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Berlin, Railway construction in. 354 
Birmingham, British Industries Fair 
at, 45, 112 
Birmingham electric supply department, 
(09 
Birmingham Trades Exhibition, 500 
Blast-furnace gases, Cleaning, 164 
Blast-furnace gas, Power from, by S. 
Н. Fowles, 409, 446, 341, 005 


Board of Employers and Members of 
the Stall, National Joint (Electricity 
Supply Industry), 685, 723 

Board of Trade, 493 

Board of Trade reorganisation, 174 

Bohemian glow lamp factory, 555 

Boiler efficiency, Heat transmission 
and, by Edward Ingham, 676 

Bombay power company, New, 46 

Bradford Corporation contract for car 
motors cancelled, 12 

Brake tests on Kaplan turbine, 466 

Brazil, American General Electric in, 
225 

Brazil steclworks, 653 

Brazil, Trade situation in, 97 

Breaches of contract, German, 3X 

Bricklayers, The protest of the, 143 

Bristol and District, Joint Electricity 

, Aythority for, 52, 180 

British agents abroad, 353 

British Association meeting, 465 

British canals, 747, 797 

British Electrical and Allied manufac- 
turers’ Association, 443 

British Electrical and Allied manufac- 
turers dinner, 674, 702 

British Electrical and Allied Manufac- 
turers, New members, 628 

British Electrical and Allied Manufac- 
turers’ rebate proposals, The, 174 

British Empire Exhibition, 621, 748 

British engineering firms and manu- 
‚ facturing in Australia, 749 

British Engineering Standards Associa- 
tion, 2 

ш} 11 in Norway, Representation 
о, 

British Guiana, Water power in, 498 

British Industries Fair, 263, 314, 345 

British-inade electric bulbs, 556 

British magneto with many distinctive 
features, by F. H. Hutton, 740 

British magnetos, 588 | 

British ой, 51, 179, 369, 658, 723 

British prestige abroad, 578 

British switchpear, All-, 713 

british Thomson-Houston works, New, 
206 


British trade marks, Applications ſor, 
Ё. 44, 142, 430 . 
British trade situation, Australian re— 


port on the, 556 

British. trade with France, 333 

British trade with Italy, 651 

Brush works, A visit to Loughborough 
Technical College and the, 670 

Budget, The, 514 | 

Budget and increase in the inland tele- 
graph rate, The, 546 

Budget, Points from the, 525 

Building Trades Exhibition, The 

Building trades, The, 514 

Bulbs, British-made electric, 556 

Bus-bars, A rat on the, 692 

Business conditions in Southern Europe, 
by E. P. Bennett, 613 

кыа in South Africa, Electrical, 
11 | 

Buyer and buying, The, by 
man,“ 313 

By-product producer and blast-furnace 
Bases, 440, 605 

By-product producer gas plant, The 
I. unn, by W. H. Patchell, 379, 446, 
Wo x 


518 


, 


** Sales- 


(O^ EE and wire works, The Hol- 

land, 493 

Cable company, New Swedish, 112 

Cable- fault localisation, by E. Ray- 
mond-Barker, 709 

Cable for Sweden, American, 812 

Cable fim, A Danish, 492 

Cable magnetic fields, Submarine, 691 

Cable tenders, Metal prices and, 175 

Cable works, Cassirer, 79 

Cable works, Norwegian, 394 

Cables, Electric cast-steel chain, 136 

Calendar, All through a, 238 

Call on the Consul, 269 

Callender's hospital fund, 174 

Callender's '* Welcome Home" 
at Leigh, 171 

Canada, Appointments in, 369 

Canada, Notes from, 428, 487 

Canada, Hydroelectric possibilities of, 
213 

Canada, Summer-time in, 562, 594 

Canada, Trade in, 365 

Canada, Trade statistics of, 61 

Canada, Water-power development in, 
395 

Canadian cooking combine, 144 

Canadian Electrical Union demands, 


party 


Canadian Industries Exhibition in Lon- 
don, 45, 684 

Canadian National Exhibition, 525 

Canal, The Panama, 306 

Canals and inland. waterways, 274 

Canals, British, 747, 797 

Canning's post-war reunion, 172 

Canoe, Electrically-propelled, 434 

Cape Town electricians’ wages, 750 

Capital expansion of the German Sie- 
mens Co., 654 

Capital in Germany, Forcign, 673 

Capital levy, The proposed, 647 

Capital. requirements of German 
trical industry, 460 

Capitalists all! by H. R. Taunton, 453, 
4X5, 537 

Car, An American electric, 117 

Carel Fréres developments, 79 

( 

C 


elec- 


assirer cable works, 79 
susc sodcchlorine cells, Есон е, 
PEU 
Cauvery river scheme, Large 
water turbines for, 781“ 
Cell, The“ Lyto " dry, 660 
Cells. Electrolytic caustic sodachlorine, 


746 


British 


Census, & domestic electric service, 627 

Census. of production, 1921, 12 

Central station salaries, B3 

Central station systems, Load dispatch- 
ing in, 181 

Chain cables, Electric cast-steel, 136 

Changing live dine insulators, 189 

Channel tunnel, The, 211, 344, 465 

Charges for electricity, Increase of, 35 

Charges for electricity supply and 
wages of employés, 660, 819 

Charging cleciric battery hand lamps, 
by G. J. Duckett, 773 

Charleroi works, The Belgian, 683 

Chemistry and the war, 298 


Chicago, Electric heating plugs for, 
333 

China, British companies in, 45 

China, Elecirical development in, 498 

China, Electrical plant for, 620 


China, Electric plant in, 268 
China, Trade with South, 44 
Chinese fellow suit, 461 
Chinese trade bureau, 44 

Chitty motor, ‘The, 642 
Chloride accumulator works, A 

to the, 259 

Church, Concealed lighting in a, 214 
Circularising and propaganda, 450 


Visit 


City Nores— 

Adelaide Electric Supply Co., 55, 86, 
599 

Alldays & Onions, 535 

Alley & Maciellan, 376 

Allmanna Svenska Elektriska A.B., 
The, 503 

Altrincham Electric Supply Co., 665, 


790 
American Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
312 
Anderston Foundry Co., 727 
Anglo-American Telegraph Co., 87, 


470, 695 

Anglo-Argentine Tramways Co., 183, 
471, 727, 823 

Arbroath Electric Light & Power Co., 
664, 695 

Aster. Engineering Co. (1913), 407 

Auckland Electric Tramways Co., 
535 

Austin Motor Co., 7; 

Austrian Cable Works 
dustry Co., 664 

Automatic Telephone Manufacturing 
Co., 217, 278, 342, 405, 406 

Avery, W. & T., 823 

Babcock & Wilcox, 694 

Barbados Electric Supply Corporation, 
23 

Barcelona Traction, Light & Power 
Co., 375 

Bastian Meter Co., 632 

Bath Electric Tramways, 535, 566 

Beauly Electric Supply Co., 374 

Belgian Companies, 695 

Bell Telephone Co. of Canada, 56, 
504 


& Lytham 
Co., 


& Wire In- 


Blackpool, St. Annes 
Tramways Co., 151 

Bordeaux Electric Tramways 
121 

Bournemouth & Poole Electric Supply 
Co., 248, 311, 342, 375 

Braby, Frederick, & Co., 217 

Brazilian Traction, Light & Power 
Co., 311, 727 

Brisbane Electric Tramways 
ment. Co., 695, 726, 727 

Bristol Tramways & Carriage Co., 


Invest- 


567 

British Aluminium Co., Ltd., 312, 
373, 405, 469 

British Columbia Electric Railway 


Co., 150, 216 
British Electric Traction Co., 759, 
823 


British Electric Transformer Co., 375, 
503, 535, 566 

British Engine, Boiler & Electrical 
Insurance Co., 405 

British Ever-ready Co., 440, 471 

British Irsulated & Helsby Cables, 
342, 375, 438 

British I.. M. Ericsson Manufactur- 
ing Co., 342, 404 

Rritish Mannesmann Tube Co., 695 

British Trade Corporation, 151 

Bromley (Kent) Electric Light and 
Power Co., 471, 566 

Brompton & Kensington Electricity 
Supply Co., 312, 375, 406 

Browett, Lindley & Co., 439 

Bruce, Peebles & Co., 312, 375, 405 

Brush Electrical Engineering Co., 
534. 565 

Bucnos Aires Port & City Tramways, 
535 


Bullers, 23 

Burmah Electric 
Lighting Co., 23 

Calcutta Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion, 184, 534. 694, 725, 759 

Calcutta Tramways Co., 759, 791 

Callender's Cable & Construction Co., 
70, 534, 758, 821 

Cambridge 

Canadian General 
5, 727 

Capital increase, 56 

Ceara Tramway, Light & Power Co., 
470 

Central Electric Supply Co., 217, 248 

Charing Cross, West. End & Cite 
[Лесото пу Supply Co., 278, 341, 
373 

Chatham & 
Co., 120 

Chelsea Electricity. Supply Co., 279, 
342. 404 

Chiswick Electricity Supply Corpora- 
tion, 399 


Р > 
Tramways and 


э” 


Electric Supply Co., 27 
Flectric Co., ЗИ, 


District Light. Railways 


THE ELECTRICAL 


Ciry 


REVIEW—INDEX. 


Norks—continued. 

Chloride Electrical Storage Co., 247 

City of Buenos Aires Tramways 
(1904), Co., 184, 279 

City Electric Light Co. (Brisbane), 
295 


City of London Electric Lighting Co., 
278, 373, 537, 535 

Clarke, Chapman & Co., 374 

Commonwealth Edison. Co., 631 

Cleveland & Durham Electric Power, 
470 

Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co., 

Companies struck off the register, 23, 
279, 471, 696, 791 

Consolidated. Electrical Co., 503 

Constantinople ‘Telephone Co., 375, 


Cork Electric Tramways & Lighting 
Co., 758 

County of London Electric Supply Co., 
279, 343, 374 

Costa Rica Electric Light & Traction 
Co., 216 

Coventry Chain Co., 791 

Craigpark Electric Cable Co., 599 

Crompton & Co., 93 

Crossivy Bros., 151, 217, 248 

Cuba Submarine Telegraph Co., 535 

Davis & Timmins, 375, 406 

Delhi Electric Tramways & Lighting 
Co., 790 

Dictograph Telephones, 471 

Direct Spanish Telegraph Co., 311, 
823 

Doulton & Co., 599 

Dublin & Lucan Electric Railway Co., 
631, 696 

Dublin United Tramways Co. (1896), 
87, 247 

Dudley, Stourbridge & District Elec- 
trie Traction Co., 631, 665 

Durham County Electrical Power 
Distribution Co., 374 

Dutch companies, 726 

East London Railway Co., 151 


Eastern Extension, Australasia and 
China Telegraph Co., 21, 184, 
567, 823 

Eastern Telegraph Co., 29, 184, 567, 
823 


Edison Swan Electric Co., 695 

Electrical. Construction Co., 727, 790 

W Distribution of Yorkshire, 

Electrical Utilities Co., 120, 504, 534 

Electro-Bleach & By-products, 331, 
440, 823 

English Electric Co., 534, 566, 597 

Erinoid, 567 

Fellows Magneto Co., 217, 599, 665 

че, E Light & Power Co., 

8 


Folkestone 
967 

French companies, 567, 694 

Вои Electric Co., 217, 947, 311, 

General Electric Co. (U.S.A.), 664 

German companies, 55, 87, 119, 183, 
278, 503, 567, 759 

Globe Telegraph & Trust Co., 217, 
791 


Electricity Supply Co., 


Great Northern Telegraph Co., 759 

Greenwood & Batley, 120, 375, 759, 
821 

Hadfields, 279, 407, 471 

Halifax & Bermudas Cable Co., 279 

Hastings & District Electric Tram- 
ways Co., 534 

Havana Electric Railway, Light and 
Power Co., 759 

Henley's, W. T., Telegraph Works, 
375, 471, 502 

Hong-Kong Tramway Co., 217, 407 

Howard & Bullough, 791 

Hurst, Nelson & Co., 631 . 

Hydro-Electric Power & Metallurgi- 
cal Co., 568 

Ibbotson Bros. & Co., 376 

Imperial Tramways Co., 823 

Indian Electric Supply & Traction 
Co., 599, 631 

Indo- European Telegraph Co., 503, 
597 


Industrial Glass Works, 151 


International Light & Power Co., 
23, 824 
Isle of Thanet Electric Tramways 


and Lighting Co., 375 

Isle of Wight Electric Light & Power 
Co., 407 

Italian companies, 726 

Johnson & Phillips, 535, 567, 598, 665 

Kalgoorlie Electric Power & Light- 
ing Corporation, 791 

Kaministiquia Power Co., 87, 567 

Karachi Eiectric. Supply Corporation, 
631 

Keith, James, & Blackman Co., 56, 
599, 791 

Kensington & Knightsbridge Electric 
Lighting Co., 279, 311 

Lanarkshire Tramways Co., 247, 470 

Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co., 664 


Lancashire Power Construction Co., 
191, 821 
Lancashire United Tramways Co., 


979 
La Plata Electric Tramways Co., 791 
Lewis & District Electric Supply Co., 


791 

Lima Light, Power & Tramways Co., 
567 * 

Liverpool District Lighting Co., 376, 
439 


Liverpool Overhead Railway Co., 120, 
279, 310 

Llandudno & Colwyn 
Railway, 183, 247 

Llanelly & District Electric Lighting 
and Traction Co., 375 


Bay Electric 
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City 
London 
wad, Las, 411 
London Бесс Wire Co. & Smiths, 
20, 390 


NOTES—continued. 
Liccuic. Supply Corporation, 


London & Suburban 
631, 094 

London Underground Electric Rail- 
wass, 216, 240, 277 

London United 1ramways, 439 

Loughrea, Co. Galway, Electric 
rower & Lighting Co., 60s 

Mackay companies, vt 

Madras Шссилє Supply Corporation, 


Traction Co., 


120 
Madras Electric Teamways (1904), 
471, Sus 


Manila Electric Railroad & Lighting 
Corporation, 376, 790 

Mann, Egerton & Co., 184 

Manx Electric Railway Co., 55 

Marcom International Marine Com- 
munication Co., 758, B23 

Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., 
ləl, 791, 823 

Mather & Piatt, 151, 279 

Melbourne Electric Supply Co., 216, 
245, 599 

Mersey Railway Co., 278 

Merthyr Electric Тгаспоп & Light- 
ing Co., 530, 568 

Metropolitan Electric Supply Co., 31), 
372 

Metropolitan Electric Tramways, 406 

Metropolitan Railway Co., 191, 217, 
247 

Metropolitan-Vickers Co., 
343, 406, 469 

Midland Electric Corporation for 
Power Distribution, 407, 438 

Minehead Electric Supply Co., 631 

Mirrlees, Bickerton & Day, 695 

Mirrlees, Watson Co., 345, 439 

Monte Video Telephone Co., 503 

Montreal Light, Heat & Power Co., 
120, 567 

Montreal Light, Heat & Power Con- 
solidated Co., 87, 120, 567 

Nairobi Electric Power & Lighting 
Co., 665 

National Electric Supply Co., 248 

National Boiler & General Insurance 
Co., 248 

National Gas Engine Co., 217 

Neuhausen Aluminium Industry Co., 
695 

New capital issues of 1919, 44 

Newcasthe & District Electric Light. 
ing Co., 312, 342, 374 

Newcastle, Emlyn & District Supply 
Co., 

Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply 
Co., 279, 374, 439 

Newmarket Electric Light Co., 406, 
440 

Northampton Electric Light & Power 
Co., 310, 343 Р 

North of Scotlund Electric Light and 
Power Co., 631 

Northern Electric Co. (Montreal), 503 

Northern General Transport Co., 631 

North Wales Power & ‘Traction Co., 


Electrical 


Notting Hill Electric Lighting Co., 
31l, 404 

Oldham, Ashton & Hyde 
Tramway, 665, 727 l 

Oriental Telephone & Electric Co., 
567, 663 

Oxford Electric Co., 247, 278, 342 

Paisley District Tramways Co., 247 

Para Electric Railways & Lighting 
Co., 375, 407 

Para Telephone Co., 407 

Peel-Conner Telephone Works, 727 

Petters, 823 

Potterics Electric Traction Co., 631, 
695 


Electric 


Prospectuses: International Glass 
Works, 151; Still Engine Co., 247; 
Yorkshire Electric Power Co., 
311; Fife Tramway, Light & 


Power Co., 343; W. G. C. Hay- 
wood & Co., 343; Western Tele- 
graph Co., 376; Eastern Tele- 
graph Co. 376; Eastern Exten- 
sion, &c., Co., 376; Globe Tele- 
zraph & Trust Co., 376; Low 
Ne e Carbonisation Co., 
567; Aster Engineering Co. (1913), 
664; W. Canning & Co., 759, 791; 
A. Reyrolle & Co., 791, 823; Cal- 
lender’s Cable & Construction Co., 
823 

Provincial Tramways Co., 791 

Puebla Tramway, Light & Power 
Co., 665 

Ramsgate & District Electric Supply 
Co., 695 

Rangoon Electric Tramway & Supply 
Co., 375, 407, 439 

Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies, 824 

Rhondda Tramways Co., 665 

Richardsons, Westgarth & Co., 625, 
123 

River Plate Electricity Co., 567 

Robey & Co., 407 

Rumanian Lahmeser Co., 23 

Rushden & District Electric Supply 
Co., 311, 343 

Rushton & Hornshvs, 791 : 

St. James" & Pall Mall Electric Light 
Co., 217, 279, ИЮ 

Salisbury Electric Light 
Co., 406 

Scarborough Electric Supply Co., 400 

Shanghai Electric Construction Co., 
120, 599, 631 

Shawinigan Water & Power Co., 407, 
„04 

Siemens Bros, & Co, 665, 759, 789 

Smithfield Markets Electric Supply 
Co, 217, 279, 342 


& Supply 
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suh London Electric Supply Cor- 
poration, 274, 342, 406 
Souin Metropolivan Electric Light 


and Power Co., 247, 310, 440 
South _ Statfordshire Tramways Co. 


South Wales Electrical Power Distri- 
bution Co., 55, 

Southern Canada Power Co., 50 

Spanish & Gencral Wireless Trust, 
217, 407 

Stewarts & Lloyds. 342 

Still Engine Co., 247 


Stock Exchange notices, 23, 55, 151, 
183, 217, 248, 279, 311, 342, 370, 
439, 470, 503, 535, „ 599, 


631, 665, 695, 759, 791, 
Stothert & Pitt. 151 
Submarine Cables Trust, 665 

‚ Submersible Motors, 665 

Sunderland District Electric Tram- 
ways, 440, 

Swedish companies, 534, 694 

Swedish Ericsson Co., 

Swiss Investment Co., 

Telegraph Construction & 

ance Co.. 279, 343, 372 
Torquay Tramways Co., 278, Зп 


Jraction & Power Securities Co., 279 
Tramways, Light & Power 


Co., 279, 
(M.E.T.) 


A, 759 
Mainten- 


Tramways Omnibus Co., 
66 мэ 


Tucuman Tramways, Light & Power 

Co., i 
Tyee Electrical Development Co., 
Tyneside Tramways & Tramroads 
; 17, 247 
Co., 217 


Co., 2 
Underíced Stoker 
Underground Railways of London, 56, 


310. 

United Electric Tramways of Monte 
Video, 791 

United River Plate Telephone Co., 


(98, bà 
Urban Eiectric Supply Co.. 631, 758 
Vandervell, C. A., & Co., 791 
Vickers, 311, 471, 503, 

Victoria Falls & Transvaal Power 
Co., 374 
Vulcan Boiler & General Insurance 

Co., 471 

Vulcanite, 217 

. Ward & Goldstone, 21. 470 
Waste Heat & Gas 

rating Stations, 

Way good-Otis, &23 
West African Telegraph Co., 632 
West India Cable Co., 279 
West India Electric Co., 535 
West India & Panama Telegraph Co., 


407, 470 


664 
Wrest London & Provincial Electric 
Supply Co., 665 


Western Telegraph Co., 183, 375, 696 
Westminster Electric Supply Corpora- 
tion, 184, 245, 310 


White, J. G., & Co., 824 

Windsor Electrical installation Co., 
471 

Woking Elec tr ic aur? Co., 899 

Wood & Cairns, 


York hire Electric Power Co., 216, 
246 


Я , 3.4 
Yorkshire (West 
Tramway Co., 


Riding) Electric 
151, 216, 759 


Civil servants’ Wages: 142 . 

Clearing-house scheme, Gattie, 8 : 

Cloud-belt of solar electrons, by Epsi- 
lon,” 

Clyde Valley power stations, Extensions 
in the, , 

Coal and Oil, Relative Cost of, 275 

Coal conservation, ў 

Coal conservation in the United King- 
dom, by Sir Dugald Clerk, 583 

Coal in France, Price of, М 

Coat mining in India, 4 

Coal mining industry, The, 685 

Coal-pit to consumer, 2 

Coal prices, London, 716 

Coal, Pulverised, 179 

Coal rebate, The, 75, 83, 99, 148 

Coal rebate, The—A comment, by 
E. W. pere 167 

Coal shortage, German Siemens works 
closed down by, 142 

Coal, South Africa, 331 


Coal supply of London electricity 
works, < ` 

Coal, The output of, 747 

Code revision, U.S. A., National elec- 
trical, 7 | 

Coil and magneto systems, Electric 


ignition, bv p. Н. Hutton, 40 
Coils for X-ray work, Transformers and, 
317 
Colliery underground transport, 499 
** Colloil ?' liquid fuel, 
Commerce, International, 2 
Commercial application of electrical os- 
mosis, 
Commercial engincer, The, 130 
Commercial engineering, by Prof. E. 
W. Marchant, 1 
Commercial library, 
Commercial propaganda, 


Liverpool, 620 
German, 98, 


Commercial relations, Anglo-Swiss, 708 

Commission. The International Electro- 
technical, 408. 

Cominissioner on advertising, A trade, 
ou) 

Commissioners, The Electricity, 212, 
27. 305 

Cominittee, Anuther. 322, 418 

Communication lines, Inductive inter- 
ference between power an х 


Companies in China, 
Compass, The gyrostatic, 203 


Electrical Gene- 


Competition, A Swedish transformer, 
дз 
Concrete pipe manufacture, 756 


Lon-erence of 


manufacturers i 
ducers, 78, 175, 253, 283, 


Confidence, The need for the spirit of. 


Confidential 
Congress and 


161 

communications, 546 
exhibition at the Нарче, 
A. 7 


Conservation, Coal. 305, 578 


Constantinople, Dock 
548 

Consulting, Engincers, 

Consumer, Coal-pit to, 


Consumption, 
Consumption, 


congestion at, 


The Association 
ol, 7 

262 

Turbine steam, 690 
United States of America 
roduction of clectric power and 
uel, 818 


Contract for car motore cancelled, Brad- 


{ord Corporation, 12 


Contracts CLOSED— 


Aberdeen, 626 

Accrington, 51, 433 

Aldershot, 336, $00 

Australia, 83, 178, 304, 433, 464, 560, 
593, 754 

Ayr, 368, 593 

Barnes, 368 

Barnsley, 115 

Barnstaple, 178 ` 

Barrow, 626 d 

Batley, 46 

Battersea, . 

Bavaria, 


146, 336, 400, 500, 


Birmingham, 51, 336 

Blackpool, 5 

Bolton, 18, 

Bootle, 529 

Bradford, 115, 
754 

Broadstairs, 336 

Burnley, 210, 818 

Bury, 51 

Cambridge, 464 

Canterbury, 

Cavan, 210 

Chesterfield, 722 

Colne, 178 

Coventry, 178 

Croydon, 178, 273, 

Dartford, 754 

Doncaster, 210, 626 

Dover, 

Dublin, 115 

Eastbourne, 560 

Edinburgh, 529 

Epsom, 115, 273 

Folkestone, 178 

France, 146 

Fulham, 273, 530 

Galashiels, 

Gillingham (Kent), 368, 464 

Glasgow, 83, 46, 304, 336, 400, 464, 
500, 593, & 

Government contracts, 18, 146, 304, 

, 561, 689 


210, 368, 754 


941, 336, 496. 609, 


368 


1 
Hackney, 83, 337, 599 
Halifax, 178, 
Hammersmith, 178, 210, 


Johannesburg, 626 
Kettering, 
Kilmarnock, 146 
Kingston-on-Thames, 
Ladysmith, 273 
Lanarkshire, 368, 401 
Lancashire (S.A.), 464 
Leyton, 51, 178, 336 


754 


754 

178, 211. 242. 273. 305, 
336, 401. 433, 593, 626, 659, 754 

Lowestoft, 241 

Maidstone, 496 

Manchester, 496, 593, 722 

Mansfield, 818 

Margate, 530, 659 

Melbourne, 464, 754 

Middlesbrough, 337 

Motherwell, 626 

Nelson, 

New Zealand, 51 

Peterborough, 6 

Pontefract, 65 

Poplar, 754 

Rawtenstall, 593 

Rhondda, 305 

St. Helens, 464 

St, Marylebone. 211, 626, 754 

St. Pancras, 433. 464, 593 

Salford, 178. 304. 497, 593, 722 

Sheffield. 115, 241 

Shoreditch, 530, 593 

Shrewsbury,» 630 

South Africa, 464, 626, 754 

Southend-on-Sea, 690, 818 

Stafford, 178 

Stepney, 83. 911, 242, 273. 336, 561 

Stirling. 

Stretford, 337 

Sunderland, 115, 241, 
659 

Swansea, 818 

Switzerland, 305 

Sydney. 83, 178. 433. 

Tasmania, КЗ. 178 

Tipperary, 178 

‘Todmorden, 51 

Torquay, 2 


368, 496, 530, 


593, 754 


Watford, 497 
Whitwood, 464 


Conrracts CLoskD—continucd. 
Wimbledon, 626 
Winchester, 368 
Wolverhampton, 83, 337, 
Worcester, 818 
Wrexham, 626 
York, 337, 497 


497, 659 


Contracts, Italian Government elec- 
trical, 749 


Contracts, I. C. C., 362 


Contracts OrkN— 
Aberdare, 175, 210, 241.. 304, 336 
Aberdeen, 50. 82, 115, 146 
Adelaide, 145, 178, 659, 689, 722 
Aldershot, 82, 119, 146, 178, 210 
Algeria, 360 
Auckland (X. Z.). 496, 529, 560, 659 
Australia, 17, 50. &2, 115, 145, 178, 
210, 241, 272, 304, 336, 367, 400, 
433, 464, 496, 529, 560, 593, 625, 
659, 689, 721. 753, 817 
Aylesbury, 336, 367 
Ayr, 367 
Bacup, 367, 400, 560 
Barking, 17, 50 
Barnes, 17, 50, 82, 625, 659, 689, 722 
Barnsley, 753 
Battersea, 17, 50, 8 
Bedford, 178, 210, 240, 304, 336, 
400, 722, 753 
Bedwas (Mon.), 178, 210, 241 
Bedwellty, 400, 433, 464 
Belfast, 115, 146, 178, 210, 241, 272, 
304, 593, 625 


367, 


146, 178, 210, 


Belgium, 17, 50, " 
304. 336, 367, 400, 433, 464, 496. 
529, 560, 593, 659, 689, 722, 753, 
754, 818 
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Investment scheme, Emplovés, 814 
Investments in a German company, 515 
lonisation gauge, An, 187 

lrish industry, New, 570 

Irish peat industry, The, 221 

Iron, Electrolytic, 490, 525 

Iron industry, German, 111 

Iron losses in a.c. fields, 799 

pe The electric smelting of, 306, 


Iron, Some defects in electrodeposited, 
by W. E. Hughes, 681 

lron, The electrical resistivity of, 698 

Iron, The electrodeposition at 705, 819 

Ironmoulders’ strike, 12, 110, 144 

i strike, The lesson of the, 


Isaacs-Norman controversy, 337 

Italian Agricultural Machinery Exhibi- 
tion, 6 

Italian electrical companies, 47, 77, 112, 
267, 331, 492, 524, 653, 687, 716 

am electrical companies, Capital of, 
61 


Italian engineering combine for Near 
Eastern trade, 79 

ПАА Government electrical contracts, 
49 


Italian industries, Profit-sharing in, 590 
Italian tariff, New, 141 

Italian Pireili Co., 461 

Italy, British trade with, 651 

Italy, Electric ploughing in, 352 

Italy, Trade openings in, 686 


АРАМ, Electrical imports and ex- 
ports of, 223 
Japan, Electrical precipitators in, 635 
Japan, High-pressure transmission lincs 
п, 6; 
Japan, Manufacture of electrical porce- 
lain in, 
Japan, Sparking plugs for, 395 
ant Trade with, 44, 813 
apanese financial crisis: Shipment of 
goods, 718 
{лн ovens, 434 
0 "up ME Power station wages at, 


Joint Authority for Cheshire and Flint- 
shire, 280 

Joint Board of Emplovers and Members 
of the Staff, National (electricitv 
supply industry), 685, 723 ` 

Joint Boards, Representation of staff 
meinbers on, 338 

vint Industrial Council, 143, 270 

ugo-Slavia, Electrical factory in, 557 

uvenile employment, 686 


KTA turbine, Brake tests, 466 


is high-speed railway system, 

» 

Kinema in school, The, 561. 660, 691 
Inema operators! strike, 724 


Kinema operators, Wages for, 238 

Kinematography, X-ray, 274 

King's Cross kinema theatre, 611 

Kingston-upon-Lhames electricity works, 
643 


Kinlochleven, The Institution of Electri- 
cal Enyineers (Scottish Centre) Visit 
to, 774 


ABOUR co-partnership, Drofit-shar- 
ing and, 513 
Labour, Engineering, 489 
Labour: Its output and reward, 364 
Lamp, Cosmos flash, 50 7 
Lamp factory, Bohemian glow, 555 


' Lamp industry, Report on Electric, 267, 


065, 385, 412, 426, 487 
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by Anode, 741 


LicAL— 

Amalgamated Society of Engineers v. 
Smith, Barker & Wilson, 139 

Assessment of electrical motors, 456 

Atkinson v. Newcastle Corporation, 
297 

Bennett v. A.A. Electrical Co., 522 

Bootle Corporation v. Bootle Cold 
Storage & Ice Co., 682 

British Industries z. Simpson, 109 


British Thomson-Houston Co, v. 
Corona Lamp Works, 109, 138, 
169, 456 


British ' Thomson-Houston Со. and 
Duram Litigation, 745 

Buenos Aires Port & City Tramways, 
778 

Business Names Act, The, 651 

Canadian Power Co.'s law case set- 
tled, 148 

Carmarthen Electric 
Thomas, 617 

Carpenter v. Jones, 361 

Charge of stealing electricity, 616 

City of London Electric Lighting Co. 
v. Improved Wood Pavement Co., 
456 


Light Со. v. 


Coal Mines Act, Prosecution under 
the, 52 
Compensation for cutting telegraph 


and telephone wires, 690 

Contraflo Condenser & Kinetic Air 
Pump Co. ». Hick, Hargreaves 
and Co., 456 

Damages for tramway passenger at 
Dublin, 286 

Direct United States Cable Co., v. 
Western Union Telegraph Co., 
76, 286, 297, 361 

oe electricity official imprisoned, 


Electric lamp manufacturer: A Tri- 
bunal decision, 396 


Electrical company's claim against 
War Office, 46 

Electrical man charged. 590 

Factory Act prosecution, 109, 287, 


522, 616 
Farrant v. County of London Electric 
Supply Co., 139 
Fraudulently consuming 
628 
Giant's Causeway Electric Tramway, 
The water power lease, 617 
Graham v. Holme Electric Lighting 


electricity, 


109 

. London Electric Railway 

Co., 323 

Hodges v. Webb, 76, 108, 286 

Hull prosecutions, 236 

Improvements in electrodes for secon- 
dary batteries, 683 

Isaacs v. Hobhouse, 307 

Lamp charges, Electric, 44 

Lighting of Underley Hall, 351 

Lindsell v. Paignton Electric Light 
Co., 139, 500, 523 

Morrow v. Stepney Corporation, 778 

Munitions Tribunal case at Wolver- 
hampton, 31 

Profiteering inquiry, 351 

Rist v. Vulco Magneto Co., 522 

Stealing, Charges of, 44, 110 

Stobie v. Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric 
Supply Co,. 777 

Stolen motors, 492 

Telegraph wire destruction, 179 

Universal Radio Syndicate, Ltd. v. 
Baxendale, 236 

Workmen's compensation cases, 75, 
138, 297, 361 

Y. Electrical Co, v. Paddington Radi- 
cal Working Men's Club, 522 


Lens mines, Restoration of, 212 

Letters, Understamped, 206 

Lever Brothers, Strike at, 558 

Levy, The proposed capital, 647 

Library, Liverpool commercial, 620 

Library, The Patent Office, 20 

Licensing wiremen, 728 

Light castings, Inquiry into the prices 
of, 589 

Light-weight motors, 718 


Licuting AND Power Notss— 
Aberdare, 208 
Aberdeen, 112, 239, 301, 558, 622 
Accrington, 47, 144, 431, 750, 782 
Africa, 527 
Aldershot, 47, 397, 431 
Alfreton, 363, 431 
Alloa, 239 
Ammanford, 112, 239, 591 
Arbroath, 113, 365 
Argentina, 270, 656 
Ascot, 80 
Ashton-under-Lyne, 365 
Athlone, 333, 718 
Athy (Co. Kildare), 782 
Australia, 14, 80, 270, 397, 461, 494, 
527, 991, 656, 718, 750, 782, 815 
Austria, 113, 431, 719 
Avr, 113, 527, 656, 815 
Bayenalsiown (Ireland), 47 
Baila (Co. Mayo), 301 
Ballycastle (Со. Antrim), 783 
Bangor, 783 
Barnard Castle, $61 
Barnes, 14, 397 
Barnet, 113 
Barnsley, 113, 656 
Barnstaple, 47, 301, 333, 461, 622, 


(9 
Barrow, 175, 208, 301, 461, 783 
Bath, 80 
Batley, 333, 622, 750 
Bavaria, 144, 657 
Beachley, 431 
Beckenham, 397 
Bedford, 301, 527 
Belfast, 622, 750 
Belgium, 48, 144, 398, 462, 527 
Beigrade, 208 
Bentley (Yorks.), 144 
Bethnai Green, 176, 751 
Bewdlev, 239 
Bexhill-on-5ca, 270, 397, 461 
Bideford (Devon), 623 
Birkenhead, 333, 622 
Birmingham, 47, 175, 365, 431, 687, 

«18, 750, 815 
Birstall, 239 
Biackpool, 333, 365, 461, 59], 656, 687 
Blackburn, 113, 175, 208, 239, 333, 

431, 461, 623, 751 
Blaina, 47 
Blean, 558 
Bognor, 558 
Bolivia, 47 
Bolsover (Derbyshire), 175 
Bolton, 208, 333, 431, 494, 591, 718 
Bo'ness, 397, 461, 718 
Bootle, 239, 783 
Bradford, 113, 144, 208, 301, 333, 397, 

431, 623, 656 
Bradíord-on- Avon, 175 
Braintree, 301, 333 
Bray (Co. Wicklow), 365 
Brazil, 14, 365, 558 
Bridlington, 494 
Brighton, 783 
Bristol, 397, 494, 692 
British. Guiana, 113 
Broadstairs, 527 
Bromley, 113 
Bromyard, 558 
Burnley, 397, 461, 558, 591, 623, 656, 

687, 718, 751, 815 
Rurton-on-Trent, 783 
Bury, 175, 656, 815 
Bury St. Edmunds, 783 
Buxton, 80 
Canada, 47, 113, 175, 431, 494, 623, 

656, 815 
Cannock, 144, 208 
Canterbury, 494 
Cardiff, 462 
Carlisle, 113, 365, 815 
Carmarthen, 113 
Castleblaney (Co. Monaghan), 687 
Castlewellan (Co. Down), 47 
Chelmsford, 301 
Cheltenham, 113 
Chepstow, 239 
Chester, 47, 208, 301, 594 
Chester-le-Street, 815 
Chesterfield, 80, 301 462 
Chile, 47, 144 
China, 47, 623, 718 
Chirk, 815 
Chorley Wood, 239, 431 
Clacton-on-Sea, 113, 365, 527, 656 
Clones, 687 
Coal shortage, 623 
Colchester, 334 
Coleraine, 623 
Colne, 175, 718 
Colwyn Bay, 334, 815 
Congleton, 462 
Conway, 144 
Corby, 687 
Cork, 176 
Coventry, 144, 365 
Coxhoe (Co. Durham), 176, 494 
Crewe, 

Crieff, 239 

Croydon, 144 

Cullompton, 623, В15 

Cupar (Fife), 270, 398 
Dalkeith, 687, 815 

Dalton, 48 

Darlington, 527, 687, 751 
Dartford, 494. 623, 731 
Dartmoor, 113. 144, 365 
Darwen, 48, 80, 623, 751, 783 
Deal, 657 

Denmark, 270, 334, 558 
Derby, 80, 176, 494, 719, 816 
Dewsbury, 80, 208, 939, 469, 751 
Derry, 301 

Devonshire, 432, 815 
Dingwall, 144, 334 
Dominican Republic, 623 
Doncaster, 208 334, 527 
Dorchester, 565 782 
Douglas . of M.), 657 
Dover, 80, 462, 623, 781 
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Dublin, 270, 302, 398, 597, 558, 623, 
687, 719, 815 
Dundalk, 48, 239 
Dundee, 14, 208, 398, 432, 462 
Dungarvan (Co. Waterford), 719 
Durham, 558 
Duich East Indies, 48 
Dysart, Ww 
East Gr^astea i, 687 
East Ham, 657 
East Midlands, 270 
l:ccles, 113 
l-dinburgh, 176, 302 
Electricity districts, 815 
Electricity Supply Act, 494 
Ellesmere Port, 365, 494, 591 
Ennis (Co. Clare), 270 
Epsom, 402 
Excter, 402, 623, 657, 815 
Falkirk, 14, 591, 751 
Farnham, 208 
Faversham, 558 
Federated. Malay States, 816 
Fife, 113 
Fintona (Co. Tyrone), 623 
Fiji, 208 
Fleetwood, 144, 816 
France, 48, 270, 334, 397, 431, 527, 
55%, 656, 753 
Fulham, 14, 527 
Germany, 175, 301, 334, 365, 719 
Gillingham (Kent), 208, 302, 334, 687 
Glaspow, 48, 80, 176, 398, 527, 591 
Glossop, 14 
Gloucester, 462 
Godalining, 14 
Gold Coast, 432 
Gourock, 14 
Grantham, 14, 239 
Great Harwood, 14 
Greenock, 144 
Grimsby, 239 
Hackney, 15, 144, 208, 239 
Halifax, 14, 208, 302, 398, 719 
Hamilton, 270, 687 
Hammersmith, 462, 719 
Harrogate, 334, 365 
Hastings, 80, 208 
Hattield, 687 
Hemsworth, 302 
Hereford, 527 
Heston and Isleworth, 719 
High Wycombe, 14, 398 
Hinderwell, 816 
Holland, 113, 175, 208 
Holme, 334 
Holmfirth, 657 
Houghton-ie-Spring, 783 
Hove, 144, 302, 494, 657 
Huddersfield, 14 
Hull, 14, 113, 144, 302, 398, 432 
Iceland, 657 
Iifracombe, 270 
India, 113, 302, 783 
Ipswich, 14 
Ireland, 176, 558, 591 
Ilford, 48, 751 
Isle of Wight, 80 
ltalv, 47, 175, 398, 657 
Jamaica, 144 
Japan, 48, 719 
Java, 113, 559 
Kendal, 623 
Kettering, 783 
Kilkenny, 239 
Kilmarnock, 176 
King’s Langley, 176 
Kinyston-on-Lhames, 687 
Kingston-upon-Hull, 144, 816 
Kingstown (Co. Durham), 687 
Kingswood, 302 
Kirkcaldy, 239, 365, 623 
Kirkintillock, 144 
Knottingley, 113 
Ladysmith, 271 
Lampeter, 49, 366 
Lanark, 559, 687 
Lanarkshire, 366 
Lancaster, 302, 432, 462 
Larne (Co. Antrim), 494 
Lecds, 144, 176, 494, 657, 816 
Leicester, 270, 302, 559 
Leith, 80, 527 
Lewes, 80 
Leyton, 591, 751 
Limerick, 527 
Lincoln, 366, 783 
Litileborough, 816 
Littlehampton, 239 
Liverpool, 80, 144, 208, 239, 270, 302. 
366, 398, 432, 527, 623, 687, 719, 
783, 816 
14, 80. 144, 176, 208, 239. 
302, 334, 366, 398, 432, 527, 623, 
657, 719, 751, 783, 816 
Londonderrv, 270, 559 | 
Loughborough, 80, 113, 334, 527, 810 
Lowestoít, 270 
Lurgan (Co. Armagh), 719 
Lydd (Kent), 208 
Lyme Regis, 113 
Lymington, 398 
Lynton, 432 
Macroom (Co. Cork), 494 
Maidstone, 49, 334 
Malton (Yorks.), 784 
Manchester, 15, 239, 494, 784, 816 
Masham, 15 
Melbourne, 656, 815 
Melrose, 15, 144 
Mexborough, 113, 144, 302 
Middlesbrough, 113, 239, 366 
Mid-Lancashire, 623, 720 
Milnrow (Lancs.), 144 
Monaghan, 144 
Monasterevan (Co. Kildare), 113 
Monmouthshire, 113 
Montrose, 113 
Morley, 591, 720, 751 
Navan, 687, 784 
Nelson, 80, 208, 527, 559 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 49, 334 
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Newhaven, 784 

Newport (1. of .), 359 
Newport (Mon.), lo 

New Zealand, 13, 80, 327, 091, 751 
Nigeria, 432 

Northallerton, 302 

Nottingham, 270, 751, 784, 816 
Oakenyates, 299 

Oldham, 208, 27 

Ou aldtwistle, 591 

Otley, 113 

Paisley, 15, 494 

Perth, 302. 687 

Peterborough, 15, 49, 208 

Ph mouth, 239. 432, 720 

Poplar, 80 

Poctrush, 624, 784 

Prestcipn, 360 

Preston, 271, 302 

Price increases, 49, 687, 751, 810 
Ramsgate, 15, 239 

Rathmines, 239 

Rawtenstall, 391 

Reigate, 176 
Richmond-on-Thames, 15, 144 
Richmond (Yorks.), $1 
ккө and Chorley Wood, 

44 

Rochdale, 15, 462, 494, 784 
Rotherham, 49, 494, 720, 752 
Rothwell, 591 

Rumania, 48, 334 

Ryde (1. of W.), 271 

St. Annes, 208 

St. Helens, 81, 334, 494 

St. Marylebone, 783, 816 

St. Pancras, 15, 176, 302 
Salford, 49, 302, 334 

Saxony, 365 

Scunthorpe, 559 

Sealurd (Sussex), 462 

Serbia (Belgrade), 208 

Severn Valley, 591, 624 
Sheffield, 144, 208, 784 

Shipley, 624 

Shoreditch, 719 

Ski unes», 432 

Sligo, 176 

South Africa, 144, 784 
Southampton, 494 

Southend, 15, 49, 81, 559 

South Shields, 18, 114, 334, 687, 752 
South Wales, 591 

Spain, 48, 208, 270, 719, 783 
Spalding, 49, 271 

Spenborough, 559 

Statiord, 114, 239, 657 
Stalybridge, 49, 176 

Stepney, 14, 208 

Stockport, 81 

Stockton Heath, 398 
Stockton-on-Tees, 81, 208, 527 
Stoke-on-Trent, 15, 208, 302, 591, 784 
Stone (Staífs.), 49 
Stratford-on-Avon, 784 

Stretford, 239, 527 

Sudbury, 784 

Sunderland, 114, 239, 302, 784 
Swansea, 145, 239, 559, 624, 720 
Sweden, 48, 398, 527, 656 
Swindon, 334 

Switzerland, 175, 334, 365, 656, 718 
Sydney, 14, 80, 

Tasmania, 80, 114, 176, 782 
Taunton, 271 

Teignmouth, 81, 145 

Thames Valley, 527 

Vidal power, 176 

Todmorden, 49, 81 

Tonbridge, 624 

Torquay, 49, 81 

Tredegar, 239 

Tullamore, 398, 527 

Tunbridge Wells, 81 

Tunis, 145 

Turton, 642, 752 

Turkey, 656 

Twickenham, 624 

Ulverston, 494 

United States of America, 114, 494 
Ventnor, 15 

Victoria, 14, 270 

Walkden, 239 

Wallasey, 15, 624, 752, 816 
Walmer, 657 

Walsall, 49, 366, 528, 559, 784 
Walthamstow, 494, 591 
Wareham, 15 

Warrington, 15, 271, 528, 559, 687 
Water powen, 334 

Watford, 208, 334, 494 

Ме uim 15, 176 

est Riding (Y 

Whitby, 239 Pio eere 
Whitehaven, 176, 239. 366, 528 
Wigan, 81, 334, 752 ` 

Wigton, 688 

Wimbledon, 624, 784 

Wolfhill (Queen's Co.), 15 
Wolverhampton, 15, 81, 366, 784 
Woolwich, 528 | 
Worcester, 494, 559, 591, 720 
Worksop, 432, 816 ' 
Worsley, 145 

Worthing, 334, 752 

Wrexham, 334, 624, 687, 752 
Yeovil, 591, 816 i 
York, 49, 494, 688, 752 


Lighting conditions in mines, 339 
Lighting in a church, Concealed, 214 
Lighting of electrically-equipped. fac- 
tories, Low-voltage, by C. T. Wil- 
. kinson, 548 i 
Lighting school, The army electric, 497 
Lighting sets, Automatic, 148 | 
ш. sets for Cuba, Small electric, 


Lights committee, Shi 
Lights, Vehicle, ^31 Sy aa 


RP Committee, South Wales, 


Ligtipations— 

Accumulators, 142 

A. E. C. Electrical Co. of 
Africa, 112, 365 

Alliance Electrical Co., бод 

Benson, W. A. S., & Co., 781 

Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramroad 
Co., 80 

Britannia Lamp and Accessories Co., 


South 


British Electrical 
655, 686, 716 

British Ever-Ready Co., бод 

Brolt, 112 

Camaroff & Harris, 622 

Chesterfield Tube Co., 305 

Coalite & British Coalite Co., 686 
686 

Collins, Engineers, 332 

Connolly Bros., 112 

Cosmos Consolidated, 299, 333 

Cosmos Engineering Co., 333, 365 

Couzens & Brown, 460 

Cowlishaw, Walker & Co., 365 

N Patent Reversible Turbine, 

Duckham, Alexander & Co., 112, 781 

Ebonitis, 365, 460 

Economic Electric Co., 655 

Electric Smelting Co., 749 

Electric Train Lighiing 
749 

Electrical and 
Supply, 655 

Engineering and Arc Lamps, 460 

Electric & Engineering Specialities 
Co., 395 

Electric & General Works, 588 

meu Train Lighting Syndicate, 

Electrical Co., The, 206, 365 

Endall & Sotheran, 686 

Enficld Electric Cable Manufacturing 
Co., 270 

Falkirk Iron Co., 749 

Frood, Herbert & Co., 112 

Fuller's Wire & Cable Co., 74 

Furneax & Thomas, 333 i 

Gates, E. & C., 492 


Accessories, 622, 


Syndicate, 


Mechanical Trades 


Gell Telegraphic Appliances Syndi- 
cate, 80 

Globe Electric Co., 686 

Graphite Plumbago Crucible Co., 80 


Gratz, 655 

Herbert, Alfred (France), 112 

Holme Electric Co., 80, 112 
Hopkinson, J., & Co.. 364 

Hudson's, Thomas, 299 

Hulett, D., & Co., 47, 622, 749 
Husband, F., 364 

Hvdro-Hlectric Concessions, 695 
Jennings, F. A., 206 

Johnson, O'Sullivan, & Co., 333 
Kendall & Gents, 430 : 
Kinetic Co., 781, 812 

Little Wonder Battery Co., 716 
Motive Power Improvement Co., 333 
Nelson, Johnson, & Co., James, 333 


New Peto & Radford Accumulator 
Co., 622 
New St. Helens & District Tram- 


wavs Co., 47, 112 

Newall’s Insulation Co., 402 

Norman, Johnson, & Co., 812 

Northampton Plating Co., 655 

Oulton Broad Electricity Co., 47 

Parker & Parkes, 655 

patent Development Syndicate, 142 

Peto & Radford, 622 

Pneumatic Tool Co., 47 

Pollock & Macnab, 395 

Quain Electric Co., 395, 555, 654 

adium, 112 

Rex Accumulator Co., 238 

Rhymney Valley & General E.S. Со., 
206 | 

Rotasphere Co., 717, 749 

Selson Engineering Co. (France), 812 

Sentinel Waggon Works, 460 

Siehe, Gorman & Co., 716 

Signal Electric Co., 686. 716 

Simms Motor Units, 655 

Sinclair, Paget & Co.. 622 

Spanish & General Wircless Trust. 
526, 655 

Sparking Plugs Patents, 270 

Speen Mechanical Repair Depot, 4"2 

Sissons Bros. & Co., 492 

Stead, H.. & PE. Senior, 492 

Surrey Electrical Co., 749. 781 

Telephone Manufacturing Co.. R12 

Telephos Domestic & Street Lighting 
Co., 365, 395 

Thacker, Bell & Co.. 206. 622, 686 

Tong, Nutter & Sons, 430 

Tooley Emberton & Burrows, 555 

Torquay Tramways Construction. Syn- 
dicate, 781 

Trafford Power & 
(1902), 3605. 395 

Unelma, 555, 622 

Vaughan Engineering Works, 588 

Victor Engineering & Supply Co., 46) 


Light Supply 


Williams, D. O., & Со, 395, 
Wilson & Newton, 492 


Liverpool. Commercial Library, 620 

Liverpool, Electrical wages at, 653 

Liverpool electricians’ lock-out, 117, 142. 
2006, 937, 263, 268. 331, 396, 686. 
813 

Liverpool Exhibition, 656 

Living and trade, The cost of, 226 

Load dispatching: in central station Ssys- 
tems, 181 

Load factors, A study in, by Councillor 
Denny, 675 

Loan, Municipal electrical, 13 

Loars, London County Council and 


electricity supply, 147 


Localisation, Cable-fault, by E. Ray- 
mond-Barker, 709 
Locomotive Works, Armstrong-Whit- 


worth's new, 19 

Locomotives, Mine, 531 

Locomotives, New electric, 191 

Locomotives, Oil-electric, 690 

London County Council and Electricity 
supply loans, 147 

London County Council Committees, 
362 

London County Council contracts, 362 

Lundon County Council staff rcorgani- 
sation, 305 

London electrical engineers, 562 

London electricity works, Coal supply 
of, 369 

London Fair and Market, 393 

London traffic, 322, 369 


London transport, 449 
London underground railway speeds, 
434 


Longbridge works of the Austin Motor 
Co., 196 

Lorry, A ' live," 83 

Loughborough Technical College and 
Brush Works, A visit to, 670 

Low-voltage lighting of — electricaily- 
equipped factories, by C. T. Wil- 
kinson, 548 

Lower-deck improvements, 692 

Lower Severn Electricity District, by 
* H. M. S.," 646, 696 

Lubrication, 258 

Lymn by-product producer gas plant, 
by W. H. Patchell, 379, 446, 605 

Lyons Fair, 394 

"Lyto" dry cell, The, 660 


N Tool Trades’ Association, 

362 

Machinery Exhibition, 
tural, 660 

Machinery for Norway, Conveying. 526 

Machinery for South America, Packing 
of, 110 

Machinery in S.A. Mines, 


Italian Agricul- 


Electrical, 


a) 
Machinery, The rating of, 323, 641 
Machines as used with machine 
ackers, Automatic electric weigh- 
ing, by V. Sims, 574 
Magnetic field submarine detection, 498 
Maynetic fields, Submarine cable, 691 
Мане ыис separators, 18 
Magnetic storms as affecting ocean tele- 


graph cables, by E. Raymond- 
Barker, 293 
Magneto and coil systems, Electric 


ignition, by F. H. Hutton, 40 
Magneto improvements, Recent, 779 
Magneto industry in France. 59 
Magneto with many distinctive features, 

A British, by F. Н. Hutton, 740 
Magnetos, British, 588 . 
Magnets in theory and practice, Per- 

manent, bv S. Evershed, 667 . 
Mains for new housing schemes, Distri- 

bution, by H. Wilson, 771 
Mains staffs, Working conditions of, 

by W. Wells, 294 
Management, Scientific, 252 А 
Management, Scientific : A solution of 

the Capital and Labour problem, 

by J. M. Scott-Maxwell, 58, 122 
Manchester, Extensions at Stuart Street 

generating station, 230 
Manchester-Salford bulk supply, 355 
Manchester. Stcam Users’ Association, 

748 
Manchester, The 25,000-kw. turbo-alter- 

nator, 273 
Manchester turbo-generators, 718 
Manufacture, Concrete pipe, 7566 
Manufacture of electrical porcelain in 

Japan, 621 | 
Manufacture of nitrates, The synthetic. 

680 
Manufacturers’ amalgamation, Dynamo, 
Manufacturers and the Electricity Sup- 

ply Act, 163 
Manufacturers and producers, Confer- 

ence of, 78, 175, 953, 556 
Manufacturing costing systems, 66 
Manufacturing in Australia, Electrical. 

214, 780 
Manufacturing in India. Electrical, 44 
Marine motors, Electric starters for. 

179 
Markets, Agents in overseas. 268 _ 
Markets, Germany and her foreign, 78 
Marking of soals, The. 173 
Mars? Signals from, 148 
Materials, Surplus acronautical, 557 
Materials, Non-ferrous, 211 
Measuring heavy direct currents. A new 

method, by R. Е. Neale, 202 
Mechanical stokers, 213 
Medal, The Edison, 595 
Melbourne suburban railwavs, The elec- 

trification of the, 36, AR | 
Morchandise Marks Committee, ова, т! 
Mercury-src. rectifiers, Fuse size for, 72 
Metals, Non-ferrous, 364 > 
Metai prices and cable tenders, 175 
 \icteorite mystery.” A, 792 
Meter, The need for a cheap house- 
service, by C. W. Marshall. 168 
Metering problem, А freak, 627 
Meters for Holland, 12 
Meters, French orders for German elec- 

tricity. 171 
Meters in Australia, 

781 
Meters in France, Electric, 526 
Meters on balanced three-phase, three- 

wire stems. Single-phase, by H. 

G. Solomon, 741 | 
Metric system and decimal coinage, 464 
Metric system in U. S.A., The. 690 


Manufacture of, 


Metric system, The, 180 

Metropolitan- Vickers Rateau pressure- 
reducing steam turbine, 571 

Metropoiitan Water Board's 
tion, 814 

Mexican measures, 267 

Mexico, trade opportunities in, 396 

Microscope in the engineering indus- 
tries, 2908 

W electricity district, la-. 
76 

Milan, Electric vehicles in, 52 

Nlilan market, A, 44 

Military, Electrical workers and the, 
531 

Mine iocomotives, 531 

Mines, Electricity in, 35, 53, 90, 134 

Mines, Lighting conditions in, 339 

Mines, Restoration of Lens, 212 

Mining Committee, The Non-ferrous, 
279 

Mining industry, The coal, G85 

Mining safety lamps, 12, 466 

Ministry of Transport, 429 

Mont blanc, The tunnelling of, 148 

Motor car headlights, 361, 466 

Moior car lighting, 465 

Motor coach, Touring by. 268 

Motor. control gear, Modern, 369 

Motor depót, Slough, 53, 84, 158 

Motor Exhibition at Olympia, Marine, 
206, 357 

Motor Fuels Committee, 684 

Motor lorries, Static charyes on, 728 

Motor prices, Electric, 430 

Motor scooter, 465 

Motor Show, White City, 812 

Motor taxes, The new, 691 

Motor, The А.С. commutator, 512 

Mo:or, The Chitty, 642 

Motor vehicles, Identification marks on, 
533 

Motors, Light-weight, 718 

Motors, Submersible, 906 


installa- 


Municipal Electrical Association Con- 
vention, Incorporated, 84, 769, 803. 
818 

Municipal enterprise in the United 
States of Amcrica, 96 

Municipal finance, 77 

Municipalisation, 691 

Mutual ‘liscussion, 653 
ATIONAL Exhibition, Canadian, 

525 
National Federated Electrical Associa- 


tion, 555 

National health insurance, 700 

National Joint Board of Employers and 
Members of Staff (Electricity Sup- 
ply Industry), 685, 723 

Naval telegraphist ratings, 117, 369 

Naval wireless telegraphists, 692 

Navy, Electrical engineering service in 
the, 536 

Navy, Promotion in the, 148 

Networks, The design of distributing, 
by С. A. Gillin, 805 

Neuhausen Aluminium Co., The, 232, 
558 ; 


New COMPANIES— 
A.B.C. Manufacturing Co., 341 
A.C. Sparking Plug Co., 341 
Accumulators of Woking, 150 
African Conecssions Syndicate (1920), 


630 

Alabaster Lighting Ware Со., 309 

AlaJdin, 245 

Alamo Electric, 630 

Alliance Electrical Co., 597 

Amalgamated Firms, 564 

Anderson, Sydney, 244 

Anderton, William, & Co., 564 

Anglo-Russian Engineering Co. (Bir- 
mingham), 725 

Appareil Magnetique Co., 21 

A.R. Engineering Co. (Southampton), 
789 

Armature Winding Co., 597 

Assuciated Electric Welders, 371 

Associated Industries Insurance Cor- 
poration, 437 

Atlas Welding Co., 630 

Aurolite Electrical Supplies, 502 

Automobile Electrical Repairers, 119 

Bain, W. B., & J.. 183 

Baker, H. T., & Co., 245 

Ballinrobe Electricity Supply Co., 309 

Barrett & Wright, 119 

B.E. Manufacturing Co., 372 

Bennett & Rutherford, 564 

Berrite, 533 

B.K.E. Electric Motors, 21 

Bland, F. W., & Co., 565 

Bougie Pognon, 820 

Bower & ‘Taylor, 534 

Bowring, C. I., & Co. (West Coast 
Africa), 468 

Bovd, R. P., & Co., 437 

British Aris Sparking Plug Co., 21 

British Brass Fittings. 21 

British '* Dynamo,“ 630 

British East Africa Power Develop- 
ment Co., 183 

British Electrical Development Asso- 
ciation, 150 

British Electric Lamps. 663 

British Electrical Repairs. 21 

British Generator. Co.. 183 

British Non-ferrous Metals 
Association, 150 

British Plugs, 534 

British Scientific Apparatus Manufac- 
turers, 309 

Brolt, 1583 

Bryce, II. A., 6063 

Buglass & Jamieson, 75 

Rukwood Engineering Co., 7&9 

Cahir Electric Supply Со. 408 


Research 
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New Companies —continued. 

Calvete, I., 150 

Campion Ball & Co., 309 

Canning. W., & Co., 757 

Car Lighting Set Co., 130 

Carter, Hubert D., 244 

Cascoll Engineering Co., 54 

Castle Engineering, Co., 150 

Catchpole & Maurice, 725 

Chase Electrical Manufacturing Co.,215 

Chesterfield Tube Co., 434 

City Electric Welding Co. (Newcastle), 
757 

Colonial & Foreign Glass Industries, 
371 

Commercial Ignition Co., 55 

Cooke & Segal, 333 

Coventry Automatic Telephones, 565 

Cowlishaw, Walker, & Co. (1920), 183 

Crabtree, К. W., & Sons, 276 

Crookell, W., & Co., 55 

Davies, C. H., & Co., 21 

Deans Electrical & Engineering Co., 
55 

Dennis, G. P., 86 

De Martis Accumulators, 468 

Dick Kerr, & Co., 437 

Dickenson & Thompson, 309 

Dimpo, 468 

Dodds, Finlay & Co., 309 

Don Engineering Co., 534 

Duckham, Arthur, & Co. (1920), 372 

Dunblane & District Electricity Supply 
Co., 663 

Durelco, 789 

Durrants Engineers, 468 

Dux Electric Quilt & Fibril, 725 

Huffam & Son, 86 

E.B.C. Electrical Co., 533 

. Ebonestos Insulators, 86 

E. I. C. Magnetos, 630 

Electric Motors (South Wales), 86 

Electric Repairs, 86 

Electrical Appliances (Blackpool), 468 

Electrical Depositing Processes, 55 

Electrical Industries, 630 

Electrical Maintenance Co. 
pool), 55 

Electroducer, 276 

Electro-Dynamic Construction Co., 86 

Emery's, T., Automatic Power Gene- 
rating Motors, 663 

Engineering Agency, 86 

Engineering & Lighting Equipment 
Co., 372 

English Electric Supplies, 119 

Ever-Ready Company (Great Britain), 
630 

Falkesley Electrical & Kinema Sup- 
plies, 663 

Fintona Electric Light Co., 372 

Franklin Engineering Co., 530 

Garner, Holt & Co., 820 

Garrett, Green & Co., 630 

General Welding Co., 149 

Goodall Electric, 663 

Greenling Electric Supplies, 820 

Gwynnes. Engineering Co., 437 

Hackbridge Electric Construction Co., 
245 

Hall Brothers (Manchester), 309 

Halliwell & Good, дд 
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THE OLD YEAR AND THE NEW. 


THOUGH it is not our intention to occupy the time of the 
reader, or to tax his already over-burdened mind, with a 
detailed review of the events of the year that has just 
closed, the occasion cannot be passed over without brief 
reference to some of its outstanding problems and experiences. 
Nineteen-nineteen has passed into history, and it will be 
remembered as one of the most momentous years through 
which any of us has lived. 

Many anxious months were occupied with the negotiating 
of the Terms of Peace ; even now the Treaties have not 
been ratified by all the parties concerned therein, and there 
yet remain unsettled many World Problems arising in that 
connection. The demobilisation of millions of men has been 
continuously in progress, and the British Empire and the 
Allies have been faced with innumerable difficulties attend- 
ing the resettlement of the Forces in peaceful avocations. 
While we have been thus engaged, there have crowded in 
upon us the accumulated problems of five years of war; 
these and other matters all seemed to clamour at once for 
settlement. Though our hands were as full with duty 
directly connected with the war as at almost any period of 
actual hostilities, the weight of responsibilities was added 
to enormously by a desire that was abroad for all the ills of 
humanity to be removed without delay as by the waving 
of some magic wand.  Nationalisation demands, incessant 
agitations for higher wages and shorter hours, efforts 
to secure “control,” the railway strike and struggle 
with the community,. the continued increase in the 
cost of living, the serious developments in rates of 
exchange, the ever-growing burden of National Finance 
—these are some of the leading questions of the year. 
Remembering all that has been involved, and all the 
dangers through which we have passed, it is im- 
possible to view the situation in its entirety without 
adopting the tone of optimism of the King's Speech. It is 
a matter for general thanksgiving that we have passed 
through so critical a year without greater damage to con- 
stitutional and individual interests. 

Limiting our survey to matters coming more imme- 
diately within the scope of our specialised activities, we 
recall that for thousands of factories and works no incon- 
siderable part of the period referred to has been busily 
occupied with the turnover from war work to commercial 
production. For some concerns this was naturally an easier 
operation than for others. During the year it was pos- 
sible to reveal something of the brilliant war-time record 
of engineering and electrical factories, of the achievements 
of scientific men and societies, of the advances in wireless 
applications, and of the exploits which stand to British 
credit in submarine telegraphy. 

Electrical, engineering, and other scientific bodies have 
returned to former activity ; indeed, are more “ live” than 
ever. The I. M. E. A. and the B.A. have resumed their pre-war 
programmes. The Whitley Councils are taking shape, and 
as a result of this movement the E. P. E. A., the S. T. E., 
the N. A. S. E., and the E. S. C. A. have been stimulated to 
increased activity with a view to securing the representation 
of their members the middle class of the industry 
on the Councils. | 

If we turn our thoughts to purely electrical opera- 
tions, perhaps we must place first and foremost the Elec- 
tricity Supply Act, which has just received the Royal 
Assent. : 

Our pages have told from week to week, as the year has 
passed on, of gratifying projects which were in course of 
preparation. Electric railway work is about to advance on 
a large scale within the United Kingdom, in the Colonies 
and Dependencies, and in practically all parts of the world. 
There are hydro-electric schemes ready to be put in hand at 
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home and abroad. In wireless and cable telegraphy and 
telephony, land and sea alike, conditions are ripe for a great 
move forward. [Electricity works in all parts of the 
kingdom are short of plant, and cannot keep pace with the 
demand for energy, notwithstanding all the additions of the 
war period. The domestic load and all that that implies 
is promising beyond our fondest hopes of earlier days. 
The Electrica! Development Association is getting 
to work at the right moment. The electric 
vehicle is coming into its own, as the numerous orders 
of the year have proved. The outlook for manu- 
facturers in all departments of the industry is unquestionably 
brighter than it ever has been. 

At the beginning of 1919 we wrote looking forward to a 
period of intensive activity in the electrical industries. If 
we were justified then we are more than justified to-day, for 
it is our conviction that the electrical industries are in for 
a Boom, and for one that should last for years if the menace 
of industrial unrest and financial stress do not assume 
serious shape. In a sense, we have carried over to 1920 
many of the problems that we had to meet in 1919, but the 
experience of the latter year fills us with hope. 


THE proposal to develop the possibilities 
of Dartmoor as a source of water-power 
has aroused the wrath of those who love 
the district for its aesthetic amenities and its arch:eological 
interest, and they are conducting an energetic campaign 
against the scheme by letters to the Press. We respect 
their feelings, and their solicitude for the interests of those 
who, they say, would suffer injury if the scheme were 
carried through. But are they justified in believing that 
those natural features or those interests would be prejudiced 
by the utilisation of the waterpower ? 

The details of the project are not in our possession, but 
they are not necessary to our purpose, which is to point out 
that hydroelectric works do not rowswme the water which 

through their turbines, nor do they contaminate it 
in any way. The water is still available for use in irrigation 
or for human consumption when it has yielded up its 
energy, and by the construction of dams and reservoirs its 
flow is regulated so that floods and droughts are obviated. 
At the same time the benefit of a supply of electric power 
at their doors will accrue to the residents, and the district 
will be enabled to develop industries without the accom- 
paniment of smoky chimneys, while many thousand tons of 
coal will be annually saved. 

Whether scenic beauties should be preferred to industrial 
development in these days is а question upon which we 
hold very decided views, but in this case we doubt whether 
that question arises at all A much more weighty 
objection to the proposal is one to which Mr. H. Davey has 
given definite shape—namely, the extravagant expenditure 
which is foreshadowed, and which appears to be out of all 
proportion to the output obtainable. The chief obstacle 
to the development of water-power is usually the question 
of finance, and if the scheme will not hold water from that 
point of view it is not likely to float. 


Dartmoor in 
Danger ? 


WHILST uttering a solemn protest 
against the Dartmoor scheme, on the 
usual lines—that is, taking for granted 
that it would necessarily ruin the district as a pleasure 
resort, which is an unwarranted assumption—the Mwily 
Mail does not scruple to give pictorial publicity to a hare- 
brained scheme emanating from the imagination of a Mr. 
A. E. Steel, who proposes to generate electricity by means 
of pumps, water tanks, and turbo-dynamos from the passage 
of heavy traffic over the street surface. To charac- 
terise such a proposal as idiotic is to put it mildly; 
moderate language is utterly inadequate to the occasion. 
Yet this preposterous idea is said to be“ among the most 
ambitious inventions of the year," and the Dai/y Ма! has 
evidently taken it quite seriously. 


“ Where Angels 
Fear to Tread.” 


Now, of what value is the opinion of a paper which 
could entertain such a mad notion, with regard to any 
engineering or physical question whatever ? 

We regret to say that the Morning Post was similarly 
fooled, and said the scheme seemed to be *' worthy of con- 
sideration.” We would gladly save our lay contemporaries 
from these astounding blunders if they would only ring us 
up and ask our advice. 


Ir is regrettable that political con- 
siderations should be allowed to colour, or 
at least give a complexion ” to, purely 
engineering problems. That of super-stations is a case in 
point. The word has become a party cry. There are the 
super-stationists and the anti-super-stationists. The latter 
comprise mainly the reactionary element who profess to 
pin their faith to the somewhat indefinite process called 
“linking-up” (which the Board of Trade Electric Power 
Committee, with perhaps unnecessary gentleness, put aside 


as not in itself sufficient). 

This sit-still " party has, indeed, a good deal to answer 
for in giving such a good case for the Government to 
insist that only the most drastic steps in legislation (vide 
the Electricity Bill as it left the Commons) would be of 
any use. On the other hand, the word super-station has 
been exalted by the other party to a sort of fetish. It 
has stolen some of the etymological glamour attaching to 
the Nietzschean “ super-man.” Ав а matter of fact, there 
is no real distinction between a station and a super-station. 
The whole question, the purely engineering question, falls 
under two heads—one, the problem of concentrating as much 
plant as possible under one roof ; the other, that of making 
the size of each machine as big as possible. The first 
question is only one of degree as compared with the practice 
in existing stations of making one roof cover as many 
machines as are necessary for a particular district. As to 
the size of the sets, here again super-sets are not some- 
thing special and unadaptable to existing stations—witness 
Manchester and its 30,000-K w. set. 

The fault of the whole thing is, in fact, largely due to 
the matter being considered in vacuo. There is no question 
of some universal panacea. Hach district with its own 
special electrical conditions must be dealt with individually. 
What size of station is, in the individual case, necessary, 
and what size of set is most economical, under the particular 
conditions, must be determined by engineering considera- 
tions with due regard to the commercial aspect of the 


Stations or 
Super-Stations. 


question. 
A DECIDED feeling is growing in 
German Germany against the export of various 
Restrictions on finds of manufactures at dumping pri 
Dumping. inds of mauufac ping prices 


in paper marks, examples of .this kind 
being regarded in many circles as a waste of national 
wealth under the existing circumstances of the heavy 
depreciation of the mark. In pre-war times many foreign 
customers became во accustomed to purchasing goods from 
Germany— goods produced in bulk, and safely protected in 
the inland market by high import duties—at very low 
prices, that they consider it only right and proper that they 
should be able also at the present time to procure similar 
goods from Germany on the same terms, with the additional 
advantage of deriving benefit from the low exchange value 
of the mark. But the representatives of some of these 
customers have been afforded an opportunity of experiencing 
the truth of the old saying that even & worm will turn. 
The first instances of this kind of any importance were. 
recorded at the recent Trade Fair held at Frankfort-on- 
Main, when the paper mark was still worth twice as 
much as it is now, and when foreign customers expressed 
surprise that many German exhibitors refused to accept 
orders for delivery in German paper exchange, but demanded 
payment in foreign currency, or in marks of the equivalent 
amount. 

A second instance occurred some weeks ago. when the 
former Secretary of State to the Ministry for Economy, in 
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the course of an address delivered before the Association of 
German Engineers at Berlin, recommended that engineers 
should at once increase prices by 300 per cent.— a suggestion 
which was received with applause by the members of the 
audience—and at that time, too, the mark was substantially 
higher than at the present time. Since then the Associa- 
tion of Machine Tool Makers, in the course of a circular 
distributed privately among the members, advised the 
lutter to raise prices by 700 per cent., this percentage 
including an increase of 300 per cent. already previously 
in operation.  Leadiug iron and steel makers are also 
moving in the direction of obtaining in export markets 
prices which are practically equivalent to the world's 
market prices, although a decided leakage of goods sold by 
merchants continues to take place through the gap" in 


the West. In addition, the Government is devoting atten- . 


tion to the waste of national property by dumping, and is 
determined to stop this practice either by the imposition of 
export duties, or by extending the control of the export 
trade to self-governing combinations in the form of duly 
authorised trade syndicates, and it is probable that the 
latter remedy will be adopted. Nominally the export and 
import trade has been under Government control for a long 
time past by means of the export departments for specified 
industries, but evasions are easy and numerous; and it 
is therefore thought that if each branch is self-governed by 
its own constituents, they will take care that merchandise 
is not exported at dumping prices which, while being of 
temporary benefit to the individual manufacturer, are 
detrimental to the interests of the community, which lie in 
the direction of securing higher export prices, and thus 
contributing towards an improvement in the trade balance 
of the country and consequently in the value of the mark. 

As bearing upon the question, we observe in a Copen- 
hagen newspaper, of December 91st, that Danish pur- 
chasers of metal goods in Germany have recently found it 
impossible to secure delivery, as they have been informed 
by German makers that the State Export Department will 
not grant an export permit unless the prices are increased 
by up to 800 per cent. In the case of a Danish importing 
firm which ordered electrical articles from a wholesaler in 
Berlin, the prices of the goods which were ordered in 
September were raised by 45 per cent. in October; but in 
the middle of November the intimation arrived that the 
German Government would not permit the export of the 
articles without the prices being more than doubled. 

It is understood that similar instances have arisen in 
Great Britain. Whatever views we may entertain con- 
cerning the advisability or otherwise of importing merchan- 
dise of any kind from Germany, at all events we have an 
interest in seeing German export prices rise considerably 
beyond their present level. Higher prices imply a 
reduction in the severity of German competition due to 
dumping ; they indicate a tendency towards an improve- 
ment in the German exchange. They show a possibility of 
the country being able to pu-chase raw materials more 
cheaply ; aud they exhibit a movement towards a mauu- 
facturing revival. If these effects are not brought about, 
the possibility of the Allies ever receiving a monetary war 
indemuity from Germany will be exceedingly remote. 


IN our ‘ Correspondence" columns 
to-day, * Economy strikes a true note; 
| the elimination of waste of every kind— 
including waste of human labour—should be our-aim. 
But the question is a very wide one, and, while we 
endeavour to promote economy in new ways, we must not 
neglect methods which are already known to us. 

“Economy” rightly deprecates controversy between gus 
and electrica] men, and we had no desire to embark upon it. 
But a campaign was openel by Sir Dugald Clerk, last 
spring, in the interests of the gas industry, in the course of 
which he made statements with regard to the relative merits 
of gas and electricity from the economical point of view 
which could not be allowed to pass unchallenged. So long 
as he affects to compare electrical energy—energy which 
is directly available for use, far more widely available, in 


Fuel 
Economy. 


fact, than if it were in the form of actual units of heat — 
with the potential heat energy which is admittedly present 
in gas, but which is not capable of utilisation to a degree 
even remotely approaching that of electrical energy—he is 
laying a false scent, and his assertions must be fought and 
refuted. It was for that reason that we published Mr. 
Klemens’s articles, which we believe to be substantially 
true. | 

But, as we have said, it is a broad question, and a con- 
sideration of the first importance in this relation is almost 
invariably ignored— namely, the coal itself. Gas suppliers 
must have coal of a certain kind and quality to work upon ; 
but there are vast quantities of coal from which the by- 
products cannot be extracted on an economic basis, and 
which are fit for nothing at all but combustion. This coal 
can be, and is, utilised by electricity works ; otherwise it 
would be almost wholly wasted—thousands of tons have 
been dumped in the sea, and large quantities have been 
left in the pite. Hence, even if the claims of the gas 
engineers were justified, the case would not be materially 
altered. Put it this way: Every ton of waste coal used in 
electricity works saves a ton of good coal that would other- 
wise be used in gas works. How does the comparison 
stand then ? 


Dr. WALTER RATHENAU, addressing the 
k Chairman o! shareholders at the recent annual meeting 
е A.E.G. Speaks | | 
Again. of the A.E.G., did. not appear to be in а 
very happy frame of mind, judging from 
the reports of his speech published in the German news- 
papers, although he ooncluded by again emphasising the 
indispensability of German industry and trade to other 
countries. He stated that the destruction of property, 
which was a consequence of the world war, had not ceased 
with the end of the war, but still continued to-day. A 
reduction in all visible capital property was taking place, 
and at the same time there was a decrease in the workmen's 
efficiency, together with the diminution in the length of 
the working shift from nine to eight hours. The present 
low rate of production was inadequate to cope with the 
problems which the future imposed on world economy, and 
one of the chief matters of the near future was the 
restoration of the East and of the North of France and 
Belgium. : 

The chairman proceeded to say that, generally speaking, 
the balance-sheet of world economy was very gloomy. 
In former times the production was able to meet the con- 
sumption, but the conditions were now reversed. Still, 
it was impossible to refer toa period of high prosperity, 
as the efficiency had abated as compared with former 
times. If German industry wished to recover its leading 
importance ia the world’s markets, it must be guided in the 
direction of combination and simplification of working, and 
for this purpose the A.E.G. had taken up the lamp business 
with the Auer Co. and the Siemens & Halske Works. A 
great need of capital had been manifested for the entire 
German industry owing to the depreciation of money; the 
A.E.G. had contracted a loan of 100,000,000 marks, and 
hoped in this way to have sufficient liquid funds without 
provisionally holding out the prospect of an increase in the 


share capital. 


Coming to consider the question of raw materials, the 
chairman remarked that at the beginning of the year, lists 
were prepared by private firms, and by the competent 
authorities, showing the classes and quantities of raw 
materials which would be urgently required by the industries 
in the next few years. The Government, however, had 
given way to the pressure of wide circles, and permitted 
free trading for many economic branches. In his opinion 
thedumping of German goods abroad and the fall in the 
value of the mark were due to this “dictatorship of free 
trading," whilst the keeping open of the German frontiers 
had also been injurious to German economy. It was 
urgently necessary again to promote the technical efficiency 
of German industry, and the speaker concluded that when 
this level of efficiency had again been reached, other 
countries would also perceive that the world's markets could 
not manage without German industry and trade. 
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THE PRODUCTION OF HYDROGEN AND OXYGEN BY ELECTROLYSIS. 


By Lieut.-Col. T. A. ROSS, A.M.LE.E., late R.A.F. and R.E. 


HYDROGEN and oxygen were employed in large and 
ever-bincreasing quantities by the various Expedi- 
tionary Forces during the course of the war, and 
were obtained from various sources. The needs of 
the B.E.F., in France, of course, overshadowed all 
other demands. 

Hydrogen was required for dirigible and observa- 
tion balloons, for carrying propaganda literature by 


Army, combined with the effects of the enemy sub- 
marine campaign, bold measures and rapid execution 
had to be undertaken in the field to overcome pre- 
sent and future difficulties. 

After a survey of the situation it was decided that 
the production of hydrogen and oxygen by the elec- 
trolysis of water was possible in the field, and, taking 
every disability into consideration, promised the least 
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means of free balloons, and for meteorological pur- 
poses, whilst oxygen was required for treating 
medical, particularly asphyxiating and other gas, 
cases, for pilots of aeroplanes, and for workshop 
needs. Both hydrogen and oxygen were employed 
in other ways, which must, for the present, at any 
rate, remain secret. 
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delay in erection of plant. It will be appreciated that 
the case presented some features which are not, and 
never will be, present in civil operation. There were 
comparatively few existing data to go upon, the 
workshops of the Allies were more than fully oc- 
cupied already, and many considerations had to be 
subordinated or dismissed in view of the need for 


FIG. 2.—INTERIOR OF GENERATING STATION. 


With the processes of production, or the sources 
of supply, of these gases up to the latter end of 1917, 
this article is not concerned. It is sufficient to say 
that the quantities delivered fell short of the demand 
and that, with the programme ahead of the British 


speed. Nor could the attentions of the enemy by 
land or air be overlooked. In viewing, then, the 
means adopted and hereafter described, these points 
must receive consideration. 

From many places in France and England sufh- 
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cient, if not always suitable, plant was gathered to- splinters. It was also made long and narrow so 
gether in February, 1918, to form two widely sepa- as to reduce the target offered. Ж? 
rated installations in France. The combined in- | 
stallations were estimated to be capable of producing 
approximately 200,000 cubic feet of hydrogen and 
100,000 cubic feet of oxygen each day of 20 working 
hours. These figures did not represent the total 
demand, but sufficient to secure the situation only. 
Work on both sites was commenced early in Feb- 


ruary, but most of the effort was, for the time being, rd —1 
concentrated on the southern, and smaller, installa- M ud 
tion. a i 

Work on buildings, foundations, railways, and а ои 5 | 


water supply was already well advanced when, on È O- oe 

March 215, the German offensive was launched. ae ave [чет оом E 
Prior to that date, bombing operations by the enemy „7 

had been somewhat active, but not sufficient to lead „7 [em 

to any modifications in the plans. 

With this great and progressive offensive, how- — poema 
ever, all went into the melting pot. Such plant as = mous 
could be removed was at once taken back to a place 
of greater safety, though it may be said here that 
the German wave never quite reached either site. 
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Eventually, the northern plant was handed over --------------- „„ EE | 
to the Admiralty for erection in England for pur- —————"—= = 
poses of its own, and a fresh site was selected for the . OP рТ. 


remaining plant, in France, at 
Rouen. This is the plant now 
completed and described below, 
the plant in England not having 
been completed. 

The site is on a slope of about 
I ft. in 40 ft., and in the lay-out 
regard was paid to the utilisation 
of this feature as far as possible. 
The plant may be considered as 
consisting of three groups, the 
first dealing with the production 
of electric power, the second with 
the conversion of water into 
hydrogen and oxygen, and the 
third with the storage, compress- 
ing, and handling of these gases 
when produced. 

In principle the arrangement 15 
that all liquids and solids flow or 
move by gravity down hill, and all 
gases travel back uphill. 

Power Group.—The general ar- 
rangement is shown in fig. 4, and ` 
fig. 1 gives a view of the plant. | 

Buildings.—A steel-frame build- 
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ing houses the power plant, and E 
was designed to be walled bv sand- 
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Fig. 5.— DISTRIBUTION SWITCHBOARD. 


Water Supply.—-After examination of the gealo- 
gical strata, it was decided to sink a bore-hole! of 
200 ft., and employ the air-lift system. This proved 
entirely successful, as a continuous supply of 9,000 
gallons per hour is available. The water is of véry 
good quality. 

Cooling Tower.—This tower is of the usual drip- 
board, open-frame type, and was designed to deal 
with 11,000 gallons of water per hour. | 

Fuel Oil Tanks.—The tanks are each of 6,500 gal- 
lons capacity, and are set at such a level that the 
oil-fuel, on arrival in railway tank-trucks, flows inte 
them by gravity. They are cross-connected, to en- 
sure continuity of supply. From them the oil. ‘s 
pumped into two ready-use tanks of 500 gallons. 
each, situated on platforms in the power-house. 

Engines amd  Generators.—T wo 500-550-B. H. P. 
Diesel engines, by Mirrlees, Bickerton & Day, drive 
two 340-KW. compound, interpole p.c. generators. 
with their windings arranged for static balancing. 

Fra. 3.—MAIN SWITCHBOARD. _ by Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd. (see fig. 2). The 

| | | voltage is 480, and this is utilised on the ordinary 3- 
bagging between stanchions, and to have concrete: wire system, the out-of-balance load being cared for 
traverses, for protecting the machines against flying. by two oil-immersed static-balancers, by Johnson and 
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Philips. These balancers are connected to their 
respective generators through slip-rings, the arma- 
ture winding being tapped at three points, and the 
interpole and series field windings are respectively 
grouped with their positive and negative poles in 
series. The field, apart from the ‘shunt- winding, 
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thus becomes divided between the positive and neu- 
tral and negative and neutral. 

In dealing with the engine auxiliary gear, all 
starting-air receivers were interconnected and air- 
piping duplicated where necessary, so as to minimise 
the effects of possible damage by bomb-splinters. 
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КӨ. 7,—INTERIOR OF BATTERY 
A small auxiliary air-compressor, driven by a 4- 
B. H. P. petrol engine, is provided to recharge a start- 
ing cylinder in case of complete loss of air. This 
^ proved very useful. 
Specially large silencers, built of soft bricks, were 
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provided for the Diesel engines, it being the 


writer’s previous experience that anti-aircraft gun- 
ners in the neighbourhood of engines with noisy 
exhausts invariably demand that they shall be shut 
down during raids owing to the difficulty of locating 
aircraft by 


This 


sound under the circumstances. 
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a, Plate; b, Rubber joint; e, Bolts; d, Flange ; e, Corrugation; f, Passage; g, Glass; h, Beparator; j, Port; k. Feed; l, Leads. 
6.—DETAILS OF THE ELECTROLYTIC CELLS. 


is particularly the case with multiple-engined aero- 
planes, which more readily svnchronise with local 
noises. The writer had some interestiny experiences 
at the front in this connection. In fine moonlight 
weather, when bombing was active on both sides, 
loss of production, consequent upon frequent shut- 
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downs, became a serious matter in the case of cer- 
tain water-treatment plants in France. 
5 Machinery. — Petrol sets of 18 Kw. and 5 
provide power and lighting at 110 volts. Two 
коа pumps, submerged below the level of the 
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cooling tower reservoir, supply water for all pur— 
poses, including an auxiliary circulating-water supply 
to the Diesel engines after the latter have been shut 
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Fig. S.—CoRRUGATED PLATE WITA GLASS VAN ES. 


down. This is to minimise de— 
position in water jackets. 

An air compressor, motor- 
driven, supplies air for the air-lift 
system, previously referred to, 
and was also employed for tools 
during the erection of the plant. 

Switchboards. — Two switch- 
boards, seen in figs. 3 and 5, were 
supplied by Messrs. Switchgear 
and Cowans, Ltd. They present 
no unusual features, and were 
placed in annexes to the main 
building, in order to make their 
protection from bombs an easier 
matter. The distribution board, 
fig. 5, had also to be isolated from 
the battery house in order that 
flashes might not fire any escaping 
gases. 

Gas-production Group. — The 
electrolytic cells, of which there 
are 2,600, are arranged in 52 
groups of 50 each, and four 
groups each are connected in 
series between positive and nega- 
tive, with the mid-way point con- 
nected to neutral, which, in turn, 
is earthed. A general view of the 
interior of the battery house is 
seen in fig. 7. The electrolyte is 
a solution of pure caustic soda dis- 
solved in distilled water, of a 
specific gravity of зо deg. Beaumcé. 
The action of these cells, which 
were made on the ‘‘ Systeme 
(Geeraerd," can best be followed 
by a reference to the diagram in 
fig. 6. It will be noticed that this 
system does away with the use of 
a porous screen between the 
oxygen and hydrogen compartments, thus consider- 
ably lowering the internal resistance. 
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Each cell consists of two dished cast-iron ‘plates 
(a) insulated from each other by a rubber joint and 
held together by a number of insulated bolfs. The 
faces of these plates are finely corrugated. Placed 
horizontally across them, for their full width, and 
held in place by suitable ebonite distance-pieces, are 
a number of glass vanes (g). Referring to fig. OF, 
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FiG. 9.—LAY-OUT OF COMPRESSING PLANT. 


it will be seen that these vanes are inclined down- 
ward, with one edge resting against the corrugated 
surface. Assuming that this cell is now filled with 
the electrolyte, and the plates are connected to a 
source of current, the water in the electrolyte will 
be resolved into its constituent gases, hydrogen and 
oxygen. The whole system is submerged in the 
electrolyte. Oxygen bubbles will form on the posi- 
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tive plate and hydrogen on the negative. These 
bubbles on leaving their plates are deflected back by 
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the glass vanes, and their natural tendency to rise 
15 accommodated by the corrugations previously 
referred to. They pass along these and find them- 
selves in the respective chambers formed by the 
rubber joint (b), whose lower edge is some inches 
below the level of the top vane. These chambers 
have each a port, opening into one of the two pas- 
sages (f). It will be evident that numbers of these 
cells may be bolted together, with insulated bolts, to 
form a multiple system, the passages (f) thus becom- 
ing automatically manifold pipes. Each plate (a) has 
one face connected through its port (7) to one pas- 
sage (f), and the other face connects in the same 
manner to the remaining passage (f) It follows 
that gases formed on these faces will find their way 
only into the passages with which they are con- 
nected. They then pass along them to separators, 
seen on top of the cells (fig. 7). 
There any entrained liquid is se- 
parated and returned to the cells. 
From them the gas flows to the 
purifers. These purifiers consist 
éssentially of a platinum wire coil, 
surrounded by a mass of plati- 
nised fibre, the whole being kept 
at bright-red heat by a suitable 
current. The gas, in its passage 
through this mass, is relieved by 
combustion of its impurities, 
mostly oxygen or hydrogen in 
each case. By this means its 
purity can be raised if necessary, 
above 99.7 per cent. 

The make-up water is distilled, 
in a still supplied with warm water 
from the main engine jackets, and 
about 750 gallons per day is | 
normally required. The caustic soda remains un- 
affected. The guaranteed production of the battery 
was 84,000 cu. ft. of hydrogen and 42,000 cu. ft. of 
oxygen per day of 20 hours. Working experience 
shows a wide range of production, with the variable 
factors of electrolyte: temperature and current den- 
sity. Normally efficiency grows with increment of 
current density, but there are several limiting factors. 

Gas-handling Group.—Gas-holders.—The purified 
gases flow by 4 in. mains to two single-lift gas- 
holders, fig. 10, each of 20,000 cu. ft. capacity. As 
the sub-soil consisted of coarse gravel, and the total 
loading was not more than 1,500 Ib. per sq. ft., the 
water tanks were erected without the usual concrete 
foundations. No trouble was experienced on this 
score. Provision was made for turning the warm 
circulating water from the main engines into these 
tanks in freezing weather. They were erected at 
some distance from each other and from adjacent 
buildings, as it was considered that the sudden dis- 
placement of the atmosphere, following on a bomb 
or shell explosion sufficiently close, might lead to 
the involuntary release and ignition of the very light 
and highly inflammable gas. This view was con- 
firmed by subsequent experience elsewhere. 

Compressors.—From the gas-holders, the gases 
are led to the compressor-houses, fig. rr. The ar- 
rangement of these is similar for each gas, the only 
variation being in the number of compressors, of 
which there are five in the hydrogen house and four 
in the oxygen house. These compressors were made 
by Brotherhood, and are capable of delivering 20 
cu. ft. per hour at 2,500 lb. per sq. in. They have 
four stages, driven from a single-throw crank, and 
are similar to those employed for compressing air 
for torpedoes. 

Each of these compressors is mounted on a bed- 
plate with a 35-B.H.P., 4-cylinder petrol engine, and 
is connected through a clutch and reduction gear. 


This is, of course, not an ideal drive, but as pre- 


viously referred to, evervthing had to be sacrificed 
to speed of erection and the utilisation of existing 
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and available plant. The compressing of these at- 
tenuated and inflammable gases presents some pro- 
blems. Valves, pistons, piston-rods, and packings 
must all be of suitable materials and maintained in 
a state of the utmost efficiency. This means frequent 
overhauling. Matters are further complicated by the 
necessity of preventing oxygen from coming into 
contact with lubricating oils. A solution of pure 
castile soap is recommended for lubrication of those 
moving parts of the compressor which come into 
contact with this gas. To facilitate overhauls the 
layout shown in fig. 9 was adopted. This permits 
of a complete compressing unit being withdrawn 
from service into the repair shop, and a fresh one 
put into its place within 30 minutes. with the aid of 
а 2-ton overhead. traveller. To facilitate this all gas 
and water connections to the unit have a rubber- 
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FIG. 12,—TUBE-CHARGING BENCHES AND TRACKWORK, 


hose insert fastened with clips. Petrol is piped from 
a common tank, placed outside, to each set. The 
circulating fans for the radiators were placed as 
shown to keep down temperature and dust in, and 
exhaust any gases outward from, the engine room. 
The method of silencing the engine exhausts was 
the same as that employed for the main engines, for 
the same reasons. The general arrangements en- 


- sured the absence of personnel and repair work from 


the engine room under working conditions, only the 
man in charge of the shift having reason to be there. 

Charging Arrangements.—The compressed gases 
are conveyed in $ in. bore, No. 8 gauge, hard-drawn 
copper piping to the tube-charging benches. These 
are seen in fig. 12, which also shows the system of 
turntables and trackwork adopted to permit of con- 
tinuous charging and. handling of gas-tubes, on 
special trucks capable of holding six tubes, each 
averaging 260 lb. in weight. 

The author has been responsible for the design and 
erection of this plant, using only militarv labour. 
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Gattie Clearing-house Scheme. — The Departmental 
Committee, presided over by Sir Fortescue Flannery, that 
inquired into Mr. A. W. Gattie's proposal for a goods clear- 
ing house for London is unable to recommend its adoption. 
The report issued on December rd states that even at 
pre-war figures it might cost 300 million pounds if applied to 
the whole country. At present-day costs the outlay would 
be much greater, says the report, which is addressed to the 
Minister of Transport, and the committee is of the opinion 
that it cannot recommend such an expenditure of public 
money. This is only one of the many good reasons why the 
Scheme is disapproved by the committee of inquiry, which, 
however, considers that the container system has undoubted 
advantages. The necessity for an improvement in railway 
terminal arrangements is recognised by the committee, which 
hopes that benefits will be derived frou the institution of a 
Ministry of Transport. 


< 
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ENGINEERING: ON. BOARD SHIP. 


IN the course of his presidential address before the JUNIOR 
INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS, on The Influence of the War on 
Engineering," Sir E. H. Tennyson D'Eyncourt, K. C. B., 
M. I. N.A., said that there had never been any period during 
which the work of engineers had been of equal importance 
or been more indispensable to the community than during 
the great war, and it would be equally important during the 
period of reconstruction, and the later period of increased 
production which must follow, if the British Empire was to 
continue to prosper., They had learnt a great many things 
from the war, and were in а splendid position to take advan- 

e of those lessons, if they took care to utilise the know- 
Ds so gained in the proper way. In the next few years 
the engineers of this country. would be called upon to play 
a part which might be a deciding factor in the. future pro- 
sperity of the country. | 

In this connection there was a danger which they should 
be especially upon their guard against, and that was that 
with the tremendous shortage of all sorts of manufactured 
articles at home, whether great.or small, this great home de- 
mand would keep their own industries well occupied for a 
considerable number of years; if they were not careful to 
foster their foreign trade they would lose the foreign market. 
It was, therefore, doubly incumbent upon them to increase 

roduction, so as to be able to meet as far as possible demands 
rom abroad, and in this manner to retain the foreign 1narkets, 
of which they would be in great need within a certain num- 
ber of years. 

All who were concerned with industry, of whom the en- 
gineers of this country were probably the most important 
body of all, must bend their minds to the task of producing 
a condition of stable equilibrium in labour. They should 
all endeavour to exchange views with the actual workers in 
the shops and try to arrive at a friendly understanding 
between those in authority and those who were working 
under them. The young men should take great pains to 
find out the point of view of the workmen and all concerned. 
Only in this way, by friendly interchange of views and 
knowledge of what both sides were thinking, would they 
arrive at an understanding and make it clear that the pro- 
aperit? of all was intimately bound up together. 

À few years before the war, Sir Charles Parsons had 
tsckled the problem of combining the desired high speed of 
revolution of the turbine with the more efficient slow-running 
propeller by means of mechanical gearing, and the geared 
turbine design was adopted for destroyers, light cruisers, 
patral vessels, and battle cruisers in quick succession, with 
most gratifying results. For some time past it had been the 
recognised type of machinery for all classes of warships, and it 
had proved itself to be suitable in all respects. Never, perhaps, 
had such an important step in machinery development made 
such rapid strides. In some of fhe destroyers they obtained 
a propulsive coeflicient—that was, the ratio of efficient to in- 
dicated horse-power—as low as 40 per cent., whereas when 
they adopted the geared turbinea they obtained a propulsive 
coefficient as high as.60 per cent. This meant that they could 
obtain either a greater speed with the same power, or obtain 
the speed which would formerly have taken a much greater 


power with proportionately Jess power. This, therefore, gave 


an immense military advantage to the design. Thiy very 
marked improvement was to a somewhat less extent also 
apparent in the larger ships. | , 

So far as they knew, no enemy ship was fitted.with mechani- 
cally geared turbines, but some of them had been fitted with 
the Föttinger transformer. The loss of power in the Föttinger 
gear was 8 or 9 per cent., whereas the loss in. the Parsons 
gear was only 1 or 3 per cent. б, 

Another form of transmission which һай come into pro- 
minence was the electric transmission which had been adopted 
by the United States Navy with considerable success, and 
оп a smaller scale in our own Navy. It was being considered 
with much interest, as although it would appear to offer few 
advantages and some decided disadvantages for full power 
working (considering the success they had һай with mechani- 

} gearing), yet the advantages for low-pressure working 
might: (if substantiated) prove of considerable value and well 
worthy of trial by ourselves, especially when it was borne 
in mind that warships steamed for perhaps 80 per cent. of 
their time at sea at a small fraction, say one-tenth. of their 
full power, so that nine-tenths of their power inight be re- 
garded as reserve to be used only in emergency. Economy at 
auch powers became of very high importance. a 

the largest class of submarines, the K bonts, to obtain 

% surface speed of 24 knots they had to provide steam tur- 
mes, 38 it was impossible to get the 10.000 н.р. necessary 

with Diesel engines, which had been adopted for the surface 
drive-in all previous submarines. . The boats were a great 
success. It was interesting, in this connection. to point out 
that besides the steam turbines for full speed on the surface. 
submarines had the electric drive under water, and 
aleo а Diesel engine for use just before diving or just after 
wolning te the surface. The transmission from the Diesel 
enine Was through the electric motors, so that: these vessels 

X hot.only geared turbines for the steam drive. but they 
is had electrical transmission with a Diesel: engine and an 
mectne battery drive when under water, and were therefore 


quite unique vessels in every way; they were 5 or 6 knots 
taster on the surface than any vessels the Germans produced. 

Great economy had been effected by the use of oil fuel for 
the Navy during the war. [t had been pointed out that it 
was a most uneconomical thing to burn oil fuel in a boiler 
for the purpose of steain raising, as very much greater economy 
could be achieved by burning oil fuel in internal-combustion 
engines. But, unfortunately, it had been found quite im- 
possible with their present knowledge and experience to design 
internul- combustion engines burning heavy oils, which would 
meet the requireinents of power, space, and weight demanded 
in naval ships. But the actual saving in labour by the use 
of oil for the Navy as against coal resulted in freeing approxi- 
inately 150,000 men, who would otherwise have been engaged 
in dealing with the coal, from the time 1t was won at the 
face in the pit to the time it was shovelled into the furnace. 

During the war more than 400 vessels burning oil fuel only 
in their boilers, and with an aggregate of some 12 million H. p., 
were completed for Н.М. Navy. 

[t was up to the engineers of this country to make such 
Improvements in internal-combustion engines as would enable 
propelling inachinery of high power and of weight comparable 
to that of the present marine types of steam engines to be 
adopted. This would effect an enormous reduction in the 
amount of fuel required for the same horse-power. The 
actual annual production of crude oil in the whole world 
ainounted to only some 75 to 80 inillion tons per annum, 
against 1,950 million tons of coal. If the 80 million tons of 
oil was taken as the equivalent of 100 million tons of coal, 
the amount of oi] produced was still only one-twelfth that of 
coal, It was evident, therefore, that vil should be used as 
economically as possible. | ; Л 

Advance in auxiliary machinery was indicated by the recent 
efforts to adapt rotary driving to the requirements, a note- 
worthy example being the closed.feed system ‘evolved by 
Messrs. G. & J. Weir, from which most promising results 
were expected, combined with a decided diminution in the 
corrosion of boiler tubes. . Be d | en 

In. the construction of internal-combustion engines, it waa 
unfortunate that in nearly ull cases they were manufactured 
in this country under foreign licences, necessitating their 
being always somewhat astern, but it was boped that this 
reproach would not long continue, as there must be. ability 
in this country to avoid such deplorable dependence upon the 
foreigner in such an important industry. It was a stigma 
that ought to be, could be, and must be removed: "E 

The problem of employing Diesel engines for high-powered 
installations was a difficult one, requiring considerable thought 
and investigation. The successful low-speed installations in 
merchant ships only developed 400 to 700 H.P. per cylinder, 
and the number of cylinders necessary for a large aggregate 
power was so considerable as to make the arrangement in a 
ship almost, if not quite, impracticable. Further, the weight 
of such installations, being as much as 950 lb. per H. r. or 
more, was quite prohibitive in any type of warship. 

To develop their intellectual resources it was necessarv to 
devote great attention first to education and secondly to 
research. A point he wished specially to emphasise was that 
in the education of young engineers the study of psychology 
and human nature should not be overlooked. To obtain a good 
result it was absolutely necessary to understand one another 
and to work all together for the common good. 


THE EDISWAN “POINTOLITE” LAMP. 


THE ''Pointolite " lamp, which was first evolved in the 
laboratories of the Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd., in 1915, 
has undergone important developments during the past four 
years, and several new features were demonstrated at the. 
meeting of the Illuminating Engineering Society on Novem- 
ber 2th. The interest attaching to this wholly British in- 
vention, aud the importance of the applications for which it 
is suitable, have led us to bring it before our readers in its 
latest forms, and we recently had the pleasure of investigating 
the subject at the company's works at Ponder's End, under 
the guidance of Mr. P. Freedman, who is conducting the re- 
searches and experiments in progress in this connection at 
the Ediswau Laboratory. ©, 

For the benetit of those who are not acquainted with the 
'" Pointolite ” lamp, we must explain that it is an are lamp 
with one or two tungsten electrodes, the arc burning in a 
partial vacuum within a glass bulb similar to that of an in- 
candescent-filament lamp. The lamp in the smaller sizes haa 
three terminals, and is held in à special type of bayonet 
holder, which ensures: rts being inserted in the correct posi- 
tion. To strike the arc, the ionising power of a heated Бойу 
is utilised; by means of a push-button switch the circuit 
through the ioniser is first closed, and when the ioniser at- 
taina the teruperature at which it comes into opelatiou, the 
push-switch is released, and the current leaps across the gap 
between the positive electrode—a spherical globule of tung- 
sten—and the ioniser. Practically the whole of the light is 
emitted from the globule of tungsten, which becomes bril- 
liantly incandescent; the light is nearly pure white in colour, 
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and as the globule is (in the 100 C. p. lamp) only about 2 mm. 
in diameter, it is practically a point source (hence the name) 
admirably suited for орис projection. Fig. 1 is a diagram 
of the connections, and fig. 2 a view of the 100-c.r. lamp, 
which has been on the market since 1915. 

In order to adjust the length of the arc and to avoid undue 
wear on one part of the ioniser, the tungsten electrode 18 
mounted on a thermal expansion device which moves the 
globule along the ioniser. Owing to the characteristics of 
the arc, a ballast resistance is necessary, as shown in fig. 1. 
The bulb is filled with inert gas at a pressure of about 5 in. 
of mercury. In the earlier lamps the ioniser took the form 
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| Р8, Push-button Switch. 
Fic. 1l.—DnGRAM OF CONNECTIONS (2-ELECTRODE LAMP). 


of & thick filament composed of tungsten and refractory 
metallic oxides supported by two stout wires, and trouble 
arose owing to the tendency of this filament, when repeatedly 
switched on and off, to buckle and disturb the conditions. 
An important improvement was made by substituting a tung- 
sten wire filament, wound into a small spiral at one end, 
with the ionising tube slipped over the straight portion, as 
in fig. 2. The ioniser is heated by the filament, the arc is 
struck on the spiral, and the tungsten electrode then moves 
away from the spiral to a position opposite the ioniser. The 
elasticity of this arrangement has completely removed the 
trouble, and greatly increased the life of the lamp, which is 
from 500 to 1,000 hours. This improvement, developed in 
1916 and 1917, put the lamp on a satisfactory commercial 
basis. The next etep was to develop a lamp of higher candle- 
power, and this was rendered possible by the new ioniser, 
together with the use of a larger tungsten globule. The 
latter was essential, as the parts must be in proper propor- 
tion; difficulties were met with, but were successfully over- 
come, and now globules of pure tungsten can be made of 
any size desired. In fact, the large globule is regarded as the 
secret of success in producing the high-candle-power lamp. 
Another departure wae the use of two tungsten electrodes for 
the arc, and all the larger lamps are constructed on this 
principle; the arc is etruck between the ioniser and & small 
globule, and then a new arc is struck between the latter and 
‘a larger globule, which is then the positive electrode—the 


smaller globule being first positive to the ioniser but finally 
The three-electrode lamps having 


the negative electrode. 


Ey 
E 


A, Starting switch ; B, B, change-over 
switches; c, lamp terminals. 


Fic. 8.—DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS 
(3-ELECTRODE LAMP). 
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Fic. 2.—POoINTOLITE 
100-c.p. LAMP. 


four terminals, it was necessary to substitute an Edison screw 
holder for the bayonet type, to make room for the four con- 
centric contacts. The arc between the two electrodes is made 
possible by the double ionising action which takes place— 
that due to the emission of electrons from the hot negative 
electrode, and that due to the atomic collisions in the gas. 

The first 500-c.p. lampe had positive electrodes of thin 
tungsten plate, which were quies perforated; the develop- 
ment of & method of making large thick plates overcame this 
difficulty. The plate is square in shape, but the negative 
electrode is a large spherical globule. 

The 500-c.». lamp was introduced in 1916 and 1917. Fur- 
ther experimental work was carried on in 1918, leading to 
the production of a lamp of 1,000 с.р. in 1919, working on 
the same lines as the 600-c.p. lamp. 

The life of the lamp is limited by the following factors: 
the derangement of the ioniser; the gradual] curvature of the 
plate electrode; the flattening of the globule; and +he 


blackening of the bulb. The first of these has been mastered, 
though in the case of the 100-с.р. lamp the deposit of tung- 
sten on the ioniser and the corresponding wastage of the 
globule have to be reckoned with. The second and third 
cannot be altogether obviated, but the fourth has been reme- 
died by an ingenious invention of Mr. Freedman’s—a glass 
cup of a particular shape and size, which is welded to the 
inside of the bulb over the arc, the lamp being fixed bulb 
uppermost. The connection current of hot gases from the 
arc rises into the centre of the cup and descends down the 
aides of it, forming a deposit on the wall of the cup but 
leaving the glass of the bulb perfectly clean in the case of 
the large lamps, and nearly ae clean in the 100-c.». lamp. 
This device doubles the useful life of the lamp, which in the 
case of the 500-с.р. lamp averages over 500 hours. It also 
checks the volatilisation of the electrodes by keeping them eur- 
rounded by an atmosphere saturated with tungsten vapour. 
Not only has 1,000 c.P. been successfully attained; & lamp 
of no less than 4,000 с.р. is now being developed, with a view 
to its substitution for the carbon arc in bioscope projectors, 
a most important application. A fixed-focus lamp has 
been produced during the past year, in which the positive 
electrode is hemispherical in shape, with the convex side 
opposed to the ioniser; the electrode in this case remains 
stationary. The flat side presents a perfectly uniform disk 


Fic. 4.— POINTOLITE 
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of light, and is 1 cm. in diameter. This lamp hae been 
found extremely useful at the National Physical Laboratory 
as a pyrometric standard, the pyrometer being focused on the 
disk. The temperature of the latter can be varied, by ad- 
useing the current, from a dull red to brilliant incandescence, 
and thus, once the lamp has been calibrated, the readings on 
an ammeter give a perfect measure of the temperature. 

The minimum practicable voltage across the arc itself is 
45 volts, and the Pointolite can be worked off nay D.C. 
circuit above 50 volts; but lower voltages have been rendered 
possible by a recent improvement, bringing the minimum arc 
voltage down to 15 volts, so that a portable 100-c.P. set can 
be made, working with a 30-volt storage battery. 

The lamp alone (without the external resistance) consumes 
0.65 watt per candle in the case of the 100-с.р. lamp; 0.5 
W. / C. P. at 500 C. P.; and 0.49 w. / O. Pp. at 1,000 c. p. The last- 
named lamp takes 7 amperes for starting up, 3 amperes for 
the first arc, and 8 amperes when fully in epee. 

The candle-power of the Pointolite depends on the 
nature and pressure of the gas in the bulb, the length of the 
arc, and the size of the electrodes; it follows a law of the form 
(for 100 C. p.) c.P.-x (I- C) ; where 1 is the current in 
amperes, C is a constant (about 0.2 amp.), п 21.8, and K is a 
constant. 

It should be observed that the candle-power mentioned, 
being approximately the same in all directions, is practically 
the mean spherical c.p. The intrinsic briliancy of the elec- 
trode is about 16,000 с.р. per sq. in. in the 500-C. p. lamp, and 
12,000 in the 100-с.р. lamp, but the latter can be run up to 
60,000 c.P. per sq. in., when the globule is practically molten. 

The bulb of the 1,000-c.P. lamp is 6 in. in diameter. An 
important feature of the Pointolite is that it can be used 
in a deep parabolic reflector, utilising an enormous proportion 
of its flux of light, to produce a parallel beam. Used for 
projection in the ordinary way, the light utilised is only that 
which falls on the condenser of the projector, but by placing 
the arc at the focus of an ellipsoidal reflector, and masking 
the direct rays, & converging beam can be obtained without 
using a condenser. During the war the 100-c.P. fixed-focus 
lamp was largely used with a parabolic reflector for mgnal- 
ling purposes. We have already mentioned the application of 
the Pointolite to the bioscope and other projectors; it 
is also suitable for microscopy, surgery, galvanometers and 
oscillographs, the shadow-projection of gauges, photography, 
colour-matching, and theatrical purposes. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters recewed by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. С should forward ther communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
uniess wo have the writer's name and address in our vossession, 


Appointments in India and Burma. 


I have read with interest the various letters on the above 
subject, and the letter signed G. Y. M.“ represents my 
views. 

Jo it, however, might be added, that, as it will take 20 
years or more of careful living to make one’s independence 
one should not go out to the Kast much older than 30 years 
in the first instance. 

Some of your readers may have heard of The Call of 
the East"; I can assure them 16 is a real one. I am at 
present in England, and shall be glad to find myself shortly 
in the East again; as Kipling says: Ship me somewheres 
east of Suez." 

The life of the East is a much more luxurious one than 
that of the West. A large house, & number of servants, and 
a table equal to that of the best London hotels, are what one 
usually gets after a few years out there. 

The social life is also very attractive, and on a higher 
plane than many electrical engineers can aspire to in England. 

The general opinion prevalent in England of the ill-effects 
of the heat is & very exaggerated one, and with plenty of 
chasges of clothing, electric fans in office and home, and 
the easier time one usually obtains at business, there is no 
valid reason. why with occasional visits to a hill station, one 
should not keep as fit, if not fitter, than one keeps in England. 

It is, however, quite a good thing to come to England for, 
кау, six months in every three years. It not only tones one 
up somewhat, but it forces one to appreciate the many ad- 
vantages of living in the East, which one would perhaps 
otherwise not do to the extent that the circumstances merit. 


Gymkhana. 
England, 
December 22nd, 1919. 


The Fuel of the Future. 


I do not profess to be an expert on the above subject; by 
that I mean that I cannot trot out data with such fluency as 
Mr. Klemens displays. I am not a gas man," but have 
been engaged for a number of years in experimenting with 
4 view to retrieving some of that 80 per cent. waste heat 
you mention in your article on fuel economy. | 

Instead of attempting to prove that you obtain more 
B.TH.U.'s by obtaining only 20 per cent. effective energy from 
each pound of coal than the gasworks is capable of, why does 
not Mr. Klemens approach the question from а broad-minded 
point of view? | 

In his article on ‘‘ The Fuel of the Future" he entirely 
leaves out, excepting coke and tar, the valuable by-products 
obtained from coal. We have to consider the question from 
an economic basis; thus, is it more efficient to the community 
n burn coal as we now do in producing electricity, or to pass 
il first through a sieve, as it were, as is done in a gasworks, 
extract its by-products, and with the remaining gas generate 
vour electricity? Let us have a discussion on these lines, 
for I am convinced where one gas exponent is, figuratively. 
trying to tear out the eyes of an equally perfervid electrical 
expert, progress will always be very slow, and figures merely 
evasione. Only by an exchange of ideas can we eat into that 


deplorable figure—80 per cent. 
Economy. 


A Scandalous Waste of Coal. 


Travelling from Canterbury by the S.E. & C. Railway on 
Wednesday night, the 10th inst., I saw a primitive method 
of burning coal, which would have been a discredit to the 
anclent Britons had they used coal. To keep tbe stand-pipes 
(for supplying the locomotives with water) from freezing, 
one. and sometimes two, braziers were in use. Each meas- 
ured about 15 in. wide, 15 in. deep, by 2 ft. long, and each 
had a large coal fire in it weighing perhaps 1 cwt. The heat 
from these was chiefly warming the air of Kent, but at times 
the wind carried a small fraction of it towards the stand-pipes. 
and some reached them by radiation. If the stand-pipes were 
encased with sheet iron, leaving a 2-in. space all round. closed 
at the bottom, with a suitable outlet at the top. and the flue 
from a small slow combustion stove were connected to the 
lower end of this casing, probably one-fifth the quantity of 
coal would more effectively prevent the freezing. The amount 
of coal burnt by these large braziers throughout Great Britain 
during a windy, frosty 94 hours can be imagined. 


Alfred S. E. Ackermann, 
B.Sc. (Eng.), M Cons E. A.M. I C. E. 
london, S. W. | 
December 19th, 1919. 


е railways do not require stand-pipes.—Eps. ELEC. 
Ev. 


— — - 


Merchant Ships as Generating Stations. 


The determining factors in ship design are tonnage (or 
carrying capacity) and speed, only sutticient power being 
provided to propel the ship at a pre-determined speed at the 
least cost per ton-mile. Ships with large carrying capacity 
and great bulk have often only moderately powerful engine 
units. Thus a ship of 5,000 tons would have engines indicating 
about 1,500 І.н.р., and would probably cost anything between 
£100,000 and 4120, 000, according to age and general con- 
dition, and would be capable of an output of 1,000 KW. (ap- 
proximate). Thus the capital sunk for such an output would 
ve out of all reason, especially as the greater part of the 
vessel would have no earning capacity. Again, marine en- 
gines would be unsuited for the generation of electricity, 
being very heavily built and of slow speed, the latter neces- 
sitating the use of a multipolar alternator of large dimensions 
half the diameter of which would most likely be too great 
for the space between the line of shafting and ship's bottom. 
Marine boilers are designed for hand firing and the fitting 
of mechanical stoking gear would prove rather a costly 
matter. Engines are also unsuited for use with superheated 
steam and are ungoverned. One can hardly understand a 
person considering such a scheme seriously. Such a vessel 
moored in a dock or harbour would be liable for dock or 
harbour fees. Coaling would be costly, and all ashes would 
have to be transported outside the dock area for disposal. 
There would also be liability to damage from other shipping 
and the counequent interruption of supply. Of course, a 
sinaller and higher powered vessel could be obtained, such 
as an old turbine-driven destroyer or torpedo boat, where 
the т.н.р. per cu. ft. of capacity of hull would be greater. 
However, even in this class of craft the machinery would be 
unsuited for the generation of electricity, as the turbines 
(unless of geared type) would be less efficient than those 
of the higher speed type as used in generating stations ashore. 
By far the better plan, where it was essential to have the . 
generating unit afloat, would be to have the engines erected 
in a barge after the style of the floating station recently 
offered for sale by H.M. Government, which consisted of two 
turbine-driven alternators and b.c. generators, together with 
boilers and necessary auxiliaries, in fact, a complete floating 
generating unit. High-speed turbines could then be used. 
keeping the space per kilowatt generated down to a minimum 
and the efficiency could be made to compare favourably with 
апу generating station ashore of the same capacity. 


L. P. Morinan. 
Cardiff. 
December 29th, 1919. 


Combined Lighting and Ignition Set. 


I have to thank you for inserting my letter of the 5th inst., 
and for the ample apology to The Rotax Motor Accessories 
Co.. Ltd.. contained in your footnote. 

With regard to the letter from Messrs. C. A. Vandervell 
and Co., Ltd., in your issue of the 19tb inst., the ignition 
dynamo made by The Rotax Motor Accessories Co.. 
Ltd., is essentially different from that described in the 1910 
patent mentioned. I have taken the advice given and searched 
the patent files, but beyond noting that our rival is pro 
lific in compiling a certain type of combination patent, I have 
found nothing helpful. I am glad to see that the type de- 
scribed hag been abandoned in favour of the type made by 
Messrs. Rotax. | | 
With regard to the kind offer of information, I am always 
glad to acquire knowledge, and any information given me 
will be gratefullv received—and acknowledged. 

For the Rotax Motor Accessories Co., Ltd., 
Н. F. PaRISR. 

London, N. W. 7 

December 22nd, 1919. 


Tre Lay-ovT or Switcucesr.—Mr. M. J. Webber asks us 
to point out that his name has been incorrectly qnoted by 
our correspondents as A. J. Webber." 


Se 


—- — 
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Representation of British Firms in Norway.—We learn 
that there is a strong feeling in Norway in favour of dealing with 
agents resident in Norway in preference to agents resident in one 
of the neighbouring countries. The Norwegian Chamber of Com- 
merce, London, Inc. (Kingsway Chambers, W.C. 2), has been asked 
to bring the matter to the attention of British manufacturers and 
exporters. It has sent us a copy of а circular issued in English by 
the various Agents’ Associations in Norway, on " The Securing of 
Sole Agencies in Norway to Norwegians,” the views expressed in 
which are endorsed by important trade associations. Obviously 
the interests of manufacturers and exporters should be better served 
by an agent in the importing country than by one whose head- 
quarters are in an adjacent country. It is reasonable to assume 
that the former is naturally better acquainted with the require- 
ments and tastes of his country, and with the purchasers them- 
selves. Furthermore, he is more likely to bave an established 
organisation properly covering his district, and will regularly work 


his ground. 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


The „Electrical Review" Index.—As it is still 
necessary to effect every possible economy in paper consumption, 
the index to Vol. 85 of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, which will 
shortly be printed, will be supplied only to those who, through the 
post, specially apply for it. To such it will be supplied for 3d., 
post free. Any reader or advertiser at home or abroad who 
requires a copy for binding. or for other purposes, is asked to 
make early application therefor, to the publisher, ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, E.C. 4. 


‘Mining Safety Lamps.—The London (razette for 
November 23rd publishes an order made by the Secretary of State, 
Home Department, approving of a number of types of safety lamps, 
inoluding the Ceag electric safety lamp bull's-eye type (for 
officials, or in case of emergency only). 


Census of Production, 1921.—The Board of Trade has 
issued an order determining that a Census of Production shall be 
taken in the year 1921, limited to certain trades, inoluding the 
following :— 

Coal and ironstone mines under the Coal Mines Regulation Acts. 


Coke works &t col ieries. 
Iron mines under the Metalliferous Mines Regulations Act, aud iron 


quarries. 
Iron and steel trades (smelting, rolling, and founding). 
Engineering trades (including electrical engineering), 
Shipbuilding and murine engineering trades. 
Cycle and motor trades. 
Rai way carriage and wagon trades. 
Copper, brass, lead, tin, zinc, and other meai trades iexcept the gold and 


silver refining trade.) 
Chemicals, coal tar products, and drugs trades. 
Building and contracting trades. 
: Brick and fireclay trades. 
China and earthenware trades. 
Gas undertakings. 
Electricity undertakings. 


New Belgian Electrical Company.— La Société des 
Cableries et Tr«fileries Liegeoises is the name of a new company 
which has lately been formed at Renory-Angleur, near Liege, with 
а capital of 1,200,000 fr. (nominally £18,000), to manufacture 
cables and wire. 


New French Electrical Company. —A new ccmpany has 
lately been formed in Lyons, with a capital of £10,000 and the title 
La Société Nationale d'Entreprises Electriques. 


Bradford Corporation Contract for Car Motors Cancelled. 
—The Bradford Corporation placed an order with Messrs. Brown, 
Boveri & Co., Ltd., in 1915, for the supply of 200 car motors, which 
the contractors subsequently were unable to fulfil on account of 
conditions arising out of the war. It has now been mutually 
agreed, as the result of friendly discussion between the parties, 
that as the contractors cannot guarantee delivery of the motors by 
next summer, the work shall not be proceeded with. The Tram- 
ways Committee has accordingly passed a resolution recommending 
that the contract in question shall be cancelled by the mutual 
consent of the parties. 


A Birmingham Celebration.— At the Queen's Hotel, 
Birmingham, on December 19th, Messrs. J. H. Tucker & Co., Ltd., 
manufacturers of tumbler switches, accessories, and awitohgenr, 
entertained their chiefs of departments and outaide representatives 
to dinner. It was the first function of the kind given by the firm 
since the war, and was really a celebration of the completion of a 
wonderful record of war work and of the resumption of peace 
activities on a scale which already eclipses its pre-war activities. 
The function provided a pleasing manifestation of the good 
relations prevailing between Messrs. Tucker and their staff. 
Members of the staff present included the following :—Me:ars. 
Н. E. Bateman (proluction manager), W. J. Line (chief of 
technical depart ment). J. J. Evans (cashier), G. T. Baker and E. J. 
Brothers (London representatives), G. E. Gibson (South-Coast 
representative). S. G. Smith (Scottish representative), and G. L. 
Thorburn (New Zealand representative). Mr. W. Y. Smith 
(superintendent of Asa-mbly) was absent owing to illness. The 
following were among the guests: — Lord Torphichen, late Director 
of Fuse Production, Ministry of Muuitions; Mr. F. R. Wade, late 
Inspection Department, Woolwich Arsenal; Mr. N. B. Rosher, 
Inspector Munitions. Areas, Ministry of Munitions; Mr. R. D. 
Summerfield, Inspector Munitions Areas, Ministry of Munitions ; 
Mr. H. Evans, Ministry of Munitions; Mr. J. R. Baxter (Baxter 
and Impey), past president, Electrical Contractors“ Asaooiation ; 
. Mr. H. E. Walker (Walker Bros.) chairman (Midland Section), Eleo- 
trical Contractors’ Association; Mr. E. A. Reynolds (Reynolds and 
Brad well), honorary secretary, Electrical Contractors’ Association. 
Mr. J. B. Tucker, joint managing director, presided, and he was 
aupported by Mr. T. R. Martin, his energetic colleague in the 
managing directorship; Mr. C. F. J. Tranter, director; and Mr. 
J. Tucker, the father of the founder, and the Grand Old Man of 
the firm. During the evening, Mr. Tucker proposed, and Mr. 
Tranter seconded, the toast of “The Visitors,” which was 
responded to by Lord Torphichen and Mr. Walker. Mr. Wade 
and Mr. Rosber proposed and seconded respectively, The 
Electrical Industry, and Mr. Baxter replied. “ The Firm” was 
given by Mr. Bateman, seconded by Mr. Baker, and supported by 
Mr. Smith. Mr. Martin responded. Finally, the health of the 
chairman, Mr. Martin, and Mr. Tranter, were proposed by Mr. 
Wade and Mr. Evans, and responded to by all three. In the 
course of the speechea it was mentioned that during the war 


Messrs. Tucker manufactured for the Government two million 
articles of various special kinds for war purposes. This was in 
addition to the production, as far as circumstances permitted, of 
their normal products. When the question of the supply of high- 
explosive fuses became acute, Messrs. Tucker were amongst the 
earliest invited to make them, and those in authority testified to 
the excellence of their workmanship and finish. In the references 
that were made to tho future of the industry, stress was laid upon 
the development that could be looked forward to when the pro- 
duction of power was centralised ; the speakers emphasised the 
severity of foreign competition. Germany, it was - pointed out, 
would rehabilitate herself. She could at this moment produce 
electrical goods at a price at which we could not even buy the raw 
material. American and Japanese competition added to the 
difficulties of the position. One or two speakers advocated Pro- 
tection as the only possible solution of the problem, with 
preferential treatment for the Colonies. Despite these warnings, 
however, there was a ring of confidence in the speeches, suggesting 
that the resource, initiative, and energy of the firm would enable 
it to surmount all difficulties. 

On the previous evening, Messrs. Tucker gave a Christmas 
social and welcome home to demobilised employés. Some 70 of 
the staff were in the Army, and seven made the supreme sacrifice. 
The social was held in the works canteen, which was divided into 
two sections—one for a whist drive and the other for a dance.. In 
addition, a musical entertaiament was given. The artists were 
all employés of the company. Mr. J. B. Tucker occupied the ohair, 
and Mrs. Tucker distributed the whist and dancing prizes, as well 
as those won in the recent air-gun competition. A vote of thanks 
was passed by the 500 members of the staff and works present to 
Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Tucker for their presence. 


Plant for Disposal.— Leeds Corporation Tramways and 
Highways Committee invites offers for about 150 tons of worn-out 
tramway rails. a quantity of scrap manganese tramway pointa and 
crossings, one hand crane on truck, and three second-hand smith's 
bellows. For full particulars see our advertisement pages to-day. 


The Monulders' Strike.—It was stated on Tuesday that 
new efforts were being made to briog about a settlement of the 
above dispute, which has now lasted for three months, and is moat 
seriously hampering various branches of the engineering and allied 
trades, 100,000 employés in which have been thrown out of work, 
in addition to the moulders themselves. The assistance of the 
Prime Minister was being invoked, and the Minister of Labour was 
returning hurriedly from Scotland. 


Railway Rates Advance.—The Ministry of Transport has 
publicly announced the alterations of rates for goods traffic on the 
railways, which take effect as from January 160һ, 1920. The 
advances vary from 25 per oent. in the case of eoal, coke, and 
patent fuel, to 100 per cent. for small parcels conveyed by mer- 
chandise train. The provision of trucks for tradere advances by 
50 per cent, with a minimum charge of 9d. per ton. A new 
schedule of charges is issued for the detention of wagons and 
sheets. 


Engineering Profit-Sharing Scheme.— 7ле Times states 
that a profit-sharing scheme has been set in operation by Messrs. 
GEORGE RICHARDS & Co., LTD., machine tool makers, Broadheath, 
Altrincham, by which the whole of the 1,000 employés are. practi- 
cally admitted into co-partnership and given an equal share in the 
profits of the concern. The scheme, after making provision out of 
the profits for a deduction of 74 per cent. on the present day valua- 
tion of the firm's business, allocates the profits on the year between 
the shareholders and the workpeople, and it is anticipated that the 
addition to the earnings of the latter will not be less than 50 per 
cent. Employés may invest the bonus in shares, upon which the 
directors guarantee a payment of 74 per cent. 


Rising Prices of Electrical Plaut.—An illustration of 
the difficulty of giving a correct estimate owing to the rapid rise in 
the price of materials. &c., is afforded in the case of Falkirk. 
Recently Mr. W. W. Lackie. of the Glasgow Corporation Eleo- 
tricity Department, reported regarding the proposal of Falkirk 
burwh to obtain further borrowing powers to the extent of £30,000 
for new plant. To the last meeting of the Town Council, Mr. 
Lsckie wrote intimating that in his statement showing the 
estimated additional capital expenditure, he said that a 1,500-Kw. 
alternator set complete, would cost £5 per KW., or £7,500. He 
had just seen an approximate quotation for a 1,500- KW. set, and 
the price was given as £14,000. If it was not too late, he 
suggested that the Council add £7,000 to the £29,872 mentioned in 
his statement. 


Meters for Holland.— The Times contained the following 
advertisement on Tuesday last :—'' Quotations wanted for electrical 
meters for export to Holland in large quantities ; complete descrip- 
tions, illustrations, prices, and delivery dates requested by the 
Technical Commercial iion Joh..Visset, Beeklaan, 470, The Hague, 
Holland. 


The Price of Coal in Frauce. The Paris correspondent 
of the Times stated on December 29th, that the coal situation was 
very bad. One cannot expect to purchase a cargo of coal at 
much less than 430 fr. a ton (over £12 а ton at 35), which is, of 
course, ruinous price for industry to have to pay. i 
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` Christmas Eutertaluments, &c.—The St. Helens Cable 
and Rubber Co., Ltd.. Warrington, and some of their employés, last 
week entertained to dinner the near relatives of employés of the 
firm who were killed in the war. The children were provided 
with an illuminated Christmas tree with presents of toys. 

Both the Tramways Committee and their employés at Oldham 
were agreed that no cars should be run on Christmas Day, and 
instead the men held & social gathering at which they welcomed 
home their colleagues who had been on war service. The men had 
themselves raised £100, and the Committee gave an additional £75. 
A memorial tablet at the Mumps Depot to fallen tramwaymen was 
unveiled in the morning by Councillor Cheetham, chairman of the 
Committee, who was accompanied by the Mayor and Mayoress, and 
afterwards some 450 of the men attended a memorial service at 
St. Mary’s Church. The social gathering took place in the after- 
noon, and the children present received gifta. 

On Christmas Eve at the Sterling Works, Dagenham, Mr. Guy 
Burney, managing director of the Sterling Telephone & Electric 
Co., Ltd., on behalf of himself and the company, presented the 
members of the Sterling Ladies' Football Team with medals in 
commemoration of their achievement in going through 1917-1918, 
1918-1919 undefeated, during which period they assisted to raise 
some £800 for charitable objects. The men's team wound up the 
half-tesson by qualifying for the final of the Barking Hospital 
Cup, defeating N U R. by 12 goals to nil. They have reached the 
divisional semi-final of the London Junior Cup. 

Messrs. CHAMBERLAIN X HookKHAM, LTD., Solar Works, Bir- 
mingham, held a staff ball on the evening of Friday, December 
19th, at the Imperial Hotel, Birmingham. Some 130 members of 
the staff and their friends were present, many of the former having 
only recently returned from the fighting services. The music for 
a varied programme of dances was rendered by Miss Coxen's 
orchestra. The evening was in every way a pronounced success. 
Mr. W. S. Sprague, the managing director of the company. acted in 
the capacity of М.С. 


Calendars, &c.—Messrs. MAwpsLEV's, LTD., of Zone 
Works, Dursley, Glos., have sent us a wall calendar with monthly 
alips for 1920. “ Gladys” is obviously a favourite, for all that we 
ва: about her last week is confirmed by her adoption for a year by 
this firm also. | 

Greeting cards have been received from the STERLING TELE- 
PHONE AND ELECTRIC Co., LTD., and the AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE 
MANUFACTURING Co., LTD. | 

From the KEIGHLEY Gas AND OIL ENGINE Co., LTD., of 
Keighley, we have received a wall calendar for 1920, which consists 
of a block of boldly printed date slips upon a stout card base in the 
form of one of their Imperial engines. 

THE WHITE ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENT Co., LTD., of 2 to 6. 
Gloucester Street, Clerkenwell, E.C.1, have sent us a vest pocket 
court-plaster case, with calendar for 1920 printed thereon. 

Asmall calendar, wich monthly slips, has been received from MESSRS. 
H. WOOAN & Co, ok 71, Stockport Road, Ardwick, Manchester. 

Messrs. E. P. ALLAM & Co., of 107-109, Gray's Inn Road, 
W.C. 1, have issued a desk-standing calendar, with monthly slips 
in red and gilt framework which will brighten all around for 
1920; calendar for the entire year pasted on the back. 

Mr. W. Н. SUGDEN, of Wakering Road, Barking, Essex, has 
also prepared a desk calendar. with monthly date-cards. 

From MEs8RS. ALEXANDER HAWKINS & Sons, of 125-128, 
London Road. Southwark. 8.C.], there has come to hand a wall 
calendar. with monthly slips below a poultry picture entitled 
^ Queueriosity." 

Messes, J. H. WooLLISCROFr & Co., of New Quay, Liverpool, 
have prepared a calendar, with daily slips, with figuring in red, 
. mounted on а stout card base. 

Messes. PIRELLI, 144, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C., 
have again issued one of their very serviceable wall calendars for 

new year. A block of date and engagement slips, printed 
boldly in red, is mounted on a strong metal base. The design 
‘appearing above the block shows an aeroplane holding a Pirelli 
tire over a bird's-eye view of the company's works. 


Trade Announcements.—Messrs. Frrr Bros. & Davirs, 
LTD., of Swansea and Cardiff, have added to their mechanical 
engineering works an electrical engineering department, which 
will be devoted to general works and colliery electrical repairs and 
supplies, The management of the branch will be in the hands of 
Mr. B. T. Davies as works manager. The head office will be at 
17. Wind Street, Swansea. 

Ma. F. C. EDWARDS has commenced business as an electrical 
engineer at High Street, Tenterden ( Kent). 

THE CANADIAN NATIONAL CARBON Co., LTD., and the NATIONAL 
Cargos Co., INC.. have had their commandeered premises returned 
to them by the Government, and they are now back at Imperial 
Houte, 15-19, Kingsway, London. W. C. 2. 

Мв. Н. B. ARNOLD has resigned his position with the Zz“ 
Lamp Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and is commencing business on his 
own account for the supply of electrical accessories, &c. He 
desires to receive lists of А.С. and D.C. motors, switchgear, fittings, 
kc., at 135, Kingsway, Ponders End, Middlesex. 

Ма. B. R Crow (late London representative of the Sterling 
Telephone and Electrio Co., Ltd.), and MR. R. О, Тоовоор (late 
| assistant manager of the Electrical Supplies Co.). have resigned 

their positions with these companies and commenced business on 
| their own account as wholesale electrical suppliers, at 15, Wardour 
Mews, D' 'rblay Street, Wardour Street. London, W. I. 

Тнв BRITISH AND ALLIED ELECTRICAL AGENCY. LTD., has 
removed to larger offices and showrooms at Ely House, 18, Charter- 
house Street, London, E. O. 1, "e | 


Bankruptcy Proceedings. — E. Boum, electric lamp 
manufacturer, Б, Boxworth Grove, Barnsbary, London.—Appli- 
cation for debtor's discharge. to be heard at Carey Street, W. O., 
on January 218. 


A Municipal Electrical Loan.—We observe that the 
Aylesbury Municipal Council is inviting, through advertisement in 
the financial Press, tenders for loans amounting to 880.000, in 
sums not less than £65,000, for a period of 19 years, for the 
electricity undertaking. 


Book Notices.—It is announced in the December 
number of the Industrial League and Council Journal, which 
completes its first volume, that commencing with January, 1920, 
the publication will appear monthly. The present number 
contains a report of the annual meeting of tbe Council and of 
other meetings held in October, including that at which Mr. 
Benn delivered an address on "Should Wages be Lowered?"; 
also of one held at the Guildhall in November, when Sir Auckland 
Geddes spoke on the Industrial Outlook." There are some 
interesting notes on the Apprentice Problem," setting forth the 
views collected before the war from educational, industrial, Trade 
Union and commercial organisations, and other authorities. 

“ Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers," Vol. LVIII, 
No. 286, December. 1919. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. 
Price 10s, 6d.—This issue contains the inaugural address by the 
President (Mr. R. T. Smith), and the Chairman's addresses at the 
following Centres :—North-Eastern (Mr. W. Cross), Irish (Mr. R. 
Tanham), Western (Mr. A. Ellis). North Midland (Mr. W. M. 
Selvey), Scottish (Mr. W. B. Hird), North-Western (Mr. J. A, 
Robertson), South Midland (Dr. С. C. Garrard), and a paper on 
" The Calculation of Tooth Reluctance: A Suggested Improvement 
on Hird's Method," by Mr. S. Neville. EL 

“The M. & C. Apprentices’ Magazine." Vol. 3, No. 12. Pp. 259 
+ xvii.—This is the Christmas number of the very able quarterly 
magazine published at the works of Messrs. Mavor & Coulson. Ltd., 
of Glasgow. The production includes & number of well-written 
articles of both technical and literary value, and is copiously 
illustrated by photographs and pen and ink sketches. 

"Technical Book Review Index.” Vol. 3, No. 1. Pp. 68. 
50 cents per annum, Published by the Technology Department of 
the Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, U.S.A.—A comprehensive index 
of reviews that have appeared in various trade and technical 
journals, giving a brief description of the nature and scope of each 
work. It is concerned mainly with pure and applied science, but a 
few works on aliied subjects are included. Books are indexed 
under authors’ names arranged alphabetically. 

“The Life and Letters of Silvanus Phillips Thompson, D.Sc., 
F. R. S.,“ has been prepared by his wife and his daughter, Helen G. 
Thompson, B Sc., and will be published by T. Fisher Unwin, in the 
spring. at 218. 

" Neglroted Revenue: A Suggestion to the Prime Minister." 
By Sir Guilford Molesworth. London: Vacher & Zons. Ltd. 
Price 1d. 

t Proceedings of the American Institute of Electrica] Engineers.“ 
Vol. XXXVIII, No. 12. December, 1919. New York: The 
Institute. Price $1. 

“ Transactions of the Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland." 
Vol. XLIV. Dublin : The Institution. 

“Precis d'Electricité Тһеогіаое Ву L. Bloch. 
Gauthier Villars et Cie. | 

"Jahibuck der Elektrotechnik." Ву Dr. K. Strecker. Berlin- 
München: R. Oldenbourg. Price 24 marks. 


Electricity Undertaking for Disposal.—The Receiver for 
the Weaverham Electricity Supply Co., Ltd., invites offers for the 


Paris : 


undertaking, with the whole of the effects, including the pro- 


visional order for the districts of Weaverham and Acton and 
Sandiway and Cuddington. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Messrs. FULLER'S UNITED 
ELECTRIC Works, LTD., Woodland Works, Chadwell Heath, Essex.— 
Price leaflet of the Popular dry battery; also a list of reduced prices 
of Kwik-Lok " lampshadecarrier, The reduction is possibleowing 


to increased manufacturing facilities reducing the cost of pro- 


duction. 
traders. 

NATIONAL X-Ray REFLECTOR Co., Chicago, 0.8 A.—Pamphlet 
illustrating and describing the Tru Dalight,” a lamp specially 
designed for use in shop interiors. 

THE BRITISH THOMSON - Houston Co., LTD., Mazda House, 
77, Upper Thames Street, E.C. 4, have sent us two attractively 
coloured wall showcards, advertising the " Mazda" lamps. One is 


Copies of the list over-printed will be supplied to 


. painting of an oak tree, symbolising strength and emphasising 


British manufacture. The other is healed " The Electric Lamp for 
the Home," and depicts a shaded lamp throwing its rays upon a 
table, Both are brass- stiffened at top and bottom, and provided 
with eyelets for hanging. Copies can be obtained from Mazda 
House. | 

ATHOL ENGINEERING Co., 9, Peru Street, near Broughton, Man- 
chester.— Leaflet describing the Athol outline template. | 

Tug GENERAL Бькств1с Co., 67. Queen Victoria Street. E.C. 4.— 
Up-to-date catalogue of electric heating and cooking appliances, 
priced and illustrated. Also Specifications Nos. 154 and 744, 
detailing ‘Salford’ automatio circuit-breakers and G. E. О. motor 
starters respectively. 

THe STERLING TELEPHONE AND ELEO TRIO Co, Ltp.—A 
novel show card, advertising the "Sterling " sanitary glass tele- 
phone mouthpiece. This is a very effective cardboard model of a 
desk set with an actual sample of the mouthpiece fitted to it. ` 
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A Patent Nestoration.— An order has been made restoring 
Letters Patent No. 9,151, of 1914, granted to Mavor & Coulson, 
Ltd., and 8. M. Mavor, for “Improvements in, or connected with, 
machines for use in mining minerals, particularly adapted for use 
in mining ooal and the like.” 


Patent Extension.—A petition presented by Mr. C. 
Smith for the extension of Patents Nos. 16,242, of 1906, and 22,526, 
of 1907, for inventions of improvements in fire and temperature 
alarms or indicators, is to be heard on February 3rd. 


New Beigian Electrical Company.— Les Cableries 
Belges, Société pour la Fabrication des Cables et Fils Electriques et 
l'Industrie du Caoutchouc is the name of a new company which 
has lately been formed in Brussels (33, Rue de Luxembourg). 


The Export Credits Scheme,— The Board of Trade 
announces that Rumania has been added to the list of countries to 
which this scheme applies. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Australia.—SyDNEY.—To cheapen the supply of elec- 
tricity the Local Government Department contemplates making 
large increases їп plant and the area of distribution, and it has 
been stated that the price per unit would decrease from the 
present rate of 54d. to about 3d. 

VICTORIA.—A total of £3.000,000 is to be spent in developing 
the Morwell brown-coal field to provide electricity at cheaper rates 
for the city of Melbourne and other districte. 


Barnes. — PRoPosED EXTENSIONS. — The electrical 
engineer has submitted two alternative schemes for extending the 
plant. Proposal (4). involving an expenditure of £20,000, provides 
for additions to existing plant, but (5) will mean changing over from 
the reciprocating plant at present in use to & turbine-driven unit of 
. $,000-KW. capacity and from D.C. to А.С. The cost of the latter 
scheme is given as £77,000. 


Brazil.— INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT.— Many extensions 
in the industries of Brazil were projected by the Minister of Agri- 
culture, Commerce and Industry, in a recent speech. The steel 
and iron trades can be made to produce twice the present revenue 
if advantage is taken of the opportunities presented by the ease 
with which the South American markets can be supplied. The chief 
difficulty in iron and steel production is the supply of fuel, but it 
is considered that the application of electricity will eliminate this 
to a great extent. Water power is obtainable from the Serra do 
Mar between Victoria and Itabira and between Rio and Sao Paulo, 
for supplying many smelting works, and also the principal ports of 
the country. The Federal Government would bear the expense of 
erection of the necessary hydro-electric plant, and by selling power 
cheaply to consumers, would encourage the establishment of all 
classes of factories. i 


Dundee.— WATER Роуев.— Тһе latest development in 
the Tummel hydro-electric scheme is marked by a joint report to 
the Corporation of the city by C. 8. Meik & Buchanan and Sir Alex. 
Binnie, Воп & Deacon, together with a report dealing mainly with 
the conclusions arrived at by these firms, prepared by Mr. H. 
Richardson, the city electrical engineer and manager, The joint 
report is most exhaustive. It is divided into three main heads :— 
(1) A general description of the complete scheme; (2) an indica- 
tion of how the complete scheme can be best developed to meet 
the growing demand for electricity, with the estimate of cost ; and 
(3) the effect of the scheme when developed on the flow of the River 
Tay, and other general considerations. Commenting on the joint 
report, Mr. Richardson states that comparisons between steam 
plant and water power might lead to the conclusion that there 
was not sufficient probable saving to decide in favour of using 
the water power, but there were many other factors to be con- 
sidered. If the first instalment were completed, the possibility 
of extension up to the likely requirements of Dundee would be 
assured for many years to come, whereas it appeara doubtful 
whether the Harbour Trustees will grant facilities for the next 
extensions of the present Carolina Port generating station. 
Refusal to grant sufficient facilities will mean that a new station 
will have to be built some distance from the city, as no other sites 
are available at present. Even if the present estimated cost, as 
given by Messrs. Meik and Binnie, of the first instalment of the 
water scheme, proves approximately sufficient to cover the actual 
cost, then it seems clear that the ultimate advantages to be gained 
warrant proceeding with the water-power extension. One million 
and a quarter in cash is involved in the first instalment of this water- 
power scheme, and as the present capital account is £340,180, the 
huge extension contemplated will bring up the capital account to 


£1,577,180. By an alternative extension scheme (steam plant) the 


capital cost would be £1,026,880, a figure less than the Tummel 
Valley scheme, but it is pointed out that while under it the cost 
per unit at Dundee would be '83d., the cost under the Tummel 
Valley scheme would be 472d. or 583d. if the existing capital 
expenditure is included. , 

HousiNG SCHEME.—It has been decided that the dwellings in 
. the new Corporation housing scheme at Logie shall be lit elec- 
" trically, and that the charge shall be a fixed one of £2 per 
annum, with jd., plus 15 per cent. per unit consumed, 


` north-east part of the borough. 


Falkirk.—Loan.—The Town Council is to apply to the 
Secretary for Sootland for powers to borrow £30,000, which it is 
proposed to expend in extending the electrical plant and mains. 
It was pointed out that.it was necessary that the additional plant 
should be installed at an early date. 


Grantham.— PRICE  INcREASE.— The Urban Electric 
Supply Co. has increased the charges for energy as under :— 
Power, first 100 units per quarter, 7d. per unit; next 3,000, 34d. ; 
beyond, 23d. Heating, first 100 units per quarter, 34d. ; beyond, 
24d. i 


Godalming.—PRick INcREASE.—The Urban Electric 
Supply Co. has adopted the following scale of charges :—Heating, 
first 100 units per quarter, 4d. ; beyond, 3d.; power, first 100 units 
per quarter, 7d. ; next, 3,000, 4d. ; beyond, 3d. 


Glossop.—PRicE Increase. — The Urban Electric 
Supply Co. &nnounces that from the December meter readings. the 
charges for electricity will be: Power, first 100 units per quarter, 
7d. ; next 3,000, 4d. ; beyond, 21d. Heating. first 100 units per 
quarter, 4d. ; beyond, 24d. 


Great Harwood.—PRov. OnpER.—The Council has 
applied to the Board of Trade for an extension of the Electric 
Lighting Provisional Order, and has also appointed a sub-committee 
to make arrangements for an electric lighting scheme, with power 
to act. 


Gourock.— BULK SuPPLY.—Negotiations are proceeding 
between the Town Councils of Greenock and Gourock for the 
supply of electricity for the latter. The supply is now being 
offered at a cheaper rate, owing to the fact that the original main 
extends to the torpedo factory, and, when laid down, it was 
capable of providing & greater supply for these works than was 
necessary. 


Halifax.—BREAKDOowN.—The electric light failed for 20 
minutes on December 17th, consequent on a defect in the main 
switch of one of the principal machines at the generating works. 


High Wycombe.—PRicE INCREASE.— The Electric Light 
and Power Co. has increased charges for electricity as under :— 
Power, first 100 units per querter, 7d. ; next 3,000, 4d.; beyond, 
3d.; and heating, first 100 units, 4d. ; beyond, 3d. 


Huddersfield.— AREA ExTENSION.— Application is to be 
made to the Board of Trade for an order authorising extensions of 
electric lighting to the districts of Kirkheaton, Kirkburton, Lepton, 
and Meltham. 


Huli.—lINApEQUATE SUPPLY.—The situation caused by 
the restrictions recently imposed upon power consumers has 
become so acute that the Lord Mayor invited representatives 
of employers and employés of the iron trades to a conference. 
This was refused, an independent inquiry being insisted upon. 
The fuel overseer had given shortage of coal as the reason for 
deficiencies in supply, but the electrical engineer stated that the 
trouble was due to lack of boiler power. In view of these con- 
flicting statements, the Electricity Committee has decided to 
appoint an outside expert to report on the matter. 


Ipswich. YEaR’s WonkKING.— The report on the elec- 
tricity department for the year ended March 31st, 1919, shows a 
total expenditure of £62,748, inoluding £12,441 capital charges, 
and a total income of £55,140, representing a loss of 47,608. 
Total units sold decreased by 1,059,413, or 15°6 per cent. to 
5,737,961 ; lighting decreased by 18'2 per cent. to 687,220 ; power 
by 14°46 per oent. to 4,486,810 ; traction by 23 per cent. to 645,578 ; 
and public lighting increased by 15,323 to 18,353 units. A sum 
of £1,338 was received from the rates towards providing working 
capital. The number of consumers increased by 35 to 1,996; 
kilowatts connected increased by 28 to 8,360; maximum load 
recorded was 2,205 KW. for lighting and power, and 424 Kw. for 
traction. The year under review was, so far as operating the 
plant was concerned, the most difficult in the history of the under- 
taking. The conditions under which the station had to be run 
were reflected by the cost of repairs which increased by £1,662, or 
46'8 per cent. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES.—The working expenses of the electric 
vehicle garage were £555; the expenses increased by £289, or 
109 per cent. The revenue increased by £537, or 173 per cent., 
which does not include electricity sold for charging vehicles, the 
quantity being 58,065 units, which brought in an amount of £380. 

NEW PLANT.—The Electric Supply and Tramways Committee 
have reported that, unless extra plant is installed, there will be 
an insufficient reserve to provide against breakdown. In view of 
the heavy demands which will have to be met during the winter 
1920-21, additions costing the estimated amount of £30,000 are 
urged. The proposals include an expenditure of £25,800 for a 
3,000-KW. turbo-alternator with necessary condensing plant and 
inter-connecting pipes. 


London.—FuLHAM.—The Borough Council has been 
recommended by the Electricity and Lighting Committee to revive 
the shop-lighting agreements suspended during the war. The 
proposed annual charge per lamp is £3 12s., including cleaning and 
renewals, Energy will be supplied through the ordinary con- 
sumers meters. 

STEPNEY.—Acting upon the advice of the borough electrical 
engineer and manager, the Electric Supply Committee has submitted 
to the Borough Council а proposal to erect a new sub-station in the 
It is proposed to install two 


1,000-K W. converters. The approximate cost is given as 499, 850. 
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HACKNEY.—The new street lighting system, recently installed, 
consists of over 400-B. T. H. Efracta lanterns, each containing a 
300-watt, $-watt type lamp. The majority of the rays from these 
lamps are re-direoted at an angle slightly below horizontal, and 
efficiently illuminate the areas between the standards, which 
generally make a sharp oontrast with the illuminated area in the 
lamp's immediate vicinity. The Hackney system will ultimately 
total 500 of these lamps. The Efracta" was described in our 
„New Devices columns on December 27th, 1918. 

St. PANCRAS.—The London County Council Finance Committee 
has recommended the Council to sanction the borrowing of 
£89,209 by the Borough Council for extensions. This amount 
includes £17,000 for completion of buildings, and £33,000 for a 
5,000-K Ww. turbine. 

The Council Labour majority promises electrico light, with free 
wiring, in working-class homes. 


Manchester.—NEw PLAxTr.— The new steam turbo- 
alternator at the Stuart Street generating station commenced its 
work on December 15th. It is the most powerful set so far 
installed by any municipality in Great Britain. The turbine is of 

85,000 H.P., and the alternator develops 25,000 Kw., or two and 
a-half times the amount of electricity needed to propel the 700 
tramcars in Manchester. The city’s three generating stations 
have now a capacity of about 120,000 Kw., Stuart Street alone 
having 92,000-KW. capacity. The largest boiler in Great Britain, 
a Baboock & Wilcox water-tube boiler, which evaporates over 
100,000 lb. of water per hour, has been installed recently at the 
Stuart Street works. The new plant was inspected by the 
members of the Corporation, and later Alderman W. T. Dagnall, 
chairman of the Committee, referred to the work of the depart- 
ment during the past five years. They had never let down the 
munition manufacturers in the area, and the Armistice meant 
a reduction of 25 per cent. of the demand for electricity. During 
the past 10 years the plant had been inoreased by 120 per cent., 
aod the maximum demand had increased in the same ratio. The 
average cost of production per unit gradually fell until 1914, but 
since then, owing to the war, it had risen, and was still rising, 
and to-day the cost was the same as іп 7909. On December 9th 
last, the output for the first time exceeded a million unite. "There 
were now 2,000 people waiting connection to the system, and the 
Committee could not get the meters and the labour to connect 
them as quickly as it wished. 


Masham.—BiLL.—A meeting is to be held on January 
7th to consider the promotion by the Urban District Council of a 
Bill in the ensuing session of Parliament, to acquire, among other 
things, the undertaking of the Masham and District Electric Supply 
Co., and to supply electricity in the district. 


Melrose.—PRoPosED Price INcREASE.—The Electric 


Supply Corporation has applied to the Board of Trade for an order 
to increase the charges for electricity. 


Newport (Mon.).—STRIKE.—A serious situation was 
created at the docks on December 18th, when work was brought 
to a standstill by a lightning strike of the men employed at the 
power stations, The men claim the whole of the conditions applying 
to shopmen, although the company’s view is that they are not shop- 
men ; the matter has been under the consideration of the Railway 
Executive Committee for some time. With ithe exception that 
the electric light was kept on, the whole of the power available 
for working the docks was suspended. 


New Zealand,.—H ypBRo-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENTS.—The 
Horahora Electric Power Works, erected by the Waihi Gold Mining 
Co., at а cost of £200,000, a few years ago, have been purchased by 
the Government. Water power to the extent of 9,000 H.P. is 
used there, and the Government intends to supply the southern part 
of the Auckland province as well as the Waihi. Со. It is expected 
that two additional unite will be installed to take part of the 
Auckland city load. Further developments are projected in North 
Island hydro-electric schemes, including the Arapuni plant, which 
oo of several generators capable of developing 13,000 H. v. 
eac 


Paisley.—V1isrT ок CoMMiTTEE.— The burgh electrical 
engineer recently received the Second Municipal Ward Committee, 
and conducted the party round the Corporation power station, and 
the leading particulars of the plant were explained. Total plant 
capacity, 7,100 kw. ; two-phase А.С. is generated at a pressure of 
2,000 volts and transformed down to 200 at the various sub-stations. 
A new 2,500-Kw. turbo-alternator was installed last April, and an 
addition of two new boilers was made during November. 


Peterboroungh.—Reconsrruction.—The Town Council 
has discussed the report of Mr. W. M. Selvey on the electricity 
undertaking, and has decided to proceed with the first stage of 
reorganisation which will involve an outlay estimated at £40,000. 
It is expected that it will eventually be necessary to carry out 
the reat of the scheme at a cost of £100,000. 


Ramsdate.—PRicE Increase.—The Electric Supply 
‚ has, from the December meter readings, increased the price of 
electricity as under :—Power, first 100 units per quarter, 7d. ; 


next 3,000, 4d.; beyond, 3d. Heating, first 100 units per quarter, 
1d. ; beyond, 3d. 


Richmond-on-Thames.—PRick IN CRRASE.— The Board 
ok Trade has granted an order to the Electric Light and Power 
. 00. authorising an advance in the price of electricity to öd. per 
unit for lighting, 2d. for heating, and 34d. for power. 


Rochdale.—Supe.y or Power To Facrories.—Since 


the Corporation undertook to supply electricity in bulk for 


power purposes, quite a number of firms in the district have 
availed themselves of theopportunity to convert their methods of 


driving to electricity. There have been quite a large number of 


partial conversions during the past 10 years, but the first of the 
large cotton mills in the district to make a complete change 
over in every department and drive the mill throughout by elec- 
tricity is that of Messrs. Holt & Ogden, Ltd. Electricity will be 
supplied at 9,000 volts, to be transformed on the premises and 
distributed through motors varying in size from 20 H.P. to 126 H.P., 
each being under separate control. Mesars. William Tatham, Ltd., 
who are making further extensions to their works at Belfield, 
have decided to adopt a mixed system of alternating and oon- 
tinuous-current electrio power. The supply, in the first place, will 
be taken from the Corporation main, transformed from high to 
low pressure, and again converted from alternating to direct 
current for meeting the calls of the variable-speed machines. The 
design of Mr. W. D. Watson, electrical engineer, has been approved 
in both these cases, and the tenders have been let to the Rochdale 
Electric Co., Ltd. The Ensor No. 3 Mill, now under construction, 
is also to be run by electric power supplied by the Corporation. 
Southend.—Evrctric HEATING. With regard to an 
application for a supply of electricity required for heating radiators, 


and in view of the great demand for energy for lighting purposes, 
it has been decided that the Committee is unable to supply con- 


sumers at the present time for the purpose indicated. 


Stoke-on- Trent.—MaiNs  ExTENRIONS.—Application is 
being made to the Ministry of Health for sanction to borrow 
£29,936 for mains extensions, &c. 


Ventnor.—STREET LIGHTING. — The Urban District 
Council has accepted the tender of the Isle of Wight Electric Light 


Co. for lighting public lam ps used prior to the war, until March 31st, 


1921, and in the meantime tenders for the whole of the public 
E are to be obtained from the Electric Light Co. and the 


Wallasey. — EXxTENsIons. — Acting upon the recom- 
mendation of Sir John Snell, the Council proposes to temporarily 
reduce its extension scheme and its cost from £111,300 to £66,240. 
The electrical engineer has put forward an amended scheme for 
the installation of a 5,000-kw. set, which will be sufficient for the 
next two years. 


Wareham.—Evectric Licut ScHEME.—Owing to the 
present inadequacy of the town lighting, the Mayor has been asked 
to call a public meeting to consider the formation of an Electric 
Lighting Company. 


Warrington.— YEaR'’s WoRkiNG.—The report for the 
year ending March 31st, 1919, shows а gross revenue of £63,388 ; 
working expenses, £48,395 ; out of the balance £4,908 was paid 
ав interest ion loans, and £6,075 to sinking fund, thus leaving a 
net profit of £3,720. The units generated numbered 9,682,154, an 
increase of 11:5 per cent. The unite sold to private consumers 
numbered 7,093,205 ; public lighting, 61,417; traction, 502,582 ; 
private lighting increased by 33,262 to 494,924 units ; and power by 
774,063 to 6,598,281 units; 895 consumers are now connected to 
the mains. . 


West Ham.—Loan.—Application has been made for 
sanction to borrow £164,500 for extension pu ; in the course 
of an inquiry by Col. T. C. Ekin, it was stated that owing to the 
insufficienoy of the borough supply, it had been neoessary to borrow 
from East Ham, Leyton, and the London County Council. 


Wolfhill (Queen's Co.).—ELEcTRIcITY IN MMG. 
Good progress is being made in the oonstruction of modern 
machinery for installation in the Moderheagh Colliery, which 
includes electric pumping, haulage and ooal-cutting plant under- 
ground, The colliery is expected to be producing coal early this 
year. 


Wolverhampton.—PuncHaskE or PLant.—In May, 1917, 
negotiationg were commenced between the Ministry of Munitions 
and the Electricity Committee for the supply of electricity to 
H.M. phosphorus factory. The agreement entered into provided 
that the Ministry should contribute £50,000 towards the cost of 
the plant, the total cost of which was £78,000, the Corporation to 
find £28,000 under sanction from the Local Government Board. 
In addition the Ministry agreed to pay £3,270 towards existing 
boiler-house alterations. When the armistice was signed the 
supply ceased. As a result of negotiations, the Corporation 
offered to purchase the plant at its cost price, less depreciation 
amounting to £10,000. The Ministry agreed to “ write off" the 
sum of £3,270 paid towards the alterations, and the building 
now becomes the property of the Corporation. The Committee 
now recommends application for a loan of £40,000 to effect the 
purchase, the Director of Electric Power Supply having promised 
to advise the Ministry of Health to grant a long period of 
repayment. 

PRICE INCREASE.—The Committee also proposes that a further 
increase of 15 per cent. be made in the charges for electricity on 
all accounts (including meter rent), making a total increase of 
100 per cent., and that this increase be applied to the gross total 
of all accounts after the meter readings taken at the end of the 
December, 1919, quarter, and that for the purpose of removing 
doubts the increases hitherto made in the charges for the supply 
of electricity, amounting in the aggregate to 85 per cent., shall 
apply to meter rents. | ; | 
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TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Argentlna.— КАП АҮ ELEOCTBIFICATION.—The Western 
Railway is about to proceed with the electrification of its system as 
far as Castelar, 20 miles out of Buenos Ayres. The estimated cost 
is £1,000,000, but it is considered that the results will entirely 
justify the expenditure. The Southern Railway is expected to 
announee its intention to electrify its lines to La Plata shortly. 


Australla.— VIOrORIA.— The Railway Co.’s report for 
the year 1918-9 states that much has yet to be done to complete 
the plant of the Newport power station, and the Jolimont, New- 
market, and Middle -Brighton sub-stations. The total cost of the 
electrification work in hand at present is 2 2,997,415, exclusive of 
the cost of new carriages and structural alterations to existing 
stock, and it is not expected that the programme will be com- 
pleted before the end of 1921. 

MELBOURNE.—The Railway Commissioners have reported that 
up to June 30th this year, a total of £2,867,000 had been expended 
upon the electrification of suburban lines. 


Barrow-in-Furness.— [TRAMWAY SaLE.—In connection 
with the purchase of the tramway system by the Town Council, as 
already announced, the track is reported to be in fairly good con- 
dition, but the cars are unsatisfactory. After allowing for 
expenditure to be incurred in bringing the system up to greater 
efficiency, the sum of £96,250 was agreed upon as the purchase 
price. The company will continue to carry on the undertaking 
until it is handed over to the Council on January lst. Mr. 
J. R. Groves, the company's engineer will retain his post under the 
Town Council at a salary of £600 per annum. 


Belfast.—SuPPLY FAILURE.—On two or three occasions 
recently the tramway services were interrupted by want of power 
in the evenings when the peak point was reached, coinciding 
with low tide in the Lagan, when the condensers were not able to 
work properly. This, it is stated, may recur till the new power 
station at the harbour is in going order. In November, 1918, the 
output was 1,852,414 units: last October it was 2,730,621, or an 
increase of nearly 50 per cent. At the present time one-third of 
the electrícity is going to the shipyards, one-third to the tramways, 
and one-third to the general consumers. 


Blackpool.—ExTENSIONS.— The Fleetwood tramroad ів 
to be connected up with the local system at the Glynn and Talbot 
road. Owing to cost, estimated at £90 per week, the Tramways 


Committee has decided not to run oars from Marton to South 
Shore. 


Bolton.— NEW Савг,з.—Тһе Tramways Committee has 
approved a report submitted by the borough electrical engineer 
concerning the existing feeder cables and distributors, which he 
considers are overloaded, recommending the provision of cables of 
larger capacity, in order to safeguard the tramway supply. The 
work is to be carried out as soon as practicable. 


Bradford. NEW Morors.—The order placed by the 
Corporation in 1915 with Messrs. Brown, Boveri & Co. for 200 
tramcar motors, which, by reason of the conditions arising out of 
the war, it has been unable to fulfil, i& by mutual agreement 
not to be proceeded with, and the Corporation is at liberty to 
secure motors from another source. The contractors were unable 
to promise delivery until next summer. 


Cardiff.— NEW Cars.—The Electric Light and Tram- 
ways Committee is to invite tenders for 15 complete tramway cars 
and for 15 chassis. In the tramway manager's opinion, unless the 
moulders' strike ends, the service will have to be withdrawn: 
scrapped brake blocks are now being re- used. 


Continental.—SpAIN.—Owing to the refusal of the 
Madrid tramway companies to make any concessions to the strikers, 
negotiations between the employers and the men have been 
broken off. Some cars are being run under police protection. 

SWEDEN.—A proposed scheme for the electrification of the 
Stockholm-Gothenburg line will probably be placed before the 
Riksdag next year. It is calculated that the work will take three 
years to complete, and will involve a total expenditure of 
60,000,000 kronen. Efforts are also being made to speed up the 
electrification of the Gellivara-Svarton Railway, which has already 
received Government approval. 


Halifax.—-TRaAwway  LossES.—The borough treasurer 
has informed the Electricity Committee that during the eight 
months ended November 30th the loss in working was £12,085, 
although a higher revenue than was estimated had been received. 
It was considered that the increased fares yielded very little extra 
revenue, as the people took shorter journeys. A further increase 
to 2d. a mile is contemplated, the Corporation being of opinion 
that unless such measures are taken the resultant loss torthe year 
will be £20,000. | 

On Christmas Eve a small landslide close to St. Thomas's tram- 
way stopping stage covered the line with several tons of stone and 
gravel and stopped all vehicular traffic. After four hours there 
was sufficient clearance for a single-line car service. Investiga- 


tion as to the cause of the slide and as to responsibility is being 
made 


Hastings.—CHaNGE or Systems.—The Tramway Co. 
is considering the substitution of the overhead system for the 
Tilling-Stevens petrol-electric system at present in use on the 
front-line Esplanade, Experts who reported on the existing 


system ‘expressed the opinion that the only way to obtain an 
efficient system was to change over immediately to overhead 
working. Apart from inherent defects in the present system, the 
reason of ite being unsatisfactory was the lack of power, and this 
could not be overcome, as it was impossible to inorease the size of 
the equipment of the cars. The Tramway Co. is again making efforts 
to obtain the necessary powers from Parliament. for the suggested 
improvement, a previous application having been unsuccessful. 


Ipswich. VEAR'S WonxrNG.— The report for the year 
ended March 31st, 1919, on the tramway department, shows that 
the revenue increased by £3,958 to £38,775; working expenses by 
£3,208 to £30,279 ; leaving a net profit of £2,295, against 41,478 
last year. The passengers carried increased by 154,831 to 6,224,608 ; 
units used decreased by 163,075 to 646,578. 


Jamaica.—STRIKE.—The Kingston tramway employés 
struck work оп December 26th, and the whole service was sus- 
pended. The men demand 2d. per hour increase in. wages. 


Lancaster,.—ExPERT Арүсе.— Тһе Town Council has 
decided to call in Mr. A. R. Fearnley, tramway manager, Sheffield, 
to submit a report on the question of mechanical trans- 
port in the borough, and as to what, in the financial interests of 
the undertaking, would be the best system of traction to adopt. 
There are both tramways and electric 'buses, neither of which 
really pays because of restricted services. Mr. Chorlton's services as 
traflic manager are to terminate, and Mr. J. Patterson will take over 
the tramways superintendency at the end of January, at a salary 
of £300. 


London. — LON DOM County Cotncu.. — Before the 
Advisory Committee on London Traffic, dealing with the financial 
position of  passenger-carrying undertakings in the  metro- 
politan area, Sir Harry Howard, controller of the L.C.O., said 
that the deficiency on the working of the tramways was at present 
£137.000. and it was anticipated that next year it would be 
4 580.000. Relief could only be obtained by means of legislation 
in regard to the rating of tracks, road maintenance, kc. He did 
not consider that the debt charges constituted an unusual burden, 
and it would be possible, instead of repayment by equal instal- 
ments, to set up an annuity on the cumulative sinking fund 
principle. That would save over £100,000 & year. The capital 
commitments at the present moment were in the neighbourhood 
of two millions of money. and he believed that the revenue could 
not meet that figure. If there were less competition with motor- 
omnibuses they could probably meet the expenses on the present 
fares. Sir Albert Stanley. on behalf of the Traffic Combine, said 
that, excluding the subsidy of £560,000 which the District Rail- 
way. a controlled line. received from the Government, and approxi- 
mately a reasonable sum as allowed for renewals, the operating 
results from all the 10 companies for the current year would show 
& loss of £600,000. That was without making provision for fixed 
charges and interest. The estimated loss in 1920 would be 
£2,600,000. The total expenditure for 1920 over that of 1919 
would be £2,650,000, and that sum would have to be raised in 
increased earnings. There was not the remotest chance, Sir Albert 
continued, of meeting the loss except by an increase of fares. The 
services carried 1,300,000,000 passengers in the year, and an addition 
of a halfpenny each passenger for each journey would realise 
4 2.500.000 yearly. | 

Sir Albert Stanley, speaking at a dinner at the Savoy Hotel 
recently, said that the underground railways combined under- 
takings were now carrying about four million passengers per day, 
or 1.300 millions per year. They had 35,000 employés, 2,578 
omnibuses, 894 tramcars, and 1,360 railway carriages. Their oom- 
mitments in the way of improvements represented six millions of 
money. which sum had to be raised. 

PASSENGER TRAFFIO.—Sir Albert Stanley stated last week that 
for the last 10 years records of the passengers carried in London 
showed the following aggregate totals :—Omnibuses, 6, 818,374,141; 
trains, 2,8%1,264,160;  tramcars, 1, 760, 720,397; a total of 
10,460,358,698. During 1918 alone, 652,562,327 passengers 
were carried by the omnibuses; 379,438,072 by the tubes and 
underground railways; and 198,334,499 by the tramcars ; a total 
of 1,230,334,898, or an average of 3,370,780 passenger per day, 
including Sundays. The 1919 figures are estimated to be still 
larger. | 

UNDERGROUND INTERRUPTION.—Owing to cable trouble, traffic 
ceased for some time on the evening of December 23rd, on the Under- 
ground Railway between East Ham and Campbell Road Junction. 
Passengers were taken meanwhile гій Mark Lane and Fenchurch 
Street. 


Lytham.—TrRamway PURCHASE.— It is proposed to 
promote a Bill in Parliament to acquire the section of the Lytham 
and St. Anne's Tramway Co.'s line within the Councils area. St. 
Anne's Council has also taken similar steps, and has fixed the 
purchase price. 


Manchuria.— PROPOSED TRAwwAY.—Applications have 
been made by an ex-minister for permission to construct an elec- 
tric tramway between Dairen and Port Arthur, and another one at 
the latter town. The firet proposal will effect a reduction of 
14 miles, compared with the railway route, but is not expected to 
receive offloiai sanction. The other will probably meet with 
approval. 


New Zealand.—AUCKLAND.—The total receipts of the 
tramway undertaking for the year ending June 30th, 1919, were 
£212,503, and the number of passengers carried, 73,785,594, Laat 
years figures were £294,564, and 14,823,967 respectively, 
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preston.— YEAR'S WORKING. — The total income for the 

ending March 31st, 1919, was £77,930, the total expenditure 
` being £52,877, resulting in the transfer of £25,054 to the net 
revenue acoount, The revenue inoreased by £14,433. А con- 
siderable portion of the single track requires immediate renewal 
for which service the present renewals fund is inadequate. 
Working expenses increased by £9,433, or 22'2 per oent. The 
increased rates came into operation in August, and resulted in an 
increase in revenue of 20 per cent., with a decrease in passengers 
of 15 per cent. During the year the passengers carried numbered 
15,136,474, against 15,455,163; working expenses per car-mile 
were 10'66d., against 9'14d. ; units generated numbered 1,767,164, 
against 1,833,816, at a cost of 0°855d.. against 0'798d. 


Rawtenstall.—THROUGH RUNNING.—An intimation has 
reached Accrington tramways authority, from Rawtenstall Cor- 
poration, to the effect that employés on Rawtenstall tramways 
have decided that the through running of cars between Accrington 
and Rawtenstall shall cease after December 31st. This decision 
was taken by Rawtenstall tramway workers without waiting for 
-the approval or endorsement of the Tramways Committee. 


South Lancashire.— FaRE Increase.—The Board of 
Trade has sanctioned an order empowering the South Lancashire 
Tramways Co. to increase ld., Id., 2d. and 24d. fares by 4d., and 
3d., 4d., 6d. and 6d. fares by Id., as from January let. This does 
not apply to workmen's fares. "os 


South Shlelds.— LIdHr RAILWAT.— The Light Rail- 
way Commissioners who inquired into the application of the Cor- 
poration for sanction to construct alight railway from the borough 
boundary to Cleadon Village, to serve its housing scheme, have 
announced their decision as follows :—That the application be 
granted so far as it relates to the construction of one mile of light 
rallway from its commencement at a junction with the authorised 
tramway in the borough. Tbe Commissioners, in arriving at this 
conclusion, have attached weight to the importance of reducing 
capital expenditure, and of economising in the consumption of 
material, at the present time. In their opinion the evidence at 
the inquiry indicated that a light railway co-terminus with the 
boundary of the housing site at Cleadon Park would ‘adequately 
meet the immediate needs of the case, and that the construction of 
nearly a mile of line (involving an expenditure of, say, £30,000), 
which is cut out from the scheme by this decision, will be avoided 
without material detriment to the objecta and the interests of the 
Corporation. This decision has been come to without relation to 
the proposed new thoroughfare on the line of the light railway, 
and the alternative scheme of the Durham County Council for 
widening the main road to Sunderland. 


Walthamstow. — SEconp-Hanp Cars.—The Town 
Council is buying eight second-hand tramway cars from Rotherham 
Corporation. | 


Wolverhampton.— FARES.— The Town Council is to 
reconsider the question of the increase of fares throughout the 
system, with a view to reinstating penny fares for short stages. 

BILL.—The Corporation is promoting a Bill in Parliament to 
extend the boundaries of the borough, and also the tramway 
system. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Automatic Exchanges. — Mr. Pike Pease, Assistant 
Postmaster-General, replying to a question in the House of 
Commons, said that a number of automatic telephone exchanges 
had been installed, and others would be installed in places where 

efficiency and economy were likely to be secured. He regretted to 
And in the recent tenders that the prices asked by manufacturers 
for automatic apparatus were extremely high. 


Brazll.— According to Commerce Reports, the Brazilian 
Governmont has granted concessions to the Central and South 
American Telegraph and Cable Co., for the laying of submarine 
cables (1) linking the cities of Santos and Rio de Janeiro to any 
part of the territory of Uruguay; and (2) from Rio de Janeiro to 
Cuba rid the Island of Fernando de Noronha. 


Cable Delays.—Serious cable delays are still reported 
between the Far East and this country. The claim that by the 
end of September last the normal period of transmission had been 
reduced to 2 or 2} days in the case of India, 2 to 3 days for the 
Straits Settlements, 14 to 2 days for China, and between 5} and 
RRE the case of Australia, does not appear to have been sub- 


Canada—She Canadian Landline Companies have 

adopted the same arrangements ав the United States Companies as 

. to the formation of a Registration Bureau, and will charge for local 

telegraphic registrations $2.50 per annum, Reversible addresses 
Will not be registered, — nn 


deficit of $392,123. 


Sweden.—4A Swedish engineer has invented à method of 
ensuring seorecy in connection with wireless telegraphy. Patents 
have been taken out in several countries, and a company, A.-B. 
Cryptograph, has been formed to exploit the invention.— Economic 
Heriew. ; . | 


United States.—War-time operation of the telephone 
and telegraph systems of the country cost the Federal Government. 


814,418, 237. according to a report of Postmaster-General Burleson, 


transmitted to Congress on November 13th by President Wilson. 
This sum represents the difference between the net earnings of 
the companies taken over and the compensation guaranteed by the 
Government. Total net earnings of the telephone and telegraph 
lines during federal control were reported to be $70,387,532, while 
the compensation assured was $83,055,769. The total. deficit 
included an estimated $3,000,000 for settlement of future claims. 
Small independent companies operated by the Government reported 
a surplus of $57,428. Reported deficits of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Co.,.operating 36 subsidiary companies, were 
$9.290,170.31, while the Western Union Telegraph Co. asked an 
adjustment of $921,511. The Ohio State Telephone Co.. of 
Columbus, Ohio, operating four subsidiary companies, showed a 
The Government claim against the Postal 
Telegraph-Cable Co. was listed at $2,123,392. “If the unadjusted 
claims of the Government against the Mackay companies be taken 
into consideration," said Mr. Burleson, “ the estimated obligations 
of the Government will be substantially reduced." 

9 The U.S. Navy Department has removed the ban on wireless 
transmitting stations as far as non-commercial installations are 
concerned. All amateurs, however, must secure licences from 
the Radio Service Bureau of Navigation. Apparatus manufac- 
turers are expecting an increased volume of business as a conse- 
quence of this decision. si 
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Australia.—Sypnry.—February 18th. Опе electrically- 
controlled tower clock and four dials, for Sydney sub-stetion. 
Chief Electrical Engineer’s Office, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney. 

PERTH, W. A. — February 10th. P.M.G.’s Department. 340 
accumulators (schedule W.A.647.) (December 19th.) 


Barnes.—January 20th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department. Supply of water-tube boilers, economisers, 
draught plant, turbo-alternators, condensers, air and circulating 
pumps, transformers and rotary converters. (December 12th.) 

Barking. — Urban District Council. Second-hand air 
Sa (electric or steam). (See this issue.) 


Battersea. — January 21st. Borough Council. One 


5,000-K w. turbo-alternator, with condensing plant; one 1,500-Kw. 
rotary converter; pipework for the 5, O00O-K w. turbo-alternator ; 
switchgear for the 5,000-Kw. turbo-alternator and 1,500-Kw. rotary 


converter. | 


Belginm.—January 17th. Belgian Post and Telegraph 
Authorities, La Salle Madeleine, Brussels. Telegraph and telephone 
cables. * 


Bootle.—January 7th. Corporation. Wiring 34 houses 
under the housing scheme. (December 26th.) | 


Bradford.—January 28th. Corporation. Two electric 
battery locomotives. (December 26th.) 


Chlle.— March 15th. Comision de Puertos, Santiago. 


Electrical machinery (power and lighting) for the Port ot Valparaiso. 
Comision de Puertos, Santiago, Chile. Copies of the specifications 
can be seen at the Chilean Legation, 94, Gracechurch Street, London, 


between 3 and 5 p.m. 


Cavan.—January 12th. Electric Light & Power Co. 
Suction gas engine and plant; alternative tender for duplicates, 
electric generator and motor booster; alternative tender for dupli- 
cate, generator, electric storage battery, D.c. switchboard. (Dec- 
cember 26th.) 


Dundee. — January 23rd. Corporation. Electricity 
Department. Three 750-K W. converter sets; one 300-Kw ditto; 
11,000 v., E.H.T. switchboard ; two 760-KW., D.C. control panels; 
one 300-Kw. ditto. (December 19th.) ö 


Halifax. — January 5th. Electricity Department. Supply 
of stores (including lighting fittings and electrical accessories, 
cables, meters, &c.), from February lst, 1920, to March 31st, 1921, 
(December 19th.) 2 
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upon-Hull—Janusry 28rd. Electricity Oom- 
mittee. One 10,000-Kw. turbo-alternator, with exoiter, and one 
. condenser outfit complete. (See this issue.) 


London.—ISLIxGTON.— January 28th. Electricity Com- 
, mittee. Stores, including cables, meters, electric lampa, &0., for 12 
months, (December 19th.) 


_. FULHAM. — January 13th. Electricity Committee. Manu- 

facture, delivery and laying, complete, duct, E.H.T. cable, &o., 
between the generating stations of Fulham and Hammersmith. 
. (December 19th.) 


STEPNEY. — January 22nd. Electricity Supply Committee. 
"Two water-tube boilers, chimneys, economisers, &c., and опе 
. 5,000-xw. turbo-alternator, with condenser. accessories and switch- 
gear. (December 19th.) 


CAMBERWELL.—February 2nd. Borough Council. 12 months’ 
maintenance of the private telephones and electric bells at the 


Town Hall. Mr. F. J. Slater, Borough Engineer, Town Hall, 
Camberwell, S.E. 


Manchester.— January 14th. Electricity Committee. One 


2-ton electric lorry (specification No. 23); one 10/15-cwt. electric 
van (specification No. 24), (December 26th.) 


Rhondda.—January 5th. Urban District Council. Ele- 


_ tricity Committee. Steel or wood poles and the completion of over- 
head lines. (December 19th.) 


Sheffield. — January 2nd. Electric Supply Depart- 


ment. Supply and laying of six-core, E.H.T., split-conductor 
cable (contract No. 268). (December 12th.) 


Tynemouth. — January 12th. Electricity Department. 
Ten 250-k. v. A. transformers. (December 19th.) 


Venezuela.—June 30th. The Government Gazette of 


Venezuela publishes a decree inviting tenders for the installation of 
a wireless telegraphic station near Caracas. 


It is to be of sufficient capacity to communicate with similar stations in the 
United States and Europe. It must have one installation for emission of con- 
tinuous waves served by high-frequency alternators, and another for the 
emission of damped waves to communicate with wireless stations not provided 
with the system of continuous waves. Alternating tri-pł ase electric current 


now distributed at 190 volts and 50 cyoles is available, but the plant must 
have a reserve motor. 


Tenders to Ministerio de Fomento de los Estados, Unidos de 
Venezuela. . 


CLOSED. 


Bedford.—Electricity Committee :— 
Electrician's work for six months.—R. H. Crawley. 


Belgium.— Tenders were recently invited by the municipal 
authorities of St. Gilles, Brussels, for the supply and installation 
of a new 1,000-H.P. engine and continuous-current generator. The 
lowest tender for the engine was that of the Société des Ateliers 
Bollinckx, of Brussels, and for the dynamo that of the Socióté des 
Ateliers de Constructions Electriques de Charleroi. 


Bolton.— Electricity Committee :— 


E. H. T. switchgear for Back-o-'th'.Bank generating station.—Metroplitan 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 


12, 000. K W., 8,000-н.р.м. turbine. — Escher Wyss Oo., Zurich, Switzerland. 
12,000 -x w, alternator for above.—Mesropolitan- Vickers Eleotrical Co., Ltd. 


Government Contracts. — The following Government 
contracts were placed during November, 1919 :— 


Director or Navy Contracts DRI-AxTNMEN T. 


Searchlight motor yenerators.—Newton Bros. (Derby), Ltd. 
Switchgear.-—Switchyear & Cowans, Ltd. 

Torch batteries.—Sunlight Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Impulse gear for torpedo tubes.—Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., Ltd. 


Ministry OF MUNITIONS. 


Rewinding alternator.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Batteries.—Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 

Battery boxes.—Bond Bros. 

Electrical equipment of aircraft.—Austin Motor Co., Ltd. 
Generating sets and motors.—English Electric Co., Ltd. 
2s for magnetos.—W. H. Johnson. 

urbo alternator.—Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd. 


Inpis Orrice, STORES DEPARTMENT. 


Baudét apparatus.—Elliott Bros. 

Balancers.—Lancashire Dynamo Co. 

Insulator cups.—Bullers, Ltd.; Taylor, Tunniclide & Co. 

Dynamos.— Belliss & Morcom. 

Telegraph instruments (parts of).--Creed & Ce 

Electric motors.—English Electric Co., Ltd. 

Power board.—Erskine, Heap & Co., Ltd. 

Switchboards.—Erskine, Heap & Co., Ltd. 

Boiler tubes.--Muntz Metal Co., Ltd.; J. Wilkes, Sone & Mapplebeck ; 


Broughton Copper Co., Ltd.; Perfecta Seamless Tube Co.; Talbot, 
Stead Tube Co. | 


Post Orrick. 


Boiler equipment, Mount Pleasant.—Fraser & Fraser, Ltd. 

Pipework with accessory plant, ditto.—Foster Bros., Lid. 

Boiler plant, Leafield Wireless Station. —Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 

Electrical equipment, Mount Pleasant eub-station.—Siemens Bros. Dynamo 
Works, Lid. 

Cables for ditto.—Pirelli-General Cable Works, Ltd. 

Engine and electrical plant, Leafield Wireless Station.—W. H. Allen, Son 
and Co., Ltd. 

Laying conduits and manufacturing, supplying, drawing-in and jointing 
cables in P.O. engineering districts as follows, for six months from 
November Ast, 1919 :— 

Scotland, N. & N.E.—Siemens, Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

N.W, & S. Lancashire.—Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. 

N. W. a, S.W.a, & N. Mid.; S. W., S. Mid., E. & S.E.—Western Electric 
Co., Ltd. 

London (cabling only). -W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 

Laying short lengths of conduits, &c., Hammersmith, &c.—]. A. Ewart, . 

td 


Laying ducts, Esher.—Greig & Matthews. 

Laying ducts and pipes, op Et junction work.—J. A. Ewart, Ltd. 
Acton (Horn Lane).—Hardy & Co. 

Laying pipes, St. Thomas Street, S.E.—]. Mowlem & Co., Ltd. 

Manufacturing, supplying drawing-in and jointing cable :— 
Kensington exchange; Western exchange.—W. T. Henley's Telegraph 

Works Co., Ltd. 

London-Manchester (Derby, Hazel Grove).—B. I. & H. Cables, Ltd. 
London-Manchester (Old Stratford-Leicester).—]ohnson & Phillips, Ltd. 
Hornsey-Muswell Hill.—Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Repairing battery, Gerrard Telephone Exchange.—Hart Accumulator Co., 
td. 


Protective apparatus.—International Electric Co., Ltd.; British L. M. 
Ericsson Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telephone apparatus.—Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 
British PF M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; North British 
Rubber Co., Ltd.; Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd.; Phoenix 
Telephone & Electric Works, Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph and telephone cable. В.І. & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; Callender's 
Cable & Construction Co., Ltd.; Connollys (Blackley), Ltd.; Johnson 
and Phiilips, Ltd.; Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd.; New Gu 
Co., Ltd.; Siemens, Bros. & Co., Ltd.; Union Cable Co., Ltd.; 
Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telephone cords.—Siemens, Bros. & Co., Ltd.: Phoenix Telephone and 
:lectric Works Co., Ltd. 

Earthenware ducts.—Albion Clay Co., Ltd.; Sutton & Co.; J. Woodward, 
Ltd.; T. Wragg & Sons, Ltd. 

Insulators.—Bullers, Ltd. 

ы lamps.—Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd.: General Electric Co., 
td. 

Motor gencrators.—Crompton & Co., Ltd. 

Cable plugs.—Siemens, Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Insulator spindles.—Bullers, Ltd. 

Insulated tails.—Siemens Bros. & Co., I. td. 

Coppa wire.—B.I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; Wilkes, Son & Mapplebeck, 
td 


Enamelled and silk-covered wire.—Concordia Electric Wire Co., Ltd. 
Flame-proof wirc.—Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 
Crown AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 


Fittings for Siemens’ meters.—Guest & Chrimes, Ltd. 

Tramway track rails.—W. Jones. 

Switchboard, &c.—British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Led. 
Telephone material.—British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 


Ipswich.—Town Council :— 


One 8,000-xw. Ljungstróm ateam turbo-alternator, with condensing 
plant, wet-air filter, &o., ,615.— Brush Electrical Eng. Co., Ltd. 


Stirling.—Town Council :— 


Blectrician's work for а year.—Lockhart & Macnab. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


unior Institution of Engineers.—Friday, January Ind. At 89, Victoris 
x Street. 8.W. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on „Automate Electrio Weighing 
Machines, as used with hine Packers, by Mr. A. У. Sims. 


Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Saturday, January 3rd. At Albemarle 
Street, Piccadilly, W. At 8 p.m. Xmas lectures on The World of Sound 
(III); “Sounds of the Country.“ 

Tuesday January oth. (IVI Sounds of the Town." 
Thursday, January 8th. (V) Sounds of the Sea." 
Saturday, January 10th. (VI) ! Sounds in War.“ 


Chief Technical Assistants’ Association.— Saturday, January8rd. At 8 p. m. 
At Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C. Resumed discussion on Improving 
the Thermal Efficiency of Generating Stations, by Mr. H. F. J. Thompson, 


rpool En Society.— Wednesday, January 7th. At the Royal 
Liverpool Engineerin treet. At 8 p.m. Adjourned discussion on Mr. Н.Т. 
Newbiggin's paper on The Science and Art of Lubrication.” 

of Electrical Engineers. — таайа, January 8th. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Gt. George Street, S. W. At 6 p. in. Paper 
on “ Failures of Turbo-generators and Suggestions for Improvementa, by 
Mr. J. Shepherd. 


(Preston Sub-Centre.)—Monday, January Sth. Address on Electric 
Traction,” by Col. O'Brien. : 


Electro-Harmonic Society.—Friday, January 9th. At 8 p.m. Holborn 
Restaurant, Smoking ncert. 


Magnetic Separators.—An interesting series of articles 
dealing with magnetic separators is being published in е Génie 
Civil. The first appeared in the issue dated December 13th, and 
gives a good deal of valuable information regarding the per- 
meability of various ores, Mc. The articles give exhaustive detaila 
and diagrama of several types of separators, 
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Qj- NOTES. 


Parliamentary.—RoYAL AssSENT.—The following. Acts 
have received the Hoyal Assent :— . 
Trade Marks Act, 1919. 


Patent and Designs Act, 1919. 
Workmen's Compensation (War Addition) Amendment Act, 1919. 


Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919. | 
shropshire, Worcestershire and Staffordshire Electric Power Aot, 1919. 


Appointments "Vacant. — Tramway general manager 
(S800, rising to £1,000), electrical engineer (41,000, rising to 
31,250) for the Cardiff Corporation; mains engineer (4340) for 
the Sunderland Corporation electricity department ; engine-driver 
(72s.) for the County Asylum, Rainnill; switchboard attendant 
(988, kd.) for the Stockport Borough Council electricity works; 
charge hand for the ueliygaer Urban District Council electricity 
department ; commercial assistant to the borough electrica! 
engineer and chief clerk (£306) for the Stoke-on-Trent Corpora- 
tion electricity department; assistant engineer (£350) for the 
Willesden Urban District Council electricity department. See 
our advertisement pages to-day. 


Wireless Telephone Receivers.—A comprehensive study 
of the telephone receivers used in wireless telegraphy and tele- 
phony is in progress at the Bureau of Standards, washington, D.C. 
The tests incluie measurements to determine the loudness of 
reaponse given by different types of telephones, as well aa the elec- 
trical characteristics which determine how satisfactorily they nt 
the electrical apparatus in which they are used. Accurate methods 
are being devised for these measurements, It 18 expected that 
observations wii] be made by a large number of persons, во as to 
express results in terms ot the avearage ear, and also to use au 
electrical artiticial ear, and determine the relation of the average 
ear to this device which will then serve as a standard. The results 
should make it possible to determine which type of receiver is 
required in & given wireless apparatus in order to obtain the 
loudest signals. The methods ueveloped will be of value in 
making measurements of the strength or signals received, and will 
be utilised in connection with a study of the properties of electrical 

waves. 


Electric Ship Welding.— The report of Lloyd's Register 
of Shipping tor 1918-1919 states that arrangements have been 
made lor experiments and tests to be carried out by Dr. Mar- 
chant, Protessor of Electrical Engineering at the University 
uf Liverpool, in connection with electric welding, in order to 
ascertain the best electrical conditions to be employed in the 
process of arc welding, and also to determine whether the 
variations in the current and voltage across the arc during 
welding can be used as a criterion of the satisfactory nature 
of a weld alter it has been completed. In 1917 Lloyd's 
Register arranged for an exhaustive series of tests to be carried 
out under the direction of the society's chief ship surveyor, to 
determine, as far as possible, the general trustworthiness of 
structional connections ellected by electric welding, and their 
capacity to withstand the strains to which they would be 
subjected. The results of the experiments made were con- 
sidered by the Technical Committee of the society, and on its 
recommendation, as a tentative measure, provisional rules for 
the classification in Lloyd's Register book of vessels electric- 
ally welded, subject to the notations '' Experimental” and 
" Electrically welded, were adopted. ‘Lhe committee also 
formulated its requirements regarding the tests to be com- 
pled with by all systems of electric welding for which 
approval was desired, and a notice was issued stating that 
the committee was prepared to consider applications from 
any electric welding companies for their processes to be recog- 
nised by the society for use in ship construction, and for their 
names to be inserted in a list of companies whose processes 

ve been approved as fulfilling the society’s conditions. 
(We described the first electrically-welded ship built in this 
country in our issue of August 9th, 1918.) 

Plans for the first vessel in which the butts, seams and other 
connections are to be electrically welded have been submitted, 
and approved by the committee. This vessel, about 150 ft. 
m length, in which the use of rivets will be entirely dispensed 
with, is now nearly ready for launching. 


ÀÁrmstrong-Whitworth's New Locomomotive Works.— 
e of the most interesting instances of reconstruction 
Work on Tyneside is the conversion of the Scotswood munition 
Works into a locomotive works. When the armistice was 
signed the works, which formed an important part of the 
great Elswick Arsenal, and covered an area of 35 acres, were 
occupied by some 4,000 machines for the production of shells, 
but the moment 1nilitary operations ceased, the removal of 
the whole of these machines was begun, and others requisite 
or locomotive engine-construction were installed. It was a 
great undertaking, but so promptly was it done that within 
а the first locomotive was built, tested, and ready for 
егу. 

The point of outstanding interest to electrical engineers, 
owever, Is the very extensive use that has been made of 
` €éctrical energy, the installation having been. reconstructed 
x the last nine months. The energy is obtained from the 
Newcastle-upon-I'yne Electric Supply Co., in bulk, off its 
6.000 volt system, and this is led into four sub-stations at 
various parts of the works. These sub-stations have dupli- 
cate feeders laid between them, forming а ring main on the 


works supply. The Е.н.т. cables are connected to Bey- 
rolle ironclad wall-operated type switchgear, eo arran 


.that half of the installation can be isolated for overhaul. 


‘Lranstormers, each of 1,000 E. v. A. capacity are arranged in 
banks at three of the sub-stations, reducing the pressure to 
440 volts. Тһе energy is distributed by three-core L.C. and 
A. cables to the various shops, being controleld by medium- 
pressure ironclad switchgear of the same make as the high- 
pressure switchboard. Alternating current is used through- 
out tor heavy power requirements, driving compressors, hy- 
draulic pumps, cranes, shafting, &c. For lighting, separate 
transformers reduce the pressure to 110 volts. Huigh-candle- 
power half-watt lamps are used throughout for general light- 
ing, a standard of 4-ft. candles being maintained, while local 
lighting for inspection purposes is provided for all machines 
requiring it. 

A fourth sub-station 1s used for converting the supply of 
alternating current to direct current, by means of Westing- 
house rotary-converter sets, each of 750 Kw. capacity. The 
D.C. 18 distributed to the machine shops at a pressure of 480 


. volts, and is principally used for driving motors where variable 


speeds are required, including Lancashire drive combinations 


for planing machines, frame-slotting machines, slab ge 


machines, triplex and duplex drilling machines, boring an 
turning mills, plate and angle-bar straightening and bending 
machines, cold saws, and wheel turning machines, electro- 
hydraulic wheel presses, Tasca angle-face grinding 
machines, axle grinding machines, magnetic chucks and 
tables, portable drills and grinders, &c. The starting gear 
and control mechanism is invariably of the cast-iron pillar 
type with remote control, push-button operation on the 
larger machines to facilitate handling. Metering of the energy 
used on the various operations is provided for, so that 
costing of each stage of the work can be obtained. 

Two novelties introduced are a rivet-heating machine made 
by the firm, and a machine of Messrs. Armstrong Whit- 
worth's own invention for horizontal grinding, in which the 
articles are held in position by means of magnetisin. 

The whole of the electrical work involved in the change 
over of the works was carried out by the firm's own electrical 
department, with the exception of connecting the high-pres- 
sure mains to the switchboard, which was carried out by 
the supply company. 

The first locomotive completed was а 0-8-0 super-heated 
engine for the North-Eastern Railway Co., built from the 
designs of Sir Vincent L. Raven, chief mechanical engineer of 
the railway. Fifty of these engines are to be constructed. 
When the works are in full swing, between 6,000 and 7,000 
men will be employed, and the erecting shop has a capacity 
which will permit 70 engines to be built at one time, of which 
36 could be of the main-line type. 


Electrical Detection of Subterranean Oil.— It is stated 
that crude petroleum has been located electrically in the 
shallow oilfield near Corsicana (Texas), and that further tests 
are being made around Burkburnett. A series of batteries 
is used tor the test, the negative terminal being connected 
to а wire which is dropped into a dry waterhole, valley, or 
indentation, and the positive terminal is connected to a 
"land wire," which is used to make contact at various pointe 
on the surface of the field investigated. It is stated that the 
higher electrical resistance of oil, compared with other con- 
stituents of the earth, permits it to be located by the reduced 
deflection of à sensitive instrument in the circuit.— Electrical 
Heview, Chicago. 


Society of Technical Engineers.—A mass meeting of 
members, at Manchester, on December 19th, was addressed 
by Mr. E. Murray-Wrong, who took as his subject The 
Value and Purpose of Organisation." He explained to the 
meeting that he was speaking from the point of view of one 
outside the society, and he did not possess any special know- 
ledge of the society's objects. The speaker then gave his 
views of trade unions and similar organisations, and pointed 
out that contrary to earlier social doctrines these did not 
restrict individual liberty, but provided a speaking medium 
through which the individual might express his ideals. It 
had been considered that trade unions necessarily involved 
class warfare and unrest, but this was chiefly due to ignor- 
ance of the functions of such bodies. Their main object was 
negotiation, and the strike was only resorted to when negotia- 
tions failed. 

Mr. Murray-Wrong considered that the society had many 
difficulties to contend with. At one end of the scale it graded 
almost imperceptibly into Labour, and at the other into 
Capital. The society had therefore to guard against two 
possibilities. There might be an attempt to use it as a 
balance of power between Capital and Labour—e policy 
which meant failure. Again, the organisation might tend to 
become an appendage of Capital, thereby alienating labour 
and limiting the society’s sphere of action. In the speaker's 
opinion, the best course to pursue would be for the society 
to associate itself with the labour movement generally, send- 
ing representatives to conferences and other similar gather- 
ings. This would secure a public hearing, and make it 
possible to influence public opinion, which was the main 
purpose КЫ пез OD 1 

pon the conclusion of the address a number of 
took part in a discussion of the subject. А = 
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_. The Electric Smelting. of Tin.—In No. 99 of the Revue 
' dElectrochemie et d'Electrometallurgie an account is given by 
Prof. Jean Escard of the treatment of tin ores in the eleotrio 
‘furnace. The author states that an electrical efficiency of 55 per 
cent. or more can be attained. and the electric furnace produces 
pure tin with continuous operation, which is not possible with the 
reverberatory furnace. The former, moreover, requires only 14 per 
eent. of carbon for reduction, as compared with 20 to 26 per cent.. 
employs less labour (only three men per furnaoe), and consumes 
the electrodes so slowly that their cost is negligible. Where water- 
fells exist in the neighbourhood of tin mines, and coal is dear, the 
electrical process presents marked advantages. Charcoal can be 
used for reduction. The energy consumption per ton of tin is about 
1.140 & w.-houre, The furnace is of the sbaft type, with three 
electrodes. Similarly. the electric furnace (of the resistance type) 
can be applied to the recovery of tin from scrap metal with a high 

. commercial efficiency. я 


| Iuqniry.— The name and address of the glass shade 
manufacturers or factors known as W. F. Co., Ltd., is wanted. 


Diesel Emgine Users’ Association.—At the December 
meeting of the Diesel Engine Users' Association Mr. Chas. Gould, 
A.M.I.E.E, electrical engineer to the First Garden City, Ltd., 
Letchworth, was elected president for the ensuing year, and Mr. 
Percy Still, M. I. E. H., M. I. Pet. Tech., chief engineer and manager to 
the Chelsea Electricity Supply Co., Ltd., was re-elected hon. secre- 

 tery. Messrs. Geoffrey Porter, A.M.I.nst.C. E., and A. W. A. Chivers 
were elected members of the General Committee, in place of the 
two members who retire. The present members of the Standing 

. Committee on Insurance, which deals with any question arising in 
connection with the standard policy of insurance against break- 
down &t Lloyds which has been approved and adopted by the 
Association, were all re-elected for a further term of office. The 
Hon. Secretary made his annual statement, referring to the further 
growth in the membership of the Association, and the subjects 
dealt with and work carried out during the year. 


Theatre Electricians.—As the result of a Conference with 
the Parliamentary Committee of the Trade Union Congress on 
December 30th an agreement was reached between the National 
Association of Theatrical Employés aud the Electrical Trades Union 
in regard to a dispute between the two organisations. There had 
been trouble with the Electrical Trades Union over the attempt of 
that society to enrol theatrical electricians and kinema operators. 
The agreement signed by representatives of both Unions and the 
Parliamentary Committee runs thus :— 

That the N.A.T.E. and the E.T.U. agree to recognise each 
other's membership card in the entertainment industry. That each 
Union undertakes not to induce a member of the other Union to 
leave one Union for the other. That when any question arises 
affecting the conditions of employment of members of either Union 

employed in the entertainment industry both Unions agree that 
the section so affected shall have the support of all other sections 
belonging to either Union. 

" That, with regard to members of either Union, employed in 
the entertainment industry, joint action be taken to promote a 
joint programme for all membars of either Union so employed, in 
any area, That immediate steps be taken to promote a joint pro- 
gramme for those employed in picture theatres." 


Educational. The Electricity Committee of the Willesden 
Urban District Council has had under consideration a scheme sub- 
mitted by the electrical engineer for providing a graduated course of 
training in electrical engineering for. boys residiny in the district. 
This scheme is the outcome of many applicationa which have been 
received for the training of lads in this manner, and the Committee 

· ів of the opinion that it would be advantageous.to the Council and 
to the inhabitants of the district if it were brought into operation. 

It, therefore, recommends that the scheme as drafted be approved 
in principle. 


The Patent Office Library, —The library is now open 
daily, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., except Sundays, Good Fridays, 
Christmas Day, and Bank Holidays. On Christmas Eve, Easter 
Eve, and Whitsun Eve the library will close at 4 o'clock. As 
announced in our "Correspondence" columns on December 12th, 
Mr. C. Salter, of 33, Park Hall Road, London, N. 2, is promoting a 
‘petition to the President of the Board of Trade with a view to 
extending the hours to 10 pm., and will be glad to hear from 
readers who will support the movement. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


institution of Electrical Engineers.—The December issue of the 
‚ Journal announces the following arrangements for January, 
1920 :— 

Ordinary Meetings of the Institution.—(To be held at the 
Institution of Oivil Engineers, Great George Street, Westminster, 
at 6 p.m.) 

3 8th. ‘Failures of Turbo-Generators and Suggestions 

. for Improvements,” by J. Shepherd. 
January 22nd. “Transformers for Electric Furnaces,” by J. L. 
Thompson, M.Sc. 
v. Mestings of Territorial Contres.—January 6th, Preston. Eleo- 
trio Traction," by Н. E., O'Brien, D.S.O. 


FE 


Suggestions for Improvements,” by J. Shepherd. 


‚ Operators during the war. 


January 12th, Newoastle. |" Scientific Management," by J. М. 
Boott-Max well. di i | 
January 13th. Edinburgh-- (fo be announced later.) 

January 13th, Leeds. Large Power Transfo mers," by 4. d. 
Ellis and J. L. Thompson. | 
January 13th, Manchester. 
‘January 14th, Birmingham. 
Windings,“ by H. W. Taylor. 

January 15th, Birmingham. 
Junior Gas Association. 

January 19th, Liverpool, Address by Prof. Е. W. Marchant, D. Sc. 
(Inaugural Meeting of Liverpool Sub-Centre ) . RUP y 

January 26th, Newcastle. " Failures of Turbo-Generators and 
Suggestions for Improvementa," by J. Shepherd. i 

Junuary 27th, Manchester. (To be announced later.) 

January 28th, Birmingham. ‘ Failures of Turbo-Generators and 


(To be announce 1 later.) 
Eddy Current Losses in Stator 


Joint meeting with Midland 


January 30th, Newcastle. Annual dinner of N orth-Eastern 
Centre. | 
STUDENTS SECTION.—January 16th, City and Guilds Engineering 
College, South Kensington, S.W. (7 p.m.), "The Development of 
Automatic Telephony," by J. Н. Reyner. , 
IRISH CENTRE (BELFAsT).—The following have been appointed 
to form a Preliminary Committee to. take the necessary steps to 
inaugurate this Centre :—Measrs. Т. W. Bloxam, E. S. Dash wood, 
R. V. Macrory, F. W. Parkinson, H. D. Wight, and Prof. R. Stanley 
(acting hon. secretary). | ^ "P 
SCHOLARSHIPS.—The Council has awarded the following 
Scholarships for 1919-29 :— EN 
Silumons Scholarships (value £50 each).—To Mr. J. C. Read, of 
Bristol University ; and to Mr. H. J. Barriscale, of the Engineering 


. School. University College, Cork. .. . . 3 


Darid Hughes Scholarships (value £50. each).—To Mr. D. 8. 
Anderson, of the Royal Technical College, Glasgow ; and to Mr. 
B. A. Cronin, of the University College of South Wales and 
Monmouthshire. . . 

Paul Scholarship (value £25).—To Mr. F. E. Price, of the Finsbury 
Technical College. | 

THE INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS (INDIA).—The I. E. E. Council 
has awarded for the next five years, an annual prize of £20 for the 
best paper on an electrical subject read before the above 
Institution. 

The Journal also gives a complete list of the Commft tees 
appointed by the Council for 1919-20, and the names of the 
Institution’s representatives on other bodies. | 

The SCOTTISH CENTRE is holding a conversazione on February 
4th, 1920, at St. Andrew's Hall. Granville Street, Glasgow. 

Society of Technical Engineers (North-Eastern District). —The 
following meetings will be held during the current month, 
commencing at 7 pm.:— — 

Sunderland.— Wednesday, January 14th, at the Subscription 
Library, Fawcett Street. | | 
кылышка January 16th, at the Corporation 
otel. - 
J January 21st, at the City 
otel. i ‘ | 

Belfast Association of Engineers.—‘ Wireless Communication 
in the War" was the title of a lecture given by Major Rupert 
Stanley, at Belfast, on December )&8th. The lecturer, in the 
course of his address, which was illustrated by lantern views, 
dealt with the transmission and reception of wireless messages, 
wireless equipment for military purposes in the earlier phases 
of the war, the evolution of the hard valve and its advan- 
tages in wireless communication, the complete system of wire- 
less communication employed in France in 1918, and the latest 
achievements in wireless signalling, telephony, and long-range 
work. Major Stanley was an instructor and experimental adviser 
to the British Expeditionary Force in France. In acknowledging 
the vote of thanks, Major Stanley said that the Allied triumph 
over the Germans in wireless work was largely due to the achieve- 
ments of the French wireless experts. с 
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OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 


Mr. E. Jorpan, of Northampton, has been appointed shift 
engineer at Rawtenstall Electricity Works. | 

Mr. А. W. CoorEn, of the Electricity Works, Walthamstow, 
has been appointed meter charge engineer at the electricity 
works, London Road, Southend-on-Sea. 

Captain and Adjutant D. A. WiLLIAMSON, Tyne Electrical 
Engineers, has vacated the appointment of adjutant on ceas- 
ing to be employed. | 

Lieutenant W. G. C. Harpy, City of Edinburgh Electrical 
Engineers, has vacated the acting rank of captain on ceasing 
to be employed. | | 

Commander J. P. Scho D, M.B.E., Principal of the Car- 
diff Wireless College, has been presented by the students with 
& silver cruet set. The college turned out 1,000 wireless 
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At a smoking concert held at the Manchester Hotel, Hull, on 

December 19th, Mr. J. Witkinson, who recently retired from 
the position of Corporation tramways electrical engineer, 
after nearly 2U years’ service, was presented by Mr. J. W. A. 
Renton, supervising engineer, on behalf of the tramways de- 
partment employés, with an. Underwood typewriter and an 
umbrella. It is stated that Mr. Wilkinson.is now introducing 
electrically propelled battery vehicles into Hull. | 

Mr. F. H. Rupp, electrical engineer to the Rochdale Cor- 
poration, has not yet recovered from a nervous breakdown, 
and on the advice of his doctor, is taking a further rest and 
change of surroundings. The Gas and Electricity Committee 
last week expressed their sympathy with him, and granted 
him a further two months’ leave of absence. The committee 
feel that the breakdown of Mr. Rudd’s health is due. to the 
trying time he has had since he took control of the under- 
taking nearly three years ago; He has been faced with a 
great many difficulties, often being at the works for 48 hours 
at а stretch. a | 3 

On the occasion of his leaving the Aberdeen” Corporation 
Electricity. Department to take up duty as shift engineer with 
the Falkirk Corporation, Mr. Н. TROwSdDALE, on December 
With, was made the recipient of а watch and chain ss a 
parting gift from his fellow employés. · Mr. Bullman, station 
engineer, in the absence of Mr. Bell, made the presentation. 
. The Birmingham Post states that the services rendered *o 
Birmingham and the district by Sir Oliver Lodge and Lady 
Lodge were to be recognised by the presentation of an address 
and a memento to them at a meeting of the subscribers to be 
Һе!а at the Council House on January 1st. The list of contn- 
butors was closed on December Sist- >: ; К. 

On the occasion of his leaving the Surbiton: Electricity 
Supply system to take ap another appointment, Mr. A. W. 
Crick, who has been a member of the staff for. the past 
16 years, was presented with a suit case. 

Alderman G. PEAnSON, chairman of the Bristol Corporation 
Electricity Committee, who has for the past 14 years acted 
as honorary solicitor to the Incorporated Municipal Electrical 
Association, bas recently, much to the regret of the Associa- 
tion, been compelled to resign owing to indifferent health. 
The Council of the I.M.E.A. have pleasure in announcing that 
Mr. P. M. Heath, deputy town clerk of Manchester, has 
consented to accept this pesition.. : 
Acting Captain J. A. BLEE, C. B. E., R. N., has been ap- 
pomted technical superintendent and adviser on the staff of 
the Marconi International Marine Communication Co., Ltd. 


Obituary. — MR. Олор Намптом.--Тһе death took place 
at Sidmouth, Devon, where he was on holiday, of Mr. Claud 
Hamilton, of Claud Hamilton, Ltd., electrical engineers, 
Glasgow and Aberdeen. Mr. Hamilton, who came of an old 
engineering family, took up that profession and served his 
apprenticeship with Messrs. A. & J. Inglis, Glasgow, and 
Messrs. J. & W. Abernethy, Aberdeen. When the latter 
business was incorporated as a limited company, he became a 
director. In the late '80'8 he founded thé business of Claud 
Hamilton, which, under his direction, became one of the most 
extensive concerns of its kind in Scotland. 

Mr. W. Horextrk.—The death is announced, at the age ^f 
74 years, of Mr. W. Hopekirk, electrical engineer, of Hawick. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


: Perna Engineering Works (Blackpool), Ltd. (161,690). — 
Private company, Registered December 15th. Capital, £3.000 in £1 shares. 
Objects: To take over the business carried on at Castlegate, South Shore, 
Blackpool. as the Perna Engineering Works," and to carry on the business 
oí general and electrical engineers, manufacturers of Perna electric-dynamo 
lighting sets and other Perna specialities, builders and makers of motor 
bodies, chassis, &c. The subscribers (each with one share): are: G. H. Morris, 
$9, Central Drive, Blackpool, contractor: W. S. Pyruh, З, Alexandra Road. 
South Shore, Blackpool, engineer; R. H. Mann, 20, Osborne Road, South 
Shure, Blackpool, engineer. The first directors are: G. H. Morris, W. S. 
Pyrah, and R. H. Mann. Registered office: Castlegate, South Shore, Black- 
pool. — Р 

British Brass Fittings, Ltd. (161,968).—Registered De- 
eember And. Capital, £350, ih £1 shares. Objects: To take over the 
businesses of Sperryn & Co., Ltd., Chas. Joyner & Co., Ltd., Ingram & Kemp, 
Ltd., and Player & Mitchell, Ltd., with certain of the assets thereof (the 
purchase considerations being respectively £95,644, 243,395, £28,164 and 
£33,872), and to carry on the business brass and iron founders, water, 
as, oil and electric fittings manufacturers, &c. The first directors are: G. 

rryn, Hampton Grange, Solihull, director of Ingram & Kemp, Ltd., and 
5 & Co., Lied.; G. M. Sperryn, 25, Wycliffe Road, Handsworth, director 

same companies; H. B. Butler, Meadow View, Stratford-on-Avon, director 
ol Butlers, Ltd.: D. B. Grubb, High Croft, Alvechurch, director of Kiore 
Sheep Farming Co., Ltd.; W. J. G. Ѕреггуп, 45. Frederick Road, Wylde 
Green, Birmingham. director of Ingram & Kemp, Lid. W. Dampier. Park 
Mount, Strencham Hill, Moseley, Birmingham, director of Player & Mitchell, 
Lid. Acting secretary: H. B. Butler. Solicitors: Brooks, Monk and Har- 
Ereave, 37, Waterloo Street, Birmingham. 


С. Н. Davies & Co., Ltd. (161,802).— Private company. 
Registered December I8th. Capital, £12,000 in £1 shares (2,000 6 per cent. 
eurmu!ztive preference), To take over the business of an electrical accessories 
manufacturer carried on by C. H. Davies at 153, Bracebridge Street, Bir- 
mingham. The subscribers (each with one share) are: C. H. Davies. 153, 
Bracebridge Street, Birmingham. electrical engineer: T. Gladdv, 155, Brace- 
bridge Street, Birmingham, electrical engineer; T. Reynolds, 155, Bracebridge 
Street, Birmingham. mechanical engineer. The first directors are: C. H. 
Jane. T. Giaddy and T. Reynolds. Solicitor: E. F. Freeland, Birmingham. 


British Electrical Repairs, Ltd. (161,905).—Registered 
Decrrober Oth. Capital, £50.000 in £10 shares. Objects: То carry on busi- 
ness as indicated by the title. The first directors are: J. J. Atkinson. 1, 
North John Street, Liverpool: H. C. Evans, 18, Exchange Street, Man- 
chester. N. Fletcher, Eden Browe, Armathwaite; L. V. Gerrard, 24, Fennel! 


Street, Manchest; Н. M. Longridge, 26, Fennel Street, Manchester; N. H. 
Maxwell, 1, North John Street, Liverpool; H. F. Taylor, 56, Kingsway, 
W.C.2. Registered office: 34, Fennel Street, Manchester. 


' Sutton-in-Ashfield Motor and Electrical Engineering Co., 


Ltd. (161,841).—Private company. Registered December 
18th. Capital, £20,000 in 19,950 preferred ordinary shares of £1 each and 
1,000 deferred ordinary shares of ls. each. To carry on the business indi- 
cated by the title, and to adopt an agreement with R. Fenna. The sub. 
scribers (cuch with one preferred ordinary share) are: J. B. Hole, Redbank, 
Mansfield, Notts, gentleman; B. Walton, jun., 74, Kirkby Road, Sutton-in- 
Ashfield, Notts, hosiery manufacturer. The first directors are: J. B. Hole 
and B. Walton, jun. (both permanent, subject to holding 100 deferred ordi- 
nary shares each).  Quaiification of ordinary directors, £500. Registered 
office: Bank Chambers, Sutton-in-Ashficld. 


British Aris Sparking Plug Co., Ltd. (161,966).—Private 
company. Registered December 22nd. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. Objects: 
To carry on the business of manufacturers and importers of and dealers in 
sparking plugs and all kinds of mechanical or electrical machinery, engineers, 
turbines, dynumos, &c., and to enter into an agreement with Société Acis of 
33, Rue de l'Abondance, Lyons, France. The subscribers (each with one 
share) are: J. P. Edmunds, White Lodge, Whitchurch, Glam., director and 
shipowner; Н. H. Deacon, * Coedmor,” Penarth, colliery agent. Permanent 
directors are: J. P. Edmunds, H. H. Deacon, F. H. Bridge, A. S. Shedden, 
H. J. Edmunds and A. L. Rhys-Evans. Qualification, £100. Secretary: A. 
e ои Registered office; 65-8, Merchants! Exchange, Bute Docks, 

ardifl. ; s 


Appareil Magnetique Co., Ltd. (161,796).—Private com- 
pany. Registered December 18th. Capital, £24,000 іп £1 shares. To take 
over the business of È company of similar name, and to carry on the business 
of medical electricians and magneticians, manufacturers of electrical, surgical 
and calisthenic appliances, sports goods, &c. The subscribers (each with one 
sbare) are: H. F. Perry, 8, Park Grove Road, E.11, cashier; С. C. Baldock, 
54, Strowe Road, E.7, solicitor's clerk. | Managing director: G. Petterson. 
Registered office: 2, Charterhouse Street, E.C. 


В. K. E. Electric Motors, Ltd. (161,749).—Rrivate com- 
pany. Registered December 17th. Capital, £20,000 in #1 shares. To carry 
on the business of buyers and sellers of and dealers in all kinds of vebicles, 
ships and vessels (whether propelled or moved by electricity, steam or ‘other 
power) and all electric or other motors, &c. The subscribers (each with one 
share) are: C. E. W. Ogilvie, 32, Essex Street, Strand, W. C., solicitor; W. 
R. Bradshaw. 32, Essex Street, Strand, W. C., clerk. The subscribers are 10 
арроп! the first directors. ualification, £500. Solicitor: €. E. W. Ogilvie, 
„Essex Street, Strand, W.C 2. | . 
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' OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL ` 
б | COMPANIES,  — 


Power Engineering Со., Ltd.— Debentures for £500 regis- 
tered November 14th, 1919, part of £11,500, charged on the company's under. 
taking «nd property, present and future, including uncalled capital. pu 


Rushmores, Ltd. (formerly Rnshmore Lamp Works, 


Ltd.)—Satisfaction registered November 19th, 1019, (a) to 
the extent of £27,500, of ey for £30,000 registered December, 1917, and 
(b) in full, of charge for £1,003, and other moneys registered August, 1919. 


English Electric Co., Ltd.—Debentures for £1,000,000 
(secure by trust deed dated September 15th, 1919) charged on interests in 
various shares and in certain frechold works at Preston and Bradford, aod 


the company's undertaking and property, present and future, including un- 
called capital. : : ` 


CITY NOTES. =. . 


| | At the meeting held on December 17th, 
Eastern Sir J. Denison Pender first referred to the 
Extension, death of Mr. F. A. Bevan, who had been 
Australasia and a director since 1873. Turning to thé ac- 
China Telegraph counts, he said that these were very satis- 
Co., Ltd. factory as the gross receipts for 1918 

. showed an increase of £562,000, due to 

the enormous increase of trafüc all over the company's sys- 
tem. 'The working and other expenses showed an increase 
of £68,000, mainly accounted for by additions to the: staff 
salaries and war pavments. A revaluation of their securities 
showed that the provision made in past years on account 
of investment fluctuations was found to be pract«cally suffi- 
cient to meet the depreciation of the reserve fund securities 
on December 3lst. 1918, when the accounts were made up. 
At the meeting of the Eastern Co. he had gone very fully 
into the causes of delays on trafüc. He would not go over 
the ground again, and they would receive a full report of 
that meeting. As an illustration of the enormous growth of 
traffic since the outbreak of war he mentioned that, the 
trans-Indian and this company’s local traffics between India 
and the Far East, &c., showed an increase in 1918 of roundly 
327 per cent. over the pre-war year 1913. Consequently, ad- 
ditional carrying capacity was urgently required to deal with 
this large volume of traffic, and they were making arrange- 
ments for the manufacture and laving of a new cable between 
Madras and Singapore at the earliest possible moment. The 
Eastern and other cable companies also urgently needed more 
cables to meet tbeir traffic requirements, and it would, there- 
fore, take some little time before this could be effected. The 
money required for the Madras-Singapore cable would- be 
taken from the general reserve fund. | ee УЖЫ ' 


At the statutory meeting, held at Man- 

Ward and chester on December lth, Mr. M. H. 
Goldstone, Ltd. Goldstone, who presided, mid that the 
state of the order book was very healthy; 

in fact, thev were booked up at profitable rates in most de 
partments for a long time ahead. The demand for wires, 
cables, and flexible cords, continned in excess of the supply. 
Not only was there à continued increasing demand for cables 
for lighting, heating, power, telephone and bell service, but 
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the automobile industry requirements were very substantial, 


and the directore were making provision in the new works 
for increasing the output. In the departinents relating to 
switch and fuse gear, owing to the heavy stocks of castings 
they usually carried, they had as yet not been seriously handi- 
capped by the moulders’ strike, but unless this trouble was 
soon settled, they feared that this department was likely to 
suffer. Almost every branch of the engineering industry was 
dependent upon obtaining supplies of castings. The demand 
for their electrical plants for lighting country houses, bunga- 
lows, cinenias, &c., was growing, and they looked to this 
department to supplement their profits to a considerable 
extent. Referring to the competition of American and other 
makers, he said that they had little fear of fair competition 
in lighting sets. They were anxious to remove to the new 
works, particularly as the congested state of the present 
stores and warehouse was restricting turnover. 'lhey hoped 
to start moving in April of 1929, and as it was intended, 
as far as possible, not to stop production during removal, they 
were duplicating & portion of the machinery. It was antici- 
pated that by a year hence they would be finally installed 
in the new works, when they would be able to cope more 
successfully with the large amount of business offered. The 
turnover of the company continued to incre&se satisfactorily. 
The directors were optimistic as to the future prospects of 
the company, providing that they could steer clear, as they 
had done in the past, of labour trouble. 


Presiding at the annual meeting, held 


Eastern at Electra House, E.C., on December 17th, 
Telegraph Sir J. Denison Pender made some com- 
Co., Ltd. parisons to illustrate the growth of business 


during the war and since the signing of 
the armistice. The gross revenue for the year 1913 was 
£1,462,844. For 1917 it was 42,901,579, an increase of 
£1,438,735, or 100 per cent. For 1918 the gross revenue was 
£463,470 in excess even of 1917, and 41, 902, 205 above the 
pre-war figure. On the other hand, the total expenses bad 
correspondingly increased, and large payments had accrued 
to the Government for excess profits duty and income tax, 
the result being that, notwithstanding the increase in the 
gross revenue over 1917 of £463,470, the amount available for 
reserve and dividend on the ordinary stock was roughly 
£20,000 less than in 1917. The amount charged in the ac- 
counts under review for income tax and excess profits duty 
payable in England was £861,300, and the amounts paid and 
due to the Government from this and their associated com- 
panies for the last five years totalled no less than six million 
pounds. Special attention should be drawn to the expenses 
attending maintenance of cables, £364,807. This work now 
involved great expense owing to additional cost of cable and 
materials, higher labour charges, and all the other items re- 
lating to the upkeep and running expenses of ships. The 
average annual cost of this item for the five years prior to 
the war was £107,021. Although their men had necessarily 
to run risks in repairing cables duriug the war, they did not 
lose а “р although the whole fleet was at work practically 
night and day. The naval authorities realised the vital im- 
portance of maintaining telegraphic communication through- 
out the Empire, and it was a great satisfaction to the com- 
pany to render importaut service to both the naval and mili- 
tary authorities by laving, maintaining, and working many 
strategic sections, as well as maintaining a satisfactory service 
for Government correspondence. The combined interests of 
this country and the Allies were their first consideration, and, 
although regular customers were subjected to many restric- 
tions and their commercial service was hampered, they did 
everything possible to provide the best service obtainable dur- 
ing the war. Unfortunately, the commercial service still fell 
short of the high state of efficiency which existed before the 
outbreak of war, and public telegrams were subject to serious 
delay. They were doing everything possible to improve 
matters. That they коша succeed in again attaining their 
pre-war standard there was no doubt whatever, but it must 
necessarily take time. Prior to August, 1914, the routes 
owned by the Indo-European and by the Great Northern 
Telegraph Companies, which passed through Germany and 
Russia, dealt with approximately 40 per cent. and 30 per 
cent. of the Indian and Far East trafüc respectively, and 
since that date this company had had to deal with practically 
the whole of this work in addition to their own traffics. Be- 
fore the war their system of duplicate, triplicate, and in some 
cases quadruplicate cables, and alternative routes, which pro- 
vided security against the temporary breakdown from natural 
causes of one or more sections, always gave a good margin 
of capacity over and above a likelihood of any abnormal 
volume of traffic which might arise from anv special event 
of national or international interest. When the unprece- 
dented increase of traffic with which thev had to cope was 
suddenly thrust upon them, the whole of their previous 
margin of safety disappeared, and it was impossible to manu- 
facture and lav additional cables to meet this emergency. 
Not only was this impossible, but it was with the greatest 
diffculty that they were able to maintain the cables already 
laid. Another factor which should not be overlooked was 
shortage of staff. The demand for vouth to maintain the 
fighting forces had. naturally, the effect of cutting off the 
supply of suitable voung men. and as it took some vears of 
training and experience to make an efficient telegraph opera- 
tor, the burden during the war was thrown upon the shoulders 


of those who, from age or by the wise decision of the naval 
and military authorities, were prevented from taking an 
active part in the land and sea defences of their country. 
The supply of suitable young men was now wore satisfactory, 
and the strengthening of the staff was now only a question 
of time, but ıt must be remembered that some years’ train- 
ing had been lost. The Government telegrams exchanged 
with and through the United Kingdom contained on an 
average over 80,000 words & day, whereas in 1913 the daily 
average was only about 3,000 words. The total number of 
paid words dealt with by the companies in 1918 was about 
180 millions, in addition to which they had carried during 
the war three million words free of charge in connection 
with wounded, Hed Cross, &c. In 1913 the total number ot 
words was only about 64 millions. They had hoped that with 
the removal ol the censorship restrictions and the reintroduc- 
tion of private codes, the voluine of trattic would appreciably 
diminish. 'The reverse had taken place, the number of mes- 
sages had increased, and their length was only slightly 
reduced. Not long ago two of their main line cables were 
accidently broken by ships' anchors, and although these were 
speedily restored, the accumulation due to these interruptions 
created serious delay, because there was no margin of capacity 
to deal with the congestion resulting from the interruptions. 
No permanent improvement could be relied upon if the traffic 
was maintained at its present level, until they could improve 
the capacity of the system by laying additional cables and 
introducing new apparatus, which would increase the speed 
of working. Neither of these means was possible during the 
war, as all the cable and electrical apparatus manufacturers 
practically devoted the whole of their energies to the output 
of war materials, and it would be some time yet before their 
requirements could be met. They had long since placed orders 
for both cable and apparatus, and the manufacturers were 
doing all they could to assist, but the unavoidable delay in 
delivery hampered their initiative. ‘They made arrangements 
with the Ministry of Shipping to charter the Stephan, one 
of the largest cable-laying vessels in the world, which was 
taken over from the Germans, aud she had just completed 
the laying of another fast speed cable between Porthcurnow, 
in Cornwall, and Gibraltar, about 1,200 miles in length, which 
would form the first section of a new main line between Great 
Britain and the Far East through; the Mediterranean, and on 
via Bombay and Madras, then taken on by their associated 
company, the Eastern Extension, &c., Co., to Singapore, 
involving an expenditure of about 7,000 miles of cable. Pro- 
visional orders were placed immediately there was a likelihood 
of the cable being manufactured, and as soon as each section. 
was delivered it would be laid and worked. In the meantime 
partial renewals had been and were being carried out, and 
other means had been devised to improve the speed of some 
of the existing cables. The manufacturers were also being 
pressed by other administrations to carry out extensive orders 
for cable to improve telegraphic communication in other parts 
of the world where there was also heavy delay. After re- 
ferring to the vexed question of triple-rate urgent telegrams, 
the chairman said that the company was one of the few public 
concerns which had not raised their charges during the war. 
On the contrary. thev had, in fact, reduced their rates since 
1914 with British West Africa, New Zealand, the Dutch East 
Indies, Japan. South Africa, and East Africa, while reduc- 
tions with China, Hong-Kong, and the Philippines would 
come into operation on January Ist next. Although they were 
always ready to reduce rates whenever circumstances war- 
ranted it, thev must point out that the Governments of Great 
Britain and India had considered it necessary to increase their 
pre-war charges for local internal telegrams, and the rentals 
charged for pneumatic tubes and underground wires had also 
recently been raised, which had had the effect of considerably 
increasing their outpayments in Great Britain. The general 
reserve fund had reached 43, 076, 000. due to the conditions 
ruling during the last five vears, which made it impossible 
to undertake necessary renewals and the laying of cables— 
even those which in the ordinary course would have been 
necessary to provide additional capacity to enable them to 
deal properly with the normal growth of business. Therefore, 
the moneys which would have been expended on this work 
had there been no war were invested for the time being in 
War Loans. When it became possible to get delivery of ? 
part of their requirements. thev laid the first link. the new 
Portheurnow-Gibraltar section alreadv mentioned. "This com- 
pany alone must have at least another 4.000 miles of cable as 
soon as thev could be manufactured and laid, the cost of 
which would he chargeable against the general reserve fund. 
and as the price of cables to-day was so greatly in excess of 
pre-war prices the reserve fund would he materially reduced. 
Their reserve fund was not a ''free reserve " in the sense 
of the reserves of other trading concerns, and could not be 
looked upon as available for capital distribution. Tt was set 
aside for the specific purpose of providing renewals and ad- 
ditional cables, &c., as required: and the withdrawals in 
future would be very heavy. Thev had ordered a new cable 
repairing ship capable of consuming either coal or oil fuel. 
und fitted with all the latest cable repairing machinery and 
equipment. She would be a very useful addition to their 
fleet. Had it not been for the monlders’ strike she would 
have been delivered in Mav next, but this date could not now 
be ndhered to. Her cost would be more than double the 
pre-war price. 
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Bullers, Ltd.—The report for the four years ended July 
Slet, 1919, states that during the period in which the com- 
pany was a controlled establishment the directors were unable 
to issue reports and statements of account owing to the difh- 
cultv of arriving at accurate figures relating to munitions levy 
and excess profits duty. A settlement with the Government 
has been reached enabling balance sheets for the four years 
to be submitted. In order to deal with the great increase in 
the volume of business, new works at Milton ure being erected 
and are nearly complete. The accounts for the years 1916, 


1917, and 1915 have been adjusted and a final balance of 


49.443 has been brought forward to be dealt with. For the 
year ended July 318%, 1916, 7% per cent. dividend on the ordi- 
nary shares has been paid, and for 1917 and 1918 10 per cent. 
The reserve fund has been increased, and now stands at 
£90,000. The accounts, after payment of the directors' fees, 
salaries, &c., and after providing for excess profits duty, show 
a profit of 432,653. This amount, together with £9,443 
brought forward, makes a total of £42,096. The directors re- 
commend a further dividend of 74 per cent., making 124 per 
cent. for the year, on the ordinary shares; that £10,000 be 
placed to reserve, bringing that amount up to £100,00U;.a 
further allocation of £5,000 against contingencies at Hanley, 
and the balance of 4846 to be carried forward.—Financial 
imes. 


Companies Struck off the Register.—The following com- 
panies have been struck off the register, and are accordingly 
dissolved :— 

British Empire Lighting and Construction Co., Ltd. 

Carbo Welding Syndicate, Ltd. 

Coal Carbonising Patent Syndicate, Lid. 

Electra Rubber and Vulcanite Syndicate, Ltd. 

Oil Fuel Gas Generator, Ltd. 

Ostro Light Co., Ltd. 

Shipston Electrical Co., Ltd. 


Barbados Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—For the year 
ended June 30th, 1919, the trading profit was £3,600, as 
against £3,197 for the previous year. £1,303 has been 
«charged against trading for repairs and renewals, as against 
£434, the increase being due chiefly to the cost of renewals 
to Diesel engines necessitated by a breakdown which occurred 
subsequent to the issue of the last report 

Consumers con- 

nected June Soth. 
1918 1,511 22,208 
1919 1.616 28,034 


In view of the breakdown and of the difficulty of obtaining 
matenals of all kinds, the progress is considered satisfactory. 
Capital expended during the year £1,854, chiefly upon further 
house connections and mains additions. А 225-Kw. set is 
being installed to meet the growing demand and to provide 
suticient spare plant to admit of the systematic overhaul. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Application has been made to 
the committee to allow the following to be officially quoted :— 

British. Electric Transformer Co., Ltd.—02,500 6 per cent. 
cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully-paid (Nos. 
200.001 to 262,500). 

Aluminium Corporation, Ltd.—£206,323 ordinary stock, and 
£219,512 preference stock. 


The Rumanian Lahmeyer Co.—The annual report for 
1918 of the Electrica Societate Romana Jost Lahmeyer, of 
Bucharest, states that the company was placed under Ru- 
manian compulsory administration in December of that year. 
The net profits earned amounted to 937,000 lei in 1917, and 
437,000 lei in 1918, dividends at the rate of 4 and 6 per cent. 
respectively having been declared. It is stated, however, that 
the dividends have not been paid, nor has the coupon due on 
July Ist, 1919, on the bonds, which were issued in Swiss 
francs, been met, the rate of exchange being unfavourable 
to the company. 


25 c.r. equiv. con- 
nected June 80th. 


Crompton & Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend at the rate of 
7 per cent. per annum on the preference shares for the half- 
year ended Septeinber 30th, 1919. 


Burmah Electric Tramways & Lighting Co., Ltd.—Divi- 
dend of 10 per cent., less tax, on the preference shares for the 
period ended July 31st, 1919; £8,000 1s placed to depreciation 
reserve, making it £35,894; £750 to depreciation of invest- 
ments, and £492 is carried forward.—Financial Times. 


International Light & Power Co.—Dividend of 14 per 
cent., less British tax, on preference for quarter ended De- 
cember 3lst. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


New Year’s Eve, 1919. 
HARKING back for a couple of years, it may be recalled that 
at the end of 1917 the interim report of the Coal Conservation 
Sub-committee on the supply of electric power in Great 
Britain was presented to the nation. That report contained 
drastic suggestions which had for their object the conservation 


of coal by amalgamation of authorities. The sub-committee 
estimated to save a million pounds cash and 55 million tons 
of coal. The scheme was regarded at that time in the Stock 
Exchange as being of too wide and sweeping a nature for it 
to become practical politics, excepting, perhaps, after the lapse 
of many years. Some of its suggestions found their way into 
the Government's Electricity Supply Bill, 1919, and, as it 1s 
scarcely necessary to recall, this Bill the House of Lords has 
recently put its foot upon and trodden out of shape, so far 
as the objectionable features were concerned. Objectionable, 
that is to say, from the point of view of holders of shares in 
electricity supply companies. Throughout the whole of the 
year now ending, this Bill has laid a weight upon electricity 
investment of every kind. It has seemed to be the fate of 
the industry to be dogged for the past two decades by uncer- 
tainties. Now, however, the skv. altbough far from clear, 
is rendered the less obscure bv the House of Lords' action, 
which, however, has failed to do much in the way of reviving 
the drooping spirits and the drooping prices that have pre- 
vailed amongst the shares in this section throughout the past 
twelve months. In presenting the usual tables, we give the 
closing quotations which prevailed at the end of 1918 
and 1919. It inay be devoutly hoped that when we come to 
give a column to the quotations for Leap Year, proprietors 
will derive more refreshment from the review than they are 
able to draw from the present prices. 

The Home Railway market is another which has been 
dogged by troubles throughout the period. Nationalisation, 
when first predicted by Mr. Winston Churchill, was hailed as 
a lever for raising prices, but it very soon became apparent 
that from the point of view of the investor, there was nothing 
to it, as the soldiers say. and prices again started on the 
slippery slope which has taken them down lower than ever. 
Within the past few weeks something of n rally occurred on 
the expectation of the railway business being substantially 
benefited bv the rise in freights that is to come into operation 
a fortnight hence, so that the final quotations for the vear 
are well above the lowest. Even so. however, there 18 left a 
string of falls, though here again the prospect in respect of 
1920 is a little more cheerful. 

The steady upward march of cable securities continued 
through the greater part of the past twelve months. With taxa- 
tion likely to press yet more heavily in the spring. investors, 
looking ahead, again favoured securities upon which dividends 
are paid free of tax. and for this reason such issues as Eastern 
Extensions, Globe Ordinary, Western Ordinary, and Eastern 


"Telegraph stocks with several others, are decidedly better. 


Great Northerns are amongst the few to show a material fall 
on the year, an illustration of the way in which stocks with 
an inter-bourse market have been affected by the dislocation 
of the French rate of exchange. Marconis are better than 
they appear, inasmuch as the present quotation is ex the value 
of the rights recently deducted. Various Anclo-American 
stocks and bonds in companies domiciled in the United States 
and Canada have improved, this also being due to the rate-of- 
exchange factor. which has worked to the advancement of 
such prices as tbose into which the value of the dollar entera 
as an element. Mexicans have gone back again sharply after 
the big rises which occurred in 1918. To take Mexico Tram- 
ways First Mortgage Bonds as an example, the price last 
vear gained 394 points, whereas this year it has gone back 
24%. А good deal of attention has been paid to British Colum- 
bia Electric Railway stocks, and the prices. after acute falls, 
recovered rapidlv on the much more hopeful outlook which 
now opens up for the company. Anglo-Argentine tramwav 


stocks are somewhat reactionarv, in spite of the expectation 


that it may not be long before the company is able to pay off 
arrears of interest on the first preference shares. 

The changes amongst manufacturing shares are somewhat 
niixed, but, on the whole. this market has been helped not a 
little by the idea that if the Government's Electricity Supplv 
Bil went through, it would benefit the undertakings to a 
considerable extent, and notwithstanding the House of Lords 
attitude, the improvements secured by manufacturing issues 
have been well held. The loss of the Anti-Dumping Bill in 
the House of Commons caused some little speculation as to 
how far this mav be likely to affect companies that were 
most likelv to be helped by a policy of active protection. The 
lists of prices make an interesting study :— 


Home ErEcTRicITY COMPANIES. 


Dec. Dec. Rise Dec. Dec. Rire 

Stocks or Birt, Blst, or Slat, 81st, or 

Shares. 1918. 1919. fall. 1918. 1919. fall. 

Brompton e % Бї — 12 London 14 ij — 3 
Charing Cross .. 84 28 — 1 Metropolitan 3 8 — 

Chelsea .. . 4 8 — 1 St. James’ — 73 6 — là 
City of London. 18 12 — 1 South London .. 8 21 — 
County of London 113 91 — 1] Westminster "71 53 — 


Kensington .. 51 41 — 13 


TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 


Ang.-Am. Pref. .. 99 99 — 81 Indo-European .. 658A e —10 

Cuba Submarine 104 1 — Marconi .. .. 43 4 +ü 

E. Extension 1 1 + 1 United R. Plate.. ЦА 75 — 1i 

E. Telegraph  .. 1574 1683 +1) W. India 4 Pan. 14 la — 4 
Globe Tel.Ord. .. 14$ 1 t lá western Teleg... 164 174 +4 

Great Northern.. 38 ‹ — YA 

Howe Ra. g. 

Cen. Lon. Aspen. 584 ары: 7 Under. Ord. ee 4 — 7 
Metropolitan inn 951 — 6 do. ap 65 ож 
Met. District .. 26 21 — 5 до. Income 921 81 — 54 
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FoREIGN Trams., &c. 


Б ME 
| Dec. Dec. Rise Dec. Dec. Rise 
озо Btocksor zlst, lst, or. Stocks or 3lst, Blest, ог 
„Shares. Mle. 1919. fall. Shares. 1918. 1919. fall. 
A. Arg. Tr. lst Pri. d, 33 — ү, Mex. Trams. Ist 67 424 — 243 
Brazil Traction. 57 60, + 94 Mex. Light Com. 38 17 —21 
do. Pref. 49 25 — 24 


B. Col. Elec. Prf. 674 614 — 6 
50 54] + 4À do. lst.. 


do. Preferred.. 
MANUFACTURING, 
Babcock & Wilcox 912 3,4 — 4 Elec. Construct... 14 Eje sum 
Brit. Aluminium 113 ц — 4 Gen. Electric .. 174 2 215 
B. West. Pref. .. 21 21 + Henleys .. . i 24 — 
Callenders ES 19 — 24 India-Rubber .. 17 18 +1} 
Castner-Kellner.. 3 85 + A Telegraph Con... 48 : i +5” 


* Оп undivided shares. 


One of the features of the past few weeks has been an 
enormous outpouring of new issues. The electrical industry 
has taken its part, though a.comparatively small one, in the 
demand for money. The general effect has been to reduce, 
a little, the quotations of the existing securities, and for 
obvious reasons. Newcomers must oller terms more tempting 
than those available from present stocks, and the diversion 
of public money into the former means that there is so much 
the less left for investment in the latter. The public have 
taken willingly, not to say greedily, the greater part of the 
new issues which have been so liberally presented, and that 
there is still plenty of money available for employment in 
stocks and shares is evident from the way in which company 
promoters are actively employed in the preparation of new 
prospectuses to be issued early in the New Year. The first 
year of peace has proved in some respects disappointing to 
those who looked for immediate resumption of normality, but 
the conviction that the anticipation of its fulfilment is only 
postponed for a while, lends sincerity to the hope that this 
may prove to all who are interested in electrical matters а 


Prosperous New Year. 
. ." SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES, 


Homs ELzorriciry COMPANIES. 
Dividend Price 


nos — . Dec. 30, Yield 
| EN 1917. 1918. 1919. Rise or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ordinary.. .. 10 8 5 ++ £6 16 9 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. T 4 | 5 111 
d^. do. do ‘Pref... 4 43 8 + { 8 8 8 
Chelsas. “se жә D 8 В — 600 
City o! London де. wc ae «8 8 12 + і 6 13 4 
o. do. 6percent. Pref... 6 6 v $ 6 80 
County of Londen .. E as R 7 — 711 4 
do do 6 percent. Pref. 6 6 — 6 9 9 
Kensington Ordinary ks we 7 £6 — 6 6 4 
London E'ectric  .. е .. Ni Nil Н. + і 
do. до. 6percent.Pref... 5 6 + 8 17 10 
Metropolitan. . — ue A 5 8 — 8 6 8 
- . do. | por cent. Pref. a t 8 = 710 0 
Bt. James’ and Pall Mall .. 9 10 8 = 868 
South London T 5 6 944 — 7 8 6 
South Metropolitan Pref... 7 1 1 — 700 
Westminster Ordipary 9 8 56 — 712 6 
| | TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am, Tel. Pref. . 6 6 E 612 8 
do. Def. là 888 +$ 710 0 
Chile Telephone 8 8 — 6 81 
Cuba 8ub.Crd. — .. 7 1 1 — *8 18 4 
Eastern Extension :. 8 8 1 TE *4 1s 7 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. 8 8 1 = е4 15 0 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. .. 7 8 1 — *419 3 
do," do. Pref. .. .. 6 6 — 616 
Great Northern Tel. .. 98] À 38 2: ~ 9712 
Indo-European  ... 18 18 — 818 4 
Marconi - T Ж 90 — 95 4 t 6 1 4 
Ortental Telephone Ord. .. 15 10 2 — 414 1 
United R. Plate Tel. 8 8 11 = 8 50 
West India and Panama .. 18 1/8 1 — Nil 
Western Telegraph.. 8 8 17} z= *4 12 9 
| | Home Rais. 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 251 — 6 16 9 
Metropolitan > is 1 1 25 +14 4 18 0 
do. District wa .. Nil Nil +1 Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 2h + Nil 
| do. do. "A" .. Nil Nil 6/5 +64. Nil 
* do. ‘do. Income .. 4 b +5 ‘516 0 
e f c Forzioxn Trams, &c. 
Adelaide Sup. 6 per cent. Pref. .. 6 з, = 7 14 10 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. tà Nil шг D 
do. do. 2nd Pref. .. — — 34 +3 2 
do. do. 65 Deb. : 5 5 614 — 8 28 
Brazil Tractioas — .. x — — 604 =з] M 
Bombsy Electric Pref. — .. m 6 6 1 = 490 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. — 5 5 61 +2 8 2 8 
do, do. Preferrred Nil 24 51 +5 1119 
do. do. Deferred Nil Nil 52 +1 Nil 
do. do. Deb. ET 4 4 61 er 619 4 
Mexico Trams б percent. Bonds.. N Nil 424 — Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. M S 173 —1 Nil 
exican Light Common .. ee 1 —7 Nil 
= а ini Pref. ... Ni Nil 25 — : Nil 
do. 1st Bonds .. .. Ni Nil 524 —2 E 
| ; MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. ..  .. 15 15 315 +h "n2 
British Aluminium Orl. 10 10 1: — 5 14 3 
British Insulated Ога. .. .. D 1} 2 = 6 5 0 
Callenders $4 T x 25 25 81 = 711 6 
: эрге... 2... 5 63 43 — 6 11 6 
Castner Kellner = .. 25 20 Зуха — 315 7 
Crompton Ord. vu s Em 1 10 21/6 —6d 960 
Edison-Swan, А" : . — 10 l3 — ws 8 8 0 
do. do. брег cent. Deb. .. 4 5 81 — 6 2 9 
Eleotrio Construction — .. .. 18 10 14 ~- ; 9 8 2 
Gen. Elec. Pref. 155 e 8 04 19:6 —5 612 6 
do. Ой .. .. .. 10 10 40/- ВЕ 5 0 0 
Henley - .. ats .. 25 2 i -- 5 11 1 
do. 44 Pref. А oe ae oe 44 43 — 6 4 2 
{ndia-Rubber.. t 5% sie 10 10 18 — i 5 9 7 
Met.-Vickers Pref. .. ee TEL 2i) — 6 14 0 
Siemens Ord.. <<, ве PES oe — 10 77 + 1/. 27 a 2 
6 


Telegraph Coen. 20 2 264 +4 *4 10 
5 * Dividends paid free of Income Tax, 


T0 32 N73 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


It should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances, 


Tuesday, December 30th. 


CHEMICALS, a. , fost — Fortmight's 
а Acid, Oxalio .. T oe ee per lb. 1 os 
a 1 ae AA ee рег ton т T 
а monia, Muriate (large crystal) " ee 
а Bisulphide of Carbon ee ee [T] e ee 
а Borax .. oe ee ев oe IT] 489 ee 
@ Copper Sul: hate ee ee ее T] 441 ° 
a Potash, Chlorate .. sa ee per lb. 1A Vs 
а 7 P ee ee " 1/8 ee 
M л E E 
& р 0 ee ee per ton 5 ee 
а Sulphar, Sublimed Flowers ee LT] 228 ee 
а $ Lump eo TI ee " £45 ee 
а Boda, сазе әгә sé 26 per ib. 6d. 3% 
@ П 8 ee ee ec per ton 170- ee 
а ош Bien cunis. casks .. per lb. es E 
METALS, &c. 
g Babbitt’s Metal Ingots .. os per ton £88 to £292 es 
c brass \гоцоа mesa ж 00 19" basis) yer ір. 1/13 id. inc. 
c " bes (solid drawn) ее [T] 1/ti os 
e " Wire, basis ee oe ee oe цз 
с Copper Tubes (solid drawn) .. " 1/8 wa 
„ Bars (best selected) рег ton £15 £f me. 
g [T] L] ee eo ee L 8157 £6 inc. 
g T Rod ee ee ee ee T] 4157 En inc. 
d T (Bleotrolytic) Bars ee " 125 £11 inc. 
d [T] [T | Sheets ee " 8156 ee 
JJ. 
71 . e т iD, Inc. 
f Bbonite Roa „ш „ Per 8 * 
f ” Sheet ее ee ee T] 2/6 ee 
m German Silver Wire s " 9/6 x 
А Gutta-percha, fine .. oo ee " 10/- to ц. "T 
А India-rubber, Para fine es oe " 2/63 ee 
і Iron (Cleveland warrants) .. per ton Nom, - 
L 8 W [] Vv. No. 8, P.O. qual, 9 42414 £22 inc. 
. г Pig өө oo eo or 22 10 46 inc. 
eroury ee eo ° r е £21 £1 dec. 
e Mica (in original ) small .. per ib. 64. vo 4,6 26 
€ „ " м medium " 5/- %0 10% 4 
€ u " I large .. " 19/6 ^ 25-/ & ар, "m 
g Phosphor Bronze, plein castings i 1/64 to 1/10 Id. told. inc. 
8 -n » rolled bars & rods à 4/4 to 9/6 M 
8 ‘a „ TOolled strip & sheet - 2/0 to 4/3 ET 
d Bilicrum Bronse wire .. ee рег ib. 17107 144. inc. 
0 us eo per ton a a 
g lock ee eo 40 е 
a Wire. Nos. 1 to 18 5% per Ib. E 405 iuc 


White Anti-friction Metals .. рег ton £60 ic 2:298 


a G. Boor & Oo. 

е Thos. Bolton & Bons, Led. 

d Frederiok Smith & Qo. 

e E . W ins & Bons. ` 

f India-Rubber, Gutte-Peroba 
Telegraph Works Oo., Lid. 


The Proper Position of an Engineer in Industrial and 
Political Circles. — In a paper read by Mr. Е. C. de Segundo 
before the Woolwich Branch of the Society of Technical 
Engneers, on December 12th last, the lecturer said: 
Before considering the question of an engineer's posi- 
tion in industrial and political circles, it is necessary to define 
the term engineer.“ There are many who usurp the title 
and 1t 1s, therefore, a difticult matter to distinguish between 
the false und the true. One American definition is that an en- 
Kineer is a man who can do for one dollar what any fool 
can do for two." At the first glance, an engineer would 
appear to be а man who works at a disadvantage to himself. 
In spite of this the description is an apt one, unplying the 
possession of the ability to execute a task at the lowest 
expense in a minimum of time, and yet with the greatest 
cfliciency. ‚Ап engineer, then, must necessarily have energy, 
skill, and initiative. lhese attributes must have been de- 
veloped by special education—he must therefore be a trained 
man. In addition to these mental and manual qualifications, 
however, an engineer must be a man of honesty and integrity, 
able to distinguish between questionable and true methods. 
Much of the present-day labour unrest is engendered by the 
lack of these virtues in both employers and employés—classes 
to either of which an engineer may belong. The former, in 
many cases, consider it their sole duty to get as much as 
possible out of their employés while paying them as little 
as they possibly can. On the other hand, employés often 
make it their ambition to obtain the highest possible rates, 
and at the same time to do a minimum of work. This is 
nothing short of civil war. und its effect upon the nation 1s 
disastrous, breeding mutual mistrust, discontent, and retarded 
production. The position of an engineer will depend entirely 
upon his qualifications, although, of course, there are bound 
to be a few exceptions. Nevertheless positions obtained by 
means of influence or favour cannot fail to work harm to 
the community if the occupants are not qualified to fill thew. 
The position of a true engineer, therefore, is that of a leader 
carving out new paths of progress for the advancement of 
civilisation, bringing to bear the brains, the will, and the 
means of turning them to account. 


a a 
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THE HIGH-FREQUENCY RESISTANCE OF WIRES AND COILS. 


By Prof. G. W. O. HOWE, D. Sc., M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of paper read before the WIRELESS SECTION OF THE INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


THE last five years have seen a remarkable development of the 
application of high-frequency currents to telegraphy and tele- 
phony. In almost every such application coils through which 
high-frequency currents flow form an essential part of the 
apparatus, In some cases they ccntain an ounce or less of the 
finest wire, in others many hundredweights of massive copper strip 
ortabing. In all cases, however, it is a matter of importance to 
be able to calculate or, at least, to predict the losses occurring in 
these coils when carrying high-frequency currents, Without this 
knowledge it is impossible for the designer to utilise his material 
and space to the best advantage. 

In this paper an explanation is given of the principles involved, 
and it is shown how these principles can be applied to the calcula- 
tion of the resistance of wirea and coils. A method of measuring 
the resistance is described and the results obtained are compared 
with the caleulated values. The use of multiply insulated 
stranded wire is discussed. The paper is to be regarded as an 
opening contribution to a discussion on the subject. 

Ntraight Conductors.—In a previous paper the author has shown 
how the well-known telephone transmission formule may be used 
to calculate the skin effect in many cases. It is there shown that 
in a solid round copper wire carrying a current of such a high 
frequency that the penetration is small, the ratio of the high- 
frequency resistance в, to the steady current resistance R, is given 


by the formula— 
RR. = 0'038 d V f + 0°26 


where d is the diameter of the wire, and / the frequency. 

For values of d f leas than 32, or values of Ry/R, less than 1'5, 
the penetration into the wire is so great that the assumptions 
made in establishing the formula are no longer tenable. Even in 
this case, however, the problem can be solved by applying the 
graphical method so frequently employed in studying telephonic 
transmission problems. The line is divided into a number of 
sections by assuming its leakage and capacity to be concentrated at 
a number of equidistant points. The current and potential 

ifference at the receiving end are assumed and those at any point 
of the line determined by constructing a vector diagram section 
by section, commencing at the receiving end and gradually 
working back along the line. This method was applied to the 
determination of skin effect in the paper already referred to. 

The vector diagram is instructive in showing how the magnitude 
and phase of the current vary with increasing depth. This is 
shown in fig. 1 ford / f = 79. It is seen that at the moment of 


maximum current the central portion of the wire is carrying - 


current in the reverse direction. 


Fia. 1. FIG. 2. 


Fic. 1—Curves SHowiNG MAXIMUM VALUE (DOTTED) AND 
VALUE AT MOMENT OF MAXIMUM TOTAL CURRENT (FULL LINE). 


When it is deaired to keep the inductance of a circuit as low as 
possible, parallel strips placed close together are frequently 
employed. The current is concentrated towards the inner faces. 
If the frequency is so high that the current density at the back of 
the strips is practically zero, this is the simplest of all skin-effect 
calculations, The resistance and losses are the same as if the total 
Current were distributed uniformly over a layer of depth ¢ where — 

t= m 4 10° pif n. 

For copper the permeability д = 1, and the specific resistance 
?* 1% x 1075 ohm per om. cube, at a frequency of a million, 
‘= 0060 mm. If the frequency and the thickness of the stripe 
Are such that the current penetrates appreciably throughcut the 
Whole cross-section — 


RAR = 8 //, where В = 2т / риу" р, т = the thickness of the 
rip, and y = (cosh 2 8 7. — cos 2 B r)/(sinh 287 + ain 2 8 7). 
For small values of 2 87, that is, for low frequencies or very 
thin stripe, this reduces to — 
RR. = 1 + 2/3(2 В 7/5 
Which for copper may be written 
в {в = 1+ 47˙5 (ту /) 10. 


The value of R/R, for any value of 8 т can be read directly off 
the curve in fig. 2. 

When the frequency is such that the current is confined to the 
outer skin of a round conductor, material can be saved by using a 
tube. Ifthe thickness of the wall is such that the current density 
at the inner surface is negligible, the resistance will be the same 
as if the conductor were solid; if, however, the wall is so thin 
that the current density is appreciable throughout, the above 
formula for the strips can be applied. 7 is then the radial thick- 
ness of the wall, which should not exceed one-third of the radius. . 

Single-layer Cylindrical Coils.— In the previous paper the 
author has shown that the resistance of a long coil closely wound 
with a single layer of square or rectangular wire is given accurately 


8 ру the same formula as that already found for the parallel strips, 


Ү12, :— 
Re = Е, p rly : 


where т is the radial thickness of the wire. The values of RR, 
are plotted in fig. 2 against values of 8 7. : 

If the wire has a square section of side т cm. and if s ів the 
number of turns per cm.,s7 is the fraction of the axial length 
occupied by the conductor, the remainder being occupied by 
insulation or air space. The penetration would be the same if the 
turns were close together, but the permeability of the material 
reduced from 1 to в т. Assuming the conductor to have unit 
permeability, 8 would be reduced to— 


2+ VS т 10 р. 


It will be seen from fig. 2 that the values of the ratio R./B, are 
practically independent of B for values of the latter up to 0'6, 
but directly proportional to В т if it exceeds 2'5. Hence, when. 
the frequency is so low that the skin effect is only alight, the 
pitch ot the turns has little effect, but at very high frequencies 
where the skin effect is very pronounced, the ratio в/к, is pro- 
portional to /(s т). This is only strictly true when s т differs 
but little from unity. 

For many purposes it is convenient to consider the ratio of the 
high-frequency resistance R, of the coil to the high-frequency 
resistance Ry of the same wire when straight. 

A round wire equal in diameter to the side of a square wire has 
4%½ times its resistance both at very low and at very high 
frequencies. It may be assumed, therefore, as an approximation, 
that this ratio is constant at all frequencies. The inscribed-circle 
method gives results in good agreement with observations; the 
biggest difference between the calculated and observed resulta ia 
about 4 per cent. for values of ry f ranging from 0 to 42. . 

The values of R/ and R-/Ry have been calculated for a solenoid 
of square wire with зт = 1°0, 0°8, 0°5, and 0'25 respectively. 


TABLE I (Abridged). 
Calculated Values of Rd E, for Coils Wound with Square Wire. 


А | ат == , Зт = 0's, S T а ()'б, 
TA. RAR. | R/ R/ Re / R/. B. / R/. 
2 1 | 1 1 1 
4 1 1°012 1˙006 1 
6 100! 1°06 1:039 1:016 
8 1'003 1'175 17115 1˙035 
10 1007 | 138 128 11 
12 1'015 ` 1:667 1°47 1'2 
14 1:027 2:006 1735 1:335 
16 1045 2˙3 2°01 l'5 
18 1071 2˙54 2˙24 1°69 
20 1.114 2˙745 2˙44 1'855 
24 1:200 3:033 2°72 2°125 
30 1°399 3°26 2°92 2°31 
40 1774 3°43 3°06 20743 
60 27569 3:56 3'18 20752 
120 4'888 | 3°74 3°34 20764 
200 7˙98 3°81 3°41 2069 


| | | 


The results are given in Table I (abridged). It has been 
assumed that the coils are long and that the diameter is large com- 
pared with the pitch. | 

If the author's formula for square wires is assumed to hold. 
approximately for round wires of equal cross-section, we have 


вон, = 1 + 23 X 10 (d y f} (s d 


in exact agreement with Wien and Sommerfeld. This formula is 
only applicable to low frequencies (d / f less than 10). 

None of these formula take into account the effect of the 
diameter of the coil, which may be an important factor for small 
values of sd ; the formule assume the coils to be very long in 
comparison with their diameters, and they would obviously be 
very inaccurate if applied to narrow coils of large diameter. 
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A number of measurements of the high-frequency resistance of 
coils have been made at the Imperial College of Science ‚апа 
Technology during the last three or four years by the author and 
by several research students, especially Mr. Smith-Rose, B. Sc., and 
Mr. W. Greenwood, B.Sc. 

In the case of a coil of 92 turns of 0'264 om. wire, the total 
length of the coil being 26:9 cm. and its external diameter 2°86 cm., 
the caloulated values for the equivalent square wire are about 
11 per cent. greater than the measured values of в./в.. Another 
coil consisted of 62 turns of wire 0'163 om. diameter with a total 
length of 20'4 om. and a pitch of 0:33 cm. The calculated values 
of Re/B, are 26 per cent. higher than the measured values. 

Exigenoies of space sometimes compel the designer of radio 
apparatus to employ coils with more than a single layer of wire. 
The inductance increases as the square of the number of turns in 
a given length, whereas the resistance to steady currents is directly 
proportional to the turns. At high frequencies, however, the 
resistance may be greatly increased by the addition of a second or 
third layer. 

If the size of wire and the frequency are such that the skin 
effect is very pronounced, the effective resistance increases much 
more rapidly than the inductance as the number of layers is 
increased. When, however, the penetration into the wires is con- 


siderable, the calculation of the effective resistance is much more 
complicated, 


TABLE II.—VALUES OF R/ Ro. 


— 


— —— ———— ==. 


| First Second Two-layer Third Three: layer 
В T; layer. layer. | coil. layer. | coil, 
0˙⁵ 1'000 ` 1'05 102 113 1°06 
1'0 1086 173 1°41 3:01 1'94 
1°6 1°376 4°17 | 2°77 9°76 5°10 
2˙0 1°897 8°36 5'13 21°25 10°50 
25 | 2475 1210 | 7°59 3316 1611 
3˙0 2°988 16°08 | 9'53 42°12 20°40 


Table II gives the values of R./ B, for coils with various numbers 
of layers. These values refer to long coils closely wound with 
square or rectangular wire, and corrections must be applied for the 
spaces between adjacent turns, and for,the coil not being very long 
compared with its diameter. The resulta are not affected, how- 
ever, by the space between adjacent layers. With round wire an 
approximate result can be obtained by assuming it to be replaced 
by square wire of equal sectional area. 

It is & common practice to make wires intended for high- 
frequency currents of a large number of small wires, each separately 
insulated, and the whole so stranded that every individual wire 
occupies in turn the same relative position in the composite 
wire. In this way the current is forced to distribute itself 
uniformly between the individual wires. It must not be 
assumed, however, that because these wires are of so small 
a diameter that when used alone they exhibit but little skin 
effect, the composite wire will, therefore, have the same resist- 
anoe to high-frequency currents as to direct currente. The author 
discussed this subject in detail in & paper read before the Royal 
Society in 1917. The ratios B./R, and в/в, are in many cases во 
great, that better reaults would be obtained by using a solid wire 
even of the same copper section. The solid wire can, however, 
have & much larger cross-section of copper and still occupy the 
same space in & coil. Not only is the solid wire much cheaper, 
but the making of end connections aud tappings does not introduce 
the difficulties met with in dealing with stranded conductors. In 
many cases in which the stranded wire has a theoretical advantage, 
this is so small as to make it doubtful whether the use of stranded 
wire, with its attendant disadvantages, is justified. The cause of 
the high effective resistance of the stranded wire is the eddy- 
current loss in the individual wires, due to the magnetic field 
produced by all the other wires. 

Another interesting fact which was shown in the paper referred 
to was that the minimum high-frequency resistance was not 
obtained by putting as many individual wires as possible into the 
available space, but that there is an optimum space-factor beyond 
which the addition of more wires increases the resistance. 


TABLE III.—CoRRECTION Factors FOR SHORT COILS. 


| в'/в, 


l[p. A (BJB) 
0˙25 0'61 078 
0'5 0°70 0'84 
1'0 0:82 0˙91 
2˙0 0°92 | G*36 
4°0 0°97 | 0˙985 


The calculated formula for the high-frequency resistance of 
coils are all based on the assumption that the coils are very long in 
comparison with the diameter, In a snort coil the density of the 
magnetic flux at the inner side of the wire is less than in a long 
coil with the same number of ampere-turns per centimetre. The 
value of в,/в, for a short coil can be read off the curve for a closely- 
wound infinitely long coil if instead of #7 one takes the value 


Вт J(sr)4 (B']B) 


where в is the flux density in a long solenoid and B' that in the 
short coil, the values being determined at the inner side of the 
wire. The author has calculated the ratio B / n for various values 
of //D and the results are shown in Table III. 


THE INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS. 


WESTERN CENTRE. 


AT Bristol, on December 1st, Mr. W. A. Chamen addressed 
the Western Centre on the financial side of electricity 
supply. He said: All engineers must be profoundly sorry 
that considerations of finance have to enter into any of the 
wonderful echemes, not to mention castles in the air, which 
emanate from the deep recesses of their minds from time 
to time. And yet, without the necessity for considering the 
financial side of any scheme, our usefulness would be largely, 
if not entirely, gone, and the need for our services would 
probably almost entirely disappear. For it is economy in 
the expenditure of money, both in the first cost of the 
schemes which are propounded and in the maintenance of 
them, which governs the whole matter. What is the use of 
them all, unless they serve some purpose of economy? People 
sometimes talk about private" money and public money 
and Government " money, but, after all, there is nowhere for 
the money to come from except, in soie way or other, froin 
individuals. If the Government finds money it Issues a loan 
on the security of its power to tax the people, i.e., the indi- 
vidual. The money itself comes from the public in one way 
or another; in the first instance from the pockets of indi- 
vidnals. And so it must surely follow that in seeking money 
for the carrying out of any scheme, the scheme must be 
propounded and explained in such a way as to tempt the. 
individual to put his money into it. This root fact 1s exactly 
the same, no matter by whom an undertaking is run. In all 
these alternatives, the money comes from the same source, 
and the individual is really responsible for deciding as to 
what enterprise he will place his money in. Now there is 
a difference between Government or municipal concerns and 
company concerns. In the case of a Government or inunici- 
pality, money is borrowed from individuals. It is secured 
by being made a charge upon the taxes of the country or 
the rates of the municipality or other local authority as the 
case may be. If the concern does not prove a financial 
success. the deficit 1s made up by increasing the taxation or 
the rating, as the case may be, of the people, that is, of the 
Individual. For this reason, the rate of interest on money 
lent to a Government or municipality is low. There is no 
risk directly attaching to the loan of money by the individual. 
But with a company the case is different; the element of 
enterprise enters in. The individual lends his money in the 
hope of receiving a dividend. He has no security like the 
investor in Government or municipal stocks, but is willing 
to risk his money in the hope of getting a higher rate of 
interest. It is not difficult to see, therefore, that unless 
there is a possibility of a sharcholder iu a company getting 
u larger rate of interest than he ean do from Government or 
municipal investment, not a penny ресе will be invested in 
companies. Possibly this fact is seized upon sometimes to 
argue that all schemes ought to be carried. out by means of 
loans issued by Government or municipalities, so as to borrow 
money at а low rate of interest. and prevent the temptation 
to what, in these days, may be called profiteering, by taking 
higher rates of interest when they can be got, and thus raising 
the price of electricity above what it need be. This line 
of argument, however, loses Sight of some facts which have 
a most important bearing on the question. One of these is 
that the Government or municipality has to repay the loan 
and, consequently, the price charged for electricity must be 
sufficient to cover annual payments into a sinking fund, of 
such an amount as shall accumulate the total amount of capital 
to be repaid by the time the term of vears for which the 
loan was granted has expired; while, on the other hand, 
there is no obligation on a company to put by a sinking 
fund for repayment of capital subscribed for ordinary shares, 
or even for preference shares. Again, there is no obligation 
on the part of a company to increase the price of electricity 
to such a figure as will ensure pavinent of a certain dividend 
on the shares of the company if for a period the development 
of the undertaking does not allow of a dividend being earned 
When reasonable prices are charged for the energy supplied. 
The shareholder knows this full well, and often makes his 
investinent. knowing that for soine vears he will get no divi- 
dend, but he believes that he will get a dividend in the end 
as will recoup him for the lean vears. This fact stimulates 
the rate of development by company enterprise, because good 
dividends can only be earned when the concern reaches a 
stage of considerable development and, assuming that prices 
realisable for the sale of electricity are sufficient to provide 
а reasonable margin when the concern is more or less fullv 
developed, the capitalist is willing to risk money, although 
for the time being no dividend can be paid. It not infre- 
quently happens that all the capital subscribed for ordinary 
shares is spent before a stage of development is reached sufti- 
cient to pay any dividend. If this continues, people do not 
care to continue subscribing money, but are willing to do 
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80 upon an issue of preference shares. Beyond this, it is 
sometimes necessary for the concern to borrow money speci- 
ally at fixed rates of interest, on debentures or debenture 
stock, the interest on which must be paid year by year; other- 
wise the holders may appoint a receiver. There is, therefore, 
a considerable risk in proceeding by means of company enter- 
prise, which obviously must be compensated for by the pro- 
spect of reasonably good dividends. There are, however, no 
electricity undertakings run by companies which are free to 
make whatever profit they may like. All of them ale limited 
in some way or another, and the public is always protected 
by a limitation of price in the Act or Provisional Order under 
Which the concern is worked; во that there is but small 
chance of profiteering at the public expense in the electricity 
supply industry. It may be that there are advantages in 
воше ways in the Govérnment or municipal method of pro- 
cedure, but on the whole, the advantage, even from the public 
point of view, lies with a properly guarded and properly 
managed company undertaking. If such a limitation were im- 
posed upon the rate of dividend or interest which & company 
might pay, as to reduce it to the level of a Government or 
municipal loan, no money would be found for any company 
enterprise, and it is difficult to see how it could be found 
for Government or municipal enterprise either, for a very 
large number of individuals are not satisfied to lend their 
шопеу at very low rates of interest, in spite of the absolute 
security of rates and taxes, and there would come a time 
when, in order to get money, the rate of interest would 
have to go up. It is surely wiser to allow reasonable and 
proper freedom for the earning of interest on capital em- 


ploved in public utility undertakings, and so encourage 
the finding of capital, than it is to hamper it by 
limitations which take away all the spirit of enter- 


prise and hamper energetic development. It is remark- 
able that the Electricity Bill does nothing to en- 
courage the idea that Government will readily find money 
for the development of electricity supply, though it provides 
for that being done more or less as & last resort. Elaborate 
provisions are set out for the financing of District Boards, if 
such boards are formed, but they all seem to do away with 
the element of enterprise, and take the form of powers, 
granted to the District Boards and to the Electricity Coin- 
missioners, to borrow money by the issue of stock bearing 
interest at some fixed rate, and redeemable at such time as 
the Electricity Commissioners may decide. It would seem 
very doubtful if individuals will be willing to invest their 
money in this way unless the rate of interest 18 considerably 
higher than it has been on municipal or Government loans 
hitherto. And this interest as well as the repayment of the 
loan must all come out of the consumer, i.e., the price charged 
for electricity must be sufficient to cover all these charges. 
The prospect of getting a cheap supply of electricity under 
a District Board does not seem very promising, but the Bill 
as amended and now passed by the House of Commons does 
not make the formation of District Boards compulsory. 
Under clause 5 (2) associations or bodies within the district 
are given an opportunity to submit schemes for improving 
the existing organisation, if it needs improvement, in the 
views of the commissioners. It may not be easy to suggest, 
in detail, how this can be done, but the first thing to do is 
to create the desire for such a scheme, and, having done that 
it is wouderful how difficulties seem to dissolve. The desire 
must be unanimous; it may be that some degree of self 
sacrifice will be required, but do not let us allow what may 
be an entirely imaginary bugbear to hinder us from putting 
our heads together with the real desire to improve the whole 
existing organisation of electricity supply. The problem 
might possibly be dealt with by the giving and taking of bulk 
supplies between the parties, but that would probably entail 
keeping up certain walls of separation between them. and 
it would probably be far better to amalgamate the different 
concerns. "This involves the difficult question of finding & way 
to unite the different orders of capital, municipal and com- 
pany. "There cannot, however, be any insuperable difficulty 
sbout this matter. and it must be remembered that the 
alternative is the District Board with its purchase of all power 
stations and its practically unavoidable waste of money both 
in first cost and in maintenance. If taken advantage of in 
this way the Electricity (Supply) Bill opens up an avenue of 
progress such as has not been possible before, but if we allow 
the formation of District Boards, as alternativelv provided 
for. we sball be taking a retrograde step, and causing at 
once a strong feeling of want of confidence among those who 
have their own generating plant. They will be afraid to 
place themselves in the hands of District Boards on the 
score of economv. Human nature cannot be reformed bv 
coercion. We must look to something quite different from 
District Boards to bring about that unity of aim and interest 
which alone can give us prosperity and peace. 


Discussion AT BRISTOL. 


Mr. Н. Farapay Proctor said he was particularly interested 
in the addresa because he did not see eve to eye with the 
author. He advocated a District Board for his locality. The 
interest which the Government or a local authority paid was 
less than that which companies paid because they could get 
money at that cheap rate. Was not the fact that the money 


was cheap sufficient evidence that the supply was eufficient? 
Plenty of money could be got at that comparatively cheap 
rate of interest provided the security was good. He did not 
understand the protests against what was considered to be the 
elaborate system proposed in the Bill for the financing of 
District Boards. There were two sums of money mentioned, 
20 millions and 25 millions. Neither of these sums was in- 
tended for the systematic financing of District Boards. The 
financing of the District Boards would be done by the various 
component parts of those Boards guaranteeing the sums re- 
quired. Money would be raised only by the issue of stock— 
the Boards were empowered to issue stock, and such must 
be guaranteed, to give the investor that security which would 
ensure his capital being forthcoming when necessary. Some 
areas might be so sparsely populated as not to be able to pro- 
vide a sufticient guarantee for a large scheme which it might 
be desirable to inaugurate, in which case the 25 millions 
which the Coinmissioners were to have placed at their dis- 
posal would come into use. They would lend some of that 
money to the District Board. 

The joint electricity authority had to be representative of 
authorised undertakers within the district etther with or with- 
out the additional’ representatives of any county, other local 
authorities (not being authorised undertakers), large con- 
sumers, and other interests. A District Board should incor- 
porate the local authorities, companies and persons who were 
authorised undertakers, but it should also include the repre- 
sentatives of railway companies who used or pro to use 
electricity for traction purposes, of large consumers, and of 
labour, and where there were other local authorities and 
County Councils not being authorised undertakers, who pro- 
vided financial assistance, they also got representation. What 
reason was there for the suggestion that the incorporation of 
these other people—the consumers, for they had to come into 
the District Board—would lead to extravagance? As regards 
the incorporation of other local authorities, who were not at 
the moment authorised undertakers, why should they һе 
tempted to extravagance? It was not compulsory to have 
labour represented on the joint electricity authorities; on the 
District Board it was compulsory. His experience with 
labour had not been so very bad when one got in close con- 
tact with labour as & rule; there were exceptions, there was 
nothing bad or unreasonable. At any rate let them see 
behind the scenes. Referring to thé objection that all the 
money for the repayment of interest and dividends had to 
come out of the consumers’ pockets, it was a very poor com- 
pany that did not take its dividends out of the consumers’ 
pockets. Surely, the representation of the large consumers, 
who were the persons most keenly interested in the produc- 
tion of cheap electricity, was the very best form of represen- 
tation one could have on District Boards. | 

Mr. J. Н. Epwarps thought that finance was the chief 
thing to consider in connection with electric supply, but 
finance went a little further than actual money. For instance, 
they had to consider the saving in coal as much as the saving 
in money. He suggested that in this proposal of the Govern- 
inent they were aiming at conserving the coal resources of the 
country, and that the Government had at last realised that 
the vital thing for the life of this country was electricity 
supply. It was hoped by giving a cheap supply of electricity 
to proceed a good distance towards the solution of the housing 
problem. If they were ever to have peace between the 
capital classes and the workers they must attempt to solve 
the problem of the slums. He was not a believer in nationali- 
sation, but he suggested that none would think to-day of 
handing over the water supplies of this country to private 
enterprise. In connection with the Electricity Bill how far 
were they to go? Was it a reasonable suggestion that the 
actual generation of electricity and the provision of trunk 
mains could be efficiently nationalised, whereas the more in- 
tricate section of the work required a more elaborate scheme 
of organisation, that was best left to private enterprise? 

Mr. W. Harpy was interested in the Electricity Bill from 
the consumers' point of view, and did not know whether 
under the Government scheme they were, as consumers, 
going to benefit in the price of electricity supply. At the 
same time a scheme which unified electricity supply should 
in itself supply the consumer at a cheaper rate, provided, of 
course, the cost of transmission did not overcome the cost of 
production by the consumer himself. He understood the 
scheme had not been formulated from a financial point of 
view, but purely to give a cheap supply to the country. He 
had always felt that they, as electrical engineers, did not 
produce the best value from coal, and it seemed that a scheme 
of that size was being run into very quickly without due con- 
sideration of that fact. An endeavour should be made to use 
the heat of exhaust steam; that heat should be used for heat- 
ing for domestic and industria]. purposes, and for that reason 
an electricity scheme with a tremendous distributing area 
would not be the right thing. 

Мг. Н. H. THOMSON said that one must congratulate Mr. 
Chamen on the splendid imagination shown in the latter part 
of his address; if he wag serious in his main conclusions, how- 
ever, one was inclined to agree entirely with Mr. Proctor. 
Personally, he believed in the present and its possibilities, 
especially as new conditions, commercial and financial, and 
extremely interesting possibilities had arisen out of the war. 
The appeals to the public in connection with new issues at 
low rates of interest was evidence that a large section of the 
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community was generally satisfied with small returns on 
money invested consistent with small risk. As to the finan- 
cial success of electricity supply under the proposed ,con- 
ditions, he was optimistic; it was not always sound to esti- 
mate future success by past results. Now tlie state of things 
was quite different; electricity supply had become a prime 
necessity of industrial growth and economic life. If the new 
loans for the proposed developinents were raised by private 
subscription, that would be a good feature. Direct public 
interest jn the new schemes as proposed should tend towards 
closer scrutiny and consequent reduced expenditure. He was 
scarcely in agreement with the feared eflects of Government 
control, or the bad eilects of what was termed nationalisation. 
State management by expert business-like officials had still 
to be tried and tested. 

Mr. А. L. STANTON doubted ‘ the belief '" in cheap electric 
power supply, as expressed through the medium of the daily 
Press. Не disagreed with the view generally held which 
asserted the Bill to be mainly based upon a desire to con- 
serve the national coal supplies. It was yet to be laid down 
that coal exports would definitely cease; steam raising coals 
such as were at present used by generating stations repre- 
sented but a fraction of the total grades of coal annually pro- 
duced; by the time the national coal resources reached the 
limit line, the scientific developments of that age would have 
far superior methods in operation to those now employed; 
finally, the war was largely won as a result of the part played 
by engineering and allied production on a scale hitherto un- 
dreamt of. How was the result achieved? Largely as a 
result of the enormous flexibility and other advantages which 
electricity supply as already available presented in the shape 
of an industrial power utility. The prosperity of the country 
depended upon its industrial expansion which implied a 
capability to produce commercially with economy, rapidity 
and continuity of output. The Electricity (Supply) Bill re- 
presented a recognition of the part played bv this form of 
energy during the war, and aimed to utilise it to a far greater 
extent as an element of the highest importance during peace. 
Resting upon such foundations and realising the all-import- 
ance of the financial aspect" as an element of success, one 


could not doubt but that the necessary capital required for 
promoting essential schemes would surely be produced. 
Granted that Government control of utilities had -proved itself 
ineflicient and wasteful in the past, he could not see that 
such judgment constituted any justification for allowing 
Inatters to remain so. ‘They had the power to raise the 
standard and should use it. He was in accord with Mr. 
Proctor's references to the labour element." His experi- 
ence was that the surest way to obtain progressive effort from 
the so-called labour element was to prove by one's in- 
dividual actions that its place in the universe was recognised, 
and that no monopoly ot intelligence existed anywhere; Re- 
spect was thus gained and confidence was held. : 

Mr. W. A. CHAMEN, in reply, said: that his objection was 
that a District Board had got to purchase or acquire generat- 
ing stations. The scheme which he favoured was the joint 
electricity undertaking. That there was no hardship in wait- 
ing for dividends so long as the burden of the loss fell upon 
the community which benefited, he was in absolute agree- 
ment. 'lhe water supplying London was now excellent, but 
the cost of it had gone up so much that the Board had had 
to apply for powers to increase the charges; the statutory 
local authority had to make up deficits out of the rates. One 
might get an excellent engineering proposal, but it might not 
be an economic one; that was the lesson to be learnt froin 
the London Water Board. The utilisation of exhaust steam 
was provided for under the Bill. It seemed to him more 
satisfactory to arrange that in conjunction with a unified 
scheme, in which the big consumers took their part, but 
they had to negotiate with District Boards. Power cou- 
panies had a lot of water in their capital; there were, 
however, two ways of looking at that. Contractors were 
enterprising; they wanted to stimulate a demand for their 
production, and they thought that power companies could be 
of assistance in that direction: The idea was good, and there 
was a spirit of enterprise in what they did, and they owed 
a debt to the contractor that power companies had gone so. 
far as they had. They had suffered very severely from 
lawyers’ government. He did not agree that human nature 
was unalterable. . 


INDUSTRIAL ELECTRIC HEATING. 


CONSIDERABLE attention has recently been directed to the ap- 
plication of electric heating for industrial and commercial 
purposes, and some notable developments have taken place 
in Switzerland in this direction, where, according to an 
article in Le Génie Civil, of August 30th, 1919, by F. Rutgers, 
electrical energy is being largely utilised for heating in 
laundries, textile mills, and foundries, as well as for central 
heating systems in oftices, workrooms, &c., with a marked 
economy over the use of coal or coke. 

The special conditions obtaining in Switzerland witb its 
abundant water power, and consequent cheap supply of 
energy, have in no small measure contributed to the results 
obtained. Nevertheless, even in countries not so favourably 
circumstanced it should not be impossible for electric heating 
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Кїч. 1.—SrctioN oF ELECTRIC. WATER HEATER. 


to find far wore extensive application in the industries in 
competition with the existing methods than is at present the 


case, more especially when the manifold advantages of this 
form of heating are properly realised. The heat required . 


can be produced exactly at the time and place desired, it can 
be etheiently and simply controlled, and when the heating 
appliance is out of service losses can be reduced to a mini- 
mum. In many cases the heating can be performed entirely 
at might, when it should be possible for energy to be supplied 
at a specially low rate for this purpose, considering the ideal 
nature of such a load, and its importance in materially raising 
the load factor of the supply station. Moreover, the economy 
of electric heating does not solely depend upon the relative 
cost of coal and electricity as is so often supposed. 


One kilogramime of coal yields 7,000 calories, and 1 KW.- 
hour gives 860 calories. Theoretically, it would thus be 
necessary to replace 1 kg. of coal by 8 units of electrical 
energy; but in reality this is not so. Results obtained in 
practice show that owing 'to higher efficiency and use under 
favourable conditions, rarely оге than 5 units are required 
to replace 1 kg. of coal; more often this figure does not 
exceed 3 to 4 units. | 
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B, Storage vessel; R, Radiatars; r. Ordinary boiler; е, Electric boiler; 
T, Thermostat; v, Retarder. 
Fig. 2.—DIAGRAM OF CENTRAL ELECTRIC HEATING SYSTEM 
WITH DELAYED DISTRIBUTION. 


The special electric heating apparatus described and illus- 
trated in the article referred to above are manufactured by 
the Swiss Oerlikon Works, and cover a variety of types for 
heating water, generating steam, producing hot air, &c. 

The type of heater generally used for hot water is the 
tubular circulating boiler depicted in fig. 1. The one illus- 
trated is for 100 kw., has a height of 1.5 m. (4.92 ft.), and a 
diameter of about 0.5 in. (19.7 in.) These boilers are also 
made for a capacity up to 300 kw. For still higher powers 
several boilers are used. The tubes enclose the electric heat- 
ing elements and are mounted ou a special base, and they 
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can be readily removed for cleaning and scraping. When 
automatic control of the temperature 1s required a thermostat 
can be fitted to interrupt the supply current when a prede- 
termined temperature is exceeded. For small installations, 
provision can also be made for automatically closing the 
circuit as soon as the temperature falls below a certain value. 

The boilers of this system are mainly used for heating 
water in breweries, dye-works, chemical works, hotels, &c. 
In conjunction with a tank they can also be used for hot- 
water storage, and are frequently employed in central heating 
systems in factories, dwellings, offices, &c. Fig. 2 shows 
an electric boiler operating in parallel with a coke-fired boiler 
for central heating. ae 

A central heating system which has given special proof of 
its value is one.in which the electric boiler and storage vessel 
are heated during the first part of the night, i.e.. up to about 
4 o'clok in the morning, when the cost of the electrical 
energy is low. As soon as the storage vessel reaches the 
maximum admissible temperature the hot water is automati- 


Fic. 3.—SEcTION oF ELECTRIC STEAM BOILER FOR 500 KW. 


cally caused to circulate through the heating system, and the 
rooms are heated. During the day the supply of heat is de- 
rived from the heat accumulated in the storage vessel. When 
the weather is cold, the necessary heating during the day 
can be obtained either by means of an electric hoiler of small 
power or by burning wood or turf in the existing boiler. This 
central electric heating system with delayed heat distribution 
has the advantage that smaller storage vessels can be em- 
ployed than would otherwise be neecssary for the thermal 
diis dd obtained by utilising the whole energy available dur- 
ing the night. The rooms are heated before work is started; 
no attendance is required during the night; the circulation 
is automatically effected. In fig. 2 is shown a diagrammatic 
representation of this central heating with ''delayed heat 
distribution." 

Very often the tubular radiators, or immersed radiators 
as they are termed, are placed directly inside the thermal 
storage tanks, and are also used in a similar manner inside 
vats in breweries. inside coppers in laundries, &c. 

For the generation of steam electrically similar radiators. 
but of larger capacity and heavier construction, are used, and 


Fro. 4.—REMOVABLE GRATE RADIATOR FOR COAL-FIRED 
BOILERS, 


the arrangement employed is that shown in fig. 3, which is 
a sectional elevation of a 500-Kw. electric steam boiler. 

These electric boilers can be installed direct in work- 
shops without fear of trouble, provided they are of sufficiently 
robust construction, ad the current can be instantly shut 
eff, and the production of steam stopped momentarily, which 
is impossible with coal-fired boilers. In Switzerland the 
euthorities stipulate that the boiler must be built for a 
pressure equal to 1} times the normal working pressure. As 
an example, if the working pressure is 88.2 Ib. per sq. in. (6 at- 
mospheres) accerding to these. rules it must be designed for a 
working pressure of 132.3 Ib. per sd. іп. (9.atmospheres) and a 
test pressure of 205.8 Ib. per eq. in. (14 atmospheres). It is a 
simple matter to соо the automatic interruption of 
the sapply when pressure rises above a certain value or 
when the water level drops. 


Electric steam boilers have a large field of application in 
chemical factories, textile mills, dye-works, chocolate factories, 
&c. Specially good results have been obtained with them in 
installations in which in the summer steam is only required 
in small amounts for certain purposes, when the ordinary 
steam boiler would be working under uneconomical con- 
ditions. | "MS. 

An interesting application of the electric steam boiler is 
made in а spinning mill in which it is used in combination 
with an ordinary boiler. In the mill a larce quantity of 
energy is available during the night, which is utilised in the 
electric boiler for heating the main boiler, which in this way 
acts as a heat accumulator. At times of heavy load the steam 
produced can be used directly by means of automatic reduc- 
ing valves and an overflow valve. 'The electric boiler used 
m P» 500 xw., and generates steam at a pressure of 117.6 
Ib. per sq. in. (8 atmospheres). i 

Another special application of electric heating is the use 
of removable radiators (fig. 4), which are placed on the grate 
of an ordinary steam boiler to keep it under pressure during 
the night. | 

The production of hot air electrically is also of growing 
importance. The air, is blown upon the radiator by means 
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Ес. 5.—SEcTIoN OF ELEcTRBIO Нот AIR FURNACE FOR 300 kw. 


of afan. For small powers in drying installations spiral radia- 
tors are employed. For larger powers the radiators are built 
up of special cast resistances such a8 those shown in fig. 4. 
The temperature of the radiator is from 400 deg. О. to 500 
deg. C. They are employed for heating houses, in drying 
panis, &c. A portable type for 300 xw. is illustrated in 
g. 5. 


These electric hot-air furnaces: are very extensively em- 
ployed in foundries, where they are displacing the small 
le coke furnaces hitherto in vogue for heating moulds. 

The numerous disadvantages of coke furnaces, such as the 
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FiG. 6.—ELECTRIC HEATING SYSTEM IN A TEXTILE MJLL. 


vitiatien of the air of the foundry, frequent attendance, 
liability to burn, dirty moulds through flying cinders, &c., 
disappear with the hot air electric furnace. a 

In most of the Swiss foundries these electric furnaces are 
used in place of coke furnaces, and the moulds are dried 
during the night. In many foundries even stationary electric 
furnaces are used, and the cores and small moulds are then 
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dried inside them. The cold air is first heated by being 
р through a double spiral; heat losses are thus mini- 
lazed. 

For localised heating in machines the electric heating 
system is specially advantageous, and either the spiral type 
of radiator is used or a radiator similar to those already 
described made up of special resistances in various shapes. 
The simplicity of regulation and the desired localisation of 
the heat required make it superior to all other methods. 

In addition to the central electric heating system with 
water, steam, or hot air. radiators with or without heat 
storage can be used for heating rooms, &c. | 

An interesting innovation in connection with heating rooms 
consists in arranging simple tubes analogous to those used 
with low-pressure steam systems around the walls. The 
electric heating elements are contained in these pipes, and 
з large development of heat is obtained with a low energy 
consumption. This arrangement is of special use in textile 
mills, more particularly in carding rooms, owing to the 
reduced superficial temperature of the pipes. Fig. 6 shows 
an electric heating and ventilating installation in a spinning 
mill combined with a plant for humidifying the air. | 

The energy required for various heating purposes can in 
many cases be simply calculated when. for example, the 
quantity of water or air to be heated and the temperature 
are given. The energy necessary to produce a determinate 
amount of steam is known, and the heat losses can be kept 
within well-defined limits bv appropriate heat insulating 
means. Also the quantity of coal previously used can serve 
as a basis for comparison with the results obtained in similar 
installations. 

From 4 to 5 units replace 1 kg. of coal in the case of central 
heating. With drving furnaces for foundries the ratio is 4.5 
to 1, and in certain manufacturing methods 2 Kw.-hours are 
used, as compared with 1 kg. of coal. | 

In connection with heat storage. good results have heen 
achieved with thermal storave by water or steam extending 
over several decades. Thermal storage bv means of electrically 
heated stone slabs has also been realised. 


As regards the electrical pressure of electric heating ap- 
paratus for sinall portable heaters voltages above 250 volts 
should not be employed. In the case of large installations 
500 volts has given good results. Higher pressures are not 
to be recommended owing to the possibility of danger in 
handling. For steam generation electrically in addition to the 
electric tubular type of boiler, electrode apparatus are used 
which can be easily designed for several thousand volts. 
Pressures exceeding 5,000 volts are, however, but little suit 
able. At present the best solution is the tubular type of 
steam boiler for a maximum pressure of 500 volts. 

As an example of the economy to be obtained in certain 
cases by using electricity instead of steam for heating & wool 
mill may be cited, in which 400 kg. of coal were consumed 
daily for the exclusive heating of the dressing machines in 
the summer. With electric heating only 575 units were re- 
quired per day. showing a considerable saving, as theoreti- 
callv about 9,400 units correspond to 400 kg. of coal. The 
equipment of the mill which was carried out by the Oerlikon 
Works, comprises, in addition, an electric steam boiler and 
an electric hot-air heating system for the winter, as well as 
other electric heating apparatus. | | 

A further example is given in the original article in con- 
nection with the drying of foundry moulds. In the foundry 
in question the sand of the mounds to be dried has a volume 
of 2.5 cubic metres, and the operation is conducted in a 
drying room having a cubical content of 25 cubic metres. 
The coke consumption amounted to 280 Ки. in 12 hours. and 
at a price of 0.94 fr. per kg. at the factory. cost 67 fr., 
so that including for firewood (8.3 fr.). labour and attendance 
(4 fr.). cleaning. blowing, and blackening the moulds (4.8 fr.), 
the total cost for the 12 hours was 84.10 fr. 

On the other hand, the electrical consumption of the radia- 
tor and fan in the same time was 1,200 units. and with 
energv costing at night 0.05 fr. per unit. the cost of 
energy was 60 fr., which represented the total cost, us no 
attendance was necessary. and no outlay was incurred in 
connection with the moulds, as they were removed from the 
drving room in a clean condition. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, whieh will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, 


— 


The Filbar Electric Boiler. 


One of the exhibits at the recent exhibition in Glasgow, 
and at the Science and Key Industries Exhibition which was 
held in that city, was the electric water boiler introduced 
by Messrs. FiLBAR ELECTRIC Heater, LTD., of 46, Berwick 
Street, London, W. 1. This is a new device, capable of pro- 
viding up to a quart of boiling water within one minute, and 
smaller quantities in a correspondingly shorter time. The 
boiler 1з 6 in. in diameter and 16 in. high. When hot water 
is desired, a valve rod is pressed until a gauge indicates that 
the required quantity of cold water has been admitted, when 
it is released; and in due course—after 30 to 60 seconds—the 
boiling water is automatically ejected. The current cannot be 
switched on unless water is admitted, and the water cannot 
be ejected until it is actually boiling. 

Other exhibits were the Filbar patent steriliser and a small 
electric heater of the geyser type. which is attached to a 
water tap: the gevser measures 8 in. high X 21 in. in dia- 
„ 7 sd water is turned on the current is auto- 
matically switched on, a continuous flow of w 
160 deg. F. being obtained. RE 


Electric Salt-bath Furnaces. 

Messrs. AUTOMATIC & ELECTRIC Furnaces, LTD., of 28 
Gray's Inn Road, London, W. C. 1, inform us that as а 
of lengthy experiments in their laboratory, extending over two 
years, they have succeeded in obtaining a perfectly non-porous 
metal container for their electric salt-bath furnaces, which 
permits the current to be switched on and off as апа 
when required. The new metal furnace pots are easily re- 
pace by simply lifting the furnace up and removing the pot. 

Vith energy at one penny per unit, a ton of tools can be 
hardened for the small cost of £2 4s. The use of these metal 
pots is an entirely new departure, and is the subject of pro- 


visional protection. 


РЕТ ч Perna Motor Cycle Lighting Set. 
udging by the recent exhibition at Olympia a fe; 
noe субе development is the сао adoption vn 
Срив. То meet the demand a number of new dynamo 
ig ng sets specially designed for use on motor cycles have 
A ey made their appearance. Among these is the Perna 
ae m гам ENGINEERING Works, of Castlegate, South 
Shore, Blackpool. The set, which has been undergoing private 


1 se )prise y W 
п use, comprises the d; namo, s Itchbox, accumulators and 
, 


the windings are arranged to give a continuous output of 
40 watts at 8 volts; the makers state that it will supply a 
constant current of one ampere above that taken by two 
32-c.r. half-watt lamps and one 4-c.P. tail lamp. when runnin,‘ 
at a normal speed of 3,000 R.p.m. The armature shaft runs 
on large double-row, self-aligning bearings. and is arranged 
to be driven by a Whittle belt or by a chain as required. 


Fics. 1, 2, 3 AND 4.— TRE PERNA Moron-cycuE LIGHTING SET. 


The overall dimensions of the dynamo are 4 1/16 i side 
oe by 51 in. over the bearings; the Seti oder 
1125 5 block accumulators are employed in connection 
with t : "e and the wiring passes through a switchbox eo 
ot ne that it can be mounted on the top tube of the frame 
^ e motor cycle. The Switchbox has an ammeter in the 
op easily visible when driving by night, as when the lamps 
„„ small bulb beneath the a dial 1 
ңеш 9 the tail light acts as a kitle Tor EAT 
mp. Inside the switchbox is an electromagnetic cut-out 


run on half-pressure, and th i 
Ser : „ 4 e lamps dimmed 
SACRA at 5 or when riding through 1 One ы 
mis arrangement is that only а small current is 
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consumed, enabling a smaller battery than usual to be em- 
ployed. Referring to the illustrations, fig. 1 shows the genera- 
tor, and fig. 3 its component parts; fig. 3 shows the switchbox 
in position mounted on the top bar of the cycle. Fig. 4 is a 
view of the switchbox with the cover removed. 


The Lesco Lampholder. 


In designing the Leso lampholder, Messrs. Le&sco, 
1лр., of Lloyd's Bank Buildings, King Street, Manchester, 
have struck out a new line. They have abandoned the in- 
ternal-screwed carrier ring and the spring plunger contacts, 
both of which have given trouble enough in the past, and 
have substituted an external ring and solid contacts. The 
latter are mounted in a block of porcelain, and the leads are 
directly attached to them, so that there are no sliding con- 
tacts; the block carrying the contacts is pressed down upon 
the lamp cap by a substantial spring, which of course carries 
no current. The cord grip is also a new departure, consisting 
of two moulded plates of insulating composition; the leads are 
passed through separate holes cut at an angle in the upper 
piece, and then through a single hole in the centre of the 
lower piece, the slight bend imposed on the wire in doing 
this forming a perfect lock on the flexible when the holder is 
assembled. This cord grip requires no cutting away to accoin- 
inodate the flexible, and will withstand a direct pull of 60 lb. 
The holder is very easily wired. The shade ring is outside the 
shade, which is secured by one half turn of the locking ring, 
which is provided on every holder, of which in fact it is an 
integral part even when no shade is used, locking the two 
portions of the holder together. To put on the shade, the 
lower portion of the holder is taken off and the shade is placed 
in position; the holder is then put together with à bayonet 
joint, and the locking ring fixed in position, the whole opera- 
tion taking only a few seconds. The Lesco holder is made 
only in one quality (heavy gauge), and is suitable for ordinary 
or workshop flexible; it can be had with cord grip or screwed. 
Being able to carry more current than the ordinary lamp- 
holder, it is uscful on low-voltage systems. 


Siemens Dry Cells. 


Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co.. Tab., of Palace Place Man- 
sions. Kensington Court, W. 8, have carried on the manufac- 
ture of dry cells at Woolwich for over 25 years, and have 
therefore accumulated a store of experience in this difficult art. 
During the war their battery department was extended to 
cope with the Government demands, and they are now in a 
position to produce large quantities. They have taken up the 


Fig. 7.—SIEMENS 


№108. 5 AND 6.—SIEMENS  REFILLS. 
Dry CELL. 


manufacture of pocket lamps, including the cases, some of 
which are fitted with a neat cam switch, the subject of a 
patent, and are made in a variety of patterns. Fig. 5 shows 
one of the three-cell refills for a pocket case, and fig. 6 a two- 
cell refill for the '' baby torch ” type. It is interesting to note 
that in order to prevent deterioration in storage, the firm 
have applied to these sinall cells their Inert " patent method 
of manufacture, which has proved so successful with the larger 
sizes. Fiz. 7 shows one of their ordinary square cells, six М, 
for large output and strong current, as in the case of small 
glow lanips. induction coils, telephones, &c. 


Roger's Magneto. 


A magneto for aero-engines having 12 to 16 cylinders 
has been developed by the Vita Manufacturing Co., 
of 730, Williamson Buildings, Cleveland, Ohio, U.S.A. It is 
described in the Technical Review as having no moving wires 
or revo ving arinature, puncture-proof condenser, and a hotter 
spark tecause of the manner in which the voltage and amper- 
age are built up in the magneto field. The process of impreg- 
nating the coils renders them waterproof. They were found 
to be perfectly dry after submersion in water for à week, 
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The two-pole type for 12 to 16 cylinders gives four sparks per 
revolution of the rotor, the two-spark type gives eight sparks 
per revolution, while the Liberty motor types give twelve 
sparks. In recent Government tests attempts were made to 
short-circuit the condenser by driving nails into it. The 
magneto continued to function properly, as it also did after 
portions had been cut out from the condenser. 


A MUNITIONS TRIBUNAL CASE AT WOLVERHAMPTON. 


AT the Munitions Tribunal at Wolverhampton, last week, 
Mr. Flavell, representing the Workers’ Union, called atten- 
tion to an arrangement made between the union and a 
Wolverhampton firm of manufacturing electrical engineers, 
Whereby, in settlement of claims made for the payment of 
urrears of pay under an award applicable to the trade, the 
firm had agreed to pay the sum of £1,200 for distribution 
among 165 girls in their employ. The claim was for the 
payment of urrears of 50 weeks, amounting to 3s. per week 
for girls over 18 years of age, and 2s. per week for girls 
under 18 years of age. Mr. Flavell said that his members 
were quite satisfied with the settlement, and added that the 
firm had agreed to pay the rates under the award in the 
future. A representative of the firm stated that they had 
not been defaulters willingly, as it was only after the case 
had been referred to the Interim Court of Arbitration that 
the award in respect of their workers was made. 

The CHaAIRMAN said that the firm had rendered themselves 
liable not only to pay the money, but, in r t of every 
girl, to a penalty of £5 for every day that they had neglected 
to pay. It was evident that the defendants had committed 
a series of offences since November lith, 1918, though 
he would not deny that they had been placed in a very 
difficult position owing to the difficulty of interpreting the 
Act, and the fact that the case had been sent to the Court 
of Arbitration. It was evident there was no deliberate in- 
tention to evade the Act, especially as the Ministry of Labour 
had given them an answer on the subject which obviously 
was wrong at the time it was given. In the circumstances, 
they would inflict à merely nominal penalty of £10. 
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Eiectrical Trades Benevolent Institution, — NORTH 
EasTERN SociaL.--On Friday, December 12th, a social even- 
ing was held at Tilley's Rooms, Newcastle-on-Tyne, by many 
ladies and gentlemen interested in the North-East Coast elec- 
trical industries. The occasion was organised with a view 
to helping the funds of the Electrical Trades’ Benevolent 
Institution. Some 300 guests were received by Mr. and Mrs. 
R. P. Sloan, who acted as host and, hostess. The Lord Mayor 
and Lady Mayoress were present. e reception was followed 
by а conversazione. Supper was served in the smaller re- 
ception room, and dancing commenced at 10 p.m. 

Mr. H. W. Clothier, in proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
and Mrs. Sloan, etated that the object of the Electrical 
Trades’ Benevolent Institution was to grant pensions and 
temporary relief in case of distress to persons who were or 
had been engaged in the electrical trade as employers, man- 
agers, teachers, or on the engineering designs, drawing, sales, 
or office staif, or in other similar capacities, or to their 
dependents, in these times of uncertainty. Although the 
institution had been in operation since 1905, this was the first 
local event organised for the purpose of collective effort in 
the North-East Coast District. but it was hoped by the com- 
mittee that it marked an epoch of local sympathy and activity. 
It was announced that the occasion had already been the 
means of introducing seven life members at £10 each, who 
together with 25 other subscribers and new members would 
immediately augment the fund by over £100, and it was 
hoped that new members would come forward to double this 
achievement; in any case, Mr. . Robson and Mr. W. 
Fletcher were to be congratulated for their initiative and 
work which had brought about such a useful and enjoyable 
event, and Mr. and Mrs. Sloan had added another token of 
kindness to their invaluable service to the electrical industry. 
The funds will further benefit by about £25, the profit left 
after paying all expenses. 


Electrical Heating of Acids. — The heating of acids 
requires special precautions. The direct immersion of electric 
heaters in the acid is precluded owing to the fact that there 
are no suitable materials that will withstand the action of 
boiling acid. The special heaters described consist of a spiral 
of wire enclosed in quartz tubes. For high temperatures the 
spirals are wound of tungsten, while for lower temperatures 
nickel or nichrome may be used. The spiral touches the 
inner surface of the quartz tube. The tube is filled with an 
inert gas, such as hydrogen. Tubes of 1 kw. capacity have 
an external diameter of 15 mm. and a length of 400 mm. 
They may be used for all electric heating purposes. and will 
stand being suddenly immersed in water or liquified gas.— 
Revue générale de VElectricité. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1919. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Mussrs. Serton-Jones, O'’DELL ano 
$ТЕРНЕМ5 (successors to W. P. Thompson & Co., of London), Chartered 
Patent Agents, 28, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


31,268. *'' Telephones," R. I. 
December 13th. 


31.269. '' Ekctrical cable connector bexes." M. H. GoLosione. Decem- 
ber 13th. 


31.300. Acoustic alarms operated by alternating electric current." M. P. 
PayRe-BULLE and M. J. Laver, December 13th. 


31.304. '' Electrical signalling apparatus for mines, &c." C. Hunter and 
F. E. Ineson. December 13th. 


81.329. Sparking plug." F. J. Nicholls. December 15th. 


31,338. “ Electrical terminals of sparking plugs, &c." C. B. Browne. De- 
cember 15th 


31,345/6. “ Radio-navigational apparatus, &c." H. L. 
ERSKINE-MURRAY and J. Rosinson. December Lith. 


. 31,384. '' Electrically-driven sewing machines," F. W. Le Tan. (West- 
inghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co.) December löth. 


31.390. Electric lighting systems for automobiles, &с.” J. S. WITHERS. 
(Renault.) December lóth. 
31,403. ''Sparking plugs." B. Норрѕ and A. M. орск. December 13th. 


31,452. “ Methods of distribution on alternating-current systems.” A. M. 
Тау ок. December 16th. 


31.472. Mounting of rotary shafts for clectric motors, dynamos, and 
rotary converters." L. Kine. December 16th. 
31.478. Sparking plugs.“ C. H. Віхсналм. December 16th. 


31.500. Electric relays for signalling." J. J. V. Connaucuton and M. 
J. Raise. December 16th. 


31.501. Electric signalling apparatus." J. J. V. Conxatcuton and M. J, 
Raise. December 16th. 


31.511. Apparatus for use in telegraphy and telephony and control of 
electrically-actuated apparatus at a distance." A. H. Branton and E. A. 
Hixtox. December 16th. 


31,519.“ Spotlight electric lamps." Evison Swan ELkctRIC. Co. and P. 
FRrEDMAN. December 16tb. 


31.534. '' Electric lamp holders." А. G. Otiver. December 16th. 

31.561. Dvnamo-electric machines.“ British THomMson-Hous1on Co. 
(General Electric Co.) December 16th. 

31.069. *'' Electric switches." R W. His. December 16th. 

31,572. '' Telegraphic and telephonic apparatus." H. Sr. J. ve A. Dosis- 
THORPE, R. M. Клио, 1тр., and A. WittLiaMs. December 16th. 


31.575. Magineto-electric transformers.“ P. RABBIDGE. December 16th. 
(Australia, December 19th, 1918.) 


31.978. *'' Process of welding.” 
16th. (J. S., October 3lst, 1917.) 

31.579. Welded joints." Witson Werber Meras Co. December 16th. 
(U.S., September l4th, 1918.) 

31.580. Manufacture of arc-welding electrodes." WILSON Мырькк METALS 
Co. Decembir loth. .S., July 21м.) 

31.617. Electric welding." О. A. Kexyox. December 17th. 

31,626. '' Means of casting bridge pieces on lugs of accumulator plates, 
&c." H. Dutton. December 17th. 

31.627. Insulators for electrolytic systems.“ 
ber 17th. 

31.642. “ Apparatus for purification of liquids by electrolytic treatment.“ 
А. S. Gesu. December 17th. 

31,651. * Electrical signalling and indicating devices for ships, &c." R. S. 
Оен. December 17th. 

31,663. '' Dynamo-electric machines.“ 
and F. P. WHITAKER. December 17th. 

31,674. '' Wireless. reception. apparatus.“ H. I. 
sox, December 1?971h,. 1919. 

31.695. *' Apparatus for issuing receipts from electricity meters, gas meters, 
Ac.“ C. А. Gustafssons. December. 17th. 

31.710. © Starting, lighting, and ignition apparatus of internal-combustion 
engines for motor vehicles." X. Syer December IFth. 

31.711. * Electric heat-producing clement.’ C. II. Коро. 
ber 18th. 

31,712. ''Sparking plugs." W. Aken and J. Panky. December. ТКО. 

31.7735. Coin collecting devices for telephone services." AL J. II. HADDAN. 
(Hall. December 18th. 

31,776. Meter registers and control devices for telephone services." A. 
J. H. Нлорах. (Hall.) December 18th. 

31.783, “ Sparking plugs." A. J. HvpsoN and W. II. Peste. 
ber 18th. 

31.786. “ Dynamo lectric machines. British THOMsSoN-Hotstox Co. and 
Р. P. WHITAKER. December 18th. 


31.788. Mixed electric drive for vehicles equipped with steam turbines, 


polyphase fencrators, and asychronous motors.” MASCHINFNFABRIK OERLIKON. 
December sth. (Switzerland, October 30th.) 


31.789. Method of controlling polyphase motors on vehicles." MASCHINEN- 
FABRIK OERLIKON. December 18th. (Switzerland, November Ard.) 

31.806. Refillable electric fuses.” Perrect REFILLABLE Fuse Isc. Decem- 
ber 18th. (C. S., December 18th, 1918.) 

31.814. Treating weakly magnetice iron ore containing sulphides as а 
secondary constituent." R. Jonassos. December 18th. 

31,815. *'' Incandescent electric lamps." L. A. DE Becker. December 18th. 

31.882. Signal lamp." P. Pu. for. December 18th. 


31,834. “Apparatus for electric traction systems.“ S. Mclean and А. 
Muir. December 18th, 


31,856. “ Device for testing sparking plugs." А. V. Terky and Terry & 
Sons. December 19th. 


31.876. “ Electrically-controlled valves for steam, hot water, gas, &c." G. 
WILkINSON. December 19th. 


31.880. Telegraph and telephone systems?" T. Hortix. December 19th. 


31.891. “Contact breakers for ignition magnetos, &c." F. H. FARRER, F. 
PountNey, and Victurers ENciNEERING Co. December 19th. 


31,895. “ Medical electrical licht and heat treatment couch.” H. J. 
MouvsoN. December 19th. 


31.898. ^“ Dynamo-electrie machines." 
C. A. Martin, December 19th. 


31,699. * Electric furnaces.” Britise THoMsos-Hovsros Co. and Н. C. 
HastiNxcs and N. Laycock. December 19th. 


31,220. 7 Electric switchboards.”’ A. J. MipoLEY and С. A. VaNDERVELL & 
Co. December lth. 

31.927. Enabling mewable objects to pursue an electrically staked-out 
route X W. Толы. December 19:5. 

31.940. Telephone. C. Kr TN and G. B. Rumey. December 19th. 


31.912. Electric lamps," Eorsoxn Swan Ести Co., P. Freepwasx and 
G. А. Prca. Decombar 19th. 


MuRRAY and Tereriuoxp MANUFACTURING Co. 


CROWTHER, ]. 


WiLsoN Ml. DER METALS Co. December 


A. S. GUSH. Decem- 


British TuoMsos-HousioN Co, 


(ком тнЕк and J. RoR- 


Decem- 


Decem- 


Бкїт1ї5н Тномѕох-Носьтом Co. and 


31.948. Ignition devices for 
SWH. December 19th. 

31,953. “ Switches for electric lamps, &e." J. R. Porrway. December 20th, 

31,366. *'' Sparking plugs." G. Wirsos, December 20th. 


31,973. Spot welding machines." F. A. Cramer and H. Marryatr. De. 
cember 20th. 

31.978. Seam welding machines." F. A. Cramer and H. Marryat. De. 
cember 20th. 

32.0013 * Sparking plugs." E. CHASSHRAUx. 
January 14th.) 


intet nal-combustion 


engines.“ F. A. 


December 20th. (France, 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1917. 

11.785. VARIABLE. ELECIKIC RESISTANCES. W. E. Baker. January 18th, 1918, 
(135,523.) 

1918. 

6,856. HIGH-TENSION ELECTRIC TRANSFORMERS, F. Dessauer. April 23rd, 1918. 
(135,528.) 

12.968. MAGNETO-ELECTRIC MACHINES, B. 
(118 ,620.) 

13,752. ALTERNATING CURRENT DYNAMO-ELECTKIC MACHINES. British Thomson- 
Houston Co., H. W. Taylor, F. H. Clough and Е. P. Whitaker. August 23rd, 
1918. (135,533.) 

14.315. DyNaMo-ELECTRIC MACIUNES. British Thomson-Houston Co. and A. 
A. Pollock. September 3rd, 1918. (135,534.) 

15,5329. ELECTRICAL IGNITION APPARATUS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. 
Remy Electric Co. September 19th, 1917. (120,203.) 
15,769. N-kay  appaRarus. М. B. Rodriguez. 

(135,540.) 

19,326. UTILISATION OF WIND POWER FOR THE СЕМЬКА ПОМ OF ELECTRICITY. H. 
J. Read. November 23rd, 1918. (135,573.) 

19,095. FILAMENTS FOR ELECTRIC LAMPS, Westinghouse Lamp Co. February 
19th, 1917. (121.5906.) 

20,279. CIRCUIT ARRANGEMENTS FOR REDUCING STATIC INTERFERENCE IN RADIO- 
RECEIVING STATIONS. Western) Electric Co. (Western Electric Co.) December 
6th, 1918. (135,635.) 

90.280. ELECTRIC SELECTORS FOR TELEPHONE systems. С. А. W. Hultman. 
December 110, 1917. (121,474.) 

20,378. ELECTRIC METALLURGICAL FURNACES, W. 
1918. (135,039.) 

20,828. SrARKING PLUGS. T. Antoine. December 13th, 1918. (135,661.) 

21,052. HIGH-TENSION INSULATORS FOR USE IN ELECTRIC SUPPLY SYSTEMS. J. E. 
Pollak. (Fabbrica Isolatori Livorno. December 17th, 1918. (136, 667.) 

21,307. INSULATORS FOR HIGH-TENSION ELECTRIC САВ къ. H. Wade. Fabbrica 
Isolatori Livorno.) December 19th, 1918. (135,669.) 

21,562. El ECT C TIME swiicnzs. E. A. Fagerlund. December 23rd, 1918. 
(135,672.) 

91,044. ELECTRIC switcuts. L. Benvenuti and G. Cigolini. December 24th, 
1918. (135,673.) ' 

21.863. Evecrkic FURNACES. E. Waring and W. Waring. December ЗІМ, 
1918. (135,674.) 


Wolkoff. August 9th, 1917. 


September 27th, 1918. 


E. Moore. December 7th, 


2919. 

1.737. ELECTRIC STARTING MECHANISM FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES, II. 
Lucas, C. L. Breeden and H. W. F. Ireland. January 23rd, 1919. (135,695) 

2.712. HIGH-TENSION DISTRIBUTORS FOR ELECTRIC IGNITION APPARATUS, Akt. 
Ges Brown, Boveri ct Cie. February 4th, 1915. (Addition to 114,825.) 
(123.0865. 

5,621. EEC THC LIGHT FiTiIiNGS.. F. Rawcliffe. March 6th, 1919. (435.734) 

N. 560 ROTORS FOR DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. P. F. Brittain. April 4th, 
1919. (135,747.) 

10,932. APPARATUS FOR LAMP SIGNALLING IN OVERHEAD WIRE SYSTEMS OF ELW- 
TRIC TRACTION. Brecknell, Munro & Rogers and А. M. Willis. Mes 2nd, 
1919. (135,764.) 

13,20]. Evecrkic кынк. H. H. Berry. May 26th, 1919. (135,779.) 

14,427. ELECTRIC RAILWAY sysTEMs. Metropolitan-Vickers Electric. Co. July 
10th, 1918. (129,628.) 

14,934. CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN OF BASES, CONTACTS, AND SOCKETS OF WIRE- 
LESS VALVES OR VACUUM TUBES. J. W. Polybank. June 13th, 1919. (135.792.) 

16,916. ELECTRICAL MEASURING INSTRUMENTS OF THE MOVING COIL ТҮРЕ. G. T. 
Garwood. July Sth, 1919. (135.801.) 

17,622. SrakKING PLUGS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. C. M. E. L. 
Monnier. July 13th, 1918. (129,985.) 

18,678. ELECTRIC LIGHTING OF MACHINES DRIVEN BY ELECTRIC MOTORS. V. Hope. 
March 21st, 1918. (Divided application on 4,990/18.j; (135,150.) 

21,025. TELEPHONE SWITCHBOARD AND PLUG FITTINGS, Naamlooze Venootschup 
de Nederlandsche Thermo-Telephone Mattschappij. August 27th, 1918. (131.895) 

91.866. SPaRKING PLUGS. Е. А. L. Johnson. September 5th, 1919. (135,154.) 


23.2940. APPARATUS EMPLOYING VARIABLE ELECTRIC RESISTANCES. S. G. Brown. 
August 13th, 1918. (Divided application on 13,167/18.) (135,157.) 


Water Power.—Mr. Lloyd George, on December 30th, 


visited Dolgarrog Aluminium Works, near Bettwaycoed, and the 
North Wales Power Co.'s Works. The Prime Minister was accom- 
panied by Mrs. Lloyd George, Sir George Riddell, and Mr. and Mra. 
Richard Lloyd George, and was entertained at luncheon by Mr. 
Jack, managing director of the companies, and the heads of the 
various departments. Replying to the toast of his health, Mr. 
Lloyd George said that he had long intended to visit those works, 
as he was specially interested in the regeneration of country life. 
For hundreds of years millions of gallons of water həd been 
running to waste. We were the most backward nation in the 
utilisation of water-power. In Germany water-power hid long 
been made use of for factories, agriculture. and other рі1гровев, 
with the result that remote communities had been esta‘blished 
which were rendering valuable service to the community at, large. 
He hailed the advent of similar enterprises in this country’. The 
secret of the future lay in the adequate exploitation of ovr great 
natural resources—coal and water. In other words, cheap: power 
was the great necessity of our manufacturing life. 
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THE FUTURE OF ELECTRICITY 
SUPPLY. 


Now that the Electricity „Sapol Bill has become an Act, it 
is to be hoped that we shall soon see tangible results. Ina 
number of undertakings extensions of the generating plant 
are urgently needed, but the whole matter has been hung 
up pending a settlement of the national policy embodied in 
the Bill. Now at last there is a chance of making progress. 
Moreover, at present the matter is, to a great extent, in the 
hands of the undertakers themselves. We say at present, 
since a further Bill (to provide for the establishment of 
district boards and compulsory expropriation) is threatened 
(or promised, according to one’s point of view) for next 
session. But in the meantime undertakings have a free hand 
to form joint electricity authorities by voluntary action, 
subject to the approval of the Electricity Commissioners— 
when they are appointed. The chances of the supple- 
mentary Bill being passed appear, to a great degree, to be 
contingent on what has been done to form joint authorities 
up to the time when the Bill is brought forward. If joint 
authorities are actually in existence in all the principal 
districts when the new Bill is put before Parliament, the 
Bil will obviously have little justification. But if the 
undertakings are backward in taking action, or if mutual 
jealousies or animosities are allowed to delay the formation 
of joint authorities, the most powerful arguments will be 
put in the hands of the supporters of the Bill. 

As a matter of fact, a good deal of spade-work has already 
been accomplished in this direction. South Lancashire, 
which has been in the van of progress ever since the 
Subject was broached, as the valuable reporte which we 
have published bear witness, was on the verge of forming 
а joint authority in 1917, but the scheme broke down 
owing to the refusal of the local authorities to consider 
the purchase of existing stations and the erection of new 
ones, and progress was confined to the linking-up of a 
number of power stations. However, the scheme was so far 
developed that.there should be no difficulty in picking up. 
the threads, and this time, we imagine, the municipal 
authorities will approach the subject in a very different 
frame of mind; it would be something of an anti-climax 
if they, of all people, should prove to be the atumbling- 
blocks ! 

Again, consideraole progress has been made in other 
areas, such as the West of Scotland, South Wales and 
Monmouthsbire, Dublin and district, and elsewhere with 
linking-up proposals, which should be of great assistance 
in connection with the more comprehensive projects now 
called for, and movements have been set on foot in the 
Midlands, at Dundee, Stalybridge, Bradford, Sheffield, and 
other centres towards the formation of joint authorities. 
The latest development comes from the West of England, 
where, for Gloucestershire and the surrounding counties, a 
joint electricity authority has already been provisionally 
arranged. Due largely, we surmise, to the “ push” of 
Mr. Faraday Proctor, representatives of the undertakers in 
the area, and certain local authorities that were interested, 
were brought together last Friday in Bristol Town Hall, 
with the result that a joint authority was agreed upon, and 
resolutions were passed, which, if confirmed by the com- 
panies, councils, and others there represented will settle 
the preliminaries at least as far as the principle is concerned, 
a by no means mean achievement at one meeting, and 
within a fortnight after the Bill became law. If succeeding 
steps are taken at the same rate, we ought soon to see 
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the first joint electricity authority in being. We hope, how- 
ever, that this will not be an isolated phenomenon, bat that 
in speed the Gloucestershire area will be only primus inter 
gares. T 

Small undertakings all over the country await, with con- 
siderable impatience, the setting-up of joint authorities, 
trusting that these may provide some way out from their 
difficulties in providing additional generating plant. ‘Big 
undertakings are also holding their hands. It is to the 
Interest of everyone, therefore, that the Act shall be put 
into operation immediately for all it is worth. When shall 
we have the names of Sir John Snell’s four colleagues ? 


IT is generally assumed, or taken for 
granted, that the special province of 
philosophical physicists is to erplain the order of physical 
occurrences, which means to express it in terms of common- 
sense. Judging by what has transpired between them 
during the last two months, their efforts in this direction 
have been meeting with less than a moderate measure of 
success. There has always been some difficulty in 
explaining action at a distance, since it prompts the 
question: How can a body act where it is not? In the 
case of light, after the corpuscular theory had proved 
inadequate, the luminiferous ether was introduced to 
explain it. In the case of gravitation. we were settling down 
simply to accept action at a distance as a fact ; indeed, most 


Relativity. 


people were content to leave it at that; but this did not 


satisfy Dr. Einstein, who, armed with a new mathe- 
matics of transcendental power, set out to show it was a 
property of space. The spectacular success he achieved in 
predicting the deflection of light from the stars by the 
gravitational field (we must no longer say the attraction) of 
the sun, will be in the minds of all our readers; but, 
although we cannot withhold our admiration of the result 
achieved, it does not prove that the mathematical concep- 
tions he formed in reaching it have actual counterpart in 
reality. His general line of reasoning is set out very 
fairly in the contribution he made to The Times of 
November 28th. 
. He points out that the mechanical laws as enunciated by 
Galileo and Newton hold good, not only for a system of 
co-ordinates at rest, but for every other system of 
co-ordinates that moves in respect to it with uniform 
rectilinear motion. He then inquires why the validity of 
these laws should be confined in this arbitrary way. Why 
should not these laws hold good, though the system of refer- 
ence be subject to acceleration, and, or, rotation? Such a 
development would, of course, introduce forces indistinguish- 
able, by any means known to-us, from forces of gravity ; 
for a gravitational field of force is exactly equivalent to a 
field of force introduced by a transformation of the co- 
ordinates of reference, so that by no possible experiment 
can we distinguish between them. The objection which at 
once occurs to everyone is: if what I am accustomed to 
think of as my weight is due to a perpetual acceleration of 
my body away from the centre of the earth, how is it that 
I remain always at the same distance from it ? 

The surmounting of this difficulty is the essence of his 


theory, and if, so far, all the great men of science have. 


excused themselves from the task of making clear how that 
is done, it is unlikely that we shall succeed in doing во. 
Suppose, however, you are in flat land. Since there is no 
third dimension of height or depth, we shall not know 
gravity as on this earth. Now, suppose flat land to 
undergo rotation about a horizontal axis situated behind 
you. Then all things, including yourself, would be subject 
to a force of the kind called centrifugal, but indistin- 
guishable from gravity acting throughout flat land. You 
would tend always to slide forward, and would exercise 
pressure on all that restrained you. To apply this analogy 
to thingsas they are, you must invoke what is called non- 
homaloidal space-time, which is a curved surface in five 
dimensions, This, of course. is absolutely inconceivable, 
indeed, it is of the order of inconceivability squared, and if 
Dr. Einstein esteems it his business to explain gravitation, 
he his singularly failed, for an explanation that revolts 


common-sense is not an explanation at all. The fact remains, 
however, that he has achieved correct results in at least 
two problems which have proved irreducible by any other 
means. UE 

That the instruments of his reasoning have therefore 
objective reality is a conclusion it would be unwise to 
draw, for do we not frequently arrive at correct resulte by 
the agency of instruments that are inconceivable, in the 
sense of being meaningless as his are? Suppose we are given 
the area of the face of a cube and invited to find its 
contents. The area is, let us say, 100 sq. in. We had 
best, proceed by taking the square root of this, which will 
give us 10 in., a quantity we can realise and verify with a 
foot-ruleif we like. Then cubing this we have 1,000 cu. in. 
for the contents required. But we may proceed in another 
way. We may begin by cubing the 100 sq. in., which will 
give us 1,000,000—but a million what ? Nothing on earth, 
or elsewhere. These are, indeed, units which we cannot 
imagine or conceive, much less verify physically with a 
foot-rule. Nevertheless, taking the square root of this 
number, we get 1,000 just as before for the contents required 
incu. in. Now this result does not prove the existence of 
space in six dimensions. In the same way the correctness 


. of Dr. Einstein's calculations does not guarantee the 


objective reality of any conceptions he may have framed 
for the purpose of carrying them out. Moreover, these 
same conceptions, being of the purely mathematical kind, 
may be capable of entirely different interpretations. Sir 
Joseph Larmor made a communication to a meeting of the 
Royal Society, held on November 20th, which proposed a 
re-arrangement of essential features in Dr. Einstein's theory, 
whereby it becomes a theory of correspondence between 
different modes of specifying the activity of physical systems. 
and not directly a theory of relativity at all. 


THE note of optimism which we 
adopted last week in our brief forecast 
of the electrical industry is also struck 
by Sir John McLaren, chairman of the 
Leeds Engineering Employers’ Federation, in a New Year 
message regarding the whole of the engineering industries. 
There are boundless opportunities for engineering, and, 
therefore, for engineers, and Sir John is probably perfectly 
correct when he promises unlimited employment and good 
wages for all who care to work. As we have passed out of 


Peace celebration year, we may with some measure of con- 
fidence hope that there will be a greater disposition to work 
—to do good work—and to increase production. But all 
our optimism and confidence are necessarily moderated, 
because we know well enough that there will not be pros- 
perity for all, even when the demand for manufacturestis so 
overwhelming, unless there is peace. Most appropriately, 
and seasonably, Nir John calls for goodwill—good will among 
both workers and employers. If we have that we shall 
prevent“ paltry grievances " on the part of a handful of 
men holding up large sections of industry, and we shall also 
be able to secure such a large output that, while the demand 
is so great, the present wages will be justified. Whether 
or not, or for how long, wages will remain at their present 
level, must depend partly upon the cost of living and partly 
upon whether we are able to secure a strong position in 
the export field. High production and efficient methods 
should enable us to reduce costs, so that our overseas 
customers will find it possible to continue to purchase from 
us rather than from somebody else. Everybody ought to be 
brought to see—some are learning the lesson painfully— 
that mere high wages are not necessarily a sign of industrial 
prosperity, nor with the cost of living high are they a sign 
that the employe is any better off than he used to be. It is 
only in the atmosphere of a genuine goodwill that such 
aspects of our industrial problems can be  calmly 
and sanely considered. If hot-heads and extremists are 
in the saddle. we can hardly expect goodwill. They may 
find it congenial to flare up at the mere mention of lower 
wages ever becoming necessary in the engineering trades. 
But Sir John, in a New Year plea for good will and industrial 
peace, is not living in so unreal a world that he can be 
induced to forget the possibility that such a necessity may 
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arise sooner or later. He was speaking as an engineering 


for that purpose. Continuing, it explains that the 


employer, and presumably, therefore, his allusion to the remedy proposed in the Bill is necessary to enable 


possible necessity of wages coming down “in some trades, or 
even all round," was intended to relate to even the, at 
present, very active engineering industry. He repudiates 
any suggestion that he is an advocate of low wages, but 
foreshadows that a reduction may become a pure economic 
necessity ** во as to bring the cost of manufacturing to a 
figure which will enable foreign customers to purchase 
from us." We may be permitted to hope that by such a 
time the cost of living will have reversed its present course, 
also that by means of scientific production and earnest effort, 
we shall have found it possible to decrease costs of manu- 
facturing without decreasing wages. We hope that the 
belief that the extremist is growing in disfavour, will be 
justified by the course of events in the engineering 
and electrical trades. It rests with the large body 
of serious-minded men in these activities persistently to 
bring the weight of their influence to bear in conversa- 
tion with their comrades, so as to ensure that British 
chances of successful employment shall not be jeopardised 
by reckless policy, or even be rendered unstable.by inflam- 
matory talk. It equally rests with all employers, whether 
big concerns with many millions of capital or small firms 
with a few “ hands," to act generously toward and to study 
reasonably, without objectionable coddling, the well-being 
of those who, in earning their livelihood, are securing the 
return upon capital. It is only by all parties working 
together in harmony that we can secure the maximum 
benefit for all. i | 


THE wild-cat scheme to which we 
referred last week, for the generation of 
electric power by converting the public 
roads into treadmills, is being put forward as a bait to 
catch the unwary investor; one-third of the world rights of 
the patent (save the mark) is being offered by advertise- 
ment for £20,000. To explain that, even if such a scheme 
were practicable, the energy would be supplied by the 
owners of the vehicles that traversed the roadways, who 
would not tolerate any such robbery. would be to insult the 
intelligence of our engineering readers; it is conceivable, 
however, that some person with more money than wits 
might be induced by the foolish editorial notices in the lay 
Press to part with the former, and in the hope of saving 
possible victims from disaster, we invite our readers to help 
us in disseminating a warning as to the futility of the 
proposal. 


Fools and 
Their Money— 


THE new and unforeseen conditions 
with which electricity supply under- 
takings are faced, will demand certain 
revisions of the terms under which they have hitherto been 
working. Some method must be devised so that supply 
undertakings may make both ends meet. In many under- 
takings the continuously-increasing working expenses are 
bringing them perilously near having to shut up shop. The 
seriousness of the situation is very well illustrated by a 
Bill which is now being promoted by a group of companies, 
the title of which is * Edmundson's Electricity Corporation, 
Limited, and other Electric Supply Companies (Increase of 
Charges) Bill.” Particulars of the Bill are given elsewhere 
in this issue. As explained in the preamble, the capital 
of the undertakings included exceeds £1,300,000, and we 
see by the schedule that 80 Provisional Orders are covered. 
_ The undertakings represented by these Orders are situated 
in widely different districts, so that the conditions which 
the promoters are trying to remedy may be taken as normal 
to most small-sized undertakings throughout the country. 

The preamble to the Bill voices a crying necessity. It 
Claims that owing to the great cost under existing condi- 
tions of carrying on the undertakings scheduled in the Bill, 
the revenue obtainable within the limite of the statutory 
maximum prices is in certain cases insufficient to meet the 
working expenses after making provision for deprecia- 
tion, and in the remaining cases is barely sufficient 


Making Both 
Ends Meet. 


. undertakings than those scheduled in the Bill. 


the companies to fulfil their statutory obligations and to 
carry on efficiently, and to render possible the raising of 
further capital to meet the increasing requirements of con- 
sumers. ‘This preamble would, of course. fit many more 
As to the 
remedy suggested, it is proposed that the maximum price 
should be raised to 1s. 2d. per unit (the highest maximum 
price, we believe, yet applied for), qualified by a kind of 
sliding scale adjustment of the actual price to be charged. 
If the company charges 1s. per unit, or over, the company 
shall only retain of the revenue a sum not greater than 
would pay 6 per cent. on the capital employed. If it 

charges less than 1s. per unit, the company shall retain, in 
addition, a sum equal to half of 1 per cent. on the capital 
employed for each halfpenny by which the charge is less 
than 1s. Whether this particular method is one which will 
find favour in the House, or with the Electricity Commis- 
sioners, is an open question. But that some such kind of 
wide revision of the present rigid system of maximum prices 
is, in many cases, absolutely necessary, is beyond doubt. 
The Bill, therefore, touches upon a matter of cruciul 
importance to a very wide section of the electricity supply 
industry. 


— 


Electricl NEW XEAR'S Day often has. in 
» i addition to its ordinary significance, a 


special connotation in relation to particular 
persons and things ; and the first day of the year which is 
already growing old was noteworthy for its special meaning 
to colliery engineers—for the regulations for the use of 
electricity in mines which were put in force on July 10th, 
1913, were not to apply to apparatus installed before June 
Ist, 1911, until January Ist, 1920. Eheu fugaces 
labuntur anni that date has come and gone; but who 
could have foreseen the world-shaking events which have 
intervened ? or the utter impossibility, in those times of 
toil and stress, of carrying out the alterations necessary to 
comply with the Rule? Application is to be made to the 
Home Office to extend the time for a further period of two 
years, a proposal which certainly cannot be regarded as 
unreasonable; and as the Home Secretary has power to 
grant exemption in cases which he considers worthy of it, 
there should be no difficulty in complying with the request 
— more especially in view of the fact that the mines are 
under State control, in name at least (some say they are 
controlled by the miners, in fact) To what extent the 
electrical equipment of the coal mines has already been 
brought into conformity with the Rules, we have no 
information. | | 


Muc has been heard of late regarding 
the relative merits of gas and electricity 
for heating purposes. As we have often 
pointed out, the only sound criterion is the practical test, 
and we have pleasure in drawing attehtion to the description 
of the new heating system of tbe Lyric Theatre, Hammer- 
smith, which appears elsewhere in this issue. Actual trial there 
shows that the cost of installation of electric heating apparatus 
throughout the theatre was only one-third of that of a hot- 


Electric 
Heating. 


water system, and the running cost is only half that of the 


gas-heating system which has been displaced on account of 
its inefficiency, although the electrical energy is not 
supplied at a specially low price. Moreover, the results 
obtained from the electrical installation have been most 
satisfactory. The heating of a theatre isa difficult problem, 
and it is gratifying to know that, as usual, the electrical 
method provides an adequate solution. The facts that the 
whole of the electrical system is controlled from a central 
point, and requires no personal attendance, whereas the gas 
radiators had to be visited when starting and stopping, and 
that fire risk is reduced to a minimum, are other strong 
points in favour of electricity, which, moreover, can be 
installed with practically no disturbance to the decorations 
or inconvenience to the patrons of the theatre. 


eee 
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THE ELECTRIFICATION OF THE MELBOURNE SUBURBAN RAILWAYS. 


Tux railway system of the State of Victoria, Australia, is 
operated by the State Government, the executive functions 
being exercised by three Railway Commissioners ; at present 


there are only two, Mr. C. E. Norman, chairman, and 


Mr. W. M. Shannon. The electrification scheme owes much 
of its success to the late Mr. E. B. Jones, for some years a 
Commissioner, whose death before the completion of the 
work was а serious loss to the Victorian railways. 

The total track mileage of the railways is some 4,300, of 
which over 300 miles are suburban lines serving the city 
of Melbourne. The importance of the Melbourne suburban 
traffic to the whole system is shown by the fact that it 
accounts for some two-fifths of the total train-mileage of the 
railways entering Melbourne. Not only are the suburban 
railways of greater importance to the system as a whole 
than in other countries, but they are of greater importance 
to the city iteelf than are the suburban systems of most 
other cities. Owing largely to the foresight of the 
authorities responsible for laying out the city, the density 
of population is only about one-fifth of that commonly 
found in this country. The result is that the suburban 
railways cover an unusually large area, in spite of there being 
an excellent cable tramway, and deal with a large amount 
of traffic which in other cities is catered for by electric 
tramways, interurban railways, or motor omnibuses. 

The conversion of the Melbourne suburban lines to 
electric traction was first considered in 1907, when, at the 
request of the Hon. Sir Thomas Tait, K.C.M.G., chairman 
of the Commissioners, Mr. Charles H. Merz, of London. 
visited Melbourne and presented an exbaustive report 
(June, 1908) on the whole question, which showed that 
although there would be a considerable saving in operating 
expenses, an increase of traffic would be necessary to cover 
the capital charges. An increase in traffic more than 
sufficient for this purpose was anticipated, but it was decided 
not to proceed with the electrification at that time. By 
1912, however, the traffic had increased very much more 
than had, been estimated, and sufficiently to necessitate 
either expensive track widenings, or alternatively to justify 
the capital expenditure involved in electrification, even if 
this produced no additional traffic. At the request of the 
Hon. W. A. Watt, then Premier of the State of Victoria, a 


stipulation that manufacture of the British contracts was to 
be carried out in this country. The coach equipmente 
were ordered in America with the special condition that 
some of the motors were to be made in England. 

The scheme is one of the largest and most important 
railway electrification works as yet carried out. The 
leading engineering features are the production of electrical 
energy at 3,300 volta between phases. by means of three- 
phase, 25-cycle, turbine-driven alternators, raised to 20,000 
volts by static transformers, its transmission to sub-stations 
where it is converted to 1,500-volt direct current, and its 
supply at this pressure to the trains by means of an over- 


Fic. 2.—No. 1 BoILER HovUusE—FIRING FLOOR. 


head contact wire. The main contracts were placed in 
March, 1912, work was started in November, 1918, and the 
first train was run on May 29th, 1919. The work has, of 
course, been much delayed by the war. 

Power Station.—The power station was originally to 
have been placed on the River Yarra at Yarraville, the 
nearest available site to Melbourne having a good supply 
of condensing water and reasonable access by rail. It was, 
however, decided to adopt a site at Newport which had 

certain advantages in connection with 

- condensing water, sub-soil, &c., that 
3 compensated for the additional expendi- 
| ture on transmission cables. Thus the 
Bü existence of a stone breakwater enabled 
| the intake and discharge to be separated 
| in a manner which is not ordinarily 
| obtainable without considerable expenee. 
The site consists of some 36 acres of 
land adjoining the Williamstown Ferry, 
and is mostly situated on basaltic rock 
which, while providing a satisfactory 
foundation, involved considerable extra 
work, some 45,000 cb. yards having to 
be removed. The site bas leen laid out 
to contain two power stations side by 
side, the position of the future station 
being indicated by broken lines in fig. 5. 
In this way full advantage may be taken 
of any future developments in power- 
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Fic, l.—TuRBINE Room AT NEWPORT POWER NTATICN, AUSTRALIA, 


further report was presented by Messrs. Merz & Ме, Пап, 
based upon actual tenders from mannfacturers. — Alternative 
prices were obtained for the single-phase and direct-current 
systems. The latter proved to be substantially cheaper 
both in capital expenditure and operation. Contracts were, 
therefore, placed providing for the conversion of the whole 
of the suburban lines on the high-pressure, direct-curre nt 
system, the work to be carried out in three stages. With 
the exception of the coach equipments, all the contracts 
have been executed by British or Australian firms with the 


station design without interfering wit) 
the symmetry of the present statioa. 
The first station is laid out to contain 
six 10,000-KW. turbo-aslternators, which 
suffice for present requirements, and include two spare 
sets for the purposes of stand-by aud over-haul. The 
two boiler houses are at right augles to the engine 
room, and each is provided with its own coal store and 
coal-handling machinery. The elevation of the power 
station is shown in fig. 6. Between the two boiler houses 
is a space occupied by a general-purpose building containing 
stores, water-storage tanks, workmen’s accommodation, 
laboratories, test tanks, &c. Placing these accessories in 
this position has proved efficient as regards administration 
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and working, and the separation of the engine room from 
the boiler house by a lower pump room has a good effect. 

Boiler Houses.—The equipment of each of the boiler 
houses, fig. 2, is as follows :—12 Babcock & Wilcox marine 
type water-tube boilers, 30,000 lb. normal evaporation, 
210 lb. per sq. in. working pressure, 610° F. tota] tem- 
perature of steam, 6,725 sq. ft. heating surface, 168 sq. ft. 
grate area ; two chain-grate stokers per boiler; 288-pipe 
Green economiser per boiler; six Sirocco fans, one fan to 
two boilers ; two Weir impulse turbine-driven centrifugal 
feed pumps; two Nichols vertical single-cylinder feed 
pumps, 30,000 lb. capacity water per hour, each type feed 
pump ; two sete ash-handling plant ; three coal conveyors, 
40 tons per hour each ; one coal storage yard and crane. , 

The boilers are arranged six a side in pairs, each boiler 
having its own integral superheater and economiser. One 
steel chimney, 7 ft. in diameter and 58 ft. above economizer 
floor level, with an induced-draught fan, serves each pair of 
boilere. The furnaces are arranged at present to burn coal 
from the State mine at Wonthaggi or Newcastle (N.S.W.), 
bat the arches could, doubtless, readily be adapted to burn 
brown coal if necessary. 

(‘oul and Ash-Handling Plant.—The storage and handling 
of coal is provided for by means of railway sidings, the full 
and empty wagons being worked in a continuously forward 
direction. The 15-ton hopper wegons dump their coal into 
large hoppers below the track, between the boiler houses 
and the storage yard. From these hoppers the coal passes 
to the bucket conveyors below, which carry it over weigh- 
bridges, weighing four buckets at a time, to the coal 
bankers above the boilers, or by the central conveyor to the 
coal storage yard. Motor-driven crushers are provided 
below the hoppers. The coal, on reaching the gantry over 
the coal storage yard, can be automatically dumped where 
required, just as in the coal bunkers. In addition, a grab, 
handled by an electric jib-crane of the luffing type, can be 
used to spread the coal over the storage area. To recover 
this coal for the boiler houses, the grab can be brought into 
uee again, feeding the chutes to the travelling coal filler in 
the underground passage below the storage ground, which 
returns it to the other conveyors ; or the grab can deliver 
it direct into an anxiliary hopper on the end of the coal 
gantry, which, in turo, feeds the main hopper. 

The ash-handling equipment consists of two sets of 
suction plant, each with an exhanster driven bya 69-BILD, 


F1G. 3.—SCREENING PLANT. 


motor, and a receiver, into which the ashes are drawn while 
being subjected to a fine spray of cooling water. The four 
ash bunkers are erected over the track on which ash wagons 
are worked in between the coal wagons. A few }-ton 
trucks, running on narrow-gauge rails under the furnaces, 
are provided for ash handling in case of emergency. The 
suction ash plant also deals with the soot from the 
economisers. ; 

Generaliny Plant,—The generating plant is so arranged 
that, provided any one boiler is in steam, apy one turbo- 
alternator can be started up ; but, as no atmospheric exhaust 
valve is fitted between the condenser and the turbines, these 
are not intended to run on atmosphere, and two small 


auxiliary turbines, each of 350-K.v.a. capacity, have been 
installed for starting up the power-house auxiliaries at any 
time when all the main turbines have been shut down. In 
addition, the breakdown of anything comprised in one 
generating set will mot prevent the operation of the 
remaining sets. 

Each prime mover is treated, as far as possible, as an 
independent unit ; thus each turbo-generator has its own 
oil-cooled transformer for stepping up to 20,000 volts, and 
a transformer stepping down to 440 volta for operating 
the circulating water, oil-cooler, and air-filter pumps, &c. 


Fig. 4.--PvMP HoUsE: CIRCULATING PuMP MOTORS 1N 
FOREGROUND. 


Although experience seems to indicate that cil in trans” 


` formers presents a negligible fire risk, it was thought wise 


to install the transformers belonging to each generator in а 
chamber outside the engine room ; this being out of reach of 
the engine-room crane, special provision is made for lifting 
the transformers off railway trucks. Between the trana- 


‘former chambers are intervening chambers containing air- 


filters, neutral resistances, &c. The whole of the condenser, 
boiler feed, transformer, air cooler, turbine oil cooler, and ait- 
filler auxiliaries are placed on the same level in the base- 
ment, and easily accessible, the basement being well lit and 
free from obstructions. 

The turbine room, fig. 1, will ultimately contain six 
Parsons horizontal pure-reaction turbines, with divided 
cylinders, 1 h.p. and 2 (or one double-flow) l.p. cylinders. 
‘he normal working conditions are: Steam pressure, 200 lb. 
per sq. in. ; steam temperature, 600° F. ; vacuum, equal to 
an absolute pressure of 1:25 in. mercury; speed, 1, 500 R. P. M. 
Energy is generated at 3,300 volts, 25 cycles, three-phase, 
the economical output being for four sets 10,000-Kw. each 
and for two sets 12,500-K W., at 0°95 lagging P.F. The 
maximum continuous capacity is four 12,500-Kw. and two 
14,000-kw., while the maximum output for short intervals 
is four 14,000-kw. and two 15,000-Kw. 

In addition, there are also provided six Weymouth twin- 
surface condensers of the Contraflo" type, each twin 
condenser having a cooling surface of 22,000 sq. ft., and 
being capable of dealing with 120,000 Ib. of steam at a 
vacuum of 28:8 in. when supplied with 14,000 gallons of 
circulating water per minute at a temperature of 60" F. ; 
six Michell-type Weymouth air-and-water-extraction pumps, 
working on the kinetic system, each combined set of 
air-and-water-extraction pumps being driven at a speed of 
750 в.р.м. by an induction motor of 80 E. H. P.; six circu- 
lating-water pumps, each of the vertical-turbine type, and 
capable of delivering 40,000 gallons of water per minute 
when driven at a speed of 500 R.P.M. by а vertical induc- 
tion motor of 225 E.H.P.; six bilge pumps of the vertical 
centrifugal type, capable of lifting 100 gallons of water per 
minute against a head of 35 ft. when driven by induction 
motors of the liberal rating of 6 E.H.P. at 750 R. P. M. 

The are six Sirocco ventilating fans, each driven by a 
30-B.H.P. Westinghouse induction motor; six transformer 
nil circulating and wet-air filter pumps, each being driven 
by a Westinghouse induction motor of 15 B.H.P.; six 
350-k. v. A. auxiliary turbo-generators, non-condensing, 
generating three-phase energy at 110 volts, 25 cycles, for 
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Ес. 6.—SECTIONAL ELEVATION OF POWER STATION AT NEWPORT, AUSTRALIA, 


starting up: sundry motor-driven oil pumps, an air com- 
pressor and a vacuum cleaner. The Babcock & Wilcox 
turbine room crane has a capacity of 60 tons, with an 
auxiliary hoist capable of lifting 50 tons, the span being 
75 ft. Fifteen-ton hand-operated cranes, by the same firm, 
are provided for the repair shop and pump house. 

The high and low-pressure portions of the turbines are 
in separate cylinders, the high-pressure cylinder being of 
cast steel. ‘Ihe rotor shafts and disks are forged of solid 
steel. Each turbine is directly connected to the condenser 
below it, which is supported on large steel spiral springs. 
There is no exhaust valve between the turbine and the 
condenser, it being intended that these turbines shall not 
run on the atmosphere longer than is necessary to get a 
Spare turbine into commission. In the case of the two 
turbo-alternators yet to be installed, tle economical output 
of the turbine has been raised to 12,500 Kw., and the 
maximum continuous output to 14,000 KW., the steam con- 
sumption being correspondingly reduced. The machines 
will be similar to the four already installed, the improved 
rating being obtained by end-tightening " of the blading, 
and other modern improvements. The speed of the turbine 
can be controlled by a small electric motor from the control 
room switchboard. Oil is supplied continuously under 
pressure to the bearings by means of two gear pumps, a 
steam-driven pump being provided for starting up and 
shutting down. 

The alternators are totally enclosed and ventilated by fans 
on the rotors, in addition to the forced ventilation by means 
of the separately driven Sirocco fans. The alternator is 
excited by an exciter mounted on an extension of the alter- 
nator shaft, the exciter being of the compound type, but 
without commutating poles. The construction of the stator 
windings of the alternator is interesting. Cotton-covered 
stranded wires are laid up into an oval conductor the full 
area of the slot; each conductor is soldered to a flat copper 
end-connection, thus simplifying the end connections, and 
facilitating rigid anchoring. The Michell type thrust 
bearing, an Australian invention, is used throughont. 


Water Supply.—The situation of the circulating pumps 
is a novel and convenient feature of the design. The 
water supply to the pumps is in duplicate, with arrange- 
mente so that four pumps may be supplied from each half 
of the duplicate system. As this is sufficient for the full- 
load output of the station, overhaul operations in connection 
with the maintenance and upkeep of the water-supply - 
system can be carried out at any time as a matter of routine. 
Condensing water is taken from the River Yarra, to which 
it is returned on the opposite side of the retaining wall 
after use. The two collecting channels terminate in screen 
pits, the water passing first through stationary screens, 
which remove only the heavy débris, and then through 
revolving screens consisting of link chains carrying 
galvanised iron-wire screens. Four screens are provided 
(fig. 3), each being driven by a Westinghouse 5-B. H. P. 
motor. The screens are washed by jets of water supplied 
at 50 to 60 Ib. per sq. in. pressure by two pumps driven by 
Westinghouse 53-B.H.P. motors. The screens were supplied 
by Messrs, Babcock & Wilcox, and the pumps by Messrs. 
Gwynne, of London. The pumps are installed in a pit 
below the pump-house basement, so that they are flooded at 
all stages of tide. The induction motors (fig. 4) driving 
these pumps, which are mounted on the turbine floor level, 
are of the vertical type, equipped with Michell thrust 
bearings; separate thrusts are provided for the motor as 
distinct from those for the pump shaft, the drive being 
through a flexible coupling. 


Power Station Switch House. — One of the most 
interesting features of the installation is the switch house. 
This is parallel to the engine room, but at some alight 
distance from it, there being no attempt to provide ready 
communication between the switch-house and the engine- 
room staff except by telephone and telegraph. All main 
switching is carried out at 20,000 volts. The power-station 
bus-bars are divided into two sections by means of a 
section switch, each sub-station being fed from both 
sections. So far as security of supply is concerned, there- 
fore, the arrangement may be regarded as equivalent to 
duplicate bus-bars without the complication and expense of 
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the latter. Another feature is the arrangement for pre- 


venting accidents, a system of mechanical interlocking. . 


being provided which prevents all possibility of an 
operator obtaining access to conductors while they are alive. 
This applies not only to the conductors of each switch 
panel, but to the sections of the bus-bars themselves ; 
that is to say, access to each section of the bus-bars is 
entirely prevented until the whole of the isolating switches 
connected to it are open, thus ensuring that the bus-bars are 
dead. In addition, each oil switch is interlocked with its 
isolating switches, so that the latter cannot be opened or 
closed while the oil switch is tlosed. The oil switches are 
electrically operated with remote control, the operating 
mechanism having a wall separating it from the oil-switch 
chamber, so that it can be examined and cleaned without 
danger. 

An interesting feature is the absence of windows in the 
switch house. One side of each switch cell is open to the 
outside air, in order immediately to release any excessive 
air pressure in the event of an unusually heavy short- 
circuit, Precautions are, of course, taken to prevent the 
entrance of birds, rain, &c. 

Each phase of the main switches is a separate single-pole 
switch in its own oil tank, the parte working in air being 
isolated from the parts working in oil. Each s.r. switch 
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Fic. 7.—ConTROL Room. 


has multiple breaks in series, arranged vertically close 
together in the middle of the tank, with insulating barriers 
between adjacent breaks, there being four breaks in the 
S. P. generator oil switches. These are so connected that 
upon the switch opening under load the mutual induction 
of the arcs produces a radial blow-out effect towards the 
insulated wall of the tank. Opening speeds up to an 
equivalent of 50 ft. per second can be obtained, aluminium 
being employed to ensure rapid acceleration. The gases 
produced are discharged to the outer passage way. 

The three-phase oil switch will safely open a short circuit 
on a system controlling power of a rated capacity of 
240,000 K. v. A. The operating gear consists of a rotary 
type magnet actuating a countershaft through a toggle 
mechanism and tripping box, the magnet being excited 
from a 110-volt battery supply and contactor, operated 
from the control board. In addition to red and green 
indicating lamps, there is an alarm-bell device to give 
warning when the switch has opened. 

The generator equipments are fitted with Merz-Price 
protective gear, while feeder equipments have split-con- 
ductor protective gear. Each generator has an emergency 
control pillar and load indicator fixed in the engine room. 

Control Room.—This is situated at the end of the switch 
house (fig. 7). In it is centred not only the control of the 
main power-station switches of the generators and trans- 
mission feeders, but all electrica] operations throughout the 
entire transmission and conversion system are directed 
from this point. On the control engineer rests the 


v 
ү fi yt 
mY Суу 
ү LII 
ny y » 


responsibility of all electrical switching operations, and his 


. control is absolute. A gallery is provided for visitors, 


although there is little to attract the attention of the non- · 
technical observer during operations. The most striking 
feature is a large diagram covering one wall of the room, 
showing the position of all the principal switches on the 
system. 

(To be continued.) 


ELECTRIC IGNITION: COIL AND MAGNETO 
SYSTEMS. 


By F. H. HUTTON, M.A. 

The subject of ignition for petrol engines used in motor 
cars is full of interest at the present time, since so many 
developments have been made in recent years, and во 
much has been learned with regard to the process of 
ignition. The articles in the ELECTRICAL Review of 
November 7th by Mr. C. Sylvester, and of December 12th 
by Mr. A. C. Booth, are evidence of this fact, and tes- 
tify to the appreciation of modern battery systems. 

Before proceeding further with 

tlie subject I should like to enter a 
mild protest against the title, Coil 
versus Magneto. In these days we 
seem to have passed the stage when 
it was a question of only one system 
surviving to the total extinction of 
the other. Both systems have been 
developed to such an extent that 
thev are entirely satisfactory for 
ignition when well carried out, and 
it is largely a question of which is 
most convenient or suitable for a 
particular purpose. 

Mr. Sylvester belongs to the school 
of those who vote entirely for bat- 
tery ignition, as evidenced by his 
remark that the magneto will in 
the near future be almost a dead 
letter, and again, the same com- 
pany is utilising the same ma- 
chinery for the manufacture of mag- 
netos. This is a big mistake, be- 
cause the majority of its production 
will never be required.“ 

These are rather sweeping statements. 
quite justified bv the facts? 

The high-tension magneto in pre-war days had been 
developed into a very reliable and efficient machine, 
which rarely gave trouble. Since those days the mag- 
neto industry has been transferred to this country, and 
has developed and grown in a most remarkable manner. 
Not only were there about 300,000 magnetos manu- 
factured between 1914 and 1918, but during that time 
the design was being rapidly improved in nearly every 
important detail, until the machines as finally turned 
out were about as good as could be desired. The mag- 
netos that are now being made for motor cars con- 
form to this high standard, and the makers have 
the benefit of all their war-time experience on the de- 
sign of complicated aeroplane types. To mention only 
a few points. The introduction of laminated pole pieces 
in place of the solid cast shoes formerly employed has 
greatly improved the low-speed sparking characteris- 
tics of the magneto. At the recent Olympia Show 
machines were to be seen sparking regularly over stan- 
dard three-point 5.5 mm. gaps at a speed of 50 R. P. u. 
The new system of cam construction is another impor- 
tant point. Instead of the cams being separate pieces 
of steel they are now ground out of one piece of steel 
tubing, the two cams and the cam ring being all one 
integral part. The cam shapes are formed on special 
profile grinding machines, and are such as to impart 
a smooth regular motion to the rocker-arm, this being 
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necessary at the high speeds at which modern magnetos 
operate. By this means the flinging and bouncing 
action of the arm is avoided. Again, the ''jump- 
spark distributor is generally considered a great im- 
provement; and so on. Nearly every detail has been 
developed in this manner. 

It has to be remembered that motor cars are made 
for the public, the great majority of whom are not 
engineers or electricians. . What they require in the way 
of ignition apparatus for their cars is something of 
the *' foolproof " and thoroughly reliable order. They 
have been accustomed to magnetos for many years, and 
have been very well satisfied. with them on the whole, in 
spite of the fact that ''swinging " the engine is neces- 
sary for starting with a magneto, and that this is not 
a pleasant occupation with a large engine when it is 
cold and stiff. Again, from the very fact of this swing- 
ing being necessary, back-fires, which the average 
motorist dreads more than anything, are of uncommon 
occurrence, especially with a fixed ignition point which 
cannot, therefore, be unduly advanced. Again the older 
motorist who had some experience of battery ignition 
in the old days of no dynamos and trembler coils has 
a holy horror of this kind of ignition, not having 
realised fully that modern battery systems are an en- 
tirely different proposition. Taking all this into con- 
sideration, and remembering that we are naturally of 
a conservative nature in our habits, ‚1% does not seem 
very likely that the average motorist will be in a hurry 
to throw away his magneto. And what the average 
motorist wants, the average manufacturer has to pro- 
vide, if he wants to sell his cars in normal times. 
Moreover, there are almost innumerable instances where 
there seems little prospect of the magneto being dis- 
placed as a means of ignition, and this field appears 
to be a rapidly increasing one. To mention a few 
which come to mind at once: the farm tractor, which is 
just in its infancy; motor lorries and heavy vehicles 
of all descriptions; motor ’buses and taxicabs; station- 
ary petrol engines for all purposes, and a host. more, 
for all of which the magneto seems pre-eminently fitted 
as a means of ignition. 
the magneto firms need not at once shut up shop: and 
draw down their blinds. pi 


On the other hand, we have the facts that practically all 


cars are now turned out fitted with electric lighting and 


starting sets; that the battery must always be kept in 
working order for these purposes; that this battery can 
be used just as well for ignition in connection with a 
modern closed-circuit system ; that starting with battery 
ignition is very easy, only a very low speed of rotation 
being necessary ; that this is an advantage not only for 
hand-cranking, but also where-electric starters are used ; 
that the spark is equally good over the whole timing 
range, And can be advanced or retarded. as. much as 
desired ; that this gives & very. useful additional control 
over the engine and adds a refinement to the perform- 
ance of an engine which is much appreciated by those 


who know how to use it; that battery ignition is ideal 


for slow running, the spark being at its best at low 
speeds. Using battery ignition we have to remember 
to switch off the current when leaving the car, and to 
retard the timing lever before restarting. These iteme 
can be dealt with automatically by the introduction of 
thermostatic switches and ignition governors, but that 
means bringing in complications, which it is desirable 
to avoid. Now, taking all these facts into considera- 
tion, and bearing in mind that battery ignition has for 
some years been the standard system in the U.S.A., it is 
difficult to believe that it will not be very largely used 
in this country also when its merits become better 
known. Certainly a little more care and attention are 
required than for magneto ignition, which can be prac- 
tically neglected. The battery must be looked after, 
but as that forms an essential part of the lighting and 
starting systems it is not likely to be neglected for long, 
and knowledge about batteries will probably become 
much more general.in this country as in America. The 
extra feeling of control given by the ability to use the 


From this it would appear that 


timing.of the ignition freely is delightful to anyone 
who has an appreciation of mechanical sense, and likes 
to feel that he is getting the best result from his engine 
under all circumstances of speed and load. The con- 
tact-breaker, distributor, and coil of a battery system, 
if properly designed and constructed, are simple, and 
can be made very accessible. The first two are generally 
combined and driven by gearing from the dynamo in 
many modern systems, making one unit with the latter, 
so that only one driving connection to the engine is 
required. 

Mr. Sylvester in his article mentions how the Remy 
system was appreciated in the air services, both in this 
country and abroad, and also mentions the Delco as 
used on the Liberty engine which was installed on the 
seaplane N.C.4 when it crossed the Atlantic. Mr. 
Booth, who has had considerable personal experience of 
a Delco system, gives it a very good character, and in- 
deed his record of 9,000 miles of running spread over 
five years without once using the starting handle is re- 
markable. One point must be remembered. Mr. Booth 
is himself a skilled electrician, and we must not take 
quite for granted that the saine result would have been 
achieved if the system had been in unskilled hands. The 
skilled man may not imagine that he treats his car.any 
differently to another, but all the same there is a differ- 
ence. A few minutes with a screwdriver or file, a toueh 
here, a clean connection there, the battery not neglected, 
&c., may not seem anything out of the way to an engi- 
neer, but the lavman would leave them out, and in the 
long run they might make a considerable difference. 

In case British manufacturers should seem to be 
neglected in these remarks, I should like to quote a 
paragraph from Mr. Booth's article with which I en- 
tirely agree. ''I would prefer to see British industry 
in, the forefront. On the other hand, I have no hesita- 
tion whatever in giving credit where credit is due, even 
though it be to those who are not Britishers, primarily 
in justice, secondarily with a view to encouraging our 
own people to do likewise, if they are unable to do 
better." That is exactly my feeling in the matter. 

British manufacturers have not yet had sufficient time 
to develop battery ignition systems fully, as evidenced 
by the comparatively small display of them at Olympia, 
but there is no reason why they should not excel in this 
line as in the case of magnetos. | os | 

The Remy system must be admitted to be а very good 
example by all who have had experience of jt, and was 
to be seen at Olympia fitted to some high-class cars, 
from the magnificent Lanchester to the little 3-cylinder 
Cosmos, on which, by the way, & particularly neat 
lay-out was provided. In this system simplieitv in 
design has been combined with first-class workmanship. 

Mr., Booth raises many interesting points in his 
timely article, but as these do not all strictly bear on 
the subject of ignition perhaps a discussion of them 
should not be included here. Much has.been written in 
the motoring Press on magneto and coil ignition, but 
the opinions expressed are generally strongly prejudiced 
in favour of one system or the other, and it is difficult 
to find any well-informed and unbiased pronouncement. 
Sa far as the present article is concerned, whatever may 
be. thought of the views expressed, they are at least 
straightforward impressions put forward without ang 
partiality or preference for any particular firm .or 
system. 


a 


Excess Profits Duty.—The Board of Referees has con- 
sidered an application by the River Plate Electricity Co., Ltd., 
for an increase of the statutory percentage as respecimg the 
business of supplying electric light and power in the Argentine 
Republic. The Board has made an order increasing the percentage , 
in the case of any trade or business carried on or owned by a com- 
pany or other body corporate to 9 per cent. with additional 
percentages in the case of other trade or business as specified in the 
order. A similar order made in respeot of the Bogota Telephone 
Co., Ltd. (the business of supplying public telephone servié in the 
Republic of Columbia), іпсгвавев the percentage to 74 per cent., 
with additions in specified cases. | 
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THE ELECTRICAL TRADE OF INDIA. 


WE have already dealt generally with the report by H.M. 
Trade Commissioner in India (Mr. T. M. Ainscough, O.B.E.). 
We desire to repeat our advice that the report should be 
carefully studied, and below we make a few extracts :— 


Competition from the United States is 
becoming particularly keen in electrical 
machinery, mining machinery, steelworks 
plant, oil-crushing and refining machinery, 
machine tools, and miscellaneous engineering supplies for 
industrial purposes. Before the war, British makers had such 
& hold on the trade, largely on account of the fact that 
purchases were usually made in London by the managing 
agents of Indian industrial concerns, and also because British 
engineering practice and standards were preferred, that 
foreign competition made little headway. During the past 
four years, however, orders have had to be placed in the 
United States for immediate requirements, and it is likely 
that the American connections, having once been made. will 
be retained, and we must regard this competition as being 
permanent. So far, very few American manufacturers have 
opened offices in India, but their representatives are very 
active, and buyers are being inundated with catalogues and 
literature of all kinds. Mention should also be made of the 
value to American industry of having American engineers 
at the head of some of the largest industrial ventures in India. 
(A number of instances are given in the Trade Commissioner's 
report.) | 
The effect of the break in the supply of the British product 
wil probably extend for many years, inasmuch as the plea 
will made that, in order to secure homogeneity of plant, 
future extensions should also be obtained from the makers 
of the original machines. The influence of engineers in 
responsible positions is also very great outside the sphere of 
their own works. There were in India, before and during 
the war, no firms of consulting engineers, as this work was 
almost entirely done in London. Consequently, the advice 
and opinion of the chief engineers of successful industrial 
undertakings is eagerly sought by the rulers of native States 
and the promotets of other ventures. The leading British 
industrial firms in Calcutta are also now engaging the services 
of trained British engineers on their etaffs to advise them 
with regard to new plant. and it is to be hoped that more 
British engineers will come out to India in & consulting 
capacity. The openings are very great for specialists of all 
kinds, particularly for highly qualified mechanical and elec- 
trical engineers, with a thorough knowledge and experience 
of modern industrial practice and organisation. 


The leading groups of electrical machi- 
How to nery makers alreadv possess strong local 
Combat it. branches in the leading centres, and there 

| is а thorouchly representative Indian 
Committee of the British Electrical and Allied Manu- 
facturers’ Association in Calcutta. One prominent firm is 
believed to be proposing to erect works in the country. In 
view of increasing American competition. particularly in 
hydro-electric enterprises. makers of suitable plant should 
take steps to strengthen their position. and manufacturers of 
the smaller allied products would be well advised to associate 


American 
Competition. 


themselves for selling purposes with one or other of the. 


principal groups. eo that they may receive the advantages 
of the group's technical knowledge and selling organisation 
on the spot. and also to enable the group to quote for a com- 
plete installation. In view of the considerable developments 
which are taking place in India in the use of water power 
for industrial purposes. many of which are already either 
in progress or projected, it is essential that British makers 
of water turbines. generators, transformers, and all the lesser 
articles which make up a complete nlant, should he strongly 
represented. Verv severe competition will be exnerienred 
from the United States, and it must not be forgotten that 
the engineers of some of the largest hvdro-electric schemes 
in India. who have great influence on the placing of orders, 
are Americans who were formerly in the employ of our prin- 
cipal American competitors. 


Very large extensions are planned for 


Coming iron and steel works plant. bower planta 
Industrial of all kinds. particularly electrical. im- 
Development. proved mining machinery. complete 


. , machine shop eqnipment. and complete 
installations of textile (cotton. woollen. jute, and vossiblv 
milk) mills, flour and paper mills. sugar refineries, oi] pres- 
cing and refining mills, glare works. chemical works, oil-well 
equipment and pipelines. shiphnilding vards. tanneries and 
leather factories, soap works, paint works and cement nlanta, 
not to mention the repaira and renewals and considerable 
extension to public works, railways, and the postal, telegraph, 
and telephone services, 

One point. in particular. should be borne in mind hy the 
British. manufacturer, and thia is the necessity for quoting 
for the supply and erection of a complete plant. 


types. 


In our issue of December 26th, 1919, 
detailed figures were given of India’s im- 
port trade in electrical goods. The follow- 
ing remarks by Mr. Ainscough should be 
read in conjunction with those statistics. 

Philips’s Dutch-made lamps have obtained a firm hold, and 
Japanese lamps of all kinds have entered the market. The 
demand for electric ceiling fans, and to a lesser degree for 
desk fans, 1s increasing rapidly, and will continue to do so. 
American and Italian makes are the best known, best adver- 
tised, and most actively sold fans on the market. There is 
a great opportunity for the British maker in this direction 
if only he will make the goods in strict accordance with the 
wishes of his representatives on the spot. As regards heavy 
cables, British makers, owing to their reputation and excel. 
lent selling organisation in India, are able to hold their own; 
but, in the finer wires for house wiring, the Japanese maker 
has come to stay. As a rule, the Japanese productions are 
not equal to the British makes, but during the war India has 
been only too glad to accept any quality in order to satisfy 
her demands. There is little doubt that we shall regain the 
greater portion of this trade, but there will be keener com- 
petition than before, and Japan will probably retain a great 
portion of the bazaar trade. British standard marks should 
be carefully watched against infringements. A complete 
range of samples of Japanese electrical accessories in 
Indian market, with a full report on them, may be seen by 
interested firms at the Department of Overseas Trade. 


The manufacture of electrical machinery 
such аз dynamos, motors, transformers, 
&c., has not yet been attempted in India 
on account of the difficulty of obtaining 
the requisite material. After experiment it would doubtless 
be possible to produce suitable cast iron, but there is no 
immediate prospect of producing from indigenous sources the 
thin iron core-plates, electrolytic copper wire and sections, 
cotton yarn and tape, and press-spahn. The cotton tape and 
yarn required must be made from fine counts, entailing the 
use of long-staple cotton, and the finished product must be 
entirely free from dressing and of uniform dimensions. This 
has not yet been produced in India. 

A certain amount of switchgear for direct current has been 
manufactured in India during the war, and the results reflect 
great credit upon the firms concerned, the gear comparing 
very favourably with similar imported articles. The difficul- 
ties of manufacture have been great, as, with the exception 
of pig-iron for the castings, recourse has had to be made to 
imported copper sheets, brass bars. &c., and in almost every 
case it has been necessary to utilise such material as was 
obtainable rather than that which would normally have been 
used. All emall pins, screws, nuts, springs, and washers 
have had to be manufactured, either by hand or upon un- 
suitable machinery, and this has resulted in increased cost 
of production and the sacrifice of interchangeability. 

A notable achievement has been the successful production 
of electrical porcelain, the insulators now produced in India 
being in every way equal in quality to the usual imported 
None were made in India before the war, and if the 
existing factory is extended to supply insulators in large 
quantities the imports will be considerably affected. If elec- 
trical porcelain becomes readily available, factories could be 
established for the manufacture of such accessories as ceiling 
roses, tumbler switches, wall plugs, cut-outs, distribution 
fuses, &c., all of which are at present imported. 

All such electrical fittings as watertight lanterns, deck 
fittings. ironclad plugs and sockets. hand-lamps, table lamps. 
plain glass globes, and the like, are now manufactured in 
sufficient quantities to meet the present curtailed demand. 
It is stated that in many cases they are superior to the im- 
ported article, and only in rare instances is there a marked 
infenority. 

No attempt hae been made to produce insulated conductors 
and insulating materials (except porcelain), and the whole 
of the requirements have been met from im vorted stocks. 
The rubber now produced in Southern India, however. ia of 
very high grade, and eminently suitable for electrical pur- 
poses, and there is no insurmonuntable obstacle to be over- 
come for the production in India of all types of insulating 
materials and insulated conductors. | 

Negotiations have been proceeding for some time with a 
large British electrical companv for the erection of works at 
Sakchi for the manufacture of lamps. motora, and the more 
simple tvpes of electrical machinerv. In addition, a pro- 
minent Calcutta firm is etarting a workshon for the manu. 
facture and repair of certain classes of electrical machinery, 


Trend of 
Import Trade. 


Local Electrical 
Manufacture. 


Prompt Return of Railway Wagons Urged.—While it. 


is most important that additional wagons should be placed on the 
railwavs in ‘order to relieve the present congestion which is 
seriously hindering the trade of the country, that is not the only 
wav in which a remedy mav be found. We are sure that tradera 
will give sympathetic consideration to the appeal which ADpeara in 
our advertisement pages to-day in which it is urged that if wagons 
were rapidly unloaded, released. and returned expeditiously, the 
result would be equivalent to getting more trucks on the railways. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week, Corre should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our vossession. 


The New Cable Standards. 


I am obliged to you for inserting my letter in your issue 
of December 26th, and forgive you the printer’s error B 
& G" fo "B & S" gauge. My promotion to the rank 
of captain also occasions ine surprise, but I will not suggest 
that this is premature until a search in the records has been 
made. 
The Institution's acceptance of 1/.044 in. wire for ordinary 
sub-circuits in house wiring will probably occasion a feverish 
demand for this size, which my firm, and presumably others, 
will lay themselves out to meet. Up to now it has ranked 
with 1/20 S.W.G. as little more than an embellishment to 
the list of V.I.R. cables, so that for a week or two the supply 
may not equal the demand. However, we will all do our 


Meantime, there will be шапу wiring firms—and wiremen 
also—who will be shy at using the smaller 0.0015 sq. in. 
cable (1/.044 in.). The extra cost of wiring with the next 
new standard size, .002 sq. in. (3/.029) will be considerable, 
and 1/18 S.W.G. (1/.048), the old friend of the competition 
wiremen, &hould not be forgotten. I predict that 1t will be 
manufactured and used for many years vet in spite of the 
new wire standards. 

The cost of wiring per point with 1/.044 in. will not be 
much less than with 1/.048 in., for there will be no gain 
in the cost of labour, and there is no doubt that the work 
with 1/18 will be better. Incidentally, it is of interest to com- 
pan the cost of 1/.044 inch C.M.A., and that paradoxical cable 
N/A-C.M.A., with that of 1/18 of equal qualities of insulation 
but larger copper section made by non-C.M.A. firms. 

But those who want altogether non- association 1/.044 in. 
for low-priced wiring work shall have it in as large quantitics 
as they desire, now that the J.E.E. has blessed 1%. 


For the 
Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd., 
F. CHARLES RAPHAEL, 
Manager ‘Cable ck Wire Department. 
Ponders End. Middlesex. 
December 31st, 1919. 


In many of the letters you have published recently, the 
most important advantage of the new method of describing 
the size of cable has been overlooked. 

I understand that it is intended that each size shall be 
described by its nominal sectional area in square inches. 
instead of by the number and gauge of the wires, thus 7/20 
will be known as .007 or 19/16 as . 06. 

At present, in calculating cable sizes, it is necessary first 
to decide on the area, and then to translate that area into 
number and gauge of the wires, but with the new lists it is 
only necessary to order cable of a certain sectional area 
urn in the case of .003, which may be either 1/16 or 

Tt is difficult to learn a new way of describing an article 
of everyday use quickly, but I have proved for myself that 
the new method of describing cables by sectional area saves 
a great deal of time and trouble. and I am confident that the 
new system will be a great advantage to the industry. 


| W. Cross, M.I.E.E. 
Jeweastle-on- Tyne. 
December 30th, 1919. 


The ** Lesco " Holder. 


Tesco, Ltd.. have supplied me with a sample of their new 
pattern lampholder. which is certainlv ingenious. I hsve 
called their attention to the fact that the weight is taken 
entirely on two small indentations in the top part of the 
holder. This. I think, would not he safe. if the holder was 

nmng up m a high public building, and supporting. say. 
2 heavy Holophane shade. Something more mechanical than 
two little indentations would be needed to make tbe holder 
entirely safe. This is more important. in that the holder is 
made from light spinnings and not from castings. The 
makers state that in actual use mnch of the weicht is taken 
hi the indentations by the fact that the top nart is a tight 

t. In the sample which T have, however, this is not the 
inni and the weicht is really taken entirelv on the indenta- 

ae My own feeling is that the lampholder would not be 
“le where there jg апу corrosion, such as happens in damp 
atmospheres. 

it would he interesting to have the opinion of other en- 
eineers on the subject 

C. Turnbull. 


Electricity Work, 
North Shields, 
January 5th, 1990. 


The Fuel of the Future. 


With reference to Economy's letter in your last issue, 
in which he reproaches me for not being broad-minded, 
apparently he did not read the opening sentences of The 
Fuel of the Future and the Gas Companies," for it was 
stated therein that it was written because the B. C. G. A. were 
endeavouring to persuade the public that by using gas one 
was utilising the nation’s coal in the most efficient way. The 
way is not closed to Economy to save the remaining 
80 per cent. of the coal heat value by my article; all it has 
done is to show that as electricity is already more efficient 
than fu а saving in the process will make it overwhelmingly 
80. Economy will read his letter carefully he will 
see that he is in complete agreement with me, for in pointing 
out that it is the 80 per cent. waste of heat at the stations 
that must be corrected, he has obviously dropped gas out of 
his calculations. Therefore, if I am not broad-minded, he 
falls into the samo category. 
B. L. Klemens. 


Blackheath, January 6th, 1990. 


REVIEWS. 


Principles and Practice of Electrical Testing. By R. G. Allen, 
B. Sc., A. R. C. Sc. I., A. M. I. E. E. Pp. 363, 286 figs, Lon- 
don: Messrs. Longmans, Green & Co. Price 188. net. 


The title hardly does justice to the scope of this work, since 
several of the earlier, and in many respects the most interest - 
ing, chapters deal with general theory concerning continuous 
and alternating-current circuits. These chapters take the 
form of a mathematical treatment of a series of problems 


und theorems from which much useful information may be 


obtained. 

Coming to the part dealing with testing proper, we firsi 
find the measurement of high, low, and medium resistances 
fully deecribed. Modern direct-reading commercial instru- 
ments are exemplified by an account of the Megger wet 
for insulation testing, though no mention is made of the 
important adaptation of this instrument for the measurement 
of low resistances. Particular attention is paid to the mea- 
surement of insulation resistances of live systems. 

Magnetic measurements with regard to permeability and core 
loss are next fairly completely dealt with, though the double 
yoke method, which permits of permeability tests on straight 
bars (or even on bunches of laminations) by the ballistic 
method, is not described. 

Succeeding chapters deal with the measurement of tem- 
perature rise, inductance, and capacity, and follow usual 
nes. 

A large amount of space is devoted to machine tests, and 
a full account of the methods available for measuring losses, 
efficiency and regulation, and for the determination of the 
various characteristic curves of generators and motors (for 
continuous and alternating currents), of converting plant, 
and of transformers is given. 

An excellent feature of each test is that tables of results 
obtained from typical machines are given for the use of 
readers in furtherance of their studies. With regard to these 
tables an important criticism may perhaps be made, namely, 
that manv of the columns or lines are not suflicientlv labelled, 
only the symbol of the quantity concerned being given. Of 
course, in many cases this will be sufficient to identify both 
the quantitv and the unit, but a much better plan is to label 
clearly each column with the name of the quantity. the 
name of tb. unit, and with the symbol (or formula by which 
the quantity is derived). The possibility of misunderstanding 
is then a ^quately prevented. 

As wi" be gathered from the account already given, the 
book covers n verv wide range of inatter, the most notable 
omission being supply meter testing. 

The diagrams, which have obviously been specially drawn 
for the book, are clear and well reproduced. The work will 
be useful to students of electrical engineering who have com- 
pleted an elementary course, particularly if they have received 
a good mathematical training. 


Water-power in France. — Mention is made of tidal 
power projects in France and of the new French law on water- 
power developments of all kinds. Experiments with & view 
to utilising tidal power are to be made under Government 
auspices їп St. Briac Bay on the north coast of Brittany. The 
new law provides that no one may utilise tidal or other water- 
power without a State concession. Natural and artificial 
waters, canals, rivers, and lakes are included. In order to 
avoid legal work and expenses which would be prohibitive in 
the case of small concerns, the latter are exempted from the 
new law so long ae the maximum power does not exceed 
90 KW. There were in the basin of the Seine in 1910 some 149 
hydro-electric equipments serving village lighting; of these 
36 were from 2 to 10 fl. p.; 43 from 11 to 20 H.P.; 93 from 
21 to 30 E. p.; 13 from 31 to 40 H. p.; and 8 from 41 to 50 R p.— 
Technical Reve w. i | 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Trade with South China.— Those of our readers who are 
interesting themselves in trade with South China will find a long 
account of & visit paid to Swatow, Foochow, and Amoy by 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at Hong-Kong, in the Board of Trade 
Journal for January lst. 


American Foreign Trade.—Mr. J. P. Morgan's company 
has formed the Foreign Commerce Corporation of America, to 
carry on foreign trade. It is proposed to devise new means for 
continuing America's foreign commerce. The new concern will 
probably act in close co-operation with the Foreign Finance Cor- 
poration ; both concerns. says the Zimes Financial Correspondent 
at New York, are backed by tremendous capital resources. They 
„may well be regarded as the vanguard of a systematic invasion of 
the world's foreign trade fields, and particularly those of Europe." 


New Capital Issues of 1919.— Statistics issued by the 
London Joint City and Midland Bank, Ltd.. give the following, 
among other totals, of the new capital issues during the past two 
years, and during the month of December, 1919 :— 


Month of 

Dec., 

1918. 1919. 1919. 
Commercial, industrial. &c. .. 10,8 F. 199 492.591.207 — £11,071,697 
Electric light and power M^ 1.56',760 3.60 1.0 1.909.000 
Iron, coal, steel and engineering .. 15, 513,073 21.635.918 9.315.312 
Telegraphs and telephones .. "n — 5.455. 000 4,555,000 

Tramways aud omnibus M - 133,200 1,449,217 — 

Trade with Japan.—Mr. E. F. Crowe, C.M.G., 


H.M. Commercial Counsellor in Japan, is now in this country, and 
he will shortly make a tour of the provinces for the purpose of 
being interviewed by manufacturers and merchants who desire to 
obtain information to assist them in understanding the Japanese 
market, and in developing their overseas trade. Firms desiring 
to meet Mr. Crowe should communicate with the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 


E.T.U. Members’ Income-Tax.—4At the Westminster 


Police Court on December 31st. according to the Daily Telegraph, 


more than 50 members of the Electrical Trades Union were 
summoned for non-payment of income-tax due on quarterly 
assessments. The men had been employed at the National Aircraft 
Factory, Waddon, near Croydon. Mr. R. T. Rayner, the collector 
for the district, said the whole of the cases has been under the con- 
sideration of the men's Union, and had been the subject of appeal 
to the Commissioners of Inland Revenue. The result was that the 
assessments were confirmed, and amended notices were served 
finally on August 12th. The men claimed as expenses a travelling 
time allowance of 4s. a day, which was paid by the firm each day. 
In addition they were paid 1s. & day travelling expenses. - 

Mr. Lark, solicitor, who appeared for a number of the defendants, 
asked for an adjournment in order that he might consult the 
Somerset House authorities. He hada letter from a superintending 
collector to the effect that the men were not to be assessed upon 
the actual cost of travelling to and from their work. 

Mr. Rayner said the 4s. а day was claimed by the Commissioners 
as money earned. 

The magistrate. Mr. Leycester, adjourned the cases for 21 days. 
go that the men might have evidence that the matter had received 
full consideration. 


A Chinese Trade Bureau.— Тһе British China Trade 
Bureau (Publicity Bureau for South China) has been transferred 
to the Federation of British Industries. The transference of the 
London organisation of the Bureau from its offices in Regent 
House, Regent Street, to the headquarters of the Federation is a 
step in the direction of practical co-operation between manu- 
facturers and merchants. This Bureau was an organisation set on 
font to provide an essential link between the home manufacturer 
and the distributing merchant in China on the one hand, and a 
consuming population of 50 millions of people on the other. It 
was realised that if British enterprise was to make headway 
against the powerful trade propaganda of the Japanese in this 
market, some form of connteracting activity had become necessary 
for British trade. "һе Bureau es'ablished its own organisation 
throughont the fcur provinces of Kwangtung, Kwangsi, Yunnan 
and Kaeichow, with the result that to-day it exercites a oon- 
trolling influence over nearly 100 newspapers published in the 
vernacu:ar. Amongst its other activities it is prepared, free of 
charge or commission, to introduce British manufacturers at home 
to British merchants in Chioa, or vice rersá, The Bureau has in 
its possession a mass of valuable information relating to market 
conditions throughout the regions in which it operates, The new 
direction of its activities in London will be placed under the 
superintendence of Mr. Henry Hobden, who is now in charge of 
the China Section of the Overseas Trade Organisation of the 
Federation, and who was under Sir Arthur Steel-Maitland, in the 
Department of Overseas Trade, where he had charge of the Far 
Eastern Section. 


Copper Prices, — Messrs. F. SMITH & Co. report 
January 6th :—Elestrolytic bars, sheets, wire rods and H.C. wire 
no cbange. 

. Messas. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report January 7th :—Copper 
bars (best selected), sheets and rods, £167, an increase of £1U. 


Auction Sale, — By order of the Disposals Board (Ministry 
of Maunuitions) Measra, Alisop & Co. will sell by auction on 
January li th at Hollywood Lane, Fulham. a quantity of electrical 
fittings, bauding material. xo. See our advertising pages to-day. 


Electric Lamp Charges.—The Middlesex Profiteering 
Appeal Tribunal dismissed an appeal by Messra. Watson, Marsh and 
Co., Ltd., Brondesbury. against an order of the Willesden local 
committee to refund 24d. of 104d. charged for an electric bulb. 
The local committee argued that a reasonable profit would be 
secured by the sale of the bulb at 8d.— The Times. 


Lead.—Messrs. James FORSTER & Co. report under 
date January 3rd :— 

Since our report of December 20th, we have had seven market days with a 
turnover of about 20,900 tons, and an advance of £6 a ton—a record unsur- 
passed both in quantity and values. That speculation has had much to do 
with the position which exists to-day cannot be denied. Without it values 
would not have incre«sed as thev have done, but it is equally true that the 
intrinsic position is such that nothing could have prevented a large increase in 
price. . . The market closes at the top, £46 5s. for April, and £45 17s. 6d. 
for January, and we wish we could think it would not go higher. 

Messes JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report that the price of English 
pig lead on Wednesday, January 7th, had advanced to £49, an 
increase of 50s. for the week. 


A Milan Market.—We are informed by the BRrTISH 
ITALIAN CORPORATION, LTD., of 12, Nicholas Lane, London, Е.С. 4, 
that preparations are being made for holding a Trade Fair in 
Milan, from about April 12th, 1920, for a fortnight. The fair will 
not be an exhibition, a place where each exhibitor seta before the 
public only his best productions, but a market where producers of 
all nationalities can show to the trade, samples of their pro- 
ductions, and where buyers can ascertain in the shortest time and 
with the least trouble what goods are being produced, the terms 
and quantities offered, and the conditions of delivery. The stands 
offered are shops measuring 3:50 x 3'50 metres (about 1143 ft. 
square) floor space, completely enclosed, roofed in and with glass 
fronts, but not furnished. Sixty such stands are reserved for 
British producers and manufacturers. Roofed sheds and outdoor 
open spaces are also offered for machinery and large exhibits. The 
above Corporation has been appointed agent of the Fair Committee 
for the British Empire, and is authorised to deal with applications 
for space, &c. 


British Trade-Mark Applications.— Appended is a 
summary of the recent applications for British trade-marks in 
respect of productions connected with the electrical trades and 
industries :—Thermaglio. No. 392,781. Class 18.—Electric heat- 
ing. cooking, and lighting apparatus. Industrials, Ltd., 55, Effra 
Road, Brixton, S. W., June 27 ch, 1919. 

Pat. No. 393.579. Class 6.—Electrically-operated machine 
tools. W H. Clifford, Baron Clifford of Chudleigh, Madeley Road. 
Ealing, W., July 23rd, 1919. 

Wizard. No. 395,038. Class 8.— Electric batteries, cells, and 
accumulators. Falk. Stadelmann & Co., Ltd., 85-87, Farringdon 
Road, London, E C., September 9th, 1919. : 

Design, comprising small black circle with streak of lightning 
across, No. 393,623. Class 8.—Electric batteries. Siemens Bros. 
aud Co., Ltd., Palace Place Mansions, Kensington Court, London, W. 
July 25th, 1919. 

W. Co., Ltd. (initials of firm embodied in design). No. 392,879. 
Class 50.— Eleotrical fittings, &c., all made of wood). The Woodfyt 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.. 3, Ogle Mews, Upper Marylebone Street, 
London, W., July 2nd, 1919. | 

Automac. No. 396.254. Class 13.—Sparking plugs. Picard, 
Dobson & Co.. Ltd, 536, Claremont Road, Rusholme, Manchester: 
October 20th, 1919. 

Challenge. No. 393,609, Class 13.—Sparking plugs. · The 
Challenge Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 41, Summer Row, Birmingham, 
July 25th, 1919. 

Sparkite. No. 391,283. Class 13.—Vibrators, contacts and 
points for circuit making and breaking devices used on ignition 
systems. K. W. Ignition Co., 2,811, Chester Avenue, Cleveland. 
O., U. S. A., UMay 5th, 1919. | 


Electrical Manufacturing in Indla.—A new company 
has Jate'y been formed in Calcutta with the title of the Electric 
Apparatus Manufacturing Co., with a capital of 500,000 rupees. 


Charge of Theft,—At Leeds West Riding Court, on 
December 30th, Vincent W. T. Bradshaw, of Sunderland, and 
George Elward Pearson, of Farsley, were charged with the theft of 
electric switches and electric cables, to the value of £394, from 
the Barnbow munition works. Bradshaw had been before the 
Court a fortnight previously, when the case was adjourned for 
inqui:ies. Mr. F. J. F. Curtis, on behalf of the Public Prosecutor, 
said Bradshaw had made a voluntary statement, which implicated 
other persons. A further charge of conspiracy was made against 
both defendants, and Pearson was also charged with stealing a 
25-H.P. electric motor, three fuseboards, and & transformer. Mr. 
W. R. Wilson (representing Pearson) a:ked fora further remand 
for & fortnight, and said his colleagues for Bradshaw and the 
Public Prosecutor were agreeable. The Court, therefore, granted 
the further fortnight's remand, Brad-haw being allowed bail in 
E 1.500, and Pearson in £2,000. 


Engineering Exhibition at Olympia.—The Machine 
Tool Trades Association is organising its second International 
Engineering апа Machinery Exhibition to be held at Olympia 
from September tth to 25th. The exhibition of machine tools aud 
small tools is to be restricted to members of the Association, but a 
certain amount of space is still available for other exhibitors. 
Tie offices are at Queen Annes Chambers, Tothill Street, 
Westminster, S. W. I. 
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Coal Mining in India.—Quite a large number of ccm- 
mittees are sitting to consider questions affecting the expansion of 
industries in India. They include committees on coal production, 
and purchase of stores. In the meantime a summary of a report by 
Mr. Trehearne Rees, of Messrs. Forster, Brown & Rees. London, to the 
Secretary of State, on Indian Collieries has been issued at Delhi, 
says Reuter's Trade Service. Mr. Rees states that one-third of the 
coal in Indian coal mines is at present being loat by bad methods 
of mining, while three-quarters of a million tons are lost annually 
by the wasteful power working of collieries. The proposals con- 
tained in the report include the filling in of old workings to enable 
more complete extraction of coal, large organised schemes for 
improving conditions of labour so as to settle non-fluctuating 
labour populations near the mines, central electrio power generation 
on a compulsory non-profit basis, modern coking and utilisation of 
by-products, colliery-owoed sidings and light railways, and 
briquette manufacturing. 


Belgian Electrical Industry.—A special department of 
the Ministry of Industry and Work has been called into being to 
assist the re-establishment of the electrotechnical industry in 
Belgium. It ів styled l'Inspection de l'Industrie, and has published 
details of the former and present status of the electrotechnical in- 
dustry. Before the war, it appears, electrical manufacturing firms 
were 41 in number, employing 8,695 workmen, Most of these firms 
were systematically plundered during the German occupation, and 
especially the larger ones, stocks of raw materials and finished 
goods being alike removed; only the smallest firms in certain 
districta escaped, the Germans apparently being minded to com- 
pensate themselves for our blockade by this method of action. 
The work of reconstitution has consisted, in part, in the recovery, 
where possible, of the machinery carried away, and in part, in the 
acquisition of new plant. The sum of these efforts is such that a 
recovery of 50 p2r cent. of the state before the war has been made, 
. but only half of the workmen are at present employed on pro- 
duction, the rest being engaged in works of restitution. The 
actual recovery for the whole country being thus only about 25 per 
cent. The province most injuriously affected is that of Antwerp, 
that least affected being Brabant, on account of the secondary 
importance of the pre war electrical undertakings there. The staff 
now employed numbers 4,275, and is steadily increasing. According 
to moderate estimates, the works may regain their normal pro- 
ductive capacity within the current year (1919), if no break in 
the supply of raw material, machinery, and labour supervenes. 
The acquisition of new supplies is. however, difficult, and emphasis 
is laid on the hindrance met with in the execution and cost of 
orders placed abroad, and it is considered that allied countries 
should make some sacrifices on behalf of their fellows in Belgium, 
if only for the selfish motive to preserve future access to this 
market. Notwithstanding the enormous difficulties met with in 
fornishing themselves with raw materials, and with the laudable 
de-ire of escaping from German subserviency, the Belgians have 
started six new works—one at Liége for fusible plates and cable 
clips; a glow-lamp factory at Deurne-Sud ; a machine tool works 
at Brussels; a mine-signal works, &c. ; these six works, with those 
previously existing, make a total of 47, which form the subject 
of the Governmental inquiry.— I. Industris Electrique. 


Swedish Electrical and Engineering Trade. — The 
Financier reports that, according to an inquiry that has been set 
on foot by the Electrical Industry Association of Sweden, the 
Swedish electrical industry has made splendid progress during the 
years of war. The combined share capital of Swedish electrical 
industries, which amounted to about 50 million kroner in 1914, has 
at the present moment reached a total of 230 million kroner, The 
total ou' put value of the trade was about 20 million kroner in 1914, 
and would seem to have come to about 100 million kroner in 1918. 
However, it is anticipated that the induatry must he fully prepared 
to meet much keener competition in the near future, both in the 
home and export markets. 

It is reported in the daily Prees that, as the result of trouble in 
Swedish engineering industry, 12 Stockholm factories, and three 
in the provinces. have closed down. It is expected that 16 more 
provincial factories will do likewise. Later reports indicate a large 
extension of indastrial dislocation. 


Electricity Works and Shortage of Plant.—The Elec- 
trical Development Association has been interesting itself in the 
deficiency of plant which is experienced by many undertakings, 
and would like to hear from those who are embarrassed in this way. 


The British Industries Fair at Birmingham.— The 
arrangementa for the British Industries Fair (Bi: ming bam Section), 
to be held at Castle Bromwich Aerodrome, from February 23rd to 
March bth. are approaching completion. The exhibitors number 
650, and 100 000 sq. ft. of space has been taken. Plans for hospi- 
tality and entertainment to overseas buyera bave been made. The 
chief feature will be general hardware and engineering—the latter 
being represented by 200 firms, All classes of brass foundry are to 
be adequately covered, particularly in relation to hot and cold 
Water, gas and electric light fittings, and, in view of the national 
housing achemes, it would appear that manufacturers are paying, 
specia! attention to the claims of builders’ ironmongery. grates, 
£M ranges and stoves, and to electrical radiators and other elec- 
trical appliances in domestic use. The section devoted to 
chandeliers, candelabra, gas fittings, electric light fittings and 
accessories, and lamps of all kinds, including electric pocket lam ps. 
is extremely well covered, and interesting developments are 
Promised by enterprising firms. The tube industries, which 
x i largely for the gas and electric undertakings, promise a big 


French Electrical Companies.—The German A!satiancom- 
pany Elsássischer Kraftwerke has been converted into a French com- 
pany, under the style of the Forces Electriques Alsaciennes. Its. 
headquarters are at Schlestadt, in Alsace, and with a capital of 
1,500,000 marks, it works centrals at Kapeltenmuhlen. Markolsheim 
and Schlestadt. It has lately been engaged in expurgating the 
German members from its board of management. 

The Energie Electrique du Littoral Méditerranien has decided to 
raise its capital from 60,000,000 to 100,000,000 fr., in order to carry 
out sundry extensions and improvements tending to raise its 
capacity to 160,000 H. P., equal to a yearly output of 380,000,000 
KW.-hours. | | 

La Verrerie Scientifique is the style of a company established at 
Paris for the making anu sale of X-ray tubes, and all apparatus of 
precision in glassand quartz. Its capital is 160,000 fr. i 

A company called the Etablissements Alba has been launched 
at Paris whose objects are the manufacture and sale of electro- 
mechanical apparatus. Its capital is 100,000 fr. я 

The Appareillage Electro-Industriel, which recently raised its 
capital to 1.500,000 fr., has now decided to add to its title the 
names Petrier. Tissot et Raybaud.” Ё 

The Société d'Eclairage Electrique des Automobiles, whose offices 
are at Courbevoie, has gone into liquidation. 


£600,000 Thrown Away. — After being closed down for. 
over five months, the Ebbw Vale Steel and Ironworks resumed 
operations on Monday. The works closed down last July, 
following a strike of skilled tradesmen. The stoppage cost the 
company £250,000, and the loss to workmen directly affected was 
another £250,000, in addition to a loss of wages amounting in all 
to about £10v,000 to men who were not directly affected, making 
in all £600,000.— Financier. 

What is a Pint ?—The old Winchester gallon, long ago 
abolished here, is still in use, with its corresponding pints and 
quarts, in the United States of America. The difference (20 per 
cent.) is a handicap to both the British and the American exporter 
of commodities sold by measures of capacity. The Decimal Associa- 
tion wishes to collect sp2cific examples of confusion, difficulty, loss of 
trade, or loss of money arising from this difference, and, in the. 
interests of the British export trade, invites those interested to 
submit such examples to the Secretary, 229-231, Finsbury Pave- 
ment House, London, E.C. 2. | | 


Catalogues and Lists. — CREDENDA ConpuITs Co., 
LTD., Chester Street, Aston, Birmingham. — Illustrated leaflet 
giving prices and descriptions of ''Creda" electric irons and 
kettles. 

AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC FURNACES, LTD., 281-283, Gray's 
Inn Read, W.C. 1.—Leaflet dealing with output and energy con- 
sumption of metal furnace pots for use with Will-Barfield electric 
furnaces. Also Bulletin No. 17, entitled The Location of Harden- 
ing shop Faults.” 

THE ENGINEERING APPLIANCE Co., 22, Cricklewood Laue, N.W .—. 
Leaflet describing the E.A.C. charging panel for accumulator work. 

BRITISH INSULATED AND HELSRY CABLES, LTD., Prescot and 
Helaby.— Catálogo de Cables, 50 pp. A priced and illustrated list,. 
in Spanish, of cables of various types. 

MEssHs. FALK, STADELMANN X Co, LTD., Efesca Electrical 
Works, 83-87, Farringdon Road, Е.С, 1.—Catalogue No. 445 (24 pp.). 
giving illustrations, descriptions, and prices of Efesca” lanterns 
and accessories. 

THE BENJAMIN ELECTRIC, LTD., Brantwood Works, Tariff: 
Road, Tottenham, N. 17.—A card, entitled " A New Year's Resolu- 
tion," advertising the Benjamin reflector. 

TAE CHLOBIDE ELECTRICAL STORAGE Co., LTD., Clifton Junc- 
tion, Manchester.—A 21-page booklet dealing with Exide” and 
“Clifton” portable accumulators and electric hand lamps. Priced 
and illustrated. 

MEssRs. SIEMENS Bros. & Co., LTD., Palace Place Mansions, 
Kensington Court. London, W. 8.— Two battery showcards in 
colour have been issued. Both are available for merchanta and. 
traders on application. The larger one (approximately 18 in. x. 
11 in.) illustrates a selection of Siemena dry cella and batteries 
suitable for beils, telephones, indicators, xc., and gives a view of a 
portion of one of the battery shops at the works at Woolwich. 
The smaller card illustrates various sizes of dry cells for pocket 
lamps, torches, &c., a bird's-eye view of the Woolwich works 
appearing in the centre. 

THE OVERSEAS ENGINEERING Co., LTD., 75, Curtain Road; 
E.C. 1.—List No. 46, an illustrated price-list of National“ motor 
starters. 

Messes. MATTHEWS & YaATEs, Swinton, Manchester.— Lista 
Nos. 2/1, 103/1, and 128, dealing with " Cyclone" air propellers, 
electric blowers and exhausters, and electric vacuum cleaners. 


Canadian Industries Exhibition in London.—An exhi- 
bition. exclusively devoted to Canadian industrial enterprises. is to 
be held in June next in London. It has the support of the 
Canadian Trade Commission, the Canadian Manufacturers’ Associs- 
tion, and the Canadian Mission in London, and its organisation ia 
in the hands of Mr. H. Greville Montgomery. Most of the ground 
floor space at the Royal Agricu.tural Hall has been definitely 
allotted to lead:ng firms. Information can be obtained from the 
offices, 43, Essex Street, Strand, W.C. 2. | 


All-British.—aA British Order in Council requiring that 
managing directors of British companies in China must be of 
British nationality, is reported to have given rise to feeling among 
Americans, аз а number of our companies are managed by them, 
and they will have to leave their positions at 60 daya’ notice, | 
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New Bombay Power Company.— THE Tata POWER Co. 
is the name of & company which has lately been formed in Bombay 
with a capital of 90,000,000 rupees to undertake the supply of elec- 
trical energy for power purposes. 


Book Notices.—Scientific Paper No. 353 of the Bureau of 
Standards: Variation in Direction of Propagation of Long Electro- 
magnetic Waves." The observed direction of radio waves as obtained 
with a direction-finder varies with time when long waves are used, 
such as those from very high power stations. The variations of 
direction are of the order of 90° for very long waves. No such 
large variations are found for short damped waves produced by spark 
apparatus. A method of increasing the sharpness of determina- 
tion of direction has been worked out. A theoretical explana- 
tion of the variations of direction is given, based on the existence 
of media in the earth’s atmoephere capable of reflecting and 
refracting the waves. Washington: Government Printing Office. 
Price 5 cents. 

Scientific Paper No. 354 of the Bureau of Standards : " Principles 
of Radio Transmission and Reception with Antenna and Coil Aerials.“ 
The functioning of the two principal types of radio aerials is worked 
out quantitatively from fundamental electromagnetic theory. 
Experiments have verified the formulas and conclusions presented. 
Formulas for the current received in either antenna or coil aerial 
in terms of current in either type of transmitting aerial are given, 
as well as comparison formulas giving the relative performance of 
antenna and coil aerials under various conditions. The advantages 
of the condenser-type of serial are presented. The theory and 
nature of radiation are discussed, and applied to the elucidation of 
some current fallacies. The basic principles of design of aerials 
are given. Desirable lines of future research are pointed out. The 
use of the coil aerial as a direction-finder, interference preventer, 
reducer of strays, and submarine aerial are not among the subjects 
treated. Washington:; Government Printing Office. Price 10 
cents, 

Scientific Paper No. 351 of the Bureau of Standards : “ The 
Dependence of the Input Impedance of a Three-Electrode Vacuum 
Tube upon the Load in the Plate Circuit.” Because of the 
capacities between the electrodes of a three-electrode vacuum tube, 
the input impedance, which determines the input voltage supplied 
to the grid of the tube by the apparatus in the input circuit, 
depends upon the electrical characteristics of the plate or output 
circuit. In this paper theoretical relations are established which 
permit the input impedance to be calculated when the impedance 
in the plate circuit is known. These relations are also checked by 
experiment. Washington: Government Printing Office. Price 
5 cents. 

"Safety for the Household.” Circular No. 75 of the Bureau of 
Standards, U.S. Department of Commerce. Washington: Govern- 
ment Printing Office. 127 pp. Price 15 cents.—This is a very 
complete '"safety-first" publication, setting forth the necessary 
precautions to be taken in the every-day applications of electricity, 
o. The first half of the book deals with electrical fixtures and 
wiring, and gives in minute detail methods of guarding against 
such accidents as shocks from lighting circuits, burns from 
aros emanating from broken connections, and also warnings as to the 
dangers attending the inexperienced handling of fallen overhead 
wires. The proper voltages of various household circuits are 
given, special attention being paid to private lighting and power 
sets. Direotions for the resuscitation of persons rendered uncon- 
scious by electrical shock are fully set out, the treatment of cases 
of lightning shock receiving separate notice. Following this is a 
section dealing with the use of gas, and giving descriptions of 
most of the usual accidents caused by carelessness in its employ- 
ment, and the precautions necessary to avoid such occurrences, 
Treatment of asphyxiation cases is described very fully. A special 
note is made of the proper use of acetylene gas, with directions for 
the proper and safe storage of calcium carbide. The next section 
is devo to the oauses and prevention of fires ; practically 
every way in which a fire may be started is detailed, and methods 
of prevention are suggested. Hazards arising from the use of 
chemicals then receive notice, and the concluding section is a 
compendium of miscellaneous risks and safeguarding measures 
which are a part of every-day life. The circular is well illustrated 
and indexed for quick reference, 

Scientific Paper No. 355 of the Bureau of Standards: The 
Determination of the Output Characteristics of Electron Tube 
Generators.” Owing to saturation and rectification effects in 
three-electrode vacuum tubes, the currents which they deliver to 
any type of output circuit, when used as a generator, are heavily 
loaded with harmonics. Experimental resulta indicate that the 
frequency of the oscillating currents generated is the natural 
frequency of the output circuit. Hence this circuit behaves as a 
filter in series with the tube and the D.C. power system, and the 
useful output current is approximately sinusoidal, whatever the 
distortion of the tube currents, depending in amplitude solely upon 
the fundamental constituents of the tube currents, General 
expressions are derived for the power and current output in terms 
of static characteristics of the generating tube, and are corroborated 
by experimental results obtained with a particular tube. Wash- 
ington: Government Printing Office. Price 5 cents. 

Colliery Manager's Pocket-Book Almanac and Diary for 1920." 
London: Colliery Guardian Co., Ltd. Price (in cloth) Зв. —Тһія 
is the 51st annual edition of the pocket-book, a fact which almost 
renders further comment superfluous. The book being severely 
practical, the political alarums and excursions of the past year 
find no place in it, but the technical mining progress effected 
during 1919 is surveyed, and this section includes an interesting 
discussion of problems met with in electric shot-firing, which have 
been investigated, The use of underground conveyors in South 


Wales is favourably spoken of, but these appear to be worked by 
compressed air, Abundant statistics are given; we note that 
electric safety lamps in 1917 numbered 146,651, out of a total of 
747,570, while the majority of the flame lamps were lighted elec- 
trically, and more than half the total had magnetic locks. Coal- 
cutters, driven by electricity, numbered 1,739, and by air 2,060; 
but over 16 million tons of mineral were got out by the former, 
and less than 12 millions by the latter. On January 21st, 1918, 
the electrical equipment of British mines aggregated 913,640 H. P., 
mainly underground. An excellent electrical section of 49 pages 
is given, but, curiously enough, we have not been able to discover 
any reference to the coming-into-foroe of the regulations in respect 
of plant installed before June Ist, 1911, on January lat this year. 

"АП About Anthracite: the World's Premier Coal.” By A. L. 
Summers. London: The Technical Publishing Co. Price 7s. 6d. 
net. 

" Treatment of Harmonios in Alternating-Current Theory by 
Means of a Harmonic Algebra." By A. Press. Berkeley : University 
of California Press. Price $1. 

The National Union of Manufacturers (Inc.) has issued a 16-page 
pamphlet giving, alphabetically arranged, names of members 
enrolled between August, 1919, and November, 1919. 


Calendars, &c.— From the CONSOLIDATED PNEUMATIC 
TOOL Co., LTD., 170, Piccadilly, London, W. 1, we have received a 
wall calendar with monthly sheets, which are held down at bottom 
by an elastic holder. Each sheet has a fair-sized illustration of a 
Consolidated tool. 

Messes. Downes & DAVIES, of 1 and 3, Stanley Street, Liver- 
pool, have issued an attractive wall calendar with a study in colour 
of Miss Springtime,” already acknowledged here as the favourite 
petronised by another firm. 

MR. GEORGE ELLISON, of Perry Bar, Birmingham, has issued a 
large wall calendar, with monthly slips below a richly coloured 
study of a woman. Beside the slips are neatly given the addresses, 
phone numbers, &c., of the firm's six branches in this country, and 
at foot the interesting announcement is made that Ellison’s are also 
in evidence at Paris, The Hague, Copenhagen, Moscow, Milan, 
Burgdorf, Johannesburg, Sydney, and Christchurch (N.Z). 

From the HILLBAR Press, of 76, Finsbury Pavement, London, 
E. O. 2, we have received a wall calendar with monthly sheets for 
1920. . 

From the COMMERCIAL ELECTRICAL ACOESSORIES, LTD., of 9, 
Diana Place, Euston Road, London, N.W. 1, we havereceived & very 
serviceable desk blotting pad and calendar, with diary (interleaved 
with blotting) on the left-hand side, while down the right side 
there is a column of dates for the week with an indicator for 
changing daily. Any reader can have one of these pads on 
application to the company. 

Mn. FRED. Н. JENNINGS, of 74, Cinder Bank, Netherton, 
Dudley, sends us an advertising device in the form of a Treasury- 
note wallet. 

From Messrs. W. Н. WiLLCox & Co., LTD., 38, Southwark Street, 
London, S.E.1, we have received a caiendar in their usual style, 
with monthly turnover sheets. 


Touring Exhibitions.—Sir Hamar Greenwood, M. P., 
Secretary to the Department of Overseas Trade, states that 
by way of supplementing the British Industries Fair, the Depart- 
ment is considering the possibility of starting a number of 
“ movable shops” and touring exhibitions abroad in the interests of 
British trade. This is a revival of an idea which was discussed 
a good deal in pre-war years, both for rail and shipping 
exhibition purposes. The proposal is deserving of the fullest 
discussion among the trades, and we shall probably refer to 
the subject more fully later. These travelling exhibitions 
should, in our opinion, be accompanied by kinema sections 
for the display by industrial films of the operations in progress 
in our great engineering, electrical, and other factories where 
articles can be shown in oourse of manufacture, 


Electrical Company’s Claim Against War Office.— 
According to the Morning Advertiser, the hearing of the claims 
made by the International Electrical Co., Ltd., to the War Losses 
Commission for compensation in respect of War Office occupation 
of their premises at Kilburn, from April, 1918, to March, 1919, was 
begun in December. The claims include amounts of £1,350, for 
loss of profits, with an additional claim of £2,300 for the traininy 
of unskilled labour, £3,000 for depreciation, and an item of æ 900 
for re-decoration. The first claim, the loas of profits and the cost of 
training unskilled labour, was dealt with by the Commissioner ( Mr. 
W. F. Hamilton, K.C.) on December 19th. After hearing evidence 
the Commissioner stated that he considered there had been distur- 
bance in the working of the company because of the military 
occupation. He intimated that before making any determination 
as to compensation he must read the whole of the evidence put 
before the Commission on previous occasions, 


The Fixation of Nitrogen,—According to the Financier, 
the Aniline Organisation, composed of most! of the leading German 
chemical factories, has doubled its share capital, which now 
amounts to more than 600 million marks, in order to build new 
factories for the production of nitrogen fertilisers, The process to 
be used is the invention of Prof. Haber. 


Prices Advance.— THE STERLING TELEPHONE AND 
ELECTRIC Co., LTD., have issued notice to the trade to the effect 
that owing to the continued advance in wages and manufacturing 
coats, they have increased the advance on their current cataloguea 
from 333 рег cent. to 50 per cent., subject to certain except ions. 
The advance was to come into force as from 7th inst. A gummed 
slip has been issued for use in current catalogues, | 
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Trade Announcements.— The British Electrical Federa- 
tion and most of its member companies have returned from the 
Manchester Hotel, to 88, Kingsway. As part of the building has 
been retained by the Government, the Federation engineering and 
stores departments will for the present be located at 11-13, 
Southampton Row, while the Electrical and Industrial Investment 
Co., and other finance companies will be at 4, Broad Street 
Place, EC. 

Тнк В.Е. Co. (oF LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM), LTD., have altered 
their telegraphic address to Ubbecolita.“ Cannon, London. 

MESSRS. FINLAYSON & FRASER have commenced business as 
electricians at 11, Warden Street, Dingwall. 

Мв. WALTER Т. KEETLEY, who is taking up the post of 
engineer and manager to the City Service Garage, Ltd., automo- 
bile and electrical engineers, Smith’s Bank Chambers, Market 
Place, Derby, wishes to receive price lists. 


The Great War Exhibition at the Crystal Palace.— . 


The Crystal Palace is to re-open in May this year with the Great 
War Exhibition. We are informed that there are 50,000 sq. ft. of 
exhibiting space unappropriated on the ground floor (garden side), 
which has been reserved for an engineering and electrical 
exhibition. Manufacturers should communicate with the General 
Manager, Crystal Palace, S.E., if they are interested in the matter. 


Liquidations and  Dissolutions.—Nxw Sr. HELENS 
AND DisTRIOT Tramways Co. LTD.—Winding:up voluntarily. 
Liquidators, Messrs. H. P. Conibear and E. H. Edwardes. Meeting 
of creditors at 5, Fenwick Street, Liverpool, January 16th. 

D. HuLETT & Co.,.LTD.—4À meeting of creditors was called for 
January 7th, at 1, Walbrook, E.C. 4. 

CRAMPS PATENT REVERSIBLE TURBINE, LTD.—A meeting will 
be held on February 2nd, at 5, Copthall Buildings, E.C., to hear an 
account of the winding-up from the liquidator, Mr. F. W. Seel. 

PNEUMATIC TOOL Co. LTD.—A meeting is called for February 
6th, at Egyptian House, Piccadilly, London, to hear an account of 
the winding up from the liquidator. Mr. H. L. Williams. 

OULTON Broan ELECTRICITY Co., Ltp.—Meeting called for 
February 23rd, at Suffolk Chambers, Lowestoft, to hear an account 
of the winding up from the liquidator, Mr. A. Garratt. 

В. T. PEMBERTON & Co., electrical engineers, 8, Church Street, 
Birmingham.—Mr. B. T. Pemberton and Mr. E. Marples have 
dissolved partnership. Mr. Pemberton will attend to debts. 

PAYNE, BUSSEY AND SABBERTON, motor, electrical and general 
‘engineers, and irenméeunders, Palace Street and St. Martin-at- 
Palace Plain, Norwich. —Mesars. С. R. Bussey, F. A. P. Payne and 
A. Bussey have dissolved partnership. Messrs. C. R. and A. Bussey 
will attend to debts. : 

JESSE ROPER & Co., plumbers and electricians, 82, Park Street, 
Peel Green, Patricroft, Lancaster. —Messrs. J. Roper and T. Grundy 
have dissolved partnership. Mr. J. Roper will attend to debts. 


Unions Fraternising.— As а result of a Conference with 
the Parliamentary Committee of the Trade Union Congress last 
week, an agreement was reached between the National Association 
of Theatrical Employés and the Electrical Trades Union in regard 
to a dispute between the two organisations. The Electrical Trades 
Union set out to organise electricians in theatres and operators in 
kinemas, and the Theatrical Employés’ Association questioned its 
right to do so. Each Union has now agreed to recognise the 
other's membership card in the industry.— The Times. 


Italian Company.—For the manufacture of and trade in 
magnets and other electrical apparatus, the Fabbrica Italiana 


Magneti Marelli has been formed at Milan, with a capital of 
7,000,000 lire. | 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Accrington.— SALARIES. — The remuneration of three 
superintendents and four shift engineers has been considered. 
Their present salaries are :—Superintendenta, with war bonus, &c., 
£217; senior shift engineer, with war bonus, £248 ; other shift 
engineers, with war bonus, £235. The following revised rates are 
now recommended :—Superintendents, £330 ; senior shift engineer, 
£232 ; other shift engineers, £264. 

EXTENSIONS.—The electrical engineer has been instructed to 
prepare a scheme of mains extensions calculated to meet demands 
for some years ahead. 


Aldershot.— SUPPLY FArLURE.—Owing to a failure in 
the electricity supply, part of the town was in darkness for several 
hours on Monday evening. 


Bagenalstown (Ireland).— ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.— А 
number of local traders have combined to provide an electric 
supply scheme for their premises. The power station is to be 
erected on the banks of the canal. 


Barnstaple.—IwxPRovkwENTS IN SuPPLy.—In order to 
place the electricity undertaking on a proper footing, and to 
provide sufficient reserve for breakdowns, the Town Council 
considers it necessary to expend £14,000, as well as a further amount 
of £1,000 for mains, 


Birmingham, — SroRAGE-BATTERY INSTALLATION.—In 
order to cope with the increased demands upon the generating 
plant, which have necessitated the imposition of many restrictions, 
the City Council is taking steps to install a storage battery 
in the Water Street station. The estimated cost, based upon 


quotations by various firms. plus 10 per cent. to allow for con- 
tingencics, is £78,300. The cost of the battery alone will be 
853,488. 


Blaina,—Devay IN LIGHTING ScHEME.—It was stated, at 
a meeting of the Urban District Council, that the lighting scheme 
was held up in consequence of the failure of Messrs. Lancaster's 
Steam Collieries Co. to reply to the Council's letter regarding the 
purchase of a bulk supply. The Council has decided to appoint a 
deputation to meet the company, 


Bolivia, — DEVELOPMENT OF WATER PowkR.—The British 
Ewport Gazette states that a Bill is before the Bolivian Chamber of 
Deputies for the development of the Republio's water resources, 
and that a British engineer has been giving advice during the 
drafting of the Bill. If this British expert's suggestions were 
carried out, the hydro-electric development of Bolivia would centre 
round La Paz, Tres Cruces, and. Colquechaca. At La Paz it would 
be used for the Corocoro copper mines, and for lighting, cooking, 
and heating in the capital itself, & good market thereby being 
created for materials and appliances of all kinds. Indeed, it is 
proposed that a depot should be established for accessories at La 
Paz. In the other cases, the principal aim would be the develop- 
ment of mining. Altogether, the initial cost of the three 
installations is estimated at about £2,000,000, but in addition to 
this there would be much other machinery and accessories required, 
and, considering the scheme has been formulated in accordance 
with British ideas, a very large proportion of the plant and 
material required should be supplied by United Kingdom firma. 


Canada.—TURBO-GENERATOR TROUBLES.—In a letter 
to the Electrical World, Mr. J. W. Lightbody, of Calgary, states 
that much trouble has been experienced in Western Canada 
through the faulty insulation of the rotor windings, no fewer than 
five turbo-generators, totalling 10,000 KW., having been put out of 
commission recently by this defect. These machines are mostly of 
foreign manufacture, and the makers’ drawings show that the in- 
sulating materials employed are fuller board and presspahn, which 
have proved inefficient for this class of work. The defective 
insulation causes a short-circuit of high resistance in part of the 
generator rotor-field, which sets up vibration. Later, several 
turbine-blades are stripped, and the vibration gradually increases 
until it reaches such a point that it becomes necessary to shut 
down the machine. In large power plants this short-circuiting, 
and the consequent high induced voltages, are guarded against by 
the use of electrolytic cells in parallel with the field windings, and 
Mr. Lightbody considers that this idea should be applied to 
smaller generators, as in the latter there is less room for properly 
insulated coils. 

WiNNIPEG PowER SCHEME.— Six seta of 28,000 H.P. each are 
being erected at Du Bonnet Falls on the Winnipeg River, 75 miles 
north of the city. The cost of this city plant is estimated as being 
between £1,200,000 and 4 1,400, 000. A chain of stations will 
eventually be constructed on this river with a total output of over 
half-a-million horse-power. The Du Bonnet plant will be the 
largest link in the chain. 


Castlewellan (Co. Down).—PRick INcREASE.—O wing 
to the increased cost of labour, &c., it has been decided to raise 
charges for lighting and power by 20 per cent., bringing the cost 
up to 18. per unit. 


Chester, — ELECTRICITY CHARGES. — The Electricity 
Committee has examined an approximate statement of accounts for 
the half-year ended September 29th, 1919, and recommends that, aa 
the present charges appear to be satisfactory, no increase be made 
during the current financial period. 


Chile.—The Santiago Press has recently published some 
particulars on the authority of one of the directors of the 
Compania Nacional de Fuerza Electrica, of that compeny's pro- 
gramme of power generation. The first scheme to be proceeded 
with is & 30,000-H.P. station to be erected at Maitenes del rio 
Colorado (branch of the Maipo), near Rantiago. Power will be 
transmitted thence to Valparaiso, and later to Rancagua. As soon 
88 the electrification of the railway from Valparaiso to Santiago is 
definitely decided upon, the new company hopes to obtain the 
contract for the supply of electricity. 


Chlna.— WATER PowER.—If the provisional plans for 
the utilisation of the water powers of the Yangtze River materialise, 
British electrical engineers may be able to secure some important 
contracts. On the assumption that the flow of the river varies 
between 75,000 cb. ft. per second at low water and over 10 times that 
amount during the average flood, it is estimated that a total of 
31,000,000 R. P. could be obtained, The scheme includes the con- 
struction of seven dams to maintain the river at flood level, and the 
estimated cost of the whole scheme is £8,260,000. 


Continental. — ItaLy.— The Consiglio Superiore delle 
Acque (Water Board) has approved of the important scheme of 
the commune of Tivoli, associated with third parties, for the 
development of the waters of the River Ariene. Some 700,000 R. P. 
of electrical energy will be produced, and the work will be taken 
in hand forthwith. The scheme is expected to have great influence 
on the industrial expansion of districts around Rome. 

There has been formed at Milan the Elettrica Internationale, 
with a capital of 2,000,000 lire, for the supply of electricity in 
bulk. 

Società Anonima Idro-elettrioa del Sovio is the style of a com- 
pany formed at Milan, with a capital of 200,000 lire, for the 
construction and working of electric plant, 
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- According to data collected by the /talia Elettrica, the power in 
kilowatts of electrical plant at work in Italy to-day totals 1,189,679. 
This is generated to the extent of 815,864 KW. by hydro-electric 
plant, and 373,815 kw. by steam and other plant. To these 
figures is to be added the plant existing in Venezia Tridentina and 
Giulia and in Dalmatia, amounting to a further 117,116 KW., 
generated for the most part by hydro-electric plant. This makes а 
grand total of 1,307,095 KW., produced by almost three-quarters 
of the water power under utilisation. The methods and extent of 
production vary greatly in each region. Lombardy takes the 
first place with 332,090 kw., of which 239,164 is generated by 
water plant and 59,926 by steam. Piedmont comes second with 
292,069 Kw. of which 258,591 is supplied by hydro-electric works 
and 33,178 by steam. These figures show that the use of water as 
a source of energy is greater in Piedmont than in Lombardy, but 
the latter makes a greater use of steam. The planta in Liguria, 
Veneto, Tuscany, Umbria, and Lazio are likewise not inconsider- 
&ble. Central Italy,on the other hand, is poor in electrical energy. 
The Basilicata has stations of & total capacity of only.683 KW., 
Calabria a little over 5,000, and Puglia 8,000 kw. Sicily and 
Sardinia have only à modest production of energy, being limited as 
to the former to 27,022 kw., and as to the latter to 7,837 Kw. 
Sardinia and Puglia share the peculiarity of being theonly districta 
in Italy without hydro-electric plant. Of the new provinoes of 
Italy, the wealthiest in electrical energy is the Trentino, which haa 
water plant to the extent of 51,010 Kw. and steam of 600 KW. ; 
Venezia Giulia has water plant of 5,605 KW. and steam of 11,896 ; 
Dalmatia has no steam plant, but possesses one conspicuous hydro- 
electric station of a capacity equal to 48,905 Kw. These figures refer 
exclusively to plant at work. For better estimation of Italian pro- 
duction of electric power there should be set forth the works which 
are under construction in almost every part of the peninsula, and 
more especial those using water for generation purposes. 
Following the essential modifications introduced in the regulations 
controlling public waters, and the simplification of the procedure 
for securing concessions, & large number of new concessions 
have been granted. and the plant in question must shortly com- 
menoe working. Moreover, the recent provisions establishing & 
State subsidy in favour of the generation by water of electrical 
energy, albeit modest in amount, cannot fail to act as a spur tothe 
creation of new undertekings. On the other hand, a larger output 
of native coal may be utilised for the erection of fresh steam 
plant. 

Fifteen years ago Tuscany possessed no large transmission lines. 
Small coal generating stations provided energy for lighting to the 
largest cities only. In 1903 about 9,000,000 Kw.-hours were dis- 
tributed with about 330 km. of line. In 1918 Tuscany possessed 
6,000 km. of high and low-tension lines, fed by 10 big new stations 
of an aggregate power of over 60,000 KW., and distributed 
200,000,000 Kw.-hours, serving 1,300,000 electric lamps and 12,000 
motors. In the western half of Tuscany the current is water 
generated from the rivers Serchio and Lima, supplemented in the 
dry season by current from coal or oil-using stations. In the 
eastern half the energy is principally supplied from a station situated 
on the river Nera, 200 km. from Florence, and by lignite-fired 
boiler stations. Two other noteworthy stations are those at 
Larderello and Orentano, the latter using peat-gas for generating 
power. A number of minor installations utilise smaller water 
sources for the service of sundry localities. — Ingegneria Italiana, 

in consequence of the increase in costs generally, and as an 
outcome of representations made by leading electric companies, the 
Italian Government has issued a Decree authorising the raising of 
the charges to consumers taking up to 100 Kw. by 26 per cent., 
and to communes and State Departments taking up to 1,000 kw. by 
15 per cent. Above 1,000 Kw. the increase will be 10 per cent. 
The increase is to run for five years. Another law accords a 
subsidy of 10 lire per H.P. to new installations begun since January 
lst, to continue for 15 years after entrance into working of the 
plant. New transmission lines having a preasure above 2,000 volta 
are also granted subsidies for 15 years, as follows :—Lines having 
a weight of copper above 1,000 kg. per km., 0°16 lire per kg. of 
copper used ; from 500 up to 1 ,000 kg., 0°20 lire ; below and up to 
500 kg., 0 25 lire. Where métal electrically equivalent to copper is 
employed, the same subsidies apply. Like subsidies are also 
accorded to energy at 2,000 volts taken for use in agriculture or 
irrigation, while other and smaller subsidies are granted to minor 
agricultural operations, 

RUMANTA.— With a view to utilising the water power which 
the country possesses, the Rumanian Government has established 
a department for the electrification of the railway network, the 
first section to be undertaken being that from Brassow to Sibin. 
Before carrying out the works, however, a special commission is to 
go abroad and examine existing installations. 

SwEpps.—Among the new companies recently formed in Sweden 
in connection with the utilisation of water power and the distri- 
bution of electrical energy are the Hede Elektriska Aktiebolag, 
Heda ; the Pjätteryd Hofs Elektriska Kraft Aktiebolag, Vaxjo ; and 
the Rosviks Elektriska Kraft Aktiebolag, of Rosvik. 

FRANCE.—The coal shortage continues to occupy the serious 
attention ef. the Government and public authorities in France. 
Some days ago the Est Lumiore power company, which supplies 
the eastern suburbs of Paris, suspended its supply. It has now 
resumed operations, but the supply is strictly rationed, so that each 
district in turn has a lightless day." The power station at Vitry, 
which serves a large part of the suburbs, was shut down for two 
days last week, with the result that a series of tramway services 
were temporarily suspended. In order to economise electricity 
and coal the Paris Prefect of Police forbade the traditional 
Réveillon for New Years Eve in cafés and restaurants. The 
Municipal „Council is to reduce illumination in the main avenues 


and streets between the hours of.4 and 7 p.m. It is 
bable tha “Summer time” will be introduced on February let, 
and remain in force till October Ist, by which an estimated saving 
of from 80 to 100 million francs will be offected, largely in the 
cost of lighting. Power stations are being charged 270 fr. (811 at 
normal rate of exchange) per ton for coal, which in Great Britain 
costs only 158. per ton. 

A company has been formed, under the title of the Eclairage 
Electrique Légional, with a capital of 500,000 fr. Its objects 
include the distribution of power to the communes of Pertuis 
(Vaucluse), La Tour d'Aigues, Cucuron, and Ansouis. 

SPAIN.—USE OF WATER Power —Recently published statistics 
show that the number of hydro-electric plants developing over 
800 H. P. іп 1918 was 85, producing the equivalent of 403,046 H. P. 
Installations of from 300 to 800 H.P. numbered БО, developing 
23,890 H.P. There were 103 smaller undertakings, with an 
output of 11,394 H.P., making a grand total of 438,330 H. P., 
which is an appreciable advance upon the previous year's figure— 
384,297 H.P. Only 14 per cent. of Catalonia’s water resources have 
been utilised up to the present. Works under oonstruction will 
make use of a further 11 per cent, leaving 765 per oent. 
unexploited. | 

BELGIUM.—COMBINED POWER ScHEMES.—La Société Inter- 
communale Belge d'Electricité has completed plans for the 
establishment of a large central electricity generating station on 
she banks of the River Sambre, to meet the increasing demands 
for current for lighting and power purposes, which is being 
experienced by the Société d'Electricité du Bassin de Charleroi, and 
the Société d'Electricité du Bassin du Borinage. The scheme 
includes the taking-over by the Intercommunale Co. of the 
existing generating stations of the Charleroi and Borinage 
undertakings. 


Dalton.— PowER SuPPLY.—A Provisional Committee 
has been formed for the Furness and South Cumberland district, 
to consider proposals for a central power supply. 

The Dalton authorities have issued a circular for the purpose of 
ascertaining the number of possible consumers in that town. The 
prices are expected to be from 5d. to 8d. per unit for lighting, 14d. 
to 3d. per unit for power, and 14d. to 2d. for heating and cooking. 


Darwen. — Power SuPPLY.—Darwen Corporation ія 
negotiating with the Lancashire Electric Power Co. for a supply of 
electricity. It has been decided to supply current to the Walpamur 
Works for motive power. The Corporation has also approved of 
application being made to the Ministry of Health for sanction to 
borrow £27,695 for electricity purposes. 


Dundalk, — INcRkAsED CHARGES. — The Electricity 
Committee has recommended the following charges, as from 
January lst :—Lighting : Private supply, 10d. per unit, subject to 
Board of Trade approval; contract supply, to be increased by 20 
per cent.; artisans’ dwellings, raised to 7d. per lamp per week. 
Power: Up to 250 unita per quarter, 6d. per unit; from 250 to 
500, 44d. per unit; from 600 to 1,000, 4d. ; from 1,000 to 2,000, 
34d. ; from 2,500 to 5,000, 3d. ; from 5,000 to 10,000, 2$d. per unit. 
The charges for heating and cooking will be raised by d. per unit, 
and the contract price per lamp from £3 to £3 10s. per annum. It 
is proposed to ask prospective consumers to guarantee a minimum 
payment before making the connections. 


Dutch East Indies.—JAv4.—According to the latest 

estimates, the water power available for generating purposes is at 
least 54 million H.P. and the Chief Engineer of the Government 
Department of Water- -power and Electricity advocates greater State 
developments, in order to supply cheaper power, electrify rail- 
ways, and to aid irrigation by the installation of electric pumping 
plants. 


1 


Glasgow.—INCREASING DEMANDS.—It is stated that the 
total output of the Glasgow power stations during the five years of 
war was greater than that for the 21 years immediately preoeding. 
During the year ended Мау 3186, 1919, 170 million units were 
generated. The number of consumers increased during the year 
by 4,580 to & total of 40,680. The annual coal consumption is 
300,000 tons. The two main stations are running with an over- 
load during the winter months, but it is expected to have the new 
station at Dalmarnock in commission shortly. 


Ilford. —DEFICIENCY.—As the Urban District Couneil 
has declined to accede to the request of the Government auditor 
to charge & deficit on the electricity account upon the rates, he 
has disallowed an item of £10,261. The Council has appealed 
against this decision. 


Japan.— New TURBO-GENERATORS.—T wo Westinghouse 
25, 000-K w. steam turbo-generators are being erected for the Osaka 
Electric Light Co., and will complete the largest steam-driven 
electrical installation in the Far East. The Osaka Co. installed 
three 3,000-Kw, turbo-units in 1908, two more in 1910, two 5,000-K W. 
units in 1911, and by the addition of the units now being installed. 
the total capacity of the station will become 100,000 Н.Р. The 
company supplies a lighting load and also power to tramways, steel 
works, shipyards, copper refining plant, paper mille, electro- 
chemical plant, and other industries, 

Токто EXTENSIONS.—The Electric Light Co. has decided to 
erect an additional power station on the Hiver Sagami. This will 
bring the total capacity of the company's undertaking up to more 
than 10,000 KW. 
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The Town Council has under consideration 
an electric light scheme for the town. 


Maidstone, — EXTENSIONS. — The Town Council has 
applied for a loan of £32,000 for work necessary to supply energy 
for the paper mills of Townsend, Hook & Co., of Snodland ; and 
for a further aum of £1,095 for a high-tension cable for the 
extension to Tovil. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—COLLIERY ELECTRIFICATION.— 
Many new schemes are in progress in the Newcastle Electric 
Supply Co.'s area for electrifying collieries, The Seaton Delaval 
Coal Co. is putting down plant in five pits for main winding, 
pumping, ventilating, and hauling. The Wallsend and Hebburn 
Coal Co. is replacing a steam winder by electrical machinery, and 
is also adopting electric battery locomotives and road vehicles in 
place of the present steam system. The Stella Coal Co. has devided 
to install electrical machinery in its Claravale Colliery, chiefly for 
pumping purposes. Many other concerns are extending their use 
of power, and the Newcastle Electric Supply Co. is making wide 
extensions to meet the growing demand, including a 20-mile long, 
20,000-volt transmission line. 

Peterborough.—Loan.—The City Council has decided to 
apply to the Minister of Transport for sanction to borrow £40,000 
for the provision of a 1,000-KW. generating. plant, and for other 
purposes connected with the undertaking. 


Rotherham.— YEAR’s WoRKING.—The borough elec- 
trical engineer reports that the total income for the year ended 
March 31st, 1919, was £108,873, and expenditure £88,359, a gross 
profit of £20,514. The balance carried to the appropriation 
account, after payment of loan interest, &c., was £2,514. The 
total amount of energy sold was 24,623,978 units, the bulk of 
which (21,744,409 units) was supplied for power purposes, 


Salford. — Dock  ExTENSIONS. — In connection with 
further dock extensions, it is stated that the Manchester Ship 
Canal Co. intends having additional electrical installations put down. 


Price lacreases.—PARLIAMENTABRY BiLL.—Seven elec- 
tric supply companies are promoting a Bill next session to enable 
them to exceed the present maximum charges. The undertakings 
concerned are :—Edmundson’s Electricity Corporation, Ltd.; the 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd.; the Twickenham and Teddington Urban 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd.; the Penzance and District Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd. ; the Ramsgate and District Electric Supply Co., 
Ltd. ; the Ilfracombe Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd. ; and the 
Camborne Electricity Supply Co., Ltd. The Bill proposes to 
ensure a dividend of at least 6 per cent. to shareholders per 
annum by increasing the maximum charge to 1s. 2d. per unit. 


Southend.— DIESEL ENGINES.—Four sets of Diesel oil 
engines, removed from German submarines, have been purchased 
for use in the electricity works. 


Spalding.—SuPPLy CompaNy.—A private company pro- 
poses to establish electricity works in the town. The Urban 
District Council was in poasession of a provisional order for this 
purpose, but the time limit has been passed. 


Stalybrldge.— PRO POSED ComBINATION.—Acting upon a 
suggestion recently made by Sir John Snell, the Stalybrid:re, 
Hyde, Mossley, and Dukinfield Tramways and Electricity Board 
haa appointed a Sub-Committee to confer with a Sub-Committee of 
the Ashton-under-Lyne Corporation upon the question of forming 
a Joint Electricity Authority under the Electricity Supply Act. 
It is agreed that the interests of both parties would be better served 
by a supply of power from one atation. 


Stone (Staffs.),—ExrEN8ION oF Time Liwrr.—The 
Board of Trade has granted an extension of three months from 
January 8th tothe Stone Gas and Electricity Co., in which to 
carry out the statutory powers with regard to electricity supply. 


Todmorden.— Price IncREASE.—The scale of charges has 
deen altered as follows :—Lighting—Scale B (maximum demand) 
for the first 100 hours of the maximum demand per quarter, 7d. 
per unit; for all units above, 33d. per unit, plus 35 per cent.; 
scale C (double tariff), between 4.30 p.m. and 10.30 p.m., 7d. per 
unit, all other units, 31d., plus 35 per cent. Heating and cooking 
Scale D (flat rate), 2d. per unit, plus 40 per cent. Domestic 
uses —Scale E, 15 per cent. of the rateable value, and a charge of 


. 4. per unit, plus 50 per cent. for all units used. Power— Scales F. 


and G, present prices to be inoreased by 100 per cent. on July, 1914, 
rates, General—Scales B, C, and D, to be subject to à minimum 
charge of 2s, 6d. for each quarter; scale F to a minimum charge 
of 4s. per Н.Р. of demand per annum ; scale G to be subject to a 
minimum charge of £1 per annum. Contracts, prices to be 100 per 
cent, above 1914 rates. 

Loays.—Sanction has been received to borrow a further £960 
for an electricity sub-station. Application is to be made for power to 
borrow a further £500 for electric lighting services. 


Torquay,.—Nzw Power Өснкмк.—Тһе cost of the 

South Devonshire supply scheme, referred to in our issue of 

mber 26th, 1919, is estimated at £300,000 by the Torquay 

Tramway Co.'s manager, but a representative of a private company 
it will cost £400,000 for the generating station alone. 


Walsall, —ExTENsIONS.—O wing to the greatly increased 
Consumers’ demands, the Town Council finds it necessary to proceed 
With its extension schemes at the earliest possible moment. In 


November, 1918, the maximum load was 8,926 xw., since when 
additional connections, amounting to 1,393 KW., have been made. 
Outstanding applications will add a further 8,714 Kw., and so it is 
impossible to wait fora fall in plant costs before proceeding with 


the work. 


York.— Hypro-Evectriciry.—The Corporation’s scheme 
for hydro-electric works at Linton Dock has been received with 
satisfaction by the Ministry of Health, but the Minister intimates 
that he proposes to defer sanctioning loans until the Council has 
submitted revised estimates based on tenders provisionally accepted. 
It is proposed to substitute underground cables for the overhead 
cables originally proposed, from York to Linton. N 

PROPOSED SuB-COMMITTEES.—The Electricity and Tramway 
Committee has recommended the formation of several Sub-Com- 
mittees to deal with different branches of the electrical under- 
takiogs. It is proposed to appoint a Traffic Sub-Committee to 
attend to all questions relating to the tramways from the public's 
point of view ; a Development and Extensions Sub-Committee 
which will also deal with charges to consumers; an Advisory 
Sub-Committee which will settle labour questions, working hours, 
wages, and conditions. Finally, a Works Sub-Committee is 
suggested, whose functions will be to attend to all matters relating 
to the power station, car-shed, mains, sub-stations, and water- 
power, The arrangements for the supply of energy in bulk will 
be in the hands of a Bulk Consumers’ Sub-Committee. | 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Barrow, — Tramway  PuRCHASE.— The Ministry of 
Transport has sanctioned the borrowing of £107,750 by the Town 
Council to enable the latter to purchase the Barrow tramway 
undertaking. A sum of £96,250 has accordingly been paid to the 
Tramway Co., which relinquished control ss from January Ist. The 
loan period is the maximum permitted by the Tramways Act— 
30 years—and the Ministry has stipulated that in addition to a 
sinking fund for repayment of the loan, an adequate renewals fund 
must be maintained. New cars will be obtained as soon as possible, 
to relieve the present overcrowding. The Tramways Committee 
has recommended that the practice of granting passes and reduced 
fare facilities to certain officials by the former company, be dis- 
continued, only the staff on duty being permitted free journeys. 
The staff will number 124, and the question of salaries and wages 
is being looked into. 


Blackpool.— TRAMROAD PuncHASE.— One of the largest 
transactions the Corporation has engaged in was completed on New 
Year's Eve, when over £240,000 was paid by the borough treasurer 
in respect of the purchase by the Corporation of the Blackpool and 
Fleetwood tramroad underteking, which was handed over to the 
Corporation on that day. 


Bradford.—ELECTRIO PARCEL Vans.—The Ministry of 
Transport has asked for details of working costs. &c., of the vans 
which have been in use by the Corporation for some years. These 
vans are railless trolley vehicles with the addition of storage 
batteries, which make it possible to employ them on roads not 
served by overhead wires. It is claimed for these vans that they 
are the cheapest form of road transport evolved, but their use is 
limited to a certain extent by the fact that tramway systems are 
not sufficiently developed in most small towns. 


Belfast. — YEAR's WORKING. — As а result of fare 
increases, the tramway undertaking has proved financially satis- 
factory. The total revenue for the year ended March 31st, 1919, 
was £406,300, as against £355,056 in the previous year. The total 
working expenses amounted to £257,162, leaving a gross profit of 
£149,137. After deduction of loan interest, income tar, and 
other fixed charges, the result was a net profit of £29,231. It is 
stated that the track is in a bad state, and also that overcrowding 
on the cars has reached a dangerous point. Fifty new cars 
were ordered last year, but delivery is not expected for some 
months. 

Continental, —ITALY.— ELECTRIFICATION OF RAILWAYS. 
—The electrification of the Leghorn Railway will probably be 
accomplished in 10 years, as it has been decided that the use of 
low-grade fuels (turf and lignite) for supply is quite possible. The 
Società delle Torbiere d'Italia is constructing а 10,000-Kw. station 
capable of an output of 40,000,000 Kw.-hours per annum. Peat 
from the Massaciuccoli basin is to be utilised in this station, which 
has as its main object the supply of current for the State railways. 
It is intended to electrify the Roma-Sulmona-Castellammare line 
a distance of 210 km. For this project a plant of 4,000-Kw. 
capacity will be required, with an average employment of 3,000 
hours per annum, . 

FRANCE.—The river Seine continues to rise, and. owing to the 
floods, 1t tramway routes from the centre of Paris have been 
suspended. Many factories have had to close for the same reason. 

The electric power station at Jury is flooded, resulting in the 

stoppage of all tramway-cars to the south-eastern districts. 
The Paris Municipal Council refuses to allow advertisements on 
tramcars and omnibuses, although it was estimated that this would 
bring in £20,000 annually, on the ground that, although this was 
done in London, Paris must preserve its originality.—Zhe Times, 
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Enfield.—Raitway ELEOTRIFICATION.—-In a letter to the 
Edmonton District Council, the G.E.R. Co. states that it is hoped 
the electrifigation of the Enfield branch line from Liverpool 
Street station will be completed shortly. 


liford4.— ELECTRIC VEHICLES. — For. the collection of 


house refuse the Urban District Council is to purchase six electric- 
battery vehicles, at a cost of £1,325 each. 


Jamalca.— KINGSTON STRIKE.—The tramway employés 
-have acceded to the Governor's request to have their claims investi- 


gated by a Conciliation Board and to return to work pending the 
Board's decision. 


Japan. — Tokio UNbERGROUND RAILWAV. — The 
“ Tokio City Со.” has been formed, with a capital of 50,000,000 yen 
(about £5,000,000), for the purpose of constructing an underground 
elvot rio railway. The formation of the company has been officially 
sanctioned, and it is expected that the firat section, with a length 
of nine miles, will be completed in three years. 


Lancashire.—FARE INCREASES.— The South Lancashire 
Tramways Co, whose system covers many industrial areas, 
increased the fares, by permission of the Board of Trade, on New 
Year's Day. Penny fares have been abolished, the minimum now 
being three halfpence, whilst other stages have been advanced on 
an average 25 per cent. 


London. — PRoposep Елве INCREASES. — The Under- 
ground Railway companies are seeking power to raise their 
charges to travellers. The new Bill proposes to abolish “ work- 
men's" tickets and to increase the maximum charge per mile to 
4d. first-class, and 2d. for inferior classes. If passed, the measure 
will double the rates laid down in the Cheap Trains Act," of 
1888. Parcel ratesare also to be raised. The Metropolitan Electric 
Tramways, Ltd., has deposited & Bill for introduction next session 
to enable it to raise the fare charged on routes in Middleset, 
London, and Hertford, to a sum not exceeding 2d. per mile, and also 
to make the minimum single charge not leas than 2d. 

Additional alterations in stopping places for tramoars and 
omnibuses, which have been recommended by the Advisory Com- 
mittee, for the relief of traffic congestion, and have received the 
approval of the Ministry of Transport, came into effect on Monday. 

It is announced that Mr. S. B. Joel has purchased, on behalf of 
the firm of Barnato Bros., the entire interest of Messrs. Speyer 
Bros. in the Underground Electric Railway Corporation. The 
share capital of the Underground Co., the controlling company in 
the combine, is £5,000.000, and it is estimated that one million 
represents the Speyer interest. Another million is held in the 
U.S. A., and the remaining three millions among British investors 
and small holders in France, Holland, and Germany. ' 

TRACK SIGNAULING.—On Saturday night last the substitution 
of the electrically-operated track cirouit system of signalling in 
place of the former manually-operated system was commenced on 
the South-Eastern and Chatham Railway line from Victoria. 

During the rush hour on Monday morning a breakdown on the 
Bakerloo Tube Railway near the Elephant and Castle, caused about 
20 minutes’ delay. | 


Newcastie.—RalLWay ELECTRIFICATION.—The N.E.R. 
Со. is contemplating fresh schemes for extending the electrification 
of lines in the Newcastle area. These include the main line 
between York and Newcastle, a distance of 80 miles, and also 31 
miles of loop-line from Northallerton to Ferryhill, ria Stockton. 


Nottingham.—The Minister of Transport has confirmed 
the Nottingham Colwick Estates Light Railway Order, 1919 
(authorising the construction of a light railway in the parish of 
Colwick and rural district of Basford, in the County of Notting- 
ham), made by the Light Railway Commissioners. 


Yorkshire.—TRamway INDUSTRIAL CoUNCIL.—Repre- 
sentatives of employers and employés of the chief tramway under- 
takings in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, and North Derbyshire have 


been elected to form a Joint Industrial Council. | 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Brazil,—The Telephone Co., Rio Grandense, of Porto 
Alegre, has secured a loan of 2,000 cantos to cancel its floating 
debt and improve its lines and offices. The loan is contracted by 
an issue of 13,500 bonds of 200,000 reis’ nominal value each, with 
eight per cent. annual interest and two per cent. annual amorti- 
sation. 


Chile.—The Chile Telephone Co., Ltd., an English com- 


pany, secured a concession for 10 years in 1904 to lay an under- 
ground telephone service in various cities of the Republic, which 
concession was extended for another 10 years in 1911. According to 
the Sociedad de Fomento Fabril, the company has not carried out 
its obligations, and has taken up an arbitrary attitude towards 
individual complainants. The Sociedad in consequence has drafted 
a memorial, for presentation to the Government, praying for the 
nationalisation of the service, as also of that of electric light 
and power supply. 


r 


Denmark.—At midnight on December 31st, a strike of 
telephone operators began throughout the country. An emergenoy 
service was to be set up with Government telephones, connections 
being made with the hospitals, police, and fire brigades. This 
service was to be linked up with foreign cables. In the year 
1917-18 there were 385,130,817 telephone conversations, or 131 
conversations for every man, woman and child in the oountry. 


Germany.—Telephonic communication between Denmark 
and Germany has been temporarily completely interrupted by 
snow and frost, while only one telegraph line to Berlin is working 
at present. The Lyngby wireless station is also temporarily out 
of action. 


Mexico. During the past year 15 new telegraph offices 


were opened for public use. The number of messages sent and 


received totalled 12,102,286. "There were 1,879 km. of new lines 
constructed, 11,398 km. of lines repeired, and 4,753 km. of damaged 
line corrected. The extent of the telegraph system of the 
Republic at the present time is 87,117 km. During the year 76 
permits were granted for the construction of private telephone 
lines.—7. & T. Age. 


Nicaragua.—The Director General of Telegraphs and 
Telephones has ordered the construction of a line from Managua to 
Matagalpa ria Boaco. 


Post Office Engineers.—O wing to the inadequacy of 
the pay and prospects offered to qualified draughtsmen in the 
engineering department of the Post Office, especially es eompared 
with the remuneration in the outeide world, as many as 21 resig- 
nations out of a total staff of 260 have occurred during the past 
18 months, and many others are meditating taking a similar step. 
In view of the altered conditions and the superior attractions 
outside, the whole scheme of civil service salaries is in need of 
revision. Otherwise the State will only attract the dregs to its 
service—a very serious outlook.— Daily Telegraph. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the par. indicates 
the issus of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in whio “ Oficial 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen.—January 31st. Electricity Committee. Two 
water-tube boilers, with superheaters, economisers, steel chimney 
and accessories. (See this issue.) 


Bray.— January 30th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Works. One 200-B.H.P. Diesel engine, direct coupled to a 
135-K.V.A. single-phase alternator and exciter. (See this issue.) 


Australia.—SyYDNEY.—February 18th. One electrically- 
controlled tower clock and four dials, for Sydney sub-station. 
Chief Electrical Engineer's Office, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney. 

PERTH, W. A. — February 10th. P.M.G.’s Department. 310 
acoumulators (schedule W.A.647.) (December 19th.) 


. Barnes.—January 20th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department. Supply of water-tube boilers, economisers, 
draught plant, turbo-alternators, condensers, air and circulating 
pumps, transformers and rotary converters. (December 12th.) 


Barking. — Urban District Council. Second-hand air 
compressor (electric or steam). (January 2nd.) . 


Battersea. — January 218. Borough Council. One 
5,000-k w. turbo-alternator, with condensing plant; опе 1,500-Kw. 
rotary converter ; pipework for the 5,000-kw. turbo-alternator ; 
switchgear for the 5,000-Kw. turbo-alternator and 1,500-k w. rotary 
converter. (January 2nd.) 


Belgium.—January 17th. Belgian Post and Telegraph 
Authorities, La Salle Madeleine, Brussels. Telegraph and telephone 
cables. | i 


Bradford.—January 28th. Corporation. Two electric 
battery locomotives. (December 26th.) 


Chile.—March 15th. Comision de Puertos, Santiago. 
Electrical machinery (power and lighting) for the Port ot Valparaiso. 
Comision de Puertos, Santiago, Chile. Copies of the specifloations 
can be seen at the Chilean Legation, 94, Gracechurch Street, London, 
between 3 and 5 p.m. - 


Cavan.—January 12th. Electric Light & Power Со. 
Suction gas engine and plant; alternative tender for duplicates, 
electric generator and motor booster; alternative tender for dupli- 
cate, generator, electric storage battery, D.C. switchboard. (Dec- 
oember 26th.) 


Dundee. — January 23rd. Corporation. Electricity 
Department. Three 750-K w. converter sets; one 300- Kw. ditto ; 
11,000 v., E.H.T. switchboard ; two 750.кж., D.C. control panels ; 
one 300-KW. ditto, (December 19th.) 
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Halifax. January 5th. Electricity Department. Supply 
of stores (including lighting fittings and electrical accessories, 
cables, meters, &o.), from February Ist, 1920, to March 31st 1921. 


(December 19th.) 


Ilford.—January 27th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department. One 1,000-Kw. converting plant, cooling 
tower, motor-driven air compressor, L.T. cables. (Ses this issue.) 


Kingston-upon-Hull.— January 23rd. Electricity Com- 


mittee. One 10,000-Kw. turbo-alternator, with exciter, and one 


condenser outfit complete. (January 2nd.) 


London.— IsLINGTON.— January 28th. Electricity Com- 
mittee. Stores, including cables, meters, electric lamps, &c., for 12 
months. (December 19th.). 

FULHAM. — January 18th. Electricity Committee. Manu- 
facture, delivery and laying, complete, duct, E.H.T. cable, &o., 
between the generating stations of Fulham and Hammersmith. 
(December 19th.) ° 

HAMMERSMITH.—January 20th. Electricity Department. Wiring 
schemes for small property, boiler setting and furnace work, &c. 
(Seo notices in this issue.) 

STEPNEY. — January 22nd. Electricity Supply Committee. 
Two water-tube boilers, chimneys, economisers, &c., and one 
5,000-K w. turbo-alternator, with condenser, accessories and switch- 
gear. (Deoember 19th.) 

CAMBERWELL.—February 2nd. Borough Council 12 months 
maintenanoe of the private telephones and electric bells at the 
Town Hall. Mr. F. J. Slater, Borough Engineer, Town Hall, 
Camberwell, S.E. 


Manchester.—January 14th. Electricity Committee. One 
9-ton electric lorry (specification No. 23); one 10/15-cwt. electric 
van (specification No. 24). (December 26th.) : 


Pontypridd. —January 30th. Urban District Council. 


d 
Electricity Department. Rotary converter, transformer and 
switchgear. (See this issue.) 


Tynemonth.— January 12th. Electricity Department. 
Ten 350-K.V.a. transformers. (December 19th.) 


Venezuela.—June 30th. The Government Gazette of 
Venezuela publishes a decree inviting tenders for the installation of 
a wireless telegraphic station near Caracas. (See this column for 
January 2nd.) 


York.—January 20th. Electricity Committee. Tenders 
for the carrying-out of a hydro-electric scheme at Linton Look. 
(See this issue.) 


CLOSED. 
Accrington.—Corporation :— 


For vori on the electricity works cooling towers, £2,500.—Peter Brotherhood, 


Birmingham. Electricity Supply Committee, Recom- 
mended. Storage-battery installation at Water Street power station : 


Battery, £58,488.—Tudor Accumulator Co., Ltd. 

Boosters, £9,002.—English Electric Co., Ltd. | 
Switchgear, £1,676.—Bertram Thomas, 

Cabies and racks, £8,772.—Callender’s Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. 
Estimated cost of building, £8,250. 


Blackpool,— Wiring the new Regent Picture House and 
the new Bryn Tivy Boarding House. Myles & MoCaffery. 


Bory.—The Corporation has placed contracts with the 
undermentioned firms in connection with the pulveriser :— 


Electric motor.—Electrical Construction Co. 
Cables.—W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 


Leyton,— Electricity Committee. Recommended :— 
k.k. r. switchgear, £874.—A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd. 


New Zealand, — AUCKLAND. — The City Council has 
recently placed the following contracts for electrical material :— 
CABLE. 


Bection 1.—High and low-tension cable :— 
A. & T. Burt, Ltd., Auckland (manufacturers: Siemens Bros.).—£21,644. 
Section 2.—(a) Triple-braided overhead cable :— 


A. D. Riley & Co., Auckland (manufacturers: Western Electric Co.).— 
£1,844; (b) rubber cable. — Richardson, McCabe & Co., Wellington 
(manufacturers: Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd), 22,227. 

Transformers, switchgear and oil filter.—National Electric & Engineering 
пиш Auckland (manufacturers: General Electric Co., U. S. A.), 
9°0 ironbark dressed poles.—Redpath & Sons, Auckland, £2,760. 

12 юл Vimman Kills & Co., Auckland, £18 10s. per ton (subject to 
exchange.) 

8,950 straight-stem insulators ; 800 shackles.—Redpath & Sons, £485. 


Todmorden. — Electricity Committee: 


Tank-lowering devices, discriminating gear, and three additional panels,— 
New Switchgear Construction Cu. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Electro-Harmonic Society.—Friday, January 9th. At 8 p.m. Holborn 
Restaurant. Smoking Concert. (See % М№овев.") 

Junior Institution of Engineers.—Friday, January 9th. At 89, Victoria 
Street. A 120 p.m. Paper on Goods Handling and Control," hy Mr. 


C. H. W | 
Friday, January 16th. chairman's address. '' Meteorology and Engin- 


eering," by Mr. B. E. Dunbar-Kilburn. 
hem and District Electric Cinb.—Saturday, January J0th. At 
the Grand Hotel. At 7 p.m. Presidential address by Mr. Н. W. Wolton. 
imstitution of Electrical E rs (North-Midland Centre).—Tuesday, 
January 18th. At the Hotel Metropole, Leeds. At 1 ү: Paper on 
" Large Power Transformers," by Mesars. A. G. Ellis and J. L. Thompson. 

(North-Eastern Centre.) Monday, January lith. At the Armstrong 
College, Newcastle. At 7.15 p.m. Paper on ‘Scientific Management," by 
Capt. J. M. Scott- Maxwell. 

(North-Western Centre).—Tuesday, January 18th. At the Engineers’ 
Club, Manchester. Ordinary meeting. 

(Scottish Centre.)—Tuesday, January 18th. At Princes Street Station 
Hotel, Edinburgh. At 7 p.m. Paper on The Electrical Power Supply in 
the War Zone," by Major T. Rich. 

(South-Midland Centre).—Thursdsy, January 15th. At the University! 
Birmingham. At 7 p.m. Joint meeting with Midland Junior Gas Associa 
поп. Discussion on “The Uses of Gas and Electricity for Heating and 

ower.” 

(Wireless Section).— Wednesday, January 14th. At the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, Gt. George Street, S.W. Аё 6 p.m. Paper on Wireless 
Direction and Position Finding,” by Capt. H. J. Round. 

(Students’ Section).—Friday, January 16th. At the City and Guilds 
College, South Kensington. At ee: Paper on The Development of 
Automatic Telephony," by Mr. J. H. Reyner. 


Royal . of Great Britaln.— Tuesday, January 18th. At Albemarle 
. m. 


Street, t3p. Lecture on Modern Development of the Miner's 
Safety Lamp, by Bir John Cadman. 
Friday January 16th. At 9 p. m. Low-temperature Studies,“ by Prof. 


Sir James Dewar, R. S. 

Institution of Civil Eagineers.—Tuesday, January 18th. At Gt. George 
Street, 8. W. At 5.80 p.m. Papers on Whitby, Blyth and Sunderland 
Harbours. | 

tion of Engineers - in- Charge. — Wednesday, January Mth. At 
Bt. Bride’s Institute, Bride Lane, Е.С. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on ‘‘ Currency, 
Finance and Industrial Trading," by Mr. T. E. Gregory. 

of Technical Engineers (North-Eastern District). Wedn 7 
January l4th. At the mubsoription Library, Fawcett Street, Sunderland. 


At 7 p. m. Mass meeting. 
Friday, January l6th. At the Corporation Hotel, Middlesbrough. 


At 7 p.n. Mass meeting. 

Faraday Society.— Wednesday, January 14th. At Burlington House, Picoa- 
dilly, W. 1. Symposium and general discussion оп “ The Microscope : 
Its Design, Construction and Application." Exhibition, 2.80 to 4.15 p.m. ; 
Discussion, 4.15 to 6.30 and 8.15 to 10.15 p.m. 

Chemical Society. —Thursday, January 15th. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
W. AtSp.m. Ordinary scientific meeting. 

Belfast Association of Engineers. — Thursday, January 16th. At the 
тео Institute. At 7.46 p.m. Paper on Ship Riveting,” by Mr. A. J. 

wis. 

Paisley Association of Engineers.—Friday, January 16th. At the Technica! 
College, George Street. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on Electricity and Matter,“ 
by Mr. A. McLean. 


NOTES. 


Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution.—MovEMENT 
АТ GLASdow.— We understand that a very strong Advisory Com- 
mittee has been formed in Glasgow, thanks to Mr. W. W. Lackie, 
the city electrical engineer, to deal with matters affecting the 
E.T.B.I. in Glasgow and district. The committee, which is now at 
work, comprises the following :—-Dr. Magnus MacLean (chairman), 
Mr. W. Roxburgh (hon. secretary), and Measrs. F. Anslow, С. L. 
Black, A. 8. Hampton, W. W. Lackie, Alex. Lindsay, R. В. Mitchell, 
Arch. Page, J. 8. Nicholson, J. E. Sayers, Р. J. Sims, E. J. 
Skinner, and Joseph Taylor. In taking the initiative in this 
matter, Mr. Lackie has followed the example set by Mr. Hobbs, in 
Cardiff, which produced admirable results, The Advisory Com- 
mittees will assist the Institution by reporting on local cases 
requiring assistance and by obtaining contributions, organising 
concerts, &c., to assist the funds. 


Educational.— IMPERIAL. COLLEGE, Lonpon.—In The 
Times of December 318, there appeared a long letter signed by 22 
professors of the Imperial College of Science and Technology, 
advocating the claim of the College to acquire the right to grant 
its own degrees in science and engineering independently of the 
University lof London, on the grounds that the existing system 
involved waste of effort on the part of the students, that non- 
matriculated students were debarred from the degrees of the 
University, and that the Imperial College was entitled to rank as 
on a University plane, In Zhe Times for January 2nd, Prof. 
Humberstone opposed the proposal, which he regarded as 
calculated to weaken the University. 


British Oil.—The well at Hardstoft is flowing at an 
average rate of 2,000 gallons a week ; pumping machinery has not 
been installed. At the present rate of output the yield falls far 
short a remunerative value. At the other wells no oil has been 
met with. 


Electrically-welded Ships.—The first electrically-welded 
ship to be built in French yards has been launched at Caen: the 
vessel will serve as a floating workshop for the Société de la 
Soudure Electrique Francaise, and is 20 metres long, 4 metres beam, 
and 2:3 metres draught. It will be electrically equipped, and 
driven by a 35-H.P, motor. 
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A.C. Telegraphy.—The experimental section of the 
French Post Office has installed plant at the Brest telegraph office 
to use alternating current to supply the telegraphic apparatus. and 
thus avoid the use of accumulators. The installation has given such 
antisfactory service that it is proposed to apply it in the main 
telegraph centres. The alternating supply is taken from three- 
phase mains through a star-star bank of transformers. On the 
secondary side the current is rectified by a mercury vapour 
rectifier with three cathodes. A buffer battery is connected 
between the neutral point of the secondary windings of the trans- 
former and the cathode of the rectifier. Between the battery and 
the rectifier, an automatic switch disconnects the rectifier leads if 
the current changes ita direction owing to drop of voltage across 
the rectifier terminalas, and reconnects the rectifer to the battery 
when the voltage rises again. Daring the period of disconnection 
the Morse, Hughes, and Baudot telegraphic apparatus is supplied 
by the buffer battery alone. A red lamp signals this state of 
affairs, and if it will last for a prolonged period, a reserve 
battery of cells is brought into use, This battery is always kept 
ready for use, but the cella are kept dry until an emergency arises. 
In order that the arc of the mercury vapour rectifier may not 
bedome extinguished when the call for D.C. falls below the 
minimum value that will maintain the arc, a permanent shunt 
taking from 1°56 to 2 amperes, is connected between the cathode 
&nd the neutral point of the transformers. Normally the battery 
voltage is slightly lower than the rectifier voltage, so that the 
battery does not discharge, but is slowly charged. If a motor 
generator set were used to replace the local batteries of the Baudot 
sets, it could be driven by a D.C. motor connected to the buffer 
battery. This would simplify the above-mentioned arrangement 
by rendering the permanent shunt unnecessary, and it would 
render.current reversal impossible and enable the automatic switch 
to be dispensed with.— Technical Reriew. 


Washing Machines: Shortage of Materials.— The 
manufacturers of washing machines in the U.S. A. produced no less 
than 500,000 during 1919, representing a sale of £10,000,000. It 
igs doubtful if this output will be exceeded, or even maintained 
during 1920, owing to the shortage of the neceasary parts which 
are manufactured by separate concerns. The three chief itema in 
washing-machine production are copper and tin sheets, wringers 
and wringer rolls and motors. The metal sheet manufacturers 
have not yet got back into their normal position, but it is con- 


sidered a matter of a few weeks only. Wringer-roll manufacturers 


are not increasing their capacity, as they consider that the makers 
of tre washing machines will soon produce their own rollers, and 
thus leave the roller makers with a good deal of practically useless 
plant on their hands. The total annual small motor output of the 
U. S. A. is about 1,500,000, and thus a third is required for the 
washing machine trade. Motors are, therefore, difficult to obtain, 
and prices are still increasing. The demand for electric washers 
still exceeds the present rate of manufacture, 4 


The Electro-Harmonic Soclety.—At the smoking concert 
which will Ъз held at the Holborn Restaurant, in the Venetian 
Chamber, to-night, at 8 p.m., Mr. L. L. Robinson will take the 
chair. The artistes will be: — Mr. Bernard Collins, tenor; Mr. 
Thomas Howell, baritone; Mr. George Gower, banjoist; Mr. Will 
Edwards, humorist; Mr. Foden Williams, humorist; Mr. Thomas 
Sidney, entertainer at the piano; Mr. Bernard Flanders, A.R.A.M., 
pianoforte solo and accompanist. 


Winter Thunder.— The statements about the extreme 
rarity in this country of thunderstorms during the winter months 
are disproved by the fact that out of the first 28 days of December, 
lightning without thunder was reported on three days, and thunder 
and lightning on as many as 12 days, so that the atmosphere was 
electrically charged on at least 15 days. On the 4th ult. a 
number of places in England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland 
experienced a storm ; and on the 19th ult., lightning alone was 
equally widely distributed. It was laid down long ago that 
thunderstorms could not occur northward of the latitude of 
Shetland, but this conclusion has been proved to be erroneous by the 
numerous instances of Arctic thunderstorms that have been 
collected and published, showing that they occur all round thc 
polar region up to about latitude 80 deg. When it is remembered 
that the number of travellers in the inhospitable regions of the 
Far North has been, very small, the frequency of the thunder- 
storms they have reported is surprisingly large. 


Persian Progress. — According to The Times, Swiss 
technicians are being enlisted by the Persian Government for 
employment on the State railways, telephones, and telegraphs. 


Science and International Relations, — The Paris 
correspondent of the Morning Post states that the question whether 
Allied scientists should renew relations with their German 
colleagues, has again been raised in Paris. The overwhelming 
majority of leading men appear to be firmly resolved that, for the 
present at any rate, they will have nothing to do with German 
scientists, or even with German воіепсе. 

M. Emi'e Picard, the permanent secretary of the Academy of 
Science, in the course of an interview, said :—Uatil the scientists 
belonging to enemy countries manifest in an efficacious manner a 
new mentality, and until they repudiate all sympathy for those 
things which raised the indignation of the civilised world (the 
most shocking of which was the manifesto issued by the 93") it 
will be impossible for French scientists to renew personal relations 
with them. We shall continue to hold the belief that science with - 
out conscience is merely the ruin of the soul. 


' Prosecution andor the Сеа! Mines Act.— Aooording to 


а Sheffield paper. a miner, named Woodcock, has been summoned . 


at the Barnsley West Riding Police Court, for two breaohes of the 
Coal Mines Act in the Stanhope Silkstone Colliery by relighting 


his safety lamp with the electrical apparatus, which should only 


be used by authorised persons, and by breaking the padlocks of the 
apparatus. Defendant admitted relighting his lamp, but said he 
found the apparatus unlocked. The Chairman said defendant had 
committed a very serious offence and had jeopardised not only 
his own life. but the lives of his fellow workers. 
would be inflicted in each case. 


Fatalltles.—An inquest was held at Lofthouse, Nidderdale, 
last week, with respect to the death of an electric crane driver 
named Richard Hubbard (54), who had lost his life through coming 
into contact witha live wire at the Angrau transformer house ip 
connection with the Bradford waterworks. The voltage was about 
2.300. and death was instantaneous. The man had no authority to 
interfere with the high-tension switchboard, but persisted in doing 
so after being told to kegp off when something had gone' wrong. 
A verdict of Accidentally electrocuted " was returned. 

An inquest was held at Gateshead, on Monday, respecting the 
death of William Hewitson (49), a cokeyard labourer lately 
employed at the Marley Hill By-Products Works. Joseph Dryden, 
who started work with deceased at 10 o'clock on New Year's night, 
said they began to empty a truck near the pug-mill, which was 
driven by electricity. Half-an-hour later deceased said he was 
going to start the mill, and proceeded to the motor-house for the 
purpose of switching on the current. The pug-mill started, but 
after revolving four or five times, stopped. Witness went to the 
motor-house, and found decessed lying dead on the floor clear of the 
machinery. Dr. Smith said there were small scar burns on the 
lower part of the abdomen, and he could not see how they could 
have been caused except by electricity. Mr. W. Diamond, works 
manager, declared his conviction that death was not due to electric 
shock received in the motor-house, as the clothes of deceased were 
not burned, nor were his hands. The energy could not have 
passed through his clothes without burning them. The Deputy 
Coroner entered a verdict That death was due to shock, but that 
there was no evidenoe to prove whether it was eleotrical or 
otherwise." . 


A Joint Electricity Authority for Bristol and District.— 
A meeting of electrical undertakers and County Councils within a 
radius of about 30 miles of Bristol was convened by the Lord 
Mayor of Bristol, and held at the Council House, Bristol. on 
January 2nd, to consider the propriety of promoting a joint elec- 
tricity authority under the provisions of the Electricity (Supply) 
Act, 1919. R»presentatives from the following undertakings were 
present :—Bristol, Swindon, Stroud, Cirencester, Chippenham, 
Melksham, Trowbridge, Bradford-on-Avon, Keynsham, Chepstow, 
Gloucester, Frome, Weston-super-Mare, Cheltenham, Wedmore and 
Bath, and the County Councils of Gloucestershire, Somersetshire 
and Monmouthshire. The Lord Mayor of Bristol presided. and at 
his request, Mr. Н. Faraday Proctor (Bristol Electricity Depart- 
ment) explained the provisions of the Act and the scheme which 
had been tentatively outlined. Considerable discussion took place, 
and it was ultimately resolved that the councils of the counties, 
cities and boroughs and other local authorities. and the boards of 
directors of companies, except as regards the County Councile, 
authorised undertakers operating within the limita of the proposed 
district, be requ-sted to pass resolutions agreeing to the formation 
of & joint electricity authority under the Act, and to forming part 
of such authority. and in the саве of local authorities to authorise 
their electricity committees to take such steps as may be necessary 
to carry out the arrangements, including the appointment of 
representatives on the joint electricity authority. It was further 
resolved that the authorised undertakers and others affected be 
requested to pass resolutions agreeing to contribute towards the 
preliminary expenses оп а pro rata basis with other authorities, 
based on the number of units sold within their respective supply 
areas as per the Jast annual statement of acoounts. An organising 
committee was appointed to prepare a draft scheme for submission 
to a future meeting. The following members compose this com- 
mittee :—Alderman G. Pearson and Mr. H. Faraday Proctor (Bristol), 
the Town Clerk of Cheltenham, Mr. F. H. Corson. city electrical 
engineer, Gloucester, Mr. E. T. Gardom, clerk to the Gloucester County 
Council, Mr F. Teague, city electrical engineer, Bath, the county 
surveyor of Somerset, and the electrical engineer of Swindon. 


Appointments Vacant.—Fitter driver, for the Shoreditch 
Borough Council Electricity Department; overhead lineman 
(828. 2d.), for the Preston Corporation Tramways Department; 
telegraph inspectora (£250 rising to £300 + £120), for the 
Government of Nigeria; shift engineer (888.), for the Radcliffe 
Urban District Council Electricity Department; laboratory 
attendant (603. to 80s.), for the Electrical Engineering and Physical 
Laboratories of the Sunderland Technical College ; assistant mains 
engineers (350 taels per month), and assistant installation engineers 
(230 taels per month), for the Shanghai Municipal Council Elec 
tricity Department (the present rate of exchange for a tael is 7s. 9d., 
but this is abnormal); assistant lecturer and demonstrator 10 
electrical engineering (£300), for the University of Shefficld Faculty 
of Engineering; electrical engineer for the Holmforth Urbin 
District Council Electricity Department ; meter room superintendent 
for the Sunderland Corporation Electricity Department, See our 
advertisement pages to-day. 


Inquiry.—Makers of the “Tank” dry cell are 
asked for. B "E 


A fine of 30s. ` 


D 
- cU 
гй Ж 


дда ST T— —. FTI I C M EX —— —— TE SER ERED, 


Vol 86. No. 3,198, JANUARY 9, 1920.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 58 


— — — — —— ——ñä—ç ü ——. — ͤ ͤ—.ꝝĩ.ę. —t:— .—.T.—. . — —— 


Electricity in Mines.—REGULATIONS.—The General 
Regulations. Part III, Eleotricity (Section 60), July 10th. 1913, 
governing the use of electrical power in mines, have reached the 
time limit set in paragraph 137 (^). The latter paragraph directs 
that all regulations immediately preceding it are to become 
applicable to electrical apparatus in use prior to June lat, 1911, 
on January Ist, 1920. J hese regulations relate only to under- 
ground apparatus except where overhead gear may directly affect 
the safety of persons in the mines,. Cables, switchgear, motors, 
lamps, and signalling apparatus are fully dealt with. Regula- 
tion 137 (a) prescribes that exemption from these provisions may 
be obtained from the Secretary of State in cases of emergency or 
under special circumstances. | | 

The Lancashire Branch of the National Association of Colliery 
Managers has resolved to apply for an extension of two years, It 
is stated that the five years of war, and later the moulders' strike, 
have made it impoesible to comply with the regulations in the 
time given. | 


The 51006 Motor Depot. — Recently we had an 
opportunity of visiting the extensive motor vehicle repair 
works at Slough, at the invitation of the Ministry of Muni- 
tions. Much criticism of this depot, some of which may have 
been deserved, arose both in the House of Commons and in 
the Press generally, but as we found for ourselves, no one 
who has inspected the works can help feeling that much of it 
was premature. It must be admitted that in the early days 
the prospect was not very inepiring to advocates of national 
economy, but since then many and vawed changes have been 
made. Although the works are even now incomplete, the 
restoration and sale of surplus Government owned motor 
lorries, cars, and cycles 18 proceeding apace, and when this 
work has been completed, the Slough depot will be continued 
ак a permanent establishment for the repair and maintenance 
of Government motor vehicles of all kinds. It bids fair to 
become an efficient and valuable national asset. At present 
the output of restored vehicles reaches about 240 cars and 50 
cycles per week.. The establishment covers an area of some 
650 acres, of which 8 acres are covered by one shop alone, 
When the large number of different makes of vehicles. owned 
by the Government, and the number of parts that make up 
a single vehicle are taken into consideration. the problem of 
spares and component parts stores will be appreciated. The 
whole of the works are electrically driven, 3-phase energy 
being employed, and the distribution being by means of 
underground cables. The. discussion which arose concerning 
whether the depot should take a supply from the public mains 
of the local supply authorities or whether. on the score of 
reliability of supply, should erect a generating station of its 
own, will doubtless be remembered. Eventually the latter 
course waa adopted, and a station built which, when com- 
pleted, will contain three Ljungström turbo-alternators rated 
at 1,000 kw. each, by the Brush Electrical Engineering Co.. 
Ltd. At present the station contains one turbo-alternator of 
the above make rated at 500 KW., and running at 3.000 R. P. Nr., 
50 cycles, 420 volts. The firing floor of the Babcock and 
Wileox boilers is on the ground floor as are also the con- 
densers and the Sirocco " spray air filters, the turbines and 
switehboards being placed on the next floor. The various 
ventilating and dust-extracting fans and exhausters are driven 
by B.T.H. 3-phase motors, and the electric cranes are by 
Messrs. Morris, of Loughborough. Messrs. Benjamin Electric,. 
Ltd., are carrying out the electric lighting installation, which 
has been planned on a scientific basis. 


Electrica! Developments in Spain.—'n a recent report 
to his Government, the United States Consul-General at Bar- 
celona states tha$ the number of electric plants existing in 
Spain is now over 2,800, producing annually 54,900,000,000 
kw.-hours of energy. As might be expected, Barcelona Pro- 
Vince contains the largest number of plants, totalling 500 
odd. while the Provinces of Alicante, Valencia, Gerona, and 
Saragossa. come next in order of importance. 

Hydroelectric plants in Spain increased from 170 in 1917 
to 238 in 1918, whilst the power produced rose from 384,297 
H.P, to 438.330 н.р. Of the total in 1918, 85 plants had a 
capacity of over 800 н.р. each, while 50 hydroelectric installa- 
tions had each a capacity of from 300 to 800 н.р. Hydro- 
electric equipment already installed in the great industrial 
section of Catalonia produces 150.000 H. p., while works are 
under construction which will yield a further 198.000 H. p., 
but the total potential н.р. in these cases is 1.104.500, so that 
826,000 H.P., or 75 per cent., will still be undeveloped. Four- 

ge companies control the power in Catalonia, one of them 
transmitting to certain stations at 110.000 volts for a distance 
of 114 miles. During 1918 a hydroelectric plant of 15,000 K. p. 
Was commenced in Asturias, and one of 19,000 H. p. in 
Valencia, while large plants were also proceeded with in 
those Provinces which had been commenced previously. The 
difficulties of the coal situation in Spain have in some measure 
stimulated efforts to utilise the power of waterfalls and 
mountain streams. Plans are being discussed for the greater 
application of electricity in the chemical and metallurgical 
industries, especially in the production of soda and sulphate 
of ammonia, in the refining of copper, in the treatment of 
the bauxites of Catalonia, in the breparntion of aluminium. 
and in many other operations of vital imnortance to the 
res of a country. The laws in force in Spain relating to 

use of public water power are, however, the gutgro 


of legislation of 1866 and 1879, enacted before the advent of 
hydroelectric enterprises. Rapid development bas necessi- 
tated numerous additions to the laws, which by their diversity, 
caused certain misinterpretations. Accordingly, by royal de- 
cree, the provisions relative to securing concessions for the 
use of water power, and the classification of various j 
of water as public utilities, have been co-ordinated, and the 
Minister of Public Works has also proposed to reframe the 
law nationalising construction work in connection with water 
power, giving to the State the right of appropriation of all 
unworked concessions. It is proposed to divide the country 
into zones, and require the companies in each zone to form 
an association, the object being to nationalise the water power 
now under the control of foreign capital. . 
Electric railways and tramways were constructed and ex- 
tended in. various parts of Spain during 1918, and plans to 
electrify .the railway from the Asturian coalfields were die- 
cussed; it is quite probable that the new road from Madrid 
to Valencia will adopt electric traction. | 
An electrochemical joint stock company has recently been 
formed in Granada to extract ferro-molybdenum and ferro- 
vanadium. It aims to produce also ferro-silicon and molybdic, 
tungstic, and vanadic acids, with their derivatives and by- 
pro ucts. This company has an electric furnace which, is to 
used in connection with the iron and steel production of 
the great enterprises in northern Spain. | ў 


Inductive Interference between Electric Power and 
Communication Lines.—Reference has been made in our 
pages to the investigation which has been carried on by the 
Joint Committee on Inductive Interference of the California 
Railroad Commission. This committee, it will be remembered, 
was engaged for a number of years on what was undoubtedly 
one of the most exhaustive and painstaking investigations 
ever made anywhere into the phenomenon of inductive inter- 
ference between electric power and communication lines. 

In the course of its investigation the committee compiled 
a large number of technical reports on many phases of the 
subject. Owing to the widespread interest aroused, the Com- 
mission was asked to publish the most important of these 
reports for general distribution, and this it has done. The 
volume is entitled ‘‘ Inductive Interference between Electric 
Power and Communication Circuits. Selected technical re- 
ports with preliminary and final reports of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Inductive Interference. and the Commission’s 
general order for prevention or mitigation of such interfer- 
ence. * 
This publication is of special interest to electric railway. 
power, telephone, and telegraph engineers, manufacturers of 
electrical apparatus, and to governing bodies; the volume. 
bound in morocco leather, and including 1,060 pages, con- 
sists of the 30 most important technical reports of the com- 
mittee, the preliminary and final reports of the committee 
to the Commission, and the general order No. 52 of the Com- 
mission prescribing rules and principles governing the con- 
struction and operation of power and communication lines 
for the prevention and mitigation of inductive interference. 

A limited number of copies have been printed in addition 
to those subscribed for, and are being distributed by 
the California Railroad Commission, San Francisco, at the 
actual cost price of $10.00 per volume. Those who wish to 
secure а copy should place their orders with the Commission 


as early as possible. 
Electrical Dehydration of Crude Oil.—According to the 


Electrical Review, of Chicago, electrical dehydration of crude 
petroleum has proved to be superior to other methods. When 
present in the form of large free globules, water will settle 
out from oil by gravity, but if the water is in a state of 
emulsion with the oil, it will not settle out at normal tem- 
peratures and pressures, even ifa the mixture he allowed to 
stand indefinitely. The removal of water at the well effects 
an important reduction in freight costs, besides eliminating 
the clumsy practice of allowing purchasers a rebate on the 
percentage of water which they were able to prove was con- 
tained in the crude oil hitherto delivered. There are 17 
electrical dehydrating plants now operating in the Whittier 
district in California, and in many cases oil hitherto unfit 
for use 18 made marketable bv electrical dehvdration.. The 
oil treated ranges from 15 to 50 per cent: of water. and the 
consumption of electrical energy is abont 1 xw.-hour per 
18 barrels of dry oil. The electrical dehydration causes prac- 
tically no loss of gasoline, and the gravity of the oil is raised 
one or two degrees by the treatment. This increases the 
value of the oil sufficiently to pay all or part of the cost of 
treatment. The heating process, on the other hand, involves 
more or less deterioration of the oil. Careful tests indicate 
that, under the same conditions, the heating process costs 
7.5 cents per barrel, compared with 1.5 cents per barrel (or 
2 cents, including rovalty) for the electrical process. Usually, 
the electrical dehvdrator operates on single-phase alternating 
current at 11,000 volts. The emulsion of oil and water is 
passed between highlv-charged electrodes, and the effect of 
the electroetat:e field is to coalesce the particles of water and 
also coalesce the particles of oil. The water then settles 
readily by gravity. The average maximum demand per 
dehvdrator is 4 KW.. the average load factor 50 per cent., 
and the average power factor 98 per cent. leading. In districta 
where water is scarce. the water separated electrically bas 


consifergble value. 
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` Forthcoming Exhibitions.— Тһе Daily Май Ideal Home 
Exhibition which is to be opened at Olympia, London, W., 
on February 4th, will be the fifth of a series. There will be 
a full-size reproduction of part of the labour-saving home 
designed by Mr. C. J. Kay, L.R.LB.A., which won the first 
prize in the Daily Mail labour-saving home competition. The 
only coal used in this house is for one anthracite stove to pro- 
vide hot water; electric hot plates are employed to keen 
the food hot on its way to the table. In the kitchen there 
are an electric copper und cooking range, as well as an elec- 
tric washer and ringer. In the labour-saving eection of the 
exhibition will be shown many devices for lightening house 
work and doing away with drudgery. These will include 
an electric dish and plate washer, boot-polishing machine, 
and other electrical devices. | 

So large is the number of British manufacturers anxious 
to take t in the British Industries Fair to 
opened at the Crystal Palace on February 23rd, that it has 
been found necessary to ration the space. Similar fairs are 
to be held at the same time at Glasgow and Birmingham. 
The Scottish one will be devoted specially to textile products, 
and that in the Midlands to hardware. Many thousand 
invitations have been issued to foreign buyers, and pamphlets 
in seven different languages have been distnbuted. . 

The International Fair, to be held at Brussels from April 
4th to 21st, is being organised by the municipality with the 
financial support of the Belgian Government and the Province 
of Brabant. There will be important exhibits of electrical 
machinery, fittings, cables, telegraph and telephone apparatus, 
&c. The largest portion of the exhibition will be in the 
Parc Royal, in addition to an open-air space for agricultural 
machinery and the Palais Midi which will be reserved for 
large machinery requiring motive power. 

The Crystal Palace will re-open to the public in May, 1920, with 
the Great War Exhibition. H.M. Office of Works has taken the 
whole of the spece on the main floor for naval, military. and 
aircraft exhibits in connection with the war. On the ground floor 
50,000 sq. ft. of space will be devoted to the engineering and 
electrical section. A feature which will attract attention will be 
the comprehensive oil exhibition. Full details may be optained 
from the General Manager, Crystal Palace, В.Е. 


Physical Society Exhibition.—On Wednesday and Thurs- 
day the 10th annual exhibition of electrical. optical, and other 


apparatus, was held by the Physical Society, in conjunction with 


the Optical Society, at the Imperial College of Science, London. 
Particulars will appear in our later issues. 


Electric Furnaces. — The equipment of 20 electric 
furnaces which, it is said, will form one of the largest electric 
furnace inetallations ever made. is now being shipped from 
the United States to the Glomfjord Smeltverk Co., Norway. 
Each of the 20 units includes a 1,300-K.v.4. single-phase main 
power transformer, a 26.2-K.v.A. series transformer, and a 
26.2 k. v. A. induction regulator. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 

_ ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as tu their movements, 


Mr. A. Lewis, of Farington Steelworks, near Preston, late 
of Cleveland and Durham Electric Power, Ltd., Middles- 
brough, has been appointed works superintendent to Don- 
caster Corporation Electricity Works. 

The Swedish Academy of Science has awarded the Nobel 
Prize for Physics for 1919 to Prof. М. Planck, of Berlin, and 
Prof. Starck, of Greifwald; the Chemistry Prize goes to Prof. 
F. Haber, of Berlin. 

Mr. J. WILXINSON, M. I. E. E., who recently resigned the 
position of tramways engineer at Hull, has commenced busi- 
ness on his own account as an electrical and mechanical engi- 
neer at 4, Morpeth Street, Hull. 

Prof. WILHELM WIEN. of Würzburg, has been appointed 
successor to Prof. Róntgen, of Munich, whose retirement was 
recently announced. 


At a meeting of citizens, held at Birmingham on January 
Ist, Sir OLIVER LODGE was presented with an illuminated 
address and & motor-car, and Lady Lodge with a jewel, in 
recognition of distinguished services rendered to the Univer- 
sity and to Birmingham. The recipients were proceeding on 
a visit to America. 

Lieut. and Acting Capt. G. O. Kixc, London Electrical 
Engineers, has relinquished his acting captaincy on ceasing 
to be employed. 

Lieut. J. O. Вавр, M. C., Tyne Electrical Engineers, has 
been restored to the establishment of the Territoria! Force. 

Burnley Tramways Committee recommends that the gala rv 
of Mr. Mozy (the manager) be increased to £675, inclusive 
of all bonus, from £575 inclusive. 


Mr. W. H. Evans, foreman of the electrical department of 
Messrs. Guest, Keen & Nettlefolds, Ltd., of Dowlais, Merthyr 
Tydfil, having resigned, has been presented by those under 
his charge with a mahogany clock. 

Mr. JAMES WILD, who has been manager of the Rams- 
bottom tramways for the past six years, has been appointed 
out of a considerable nuinber of applicants to the position of 
manager of the Todmorden Corporation motor 'bus system at 
£300 per annum. ' 

Mr. S. DERWEN Jones, Batley borough electrical engineer, 
has been granted a war wage increase, bringing his salary to 
£400 per year. 

Capt. H. С. C. TursNrLL, A. M. I. E. E., London Electrical 
Engineers, has been restored to the establishment of the 
Territorial Force, of which he was & supernumerary whilst 
employed in extra regimental duties. 

The Leeds City Council has been recommended to approve 
of the appointment of Mr. J. S. HAMILTON, second assistant 
engineer, as first assistant engineer of the tramways depart- 
ment at & salary of £500 per annum. 

The Liverpool Corporation has been recommended to grant 


the tramways manager, Mr. C. W. MALLINS, a retiring pension 


of £660 per annum. Mr. Mallins has been with the Corpora- 
tion for 92 years, 14 of which he has been manager, and waa 
previously 23 vears with the tramways company. He is retir- 
ing through ill-health. 

Mr. Haypn T. Harrison, having completed his work for the 
Navy, has returned to his previous occupation of consulting 
electrical engineer. He is to be found at his office, 11, Vic- 
toria Street, London. S.W., or at his Research Laboratory, 
White Horse Lane, Canterburv, where he is in a position to 
carry out all classes of research and experimental work. 

St. Helens Electricity Committee has decided to increase the 
salary of the electrical engineer (Mr. B. T. HawkiNS) from 
£00 to £600 per annum. 


New Year Honours.—Several names of interest to the elec- 
trical and allied professions and industries are to be found 
in the New Year Honours List. and we have pleasure in 
tendering our congratulations to the following :— 

Sir Albert Stanley, late President of the Board of Trade, 
upon whom a peerage is conferred. 

Sir R. T. Glazebrook, C.B.. F. R. S., late director of the 
National Physical Laboratory, who is appointed K. C. B. 

Walter George Gates, assistant secretary to the G.P.O., who 
receives a C.B. 

Sir Henrv Birchenough. K.C.M.G.. and Sir H. Trevor 
Dawson. M. I. C. E., M.I.M.E., R. N., upon whom baronetcies 
are conferred. 

James Kemnal, F. R. S. E. (Babcock & Wilcox. Ltd.), who, 
in recognition of public services in connection with the manu— 
facture of munitions. is made a knight. 

Francis Grant Ocivilie receives the honour of knighthood. 
as do also Hugh Malcolm Robinson, C. B., I.G.O.. Chief In- 
spector of Factones, and Prof. Arthur Schuster, F.R.S., late 
secretary of the Royal Society. 

The appointment C.I.E. is awarded to Matthew Alfred 
Tompon Deputy Director-General, Telegraph Traffic, Pun- 
jab. 

We observe that a thoroughly well-earned peerage has heen 
conferred upon Sir George Riddell. Bart., one of the best- 


_known figures in the newspaper world—a man of shrewdness, 


foresight, and boundless energy. 

Sir David Harrel, who receives the G. C. B., was chairman of 
the Interim Court of Arbitration, 1918-19, in connection with 
industrial questions, and chairman and member of Conciliation 
Boards and Inquiries. 


Obituary.—Mn. Јонх Onpr.—A familiar figure in Northern 
electrical engineering circles has been removed by the death. 
at the age of 59 vears. of Mr. John Orde, principal in the 
firm of Messrs. John Orde & Co., coppersmiths and brass- 
founders, Neweastle-on-Tvne. 

The FE. T. Z. of December 4th records the death of Dr. M. 
Dorrvo-DoBROWworskY, formerly a director of the A.E.G.. and 
a well-known pioneer in electrical engineering, at the age of 
58 vears. In the same issue the death of A. Tessinc, a 
pioneer in primary battery manufacture, is reported. 


E . — 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Heath Plugs. Ltd. (161,947).—-Private company. Regis- 
tered December 22nd. Capital, 212.000 in #1 shares. To acquire from А. 
E. Heath a sole licence to use certain patents relating to sparking plugs, to 
acquire the assets of Heath, Norton & Co., &c. The first directors are: A. 
E. Heath, К, Tatcombe Gardens, S.W.4: H. Norton, 56, North Side, Clapham 
Common. S. W.: II. H. Hassall, 16, Christchurch Road, East Sheen: E. F. 
Glover, 47, Stanlake Road, Shepherd's Buch. W.: F. E. Preston, 7, Perceval 
Кола, East Sheen, Registered ofice: 2, Sancroft Street, S.E.1]. 


Cascoll Engineering Co., Ltd. (162,006).—Private com- 
pany Registered December 23rd. Capital, £1.000 in £1 shares. Objects- 
o carry on the business of mechanical, chemical and electrical engineers, 
contractors, iron and brass founders, manufacturers of and dealers in moto 


ears and vehicles, &c. The «subscribers (each with one share) are: C. F. 
Casperson, 54. Shaftesbury Avenue, Roundhay, Leeds, electrical engineer; : 
Collins, Warrels Grove, Bramley, Leeds, mechanical engineer. The first 


directors are: C. F. Casperson and R. Collins. Secretary: C. 


F. Casperson. 
Registered office : 20, Garden Street, Marsh Lane, Leeds. 


r 
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Buglass & Jamieson, Ltd. (10,783).—Private company. 
Registered in Edinburgh November 28th. Capital, £6,000 in £1 shares. To 
carry on the business of electrical and mechanical engineers, millwrights' 
1 smiths, motor engineers, &c. The subscribers (each with one 
share) are: J. F. Buglass, 17, Janefield Place, Dundee, electrical engincer ; 
W. E. Jamieson, 65, Church Street, Broughty Ferry, Forfar, electrical engi- 
neer. The first directors are: J. F. Buglass and W. E. Jamieson. Solicitor : 
Alexander Hardie Buglass. Registered office : 65, Trades Lune, Dundee. 


Н. F. Stephen, Ltd. (10,817).— Private company. Regis- 
tered in Edinburgh December 20th. Capital, £10,000 in El shares. To carry 
on the business of electricians, electric light and power and general engineers, 
&c. ‘lhe subscribers (each with one share) are: J. Mitchell, 92, Queen Street, 
Peterhead, fish curer; R. L. Mitchell, Ellishill, Peterhead, fish salesman; J. 
Mitchell, jun., Longhaven House, Cruden, Abredeenshire, fish curer; H. F. 
Stephen, Bulmoor Terrace, Peterhead, engineer; F. W. Stephen, Morven 
Black House, Peterhead, fish curer. Minimum cash subscription, £3,400. The 
first directors are: J. Mitchell, R. L. Mitchell, J. Mitchell, jun., H. F. 
Stephen and F. W. Stephen. Qualification, 100 ordinary shares. Solicitor: 
C. G. Masson, 21, Broad Street, Peterhead. | 


Deans Electrical and Engineering Co., Ltd. (162,269) .— 
Private company. Registered December 3lst. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. 
To carry on the business indicated by the title. The subscribers (each with 
one share) are: H. J. Dean, 19, Leedham Road, Sheffield, eelctrical engineer; 
R. Lavie, 26, Scarcroft Hill, York, electrical engineer. The first directors 
are: H. J. Dean and R. Lavie. eo een, 90 shares. — Solicitor: W. 
Ramsden, Station Street Buildings, Huddersfield. 


Commercial Ignition Co., Ltd. (162,156).—Private com- 
pany. Registered December 36th. Capital, £3,000 in £l shares. To take 
over the business carried on by W. Hill and С. J. K. Piggott as the Com- 
mercial Ignition Co.,“ and to carry on the business of mechanical and elec- 
trical engineers, &c. The subscribers are: W. Hill, 85, Lavender Hill, 
S.W.ll. electrical. and mechanical engineer, 800 shares; C. J. K. Piggott, 
4. Grandison Road, Clapham Common, S. M'. II. electrical and mechanical 
engineer, 800 shares; L. P. Fulkes, 53, Belsize Avenue, Bowes Park, N.22, 
electrical and mechanical engineer, 400 Shares. ‘The first directors are: W. 
Hill, C. J. K. Piggott, and L. P. Fulkes. Qualification, £1. — Secretary ; Н. 
Hil. Registered office: 95, Lavender Hill, S. W. 11. 


Halliwell & Good, Ltd. (162, 167).— Private company. 
Registered December 30th. Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. Objects: To carry 
on the business of electricians, mechanical engineers and manufacturers. 
workers of and dealers in electricity, &c. The subscribers (each with one 
share) ere: С, N. Good, Chesham, Bennett Road, Crumpsall, Manchester, 
electrical engineer; J. R. Halliwell, 2, Princess Road, Crumpsall, Man- 
chester, electrical. engineer. Permanent directors: C. N. Good and J. R. 
Hailiweil (chairman and managing director). Qualification of. permanent 
directurs, £250. Registered office : 61, High Street, Manchester. 


W. Crookell & Co., Ltd. (162,199).— Private companv. 
Registered December 30th. Capital, £1.500 in £1 shares. Objects: To take 
over the business of an electrical engineer carried on by W. Crookell at 
Middleton, Lancs., as W. W. Crookell & Co." The subscribers (each with 
one share) are: W. Crookell, Water Street Works, Middleton, electrical engi- 
neer; G. A. Toms, 1, Warren Avenue, Cheadle, Cheshire, cashier. W. 
Crookell is first director. Secretary: W. Proctor, Registered office: Water 
Street Works, Middleton. 


Electrical Depositing Processes, Ltd. ( 162,100) .— Private 
company. Registered December 24th. Capital, £2,000 in 5s. shares. To 
acquire plant for the purpose of depositing or forming metals by chemical, 
electrical or other processes, &c. The subscribers (cach with one share) are: 
C. V. Brearcy, “ Hartwell, North Farnborough, Hants, engineer; R. E. 
Rollings, Orlando, Great Northern Road. Dunstable, Beds, engineer. The 
first directors are: C. V. Brearcy, R. E. Rollings, H. Lovelock, H. A. Graves 


and А. A. Ross. Qualification, 900 shares. Registered office: 19a, Coleman 
Street, E. C. ; 


Electrical Maintenance Co. (Liverpool), Ltd. (162,072) .— 
Private company. Registered December 24th. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. 
Objects: To take over the business carried on by H. V. Greenep, at Liver- 
pool, as the Electrical Maintenance Co. The first directors are: Н. V. 
Greenep, 133, Upper Parliament Street, Liverpool; E. Durden, 74, Buchanan 
Road, Seacombe; H. Copland, 1, Buchanan Road, Scacombe; H. Curphey, 8, 
Rock Lane East, Rock Ferry: С, С. Curphey, Olybane, St. John's Terrace, 
Seacombe, Registered office: 1422, London Road, Liverpool. 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRIC Al. 
COMPANIES, 


„Lung Wharton, Ltd.—Satisfaction registered November 
elst, 1919, of charge for £1,000, registered November, 1918. 


L. Weekes, Ltd.—Debentures for £1.000, registered No- 


vember 17th, 1919, charged on the company's undertaking and property, pre- 
nt and future, including uncalled capital. 


Bristol Institute of Electro- Therapeutics, Ltd.—Deben- 
ture for £400 registered November 18th, 1919, charged on the companv's 
iniertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital, 
Holder; E. D. Thomas, 70, Ноно Road, Redland, Bristol, 


ee 


CITY NOTES. 


The gross revenue for the vear ended 

Adelaide Electric August 3156, 1919, was £185,908 against 
Supply Co., Ltd. £174,954, an increase of 6 per cent. After 
| Ineeting management and general expenses 
in Adelaide and London, and providing for debenture interest 
and sinking fund, £959 is written off cost of issue of "A " 
Preference shares, 23.000 is put to reserve for income tax, 
5.000 to general reserve, 6 per cent. paid on the preference 
shares, 7 per cent. final, free of British income tax (making 
12 рег cent. for the year), on the ordinary shares, and £1,419 
18 carried forward plus £16,942 brought forward. During the 
mne months of the year (to May last) there was u satis- 
factory increase in all departments of the company’s business. 
© prospect of a record year was, however, upset by the pro- 
longed «trike of seamen in Australia, and the net profit for the 
"AT Was in consequence seriously diminished, as the autho- 
Tea imposed drastic restrictions upon the use of electricitv, 
and for a time the supply of current for industrial power was 
Prohibited. The effect of these restrictions was to dislocate the 


* 


local industries of Adelaide and to reduce the company's sale 
of electricity by approximately 50 per cent. during the con- 
tinuance of the strike. Capital expended during the year was 
£68,946, and there was written off capital account £22,481. 
The business is rapidly outgrowing the capacity of the existing 
power house at Adclaide, and а new power station is to be 
built at Osborne, Port Adelaide; a site has been leased. An 
issue of new preference shares for this purpose was made last 
July; the whole of the shares (250,000 of £1 each) were applied 
for and allotted at par. The development of the business dur- 
ing the year is shown below :— 


Lighting, Motors Total con- 


i &c., in rated, nections in Units 

Year ended Consumers. KW. H.P. KW. sold. 
August, 1918 21,917 15,856 11,351 27,207 10,776,934 
" 1919 25,019 17,629 12,618 30,247 11,239,069 


Increase in consumers 14 per cent.; in power supply 11 per 
cent.; in total connections ll per cent.; in units sold 4 per 
cent.; and in gross revenue 6 per cent. The resolution con- 
firming the subdivision of the £5 shares into £1 shares is to 
be submitted at the close of the annual meeting to-day. 


The Bergmann Elektrizitats Unternch- 
mungen A.G., of Berlin, earned gross 
profits of 904,000 marks in 1918-19, nearly 
all of which has been applied to the de- 
preciation of investments. 

The A.E.G.-Unternehmungen, A.G., of Berlin, whose share 
capital of 10,000,000 marks is held by the A.E.G., reports net 
profits of 702,000 marks (pre-war £35,100) for 1918-19, as com- 
pared with 688,000 marks (£34,400) in the. previous year, no 
sum being mentioned for depreciation in either period. It is 
proposed to pay a dividend of 6 per cent., as in 1917-18. 

The Elektrizitate A.G. vorm Schuckert ck Co., of Nurem- 
berg, reports gross profits and balance forward amounting to 
10,880,000 marks for 1918-19, as compared with 11,249,000 
marks in the previous year. The sum set aside for deprecia- 
tion is 4,269,000 marks, as against 3,900,000 marks, and the 
balance permits of the payment of a dividend at the rate of 
8 per cent., as in the preceding year. 

The | Deutach-Uberseziache — Elektrizitata Gesellschaft, of 
Berlin, Buenos Ayres, &c., has issued a financial statement 
for the years 1917 and 1918. In the former year the gross 
receipts amounted to 21,644.000 marks, and after meeting 
general expenses, interest charges and rentals, and placing 
4,222,000 marks to depreciation and reserve funds, as against 
4,123,000 marks in 1916, the accounts show net profits of 
9,178,000 marks, as compared with 10,790,000 marks in the 
preceding vear. It is proposed to pay a dividend of 6 per 
cent. on the preference shares, as in 1916, and 7 per cent. 
on the ordinary shares, leaving 7,378,000 marks to he carried 
forward to 1918, as the results proved to be very unfavourable 
in the latter year owing to the extraordinary advance in 
expenses for coal. A loss of 530,000 marks, in fact, occurred 
at Buenos Ayres in 1918. The total gross revenue in that 
year was only 7,772,000 marks, rising to 15,150,000 marks 
with the amount brought forward. After defraying general 
expenses and other charges there remains a sum of 6,714,000 
marks, of which 4,342,000 marks has been allocated to depre- 
ciation and reserve funds, and the balance applied to the 
payment of a dividend of 6 per cent. on the preference shares. 


Manx Electric Railway Co.—Sir W. Н. Vaudrey presided 
at the annual meeting held at River Flate House, E.C., on 
December 23rd. 'The total receipts for the vear were £57,102, 
against £17,564 in the previous year and £40,160 in 1913. The 
expenditure was £25,001, as against £11,742 in the previous 
year and £18,740 in 1913. The result was a net profit of 
£31,501 against £5,812 in the previous year and £21,420 in 
1913. An expert engineer had been called in to confer with 
the general manager, Mr. F. Edmondson, aud it was pro- 
posed to extend and improve the plant in various ways. The 
accounts showed a debit balance forward of £31,411, whereas 
the profit as shown above was £31,501. thus leaving £90. 
Allowing interest on first debentures £9,000, there is now a 
debit balance on revenue account of £8,910. | 


Southern Canada Power Co.—During the vear ended Sep 
tember 30th, 1919, distribution plants were extended to meet 
requirements of more than a thousand new customers, making 
a total of more than 9,000. New power development at Drum- 
mondville is in successful operation. Gross earnings $566,091 
(against $475,009), profits $263,293 (against $210,517), interest 
$205,229 (against $162,359), surplus $58,064 (against 
$48,157). ; | 

South Wales Electrical Power Distribution *Co. — Under 
the Bill now deposited power is sought to issue £500,000 5 per 
cent. prior lien debenture stock in addition to £314,148 stock 
of 1916 which has not yet been issued, in view of the neces- 
sary developments for giving requisite supply to industrial and 
other works and authorised distributors. 


Stock Exchange Notice.—Application has been made to 
the committee to allow the following to be officially quoted :— 

Edison Swan Electric Co.. Ltd.— 360.000 ordinary shares of 
£l each, fully paid, Nos. 598,308 to 958,307. 


North Wales Power & Traction Co.—According to the 
Financial Times, the profit and loss account for the vear ended 
June 30th, 1919, shows a credit balance of £167 to he carried 
forward. 


German 
Companies. 
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Underground Railways of London.—It is announced that 


Mr. S. B. Joel has acquired the whole of the Speyer interest, 
estimated at about one million pounds, in the Underground 
railways group, including the L.G.O. 


Capital Increase.—It is announced that the James Keith 
and Blackman Co. are contemplating an increase of capital by 
£120,000 in ordinary shares to 4250.00. Undivided profits 
are to be capitalised and distributed among shareholders. 


Bell Telephone Co. of Canada.—Quarterly dividend of 2 
per cent., less tax. 


Mackay Companies.—Quarterly dividend 1} per cent., less 
tax, on the common stock. 
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STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


THE volume of Stock Exchange business shows no signs of 
diminution. The first week of the New Year has brought 
more and more orders into the markets. The public are buy- 
ing stock freely. Obviously the Board of Trade statements 


with reference to the demand that there is for British goods 


the world over has quickened the imagination of the investor 
and the speculator. Industrials occupy the principal place in 
the limelight, and markets are active in nearly all depart- 
menta. 

This applies also to the Home Railway market. The rise 
which started last week was further continued until checked 
by the attitude of the ruilwaymen in regard to the Govern- 
ment's proposals as to wages. 'l'he remarkable deal whereby 
Barnato interests have acquired the Spever holdings in the 
Underground Electric Railways Co. has aroused as much in- 
terest as the proposal to raise fares has created protest. From 
the point of view of stockholders, it may be remarked that 
fares on the District Railway, as an example, are still low, 
and that travellers would have little cause for complaint if 
the rates were raised, provided accommodation were found for 
the passengers. То cite one instance, the first-class season 
from Hammersmith to the City in pre-war days was £9 a 
quarter. It is now £2 4s., a rise of 10 per cent. Manifestly 
it would not be unreasonable if this sort of rate were to be 
put up, although the season ticket-holders would certainly 
have reason for demanding that they should receive in return 
& prospect of getting a seat. Prices have improved in conse- 

uence of the Barnato deal, the Underground Incomes and 
the £10 shares rising 10s., and the shilling shares 115. 3d. Dis- 
tricts are 4. higher; so are Metropolitans. Both the latter 
have been better stil, giving way in sympathy with declines 
in the steam stocks on the railwaymen's protest. 

There are few changes in electricity supply prices. County 
of London at 93 are à better, but the preference fell an equal 
` amount to 94, while City of Tandon preference at 94 and 
Charing Cross ordinary are 2s. 6d. up. A good deal of atten- 
tion 18 being focused upon the relative advantage of ordinary 
or preference shares. Investment has becoine such a mixed 
problem that the old landmarks, safety on one hand and 
speculative possibilities on the other, have been almost swept 
away. The recent flood of new issues has had the effect of 
diverting money from the more sober securities which pay 
6 per cent. or thereabouts on the money, and turning the 
capital into channels that offer 7, 8 or even more per cent. 
We are steadily approaching the time when the investor will 
either insist on 10 per cent. on ordinary shares, or he will be 
cantent to put up with some Post Office rate of interest from 
issues that promise large capital appreciation in the near 
future. These influences pull strongly in the Stock Exchange 
tide which moves quotations, and the tendency at present is 
certainly to realise the better class stocks in order to buy the 
more venturesome shares. This factor is apparent even in 
such securities as the best class of cable stocks. Easterns. 
Eastern Extensions, and Globe preference are amongst those 
which have yielded a trifle during the past week. United 
River Plate Telephones are 1-16 down, but on the other hand 
Chile Telephones hardened to 63. Marconi shares improved to 
44 in the rush to buy the popular industrials, and other Mar- 
coni descriptions improved in sympathy. 

To the man who is prepared to take risks, the shares of the 
Automatic Telephone Co. may be mentioned. They are, of 
course, frankly speculative, as everything else must be which 
18 largely concerned with patent rights. That there must he 
some sort ofautomatic telephone in the near future is becom- 
ing apparent with the growth of the business, and probably it 
is only 4 matter of initial cost which causes the Government 
to hesitate before embarking upon the process at the present 
time. It is difficult to say what percentage of speculation 
and what of sound investment-possibility enter into the pre- 
sent price of Automatic Telephone shares, which is 318. 6d., 
but for those who do not mind a speculation, fairly faced as 
such, the shares might be picked up in order to rest with 
others of higher class in the strong box which holds financial 
hostages for the future. 

With the conclusion of the moulders' strike. a better tone 
has become apparent amongst engineering and kindred shares, 
but so far no marked advance has occurred. Babcock & Wil- 


cox went up 3-16 last week, and are another 1-16 to the good 
now. British Aluminium gained a few pence. Siemens 
rallied to the extent of 2s. 6d., and are once more hard on the 
heels of 30s. India-Rubber shares at 174 look cheap in their 
ex dividend guise. Canadian General Electric closed its sub- 
scription lists for the new shares last Monday, on which day 
the rights changed hands at 3s. premium. Midland Electric 
7 per cent. preference have gone back to 41. London United 
Tramways debenture at 40 is a couple of points lower. British 
Electric Traction has risen to 40]. 

Amongst foreigners, Anglo-Aryentine Tramways have begun 
to recover; the first and second preference are both higher, 
und expectation once more fastens upon the hope that arrears 
of dividend on the former may be dealt with during the cur- 
rent year. British Columbia Electric stocks are harder, the 
preferred, with a rise of 2, being 7 up within a fortnight. 
Brazilian Tractions at 61 regained part of their loss. One of 
the features in the railway markets is the strength of Mex- 
cans, the prices rising hand-over-fist. So far this has not 
been much reflected in the utilitv issues, but that these will 
follow in due course, provided Mexican Rails hold their im- 
provement, may be regarded as fairly well assured. Mexican 
Light preferred is 5 points better. The rubber market is 
booming, attracting an enormous amount of trade froin all 
over the country. Substantial rises have been secured by all 
the leading shares practically without exception, owing to the 
price of the raw material hardening to 9s. JO4d. per lb. It is 
a matter for doubt whether the boom has not been too rapid 
to last without some reaction occurring. 

Edisons rose to 24s. on Tuesday afternoon, on a rumour that 
there max be something afoot between this company and the 
General Electric. The ordinary shares of the latter have 
hardened to 40s. bid. | 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL OOMPANIES, 
| Номи ELzgormRiciTY COMPANIES, 


Dividend Price 
— Jan. 6, Yield 
1917. 1918, 1990. Rise or fail. p. o. 
Brompton Ordinary. ee .. 10 8 51 26 16 8 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. 8 4 4 8 + 618 4 
do. do. do 4 Pref... 4 4 8 — 8 8 8 
Chelsea. . 2s oe es e 56 8 8 — , 600 
City of London ae T EN 8 8' 12 — 618 4 
do. do. 6perocent. Pref... 6 6 +1 6 6 4 
County of London .. sa - 7 1 9 4 { т э 4 
do до. 6 рег oent. Pref. 6 6 * 611 8 
Kensington Ordinary is я 1 6 43 — 6 6 4 
London Electric  .. M .. ND Nil 1 — . 
do. do. 6 peroent, Pref... 6 6 — 8 17 10 
Metropolitan. . - T А 4 b B — 8 6 8 
do. 5 per cent. Pref. 4 4 8 — 710 0 
Bt. James’ and Pall Mall .. 9 10 6 — 8 6 8 
South London 2s 85 2x b 6 н — 7 ва 6 
South Metropolitan Pref... T 7 7 1 — 700 
Westminster Ordinary .. . 9 8 5 — 712 5 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. 6 6 — 619 8 
do. Def. 14 88/6 — 710 0 
Chile Telephone 8 8 — $ 6 5 6 
Cuba Sub. Ord. v 1 1 1 — 6 18 4 
Eastern Extension .. 8 8 16 — 2 „5 0 0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. 8 8 ЕЁ. —1 *4 15 7 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. 7 8 1 — *4 19 8 
do. do. Pref. 6 6 95 — i 6 3 1 
Great Northern Tel. 29 22 — 9 7 2 
Indo- European és 18 18 — 618 4 
Marconi T - ux 20 25 4 + ё 5 17 8 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. 16 10 2.5 — 4 14 1 
United R. Plate Tel. “a 8 R 777 — * 5 5 10 
West India and Panama .. 1/8 1/8 lk — d Nil 
Western Telegraph.. 8 8 17ха — *414 2 
Номи Rats, | 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 684 — 6 16 9 
Metropolitan .. 35 ne ag 1 1} 26 + 416 2 
ао. Distrio is .. Ni Ni 213 + Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 8 + Nil 
do. do. “A” .. Ni Nil 77 + Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 5 874 +4 *514 8 
| Еонк:ои Trama, &0. 
Adelaide Sup. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 8 — 7 14 10 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. 59 Nil 8 — — 
do. do. 2nd Pref. — — + — 
do. do. 6 Deb. 5 5 618 — 8 28 
Brazil Tractions  .. АР Pa — — 61' + — 
Bombay Electric Pref.  .. zs 8 6 1: — 49 0 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. 5 5 62 +1 воа 
ао. do. Preferrred Nil 24 56 +2 48 9 
do. do. Deferred Nil Nil 52 — Nil 
do. do. Deb. 857 43 624 +14 6 16 0 
Mexico Trams5 percent. Bonds.. Ni Nil 424 — Nil 
do. 6 percent. Bonds. Nil Nil 29 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Ni Nil 174 — Nil 
do. Pref. е .. Ni Nil 30 +5 Nil 
do. lst Bonds. .. Ni Nil 534 +1 — 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox .. T .. 15 15 % + de *4 12 
British Aluminium Ord. .. — 10 10 15; A 5 12 
British Insulated Ога. .. <3 25 124 — 6 5 
Callenders . oe ee ee 25 25 8} = 7 11 
ex 64 Pref. .. ; 5 64 4%4xd — 7 2 
Castner Rellner be ©. 25 20 Заха — З 15 
Crompton Ord. das " m" 1 10 21% — 9 6 
Edison-Swan, A E ex — 10 l4. — 8 B 
do. do. брег cent. Deb. .. 4 5 794ха — 6 5 
Electric Construction Us 0 10 14, — 9 8 
Gen. Elec. Pref. is да Sa 6 64 19 бха — 6 19 
do. Ord. E T za 10 10 40/- — *ó 0 
Henley oe ee oe — vw А 45 25 Р = Б 11 
do, 44 Pref.. ВЕ ге i 4à 1à 8 + 1 6 4 
{ndia-Rubber.. Ба s3 10 10 lijxd — *5 16 
Met.-Vickers Pret, .. xs. ; — — 2 — 5 14 
Siemens Ord.. e ee ee ee =r 10 29 6 +2/6 ы 16 
Telegraph Соп. 20 2 209 +à *4 10 
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* Dividends paid free of Income Tax, 
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АМ ELECTRICALLY HEATED THEATRE. 


Tus heating of large buildings such as theatres, blocks 
of: offices, or flats has always been a difficult and costly 
undertaking, and to-day it is not made any easier by 
the high price of coal, which is used for the systems of 
steam heating that are in vogue in most places. Such 
considerations, coupled with the fact that the old sys- 
tem proved very unsatisfactory, induced the manage- 
ment of the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith, W., to install 
electrically-heated radiators. The system, which we 
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Fic. 1.—QuaiN 3-влк Fink. 


were recently privileged to inspect, is, we believe, the 
first of its kind to be installed in any large building in 
this country; the Londou County Council authorities, 
vhose regulations have been strictly complied with, are 
watching the experiment with a good deal of interest, 
as are also other London theatre managers and certain 
Yorkshire inunicipal authorities. : 

At the present time when the problems of heating in 
connection not only with housing schemes, but also with 
Industrial heating, are receiving considerable atten- 
üon, the results obtained with this installation should 
be of more than usual interest. On the occasion of our 
Inspection the installation had been at work for some 
time, and it is gratifying to record that it has ful. 
filled all expectations with regard to reliability and 
efficiency. 

Electrical heating was decided upon only after full 
consideration of other systems, and it has now displaced 
throughout the whole building the gas-heated radiators 
which were formerly used. It will probably come as a 


surprise to some readers that the installation of the elec- - 


trical systern was found to be 65 per cent. cheaper than 
a system of hot-water pipes to give the same results. 
Moreover, it has proved to be 50 per cent. cheaper to 
run than the displaced gas system. These figures are 
not estimated, but are based on several weeks’ running 
costs, and further. the electricity supply, which is taken 
trom the public supply mains, is not charged for at 
what might be termed a low rate. 

The Quain Electric Co., Ltd., whose“ Thermaglo ”’ 
radiators have been installed throughout the theatre 
has during the past three years supplied electro-steam 
radiators in considerable numbers to the War Office and 
Admiralty for use in aircraft hangars, particularly 
where “ ligliter-than-air“ machines are housed. The 


special advantage in this connection lies in the fact that 
the radiator is thoroughly '*gas-tight," and thus alto- 
gether obviates the risks of fire and explosion always 
present where there is the possibility of inflammable 
fumes, gases, or articles reaching a flame or even a 
radiant-heated surface. Experience during the war 
period enables this claim to be made with justice. 

The electro-steam radiator is particularly useful 
where warmth is required without radiant heat; it is 
self-contained, fire and fool proof, devoid of radiant 
surfaces, and its freedom from noxious fumes renders 
its use ideal from a hygienic standpoint for bedrooms 
and nurseries. In public buildings or conservatories, 
low-temperature heating by convection is desirable; it 
is obviously better than a system employing small high- 
temperature heaters which overheat patches of seating 
uccommodation in their immediate vicinity. 

Thermaglo radiators are suitable for either direct 
or alternating currents of any phase. The Quain heat- 
ing element can be applied to every apparatus and 
process in which heat is utilised; it provides high tem- 
peratures, and maintains them at any given degree, 
up to 1,800 deg. C., without appreciable variation and 
with no risk of melting or fusing. The element con- 
sists of a resistance wire closely wound upon a hollow 
support of silica, which is itself enclosed within a silica 
casing. The apparatus burns equally well in а vacuum 
in or out of water, and being relatively small, compact, 
and simple in structure, it can be adapted for any pur- 
pose the user requires. For steam radiators its appli- 
cation ensures stability of temperature, and owing to 
the absence of super-heated surfaces it prevents vitia- 
tion of the atmosphere. High-grade nichrome allov 
wire and specially-graded silica quartz glass are used 
in the element. | ot 

An example of the inulti-bar fires installed in dress- 
ing rooms and offices is shown in fig 1. The number 
of these fires installed is seven, each with a consumption 
of 1.500 watts. The centre bar is controlled by the 
switeh at the wall plug, while the other two are con- 


Fig. 2.—THERMAGLO ELECTRO-STEAM RADIATOR. 


trolled by the switch on fire itself. The glowing red- 
hot bars of quartz are pleasing to the eye, and make a 
room look cosy. The fires, it is claimed, give a real 
radiant heat with high thermal efficiency, and the added 
advantage that the element is protected from wear. The 
electro-steam radiator, fig. 2, is the type of which 
30 are used throughout the main body of the Lyric 
Theatre, as well as in the corridors and on the stage, 
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placed either singly or in pairs. Formerly trouble was 


experienced with the draughts which originated at the 
main entrance to the theatre, and blew along the ori- 
dors. These have been entirely eliminated by placing 
two radiators against the wall immediately facing the 


swing entranee doors so that the air is warmed as it 
enters the building. "E | 

In figs. 3 and 4 are seen respectively the side and 
end elevations of the electro-steam radiator. Fig. 5 
shows a complete l-kw. heating unit, and fig. 6 the 
details of the gas-tight fitting and connections. The 
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Fics. 3 AND 4.—SIDE AND END ELEVATION or RADIATOR. 


| End Elevation , 


standard radiator, which weighs approximately 165 Ib., 
is suitable for heating 1,000 to 1,200 cu. ft. of air 
space under average conditions, the radiating surface 
being 20 superficial feet and the loading 1,000 watts. 
Each radiator is fused separately, and they are all 
under the control of one person from one switchboard. 
They are on for six hours each day, the system being 
to switch them on at noon, off at 3 p.m., and on again 
from 6 to 9 p.m., which is found to be sufficient to heat 
the whole theatre to a comfortable temperature. We 


Еш. 5.— HEATING ELEMENT. 
К Windings. Silica Lining 
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understand that the system of ventilation is now receiv- 
ing attention, and by certain improvements that are to 
be made it is expected that still more efficient results 
will be obtained from the heating system. 

In conclusion, we have to thank Mr. A. P. Horne, 
business manager, for facilitating our inspection of the 
installation; Mr. Davies, electrician, who carried out 
the instaļlation and explained its details; and Mr. J. 
R. Spink, who supplied drawings from which the above 
illustrations were reproduced. 


Tradesmen Using the Royal Arms.—The London 
Gazette for January 2nd, contains lists of tradesmen in London 
and elsewhere, who hold warrants of appointment to Royalty, with 
authority to use the Royal Arms. 


SCIENTIFIC MANAGEMENT: A SOLUTION OF 


|... THE CAPITAL AND LABOUR PROBLEM. 


ig da . DISCUSSION AT GLASGWTWTWDt. 
AT Glasgow, on December 9th, Capt. J. M. Scott-Maxwell'a: 
paper, an abstract of which appeared in our issues of Decem- 
ber 19th and 26th, was read and discussed before the SCOTTISH ` 
CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 

Mr. A. PAGE agreed that any system which would increase 
efficiency and eliminate waste was likely to meet with ap- 
proval, providing it was accompanied by raising the status of 
the worker. But how were they to get md of the suspicion 
of the unions which led to so much friction and was the 
main cause of limitation of output? Until that was accom- 
plished, any attempt at motion and time study would be 
futile. The gaining and retention of the goodwill of the 
worker was the essence of successful management. There 
was increasing evidence of a more sympathetic attitude on 
the part of the employing class, and there was promise in 
the activities of the Joint Industrial Councils. The scientific 
handling of labour was the most difficult part of Dr. Taylar’s 
system, and a great deal of spade work would require to be 
done before the British workman would agree to make an 
automaton of himself in return for the satisfaction of know- 
ing that he bad completed his job with the minimum of effort. 

Mr. J. H. BUNTING said thev should now be convinced that 
scientific management was the best, if not the only way. to 
increase production in this country. He saw uo reason why 
the principles of scientific management should not be intro- 
duced into the factories of this country. not necessarily n 
the form in which it was introduced by Dr. Taylor. He 
thought, however, that thev would have to do something for 
themselves before asking Government support. He had seen 
the principle introduced in a modified form, and it was at- 
tended by remarkable results. If, howover, it was intro- 
duced at present thev were likely to have the trade unions 
up against them. The emplover needed as much education 
in this respect as did the worker. Алу person who seriously 
considered the paper would improve his business. 

Mr. Morrison pointed out that thev would have to con- 
vince the workers that the idea was not to give something for 
nothing; if higher wages had to be paid thev inust have in- 
creased output. If employers did not get a move on the 
workers would step in, force their hands, and introduce the 
principle for themselves. | 

Mr. Т. C. HERBERT said he had for long been convinced that 
scientific management was the panacea for most of their in- 
dustrial ills. Strongly as tbe author had put the human 
aspect of the problem he had not put it strongly enough. He 
would have liked it emphasised that the whole basic idea of 
scientific management was the substitution of help and assist- 
ance by the functional foremen for the mere bullying and 
driving of the ordinary general foreman. "The mere fact that 
encouragement and help took the place of vindictive criticism 
and punishment must necessarily improve the relations be- 
tween capital and labour. It was, of course, true that 
scientific management detached and eliminated false effort 
and secured efficiency in avoiding waste in both materials 
and human energy, but its foundation was, he suggested, an 
alteration in the attitude of the emplover to the employed. 
Much of their difficulty the autbor rightly ascribed. to the 
sheer ignorance of the so-called business man who often was 
neither an engineer nor an accountant, but virtually a stock 
exchange trickster. Such a man often failed to realise the 
sanctity of human life, and had not even discovered that to 
Wear & man out was bad economics if only because it took 
time and money to train his successor. Such a man often 
failed to realise the utter idiocy of reducing a piece rate once 
fixed. However, the author had perhaps done full justice to 
this aspect of scientific management. The conversion of the 
labour leaders to his views was a task which he trusted the 
author would soon see accomplished. m 

Mr. James RICHARDSON said all agreed with the first prin- 
ciple of scientific management proposals. It appeared 
to him that they were likely in the course of the next few 
years to be faced with a crises which could only be met by 
adopting the principles advocated by the author. As to the 
application of the principles, they had not staff officers on 
hand able to applv them, and were looking to the universities 
and technical colleges to meet the «defect. | 

Мт. L. M. JOCKEL expressed his conviction that scientific 
management would come. In the meantime much could be 
done on the elemental side of the question. say in the intro- 
duction of simple elementary reforms which led to economy 
and improved results. 

Mr. W. KEocHiE pointed out that certain factories were 
largely run under scientific management, but they had not 
adopted the title because of its cold-blooded suggestiveness. 
The system where tried was working satisfactorily. but the 
proper spirit had to accompany its introduction. If the men 
were treated in a humane fashion the best results would fol- 
low—the application of the system might also get over the 
bogey of shorter hours and higher waves. | 

Capt. J. M. Scorr-MaxwFELL, briefly replying, explained 
that he did not mean that they should wait for the formation. 
of National Boards before applying the system, but if each 
made an effort they must have some national ar central organi- 
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sation. Meanwhile, they ought to start national propaganda. 
He agreed that in many cases employers were worse than the 
workers. That was what brought scientific management into 
disrepute in America. By the proper operation of scientilic 
management they not only made more profits, but shortened 
hours and raised wages as well. The system had een re- 
ferred to as cold-blooded in its suggestiveness, and he had 
heard it termed murderous. Taylor was not that sort of fellow. 
He had great concern for his workers, and in the Taylor fac- 
tories, where the system had been a success, harmonious rela- 
tions prevailed. He would have emphasised the ''good to 
humanity " potentialities of the system had he been address- 
ing trade unionists or socialists, but it was the employers be 
wished to get at now. The system taught the men; it did 
not drive them, and the provision of instructors formed a 
valuable link between the two sections. As the Employers’ 
Federation had to deal with labour, that body would have 
to be tackled first. Staff training in tbe principles of scientific 
management took five years in America. It was special train- 
ing, and they were not likely to secure it if the matter was 
introduced in piecemeal fashion in different workshops. It 
was more likely to come by national propaganda. The idea 
that because scientific 1nanagemnent had had a bad record in 
America it would be bad here was a mistake. It was possible 
that à bad emplover might use the system to the detriment of 
the employés, but there was nothing to show that the system 
was bad in itself. Scientific management was sunply a system 
for measuring human effort. 


è Discussion AT BIRMINGHAM. 
Ar Birmingham, on December 17th, the paper was read and 
discussed before the SoUTH-MIDLAND Section of the In- 
stitution. 

Mr. A. PriLLIPs said he was а firm believer in the applica- 
tion of scientific management as a means of obtaining increase 
in production. Time study, the fixing of rates, and the elini- 
nation of all unnecessary motions in the performance of work, 
would go a long way to reduce the cost of production; but 
Taylor scarcely visualised the conditions that were bound to 
obtain under what was recognised at the present time as 
"mass production," and this would require very careful con- 
sideration on the part of manufacturers who must apply it. 
The number of skilled workers, iustead of being less would 
be greater; they would, however, be engaged in producing 
the necessary eculpment for the unskilled workers. The 
amount of production would then be increased by hundreds 
per cent. The field of unskilled workers would necessarily 
be leavened by many who would have attempted, but failed, to 
reach. the amount of skill requisite for the more skilled. occu- 
pations; also from the ranks of the unskilled operators on 
machines would undoubtedly arise (as well as from the ranks 
vt skilled labour) men who would fill high administrative 
positions in the works. He believed that it was quite reason- 
able to have a condition in Which people would carry out the 
purely mechanical repetition part of production, and need not 
necessarily regard their work as their whole life, but merely 
4» à means of providing them with the necessaries of life. 
Shorter hours, congenial conditions of labour, in во far as 
the sanitary and hygienic arrangements of the establishments 
ш which they had to work were concerned, would, he be- 
lieved, render those who worked under such conditions hap- 
per, realising that they might enjoy and live a more full 
and happy Ше in their leisure time, which would be much 
greater than it had been hitherto. That it would be necessary 
to subject themselves to a certain amount of discipline they 
would readily agree to when they realised the great advan- 
tages that, not only they but the community at large, would 
derive from this method of intensive production. The requi- 
&te thing at the moment was to educate the people to realise 
the necessity of this condition. He saw no reason why the 
creat majority of those who were doing preparatory work to 
equip themselves for higher positions in other spheres of 
industry, should not devote a part of their time to attending 
to the world’s productive machinery, thereby directly benetit- 
Ing theinselves and also the community. While payment by 
results was what they were all anxious to get, yet payment 

\ ресе work was not always the most satisfactory method. 
Nhat was needed was a balanced number of parts, and this 
result was best attained by careful calculation of the number 
of peces one could get with safety from any given machine. 
The freat difference between this method and the system 
^ indwidual piece work was that although payments were 
Made hy results, the results were predetermined, and not 
^ft to the initiative of the individual. 

Mr. C. BFLL-WALKER referred to that aspect of the question 
bearing upon labour unrest, and was of opinion that the 
or was ташу psychological; increased pay and efficiency 
19 not cure, but might possibly aggravate it. The best 
b Was rarely performed with the object of making money, 
| a trom a pride and interest in it. A large proportion 

йи ae endured unparalleled suffering and privation 
1 e war for practically по pay, and no financial m- 
"ma T would have so stimulated them. The danger of 
Mod " or system was the tendency to reduce men to the 
ane ee of machines. A piece-work system of payment, 
890 ы at present the most successful and practicable, was 
e system that should be aimed at, because the worker's 


and employer’s material interests were antagonistic, the 


former's being to do the least amount of work for the greatest 


amount of money, and the latter’s to give the least money 
for the greatest amount of work. It had never been proved 
that high wages in themselves were a cure for labour unrest. 

Mr. J. A. Hannay stated that management could not be 
called scientific if any difference was allowed to come between 
capital and labour. It was absolutely essential to approach 
these matters from a broader and national standpoint. He 
hoped the author was not going to make the mistake of holding 
out a promise of a speedy solution of the capital and labour 
problem by scientitic management. It would take a great 
many years to solve the difficulty, but scientific management 
would undoubtedly play a very great part in the solution. 
The author had omitted to mention the essential matter of edu- 
cation and training of young men who were preparing to enter 
into various industries. He, the speiker, considered that pre- 
sent educational means were totally inadequate, and before 
they could expect to have really scientific management many 
schools and training colleges would have to be overhauled 
and restaffed. He considered it a scandal that the teaching 
profession was not better supported and the very best possible 
men selected. In the future scientific management in the 
en(ineering industry would have to devote more and more 
attention to tool room, jig .and tool design, and equipment, 
and there should not be the slightest cause for anxiety on 
the part of the workmen in developing improvements to the 
greatest possible extent; this would be where they would 
eventually find nearly all their skilled men. The want of an 
adequate supply of skilled men was preventing tool rooms 
from being thoroughly developed, with a consequent loss of a 
very large amount of production. He emphasised the fact 
that if capital and labour could onlv agree and concentrate 
more and more on tool equipment that would automatically 
solve innumerable problems. With regard to the workers’ 
objection to repetition work as being uninteresting, he did 
not think there was anvthing to fear, providing the worker 
was adequately recompensed, and able to work under healthy 
conditions. 

Lieutenant H. Soper said, with regard to the suggestion 
that an industrial research organisation should be set up on 
national lines, that practice had proved that in individual 
works the installation of scientific management was best 
earrled out by starting with a small section and using that as 
an object lesson to convert other sections, until the whole 
had been converted. In view of the distrust with which 
scientific management was at present viewed by uninformed 
emplovers and employed, he suggested that if the Govern- 
inent Were to take up the work it should commence with a 
number of model factories at which both employers and trade 
union representatives could familiarise themselves with the 
subject. 

Mr. N. Martin regarded the researches of Taylor as an 
attempt to set up standards of measurement for that most 
elusive of all quantities, human activity. and he regarded his 
work as the opening of a new era in industrial history, when 
instead of being content with a rough quantitative idea of the 
amount of human activity, based on financial results an 
exact quantitative analysis could be made beforehand of the 
amount of activity required to produce a definite result hy 
standard methods. From what he had seen of the Black 
Country a very large proportion of the workers were employed 
in repetition work, їп which no rational human being could 
be permenently interested. 'They worked not for the intrinsic 
interest of the work, but to earn their dailv bread. It was 
in such cases that Dr. Taylor's work offered to the worker. 
without increasing the monotony of his work, a greater reward 
for his labour. 

Mr. W. H. EpwanDs said that scientific management had 
for a long period been used and improved upon by firms in 
this country, but there were hundreds of factories where 
no system was used, while in some instances various systems 
were used, even in the same factorv, one department being 
up to date, and another using ancient methods. An impor- 
tant matter was the education of the skilled man for such 
positions as manager, supervisor, foreman, designer, end tool- 
maker. Many boys who had a technical school training found 
it difficult to get into large works unless thev were satisfied 
to be dumped on a repetition machine and their efforts stulti- 
bas manufacturers and others should offer facilities to such 
students. : 


The Magneto Industry in France.— As in Great Britain, 
there haa been a great development of the magneto manufacturing 
industry in France since the commencement of the war. At tha 
commencement of hostilities, it is estimated that the annual 
requirements in France in the way of ignition magnetos amounted 
to 7,590 machines, fully 90 per cent. of which were supplied from 
Germany. To meet war-time requirements, several old-established 
firms, as well as a number of new undertakings, undertook the 
manufacture of magnetos, and eventually, both ав regards output 
and quality, the home manufacturers were able to meet the whole 
of the French needs, the production rising to 1,500 magnetos per 
month. Efforts are being made to maintain the position thus 
attained, and in addition to meeting the orders for magnetos from 
French motor-car manufacturers, an export trade in the machines . 
is now being developed. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved deviess and apparatus, whieh will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest. 


The Mira Igniter. 


A British-made ignition unit, as an alternative to 
the magneto, and utilising energy from the starting 
and lighting equipment of the car, has been placed 
upon the market by the Шон Tension Co., of Bel- 

Road, Westminster, London. The unit, fig. 1, 
of which Mr. M. A. Codd is the inventor, consists 
of a transformer coil of coarse and fine wire suitably insulated, 
mounted on a rotating shaft complete with condenser and con- 
tact breaker similar to that used in magnetos. The whole 
apparatus and connections are simple and strongly made. The 
transformer, with ifs contact breaker, is rotated by the engine 
within ап insulating distributor body carrying the necessary 
number of terminals. The top of the distributor body carries 
& cover, which contains a cam ring. having the necessary 
number of cains to depress the confact-breaker spring accord- 
ing to the number of cylinders to be fired. Projecting from 
the insulating body of the transformer is a distributor comb. 
which passes the spark from the transformer to the heads of 
the terminals in the distributor leading to the plugs. There 
is a spark gap of about 1/64th in. in each case. The base of 
the distributor carries a tubular bearing, which extends with- 
in the transfornier and round its driving shaft, terminating in 
u ball thrust bearing located below the contact-breaker plate. 
The contact-breaker cover carries the spring-loaded contact 
brush, which bears on the live stud in the centre of the con- 
tact-breaker plate, whereby the current from the accumulators 
is led to the transformer, by which it is raised to a voltage 


Fic. l.—MtinA IGNrTER. 


sufficient to enable 1t to jump the gap at the plug points and 
leaves the transformer by wav of the distributor comb. "The 
appliance 1s interchangeable with most modern magnetos, and 
is fixed to the bedplate in the usual manner, the igniter shaft 
being connected up to the engine through a flexible coupling. 
It is claimed for the Mira that it gives equal results to a 
magneto at high speeds, and is far better at low speeds for 
the reason that the energy of the spark does not fall off as the 
engine speed decreases. The effect of the spark gaps between 
the distributor comb and the terminals, it is claimed, is that 
greasy or sooty plugs are rendered more positive in action 
owing to certain high-frequency phenomena. Easy starting 
18 & main feature of the device, and 1s of importance when 
using starters. as the strain on the battery is thereby reduced. 
The igniter does not give increased output of spark energy 
with increased speed; parts that may require renewal are 
readily accessible, and it is claimed to be water and damp 
proof, and the ignition can be advanced or retarded as re- 
quired. 


A New Railway and Tramway Station Indicator. 


Anything that can be done to afford relief to the serious 
overcrowding of underground railways and tramways will 
be greatly appreciated. It is held that the overcrowding 
is at least to some extent due to the fact that a large propor- 
tion of the passengers are not sure of the order of the stations, 
and are, therefore, not prepared to alight promptly when 
the train draws up at the platform at the station where 
they want to get out. Such a condition causes confusion 
amongst passengers attempting to board the train and those 
alighting, which in turn delavs the departure of the train, 
and may very easily lead to trains running on a short head- 


way piling up” quickly. To overcome these difficulties 
an iluminated indicator, which we had an opportunity of 
inspecting recently, has been designed by Messrs. INDICATORS, 
LTD., of 11, Southampton Row, London, W.C.1, and is, 
we understand, to be installed shortly, first on the Great 
Northern to Moorgate Street tube, and then will be extended 
to the Inner Circle and the Metropolitan system generally. 
The device is also applicable to tramway working where 
information concerning fares, &c., can be given as well as 
the stopping places and other matters of interest, and it is 
to be tried as an experiment on the Highbury to Westminster 
L.C.C. tramway route. The indicator, which forms the sub- 
ject of several patents, can be made to any size for any 
nuniber of stations; the device is controlled froin a master 
switchboard in the driver's cabin, it is set ut the start of 
the journey, and as soon as the train starts it works auto- 
matically. Its most ingenious feature seems to be the system 
of wiring; this forms the subject of а separate patent, and 
no matter how long the train is or how large the number 
of stations on the journey, it is only necessary to run four 
wires from coach to coach. Essentially the device consists 
of a long box, part of which is shown in fig. 2, which is 
divided into the same number of compartments as there 
are stations on the line. A glass panel frogts each com- 
partment on which is engraved the name of a station, a 
small map, and other information regarding shops, theatres, 
K., in ihe district served by the station. Behind each panel 
electric lamps are fitted which enable it to be illuminated. 
As the train leaves a particular station the panel for the 
next station at which the train will stop is lit up. all the 
others remaining dark, so that the passenger has early visual 
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Fic. 2.—Ratmway STATION INDICATOR. 


indication of the station which 1s being approached, and 
he can, therefore, make his preparations to alight accord- 
ingly. As the train commences to slow up, a blinker light 
placed in a prominent position comes into operation as an 
additional warning. If certain stations are missed, the panels 
for such stations remain in darkness, the words ‘‘ Not stop- 
ping at’’ appearing above them, but at the same time the 
panel for the next station stopped at is illuminated. The 
operation of the system is simple; a stop is provided at the 
side of the track near each station, which engages а pro- 
jecting pivoted arm carried by the moving vehicle. The arm 
is slotted to receive a pin fixed to a vertical bar in such a- 
manner that the impact causes the bar to rise. The latter. 
sliding in guides, is provided with collars which compress a 
spring. which in turn returns the arm to its normal position 
when the lever has passed over the stop. Ав the bar rises 
it makes contact with a switch arm, and thus closes the 
circuit on a solenoid which operates the arm of a step-by-step 
mechanisin, causing it to move forward through one step. 
The energy for this circuit is obtained from a battery or 
other suitable source. When the core of the solenoid reaches 
its uppermost position, a second solenoid is energised, which 
releases the switch arin, allowing it to fall into its normal 
position. the solenoid is thus de-energised and the 
device becomes ready for the next impulse. The whole 
mechanism is so interlocked that each step must be 
completed correctly before the next step in the 
sequence of operation is commenced. The solenoid and lever 
mechanism is in duplicate, one set being used when the 
train is moving forward and the other when it is reversed. 
This ensures that the step-by-step switch is not thrown out 
of gear when the train is shunted. As an extra precaution 
the whole mechanism can be thrown out of gear wben re- 
quired. An ingenious arrangement is employed to overcome 
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the difficulty encountered owing to certain trains not etopping 
at all stations. A special switch for each station is htted 
in the driver's cab, which on being closed connects the stop 
on the rotary switch corresponding to the stations which are 
to be missed to the next etop in the series. In conclusion, 
we have to thank Mr. Paul H. Waller, director, for placing 
at our disposal the illustration and the particulars set out 
above, describing a device which enables a train or tramcur 
to tell the story of its own movements trom station to station. 
The passenger has only to glance at it to be sure whether 
the train stops at his particular destination, and it also 
warns him as to the next station ahead. 


An Electric Motor Cycle. 


A new electrically-driven combination motor-cycle and side- 
car has recently been seen on the streets at ipswich. ‘The 
machine in question, we understand, was built at the Orwell 
Works of Messrs. Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies, Ltd., to the 
epecification of Mr. P. A. С. Mossay. The parts employed in 
its construction are described as having been  inerely 
asseinbled and not specially made for the purpose; if a suit- 
able frame and motor were specially designed it could be 
much improved. Even in its present form the cycle is 
credited. with travelling 30 miles on one charge of the batterv, 
which is accommodated under the seat of the side-car, under 
favourable conditions and on good flat roads. The advantages 
vf such a machine include extreme simplicity of control, 
noiselessness, and the absence of objectionable fumes and fire 
nk. Its speed is about 12 M.p.H., but it will mount hills even 
with the low-powered motor that is used, and the machine 
has been running for three months quite satisfactorily. The 
running cost is another point in favour of the machine. With 
power supply at 2d. per unit, a full charge of the battery, 
representing a distance of 30 miles, would cost 64., which 
would give 0.2d. per car-mile as the cost of fuel, whereas 
with. petrol at 3s. per gallon the cost would be 6d. "There is 
no ош a field of usefulness for an electric cvele car for town 
work. 


TRADE STATISTICS OF CANADA. 


Tar. following figures, showing the imports into and exports 
from Canada of electrical and similar materials during the 
year ended March 818%, 1918, are taken from the recently- 
issued trade statistics. Figures for the year 1913-14, being the 
last normal vear of trade, are given for purposes of compari- 
eon, and notes of any increases or decreases have been added. 
The 1916-17 figures were published on p. 596 of our issue of 
December 20th, 1918. 


IMPORTS. 
1913-4 1917-8 Inc. or Dec. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Copper wtre, plain, tinned, or plated.— 
Fron United States 115,000 953,000 — 92,000 


Electric light carbons and carbon points.— 


Frum United States 39,000 51,000 + 13,000 
» Other countries ... 50,000“ — — 50, 000 
Total 89,000 51,000 — 48,000 

* Germany $40,000. 

lIncaadeacent lamp bulbs, &c..— 

From France 2.000 1,000 = 1,000 
„„ United States 110,000 — 923,000 + 113,000 
„ Other countries |... 20,000* 10,000 — 10.000 

Total 132,000 234 (MN) — 102,000 
* Austria-Hungary $14,000. 

Electrical apparatus not mentioned (insulators, batterica 

telegraph and telephone instruments).— 

From United кир 809,000 93,000 — 716,000 
„ France ; 2 29,000 4,000 — 25,000 
. Japan * — 10,000 + 10,000 
„ Sweden " 80.000 2.000 — 78,000 
. Switzerland 3,000 — — 3.000 
» Italy aed 5,000 — — 5,000 
. United States 5.515.000 8,091,000 + 2,576,000 

Other countries ... 156,000 — — 156,000 
Total 6.597.000 8,200,000 — 1,603,000 

Petrol engines .— 

From United Kingdom 111,000 5,000 106,000 
„ United States 2.457.000 6.661.000 + 4,204,000 
„ Other countries ... 2,000 — — 2,000 

Total . . 9,570,000 6,666,000 + 4,096,000 

Steam engines. 

From United Kingdom 50.000 1.000 — 49,000 
» United States 386,000 339,000 — 47,000 
„ Italy 19,000 — — 19,000 

Total „ 453.000 840,00 - 115,00 


1913-4 1917-8 Inc. or Dec 

Steam boilers.— Dols. Dols. Dols. 

From United Kingdom 112,000 15,000 — 97,000 
„ United States 273.000 23/000 — 36,000 
„ Sweden — 1200 + 12,000 
Total 385,000 264,000 — 121,000 
Manufactures of јатар and jula perchi 
(except tires, clothing, and similar goods).— 

From United * 231,000 179,000 — 52,000 
„ France . 9,000 1,000 — 8,000 
» Japan — 11,000 4 11,000 
„ United States 716,000 881, 000 + 105,000 
„ Other countries .. 81,000 — — 81, 000 

Total 1,097,000 1,072,000 — 95,000 

Electric motors, generators, and dynamos.— 

From United ‘Kingdom 136,000 22,000 — 114,000 
» Sweden  .. n 103,000 2,000 — 101,000 
„ United States 1,542,000 1,894,000 + 352,000 
4 Other countries ... 26,000“ — — 26,000 

Total 1 807,000 ,000 1,918,000 + 111,000 


Germany $14,000. 


All machinery not mentioned, except sewing machines, 
tertile machinery, printing machinery, cke.— 


From United кшш, 1,702,000 274.000 — 1,428,000 
„ France | 79,000 — — 7,000 
„ Switzerland " 49,000 — — 49,000 
„ United States „. 12,811,000 14,649,000 ＋ 1,838,000 
„ Other countries . 181,000“ 21,000 — 160,000 

Total . 14,822,000 14, 944, 000 + 122,000 
* Austria-Hungary $8,000. 

Lighting firtures of metal (including electric).— 

From United Kingdom 31,000 4,000 — 27.000 
„ France : 8,000 8,000 — 
„  Unfted States 637, % 132,000 — 295,000 
» Japan P ae 1,000 12,000 + 11,000 
» Other countries ... 28,000“ — — 28, 000 

Total 705,000 456,000 — 249,000 
Germany $14,000. 
Iron and steel wire, single or stranded, covered with 
cotton, linen, silk, rubber or other material, 
including cables зо covered.— | 

From United Kingdom 304,000 1,000 — 303,000 
, United States 563,000 234,000 — 329, 000 
„ Otber countries ... 11, 000 — — 11,000 

Total 878,000 235, 000 — 643,000 

Mica. — EXPORTS. 

To United Kingdom 36,000 6,000 — 30,000 
„ United States 156,000 451, 000 + 295,000 
„ Other countries 17,000“ — — 17,000 

Total s. 29.000 457,000 + 288,000 
* Germany $13,000. 

Electrical apparat us.— 

To United. Kingdom 25.000 119.000 + 94,000 
„ Newfoundland 9.000 35.000 + 26,000 
» United States 67.000 452,000 4 385.000 
„ Frunce | 3.000 1,068 000 + 1,065,000 
„ Spain — 19.000 + 19,000 
„ Other countries 3,000 474,000 + 471,000 

Total 107,000 2,167,000 + 92,060,000 


Machinery (other than threshing, linotype, washing, 
and sewing machines).— 


To United Kingdom 48,000 897,000 + 849.000 
„ Newfoundland 500,000 111,000 + 55, 000 
„ New Zealand 9,000 6.000 — 3,000 
„ Argentina 9,000 5,000 — 4,000 
» France 21,000 86,000 + 65,000 
„ United States 195,000 1,549,000 + 1,354,000 
„ Russia .. — 34,000 + 34,000 
„ Australia 41.000 12,000 — 29,000 

„ Spain б — 4,000 + 4,000 
„ Other countries 27.000 218,000" + 191,000 
Total 406.000 2,922,000 + 2.516.000 

* Japan $121,000. India $19,000. ENS 

Petrol engines.— ZH 

To United Kingdom — 8.000 + 8,000 
„ Newfoundland 73,000 149,000 + 76,000 
„ United States 12.000 11.000 — 1,000 
„ Other countries 3,000 4000 + 1,000 

Total 88,000 172,000 + 84,000 


PA 


62 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. Vol. 86, No. 2.198, JANUARY 9, 1990, 


e ELECTRICITY IN TIN MINING. 


Ву D. M. W. HUTCHISON, B.Sc., M. I. E. E., and W. J. WAYTE, A. M. I. E. E. 


—— — ———— ä¶—Upũ — — — 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


Tue Federated Malay States furnish the product known in 
the metal market as Straits tin"; the exports in 1913, the 
last norinal year, were 50,127 tons of metal, value approxi- 
mately 49, 800, 000. Ihe labour force employed in tin miming 
in the same year numbered 225,000, 216,000 of this number 
being Chinese, but the adoption of machinery and other 
causes have resulted in recent years in a large decrease in the 
number employed. Machinery, which is already used to a 
large extent, is likely to come into use much mere in the near 
future. | | 

Mines under Chinese management іп 1915 produced about 
70 per cent. of the total output, and as there are less than 
half a dozen electrically-driven Chinese mining plants there 
should be great scope for, the electrical engineer in the imme— 
diate future. 

In 1917, 7,600 kilowatts of generating plant and 8,300 horse- 
power of motors were installed on tin inines, but the majority 
of mines where power is employed still use steam, generally 
in 3 Very wasteful fashion. 

The increase in the cost of firewood owing to its scarcity, 
the discovery in recent years of a valuable deposit of coal in 
Selangor suitable for burning on mechanical grates, and the 
necessity that now exists for working low-grade propositions 
on à large scale, are three factors which are bound in the near 
future to result in the installation of up-to-date economical 
power plants for mine working. 

The pre-war rate of pay for Chinese labour was 60 cents 
(Is. 5d.) a day; it is now about SO cents (IS. 104d.). 

Men in charge of electrical machinery have by law to pos- 
sess certificates of competency Issued by the Examining Board 
under the Electricity Knactment. This law extends to Euro- 
pean engineers, who, however, if assoclate members of this 
Institution, are not called upon to appear before the Board. 

The rate of pay varies greatly with the individual, especi- 
ally in the higher grades, but the following are approximate 
rates paid in Perak :— 

9nd grade chargemen $24 per month (£2 6s. 114.). 

Ist grade chargemen $40 to $75 (£4 13s. 9d. to £8 15s. 8d.). 

па grade engineer $120 to $200 (£13 IIS. 2d. to £28 8s. 8d.). 

Ist grade engineer $350 to $450 (£39 to £50 14s. 7d.). 


Oren Cast MINING. 


A typical large open. cast nine in full working consists of 
one or more huge oblong pits in the ground, perhaps 80 feet 
deep and many acres in extent. At one end of each pit will 
be an incline consisting of a double line of rails up which the 
ore is hauled to the puddler station; in another position a 
similar incline for the removal of overburden, which is 
dumped out of the way, into an old working for preference, 

The puddler station is furnished with rails and a double- 
drum winch which serves to haul up the full trucks and lower 
the empty ones. Т 

The karang (ore) is dumped into the puddler, mixed with 
water and churned, the mixture being led to sluice boxes 
through a coarse screen. 

The sluice box consists of two or three compartntents 200 
feet or so long, furnished with removable slats across the 
bottom which catch the heavier tin particles and allow the 
lighter sand and slimes to escape to the tailings dump. 

The chief uses for power are for hauling, pumping (both 
for unwatering the mine and for supplying water for the 

uddlers and sluice boxes), and for puddler driving and light- 
ing the mine at night. 

The question of generating on a large scale in central 
stations and distributing to mines has been discussed many 
times, most recently by a Commission appointed to inquire 
into various questions connected with tin mining. The 
authors do not consider that the prospects of a power company 
would be very rosy. 

A co-operative power station to supply a group of well- 
proved mines is a different proposition altogether and seems 
to be the solution of the problem. 


HpnauvLic MINING. : 


In hxdraulie mining proper the ground is eut by jets of 
water projected by monitors under a natural head of from 
50 to 400 ft., and the mixture if necessary elevated. by 
hydraulic elevators to the sluice boxes where the treatment 
follows the procedure outlined under open east mining. The 
hydraulic method is used on some of the largest properties in 
the country. - 

Where economy in the use of water is necessary, or where 
the ratio of head to lift is less than about 5 to 1, making the 
economical use of elevators out of the question, or where the 
total head would be unnecessarily high for the monitors. it is 
usual to install gravel pumps and to use part of the available 
head for generating electricity to drive these pumps, the 
remainder being used for the monitors. | | 

The gravel pump is a centrifugal pump of special make 


provided with renewable liner and wearing plates, capable of 
ralslug any море Which can enter Its open-ended suction pipe. 
Its ешсепсу 15 naturally not hig; ше conibined. elliciency 
ol puiup and motor Works out at about 42 per cent., Uie mix. 
ture pumped being about 5 per cent. solid by bulk. 

As an average the ethclenucy ot purip and pipe work may 
be taken at about 38 per cent., as against 16.0 per cent. tor 
the elevator. 

A suction dredge consists of a centrifugal pump to supply 
a monitor Jet, together with a gravel pump to elevate the 
mixture, 

Given à certain water power, JS per cent. more work can 
be done by employing the water power to generate electricity 
to drive gravel pumps than by using it for elevators. 

The pump works with a shallow open sump and a suction 
lift of 15 ft. or so as а rule, and delicate speed regulation 1s 
necessary to keep the water level in the sulup constant. 

As three-phase current is generally used owing to conveni- 
ence in distribution, it is the usual practice to drive the pumps 
by induction motors and to regulate the speed by rotor resist- 
ances. In some cases the motors are run at full speed and 
throttling pieces put in the deiivery pipe, Which has the effect 
of introducing artificial head, thus cutting down the delivery. 
Both these methods are, of course, Wastetul, but it is probable 
that they will continue in use in preference to the use of 
direct current. 

In the divided-volume system the cutting is done by jets of 
water under natural head directed on to the working face by 
monitors, the size of the jet being usually about 2 in. dia- 
nieter. 

The whole of the available ‘pressure water is piped to the 
mine and there utilised partly to supply monitors and partly 
to generate electricity tor the purpose of driving gravel pumps 
to elevate the mixture cut by monitors. 

‘the extra amount of water available for cutting, and con- 
sequently the extra ground cut by substituting gravel pumps 


for elevators, 1s considerable. 


The gravel pump is capable of a maximum lift of about 
100 ft., although it loses efliciency, except in the largest 
sizes, at lifts much over 70 ft.; but pumping in two lifts by 
gravel pumps, where necessary, is hardly less eflicient than 
pumping in one, whereas to use elevators in two lifts is an 
exceedingly inethcient process. 

It is the usual practice where a high fall is available to use 
the first part of the fall for generating electricity, which 1s 
transmitted to the mine for driving gravel pumps. The re- 
mainder of the fall is used for monitors, and as of course all 
the water which pusses the Pelton wheels in the electric power 
station goes on to the monitors, this may be called the divided- 
head system. 

BUCKET DREDGING. 


Bucket dredging is a form of alluvial mining which has 
become very popular in the Federated Malay States during 
the last few усагх, and will doubtless become more so, as the 
richer and more easily worked alluvial deposits become ex- 
hausted. By this means, low-lving tin-bearing Jand of low 
grade can be worked at a profit which would not be practi- 
cable by any other method. 

At the present time 17 dredges are operating in the F. M. S.. 
only one of which is driven electrically, so that with a cheap 
supply of power tin dredging should open a wide tield to the 
electrical engineer. The best values are usually on limestone, 
so that the dredge and machinery must be of very robust con- 
struction to withstand the severe shocks which are of frequent 
occurrence. 

TYPICAL INSTALLATIONS. 


The most modern example of hydraulic-electrie mining in 
the Federated Malay States is the Batu Karang mine of the 
Idris Hydraulic Tin Co., Ltd., which is worked entirely by 
gravel pumps driven clectrically, the power for generating 
current and cutting purposes being obtained from water on 
the '' divided-head ” system. 

The pipe line to the power house is SL chains long and is 
designed to carry 400 to 450 eu. ft. of water per minute, the 
gross head being 955 ft. and the effective head 935 ft. The 
diameter of the pipe varies from 21 in. to 16 in. 

The plant installed consists of two Pelton wheels, each of 
700 p.H.P., 750 m.P.M., with governors of the oil-pressure type 
fitted with hydraulic automatic servo-motors operating com- 
bined needle nozzles and deflectors. These drive through 
flexible couplings two alternators, each of 450 KW., three-phase. 
50 periods, 400 volts, with the exciter overhung on an exten- 
sion of the alternator shaft. 

A bank of three single-phase transformers raises the pres- 
sure to 3,000 volts for transinission. 4 

The transmission line is 14 miles in length and consists of 
bare copper wire, with an earth wire. The poles are of steel 
with cast-iron bases and buckled plates. The lightning 
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arresters at each end of the line are of the horn type with 
powdered carbon Brazil resistances. These arresters in 
conjunction with the earth wire have been found to give good 
protection against lightning. E | 

The water after leaving the Pelton wheels is discharged into 
the intake of the lower pipe line outside the power station. 

The pipe line is 14 miles in length, 16 in. in diameter, and a 
pressure of 170 lb. per sq. in. is obtained at the bottom of the 
mine Where the water is used for cutting purposes with moni- 
tors. 

The sub-station contains one bank of single-phase step-down 
oil-cooled transformers, each of 125 K. v. A. rating, 1, 000% 0 
volts connected star-star, and one bank of single-phase trans- 
formers as above, but of 50 K. v. A. rating. The neutral point 
of each group of transformers is earthed through a resistance. 

The total height from the bed-rock to the sluice box varies 
from 70 to 90 ft., and a double-stage system of working is 
arranged with gravel pumps. ‘The larger gravel-pump motors 
are all provided with liquid. controllers connected in the rotor 
circuit and capable of reducing the speed 50 per cent. con- 
tinuously if required. са 

Lhe Idris Mine is equipped throughout with electrical 
machinery of British manufacture. 

At the French Kampar Mine most of the property is being 
worked on the suction dredge system. Power is generated in 
two stations, the original hydro-electric plant consisting of 
two horizontal radial outward tlow turbines working under the 
unusually high head for this class of machine of 1,312 ft. 

The Diesel station, which is quite close to the hydro-electric 
plant, houses a Diesel engine driving a 400-kw. alternator. 

Ihe total capacity of the two plants in parallel is 744 KW., 
but for ordinary running the Diesel is looked upon as a 
stand-by to the water power which is apt to run short at 
tunes. The pressure is 6,000 volts, three-phase, with insulated 
neutral. 

Кашрат is a town situated at the foot of a large range of 
mountains, and it experiences lightning storms of remarkable 
severity, hence the lightning arrester pear deserves attention. 

At the power house end the gear is housed in a separate 
building, and comprises horn-gaps and water leaks. The 
former’ have a. break of 5 min. and a resistance consisting of a 
coluun of alkaline electrolyte contained in two open-ended 
earthenware tubes provided with electrodes. The water leaks 
are of the enclosed type consisting of two glass tubes in 
parallel, 500 шш. iong and 14 min. internal diameter, con- 
nected between each phase and earth. A continuous circula- 
tion of water is maintained through the tubes. Flat choke 
coils are placed in the power house. 

At the sub-stations, horn-gaps with 7unm. openings under 
cover with flat choke coils are installed on the high-tension 
i the transformer neutrals being earthed on the secondary 
side. 

This arrester gcar gives good results except in heavy storms, 
when it is considered advisable to shut down. At the mine 
gravel and nozzle pumps are installed. 

The Lahat Mines, Ltd., are a good example of open-cast 
working, the depth at the present time being 145 ft., but bores 
have been sunk to a depth of 250 ft. from the surface and the 
bedrock has not been reached. 

The karang is raised to the puddlers in trucks up two in- 
clines 600 ft. long, each served by а 40-в.н.Р. electric winch. 
Power is also used for pumps and puddlers, energy being pur- 
chased from another mine. | 

The Tin Bentong Mine is being worked by an electrically- 
driven bucket dredge. Power is generated by a hydro-electric 
plant amd transmitted 44 miles to Bentong at 11,000 volts. 

A unique feature of the installation is the use of water 
contaming an abnormal amount of sand in suspension. 

There is naturally a considerable amount of wear of nozzles, 
needles, and buckets, but the fact remains that the presence 
of considerable amounts of solid matter in water does not 
Prevent its use with moderate spouting velocities. 

The lightning arresters in the power house and sub-station 
are of the aluminiuii-cell type surmounted as usual with spark 
рар and charging device. Between each line and earth and 
between line and line there are two cells in series. This 
arrangement has worked well. 

The connection from the shore to the dredge is made by a 
three-core cable. The cores are insulated with vuleanised 
india-rubber, laid together, and wrapped overall with five laps 
of varnished cambric; the cable is then served. with com- 
pounded jute and armoured with galvanised iron wire. The 
о the cable is taken by barrels floating in the dredge 
Paddock, 


Т.осл, CONDITIONS. 


The authors draw attention to certain details in the specifica- 
Don of machinery which, often disregarded entirely, are of 
Vital importance. 

The climate of the Malay Peninsula is moist and hot, the 
shade temperature rarely exceeding 90 deg. Г. The rainfall 
Vanes from 90 to 130 in. for the year. 

j t is not advisable to generate at a higher pressure than 

233) volts, owing to the rapid deterioration of insulating 
umterials due to the moisture-laden atmosphere. 

For transmission so far 11,000 volts is the highest pressure 
M use, For higher voltages special precautions would prob- 
ably be necessary on account of the dampness of the atmos- 

ere, 


For new installations the authors recommend а voltage of 


.400 at motor terminals for a three-phase alternating-current 


System. | | 
It is а common sight to see motors, which have been rated 


on the assumption that they would be used in a temperate 


climate, working continuously up to their full load as marked 
on the name piate, and even at overloads; this accounts to 


а great extent for the large amount of rewinding that has 


to be done. The temperature of the air should be taken as 
95 deg. F. under cover, and the following tem perature-rises 
should not be exceeded: Generators and motors after six 
hours’ run at full load, 63 deg. F.; motors driving interiuittent 
loads after one hour's run at full load, 70 deg. F. 

The water-tube boiler is most suitable. The use of the 
marine type with steel casing would probably be an advantage, 
as neither material nor labour for brickwork is good. A type 
using one length of tube only is advisable. 

Turbines are being used for plants of 500 KW. and over. 
Larger condensers wil be required than in England as the 
temperature of the cooling water will be about 56 deg. F. to 
90 deg. F. The most suitable high-pressure switchgear is 
the totally enclosed ironclad sliding-carriage type. It must 
be insect and lizard proof, all ventilating holes should be 
covered with fine gauge wire netting, and all instruments 
should be enclosed. For low and medium pressures the ordi- 
nary marble-panel central-statioa type is quite satisfactory. 

For high pressures multicore paper-insulated lead-sheathed 
armoured cable should be used. For low and medium pres- 
sures rubber-insulated cables may be used. 

In view of the difticultv of drying out transformer windings 
after they have been innnersed in oil, moderate sizes should 
be shipped in oil from the factory. Air-cooled transformers 
are not desirable. 

For transmission lines steel poles are advisable, wooden 

les of the necessary length being expensive and hard to 


obtain. With steel poles an earth wire is essential. 


At certain periods of the year thunderstorms are of frequent 
occurrence, and lightning is very severe in some localities. 
Protection for overhead lines can best be obtained by :— 

l. The use of step-up and step-down transformers for all 
but very short lines and by heavily reinforcing the insulation 
of the transformer coils nearest to the line, in conjunction 
with arresters of the horn type with carbon resistance in series 
with the earthed horn, or with electrolytic arresters. 

2. An earth wire above the power wires, earthed at frequent 
intervals. 

3. Earthing the neutral point of the generator and step- 
down transformer on the low-tension side. 

In no case within the authors’ knowledge where step-up and 

step-down oil-cooled transformers have been used, has damage 
by hghtning been experienced other than to the line; on the 
other hand, in those plants where air-cooled transformers 
have been used or the generators have been connected direct 
to the line, failures of transformers, switchboard instruments, 
and generators, have invariably occurred even where earth 
wires have been used. 

For lighting circuits a voltage of 230 must not be exceeded, 
and this may best be obtained from a small transformer: if 
single-phase, the centre point of the winding should be earthed, 
if three-phase the neutral point. The voltage between any 
two wires should not exceed 330. There have been several 
fatalities due to shock on alternating-current lighting circuits 
where the potential to earth was 280 or over. 

Mine distribution is invariably effected by overhead wires 
on hard wood pole lines, the winimum height being nominally 
15 ft. Connections between lines and switchgear are made 
by rubber cables, bare wires not being allowed within 7 ft. 
of any building. Rubber insulation lasts about 1S months if 
exposed to the weather, but so far no satisfactory substitute 
has been found to replace it; probably three-core. rubber- 
insulated. armoured cable would last longer, as the rubber 
would be shielded from the direct ravs of the sun. 

The only type of nine switchgear that can be called safe 
is the totally enclosed interlocked ironclad type. No-voltage 
and overload releases should be fitted in all cases. All iron 
work and motor frames must be earthed, and usually this 
means an earth plate to every motor. 

Motors wound for voltages above 500 are not necessary for 
the majority of mining work, and, except in large sizes, are 
undesirable. 

Former-wound stator coils should Бе used in preference to 
hand-wound. With Semiclosed slots it has been found that 
coils of the“ eut and push through " type are the most satis- 
factory. The slot insulation of all foriner-wound coils should 
be of mica moulded on to the coil after winding, the coil being 
treated under vacuum with a suitable impregnating solution 
before being placed in position. in the slot. | 

Trouble with hand-wound coils has been frequently experi- 
enced, more especially in high-voltage motors, due to the 
dificulty of packing the wires tightly inside the slot and 
excluding air. 

Manufacturers also frequently wind the coils so that the end 
turns are adjacent and have to withstand the full voltage of 
the coil. 

Where speed regulation is specified, brushes and slip-rings 
should be of liberal design, and the latter should be well spaced 
to prevent short-circuits in starting. The most satisfactory 
type of resistance is the cast-iron grid, trouble having been 
experienced with liquid resistances. 
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The connections between switch-panel and starter and be- 
tween rotor and resistances are best made by three-core 
armoured cable equipped with sealing boxes, but single-core 
rubber-insulated cable if properly protected is quite satisfac- 
tory for medium pressures. E 

Winches should be of the double-drum variety with motor, 
resistances, switches, and tramway-type controler mounted 
on а bedplate of structural steel, the whole arrangement being 
as portable as is consistent with strength. The best arrange- 
ment is to mount driving spur wheel and band brake between 
the drums; this, without unduly increasing the width of the 
winch, gives the drums a wider pitch. The pitch of the rails 
is usually from 4 ft. 6 in. to 6 ft. 6 in., and a drum pitch of 
3 ft. 9 in. gives good results. . 

As a high-speed puddler runs аё 120 R. P. M. it is usual to 
employ a single- reduction back-geared motor in conjunction 
with a belt drive, a flvwheel being generally used to help the 
motor at the moment the karang 1s dumped. Gears should 
run in an oil bath, otherwise owing to the dust and grit which 
is always about they become intolerably noisy. 

The centrifugal pump is invariably used, as the water 
pumped contains grit in all cases. Purchasers of pumps 
ош obtain characteristic curves for each pump they pur- 
chase. 

When the alluvial deposits have been turned over and over 
by processes of increasing efficiency until their valuable con- 
tents have been exhausted, a time wil come when lode 
mining will receive more attention. | 

As lode mining is sure to be carried out by European com- 
panies in future, we may look forward to the time when 
there will be a fairly heavy demand for electrical power from 
this source. ; 

The engineering problems in lode mining are practically 
similar to those encountered in gold mining. 

Finally, the authors urge all mine managers to install proper 
recording instruments, and to keep accurate records of power 
costs as & matter of routine; by oinitting to do so one of the 
advantages of the electric drive is thrown away. 


—— Áá— 
NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1919. 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Сери акагеміу for this journal by Messrs. Ssrrow-Jowuzs, O'DeL anp 
8 (successors to W. P. Thompson & Co., of don), Chartered 
Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


32,040. Methods of transmission with alternating-current systems." A. M. 
Taytor. December 22nd. 

32,044. parking plugs." C. E. Perks. December 22nd . 

232.060. Telegraph and telephone insulators.” E. D. M. SCRIVENOR and 
Taytor, TuNNicLIFF & Co. December And. 

32,064. Electrical coal-cutting machines." Hunter & Jack, W. A. Jack 
and F. A. Scott. December 22nd. 

32.066. '' Automatically-operated electric switches." P. S. Brook and J. 
A. Hirst. December 22nd. 

32,080. '' Production of electric oscillations for radio telegraphy or tele- 
phony.” F. S. Campers. December 22nd. ` 

32,090. ‘* Protective devices for electric circuits.” 
Houston Co. (General Electric Co.) December 22nd. 

32,109. ** Sparking plugs." О. G. Neat and W. S. SHEPHARD. 
ber 22nd. 

32,132. '' Manufacture of plates or sheets by electro deposition." S. О, 
Cowper Cores. December 22nd. 

32.136. ** [onic valves." G. Horst and Naiwwtoozr VreNNOOTSCHAP. PiiLiPs 
GLOEILAMPENFABRIEKEN and E. OOSTERHUIS. (Holland, December 31st, 1918.) 
December. 22nd. 

32.138. Controlling means for carburetters, magnetos, &c." О. Н. Dyke 
and L. A. Ronrers. December 22nd. 

32.164. Electrical heater for wells." D. Diver. December 23rd. 

32,194-5. '' X-ray apparatus," British THomsox-Houston Co. 
Electric Co.) December 23rd. 

$2,197-9-10, *' Electric lamps." W. R. Виллмоке. December 23rd. 

32,006-7. '' Sparking plugs." C. M. Horn. December 23rd. 

42,206. “Trip mechanism for electric-ignition devices for internal-com- 
bustion engines," A. J. Ap ms. December 23rd. 

2.231. Manufacture of dry batteries for pocket lamps, &c.“ M. Zu. Eu. 
December 23rd. 

32,244. '' Thermionie valves." II. Sr. J. pt A. DowwisrHORPE. Decem- 
ber 23rd. 


British THOMSON- 


Decem- 


(General 


32.280. “Incandescent lamps," W. E. Jons. December 94th. 
32.289. Electric switches, &c." J. P, ANNaACKER. December 24th. 
32,295. '' Thermionic amplifiers." II. L. CkowrnkR and J. ROBINSON. 


December 24th. 

32,311. © Electric. vaporiser," G. ENG AND. December 24th. 

32,327. *' Electrically-operated mechanism for driving clockwork trains, &c."' 
F. Hol bEN. December 24th. 

32,328. '' Engine starters." 
ber 19th, 1917.) 

32.346. Electric circuit controllers." F. Brenorr. December 24th, 

32,371-3. '' Electric arc lamps." F. Волкрмалх, F. R. Волкомах and R. 
V. BoaRDMAN. December 24th. | 

32,372. * Reflectors for electric, &c., lamps." F. Boarpman, F. R. Волнр- 
MAN and R. V. BoarpMax. December 94th. 

32,374. Shades, globes and reflectors for electric, &c., lamps." J. Mason. 
December 24th. 

32,3392. '' Sparking plugs.“ E. F. 
NANKIVELL, December 24th, 

32,393. "' Reception of electro-radiant energy.“ F. 
ber 24th. (. S., March 31st, 1916.) | 

32.404. Portable electric lamps.“ A. Conen, II. W. 
ZSINKOVITS. December 24th. 

32,405. tt Telegraphic wireless systems.“ II. J. 
A. Т. M. Jons SON. December 24th. 

2. 100. Magnetic separators for treating ferrous ores," F. 
December 24th, 

22All. „ Transmissions of electro-radiant energy." F. A. KorsreR, De- 
cember 24th. (U.S., November 27th, 1916.) 

32,413. '' Aerial systems for wireless signalling." S. B. $мин and G. M. 
WRIGHT, December 24th. 

32.415. Reception or transmission of electro-radiant energy." 
RovsteR, December 24th. (U S., January 30th.) ` 


У. Benpnix. December 24th. (.S., Decem- 


Викки. and S, E. Gress and T. E. 
A. Korster. Decem- 
MILLFR and F. 
Drang, B. FRANKLIN and 


QUINONERI. 


F. A. 


32,425. “ Housings of electrical switchgear,” A. H. Curtis and Ioranio 
Ececrric Co. December 24th. 

32,450. “ Electric heaters." H. F. Mactaucuim and Simecex ComDuUITS, 
Lro., and L. M. WaterHouse. December 29th. 

32.451. ‘ Electric switches, circuit breakers, &c.'' V. Horx. 
ber 29th. 

32,452. Electric switches." V. Horr. December 29th. 

32,454. “Telegraph printing systems.“ AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE MANUPACTUR- 
Inc Co., H. H. Harrison and 5. R. Sunn. December 29th, 

32,474. °° Automatically-adjustable ignition for inter nal combustion engines.“ 
Horstmann Cars, Lro., and 5. A. Horstmann. December 29th. 

32,491. Electric liquid heater." A. E. Каласнам, C. A. KALLAcHAN, T. 
KarracHAN, and J. A. Smith. December 29th. 


Decem. 


32,495. '' Telephone receivers, transmitters, &c." — S. Носки, Decem- 
ber 29th. 

32.517. Duplex cable signalling.“ I.. Cour. December 29th. 

32,533. © Cominutators for Ford car engines." A. E. Lamkin. Decem- 
ber 29th. 

32,532. '' Means for producing electric power." M. Harris. December 29th. 

32,533. ''Communicators for Ford car engines." A. E. Lamkin, Decem- 
ber 29th. 

32,536. “ Electrical heating apparatus," E. P. Dyer and V. E. Joyce. De- 


cember 29th. 

32,976. ''Magnetos." Auxgic ad Boscu Macneta Corporation. December 
29th. (U.S., February 20th.) 

32,588. ''Regulating mechanism for electrical insulators.” Soc. ANON. DES 
EsastrissEMENTS. L. Biertot. December 29th, (France, December 28th, 1918.) 

32.597. Magnetos for multi-cvlinder engines." AMERICAN Boscu MAGNETO 
Corporation. December 29th. (U.S., March 27th.) 

32.611. Mounting blades on the electric, &c., fans," W. S. Burritt. De- 
cember 30th. 

32,624. “ Apparatus for electric welding.” 
ber 30th. 

32,654. '* Sparking plugs." W. A. Harser. December 30th. 

32,658. ‘‘ Apparatus for electrically-controlling railway trains through the 
track.” A. R. Ancus. December 30th. (Sweden, October 10th, 1917.) 

32,670. *'' Electro-mechanical devices for producing vibratory motion." H. 
J НАхКЕЕ. December 30th. 

32,675. '' Means for attachment of electric wire to sparking plug." M. M. 
SwINNARD, December 30th. 

32,682. *'' Electric torches.” W. G. HrpceLL. December 30th. 

32,687. '' Permanent magnets," S. Z. рк Ferranti. December 30th. 

32.692. Electric coils." M. B. O'Leary. December 30th. 

32,693. *'' Electrical toy motors." M. B. O'Leary. December 30th. 

32,700. '' Manufacture of negative electrodes for galvanic elements.” F. 
Bocker and А. Eichnorr. December 30th, 

32,701. °*' Production of galvanic elements," F. 
December 30th. 


32,703. '' Magneto-electric machines.“ A. M. ALLEN and R. B. Norm. 
December 30th. 


32,706. '' Apparatus for suspending electric heating appliances used in hair 


К. Е. WOODBURN. Decem- 


Восккк and A. Еснноғе. 


"dressing." H. Seeetjens. December 30th. 


22.707. Audible and visible electric signalling systems for calling atten- 
dants.” M. V. key and Foster ENGINEERING Co. December 30th. 

12,713. Rotors of electrical machines.“ MASCHINENFABRIK OERLIKON. De- 
cember 30th. (Switzerland, January 30th.) 

32.724. Variable electrical resistances," A. Bursitt. December 830th. 

32.729. Electro-magnetic mechanism for operating relays." — AUTOMATIC 
TELEPHONE MaNtFAC1URING Co. and A. E. Hupp. December 3Ist. 

32.732. Comrol of crane hook motions actuated by  alternating-current 
electro motors.” H. Morris, Lrp., and W. N. Wesron. December 31st. 

32,753. ‘ Electric fans and the like." J. B. Matrass (Росе). Dceem. 


ber 3lst. 
ет “ Electrodes for oxidising nitrogen." F. H. Lorine. Decem- 
ber 3lst. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


. The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1917. 
3.604. ICC cls. C. J. Beaver and E. A. Claremont. March 12th, 
1917. (135,874.) 

1918. 


17,429. ĪCNITION APPARATUS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES, 
Whaley Engine Co. November 2nd, 1917. (120,887.) 

18,072. ELECTRO-MAGNETIC WAVE TRANSMITTING AND RECFIVING SYSTEMS, P. D. 
Eckersley, Мау Sth, 1919. (135,895.) 

18,076. FLECTRO-MAGNETIC WAVE NAVIGATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS, J. E. Murray 
and J. Robinson. November sth, 1918. (135,896.) 

19,906. METHOD OF AND APPARATUS FOR THE CONTROL OF ELECTRIC. SUPPLY 
meant. H. J. Read and W. J. Brandsom, December And, 1918. (135,922) 

19,955. ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES. W. А, Cocking and W. 
К. Hean. December 3rd, 1915. (135,936.) 

19,9855. ELECTRIC VAPORISERS AND HEATERS. Electro Steam Radiator Co. No- 
vember 30th, 1917. (121,285.) 

20,004. MIL TSS RECEIVING GEAR. British Thomson-Houston Co. and R. C. 
Clinker, December 3rd, 1918. (135,932) 

20,178. ErkCTRICALLY-PROPELLED. TRUCKS, TRACTORS AND LIKE VEHICLES. 
Н. Mossay. December Sth, 1918. (135,951 .) 

20,2341. ASSEMBLING AND SUPPORTING TUBULAR PONTS FOR CARRYING ELECTRIC 
INSULATORS. I.. Joubert. December Gth, 1918. (135,953.) 

20,650. ELECTRIC HEATER FOR AUTOMOBILE RADIATORS AND WATER STORAGE 
Tanks. J. D. Browder, December llth, 1918. (135,964.) 

20,910. Evecrric RINGING keys. J. Davis & Son and G. Dearle. December 
иһ, 1918. (135,971.) 

1919. 


139. ELECTRIC IGNITION SYSTEMS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES, 
Engineering Laboratories Co. January 2nd, 1918. (122, 184.) 

806. ELECTRICAL EARTHING DEVICES. R. S. Woops. January lth, 1919. 
(136 002.) 

1,266. COMBINED ELECTRIC SWITCHFS AND PLUG CONNECTORS. M. J. Railing, 
J. H. Farthing and J. B. Levee. January 17th, 1919. (136,006.) 

1,752. LAMP SHADE TILTING DEVICES. A. S. Cubitt. January 23rd, 1919, 
(136,012.) 

2,145. VARIABLE RESISTANCES PARTICULARLY ADAPTED FOR USE IN ELECTRIC WELD- 
INC. Quasi-Are Co. and A. P. Strohmenger. January 29th, 1919. (136,016.) 

2,569. IGNITION OF INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. C. Н. T. Alston. Febru- 
агу Ist, 1919. (136,022) 


American 


P. A. 


Dayton 


3,024. STORAGE BAITERIES FOR ELECTRICITY. G. F. Cooke. February 7th, 
1919. (136,026.) 
3,903. ELECTRIC ARC FURNACES. M'. E. Moore. February 13th, 1919. 


(1:36 034.) 

7,498. RADIO-TRLEGRAPHIC TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS. W. 
(А. Taylor.) March 25th, 1919. (136,059.) 

8,085. MACHINES FOR USE. IN THE MANUFACTURE. OF ELECTRIC INCANDESCENT 
LAMPS AND IHF LIKE. British Thomson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co.) 
March 31st, 1919. (136,062.) 

10.755. MANUFACTURE OF MANGANESE AND ITS ALLOYS IN THE ELECTRIC FURNACE, 
C. L. Lenoir. Januari sth, 1914. (126,303.) 


J. Mellersh-Jackson. 
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Birkby's | * ELO" 


For all parposes for which moulded in- 
is required specify ELO“ — 
which is water, oil and fireproof. 
„ „ „ „„ „ „ „5 „ „ „ i „ „ „ „ „ „& „ „ 
o. pe BIRKBY X GOODALL. LTD. 
VERSEDGE, YORKSHIRE, 


WRIGHT 


AC. and 
bc. 


Phone: 499. 
Tet, : Motor. 


MOTORS. 


WRIGHT MOTORS, Ltd. HALIFAX. 
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


SMALL TURNED PARTS and CASTINGS 


for ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 
A. MORTON, 
6, Tenby Street North, Birmingham. 


BROOK 


ONE, TWO and THREE-PHASE 


MOTORS. 
See Sup. 50. 


SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST F. MOY, LTD., 


Manufacturing Electrical Блог апа 
Government Contractors 


GREENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 


MICA & MICANITE 
TAYLOR & PETTERS, LTD., 


40, Hatton Garden, London, E.C. 1. 


Phone: 
4575 Central. Bee Page ii, 
MOTORS. * DYNAMOS. 


VICTORIA DYNAMO & MOTOR CO., 


CRAVEN HOUSE, 


Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 


"Phone: Gerrard 1245. 


Advertisement Index, see page xxxvi. 


CHURTON 


evt and Porrot 


P MOTORS... 


T. HARDING CHURTON & co., LTD., 


— Works, Water Lane, LEEDS. 
SKATOSKALO 
BOILER SCALING TOOLS. 


Sole Maker : 


FRANK GILMAN, 
9, Westfield Road, BIRMINGHAM. 


Bee Advertisement this week, page xxxvil. 
“EMPIRE” 


AUTOMATIC CONTROL 


FOR 
Pumps, Compressors, Machine Tools. 


ELECTRIC CONTROL. LIMITED, GLASGOW. 


WESTERN-ELECTRIC 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Norfolk House, Victoria Embankment, W.C.2 
Works: NORTH WOOLWICH, LONDON, E. 


TELEPHONES & CABLES. 


Bee Advertisement last week, p. xxix. 


CONNOLLY’S (BLACKLEY), Lo. 


for 
WIRES AND CABLES.. 


Bee Advertisement thie week, р. iit. 


WHITE 
Electrical | Instrument Co., ftd. 


24€ 6. GLOUCESTER ST., 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON, В.С. 1, 


Phone: 
City, 8660, 


Wire: 
Voltograph, London, 


ELECTRIC MOTORS. 


One, Two and Three-Phase. 


BRITTAIN’S ELECTRIC MOTOR Co. 
(Late Langdon-Davies Electric Motor Co.), 
110, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 4. 


INSULATING 
-- BEADS - - 


Immediate Delivery. 


HOLDER-HARRIDEN LTO., 2 f. 


London, E.C 


| 
| 


MOTORS, 


Park Place, N. 
mir RR NE Shon dia ч ены 


PA ^ CABLE. 
<S “STEAMERS. 


Эн. See page xi. 


HO S E. Leather and Gutta-Percha, 
КАЕ 


o ©. R DERMATINE co., Ltd., 
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when we settled down to the operations attending post-war 
trade competition. To the idealist it may seem а thousand 
pities that it should be so, and even to average commercial 
minds it may appear that the world-need for manufactures 
is so great that fer a time, at any rate, there yill be enough 
for all to.do without indulging in big talk reviving former 
asperit ies and causing irritation to those. easily influenced 
by such things. Personally, we have become so accustomed 
to the extravagant statements of ambitious advocates ‘in 
other countries, European and otherwise, as to their 
lick-creation intentions, that we decline to quake 
at the utterance thereof. In this, we confess to 
something in common with the President of the 
Board of Trade, who declines to “shiver” at the 
prospect of foreign competition. Foreign competition is 
going to be keen—there is no doubt about that, and it 
seems certain that, sooner or later, British manufacturers, 
if they have the support of the workers, are going to do 
their part to make it so. Have not our industrial organ- 
isations been preparing for a long time, so that they might 
be equal to the attack when it came? And are they not 
preparing also to deliver attack when the situation requires 
it? Yet though there is this preparation proceeding in 
many conntries, it seems to us that it might be a little 
more gracious on the part of some people if, in these early 
days, they were a little less aggressive. We recognise 
that in all nations there will always be some who will 
be unable to refrain from dreams of exercising world- 
power commercially. Sometimes, as in Germany during 
certain stages of the downfall of Prussian Militarism, 
statements designed to make our British blood run cold 
were made by men whose idols now lie broken into 
fragments. Much of this sort of thing was mere camouflage 
to hide. the fear that they were losing. , Is it likely that we 
shall be upset by what we will call the bad taste of some 
of our prosperous trans-Atlantic industrial friends? * 
We are not concerned, in making these remarks, with 
the world schemes of United States electrical export or- 
ganisations that have been established to satisfy some of 
the general hunger for electrical manufactures, for we have 
not come across tactless speeches from these sources 
expressive of world-power intentions. We are touching the 
subject now because correspondents in New Zealand are 
showing signs of anger at the utterances of a certain 
Mr. Montague, who “bears the discredit of having 
framed ” the Webb-Pomerene Act passed by the U.S. Legis- 
lature "in 1918. This Act, to which we alluded at the time, 
was intended to exempt American foreign trade combina- 
tions from the provisions of the Anti-Trust Legislation of 
the U.S. Mr. Montague has been addressing certain 
textile authorities, textile traders having decided to avail 
themselves of the Act and put up £4,000,000 to “ carry 
on." Nobody can object to that, even if it does, as a 
New Zealand paper says, enable them to employ “all the 
iniquitous dodges conceived by the most scoundrelly of 
trust magnates, and which would place them behind prison 
bars if attempted in their own country . . . inan 
endeavour to throttle competition." It is a game that two, 
or three, or even twenty, can play if they are so minded— 
deplorable as it seems after we have fought side by eide for 
higher purposes on the battlefields of Europe. "What we do 
take mild exception. to, is such talk as this from Mr. 
Montague, or any other American world-power hot-head :— 
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* We have provided the machinery by which the whole 
of the energy, the wealth, and the brains of each American 
industry, will co-operate to crush down foreign opposition 
in foreign markets, and secure those markets in their 
entirety for American manufacturers.” 

If this were the first time we had heard this sort of thing, 
we might have to think whether to obey .the popular 
demand Hands ор!” while the brigand bagged the booty. 
As it is, however, we prefer to order pistols for two—that is 
more like the British way. Mark the hurry and hustle of 
this American booster! Fancy the American trade being 
deprived of all the eneryy and wealth, and even the brains 
too, now required to run its Home industries, because they 
are to be diverted to crush out a few poor innocent, helpless, 
stupid foreign worms “ in their entirety.” And after that ? 
* We will tack the cost of it all on to the price," and make 
the ** foreigner " pay, said one, Steenbohm by name. 

Shall we be pardoned for daring to remember that our 
trans-Atlantic cousins got into our markets, and became 

rosperous right there, while we were at death-grips ex- 

austing Germany? Can it be that something has dis- 
appointed those of whom Mr. Montague and Mr. Steenbohm 
are representative? Is the outlook not so promising as 
they expected it to be? Are the stars in their courses not 
leading all the buyers of the world in the right direc- 
tion? Without waiting to witness the blush of shame— 
or pride—on the cheek of Brother Jonathan, let us hasten 
to credit our splendid Ally with a desire to continue to 
dwell in normal harmonious commercial rivalry with other 
peoples— Peace 'Treaty or no Peace Treaty—and let us regard 
Mr. Montague's outburst as an exceptional, but, perhaps, 
inevitable, pleasantry heralding the beginning of the biggest 
trade war the world has ever seen. 


IN his recent paper before the Insti- 
custius Spaten, tution of Electrical Engineers on 
osting Systems. apt 

“Scientific Management," Capt. Scott 

Maxwell drew attention to efficient costing systems as an 
essential feature of scientific management. The point, 
however, did not receive much attention in the discussion, 
perhaps for the reason that the author himself asked that 
principles should be concentrated upon by the various 
speakers, rather than details. The importance of efficient 
costing systems and staffs, however, is emphasised by the 
‘inauguration of the Institute of Costs and Works 
Accountants. This is not a Trade Union, but an addition 
to technical societies of considerable importance to the 
engineering and other industries, for it is its. object to 
promote the higher efficiency of those engaged as works 
accountants in order to render them more valuable to their 
employers. In spite of all that has been said and done with 
regard to scientific management, there is evidence that the 
importance of the position of works accountant is too often 
under-estimated in relation to its value in assisting the 
management in framing ita policy. Moreover, it is not 
recognised as fully as it should be that costing is an 
intricate and costly business, which needs some knowledge 
of the particular industry in order effectively to carry 
it out. Many firms have formulated new ideas on this 
question as the result of experience gained during the war, 
when costing had to be approached from quite a different 
angle to that which was followed previously, and these firms 
are not likely in future to hand the work of costing over ta 
any clerk, as is even now too often the case. The engi- 
neering trades may well investigate what the printing trade 
has done in this connection. Several years before the war 
it was found that the costing system in the printing trade 
was more or less in a hopeless muddle, and some of the 
leading firms got together and formulated a costing system 
which has now been standardised to such an extent, that it 
is claimed it can be applied to any business, whether the 
number of employes be three or three thousand. Obviously 
the primary function of the works and costs accountant is to 
provide the works manager or the managing director, or 
both, with periodical figures of the cost of the various pro- 
ducts in the firm’s programme, in order to assist in the 
formulation of a policy. Indeed, the works accountant 
should be looked to for advice in interpreting what his 


figures purport to show. Looked at from this point of 
view, it will be seen how se and distinct are the 
works accountant and the chartered accountant, yet this is 
not always appreciated, for the so-called works accountant, 
if he goes by such a name, is too often expected to work 
under the direction of the chartered accountant, who merely 
comes in half-yearly or yearly, for audit purposes. More- 
over, the experience of many firms during the war was 
that even chartered accountants are not always аи fai! 
with the intricacies of works costing in ite highly-developed 
state, for many were the disputes with the Government 
chartered accountants concerning the ever-vexed problem 
of overhead charges. "There is, too, a certain irony in the 
fact that in America, the reputed home of scientific 
management, there was even greater trouble than here 
between the Government chartered accountants and firms 
working on Government contracte on these questions of the 
proper allocation of costs in arriving at total costs for the 
purpose of adding the agreed rate of profit. Perhaps, how- 
ever, it would be unfair to lay these difficulties too much 
at the door of the chartered accountants and to overlook 
altogether the idiosyncracies of the other side, which 
may reasonably be suspected of indulging in a little 
leg pulling, in order to ran up the costs, and, consequently, 
the profit. However, looked at from the purely commercial 
point of view, no firm with any pretensions to scientific 
management can expect to reach the highest state of 
efficiency without a sound works accountant, a man who 
knows something of the technical side of the business he is 
engaged in, and who can offer advice which can be relied 
upon. So much for the position of works accountant. The 
question of the system to be adopted is equally important, 
and in the engineering trades at the present time there 1s 
need for co-ordination and standardisation. This is one of 
the planks of the new Institute, which is out to deal with 
industry by industry in an endeavour to introduce some 
degree of standardisation, in so far as it is not affected by 
peculiar local circumstances. We have the example of the 
printing trade before us, and a large field for work lies 
before those who have undertaken this task. 


Ir is unfortunate that writers in the 
good lay Press on technical subjects often do 
| not take the trouble to make sure of their 
facta before they plunge into the ink-pot. We have on 
many occasions pointed out the injury that may result 
from the erroneous impressions thus conveyed to the public 
mind, but examples continue to multiply. For instance, 
in The Times Trade Supplement a contributor states that 
the Electricity (Supply) Bill was divided into two parts: 
the first part gave complete autonomy to the existing 
undertakers, while the second took it away from them, and 
also deprived them of the ownership of the generating 
stations. The former has become an Act; the latter, it is 
stated, will be reintroduced next session, and autonomy 
will be cut short the moment the new Bill becomes (if it 
ever should become) an Act.” We recently explained at 
some length that this was not a true statement of the facte. 
Certainly the first part is more or less true; undertakers have 
a free hand to co-operate in the formation of joint 
electricity authorities, on which they will bave direct repre- 
sentation. But to say that * autonomy will be cut short 
in the event of the new Bill being passed, is incorrect ; 
such joint authorities as are then already formed will be 
practically unaffected by the new Act, and the way will still 
be open for others to be formed, with the additional incentive 
of the sword of Damocles hanging over the parties, lest they 
should prove reluctant, or unable, to enter into co-operative 
arrangements by voluntary action. We agree, of course, 
that it is very urgently desirable that undertakers should 
„get busy” as quickly as possible with joint schemes; it 
is far better to do so voluntarily than under compulsion. 
But we repeat that, even had the whole Bill become an Act, 
the door would still have been open for companies to enter 
into arrangements with other undertakers, and Ito dispose of 
their plant to the joint electricity authorities by agree- 
ment, without coming under the “standard price " clause 
at all, 
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— AT the end of October last there was 
Organisation. published. under the auspices of the 
Garton Foundation, a most interesting 
pamphlet of considerable importance in the present position 
of the world of industry. It is called The Industrial 
Council for the Building Industry," and purports to 
contain what is described as the story of a revolution in 
industrial development,” together with the full text of the 
Foster Report on ‘Organised Public Service in the 
Building Industry. 

It is to be hoped that this well-written pamphlet, of 153 
pages, published at the modest price of 1s., will be widely 
read. It will afford leading to those who hope for a real 
change of heart on the part of both employers and employed, 
and encouragement to those who are groping towards the 
light ; while even those (and they exist on both sides) who 
believe in coercion and industrial war as affording the only 
path to арои cannot fail to be impressed by the 
results which have already been achieved, and the greater 
advances which appear probable in the immediate future. 

The inaugural meeting of the Industrial Council for the 
Building Industry (Building Trades Parliament) took place 
at the Central Hall, Westminster, on May 29th and 80th, 
1918. Thus it was established before any of the Whitley 
Committees or Councils, and, indeed the whole concep- 
tion of the scheme waa bigger, better, and earlier than 
Whitleyism. 

The spirit of aggression and stubborn resistance, the 
advocacy of coercion, and the preaching of open enmity 
between employers and employed, had reached a point in 
1914 at which the smallest spark might cause a disastrous 
explosion. The employment of two non-Union electricians 
at the new offices then being built for the Pearl Assurance 
Co., in Holborn, brought out all the Trade Unionists 
engaged on that contract. The Board of Trade arbitrator 
pronounced against the Unions, and the strike began. A 
national lock-out of all building trade operatives would 
have been commenced on August 15th of that year, but for 
another and infinitely greater and more terrible conflict. 

A young man, named Malcolm Sparkes, who was then а 
director of a large joinery works near Willesden, was 
one of those who had been drawn into the dispute, and he 
was moved thereby to try to discover, in his words, a 
solution big enough to break throngh the old barriers of 
hostility and suspicion, and carry all before it.” For 18 
months the only concrete result was an unnoticed paper read 
before a group of friends, who were all keen social students, 
but when, in February, 1916, the Unions in the London 
building industry presented fresh demands, and gave notice 
to terminate their truce with the employers, Mr. Sparkes 
took the bold course of writing to the secretary of the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners, and 
suggested, in plain terms, the setting up of a National 
Industrial Parliament for the onilding industry. The 
keynote was to be public service. All were to unite their 
efforta, and endeavour to organise the industry so as to 
serve this end in the completest possible way. 

The Trade Unions concerned discussed the matter, and 
eventually made a definite proposition to the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers of Great Britain 
and Ireland, in a letter dated January 17th, 1917. How 
that letter brought about meetings, negotiations, and discus- 
sions, which led finally to the establishment of the Building 
Trades Parliament, should be read in the pamphlet now 
under consideration. It will be found an enthralling 
story. 

Mr. Sparkes had published an article on the Industrial 
Parliament scheme in The Venturer for December, 1916, 
which attracted the attention of the Right Hon. J. H. 
Whitley, M.P., and caused him to request the author to 
prepare a special Memorandum on Industrial Self- 
Government,” which reached the printers on January 28th, 
1917. 

The scheme was earlier than the Whitley scheme. 
Bigger ideas went to its making. It was, and is, free from 
the defect we have so often pointed out in these columns 
the defect of ignoring the trained technical worker. He 
finds his right place in the Building Trades Parliament. If 
you want to know how, read the pamphlet, 


It is a great pity that the shop stewards’ movement in 
the engineering industry seems to be based on organised 
antagonism. By continually encroaching on the control, 
first of the workshop, then of the factory, and, finally, of 
the administration and costing, the workers hope to elimi- 
nate the capitalist employer. The pamphlet states that the 
Industrial Parliament has, on the other hand, been described 
as organised voluntaryism (barbarous word—why not 
* voluntarism " 7). Surely this is the better method. 

The ground covered by the Foster Report is immense. 
The report deals with subjects upon which we have com- 
mented on other occasions, and in connection with other 
interests ; ав, for instance, the maintenance of constancy of 
employment by the regularisation of demand, and the con- 
ditions of entry into the industry. The decasualisation of 
labour, and the provision of work in other directions when 
actual building could not absorb all the workers avail- 
able—afforestation, preparation of sites, demolition of 
condemned elums—receives careful attention. Research, 
education, remuneration of the management, and the hiring of 
capital are all dealt with, and the Committee’s conclusions 
provide much food for thought. The vexed question of 
scientific management, by some thought to be closely allied 
to nigger-driving, is touched upon; and in general this 
Committee, composed of sight employers and eight 
operatives, got right away from the idea of restriction of 
output, and showed that the way to progress is for everyone 
to do just the best of which he or she is capable. 


THE prime motive of the ‘Informal 
Meetings " of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers is, we believe, to encourage the more diffident— 
or the less self-assertive—of the members to practise the art 
of debate, with the comfortable consciousness that their 
remarks will not appear in cold print. That is an excellent 
arrangement, and has been justified by the success of the 
meetings, though the principle has not always been strictly 
observed by some of our contemporaries. We have already 
drawn attention to the peculiar choice of subjects for the 
informal meetings of the current session, which would 
appear to indicate the presence of an undue proportion of 

e journalistic element on the Managing Committee, with 
a morbid propensity for “ talking shop" ; how else can we 
explain the choice of “ Engineering Advertising” for one 
meeting, and ** The Functions of a Trade Journal" for 
another? Perhaps the title of the former subject, in spite 
of the principle to which we have referred, contains the 
solution of the mystery. M 

However, that is by the way ; the subject is chosen, and 
on Monday next we shall sit at the feet of Gamaliel and 
receive instruction as to the place in the cosmos that we are 
expected to fill. Are we to appear before the Court of 
Public Opinion as witnesses, defendante, or, perhaps, 
co-respondente ? or shall we merely occupy the congenial 
role of students? Like Councillor Kelly, at the M. T. A. 
Conference, we are tempted to as: Where do we stand? 

Fortunately we have a clear conscience, and even if we 
have ventured to open our columns to articles on the com- 
mercial value of The Engineer's Wife," and the converse 
question—the commercial value to his wife of the engineer 
—we have committed no breach of decorum in the handling 
of those delicate subjecta. 

For the rest, assuming that we are in the witness-box, 
our proof of evidence is simple and concise : The functions 
of a trade journal are to collect and distribute news and 
information, technical, social, and commercial, bearing upon 
the industries concerned ; to provide a medium for the 
interchange of views and the solution of industrial problems ; 
to make known to the world the products and achievements 
of British manufacturers and engineers; to protect the 
public against the wiles of knaves and the illusions of the 
ignorant ; and generally to promote the welfare of every 
branch and section of the industry concerned by every 
possible means. 

Those are the main functions of a trade journal as we 
understand them ; there are many minor ones that we could 
cite, but we are not writing a paper—no doubt they will 
receive attention at the meeting. 
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THE ELECTRIFICATION OF THE MELBOURNE SUBURBAN RAILWAYS, 


(Concluded from page 40.) 


Rolling Stock.—The trains are operated on Ње multiple 
unit system, under which, instead of employing loco- 
motives, every second or third car is equipped with motors ; 
the weight of these cars is thus available for adhesion 
purposes. A complete train (fig. 8) is made up of a number 
of mótor-cars and trailers, easily varied to suit the changing 
conditions of traffic. | | 
In the case of Melbourne, while it was at one time 
intended to make up each “unit” of a motor-car and a 
trailer, both equipped for driving from one end, only a 
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Fie. 8.—Srx-Can SLIDINd-Dook TYPE TRAIN. 


limited number of trailer cars have, for the present, been 
equipped with driving apparatus. The normal six-car train 
has a motor-car at each end, with a third motor-car. at the 
centre of the train. No special type of car has been 
designed for Melbourne, the existing rolling stock being as 
arule utilised. Some 45 per cent. of the rolling stock will 
consist of compartment cars with swing doors, the remainder 
being of a combination type, having sliding doors and cross- 
seats, with a corridor. . ОИУ 3 

As no new swing-door cars are being constructed for the 
electric lines, the bodies of the existing cars are being trans- 
ferred to new underframes and bogies of a type uniform with 
those used in the sliding-door cars. Some of the sliding- 
door trailer cars have also been running in the steam service, 
but new sliding-door motor-cars are being constructed for 
the electric service. The swing-door cars are very similar 
to those used on British railways. The sliding-door cars 
have a centre passage-way throughout, but no vestibule, so 
that it is not possible for passengers to pass from one car to 
another. The whole of the rolling stock was built in the 
State Railway workshops at Newport. ; | 

Each motor-car has four motors of 140 H. p., the gear 
ratio being so proportioned that the maximum speed will be 
52 M.P.H. on level tangent track. They are of the G.E. 
237 type, normally for 750 volta. | | 

'The total pressure of the pantograph on the contact wire 
is such that, with a reasonably clean wire, the pantograph 
is able to collect considerably over 500 amperes, which is 
the normal maximum operating current for each motor 
coach, without sparking, from a contact wire of 0°25 8d. in. 
cross-section. The pantograph has a working range between 
14 ft. 6 in. and 21 ft. 6 in., the working pressure being 
maintained by means of springs. It is brought into and 
taken out of action by pistons in cylinders mounted on the 
frame of the collector, fig. 9. Air pressure for the initial 
operation of the pistons is supplied, in the first instance, by 
a hand-pump installed in the guard’s compartment; the 
motor pumps can then be started up, and the subsequent air 
pressure obtained from the main brake reservoir. The 
pantograph is then controlled by means. of two electro- 
pneumatic valves operated electrically or by hand. 

In order to reduce the line voltage to one suitable for the 
master- controller and other control circuits, a dynamotor ів 


used consisting of a single field, and an armature with two 
identical armature windings and commutators. 

The master-controller is of standard type, but ав the 
actuation of the contactors is automatic, the controller only 
has four points in the forward direction and two in the 
reverse direction. The air compressor, governor, emergency 
and trip valves are of the usual type. | | 

Permanent Way.—The system consiste of approximately 
385 track miles, including sidings ; most of the routes are 
double track, but those from South Yara to Caulfield, and 

| North Melbourne to South Kensing- 

> 7 ton, are four-track routes, while for 

| three miles there is a six-track route. 

The normal permanent way construc- 

| tion is 100 lb. per yard, T-section rail 

double spiked to untreated sleepers of 

hard wood, there being about 15 in. of 

bluestone ballast. The track gauge is 

5 ft. 3 in., with 11 ft. 5 in. centres, 

while minimum structure clearance above 

platform level on tangent track is 7 ft. 

from track centre, increased to 8 ft. on 

12-chain curves. The minimum curve 

is of 9 chains radius, while the maximum 

grade of any importance is one of 2 per 

cent. For nine miles the average grade 

is 0°85 per cent., the maximum permis- 

* sible speed on this section being 52 

тое M.P.H.  Practrically all curves havea 
mM 150-ft. easement approach. mE 

i "m. Overhead Equipment.—The equipment 

of the track with overhead contact wires for operation at 1,500 

volts was designed to provide the advantages of a flexible con- 

struction which would secure the best conditions for current 

collection by the pantographs on the trains and to main- 

tain the total copper section required per. track without 

auxiliary feeder cables. The number of conductors was 
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F1G. 9. —PANTOGRAPH. 


kept at a minimum in order to avoid interference with 
aignals, only one catenary wire and one contact wire being 
employed over each track, fig. 10. The supporting 
droppers between the catenary cable and contact wire are 
terminated at the lower end by a short length of chain, 80 
that the tendency of the contact wires to lift under the 
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upward pressure of passing pantographs is not restricted 
by the weight of the dropper or of the catenary cable to 
which it is attached at the upper end. | ü a 

The normal construction on main suburban tracks pro- 
vides for 0°25-sq. in. hard-drawn, grooved с contact 
wire, supported by flexible droppers at intervals of 15 ft. 
from a stranded hard-drawn copper cable of 0°25 or 
0:375 sq. in. There is thus a minimum equivalent of 
0°5-aq. in. section of copper over each track. The contact 
wire is automatically tensioned at each end of each 8,000-ft. 
length to approximately 2,500 Ib., and is anchored near the 
centre of every such length. The catenary wire normally 
has a 10 ft. 9 in. sag at the centre of a 300-ft. span at 
60° F., with a minimum tension of approximately 3,200 lb. 

The normal contact-wire height is 16 ft. 6 in. over the 


„ OP 


АГРА T › ay 


TALA vA 


` -- = г * Е 
, УРА 
{ N д» " r Е 


Fies. 10 TO 15.— О 


main suburban tracks at 70, F "while under low 


the minimum height is 18 D». height i 


ni 
i numerous, the minit. arance О 
which are MP rtical cle and the under- 


il level, giving | { und 
ade contact-wire ae eicht of the proe 
i i As the maxim > 14 ft. 2 in., con- 
= | Hgs the country rolling stock erection to preserve 
dns ogee to be exerc bs  ontact-WiTe 
E denne рох ET " w bridges fig. n 
nsion is maintained, Өр 
md to ensure that the agen a mum 


centact, wire more than 2 in., 8 


was adopted for the line, and, where posible, a grade of 
1 in 250,:except where speeds were limited. In some cases 
rigid droppers have also been used. The dropper 
connections between the catenary and contact wires were 
measured and cut to a special dropper table, which provides 
the necessary adjustments to allow for grades ; the droppers 
were then erected on the field with practically no adjust- 
ment, and a well aligned line has been obtained, whose 
vertical movement responds uniformly to changes of tem- 
perature, the catenary wire being stressed well within its 
elastic limit to provide for this. The importance of this 
precaution will be realised with temperature limits between 
27° F. and 175° F. Where a steam service is also being 
used, the ingulators are arranged so as to avoid the direct 
blast of the locomotive exhaust. 


. ыу I 


VERHEAD STRUCTURES. 


The whole of the fittings were specially designed for the 
equipments by the consulting engineers in conjunction with 
ractors. | | 
* Structures. — The supports for the catenary 
construction consist of pairs of tensioning anchor structures, 
12, about 3,000 ft. apart with light intermediate 

7 at 300-ft. intervals on the straight track, and 
оке on curves. Fig. 13 shows the supporting structures 


on Berthing—All overhead equipment structures, signalling 


A d overline road bridges to which line work is 
к bonded to the track rails through а paper spark 


70 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol. 86. No. 2,199, Janvany 16, 1920, 


gap 0°001 in. thick, between two aluminium disks, so that stations, and which are divided into sub-sections, while 

they are normally insulated from the rails. This is neces- sidings and terminal tracks leading from the sub-sections 

sary to limit the unbalancing of current through the impe- are divided into branch sections. There is a very complete 

system of track-circuiting and electric 

signalling. On the ends of the sleepers 

opposite “stop” signals are installed 

Г automatic train stops (fig. 18) operated 

through gearing by small induction 
с motors. 

EP io Sub-Stations.—The positions of the sub- 

' | stations are shown in fig. 19. Fifteen 
| railway traction sub-stations are being 
provided, and there are in addition two 
tramway sub-stations, one at Elwoad for 
supplying the St. Kilda-Brighton tram- 
ways, and the other at Sandringham for 
supplying the Sandringham-Blackrock 
tramway. At Spencer Street a sub- 
station is also being built to take over 
a supply of lighting, as well as to supply 
the State Government offices and power 
to the railway workshops. There are 
two static sub-stations, one at Newport 
workshops, and one at Jolimont work- 
shops. 

Special attention has been paid to 
sub-station ventilation; numerous large 
screened openings being provided in the 
basement, and vertical louvres above the 
roof level. Each traction sub-station 
consists of two or more bays for the 
rotaries, with an unloading bay, and the 
larger sub-stations have a bay for sig- 
nalling equipment, the switch house and 
operating gallery being in an annexe to 
the main building. Each rotary is in- 
stalled in a separate compartment, so 
that during the starting up and operation 
of any particular rotary, the chamber is 
screened off, the locking gear on the 
entrance gate being inter-connected with 
the 20,000-volt switches controlling the 
| м” РАР * ry supply to the rotary static transformers, 
«| - and also with the operating levers con- 
SSS — : ; trolling the 1,500-volt D.c. gear, so that 

— Co YR t it is impossible for an operator to come 
into contact with live metal. 
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FiGs, 16 AND 17.—SPECIAL OVERHEAD STRUCTURES, 


dance bonds connecting the signalling track circuits which 
are operated by superimposed alternating current. Should 
the insulation between the overhead wires and the support- 
ing structures break down, the spark gap punctures and the 
structure is connected to the nearest rail until the fault is 
corrected. 

Special Construction.—The standard intermediate struc- 
tures have been designed and adapted to carry, where 
possible, the single-arm, power-operated signals. Fig. 14 
shows a combined four-track signal structure, fig. 15 shows 
five-pin arch structures spanning up to 120 ft., and carry- 
ing the overhead equipment load of 13 tracks on an 18-chain 
curve. They are also designed to carry a distributed »:gnal 
load of about six tons. Figs. 16 and 17 give a good idea 
of special wiring, it being noted that no contact wires are 
crossed at the pantograph running level. 

Sectioning and Insulation. — The up and down tracks of 
all routes can be electrically insulated from each other, and 
all routes are as far as possible separately fed. At extensive 
junctions the overhead wires of a number of tracks are 
connected together, and treated as one section, and are 
usually tensioned at both ends. An air section insulator 
is employed between track sections where the speed of trains 
exceeds 25 M.P.H. Over cross-overs and leading-in tracks to 
sidings where train speed is restricted, the tracks are elec- 
trically insulated from each other by means of section 
insulators in the catenary and contact wires. 

Sectioning points are located with reference to traffic 
requirements and the position of cross-overs, being on the 


out-lying lines from 2 to 3 miles apart. The system as a Н.Т. Switchgear.—The 20,000-volt switchgear is of the 
whole is divided into sections which extend beyond sub- cellular type; the cel] doors are completely interlocked 


FIG. 18.—AUTOMATIC TRAIN STOP. 
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with the main oil switches and isolating switches, so that 
access cannot be obtained to live conductors. The switch- 
gear is arranged on three floors. On the ground floor are 
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Fia. 19. —- MAP OF MELBOURNE SUBURRAN RAILWAY SYSTEM, 


installed the cable terminal boxes, earthing and isolating 
switches, and instrument transformers; on the first floor 
are installed. the oil switches, which are of large breaking 
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Fig. 90.—OvERHEAD TRANSMISSION LINE STRUCTURE. 


capacity, each unit consisting of three single-phase switches 
in strong steel tanks. The whole connections in the oil- 


switch cell are insulated, and the doors to the cell are dust 
tight. The gallery giving access to the switch cells is open 
to the outer air, so that in the event of a fire occurring in 
one-switch cell, it can be dealt with from the outside. The 
oil-switch tanks are provided with vent pipes which dis- 
charge the gases into the open gallery; on the second floor 
are the busbars and busbar isolating switches. The bus- 
bars are split by means of a section switch, so that main- 
tenance work and repairs can be carried out without shutting 
down the whole of the substation. The operating gear 
for the 20,000-volt and isolating switches is on the operat- 
ing gallery, fig. 21, in front of the oil-switch cells. 

D. C. Traction Siwitchgear.—The 1,500-volt D.C. switch- 
gear and the positive busbar are installed on the ground 
floor below the operating gallery, and all isolating switches 
and circuit-breakers are operated by signal levers from the 
operating gallery above. The switchgear is mounted in 
cells with the automatic circuit-breakers on the top. The 
chamber containing the switchgear and circuit-breakers is 
specially ventilated. The negative and equaliser busbars 
are run in the basement below the rotary converters. 

Signalling Switchgear —The 2, 200-volt, single-phase 
signalling switchgear is of the Reyrolle armour-clad type, 
specially developed for the purpose. It is installed on the 
operating gallery. 
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FIG. 21.—SUBSTATION OPERATING GALLERY. 


Auxiliary Switchgear.—The 440-volt switchgear for con- 
trolling the auxiliary and signalling supplies is of the 
Metropolitan- Vickers ironclad type, and is mounted on the 
gallery above the auxiliary transformers, in one bay of the 
main building. The 110-volt p.c. switchgear for con- 
trolling the lighting motor-generators, the tripping and 
operating battery, &c., is of the usual slate-panel type, and 
is mounted on the operating gallery. 

Rotary Converters.—¥ our sizes of rotary converter are at 
present being built by Siemens Bros. Dynamo Works, Ltd., 
Metropolitan- Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., and by the General 
Electric Co. (of New York), the two-hour ratings being 
3,000 KW., 2,250 KW., 1,500 KW., and 750 kw. The 
750-K w. machines being destined for installation in outlying 
sub-stations, with a comparatively infrequent train service, 
have been specially designed with в drooping characteristic, 
since the overloads are relatively more severe, and the 
regulation of less importance. The conditions laid down 
were the conversion of three-phase energy at 19,000 volta, 
25 cycles to direct current at 1,500 volts, with a leading 
power factor of 0°95 at normal load. A compound winding 
on the larger machines compensates for a drop in pressure 
of 10 per cent. at double full load. The machines are 
six-phase with 12, 6, or 4 poles, and are arranged fur self- 
synchronising. The 8,000-Kw. machines are designed to 
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carry 6,000 Kw. for short periods, and pro rata in the case 
of the other sizes, except in that of the 750-K w. machines, 
which are designed to carry 2,000 Kw. for short periods. . 

‚Н.Т. Distribution System.—Thirteen 20,000-volt feeders 
radiating from the Newport power house to the sub-stations 
in the central area are included in the present scheme, nine 
being of 0:15 sq. in. and four of 1 sq. in. C. S. 4. Paper- 
insulated, lead-covered, wire-armoured cables are employed, 
all of the split-conductor type. The cables are mainly laid 
in trenches in the streete, owing to the very limited space 
available alongside the railway lines. "The trench averages 
4 ft. in depth, and the cables are 1 ft. 9 in. between centres, 
covered by boards; special precautions are taken in the 
cast-iron joint boxes (fig. 22) to prevent air pockets being 
formed when being filled with compound. | 

In the outlying districts the supply to the sub-stations is 
provided by overhead transmission on the track equipment 
structures. The overhead transmission lines are carried 
on brackets (fig. 20) extending from tbe sides of the masts 
away from the tracks, the three phases, each of two separate 
wires of 0°035 sq. in. C.8.4., being placed directly above one 
another, and supported on chain-type insulators. This 
enables the split-conductor protection system to be employed 
throughout the E.H.T. transmission system. Telephone 
cables are laid along the route of the 20,000-volt trans- 
mission line, there being an automatic telephone exchange 
at Jolimont sub-station for 50 lines. This provides com- 
munication between the control room, all sub-stations, and 
. certain important signal boxes from which switching of the 
overhead contact wires is regulated. Such 1,500-volt D.C. 


METHODS OF BALANCING MACHINES, 


Bv A. B. EASON, M.A., A. M. I. E. E. 


TEIS article deals with various types of balancing machines 
on the market and with the principles upon which such 
machines work. There is no need to discuss the mathe- 
matical portion of the subject fully, as this is dealt with in 
articles mentioned later, and in those of Andrews (Mechanical 
World, Vol. 62, page 90, 1917), Heidebroek (Zeit. Ver, 
Deut. Ingr., Vol. 60, page 11, 1916, and Journal, 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, Vol. 38, page 
268, 1916), Hymans (Auto. Engineer, Vol. 7, page 79, 1917). 
One need only explain the terms static and “ dynamic” 
balance. Consider fig. 1, which represents symbolically the 
conditions of a body rotating round the axis хү: (a) 
represents a homogeneous cylindrical shaft with two equal 
weights M, in the same axial plane at equal and opposite 
distances from the axis. This system is in static balance, 
and, if rotated, there is no unbalanced force or couple; the 
system is thus also in dynamic balance; (b) represents the 
same shaft with the equal weights displaced along the shaft ; 
this system is still in static balance, as there is no unbalanced 
force tending to turn the body round ite axis x y. But 
when rotated with regular velocity o. there will exist equal 
and opposite centrifugal forces M r o, causing an unbalance 
couple мг о? l, which will tend to turn the whole shaft in 
the axial plane through the bearings. The force on the 
bearing at x will vary above and below the static force due 


Fia. 22.—CABLE JOINT, 20,000-vonLT, SPLIT CONDUCTOR. 


feeders as are employed are paper insulated, lead covered, 
and for the most part wire armoured, being of 0°75 sq. in., 
and in a few cases 0°5 sq. in. sectional area. е 
The whole of the electrification, including the powe 
station, has been carried out to the plans and specifications 
of ' Messrs. Merz & McLellan, consulting engineers, of 
Landon, under the/direct supervision of their local repre- 
sentative, Mr. E. P. Grove, at their Melbourne offices, in 
conjunction with the Electrification Committee of the 
Railways Department. The excavations, foundations, 
laster walls, and brick buildings, were carried out by the 
ictorian Railways staff. 

For some of our illustrations we are indebted to The 
Commonwealth Engineer. 

. Weare informed by our Australian correspondent that, Mr. 
C. H. Merz visited Melbourne in October last, having gone 
on from South Africa. He was to inspect the electrification 
work and advise the Railway Department if the undertaking 


could be expedited. 
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use Size for Mercury-Arc Nectifiers.— On account of 
the high starting current required by mercury-arc rectiflers, some 
trouble is occasionally experienced in determining the correct size 
of fuse to use. If the rating is too high, the tube will not be 
adequately protected against overloads and its life will consequently 
be shortened. On the other hand, if the fuse is rated too low, 
there will be a tendency to blow if the tube is cold and requires a 
greater amount of current. Mr. H. E. Weightman, writing to the 
Electrical World, states that he has found that if the fuse is rated 
at the value obtained by the use of the following formula, proper 
protection will be afforded :— 

1= (15 xX w)/EXA ХВ, 

where I = ampere rating of fuse: W = D.c. output of rectifier іп 
watts; А = rectifier efficiency expressed ав a decimal; в = power 
factor of outfit; and E = A.C. voltage. The rectifier efficiency is 
usually between 0°40 and 0°50 and the power factor is 0°90 in most 
cases. Where high reactance is used to smooth out pulsations, 
however, the power factor will be about 0°57, 


to the weight by uro? (/.), according as the ieft-hand 
weight is below or above the axis of rotation ; (c) repre- 
sents the same shaft with unequal weights at opposite sides 
of the axis; this system is in both static and dynamic 
unbalance. When rotated, the external forces exerted on 
the bearings are a couple Mr? plus an unbalance force 
= m ro. The plane in which these forces act is continually 
rotating round the axis, as the body rotates. 

When a body is in absolute static balance, there is no 
force tending to rotate the body round the axis x v. In 
absolute dynamic balance there is no couple tending to 
turn the axis x Y either about x or v. No rotating body 
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Mr w? (М + m) г о? 


FIG. 1. 


is perfectly balanced; the amount of unbalance may be 
inappreciable, and in well-designed machines is always 
made innocuous. To reduce the unbalance to negligible 
proportions is the object of all balancing arrangements. 


STATIC BALANCE. 


Consider the method of getting static balance by placing 
the body on parallel ways; the journals of the body rest 
on two smooth horizontal surfaces, upon which they are 
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free to rotate in either direction. If the vertical plane in 
which the centre of gravity lies does not pass through the 
points or lines at which the journals touch the ways, there 
will be a couple tending to turn the body (see fig. 2). 
Whether the body turns or not depends upon the 
magnitude of the couple as compared with the frictional 
moment resisting motion. The limiting load allowable on 
parallel ways is about 750 d lb. per inch width, where d is 
the diameter of the journal in inches. If the ways are 
1j in. wide and d = 10 in., then each side might bear a 
load of 11,250 lb. It is obvious that the line of contact 
between the journal and the ways cannot be a true line, 
but must have some width, say /. Suppose / = 0:005 in., 
and that the centre of gravity of the body is directly 
above the mid-point of this width; let a weight be added 
tothe body to unbalance it; until the centre of gravity of 
the body has been displaced by more than 0°0025 in., there 
will be no turning moment apparent, as the downward 
force due to the weight of the body will still act within 
the area of support (fig. 2). 


PARALLEL WAY 


W 
Fia. 2. 


The turning moment w e (e being ft.), which will just 
begin to rotate the body, we shall denote by 16 w/ in 
oz-in, where w is in lb., and / is in inches. Akimoff 
(Ameriran Mach., Vol. 47, page 1,121, 1917) states 
that Resal’s formula for the residual unbalance not 
perceptible by parallel-way balancing, is— - | 


Shaft. diam., Weight, Unbalance, Value of f, 
inches, lb. oz. in. Kg.-cm. inches. 
1 10,000 i 500 36 0°0031 
2 10,000 700 50 0˙0044 
6 5,000 600 43 0°0075 
12 5,000 800 58 0˙0100 


The unbalance being w/, f gives the possible eccentricity 
of the centre of gravity. Hertz says that the residual 
unbalance = 465 (10) € p (pd) oz.-in., where p is the 
pressure per inch width of the ways. Heidebroek says that 
when balancing on parallel ways the eccentricity of the 
centre of gravity which is not revealed is 0°02 in. 
(05 mm.); but if the journals are placed on four rollers, 
eccentricities as low as 0:003 in. (0°07 mm.) are recognis- 


Fic. 3. 


able. No mention is made of the weight of the body to 
Which these figures refer; but rollers would naturally 
reveal a greater residual unbalance than parallel ways in 
any case. Hering (Electrical World, Vol. 72, page 389, 
1018) speaking with Akimoff’s approval, mentions that 
0'4 oz.-in. (29 cm.) is a reasonable amount of static 
unbalance to allow in а 200-lb. (90 kg.), armature rotating 
at 1,000 R.P.«. No amounts for other sizes are stated. 


Mopern METHODS OF STATIC BALANCING. 


The up-to-date method of balancing consists in supporting 
the body upon a spring suspension of some sort; the body 
can then oscillate to and fro when moved from the position 
of equilibrium. When set in rotation at such a speed that 
the period of action of the unbalance forces coincides with 
the natural period of oscillation of the suspended body, the 
amplitude of the vibrations will become perceptible, even 


though the amount or unbalance is very smal]. Having 
found the existence of unbalance, one has to find the axial 
plane in which the unbalance is situated, so as to either 
remove excess weight or to add additional weight. The 
old-fashioned method is to allow a pencil or chalk to touch 
the rotating body ; suppose the body is an armature, and is 
on bearings free to slide horizontally under spring control ; 
at each revolution a point (see fig. 3), a, say, will be the 
extreme point on the line of oscillation. The chalk mark 
would appear, therefore, on a particular commutator bar. 
The plane of unbalance is not the plane passing through О 
and A, but is displaced by an angle whose value depends 
upon how near resonance the revolutions of the armature 
may be. Heidebroek (loc. cit.) gives figures for this angular 
displacement in a particular case, viz. :— 


Angular displacement ... 8 10 70 90 165 172 
Revs. per min ... 630 640 650 652 660 670 


This shows that the relative position of the plane of 


maximum displacement and of the unbalance plane varies 


rapidly at the point of resonance. Below resonance the 
unbalance plane is slightly in advance of the plane of 
maximum displacement; at resonance it is 90° in 
advance; above resonance the advance increases to 
180°. From the above figures it is seen that the 
position of the chalk mark (assuming it to be only a 
point) would lie in an arc between 70° and 165°, while the 
revolutions only varied from 650 to 660 R.P.M. ; in order 
to get reasonable accuracy, one must rotate the body at 
resonant speed, and must then keep the speed constant 
at this point. The resonant point is chosen because the 
maximum displacement will occur then; as the chalk 
mark will cover more than a point, the body is rotated first 
one way and then the other, and then the point midway 
between the chalk lines is taken as being the unbalance 
plane. Having found the p/ane of unbalance, one finds by 
trial and error the most suitable weights to improve balance 
until it is within tolerable limits. 

Akimoff (American Mach., Vol. 47, page 1,121, 1917) 
finds the amount of static unbalance by Lavatzeck’s method ; 
the body to be balanced is suspended in a frame which can 
oscillate as a pendulum, and is then rotated at a speed to 
coincide with the natural period of oscillation of the frame 
and body. 

Dynamic BALANCING. 


When dynamic unbalance exists, the couple tends to make 
the axis vibrate angularly round a point o (fig. 4), in con- 
trast to the tendency to make it move parallel with itself, 
viz., X X, ҮҮ, as with static unbalance. To balance this 
couple, one must add two equal weights u“ (or their 
equivalent) in one axial plane at opposite sides of the axis, 
and separated along the axis by L', so that M' L' 7 = 
Mro l. Obviously balancing done at any one speed will 
be satisfactory at any other speed, except in so far as (а) 
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imperceptible unbalance at, say, 400 R.P.M., may become 
perceptible at 3,000 R. P. M., as its magnitude will have 
increased by (30/4)? = 56 times; (b) the unbalance is due 
to electrical sources, which may vary with the speed. 
Hering (/or. cif.) states that a dynamic unbalance of 
2,190 cm.-gm.-cm. (12 in.-oz.-in.) for a 90 kg. (200 Ib.) 
armature, running at 1,000 R. P. u. is permissible. 

Unfortunately, no other speeds or weights are mentioned ; 
but assuming the same percentage unbalance is allowable 
in other cases, then one might say— 

Permissible unbalance = 2°14 (10) 8 x? w, cm.-gm.-cm. 
= 0°54 (10) " n? w', in.-oz.-m. | 
w being in kilograms ; w’ in Ib.; м = R. P. u. 

In Engineering, Vol. 97, page 319, 1914, there is a 
description of a machine for balancing fly-wheels. The 
Hy-wheel is first balanced statically when placed horizontally 
upon a needle point. It can then be rotated upon the 
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needle point, and will tilt if it is out of balance; a chalk 
pencil is allowed to touch the high spot on the upper 
surface ; the presence and absence of chalk will show where 
the unbalance existe. Lumps of clay are then added until 
a balance is found; holes are then drilled opposite to 
where the clay lumps are. 

. This is obviously a relatively rough method of getting 
balance, as the weights and centres of gravity of the lumpe 
of clay will not be accurately known. To get balance equal 
lumps must be added at opposite sides of the central plane. 
In the American Zlecfrical Review, Vol. 72, page 571, 1918, 
will be found charts giving the weight of metal removed 
when holes of various sizes are drilled. Akimoff (7rans- 
actions American Society of Mechanical Engineers, Vol. 3%, 
page 367, 1916) describes his machine with rods and disks 
for balancing bodies. In his remarks he depreciates the 
value of the chalk mark method of balancing by. noting the 
position of high spots; he emphasises the necessity of 
balancing stetically before proceeding to balance dynami- 
cally. This machine of Akimoff's, and also the Norton 
balancing machine, are described by Hymans in the Auto. 
Engineer, Vol. 7, page 79, 1917. The principle of 
Akimoff's machine is shown in fig. 5. The machine to be 
balanced is placed upon a beam, one end of which is 
hinged, and the other end of which rests upon a spring. 
Underneath the beam is fixed a driving motor м, and the 
balancing arrangement, consisting of two disks, with six 
sliding rods placed parallel to the axis. This system is in 
perfect balance. The body to be balanced is rotated at 
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such a speed that any vibrations existing shall be in reson- 
ance with the oscillations of the beam and its load on the 
spring. The rods B can be moved parallel to the axis c 
while in motion, so that a couple can be exerted to equalise 
the unbalance couple of the body b; the amount of the 
couple exerted by B depends upon how far the rods are dis- 
placed in the disks a; the plane of the two rods shown is 
also adjustable about the axis ©, so that the couple can be 
introduced in the plane parallel to the unbalance plane of 
body D. The rods are adjusted until the system, as a whole, 
ceases to vibrate. The amount of unbalance can then be read 
off upon a scale marked onthebalancingsystem. Actually in 
the machine six rods are used, but only two are shown in 
fig. 5. Akimoff (Amer. Mach., Vol. 47, page 1,121, 1917), 
mentions an improvement he has made in the above 
machine by replacing the disks and rods by two disks, each 
with a single pin projecting from its surface; there are 
corresponding holes in the other disk, so that when 
the disks are placed close together they are perfectly 
balanced. Unbalance is brought about by separating 
them. | 

Other references to methods of balancing may be 
mentioned here. Wheeler and Southwell (Lngineeriny, 
Vol. 99, page 64, 1915) describe the balancing of large 
turbine rotors, using mirrors and в beam of light to reveal 
unbalance. Commander Cleary (Journal American Society 
of Naval Engineers, Vol. 30, page 1, 1918) describes the 
same method, used in America.  Heidebroek (Zeit. Ver. 
Deul. Ingr., Vol. 60, page 11, 1916) describes Lavacz- 
zeck's method of balancing, where the rotating body is 
supported on bearings, one of which moves in the arc of a 
circle, whose centre is the other bearing, under the control 
of springs. In an example quoted, a 100-kg. rotor was 
run аб resonant speed, and a weight of 075 gm. placed at a 
distance of 300 mm. from the centre of gravity of the 
body, produced an amplitude of vibration of 0°035 mm.; 
this means that a displacement of the centre of gravity by 
0:001 mm. was revealed by the machine. 


Térbet (Journal American Society of Naval Engineers, 
Vol. 30, page 518, 1918) discusses balancing of machines 
and the vibrations of the foundations from a mathematical 
point of view, and suggeste how to determine the unbalance 
from the forces acting on the bearings. Brinton (Electric 
Journal, Vol. 15, page 349, 1918) describes the Carl 
Wenstrom balancing machine, which is based on Lavat- 
zeck’s idea. This article is reproduced in the Electrician, 
Vol. 82, page 128, January 24th, 1919. The machine is 
also described in Aerial Age Weekly, April 29th, 191%. 
Machinery (New York), in Vol. 25, page 285, December, 
1918, and page 422, January, 1919, describes all the 
existing types of machines. Jeffcott (Phil. Mag., Vol. 87, 
page 304, 1919) discusses the question of balance from a 
mathematical point of view. Heyman (Electrotech. Atil., 
Vol. 44, page 234, &c. May 22nd and 29th, 1919) 
describes the whole matter in a very well illustrated and 
complete article. 

The conclusions to be drawn may be summed up thus :— 

1. Very accurate balancing is possible if proper balancing 
machines are used. 

2. The balance obtainable by using “chalk mark" and 
“ high spot methods is only relatively good. 

3. Static balance obtainable by the use of parallel ways 
is relatively poor. 

4. Definite information to cover all cases is required, as 
to the unbalance which is permissible or tolerable. 

9. Where the natural period of oscillation of the supporte 
is being utilised, the deflection of the spring for the super- 
incumbent load should be about 3, 520% in., where n is 
the speed of the machine in R. P. u. 

Time of swing = 2 x (deflection/y). 


WAGES IN THE LONDON DISTRICT. 


THE Industrial Court has issued an award relating to electricity 
undertakings in London and the adjoining district (war-wage 
advance), dated December 19th, 1919. 

The parties were on the one hand, the Electrical Trades Union, 
the National Amalgamated Society of Enginemen, Firemen, 
Mechanics, Motormen, and Electrical Workers, the National Union 
of General Workers, and the Workers’ Union; and on the other, 
the London County Council, the local authorities of Leyton, Epsom, 
Ilford, Barking, Barnes, Beckenham, Erith, Walthamstow, 
Watford, Willesden, Battersea, Bermondsey, Fulham, Hackney, 
Hammersmith, Hampstead, Islington, Poplar, St. Pancras, St. 
Marylebone, Shoreditch, Southwark, Stepney, Stoke Newington, 
West Ham, Woolwich, Croydon, Ealing, East Ham, Kingston-on- 
Thames, and Wimbledon, the London electricity supply and tram- 
way companies, the North Metropolitan Electric Power Supply and 
Distribution Companies, and the companies supplying Hendon, 
Twickenham and Teddington, Uxbridge and district, and 
Richmond (Surrey). 

The terms of reference were a claim on behalf of the work- 
people concerned in the employ of the undertakings for a farther 
war-wage advance of 15s. per week. 

1. The matter was referred under the Industrial Courts Act, 
1919, by the Ministry of Labour to the Industrial Court for settle- 
ment, and representatives of the parties were heard ou December 
19th, 1919, in London. The Richmond (Surrey) Electric Light and 
Power Co., Ltd., was not represented. 

2. The men concerned, aged 18 years and over, have received war 
advances not exceeding 288. 6d. a week ; in addition, those 21 years 
of age and over have received a bonus on earnings of 124 per cent. 
in the case of timeworkers, and 74 per cent. in the case of piece- 
workers. 

The decision of the Court was as follows :— 

3. The men concerned, aged 18 years and over, shall receive an 
advance of 58. a full ordinary week. 

4. The amount hereby awarded is to be taken into account in the 
calculation of payment for overtime and night duty, and for work 
on Sundays and holidays, and will form part of the total earnings 
of time and pieceworkers upon which the bonuses of 124 per cent. 
and 74 per cent. respectively, are to be calculated ; but it is not 
otherwise to apply to or affect present time rates, premium bonus 
rates, or piecework prices, and is not to be taken into account 84 
part of the time rates for the purpose of fixing new piecework 
prices or bonus rates. 

5. The Court's decision shall take effect from the pay-day 
immediately following December Ist. 1919, in respect of the pay 
period for which payment was made on that pay-day. 

WILLIAM W. MACKENZIE 
J. MCKIE BRYCE, 
D. С. CUMMINGs, 
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A similar award relates to electrical workers on railways, and 
bears the same date. The parties were, on the one hand, the 
Trade Unions above-named, and on the other, the Railway Execu- 
tive Committee, representing the railways operating in the London 
district. The terms of reference were a claim for an advance of 
15а. per week. | 

The matter was referred under the Wages (Temporary Regu- 
lation) Acts, 1918 and 1919, by the Ministry of Labour to the 
Interim Court of Arbitration for settlement, and not having been 
settled by that Court before the passing of the Industrial Courts 
Act, transferred to the Industrial Court, and this award has effect 
as if it were an award of the Interim Court of Arbitration made 
under the Wages (Temporary Regulation) Act, 1918. Representa- 
tives of the parties were heard by the Industrial Court in London 
on December 19th, 1919. 

The decision of the Court was, in effect, identical with the 
foregoing, with the following additions :— 

This decision shall not apply to men who in respect to wages are 
at present on the same footing as men of a class other than elec- 
trical workers employed on railways. 

The rates fixed in accordance with this decision shall be the 
substituted rates of the workpeople concerned for the purposes of 
the Wages (Temporary Regulation) Acts, 1918 and 1919, as modified 
by the Industrial Courts Act, 1919. 


THE COAL REBATE. 


UNDER Clause 5 of the Coal (Pit's Mouth) Prices Order and 
Direction, 1919, dated November 29th, 1919. the following 
prescription has been issued by the Controller of Coal Mines to 
Electricity Undertakings :— 

Whereas under the provisions of Clause 5 of the above-mentioned 
order and direction it is provided (amongst other things) that 
where coal is delivered to an electricity undertaking the owners 
or secretary or manager may when paying therefor give a certificate 
either to the colliery owner or to the factor dealer or merchant 
from whom they bought that a proportion of the said coal has 
been or will be used by them for making electricity for domestic 
or household purposes, and shall in that case be entitled to deduct 
10s. per ton from the price in respect of such proportion and that 
the Controller may prescribe the amount of coal in respect of which 
such deduction may be made as he in his absolute discretion 
thinks fit. 

Now therefore the Controller hereby prescribes as follows :— 

(a) In the case of coal delivered during the month of December. 
1919, the amount of coal in respect of which the said deduction of 
10s, per ton may be made shall be ascertained by reference to the 
proportion that the quantity of electricity supplied for domestic or 
household purposes during the third quarter of 1919 bears to the 
total quantity of electricity supplied during the same period and 
shall be determined and certified accordingly. 

(^) In the case of coal delivered between January lst, 1920, and 
March 31st, 1920, the amount of coal in respect of which the said 
deduction of 10s. per ton may be made shall be ascertained by 
referenoe to the proportion that the quantity of electricity 
aupplied for domestic or household purposes during the fourth 
quarter of 1919 bears to the total quantity of electricity supplied 
during the same period and shall be determined and certified 
accordingly. 

(c) In any subsequent quarter the amount of coal in respeot of 
which the said deduction of 10s. per ton may be made shall be 
ascertained by reference to the proportion that the quantity of 
electricity supplied for domestic or household purposea during the 
corresponding quarter of the previous year bears to the total 
quantity of electricity supplied during the same period and shall be 
determined and certified accordingly. 

Provided always that in respect of sums so deducted an allow- 
ance shall be made to each domestic or household consumer at the 
end of each quarter which shall be at that rate per unit which 
results from dividing the total weight of coal (in tons) used in the 
previous quarter by the total units supplied in such previous 
quarter, multiplying the quotient by 120 (the result being in pence) 
lesa such percentage in respect of expenses as may from time to 
time be approved by the Controller of Coal Mines. 

The first allowance shall be given to the consumers at the end 
of the first quarter of 1920, and shall take account of deductions 
then actually made from the price of ooal delivered between 
December Ist, 1919, and March 31st, 1920. Any surplus or deficiency 
shall be carried forward to the next quarter. 


(Signed) A. R. DUNCAN, 


Controller of Coal Mines, 
Dated December 30th, 1919, 


An Explanatory Memorandum on the Prescription (approved 
hy the Controller of Coal Mines) has been prepared by a Committee 
consisting of :— 

Mr. Roger T. Smith, President I.E.E. (Chairman), and repre- 
tentatives of 

The Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association, 

The Incorporated Association of Electric Power Companies, 

The Conference of Chief Officials of London Electric Supply 

T Ee 

Provincial] Electric Supply Committee of the United 
Kingdom, and р 7 


The Associated Municipal Electrical Engineers of Greater 
London. | 

The memorandum states that to obtain the rebate of 10s. per ton: 
on the ооа! used for electricity supply for domestic or household. 
purposes for December, 1919— 


Electricity sold for domestic or household purposes 
during third quarter, 1919. 

Electricity sold for all purposes during third quarter, 

д 1919. 

The rebate at 10в. per ton on coal delivered during December 


will be 
Rebate in £ sterling = BI X total coal delivered 
during December x 10/20. 


For January, February, and March, 1920, the fourth quarter of 
1919 is taken, and a similar formula is given for the rebate on the 
total ooal delivered during each month. For subsequent quarters 
the corresponding quarter of 1919 is taken. 

Certificates are to be issued only at the end of each month after 
coal is delivered, and not when it is ordered. The total quantity 
of coal certified is to be divided between the different suppliers in 
proportion to the quantities delivered by each. Coal burnt from 
stock receives no rebate. ie 

To pass on the rebate on the coal obtained (less 5 per cent. for 
expenses) to the consumer for domestic or household purposes, 
for the March quarter, 1920— 


Let T, = Tons of coal used in fourth quarter, 1919. 
T: = Total unita of electricity sold in fourth quarter, 1919. 


The rate of the rebate to be passed on to the consumer for 
domestic or household supplies is 120 penoe per ton, leas 5 per oent., 
or 114 pence per ton. 

For the three months January, February, and March, 1920, each 
unit of electricity sold for domestic or household purposes will 
receive a rebate in pence = T, X 114 pence. The rebate itself is 
to be given as a lump sum, to be deducted from the account. 

For any subsequent quarter in 1920 a similar rule holds good. 

The rebate actually on is to be compared with the actual 
electricity sold and the actual ooal used for domestic or household 
purposes, the onal used being calculated as provided for in the 
order as if every unit (whether for industrial or domestic supply) 
required the same amount of coal. 

Any deficiency or surplus in the rebate passed on is to be carried 


Let В; = 


on to the next quarter, it being the intention of the order that 


only the rebate actually received for the coal, less b per cent. for 
expenses, should in the aggregate be passed on. 


a 
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WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION CASES. 


In the Bow County Court, on Monday, before Judge Graham, K.C., 
in a case under the Workmen's Compensation Act, Edward 
Hanxwell, of Stratford, was the applicant, and the Charing Cross, 
West End and City Electric Supply Co., were the respondents. Mr. 
Shakespeare appeared for the applicant, and Mr. Rowlands for the 
respondents. It appeared that the applicant was employed as an 
assistant engine driver at the power station at Marsh Lane, and on 
December lat, 1918, a ladder fell, causing him to fall into the pit, 
and his right wrist was broken. At that time he was earning 
£4 13s. 2d.a week. He went back at the end of March, and was 
found light work at £3 6s. 8d. a week, and his compensation was 
lowered from 25s. to 108. a week, for eight weeks. Then he was 
put back on his old work for a time, but found himself incapable 
of doing it. The respondents discharged him, but the Trade 
Unionists took the matter up, with the result that three days later 
applicant was taken back as an assistant box cleaner at £3 108. a 
week. He claimed that since July he had been at a loss of the 
difference between the £3 10s. a week and the £4 13s. 2d. he had 
originally earned. On the other hand, the respondentes contended 
that the high wage earned by the man was only caused by his 
temporarily doing some very long overtime, but it was of such short 
duration that it would not be fair to include it in an aversge for 
compensation. Again they suggested that the man had recovered 
sufficiently to do his old work, and that the reason for his dis- 
charge was because he absented himself for days without letting 
them know why, and it would be impossible to carry on a great 
power plant if that was to go on. They agreed to take him back on 
the representations of his Union, but they could not then give him 


his old job, as a number of their old employés, who had been in 


the Army, had been demobilised, and they had to carry out their 
promise to find them jobs. The applicant had only been taken on 
during the war, and was not entitled to the same consideration aa 
the demobilised men. 

Judge Graham reserved judgment. 


SHERIFF-BUBSTITUTE GUY gave his decision at Edinburgh on 
Saturday in a case in which & Portobello woman sought compensa- 
tion for herself and two children from the Niddrie and Benhar 
Coal Co. Pursuer sued for £300 in respect of the death of her 
husband while working an electrically-driven coal-cutting machine 
in the Woolmet Pit, Niddrie. The Sheriff held that the cause of 
death was electrocution. It had been agreed between the parties 
that in the event of the pursuer succeeding in the action, the com- 
pensation should be fixed at £300, and he granted a decree accord- 
ingly, finding the defenders also liable in expenses, 
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Hopdks r. WEBB. 


Ox Monday last, in the Chancery Division, Mr. Justice Peterson 
commenced the hearing of this case, in which plaintiff, a foreman 
electrician, a former member of the E.T.U., from which he resigned 
(he joined the National Association of Supervising Electricians), 
asked that the defendant, Secretary of the E.T.U., should be 
restrained from wrongfully interfering with, or attempting to 
interfere with, his employment and his right to dispose of his 
labour ag he willed. Hodges complained that Webb coerced His 
employers (Messrs. Tyler & Freeman), while doing work at Watford 
for the Watford Manufacturing Co., into dismissing him, by calling 

ut on strike the 12 men who were working under him. Corres- 
pondence was read which showed that Messrs. Tyler & Freeman 
received a letter from Mr. Wyatt, Assistant London District 
Secretary, in which he said that the men were not called off, but 
that the whole of the men, members and non-members of tne 
E.T.U., came out together owing to the fact that the foreman was 
a member of the N. A. S. E., and also because of the arrogant attitude 
adopted by Mr. Hodgea toward Mr. Webb when the latter approached 
him. In the course of the hearing plaintiff said that in October 
last Mr. Webb had told him that unless he joined the E.T.U. he 
would lose his livelihood. This he refused to do. At the end of 
November last plaintiff had to go, and he had been out of employ- 
ment until the hearing of the motion in this action, Messra. Tyler 
and Freeman took him into their employ again in December. Mr. 
Tyler gave evidenoe on Monday. He referred to the relations of 
his firm with the E.T.U., and said that the firm dismissed plaintiff 
because the Watford Manufacturing Co. ordered them to push on 
with the work. They were sorry to lose him, but they had по 
option but to dismiss him. Under cross-examination, he said that 


the E.T.U. had been in antagonism with the N. A. S. E. regarding 
whether E.T.U. members should work with N. A. S. E. members. 
The latter Association had been refused federation by the Trade 
Union Congress owing to the blackball of the London District. 
Mr. Tyler denied that the N. A. S. E. was formed at the instigation 
of the National Federated Electrical Association. 

The hearing was resumed on Tuesday when Mr. Tyler was 
further cross-examined. Evidence was also given by Mr. Banister, 
hon. secretary of the N. A. S. E., and others. The defendant' case waa 
then opened and he was giving evidence when the Court again 
adjourned. 

f ( To be continued.) 


DIRECT UNITED STATES CABLE Co., LTD. r. WESTERN UNION 
TELEGRAPH Co. 


THIS case was mentioned on an adjourned summons in the Chancery 
Division. before Mr. Justice Peterson, on Monday. 

Мв. MavGHAM, K. C., said that the position at the moment was 
that the witnesses from America had not yet arrived. They were 
expected to arrive on or about January 26th, and he asked his 
Lordship to fix a date for the hearing of the action shortly after 
that date. He suggested Monday. February 2nd. 

Mr. WHINNEY, appearing on the other side. said he would like 
to see the documents before the case came on again. 

Мв. MAUGHAM said that copies of all the documents were here 
now, and Mr. Whinney could see them. 

His LORDSHIP fixed February 2nd provisionally for the hearing 
of the case. 


A STERLING WORKS VISIT. 


—ͤ — 


THe Sterling Telephone & Electric Co. s business was 
established in 1900, and was registered as a limited 
liability company in 1909. The company manufactures 


telephones, wireless telegraph instruments, mine signal- 
ling apparatus, including shaft signalling systems, mine 
exploders , (blasting machines), electric bells and indi- 


cators of every variety. The head office of the com- 
pany is situated in London, and comprises a handsome 
suite of offices, also a selling organisation, stores, showrooms, 
and other departments. Here may be seen samples of the 
company’s various manufactures, the outstanding feature of 
which is the large variety of articles which form part of the 
telephone and signalling industry, due to the fact that the in- 
struments are required to work under such varied conditions. 
_Early in 1909 the company secured valuable freehold works 
situated on the eastern outskirts of London at Dagenham, in 
Essex. The ground area is approximately 35 acres; the build- 
ings and plant cover an area of six acres; sports ground five 


Fig. 1.—GENERATING STATION AT THE STERLING WORKS. 


' acres; for the benefit of the workpeople 18 acres have been 
reserved for a housing society, and the balance is available 
for future extensions. Building operations in the housing 
; есте аге, we understand, to be commenced in the near 
uture. 

The works, primanly intended for the manufacture of all 
kinds of telephones and kindred apparatus, are capable of 
producing on mass production lines all kinds of small engi- 
neering parts. They аге up to date, the equipment compris- 
ing high-class modern machinery, all of which is guarded to 
. prevent accidents to the operators. A feature is the use of 
special jigs and tools which economise time and labour and 
ensure a high degree of accuracy in the work. The em- 
plovés work in hygienic conditions. the various shops being 
well lighted and ventilated, as well as being more spacious 
than is usually the case. 

Important work was carried out for the Ministry of Muni- 
tions during the war period, when the total number of em- 


ployés exceeded 2,500. The number of pieces manufactured 
or munitions contracts would approximate 135 millions, re- 
presenting a large variety of parts each requiring many opera- 
tions and all manufactured to very fine limits. During the 
early stages of the war great progress was made with the com- 
pany’s wireless telegraph instrument works, which are 
situated in London. These works were considered of such 
importance that in the middle of 1915 they were, with the 
ше staff, taken over by the War Department and carried 
on Dy it. 

Much attention has been given to the welfare, athletic, and 
social side of the organisation. The works’ canteen is excel- 
lently equipped; hot and cold meals are prepared on the pre- 
mises, the kitchen plant being sufficient to enable several 
thousand workers to be catered for. A commodious recreation 
room has been erected adjoining the canteen, and has proved 
a boon to the employés and the members of the Athletic and 
Social Club. Concerts and dances are held during meal houra 
and in the evenings, the talent for which is drawn exclusively , 
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Fic. 2.— TELEPHONE MACHINE SHOP. 


from the workers. The company has also provided a very 
fine recreation ground, where cricket, tennis, football and 
bowls are enjoyed, and some excellent records have been set 
up. A double rifle range is attached to the works. which ie 
largely patronised, and there is also a very successful cycling 
club connected with the sports section. A well-equipped first- 
aid hospital is situated in the heart of the works, where 
numerous cases of minor accidents and some more serious have 
received attention at the hands of qualified nurses. 

The works are heated by means of & system of hot-water 
pipes. and they are electrically driven, and electric lighting 1s 
installed throughout. The company has its own generating 
station, an interior view of which is shown in fig. 1. the 
plant comprising 5 high-speed, four-cylinder, vertical gas 
engines, direct coupled to 100-Kw. generators, the capacity of 
which is 650 H.P. and the output 450 Kw. The gas 1s supplied 
by five producers using anthracite coal. The machine tools 
are belt-driven by means of lines of shafting, which in turn 
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are motor-driven by enclosed silent chains, the motors all 
being placed overhead. In the main machine shop the auto- 
matic turret section can produce over 600,000 small engineering 
parts weekly; the machines in the capstan lathe section are 
operated largely by women, who handle them with great 
dexteritv. Most of the parts produced in the machine shops 
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Fig. 3.—Part or Power Press SHoOp. 


pass through the high-speed sensitive drill section, where 
women are almost exclusively employed. The telephone ma- 
chine shop is more particularly engaged in the production of 
telephone parts as distinct from other products. Fig. 2 is a 
view of this shop, in which a large assortment of high-class 


machine tools is employed. The view .also indicates the 
nature of the lighting system and the commodiousness of the 
shops. In other instances individual machines are lighted 
locally. Fig. 3 shows a section of the power press shop, in 
which the success of the operations depends largely upon the 
efficiency of special press tools which are designed and pro- 
duced in the works’ toolroom, which may be regarded as the 
mainstay of the works. | 

Brass and steel turnings (swarf) are removed from the 
various machine shops and treated by hydro-extractors and 
oil filtration plant. The oil is extracted by centrifugal force 
and filtered by a special process. In the annealing shop all 
the tools as well as the magnets required in the manufacture 
of telephones are hardened. In the grinding and polishing 
shop small components are prepared for electro-plating. The 
air 1s kept free from dust by a hurricane extractor fitted at 
each operator’s position. Hoods are fitted above the vats in 
the electro-plating shop, where components are zinced, tinned, 
coppered, or nickel-plated, by means of which the fumes are 
drawn out of the building by a powerful fan. In the enamel 
shop care is exercised to keep the air dust free while articles 
are being dipped or sprayed, and precautions are taken against 
fire in the gas-heated baking ovens which adjoin. | 

In the coil-winding department coils are wound to specific 
resistance, and must pass a severe test; the delicate work, 
demanding patience and skill, is handled exclusively by girls. 
The whole of the printing required in connection with the 
works is done on the premises; this department was greatly 
appreciated during the war, when constantly changing con- 
ditions had to be met without delay. In the general office 
buildings, drawing offices for tool and instrument design, & 
planning department, and & laboratory are included. 

In concluding this survey of the Sterling Telephone Co.'s 
works we have to thank Mr. Guy Burney, managing director, 
and Mr. A. Anderson, works manager, for the courteous and 
hospitable manner in which we were received and conducted 
over the works at the time of our visit, and also for supplying 
photographs from which the above illustrations were repro- 
uced. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Municipal Finance.—We read in the financial notes in 
the Timex that several municipalities are favouring the idea of the 
establishment of a municipal bank. The Manchester City Council 
has agreed to appoint a special committee to consider the 
desirability of establishing and carrying on a national bank, with 
municipal branches in all large centres of industry and commerce, 
to enable, amongst other things, municipal corporations and other 
bodies to utilise their surplus asseta to finance house building and 
other public undertakings, thereby saving interest on borrowed 
moneys, the repayment of which under the present system entails 
a total expenditure equal to twice or thereabouts of the original 
c*pital expenditure." 


Exhibitions at Sao Panlo.— The British Chamber of 
Commerce at Sao Paulo and Southern Brazil is organising a series 
of exhibitions of British products. The first, devoted to hard- 
ware of every description, is being held from January Ist to 
March lst, 1920. The second from April 186 to June 30th, will 
deal with fancy goods, including electrical batteries, pocket lamps 
and fancy articles. From October lst to December 3lst the 
exhibition will be devoted to glass, china and earthenware, includ- 
ing electric bulbs, laboratory and lighting glass, insulating 
materials and laboratory porcelain. From January lst to 
March 30th, 1922 (two years hence be it noted), electrical goods 
will have the floor to themselves, and electrical manufactures of 
very many kinds coming in an alphabetical list from A (accumu- 
lators), to T (trolley wheels) will be displayed. Some further 
particulars may be found in the Board of Trade Journal. 


Swedish Company's Reconstruction.—According to 
Reuter, the Volta Electric Co., Ltd., Stockholm, is to be liquidated, 
and a resolution for reconstruction had been provisionally accepted. 
The business will be taken over by a new company with a capital 
of Kr. 6,500,000, of which Kr. 3,500,000 will be issued in founders’ 
shares, and Kr. 3,000,000 in preference shares. Of the founders’ 
shares, Kr, 2,500,000, or 60 per cent. of the present capital, would 
go to present shareholders. 


Italy.— El OrRICOAI. UNDERTAKINGS.—Numerous com- 
panies are being formed in Italy for the purpose of the generation 
and distribution of electrical power. Many of these, such as the 
Società Anonima Forze Idroelettrica Meridionali and the Società 
Ligure-Toscana di Elettricità, have as their object the harnessing 
of Italy's water power. The majority of the remainder are relying 
on lignite and other low-grade fuels, which abound in the valley 
of the Arno, for the production of energy. 


Empty Cases.—O wing to the increased railway rates and 
her transport considerations, the GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 
ү in future only make a nominal charge for packing cases, so 
a clienta may retain them or dispose of them locally, instead of 
: ааш them. Cases returned “carriage paid,’ іп good con- 
on, will be credited in full as before, 


Armstrong-Whitworth Diesel Engines.—Realising the 
great future of the Diesel engine for ship propulsion, Мквввя. 
ARMSTRONG-WHITWORTH & Co. have entered into an agreement 
with the well-known Swiss firn of Sulzer Bros., whereby they 
acquire a licence to manufacture and sell, in Great Britain and the 
Colonies, two-cycle marine engines embodying the best features of 
the Sulzer system. It has been decided to adopt the two-cycle 
principle on account of the proved reliability and efficiency of this 
type of engine, ita high ratio of horse-power to size and weight, and 
its ability to work continuously on Californian or Mexican crude 
oils of high sulphur and asphalt content, which are the cheapest 
fuels at present on the market. Engines aggregating over 
600,000 B H P. have now been built by Sulzer Bros. on the two- 
cycle principle, and the experience they have gained in regard to 
both design and manufacture will be placed. at the disposal of 
Armstrongs in the production of the new engine.— Financial 
Times. 

Foreign Trade.—DEcEMBER FiauREs.—The following 
are the values given of electrical goods and machinery in the official 
returns of imports and exports for December :— | 
Ino. or 12 mont, 1919. 


December. 
1919. dec. Inc. or dec. 
IMPORTS. £ | 8 £ 
Electrical goods, &c.... 141,822 + 82,700 +, 156,693 
Machinery  ... vee 1,714,943 + 922,061 + 4,362,299 ' 


EXPORTS. 


Electrical goods, &c.,.. 646,155 
Machinery  ... e. 3,884,429 +2,710,109 +16,618,006 | 


Preference to Australian Manufactures.—The South 
Australian Chamber of Manufactures has decided to use efforts to 
get both branches of the State Parliament to pass a resolution 
similar to that carried some years ago by the Victorian legislature 
as follows :—‘ That in obtaining machinery, goods or material for 
the service of the State, the Government shall, with a view to the 
encouragement of our own manufacturers and producers, give 
substantial and effective preference to those manufactured or pro- 
duced in the Commonwealth ; and further, that the prices and 
tenders for all machinery, goods or material so obtained, which are 
manufactured or produced outside the Commonwealth, shall be 
laid on the table of the House at the end of each financial year, 
or as soon thereafter as Parliament meets.“ The meeting also 
discussed the disadvantages under which oontractors .tendering 
for Government work are placed through awards of higher wages 
being made after their contracts have been accepted. It was 
resolved :—‘‘ That in view of the uncertainty of the labour position, 
and the fact that wages are fixed by a Government tribunal, the 
Chamber approach the Government with the object of havin 
included in the conditions of Government contract a rise and fall 


+ 401,776 + 3,424,612 - 


me 
сз» 


clause in regard to wages." — Tenders, P4 Lon 
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Germany and her Foreign Markets.—It is generally 
assumed in the German Press that, apart from the danger of an 
“economic war" on Germany, there is alao what is termed a 
“ psychological epidemic” with which entire nations are afflicted. 
This is resolving itself into an aversion for everything German, 
which will continue for some time to lead to a situation in all 
economic life similar to a state of war. To overcome this prejudice 
many suggestions have been made, some of which have been 
carried out. The first was the idea of selling German merchandise 
under the trade-marks of neutral countries. This, it is stated, has 
necessarily been abandoned. Another project is the establishment 
of branch factories in neutral countries. But here again, Switzer- 
land, for example, has taken measures to prevent articles produced 
by such branch plants from bearing marks indicating Swiss manu- 
facture. Such articles are not admitted to the Sample Fair at 
Baale, and it is anticipated that there will be future legislation, at 
least in France and England, to prevent entrance of these 
peeudo-Swiss products. It is hoped, however, that it may be 
possible to overcome these difficulties by founding in neutral 
oountries local (national) firms under the control] of dummy 
directors. For the period immediately following the war, at 
least, it is urged that everything points to the neutral as the 
proper representative of German firms. He can enter France and 
England without difficulty, and can sell his customers German 
d is naturally speak for themselves.— Board of Trade 

ournal. 


Forthcoming Congress of Manufacturers.—77^e Times 
reporte that the Federation of British Industries is organising & 
congress, to which the various manufacturers and trade organisa- 
tions of the country will be invited to send representatives, in 
London early in February. 


The Situation in France,—It has been the practice at 
the annual meetings of the Compagnie Générale d'Electricité, in 
Paris, for M. Azaria, deputy manager, to submit a forecast of the 
poesible course of business, not only in the new financial year, but 
also for subsequent years, At the recent general meeting, how- 
ever, the customary resolutions were adopted without any state- 
ment being made by the deputy manager, and it seemed at first as 
if the shareholders would disperse without any information being 
given on the question. Nevertheless, the earnest request of the 
shareholders induced M. Azaria, who appeared to be desirous of 
discontinuing the tradition, to rise to the occasion, although he 
remarked that any prevision at the present time is abeolutely 
impossible owing to the very difficult conditions of working which 
prevail, The deputy manager stated that it happened frequently, 
too frequently for their liking, that their works were brought to a 
stendstill—stopped when they were in the environs of Paris, as 
those at Ivry and Vitry, owing to the lack of current through the 
works which supplied them having no coal; and stopped when the 
question concerned works which were supplied by the Compagnie 
Générale as a consequence of the failure in the delivery of raw 
materials to the latter, particularly coal. Under the circumstances, 
what forecast could be made? If, however, the coal and transport 
crisis were to come to an end—which was a question of time—or 
if the situation in this respect were to be mitigated, even slightly, 
the requirements of consumers in the manufactures produced by 
the company, as well as in all those made by industry in general, 
were such that industrial prosperity could not fail to become very 
considerable ; and the company would derive advantage therefrom 
as well as others, neither more nor less. Coming to consider the 
problem of supply works and distributing companies, the deputy 
manager remarked that the companies were gripped as in a vice 
by the specifications or conditions of concession, which hindered 
them from increasing their sale prices for the supply of energy, but 
which did not prevent them from experiencing the immense reper- 
cussions caused by the growth in the prices of the raw materials 
they used, especially coal. Thus the price of coal, which was quite 
normal before the war, at 18, 20 or 25 francs per ton—and when 
it advanced to 30 or 35 francs, the rate was considered to be 
fantastic—had risen to 200, 300 and 500 francs per ton. As the 
sale prices under the terms of the concessions could not be increased 
without official sanction, the question arose as to how to obtain com- 
pensation for the excess of expenses over receipts, which amounted 
to millions of francs. The attention of the public authorities had 
frequently been drawn to the situation of affairs, but many other 
matters had to be considered on account of the war. The war, 
however, was over; the public authorities and the municipalities 
now understood that the companies could not continue to sell at 
the pre-war price a product which at present cost them two, three 
and four times more; and the speaker foreshadowed the impending 
issue by the Ministres des Travaux Publics et de l'Interieur of an 
instruction to the municipal and other competent authorities, 
authorising an increase in the charges for supply. Under these 
circumstances, the deputy manager expressed the opinion that the 
supply business would first gradually recover financial equilibrium, 
n. subsequently the prosperity which it enjoyed prior to 

e War. 


South American Trade.—"peaking at a luncheon of the 
British and, Latin-American Chamber of Commerce, Sir James 
Kemnal, the president, said that a great amount of work was being 
done by the chamber in bringing firms in South America into close 
contact with British manufacturers, During the past year 1,250 
inquiries were reoeived by the chamber from South America, and 
3,000 inquiries were received regarding South America and trade 
openings. During the same period the agencies of 200 British 
firms were placed in the hands of reliable South American repre- 
sentatives, and those agencies were werking successfully, | 


Shanghai Electrical Undertaking.— The Special Corres- 
pondent at Shanghai of the Timex Trade Supplement says that some 
very good contracts for engineering material have been secured 
recently by British firms. Engineering firms generally are very 
optimistic as to the future in China. In his presidental address at 
the meeting of the Engineering Society, the President, as an 
instance of the growth of industrial enterprises, cited the Muni- 
cipal Electricity Department. With the additions now in course 
of erection, the power station would be able to handle a load of 
77,000 KW. Yet, the anticipated demand for power from mills 
now in course of erection or contemplated in the neighbourhood of 
Shanghai was such that the engineer-in-chief expects to have to 
go home in the coming year to place orders for additional plant. 
"It would pay some of the big electrical oompanies, which have 
been formed since the signing of the Armistice, to send out experta 
to study the electrical question on the spot, and establish their 
own offices here. There would be ample scope for their activities 
in China." 

The Engineering Strike in Sweden.—A Reuter dispatch 
dated January 9th, stated that the situation in the dispute with the 
Swedish engineering industry was becoming more critical. А lock - 
out was probably to be declared by all the factories belonging to 
the Swedish Mechanica] Works Association (Sveriges Verkstads- 
foerening) in support of those firms where a strike had been 
declared. 

The Times correspondent at Stockholm says that the cause of the 
strike, besides a demand for increased wages in some cases, is a 
dispute as to the regulation of the hours of labour to meet the 
provisions of the new law for an eight-hour day, which was voted 
last summer and which entered into force at the beginning of this 
year. The employers claim the right to apportion the eight hours 
during the day во as to suit the character of the work, while the 
workmen contend that they may complete their eight hours when 
and as they like. 


Sydney Tendering Conditions.—The Sydney (N.S.W.) 
Municipal Council has decided that with regard to specifications and 
general conditions of tenders for the electric lighting department, 
in respect of which a conference has been held between representa- 
tives of the Council and representatives of the B.E.A.M.A., in 
Sydney, amendment of the Council's specification and general con- 
ditions, so far as the electric lighting department is concerned, be 
approved and adopted, to provide for the following :— 

1. “ Specifications '' in future to be in such a form that while each tenderer 
must submit one formal tender precisely in accordance with the ''speciflca- 
tion'' and general conditions, each tenderer shall be at liberty also, if he so 
wishes, to submit at least one alternative tender, this alternative tender to be 
P$ plant or apparatus, if the tenderer so wishes, differing from the“ speci- 

cation.“ 

2. In “specifications '° issued during the next 12 months, the penalty for 
late completion of contracts to be not more than 3 of 1 per cent. of the value 
of the contract per week, with a maximum of 6 per cent. of the value of the 
contract. 

8. ‘‘ Specifications ” issued in future to set out standard rates on which the 
amounts of tenders are based for :— 

(a) Freight rate per ton from Great Britain to Sydney. 

(b) Freight rate per ton from United States of America to Sydney. 

(с) Rate of exchange between Sydney and London. 

(d) Rate of exchange between Australia and the United States of America, 

(е) Price per ton forelectrolytic copper on London market. 

(f) Price per ton for lead on London market. 

(g) Price per ton for tin on London market. 

4. '* Specifications '' issued in future to provide for Council paying any extra 
amount which the contractor has to pay for labour in Australia as the result of 
an Award of a Wages Board or a Judgment of an Arbitration Court taking 
effect between the date of the sending in of the tender and the date of the 
completion of the contract. 

Also that payments under future contracts be made in Australia 
as laid down under resolution of Council and agreed to by oon- 
ference. By consent, the following clause was added :— 

(А) Price per ton for tin, copper and lead on Sydney market for Australian 
manufactured goods. 


Trade Union Methods.—In a letter to The Times, Mr. 
P. M. Brooke-Hitching states that in a large building, which is 
now nearing completion, flats are let to people who wish to obtain 
possession as early as possible. The builder is doing all that he 
can to expedite the work. A number of electricians are employed 
carrying out wiring for electric light. In order to meet the 
demand for telephones, the Post Office arranged to bring in the 
necessary cables. After this work had been going on for several 
days, an organiser of the Electrical Trades Union came to the 
buildings and informed the electricians working there that he 
would not allow the Post Office officials to continue their work, 
and that, if the Goverment men did not leave, he would call out 
every electrician immediately. As the completion of the electric 
light wiring was a more urgent matter than the installation'of tele- 
phones, the builder had no option but to obey the dictates of the 
Electrical Trades Union organiser. This interference has appa* 
rently been accepted without demur by the Post Office. 

What occasioned the action of the Union is not clear to us: is 
this the beginning of an attempt to force the Post Office elec- 
tricians into the E.T.U. ? 


Patent Restoration.—An order has been made restoring 
Patent No. 23,082, of 1912, granted to Конт. F. VENNEB, for 
" Improvements in electric heating and cooking apparat us. 


Auction Sale.—By direction of the Disposal Board, 
Ministry of Munitions, Messrs. Harris & Gillow will sell by 
auction, at Shoreham Camp, Sussex, on January 21st, 22nd, and 
23rd, а quantity of building material, huts, camp equipment, and 
electrical appliances, comprising batten-holders, switches, wall- 
plugs, pendants, &o. For full particulars, see our advertisement 
pages to-day. 
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A French Undertaking.—The directors of Les Exploita- 
tions Electriques, S.A., of Paris, reporting on the year 1918-19, atate 
that the difficulties experienced by thetramway and lighting under- 
takings managed by the company continued great. If labour had 
become less scaroe through the progressive demobilisation which 
had rendered possible the return of a portion of the workmen, the 
prices of all raw materials, and coal in particular, had remained 
on & high level. On the other hand, wages had largely increased 
both in the case of the company and in that of its subsidiary com- 
panies. These conditions involved a heavy charge upon the 
subsidiary companies, and the directors had, therefore, applied to 
the concessioning authorities for permission to raise fares and 
charges for supply to a further extent than that previously 
granted. In most instances the municipalities and the depart- 
ments had acceded to the request, but only after long and tedious 
negotiations. The company had taken an important part in the 
formation of Les Constructions Electriques du Rhône (Procédés Dick- 
Kerr), which was constituted in November, 1918. The object of the 
latter was the construction and maintenance of tramway rolling 
stock, motors and &ocessory tramway equipment, and works for 
this purpose were being built in the suburbs of Lyons. The 
perticipation of the Exploitations Electriques in the new under- 
taking would assure the former a supply of plant necessary for its 
subsidiaries. As net profits and balance forward the accounts of 
the parent company show the amount of 1,140,000 fr., permitting of 
the payment of a dividend of 16°25 fr. per ordinary share on a 
capital of 12,500,000 fr. 


The A.E.G. and Austrian Water Powers.— With reference 
to the statement that the Berlin A.E.G. had been endeavouring to 
secure possession of the water powers in the Vorarlberg by means 
of direct purchase, it is reported that after preliminary negotia- 
tions the Government declined, on principle, to dispose of the 
water powers to another country, but expressed its readiness to 
enter into further negotiations on a different basis—namely, by 
the formation of a joint company in Vorarlb rg, the State of which 
would possess 5] per cent. of the share capital, leaving 49 per cent. 
to be taken up by the A.E.G. 


Book Notices.—‘‘ Lockwood’s Builder's and Contractor's 

Price Book" for 1920. London: Crosby Lockwood & Son. 
4s. net. —This is quite an old friend, and, in view of coming building 
activity, it will be much in demand, though, while giving prices 
“down to date,” the editor recognises that owing to the fluctuating 
conditions to compile a definite set of prices for building work 
during 1920 is an impossibility.. Sections relating to electric 
lighting and electric bells, prepared by Mr. A. P. Haslam, have 
been revised and enlarged. Prices of electric lighting, heating and 
domestic appliances, conduits, dynamos, motors, batteries, bells, 
and telephones are quoted from various manufacturers’ lists. 
There are wages tables, legal notes, &c., and in the supplement 
the London Building Act of 1894 and other Acts, by-laws, and 
regulations affecting building operations ocoupy a great deal of 
apace. 
The Chamber of Commerce Journal, which is the official organ 
of the London Chamber of Commeroe, is now published weekly 
(6d.), instead of monthly. Always a very useful paper for busi- 
ness men—employers and employed alike—it should be more во, 
owing to the prompter publication of many matters which is 
possible under the new arrangement. 

“Science Abstracta " (A and B). Part 12. No. 264. Vol. XXII. 
December 30th, 1919. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 


18. 6d. each net. 

" Electrical Engineer's Diary for 1920." London: S. Davis and 
Co, Price 7s. 6d. 

"The Dyeing Industry." By 8. H. Higgins Pp. viii + 189. 


London : Longmans, Green & Co. Price 8s. 6d. net. 

Scientific Paper No. 349 of the Bureau of Standards, “ Photo- 
electric Spectrophotometry by the Mill Method." Price 5 cents, 
Scientific Paper No, 334, “ New Forms of Instruments for Showing 
the Presence and Amount of Combustible Gas in the Air.” Price 
15 cents. Washington: Government Printing Office. 


Lead.—In their report, dated January 10th, Messrs. 
d. Cawson & Co. state :— 

The closing figures yesterday, £47 158. prompt and January, and £48 6s. to 
£48 10s. March and April, are record prices, and they are not justitied by the 
position of the metall 

There is a large supply of lead in the country, and it is a real hardship on 
Consumers that they should be compelled to pay such tremendous prices, 
Owing to speculation. Lead is coming forward quite freely, as shown by the 
кү last month of 12,496 tons. This month they promise to be quite as 


The outlook is more confused than ever; should speculators continue their 
Operations, the price may be driven stil] higher, although the eventual crash is 
bound to come sooner or later; it may even come sooner than anticipated. 


Italian Engineering Combine for Near Eastern Trade.— 
The Agenzia Economica says that the following companies 
| Breda,” “Terni,” "Officine Meccaniche gia’ Mianie Silvestri,“ 
Meccanica Lombarda,” and Moto-Aratruce, have come to an 
agreement, under the auspices of the Credito Italiano, to form the 

Societa Italo-Orientale,” which has as its object to concentrate 
into a single channel the exporting activities of the above 
industries in the Balkans and the Near East. The new company 
Ш beginning with a capital of 2,500,000 Italian lire, and has its 
head offices in Milan. In order to put into practice a plan for the 
Co-operation of the countries with which the new company intends 
to trade ; financial groups in these countries will be asked to con- 
tribute to the capital of the new company, places being reserved 


x er representatives on the board of directors.— Reuter's Trade 
5 і А 


Catalogues and Lists. BRITISH Тномвох-Ноовтох Co., 
LTD., 77, Upper Thames Street, London, Е.С. 4.—Deacriptive List 
No. 10,952, dealing with thermostatic metal developed for use on 
thermostatically operated devices. The action of this metal may be 
summed up by saying that it bends with the heat." 

MEssRs, SIEMENS Bros. & Co, LTD., Palace Place Mansions, 
Kensington Court, W. 8.—Catalogue P 535 gives a two-page illus- 
trated description of the Siemens ringing vibrator (pole-changer). 

SIMPLEX CONDUITS, LTD., Garrison Lane, Birmingham,—C 
illustrating the “ Plexsim " one-bar fire. 

Messes. JOHNSON & PHILLIPS, Charlton, S. E. 7.—Descriptive 
illustrated list dealing with unit type ironolad switchgear (8 pp). 

CRYSELCO, LTD., Kempston Works, Bedford.—A pamphlet with 
seven humorous illustrations purporting to show some of the 
tests undergone by Cryseloo lamps before leaving the factory. 

MeEsses. MATTHEWS & YATES, LTD., Swinton, Manchester.— 
List No. 22/11, "Cyclone" p.c. motor, priced and illustrated 
specification. 

Messrs, DRAKE & GORHAM WHOLESALE, LTD., 67, Long Acre, 
W.. 2.—Pamphlet No. 274 (42 pp.), “ Artistic’ Fittings.” Ап 
illustrated and priced catalogue of electric light fittings and 
accessories. 

MESSBS. JOHNSON & PHILLIPS, LTp., Charlton, S.E. 7.—A 
16-page list of arc lamps and accessories, with prices and illus- 
trations, agd a folder dealing with lighting costs. 


Calendars. Messrs. S. G. LEACH & Co., LTD., 26-30, 
Artillery Lane, London, E. C., have hit upon a calendar novelty in 
the shape of an electric fan through one of the blades of which, by 
means of revolving card disks, the day and date can be shown as 
long as the calendar lasts. 

Messrs. S. Моге & Co, LTD., 115, Southwark Street, London, 
S. E., 1, have issued a serviceable wall calendar for 1920. Clearly 
printed monthly date sheets havea column of blank space set apart 
for daily memoranda, 

From MESSRS. SMITH & Co., of 17, West Tower Street, Carlisle, 
we have received a wall calendar with a coloured picture in which 
King George appears, his attention being centred upon a crucifix 
that lies among the rnins in France, with a broken sword laid 
upon it Cross " and Crown.“ 

MESSRS. GABRIEL, WADE & ENGLISH, LTD., timber merchants, 
of Hull, have issued a calendar with daily cards for changing. 


Whitley Councils.—At a meeting held in Edinburgh 
between representatives of the Corporation electrical undertakings, 
power companies, and employés, it was agreed to form an Industrial 
Council for Scotland under the Whitley scheme. The employers 
and the employés will each be represented by 10 members, Coun- 
cillor Bruce Lindsay, Edinburgh, was appointed chairman of the 
Council.— Glasgow Herald, 


Australian Exhibition.—The Industrial Australian and 
Mining Standard says that the All-Australian Peace Exhibition of 
Manufactures, Arta and Industries, to be held in Adelaide from 
March 26th to May 22nd, 1920, promises to be successful. 
Practically all the available floorage has been let. The exhibition 
will be held in the Jubilee Exhibition building and annexes, and 
it has been decided to erect two additional annexes. One will be 
allocated to the Repatriation Department, which intends making an 
extensive display of work by men undergoing vocational training, 
and the other will be utilised for general exhibits. 


Clearing Office for Enemy Debts.— The Clearing Office 
for enemy debts provided for in the Treaty of Peace with Germany 
has now been established, and Mr. Egerton Spenser Grey, Senior 
Official Receiver in Bankruptcy, has been appointed Controller. 
All communications should be addressed to :—The Controller of 
the Clearing Office, Cornwall House, Stamford Street, S. E. 1. 
Notices giving instructions as to the steps to be taken for proving 
their claims have been sent to creditors in the United Kingdom 
who have registered with the Public Trustee as custodian, claims 
against German nationals. Notices requesting payment of their 
debts to the Controller have also been sent to debtors in the 
United Kingdom who have registered with the Public Trustee as 
custodian, debts owing to German nationals. Any creditor or 
debtor who does not receive a notice should communicate with the 
Controller of the Clearing Office. 


Amalgamations.—It is stated that Messrs. BRUNNER, 
Monp & Co., LTD., have made a proposal to the Castner-Kellner 
Alkali Co., for amalgamation of interests: also that a provisional 
agreement has been entered into between the Vulcan Boiler and 
General Insurance Co., whereunder that company will be acquired 
by the London Assurance Corporation. Messrs. Guest, Keen and 
Nettlefolds, Ltd., are reported to be acquiring a controlling interest 
in John Lysaght, Ltd. 


The Cassirer Cable Works.—It is announced that the 
cable and rubber works of Dr. Cassirer & Co., of Berlin-Char- 
lottenburg, have been transformed into a joint-stock company, with 
a share capital of 6,000,000 marks. The transaction has been 
carried into effect with the co-operation of the Dreaden Bank and 
a private banking firm, each of which has a representative on the 
board of the new company. | 


Carels Fréres Developments.—The engineering firm of 
Carels Fréres, of Ghent, is changing ite title to La Compagnie 
Générale d’Electricité et de Mecaniques (Procédés Thomson- Houston 
et Carels), and is altering its articles of association to enable it to 
engage in all branches of the electrical engineering industry. 


— - 
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Trade Anmouncements.—THE Ivor ELECTRICAL Co., 
Ltd.,lof 10, Kirby Street, Hatton Garden, E.C. 1, are now in a position 
to undertake repairs to electric motors, armatures, magnetos, &c. 

Mr. W. М, WILLIAMSON has removed from No. 104 to No. 184, 
Peckham Rye, S.E, 22, where he has larger premises. 

MxssRS. HARRISON & HORSFALL have commenced business as 
electrical engineers and contractors at Waltham Street, Doncaster 
Road, Barnsley. 

Messrs. BROTHERTON TUBES & CONDUITS., LTD., have removed 
their Manchester office to No. 314, Corn and Produce Exchange, 
Cathedral Street, Manchester. The branch will be under the 
management of Mr. T. A. Nunwick, as formerly. Telephone 
number and telegraphic address unaltered. 

Messrs. SPENCER, ABBOTT & Co., LTD, coal contractors (manu- 
facturing fuel by rail or by water), have opened offices at 8, Arthur 
Street, London Bridge, E.C. 4. 

MR. WILLIAM GLASS, who has opened business as a mechanical 
and electrica! engineer at Allness, Ross-shire, N.B., desires to receive 
catalogues of electric wiring and accessories. 


Control of Electricity Prices in N.S.W.—A Bill to 
control the price of necessary commodities and prevent profiteering 
was introduced by the Government in the N.8.W. Legislative 
Assembly recently. In addition to fuels, electricity for lighting, 
heating, or industrial purposes, is included in the necessary 
commodities specified in the Bill.— 7enders. 


Generating Plant for Sale.—St. James’ and Pall Mall 
Electric Light Co., Ltd., has for disposal two Willans compound 
engines, coupled to two 310-Kw. Siemens dynamoe. For full 
particulars see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—H. Cottman & Sons, 
boilermakers, Meadow Lane, Loughborough.—Measrs. J. C. and 
E. E. Coltman have dissolved partnership. 

HoLME ELECTRIC Co., Ltp.—Winding up voluntarily. Liqui- 
dator, Mr. J. Alderson, of Holme. Meeting of creditors at 
1, Westgate, Huddersfield, January 19th. 

ARMATURE REPAIR Co., b, Hirst Street, Liverpool.—Messra J. 
Copland, W. A. McGuire, and T. Murphy have dissolved partner- 
ship. Messrs. J. Copland and W. A. McGuire will attend to debts 
and continue the busineas. 

BLACKPOOL AND FLEETWOOD TRAMROAD Co.—Claims to be sent 
by January 318, to Mr. J. Cameron, 75, Red Bank Road, Bispham- 
with-Norbeck, Blackpool. 

GELL TELEGRAPHIC APPLIANCES SYNDICATE, LTD.—A meeting 
is called for February 19th at Sardinia House, Sardinia Street, 
Kingsway, W.C., to hear an account of the winding-up from the 
liquidator, Mr. A. F. Dickin. 

GRAPHITE PLUMBAGO CRUCIBLE Co., LTD. — Winding u 
voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. E. Phillips, Tanner's Hill, Dept- 
ford, S.E. 8. Meeting of creditors, January 27th. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—F. J. Новхетт (Earle), 
electrician, Truro.—Trustee (Mr. G. C. Hancock, official receiver), 
released January 2nd. 

С. HELLYAR (A. Parker & Co.), electrical engineer and contractor, 
130, Upper Richmond Road, East Sheen.—Last day for proofs for 
кушш January 26th. Trustee, Мт. Т. Gourlay, 132, York Road, 
S. E. 1. 

W. H. MELLON (H. B. Wallis & Co.), electrical engineer, 
37, Elliott Road, Chiswick, late of 43, Turnham Green Terrace. — 
Receiving order made January 10th on debtor's own petition. | 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Áscot.—PRicE  IxcnREAsE.— The Electricity Co. has 


received from the Board of Trade authority to advance the price of 
electricity from 9d. to 10d. per unit. 


Australia, —5vpxEy.— The City Electrical Engineer 
ealculates that by the end of the present year a further capital 
expenditure of £121,368 will have been made, bringing the total 
capital changes up to a total of nearly £4,000,000. The net profit 
of the Sydney undertakings for the three months, July to 
September, 1919, was £17,588. 

TASMANIA.—The Minister of Works states that plant capable of 
developing 50,000 H.P. has been ordered for the Great Lake hydro- 
electric scheme, involving an outlay of £2,500,000, of which 
£ 1,300,000 is for the power station, £573,000 for sub-stations and 
transmission lines, and £200,000 tor the Hobart installation. It is 
anticipated that the following yearly revenue will be assured :— 
Electrolytic Zinc Co., £60,000 ; Carbide Co., at Electrona, £30.000 ; 
and Hobart district, £60.000. 


Bath.—LOAN.— The Ministry of Health regards the 
proposals contained in the Council's application to borrow £ 30.405 


as generally satisfactory, but awaits a revised estimate based on 
provisionally accepted tenders. 


Buxton. — Loan. — The Town Council has decided to 
apply for sanction to borrow £24,379 for various improvements. 
These include the replacement of the existing steam plant by 
gas-driven machinery, at an estimated cost of & 15.775. 


Chesterfield.— PRICE ІмсккАХЕ.— Тһе Town Council 
has increased Ithe charge for electricity for private and public 


lighting by an amount equivalent to 75 per cent, on pre-war prices 
from the lust meter readings in November, 


Crewe.—EXTENSION or SuPPLy.—The Town Council 


has applied to the Board of Trade for an order to supply electricity 
to the township of Shavington. ' 


Darwen.—LoAN.—A pplication has been made for sanction 
to borrow £27,695 for electricity extensions. 


Derby.— Joint SUPPLY ScHEmME.—The Town Council 
had before it, at the meeting held on January 7th, the report of 
Messrs. J. H. Rider and C. H. Wordingham upon the proposed 
Midland joint supply scheme. It was found that while most of the 
towns would benefit by the suggested arrangements, Derby would 
have to pay more for energy than at present, owing to the cost of 
distribution. In view of this, the Joint Committee appointed to 
deal with the arrangements has not yet agreed to the adoption of the 
scheme in its entirety, but has arranged for the electrical engineers 
of the undertakings involved to meet and form an alternative 
scheme for the Committee's consideration. 


Dewsbury. — BULK SuPPLv. — To meet the present 


. shortage of electricity, the Corporation has decided to enter into 


arrangements with the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. for a bulk 


supply, and application is to be made for power to borrow £8,500 


for distributive plant. 


Dover.— PRICE INcREASE. — The Board of Trade has 
approved the Council's proposal to advance the price of electricity 
to 84d. per unit from October last. The Town Council has decided 
to abandon free wiring as unremunerative. Prepayment meters 
have also proved too expensive in maintenance, and it has been 
decided not to install them in future. 

LoAN.—The Town Council is applying for powers to borrow 
£20,000 for extensions and additional plant. 


Dysart.— STREET Licutinc.—The Town Councit has 
invited offers from the Gas Co. and the Fife Electric Power Co. 
for the lighting of the town. The Power Co. states that it has 
recently laid main transmission cables through Dysart, but it will 
be necessary to erect a sub-station and lay distribution cables. 


Glasgow.—DALMARNOCK STATION.—It was hoped to 
have the new power station at Dalmarnock partly in commission 
by the beginning of this year, but the moulders’ strike has caused 
delay, and it is expected that three months will elapse before a 
atart can be made. 

Loan.—The Secretary for Scotland has signified his approval of 
the Council’s request for powers to borrow a further amount of 
£1,000,000 for electrical extensions. This brings the total 
authorised by the Secretary to £5,071,478. 

It has been decided by the Council not to reduce charges for 
energy, upon the reduction of the price of coal, as no increase was 
made when coal was raised by 6s. per ton. 


Hastings.—EXTENSIONS.—The Council has sanctioned 
several mains extensions, including one to Ore Rectory. Appli- 


‘cation has been made for a loan of £3,000—the cost of inatalling 


meters. 


Isle of Wight.—Prices.—The Electric Light and Power 


Co. has fixed the price for energy supplied for heating at 4d. per 


unit for the first 300 units per quarter, and 3d. per unit beyond. 
Leith New PLANT.—The Leith Dock Commission has 


decided to install a 1,500-kw. turbo-generator to replace the 


present gas-driven plant. The cost, including the foundations and 
structural alterations, is estimated at £40,000. 


Lewes, — PUBLIC LIGdHTIN q. — The Town Council has 
Sealed an agreement for public lighting with the Lewes and 


District Electric Supply Co. 


Liverpool.—ExTEN81ONs.— The Corporation proposes to 
apply to the Ministry of Health for sanction to the borrowing by 
the Council of £200,000 for the provision of additional generating 
plant, boilers, cooling towers, c., in connection with the recon- 
struction of the Lister Drive power station. 


London.—PoPLAR.—New plant is needed to meet the 
increased demands for power. The Port of London Authority intends 
to erect & 3,000-KW. sub-station shortly, which the Council is being 
asked to supply from its mains, Although & certain amount of 
assistance is available from “ linked-up " neighbouring supplies, an 
immediate expenditure of £68,080 is necessary. 


Loughborough. — YEAR’s WonkiNG. — It is stated 
that the gross profit of £613 for the last year of the electricity 
undertaking's working is not sufficient to pay expenses. Even last 
year's gross profit of £2,112 was inadequate to meet the liabilities. 
The increases in prices which came into force recently are not 
considered large enough and a further 15 per cent. advance is 
projected. 


Nelson.—N Ew PrANT.—The Town Council has decided 
to install additional plant, at an estimated cost of £47,600. 
Applications have'been received from cotton manufacturers for the 
supply of power to 1,800 looms. 


New Zealand.— LAKE COLERIDGE UNDERTAKING.—The 
report on the fourth year's operation of the Lake Coleridge supply 
states that 23.387.546 units were sold to wholesale consumers at 
an average cost, allowing for loss in distribution, of 171254. per 
unit, compared with 1,260,725 units sold at an average price of 
374d. per unit in 1914, the last complete year of operation of the 
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Christchurch City Council's steam - generating plant. The con- 
nected load has inoreased to 23,189 Kw. This has been supplied 
without exceeding a maximum load on the Addington sub-station 
of 5,340 KW., indicating that with the nature of the load in the 
Christchurch district the use of energy by consumers at different 
periods during the 24 hours makes it possible to supply a given 
amount with a plant capacity of less than one-quarter the aggre- 
gate of the load connected. Of the special industrial developments 
associated with a supply of cheap hydro-electric power which have 
taken place during the year, the position is as follows :—(a) Iron 
oxide for paint, prepared electrochemically from waste sheet-iron, 
such as empty tins, &c. This industry has now been established 
on a commercial basis, and the paint is being successfully 
marketed. (5) The electrolytic production of oxygen has proved a 
definite commercial sucoess, The oxygen is produced by direct 
electrolysis from water, the hydrogen so far not being utilised, but 
processes are under contemplation for using this gas in connection 
with the recovery of lower-grade oils and in soap msnufacture. 
(c) Steel smelting: the ferro-concrete building for the works is 
nearing completion, and the bulk of the electrical equipment has 
been delivered. The installation of a six-ton 1,200-kw Heroult 
steel furnace by a New Zealand company is an enterprise of con- 
siderable magnitude and interest, and marks an important step in 
the country’s industrial and electrical development.—Awckland 
Weekly News, 

HORAHORA SCHEME It is understood that the Horahora hydro- 
eloetric power plant, recently purchased by the Government from 
the Waihi Gold Mining Co., was taken over by the Government 
early in November. The company's staff will, however, run the 
plant for the time being, and will probably assist with the installa- 
tion of additional plant. 


Richmond  (Yorks.). — лент — PRoPOSALS,. — The 
question of installing electric lighting in the borough is under con- 
sideration. Application has been made to the Ministry of Health, 
which has referred the matter to the Board of Trade. 


Southend.—Su5-STATIONS.— The position with regard to 
the two sub-stations which were agreed upon prior to the war, is 
as follows :—The Leigh station was erected shortly before war 
broke out, and the Diesel engines were ordered and completed. 
The Council was urged by the Government to dispose of this plant 
during the war, as it was considered of greater utility elee- 
where. The plant was eventually sent to Russia, where there 
was a shortage of such equipment. The manufacturers entered 
into &n agreement with the Council to supply further plant upon 
the cessation of hostilities. This has not yet been delivered, and 
it is proposed to carry on for the time being with the four 
Diesels taken from enemy submarines. The Thorpe Bay sub- 
station was not commenced in 1914, but efforts are being made to 
get it running as soon as possible. 

South Shields.—PrRrorosep ExTENsIONS.— The Elec- 
tricity Committee states that additional plant is required to meet 
the increased demands of consumers. The present capacity is 
5,500 KW., the same as it was in 1915, and only a part of this can 
be considered efficient. Consumers’ connections have increased 
from 8,015 Kw. in 1915 to 11,481 Kw., and in addition to this there 
are 110 outstanding applications and also the prospect of the early 
construction of a light railway in the district. 


St. Helens.—Loan.— The Ministry of Health has 
sanctioned the borrowing of £28,900 for the purchase of a turbo- 
generator and condensing plant. 


Stockport.— EXTENSIONS.—The Electricity Committee 
ia to expend £75,000 on new plant and extensions to the electricity 
works. 

Stockton-on-Tees,— Loan.—The Ministry of Health has 
eanctioned the borrowing by the Corporation of £2,500 for 
prospective expenditure on mains and plant. 


Teignmonth.—OrFER TO CounciL.—Dr. Purves, who 
holds an order for Teignmouth electric lighting, has offered to hand 
it over to the Council on condition that he is allowed to do the 
work at a charge of 5 per cent. on cost. The Council has decided 
to meet Dr. Purves on the subject. Meanwhile the Council gives 
ita support to the Dartmoor hydro-electric scheme, and urges other 
local bodies to take a similar course. 


Torquay.— Loan.—The Town Council has applied for a 
loan of £1,617 for installing new plant at Beacon Quay, and has 
increased the meter rental charge from 1s. 3d. to 1a. 9d. per 
quarter. 

Tunbridge Wells.—Loa4Ns.—The Ministry of Health 
has sanctioned the borrowing of amounts of £15,518 and £3,761 
for electrical pu . Permission to borrow a further sum for the 
purchase of plant íg being withheld pending the receipt of tenders. 


Todmorden.—DETIOrr.— The financial statement for the 
past year, just issued, shows & deficit of £3,281 on the electricity 
department's working. 


Wigan.—SUB-STATION PrANT.—The Town Council is 
applying for permission to borrow £12,050 for the purchase of 
rotary converters &., for the Bradford Place and Pemberton 
sub-stations. 

Wolverhampton.—Prorosep ExTENSTONS.— The Elec- 
tricity Committee has submitted a list of improvements and 
additions which, it is estimated, will cost £17,000. The laryest 
item is the provision of transformers at а cost of £7,600, excluding 
the necessary switchgear and other accessories. 


TRAMWAY AND. RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australia.—TRAMWAY RETURNS.—The revenue of the 
Prahran and Malvern Tramways Trust for the year ended 
September 30th, 1919, was £214,728, an advance of £10,036 upon 
the previous year's figure. The last month of the period produced 
receipts totalling £19,996, a record figure. | 


В1асЕроо1.—Үклк'з WorRKING.—The annual report of 
the general manager of the Corporation tramways for the year 
ended March 31st, 1919, gives the following figures :—Total 
income, £144,535; total expenditure, £93,639, leaving a gross 
profit of £50,896. Net profit, after deduction of loan interest and 
taxes, was £37,580, a decrease of £255 on last year's figure. The 
number of passengers carried was 25,548,753, and the total energy 
employed was 2,137,716 unita. 

Further extensions of the tramways have been approved by & 
majority of ratepayers. 


Burnley.—BuLk SuPPLy.—The Council has received 
an application from Nelson Corporation for the supply of power 
for traction purposes. It has been decided to accede to this 
request if the Nelson Corporation will replace the coal consumed 
in generating the energy supplied. 


Darlington.— Storm Damage. — During a gale on 
January 8th, a tree was blown against an electric standard, and 
both fell across the roadway, breaking the overhead wires. 
Tramway traffic was suspended for several hours. i 


Halifax.—The proposal to construct trumway lines in 
Southgate was deleted from the Corporation Bill at & ratepayers 
meeting last week. The proposal to extend the tramway system to 
Elland and Wood Bottom, and thereby join up with the Todmorden 
'bus service, was carried, as was also the power to increase the 
fares from ld. to 2d. per mile, and to alter the gauge. 


Leeds.— WoRKMEN'8 FARES.— It was stated at the 
meeting of the Town Council held last week, that & heavy loss 
was resulting from the running of workmen's cars at cheap fares. 
The annual loss was at the rate of £44,565. An attempt by 
one of the Labour members of the Council to extend the cheap 
fare limit from 7.45 to 8.45 a.m. failed. 


London.— UNDERGROUND  ExTENSION.— The Central 
London Railway Co. is applying for power to construct a branch 
linelinking up the system with that of the London and South- 
Western Railway Co., at a point near the latter's Shepherd's Bush 
station. The necessary capital is being raised by the issue of 
£374,800 debenture stock. The Bill imposes upon the company а 
penalty of £50 а day if the stipulated time for construction is 
exceeded, to be applied as compensation to landowners and others 
affected. 

EXTENSIONS OPPOSED.—Strong opposition. is being offered by 


‘London local authorities to the London County Council Tramways 


and Improvements Bill which is being promoted for next session. 
Among those who have deposited memorials asking to be heard 
against the Bill are the City of Westminster, the City Corporation, 
the Boroughs of Hammersmith, Lewisham, Southwark, Paddington, 
Holborn, Lambeth, St. Marylebone, St. Pancras and Hampstead, and 
the Urban District Councils of Beckenham. Willesden, and Penge. 

Memorials have been received from the Borough of Hampstead 
and the Willesden Urban District Council in opposition to the Bill 
promoted by the Middlesex County Council for proposed tramways 
and other improvements. 


Middlesex. — Tramway Extensions. — The County 
Council has deposited a Bill for next session which, if passed, will 
enable the Council to raise £1,000,000 by the issue of county stook. 
This sum is to be expended upon the construction of a tramway 
route along the Kilburn High Road, and also for the provision of 
motor-omnibuses in the county and metropolitan districts. | 


Newcastle,.—PRoTEsT Aaarnst BILL. — At a meeting of 
the City Council, on the 7th inst., it was decided to petition against 
the Tyneside Tramways and Tramroads Co.'s Bill. The company 
is seeking power, inter alia, to run omnibuses from Gosforth Park 


. to Seaton Burn, and on other country roads in Northumberland. 


The Corporation is also seeking power to run 'buses to Seaton 
Burn, and claims a prior right to operate this service. 


Salford.— YEaR’s WonkiNG.—The report upon the 
undertaking for the year ended March 31st, 1919, shows total income, 
£119,181; total expenditure, £291,501; leaving a gross profit of 
£124,680. The deduction of interest on loans, rents, £c., leaves a 
net profit of £25,000. The total mileage of the system is 74'8, and 
the number of units used during the year was 10.666,72. One 
item of expenditure (£23,867), represented the amount paid to 
employés serving with H.M. Forces. 


St: Helens.—TRANSFER OF SysrEM.— Тһе Tramways 
Committee is taking over the undertaking and also an existing 
debt of £5,000, and is expected to produce £1,000 per annum while 
bearing the whole cost of repairs and maintenance. The charge 
for energy has been fixed at 1'50d. per unit, subject to an increase 
or decrease of 0'03d. for each rise or fall of 1a. per ton in the price 
of coal, at present 303. 
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St. Annes.—Tramway PurcHasE.—The Urban Dis- 
-triot Council and a public meeting have passed resolutions 
confirming the proposal to promote a Bill in Parliament for the 
acquisition of the undertaking of the Blackpool, St. Annes and 
Lytham Tramways Co., Ltd., in the St. Annes and Lytham area. 


Stoke-on-Trent.—TRaMway PunRCHARE.—The Council 
proposes to promote a Parliamentary Bill to enable it to acquire 
and work the district tramways, light railways and omnibuses. 
The Town Committee, a body comprising the leading citizens, 
арз of the scheme, but considers the proposed purchase price 
excessive, 


Vorkshire.—FARE Increase. — The Dewsbury and 
Batley Corporations are combining to oppose an application of the 
Yorkshire (Woollen District) Electric Tramways, Ltd., for an order 
authorising increased fares. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Cable Rates and Censorship.—Telegrams will now be 
accepted for Hungary at 4d. a word. Telegrams are liable to 
censorship in Hungary, and can, therefore, oe sent at sender's risk 
only. Deferred telegrams for Kismayu, British East Africa, will 
now be accepted at the rate of 1s. 74d. a word. All previous 
‚ notices as to the abolition of censorship on telegrams to places 
abroad are cancelled. Telegrams for all places abroad (with 
certain exceptions, which may be ascertained at any post office), 
may now be accepted without restriction, in accordance with the 
general arrangements in force before the war. 


Egypt. Regarding the cable delays, there was, according 
to the Egyptian Gazette, in the middle of December, a waiting list 
of 18,000 messages at Alexandria, and at Suez a similar collection 
of 12,000. These were being dispatched as quickly as possible, but 
‘the fresh ones sustained the waiting list, as described. 


Italy.—4A special wireless service between England and 
Italy for the use of the Preas was opened on January 6th, by the 
Marconi Co. This servioe, authorised by the Italian Government 
and the British Post Office, was instituted particularly to assist 
the Italian Press in obtaining prompt reports of the Italian Prime 
Minister's visit to London. The Marconi high-powered station at 
Carnarvon is being used for the purpose, and three hours daily have 
been allotted for this particular traffic. | 


Storm Damage.—There was а breakdown of ће over- 
land telegraph lines to the Continent, on January 10th, which 
interrupted the cross-Channel cables. The main interruption of 
the land lines was reported on Saturday afternoon near Tunbridge 
Wells, on the London-Dover route, but soon after 9 o'clock 
communication with France was resumed, and later with Holland, 
but not with Germany. 

Much damage was caused by the week-end storm to telegraph 
and telephone systems, not only in England, but all over Western 
Europe. Communication with Ireland and the Continent, on 
Monday, could only be carried on by roundabout routes and with 
much delay. Rome, Marseilles, and Zurich were completely 
isolated from London. 


Wireless Meteorological Information.—The London 
Gazette, January 6th, contains an Admiralty Notice to Mariners, 
No. 8, of 1920, which cancels the former notice, No. 1,393, of 1919, 
relating to wireless meteorological information to and from ships 
at sea. It is hoped that all concerned will assist in making this 
service a success ; negotiations are in hand to extend and unify the 
system of collecting weather data by wireless from ships at sea 
all over the world, and at the same time to organise the free 
transmission of weather bulletins to admit of ships being constantly 
supplied With reliable weather reports and forecasts wherever 
they may be. The needof ships at sea regarding information about 
the weather will march hand-in-hand with the requirements of 
aircraft, and the importance of the service will, therefore, be con- 
stantly increasing. The essence of success lies in rapidity in 
pessing on wireless data collected by ships to the coast stations, and 
thenoe to the central meteorological office. 


Wireless Service Suspended.—The Marconi wireless 
telegraphic service to the U.S.A. and Newfoundland has been 
temporarily suspended, says the Financial Times, due to a matter 
. affecting an agreement with the Western Union Cable Co. 


Wireless Telephony.— According to the daily Press the 
Marconi Co. is about to demonstrate a use for wireless telephony 
in aerial navigation by the employment on an airway route of 
direction-finding stations. The company also has made successful 
experiments in wireless telephony between Chelmsford and a 
station 20 miles east of Amsterdam, with portable sets that can be 
carried on mules. 


Wireless Time Signals.—The London Gazette, January 
` 6th, contains ап Admiralty notice to mariners, No. 7, of 1920. 
which cancels the former notice No. 1,993, of 1919, giving general 
information with regard to wireless time signals, also a complete 
and up-to-date list of all time siguals issued by wireless stations 
` throughout the world. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the par indicates 
the issue of the ELROTRICAL REVIEW in кт Oficial 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Aberdeen.—January 31st. Electricity Committee. Two 
water-tube boilers, with superheaters, economisers, steel chimney 
and accessories. (January 9th.) 


Aldershot.—January 20th. Urban District Council. 


Electricity Department. Renewal of 180 positive sections for 
batteries. (See this issue.) 


Australia.—Sypnry.—February 18th. One electrically- 
controlled tower olock and four dials, for Sydney sub-station. 
Chief Electrical Engineer's Office, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney. 

March 1st. Municipal Council. Supply of 2,000-k.v.A., 5,000 to- 
10,000-v. transformers. Electric Lighting Department, Town Hall. 

PERTH, W.A. — February 10th.  P.M.G.'s Department. 840 
accumulators (schedule W.A.647.) (December 19th.) . 

MELBOURNE.—February 26th. Victorian Railways. Incandes 
cent electric lamps. Particulars from the Contractor's Room 
Spenoer Street, Melbourne. 

March 10th. City Council. Supply of 6,600-v. switchgear for 
sub-station switch houses, kc., and of six 250-k. v. A., three-phase 
transformers. Specifications from City Electrical Engineers’ Office, 
Melbourne.—Jndustrial Australian and Mining Standard. 


Bray.— January 30th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Works. One 200-B.H.P. Diesel engine, direct coupled to a 
135-K.v.A. single-phase alternator and exciter. (January 9th.) 


Barnes.—January 20th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department. Supply of water-tube boilers, economisers, 
draught plant, turbo-alternators, condensers, air and circulating 
pumps, transformers and rotary converters. (December 12th.) 


Battersea. — January 21st. Borough Council. One 
5,000-Kw. turbo-alternator, with condensing plant; one 1, 500-K W. 
rotary converter; pipework for the 5,000-Kw. turbo-alternator ; 
switchgear for the 5,000-Kw. turbo-alternator and 1,500-KW. rotary 
converter. (January 2nd.) 


Bradford. January 28th. Corporation. Two electric 
battery locomotives. (December 26th.) 


Chile,—March 15th. Comision de Puertos, Santiago. 
Electrical machinery (power and lighting) for the Port ot Valparaiso. 
Comision de Puertos, Santiago, Ohile. Copies of the specifications 
can be seen at the Chilean Leyation, 94, Gracechurch Street, London, 
between 3 and 5 p.m. 


Colne.— Electricity Department. New or second-hand 
1,250-кӯ. to 2,000-Kw., 6,600-v. turbo-alternator, with condensing 
plant. (See this issue.) 


Dundee. — January 28rd. Corporation. Electricity 
Department. Three 750-Kw. converter веѓа ; one 300-kw. ditto ; 
11,000 v., KEH. r. switchboard ; two 750-Kw., D.C. control panels; 
one 300-Kw. ditto. (December 19th.) 


Edinburgh. — February 9th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. One overhead travelling crane. (See this issue.) 


Ilford. January 27th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department. One 1,000-Kw. converting plant, cooling 
tower, motor-driven air compressor, L.T. cables. (January 9th.) 


Kingston-upon-Huli.—January 23rd. Electricity Com- 
mittee. One 10,000-Kw. turbo-alternator, with exciter, and one 
condenser outfit complete. (January 2nd.) 


London.—ISLIxdTON.— January 28th. Electricity Com- 
mittee. Stores, including cables, meters, electric lamps, &c., for 12 
months, (December 19th.) 

HAMMERSMITH.—January 20th. Electricity Department. Wiring 
schemes for small property, boiler setting and furnace work, &c. 
(January 9th.) 

STEPNEY. — January 22nd. Electricity Supply Committee 
Two water-tube boilers, chimneys, economisers, Ko., and one 
6,000-K W. turbo-alternator, with condenser. accessories and switoh- 
gear. (December 19th.) 

HAMPSTEAD.—January 28th. Borough Council. 12 months’ 
supply of electrical engineers’ stores; 6 or 12 months’ supply of 
oils for the electricity station. Forms of tender from Mr. A. P. 
Johnston, Town Clerk, Town Hall, Haverstock Hill, N.W. 3. 

CAMBERWELL.—February 2nd. Borough Council 12 montha, 
maintenance of the private telephones and electric bella at the 
Town Hall. Mr. F. J. Slater, Borough Engineer, Town Hall, 
Camberwell, S.E. 

New Zealand.—AUCKLANI).—September Ist. Harbour 
Board. 12 -ton (and alternatively for 12 3-ton) semi-portable 
balanced jib level Luffing electric oranes. Specifications from the 
Agents of the Board, Messrs. W. & A. McArthur, Ltd., 18/19, Silk 
Street, Cripplegate, E.C. 


Pontypridd, —January 30th. 
Electricity Department. 
switchgear. (January th.) 


Urban District Council. 
Rotary converter, transformer anl 


- 
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Vemezuela.—Junc 30th. The Government Gazette of 
Venezuela publishes а decree inviting tenders for the installation of 
a wireless telegraphic station near Caracas. (See this column for 


Whitby. January 30th. Urban District Council. Turbo- 
alternator, condenser, air and circulating pumps, water-tube boiler, 
fer aiii transformer, А.О. switchboard, E.H.T. cables. (See 
t issue 


York.—January 20th. Electricity Committee. Tenders 
for the ing-out of s hydro-electric scheme at Linton Lock. 
(January 9th th) 


CLOSED. 
Australia. — Sydney.—City Council. Accepted :— 


Sub-station switchgear for Palmer Streetsub-station £1,756. 
Bulwarra Lane; 55 964. 

Irvine Street 954. 

Metropolitan- -Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.— Tenders. 


Glasgow.—The Tramways Committee has accepted the 


following offers :— 
Aluminium ribbon.—Coe Ribbon Gold Leaf Manufacturing Co. 
3-in., single-way, fireclay ducts.—Doulton & Co., Ltd. 
102 D. c. c. wire.—London Electric Wire Co. and Smiths, Ltd. 


The Tramways Manager is to report upon offers received for the 
supply of а rotary converter for the Dalhousie Street sub-station, 
and inspect types submitted. 

London.—STEPNEY.—The Electricity Committee has 
accepted the offer of Messrs. Foster & Co. to supply 13,000 tons of 
coal at prices varying from 34s. 1d. to 358. 4d. a ton. 

Two new converters, £11,800, Bruce Peebles & Co., recommended. 

Troughs, covers and earthenware pipes :— 


Sutton & Co. es recom) = .. £254 
Siemens Bros. & Co. EM è S . 2967 


HACKNEY.—Public Health Committee. Recommended. Special 
plant in connection with the charging station for electric vehicles :— 


250-amp., 110-v. motor-generator :— 


R. P. u. 2 
Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Со... xs Por 780 476 
15 as з M" са . 1,000 445 
J. H. Holmes & Co. vs $n s is 900 445 
Electromotors, Ltd. .. ae An 22 ee 710 483 
B.T.H. Co. ‘a эзе ee 815 415 
е Construction Co. .. E so e- 1,300 280 
A ..  (recom.) .. 1,000 330 

Charging gear :— 
Lancashire Dynamo & мош О es 5% ee э £629 
J. H. Holmes @ Co. А à E Ve КУ 480 
Igranic Electric Co. . (reeom) )) 433 


Nelson.—Town Council :— 
Generating machinery, £47,600.— Brush Electrical Engineering Co. 


Tasmania.— LAUNCESTON.—City Council. 


One battery complete with spares and instruments (Australian manufac- 
ture) delivery in 28 weeks, £3,529.—Accumulators, Ltd. 
No tender was accepted for the booster equipment owing to the 
abnormally high prices.— Tenders. 


Wolverhampton.—Town Council. Accepted :— 


Two kx. v. A. transformers, £456.—Brush Eleotrical Engineering Co., Ltd. 
Wheel lathe, £910.— Wirth 4 Co. 

Power prees, £665.— Leeds Engineering Co. 

Consumers’ meters, £495.—Chamberlain & Hookham, Ltd, 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Association of Engineers-in-Charge.—Saturday, January 17th. At St. Bride's 
Institute, Bride Lane, Е.С, At 7.30 p.m. Social and nce. 


Salford Technical and eering Association.—Saturday, Janu ш 
At the Royal Technioal Institute. At7p.m. Presidential address 
J. Morris, and musical evening. 


of Pest Office Electrical Engineers (London Centre).— Monday, 
January 19th. At 5.80 p.m. At the Royal Society of Arts. Lectures on 
“Victory Line to Germany," by Major H. Brown ; ; “ Evacuation of Helles,“ 
by Major Turner; Buried Cable Works,“ by Capt. Reid. 


| Institution of Great Britain.—Tuesday, January 20th. At Albemarle 
street, W. At8 p.m. Decir oy Sir John Cadman 

Friday, January 28rd. 9р. .m. Lecture on “ Researches at High 

Preasures and Tenet” л ir Chas. Parsons, F. R. S. 


of Technical Engineers (North-Eastern Dlstriet).— Wednesday. 
January 21st. At the City Hotel, Newcastle-on-Tyne. At 7 p.m. Mass 
meeting. 
of Engineers,—Friday, January 22nd. At 89, Victoria 
Street. At 7.30 p.m. Paper on Evaporation in the Chemical Industry,“ 
by Mr. J. A. Reavell. 


of Electrical Engineers. Thursday, January 22nd. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Gt. George Street, B. W. At 6 p.n. Paper 
on Transformers for Electric Furnaces, by Mr. J. L. Thompson. 
Informal meeting. Monday, January 19th. At the Institute of Patent 
Agents, Staple Inn Buildings, W.C. At 7 p.m. Disoussion on основе of 
a Trade Journal," to be opened by Mr. F. Н. Masters, O.B.E 
(North-Western Centre —Liverpool Sub- -Centre.)— Monday, January 
lyth. At the University, Liverpoor At 5.80 p.m. Lecture on The 
АР lication of Electric Power on Board oat by Mr, C. H. Wordingham, 
"B.E At " p.n. Chairman's (Prof. E. V . Marchant) &ddress, also ad- 
аса by the President, Mr. С. Н. Wordingham, and Mr. J. A. Robertson. 


of Mechanical Engineers—Friday, January Brd. At Btorey's 
Gate, S. W. At6p.m. Paper on Recent Advances in Utilisation of Water 
Power," by Mr. E. M. Bergstrom. 


Electrical Power Engineers’ Association (West Yorks. Section). — 
saturday, January 24th. At the Y. M. C. A., Albion Place, Leeds. At 6.45 
p.m. Lecture on “The Legitimate Sphere of Trade Unionism," by Mr. F. 
Kirkley. 

‘Royal Photographic Society, Russell Square, W.—Exhibition of prints 

lent by the Hentgen Society. Open till February 7th. 


NOTES. 


The 105. Coal Rebate.—We are informed by the 
secretary of the Provincial Electric Supply Committee of the 
United Kingdom that he has, at the request of the Coal Con- 
troller, sent to electricity supply companies 200 copies of the 
printed prescriptjon issued by the Board of Trade with reference 
to obtaining and passing on to the consumer the rebate of 10s. 
per ton on coal used for generating electricity sold for domestic or 
household purposes, together with an explanatory memorandum 
approved by the Coal Controller. In case, however, any particular 
undertaking has not received a оору, one may be had on appli- 
cation to Mr. Т. W. Cole. secretary of the above Committee, at 
Moorgate Court, Moorgate Place, London, E. O. 2. The prescription is 
printed on p. 75, with an abstract of the explanatory memorandum. 


Central-Station Salaries.—A recent issue of Power 
gives the undermentioned details of the salaries paid to the 
various classes of typical central-station employés in the U.S.A. :— 


SALARIES IN CENTRAL STATIONS. 


ity Chief Watch; ire- | chief | Etec- | za | py La- 

"ww. | ongi | engi, Olen еш, | wrie- mio | opera er. bourers. 
35,000 | 250 | 175 | 156 | 156 | 225 | 154 | 185 | 184 | 104 
30,000, 185 135 | — | 130 ' 145 | 118 | 112 140 — 
24,000. 208 | 108 | 104 | — |114 | 104 | 127 | 104 | 89 
16,000 275 | 173 | 154 | 142, — | — | 182 | 2287) 120 
11.250 225 | 140 | 116 | 120 — |180 120 120 9: 
6,000 300 | 180 | 150 | 180 175 145 — 165 110 
2,000 150 120 | — | 115 150 85| — — — 


670| 152 | 105 104 — — — 
160 | 122 | — | 108 | — | — 


Salaries in dollars per month. 


A “Live” Lorry.—It is reported from Wallsall that a 
Foden steam wagon became electrically “ live" whilst standing on 
the roadway, and the driver complained to the motorman of a passing 
tramcar that he thought the energy was coming from the tramway 
system. On touching metal parte of the steam engine, a shock was 
felt, yet there was no contact either with the tramway rails or a pole. 
The motorman, however, noticed that steam from the wagon was 
ascending directly to the tramway wires, and on the steam being 
shut off, no further shocks were perceptible. It is presumed that 
the current from the wires travelled down the column of vapour. ' 


The Patents and Designs Act.—The Patents and 
Designs Act, which became law on December 23rd, 1919, makes 
numerous alterations in the British patent law, of which the 
following are those of most general interest to inventors and 

tees :— 

1. The period of provisional protection is increased to nine 
months. Any application, therefore, accompanied by a provisional 
specification, and lodged subsequent to March, 1919, may be com- 
pleted within nine months of the date of application, or, by the 
payment of a fine, within 10 months. 

2. The term of a patent is increased to 16 years. This applies 
to all patents on applications dated December 23rd, 1905, or later. 
The fees. if any, to be paid for the fifteenth and sixteenth years are 
not yet fixed. 

3. A patentee, other than a late enemy, who has by reason of 
the war suffered loas or damage (including loss of . of 
dealing with or developing his in vention, owing to his having 
been engaged in work of national importance connected with the 
war), may apply in a simpler and cheaper manner than was before 
possible for a prolongation of the term of his patent, and the 
Court in considering the application, may have regard solely to 
such loss or damage. 

4, Any person who has acquired, or may acquire, by assignment, 
licence, or the like, any interest in a patent or design, must register 
his interest at the Patent Office. 

5. The grounds on which the grant of a patent may be opposed 
are enlarged. Such grant may now be opposed on the ground 
that the invention has been published in any document published 
in the United Kingdom prior to the application. 

6 (not yet in force). At any time after the sealing of a patent, 
the patentee may request the Comptroller to endorse the patent 
with the words Licences of right.“ The Comptroller, on being 
satisfied that the patentee is not precluded from making such 
request, will so endorse the patent, and thereafter the patentee 
will only have to pay half the normal renewal fees, but any person 
who wishes to use the invention will have the right to a licence on 
terms to be settled by the Comptroller in default of agreement 
between such persons and the patentee, and the Comptroller may, 
in order to secure equality of advantage among several licencees, 
reduce the royalties payable under any licence previously granted. 

7 (not. yet in P Somewhat drastic provisions as regards the 
grant of compulsory licences and revocation have been substituted 
for Sec. 27 of the old Act, the so-called " working " section. | 

8. Under certain conditions publication of an invention in a 
paper read before a learned society does not invalidate a patent 
subsequently applied for. This provision, however, is fraught 
with the greatest danger, and should not be taken advantage of 
without professional advice, 

9. No person other than a registered patent agent may now 
practice, describe, or hold himself out as a patent agent. 

The foregoing summary has been drawn up by the Council of 
the Chartered institute of Patent Agents. | 


84 | THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 86. No. 2,199, JANUARY 16, 1920. 


H. M. S. Hood. —0On January 9th H.M.S. Hood, the 
latest British capital ship, left Messrs. John Brown's Clydebank 
yard for her official trials. She is to be completed at Rosyth, and 
it is understood that she will replace H. M. S. Queen Elizabeth as 
flagship of the Atlantic Fleet. Possibly the new Hood will be the 
last of her kind ; there are no other capital ships under construction 
for the British Navy. This veasel, on which electricity is made 
use of extensively, is a blend of battleship and battle cruiser ; she 
embodies all the lessons of the war, including blister protection 
against torpedo attack. She is 860 ft. long, displaces 41,200 tons, 


has a horse-power of 144,000, and a designed speed of 31 knots, | 


Her main armament consists of eight 15-in. guns, and her secondary 
armament of 12 5˙5· in. and four 4-in. anti-aircraft guns. When com- 
pleted for sea, the Hood will have cost £6,025,000, and the annual cost 
of her maintenance in commission will be £539,000.—E'rening News. 


The Siough Motor Depót.—In view of the fact that 
our note last week on the above depót might be read as if the 
Benjamin Electric, Ltd., was carrying out the electrical installa- 
tion, we wish to make it quite clear that, while Benjamin reflector 
fittings, and reflectors are being used throughout for interior 
lighting, the installation work is being carried out by Meears. 
Dixon & Sons, Ltd., of Leeds, Messrs. Malcolm & Allen, and Messrs. 
Foote & Milne, of London. 


The Threat to Dartmoor.— In a letter to The Times 
of January 10th, Mr. J. E. Addinsell, secretary, the Wilson 
Syndicate, Ltd., points out that the Dartmoor and District Hydro- 
Electric Supply Bill is a Bill which the Wilson Syndicate have 
taken over from its original sponsors, and to every detail of which 
they are not wedded. It will be quite possible in Committee to 
safeguard the desire, with which the promoters sympathise, to 
preserve the historic monuments and the amenities of Dartmoor. 
Thus, for example, there is no intention to submerge the stones of 
Scorhill Circle, about the destruction of which so much has been 
said. Again, there will be no generating station and consequently 
no disfiguring pules on the moor itself. 

With regard to the proposed metal works in the neighbourhood 
of Newton Abbot, most of the criticism of these is based on a com- 
plete misconception. The works are to be situated in a spot 
already so industrialised that there can be no question of 
spoiling its beauty. It is not the intention of the promoters to 
use any processes which will cause destruction to the surrounding 
vegetation. The methods which will be employed at these works 
will be such as to ensure a total absence of any noxious fumes or 
any gases which might be deleterious to vegetation, even to the 
extent that there will not be any smoke whatsoever. 

Further, with reference to the objections raised to the proposed 
copper refining, blister copper, and not copper ore, is the raw 
material which will be used, and this material will be sulphur free. 

We recently explained that the use of the water power would 
not necessarily interfere with the amenities of the district. 


Training of Disabled Men.—Satisfactory progress with 
regard to the training of ex-service men in the West Midland area, 
of which Birmingham is the centre, is reported by the Divisional 
Director. The men in training total 922 in Birmingham, and 220 
in country areas ; making aggregates of 1,146 and 414 respectively. 
There are still 1,272 awaiting industrial training. Forty-six men 
are learning electrical engineering, either in technical school or 
workshop ; a figure which compares well with other industries, 


А B.T.H. Dinner.— The annual dinner of the B. T. H. Co.’s 
testing department will be held on the third or fourth Saturday in 
February. The Committee trusts that all past members of the depart- 
ment will endeavour to attend. Application for tickets should be 
sent as soon as possible so that final arrangements can be made to 
Mr. K. R. Hopkirk, c/o Testing Department, B. T. H. Co., Rugby. 


Appointments Vacant.— Shift engineer (£264) for the 
Accrington Corporation Electricity Department; cable jointer 
(788. + 124 per cent.), for the Wrexham Corporation Electricity 
Works; lecturer in electrical engineering (£350, rising to £400), 
for the Faculty of Engineering, Merchant Venturers' Technical 
College, Bristol; assistant electrical engineer ($3.600 + 3720, 
equal to £504 per annum, dollar — 28. 4d.), for the Municipal Com- 
missioners of Singapore; instrument maker (£300), for the East 
London College; two vacancies in the Electrical Engineering 
Department (Telegraphs) (600 rupees a month) in the Bombay and 
` Baroda and Central India Railway, India; shift engineer (£4), for 
the Torquay. Corporation Electrical Department ; assistant mains 
engineer (£260), for the City of Coventry Electricity Department ; 

. traffic superintendent (£275); and rolling stock superintendent 
. (£275), for the Wigan Corporation Tramways ; charge shift engineer 
(4 250 + 20 per cent. + £90), for the L. C. C. Tramways Depart- 
ment; mains superintendent (62/6 + 20 per cent. + £90). for 
the Tynemouth Corporation Electricity Works; switchboard 
attendant (37/6 + 33/6 + 124 per cent.), for the Lancaster Cor- 
poration Electricity Department; assistant telegraph enyineers 
(4 250 + £65, for single men, and £115 for married men), for the 
Government of Uganda; Principal of L.C.C. Training Centre for 
disabled sailors and soldiers in the electrical and engineering 
trades at Hackney Marshes (£600).—See '' Official Notices to-day. 


Volunteer Notes.——County or LoNpoN К.Е. (V.) 
LoN DON ARMY TROOPS CoMPANIES.—À cheque for £94 8a. bd., 
being the balance of the funds of No. 3 Co. Royal Engineers (V.). 
London Army Troops Companies (Engineering Institutions Com- 
pany), has been forwarded to Sir John Snell, for distribution to 
the Benevolent Funds of the three Engineering Institutions, in 


accordance with the arrangement made when subscriptions were 
nvited. 


Joint Electricity Authorities.—GIOUCESTERSHIRER.— At 
a meeting of the Gloucestershire County Council, on January 12th, 


. the proposed formation of a joint electricity authority for the 


county and parta of Wilts and Monmouthshire was discussed. The 
chairman stated that the Ministry of Shipping was anxious to 
dispose of the generating station at the Government works at 
Beachley, which could be used to supply the Forest of Dean 
district west of the Severn; other schemes were being brought 
forward for the supply of electricity to the Foreat of Dean mines. 
With Mr. Gardom he had attended & meeting at Bristol. at which 
certain resolutions (reported in our payes last week) were passed, 
and he asked the Council to adopt them. Theresolutions expressed 
agreement with the formation of a joint electricity authority, with 
forming part of such authority, with contributing to the expenses, 
and with the appointment of an Organising Committee to prepare 
a scheme. The resolutions were adopted. 

At a meeting of the Organising Committee, on кипзу last, Mr. 
H. Faraday Proctor was elected chairman. 

SOMERSET.—At a meeting of the Somerset County Council, held 
on Friday last, resolutions expressing agreement with the forma- 
tion of a joint electricity authority were adopted. 


Housing and Transport.—Addressing the members of 
the Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute, on Friday last, on 
Some Aspects of the Housing Problem," Mr. Frank Hunt, Chief 
Valuer of the London County Council, said that hitherto the 
traffic at cheap workmen's fares ceased on arrival at the London 
terminus at 8 o'clock, and there was another traffic peak period 
extending up to 10 o'clock. The alteration in the hours of labour 
had tended to cause these two traffios to coalesce, and to be com- 
pressed into a shorter period; and this also operated in а somewhat 
similar way at the other end of the day. There was no doubt that 
considerable improvements would be needed in the methods of 
transport, and he thought the present lack of system, whereby 
there seemed to be no co-ordinated action to use the various instru- 
ments of transport for the purposes for which they were best 
adapted, would need to be superseded by an intelligent system. 
When the various systems of transport in big towns were scientific- 
ally organised, it would be found most convenient to run the trains 
to nodal stations, and to organise around those stations systems of 
surface transport. 


I. M. E. A. Convention.—The Yorkshire Observer states 
that the annual convention of the Incorporated Municipal Elec- 
trical Association is to be held in Bradford in June next, and a 
special Sub-Committee of the Bradford Electricity Committee has 
been appointed to make all the necessary local arrangements. 


Memorial Tablet at Stuart Street.—On January 11th 
the Lord Mayor of Manchester unveiled at Stuart Street generating 
station a memorial tablet, bearing the names of all employés of 
the station who volunteered for service in the war and laid down 
their lives. The names are 25 in number out of 212 who joined up 
from the works. 


Electricity to the Nescne.— At Newcastle-under-Lyme 
the annual New Year's Fair was held, last week, on a piece of land 
adjacent to the electricity supply station. Shortly before 1 o'clock 
on the Monday, Mr. Pat Collins's representatives came to the 
works in great distress, saying that their engine had broken down, 
and unless something could be done for them there would be no 
Fair, as the place would be in darkness after sunset. Mr. A. J. С. 
de Renzi, the borough electrical engineer, immediately got to work, 
and had a pair of leads run from the switchboard of the scenic 
railway to a small motor-generator which was used in the ordinary 
way as a milking booster. By 5 p.m. everthing was connected up, 
and a supply of 150 amperes was given, enabling the whole of the 
shows to run with the usual blaze of light which is such a promi- 
nent feature of festivities of this kind. Quick work | 

It is interesting to note that the motor-generator referred to 
above was installed chiefly for the purpose of charging battery 
vehicles. The town being situated on the main road between 
London, Birmingham, Manchester, and the North, there is an 
enormous amount of motor traffic passing through daily, and the 
electricity department has already given a charge to a number 
of electric vehicles going through from Birmingham to places in the 
North. A vehicle can be put on charge within five minutes from 
the time it enters the works. When such charging facilities are 
provided everywhere, the one obstacle tothe use of " electrica " for 
long-distance runs will be removed. 


A Red Rag to John Ball.—Since our leading article on 
page 65 of this issue was written, Mr. Edward Price Bell, of the Chirage 
Daily News London Bureau, has expressed in a letter to The Ti mes 
some most admirable sentiments on the task of educating mankind 
internationally. Under the title Light and Leading," he sava that 
practically everybody everywhere is occupied with the all but over- 
whelming problem of giving the world "a happy peace—the only 
kind of peace that can last." While we cannot hold Mr. Bell 
answerable for all the utterances of men like Mr. Montague, it ia 
not inconceivable that he might be able to use his newspaper 
influence to prevent indiscretions which cannot make for happy ~ 
international peace and harmony in respect of trade. Perhaps he 
will be expressing his views on the application of his most noble 
sentiments in eonnection with international trading relationa. 


Signal Experimental Ship.—The steam and electrical 
trials of the cruiser Antrim are to be carried out from the 12th to 
17th inst. On February 18th the vessel will commission as an 
independent command, with a special complement drawn froma 
Portsmouth, for service as signal and wireless experimental ship wat 
Portamouth,— Morning Post, 
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INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Salford Technical and Engineering Assoclatlon.— The first 
meeting on the new syllabus wil be held on January 17th, when 
the Presidential address will be given, after which the meeting 
will resolve into a musical social evening. On March 13th, Mr. 
D. H. Ogley will read a paper on Works Lighting," and the 
Barton Electric Power Station will form the subject of a paper 
by Mr. 8. L. Pearce on September llth. A reunion of members 
will be held on November 13th to celebrate the home-coming of the 
boys: the annual general meeting will be held on December 4t h 
and the annual social on December 27th. 


Institute of Metals.—The programme of meetings shows how 
the Birmingham, Sheffield and Scottish local sections of the 
Institute are developing ; the membership of the Institution is 
now over 1,200. The annual general meeting will be held on 
March 11th and 12th, the annual dinner is also to be held on the 
latter day. 

Institutiou of Electrical Engineers.—The first meeting of the 
Liverpool sub-centre will be held on January 19th at the 
University, Liverpool ; Mr. Roger T. Smith (president), Mr. C. H. 
Wordingham, C.B E. (past president), and Mr. J. A. Robertson 
(chairman N.-W. Centre), will address the meeting. Prof. E. W. 
Marchant, D.Sc. (chairman, Liverpool sub-centre), will deliver the 
chairman's address, and there will be demonstrations in wireless 
telephony and telegraphy. Mr. O. Н. Wordingham will lecture on 
" The Application of Electric Power on Board Ship," at 5.30 p.m. 
This meeting is called to inaugurate the new Liverpool sub-centre, 
and it is hoped that there will be a good attendance from all parts. 


Barrow and District Association of Engineers. — Mr. H. 
Thackeray, A.M.LO.E., read a paper on Fuel Economy and the 
Use of the Large Gas Engine," before a meeting of the Association 
on January 9th. The subjects were exhaustively dealt with by the 
speaker, who emphasised the need for large ironworks to utilise 
or recover all the by-products from their blast furnaces. He 
reminded his audience that Middlesbrough was supplied with gas 
from the coke ovens of local ironworks. Referring to the subject 
of gas engines, Mr. Thackeray gave particulars of an 1,800-B.H.P. 
horizontal tandem engine at present under construction at the 
works of Messrs. Vickers, Ltd. This engine is of the four-cycle, 
double-acting type, with 43-in. diameter cylinders, and a stroke of 
411 in. At normal load the I.H.P. is 1,970, with a mean pressure 
of 60 lb. per sq. in. and a speed of 100 в.р.м. It is designed for 
driving either a D.C. generator of 1,150-Kw. capacity (230 volts, 
5,000 amperes), or an A.C. 1,200-kw. generator. Alternatively it 
may be coupled to a reciprocating blower with a capacity of 
27.000 cb. ft. of air per minute, 


Birmingham aud District Electric Club.—At a meeting held 
on January 10th, Mr. Wolton, A. M. I. E. E., A.M.I.M.E., the new 
president, delivered his inaugural address. The speaker, com- 
menting upon present industrial unrest, said that the stabilising 
forces present during the war were still needed during the period 
of reconstruction. He thought that the Electricity (Supply) Act 
carried with it enormous possibilities in the direction of cheap 
power supply. In conclusion, Mr. Wolton suggested the formation 
of an Engineers’ Club to provide a meeting place for engineers of 
al branches. 

Mr. R. A. Chattock, propoeing & vote of thanks to the speaker, 
sxid that his experience led him to hope that Industrial Councils 
would be instrumental in solving labour troubles. Referring to the 
Electricity Act, the speaker said that reorganisation had already 
commenced, and in ashort time the progress would be plainly seen. 


Institution of Civil Engineers.—The Council has arranged for 
the delivery to students of the Institution in London and at some 
of the Local Associations of two Vernon-Harcourt lectures, by Mr. 
R. B. Dan woody. Assoc. M Inst. C. E., on The Economic Require- 
ments for Inland Navigation Transport in the British Isles.“ The 
lectures will be delivered to-London students at the Institution on 
January 16th and 30th, at 6 p.m. 


Faraday Society.—At the annual general meeting, om Dec. 15th, 
1919. the following officers and Members of Counail were elected 
to serve for the ensuing year :— | 

President.—Sir Robert Hadfield, Bart., F.R.S. 

Vice-Presidents.—W. R. Cooper, Prof. F. G. Donnan, F. R. S., 
E. Hatechek, Prof. A. W. Porter, F. R. S., E. W. Rayner. 

Treasurer. Robert L. Mond, F. R. S. E. 

Council. — Dr. J. Allmand, Dr. H. Borns, Prof. C. H. Desch, Dr. 
J. A. Harker, O. B. E., F. R. S., Cosmo Johns, Harold Moore, Prof. 
J. R. Partington, Dr. W. Rosenhain, F. R. S., Sir T. Kirke Rose, 
Dr. George Senter. 

On March Ist. 1920, the Society will hold a joint meeting with 
the London Section of the Society of Chemical Industry to receive 
and discuas a report by Dr. T. Martin Lowry. F. R. S., and Mr. 
E. C. Hemmings on The Setting of Salts and other Orystalline 
sabatances.”’ 

On March 23rd, 1920, the Society will hold a general discussion 
on" Basic Slag from the Metallurgical and Agricultural Stand- 
pointa. ` | 

Wireless Society of London.—The next general meeting will be 
held on January 29th, at 6 p.m., at the Institution of Civil 
Engineers. when a lecture, illustrated by experiments and lantern 
elides, will be given by Mr. R. C. Clinker, entitled A Portable 
Waive Set and Some Properties of C.W. Circuits.” 

A nomber of provincial Wireless Clubs and Societies have 
signified their desire to become affiliated to the Society. 


` South African Institute of Electrical Engineers.—A special 


general meeting of the South African Institute was held at 
Johannesburg on November 20th, 1919, for the purpose of con- 
sidering and, if approved, adopting with or without further 
amendments, certain amendments and alterations to the oonstitu- 
tion and rules proposed by the council. Mr. A. E. du Pasquier 
(president) was in the chair. The first amendment was to Rule II, 
which originally read that it was necessary for a new member to 
be proposed by a member, seconded by another member, and to be 
supported by at least two other members, all from personal know- 
ledge. Candidates wishing to join the Institute who went straight 
out from home, and who did not know members out there who had 
known them in their home capacity, were handicapped by this 
rule. It was agreed that the rule be altered so as to provide for 
such a candidate being proposed and seconded by members from 
personal knowledge, and the other support to be from information 
supplied. The next proposal was to amend Rule 20, with the 
object of increasing the subscription rates of country members, 
associates, and technical associates, but not of students. The 
council felt that country membership terms were too low, namely, 
£l 118. 6d. and £1 18. for a member and associate member 
respectively. After some opposition on the score that country 
members should not be taxed, the proposal was carried. 


Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland.—At a general meeting 
of the Institution, at Dublin last week, Mr. L. J. Kettle said there 
was coal underneath 1,800,000 acres of Ireland— nearly one-tenth 
of the surface of the whole oountry. The finest samples of 
anthracite ooal he had seen were from the County Tipperary. 
Although anthracite coal was valuable, their consuming apparatus 
in Ireland had been designed for bituminous coal, for the bulk of 
British coal was bituminous. The exploitation of Irish coal had 
been handicapped by the absence of a proper mining survey ; the 
railways of the country had apparently been built with the idea of 
avoiding the coalfields. | 

Mr. Marshall Harriss, manager of the Dublin Electric Tramways 
Co., agreed as to the usefulness of Irish anthracite coal. With 
proper appliances and furnaces, they could burn it and raise steam 
efficiently. Some of the owners feared that if they attempted to 
exploit the mineral, the Government would intervene. 

Mr. S. J. Horne testified to the excellent results obtained from 
Irish anthracite coal in connection with suction gas producers. 

Mr. J. J. Parkinson, proprietor of the Castlecomar, Co. Kilkenny, 
collieries, said that one of the great uses of Irish anthracite 


in the future would be in the form of powdered coal. 

Association of Engineering and Shipbuliding Draughtsmen.— 
Lectures will be given at Birkenhead on January 21st; Man- 
chester, on January 22nd ; and Chesterfield, on January 28rd. 


f 


“м, 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


THERE was a long debate at Blackburn Town Council, 
on January 8th, on a resolution to increase the salary 
of the electrical engineer (Mr. P. P. WHEELWRIOHT) from 
£500 to £1,000 a year. It was pointed out that the town 
had saved £15,000 by Mr. Wheelwright undertaking the per- 
sonal oversight of the new super-power station at Whitebirk 
at a cost of over 00, 000, and that having regard to the 
importance of his position the proposed increase was little 
enough. The Labour element opposed ou, the ground' that 
Mr. Wheelwright was reoeiving far Inore than engineers in 
charge of larger works in the county, notably Stockport, Bury, 
and Oldhmn. It'was ulso-urged that thd Blaekbürn: works 
did not show the same favourable percentage as other works. 
Eventually the resolution was carried, and a motion that 
a further proportion of the munition profits at the electricity 
Pos should be allocated to. Mr. Wheelwright was with- 

rawn. | О 

Captain H. Nimmo, R. E. (T.), recently gave up his appoint- 
Inent as district education officer for the Woolwich district 
hospitals, and he left Liverpool by the s.s. Derbyshire on 
January 9th for Rangoon to rejoin the Government of Burma 
P.W.D. At the outbreak of war he was officiating electrical 
inspector to the Government of Burma, and came home at 
the end of 1915 to join the Forces. He was in the London 
Electrical Engineers R. E. (T.), until February, 1919, when 
he took up educational work. ANE JE 

Mr. С. T. Азтвинү, burgh electrical engineer of Wishaw, 
has resigned, having accepted а post with the Cable Acces- 
sories Co., Ltd., Tividale, Tipton, as their Scottish repre- 
sentative, with offices at 35, Robertson Street. Glasgow; where 
he takes up his new duties on January 17th.. . 7 

Mr. WiLLIAM Strap, M.LM.E., M. I. E. E., has opened an 
office in Manchester at Duchy Chambers. 4, Clarence Street. 
Albert Square, froin which. he will conduct his practice of 
consulting, mechanical, and electrical engineer. Mr. Stead’s 
tent—by 463.135. Of the total units 43.5 per cent. were sold 
for private lighting; 46.5 were for power purposes; ‘other 

urposes took 6.1 per cent., and public lighting absorbed 
3.55 per cent. He told them at the last meeting that they 
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experience of power plant design and use extends over 30 


years; it has included the utilisation of waste gases from 
blast furnaces and coke ovens, &c. 

Mr. Epwin Jacos has resigned his position as managing 
director of the Tudor Accumulator Co., Ltd., as from Decem- 
ber 3lst, 1919. 'The London office will, in future, be under 
the management of Mr. A. C. Soutter, who has been in the 
service of the company for the past 22 years. The works at 
Dukinfield will continue under the management of Mr. Paul 
Pescatore, with the same staff as hitherto. 

Mr. W. A. Perry, electrical and mechanical engineer, who 
has been manager of the Amoy electric light station for the 
last five years, has returned hoine after ten years’ residence in 
the East, and is open to take up a responsible appointment. 

St. Pancras Borough Council Parliamentary and General 
Purposes Committee, after consideration, recommends that 
awards No. 84 and 101 to Government employés be applied to 
the chief electrical engineer, whose present salary and bonus 


18 9 10 The increase by award 84 would be £110, and by 


award 101 £100, making the total £1,360. 

Mr. G. F. CRAVEN, manager of the Corporation tramways 
at Reading, has resigned, and is succeeded by Mr. Calder. 
Mr. Craven has joined tre board of the local engineering firm 
of Allen & Simmonds, Ltd. 

The Batley Town Council has increased the salarv of Mr. 
S. DERWEN JONES, electrical engineer, to £400 a year, and 
that of Mr. A. RUSLING, station superintendent, to £275. 

Mr. J. WALKER, electrical engineer to Messrs. Bruntons, 
Wiremills, Musselburgh, has been appointed manager of the 
electrical department, Messrs Wood & Cairns, of Edinburgh, 
and takes up duties to-day. 

Mr. J. C. ELvy, A. M. I. E. E., M. I. E. Soc., who resigned from 
St. Pancras to join Н.М. Forces, being attached to R. A. F. 
Headquarters Technical Staff, was demobbed last August, and 
is now engaged in preparing a scheme for the electrical equip- 
ment of a large kinema studio, involving a plant of 1,000 Kw. 
capacity. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Electric Motors (South Wales), Ltd. (162,293).—Private 
company. Registered January Ist. Capital, £20,000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business indicated by the title. The first directors are: W. Н. 
Diamond, 168, Newport Road, Cardiff, «ship repairer (chairman); M. Wide- 
man, Trewinard, 48, Victoria Road, Penarth, shipowner; T. Diamond, 5, 
Palace Road, Llandaff, coal merchant; E. C. R. Mackadam, 3, Plasturton 
Place, Cardiff, coal merchant. Qualification, £500. Registered office: 1, 


Wood Street, Cardiff. 

Electric Repairs, Ltd. (162.566).— Private companv. 
Registered January 8th. Capital. 21,000 in £1 shares. То carry on the 
business indicated by the title. The first directors are: W. Boffey, 189, Coven- 
trv Road, S. Yardley, Birmingham; W. H. Scott, 11, Bilston Road, Wolver- 
hampton, B. F. Waiter, 4. Evelyn Villas, Brook Lane, Codsall; T. Withers, 
jun., Hill Top, West Bromwich. Registered office: Old Bilston Rosd, Wednes- 


ury. 


Pourlock Co., Ltd. (162,547).—Private company. Regis- 
tered January ‘th. Capital, £50,000 in 21 shares. To take over the British 
and certain foreign patent rights relating to an invention for differential 
earring, to adopt an agreement with R. A. Rothermel and C. A. Vandervell, 
and to carry on the business of manufacturers and repairers of and dealers 
in gearings, machinery, automobiles, motor cycles, &c. The subscribers (each 
with one share) are: T. G. Conyer, 49, Pemberton Road, Harringay, N., 
clerk; J. P. England, 97, Strathyre Avenue, Norburv, S.W.16, cashier. R. A 
Rothermel is the first director. Solicitor: W. C. Rundle, 20, Eastcheap, E.C 
Registered office: 24-6, Maddox Street, W. I. 


Huffam & Son, Ltd. (162,448), —Private company. Regis- 
tered January th, Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in internal-combustion engines, 
steam, electrical and other motors, dynamos, motor and other cycles, &c. The 
ermanent directors are: W. S. Huffam, 62, Mount Pleasant, Norwich; V. 
Huffam, Surlingham, Norfolk. Registered office: 39, Exchange Street, Nor- 
wich. 


б. P. Dennis, Ltd. (162,532). —Private company. Regis- 
tered January 7th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of manufacturers of and dealers in electrical, mechanical and general engi- 
neering supplies, &c. Тһе subscribers (each with one share) are: G. P. 
Dennis, 6, Normanston Road, Birkenhead, electrical engineer; Mrs. I.. Dennis, 
6, Normanston Road, Birkenhead. The first directors are: G. P. Dennis 
(governing director) and Mrs. L. Dennis. Registered office: 66, South John 
Street, Liverpool. 


Electro-Dynamic Construction Co., Ltd. (162.481).—Pri- 
vate company. Registered January 6th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares, To 
acquire the business carried on bv N. Pensabene, and to carry on the business 
of electrical engineers, workers in metals, contractors for the supply of elec- 
trical plant, producers and distributors of electrical energy, &c. The first 
directors are: N. Pensabene, 4, New Cross Road, S.E. (permanent managing 
director), and E. J. Timberlake, 4, New Cross Road, S.E. Registered office: 
4, New Cross Road, S.E. 


Ebonestos Insulators, Ltd. (162,480).—Private companv. 
Registered January 6th. Capital, £100,000 in £1 shares. To take over the 
business of makers of moulded Ebonestos " insulators, turners and workers 
in hard woods, ebonite and fibre, &c., carried on at 127, Pomeroy Street, 
New Cross, S. E., and elsewhere, as the Ebonestos Manufacturing Co.,“ and 
to enter into an agreement with J. В. Alexander and B. Weaver. The first 
directors are: J. B. Alexander, 62, Water Lane, Brixton. S.W.2, engineer: 
В. Weaver, 7, Glensdale Road, Brocklev, ©.Е 4, manufacturer. Registered 
office: 197, Pomerov Street, New Cross, S.E.14. 


Steel Wire Co., Ltd. (162,390). —Private companv. Re- 
gistered January Ist. Capital, £700,000 in £1 shares. To carrv on the busi- 
ness of wire drawers and bar drawers of steel, iron, copper and other metals, 
compounds, alloys or substances, manufacturers and owners of aerial and 
other ropewavs, cableways and tramwavs, &c. The first directors. are: E. 
Smith, The Coppice, Barrington Road, Torquay: A. Smith, 113, Westbourne 
Terrace, W.; Harry Smith, Manor Heath, East Morton, Binglev; Herbert 
Smith, Gamstone House, Gamstone, Retford: F. Smith, Pollard Hall, 
Gomersal: E. Smith, jun., White House, Newark. (All directors of Don- 
caster Wire Co., Ltd., Ordeal Wire Co., Ltd.. and E. & A. Smith Co., Ltd.) 
Solicitors: Chadwick, Son & Nicholson, Church Street, Dewsbury. 


. 
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Engineering Agency, Ltd. (162,294).—Private company. 
Registered January 1st. Capital, 21,000 in £1 shares. To carry on 
business of an employment agency for the engineering and allied trades, 
&c. The first directors аге: Т. В. Bower, 7, Oakhill Road, Surbiton, con- 
sulting engineer; С. W. Chater, 9, Norwich Avenue, Bournemouth, consult- 
ing engineer; Florence М. Milliken, 124, Fordwych Road, West Hampstead, 
N.W.2. Qualification, 2100. Secretary: Florence M. Milliken. Registered 
office: 68, Victoria Street, S. W. I. 


Mica and Asbestos Insulating Co., Ltd. (162, 495).— Pri- 
vate company. Registered January 6th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To 
carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in mica, asbestos, 
carta, insulating cloth, enamelled wire, &c. The subscribers (each with one 
share) are: Thekla Muller, 35, Fitzrov Square, W., commercial manager; 
Horace Barrett, 2-3, West Steet, Finsbury Circus, E.C., solicitor; J. Fogg, 
69, Knatchbull Road, Camberwell, S. E., clerk. Table “ A“ mainly applies. 
Solicitors: Goldberg & Barrett, 2-3, West Street, Finsbury Circus, E.C. 


Holders, Ltd. (10,863).—Private company. Registered 
December 30th. Capital, £10,000 in 21 shares. To carry on the business of 
electrical, mechanical and general engineers, contractors, manufacturers and 
agents. The subscribers (each with one share) are: L. R. Morshead, 17 
Victoria Street, London, S. W. I. engineer; R. Steel, 8, Gladstone Place, Leith 
engineer. The first directors not named. Qualification, £250. Secretary: R 
Mitchell. Registered office: 87, Hanover Street, Edinburgh. 


Mountain Railways, Ltd. (162, 384).— Private company. 
Registered January 2nd. Capital, £19,000 in £1 shares (6,000 preference). To 
obtain from the French and Italian Governments concessions for the construc- 
tion and working of a railway from Briancon, in the Hautes Alpes Depurt- 
ment of France, to Oulx, in Piedmont, in Italy, across the Mont Genevre 
Pass of the Alps, and to adopt an agreement with G. N. Fell. The sub- 
scribers (each with one share) are: W. Brown, 40, Woodgrange Avenue, N.12, 
engineer; W. R. Makepeace, 22-3, Laurence Pountney Lane, E.C.4, iron, 
steel, and engineering exporter. The subscribers are to “ро! the first 
directors. Solicitors: Wilkinson, Raikes & Son, 34, Nicholas Lane, E.C. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF BLECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Dartmoor Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Issue registered De- 
cember 5, 1919, of £2,350 debentures, part of a series of £5,000 already regis 
tered, 


Tyne Electric Steel Foundries, Ltd.—Particulars filed 
November 25th, 1919, of £15,000 debentures, charged on the company's under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital, amount 
of present issue being £4,400. 


W. A. & R. J. Jacobs, Ltd.—Debenture for £10,000 regis- 
tered November 22nd, 1919, charged on land at Edgware Road and land and 
buildings at Hendon and the company's undertaking and property, present 
and future, including uncalled capital. Holders: L.C.W. and Parr's Bank. 
Lid. 


CITY NOTES. 


The annual meeting was held on Friday 


Adelaide last, Mr. J. B. Braithwaite presiding. ‘The 
Electric Supply chairman said that the most important 
Co., Ltd. change in the balance sheet was caused by 


the steps which the board had thought it 
prudent to take in raising the additional capital necessary to 
establish the future of the company. During the year they 
had issued £250,000 of 5 per cent. cumulative preference 
shares of £1 each. In view of the rates which were now being 
paid on similar securities he thought they were fortunate in 
vetting those shares issued at par. They provided them with 
the capital which they estimated would be necessary for 
erecting the new power house at Port Osborne. The 5 per 
cent. debenture sinking fund stock continued to be redeemed, 
and they were ollering to exchange the stock for 5 per cent. 
War Loan. They hoped that would enable them to obtain the 
amount of stock they required for the sinking fund, and 
would still further reduce the amount outstanding. The 
dividend equalisation account stood at £25,000, the same as 
for some years past, and was a sort of guarantee that the 
dividend was likely to be maintained at the figure at which 
it had stood for some vears. The results of the past vear 
had been disastrously interfered with by the prolonged strike 
in Australia, which only just ended about the close of 
their financial vear. The strike cost the company very con- 
siderable sums directly and indirectly. They lost 2$ millions 
of units in output. and in the net result, the profit instead 
of being, as they had every reason to expect it would have 
been from the results of the first seven or eight months of 
the vear absolutelv a record for the undertaking, was nothing 
very striking. As it was, the revenue had increased by £18,993 
which in the circumstances was very satisfactory. The in- 
crease in consumers connected was very satisfactory, but it 
would have been larger but for the seamen’s strike, which 
delaved the shipment of poles, so that they were unable to 
make the necessary connections. Tt was a very satisfactory 
thing that the expenditure thev had made in the past on 
extending their mains into districts where they were likely 
to get new consumers, was now bearing fruit, ак was evidenced 
bv the fact that of the new consumers connected last wear 
no less than 832 were made with no extensions of the mains 
at all: it was a thickening up of the mains they had already 
laid. In spite of the strike, not onlv did the gross revenue 


increase а little, but the units sold increased to a small ex- 
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had established a night tariff with a view to inducing people 
to take current during the night, when the load wae not 
wanted for other purposes. The number of consumers who had 
availed themselves of that night supply had increased from 
65 to 95, and thev were still continuing to receive inquiries. 
With regard to the new power house at Port Osborne, a lease 
had been secured on satisfactory terms, and they were now 
actively engaged in the laying out of the station. In view of 
the labour troubles he did not like to say when they hoped 
to have the power house running, but the board would press 
on with the matter with the utmost possible speed, so that 
they might reap the advantages they expected at the earliest 
possible date. The record of the company’s employés in 
regard to the war was: 91 enlisted, of whom seven were 
killed, and 34 had already returned to the company’s employ. 
They continued to give preference in employment to returning 
soldiers, whether they were previously in their employ cr 
not, and out of a total establishment of 323 male and female 
emplovés, 62, or 19.2 per cent., were returned soldiers. 
Mr. R. Percy Sellon seconded the motion. 


The E. H. Geist Elektrizitats A.G.. of 

German Cologne-Zollatock, which was compelled to 

Companies. go into liquidation several years ago in 

consequence of the competition of the big 

firms even for comparatively small contracts. has now held 
ite final meeting, and will be removed from the register. 

The report of the Norddeutsche Kabelwerke A.G., of Berlin- 
Neukoln, states that it was impossible for sale prices to keep 
pace with the growth in the working expenses in 1918-19. 
After placing 15,000 marks to depreciation, as compared with 
360.000 marks in the previous year, the accounts indicate net 
profits of 400,000 marks, as against 378,000 marks, permitting 
of the payment of a dividend of 14 per cent.. as contrasted 
with 15 per cent. in 1917-18. The share capital is now to ‘be 
increased from 3,000,000 to 5.500.000 marks. А ‚ 

The A.G. fur Elektrizitats Anlagen, of Berlin, which is 
chiefly an investment company, states in the report for 1918-19 
that two of the company’s works are situated in Poland, one 
in the free State of Dantsic.-and one in the occupied district 
of the Saar. The future of these works was uncertain, and 
the liquidation of the interests held in the Imatra Co.. of 
Brussels, and the Moscow Electric Power Transmission ‘Co., 
of Petrograd. could also not be foreseen. The net profits 
amount to 533,000 marks, as against 630,000 marks in 1917-18, 
and the dividend is at the rate of 5 per cent., this contrasting 
with 6 per cent. in the preceding year. 

The directors of the Rheinische Elektrizitata A.G., of Mann- 
heim, which owns and contracts for the erection of supply 
works and installations, state in their report for 1918-19 that 
the company had been compelled to purchase large stocks of 
raw materials owing to the great activity in new construction 
and installation work, the high prices paid absorbing э con- 
siderable sum. It was therefore proposed to issue 43 per 
cent. debentures for 5,000,000 marks, and to increase the share 
capital from 11,000,000 to 16,000,000 marks. The accounts 
show net profits of 1,000.000 marks, as against 1, 001.000 marks 
in 1917-18, and the ene is 7 per cent. and 5 per cent. 
in the two years respectively. 

The report of the Siemens-Schuckert Werke, of Berlin, for 
1913-19 states that the company was confronted with difficult 
problems owing to the oppressive burdens of the Treaty of 
Peace and the taxation policy of the Empire." The great 
requirements of the world could afford the company an 
abundance of work; it must be remuneratively fashioned in 
the interest of German industry. The unfavourable situation 
of German currency should not lead to the dumping of 
national manufactures. A recovery of the national economy 
could only be brought about by a material increase in the 
production, which was not attainable with the present average 
output per workman, and by the greatest economy at home 
and an expert financial policy. Including the balance brought 
lorward the gross profits are returned at 28.488,000 marks, 
as compared with 26,940.000 marks in 1917-18. and the net 
profits at 15,993,000 marks and 15,837,000 marks in the two 


vears respectively. The dividend is at the rate of 10 per 


cent., being the same as in 1917-18. 


Anglo-American Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Dalance dividends 
of 24105. per cent. ee dar consolidated and preferred 
stocks, and a first and final dividend of £1 10s. per cent. upon 
the deferred stock, less tax. in each case, making, with divi- 
dends already paid, £3 15s. per cent. upon ordinarv con- 
solidated stock, £6 per cent. on preferred stock, and £1 10s. 
per cent. on deferred stock for 1919. 


Dublin United Tramways Co. (1896), Ltd.—After paving 
7 per cent. final on the ordinary shares, making 6 per cent., 
plus a bonus of 18. 6d., tax free, for the year, £17,080 is carried 
forward. To track renewals £30,000 is put; £27.000 to car 
renewala: £12.821 to general reserve; and £4,000 to deprecia- 
tion of investments. 


Kaministiquia Power Co.—Dividend on the common stock 
for the quarter ending January 315 at the rate of 8 per 
cent. per annum. 


Mentreal Light, Heat & Power Consolidated Co.—Quar- 
terly dividend of 1 per cent., less tax. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


WHILE in some departments of the Stock Exchange business 
has quieted down to a slight extent, on the whole there is 
still a lot of trade doing. The disappointment felt at the 
failure of negotiations in the moulders’ strike hae not sufficed 
to hold back prices of iron, steel and engineering shares, but 
the ibility of imminent railway trouble makes itself felt 
in the Home Railway market, where prices have yielded 
ground again. Speculative investinent continues active. The 
view 18 generally expressed round the Stock Exchange, how- 
ever, that if the railwuymen should strike, and particularly 
if they do so without warning, the effect upon markets would 
be much the same as it was last autumn, when for a few 
days a sort of semi-paralysis settled over enterprise, forcing 
down ае Mars of speculative issues, while at the same time 
it produ a demand for the more sober stocks. The anomaly 
in the coal trade, whereby manufacturing concerns, having to 
pay more for their coal than the ordinary householder, are 
enabled to obtain supplies fairly freely, removes the appre- 
hension of acute coal shortage from the industrial depart- 
ments, and the electricity supply section, amongst others, has 
hardened up. | 

Statements which were current to the effect that the 
General Electric Co. and Edison Swan were going to amal- 
gamate have been promptly denied, and the course of Edisons 
has been rather curious. The shares, after being 27s., fell to 
248. 9d., from which latter figure there was a brisk recovery to 
26s. 3d., and the market looks a good one, with several sub- 
stantial buyers about. Expectation is kept alive by mysterious 
hints as to developments which are likely to occur, and it is 
said that next week should bring definite news. In the mean- 
time, it would appear to be advisable for proprietors to keep 
their shares. 

Another rumour which was current some time ago, and 
which was contradicted at the time, seems likely to prove 
material after all. As we mentioned here, the Anglo- 
Argentine Tramways Co. was expected to pay off the arrears 
of interest which have accumulated on the first and second 
preference. Like the report of Mark Twain's death, this 
turned out to be premature. News, however, has come in 
this week that the municipality of Buenos Aires has sanc- 
tioned the ordinance approving a 12-cent fare. This is exactly 
what the company had been hoping, and should make such a 
difference to the receipts of the undertaking as mav easily 
enable the arrears of dividends to be paid. Prices of the com- 
pany's issues are therefore harder. The last time that the 
first preference received a dividend was in June, 1917, while 
the second preference have gone without anything since Janu- 
ary, 1916, so that there is 2} years, equivalent to 13s. 9d., less 
tax, due on the former class and £1 3s. on the second. It 
looks, moreover, as though the company were likely to regain 
lis earning capacity, and the announcement is verv gratifying 
to those who have maintained their faith in the concern 
during the war period. 

Underground Electric income bonds have dropped back 51 
to 84. The ordinary shares shed 4 to 2%. and the A " went 
back to 7s. 6d., while Districts and Metropolitans are both 
lower at 21 and 25 respectively. Congestion on the lines 
meanwhile becomes, if possible, more acute. Between the 
company's intention to raise fares and the furious protesta 
which have arisen against such a step on the part of the 
uncomfortably-carried travellers, the investor has little induce- 
ment for buying Undergrounds, and the present holder is 
somewhat in despair at the whole position. Nevertheless, the 
income bonds may be cautiously recommended ae worth 
mixing with other investments owing to the return which 
they offer, the fact that the dividend is paid free of tax and 
also that the coupons can be cashed in New York at the 
fixed rate of 4.86 dollars to the E. As soon as the present 
tyrannv of uneertainty is over-passed, the price might easilv 
go to the neighbourhood of 90, though it has to be remem- 
bered that more capital is likelv to be wanted before long, and 
о алув of this sort may rank in front of these income 

onds. 

The feature amongst electricity supplv shares is the strength 
of Citva, a rise of £l carrying the price to 13. This is fullv 
30s. higher than it was at the time when attention was first 
drawn here to the likelihood of the company increasing its 
dividend in respect of the last six months. Metropolitana are 
4 up at 34. It is reported in the market that there is rather 
more inquiry for shares in this group. although it must be 
admitted that popular attention is still meagre. General 
Flectrics are better at 41«. British Insulated at 9 1-16 are 
the fraction to the good. India-Rubber shares fell awav 
abruptly to 16, which is ex the dividend. Siemens lost le. of 
their previous half-a-crown rise. Castner-Kellners have fur- 
ther added 8s. 9d. to their price on the proposed arrange- 
ment with Brunner Monds. whereby the latter companv offers 
two of its own shares to every one of Castner-Kellner. 
Brunner Monds stand about 41s. 3d. Several other possible 
amalgamations are talked of in this department, and all the 
tendencv nowadavs is in the direction of bie combinations. 
Tn which connection it may be incidentally observed that a 
broker asking the price of some unfamiliar share the other 
day was told that it was not known in the market, the com- 
pany being “n small affair, with a capital of only a quarter- 
of-million sterling.” 
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The cable. market is uninteresting. Anglo-American 
deferred rose } on the declaration of the dividend, which is 
30s. for the year. United River Plate Telephones have re- 
covered to 71. Marconis аге a better market at 4 5-16. Gossip 
once more plays with a report, said to emanate from the 
other eide of the Atlantic, that there may be coming fusions 
in this group before very long. Possibly this accounts for the 
recent buying of Canadian Marconis, which has stiffened the 
price to 14s. 3d. American Marconis remain a quiet market 
at 33s. Callenders at 8 have started to recover after their 
recent heaviness, and the preference ate better at 41. Auto- 
matic Telephones have risen to 358. : 

Mexicans have gone ahead in fine 15. Practically every- 
thing connected with the country advanced by leaps and 
bounds. The advent of a Commissioner to this country from 
Mexico is held ав a precursor to the ardently-desired settle- 
ment which has been tantalisingly within reach for the last 
year or two. Carranza is declared to be heartily sick of chaos, 
and to be anxious to consummate a loan with the United 
States that shall re-establish his distressful country. Conse- 


quently, rises ranging from 2 to 10 points have occurred in. 


various issues of the Mexican government, railway and utility 
compenies. There has not been much actual business, quota- 
tions being marked up largely as a matter of sentiment. This 
accounte for the lack of discrimination which has occurred in 
adding points to prices, various anomalies being noticeable in 
the way in which common and preferred shares have been 
lifted to nearly the same levels as the bonds. Best prices 
were not maintained, but any confirmation of the more favour- 
able atmosphere (which is all it can be called at present) would 
probably advance prices still further. In Engineering shares, 
Babcock & Wilcox are 1 harder. Rubber shares keep toler- 
ably active, although a setback in the price of the raw ma- 
terial laid à check upon the е previous optimism. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 
Номи Exzoraicrry CoMPANUINS. 


Dividend Price 


— — Jan. 13, Yield 
1917. 1918, 1990. Rise or fall. p. o. 
el beg e, 10 8 5i — £6 16 9 
MON x Pret. . а 4 2 = 888 
eC ee 2 = i 8 8 
. ee 6 8 ala — b 14 3 
Oley of of London. 8. 8 18 +4 6 8 1 
County of pottea ЗЯ 1 1 — 1.9 4 
e do.6 per seni. Pref, А | A — 6 n 3 
London Electric... NO Nil 1 = 
do. do. 6 percent. `Рге!.. 6 6 3 — 8 17 10 
nu ear ent. Pref a a ха = 7 16 8 
т cent. è . x — 
81. James’ and 9 10 6 == 8 6 8 
South London И: 5 24 — тзв 
Bouth Metropolitan Pref. . ue 1. 11 1 — 700 
Westminster Ordinary... , .9 8 6 == 113 6 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, і 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. 6 6 == 612 8 
с рег là 88/8 32 + ё 6 14 1 
Chile Teleph PE se „ B 8 — 6 5 6 
Cuba Bub. is = 1 1 I — *6 18 4 
Eastern Extension . «x EN 8 8 46 — *5 0 0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. xx = 8 8 101 == 4 15 7 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. à 1 8 1 — +4 19 8 
do. do. Pref. .. - 6 6 9 — 6 81 
Great Northern Tel. za 99 2 — 9 77 2 
Indo - HBuropean А 13 18 — 6 18 4 
Marconi 90 © 4r. + f 516 8 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. 15 10 2 — + 414 1 
United R. Plate Tel. ; 8 8 1 + 16 *6 8 8 
West India and Panama . 1/8 1/8 116 — jk Nil 
Western Telegraph.. 8 8 17 — *4 14 9 
Номи Rattus, 
Central London Ord. зверне. 4 4 583 — 6 16 9 
Metropolitan be А 1 1 95 — 1 5 0 0 
do. District "e Nil Nil 21 — 4 Nil 
nderground Electric Ordinary. Nil Nil 24 — Ф Nil 
do. do. “A” .. Nil Nil 776 — 4d Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 5 84 —3h *5 19 3 
ForeiGn Trams, &oc. 
Adelaide аго, 6 per cent, Pref, 6 6 8i — 7 14 10 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. 59 Nil 4 + — 
do. do. 2nd Pref. — — 3} + i — 
do. do. 5 Deb. b 5 614 48 715 0 
Brazil Tractions . “+ — — 60 —1 — 
Bombay Electric Pref. 6 6 1 — 49 0 
British Columbia Elec. Riy. Pice. 5 5 62 — 8 0 0 
do. do. Preferrred Nil 23 56 — 48 9 
do. do. Deferred Ni Nil 52 — Nil 
do. do. Deb. ay 4i 63 + 615 0 
Mexico Trams5 percent. Bonds.. Ni Nil 46 ul Nil 
do. 6 рег cent. Bonds. Nil Nil +74 Nil 
Mexican Light Common ..  .. Nil Nil 2i +5 Nil 
do. Pref. .. Nil Nil 35 +5 Nil 
do. 1st Bonds . .. Ni Nil 58 +44 — 
e ComMPANIER, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. s ee 15 15 8j + ё *49 0 
British Aluminium Ord, .. T 10 10 12; — 5 12 8 
British Insulated Or. ‚ B 123 k + 1, 6 1 6 
Callenders  .. x ss 25 25 +È 750 
64 Pref. ee ee 5 64 13 = 7 2 1 
Castner Kellner Ee 2% 85 25 20 ЗА + 17. 3 15 7 
Crompton Ord. i He xs 7 10 21/6 — 9 6 0 
Edison-Swan, A СА se — 10 12, + ё 712 4 
do. do. брег cent. Deb. T 4 5 79 — 6 59 
Electric Construction А И 10 10 1; — 982 
Gen. Elec. Pref. % s% ws 6 64 19/6xd — 612 6 
do. UE ia ns is 10 10 41/- +1/- *417 7 
Henley .. т Sie es 25 95 2 — 511 1 
do. 4 Pre. 43 4 кз 6 4 2 
India- Rubber. Xs as ue 10 10 16 —1i *à 5 0 
Met.- Vickers Pref, a on ‘a — — 21^ = 514 0 
Siemens Ord... ee ee = 10 28/6 —1/- *7 0 4 
Telegraph Con. e ae 20 20 264 = 410 6 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax, 


- 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances, 


Tuesday, January 13th. 


CHEMICALS, &c. ae элшпе 
a Acid, Oxalic .. per lb. | 1/Б 
a ^uimoniac Sal per ton £95 : 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large ernie) $i £75 
a Bisulphide of Carbon a "n "n ; a 
а Borax See ss ee » £39 Se 
a Copper Sulphate А £44 S £8 ino. 
a Potash, Chlorate  ... d Id. 1/1 ! ves 
а - Perchlorate E 1/8 EN 
a Shellac . 808 per ewt. | £43 10/- 410 10/- in. 
а Sulphate of Magnesia .. per ton 415 | 12 i 
агар, Sublimed Flowers x " | £28 
у» Lump : s ud £25 
= a Boda, Chlorate Me per lb 6d. 
„  Orystals .. per ton 170 / | 
a а Sodium Bichromate, ‘casks . per lb. | 7 | 
METALS, &c. | 
g Babbitt’s Metal Ingots per ton | £118 to £845 
c Brass (rolled metal 2" to 12” basis) per Ib. 1/38 1d. inc. 
со» Tubes (solid drawn). „ 1700171 | }d. to 1d. inc. 
„ Wire, basis m - 1/4 1d, in. 
i Copper Tubes (solid drawn) " 1/9 | 114. in. 
g ». Bars Pe selected) per ton £167 £10 inc. 
g » Sheet. гар in ... 7 i £167 | £10 inc. 
g „ Rod „ us » 4167 410 inc. 
d " (Eleotrolytic) Bars $e T | £125 £3 dec. 
d oe » heete eee . i £156 S 7 
d s 9 Wire Rods А | #140 £8 dec. 
d v 5 H.C. Wire . per lb 1/5% ad. dec. 
f Ebonite Rod 12; „ 8/- | ae 
F Sheet sis ie n” 2/6 ves 
" German Silver Wire E. PA n 2/9 | 4d. inc. 
A Gutta-percha, fine |... ws box T 18). ` ' 2]- to 3/- inc. 
A 1ndis-rubber, Para fine  ... D 2774 | 2d. inc. 
i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) . per ton Nom. e" 
» Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. ust T £48 10/. £4 10/- inc. 
g Lead, English Pig 6 | £48 10/ £2 inc. 
: Mercury БУ г bot. 523 10/ 10/- dec. 
е Mica (in original cases) small. per lb. 6d. to 4/6 | Lua 
p LL) *» 0, n medium .. » | 5/- to 10/- | ese 
„ large „, 12/6 to 25 / & up fe Le 
p Phosphor Bronze, plain castings v 1/8 to 2/ 14d. to 2d. inc. 
7 > n » rolled bars and rods КЕ | 2/2 to 2/6 . = 
„rolled strip & sheet Jr | 278 to 2/9 ns 
4 Silicium Bronze Wire per ib 1/11 id. ino. 
y Steel, Magnet, in bars per ton ST | er 
s Tin, Block (English) X у £378 £38 ine 
„ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. perlb. | 5/- 7 6d. inc 
" White Anti. friction Metals per ton | £90 to £845 Los 
Quotations supplied by 
a G. Boor & Co. James & Shakespeare. 
& Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. Edward Till & Co. 
d Frederick Smith & Co. à Bolling & Lowe. 
e F. Wiggins & Sons. 1 Richard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd. 
f India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and a Р. Ormiston & Sons. 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


Two American Turbine Accidents.—4A 3,000-Kw. hori- 
zontal Curtis turbine, installed in the station of the Connecticut 
Light and Power Co., Waterbury, Conn., eight years ago, completely 
wrecked itself on November 18th, killing two men, injuring others, 
and doing damage to other turbines and the power-house building. 
The machine ran at 1,800 B. P. M., and had а rim speed of about 
100 ft. per second, which is much lower than velocities which are 
safely carried upon modern machines by the same builders. Some 
of the wheels were split apart, others were badly battered and 
broken at their peripheries ; the shaft was broken, and the bolts in 
the coupling were bent. The turbine end of the shaft was hurled 
upward, just clearing the adjacent turbine, but bending the lifting 
bolts in the top of its casing ; the broken shaft continued on, 
striking and bending the crane rail and landing outside the turbine- 


room. Exclusive of the generator stator and rotor, the heaviest 


piece of broken metal probably did not weigh more than 600 1b. 
Viewing the wreck and the turbine-room, it seems remarkable that 
the severe damage was confined to one machine. This turbine was 
one of six, all set transverse of the room, having two machines to 
the north and three to the south of it. 

News comes also of the failure of a 4,000-KW., six- stage, 
1,800-R.P.M. unit at the Ashley Street station of the Union Electric 
Light and Power Co., at St. Louis. This was installed in 1911, and 
was the second of the horizontal type put out. Investigations of 
both accidents are under way.— Power. 


Sparking at Brushes, — Although sparking at the 
brushes of low-speed machines may not cause serious trouble, it is 
as well to take steps to prevent it. The peripheral speed of the 
commutators is insufficient to throw off dust particles and cleaning 
at intervals is atroublesome operation. A suggestion, put forward 
by Mr. В. A. Briggs in Power, for the prevention of sparking is 
that an additional brush be mounted in a separate holder. This 
brush can be made of wood or fibre, the actual part in contact 
with the commutator consisting of two or three pieces of canvas 
cut to the necessary width. The canvas can be turned or changed 
when necessary, the frequency depending upon the nature of the 
surrounding atmosphere, 
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Тиё tenth annual exhibition ої: electrical, optical: and other 
physical apparatus held under the auspices of the PHYSICAL 
SocizrY OF LONDON and the Opricant Society at the Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, South Kensington, on 
January 7th and 8th, was looked forward to with more than 
usual interest, it being the first post-war exhibition, and 
was hoped to reveal the progress that had been made during 
the war period, by scientific’ instrument manufacturers. 
Although there .was a good deal of interest to be- seen, we 
were disappointed to find on the.oceasions of our visits that 
the attendance was very small. t m Ee riu 
The discourses by Prof. F. J. CHESHIRE, C. B. E., on Some 
Polarisation Experiments," and by Prof. A. O. RANKINE, 
D.&c., on the Use of Light in the Transmission and Repro- 
duction of Speech, were full of interest. The latter ex- 
plained that the main effect of light upon the element sele- 
nmm was- due to the red rays of the spectrum. Its suscep- 
tbilty to red: rays was illustrated by a magnified beam 
passed through red-colaured glass and thrown on à scale by 
a mirror galvanometer; the maximum effect lay somewhere 
between the orange and the red. Prof. Rankine then ex- 
plained his photophone, which consists essentially of a gramo- 
phone sóund-hox-with a delicately poised mirror in place of 
the needle. The mirror oscillates in accordance with the fluc- 
tuations of the sound, and the beam from the mirror, travel- 
ling to the receiver, conveys these oscillations with it, the 
eound being reproduced in э telephone with the aid of a 
selenium cell.. With "sunlight. there would be  práeti- 


Fid. 1.—HVERSHED HIGH-PRESSURE D.C. SET, 
- ‘WITH COVER REMOVED. га 


cally no limit to the range of transmitting speech through 
the inedium .of light other than that interposed by the curva- 
ture of the earth. With a helio mirror of 6 in. diameter, 
however, distinct hearing was possible at a distance of eight 
wiles, There was ап important. advantage in this over wire- 
less telegraphy in the fact that speech transmission between 
the transmitter and the receiver could not possibly be inter- 
cepted. The two instruments had to be in line with the beam. 
Photographs of speech. recorded by the selenium apparatus 
were shown, including the vibrations produced by articulating 
the words one and five. The open vowel sound of the 
latter was brought out conspicuously. 

One of Prof. Rankine’s conclusions is that the average 
individual makes more vibrations than his auditor requires, 
but the ear makes up for many. deficiencies. 


The collection of WAR Exuisits included a number of in- 
teresting captured German instruments relating. to artillery 
and gun sighting. German compasses were exhibited by. the 
ADMIRALTY COMPASS OBSERVATORY, Slough, while the AIR 
Ministry bad on view з collection of captured German in- 
struments, amongst which the following were noted: A type 
A.F.S. 43B. Telefunken sender; type E. Vi 89C. amplifier 
ina саве with valves, resistance tubes, voltmeter, H.T. battery 
in case, and suspension springs; a W/T type D. No. 1,115 
transmitter from a D. F. W. two-seater; a Huth short-wave 


receiver complete in case; a 270C. Telefunken generator; a 


Grass & Worff signalling lamp and Bosch landing light; an 
Accumulator-Fabrik A. G. Varta, 12-volt, 26 amp.-hour 
unspillable accumulator;. e wind-driven, 200-watt, 60-volt, 
b.c. Telefunken generator; a Sachsenwerk 250-watt, 50-volt, 
b.c. gear-driven generator; and an electrically-heated muff 
&nd boot. | 


The "SuEnisGHaM DAYLIGHT,” which we described in a 
rent issue, was experimentally demonstrated at intervals 
by Mr. L. C. Martix. This invention is a reflector for cor- 
recting artificial light, the result, it is claimed, closely ap- 
proximating daylight. An attempt is made to reduce the 
excess of rays in the red end of the spectrum present in artı- 
ficial light and thereby to emphasise the effects of the blue 
and violet rays. : | 


THE PHYSICAL SOCIETY'S EXHIBITION... Soo 


Messrs. NEWTON & Co. showed optical Janterns-and fittings 
for usé in lecture'halle, &c., including a hànd-feed arc lamp 
fer’ optical projection work, and a new half watt metal-fila- 
ment lamp with resistance for any supply: fróm 100 to 9240 
volts. Another new half-watt lamp was shown with an ac- 
cumulator and a special mirror for use in Optical lanterns. 
This lamp, being provided with a special cone form of con- 
centrated filament, is claimed to give verv good results for 
small halls where electricity supply is not available. It is 
made in two patterns for use with 6 or 19-volt batteries, con- 
suming 5 amps. in each case. 


Messrs. EvERSHED & VIGNOLES, Lrp.—Standard “* Megger ” 
and Bridge Megger resistance testing sets, the Dionic " 
water tester, portable indicating instruments, and record- 
ing instruments formed the basis of this exhibit. ‘‘ Work- 
shop ohmmeters were shown, which without the use 
of a bridge rapidly give not only insulation resistances but also 
other resistances by direct reading, and can be supplied to 
cover a range from 10 microhms to thousands of megohms. 
Án improved form of p.c. leakage indicator, which not only 
gives warning of the development of a fault but also enables 


Fic. 2.—EVERSHED LEAKAGE INDICATOR, . 


the insulation resistance of each main to be measured, was 
exhibited in operation; the chief difference from the earlier 
pattern is the use of a switch instead of pressing keya to obtain 
the successive readings. An accompanying table at once gives 
the ingulation resistance of each main from these readings. 
The most striking feature of the exhibit was a high-pressure 
D.C. motor-generating set, giving 15 milliamperes at any volt- 
age up to 5,000 volte; the set consisted of & motor driving three 
small magneto-generators, which were connected in series and 
mounted on a base-board with suitable insulators. A specially 
designed cut-out protects the machine from damage due to 
overload or a sudden short-circuit. The generators are so 
constructed thut the. pressure wave-form is practically free 
from ripples, and the current generated is suitable for. X-ray, 
cathode-ray, and résearch work generally. ac 


Messrs. ELLIOTT BROTHERS (1.охрох), Lrp., had a handsome 
show of their standard apparatus, including a laboratory -watt- 
meter with a variety of ranges, millivoltmeters, € portabie 
bridge, the Century testing set, and their tubular magneto 
and revolution indicator, which is used to indicate at & dis- 
tance the speed of the engines of aircraft. Other items were 
parts of the Elliott gvrostat, and a varietv of etched metal 
name plates, dials, &c., a branch of work in which the firm 
has attained to a high degree of accuracy and excellence of 
workmanship. j ; 


Messrs. CHANCE BROTHERS & Co., LID.— Protective glasses 
for use in connection with the arc and in the presence of ultra- 
violet rays and X-rays were a special feature of this exhibit; 
3 nickel-chromium arc was used as a source of ultra-violet rays, 
and demonstrations were given of the fluorescence of uranium 
glass and light barium fiint glass. It was shown that when 
the visible rays of the arc were completely cut off by a thick 
screen of apparently opaque black glass, the ultra-violet rays 


were transmitted almost unaffected, but in turn were stopped: 


by the interposition of a thin glass plate which was as trans- 
parent as window glass. Sir William Crookes’s spectacle 
glasses A and B,“ which are manufactured by the firm, 
were exhibited ; their opacity to ultra-violet rays depends upon 
the use of cerium and didymiuin in their composition, and they 
can be made practically as white as ordinary spectacle glasses. 
By the use of screens opaque to visible rays but transparent to 
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ultra-violet rays, with the aid of a sighting device, our mer- 


chant ships were able to keep station in convoys whilst no 
visible light was emitted to betray their positions to enemy 
submarines. 


Messrs. A. C. Cossor, LTD, exhibited а represen- 
tative collection of the latest models of X-ray tubes, 
applicators for electro-medical treatment, wireless valves, 
and other manufactures, which are of entirely British 
manufacture and of which a large number was supplied to the 
War Office. The X-ray tubes on view included the water- 


Fia. 3.—Cossor IRIDIUM-TARdET X-Ray TUBE. 


cooled and heavy-discharge radiator types of both iridium and 
tungsten target tubes, the latter target having, it is claimed, 
a very long life. Fig. 3 shows a pure iridium target tube with 
a bulb diameter of 9) cm.. Heavy-anode and special-treat- 
ment tubes were included in the exhibit, each of the latter 
being guaranteed to have, before issue, turned a Sabouraud 


Fic. 4.—1,006Е HIGH-TENSION VALVE. 


pastille, placed 7.5 cm. from the target, to the standard tint 
in 10 minutes when using one milliampere. Sir Oliver Lodge's 
high-tension valves for heavy discharges, which require prac- 
tically no regulation, were also shown. This type of valve, 
fig. 4, is noted for long life, high efficiency, and heavy current- 
carrying capacity. 

MARCONI-OSRAM VALVE Co., IL/TD.—This interesting exhibit 
was almost entirely of an historical nature, illustrating the 
evolution of the thermionic valve, from the rectifying valve of 
Dr. Fleming in 1904 to the most recent three-electrode types 
made by the company, which supplied them in large quantities 
to the Government during the war. The first valve manu- 
factured in quantity was the T. (150-900-watt trans- 
mitting), made for the Navy in May, 1917, by the Osram- 
Robertson Lamp Works; the first high-vacuum power valve 
(T.3, 350-watt transmitting) was made by the same company 
in February, 1917. During the same year several other valves 
were developed, for receiving, amplifying, rectifying and 
transmitting, and improved types followed one another in 
quick succession. Twelve of the exhibits date only from 1919, 
and amongst these are found many large valves, including a 
l-xw. rectifying valve developed in March last by the Mar- 
coni-Osram Valve Co., and a 500-watt transmitting valve 
developed in September by the Osram-Robertson Lamp Works 
"lor commercial use. With the Marconi MT.1 valve (250-watt) 
wireless telephonic communication has been accomplished 
&cross the Atlantic. During the war the products of the Osram 
works were of the utmost value to our fighting forces, and it 
would be difficult to assign a limit to the possibilities of the 
thermionic valve in its peace-time applications. 


(To be continued.) 


ELECTRICITY IN BRITISH MINES, 


THE section of the annual report of the Chief Inspector of 
Mines for 1918 dealing with labour, which has just been issued 
as & White paper* contains some interesting details regarding 
the use of electricity in mines. According to the Coal Mines 
Act & return has to be made on January 21st of each year 
of the aggregate horse-power of electric motors in use above 
and below ground at each coal mine, and the following sum- 


mary shows the position at that date in 1919 :— 


Surface. Underground. Total. 

H.P. H.P. М.Р, 

Scotland XX 143,869 184,199 
Northern ee . 112,375 114,949 227,324 
York and N. Midland .. 98,451 82,049 180,500 
Lancs., N. Wales and Ireland... 20, 989 31,109 52,098 
South Wales Е а . . 125,770 124,286 250,050 
Midland and Southern 18,860 52,330 71,190 
416,775 548,592 965,367 


Comparing these three totals with the previous year, an all- 
round increase is shown, though the percentages are not 
high, being 6.39 in the case of surface motors and 5.12 for 
underground. The percentage increase of H. p. above and 
below ground together amounting to 5.66, was-lower at Janu- 
ary, 1919, than in any year since (and including) 1912, when 
the figures were first available. This is particularly reflected 
in the small increase in the number of electrically-driven coal 
cutting machines in use. These numbered 1,797 at the end 
of 1918, an increase of only 58, or 3.3 per cent. over tbe 
previous year. The slow rate of growth in 1918 was, of 
course, primarily due to other and more urgent demands upon 
the engineering works of the country. | 

During the year 1918 there were altogether seven fatal 
accidents at mines definitely due to electricity, resulting in 
one death in each case. Only on: of these accidents took 
place above ground, and the figure for electric-shock accidents 
below ground (viz., 6) shows a disappointing increase of 
four over the preceding year. Comsideration of the details of 
each accident—which are published in the report to direct 
the attention of managers and electricians-in-charge (among 
others) to the defects of plant or organisation—shows that 
with one or two possible exceptions, all might have been 
avoided by attention to simple and well-established safeguards. 
In two cases, for example, conduits or cables were used by 
men to help themselves along on particular occasions, causing 
an undue strain which snapped the cabies, while in the case 
of the surface accident a surface boiler stoker took hold of 
a broken overhead lighting wire, consisting of one-strand 
16 S. W. G., carrying alternating current at 230 volts, which 
was In his way while moving a wagon. In another instance 
a collier, while signalling on an underground haulage road 
by means of a pull wire, was killed owing to the wire 
coming in contact with an armoured cable on which the 
insulation had become defective. ‘Three-phase alternating 
current, 400 volts, was in use. 

Turning from coal mines to inetalliferous mines, the follow- 
ing table shows the aggregate horse-power in use above and 
below ground in the latter at the end of 1918 :— 


Surface. Underground. Total 


H. b. H. P. Н.Р. 
Scotland TM in ee T. 6029 329 958 
Northern . “he e» e AKR 3.373 3,976 
York and Midlands ж. сы 194 284 478 
Lances., N. Wales and Ireland: 2.775 3.246 6.021 
South Wales pst ТУ "m 348 113 461 
Midland and Southern . . . 5.714 1.537 7,251 


—— 


10,263 8,882 19,145 


American Plans ia British India.—There are rumours 
of the probable early appointment of a permanent Trade Commis- 
sioner in India by the United States Government, although so far 
the American Consulate in Caloutta is without definite news on 
the subject. In this connection, however, it is of interest to 
observe that Mr. W. Н. Rastall is now visiting India as a Special 
Trade Commissioner of the United States Government to investi- 
gate the prospects for the extension of the sale of American 
machinery. Mr. Rastall is & mechanical engineer, who during the 
war was in charge, in Washington, of the aircraft productions of 
two of the American States, and he was dispatched on this special 
mission to the East just before the Armistice was signed. He 
came to India rid Java and the Straits Settlements, and praposes 
to stay four months, then proceeding to China and the Far East. 
Up to the present, with the exception of the American Consular 
officers in Calcutta and Bombay, virtually no commercial work has 
been conducted on behalf of the United States Government in 
India, but thia mission and the probability of the appointment of 
& permanent Trade Commissioner would seem to indicate a deter- 
mination to foster trade officially, and to presage still keener 
danericen competition in the Indian markets.— Baard of Trade 

ournal, 


* Mines and Quarries: General Report, with Statistics, for 
1918. Part I. Labour (Cmd. 490). Price 6d. from H.M. 
Stationery Office. 
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FAILURES OF TURBO-GENERATORS, AND SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


By J. SHEPHERD, M.I.E.E. 


(Abstract of Paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


AFTER several years of experience in many stations and with 
different designs of machines, the more usual types of failures 
have been determined and may be roughly classified under :— 

(1) Mechanical weakness, 

(2) Electrical weakness, 

(3) Heating and fire risk, 

(4j Ventilation difficulties. 

MECHANICAL WEAKNESSES. 

The efficiency of the steam turbine increases materially 
with its speed, and modern generators are now run at speeds 
which would not have been considered practical six years ago. 
The centrifugal stresses in the rotor teeth, upon the rotor 
coils and their insulation are serious in amount, particularly 
во with speeds of 3,000 R.P.M., the centrifugal forces increasing 
with the square of the speed. 

To limit these stresses und retain the maximum speed of 
rotation, the diameter of the rotor is reduced to the smallest 
practical dimension, the increase in size for increasing output 
being more in length than in diameter. As a result, the run- 
ning speed of the generator is generally above its first 
" eritical ’’ speed. 

One serious result of the high speeds of rotation is the 
difüculty of effectively holding the rotor coils against centri- 
fugal forces. The portion of the coils within the winding slota 
is retained in place by metal wedges driven into dovetailed 
recesses, machined out of the top of the rotor teeth. The 
portions of the windings forming loops at each end of the 
rotor cannot be held in this manner. Originally they were 
eecured in place by steel wire bands wound tightly upon the 
completed coils. | 

Such steel bands are, however, open to grave objections. 

When a short-circuit occurs at the ends of either the rotor or 
the stator, the bands are usually fused and the steel wires 
rapidly unwind. Again, the ends of the wire banding шау 
become unanchored. Whenever a wire band fails, the result 
is invariably the wreckage of the rotor and stator windings, 
with more or less serious destruction of the ends of the stator 
core. 
Consequent upon these troubles, solid rings of high-tensile 
steel are now used instead. These rings are turned out of 
substantial forgings in which internally hidden flaws may 
exist, and, from the standpoint of reliable mechanical strength 
alone, they have not the advantage of drawn-wire bands. 
Moreover, alloys hke nickel and chrome steel are compara- 
tively new, and the effect on them of prolonged heat and con- 
tinued stress has yet to be determined. If during ageing. a 
slow and continuous reduction in elastic tensile strength 
occurs, a periodic renewal of the bands will be necessary. The 
failure of a band is a catastrophe to be avoided at all costs, 
for it generally results in serious loss of life and plant. 

For many years a flexible type of coupling between the 
rotor of the alternator and turbine was generally used. Such 
exible couplings required two bearings each for the turbine 
and generator. As the size of the combination increased, 
mechanical difficulties were experienced. Some 12 vears ago. 
Continental makers began to discard flexible couplings, and 
that practice has now been followed in this country. 

The internal losses of à modern generator are about 4 to 5 
per cent. of the rated output, and the heat resulting from 
these losses is almost invariably dissipated by forced air venti- 
lation through specially constructed air vents in the rotor and 
stator. With higher speeds, smaller diameters, and increased 
length of rotors, it becomes a matter of great difficulty to pass 
the required amount of cooling air through the rotors. Gener- 
ally there is adequate room in the stator for the air ventilat- 
Ing-spaces at the expense of iron space. On modern machines, 
the volume of the stator taken up by ventilating spaces is 
from 15 to 25 per cent. of the total volume. 

This method of open construction gives a mechanically weak 
form of stator core and, under the alternating stress, chatter- 
Ing of the teeth may occur with consequent breakage. A 
further mechanical weakness occurs at the end of the stator 
where the winding must have spacings for the air freely to 
pass between them. 

Another mechanical defect in the stator is the method of 
attaching the stampings to the frame. In earlier designs of 
generators, each stamping had two (or more) dovetailed keys 
5 each sector, and these keys were threaded into machined 

eyways cut in the cast-iron frame. The cheaper form of 
construction afterwards adopted on the Continent was to 
stamp the dovetailed keyways in the sectors with correspond- 
ing keys let into the frame. This construction does not give 
80 direct à connection to the frame as the former, and has 
е the cause of numerous failures. With faulty workman- 
al Р and inadequate proportion of the keys, the core worked 
а at Ше keyways, with complete failure of the stator 
119 ES months' working. In other cases the volume of 

the k за been insufficient, and the induction in the iron near 

180 1 has caused serious overheating of the stampings and 

nstruction of the stators became necessary. The probable 


cause was the formation of eddy currents in the steel keys, 
with the overheating of the keys and the portions of the disks 
near them. With certain conditions of load, this overheating 
became во serious as to burn off the paper insulation on the 
disks and to throw out a shower of sparks from the burnt 
paper at the air discharge. The former construction having 
dovetailed keyways punched out of the stampings gives & 
sounder machine. At the same time the later method may 
give & good machine provided the keyways are well punched, 
of adequate size, and that proper allowance is made for the 
active metal lost by punching the keyways out of the sectors. 

Inaccurate punching of the plates is another source of 
trouble, entailing excessive filing of the stampings after build- 
ing; and to prevent serious eddy currents across the burrs 
caused by the filing, the plates are more lightly packed to- 
gether than is desirable, and vibration takes place. 

Owing to the limitation of railway facilities the stators of 
large generators must be built on site under usually some- 
what primitive conditions. Consequently the preparation of 
the stampings and their building up is not always во care- 
fully carried out as when erection takes place in the shops. 


ELECTRICAL WEAKNESSES. 

The electrical weaknesses in turbo-alternators have gener- 
ally developed since the size of the machines and the systems 
to which they were connected increased to over 30,000 Kw. on 
a single set of busbars. The insulation on the stator bars is 
almost invariably micanite, worked on hot with a Haefley 
wrapping. If the stator bars are not adequately supported, 
bending will occur and cracking of the micanite insulation will 
result usually just inside the ends of the stator core. A num- 
ber of different types of insulation have been introduced using 
Empire tape and similar fabric, interleaved with mica. After 
use at the ordinary working temperature of turbo-alternators 
the fabric loses its flexible character and becomes as brittle as 
mica. 

The joint between the bars and the end connectors is gener- 
ally soldered, and if care and time be taken a sound joint can 
be made by experienced workmen. There is, however, always 
the difficulty that out of hundreds of joints in a machine one 
may be defective. In practice it usually happens that a 
faulty joint is only detected through the machine giving way 
and the solder melting, with every risk of a fire. 

The pees electrical weakness in turbo-generators con- 
structed a few years ago was their inability to withstand the 
stresses set up on short-circuit. If even moderate movement 
of the stator bars occurs, cracking of the insulation is pro- 
bable, especially if the insulation is of some age, setting up a 


Ба. l.—TH&8EE-TURN ВАВ 
DivipgspD RADIALLY. 


Fic, 2.—THREE-TURN ВАВ 
Divios D AXIALLY. 


Fia. 3.—ONE-TURN, FOUR 
BARS IN PABALLEL. 


ко. 1l. Fia. 2. Fia. 3, 


defect which will develop sooner or later into serious trouble. 
In fig. 1 is shown a three-turn per slot winding for a 5,000-Kw. 
machine, 6,600 volts between phases. The three copper tapes 
are arranged lengthways in the slot, giving a stiff bar with 
which there was no trouble on short-circuit. In fig. 2 is 
shown the winding of another machine of similar size, 
laminated across the slot, and of better design for reducing 
the eddy currents, but the bar is not so rigid. Both machines 
worked under similar conditions, and were connected to the 
same busbars, but the winding shown in fig. 1 gave no trouble 
on short-circuit, whilst the winding in fig. 2 repeatedly broke 
own. | 

On the multiple-bar and crushed-strand construction, diffi. 
culties occur with stator bars of considerable section. The 
conductors do not nest firmly together, and a tight mica wrap 
around them cannot be made. An example is show in fig. 3, 
where the conductors were slack within their insulation, and 
in less than three years the insulation was worn away at the 
corners and caused a breakdown to earth at a very moderate 
working pressure. 

The latest method of constructing stator bars is a more 
complete development of lamination. The stator bars are 
divided radially into several copper tapes, each separately in- 
sulated, and each tape is connected to another tape in the 
several bars forming the winding pitch at the ends of the 
etator. At each joint the tapes are twisted relatively to each 
other, giving а complete change of position in each complete 
phase winding from the star point to the main terminal. 


* 
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This construction eliminates eddy currents and gives a uni- 
form distribution of current. in every section of the stator bar. 
It has the additional advantage of amall joints, which enable 


the tapes to be fusion-welded together. The only large joints 


occur at the star points and at the main terminal connections, 
and these can be arranged well out of the revolving field. 
However, a bar laminated so completely has little stiffness or 
mechanical strength and requires very careful support. 


HEATING AND FIRE Risk. 


With the old type of low-speed generator the fire risk was 
not considerable, as the proportion of inflammable material 
was small. With a modern turbo-alternator, owing to the 
high speed and compact design with small volume of active 
material, a very considerable portion of inflammable insula- 
tion is built into the machine. The stators have usually two- 
pole windings, consequently about 50 per cent. of the stator 
winding length is usually taken up by the connectors between 
the stator bars. These connectors are purposely spaced in an 
open manner to allow the cooling air to circulate, and the air 
is circulated at the speed of a tornado and 1s constantly re- 
newed by the fans. The inflammable character of the wind- 
ing may be augmented by oily vapour and dirt carried into 
the machine by the ventilating air and deposited as stieky 
material on the conductors. A fire once started at or near the 
end connectors 1s immediately swept round the openly spaced 
windings, and their destruction is a matter of only a few 
seconds. E 

VENTILATION TROUBLES. 

The amount of air required to carry away the internal heat 
is dependent upon the internal losses and upon the permissible 
temperature rise. Allowing a rise of 50 deg. F. ш the cooling 
air, and a loss of 4 per cent. in the generator, about 4 cu. ft. 
of air per minute per kilowatt of output 1s sufficient, and this 
allows for a certain amount of the air being short-circuited 
within the machine. Except under very exceptional conditions 
some form of filtering and cooling the air is necessary. The 
amount of dust caught by a dry filter from an air blast of 
40,000 cu. ft. of aur per minute has been found per week of 
continuous working to be 5 lb. in the centre of London and 
2 ]b. at the outskirts of London. 

Unless:this dust be reinoved, it is sufficient to choke up the 
narrow air passages in the rotor and stator, which passages 
can be cleaned only with considerable difficulty, even when Ше 
rotor is removed. 

The correct distribution of the air after entering the machine 
is a matter of difficulty. Even should the various air cur- 
rents be correctly distributed when the machine is new, 
deposits of dirt after use will soon alter the air distribution, 
and the effect of incorrect distribution of air is of serious pruc- 
tical importance. 

The temperature of the ventilating air leaving the machine 
indicates roughly the amount of heating of the machine, but 
gives neither the maximum nor the average temperature, as 
the temperature gradient is unknown. If the separate dis- 
charge temperatures of each air current were known, a better 
indication would then be obtained of the hottest part of the 
machine. 

SUGGESTED LINES OF IMPROVEMENT. Ve 


From the operating point of view, the requirements of 
modern turbo-generators are (1) reliability, (2) efficiency, (3) 
ease of operation. Reliability calls for machines which shall 
be fireproof, the coils of which cannot break down or over- 
heat, the insulation of which shall not fray, crack or 
deteriorate, and the electrical joints of the machine shall he 
so constructed that there is no chance of their giving way 
under load. Most operating engineers would consider relia- 
bility the most important of the above conditions, and would 
be willing to obtain it at the sacrifice of some electrical 
efficiency. 

Ease of operation requires some better means of knowing 
what is happening inside the machine. It ought to be possible 
to determine continuously, with some accuracy and by simple 
means, what is the temperature of any part of the machine. 
and it is desirable to anticipate breakdowns by the indication 
of rising temperature of the faulty part, or otherwise, before 
the fault develops. | : 

The output of the machine should be independent of air 
teinperatures, and if possible there should be some reserve of 
capacity to meet sudden overloads. 

Rotor coils’ centrifugal force.—When it is realised that a 
pressure of over 2 tons per sq. in. way be encountered, and 
that the insulation must stand continuously a temperature of 
200 deg. F., it will be seen that the insulation problem is not 
one of easy solution. The choice at present is restricted to 
inica and various forms of hard paper. The coil should be 
rhade of as great a width as possible, and the separate turns 
laid flat upon each other. The support of the coils against 
distortion at the end of the loops can be prevented by sub- 
etantial metal packing between the loops. 

The safest band over the coils would be one of drawn steel 
tape, which would require centering by other means than the 
coils themselves. With a laminated tape band, each turn can 
adjust itself to the strains upon it. 

Stator cores.—The trouble of soft cores is usually due to the 
end plates being of insufficient stiffness, and as they are gener- 
ally attached to the frame only at the periphery. there is a 
considerable spring across tbe face of the plate. In the case 


of cores of considerable radial depth, one or more rings of 
insulated bolts may be necessary in addition, in which case all 
electrical contact with.the bolt heads and nuts on the end 
plates must be carefully avoided. Stronger supports should 
be provided for the teeth. 

Stator windings.—The end connections, if attached to weak 
laminated stator bars, are difficult to stay adequately. Usually 
fibre spaced blocks are laced between the ends of the stator 
bars at the junction with the end connectors; these give 
mutual support between the bars in a circumferential direc- 
tion, but stresses on short-circuit are also radial from the 
centre, and in this direction the space blocks give but little 
support. The remedy is to provide continuous coil. supports 
having winding slots for the entiré length. of the end con- 
nectors. | | 

Joints.—In the ideal machine all the Joints would be fusion- 
welded, except possibly in the case of the largest Joints, where 
clamped and soldered connections would be permissible if well 
removed from the rotating field. 

Heating and fire riske.—Tbe relation of the temperature to 
the useful life of the insulation is of great importance. A 
reduced temperature gives a greatly increased life. 

It would appear that for large machines working continu- 
ously night and day for months together, a temperature of 
150 deg. F. has much to recommend it from the point of view 
of capacity to meet sudden overloads and long life of insula- 
tion. 
Having the fire risk in view, all inflaminable packing in- 
sertion and all fibrous insulation should be avoided in both 
stator and rotor. The ideal insulation is yet to be fonnd, but 
it would have a substantial body of mica built up without 
inflammable guin or varnish and with some degree of flexi- 
bihtv. The binding material of the піса and packing must 
have а high thermal conductivity and suitable specific: induc- 
tive capacity to give a uniform electrical pressure gradient 
through the mass of insulation. | 

E | IDEAL, MACHINE. 

Various designs Lave been. proposed using liquid cooling. 
Whilst the majority of them are of foreign origin the initial 
adaptation of water cooling to modern tnachines is to be 
credited to Messrs. С. A. Parsons & Co., Ltd. 

All the liquid cooling designs on record appear to deal with 
the problemi of heat dissipation as an adjunct to air cooling. 
If, for the moment, the principle of liquid cooling be accepted 
and be completely developed as a practical feature. a number 
of important modifications at once become possible. Air 
ventilation, with the difliculties of cooling and cleaning, be- 
comes unnecessary, and the fire risk of machines largely dis- 
appears if there be no air to feed the flames. By splitting up 
the water paths in the machine, and by providing adjusting 
cocks in the water supply to each cooling device, it becomes 
a simple matter to determine the temperature of each part ol 
the machine and to adjust the water flow to give a uniform 
temperature with elimination of hot spots, and having regard 
to the superior cooling effect of water over air, a lower tein- 
perature would be possible with enhanced life of the insulation. 

A further and great advantage would be in the provision 
of continuous supports to the end connections of both stator 
and rotor windings, which at present are the weakest features 
of most generators. 

Various designs of cooling rotor windings have been drawn 
out for a modern high-speed rotor (fig. 4). 
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(a), (b), (c) air cooled. (d), (e), (f) water cooled. 

Fie. 4.— ROTOR WINDING, VARIOUS METHODS OF COOLING. 

Taking the ordinary air velocities in rotor ducts as 10,000 it. 
per minute, and & moderate water velocity of 500 ft. per 
minute, the relative cooling: capacities of the streams of air 
and water are as shown in the table below. The size of cool- 
ing ducts are taken as large as cau be constructed with the 
wiuding slots shown. 


Relative 
" Arrangement. Proposed by cooling capacity. 
Fig. 4 (a) Ordinary arrangement 1 
„ 4 (6) Siemens  - 0'8 
„ 4 (с) Schuckert 1°8 
„ 4 (4) Рагвопв 54 
„ 1 (е) Siemens Dynamo Works 83 
„ ACD) Author 89 


The actual heat-abstracting powers of the two sets of con- 
ditions per degree F. rise in temperature of cooling medium 
for the velocities stated are: — . 

Air: 1,266 therms per minute per sq. in. of air duct. 

Water: 216 therms per minüte per sq. in. of water duct. 
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The capacity of water over air cooling is very marked, as 
might be expected, and may be in excess of the capacity of the 
insulation to conduct the heat. A rotor constructed with cool- 
ing ducts as shown in fig. 4 (f) is detailed in tig. 5, where 
water-cooled supports are shown for the end loops against 
side slip. | | 

Water cooling for the stator does not appear to have been 
developed to any great extent. | 

If full advantage is to be taken of water cooling, it would 
appear desirable for the cooling arrangements to be in close 
proximity to the coils, with very low-resistance heat paths, 
Designs have been developed bv the author upon these lines. 

In fig. 4 (f) the heat from the rotor coils is directly trans- 
mitted to the iron tooth, which would be made slightly wider 


Fig, 5.—Rotok WITH SEPARATE COIL SUPPORTS, WATER-COOLED. 


than usual to compensate for the loss in section where the 
water duct is milled out of the solid tooth; the top of the duct 
is closed by a steel plug, fusion-welded in place. j 

Fig. 5 shows a rotor with teeth cooled as described, and 
provided with separate bronze coil supports at each end of the 
core. The supports would provide continuous slots for the end 
loops of the rotor coils. 'The metal teeth between the coils 
give substantial support at the rotor periphery for supporting 
and centering flexible steel tape bands. The steel ring over 
the end flange is arranged to give a mechanical anchor for the 
end of the steel binding tape. ; 

(To be concluded.) 


Discussion IN LONDON. | E 

Mr. A. B. FiELD said that the suggestions put forward by the 
author for a water-cooled generator were not new, and: they 
could not be adopted at the present time because they would 
have to await Improvements in details. By that he meant 
improvements in methods of insulation upon which the whole 
thing depended. It was his opinion that the present methods 
of air cooling generators would certainly be superseded. А 
method worthy of consideration was that of incorporating an 
air circulator and cooler in the generator itself; such a device 
had, he thought, greater possibilities than the author attri- 
buted to it. He agreed that in, say, 15 years time present 


practice would be considered quite as antiquated as that of | 


1904 was consicered to-day. 

Mr. Е. W. DickIxsox's opinion was that the author's pro- 
Positions Would not solve the problem; some considerable time 
would elapse before the introduction of the water-cooled 
generator would be possible. With regard to the suggested 
use of solid strip in place of binding wire, he thought the same 
objection, nainely, the possibility of “ wiping " end coils. 
would apply to both. Also concerning the merits of solid and 
flexible couplings, the former were, in his opinion, much pre- 
ferable. One of their greatest troubles was, he thought, that 
of workinanship. To-day the average workman was nothing 
hke so careful in carrying out his work as he used to be a few 
years ago. Carelessness and low-grade workmanship were 
responsible for ја great many faults; if they could be sure of 
the workman putting high-class work in the machine the 
majority of common faults would automatically disappear... 

Mr. G. M. PARTRIDGE was afraid that the author must have 
been very unfortunate in his machines. The statement that 
generally the rotor and its shaft were turned out of a single 
forging held good only for machines up to 19,000 kw. and 
3.000 R.P.M.; beyond that size the plated construction was, in 
his (the speaker's) opinion, preferable, so that the inside of 
the rotor could be seen, and what was going on inside could 
be noted. He regretted the attack in the paper on the Par- 
sons’ flexible coupling; personally he had always preferred a 
tlexible coupling, especially for large machines. One serious 
form of trouble had been omitted from the paper. namely, a 
single-phase short-circuit, which would result in the burning 
Up of the wedges between the coils and would also disturb the 
end windings. He had fortunately been free from most of the 
troubles cited by the author, although his service was perhaps 
one of the most severe. With regard to water-cooled 
generators, such machines would be verv expensive, and the 
problems to be overeome in making and maintaining water- 
tight joints would be difficult. Condensation would also be a 
serious. епу nnless the machine were kept working on a 
constant load, and that was not always possible. Moreover, 
he Nas certain that trouble would be experienced with de- 
wats and corrosion due to the cooling water snd the space 
taken up by ducts for the latter could be utilised to much 
better purpose if used in conjunction with air cooling. 

Mr. А. M. TarLon assumed that it was vital that alter- 


nators should be absolutely reliable under all conditions. The 
alternator makers were bound to defend themselves against 
any charge of unreliability, and they would probably be con- 
tent if it could be shown that only one alternator in five broke 
down within, say, three years of purchase. But he (the 
speaker) knew of at least one case where, with the very best 
modern alternators, even half this reliability was not attained. 
He submitted that the degree of reliability obtained with loco- 
motives on main-line railways was something like 100 times as 
great. He suggested that as, in the near future, they were to 
have stations generating at.30,000 to 60,000 volts, which would 
necessitate step-up transformers, it was a question whether 
the transformers could not be efficiently used to improve the 
reliability of the generators. Suppose, for example, that, in- 
etead af earthing one end of each generator cou, the coil were 
insulated at both ends and the two ends taken out to a corre- 
sponding coil on the primary of the transformer and that the 
midpoint of this coil were earthed. They would then at once 
halve the, potential stresses between any part of the generator 
winding and earth. The arrangement would really be the 
equivalent of six phases on the generator, though there would 
be only three coils, as at present. Suppose, further, that a 
second three coils of intermediate phase were added to the 
generator, then, for the same kilowatts, the voltage of all six 
coils could be again halved, thus quartering the stresses to 
earth. The second three coils would be connected to a second 
lot of primaries on a second transformer; and in order to 
rectifv for the phase displacement, the second transformer 
would have its Н.Т. side in delta, while that of the first trans- 
former would be in star, both being coupled to the same bus- 
bars. Besides quartering the stress to earth on the generator 
windings, the arrangement would have the decided advantage 
of reducing the tendency of the sound coils on the generator to 
deliver energy to the faulty coils, for, in the case of coils that 
were feeding different transformers, there were two primary 
and two secondary reactances in series. He believed that 
when the great advantages of multiphase transmission were - 
appreciated, this (multiphase) form of transmission would be 
adopted for all long-distance work. and in such a case the 
6-phase, double-star generator winding mentioned above could 
be put direct on to the (cable) line, and this would at once 
give 70 per cent. better regulation on the cable system and 
58 per cent. of the line losses, or conversely greater distances 
could’ be covered for the same amount of copper. In cases 
where three existing cables ran to an existing sub-station, 
approximately 70 per cent. more power could be transmitted 
by running the cables as a 6-phase system. At the sub-station 
end an ordinary 3-phase transformer could be used to give a 
3-phase supply. The special generator could be dispensed with 
if a transformer were introduced between the busbars and the 
line. A 12-phase, long-distance transmission line could be 
carried out with two 6-phase cables, and would reduce the 
Ime losses to 29 per cent. of that of the 3-phase svstem and 
improve the regulation 340 per cent.; or conversely the dis- 
tance of transmission could be extended 34 times for equal 
copper investment. 

Mr. №. MeCLELI. ANV, O. B. E., who was particularly interested 
in the paper from the point of view of electric ship propulsion, 
sald that the author had not exaggerated the difficulties in this 
connection. This was at once apparent when it was remem- 
bered that the air trunk pipes that would be necessary for 
cooling a large electrically-propelled battleship would have 
diameters approaching 20 ft. Moreover. the cooling of large 
ship's motors was particularly difficult, as they were situated 
in such confined space at the stern of the ship. Air ducts. on 
board ship also multiplied the problems encountered in con- 
nection with water-tight compartments and bulkheads. In 
America. inaximum speed of vessels had been sacrificed to ob- 
tain efficient cruising speeds. 

Dr. S. P. SMITH pointed out that if the buyer insisted upon 
having the cheapest machine he could obtain, then he had no 
one to blame but himself when breakdowns occurred. Fur- 
ther, if the practice of allowing a lower factor of safety for 
an electric generator than for any other type of machine con- 
tinued, they could expect little else than trouble. On the 
other hand, it should be pointed out that there were machines 
which had been running perfectly for years without any 
trouble whatever. Some of the faults enumerated bv the 
author were out of date; slack cores, for instance. Surely 
they should not have to be told how to make cores in these 
days. They should be on their guard against being misled by 
statements that water was a better cooling medium than air. 
For instance, they might cool the iron portions of the machine 
jn direct contact with the water more efficiently and vet the 
copper conductors might be no better off due to the thick 
mica insulation. preventing the heat escaping to the water. 
The whole problem was one of insulation. The author's pro- 
posals had many good points, but in his (the speaker's) opinion 
a water-cooled generator as proposed in the paper would not 
be a success. 7 
Nr. Е. Н. CLOUGH complained that many of the weak 
nesses enumerated in the paper were out of date: the author 
advocated low temperatures, and vet he proposed the use of 
windings. which would lead to high temperatures. There was 
also much misconception regarding where stresses in tho 
windings really occurred. Tt should not he forgotten that the 
proposition of a new tvpe of machine was quite a different 
task to that of persuading a customer to buy the said new 
machine. The state of affairs was not really so bad as was 
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suggested by the author, but his paper would lead to very 
serious thought. There was no doubt that water cooling 
would be adopted eventually, but they were not ready for it 
yet, and if it came too soon it might lead to serious trouble, 
perhaps even more serious than that experienced to-day. 

Mr. J. SHEPHERD, in reply, explained that the paper wae put 
forward to see if they could not from two ponte of view build 
better machines; first cooler, and secondly safer machines. 
With regurd to the faults mentioned being out of date, he 
could only say that he had personally experienced all but one 
of them, and that had been included at the express request 
of a friend. It was his opinion that in, say, 10 years’ time 
air cooling would have gone out of use; that method weakened 
the machines on account of the large number of air holes that 
were necessary, and it also led to the accumulation of dirt in- 
side the machine. The air-circulatmg system suggested by 
Mr. Field had its good points, but no method except water 


cooling would allow of the insulated conductor being sup- 
ported along its entire length. The user found the insulation 
to be the seat of all disorders. He agreed with Dr. Smith 
that a larger margin of safety should be allowed; a conductor 
should be supported for the whole of its length and not only 
for Pr of its length as was done at present. Bars should be 
so shaped to assist insulation which should be the same along 
its whole length. Present practice resulted in the straight 
portion of the bar being more eficiently insulated than its 
curved portions. Wire bands were superior to solid steel rings, 
because during the process of drawing the wire was thoroughly 
tested. On the o hand, alloys like nickel and chrome 
steel were comparatively new, and the effect on them of pro- 
longed heat and continued stress had yet to be determined. 
With regard to the unsuitability of the flexible coupling, he 
instanced a number of firms that had discontinued its use. 
The paper was illustrated by lantern slides. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, whieh will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest. 


A Water-cooled Cable System. 


In order to cool high-tension cables run through the walls 
of a tunnel in Cincinnati the Union Gas & Electric Co. has 
installed a system of water pipes which will tend to prevent 
any excessive cable heating. The system, fig. 1, consists 
of 25 1.5-in. (37-mm.) pipes running parallel to the ducts. 
At each end of the horizontal section of the tunnel, which 
їз 64 ft. (19 m.) long, the pipes project into the tunnel 
chamber and are fitted at their ends with removable plugs. 
About 7 in. (15 cm.) from the end of each pipe tees are 
inserted for inlet and outlet connections to manifolds. These 
manifolds are connected to a gravity or forced-feed circulating 
aystem as conditions dictate.—Electrical World. 
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Fig. 1.—CooLING SYSTEM FOR 
CABLE DUCTS. 


G.E.C. Switch Cubicles. 


For the control of three-phase machines and feeders up to 
6,600 volts where floor space is limited the GENERAL ELECTRIC 
Co., Ltd., of 67, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4, manufactures 
'" truck " type switch cubicles as shown in fig. 2, in which 
the truck is seen withdrawn for inspection, cleaning, &c. 
The construction allows of their being placed directly against 
a wall, as a passage way behind is unnecessary, neither are 
special foundations required. The cubicles are constructed of 
steel, so that the equipments are rendered fireproof; no marble 
or slate is used in their construction, all terminals, busbars, 
isolating switches, &c., being supported by means of porcelain 
insulators. They are designed to accommodate the usual in- 
struments, oil-break switches. isolating plug switches, trans- 
formers, and sealing boxes; the whole of this apparatus (ex- 
cepting the sealing boxes) together with the inter-connections 
and small wiring. are mounted on a movable truck with wheels 
fitted with ball bearings. When the truck is withdrawn the 
whole of the gear is rendered ‘‘electrically dead," and easy 
access 18 afforded to facilitate renewals. adjustments, clean- 
Ing operations, &c. By means of an interlock it is made 
impossible for the truck to be withdrawn or placed in position 
with the oil-break switch in the “on position. Furthermore, 


Fig. 2.— FRONT View or SWITCH CUBICLE 
WITH TRUCK WITHDRAWN. 


when the truck is withdrawn all live parts mounted on the 
fixed section are entirely covered in by a steel shutter, which 
moves into position, thus covering the plug-switch holes. 
Where busbars are required, these are accommodated in a 
eeparate chamber at the top of the fixed cubicle, and are 
entirely covered in. Inspection covers are provided to enable 


the busbars to be inspected when necessary. Any desired 
combination can be arranged with the truck 


type cubicle 
illustrated so as to form a complete main ewitch : 


The Melton Lantern. 


Messrs. FALE, STADELMANN & Co., LrD., of 85. Farringdon 
Road, Е.С. 4, have produced a lantern, fig. 3, designed for 
street and shop front lighting. The reflector is designed to 
give a good light distribution, and the lower section of casing 
provides a cooling chamber to prevent overheating. In addi- 
tion to the ventilating points provided round the globe seating 


Fic. 3.—THr ‘‘ MELTON " LANTERN. 


under the cap of the lantern, the body is ventilated midway 
to promote a cooling current of air round the neck of the 


lamp. All ventilation points are adequately protected against 
the weather. 


Central Suspension for Street Lighting. 


The accompanying illustration shows the latest installation 
of street-spanning gear carried out by the LONDON ELECTRIC 
Firm, Brighton Road, Croydon, viz., at Hove, near Brighton. 
The gear consists of a simple set of span-wire fittings, which 
has been devised for use without lowering gear, the cable 
being led down the wall in screwed conduit and finished off 
with a watertight switch and fuse. The cable is so arranged 
that there is no possibility of water trickling down the wire 
into the lamp. The efficiency of central-suspension lighting, 
and its advantage in eliminating posts with attendant ob- 
struction and risk of collision by passing vehicles, will no 
doubt be more appreciated with the advancing speed and 
volume of street traffic, and also in view of the Road Board's 
recent pronouncement in favour of this system, and the powers 
which are being sought to obtain compulsory rights for 
attaching fixtures to frontagers’ buildings. Varying sizes of 
buildings are no bar to the system, as short poles can be 


Vol. 86. No. 2,199, Janvany 16,1920] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 95 


erected on a low building, or attachment can be made to a 
chimney stack or the like, where opposite buildings are not 


~ 


Fig. 4.—CENTRAL SUSPENSION АТ HOVE. 


of equal height. Similar gear has been supplicd to the City 
of London and many other places. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our vossession, 


Unspeakable Bosh. . 


I notice your leaderette of the 2nd inst. entitled Where 
angels fear to tread," commenting on the Daily Mail's account 
of Mr. Steele’s scheme of generating electricity. You appear, 
however, to have missed another gem in the same paper (I 
am sorry I cannot refer you t othe particular date of their 
issue) in which they describe a ''Fuelless motor bicycle: 
this, briefly, is to е by means of a hydraulic cylinder 
upon which the saddle is fixed, and which is connected through 
a pump to a water motor. The bumping along the road 
causes the weight of the rider to operate the pump, and 
produces one horse-power. If there are two pumps installed, 
it produces two horse-power, and if three pumps, three horse- 
power. 

As you say in your article, moderate language is utterly 
inadequate to the occasion, and this is specially so when 
dictating to a lady typist. | | 

T. C. Parsons. 

Glasgow, January 6th, 1920. 


Transformer Oil. 


In the course of a number of investigations into cases of 
transformer breakdown, we have come to the conclusion that 
many engineers find difficulty in deciding when to change 
the oil in their plant. We therefore put forward a few sug- 
gestions for testing the condition of transformer oil, in the 
hope that they may be of interest. 

The oil should be sampled at regular intervals. say, once in 
three months, preferably from a cock near the bottom of 
the tank. The first pint or so drawn should be returned, 
and then a small quantity should be mixed with twice its 
volume of natural petroleum spirit (not cracked spirit, shale 
spirit, or benzole) in a clean, well stoppered bottle, and 
allowed to stand 12 hours in a cool place. 

This treatment will cause any sludge which mav be forming 
in the oil to fall to the bottom as a deposit, and if the bottles 
are kept, the amount of deposit from any test may be com- 
pared with that from preceding tests. 

When an oil oxidises, sludge begins to form long before it 
begins to deposit—a quantity being held in solution—and it 
should, we take it, be the aim of the engineer to change his 
oil just before it reaches saturation point. Since warm oil 
will hold very much more sludge than cold, it follows that 
а good deal can be learnt by simplv cooling samples over- 
night and noting the amount of turbidity. 

A close watch should also be kent upon the dielectric 
strength, or what in the case of high-class oils amounts to 
the same thing. upon the dryness of the oil. It is not suffi- 
clently appreciated that during oxidation of petroleum water 
is formed as well as sludge. This fact would have forced 
itself upon the attention of engineers long ago were it not 
that the warmth of the transformer generally causes the 
moisture to evaporate. Whether the moisture escapes as 
quickly as it 1s formed depends, however, upon the design 
of the transformer case. 

A rough test is to heat the oil in a test-tube, when a 


crackling and frothing indicates moisture, but this is only 
eensitive enough to indicate a really dangerous proportion. 
A much better method is to determine the dielectric strength 
by raising the voltage to breakdown pons between a pair 
of electrodes immersed in the oil at a known distance apart. 
When traces of moisture are present small sparks traverse 
the gap at a voltage considerably below that of complete 
breakdown. LE | 

We do not attempt to propose rigid rules for managing the 
oil insulation of a transformer, but we think that by studying 
his oil in the manner indicated above, an engineer may acquire 
experience which will help him in guarding against break- 


down. И 
Alexander Duckham & Co., Ltd. 
London, E., January 7th, 1920. 


Relativity. 


I do not rightly know if I have understood the nature of 
the difficulty that arises in your article of the 9th inst. on 
‘* Relativity,” but it seems to me that all difficulties disappear 
if it is remembered that the higher dimensions are not used 
in the '' mystic " sense of nineteenth century mathematics. 
The time function is treated simply as a spatial quality, and 
not as a coefficient. The three-dimensional treatment of space 
itself is, of course, purely arbitrary. A creature physically 
constituted like H. G. Wells's Martian (and equally egotis- 
tic) would probably devise а radial system: with or without 
the integral treatment of the time function. The same writer 
has treated time as a spatial quantity in the time machine 
with fantastic results, and has perhaps intuitively appreciated 
the true constitution of space in the curious short story of 
the man whose optical field '' is shifted by lightning stroke 
while experimenting between the poles of a huge magnet. 

It would seem that we must treat time-spatial relations 
as à product of psychic-motion scrapping the ether hypothesis. 
Upon the extraction of motion and, or, the psyche (whatever 
it may be), space and time would collapse like a burst bubble 
as a result of the rupture of all tensions. This, however, is 
ultimate and by-the-wav. It would be interesting to hear 
some practical views upon a theory which to me appears in- 
tuitively satisfactory, and which will take a deel of refutation. 


| Wilfrid J. Jones. 
Eastleigh. 
January 12th, 1920. 


The “ Lesco’’ Lampholder. 
As the patentee of the Lesco holder, may I venture to 


reply to Mr. Turnbull's criticisms on this holder? 


fore doing so I should like to point out that9in the 
. correspondence with Mr. Turnbull the point of his criticism 


bas been misunderstood. The arguments the Lesco Co. put 


forward -were based on the assumption that Mr. Turnbull 


© was objecting to the method by which the shoulder which 


supports the shade was attached to the body, whereas he 
was really objecting to the method that was used to join the 
two parts together. Of course, there is no suggestion that 
the top and bottom parts of the holder should be a tight fit 


in order to take weight off the indentations. 


With regard to this point, now that we understand what 


` he really means, our answer is that the heaviest shade, holo- 


phane or any other kind, that is likely to be, put on a holder 
will not exceed 3 lb. in weight, and a deep conical opal 12-in. 


` shade weighs 1 lb. The Lesco holder, Mr. Turnbull will 


find, will carry 50 lb. weight. Surely this is a sufficient safety 
factor to allow for corrosion or any other cause. 

Mr. Turnbull goes on to say that this is more important 
їп that the holder is made from light spinnings and not from 
castings. This remark is a deliberate misstatement of fact. 
In our letter to Mr. Turnbull of December 29th, we gave him 
the information definitely that the Lesco holder is made 
of solid-drawn brass tube throughout. It is not a spinning, 
nor is it a stamping job. There is more metal in the Lesco 
holder than in the best quality English holders. Mr. Turn- 
bull talks of holders being made from castings; the quantity 
of holders made from castings in this country or anywhere 
else is probably less than 5 per cent. of the total output. 

In conclusion, whilst I do not object to Mr. Turnbull going 
to the public Press to express his views on the mechanical 
design of the holder, what I do object to is his attempting to 
convey the impression that the holder is made of light stamp- 
ings, and that it compares unfavourablv with the best quality 
of English holders, whereas in reality it contains more metal 
and is quite as substantial in every way. 

Vernon Hope. 

Manchester. e 

January 12th, 1920. 


The Fuel of the Future. 


In reading the articles referred to be Economy." whose 
letter vou published in vour issue of January 2nd. I cannot 
see that there 18 anvthing that Mr. Klemens said in those 
articles which would have the effect of discouraging elec- 
trical men from emulating the gas engineer by salving the 


valuable by-products of coal to the utmost extent. 


Mr. Klemens does not attempt to deal with that aspect of 
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the problem, and the main lesson to be learnt from his 
articles, as I understand them, is that it is a fallacy to argue 
that electrically-produced heat is dearer than gas-produced 
heat, merely because British Thermal Units can be produced 
by gas more cheaply than by electricity. | 
In the case of gas heating, British Thermal Units are ‘blown 
to waste, whereas in the case of electric heating, all heat 
produced can be usefully employed. PLA 
If we are to get all we possibly can from the coal, then 
we must have gas, but the argument is that it would be 
better utilised in the power house than in the home. Я 
' January Tth, 1920. тинин 


——— 


1919-1920. 


Com expíesely for this journal by Messrs. Ssvrow-Jouss, O' T 
3 9 (successors to W. P. Thoaspeon & Co., | O' 
: Patent Agents, 286, High Holbora, London. W. C. a Lendon), Garters 


zu m n A. ad : B 
| 82,764. '' Method. of altering electrical conductivity of metals.” F. H. 
Lorina. Decembey ЗІМ. - 


" Se e Electric cut-out devices." A, J. ANEY and H. V. Fort. Decem- 
er 3151, - ' s | | 

32.770. Means for measuring electric ‘currents. M. B. Flo. Decem- 
ber 3lst. ` i 


22.776. Sparking plugs." С. I.. Bins». December 31st. i 
32,783. '' tri -ne S i gi NAN D Uhr i ; 

| 5 F „ and motors.“ Van Raven & Cp. and R. 
32.789. Indicators for electrolytic cells.“ I. H. Levis. December 8147. 

32.790. Separators for electrolytic cells.“ J. H. Levin. December ЗІМ. 
32,791. '' Electrolytic cells.“ 1. II. LEVIS. December 3lst. i 
33,792. “ Feeding attachments for electrolytic cells.“ I. H. 


cember ЗІМ. i 

32,793. “ Electros." I. H. Bevin. December ЗІМ. 

32,794. *' Electrolytic apparatus." I. II. LEVIS. December 31st. 

33,812. “ Radio navigational apparatus, &c." H. L. Crow tHer and J. 
Erskins Murray. December 315. | | 

32.813. Radio-receiving systems.” ` 
(General Electric Co.) December 30th. 

32.845. Method of fixing insulating rings on shafts or cores." NAAM- 
LOOZE VENNOOTSCHAP ELECTROTECHNISCHE INDUSTRIE VOORHEEN, W: Smit & 
Co. December 3lst. (Holland, February 20th, 1915.) to "us 

32,853. Method for electrolysing a solution of nickel salt. C. Heser- 
LEIN. December 3lst. | | f | 

2.879. Electric cigar lighters, &с.” 
Spink. December 3lst. г 

32,886. '' Apparatus for electrolysis of metal salt." FREDRIKSSTAD ELEKTRO- 
аз 8 AKTIESELSKABET F. E. F. December 31st. (Norway, Febru- 
ary 13th. 

44. '' Meter for measuring, recording ard indicating quantity of electrical 
energy on electrical circuit." W. W. Lackik. January 2nd. 

52. Enclosed-bulb electric devices.“ O. Dini, GENERAL. ELECTRIC. Co. 
January 2nd. 
60: Treatment of paper, &c., for electrical, chemical, &c.; purposes; S. 
B&RvboN. January 2nd. 
64. Electric battery." 
April 25th, 1914.) | 
66. Process for manufacture of electric insulating material." E. F. А. 
BULTEMANN. January 2nd. (Germany. January 29th, 1918.) 
72. Sound amplifiers." J. B. Mircu rl. January 2nd. 
94. Valve amplifiers and = inter-valve transformers.“ 
January 2nd. 

103. “ Electric air-heating devices.” A. REMARTINI. ` January 2nd. 

104. parking plugs and manufacture of same." G. N. Hatt апа Н. G. 
RaAMsELL. January 2nd. ` 

` 127. “Induction manifold for internal-ombustion engines.“ G. 
ry 2nd. | 
128. Methods of electric distribution with alternating currents." А; М. 
January 2nd. | 

151. ‘Signalling systems.’ 
Electric Co.) January 2nd. 

59. Dynamo-electric machines.“ British Тномѕох-Носѕтом, F. H. 
Crouch, J. Нотт and H. W. Taytor. January 2nd | 

161. Means for starting internal- combustion engines, also for generating 
electric current." W. S, JEM. January 2nd. 

170. '*Dvnamo-electric machines." А. H. MipcLtey and C. A. VANDERVELL 
January 2nd. 

190. Indicators or annunciators 
& ELECTRIC Co. January 2nd. . 

209. Arrangements for offering grenter impedance to direct than alter- 
nating currents.“ AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE MaNuracrURING Co. and Р. N. 
RoOSEBVYV. January 3rd. бе 

226. '' Electric kettles, &c.“ R. W. Coax. January 3rd. 

243. Insulators.“ British THomson-Houston Co. January 3rd. 

244. Controlling devices for  alternating-current  dynamo-electric ma- 
chines.“ British Тномѕох-Носѕтох Co. and Н. W. Тлүток. January 8rd. 

254. Electric oscillation ares.“ B. Binyon and Камо Communication Co. 
January 3rd. 

264. ''Electric switches," Sir G. T. BuckHaM and Sir A. T. Dawson. 
January 3rd. 


Levin. De- 


British Tromson-Houston. Co. 


Quain Evectric Co. and J. R. 


A. Сакко. and P. Onion. January 2nd.. (France, 


| G. A. Marureu. 


Scott. 


BaitisH THomson-Houston Ca, (General 


F. G. Bett and STERLING TELEPHONE 


* 
,* 
. 
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Е PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


. The numbers in parentheses are those under which the epecificatiens will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


D 


1918. $ 


7.178. DISTLIRUTORS FOR HIGH-TENSION. IGNITION Devices. Bosch Akt. Ges. 
R. May 26th, 1917. (116,270.) 

8,200. ROTARY FLFCTRIC MACHINES. K. Nobuhara. May 16th, 1918. (Con- 
vention date not granted.) (116.856.) 

10,453. METHOD ОР AND APPARATUS FOR CHARGING MATERIAL OP ELECTRO- 
OSMOTIC APPARATUS FOR REMOVING LIQUIDS FROM SUBSIANCES. Elektro-Osmose 
Akt. Ges. (Graf Schwerin Ges.) October 30ih, 1917. (135.815.) 

10.458. APPARATUS FR ELECTRO-OSMOTICALLY REMOVING LIQUIDS FROM 
MATERIALS. Elektro-Osmose Akt. Ges. (Graf Schwerin Ges.) October 20th, 
1917. (135,819). 

10,459. ApranATCCS FOR ELECTRO-OSMOTICALLY REMOVING WATER. Hektro- 
Osmose Akt. Ges. (Graf Schwerin Ges.) October 20th, 1917. (135, 820.) 


I. Sordi. 


2.709. ELECTRIC LIQUID HEATING APPARATUS. August 3rd, 1918. 
(136,198.) . | ЖАН 

14,078. DyNxaMo-FLECTRIC MACHINES. British Thomson-Houston Co. and H. 
W. Taylor. August 30th, 1918. (136,202.) , 


14,715. ELECTRICAL. SYSTEM FOR GENERATING INTERMITTENT HIGH-TENSION CUR- 


' RENT IMPULSES FOR IGNITION PURPOSES, WITH OF WITHOUT LOW-TENSION CURRENT 


FOR BATTERY CHARGING, LIGHTING, AND THE LIKE. C. H. Tower. September 
10th, 1918. (136,203.) 

16,582. AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE SysTEM. W. Cross. (D. S. Hulfish.) Octo- 
ber llth, 1918. (136,207.) 

18.216. ARRANGEMENT FOR EVENLY DISTRIBUTING SINGLE-PHASE LOADS BETWEEN 
THE PHASES OF A POLYPHASE SUPPLY sysTEM. U. Magini and F. Bassangse. 
November 6th, 1918.  (136,211.) А : 

18,715. ARMATURE WINDINGS OF  ELECTKIC ALTERNATING-CUKRENT MACHINES, 
иа Lighting and Ignition Co. und E. C. Turner. November 14th, 1918. 
(136,215.) 

20,090. CONTINUOUS FEED FOR ARC LAMPS. A. H. Standeford. December 4th, 
1918. (136.220.) 

20,379. ARMATURES AND POLE SHOES FOR MAGNETS, Siemens Bros. & Co. and 
L. de M. G. Ferreira. December 7th, 1918. (136,240.) 
20,452. SraRKING PLUGS. K. E. L. Guinness. 

(136,247 .) | 

20.458. SOUND TRANSMITTING AND AMPLIFYING DEVICES FOR GRAMOPHONES AND 
IHE LIKE. W. R. Free. December 9th, 1918. (136,249.) | 

30.619. TROLLEY HEADS FOR ELECTRIC TRACTION, J. B. Parker and J. Smith. 
December llth, 1918. (136, 260.) ; 

20,641. PROTECTIVE HEAD COVERINGS OR MASKS FOR USE IN WELDING OPERA- 
tions. C. J. Holstag. December llith, 1918. (136,263.) 

20,988. .ELECIRIC ACCUNULATORS, H. F. Joel. December 
d 36,282.) ОИ о МУ 

21.139. VISUAL ELECTRICAL INDICATORS FOR COLLIERIES AND OTHER MINES. J, 
Kixc. December 18th, 1918. (136,287.) Е я | 

21.457. COMMUIATORS FOR DYNAMO-FLECTRIC. MACHINES.’ E. J. Harman and 
E. Le Bas. December Zlst, 1918. (136,303.) 


December 9th, 1918. 


16th, 1918. 


i 4 i - * 4 


1919-2 
511. SraRkING rLUGS.. C. C. Bryan. January Bth, 1919. (136,327.) 
1.288. MEANS FOR DRIVING A DYNAMO AND ACCESSORY PARTS OF AN ENGINE. М. 


Birkigt. January 17th, 1919. (136,339.) 


1.404. TELEPHONE REPEATER sYSrEMs. K. E. Edgeworth. January 20th, 1919. 
(136,340.) 

2.269. TELEPHONIC  TRANSMITIEKS. 
(136,360.) 

2.785. Exveciakic ruses. W. A. Coates and Metropulitan-Vickers Electrical 
Co. February 5th, 1919. (136,367 .) 

2,901. CONTROL OF ELECTRIC MOTORS DKIVING RECIPROCATING MACHINES SUCH 
AS PLANES AND THE LIKE. G. Stirk, R. Sürk, and J. G. Stirk. February 6th, 
1919. (136,373.) 

, 3,998. APPARATUS FOR, NOTCHING OR PUNCHING CORE-PLATES FOR DYNAMO- 
ELECTRIC MACHINES AND THE LIKE. Lancashire Dynamo and Electric Co. and 
R. S. McLeod. February 6th, 1919. (136,374.) | 

6.051, ELECTRIC SOLDERING-IRONS. O. Stalhane ‘ana О. O. Kring. . March 
llth, 1919. (136.406.) 

8,914 ELECTRIC SELECTIVE-SWITCHING APPARATUS. International Electric Co. 
and F. R. Baldock. August 14th, 1918. (Divided application on 126,775.) 
(136, 438.) 7 FE „ i * 
9.323. SOCKET TUBES FOL ELECTRICAL CONNECTORS, WALL SOCKETS, AND ГНЕ 
LIKE. C. L. Arnold and С. R. Belling. April 12th, 1919. (136,439.) 

9.741. GALVANOMETERS AND THE LIKE. W. H. Apthorpe and Cambridge 
Scientific Instrument Co. April 16th, 1919. (136.445.) | 

12,041. METHOD ОЕ AND APFARATUS FOR OPERATING CABLE OR OCEAN TELE- 
СКАРНҮ. H. Angel. May 14th, 1919. (136,094.) 

12,841. ELECTRICAL SWITCHING MEANS. E. A. Graham, W. J. Rickets and E. 
A. Santleben. May 21м, 1919. (136, 101.) | А е 

12,900. ELECTRICAL INSULATORS. P. Venturini. May 22nd, 1919. 136,102.) 

13,024. WHIPPING FOR TELEPHONES AND TELEGRAPH CABLES Johnson & 
Phillips and A. I. Tracey. Мау 23rd, 1919. (136,463.) 

13.026. RELAY FOR ELECTRIC CIRCUITS. D. A. Christian. 
(Addition to 131,413.) (136,103.) 

14,180. SPaRKING PLUGS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. R. Soyer. June 
5th, 1918. (127,829.) | 

14.392. SPARKING PLUGS РОК INIFRNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. W. 
A. Farrington and G. M. Nicklin. June 6th, 1919. (136,109.) 

14,583. ELECIKO-THERACEUTIC APPLIANCES. А. H. Hewitt. June 10th, 1919. 
(136,110.) | 

14,675. Evectricat INSULATORS. Е. W. Le Tall. 
and Manufacturing Co.) June 10th, 1919. (136,112) 
15.658. SPARKING PLUG. A. Greensmith. June 21st, 1919. (136,115.) 

15.921. ЅРАККІХС PLUGS FOR EXPLOSION MOTORS. J. Sender. June 24th, 1919. 
(136,117.) 

17,237. SIGNAL SYSTEM FOR TELEPHONES. K. Tsukamoto and Kabushiki 
Kaisha Tsukamoto Denki Kenkyusho. July 9th, 1919. (136,494.) 

17,640. SELECTING DEVICES FOR AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. Siemens Bros. 
& Co., E. A. Petithory and С. P. Sumner. July 14th, 1919. (136.497.) 

17.988. ELECTRIC FURNACE CONTROL APPARATUS. Н. A. Winne. January 2nd, 
1919. (136,500.) | 

19,086. DISTRIBUTORS FOR MAGNETO GENERATORS. E. C. R. Marks. (Split. 
dorf Electric Co.) January 31st, 1919. (Divided application on 2,484/19.) 
(136,124.) 

19.720. HoRsEHOE MAGNETS. Scintilla. August 29th, 1918. (121,880.) 

22.171. TELEPHONE RECEIVERS. E. Hausdorf. September 9th, 1919. (136,511.) 

25,924. MEASUREMENT OF ALTERNATING ELECTRIC CURRENT POWER. S. Z. de 
Ferranti, G. Wall and Ferranti, Lid. December 21st, 1918. (Divided appli- 
cation on 21,466/18.) (136,515.) | 

28.567. ELECTRICAL FUSES. Cable Accessories Co., Е. H. Reeves, and A. 
Crawford. December 12th, 1918. (Divided application on 20,686:18.) (136.516) 


B. S. Cohen. January 29th, 1919. 


May 23rd, 1919. 


V. Rutter, 


(Westinghouse Electric 


Municipal Enterprise in the U.S.A.—The National 
Electric Light Association Bulletin (New York). for December, 
1919, gives, among other things, a long list of American municipal 
undertakings that have had to be closed down as losing proposi- 
tions.” This seems to indicate that England is not the only hard 
place for ratepayers and electrical enterprise. The journal alao 
contains an article setting forth the advantages of advertising by 
means of film cartoons, The author asserts that at least half the 
population of the average town attends the local kinema shows 
once & week. and there is, therefore, no better way of securing the 
public interest in the business. | | 
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THE TRADE SITUATION IN BRAZIL. 


WE commend as deserving of serious study by British 
manufacturers and export traders the revised report 
issued by the British Chamber of Commerce in Brazil 
(Inc.) relating to “ British Trade with Brazil.” It is 
unnecessary to emphasise the immense importance of this 
great country with its population of over 25 millions 
and its area of 34 million square miles —“ nearly double 
the area of India, and larger than the United States 
without Alaska.” For business purposes it should be 
remembered that it is the only country in Latin America 
where Portuguese is the language, and that the outstanding 
features of the moment are the development of local 
industries, a further increase in American competition, and 
the general prosperity of local merchants. As the recent 
visits to this country of Brazilian men of eminence have 
shown, there is a very cordial sympathy with British interests, 
but the Brazilian Government is naturally anxious to free 
its country as far as possible from its dependence on foreign 
goods. It ig doing this by encouraging and subsidising the 
establishment of new industries, by extending its support to 
coal mining, &c. Certain importing interests will suffer in 
consequence, but it is hardly reasonable to fear that 
Brazilian electrical manufacturing will become a serious 
factor yet awhile, whatever it may do eventually. It is 
pointed out in this report that it would be folly for the 
British exporter to count upon any anti-American feeling 
as a means for defeating American competition which has 
latterly been steadily increasing. The Brazilian merchant, 
like others, will **subordinate his private feelings to his 
interest, and will buy from an American firm every time if 
it suits him todo so.” With regard to German competition, 
it is worth noting that, during the war, German trade in 
Brazil was by no means eliminated. The Government per- 
mitted the enemy banks to operate with only slight restric- 
tions, and business houses continued their operations 
unmolested. Our Black Lists notwithstanding, there have 
been exceedingly few cases where German firms have been 
obliged to close their doors. Somehow or other they 
managed to carry on" by selling both British and 
American goods, although, of course, their business 
decreased very considerably. 

There is some interesting advice to us at Home with 
regard to methods for dealing with the future situation. 
We have to recognise the need for organisation and co- 
operation both at Home and abroad, and to acknowledge 
the community of interest us between the banker, the 
merchant, and the manufacturer; but equally as im- 
portant, if not more so, is the necessity for the carrying 
of stocks of British goods by British firms, as a means 
of introducing them. “ The British manufacturer wishing 
to enter this market must adapt his wares to this market, 
as the market is not going to adapt itself to his wares.” 
If the German trader is on the ground with certain liner, 
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it will not be of the least use for the British exporter’s 
agent to go to the buyer and say: We could do that 
for you." Why should the buyer trouble to place a trial 
order with us if he is already getting what he wants 
without indulging in experimental purchasing? The 
absence of sentiment must be considered; regard must be 
paid to every-day human nature. If the British manu- 
facturer wants to cut into German lines, he must be 
doing it already, at the time of his approach, not merely 
offering to do so. The most efficient way to intro- 
duce British goods is to have them on the market, and 
The report 


advocates the opening of as many establishments as pos- 


sible by British firms, not only as wholesalers, but as 


retailers, for retailers gain direct contact with consumers. 
It is. advised that young Britishers should not be confined 
to office work. They are required to be conversant with 
the market, knowing the Portuguese language, understanding 


the Brazilian people—therefore, * put them on the road for 


a while as salesmen,” and let them travel the country." 


But, before sending them out, prepare them for foreign trade 


in the course of their education at Home, ** so that young men 
coming out should not be too green." All of this, and 
much more like it, that appears in this publication should 
afford very useful reading for manufacturers, traders, and 
their staffs. We select one detail more. The Chamber 
strongly recommends the standardisation of parte of 
machinery * on the American principle," and proposes 


that illustrated catalogues be issued with the parts 


numbered, so that when a piece of machinery is broken 
or worn out, it is only necessary to telegraph Home 
for a new piece. Better still though, if possible, have the 
parts available in Brazil. 

While referring to this report issued by an organisation 
which does not pretend to deal specially with electrical 
matters, we may remind readers of the pamphlet issued 
by the B.E.A.M.A., a short time ago, in which Mr. 
J. M. Glen, as representing a leading British electrical 
and engineering manufacturer, furnished some useful in- 
formation of direct electrical value. 


SHORTLY before the outbreak of the 


сша war, а large body of influential manu- 
Commercial | | | 
Propaganda. facturers, shipowners, and financiers in 


Germany conceived the idea of establishing 
a great scheme of commercial propaganda in other countries 
for the promotion of the export trade, but the project was never 
carried into effect on account of the war. Now, however, the 
proposal has been revived by the Imperial" Association of 
German Manufacturers, which is a recent consolidation of 
the employers’ interests in practically all the industries in 
that country, in conjunction with the Association of German 
Engineers. The working of the scheme has been entrusted 
to the Allgemeine Anzeigen Gesellschaft (General Adver- 
tisement Co.), which was already financially supported by 
many iron and steel and other firms in the West of Germany, 
before the Association of Manufacturers was constituted in 
its present form about a year ago. 

As is reported, the scheme is to be carried out in the first 
place by the inundation of foreign countries with German 
journals dealing with all kinds of manufactures, and a 
technical journal published in German, English, French, 
and Spanish is to make its appearance shortly, although 
this is merely the reintroduction of a former practice. All 
the manufacturing undertakings on the eastern bank of 
the Rhine are stated to have given effective support to the 
company in the form of advertisement contracts and 
subscriptions, in order to ensure an extensive circulation of 
the technical journal for a period of five years. The F. 
Krupp Co., for instance, is credited with having undertaken 
to defray the cost of sending 3,000 copies of each issue to 
foreign tirms during this period. In addition, a trust of 
the German industrial newspapers is in course of formation 
in order to work in co-operation with the advertisement 


company. The company also proposes to establish in 
foreign capitals publicity agencies, which will play the part 
of offices for the centralisation and distribution of news for 
the trans-Atlantic services, which have been placed in the 
hands of a commercial-news bureau which is associated with 
the company. Asa result of the activities of the agencies, 
the Association of German Manufacturers hopes to succeed 
in “exerting a useful influence on the newspapers and 
commercial journals published abroad." 

We ought to be thankful that the Germans are revealing 
their intentions, because we shall now be able to protect 
ourselves against the contemplated attacks. The scheme 
shows distinctly the German frame of mind, which utterly 
fails to understand that news circulated by Teutons in 
relation to Germany and German industries will always be 
regarded with suspicion, and be accepted, in their own 
words, as scraps of paper. A large amount of political and 
commercial propaganda was carried on—or, rather, sought to 
be carried on—in Spanish and Portuguese in Soutn America 
during the war, but the newspapers, &c., were stopped by 
the British authorities. Now that Peace has been ratified, 
it will be impossible, even if we decided to do so, to arrest 
this riew form of propaganda, but we can, at all eventa, be 
on our guard against the efforts which are to be made to 
influence newspapers with tainted news. 


À SIGNIFICANT announcement haa been 
The Permanency made to their customers by the Siemens- 
of High Prices : : 
in Germany, Schuckert Works, of Berlin. The notice 
states that the development of prices in 
recent months has led to the circumstance that the additions 
made on account of the dearness of materials and labour— 
additions charged in excess of pre-war basis prices—have 
gradually advanced approximately to 1,000 per cent. It 
cannot be assumed that prices will fall at any time to the 
level of those which prevailed prior to the war. On the 
contrary, even if the war-time additions can be partly 
removed at a later date, it may be definitely reckoned with 
that the basis prices will always be several times greater 
than those in pre-war times. As а consequence, the firms 
belonging to the price bureau of the Central Union of the 
Electrical Industry have decided to increase the basis prices 
and reduce the war-time additions to an equivalent extent. 
The new basis prices have been fixed at three times those 
which obtained in the first half of 1914. The only 
exceptions apply to the price lists for machines and motors 
constructed with substitute metals, and the prices of 
machines with copper and aluminium windings; and in 
these cases the quotations have only been doubled, as they 
had already been raised by 50 per cent. as compared with 
the prices in 1914. 


Years ago, enterprising business corres- 
pondents in a part of the world which 
shall be nameless, took unto themselves a 


reputation for slimness. They “forgot” to stamp their 
letters sufficiently ; didn't know the rate ; or were too busy 
* getting on in the world" to attend to such trivialities. 
By the hundred their underpaid communications reached us, 
and with British long-suffering we kept on smiling as we 
paid the excess charges at this end. One letter looks very 
much like another ; and you never know, you know, what 
it may contain, until it is opened. There is a limit to 
human forbearance though, and it was reached when about 
balf-a-dollar was paid on what proved to be a manufacturer 8 
pamphlet. Is it to be wondered at that traders so neglectful 
of minor courtesies were criticised even by their own 
authorities because they in those days lacked aptitude for 
building up foreign trade? | 
What utter folly it is to begin by making a bad impression 
upon the man whose favour you desire to gain: how is he 
to know that that failure to pay sufficient postage is not à 
type of the other ways in which you will take advantage 


Little Things 
that Count. 


of him, on a larger scale, if you get the chance? 
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We begun this comment by recalling the past faults of 
others ; a8 we proceeded, we found ourselves writing in the 
present tense and as though such errors were possible from 
this side too. Well, unfortunately, that is just what they 
are, and more than possible, for H.M. Consul-General 
at Antwerp has sent home a protest, and small wonder at 
It, seeing that 30 per cent. of the letters and packages sent 
by British firms in response to his appeal for catalogues 
and samples arrived under-stamped. In two days, 38 francs 
were expended on taxed letters. The Board of Trade 
Journal wisely publishes a hint to rommerrial houses—for 
they are the offenders—on the importance of ensuring the 
correct stamping of the foreign mail. In these days of 
great concerns and big ideas and strong policies, this may 
seem to bea trifling point, but after all, it’s the little things 
that count! 


Е Wirk the contention of Mr. A. C. 
8 Purday in our Correspondence " columns 
| to-day, that the date of publication 


should be provided in every book, we fully agree ; und a 
mere reprint should never be misnamed new edition." It 
is also to be regretted that so many authors think it 
necessary to start with the most elementary theory, but this 
practice is not now so common. We feel, however, that 
our correspondent’s suggestion has little prospect of 
fulfilment. There would be **too many cooks,” and how- 
ever excellent the standardised books might be in substance, 
the loss of individuality of style and originality of treat- 
ment would be deplorable. A theoretically perfect standard 
diet might be developed by a Committee of Physiological 
Experts—but who could partake of it at every meal, or even 
at one meal daily, without ultimate loathing ? We do not 
agree that an adequate selection of books cannot be made 
without excessive overlapping; there is to-day an 
embarrassing choice of good books on almost every subject 
with which we are concerned. It is true that, as in every 
other case, the nominal cost of technical books has greatly 
increased, but the young engineer or student" is apt to 
under-estimate the intrinsic value of a set of good books. 
In this the English should learn from the Scots. 


HE case of the Postmaster-General v. 
1 Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramroad Co., 
of Tramway : : 
Companies, recently reported in our pages, illustrates 
very clearly the heavy liabilities imposed 
upon electric tramway companies. So long ago as 1896 the 
defendant company took statutory power to lay tramlines, 
and, incidentally, underground cables in Blackpool. Their 
Act contained a clause protecting the works of the Post- 
master-General. In 1914 the P.M.G. laid wires within 
7 ft. of the defendants’ electric lines. A leakage from the 
latter occurred in 1916, the covering of the plaintiff’s cable 
being electrolytically affected. Subsequently the danger 
was removed by the bonding of the plaintiff’s cable to the 
tramway track. but the plaintiff, nevertheless, brought an 
action to recover the expenses to which he had been put in 
making good the damage. The Act above referred to pro- 
vided that ** if any telegraphic line of the Postmaster-General 
is injuriously affected by the construction by the company 
of their electric lines and works, or by the working of the 
undertaking of the company, the company shall pay the 
expense of all such alterations in the telegraphic lines of 
the Postmaster-General as may be necessary to remedy such 
injurious affection." It was held that neither the fact that 
the defendants had used all reasonable means to prevent 
injurious affection, nor thal the plaintiff by placing his cable 
% unnecessary proximity to the defendants’ line had courted 
tie injury, nor, again, that he had, when laying the cable, 
omitted to take the reasonable precaution of bonding it to 
the defendants’ lines, afforded any defence. This inter- 
pretation of the statute may be correct, but it certainly 
leads to a rather startling result. Logically, it follows that 
no matter how careless the Postmaster-General, or his 
servants, may be in the laying of a cable, the cost 
of all the evil results which follow from proximity to an 
electric tramway must be borne by the tramway company. 


ТНАТ these meetings are informal to a 
high degree was evident on Monday 
evening last, when a discussion opened 
by Captain F. H. Masters, O.B.E., оп “ The Functions of 
a Trade Journal," rapidly degenerated into a discussion of 
the merits and demerits (mainly the latter) of the various 
organs of the electrical! industry, and touched upon 
questions of policy, advertising rates, situations vacant, 
and combustibility—or arson. Much was said with regard 
to the make-up of the respective journals, and on this, as 
on other points that were raised, we could write a good 
deal; we will content, ourselves, however, with the remark 
that the one crucial test of the satisfaction of the reader 


1.E.E. Informal 
Meetings. 


is the numerical test, and a constantly expanding circula-. 


tion is an argument that admits of no refutation. 

The author’s able exposition was described as a hat-stand 
without pegs ; perhaps that was the reason why some of the 
speakers talked through their head-gear. The discussion 
was lively and well-sustained, though ‘he attendance was 
absurdly small—due, no doubt, to the uninviting title of the 
subject. 

We are pleased to say that the journalistic atmosphere 
which has pervaded recent “ Informal Meetings has now 
been dispelled, and a very attractive programme has been 
put forward for the remaining meetings of the session ; it 
will be found in our “ Institution Notes” to-day. That 
Major T. Rich’s * Engineering Experiences During the 
War" will be of absorbing interest is certain, and we 
confidently anticipate a full house on that occasion. 


Тнк Coal Controller is much to be 
congratulated on the astute way in which 
he has extricated himself from a difficult 
position. He had the thankless task of devising some way 
or other by which the benefit of the 10s. reduction on house- 
hold coal should enure to the domestic electricity con- 
sumer. It was a most complicated business. But he found 
a delightfully easy way out of his perplexities. He 


The 10s. Coal 
Rebate. 


simply transferred the whole thing to the shoulders of 


the electricity supply undertakers. The Coal Controller. 
was bland, the undertakers were guileless. Result—the 
Coal Controller has finished his task, but theundertakers 
have just begun theirs, as they will probably find to their 
cost before it is through. 

Note what he has got them to agree to do. They 
will go to their coal merchants and get a rebate of 10s. 
per ton on such coal as they use for household electricity 
supply. They will then pass the whole of this on (less 5 per 
cent.) to those consumers who are entitled to it. By this 
procedure they lay themselves open to endless criticism and 
misunderstanding. There is no way of showing a con- 
sumer that he is being treated properly as regards the 
amount of his allowance. Consumers will get different 
rebates according to the company or municipality which is 
supplying them. The amount will be quite trivial compared 
with the great trouble given. In many cases the rebate will 
probably be less than a farthing per unit. As tothe work 
that will be entailed, and the difficulties bristling round 
the whole matter, it is only necessary to see the documents 
placed in the hands of the undertakers, which were 
summarised in our last issue. 

Altogether the electric supply undertakings would 
certainly seem to have had a reasonable case for refusing 
to become agents to hand to the public this Government 
“ dole," unless it was done in some simple and direct 
manner, and one which placed no responsibility upon the 
undertakers. As it is, the Coal Controller now stands aloof, 
and leaves the problem to be settled by the mutually 
hostile triad—the coal merchant, the undertaking, and the 
consumer. We say mutually “hostile,” since if they are 
not so when they begin, there seems every likelihood that. 
amicable relations will not stand the wear and tear of 
carrying out the Controller's “ prescription.“ And the 
undertakers have consented to be put in a position where 
they can neither tell the disgruntled consumer to go to the 


Coal Controller, nor—to the devil. LS MY 
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THE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OF PALMERS SHIPBUILDING AND IRON CO.S WORKS. 


MESSRS. PALMERS SHIPBUILDING AND IRON Co., LTD., 
which has for long been renowned for its large operations in 
shipbuilding, engineering, iron and steel manufacture, and 
allied industries, has during recent years made extensive 
additions and improvements at its two establishments at 
Jarrow and Hebburn-on-Tyne, but more particularly in 
connection with the iron and steel works at Jarrow. 

The firm has for over half a century been one of the 
largest concerns of its kind in the United Kingdom, and at 
present its employés number about 10,000. "The works 
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will be interested in some particulars of the generation of 
electricity and adoption of electric driving at the Jarrow 
works which we are able to give. 

During the last few years considerable progress has 
been made in the adoption of electrical machinery for use 
in the iron and steel works, and also in the shipyard. One 
of the chief reasons for this advancement in the adoption of 
electric driving is the fact that the gas emitted from 
the blast furnaces, which was previously, to a large extent, 
wasted by passing away into the atmosphere, is now 
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FIG. l.—PowER HOUSE AT MESSRS. PALMERS WORKS, JARROW, 


cover an area of about 150 acres, with a river frontage of 
nearly a mile, and consist of two large shipbuilding yards, 
two graving docks (one of them the largest on the North- 
East Coast), large engine and boiler works, blast furnaces, 
steel works, several foundries, and forge and galvanising 
works, and include within themselves the entire range of 
operations from the smelting of the ore to the complete 
equipment of the vessel. Amongst the vessels built for war 
purposes are some of the largest ships constructed for the 
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cleaned to such an extent that it is possible to utilise it 
for driving large gas engines, which are used both for the 
generation of electricity and for driving the large blowers 
required for blast-furnace work. Previously the gas was 
used simply in a dirty or, crude state for the heating of 
stoves and steam-raising in boilers. 

The gas-cleaning plant is arranged on the well-known 
Halberger-Beth principle. The system consists of a primary 
cooler, re-heater, filtering compartments, and fans, with fina 
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Fig. 2.—GALLOWAY 1,650-H.P. GAS-ENGINE BLOWER. 


British Navy, while the merchant tonnage consists of every 
class—cargo and passenger steamers, refrigerated meat 
vessels and large oil tankers. The firm has, indeed, built 
about 900 ships of all descriptions, and it is gratifying to 
know that the prosperity of the company has gone hand in 
hand with the developments and extensions which have 
during recent years distinguished its management. 

It is not possible within the limits of our space to describe 
in detail the many departments of the firm, but our readers 


cooler and dryer. The gas from the blast-furnace down- 
comers passes along a zig-zag main which is fitted with a 
number of dry dust-catchers, after which it enters the 
primary coolers, and is reduced to about 160° F. 

The cool gas next enters the reheaters, where it is heated 
to a steady temperature of about 175° F. by means of 
steam coils, the bottom of this heater, as well as the bottom 
of the neighbouring filtering compartments, being provided 
with a screw conveyor for carrying the precipitated dust 
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into dust-catchers, from whence it is removed for the 
purpose of extracting by-products. After passing through 
the heaters the gas is conducted into a filtering chamber, 
which consists of a number of bags through which the 
gas is drawn by means of fans. The clean gas from the 


Fic. 3.--NATIONAL 1,500-H.P. GA8S-ENGINE ALTERNATOR.: 


fan delivery is divided up, one portion pasing to the 
boilers and stoves, the rest to the gas engines ; the portion 
required to drive the gas engines is passed through a 
further, or final, cooler and dryer, the gas then being 


to 0:002 gramme per cubic metre, a lower figure being 
often obtained. 

In the engine house (fig. 1), three large horizontal, 
low-speed Galloway gas engines, (fig. 2) have at present 
been completed, and a fourth one is now being in- 
stalled, each of them being of 1,650 
H.P., for the purpose of driving the air 
blowers for the supply of blast to the 
blast furnaces, and, in addition, five 
1,500-H.P. engines (fig. 3), built by the 
National Gas Engine Co., have up to 
the present been running direct-coupled 
to three-phase, F.H.T. alternators ; these 
engines are of the vertical, 12-cylinder 
type, two cylinders working in tandem on 
each of six lines, the speed of the engines 
being 200 R. P. uv. The alternators are 
designed to give an output of 1,380 
k. v. A. at 40 cycles. Two further 
engines of this type are being erected, 
and, in addition, a 1, 000-EH. P., 8- cylinder, 
4-line tandem engine has been working 
for a considerable time direct- coupled 
to a 700-KW. D.C. generator arranged 
with a choking coil necessary for three- 
wire balancing. 

The three-phase supply passes from 
the H.T. switchboard, which is arranged 
on the remote control principle, to two 
700-kw. Westinghouse rotary converters 
for an additional supply of direct cur- 
rent required in the works; a heavy three-phase ring 
main passes from the H.T. board to four static sub-stations 
situated in different parte of the iron and steel works and 
shipyard, the H.T. preesure of 5,500 volta being transformed 


purified to such an extent that the dust content is reduced down to 440 volta for the general A. C. supply. 
(To be concluded.) 


THE COLLECTION OF REVENUE. 


By A. C. GLOVER. 


COLLECTION of revenue may be hard and tedious work or light, bright and simple, and this short article is to assist those 
who seek the happier way. Instead of the old bound books for collection, I intend substituting loose leaves, arranged in 
streets or roads, and in the order of callings, аз in the case of meter readings. Each division or district or a number of 
roads will be placed in a loose-leaf binder and lettered, in preference to being numbered. A street index is essential, and 
one is illustrated below on the vowel principle, which may hang in the office for immediate reference. 


STREET INDEX. 
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A | District E District I | District О | District U District 

| letter. letter. letter. | letter. | letter. 
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Strand ... |€ D Cheapside .. С Bishopsgate .. В London Road.. E Ludgate Hill... | А 
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The district letter may be placed on the consumers’ accounts before dispatch, e.g., C 2,006. A number of consumers 
call to settle their accounts, and, for example, Johnson, of Cheapside, comes to pay his account, which is numbered C 2,006. 
The district letter, reference number, and amount are transferred to a cash- received sheet with a banking column. From 
this sheet the collectors C" book is entered. The system has manifold advantages over the old way. The leaves may be 
placed in any convenient order ; the system will allow of growth or revision with little trouble. A district book may hold 
150 to 200 consumers’ collection sheets, 8“ x 5%, convenient for a large pocket. After single letters are exhausted, 


double letters follow, e. )., AB, AC. 


COLLECTION FORM. 


ADDRESS ]ꝙ.n.. ẽ,ͤ;ů A ⅛ ð ſ ↄ ᷣ y ĩé dd ĩͤðͤ ЖЗ КЫКЕ» 
NAME ́]˙Ü¹⁵vÜ. ¹oÜ¹i u. ] ] § m x 
| 2 i . і 9 2 
Month. Amount. 5 d. Total due. Amount paid. сехи Е 5 Collector's signature. 
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THE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OF PALMERS SHIPBUILDING AND IRON CO.’S WORKS. 


MESSRS. PALMERS SHIPBUILDING AND IRON Co., LTD., 
which has for long been renowned for its large operations in 
shipbuilding, engineering, iron and steel manufacture, and 
allied industries, has during recent years made extensive 
additions and improvements at its two establishments at 
Jarrow and Hebburn-on-Tyne, but more particularly in 
connection with the iron and steel works at Jarrow. 

The firm has for over half a century been one of the 
largest concerns of its kind in the United Kingdom, and at 
present its employés number about 10,000. The works 
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will be interested in some particulars of the generation of 
electricity and adoption of electric driving at the Jarrow 
works which we are able to give. 

During the last few years considerable progress has 
been made in the adoption of electrical machinery for use 
in the iron and steel works, and also in the shipyard. One 
of the chief reasons for this advancement in the adoption of 
electric driving is the fact that the gas emitted from 
the blast furnaces, which was previously, to a large extent, 
wasted by passing away into the atmosphere, is now 
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FIG. l.—PowER HOUSE AT MESSRS. PALMERS WORKS, JARROW, 


cover an area of about 150 acres, with a river frontage of 
nearly a mile, and consist of two large shipbuilding yards, 
two graving docks (one of them the largest on the North- 
East Coast), large engine and boiler works, blast furnaces, 
steel works, several foundries, and forge and galvanising 
works, and include within themselves the entire range of 
operations from the smelting of the ore to the complete 
equipment of the vessel. Amongst the vessels built for war 
purposes are some of the largest ships constructed for the 
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cleaned to such an extent that it is possible to utilise it 
for driving large gas engines, which are used both for the 
generation of electricity and for driving the large blowers 
required for blast-furnace work. Previously the gas was 
used simply in a dirty or, crude state for the heating of 
stoves and steam-raising in boilers. 

The gas-cleaning plant is arranged on the well-known 
Halberger-Beth principle. The system consists of a primary 
cooler, re-heater, filtering compartments, and fans, with fina 
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Fig. 2.—GALLOWAY 1,650-H.P. GAS-ENGINE BLOWER. 


British Navy, while the merchant tonnage consists of every 
class—cargo and passenger steamers, refrigerated meat 
vessels and large oil tankers. The firm has, indeed, built 
about 900 ships of all descriptions, and it is gratifying to 
know that the prosperity of the company has gone hand in 
hand with the developments and extensions which have 
during recent years distinguished its management. 

It is not possible within the limits of our space to describe 
in detail the many departments of the firm, but our readers 


cooler and dryer. The gas from the blast-furnace down- 
comers passes along a zig-zag main which is fitted with a 
number of dry dust-catchers, after which it enters the 
primary coolers, and is reduced to about 160° F. 

The cool gas next enters the reheaters, where it is heated 
to a steady temperature of about 175° F. by means of 
steam coils, the bottom of this heater, as well as the bottom 
of the neighbouring filtering compartments, being provided 
with a screw conveyor for carrying the precipitated dust 
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into dust-catchers, from whence it is removed for the to 0:002 gramme per cubic metre, a lower figure being 
purpose of extracting by-products. After passing through often obtained. 
the heaters the gas is conducted into a filtering chamber, In the engine house (fig. 1), three large horizontal, 
which consists of а number of bags through which the low-speed Galloway gas engines, (fig. 2) have at present 
gas is drawn by means of fans. The clean gas from the been completed, and a fourth one is now being in- 
stalled, each of them being of 1,650 
ee — — H. p., for the purpose of driving the air 
blowers for the supply of blast to the 
blast furnaces, and, in addition, five 
1.500-H. P. engines (fig. 3), built by the 
National Gas Engine Co., have up to 
the present been running direct- coupled 
to three-phase, H. H. . alternators; these 
engines are of the vertical, 12- cylinder 
type, two cylinders working in tandem on 
each of six lines, the speed of the engines 
being 200 R. P. 1x. The alternators are 
designed to give an output of 1,380 
k. v. A. at 40 cycles. Two further 
engines of this type are being erected, 
and, in addition, а 1, 000-H. P., 8-cy linder, 
4-line tandem engine has been working 
for a considerable time direct- coupled 
to a 700-Kw. D.C. generator arranged 
with a choking coil necessary for three- 
wire balancing. 

The three-phase supply passes from 
the н.т. switchboard, which is arranged 
on the remote control principle, to two 

Ета. 3.--NATIONAL 1,500-H.P. GAS-ENGINE ALTERNATOR. ` 700-Kw. Westinghouse rotary converters 

for an additional supply of direct cur- 

fan delivery is divided up, one portion passing to the rent required in the works; a heavy three-phase ring 

boilers and stoves, the rest to the gas engines ; the portion main passes from the H.T. board to four static sub-stations 

required to drive the gas engines is passed through a situated in different parts of the iron and steel works and 

further, or final, cooler and dryer, the gas then being shipyard, the H.T. pressure of 5,500 volta being transformed 
puritied to such an extent that the dust content is reduced down to 440 volts for the general A. C. supply. 


(To be concluded.) 
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By A. C. GLOVER. 


COLLECTION of revenue may be hard and tedious work or light, bright and simple, and this short article is to assist those 
who seek the happier way. Instead of the old bound books for collection, I intend substituting loose leaves, arranged in 
streets or roads, and in the order of callings, as in the case of meter readings. Each division or district or a number of 
roads will be placed in a loose-leaf binder and lettered, in preference to being numbered. A street index is essential, and 
one is illustrated below on the vowel principle, which may hang in the office for immediate reference. 
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The district letter may be placed оп the consumers’ accounts before dispatch, e.g., О 2,006. А number of consumers 
call to settle their accounts, and, for example, Johnson, of Cheapside, comes to pay his account, which is numbered C 2, 006. 
The district letter, reference number, and amount are transferred to a cash-received sheet with a banking column. From 
thia sheet the collector's * C" book is entered. The system has manifold advantages over the old way. The leaves may be 
placed in any convenient order; the system will allow of growth or revision with little trouble. A district book may hold 
190 to 200 consumers’ collection sheets, 8' x 2j", convenient for a large pocket. After single letters are exhausted, 
double letters follow, e. )., AB, AC. 
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EDDY CURRENTS 


Mr. Н. W. TaxLoR, A.M.J.E.E., read a paper on the above 
subject at Birmingham last week before the SourH MIDLAND 
CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEER RS. The 
paper, which daes not lend itself readily to abstracting, 
attacked the problem of the elimination of eddy currents from 
stator conductors in a synthetic rather than an analytical 
manner, with a view to dealing with some of the more ad- 
vanced problems which have demanded consideration in recent 
years. Development of this subject on these lines leads tu an 
approximation, which considerably simplifies the calculation 
of most practical cases. 

In the usual analytical investigation a symbol is taken to 
represent the complex current distribution in the conductor, 
and after operating upon the symbol in accordance with each 
‘physical relation, the result is equated to the original symbol, 
‘thus forming a dillerential equation, the solution of which 
only discloses in general details the nature of the current 
distribution as represented by the svmbol. The exact details 


are subsequently determined from a knowledge of the dis- 
tinctive features of the problem in hand. 

. The synthetical method starts by assuming the distribution 
of current to be uniform, as would be the case 1f the external 
electromotive force were the only one under consideration. 


с а 


(a).—CunnENT DISTRIBUTION DtaGRAM. (b).—MAGNETO-MOTIVE 
Force DiaGRAM. (e)—FLux LINKAGE OR VOLTAGE DIAGRAM. 
(d).—EDDY CURRENT DIAGRAM OF FIRST ORDER. 


It then proceeds to determine the simple algebraical expres- 
sions for the physical quantities which, in turn, would result 
from this uniformly distributed alternative current. It is 
thus possible to calculate a local current in the conductor, 
which can be conceived to be superimposed upon the original 
current in order to satisfy the alternating flux set up by the 
original current. This A. C., whatever its actual value in any 
Jamina, is everywhere 90 deg. out of phase in time with the 
original current. The next procedure is to take the eddy 
current thus found, called the eddy current of the first order, 
and carry through the same processes as were applied to the 
original uniformly distributed A.C., and what may be called 
the eddy current of the second order, which will flow in order 
to satisfy the alternating flux set up by the eddy current 
of the first order, is then found. This second eddy current 
will, in turn, be 90 deg. in time phase behind the first eddy 
current., i.e., it will be in exactly opposite pbase to the 
original uniformly distributed current. In the same way it 
is possible to go on indefinitely calculating successive orders 
of eddy currents, each of which will lag behind the previous 
one by 90 deg. When the calculations have been carried to 
a sufficient extent it will be found that the total resulting 
current is the same as that obtained by the analytical 
method. | 

The value of the present method lies in the fact that for 
most practical cases it 18 only necessary to calculate the eddy 
currents of the first order. 

The simple mathematics for the pro method as applied 
to the simplest case, viz., that for the bottom conductor in 
a slot are then given; the process is indicated graphically in 
fig. 1. 
he distribution of the first order of eddy current across 
the depth of the conductor is parabolic. The extra loss 
factor " is defined as the ratio of the extra loss due to eddy 
currents only to the loss which would arise from uniform 
distribution of current. If all eddy currents beyond the first 
order can be neglected, the calculation of the extra loss 
factor 1s simple. 

When the eddy-current losses in the second conductor are 
considered, it is found, fig. 1, that the flux which passes 
across the conductor depends not only upon the current in 
the conductor itself, but also upon the currents in the con- 
ductors below it. The graphical representation of this ex- 
pression is a parabola of the same form as was found for 
the bottom conductor, with the addition of a straight line, 


IN STATOR WINDINGS. 


the slope of which is proportional to the number of con- 
ductors below the one in question. Further, the height of 
tbe parabola at the end of the conductor is half the height 
of the straight line when drawn for one external conductor, 
fig. 1 с. 

A full appreciation of these points is Important in many of 
the subsequent sections of the paper. 

The limitation to the use of approximate expressions for 
loss factor fully covers the practical range of conductors. 

Under given conditions there is a critical depth of con- 
ductor which gives à minimum loss, which arises out of the 
fact that when this critical depth is exceeded the rate of 
increase of the eddy-loss factor is greater than the rate of 
increase of the depth of the conductor. This point may be 
very conveniently investigated by means of the approximate 
formula proposed, and the argument applies both to in- 
dividual conductors and to the average value of the loss factor 
for all the conductora. 

The author next considers losses in top conductors when 
subjected to the external influence of currents out of phase to 
those they themselves carry. For instance, in a multi-turn 
coil in which there are eight isolated conductors in the same 
slot, the losses in the four bottom conductors are calculated 
in the manner already indicated, as they all carry current 
corresponding to, say, phase a. "The fifth conductor, however, 
carries current of another phase, say, phase b, but is sub- 
jected to the external influence of flux arising from four 
conductors of phase a. Similarly the sixth conductor carries 
current of phase b, but is subjected to the external influence 
of one conductor of phase b and four of phase a, and өо on. 

The losses in a conductor divided into a number of sections 
all connected together at the ends of the conductor are of im- 
portance, since this is the simplest method of minimising the 
eddy losses. The case of the infinitely laminated conductor 
is within the range of the present approximate treatment; 
the extra-loss factor is that of a solid conductor reduced by 
the square of the ratio of the core length to the total length 
of the conductor, i-e., in the ratio 1: b’. The more practical 
case of a finite number of laminations will give rise to an 
extra-loss factor intermediate between the solid and the 
infinitely laminated conductors. An interesting case of un- 
equal sub-division is considered in the original paper where 
adjacent conductors in a bundle of six conductors are unequally 
divided in order that the separate sections may keep tbeir 
proper places during the insulation process. Fig. 2 has been 
plotted from the formule in this section, and relates: (a) 
(full lines) to a conductor divided into Jaminations, namely, 
2, 3, 4, and 5 parts to give the same total depth. Different 
curves relate to the first, second, third, and fourth of such 
conductors from the bottom of the slot. (b) (dotted lines) to 
similarly laminated third and fourth conductors in slots where 
the current in the top conductors differs in phase from that 
in the bottom conductors by 60 deg. 


Extra loss factor K 


Fig. 2.-—Extra Loss Factor iN LAMINATED CONDUCTORS. 


The author next considers in detail some of the cases which 
arise in practice, from which he passes on to the question of 
losses in conductors and coils in which insulated laminations 
are successively transferred. 

The synthetic treatment is applied in the body of the paper 
so far аз to deal with the most practical cases which will 
arise. An appendix is added in which the use of this method 
in the derivation of the complete factors is briefly dealt with. 
and in which the similarity between eddy currents an 
transmission line problems is noticed. In a second appendix 
the author shows how the approximate calculation of irre- 
gularly shaped conductors may be expeditiously carried out 
by developing and calculating step by step an equivalent 
trausmission line from a knowledge of the mechanical shape 
and dimensions of the conductor. 
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DiscussioN AT BIRMINGHAM. 


Mr. F. Н. CLouaH said that with increasing sizes of elec- 
trical machinery, especially turbo-alternators, the size of slot 
had grown very much, and it had become necessary to fully 
understand the causes which produced additional losses in 
the copper conductors so that suitable means could be adopted 
to avoid these losses. The author had in a proper engineering 
way attacked the problem from a physica! aspect, and had 
used mathematics only ae a means of solving the physical 
problems. He had thereby been able to simplify the mathe- 
inatical part of the problem and evolve a method whereby 
practically all types of windings could be calculated compara- 
tively simply. The paper marked a distinct step in progress 
in the design of electrical machinery. 

Mr. R. G. JAKEMAN, after discussing briefly a certain mathe- 
matical feature of the paper, said the expressions constant 
and variable eddy currents looked strange at first, but 
he (the speaker) understood that a constant eddy current 
was one which was uniformly distributed. With regard to 
stranded conductors and the effect of compression on eddv 
currents, if the cable was very highly compressed, it was 
possible for the strands to cut into one another, and so form 
practically a solid conductor. 

Mr. W. M. Cranston explained that the author had brought 
forward one or two methods of crossing over laminations in 
conductors, thereby eliminating to & large extent the eddy 
current loss. That this was of great importance might readily 
be appreciated when it was considered that the only alterna- 
tive at present available was the adoption of & completely 
stranded conductor. The latter to reach its maximum ей- 
ciency should have its strands completely insulated through- 
out the whole of its embedded length, and should have such 
a pitch that a multiple of the pitch would exactly coincide 
with the length of the iron core. In normal practice neither 
of these features was completely obtained, but the resultant 
loss was usually so small that it would be found to be less 
than the eddy-current loss in the individual laminations of 
the interconnected conductor. The stranded conductor, how- 
ever, cost about 50 per cent. more than a solid bar of the 
same dimensions. In large machines this economy would 
go a long way towards paying for the extra connections, and 
might induce manufacturers to adopt the proposed systems 
in spite of increased riek of breakdown due to the multiplica- 
tion of connections. In smaller machines they were content 
to suffer the inconvenience of eddy currents, but designers 


were apt to attach too great importance to the depth of copper 
for minimum loss. With regard to the depth of copper for 
minimum intensity of heat dissipation, the author had given 
valuable figures. These showed that the depth of copper 
might under certain conditions be increased by about 30 per 
cent. with advantage to the machine. Of course, the losses 
in the slots were increased, but the gain on the overhang 
might more than compensate for that, and might result in 
a more efficient and cooler machine. In certain cases even 
this depth might be exceeded with impunity. 

Dr. M. KAHN said the author had given a simple solution 
for each case which might arise by considering only the eddy 
currents of the first order. To neglect the eddy currents of 
higher orders was certainly justified, as an approximate know- 
ledge of the increase of the copper losses wae all that was 
required. In considering the losses in conductors consisting 
of & number of laminations connected solidly together at 
the ends, the statement that the extra-loss factor 1п case 
of an infinitely laminated conductor was reduced by the 
square of the ratio of the core length to the total length of 
the conductor seemed not to be quite correct; it neglected 
the fact that the losses in the part of the conductor outside 
the slot were increased by laminating the conductor. In the 
case of a solid conductor the alternating current was in the 
end winding practically uniformly distributed over the whole 
conductor, and the copper loss there equalled the loss which 
would take place with & corresponding direct current. If 
the conductor were laminated, and the laminations so in- 
sulated that no current could pass from one lamination to 
another, the loss per unit of length in the external part of 
the conductor and in the part of the conductor in the slot 
would be equal. In the case of stranded conductors where 
the strands were arranged in spirals the voltage between the 
various strands was very small, as each strand changed its 
position continuously and completed a cycle of transposition 
in each pitch of the spiral. The resulting voltage between 
strands was smaller than the voltage drop necessary to allow 
current to flow through the surface contacts between the 
various strands. In the case of & laminated conductor where 
the laminations were joined at the end of each half turn the 
voltage between the laminations was higher. Even so, 
surface drop might stil reduce the currents flowjng between 
laminations in the end winding to negligible amounts, if the 
number of laminations was large. If the number of lamina- 
tions was small, or if the ends of the laminations were not 
joined up each half turn, insulation was, of course, essential. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, whieh will be published . 
if considered of sufficient interest. 


A New Brush Holder. 


А new automatically constant pressure brush holder for 
dynamo-electric machines has been recently patented by Mr. 
С. M. Owen, of Langstone,’’ Avenue Road, Abergavenny 
(Mon.), wherewith an attempt is made to obtain a pressure 
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Fie. 1.—CONSTANT-PRESSURE BnvsH Hol DR. 


upon the brush which automatically remains the saine from 
the time the brush is put in new until it is removed worn 
out. No attention or hand regulation is required. The 
arrangement of the mechanism is easily seen from the draw- 
ings, fig. 1; the combination is so designed that the inter- 


action of the spring and the two arms of the lever is such that 
the pressure upon the brush remains substantially constant 
during the wear of the brush. The means for adjusting the 
tension of the spring when desired comprises à threaded plug 
]4 screwed into the spring 8, the thread on the plug corre- 
sponding to the coils on the spring and the plug having a 
threaded extension 15 which is screwed into a saddle piece 16, 
supported in bearings, so as to be rotatable, in the arms 5, 5. 
When the adjusting means is employed the saddle piece 16 
takes the place of the rod 7. The pitch of the thread on the 
plug 14 i8 the same as the pitch of the thread on the exten- 
sion 15. A spring washer 17 and a nut 18 are provided for 
tightening purposes and a clamp 19 is disposed over the out- 
side of the spring and the plug 14. 

In operation, as the brush wears away it descends in the 
frame and the lever 9 moves about its pivotal point. During 
this movement the end of the arm to which the spring is 
attached moves so that the effort of the spring acts at a 
greater distance from the pivotal point, and, though the pull 
of the spring becomes less, due to the movement of the arm, 
the inoment acting on the lever remains substantially con- 
stant during the wearing away of the brush. 

In cases when it may be desirable to alter the tension of 
the spring, the clamp 19 and nut 18 are loosened and the 
plug 14 is screwed into or out of the spring, whereby fewer 
or inore coils of the spring are put into operation as deaired. 
After adjustment, the clamp 19 and nut 18 are tightened. 
The pressure increases slightly from the time the brush is put 
in new until it is half worn out, and then decreases by the 
same amount until the brush is fully worn out. The initial 
and final pressures should, therefore, be equal. The slight 
increase in pressure may be made as small as desired by small 
inereases in the size of the brush holder. 


B.T.H. Workshop Lamp Bracket. 


Although the present tendeney in industrial lighting is to 
rely exclusively on general overhead illumination wherever pos- 
sible, there are still some conditions where it is necessary to 
use additional local unite. The important thing in local light- 
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ing is that the light should come from the right direction. 
This means that the unit must be adjustable and under the 
complete control of the mechanic, because he will probably 
have to change his position or the position of his head and 
hands from time to time, which will generally require a corre- 
sponding alteration in the direction of the light. 

To comply with these requirements the British THOMSON- 
Houston Co., of 77, Upper Thames Street, E.C.4, has de- 


signed an adjustable workshop bracket (fig. 2), which 
consists of a single, double, or triple extension arm, 


each section being made of two pieces of angle steel 
clamped together to form a hollow square tube, through 


Fic. 2.—B.T.H. WorksHorp Bracket. 

which the conductor is threaded. The rear section is 
attached by means of a bolted joint to a projection on the 
cast-iron back-plate, this projection being in turn secured to 
the back-plate by a turntable joint, the combination giving a 
universal movement. The various sections are connected to- 
‘gether by means of bolts and lock nuts, while the reflector 
unit, consisting of reflector, combination cap and gallery and 
lampholder, is attached to the end of the bracket by a 
universal joint. The standard is the double extension bracket 
illustrated, which, when fully extended, is 27 in. in overall 
length. This bracket, which can be fixed to any horizontal, 
vertical or oblique surface, is equipped with a small intensive 
type Mazdalux reflector, fitted with a wire guard, which can, 
if desired, be sealed in position to prevent unauthorised inter- 
ference with the lamp. The bracket can be arranged to 
throw the light in or from any desired direction without alter- 
to retain any ition, but not too stiff for easy movement. 
without loosening the joint nuts, which are just tight enough 
to retain any position but not too stiff for easy movement. 
They can be tightened in an instant should the necessity arise. 


Patent Wiring Connector. 


Mr. J. Dyson, Aldermanbury, Bradford, has recently placed 
a new departure in small wiring connectors upon the market. 
As will be seen from the illustration (fig. 3), both the con- 
nector and the porcelain are slotted, enabling the wire to be 
slipped in without being cut. A grub screw through the top 


Fia. 3.—Moss’s PATENT OPEN SLOT CONNECTOR. 


of the porcelain clamps the branch wire into position. By this 
means it is possible to tap off the main wires while they 
remain in situ. The inventor, Mr. Harry Moss, informs us 
that he designed and made the first models of this connector 
while on active service in France. 


TERRE 


Electricity in the Home.—The results of an interesting 
experiment in domestic electrical installation are reported from 
Glasgow. Two houses were selected, and electricity was installed 
and used exclusively for lighting, heating and household appliances. 
After more than a year, the total costs were calculated and found to 
be £32 per annum in one case, and £35 in the other. The 
occupants of both houses were absolutely satisfled with the resulta, 
and express a preference for electrical methods as being cleaner, 
healthier and more economical, 


PERCENTAGE EFFICIENCY AND POWER FACTOR 


TEXTILE MILL ELECTRIFICATION. 


INDICATIONS of the growing importance of electricity in the 
manufacture of textile goods are afforded day by day by the 
reports of applications by mill owners for the installation of 
electrical power, which are constantly being received. The 
production of textiles requires above all things a careful atten- 
tion to the regulation of machine speeds. There is a certain 
maximum limit to the speed of textile mill machinery which, 
if exceeded, endangers the safety of the yarn and causes 
an enormous amount of trouble. 

On the other hand it is necessary to run machines as near 
to this limit as possible in order to obtain the greatest possible 
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Fic. 1.—Тне ‘ Witton " Loom MOTOR. 


output. Speed variation was a source of considerable 
loss to manufacturers in the days of the uncertain mechanical 
drive, and even with modern non-electrical methods it cannot 
be entirely eliminated, but by the application of a motor drive 
the variation in speed can be reduced to a minimum. 
Another very costly feature of the mechanically (ie,, non- 
electrically) driven mill is thé amount of power lost in trans- 
mission. If the source of power is a steam engine it 1s neces- 
sary to arrange a complicated system of belts and pulleys, 
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Fic. 2.—PERFORANCE CURVES ОР '' WITTON ”’ 
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and probably chains and gears. A mill receiving electricity 
from a central station will probably require a transformer to 
reduce the supply pressure to one applicable to the driving 
motors. This comparison may seen only slightly to favour 
the electrically-driven mill; it is in the intervals between 
working periods that its superiority 1s more pronounced. 


[If the machinery of a steam-driven mill has to be shut 
down for a short interval—up to, sav, two davs—it is usual 
and perhaps advisable to keep the boiler fires banked. ‘This, 
of course, 18 a great waste of fuel—a null provided with 


electrical driving can be shut down without incurring this 
loss. To meet the special conditions occurring in the driving 
of textile mill machinery the General Electric Co., Ltd., has 
designed the “ Witton " motor (fig. 1). This is entirely en- 
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closed to exclude dust апа ecraps of material. It is mounted 
on а mall base plate, and supported at one end by a spring 
which keeps the transmission belt tightened automatically. 
The " Witton motor is made in three sizes—i, }, and 1 
H.. Characteristic curves of performances of a } Н.Р. motor 
of this type are given in fig. 2. It will be seen from this 
record that at half-load the motor's efficiency is 85 per cent. 
At about 60 per cent. of full load ita efficiency rises to 86 per 
cent., and an 80 per cent. efficiency is maintained at full load. 
The question whether to install generators in the mill or to 
take in a supply from an outside undertaking is one that must 
be settled after close investigation of local conditions, and is 
purely a business consideration. 
If. the supply. from a local authority is direct current it is 
usual practice to install rotary converters to effect a change 
to.A.0., providing separate exciters to maintain a constant 
speed during changes in the load. 
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Ес. 3.—ELECTRICALLY-DRIVEN WEAVING SHED. 


It has been found that for various reasons A.C. i8 more 
satisfactory for this class of work than p. C. The chief points 
in the former’s favour are, first, cost of plant in cases where 
plant has to be purchased. Secondly, an А.С. motor runs 
almost synchronously with the generator, which renders the 
speed variation very small compared with a D.c. motor, the 
amount of slip being not more than 5 per cent. from full. 
load to zero. Then the a.c. motor has greater efficiency, and 
requires less and simpler starting gear than a D.C. machine. 
Although the employment of a.c. motors is advisable. it by no 
means follows that D.C. machines cannot be used, in fact cir- 
cumstances will in some cases compel their use. ; 
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Fic. 4.—DOUBLE-FRAME INSTALLATION DRIVEN BY 74-Н.Р. 
| * Wrrron ° MOTORS. 


Small mill alternators with capacities up to 400 KW. may 
be driven by high-speed reciprocating engines, but in larger 
installations the emplovinent of steam turbines has been found 

more satisfactory, as the generators can he direct- 
coupled. minimising the transmission losses. 

Another question which arises upon the installation of 
electrical plant ia whether it is better to provide a separate 
motor for each machine or to drive groups by larger motors. 
2m the efficiency point of view the individual drive is no 
oubt better than the group drive, but the cost of the former 


compared with that of the latter presente a difficulty if 
capital is limited. The absence of overhead gear is one of, 
the many advantages of the direct-drive system; this is very 
clearly illustrated in fig. 3, which is & photograph of & typical 
weaving shed in a large. textile mill, and fig. 4 showing a 
double-frame installation driven by 7$ н.р. '' Witton ” motors. 
We are indebted to the С.Е. Co. for the adjoining illustra- 
tions, which appear in the recently issued Bulletin No. 1l 
bearing the same title as this article. The Bulletin contains a 
great amount of interesting information and 40 illustrations, 
chiefly of textile mills equipped by the G.E. Co. 
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THE FARADAY SOCIETY. 


AN ENGINEERING APPLICATION OF ELECTROLYTIC IRO 
DEPOSITION. | 


At the December meeting of the Faraday Society, LEUT. 
W. A. MACFADYEN described a process that had been worked 
out for the. Electrometallurgical Committee of the Ministry 
of Munitions, and very usefully applied in the war area for 
the repair of aeroplane engines. ‘lhe problem solved waa to 
evolve a simple and reliable workshop method for obtaining 
thick, hard, adherent deposits of iron on steel mechanism 
parts which had been overmachined or worn down in a few: 
places, so as to save them from the scrap heap. Existing 
electrolytic processes chiefly used for refining had to be re- 
jected, for practical reasons; for example, they made use of 
hot solutions or solutions that could not easily be made up 
or replaced. Finally, а simple concentrated aqueous. solution 
of ferrous ammonium sulphate was adopted, of acidity not 
exceeding 0.005 normal, and a current density of nearly 25 
aniperes per sq. ft. could be reliably employed at normal 
teluperatures to ns hard, sinooth, adhesive deposits. From 
such a solution heated to 65 deg. C., but with 0.02 normal 
free acid present, reguline deposits could be obtained. at 200 
amp. per sq. ft. The solutions were found to deteriorate 
after à few montha' use, on account of the accumulation of 
organic impurities. Boiling expelled these substances and 
renovated the solutions, but later it was found that the 
presence of finely-divided wood charcoal in suspension ab- 
sorbed the organic matter continuously, and prevented the 
deposition of momentary deposits of hydroxides—the supposed 
cause of the inferior deposits. The photographs appended 
to the paper strikingly illustrate the effect of the presence of 
the charcoal in suspension. 

Adhesion to the articles covered was secured either by the 
common method, of an intermediate copper coating from a 
hot cyanide bath, or else by thoroughly cleaning the cathodes, 
either chemically or electrolytically. In the latter case, i.e., 
direct deposition on to the steel base, heat treatment could 
be applied to the deposits, and annealing the article and 
deposit above the A, point (at 950 deg. O.) strongly welded 
the two together. Subsequent case-hardening and heat treat- 
ment gave a surface quite fitted for severe mechanical con- 
ditions, and photomicrographs of sections of the deposit 
showed that the line of demarcation between base and deposit. 
to have been entirely eliminated. | | 

In course of the discussion, if was made clear that the 
poor mechanical qualities of electro-deposited metals are fre- 
quently due to occluded hydrogen. In the case of some metals, 
c.g., copper ‘‘ annealing ” in an oil-bath at quite а low tem- 
perature is sufficient to expel the gas and enormously improve 
the physical properties of the deposits. 

It is clear that a useful future awaits the application of 
processes like that of Lieut. Macfadyen in the engineering 
works or repair shop. On this the opinion at the meeting was 
unanimous. 

THE ELECTROLYTIC PRODUCTION ок SODIUM PERCHLORATE. 


Sodium perchlorate is now produced commercially by elec- 
trolvsing the chlorate solution between a platinum anode and 
an iron cathode. In а paper contributed to Mr. J. GuiLFOYLE 
WILLIAMS, it was stated that better results are obtained at 
higher teinperatures and current densities than those given in 
the text books. For example. at 60 deg. C. the production of 
1 kilo: NaClO, requires only about 3 kilowatt-hours, as 
against 3.6 in the accepted practice, and the frequent addi- 
tion of hydrochloric acid to keep down the alkalinity still 
further improves the efficiency. | ee 

THE MEASUREMENT OF PHYSICAL PROVERTIFES AT HIGH 
TEMPERATURES. 

No more difficult problem confronts the practical physicist 
than the testing of the refractory materials used in furnace 
construction, and in high-temperature apparatus generally. 
under the conditions to which they have in practice to stand 
up. Мг. A. Grorce Tarrant described to the Society very 
carefully thought-out pieces of apparatus which he has. de- 
signed for measuring thermal expansion, conductivity, and 
tensile strength. For the first of these, the principle adopted 
is to heat a cylinder 4 in. bv 3 in. diameter of the material 
under test in a tubular graphite sheath, and measure tha 
expansion of the test piece relative to the tube. The expan- 
sion js magnified by the motion of a lever actuated by a 
long plunger attached to the test piece and extending con- 
siderably above the top end of the vertical nichrome-wound 
electric furnace, which furnishes the source of beat. 
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For measuring tensile strength, the Harker type of epiral 
graphite tube furnace was employed, as in this temperatures 
up to 1,700-1,800 deg. O. were attained. Fig. 1 shows the 
general character of the apparatus, and indicates the arrange- 
mente for clamping and stressing the test piece. The point 


of fracture was localised by reducing the diameter of the 
test piece at the centre, as shown at 4. Otherwise the bar 
was at its weakest and broke outside the hottest zone of the 


furnace. The simpler device shown in fig. 2 was used for ' 


tests at lower temperatures, and this apparatus was of great 
practical use during the war. 

In the measurements of thermal conductivity, the author 
—as many before him—did not succeed (before the war ab- 
ruptly terminated his experiments) in obtaining absolute 
figures that might be of general пзе. But several ingenious 
attempts were made, and an electrical and a gas-heating 
method are described which are well worthy of attention by 
others engaged on similar measurements. A rough thermo- 
scopic method deecribed was found to suffice for routine works 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters reoeived by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our vossession, 


Technical Books: Some Thoughts and a Suggestion. 


That of making many books there is no end appears 
no less true of technical books than of other b ea of 
literature. But the limitation of the time and money of the 
engineer or student, who desires to learn his profession or 
to keep in touch with the latest theory or practice, ig much 
more determinate. 

When to the host of new books that are poured forth are 
added reprints (without any additions) of books that were 
firet ү many years ago, it seems time that a protest 
should be made. 

On a subject such as electrical engineering, which has 
made tremendous strides in theory, and perhaps even more 
in practice, a book published, say, in 1900, is largely out of 
date, and the mere reprinting of it appears to me to be 
almost taking advantage of ignorance. 

When the date is nowhere mentioned in the book, the 
student has not even the consolation of knowing that he is 
buying an old book. One would like to see it made compulsory 
to insert the date of writing, or first publication, in every 


Then the new (and old) books on any eubject overlap one 
another, and gen y endeavour always to start at the ele- 
men theory, wherever they may end, so that the pur- 
chaser has to pay for many parts of his reading two or three 
times over. 

Now, my suggestion is that in these days of standardising 
committees, yet another should be formed representative, 
say. of the technical institutions, colleges, Press, publishers, 
and, lastly (but not least), of the gentleinen who write tech- 
nical ks. 

These should then agree on suitably graded series of books 
on the various branches of engineering, one book of a series 
leading to another more advanced. 

They should be produced as cheaply as possible in the 
first instance, later they would doubtless become во, owing 
to their larger sale. 

Periodically the comiuittees should meet to revise the books, 
which might be done by adding a supplement from time to 
time, until sufficient alterations and additions warranted the 
book being rewritten. 

When such a time came, no more reprints of the old one 
would, of course, be issued. 


Thus, for a reasonable outlay, students and engineers could 
possess a library of technical books, up-to-date, of known 
contents, and not overlapping. | 

At present such a thing is quite beyond the purse of the 
young engineer or student. 

A. C. Purday. 


London, S.W. 
January lOth, 1920. 


Theatre Heating by Electricity. 


Having had several years' experience in the heating of 
buildings by steam, hot water, hot air, &c., I found your 
article in a recent issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW on the 
heating of the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith, by electric 
radiators most interesting. 

The advantages claimed for the system are great, i.e., low 
installation cost, reliability, efficiency, simplicity, ease of con- 
trol, &c., and it will be interesting to learn whether, after a 
practical test of, say, six months' working, all these advan- 
tages, together with low running and maintenance cost, can 
still be claimed. 

In the light of past experience I certainly consider that 
the electro-steam radiator 1s the best thing struck yet in the 
way of electrical heating, but it at once Tus it on а par with 
any ordinary steam-heated radiator, and has all the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of the latter. One of the 
great disadvantages of steam meeting is its well-known 
tendency to burn or dry the heated air to the extent 
of being quite irritating to the throat; frequently 
humidifying trays have to be attached to radiators to 
correct the fault. The electro-steam radiator should, how- 
ever, enable manufacturers to give some reliable data regard- 
ing its heating capacity, such as the transmission of British 
thermal units per square foot of radiator surface hour. 
Such data have hitherto been unprocurable from the manu- 
facturers of electric radiators. Even when the number of 
B.Th.U. required for the heating of any building is known, 
it is difficult to decide on the number and size of electric 
radiators required owing to the lack of reliable data. Assum- 
ing that the electric radiators are cheaper to i than a 
system of hot-water heated radiators, with a coke-fired boiler, 
there remains the question of running and maintenance costs; 
the cost of maintenance of the electric radiators will largely 
depend on the life of the nickel-chrome wire heating elements, 
which may, or may not, require frequent renewal; the main- 
tenance costs of a hot-water heating apparatus, if carefully 
installed, will be nil for several years, with the exception 
perhaps of a few new fire bars for the boiler. It is well to 
remember also that the hot-water heating does not burn the 
air in the way that steam and open-element type electric 
radiators do. As to running costs, it would ap that when 
all radiators are working at the Lyric Theatre the total energy 
consumption will be about 40 units hourly. I do not suppose 
that the hourly B.Th.U. given off by the 37 electric radiators 
in the Lyric exceeds 200,000; and taking the practical value 
of coke at 6,000 B.Th.U. per lb. (which is readily obtained 
with a boiler efficiency of 60 per cent.) we find that 33 Ib. of 
coke would be required hourly for the same B.Th.U., making 
a total daily coke consumption of 264 Ib., or say 24 cwt., 
obviously much cheaper than energy at 2d. per unit; add to 
the cost of coke an attendant's wages and the daily running 
cost would still be under £1 per day. In the case of a 
theatre very little heat will be required when the building 
is packed with people, as the air readily becomes warm and 
vitiated, but I venture to state that only a very small pro- 
portion of the theatres in the country are steam heated, hot- 
water heating or warm air systems being largely adopted. 
Ventilation is usually a difficult problem in the theatre, but 
for the best results heating and ventilating are inseparable. 
It is stated that the ventilation at the Lyric is now receiving 
attention; should this result in an increased air change, then 
in all probability the energy bill will also be increased. I 
consider much more will be possible in electric heating in the 
near future, particularly if the cost of energy comes down 
to, say, 0.5d. per unit, but before that happens, coal and coke 
must also come down in price. In the meantime electric 
radiators may be successfully applied in many instances, 
especially where intermittent heating will suffice and first cost 


is а consideration. 
J. W. Hitchcock. 
January 16th, 1920. 


[Most of the data required by our correspondent are given 
in the urticle to. which he refers. The cheapness of inetalla- 
tion is not an assumption; it is a fact. The purchasers in- 
forined us that the cost was about one-third of that of a hot- 
water system to give the same results. The coke-fired fur- 
nace cannot be started and stopped at pleasure, whereas it 18 
stated in the article that the electric radiators are used for 
six hours daily, and the efficiency of the latter must in thia 
case be 100 per cent. The price of electrical energy for heat- 
ing in Hamanersimith is 1.54. per unit with discounts + 25 per 
cent., aud the running cost is stated by the purchaser to be 
half that of the gas-heating system, which was discarded 
because it failed to do its work. 

On account of the pressure on our space we have been 
obliged to shorten our correspondent’s letter. EDS. ELEC. 
REv.] 
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The Coal Muddle. 


Ав it seems useless to protest to the Government with refer- 
ence to their idiotic vote-catching ''stunts," of which the 
108. rebate is the finishing touch, I suggest that the Elec- 
trical and Gas Associations should get together and try 
" passive resistance’’ by refusing to claim any rebate or 
allow any rebate to their consumers. They will save money 
and an enormous amount of work by doing this. The con- 
sumer will, of course, have to pay a trifle more for his elec- 
tricity and a trifle less in taxation, so that although he will 
" grouse '' he will on the average be no worse off. 


Borough Electrical Engineer. 
January 17th, 1920. 


Awards Delayed. 


Being a constant reader and a mechanic, I should like 
to bring before your notice the reason of much of the dis- 
content of the present day, not always caused by the work- 
men, but more often by the employers. Holding no brief 
for either, I believe in square dealing. Why is it that the 
L.C.C. tramways dilly and dally with red tape and officialdom 
hefore paying different sections the awards? It is hard to 
define, no other employers could approach them. In 1917-18 
an award was made to be paid from October. Some got 
it, others who were justly entitled to it did not until Feb- 
ruary, 1918, being only paid from then. Why so much letter 
writing to one official and another? Even the present day 
awards make practical inen tired. These are things that the 
outside public know nothing of, and it is time so much 
oficialdom was inquired into, as it gives rise to much dis- 
content. 

C. R. 


— 


A ' Live " Lorry. 


I was very much amused and interested to see under your 
heading of Notes ” the account of a live lorry at Walsall. 

| have à Foden steam wagon under my care, and have 
experienced similar surprises in the shape of severe shocks 
upon touching the metal parts after its return from a trip. I 
may say I too was somewhat puzzled until one day the 
baier inspector happened to be making one of his calls. 
Before going too near he asked where the safety chain 
was. 

Noticing that I did not quite understand his meaning, he 
explained the necessity of having attached to the metal 
underframe a small piece of chain which would trail along 
the ground, and by so doing relieve any person from nasty 
shocks which he had experienced only too often. 

It must be explained that this only applies to those wagons 
which have rubber tires. I take it that the entire wagon 18 
insulated from the ground, and that a static charge is gene- 
rated by the constant blowing-off of steam from the safety 
vaive, as no matter what one might tell these drivers, they 
always like to see that blow going on; they know they 
bave ''a little to spare," as they put it. 

It would be interesting to know whether the Walsall Foden 
was rubber-tired; if so, was the safety chain in order—or 
lost—on that particular trip? It has a knack of leaving 
itself on the road, through wear. 

J. G. Paterson. 
. Warlingham, Surrey. 
January 19th, 1990. 


With reference to your note in the last issue on a steam 
wagon реш charged with electricity whilst standing in 
the roadway. once heard of a similar occurrence, but in 
this case the explanation given was that the friction of the 
steam issuing from the safety valve had caused the metal 
parts of the vehicle to become charged with static electricity, 
and as the wagon was mounted on rubber-tired wheels, the 
charge could not escape to earth, hence any person touching 
the engine would receive a shock. 

Stuart F. Philpott. 

Birmingham. 

January 19th, 1920. 


The Marconi International Code. 


Having had some years’ experience of both using and con- 
structing telegraphic codes, read with much interest 
"C. H. C.'s able review of the Marconi International 
Code (THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW of December 96th, 1919). 

It would appear that C. H. C." was very favourably im- 
pressed with the greater part of the code, but is not во en- 
thugiastic as regards the '' Numerical System.“ 

It js agreed bv all who use codes that the three principal 
eEds for which the compiler of a code should strive are :— 


(a) Economy in transmission. 

(bó) Simplicity and rapidity of use. 

(с) Safety in transmission. 

Re (a), the compilers of the code claim to effect considerable 
economy over existing codes, and C. H. C." in this con- 
nection only remarks that A check which has to be worked 


out for each code word not only adds complications and 
increases the work of coding and de-coding, but decreases 
economy to the extent of the check syllable. As regards the 
last portion, surely ‘‘C. Н. C." hae overlooked the fact that 
the final syllable in the system under criticism, in addition 
to acting as a check, can be made to convey any one of 23 
85 meanings which are in frequent use, e.g., C. I. F., 
F. O. B., for immediate shipment," 60 days’ eight, &c. 
This I believe to be an entirely new departure in codes, and 
it will consequently be seen that C. H. C.’s remark (a little 
lower down in his review) that, The fifth syllable then 
confirms this check figure in the usual manner," although in 
a way true, hardly does justice to the code. As regards the 
question of complications and increased work in ing (see 
also (b) above), with the expenditure (once and for all) of 
a very few minutes’ preliminary study of the tables and 
explanations, the use of the numeral system becomes not 
only a very simple matter, but quicker in actual use and 
appreciably inore economical than any other code I know. 

nder heading (c) comes C. H. C.’s’’ principal alleged 
weakness. 

In theory, the more usual mutilations which occur in 
transit should be caused by the omission, the addition, or 
the . of a Morse dot or dash,” but my own experience 
and that of many other users of codes with whom I have 
discussed the matter on frequent occasions, has satisfied me 
that in only a small percentage of cases is an error in trans- 
mission due to one of these causes. Possibly this is due to 
telegraphists being carefully trained and warned against these 
obvious errors. Many codes contain voluminous tables show- 
ing the probable mutilations of single letters and two-letter 
syllables, but I have yet to meet any de-coder who hae ever 
really profited by them. 

If absolute safety in transmitting figures is essential, then 
the entire telegram can be repeated (i.c., sent twice) automa- 
tically; the cable companies charge only quarter rates for 
such repetition, and even if every message were so repeated 
there would still be an appreciable saving in cost in com- 
parison with employing most existing codes, as well as a 
large saving in time of both coding and de-coding. In prac- 
tice, however, it would meet all possible contingencies 1f 
the single code word which conveys the numerals were itself 
sent twice over in the original telegram. 

It is a little difficult to grasp what is C. H.'C.'s ” attitude 
towards ''checks." In one place he falls foul of the use of 
a check, whilst in another he apparently holds ap as an ideal 
some code which employs “a simple double check.” 

On the whole, I deduce that C. H. C.“ is drawing a com- 
parison between the numerical system of the Marconi code 
and an ideal (but as yet unattainable) perfect system, and 
not between the Marconi and any existing code. Taking the 
ideals to be aimed at in a code as economy, rapidity, and 
safety, it is an easy matter to produce & code which is prac- 
tically perfect under one of these headings; a fair approxima- 
tion to perfection can be obtained by devoting attention to 
two only and ignoring the third; but for all normal work in 
which all three factors have necessarily to be taken into 
consideration, the Marconi code is, in my opinion. far ahead 
of all existing codes, and has the further great commercial 
advantages of rendering the telegram equally intelligible in 
nine languages, and of employment also for conducting and 
translating foreign correspondence. 


January 18th, 1990. 


[We regret that we have been compelled to shorten thia 
letter considerably.—Ebps. ELEC, Rev.) 


Code Enthusiast. 


The Lesco’’ Lampholder. 


Without wishing to enter into any controversy or express 
an opinion on the merits or. otherwise of the above lamp- 
holder, there is a staternent in Mr. Hope's letter in your 
issue of January 16th, that interests us. He says There is 
more metal in the Lesco holder than in the best quality Eng- 
lish holders.“ 

The complete brass case of our Cordgrip lampholder is half 


an ounce heavier than the Lesco."' 


For J. H. Tucker & Co., Ltd., 


W. J. Lins, 
Chief of Technical and Design Department. 
Birmingham, January 17th, 1920. 


Му attention has been drawn to Mr. Turnbull’s letter to 
the ELectnicaL Review regarding the above, and, being the 
patentee of another lamp holder, I would like the opportunity 
of making it clear to your readers that although some of 
the features in my holder (the Scot lamp holder) appear 
to have been followed in the Lesco lamp holder, the 
defects pointed out by Mr. Turnbull do not exist in the 
“Scot” holder, the barrel of which is in one piece. 

My patents were granted between February, 1917, and 
May, 1919, between which dates Mr. Vernon Hope and others 
(the promotera of Lesco, Ltd.) entered into prolonged nego- 
tiations with me for a licence to enable them to construct 
lamp holdera under my patents. 'These negotiations were, 
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however, broken off by the said promoters towards the end 
of May, 1919, and & few weeks later provisional patents, 
under which: the Lesco" holder is manufactured, were 
applied for by Mr. Hope. 

I write in order to avoid the possibility of any confusion 
between the Lesco and the Scot lamp holder, and 
I wil be pleased to send a sample of the latter holder to 


anyone interested. 

pe A. Peden Rutherford. 
Leith. 
January 12th, 1920. 


We read with interest the correspondence regarding the 
Lesco holder, which no doubt is ingenious. We do not 
think there is anything against the weight-carrying parts, as 
the indentations should carry any shade intended for the ordi- 
nary C.G.S.C. holder. 

As regards the corrosion which Mr. Turnbull quotes, this is 
liable to happen to any metal holder, and if these are over- 
looked in damp positions, one can only expect falling shades, 
&c. A little grease and attention will remedy this point. 
Now we come to the interior, and from the sample supplied 
to us we find that the contacts being on the one spring do 
not adapt themselves to the lamp contacts, as is the case with 
the ordinary holder, in which the separate plungers will make 
contact with any uneven contacta of the lamp. If the Lesco 
holder had these plungers we think it would be an advantage. 


‚ Ardwick, Manchester, Н. Wogan & Co. 
5 January 17th, 1920. 


a 
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S D Hops v. WEBB. 
[THe E. T. U. AND THE N. A. S. E.] 
(Continued from p. 76.) 


FURTHER evidence was given on Tuesday, January 13th, the 
cross-examination of Mr. Tyler being continued by Mr. 
Ounliffe, K. C. He said that the E. T. U. would not accept 
the code of rules arranged by his society, and the men went 
out on strike. That was in 1914. 

Mr. BANISTEB, the hon. secretary of the N. A. S. E., was the 
next witness called, and in the course of his examination by 
Mr. Hughes, said that the N. A. S. E. was not formed with 
& view to interfering in trade disputes, but it became a trade 
union in 1918, since which period it had power to take part 
in trade disputes. The Society had 17 hon. members, five 
of whom were contractors, but they were not allowed to 
attend any of the meetings except the educational lectures. 

In cross-examination by Mr. CUNLIFFE, witness said that 
the N.A.S.E. did not support the masters in 1914. It was 
not: then a trade union. 

The plaintiff next gave evidence generally bearing on the 
counsel's opening statement in regard to the occurrences on 
October 13th. Until then, he said, there had been no dispute 
and no complaints had been made by the men. | 

In cross-examination, the witness said that when he went 
to Watford on the job, he asked one of the Watford men 
whether Watford was in the London district, and what were 
the local rates, and the man to whom he had spoken wrote 
them down on a slip of paper and handed them to him. He 
had not seen the defendant before October 13th. and there 
was no reason why the defendant should have any ill feelmg 
against him. 

Mr. CUNLIFFE, in opening the defendant’s case, submitted 
that there was nothing for him to answer. The right of a 
man to dispose of his labour as he pleased was merely the 
correlative right of other men to dispose of their labour as 
they pleased, and there was nothing to prevent their refusing 
to work with other men, if they so desired. The words alleged 
to have been used bv the defendant, if they were used. were 
merelv a statement that the plaintiff would lose his livelihood. 
and there was no threat. It was. said counsel, obvious that 
the N.A.S.E. if not really a masters’ union was protecting 
the interests of the masters. Men had a perfect right to 
refuse to work witb non-unionists, and the defendant was en- 
titled to do as he bad done, even if there had never been 
any dispute as to working hours. 

The defendant, in the course of his evidence, said that the 
first he had heard of any dispute at Delectaland was when 
a deputation came from the Watford branch to the London 
District. Council and made complaints. Thev made three com- 
plaints about the terms on which Messrs. Tyler & Freeman's 
men were employed, When he went to Delectaland on Octo- 
ber 13th he had a talk with the men before he saw Hodges, 
and they joined the E.T.U. When Hodges came down he 
(defendant) asked him whether he was a member of the 
^E.T.U., and he said that he was not, but that he was a 
‘member of the N.A.S.E. He (witness) thereupon pointed out 
to him that the N.A.S.E. was not a recognised trade union, 
‘and asked him to join the E.T.U.. which he declined to do. 
Upon that he (witness) went back to the other men, and 
told. them that Hodges had refused to join the E.T.U., and 
‘that under the circumstances he had no option but to call 
‘them out. 


On January 14th the defendant was further examined in 
chief, and in reply to counsel, said it was untrue that he 
adopted a dictatorial attitude or endeavoured to intimidate 
Mr. Hodges. Nor did he shake his finger in Hodges's face. 
He might, however, have made an “ oratorical” gesture. 
He tried to persuade hun to join the E.T.U., and 60 avoid 
further trouble, and he did tell шш that һе was not prepared 
to join he (defendant) would have no option but to withdraw 
the union шешіег8 from the Job. He had never seen or heard 
of Hodges before, and bore him no animosity. Не was sent 
to Watford to investigate complaints as to the employment 
of non-unionists, as to hours, and rates of pay, and to try 
and make peace. There were over 50, 00 members of the 
E.T.U., and he could fill à book with reasons why the E.T.U. 
could not recognise the N.A.S.E. 

In cross-examimation by Mr. HuGues, defendant said that 
he did not tell the plaintiff that he would have to get off 
the job unless he joined the E.T.U., but he did explain that 
his refusal to join might result in his having to leave the 
Job. He told the man ' not to be an ass." Plaintiff said 
that he had an old E. T. U. ticket at home. and on being asked 
why he had joined he replied ‘* Compulsion.” Не was not 
in the habit of using the expression to inen. who refused to 
join the E. T. U.— ГИ take away your livelihood.” | 

Counsel read a letter from the witness to a foreman named 
Branscombe, who had signified his intention of leaving the 
E. T. U., asking him to reconsider his decision, and stating 
that if be persisted in leaving the union he would placard 
his name throughout the districts telling all members of the 
union to refuse to obey his orders as foreman. He also wrote 
that i8 the event of refusal to rejoin he would wherever pos 
sible hound him from the trade. 

The hearing was continued on January löth. 

Mr. WEBB, in further cross-examination, said he had the 
power to call out E. T.U. men from Jobs where N.A.S.E. men 
were eluploved. If Mr. Hodges had consented to join the 
E. T. U. the other inatters at issue could have been discussed. 

Witness, in reply to a question by the Judge, said he waa 
prepared to admit frankly that if the plaintiff joined 
another firm and still refused to become a member of the 
E.T.U. the workers belonging to that union would be with 
drawn from any Job on which the plaintiff was working. 

Evidence was then given as to discontent alleged to have 
prevailed amongst the men working at Delectaland, and with 
that the case for the defence closed. 

Mr. СсмикеЕ, K.C., addressing the Court on the whole >f 
the evidence, said that in the action there had been a deter- 
mined and deliberate challenge of the rights of trade unionists 
to refuse to work with non-unionists. This challenge went to 
the root not merely of trade union rights and privileges. but 
also of the rights of every free man in the country. If tbe 
action succeeded it would, he contended, be impossible for 
any trade unionist, or indeed for any man or woman, fo 
refuse to work with any other nian or woman without ex- 
posing himself or herself to litigation of this kind. The 
allegation of coercing the employers reminded him, said 
counsel, of the Irish landlord, who, on his attention being 
called to a threat by Fenians to shoot his agent, remarked 
lf these people imagine they can intimidate me by shooting 
my agent, they are mistaken." He submitted that it was 
not unreasonable for workmen to object to work with mem- 
bers of the National Association of Supervising Electricians. 
an association which consisted of managers, and had as 
honorary members masters pure and simple. The ЕТО. 
refused to recognise Mr. Hodges's society as a genuine work- 
men's society. They regarded it as a society which was seek- 
ing federation with the E.T.U., when it was in point of fact 
a satellite of the Masters’ Association. At the time of tbe 
trouble at Watford there had been an active and continuing 
dispute as to the working hours and rates of pay, as well as 
in regard to working with non-unionists. The latter was the 
chief question with which the Court was concerned, and he 
contended that the defendant was rightly justified in what ле 
had done. | 

Counsel then proceeded to deal at length with the various 
authorities recording decisions bearing upon the point 1n 
question, and argued that his Lordship had to decide whether 
there had or had not been a trade dispute within the meaning 
of the provisions of the Act of 1906. It would, he said, be 
enough if it had only been a dispute as to the employment 
trade unionists. But it went further than that. as & meeting 
had been called to decide whether unionists should be com- 
pelled to work with non-unionists. It was a dispute in re 
gard to the particular class of individuals of whom Hodges was 
one. | 
His Lornsutp said that the dispute referred to in the Act 
meant that there must be a dispute with the employers, but 
in this case there was no dispute between Mr. Tyler and the 
union, because at the time of Mr. Webb's visit they had nof 
approached each other. 

Mr. CuNriFFFE. said that there was a dispute immediately the 
etrike waa called. There was a controversy going on 88 
whether unionists should be compelled to work with non- 
unionists, and everyone knew about it. It was not essentia 
that there should be a strike or even a dispute at a particular 
place. His submission was that the dispute was not only 8 
dispute between employers and workers, but a dispute be- 
tween workmen and workmen. inasmuch as it was a dispute 
between members of the E.T.U. and the N.A.S.E. The Act 
was undoubtedly intended to give the widest conditions of 
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to workpeople as to the terms of their employment, 
and the question was whether compelling a man to work 
with а non-unionist was a condition of employment cantem- 
plated by the Act. He contended that the dispute that was 
going on at the Watford works was a trade dispute within 
the meaning of the Act. It could not be said that defendant 
was coercing the masters by what he had done, as when he 
went to Watford there was undoubtedly a dispute going on 
between Mr. Tyler and his men. Whatever test wae to be 
applied, whether it was a test of there being a broad and 
general dispute as to the working with non-unionists, or a 
dispute as to the working of the E.T.U. with the N.A.S.E., 
it was enough for his purpose if he was able to establish that 
there was & dispute going on between the masters and men, 
and it was impossible to say that what Mr. Webb had done 
was not an act done in furtherance of a dispute existing at 
the time. It was said that he had done something vhi h 
interfered with the right of the plaintiff to dispose of his 
labour a8 he willed. | | 

His LoRDSHIP: An interference with his employment. 

Mr. Cunliffe said that both meant the same thing, but there 
really was no interference with his employment, as Mr. Tyler 
was entitled to give him notice, and he did so. 

His LonpsHIP: Supposing a man induces an employer to 
break a contract of employment by means of a threat to shoot 
him if he does not do so, would that come within the Act 
and not be actionable? 

Mr. CUNLIFFE said that so far as the threat to shoot was 
concerned he could get an injunction, but not because the 
object was to peng about a breach of contract. The man 
could be punished for threatening. As а criminal offence he 
could be brought before a Criminal Court, but so far as the 
civil remedy was concerned the Court might be asked for ап 
injunction to restrain the man from repeating the threat. 
His submission was that the act of the defendant was in 
е of a trade dispute, and that no action could be 
brought. 

At the conclusion of the learned counsel's speech, which had 
occupied two days, the hearing was adjourned. 

The hearing was continued on Monday and Tuesday, when 
counsel for Mr. Hodges summed up the plaintiff's case on the 
facts and the Jaw. He (Mr. Purchase, in the absence of Mr. 
Hughes, K.C.) argued that if the case were decided against 
the plaintiff it would put an end to all liberty of action on the 
part of workmen, who would simply be as putty in the hands 
of a secretary of a powerful trade union. He denied the 
suggestion of Mr. Cunliffe, on behalf of the defendant, that 
the N.A.S.E. was not a genuine workmen’s trade union but 
a masters’ union. The evidence, he said, showed that it was 
not a masters’ union. As to the allegation of the existence of 
з trade dispute, he argued that in face of Mr. Tyler's evidence 
that in other works in which he was engaged there were 
J. A. S. E. working with E. T. U. men, it could not be said that 
there was an active dispute in existence on the question 
whether N. A. S. E. and E. T. U. men should work together. 
The plaintiff, he said, had a common law right to dispose of 
his labour as he pleased, and he submitted that the defendant 
had interfered with him in that right. and that he had suffered 
loss in consequence. What the defendant had done was action- 
able before the passing of the Trade Disputes Act, and that 
Act did not protect him now. There was no evidence in this 
case that there was a trade dispute within the meaning of 
Section 3 of the Act, and even if there had been there was no 
evidence that what was done had been done in furtherance of 
the dispute. In conclusion, he characterised the action of the 
defendant as а malicious vendetta ’’ against the plaintiff, 
because he refused to renounce his rights and privileges in 
the N. A. S. E. and join the E.T.U., and said that defendant by 
calling out the employés had coerced the employers. 

His Lordship reserved judgment. | 


Prosecution UNDER THE Factory ACTS. 


At Glasgow on January 15th, Grindley, Ross & Co., Ltd., 
electrical engineers, Bridgeton, Glasgow, were charged at the 
instance of Mr. W. D. Kirkwood, Н.М. Inspector of Factories, 
with having failed to efficiently protect electric wires used 
lor lighting supply in the premises of James Allan, Senior & 
Sons, Ltd., Lambhill Iron Works, Glasgow, in consequence 
of which John McKay, 16 years of age, was killed on 
Ад 13th last. A plea of Not guilty " was tendered. 
Pron the evidence submitted it appeared that a temporary 
installation had been carried out to give light to two punch- 
I? machines. Owing to the presence of a crane, overhead 
ichting was not feasible, and the respondents’ electrician 
Paced the cable on the ground between the machines. The 
voltage was, roughly 240 a.c. On August 13th McKay, while 
“aking to one of the machines, stepped on to some iron 
Pates which were on top of the electric wire and received а 
Muck from which he died. Two other workers also sustained 
shocks, one of them being thrown off his feet and rendered 
елке for a time. : 
е respondents’ representative stated that after the acci- 
10 curred he disapproved of the way the job had been 
155 The wire should have been overhead or laid in con- 
Ut- underground. Had he known how it was placed he 
Would ae id 1 wire removed. Whether temporary or 
‚ 16 was dangerous. Е 
For respondents, an agent argued that the firm baving 


employed a journeyman electrician on the work the fault did 


not lie with them. Their employé had no authority to break 


the regulations. : 
The SHERIF expressed sympathy with this view, but said 
the mere fact that respondents chose to perform their contract 
through a workman would not relieve them of responsibility. 
The fault was entirely with their employé, who had betrayed, 
an utter recklessness of the lives of fellow workmen. So far 
as the respondents were concerned, their’s was a tec 
offence. He imposed on them a fine of £15, with 45 
expenses. au 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES, тр. v. SIMPSON, 


In the King’s Bench Division, on January 16th, plaintiffs, of 
Wandle Bank, Wimbledon, brought an action before Mr. 
Justice Rowlatt to recover the sum of £141 17s. 9d. for dry 
batteries and torches sold and delivered to Mr. Ralph Dar- 
lington Simpson, of Leadenhall Street, under contract during 
August and November, 1918. Defendant’s case was that the 
plaintiffs failed to perform their contract to deliver batteries 
with the cases, and he counter-claimed for £299 odd as 
damages. The evidence was mainly directed to the question 
of accounts between the parties, and his LORDSHIP, in giving 
judgment, said the case really fell into two parts arising 
mainly out of the counter-claim. One of the items was for 
the non-delivery of 2,000 bull dog torches and refills, and it 
was quite clear defendant was entitled to some damages for 
that, as there was a profit to be made on these things. He 
thought the defendant had been very bardly treated, as he got 
cases but could not get batteries for them, and therefore 
suffered serious loss, He had to make guess at the damage 
suffered, but the result of his judgment was that plaintiff was 
entitled to £133 9s. 9d. on the claim, and defendant must 
have judgment entered for him on the counter-claim for £150. 


GRAHAM v. HoLME ELECTRIC LIGHTING Co. 


AT the Holmfirth County Court, on January 14th, Mesars, 
J. W. & R. Graham, electrical engineers, Huddersfield, sought 
to claim from the Holme Electric Lighting Co. for work done 
in connection with the company'e electricity undertaking, 
and there was а counter-claim by the company for £36 158, 
for breach of contract. Messrs. Graham alleged that they had. 
carried out certain work in connection with the installation 
of electric lighting at a village near to Holmfirth, where the 
plant is driven by water power. This work was not in tha. 
contract. "i 

The Holme Electric Lighting Co., in their counter-claim for 
breach of contract, alleged that the plaintiff company had, 
not carried out their contract. Messrs. Graham denied 
liability, and paid a certain sum into court. Defendants con-. 
tended that they had been relieved of certain work by the 
chairman of the company. : ig 

His Honour, in giving judgment, found for the plaintiffs 
for £1 lle, in addition to the £37 6s. 8d. which they had 
paid into court, and disallowed the counter-claim. 


British THoMsoN-HovsToN Co., Ip. 
WORES. 


Tuis case, in which plaintiffs ask for an injunction restrainin 
defendants from infringing Letters Patent No. 10,918, and 
asking for damages or an account of profits and delivery up 
of any 8 articles, was commenced before Mr. Justice 
Sargant in the Chancery Division on Tuesday. The defence 
was a denial of infringement. 


v. Corona LAur 


French Railway Conversion.—A few months ago we 
referred to the return to France of a Technical Committee dis- 
patched by the French Government to the United States, in order 
to study the systems of electric railway working in that country. 
The Committee reached the definite conolusion that the direct- 
current method at 2,400 volta was the most suitable for adoption 
on the different railway systems in France. In this conneotion 
M. Mauduit, who was one of the Committee, recently delivered & 
lecture on the subject before the Société Industrielle de l'Est. He 
is reported to have stated that the 2,400,000,000 Kw.-hours, which 
in 20 years will represent the energy necessary for the working of - 
the electrifled railways, would replace 4,000,000 tons of ooal per 
annum. The total length of the lines to be converted to electric ^ 
traction was 5.480 miles, of which 4,992 miles were in o tion, - 
218 miles in course of construction, and 270 miles кондо” 


Power Station Wages at Johannesburg.— According to 
a Johannesburg report appearing in the Cape Times for December 
18th, a demand for £9 17s, 4d. per week was being considered by the , 
artisans at the power station in place of £8 2s., and it was hoped to, 
gain the support of all branches of the municipal service in order. 
to make this amount apply all round. “It is said that a little 
uneasiness prevails in committee circles over the proposed demand. 
The municipal employés have been told that if it is insisted upon 
the town's finances will not be able to bear the strain. Indeed, it 
is asserted that they have been warned that if euch a demand is | 
made, the Labour Party will resign on the plea that it cannot , 
carry on under such increased financial responsibility, inasmuch , 
as it will not be able to meet the pledges given to the ratepayers’ 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


The Moulders’ Strike. — The moulders are taking 
another ballot this week. The result may be announced before 
this issue is in print. 


Travelling Exhibitions for Overseas Trade. In a recent 
speech, Sir Hamar Greenwood referred to a scheme that the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade was preparing for touring exhibitions. 
The Board of Trade Journal now gives some particulars. The 
tour is being organised to exploit the present splendid markets for 
United Kingdom goods in the great overseas Dominions. It is 
designed to be the cheapest and most comprehensive vehicle for 
the display of Home products. Samples will be packed and carried 
in specially designed show-cases and exhibitions erected in the 
industrial cities of the Empire. The Dominions Governments have 
promised all possible support, and all the Chambers of Commerce 
consulted have expressed the conviction that the tour will be a 
success. The proposed itinerary and approximate time-table 
(leaving the United Kingdom, May 1st, 1920), is as follows :— 


City. Arrive. Depart. 
Durban.. 2e .. Мау 2186, 1920. July 12th, 1920. 
Johannesburg. . July 14th, 1920. September 11th, 1920. 
Cape Town .. September 14th, 1920. November 12th, 1920. 
Perth .. .. December 3rd, 1920. January 21st, 1921. 
Adelaide . January 25th, 1921. March 22nd, 1921. 
Melbourne .. March 28rd, 1921. May 18th, 1921. 
Hobart .. . May 20th, 1931. July Ist, 1921. 
Brisbane .. July "7th, 1921. September Ist, 1921. 

dney .. .. September 2nd, 1921. October 2th, 1921. 
Christchurch . November nd, 1921. December 28th, 1921. 
Auckland . December 31st, 1921. February 25th, 1922. 
Vancouver . March 18th, 1922. May 18th, 1921. 
Winnipeg . May 16th, 1932. July llth, 1922. 
Toronto .. July 14th, 1922. September 8th, 1972. 
Montreal рж .. September 8th, 1922. Noveinber 4th, 1922. 
Halifax November 6th, 1922. December 25th, 1922. 


Arriving in Liverpool in January, 1923. 


The aim of the Department of Overseas Trade will be to make 
the tour self-supporting, the exhibitor having to pay simply for the 
cost of freight, rents, and show-cases. Estimating on a basis of 
500 exhibitors, the tour can be run under present conditions at a 
maximum cost of £200 per firm or unit. A half-unit would cost 
£120. Should the surplus allow, the tour might be extended to 
the West Indies, or the balance refunded to the exhibiting firms. 
In conjunction with the actual samples, it is designed to tour 
cinematograph films showing an extensive field of British pro- 
ductions, especially in the heavier goods, which are too expensive 
to tour. by sample. . 

. We are informed that the regulations and conditions relating to 
the.tour will be published in pamphlet form, and will be obtainable 
from the Intelligenoe Stall at the British Industries Fair, or 
subsequently from the Department of Overseas Trade. 


Women in Engineering Works.—7/ Times states that 
some 5,000 firms in Great Britain have been asked by the Women's 
Industrial League for & statement of their experience of women as 
industrial workers. Over 1,400 replies have been received, 
covering a wide field in engineering and other trades. In the 
main they may be regarded as satisfactory by a league whose 
object is to secure equal opportunity for employment in all occu- 
pations to men and women. The replies, as scheduled, show that 
1,422 firms were employing 79,700 women at the end of May, 
1919, as compared with 43,200 before the war and 245,300 
during the war. Of 382 firms who employed women before 
the war, 67 propose to increase the number, in consequence 
of the larger experience of women's work gained by them ; 
while of 764 who employed women for the first time during 
the war, 228 proposed to retain them. These firms do not 
comment on the present labour situation. A further 97 firms 
state that they would be willing to retain women but for Trade 
Union opposition. Taking all the figures, the estimate is that 
over 60 per cent. of those who have tested women's work are 
ready to continue employing them. Nor, for various reasons, 
must it be assumed that the remaining firms are necessarily 
unwilling to use women's labour. 


The Packing of Machinery for Sonth America.—A 
mechanical engineer with many years of experience on the West 
Coast of South America has given H.M. Commercial Secretary at 
Lima the following note on the packing of machinery, particularly 
electrical machinery, for South America :— | 

„All engineering plant should be packed in strong, braced, open 
cradles of deal, and these cradles should again be packed in a heavy 
deal packing case, fitted with battens and, if possible, with diagonal 
braces. Machines must, under no circumstances, be bolted down 
to one side of the case. There is no objection, however, if the 
opposite side of the machine is bolted to the case, too. It is much 
better, however, to pack the goods in a cradle and to make the 
cradle fit the case exactly, so that, even if the case is dropped, the 
stress is distributed equally all over the case, and not on any one 
side or end. 

* АП auch small fittings and projections as handles, levers, valves, 
pressure gauges, &c., should be detached and packed tightly with 
wood wool into a small strong wooden box, firmly screwed on to 
the inside of the main case or cradle. Any moving parta (as 
armatures of electric motors) must be wedged tight relatively 
to the fixed portion, to prevent oil rings being sheared off, bearing 
shields broken, and other damage occurring. 

"Any case containing machinery should be capable of being 


dropped 15 times from a height of one metre on to а concrete floor 
without injury to case or contents. This representa the average history 
of a case of machinery leaving England or America, and arriving 
on site at final destination. So few breakages have oocurred with 
this system of packing over a large number of consignments 
that insurance against it is not really necessary. The cost of the 
packing is 30 per cent. above that of ordinary heavy cases.” 

A sketch illustrative of the above instruction may be seen on 
application to the Latin America Section of the Department of 
Overseas Trade.— Board of Trude Journal, 


Bankruptcy Court Appointments.—Consequent upon the 
appointment of Mr. E. 8. Grey, Senior Official Receiver attached to 
the High Court in Bankruptoy, to be Controller of the Clearing 
Office for Enemy Debts, the President of the Board of Trade has 
appointed Mr. W. P. Bowyer to be Senior Official Receiver, Mr. D. 
Williams, hitherto Senior Assistant Official Reoeiver, to be Official 
Reoeiver, and Mr. F. T. Garton, Assistant Official Receiver, to be 
Senior Assistant Official Receiver. 


Charges of Stealing.—At Leeds, on January 13th, the 
charges against V. W. T. Bradshaw, of Sunderland, for the alleged 
theft of electrical appliances from the Barnbow Filling Factory, 
near Leeds, and G. E. Pearson, of Pearson & Sons, Ltd., Farsley, 
for an alleged like offence as bailee, were again investigated. 
Pearson was committed for trial at the Assizes on the charge of 
stealing an electric motor, and on the other charges he and Brad- 
shaw were further remanded, bail being allowed. 

Horace Collins (26), an electrician and demobilised soldier, Pendle- 
bury, was at Manchester County Police Court, on Saturday, charged 
with stealing from Messrs. J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., builders and con- 
tractors, of Pendlebury, some time between December 11th and 
18th last, eight electric lamps and four electric switches, valued at 
£4 12s. Defendant, it was stated, had been employed as an elec- 
trician by the prosecutors for two months, and in the course of 
this work had access to the storeroom. With the property he had 
stolen, it was alleged that he had entered into a contract to fix 
electric fittings in the Unitarian schools at Pendlebury, which he 
did. Defendant, who pleaded guilty, said the reason he did it was 
to augment his money, as he could not follow his work regularly. 
Collins was fined £5. ' 

George Davies, electrician, of Kilmarnock, has been sent to 
prison for three months for the theft of three watches and a 
diamond ring from a shop where he had been sent by his employer 
to do some repairs. 


The E.D.A.—We have received a quantity of advertising 
matter recently published by the ELECTRICAL DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIATION, Hampden House, 84, Kingsway, W.C. 2. These 
latest indications of the Association's activities present many 
interesting features. The chief aim of this form of propaganda is 
to educate the non-technical public up to a proper appreciation of 
the value of electricity in the home, For instance, one of the 
leafleta ( Fuel Waste: the Remedy ”) graphically illustrates the in- 
convenience and discomforts of the use of coal in the home, and 
favourably compares the cleanliness, cheapness and convenience of 
an electrical installation. This pamphlet also illustrates the work 
done in various ways by a unit of electrical energy, stating, for 
instance, that the unit will drive a fan for 10 hours or illuminate s 
25 C.P. lamp for 30 hours. Another leaflet ( Where Light means 
Business ") depiots by means of actual photographs the correct and 
incorrect methods of shop-lighting. The efforts of the E.D.A. 
shonid go far to popularise electricity and increase the sale of 
appliances. 


Industrial Problems.— A series of lectures dealing with 
Industrial Problems is to be delivered at the Oarpenters Hall, 
Throgmorton Avenue, under the auspices of the Industrial League 
and Council. Sir George Paish, financial expert, has promised to 
give a lecture, almost as soon as he returns from America, on 4 
Defence of Capitalism." The Industrial Situation” is the title 
of an address to be given by The Rt. Hon. W. Adamson, M.P. ; Mr. 
G. J. Wardle, C.H., M.P., Parliamentary Sec to the Minister 
of Labour, will give an address on Industrial Unrest and Whitley 
Councils," and Mr, T. E. Naylor will lecture on Trade Unionism 
and Output.” | 


Board of Тгаде, — The Board of Trade announce that 
the Scientific Instruments, Glassware, and Potash Production 
Branch, and the Mineral Resources Development Department, have 
now removed from 7, Seamore Place, Curzon Street, W.1, to the 
new public offices, Great George Street, S. W. 1 (Telephone number, 
Mig 9800). a oo of the Controller of Trading Accounts 

remov reat George 8 House 
Annexe, Whitehall, S.W. 1, аА 


Edison Swan Electric Co. and Philips’s Lamp Works.— 
The Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd., announces that Dr. G. L. F. 
Philips and Mr. A. F. Philips, of Philips Glowlamp Works, Ltd., 
Eindhoven, Holland, have joined the board of directors of the 
company. 

The Financier stated, on the 17th inst., that an important Dutch 
firm which possesses а monopoly in the manufacture of 2 
particular kind of half-watt lampa " had acquired approximately 
one-eighth of the issued capital in the Edison Swan Co., and that 


the latter would acquire the sole rights ure 
in Great Britain of the lamp e to. of sale and manufact 
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Copper and Lead Prices.— Mrssrs. JAMES AND 
SHAKESPRARE report January 21st, English pig lead £48 58., a 
reduction of ба. No changes are reported in copper. 


Strike in Swedish Engineering Industry.—A Reuter 
dispatch from Stockholm stated that the efforts to end the 
disastrous strike in the Swedish engineering industry had not yet 
been successful. On the 16th inst. the arbitrator in the dispute 
informed representatives of the employers and the strikers, that at 
present he was unable to submit a proposal suitable for mediation. 
He also informed the Government of this fact, and suggested that 
the Government should appoint a special committee to continue 
his efforts to bring about a settlement. Subsequently, repre- 
sentatives of both parties to the dispute conferred with the 
Minister of the Interior, who had expressed a desire to learn the 
real facta of the case with regard to the strike. Nine thousand 
more workmen at various factories were on strike, as were also 
the electrical fitters. 


Book Notices.— Central Electric Stations in Canada, 
Part I—Statistics.” 74 pp. Price 10 cente. Canada: Dominion 
Bureau of Statistios.—This interesting publication, compiled from 
statistios obtained by the Census of Industry, 1917, presents fully 
the state of the Canadian electrical industry as far as the generation 
of power by central stations is concerned. Reports were received 
from 666 central stations, 196 of which were purchasers and sub- 
distributors of energy. The whole of the volume clearly illustrates 
the overwhelming preponderanoe of hydro-electrical generating 
stations which produced 89'6 per cent. of the total generated. The 
number of generating sets reported was 983, developing an aggre- 
gate of 1,844,571 H. r. Of these totals, it is shown that 619 were 
operated hydraulically,and developed 1,652,661 H.P., 251 were steam- 
driven units with a capacity of 180,200 H.P., while the remaining 
113, producing 11,710 H.P., were gas and oil engines. The Province 
of Ontario employs water-power in the development of no less 
than 95'7 per cent. of its total energy, which in 1917 was 
604,024 Kk. v. A. Yukon, chiefly on account of the power used in 


Hundrede of thousands of И Р 
2 a $ $ ? 


Yukon 


S oska’chewon _ 


mining, showed a larger percentage atill—97'4. Quebec and 
British Columbia show percentages of hydraulic production to 
totals of 94°9 and 89'8 respectively. Saskatchewan, consisting for 
the greater part of prairie land, possesses no hydro-electric central 
stations. A graphic illustration of the position occupied by hydro- 
electric plant is reproduced from the report (fig. 1). The statistics 
relating to steam-driven plant show that turbines are generally 
used, the proportion of reciprocating engines being very small. 
The amount of coal of all descriptions consumed during 1917 is 
given as 448,200 tons; coke, 46,370 tons. The oil consumption 
was 17,529 gallons. The financial statistics indicate that a total df 
$856,004,168 represents the capital invested in lands, buildings, 
and machinery, up to the end of 1917. Revenue from the sale of 
energy is given as $44,536,848. The total of the wage-bills of all 
the concerns was $7,777,715—the number of employés of all classes 
being 8,847, which represents an average per employé of a trifle 
over $879. Among the facts mentioned in the report, it is 
calculated that there was 221 H.P. of generating plant per 1,000 
population throughout the Dominion at the end of 1917. Part II, 
a separate publication, is a directory of the Canadian power under- 


takings, issued by the Department of the Interior(252 pp., and - 


map), giving complete details of the stations summarised in Part I. 

" Overhead Electric Power Transmission Lines.“ 80 pp. 10s. 6d. 
net. Johnson & Phillips, Charlton, 8.Е. 7.— This work, printed on 
art paper and well illustrated, describes in detail methods of 
deciding routes for overhead transmission lines, and calculating 
quantities and strength (electrical and mechanical) of the necessary 
materials. The first few pages are devoted to extracts from Board 
of Trade Regulations governing the erection and maintenance of 
overhead lines, &nd also notes for the guidance of applicanta for 
consent to the erection of such lines. Subsequent sections deal 
with :——(i) Conductors—their size, strength, and properties; (ii) 
Poles—wooden, steel, and ferro-concrete ; (iii) Insulators— giving 
з table of dimensions and spark-over voltages, and also dealing 
with terminal boxes; (iv) Guarding— various methods of pro- 
tecting lines and резе: (v) Line disturbances and protective 
devices ; (vi) Telephone wires on power lines ; andefinally a small 
note on switchgear, tranaformers, &c. 

“The Power Facilities of Sheffield.” 27 pp.—A booklet issued 
by the Development Oommittee of the Sheffield City Council as one 
of its series of pamphleta giving information about the city’s 
industries and developments. Details are given of the power 
undertaking, and among the many illustrations are reproductions 
of several that appeared in our columns in January, 1919, when we 
published a descriptive article of the Sheffield plant. 

"The Dyeing Industry” (third edition of “ Dyeing in Germany 
vd America ). By 8. H. Higgins, M.Sc. 189 + 22 pp. Price 


8s. 6d. net. London: Longmans, Green & Co.—The original 
edition of this work appeared in 1907. It is devoted to & survey of 
the industry, and gives details of the many involved. 
The book has been brought up to date by the addition of a chapter 
on the progrees made during the war period. 

“The Turret Lathe and Its Work." 16 pp. Alfred Herbert, 
Ltd., Coventry.—This is a vrofusely- illustrated production des- 
cribing various classes of work which can be performed on turret 
and capstan lathes. The examples given are chiefly aero engine 
parte, cylinders, crank-cases, crank-shafts, kc. Space is also 
afforded to a description of an automatic turret lathe, which stops 
upon the completion of a cycle. Messrs. Herbert state that a 


сору of this publication will be sent post free to anyone interested 


in the subject. 

“The Mlectrical Engineer's Diary, 1920.“ 474 pp. and diary. 
78. 6d. post free. London: 8. Davis & Co., 30 and 31, St. Swithin's 
Lane, E.C.—The twelfth annual issue of this valuable publication 
has been thoroughly revised and brought up to date, especially the 
list of British electrical undertakings. Two new sections have 
been added, dealing with electric motor oontrol, and the installation 
and maintenance of cables, 

"British Trade with Brazil.” Hints for manufacturers and 
exporters, Compiled and issued by authority of the British 
Chamber of Commerce. of Brazil (Inc.), by Arthur Abbott, secre- 
tary, March, 1919. Second edition. Rio de Janeiro: 51-53, 
Avenida Rio Branco. 

Manchester Steam Users’ Association. Memorandum by Ohief 
Engineer (Mr. C. E. Stromeyer), for the year 1918-19. 

" The Ericsson Review." January, 1920, 20 + vii. pp., 3d. net. 
A magazine for the employés and friends of the British L. M. 
Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

“ Proceedings of the Physical Society of London." Vol, XXXII, 
Part]. December 15th, 1919. London: Fleetway Press, Ltd. 


Price 4s. net. 
“ Post-Office Electrical Engineers’ Journal.” Vol. XII. Part 4. 


January, 1920. London: Тнк ELECTRICAL REVIEW, LTD. 
Price 28. net. 
„Diesel Engine Design." By H. F. D. Purday. Pp. xvi + 301; 


271 figs. London : Constable & Co. Price 21s. net. 


German Iron Industry.—An office is being set up in 
Berlin for the organisation of the entire German iron industry, 
including both import and export, under an Imperial Oommis- 
sioner of the Ministry of Eoonomy.— The Times. 

The Housing Snbsidy.—The Ministry of Health has 
issued regulations governing the payment of the new building 


subsidy. The object of the subsidy, on which the expenditure of 
£15,000,000 for the United Kingdom is authorised, is to secure the 


erection of 100,000 houses during the next 12 months. The 


regulations accordingly indicate that the subsidy is only to be 
earned by houses completed within 12 months of December 23rd, 
1919 (the date on which the Act anthorising it became law) or 
within such a further period, not exceeding four months in all, 
as the Minister may in a special case allow. In the case of houses 
completed within this longer period the Minister may, unlees he 
is satisfied that the delay has been unavoidable, subject the grant 
to a reduction of one-twelfth for each month in which delay has 
occurred. The subsidy is to be £160, £140, or £130 per house,- 
according to the number of rooms and the extent of floor area. 
In calling upon the Ministry of Health to pay the grent, the 
builder must have two certificates; one issued by the local 
authority authorising the houses to be constructed in accordance 
with plans previously submitted ; the other by the local authority, 
declaring their completion in'a proper manner. The builder will 
forward these certificates to the Ministry of Health, together with 
a written application for the money to which he claims to be 
entitled. The Ministry of Health, when satisfied as to the correct- 
ness of the claim, will pay the amount due. There are pro- 
visions for an appeal to the Ministry of Health in the event of 
either of these certificates being refused by the local authority. 
There is a schedule of regulations and a simplified specification 
based generally on the Ministry’s specifications for houses built. 
by local authorities under the main housing scheme of the 
Government. 


Australia and Enemy Traders. — According to the 
Sydney correspondent of The Times, the Australian Federal Govern- 
ment has issued a special Ga:ette forbidding imports from, and 
exports to, Germany, Austria, Hungary, Turkey, and Bulgaria. 


Trade with Russia.—It is announced that the Allies 
have decided to grant facilities to Russian co-operative organisations 
to import goods in exchange for certain commodities, It is also 
stated that the British Government has approved of & scheme for 
insuring British traders against any loes in re-opening trading 
relations. Agricultural machinery and machinery of all kinds is 
greatly needed. М. Litvinoff says that Russia has vast quantities 
of flax, hemp, hides, &c., waiting for export, also & large amount 
of platinum or platinum wares. 


For Disposal.— Surplus, the official organ of the Surplus 
Government Property Disposal Board, seems to be bulkier than ever, 
No. 16, for January 15th (3d. net) contains & large section devoted 
to plant and machinery. while railway material, mechanical 
transport, office equipments, factory and miscellaneous stores, are 
in great variety. 

Arc Welding.—Tut ALLOY WELDING PROCESS ES, LTD., 
inform us that A. W. P.“ electrodes have been approved by Lloyd's 
Register of Shipping and by the British Corporation for the Surve 
and Registry of Shipping. | 
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Electrical Business in South Africa. — The South 
African Mining and Engineering Journal (December 19th) stated 
that the Belgian Congo, the railway, and the municipalities were 
buying all electrical material very freely. 


Calendars.— THE City ELECTRICAL Co., of 1, Emerald 
Street, London, W.C. 1, have sent us a wall calendar for 1920, with 
small monthly slips beneath a picture which seta you " Wondering.” 
It is accompanied by an expression of good wishes and apprecia- 
tions, and of gratitude to the trade Press for the invaluable assist - 
anoe rendered by it to manufacturers during the difficult five years 
of war, Such messages soften the asperities of trade journalism in 
times when our production problems are as troublesome as ever. 

THE NATIONAL X-RAY REFLECTOR Co., of Chicago, have issued & 
large wall calendar, with monthly date-sheets, each of which bears 
& large illustration showing some particular application of their 
reflectors. 

Messrs. JOHNSON & PHILLIPS, LTD., of Charlton, S. E., have 
again sent us one of their admirable blotting-pads, with interleaved 
diary, date indicator, and memoranda slips. Having used its 
predecessor for the whole of 1919, we know and appreciate its value 
and convenience. 

MESSRS. ALFRED HERBERT, LTD., of Coventry, have circulated a 
finely executed calendar for 1920. 'The monthly sheets, which are 
perforated for tearing off, will probably be preserved for the excel- 
lent portraits that they give of kings, presidenta, statesmen, and 
naval and military leaders who led the Allies to victory. 

THE D.P. BATTERY Co., LTD., of Bakewell, Derbyshire, have not 
lost their appreciation of nature's scenery, which years ago stamped 
their calendars with a special character of their own. The one 
issued for 1920 has a charming coloured picture of sunshine and 
shadow, running water, and nature's freshest greenness, cool and 
restful on a summer's day, a glenin which to dream and to write 
poetry—not to be practical and write Business Notices." 

A desk calendar, with monthly cards, has been received from 
the BRITISH RAWHIDE BELTING Co. LTD. of Hythe Road. 
Willesden, N.W. 10. 

THE BRITISH THOMSON-HousToN Co., LTD., 77, Upper Thames 
Street, E.C.4, have issued a vest pocket calendar card for 1920. 
Electrical contractors can have quantities over-printed. 


Catalogues and Lists. — CREbENDA CoNpvurrs Co., 
LTD., Chester Street, Aston, Birmingham.— Leaflet No. 103, 
dealing with “Creda electric toasters, sterilisers, &c. Priced and 
illustrated. Illustrated and priced leaflet of the Creda ” 
pedestal fire. 

THE LEA RECORDER Co., LTD., 28, Deansgate, Manchester.— 
Leaflet “T,” users’ comments on the Len recorder, and 
Efficiency Diagram, M3, showing the heat efficiency of a boiler 
when evaporation per lb. of coal is known. 

THE BRITISH THOMSON-HovusTON Co., LTD., Rugby.—" Desorip- 
tive List No. 2,250 A,” a 52-page catalogue of D.C. motors. Details 
of construction and capabilities are given very fully, and the list 
contains many illustrations. 

CHARLES MAYFIELD, 19, All Saints’ Road, Clifton, Bristol.— 
Leaflet relating to a business-control- chart system. 

THE OVERSEAS ENGINEERING Co., LTD., 75, Curtain Road, 
E.C. 1.—Catalogue No. 125 (19 pp.), and Price Sheet No. 145, giving 
priced and illustrated information regarding small electric 
lighting outfits. 

THE BRITISH RAWHIDE BELTING Co. Lro., Hythe Road, 
Willesden, N.W.10.—Leatet illustrating various rawhide manu- 
factures, pinions, belting, malleta, &c., also a blotting card 
advertising these products. 


Italian Electrical Companies.—The Società Italiana 
per Conduttori Elettrici Isolati, of Leghorn, has decided to increase 
ita capital from 3,500,000 lire to 7,000,000 lire in order to be ready 
to take a large share in the supply of plant for the new inter- 
urban telephone extensions, and electric railway conversions, pro- 
jected by this State. 

There has been formed at Milan the Società Anonima A.B.G.D., 
with a capital of 1,000,000 lire, for the development of electro- 
mechanical patents and kindred apparatus. 

The Societa Ligure Pugliese Esercizio Imprese Elettriche has 
decided to write down its capital from 1,000,000 lire to 100,000 lire 
in consequence of the loss shown at the end of 1918, and to increase 
its capital by the issue of shares to 100,000 lire. 


Safety First.—The British Industrial Safety First 
Association, 2 and 3, The Sanctuary, Westminster, S.W.1, has 
recently published a poster setting forth the conditions under which 
the Gallant Conduct Award can be gained. This award is a silver 
medal designed and executed by the Goldsmiths and Silversmiths 
Co., Ltd., London. 


New French Undertakings.—The Société d'Etudes des 

Forces Motrices du Haut-Daubs, with a capital of 300,000 frs., has 

оееп formed at Paris. It has for its object the development of 
the power of the Upper Daubs River. 

At Grenoble, the Société Hydro-Electrique de Verdon-Moyen has 

been formed. The capital of this undertaking is 1,000,000 frs. 
The project is the derivation of power from the falls on the 
Verdon, near Castellane. 

The Société d' Equipement des Voies Ferrées, recently floated in 

Paris, for the building and equipment of electric railways, has a 
capital of 1,300,000 fra. 
For the manufacture and sale of Idealith." “ Mecanite," and 
‘other insulating articles, there has been established, at Corbevoie, 
the -Société pour la Fabrication des Isolants, with a capital of 
300,000 fre, 


‘New Swedish Cable Compaty.—A new company has 
recently been formed in Halsingborg, with the title of the 


: Aktiebolag Halsingbergs Kabel fabrik, to manufacture electric and 


other cables. 


Trade Representatives Overseas.— The following further 
appointments have been made by the Executive Committee of the 
Federation of British Industries :— 

Cuna.—Mr. G. C. Musgrave has been appointed as a representative 
of the Federation in Cuba. He will be sailing at the end of this 
month. Ж 

MEx1CO.—Mr. Antonio Gibbon, of 7А. Naranja 179 Mexico D. F., 
has been appointed as a Federation representative. 


HoLLAND.—Arrangements for a permanent secretary аге being 
made. 


The Birmingham Fair.—It is expected that there will be 
heavy demands upon the accommodation that Birmingham is able 
to offer visitors during the run of the British Industries Fair, 
which opens on February 23rd. In order that the hotels may be 
a8 far as possible left free for buyers who are in attendance, it is 
suggested that exhibitors should avail themselves of apartmenta 
which the general manager will undertake to reserve for them and 
their assistants, if they will immediately intimate their require- 
menta to him at the Chamber of Commerce, Birmingham. 


Trade Announcements.—MR. ARTHUR IRELAND, for 
20 years with the Electric Supply Corporation, has commenced 
business аз a wiring and general electrical contractor at 12, 
Vicarage Road, Chelmsford. 

MR. SIDNEY J. Goonson, engineer and manufacturers agent, 
has removed to 70, Wallingford Avenue, North Kensington, 
London, W., 10. 

The Herne Bay Welding Co. (Мкхлзва, E. Brown and D. Т. 
FITZGERALD) have commenced business as electrical engineers, &с., 
at 8, High Street, Herne Bay. 

The style of Messrs. TURNERS & MANVILLE, LTD., has been 
changed to “ Asbestos and Electrical Fittings Co., Ltd.: There is 
no alteration in the constitution of the company or the conduct of 
the business. 

Messrs. PETO & RADFORD are removing their London head- 
quirters from 12, Heddon Street. W., 1, to 50, Grosvenor Gardens, 
S. W., 1. New telephone number: Victoria 3667" ; telegraphic 
address: Concentration, Sowest, London." 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—W. J. МсСомве, tramway 
manager, Kingston-upon-Hill.—Trustee (Mr. W. G. Hall), released 
December 30th. 1919. 

W. MELLON (H. B. Wallis & Co.), electrical engineer, Chiswick.— 
First meeting, February 5th, at 14, Bedford Row, W. C.; public 
examination, February 21th, at Brentford. 


Liquidations.— HERBERT Евоор & Co., Lrp.—Winding 
up voluntarily for reconstruction purposes. Liquidator, Mr. J. Bell, 
5, Clarence Street, Manchester, who is authorised to consent to 
the registration of a new company. Ferodo, Ltd., and to enter 
into an agreement with the new company. Meeting of oreditors 
to-day at Manchester. Particulars of claims must be sent to the 
liquidator by March 25th. 

ALEXANDER DUCKHAM & Co., LTD.—Winding up voluntarily 
for reconstruction purposes. Liquidator, Mr. L. A. Anderson, 
2, Broad Street Place, E.C. Meeting of creditors, January 26th. 

HoLME ELECTRIC Co., LTp.—Particulars of claims to be sent 
by February 10th to the liquidator, Mr. J. Alderson, Holme, near 
Holmfirth, Huddersfield. 

ALFRED HERBERT (FRANCE), LTD.—Meeting of members called 
for February 20th, at The Butts, Coventry, to hear an account of 
the winding-up from the liquidator, Mr. D. M. Gimson. 

A.E.G. ELECTRICAL Co. oF SOUTH AFRICA, LTD., 6, Old Jewry, 
E.C.—Last day for proofs for dividends to non-enemy creditors, 
February 2nd. Liquidator, Mr. H. de V. Brougham, Senior Official 
Receiver, Carey Street, W.C. 

RADIUM, LTp.—Liquidator (Mr. 
Receiver) released January 6th. 

BRoLT, LTD. — Winding up voluntarily for reconstruction, 
Liquidator : Mr. E. Bosley, 120, Colmore Row, Birmingham. 
Particulars of claims to be sert to the liquidator by March Ist. 
Meeting of creditors, February 3rd. 

NEW Sr. HELENS AND DisTRICT TRAMWAYS Co., LTD.—Claima 
must be sent by February 28th to the liquidators, Messrs. Н. Р. 
Conibear and E. Н. Edwardes, generating station, Howe Bridge, 
Atherton, Lancs. 

CONNOLLY BROS., Ltp.—Liquidator : 
2, Moorgate Street Buildings, Е.С. 


H. de V. Brougham, Official 


Mr. J. McD. Henderson, 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen.— ExtENsions.—The electrical engineer recom - 
mends additions and extensions, costing £60,000, to meet increased 
demands. Theproposals include the erection of two sub-stations and 
& considerable extension of distributing cables. During November 
last a total of 2,500,000 units was generated at the Dee Village 
Road station, an increase of 172,740 on the corresponding period of 
1918. 


Ammanford.—iautina CHARGES.—The Council haa 
been warned by Mr. Herbert, proprietor of the electric light in g 
undertaking of the town, that, unless it agrees to an inerease of 
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50 per cent. in the charges, he will refuse to continue thc supply 
In the event of such an occurrence, the Council says it will apply 
for & Court injunction. 


Arbroath.—"TrREkT LionHTING.— The Lighting Com- 
mittee has agreed to accept the offer of the Arbroath Electric Light 
and Power Co. to re-install the public lighting system, at a cost of 
£6 10s. per lamp, for the period to Whit-Sunday this year. After 
this date the charge will be £16 per annum, subject to the taking 
2 by the Town Council of the existing equipment at the prioe of 

Áyr.—INADEQUATE PLANT.—A Special Committee has 
been appointed to consider the electrical engineer's report that it 
is now impossible to supply further demands as the plant will not 
take a larger load. Demands have increased by 40 per cent. during 
the pest year. The suggested scheme of extension and additions 
will cost 227,000. Among other things it is proposed to install 
new stoker gear and a rotary converter. 


Barnet.— PROPOSED PRICE INCREASE.—The Town Council 


is opposing the application of the North Metropolitan Electric 
Lighting Co. for sanction to increase charges for electricity. 


Вагазіеу: — Extensions. — The Town Council has 
approved a scheme of extensions and additions to the power under- 
taking, involving an expenditure of £40,000. One item is the 
erection of a sub-station at Town End, the cost of which will be 
about £1.200. 


Blackburn. — Extensions. — The Town Council has 
received a number of applications from cotton-mill owners for a 
supply of power. This will involve the laying of new mains, as 
will also the projected wiring of the Blackburn Union Workhouse 
buildings. 

Bradford.—ExTENsions.— The Electricity Committee 
has authorised extensions of mains in various parts of the city 
area, at a cost of £3,854 


British Gulana.—HYDRO- ELECTRIC SCHEMES.—Not the 
least important of the schemes for the development of British 
Guiana is the utilisation of the waterfalls, with which the Hinter- 
land abounds, for the purpose of hydro-electric energy. A pre- 
liminary survey of the Cuyuni, Essequebo, Demerara, and Potaro 
rivers has recently been made. The Conjoint Board of Scientific 
Societies, to which the report of the preliminary survey was 
referred by the Secretary of State for the Colonies, has recommended 
that automatic gauging stations should be erected on the rivers 
named, as well as the employment of an engineer, specially trained 
in hydro-electric work, to examine these localities in greater detail. 
Meanwhile, the preliminary report has been entrusted by the Com- 
mittee to one of its members, who has had long experience of 
water power, with a view to getting further expert criticism. The 
Committee has also undertaken to co-operate with the Colonial 
Office in the selection, for the detailed examination, of an engineer 
whose reputation would be a guarantee of the value of his recom- 
mendations. The Combined Court has lost no time in authorising 
the expenditure to give effect to the recommendations of the Conjoint 
Board of Scientific Societies, and it will, therefore, be practicable 
for the Government to embark on the undertaking early in the 
coming year. — Financier, 


Bromley.—^uPPLY Far.ure.—Due to a breakdown at 
the electricity works, Bromley, Chislehurst, and district were in 
darkness for several hours on Friday night, last week. 


Canada.— RESTRICTIONS. — The excessive demands of. 


power consumers have led to the imposition of severe restrictions 
by the Niagara Falls (Ontario) Commission. All signs and outside 
lights are forbidden, and power users are ordered to return to 
“daylight saving,” starting earlier in the day and closing down at 
4 p.m. Domestic supplies are also curtailed. These restrictions 
are calculated to reduce the load by 40 per cent. 


Carlisle.—Loans.—The Town Council has applied for 
loans of £5,000 for high-tension mains; £600 for services; £3,000 
for transformers ; and £1,500 for sub-stations. 


Carmarthen.—Paice IxcREASE.— The Town Council 
has acceded to an application by the Electric Light Co. for leave to 
increase the charge for electric light for domestic purposes from 
7d. to 9d. per unit, and for public lighting by 20 per cent. 


Cheltenham.—Lo4N.—4As the existing plant has been 
found inadequate, the Town Council is to apply for sanction 
to borrow & 29,000 for additions. 


Clacton-on-Sea.—LoAN SaANcTION.— Loans amounting to 
£5,500 have been sanctioned for the extension of mains, and 
for the conversion of the street lighting system from gas to 
electricity. —— 

Continental.—HoLLAND.—The Low-Tension Network 
Installation. and Working Co. (Mij tot Aanleg en Exploitatie van 
Lasgspanning Netten), of Groningen, has just offered for subacrip- 
tion 6 per cent. bonds for 2,000,000 florins. The company was 
formed in 1913, the shareholders being the province of Groningen 
and the towns situated within the concession area of the pro- 
vincial electricity works in Groningen and Drente. 

AUBSTRLA.—The coal shortage at Vienna is so critical, that in 
order to maintain even a scanty lighting in the atreeta and houses, 


trom January 16th the electric tramway service in the oity was to be 
completely suspended. Neither gas nor electricity may be used for 
industrial purposes, and shops, offices, and banks must not be lit 
after 3 pmi. All places of amusement must close, and the use of 
lifts is only permitted in hospitals. = 


' Dartmoor.—Hypro-E.rorric ScHEME.—The Dartmoor 
and District Hydro-electric Supply Co. has deposited its Bill for 
incorporation and powers to erect five stations on the banks of the 
Rivers North Teign, Lan, Tavy, Dart, and Erme. | 


! 
Fife.—SrRExET LriaHTING.—The Kinghorn Town Council 
is considering a proposal to substitute electricity for the present 
system of gas lighting. i 
Eccles.—PRoPo8ED EXTENSIONS.—Although the charges 
for power and lighting have been advanced 75 per cent. above 
re-war rates, applications from prospective consumers have so 
increased, that extensions are contemplated. 


Hull.—RemovaL or Restricrions.—The restrictions 
placed upon the use of electricity for motive power have been 
withdrawn, but the ban on display lighting and the use of energy 
at kinema halls remains. | 


India.—WATER PowER.—A temporary Public Works 
Division has been constituted, with headquarters at Lahore, to be 
known as the Sutlej River Hydro-Electric Project Division, and 
Lieut.-Colonel B. C. Battye, D. S. O., R. E., has been posted to the 
charge of it. 


Java.—HvpRo-ELEcTRIC Works.—The Government of 
the Dutch East Indies is proceeding with & scheme for the erection 
of large hydro-electric works in West Java, to supply energy for 
the electrification of the railways and tramways, and for lighting 
and power purposes to municipalities. With a view to ensuring 
that the supply shall be afforded to the towns concerned at as low 
a charge as possible. the Government is endeavouring to bring 
together all the parties interested, including the Ned. Ind. Gas Co., 
of Batavia, which possesses the exclusive right to supply elec- 
tricity in the town of Batavia until 1953. The Municipal Council 
of Batavia has, however, asked the Government to exclude the 
gas company from the proposed combination, the object apparently 
being to induce the Government to expropriate the company, 
which it can do in 1923 under the terms of the concession. 


Knottingley.—The Board of- Trade has revoked the 1914 
Electric Lighting Order. : 


Longhborough.—Ex'TENSIONS.— Extensions providing an 
additional 6,000 Kw. to the town's plant capacity, at an estimated 
cost of £150,000, are suggested. Mr. C. Н. Wordingham, O. B. E., 


has been appointed consulting engineer for the schemie. . 


Lyme Regis.— INADEQUATE  LiGHTING.— The Town 
Council has decided that it cannot pay the Oounty of Dorset 
Electric Supply Co. in respect of street lighting for the quarter 
ended December 21st last. The reasons given for this are the 
ineffectiveness of the system, the length of time taken in repairing 
defects, and the inconvenience caused by roads still being 
up. The Council also states that, unless there is an immediate and 
substantial improvement, it will have to consider other means of 
lighting when the present agreement expires in May next. 


Mexborough. — NRW Sration. — The erection of a 
10,000-Kw. generating station in the Adwick district at a cost of 
£500,000 is being contemplated. An arrangement between the 
Mexborough Council and the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. proposes 
to place the station under the control of a Joint Board. k^ 


Middlesbrough.— NEW SrATION.—The Cleveland and 
Durham County Electric Supply Co., has expressed its regret at the 
Corporation's decision to augment the town plant in view of the 
negotiations proceedings between the two bodies for an additional 
supply of electricity to the town. The company asserts that, in con- 
junction with allied undertakings, it is erecting & power station 
at Haverton Hill, chiefly to meet the demands of Middlesbrough 
consumers. The station will have a capacity of 32,000 KW., and it 
will be necessary to lay a new high-tension network. The total 
cost, it is stated, will be considerably over £1,000,000. 

The borough electrical engineer reported that the price quoted 
for a producer gas plant was very much in excess of his estimate 
and it has, therefore, been decided to continue taking a supply from 
the local gasworks for the present. 


Monasterevan (Co. Kildare).—Stor“ DAMAGE.—During 
the recent storms the electricity company’s pumping station was 
completely wrecked, and the majority of the power station plant 
put out of action, putting the town in darkness. po 


Monmouthshire.—FLOoDED MrNE.—O wing to the failure 
of the power supply and the consequent stoppage of the pumps. 
the Ellea Colliery, Pontnewyndet, was flooded, and work stopped 
for about three days. 


Montrose.—PROPosED Price INcREASE.—The Town 
Council is allowing the proposed increase of charges for electricity 
to 8d. per unit to stand over for a month, pending investigations 
into costa of production, «с. E 


Otiey—Eectric  SuPPLY.—The District Council is 
urging the Board of Trade to grant the necessary permission to 
the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. to install eleotricity in the towy 
as soon as possible, = | 
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Stafford.— Extensions.—The Town Council is asking 


that the application for sanction to borrow’ £30,000 may be 
amended to provide for a sum of £65,000. It is proposed to install 
two 1,250-Kw. sets, with accassories, one rotary converter, and 
transformers. New buildings will have to be erected. 


South Shields.— Year's WonKING.—The borough elec- 
trical engineer's report for the year ending March 31st, 1919, shows 
that the total income of the undertaking for this period was 
£42,169, and the expenditure £30,744, leaving a gross profit of 
£11,425. After the payment of loan interest, &o., however, the 
result was a deficit of $7,287. The total number of unita generated 
was 6,766,398, and the maximum simultaneous load during the 
year was 2,709 kw. 


Sunderland, —Sv5-STATION.—The Electricity Committee 
has received permission from the Town Council to erect a trans- 
former sub-station in St. Paul's Road. The total cost of the 
building, including equipment and site, is estimated at £3,325. 


. Tasmania.—Hypro-Evectric DEPARTMENT.—TThe fifth 
annual report (1918-19) of the Hydro-Electric Department shows 
that the revenue for the year amounted to £35,767, and the total 
working expenses to £25,087, leaving a gross profit of £10,680. 
The Department's total capital expenditure to June 30th, 1919, was 
£771,506. Extensive surveys have been made of the available 
water power, and a great deal of new construction is contemplated. 


United States. WATER-POWRER BiLL.—4After a fight 
which has lasted for 10 years, the Senate has passed the Water- 
Power Bill, which provides for the creation of a commission for the 
licensing of water-power projecta for a period of 50 years, at the 
expiration of which they will revert to the Government. They 
may, however, be re-licensed if it is deemed desirable. The Bill 
will now go before the House of Representatives. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Bolton.—IMPROVEMENTS.— The Tramways Committee 


has recommended various improvements in the track, and also the 
acquisition of new cars. 


Bradford.—Contracrors’ INCREASES.—Contractors for 
the supply of gear wheels for the Corporation tramways asked for 
a 20 per cent. increase on contract prices owing to the increased 
cost of production. The Committee has agreed to bear half of this 
extra cost, 


Continental.—SwITzERLAND.—An avalanche fell near 
the Goppenstein-Loetschberg railway line late at night on January 
llth, destroying the overhead electric railway equipment and 
interrupting traffic between Italy and Berne. Till the line was 
cleared, passengers were conveyed to Goppenstein by steam trains, 
bat were obliged to make a detour on foot to join the electric rail- 
way further along the valley. 


Leeds.—PARCEL Service.—A net profit of £300 has 
been made during the past financial year on the parcel service of 
the tramways. Between April, 1918, when it was inaugurated, 
and September 30th last, the department dealt with 97,728 parcels, 
and of this total, 58,633 were carried during the six months ended 
September 30th. There is now a working arrangement for the 
carriage of parcels between the Leeds and Bradford tramways 
authorities, and between November, 1918, and September 30th, 
1919, 23,000 parcels were carried between the two cities. 


Londea.—AccIDENTs.—A car on the District Under- 
ground Railway became derailed at Whitechapel about 10 a.m. on 
Monday, and both lines between Bow Road and Aldgate East were 
temporarily closed. 

Due to an accident in the Chiswick High Road on Saturday 
morning last, the front of a L.U.T. tramcar was damaged, and a 
Р.О. letter-box was knocked down. 

A stoppage of 40 minutes was caused on the Bakerloo tube by a 
defective shoe on Monday. 


‚ Newcastle —YeEAR’s Мовкгха.— Тһе report of the 
engineer and general manager of the Corporation tramways for 
the last financial period showed a total revenue of £472,094, or 
18°94d. per car-mile, as compared with 16°82d. for the previous 
year. Working expenses increased by £58,096 to £306,490. Rates 
and taxes amounted to £34,427. During 1918-19 the number of 
passengers increased to 101,631,660 from the previous year's figure 
of 91,648,546. 


Plymouth.—ExTEN8IONS.— To enable the Corporation 
Tramways Department to deal with the requirementa of the 
travelling public, it is proposed to double the power supply. 
Twenty additional cars are to be put on, the tramways are to be 
extended on seven different routes, 30 omnibuses are to be provided, 
and a parcel-carrying system is to be established. 


Salford.— ExTENSTONS.— The Tramways Committee has 
again been requested to extend its lines to Irlam, about four miles 
away, to serve the population of this growing industrial locality. 


Swansea,—TRANSPORT.—Strong opposition was offered 
at a ratepayers’ meeting to clauses in the Corporation Bill pro- 
viding for the establishment of motor- bus services in lieu of 
tramway extensions. JU was pointed out that the cost of the 


latter was now prohibitive, the ostimate being £30,000 per mile, 
and that if the deletion of the clause referred to was insisted on, 
it would deprive important areas of transport facilities. Alderman 
T. J. Richards said the interests of 150,000 people in the outside 
areas had to be considered. The proposal to delete the clause was 
defeated, but a second amendment, deleting clauses relating to the 
provision of transport facilities for any district outside the 
borough, was carried. 


Tyneside.—TRamway : PURCHASE. — The proposal of 
the Newcastle Corporation to purchase the Tyneside tramway 
undertaking is being opposed by Wallsend and Tynemouth. 


Wolverhampton.—F Rxs.—The Tramways Committee is 
strongly opposed to the reinstatement of penny fares. The 
manager states that, although operating costa had increased from 
6'551d. per car-mile in 1918-14 to 12'356d. in 1918-19, only a 
halfpenny had been added to the original penny fares. The Com- 
mittee has, however, decided to reduce the price of workmen's 
tickets. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


A New Wireless "Calling-Up" Device.— A new 
wireless calling- up system intended mainly for saving life at 
sea, has been devised by the Marconi Co. and was recently 
demonstrated at Chelmsford. The device will enable a ship in 
distress to automatically ring alarm bells on board any vessels 
within range, and will do away with the necessity for an operator 
to be always on duty. The apparatus consists of an automatic 
transmitter, which will send out a special signal with accuracy, 
and a reliable receiver which will respond to this signal, and this 
signal only. It will ensure general and immediate attention being 
given to emergency calls, such as S. O. S.“ and T. T. T.,“ the ice 
warning. The device was used, it is stated, during the war for 
exploding mines, and its action was illustrated at the Marconi 
Works on January loth, gunpowder being fired by wireless from a 
station 30 miles away. 


Federated Malay States.— The Times Trade Supplement 
announces that large sums are being expended to improve the 
telephone and telegraph systems of the Federated Malay States. A 
trunk telephone line between Perak and Selangor is to be laid. 
Much material is required in connection with these developments. 


India.—The telephone trunk connection between Lucknow 
and Allahabad was established on December 8th. It is hoped to 
have automatic telephone exchanges established in Lucknow and 
Cawnpore by the end of the cold weather, and & central battery 
syetem installed in Allahabad. 


Strikes.—At midnight, on January 13th, a general 
strike of postal, telegraph, and telephone employés was put into 
execution throughout Italy, and all these services were suspended. 
The telegraph offices were' guarded by troops. The men asked for 
increased wages, higher bonuses, and higher overtime pay; the 
Government seemed disposed to meet the demands, but the men 
struck suddenly against the advice of their leaders. A few men 
remained at their posta in Rome, and a few urgent telegrams and 
Press messages were dealt with ; the telephone service was main- 
tained for newspapers within an immediate radius of Rome, and a 
similarly reduced service was maintained in other largetowns. The 
naval wireless stations have been placed at the disposal of the 
public whenever possible. The strike is complete in Northern 
Italy, less so in Central Italy, and only very limited in Southern 
Italy, Naples, Sicily, and Sardinia. At Palermo, Catania, and 
nearly all Sicily, in the Abruzzi, at Molise, Foggia, and other places, 
the employés refused to obey the order to strike, and the public 
services continue. In Rome 30 per oent. obeyed. During the night 
telegraphic and telephonic communication was re-established for 
Government and Ministerial purposes, with many centres in 
Northern Italy. The foreign telegraph service was, however, 
completely suspended. 

It is reported that numerous telegraph lines in the West of Ger- 
many were wrecked by the workers daring the recent strike and 
other riots. Telegrams from Berlin to England, France, and else- 
where are subject to several days’ delay owing to the damage done 


to the wires in the west and south-west by the recent storms. 


In Belgium the post men's strike tends to increase, and haa 
extended from Brussels to Antwerp, Mons, Charleroi, and other 
places. The strike coincided with the gales, which suspended 
telegraphic and telephonic communication in many directions. 

A strike has been declared hy the telephone operators at Oporto, 
who belong to the same Union as the telephone operators who are 
on strike in Lisbon. 

Masked and armed persons entered the central telephone 
exchange at Lisbon at night, and removed a number of indispen- 
sable instruments, The telephone service had for a time to be 
suspended, 


United States.— After exhaustive investigations and long 
experiment, the New York Telephone Uo., has developed a machine- 
switching central-office system of automatic telephones that has 
proved so sat is factory in a number of practical trials as to warrant 
its use in several places, says the Llectrical World. Installations 
at Dunkirk, Ithaca and Geneva were expected to be completed 
early this year. In New York City it is proposed to place this 
apparatus in three new central offices, but none of these installa- 
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tions can be completed before the end of this year. The Telephone 
Oo. is carrying out a reconstruction and expansion programme 
to meet the heavy demand for service that continued throughout 
1918, and to regain the ground lost during 1917 and 1918, when 
no telephone work other than that needed for Government purposes 
was permitted. In 1918, in addition to the large increase in the 
volume of traffic from existing stations, there was a net gain 
in new stations installed since January lst, 1918, of 100,000 in 
New York City and ita immediate vioinity. The new system will 
not do away with the need for operators; in New York City the 
operating force was increased by 2,000 new workers in the 
last nine months of 1918, and 1,000 more are expected to be 
engaged in the first few months of this year. There will be no cur- 
tailment of this foroe, which soon will number 12,000. Experience 
has shown that the best method of changing from une type of 
apparatus to another is to use the new type on all larger replace- 
ments and for taking care of growth so that the most modern 
types of equipment can be gradually brought into use with the 
least amount of disturbance to the service and loss of time, and 
without any radical effect upon employés or upon the financial 
situation. The different types of equipment will interconnect 
without difficulty. The system is extremely simple to operate. 
Instead of telling the desired number to an operator, the subscriber 
indicates it himself by manipulating a dial attached to the regular 
telephone instrument. This dial is equipped with 10 finger holes, 
each carrying one of the 10 numerals. In some cases the dial will 
be marked with oertain letters of the alphabet. In addition to the 
development in New York, installations of the new system are 
understood to have been made also in several cities in the territory 
of other Bell companies. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 
dear e гө RETE E Hrraw oe ачу ы оң ONE 
Notice" appeared.) 
OPBN. 


Aberdeen.—January 31st. Electricity Committee. Two 
water-tube boilers, with superheaters, eoonomisers, steel chimney 


and accessories. (January 9th.) 
Aldershot.— February 17th. Urban District Council. 
Electricity Department. Geared turbine and generator, condensing 


L4 


Australia.—SvpNzvy.— March 1st. Municipal Council. 
Supply of 2,000-K.v.A., 5,000 to 10,000-v. transformers. Electric 
Lighting Department, Town Hall. 

March 10th. City Council. Supply of 6,600.v. switchgear for 
sub-station switch houses, &0., and of six 200-K.v.A., three-phase 
transformers. Specifications from City Electrical Engineers' Office, 
Melbourne.—Jndustrial Australian and Mining Standard, 


plant, pumps, water-tube boiler and superheater, cables, &c. (See 


Belfast.— February 14th. Tramways Committee. Tram- 
way's stores, including electrical accessories, cable, lampe, carbon 
brushes, trolley wire, &c. (See this iesue.) 


Bray.— January 30th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Works. One 200-в.н.р. Diesel engine, direct coupled to a 
135- K. v. A. single-phase alternator and exciter. (January 9th.) 


Bradford.—January 28th. Corporation. Two electric 
battery locomotives. (December 26th.) 


Colne.—Electricity Department. New or second-hand 
1,250-KWw. to 2,000-Kw., 6,600-v. turbo-alternator, with condensing 
plant. (January 16th.) 

Edinburgh. February 9th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. One overhead travelling crane. (J anuary 16th.) 

Greenock. — February 8rd. Corporation. Electrical 
installation work at 114 houses. Particulars from Mr. A. Nimmo, 
Town Clerk. 

Ilford. January 27th. Urban District Council. Elec- 


tricity Department. One 1,000-Kw. converting plant, cooling 
tower, motor-driven air compressor, L.T. cables. (January 9th.) 


London.—IsLincTon.—January 28th. Electricity Com- 
mittee. Stores, including cables, meters, electric lampe, &o., for 12 
months. (December 19th.) 

New Zealand.—AvuckKLAND.—September 1st. Harbour 
Board. 12 5-ton(and alternatively 12 3-ton) semi-portable balanced 
jib level Luffing electric cranes. Specifications from the Agents 
of the Board, Messrs. W. & A. McArthur, Ltd., 18/19, Silk Street, 
Cripplegate, EC. 

Poutypridd.—January 30th. Urban District Council. 
Electricity Department. Rotary converter, transformer and 
switchgear. (January 9th.) 

Stockton-on-Tees.— February 5th. District Fund, Gas 
and Electricity Committees, Articles and stores for six months. 
(See this issue.) 


Warrington.— February 10th. Electricity and Tramways 
Committee. Two water-tube boilers; two mechanical stokers 
(underfeed type); water softener. (See this issue.) 


Whitby.—January 30th. Urban District Council. Turbo- 
alternator, condenser, air and circulating pumps, water-tube boiler, 
А ыш transformer, А.О. switch E.H.T, cables, (See 


CLOSED. 


Barnsley.— Electricity Committee :— 


H.T. switchgear.—Ferguson, Pailin, Ltd., £292. 

L.T. eable.—B. I. & Helaby Cables, Ltd., £595. 

1,800-xw. turbo-alternator, complete with condensing plant, air filter and 
recording a tus.—English Electric Co., £28,879. 

Water-tube boiler, stoker, economiser and induced-draught fan.—Babcook 
and Wilcox, Ltd., £8,545. 

One turbine boiler feed pump.— Mather & Platt, 2446. 


Bradford.— Tramways Committee :— 


gl AA тре car trucks, £19,140; 194 electrical tramcar equipments; 
£48, 069.— English Electric Co., Ltd. 
20 tramcar bodies, £29,300. — English Electrio Co., Ltd. 
Electricity Committee :— 
Three 150-x.v.a. and two 607-k.v.4. transformers.—Ferranti, Ltd. 
Three 260-x.v.a. tranformers.—Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd. 
Two 400-x.v.a. transformers.—British Electrical Transformer Co., Ltd. 
4. C. ВІ" switehgear, Bolton Road sub-stetion (including gear for two 
aditional rotaries and Merz-Prioe protective gear).—A. Reyrolle & Co., 


Bolgium.—The Belgian State Railway Authorities іп 
Brussels recently invited tenders for the supply of a large quantity 
of electric eables. There was keen international competition for the 
orders ; among the British firms tendering being the Enfield Cable 
Works, Ltd.; Henley’s Telegraph Works, Ltd.; the Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Oo., Ltd.; and the B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 

The last-named concern submitted the lowest tenders for several 
of the lota, totalling 168,000 metres of cables of different kinds. 


Dnbiin.—The Port and Docks Board is purchasing from 
the Dublin Dockyard Co. three electrically-driven winches for £550. 


Epsom.— Urban District Council :— 
noe Diesel engine at the electricity works.—Banks, Warner & Co., 


Sheffield. — The Birmingham Розі says that Labour 
representatives have raised strong objection in the Sheffield Corpora- 
tion to the practice of that body in placing large contracts for 
engineering material without disclosing details of prices. The 
recommendations of the Electricity Committee, relating to certain 
contracts for machinery and material, were, in consequence, sent 
back for fuller information. It was stated that in one case the 
amount involved was over £60,000, but that fact was not disclosed 
in the minutes. 


Sunderland.— Electricity Department :— 


Service cable.—Pirelli-General Cable Works, Ltd. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Electrical Power rs’ Association (West Yorks. Section). — 
Saturday, January 24th. At the Y.M.O.A,, Albion Place, Leeds. At 6.45 
E. Lecture on The Legitimate Sphere of Trade Unionism," by Mr. F. 

ey. 
(Derby and District Section). — Saturday, January 81st. At the 

Albert Hotel, Nottingham. At 7 p.m. Address by the President. 


Institution of Civil Engineers.—Tuesday, January 27th. At Gt. George 
Street, B. W. At 5.80 po Further discussion on papers on Whitby, 
Blyth and Sunderland Harbours.“ 


Illuminating Enginee Society.—Tuesda January 97th. At the Royal 
Society 4 Arte, John eset Adelphi. At p. m iscussion on Colour 


Na by Natural and Artificia) Light," to be opened by Mr. L. O. 
artin e 


of Electrical Engineers (South-Midiand Centre),—Wedneeday, 
January 28th. At the University, Birmingham. At 7 p.m. Pa on 
" Failures of Turbo- generators and Suggestions for Improvements,” by Mr. 
J. Shepherd. 

(North-Eastern Centre).— Monday, January Sth. At the Armstrong 
College, Newcastle. At 7.15 p.m. Paper on Failures of Turbo-generators, 
and Suggestions for Improvements," by Mr.J. Shepherd. Friday, January 
80th. Annual dinner. 


(North-Western Centre). Tuesday, January 27th. At the eers’ 
Club, Manchester. At 7 p.m. Paper on Transformers for ectrio 
Furnaces,” by Mr. J. L. Thompson. 


Students’ Section).—Friday, January Both. At the City and Guilds 
Engineering College, Leonard Street, Finsbury, E.C. At7 p.m. Discussion 
on Quantity Production as a Panacea,” to be open by Major K. 
Edgcumbe, В.Е. (T.) 
Edinburgh Electrical Society.— Wednesday, January 23th. At 8 p.m. At 
the Philosophical Institution. Discussion on the I. E. E. Regulations for 
the Electrical Equipment of Ships,'' introduced by Mr. D. 8. Munro. 


Wireless Society of London. Thursday, January 99th. At the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, Gt. S Street, S. W. At 6 GW. Illustrated lecture 
ов e оне Valve Bet and some Properties of C. W. Circuits," by Mr. R. 
i er. 
Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Friday, January 30th. At Albemarle 
ач pr^ at 9 p.m. Lecture on The Gyrostatic Compass, by Mr. B. G. 
rown, F.R.S. 


Saturday, January 31st. At 8 p.m. Lecture on The Astronomical 
Evidence Bearing on Einstein's Theory of Gravitation,” by Sir F. W. Dyson 
F. R. S. 


Junior Institution of Engineers. Friday, January 30th. At 89, Victoria 
Street, S. W. At 7.30 p.m. Paper on The Manufacture of Hydrogen Gas 
by the Silicol Process, for Airships and Commercial Purposes," by Mr. G. 
E. Lygo. 

Royal Photographic Society. Russell Square, W.—Exhibition of prints 
lent by the Rontgen Society. Open till February 7th, 
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Е NOTES. 


Concert,—The Sheffield Electrical Social Union held a 
grand Bohemian concert at the Royal Victoria Hotel, Sheffield, on 
the 15th inst. The proceedings, which were very successful, lasted 
from 7 to ll p.m. Messrs; F. H. V. Hooper and F. Leng acted as 
musical directors. Mr. A. Luoas is president of the Union, and 
Mr. с of 15, Cleveland Street, Sheffield, fills the office of 
secretary, 


Ramsay Memorial. Fund.—The Sloan Electrical Co., 
Ltd., acting upon instructions received from Messrs. Philips 
Glowlampworks, Ltd., Eindhoven, Holland, has forwarded a dona- 


сов т £500 to the Organising Secretary of the Ramsay Memorial 
un 


Áccldent.— While Edward Owens, an operator at the 
Larbert (Stirlingshire) Picture Palace, was doing some repairs to 
the electrical connections which oontrol the action of the kinema 
machine, his pliers came in contact with a live piece of steel, 
with the result that he sustained a 400-volt shock, causing severe 
burns to both hands. At last news he was in a serious condition. 


Wireless Telephones for the Yukon.—Recent gold 
discoveries in British Columbia have resulted in a call for tele- 
phonic communication over snow-bound land, where no roads 
| have yet been cut. A Yukon member of the Overseas Club has 
written to the Overseas Trade Bureau, asking to be put in touch 
with a firm which can supply wireless telephone outfits to connect 
Dawson and a camp 200 miles distant.— Daily Chronicle, 


Electric Refrigerators.— In order to determine accurately 
the best type of inachinery to install in & new refrigerating plant, 
& firm of consulting engineers of New York made a detailed 
analysis of the initial and operating costs. This plant was to have 
a total capacity of 600 tons based оп a brine temperature of 
— 15° F. (— 26° C.) with a suction pressure of 3 lb. (0'2 kg.) gauge 
and. a ‘condenser pressure of 166 lb. (11 kg.). Consideration was 
kiven to the following types of installation: — (1) Absorption 
machines ; (2) Steam-driven compressors with Corliss engines; 
(3) Steam-driven compound compressors ; (4) High-speed simple 
compressors driven by synchronous motors; and (5) High-speed 
compound compressors driven by synchronous motors. The cost of 
are for these yarious methods of operation was found 
to $277,113, $238,728, $237,728, $158,165, and $157,165 
respectively, making the motor-driven high-speed compound com- 
preesor installation cheapest. The operating expenses under the 
fivé methods of operation considered are about as shown in the 

Я а OPERATING EXPENSES, 

. Туре ої pant. ` No. 1. No. 2. No. 8. No. 4. No. 5. 

“ost of plant &280,000 $240,000 240,000 $160,000 §160,0C0 


Power or fuel per year (tons 
and KM.) 8.780 5.075 4,475 5,758,700 6,026,700 


Cost power ог fuel per year.. ^297,500 815.956 214,100 45,000 41,250 


Staff ice oe А у» 18,475 13.475 13.475 10,505 10,505 
Maintenance АР s 8,750 6,800 6,800 4,000 4,000 
ОН, waste, ammonia, 

water, &c. os % . 10,000 7,530 7,350 4,000 4,009 
Total operating expen 69,725 43,791 41,725 63,505 59,755 
Interest, 6 per cent. .. 25 16,500 14,400 14,400 9,600 9,6: 0 
Depreciation, 34 percent. .. 9.330 8,000 8.0.0 5,330 5,339 
Insurance ua ae ža 430 240 240 160 160 
Total plant expense .. .. 580,85 $66,431 364,965 878,595 $74,845 
Deduct rental for space re- т | 

leased by use of electrically- : 

driven plant. at ae — — — 11 .c00 14.000 


Total net plant expense .. $86,135 866,431 864,365 964,595 60, N45 
*Coal at $8:15 per long ton and energy at 0:00825 per kilowatt-hour. 
accompanying table. Again the cost is less for motor-driven 
compound compressors. As a result of these estimates four 
refrigerating machines were installed, each to be driven by a 
synchronous motor. The other electrical equipment consists of 
six 500-KW. transformers which convert energy from 7,830-volt, 
three-phase, 614-cycle to 1,950-volt, two-phase energy.— Electrical 

World, — 


“Eda” becomes Beda.”—On January 17th there was 
egistered at Somerset House the British Electrical Development 
Association, a company limited by guarantee. to promote and 
protect electrical industry and enterprise in the British Empire, 
wnd to develop the demand and uses of electricity. 


Tube Improvements.—A correspondent of the Daily 
Telegraph suggests a scheme for the relief of the present con- 
gestion on the London underground railways. This is the pro- 
vision of & central platform for in-going passengers only—the 
existing side platforms being used for unloading passengers. 
Trains would thus have a platform on either side. The cost is not 
likely to recommend the scheme to the serious attention of the 
railway companies, although no doubt the result would justify the 
expenditure from the travellera’ point of view. 


Fuel Research.— The Lord President of the Council 
has approved the appointment of Colonel Sir Frederic Nathan, 
K.B.E., late R.A., to be Power Alcohol Investigation Officer under 
the Fuel Kesearch Board of the Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research. Prof. Pierce Purcell, who was secretary of the 
Irish Peat Inquiry Committee, has also been appointed to act as 
Peat Investigation Officer under the Fuel Research Board. The 
duties of the Peat Investigation Ofticer will be to keep the Board 
informed of all progress in connection with research into the 
utilisation of peat, to continue and extend experiments on the 
mechanical cutting and winning of peat, and to make arrange- 
men. to oa eful tests of the use of peat as a fuel under boilers, 


Water-Hammer in Pipe Lines.—In Le Génie Civil of 


January 3rd, there appears an article by M. A. Causse on the 


phenomenon of water-hammer in the pressure conduits of hydraulic : 


power installations, The author pointe out that with a view to 
economy of capital in modern practice, the speed of the water has 
been raised from 2 or 3 metres per second to 5 or 6 metres, with 
the result that water-hammer has greatly increased in importance. 
The phenomenon is exceedingly complex. The author deals with 
the problem analytically and shows that the shocks due to water- 
hammer can be predetermined, the calculated values agreeing well’ 
with experimental resulte. 


Scientific Management.— With a view to educating the 
public, particularly those people engaged in commercial activity, 
in this subject, the Industrial League and Council has organised a 
series of lectures to be given in the Conference Hall of the Central 
Hall, Westminster. Among the speakers, together with their 
subjects, who are due to give lectures, are: Mr. J. F. Butterworth, 
Modern Methods in Industry "; Major E. A. Pells, ‘‘ Conditions 
the Workers May Control"; Mr. W. J. Grosart, " Evolution of 
Modern Methods in Industry "; Mr. H. Atkinson, " Eoonomical 
Production and Prevention of Waste"; Mr. F. C. Laurence, '" The 
Effect of Modern Industrial Methods on Employment and Wages " ; 
and Mr. J. F. Butterworth, Resulta Achieved in Industry by 
Modern Methods.“ Anyone desirous of attending the conferences 


can obtain full particulars from the Secretary to the Industrial 


League and Council, at 66, Victoria Street, 8.W. 1. 


Electricity Supply Act.—The London Gazette for January 
20th, publishes the following notice issued by the Ministry of 
Transport :—" That it is proposed to issue an order in council, 
under the title of ‘The Ministry of Transport (Electricity Supply) 
Order, 1920, whereby the 23rd of January, 1920, will be fixed as 
the date from which the duties of the Board of Trade in relation to 
the matters specified in the Act will be transferred to the Minister 
of Transport." . | "E 


Inquiries.— Makers of “ Limpet ” plugs are asked for. 


Educational.— UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OF 
LONDON.—An appeal has been issued for £100,000 for the purpose 
of erecting new engineering laboratories for the College. The 
School of Engineering was established as long ago as 1828, and 
has to its credit the names of many distinguished engineers; the 
present buildings were opened in 1893, and are totally inadequate 
for the accommodation of the students already in attendance, to 
say nothing of those who seek admission. One important feature 
of the new scheme is an hydraulic laboratory, to be called after 
the late Mr. Charles Hawksley. Lord Cowdray has given £10,000 
to the. fund, with a conditional promise of another £10,000. 
Donations may be sent to Prince Arthur of Connaught, 42, Upper 
Grosvenor Street, W. 1, or to Sir Ernest Moir, at the College. We 
commend the scheme to our readers, especially those who are old 
students of University College. 


Fatalitles.—An inquiry was held on January 8th by the 


Manchester City Coroner (Mr. C. W. W. Surridge) into the circum- 


stances attending the death of a seven-year-old child named 
Florence Pearson, who was knocked down by a tramcar when 
croesing the atreet and died a few minutes later. The driver of 
the car said he sounded his gong and applied the brakes, but could 
not bring the car to a standstill in time. The safety device in front 
of the car could not pick her up owing to the peculiar manner in 
which she fell. If she had been a bigyer peraon she would have 
been automatically placed on the safety frame, but as she was very 
amall, the body was dragged under the lifting portion. A verdict 
of "Accidental Death was returned, the Coroner stating that no 
blame was attached to the driver. 


Found lying in an outhouse with her hair caught in the engine 
of & plant for lighting the house by electricity—which her brother, 
aged 20, had fitted up, and taught her to control—Doris Little, 15, 
of Tottenham, died in hospital from scalp wounds, At the inquest, 
on January l4th, it was stated that she was very proud of being 
able to start the engine. She had told her mother that she was 
turning off the switch so as to save current.—Verdict, " Accidental 
Death." 


The Hvid Engine.—A recent issue of Power describes, in 
detail, & little-known internal-combustion engine for which it is 
claimed that it possesses all the advantages and none of the dis- 
advantages of the Diesel type. The Hvid engine is designed to run 
on paraffin, and is of the four-cycletype. Its chief features are the 
elimination of ignition devices and the use of compressed air, as 
both principles are embodied in the operation of the engine itaelf, 
Briefly its action is as follows:—On the first (suction) stroke a 
charge of air is admitted to the cylinder, and at the same time a 
fuel valve opens and fills a small cup. On the compression stroke, 
the air is subjected toa pressure sufficient to raise it to a tempera- 
ture high enough to ignite the more volatile elements of the oil in 
the cup. This causes a small explosion which forces the rest of the 
oil into the compression chamber. The heated air in this chamber 
causes rapid combustion to take place, and the piston. is forced 
back. The exhaust stroke then drives out the products of com- 
bustion. In addition to the advantages previously mentioned, the 
fuel consumption is small, and the engine will operate on any oil 
that flows. It has been produced in sizes as low as 14 H.P. The 
article contains curves showing the relative fuel consumption of 
the Hvid engine and other types. At 8 B. H.P. the consumption of 
the Hvid is given as 44 lb. per B.H.P -hour, as compared with '61 
for a paraffin-driven engine with throttling governor, and 71 for 
& petrol engine with a " hit and miss " governor, 


— — 
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Prize Awards.—The French Academy of Sciences has 
awarded part of the Plumey prize (1,500 fr.) to M. Maurice Poincet, 
for his researches on the blades of steam turbines ; the Kastner- 
Boursault. prize to M. Maurius Latour, for researches on. electric 
motors; the Gaston Planté prize to M. E. Brylinski, for work in 
applied electricity ; the Hébert prize to M. Raymond Jouaust, for 
work on magnetism, electrical standards, photometry, and wireless 
telegraphy ; the Hughes prize to M. Henri Chaumat, for work on 
ozone. indigo and other dyes, and electrotechnics ; the Pierson- 
Perrin prize to M. Georges Sagnao, for work on secondary X-rays ; 
and the Clément Félix foundation to M. Charles Féry, to enable 
him to continue experiments on the production of a small dry 
accumulator, 


\ 

Appointments Vacant.— Assistant sub-station attendant 
(778. Id.), plumber-jointer (98s. 3d.), jointer's mate (78s. 2d.) for 
the Stoke Newington Borough Council electricity department; 
janior mains assistant and draughtsman (£4) for the Cheltenham 
Corporation electricity department ; meter repairer (mechanician) 
(39s. + 338. 6d. + 12) per cent.) for the Lancaster Corporation 
electricity works; overhead linesman (798.) for the Burnley 
Borough electricity department; cable jointer for the Bacup 
Corporation electricity department; E. H. T. plumber-jointer (948.) 
for the Swansea Corporation electricity department. See our 
advertisement pages to-day. 


Naval Telegraphist Ratings.—It is officially announced 
that in future all telegraphist ratings who have passed as tele- 
graphiste, and are otherwise qualified for entry, may be enrolled in 
the Royal Fleet Reserve. 


Radiographic Exhlbition.—4An interesting exhibition of 
X-ray photograms is being held by the Róntgen Society, at the 
Russell Square Rooms of the Royal Photographic Society. The pro- 
gress achieved in this art is evidenced by a comparison between the 
first radiogram from a human hand made in London 24 years ago. 
with 20 minutes exposure, and one taken last month with an 
exposure of 135 second. 


Liverpool Electricians’ Lock-Out.— On Monday а lock- 
out was declared by a number of Liverpool employers in the elec- 
trical contracting industry, the National Federated Electrical 
Association having adopted the following resolution :—‘‘In con- 
sequence of the action taken by the Electrical Trades Union in 
withdrawing their members from certain firms in the National 

Federated Electrical Association, owing to the non-ratification of 
the new rules by the National Joint Industrial Council, this 
Association declares a lock-out of a)l Electrical Trades Union men 
employed in the Building Section (other than staff hands), as and 
from 5.30 p.m., January 19th, 1920." It is stated locally that the 
new working rules had been agreed by the District Joint Industrial 
Council, but had not been ratified by the National Joint Industrial 
Council, which put forward a number of amendments. The Union, 
however, admits the National Councils right to veto, but as it 
had not done so, claims that the rules should be in operation. A 
number of men ceased work last week-end to enforce recognition 
of the new rules, and the employers responded by the declaration 
of a lock-out. It is understood that some 400 men have ceased 
work in Liverpool and district. 


The “ Electrical World” of New York.— We congratulate 
our contemporary upon having emerged from the difficulties 
occasioned by the strike in tbe printing trades in New York. The 
issue of December 27th, just to hand, states that the paper was then 
returning from ita temporary home at Buffalo, where nine issues 
had been published, to its home quarters in New York. - 


Appointments in India.— In its issue of November last, 
Indian Industries and Power refers to the growing demand for 
engineers in India, and for skilled men in most industries, and 
quotes with approval the letter of Mr. W. T. I. Turner, which 
appeared in our issue of September 26th. Our contemporary says :— 
** There is a great deal in these warnings. 
risen over 2s., there has been a corresponding rise in the cost of 
living, and in Bombay a single man will have much trouble in 
getting accommodation at Rs. 150 a month. The average in the 
hotels would be Rs. 300 per month, and there is difficulty in getting 
a room even at that price. In private boarding houses the charges 
have risen with the great demand. With the Japanese elbowing 
the Earopean out of the residential districts and the dearth of hotels 
and boarding houses.in Bombay and Calcutta, we may say that the 
position has grown worse. Firms bringing out new men must 
find accommodation for them, and to do this they had better devote 
their early and prompt attention to the suburbs, and purchase 
what bungalows are availuble, or arrange to build. Further, it 
would be advisable to give the new-comers a full and frank state- 
ment of the conditions and the cost of living. We would like to 
see every firm handle this subject in a similar manner to that 
employed by the Tate Co. Their booklet on the living conditions 
at Jamsedpur is one of the fairest and most explicit we have seen. 
Jt might be improved by a few illustrations, but that is a detail. 


It prevents а man from feeling that he has been brought out here. 


under false pretences, and tends to make him have confidence in 

his firm and his prospects. Employers of European labour in India 

do not give sufficient attention to these matters, and very often find 
their staffs discontented and unhappy in their surroundings. The 
European engaged for work in India is entitled to careful con- 
sideration, and if he is a married man, his case has a special claim, 
for tne outlook for a married man with a small family is distinctly 
gloomy." 


Although the rupee has' 


The Accident to Submarine: K. 13.“ Onè of the most 
thrilling and absorbing war stories that we have seen was 
contained in an address by Mr. Percy A. Hillhouse, B. Sc., 
to the Greenock Association of Engineers and Shipbuilders, 
which was reproduced in The Channel for November, 1919. . 

It will be remembered that К 13 was one of two sub- 
marines ordered from the Fairfield Co. late in 1915; she was 
no less than 330 ft. long, displaced 2,600 tons, and was fitted 
with water-tube boilers and turbines for surface propulsion, 
for under-water work she had the usual battery and motor 
equipment. Her normal crew numbered 52. After pre- 
luninary trials, including successful submergences, on January 
29th, 1917, ehe dived in the Gareloch to 83 ft. for two hours, 
and was accepted as satisfactory. A second short dive was 
undertaken, with 80 persons on board, including representa- 
tives of the Admiralty, the builders, and various contractors: 
amongst these were Messrs. D. Renfrew and S. R. Black 
(Kelvin, Bottomley & Baird), W. V. Hancock (Admiralty 
electrical overseer), E. J. Skinner, manager, and his assistant, 
К. Neate (electrical departinent, Fairfield Shipyard), and the 
author (naval architect, Fairfield Shipyard). The dive com- 
meneed, but almost immediately it became evident that eome- 
thing was wrong, and the ship sank rapidly; water was found 
to be pouring into the boiler room, and the watertigAt doors 
were closed. A jet of water through a voice pipe caused 
short-circuiting on the switchboard, blowing fuses and setting 
the cables on fire; attempts to smother the flames with wet 
sacks resulted in shocks, until means were devised to avoid 
that trouble, and the pungent smoke was highly irritating. 
Every effort was made to rise by blowing out water and 
letting go the drop keels, without effect. Fortunately the 
batteries were fully charged, and energy was available for 
lighting, pumping, and compressing air. The situation ap- 
peared desperate, and all felt that there was no hope of escape. 
The unusual appearance of the dive had attracted attention 
on the surface, and the work of rescue was immediately 
put in hand. On the ship, 48 persons were gathered in the 
forward portion, including all those named above except 
Mr. Neate, in a space of about 12,000 cu. ft., and it appeared 
that the supply of oxygen would last for about six hours: 
actually the prisoners were entombed for 42 hours, in an 
atmosphere in which a match would not inflame. The com- 
pressed air store was drawn upon gradually, but breathing 
became painful and difficult. All the while, the danger that 
the salt water would reach the batteries and generate chlorine 
gas was present. How the two commanders, Herbert and 
Goodhart, took the desperate chance of leaving the vessel to 
inform the rescuers as to the conditions, we fave not apace 
to tell; the former perished, but Commander .Goodhart, who 
had not intended to make the attempt, was blown out by 
a fortunate chance and rendered invaluable assistance at the 
surface. Eventually the bow of the vessel was raised by 
blowing in compressed air from above; but the danger of 
chlorine gas was increased by this, as the water could not 
be pumped out. At intervals throughout the ordeal, fuses 
blew on the switchboard and the corresponding lights were 
extinguished. In altering connections to an air compressor 
a short circuit was made which blew the main fuse, and put 
the whole ship in darkness for the last six hours. After 55 
hours' durance of the vilest, all were released, but next dav 
ihe ship again sank to the bottom. It was found that the 
four air inlets to the boiler room had been left open when 
submerging; the man who forgot them paid for his error 
with his hfe. Mr. Skinner was one of those to whom the 
Admiralty awarded special commendation for their services. 
The story, which is highly detailed, is of surpassing interest. 


Water Power in the U.S.A.—The Secretary of the 
Department of the Interior in his last annual report, emphasiges 
the necessity for further hydro-electrical developments. The 
Geological Survey has estimated the total available water power 
in the States as 54,000,000 н.р. The last official census, taken in 
1912, showed that the developed power from this source was only 
4,870,000 H P., about 9 per cent. of the total resources. 


Fixation of Nitrogen.—The U.S. Government has intro- 
duced a Bill into the Senate and House of Representatives pro- 
viding for the formation of a Fixed Nitrogen Corporation. The 
corporation stock will be owned exclusively by the Government. 
The functions of this body will be the manufacture, production, 
and development of atmospheric nitrogen, chiefly for military and 
agricultural purposes, The Bill empowers the Corporation to 
purchase existing plant, and to take over the hydro-electric 
undertaking at Muscle Shoals when completed. : 


Anstralian Postal Finance.—The Postmaster-General of 


Australia reports a surplus of approximately £556,804 for the year 
1918-19, The total earnings of the postal system were £6,158,029. 
while the working expenses, including interest, amounted to 
£5,601,225. The last years profit was £387,382. Every branch 
increased its business, and the following advances on last year's 
earnings were given :—Telephones, £161,314 ; telegraphs, £81,677 ; 
and postal, £140.884. The Postmaster-General states that the 
years profit is equivalent to the interest on a £20,000,000 
war loan. | . 


An American Electric Саг. — Тһе Light Car announces 
that an American concern is contemplating the production of an 
electrically-driven light car weighing leas than 10 cwt. It will 
carry its own “charging plant” in the form of a small air-cooled 
engine, . | ' 
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INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—Arrangementa for the 
second part of the session, 1919-20, are as follows :— 


ORDINARY MEETINGS. 


February 12th.—Major K. Edgoumbe, В.Е. (T.), The Protection 
of Alternating-Ourrent Distribution Systems without the use of 
Special Conductors.” 


February 26th.—Reginald!Morton, M.D., On the Efficiency of 
High-Tension Transformers as used for X-ray Purposes.” Major 
C. E. S. Phillips, O. B. E., The Problem of Interrupted and 
Fluctuating Currents.” В.В. Wright, High-Tension Transformers.” 
Joint meeting with the Röntgen Society and the Electro- 
Therapeutic Section of the Royal Society of Medicine. 

(At the Royal Society of Medicine, Wimpole Street, W., 5 to 
6.45 p.m., and 8.15 to 10 p.m.). 

March 4th.—Annual dinner. At the Connaught Rooms (7 for 
7.30 p.m.). 

WIRELESS SECTIONAL MEETINGS. 


February 18th and March 17th.—To be announced later. 


INFORMAL MEETINGS. 


February 2nd.—Major T. Rich, O.B.E., “ Engineering Experiences 
during the War." 

February 16th.—A. B. Eason, “ Automatic Telephony for Private 
Branch Exchanges." 

March 1st.—R. E. Dickinson, "The Future of Labour in the 
Engineering Industry." 

March 15th.—J. W. Beauchamp and 8. M. Hills, " Industrial 
Electric Heating." 

Maroh 29th.—To be announced later. 

April 19th.—G. H. Ayres, “ Group r. Individual Driving." 


MEETINGS OF TERRITORIAL CENTRES. 
North-Eastern Centre. 


January 26th.—J : Shepherd, Failures of Turbo-Generators and 
Suggestions for Improvements.” 

February 9th.—J. L. Thompson, “Transfcrmers for Electric 
Furnaces.” 


February 23rd.—L. H. A. Carr, “Some Magnetic Problems,” 
(Lecture). 
North Midland Centre. 


February 10th.— E. Cross, The Rotherham Power Station." 
March 9th.—To be announced later. 


March 23rd.—To be announoed later. Joint meeting with the 
Association of Mining Electrical Engineers. 


North-Western Centre. 


January 27th.—J. L. Thompeon, “Transformers for Electric 
Farnaces.”’ 

February l0th.—Lieut.-Col. Е. C. Aldous, D. S. O., and A. E. Leigh 
Взапев, M.A., “ A Oritical Survey of Power Supply in the Rhine 
Valley.” 

February 24th.—Informal discussion on Electricity Supply 
Tariffs.” 

Scottish Centre. 


February 10th.—J. L. Thompson, “Transformers for Electric 
Furnaces.” 

March 9th.—Major К. Edgcumbe, R.E. (T.), " The Protection of 
Alternating-Current Distribution Systems without the use of 
Special Conductors.” 


South Midland (Centre. 


January 28th.—J. Shepherd, “ Failures of Turbo-Generators and 
Suggestions for Improvements.” 
February llth.—Informal discussion on B.E.S.A. Specification 
No. 72. 
Western Centre. 


February 2nd.—To be announced later. 
March 18t.—Prof. D. Robertson. Electric Clocks." 
April 5th.—Prof. F. Bacon, Thermionic Valves." 


Association of Mining Electrical Engineers. — At the monthly 
meeting of the Yorkshire branch of this Association, held at 
Leeds on January 9th, a paper by Mr. Idris Jones, of the South Wales 
branch, on " Practical Mining Electrical Notes” was read by the 
president, Mr. R. Holiday. The notes, originally read at Bargoed 
in March last, were of a technical nature, and had particular 
reference to points which arise on E.H.T., A.C. systems in collieries, 
which are linked up and working in parallel. The items 
specifically dealt with were load and voltage adjustments, increased 
forces under fault conditions, and the earthed neutral. The 
president observed that as yet few members in the West Riding 
had had actual experience of E.H.T. plant, though several were 
working in the South Yorkshire coalfield. 


Faraday Soclety.--The syinposium organised by the president, 
Sir Robert Hadfield, on Wednesday last week. was highly successful. 
The exhibition of microscopes and specimens was exceptionally 
interesting, and valuable information was contained in the papera 
that were read. Sir Robert, who presided, and afterwards enter- 
tained 150 guests at dinner, pointed out the backward state of the 


British optical industry at the outbreak of war, and the importance 
of ensuring that such a condition should not recur. All the 
requirements could be met by the Anglo-Saxon in the near future. 


Liverpool Engineering Soclety.—The society's annual dinner is 
to be held at the Exchange Station Hotel, Liverpool, at 7.30 p.m., 
Thursday, February 12th. 


National Association of Supervising Electricilans.—On Saturday 
last the annual dinner of the Association was held at the Holborn 
Restaurant; the President, Mr. J. S. Highfield, presided, and there 
were 114 guests. The toast of "The King” was given by the 
President before the sorbet, and at a later stage Mr. A. W. Beaver 
proposed the health of The Association," which, he said, was 
formed in 1914 mainly for educational purposes, but was registered 
as a Trade Union in 1918, in order to secure representation on the 
Whitley Councils; however, owing to the veto of the Electrical 
Trades Union, the Association was not admitted to the Federation, 
and therefore was not represented at the Trade Union Congress. 
The Congress was the loser, for the Association represented the 
brains of the contracting industry. Mr. R. W. Whitley, chairman 
of the Council, in reply, said that the Association was the finest of 
its kind, but ought to be more pushful," and concluded by reading 
amusing letters which he had not received from distinguished 
statesmen. Mr. W. J. Revell, in proposing " The President," said 
that to know him was to love him, and congratulated the Associa- 
tion on his consenting to retain the post for another year. Mr. 
Highfield, in responding, expressed his pleasure and pride on being 
invited to be President for a third year; he said the Association 
had had chequered times in the pest, and was likely to have more 
in the future, but he was certain that out of the chaos created by 
the war, would be built the finest Empire that had ever been. The 
prestige of this country had never stood so high, and it was their 
duty to light the way for the peoples of the world. "They could 
do that by work, but they ought also to langh—laughter was better 
than all the arguments in the world. Mr. C. J. Banister proposed 
" Kindred Associations," with which, he said, the N. A. S. E. was on 
very amicable terms; it had recently been affiliated to the Federa- 
tion of Scientific and Technical Societies, which would help it to 
secure representation on the Whitley Councils. Mr. W. A. Jones 
responded, and referred to a proposal to form another Federation 
which would shortly come before the Association, and which would 
require careful consideration. Hitherto they had met with some 
opposition, but that was dwindling, and the Labour Unions were 
recognising the value of the technical men. Mr. Perks proposed 
" The Press," for which Mr. A. H. Allen responded, and finally 
Mr. S. P. Ives gave the toast of The Visitors,” which was 
acknowledged by Mr. Hogan. A musical programme was provided, 
in which Mr. Jock Walker was especially successful, and the 
function was thoroughly enjoyed by the members and their guests. 


Institution of Post Office Electrical Engineers.— At the annual 
meeting of the London Centre of this Institution, held on 
January 19th, at the Royal Society of Arts, the way in which 
telephone and telegraph communication was kept up between 
G.H.Q. and the British Armies, corps, and divisions in France was 
described. Major H. Brown, who was in charge of the work, 
explained how what he called the Victory line to Germany was 
constructed. Whenever there was a forward movement, the 
Signalling Service was responsible for keeping up communica- 
tions with the Commander-in-Chief's train close to the fighting 
units. On the morning of the Armistice an order was received 
from headquarters: " We want 16 wires to the Rhine; get on 
with it at once." Arrangements were made that night for sending 
400 extra men belonging to telegraphic construction companies to 
assist in the work, together with the requisite stores, transport, 
and two Pontoon Parks, consisting of 28 four-wheeled drive 
lorries and 56 trailers, which were very hard to get started and 
very difficult to stop when once they did start. Lantern slides 
were exhibited by Major Turner illustrating the methods by 
which wire signalling was carried on in the Hellas section of the 
Gallipoli Peninsula, and Captain Read described the work of 
laying buried cables in order to avoid damage from shell fire. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—There was a large attendance of 
members on Wednesday, 14th inst., to hear a lecture on Anti- 
Submarine Defence," by Mr. B. Stark. The leoturer sketched the 
numerous inventions which were first hurriedly evolved to deal with 
the menace, He gave interesting particulars of the very perfect 
electrical locating devices which were finally and effectively applied. 

The next meeting of the Society will take place in the Philo- 
sophical Institution at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, 28th inst., when there 
will be a discussion on the newly-issued “Regulations for the 
Electrical Equipment of Ships.” The discussion will be introduced 
by Mr. D. S. Munro. 


The syllabus of this society includes the following :— 
February llth. “ Petrol Gas Plant for Electrical Engineers.“ 
by Mr. G. Plucknett. 


February 25th. ‘ Electric Projectors and some of their Uses," 
with lantern illustrations, by Mr. Alex. Ogilvie, B.Sc. 

March 10th. Questions and Answers Night. 

March 24th. Visit to Telephone Exchange, Rose Street. 

April 7th. Apprentices’ Night: short papers on every-day work 
for Society's prize. 

April 21st. " The Telephone," by J. M'Ewan Brown. 

April 24th. Visit to Bruce Peebles's Works. 

May 12th. Annual General Meeting. 
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OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of t 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 


Mr. S. Parsons, foreman at the Ramsbottom tramways 
depot, has been appointed to succeed Mr. J. Wild as manager 
of the Ramsbottom (Lancs.) U.D.C- tramways. 

Messrs. S. О. BaRTHOLOMEW and R. M. Hook, assistant en- 
gineers in the engineering department of the G.P.O., have 
been appointed executive engineers. 

The King has conferred the Territorial decoration on the 
(ош; otticers of the London Electrical Engineers: Capt. 
С. : 


H. THoRN, M. I. E. E., and Capt. Е. Н. Masters, 

M. I. E. E. 
On leaving Wigan to take up the position of tramways 
manager at Bury, Mr. F. Восківу, who was formerly tram- 


ways manager at Wigan, has been presented with a case 
of cutlery by the Corporation officials. 

The marriage took place on January 12th, at St. Mark’s, 
North Audley Street, of Mr. F. G. Byrne, fourth son of the 
late Mr. G. Byng, to Madeleine, only daughter of the late 
Harold Drory and Madame Drory, of Ghent, and Brussels. 

Congratulations to Mr. W. V. BALL, O.B.E., one of our 
esteemed contributors, on his appointment as Assistant 
Recorder of Leeds. | 

Corporal (Acting-Sergt.) J. Н. Porrerton, Rifle Brigade, 
who is now in Spain engaged in the erection of engineering 
plant for the British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., has been 
mentioned in despatches by Sir Douglas Haig for gallant 
and distinguished service in the field. 

Mr. E. G. Bowers, M.C., A. M. I. E. E., is leaving the em- 
ployment of the Glasgow Corporation Electricity Department 
to take up the position of electrical engineer to Messrs. 
Bruntons, of Musselburgh. 

Mr. A. В. Mauuinson, M.I.Mech.E., has now ceased to 
act аз chief engineer to the group of paper mills controlled 
from 44, King Street, Manchester. For the present he will 
carry on his consulting practice from Worsley Street, Salford. 

The Times states under University Intelligence (Cambridge) 
that Prof. Sir Josera Larmor, M. P., Prof. Sir J. J. THOMSON, 
and Prof. Ernest RUTHERFORD are among those who have 
consented to serve as representatives of the University on a 
joint committee of the Royal Society and the University for 
the purpose of taking steps to secure an appropriate memorial 
to the late Lord Rayleigh. 


Obituary.—Mr. Н. T. WAKEMAN.—We regret to record the 
death of Mr. H. T. Wakeman, surveyor and engineer for the 
County of Middlesex, which occurred on Sunday night, he 
having taken hydrochloric acid in mistake for medicine. 


The late Dr. C. A. Mercier, of Bournemouth, left £4,829. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


English Electric Supplies, Ltd. (162,609).—Private com- 
pany. Registered January 9th. Capital, £50,000 in £1 shares. To take over 
the business of the Britannia Lamp and Accessories Co., Ltd., &c. The sub- 
scribers (each with one share) are: G. Dickson, 4, London Road, South Ben- 
fl. et. clerk; F. D. Billen, 7, Trinity Square, Brixton, S. W., clerk. The 
subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Solicitors: Linklater & Paines, 
2, Bond Court, Walbrook, E.C. 


Barrett & Wright, Ltd. (162,602).—Private company. 
Registered January 9th. Capital, £13,000 in £1 shares. To take over the 
business carried on at 19, Bartholomew Close, E.C., and elsewhere, as Barrett 
& Wright," and to carry on the business of electrical and mechanical engi- 
neers, manufacturers of and dealers in heating and ventilating machinery, Xe. 
The first directors are: J. Barrett, 5, Woudside Road, Wood Green, N.; R. F. 
Wright, * Elmhurst,” Caverstiant Avenue, Palmers Green, N. 13. Registered 
ofice : 19, Bartholomew Close, E.C. 


Oliver Engineering Co., Ltd. (162,770).—Private com- 
pany. Registered January 13th. Capital, 22,000 in £1 shares. To take over 
the business of mechanical and electrical engineers and general metal workers 
carried on by A. H. Oliver and J. O. Dunbabin at 9, Fenchurch Buildings, 
E. C., as ''Oliver & Dunbabin." The first directors are: A. H. Oliver, 
Campsie, South Avenue, Southchurch, Essex; J. Sulch, 107, Blackhouse Road 
Fartown, Huddersfield; F. Lavy, 74, Torbay Road, Brondesbury, N.W.; J. O 
Dunbabin, 11, Como Road, Forest Hill, S.E. Registered office: 9, Fenchurch 
Street, Е.С. 


Automobile Electrical Repairers, Ltd. (162,841).—Private 
company. Registered January 15th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of electrical and mechanical engineers, &c. The first directors 
are: P. Goldstein, 190, Lordship Road, N.16, engineer; C. F. Collins, 12. 
Alexandra Road, Southall, electrical engineer. Solicitor: A. Carter, Bedford 
Row House, W.C. Registered office: 400 Euston Road, N.W. 


Telephone and Microphone Co., Ltd. (162,831).—Private 
company. Registered January 4th. Capital, 210,000 in £1 shares (5,000 
cumulative GVV. preference). To carry on the business indicated by 
the title. The first directors are: R. Scruby. The Oaks, Benhill Wood Road, 
Sutton, Surrey; J. R. Scruby, Graigaure, Benhilton. Sutton, Surrey. Solicitors : 
Roilit, Sons & Compton, 5, Mincing Lane, Е.С. Registered office: Throwley 
Rood, Sutton, Surrey. 


Renew Lamp Co. (Eastern), Ltd. (162.824).— Private 
€cwpany. Kegistered January 14th. Capital, 25.000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of refillers of incandescent electric lamps, &c., and to enter 
into an agreement with Aladdin Renew Electric Lamp Corporation, Ltd.. and 
J. M. Moore, D.Sc. The first directors are: J. M. Moore, 31-3. High Holborn, 
X C.: E. S. Saunders, 69, Linden Gardens, W.; J. S. W. Milne, 3-4, Great 
Winchester Street, E.C. Qualification, £100. Registered office: 3-4, Great 
Winchester Street, Е.С, 


, 
* 


Hart Collins, Ltd. (162,680).—Private company. is- 
tered January 10th. Capital, 25,000 in £1 shares. To take over the ness 
of Cyril Hart Collins, and to carry on the business of manufacturers of and 
dealers in motor cars, manufacturers of electrical appliances, motor, electrical 
and general эш &c. The subscribers (each with one share) аге: С. 
Hart Collins, 39, Mayflower Road, Clapham, S.W.9, motor engineer; Mrs. 
H. M. Collins, 39, Mayflower Road, Clapham, S.W.9. The first directors are : 
C. Hart Collins (managing director) and Mrs. Н. M. Collins. Registered 
office: 5, Bessborough Mews, Bessborough Street, Westminster, S. W. I. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Litholite Insulators, Ltd.—Satisfaction registered Decem- 
ber 9nd, 1919, of all moneys due under charge registered March, 1911. Land 
registry charge on 57, Hackney Green, Hackney, registered December 9nd, 
A re all moneys due or to become due from the company to Barclay's 

ank, Ltd. 


Hall & Towns Instrument Co., Ltd.—Debentures for 


£250, registered November 29th, 1919, charged on the company's undertaking 
and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. : 


Lancashire Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction 
registered December 13th, 1919, of charge for £200, registered September Sth, 
1917. 


Power Engineering Co., Ltd.—Mortgage on land at 
Westinghouse Road, Trafford Park, Stretford, with buildings, plant, &с., 
thereon, registered December 4th, 1919, to secure £6,000. Holders: McKechnie 
Brothers, Ltd., Rotton Park Street. Birmingham. 


CITY NOTES. 


The report of the Deutsch-Ueberseeische 
Elektrisitats Gesellschaft, of Berlin, whose 
financial results for the past two years 
have already been reported (no dividend 
on the ordinary shares) states that the supply works at Buenos 
Avres suffered from an increased extent in 1918 from the 
effects of the Black List, whilst the difficulties in the supply 
of coal were greater than in the p ing year. The cost 
of fuel per kilowatt-hour sold amounted to 0.04 marks in 1914, 
0.10 marks in 1916, 0.14 marks in 1917, and almost 0.22 marks 
in 1918, and the Buenos Ayres undertaking was worked at 
& loss, coal having been the determining factor in this direc- 
tion. Concerning the Chilean Electric Tramway & ight 
Co.. the report states that no information had come to hand 
as to the working results in 1918. The Board of Trade in 
England had offered for sale the company's holding of ordi- 
nary and preference shares. but nothing wae known respect- 
ing the conclusion of the transaction. An English manage- 
ment had been appointed at Santiago, and had made a legal 
claim on the German company for the repayment of 16,530,000 
Chilean gold pesos, which had been remitted to the latter. 

The report of the Elektrizitata A.G. vorm. Schuckert & Co.. 
of Nuremburg, whose accounts for 1918-19 were summarieed 
two or three weeks ago, states that the supply works and 
tramways suffered more seriously than hitherto as & conse- 
quence of the effects of the lost war, and the revolution. The 
possibilities for the construction and working of lighting 
works and tramways in other countries were closed to Ger- 
man firms for the immediate future. On the ↄther hand, 
the spirit of enterprise at home was paralysed by the elec- 
tricity and municipalisation laws coming into existence. The 
problem therefore arose for extending the scope of activity 
to new branches: the companv made preparations some time 
ago for this partial transposition, and had entered into rela- 
tions in various directions which promised to lead to further 
favourable development. In the case of the foreign invest- 
ments at Trieste, Petrograd, Barcelona. and Paris, the report 
mentions that the guiding lines for the settlement of these 
participations were given in the Treaty of Peace. The 
company hoped in conjunction with the Siemens-Schuckert 
works to share in the construction of the Bavarian hydro- 
electric works which the State of Bavaria had now decided 
to erect as a State undertaking, and also in the establishment 
of the works on the Isar. 

The report of the directors of Siemens ck Halske, A.G., of 
Berlin, for 1918-19 states that only 70 per cent. of the possible 
working hours was worked by the men after the revolution 
and the introduction of the eight-hour day. Аз з conse- 
quence the change over from war to peace work was con- 
siderably delaved, and it was only possible to satisfy a small 
portion of the great demand for the company’s manufactures 
both at home and abroad. The conclusion of contracta with 
long periods for deliverv was rendered difficult, particularlv 
abroad, by the fluctuations in German exchange, and the 
uncertaintv in the calculation. of the costs of production. 
The activitv of the leading officials waa largely withdrawn 
from productive work by worrying negotiations. The number 
of workers was increased in the first part of the financial 
vear, but subsequentlv receded to the former peace-time level: 
aud the uumber of hours worked declined from 120,000,000 
iu 1917-18 to 78.500 000 hours last vear. Nevertheless the 
company’s expenses for wages and salaries, and those of the 
Siemens-Schuckert Works rose from 208.000.000 marks in. 
1917-18 to 254.000.000 marks last vear; and these expenser 
were jn course of permanent increase in the new financial 
year. The gross profits are returned at 15,736,000 marks for 


German 
Companies. 


- 


1918-19, and the net profits at 11,457,000 marks, these com- 
Paring with 17,750,000 marks and 13,954,000 marks in the 
preceding, years respectively. It. is proposed to pay a dividend 
at. the rate of 12 per cent., being the same rate as in 1917-15. 
The report states that it cannot be foreseen what development 
the works will take as a consequence of the Treaty of Peace, 
the taxation burdens, and the impending legal regulation of 
labour conditions; but serious times are pending for German 
industry. 


Chatham & District Light Railways Co.—Revenue for 
the year 1919, £78,840; expenses, £52,615. Rent of Rochester 
Corporation lines £3,744, interest account £2,172, to reserve 
for depreciation 46, 000. Including the balance brought for- 
ward (£3,802), the balance is £18,061. After paying 5 per 
cent. preference dividend and 4 per cent. on the ordinary 
shares, £308 is voted to the directors and £3,393 is carried 
forward. As compared with 1918 there was an increase of 
£11,497 in revenue and £14,069 in expenses. 43,394 was 
expended on deferred repairs. Passengers carried 16,197,991, 
against 14,015,124. Car mileage 979,983, against. 790, 799. 

Liverpool Overhead Railway Co.—Final dividends at the 
rate of 5 per cent. per annum (less income tax) on the pre- 
ference shares, and 4 per cent. per annum (less income tax) 
on the ordinary shares, making 5 per cent. on the preference 
shares and 34 per cent. on the ordinary shares for the year. 
Meeting, February 24th. | | 
Electrical Utilities Co.—OQuarterly. 
cent. on Preference stock. 

Shanghai Electric Construction Co., Ltd. — Second interim 
dividend at rate of 6 per cent. actual (12s. per share), less 
tax, in respect of year 1919.“ т ; 

Greenwood & Batley, Ltd.—Interim dividend of 5 per 
cent. on the ordinary shares. 

- Montreal Companies.—Ouarterly dividends of 1; per cent. 
on the Montreal Light, Heat and Power Consolidated Co. and 
2 per cent. on the Montreal Light Heat and Power ‘Co. 


| ——— M «T —— 
^7. STOCKS AND SHARES. 

„ Y уб зш шы TUESDAY EVENING. 
THE Stock Exchange is certainly having the time of its pre- 
sent life. Business does not roll, it pours, into industrials. 
Nor are gilt-edged issues neglected. Substantial premiums 
bave been established. upon various new Colonials, and this 
has its effect in stiffening purely investment stocks in other 
markets. The favourable influence produced upon "Russian 
descriptions by the suggested raising of the blockade 18 another 
factor in the general situation. In the mining sections, the 
prices of base-metal shares are better. The rubber market i 
quiet, its claims overshadowed by the potency of the spell 
cast by the oil boom over imagination and money 

Mexican affairs are amongst. the few disappointments: of 
to-day's markets. , Prices were suddenly rushed up a fort- 
night ago, certainly on flimsy grounds, but with hopefulness 
eagerly expectant of early return from chaos to order in the 
country. . And nothing has happened. The consequence is 
that prices are subsiding—rapidly as regards the railways, in 
more dignified fashion amongst the Utilities. In fact, the 
reaction in such issues as Mexico Tramways, Mexican Light 
and Power, Monterey, Pachuca and others of similar character 
has been very trifling compared not only with the previous 
rises bùt also with the setback in Mexican Railway stocks. 
It js evident that ‘proprietors of the Utility Companies аге 
ready to keep their stocks until such time arrives as will in- 
deed bring peace to Mexico. 

British Columbia. Electrics are rather better, but the main 
featuré in this department is the further improvement ın 
Anglo-Argentine Tramways. Upon the comments made here 
last week with reference to the effect which the fare-raisiug 
should have on. the.dividend arrears, the first preference 
advanced to 44. seconds to 31, while the 5 per cent. debenture 
stock rose a point to 654. This last-named may now be con- 
sidered a sound investment security of the second rank, and 
it is not surprising that stock should be none too easy to 
buy. Brazilian Tractions are easier at 59. No particular 
recovery can be expected here so long as the possibilities of 
early German sales are worrying the market. Brazil 18 going 
ahead rapidly; but Germany and Austria both held Brazilian 
Issues before the war, and the Stock Exchange looks for sales 
of such securities as.soon as international freedom of financial 
business is restored to pre-war conditions. 

The market for electricity supply shares is steadv enough 
hut there is not much change. 1 


dividend of 11 per 


Manufacturing shares as a whole are quite a good market, 
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Callenders are throwing off their recent weakness, and after 
their jump of 7s. 6d. last week have advanced another 108. 
British Insulated at 2 3-16 are 4 higher. Electric Construc. 
tions at 1 3-16 are also up half a crown. A further rise 
carried Siemens to 30s., so that anyone who has bought either 
Siemens, Edisons, or British Insulated on recoiumendationg 
given here from time to time is not likely to be dissatisfied 
with the present position of his stocks. Nor does there seem 
to be any particular hurry to sell unless the holder thinks he 
sees something тоге attractive elsewhere. It must be 
borne in mind that this is the day of big combines, and that 
the shares of any company likely to form a partner in amal- 
gamation schemes can be held with tolerable assurance of 
MHnprovement in value. British Aluminiums at 35s. are 
slightly lower. General Electric preference shed 6d., which 
was picked up by the ordinary— another minor illustration of 
the trend of investinent nowadays. 

The railway market is better, though confidence declines 
to support stocks to any great extent. Underground Electric 
income bonds have regained 24 points. Metropolitans are 
also stronger. but there is no moveinent in the other electrical 
railway issues. | | ЖЕ | 

Apart from ex dividend markings, the prices of telegraph 
and telephone shares exhibit little change on the werk. There 
is a dullish tone about the Marconi group. the parent shareg 
being à down, and other declines leaving Marconi Marines д, 
Canadians 13s., and Americans 30s, За. The market is out of 
fashion for the time being, and rumours lately current with 
reference to possible agreement-of-interest schemes between 
some of the subsidiaries have been allowed to fade away, so far 
as market influence is concerned. Automatic Telephones, too, 
are quieter, the price remaining about 358. The rubber share 
market, us already indicated. fails to make headway against 
the superior attractions offered to the speculative mind һу the 
vitality of the oil list. | 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES, 
Home ELECTRIOITY Compantns, | 


Dividend Price 
— Jan. 20, Yield 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. TE 4 8 — 618 4 
do. do. do & Pre. 4 43 21 — B 8 8 
Chelsea. е oe ee ee ee Б 8 3 е б 0 0 
City of London КӨ e .. 8 8 18 — 8 1 
Jo. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 8 6 " — 6 6 4 
County of London .. E — 9 17 9 — 79 4 
do do.6 percent. Pref. 6 6 —*} 615 3 
Kensington Ordinary ©» - 7 6 — 6 6 4 
London Electric $ 8 .. Nil Nil 1 == 
do. do. брегоеп\.Рте!.. 6 6 8⁴ - 8 17 10 
Metropolitan. . - Ж 5% 4 6 8, + а 716 10 
do. 4 per cent. Pref. .. 4 4 24 — 716 6 
Bt. James' and Pall Mall .. es 9 10 6 — BRA 
Bouth London "E HS b 5 28) — 1 712 8 
South Metropolitan Pref... 7 7 1 = 400 
Westminster Ordinary .. .. 9 в [2 — 112 6 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. "s s 8 6 R97 xd — 614 1 
do. Def. i is 1g 88/0 914 ха = 112 
Chile Telephone .. .. .. B 8 xd — 6 8 0 
Cuba Sub. Ord. РА 5 с 1 7 1 — e$ 18 ( 
Eastern Extension .. ©з 8 8 M5axd — «Б 0 10 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. si SG 8 8 1644xd — *4 17 8 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. ба 7 8 1 — *4 19 8 
do. do. Pret, .. Р 6 6 9 ~ 681 
Great Northern Tel. S .. 29 99 — 9723 
Indo-European ios à .. 18 18 = 618 4 
Marconi ОГ? M 20 25 4 — 1 5104 
Oriental Telephone Ord, .. 16° 10 i 4 3 411 6 
United R. Plate Tel. si ix 8 8 7; + 6 ва 
West India and Panama .. . 18 18 i + £d Nil 
Western Telegraph.. 25 ©» 8 8 17 — *$ 14 2 
Home Rails, | 
Oentral London Ord. Assented .. 4 = 616 9 
Metropolitan - e 1 1 25 + $ 418 6 
do. District .... Ni Nil 21 — Ni) 
Underground ElectrioOrdinary.. Nil Nil 21 — Nil 
do. do. "A" `.. Nil Nil 775 — Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 5 864 +2 51 1 
Коктон Trams, 4с. P unm 
Adelaide Sup. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 8 Et 7 14 10 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. ... 63 Nil 4 + — 
ао: 405 nd Pref, — — + i = | 
о. о. Deb. 5 5 5 12 8 
Brazil Tractions  .. Eu dx 808 ae : — 
Bombay Electric Pref, .. SN 6 6 18 + } 17 4 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. 5 5 604xd = 8 5 4 
о. do. Preferrred Nil 23 56 = 489 
do, do, Deferred Nil Nil 528 e Nil 
do. do. Deb. 4 64 —1 615 0 
Mexico Trams 5 percent. Bonds. N i 46 е2 Nil 
,do. брег cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil B^ —1 МІ, 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Nil Nil zi 2 ‘Nil 
do, Pref. i -. Nil Nil . 35 — Nil 
do. Ist Bonds.. .. Nil Nil 56 —2 = 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. p 
Babcock & Wilcox .. T „ 15 15 M 4 9 0 
British Aluminium Ord, ,. . 10 10 1: — h 5 14 
British Insulated Ord, А .. 25 19% 27 +i 5 14 j 
Callenders  .. M М ы 25 25 9L" MES 6 17 0 
» 63 Pref, .. e ae 5 64 43 e 731 
Castner-Kellner ., | 25 20 34 316 7 
Crompton Ord. sed ss "M 7 10 31/6 ds 9560 
ison-Bwan, “А” 69. же — 10 12 +h 7150 
do. do. Б percent, Deb. 4 5 794 658 
Electric Construction. 10 10 17 — 838 8 
Gen. Elec. Pref, 1, . 6 64 19/4 = 612 6 
н йо. Ord, oe .. =e 10 10 42 p "E 14 13 3 
enley ..  ., 25 25 9 11 1 
do. 43 Pref.. v0 45 ^4 3 = 641 
IndiaRubber.. о о o 10 ag 162 с 3 - 
Met.-Vickers Pret, .. E 8 — — | 4 B É 14 0 
momens Ord.. e ee ee ee no 10 | x 16 4 13 4 
elegraph Con, "5 5. 20 20 : ЕА 6 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax, , 
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THE PHYSICAL SOCIETY’S EXHIBITION. 


(Continued from page 90.) 


Tug ZENITH MANUFACTURING Co. showed a variety of regu- 
lating resistances and rheostats, of the slate and tubular 
patterns, for use in test rooms and laboratories; these were 
of improved design, particularly in respect of the arrange- 
ment of the end supports and the method of clamping the 
wire. The support is provided with a clamping ring which 


lia. 5.—ZENITH RHEOSTATS. 


automatically fits the tube, a recess which prevents end move- 
ment, and a projecting lug which definitely anchors the band 
which surrounds the end turns of the wire, besides rigidly 
supporting the terminal, and thus making a sound mechanical 
job. A group of rheostats, of the cruciform and square slate 
and enamelled-iron tube pattern, is shown in fig. 5. 

Another exhibit was an improved type of magnetic vibra- 
tory rectifier, suitable for small outputs (up to 75 watts), 
for charging small lighting and starting battery equipments 


Pic. 6.— VIBRATING RECTIFIER, 
WITH COVER REMOVED. lia. 7.—H iGH-TENSION. TRANSFORMER. 


from А.С. circuits. By the aid of a permanent magnet, the 
reed 1$ set in synchronous vibration, adjustment being pro- 
vided to tune the reed; adjustable carbon contacts are fitted, 
and both half-waves are utilised. The device, which is shown 
in fig. 6, can be connected to a lamp holder, and needs no 
attention. 


Messrs. Epison Swan Etectric Co., Lrp., had on view 
a series of service valves for wireless reception and transmis- 
sion, including Marconi valves made by the firm of the V24, Q, 

und, and other types of receiving valves, as well as three 
types of transmitting valves. Scott Taggart-Ediswan double- 
anode, full-wave rectifying valves for low and high powers, 
also a continuous wave transmitting valve for use with alter- 
nating current without separate rectifiers were to be seen. 
A high-power rectifying valve for passing heavy currents 
at low anode potentials which, it is claimed, will pass twice 
the energy of ordinary rectifiers having the same size of bulb 
was also exhibited, while in conjunction with Mr. H. W. 
Sullivan, a receiving set was installed and shown in working 
order. Finally, a selection of various sizes of tungsten-arc, 
gas-filled Pointolite lamps, as recently described in our pages, 
was on view, some of the smaller sizes being alight to de- 
monstrate the method of striking the arc on switching on 
the lamp. 


Messrs. NALDER Bros. & THoMPsowN's exhibit included the 
hmer," the N.C.S. dead-beat moving-coil paralleling volt- 
meter, a portable testing set, and a portable sub-standard in- 
strument. The voltmeter shows the difference between the 
busbar voltage and that of the incoming dynamo, and by 
means of a key the sensibility can be increased ten-fold, so 
that great accuracy is attained at the critical moment. The 


portable testing set comprises two dead-beat m.c. instruments 
mounted in the same case, together with ammeter shunts and 
voltmeter resistances, the combination being designed to secure 
speed and accuracy of measurement, with the maximum con- 
venience in connecting up. The portable substandard is a 
high-class m.c. instrument in an aluminium case, and is built 
in accordance with the specification of the British Engineering 
Standards Association for sub-standard accuracy. 


THE HIGH TENSION Co. exhibited a selection of some of the 
apparatus it manufactures; for instance, there were to be seen 
0.5 and 1.5-Kw. transformers and 10-in. induction coils for 
wireless purposes, as well as a 16-in. coil of improved design 
with interruption for X-ray and general purposes. This firm 
prefers to design each coil for the particular purpose for which 
it is used, and regards them as commercial transformers of 
energy, and they are, therefore, not labelled with fancy names. 
If required statements of output and oscillograms of wave form 
are supplied. All coils are designed to work normally with a 
frequency of interruption of 50 breaks per second, the time 
economy being 0.5, that is, when the period of make equals 
the period of break. An entire absence of inverse is claimed 
unless the coil is pushed to its extreme limit. The secondaries 
of all coils are wound by hand and insulated by a patented 
method; any coil can be insulated with special high melting 
point wax, such as is demanded for use by the Indian Govern- 
ment, without extra cost. A high-tension transformer suit- 
able for wireless, spectroscopy, diathermy, or testing is shown 
in fig. 7, while the M.I.R.A. motor-driven turbine interrupter 
shown in fig. 8 embodies several new features. Being driven 
from beneath, the jet cone and contact segments are easily 
accessible bv simply raising the lid, which may be of glass 
through which to view the apparatus while running. The jet 
cone can be removed at once by unscrewing the milled headed 
screw holding it in position. The ratio of make to break can 
be varied by turning the exterior milled ebonite head. The 
frequency of interruption can be increased from 1 to 80 per 


Fia. 8.—MoTon-DRIVEN TURBINE 
INTERRUPTER. 


second with the two-segment, or from 2 to 160 with the four- 
contact type of apparatus. The maximum current passed 
should not exceed 40 amperes, but over half this amount may 
be passed for hours without overheating the break. 


THE WESTON ELFCTRICAL INSTRUMENT Co., Lrp., had a 
varied show of its well-known standard and portable in- 
struments—ammeters, voltmeters, wattmeters, &c.—in a 
variety of sizes and patterns. A millivoltmeter of the moving- 
coil type is designed for use with a standard thermo-couple, 
giving a full scale deflection with 18 millivolts; a rheostat for 
compensating for the resistance of the thermo-couple is pro- 
vided, to keep the total resistance of the circuit constant. The 
scale can be calibrated in degrees of temperature, F. or C., 
in addition to the millivolt scale. The combination can be 
ше for any purpose for which an ordinary thermometer is 
used. 

A novel instrument that was shown was the direct-reading 
microfaradmeter, a type of meter that we had not previously 
met with; for quickly measuring the capacities of condensers, 
cables, aerials, &c., this device will have a wide field of 
utility. It is made for various frequencies and voltages, 
but is unaffected by wide variations of these factors from the 
normal. The moving svstem of the instrument consists of 
two moving coils wound upon the same staff, and two field 
colls arranged somewhat similar to a Weston power-factor 
meter. The instrument also contains a standard condenser 
and binding s to which the unknown condenser is to de 
connected. The current through the standard condenser 
passes through both moving coils, and also the field coils, 
thus causing the pointer to deflect 45 deg. to the left of the 
position shown in fig. 9, or on to the zero of the scale, 
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when an unknown condenser is not connected to the instru- 
ment. When a condenser is connected to the terminals marked 
x, the current through it also traverses one winding of the 
moving coil, and also the fields of the instrument, thus 
causing the pointer to deflect to the right. The constants 
of the instrument are so arranged that the ratio of the two 
currents flowing through the standard and the unknown 
condenser is substantially the same for any frequency and 
Voltage over fairly wide limits, but for highly accurate work 
the voltage should not vary more than 15 per cent. above or 
below normal, or the frequency more than 10 per cent. As 


BINDING 


POSTS 
118v, 60 


Fic. 9.—WeESTON MICROFARADMETER: DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS. 


the instrument has no springs or similar controlling device 
the position of the pointer must depend solely upon the ratio 
of the currents through the two circuits of the movable sys- 
tem, and as this ratio depends solely upon the capacity of 
the unknown condenser, the instrument must accurately 
measure that capacity, and is guaranteed to do so within 
{ per cent. of the maximum scale reading. Being air-damped, 
the pointer quickly comes to rest, so that measureinents шау 
be made with the same speed and facility as with other 
Weston measuring instruments. Indeed, with the microfarad- 
meter a large number of condensers may be measured in rapid 
succession, in the same manner as dry cells may be tested 
with a cell-testing voltmeter. 

A resistance (not shown in the sketch) is included in the 
circuit of the instrument, which will prevent an excessive 
amount of current passing through it in case the binding posts 
marked x are short-circuited. 


MESSRS. IsENTHAL & Co., Lrp., showed rheostats of the slider 
pattern and multiple-stud types, including the new ‘‘ Post- 
multiple-stud types was shown, including the new Post- 
war designs. A new feature was the Phantom wireless 
condenser—a variable condenser with a coarse and a fine ad- 
justment, reading directly in wave-lengths with the aid of a 
vernier, to an accuracy of 1 in 1.000. An auxiliary or '' phan- 
tom " condenser is embodied in the instrument, which is 
Set to correct for plate-end and leakage capacity in the 
instrument itself, and a simple adjustment is provided for coin- 
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.* pia. 10.—ISEN THAI. PHANTOM CONDENSER. 


pensating for the effective capacity of the circuit in which it 
is used. The instrument (fig. 10) is of the rectilinear sliding 
type, very accurately made and finished, and is (normally) 
electro-statically screened by completely enclosing the plates 
in a metal case, the moving sets of plates being con- 
nected permanently to the box. By connecting the moving 
plates to the screen, capacitance from one set of plates to 
the other through the screening medium is made a constant 
quantity, and can be corrected by a permanent adjustment. 


Error due to the linking electrostatic field between the outside 
plates is reduced to a negligible quantity by employing a total 
plate area which is large compared with the area of a single 
plate. Another error due to additional capacity introduced 
by the plate edges is reduced to a minimum by the use of 
extremely thin inetal plates, and by the fact that, owing to 
the shape of the plates, the edge area is always main- 
tained small in relation to the effective capacity of the in- 
strument on any setting. The main and small phantom 
condensers are both variable and connected in parallel. The 
main condenser plates are square except for one corner of 
each, a small portion of which is cut off transversely to the 
diagonal. The plates are mounted so as to be adjustable 
along their concurrent diagonals, so that their area, and 
capacity, vary according to the square of the distance 
traversed by the moving plates, plus a constant due to leak- 
age, and minus the absent area due to the portions cut away. 
The auxiliary condenser is norinally set to correspond with 
the absent area, minus an area representing a capacity 
equivalent to the resultant leakage effect. After this adjust- 
inent has been made the effective capacity of the instrument 
varies accurately according to the square of the relative tra- 
verse of the plates along their diagonal. Square plates 
traversed diagonally were originally proposed by Tissot. 
When the instrument is connected to an oscillatory circuit, 
a small subtractive adjustment 1s 1nade with the '' phantom " 
plates in order to compensate for the distributed capacity of 
the coil or coils of the circuit, and the accuracy of the scale 
is thereby maintained under any conditions of service. Tests 
made by the National Physical Laboratory give a straight 
line curve with main scale readings as abscisse and capacity 
wave lengths as ordinates. In future instruments the '' phan- 
tom '" scale will be calibrated in micro-microfarads, the scale 
readings corresponding to the distributed capacity in what- 
ever circuit it is intended to use the instrument in. Once this 
capacity has been determined, it is only necessary to set the 
" phantom "' pointer to the value obtained. In a series of 
trials on various wave lengths the actual decrement in а wave- 
meter due to the present condenser was so sinall that it was 
difficult to obtain a reliable series of figures. 


(To be continued.) 


SCIENTIFIC MANAGEMENT: A SOLUTION OF 
THE CAPITAL AND LABOUR PROBLEM. 


DISCUSSION AT MANCHESTER. 


AT Manchester, on December 16th, Capt. J. M. Scott-Max- 
well's paper, an abstract of which appeared in our issues of 
December 19th and 96th last, was read, and discussed by the 
NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS. 

Mr. H. MENSFORTH disagreed with many opinions expressed 
in the paper. Science was not going to put industry right. 
What had been lacking in the past was humanity, and 80 
far as he had read Dr. Taylor's writings on scientific manage- 
ment there was & lack of humanity through them all. The 
human element must come before any system. Dr. Taylor 
said that the principal object of scientific management Was 
to produce the greatest prosperity for the employer and the 


employé. There was another thing that he should bave in- 


cluded: it must be to the common good of the community. 
The whole idea at the back of Dr. Taylor's mind was to eet 
up task work, and however successful he might have been 
in the States, he (the speaker) did not think scientific manage- 
ment could be established here on those lines. Such schemes 
as the author had put before them could not be adopted with 
the present state of feeling among the people. They would 
not have men who did all the brainwork for them, and left 
nothing to their intelligence, but expected them to move 
eimply as they were told. Imagine & works where the work- 
men were responsible to eight diffierent men! It was noi 
possible. They already had shop committees consisting of à 
combination of trade union representatives and of the man- 
agement, and if they could get the proper atmosphere (which, 
to his mind, would not be got with slide rules or stop 
watches), he believed they could get the output they needed 
without stultifying the brains, and making beasts of the men 
who were working for them. 

Mr. A. R. STELLING was glad that the Council was en. 
couraging discussion on the question of improved industrial 
administration, but thought the paper ought not to be call 
Scientific Management, but rather ''Idealised Taylorism. 
Since Dr. Taylor's views were brought to this country ап 
studied by employers they had developed a British scientific 
Inanagement which aimed at getting the maximum output 
from the factory, which was a totally different thing from 
getting the maximum output from the individual. 
through the paper emphasis was laid on the output of the 
individual. He regretted that there was no mention oi We 
excellent work done by Prof. Kent, by Dr. Vernon Hill, Dr. 
Collis, and other engineers. British scientific management 
recognised that Taylor's four great principles were a5 true 
to-day as they were 30 years ago. Those principles Were: 
(1) The study of the job. (2) The selection, training, an 
develapment of the worker. (3) The hearty co-operation 
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the worker. (4) The adequate division of the responsibility. 
They started with the study of the human factors, the con- 
ditions which surrounded the worker and the management, 
and generally the condition of the factory. His definition 
of scientific management was the elimination of all forms of 
waste, the waste that followed from people rushing about 
doing things which it was not their business to do, instead 


| of the whole thing being properly thought out and methodi- 


cally arranged; waste of energy and vitality, men doing work 
for which they were not fitted or which was too hard for 
them; waste of skill; waste of time in moving work about 
the shop. British scientific management would overcome all 
that by methods which were intensely human and directed 
by common sense. They wanted a equare deal between the 
men on the one side and tbe employer on the other, perfect 
frankness and perfect agreement over what was going to 
be done. Those were the lines of British scientific manage- 
ment. If capital and labour would come together ecientific 
management would formulate & programme and put it on 
the table. From that point of view he thought it ought to 
be studied. 

Mr. ALLcock said that there was a feeling that, underlying 
the whole basis of Taylorism was & kind of German regimen- 
tation to which they all felt very much opposed. It eeemed 
preferable to work along tbe lines advocated by the Higher 
Production Council. The underlying principle was that the 
whole of the workshops of a particular description would work 
together. They ought to encourage the team spirit rather 
than the driving of the individual. He shared the views 
advanced by Mr. Mensforth about the danger of dehumanising 
industry. The Higher Production Council quoted as one of 
the examples in support of ite proposal the scheme intro- 
duced, he thought, by Priestman Bros., of Hull They 
asessed in agreement with their workers the standard output 
of their particular works. Assuming the standard output was 
100 tons per week or per month, if that was increased by 
W per cent., the wage of everyone in the establishment, from 
the managing director to the office boy, was in the next 
month increased by the same percentage. That had all the 
elements of simplicity. There was no room for suspicion on 
the part of the worker, and he had very tangible results very 
son after he had earned them. That was a very important 
point, because the average working man did not appreciate 
any echeme for his better pay unless he got it on the Friday 
night, and every Friday night. He did not appreciate a 
proposal of profit sharing which might result in his receiving 
5 or 7 or 10 per cent. dividend at the end of the year. The 
only way to increase their output—and output must be in- 
creased if they were to maintain the present high wages— 
was some method of payment by results, and that payment 


should immediately follow the effort. 
ith the criticisms 


Mr. Рпилхо was in general agreement wi | 
Не very much questioned 


already expressed on the paper. qu 
whether any good was done to an industry, by driving men 
to the utmost possible effort in an almost inhuman kind 


way, with the necessary result that very high wages had to 
be paid. In these days most people were agreed that capital 
and labour were equal partners after a certain point had 
been reached. Не was not prepared to agree that profit sbar- 
ing was really unsatisfactory. Workmen, while quite willing 
to participate in profits when profits were being made, were 
not prepared to participate in a reduction of the profit when 
it was a falling profit, and still less when no profit was being 
made. The question, therefore, arose: Was it possible to 
have a profit-sharing scheme so arranged as to remove that 
most serious obstacle? He suggested that in each industry 
a certain standard profit should be agreed upon—a reasonable 
profit to the capitalist. When the amount of that profit was 
exceeded the surplus should be divided into two parts, one 
which was to pass to the capitalist at whose works they were 
made, the other part to tbe workers who bad made them. 
The distinctive feature of his suggestion was that the profit 
should not pass to the workers in the place where it was 
earned, but into a common pool, and the common pool should 
be held in trust by some administrative board for the benefit 
of the workers to be distributed in some way to be шшш 
agreed upon. He would earmark the first distribution for 
the relief of unemployment. The evil of the present situation 
was that the workman thought that excess profits were being 
made by the capitalist, and that he was not getting his proper 
share of them. Under the system that he had suggested 
the workpeople in all establishments would benefit to an 
equal degree in the prosperity of the industry. It would 
never do to let the surplus earnings go to the workpeople 
at the establishments where they were earned; they must 
necessarily be distributed as a common pool, otherwise dis- 
content. would be rampant all round. | 
Mr. $лхр8 was quite in accord with the views expressed 
Y previous speakers regarding the human side of the busi- 
Dew; the psychology of the worker was almost entirely left 
out. In connection with time studies the author referred to 
the question of the first-class man. In general the first-class 
Шай was superseded right away on repetition work by a girl 
who had been on the job for two or three months. The 
Portion of the paper relating to scientific individualism 
tersus Socialism, to his mind, was grossly unscientific; it 
developed an irrelevant and unnecessary controversy. The 
и view of scientific management was that it was the re- 
Placement of tradition and rule of thumb by considered 


methods based upon a study of the problem. He held the 
average British workman in high esteem, and he did not 
think it was altogether in kceping with their prestige as 
scientists that they should start him on scientific manage 
ment with a scathing condemnation of the present labour 
leaders. In due course, if they could pursue the right, path, 
as they could do with scientific management, he would be 
man enough to sce it and admit it in the Jong run. . 

Mr. A. P. M. Fremine said that under the Taylor system 
the selection of men was very rigid and exacting. . What 
happened to the rejects? To those who might not have had 
occasion to study the literature on the subject he would utter 
& word of warning against the flood of literature that was 
being poured out in book form nowadays on the subject, not 
necessarily under the heading scientific management but 
aléo under other headings, such as industrial administration 
and kindred subjects; much of that came from the States, 
and a large proportion of it was absolute piffle. 

Mr. J. С. Pearce thought that the chief reason why 

scientific management had relatively failed in the United 
States was not because the principles were not valid, but that 
they had been applied dogmatically to all sorts of plant 
irrespective of local conditions. Some aspects had been 
grossly overdone; others had been neglected. British em- 
ployers did not mistake an organisation chart for organisation 
or а diploma in industrial administration for a qualification 
for management. Scientific management must be judged 
entirely by its results. Scientific management was not а code 
of rules which could be mechanically applied, and Taylor 
and others by making extravagant claims bad done a great 
deal to hinder the inevitable development of this science of 
organisation and the recognition of the technique of man- 
agement as distinct from the practical side. То his mind, 
Emerson's system was much more elastic than that of Dr. 
Taylor, and much more congenial to British people. No 
change in management could be made without the knowledge 
and willing consent of the workers, and that must be based 
first of all on confidence. Education, particularly in econo- 
mics, would do much to establish that confidence. Through 
industrial research they got that systematic progress in ma- 
terials, processes, and designs which had been too frequently 
excluded in the discussion of scientific management in the 
few fully documented instances that they had of scientific 
management being applied to factories. They did not know 
even now to what extent the improvement was due to im- 
proved organisation, and to what extent it was due to the 
employment of better materials and better processes such, for 
instance, as high-speed steel. 
. Mr. J. D. Paton thought that Dr. Taylor should have the 
eredit of being the originator of the movement, and that he 
had handled the subject in a plain honest way. He chal- 
lenged any manager who had tried to introduce an innovation 
in his shop to say that he ever got it going on a voluntary 
basis. Dr. Taylor had handled the problem with judgment 
and they wanted to handle it in the same way. He had not 
forgotten the human element. 

Mr. G. A. JUHLIN believed that one of the big factors, and 
one which had not been emphasised sufficiently, was the 
question of education. It was, to his mind, utterly futile to 
ве up a Board of Scientific Management and to try to im- 
pose on an uneducated man certain so-called scientific facts. 
When labour said quite plainly: '' We are not prepared to 
produce for the profit alone of a certain class," he did not 
think that scientific management was likely to achieve the 
desired. result. 

Capt. Scorr MAXWELL, in reply, said that the humanising 
of industry was the one thing he meant to consider, yet he 
was now told it was the very thing that scientific manage- 
ment could not possibly do. Dr. Taylor said that the attitude 
of the workpeople was of primary importance. Dr. Taylor 
recognised that the muscular type of man should have suffi- 
cient intelligence to know how to do his work, and he culti- 
vated that intelligence so that the man with less effort could 
do nearly four times as much work, and he got very much 
more pay. Could it be said that that was eliminating the 
intelligence of that man? Anyone who had lived in America 
must. know that scientific management and bad labour 
conditions had nothing to do with each other. It was be- 
cause the conditions were so ehockingly bad in America, 
because the employer there was two generations behind the 
British employer in his attitude towards labour, that it was 
almost impossible to adopt scientific management. It must 
not be adopted by any employer who had still the idea in his 
head that his chief function was to exploit the worker. Mr. 
Mensforth spoke about taking orders from eight people; but 
really the workman had to take orders from only one of those 
persons. Where they had proper planning and everything 
else, disciplinary orders were not needed to anything like the 
same extent. The foremen were more like instructors in the 
works. Taylor doubted the trade unionism in America as he 
knew it, but he was not opposed to trade unionism, and he 
wanted to improve the lot of the worker. The employers had 
given far more opposition to the movement than the men 
themselves. Mr. Stelling advocated team work and getting 
the maximum output from the factory rather than from the 
individual; well. a team was an aggregation of individuals 
and if every individual in the factory did his best it seemed 
to him that they got the maximum output. Scientific man- 
agement made a square deal possible because it enabled them 
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to measure the work done, and when they had measured it 
a square deal could be made between capital and labour, but 
they could not while each was trying to bluff the other. 
Socialists believed scientific management was a good thing, 
but they would not have it under the capitalist system because 
if it were adopted there would not be much chance for 
socialism for many generations to come. His ultimate object 
was to eliminate waste so that the workers might produce 
the same amount (or more) with about half the effort. A 
30-hours’ week was a possibility. He believed that work and 
the creation of wealth should be so easy that the ownership 
of wealth would cease to give prestige. Under the present 
conditions it was impossible for the workers to make enough 
money or have enough leisure to improve themselves. He 
wanted the work to be very much shorter and the money to 
be very much higher. With scientific management driving 
was absolutely unnecessary. If one went into a factory 
organised on the Taylor system one would think the men 
were all very slow. If they eliminated one half the work as 
useless, they could go fairly leisurely about the remaining 
half. 'The only drive was the desire of the men to make more 
money. They wanted far more education. There was no 
question about that—not for workers only, but for everyone— 
but he could not see that that affected the worker. Manage- 
ment in the past had been very inhuman, and scientific man- 
agement was the first form of management that had really 
paid very great attention to the worker. Taylor thought the 
demand for scientific management would come from labour. 


FAILURES OF TURBO-GENERATORS, AND 
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


By J. SHEPHERD, M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of Paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS.) 


(Concluded from page 93.) 


The water pet is along the shaft from beyond the exciter 
with helical flow under the cooling support for the end loops, 
along the hollow teeth to the other end of the rotor, helically 
under the second support for the end loops. The water dis- 
charge could be arranged either at the flanged coupling as in 
fig. 9, or could be continued through the turbine rotor shaft 
to the water sealing gland at the low-pressure end of the 
turbine. 

Fig. 6 is a section of the stator with two types of coil sup- 
porte, one for the end windings and fixed at the ends of the 
core, and the other built into the core between batches of 
laminations. The latter support: is constructed with the 


Fig, 6.—STATOR WITH WATER- FId. 7.—DETAILS OF WATER- 
COOLED COIL SUPPORTS, COOLED END-COIL SUPPORTS, 


inner part laminated to reduce eddy currents, and yet of con- 
siderable strength to clamp the portions of the stator bars it 
embraces and gives e stiffness to the core teeth. 
The hollow interior is divided by a diaphragm into flow and 
return water passages. 

The two pairs of end coil supports at the ends of the stator 
are shown in section with the two layers of end connections 
clamped between them. 

Fig. 7 shows an end elevation of the stator end (inner) coil 
support, the bottom quadrants of which illustrate respectively 
the under and upper layers of the end windings. The two 
upper quadrants show the supports without windings, and 
with the clamping projections in place, forming between pairs 
of them the winding recesses for a group of end connections, 
one bar per slot winding. 

Fig. 8 is a part section of such a winding recess, with four 
end connections in place, supported by the projection on each 
side. It shows the coils clamped directly over a water-cooling 
duct cast in the support and enclosed by a metal plate fusion- 
welded in place. The plate must have considerable mechanical 
strength and high electrical resistance. Copper-nickel alloya 


are on the market, which are as strong as high-quality bronze, 
and have over 20 times the electrical resistance of copper. 
Their use would reduce the stray currents to a comparatively 
insignificant loss. 

When arranging the water састао system, due regard 
must be paid to the risk of corrosion and to the recommenda- 
tions of the Corrosion Committee of the Institute of Metals, 
viz. :— 

(1) Only clear water to be used. 

(2) Water to be free from gases in suspension or solution. 

. (3) Water must be neutral, or only very slightly alkaline. 

To comply conveniently with these recommendations, the 
cooling water is taken from the condensate of the steam tur- 
bine, forced by the extraction pump through the cooling 
devices of the alternator and discharged into the turbine hot- 
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Via. §.—WATER-COOLED WINDING SLOT ON Exp Stator SUPPORT, 
With copper tapes as heat conductors. 


well. The whole of the heat losses in the alternator would 
then be utilised. With modern high vacua the temperature 
of the condensate is from 70 deg. to 80 deg. F., which tem- 
parasute would then receive an increment of from 13 to 15 
deg. I. 

The return flow of each water path is shown provided with 
a thermometer pocket, and by reducing the flow in any parti- 
cular cooler a close indication of the maximum local tempera- 
ture can be obtained. 

The object aimed at in all the designs described is to inter- 
leave the conductors with liquid-cooled supports, thus provid- 
ing continuous winding slots for the coils, coil loops and end 
connections, &c., in which the weakest and most frail bar (no 
matter how thoroughly the bar be laminated) is continuously 
supported under the most severe short-circuit conditions. At 
the same time, freedom for expansion is provided, together 
with low-resistance heat paths to the gares medium. 

As every portion of stator and rotor windings would be en- 
closed in cool metal winding slots, the cooling would be much 
improved and the fire risk practically eliminated. The ab- 
sence of ventilating ducts in the stator would be the imme- 
diate gain of solid cores and firm support over the entire sur- 
face of the stator teeth. 

The problem in the plainest terms is the possibility of con- 
structing stator cooling devices capable of withstanding a 
water temperature of about 190 deg. F. and a pressure of 
50 lb. or less per sq. in., whilst at the same time the devices 
must have sufficient strength to withstand the short-circuit 
stresses on the stator. The rotor cooling devices are sub- 
jected only to the internal water pressure and stresses result- 
ing from centrifugal forces. — Adequate mechanical strength 
can be given to these devices by the use of suitable material, 
proportioned in accordance with well-known methods. 
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Fic. 9.-—DIAGRAM OF WATER-COOLING SYSTEM. 


With respect to the prevention of water leakage, all joimts 
can be constructed of a character similar to those used in 
hydraulic practice, and dealing with pressures of over 2 tons 
per sq. in., or in accordance with steam practice, with high- 
pressure superheated steam at 300 lb. pressure per sq. in. and 
a temperature of 700 deg. F. Fusion welding is now an 
accepted construction for the more arduous requirements of 
high-pressure boilers and steam piping. Moreover, the fusion- 
welded water joints may be designed so that the weld is sub- 
jected to no other stresses than those caused by the internal 
water pressure. Consequently, combining skilful design. 
stout construction, and reliable workmanship, one can ensure 
no movement of the coils, no leakage of the water devices, 
and no overheating of the coils. Under such conditions, 
failure of machines should be infrequent. Should, however, д, 
short-circuit in a machine occur, the walls of the cooling ducts 
might become fused, in which extreme case a jet of Water 
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would immediately tlood the machine; but even eo, this flood- 
ing by water would only occur after a burn-out had happened, 
and m such circumstances a stream of water playing upon the 
fire would certainly be better than a fierce blast of air. In all 
cases, prevention is better than the best remedy, and the im- 
provements suggested are all of a preventive character. | 

It will be seen, therefore, that whilst water cooling will 
remove many if not all of the risks inherent in the ordinary 
air-cooled machine, there is nothing in its application that 
presents any real difficulty or introduces any method of con- 
struction which has not been established in other branches of 
engineering. | | 

The cooling effect of water 18 so considerable that without 
certain precautions, condensation difficulties may arise. If 
the teinperature of the cooling devices falls below the dew 
point atmospheric condensation upon them will take place. 
This can be avoided by using cooling water with an inlet tem- 
oe higher than the dew point, as by the method shown 
in hg. 9. 

As the output of most machines is rated by ultimate tem- 
perature, there are substantial grounds for concluding" that 
water cooling will allow an increase in output for the same 
total weight and volume of 95 to 33 per cent. Some readjust- 
inent of relative copper and iron losses may be necessary, and 
the result should be a substantial reduction of average tem- 
peratures and weight for the same output. 

There are, however, a number of cases where water cooling 
offers advantages over air cooling, quite apart from the im- 
proved and more robust construction of machines, i. e., for 
machines working under the following conditions :— 

(1) In hot climates where cool air is difficult to obtain. 
ane In extremely dirty and sulphurous atmospheric con- 
Itions. 

(3) At high altitudes with reduced air density. 

(4) On board ship. where air cannot be freed from salt sprav. 

As an example of turbo-generators working at high altitudes. 
the stations on the Rand may be cited. At an elevation of 
6,000 ft. and a barometer of 24.5 in. the air density would be 
82 per cent. of normal, and a standard turbo-generator frame 
of 10,000 K. v. A. would only be suitable for an output of 
approximately 8,500 K. v. A. air cooled. The same frame if 
adapted for water cooling would probably give an output of 
12,900 k. v. A. 

Consequent upon the higher ambient temperature of the 
South African climate. water cooling would have the further 

advantage of a much lower average temperature of windings. 


SHip PROPULSION. 


The field for the electrical propulsion of ships is practically 
virgin and immense in size. The one great difficulty is the 
presence of salt water. It is difficult to see how the cooling 
air can be collected in large volumes free from salt spray. 

The air ducts are of considerable dimensions, and it is doubt- 
ful if any shipowner would sacrifice valuable carrying space to 
accommodate them. In fighting ships the problem is more 
dificult, as the powers to be developed are higher and the 
space is enormously costly. The objections might be so serious 
as to outweigh any advantages of electrie propulsion. 

With water cooling, the difficulties of collecting and convey- 
ing the cooling medium disappear, and its use presents neither 
the diffieulties of large ducts nor the trouble of filtration. 

Proposals have been made to re-circulate the air through a 
closed pipe system with air coolers; the sizes of air ducts are 
о considerable that room for them could not be found with 
the present allowance of engine-room space. There is now 
usually considerable difficulty in finding room for the com-i 
paratively small steam pipes and valves. 

Watertight windings would be a great advantage. A sub- 
stantial seal of vulcanised rubber could be “ cured " in place 
over the insulated joints, using the cooling devices as heaters, 
by passing low-pressure steam through those which embrace 
the ends of the stator bars. This waterproof treatinent of th 
stator joints would be of advantage if surface condensation 
took place. "The ideal alternator for marine purposes should 
be capable of being cleaned down with a hove pipe. 


If electrical propulsion is to progress, the problem must Һе 


attacked in a thoroughly practical wax. as electrical methods 
will be in opposition to establish interests and in competition 
with thoroughly sound and well-tried steam plant evolved 
after vears of practical sea experience. 


CONCLUSION. 


Whether we like the idea of liquid cooling or not, the ques- 
tion has to be faced in the immediate future, and the full 
consideration of its uses gives an opvortunity of considering 
alternator design from a new point of view. 

Having regard to the necessarily few moving and wearing 
parts of a turbo-generator, viz., journals, bearings. and slip. 
rings, there appears to be no sound reason why it should not 
have as long a physical life as the low-speed plant it has super- 
seded, provided it be possible to construct machines which de 
not overheat. the coils of which are efficiently and continu. 
ously supported against all stresses and vibration, and that 
{һе fire risk be removed. 

If the arguments put forward in the paper are sound, ma. 

Ines can be constructed embracing those features. and with 
machines so constructed a much longer physical life may be 
anticipated. With dear monev and expensive plant. longer 
physical life will be an economica] necessity of the immediate 
ufure, г „ E d 


THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY АСТ 1919. 


Tun following is a summary of the provisions of the Electricity 
(Supply) Act, 1919, which was published last week. The Act 
can be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, price 4d. net: — 

l. For promoting, regulating, and supervising the supply 
of electricity there shall be established a body to be called the 
Electricity Commissioners, not exceeding five in number, who 
shall act under the general directions of the Board of Trade. 
'l'hree of the Commissioners shall be whole-time officers; three 
of the Commissioners shall be selected for practical, com- 
mercial, and scientific knowledge and wide business experi- 
ence, including that of electrical supply. The Commissioners 
may act by two of their number. 

2. The Board of Trade may exercise through the Electricity 
Commissioners any of their powers and duties relating to the 
supply of electricity. 

3. The Commissioners may conduct experiments for the 
improvement of the methods of electric supply or of the 
utilisation of fuel or water-power, and incur such expenditure 
as may be necessary. 

4. The Commissioners may appoint an advisory committee. 

9. The Commissioners may provisionally determine that any 
district in the United Kingdoin shall be constituted a separate 
electricity district for the purposes of this Act, and, if any 
objection be inade, shall hold a local inquiry. Where it 
uppears that the existing organisation for the supply of 
electricity in a district should be improved, the Commissioners 
shall hold à local inquiry, and shall give authorised under- 
takers, county councils, local authorities, railway companies, 
large consumers of electricity, and other bodies within the 
district an opportunity to submit a scheme for effecting such 
improvement, including proposals for altering the boundaries 
of the district, and, where necessary, the formation of a joint 
electricity authority for the district. If no such scheme is sub- 
mitted. within the time allowed, or if no scheme submitted 
is approved by them, the Commissioners may themselves 
formulate a scheme, publish it, and shall hold a local inquiry 
thereon. 

6. A scheme under the last-foregoing section may provide 
for the establishment and incorporation of a joint electricity 
authority representative of authorised undertakers, county 
councils, local authorities, large consumers of electricity, and 
other interests within the electricity district, and for the 
exercise by that authority of the powers of the authorised 
undertakers within the district, and for the transfer to the 
authority of the whole or any part of the undertakings, 
upon such terins as шау be provided by the scheme. No 
such schetne shall provide for the transfer to the authority 
of any part of an undertaking except with the consent of 
the owners thereof. The scheme may provide for payment 
of expenses of members of the authority, and reasonable 
compensation for loss of remunerative time. | 

7. The Commissioners may make an order giving effect to 
the scheines, which shall not come into operation until it 
has been approved with or without modification by a resolu- 
tion passed by each House of Parliament. 

8. It shall be the duty of every joint electricitv authority 
constituted under this Act to provide or secure the provision 
of a cheap and abundant supply of electricity within their 
district, and for that purpose every such authority shall have 


" such powers and duties as are conferred upon them by the 
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Mand powers incidental thereto. Every such authority shall 


scheme under which they are constituted or by this Act. with 
respect to :— 

(a) the supply of electricity within their district. (including 
the construction of generating stations, main transmission 
lines, and other works); 

(b) the acquisition of the undertakings or parts of the 
undertakings of authorised undertakers; 


Reomply with any general directions wiven to them by the 


FülConimissioners as to the exercise and performance of their 


lpowers and duties. A joint electricity authority may, with 


{һе approval of the Commissioners, establish a scheme „ог 


tthe payment of superannuation allowances and gratuities to 
many of their officers and servants who become incapable of 


discharging their duties. 


| 


9. A joint electricity authority may. with the consent of 


the Commissioners, by agreement with the owners thereof 
acquire any generating station or any main transmission line 
Jon such terms as may be agrecd. 


| 10. Where a joint electricity authority or any authorised 
@undertakers are authorised to acquire or use any land tor 
the purpose of a generating station. no person shall be en- 
titled to restrain the use of the land for that purpose. 

11. It shall not be lawful for any authority, company, or 
person to establish a new or extend an existing generating 


tation or main transmission line without the consent of the 


ommissioners (which consent shall not be refused or made 
subject to compliance with conditions to which the authority, 


Й company, or person object, unless a local inquiry has been 
held); but this restriction shall not apply to the establish. 
ment or extension of a private generating station, provided 


р. 
| 


that, in the case of a new station, the owner thereof shall 
comply with regulations made by the Commissioners as to 


Atbe type of current. frequency, and pressure to be used; but 


feuch regulations shall be so framed as not to interfere with 
the economical and efficient working of the bueinees for 
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which the supply is generated. In the case of a railway 
company or a dock undertaking regulated by Act of Parlia- 
ment, consent shall not be refused unless 1t 1s proved that 
a joint electricity authority or authorised undertakers can 
give an adequate supply of electricity at a cost not greater 
than would have been incurred by the railway company or 
dock owners in supplying themselves. Where a group of 
persons carrying on businesses in which large quantities of 
electricity are used for purposes other than power or light 
propose to establish & generating station for the purposes of 
such businesses; or where a manufacturer, having a business 
in which electricity can be generated from energy derived 
from a process of manufacture carried on in his premises, 
proposes to establish a generating station for the purpose of 
supplying electricity not only for his own business, but also 
to other manufacturers whose businesses are associated there- 
with, the Commissioners may authorise the establishment, 
by those consumers or that manufacturer, of a generating 
station, subject to the condition that any surplus electricity 
shall be supplied to the joint electricity authority, or any 
authorised undertakers, at such prices as the Electricity 
Commissioners may think fit and proper. И 

12. A joint electricity authority shall not supply electricity 
in any area which forms part of the area of supply of any 
authorised distributors without the consent of those dis- 
tributors, except for railway or canal traction or haulage, or 
for lighting vehicles and vessels for the haulage of which 
electricity 15 supplied, or for the purpose of charging electric 
vehicles not running on rails; or in any part of the area of 
supply of a power company for any purpose for which the 
company are therein authorised to supply electricity, without 
the consent of the company, except to the previous owner 
of a generating station which has been transferred to the 
joint electricity authority or for the purpose of charging 
electric vehicles not running on rails. Where the authorised 
distributors or power company withhold their consent, the 
joint electricity authority шау appeal to the Commissioners 
and the Board of Trade on the recommendation of the Coin- 
missioners may dispense with such consent if in their opinion 
it is unreasonably withheld. Sections 9 and 3 of the Electric 
Lighting Act, 1888 (which relate to the purchase of under- 
takings by local authorities) shall not apply to the under- 
takings of joint electricity authorities. Ihe Commissioners 
may by order, after such inquiry as they think fit, impose on 
any joint electricity authority an obligation to supply elec- 
tricity in such circumstances, within such areas, and on such 
terms and conditions as to price and otherwise as may be 
specified in the order. 

13. Any local authority may, with the consent of the Com- 
missioners, agree with the joint electricity authority of the 
district for the transfer to the Joint authority of the whole 
or any part of its undertaking. Where any right to purchase 
the whole or any part of the undertaking of any authorised 
distributors 1s vested in any local authority (including a 
county council), the right may be transferred to and vested 
in the joint electricity authority, subject to the representation 
on the joint authority of the local authority from whom 
the right is transferred. A joint electricity authority with 
the consent of the Commissioners may at any time acquire 
the whole or any part of the undertaking of any authorised 
undertakers not being a local authority, by agreement. 

14. The Commissioners may, on the application of a joint 
electricity authority, by order exclude from the area of 
supply of any power company any part of that area which 
is not supplied by the company, and which could be better 


served by the joint authority. If those interested object to 


the proposed order, effect shall not be given to the proposals 
except by special order. 

15. The Board of Trade, on the representation of the Com- 
missioners, шау by order authorise any joint electricity 
authority or any authorised undertakers to abstract water 
from any river or other source, aud to utilise and return the 
water so abstracted, subject to such conditions as may be 
specified in the order. Where any existing rights will be 
affected by the abstraction of the water, the order shall be 
a special order. A joint electricity authority and any local 
authority, company, or person may, with the consent of the 
Commissioners, enter into arrangements for the utilisation of 
water power, waste heat, or other form of energy. The put- 
poses for which a joint electricity authotity may be authorised 
to acquire compulsorily or use land under Section 1 of the 
Electric Lighting Act, 1909, shall include the development 
of water-power for the generation of electricity. A joint 
electricity authority may, with the consent of the Commis- 
stoners, erect and renew by-product plant for working up 
and converting the residual products arising from the genera- 
tion of electricity. . 

16. If within five years from the date when under this 
Act a transfer of anv part of an undertaking has been effected, 
er a scheme has come into operation, anv officer or ‘servant 
who has, before Mav 5th,. 1919, been regularly employed in 
or about any authorised undertaking proves to the satisfaction 
of referees appointed by the Minister of Labour that in con- 
sequence of this Act he :— 

(1) has suffered loss of emplovment, or diminution of salary, 
wages or emoluments, otherwise than on grounds of mis— 
conduct, incapacity, or superannuation; or | 

fin has relinquished his employment in consequence of 
being required to perforni duties such as were not. analogous 


* 


or were an unreasonable addition to those which before the 
said eighth day of May he had been required to perform ; or 

(iii) has been placed in any worse position in respect to the 
conditions of his service (including tenure of office, remunera- 
tion, gratuities, pension, superannuation, sick or other fund, 
or any benefits or allowances, whether obtaining legally or 
by custoinary practice), 
and the body to which the undertaking was transferred, or 
the authorised undertakers who are affected by the scheme, 
do not show that equivalent employment on the like condi- 
tious was available, there shall be paid to hiin by that body 
or those undertakers such compensation as the referees may 
award, including any expenses which the officer or servant 
necessarily incurs in removing to another locality. Such 
compensation shall, in the case of an officer employed on an 
annual salary, be based on but not exceed the amount which 
would have been payable to a person on abolition of office 
under the Acts and rules relating to His Majesty’s Civil 
Service in force at the date of the passing of the Local 
Government Act, 1888, but in computing the period of service 
of any officer, service under any authorised undertakers shall 
be reckoned as service under the authorised undertaker in 
whose employment he is at the time that he suffers such loss 
or diminution as is mentioned in this section; and, where any 
such officer or servant was temporarily absent from his em- 
ployment whilst serving in or with His Majesty’s Forces or 
the forces of the Allied or Associated Powers, or in any other 
employment of national importance during the war, such ser- 
vice shall be reckoned as service under the authorised under- 
takers in whose employment he was immediately before and 
alter such temporary absence. | 

17. A joint electricity authority before incurring any capital 
expenditure shall submit details, plans, and estimates. | 

18. It shall be lawful for the Board of Trade, after con- 
sultation with the Commissioners, at any time after an elec- 
tricity district has been provisionally deterinined апа before 
the establishment of a joint electricity authority for the dis- 
trict, and for two years after its establishment, to construct 
any generating station, main transmission line, or other works, 
and exercise any other powers which a joint electricity autho- 
rity can exercise under this Act. The Treasury may issue 
to the Board of Trade any sums, not exceeding in the aggre- 
gate twenty million pounds, required for the construction of 
any such works or the acquisition of land, or required for 
working capital. At the expiration of two years after the 
establishment of a joint electricity authority for anv district, 
or at any earlier time which may be agreed on, any generat- 
ing station, main transmission lines and other works, and 
any land acquired for the purpose thereof by the Board of 
Trade within the electricity district. shall vest in that autho- 
rity, subject to the repayment of the advances made by the 
Treasury, and any interest thereon which may be outstanding. 
The prices fixed by the Board of Trade for electricity supplied 
by them from generating stations established under this 
section, shall be such that their receipts therefrom will be 
sufficient to cover their expenditure on income account (in- 
cluding interest and sinking fund charges in respect of such 
advances as aforesaid) with such margin as the Board may 
think fit. 

19. During the period between the passing of this Act and 
the establishment of a Joint electricity authority for a district, 
any two or more of the authorised undertakers within ihe 
locality may, with the approval of the Commissioners, and 
if so required by the Commissioners shall, carry into effect 
arrangements for mutual assistance of the one by the other, 
with regard to the supply and distribution of electricity, the 
management and working of the undertakings, the provision 
of capital required, and the division of receipts arising under 
any such arrangement, on such terms as may be agreed, or 
as in default of agreement may be settled by the Corimis- 
sioners. The provision of capital required for giving effect 
to any such arrangement by loan is authorised. 

20. The powers of the Minister of Health and the Secre- 
tary for Scotland and the London County Council with respect 
to the sanctioning of borrowing by local authorities shall be 
transferred to the Commissioners. 

21. Where the consent of the Board of Trade is obtained 
to the placing of any electric line above ground in any case, 
the consent of the local authority shall not be required, hut 
the Board of Trade before giving their consent shall give the 
local authority an opportunity of being heard. 

22. A joint electricity authority or anv authorised under- 
takers may place any electric line below ground across any 
land. and above ground across any land other than land 
covered by buildings or used as a garden or pleasure ground 
in cases where the placing of such lines above ground is 
otherwise lawful, and may enter on the land for the purpose 
of repairing or altering the line: Provided that, before plac- 
ing any such line across any land, the joint electricity autho- 
rity or undertakers shall serve on the owner and occupier 


of the land notice of their intention, together with a descrip- 


tion of the nature and position of the lines proposed to be 


: so placed; and if, within 21 davs after the service of the 


notice, the owner and occupier fail to give their consent or 
attach: to- their consent any conditions to which the joint 


` electricity authority or the undertakers object, it shall not 


be lawful to nlace the line across thet land without the 
consent of the Board of Trade; and the Board of Trade may, 


: M after giving all parties concerned an opportunity of bem g 
heard, they think it just, give their consent subject to such 
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terms, conditions, and stipulations as they think just. The 
Board shall have regard to the effect, if anv, on the amenities 
or value of the land of the placing of the line in the manner 
proposed. The power of placing lines across land shall include 
the power of placing a line across or along any railway, 
canal, inland navigation, dock or harbour, subject to the 
rights of the owners thereof. | 

33. А joint electricity authority and any local authority 
authorised to supply electricity max provide, let for hire, and 
In respect tbereof шау connect, repair, maintain and remove 
(but shall not, unless expressly authorised to do so, manu- 
tacture or sell) electric lines, fittings, and appliances for all 
purposes for which electricity can or may be used. Any 
electric lines, fittings, and appliances provided by any author- 
ised distributors on consumers’ premises, and any lands, 
buildings, or works held by them in connection therewith 
shall be deemed to form part of their undertaking. 

. The Commissioners may require any authorised under- 
takers to alter the type of current, frequency, or pressure em- 
ployed by Шеш in their undertaking, and the execution of 
the works necessary to comply with such an order shall be 
a purpose for which a local authority may borrow under the 
Electric Lighting Acts. ‘This section shall not apply to elec- 
tricity generated at a railway generating station existing at 
the passing of this Act. If, on appeal by any authorised 
undertakers, the Board of Trade are satisfied that compliance 
with the order would entail unreasonable expense, they may 
direct that the order shall not apply to those undertakers. 

. Section 26 of the Electric Lighting Act, 1882 (which 
contains provisions for the protection of the Postmaster- 
General), shall have effect as if the words or the laying of 
connections. With mains where the direction of the electric 
lines so laid down crosses the line of the Postinaster-General 
at richt angles at the point of shortest distance, and con- 
tinues the same for а distance of 6 ft. on each side of such 
point” were omitted, and as if for the words not more 
than 28 or less than seven clear days there were substituted 
the words one month, or, in the case of the laying of service 
lines to consumers’ premises, seven clear days." | 

36. Anything which under the Electric Lighting Acts шау 
be effected by a provisional order confirmed by Parliament 
may be effected by a special order made by the Electricity 
Commissioners and confirmed by the Board of Trade, or by 
an order establishing à joint electricity authority under this 
Act. A special order made in pursuance of the powers con- 
ferred by this section shall be laid before each House of 
Parliament, and shall not come into force unless approved 
bv a resolution passed by each such House. 

27. Joint electricity authorities and authorised undertakers 
shall furnish to the Commissioners such accounts, statistics, 
and returns as they may require. 

D. Every joint electricity authority shall annually submit 
to the Commissioners a statement of income and expenditure 
on revenue account. The accounts shall be audited by audi- 
tors appointed by the Commissioners. 

M. The Commissioners shall, at the beginning of each 
fnancial year, prepare an estimate of their receipts and ex- 
penditure during the year, and submit it for approval by the 
Board of Trade. The Commissioners shall apportion the 
amount by which the estimated expenses exceed the estimated 
receipts amongst the several joint electricity authorities and 
authorised undertakers within the United Kingdom in pro- 
portion to the number of units of electricity generated re- 
spectively in the preceding year; and every such authority or 
undertaker, shall pay as à contribution towards their expenses 
the sum so apportioned. During the first two years after 
the passing of this Act, the amount of such excess shall be 
paid out of moneys provided by Parliament, but such pav- 
ments shall be treated as advances and shall be repaid with 
Interest by the Commissioners by equal annual instalments 
in the next three succeeding years. 

9). Joint electricity authorities or any authorised under- 
takers may pay reasonable subscriptions to the funds of 
any association formed for the purpose of consultation as 
to their common interests and the discussion of matters 
relating to the supply of electricity, and to the funds of 
апу recognised association conducted on а Don-profit-earning 
basis for developing the use of electricity, and may purchase 
reports of the proceedings, and may. pay the reasonable 
Apenes of attendance of any members or. officers at con- 
lTehees or meetings, 

I. Section 4 of the Conspiracy and Protection of Property 
kt, 1875 (which. retates to. breaches of contract by persons 
emploved in the supply of gas or water). shall extend to 
Persons einployved by a joint electricity authority or by any 
authorised undertakers in like manner as it applies to persons 
Ws in that section, with the substitution of references 

M en for the references to gas or water. nM 
ое under this Act a joint electricity authority are 
p to enter into ап agreement with anv body or 
rear = anv purpose, it shall be lawful for such body or 

2 The ed Into and carrv into effect such agreement 
T е vommissioners mav canse to be held such inquiries 
тат by 1 necessary for the purposes of this Act, and 
cf the a um require anv person. subject to the pavment 
Withers ee exnen-es of his attendance, to attend as а 

M In E e evidence. . a 

Ide Board of Trade and the Electricity Commissioners 

Шау respectivel | icati 

ely make rules in relation to applications and 


other proceedings before them under this Act, and to the 
payments to be made in respect thereof, and to the publica- 
tion of notices and advertisements. 

Зо. A special order made under this Act by the Electricity 
Commissioners shall not have any effect unless and until 
confirmed by the Board of Trade. Before any special order, 
other than a special order which is not valid unless approved 
by & resolution passed by each House of Parliament, comes 
into force it shall be laid before each House of Parliament 
for à period not less than 30 days. 

37. This Act shall apply to Scotland, and the Cominissioners 
shall appoint a committee for Scotland. 

35. This Act shall apply to Ireland. 

39. All the powers and duties of the Board of Trade relat- 
ing to the supply of electricity shall, as from such date as 
His Majesty in Council may fix, be transferred to the Minister 
of Transport, and accordingly references to the Board of 
Trade shall be construed us references to the Minister of 
Transport. The power of appointing Electricity Commis- 
sioners under this Act shall be exercised by the Minister of 
Transport with the concurrence of the Board of Trade. The 
Commissioners shall be solely responsible to the Minister of 
Transport, and the Minister shall refer to the Commissioners 
for their advice on all matters connected with tbe exercise 
of the powers and duties transferred to him, except the ap- 
pointment of the Commissioners. 


SCHEDULE. 

Before the Board of ‘Trade confirm any special order under 
this Act, they shal] publish notice of the proposal to confirm 
the order, and of the place where copies of the order may be 
obtained, and of the time (not less than 21 days) within which 
any objection made with respect to the order must be sent 
to the Board of Trade. 

Where the Board of Trade do not amend ог withdraw any 
order to which any objection has been made, then they shall, 
before confirming the order, direct an inquiry to be held. 
and may, after considering the report of the person who held 
the inquiry. confirm the order either without modification 
or subject to such modification as they think fit, or may 
refuse to confirm the order. 


NITROGEN FIXATION. 


THE Final Report of the Nitrogen Products Committee was 
published last week. The report (Cmd. 482), which can be 
obtained from H. M. Stationery Office (4s. net), is a volume 
of 357 pages, containing a vast amount of valuable informa- 
tion, and is well indexed. 

We are devoting more space to this subject in a later issue, 
but the chief points in the report touching the electrical 
industry are briefly as follows. 

Some of the factors which aided the committee to arrive 
at its recommendations аге :— 

(1) The sources of supply of combined nitrogen in the 
United Kingdom must be increased considerably if the exist- 
ing and prospective home demands are to be met and the 
pre-war scale of exportation is to be maintained. 

(u) The existing sources of supply of combined nitrogen in 
the United Kingdom proved wholly inadequate for inceting 
the war demands. 

(iii) The world’s demand for combined nitrogen appears 
to double every ten усаг», The increased. production during 
the war has not been more than the normal rate of increase 
during peace. 

(iv) The actual consumption of combined nitrogen for 
agriculture in. the United Kingdom has practically doubled 
during the war, and there is certain to be a further increase. 


PROVISION FOR NATIONAL SAFETY, 


The following measures are recommended by the Com- 
mittee as à minimum provision for safeguarding the future 
and for meeting & portion of the growing home demand for 
various nitrogen products. 

„ Chana mie Process.- "The Committee recommends 
that :— 

(i) This process should be established in Great Britain 
without delay. either by private enterprise (supported, il 
necessary, by the Government) or as a publie work. 

(п) The scale of manufacture should be sufficient to give 
an output of about 60,000 tons of cyanamide per annum, 
equivalent on the basis of combined nitrogen to about опе: 
eighth of the present home production of ammonium sulphate. 

(iii) The necessary electrical energy should be obtained 
either from water power in Scotland or froni a large steam- 
power station. І 

The Committee has ascertained from the Water Power 
Resources Committee of the Board of Trade that there are 
several sites in Scotland where the necessary water power 
can be developed at a reasonable cost.. If steam power is 
used, a suitable site for the cvanamide factorv might he 
obtamed at one of the eapital power stations proposed by 
the Board of Trade Committee on Electric Power Supply. 
and the costs given hereunder are based upon that assump- 


ton. 
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On the basis of pre-war prices plus 50 per cent., the ap- anaes Ee cone device.“ C. C. ARMSIRONG, January 6tb, 
: ч : А , nited States, Xith, А 
proximate capital outlay at a water-power site would be 461. Shade-holders for clectric light fittings." €. J. Catewoer and F. 
£1,680,000, inclusive of the capital cost of the hydro-electric Buier. January 6th. 
development, the latter being taken at £40 per E.H.P. (£53.6 46r. © Electric accumulators.” J. H. Gries. January 6th. 
per KW.) of maximum demand. If the factory were erected VD E. T. Слғлкк and Scotts’ SUIPBUILDISG Nn 
at the site of a large steum- power station, the approximate 502. ic Limit switches.“ E. T. CarakN. January 7th. 
outlay would be £800,000, inclusive of the proportionate cost 520. Dial switches for automatic telephone, &., systems." AUTOMATIC 
of the power plant. The chemical sections for either sito ErLrcrRIC. Co., AUTOMATIC TiLkrunoNE MANUFACTURING Co., J. Latks, and Ss. К. 
would cost about £445,000 of the above totals. nn a ү. . . 
U th basi . » " 534. Device for locating leakages or short circuits un or between ela- 
pon © Same Dasis (i. e., pre-war prices plus 50 per cent.), trical conductors." B. Dagsv. January 7th. | 
the approximate cost, at the factory, of raw cyanamide (19.5 549. d Electrodes | for glectrie gne or fusion-deposition of metals," 
b Quvasi-ARC. Co. and А. P. STRONMENGER. January (th. 
per cent. N.) would be: 579. " C machines with oscillating armatures." 0. INA 
Price of elec- Factory costs per metric ton of-, (Eisemann Magneto Corporation). January 7th. 3 , | 
trical energy. Raw product. Combined nitrogen 600. Ignition devices for internal combustion engines. F. A. 5мин. 
Source of power. Per kw. year. (18:5 рег cent. N.) as raw cyanamide. January 7th. ‚ 
£ £ £ 602. Methods of electric power generation and transmission with alter- 
m 7 1 nating currents." A. M. Taytok. January Mth. 
Water T" TP 4: 61 328 615. Means for making and breaking -«lectrical circuits." F. M. Brows 
Steam (with coal at and А. E. Davies. January 8th. 
. : T. 6.6. Sparking-plug tester," A. D. Atywakp. January 8th. 
118, 8d. | ton)... 5'6 ; TO 3670 63K," Filling for storage batteries." S. Nagatavasnr (C. A. Allison). 
The factory costs include interest on the capital outlay for January Wh. ЕТ P | 
. NC 654. Zinc battery elements." S. O. CowrrieCorrks, January Bth. 
the power section of the plant, but not on the chemical 655. Wireless controlling relay. II. E. Tastes. January 8th. 
section, and are exclusive of any royalties. : ©. 673. “ Ventilation of dynamo-electric machines,” Brnisu —— THonsos- 
As the result of the action taken upon the Committee's in- Носъток Co. and H. W. Tavor. January sth. К | | 
terim recommendations, considerable progress was made with ere 5 CCTV 
the plans and specifications for a suitable steam-power station 66. Incandescent electric lamps.“ G. Carver, January Bth. 
designed as the nucleus of a possible capital power station. 697. “ Generation of electricity by rise and fall of tides.“ R. I. Мако. 
М 1 ч , f 1 4nuary Bih. 
үе committee suggests that it might. prove desirable, in 707. Electrical switchgear.” W. А. Coates, 0. R. Davies, G. E. Gimis 
the first instance, to arrange for a certain proportion of the and METROPOLITAN-VICKERS Evecrkical Co. January В. 
calcium carbide produced us an Intermediate product to be 716. Nutomaiie train мор and track. circuit signalling.“ J. D. N. 
utilised as such instead of converting jt into cyanamide V 
Synthetic Ammoni (H b ) Р Thi Var hi . 726. Electric circuit-breaker,' W. H. ILLI SWOT. January 9th. 
* n pata’ f IOCESS us 729. *' Mine-signalliny svsteins," AUTOMATIC TELECHONE MANUFACTURING Co, 
hitherto only been operated on a full commercial scale in and C. REwiNGTON. January 9th, 
Germany. Nevertheless, as @ result of the continuous experi- 730. : Electric circuit breaker." К. SIMPSON. January Mth, | 
ments carried out since the summer of 1916 at the Research M ET . „ tramites ee n cur: 
Laboratory of the Munitions Inventions Department, the 752. Electric cranes, hoists, &c." J. BENTLEY and W. H. Ѕсотт. Janu- 
Government decided early in 1918 to erect a large factory at ary 9th. : PHP | 
Billingham-on-Tees for the manufacture of synthetic ammonia 761. : Adaptors: for electrical Sonnet. | J. ткалҹо. January 9th. 
and ammonium nitrate. This factory, projected as an emer- 766. $ Telephonie transmitters. кор В. көн January 9th. 
gency war measure, did not reach an advanced stage. 775. Electrically heated. garments. А. NEGROMANTI. January 9th. 


- - . ` 97 b . М * 
Th : : Nji J 782. “ Electric incandescent lamps." J. J. Gowen. January 9th. 
e committee recommends that the synthetic AH OL 7RR. “Means for supporting electric fuses in operative. position." L. 


process should be established forthwith on a commercial scale Weekes and J. A. Михо. January 9th. 
and, extended as rapidly as possible, up to a minimum manu- 793. Electro-magnetic clocks.” М. P, Баке Вок, R. М. XI. Metus 
facturing scale of 10,000 tons of ammonia (equivalent to is Chenard, legal representative of M. А. Moulin), and M. А. Motum. 


000 : i n th. 
40, tone of ammontiuin sulphate) per annum. The Billing- SOS eut ые for shunt-wound dynamos." J. Hest. January 9th. 
ham factory should be utilised for the purpose if practicable. 809. “Wireless telegraph calling devices.“ W. H. Jorrack and T. D. 

The evidence on the question of capital cost is somewhat F s Т n. dde cat tir aerate, QUE 
uncertain, but the outlay for a factory of the capacity in- January 9th. O C TASeS SEE DURS E ' i 
dicated, on the basis of pre-war prices plus 50 per cent., 841. Combined keyless lock, electric bell switch and electric light switch.” 
would probably amount to £600,000 if ammonia were the . i Кікву. January 10th, eet 5 i 1 
end-product, or to £780,000 if the factory were laid out for I. H. Wos. Janusz 10mm... . ч 
the manufacture of synthetic ammonium sulphate. 878. '' Electric plug-connecting appliances." T. W. Jerrerson and T. W. | 

B | n In JEFFERSON, Lip. January 10th, , B ; ө 
Y-PRODUCT MONIA DUSTRIES. 879. Electric heating device," ELECTRIC HEATING AND ARDWARE, Lip, 

The foll . А and F. J. Wiseserc. January 10th. | | ‚ : 
f e folowing ив are ое among others, 886. la Suction cleaning apparatus." J. Gray (Electric Vacuum Cleaner 
or conserving and increasing t ` i itro- Co.) January 10th. - 

f S bv £ S output 2 combined nitro 887. Electrical apparatus.“ Brimisu THowsox-Housron Co. (General | 
gen from existing by-product ammonia industries, for KiectriezCo)) Junuary Iiih: 


securing the better utilisation of the national resources in 
coal, and for reducing the consumption of raw coal as a fuel :— 
Encouragement should be given to facilitate and to ensure 


the replacement of non-recovery coke-ovens by recovery ovens PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. ч 


at a much more rapid rate than hitherto, in order that the 


reserves of coking coal shall be utilised to the maximum ad- The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will bs l 
vantage. printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 
Encouragement should be given to all efforts to extend the 4 
use of ar gas and coke in the place of raw coal for domestic 29205 7 d. 
8 or steain-raisin and fo ас 73 stri: ds Vici 16,865, Ett TRIC MOTOR DRIVES FOR. PLANING MACHINES ASD THE LIKE. F. T. 
эжейге. | 5, г other industrial require Haggas and W. Hagges. October 16th, 1918. 136,589.) x 
US í ; : 20.396. APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE DIRFCTION OF ARRIVING FLECTRO- 
A special observation 18 made to the effect that, as far as MiGNETIC. waves. J. Erskine-Murray and V. Robinson. December 9th, 1918. 
the United Kingdom is concerned, nitrogen fixation and (136,600. ) u^ T 
allied processes will constitute a new “ key ” industry, and е 5 ү" B cro Jupe pum ue "m 
its initiati i Ire tive g à 20.580. ELECTRICAL FUSES. able Accessories Co., F. . Reeves and A. 
s initiation and development will require the active support Crawford. December 12th, 1918. (136,605.) 


of the Government. 31,053. Evectric msucators. J. E. Pollak. (Fabbrica Isolatori Livorno.) 


December 17th, 1918. (136,627.) 

21,283, ELECTRIC SWITCHES. . Е. Jovee and Park Royal Enginrcring 
Works. December 19th, 1918. (Cognate application 13,453, 1919.) (136,650) 
21,417. TRANSMISSION AND RECEPTION ARRANGEMENTS FOR ELECTRO-MAGNETIC 


N 
NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1919-1920 SIGNALLING. W. E. Barber. December 20th, 1916. (136,654.) } 
9 е 0 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 12919. Y 
4 
( 
* 
N 


Compiled expresely for this journal by Massrs. Serton-lonns. O'DELL AND о Ер MELTING-FURNACES. L. C. Harvey. January 9th, 
PHEN C | : 1919. (136.679.) 
P" AS wk Hich Holborn. Conan, WES of London), Chartered 1.251. MacNETOS FOR IGNITION PURPOSES. E. A. Smith. January 17th, 1919. 
ў : c AUT (136,683.) 
1,873. ELECTRIC CABLE CARRYING OR SUPPORTING MEANS, А. Н. Lessells. 


313-4. Apparatus for controlling electric currents.” С. G. CONRADI January 28th, 1919. (136,691.) | 
January Sth. 2,448. ANTIVIBRATION ELECTRIC LIGHT. Fitunes., F. A. Ross. January ЗІМ. 

339. ** Magnetos." J. F. Keener. January 5th. 1919. (Addition to 122.707.) (136,694.) 1 

К * С » ; А id Е у] wig z Sas ERE RATING pego Ы э 1 ins PE фе i 

342. “ Sparking plugs." Soc. INTERNATIONALE POUR L'ENPLOILAMON. DE i 2.484. IGNITION MAGNE GENER NUES Seu e E. C. R. Marks, (Splitder | 
Bovcig, Sor. January Sth. (France, July 31st, 1919) ex e e % L M. 5 

347. '"Inductances for wireless telegraphy and telephony," H. P. Re 181. AGNETO-ELEC TRIG MACHINES FOR INTERN AL-COMBESTION ENGINES, „ 
January 5th ьгарп; near Н. P. Revs. Conner and С. C. Puckette. February Wth, 1919. (136,705.) 1 
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358. '' Electrical systems." Domestic ENGINEERING. Co. RE 4.149. TRANSMISSION SYSTEM FOR TRANSMITTING HIGH-FREQUENCY ELECTRIC UIE 
(United States, April 6th. 1918.) : 4 RENTS. Western Electric Со. February 19th, 1919. (136,712) 

363. '' Electrolytic cells.“ W. J. MELLERSH-JACKSON (Allen Electrolytic Cell 4,630. METHOD OF ELECTRICALLY WELDING PLATINUM OR OTHER METAL зр, 19 9 
Corporation). January 5th . THE ENDS OR HEADS OF METAL SCREWS OR RODS. W. Meacher, February 20th, 

. ATMs . « = ЫҢ 

372. Electric heaters." J. НлсѕЅѕЕК-Ѕта & anu KT Switzerk 1919. (136.720.) : р : { 
August 8th, 1919.) J ` Janata eee а il 4.841. Ixpvcrios cons. A. II. Midgley and C. А. Vandervell & Со. Feb- + 

Ron Se abe . Geo ЭҢ mm ТӨӨ 

386.  Anti-vibrators for incandescent electric lamps," E. Вооги and N. ruary 26th, 1919. (136.722. ' v 
R. Bootn. January 6th. 9,187. APPAKACUS FOR PRODUCING A CONTINUOUS ELECTRICALLY сох СХС 

404. ‘Spark plugs." R. R. Hitt. January 6th LIQUID yer. J. U. G. P. Hartmann, Mav Neth, 1918. (120,947 .) | 

426. Electrically ted 1 Е xc” С f 155 n 13,655. ARC GENERATORS OF ELECTRIC OscILLATIONS. P. O. Pedersen. March 

ЖАБЫР! у-орега P ома MONEE, с.” Я А. Browse. January 6th. 4th, 1919. (136,762.) 

43]. [elephone transmitters, V. F. Frrsy (Magnavox Co.). Janu- 22 OR). AUTOMATIC VOLTAGE REGULATION OF VAKIABLE-SPEED Dynamos. F. 
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THE LESSON OF THE MOULDERS' 


STRIKE. 


THE morning papers of January 23rd contained the welcome 
announcement that by a majority of over 6,000 Ње moulders 
had voted in favour of a return to work, the strike having 
lasted since September 20th, 1919. 

All men have a perfect right to refuse to work, or to 
withdraw their labour, if they consider the conditions of 
employment unsatisfactory in any particular. We use the 
plural number because it is lawful to combine together 
to do this—in short, to strike is lawful. 

In all the long history of labour disputes, however, it is 
improbable that there has ever been a strike more deplorable 
than the one just ended. Certainly this is true so far as 
engineering is concerned. The moulders broke away from 
tbeir Federation, and decided to fight for themselves. 
The remainder saw that the situation was hopeless 
from the start, and so stayed at work. They started 
out on this hopeless business, putting forward demands 
which failed to produce the desired effect, either 
on the employers or upon public opinion. With a 
stubbornness which, in a better cause, would have 
been worthy of admiration, they fought on, twice 
rejecting a settlement, until the strike had lasted for 17 
weeks. At the end of all this privation for themselves, their 
Wives and families, they have gained nothing but the 
promise of an inquiry, which, we make bold to aver, would 
have been assented to and participated in gladly by the 
employers at the very commencement. The five shillings 
advance would have been paid to the moulders in common 
with other engineering workers; and machinery for the 
avoidance of disputes could, with the men’s goodwill, be set 
up to-morrow, in accordance with many famous examples 
already in existence — the Building Trades Parliament, 
recently discussed in these columns, for one. 

The cost to the men and their dependents has been great, 
but it has not stopped there. Many other workers have 
been unable to earn their livelihood, and it is well known 
that some of the largest firms were within an ace of having 
to close down completely, not only their works, but their 
offices ; of having to stop not only their operatives, but 
their administrative staffs. The cost to the country has been 
enormous, and even now it will be several months before 
work can proceed normally. And all this at a time when 
the one thing needful is to produce the goods of which the 
poor old world has been deprived for over five years. 

There is, as we admitted at the outset, a right to strike. 
But all rights have their accompanying duties, and in 
this case the duty is to see that the misery of the resultant 
warfare falls on the enemy. 'The whole duty of any 
individual is so to live his day that the community may be 
better at the end of the day than it would have been but for 
his day's effort. If the conditions of employment in respect 
of reward, circumstances, atmosphere, are such that it 
would be a shame to perpetuate them, then it is the 
workers’ duty to refuse to submit to them, and so advance 
the common welfare by sweeping intolerable conditions 
away. But when this is not the case, then one’s duty is to 
get on with the job. All strikes that have succeeded have 
been strikes against injustice. Public opinion is, and must 
remain, the final judge. The public, particularly the 
British public, has a fine sense of fair ply This sense was 
roused, to take a famous example, by the Dock Strike in the 
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а week increase, with no prospect of finality, and bound to 
spread in all directions as the Churchillian 124 per cent. 
still continues to do. 

This strike could, as we have said, have ended on two 
earlier occasions, if the men had accepted the recommenda- 
tious and advice of those whom they appoint and pay to act 
for them. With all allowance for the unworthy prominence 
of the mere agitator—the gas-bag, in fact—in labour, as in 
other walks of life, it ought to be possible to assume that 
these chosen leaders are capable men, who, being in close 
touch with the other side, will be in a position to offer 
sound advice. The men have, of course, the right to refuse 
to follow it, and the moulders have twice exercised that 
right—with the results we now see: It may be that the 
very failure of this strike will have a tendency to restore the 
authority of Trade Union leaders among their rank and file. 
Surely, if a man is selected as a leader, it is the duty of the 
rank and file to follow him, or else to appoint someone else. 
The rank and file have the supreme authority, but that 
authority is not properly displayed by the continual flouting 
of direction and refusal to follow advice. 

The weapon of the strike is effective? but terrible. 
Negotiations take time, and inevitably engender impatience. 
Then comes the temptation to use the weapon unjustifiably, 
and great strength is better shown by the avoidance of the 
use of the weapon than by its employment on every occasion, 
or even the threat of its employment. The drum is an 
effective instrument, and acceptable in its place in the 
orchestra, but if the drummer beats it in somebody's bed- 
room, he will not be praised for a clever Grummer but 
cursed as an intolerable nuisance. 

It seems almost incredible that, in an age so predomi- 
nantly commercial as the present, we should have failed to 
get away from brute force for the settlement of industrial 
and international disputes. In personal affairs 1t has long 
since been dropped, and we can all, however aggrieved, 
repair to an impartial tribunal for the settlement, on just 
lines, of any conflict. We have not reached the stage of 
compulsory arbitration yet, but we have industrial courte, 
and it is probable that already a serious strike at the docks 
has been avoided by recourse to them. May all parties 
make free use of them, and may they justify their 
existence ! 

Not by the winning or the losing, but by the avoidance, 
of industrial disputes, shall we be able to get ahead with 
the work, and to do the right thing by the country and 
ourselves. | 


Ат the inaugural meeting of the new 
Liverpool Sub-Centre of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers, Dr. Marchant, 
inter alia, drew attention to the importance of sound com- 
mercial training to the engineer. As he pointed out, the 
economic efficiency of an undertaking is even more impor- 
tant than its technical efficiency; no matter how admirable 
a project may be from the latter point of view, it is worth- 
less unless it is a paying proposition, and the engineer who 
is competent only on the technical side, is not fully equipped 
to deal with the problems that will confront him in the 
future. 

There is another aspect of the question, to which also Dr. 
Marchant referred—the fact that the commercial representa- 
tive who is not ww fait with the technical side of his subject 
i8 equally deficient in training for his vocation, especially 
when he is called upon to act in foreign countries on behalf 
of British firms. "To meet the competition with which we 
shall be faced abroad, it is essential that our “trade ambas- 
sadors" shall be provided with every weapon that is 
available, including especially commercial, technical, and 
linguistic attainments of a high order, and we cordially 
agree that the admirable movement on the part of our 
modern Universities towards the establishment of schools of 
commerce should be fostered, with a view to the equipment 
of the engineer with the “ munitions of war” appropriate 
to peace conditions. We have often pressed these points 
upon the attention of our readers, and we, welcome the 
support of `во notable an 5 of the fundamental 
principles of engineering training. | 

б 


The Commercial 
Engineer. 


A SERIES of articles by M. Paul Genty 


5 is being published by a Paris newspaper, 
Germany. dealing with the economic contest between 


the Allies and Germany. The articles 
are mostly a record of the progress made during the war in 
England, France, the United States, and Japan. In the 
case of the electrical industry, the author states that as 
compared with France, Germany in pre-war times had a 
considerable excess of exports of electrical manufactures. 
Nevertheless, French electrical firms in general were able 
to meet the demands for electrical equipment during the 
war, 80 that no difficulties arose from the cessation of 
importe from Germany. Switzerland and the United States 
supplied the products which were lacking, whilst the 
necessities of the war acted as a stimulus to French 
industry. A syndicate was formed to combat German com- 
petition in the world, concessions in tariffs were demanded, 
and an increased utilisation of water power was undertaken. 
Turning to the consideration of the position of the United 
States, M. Genty states that the electrical exports of that 
country were doubled during the war. However, the diffi- 
culties incidental to ship tonnage, “ an insufficient knowledge 
of the market,” the special qualities required for deliveries 
under war contracts, and the scarcity of labour hampered 
the development of the electrical industry in the United 
States. The industry in Japan also made considerable 
progress, makers passing from machines of ordinary size to, 
those of large powers, which were sold at moderate prices. 
The availability of raw materials at low prices, such as 
copper and silk, and of hydro-electric power, facilitated the 
development of the industry, and the country was soon able 
to compete successfully with others, especially as current 
manufactures could be produced very cheaply. It is said 
that the Government by the grant of export bounties 
encouraged exports to China and India, and the makers 
proceeded to increase their productive capacity in the 
German fashion, so as to be able to carry out large contracta. 
The author concludes that German competition will be 
completely ousted by England, France, the United States, 
and Japan, unless Germany succeeds in outstripping these 
countries by a solution of labour questions, which are the 
principal causes that can impede the restoration of the 
economic life of the country. 


As a result of the apprehensions which 
have arisen in Germany in recent months 
as to the possibility of foreigners buying 
ordinary shares in industrial companies, and securing a 
majority control over the undertakings, a system has been 
introduced of creating preference shares which are given up 
to 20 times the voting powers of the ordinary shares. In 
other words, a preference share may carry up to 20 votes, 
as compared with one vote for each ordinary share. It is 
hoped in this way to counteract any foreign intervention in 
German industry. The initiative in this direction was 
taken by the-aniline dye combination two or three months 
ago, and was soon followed by certain shipping companies, 
whilst many industrial companies have also adopted the 
same policy. It has occurred to some people, however, 
that besides averting foreign control, preference shares with 
many votes can also be utilided for depriving German holders 
of ordinary shares of their rights by out-voting them in general 
meeting. Not only so, but the banks are coming to the 
conclusion that the issue of such preference shares is only 
justified when foreign influence is directly impending. 
A solution of the problem is now being sought by the 
Lloyd Dynamo Works Co., of Bremen, which is seeking the 
sanction of the shareholders to the creation of preference 
shares for 200,000 marks, each having 20 votes, so that 
they would equal in voting power the ordinary share 
capital, which is being inoreased to 4,000,000 marks. The 
preference shares, however, will only be issued if necessary, 
and the right of emission will lapse with the end of 1925. 


A Double-Edged 
Sword. 


‘Should the occasion arise, it will be possible for the 


directors to issue the preference share capital, and thus 
check foreign control, especially as all ordinary shares are 


never represented at any company meeting. 
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WE have previously referred to the 
rapid increase in the membership of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers; at 
the meeting last week 284 new members were elected, 
including 34 Associate Members, 27 Graduates, and 168 
Students. That so large a proportion was in the junior 
cass by no means discounts the value of the list—a 


constant inflow of young blood is essential to the maintenance 
of the health and vigour of the organisation. What 


I. E. E. 
Progress. 


especially interests us on this occasion is the fact that the 


membership, which at October Ist, 1919, was 7,792, is now 
well over 8,000 —a splendid record. 

No doubt many factors contribute to this noteworthy 
development ; but one, we believe, overshadows all the 
ret —namely, the steady increase in the efficiency and use- 
fulness and the broadening of the interests of the Insti- 
tution, which, under the effective guidance and driving 
force of Mr. C. H. Wordingham during his energetic two 
years in the chair, has become so much more real and 
human to iis members and its critics. 


————— — — — — —— 


Cox SID ERA RLE agitation is prevalent in 
the automobile world in view of the 
threatened increase in the price of petrol, 

and the probability that the petrol tax will be removed by 
the Government. On the surface, it would seem that these 
two factors, being of opposite sense, would tend to neutralise 
one another, but аз a matter of fact the tax will only be 
transferred from petrol to some other basis, and auto- 
mobilista do not anticipate any relief in that respect. We 
are here mainly concerned with the increasing cost of 
petrol, which will not promote a reduction in the price of 
benzol or other substitutes, though it will stimulate the 
movement towards the adoption of alcohol. 

Now, the cost of energy for propelling a railless trolley- 
car is about 1}d. per mile; that of petrol for a motor-’bus 
i8 already over 5d., and is going up: when all running 
evpenses are taken into account, the cost of railless traction 
is about 114. per car-mile, against 17d. per bus-mile, 
leaving a margin far more than sufficient to pay the capital 
charges in respect of the overhead construction, even if we 
assume that the cost of upkeep of the roads, and the life of 
the vehicles, are the same in both cases—an assumption 
which erra greatly in favour of the omnibus. 

Again, the cost of running a storage battery omnibus is 
about 10d. per mile. In by-gone days the battery-'bus 
earned а very unsavoury reputation, but the undoubted 
success of battery vehicles during the past 10 years has 
redeemed their character, and there is no doubt that a 
modern battery-'bus is à commercially sound proposition. 
The superiority of the electric battery vehicle for municipel 

sanitary purposes is now so well established that it requires 
no emphasis. eS | | 

Thus, it will be seen that the prospects for electric 
traction on roads are highly favourable, and there is good 
reason to anticipate rapid developments in this direction. 
The only obstacle to the more extended use of the private 
battery car is the lack of charging facilities: this deficiency 
is being slowly remedied, and it reste with electricity supply 
authorities to accelerate the provision of charging stations, 
and to make their existence widely known, We commend 
the matter to the notice of the Ministry of Transport 
av one deserving immediate attention. 


Petrol and 
Electricity. 
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Now that the Bill, in ita abbreviated 
form, has become an Act, it is worth 
while to consider its immediate bearing 
upon the electricity supply industry. In our last issue we 
gave a summary of the Act, which, in spite of ite curtail- 
ment, remains a measure of the first importance, and 
contains many provisions of very great value to the industry. 
As announced in our pages, the Ministry of Transport took 
over its new duties on Friday last; it is greatly- to: be 
regretted that the Commissioners, with the exception of the 
Chief Commissioner, Sir John Snell, have not yet. been 
appointed, as there is plenty of work awaiting their attention, 


Electricity 
Supply. 


and at least two are necessary to form a quorum. Besides, 
is not the supply world looking forward with keen interest 
to the disclosure of the personnel of ita new general staff ? 

The Commissioners, when they come into existence, will 
at once become the authority charged with the administra- 
tion of the Electric Lighting Acts, including the sanction- 
ing of borrowing by municipal authorities; special orders 
made by them and confirmed by the Minister of Transport 
will take the place of provisional orders, and the mass of 
routine work which will fall upon their shoulders will give 
them ample occupation. But one of their first duties will 
be to organise the country into “separate electricity dis- 
tricts,” and to set on foot the preparation of schemes for 
improving the “ existing organisation — mainly conspicuous 
by its absence —and, if necessary, forming joint electricity 
authorities. This work has been informally commenced by 
the Board of Trade as regards certain areas, as will have 
been gathered from references in our columns during the 
past two years, and the authorities and companies concerned 
will do wisely and well if they follow the example of certain 
provincial areas and get to work on the formulation of 
co-operative schemes. In their default, the Commissioners 
have power to formulate and put into force schemes of their 
own, lacking only the power of compulsory purchase. 

A joint electricity authority, when formed, must comply 
with the general directions of the Commissioners, submit all 
proposals for capital expenditure (beyond a prescribed limit) 
for their approval, render accounts of income and expendi- 
ture annually, and furnish a report of the year's work. 
Pending the formation of a joint electricity authority, 
existing authorised undertakers not only may, but if 
required by the Commissioners, must, make arrangements 
for mutual assistance, on terms to be approved, or if 
necessary imposed, by the Commissioners ; and they may 
be called upon to change theit system of supply, subject to 
the right of appeal to the Minister of Transport. | 

Private undertakings have now come under the control 
of the Ministry ; no new station or main transmission line 


whatever may be erected without the consent of the Com- 


missioners, unless they comply with regulations which have 


not yet been formulated. 


Onthe other hand, if the liberty of the individual is to 


-Bome extent restricted, valuable compensation is found in 


the improved facilities for obtaining compulsory wayleaves, 
erecting overhead mains without the consent of local 
authorities, using land for generating stations, obtaining 
cooling water, &c. ep 

It is clear, from the foregoing, that the Act affords 
abundant scope for the Commissioners; with the collaboration: 
of the authorised undertakers, to accomplish a great deal of 
valuable work. Whether the clauses that were jettisoned 
will ever be enacted, remains a moot question ; certainly 
there is no urgent need for them. | 

A correspondent to-day remonstrates with us on the score 
of undue severity towards a writer in The Times Trade 
Supplement, who said that under the Act the undertakers 
retain their autonomy, but under the Bill as it left the 
House of Commons, their autonomy would at once have 
been cut short. As we have shown above, their present 
“autonomy is by no means unrestricted ; but under the 
complete Bill they would have had precisely the same 
opportunities to come together and form joint electricity 
authorities, selling their stations, if desired, by agreement. 
It is the will of the nation, as expressed by the House of 
Commons, that electrical undertakings shall join hands 
with a view to improving the supply of electricity. The 
original Bill provided compulsory powers to that end : but 
those powers could not be exercised without holding a local 
inquiry, and they could not be put in force without approval 
by resolution of each House of Parliament. To provide 
the power to do a thing in case of necessity is a vastly 
different thing from doing it; the police have power to 
arrest any British citizen, under certain circumstances, but, 
nevertheless, the British citizen is a free man—perhaps 
the freest in the world. In the same way, supply authori- 
ties, if they complied. with the law (as yet unwritten) 
requiring co-operation, would have nothing to fear from 
the big stick which was put on the shelf by the: House ‘of. 
Lords; and they would not lose the measure of autonomy 


which they now enjoy. 
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THE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OF PALMERS SHIPBUILDING AND IRON CO.’S WORKS. 


(Concluded from paye 101.) 


Electrical driving has been adopted generally throughout 
the whole of the works and steam plant is фу almost 
entirely done away with. At the shipyard the whole of 
the driving is now done electrically, the largest motors 
being employed to drive 700-H.P. air compressors for the 
general supply of compressed air used in the various branches 
of ship construction. 

At the iron and steel works the whole of the overhead 
cranes,charging machines, main water рр, and hydraulic 
pumps, are electrically driven, and in addition the rolling 
mills are being fi with motors to replace large steam 
engines, the auxiliary plant necessary for driving live rollers 
and skids having already been converted for electric driving. 

The rolling mill installation has been 
carried out by the Metropolitan- Vickers 
Electrical Co. (late British Westinghouse 
Electric and Manufacturing Co.). 

The mill motor (fig. 5) has been 
designed for, and is dealing with, a 
torque of 110 foot-tons at a speed 
of 40 R. P. u., which figure is well above 
that met with in rolling the particular 
size and weight of ingot over the time 
specified ; for instance, rolling 4-ton 
ingots, 20 in. by 18 in. to 6 in. by 6'5 
in., an output of over 35 tons per hour 
is easily obtained. 

The stopping and accelerating of the 
mill motor extremely rapidly is absolutely 
essential if the maximum output is to 
be reached. In this connection it should 
be remembered that with Ward- Leonard 
control the generator field at the end of 
every pass is reduced to zero value 
during the reversal of the mill, and is 
then built up in the required direction, 
until the selected speed on the mill 
motor is obtained. Although the torque 
due to the inertia of the masses to be 
stopped or started in the time by the mill 
motor is small compared with the torque 
due to the resistance of rolling and 
friction, the former must be impressed 
within an extremely short interval of time. Further, in 
order to effect the rapid stopping of the mill motor against 
its own inertia and the inertia of the other moving masses, 


FIG. 4.—MotTor-GENERATOR, 


the generator field is first reduced, and the motor then acts 
as a generator, returning energy to the line by way of the 
generator and induction motor. The machine is then brought 
quickly to rest, and may be reversed in an exceedingly short 
space of time, Either an electric or a steam plant can be 


brought to rest in a short space of time, the advantage, if any- 
thing, being with the electric plant, as almost any magnitude 
of momentary negative torque is available for the purpose of 
decelerating. This being so, it remains to be seen in what 
manner the electrical equipment is speeded up. It might 
be thought that, at first glance, the steam engine would 
have the advantage, and could accelerate the mill, &c., by 
the operator quickly moving the throttle to full open, thus 
impressing full available pressure on the pistons. The 
arrangement of the electric controls and gear by which 


equivalent results are obtained is illustrated diagrammati- 


cally in fig. 6, in which, for the sake of clearness, all 
switchgear and instruments have been omitted. 


Fig, 5.—AN 8,500-H. P. ROLLING-MILL MOTOR, 


The plant consists, it will be seen from figs. 4 and 6 
of an induction motor rM, fed with three-phase current, as 
indicated. The leads to this motor have interpolated in 
them the slip regulator and starter 8 R, which is controlled 
by the torque motor т м. The induction motor drives the 
generator d d, having mounted on its shaft the fly-wheel ғ w. 
The generators supply energy to the mill motor М, an overload 
circuit breaker o св being comprised in the circuit. The 
mill motor is regulated by the controller c, established on 
the field circuits of the motor м, and of the exciter E. The 
latter is driven by a motor E M, taking its current from the 
п.с. circuit, as shown ; 8 D is a safety device, and F F R is а 
tield-forcing relay. The safety device sD consists of a circuit- 
breaker and no-volt coil placed in and across the generator 
and exciter field. Should the voltage fail from any cause, a 
weighted lever is released which actuates the rheostat first, 
to insert resistance into the exciter field, and ultimately to 
breakthat circuit. Atthesame time the main circuit-breaker 
is opened. The controller c consists of an apparatus by 
means of which the field strength of the generator is varied 
between zero and full strength, at the will of the mill 
operator, thus raising or lowering the voltage in the main 
which is dependent on the strength of the generator field. 
The speed of the motor then follows the generator voltage. 
The controller also reverses the field in order to reverse 
the direction of rotation of the motor at the end of each 
pass of the ingot through the rolls. The controller consists 
of an arrangement of resistances which are either auto- 
maticaly, or by hand, cut out of the generator-field 
circuit after the first movement of the control lever in either 
direction. 

At the neutral position of the operating lever there is no 
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field on the generator, and consequently the motor is at a 
standstill. When the lever is moved in either direction 
from the neutral or stop position, the generator field is built 
up, and the motor speed rises until near the end of the pars, 
or until the Ward-Leonard limit, or the normal fall speed 
is reached. The time of acceleration may һе shortened to 
any reasonable extent as described below. 

If the billet is a long one, the speed of the motor is 
further increased by another movement of the control 
lever whereby resistance is inserted into the mill motor 
field. When near the end of each pass, the generator-field 
strength is decreased, and the motor and rolls are brought 
quickly to rest by means of the regenerative braking effect, 
the motor acting as a generator and driving the generator 
as a motor. The result is that the fly-wheel which during 
each pass of the billet through the rolls had dropped in 


Fie. 6.—DIAGRAM OF MILL CONNECTIONS. 


speed, is again speeded up and at the same time any 
surplus energy is returned to the line by way of the 


induction motor. 

It is found with normal voltage suddenly impressed on 
the field of the generator that the rate of acceleration would 
be, in most instances, rather slower, owing to the natural 
lag due to self-induction, than the requirements of reversing 
mill work might call for. Owing, however, to the adapta- 
bility of electrical control, this sluggishness is very easily 


чы. Н 


dealt with, and the acceleration increased to апу desired 
degree, even up to such a rate as would make it impossible 
to handle the material. This is effected by impressing, 
through an electrically-limited interval of time, a voltage 
much higher than normal on the generator fields. It will 
be observed that F F в, the field-forcing device utilised for 
this purpose, is controlled by the rise in voltage in the main 
circuit between generator and mill motor, the exciter field 
resistance being inserted when a predetermined voltage in 
the main circuit is reached. It ane uld be noted that the 
speed of the mill motor corresponds precisely to the changes 
in voltage. The effect of forcing the generator field in 
this manner is shown in fig. 7, together with a comparison 
with a normal field voltage applied to the same field. The 
curve is, perhaps, remarkable for showing the effect of self- 
induction on rather a large scale. 

The following particulars relate to the equipment 
described in this article:—Mill motor = 2,500 H. P., 
RM. S. rating; 8,500 H.P. peak; 0/40 R. P. M. with Ward- 
Leonard control; 40/7 5 R. F. A. with rheostatic control; forced 
ventilation with filtered air. Generators = two, 1,000 Kw., 
600 R. P. u. Induction motor = 1,350 B. H. P., three-phase, 
40-period, 5,750 volts, 600 R. P. u. synchronous. Supply = 
three-phase, 40 perioda, 5 5,500 volts. Fly-wheel = 35 tons ; 
peripheral speed about 22,500 ft. per minute. 

In designing the fly-wheel, of which full details are 
shown in fig. 8, the object aimed at has been to secure the 
greatest possible store of energy іп a given weight of wheel 


Fia. 7.—FORCED FIELD VOLTAGE AND 
NORMAL VOLTAGE CORVES 
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without excessive stresses, The wheel is solid throughout. 

A complete duplicate system of centrifugal fans, with 
filters for the forced ventilation of the motor, also duplicate 
sets of oil pumps with tanks for the forced lubrication of 
the bearings of the fly-wheel motor-generator set, are pro- 
vided. With regard to the latter, it may be remarked 
as a test, the set has been run for a long period under 
observation, without using the forced lubrication. Throughout 
the test there was no undue rise in the temperature of the 
bearings, and, indeed, forced lubrication is instelled more 
as a reserve in case of an emergency than as a necessity. 
One pump is. however, kept running constantly. 

A second motor-generator fly-wheel set is at present 
being erected, together with a similar motor to that 
here described, dexgned to drive a reversing finishing 
mill adjacent to the present cogging mill. The. new 
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Еа, 8.— DETAILS OF FLY-WHERL, 


motor-generator set will be coupled to the existing 
set, although it can, if necessary, run as а 
separate unit. Later, an additional pair of generators 


. will also be conpled up, and will operate a third mill motor. 


Fig. 9 shows, in outline, the whole composite fly-wheel set 
as it will be when completed. The total overall length 
will then be about 85 ft., and the set will comprise two 
induction motors and six generators with: two fly-wheels, 
the whole " for driving three reversing mill motors. 


— 


Его. .- ARRANGEMENT OF Mini. EQUIPMENT. 
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In conclusion, our thanks are due to Messrs. Palmers, 
and the various firms mentioned which have supplied 
plant, for permitting the publication of the above details 
and illustrations. 


Tt A New Heat-meter.—Difficulty having been experienced 
in computing the amount chargeable to individual occupiers 
of houses or flats when these are supplied with heat from a 
central installation, a new heat-meter has been introduced by 
Mr. Hans Henrichsen, of Hellerup, Denmark. It consists of 
three thermo-electric couples in boxes, two of which are at- 
‘tached to the radiator and the third fixed on the wall of the 
room. The temperature ditference between the radiator and 
the wall produces a feeble electric current which is recorded 
by integrating mechanism, the radiators from each consumer 
being connected in series to the integrating meter. Careful 
trials at the Copenhagen Public Testing Station have shown 
that the current produced is very nearly proportionate to the 
amount: of heat radiated. The error of the meters submitted 
amounted in a few cases to 5 per cent., but was frequently 
substantially less. The meters are carefully made, all thermo- 
elements being constructed of nickel and copper wire firmly 
attached to the conducting wires, which have the appearance 
of artnoured cables. The heat elements are enclosed in strong 
boxes having soldered joints to prevent all interference and a 
laver of non-conducting material to prevent radiation. The 
heating elements of the radiators are fixed behind by an orna- 
mental holder and are hardly noticeable. Meters of this type 
were used last winter in central heating installatione in Den- 
mark and were found eminently catisfactory.— Technical 
Review. | 
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| | ' ELECTRICITY IN MINES. 


IN our issue of January 16th, we gave some extracta from 
the general report of H.M. Chief Inspector of Mines, regard- 
ing the growth of the use of electrical plant in and about 
mines, and also referred to the fatal accidente, which, 
unfortunately, increased from two in 1917, to six in 1918, 
below ground. There was also one fatal accident on the 
surface, making seven deaths in all from this cause. 

It is, however, satisfactory to learn that, in spite of all 
the difficulties created by the war, the use of electricity 
did increase by 5:66 per cent., and we have reason to believe 
that were the coal mines once handed back to the coal 
owners, very great and costly developments would be put.in 
hand at once, many of which would be in relation to elec- 
trical plant. The North of England collieries, especially— 
where a bulk supply of electricity is available—appear to 
be gradually, but surely, replacing their old plant with new 
machinery driven by electricity. At present, however, the 
- eoa] trade is being strangled with the uncertainty as to 
what is going to happen ; and vast development work, and 
schemes of reconstruction which would greatly facilitate the 
better production of coal, are being held up. The great 
importance of this is recognised by the chief inspector when 
he says :—‘‘ In order to increase output, more machinery of 
the latest type, especially in connection with mechanical 
auxiliary haulage, should be introduced to replace the more 
costly systems by horse and by hand. 

* Electrical apparatus and machinery, either not pro- 
ceeded with at all, or long delayed through the prior claims 
of the war, should now be readily procured. In this respect 
it is well worth consideration whether the coal industry 
should not be given precedence over other industries in 
order to increase the output of coal.” Everyone will, 
without doubt, cordially agree with these remarks of the 
chief inspector, especially when one realises that :— 

. * Development such as boring, sinking, and the driving 
of tunnels and cross-measure drifts to open out new seams 

actically ceased during the war, and in consequence, many 
of the pits will be seriously affected for some considerable 
time to come. The present state of the mines is 
necessitating, and will continue to require, а large amount 
of unproductive labour for a considerable time before the 
mines are upon a satisfactory peace footing.” With regard 
to baulage machinery, it is important to notice that 62,775 
horses and ponies were employed underground during the 

ear, most of which could probably be replaced by electrical 

aulage machines, with very much greater efficiency, to say 
nothing of releasing these animals from what must always 
be a more or less dangerous employment. From this point 
of view, it may be interesting to note that during the year, 
2.812 died either from injury or disease; 2,537 had to be 
destroyed for the same reasons; 7,992 suffered from injury, 
and there were 231 reported cases of ill-treatment. 

While the use of coal-cutting machines slightly extended, 
there being, in 1918, 695 collieries where coal-cutting 
machinery was employed, against 678 in 1917, it is in- 
leresting to note that the output of mineral obained by these 
machines was reduced by no less than 322,840 tons; the output 
in 1917, from 3,799 machines, being 28,196,486 tons, and 
in 1918, from 4,041 machines, only 27,873,646 tons. Of 
these machines, 1,797 were driven by electricity, and 2,244 
dy compressed air, but of the latter 1,370, or more than 
half, were “ percussive " type machines, which are mainly 
used in heading work. Of the “longwall” machines, 
by far the most popular appears to be the “disk” type, 
there being a total of 1,259 machines of this kind, against 
59 bar type. and 791 “chain” type. Further, of the 
* disk" machine, 859 were driven by electricity, as were 
also 468 “ bar," and 460 ** chain " type machines. Scotland 
still holds the blue ribbon for coal-cutting machinery, 
having a total of 1,0581 machines, 946 of which are elec- 
trically driven. The Yorks and North Midland Division 
follows with 8*2 machines, 424 of which are electric ; the 
Northern Division, 560 machines, only 151.of which are 
electrically driven, but of the remainder 619 are 
« percussive” compressed-air driven machines: Lancashire 
and North Wales Division, 691, of which 399 are 


* percussive," and only 53 electrically driven; South 
Wales 156, with 58 electrically driven, 9X compressed air, 
of which 31 are “ percussive ” : and Midland and Southern 
371, which includes 160 electrically driven, and 211 com- 
pressed-air machines, of which 117 are of the * percussive” 
type. The following table, however, well illustrates the 
superiority of the electrically-driven machines, and shows 
the output obtained by the machines in the various inspec- 
tion divisions. 

OUTPUT OF MINERAL OBTAINED BY THE USE OF Coar-CurTING 


MACHINES, 

Total | Worked by Mineral 

Division. number of Elec- ' Compressed obtained. 

machines. | tricity. | air. | Tous. 
Scotland 1.081 946 135 10.202.131 
Northern а 860 1581 709 4,139,197 
York and N. Midland 882 423 453 7,451,218 

Lancashire, N. Wales | 

and Ireland sae 691 53 638  , 2,682,003 
South Wales кек 156 58 98 823.804 
Midland & Southern 371 160 > 211 2,5 15 233 
Total in 1918 ... 4,041 1 797 2,244 27.873,64. 
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Total in 1917... 3,799 | 1,739 | 2.060  , 28,196,456 


It will be noticed that over one-third of the total output 
was obtained from the Scotch coal mines, which have only 
185 machines driven by compressed air, and of these 33 
are of the “percussive” type. Also, with regard to the total 
output, we must notice that the reduction is not due to less 
„coal being cut by electrically-driven machines, as this really 
increased from 16,081,034 tons in 1917 to 16,204,633 
in 1918; but from compressed-air machines the output was 
only 11,118,327 tons in 1918, against 11,545,264 in 1917. 

We also note with regard to electric safety lamps. that 
these increased іп the year 1918 by 9,870, making a total 
of 156,521, of which 142,969 are magnetically locked; 
and it is also interesting to note that 10, 730 fewer oil 


. Safety lamps were in use in 1918 than in the preceding 


year, the total numbers being (in 1918) 590,185; 
24,761,030 shots were also fired by electricity. 

With regard to output, the Chief Inspector says: The 
output of coal was reduced from a total of 287,411,689 tons 


in 1918 to 227,714,579 tons in 1918; the latter is the lowest 


output since the year 1902. In 1902, 824,791 persons 
produced 227,084,781 tons." The total number of persons 
employed at coal mines in 1918 was 994,817, of whom 
210,771 were females employed above ground; 199.551 
were males employed above ground; and 783,546 were 
males employed below ground, 57,688 of whom were boys 
under 16 years of age. | 

Prosecutions.—There were two prosecutions under the 
General Regulations relating to electricity; one in which 
the manager and electrician of a Nottingham colliery were 
prosecuted for (1) Under 123 (5) —the use of inflammable 
material in the construction of a motor house; (2) under 
124 (a)—cable-joint boxes not so installed as to prevent 
danger, so far as was reasonably practicable; (3) under 
120 (/ () cable in main switch-house at shaft bottom not 
mechanically protected; (4) under 129 (/) (ii) —insulating 
material at cable ends in motor house not efficiently sealed: 
and (5) under 134 () adequate precautions not taken to 
prevent signal and telephone wires at shaft bottoms from 
touching power cables. The result of the trials was that 
the manager was fined on (1), (3), and (4), and charges (2) 
and (5) were dismissed. i 

With regard to charge No. 2, the fact was that high- 
pressure joint boxes were slung from the roof by com- 
paratively thin rope. This is an insecure method of 
firing a cable-joint box, for if a box falls there is a risk of 
a broken joint and a heavy flash, and serious accident to 
the persons employed. More than 90 per cent. of the joint 
boxes in the pit were so slung ; but the manager, after the 
hearing of the case, iundertook to have all high-pressure 
joint boxes securely supported from below. 


Tit 


J 


Y 5 a 


] 


Уу 


Z 


VoM. No. 2,201, Jaxvany 30,190] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 185 


The manager of a Yorkshire colliery was prosecuted for 
contraventions of General Regulations 128 (c) and 123 (b), 
in that (1) efficient means to prevent danger were not pro- 
vided for cutting off all the pressure automatically from the 
part of an electrical system in the event of a fault, and (2) 
inflammable material was used in the construction of a 
haulage motor room containing electrical apparatus. It is 
quite clear that every sub-circuit should have its own 
separate protection, and in neglecting to provide fuses or 
cut-outs in the circuit, an underground fire occurred which 
might have had serious resulte, A conviction was obtained 
on the the first charge, and the second was withdrawn on 
payment of the costa. The fine and costs amounted in all 
to £19 28. | | | 

surely it is time the responsibility for electrical apparatus 
in and about mines was taken off the shoulders of the 
colliery manager, and given to properly qualified and 
certificated engineers. | 


THE TORQUE OF TOOTHED ARMATURES. 
By LAURENCE H. A. CARR, M.Sc. (TECH.) 


Wrru a toothed, or slotted armature, most of the flux passes 
through the teeth, and the flux density in the slot itself is 
low. | 

This has led to the theory that the torque on the con- 
ductors is proportionately lower than would be the case with 
а smooth-cored armature carrying the same flux, since the 
product of current and flux density across the conductor is 
much smaller. 

The balance of the torque on the armature is said by the 
exponente of this theory to be due to the magnetic pull 
between the teeth and the pole-face, the flux arranging 
itself with the correct tangential component, due to 
distortion, to give the observed result. p 

On the other hand, since there is no transformer action 
between the field windings and the armature windings, all 
the power input to the armature conductors (in the case of 
a dynamo) is mechanical, and this must, by the law of con- 
gervation of energy, be equal to the electrical power output 
(plus losses, if any). 

In other words, the full torque of the machine must come 
on the armature conductors, this torque being that corres- 
ponding, not to the flux density at the bottom of the slots, 

ut to the average air-gap flux density. In order to be con- 
vincing, however, the apparent paradox must be explained ; 
in other words, the fallacy of the ** reduced torque” theory 
must ое fully exposed. 

As in all such cases reference must be made to first 
principles, and here is the crux of the whole question. 

There is no fundamental force of attraction between a 
given current, and a field strength of given flux density 
which can be defined as a first principle. 

Maxwell“ states that: Any displacement of the electric 
surface (equivalent to a magnetic shell which has previously 
been considered) will be aided or resisted accordingly as it 
increases or diminishes the number of lines of induction 
Which pass through the surface in a positive direction.“ 

In other words, the magnetic pull is determined by the 
rate of change of flux, with reference to change of position, 
and electromagnetic pull is, and can be only, defined in 
this manner. 

The usual formula for the pull of a conductor carrying 
current is based on the above definition, and in its simplest 
form may be written :— 

‚ F = IL B, where F is the force in dynes ; 1 is the current 
in absolute unita; / is the length of conductor in centi- 
metres ; B is the density of the magnetic field. 

From the previous argument it follows that this is only 
troe of a uniform field, since в in the above equation really 
representa dq ſdr, the rate of change of flux (Ф), with regard 
to the change of position of the conductor (т). If this 
equation be now applied to the toothed armature, it will at 
once be seen that it is wrong to take the flux density at the 
Se ere a ee uL 
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A Treatise on Electricity and Magnetism,” Vol. II, p. 137. 


bottom of the slot, since the value of в there is no longer 


equal to dq ix. 


. Herein lies the fallacy in the “ reduced torque theory. 
As long as the armature and conductor move together, 
d ‘dz has the same value as it would have in the case of a 


smooth-cored armature, since the conductor cuts the same 


total flux in any given time. - | 

If, however, a slotted armature be set stationary in an 
excited field, and a loose conductor be placed in the centre 
of &.slot, the conductor will not show the fall normal 
torque, for as long as it moves along the bottom of the slot, 
without moving the armature, the value of d qr only 
corresponds to the actual flux density at the bottom of the 
slot. Similarly, the E. M. F. generated will only be low, corres- 
sponding to the low flux density. 

As soon as the conductor moves, or is moved, into such 
а position that further movement turns the armature core, 


‚Ше torque and k. M. r. immediately rise to their full value, 


due to the apparent movement of the flux across the slot, 


which commences as soon as the armature begins to move. 


~ CORRESPONDENCE. . 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
— the following week. spondents 


should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, Mo letter can be published 
unless 106 have the writer's name and address іп our vosseetion, 


Electric Welding. 


Can any reader give information with regard to the pro- 
tection of operators eyes by using goggles instead of screens 
with electric. welding apparatus? | 

The screens appear to be very clumsy, as they prevent 


‘the operator using both hands; also it is impossible to see 
the job through the screen until the arc is struck. 


Are there no goggles on the market similar to those used 
with acetylene welding plant, through which one can see 
the job before striking the flame? 

R. A. Jones. 


Shoreham-by-Sea. 
January 19th, 1920. 

[Not only the еуез, but also the face, neck, hands, and arma 
must be protected from the rays of the arc. Inquiries of this 
kind are usually answered by post; we insert this because it is 
typical of many such queries relating to matters which have 
been fully dealt with in our pages. This subject, for example, 
was discussed in the following issues of the ELECTRICAL 
Review: November let, 1918, p. 414; December 90th, 1918, 
p. 612.—Ерѕ. Etec. Rev.) I m x DE 


| “А Red Rag to John ВШ.” = - -- 

You do me the honour to refer to & letter of mine to The 
Times in which I identify world enlightenment with world 
peace, and express the view that without the one the other is 
impossible. You kindly exonerate me from responsibility for 
certain utterances by two American commercial men—Mon- 
tague and Steenbohm by name calculated to cause bitterness 
between British and American wanufacturers апа traders. 
You suggest the use of my newspaper influence against 
'" indiscretions ° inimical to what you generously term my 
noble sentiments.” 

Of course, outbreaks such as those of Montague and Steen- 
bohm—I assume they are correctly quoted—are not prevent- 
able. But editors either can refrain from publishing their 
remarks ог can accord them the derision they deserve. If I 
had any newspaper influence, or influence of any other sort, 
I should use it to dissuade editors and all other persons with 
access to the public mind from plaving the game of mischief- 
makers, and catering to the vanity of fools, by giving the 
wrong kind of advertisement to what they say. i 

Montague is reported as foreshadowing the obliteration by 
Americans of foreign opposition in foreign markets. Who 
does not recognise on the instant that this is merely ignorant 
and arrogant bombast? And Steenbohm’s idea (note the 
name) of bleeding the foreigner. Could economic idiocy go 
further? These gentlemen, unless victims of misrepresenta- 
tion, appear to have a type of intellect not to be found this 
side of the Stone Age. England is our best customer, as 
we are hers. Fine business it would be—would it not—for 
us to impoverish her, or her us? 5 

I gather from your article. A Red Rag to John Bull." 
that certain New Zealanders do not like the Act of the 
American Congress permitting American trade coinbinations 
for purposes of foreign commerce. Such combinations are 
necessary for such purposes. Britain has many of them. the 
most experienced and powerful in the world. France hag 
them. All countries who deal Jargely abroad must have them 
As a matter of fact, America is far behind the international 
procession,in this respect. i 

Do we squeal? 


—— a 
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We do not. We do not begrudge the British peoples a 
single honest penny they can make. We want to see them 
prosperous, we want to see France prosperous, we want to 
see every nation prosperous. And why? Well, for this 
reason, if for no higher: only in а prosperous world can we 
be prosperous. Those who think we care for nothing but 
dollars, if they can believe we are intelligent, will realise at 
once why, far from wishing to cripple other nations economi- 
cally, we wish them to be abundantly prosperous. Just a 
free field, and no favour; no jockeying; no arbitrary, forcible, 
explosion-maturing methods—these are what, and all, Ameri. 


cans want. 
Edward Price Bell. 
Chicago Daily News, 
London Bureau, January 37а, 1990. 


Electricity Supply. 


I have carefully read your editorial comment with reference 
to the above, and it appears to me that you are rather hard on 
the contributor to The Times Trade Supplement. 

Whilst the portion of the .Electricity (Supply) Bill referred 
to as the second part does not of necessity do away with the 
autonomy of the companies, it certainly seems to me that it 
would provide all the power necessary to do eo, and, therefore, 
justifies the contribution which you censure. 

Quite apart from the question whether the policy of 
the original Bill would or would not be in the real national 
interest, there can be no question but that the District Board 


proposition is, from the company point of view, quite different . 


from that of the Joint Electricity Authority; in the one case 
the Board is independent of the companies and set over them, 
whilst under the present Act the latter become, voluntarily, 
part and parcel of the J.E.A., and have an autonomy denied 
in the event of a District Board being imposed upon them. 

It seems to me that this is the reading accepted by the Asso- 
clation's representative of the industry. The fight on the Bill, 
as I understand it, was on this very point, namely, that Dis- 
trict Boards did away with the autonomy of the companies 
(and municipal undertakings also). 

'As to Joint Electricity Authorities being first allowed, we 
have to remember that even if they were formed it was pos- 
sible under the old Bill to substitute District Boards at the 
will of the Electricity Commissioners. 


"n. J. Herbert Edwards, 
Managing Director, Stroud, and other Electric 
Supply Companies. 


Stroud, Gloucester, January 90th, 1920. 


[We refer to this matter in our leading columns.—Ebs. 
Erre. REv.] 


The “ Lesco " Lampholder. 


In reply to Mr. Hope's letter, may I make it clear that the 
criticism of the Lesco holder, in my first letter, is that 
the small indentations on the top part of the holder appear 
to me to be insufficient to carry the weight safely. I :n- 
tended to say that the top part of the holder should be cast, 
and I did not refer to the bottom part, which I agree is made 
on normal lines. 

Mr. Hope states that the top part of the Jamp is made from 
a tube, and not from a stamping or spinning. Personally I 
do not think this makes much difference. If the metal of 
which the top part is made is too thin, then it does not seem 
to matter whether it is a stamping, spinning, or a tube. To 
save possible misunderstanding, I suggest that Mr. Hope 
gives the thickness of the metal of which the top part of the 
holder is made—I mean the metal having the sinall indenta- 
tions. If Mr. Hope will give this in thousandths of an inch, 
I will be glad to carry the discussion further. 

My own impression is that, if the method of carrving the 
holder is improved, the lampholder will be made into quite a 
good one, and my object in starting this correspondence was 
to bring about this Improvement. 

I may add that 1 wrote the manufacturers of the “ Tesco 
stating that I proposed to initiate a correspondence on the 
holder in the REVIEW. I have sent a copy of this letter to 
Mr. Hope. so that I trust that his answer relating to the 
thickness of the metal will appear in next week's REVIEW. 

C. Turnbull. 

Electricity. Works, 

North Shields. January Xand, 1020, 


Mr. Turnbull having sent me a сору of his letter to vou. 
desires that I should reply to the same in the same issue of 
your paper. He narrows his criticism down to the strength 
of the small indentations in the top part of the holder, which 
he savs appear to him insufficient to carrv the weight safely, 
and he asks me to state the thickness of the metal used in 
this holder. 

The thickness of the metal used is .032 in., and I am now 
able to give the strength of the indentations in question. 
The test consisted in adding weights to the bottom portion 
of the holder to find out at what weight the indentations 


would give way. The breaking point was arrived at when 
the holder was carrying 258 lb.; witn this weight the projec- 
tions were sheared off. 

I do not think any further comment on my part is neces- 
sary, and I think that this test is sufficient to show that Mr. 
Turnbull's fears are quite groundless. 

Vernon Hope. 

Manchester. 

January 93rd, 1990. 


Civil Engineers’ Registration. 


I am instructed to inform you that an executive committee 
of the Society of Engineers, appointed to deal with the above 
matter, passed the following resolution on the 19th inst.:— | 

That this Society cordially approves the principle of the 
registration of engineers, but joins with other objectors 'n 
opposing the Bill promoted by the Institution of Civil En- 
gineers on the following grounds : — 

l. Though in the broad sense in which the Institution of 
Civil Engineers interprets its charter, professional engineers 
in all branches would be included in the term “civil en- 
gineer, it is nevertheless a fact that the term "civil engineer 
18 employed in a restricted sense, and is so used and under- 
stood by the public, by the universities, by technical schools, 
and by the engineering world in general. As the usage is at 
present, the title amounts to a misdescription. 

2. This Society objects to the Institution of Civil Engineers 
being the sole body to determine who are to be placed on the 
register. The Institution of Civil Engineers, though a com- 
petent authority as regards its own members, has no man- 
date from the engineering profession as & whole to act on its 
behalf, and the determining body should be representative. 
Such a body should consist of members elected by the leading 
engineering institutions and societies, and of certain members 
nominated by His Majesty, much on the Same lines as the 
General Council is appointed to regulate the qualifications of 
practitioners in medicine and surgery under the Medical Acts. 


| Alfred S. E. Ackermann. 
Westminster. 
January 90th, 1990. 


Awards Delayed. 


I was very interested in C. R.'s” letter regarding the 
L.C.C. tramways and recent awards, but would like to inform 
him and vour readers generally, that nothing else can be 
expected if the Government itself does not recognise its own 
awards. The War Office has not yet applied the E.P.E.A. 
award of last March to members of its power station staffs. 
neither has it applied the 5s. advance of Jast November either 
to members of the A.S.E. or otherwise. Does the War Office 
think that the cost of living has only gone up to others than 
its own civilian staffs? It is now 18 months since we received 
a paltry advance in salary, and all our applications for ad- 
vances or awards are either consigned to the waste-paper 
basket or put in pigeon-holes bound up with great quantities 
of red tape. Т maintain that the War Otice as part of the 
Government should be the first to put all awards into execu- 
tion at once, if only to set an example to other emplovers. 


| W.O. Electrical Staff. 
January 2th, 1930, 


Electric Cast-steel Chain Cables.—With the greatly 
increased output of ships in America, the shortage of chain 
cables and wrought iron suitable for their manufacture wae 
necessarily much accentuated. In March, 1918, Lloyd's sur- 
veyors at New York reported that an American company had 
developed the manufacture of electric cast-steel cables, and 
had submitted samples of four different sizes to very severe 
tensile and shock tests, the results showing the tensile strength 
to be from 73 to 93 per cent. over that required by the etatu- 
tory tests for iron cables, and the resistance to shock being 
etil greater than these proportions. The results being 60 
satisfactory, the surveyors recommended that sanction should 
he given for the use of such cables, which recommendation 
was subsequently approved, as a tentative arrangement, with 
a schedule of tests to be used in the case of cast steel cables 
of considerably greater severity than those applicahle to iron 
cables, and such cables so tested have since been accepted for 
use in vessels classed by this society. All cables for British 
vessels are tested in accordance with the provisions of the 
Anchors and Chain Cables Act. The Act provides that any 
test approved by the Board of Trade as a test equal or superior 
to either the breaking or the tensile test specified in the sche- 
dule may be substituted for that test by order of the Board. 
and the committee has now received an intimation from the 
Board that the testing procedure above referred to will be 
sanctioned for application in this country, if the occasion 
ehould arise in the near future. An experimental stud-link 
cast steel chain cable made in Sweden has recently been for- 
warded to this country for the purpose of being crucially 


tested at one of the public proving houses under the society's 


control. 
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THE PHYSICAL SOCIETY’S EXHIBITION. 


(Continued from page 122.) 


TRE FOSTER INSTRUMENT Co. showed an improved type of 
fixed-focus radiation pyrometer, with an arrangement for 
ventilating and cooling the front portion of the receiving tube 
(ig. 11). It is also fitted with a sighting mirror, enabling the 
pointing of the receiving tube to be verified, where the work- 
ing distance is long or the hot body is small. The mirror 
which receives and focuses the radiant heat is mounted in 
a special cell which can be removed from the tube. A fixed 
housing is also provided for use when the pyrometer is to be 


Fic. 11.—Foster PORTABLE PYROMETER. 


continuously attached to the furnace wall (fig. 12), the stan- 
dard tube being interchangeable with the housings, so that 
several of the latter can be provided in different positions. A 
closed-end refractory tube can be fixed to project into the fur- 
nace. Various thermo-couples (of the Hoskins allov) and pyro- 
meters were shown, as well as impact testing machines. 


Tas DuBILIER CONDENSER CO., Lrp., had on view a selection 
of high- and low-tension condensers suitable for use in wire- 
less tramsmitting and receiving. These condensers were 
simuar to those shown at the British Scientific Products Ex- 
hibition. i i | 

Tus Оохсовріл ELECTRIC WIRE Co., Lro., had a show саве 
of bare and covered instrument wires, including copper and 
resistance s covered with various materials for use in 
electric magnets and other similar devices. 

THe IGranic ELECTRIC. Co., Lrp.—This exhibit comprised 
the '" Leesona electric coil-winding machine, together with 
sample coils as shown at recent engineering exhibitions, and 
also sam of a lockout switch or panel, counter E. u. p. 
starter, tric vacuum flask, &c. 

Mr. F. Harrison GLEW exhibited radio-active substances 
and apparatus for detection and measurement. Demonstra- 
tions of the properties and uses of radium were given at 
intervals, and radium luminous compound, the many applica- 
tons of which need not be gone into, as well as luminous 
gun sights and other instruments were on view. 


Messrs. А. GALLENKAMP: & Co., Lrp., exhibited scientific 
apparatus for the heat treatment of metals, including new 
apparatus designed by Mr. C. R. Darling. The furnaces 
which were wn in operation, being. electrically heated, 
were similar to those seen at the recent engineering exhibi- 
tions, amd were described in our pages at the time. 


TRE CAMBRIDGE & PAUL INSTRUMENT Co., Ltp.—This exhibit 
consisted of a selection of finely made and finished scientific 
instruments. The new electrical CO, recorder enables the 
percentage of CO, in flue gases to be determined by an elec- 
trical method, which does not involve the use of any chemical 
absorbent; . moreover, while the portion of the instru- 
ment through which the gases actually pass can be placed 
in close proximity to the flue, the recorder may be some 
considerable distance away. The method employed for 
measuring the percentage of CO, is one devised by Dr. G. A. 
Shakespear,. of the University of Birmingham, for testing the 
purity of gases. The composition of the flue gas is compared 
with that of air by means of a katharometer consisting of 
two identical spirals of platinum wire contained' in, two cells 
drilled in a copper block, each of the spirals being connected 
to form one arm of a Wheatstone bridge circuit. If a fairly 
large current is allowed to flow in this circuit the two spirals 
become heated and lose heat to the walls of the cells. The 
rate of cooling depends.on the thermal conductivities of the 
pues in the cells, so that if the two cells contain gases of 

ifferent conductivities the two spirals will cool at different 
rates. The difference in temperature of the two wires will 
cause a deflection of the galvanometer, the extent of the 
deflection depending on the difference in conductivity of the 
two gases. If, therefore, one cell of the katharometer con- 


tains a pure gas and the other the same gas mixed with some 
other constituent, the extent of the deflection will be an 
indication of the amount of the second gas present, and the 
galvanometer can be calibrated to show directly the percentage 
composition of the mixture. The difference in conductivity 
between air and carbon-dioxide enables the method to be 
employed to determine the percentage of CO, in flue gases. 
Fig. 13 shows the katharometer and water aspirator, which 
are enclosed in a metal case with a glass door. н is the 
katharometer screwed into the chamber к; the open cell of 
the katharometer communicates with this chamber, through 
which the flue gases are drawn by the water aspirator F. 
The other cell of the katharometér, which is filled with air, 
is connected to the tube F containing water, so that the air 
in the katharometer cell is kept saturated. The object of 
this is to prevent the water vapour in the flue gases from 
vitiating the readings, .as it would do if the flue gases were 


J 
Fic. 12.—Foster PyROMETER IN FIXED HOUSING. 


compared with dry air. When the gas in both cells is satu- 
ra with water vapour the effect of the latter is the same 
on both sides, and the readings are not influenced. Owing 
to the nearly equal conductivities of air and carbon-monoxidé 
the ce the latter gas does not affect the readings. 
To the screwed plug d is attached a filter box of glass wool 


Fic. 13.—-CAMBRIDGE ELECTRICAL CO, RECORDER. 


for cleaning the gas which passes into the katharometer; D 
is the water inlet to the aspirator, and the pipe carrying the. 
gas from the flue is connected to the tube c. A soot filter 
should be inserted between the flue and the tube c, and at 
the lowest point of the pipe a T-piece with its end dipping 
under water should be provided as a drain for condensed 
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steam. The п tube on the front of the aspirator is half filled 
with water, and when the aspirator is not working the water 
level in this tube will be quite steady, and will indicate the 
chimney draught. The water flow regulator в is designed 
to give maximum efficiency in the working of the aspirator; 


Fic. 14.—CAMBRIDGE GALVANOMETER. 


the flow is adjusted until water runs freely out of the fine 
tube at the bottom, and only trickles out of the wider over- 
flow pi The water consumption is about five gallons per 
hour. The records are obtained by means of a thread re- 
corder, which consists essentially of a suspended coil galvano- 
meter in which the pointer is depressed by means of & clock- 
work mechanism at intervals on to а thread impregnated 
with ink, which passes above the surface of & serene ош 
carrying a chart. The charts are calibrated to read directly 
the percentage of CO,. | 

The moving-coil galvanometer, shown in fig. 14, has been 
designed to provide a simple and inexpensive instrument of 
и sensitivity euitable for general laboratory work and for 
students’ use. The coil is wound with non-magnetic, silk- 
covered wire on a wood former, suspended by phosphor 
bronze-strip from a simple torsion head, and can be clamped 
by turning a handle. The small metal chamber enclosing the 
magnet poles and the moving coil is made dust-tight. ith 
the ааа phosphor-bronze suspension the complete period 
of the double swing out of the magnetic field is about 
6 seconds, and the deflection time when critically damped 
about 4 seconds. The galvanometers are supplied with the 
coils critically damped unless specially ordered for ballistic or 
other work. No external damping coil is, therefore, required. 


(To be concluded.) 
а 


American Declaration on Productive Power.— The 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers during its annual 
meeting on December 4th, adopted the following declaration of 
principles in regard to industrial conditions :— 

" Social and industrial unrest result from the fact that human 
relations have not, kept step with economic evolution. AM 

“Competent directive management of essential enterprises is the 
logicalsolution. Such management must be free from autooratic 
control, whether by capital or by labour. 

"Sharp social or industrial disputes are no longer private : 
Society is affected. therefore such cases must be subject to the 
decision of authorities based upon intrinsic, not arbitrary law. 

Industry and public utilities must serve the people. There is 
no room for special privilege of capital or of labour. Strikes, 
irregular employment. or arbitrary acts of ownership or of 
management are harmful not alone to the immediate parties, but to 
society as a whole. | 

" Productivity and public service are absolutely essential. 

“On account of the peculiarly intimate familiarity of engineers 
with industrial problems, our responsibility is great. | 

“Therefore, we, engineers and members of the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers, declare that the following essentials are 
established by facts and experience, and urge all of our members 
to uphold them and invite other engineers to co-operate with us in 
having them unanimously recognised, viz. : | 

“Every important enterprise must adopt competent productive 
management, unbiased by special privilege of capital or of labour, 
and disputes must be submitted to authorities based upon intrinsic 
t Credit capital represents the productive ability of the oom- 
munity and should be administered with the sole view to the 
economy of produotive power, that is, it should be granted only to 
those who are able to render valuable service, 


LEGAL. 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION CASES. 


JUDGE GRAHAM, K. C., gave a considered judgment in the 
Bow County Court, on January 215, in the Workmen’s Com. 
pensation Act claim in which Edward Hanxwell, an assistant 
engine driver, asked for an award of £1 a week, or £150, from 
the Charing Cross, West End and City Electricity Supply 
Co., Ltd. Mr. Barnes appeared for the applicant, and Mr. 
Elis Hill was counsel for the respondents. The man was 
cleaning the engine pit, when the ladder fell, and he fractured 
his right wrist. At the time, he alleged, he was earning 
£4 12s. a week, and was paid 258. compensation. Then he 
went back to work, but found it most difficult to turn the 
levers with his wrist so injured. Then he was dismissed, 
but the union kicked up a aap o about it, and he was taken . 
on again, but the work he then got was to help in the 

cleaning out of the street boxes, for which he was being paid 
£3 10s. a week, his loss therefore being severe. The defence 
was that the man absented himself from work for three days 
without notice, and a great electricity concern like theirs 
could not put up with men like that. He was a war-time 
hand, and they were having & number of employés home 
demobilised, so his place wae. filled. He was not discharged 
because he was incapable of doing his work, but anyway 
they had to keep their obligations to demobilised em- 
ployés, so that they did not see how he could have anything 
to complain of; they could not keep an unreliable hand ae an 
assistant engine driver. Medical evidence was called to show 
that the injury to the wrist would not affect his work at the 
engine. Judge Graham, in his considered judgment, eaid: 
“ I do not think that the defective grip, and the inability to 
revolve his hand, of which the applicant complained, pre- 
vented him from doing the work he was doing hefore the 
accident. In my opinion, he was quite capable of doing it, 
and Dr. Thompson, the medical referee, agrees with me. 
The application must therefore be dismissed with costs." 


British THoMson-Houston Co., LTD. v. Corona LAMP 
WORES. 


In the Chancery Division, on Tuesday, January 2th, Mr. 
Justice Sargant began the hearing of an action by the British 
Thomeon-Houston Co., Ltd., of 83, Cannon Street, E.C., 
against the Corona Lamp Works, of Ascham Street, Kentish 
Town, N.W., for an injunction restraining the defendants 
from infringing their letters patent No. 10,918, and asking for 
damages, or an account of profits, and delivery up of any 
infringing articles. 

Mr. Colefax, K.C., Mr. T. Hunter Gray, K.C., and Mr. 
Whitehead were for the plaintiffs, and Mr. A. T. Kerly, K.C., 
Мг. R. Frost, and Mr. J. Ewart Walker for the defendants. - 

Mr. CoLerax said the patent was concerned with improve. 
ments in incandescent electric lampe, and related to gas-filled 
lamps in contradistinction to vacuum lam It was an m- 
vention which had given rise to the half-watt lamp, and 
was made and worked out in the laboratories of the General 
Electric Co., U.S.A. It was found that by filling the 
lamp with an inert gas, and using either a thick or a spiral 
filament, a lamp could be produced of a higher efficiency 
than any previously put on the market. The defendants 
relied on various specifications of other patente which, they 
said, disclosed the invention now in question. It was also 
alleged by the defence that there was invalidity and insuffi- 
ciency, and infringement was denied. They admitted eelling 
certain lamps which, the plaintiffs said, infringed the patent, 
being gas-filled and with spiral filaments. - t 

Mr. JAMES SWINBURNE, consulting engineer. said it Was 
found tbat the tungsten lamp could not be made commercially 
under one watt per candle, and the inventor realieed that. 
if he put a suitable gas into tbe bulb it might etop the 
vaporisation of the filament, and carry away the heat. He. 
aleo found that under proper conditions with a thick filament 
the light was increased. The result of the invention was 8 
fundamental change in the process of lamp manufacture, 
which was of enormous commercial importance. 

xamined, Mr. Swinburne said he only knew of в 
very few lamps on tbe market without spiral filaments. 

Mr. Krerty: Have vou ever seen a half-watt lamp with - 
straight filament?—Oh, yes: but I don't know whether 
have eeen them commercially. . i: 

Have you ever seen any lamps with straight filamen 
made within this specification?—I don't remember having 
seen one. : 

Do the lamp-makers desire to have the filaments as thick 
ag circumstances will allow? — Les. | 

On Wednesday, January 21st, Mr. Swinburne was по 
examined further by Mr. Kerly, and agreed with counsel e 
the only way he could turn a vacuum lamp into a gae-fil 
lamp for the same candle power and fixed voltage was by ls: 
ducing tbe section and also reducing the length of the fila- 
ment. | 1 

The hearing was continued on Thursday and Friday. h 

Dr. PASSMORE, consulting chemist, giving evidence for the 
plaintiffs, said he had considered the plaintiff's specification 
and the various alleged anticipations. He saw no difficulty 
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in comprehending the invention or in putting it into practical 
use. In the plaintiffs’ specification were the words in con- 
centrated forin,” and he saw no ditlieulty in applying that 
alternative practically. Working in a gas, one knew that the 
exposure of the surface cooled the шазз considerably; one 
wanted to expose less surface, and one concentrated mass 
still retaining the filament. Contrasting the filament in a 
lamp in accordance with the invention with that of the tung- 
sten Vacuum lamp, the range of temperature was from 2,000 
den., at which the vacuum tungsten lamp ran, to 2,500 deg.- 
300 deg.. at which they could and must run in order to 
vet the increased efficiency of the gas-filled lamp. The specifi- 
cation referred to tungsten or other refractory metal. At the 
date of the patent there were other refractory metals than 
tungsten, known as tantalum, osmium, and molybdenum. 

Mr. EDWARD ALFRED GIMINGHAM, a practical electric lamp 
maker, in cross-examination, said this was an advance on 
all previous practice. In each form of incandescent electric 
lamp the difficulty had been to get a low candle-power with a 
high voltage. So far as gas-filled lamps were concerned, im- 
provement was still going on, and to-day they could obtain 
a much Jower candle-power on a voltage of 100 volts. 

Mr. J. H. Gray, K.C., for the plaintiffs, said sales of the 
patented lamps in this country could be proved to amount to 
5,800,000. Addressing the Court on the conclusion of the 
plaintiffs’ case, Mr. Gray said none of the prior documents 
relied on by the defendants showed a combination of gas and 
coled wire. The suggestion that there was a wonderful com- 
bination or ring that controlled tungsten filament lamps had 
not been proved. There was a large number of patents for 
tungsten filament lamps, but not one of them approached the 
combination now invented. | 

Мк. KERLY, opening the defendants’ case, said he attacked 
the patent on two grounds: (1) That the ambit of the mono- 
poly claimed was not indica with proper definition; and 
(2) that when it had been ascertained that the alleged inven- 
tion wae as claimed, there was, having regard to the admitted 
public knowledge and the prior specifications, no such in- 
ventiom. 

On Tuesday, when the hearing was resumed, Mr. KERLY 
raid there were two quite distinct branches of the argument 
that he desired to press on his lordship; in logical order 
they were (1) meaning of the definition and the sufficiency of 
the claim: and (2) the subject matter. He attached the 
greater importance to the subject matter, but the question 
of the definition was a serious matter for consideration. The 
question whether the definition was sufficiently precise had 
two aspects ordinarily: the more important aspect was: had 
the inventor sufficiently described for a user of the patent 
what he proposed to do? The other aspect was: had he 
eutficiently indicated the limits of his monopoly so as to 
show what ground was left open and uncovered by his mono- 
poly? His lordship would have to answer these questions: 
Was there a definite invention? If not, there was nothing to 
define. Was it clearly and definitelv stated in the claim so 
as to show what was left uncovered and free and, incident- 

ally, how to work it? Was the suggested delimitation a fair 
construction of the claim? Was there subject matter? Had 
infringement been proved? Counsel quoted Jaw on the sub- 
ject of definition, and said that for this branch of bis case he 
could assume that there was a good invention here if it had 
heen properly defined. He contended, however, that the in- 
ventor had claimed a bigger monopoly than he was entitled 
to by his supposed invention. He submitted as a general 
proposition which was sound and also was good law that no 
definition which depended upon prolonged experiments to be 
made by a person who desired to find its limits and then only 
defined the ambit for particular members of the combina- 
tion claimed could possibly be sufficient for patent purposes. 
The hearing was adjourned. 


A.S.E. v. Smita, Barker & WILSON. 


Haurrax Munitions Tribunal, on Monday, gave its decision in 
this case against a firm of machine tool makers, of Halifax, 
who were summoned for breaches of the Restoration of Pre- 
war Practices Act by continuing to employ female labour in 
turning, fitting, and slotting operations, which before the 
war were done by skilled labour or apprentices. The main 
defence, says the Daily Telegraph, was that the practice of 
employing women was not in consequence of the war, but 
owing to standardisation making the work of a repetitive 
character. The tribunal considered that the former practice 
was departed from in consequence of the war: but. helieving 


that the respondents acted in good faith, they imposed a modi-. 


бей penalty of £50. Notice of appeal was given. 


FARRANT v. County оғ LONDON ELECTRIC SUPPLY Co., Tan. 


Iv the City of London Court, on January 96th, before Aasis- 
tant Judge Jackson. this case, already reported in these 
columns, was mentioned by Mr. W. J. Lark, the appii- 
сапе solicitor. The action had been brought by Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Farrant. 84, Fame Park Road. Putney, against the re- 
sondents, Moorgate Court, Moorgate Place, E. C., to recover 
£44) as compensation for the death of her husband who was 
шей on Мау 3156 at the respondents’ high power sub-station 
at Pascals works, Streatham, when in one of the switch rooms. 


When the case was tried before the Deputy Judge, Sir John 
Paget, K.C., he found for the applicant for £300 and costs. 
Mr. Lark said that the respondents had intimated their in- 
tention of appealing, and notice of appeal had been lodged. 
But they had now decided not to appeal, and application was 
therefore now made for payment out of the £300 to the 
widow. She was the only dependent. The Assistant Judge 
granted the application. 


LINDSELL v. PAIGNTON ELECTRIC LIGHT Co. 


AN interesting question with regard to whether a company 
should charge for electricity supplied to a kinema as for power 
or for lighting purposes, came before the Divisional Court 
of King's Bench, composed of Mr. Justice Bray and Mr. Jus- 
tice Bailhache, on January 23rd, upon an appeal from the 
judgment of the County Court judge of Paignton. 

Mr. Cecil Ince appeared for the appellants, who were the 
Paignton Electric Light Co., and Mr. Jowitt was counsel for 
the respondent, who is the proprietor of a picture palace at 
Paignton. | За 

Mr. Ince said that the appeal war from а judgment in favour 
of the plaintiff in the action which was for the return of 
alleged overcharge by the electric lighting company, which 
the plaintiff said he had paid under protest as the charge had 
been made for lighting instead of for power. The figures were 
comparatively small, but the question involved was of great 
imnortance to electric companies supplying power to kinema 
halls. The rate for supplving energy for lighting was 7d. per 
unit. while that for. motive power was onlv 3d. The short 
point was whether energy supplied to a kinema hall and 
passed through a transformer which reduced the pressure. 
and which was then fed to an are lamp used to throw the 
picture on the screen was supplied for lighting or for motive 
nower. His contention. said соппке], was that it was supplied 
for lighting. and should be paid for at the higher rate. The 
contract was in the application bv the respondent for the 
supplv of electricity bv the companv. If he used it for 
lichting purposes he was to pav for it at the hicher rate of 
7d. per unit. The current was led to the transformer at a 
nressure of 440 volts, and passed ont at a voltage of 60, and 
was used for an arc lamp. 

Mn. Josricg ВАТПЬНАСНЕ, eaid that if the current had been 
supplied direct to the lantern it would obviously have been 
for lighting purposes, but it was passed throuch the trans- 
former to make it more useful for the purpose for which the 
plaintiff required it. | 

Mn. Ince said that only one ampere was used for the film- 
driving machine. the remainder being used for lighting. Tt 
was one ont of 35. which was a very small proportion. The 
company charged the whole to lighting. 

Mn. Justice ВАП,НАСНЕ : Then to the extent of 1/35 pf the 
whole thev were wrong. : 


Mn. INcr, in reoly to questions bv his lordshin. said that 


the current used to licht the hall did not pass through the 
converter. and for it there was a separate meter. His sub- 
mission was that the learned judge of the County Court 
misled himself bv not looking at the. whole process. 

Mn. Jowrrt, for the respondent. raid that it wae n pure 

question of fact. as to how the electricity which lit the arc 
lamp came into existence. Tf it was the electricity sup- 
nlied. bv the company used merelv in a different shane then 
it might be said that the electricity used for lichting the 
arc lantern was supplied bv the appellants. But the dynamo 
created new electricitv altogether. Tt was mere accident 
that the dvnamo was driven hy electricity and not gas. The 
company's energy was used for motive power only. 
_ Their lordshins intimated that under all the circumstances 
it was desirable that they should. before giving judgment., 
see the report of the expert, Mr. Swinton, upon which the 
County Court jndge was said to have acted. 


The hearing was thereupon adjourned for the production 
of that report. | 


— —————— —— 


REVIEWS. 


The Coal Consumption of Power Plants. Bv R. H. Pareo 
M. Can. Soc. C. E. Assoc. M. Inst. C. E. Pp. 94 55 figs 
ао THE ErrcrRICAL REVIEw, Ltd. 1919. Price 1s. 
net. | 


The difficulty of obtaining coal at all nowadays, not to 
mention the price which has to be paid for it even when it 
IS procurable, is compelling all consumers to take far more 
interest than formerly in the efficient operation of their boiler 
plants. The present monograph appears, therefore, at a verv 
opportune time, providing as it does a really practical method 
of keeping a continuous check upon the efficiency with which 
coal is utilised for the purposes of steam raising. What the 


. author does, in the first place, is to show engineers how to 


get & definite answer, and one applicable to their own par- 
ticular plants, to the following questions, viz., how much 
coal ought to be burnt for any particular output of enerrv, 
and how much water should be evaporated bv this quantity 
of coal? Such knowledge provides criteria against which the 
actual performance on everv shift can be iudged, no matter 
what the output of the plant may be. Thus the effect of 
any change in operating conditions, whether intentional or 


x 


. — d ні 


MQ 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol86. No. 2201, Jawcany 30, 1990, 


—— ЗЛІЕЛЕННННШ 


otherwise, can be immediately detected. This in itself is 
sufficient to bring about a rapid improvement in the economy 
of most plants. | | 

„The method devised by Mr. Parsons is a graphic one, 80 
that the results appeal to the eye in a manner that mere 
figurés can bardly do. Yet the analytical study of the graphs, 
ав ‘given in. the pamphlet, throws a most interesting hght 
upon the operation of a station. It is shown that the con- 
stant losses both in the boiler room and engine room can 
readily determined, and that the exact quantity of coal re- 
quired fon my additional load that the station may be called 
upon to carry can be calculated. The merit of the method 
is that these results are obtained, not by laboriously building 
up estimates from first principles, but by deducing them 
directly from the everyday performances of the plant without 
the necessity of making any special experiments. The re- 
viewer, from his personal experience, can ive testimony as 
to. the practical advantages of the method in maintaining 
a high boiler-room and .engine-room efficiency, while the 
insight into the fundamental conditions of the plant which 
results from a study of the graphs is greater than can be 
obtained in any other way. ad" | 
The latter portion of he pamphlet contains some very 
practical remarks upon bonus schemes in general, and then 
окен to describe a system of bonus payment. to power- 
ouse employés in respect of efficiency of operation. Each 
class of workers is considered separately. and each shift also 
stands or falls on its own merits, so that the demoralising 
effect of a general bonus shared equally amongst all employés 
is avoided. The inauguration of any satisfactory bonus 
scheme on a power plant depends first of all upon the prac- 
ticability of devising some method of determining the effi- 
ciency of operation of the boiler room and engine room re- 
spectively. As the first part of the pamphlet shows how the 
efficiencies of these departments can be definitely ascertained. 
the correlation of a bonus scheme with the efficiencz obtained 
is not a difficult matter. Several schemes might be devised. 
bu$ we doubt if any could be found which would be simpler 
and more generally applicable than that advocated in the 
work. under review. Briefly, it consists of comparing the 
operating results with the standards of efficiency of the par- 
ticular plant; and. then increasing the workmen's wages by 
the eame percentage as that by which thev may have im- 
proved upon the standard. As the latter is essentially the 
average of the station: performances. there is always an even 
chance of beating it. Moreover, while the bonus is an accept- 
able amount in respect of such savings ая are normally pos. 
sible, it works out to a limit of ‘‘ double time; which any 
station manager would gladly. pay if one hundred per cent. 
of, hia fuel oould be saved! | A 

The bonus. scheme, like the method of keeping a check 
upon coal and water consumption, is applicable to industrial 
undertakings.of all kinds. and is by no means confined to 
central power stations. All engineers using coal should. 
therefore, study the pamphlet in question. for they will find 
it one of the most interesting and valuable little publications 
on power-plant economy which has vet appeared. while the 
experience and reputation of the author are sufficient pnaran- 
tee that his recommendations are both sound and practical. 
Tt deserves, and no doubt will have, a very wide circulation. 


a te, a F. D. N. 


The Thermionic Valve and its Developments in Radtolele- 

graphy and Telephony. By Prof. J. A. Fleming. M.A.. 

" D.Sc., F.R.S. London: The Wireless Press, Ltd. Pp. 
‚ xv+280. 1919. Price 15s. net. 


It is very fitting that the pioneer of the thermionic valve 
should be the first to publish in this country a comprehensive 
volume dealing with the applications of a device which, bv 
his genius, was made possible, although its practical develop- 
ment has been very largely shared by others. 21 2 

As one reads the first chapter of his book, one recognises the 
same qualities, the same lucidity. the same facility for ren- 
dering simple that which is really complex. which charac- 
terises Dr. Fleming's previous works on wireless telegraphy. 

Ita readability and the convincing style appeal first to the 
reader. He then appreciates the concentrated mass of in- 
formation supplied. + 

The objects of the book are, as Dr. Fleming admite, two- 
fold. He desires to collect and present the essential facts 
connected with the development of the thermionic vacuum 
tube. He has also found it incumbent on him to explain in 
detail the early history of the Fleming valve, on account 
of the efforts which have been made to depreciate the author's 
work." This he does in an interesting manner, which em- 
braces the discoveries which led up to the application of the 
unidirectional conductivity of a lamp containing a cold plate 
to the receiving of wireless signals. The first half of the 
present volume is devoted to this object. and an appendix :s 
&dded. containing in detail accounts of the famous American 
patent actions dealing with the Fleming valve. A portion 
of the book is thus given a rather controversial appearance. 
which, however, is readily excusable. Tt is not desired here 
to provide any excuse for & revival of a controversy which 
perhaps has heen influenced just a little by commercial con- 
siderations. The wireless community. ae & whole. are a little 
tired of the discussion and the lack of generosity and mutual 
recognition sometimes shown. | 


Chapter I is an historical introduction. The discovery and 
measurements of the electron are fully described, and also 
the early work in connection with thermionic currents. Prof. 
Richardson's work is given the prominence due to it. 

Chapter II describes the origin of the Fleming valve, its 
development and practical applications.’ The author points 
out that a common mistake is to suppose that the Fleming 
valve was designed to be operated as a soft valve containing 
ionisable gas. He remarks that he never specified the degree 
of vacuum, and quotes his article in Technics of April, 1905. 
He always attributed the action of the valve to electronic 
emission, and maintains, with considerable justification, that 
the result of improved methods of exhaustion does not con- 
stitute а new invention. While giving generous appreciation 
to the work of Langmuir, Dr. Fleming considers that the 
vacuum tubes of the '* pliotron ” class are merely more highly 
exhausted Fleming valves. The diflerence between the two 
is quantitative rather than qualitative. The last portion of 
Chapter IL contains descriptions of various vacuum pumps 
including the Geryck, Gaede, Cosmos, and Langmuir pumps. 
These few pages will be of considerable interest to the tech- 
nical reader. 

Chapter III deals with the three-electrode vacuum tube 
invented by Lee de Forest. The work of Armstrong, Lieben, 
Reisz, and others is mentioned. A method of measuring 
alopes of characteristic curves devised by E. V. Appleton 18 
described. 

Chapter IV deals with the valve as a generator of oscilla- 
tions. It is pointed out that Franklin's “reaction "' patent 
(No. 13,636/13) was applied for three months before Arm- 
strong’s regenerative patent. Various typical circuits are 
shown and also methods of using the Dynatron. | 

Chapter V describes briefly the action of the valve as & 
detector. A description is given of current limiting devices 
developed by F. P. Swann and G. M. Wright. 

Chapter VI is а very brief account of the use of the vacuum 
tube in wireless telephony. | 

Chapter VII deals with modern improvements in ther- 
mionic apparatus, and a number of amplifier circuits, con- 
tinuous wave receivers, and continuous wave transmitters are 
described. The volume closes with a few quotations from 
recent theoretical papers. 

Throughout the book the author gives innumerable refer- 
ences which are of very great use to the reader who proposea 
to go further into the subject. The fullest recognition 18 
given to the work of other investigators. | 

The first portion of the book, especially, is of the utmost 
value. and one's only regret is that the severe limitations 
imposed upon the size of the book prevented the inclusion 
of some of the latest circuits and apparatus. The volume will 
receive a well-deserved success. 

The format. printing. and paper of the hook are of high 
quality, and the publishers are to be congratulated on their 
part in the production of the volume.—JOHN Scorr-TAGGART. 


Published by Frank Foster, 


Foster's Pocket Heferznce Books. 1 
Price 2s. net each. 


College Road, Manchester. 


No. 1, Mechanical Engineering.—This little hook of ninety- 
odd pages of notes and general information on mechanical 
engineering will be found to contain a fair proportion of 
matter not given in other pocket reference books. The infor- 
mation is concise, definite, and in most cases based on up-to- 
date practice and experience. The range of subjects dealt 
with is much wider than usual in books of this character, 
and includes notes and tables on cotton mill machinery. paper 
making. brickwork, portland cement, timber, gas producers, 
and a variety of other matters of general interest to the 
mechanical engineer. | 

[t is rather hard to say to whom this little book would be 
most useful; the works manager and the consulting engineer 
will find a great deal of useful, practical, and reliable informa- 
tion. It would be an advantage if the index was enlarged for 
reference purposes. 

No. 2. Iron and Steel Work.—This book contains 110 pages 
of extremely useful information, both in form of notes and 
tables. A good deal of the matter is original, and much of 
the remainder cannot be found in other ,pocket books. It 
should be of great use to all those engaged in the iron and 
steel industry, and can be recommended. 5 

The following subjects are dealt with either in the form 
of tables or notes: Coke-oven recovery ; blast furnaces, design, 
output, and slags; blast furnace gases; electric furnaces; 
blowing engines: open hearth furnaces; acid open hearth ; 
basic open hearth; crucible steel: tool steel manufacture. 


The important subject of rolling mills is dealt with in detail. 


No. 3. Foundry, [ron and Stecl. Non-ferrous.—Again in thia 
hook we find a large amount of information not contained in 
the majority of pocket books. It deals with a subject of which 
the average moulder knows very little. The matter is con- 
densed and written in a manner any mechanic can understand. 
The subjects dealt with include every branch of iron and 
steel moulding, the most important being: Moulding sands, 
core sands, pouring sands, moulds, cast iron mixtures, 
cupola charges, suggested standards for mixtures, steel 
melting, electric steel furnaces and phosphor bronze mixing. 
This book deserves a successful sale among all those engaged 
on the practical side of foundry work. om 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Our Halt-Yearly ludex.— The Index to Vol. 85 of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, which is now ready, will be supplied only 
to those who, through the post, specially apply for it. To such 
it will be supplied for 3d., post free. Any reader or advertiser, at 
home or abroad, who requires a copy for binding, or for other 
purposes, is asked to make application therefor promptly to: The 
Publisher, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London, Е.С, 4. 


Clearing Office (Enemy Debts).—The Controller states 
that the pre-war rate of exchange on Germany referred to in the 
Treaty of Peace, at which debts or claims against German nationals 
are convertible into British currency is—Marks 20.5075 equals £1— 
and that the calculation must be made by the creditor or debtor 
before preferring his claim or tendering payment of his debt. 
Notice is also given to debtors of German nationals for sums of 
under £60, who were not required under the Proclamation to 
register their debts with the Public Trustee, that they are required 
at once to pay to the Controller at Corn wall House, Stamford 
Street, B. E. 1, the amount of such debts with interest at 5 per cent. 
per annum from August 4th, 1914, except in cases where the debtor 
is liable to pay interest at some different rate or from some other 
date. Oreditors in preferring their claims are requested to comply 
with the direotions in the margin of the form of proof and circular 
letter which was sent to them by the Controller. It is of impor- 
tance that two extra copies of the detailed particulars of the 
sccount which is endorsed on or exhibited to the proof, should be 
attached to it when lodged at the Clearing Office. Failure to 
obeerve this requirement will lead to delay in payment of the 
claim, 

Spanish Government Contracts.—A translation of a 
complete list of articles in which foreign competition will be 
admitted in connection with the Spanish Government Contracts 
during 1920 may be consulted by British firme on application to 
the Latin-American Section of the Department of Overseas Trade. 
The Board of Trade Journal states that the list is divided into 
sections, including machinery, motors, engines and apparatus in 
general ; electrical materials ; scientific material for instruction and 
research purposes ; material for building purposes, &c. ' 


Continental Trade Tours.—In order to compete with 
the permanent samples exhibitions and kindred enterprises now in 
being or process of formation on the Continent, the Department 
of Overseas Trade (Foreign Office and Board of Trade) proposes to 
organise a series of British trade tours in the important commercial 
cities of Europe. Provided a sufficient number of British manu- 
facturers are willing to participate in the scheme, its organisation 
can be put in hand immediately, as the necessary preliminaries 
have beea completed. The undertaking would be handled on the 
lines of a theatrical tour—viz. movable shows visiting permanent 
buildinga at fixed dates advertised in advance. Sites would be 
secured in the important Continental centres of industry, either by 
Consular arrangement or with the co-operation of the local 
Chambers of Commerce. The various trade fairs would then tour 
these sites, occupying roughly a month at each city, a full fort- 
night in actual exhibition, and the remainder in erecting, dis- 
mantling, packing, and transportation. This period would vary 
slightly, as shown in the following itinerary and time-table :— 


Open for Open for 
Amsterdam .. us .. 2 weeks. Barcelona de ea .. 2 weeks. 
Brussels cs is .. 2 weeks. Marseilles .. of .. 2 weeks. 
Amiens - е5 .. I week. Genoa.. E ын .. 2 weeks. 
Paris .. fe = .. 9 weeks. Naples.. - " .. 2 weeks. 
Bordeaux is a . 2 weeks. Athens.. i .. 9 weeks. 
Lisbon . 2 weeks. Constantinople s 8 weeks. 


At the outset there will be four exhibitions starting at intervals 
of four weeks. The work of advertising, publicity, and issuing 
invitations to the right class of buyers and of the public would 
be undertaken by our Trade Commissioners and Commercial Secre- 
taries Particulars of costs and regulations are not yet available, 
but will be issued shortly.— Board of Trade Journal. 


The New Italian Tariff.—The proposed new Customs 
tariff in Italy is now under the consideration of a Parliamentary 
Committee. It was prepared under the auspices of the late Govern- 
ment, and is of a highly protectionist nature, a special differentiation 
being made as between goods from late enemy countries and those 
from Allied and other nations. It cannot be foreseen what 
alterations, if any, the tariff will undergo under the new Govern- 
ment. As projected, however, the duty on steam marine engines, 
which in the old tariff amounted to 6 lire per cwt., is put at 94 lire 
per owt. in the general tariff, whereas auch engines of German or 
Austrian origin are to be subject to a rate of 56 lire per cwt. The 
same rates also apply to steam engines of all kinds. 


Ав A.E.G. Extension.— The Berlin A.E.G., whose cable 


factory adjoins the Oberschonweide engineering works: proposes to 


acquire the latter for a sum of 7,500,000 marks, The works, which 
is closely associated with the Ludwig Loewe group, was formerly 
known as the German Niles machine-tool works. 


industrial Tendencies in Germany.— Deut. Allg. Ziy. 
states (according to the Economie Reriew), that Messrs. Ludw. 
Loewe & Co., of Berlin, are increasing their capital by Mk. 5 mill., 

"in view of the increased costs of production and the decline in 
the workers’ efficiency.” 

Industrial League: Change of Otfices.— The Industrial 


League and Council has moved into larger premises at Grosvenor 
Mansions, $2, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 


Prices of German and Swiss Electrical Securities.— 
The Deut. Allg. tg. gives the following fluctuations in shatas on 
the Berlin Bourse during December :— 


Dec. Ist. Dec. ps. Dec. 19th. Deo. siat, 
Deutach - Uebers eische i 


. 812 675 560 915 
A. E. G. Vds 240 249°76 230 243 
Schuckert . bus wee 14760 141 140 151 
Siemens u. Halske * 243 255 255 271 


The following falls in Swiss shares on the Zurich Bourse during 
1919 are . by the №, Zürcher Ztg.:— 


Deo. Bist, 1918, Dec. stet, мне. 


Electrobank, Zürich es us 880 260 ; 
Aluminium Ind. Ges wee 2,790 1,790 


Brown-Boveri A. d. . .. 1,460 1.220 
oonomio Review. 


Postage on Catalogues. — We mentioned in a leaderette 
last week the folly of under-stamping foreign trade correspondence 
and catalogues... The instance there quoted ia now followed by a 
similar error in sending. catalogues to Canada. The Board of Trage 
Journal says that H.M. Trade Commissioner. at Ontario has received 
complaint from a Canadian Steel Corporation that United Kingdom 
firms continue to send them printed matter insufficiently Gennes 
The Corporation will decline to accept suah in futuro. T 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—Re Ernest Boum, electric 
lamp manufacturer, 5, Boxworth Grove, Barnsbury, N.—This 
bankrupt, who failed in July, 1907, applied at the London Bank- 
ruptcy Court on. January 22nd, for an order of discharge. Mr. 
Garton, Official Reoeiver, reported that the applicant, a German, 
came to England in 1880, with £15 or 220, and from 1883 till 
November, 1903, carried on business in London. In 1901. he 
patented a form of electric lamp, and in November, 1903; he 
agreed to assign his interest in the invention to a firm: of 
accountants, who had provided money to pay off a mortgage on 
behalf of a company which they undertook to form to aoquire the 
patents, and in which he was to have received certain shares. ' The 
bankrupt was subsequently employed in the manufacture of the 
lamp at the company’s premises till April, 1904, but was then 
dismissed, and shortly afterwards commenced proceedings for 
specific performance of the firm's agreement to form a company. 
In February, 1905, Bohm's Lens Lamp Co., Ltd., was registered by 
the firm, but the bankrupt never received any shares therein. 
During August, 1905, in anticipation of an arrangement being 
come to with the firm, the bankrupt sold his interest in the 
invention to B. N. C. Syndicate for 4683, payable as to £160 in 
cash. and the balance in shares of the syndicate, which undertook 
to form a company with a capita] of £60,000, to acquire and 
exploit the patents. On the formation of this company, he was to 
have received £850 in cash, and £17,500 in shares. In December, 
1905, Lens Lamp Co., Ltd., was registered, ‘but never went to allot- 
ment. During the following April, proceedings were commenced 
in the Chancery Division against the bankrupt and the syndicate, 
by Mr. Sheffield Neave (the petitioning creditor), who claimed to 
be absolutely entitled, in the events which had happened, to the 
said invention and patents, and as the result of those proceedings, 
judgment was given for the рен in November, 1906. During 
the previous May, the bankrupt had commenced an action in the 
King's Bench Division against the petitioning creditor and others, 
claiming damages for fraud and breach of contract, but he was 
unable to carry through that action owing to lack of funds, He 
attributed his failure to jnability to realise his interest in the 
invention, to liability for law costs, and to excess of expenditure 
over income. The offences alleged by the Official Reoeiver were: 
(1) Insufficienoy of assets to equal 108. in the E on the amount of 
the unsecured liabilities; and (2) omission to keep pro books of 
account. The bankrupt's solicitor asked for the to be 
granted subject to judgment for £15. He pointed out that it was 
a very old case, the receiving order having been made in 1907. 
The bankrupt was ап old man, and wished to be relieved of the 
stigma of bankruptoy. It was true he was a Geman M but he had 
been in this country most of his life; he had married 
wife, and his two sons had served in the Army on the English side. 
Mr. Registrar Hope granted an order as desired, remarking that 
the money must be paid into Court before the discharge would 
become effective. 


M. B. MouNTAIN (Economy ipni and Engineering Co.), 
engineer, lately at 66, Victoria Street, London, S. W. First and final 
dividend of 4s. 9d., payable by Saher & Davis, 28, Theobald's 
Road, W.C. 1. Eres cd 


The A. S. E. — The Daily Danh (Manchester) states 
that a delegate ЕТА of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers 
is being held in London to hear the report of the deputation sent 
to America to negotiate with the International Association of 
Machinists on the basis for bringing both organisations together. 
The proposals to be submitted are that the A.S.E. shall cease to 
operate as a labour organisation in the United States, and shall 


transfer into the International Association of Machinists | all - 


members enrolled in the books of the. American branches; also that 
the International Association of Machinists shall cease to operate 
in Canada for a period of 10 years, arid shall transfer in a body ita 
entire Canadian membership into the A.S.E, 
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Liquidations aud Dissolutions.—AccuMULaToRS, LTD. 
—Winding up voluntarily for the purpose of reconstruction. 
Meeting of oreditors, February 7th, at Maybwy Hill, Woking. 
New company to be formed named Acoumulators of Woking, Ltd. 
Liquidator, Mr. W. J. Matthews, t, Laurenoe Pountney Hill, EC. 

PATENT DEVELOPMENT SYNDICATE, LTD.—Meeting called for 
February 27th, at Broad Street House, E.C., to hear an account 
of the winding-up from the liquidator, Mr. T. S. Jones. 

WESTERN MAGNETO WORKS, magneto repairers, 188, Blythe 
Road, W. 14.—Mesars. А. H. Clarke, A. C. G. Newoombe, and Н. 
Hills, have dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended to by 
Mr. Newcombe, 

The Times announces that the Court has appointed MR. B. Н. 
BINDER, F.C.A., receiver and manager of the Compania de Electri- 
cidad de la Provincia de Buenos Aires. 


German Siemens Works Closed Down by Coal 
Shortage.—The Economic Review quotes from the Köln Zeitung a 
Berlin telegram of January 6th stating that, owing to coal 
shortage, the Siemenswerke and the Siemens-Schuckert A.-G. had 
stopped work until further notice. 


Rand Orders for U.S.A.—The S.A. Mining and Engin- 
eering Journal for December 20th last stated that it understood 
that the two big winders—claimed to be the biggest in the world— 
to be installed at the Randfontein Central deep level shafts were 
to be supplied by the South African General Electric Co. and made 
in the U.S.A. The mechanical portion of the work was, how- 
ever, to be placed with an English firm. Mr. Munro, the chairman 
of the J. C. I.“ said that the new winders would be capable of 
raising a net load of five tons each from a depth of 5,000 ft. at 
4,000 ft. per minute. The Crown Mines winders, which have 
hitherto held the record, can raise eight tons net some 3,500 ft. at 
the same speed, so that there is little to choose between them and 
those to be put in at Randfontein. Randfontein will also be 
installing one of the biggest pumping plants in the world 
soon, and it is understood that the Swiss firm of fulzer Broe. 
will be the suppliers. British manufacturers, apparently, are 
suffering through the attitude of British labour.“ | 


Civil Servants’ Wages.—A Circular issued by the 
Ministry of Health to local authorities states that, in accordance 
with the award dated November lith, 1919, the Treasury has 
recently authorised for permanent Civil Servants a new scale of 
temporary increase of remuneration owing to the abnormal condi- 
tions resulting from the war. As regards resident officers, it has 
been held by arbitrators that the rates of temporary increase should 
be one-half of the full scale; and emoluments of office of all kinds 
have been added to the salary received in order to determine the 
remuneration upon which the sum payable should be calculated. 
In the саве of officers whee remuneration is subject to the sanction 
of the Ministry of Health, such sanction is given during the 
currency of the award now in question, and also in the event of 
any further award being so made.— Manchester Guardian, 


Calendar, — From Messrs. THERMIT, LTD., whose 
offices are now at 155, Church Road, Battersea, S.W.11,andthe whole 
of whose shares are owned by Nobel's Explosives Co., Ltd., Glagow, 
we have received one of their pocket memoranda books, with 
calendar for 1920 and Thermit information. 


Lock-Out of Liverpool Electricians.— The lock-out of 
electricians in the Liverpool contracting industry continues, and 
the local Secretary of the National Federated Electrical Association 
has issued a statement, which makes the issues quite clear. The 
dispute originated with the consideration of a new code of working 
rules providing for a 47-hour week, 2а. per hour for a fully com- 
petent electrician, armature winder, and cable jointer, overtime at 
time-and-a-half for the first four hours on the firat five days of the 
week, &c., in all, 17 amendments to the existing rules. The men’s 
case is that the rules have been agreed with the employers locally ; 
the constitution of the National Joint Industrial Council does not 
give it authority to ratify, but the Council has the right to veto 
any particular rule. As the National Council has merely put forth 
amendments, which were rejected by the men's representatives, and 
had not vetoed the rules, the men claimed they should be in opera- 
tion, and in some shops they came out on strike. The employers, 
on the other hand, through the Federated Electrical Association, 
state that the rules were agreed with the men, and were sent as a 
recommendation to the National Joint Industrial Council for ratifi- 
cation. They were referred back to the District Joint Industrial 
Council for further consideration. Electrical Tradea Union 
members then stated that they were not prepared to accept any 
amendments, and resigned en bloc from the District Joint Industrial 
Council, and the Union demanded the adoption of the rules, failing 
which, all overtime would be stopped, and if this was not effective, 
other and more drastic measures would be taken. The District 
Council had requested that any action be deferred until after the 
meeting of the Council of the National Federated Electrical Associa- 
tion in London, on the 21st inst, but, through the E.T.U. not 
complying, the local employers in the N.F.E.A. were in the 
unenviable position of having to declare a lock-out, not only in 
support of the four firms which were being victimised, but as a 
means of hastening a decision. A deputation from Liverpool put 
the case before the N. F. E. A. in London on the 2186 inst., with the 
result that the Council decided to approach the executive of the 
Electrisal Tradea Union, asking if it were willing to submit the 
` сазе to an arbitrator appointed by the Ministry of Labour, the 
Council being of opinion that the question involves other districts, 
and is, therefore, a national question of the greatest importance to 
e- jalustry. 


Staff Dinner. —The staffs of the Bury Electricity Works 
held their annual dinner and social last week at the Royal Hotel. 
Following the dinner and entertainment, Mr. 8. J. Watson, 
borough electrical engineer, proposed the toast of the Electricity 
ee which was responded to by the chairman, Councillor 

olt. 


Applications for British Trade-marks.—Appended is a 
summary of the recent applications for British trade-marks in 
respect of goods connected with the electrical industries: 

Magicoal. No 395,318. Class 18. Electric fires. Herbert Н. 
Berry, 86, Newman Street, London, W., September 18th, 1919. 

Holdtite (lettering combined with a drawing of a vice). No. 
392,951. Class 50. Friction tape, being an electrical insulation 
material composed of fabric treated with an insulating medium. 
United States Rubber Export Co., 1790, Broadway, New York, 
July 2nd. 1919. i 

Thor. No. 394,198. Class 6. Electric dish-washing machines 
and electric vacuum cleaners. Hurley Machine Co., 2115 South 
54th Avenue, Cicero, III., U.S.A. August 12th, 1919. 

Beeco (lettering combined with design). No. 395,700. Class 13. 
Electrical appliances. Charles Stevens Colton, 61, St. James’ Street, 
London, S. W., October 2nd, 1919. 

While I live I'll crow (lettering combined with design) No. 
396,481. Class 50. Mica insulators. Attwater & Sons, Hopwood 
Street Mills, Preston, October 25th, 1919. 

Dyneto. No. 394,804. Class 6. Electric generators, dynamos 
and electric motors. Dynoeto Electric Corporation, 301, Wolf Street, 
Syracuse, New York, U.S.A., September 3rd, 1919. 

Plasphalt. No. 397,205. Class 50. Electrical insulation 
materials made of bitumen combined with other substances. 
Albert E. H. Dussek, Empress Wharf, Sherman Street, Bromley-by- 
Bow, E., November 13th, 1919. 

Design set representing streak of lightning in black circle. 
No. 397,241. Class 2. Electric batteries. Siemens Bros. & Co., 
Ltd., Palace Place Mansions, Kensington Couit, London, W., 
November 14th, 1919. 


Trade Ánnouncements.—O wing to increased business, 
the firm of Н. A. Easter has built a specially-designed factorv. 
The firm will now be known as the BRITISH ELECTRIC Co., and 
the address will be Easter Works, 27-29, Lower Road, Rotherhithe, 
S.E.16. Telephone: Hop 5749." 

Messrs. HAMILTON, FouLps & Co. have removed their head 
offices to the works at 23, Douglas Street, Glasgow. Telephone No.: 
“Central 1253." They now have representatives at Manchester, 
Sheffield, Newcastle, Liverpool, and Cardiff, from whom particulars 
of their W.H." motor starters can be obtained. 

Mr. J. Dawson. late with Charlesworth & Co., has commenced 
business as an electrical engineer at Elliott Street, Oldham. 

MEssrs. MARSHALL, Sons & Co., LTD., have removed their 
London offices to 3, London Wall Buildings, E.C. 2. 

The style of the business of Mr. P. W. H. Challenor, iron, steel, 
and hardware merchant, 18, Wallbrook, E.C., has been changed to 
Messrs. P. CHALLENOR & Co., Mr. A. A. Challenor having been 
taken into partnership. 

THE ENTERPRISE MANUFACTURING Co, LTD. have been 
appointed sole London agents for Messra, H. Clarke & Co., of 
Manchester, who are raanufacturers of all classes of insulating 
material, nuts, bolts, washers, &c., for London and South Wales 
territory. 


We are informed that, in consequence of the initiale “ЕА С." 


being already used by a business house, the accumulator charging 
panel bearing this name will in future be known as the Enco.“ 


Trade Union Membership.—The membership figures of 
trade unions for the year 1918 have been announced. At the end 
of that year the 1,220 British trade unions had a membership of 
6,624,000, as compared with 5,547,000 at the end of 1917, being an 
increase of 19 per cent. The women membership stands at, 
roughly, 1} millions.— Daily Telegraph. 


A B.T.H. Rennion.—A company of about 50 sat down to 
a reunion dinner organised by the ex-Service employés of the 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., Coventry Branch, and held at 
the Craven Arms Hotel, Coventry, on Friday last. Mr. F. Betts 
presided, and among those present were Mr. R. Dumas (works 
manager), Mr. W. G. Groocock (assistant works manager), and 
Mr. F. W. Naylor (chief of the accountants department). After 
the loyal toast, the silent toast, to " Our Glorious Dead," was 
observed, and the names of the 12 late employés (of the Coventry 
Works) who had made the supreme sacrifice were read out, following 
which the company stood in silence for one minute. The toast, 
" The Company," was proposed by Mr. O. A. Pallett, who said how 
much the ex-Service men appreciated the kindness and considera- 
tion shown by the firm, and the way in which they had reinstated 
all who had returned. Mr. R. Dumas responded. In proposing 
the health of The Visitors." Mr. T. Holder thanked the visitors 
for their presence, and the valuable work they had done at home 
during the war, especially mentioning Mr. Naylor, and thanking 
him for his zealous efforts on behalf of the soldiers, Mr. Groocock, 
in responding, expressed the hope that the function would be an 
annual occurrence. During the dinner, orchestral music waa 
rendered, under the direction of Mr. W. G. Chapman. The 
remainder of the programme was contributed by Mr. D. Taylor 
(oboe soloist), Mr. W. Goalby (violinist), and Messrs. Breeze and 
Robinson sang several popular songs. The singing of " God Save 
the King," and a vote of thanks to the chairman and Mr. E. 
Thomas (who had been responsible for the evening's entertain- 
ment), brought the evening to a close, 
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Catalogues and Lists.—Mrasrs. FULLER'S UNITRD 
ELECTRIC Works, LTD., of Chadwell Heath, E., have issued a 
Sparta battery show-sheet, which has been prepared for distri- 
bution to motor garages. Copies will be sent to any applicant. 
The sheet illustrates the Sparta batteries and tabulates particulars 
of different types for popular American cars. Prices, dimensions, 
weights, code-words, &c., are also stated. . 

Messrs. L. D. HAND & Co., 63, High Holborn, W.C. 1.—Price 
schedules of electrical accessories, conduits, cables, &c. 

WESTERN ELECTRIC Co., LTD., North Woolwich, S.E.—Pamphlet 
dealing with the Western-Eleotric ‘‘ Omniphone." 

GENERAL ELEOTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street. E.O.— 
Showoard (80 in. х 20 in.) advertising the “Osram” (G. E. C.) 
automobile-type lamps. The card illustrates в car, with full head- 
lights, in a dark country lane. At the bottom of the picture is a pocket 
designed for the reception of a very useful road-map, also supplied. 

THE Remco Carson Co, LTD, Gravesend.—lllustrated and 
priced catalogue (11 pp.) of Remco " non-metallio resistances. 

TRE MICANITB AND INSULATORS, LTD., Empire Works, Black- 
horse Lane, Walthamstow, E. 17.—1920 List of standard insu- 
lating materials (27 pp.) and book of samples. A comprehensive list 
of mica, micanite, and other insulating materials for all purposes. 
The book of samples contains 15 selected pieces of insulation, 
including moulding micanite and paper, cloth and silk preparations. 

Mrss nA. WARD & GOLDSTONE, LTD., Sampson Works, Salford, 
Manchester.—Sectional List No. M 201. A complete catalogue of 
everything electrical for motor-cars, cycles, and garages. Fully 
priced and illustrated. 

Мв, Н. О. Surmassy, 142-146, Old Street, Е.С. 1.—List No. 155, 

ing and illustrating various types of mechanical trucks and 
labour-saving devices. 

Messrs, LEsco, LTD., Lloyd's Bank Buildings, King Street, Man- 
chester.— Leaflets illustrating the Lesco lampholder and giving 
instructions for wiring. 

THE BRITISH INSULATED AND HELSBY CABLES, LTD., Prescot, 
Lenos—Pamphlet No. P.160, deaiing with a mistake proof 
switch cut-out. Priced and illustrated. 


Swedish Engineering Strike.—This strike is in full 
swing, steps intended to lead up to a settlement having proved 
unsuccessful. 


Belgian Electricity Works During the Мағ, —Зоше 
interesting references to the difficult position of Belgian electricity 
sapply undertakings during the German occupation are contained 
in the report just issued of the Société d'Electricité du Brabant, of 
Brussels. In June, 1915, the German military authorities started 
the manufacture of barbed wire in a factory they had seized at 
Ruysbroeck, for the operation of which they demanded the whole 
of the electrical output of the Brabant Co. The directors, oon- 
sidering that this was & breaoh of international agreement with 
regard to war, declined to supply, with the result that the Germans 
not only seized the station and connected the mains up to the 
factory, but also imprisoned the general manager and several 
members of the staff. The enemy remained in possession until the 
Armistice, when they departed without leaving any books, cash, 
or account of the financial operations during the occupation. 
Steps are, however, being taken to put in a formal claim to the 
German Government. At the present time the company holds the 
concessions for the supply of electrical energy to 21 small towns 
and communes. 


Auction Sales.— Messrs. P. HuppLeston & Co. will 
sell by auction at Hammersmith on February 5th a quantity of 
electrical apparatus, including motors, motor-generators, fans, 
cable and wire, &o.  MEsSSRS. HALL, PAIN & GOLDSMITH are 
instructed by the Flying Boat Co., Ltd., to sell by auction at the 
Norman Thompson Flight Aerodrome, Middleton, Bognor, the 
freehold buildings, equipment, machinery (including the electric 
lighting and heating plant) and stock, &c., of the Norman Thompson 
Flight Co., Ltd. For further particulars see our “ Advertisement 
Pages to-day. 


Patent Restoration.—An order has been made for the 
restoration of Patent No. 23,082, of 1912, for “improvements in 
electric heating and cooking apparatus, granted to R. F. Venner. 


The Protest of the Bricklayers.—Complaint was made 
at a meeting of the Oldham Electricity Committee last week in a 
letter from the secretary of the Operative Bricklayers' Society, in 
regard to & man in the department's employ, who was engaged in 
bricklaying work in connection with electric cable laying. It was 
contended that the man was nota bricklayer. Mr. Ogden, engi- 
neer, explained that the department promised to employ a brick- 
layer, and they had done so. On the day in question, however, 
they were particularly busy, and one of the men simply laid a brick 
or two. They were allowed to do that under the Whitley agree- 
ment. The Mayor thought the Bricklayers’ Society ought to be 
reasonable, They could not stop the job while they found a 
bricklayer. 


Trade with the West ludles.— The Federation of British 
Industries has accepted the invitation of important members of 
the West Indian commercial community to send a representative to 
the Special Conference of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of 
the British West Indies, to be held at Barbadoes on February 23rd. 
Mr. Moir Mackenzie, the head of the Empire Section of the Federa- 
tion, has left for the West Indies in company with Sir Edward 
Devson. At the Conference the whole trade policy and develop- 


ment of the islands will come under review, especially their 


relations to the United Kingdom, 


Book Notices.—Technologic Paper of the Bureau of 
Standards, No. 146. "Cadmium Electrode for Storage Battery 
Testing.’ By H. D. Holler and J. M. Braham. Washington : 
Bureau of Standards (free on spplication).—The results obtained 
with the cadmium electrode are often contradictory. As the result 
of a research described in this paper, it is stated that the electrode 
should be corroded several days in acid before use, and is then 
accurate to about 0°02 volt. The best results are obtained when 
the cell is discharging. The greatest error is due to polarisation, 
caused by using a voltmeter of low resistance ; if this is unavoid- 
able, the best procedure is to measure the cadmium- negative 
potential, to which the cell voltage may be added to obtain the 
cadmium-positive potential. 

" Conquest" (a magazine of modern endeavour). Vol. I. Nos. 
З and 4. London: The Wireless Press, Ltd. Price 1s. net.—The 
January and February numbers of this excellent magasine contain 
up-to-date articles dealing with scienceand invention, The January 
issue gives notes on the Einstein theory by Chas. Davidson, F.R.A.8., 
and information regarding the fixation of nitrogen by the three usual 
processes. The later number has interesting details of Germany's 
commercial airships and a few corrections of Mr. H. G. Welle’s 
scientific inaccuracies, by Mr. В. I. Pooock, F. R. 8. Conquest is 
well and profusely illustrated, and its employment of non-technical 
language will add to its popularity. 

“ Proceedings of the American Institute of: Electrical Engineers." 
Vol. XXXIX. No. 1. January, 1920. 28 pp. New York: The 
Institute.—This, the first number of & new volume, marks a 
change in format. The size of the publication is now 12 in. x 9in. ; 
it was previously 9 in. x 6 in. The inorease of size permits the 
presentation of much fuller information, and papers are given 
in crtenso, The leading papers are “The Series System of Street 
Lighting Distribution," and Multiple Systems of Street Lighting 
Distribution." 

„The English Electrio Journal.“ January, 1920. 32 pp. London: 
The English Electrio Co., Ltd. Price 18. net. This is the first number 
ofa journal which has as its objects the recording of electrical progress, 
to give an account of the company's activity, and thus keep up a 
connection between the company and those interested in electrical 
development. The chief features of the Journal's initial number 
are a description of the Coventry Ordnance Works, and a review of 
the electrification of the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway. The 


‚ publication is fully illustrated and well arranged. 


“Training for the Electrical Railway Business.” By C. B. 
Fairchild, Jun. 155 pp. Philadelphia and London: J. B. 
Lippincott Oo. Price 6s. net. The “foreword” explains the 
scope of this work, which is ‘‘to explain, non-technically, the 
business side of electric railroading, and, by defining the electric 
railway organisation and its varied functions, to give an insight 
into the requirements, the opportunities, and the training involved 
in the several departments of this exacting business.” 

“ Variation in Direction of Propagation of Long Electro-Magnetic 
Waves," Scientific Paper No. 353 of the U.S. Bureau of Standards. 
15 pp. Washington : Government Printing Office. Price 5 cents. 
A report on observations made by various trans-Atlantic wireless 
stations and methods of compensating the minimum and increasing 
the accuracy of direction-finder settings for long waves. 

“Practical Electric Welding." By H. B. Swift. Pp. 101; 
66 figs. London: E. and F. N. Spon. Price 78. 6d. net. 

" Memoirs of the College of Engineering, Kyoto Imperial Univer- 
sity." Vol. II, Хов. 1-4. Kyoto, Japan : The University. 


A French Company's Finances.—The Electrométallurgie 
du Zinc (procédés Cote et Pierron) is confessedly in a bad financial 
ition, the cause being that the patents bought from M. Cote 
ave resulted in grave deceptions.” The company has instituted 
legal proceedings against M. Cote.— L' Electricien. 


Joint Industrial Councils. — The decentralisation of the 
Whitley Scheme of Industrial Councils, as recommended in the first 
report of the Reconstruction Committee, is now making substantial 
progress. The industries in which District Councils have been 
authorised or formed and the areas constituting the various dis- 
tricts inolude the following :— 


Electrical Cable-M. Industry.—Home Counties (including Sussex and 
Hants); Northern (including Scotland). | 

Electrical Contracting.—Belfast, Bradford, Brighton, Derby, Dundee, Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow, Leicester, Manchester, Mersey District, Newcastle, Sheffield, 
South Wales. 

Eleetricity Supply.—Northumberland, Durham and Cleveland; the rest of 
Yorkshire, and parte oi Deroy, Notts and Lincs; Westmoreland, Cumberland, 
Lancashire, Cheshire and North West Derbyshire, and North Wales, South 
Wales and Monmouth; Staffs, Worcester, Warwick and Shropshire ; Hereford, 
Gloucester, Somerset, Wilts and part of North Devon; Leicester, Northants, 
Rutland and the remainder of Notts and Derbyshire; Hunts, Cambridge, 
Norfolk, Suffolk and South Lincs ; Bedford, Essex, Bucks, Berks, Oxford, 
Surrey, Kent, Herts and Middlesex (excepting parts of those counties which 
fall in the London area); the London area: Sussex and Hampshire ; Cornwall 
and part of Devon; Scotland. 

Tramways.—Scotland ; Northern: Lancashire, Cheshire and North Wales; 
Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and North Derbyshire; South Wales; Midland; 
Metropolitan; South-Western and part of South Coast Area; East, South- 
East and part of South Coast Area. Labour Gazette. 


New French Electrical Companies.—La Dauphinoise 
Electrique is a new company with a multifarious programme, 
including the making, purchase, sale, and repair, of all kinds of 
electrical material, and the installation, npkeep, and working of 
undertakings, generating, or utilising electrical energy. Its seat is 
at Grenoole, and its capital 300,000 fr. With similar objects the 
newly formed Société d'Enterprise d'Electricité (Anciens Etablisse- 
ments Champion), which is located at Paris, has a capital of 
25,000 fr. 
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Canadian Cooking Combine.— The Canadian Electrical 
Vews reports that on January Ist the manufacturing departments 
of heating devices of the Canadian General Electric Co., Ltd., the 
yanadian Hotpoint Electric Heating Co., Ltd., and the Hughes 
lectric Heating, Co., all of Toronto, were ‘consolidated to form a 
new company known as the Canadian Edison Appliance Co., Ltd. 
This new enterprise will continue to manufacture the complete 
line of heating and cooking devices that have been manufactured 
in the past by the above-named companies. 


The Ironmoulders' Strike,.— The result of the ballot 
tiken last week was as follows :—For resumption of work, 17,667 ; 
against, 11,263; majority for resumption, 6,404. The total vote 
was nearly 30,000, leaving 20,000 unrecorded votes. Men were 
teturning on Monday last in most places; at Barrow there was 
at first disinclination, for which certain new conditions were 
blamed, but this point was dealt with promptly, and the men 
have decided to resume. General resumption is stated to mean 
the return of 250,000 men to employment in other branches of 
the engineering industry. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Accringtou.— SupPY FArLURE.—Owing to a failure in 
the aupply of power on January 19th, three cotton mills had to 
suspend operations. 


Bentley (Vorks.).— PRICE or ENERGY.—The Urban 
District Council has requested the Doncaster Corporation to con- 
sider a reduction in the proposed charges for electricity, as they 
are too high. The Doncaster Corporation stipulated that Bentley 
should erect a sub-station and pay for all installation work. 
The method of payment for energy proposed was a charge of 1s. 
per week per house and 2d. per unit consumed. 


Bradford.—APPraAL To CoNsuMERSR.—The Electricity 
Department has issued a request to consumers to cut down their 
demands to & minimum, as the restarting of the engineering 
works after the moulders' strike will overload the plant con- 
siderably. А turbine undergoing repairs will be available in three 
weeks' time. 

Cannock.— MINE ELECTRIFICATION.— In response to an 
urgent request from the owners of the Mid- Canrock Collieries, the 


Walsall Corporation is extending its mains from Bloxwich to the 
workings. 


Chile.—WaTER POWER. —In & recent issue of the 
Electrical Reriew, Chicago, details are given of а new hydro- 
electric plant being built by the Braden Copper Co. The 
scheme is for the utilisation of the Rio Pangal, a tributary of the 
Rio Cachapoal. A diversion dam is being constructed 10 miles up 
the river from the works, and the water will be conducted toa 
surge tank by a combination wood-stave and rivetted steel feeder 
pipe 7 miles long. The water-wheels are of the impulse type 
direct coupled to horizontal shaft А.С. generators. The maximum 
static head at present available is 1,595 ft., and the total capacity 
of the plant will be 20,000 K. v. A. 


Continental.— Bavarra.—Work has just been begun on 
& large hydro-electric generating station to utilise the water 
power of Lake Walchen. The lake is to serve ав a regulating reser- 
voir, and will be supplied by a tunnel connecting with a branch of 
the River Isaar. The exit is to consist of a partly submerged canal 
leading to tanks from which descend six conduits, each of 1 metre 
diameter. The fall is 200 metres. Energy will be distributed at 
100,000 volts to a dozen or so main sub-stations, which will reduce 
it to 25,000 or 50,000 volts. These sub-stations will be located in 
the principal towns in the region, and the area supplied will extend 
to a distance of 280 miles from the generating station. The high- 
tension feeders are of aluminium with a cross-section of 120 sq. mm., 
and will be carried on steel poles 26 metres high above ground. 
When the work is completed it is expected that 80 per cent. of the 
total energy consumed in this region of Bavaria will be derived 
from water power. The station at Walchen is being constructed 
by the State, and the cost of distribution will be shared between 
the State, the principal towns, and industrial enterprises 
interested.— Tramway and Railway World, 

BELGIUM.—La Société de l'Electricité du Canton de Lens is the 
name of a new company which has lately been formed at Lens-sur- 
Dendre, with a capital of 1,500,000 fr. to establish a central 
generating station in the Lens industrial district for lighting and 
power purposes. 


Conway.—WATkR PoWER.— The surveyor reports that 
the power obtainable from the river is too small to be of any com- 
mercial value, and the Council is advised to obtain a supply of 
electricity trom the North Wales Power Co, 


Croydon,—Hocsr LIqUTING.— The municipal houses 
being constructed are to have electric lighting installed. 


Coventry—NEW Power SrTaT[oN.—The Electricity 
Committee has recommended the erection of a new power station 
and generatiny plant. It is said that four years will be required 
for the completion of this station, 


Dartmoor.—H vpRo-EiEcTRIC Scueme.—According to 
The Times, in deference to the opposition from the Duoby of 
Cornwall and the Devon County Council, the promoters have 
decided to drop that part of the H ydro-Eleotric Bill by wbich they 
sought to utilise Dartmoor water for generating electricity. They 
will modify the Bill to restrict their powers to erecting overhead 
mains for supplying to consumers such surplus power beyond the 
requirements of their proposed copper-refining industry in mid- 
оо which they produce from lignite beds they intend to 
evelov. 


Dlngwall.— STREET LIGRHTING.— A report is being pre- 


pared with a view to the lighting of the town by means of over- 
head lines. 


Fleetwood.—PRoPosED —EXxTENSIONS.— The electrical 
engineer having reported upon the necessity of making extensions 
to the electricity works before next winter, details of the proposals 
are to be prepared. | 


Greenock.—LoAN.—The Corporation is applying to the 
Secretary for Scotland for power to borrow £170, ve to meet the 
requirements of the electricity department. 


Hove.—MiNiwUM CuHarcr.—The "Town Council мз 


reconsidered the question of a minimum cherge of 13s. 4d. рег 
quarter, and has decided instead to calculate a charge for a half- 
year in order to include a summer and в winter quarter., 


Hull.—INApEQUATE PrLANT.—The City Council: ia 
received further demands for an inquiry and report upon the eleo- 
tricity undertaking by an independent expert. A motion to satisfy 


these demands was negatived, and instead the electrical engineer 


has been instructed to prepare а statement for the Council's con- 

sideration. All remaining restrictions will shortly be removed, 
but 500 prospective consumers cannot be supplied until the plant 
is augmented. 


Jamaica.— WATER POWER.—A scheme to utilise the 
water-power of one of the largest rivers for the generation of 
electricity, by the construction of several large reservoirs, is being 
prepared. The calculated cost is £120,000. 


Kingston-upon-Hall.— TIME ExTENSION.—The Board of 
Trade has extended for six months, until July 31st, 1920, the 
Electric Lighting (Extension) Order, 1914, for the extension of 
mains, &c. . 

Kirklutillock.— POWER SuPPLY.—The Clyde Valley Elec- 
trical Power Co. haa offered to suprly power to the manufacturers of 
Kirkintilloch on a guaranteed minimum revenue of £5,000 per 
year. 


Leeds.—PRoPosED ExTENSIONS.— In order to cope with 
increasing demands, the extension of the White Hall Road works 
i8 contemplated. 


Liverpool, —EnEcTRICITY IN Dock8.— The Mersey Docks 
and Harbour Board is introducing electrical cargo-loading 
machinery, and is substituting electric light for the present gas 
system, It is alao intended to purchase a 200-ton floating crane, 
to be driven electrically. 


London.—Hacknry.—The Electricity Committee recom- 
mends the expenditure of £145.930 upon additions and extensions. 
including £23,600 for buildings. £24,950 for plant and switchgear, 
and £91,376 for mains and distributors. 


Melrose.— PRICE INcREASE.— The Electricity Supply 
Corporation, Ltd., has increased the charge for energy for.lighting 
to 9d. per unit, as from the December meter readings. 


Mexborongh. —NEw STATION.—Àn obvious numerical 
slip occurred in the statement in our last issue that a new station 
of 10,000 kw. was to beerected. We understand that the scheme 
contemplates a station having an ultimate capacity of 90,000 to 
120,000 KW., beginning with a 10,000-Kw. set. 


Mlinrow (Lancs.)). — Bunk SuPPLy.—The District 
Council has been notified that Rochdale Corporation cannot under- 
take a bulk supply of electricity for at least 12 months. The 
Milnrow District Council is, therefore, communicating with Sir 
John Snell regarding the question. 


Monaghan, — ELECTRIC LIGHTING.—A company has 
been formed for the purpose of supplying electricity for lighting 
to the town. 


Richmond-on-Thames.—PRIOE IN CREASE.— The Electric 
Light and Power Co. has received permission to increase its charges 
to 6d. per unit for lighting, 2d. for heating, and 33d. for power. 


Rickmansworth and Chorley Wood.— TIME EXTENSION. 
—The Board of Trade has extended the Electric nee? Order, 
1914 (mains extension) until July 31st, 1920. 


Sheffield.—ExTENsIONs.— The work to be 1 out, 
or commenced, during 1920, includes the erection of an emergency 
sub-station at Blackburn Meadows and the extension of mains end 
installation of lighting for 1,500 new houses, 


South Africa. — Port ELIZABETH. — The. Nunicipal 
Council has sanctioned an increase of 25 per cent. in. light 
and power charges, > 
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. —The Borough Council is increasing 
e rates of pay of its employés in the electricity department. 
Firemen and trimmers are to receive an additional 7s. 6d. per week. 
Electricians, electrical fitters, and armature winders are to be paid 
1s. 11d. an hour, inclusive of awards and bonuses, and improvers 
1s. 9d. per hour. | ' 

The electrical engineer has been authorised to inspect the ooal - 
handling plant of other electrical undertakings, and instructed to 
make а report thereon. 


Teigamonth.—Cost or SuPPLy.—Dr. Purves, holder of 
an order for the lighting of the town, has explained that the cost 
of the neoessary plant would be enormous, and a cheap, supply, 
therefore, impossible. The only hope of low-priced electricity was 
the development of the Dartmoor scheme. | 

Tumis,—H vDRo-ELECTRIC UNDERTAKING.—A new com- 
pany has recently been formed in Paris, with a capital of 
900.000 fr., under the title of La Société Hydraulique Tunisienne, 
to establish plant to utilise water power in Tunis and North Africa 
to generate electricity. | | | | 

Worsley.—Exectric LiGHTING.—The District Council 
һм requested the Lancashire Electrical Power Co., Ltd., to tender 
for the substitution of electric lighting for the present (gas) 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Barnsley.— Inquiry.—The Light Railway Commissioners 
have held an inquiry into an application by the Dearne Light Rail- 
way Board for permission to abandon an authorised route and to 
obtain permission to construct a line previously disapproved, and 
also to increase its borrowing powers. The estimated cost of the 
proposed route is £300,000. | ; 


Bury.—BREAKDOWN.—The tramway services were sus- 
pended for four hours on January 21st, owing to a breakdown at the 
Whitehead Bridge station. A switchboard attendant and two 
employés were slightly burned. 


Continegtal,—FRANcE.—The Minister of Public Works 
announces that in future no more concessions for steam railways 
will be granted. It has been decided to grant permission for the 
construction of electric systems only. 

GERMANyY.—Both the district railways and the tramways in 
Greater Berlin have recently increased their tariffs. These 
Increases, says the Aonfektivndir (December 31st), press very hard 
upon the poorer classes, for on the district raſlway (Hochbahn) any 
person travelling for five or more stations has to pay Pf.40 third- 
class, while the shortest possible stage in a tramcar costa as much 
aaa journey of 10 km.— Economic Review. —— | 

ITALY.—The working of the Civita Vecchia-Orte railway con- 
cession is in the hands of a newly-formed company—the Società 
Ferroviaria Italia. The line has a length of 85:315 km. 

The construction of an eleetric railway is contemplated con- 
nectiug the Ancona-Foggia line with Osimo and Castelfidardo, and 
from thence to Macerata and the sea. The cost is calculated at 
6,000,000 lire. 

Coventry. — INcREASED Loan. — The Corporation has 
applied to the Ministry of Transport to increase the amount of 
the loan put forward for sanction from £93,135 to £126,081. 
Thissum is to be spent on the reconstruction of the city's tramways, 


Derbyshire, — ELEOrnIO Rarway.—A Bill has been 
deposited at the House of Commons to incorporate the Derwent 
Valley, Calver, and Bakewell Railway Co. for the purpose of con- 
structing a seven-mile electric railway from Grindleford to 
Longstone. | 

Domcaster.—YEAR's WoRkiNG.—The report on the 
working of the tramway undertaking for 1918-19, gives the year's 
revenue as £53,528, and the total expenditure as £37,566, leaving 
a gross profit of £15,962. The net profit. after payment of interest 
on loans and sinking fund charges, was £8,347. 


Gateshead. — Tramway ExtTensions.— The Town 
Council has been advised to protest against the Bill providing for 
extension of the tramways across the High Level Bridge, in the 
absence of working agreements between the Newcastle Corporation 
and the Gateshead and District Tramways Co. A local inquiry 
into the whole of the tramway company's working arrangementa, 
with a view to satisfying the requirements of the travelling public, 
is also recommended. 

Glasgow.— ANNUAL  VALUATION.— The annual assess- 
ment of value of the tramways by the Assessor of Railways and 
Canals, was £263,258, as compared with £298,166 for the previous 
year. The Council is appealing against this valuation, and also 
against the income-tax assessment amounting to £77,920. ` 

A Special Committee hag been appointed to consider the 
question of increased travelling facilities, and the collection o 
fares on the cars. 


London. ACCIDENTS.—As а result of a collision between 
а tramcar and a taxicab at the junction of Copenhagen Street and 
Caledonian Road on Friday last week, four persons were injured. 

Owing to signal failure at Sloane Square station, City-bound 
trains on the District underground railway were delayed for 15 
minutes on Thursday morning last week, 


Ireland, midland and south-west, is given. 


Newcastle,—STRIKE AVERTED.—Following upon pro- 
mises by the Lord Mayor and the er to secure payment for 
overtime worked on December 27th last, the tramway employés 
rescinded their strike resdlution: | 


Surrey.—OProsition TO Вила. Тһе County Council 
is opposing the tramway Bills being promoted by {ће L.C.C. and 
the London United Tramway Со, · 


Tasmania. — Evectric Ramway. — The Tasmanian 
Parliament has approved & survey of the route of a proposed electric 
railway. This will be the first in the island,: extending. from 
Hobart to the River Huron, and the question of electrifying all 
existing lines depends on the success of this project. . 


Taunton.—PRoPoskp Prick INcREASE.—The Tramway 
Со. declines to pay a higher price for electricity. The present rate 
is 1:44. per unit, as the minimum of 120,000 units a year at 1. 2d. 
is not taken, The matter has been referred to a special committee. 


Yorkshire. — FARE INcREASE.—The tramway com- 
panies serving the “heavy woollen " district recently applied for 
power to increase their charges of lid. a mile. As this met 
with strong protests from the local municipal authorities, the 
original proposals have been modified. Authority is to be given 
for an exra charge of 44. on all fares above lid. and upon 
workmen's tickets. | | 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 
Telegraphic Delay.—Notice of telegraphic delay to 


France.—The Under-Secretary of State for Posts and 


"Telegraphs announces that the additional tax of 55 centime per 


franc, which has latterly been levied on’ the oost of all foreign 
telegrams, was provisionally removed on January 23rd. A plan 
is now under consideration to safeguard the interests of the 
Treasury where part of the telegraph charges have to.be refunded 


to foreign companies in foreign currency with a consequent loes on 


the exchange. Some reimbursements will be necessary, as com- 
panies having accounts with the telegraph office were obliged to 
pay 200 fr. down to cover the extra expense when the tax was 
introduced only a short time ago. 


Italy.—The postal; telegraph and telephone workers 
returned to work on January 21st, after being on strike for a week, 
thus preventing s Government lock-out. Their claims have not 
been granted, but as the Government promised before the strike, 
these will be put before Parliament. 


Wireless Direction-Finding Statlons. — The London 
Gazette, January 13th, 1920, contains an Admiralty Notice to 
Mariners, No. 49 of 1920, relating to wireless direction-finding (D.F.) 
stations. Regulations for, and particulars of, D.F. stations that have 
been established in Canada, Newfoundland, United States, United 
Kingdom, and Franoe are given. In general the bearings taken 
by a station within the sector over which it is designed to 
work can be considered accurate to within two degrees. Bear- 
ings are often unreliable at night and in very bad weather, alao 
when the direction runs roughly parallel with the coast line. . The 
methods of asking for and giving bearings and the waves to be 
used will shortly be standardised by international agreement ; and 
the particulars of the D.F. statione will eventually appear in the 
international list of wireless telegraph stations. Meanwhile, each 
country is publishing regulations governing the use of its own D.F. 
stations. 


Wireless Telephony.—The Public Electricity Supply Co., 
of Northern Illinois, is ing wireless telephone equipment at 
its Blue Island and Joliet stations. The stations are 26 miles apart. 
The wireless telephones will have a range of about 100 miles, and 
will be used to safeguard communication in case the wire lines are 
put out of commission due to weather oonditions or high-voltage 
induction disturbences.— T. 5 T. Age. 


 ———— M 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


The date given in parentheses at the end of the indicates 
6 оша. BULIW d сыл! " Official 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia.—SyYDNEY.—March 1st. Municipal Council. 
Supply of 2,000-K.V.A., 5,000 to 10,000-v. transformers, Electric 
Lighting Department, Town Hall. | 

MELBOURNE.—March 10th. City Council. Supply of 6,600-v. 
swichgear for sub-station switch houses, &., and of six 250-K.v.A., 
three-phase transformers. Specifications from City Eleotrical Engin 
eers’ Office, Melbourne.— Industrial Australian and Mining Standard 

April 12th. City Council Two 2,000-Kw. rotary converters ; 
H. T. switchgear, 6,600 v.; D.C. switchgear, 600 v. (See this isaue.) 

ADELAIDE.—P.M.G.'s Department, Telephone material (schedules 
539 and 540). (See this issue.) i 
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Aberdeen.— January 31st. Electricity Committee. Two 


water-tube boilers, with superheaters, eoonomisers, steel chimney 
and accessories. (January 9th.) 


Aldershot.—February 17th. Urban District Council. 
Electricity Department. Geared turbine and generator, condensing 
plant, pumps, water-tube boiler and superheater, cables, &c. 
(January 23rd.) | 

Belfast.— February 14th. Tramways Committee. Tram- 
way stores, including electrical accessories, cable, lamps, carbon 
brushes, trolley wire, &с. (January 23rd.) 


Belgium.— February 27th. Municipal authorities of 
Biehen, Province of Liege, Concession for the supply of electrical 
energy for lighting and power purposes in the district. 

March 1st. Similar concession for the municipal authorities of 
Glons, Provinoe of Liege. 


Colne.— Electricity Department. New or second-hand 


1,250-K W. to 2,000-Kw., 6,600-v. turbo-alternator, with condensing 
plant. (January 16th.) | 


Edinburgh. February 9th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. One overhead travelling orane. (January 16th.) 


Greenock. — February 3rd. Corporation. Electrical 


installation work at 114 houses,  Particulars from Mr. A. Nimmo, 
Town Clerk. 


Huddersfield. — February 2nd. Electricity Committee. 
Six Lancashire boilers and one Green's economiser, with all fittings. 


Mr. J. W. Turner, Borough Electrical Engineer, Electricity Supply 
Works, St. Andrew's Road. 


Keighley. — February 10th. Electricity Department. 


One 900-Kw. rotary converter, compete with transformer. (See 
this issue.) 


Kings Lynn.—February 20th. Electricity Department. 
One Lancashire boiler, superheater, piping, &о, (See this issue.) 


London. — Metropolitan Water Board. February 2nd. 


‘Three, six or twelve months’ supply of electric lamps, electric wire 
and accessories, Chief Engineer, South Place, Finsbury, E.C. 


Salford.— February 9th. Corporation Tramways Depart- 


ment. Stores for 12 months. General Manager, 32, Blackfriars 
Street. 


St. Helens.— February 7th. Electricity Committee. One 
steam-driven turbine feed pump. (See this issue.) 


Stockton-on-Tees.—February 5th. District Fund, Gas 


and Electricity Committees. Articles and stores for six months. 
(January 23rd.) | 


Warrington.— February 10th. Electricity and Tramways 
Committee. Two water-tube boilers; two mechanical stokers 
(underfeed type) ; water softener. (January 23rd.) 


CLOSED. 


Belgium.—The Belgian State Railway authorities in 
Brussels have placed a contract with the Société des Ateliers de 
Constructions Electriques, of Charleroi, for a large quantity of 


insulated cables. For one lot of telephone cable no tenders were 
received. 


France.—The French State Railway authorities in Paris 
have placed a contract with the Société des Trefileries du Havre 
for 30,000 metres of insulated cable; and with Messrs. Geoffrey 
and Delore, of Clichy, for 90,000 metres of insulated wire, 


Glasgow.—Tramways Committee. Accepted :— 


7/18 v.1.R. cable.—Liverpool Electric Cable Co. 
3-in. vulcabeston.—Turners & Manville, Ltd. 
Oil.— Vacuum Oil Co. 
For Dalhousie Street sub-station :— 
` Rotary converter.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 
Switchgear.—Metropolitan. Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Eleotricity Committee. Recommended :— $ 


Two 6,600.v. rotaries with spares, £37,825 ; four 20,000-v. ditto., 217, 750.— 
Bruce Peebles & Co. 

The Engineer reported regarding mercury-vapour rectifiers, 
manufactured by Brown, Boveri & Co., Ltd., and submitted an 
offer by that firm for the supply of rectifiers. The sub-Committee 
decided to recommend that the offer be submitted to the convenor, 
sub-convenor and the engineer, with power to acoept one 500-Kw. 
rectifier set with spares. | 


Government Contracts.— The following Government 
contracts were placed during December, 1919 :— 


ADMIRALTY CONTRACT AND PURCHASE DEPARTMENT. 
Electric lifts. -A. & P. Steven. 
Electric platform cranes.—Stothert & Pitt, Ltd. 
Low-resistance telephones.—S. G. Brown, Ltd. 
MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS. 
Batter ies. Tudor Accumulator Co., Ltd. 
Air compressor. Alley & McLellan. 


Converters and spares. - Bruce Peebles & Co., I. id. 
Electrical plant. — English Electric Co., Ltd. 


INDIA OrFick STORES DEPARTMENT. 
Cable. —Pirelli-General Cable Works, Ltd.: Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.: 
Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. 
Insulator cups. —Bullers, Ltd. 
Generating plant. Lancashire Dynamo Co., Ltd. 
Transmitters.—Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd. 
Electric wire.—B.I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 
Wireless telegraph apparatus.—Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd. 


Post Orncs. 


` Protective apparatus.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co. 

Telephone apparatus.—Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 
British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; Karabon Co.; Siemens 
Bros. & Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph and telephone cable. —B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; Fuller's 
United Electric Works, I. id.; W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; Macintosh 
Cable Co., Ltd.: Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Distribution cases. -H. White & Co., Ltd. 

Secondary cells. — Van Raden & Co., Ltd. | * 

Joint box channets.—Ham, Baker & Co., Ltd.; McDowall, Steven & Co. 

Earth clips.— E. Showell & Sons, Ltd. 

Telephone cords.— Phoenix Telephone & Electric Works, Ltd. 

Detectors.—Gambrell Bros., Ltd. 

Ducts.—Albion Clay Co., Ltd.; Doulton & Co., Ltd. 

Insulators.—Thos. de la Rue & Co., Ltd.; Doulton & Co., Ltd. 

Tungsten lamps.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd.; Edison & Swan 
Co., Ltd.; General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Insulator spindles.—Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss, Ltd. 

Electrophone tables.—British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Bronze wire.—T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd.: B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; Shrop- 
shire Iron Co., Ltd.; F. Smith & Со. (incorporated with London 
Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, I. id.). 

Copper wire.—T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd.; B. I. & Helsby Cables. Ltd.; John- 
son & Nephew, Ltd.; Shropshire Iron Co., Ltd.; F. Smith & Co. 
incorporated with London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd.); J. 
Wilkes, Son & Mappiebeck, Ltd. 

Flame-proof wire.—H. W. Smith & Co., Ltd. 

Switchboard wire.—Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Electrical equipment.—Mount Pleasant Sub-station: British Thomson- 

i Houston Co., Ltd. Excavating and filling in trenches and construct- 
ing jointing chambers. Bridlington: Borough Engineer and Surveyor, 
Bridlington. Laying ducts, Queen's Park, Glasgow: R. & C. Murray. 
London-Manchester (Old Stratford-Loughborough, Section VI): Hardy 
& Co. l.ondon-Manchester (Loughborough-Derby, Section I): W. 
Hodge & Sons. Fraserburgh: W. bson. Bolton, South: W. Poller 
& Co., Ltd. Gerrard-Cierkenwe!! Junction: D. R. Paterson, Ltd. 
Stratford-Wa!l:hamstow : G. J. Anderson. 

Laying ducts and pipes Ringin (High Street), Foote & Milne, Ltd.; 
Larne, Greig & Matthews; Rawtenstall (West), W. Dobson; Hawick, 
W. Dobson; Gerrard (N. W. of Dean Street), J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd.; 
Birmingham (Olton), Whittaker Ellis. 

Laying ducts, troughing and B Village, G. J. Anderson; 
Warwick, Whittaker Ellis; Upper Clapton-Dalston, H. Farrow. 

Manufacture, supply, drawing-in and jointing cable.—Hornsey Telephone 
Exchange, Muswell Hill: Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Power and boiler plant.—Abu-Zabal, near Cairo, Wireless Station: English 
Electric Co., Ltd. 


ки. ше equipment.—Birmingham (North): Western Electric 
O., Ltd. 


Crown АСЕкт5 FOR THE COLONIES. 
Electric light fittings for carriages.—J. Stone & Co., Ltd. 
Insulators.—-Taylor, Tunnicliff & Co. 
Insulator spindles.—Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss, Ltd. 
l'elephone apparatus.— Western Electric Co., Ltd. 
Copper Wire.—]. Wilkes, Son & Mapplebeck; T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 
Insulated wire.—Hooper's Telegraph & I. R. Works Co., Ltd. 


Н.М. Orrice or Works. 
Motor generator sets.—Electrical Construction Co., Ltd. 


PusLiIc Works, DUBLIN. 
Belfast district.—Electrical work and supplies: A. Stevenson. 


Italy. — The Italian State Railway authorities have 
Jately divided contracts for 76 electric locomotives between the 


following home concerns: Nicola, Romeo & Oo. Saronne; the 


Società Italiana Westinghouse, Vada Ligue; Ernesto Breda & Go., 


Milan; the Tecnomasio Brown, Boveri, Milan; and the Società di 
Electro-Traotion, Milan. 


Kilmarnock.—Town Council :— 
Eleotric lighting (dwellings).—A. G. & J, Smith & Co,, £72. 


——— — 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


North of En Institute of Mining and Mechanical — 
Saturday, January 81st. At the Wood Memorial Hall, Newcas -Tyne. 
At2p.m. Special meeting. 

Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Saturdays, January 81st and Feb 
Tth. At8 p.m. At Albemarle Street, W. Lectures on The Astronomical 
Bence earing on Einstein's Theory of Gravitation,“ by Sir F. W. 

| Thursday February 5th. At3 p.m. Lecture on Recent Progress in 
Applied Optics,” by Prof. A. E. Conrady. 


Society of Chemical Industry. — Monday, February 2nd. At Burlington 
House, W. At 8 p.m. Paperon * The Theory and Practice of Lubrica- 
tion: the Germ Process," by Messrs. H. M. Wells and J. E. Southcombe. 


of Electrical Enfineers, Informal meeting. Monday, February 

2nd. At the Institute of Patent Agents, Staple Inn Buildings. At 7 p.m. 

Lecture on Engineering Experiences during the War,” by Major T. Rich. 

Students’ meeting. Friday, February 6th. At the ity and Guilds 

Engineering College, South Kensington. At 7 p.m. Paper on '' Electric 
Lifts and Cranes,'' by Mr. F. R. Housdon. 


(Western Centre).— Monday, February 2nd. At the South Wales Insti- 
tute of Engineers, Cardiff. At 7 p.m. Paper on Large Power Trans- 
formers," by Messrs. A. G. Ellis and J. L. Thompson. 


(Scottish: Centre).— Wednesday, February 4th. Conversazione. 


Association of Engineering and Shipbuilding Draughtsmen.— Wednesda 
February 4th. At the Тават University. ue 7.80 p.m. Lecture an 
“ Electric Traction," by Mr. W. A, Barnes. 

Lectures will also be given at Manchester on February 6th; and 

Sheffield, on February 6th. 

Batti Wallahs' Society. — Wednesday, February 4th. At the Victoria 
Mansions Restaurant, Victoria Street, S.W. At 6.80 p.m. Informal meet- 
ing. ‘Amusing Lecture, by Mr. E. B. Barralet. 


industrial League and Council. — Wednesday, February 4th. At the Central 
Hall, Westminster, S. W. At 7.80 p.m. Lecture on Conditions the 
Workers may Control," by Major E, A. Pells. 


Paisley Association of Engineers.— Wednesday, February 4th. At 95, High 
Street, Paisley. At7.30p.m. Paper on "Oil," by Mr. W. Murray. 


" Daily Man" Ideal Home Exhibition at Olympia.— Wednesday, February 
4th to 24th. $ 


Institute of Cost and Works' Accountants, Ltd.—Wednesday, February 
4th. At the Institute of Patent Agents, Staple Inn Buildings, W.C. At7 
p.m. Lecture оп “ The Principles and Practice of Correct Costing.“ by 
Mr. A. E. Goodwin. 


Royal Photographic Society, Russell Square, W.—Exhibition of primta 


lent by the Rontgen Society, Open till February 7th, ; 
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NOTES. 


Electrical Power Engineers Association.—At а meet- 
ing of the West Yorkshire Section, Mr. W. T. Atherton, of the 
National Alliance of Employers and Employed, delivered a lecture 
on The Legitimate Sphere of Trade Unionism.“ The lecturer, 
who possesses great experience in the work of Trade Unions, gave 
it as his opinion that the bulk of the present-day Labour leaders 
were extremists, and, owing to the lethargy of the majority of 
members of Unions, were representative of only a small section. 
He accused the leaders of using their positions for political ends, 
losing sight of the real objecta of Trade Unionism, which the 
speaker defined as securing better wages and conditions, proper 
treatment, constant work, and aid when work was scarce. He 
urged all Trade Unionists to take an active interest in the move- 
ment, and not permit themselves to be ruled by a few whose views 
were antagonistic to the majority. Mr. Atherton also deprecated 
the practice of promotion by mere favouritism, instead of by merit, 
and considered that this came within the scope of Trade Unions, 
which should insist uponthe preferment of men whoseability entitled 
them to it. He characterised striking as the last resource of men who 
could not secure justice by peaceable means, If direct action was 
insisted upon to the detriment of public interests, the speaker 
thought that the public, including many Trade Unionists, would 
act as strike-breakers, and quite rightly so. As an instance of the 
way in which ill-informed workers obtained an exaggerated idea of 
the strength of the Union funds—an idea which worked incalcul- 
able harm— Mr. Atherton quoted the recent moulders' strike. Mr. 
Dyson (Hull) asked if the extremista might not defend their 
attitude by saying that they were simply departing from old- 
fashioned methods to adopt newer and quicker means of obtaining 
the same ends, Mr. Atherton did not consider that the extremists’ 
methods were quicker, especially if they involved Parliamentary 
procedure, and they were certainly the least desirable. Mr. Jones 
(Dewsbury) said that under the existing methods of Trade Unionism 
the conscientious worker was bound to receive the same wage as an 
inferior man, Mr. Atherton attributed this condition of affairs to 
the lack of live interest in the mass of Trade Unionists, who should 
prevent their leaders from getting away from their real duties. 
The chairman (Mr. Chaytor) said that the E.P.E.A. was held in 
distrust by both employers and the Trade Unions, and urged that 
it should be represented on the National Electrical Industrial 
Council, He thought that the Association would have a moderating 
effect upon both sides. 


An Electric Baling Press.— Where power is available, 
eleotrio baling presses present many good points, amongst which 
are rapidity of operation and low oost of maintenance. A press of 
this class, which is illustrated in Engineering, was designed and 
built for the South Indian Export Co., Bombay, by Messrs. Hindle, 
Son & Co., of Haslingden, Lancs. The press exerts a total nominal 
pressure of 200 tons, and is worked by a series-wound motor, 
capable of a peak output of 30 B. H. P. at 230 B. P. M., and accelerating 
on light loads when lowering to 1, 200 R.P.M. The frame does not 
take the strees exerted, as in the hydraulic press, but merely 
supports the table, machinery, &c. The whole of the machinery, 
motor, gearing, winding drams and brake are arranged on a casing 
on the top of the press framework. The table is raised by specially 
tlexible steel cables, the load being distributed between 40 ropes. 
The rope from each corner is led up and wound on two grooved 
parallel] winding drums, driven by the motor by worm and spur 
gearing. The motor runs in one direction for raising, and is 
reversed for lowering the press table ; the pressure exerted can be 
maintained for an indefinite period by means of an electro-magnetic 
disk brake on the motor shaft. The control is by push-buttons 
which operate contactor switches; the press table operates an 
auxilary switch st the top and bottom limits of its travel to 
prevent overwinding. A trip switch, incorporated in the con- 
troller, acts on a predetermined current being reached, and stops 
the motor when full preesure is obtained. 


Dublin Electricity Official Imprisoned.— Mr. Fred. J. 
Allan, secretary of the Dublin Corporation Electricity Supply 
Committee, was convicted at the Dublin Northern Police Court, on 
Friday last, under D.O.R.A. Regulations, of having had in his 

ion, or under his control, at the Sinn Fein South Dublin 
municipal election committee rooms at Kingstown, leaflets 
relating to the recent election, which were suppressed as being 
likely to cause disaffection. Mr. Alian declined to enter into bau 
to provide sureties that he would keep the peace for two years, and 
was, in default, sent to jail for three months. 


Electrolytic Potassinm Permanganate.—Mr. M. deKay 
hompson, in an article in Chemical and Metallurgical En- 
yineering of November 29th to December 3rd, 1919, shows 
that experiments have proved it to be possible to manufacture 
potassium permanganate from commercial ferromanganese, 
containing about 75 per cent. manganese, by electrolysis in 
a potassium carbonate solution without the necessity of ever 
cleaning the anodes. The temperature inust not be allowed 
ю rise much above 40 deg. C., for if it does an insulating 
coating of oxides is formed, which prevents the production of 
permanganate. Carbonic acid 1з not lost in the electrolysis. 
Ide current efficiency was about 17 per cent., but it would 
be higher with better diaphragms. ‘lhe current density was 
6 amp. per sq. ft. The anodes are attacked more at the top 
than at the bottom. The anodic behaviour, as regards forma- 
tion of insulating scale, is affected by a small change in the 
relative amounts of iron and manganese in the anode. 


Wages in Electricity Supply Undertakiags.—The Board 
of Trade Labour Gazette states that the District Council established, 
under the Whitley Scheme, for the electricity supply industry in 
the North-Western area of England and Wales (Cumberland, West- 
morland, Lancashire, Cheshire, Anglesey, Carnarvon, Denbigh, 
Flint, Merioneth, Montgomery, and part of Derbyshire) has now 
fixed rates for Lancashire and Cheshire. In these counties the 
Council has determined that there shall be three separate Zones," 
in which differential rates shall be paid. Zone A," for which the 
highest rates are fixed, comprises Liverpool (Corporation under- 
tuking), Bootle, Birkenhead, Manchester, Oldham, Salford and 
Stockport; "Zone B," for which lower rates are fixed, includes 
Blackburn, Blackpool, Bolton, Bury, Chester. Preston, Warrington, 
Wigan, and a number of other places ; and " Zone C," in wbich the 
rates are lowest, includes the undertakings in such districts as 
Alderley and Wilmslow, Altringham, Cark, Crewe, Hoylake and 
West Kirby, Macclesfield, Morecambe, Northwich, Ormskirk and 
Prescot. Comprehensive schedules have been drawn up for each of 
these Zones," specifying the rates of wages fixed for the various 
grades of workpeople, and have been approved by the National Joint 
Industrial Council for the Electricity Supply Industry. In the 
following table a few examples are given of the basic rates fixed 
for Lancashire and Cheshire. The new rates are payable as from 
September 4th last. The hourly rates shown are calculated on the 
basia of the weekly hours in operation before the reduction in hours 
which took place in 1919. Accordingly, to obtain the weekly 
" basic" rates these hourly rates must be multiplied by the hours 
formerly worked (usually 53 for day-workers) and not by 17, the 
present working hours. In addition to these basic rates, war 
wage advances are payable, amounting to 33s. 6d. per week in the 
case of men of 18 years or over. A bonus of 12} per cent. on 
earnings is aleo paid to men 21 years of age or over. 


Basic rates of wages fixed per hour 
for undertakings in 


| 
Grade, 
"RSS | Zone A. Zone B. Zone C. 
ECT CREE IER RENE Peres ay Seer 
| 
Electrical fitters - |) b oa 
Eleetricians or elec. wiremen | - Standard district engineering rate. 
Armature winders... н ) | 
Jointers еж е: ve 9'bd. . 9d. 8:54. 
Plumber jointe . | 1054, © 104. 954. 
Meter fixers... ats bes 765d. | 725d. 7d. 
„ ee 
Electricians’ mates БУ 6°75d. | 575d. 55а. 
Labourers, general, indoor ... на риа | 58 
» : outdoor ... 6'16d. 6˙25d. ў 
Switchboard attendants — Per week. | Per week. | Per week. 
Plant up to 5,00) Kw. ... 468. | 878. E 32s. и 
‚ 6d. 378, 6d. 
| 42s | 8 


„ above 5,000 KW. 54s. 


The Council was elected in August, 1919, by representatives of 
all electricity supply undertakings in the No.th-Western Area, and 


by the Trade Unions concerned. It consists of 12 employers’ repre- 


sentatives and 12 Trade Union representatives. Aldermau T. E. 
Higham, J.P., C.C. (Accrington), is chairman of the Council, and 
Mr. P. A. Irvine, of the Electrical Trades Union, vice-chairman. 


An Ex-Service Men's Association.—The '* Ex-Service 
Professional and Commercial Association " has been formed to pro- 
tect and promota the interests of the many men who, engaged in a 
profession or tradjng on their own account, sacrificed all in order 
to answer their country's call, and have oonsequently suffered 
serious losses—in some cases total destruction of their businesses. 
The Association will issue to its members a badge (“ the sign of 
the Tin Hat), which will enable the public to identify a shop or 
office the owner of which "did his bit" ; no further inducement 
should be necessary to persuade the public to give preference to 
such cases. A buyers’ guide and directory will be prepared, 
giving the names and addresses of members, and an inquiry 
bureau will be opened. Women with suitable qualifications will 
be entitled to full membership. The annual subscription is ба. ; 
honorary members (not in business on their own account) may 
join with a minimum subscription of 2s. 6d. per annum. Service 
in the Navy, Army, or Air Force between August, 1914. and 
November lith, 1918, is the necessary qualification. The head 
offices are at 38-39, Piccadilly, London, W. 


London County Council and Electricity Supply Loans.— 
The Finance Committee of the London County Council reports as 
follows :— 

“By Section 19 of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, the 
Council ceases to be the sanctioning authority for borrowing by 
Metropolitan Borough Councils under the Electric Lighting Acts 
and Orders, and the duty of sanctioning them is transferred to the 
Electricity Commissionera, who, however, are required to act in 
consultation with the Council in regard to the powers thus trans- 
ferred. Pending the appointment of the Electricity Commis- 
sioners, there is no appointed authority for the sanctioning of 
these loans, unless it be held that the Council should continue to 
santion the loans until the Commissioners are appointed. This is 
the view taken by the Board of Trade, and we propose to act upon 
it. We are taking steps to ascertain as soon as practicable what 
advice the Electricity Commissioners will desire to have from the 
Council, and to what extent they wish the Council to examine 
applications for the loans in question,” 
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State Control of London Transport.—The Ministry of 
Transport has been requested to take over the control of the whole 
of the undertakings of the London Traffic Combine. The latter 
atates that at the present rate its deficit for the year would be 
£2,600,000. It was stated that the Ministry was considering the 
question of control of the Underground railways under the Transport 
Act, but would not take over the motor-omnibuses. As the latter 
are the principal source of loss, and have been considered part of 
the Combine's scheme, the loss being considered in relation with 
the revenue from the railways, the Combine considers that the 
omnibuses should also be placed under State control. If they were 
run as а separate eoncern fares would necessarily have to be 
increased, and this would divert traffic to the underground railways, 
making the position worsethan ever. The question of guaranteeing 
shareholders their pre-war income, as has been done in previous 
instances, requires carefully looking into, as many of the separate 
undertakings of the Combine were working at a loss prior to the 
war. 


Canadian Power Company's Law Case Settled.—A 
Reuter dispatch from Ottawa states that the claim for & million 
dollars made by the Toronto Power Co. against the Dominion 
Government has been settled out of Court for $800,000, of which 
the Ontario Power Co. is to pay $510,000 and the Dominion 
Government the balance. The question at issue arose out of the 
distribution of power in the Niagara district by the Power 
Controller during the war. 


Post Office Robberies.—In a letter to The Times, Mr. 
R. Gladstone suggests that a very simple and effective way of pre- 
venting robberies at post offices and banks would be to fix a large 
electric alarm gong high up on the wall outside each post office, 
controlled by switches just under the counter. 


Educational.— Engineering scholarships for local appren- 
tices, tenable at the Manchester Municipal College of Technology, 
or some other suitable institution, are to be founded in Manchester 
as a result of the generosity of the contractors to the Manchester 
and District Armaments Output Committee. Further information 
can be obtained from Mr. H. J. Brocklehurst, M. Eng., The College 
6f Technology, Manchester. 


The Coal Rebate.—Consumers of electricity will receive 
their rebates on account of the reduction in the price of coal at 
the end of the March quarter ; there will be no separate rebate for 
December. 


Electric Furnaces.— Referring to the notice in our issue 
of January 9th, as to the supply of electric furnaces to Norway, our 
Bradford correspondent writes that Messrs. Jessop & Boydell, elec- 
trical contractors, of Bradford, are supplying and shipping to 
Tyssedal, Norway, five 800-K.v.A. single-phase furnaces, to be used 
for the manufacture of pig-iron from Norwegian ore concentrates 
without briquetting. 


Automatic Lighting Sets.— In the course of his speech at 
the special meeting of the Austin Motor Co., Ltd., at Northfield, at 
which resolutions were passed increasing the capital by 3,350,000 
shares of £1 each, to £5,000,000, Sir Herbert Austin said that the 
company’s schedule of production, necessitated by the orders 
already in hand, called for a weekly output of 200 20-H.P. cars, 
100 agricultural tractors, 60 30-cwt. lorries, 500 electric lighting 
sets, and a large amount of switchboards and other electric equip- 
ment. He said that they had recently completed the tests, and 
passed into mass production, of a complete automatic lighting 
outfit, which would give current sufficient for a small country resi- 
dence, and which they wereselling at an inclusive priceof about £ 120. 
The possibilities of the sale of this type of outfit he described as 
enormous. Although they were preparing a large production, they 
would not be able, unleas they made very large increases to their 
schedule, to do more than touch the fringe of the possibilities of 
this part of their programme. They had three or four other sizes 
of automatic lighting sets of larger dimensions scheduled for pro- 
duction, which would enable them to accept orders for outfits up to 
those reqnired for village and small township lighting. 


Fatallties.— The White Lund Munition Works explosion 

caused the death of two electricians and seven others,on January 
14th. The former, Jos. Augustine Thompson (23), and Stanley 
Bridson (18), were busy repairing lights when they met their death, 
but Mr. Harry B. Kershaw, charge electrician, made it clear to the 
Coroner on Monday last that there was no fault in the installation 
that would have caused a spark. The distribution board was outside 
the room. The fuses were drawn out of the circuit they were work- 
ing on. The single-pole switch was knocked off, which precluded the 
idea of a wire fusing. A verdict of “ Accidental death was 
returned. 
At the inquest on George Corser (55), a Heywood gardener, who 
succumbed to injuries received as the result of an explosion in 
Bury, з verdict of Accidental death was returned. It was stated 
that a number of men were disconnecting the electric cables in 
consequence of a leakage, when the explosion occurred, and Mr. 
S. J. Watson, the borough electrical engineer, attributed the 
‘explosion to the presence of gas, 


Signals from Mars ?—A journalistic sensation this week 
was based on a statement of Senator Marconi that signals 
frequently received on a long wave-length from an unknown but 
very distant source might possibly emanate from Mars or some 
other planet. In the Daily News of Wednesday, Mr. Marconi 
rotested, with some indignation, against the interpretation that 
had been placed upon his purely fanciful speculations,” E 


R. E. Dinuer,—A dinner for ex-members of the 351st 
E. and M. Co. R. E. is being held in London on February 14th, 
Those members who have not yet been communicated with should 
write at onoe to the hon. secretary, Lieut. H. F. A. Kinder, 9, Maze 
Hill, St. Leonard 's-on-Sea. 


The Tunnelling of Mont Blanc.—A Reuter message to 
The Times states that French and Italian engineers have arrived in 
Chamonix in order to study the ground and make all n 
investigations for the boring of a tunnel under Mont Blanc, 
through which a line would be run linking up France and Italy. 
The project has been under examination for many years, but at 
last appears to be near execution, as both the French and Italian 
Governments have voted the neceesary credita for the construction 
of the tunnel, Franoe allotting 15,000,000 fr. to the work, and 
Italy 40,000,000 lire. 


The Lay Press.— In Electrical Industries there appears 
a letter (signed Supply ") defending The Times Trade Supplement 
against our recent oriticism, but endorsing our advioe to supply 
authorities to hurry up with their co-operative achemes, From 
the references to "our contemporary " in the letter, it would 
appear that it was submitted for use as a leaderette, but the editor 
preferred to put it under the head of '" Correspondence.” We 
should not be surprised to learn that " Supply " wrote the article 
in the Supplement, A leading article in the same issue of Zlectricul 
Industries attacks The Timex with virulence, referring to it as “ош 
amazing oontemporary," and characterising ita views on the 
moulders’ strike as the nonsense of ignorance." 


Promotion in the Navy.—At the instance of the 
Admiralty, says the Morning Post, it is provided by an Order in 
Council that commissioned electricians are to be eligible for pro- 
motion to the relative rank of lieutenant with the title of electrical 
lieutenant, and, on attaining eight years’ seniority as such, are to 
have the relative rank of lieutenant-commander. 


Inquiries—Makers of the F. T. Reed patent time 
switch; of a lamp suitable for installation inside a baker's oven; 
of McDougall’s patent commutator grinding blocks; and of electric 
floor polishers, are asked for. | 


Appointments Vacant.—Cable jointer (84/14) for the 
Tynemouth Corporation Electricity Works; plumber jointer for the 
Wolverhampton Electrical Engineers Department ; shift engineer 
(82/7) for the Eccles Corporation Electricity Works; correspond- 
ence clerk (£200) for the Walthamstow Urban District. Council 
Electricity Department ; sub-station attendant (82/8) for the Stoke 
Newington Borough Council Electricity Works; shift engineer 
(£220) for the Torquay Corporation Electricity Department. See 
* Official Notices " to-day. 


Synthetic Ammonia.—A new French process for the 
production of synthetic ammonia, invented by M. Georges Claude, 
and jsuperior to the Haber process, is to be put in operation at 
Maryport by the Cumberland Coal, Power and Chemicals, Ltd. It 
is claimed that the scheme will provide the whole of the nitric 
acid, nitrate of ammonia, cyanides, &c., required by this country & 
a lower price than from Chile nitrate. 


Protection for X-ray Workers.—The December Archives 
Ф Electricité Medicale et de Physiotherapie, in an article oommenting 
upon the death of Dr. Jaugeas, the Parisian X-ray surgeon, puts 
forward several suggestions for the protection of those engaged in 
X-ray work. Isolated platforms are recommended, as well as rubber 
gloves and shoes. All partsof the apparatus should be electrically 
continuous and efficiently earthed. When the right hand is 
touching & wire the left should be placed behind the back. Many 
other precautions and safeguards are given by various authorities 
on the subject. О 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


institution of Electrical Engineers.—A debate between repre- 
sentative members of the Midland Junior Gas Association and the 
SOUTH MIDLAND CENTRE of the I. E. E. will take place at the 
Birmingham Council House, on February. 5th, on the subject of 
„The Uses of Gas and Electricity.” Tne debate will be opened by 
Dr. Е. W. Smith, chief chemist at the Birmingham gas: department, 
on the Utilisation of Fuel for the Generation of Power ; and the 
case for electricity will be submitted by Mr. F. Forest, M. I. E. E. 
Dr. C. W. Walter, of the Industrial Research Laboratory of the 
Birmingham gas department, will speak on ''The Industrial 
Application of Gas and Electricity " (furnaces in particular). and 
Mr. E. J. Moffatt, B. A., will present the claims of electricity. 
Other subjects to be discussed in the debate will include Domestio 
Appliances, Transmission or Distribution of Power, and the discus- 
sion wil be wound up by Dr. Smith and Dr. C. C. Gerrard, 
M.LE.E. Councillor Marks (Electricity Supply Committee, 
Birmingham) will preside. NR 

ScoTTISH CENTRE.—A paper, entitled “The Electrical Power 
Supply in the War Zone," was read by Major Thos. Rich, O.B.E., 
at Edinburgh, on January 13th, The chairman, in thanking the 
author, characterised the paper as full of first-hand information 
and absorbing details. | 


Vol. 84. No. 3,201, Jasuary 30,1920. THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


149 


_Institation of Civil Engineers. The Conncil proposes to take 
steps for the introduction of the measure for the registration of 
civil engineers in the next Session of Parliament as a Public Bill. 
The proposal is that any person who complies with the qualifica- 
tions to be laid down by the Institution shall have a right to be 


registered, whether a member of the Institution or not, and, 


eligibility to register does not involve any obligation to become a 
member of the Institution of Civil Engineers or of any other 
society. The Council claims that the body which is best fitted to 
determine the proper qualifications and to regulate the conduct of 
those registered is the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

Paisley Association of Electrical Engineers.—On January 16th, 
a lecture on '' Electricity and Matter" was delivered by Principal 
Angus M'Lean, B. Sc., and on the 17th the members visited the 
works of The Howden Boiler and Armaments Co., Ltd., at Govan. 
The chief items of interest were turbines and high-speed engines in 
various stages of construction. 

Greenock Philosophical Society.—Under the auspices of this 
Society, Prof. C. G. Barkla, F. R. S., of Edinburgh University, 
delivered the Watt anniversary lecture in the Watt Insticution, on 
January 16th, the subject being Radiation and Matter"; the 
lecture was illustrated by experiments and lantern slides. His own 
investigations had been concerned with the electrons, not at the 
surface, but deep within the atom. The outer electrons were those 
which determined the optical and chemical properties of a sub- 
stance; the inner ones were those which vibrated so rapidly aa to 
emit, not light, but X-rays and gamma rays. He had found that 
each element under suitable stimulus emitted its own characteristic 
X-rays; that was, it had its own characteristic '' colour " in X-rays, 
which ohemical and physical. processes could not affect. There 
were, in fact, series of X-ray spectral lines. Recent investigations 
bad afforded strong evidence of a high-frequency X-radiation, 
which was possibly due to vibrations in the nucleus itself. This 
was at present being studied in the Edinburgh University physics 
laboratory. 

Society of Dyers aud Colourists.—4A lecture was delivered before 
the members of the West Riding Section of the Society on January 
22nd, by Dr. F. M. Perkin, in which he surveyed the increasing 
application of electricity in the dyeing industry. After stating the 
advantages to be derived from the use of electricity, he showed 
how, generally, caustic soda, chlorine, and other dyework materials 
were now being produced electrically, and the degree of purity of 
the bleaching sgente, solvents, and scouring materials so produced. 
Dr. Perkin, asked by one of the members, if he thought the resulta 
obtained by electrochemical methods would justify further expendi- 
ture in this direction, replied that he did not think Government 
schemes would prove of much advantage, but the work of installing 
power plant at the pitheads would be done by private enterprise. 
Cheap electrical power wouid be accomplished by private enter- 
prise, and then that power would be available for electrochemical 
processes as well as for power. 

Association of Mining Electrical Engineers.—At a meeting of 
the Midland Branch of the Association, at Nottingham University 
College, on January 17th, Mr. A. W. Williams, of Mansfield, 
condemned the vagueness which characterised certain regulations 
in connection with the use of electricity in mines. Indefiniteness 
as to the safeguards to be adopted had, he thought, led to the 
creation of a complicated position in certain cases. He urged that 
all apparatus should not only be made to conform to certain 
specifications, but should also before being used in mines, be 
certified, and a certificate should be secured by the manufacturers 
from a Government department. This reasonable request would 
cover the manufacturers and relieve the electrical engineer of the 
responsibility as to whether the apparatus was suitable or not. At 
the same time it would obviously not neceasarily relieve the elec- 
trician of the responsibility as to the type of system or apparatus 
to be adopted. The granting of a certificate by the Home Office 
indicating, after official inspection, that the apparatus had been 
approved, would have a tendency in the direction of giving 
confidence to all concerned. It might be urged that these tests 
would involve a number of inspectors, but the result would be 
increased safety in operation, and if the inspectors were competent 
and had a knowledge of electricity as applied to underground 
workings, the additional expenditure would be well justified. A 
resolut ion was passed with the object of calling the attention of 
the Home Office to the vagueness of certain of the existing 
regulations, and suggesting the need of revision. 
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OUR PERSONAL COLUMN, 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
lachnical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 

ICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


Shareholders of the Metropolitan Wagon & Finance Co. 
last week presented Mr. F. Dopey Docker, C.B., with an 
illuminated address in appreciation of his administration of 
the affairs of the company during 17 years. The address was 
xcompanied by a sum of money for the creation of Docker 
Cholarships at Birmingham University. A presentation was 
also made to Mre. Docker. 

„М. E. Н. W. Cooke, chief accountant to the Birmingham 
Мы Department, has been appointed chief accountant to the 
"eWopolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Trafford Park. He has 


^ ANDERSON, took the chair. 


been in the employ of the Birmingham Corporation 30 .years. 
He was engaged in London on the compilation of the register 
of volunteers, under National Service, and later became chief 
registration olicer to the Birmingham Food Control Cotu- 
mittee. 

The Newcastle-under-Lyme Corporation has increased the 
salary of the borough electrical engineer, Mr. A. J. C. De 
RENZI, to £450 per annum. | 

The Times states that Mr. L. Н. Кєк, general manager of 
the Anglo-South American Bank, has been elected a member 
of the board of the Vera Cruz Electric Light, Power, and 
Traction, Ltd. Í | i E 

Mr. E. Mercer has resigned his position as resident en- 
zineer under the Yorkshire West-Riding Tramway Co., Castle. 
tord, and has started in business as the Electrical Contracting 
and Motor Co., Castleford. He wishes to receive lists and 
catalogues of electrical goods. | | ö 

The Electrical Contractors’ Association of Scotland (Glas- 
gow Branch) held a successful At Home in the Burlington 
House, when a presentation of silver salver and purse and 
cheque was made to Mr. J. M. Davies on retiring from the 
secretaryship of the Association, and a pendant to Mrs. Davies. 

The Burton-on-Trent Town Council has increased the salary 
of the electrical engineer (Mr. Hats) by £150 a vear.: ; 

The Military Cross awarded to Capt. F. L. LAWRENCE, 
R. F. A., works manager of Chamberlain & Hookham., Ltd., for 
distinguished ѕегуісе on November 6th and 7th, 1918, while 
in action near. Mons, was presented to him at the recent 
local investiture held by H.R.H. Prince Henry at the Bir- 
mingham Town Hall. mE. 

At Cape Town in December the employés of Messrs. E. A. 
Shaw & Co., were entertained to a smoking concert by Mr. 
F. E. Tritt, who was severing his partnership connection 
with the firin. Mr. Hylands, the works manager, on behalf 
of the employés, presented Mr. Trill with an illuminated 
address and a silver rose bowl. | 

The employés of the Musselburgh & District Electric Light 
and Traction Co., Ltd., held their annual dinner, the first 
since the war, on the löth inst. The local director, Mr. J. 
Several of the employés con- 
tributed to the musical programme. During the evening the 
manager, Mr. H. C. Babb, presented the oldest employé, Mr. 
W. Elliot, who has been with the company since its inaugu- 
ration, with an envelope of Treasury notes. | 


Obituary.—Dn. Creci. R. C. Lystern.—We regret to learn 
that Dr. Cecil R. C. Lyster, who was for 17 years in charge 
of the electro-therapeutic department of the Middlesex Hos- 
pital, passed away on Monday at the age of 60 vears. He та 
described as a martyr to Sience.“ The Times states that he 
was a pioneer in X-ray investigation, particularly in relation 
to the treatment of cancer. Through exposure to the ravs 
in the early dava of research. he himself contracted the 
disease. but in spite of much suffering he insisted upon pur- 
suing his invaluable work until a few weeks ago, when he 
was compelled to lav it aside." It appears that recently he 
had been concerned in an attempt to standardise the applica- 
tion of radium as a remedial agent in the treatment of cancer, 
and though a victim to the disease he had sought to conquer 
he declined to be set aside from his purpose. | 

Mn. К. L. ArrkEN.—The Electrical News (Canada) reports 
the death of Mr. Kenneth T.. Aitken in California. Mr. Aitken 
was manager of the Toronto hydro-electric system in its 
early dava. i | 

Mr. J. Н. P. BOW NJ. — The death has occurred. at the age 
of 57 vears, of Mr. J. H. P. Brown. who until a few months 
ago was P.O. telegraph superintendent at Hull. He had been 
in the service 44 vears. p | 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


k 


General Welding Co., Ltd. (10,881).— Private company: 
Registered in Edinburgh January ath. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To 
carry on in Glasgow the business of welders by oxv-acetvlene and other auto- 
venous processes, &c. The subscribers (each with one share) are: R. Baillie, 
11, Woodhall Drive, Cardonald, Glasgow, engineer; A. Paton, 145. Old 
Shettleston Road, Glasgow, boilermaker; P. Linn, 318, Scotland Street, 
Glasgow, secretarv. The first. directors are: К. Baillie. A. Paton and P. 
I. inn. Qualification. £100. Registered office: 19, Muirhouse Street, Glasgow. 


Iceni Engineering Co., Ltd. (163,037).— Private com- 
pany. Registered January 20th. Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. To carry on 
in Letchworth and elsewhere the business of mechanical and electrical engi- 
neers, &c.. and to adopt an agreement with T. F. Wild. The subscribers 
(each with one share) are: J. W. E. Powell, 204, Broadway Chambers, Letch. 
worth; G. M. Swanson, 7, Norton War North, Letchworth; C. F. Ball. 336, 
Norton Way. Letchworth. The first directors are: C. F. Ball, J. W. Е. 
Powell, G. C. Swanson, E. J. Simmons and C. H. Jolley. Solicitor: F. W. G. 
Rolton, Letchworth. ч 


Portadown Electric Со,, Ltd. (4,871).—Private company. 
Registered in Dublin January Rth. Capital, £20,000 in £1 shares (5. pre 
ference). To produce, store, supply and sell electrical energy. &c. The aub. 
wribers (each with one ordinary share) are: M. Curran, 2, Kent Street, 
Beifast, electrical engineer; D. Chapman, Edenderry, Portadown, jam merchant 
and druggist. The first directors are: M. Curran and D. Chapman. Regis- 
tered осе: 7-8. Market. Street, Portadown, Co. Armagh. 


Tuam Electricity Co., Ltd. (4,808).— Registered in 
Dublin on September 14th. Capital, £8,000 in £1 shares. To carry on in 
Tu3m and elsewhere the business of an electric light company. The first 
directors are: A. Eaton, St. Jarlath's College, Tuam; O. Harman, Tuam; 6G. 
Murray, Tuam; A. O'Malley, Tuam; T. J. Mellin, Tuam; and P. McTigue 
Tuam. Secretary: J. Daly. Registered office: Dutlin Road, Tuam. 
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Technical Intelligence Service, Ltd. (162,972).—Private 
company. Registered January 17th. Capital, 21,000 in 21 shares. To carry 
on the business of a news and intelligence agency, &c. The first directors are: 
E. Hudson, 15, Queen Anne’s Gate, S. W., newspaper proprietor; Major W. E. 
Simnett, Temple Fortune House, llíampstead ay, N.W.4; H. Pratt, 62, 
I. vſord Road, S.W.18, newspaper director. Registered office: 20, Tavistock 
Street, Covent Garden, W.C. 


Technical Review, Ltd. (162,973).—Private company. 
Registered January 17th. Capital, £2,5 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of proprietors and publishers of newspapers, reviews and periodicals, 
&c. First directors: E. Hudson, 15, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W., newspaper 
roprietor; Major W. E. Simnett, Temple Fortune House, Hampstead Way, 
W., H. Pratt, 62, Lyford Road, S. W. 18. newspaper director. Registered 
office: 20, Tavistock Street, Covent Garden, W.C. 


I. Calvete, Ltd. (163,036).—Private company. Regis- 
tered January 20th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares, To take over the in- 
terest and goodwill of I. Calvete and L. N. Viola in the business of con- 
tractors, electrical and mechanical engineers, manufacturers of electrical 
apparatus, &c., carried on by them at ll, Little Street, Andrew Street, St. 
Martin's Lane, W. C. The first directors are: L. N Viola, 6, Russell Court 
Mansions, Great Russell Street, W.C.; I. Calvete, 17, Upper Addison Gardens, 
West Kensington, W Solicitor: L. E. Townroc, 26, Budge Row, Е.С, Regis- 
tered oflice: 11, Little St. Andrew Street, St. Martin's Lane, Е.С. 


Southwark Lighting Co., Ltd. (163,008).—Private com- 
pany. Registered January 19th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To carry on 
the business of manufacturers, importers and exporters of and dealers in 
electrical, gas and lighting goods and accessories, &c. The subscribers (each 
with one share) are: W. Lennard, 3, Love Lane, Eastcheap, E.C., produce 
merchant; R. C. Radeglia, 3, Love Lane, Eastcheap, E.C., merchant. The 
first directors are: W. Lennard (chairman) and R. C. Radeglia. Solicitor : H. 
Crafter, 7, Southampton Street, W. C. Registered office: 3, Love Lane, East- 
cheap, E 


Power Research Co., Ltd. (163,004).— Private company. 
Registered January 19th. Capital, £100,000 in £1 shares. То acquire and 
turn to account any mines, rights and propertv in the U.K. or elsewhere, and 
to carry on the business indicated bv the title. The subscribers (each with 
one share) are: P. G. Smart, 38, Salisbury Road, Forest Gate, E.7, clerk; 
B. R. Bayliss, 21a, Parkholme Road, Dalston, E.8, clerk. The subscribers 
are to appoint the first directors. Solicitor: G. C. Pullman, 24, Coleman 
Street, E.C. 


Portumna Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd. (4,874).— 
Registered in Dublin on January 12th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To 
carry on in Portumna and elsewhere the business of an electric light com- 
no The directors are: Viscount Lascelles, A. E. Moeran, Mrs. M. M. 
Nolan, J. Hynes, N. J. Kelly, J. Corcoran, G. J. Coates, J. Taylor, and J. 
Murphy, all of Portumna, County Galway. Secretary : M. C. Woulfe. 
Solicitor: J. J. Kearns, Portumna, Co. Galway. Registered office: New 
Street, Portumna, Co. Galway. 


Car Lighting Set Co., Ltd. (162,890).—Private companv. 
Registered January 16th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of manufacturers, suppliers, installers and repairers of lighting. 
heating, starting and driving apparatus and appliances for all kinds of cars, 
vehicles and boats by electricity, fuel, gas, spirit, oil, &c. The subscribers 
(each with 500 shares) are: C. W. Akers, 924, Brixton Hill, S.W.2, scientific 
instrument maker; A. J. Austin, 308, Brixton Hill, S.W.2, engineer; W. Blen- 
karn, 30, Gleneagle Road, Streatham, S.W.16, electrical engineer. The first 
directors are: С. W. Akers, A. J. Austin and W. Blenkarn (all permanent). 
Registered office: 36, Maiden Lane, Strand, W.C.2. 


British Electrical Development Association (162,942).— 
Registered January 17th as a company limited by guarantee, not formed for 
profit The word '' limited " being omitted from title by licence of the Board 
of Trade. Objects: To promote and protect electrical industry and enter- 
prise in the British Empire, to develop the use of and demand for electrical 
energy for industrial, commercial, public, domestic, agricultural and other 
urposes, &c. There are to be founders, ordinary members and associates, 
he first members of the Council are: S. T. Allen, Homelea, Wrottesley Road, 
Tettenhall, Staffs; L. B. Atkinson, Alste, Little Hampden, Great Missenden; 
C. O. Bastian, 32, The Avenue, N.W.6; C. R. Belling, 10, Glebe Avenue, 
Enfield; A. F. Berry, Haves, Middlesex; T. II. Bowden, 101, Eltham Road, 
Lee, S.E.12; W. A. Chamen, The Gables, Llantwit Pardee, Pontypridd; J. 
Christie, А. C. Cramb, К. S. Downe, D. Watson, D. N. Dunlop, I. E. 
Edgecombe, I. M. Elliot, S. E. Fedden, W. A. Gillott, E. E. Hoadley, E. Т. 
R. Murray, Н. C. Palmer, A. R. Phipps, F. I. Walker, F. H. Williams, W. 
B. Woodhouse and C. Н. Wordinjham. Each founder (including the In- 
stitution of Electrical Engineers, the British Electrical and Allied Manu- 
facturers’ Association, the Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association, the 
Incorporated Association of Electric Power Companies, the Electrical Con- 
tractors’ Association, Incorporated, and the Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ 
Association of Great Britain, Ltd.) is to be entitled to one representative on 
the Council. Solicitor: T. Trimmell, 71, Lincoln's Inn Fields. W.C. 


Simplex Power Generator Co., Ltd. (163,053).— Private 
company. Registered January 20th, Capital, £2,000 in 21 shares. To 
acquire and turn to account any invention relating to power, gas and gas 
engines, &c. The first directors are: Capt. E. F. Hill, Southmead, Newbury, 
Berks; R. G. Harley, 20. Market Street, Mayfair, W., accountant. Solicitor: 
R. Burrow, Rolls Chambers, 88-9, Chancery Lane, W.C. Registered office : 
20, Market Street, Curzon Street, Mayfair, W. 


London Electricity Joint Committee, 1920, Ltd. (163,101). 
—Private. Registered January 21е. Capital, £50,000 in £1 shares. To 
prepare Schemes with a view to the improvements of the organisation of the 
supply of electricity within the counties of London and Middlesex and adjoin- 
ing counties or districts, The subscribers (each with one share) are: W. F. 
Fladgate, 18-19, Patt Mall, S.W., chairman, Charing Cross, West End and 
City Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.: Lord Downham, Eccleston Place, Belgravia. 
S.W., chairman, Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd. The board 
shall consist of one authorised representative of each of the companies and 
local authorities who are for the time being members of this company. Until 
such directors are appointed, the subscribers are deemed to be the directors 
of the company. Solicitor: F. С. C. Morris, 40, King Street, Cheapside, Е.С. 


British Non-Ferrous Metals Research Association 
(163,067).— Registered January 2Ist as a company limited by guarantee, not 
formed for profit. The word “limited ” is omitted from the title be licence 
of the Board of Trade. Objects: To promote research and scientific work in 
connection with the study, production, treatment and utilisation of non- 
ferrous metals and alloys, &c. The number of members is unlimited, and each 
member is liabie for not more than £5 in the event of winding up. The 
first members of the Council are: A. J. Bailey (Sir W. II. Bailey & Co.. 
ltd., Salford); T. Bolton (T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd., London); C. Cookson 
(€ ookson & Co., Ltd.. Newcastle-on-Tvnc): J. S. Cornwell, Newton Chambers 
Cannon Street, Birmingham (chairman of Bedstead Manufacturers’ Federa. 
tion); J. N. Earle (Earle, Bourne & Co., Ltd.. Birmingham); S. Evered 
(Evered & Co., Ltl, Smethwick); A. P. M. Fleming (Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrica! Co., Ltd., Trafford Park, Manchester); W. W. Gibbins (Birming- 
ham Battery and Metal (o., I. id.); II. I., Heathcote (Rudge-Whitworth, Ltd 
Sparkhill, Birmingham); H. E. Howard (Stewarts & Llovds, Ltd Halesowen): 
R. S. Hutton (Sheffield Flatware Co. Ltda, J. W. Madeley, 110 Edmund 
Street, Birmingham: С H. Muntz (Muntz's Metal Co., Smethwick); W M 
Morrison (British Aluminium Co., Ltd., London); Z. Pavne (Phosphor Bronze 
Co., Ltd., London); H. L. Reason (J. Russell & Co., Ltd. Rirming dom); F 
Tomlinson (Rroughton Copper Co, lad., Manchester): A. II. М1 Эн. 
Wiggin & Co., Ltd.. Birmingham): A. Н. Wolseles (C. Clifford & Som, Ltd., 
Birmingham). Solicitors: Pinsent & Co., Birmingham. | 55 


Castle Engineering Co., Ltd.— Registered January 23rd. 
Capital, £5,000 іп £1 shares (2,500 preference). To carry on the business of 
mechanical and electrical engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in electric, 
magnetic, telegraphic, telephonic and other appliances, &c. The subscribers 
(cach with one share) are: E. L. Castle, Holly Mount, Station Road, Pendle- 
bury, electrical engineer; F. C. Lomax, Ennerdale, Campbell Road, Swinton, 
cotton manufacturer. The first directors are: E. L. Castle, E. W. Castle, F. 
C. Lomax, and H. Easson (ull permanent). Solicitor: J. Knight, 2, Ridge. 
field, Manchester. 


Accumulators of Woking, Ltd. (163,120).—Private com- 
pany. Registered January 22nd. Capital, £35,000 in £l shares. То take 
over the business of Accomulators, Ltd., and to carry on the business of 
mechanical engineers, machinists, fitters, millwrights, manufacturers of and 
dealers in electrical batteries and accumulators, &c. The first directors are: 
Н. P. Martin, Lingwood, Gower Road, Wevbridge, engineer; H. Fulton, 
Byways, Reckhampstead, general manager: G. H. Handasyde, The Vines, 
West Byfleet; L. C. Rawlence, 40, Sackville Street, W., motor engineer 
Registered office : Maybury Hill, Woking. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF BLECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Drake & Gorham, Ltd. (70,275).—Return dated Decem- 
ber 3rd, 1919. Capital, £125,000 in £1 shares. All shares taken up. £85,000 
paid. £40,000 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, nil. 


Lancashire Power Coustruction Co., Ltd.—Charge on the 
company's undertaking and property present and future, including uncalled 
capital, and certain debentures and shares, registered December 6th, 1919, 10 
secure all moneys duc or to become due from the company to Lloyd's Bank, 
not exceeding £50,000. 


United Kingdom Lighting Trust, Ltd.—Debenture to 


secure all moneys duc or to become due from company to Barclay's Bank, 
ltd., registered December Әла, 1919, charged on the company's undertaking 
and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


CITY NOTES. 


The report for the year ended June, 


British 1919, shows that after deducting £154,727 
Columbia for depreciation, sinking fund, and re- 
Electric Railway пеха, and £1,518 for addition to capital 
Co., Ltd. amortisation fund, the ordinary net re- 


venue from all sources was £224,601, plus 
£138,419 profit on exchange in remittances from Vancouver 
to London and moneys formerly set aside for contingencies 
and now no longer required for such, and £6,055 brought 
forward, making £069,105. Debenture interest absorbs 
£139,447; dividend on the 5 per cent. cumulative perpetual 
preference stock for the year 472,000; dividends, interim and 
final on the preferred ordinary stock, waking 5 per cent. for 
the year, £72,000; 3 per cent. on the deferred ordinary stock, 
£43,200; bonus of 3 per cent. on the deferred ordinary stock, 
£43,900; to be carried forward £6,253. The bonus of З рег 
cent. upon the deferred ordinary stock is an exceptional dis- 
tribution rendered possible this year, as shown by profit on 
exchange in remitting moneys from Vancouver to London, 
and by the appropriation of certain moneys held for contin- 
gencies which, under the altered conditions, the directors con- 
sider may now be safely distributed. In regard to the divi- 
dend of 3 per cent. on the deferred ordinary stock, the direc- 
tors consider that the improvement in local conditions, as 
reflected in the current earnings, is such as to justify reason- 
able hope that a distribution on the deferred stock may be 
maintained. The net earnings of the company for the current 
18 as compared with the year under review, are as fol- 
ows :-— 


1918, 1919. Increase. 

% $ & 
July $36 Sie 19,165 149,109 129,944 
August ecx 88,436 166,808 78.372 
September eee 130.548 181,811 51,263 
October ... Sas 121,326 183,415 59,089 


$362,475 $681,143 $318,668 
*NoTE.—Strike in progress for 11 days during July, 1918. 


The Bill to establish a Public Utilities Commission became 
iaw in March, 1919. Both the terms of the Act and the 
decisions of the Commissioner have shown every indication 
of a desire to treat the company with justice. The Act gives 
a right of appeal from the decision of the Commissioner. 
There is a special clause relating to the 6 cent fare now being 
charged on the Vancouver City lines. The Vancouver City 
Council in Julv, 1918, granted the company the right to charge 
a 6 cent fare for a period of nine months. The Public Utilities 
Act was passed before this period expired and provided for 
the continuance of the 6 cent fare, subject to the company 
being able to satisfy the Connnissioner that such rate was 
just and reasonable. 

The Act also provides that until such proof is furnished to the satisfaction 
of the Commission the amount received. by the company in excess of the five 
cent fare previously charged is to be deposited in a special account іп a 
chartered bank in Vancouver, and that if the rate should be fixed at less 
than six cents the excess amount is to be handed over to the Vancouver 
General. Hospital. Owing to an amendment of the general Railway Act of 
the Dominion of Canada the галак of the company passed from the juris- 
diction of the Province of British Columbia and of the Public Utilities Com- 
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mission to that of the Dominion of Canada and of the Dominion Railway 
Board. but it is anticipated that amending legislation will be passed early 
in 1920 which will place the company's railways again under the jurisdiction 
of the Public Utilities Commission, and the company has joined with the 
local authorities in petitioning for this to be done. When this has been done 
it is expected that an investigation, which was commenced by the Com- 
missioner some time ago to ascertain the correct fare to be charged in Van- 
couver City, but which, owing to the circumstances reported above, has been 
temporarily adjourned, will be resumed, and that an appraisal of all the 
property of the company on the mainland will be made. 


In June, 1919, the employés of the company and of most 
other industries in Vancouver went on strike, not for any in- 
creased wages or any improved conditions, but in sympathy 
with the general unrest which was then prevalent in labour 
circles throughout Canada, particularly in Winnipeg. The 
strike lasted from June 5th to 29th, when the men returned 
to work on the old terms. The revenues of the company on 
the mainland from its railway system were reduced to almost 
nothing during the 24 days that this strike lasted. In August, 
1919, а request was received for a further increase in wages. 
This request was submitted to arbitration, and under the 
arbitration award increases were granted which will cost the 
company a large sum. 

The directors consider that the improved conditions warrant 
a return to the practice of paying the dividend on the 5 per 
cent. cumulative perpetual preference stock half-yearly, as 
before the war, and a half-vear's dividend of 24 per cent. has 
been declared. 

The end of the war and the gradual return to normal condi- 
tions is having a good effect upon the company's revenues. 
In addition to the return of the men who left the Province 
of British Columbia for overseas service. it is stated that a 
large number of men who enlisted in other parts of Canada 
went to British Columbia on being demobilised. 


East London Railway Co.—During 1919: passengers car- 
ried 19,721,929, against 10,569,541, exclusive of eeason-ticket 
holders. State control of railways has operated and continues 
to operate particularly inequitably—inasmuch as while the 
Government absorbs the greatly increased receipts due to 
the electrification of the railway, the company derives no 
benefit therefrom, but on the contrary is responsible for in- 
terest on the amount expended upon the electrification. An 
appeal was made to the Railway Executive Committee asking 
for special consideration, and the secretary replied that the 
Board of Trade were informed that the claim of the company 
was one which should receive the sympathetic consideration 
of the Board of Trade and of the Treasury. 


British Trade Corporation.—The net profit for 1919, after 
payment of all expenses and making provision for depreciation 
of investments and contingencies. amounts to £88,340, plus 
£14,252 brought forward. The directors recommend a divi- 


dend of 8s. per share (subject to tax), leaving £22,592 to be 


carried forward. 


Mather & Platt, Ltd.—A scheme has been prepared for 
capitalising and distributing £450,000 of the undivided profits. 
in the shape of new ordinary shares of £l each. The capital 
is to be increased by £1,500,000 new shares to £2,500,000 ff 
оно to Бе submitted at а meeting on February 3rd аге 
арт 


Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Dividend on 
the 7 per cent. cum. part. preference shares of 7 per cent.. 
being ls. 4.80d. per share, less income tax; on the ordinary 
shares an interim dividend of 10 per cent., being 2s. per 
share, less income tax. 


Metropolitan Railway Co.—.£40,000 is placed to general 
renewals; a dividend at the rate of 14 per cent. per annum 
for the half-year, making Т per cent. for the year, is to be 
paid; and £20,000 is to be carried forward. 


Prespectuses.—Industrial Glass Works, Ltd.—The ‘ist 
closes on February 3rd in an issue of 20,000 10 per cent. cum- 
pref. shares of £1 each at par and 20,000 ordinary shares of 1s. 
each at par.—Messrs. Erinoid, Ltd., have been offering to 
shareholders 100,000 shares of 5s. each at a premium of 5s. 
ach. 


Stock Exchange Notice.—The Committee has ordered the 
undermentioned to be officially quoted :— 

Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd.—360.000 ordinary shares 
of £l each, fully paid, Nos. 598,308 to 958,307. 


Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramway Co., Ltd.— 
Dividend 6 per cent., less tax, on the cum. pref. shares. 
here is put to renewals, depreciation aud reserve £21,259. 
Purchase of funded preferential dividend certificates, £12,837. 


LI 


Carried forward, £1,386. 


Stothert & Pitt. Ltd. — Interim dividend for the past half- 
Year at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, free of tax. 


, Blackpool, St. Annes & Lytham Tramways Co.—Profit 
| 1919 (to October) £10,098; after meeting debenture 
charges, the debit balance carried forward amounts to £37,991. 


Crossley Bros., Ltd.—An issue of 255,000 of the new ordi- 
nary shares is being offered to the existing holders at par. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


THERE is noticeable slackening in Stock Exchange activity, 
although no check to the outpouring of new issues. Probably 
the latter has something to do with the former. The Govern- 
ment's appeal that fresh applicants for money should exercise 
a certain amount of restraint while the subscription lists are 
open for the new 52 per cent. bonds has not had much effect, 
the newcomers sheltering themselves behind the reasonable 
excuse that they bad made their arrangements for issue 
some time before the Government appeal appeared, and that 
they were unable to stop their prospectuses. It may be men- 
tioned, in this connection, that when underwriting is being 
arranged, there is almost invariably a clause to the effect that 
underwriters are only bound to their obligation provided the 
prospectus is issued within a certain period, and the time. as 
a rule, is comparatively close to that on which the under- 
writing is completed, so that it is likely enough that the 
excuse is a valid one in most instances. 

The first Home Railway dividend announceinents exercised 
a chilling effect upon the market for the stocks. The Metro- 
politan repeats its performance of last vear. which has, inci- 
dentally, the effect of throwing into relief the extremely 
meagre vield afforded by the ordinary stock. The East 
London Railway figures are not bad, showing traffic increases 
in passenger and freight traffic, but shareholders get nothing 
out of the improvement, thanks to the arrangement with the 
Government. The Railway Executive has promised that the 
claim of the company to special consideration shall receive 
sympathy, whatever that may mean. 

What is the position of London Tubes тау be a little clearer 
at the end of the week than it is now. Manifestly there is 
something afoot between the Combine and the Ministry of 
Transport: and curiosity stirs itself laxily to ask what is 
likely to happen. The two main questions are: Will the 
Government take over the Tubes? and, Are the fares going to 
be doubled? to which the daily strap-hanger adds a third, 
When shall I get a seat for my monev? Market sentiment is 
reflected in 1 fall in Underground £10 shares, and 3% points 
in the Income Bonds, although such movements might have 
occurred in the general dulness of Home Railways, irrespec- 
tive of the questions surrounding control of the four Tubes, 
three tramway and three omnibus companies concerned in the 
Combine. 

London United Tramways 5 per cent. preference shares of 
£l each stand at two and ninepence, and the 4 per cent. 
debenture stock at 40. South Metropolitan Tramways 4 per 
cent. debenture is quoted 58. Metropolitan Electric Tram- 
ways 44 per cent. debenture stock is, according to the Stock 
Exchange official price, 60 to 63, although business was 
marked at 72 only a week ago, and the company’s 5 per cent. 
debenture stock stands at 734. London and Suburban 
Traction ordinary are a florin apiece, the preference 4s. 6d., 
and the debentures 52 and 71 for 44 per cent. and five's re- 
spectively. Potteries Electric Traction ordinary and prefer- 
ence have come on to the same line at 14s. British Electric 
Tractions are 40} and 034 for ordinary and preference; the 
two debentures have changed hands this year at 82} and 64} 
for firsts and seconds. 

Holders of such stocks and shares may well regard with 
feelings of envy the proprietors of Bombay Electric ordinary. 
We mentioned some time ago that the price rose pounds in 
one day to the neighbourhood of 60. ‘To-day it is £100—in- 
deed. a bargain was marked at 101 on Friday last. Intrinsic- 
ally it is difficult to see that the shares are worth 90. being 
of the nominal value of £10. Last year a dividend of 7 per 
cent. was paid; in the previous twelve months the dividend 
was 9 per cent. The Stock Exchange market refers the rise 
to buying for control. A rise of 5s. lifted the preference to 
14: thev carry 6 per cent. dividend and no participating rights. 
Other Indian tramway shares are quiet, Calcuttas 83, Madras 
preference 4. 

Mexicans mostly retreated further, where they moved at 
all. Mexican Light and Power firsts at 524 are down 34. 
Pachuca Fives are dull at 43, Monterevs at 8314. Mexican 
Electric Light 5 per cent. bonds changed hands at 43% on 
Monday: the deposit receipts at 43. The optimist may be 
pardoned for thinking һе sees a breath of improvement in the 
market. A little encouragement, and prices would be rapidly 
up again. South American Light and Power 5 per cent. regis- 
tered debentures were sold a few days back at 80. Brazilian 
Tractiong continue to give way, and are down to 56. The 
streugth of Anglo-Argentine Tramways vielded to what wae 
termed profit-taking. British Coluinbia Electric stock spurted 
op the dividend declaration; a bonus on the deferred was quite 
unexpected. 

The cable market has turned better, and Western Tele- 
graphs at 174, Eastern ordinary 165}, Anglo-American pre- 
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ferred 90, Chinas and Globes 164 show, with elight im- 
provements, the tendency of the market. United River Plate 
Telephones are higher at 8, but Orientals at 24 parted with 
some of their recent advance. Automatic Telephones reacted 
to 3 5-16. -r»nglo-Portuguese Telephone ordinary hold their 
price at 19s. Marconis continue to be neglected, but Cana- 
dians spurted to 145., while Americans lagged behind at 
30s. 6d. 

Electricity supply shares show scarcely any movements. 
Although the recent Bill had its fangs drawn, a new Bill is 
to be presented next session, in Which the features objection- 
able to shareholders in the companies are likely to be re- 
peated, and already a movement is on foot to protest against 
infringement of the companies’ rates. An interesting regis- 
tration is that of the London Electricitx Joint Connnittee 
(1920), Ltd., with a nominal capital of £50,000 in £1 shares. 
The company is a private one, and the two signatories are 
Mr. W. F. Fladgate and Lord Downham. The objects of the 
company are to prepare schemes with a view to improvement 
of organisation of electricity supply within London, Middlesex 
and adjoining counties or districts. 

Edisons were a little lower at 27s.. and General Electrics 
eased off to 41s. Siemens at 29s. 6d. have reacted a trifle. 
Electric Construction debentures fell 6 to 60. On the other 
hand, Castner-Kellners have risen to 4 owing to an improve- 
ment in Brunner Monds. Henleys are } up at 23, Callenders 
7s. 6d. higher at i and Telegraph Constructions 10s. to the 
good at 97. A fair amount of business is being done in the 
shares of all the manufacturing companies. The rubber 
market continues quiet, with no object of special interest, and 
in the metal markets, rises in gold and tm have drawn re- 


newed attention to the companies concerned with the produc-: 


tion of both. | | | 
SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES. 
mE | Hox ELzOTAICYTY COMPANIES, 
Dividend Price | | 
De, Jan. 27, Yield 
1917, 1918. ба 1920. .Rise or fall, P. o. 


Brompton Ordinary.. 5% we 1 8 833 — £6 16 2 
Charing Cross Ordinary ^ ee ee 4 E] 8 €— 6 18 4 
de. do. . do A Prei. 4 4 22 — 8 8 8 
Chelsea. * ee oe ee ee 5 8 8 —' 6 0 0 1 
онт of one e VET B В Ia — 6 3 1 
lo. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 6 * — — R 6 4. 
County of Londen .. у» w 9 q 9 — i 711 4 

do do. 6 percent. Pref. 8 6 — 6 15 2 
Kensington Ordinary ae We q 6 43 — ..6 8 4 
London Electrio  .. ds .. NH Nil 1 — 

do. do. ũ per cent. Pref... 8 6 — : 17 10 

Metropolitan. . iR eee wee ui b Bx. E 716 10 
do. - 44 рег cent. Pref. .. 4 4 21 — 716 6 
St. James’ and Pall Mall. . 9 10 6 — 8. 6 8 
Routh London ne 32 " 5 b 96 — 712 8 
South Metropolitan Pref. .. ke. 1 1 1 — 700 
Westminster Ordinary ., . 9. 8 bi — 312 5 
| | TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. $ Е 6 6 90 +4 R13 4 
do. Def. З se 14 88% 211 7 1 2 
Chile Telephone ..  .. .. 8 8 el + ё 656 
Cube Zub. Я - КЕ as 1 1 1 - *& 18 4 
Eastern Extension .. T S 8 8 1 ^d *4 18 6 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. . 8. 8 165 41 416 8 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. "" 1 8 16} +h 4 18 6 
do. do. Pref. .. — 6 6 + Ф 6 6 4 
„ Tel. <s ве n за — | ; Ч 9 
ndo-Eüropean we v T — 18 4 
Marconi „ Е . 20 396 4 — ya 6 1 6 
Ortental Telephone Ord. .. .. 16 10 ? — 4 411 6 
United R. Plate Tel. m саш 8 8 R + * Б 0 0 
West India and Panama .. .. M8 1/8 РУ — k 5 9 6 
Western Telegraph.. э» . 8 8 173 + 4 *4 13 9 
Homes Ral a, 
- Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 — 616 9 
Metropolitan m NT 2. 1 1 24 -1 5 1 6 
do. District is .. Ni Ni 21 — Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 28 — i Nil 
do. до. “А” .. Ni Ni 7/6 — Nil 
do. do. Income.. 4 5 833 —34 *619 9 
Foreign Trams, &c. 
Adelaide Sup. 6 per cent. Pref. .. 6 . 6 . 98i — 7 14 10 
Anglo-Arg. ms, First Pref. .. 53 Nil 4 -à e — 
do. do. and Pref... — — Bi — — 

. do. do. 5 Deb. Б 5 6^4 — 712 8 
Brazil Tractions  .. я — — n -3 — 
Bombay Electrio Pref.  .. АЕ 6 6 14 +3 4539 
British Columbia Eleo. Rly. Pfce. 5 5 64 +34 7 15 0 

do. do. Preferrred Nil ei 5 +3 вво 
do. do.  Deferred Nil Nil 55 +3 PNE 
do. do. Deb. "E a 4 64 — 615 0 
Mexico Trams б percent. Bonds. N Nil 46 — Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 85 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Nil Nil 22 — Nil 
do, Pref. ee .. Ni Nil 35 — Nil 
do. Ist Bonds... .. Ni Nil 524 —3À — 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox .. ee ae 15 16 9j — 49 0 
British Aluminium Ord. .. is 10 10 1; — 514 3 
British Insulated Ord. .. ae 25 123 275 — 5 14 2 
Callenders 5% m oe 25 25 + 6 9 10 
[1] е оо ee ee 5 64 47 p 7 2 1 
Castner. Kellner es wis = 25 20 + — 
Crompton Ord. T iie a 7 10 21/6 — 9 6 0 
Edison-Swan, A e T — 10 13 + 7 5 0 

do. do. ö percent. Deb. .. 4 5 — 6 5 9 
Electric Construction ee е 10 10 173 — 8 B R 
Gen. Elec. Pref, Ре ‘o si 6 64 19/- — 6d 6 16 10 

do. Ord. . n 10 10 41/- - 1 / *4 15 3 
Henley .. os v - zs 25 25 21 +è 65 3 
do. 4 Pref. 0 ee еэ ъ° 43 44 84 == 6 4 2 
India-Rubber.. .. ... .. 10 10 16 — 65 0 
Met.-Vickers Pref. .. - T — — . Bi — 5 14 0 
Siemens Ord.. . ee ee ee — 10 29i6 = 6d. *6 18 ü 
Telegraph Con. > ss s 20 20 27 + 3 49 0 


' Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


‘MARKET QUOTATIONS. | gru d 


IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
ia the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances. 


Tuesday, January 27th. 


7 


t 


Latest , Fortnight's. 
CHEMICALS, &c. | Price. Inc. or Dec. 
a Acid, Oxalie . perlib. | |. . 15 . . cake 
а Ammoniac Sal ous zn per ton £95 | ыз 
a Ammonia, Muriate arge crystal) "i £75 
a Bisulphide of Carbon ге ге Т |. -— 895 
а Вогах — Ves ese eve wis: 95 £42 £3 inc. . 
а Copper Sulphate... ee og a £48 i £4 inc. 
a Potash, Chlorate... us s. per lb. IId. 2d. dec. 
а „ Perchlorate . “ 1/8 TA 
a 8hellao ... TM ne P per cwt.: £44 10% inc, 
a Bulphate of Magnesia " .. pet ton £15 See 
в Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers a s | £28 | 
а „ Lump 1 T" е +25 
a Soda, Chlorate per lb. 6d. | 
а „ Crystals t з .. рег ton 170/- 
a Sodium Bichromate, casks e. per lb. Ку | eae: 
i 
! 
METALS. &c. | | 
g Babbitt's Metal Ingots .. . per ton 2118 to £845 | " 
с Brass (rolled metai2" to 12" basis) per lb. 1/34 jd. dec. 
€ „ Tubes (solid drawn)... B a 4 1/64 to 1/7 qd. dec. 
c „ Wire, basis s ^ nas T І 1/34 1 ва. dec. 
с Copper Tubes ‘solid drawn t PA 1/02 id. dec. 
g » Bars (best selected) .. per ton | £167 T 
g » Sheet... sels Аре Ka T, i E167 | ai “teats 
g oe Rod wee eee 5 25 "T 9 £167 * due 
d » (Electrolytic) Bars is » | £125 T М 
d ^ » Sheets eo 4156 ' | 
d $i з Wire Rods. Vi £140 Р 
а. : Н.С. Wire.. per Ib. 1/5à i 
f Ebonite Rod dele wee e. Red ” | 8 / vs 
А Sheet „ Lees „| 2/6 dus 
n German Silver Wire ue bes n 2/9 i : 
h Gutta-percha, fine a: E б, | 13- . | T . 
A India-rubber, Para fine ve үз | 2/714 5 
і Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) .. per ton Nom. PN 
1 4 Wire, galv. No. 8, Р.О. qual. $5 £48 10/- " 
g Lead, English Pig |... ids sa ” £47 15%/ 15/- dec. 
g Mercury... ... - sets per bot. £m 10/- dee 
e Mica (in original cases) small per lb. | 64. to 46 е 
€ » ys » medium.. $5 | 5/- to 10/- 
€ „ i „ large .. РА ! 12/6 to 25/- & up 
g Phosphor Bronze, plain castings vi 1/8 to 2/- 
g is » rolled bars and rods - | 2:2 to 2/6 
g m „ rolled strip & sheet js | 2/8 to 2/9 
d Silicium Bronze Wire .. per lb 1/11 $us 
r Steel, Magnet, in bars per ton " | a 
g Tin, Block (English) - | £387 to £388 £9 to £10 ino. 


„ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 


T im por Ih. 
White Anti- friction Metals 


| 5/- 
per ton | £90 to £845 


Quotations supplied by— · · 
g James & Shakespeare. 
A Edward Till & Co. 
i Bolling & Lowe. 
( Ricbard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd. 
n P. Ormiston & Sons. 
r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


a G. Boor & Co. 

c Thos. Bolton & Bons, Ltd. 

d Frederick Smith & Co. 

e F. Wiggins & Sons. 

India- Rubber, Gutta-Percha and 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


Zinc Smelting.— In a review of the spelter situation in 
The Journal of the Society of Chemical Industry Mr. H. M. 
Ridge says that until conditions improve we are dependent 
on American supplies. Owing to the necessity of preference 
being given to tbe shipment of foodstuffs, wool and other 
essential commodities, zinc ore is being shut out, and there 
seems no prospect of the British or Belgian works being able 
to run their furnaces at full capacity during the coming 
months. | 

During the war zinc swelting was classified as one of the 
important key industries, but no steps have yet been taken 
to make the country self-supporting, although ample supplies 
of ore are available within the Empire. 

In the treatment of zinc concentrates no radically new 
methods have yet proved suitable. Electrolytic precipitation 
has been tried in а number of works in the country. but all 
of these have been shut down, including the Hoepfner pro- 
cess plant at Winnington, froin which such a good product 
was obtained for several years. It 1s interesting to note that 
at the same time electrolysis has been adopted for the new 
plants in Tasmania, Canada, and at one works in the United 
States, but in each of these cheap power is available. 4 The 
demand for high-grade zine will be large in future, but it can 
now be obtained cheaply by new means which were worked 
out during the war. Much progress has been made with 
the electric furnace reduction in Norway, Sweden, and 
France, and the troubles experienced in the condensation of 
the zinc vapour have been largely overcome, but here also 
cheap power is essential. 

Charging the pots in the furnace probably used to be the 
most laborious work of the zine smelter, and this has been 
Overcome with the aid of chargin« maehines. These are 
driven electrically, and are mueh more efficient than hand 
charging, the pots being more uniformly charged and the 
charge denser. The duration of the manouvre is shortened 
bv about two hours. . 

The more extensive use of machinery reduces the nurnber 
of men, and at the same time makes the management nore 


: independent of the skilled workmen. 


нь — 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 158 


VE 
5 VoM, No. 2,201, JANUARY 30, 1920.] T 
— — è 
mir: TRANSFORMERS FOR ELECTRIC FURNACES. 
ЛА 
ШЗ. 
| By J. LINDLEY THOMPSON. M. Sc., A. M. I. E. E. 
| . 
SN o (Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION ok ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 
fie Por | 
ш i i i TET АП leads, high 
is шыстаїс furnaces 10 ‘commercial use at the present time may is possible under a heavy rush of current. „ 0 
MEER ЕЛ кый under four heads: (1) Radiation arc tvpe for and low pressure, should be securely clamped to prevent 
steel; (2) conduction arc type for steel; (3) induction type for movement due to heavy current rushes. | The insulating 
: eel: (4) resistance type for carbide, carborundum and ferro- material should be strong and firmly held in position, being 
а alion. With furnaces under types (1), (2), and (4), trans- assembled with the coils and secured while under pressure. 
21 formers are nearly always required, while type (3) 18 in itself Numerous ventilating ducts should be provided by means of 
41 3 static transformer. suitably arranged spacing blocks between the several coils 
i The induction furnace has not made much progress, and to prevent local heating. Only the H.P. leads required ghould 
Ks this country 18 almost entirely unfamiliar with its service be brought out of the case, the remainder being retained 
- conditions. under oil level. The high-pressure line leads should be 
With both are and resistance furnaces transformers are in brought through indiyidual insulators. The L.P. leads should 
general use. The electrical characteristics of the transformers be increased in section, from two or three inches under oil 
for the two types of furnace differ somewhat, but their con- level, to prevent heating. | | 
struction is on similar lines. Various troubles were ехреп- Self-cooled. transformers should be placed in well-ventilated 
enced: with transformers built to early designs when put chambers with a minimum distance between them of 18 in. 
into operation, and they were briefly as follows: (1) Loss of for sizes up to 1.000 K.v.^. and 94 in. for larger 812e8. They 
à LP. voltage across the arc due to bad lay-out of leads, or to should be kept clean, easy of access, and be placed as near 
55 reactance values of the transformers being too high. (2) to the furnace as possible and symmetrical, with а reproo 
it Failure of insulation of switchgear and transformer terminals barrier between them and the furnace. Unskilled attention 
ч on the H.P. side due to the heavy auto-transformer effect in has been the cause of serious trouble. The r.P. leads shou 
consequence of the large range of voltage. (3) Mechanical be as near together as possible, and interleaved for currents 
damage to coils in the transformers due to frequent current- higher than 5,000 amperes. 
rusbes. (4) Unbalanced voltages on the 1. p. side of Scott- Transformers for furnace work are manufactured of both 
connected transformers due to unscientific design. (5) Failure the core and shell-type construction, and both are giving good 
of transformers due to bad housing, unskilled operation, an service. | | 
heavy overloads. With the experience of the past few years Up to the present time, electric steel furnaces have been 
9: | jee 
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2" Fra. 1.—SINGLE-PHASE, 1,950-K.v.A., SHELL-TYPE F'URNACE Fic. 2.—SINGLE-PHASE, 1,950-K.v.4., 
li SHELL-TYPE FURNACE 


TRANSFORMER; 14 TURNS ON . T. WINDING. | 
| TRANSFORMER, WITH L.T. BoosTFR. 


and a careful study of the conditions of service on site, the designed and built for dealing with quantities up to about 
above causes Of £rouble have been practically eliminated. 15 tons, but the future will demand larger sizes up to 30 or 
Since the steel furnace is that which is most common and 40 tons' capacity. Taking the kilovolt-amperes required per 
causes most criticism, itis with transformers for this condi- ton at 900, then transformer groups of 6,000 to 8,000 K. V. A. 
tion of service that the author mainly deals. will be required. The problem of transforming this amount 
| um of three L.T. pres- of power is not unreasonable, since power transformers for 

dealing with much larger capacities have been manufactured. 


Furnaces in general require minim | 
sures for use at different stages of production. The trans- 
1 alternatives whereby this increased power 


formers must be provided with a certain amount of reactance There are severa 

for steadying the arc and reducing the rush of current to safe can be supplied to the furnace: (1) Power can be increa 

values in the transformer windings and supply mains. This by increasing the currents at the present voltage values, and 
external. It 1s necessary to subdividing this current into two or more parallel paths 


windings, through the furnace. With an 8,000-&.v.4. furnace at 85 volts 
dvisable, to the bath, over 47,000 amperes per phase for a two-phase, and 
over 31,000 amperes for a three-phase furnace will be required. 
ts can be designed 


reinforce heavily the end turns of the high-pressure 
also extra insulation between the remaining turns 18 а 


especially where tappings are brought out. The tappings 
inti should be on the H.P. side, for due to the Transformers for dealing with such curren 


for voltage variation 

few turns on e L.P. side, correct voltages cannot readily be and manufactured but only the furnace designers can give 

obtained. The switch gear problem 18 also simplified by the expert opinion on the possibility of providing for the numerous 
he middle of the electrodes in the roof structure of the furnace. (2) Power 


use of H.P. tappings, which should be in t 

winding. The ratio of iron to copper loss is not important. can be increased by raising the voltage between the electrode 

i ted in parallel should be so placed that they and the bath. The possibility of this suggestion is dependent 

ded under all conditions of service. The trans- on the roof lining of the furnace. Here again is a problem 
for the furnace designer, as the transformers present no diffi- 


of sound mechanical construction with its t І t 
ted in all directions in which movement culties. (3) The third alternative, that of increasing the 
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number of phases, seems to be the one favoured by furnace 
designers. Up to the present time, the author is under the 
impression that in this country the maximum number of 
phases used in a steel furnace hae been three. Furnaces for 
four, six, and eight phases have been designed and various 
transformer connections suggested and patented to obtain 
these requirements. None of these, however, has had, as far 
as the author is aware, any practical commercial trial up to 
the present. | 

The practical limit of size for an electric furnace will, in 
the author's opinion, be a compromise between all three 
alternatives and will depend on: (1) The maximum current 


that can possiblv be carried per electrode. (9) The maximum: 


Voltage that can be sustained across the arc without destroy- 
ing the roof. (3) The maximum number of electrodes that 
can be installed without danger to the roof. | 

The fundamental principles underlying the design of large 
furnace transformers are the same as those in power trans- 
formers, but due to the large currents, special reactance and 
possible intricate connections, special attention must be given 
to their design. In a straight transformer the designer's chief 
problem is the arrangement of the parallel low-preasure con- 
ductors. ' | 2 | 

This is more difficult of solution the larger the size of the 
unit and the higher value of current to be catered for. As the 
size of unit becomes larger, the core section becomes greater, 
and consequently the L.P. turns become few in number, which 
is more pronounced with shell-type than with core-type trans- 
formers, for considering the same size of unit the section of 
the shell is generally inuch larger than that of the core type 
for economical proportions of active material. In large shell- 
type transformers, the choice of the number of L.P. turns 
often lies between one and two. If one turn is used, then 
a large iron section is necessary; or if two be used, a large 
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weight of copper is required, while neither will give econoinic 
proportions of active materia] and minimum losses. If one 
and a half türns be used, as described in the author's patent 
No. 131,026, a proportion of active material nearer to the 
economical value can be obtained (fig. 1). | 

In order to simplify the design and manufacture of furnace 


transformers, and especially those for heavy currents, it is 


desirable to increase the number of L. p. coils in parallel, thus 
reducing the reactance value of the transformer. A trans- 
former of low reactance, while satisfactory for resistance 
furnaces, 1s unsafe for arc furnaces, hence the transformer 
reactance would have to be supplemented by an external 
reactance in either the L.P. and н.р. side. An ideal trans- 
former would also be one as simple as possible having no 
tappings. If voltage variation on ће L. p. side is required, this 
would be obtained by means of a regulating transformer 
(fig. 3). a booster (figs. 2 and 4)), or an induction regulator. 
Furnace transformers and the alternative auxiliaries above 
mentioned are suitable for all types of furnace, since the 
reactance being external can be varied at will or cut out. 
The ideal furnace transformer is, in the author's opinion, 
a simple transformer of one voltage ratio with a moderate 
reactance. The necessary auxiliaries for voltage requirements 
and safe working are, an external reactance on the line side of 
the high-pressure winding, a regulating transformer, a booster 
transformer, or an induction regulator for voltage variation. 
A great deal has been said on various occasions concerning 
the heavy stresses to which furnace transformers are subjected. 
While this in a measure 1з true, it should not be interpreted 
to mean that the inechanical forces exerted on the transformers 
are of extremely high value, but that during operation fre- 
quent and repeatéd stresses.of a moderate value are exerted. 
These stresses take place frequently during the melting period, 
and are brought to bear on the coils and leads. 
A 2,000-K.v.a., 25-period, single-phase, shell-type transformer, 


ing a reactance of 7 per cent., will, if short-circuited 
dir across its secondary leads, w а current of approxi- 
mately 14.3 times its full-load current to flow provided the 
supply voltage is maintained. This current brings a mechani- 
stress to bear on the coils in an axial direction of approxi- 
mately 60 tons. If the transformer is supplying a furnace and 
during the melting period (power factor 0.8) is short-circuited 
by the electrode coming into direct contact with the bath, the 
short-circuit current that will flow will be 1.6 times full load 
since the reactance in circuit is 60 per cent., i. e., 7 per cent. 
in the transformer+53 per cent. in the furnece lay-out. The 
mechanical stress due to this current is approximately 0.3 ton 
on the coils in an axial direction. If the short-circuit occurs 
during the molten period, i.e., power factor=0.9, the short- 
circuit current is 2.3 times full load, for the reactance in 
circuit is now approximately 43.5 per cent., t.e., 7 per cent. in 
the transformer and 36.5 per cent. in the furnace and lay-out. 
This current brings a mechanical stress of approximately 
0.8 ton on to the coilg in an axial direction. The figures of 
stress are those on the coil surface. | 
The satisfactory operation of electric furnaces is not de- 
pendent solely on the transformers being of correct design 
and sound construction, but also on the relative positions of 
transformers and furnace and the heavy current connections 
between them. The effects of a bad lay-out are chiefly : Low 
operating power factors, hence inefficient working and a 
possible loss of useful working voltage. Heating up of leads, 
clamps, and cables. Unbalancing of voltages on the furnace 


F FFP 
S pone CORE нде 
=e ee ee ЫЕ 
0 A e e ISIS RENT 
V: CARN реле 
RON VF 
pf! STEE uel 
n == NS CE I EE! 
е, ень чи VF SEG RES RITES 
* AN 5 „ 
ШИА AN S ORBE г — — . REC ые — 
LA EUMD a з е pem e сатани 
E mam. Vin VD е E — — 
1 „=км=т b 
g EN рата автана етар 
cam DN SEES poi 
— 
. — —̃ 
LS Ts — „8000 cons oufput at all LI voltages | 
„ß 
Se um. — e 
с 88 | 
— 0 32,000 » = „ * 
| —.— — — ue e ` 1 | ` 
* 5 „„ 
250 5% 90 1500. 200 2500 3000 
Nominal KVA ratings 


m 
ә C E 
UE 
an 


E N 
e ШЕ ЖЫ НЕ БЕ ЖК 
N 
A — 
. 
NASE 


5 per nominal КУА. 


„ E E дс ш eta at tage 
Й = — шор, * 6600 - a ағ ° ы 
NS Lo D Lo I—5^z2000 . current • 
„з 44: ~ 6600 © œ 
— . U 22,000 е 
— a e auem 


“го 
250 500 1000 І 2000 12500 000 
Nominal КХА ratings " 


Fia. 5. WEIOHT AND PRICE PER NOMINAL k. V. A. RATED OUTPUT 
FOR SINGLE-PHASE, OIL-INSULATED, SELF-COOLED FURNACE TRANS- 
FORMERS WITH L.P. RANGE Or 1 TO 1.31. 


and unbalanced load currents and phase relation on the 
supply side of the transformers. The chief cause of lay-out 
trouble is that the inductance of the leads on the low-pressure 
side between the transformers and the furnace is either too 
high or unequal in the different phases. 

In order to reduce the possibility of a heavy choking effect 
and unbalanced voltages, the following suggestions will be 
helpful: (1) The transformer or transformers should be placed 
as пеат to the furnace as possible, so that the heavy I.. P. leads 
may be of mmimum length. (2) The L. P. leads of the various 
phases should be symmetrically placed with respect to tbe 
transformers and furnace. This is essential so that the leads 
of each phase may be of approximafely the same length, and 
also that the area enveloped in each phase should be equal and 
hence the inductance of each phase equal. (3) The area 
between the positive and negative L.P. leads should be as small 
as possible, and also that between phases, in order that the 
inductance may be а minimum or of a practicable value. (4) 
The L. p. leads for heavy currents (above 5,000 amperes) should 
be in multiple and interleaved from the transformer to a point 


. as near the furnace us possible. This will keep the inductance 


down to a low value and make that of each lead approximately 
the same, thus ensuring that each parallel lead takes its proper 
share of the load. (5) The heavy current leads should not be 
run near any heavy magnetic structure such as girders or 
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supporting columns, unless both the positive’ and negative 
leads are гів together and interleaved. (6) No magnetic 
material should form a closed circuit around any positive or 
negative conductor, or heavy currents will be induced im that 
circuit. Ihe positive and negative: conductors interleaved 
шау be run through a magnetic circuit. - Clamps for heavy 
current leads should be of non-magnetic material. a 

From the point of view of lay-out, it is possible that a 
maximum current limit will be reached for satisfactory opera- 
tian. This limit is suggested by the fact that with heavier 
currents more Jatitude 1s required as regards loop area for 
the accommodation of the leads, and especially 1s this the 
case Where they become flexible so аз to allow movement 
of the electrode and the flexibles attached to them. 

The 2.000-K. V. 4. furnace transformer already referred to 
under the best Working conditions has an Operating power 
factor of 0.92. The lay-out then has an inductive drop of 
approximately 39 per cent. for a current of 23,500 amperes 
at a terminal voltage of 85. This inductive drop can be split 
up into transformer inductive drop of 7 per cent. and lay-out 
inductive drop of 32 per cent. Ihe above figures are those 
für an average case and represent a fairly good lay-out that 
cannot be much improved. Now suppose the transformer, 
leads, and furnace be replaced by one of 5,000 K. v. A. the 
transformer having the same reactance value of 7 per cent. 
Taking the lay-out to be similar to the 2,000 E. v. A. unit, but 
of heavier copper section, the loop area the same, though in 
practice it would have to be larger, then the following would 
result. The load current is now 58,800 amperes with a ter- 
ininal voltage of 85. This will cause an inductive drop of 
32 * 58. N 0/ 2,500 = 80 per cent. or a total of 87 per cent. ap- 
proximately, including the transformer. This results in the 
voltage across the furnace being only 49 per cent. of the ter- 
minal voltage, ?.e.. 41.6 volts and an operating power factor of 
0.49. Thus although, for the same type of lay-out, the k. v. A. 
output has been increased from 9,000 to 5,000, i.e., 150 per 
cent., the power factor has dropped from 0.92 to 0.49, and 
the energy has only been increased from 1,840 to 9,450 KW., 
ur 33 per cent. Actual experiences similar to the above 
example are not uncommon, and point to a limitation of 
furnace size on account of limitations in lay-out. In other 
words, a lay-out suitable for a 2,000 K. v. A. unit is not suitable 
for a 9,000 K.v.4. unit. 

The inefficient results given in the example above may be 
partially overcome by increasing the voltage on the L.r. ter- 
ininals, so that the resultant voltage across the furnace may 
be equal to that for the smaller unit. For the 2,000 K. vA. 
unit the terminal voltage is 85 and the furnace voltage 0.92 
of 85, ie., 78.2 (neglecting resistance drop), while for the 
5,000 k.v.4. unit the furnace voltage is only 0.49 of 85, or 
41.6 volts. Now suppose the terminal voltage of the 2,000 
R. V. A. unit be 101 instead of 85, the load current would be 
then reduced to 49,500 amperes. The inductive drop in the 
lay-out would be 32 49,500/23,50085/100=56.6 per cent. 

The total inductive drop would be 74-56.6-03.6 per cent., 
and so the operating power factor would be 0.77 and the 
voltage across the furnace 0.77 & 101 77.8 volts. As a result 
of Increasing the terininal voltage, the increasing of the k. v. A. 
rating from 2,000 to 5,000 has increased the power from 1,840 
to 3,800 NV, i. e., 109 per ceut., which is an improvement as 
against increased current only. It will be noticed, however, 
that the power factor has fallen from 0.92 to 0.77, which is a 
low figure, and points te the limitation of current capacity and 
lay-out already suggested. 

The cost and weight of furnace transformers are dependent 
on the maximum r.p. current aud the voltage variation re- 
quired, apart from the variables of voltage and frequency. In 
general, the furnace transformer K.V.A. rating is a figure much 
below that for a power transformer of the same weight. 

Approximate prices and weights are given in the curves (fig. 

for transformers whose voltage variation is obtained by 
means of tappings. For furnace transforiners complete with 
boosters or regulating transformers, the prices would have 
to be increased 10 to 15 per cent. 

In conclusion the author wishes to express his thanks to 
Messrs. The Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co. for their as- 
sistance in the preparation of this paper. 


Discussion IN LONDON. 


Мк. II. M. Savers described furnace transformers as carica- 
tures of power transforiuers; the conditions to be fulfilled 
Were abnormal, and the design, therefore, differed a good deal 
from that of ordinary transformers. In the early days the 
specifications to which designers had to work were unnatural 
as the necessary conditions were not known. Furnace trans- 
formers Were very similar to those used for resistance welding, 
ошу in the latter the ratio of turns to current was still more 
exaggerated. It was now the practice in many cases for the 
Whole of the welding apparatus, including the transformer, to 

designed by one person, and in the speaker's opinion it 
%аз Very desirable for this method to be adopted also in the 
сазе of furnace transformers. With regard to voltage regula- 
ton em the low-pressure side, the rational 1nethod was un- 
doubtedly by means of a booster as described by the author; 
this would help also to keep up the power factor. The author 
‘Prrently preferred to keep to one flux path, but the speaker 
thought it would be advantageous to split it up. This would 


possibly increase the iron and copper, but it would make 
2 a better disposition of the leads. Amongst other ad- 
vantages would be that of better cooling; a larger tank would 
have to be provided, but that would improve the circulation 
of the oil. The preference for the shell type of transformer 
from the designer's point of view, as well as from that of 
price, could be readily understood, but the operating engineer 
would favour the core type on account of the greater facilities 
for inspection and repair of coils. With regard to the future, 
they would require capacities of not 6,000, but more like 
60,000 k. v. A, in a lump, not, of course, supplied by one trans- 
former. ; | | 
MOR A: M. Tayror thought the paper most useful in 
thut it explained in such detail the exact Jocation of the 
reactance in the secondary circuit. It appeared, from the 
figures given, that a serious short-circuit on the secondary 
side comparable with those which might obtain in power 
transformers, could not take place, at any rate in the furnace 
itself. This seemed to be at variance with other statements. 
If the primary of the booster (or better, of an additional 
booster) were connected across the phase in advance 
of that to which the main transformer was connected, an 
E.M.F. would be injected into the main transformer circuit 
which could be arranged to bring the power factor of that 
circnit up to unity at the expense of the power factor of the 
rimary circuit of the said booster. There would һе no 
dvantage in such an arrangement unless a separate feeder 
were available to carry back the lagging current to the 
generating station. In such a case a special motor-driven 
generator could be provided to supply ths wattless current 
fór the whole svstem. The advantage of this would be that 
the regulation on the principal system, to which lights and 
motors were connected, would be greatlv improved, as the 
principal system could be worked at unity power factor. He, 
the speaker, bad experimentallv proved the complete practi- 
cability of passing 50-period currents over the conductors of 
a 25-period system, with complete non-interference of the 
two systems; hence, by installing 25-period generators, an 
existing 50-period system could link up with a neighbourin 
95-period system, and at the same time take on a 25-peri 
load, or vice-versa. 

Mn. S. E. FEDDEN contragulated the author on his paper, 
which contained much useful information, as did also his 
other paper on power transformers, recently read at Leeds.* 
His experience at Sheffield had been that all н.т. tappings had 
proved a failure, especially with Scott-connected transformers; 
they had broken down and resulted in flash-overs. | With 
regard to the author's statement that they would in the 
future require transformers of 8,000 K.v.4. capacity, the 
speaker thought it would be preferable to employ four units 
of 2,000 K.v.a. each instead of one, as experience at Sheffield 
had taught Шеш that it was advisable to divide up the trans- 
formers. The lay-out was a matter of very much importance; 
the first furnace installed at Sheffield when started up, 
although all instruments showed full load, received very little 
power at the electrodes, and the cause was only discovered 
bv someone leaning up against an iron girder, near which 
the leads passed, and nearly burning himself. The intricate 
Scott and double-Scott connections referred to in the paper 
were entirely unnatural, and surely anything that went 
against nature would never prove satisfactory. The author's 
method of regulation by means of a booster was certainly 
much more desirable than the employment of tappings. With 
modern means of regulation no trouble should be experi- 
enced through furnace disturbances. At Sheffield thev had 
had fluctuations of as much as 6,000 KW. several times a 
minute, and although when one machine only was run 
difficulty was experienced, it was found that when four or 
more machines were on load it was possible to entirely dis- 
pense with the regulators; the machines regulated them- 
selves quite satisfactorily. | 

Mn. R. G. МЕКСЕВ explained that in the early days trouble 
was caused by the transformer makers and furnace users not 
appreciating the conditions to be fulfilled, and the stresses 
hable to occur in transformers. In the past, transformers of 
a much too small K.v.A. capacity had been installed by the 
users, they being encouraged. to do so by the transformer 
makers guaranteeing the transformers to work satisfactorily 
under considerable overloads for long periods. This was a 
great mistake, and bad policy, as the conditions to be fulfilled 
were entirely different to. those of ordinary power supply. 
To-day, however, new conditions obtained, and with auto- 
matie voltage control the old troubles could be entirely 
avoided. ‘The firn with which he was at present connected 
had installed the largest eleetric furnace im the country, of 
15 tons capacity, and it worked perfectly. Freedom from 
surges Was entirely due to the automatic regulator which 
took care of the melting stages. When users installed too 
sinall transformers they got what was known as heat drain- 
ing back ov to the transformers, which resulted in a rise 
in temperature and sludging of the oil. He had kuown 
cases where transformers had been nearly destroved by thia 
pumping.“ and they had only just been saved in tine. 

Dr. S. P. SMITH inquired why it was desired to have the 
reactance in the transformer itself, was it a question of sate- 
guarding it? There were many reasons why the core {уре 
of transformer was preferable: in the case where 14 coils 
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were employed, would it not be possible to make them con- 
centric? It was rather a surprise to hun to hear the use of 
sandwich coils advocated, as they would thereby have higher 
reactance, also would not the proposed booster result in a 
higher reactance? 

Mk. J. В. Соме thanked the author for his very fine paper. 
The core type of transformer had, in his opinion, only one 
advantage, and that was the facility for carrying out repairs. 
It would have added much to the value of the paper ar the 
author had included more figures concerning efficiency, &c., 
of shell-type transformers. The problem of large transformers 
would, he thought, have to be faced; in the future large 
furnace Installations the difficulties and cost of transmitting 
power to the site would be considerable. He had recently 
worked out figures in this connection, and had found that 
A of 11,000-volt cable and switch gear would be very 

igh. 

MR. J. LixpLEY ТНОМРЗОК, in reply, agreed that designers 
laboured under a great disability in the early days. The ques- 
tion of lay-out was of the most importance, but although he 
made attempts to be allowed to design the original lay-out 
аз well as the transformers, it had never been agreed to. 
Faults entirely due to the lay-out were often placed on the 
shoulders of the transformer designers. In one case the 
transformers were stated to be the cause of the plant having 
a power factor of only 0.6, but when certain alterations had 
been made to the lay-out the P.F. at once rose to 0.8. With 
regard to the suggestion that the tappings should be made at 
the neutral point, a large percentage of furnaces worked 
on 2-phase, and there was, therefore, no neutral point, also 
they had to balance on the L.T. side. The use of 14 turns in 
the transformer was in reality the equivalent of splitting up 
the flux path. The failure of shell-type transformers was very 
much less than that of the core type. During the war hbe 
had seen a shell-type transformer that had taken so long to 
deliver that on arrival it was green with mould. No difficulty 
was experienced in thoroughly drving it out, and it had 
since worked for 12 months satisfactorily. 
difficulty in working electric furnaces at supply frequencies of 
from 25 to 60 cycles per sec., but the users maintained that 
the best results were obtained at 50 cycles. Personally he 
did not like Scott connections; they were not scientific, and 
with them were so many things to think of, that a small slip 
might easily be made that would result in disaster. Trans- 
formers had been known to burn out due to bad handling of 
the furnace and to unequal loading of the two halves of the 
transformer. There was always much to be learned from 
failures, and the present-day transformer was the result of 
failures in the past. With regard to the statement that 
transformers with 14 turns had been in use for some years, 
all he could say was that the Patent Office did not seem to 
have any knowledge of the fact. 


FAILURES OF TURBO-GENERATORS, AND 
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


\ 


ON January 13th Mr. J. Shepherd's paper was discussed һу 
the NORTH-WESTERN CENTKE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS at Manchester. An abstract of the paper was con- 
cluded in our last issue. 

Mr. J. S. Peck said that there were more troubles in the 
early days of turbo-alternators than there were to-day. The 
method of bracing in general use was such that an alternator 
might be short-circuited across its terminals with a very 
small distortion of the windings. His firm had found it better 
tu use sweated joints for the end connectors than machine- 
welded joints; it was extremely diflicult to tell whether a. weld 
was perfect or not. Their general practice had been not to 
laminate the stator bars so finely as some makers had done, 
but to transpose the bars inside the slot, so that each bar 
occupied a symmetrical position in the slot. In that case the 
ends of these conductors in parallel could be sweated together. 
Thus far no thoroughly satisfactory fireproof insulation. had 
been found for the end winding; the use of automatic devices 
which, in the event of trouble occurring jn the alternator, 
would instantly disconnect the machine from the busbars and 
at the same time break the field was becoming general, and 
where this was done the damage was generally something 
which could be repaired in a very short time. With regard 
to Mr. Shepherd's proposed water-cooling system, he foresaw 
manv difficulties. It was extremely difficult to insulate the 
windings so that they could be clamped against the supports. 
Welded joints were very treacherous things. Once the joint 
started leaking in a machine of this kind disaster was almost 
certain to result. He would have a great hesitancy in at- 
tempting to build a machine with hundreds of joints which 
must be watertight. | 

Dr. Mines WALKER said that in applying water cooling to 
stators the fundamental difficulty was that one had a per- 
fectly closed inetal pipe. ‘The only way was to break up the 
water-cooling system with insulated sections, and when one 
did that one immediately got a troublesome joint. Water 
cooling of stators would probably come in the future, but 


There was no 


its application to the end connectors was a very difficult 
problem. With regard to the saving effected, it would aur. 
prise him if they could get £17,000. 

Mr. SHEPHERD gave the exact figures: 5 per cent. logs on 
а 10,000-kW. machine represented 303 tons of coal per annum, 
worth at to-day's prices £757. At 6 per cent. compound in. 
terest for 15 years that represented 417,500. 

Mn. SILLS, referring to the side slip of rotor coils, said that 
the coils must be imost accurately formed, so that they 
actually occupied the radial position in running, otherwise 
stresses were set up. All inanufacturers now made sure that 
there was going to be no movement after the set was put into 
operation. With regard to the lamination of the stator, the 
troubles in the past were in some respects due not only to 
the failure of the Jig rooin, but also to faulty erection, owiny 
to the assembling of a machine on site when really it ought to 
be done under skilled supervision. With a really first-class tool 
room they could turn out first-class jigs and dies to get over 
the trouble. The stator might be heated while being built, 
three or four tines if necessary. This took time, but it got over 
the loose cores. The latest idea in one machine was to use 
cast steel instead of the usual cast iron at the end of the 
core. It seemed advisable not only to have a wet-air filter, 
but also a dry-air filter between the machine and the wet-air 
filler. The dry one need not be of the large size that it was 
at present. | 

Mr. G. A. JUHLIN said he had never met a case where side 
slip had occurred in a properly designed rotor. With regard 
to the question of air dampers, they were gradually moving 
in the direction of using a closed air circuit. In such a case, 
if a breakdown occurred in a stator winding and fire took 
place, the oxygen in the air would soon be used up, and the 
air would not support the fire. Recent tests made on large 
generators indicated an extraordinarily uniforin temperature 
all along the core. Attempts were being made by means of 
thernio-couples to show what the internal temperatures of 
the machines actually were. Loose cores were à thing of the 
past. Recent information showed that mica insulation on 
the bars would withstand very much higher temperatures 
than those indicated in the paper. He thought that full ap- 
preciation had not been given to the fact that the greatest 
drop of temperature took place in the insulation and in the 
air spaces. A small air space would give an enormous tem- 
perature drop. It was an exceedingly difficult thing to get 
close contact between the supports of the coils and the coils 
themselves. A great thickness of insulation would be re- 
quired on the end connections in the author's design, and 
in all probability the temperature would be higher than in 
an air-cooled machine. Another very serious difficulty intro- 
duced by the coil supports was the question of expansion. 

MR. H. C. Lams said that in a modern station equipped 
with the best bethods of heating feed water the saving on 
the coal consumption due to the recovery of heat from the 
generator would amount to something less than half of one 
per cent. Cloth filters gave a great deal of trouble in cleaning 
and renewing the cloth, which very soon rotted, and wet 
filters had high maintenance costs, so that the water-cooled 
шасе was certainly the ideal; but he thought Mr. Shepherd 
had given an exaggerated importance to the dangers and 
troubles which existed with air-cooled machines. He had 
looked up the records of certain turbo-generator plant with 
which he had been connected for a number of years, which 
had grown during the last eight years from 20,000 KW. to 
100,000 kw. During that period there had only been two 
cases of faults on stator windings, and in no case could the 
fault be attributed really to the alternator itself. In one 
instance the turbine thrust block gave way; the set was 
automatically cut off from the bars, the field current was cut 
off, and the damage done was trifling. In the second instance 
through an accident some steam was turned into the air 
intake, and naturally the alternator broke down. Again the 
damage was repaired in a very short time. In that period 
of eight vears there had been two rotor faults. In one case 
the rotor went to earth. It was during the war, and the 
machine could not be spared; it ran on for two years with 
an earth on the winding. When it was eventually sent away 
for repair, it was found that the fault was due to the winding 
moving in a slot, and of course it had to be rewound. The 
other rotor fault was also quite a sinall matter of insulation 
breakdown on the end turns. These generators, ten m 
number, had manv times been on short circuit, in some cases 
on short-circuit direct on to the busbars, but so far as they 
had been able to discover, never in any case had any winding 
suffered on account of short-circuit. 'They could never trace 
any movement of the coils or the end connections. They 
simply found it necessary to clean the winding, clean out all 
the ventilation slots, and revarnish the machine. If he car- 
ried the period back to ten vears he would have to admit 
four more cases of stator fault. One of those was due to à 
defective joint. The other three faults were МП due to the 
burning out of the cotton insulation between the turns of the 
winding. In a low-speed plant of 1,700 xw. over a period o 
15 vears the number of faults which occurred was really very 
great, there must have been during that time 40 or 50 stator 
faults. That was entirely due to the cotton insulation on 
the turns of the winding in the slots. During eight years 
the maintenance costs for plant which was now 100,000 Kw. 
worked out at 0.3d. per 1,000 kw.-hours. In comparison with 
that the maintenance cost of a Jaw-speed generator for 
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years worked out at lid. per 1,000 kw.-hours—five times as 
inuch. 

Mr. Н. БВАТСИЕЕЕ, referring to reactance, thought the cor- 
rect thing was to have a moderate amount of reactance in 
the machine, from 10 to 15 per cent., and in addition, suit- 
ably to divide the system either by reactances between the 
bus-bar sections or between the bus-bar section and the tie 
bar. Heavy short-circuit currents resulted in the creation of 
strong magnetic fields in the reactance portion of the circuit, 
accompanied by an enormous mechanical force on the con- 
ductors forming that portion of the circuit. Therefore there 
should be some advantage in removing that reactance field 
and the resulting strains from the machine, and transferring 
thein to а device which had been designed especially to deal 
with these matters. Machines should be designed so that 
internal faults invariably developed or started as faults to 
earth instead of faults between phases. If they could ensure 
that, the protection of machines would immediately be very 
much simplified, and consequently the protection of the 
svstein as well. | 

Mr. J. A. Kuyser said that there was no difficulty in cooling 
large stators. In the case of a rotor, the temperature rise 
might be, say, 100 deg. Of these 100 deg., quite 70 deg. or 
М) deg. were taken up in the insulation. By water cooling 
the temperature rise might be, say, 5 deg., and the total 
temperature would be reduced from 100 deg. to 75 deg. or 85 
deg. To get the full benefit from water cooling it would be 
advisable also to reduce the heat of the insulation. This could 
be done perhaps by increasing the number of slots in the 
rotor. Another possibility was to use oil cooling instead of 
water cooling, and to bring the oil in direct contact with the 
copper. Cooling water was, of course, subject to centrifugal 
forces, and hydrostatic pressure would be created in the 
cooling water, amounting to as much as 1,000 lb. per sq. in. 
As regarded the stator conductors, he agreed that the lamina- 
tions should not be carried any further than was absolutely 
necessary to reduce the heating to a reasonable value. He had 
xot good results with a system of radial ventilation. The tem- 
perature of the stator was taken the whole length of the 
core; the maximum teinperature was 88 deg., or far more 
than 50 per cent. in excess of the average temperature. 

MR. C. BAUMANN said the author claimed a saving of heat 
worth £17,000; it was not £17,000 but £1,700. The heat 
in the alternator was heat at a very low temperature, of 
very little use. | 

Mr. SHEPHERD, in reply. pointed out that all the drawings 
which showed water cooling must be taken as diagrams and 
not working drawings. It was wonderful to think that 
new type of machinery, which 20 years ago no one would buy. 
had in 15 years put on one side the high-class low-speed 
engines for which Lancashire was so famous. The high-speed 
alternator had developed faster in 15 wears than the low- 
speed engine developed fn 50 years. With regard to welded 
against sweated joints, if they could get a construction so 
that they could join the conductors turn by turn. he thought 
a fusion-welded joint waa better than any sweated joint. 
The idea of the paper was to suggest other ways of looking 
at alternator design in the near future than the present 
methods, and fusion-welding was used every dav for methods 
of construction as difficult as any proposed in the paper. The 
heat which they would save from a machine was a secondary 
matter; nobody would introduce water cooling in turbo- 
generators from the point of view of recovering the heat. 
The problem was to build a stronger machine, a better 
machine, a machine which should be fireproof, and one 
which would allow the user to have some idea of what was 
going on within it. 
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TRADE STATISTICS OF AUSTRALIA. 


THE following figures, showing the imports of electrical and 
allied goods into Australia during the twelve months ending 
June 30th, 1918, are taken from the recentlv-issued official 
trade statistics. The figures for 1913, being the last normal 
year of trade, have been given for purposes of comparison, 
and notes of increases or decreases have been added. . The 
1916-17 figures were published on p. 430 of our issue of Novem- 
ber Ist, 1918. 


: 1913. 1917-8. Inc. or Dec. 

Gas and oil engines.— £ 4 £ 
From United Kingdom 145,000 . 19,000 — 136,000 
» United States 38,000 71,000 + 39.000 

4, Sweden m 2,000 2,000 ex 
» Other countries 4,000 9,000* + 5,000 
Total 192,000 100,000 — 92,000 

* Canada £9,000. 
Portable and traction engines.— 

From United Kingdom 87,000 5,000 — 82000 
» United States 56,000 9,000 — 47,000 
Total. . 149000 14, — 129,000 


1913. 
£ 


1917-8. 


Dynamo-electric machines up to 200 h.p., static 


transformers, coila, &c.— 


From United Kingdom 168,000 
„ Italy Ess S M 5,000 
» Sweden zu PS 9,000 
„ United States . . 154,000 
„ Other countries 57,000 

Total 393,000 


* Germany £48,000. 


Inc. or Dec. 
£ 


- 


Dynamo-electric machines over 900 h.p. and parts.— 


From United Kingdom " 56,000 
„ United States г 


Total 


88 


22,000 


Regulating, starting, and controlling apparatus.— 


From United Kingdom 26,000 
„ United States 39,000 
„ Otber countries 9,000“ 

Total 74,000 


| * Germany 47,000. 
Electroliers, gasoliers, £c.— 


From United Kingdon 36,000 
„ United States ... 2,000 
Total 38,000 
Lamps and lampwarc.— 
From United Kingdom 91,000 
„ Japan ve — 
» United States ... 47,000 
„ Other countries 50, 000“ 
Total 154.000 


* Germany £41,000. 


114,000 


‚ Canada £5,000. 


+ 


E 


Electric fittings, switches, fuses und lightning arresters.— 


From United Kingdom 51,000 

„ Japan . КЕ x — 
„ United States 16,000 
„ Other countries 14,000“ 
Total 81,000 


* Germany £11,000. 


15,000 
12,000 
22,000 

1,000 


50,000 


| 


Telephones, telephone switchboards and appliances.— 


From United Kingdom 47,000 
» Belgium m 25,000 
» Sweden or 46,000 
„ United States 47,000 

Total 165,000 

Wire (copper).— 

From United Kingdom 175,000 
„ Japan iis — 
» United States 11,000 
„ Other countries 27,000“ 

Total 213,000 


* Germany £19,000. 
Cable and wire (covered).— 


From United Kingdom 554.000 

„ Japan " КЕС — 
„ Italy Me - 2,000 
„ United States 20.000 
» Other countries 61,000" 
Total 637.000 


* Germany 456.000. 


Arc lump carbons.— 
From United Kingdom 


» Spain  .. uie - 
» United States ... ET — 


„ Germany E 17,000 
„ Other countries 1,000 
Total 18,000. 


14,000 


1,000 
42,000 


57,000 


4,000 
15,000 
27,000 

7,0001 


53,000 


24,000 
124,000 


1,000 
32,000 


181,000 


10,000 


Electrical appliances not included elsewhere.— 


From United Kingdom 90,000 
„ Denmark m eT 10,000 
„ Japan Yee wise — 


„ Holland es 10,000 
» United States ... 36,000 
„ Other countries 6⁵, 000“ 


| a Total 


47,000 


34,000 
63,000 
82,000 

2,000 


; Canada 47, 000. 


| 211,000 283,000 
Germany £55,000. 


fil 
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| ЕР | 
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36,000 
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1913. 1917-8. Inc. or Dec. 
£ 2 
Electric heating and cooking appliances.— > 
From United Kingdom P 7,000 6,000 .— 1,000 
„ United States 3,000 7.000 + 4, 000 
Total 10,000 13,000 + 


Accumulators or storage batteries, arc lamps, vacuum 
tubes, instruments and insulating tape.— 
From United Kingdon, . 109,000 | 25000  — 
„ Sweden P A 1,000 1,000 


» United States ... 11,000 62,000 
» Other countries 46,000° 6,000 — 
Total 167,000 97,000 ~ 


 * Germany 443, 000. 
Coalzutting machines. 


Switzerland £4,000. 


19,000 10,000 — 


From United States 9,000 
Earth and rock cutting, e.ccavating, éc., Machines. 
From United Kingdom 31,000 18,000 — 13,000 
„ United States. 18,000 14,000 — 4,000 
„ Other countries 9,000 NE — 9,000 
Total 58,000 32,00 — 26,000 
Rotary and percussive rock drills.— 
From United Kingdom . 3.000 5.000 + 2,000 
„ United States . 28,000 27,000 -- 1,000 
„ Other countries .. 1.000 — — 1,000 
Total 32,000 32,000 — 
‘Machine tools.—- | 
From United Kingdom ue 78,000 42,000 — 36,000 
„ United States ... з 55,000 56,000 + 1,000 
„ Other countries 15,000* 1,000 — 14,000 
Total 148,000 99,000 — 49,000 
* Germany, £11,000. 
Steam turbines, economiscra, superheaters, £c.— 
From United Kingdom 92,000 69,000 — 93,000 
„ United States ... ss 5,000 4,000 — 1,000 
„ Other countries 11,000* — — 11,000 
Total 108,000 73,000 — 35,000 
* Germany £11,000. 
High-speed reciprocating steam engines.— 
From United Kingdom 20,000 3,000 — 23,000 
Motive power machinery, N.E.I.— 
From United Kingdom 263,000 33,000 — 330,000 
„ Sueden ne ale — 2,000 + 2,000 
„ United States 80,000 60,000 — 20, 000 
„ Other countries 34,000“ 5,000! — 29,000 
Total 377,000 100,000 — 277,000 
*Germany £20,000. 1 Canada £5,000. 
Wire, iron, and stecl.— 
From United Kingdom 89,000 5,000 — 84,000 
„ Canada m Es 2,000 40,000 + 38,000 
„ United States ... . 319,000 420,004 + 201,000 
„ Other countries .. 330,000“ 5,000: — 325,000 
Total 640,000 470,000 — 170,000 


Germany £397,000. $ Japan £3,000. 


COMMERCIAL ENGINEERING. 


AT the opening meeting of the LIVERPOOL. SuB-CENTRE of the 
INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, on January 19th, Prof. 
E. W. Marcuant, D. Sc., the chairman, delivered an address, 
of which. the following is a brief résumé. The speaker's 
opening remarks were mainly directed to the position occupied 
by Liverpool in the shipping world, and also in the manu- 
facture of cables and telegraph and telephone equipment. 
Prof. Marchant thought that the telegraph industry was verv 
poorly represented, and the discussion of telegraphic problems 
occupied too small a proportion of the Institution’s proceedings 
He therefore expressed the hope that the new sub-centre 
would help to remedy this. Other subjects which the chair- 
man commended to his addience were wireless telegraphy 
and electrical engineering in chemical works. 

The future of the engineering graduate then. received atten- 
tion. It was often questioned whether the great number, of 
men now undergoing training at universities, &c., could oe 
absorbed at the end of their Instruction. Having. regard to 
the progress of electricity. and the certainty of huge future 
developments, the speaker thought that the need for such 
men would probablr he greater than the supply. Prof. Mar- 


* 


chant mentioned many industrial undertakings which offered 
a vast field for the electrical engineer, railways, mines, and 
all descriptious of factories. It had been said that university- 
trained engineers did not give the commercial side due con- 
sideration—aiming at efficiency rather than cheapness of pro- 
duction. He did not wholly agree, but allowed that the 
economic side of engineering should receive greater attention, 

He said: We have got to realise that under modern 
conditions, a vast number of trained engineers are wanted, 
who shall be equipped not only with technical knowledge, 
but with such knowledge also as will enable them to deal 
readily with commercial problems. II we are to satisfy this 
need, we shall look to close co-operation with those under. 
takings and industries which are associated. with the works 
and factories in our district. The subject of cost of produc- 
tion is of fundamental importance. 

‘I do not wish to suggest that all engineers in the future 
are not to be scientitically trained men, men whose business 
it is to harness the great sources of power in nature for the 
use and convenience of many kind, but І am inclined to think 
that the university graduate would be more etiicient in carry- 
ing out his beneficent function, if he were a better business 
man. One of our niembers recently put forward a criticism 
of the university-trained graduate, which I have taken to 
heart, namely, that he was too apt to look at a project fram 
the point of view of its theoretical or scientific efficiency, and 
not enough from the point of view of pounds, shillings, and 
pence; that he would decide in favour of a project because it 
gave an -effivieney of 90 per cent, rather than ip 
favour of another that gave an efficiency of м). 
cent., and cost half as much to develop. 
think this criticism. as I have stated it. is a fair 
one, but I want to put the matter broadly, and there is I 
believe a great deal to be said for dealing more in detail with 
the economic side of engineering than has been customary in 
the past. One of the great deficiencies of the man in the 
etreet to-day is, I believe, his inability to understand economic 
problems. The last years of the war have taught us all a 
very great deal. and if the man of to-day bas not realised the 
Importance of increase of production for the well-being af the 
community it is not the fault of the newspapers. This, how- 
ever, is only one side of the question. There is, I believe, a 
great and increasing field for scientifically trained engineers, 
in the business side of great undertakings. Mr. Swinburne 
once said ^' Any fool can invent a thing: 16 takes a clever 
man to make an invention a practical success; but it takes a 
genius to sell it.’ 

Now I do not want to suggest that it is qui of the function 
of the engineering faculty of a university or technical college 
to produce geniuses as Mr. Swinburne has defined them, but 
I am quite sure, as time goes on, that a larger number of 
trained engineers, will be attracted to the commercial side of 
engineering works, and I think this tendency is wholly good. 

It is good, I venture to think, from the point of view of 
industry ; with the expanding activities of large electrical 
engineering firms, it is becoming more and more 
necessary that their representatives—especially those in 
foreign countries Should be well-trained engineers, able 
to discuss any problem that шау arise in connection 
with the supply: of. electrical machinery and equipment 
with their clients. One of the most interesting develop- 
ments of British industry has been the formation of 
the Federation of British Industries. This association has 
projected a great scheme of what they call trade ambassadors, 


who shall act in the 22 different sections into which thev have 


divided the world, as connecting links between the mant- 
facturer at home and the consumer in a foreign country. 
It is estimated that this plan will involve an expenditure of 
a million a year. In connection with such an organisation 
it seems evident that a number of hichle trained technical 
engineers will be wanted, men who are able to familiarise 
themselves with local conditions, and shall have bad а wide 
commnercial experience. Such men, either in connection wa 
such federation or in connection with private firms will, it is 
to be hoped, have had a university or technical college drum: 
ing. They will have to deal with technicàl engineering pro- 
blems. It is as necessary that thev «hall be fully qualified 
engineers as the man who has to put the actual machinery 
in place, or to put it into operation. The universities in. this 
country are now establishing schools of conmerce, whieh are 
meeting with eonsiderabie support: it is to be hoped: that 
technically tramed et iglneers will also come 1nto tlie organ isi 
tion of such a system.’ 

In his concluding remarks. Dr. Marchant spoke of ihe 
tremendous possibilities m wireless telegraphy aud telephent 
Following npon the invention of the three-eleetrode valve. He 
regarded this as of the first importance to Liverpool, as he 
considered the. sub-centre the natural home of. telegraphy. 
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Slough Motor Denit colonos to the — on 
page 84 of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW for January 16th, dealing 
with The Slough Motor Depot," the Western Electric Co., Ltd., 
inform us that they secured the order for the manufacture, ‘laying, 


and jointing of all the main feeder and distribution cables. These 


are paper-insulated. .lead-covered, and steel-tape armoured, laid 
direct in the ground. 2 2 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


— 


Readers are invited to submit particu 


G.E. Co. Auto-Steriliser. 


During the past few years the application of electricity tu 
important work in connection with medicine, surgery; and 
dentistry has increased enormously on account of its cleanli- 
nes, adaptability. and safety. . | | | - 

One of the latest pieces of medical apparatus is an ingenious 
"auto-steriliser" patented by the GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., Lrp.. 
of 67, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.4. Made on the Magnet 
principle, i. e., with easily replaceable heating element (immer- 
sion type), it embodies several valuable features, including 
a heat insulated handle for raising the lid, and з perforated 
eelf-draining instrument tray which is automatically. lifted 
out of the liquid by lever hinges when the lid is raised (see 
fg. ). In addition, there is a gutter or ledge which re- 


FIG. 1.— MAGNET " AuTO-STERILISER. 


ceives water condensing on the lid, and tips it back into the 
container when the lid is closed. The loading is euch that 


the liquid ie rapidly brought to boiling point, and the heating 


elements can be obtained for standard voltages of 100/110, 

300/220, and 280/250. m О Bo 

The method of use is to fill the containing vessel with water 
so that the heater is well covered and the instrument . tray 
properly immersed, then to switch on the current, and as 
soon as the sterilisation is complete to raise the lid by means 
of the insulated handle. The instrument tray is thereby raised 

n of the water and the instruments dry rapidly by residual 

t. 
An Electrical Vaporiser. 

We have described in our columns on previous occasions de- 
Vices designed for the evaporation of paraffin and the heavier 
oils to permit their use for the propulsion of petrol engines, 
ar to enable engines to be started up without difficulty. in 
cold weather. The GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., Lrp., of 67,-Queen 


е 


. T1G.2.—KRAMBER-VAPORISER. | 


Victoria Street. E.C. 4, has drawn our attention to another 

1 vaporiser .recently put on the market. .This is 
known as the '' Kramer-Vaporiser ". (fig. 3). which consists 
of an asbestos cushion .containing an electrical heating element. 


This cushion is mounted on the packing material between 
the induction and carburettor pipe flanges; and projects. up- 


jer * à 


rs of new or improved devices and apparatus, whieh will be published 
4f considered of sufficient interest, 


wards into the entry pipe (figs. 3 and 4). On the suction 
stroke of the piston the cushion takes in the spray from the 
carburettor, and by means of its heating element con- 
veris the oil into the hot vapour necessary for starting the 
engine. The device can be made applicable to any make 
of engine, the heating element being wound to suit the accu- 
muletor or car-lighting voltages. The total weight is about 
З O., and power consumption 30 watts. Flange packing is 
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FIG. 4.—SECTIONAL PLAN ОЕ 
© INDUCTION AND CARBURETTOR 

. FROM CARBURETTEA Pipe, SHOWING POSITION or 
Fic. 3.—VAPORISER IN Posrriox. VAPORISER. 


rendered unnecessary in most cases by the use of this 
vaporiser. The device is very easily fitted, it only being 
necessary to disconnect the flange of the indifction and car- 
burettor pipes, insert the cushion, and bolt up again. The 
terminals of the heating element are then connected by means 
of a flexible cord to a combined switch and pilot lamp and 
an accumulator, in parallel. с Е 


Magnetic and Split-blade Screwdrivers. 


In doing small repair work on electrical apparatus cases 
arise where the workman cannot hold a screw with his hand, 
Two screwdrivers, for large and small screws respectively, 
have been developed for use where this difficulty arises. The 
former (a) has a short shank and is magnetised, and the 


Magnetic Screw Driver . - Split Blade acre Driver 


Tia. 5.—MAGNETIC AND SPLIT-BLADE SCREWDRIVERS. 


latter consists of a split-spring blade attached to a Tin. (6-mm .) 
rod. To use the screwdriver the two springs are sprung 
together and inserted in the screw slot. Their tendency to 
spring outward grips the screw.—Flectrical World. 


f 
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Thermostatic Metal. 


A special thermostatic metal has been developed for use on 
thermostatically operated devices of all kinds by the BRITISH 
THoMson-Houston Co., Ілтр., of 77, Upper Thames Street, 
Loudon, B.C. 4. | | ы, 

The metal is in the foun of a duplex strip. prepared by the 
permanent union. throughout their entire length, of two 
metals with widely differing co-efficients of expansion. When 
the strip is subjected to a change of temperature the differ- 
ence in the rates of expansion or contraction of the two 
halves causes the whole strip to bend one way or another. 
This reaction is always the same for a given length and 
thickness of strip and a given temperature change, and con- 
sequently is claimed to provide a reliable basis for the opera- 
tion of any .thermostatic device. | 

The union between the component metals is complete and 
durable; no matter how much the strip is bent, twisted or 
hammered. the metals will net’ separate at апу point, and 
even with beating the, bond. will not be broken. down at а 
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temperature below the melting point of the softer of the 
two metals. Owing to this permanency of union the metal 
can be formed into any desired shape and annealed after 
formation. It can be safely employed at any temperature 
below 500 deg. F. The component metals will not corrode 
under ordinary conditions, and may be used in any reasonable 
situation without fear of deterioration or change in operating 
characteristics. _ | | s 

Thermostatic metal is made in standard thicknesses ranging 
from 0.015 to 0.25 in., in widths up to 6 in.. and lengths to 
euit the purchaser, and in epecial cases thermostatic metal 
parts may be completely formed to specification. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR 1920. 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


C Цей expressly for this journal by Messrs. Sszriow-Jowss, ODM лив 
5 to W. P. Thompson & Co., of Lendoa), Chartered 
Patent Agents, 296, High Holborn, Loadon, W.C. 1. 


933. Electric generators for clectric-lighting sets of automobiles, &c.“ Т. 
A. D. Lawton and W. H. Marston. Januar) 12th. 

941. ''Morse-signal ing lamps." J. H. Hansen. January 12th. 

948. “Electric hea `s.” A. M. E. Beavas. January 12th. 

968. '' Electric plug connection.” R. K. BUILER. January 12th. 

974. ''Electron-lischarge devices.“ Britis  “TnoMson-Houston Co. 
(General Electric Co.) January 12th. 

993. ‘Sparking plugs." T. C. Swim. January 12th. 

1,003. “Trip mechanism for electric ignition devices lor internal-com- 
bustion engines." A. J. ApaMs. January 12th. 

1.007. Wireless direction-finding means for aircraft, J. М. FissivaL 
and H. R. С. van pe VgLpEe. January 12th. | 

1.017. Charging electrical accumulators.” Г. Dickinson, January 12th. 

1,025. “ Galvanic batteries.“ G. OLDHAM. J. Opnam, О. OLDHAM, OLDHAM 
& Son. January 12th. 

1.045. Sparking plugs." Н. S. Coon. January 3th. 

1.067. Sparking plugs.“ W. C. Bavriss and A. L. Woop, January ІЗ, 

1,079. Electric lamps.“ W. M. MMPSON. January 13th. 

1,086. ** Electrical connections." A. F. Carne and Eptson SWAN Evecrkic 
Co. January 13th. 

1.08 9. Electrical dry battery," W. Rive. January 13th. 

1.094. packing X-ray, &c., tubes and bulbs.” A. Атк. January 1300. 

1.101. Wireless direction-finding Systems," F. Murray. Januars 130. 

1,122. ‘ Mouthpieces of telephones, &c." J. E. HEARN and II. F. VARLEY. 
January 13th. 

1.134. Commutators for dynamo-clectric machines." A. E. Ware (Toledo 
Standard Commutator Co.) January 13th. 

1.149. Thermo-electric valve.“ A. E. KNIGHT. January 14th. 

1,151. Induction incandescent electric lamps.“ С. Bravas. January l'th. 


1.152. Electric welding." E. GREENHALGH and B. LONGBOTTOM. Janu- 
ary 14th. 


1,157. Electric irons." В. H. FRascors. January 14th. (France, March 
12th, 1918.) i 


1,180. ‘ Electrical switch." E. W. Кісніх January 14th. 


1.187. Holders for thermionic valves for radio-tclegraphy, &." E W. 
Kircuin. January láth. 

1.192. ‘ Sparking plug." F. Burneti. January Mth. 

1.216. Battery arrangement for small electric vehicles. R. Scary. 
January Ith. (Germany, January 22nd, 1419.) 

1.223. Electric indicator for oil pressure or репо! engines.” W. M. 
Cox. January J4th. 

1.249. Radio-telegraphie and telephone apparatus." H. Si. J. oun А. 
DowisTHOR(E and R. М. Като, Lib. January Mth, 

1,275. “ Sparking plugs.” E. К. Epwarps. January 15th. 

127k. "' Electric-lamp filament protector," C. Sur ScE. January bth. 

1,296. ‘Ignition apparatus for internal ombustion engines," Б FLEMING 
and HoLLaND Motors, Lio. January Toth. NE 

1.802. '* Trolley wheel or contact control mechanism. ol overhead eler trie 
tramway system." J. J. Jenntson. January Loth. 

1.314. Electric motor-driving arrangements." J. F. Crow ey and SIEMENS 
Bros. Dyxamo Works, Lrp. January loth. 

1,318. “ Electrical fire and burglar alarm," F. W. Coxway. January Loth. 

1.319. Tumbler switches.“ Н. Свето. January 15th. 

1,336. '' Electroscope." R. Wuippincton. January lóth. 

1.382. Engine starters." V. BENDIX. January loth 
March 3lst, 1919.) 

1,383. '' Utilisation of tidal energy for production of power." А. Mc- 
Kinstry and Metropo.itan-Vicners ELECIRICaL Co. January loth. 

1.384. Armatures for dynamo-clectric machines, METROPOLITAN-VICKERS 
Evectrican Co. January lath. (United. States, January Tech, 1919.) 

1,385. ''lgnition apparatus for inrernal-combustion engines." Bosca Акт. 
Ges. R. (Germany, October 19th, 1918.) January loth, 

1.386. '* Electrical condensers. Boscu Акт. Gres. R. January 15th. (Ger- 
many, March 15th, 1915.) 

1,387. '' Rotating interrupting devices for high-speed. sparking apparatus.“ 
O. 1мклү (R. Bosch Akt. Ges.) January loth, 

1,388. ''Isnition apparatus for internal-combustion engines.” К. Boscu 
Акт. Ges. January Jath. (Germany, January 21м, 1918.) 

1.300. Portable electric generating sets.” R. Boscu Акт. Ges. 
lóth. (Germany, January 26th, 1918.) 


(United States, 


January 


1.500. “ Devices for preventing starting of electrically-ignited internal-com- 
bustion engines.” R. Bosin Ane. Ges, January 161. (Germany, March 


27th, 1916.) 


1.504. Magnetos." J. II. Tounayre. January 16th. (France, February 
21st, 1919.) | 

1.507. Housings for mechanical interrupters of electric 
apparatus," AMERICAN Bosc MAGNETO CORPORATION. January 18th. 

1.529. '' Commutators." L. E. Норок. January 17th. 

1.541. Electric heating element." H. J. Deax-Oscoon. January 17th. 


1.551. Induction incandescent electric lamps." С. BEAVAN, C. Bevan and 
A. C. Hopper. January 17th. 


1.552. “ Metal-flament vacuum and gas-filled incandescent. electric lamps.” 
C. Beavan, C. Bevan and А. C. Hopper. January 17th. 

1.560. Utilising power of sea for generating electricity," C. J. Thou 
son. January 17th. 

1,566. “ Fusible cut-outs and distribution fuse boards for electrical circuits.“ 
Н. C. Hopces. January 17th. 

1,575. Starting systems for internal-combustion engines.” Dayton Esci- 
NEERING LABORATORIES Co. January 17th. (United States, October 23rd, 1918.) 


1,583. “ Insulation of conductors of submarine cables.“ B. S. Номт. 
January 17th. 


1,587. '' Electricity meters, &c." ЕкккАМТІ, LTD., S. Z. DE . FERRANTI and 
G. Wait. January 17th. | 


1.591. Electric condensers.” British Тномьох-Носѕтом Co., Н. L. 
Durrant and А. P. Young. January 17th. 


1,610. '' Electrical brush-gear." W. F. GRAFION. January 17th. 
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PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the epecifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


` 1918. 

1.634. DEVICE FOR KEGULATING THR VOLTAGE OF CURRENT GENERATED BY 3 
pyNaMo. Bosch Akt Ges. R. January 26th, 1917. (113,096.) 

10,457. APPARATIS FOR FLECTRO-OSMOTICALLY REMOVING LIQUIDS FROM MA- 
TERIALS. Elektro-Osmose Akt. Ges. (Graf Schwerin Ges.) October 2th, 
1917. ( 135,818.) 

19,053. ELECTRIC HEATERS FOR LIQUIDS AND THR LIKE. 
November 20th, 1918. (136,865.) 
30,832. DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. 
(136,872.) 

21,547. ELECTRIC COOKING OR HEATING VESSELS. AND APPARATUS. C. H. Lauth. 
December 23rd, 1918. (136,900.) 


21.776. AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC WATER-HEATEKS. G. P. Dennis and J. Law. 
December 30th, 1918. (136,913) 


21,913. ErrcrRIC Switents. E. Abegg. December 31st, 1918, (036.918 | 


P. J. H. Bernard. 


E. Harrison. December. J8th, 191K. 


1919. 
R4 ELECTRIFICATION OF SEFDS AND APPARATUS IHEKEFOR.. J. J. H. Sturmer 
and J. Hewett. January 2nd, 1919. (136,920,) 
361. ELECTRIC FURNACES. Armour Fertiliser Works. January 28th, 1918. 
(122,828.) 
' 4,320. ELECTRIC FURNACES. Watson & Co., H. A. Greaves, H. A. Etchells 
and W. Travis. February 2151, 1919. (136.961) 

5,216. CONNECTORS FOR USE WITH ELECTRICALLY-OPFRATED OR HEATED DEVICES 
G. H. Collins, H. F. Collins and С. G. Pitcher. March 3rd, 1919. (136.967 .; 
11,540. ELECTRICAL resistances. M. Perree. Мау 8th, 1919. (136,998.) 

13,665. ELFCTRICAL CFNEKATORS. B. Ames. May 29th, 1919. (137,002.) 


13,667. ELECTRICAL CONDENSERS. R. Ames and P. J. Gilinson. M 9th 
1919. (137.003.) > E oe 


14.919. ATK-COOLED = SPARKING PLUGS. b 
(137.008.) 

15,760. ELFETRIC COOKING OR HEATING APPARATUS. COO H. Louth. December 
23rd, 1918. (Divided application on 21.547/18.) (137,012.) 

17,641. SELECTING DEVICES FOR AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. Siemens 


Bros. & Co. and D. A. Christian and G. P. Sumner. July idth, 1919. 
(137,018.) | ' 


l'ineschi. June 13th, 1919. 


Petitions for Extensions of the Terms of Patents.—In 


-connection with proceedings that are pending or contemplated 


under Section 18 of the Act of 1907, attention is directed to 
Section 6 of the Act of 1919. The general extension granted by 
the latter section renders premature the presentation or considera- 
tion at the present time of petitions in respect of patenta the 
original term of which had not expired on December 23rd, 1919 
(the date of the coming into force of the Act of 1919), as the 
Court would he unable at this date to determine satisfactorily the 


question whether or not the petitioner had been adequately 
remunerated.— ILT ut rated. Oficial Journal (Patents). 


Alpine Water Power; —А Times correspondent states that 
one of the most important schemes for the exploitation of the 


water power of Switzerland is that of the Forces Motrices Bernoises, 


which proposes to generate 210.000 H.P. in the Oberbasli Valley 
(Bernese Oberland). To this end a large dam has been erected at 
Janu- the foot of the Bächli Glacier, near the Juohlistock. The valley 
here is now & splendid lake surrounded by vast rocks, and washing 
up to the edge of the glacier. By the Grimsel the change is to be 
much greater still. From the formidable slopes of the Nagelis 
Grätli (above the Rhóne Glacier) to the Unteraar Glacier there Will 
be a lake just over three miles in length, taking in the two present 
lakes. The dam which will form this lake is to be over 320 ft. in 
height. The Gelmersee, too, is to have its dam, which will quad- 
ruple its area. There will be two power stations, one at Guttan nen 
and one at Innertkirchen, but all tubes and pipes will be under- 
ground, so that the natural beauties of the district will not be dis- 
figured. The total costs of the scheme are eetimated at 
:100,000,000 fr. (about £1,000,000 sterling at the rate of 25 fr. to 


the sovereign), and it is hoped that the work will be completed 
within six years, 


1391. ‘Device for preventing sparking in electric ignition circuit: when 
lead becomes broken, for use in ocroplanes, New” R. Boscit Акт, Ges. 
sus doth. (Germany, January ath, 1918.) : : ©. 

1.396. Medical electrodes," J. S. D. разно. January loth - . 

1.402. “Indicating arrangement for underground railways, tramways, Cc.“ 
AUTOMATIC ‘TELEFHONE Мах клстскїхо Co. and S. R. Sum. January 16th. 

1,415. “ Means for timing of electric ignition apparatus of internal-com- 
bustion engines.” EF. C. kwari. Januery 16th, f 

1. 8. Sparking plugs and methods of making same.” Burrisu. THomsos- 
Houston Со, (General Electi Coe January 16th, 

1.471. Maiinetos 7 X. €. P. JesrN and M. J. E. Fusi. January 16th. 

Lpa. t Electrolvysers." . G. Нкюевкх. January 16th. 

1.45. Starting, device 


ў for internulcombustion moters.“ . .. H. FUENTE. А 
January 16th „ eat a : M 


1.498. '' Electric starting devices for imternal-combustion engines," 0. 
[uray (R Bosch Akr Gazsi; Januar: 18h57. D oco 
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THE NEED FOR THE SPIRIT OF 
CONFIDENCE. 


THE promotion of good feeling and mutual confidence and 
esteem between employers and employed, is a question which 
has been one of the most prominent in the minds of thoge— 
and they include almost everyone—who have been brought 
into contact with it, for some considerable time. From 
many of the daily papers it might be gathered that it has 
only arisen during the war, and there are those who curse 
the ex-Kaiser —wretched being—for the moulders’ strike, 
the railway situation, the coal shortage, and all the dis- 
advantages of the present industrial situation. 


Those whose knowledge and industrial experience go back 
beyond August, 1914, will probably agree that the war did 
little more than precipitate various aspects of this among 
other problems, and that the problems themselves—or this 
problem of industrial relaticns at any rate—are of such 
venerable antiquity as almost to seem eternal. Like the 
poor, they are always with us, and there are, and always 
have been, extremists on either side. The famous Statute 
of Labourers, enacted after the Black Death, sought to force 
all able-bodied persons, of either sex, to serve any employer 
who required them to do so, and to take only the wages 
which prevailed in the district before the plague began. 
Later, the labourer was tied to the district, and if he or she 
left it, was liable to be hunted, brought back, and subjected 
to various pains and penalties; in Scotland miners were 
bought and sold with the mines in which they had to work. 
The Peasant Revolt under Wat Tyler arose largely out of 
this attempt at coercion, and the Complaint of the Commons 
of Kent, under Jack Cade, 70 years later, was to a great 
extent due to circumstances to which many parallels can be 
found at the present time. Any attempt at an historical 
survey of the subject, though of considerable interest, would 
take up a great deal of space, and would lead us beyond 
those limits within which we prefer to remain. Let it 
suffice to say that there are still employers and others who, 
although not employers, think with them, who would seem to 
wish that all workers should be compelled to work whenever 
required, for fixed wages, and should be content to be turned 
off and left to exist as best they can when not needed for the 
production of goods. Оп the other side there are those who 
would make an equal division of the wealth of the world, 
and who would give the most corrupt and incompetent an 
equal voice in the Government with the real hard worker. 

In both classes of extremist the underlying idea is a 
desire to be the top dog, and a feeling that all merit 
resides on one side only of the case. There is a lack of any 
spirit of confidence; and it is this spirit which alone can 
influence the situation for good. It is useless and wicked to 
talk about “the inevitable conflict between Capital and 
Labour,” and “ the need for a little blood-letting," or for a 
class war. 'The advocates of these policies always fail to 
ask themselves the question: What will be the situation 
after the inevitable conflict, or the class war, has been 
fought and won and lost, or the blood has been let? The 
answer is that the problems, which just now we ventured 
to call eternal, will still be there, and will still need tackling, 
while feeling will have been exacerbated and settlement 
rendered more than ever difficult. 

The industrial question, then, although much discussed, 
seems as chaotic as ever. This seeming chaos, however, is 
only due to the many-sidedness of the question and to the 
necessity of continual adjustment. ‘There never can be 
апу finality where growth is concerned. The tree which 
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ceases to grow, dies. The business which fails to make 
progress, falls sooner or later into liquidation, and comes to 
an end. ‘There is no comparison possible even between 
one generation and another, for in the whole community 
generations overlap, and so the adjustment required is, as 
we have said, continual. 

The aspects from which the question may be regarded 
are many. There is that of the relationship between 
federations of employers and Trade Unions, or federations 
of them. This aspect has been developed more in Great 
Britain than in any other country in the world, and it is of 
very great importance, inasmuch as it prevents local settle- 
ments as well as local strikes, though it is more effective in 
the first case than in the second. The fastest pace of a 
squadron of ships is the fastest pace of the slowest ship in 
the squadron. Where federations are concerned, the fastest 
pace at which the federation can move is the fastest pace 
at which the most obstinate constituent member of the 
federation can be persuaded to move. Then there is that 
of the relationship between individual employers and trade 
unions, which has been developed in the United States and 
the constituent nations of the British Empire, as well as in 
Great Britain and elsewhere. Again, there are those of the 
relationship between individual employers and individual 
workers, between employers and other employers, between 
workers and other workers; and last, but not least, there 
is the question of the relationship of the public at large to 
any or all of the other parties. 

Thus outlined, the question of industrial relations is 
seen to be one of the most vast with which statesmen and 
thinkers can occupy their minds. When we consider one 
small corner of it, viz. : the relationship between an indivi- 
dual firm and its employés, we cannot fail to be struck by 
the negligent way in which it is dealt with. Lip-service is 
rendered to the need for the spirit of confidence, and a great 
deal is said about team-work. In some cases attempts are 
made to bring the various classes of workers together al 
clubs, where concerts, games, dinners, dances, lectures, and 
tbe like can be arranged. It is seldom, however, that 
employers, or even the higher officials, participate actively 
in such things; and a lengthy experience has convinced 
us that measures of this sort scarcely touch the fringe 
of the question. They contribute little or nothing to 
effectiveness during work. Conditions of remuneration, 
heating and cooling and ventilation of the works or 
offices, and attention to the personal comfort of the workers 
as regards the cleanliness of the place in which they have to 
work, decent sanitary accommodation, the provision of 
lockers in the works, and of comfortable desks and clairs 
in the offices—all these are more productive of improved 
efficiency than billiard tables or cardrooms, football matches 
or dinners. 

Yet, in a large concern, it is frequently found that every 
departmental manager engages his own staff, and fixes their 
remuneration according to his own notions. There isa 
great deal of secrecy between various sections as to the 
salaries paid why, we have never been able to discover. 
In the public service, whether Imperial] or municipal, 
salaries are known from the various year books, and. 
although public employment has some unpleasant features, 
it at least ensures that positions of equivalent responsibility 
in various sections or departments receive equivalent 
remuneration. In manufacturing concerns expediency 18 
the governing factor, and the tendency 1s to pay us little as 
the worker will take. 

An article by Mr. Dudley R. Kennedy, in Judustrial 
Management for November, 1919, entitled“ Employment 
Management and Industrial Relations,” brings out the 
need for accomplishing the improvement of those relations 
in the proper spirit. ‘The good intentions of a board of 
directors can easily be frustrated by the incompetency or 
lack of goodwill of those whose duty it is to carry the 
board's policy into effect; and, be it noted, the failure of 
an attempt of this sort is a most disastrous thing, for dis- 
trust of the genuineness of the intentions behind it is 
inevitably engendered. 

The Labour policy must, says Mr. Kennedy, be directed 
by some one individual, of high executive rank. . His 
duties are numerous and important, and his standing must 
be equal to that of the heads of the financial, manu- 


labour has occurred." 


facturing, designing, or selling departments. Such an, 
individual would be able to study the conditions obtaining, 
aud to evolve a system of grading various positions, assign- 
ing remuneration between certain limite in accordance with 
merit and length of service. "This accomplished, a great 
step would have been taken towards the inculcation of a 
spirit of confidence and trust between employé and 
employer. | 

Mr. Kennedy observes: “ While it may веет to be a 
broad statement, nevertheless it is becoming more and 
more a conviction with many, that where an employer's 
employés secede en masse to the ranks of a Union, that 
they have gone to those whom they feel can help them, 
and that the employer has lost their confidence in his 
integrity, his honesty, and his fairness.” While the 
grammar is deplorable, the truth of the statement is 
manifest, and many, if not most, of our readers will realise 
its personal application. While on the subject of grammar, 
we should like to express the hope that in future articles 
Mr. Kennedy will do his best to avoid such sentences as 
this: The fact that even that many people are somewhat 
familiar with the subject is attribttable largely, I think, 
to the fact that because of requirements imposed by the 
necessities of war production, coupled with the sudden 
atrophy of immigration, a very drastic shortage of 
These lapses overlooked, Mr. 
Kennedy seems to have the root of the matter 
in him. We believe that there is a tendency in 
Great Britain in the direction indicated. Some few 
individual firms have real employment managers 
who prepare and administer the policy throughout all 
the ranks of the employed persons, from the directors to 
the cleaners and errand boys. Others have a labour depart- 
ment which deals with the operatives, and has no concern 
with the staff. Many more have employment departments 
which deal with applications and file statistics, but have no 
more interest in the policy of the firm than the employment 
exchange. Of these, the first is the right policy, and it 
would soon prove itself to pay best from all points of 
view, because it would bring about and maintain the spirit 
of contidence, which to-day is conspicuous hy its absence. 


Ат a mecting of the City Council of 
Christchurch, N.Z., according to the 
Auckland Weekly News, it was reported 
that the city electrical engineer, Mr. E. E. Stark, had 
patented an instantaneous hot-water heater and an electric 
kettle capable of boiling water in seven minutes, and had 
offered to the Council the right of manufacturing and 
selling these articles ; as they were manufactured and sold 
by the Council's electricity department with considerable 
success, the Electricity Committee had agreed to pay the 
royalties on them to Mr. Stark. Opposition was raised to 
this, on the ground that when an employer paid a man for 
his services he had a right to the product of that, man's 
brains while they affected the occupation in which he was 
employed ; but the chairman of the Committee considered 
that if a man invented anything, that invention was his 
own property, and on a division the report was adopted by 
12 votes to 2. 

That was a right decision—not only morally just, but 
right in the eyes of the law. Unless an employé is engaged 
for the specific purpose of inventing and of developing 
inventions on behalf of the employer, he retains an 
unquestionable right to the products of his brain; he is 
entitled to patent his inventions in his own name, and to 
demand the payment of royalties by his employer, should 
the latter desire to manufacture or use such inventions. 

Employers whose ethics are in need of correction are apt 
to claim the inventions of their workers as theirs by right ; 
they are, however, entitled only to the labour that they 
pay for, not to the fruits of a worker’s inspiration. Hence 
clever ideas on the part of workmen onght to be handsomely 
rewarded if they effect a saving in the cost of manu- 
facture, or if they lead to the production of new devices. 
To give a man 5s. for an improvement in a workshop 
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process which will save the firm hundreds of pounds, is 
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sweating in its most aggravated form—nay, worse, it is 
robbery, and could only be justified in a state of slavery 
under which the worker was body and soul the property of 
his master. 

As stated by Frost іп “ Patent Law and Practice," “in the 
absence of special contract, the invention of a servant, even 
though made in the employer's time, and with the use of the 
employer's materials, and at the expense of the employer, 
does not become the property of the employer so as to justify 
him in opposing the grant of a patent for the invention to 
the servant, who is the proper patentee, and the patent when 
obtained is the exclusive property of the servant." The 
servant may, however, under certain circumstances, be 
declared by a Court of Law to hold the patent as trustee for 
hisemployer. A patent taken out by an employer alone for an 
invention discovered and worked out by an employe is void. 


THE rapid progress which is being made 

in the adoption of automatic sub-stations 
in the United States is indicated in the 
interesting abstract which we reproduce elsewhere in this 
issue. The principle is, of course, an old one ; those who 
are familiar with the early days of electricity supply will 
call to mind several examples in this country, such ав Ше 
direct-current system installed at Oxford, Chelsea, &c., in 
which the rotary transformera were placed in unattended 
sub-stations, and, with the batteries, were controlled from 
the generating station. It must be admitted, however, that 
these were only semi-automatic, and that, so far as we know, 
none Of them has survived to the present day. The 
American installations, on the other hand, are often entirely 
automatic, going on load when the demand calls for it, and 
switching themselves out when the load falls off ; although 
the first of them was started up as recently as Christmas, 
1914, there are now no fewer than 87 installations in 
operation and 35 on order, and rotary converters as large as 
1,000 xw. are handled automatically, while a 2,000-Kw. 
motor-generator is about to be put into service, and а 
3,000-Kw. synchronous condenser is running. It is clear 
that the system has proved successful, and that great 
economies have resulted from its adoption, not only in 
wages, but also in capital outlay on feeders, and in the 
saving of light-load losses. 

Оп various occasions we have drawn attention to these 
sub-stations, and in our issue of June 21st, 1918, we gave 
an illustrated description of a hydro-electric generating 
station which was automatically controlled on similar lines ; 
the latter is of considerable importance in view of the 
possibility of utilising the numerous small waterfalls in the 
mountainous districts of this country. By using 
asynchronous generators the difficulties of speed regulation 
and synchronising can be overcome, and the control reduced 
to its simplest terms. In these days it is very necessary to 
stop the leakage of energy derived from natural sources, and 
turn it to practical use, as Mr. Steinmetz pointed out in an 
article which we recently quoted. We may again draw 
attention in this connection to the competition for the best 
solution of the problem of conserving the Welsh water- 
powers, which will take place at the National Eisteddfod in 
August: particulars were given in our issue of November 
ith, 1919, and entries must be completed by May 24th. 
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Sub-sta tions. 


DrRECTLY the broad purpose of the 
lectricity Supply Act is achieved, so 

soon will a corresponding benefit accrue 
t) the manufacturers of electrical apparatus used by 
consumers, This purpose is, first, an ample supply of 
electric power for industries; secondly, cheap electricity 
for domestic purposes.  Cheapness in either direction 
means an extended use of the supply by consumers, and, as 
this can only be done by using apparatus, it means a big 
opening, in the first case, for electric motors, and, in the 
scond, for electric cooking and heating apparatus (chiefly). 
But outside the prospect of the Act thus increasing the 
market for direct sales to consumers, there is for manu- 
facturers a more special point of interest—namely, the 
encouragement which the Act gives to electric supply 


Manufacturers E 
and the Act. " 


undertakings (both company and municipal) to hire out 
apparatus. Now, the wholesale use by people of, 
say, electric cooking and heating apparatus, must depend, 
in a great measure, upon whether the various under- 
takings will consent to hire. In the case of electric 
motors this hiring question has a similar beuring, although 
not to anything like the same extent. But in the case of 
cooking stoves and heating apparatus the hiring question 
seems paramount, certainly if we are to judge by the 
analogous case of gas companies, whose hiring of gas stoves 
has been the foundation on which their huge cooking 
and heating business has been almost entirely built up. 
Now the present Act gives a much-needed legal recognition 
to the practice of hiring. Up to the present, through no 
fault of the undertakers, however, the hiring of electric 
apparatus has been of a languishing and intermittent 
character. Municipal undertakings especially have been 
handicappéd. But by Section 23 of the Electricity Supply 
Act the question of hiring is placed on an unequivocal 
footing. It provides that ** a joint electricity authority and 
any local authority authorised by special Act or by order to 
supply electricity may provide, let for hire, and in respect 
thereof may connect, repair, maintain and remove А 
electric lines, fittings, apparatus and appliances for lighting, 
heating and motive power.” . Further, the section 
contains the important proviso that any of the apparatus 
and appliances thus provided on consumers’ premises shall 
be deemed to form part of the undertaking.” . . . The 
whole business of hiring apparatus is made legally part and 
parcel of the operations of both municipal and company 
electric supply undertakings, and there is no obstacle, there- 
fore, to business going ahead in this direction immediately 
circumstances allow of it. 

Further, as a subsidiary favourable factor acting in the 
same direction, the erection of capital stations will gradually 
relieve individual undertakings of the necessity for further 
capital outlay on generating plant, and so set them free to 
use all available capital te develop the distributing side 
of the business, in which hiring schemes should play a useful 
part. As to the manufacturers’ part in this, there is every 
urgency for them to effect standardisation of apparatus as 
far as possible, since in hiring schemes s/andardised apparatus 
is almost a sine qua non. 


To-wMORROW, at the instance of the 
Labour Research Department, a meeting 
of representatives of associations of 


A New 
Federation. 


` administrative, clerical, and professional workers is to be 


held in London, with a view to the formation of a 
“ National Federation of Professional, Technical, and 
Supervisory Workers." According to a circular issued by 
the Labour Party, the purpose of the new organisation 
will be “ to work out common economic programmes for 
its constituents. 

We are assured that the question of political- action 
is, of course, completely outside the scope of this conference,” 
a statement which may be taken for what it is worth ; that 
one object of the movement is to promote friendly relations 
between the black-coated class, as the Press has it, and 
the industrial workers’ organisations is not disguised, and 
the political views of the chairman of the conference, Mr. 
G. D. H. Cole, of the Labour Research Department, are 
well known to be of an advanced nature. Associations 
which are subsidised by employers are expressly declared to 
be ineligible for affiliation. | 

The draft constitution of the proposed federation is 
harmless enough on the surface, and we should be the last 
to demur to the promotion of friendly relations between 
staff associations and labour unions, and between them both 
and the employers; we heartily desire to see them all 
working together for the common good on the most 
harmonious terms. But everything depends on the motives 
which do not appear on the surface, and which have to be 
gauged and tested by other means than externa! appearances. 
We await further particulars with interest, and in the mean- 
time suspend our judgment on this latest turn of the associat 
tion kaleidoscope, — - | | 
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CLEANING BLAST-FURNACE GASES. 


For several years past the advantages of the use of cleaned 
blast-furnace gas have been freely discussed, and it has been 
proved that a very marked increase in efficiency can be 
obtained by the use of gas which has been highly purified. 
The advantages to be secured by properly cleaning the 
gas are many, and may be summed up as follows :—(1) The 
operation of stoves and boilers becomes more uniform ; (2) 
interrupted operations due to the clogging of gas connections 
are avoided ; (3) the cost of cleaning pipe connections, 
stoves and boilers is reduced to a minimum; (4) the loss 
of heat due to repeated cleaning of stoves is avoided ; (5) 
the useful effect of the hot-blast stove is increased because 
the heating surfaces remain clean: (6) the operation of gas 
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FIG. 1.—ARRANGEMENT OF PLANT. 


engines becomes regular and positive; the clogging of 
passages and the rapid wear on the moving parte of the 
engines is avoided. The advantages gained by the use of 
clean gas in gas engines are already too well known to need 


gas into close contact with water. Within recent yeam, 
endeavours have been made to eliminate the inherent 
objections to the wet, method of gas cleaning, some of which 
are :—(1) The difficulty of recleaning the water, rendering 
large settling tanks a necessity. (2) The difficulty of 
dealing with the wet mud. (3) The inconvenience and 
expense of keeping the tanks clean and in good order. 
(4) The large consumption of water, which is often not 
over-plentiful, and expensive to obtain near blast furnaces, 
(5) The large consumption of power. 

The Halberg-Beth dry-cleaning plant cleans the blast- 
furnace gas by separating the dust without requiring water. 
The sole manufacturers of this plant in Great Britain are 
Messrs. Fraser & Chalmers, of Erith, Kent. In March, 
1910, а small plant on this system, having a capacity of 
175,000 cb. ft. of gas per hour, was installed. The 
experience gained with this plant led to two others being 
started in June and July, 1911, having respective 
capacities of 700,000 and 900, 000 cb. ft. of gas per hour. 
The excellent results obtained were followed by a great 
demand for this type of cleaner, and in 1914 50 installations 
of plant of large capacity were in various stages of con- 
struction, the total capacity amounting to 140,000,000 
cb. ft. of gas per hour. 

The following is a brief description of the Halberg-Beth 
dry gas-cleaning system :—The gas given off by the blast 
furnaces at greatly varying temperatures, dependent upon 
the working and condition of the furnaces, is collected and 
conveyed by a main pipe A (fig. 1) into a suitable cooler 
of the surface type. The temperature of the gas is thereby. 
reduced to 150-170 deg. F. After cooling, the gas 
passes into a superheater в, and is superheated from 15 to 
25 deg. F. to safeguard against the risk of moisture being 
deposited on the filter bags, and then passes on into the Beth 
filter chamber c. 


any further comment, but the excellent results obtained by 
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Fic. 2. SIDE AND END ELEVATIONS AND PLAN OF PLANT, COUNTERBLAST FAN 


the use of clean gus in stoves, boilers, steel furnaces, &c., | CP» 
have not up to the present been fully appreciated. | " 

Although in the past the installation of large gas engines ОФ н 
has not made such rapid strides in this country ав on the EE: 
Continent and in America, there is evidence, under the Су Фф i 
new conditions, where economy is of such vital importance, Ex 
that their installation is being seriously considered by iron ore ь 


and steel-works engineers. Various authoritative tests have AND 
been published during recent years, both on gas engines one E 


and boilers, worked under these new conditions, but up to 
the present no information is available as to the benefits to 
be derived from the use of highly-cleaned gas in soaking 
pite, mixers, melting furnaces, push furnaces, coke ovens, 
foundries, briquetting plant, &. By thoroughly cleaning 
the gas and preventing all waste, there appears to be no 
reason why the whole works should not be run without the 
use of solid coal, or even producer gas. ! 

Apart from the dry separation of the heavy particles in 
dust-catchers, which are usually placed close up to the 
furnaces, blast-furnace gases have, until. quite recently, 
been cleaned by the wet system—that is, by bringing the. 


box divided up by one longitudinal plate running the full 
length of the box, and by shorter partition plates across 
the box, such that there are two double rows of 10 com- 
partments in each filter box. In each compartment there 
are 12 open-ended bags, the lower ends being attached to 
rings which are rigidly fixed into a plate just above the dust- 
collecting chamber running the full length of the filter box. 
The tops of. the bays are closed by. means, of steel caps W1 
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suitable attachments for hanging on to the shaking frame. 
To the centre of each of the latter is fixed a suspension bolt 
projecting through the top plate of the filter box, and made 
gas-tight by a suitable gland ; these are connected to the 
shaking gear H, which is bolted to the top plate. Great 
care is taken in the manufacture of the shaking gear ; every 
part is made to a jig, and is interchangeable. 


Fia 3.—-GAs-CLEANING PLANT IN COURSE OF ERECTION ; 
CAPACITY, 5,000,000 ОВ. FT. 


The gas passing from the inside to the outside of the bags 
is drawn through the filter plant by means of one or more 
fans, E, which only deal with clean gas. Whilst the gas is 
being drawn through the filter bags, the dust settles on the 
inside, and a simple device automatically and thoroughly 
removes the dust. At regular intervals during the whole 
time the plant remains in operation, each chamber of 12 
filter bags is, in proper sequence, cut out by means of the 
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Ес. 4.— FILTER BOXES. 


valve G, which is automatically operated; this valve cuts 
off the fan which is drawing gas through the plant from the 
particular compartment and allows clean gas, at a higher 
pressure than that of the crude gas, to flow in the reverse 
direction into the filter chamber, and in passing from the 
outside to the inside of the bags, this blows the fine particles 
ont of the mesh, amd loosens the heavier particles clinging 
to the insides of the bags. 
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During the time that the counter- current of clean gas is 
flowing, the shaking gear comes into operation, and the 
frame, together with the 12 bags suspended therefrom, is 
raised and dropped about seven times, with the result that 
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Ега. 5.—SdAKING MECHANISM, Top INSPEOTION DOORS, AND 
; FILTER Baas, 


the dust collected on and in the filter bags is shaken down 
into the chamber at the bottom of the filter box, which is 
provided with a spiral conveyor to deposit the dust in 
hoppers, these being emptied periodically direct into trucks. 
Immediately each section of bags has 
been cleaned, the top suction valve is 
automatically switched back into the 
forward position again. The whole 
operation lasts 15 to 20 seconds, and the 
process is repeated at intervals of about 
seven minutes. With an original dust 
content of about 6 grammes рег m*., 
the gas, after passing through the 
cleaning plant, will only contain about 
0°01 to 0:02 gramme рег m'. This 
cleanliness is obtained in ordinary ser- 
vice; experience has shown, however, 
that as low a dust content as 0:001 
i gramme рег m'. is often continuously 
с» 8 obtainable. 

— With regard to the superheating of 
| the gas, the simplest medium is steam, 
requiring from 6 to 7 lb. of steam per 
10,000 cb. ft. of gas per hour. With 
a well-arranged insulated superheater, 
в, and filter chamber, c, this consump- 
tion can be reduced. As an alternative, 
instead of using steam, the exhaust 
gases from gas engines, stoves, &c., can 
be used. 

If the cleaned gas is intended for 
driving gas engines, the fact that its tem- 
perature on leaving the cleaning plant 
is at least 140 deg. F. necessitates cooling before use. This 
is carried out by a simple arrangement of coolers fitted with 
water sprays; the device is very efficient and economical, 
the water remains quite clean, and can, after spraying, be 
used for any other purpose without purifying. After 
the gas passes the final cooler it is arranged to pass 
through a water separator, and thence it goes on to the gas 
engines, | 
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The life of the filter bags is from 6 to 12 months, and 
the cost of replacing these is small. Actual experience has 
proved that the bags frequently last 18 months and even 
two years ; the reason for their long life is the fact that the. 
temperature of the gas is automatically kept at a little above 
the dew point. This prevents both the burning and clogging 
of the filter tubes by hot gas or wet 
dust; the latter alone would destroy 
the filter tubes on account of its caustic 
soda content. 

With regard to the power required, 
this is small in comparison with wet 
methods, being only about 1 H.P. per 
10,000 cb. ft. of gas cleaned per hour. 

In conclusion, it may be stated that 
59 installations of the Halberg-Beth 
dry gas-cleaning plant in Europe have 
an aggregate capacity of 174,000,000 
cb. ft. per hour, the distribution being 
as follows :—France, 14, capacity 
36,000,000 cb. ft.; Belgium, 4, 
capacity 5,700,000 cb. ft.; Germany 
and Luxemburg, 23, capacity 
75,000,000 cb. ft.; Russia, 4, capacity 
8,350,000 cb. ft. ; Great Britain, 14, 
capacity 45,050,000 cb. ft. per hour. 

We are indeoted to Messrs. The 
General Electric Co., Ltd.,for photo- 
graphs and the particulars set out 
above. 

On the occasion of our recent visit, 
at the invitation of the General Elec- 
tric Co., to Messrs. Fraser & Chalmers's 


FIG. 7.—ECONOMISERS AND STEEL COOLERS IN 
BACKGROUND. 


FIG. 8.—BoTTOM FILTER Box ISOLATING AND 
INSPECTION DOORS., 


works at Erith, plant of the type described above was 
seen in course of manufacture as noted in our issue of 
November 14th, 1919. Fig. 9 is a view at Messrs. Palmers 
Shipbuilding and Iron Co.'s works, which we described in 
our last two issues, where gas is cleaned by the above 
process before being used in the gas engines. 


Fic. 9.—STEEL COOLERS, CooL GAS INLET, AND MAIN 


WATER-SEAL VALVES OVER FILTER HOUSE. 


Fig, 10, —FANs AND MOTORS 
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THE COAL REBA TEA COMMENT. 


By E. 


— — 


Ix your issue of January 16th you published details of the 
rebate to be granted to consumers of electricity for domestic 
or household purposes as a result of the reduction of 108. per 
ton on the price of coal supplied to electricity supply stations 
and used for the generation of the electricity so supplied. 

e basis of the reduction is sound, from the standpoint 
of the supply undertaking, in that it gives back to the con- 
sumer the nel saving to the supply undertaking resulting 
from this 108. per ton reduction, but it is to be feared that 
the consequent, disclosure to the domestic consumer of the 
Ib. of coal. used per unit sold will give rise to trouble, for 
reasons which will now be gone into. 

The formula quoted in your issue of the 16th inst. is as 
follows :— Rebate to consumer per unit metered (tons of 
coal used in quarter / units sold in quarter) x 114d. 

Taking a concrete example, we have :— 

- (5,000 tons/3,000,000 units) x 114d. = 0°190d. 

This assumes 600 unite sold per ton of coal used, or 
8°74 lb. of coal per unit sold, a figure which is obtainable 
in the larger stations, and on this basis the rebate would 
amount to 0°190d. per unit; with smaller stations burning 
6 lb. per unit sold, the figure would be 0°305d. per unit. 

Many supply undertakings are distinctly averse to 
divulging the Ib. of coal used per unit sold, but, apparently, 
they will now have to “own up." For instance, if a 
quarterly account for 100 domestic units shows a rebate of 
20d., by simple mathematics, we get 

Rebate per unit 20d./100 = 0°2d. 
lb. of coal per unit = 0:21. х 2,240 (Ib. per ton)/114d. 
(rebate) = 3°98. 

A consumer of 100 units, therefore, costing him perhaps 
6d. per unit, viz., 600d., would get a rebate of 20d., the 
equivalent of a reduction of 3:33 per cent., indeed a cause 
for congratulation! How the accounts clerk is to be 
envied, now that he has one further complication to add to 
his burdensome duty. 

It will be impossible to prevent the thinking consumer 
from comparing the war increase with the now “ post- 
war" rebate. A good deal of propaganda was distributed 
by supply undertakings to make the consumer au fait with 
the reasons for the increase in rates, viz., rise in cost of 
fuel, wages, stores, &c., but now we have the first general 
decrease, and when it is considered that 108. per ton is, on 
the average, one-third of the total cost per ton of coal 
to-day, delivered to the supply undertakings, and that this 
fact will be evident to the consumer, the reduction of a 
paltry, say, 3:5 per cent. only on the bill will need some 
explaining, even by those skilled in the art.“ 

Now that it is & question of reducing the rates, the 
absolute minimum is offered, and logically the consumer 
expects to find that when the supply undertaking imposed 
an increase, the absolute minimum was enforced—for how 
could a pious supply undertaking management be expected 
to stoop to profibeering ? 

An analysis of what has taken place will suffice to show 
whether the consumer is justified in his expectations, and 
for a basis to work upon reference will be made to the table, 
“Pre-War and Post-War Prices Charged for Electrica 
Energy," published by the ELECTRICAL REVIEW. | 

The following extracts relate to three typical supply 
undertakings of considerable size :— 


Undertaking Rates for lighting. Coal per ton. 
1914. | 1919. 1914. 1919. Increase on 
| в... в. d. 1914. 
A 3°6d. + 507, 12 14 26 21 117 yd 
B 4d.—2'5d.| + 100%, 14 1 | 28 4 101 % 
Sed. , 1007, 106 


21 6 | 105 7 


It is not unreasonable to take 70 per cent. of total 
costs as fuel costs, leaving 30 per cent. to cover “ other 
costa,” viz., stores, wages, &c. (these figures, of course, do 
hot cover capital and other standing charges). 


W. DOREY. 


Using as a basis for the analysis a figure of 5:0 lb. of 
coal per unit sold (a liberal figure), the equivalent of 450 
units per ton, we find, if we take example C," the 
following. Coal cost per unit sold:— — 

Year 1919.—2584. (21/6)/450 = 0°575d. Year 1914.— 
126d. (10 6):450 = 0:280d. ; difference 0°295d. 

The increased cost due to increase of fuel from 10/6 to 
21/6, is, therefore, 0°3d. per unit sold. It will be seen that 
this undertaking “ C" increased the rate from 3°5d. to 
1°04., . e., an increase of 3°5d. per unit. 

If it be assumed that the other costs" per unit are 
30 per cent. of the total, and we take the 1919 figures, we 
find that the total generation cost per unit sold is 
0°575/0°7 = 0:8225. 

The other costs," therefore, = 0°8225 — 0'575 (coal) 
= 0°2475d. per unit sold. 

If it be allowed that these “other costs” are up 
120 per cent. over pre-war figures, we find that they have 
risen by 0:135d. only, so we have a comparison between 
1914 and 1919 as follows :— 


Increase due to fuel Vis "S .. 0'295d. 
à " " other costs . 071354. 
Total increaase P ... Q0u430d. 


"C" undertaking has charged an increase of 8'5d. per unit. 
“C” undertaking's generation costs increased by 0'430d. — „ 


Differenoe iia 3'070d. 

The figures of generation costs per unit sold do not cover 
standing charges, and the high coat per unit for domestic 
supply, when compared with a supply for power, is due to 
the heavy capital outlay necessary to afford the domestic 
supply. It is necessary, however, to remember that during 
the war the number of such consumers connected was 
strictly limited by the Government, and it is, perhaps, not 
unreasonable to suppose that about 70 per cent. of the 
present domestic consumers were connected in 1914, that is 
to say, the capital to afford these supplies was expended prior 
to the war. An increase of 100 per cent., to be justified, 
pre-supposes that the costs have gone up 100 per cent. ; 
but how can such an increase be justified in the case of the 
70 per cent. majority who were connected prior to the war, 
and for whom the capital was already expended in 1914 ? 

Now that the basic facts and figures are to be given 
to the public, it is as well to face these facta seriously, and 
see exactly what the position in reality is. Perhaps one 
had better not even try to imagine what the average con- 
sumer will say when he sees the whole question in the light 
of day, but imagine yourself a pre-war consumer taking 
a supply from an undertaking as ** C " above :— 


7'0d. flat per uait. 


1919 you paid 


1914 you paid Tm ES TT 35а. " ” 
Increase  ... Gu wee 35а. „ " 

Supply generation costs have in- | 
creased by aoe eee ese ecc 0°430d. 99 99 


Difference ... . 3'070d. per unit. 


During the period 1914-1919 coal has risen 11s. per ton, 
and the increase enforced is 3°5d., and now coal has fallen 
10s. per ton you get the magnanimous reduction of 
114/450 = 0:254d. | 

What one is to say to the hypothetical consumer referred 
to above, is a question that perhaps some supply engineer 
can answer. In the interests of the electrical industry, it 
is very desirable that the reasons for these very heavy 
* war" increases of 50 per cent., 75 per cent., 100 per 


 cent., &c., on pre-war rates should be known, as to-day it is 


not quite a “walk over" when competing with gas for 
domestic use. | | | 

It should be clearly understood that when quoting case 
“C” above taken from the ELECTRICAL REVIEW table, the 
figures have been utilised only to construct a hypothetical 
case which is somewhere in the region of practical every- 
day life. 
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THE NEED FOR A CHEAP HOUSB-SERVICE 
METER. 


By C. W. MARSHALL. 


THE present extraordinary demand for household sup- 
plies of electricity makes it opportune to bring to 
general notice a subject which has occupied the atten- 
tion of supply authorities for many years; this is the 
problem of reducing the capital charges on the installa- 
tions to values in keeping with the revenue derived from 
them. ‘There is much to be said in favour of charging 
systems which do not involve the use of meters at all for 
small consumers, but the leading engineers appear to 
be almost unanimous in desiring to get accurate re- 
cords regarding all clients. In order to fulfil this re- 
quirement an integrating meter of some sort must be 
installed, and this is probably the most expensive item 
of the equipment. 

On alternating-current systems the metering problem 
is comparatively simple, as the induction watt-hour 
meter is so excellent in its performance over a wide 
load range, and so simple in construction, that it seems 
to be merely a matter of scientific production to bring 
the cost of an instrument to a very low level. 

With direct current it is an entirely different matter ; 
D.C. watt-hour ineters are far from satisfactory from 
the standpoiut of accuracy under all conditions or over 
a long period, and the potential circuit losses are by 
no means negligible in most types of meter. An ainpere- 
hour meter therefore appears to be the only practicable 
solution. "The different tvpes may be classified roughly 
under electrolytic meters, commutator-motor meters, and 
mercury-motor meters. At the first glance the electro- 
lytic meter appears to give an immediate solution to the 
problem, but experience does not seem to justify this 
view, as such meters are not used to any great extent, 
while the British Engineering Standards Association 
does not recognise the type at all (Report 17, 1919, 
p. 7.) ` 

Commutator-motor meters, although used to an enor- 
mous extent on the Continent and in America, have 
not made much progress in Britain, and at least one 
important firm has ceased to manufacture all its models 
of this type. Спайс conditions in northern Britain 
make the difficulty of producing a satisfactory corn- 
mutator type meter almost insuperable. 

The field is accordingly left almost clear for the 
mercury-motor meter. This class of meter has been 
developed to a stage of accuracy and reliability almost 
comparable with the a.c. watt-hour meter. The cost 
of such meters is, however, very hich, and the present 
designs are not such as to allow much hope for great 
reductions even with the best mass production methods. 
It is unfortunate, too, that one of the most promising 
mercury meters was withdrawn at the outbreak of the 
war before it had attained a firm hold on the market. 
The present writer is of the opinion that the most hope- 
ful way of developing the mercury meter would lie in 
designing an instrument of the utmost simplicity, shorn 
of all eoinpensating devices, and in view of the great 
progress made in magnet production, this should now 
be within the bounds of possibility. 

It is hoped that this article may help to stimulate 
those interested in the electricity supply industry to 
endeavour to solve the cheap meter problem, which may 
be stated as follows: It is required to design a reliable 
electricity meter of the ampere-hour or watt-hour type 
for a maximum current of 5 amperes, which shall 
satisfy the Board of Trade requirements for accuracy, 
and which can be produced at a cost not exceeding £2.” 
Those within the meter industry will probably follow 
more or less on conventional lines, but it is possible 
that lavmen may be more successful in attacking the 
problem with fresher minds. The writer has already 
had some very novel suggestions from the latter source 
which may be published at a later date, but up till 
now the only practical result of these projected meter 


schemes has been to deepen his respect for what has 
been done by the pioneers. 

The present-day costs of electricity meters are ap- 
proxinately as below:— 

А.С. watt-hour meter, 5 amperes, 110 v. £3 10s. each. 


D.C. commutator ampere-hour meter, 5 amperes, £2 108. each. 
‘D.C. mercury-motor ampere-hour meter, 5 amperes, £4 10s. each. 


OUR LEAD SUPPLIES. 


WE invite the earnest consideration of all consumers of 
lead to ‘he present position as disclosed by the Board of 
Trade returns for 1919. 


The pre-war importation into the United Kingdom 
amounted to over 200,000 tons per annum, of which about 
three-fourths came from Australia and Spain. The average 
quantity from America was about 30,000 tons, all of which 
was obtained from Mexican lead desilverised in the U. S.A., 
and exported thence under the drawback system. 

For the three years ending June last, the Government 
has been responsible for the total supply, nearly all of which 
was used for war purposes, domestic consumption being 
practically shut down. 

The Government bought the whole of the Australian 
production, as wellas huge quantities in Spain and America, 
and of necessity had to provide for war consumption many 
months ahead. The result was that when the Armistice 
was signed and war consumption ceased, the stock here in 
Government hands of about 60,000 tons, rapidly increased 
until by May, 1919, no less than nearly 130,000 tons was 
in store. In addition to this, the producers in Australia 
held à much larger quantity for Government account. 

There was, therefore, at that time every prospect of a 
continued surplus of lead for a long time ahead, far beyond 
any possible requirements. 

How is it, therefore, that there is now a prospect of such 
a serious shortage that trade may possibly be seriously 
crippled ? 

As we have said, the Government stock at the end of 
1918 was about 60,000 tons. The imports last year 
amounted to 217,610 tons, against which 36,373 tons were 
exported, leaving 181,237 tons balance of imports over 
exports for home consumption, plus the Government stock. 
The outlook is serious, because our chief suppliers, tlie 
Australian mines, have been completely shut down since 
early in May last year, owing to the strike there, and there is 
no indication of the mines being re-opened. Thus for nine 
months a productive capacity of enormous proportions, and 
from which we received no less than 93,276 tons last year, 
has been for the time being eliminated. It is said that if 
the strike were to end to-morrow it would take four months 
before smelting could be fully resumed. Of the stock held 
in Australia in May last, very large shipments have been 
made to Japan and China, and what with this and the ship- 
ments to the United Kingdom, the balance is not more 
than sufficient to complete existing contracts, or, at any 
rate, there cannot be much free lead to count upon. 
Another serious point in the Australian position is that the 
miners have gone from Broken Hill in increasing numbers, 
and have been absorbed in other callinvs. 

From Spain last year we received only 39,502 tons, a 
quantity far short of our normal supplies, and the principal 
producing company in Spain has recently given ont that 
its total production for this year has been absorbed in the 
Continent of Europe. 

In these circumstances, special attention is due to the 
imports for last year. Of the total of 217,610 tons, 
152.258 were received in the first six months, and only 
65,352 tons in the last half of the year. Of this latter total 
we received in November and December combined only 
15,175 vons, and the exports of British and foreign com- 
bined were 12,267 tons for the two months. The Govern- 
ment stock is now under 30,000 tons unsold. 

Consumption for domestic purposes must largely increase, 
and every country in Europe is short of lead. Germany. 
Holland, and France have imported considerable quantities 
from us in the past few months, notwithstanding the 
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adverse rate of exchange, and America supplied us with only 
1,868 tons in the three months ending December 31st last 


year. 
LEAD STATISTICS FOR 1919. 


Importa— Oct. Nov. Dec. Total for the ye « 
: Tons Tons. Tons. . Tons. 
Australian . . 8,852 2.104 5,635 93,276 
Spain ... 7,058 200 3,252 39,502 
United States ... 594 280 994 53,008 
Others ... ET 1,614 95 2,015 31,824 
18,118 2,679 12,496 217,610 

Exports— · 

Foreign lead ... 3,181 2,576 2,449 10,803 
14.937 103 10,047 206,807 
British ... wwe . 4,222 3,298 3,944 25,570 
Net imports 10,715 — 6,103 181,237 
Decrease in stocks... T i2) 7,877 


U.K. absorption Ve 189,114 


ә 


LEGAL. 


British THOMSON-HOUSTON Co., тр. v. Corona LAMP 
Works, Ілр. 
(Continued from p. 139.) 

On Wednesday, Jan. 28th, Mr. Кеки, K. C., for defendants, 

said a statement had been got out by the plaintiffs’ accountant 

showing the sales of lainps by three companies in what he 
called the ring." viz., General Electric Co., Siemens, and 

British Thomson-Houston. He had no doubt that the figures 

were perfectly correct, but he would like to know what was 

the number of ordinary tungsten vacuum lamps sold in the 
same period, viz., the last five years. The defendants’ esti- 
mate was that it would be about 60 millions. 

Mr. Couerax, K. C., for plaintiffs, said the figure for gas- 
filled lamps was actually 5,905,932 for the last five years, viz., 
1914-1919. There had been a very rapid, increase in the 
sales. In 1914 they were 41,000, in 1915 280,000, 1916 452,000, 
1917 1,109,000, 1918 1,727,000; and-1919 2,296,087. During the 
war there was great difficulty in getting the goods, because 
the manufacture of electric lamps was controlled. He hap- 
pened to know, because he was the controller. One difficulty 
was the glass bulbs, and another difficulty was argon, which 
was made in Holland. With regard to the sale of tungsten 
vacuum lamps bv the three companies, for 1919 the figure 
was 9,589,908. The total sales of all lamps for that year 
were 11,855,245. | | 

Mr. KERLY, proceeding with his opening speech, said that 
with regard to the prior documents, he was not looking for 
a statement in words that one had to take a thick wire in 
one's gas-filled lamp. nor for a statement that one had to take 
a coil of wire, but he would say that he would find in plain 
language in those documents that if one had a pd lamp 
one could run the filament to give a greater brilliance, and 
that because the lamp was gas-filled that could be done with- 
out nndue danger to the life of the filament, and that it was 
the presence of the gas in the lamp which told one that one 
could run to a higher temperature with a corresponding 
higher brilliancy than was possible in a vacuum lamp. It 
war in order to get the possibilitv of that higher temperature 

without danger to the life of the lamp that one employed 
the gas, and it was for that purpose that it was employed in 
the prior specifications. 

Mr. BALLANTYNE, an analytical chemist. and an expert on 
electric lamps. gave evidence. Dealing with the prior specifi- 
cationes. he said the idea of a gas-filled lamp and of a metal 
h'ament for a gas-filled lamp was not unknown at the date 
of the plaintiffs' patent. 

On January 2th. in re-examination, Mr. Ballantyne said 
he knew of an article which originally appeared in the General 
Flectric Review. entitled '' Nitrogen-filled lamps.“ 

Mr. Percy RAYNER SMITH, assistant to Mr. Atkinson Adam. 
gave details of comparative tests of a Mazda 4-watt lamp and 
a Corona lamp. | 

Mr. ATKINSON ADAM, giving evidence, said the tests were 
designed to show what efficiency the plaintiffs’ lamp was 
giving. | ‚ 

At the conclusion of the evidence counsel addressed the 
Hurt. and the hearing was adiourned. 

On Tuesday. Februarv 3rd, Mr. Colrax summed up the 
гаіла’ case. and at the close of his speech his LorpsHIP 
said he would give judgment in a day or two. E 


Electric Drive for Mills In Foochow.—According to a 
US. Commerce Report, the Foochow Electrie Co. has. recently 
adopted the scheme of renting electrically-driven rice-milling 
machinery to small mills, thus securing a. rental for the machines 
and & profit from the electrical energy consumed by the milla in 
running the machines. 


- 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannet appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, Мо letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our vossession, 


Coal (Pit's Mouth) Prices Order and Direction, 1919. 


A point has been raised with regard to the question of '' coal 
delivered during the month of December, 1919,“ as referred 
to in the Coal Controlier's prescription, and in reply to 
my query to the Coal Mines Department, I have been in- 
formed as follows :— 

Coal for electricity undertakings which was dispatched 
from the colliery prior to December Ist 1s not subject to the 
reduction of 108. per ton under any circumstances. 

"'The terin ‘delivered’ in the prescription was used in 
explaining the method by which the amount of deduction 
was to be computed, but the Coal (Pit’s Mouth) Prices Order 
and Direction, 1919, makes it quite clear that only coal 
dispatched from the colliery on or after December lst is 
subject to the reduction.“ 

I shall be glad if you will kindly give publicity to this 


explanation. 
T. W. Cole, 
Secretary. 
Provincial Electric Supply Committee of the 
United Kingdom. 
London, E.C. 


February 3rd, 1920. 


Coil v. Magneto Ignition. 


We were particularly interested in the article in your issue 
of December 12th on the above subject, in which Mr. A. C. 
Booth recorded the satisfaction derived by him from an 
American car purchased in 1915, and fitted with a Delco 
electric lighting and electric starting equipment. Our notice 
was especially drawn to his statement that the three cells 
have stood up to the four years’ work, and have not so far 
required any attention other than a little distilled water once 
a month. This testimonial is the more gratifying insomuch 
that the battery in question is of the Exide type, manu- 
factured in this instance in Philadelphia, but identical in 
every respect with the Exide cell manufactured at our 
works, Clifton Junction. This type of battery has been 
adopted as a standard by several of the leading British motor 


manufacturers. 

The Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 
Clifton Junction. | 
January 29th, 1920. | | 


— ů — — 


The Lesco " Lampholder. | 5 


With reference to Mr. A. Peden Rutherford’s letter in your 
issue of the 23rd inst., we do not wish to take up your valuable 
space, nor do we think that any useful purpose would be 
served by either of us ventilating our personal grievances. 

We quite admit that at one time we were in negotiation 
with Mr. Rutherford, but we should like to contradict his 
staternent that such negotiations were broken off by us, as 
this was not the case. 

Lesco, Ltd. 


T. M. KiIREBY, Director. 
Manchester. 
January 30th, 1990. 


The correspondence relating to lampholders has, I think, 
proved both useful and interesting. In spite of the very 
good test obtained by Mr. Hope on a new holder, I still think 
that the two minute indentations on his holder are insuffi- 
cient for the purpose. Where holders are turned out in large 
quantities it is well known that variations take place. 
Furthermore, it is by no means an uncommon thing for a 
wireman to take the top off one holder and put it on to an- 
other. In these circumstances one may be quite sure that 
some holders will be put up with a slack fit, and the forca 
required to pull them apart will be much less than that 
mentioned by Mr. Hope. At seaside places, particularly, 
corrosion of the brass is by no means unknown, and I believe 
that this phenomenon sometimes occurs in other than seaside 
places. ` А very small amount of corrosion would very nearly 
abolish the indentations, in which case one might look out 
for trouble. QI as ake te 

Some day I trust Mr. Wordingham's proposed proving 
house will be established by the industry, when holders of 
new and old patterns will be tested by independent experta 
and certified or rejected as the case may be. The certificate 
of the proving house would be a great benefit to the in- 
ventor, as it would give him а good start off, while tbe 
absence of a certificate would prevent things from coming on 
to the market which might be unsatisfactory in their per- 
formance. Seeing that everybody will gain by the proving 
house, one cannot but wonder why there is so much delay n 
establishing it. | 


Electricity Works, North Shields, 
February 2nd, 1920, 


С. Turnbull. 


| . 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, whieh will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest. 


The Orling Jet Relay. 


In a booklet issued by the Orling’’s Telegraph Instruments 
Syndicate, Ltd., of 47, Victoria Street, S.W.1, an account of 
the Orling jet relay is given. The apparatus depends upon 
the principle that a fine jet of water may be deflected by the 
point of a needle, and that the angular movement of the jet is 
much greater than that of the needle. 

An ordinary cable recorder coil of the usual 500 ohms resist- 
ance is stiffly suspended in a magnetic field of moderate 
strength. Attached to the top of this coil is an aluminium 
arm 30 mm. long, a waxed edge of which is brought into con- 
tact with a jet of slightly acidulated or salted water issuing 
from a tube. This jet is quite steady, and its angular move- 
ments are entirely controlled by the receiving coil. 


90 mm. below the arm a wedge-shaped piece of celluloid is 
clamped between two carbon electrodes, and is so placed that 
the jet falls upon the apex and is divided into two parts. 

en in operation, the jet never leaves the apex of the 
wedge, across which it is always astride, signal impulses to 
one side or the other merely varying the position of the jet on 
the dividing edge of the "ек and causing more or less water 
to flow down one or other of the inclined sides of the wedge. 

Fig. 2 shows the arrangement of the local circuit when the 
instrument is used as a magnifier, particularly for signals 
through long submarine cables. | 

It will be observed that R, and R., down which the divided 
parts of the jet flow, constitute one pair of arms of a Wheat- 
stone bridge, the other pair being formed of the fixed resist- 


Fra. 8. Ге. 4. 


ances R, and B,, whilst a eiphon-recorder, or other instrument 
suitable for a local circuit, and the local battery are connected 
to complete the bridge arrangement. | 

The recording instrument is actuated with precision and 
force by means of the local current, which flows when the 
balance is upset by the minute to and fro motion of the jet 
astride the wedge. mE | 

The balance of the local circuit is doubly differential in that 
the cross-sectional area on one side increases by as much ae 
that on the other decreases. Thus the resistance is much 
less on the one side and much greater on the other. 

By arranging the circuits as shown in fig. 3 & very useful 
discriminating effect is produced, whereby telegraphic signals 
are picked out and all disturbing currents of a rapidly vary- 
ing nature are rejected. | | | 
| rds of an experiment in which artificial electrical dis- 
turbances were applied to the circuit are shown in fig. 4. The 
sections marked off mark intervals of time when the in- 
strument was out of the circuit and only the disturbances 
were then recorded. A photograph of the apparatus is repro- 
duced in fig. 5, in which also may be seen the rotary pump 
driven by s small electric motor for furnishing a continuous 
supply of water to the jet 


It is claimed by the makers of this instrument that it hee 
printed Morse signals on a Wheatstone  inker with a 
current of 0.02 microampere at the rate of 450) letters per 
minute, the current strength in the receiving coil being as low 
as 4X10—"* ampere. They also state that, at experimental 
trials made at an Atlantic cable station shortly before the out- 


bs 


Fic. 5.—Onr1NG Jer RELAY. 


break of war, as & simplex instrument with заре connec- 
tions the jet relay raised the previous safe-signalling maxim 
by 195 per cent. with perfectly defined signals. 

On another cable of higher E.R. a speed constant of 1,500 was 
attained. The publication also gives an outline of several 
modifications of the same apparatus. 


The Albert" Current Limiter. 


Messrs. WARD & GOLDSTONE, LTD., of Sampson Works, Sal- 
ford, Manchester, are putting on the market a simple little 
device for preventing the consumption of current in excess 
that intended for the circuit on which it is installed, as for 
instance in hotel suites, flats supplied through а common 
meter, and small dwellings not provided with separate 
meters. The controller, which is illustrated in fig. 6, consists 
of & trigger and a emall electromagnet in series with the 
circuit; when the current exceeds the prescribed value, due 
to the switching-on of an extra lamp or other consuming 
device, the trigger releases a hammer which knocks off a 
ewitch and opens the circuit. То restore the supply, an er 
ternal ewitch handle is turned to set the trigger, and st the 
same time opens the circuit at another point, so that it is 


Fic. 6.—TuHeE '" ALPEKT’’ EXCESS CURRENT CONTROLLING 
Device. 


impossible to obtain an excess supply by holding or tying the 
handle; on releasing the handle the circuit is completed, and 
if the offending lamp has been cut off, remains complete. 
Obviously the device functions also as a safety cut-out, taking 
{һе place of a fuse. It is enclosed in a cover which can 
sealed. Provision is made for regulation over a wide range 
at the time of g the instrument, and five ranges are 
standardised, with maximum currents from 0.9 to 5 amperes. 
A single 30-watt lamp beyond the prescribed number on & 
circuit of any usual voltage actuates the device, which We 
have seen in operation. 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Electrical Trade of German-Austria.— The German 
Foreign Ойїсе has been drawing attention to conditions in 
the electrical trade of German-Austria. Austrian manufac- 
turers have been following the example set in other countries 
during the war, and endeavouring to increase their produc- 
tion by means of standardisation and specialisation in certain 
works. No great progress haa been made, but undoubtedly 
a great deal of capital has been invested during the past 
four or five years in electrical manufacturing in Austria. More- 
over, many additional schemes of this nature are in con- 
templation. It ig considered, however, that apart from the 
technical qualifications of those interested, which are un- 
doubted, the success of such enterprises depends upon their 
relationship to the German electrical industry. The 
are apparently dubious of the attitude of their former allies. 
Consequently, the German electro-technical industry is ad- 
vised to be prepared for something in the way of a present 
sacrifice with a view to recouping itself in the future. It is 
recommended to give speciai attention to the German-Aus- 
trian market, and particularly to the opportunities existent 
there for the development of water power. It is pointed out 
that the completion of such an undertaking will inevitably 
place the electrical industry of Austria in a strong position 
and permanently increase the demand for machinery and 


apparatus. 


A Westinghouse Re-union Dinner.— Mr. W. W. Hughes 
presided over a gathering of 160 ex-British Westinghouse engi- 
neers at their annual reunion at the Holborn Restaurant, 
London, on Jan. rd. This is the second occasion upon which 
ex-B.W. men have foregathered since the forination of an 
association which has for its object the promotion and con- 
tinuation of friendly relations between inen who originally 
met under the British Westinghouse banner at Trafford 
Park. The proceedings commenced with & reunion in the 
reception room. At the dinner which immediately followed, 
the chairman read a letter from Mr. Newcomb-Carlton, now 
president of the Western Union Cable & Telegraph Co., ex- 
pressing his deep regret at being unable to preside. The 
hey should also have included Baron Ashfield (Sir Albert 

tanley), Mr. Bonar Law, and Mr. J. Annan Bryce, but 
business engagements prevented Шеп attending; the chair- 
man also said that the committee had received over one 
hundred letters from ex-B.W. men ail over the country 
apologising for absence. After the loyal toasts had been 
honoured, Mr. P. A. Sanders, O.B.E., gave that of the ex- 
B.W. Association. He asked all ex-B.W. men to join be- 
cause it was not a business association, but a medium through 
which old and new friends could be met. Mr. L. R. 
Morshead responded on behalf of the committee. The chair- 
man then gave the toast of the guests, to which the only 
guest present, Lieut.-Col. Montague Craddock. C.B., C.M.G., 
an old and popular British Westinghouse director, replied, 
and in doing so made a pleasing reference to his friendship 
with tbe late Mr. George Westinghouse. During the speeches 
htting testimony was given to Mr. L. S. Richardson, the 
hon. secretary, for his work in promoting the Association 
and organising the gathering again this year. The members 
were especially pleased with Mr. Richardson's treatment of 
the programme and toast list—a humorous production con- 
taining inany telling skits on various members of the Asso- 
dation. The concert programme was contributed entirely by 
members eof the Association. Mr. A. Simon accompanied, 
Mr. Pochobradsky played the violin, Mr. H. S. Aspinal and 
Mr. F. Ollerenshaw contributed songs, and the humoroue 
Items were furnished by Mr. Val Wood and Mr. E. H. 
Miller. Mr. Richardson again’ introduced the bombass, which 
Nas uproariousl]y received. Membership of the Association 
Is open to inen who were employed on the staff of the British 
Westinghouse Co. for two years, and who completed two 
vears service prior to September 30th, 1919; the annual 
subscription is 25. 6d., and the hon. secretary, Мг. IL. S 
Richardson, M. Sydney Road, Richmond, Surrey, will be 
pleased to furnish full particulars to all ex-B.W. men who 
would like to join. 


Ё Welcome Home“ Party at Leigh.—0n January 22nd 
the Irectors and management of Callenders Cable & Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Leigh, gave a fitting welcome home to 

| the men now in their employ who served in H.M. Forces 
during the war. The invitations also included their wives 
and children (up to 14 years of age), members of the various 
‘ommittees representing the employés, and those who have 
administered to the welfare of the men and their dependents 
while the breadwinners were away. The company present 
nimbered more than 300. 

М: е decoration of the canteen, which was the work of 
af Casstles (the lady welfare supervisor) and the electrical 

i жан greatly admired, the Christmas tree adding greatly 
with е charming effect. The event commenced at 6 p.m. 
wei high tea." Prior to the entertainment which fol- 

s Mr. Bowyer, J.P. (works manager), said that it was 
tet ourth occasion on which the firm had entertained the 
the ice men and their dependents, and this time they had 
ве pleasure of welcoming the boys" home. Не 
come moa 2 very hearty welcome. Sir Tom Callender had 

specially from London to welcome the boys home _on 


behalf of the firm. Sir Tom Callender expressed the grest 
pleasure it gave him to be present. In assuring the boys 
of a hearty welcoine, he said that out of 856 Callendere' em- 
ployés who had served in the war, no fewer than 260 joined 
the various branches of H.M. Forces from the Leigh Anchor 
Works, and they had eerved in almost every part of the 
world in which the war raged. Some had received dis- 
tinguished honours, and others, alas, no fewer than 27 Anchor 
men, had paid the supreme sacrifice. His brother, Mr. James 
Callender, who had also passed away, always took the greatest 
Interest in all that pertained to the welfare and happiness 
of the employés at Anchor Works. He (Sir Tom) was pleased 
to say that every pre-war employé of the Anchor Works who 
had been spared had been reinstated, and the remainder of 
the pre-war employés who had yet to return would be similarly 
provided for. The firm were grateful to those who had 
enabled them to carry on during the war, and to do so much 
to keep up the production of war-time essentials. He had 
brought with him a small contingent from London to join 
him in the welcome he extended to all concerned. Gunner 
W. Hampson, who had both feet blown off by a shell, had 
à great reception on rising to propose a vote of thanks to 
Sir Tom Callender, to Mr. Bowyer, and to the management. 
Second-Lieut. John Hodgson seconded the vote of thanks, not 
only for the welcome home, but for the many kindnesses 
extended to service men all through the war. Sir Tom Cal- 
lender had eaid how glad the firm were to have the men back, 
and be would add that the men were quite as glad to be 
back again with the firm. Sir Tom Callender having briefly 
replied, Mr. C. Pipkin, with whom were associated Mr. 
Howard Foulds and Mr. Hunter, all of Callenders’ London 
Otfice, led three cheers for the Boys who had returned, on 
behalf of the London contingent. In the entertainment 
which followed, Mr. Arthur Guilford (Manchester) distin- 
guished himself as а versatile comedian. Mr. Alfred Hor- 
rocks followed with a clever manipulation of hie '' fantastical 
fan," and greatly ainused young and old with his Punch 
and Judy " show. For the children the event of the evening 
was the arrival of Father Christmas (looking the part to 
perfection) in his motor car loaded with sacks of presents 
which he proceeded to distribute with unstinted liberality. 
A plentiful eupply of toy instruments was reserved for the 
adults, the playing of which culminated in the formation of 
a huge Jazz band. From 9 to ll p.m., to tbe strains of 
Ramsdales Band, dancing reigned supreme, Messrs. J. 
Graham, J. Hoyle, and J. C. Pass being the efficient M.O.'s. 

During the interval fruit and sweets were served to the 
children, and each lady received the firm's gift of a 3 lb. of 
tea, and the gentlemen tobacco and cigarettes. The singing 
of Auld Lang бупе”' appropriately terminated the pro- 
ceedings. 

Lead Reports.— Messrs. James Forster & Co., reported 


on January 3lst :— 


Early lead was adversely affected by shipments made by the Government 
from Live pool to London, the market being unprepared for same, The 
strength of the position of the metal, however, has been clearly shown by the 
following days’ markets, exch day showing an advance until on Thursday 
£47 7s. 6d. was paid for January and February, £47 10s. for March, and up 
to £48 for May. There is no favourable news as to the position in Australia, 
and little chance of getting any material supplies from Spain. For some 
weeks now consumers have been buying very little in the hope of getting 
easier conditions, but, notwithstanding a free liquidation of '' bull“ accounts, 
we have had no set-back. 

Messrs. G. Cawson & Co. on January 31st reported: 

There has again been a moderate inquiry from consumers, and also some 
little trade for export. The bulk of the business done, however, has again 
been almost entirely Speculative. The position as to supplies remains un- 
changed; there is at present plenty of lead available for all requirements. 
Arrivals during the month have not been quite so heavy, but as Australian 
lead is still coming forward regularly and very considerable sales of Mexican 
bonded lead have been made, to come forward during the next two or three 
months, there seems to be no question as to any shortage in supplies. With 
the present high prices now ruling and also the record price of silver, Mexico 
and other countries wiil certainlv increase their output.. .. Definite infor- 
mation as to the Spanish production and prospects. of future output is difi- 
cult to obtain. The outlook for the time being seems to be fairly favourable, 
provided speculators continue to support the market—there is no valid reason 
why they should not do so, as it is not in their interest to allow prices to 
break away and go to a lower level. 


French Orders for German Electricity Meters.— At ite 
meeting in the middle of December, the Municipal Council 
of Metz considered the tenders sent in for the supply of 
2,000 electricity meters. The French, English, and American 
tenderers asked for & delay in delivery of nine months to 
one year, and quoted round eums of 270,000 frs. The A.E.G. 
of Berlin offered to supply the 2,000 meters in six weeks, and - 
quoted the low price of 165,772 frs. Considering the financial 
side of the question alone, the Municipality accepted the 
tender of the German firm. Very naturally the decision haa 
passed under the scathing criticism of our contem 
l'Electricité ; 1,500,000 killed. 200 milliards of damage and 
ruins have not, it says, weighed in the decision of these 
municipal councillors. A saving of 100,000 frs., a little delay 
in delivery—which it would be ill-beseeming to urge as 3 
fault to the French industry, disorganised by five years of 
war—have been enough for these Lorraine councillors to prove 
their ingratitude to the nation's electrical manufacturers, who, 
throughout the war, have placed their works, their materials, 
their means, under contribution to save them from the 
clutches of the Teutons. 
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Canning's Post-war Re-union.—On Saturday, January 
94th the first post-war reunion of principals and employés of 
Messrs. W. Canning & Co. was held at the White Horse 
Hotel, Birmingham, Mr. E. R. Canning presiding. 

During the smoking concert which followed the dinner, 
Mr. T. R. Canning, who has resigned from his position ^s 
head of the firm, received a presentation from the staff and 
employés. Mr. R. T. Gosling read the illuminated address, 
and asked Mr. Canning to accept it, together with a gold 
cigarette case and wristlet watch. 

In responding, Mr. T. R. Canning first extended a hearty 
welcome to the inen who had returned from military service, 
and voiced sympathy with the relatives and friends of those 
who had fallen. In thanking all for their kind expressions 
and present, he said it was nearly 40 years since he went to 
Birmingham as а youth of 14; a few years after he had com- 
pleted his apprenticeship he was taken into partnership in 
what was then a small business. By hard work during long 
hours, and taking advantage of possibilities, the three partners 
were able to develop the business. In the middle ‘eighties 
metal finishing and plating by mechanical means was intro- 
duced from the States, and very little was known of the 
various products used or how they were used. The firm, 
therefore, had to secure the contidence of manufacturers by 
putting in plant on trial and taking 1t back if it did not prove 
satisfactory. They were the oldest firm making aud supply- 
ing electro-plating chemicals. Whatever clauus might be 
brought forward, he asserted that Mr. W. Canning was 
making chemicals for silver-plating immediately after its intro- 
duction. Some of those present could recall Mr. John Thorn- 
ton, to whoin he owed his success in the business. He re- 
gretted the trend of thought which suggested that an em- 
ployer's only object was to get all le could out of his 
employés. That had never been his principle. If a man 
showed himself capable of filling a better position he always 
gave him the opportunity when it arose. Many of those he 
saw around him came as lads. Their present chief, Mr. 
E. R. Canning, received his business tuition under him, and 
no one could say that he had not turned out to be a good 
business man. ‘There was only one real way to success, and 
that was by hard work either with brain or hand. He did 
not mean to say that a man should always be at work, but 
he should work hard when at work and play hard when at 
play. If he could read the signs of the times the nation would 
have to work as hard as it had ever done, as he felt sure that 
in a few years competition would be as keen as it was before 
tho war. His last wish was that employes, staff, and prin- 
cipals should work together, each doing what he could to 
further the interests of the business. ‘The toast of The 
Firm '"" was proposed by Mr. P. Brotherton. 

Mr. T. W. Senier, in seconding, said that so far as the 
London depot was concerned, new premises had been obtained 
which would permit of that section of the business being 
remodelled. In his reply, Mr. E. К. Canning said that the 
firm would not have been in its present position had it not 
been for the part the women had played during Ше war. 
They had not found it necessary to discharge а single 
woman. Mr. Canning remarked that when his brother 
started the business the = stat! numbered only half a 
dozen; when he entered the business it had grown 
to ninety; and to-day it stood at upwards of six hundred. 
No fewer than 110 men left them to serve the country, but 
he was thankful to say that most of them had come through 
unscathed. Referring to the future, Mr. Canning said they 
were told the war would bring better conditions, but it 
seemed to him that during the last few months everything 
had gone astray. He was afraid we were in for troublesome 
times ahead, but he was still optimistic, as he believed that 
Englishmen who put their backs to the wall to win the war 
would again win through. Before peace and quietness was 
obtained the cost of living must be reduced. That was the 
crux of the position, and to reduce the cost of living more 
goods must be produced. They knew that the output per 
man could be increased, and while they did not get so much 
labour trouble as other firms, & solution had to be found to 
the question of production. If piecework prices were reason- 
able a man ought to earn as much as he possibly could, and 
it was up to the employers to see that those prices were not 
reduced. He appealed to them not to nurse grievances, as 
they would only grow, but to bring them forward for settle- 
ment. 

' The chairman then presented watches to nine members of 
the staff who had seen upwards of twenty vears' service with 
the firm. Messrs. G. A. Pope, A. Butcher, and J. Wake- 
field, three of the recipients of long service awards, suitably 
acknowledged the firm’s gifts, after which the chairman 
presented to each of the ex-service men present useful gifta 
as small mementos of the part they played: in the war. on 
hehalf of those who staved at home. Capt. W. R. Pratt 
féfiirmed thanks on behalf of the ex-service employés. - 

From Recent Speeches.—^"ir Auckland Geddes, President 
of the Board of Trade, has been speaking upon the importance 
of our reopening trading relations with Germany. In a 
speech delivered: at the Plymouth Chamber of Commerce on 
Saturday last, he is reported to have warned the traders of 
the country against the weakness of giving way to inter- 
national hatreds and spites. He would have thought any 
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man would be satisfied with what we had done to our enemies. 
" Not as a matter of sentiment, not even as a matter af 
humanity—leave that out, if you will—but as a matter of 
plain self-interest, come forward, pick your late enemies up 
and try to get them on thelr feet again. If we do not we 
shall leave Europe shattered, and the paralysis which has 
crept over them will creep over our national life, too." They 
were sometimes told the present Government had no policy, 
but on the trade side it had a very clear and distinct policy, 
from which it had never deviated one hair's breadth. That 
policy was to get the export trade of this country going now. 

Here is another straw showing which way the wind is 
blowing :— 

Mr. J. H. Thomas, speaking at the American Luncheon 
Club: “ The first essential to a normal position the world 
over was to try, if possible, to forget that the war had taken 
place. Unless credit was re-established and we gave our 
late enemies an opportunity to work, there was no chance of 
them making reparation for the wrongs they had done 
Instead of having the recriminations of the past, ешріоуега 
and labour must be partners in industry. Each section must 
re-establish confidence in the other. The fatal dithculty of 
to-day was that labour mistrusted capital because of the differ- 
ences of the past, and capital equally mistrusted labour... 
There would be no solution of the labour problem until both 
sides trusted each other. . . He wanted Americans to recog- 
nise their obligations to the world.“ 

In one of his Paisley speeches, Mr. Asquith referred to the 
question of nationalisation. He said that the Labour Party 
in the long run were committed by their principles aa а 
party to the ultimate ownership, control, management, and 
working by the State of the whole machinery of production 
throughout the range of industry. He referred to the great 
danger that this presented to the innumerable advantages 
which were derived from the free play of competition, of 
individual energy, of rival encouragement, from the intlux of 
new processes and new inventions, and new methods of pro- 
duction. He was strongly of opinion that there was need 
for great and far-reaching reforms in our industrial system. 
"I think that the voice of Labour, the power of Labour 
to exercise a control or share in the control of what 1s, after 
all, a great partnership, or to the conjoint result of which it 
contributes in many cases the larger share, the claim of 
Labour upon that point is a claim which is quite irresistible.” 
There ig a third party in these great industrial combinations. 
whose voice also ought to be heard, and whose hand ought 
to be felt. That is the State, as representing the consumer. 
One of the most formidable dangers, not only to individual 
liberty, but to the wise and equitable distribution of wealth 
nowadays, is the danger that springs from the growth of 
big combinations. They must be kept rigidly under control 
in the interest of the community at large, and unless kept 
under control, thev will be masters of the community instead 
of being its servants.” 

In an address on Industria! Unrest,” delivered at the 
City Business Club, Glasgow, Mr. William Adainson, char- 
man of the Parliamentary Labour Party, said there had been 
too much tendency to put down the whole thing as beine 
the aftermath of the war. He admitted, however, that the 
evil had been intensified during the five vears of war to such 
an extent that unless a speedy and satisfactory solution were 
effected the stability of the State might be undermined. . .. 
During the war the worker was again and again promised. 
if he did his share in defending the country, that at its con 
clusion he would be living in a new world. The worker was 
looking for that promise being redeemed, but was skill waiting 
on the delivery of the goods. As vet he saw very little sito 
of the promised New Jerusalem. The worker had got tired. 
and һе had made up his mind he would be no longer content 
to go along quietly acquiescent in a systein of industry con 
ducted for the profit of the few. Employers m continuing to 
act us they were doing were acting foolishly, as they did not 
кееш! to realise that the industrial situation was 8 serios 
one. and a dangerous one. His own personal opinion was that 
the best means for effecting a better relationship between the 
various sections of the people was by evolution along cou 
stitutional lines.—Daily Telegraph. : 

Speaking on A practical ideal for industry," at a meeunz 
in Manchester of the North-western district of the Society 
of Technical Engineers, Mr. B. Seebohm Rowntree said that 
science would play an increasingly important part in :D* 
dustry in the future. The terrible wastage of wealth of the 
past five or six years had to be made up in the least possible 
time, for wealth was essential to progress; and therefore 16 
was of supreme importance that industry should rapidly in- 
crease its efliciency. We could not carry on industry by the 
old rule-of-thumb methods; we should have to put into it 
the best brains and the best science that could be applied. 
The position of the chemist and the engineer was going to 5e 
much more important in the future than in the past. We 
should regard all industry as a form of national service. It 
was all nonsense to talk about over-production. It was 1m- 
possible to produce too much wealth—what mattered was f 
manner of its distribution. Eighty shillings a week—repre- 
senting 358. 3d. a week in 1914—was the lowest sum on whic 
a man could be expected to carry on a home and bring пр an 
average family to-day, and yet industry in its present state 
could not stand such a minimum. It was, however, a mmi- 
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mum that should be aimed at, and that it might be secured 
more efficient production was necessary. In enabling the 
administrators of industry to produce more economically and 
eficiently engineers would be doing a great national service. 
Manchester Guardian. 

Sir Auckland Geddes, in a speech delivered on January 29th, 
said :—One of the greatest problems of the Government of 
the moment was how, under ordinary economic forces, gold 
in America could be got to flow across the Atlantic in an 
easterly direction. Until we do that, we cannot stop with 
any certainty the rise in the cost of living. There is only 
one way in which we can get a flowof gold to start from 
America: we sbould send across the Atlantic in a westward 
direction more goods—that is to say, goods of greater value than 
America is sending to us in the shape of raw materials and food, 
and if we can once get a bigger stream flowing westward than the 
values of the goods flowing eastwards, we should at once get a flow 
of gold eastwards to make up the difference. There was one 
solution for the present position—and that was that somehow, by 
hook or oy crook, this country must get its volume of production 
enormously increased. There would then be bigger quantities week 
by week for export, and as the export of goods began to flow in 
increasing value, we might look for gold to begin to flow back, and 
quite a small trickle of gold coming back from the United States 
would begin to affect the cost of living.—Finuncial Timea. 


Sun Staff Dinner.—A very successful Peace dinner 
was held by the SuN ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., at the Café Royal, 
Regent Street, on January 31st. Mr. A. G. Beaver, the general 
manager, presided, and the directors of the company and a great 
number of the members of the staff were present. Among the 
toasts were ‘Ours, who did their bit in the Great War," proposed 
by Mr. Beaver, and responded to by ex-Sergt. Wood, who expressed 
his appreciation of the way the company had dealt with the 
ex- Service men; The Directors (response by the chairman, Mr. 
Tweedy Smith); The Indoor Staff,” to which Miss Dewdney very 
ably replied on behalf of the ladies; “The Outdoor Staff and 
Agents, and The Press.“ In proposing the health of the general 
manager, Mr. H. C. Weeks presented him with a piece of plate, a 
cigarette case, and a volume containing the signatures of the gub- 
scribers, as an appreciation of his valued leadership. Mr. Beaver 
spoke in glowing terms of the goodwill existing among all members 
of the staff, and attributed the company’s success, in & great 
measure, to this spirit. He remarked ор the fact that the company's 
“coming of age occurred in August next, it having been formed 
in 1899. А well-arranged concert followed the dinner. Items of 
great artistic merit were rendered by Miss MayKearsey, Miss 
Norah Drake, and Messrs. Bret Hayden, Herbert Richards, Wilson 
Martell, and Max Templeton. 


Accumulators in Australia.—The recent decision of the 
Commonwealth Government to encourage the development of the 
accumulator manufacturing industry in Australia by prohibiting 
the importation of secondary batteries except by licence has, 
jadging from the news brought by the last mail, been the cause of 
considerable discussion. A writer in the last number to hand of 
the Australian. Motorist remarks that “those who advocated an 
embargo on accumulators and batteries were apparently unaware 
that motor vehicles need them, and the whole of their arguments 
appeared to be based upon the opinion that electric storage 
batteries were only required for a few shire and municipal lighting 
plante, as well as for city electric lighting undertakings. There 
are upwarde of 30,000 motor-cars running in Australia to-day, 
which are dependant upon specially designed batteries, which have 
not yet been produced in Australia beyond an experimental stage. 


The attempts to make automobile batteries in Australia have 


hitherto proved futile, for the reason that the Australian rubber 
companies have not been able to produce vulcanite cells, and the 
business is not sufficiently large for any battery concern to instal 
plant for making suitable rubber containers, Attempts to con- 
struct an Australian-made automobile battery have been abandoned 
by expert men for the reason that lead and celluloid cells have in 
past years been abandoned as useless for automobile work, and 
these are the only cells so far produced in Australia. Those 
administering the Government Proclamation have eased the regula- 
tions considerably, after consultation with the Federal Council of 
Australian Motor Traders, by allowing motor chassis and cars to 
come in equipped with accumulators. Batteries not attached to 
De cars or chassis can, however, still only be imported under 
сепсе,” * ‚ A 


Trade Аппоппсетепїв,—Тн® RosiNsoN & Hanps ELEC- 
TBICAL Co., LTD., have extended their premises in Barwick Street, 
Birmingham, by taking the adjacent building (No. 56), and thus 
doubling their warehouse and office capicity. Since the Armistice 
they have bought and equipped a large freehold works at Nechells, 
Birmingham, where they are manufacturing electric lampholders, 
fuseboards and accumulator switchboards on a large scale. At 
Ashton they have a well-equipped shop for the repair of electrical 
machinery. 

Тнв ENTERPRISE MANUFACTURING Co., Lro., have this week 
opened a branch in Bath Lane, Swansea. Telephone No.: Central 
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, Менка. L. C. SPEED and T. HEALY, who for some years have 
com the engineering staff of the Southport Corporation elec- 
leity department, have started in business as electrical and 
d AGAIN engineers at Princes Place, Hoghton Street, Southport, 
pl limited company—The West Lancashire Electrical Oo., 
maiis as been formed. They desire to receive manufacturers’ 
ogues, display cards, ko. aS 


French Electrical Companies.—Under the style of 
L'Electro-Menuiserie, there has been formed at Paris & company 
for the manufacture and sale, in France and abroad, of wodd 
furniture for electric installations. Its capital is 150,000 fr. 

Launched by the Compagnie Francaise de Constructions 
Industrielles, and the Société d'Applications du Béton Arms, the 
Société d'Enterprises de Réseaux Electriques has for objects the 
erection of transmission lines, and the construction of iron, 
cement, and wooden standards, more: particularly in the regions 
invaded. КО | a 

In order to carry out various agreements come to with other 
companies serving the suburbs of Paris,the Union d'Electricité 
has decided to raise its capital to 125,000,000 fr. It will absorb 
the Energie Electrique de la Région Parisienne, paying for the 
transactions in 20,000 newly-created 500 fr. shares. It will join 
forces with the principal companies serving the suburbs—the 
Triphasé, the Ouest-Lumière, the Est-Lumiére, and the Rive 
Gauche company. The new partnership and amalgamation share- 
capital created for these purposes will amount to 39,800,000 fr., 
while a sum in specie of 6,901,241 fr. will also be handed over. 

The Société Algor is a company just formed at Levallois (Seine), 
with a capital of 600,000 fr. for the manufacture, purchase, and 
sale of electric lamps. | 

The Compagnie des Lampes et Appareils Electriques de Provence 
has just raised its capital from 600,000 fr. to 1,000,000 fr. 

The Société Hydro-Electrique de Lyon has decided to raise ita 
capital from 4,000,000 to 8,000,000 fr. 

The Compagnie du Sud-Lumiére, one of the companies serving 
the suburbs of Paris, has raised its capital to 10,000,000 fr., and has 
issued 20,000 500 fr. bonds. 


The Marking of Goods.— The Merchandise Marks Com- 
mittee are completing their arrangements for taking evidence 
before proceeding to consider their report. Associations and 
others who may wish to make representations on any of the matters 
which the Committee are investigating should communicate with 
the Secretary of the Committee at the Patent Office, 26, South- 
ampton Buildings, W.C. 2, not later thau February l4th. 

The Committee, who were appointed by the Board of Trade, and 
sit under the chairmanship of Mr. Henry Greer, M.P., are dealing 
in particular with the following questions :— 

1. Whether all imported goods, or particular classes of imported 
gcods, should be required to bear on importation, or on sale in this 
country, & statement as to their origin; whether the statement 
should specify the actual country of origin, or should merely indi- 
cate that the goods are not of British, or not of United Kingdom 
origin ; and whether any such requirement should extend to goods 
trans-shipped in this country, or re-export d from this country, to 
British poasessions and foreign countries. 

2. The advisability of encouraging the institution of an Empire 
mark to denote British origin ; the utility and effect of national 
trade-marks and other similar collective marks ; and whether any 
such mark, or marks, if used at all, should be administered by the 
Government, or by municipalties, or by associations of traders. 

3. Whether any and what international action is necessary or 
desirable to prevent the false marking of goods with indications of 
British origin, and to protect regional appellations of origin. 


А Phenix Works Reunion.—The employs at the 
Phuwnix Works, Bradford (ENGLISH ELECTRIC Co., LTD.), brought 
to a conclusion their activities on behalf of those who left the 
works to serve with the Forces, by holding a reunion in the King's 
Hall on January 27th. The Phoenix Relief Fund ceased to be 
contributed to on January 31st, 1919, when there was a balance in 
hand of £1,773. The sum of £200nly had been spent in the working 
of the scheme, and 12 persons were still getting relief. Of these seven 
were still serving with the Forces. A musical programme was 
given, after which the rest of the evening was taken up by 
dancing. 


Dissolutions of Partnership. — PARK ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING Co., electrical and mechanical engineera, Westing- 
house Road. Trafford Park, Manchester.—Messrs, W. J. R. Fox, 
G. L. Brown, and Н. C. Jones have dissolved partnership. Messrs. 
G. L. Brown and Н. С. Jones will attend to debts. 

RicHES & REEVES, milliners, art dealers and electrical con- 
tractors, 36, Harrington Road, South Kensington, S.W.—Mesara. 
V. Riches and Н. A. Reeves have dissolved partnership. Mr, V. 
Riches will attend to debta. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—C. HRLLVAR (A. Parker and 
Co.), electrical engineer and contractor, East Sheen.—First and 
final dividend of 38. in the £, payable February 16th, at 132, York 
Road, S.E. 1. 


Calendars.— From Messrs. J. Hopkinson & Co., LTD., 
of Huddersfield, we have received a handsome wall calendar. 
Large daily slips, with red figuring, are mounted on a atout card 
showing Hopkinson valves in process of manufacture. 

Messrs. Rost. W. BLACKWELL X Co., LTD., of 36, Emperor's 
Gate, South Kensington, S. W. 7. have prepared a wall calendar 
comprising six two-monthly sheets, each of which has a humorous 
illustration, in colour, by Lawson Wood, giving advice gratis. Some 
desk blotting slips have also been received. 


South African Electrical Imports.—The imports of 
electrical materials and machinery into South Africa during the 
nine monthsending with September last attained a valueof & 741.765 
А with ошу £372,305 in the corresponding period of 
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German Trade with India. — The Daily Telegraph 
publishes a message from Bombay, dated January 28th, stating that 
the invasion of the Indian market has begun. “The 
first shipload of German goods arrived to-day, consisting princi- 
pally of glassware. Many Indian firms have reeeived direct 
in to open up trade with Germany, and India is also 
exporting goods to Germany, During the last few weeks she has 
sent her large quantities of cotton.” 


A. S. E. and Amalgamation.— After expending over £7,000 
on the delegate meeting, held in Manchester, to alter their rules, 
the Amalgamated Society of Engineers now find that all this was 
unnecessary, because of the new scheme to amalgamate the 
Unions connected with the engineering and cognate trades. The 
new Society, to be known as the Amalgamated Engineering Union, 
will come into existence on July 1st.— Daily Dispatch. 


Electrical Trade with Scandinavia.—Mr. Montagu 
Villiers, Commissioner in Scandinavia for the Overseas Service of 
the Federation of British Industries, was in Birmingham last week, 
and interviewed many Midland manufacturers upon the possibility 
of trade with that country and Denmark. He emphasised that 


great use is made of water power electrically, and that at the 


present time unique opportunities are afforded for the development 
of trade in electrical engineering and accessories. 


The Beama Rebate Proposals.—At Ilford Electricity 
Committee the electrical engineer submitted two letters from Mr. 
D. N. Dunlop (Beama) upon the subject of (a) rebate arrangements 
for inclusive purchase of electrical plant; amd (5) rebate arrange- 
ments for non-inclusive purchase of electrical plant, the object of 
the arrangement being limited to the purchase for use of 
machines in Great Britain and Ireland, the Isle of Man, and the 
Channel Islands only. The electrical engineer further reported as 
to the objects sought to be achieved by the proposals set out in the 
letters referred to, such proposals being authorised by a schedule of 
firms appended to the communication, and including a number of 
manufacturers and sellers of electrical plant in this country. 
Before ooming to any decision on the suggestions set out in the 
above letters, the Committee instructed the clerk to report upon 
the legal position. 


Callender's Hospital Fund.—The seventeenth annual 
report of Callender's Hospital and Distress Fund was submitted 
and approved at the goneral meeting, held on January 31st, at the 
Belvedere Works, Sir Tom Callender presiding. The penny weekly 
subscriptions realised £316 at Belvedere, and during the early 
months of the year £16 at Picardy Works—total, £362, against 
£394 in 1918. Callender's Co. gave a donation of £50, and 
directors and others donated a further 23 guineas. To hospitals 
and other institutions there was distributed £376. The report 
showed the number of hospital and convalescent home letters, 
surgical appliances, spectacles, &o., issued, and the number of cases 
in which financial assistance had been rendered. 


Private Meeting.—J. W. H. Слтсотт, electrical engineer, 
trading as the Western Engineering Co., 8, Lansdowne Road, and 
87A, London Road, Sheffield.—The creditors interested herein were 
called together last week, at the offices of Messrs. Poppleton, 
Appleby & Turner, chartered acoountants, of 155, Norfolk Street, 
Sheffield. Acoording to the statement of affairs submitted, the 
ranking liabilities amounted to £1,587, of which £963 was due to 
the trade, while there were cash creditors for £150 and a bank 
overdraft for $473. The assets were estimated to realise £2,183, 
from which had to be deducted £67 for preferential claims, 
leaving net assets of £2,116. The estate thus disclosed a surplus 
of assets over liabilities of £530. Mr. O. Turner explained the 
statement in detail, and said that the cash claims all appeared in 
the books, and were in order. If the creditors agreed to the 
matter being dealt with under a deed of assignment, Mrs. Calcott 
would satisfy the claim of the bank. Under the circumstances, 
it appeared that all the creditors would be paid in full. Negotia- 
tions had already been entered into for the sale of the assets. 
After a short discussion, the creditors decided that the estate 
should be dealt with under a deed of assignment, with Mr. Turner 
as Trustee, and a Committee of Inspection was also appointed, 
consisting of the representatives of the General Electric Со, 
Sheffield ; Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Manchester ; Messrs. 
Drake & Gorham, London ; and Mr. Albert Carr, Sheftield. 


The Plata Telegraph and Telephone Co.—It is reported 
that the German South American Telegraph Co. has received an 
offer to take over the company’s share-holding in the Compania 
Telegrafico-Telefonia de la Plata, of Buenos Ayres. It appears that 
the German banking group associated with the former company 
acquired about 84 per cent. of the capital of the Argentine company 
in 1911, and thereby obtained control of the company, which has 
a share capital of 500,000 pesos, and maintains services between 
Monte Video and Buenos Ayres. Between 1907 and 1911 the 
latter's dividends averaged 13 per cent., and in 1912 a rate of 5 per 
cent. was paid, but nothing has been distributed from 1913 to 
1917 inclusive. As a consequence, the German company has 
formed a reserve fund against this investment, which amounted to 
980,000 marks at the end of 1917. 


The Belgian International Co.—It is stated that the 
COMPAGNIE INTERNATIONALE  D'ELECTBICITE has concluded 
arrangements with a French and English group, which assure to 
the former a monopoly of the systems of the English Electric Co. 
(Dick-Kerr) for Belgium, Holland and Luxemburg, particularly for 
traction plant and the conversion of railways to electric looo- 
motion, 


The Board of Trade. The re-organisation of the Board 
of Trade has been proceeding since June last. It is now аппоспоей 
that the duties of the Department are organised under two joint 
permanent secretaries: Sir Sydney Chapman, K. C. B., who deals 
with all questions affecting general policy ; and Mr. H. A. Payne, 
С.В. (Controller), who deals with Administration and Finance. 
There are among the principal permanent Departments :— 

Commercial Relations and Treaties.—Mr. Н. Fountain, C.B., C.M.G. (Assis- 
tant Secretary). 


Industries and Manufactures.—Mr. P. W. L. Ashley, С.В. (Assistant 
Secretary) 


Industrial Property (including Patent Office), —Mr. W. Temple Franks, С.В. 
(Comptroller-General). 


Power, Transport and Economic.—Mr. H. F. Carlill (Assistant Secretary), 

Bankruptcy.—Mr. J. G. Willis, C.B. (Inspector-General). 

Companies.---Mr. H. M. Winearls, O.B.E. (Comptroller). 

Statistios.— Mr. А. W. Flux (Assistant Secretary). 

The following are among the temporary Departments which at 
present form part of the Board of Trade :— 

Profiteering Act Department.—Captain Н. Hincks (Controller). 

Export Credits Department, —Mr. L. A. Davis (Manager). 

Clearing Office for Enemy Debts.—Mr. E. Spencer Grey (Controller). 

The Department of Overseas Trade is under the joint control of 
the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade, ite Parliamentary head, 
Lieut.-Col. Sir Hamar Greenwood. Bart, K. C., M. P., being an 
additional Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, and an additional Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Trade. The permanent head of the Department is Sir W. H. 
Clark, K. C. S. I., C.M.G. (Comptroller-General) The principal 
sections of the Department are: — The Foreign Division, the 
Empire Division, the United Kingdom Division, the Exhibitions 
Division, the Overseas Services, and the Home Establishment 
Branch. Sir F. G. A. Butler, K. C. M. G., C. B., acta as Director of 
the Overseas Divisions. The overseas work of the Department in 
the collection of commercial intelligence is performed in foreign 
countries by the Commercial Diplomatic Service and the Consular 
Service, and in the overseas portions of the British Empire by the 
Trade Commissioner Service. 

The Board of Trade are at present responsible for the organisa- 
tion of the Coal Mines Department, which is attached to, but does 
not form part of the Board of Trade, and the President ha 
arranged that Mr. W. C. Bridgeman, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Board of Trade, shall act on his behalf in all respect 
matters relating to coal, subject to the authorisation of the 
President on questions calling ‘for his decision. Mr. A. R. Duncan 
is Coal Controller, and the principal sections of the Coal Mines 
Department under the Controller, are as follows :—Production, 
trade, finance, household fuel and lighting, secretariat. 

The President of the Board of Trade has established an internal 
Administrative Council which meets regularly and frequently to 
deal with current business involving questions of policy. 

The Administrative Council here referred to is quite distinc 
from, and in no way supersedes, the Board of Trade Advisory 
Council, on which manufacturers, traders, and labour are 
represented. 


Catalogues and Lists.— Messrs. ALLOY WELDING Рко- 
CESSES, LTD., 14-16, Cockspur Street, S. W. 1.— Bulletin No. 34, а 
report on electric arc and oxy-acetylene welding testa carried out 
by the National Physical Laboratory, Teddington. Bulletin No. 37, 
illustrated price {list and particulars of A. W. P." electric arc 
welding plant. Bulletin No. 30, statement of testa spplied, and 
results obtained, with A. W. P." welding electrodes by the 
Admiralty at Portsmouth Dockyard. Bulletin No. 81, descriptive 
list and prices of oxy-acetylene welding rods and electrodes for arc 
welding. Bulletin No. 32, illustrated results of testa of ' A. W.P." 
eleotric welding for Lloyd's Register of Shipping. 

Messes. FERRANTI, LTD., Hollinwood, Lancashire.—fix cata- 
logues (14 pp.) dealing with “Ferranti” house-service meters, 
switchboard instruments, and static transformers. These lists, 
which are fully illustrated, are identical, but in English, French, 
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese and Danish, and Messrs. Ferranti 
inform us that a Dutch translation is being prepared. All 
dimensions, &c., in the English edition are metric. 

THE GENERAL ELEOTRIC Co., LTD., Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. 
Installation Leaflet D 17, describing the electrification of the 
works of the Halesowen Steel Co., Ltd., near Birmingham; 
illustrated by photographs of the works. 

Messes. H. T. Воотнкоүр, LTD., Akenside Street, Bootle, 
Liverpool.—List of electric motors and dynamos (16 pp.), giving 
prices, dimensions, &.; illustrated. 

THE LEA RECORDER Co., LTD., 28, Deansgate, Manchester.— 
Technical Booklet (Civil Engineers’ Edition), " Q 5” and leaflets 
„s“ and S," The booklet provides information regarding the 
measurement of streams and rivers, sewage, supplies to reservoirs, 
&c., and contains illustrations of actual machines at work, indi- 
cating the various types of recording instruments required. The 
leaflets describe and illustrate the Lea recorder. 

THE PEERLESS ENGINEERING Co., Cote Hill, Halifax, Yorks.—A 
descriptive catalogue (16 pp.) of the Peerless car lighting and 
starting systems. Priced and illustrated. 

THE ESTERLINE Co., Indianapolis, U.S.A. Two copies of the 
" Esterline Graphic" advertising graphic reoorders and permanent 
magnets. 


Glassware Testing.—A new building for the testing of 
volumetric glassware has recently been completed at the National 
Physical Laboratory. A pamphlet entitled Volumetric Tests for 
Scientific Glaasware was published in November last, giving 
information regarding methods of test, tolerances, test fees, Kc. 
This may be obtained free of charge from the Director, National 
Physical Laboratory, Teddington, Middlesex, 
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Copper and Lead Prices. — Messrs. JAMES AND 
SHAKESPEARE report February 4th English pig-lead £48 15s., an 
increase of 20s. for the week. No changes are reported in copper. 


Dance.— THE CRvoLrTE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (London 
Staff of the British Aluminium Co., Ltd.) held a Fancy Dress Dance 
at the Oannon Street Hotel on Saturday last. Over 200 dancers. 
mostly in gay array, spent a thoroughly merry evening. Mr. 
W. Murray Morrison (president), and Mrs. Morrison, Mr. A. W. 
Tait, O. B. K. (chairman of the company), and others prominent in 
the aluminium world were present. 


Book Notices.—'' Mathematics for Engineers," Part II. 
By W. N. Rose. Pp. xiv + 419, 142 figs. London : Chapman and 
Hal. Price 18s. 6d. net. 

„Beams.“ The Beama Journal, Vol. vi, No. 1, January, 1920. 
London: Oakley House, Bloomsbury, W. O. Price 1s. 6d. net. 

"Despositivo para Hogares." By José Cervera Alsina, Paseo 
Alfonso XII, 25, Vigo, Spain. A pamphlet describing a method of 
facilitating the oombustion of small coal. 

"The Speed of Electricity." By A. E. Kennelly, D. SC., A.M. 
7 pp. А reprint from The Wireless Age. 

" Alternating-Current Planevector Potentiometer Measurements 
at Telephonic Frequencies.” By A. E. Kennelly and Edy Velander. 
36 pp. Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Vickers News.” Vol. I, Nos. 7 and 8. London: Vickers, Ltd. 

" Pitman's Business Man's Encyclopedia and Dictionary of Com- 
merce.” Part I. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons, Ltd. Is. 4d. net. 

“Foster's Pocket Reference Books." We are asked to state that 
the full address of the publisher of these books (reviewed in our 
last issue), is 98, College Road, Whalley Range, Manchester. 


Patents and Designs Acts.— The Sections of the Acts 
of 1907 and 1919, dealing with the power of the Crown to use 
inventions and to dispose of such articles as are no longer required 
by the Crown, came into operation on January 21st. 


The Economic Position.—'' Stability as the Basis of 
Industrial Peace," is an eight-page pamphlet containing a reprint 
of an article written for Ways and Means by Mr. E. W. Petter (of 
Messrs. Vickers-Petters, Ltd.) The pamphlet is issued by the 
Industrial League and Council, 82, Victoria Street, S. W. I, and a 
copy will be sent to amybody interested in exchange for two penny 
stamps to cover postage. Whatever Government we may have, we 
shall all have to face the economic iesue. Governments are help- 
less ; the only remedy for the present situation is for us to export 
man goods. The author suggests the stabilisation of 
wages for a fixed period—say a year—unrestricted production, and 
real national unemployment insurance, Prices continue to soar ; 
if ships fetch meat from South America, and they return in ballast 
empty, we pay double freighta for one cargo. Everybody must get to 
understand the present position, and the peril of it. The circulation 
of literature of this kind, at a time when the serious rate of 
exchange problem is before all the nation, may do something to 
avert disaster if only it is read and believed by the right people. 


Metal Prices and Cable Tenders.—The sudden rise in 
the copper and lead marketa resulted in the Dundee Corporation 
having to pay £1,975, or 174 per cent. increase in the cost of cables, 
and at a meeting of the Electricity Committee, it was agreed to 
recommend that the engineer be given power to notify acceptance 
of tenders immediately, in order to lessen the risk of the markets 
rising. 

Conference of Manufacturers and Producers.— A 
National Conference of manufacturers and producers will be held 
at Kingsway Hall, London, W. C. 2, for two days, commencing at 
10.30 a.m. on February 10th. Mr. W. Peter Rylands (president of 
the Federation of British Industries) will take the chair, and the 
deputy chairman will be Mr. E. Manville, M.P. (president of the 
Association of British Chambers of Commerce). The following 
well-known organisations will be taking part in the proceedings :— 
The Association of British Chamber of Commeroe, National Con- 


federation of Employers Organisations, Coal Association, British 


Engineers’ Association, National Federation of Iron and Steel 
Manufacturers, Glass Bottle Manufacturers’ Association, Chemical 
Manufacturers’ Association, British Empire Producers’ Organisa- 
tion, and the British Commonwealth Union ; also the big textile 
associations. The following are the subjects down for discussion on 
the first day after the chairman's opening speech :—Export trade 
and foreign exchanges, prices and profits, Government finance and 
expenditure. The subjects for discussion on the second day will 
be :—Nationalisation, transport, fuel, education, research, and 
housing. 

Socials.—A social, organised by the Blackpool Electricity 
and Tramways Institute, was held on January 28th. There was 
an attendance of about 1,000. 

After a war-time lapse of four years, the 150 trolley boys in the 
Salford Tramways Department were entertained by the Committee 
last week, Alderman Linsky presiding. Mr. G. W. Holford, general 
manager, and Mr. W. Blakemore, traffic superintendent, were also 
present. 


French Trade Combination.—After having constituted, 
at the end of 1918,the Union des Syndicats de Ingénieurs, com- 
prising the three syndicates of chemical engineers, electricians, 
and mechanicians, the Union is proceeding a step further, and aims 
to form a Federation of Technicians, whose object will be, while 
leaving to each syndicate the care of its own special interests, to 
co-ordinate the efforts of all the syndicates for the general welfare. 
A conference was recently called in Paris, with the view of 
incorporating this Fedération des Technicians de l'Industrie. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Barrow.— Loans.—The Town Council has considerably 
exceeded its borrowing powers in providing additions to the elec- 
tricity plant, and further extensions are necessary. Application is 
therefore being made to the Electricity Commissioners for increased 
borrowing powers. 


Birmingham.—ExTENSIONS. — The demands of pro- 
spective consumers will entirely absorb the power available from 
the new station at Nechells, and further extensions are thought 
necessary. 

Blackbuorn.— Mains ExXTENSTLONS.— The Town Council 
is applying for sanction to borrow £130,000 for laying addi- 
tional mains in connection with the new generating station at 
Whitebirk, and three housing schemes, together with provision for 
power consumers and future extensions. 


Boisover (Derbyshire).—ErxcrRiciTY SuoPPLY.—The 
Urban District Council is approaching the Stanley Coal and Iron 
Co., Ltd., to ascertain the terms upon which it would be prepared 
to supply the district with electricity for lighting, &o. 

Bradford-on-Avon.— TIME EXTENSION.—Tbe Board of 
Trade has extended the time for effecting the transfer authorised 
by the Bradford-on-Avon Electric Lighting Order, 1914, until 
July 30th, 1920. 

Bury.—Hovuse Licutine.—The electrical engineer has 
been instructed to proceed with the installation of the cables for 
the new Walmesley housing scheme. 


Canada.— WATER Power.—At а Deep Waterways 
Convention at Winnipeg a resolution was adopted in favour of the 
reconstructing the st. Lawrence River with locks, во as to supply 
navigation facilities equal to those of the Welland Oanal, and the 
public ownership of all water power available on Canadian 
waterways.-— The Times. 

Colne.— NRW PLANT.—The Town Council has received 
the report of the deputation whioh waited upon Sir John Snell, 
Chief Electricity Commissioner, regarding the position of the 
electricity undertaking. Sir John sanctioned the instaHation of 
& turbo-alternator and an additional water-tube boiler to provide 
for next winter's demand on the understanding that arrangementa 
for inter-connection between Nelson and Colne were still to hold 
good, The tender of the Stirling Boiler Co., for the supply of a 
water-tube boiler, including steam pipes and feed pump, at £4,448, 
was accepted, and a 2,000-Kw. turbo-alternator is to be purchased 
from Stockport Corporation for £10,000. A scheme for the 
erection of a sub-station in Dockray Street is to be proceeded 
with, and application is being made for additional bor:owing powers 
to the extent of £20,000. 

Continental. — ITALY. — According to the American 
Consul at Venice, the hydro-electric industry of Venice is chi 
under the control of a financial group headed by the Soci 
Adriatica di Eletricita. The Adriatic” company is endeavouring 
to provide hydro-electricity to the Julian Veneto, the Trentino, 
Istria, and possibly to the city of Fiume. It has been announced 
that a contract has already been entered upon to supply electricity 
to the commune of Trieste. Although several of the principal 
generating stations of the Veneto fell into the hands of the 
Austro-Hungarian invaders during the autumn of 1917, they were 
finally retaken by the Italians in a much more satisfactory condi- 
tion than was expected, as the enemy's retreat was so rapid that 
systematic destruction was not possible. 

The Società Idro-Elettricale Monte Viso (with a capital of 
25,000,000 lire), is constructing a large station in the u 
valley of the Po. The power will be supplied by means of an 
artificial lake at a height of 900 metres, having a capacity of 
25,000,000 cb. metres; 50,000 н.р. will be developed, and power 
supplied to the works situated in the vicinity, and also to the 
city of Turin. Prior to the war this district was being exploited 
by a German firm. 

HOLLAND.—The estimated power requirements of Holland, 
according to the report of a Committee appointed to deal with the 
question, amount to 1,000,000,000 Kw.-hours per annum, allow- 
ing 100 Kw.-hours per head for a probable future population of 
10,000,000. The system of generation proposed is by means of central 
stations erected in carefully-seleoted localities, such as Amsterdam 
and Rotterdam, capable of supplying 75,000 Kw. each. A national 
scheme is recommended, under the supervision of a Government 
Council: 

GERMANY.—Owing to coal shortage, the Maschinen- u. Dampf- 
kessel-armaturen-Fabrik Schaeffer und Budenberg G.m.b.H., Mag- 
deburg, has been obliged to stop work at three foundries. The 
closing down of the whole undertaking is to be reckoned with 
shortly, whereby 2,600 persons will be thrown out of work.— 
Economic Reriew. 

A similar measure to the British Electricity (Supply) Act is 
shortly to be. introduced, which will divide the country into 
districts under corporations, for supply purposes, the whole being 
controlled by the State. 

SWITZERLAND.—The Basler Nachrichten states that the whole 
course of the Reuss from the Schöllenenschlucht to Amsteg is to 
be used for generating electricity. The firm of Escher, Wyss and 
Co., of Ziirich, and the Swiss Military Department are interested 
in the scheme, the latter having obtained a concession for the 
upper portion of the Schóllenen in order to provide the Gotthard 
forta with electric power. 
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Tork. — TRANSFER OF UNDERTAKING.—The Corporation, 
pursuant to the Cork Electric Lighting Order of 1896, is seeking the 
.eonsent of the Electricity Commissioners to transfer its powers, 
. duties; and liabilities to the Cork Electric Tramways and Lighting 
Co., Ltd. The period for which such transfer from the Cork Corpora- 
. tion to the Tramways and Lighting Co. is to be made is 40 years, 
the company undertaking (inter айа) to expend a sum of £20,000 
within three years on the purchase of new plant and buildings, 
and to undertake the proper and adequate maintenance of the 
electric tramway service in Cork City and the lighting and power 
„Supply. 

Coxhoe (Co. беа): — ELECTRIC LIGHTNG.—In con- 
nection with the proposed joint electric lighting scheme, a meeting 
of representatives of the Coxhoe, Hassop, and Kelloe District 
Councils has decided to ask Messrs. W. Scott, Ltd. and Messrs. 
Bell Bros., colliery proprietors, who have offered to provide and 
erect poles, lamps, &c., and supply power in their respective 
districts at a charge of £5 per lamp per annum, to submit drafts 
of agreements for confirmation by the respective Councils and the 
joint body. 

Derby.—INQuiRY.—On January 30th, an inspector of 
the Ministry of Health held an inquiry into the application of the 
Corporation for loans of £3,803 for the purchase of property to be 
used as offices, showrooms and workshops, and £2,500 for the 
erection of a garage. The electrical engineer stated that his 
department sold a large quantity of electrical fittings, and the 
buildings would prove of considerable value. 

EXTENSIONS.—The Electricity Committee has recommended the 
borrowing of £15,000 for mains extensions, £1,000 for motors, 
and £1,200 for an electric delivery vehicle. It is estimated that a 
total of: £140,000 will eventually be required, £35,000 of which 
will be expended during the ensuing financial year. 


Edinborgh.—ExTensions.—The Electricity Committee 
recommends an expenditure of over £60,000 on extensions. The 
proposals include two additional boilers for the Dewar Place 
station, and a 2,500-Kw. turbo-alternator for the M Donald Road 
station, as well as the installation of feeder cables in outlying 
districts. 


Glasgow.— Mains ExTENsIons.—The Clyde Valley Elec- 
tric Power Co. has intimated that it is willing to extend its mains 
to- Giffnock, if a minimum income is guaranteed. 


Ireland.—WaTER Powsr.—Many Irish towns аге 
making inquiries regarding the cost of electricity, and find that 
generation is too costly in several cases. The receut heavy floods 
of the Shannon, Bann, and other rivers, suggest to the public that 
there is a very great amount of water power that can be developed, 
but the minimum flow, on which estimates must be based, leads to 
a very different conclusion. The Irish Water-Power Resources 
Committee is conducting exhaustive inquiries into the matter, 


Kilmarnock.— VEAB'S Workina.—The accounts for the 
year ended May 15th, 1919, show that the total revenue was 
£59,576, and the expenditure £35,529, leaving & gross profit of 
£24,047. After payment of loan interest, &c., the net profit was 
£5,858, a8 compared with £5,175 for the previous financial year. 


King's Langley.— Mains EXTENSIONS.— The Council 
has asked the Watford Electric Lighting Co. to obtain powers to 
extend its mains to the parish. 


Leeds.— EXTENSIONS.—The Corporation is contemplating 
a big development scheme at an early date. Besides additions to 
buildings and the installation of generating plant, a considerable 
extension of the mains is to take place. The whole of the scheme 
will cost three-quarters of a million sterling. 


London.—8 r. Pancras.—The electrical engineer has 
recommended mains extensions at an estimated cost of £5,450, 

The Council has agreed to pay Messrs. Bruce, Peebles & Co., Ltd., 
£100 above the contract price for the 1,000-kw. motor-converter 
installed at the Tavistock Place sub-station a short time ago. 

BETHNAL GBEEN.—The Borough Council has applied for sanction 
to borrow £20,011 for the inetallation of mains (£17,033), meters 
(£1,300), and house services (£885). 

SUPPLY FAILURE.—All public and private electric lighting in 
the area with Piccadilly Circus as its centre, failed at 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday night for about 15 minutes. The interruption in the 
supply was caused, it is reported, by the breakdown of a generating 
set in the power station of the St. James and Pall Mall Electric 
Light Co. 


Reigate.— EXPERT Ae А Town Council has asked 
Messrs. Handcock, Dykes & Trotter to report upon the systems in 
vogue for encouraging the use of electricity by owners and occupiers 
of cottage property by free wiring, upon deferred payment systems, 
‚ or otherwise, and upon various methods of supply. 


Sligo.— LIGHTING ScHEME.—A scheme for lighting the 
town by electricity has been proposed. Councillor Jackson is taking 
steps to secure the use of water power for the purpose. 


Stalybridge.— Dericir.—In order to cover an estimated 
deficit of £3,000, the Stalybridge, Hyde, Mossley, and Dukinfield 
Tramways and Electricity Board has decided to make a levy of 
£750 upon each of the constituent Corporations. The total loss 
on the undertaking since its inception in 1901 is stated to be 
#110 090, 


Tasmania, — HYDRO-ELECTRIC PDEVELOPMEN?S.— The 
Minister of Publié Works reporte that 70,000 H.P. is available from 
the Great Lake supply. It is proposed to develop this by means of a 
12,000-H.P. plant near the present intake, and a 58,000-H.P. station 
at Waddamana. Much of the machinery for the latter plant haa 
already been ordered, and 26,000 H.P. will soon be available. The 
scheme includes the erection of five sub-stations to be situated at 
Risdon, Hobart, Launceston, Electrona, and Bridgewater. The 
estimated yearly profit is £3,300. 


Tidal Power.— It is reported in the daily Press that work 
is about to begin in an attempt to harness the tidal power on the 
Dee and Severn. It is stated that. models have been set to work 
within the last few months, from the working of which it is esti- 
mated that electrical energy ean be produced in this manner at a 
cost of Id. per unit. 


West Ham.—Loan Sanction.—The Town. Council has 
received sanction to loans amounting to £140,317 for electricity 
purposes. 

Whitehaven.— Price INcREASE.— The Town Council has 


advanced the price of electricity for power supplied to factories by 
10 per cent. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Barrow. NEW Cars.—The tramway manager recom- 
mends the purchase of 10 new cars in order to provide an adequate 
summer service. 


Blackpool.— YEaR’s WonkiNG.— Blackpool, St. Annes, 
and Lytham Tramways Co., in its annual report, states that the 
total traffic receipts were £67,409, out of which £22,342 was paid 
to the Corporation of Blackpool. Traffic expenses amounted to 
£15,509, and, after other expenses had been met, there was a 
balance of £10,094. During the year negotiations proceeded with 
St. Annes Urban District Council for the purchase of the under- 
taking, resulting in an offer by the Council of £135,000. А pre- 
liminary agreement has been entered into, and approved of by the 
stockholders and shareholders. The St. Annes Council will pro- 
mote a Bill in the next session to carry out the agreement. 


Burnley.— New Cars.—The Town Council is purchasing 
five additional single-deck cara at an estimated cost of £16,000. 


Brighouse,—OPPosiTION TO BILL.—The Town Council 
is opposing the Parliamentary Bill promoted by the Halifax 
Corporation, which, among other things, proposes to extend the 
latter authority's powers over the tramways by 30 years. 


China.—RAILLESS FREIGHT LINE IN SHANGHAI.— 
Negotiations are said to be in progress between the Shanghai 
Tramway Co. and the Municipal Council of Shanghai for an 
extension of the present railless tractidn facilities. If the necessary 
street improvements are made and three wooden bridges replaced 
with steel structures, a freight service will be introduced con- 
necting the railway freight station in Chapei with the Yangtzepoo 
district. The new freight cars will be provided with storage batteries, 
enabling them fo make side trips into the yards of manufactories. 
These plans involve the addition of from 12 to 13 miles of new 
routes to the present system, requiring about three years for 
completion. 


Continental.— Huncary.—A group of Belgian financiers 
has made an offer to purchase the Budapest tramways. It is 
probable that the offer will be accepted, since the two tramway oom- 
panies inthe city were socialised under the Soviet régime, and show 
a deficit of Kr. 150 mill.— Economic Reriew. 

IrALY.—The decision of the Government to organise the 
electric conversion of some 6,000 kilometres of railways (either 
directly or through private initiative under State control) will 
involve the placing of large orders abroad for rolling stock 
and other material which the Italian industry will be unable to 
supply. The material will comprise turbines, dynamos. trans- 
formers, conductors, insulators, posts, standards, &c., to carry 
distribution lines, trolleys, motors, measuring apparatus, Кс. 
The general plans for the electrification of the railways rest 
with the Italian Ministry of Transportation, which is advised by a 
Commission for Railway Electrification. New hydro-electric 
stations, extensions to existing plant, new transmiasion lines, 
sub-stations, electric locomotives, and all kinds of accessory plant 
and equipment will be required, much of which will have to be 
imported. The system so far employed is three-phase, 16 cycles. 
On mountain lines, locomotives with direct-connected motors, 
with power applied to all the wheels, have been employed with 
success. The general speed was 3X miles an hour, or about 19 miles 
per hour when hauling trains of 500 tons on 30 to 35 per cent. 
gradients. 


Doblin.—TRaMWway OwneErRsHIP.—The Corporation is 


considering the municipalisation of the tramway system, which ia 
at present undertaken by a company, to which the track is leased. 


Halifax.—CanniaGE OF MINERALS.—A majority of 
ratepayers has approved the Bill, which (17er alia) will enable the 
Corporation to utilise the tramways for the conveyance of minerala 
and other goods 
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Huddersfield.— ExTENSIONA.— The extension to Longwood 
is being proceeded with. The scheme for the construction of a 
railway from the Midland Co.'s premises to the gas and electricity 
works has been abandoned. ` 


, Kilmarnock.— YEAR’s WorkINc.—The total revenue for 
the year ended May 15th, 1919, was £14,178, and the total expendi- 
ture £12,539, representing a gross profit of £1,639. The net result, 
after payment of interest, &c., was a deficit of 4 2,483. The loss 
on the working for the previous year was £3,356. 


London.—At the meeting of the East London Railway 
Co, Mr. Murray Griffith said that theincrease of passengers since 
the electrification had far exceeded the expectation of the directors. 
In 1912 they were carrying, under various difficulties, about 
4.500,000 passengers, and in 1918 they carried 10.569,000. During 
December last they carried 1,275,000 passengers, which was 
over 15,000,000 per annum. They had brought the line to the 
position of being a necessity, in that it afforded a link for traffic 
crossing London. The Government, in taking over the line, 
stipulated that it should be handed back in the same condition in 
which it was received. It seemed to him impossible that the 
Government would leave them in the lurch with regard to the 
interest on the electriflcation expenditure. When they came out of 
Government control, he thought they would find their property in 
the same position as when they went in, plus the fact that since 
electrification they had established a through service with the main 
lines both on the north and south sides of London. 

The Ministry of Transport has held & conference of Greater 
London municipal tramway authorities with regard to the financial 
position of the undertakings. | 


Maid stone.— WOMEN EwPLovxks.—The Corporation, in 
reply to a local Trades Council deputation, stated that it declined 
to dismiss the women conductors, as they only required à maximum 
wage of £2 2a. weekly. 


Middleton. Fare INCREABE.—0On January 29th the 
Light Railway Commissioners conducted an inquiry into the 
Tramway Co.'s application for authority to increase its fares. The 
Commissioners’ decision is to be communicated later. 


St. Helens.— ExrENSTIONS.— The borough engineer has 
been instructed to invite tenders for the supply of 350 tons of 
rails and the necessary material for the construction of 10 loops. 

NEW CARS.— The tramway manager reports that work on the 
new cars has been delayed on account of failure in the supply of 


FARES.— The Tram ways Committee is seeking powers to increase 
workmen's fares from jd. to Id. per mile. 


Vorkshire.— STORM DAuAdk.— During the recent storms 
the Hudderefield tramway service was severely handicapped by the 
accumulation of snow, and in the Spen Valley townships many of 
the services were entirely dislocated. : 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


" Admiralty". Lines,—.A conference was held in the 
office of the Scottish Board of Health recently under the chairman- 
ship of Sir George McCrae, chairman of the Board. Representa- 
tives of the Board of Health, the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, the Education Department, the Ministries of Food, Labour, 
and Pensions, the Meteorological Office, the Air Ministry, and the 
General Post Office met, at the request of the Secretary for Scot- 

_ land, to consider the question how far certain telegraph and 
telephone lines erected by the Post Office for the special use of the 
naval and military authorities during the war could be retained 
and adapted for civil purposes. The lines in question are mostly in 
the Highlands and islands. Some of the lines have already become 
part of the permanent system of the Post Office, but there are 
others that are considered to be of much importance from the point 
of view of improved communications, and especially in connection 
with medical and nursing services in certain isolated districts and 
in islands where there are no resident medical practitioners. 
Arrangements, it is hoped, can be made, with the co-operation of 
the Poet Office, for the retention of the lines that would be likely 
to serve any really useful civil purpose. The recommendations of 
the conference will be embodied in a report to the Secretary for 
Scotland at an early date. 


Alsace-Lorraine.— The French telephone system is to be 
extended, and a new direct line between Strasbourg and Paris will 
be installed. Hitherto Metz has had no direct telephonic con- 
коп beyond Nancy and Mulhouse, and only опе as far as 

fort. 


Canada. — A wireless telephone system throughout the 
northern territory of Manitoba, to bring it into touch with the 
cities of the West, is recommended by the Comunissioner.— T'he 
Times, ET | 

Cheap Wireless.—At a meeting of the Wireless Society 
of London, held at the Institution of Civil Engineers, on January 
29th. Mr. R. C. Clinker, of the British Thomson-Houston Co., 
showed a wireless receiver which can be installed in the home for 
about 4 30. The apparatus, which will take messages from all the 


principal wireless stations in Europe, is contained in a box 16 in. 
wide, 12 in. broad, and 5 in. deep, and light enough to be carried 


by a leather handle. Mr. Clinker explained that this portable 


receiver was originally intended for receiving time signals from 
Paris, and for the use of clock-makers and others, to whom a 
knowledge of the exact time was of importance. No external 
aerial wire is required.— Zhe Times. 


Denmark.—A dispute in the Danish telephone industry 
is in progress. The companies which hold State concessions have 
based their wayes offer on the State Wages Law of September 12th, 
1919, while the Central Organisation of Telephone Workers demand 
rates approaching those paid in private concerns. The Copenhagen 
Telephone Co.'s proposals would involve an annual expenditure on 
wages of Kr. 8 million, or Kr. 80 per subscriber; the workers' 
demands would mean à wages bill of Kr. 13.7 million, or Kr. 137 
per subscriber. A strike waa declared at midnight on New Year's 


Eve, involving some 4,000 workers, of whom 2,000 are in 


Copenhagen. 


Germany. — A large and representative meeting of 
the German Press organisations met the postal authorities on 
December 22nd to discuss the resulta of some months of tentative 
experiments in the matter of disseminating news to the various 
agencies by wireless telegraphy, and came to the conclusion that 
in its present state wireless telegraphy could not meet the needs of 
the Press, On the other hand, it appeared suitable for dispatching 
generally interesting news in duplicate. The assembly was also 
of opinion that dispatch of such news could take place to & large 
extent if wireless telegraphy were replaced by wireless telephony 
to obviate the necessity for appointing special wireless tele- 
graphists. The assembly will meet again in a few weeks to report 
on the further development of experiments with telephony. 

Elektriska Industri A.-B., in Stockholm, and the Berlin firm 
Dr. Erich F. Huth Gesellschaft für Funkentelegraphie, have come 
to an agreement as to a mutual exchange of patent rights in 
connection with wireless telegraphy and telephony. The egree- 
ment is expected to prove of great value to Sweden, especially as 
regards wireless telephony.— ALconomic Heciew. 


New Swedish-American Саре. —/ is announced from 
Stockholm, says the Economic Reriew, that & group of Americans 
intend to lay a direct cable between the U.3.À. and Sweden. 


 Newfonndland.—A company has been formed in New- 
foundland to install a new telephone system, to give a service to 
the city of St. John's and long-distance service between St. John's 
and various points in Conception Bay and Ferryland district. This 
is a long-felt want, as the service in this city at present is totally 
inadequate. The capital for this enterprise is placed at 3200,000 
common stock and $200,000 preferred. An attractive offer is being 
made of & 7 per cent. preferred stock, which has an additional 
advantage of sharing with the holders of the common stock in the 
surplus earnings of the company over the guaranteed 7 per cent. 


Storm Damage.— The storm of January 28th did con- 
siderable damage to the telephone and telegraph lines all over the 
oountry, especially in the North and Midland Counties. Overhead 
communication between several large towns and London was inter- 
rupted ; between Durham and Stafford many miles of wire came 
down, and only two or three out of the 25 telephone lines between 
London and Manchester were working. The telephone dislocation 
quickly showed itself on the automatic system at Leeds, where 
about 1,000 lines were out of use the next morning. Bradford 
Exchange was out of touch with & considerable number of sub- 
exchanges, For a time Leeds was almost entirely cut off from 
outside communication. At Todmorden nearly all overhead lines 
were down, including 16 trunk services. 


United States. — An Act, No. 100-66th Congress 
(H.R. 9822) has been passed authorising the President to arrange 
and participate in an international conference to consider 
questions relating to international communication. The con- 
ference is to be held in Washington, and will consider all 
international aspects of communication by telegraph, telephone, 
cable, wireless telephony and wireless telegraphy, and to make 
recommendations with a view to providing the entire world with 
adequate facilities for international communication on a fair and 
equitable basis. A sum of 375,000 has been voted for this purpose, 
but no part thereof shall be used in entertainment or for the 
purchase of medals and badges." The Act was approved on 
December 17th last. 

The Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Co. is preparing plans 
for the substitution of the automatic telephone for the present 
system at Baltimore. 


West Indies.—The last issue of the West India Com- 
mittee Circular contains & leader on the condition of telegraphic 
communication in the West Indies. Interruptions to cables have 
been frequent of late, and some of the islands and British Guiana 
were for a period completely isolated. Strong complaint is beiny 
made. 


Wireless Telephony in Germany.— The German Common- 
wealth Post Ойсе authorities, in conjunction with the firm of 
C. Lorenz & Co.. have been conducting wireless telephony experi- 
ments between Berlin and Constance which have had very satis- 
factory results. It is hardly likely, however, says the Deut. Allg. 


— Ztg., that it will be possible for technical reasons to introduce 


wireless telephony for general use at preaent.— Z'conomic Review, 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


OPEN. 


Aberdare.— Urban District Council. Electricity and 
Tramways Department. Stores for 12 months, including cables, 
meters, joint boxes, electric lamps, &c. (See this issue.) 


Aldershot.— February 17th. Urban District Council. 
Electricity Department. Geared turbine and generator, condensing 
plant, pumps, water-tube boiler and superheater, cables, &c. 
(January 23rd.) 


Australla.—MRLBOURNE.— March 80th. City Council. 
12,000 metal filament incandescent lamps. (See this issue.) 
April 12th. City Council. Two 2,000-kw. rotary converters ; 
H. T. switchgear, 6,600 v.; D.C. switchgear, 600 v. (January 30th.) 
ADELAIDE.—February lst. P. M. d. Department. Telephone 
material (schedules 589 and 540). (January 30th.) 


Bedford. — February 21st. Electricity Department. 
K.H.T. cable and transformers, E.H.T. switchgear. (See this issue.) 


Belfast.— February 14th. Tramways Committee. Tram- 
way stores, including electrical accessories, cable, lamps, carbon 
brushes, trolley wire, &c. (January 23rd.) 


Belgium. — February 27th. Municipal authorities of 
Villers-le-Peuplier (Province of Liege) are inviting tenders for the 
conceasion for the supply of electrical energy for lighting and 
power purposes in the district. 


o, Bedwas (Mon.).— March 4th. Bedwas Navigation 
іегу Co., Ltd. Six months’ supply of stores, including elec- 
trical goods, &o. (See this issue.) 


Bristol.—February 23rd. Electricity Department. One 
2,000-K w., single-phase, 2,200-v. turbo-generator, complete with 
condenser and auxiliaries. (See this issue.) 


Chester-le-Street (Co. Durham).—March 3rd. Urban 
District Council. Underground mains and all equipment for lighting 
district by electricity. F. J. Gray, Clerk, Council Offices. 


Edinburgh.—February 9th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. One overhead travelling crane. (January 16th.) 


Keighley. — February 10th. Electricity Department: 


One 2900-kw. rotary converter, complete with transformer. 
(January 80th.) 


Kings Lynn.—February 20th. Electricity Department. 
One Lancashire boiler, superheater, piping, &c. (January 30th.) 


Lincoln.— March 2nd. Electricity Department. One 


a battery, for Bt. Swithin’s Power Station. (See this 
issue. 


London.— H. M. Office of Works. February 18th. Supply 
of electric cable and wire during period ending December 31st, 
1920. (See this issue.) 

CAMBERWELL.—St. Giles’ Board of Guardians. Three 5-H.P. 
and 15-H.P. А.С. motors, and one fan. (See this issue.) 


Manchester.—February 17th. Tramways Committee. 
(a) Steel girder tramway rails; (b) tramcar trucks; (c) controllers 
for tramcars. Mr. J. M. McElroy, General Manager. 

February 21st. Corporation Waterworks Committee. Water 
turbine, dynamo and switchboard, &c. ; storage battery, reversible 
booster, motor generator, switchboard, D.C. motors, starting panels, 
&о.; L. T. paper-insulated lead-covered cables. (See this issue.) 

February 25th. Electricity Committee. Three three-wire 
balancers, and the necessary switchgear. (See this issue.) 


Plymonth, — February 16th. Corporation Transport 
Department. 20 motor chassis, 20 enclosed omnibus bodies, 11 
double-deck tramoars, 100 tons steel rails, six tons fish platea, one 
motor generator set, one 5 cwt. power hammer. (See this issue.) 


Salford.— February 9th. Corporation Tramways Depart- 
ment. Stores for 12 months, General Manager, 32, Blackfriars 
Street. 


St. Helens.—February 7th. Electricity Committee. One 
steam-driven turbine feed pump. (January 30th). 


Warrington.— February 10th. Electricity and Tramways 
Committee. Two water-tube boilers; two mechanical stokers 
(underfeed type); water softener. (January 23rd.) 


York.—February 27th. Electricity and Tramways 
Committee. One 3,000-Kw. turbo-alternator, with condensing 
plant ; three water-tube boilers, with mechanical stokers, &c. (See 
this issue.) 


CLOSED. - 


Australia.—Sypnry.—City Council. Accepted :— 


—Tewders, 
Barnstaple.— Trade Council :— 


Fire-call installation at firemen's houses. —H. F. James, Exeter, £63. 


Colne.— Town Council. In connection with the linking- 
up with Nelson Town Council :— 
Water-tube boiler, including steam pipes and feed pump, £4,418.—Stirling 
Boiler Co., Ltd. 
Coventry.— Board of Guardians 
кесше installation.—G. R. Marson, Ltd., No. 1 block, £107: No. 2 block, 


Croydon, — Corporation. Tender of Mr. S. E. Hunt, 
5 for electric light wiring of the fiest 125 houses has been 
accepted. 


Folkestone.— Education Committee : — 
Electrio installation, Dover Road Schools.—Webster & Son, £94. 


Halifax.—Tramways and Electricity Committee. Pro- 
visionally accepted :— 
One marine-type boiler, economiser, forced draught and induced draught 
fan, chimney, &c.—Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd,, £16,606. 
Low tension connections for the 1,500 xw. rotary oonvertor. — British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., £770. 


Hammersmith.—Electricity Committee. Resomme ded: 


Mains extensions. Supply of cable, 1,250 yards various sizes, £1,800.— 
Union Cable Co., Ltd. 

1,000 yards each 8-{п. single and 8-in. two-way cable ducts, £420.—T. 
Wragg & Son. 

Work in connection with linking-up Fulham and Hammersmith generating 
stations, 215, 905.— W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


Hull.— The Electricity Committee has received the 
undermentioned tenders for new plant, which have been referred 
to the City Electrical Engineer to tabulate and report upon :— 

CoNTRACT 89. 
TURBO-ALTERNATOR. 


Name. Price. Delivery. Alternator. 
Adamson & Co., Ltd. £49,460 14 working months and 10 General 
weeks. Electric 
Belliss & Morcom, Ltd. .. £50,414 14 months. General 
British Thomson - Houston Eleotric 
Co., Ltd. ee ee ee £51,619 90 weeks. . А а= 
English Electric Co., Ltd. £48,484 About 10 mths. after termin- — 
ation of moulders' strike. 
Fraser & Chalmers Eng. General 
Works > .. £49,006 14 months. Electric 
| General 
James Howden & Co., Ltd. 248,090 14 months. Electric 
Met.-Vickers Elec. Co., Ltd. £48,290 11 mths. subject to conditions — 
Ateliers de Construction 
Oerlikon, Switzerland . £18,550 16$ months. — 
C. A. Parsons & Co., Ltd... £50,350 14 months and 2 weeks. == 
Ricbardsons, Westgarth & General 
Co., Lt ae .. 249,966 12 months. Blectric. 
CoxTRacT 88. 
ConDENSING PLANT. 
Name. Price. Delivery. 
D. Adamson & Co., Ltd. .. 19,883 About 12 months. | 
W. H. Allen, Son & Co., Ltd. £17,750 9 mths., subject to condition. 
Belliss & Morcom, Ltd.  .. 18,950 10 working calendar montbs. 
Cole, Marchant & Morley .. £16,750 40 weeks without guarantee. 
English Electric Co., Ltd... £19,000 About 10 mths. after termins. 
of moulders' strike. 
Hick, Hargreaves & Co., 14а. .. £17,965 10 months. 
Metrop.-Vickers Elec. Co., Ltd. .. £18,410 11 mths., subject to conditions. 
Mirrlees Watson Co., Ltd... d £17,286 10 months. 


12 months and two weeks. 
Ex. works 9 months. 
9 months. 


С, A. Parsons & Co. .. “> "T £ 

Richardsons, Westgarth & Co. Ltd. £17,784 

Worthington-Simpson, Ltd. ix £15,739 
Leyton.— Urban District Council :— 


E.H.T. main cables.—W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd., £6,161. 


London.—PoL:cE LANTERNS.—Messrs. Greenwood and 
Batley, Ltd., have recently received the sole contract for the 
supply of their Bipol" accumulators for use in the new electric 
lanterns with which the Metropolitan Police are being supplied. 


Salford. Tramways Committee. Accepted: 


One double-deck motor-omnibus, and one type G.“ chassis, 81,890 less 


.—Leyland Motor Co. 
90 weldless steel poles, £2,676.—British Mannesman Tube Co., Ltd. 
Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 


Additional switchgear at the Trafford sub-station.—Bertram Thomas 


5,000.xw, turbo-alternator set, complete.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical 


Co., Ltd. 
1,600-K w. rotary-converter set.— Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 


Stafford.—County Education Committee :— 


Wiring of io dm laboratory at the Engineering School.—J. Richards 


and Co.. 


Tasmania. — Government Hydro- electric Department. 
The following contracts have recently been plabed for new plant 


and equipment :— 
Three 8. 000-H. p. turbines. —Boving & Co. 
Three 7,050-к.у.л. generators.—Australian General Electric Co. 
15 2,833-k.v.a. transformers. — Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Co. 
800-amp.-hour battery.—' Tudor Accumulator Co. 
— Tenders. 
LAUNCESTON.—Town Council. Accepted :— 
48 electric motors and starters, £1,049.—G. Weymouth Pty. 
ditto, £98. —Australian General Electric Co. 
Switchgear, £303.—W. McLean & Co, 
— Tenders, 


Tipperary.— Board of Guardians :— "ud 


Electrical plant at the workhouse.— Ferguson & Benty, 4970. 


Meters for 
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FORTHCOMING BVENTS. 


Chief Technical Assistants’ Association.—Saturday, February 7th. At 
Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, E.C. At 8 p.m. Discussion on “The 
Design and Equipment of Bub-stations," to be opened by Messrs. Bowden 
and Ingram. 

Seciety of Engineers. — Monday, February 9th. At Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, At 5.80 p.m. Presidential address by Mr. B. Geen. 

tation of premiums awarded in 1919. . 
tion of Engineers-in-Charge. — Wednesday, February llth. At 
Bt. Bride'« Institute, E.C. At 7.0 p.m. Paper ов “ Coal Saving by 
Scientific Control in the Boiler House," by Mr. D. Brownlie. 
Saturday, February lath. At St, Bride's Institute. At 7.90 p.m. Social 
and Dance. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—Wednesday, February lith. At the Philogo- 
hical Institute. At 8 үш. Lecture on The History and Development 
X-Ray Apparatus,“ by Mr. 


Law. 


of Electrical Engineers.—Thursday, February 18th. At the 

Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, 8.W. At 6 p.m. 
Paper on ''The Protection of Alternating Current Distribution Systems 
Without the Use of Special Conductors,” by Major K. Edgcumbe, R.E. 

(North-Eastern Centre).—Monday, February 9th. At the Armstrong 
College, Newcastle-on-Tyne. At 7.15 p.m. Paper on Transformers for 
Electric Furnaces, by Mr. J. L. Thompson. 

(North Midland Centre.)—Tuesday, February 10th. At the Royal 
Victoria Hotel, Sheffield. At 7 p.m. Lecture on The Rotherham Power 
Station, by Mr. E. Cross. 

(North-Western Centre).—Tuesday, Feb 10th. At the Engineers 
Club, Manchester. 'At'l p.m. Lecture on “A Critical Survey of Power 
Supply in the Rhine Valley,” by Lieut.-Colonel F. C. Aldous and Mr. A. E. 
Leigh Soanes. 

(Scottish Centre).—Tuesday, February 10th. At 207, Bath Street, 
Glasgow. At 7.30 p.m. Paper on Transformers for Electric Furnaces,” 
by Mr. J. L. Thompson. 

. Seuth-Midland Centre. — Wednesday, February lith, At the 
University, Birmingham. At 7 p.m. Informal discussion on B.E.8.A. 
Bpeciflcation No. 79. 

(Students' Section).—Friday, February 18th. At the Royal Technical 
College, Glasgow. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on The Electrical Equipment of 
Cranes, by Mr. G. W. Turner. 

Association of Engin and Shipbulldin Draughtsmen.— Lectures 
will be given at Chesterfield and Liverpool on February 12th. 


Reyal Institution of Great Britain.—Thursday, February 12th, At 8 p.m 
At Albemarle Street, W. 1. Lecture on * Recent Progress in Applied 
Optics,” by Prof. A. E. Courady (Lecture II). 

Saturday, February 7th. At 3 p.m. Lecture on The Astronomical 
Evidence Bearing on Einstein's Theory of Gravitation,“ by Sir F. W. Dyson. 


Liverpool Engineering Society.—Thursday, February 12th. At the Ex- 
change Station Hotel. At 7.30 p.m. Annual dinner. 


Technical and Engineering Association.—Saturday, February 14th. 
At the Roya! Technical Institute. At7p.m. Paper on Liquid Air,” by 
Mr. J. L. Duckworth. 


“Daily Han Ideal Home Exhibition at Olympia.—Open to February 25th. 


Kleetro- Harmonic Society. — Friday, Febru 18th. At the Holborn 
Restaurant (Venetian Chamber). At 8 p.m. neert. (Ladies’ night.) 


NOTES. 


Notice to Readers.—It appears that some of our readers 
are experiencing diffloulty in securing their copies of the ELECTRICAL 
Review regularly and promptly through the ordinary distribution 
channels, owing to transportation and other matters. We would, 
therefore, again urge the wisdom of their becoming subscribers, 
either yearly or half-yearly. 

Subscription orders should be sent direct to the Publisher, 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 

We give on advertisement page No. 28 to-day an order form for 
the convenienoe of intending subscribers. | 


Telegraph Wire Destruction.—At Fermoy, Co. Cork, 
Sessions, before the Recorder of Cork, last week, the 
Postmaster-General applied for £70 compensation for the malicious 
cutting and destruction of a large number of telegraph and telephone 
wires on the public road between Cork and Midleton, and Queens- 
town, on the night of January 3rd, on which occasion an attack 
was made on the police barracks at Carrigtwohill. The wires were 
all repaired at а cost of £47, and the Recorder granted compensation 
for this amount. 


Electric Starters for Marine Motors.—At the Scottish 
Motor Show some large size 0.A.V. electric starters were exhibited, 
which have been used, it is stated, on marine engines up to 
200 H.P. 


A New Federation.—As the result of a preliminary 
conference of members of professional and supervisory associations 
which was held on November 22nd, a meeting is to be held 
tomorrow (February 7th), at the Essex Hall, Strand, London, of 
representatives of such societies with a view to inaugurating a 
“National Federation of Professional, Technical, and Supervisory 
Workers," for the purpose of safeguarding the interests of the 
members of the affiliated associations, and of promoting friendly 
relations between them and the industrial workers’ organisations, 
Some 40 societies have been invited to send delegates to the 
conference, including the Association of Engineering and Ship- 
building Draughtsmen, the Society of Technical Engineers, the 
Electrical Power Engineers’ Association, the National Association 
of Supervising Electricians, the Electricity Supply Commercial 
Staffs’ Association, and the National Union of Scientific Workers. 


Australian Engineers.—The Victorian section of the 


Electrical Association recently merged itself into the newly- 
formed Institution of Engineers of Australia. 


Educational.— UNIVERSITY oF LoNDoN.—Àt a recent 
meeting of the Senate several gifts were acknowledged, and thanks 
accorded to the donors. A sum of £50,000 was given by the 
General Committee to promote the institution of degrees in 
commerce, and the organisation of commercial education in the 
City of London and throughout the Empire, to be devoted to 
extensions of the School of Economics. 

Messrs. S. В. and J. B. Joel presented £20,000 to provide a 
University Chair of Physics at the Middlesex Hospital Medical 
School. This will bear the name of the donors. 

An offer of £150 a year for three years from the Rhodes Trustees, 
in aid of the work of the Professor of Oonstitutional Law at 
University College, was gratefully accepted. 

CORRESPONDENCE TUITION.—We have received from University 
Engineering College, London, a copy of Prospectus No. 8, giving 
particulars of the U. E. C.“ system of technical training by 
correspondence, and details of the standard courses which have 
been organised. These include all branches of electrical 
engineering, elementary and advanced, as well as mathematics and 
physics, civil and mechanical engineering, and special courses 
leading to the London University B.Sc. degree, and the examina- 
tions of the engineering Institutions, the City and Guilds of London 
Institute, the Board of Education, and Government service. 

The Education Department of the  Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrical Co., Ltd., has just published a circular giving a list of 
lectures for its staff and workpeople. The lectures deal with 
economics, engineering, &c., and should prove of great value. 

FARADAY Houses ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING COLLEGE. — 
The annual examinations for a Faraday Scholarship of 50 
guineag per annum, tenable for two years in college and one 
year in manufacturing works. and for a Maxwell Soholarship 
of 50 guineas per annum, tenable for one year in college and one 
year in works, will be held at Faraday House on April 13th, 14th 
and 15th. Particulars can be obtained from the Secretary, Faraday 
House, Southampton Row, London, W.C. 1. 


British Oil.— The report of the Petroleum Executive on 
the last year's progress contains interesting particulars of new 
borings. In Derbyshire, the Hardstoft bore gave more satisfactory 
resulta than the first observations seemed to indicate. By keeping 
the oil level at a depth of 1,000 ft., a daily yield of 20 barrels 
(700 gallons) was obtained, and at a level 3,000 ft. below the 
surface the supply was 35 barrels (1,225 gallons) a day. 


Summer-Time on the Rhine.—By order of the Inter- 
Allied Rhineland High Commission, summer time in the German 


occupied territory came into effect at midnight, January 3lst— 


February Ist. 


Appointments Vacant.— Assistant lecturer and demon- 
strator on electrical engineering (& 300), for the Sheffield 
University Faculty of Engineering ; cable jointer, for the Tod- 
morden Corporation Electricity Works; laboratory steward 
(42s. + 20 per cent. + 238.), for the Paddington Technical Insti- 
tute; meter fixer and tester (738.), for the Colne B.C. Electricity 
Works; telegraph inspectors (£200 + £65), for the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department, Germen East Africa; shift engineer 
(79s. 6d.), for the City of Peterborough Electricity Department ; 
mains superintendent (£300), for the South Shields Corporation 
Electricity Works; fitter driver, for the Shoreditch Borough 
Council Electricity Supply Department; shift engineer (£234) for 
the Doncaster Corporation Electricity Department ; mains engineer 
(£390) for the Walsall Borough Council Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Pulverised Coal.— The central power station of the 
Puget Sound Traction, Light, and Power Co., at Seattle, U. S. A., 
has been converted from fuel oil to pulverised ooal, using the 
waste from a local mine of lignite coal, the coal having a calorific 
value of 9,000 B.TH.U. and the culm a value of 7,300 B.TH.U., with 
25 per oent. moisture, 28 per oent. volatile matter, 26 per cent. 
fixed carbon, and 20 per cent. ash. Bottom dump wagons operated 
by an electrio locomotive deliver the culm to & bin, from which it 
is fed to a conveyor belt feeding a single-roll crusher, which is 
driven by a motor and reduces the material to }-in. size, this 
product being conveyed by an elevating conveyor to a bin. Two 
conveyors feed the crushed coal toa pair of driers of the Fuller 
indirect-fired rotary type, fitted with baffles, and having an induced 
draught created by a fan. Each drier can handle 7 to 10 tons 
per hour, reducing the moisture to 2°25 per cent., with the outgoing 
material at a temperature of about 240°. In passing from the 
driers, the coal slides down chutes, where magnetic 
remove any iron scrap, &o. The dry coal goes to a bin, from which 
it is fed to a set of Fuller fan pulverisers and a Raymond impact 
pulveriser. The pulverised coal is delivered to bins over the 
boilers. and flows by gravity to screw feeders, which convey it to 
the burners, which discharge it into a oombustion chamber 
144 ft. x 81 ft. and 5 ft. high. There are 10 boilers of 300 Н.Р, to 
600 H.P., the smaller ones being fitted with superheaters. The 
ash ranges from dust to soft and hard clinker, the latter being 
crushed and all delivered by a conveyor to an ash-bin.— Engineer. 


Accldent.—At Ashton-under-Lyne, on January 30th, 


Lance-Corporal Thomas Bent was crossing Whitesere Road, when - 


he came in contact with a “live” electric tramway wire, which 
was lying in the road. He was thrown to the ground and 
rendered unconscious. He was taken to the District Infirmary, 
but did not regain consciousness for several hours, 


e 
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The Metric System,— Continuing its energetic propa- 
ganda for the metric system, the World Trade Club of San 
Francisco is sending & large number of letters to British addresses, 
enclosing postcard petitions addressed to the Board of Trade and 
to President Wilson. 

The Secretary of the Decimal Association has undertaken the 
counting and classification of the petitions received by the Board 
of Trade, and the Association hopes that all who receive these 
letters from the World Trade Club will sign and forward the 
petitions. i 


The Telegramaphone.—According to the Daily Mail, 
Major Lionel Guest and Capt. H. O. Merriman have succeeded in 
producing a device whereby it is possible to dictate a message into 
a telephone receiver at one end of a wire, and at the other end an 
automatic recorder inscribes the message on a gramaphone record 
for later reproduction. The blurring or metallic tone effect is said 
to be practically eliminated. 


Engineering Research in France.— The metallurgical 
and engineering firms in the Grenoble district are showing a com- 
mendable exhibition of independent initiative. Without waiting 
for a Government vote of credit, more or less problematical, they 
have gathered together the funds to found a mechanical and 
metallurgical research laboratory. The laboratory itself is 
secured, and they have appointed a competent local man as its 
head. There only remains the acquisition of the needful 
machinery equipment. This is to be attained partly by purchase 
and partly by gifts, which have been invited. 


Fatalitles.—In an attempt to help his mate, who had 
become entangled with live wires, brought down by the storm 
ut Wakefield on Thursday morning last week, near the Kirkgate 
L. & Y. station, William Riley, railway goods guard, of Wakefield, 
was killed. His mate, Sam Parks, and he were approaching 
Kirkgate about 3 am., from a passage, when Parks became 
entangled in telephone wires which were highly charged. Riley, 
who went to help his mate without regard to his own danger, was 
himself caught. The telephone wires crossing the street had been 
broken by the snow, and had fallen across the live overhead wires 
of the tramway in Kirkgate. A Corporation sub-station attendant, 
named John Hawkins, came and cut and cleared the wires, but 
Riley was found to be dead. Parks had been able to get clear by 
crawling out, and he escaped with burns on the leg and hands. 
The dead man was 30 years of age. A similar fatality occurred at 
Huddersfield, where J. Spivey (62) stepped amongst broken wires 
which had come in contact with an electric street lamp. 


Gloucestershire Joint Electricity Authority.— In our 
report of the proceedings at the meeting of electricity supply 
authorities at Bristol, in our issue of January 9th, the names of 
the members of the Committee appointed to draft a scheme were 
given ; to these should have been added that of Mr. J. Herbert 
Edwards, a director of Stroud Electric Supply Co., Ltd., who 
represented the company undertakings on the Drafting Committee. 


Agricultural Research.—A research department has been 
established by the Olympia Agricultural Co., Ltd., which is farming 
no less than 20,000 acres; the director of the department is Dr. 
Charles Crowther, late Professor of Agriculture in the University 
of Leeds. It is to be hoped that the various applications of elec- 
tricity to agriculture will find place amongst the subjects 
‘investigated. 


Refrigeration.—At a conference held in Paris recently 
an International Institute of Refrigeration was formed, under 
the directorship of M. Emile Gouault, the Secretary-General of the 
French Association of Refrigeration. Seven Special Committees 
.were appointed to deal with various aspects of the Institute's 
activities—scientific questions, refrigerating materials, general 
application of refrigeration, transport, instruction and propagation 
and general economics and statistics. An international convention 
was drawn up at the conference, copies of which are to be 
submitted for ratification to all Governments interested in the 
- proposals. 


Electric Police Lamps.—The familiar bulls-eye oil 
lamps used by the London police are to be replaced by electric 
lanterns. The distribution commenced on January 29th, and will 
continue daily till the entire force of 20,000 is equipped with them. 
The lanterns are compact, with two flat sides and a hook for the 
belt. The accumulators are recharged every day. 


The Electrical Treatment of Sewage.—The following 
is un abstract of a paper on the Landreth direct-oxidation 
process of electrical treatment of sewage contributed to the 
Journal of the Franklin Institute by Messrs. H. J. M. 
Creighton and B. Franklin. 

In the Landreth direct oxidation process for the treatment 
of sewage, both electricity and lime are employed. The 
efficacy of the process depends upon the combination of these 
agents, neither electricity nor lime alone producing such good 
results. The electric current liberates at the electrodes 
oxygen and hydrogen which jn the nascent state are claimed 
to promote the destruction of pathogenic bacteria. and а re- 
duction of the nitrogenous organic matter to albuminoids, 
peptones, and amino compounds, which are subsequently 
oxidised to nitrites, nitrates, and carbon dioxide. The pre- 
sence of lime furnishes not only an alkaline medium which 
lowers the electrical resistance of the sewage and renders the 
electrodes passive, thus very greatly decreasing the quantity of 
iron which passes into solution from the anode, but it also 
aids in sedimentation. The process differs from others that 


employ electricity, in that purification is effected neither by 
the action of dissolved iron as a coagulant, nor primarily by 
ао disinfecting action of nascent chiorine produced by elec. 
trolysis. 

In the spring of 1918 a million-gallon plant was erected at 
Easton, Penna., by Mr. Landreth, for demonstrational pur- 
poses. Its location in the heart of the residential district and 
the entire absence of coinplaints and unfavourable, comments 
indicate that the plant is not considered a nuisance, and 
that the nearby residents are not annoyed by odours or other 
objectionable features. 

The cost of operating а two-muillion gallon per day plant 
is about $31.97, or 58 cents per capita per year (20,000 popu- 
lation), of which about 51 per cent. is for labour alone. 
The number of units can, however, be largely increased 
without any appreciable increase in the amount of labour 
necessary to operate the enlarged plant.. The per capita cost 
of construction of a direct oxidation plant compares favour- 
ably with that of any other process, and the economy result- 
ing from the use of this process 1s effected largely through 
а saving in the cost of construction. 


Electric Vehicle Progress.—' he Bradford Corporation 
has invited tenders for the supply and delivery of two electric 
battery locomotives, 60 c.m. gauge, with a haulage capacity 
of about 10 tons on the level. Six electric vehicles are to be 
obtained by the ога Urban Council for refuse collection pur- 
poses. The cost is placed at £1,325 for each vehicle. The 
County of London Electric Supply Co., Ltd., has placed 
an order-with the General Vehicle Co. for two electric vehi- 
cles—a 33-tonner and a 2-tonner—for coal cartage purposes. 
The vehicles will be fitted with Craymer unloading gear. Six 
“G.V.” electrics, each of 34 tons capacity, have been ordered 
by Whitbread’s Breweries, London. The whole of these 
vehicles will be equipped with Ironclad-Exide batteries. The 
Electricity Committee of the Manchester Corporation has 
invited tenders for the supply and delivery of a 2-ton electric 
lorry and a 10-15 cwt. electric vehicle of the van type. Two 
G. V. electrics, each of 2-ton capacity, have been ordered 
by the. Nottingham Corporation Cleansing Department for 
early delivery. An electric vehicle is to be purchased for use 
by the Wolverhampton Cleansing Department. The Watford 
Urban council is considering a proposal for the introduction 
of a tleet of electric vehicles for refuse collection. Estimates 
prepared by the surveyor for the provision of a garage, neces 
sary machinery, and electric vehicles are as follows: Four 
Ji-ton electric vehicles, with bodies, at £1,485 (£5,540); one 
interchangeable body, £260; one motor generator, £5, 
switchgear, £200, erection, £100 (£800); garage and generator 
house, £4.000. The committee anticipates that each electric 
vehicle will do the work of no fewer than three horses. The 
recommendation of the committee was that application be 
inade to the Ministry of Health for sanction to a loan not 


exceeding £11,000, to cover the estimated expenditure.— 
Electric Vehicle. 


Electrical Signalling on Railways.—In La Terhnigue 
Moderne for November, 1919, the methods of repeating 
mechanical signals on locomotives which have been tried in 
France are reviewed, and a new system of wireless сош- 
munication, designed to obviate the troubles inherent to 
mechanical contact devices, is described. This system has 
been developed by M. Augereau, and is to be installed on 
the State railways. Alongside of the mechanical signal a 
simple wireless set similar to that used by the army in the 
war 18 fixed; it consists of a small induction coil giving a 
3-cm. spark with an 8-volt battery, & spark gap, and an 
antenna consisting of a copper wire 15 m. long, supported 
horizontally parallel to the track at a height of 1.5 m. One 
pole of the battery is earthed; the other is connected to an 
insulated rail by way of the primary of the coil, and & ewitch 
connected with the signal closes this circuit when the signal 
is put at ' danger." No current passes, however, until the 
insulated rail is earthed by the passage of a train over' it, 
when the coil is energised and hertzian waves are emitted. 
As the passage of a long train would operate the apparatus 
for an unnecessarily long time, two economy treadles ’"’ are 
inserted in the primary circuit at a suitable distance apart, 
and are provided with dash-pots which delay their action, 
во that the signal is only given, and the battery is only in 
operation whilst the leading wheel is passing from one treadle 
to the next. On the locomotive & local battery, an electro- 
magnet, and a coherer are connected in series, and a copper 
antenna is connected to the coherer, the other pole of which 
is earthed. As the antennm are close together when the 
locomotive is passing the signal, the coherer is excited by the 
electric waves and permits the battery current to flow through 
it, actuating the electromagnet, and thereby  tripping 
mechanism which sets a steam whistle in operation. A rather 
complicated locking apparatus is associated with the system, 
for the purpose of registering on the speed-recorder the 
operation of the signal, and its cancellation by the driver; 
it wil be observed that the system only functions when a 
locomotive runs past a signal which is at '' danger. 

Manv accidents have taken place on the French railwavs 
through failure to observe the mechanical signals, and the 
Ministry of Public Works hae therefore decided to install 
the Augereau system on all the State railways and locomotives 
as soon as possible. 
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Load Dispatching in Central-station Systems.—A des- 
cription is given in the Electrical World of the system opera- 
tors department in the Philadelphia Electric Co.'s system. 
The principle of controlling the equipment under the 
orders of * load dispatcher was inaugurated ten yeara ago, 
when there were only two generating stations and а dozen 
sub-stations in the system. ‘There are now ten generating 
stations, 29 regulator sub-stations, and 45 industrial sub- 
stations. An automatic record chart is provided in turee large 
panels, containing in symbolic form every single apparatus 
with which the operator is concerned. There are about 800 
signal lights on this board, denoting the various pieces of 
apparatus in service. These lamps are operated from a key- 
board m the load-dispatcher telephone exchange, and provide 
an extra representation of the whole system at every moment. 
In addition to complete telephone communication, a telauto- 
graph system is provided, and the whole equipment 18 con- 
sidered to be a good model to follow in organising à load 
dispatching system for a complex network. The network 
controlled by the Philadelphia system covers an area of 245 
equare miles, and includes a generator capacity of 240,000 
k. v. A. The load dispatcher's responsibility extends from the 
boilers to the distribution circuits. and includes the generation, 
transmission, and distribution of the proper amounts of 
energy. The dispatcher computes the demand to be met, 
schedules it on to the various stations, ascertains that each 
station has sufficient steam and electrical capacity to carry 
the proposed load, and that there is sufficient reserve equip- 
ment in each station. In order to do this, he maintains 
records showing the load required by each sub-station and 
distribution circuit. No switching is done without his in- 
etruction, except the standardised operations provided for 
emergencies. -No set is started or stopped. and no apparatus 
is worked upón without a permit from the dispatcher, who is 
aleo responsible for all blocking and for the testing of new 
and repaired equipment. 


Electrified Seed.—The January number of the Journal 
of the Ministry of Agriculture contains, among other interest- 
ing features, a report by Mr. E. J. Russell, Director of the 
Rothamsted Experimental Station, relating to the electrolytic 
treatment of seeds (Wolfryn process). described in our pages 
on several occasions last year. The writer states that 
during the past three seasons there bas been offered to farmers 
seed treated by this process which, it is claimed, causes 
marked increase in yield. The cost of the treatment in the 
case of wheat seed is about 28s. per quarter, which works 
out at about 7s. to 10s. 6d. per acre. Mr. Russell, after 
examining the results of experimental tests, concludes that 
the failure of electrified seed to give any increase in yield 
under the carefully controlled conditions of an experimental 
station trial, shows that the process lacks certainty. * It 
cannot be compared in effectiveness with manuring, which 
succeeda nearlv every time 1f properly done." "The risk of 
failure seems so great, he adds, that the farmer should look 
upon it as an adventure which may or may not prove profit- 
abie.— Morning Post. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. —The annual dinner of the 
Jorth- Eastern Centre was held in Newcastle-on-Tyne on January 
3Cth, under the presidency of Mr. W. Cross, the local chairman, 
who was supported by the Lord Mayor of Newcastle (Mr. Walter Lee) 
and Mr. Roger T. Smith, President of the Institution. The loyal 
and patriotic toasts were honoured, the chairman remarking upon 
the many applications of electricity made during the war. Mr. 
A. P. Pyne then gave the health of the President and the Council 
of the Institution, who devoted a large part of their energies to 
looking after the interests of electrical engineering. and particularly 
those of the 8,200 members. The President, in replying, said that 
during the war the idea of service gripped the individual of almost 
every class. but now, probably through re-action. the idea of service 
eeemed to have departed altogether from the ideas of the wave- 
earner. The wage-earner had demanded a shorter day, and very 
rightly, but-in order that he might enjoy that shorter day, pro- 
feasional men and members of the middle classes had had to work 
longer hours without any extra pay. The intellectual Socialists had 
always claimed that service for the State was the ideal. and even 
some of the members of the Miners’ Union had stated that if the 
mines were all nationalised the miners’ hearts and ideas would be 
changed by some miracle, and they would at once give willing and 
fall service and increase the output of coal. That. he thought. 
had to be taken withagrain of salt, and it seemed to be left to the 
professional and middle classes, and to those to whom service for 
their country was a sort of family tradition. to refute the doctrine 
that organised selfishness was the only way in which they conld 
continue their social and industrial life. He believed that service 
snd sacrifice were alone worthy of the highest condition of a 
civilised state. Speaking of the work of the Institution, he said 
their greatest asset was the Territorial Centres, and the increase, or 
decrease, of the value of that asset depended very largely upon the 
Centres themselves. Its value would be best increased if the 
members of the Territorial Centres would keep before them the 
ideal of service for the Institution and the industry which the 
Ynatitution represented. 
Mr. H. W. Clothier proposed the toast of "The City of New- 
castle. Не said that the huge electrical developments emanating 


from the men of Newcastle were maintaining the city's name for 
originality and greatness. In that district they had an electric 
power system covering 1,000 sq. miles, with a huge mesh-work of 
copper connections, and the system was becoming a model not only 
for England but for the whole world. 

The Lord Mayor responded. and alluded to the part played by the 
members of the electrical profession in the war. 

The health of The Guests was submitted by Mr. J. R. Beard, 
to which Mr. Н. Shaw and Mr. LI. B. Atkineon responded. 


LIVERPOOL SUB-CENTRE. — As reported in our issue of 
January 30th, this Sub-centre was opened on January 19th, when 
Prof. Marchant, D. Sc., delivered his inaugural address. The 
Vice-Chancellor of the University (Dr. Adami) heartily welcomed 
the members, and said that electrical power and transmission was 
a question of great importance to the University. Mr. Roger 
T. Smith, President I.E.E., referred to the activity of the Institution, 
indicated by the way in which branches had sprung up in 80 many 
parts of the country. He reminded his audience that the future 
of the Institution was, to a great extent, in the hands of these 
Centres and Sub-centres, and he hoped that the members would 
feel that. it was their duty to support the Council and President in 
every way possible. Mr. Smith said that Prof. Marchant was a 
very valuable member of the Council, and the members were to be 
congratulated upon securing him as chairman. Mr.C. H. Word- 
ingham, C.B.E., said that the primary reason forthe formation of 
sub-centres was that it was as impossible for many members to 
attend Territorial Centres as to meetin London. It was undesirable 
to form new centres for these districts—first. on account of the 
comparatively small number of members, and also because, under 
the constitution of the I.E.E., the chairmen and past chairmen of 
Centres were entitled to seats on the Council, and, therefore. if there 
were too many centres, the elected members of the Council would 
be entirely outnumbered. He recommended specialisation in wire- 
leas telegraphy and the equipment of ships, as being the most 
important branches of electrical work for Liverpool. Dr. Marchant 
then read his address, of which an abstract appeared in our laat issue. 
Mr. Dickinson proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman, which was 
seconded by Mr. G. H. Nisbett. Prof. Marchant, in his response, 
said that thanks were due to the Vice-Chancellor and Messrs. Roger 
T. Smith and C. H. Wordingham for attending and addressing the 
meeting. He regretted that Mr. J. H. Robertson, the chairman of 
the North-Western Centre, was forced to be absent on account of a 
prior engagement. | 


INFORMAL MEETING.—On Monday evening last there was a full 
attendance to hear Major T. Rich's paper on “ Engineering Experi- 
ences During the War." The author dealt largely with the 
administrative system which was in force on the Western Front, 
and levelled a telling indictment against the methods adopted in 
connection with the Engineering Department. which only too often 
resulted in the appointment of officials who were wholly ignorant 
of their functions, the employment of apparatus ntterly unsuited 
to its purpose, and an appalling amount of inefficiency and wanton 
waste of money. The enemy, on the other hand, not only employed 
competent engineers, but also gave them adequate authority to 
carry their plans into execution, with the result that the resources 
of engineering were utilised’ to the full against us; the French 
also attained a high standard of efficiency in their engineering 
work. Major Rich made it clear that his criticisms were directed 
not against the personnel of the Royal Engineers, but against the 
effete aystem of training and administration which made such 
things possible. and which unquestionably greatly prolonged the 
war, besides adding to the cost enormously. He also gave an 
account of the electrical engineering methods and apparatus that 
were employed in the field. An interesting discussion followed, in 
which many members who had been actively engaged in engi- 
neeriug operations in the various fields of war took part. 


WESTERN CENTRE.—At the meeting at Cardiff on Monday 
evening last, the chairman (Mr. Arthur Ellis) presided over an 
excellent attendance, and stated that the suggestion of holding a 
summer meeting of the Institution in the area covered by the 
Western Centre had received a most gratifying reception at head- 
quarters, and the details for arrangements had been relegated toa 
Sub-Committee. The date provisionally selected was Monday, 
July 12th. and the proceedings would last until the following 
Friday. Members were urged to use every endeavour to ensure the 
success of the meeting. In consequence of continued pressure of 
business, one of the joint hon. secretaries (Mr. A. J. Newman) had 
found it necessary to resign the duties appertaining to that office, 
and Mr. A. J. Ostler (Bristol Corporation Electricity Department) 
had accepted the vacant post. After the transaction of routine 
business, the paper of Messrs. A. G. Ellis and J. L. Thompson on 
Large Power Transformers was read by Mr. A. G. Ellis, and 
discussed. Prior to their departure for Bristol, the members and 
visitors from that city enjoyed the hospitality of the chairman. 


East MIDLAND SuUB-CENTRE.—A sub-centre has been formed, 
with hesdquarters at Loughborough. and Mr. F. S. Grogan, 
M. I. E. E., has been invited to act as chairman. Meetings will be 
held at Loughborough, Derby. Nottingham, and Leicester. The 
inaugural meeting took place on February 3rd, at the Technical 
College. Loughborough. ` 


Association of Mining Electrical Engineers.—At a meeting of 
the Birmingham Branch on January 21th. Captain Douglas Wilson 
read a paper on The Semi-Diesel Crude Oil Engine.“ The speaker 
pointed out the incorrectness of the name applied to the engine, 
and said it was preferable to describe it as a surface ignition engine. 
having as an essential feature an uncooled portion of the com- 
bustion chamber normally at high preasure, which augmented the 
heat generated by compression. Mr. E. P. Hollis, who presided, 
spoke upon The Advantages of the Oil Drive." | 
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Edinburgh Electrical Soclety.—On January 28th a paper on 
the "New Regulations for Electrical Ship Equipment" was read 
by Mr. D. 8. Munro, M.LE.E., and discussed by the members 
present. In view of the inability of Mr. Plucknett to have special 
petrol-gas plant forward for demonstration in time for the next 
meeting, his paper has been postponed. Mr. Law, of the Royal 

, has volunteered to deliver a lecture on Wednesday, 
February 11th, the subject being The History and Development 
of X-Ray Apparatus.” The lecture will be of special interest, and 
is to be illustrated by lantern slides. It wili be held at the 
Philosophical Institute at 8 o'clock. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or tha commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 


Mr. Е. W. SELLS, manager for Oswald Jones & Co., electrical 
and power engineers, of Maidstone, has returned from service 
in Mesopotamia and rejoined the business. 

Colonel Н. C. Sparks, C.M.G., D.S.O,, M.C., M., I. E. E., 
M. I. Mech. E., has been appointed a governor of Faraday 
House Engineering College, where he was a student from 
1891-1892. 

Friends of Mr. J. Witkinson, M. I. E. E., M. I. Mech. E. (who 
recently resigned his position of tramways electricul engineer 
to the City of Hull Corporation), will be sorry to learn that 
he is at present undergoing а serious operation at the Royal 
Infirmary, Hull. К 

Mr. J. Н. CastELL has resigned his position with the British 
Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., after 15 years’ service at Rugby 
and Willesden. Upon leaving he was presented with a gold 
watch by his colleagues. Mr. Castell is taking up steelwork 
and foundry agency work at Clun House, Surrey Street, 
Strand, W.C., and will represent, amongst others, Messrs. 
S. Wheeler & Co., constructional engineers, Smethwick. 

Mr. E. Кивсвх Scott, who has been in New York tor the 
past two years, was in Canada last 1nonth on a visit, und on 
January 6th he was to deliver an address at a meeting of 
the Canadian Club at Owen Sound, Ont. 

Over 200 applications have been received for the post of an 
engineer to supervise the mechanical and electrical en- 
gineering work at Edinburgh, particularly in connection. with 
the baths and wash-houses. A sub-cominttee of the town 
council is to draw up a short list. 

Mr. F. WAI. TON, of Bradford, has been appointed chief 
constructional engineering assistant to the Southend-on-Sea 
Corporation Electricity Works, at £400 per annum. 

Mr. Y. SaviLLE has been appointed assistant manager of 
the Plymouth tramways undertaking. 

Burnley Town Council has decided to increase the salary 
of Mr. Н. MozLEY, tramways manager, from £500 plus £75 
war bonus per annum, to £675 per annum including bonus. 

Burnley Electricity Committee has recommended the fol- 
lowing increases: Mr. J. E. Sranklk, chief engineer, from 
£674, including £73 bonus to £500 per annum; Mr. T. B 
NUTTER, chief assistant, trom £330, including £80 bonus, to 
4360 per annum. 

The salary of the tramways manager at Haslingden has 
been increased to £350 per annum. 

Commander J. R. ScHOFIELD, principal of the Swansea 
Wireless Training College, has been presented by ex-service 
students of the college with a barometer. 

Newport (Mon.) Electricity and Tramways Committee has 
recommended that the salaries of Mr. А. N. Moors, electrical 
engineer, and Mr. N. J. Young, tramways manager, be in- 
creased, as from January Ist last, to £800; from April Ist to 
£850, and from January Ist, 1921, to £900. 

Mr. S. G. Pool, shift engineer at the Peterborough Cor- 
poration electricity works, has been promoted to the position 
of second assistant engineer. 

For the post of assistant engineer to the Willesden District 
Council electricity department, 130 applications were re- 
ceived. Three were selected to appear before the Electricity 
Committee, and Mr. I. D. Sparks was appointed. 

Mr. FRANK H. Gaw informs us that owing to ill-health he 
has resigned his position with Messrs. Isaacson & Brown, 
Ltd.. with whom he has been for fourteen years. 

The St. Helens Town Council is recommended to increase 
the salary of Mr. B. T. Hawkins, the Corporation electrical 
engineer, from £500 to £600 per annum. 


Obituary.— Mn. J. W. PrNrorp.—The death occurred on 
January ФЕЬ of Mr. James William Penfold, who was chair- 
man of Messrs. Pave & Miles, Ltd., electricians, of Brighton. 
He served on the Town Council for over 15 years. | 

Mn. W. J. KEMBER.—We regret to learn that Mr. William 
James Kember, of The Nest, Finwood Hill, Warwickshire. 
died of pneumonia on January 27th, aged 67 vears. He was 
well known to manufacturera in the metal trades throughout 
the country as a representative of Messrs. W. Canning and 
Co., of Birmingham, having been in their service over 26 
years until his retirement in 1918. 


THE PROGRESS OF AUTOMATIC SUB- 
STATIONS IN U.S.A.” 


THE first automatic eub-station control was put into operation 
on Christmas Eve, 1914, in the Union eub-station of the Elgin 
and Belvidere Electric Railway, and in the following August 
the two remaining sub-stations of this road were equipped. 
The success of the venture immediately attracted the atten. 
tion of railway engineers, so that several automatic-coutrol 
equipments and coinplete sub-stations were purchased and 
installed in 1916. It is of interest to note that the second 
railway company to install an automatic railway substation 
decided to operate a semi-outdoor station, provision being 
made for housing only a 500-K w. rotary converter, the switch- 
board and the drum controller. At this time two other 
systems decided to install a total of 12 automatic equipments. 
One of these early installations was the first portable auto- 
matic sub-station. In 1917 the first installation involving the 
operation of two synchronous converters in series was made, 
and in 1918 two synchronous converters were first automati- 
cally operated in parallel. Two more portable automatic sub- 
stations were put into service in this year. Four and one- 
half years after the first experiment was made there were 
35 full-automatic and two semi-automatic, or remote-controlled 
sub-stations in actual operation, and an additional 31 automatic 
and four semi-automatic equipments stood on order with 
manufacturers. These 72 equipments control several types of 
synchronous converters and motor-generator eets of capacities 
varying from 200 to 2,000 kilowatts. 

On May lst a number of control equipments sufficient to 
control 37,500 KW. of rated machine capacity had been pur- 
chased. Thus far the tendency has been to apply automatic 
control more generally to machines having rated capacities of 
500 KW. and under, the total number of machines coming 
within this range being 58. This number includes twenty 
JUU-KW. and twenty-eight 500-kw. units. A good start is, 
however, being made on machines of larger capacity, as one 
1,000-Kw. synchronous converter is now operating automatically 
and six 1,W0U0-KW. synchronous converters, one 1,000-kw. 
motor-generator set, two 1,900-KW. synchronous converters, 
and one 2,000-kw. motor-generator sets are on order, and will 
probably be put in service before the close of 1919. 

While 44 stations are to receive 25-cycle energy, a total of 
18 stations are to receive 60-cycle energy, and eight stations 
will operate at odd frequencies, including 30, 35, 40, and 50 
cycles. The high-tension line voltage varies from 2,200 to 
66,000. The trolley voltage supplied is generally standard at 
600 volts direct current, excepting one 1,200-volt direct-cur- 
rent system and one 1,500-volt direct-current system. 

While the largest eynchronous converter yet to be auto- 
matically controlled is a 1,500-kw. machine, and the largest 
motor-generator set a 2,000-KW. machine, there is at the pre- 
sent time in operation a 3,000-K.v.a. synchronous condenser. 
The first automatically controlled waterwheel generatin 
station, which contains three 500-KW. generators arrang 
to operate in parallel either under the influence of full-auto- 
matic control at the generating plant or controlled if desired 
һу an operator in the main steam-generating station at a 
distant point, was put in operation in 1918. The success of 
this installation without question makes possible the develop- 
ment of a considerable number of sinall water powers that 
otherwise could not be developed because of the cost of operat- 
ing labour. 

Several companies have chosen automatic equipment in con- 
sideration of the saving possible from the elimination of light 
load losses, as well as from a consideration of saving 1D 
labour. The largest figures received gave an estimated saving 
of $400 per annum on a 300-kw. station, and $700 on a 
500-KW. station. One company installed a 250-Kw. auto- 
matic station to replace a floating battery between two sub- 
stations ten miles apart, in preference to spending $5,000 
for necessary repairs to the battery. When some of the 
automatice sub-stations were built in new locations, however, 
it was in several cases possible to reinove feeder copper which 
possessed a value sufficient to offset in part the cost of con- 
struction of the sub-station building with its equipment. 
In an exceptional case the cost of construction of a two-umit 
sub-station containing two 300-RW. synchronous converters 
was more than offset by the value of the feeder copper that 
was removed from the distribution system, and a more satis- 
factory line voltage was maintained on the line as a whole. 
The most notable saving in copper was made in Des Moines, 
where, through the installation of a system of automatic 
sub-stations, an amount of feeder copper was taken down 
which, at 20 cents per pound. was worth $90,200, and at the 
sime time a sub-station and distribution svstem were ob- 
tained which cost according to estimate $141,700 less than an 
equivalent system to give the same voltage regulation would 
have cost, had additional manually operated synchronous con- 
verters been placed in the central power station and addi- 
tional feeder copper put up on the outside lines. As an 
example of another exceptional case, it has been estiinated 
that one important interurban line in central New York 


*Abstract in Power from the report of the Committee on 
Power Generation presented at the convention of the Ameri- 
can Electric Railway Engineering Association, at Atlantic 
City. N.J., October, 1919. 


* 


vol. 86. No. 2,202, Fesruary 6, 1920.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


188 


State, because of its surplus feeder capacity can, by adopt- 
ing automatic sub-stations and removing part of this copper, 
make an annual saving of $24,000 with 5 Zero 
investment." These examples are unusual, but are given to 
illustrate the possibilities that are offered in not a small 
number of cases. | 

It was brought out in the discussion on this report that at 
the present time the economic limit in automatic sub-station 
capacity is about 6,000 KW.; above 6,000 Kw. it is more econo 
nical to install manually operated equipment. 


е. Ҹ 
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W. B. & J. Bain, Ltd. (10,912). —Ргіуріе company. Re- 
aistered in Edinburgh January 21st. Capital, £7,000 in £1 shares. To acquire 
the business of gencral and electrical engincers and merchants, agents for 
manufacturing engineers, carried on by W. B. Bain and J. Bain, at 52, Robert- 
wn Street, Glasgow, as W. B. & J. Bain. Ihe »ubxribers and directors 
wach with one share) are: W. B. and J. Bain, engineers, both uf 52, Robert- 
wn Street, Glasgow. Secretary: A. Mclean. Registered office: 52, Robertson 
Street, Glasgow. 

Bernard Tomlinson, Ltd. (10,911).—Private company. 
Registered in Edinburgh January 21st. Capital, £3,000 in £l shares. 0 
acquire the business of a beating engineer formerly carried оп by the late 
Н. R. Tomlinson in Glasgow. The subscribers (each with one share) are: 
Mrs. А. Tomlinson, 968, Argyle Strect, Glasgow; and J. E. Polding, 54, Hyde 
Street, Townhead, Glasgow, heating engineer and manager. The directors 
are; Mrs. A. Tomlinson, J. E. Polding and P. Daly, jun., Ja, Great Hamilton 
Street, Glasgow. Solicitors: Donaldson & Turnbull, 97, Willington Street, 
Glasgow 

Staflordshire Electrical Accessories Co., Ltd. (163,356).— 
Private company. Registered January 27th. Capital, £6,000 in El shares. 
To take over that portion of the business belonging to H. F. Howells and A. 
Douglas which relates to the repairing and overhauling of dynamos, motors 
and all kinds of electrical apparatus, electrical wiring, buying of motors and 
denamos for sale, and sale of electric light accessories, curried on at 21а, Lich- 
fid Street, Hanley, Statis. The first directors are: H. F. Howells, 40, Lich- 
held Street, Hanley; A. Douglas, Norrisdene, Imperia! Road, Matlock, Derby- 
shire. — Solicitor: R. W. Beswick, 4, Bagnall Stiect, Hanley, Registered 
ulice; 21а, Lichfield Street, Hanley. 


Brolt, Ltd. (163,372).— Registered January 28th. Capital, 
£330,000 in £1 shares. Objects: To take over the business of electrical and 
nwchanical engineers, and manufacturers of and dealers in electrical a paratus, 
plant, fittings and apparatus of all kinds, carried on by Brolt, Ltd. (incor- 

rated in 1511). at Birmingham and elsewhere. Minimum cash subscription 
P угез, The first directors are: В. Brooks, Blackwell Court, near Broms- 
grove, Worcs.; A. C. Johnson, Nupur, Wylde Green, Birmingham; A. Brown, 
Navling Hurst, 138, Stamtord Hill, X.; E. Brown, 2. Chesterfield Gardens, 
Hampstead, XJ. W.; H. W. Alexander, 83, Bunbury Road, Northfield, Birming- 
ham. Solicitur: R. Pinsent, 6, Bennetts Hill, Birmingham. 


Small Power Dynamo and Motor Co., Ltd. (163,409).— 
Private company. Registered January 28th. Capital, 25,000 in £1 shares. 
Objects: To take over the business of electrical and mechanical engineers, 
varried on by A. Radcliffe and F. S. Blakey at 129, Old Lane, Higher Open- 
shaw, Manchester, as the. Small Power Dynamo and Motor Co." The sub- 
«ribers (each with one share) are: A. Radcliffe, 18, Ackeroyd Avenue, Gorton, 
Manchester, electrical engineer; F. S. Blakey, Rosslyn, Grangethorpe Drive, 
Levenshulme, Manchester, electrical engineer, Permanent directors: A. Rad- 
dife and F. S. Blakey. Qualification, #100. Registered ofice: 129, Old Lanv, 
Higher Openshaw, Manchester. 

Ltd. 


British East Africa Power Development Co., 
(163,345).—Private company. Registered January 27th. Capital, £1,000 in 210 
shares. The company is formed as a subsidiary company to the British Water 
Power Development Co., Ltd., to acquire, and if necessary extend (1) the 
Thika Sisal Hydro Electric plant; and (2) the head works and rights of 
Messrs. Swift, Rutherford & Co. on the Maragua River, both in Fort Hall 
District, British East Africa; to acquire all present and future rights, con— 
tracts, licences and concessions for the supply of hydro-electric power in 
Rritish East Africa; to promote the development of hydro-electric, electric. 
hidraulic and Water power (primarily in East and Central Africa), &c. The 
first directors are: D. Spencer, 1, Hall Place Gardens, St. Albans, director, 
British Water Power Development. Co., Ltd. ; R. H. Mackenzie, 5, Gordon 
Road, Ealing, W., director, British Water Power Development Co., Ltd.; W. 
Р Harwar, 10, Dulta Road, New Wandsworth, S. W., secretary, British Water 
Power Development Co., Ltd., and secretury, Tripline Investment Corpora- 
non, Ltd. Solicitor: L. M. Parkin, 1144, Chancery Lane, W. C. Registered 
oke: 41, Parliament Street, S. W. I. 


Power- Rectiflers, Ltd. (163,400) .— Private company. Re- 
zistered January 28th. Capital. ‚000 in #1 shares. To carry on the busi- 
ness of electrical and mechanical engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in 
transformers, mercury- arc rectifiers and accessories appertaining thereto, с. 
The first directors are: С. Boner, Baden, Switzerland, manufacturer; A. С, 
Eborall (managing director, 9, Old Queen Street, Westminster, S. W., elec- 
trical engineer. Solicitor: W. T. Holland, 65, Bishopsgate, E.C. 


Petter Gauge and Precision Tool Co., Ltd. (163,458).— 
Pivate company. Registered January 29th. Capital, £100 in £1 shares. To 
rr) on the business indicated by the title. The subscribers (each with one 
are) are: V. G. Medley, 33, Austin Friars, E. C., chartered secretary; J. Е. 
Bates, Greencroft, Old Farm Road, Sidcup, engineering works manager. 
Table "А ** mainly applies. Secretary: V. G. H. Medley. Registered office: 
23. Austin Friars, EC. 


Paxton’s (Cardiff), Ltd. (163,221).—Private company. 
Registered January 23rd. Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares (1,000 founders). To 
take over, as from February Ist, 1919, the business pf electrical engineers 
"rred on Ьу A. Paxton and Н. M. C. Hinchley at Regal Works, Whit- 
church Road, Cardiff. The first directors are: A. Paxton, 82, Westbourne 
Read, Penarth. engineer; H. W. C. Hinchlcy, 348, Whitchurch Road, Cardiff. 
Sobcitor: A. Giles, 34, Queen Street, Cardiff. 


National Electric Signs, Ltd. (163,301).—Private com- 
pany.—Registered January 26th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry on 
the business of electric and illuminated sign manufacturers as formerly car- 
ried оп by Н. Н. Scott and б. I. Scott at 57-59, Long Acre, W. C., as the 
“National Electric Sign Co." The subscribers (each with one share) are: 
W. J. Hosea-Ward, 20, Aylestone Avenue, Brondesbury, N.W.6, manufacturer 
ol electrical goods: Н. H. Scott, 59, Long Acre, W. C., electric sign manu- 


COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


lac turer. e subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Registered 
office : 61 and 62, Lincoin’s Inn Fields, W.C. к; 
T. C. Smith, Ltd. (10,917).—Private company. Regis- 


tered in Edinburgh January 23га. Capital, £50,000 in £1 .haré«. ‘Lu acquire 
from J. Duncan Nos. 21-25, Bon-accord Street, Aberdeen, the business carried 
va by him there as a motor dnd electrical engineer, &c., under the name of 
T. C. Smith & Co." The subscribers (each with one share) are: J. 
Duncan, Tillycorthie. Odny, Aberdeenshire, mine owner; E. Milne, 21, Bon. 
«wd Street, Aberdeen, manager; R. Watt, Bon-accord Street, Aberdeen, 
banker. The first directors are: J. Duncan, E. Milne and R. Watt. Reyis- 
tered office : 21, Bon- accord Street, Aberdeen. 


Cowlishaw, Walker & Co. (1920), Ltd. (163,075). —Керіѕ- 
tered January 91st. Capital, £150,000 in £1 shares. To take over the - 
ness carried on at Etruria, Staffs, by Cowlishaw, Walker & Co., Ltd., and to 
carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in engines, boilers, 
colliery plant, brick and tile machinery, builders’ plant, pumps, oists, cranes, 
electrical appliances, &c. The directors are: E. W. Hai Gatehampton 
House, Goring-on-Thames, director of Industrials, Ltd.; F. . Poynor, 10, 
Gerrard Road, Barnes, S.W., director of Robert Warner & Co. (Engineers), 
l.td.; W. A. Hunter, Charlton Lodge, Thornton Heath, managing director 
of Industrials, Ltd.; J. A. Edmondson, Woodville, Trentham Road, Stoke-on- 
Trent, joint managing director of Cowishaw, Walker & Co., Ltd. Solicitors: 
Slaughter and May. Registered office: 14-16, Cockspur Street, S.W. 


British Generator Co., Ltd. (163,515).—Private company. 
Registered January 30th. Capital, £5, in EI shares. To take over the 
business of an electrical and mechanical engineer carried on by W. A. Hymas 
at 481, Oxford Road, Reading, as W. A. Hymas & Co., together with 
the iene of the said vendor in an invention for an electric lighting apparatus. 
The first directors are: W. A. Hymas, 481, Oxford Road, Reading; 

Mills, Woodview, Newton Abbot, Devon. Solicitor: F. J. Radcliffe, 1.8 


]. S. 
lagrove 
Street, Reading. Registered office: 481, Oxford Road, Reading. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF BLECTRICAL 
COMPANIES, 


Reform Lighting Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction registered De- 
cember 19th, 1915, of 4900, balance of charge for £2,750, registered March, 
1913. 


Browning & Lambert, Ltd.—Mortgage on Manor House 
stables, Folkestone, registered. December 17th, 1919, to secure all moneys due 
or to become due from the company to L. J. C. & Midland Bank, Ltd. 


English Electric Co., Ltd.—Mortgage on the companv's 
undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital, 
registered December J6th,. 1919, to secure all moneys due or to become due 
from company to Lloyd's Bank, Ltd., not exceeding £500,000. 


Cutting Bros., Ltd.—Particulars filed December 12th, 
1919, of £20,000 2nd debentures, charged on the company's undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital, amount of present 
issue being £12,000. 


CITY NOTES. 


Anglo-Argentine Tramways Co., Ltd.—In reply to many 
inquiries, the directors announce that the Municipality of 
Buenos Ayres, recognising the justice of the claim to an 
increase of fare to meet charges which were never contem- 
plated when the concession rate was fixed, have sanctioned 
a conditional increase from JU cents (the fare fixed by the 
company's concession) to 12 cents. It is hoped that the in- 
crease, which is to come into operation 90 days after pro- 
inulgation of the ordinance, will place the company in a 
position, in the near future, to meet the pressing deinands 
of Labour for increased wages, the cost of the reduction of 
the working day to eight hours, and its obligations under 
the new Pension Law, besides 5 materially to- 
wards the extra cost of working for which the abnormal 
price of fuel is largely responsible. The increased fare cannot 
affect the accounts for the year 1919 (which have had to 
bear the burden of heavy fuel charges), but will be in force 
during the major portion of the current year. The directors 
hope the alteration. will enable them to resume, at an early 
date, payment of dividends on the first preference shares, 
which, since July Ist, 1917, have been passed.—Times. 


Stock Exchange Notice. Application has been made to 
the columnittee to allow the following to be oflicially quoted :— 

Melbourne Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—£12,674 consolidated 
ordinary stock. 

Liandudno & Colwyn Bay Electric Railway, Ltd. For 
the year ended November, 1919, the profit was £5,196 (plus 
£387 brought forward), after providing for debenture charges. 
£1,860 is put to sinking fund, a dividend of 4 per cent. per 
annum (less tax) requires £2,783, and £940 is to be carried 
forward. There have been heavy increases in operating 
charges, owing to additions to pay and in maintenance 
charges, owing to exceptional expenditure upon repairs to 
and renewals of rolling stock and permanent way. The 
existing rolling stock is now in sound condition, and a small 
addition to the number of cars is now under consideration. 
The sinking fund instalment due on January Ist has been 
charged against the revenue for the year, and no further 
provision has been made for depreciation of the system. 


Capital Increases in Germany.—The directors of the Berg- 
mann Electricity Works Co. ask for authority to issue de- 
bentures up to 20,000,000 marks in case of necessity. The 
Duisburg Cable Works Co. propose to raise the share capital 
from 3,000,000 to 6,000,000 marks by the emission of new 
ordinary shares, each having triple voting powers. 'The share 
capital of Max Schorch & Co., of Rheydt, is to be increased 
from 2,625,000 to 10,500,000 marks; and an augmentation from 
6,000,000 to 12,000,000 marks is to be carried out by the Dr. 
Paul Meyer Co., of Berlin. 


Western Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The directors have de- 
cided to puy in March a dividend of 24 per cent., and in the 
subsequent quarter u similar dividend, the intention being to 
pay а final dividend of 34 per cent., making 10 per cent., free 
of tax, for the vear, paving no bonus. 100,000 ordinary shares 
are to be issued to meet expenditure which is being incurred 
to add to and improve the cable services. They will be offered 
at par to shareholders. 
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Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The directors have decided 
to pay in May a final dividend for 1919 of 53 per cent., making 
10 per cent. for the year, free of tax, paying no bonus. 
£1,000,00U ordinary stock 1s to be issued to meet expenditure 
which is being incurred to add to and improve the cable 
services. It will be offered at par to holders of the ordinary 
stock. 


Eastern Extension Australasia and China Telegraph Co., 
Ltd.— The directors have decided to pay in May next a final 
dividend for 1919 of 54 per cent., making 10 per cent. for 
the year, free of tax, paying no bonus. 100,000 shares are to 
be issued to meet expenditure which is being incurred to add 
to and improve the cable services; they will be offered at 
par to shareholders. 

City of Buenos Ayres Tramways (1904) Co., Ltd.— 
Balance dividend IS. 3d. per share, making 5 per cent. per 
annum, less tax. To general amortisation fund, £6,200; car- 
ried forward, £133. 

Mann, Egerton & Co., Ltd.—For the year ended Septein- 
ber, 1919 (that is prior to the issue of the recent prospectus), 
dividend of 40 per cent. on 30,000 ordinary shares, carrying 
forward, subject to excess profits duty, £48,654. 

Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Dividend 
for the half-year ended December, 1919, at the rate of 13 per 
cent. per annum, less tax, making 10 per cent. for the year. 

Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Units sold to 


consumers during four weeks ended December 26th, 1919, 
2,224,603, compared with 2,000,352 in 1918. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


‘TursDAY EVENING. 

THE difficulty this week is to know where to begin. Through 
all the ten decades—as they seeui—-that this hand has weekly 
(sic) written under the above heading, no one week can be 
recalled in whi h there have occurred such dramatic rises in 
cable stocks und electricity supply shares simultaneously. 
Eastern Telegraph went up 50 points last Thursday. City of 
London Electric ordinary has gained a pound per share in 
two days. And there are other rises to match. However 
cramp-ridden the hand, the thrill of such sensations reaches 
it. "here is a genuine glow of satisfaction at being able to 
chronicle price-inovements that must bring so much pleasure 
to the real investor; nor is the satisfaction lessened by the 
fact that it is purely sympathetic, aud (unhappily), unper- 
sonal. 

All of which, the Able Editor may parenthetically and 
chillingly remark, is distinctly out-of-place in an ordinarily 
staid, slightly dull feature of this paper. uM 

Eastern Telegraph ordinary touched 220, a rise of 50 points, 
in à day. Eastern Extensions at 22 were 54 up, Westerns at 
23 showed a gain of the same amount, aud Globe ordinary at 
21 were about 5 better. The market, indeed, went olt its 
head. Certainly there had been no expectation of the divi- 
dends going up to 10 per cent. on Easterns, Chinas and 
Westerns. Such a thing was not so much as intelligently 
forecast in these columns. But, of itself, the increase in the 
dividends would not have had an effect like this. lt is the 
announcement of the new stock and shares to be offered at 
par which provides the cause of the excited rises. This is 
melon-cutting to some purpose, and if it be due in any wav 
to a desire to vet ahead of Budget possibilities, the cable com- 
panies’ proprictors may feel that there yet remains balm in 
Gilead. 

The full extent of the rises has not been held, as references 
to our tables show, but the net result of the week’s work is 
startling enough to leave a feeling of the gratitude which is a 
lively sense ot further favours to come, in the minds of those 
who await the substantial premiums which will be established, 
as а matter of course, upon the new issues after the pre- 
liminaries are over and the allotments make their appearance. 

And should ару investor, who has perhaps been moved to 
put money into these securities upon the strength of sugges- 
tions frequently made here, ask whether the present profit 
should be taken, the reply is that it would be difficult indeed 
to replace the stocks with anything equally sound, 

Great Northern Telegraphs are £3 up, and Telegraph Con- 
structions gained another 105. at 274. Henleys are 3-16 higher 
at 2 9-16 and Callender's 3 at 9}, all of which advances are 
due to the strength of the Eastern market. Anglo-American 
deferred is 14 better. United River Plate Telephones have 
recovered 2s. 6d. Automatic Telephones, after a dip to 308. 
rallied to 34s. 6d. The report is due next month. Some of 
those who’ know—and Stock Exchange experience counsels 
especial caution in such a case—speak of a probably poor, or 
at best colourless, report, after which it may be right to 
"take your seats for the rise’ if the price goes back at all. 
Last. year the dividend was 6 per cent., the 18, 24d. being ри 
jn March. | 
The all-round advance which has occurred throughout the 
list of electricity supply shares is due in the first place to the 
increased dividend declared by the Westminster company, 
which hag led to expectations of similar improvements in the 


cases of the other companies. City of London ordinary has 
risen & pound this week to 14, because of the expectation of 
а bonus, so that those who bought the shares when this idea 
was first mooted in these columns three or four weeks ago 
have now a substantial profit. Nearly all the ordinary shares 
in the group are higher. With the outlook changed for the 
better, it is not surprising that holders decline to sell, the 
result being that there is little supply of stock available, and 
consequently prices are quick to respond to any demand. 

The manufacturing list is generally good. As already 
noted, Callender's and Henlev'& have followed the rises 
amongst cable issues. Metropolitan-Vickers preference 
jumped 5s. to 3 1-16. Electric Constructions are better at 
258. No particular change has occurred in General Electrics. 
The air continues thick with gossip about amalgamations and 
new issues, and is rendered exhilarating by various denials.’ 
So prompt are the latter as a rule that it would appear to be 
simply asking for contradiction if the possibility were sug- 
gested of the General Electric Co., for instance, making a new 
issue next month of ordinary shares at 27s. 6d. per share, to 
be offered to shareholders in the proportion, shall we say, of 
one new share for every three at present held. The engineer- 
Ing group is also hard, Babcock’s improving to 34. 

Bombay Electric Trams have further soared to 112, and 
the preference at 151 are £1 up. Some people think that 
there is more than a fight for control going on. The Mexican 
list is heavy, and British Columbias have given way after 
their big rises. Brazilian Tractions recovered a point. Anglo 
Argentines are a little easier. Rubber shares are somewhat 
colourless. Amongst armaments, Vickers & Armstrong dis- 
play firmness. The Home Railwav market is irregular, witb 


Undergrounds flat on the uncertainty that envelopes the 
future of the Tubes. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES, 


Home Exgorniciry COMPANINS. 


Dividend Price | 
Аа Feb. 3, Yield 
1917. 1918, 1920. Rise or fall, p.e. 
Hrompton Ordinary.. xs ss. 10 8 6 +k £6 18 4 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. S 4 4 8a + à 518 6 
do. do. do 44Pref... 43 4 21 — 8 8 8 
Chelsea. T © v b B 81 + } 412 4 
City of London MN a a 8 8 14 +1 5144 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 9j +1 648 
County of London .. ay m 1 ag + 1 7 5 5 
do do. 6 per cent. Pref. 6 6 9 + 613 4 
Kensington Ordinary s TS 6 5 + } 6 00 
London Electric ; со .. NÜ Nil 11 — 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref... 5 6 +h B 11 6 
Metropolitan. . ня - eS 4 5 39, +$ 618 4 
do. 44 per cent. Pref. .. 4 48 2i — 7 16 6 
Bt. James' and Pall Mall .. : 9 10 eà + § 717 0 
Bouth London e 725 5 5 28 — 7 12 8 
Bouth Metropolitan Pref... 7 7 1 — 700 
Westminster Ordinary - 9 8 6 +} 710 0 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. a . 6 6 91 +14 811 3 
do. Def. i as 11 88/6 21 — 7 1 2 
Chile Telephone И à 8 8 6 — 6 5 6 
Cuba Sub. Ога. $ q 7 1 — ° IN 4 
Eastern Extension .. Р 8 8 204 +4} 4 17 7 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. 8 8 200 + 344 Бб 0 0 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. 1 8 20 +8} *4 18 6 
do. do. Pref. m 6 6 9% — 6 64 
Great Northern Tel. ; 29 22 +3 8 6 0 
Indo-European Я 18 1A 44 — 8 18 4 
Marconi m = 2% : 20 25 drk — y 6 86 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. 16 10 2 '.xd — 4 16 0 
United R. Plate Teint. B B ві +h “URG 
West India and Panama .. .. ШЗ 1/8 lve — Ys 532356 
Weatorn Telegraph.. 8 8 20 + 3 94 17 7 
Номи RAILS, 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 583 — 616 9 
Metropolitan .. » "T Vx 1 1} 23 — 1% 5 8 8 
do. District zi .. Ni Nil 204 — 4 Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Ni! Ni 2i — i Nil 
do. do. “А” .. Nil Nil 5/6 —2/- Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 5 81 —24 * 35 
Ғокк9н Trame, &0. 
Adelaide Sup. 6 percent. Pref. .. 6 6 RI — 7 *4 10 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. bà Nil 34 — i — 
do. do. 2nd Pref. .. — — Bi — = 
do. do. 5 Deb. . 56 858 = 719 8 
Brazil Tractions  .. А — — 57 +1 — 
Bombay Electric Pref.  .. — 6 8 154 +14 B IR R 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. 5 5 64 — 7 15 0 
do. do. Preferrred Nil 24 574 —2 8 18 10 
do. do. Deferred Ni! Nil 524 —3 514 8 
do. do. Deb. se 41 41 64 — 6 15 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 46 — Nil 
о. 6 per cent. Bonds. МПИ Nil 854 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Ni Nil 224 — Nil 
do. Pref. E .. Ni Nil 35 — Nil 
do. 1st Bonds. .. Ni Nil. 524 — — 


MANUPACTURING COMPANIES. 


Babcock & Wilcox ..  ..  .. 15 15 *i “4 5 9 
British Aluminium Ord. .. 9 10 10 13 — 5 14 8 
British Insulated Ord...  .. 25 123 Bez — 514 2 
Callenders .. ... .. .. 25 25 33 + 1 ква 
„ 63 Pret. 5 64 4 = 721 
Castner Kellner 29 s "m 25 20 4 — — 
Crompton Ord. ey е ТА 7 10 21/6 = 9 6 0 
Edison-Swan, A „ — 10 Lis — is тла 4 
do. do. b percent. Deb. 4 5 79А = 86 5 2 
Electric Construction D M 10 10 1+ + oy 8 0 0 
Gen. Elec. Pref, ме i СИ 6 ta 19/6 46 6 13 4 
do Ord 10 10 41/ — *1 15 2 
Henley .. а x x . 26 25 2 + fk 514 2 
do. 4% Pref.. ... ... .. 44 44 31 = 6 4 3 
India-Rubber.. a oo E 10 10 16 — б 5 0 
Met.-Vickers Pref, ..  .. ©. — = 30 + d 117 10 
Siemens Ord... is v — 210 / — 17 „7 21) 
Telegraph Con. . 20 E 20:77 274 +.% *4 3 8 


* Dividends’ paid free of Income Tax, 
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WIRELESS DIRECTION FINDING. 


By Capt. H. 


J. ROUND. 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


THE major portion of this paper is confined to a sketch of the 
war developments of wireless direction and position finding, 
the general ideas involved in Which are fairly well known now. 

Early in Septeruber, 1914, possible uses of direction finding 
began to be evident to us, and we decided to try to iinprove 
the Bellini-Tosi arrangement. At Brooinfield, standard Bellini- 
Josi radiogoniometers were connected up to the receiving gear 
which was arranged to use either crystal only or valve plus 
crystal. When using the valve, reaction effects did not appear 
to cause seripus trouble. Other troubles, however, were ap- 
parent. Owing to the short distance over which it was pos- 
sible to receive signals on a frame when using only a crystal 
as a detector, only the very strong signals could be received. 
When starting work with the valve plus crystal, I found great 
divergence. between the observed and true directions. Direc- 
tions were taken when using crystals only, and also with 
valve plus crystal. In each case the observed directions 
agreed, which pointed to the fact that the errors were pro- 
bably not due to the valve. Finally, nearly all errors were 
put down to two causes:—(1) A coupling between the two 
aerial systems not due to the search coil. This gave maxi- 
inum errors in the plane of eitlier aerial. (2) Incorrect tuning 
and consequent mis-phasing of the two aerial systeins. This 
gave maximum errors in the plane of 45 deg. between the two 
aerials. 

The first. difficulty was overcome by setting out the aerial 
svstems accurately and by more accurate manufacture of the 
radiogoniometers. The second, by abolishing the double con- 
denser, Which pretended to tune the two aerials simultane- 
ously, and using two separate condensers. Tuning and 
phasing was done by means of a small buzzer-transmitting 
radiogoniometer coupled to the aerial svstems. 

The correction of the first error, until quite recently, always 
gave us trouble, particularly with short waves, owing to the 
electric coupling between the two aerials. ‘The methods of 
checking that this coupling was zero were rather troublesome 
Another series of errors appeared afterwards, due to badl; 
constructed aerial-tuning condensers, and to very puzzling 
dielectric losses. The condensers nrst used had ebonite as the 
"electric, and any small difference in the internal losses wa. 
wanmped by the large internal loss. Other dielectric losses. 
wich as those in walls and tables, were not noticeable unti' 
later when the aerials were made larger with respect to the 
wave length, and the potentials at the ends of the aerial 
consequently became higher. The introduction later of со 
densers having air as the dielectric gave trouble, owing to tha 
‘ype used being a built-up aluminium-vane condenser. 15 wu« 
found practically impossible to avoid resistance in the con- 
denser, as contact to the aluminium vanes could never be 
made perfectly good. We therefore reverted to brass vanea 
wlidly soldered up, and after this all trouble vanished from a. 
rondenser resistance point of view. 

Multi-turn frames were seldom of any use in Bellini-Tosi 
work; @ condenser could always be inserted to tune up one- 
rotating-frame work, is not required. Multi-turns, even if 
used in parallel to reduce inductance, have the disadvantage 
turn frames and direct connection with the aerials. as in 
that the inductance varies in windy weather. Single-turn 
chiefly used were: 


——— — — 


Wave length. Shape. Height. Diameter, 
200-400 metres [II [II Diamond 50 ft 50 ft 
400- (1) Square 60 , 60,- 

B00 „.. 1 Diamond 90 i 90 : 
800 (1) Square 120 55 120 ” 
upwards .. .., (2) Diamond 170 „ 170 ,, 


Any larger sizes than these became difficult to handle, 
owing to the self-capacity of the frame becoming large com- 
pared with that of the tuning condenser. Actually, with 
modern amplifiers these frames give all that can be required 
in the way of signals. 

During the war we made practically no alterations in the 
dimensions of the radiogoniometer coils designed by Bellini, 
except in the number of turns on the windings. Мапу were 
the schemes evolved both for tuning to the enemy wave- 

ugth and for taking his direction rapidly, say, all in the 
Space of a few seconds. The difficulty was enormously in- 
creased by the extreme care with which the aerials had to be 

ved. We found that if the aerials were tuned to, say, MX) 
Inetres and carefully balanced or phased, then by retuning the 
intermediate and final circuits, but without altering the aerial 
tuning, signals could be received with only a slight falling off 
in strength, from 200 metres below to 200 metres above this 
tune. This was due to the tight coupling of the radiogonio- 
meter, If the final jigger coils were made of sufficient length, 
they Worked over a big range without a condenser in parallel 
With them. With only the reaction coil and intermediate 


condenser to handle, operators hecame very expert at search- 
ing over considerable ranges of wave-length. 

Aside from the above-mentioned errors, other errors were 
not at first serious. I had modified. Franklin's reaction cir- 
cuits for spark reception to give simpler tuning arrangements, 
and these circuits, when added to the Bellini-Tosi system cor- 
rected as above, made a very good direction finder. It was 
probably fortunate in the first year of our work that we used 
the soft valves, because no hard valve has been constructed 
which can compare with these ‘‘C’’ type valves as high- 
frequency magnifiers. They necessitated, however, trained 
men in their manufacture, and trained operators for their 
efficient use. 

Fig. 1 shows characteristic curves of а '"C" valve for 
comparison with that of a modern hard tube. The com- 
parison will show that the C" valve is equal in magnifying 
power either to 16 hard French valves in parallel, or to three 
in cascade. Actually, when used by a skilled operator, it is 
better than three in cascade in an amplifier having aperiodic 
infervalve connections. Some of the apparent amplification 
shown by the characteristic curves is actually not obtainable 
because, on account of grid conductivity, a large ratio of capa- 
city to inductance is required in the grid tuning circuit. The 
use of this large ratio in the direction-finding receiving gear 
accidentally avoided for us the serious error known as 
vertical,“ which was afterwards obtained with hard valves. 
With the ' C" valve the average high-frequency magnifica- 
tion when using reaction was about 150. With high-frequency 
magnification the receiving power of the frame and Bellini- 
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Tosi system at once became almost equal in value to that of 
the vertical aerial. In practice, it is possible to amplify up 
frame signals to a strength even greater than those of a 
vertical aerial, for owing to the frame's localised receptive dia- 
gram there is liable to be less interference. Fig 2 gives a 
diagrain of one of the first circuits in use. Capt. Tremellen 
was very fond of the ingenious double-magnification circuit 
(fig. 3), due to Schlomilch, as was also the original high- 
frequency inagnification without reaction. I usually preferred 
a single low-frequency amplification after the crystal. 

The production of valves at that time was a terrible process. 
Again and again we lost the knack of making good ones, 
owing to some slight change in the materials used in their 
manufacture. A thorough investigation was impossible, as all 
hands were out on the stations. On several occasions we were 
down to our last dozen valves. This type of valve had been 
tested out on Jong waves at Clifden for quite long runs, and 
on those circuits it was very. steady. The shorter waves 
necessitated higher values of filament current and lower 
values of vacua, thereby shortening the steady life consider- 
ably. It is. however, pleasant to record that Methuselah ” 
was removed after 8,500 hours, only to make room for a new 
circuit with hard valves, and this to the regret of the 
operators. Everything suggests that a long ageing is neces- 
sary to produce a steady valve, unless success is obtainable 
with a gas such as helium or neon. & spectrum analysis of 
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an old valve never showed anything but hydrogen, but with 
hydrogen I was never able to make a valve that was any good. 
A few valves were obtained which, after 1,000 hours, would 
run indefinitely as amplifiers or oscillators without any fila- 
ment battery. The filament was apparently being heated by 
the H.T. battery, which was usually 400 volts. 

Early in 1915 another error appeared which we nicknamed 
Vertical.“ The two zeros of the polar diagram of reception 
were seldom opposite to another another. This was traced to 
a small '' vertical aerial ” receptive power, chiefly due to the 
difference in the capacity of the grid of the valve to earth, 
and of its battery to earth. I can probably explain the mean- 
ing of the error by taking the case of a frame directly con- 
nected to a valve (fig. 4), which, if not connected to the 
receiver, gets energy induced in it which gives a potential 
difference between the terminals A and D of the condenser. 
This potential difference is the correct cosine function of the 
direction. If now a valve grid G (fig. 4a) is connected to р, 
and the valve-filament battery n to A, the capacity of G 1s 
usually sinall compared with B, and, besides the true direc- 
tional reception of the frame, there is a reception due to these 
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‘sapacities to earth, I have redrawn this erra fermens in 
fig. 4b, which shows the action. of the wave in alternating- 
current form. Fig. 4c shows the arrangement in bridge form. 
Unless the capacity с is equal to the capacity н, a current will 
flow through the condenser AD, meaning that there is poten- 
tial difference across the terminals A and D, which is inde- 
pendent of the directional properties of the frame. ‘The result 
of this cireular reception on top of the directional reception 1s 
a ''cottage loaf ’’ shaped diagram of reception, the minima of 
which are not opposite to one another. | 

With the use of hard valves, and the consequent high in- 
sulation of grids, these '' vertical ’’ troubles increased a great 
deal, and they increased still more when the “' aperiodic ” 
aerial was brought into use. Probably it has occurred to some 
that the extraordinary variation of signals at night might be 
accompanied by variations in apparent direction. In Decem- 
ber, 1914, we erected in France, at Blendecques, near St. 
Omer, and at Abbeville, the first two war direction-finding 
stations, these making the first position-finding group erected 
by us during the war. Blendecques had a fixed daylight error 
which puzzled us, and not until Abbeville was constructed did 
Capt. Tremellen note that night directions did not maintain 
the constancy of day readings. The *irst station concernine 
which he noticed this effect was KAV, the old German press 
station, and fig. 5 is a copy of his original eurve taken of 
KAV's movements during a sunset period. This curve is 
typical of a sunset movement, but I still cannot say whether 
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any such apparent regularity exists as a general thing, and 
certainly we were never able to arrive at any system of cor- 
recting bearings by using the idea of regularity. Night 
variation. remained throughout the war a serious defect in 
direction-finding work. Capt. Tremellen and Lieut. Adcock 
in France among others, and particularly Lieut. Eckersley in 
Egypt and Salonica, succeeded in obtaining valuable informa- 
tion, the latter in conjunction with experiments developing 
the theoretical side. The work of these men suggests possible 
improvements in apparatus which will eliminate a great deal 
of the night trouble. 

The Gerinan Navy directed its Zeppelin fleets by direction- 
finding from land stations. It also used a method of inter- 
communication between their land stations by wireless tele- 


frame continually sending during rotation. А signal wis 
sent to give the zero of time, and any ship noting 
the time interval between this zero and the zero of 
signals could then determine its angular position from the 
station. The fact that a frame transmits vertically as well 
as horizontally, and that at different points in its rotation the 
vertical radiation is polarised in a different direction, should 
lead one to expect curious results at night. Owing to the con- 
tinuous rotation of the transinitting frame, very strong signals 
were necessary to take quick bearings at a direction-finding 
station. Notwithstanding the difficulty, Capt. Trermellen was 
able to note a large variation of the apparent direction of 
these stations at night as the frame rotated. This was done 
by reading the minimum on his own radiogoniometer, and not 
by noting the minimum of signals with his search-coil 
stationary. 

With regard to night effects, (1) Large swing readings are 
better than minimum readings. To obtain readings of the 
actual minima at night is very difficult. Fig. 6 represents a 
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typical night minimum. This effect is sometimes very marked 
from Telefunken stations. Even with a swing reading, à 
very distinct difference of note will often be obtained at the 
positions A and B, the note on the one side having obviously 
fewer harmonics, i.e., being duller in sound, than the note on 
the other side. This again adds to the difficulty, and the 
reason for the effect is not at all obvious. In England and 
France, errors on swing readings on spark stations are at pre- 
sent up to 7 deg. at night. Eckerslex's results in the East 
indicate much greater changes than these; he has told me 
that at Salonica, Sofia would sometimes shift through 90 deg. 
The directions change fairly rapidly when bad night effects 
are present. Two or three degrees in a minute would, how- 
ever, be considered to be fast. Nearly always, but not in- 
variably, night variations are accompanied by bad minima. 

(2) Continuous waves give much greater variations than 
spark waves, and with them it is quite definite that directions 
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are extremely 
Capt. 


when the minima 
sharp, although bad minima do occur at other times. Са 
West brought to my attention a very pretty case of variation 
which indicates that the apparent direction is a function of the 


are serlously wrong even 


wave-length. Horsea are station sent its Press programme ^t 


10 o’clock nightly during parts of the war, and it sent with 2 
spacing wave as well as a marking wave. These two waves 
sometimes gave two directions differing by 30 deg., each wave 
giving a perfectly sharp minimum. This point may be in- 
timately connected with the results obtained at San Francisco 


graphy. The Germans, in raids on England, suffered from a 
bad base-line, and this, in combination with night effects, 
made their directional apparatus useless on many occasions. - 
The Germans had two wireless ' light-houses"’ for enabling 


their Fleet and submarines to determine their positions by Dr. Lee de Forest some vears ago on interference effects, 
in the North Sea without having to transmit. These (3) There is no strong evidence to show that the night 


wireless " light-houses "' in effect consisted of a rotating variations on long waves are greater than those on short. 
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(4) In England, variations from east to west are certainly 
greater than those from north to south, but I do not think 
that this result agrees with results from the East and from 
America. Malta wus a peculiar station, which in England 
apparently never varied seriously. 

(5) When signals come oversea from moderate distances, 
and practically no land intervenes, results are then the most 
reliable. If, however, there is land anywhere near either the 
transmitter or the receiver, or between the two, results be- 
come very troublesome. 

The minimum distance at which night effects have been 
noticed in England or France is about 15 miles. Capt. 
Tremellen noticed quite early that when two transmitting 
etations with differently shaped aerials were side by side, the 
directions obtained at night by a Bellini-Tosi station were 
diferent. Mountainous country between stations seems to 
give the very worst night effects. Eckersley's theoretical and 
experimental work on night effects in the East, and with 
aeroplanes—also, quite independently, Adcock's work in 
France on aeroplanes—both suggested apparatus which should, 
when developed, improve our work at night. 


(To be concluded.) 


THE INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS. 


NORTH MIDLAND CENTRE. 


Tae Chairman's address, of which the following is an abstract, 
was delivered before the above centre ot the Institution by 
MS W. M. Selvey, M. I. E. E., at Leeds, on November Lith, 
While many members have had the supreme privilege of 
serving at the Front, there have been many war-time activi- 
ties of the members remaining at home. I wish to refer 
pointedly to the work of those local members which has 
resulted in that excellent report known as the Report of the 
Yorkshire Electric Supply Linking-up Committee. This re- 
port, it is hoped, ultimately will be accessible to all members, 
and they will then see how carefully matters connected with 
Yorkshire have been considered. The phenomenal expansion 
of the Sheffield undertaking is almost a romance in itself. 
_ We are also proud in referring to the first station on what 
13 now known as super-station lines, viz., that at Rotherham, 
where is now being installed the largest set (30,000 Kw.) yet 
built for this country. The Yorkshire Electric Power Co. has 
also made most effective progress, not only in largely extend- 
Ing its generating capacity, but also in wonderfully extending 
its system of overhead mains. There is no other system in 
this country which can show anything like such progress in 
this direction. The Leeds extensions are also somewhat note- 
worthy. Other large extensions have been projected, but 
war circumstances have delayed them in many cases. In 
Yorkshire in 1918 the generated units were over 520,000,000, 
with a maximum demand of over 160,000 kw. Personally, I 
expect that during the next ten years Yorkshire, with its 
woollen, steel, and coal industries, will become the most 
highly organised electrical area in any part of the world. 
Another phase of activity in anc the members of this 
centre have been largely employed is that of giving assistance 
to the Coal Controller. There were over 25 of the members 
of this centre who assisted in this voluntary work. Should 
the principle of nationalisation become more extended the 
electrical engineer of a district could, with a maximum advan- 
tage to the community, become responsible for the whole 
use of power in his district, either if such power is taken 
from the public mains, or is generated by a private plant 
whether by steam or gas. Such a scope would lead to 
balanced thought and а proper perspective with regard to 
the interests of the community. If the members had pre- 
viously been only half convinced of the value of a generous 
electricity supply to the community they must have become 
wholly convinced by their experience in this work. The waste 
of fuel, the carelessness, indiflerence, and the ignorance of 
power users in many lines of industry were most disturbing. 
The training of the electrical engineer in power generation 
has been shown to be exceedingly helpful in dealing with 
all questions where the combustion of fuel is concerned, 
whether for power or other purposes. | 
The past year is especially notable with regard to influence 
on the future of the Institution arising from the efforts of 
our most able past-president, Mr. C. H. Wordingham, 1 
He has given us all a new idea of what the Institution ma 
be and, may I say, shall be in the lives of all its members. 
We must all join in making our new president realise that 
he has the whole-hearted feeling of the members behind him. 
After dealing with Institution affairs, Mr. Selvey gives 
a number of technical calculations relating to high-pressure 
and high-temperature steam with interheating for power 
generation, which are intended to be read as an appendix 
to Mr. J. H. Shaw’s paper.* The author keeps very 
closely to the figures used by Mr. Shaw; he gives tables 


* ELEC. Rev., July 19th, 1918. 


and figures defined by the nature of steam, and independent 
of any tonn of apparatus, which can be used in any particular 
case vy taking into account the eiliciency ol the apparatus. 
‘he schedules are accompanied by teiiperature-entiopy and 
interheat diagrams illustrating some of the tables. 

Schedule 1 relates to diagram etticiencies obtamable with 
steam initially at 500 Ib. per sq. in. absolute, total tempera- 
ture 688 deg. F., where the steum after expanding and doing 
work to certain selected pressures 1s again heated to the 
original temperature and then further expanded down to 
vacuum pressures. The figures represent wnat could be ob- 
tained were it possible to build a heat engine of 100 per cent. 
mechanical еібсіепсу, and if there were no losses of pressure 
in conveying the steam to be reheated from and to the engine. 
It wil be easy to find the influence of such losses as are 
inevitable by ineans of curves drawn from the data given 
in this and the other schedules. The best circumstances for 
interheating are by expanding to a pressure in the neighbour- 
hood of 200 lb. per sq. in. before reheating, and the possible 
gain in etficiency is of the order of 94 per cent. 

Schedule 2 takes the same circumstances with the difference 
that while expanding to the same set of pressures the steam 
is not reheated to its original temperature, but only to ‘ts 
original superheat. All practical cases must lie between these 
two limits. Under these circuinstances the best pressure for 
a single interheat is above 200 lb., and the possible gain in 
efficiency is of the order of 1i per cent. 

Schedule 3 shows that there is a fairly wide range of choice 
for two interheats for which the efficiency remains sensibly 
constant, the most favourable of these conditions being an 
expansion first to 215 Ib., reheating, and then an expansion 
to 70 lb., and further reheating with а final expansion from 
70 lb. to the vacuum pressure. These calculations show a 
possible gain in efliciency over plain expansion of about 14 
per cent. . 2 

Schedule 4 shows clearly that the value of interheating 1s 
greater in proportion as the initial pressure is lower. Expan- 
sion from 500 lb. with an interheat to the original tempera- 
ture at 150 lb. shows a gain for plain expansion from 500 lb. 
of only 2.4 per cent. Steam originally at 150 lb. interheated 
at 50 lb. to the original temperature of 688 deg. F. shows a 
gain over plain expansion from 150 lb. of 7.2 per cent. 

Schedule 5 shows the value of pressure alone for the con- 
stant top temperature. The absolute pressure of 215 lb., 
that is of 900 lh. gauge. is taken as a basis. The figures 
show that at 500 Ib. the gain is 11 per cent., whereas at 70 lb. 
pressure there is a deficit of 15 per cent. | 

Schedule 6 gives the same set of figures, but with the 
superheat kept at the constant figure of 219.3 degrees F. It 
is seen that the gain of 500 Ib. over 215 lb. is as much as 
1 r cent. . А : 

Schedule 7 compares the main efficiencies with those obtain- 
able with a perfect fluid between the same limits of tem- 
perature. The author then gives temperature entropy and 
interheat diagrams which show more quickly what the varia- 
tions of efficiency mean, and concludes that in the near 
future the steam turbine may equal, if not surpass, the gas 
engine in efficiency, the competition being still more severe 
in overall efficiency since the efficiency of large boilers in 
the most modern practice is now showing a margin of nearly 
10 per cent. over the corresponding gas producer efficiency. 
The battle between these two methods of producing power 
may turn on the direct total utilisation of the rejected heat. 
It is along these lines one looks for progress rather than in 
much further improvement of the efficiency of these prime 


movers. 
— ————— 


An Ionisation Gauge.— The design of ionisation gauge 
used in the General Electric Co.'s laboratory consists, accord- 
ing to the Journal of the Franklin Institute, of two concen- 
tric tungsten filaments inside a coaxially eituated cylinder. 
The inner filament is used as a source of electrons with the 
outer one as anode, while the cylinder is used as a positive ion 
collector. The gauge was calibrated by a “ flow " method 
(based on Knudson's formula for the flow of gases through 
capillaries) for extremely low pressure, and it was found that 
the electron eniission is proportional to the pressure over & 
range which extends from over 10 bars to 10^? bars, and it 
is, therefore, probably certain that this same relation holds at 
the lowest attainable pressures. Calibration of the gauge with 
different gases led to the interesting relation that the number 
of positive ions formed at constant electron emission and 
constant pressure is proportional to the number of electrona 
per molecule of the gas ionised. It is possible, therefore, by 
this method to determine molar numbers for different gases, by 
which is meant the sum of the products, atomic number times 
number of atoms, taken for each clement in the molecule. 
Thus the molar number of iodine is 2x53—106; and for Hal. 
it is 80 2453 = 186. Vapour pressure determinations of both 
these substances gave results agreeing with the above values 
for the molar numbers. If it be assumed that jonisation 1s 
due to collisions between thermions and electrons 1п the 
atoms, it is possible to calculate the mean free path of an 
electron in any gas at а given pressure, and also the effective 
diameter of the electron. For argon at 1 bar pressure and 
room temperature, the mean free path is about 150 cm., and 
the diameter of the electron is calculated on this basis ая 


about 4.4 X10-? cm. 
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ELECTRIC ARC WELDING. 


During the recent extension of the use of electric arc welding 
very considerable progress has been made in the development 
of suitable plant and equipment to provide the desired elec- 
trical conditions at the arc. It is now realised that reliable 
and consistently sound welded joints cannot he secured except. 
by the use of electrodes capable of depositing metal of similar 
quahty to the work, thereby permitting true Fusion and 
furnishing a jointure with maxinum. efheiency. That such 
conditions ате obtained. we were last week able to see for 
ourselves, when а most interesting and instructive afternoon 
was spent at the works of Alloy Welding Processes, Ltd., 
where A. W. P.“ electrodes and other welding products 
Were seen in course of manufacture, and an opportunity was 
given of appreciating the general use and extent of service 
to construction and repair work offered by this process. This 
firm has made a special study of the requirements, and alloy 
rods and electrodes, specially prepared to enable true fusion 
to, be obtained in joining together all kinds of iron and steel 
parts, including special alloy steels, are now available for 
use With either the gas blow pipe or electric are respectively, 
It is perhaps unnecessary to point out. the scope offered by 
electric are welding for the carrying out of repairs of all 
descriptions, and the repair work undertaken at the A. W. P. 
Works for, amongst others, the L.C.C. tramways, London 
General Omnibus Co., and the Midland Railway, is of extreme 
interest both from the point of view of the success attained 
and the nature of the repairs carried out. 

During the war period it was established. that the electric 
are Welding process was sound and adequate by virtue of the 
experience obtained in the assembling of mines, bombs, tanks, 
and: other unmmitions, besides the construction of seagoing 
craft entirely built by this means. This fact was further 
demonstrated by this method of construction having been 
approved by the Adiniraity and Lloyd's Register of Shipping 
after extensive investigations and trial. Further, tbe Jengthy 
recommendations that accompany the annual report by Mr. 
G. Scott Ram, H.M. Electrical Inspector of Factories, indicate 
. the importance attached to electric welding as a recognised 
manufacturing method with considerable fnture possibilities. 

The flux-covered electrode was not | | 
in the past appreciated to the extent 
it deserved, mainly because tlie cor- 
rect method of application was not 
understood, and insufficient attention 
was given to the selection and prepara- 
tion of the welding material. As a result 
of the investigations carried out by Mr. 
E. H. Jones, very satisfactory results 
have been achieved. The 7 A. W. P.“ 

electrode, provided with an extruded 
— flux coating of variable constituents, em- | 
ployed to weld inild-steel plates and 

cast iron, may be manipulated by an | 


ordinary craftsman at greater speed. than 

was previously considered possible, and 

in addition, the resultant welded joints | 
possess maximum tensile strength, whilst 

the work easily withstands bending, ìm- 

pact, and fatigue strains. This achieve- 

ment is due to the fact that with these 
electrodes metal deposited їп the weld 

can be varied to suit the materials to be li. 
joined together, and provides a sound 

jointure without special skill being re- T"-— 
quired on the part ol the operator, which has hitherto wen 
the main factor in successful welding practice. Moreover, 
With composite electrodes, the rare metals composing the 
alloy to be deposited are kept apart until actual fusion in 
the arc; this point is of first unportance, as it 1s found. that 
it is only possible by this means to deposit high-speed, nickel, 
manganese, and other special alloy steels which cannot be 
otherwise treated. By depositing metal slightly superior in 
quality to the parent metal, the latter is strengthened by ab- 
sorbing some of the superiority of the deposited metal. In 
the past the parent inetal adjacent to the weld was often 
weakened by the reverse action being allowed to take place. 

A feature of A. W. I'.“ electrodes is that in all cases they 
are given a coating of nickel, which is. claimed to give 
superior results in that it obviates oxidisation. This coating 
varies from J to 10 per cent., according to the composition ol 
the electrode, the average being about 4 per cent. of the total 
weight of the electrode. A very. successful method of elec- 
trolytically coating electrodes has been adopted at the com- 
pany's works, and it is claimed that as much as 4 per cent. 
of the weight of the article being coated can be deposited 
per hour. The deposit is of a high quality, and will not 
crack on repeated bending. 

As representing a portion of the work that can be satis- 
factorily dealt with by this means an entirely new application 
of the arc process has been opened up in the toolanaking 
industry. The method of depositing a tip of high-speed cutting 
steel direct froin an electrode on to imild-steel shanks has been 
improved and simplified, and its general adoption in the 
making and retipping of tools, drills, picks, &c., is only a 
matter of time. It is probable that in the shipbuilding and 
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repairing industries are welding will find its biggest individual 
application. English railway systems have recently begun 
tu realise the value of such a process in their constructional 
and repair shops, while on tramway and light railway systems 
are welding has already obtained a firm- footing for the 
repair of rolling stock and general upkeep of permanent wa 
In steel tank and barrel manufacture, the process is especial 
applicable owing to its economy und property of. watertight. 
ness, while in structural and reinforced concrete work, ad. 
vantages equal to those realised in shipyards are found in its 
application. 

The etlicient repair of cast iron is a matter that looms large 
before every engineer, and jt is iinpossible to treat it as any- 
thing but а separate application. An electrode is now manu- 
factured which, it is claimed, actually produces molten cast 
iron of the first quality, and the repairs already carried out 
confirm its future. | 

The self-contained, portable, or semi-portable ae desired. 
welding plant supplied by the A. W. P.“ Co. consists in one 
case of a special Premier generator direct coupled to а 9-H. l. 
Gardner internal combustion engine complete with radiator. 
fan, fuel tank, &c., mounted on a girder bedplate, and all the 
necessary switchgear mounted on a slate panel as shown in 
fig. J. In the other case it consists of a 1notor and generator 
direct coupled and mounted on a steel girder bedplate with 
the necessary switchboards for connection to a supply circuit. 

For use on А.С. circuits transformer plant, as shown in 
fig. 2, has been developed; several of these sets were seen 
in operation at the time of our visit to the works, as were 
also adjustable reactance coils for connection. to a.e. ciretits 
of from 70 to 110 volts, the current at the are being varied 
by altering the plug and socket connections. Where a % to 
110-volt p.c. supply is available it is only necessary to connect 
up an adjustable resistance for each operator. 

An exhaustive series of tests was recently carried ош for 
Lloyd's Register of Shipping, who have since certified ap- 
proval of A. W. P.“ electrodes for use in ship repair and 
construction as outlined in Lloyd's Regulations for the appli- 
cation of electric are welding to ship construction, These 


У A. C. WELDING 
TRANSFORMER. 


PLANT. ia. 


welds were made with alternating current with transformer 
welding plant of the standard type shown in fig. 2. In the 
tensile tests the welds were neither hammered nor swaged 
during or after welding, and the average result of the twelve 
tensile pieces tested reached the high figure of 37.3 tons 
per sq. in. E 

In eight cases out of ten the original plate broke without 
the weld giving way, and the actual strength of the weld 
the weld metal withstood an average stress of 28.8 tons per 
was shown better in the modulus of elasticity tests, where 
sq. in. before fracturing. A feature of the tensile tests was 
the high elongation shown in the welded samples; the final 
extension in 8 in. on eight welded pieces was 18.4 per cent., 
NAE compares favourably with 95 to 30 per cent. for mil 
steel. 

Modulus of elasticity tests were carried out on test bars 
composed entirely of deposited electrode metal. The average 
result of 19,000 tons per sq. in. can be compared with wrought 
iron at 12,500 and mild steel at 13,500. The ultimate breaking 
stress of 29 tons per sq. in. and the elongation of 13 per cent. 
in 8 in. should be noted. Impact tests showed the ability 
of welds to withstand severe shock without sign of failure. 

Alternating stress tests determjned that an unwelded turned 
steel bar would withstand a large number of alternations 
(5,000,000 and over) when the stress varied from + 10) tons 
рег sq. in. to — 10% tons per sq. in. T 

The importance of chemical analysis of welds is sometimes 
overlooked by users of electrodes. The analysis showed that 
the deposited metal from an “ A. W. P.“ electrode contame 
106 per cent. carbon and .48 per cent. manganese, both ap- 
proximately correct for the formation of mild stecl, while the 
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embrittling and harmful elements of silicon, phosphorus, and 
sulphur were kept well below dangerous: proportions, and in 
the case of silicon. and phosphorus (both elements which 
lower the tenacity of steel) very considerably reduced when 
compared with the original plates. These figures refer to 
standard electrodes and not to special alloy electrodes, with 
which practically any desired chemical domiposition. can, it is 
claimed, be obtained. The series of micrographs made in 
conjunction. with these tests were sufficient to show the sood 
fusion between weld and plate and absence of heat effect 
upon the plate adjacent to the weld. Two series of these tests 
were carried out, namely, with a.c. 50 cycles at SO volts, and 
with D.C. at 60 volts. 

In addition to the above, tensile and bending tests were 
carried out at the National Physical Laboratory, Teddington, 
with a.c. 50 cycles, 80 volts, on test pieces prepared according 
to the British Engineering Standards Association, and welded 
by the electric are process with old type and A. W. P.“ 
standard electrodes. Finally, trials have been carried out 
by the Admiralty at Portsmouth dockyard with p.c. at 60 
volts, reversed polarity being employed throughout for all 
positions of work. The trials were carried out by a dockyard 
operator with no previous special skill in the manipulation 
of the firm’s electrodes. 

In conclusion, we have to thank Mr. J. Caldwell, Mr. 
Н. B. Sayers, and Mr. E. H. Jones for the courteous manner 
in which we were received at the tinte of our visit. 
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CHANGING LIVE LINE INSULATORS. 


Scppes insulator failures on a B-mile. 22,000: volt, overhead 
transmission line five years. old caused a central station in 
northern Pennsvivamia, I. S. X., to adopt a novel method of 
dealing with the trouble. The line runs through hilly country 
which is noted for its frequent and violent lightning storins. 
Steps had to be taken to avert serious trouble without inter- 
гирип the service. According to the Electrical World, in- 
stead of waiting for insulator failures to manifest themselves, 
a picked line gang was instructed in detecting bad insulators 
on a live line and in changing Шеш. The men travelled from 
one end of the line to the other, stopping at each pole. If 
a buzzing sound was heard the insulator was defective and 
changed. Before climbing any pole, to be assured of safety 
it was tested with a telephone receiver to determine the 
ainount of leakage current to earth, and the potential drop 
was measured every 6 ft. At night the men camped in a 
tent wherever they happened to be, and regular inspection 
was thereby assured. Changing insulaturs was accomplished 
by means of Cronin tools mounted on poles, as shown ш 
fig. 1. Tool ais used for tying the conductor to the insulator 
when the latter is equipped with a tie wire made of two pieces 
of wire, the same size as the line conductor. and attached 
to the pin insulator before it is mounted on the cross arm. 
The tie wire E is seen arranged on the insulator so that it 
will not he a menace, and also r iu position to be tied to 
the conductor. The two hooks on the tving wrench A make 


Fic, 1.—Toots EurLOVYED IN CHAN GING LIVE DINE INSULATORS. 


it easy to tie the conductor firmly to the insulator in a few 
minutes. When an ordinary tie wire is employed. the untying 
wrench п is used. The tie wire can be gripped in the claw 
of this tool no matter how tightly it js clinched. After the 
conductor is set free it can be lifted from the insulator by 
means of tool c, and held away while the latter 18 changed. 
When an insulator is defective and new ones are not avail- 
able, the cleaning tool р can be fastened to the conductor 
and clamped to the pole; it consists of an insulator mounted 
on а pole, and is used as an insulator їп an emergency. 
Then cross arms need replacing, or when it is desired to 
hoe all the insulators at the same time, the strong man 
"in on the right-hand side of fig. 1 is used. The use of 
this frame allows the raising of the wires above the top of 


| ot 


the pole by means of а rope and pulley. On handling the 
insulators the tie wires are bent as shown at h to avoid acci- 
dental contact with the live conductors. After the insulator 
is placed on the cross arm the tie wire is bent down ready 
for tying, as shown at vr. Two men work on the pole at 
once, and one remains on the ground. The process can be. 
accomplished with ease in less than half an hour, and when: 
used to the work the men show no fatigue. 


THE PHYSICAL SOCIETY'S EXHIBITION. 


(Concluded from раџс 138.) 


Messrs. II. "TiNstEY & Co. had a large and varied collection 
of apparatus on view. Their thermo-electric potentiometer 
(the manufacture of which was undertaken specially for the 
National Physical Laboratory) is the first of its kind made in 
England. Tt consists essentially of a divided circuit, the 
potential being obtained from two points in each arm of the 
circuit. Fig. 16 shows the theoretical diagram. Thie potentio- 


lr. 15.— THe RMO-KLECTRIG. COMPENSATING POTENTIOMETER. 


meter current is kept at a standard value in the usual manner 
by equating the drop across a resistance to a standard cell. 
The current entering at the point A divides the resistance of 
the two branches, being so arranged that the current in the 
right-hand arm is 1/10 that m the left. This proportion 1s 
always maintained for any position of the switches by means 
of the compensating coils which are put m circuit as others 
are cut out. The top and bottom sets of coils are intercon- 
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biG. I6.— DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS 


nected so that the top contact moves to the right while the 
bottom moves to the left. Similarly, the same total resistance 
is maintained, when either the right or left-hand decades are 
moved, as will be seen fron fig. 16. 

Any thermo E.M.F. which may occur due to the motion of 
the switeh is rendered neguyible by this arrangement of 
divided circuit. If an bar. occurs upon the moving of the 
switch on the first dial, the thermo E.M t. Will become added 
to the battery EMF. of about 2 v.. and 15 therefore negligible. 
If the thermo E.M.F. occurs n moving the switch of the second 
or third dial, it will act in a divided circuit. one side of which 
will be added to, while the other is subtracted from the main 
F. M. F., the resultant alteration being negligible, never exceed 
ing 1.3 per cent of the value of the thermo E.-M. F., which 
would not itself exceed one microvelt. Moving the switches 
when the instrument is set up gives no deflection of the 
calvanometer such as usually occurs. | 
A double Kelvin bridge was shown реда constructed 
to provide, а -clf-contained instrument for low-resistanve mea- 
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surements. Four standard resistances are contained in the 
instrument, 1 ohm, 0.1 ohm, and 0.001 ohm. Ву use of the 
ratios, measurements can be made to five figures of all values 
of resistance from 1,000 ohms to 0.001 ohm. ‘Terminals are 
provided for measuring against independent standards if re- 
uired. 

Š Another feature of the exhibit was Gall & Tinsley's artificial 
track-circuit, specially designed for research upon the pro- 
blems of the track circuit. It brings into the laboratory a 
two-mile section of line in every condition of construction, 
maintenance, and weather, and where, moreover, the extre- 
mities are within a few inches of each other, allowing the same 
instruments to be used for measurement at and between 
opposite ends, and the behaviour of apparatus at each end 
to be observed simultaneously. It is made suitable for either 
A.C. Or D.C. circuits, the former type serving for both, but the 
latter of a more simple form and suited only for p.c. The 
research type is provided with four dials which may be set 
to represent any condition of ballast resistance and rail im- 
pedance between 1 and 100 ohins of the former and 0 and 2 
ohms resistance or 0 and 2 ohms reactance of the latter. The 
dials give the values of rail resistance in ohms, the rail react- 
ance in ohms at some fixed frequency, and the value of the 
ballast resistance in ohms. ‘The instrument is designed for 
a normal current at the relay end of 5 amperes, and the re- 
actances are adjusted at this figure. Аз is the case with the 
track circuit itself, the reactance of the rails varies with the 
current, and a correction for various values of current is 
given with each instrument. The instrument represents the 
electrical conditions obtaining in any section of the line, 
having a rail impedance as given by the setting of the dials, 
between which is a ballast of the resistance given by the 
dial so named. "The convenience of this piece of apparatus for 
the testing of track—transformers, relays, regulating resist- 
ances, &c., under actual conditions— will be appreciated by all 
who have attempted to carry out such tests upon the per- 
manent way itself, where the conditions are not under control, 
and have first to be determined before the values of rail- 
impedance and ballast resistance are known, and further 
where only one condition of these can be had at once, or 
worse, a condition so continuously changing over a small 
range as often to destroy the value of the tests made. On 
the site tests usually have to be made at night to avoid con- 
tinual interruption by traffic, and in the worst weather, to 
get the most unfavourable conditions. Tests of the track- 
circuit constants can also be made with great facility by using 
the artificial track circuit in balance against the actual track- 
circuit and adjusting the dials until the artificial electrically 
balances the real track-circuit. 

The standardisation of low-resistance shunts has been made 
a speciality by the company. Two sizes of the Drysdale- 
Tinsley non-inductive type were shown, together with their 
temperature-resistance curves. 

A new pattern of potentiometer that was shown has been 
developed to give the same range as Tinsley’s universal 
potentiometer, but without using a slide wire. This instru- 
ment 1s provided with three dials, the first reading (when 
using a 2-volt accumulator) . volt per stud, the second .001 
volt per stud, and the third .00001 volt per stud. The second 
dial is the“ Vernier " dial, it being shunted across any two 
studs of the first dial according to the position of that index. 
^ ratio plug allows the potentiometer to be used to read up to 
IS volts or down to one microvolt. 

Another item was a new variable self and mutual inductor, 
with a range from 6 to 159 millihenries -elf-inductance and 
О to 34 millihenries mutual inductance. А 

Mr. Н. W. Suave had an interesting exhibit of non- 
reactive resistance boxes, slide wires, &c., standard air- 
condensers, both fixed and adjustable, galvanometers of labora- 
tory and marine types, and wireless telegraph apparatus. 
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Fig. 17.—SULLI AN UNIVERSAL AIR CONDENSER. 


Fig. 17 shows an air condenser contamina three units. to 
fixed and one continuously variable, with switche para 
leding them, and a rotating head, | 
1,000 micro-mfd. continuously, 


w s tor paral- 
giving a range from 0 to 
wth very fine adjustment. 


Another condenser is fitted with a specially long scale, extend- 
ing to 320 deg. 

A thermionic valve oscillator for generating high-frequency 
currents is illustrated in fig. 18; it contains everything except a 
condenser by means of which the pitch of the note can be 
adjusted, and the 900-yolt battery and filament battery. This 
set is specially suitable for А.С. bridge testing, as steady fre- 
quencies from 300 to several thousand cycles per second can 
be obtained, with an approximately pure sine wave. A three- 
valve amplifying receiver was shown in conjunction with the 
Edison Swan Electrice Co., Ltd.. in operation. This set, 


which is suitable for spark 


illustrated in fig. 19, is 


U 


Mic. 18. THERMIONIC VALVE OSCILLATOR. 


F id. 19. 


-AMPLIFYING RECEIVER. 


reception, over a range of wave lengths from 200 to 4,000 m., 
which сап be extended by means of inductance. This set is 
self-contained, only the telephones and batteries being ex- 
ternal to it. The valves act as radio-frequency amplifiers as 
well as detectors, and are reactance-capacity coupled, this 
being superior to the resistance-capacity method of coupling, 
particularly on the shorter wave-lengths. 

The WESTINGHOUSE CoorER Hewitt Co., LTp., showed a 
quartz mercury vapour medical lamp for the production of 
ultra-violet rays, mounted in a spherical housing of burnished 
aluminium which was specially designed to facilitate the 
use of the lamp, and to maintain the necessary conditions of 
operation. Other apparatus was exhibited, for examining 
X-ray photographs, rifle barrels, &c. 

Mr. W. Н. HARLING and Messrs. Henny HUGHES & Sow, 
lirb., showed drawing instruments of new types, generally 
following the lines of the Continental instruments of pre-war 
dass. The British instruments were unexcelled in quality, 
but were not suitable for machine production; the new 
designs, which were got out to meet the needs of 
the Ministrv of Munitions during the war, while re- 
taining many ef the high-class features of the Btish in- 
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struments, are of standardised pattern suitable for manufac- 
ture with accurate repetition machinery, and can be turned 


out in great quantities, while they have the advantage that 


each part is easily replaceable. The machine production of 


these instruments is а new industry in this country, which . 


if adequately supported will be captured froin the Germans. 

Messrs. Marcont’s WIkELESS TELEGRAPH Co., Lro., lad an 
interesting exhibit of measuring instruments—including a 
new form of hot-wire instrument specially suitable for the 
measurement of high-frequency currents—a compact direc- 
tion-finder of the marine pattern, Fleming and Round valves, 
and an amplifying detector suitable for the reception of con- 
tinuous-wave or spark signals, with a range of wave-length 
from 500 to 3,000 m., and for use in connection with the 
operation of recording devices. The hot-wire ammeter was 
provided with a method of zero adjustment which did not 
affect the calibration, and was fitted with a transformer in 
which the secondary was independent of the primary aerial 
circuit, so that an injury to the instrument had no effect 
on the aerial circuit. | 


NEW ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES. 


Tre recent extension of an additional 217 miles on the 
Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railway, that is now elec- 
tritied from Seattle on East, makes an interesting addition 
to the electrification of this noteworthy railroad. For the 
past two years 440 miles of this railway have been electrified 
over the Rocky Mountain passes, thus the new addition 
makes available over 650 miles, and by next spring it is 
estimated that over 800 miles in all will be in operation. 
According to the General Electric Review, as a result 
of its unqualified success, the same system will now 
be used to meet the severe grades and snow conditions of 
the Cascade range. The motive power consists of 42 locomo- 
tives for freight and passenger service and four switchers. 
Of this original equipment,“ the freight and passenger loco- 
motives. differed only in the gear ratios. The five new 
locomotives being constructed by the General Electric Co. 
for operating the heavy main-line transcontinental passenger 
trains on the section Seattle-Tacoma-Othello are entirely 
different in design, built distinctively for passenger service, 
and possess some very interesting mechanical and electrical 
features. The section is 200 miles long, and includes a stretch 
of 17 miles of 2.2 per cent. grade and another, 19 miles long. 
of 1.7 per cent.; it is worked at 3,000 volts D.c., and regenera- 
tive braking 18 employed. 

Designed to haul, unassisted. 12-coach passenger trains 
weighing 960 tons against a 2 per cent. grade at 25 M.P.H.. 
the new locomotives are of the gearless type. with bi-polar 
motors, the motor armatures being mounted directly on the 
drwing axles. Each locomotive weighs 265 tons, 229 tons 
heing on the drivers. Of the 14 axles, twelve are driving and 
two are guiding. The weight of the armature and wheels 
i« the only deadweight on the track. and this is approximately 
0.34! Ib. per axle. The total weight on drivers (458.000 Ih.) 
is SO per cent. of the weight of the locomotive. and is dis- 
tributed 38,166 Ib. on cach axle. The total length inside 
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Fic. 1.—A New G.E.C. 3,240-н.р. ELECTRIC PASSENGER 
LocoMoTIvE. 


knuckles is 76 ft., and the length over cab, 68 ft. The driv- 
ing wheels are 44 in. in diameter; the leading and trailing 
wheels 36 in. in diameter; the total wheel-base is 67 ft. 
Curved-tup cabs at each end of the locomotive contain. the 
30 volt contactors and grid resisters. In опе of these cabs 
there is also located > 3.000-volt p.c. air- compressor and 
storage battery; in the other a small motor- generator set 
ог operating the contactors and for train lighting) and the 
1gh-speed circuit breaker. Two operating cabs are provided. 
and situated between them is a cab occupied by an oil-fired 
steam boiler and accessories for heating passenger trains. 
А shdmg pantograph is mounted оп top of each of the two 
Operating cabs. These pantographs have two sliding contacts, 
oving a total of four points per slider with the double trolley. 
* second pantograph is held in reserve as a spare. 


* Exec. Rev., June Ast, July 12th and 19th, 1918. 


Speeds of 65 м.р.н. were uftained during the tests of one 
of these locomotives, fig. 1, on the G.E.C. testing track at 


Erie. The tests have been described as the most magnifi- 


cent exhibition of electricity applied to railroads ever seen." 
A feature was a tug of war between the electric and two 
powerful modern steam engines as used on the New York 
Central Railway for hauling the big limited trains. The three 
locomotives were securely coupled together, and the danger 
of pulling out. the draw bars was avoided by making them 
push against each other in different directions. The steam 
engines got under way and pushed the electric ahead of 
then: along a straight track; then energy was gradually 
switched on to the electric while the throttles of the steam 
engines were opened fully. To the surprise of the spectators 
the steam engines were seen to slowly but surely lose momen- 
tum, and finally come to a complete stop, still with their 
throttles wide open. Next they were forced backwards, and 
as the electric developed its full power the procession became 
almost a rout. 

Hardly second in interest to the above performance, was 
the exhibition of the regenerative powers of the electric 
locomotive. To reproduce the same conditions as those which 
exist when the engine is coasting with a full load of cara 
behind it. two steam locomotives were coupled on behind 
the electric and pushed it along the track at a good speed. 
The regenerative system was then put in action, and the 
speed was seen to noticeably decrease, and before the trial 
ended the two steam engines had as much as thev could 
do to make headway under full steam. At times during this 
test instruments showed that as much as 2,000 Kw. was being 
returned by the locoinotive through the sub-station. 


KARL VON SIEMENS ON THE SITUATION. 


A VERY despondent view of the situation in Germany is entertained 
by Herr Karl F. von Siemens, chairman of the Siemens & Halske 
Co., Berlin. Addressing the shareholders at the recent annual 
meeting, he is reported to have stated that the path upon which 
German economic life is moving is leading to conditions which are 
becoming worse and worse and more difficult. The turnover of 
industry in money is in course of constant increase, not owing to 
greater production, but to the depreciation of the currency. For 
the present, and as а consequence of the great German famine in 
yoods as well as that of the whole world, it is possible for many 
industries to cover the increased working expenses, notwithstand- 
ing the reduced output. It is, however, noticeable in many 
branches that there is a limit beyond which it is impossible to 
think of satisfying the demand. because the working expenses can- 
not be recouped ; and in the case of many transport undertakings, 
it has already been shown that increases in the fares do not produce 
any additional receipts on account of the reduction in the traffic. 
Similarly, manufactures are possibly available. but the consumere 
who have to pay the purchase prices are too few, and the output 
must. therefore, undergo a further decline, as the costs of production 
are still growing. The course of the economic machine should not 
be allowed to proceed without regulation, but it should be entrusted 
to the care of experienced men. : 

The chairman, proceeding to discuss the economic life of the 
country, stated that it is too frequently asserted that this is 
dependent upon other countries, and that the Germans will soon 
come into swing again if they can again obtain the necessary 
raw materials from abroad. In his opinion this argument may bo 
correct in rogard to one or two industries, but it is not the 
case with many of them, and in these instances the decline is just 
as great as in those which need foreign materials. The principal 
thing lacking is coal, not because the Gérmans have lost too much 
coal. or have to make deliveries to their late enemies, but because 
an insufficient quantity of coal is produced as compared with 
former peace times, and cannot be distributed among consumers. 
Under these circumstances the recovery of industry in the first 
place is a question of coal, and iron, and steel, and the Siemens 
and Halske Co. suffers the most from these causes. A lack of 
foreign raw materials does not exist for the time being, but there 
ig & great scarcity of semi-finished German and foreign materials. 
There is very little the company can do to co-operate in remedying 
the evil ав the company belongs to the manufacturing industry 
which can do nothing with purely raw materials, but must 
receive them from other industries in a semi-finished condition. 

Coming to consider the labour question, the chairman remarked 
that as contrasted with former perioda, the many strikes at present 
imply & complete loss of the production, as it is impossible to 
recover the lost output owing to the veto on the working of over- 
time, and the indisposition to work etliciently. The introduction 
of politics in the labour relationship has not only brought about a 
reduction in the efficiency of the workmen and employers. but the 
capacity of the managers and leading officials has also fallen to a 
minimum, as their time is constantly oocupied with negotiations 
within and without the works. so that there is ро possibility of 
their activity being concentrated on their particular departments, 
The sudden introduction of wages agreementa which have required 
years for development in other industries, and which exhibit many 
defects owing to the shortness of the time and the lack of experi- 
ence, has put many workmen out of tune and considerably 
prejudiced the desire to work on the part of those aspiring elementa 
upon whom alone progress rests. The reputation of the German 
engineering industry, said Herr von Siemens, is based upon the 
quality of its work. which stands unequalled: and besides the 
intellectual work, it has been built up chiefly by the superiority of 
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the German special workmen. If, however, aptitude and ability 
no longer find their due reward, every incentive is undermined, 
and the quality of the work suffers, and Germany will therewith 
lose an important factor for her reconstruction. The speaker then 
referred to the coming into operation of the Works Councils Law, 
which, it is feared, will be used by the dominating radical element 
for the purpose of producing further disturbance in industry. 

Herr von Siemens, in conclusion, confirmed the report that the 
company has associated itself with the A.E.G. and the Osram works 
in the amalgamation of the glow-lamp works, believing that this 
branch will be strengthened by joining the combination. It is 
hoped by means of an interchange of experience and the ayste- 
matic division of the production to improve the quality of the 
lampe and reduce the costs of manufacturing, in order to facilitate 
the trade contest with foreign competitors. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) i 


i : dy for this journal by Mbssks. SEFION-JONES, OD. AND 
шк ES у уе о W. Р. Thompson & Co., of London), Chartered 
latent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. I. 


1.612. Electric fux." H. J. Dr wt Ys January Inh. f | | 
1.27. Circuits of ignition systems of internal-combustion: engines, II. 

5. CONNER and C. €. l'uckrrir,. January ih. | | 
1,64. Electrically-heated apparatus." R. K. lienky. Jemeni luth. 
1.60. Elctrically-operated:— pumps." MEKRYWEAIHER. & Sows and J. И. 


OsboRNE. January 19th. | | " 
1.650. Electric devices," rien HMO -en ste Co. (General Elec- 


tric Co., U.S. X.). January Ehh. 

1.668. '' Magnetic controlled pendulum’? W. А. PACKER. January Deh, 

1.670. Commutators.“ A. B. Buestey. January Ih. | | 

1.686. Magnets of rotating wheel type dor sparking coils of internal 
combustion engines" Бочи. Ant. Ges. R. January ИМ, (Germans, No 
vember эм, 1918.) | | 

1. NT. Ignition apparatus for internal-econtbustion engines. 
Gis. R. January 19h. (Germany, March 15th, 1919.) 

1.714. Magneto.” J. II. locus KE. January 19th. (France, June 28th, 


epic 
1517. Electric welding, brazing and soldering machines, Kc.“ W. ]. 
RrapkrT. January 20th. 

1,763. “ Protective arrangements for clectcic distribution systems.“ A. 
REVNOLLE & Co. (J. €. van Staveren). January 20th. 

1.768. ''Electrically -propelled vehicle.” J. II. Hansen. January 20th, 


Boscu Акт. 


1,810. “ Rotary — electric transforming apparatus.“ Birnen o— “Fiomson- 
Носѕтом Co. (General Electric Co., U. S. X.). January 20th. 
1.83. "Electric switches.” I.. Moser, January 20th. (France, April 


19th, 1919.) 

1,830. * Sparking plugs" K. F. IIA. January Anh. 

1,840. “Electric induction furnaces.” COMPAGNIE Еклхемхь DES. Mrraun,. 
January 20th. (France, February Tib, 1919.) 

1,843. * Battery ignition for internal- mbit ien engines.” Вохсн Ant. 
Ges. R. January 20th. (Germany, November 25th, 191K.) 

1.44. “ Electric lighting of automobiles.” Bosen Anr. Ges R. January 


20th. : | 
РАТ. 5 Wireless telegraphy and. telephony M'. II. Кес» and J. H. 


Vincent. January 2st. 

ENS Devise for testing sparking plugs J. R. TUCKER. January 21м, 

1.873. Electric Witches.“ J. B. IcH. January 21st. 

1.880. Electric heater and disinf tor for beds." II. C. Mrver. January 
21st. | 

І.К. Кесе burglar alarm." T. Frases. January 213. 

1. Cz. Electric bond lanps." II. J. Dis u. January Zlst. 

1913. “Sparking plugs." J. E. Bakkows. January “ist. 

1.959. ** Electricity motor meters," J. Harris. January 2lst. 

1.966. “Electric switches.” I.. Moste. January 21st. 

1,973. “ Controllers for electric railways operated by high-voltage direct 
current.” Акт. Ges. Brows, Bovert Er С. January Шым. (Switzerland, 
January 21st, 1919.) 

1.978. Projector for glow in.“ 
Germany, Мау Ihh, 1919.) 

TOR}. *'* klectrolvtic production of magnesium from anlisdrous. magnesium 
chloride." E. A. Ахискокг. January Zl«t. 

1,52. "Spark plugs" J. O. Brook. fannary Zh (United States, March 
9th, 1916.) 

2005, '' Wireless telegraphy receivers "Н. P. Rees. January ДЇМ, 

2,024. “Sparking plugs." G. Н. Barkactoven. January 22nd, 

2,029. Mouthpieces for telephone. transmitters,’ 6, A. bases. January 
22nd. 

2031. “ Apparatus for grinding electri commutators or distributors" F. 
BOL IOS January 22nd. 


Bosen Акт. Ges, R. January 21st. 


2.06 4. Eletroanagnene waye srenalling.” [ Hornsewokin. January 
Prd | 
2 

2.0% . U Spark plugs. К. BM vnMasNN. January 22nd. 

2. ( . FPranslormers;" G. I. . SRI. January 22nd. 

2.081. Eleetro-magnetie switches.” Brins  TuRossos-HOUSION Co. 
(General Electric Co., t. S. X.). January 22nd. 

2,118. Regulating deviees for thermostats.” J. E. Gee. January 22nd. 

2.130, Clips for holding tubular electrical conduits." J. DocoetTt. Janu- 
ary 23ed. 

2.133. '* Automatic. telephone systems.” AvTOMATIO TELEPHONE MANUFAC- 
TURING Co, and Jo Sawin. January 23rd. 

2. 15. “ Ede trical machinery S. uro. January 21. 

Zio Ignite el o mtenabeombu-tion engin s dE uestis Ens Sesso, 
Lro. andi b I [номох January 247. 


2.1868. Dynameelectric machines" М. Баке ind StEMESS Broo. 
Dynamo Works. January 237d. 


9,204. “ Antiseptic telephone mouthpiece.” D. LUZENRURG. January 23rd. 


WOW) U bbetrical ee ist ibn, potentiometers, &e k. W. Karen Janu- 
ary МӘ, 


2.257. Transmitters for electrica! signalling systems.“ W. H. CHATTER, 
January 23th. 


i “ А И 9 ' М 
2.302. Automatic. switches for. den unos.“ II. Lucas and H. N. Urov- 
Warr. January 24th. E 


4 Ua. A . . ve D $ 
2. % 6. А trodes for eh ис эг М ing, Diorun Акс Мил» Lo. 
and Н. Df. Januars ДИП. { К 


aci. * fae 2# ^ - + 


2,304. “ Electrical transference of designs in textile arts." E. C. R. 
Marks (Oesterreichische Siemens-Schuckart Werke and Regal-Patente Ges.,. 
January 24th. 

2,327. '' Apparatus for electric heating of hot-bulb engines.“ G. B. Petter 
and Perters, I. rb. January 24th. 

2.338, "Electric valves or tubes for wireless. telegraphy and telephony." 


'H. M. Amey, G. B. Bryan, C. L. Fortescue, and A. К. NMackokik. Janu- 


ary J3rd. 
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PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses ап those under whieh) the spec thie ations will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1918. 

K. 2%. ais FOR DHE ELECTRICAL SEPARATION OF SUBSIAKCES IN SUSVEN- 
SION IN GASEBOUS. MEDIAS Soe. (alot et Cie. and Soe. Poussin, Rondeaus «t 
Cie. May 22nd, 1917. (116,104.) 

10,454. ELECTRODES FOR KFC TRO-OSMOTIC PROCESSES. Elektro-Osmose Akt. 
Ges. (Graf Schwerin Ges.) October 20th, 1917. (145,К16.) 

21,498. DANAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. E. J. Harman апа E. Le Bas. Dec ein- 
ber 21st, 1918. (137,089.) 

21.466. MEASUREMENT OF ALTERNATING FI ECTRIC. CURRENT POWER. S. Z. de 
Ferranti, С. Wall, and Ferranti, Lid. December 21st, 1918. (Cognate appli- 
cation 15, 447/19.)  (137,090.) . В 

21.667. WIRELESS TELEPHONE TRANSMITTERS. L. B. Tumer and R. Н. 
Wagner. December 24th, 1918. (137,098.) 

21.608. GENERATION. ӨК ELECTRICITY RY )HERMO-ELECTRIC. BATEBRIES, C. M. 
Walter, December doth, 1918. (137. 101.) 


118. i 

140. INTIKKUFTOKS FOR. USE IN кокетка . trios Sir. Davion Гирди 
ing Laboratories Co. January 2nd, 1918. (122.185) 

1. mi.  SUSERNDING. CONDUCTOR WIRKEN. ON ELECTRIC. RAILWAYS AND THE DIKE. 
F. W. Fawdiv and P. Dawson. January Arth. 1919. (87,123) 

2. HA. CONTROL OF IHE IGNITION OF INTERN MKK STION. ENGINES, Homber, 
hed, and J. A. Cole. February 6th, 1919. (137,142) 

. 137. STARTING AND SUNCHROSISING OR SYNCHRONOUS DANAMO-ELECTRIC. MM 
anses. R. E. Grime and Mather & Phat. February Rih, 1919. (037,144) 

3,476. ELECTRO-MAGNETIC IWS. British 4M. Eriksson Manufacturing 
Co... N. Blades and A. E. Sutherland. February E31h,. 119. (137,147) 

3.6902, ELECTRO-MAGNETIC STEU-BY-STEP— SIGN II iN. AND SYNCHRONOUS ROTS 
тюм. C. I.. Walker. February 14th, 1919. (137.150.) 

4.101. MrTHOD OF LOCKING ELECTRIC LAMUS IN. THEIR HOLDERS FOR USK WItt 
MAJOLICA FITTINGS AND HAE. LINE. J. II. Collie. February Ich, 1919. (137,1 

5.955. SrARKING. Pecos. I.. S. Clarke. March 1HHih,. 1919. (137,177) 


7.287. I, SIIIN DEVICES. FOR INIEKNAL-COMBLSTION ENGINES. F. C. M. 
Cesbron. March 22nd, 1918. (124,750.) 
SM Two, THREE, OK MULTIPLE PIN PLUGS, Naamlooze  Vennoots hap 


Fabriek van Instrumenten en Electrische Apparaten “ Inventum.““ April 4th, 
1918. (125, 077.) 

. 7% . WINDING OF INDUCTION. cos. F. Weatherall, April 7th, 1919. 
(137, 10.) 

12,319. ELECIKRICAL MEASURING INS IEC MENIS, A. W. Lishinan; May With, 
1919. (137,223.) 

15,054. SFCORET-CONTACT. COMBINATION REECTRIC. swirenes. E. W. Walsh and 
C. H. G. Kingsland. June 16th, 1919. (137,237) 

15.758. Erectric COOKING OR HEATING VESSELS AND AHA ч. C. H. I. auth. 
December. Zird, 1918. (Divided application on 21.57/18.) (137, 240.) 

15,759. ELECTRIC COOMNG OR. HEATING VESSELS. C. A. Lauth. December 
23rd, 1918. (Divided application on 21.547, K.) (147,241) 

18. 1.8. Lind LAUNDRY IRONS. A. E. Fitzgerald. Jul; 22st. 191. 
(147 249.) 

19,118. SraRk-FLUGS. A. II. Cressy. August Gth, 1919. (137254) 

19, U. ELECTRO-MAGNETIC STEE-BY-STEP AND LIKE MECHANISM, €. I.. Walker. 
February ih, 1919. (Divided application on. 3,692, 19.) (147, .) 


20,540. Rawote CONTROL ELECTRIC ъмаси. Р, Perot. August ом, 1919. 
(17, 261.) 


26,740. It. CI Kr SPARKING PLUGS. Etablissements de Dion-Bouton, Ма. 
Anon. December 12th, 1918. (136, B01.) 
). 207. THERMIC TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. Naamlooze Vennootschap de. Neder- 


landsche Thermo-Telephoon: Maatschappij December. 4th, 1918. (156,162) 


i! Electric Fire Engines.—In different parts of the world, 
notably Germany. and the U.S.A., electrically-propelled fire 
engines have been used to a considerable extent, while in 
London the I. C. C. Fire Brigade employs a total of 15 such 
vehicles, states Mr. F. Ayton, chairman of the Electric. Vehicle 
Committee of Great Britain. & repeat order for two turn- 
table - ladders mounted on ‘Tilung-Stevens  petrol-electric 
chassis Which have been in use for some time in the L.C.C. 
Fire. Brigade, has recently been received by the company. 
The ladder, which, when fully extended, measures 85 ft., 18 
operated electrically, power being obtained by simply con- 
necting the ladder motor to the chassis generator by means 
of a switch, the engine being kept running. The ladder can 
be used either as an escape or as à water tower. The Hanwell 
Council is considering the purchase of a Tilling-Stevens petrol- 
electric fire engine. 


Ships’ Lights.— The President of the Board of Trade 


has appointed a couinittec, under the chairmanship of Mr. 
Clifford €. Paterson, O. B. IE., to consider whether, in order 
to secure that ships’ lights shall comply with the requirements 
of the International Collision Regulations. it is desirable to 
lay down standards tor the hghts, or any parts of them. 
and, if so, to advise what those standards should be. and 
what is the best method of seenring compliance with them 
Mr J. W. T. Walch, cf the National Physical Laboratory, 
and Mr. A. S. Hoskin, of the Board of Trade, will act as joint 
secretaries to the committee. Any communication with се 
card to the matters to be considered bv the committee shouh! 
be addressed ta the secretary. Ships’ Lights Committee, Beard 
cf Trade, Great George Street, S. M. 1.—The Tinea. T 
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THE GERMANS AND INTERNATIONAL 
AGREEMENTS. 


As far as facilities for obtaining information on the subject 
have been at their disposal, the big German electrical firms 
have been closely following the developments in the 
electrical industry in the West during the past few months. 
Amalgamations of works in England, the establishment of 
communities of interests between companies in the United 
States and France, the formation of closer connections 
between English and French and Belgian firms, and the 
affiliation of interests between English and Dutch com- 
panies—these and other questions have aroused keen 
interest in leading circles in Germany, whose ruthless 
methods of warfare caused the termination of the former 
connection between а prominent American company and one 
of the big Teutonic works. Not only so, but this particular 
connection has now been transferred to France, whilst a 
former Dutch relationship has also been lost by Germany in 
favour of England. 

It almost seems as if the Germans are now asking, 
“ Where do we come in? Certajnly they desire to come in. 
At the annual meeting of the A. E. G., late in December, 
Dr. Rathenau informed the shareholders that it was known 
that efforts were being put forth in the Wes: to form large 
trusts, although the Germans, for the time being, were not 
in touch with the Western groups. The chairman added 
that **an opinion could not be formed as to whether a time 
would come when they would be able to co-operate with 
them”—the groups. Apart from somewhat vague reports 
which have been in circulation for some months past, 
the statement made by the chairman of the company in 
question, represents practically all the information conveyed 
officially from the works in that country concerning their 
wishes in relation to other countries. They neither reveal 
their plans for the home market nor disclose what they are 
seeking to obtain in other countries, although this reticence 
is perhaps only natural under the circumstances. As a 
consequence, it is necessary to rely either upon unofficial 
information or upon deductions from the course of events. 

As far as the German inland market is concerned, the 
fact may be recalled that even in pre-war periods the big 
German firms occasionally co-operated with each other in 
the case of transactions involving very considerable sums; 
whilst in other respects they competed with each other, at 
all events outwardly, until the publication of the details of 
the secret price agreement existing between them finally 
dispelled any illusions which may have prevailed on the 
question down to that time. Apart from the separation 
years ago of two heavy electrical engineering works from 
their original owners and their transfer to an independent 
company, and the taking up by one company of a large 
financial interest in another, no actual community of 
interests by means of an interchange of shares, has yet been 
established in the German electrical industry. As has been 
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shown in other branches in that country, no incentive existe 
in a period of highly satisfactory trade for an interchange 
of shares or a consolidation of various financial interests. 
But the conditions of the world have undergone a change, 
and necessity may force the hands of those firms who have 
hitherto desired to retain their independence and compel 
them to join together for self preservation. In this con- 
nection, a German newspaper reveals what is projected. 
It is stated, for instance, that there is no doubt that a great 
German electrical trust will be formed, sooner or later, for 
the purpose of warding off “hostile attacks, and 
strengthening the economic power of the industry in the 
home market. The recent consolidation of the glow lamp 
manufacturing branch is a precursor of coming events, and 
it would scarcely be surprising if the electrical industry 
were transformed into a great combination on the lines of 
the aniline dye trust, which was considerably extended 
just two months ago. 

If, then, it is correct to assume that the big firms intend 
to amalgamate in some form or other in the near future, 
the chief object in view will be to obtain sufficient strength 
to be able to present a united front in the case of com- 
petition in the markets of the world, in the event of its 
becoming impossible to conclude an understanding with 
groups of makers in other countries. As already shown, 
Dr. Rathenau was not very explicit at the recent meeting 
of the A.E.G. But the newspaper previously referred to is 
quite candid respecting the German intentions. It states 
that the plans entertained by the leading firms are first to 
complete the organisation of tlie home industry, and then to 
endeavour to form international agreements! If tbis effort 
should be successful, the newspaper remarks that an 
important service will be rendered to the national economy. 

It is quite impossible to understand the mentality of the 
Germans in thinking of the bare possibility of being able 
to establish working agreements with Allied countries. The 
mere suggestion is an admission, if not of weakness, at least 
of apprehensions as to the future of the German electrical 
industry. Let, then, the apprehensions have full play, for 
surely no electrical group could possibly work in harmony 
with those who provoked the great war, deluged the world 
with blood, and caused the sacrifice of many millions of 
lives, but who were sufficiently cunning to keep the horrors 
of warfare outside their own frontiers, at least, in the West. 
The Germans wish by-gones to be by-gones, but this is 
totally impossible—the Allies cannot forget the terrible 
results of the five years of war. 


FRoM the King's Speech at the 
opening of Parliament on Tuesday, we 
learn that the clauses authorising the 
formation of District Electricity Boards, and providing for 
the compulsory purchase of power stations and main 
transmission lines, which were dropped from the Electricity 
(Supply) Bill last session, are to be reintroduced, and will 


doubtless be backed by the full weight of the Government. 
The House of Commons has already passed these clauses, 
but the opponents—practically confined to the company 
interests—may safely be assumed to have improved the 
opportunity to develop their case avainst the Government 
proposals, and we may look for a lively contest in the 
Commons as well as in the Lords. We should have 
thought it preferable to appoint the Commissioners, and 
give them time to study the situation in the light of their 
existing powers, besides affording an opportunity to supply 
undertakers to take stock of their position, and to enter into 
co-operative schemes on the freest possible basis. But even 
now we have not learnt the names of the new Com- 
missioners, though we have reason to believe that some of 
them have been appoirtted. 

We are at a loss to understand the reason for the delay. 
Is it that it is so difficult to find first-class men equipped 
with *' practical, commercial, and scientific knowledge, and 
wide business experience, including that of electrical 
supply“? Or is it that such men are reluctant to divest 
themselves of all shares or other interest in supply under- 
takings ? Or, again, is the Ministry unable to afford the 
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market value of the men who possess the proper quali- 
fications ? The Ministerial actions so far have not 
presented any indication of “railway speed; indeed, they 
resemble nothing so much as those of a Government 
department." 

[Whilst going to press we have acquired some later 
information on this subject. See our “ Notes" pages. 

Returning to the promised Bill, the principal subject of 
contention will be the “standard price” clause; but 
whether the companies have much to gain by prolonging 
the agony is open to question. That they have just cause 
for complaint is undeniable; as pioneers many of them 
have borne the burden and heat of the day, without 
extracting much profit from the business, and they were 
hoping to reap a well-earned harvest during the last few 
years of their existence—assuming, of course, as one must, 
that their ultimate fate would be purchase by local authori- 
ties, as contemplated by the earlier Acts. Thev are 
undoubtedly entitled to some recompense for their efforts. 
On the other hand, during the declining years of their con- 
cessions, they would have been unable to raise capital, and 
indisposed to spend it (the latter days of the National 
Telephone Co. present a close parallel), and the public 
interests would unquestionably have suffered detriment 
from this cause, to avoid which, in many cases, the under- 
takings would probably have been purchased some years 
before the appointed day, at a higher price than their 
ultimate value. 

The new Bill will render them liable to purchase—and 
compulsory purchase—at a®still earlier date, and, conse- 
quently, the price ought in equity to be still higher also. 
That is what they have a right to expect under the terms 
settled by Parliament in 1888, and acted upon ever since. 

In point of fact, however, they are offered for their 
power stations and mains the capital expended less deprecia- 
tion—practically the“ then value that would have obtained 
if the war had not intervened, but less than half the present 
value under the actual conditions. No one, however biased, 
can pretend that this is fair. On the other hand, if they 
elect to dispose of the whole of their undertakings, including 
the distribution systems, as they are entitled to do under 
the Bill, to the District Boards, they will receive the whole 
of their expended capital without deduction for depreciation. 
This, while taking no account of goodwill, and to that 
extent unfair, at any rate constitutes a closer approximation 
to justice, the return being more than the price that would 
have been payable if the war had not happened, but less 
than the present value of the plant. It is up to the repre- 
sentatives of the company interests to endeavour to secure an 
improvement on these terms, and for that purpose to adopt 
more efficient tactics than those which permitted the 
Government to“ do them in the eye last session. 

Whether it is worth the while of the companies to try to 
defer the day of purchase is a debatable question. On 
Joint Electricity Authorities and District, Boards alike, their 
representatives will almost invariably be heavily outvoted, 
and it is a regrettable fact that municipal authorities, 
though less bitter towards companies than formerly, are 
still unwilling, with some exceptions, to co-operate with 
them cordially ; indeed, in a few areas their attitude is 
frankly hostile. Under these conditions, the companies 
may naturally conclude that life is not worth living, and 
prefer to take what they can get for their undertakings and 
clear out of the business. In that event we may, in a few 
years, see the whole of the electricity supply of this country 
concentrated in the hands of a small number of commanal 
public bodies. The alternative is to remain in the business 
and place their valuable experience at the service of the 
joint authorities. 


AN amusing feature of the dinner of 
the North-western Centre of the Institu- 
tion lest week was the friendly skirmish 
between the rival camps of London and Manchester. 
While the * London Centre " (as Manchester regards it) is 
in possession of headquarters, the N. W. Centre considers 
itself every bit as good, and a bit better. Facts is 
stubborn things," and the nine points held by London are 
not easily disposed of ; but the North-West clearly means 
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to secure a fair share in the government of the Institution, 
and has already a series of notable successes to its credit. 
Ав the President pointed out, the history and traditions of 
the Institution are rooted in London, but years ago the 
Northern Society of Electrical Engineers—the only rival 
society tuat the Institution has known in this country—was 
a strong and flourishing body, and although it was 
united with the larger society, it had—and in the 
person of the N.W. Centre, it has—traditions of its own; 
it looks upon London rather as an elder brother than as a 
parent, and, though it is sincerely loyal to the President 
and Council, it is determined to uphold ite right to a due 
share of responsibility and trust in connection with the 
Institution’s affairs, especially those which more particularly 
concern itself. The special points mentioned by Mr. 
Robertson were the desirability of printing some, at least, 
of the Students’ papers in a Students’ Journal, the 
neceseity of relaxing the regulations for the admission of 
candidates in order to prevent the exclusion of worthy 
men whose war service had interfered with their professional 
careers, and the claim of the Centre to deal with local 
applications for membership. 

Mr. Wordingham’s suggestion that the chairman and 


vice-chairman of the new Liverpool Sub-centre should be - 


on the Committee of the Centre, just as the chairman and 
past-chairman of the Centre sit on the Council, calls to 
mind his remark at a recent meeting that the multiplica- 
tion of new Centres was impossible, because the chairmen 
and past-chairmen would swamp the elected members on 
the Council. This argument seems a rather leaky one. 
Why should they not? An elected member may be chosen 
by a comparatively small portion of the electorate, but the 
chairmen and past-chairmen are chosen as the trusted 
representatives of the Territorial Centres, and it would be 
just as reasonable to maintain that the latter should not be 
outvoted by the former. A much more plausible objection 
to the development of this system of creating a Council is 
that the business of the Institution makes heavy demands 
upon the Members of Council who are in a position to 
perform the duties, and that it is not feasible for provincial 
members to put in the necessary time at headquarters. 


THE. appointment of a Controller for 
the collection of pre-war debts between 
ourselves and Germany, again raises the dissatisfaction on 
the part of British traders in regard to this matter, and a 
more serious attempt is now to be made to bring the views 
of the business community. before the authorities. Under 
the Economic Clauses of the Peace Treaty, which, on the 
whole, do not appear to have received the consideration at 
the hands of the general public which they deserve, all 
debts owing to Germany by us, and all debts owed by 
Germany to us, are to be paid through the Clearing Houses 
which, under these clauses, are now established in London 
and Berlin. To that, of course, there is no objection. The 
main cause of the grievance which is now being ventilated 
is the condition that debts on both sides are to bear 
interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum from the 
commencement of the war. Whatever the considerations 
were which impelled the Government, through its com- 
mercial advisers, to agree to this condition, it is perfectly 
clear that there will be many hard cases in this country. 
Take, for instance, the case of a firm owing a considerable 
sum to Germany, for which a cheque was sent a day or two 
before the declaration of war, which cheque when presented 
was, promptly and rightly, refused payment by the bank 
here. There are many such firms, and their point of view 
is that it is a great injustice to them to be made to increase 
their payment to their German creditors by an amount 
eyaal to 5 per cent. per annum for five years. In such a 
case as we have mentioned, this is the position as it is put 
forward, and there seems sound reason in it. In the first 
place, the firm was willing and able to pay the net amount 
of the debt in 1914. Acting prudently, it would seek to 
invest the money in some easily realisable stock in order to 
be able to pay it over when the time came. In 
1914, the only stock of that character would be the 
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34 per cent. War Loan. In any case, it is 
extremely unlikely that an average of 5 per cent. will have 
been earned on the money, and the firm has, therefore, not 
only to suffer the penalty of making up the difference, 
but also to bear the loss of the depreciation in the capital 
value of the stock on sale at present prices. There are 
many such instances: and now that the clearing houses are 
in existence, and the Controller is demanding the debts which 
are owed to Germany “ forthwith —and, with a delightful 
sense of humour, adding that no guarantee can be given when 
the debts owing from Germany will be paid—British 
business men concerned are putting their heads together to 
consider the best means for meeting the situation. It is 
not suggested that the Peace Treaty can be modified, but 
the point is seriously being put forward that, in the 
absence of any discretionary powers on the part of the 
Controller, the Treasury should be asked to bear the losses 
which the Government has, it is felt, gratuitously placed 
upon the shoulders of the trading community. We doubt 
very much whether any success in that direction will be 
achieved, and, in the present state of the national finances, 
we cannot view lightly the prospect of a large sum having 
to be found for this purpose ; nevertheless, the grievance is а 


real one, unless there is a countervailing advantage on the 


other side, which we have not yet heard of. From dealings 
which have taken place between the Controller and British 
debtors to Germany, there is a belief that he has some 
discretion to deal with the difficulties which are inevitable, 
but whether this discretion covers the main cause of com- 
plaint is not yet clear. Another grievance is that the 
clearing-house system, which compels payment in either 
direction, only applies to Germans resident in Germany 
There are, however, a large number of pre-war debts owing 
by Germans resident in other parte of the world which it 
may be extremely difficult to collect now, and it is felt that 
some Government action should be taken in this matter, 


IN our opinion, the Department of 
| Overseas Trade has an excellent oppor- 
tunity for gaining the confidence of British manufacturers 
and traders. Like most of our. organisations, it has been 
passing through a period of transformation and reconstruc- 


The D.O.T. 


tion during the past year, and there are indications that ite 


new or altered machinery is getting to work satisfactorily. 
It is for the Treasury to see that so necessary a Department 
does not suffer for want of means. If it is folly fora 
private firm to attempt, with insufficient funds, to build up 
a big export business which shall be permanent and 
shall afford a profitable outlet for the enormously increased 
production that will come sooner or later, it is some- 
thing worse for a national effort intended to facilitate 
such operations for the good of the whole community 
to be handicapped by want of the vital wherewithal. How- 
ever efficient may be the organisations established for foreign 
trade promotion by manufacturers who operate through trade 
associations—and they are unquestionably doing good work— 
there is a place for the Government to fill on behalf of all, both 
associated and unassociated. We believe that the D.O.T. is 
now alive to the greatness of its opportunity, and in co-opera- 
tion with the Trade Press it should, if it pursue an enterprising 
policy, can work with freedom, can escape the soothing 


influences of official existence, and continue ever wide- 


awake, gain the esteem and gratitude of both traders at 
home and purchasers abroad. One of the Department's 
present developments is in the hands of its Economic and 
Editorial Section, which is preparing a series of Manuals, 
or Handbooks, of Commercial Information relating to each 
of the principal foreign countries, in which will be published 
basic information which will be of assistance to merchant- 
bankers, traders, and others interested in trading opera- 
tions. Manuals for France and the Argentine are now 
in an advanced stage of preparation, and some material has 
been accumulated for similar publications on Brazil, Italy, 
and Greece. Annual reports will also be issued, taking the 
place of the Oonsular reports to which we were accustomed 
in pre-war days. These will appear more promptly, and, 
no doubt, will be far more serviceable to the trading 
community. 
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THE Austin Motor Co.'s works, being situated outside the 
distribution area of any large undertaking, have generated 
their own electric power from the commencement, and the 
history of the system has been like that of many others, in 
that many changes have taken place in the process of keeping 
up to date. 

The first system was direct current at 110 volts, with 
small gis and steam engines as prime movers. The works 
Increased, and the advantages of three-phase alternating- 
current motors were appreciated, so in 1914 it came about 
that a new power house was built on a more suitable site 
to contain a larger plant, comprising six 175-Kva. 
alternators by the Allmänna Svenska Elektriska Co., with 
exciters direct coupled, driven through flexible couplings 
by high-speed engines at 875 k. P. M. 

The alternators generated three-phase current at 525 volte, 
25 cycles. 
by Bellies & Morcom 
compound V-type 
two-crank enclosed 
steam engines. Ex- 
haust steam was led 
into acommon main 
connected to a Led- 
ward & Beckett 
ejector , condenser. 
Rapid increase of 
load. due to the 
manufacture of 
muntions of war, in 
which the firm took 
во prominent a part, 
necessitated a corres- 
ponding increase in 
the generating са- 
pacity, and two 
1,250-KVA. 1,500- 
R. P. M. vertical Cur- 
tis turbo-alternators 
by the B. T. H. Co. 
were installed in 
1915. The sub- base 
surface condensers 
of these were sup- 
plied with cooling 
water from a Crich- 
ton wooden cooling 
tower erected on an 
adjacent site, make- 
up water being ob- 
tained from the 
brook which flows 
through the works, 

‘Each condenser was 

served by a motor- 

driven circulating pUmp, and a motor-driven Edwards three- 
throw air pump at 75 R.P.M. The boiler house then con- 
tained eight 30 ft. x 9 ft. 6 in. Lancashire boilers, six by 
Yates and Thom, one by Edwin Danks, and one by John 
Thompson, all equipped with Units superheaters, two Green 
economisers, and a natural-draught brick stack of 7 ft. 
internal diameter, 170 ft. high. Steam was supplied at 
160 lb. pressure through a 12-in. main to the engine room. 
Coal, delivered by rail, was conveyed overhead to the 
Hodgkinson mechanical stoker hoppers, from storage on 
the ground level. Standard vertical Weir feed pumps, of 
5,000 G.P.H. each, supplied the feed-water through duplicate 
ranges. At times the demand for power was so great that 
the whole plant was in commission and carrying overload. 

During 1916 the company undertook and carried out the 
erection of two large new works on the opposite side of the 
railway, one known as the North Works, for the manufacture 
of 8-in. H.E. shell, from billets to the finished article, and 
the other, the West Works, for 1%-pounder H.E. shell. The 
North Works, in use by the end of 1916, comprised a 


Fig. 1.—SovrH Power HOUSE. 


THE LONGBRIDGE ‘WORKS OF THE AUSTIN MOTOR CO., 
NORTHFIELD, NEAR BIRMINGHAM. 


lay-out of power house, boiler house, hydraulic press house, 
with eight large presses, stamps, heat treatment furnace, 
air compressor and hydraulic pump house, and a machine 
shop 900 ft. long x 300 ft. wide. Tosupply the new works, 
the most modern power plant was installed, viz. :—Three 
three-phase, 50-cycle, 550-volt, 1,850-K.v.A., B. T. H. hori- 
zontal Curtis six-stage impulse turbo-alternators at 3,000 
R. P. M., with exciters direct coupled on the same shaft. 
Bach turbine exhausts into a surface condenser, by Mirrlees, 
Watson & Co., in the basement. The condensate is extracted 
by a centrifugal Leblanc air-pump, and air is taken 
multijector exhausters, of which there are two to 
condenser, so that one can always be stopped to clear the 
nozzle in case of need, while the other is working. Electric 
motors of 70 H.P. each drive the circulating pumps for the 


cooling water obtained frum three Crichton cooling towers 
Two were driven by gas engines, the remainder 


70 ft. high wich a base area of 77 x 30 ft. Air, after passing 
through a Heenan 
and Froude filter, 
is drawn through 
the generators and 
discharged outside 
the turbine room. 
A 14-kw. D. C. Bel- 
liss-Crompton set is 
available to eupply 
the emergency light- 
ing at 110 volts. 
The current gene- 
rated at 550 volta 
is supplied to the 
bus-bars аб that 

pressure, and 24 
feeders (20 37/12 
and four 19/14), of 
three single cables 
each, supply the 
North and West 
Works. The main 
switchboard con- 
tains 12 double- 
feeder panels for 500 
amperes each feeder, 
three generator 
panels of 3,000 am- 
peres each, one in- 
strument panel for 
volt-recorder and 
leakage ammeter, 
one 3,000 -ampere 
panel to connect up 
three E.H.T. single- 
phase trausformens 
now supplying car- 
rent to the South 

Works, and three panels for the frequency changer, which 

converts from 50 cycles to 25 cyclæ for the South Works. 

The switchboard, of black enamelled slate mounted on 

steel-tube framework, extends nearly the whole length of 

the turbine room on the floor level, and has the standard 

B.T.H. equipment with oil-immersed switches, hand- 

operated from the front of the board. Three Tirrill 

regulators control the three generators. 

During 1917 and 1918 the West Works were supplied 
through two banks of three single-phase Berry oil-cooled 
transformers of 625 Kva. each, by the British Electric 
Transformer Co., at 6,600 volts; but since the Peace 
requirements are only a small fraction of the former, the 
three step-down transformers have been removed to the 
South Works, enabling a large proportion of the 25-cycle 
plant to be replaced by the 50-cycle, which is now adopted 
as the standard. The West Works, now largely saw-mills 
and car-body shop, with paint-spraying and finishi 
departments, is supplied direct at 550 volts through two 
З-соте 0'125-sq. in. and one З-соте 0*3-8q. in. feeders, about 
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500 yards long. The boiler house contains 12 Lancashire 
boilers, 80 ft. x 9 ft. 6 in., by Yates and Thom, with 
Unite superheaters, three Green economisers of 860 tubes 
each, a natural-draught brick stack of 9-ft. internal 
diameter and 200 ft. high, and an induced-draught fan 
driven by a 50-H.P. motor, with separate steel stack. There 
are four Weir vertical feed-pumps of 5,000 gallons per 
hour each, with a feed-heater in the pump house Jy a 
CO, recorder; steam is supplied at 170 lb. per sq. in. 
pressure through a 12-in. steam main to the turbine room. 
The steam temperature at the turbine stop-valve averages 
550° F., and the vacuum varies from 28°5 to 29°5 in. : coal 
is delivered by rail, and the trucks are discharged by a 
tippler feeding the boot of an elevator and conveyor system 
to the boilers. | 

Since the Armistice, the company has performed the 
modern equivalent process of beating the sword into the 
pruning hook, the North Works now being a complete 
tractor factory, with its output commenced. The South 
Works, comprising large machine shops, erecting shop, 
hardening shop, stamp shop, inspection and experimental 
departments, &c., are engaged on the output of the 20-H. P. 
motor-car. In addition to this, aeroplanes, and petrol - 
electric generating sets, with storage batteries and automatic 
control requiring no skilled attention, for small instal- 
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Fic. 2.—MAIN SWITCHBOARD, NORTH WORKS PowER HOUSE. 


Fic, 3.—TURBO-ALTERNATORS IN NORTH WORKS POWER HoUsE. 


lations suitable for supplying villages, 
institutions, and private houses, are being 
manufactured. The amount of power 
required at present is less than half that 
absorbed during the heavy periods of the 
War, so that the new power house in the 
North Works can cope with the whole 
supply, and the 25-cycle system has been 
converted to 50 cycles, with the excep- 
tion of those motors which it is not 
convenient to replace yet. These are 
supplied through a frequency changer 
in the North Power House consisting of 
three B.T.H. machines, viz., a syn- 
chronous 815-Kva. motor, 550-volt, 50- 
cycle, three-phase, direct coupled to a 
650-KVA., 25-cycle, 525-volt, three-phase 
generator, and a 19-K W., 80-volt, D.C. 
exciter, all -mounted on one bedplate. 
There are over 500 motors installed, 
varying in capacity from 200 H.P., driving 
a hydraulic pump, to 4 H. r., rotating 
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the air filter for the generators in the power house. There 
are a large number of 100-H.P., and 50-H.P. motors driving 
line shafting in the machine shops; the motors are’ of the 
induction type, mostly squirrel-cage, running at 720 R. P. u., 
with a few at 1,440 or 960 R.P.M. Speed changes are 
effected by means of pulley cones at the machines. Crane 
motors are of the slip-ring type, with grid resistances, 

The South Power House now contains the three step- 
down transformers formerly in the West Works. The 
transmission from the North Works is at 6,600 volte, by 
two Pirelli-General Electric 3-core, 0°25-sq. in. paper- 
insulated, lead-covered, armoured cables, buried direct, 
except where carried over the railway on the outside of the 
girder bridge which connects the two works. The new 
50-cycle switchboard in the South Works is the standard 
B.T.H. type, with one 3,000-ampere transformer panel, 
seven double feeder 300-ampere panels, and one single- 
feeder panel. The E. H. r. switches at both ends of the trans- 
mission are of the removable truck type. | 

Of great use in the works are 17 Edison accumulator 
battery trucks, 5 of 50 cwt., 11 of 40 cwt., and one of 
80 cwt. capacity. Motor-generator sets are installed for 
charging these daily, The lighting is at 110 volts. - Single- 
phase circuits are run between each phase of the transformer 
secondaries and the neutral point. In the South 
Works there are six, in the North Works four, and 


Fia. 5.—FgEQUENCY CHANGER. 


in the West Works three lighting transformers, oil- 
cooled;-90-x:v.A. primary delta 550- volts to secondary. star 
110 volts between phase and neutral, by the British 
Electric Transformer Co. The lighting is mainly effected 
by 300-watt and 200-watt lamps at half a watt per candle- 
power; smaller lighting is done by 20, 30 and 60-watt 
metal-filament lamps. Electric drills, desk fans, and 
printing arcs are run from the 110-volt circuits. About 
150 clocks on the Synchronome system synchronise the 
works for time, and an electrically-controlled steam whistle, 
known as The Bull,” announces the times to start and 
cease work. Heating throughout the factory is effected by 
high-pressure steam at 100 lb. per sq. in., partly supplied 
from the power boilers, through reducing valves, and 
partly from an auxiliary boiler house containing six 
Lancashire boilers, two of which are fitted with destructor 
furnaces for consuming waste timber and other refuse. One 
Lancashire boiler has been transferred from the South to the 
West Works to supply the heating steam, and consumes 
wood refuse from the saw mills. 

The works engineer is Mr. T. W. Hartley, and his chief 
assistant Mr. W. N. Y. King. 


The Profiteering Act.— The Electric Lamps Sub-Com- 
mittee of the Committee on Trusts has held its seventh meeting 
and considered its draft report. 


THE FUEL OF THE FUTURE AND THE 
GAS COMPANIES. 


Bx B. L. KLEMENS. 


Ox two recent occasions the Gas Journal has been deeply 
stirred by articles under the above heading in the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW. On neither occasion has it been 
áble to restrain its anger, and on both it indulges in 
abuse which has no effect on the case set out, apparently 
considering it high treason to ask for proof of Sir 
Dugald Clerk's statements, while to disprove them is an 
unspeakable crime. 

The Gas Journal, apparently, can only see the mote 
in its neighbour's eye, and not the beam in its own, 
for while complaining that the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
oecupies three columns in setting forth its points, :t 
uses one and a half columns in attempting to dispose 
of a case which it describes as not worth disposing of. 
When the Gas Light & Coke Co. replied to a question con- 
cerning the amount of coke obtained by baking one ton 
of coal, that 8 cwt. are obtained, the Gas Journal says 
the words ''for sale’’ should have been inserted after 
the word obtained,” because (so the Journal says) the 
gas company gave a net figure. But the statement does 
not bear examination. The coke sold, according to Sir 
Dugald Clerk, is equivalent to 41 per cent. of the 
original heat value of the coal; but the South Metro- 
politan Gas Co. says that the heat value of the coke ts 
from 10,000 to 11,000 в.тн.о. per Ib. (but it would not 
give any guarantee). The Gas Light & Coke Co., When 
discussing the efficiency of coke ‘‘ boilers,” gives the 
heat value as 12,000 B. TH. v., and when it tries to 
support the 70 per cent. or 80 per cent. advertisement, 
as 12,350 B. TH. V. per lb. The Gas Journal says that it 
is 12,500 в.тн.с. per lb. It is clearly impossible for 
all these different values to be equal to 41 per cent. of 
the coal heat value with the same amount of coke. If 
20 lb. of coal yield a net 8 lb. of coke having a heat 
value of 41 per cent. of the original coal heat value, 
then, at 13,000 B. Tu. v. per lb. for coal, 8 Ib. of coke 
are equivalent to 106,600 B. Tn. v. = 13,325 B. T. v. 
per Ib. That is, the coke has a higher calorific value 
than the coal, which is absurd. The Gas Journel also 
suggests that the efficiencies used for calculating the 
mean efficiency of gas for cooking purposes, are not 
those of the latest type of apparatus. This, however. 
is not at all probable, tor all the efficiencies were ‘those 
quoted by the Gas Light & Coke Co. except for that 
of the oven, for which, as its figure was palpably 
false, Sir Dugald’s figures were taken. Can anyone 
imagine the Gas Light & Coke Co., or any other gas 
company giving particulars of anything but the most 
efficient apparàtus, when replying io a correspondent 
who wished to know the amount of gas required to per- 
form certain operations? It was quite clearly stated 
in my article that the boil -ring efficieney was as- 
sumed at 50 per cent. Instead of producing nearly two 
columns of rhodomontade on the second occasion, the 
Journal would have been better employed explaining 
by what scientific means Sir Dugald Clerk makes the 
watt-hour the equivalent of more than 3.412 B. TH. u. 
He states that the one-watt lamp requires the use of 
54 B. TH. U. at а generating station, per candle-hour.. 
with an efficiency of 8.5 per cent. at the lamp. That 
is, the watt-hour, according to him, is equivalent to 
1.090 B.TH.U., when he seeks to compare quantities of 
heat used; an error of nearly 35 per cent. 

The first actual criticism refers to the efficiency of 
the gas-making process. The Journal denies that, Sir 
Dugald said anything about entirely converting the 
coal into gas without coke or tar residue, and then 
proceeds to quote him as saying: If we consider the 
whole of the heat used in the process (amounting to 
29 per cent.) to be debited against the principal pro- 
duct—coal gas—then to obtain 25 heat units in the 
form of gas it is necessary to use a total of 25--99— 54 
heat units of the original coal." The Gas Journal 
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needs to refresh its memory, or else it has deliberately 
refrained from quoting the next sentence, which, 
although Sir Dugald wisely refrained from putting this 
theory into words, entirely disproves the Journals con- 
tention. The sentence in question is: That is, the 
thermal efficiency of the gas-making process is 25/54 
equals 0.46, or 46 per cent." On the figures originally 
yven in the lecture, coal equivalent to 54 heat units 
would be converted into gus equivalent to 13.5 heat 
units, and coke and tar equivalent to 24, but if the 
Journal’s assumption is correct, the gas 
doubled, and coke and tar remain also. As stated in 
the Review, such figures are fantastic and absurd, 
because coal cannot be treated on this basis, but even if 
it were possible. it has nothing to do with the point at 
issue. Which is, that when Sir Dugald gives 3.4 heat 
units as those usefully emploved in the oven for every 
lot at. the gas works, he is assuming (whether rightly 


yield is 


or wrongly is immaterial in this particular case) that 
46 heat units are delivered to the oven out of this 100, 
and the efficiency of the oven was therefore only half 
that assumed in the first article. 

If, for the sake of argument, the Gas Co.’s wholly 
erroneous statements concerning the coke were accepted 
at their face value, it would still be necessary to con- 
vert a net 34,800,000 B.rH.u. (making full allowance 
for coke and tar) to do by gas the work that can be 
done by electricity for a destructicn of coal equivalent 
to 16,400,000 B. TH. V. This, of course, is only a paper 
comparison, for 53,240,000 B. TH. v. must be converted 
һу the gas companies, and the net figure would only be 
true if the coke and tar heat values could be used at 
cent. per cent. efficiency. Even assuming that this 
impossible supposition were true, our coal supply would 
be exhausted twice as fast if gas were used as the medium 
for lighting and heating, instead of electricity. 


THE 


Wues, on the afternoon of Wednesday, February 4th, 
H.R.H. Princess Alice, Countess of Athlone, opened the Daily 
Mail Ideal Home Exhibition at Olympia, there were on view 
some 250 displays, each devoted to the comfort, conveni- 
ence, and cheap running of the home. In addition, there 
are sections dealing with the garden, poultry rearing, 
labour-saving appliances, music, recreation, and baby-land. 
Tn the annexe the Ministry of Health has erected a miniature 
village of ideal homes for workers, and also a panorama of 
the city of the future, while the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture is responsible for a full-sized allotment which has 
vegetables growing as in June. The great question of the 
day, housing. is thoroughly illustrated by many types of 
structures in a variety of materials; a housing conference, 
organised by the Royal Institute of British Architects, was 
begun on the opening day, while kinematograph displays 
and popular leetures will be given at frequent intervals 
during the period the exhibition remains open until Feb- 
ruary 25th. The exhibition and the conferences, organised 


IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION. 


is being called in to discharge the thousand and one tasks 
which in the past have made housekeeping a burden. 
Electricity in the home comes into its own at this exhibi- 
tion; the ideal home, heated, lighted, cleaned, and kept 
comfortable by the aid of electricity, which cooks, washes 
up, and in mgny other ways acts as handmaiden to the 
house-wife, is thus realised. 

Many of the electrical exhibits are not new, they were on 
view at other recent exhibitions ; nevertheless, a feature of 
this exhibition is the fine and complete display of modern 
labour-saving devices, and a striking concentration of elec- 
trical household appliances is that given by the all 
electric " house which is, in fact, an exhibit in itself well 
worthy of a special visit. The idea of a stand in this form. 
not only equipped with electrical devices throughout, but 
showing each in its proper position and at work, is excel- 
lent, and one that must appeal directly to the public. 

The Daily Mail announces its intention of sending every 
member of its staff throughout the country to the Exhi- 
bition at its own expense. This excellent idea could, with 


Fias. 1 & 2.—PrbrEsTAL HEATER AND COOKER. 


with the cordial help of the Ministries of Health and Agri- 
culture, the Royal Institute of British Architects, the 
Architectural and the Garden Cities Associations, and 
others, should prove of much utility ; the public will see 
what can be done by a wise expenditure of money to over- 
come difficulties, and the labour-saving section especially 
should appeal to all. 

There has never been anything quite like the present 
exhibition ; it is one that nobody can afford to miss seeing. 
Many things of utility, adornment, conifort, economy, and 
labour saving that contribute to the conception of the ideal 

me are on view, and various phases of house construction 
and equipment can be studied at first hand. It is easy to 
recognise that the difficulty of maintaining an adequate 
domestic service lies at the root of the problem of the home 
lover to-day. Ingenuity is being exercised to, reduce 
manual labour in the home to a minimum, and electricity 


Fics. 3 & 4.—DoMrsTIC COOKERS. 


advantage, be emulated by the electricity supply ufider- 
takings, as there is plenty to be seen, not only of an edura- 
tional character, but also calculated to inspire confidence 
and to suggest the vast influence which electrical methods 
may have upon the art of home building. We might point 
out that any difficulty in the payment of expenses might be 
overcome, under Clause 30 of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 
by the Electrical Development Association arranging а 
conference or meeting at the Exhibition. Any electricity 
undertaking is empowered under this clause to pay the 
expenses of any delegates or members of its staff nominated 
to attend such conferences. 


TRE GENEBAL EteEctTrRic Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
London, E.C. 4.—This exhibit takes the form of a two-storey 
model house, completely equipped with electric lighting, heating, 
cooking, and other appliances, and is proving a great attraction. 
On the ground floor of this “all electric" house the kitchen, 
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larder, living room, and parlour are situated ; these are connected 
with the wash-house and store by an artistically-constructed 
pergola. The first floor contains three bedrooms and the bath- 
room. In all the rooms and on the landings the lighting arrange- 
ments are well thought out, fittings suitable for every part of the 
house being available. Each room has its electric radiator, of a 
design in keeping with the decorative scheme. Radiators can now 
be obtained with a switch to enable a graduated heat control to be 
obtained ; some will permit of the boiling of a kettle, and a 
noteworthy one, the Magnet (figs. 1 and 2) pedestal heater, 
placed in the living room, is instantly adaptable for toasting, boiling, 
frying. and stewing—a pleasing combination heater and cooker, 
the utility of which does not spoil its attractive appearance. 


reversed iron on its special stand becomes the hot plate on which 
the other utensils are heated. Fig. 6 shows how by fitting the 
lid of the boiler it becomes a curling tongs heater, and fig. 7 shows 
the boiler in position for heating small quantities of water. 

A dish-washer, driven aud heated by electricity, ia a feuture that 
all housewives will covet ; and polishing apparatus will save much 
labour when cleaning silver, cutlery, &c 

The wash-house contains an application of electricity that will 
perhaps save more labour and aungyance than any other—a 
washing machine, fig. 8, easy to operate and sneedy in action. By 
its use the terrors of washing day can be disrega'ded ; and the 
wringing, by a simple accessory, is done by the machine at the 
same time. After washing, comes drying —wher: the electric fan 


Fies. 5, 6, AND 7.—ELECTRIC IRON AND TRAVELLING OUTFIT. 


In electric light in the home we have a steady source of illumi- 
nation that is completely isolated from the surrounding atmosphere, 
thua avoiding all the fumes that are bound to arise when light is 
produced by combustion. During the last few years advances have 
been made in this branch of electrical science, and in innumerable 
ways electric light has proved a blessing. It is switched on 
instantaneously from any selected position, and in reply to the 
objection that has sometimes been raised that electric light cannot 
be turned down," a type of switch is now been made that 
enables a lamp to be lowered as required, instead of being switched 
off entirely. The quality of the light given by the best makes of 
lamp is so well known that it seems almost superfiuous to emphasise 
it ; it is soft and pleasant to the eyes, especially good when much 
reading and study has to be done. 


Fic. 8.—FLECTRIC WASHER, 


Towards the kitchen, of course, and its operations, the eyes of the 
housewife will be most frequently directed. Here we find that 
electricity is the ever-willing servant. The electric cooking range 
(fig. 3) is an ideal which most women will strive for ; it is clean, 
makes no dust or smoke, and produces no fumes. Smaller pieces of 
cooking apparatus, fig. 4, grillers and toasters, will prepare a meal in 
a few minutes ; thereis no bother of fire-laying, no lengthy wait for 
the stove, or oven, to " warm up." Accessory appliances, such as 
warming-plates, hot-plates, food warmers, are shown: these, of 
course, are just as useful in the living-room as in the kitchen, 
for a great part of the charm of electricity is the cleanliness which 
allows of the preparation of a meal in the room where that meal is 
10 be consumed, if it is so desired. The universal voltage electric 
iron shown in fig. 5 comprises an iron and stand, with curling 
tongs heater and boiler, all packed in a neat leatherette case. The 


may help —and ironing. The electrically-heated “ Magnet iron 
із a boon ; it saves all the delay of wa'tiog for the heating of the 
ordinary solid iron, for it is ready for use in a few minutes after 
the switching-on of the current. 

Turning to the living room, we find the invaluable toaster, which 
toasts quickly and deliciously. Electric kettles are available at a 
moment's notice ; these, naturally, are shown in several of the 
rooms, as are the useful hot-plates, which will either prepare food 
and boil water, or, in the case of warming-plates, keep them hot 
until required. 

In the parlour, as in the entrance hall, we find a cigar-lighter, 
which will also light a pipe, where electricity plays the part of 
the burning match. An electrically-driven sewing machine will 
delight the heart of the home worker. And when the parlour is 
only needed for an hour or two, nothing is more easy than to switch 
on the electric radiator—with no after-results in the way of ashes 
and dust. 

Upstairs, the house is attractively fitted with many appliances 
which continue to prove the well-nigh universal possibilities of 
electrical energy. The bedrooms, of course, have their electric fires 
and pedestal heaters, 80 that the lighter forms of cooking can be done 


"CABIN" TYPE. 


Suitable for Floor or Wall use, Фу {th 
simple adiustmenl i 'f detachable support 


Fig. 9.—ELECTRIC Hor WATER RADIATOR. 


if desired—extremely handy in the event of illness. A milk warmer 
explains its own use by its name—the household with a nursery 
will appreciate this; the toilet-table has its electrically-heated 
curling-tongs, and the electric sbaving-mug is a device that will 
appeal to the masculine mind—it solves the shaving-water problem 
completely, bringing precisely the right quantity of water to the 
correct temperature in two or three minutes. Most of these 
smaller articles, including the pedestal heater, can be run from the 
ordinary lighting plug. | 

For the cleaning of the house an electric vacuum cleaner will do 
the work of a couple of maids, and by its use the broomand dustpan 
can be eliminated. 

In the bathroom we find an electric towel-rail and gown-rail, 
capital items for drying and airing towels, linen articles, costumes, 
&c. Hot water for the bath and lavatory basin is supplied at any 
hour of the day or night by an electric calorifier, situated in the 
scullery ; it can be placed, however, where it is most Convenient, 
and it is automatic, regulating its own heat. 


— 
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Besides the “ Magnet ` electric fires there is another type of 
heater, known as the Magnet electric hot-water radiator (fig. 9), 
which does not give a radiant heat as is the case with fires, but 
éffecta a uniform heating of the surrounding air by means of the 
convection currents set up. For this purpose they ere economical 
heaters giving a high efficiency with a low energy consumption, 
and at the same time the fire risk is practically nil. They are 
made in two types, the "column" type and the "cabin" type. 
The former comprises a system of tubular hot water ciroulators 
provided with a large number of heat distributing gills or blades. 
A dual pattern immersion heater is fitted at the bottom, so that a 
varying heat control can be obtained. The “cabin” type is of 
similar construction, but.is broader but not so tall, a single heat- 
immersion heater being provided. These radiators need no 
attention except that it may be necessary once a year to add a 
little water through the water filler. The construction is 
particularly robust being entirely of steel and brass. 

But it is impossible to mention in detail everything electrical 
provided by the enterprise of this company in its original exhibit, 
which must be seen to be fully appreciated. It is a revelation of 
the manner in which, of reoent years, electricity has proved to be 
an ever-ready servant, making the work that remains a pleasure. 
The house, we should add, has been specially designed by Mr. 
Albert J. Thomae, L. R. I. B. A., and constructed by Messrs. 
Humphries, Ltd., the furnishing is by Messrs. Harrods, Ltd., the 
sanitary fittings are supplied by Messrs. J. Bolding & Sons, the 
о? Messrs. Geo. Tucket & Co, and Messrs. Roberts, Adlard 


MESSRS. STRODE & Co., LTD., 48, Oanaburgh Street, London, 
N.W. 1, exhibit country house lighting plant consisting of a 
horizontal low-speed oil engine burning cheap paraffin, and con- 
trolled by a governor which ensures steadiness in running and 
economy. in fuel consumption. Constant attention or regulation is 
unnecessary ; the plant is simple in character and easy to manage. 
Where space has to be economised, a low-speed dynamo is direct- 
coupled to the engine, but, where sufficient room is available, a belt- 
drive can be supplied. All working parts of the dynamo ure easy 
of accees for inspection and cleaning, and, at the same time, well 
protected against accidental contact. The generating plant requires 
to be run three or four hours per day to charge a battery of 


Fic. 10.—IMPROVED INDIRECT LIGATING FITTINGS. 


accumulator cells, and for the remainder of the time energy may be 
taken from the battery. Separate switches and fuses are pro- 
vided on the switchboard to control the dynamo, and the house 
circuit. also for extra circuits where required. A regulating charge 
and discharge switch is provided for the battery, which enables 
certain cells to be cut in or out of circuit to obtain the correct 
voltage. An automatic cut-out protects the battery in the case of 
the charging current falling below the proper limit. This firm's 
new "Destro " electric cooking and heating utensils are manu- 
factured exclusively of aluminium, and combine lightness, 
strength, and cleanliness. Each unit is fitted with a quick-heat ing 
element, there are no soldered joints, and the elements are easily 
replaced. Black ebonised handles are fitted, the construction is 
strong, with a superior finish. Specimens of electric bells, telephones, 
finsh switches, plugs, and ornamental switch covers, as well as 
the firm's steel conduit system of wiring are to be seen. Improved 


indirect lighting fittings, combining the advantages of both 


indirect and semi-indirect systems, are exhibited, in which in- 
direct illumination is obtained with a special reflector, having 
two confocal curves on the upper part of the fitting (as shown in 
fig. 10). the bow] being illuminated at the same time, so that a soft 
aud diffused light is obtained. There is a fine selection of fittings, 
including alabaster, superlux, and other dash fittings, specially 
constructed for use with gas-filled lamps. Although not actually 
exhibited, it may be stated that the firm is bringing out a new form 
of window reflector light, and also a reflector fitting. for studio work, 
designed on scientific lines. 


Messrx,. BERRY s ELtcrric, Lro.. 86, Newman Street, Oxford 
Street. London, W. 1.--This ' Touch- button house, with ita 
innumerable electrical ddevibes for dodging drudgery, had a constant 
flream of visitors, and will acrve to give same idea of what the 
ral “Touch-butfoh " house will be when it is opened next month 
at the above address. . The name is not altogether a fancy one, for 
the pressing of a butfon in the various rooms, has a remarkable 
effect, and the house, comprising artistically decorated rooms, the 


contents of which are all for sale, contains: and is set apart for 
demonstrations of labour-saving devices. The well-known " Magi- 
coal ` electric fires, and Colec ` system of 'radiant heating, which 
are the firm's chief specialities, are exhibited to advantage. The 
actual heat comes from an electric radiator on the hearth, and the 
coal-fire effect is brought about by reflected light. There are no 
chimneys in the house, no soot, little dust, and work is reduced con- 
siderably. All the rooms are heated by means of a central ooal oricoke 
fire to a température of 55^ F., and the "topping up is provided 
by means of electricity. In the kitchen electricity is a regular 
maid of all work ; it, appears to play almost a human part all over 
the house, even to an electric vibrating razor for shaving. 


(To bé continued.) 


FAILURES OF TURBO-GENERATORS, AND 
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


AT a meeting of the NonrH-EasrEhN CENTRE of the Insritu- 
TION OF ELECTBICAL ENGINEERS at Newcastle, on January 26th, 
Mr. J. SHEPHERD read а summary of his paper (which was 
abstracted in our issues of January 16th and 23rd). In the 
subsequent discussion Mr. RosEN said he did not agree that 
turbo-generators were unreliable, as he knew of a machine 
that was put in 15 years ago and wae still running, and had 
only had a few overhauls. Many of the faults were due to 
conditions at the stations, but again, many of the short- 
comings were being overcome. He thought that if the alter- 
nator rotor were removed, and ап examination made of the 
stator windings, a large nuinber of serious accidents would 
be obviated. Further, he contended that the tendency of 
modern construction and iumjvovements was to lessen faults 
due to stresses at critical speeds. Flexible couplings were 
quite satisfactory when the working pressure was kept within 
reasonable limits. The author seemed to think that water- 
cooling would prove the cure for the difficulties raised, but 
the speaker.thought there was in this a great danger, for 
leaks could not be entirely prevented. 6 

Mr. Jackson said the author referred to the turbine as 
being first installed in 1908, but before that they had it on 
Tyneside. In that district many experiments had been made 
with air cooling. Great difficulties had been met with when 
spray filters had been used, and also with the cloth filter. The 
cloth filter was satisfactory while in use, but difficult to clean 
when out of action. Experiments had been made with water 
cooling, with a great amount of success. If water cooling 
were used, and the water allowed to fall to too low a tem- 
perature, it might cause condensation. Then there were the 
failures of the tubes due to age and corrosion. Gas was often 
taken up, and water taken from a condenser waa often very 
corrosive indeed, but chemical mixtures had been introduced 
which had overcome the difficulty. He protested against the 
suggestion that flexible couplings were not satisfactory. He 
had seen solid couplings used that were the cause of serious 
vibration. | ET 
Mr. Luxx said he had experienced difficulty. with corrosion 
arising from the use of condenser water. He asked whether 
vil could not be used for cooling purposes instead of. water. 
If a leak occurred it would not be so serious as if water had 
been used, and if some dropped on the windings probably 
it would not do much harm. If air were passing through and 
carried in dirt it would soon cause trouble. The oil would 
have to be cooled, and that might increase the cost. He had 
not used water spray, but the air filter seemed to keep the 
air almost clean, and after twelve months there was very 
little sign of dirt on the windings. He had had one bresk- 
down caused by a bad joint. He thought it was due. to 
faulty soldering. When the joint was repaired and the burnt 
portion removed, they found all the conductors of one length 
were broken down. The longer conductors were supported, 
but it had not been considered necessary to support the 
shorter ones, and evidently that was a mistake, because the 
strain had caused the insulation to break on each of these 
conductors. Не thought it was very necessary that dampers 
should be fitted to the air-ducte, as they would eave a great 
deal of damage. | m 

Mr.. BrarpD said he did not agree that the old id sam 
alternators gave no trouble.. He also criticised Mr. Shep- 
herd's statement that '' As a rule serious failures with turbo- 
generators only develop when machines are of large size and 
form units in a system of some magnitude.“ The speaker 
thought that rather the reverse applied, because generally 
speaking, on large systems the protective arrangements, were 
so much better than on the smaller systems, and a. break- 
down was less liable to do much damage. With regard to 
the slip on rotors, he could not recall where side slip had 
occurred; the. conditions were very unsuitable for side, elip 
to take place., Mention hag been made of the, use of carbon 
tetrachloride, but he advised great cautiou. in. its use. Re- 
ferring to automatic dampers, he said these were closed bx 
the same relays as cut out the machine in the case of. failure. 

Mr. Тскхгк and Mr. PATTERSON also briefly joined in the 
debate, and Mr. SHEPHERD replied. © . . I 2. 
| Е 
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Ar Birmingham, on January 28th, Mr. J. Shepherd’s paper 
on the above subject was read and discussed before the 
South-Midland Centre of the I.E.E. | 

Mr. W. WiLsoN said that anyone who had had marine 
experience must have realised that the introduction of elec- 
tric drive would bring about a number of welcome improve- 
ments, while at the same time the corrosive effects of the 
salt air were only too evident to those who had to maintain 
electrical apparatus exposed to its influences. Among other 
advantages, the following were the most evident that would 
be derived from electrical propulsion of ships: The develop- 
ment of power would be centralised; the removal of the 
inefficiencies of isolated auxiliarjes would result in a saving 
of coal. The increased ease of mancuvring was particularly 
felt in naval vessels, where greater safety, as well as con- 
venience, would be afforded by electric transmission, through 
the increased sub-division and isolation that would be made 
possible. One of most evident advantages was the 
absence of the long intermediate shaft, which was responsible 
for such a large proportion of the breakdowns at sea. The 
difficulties in the way were not less serious than the author 
had stated; the principal difficulty. was that of cooling the 
generators. 

Mr. W. N. CRANSTON explained that if they took 15 deg. C. 
as the approximate difference in teinperature required be- 
tween the iron surface and the air in the duct, and assumed 
the corresponding difference in the case of water cooling to 
be negligible, they could permit an internal temperature rise 
of 16 deg. C. more. If they took 50 deg. C. as the present 
temperature rise from all sources they could allow 40 per 
cent. greater loss, provided all other things remained equal. 
Unfortunately that was not so, since they relied on the 
cooling from the air gap surfaces of both stator and rotor 
as з valuable heat path; the efficiency of which depended 
entirely upon a rapid change of the air in the gap taking 

lace, and in the author’s ideal machine it would disappear. 

п a machine having a stator loss of 200 kw., about 60 xw. 
would be dissipated froin the gap surface of the stator, and 
a similar amount from the rotor. In the absence of air 
ventilation the whole of that heat would have to be con- 
ducted across the stampings, at the point of highest loss, and 
he was afraid this would practically absorb the whole of the 
15 deg. C. gained. Whatever might be the future of water 
cooling as an auxiliary, he thought the main cooling medium 
would continue to be air. They: might use a closed circuit 
with some form of cooling device, which would give absolute 
cleanliness, and it would be possible to rob the air of its 
oxygen before admitting it to the machine, and so eliminate 
the fire risk. A gas had the great advantage over a liquid 
that the heat in it could be extracted mechanically even 
оодо it might be at a lower temperature than its sur- 
roundings. This opened up great possibilities of using the 
turbo losses to some advantage. 

Mr. R. G. JAKEMAN, in common with several other speakers, 
thought the author had been rather unfair to the present 
designs of turbo-alternators. The author appeared to have 
assumed that all channels would be completely filled with 
the cooling liquid. It seemed quite likely, however, that 
the centrifugal force would cause the liquid to be flung out- 
wards, leaving a vacuum at the bottom of the slot, which 
would reduce the surface of liquid available for cooling. 

Mr. F. Forrest eaid the present method of cooling large 
turbo-alternators could not be regarded as satisfactory. He 
believed future development would tend towards some system 
of liquid cooling. There were grave risks in adopting water 
cooling for the stator of a high-voltage alternator, and he 
did not believe that this would ever become standard practice. 
Forced oil-cooling for both stator and rotor would be a 
satisfactory solution of the difficulty, although the volume of 
the cooling ducts for oil as compared with those necessary 


for water cooling would be about two and a quarter times 
as large. 


Swedish Engineers and Higher Piece Rates.—The 
Economic Review, quoting the Social-Demokraten for January 
14th, says that in support of their claims for higher piece 
rates ав compensation for the shorter working day, the 
Swedish workers in the engineering industry urge that labour 
efficiency has risen considerably during recent vears; and 
that greater output cannot be achieved, which is the solution 
offered by the emplovers. To substantiate this claim, the 
Metalworkers’ Union has now carried out an investigation, 
covering 13 large firms in the engineering industry, six in 
Stockholm and seven in the provinces. It reports that during 
the years 1914-19 a reduction of 23.9 per cent. in the hours of 
work hae taken place, which affords a measure of the increase 
in efficiency. The pay per hour has risen on an average 107.5 
per cent. during this period. Of this figure, 32.7 per cent. 
was derived from increases in piece rates, the remaining 
74.8 per cent. by increased output. The employers have 
therefore easily been able to meet the compensation paid for 
the higher cost of living, and a more sympathetic treatment 
of the present compensation demands with regard to the 
8-hour day might have been expected. B 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS, 
AND PLANT, 
Reader. invited to submit partioular improved 
devices and apparatus, which will be published (f. couidirod of 
sufficient interest, 


A Vacuum Shrouded Immersion Heater. 


In our issue of June 14th, 1918, we gave details of a method 
of heating water or other liquida by means of a heating 
element immersed in a vacuum flask. The inventor, Mr. 
L. O. Meyer, has further improved this device by adding a 
small resistance which reduces the current to a strength just 


Fic. 1.—VacuuM SHROUDED IMMEKSION HEATER. 


sufficient to maintain the contents of the flask at boiling 
point. The inventor states that ł} pint of water can be kept 
at 212 deg. F. by a heater taking 4.5 watts from a 4-volt 
accumulator. 


A New Wind Turbine. 


Mr. CLARKSON, of the Ав Power Co., Prestwich, Man- 
chester, has recently developed a new wind turbine, fig. 2. 
This machine may be constructed in various sizes and types 
in accordance with the force available in different districts. 
The diameter of the turbine ranges from 6 to 20 ft., and it is 
fitted with either single or multiple rotors. A starting and 
stopping gear is provided, and roller bearings support the 
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Fia. 2. TIR CLARKSON WIND TURBINE. 


rotor. Automatic gear to regulate the foree of the wind is 
tower. 


also included, and the whole is mounted on & 
[n view of the cost and difficulty of obtaining fuel at the 


present time, any scheme to dispense with it probably con- 
Wind-electric plants 


stitutes a good financial proposition. 
are already in use in Denmark and elsewhere. 
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THE GYROSTATIC COMPASS. 


By SIDNEY G. BROWN, F. R. S., M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of paper read before the ROYAL INSTITUTION OF СЕНАТ BRITAIN, January 30th, 1920.) 


А GYBOSTAT consists of an accurately balanced spinning wheel, 
mounted with as little friction as possible, and in such a way 
that the axis of the wheel may point in any direction in space. 
Mere translation in space has no action on the instrument: 
carrying it about, for instance, does not alter the direction of 
the axis. On the other hand, the gyrostat is acted upon by 
any force that tends to tilt the axis, or to give the axis a new 
direction in pace. 

The wheel 1s spinning round its axis. Call the direction of 
this OA. If we impress a force upon the wheel, tending to 
tilt or rotate it round another axis OB, then the rule is that 
the spinning wheel will“ precess or move in such a direction 


Fic. 1.—COMPLETE EQUIPMENT ОЕ BROWN GyRO-COMPASS. 


as to try to make the two axes OA and OB coincide, and the 
direction of spin of the wheel to coincide with the new direc- 
n: of rotation that we are trying to produce by the applied 

The gyrostat under inipressed forces tends to move so as to 
make the whole angular momentum a maximum. Suppose, 
therefore, a gyrostat has its axis OA fixed parallel to the 
earth's surface, but free to turn in azimuth,“ as it is called, 
upon a frictionless vertical spindle, the earth will act upon 
such an instrument, and it will be a gyro-compass. The earth 
as it rotates is continually tilting the axis of the wheel in 
space; the wheel will, therefore, turn so as to set its axis of 
rotation as nearly as possible parallel to the axis of the earth. 
It is only when the two axes coincide that the wheel is free of 
any further tilting action—that is. when it is pointing true 
north; deviate the axis, however little, from fhis position of 
rest, and the action of the earth comes in again to precess the 
wheel back again to the north. 

The use of a gyro-compass on land is very limited, and its 
great value at the present time is on board ship. Now a rolling 
and pitching ship is about the worst place to put a gyrostat to 
act as a compass, because the ship's movements all tend to tilt 
the axis. The problem, therefore, is to make the compass in- 
sensible to the movements of the ship, and respond only to 
the slow angular rotation of the earth. 

To indicate the severity of the ship's movements I may 
a recent trip of this gyro-compass on board a fast 
oyer. During a severe gale the ship was recorded to roll 
over 50 deg. of total angle; yet the gyro-compass maintained 
its accuracy and allowed the ship to be safely steered into 
harbour, to which she had to run for safety. In all this whirl- 
wind of movement the gyro-compass heard and only responded 
bo. the still small voice of the earth’s rotation. 
от use on board ship the compass must be mounted on a 
[леш їп gimbal rings, and its period of oscillation is 
ngthened to something like 85 minutes, which is usual in 
practice, so that the rolls, which are of the order of 7 to 15 
seconds’ period, shall have but small effect on the compass. 

In this case the rotation of the earth does not act directly 
npon the gyro wheel, but by means of the force of gravity 
through the pendulous weight. Unfortunately this form of 
mounting introduces troubles of its own. 
de üppose the spindle is pointing west, and is horizontal, then 

de earth as it rotates will leave the wheel pointing in this one 

tion in space, but the weight will try and follow the 
earth's rotation, and will start precessing the gyro towards the 


r 


north. The rate at which the wheel comes to the north de- 
pends upon the weight attached to the casing. All the time 
the wheel is coming to the north the earth is adding to the. 
rate of the precession, and the spindle is as a consequence. 
tilted, and is deflecting the weight, at the north position. 
Under these conditions the effect of the weight is to continue 
the precession, and the gyro wheel will swing through tbe 
north poaition, and will continue to move until the effect of the 
earth arrests and reverses the motion. The compess will 
therefore continue to swing through the north poeition with 
constant amplitude backwards and forwards, undamped. To 
render the compass of use, some inethod of damping the swing 
inust be introduced, so that the compass may finally settle on 
the north. Friction between the vertical epindle and its eup- 
port is inadmissible, because the movements of the ehip would 
react through the friction and cause errors in the reading. 
Anschutz, in his early form of compass, by use of an air blast 
gets rid of this connection with the ship. The air blast wae 
arranged to oppose the movement in azimuth " when tha 
wheel tilted, and thus he obtained an effective inethod of 
damping. The strength of the air blast, which varies propor- 
tionally to the tilt, should be nothing when the com as is at 
rest on the north—that is, when the tilt is nothing—and thia 
would be true with the compass on the equator. In other 
latitudes, however, the compass rests at the north with a tilt 
still remaining. It does not come back to the horizontal posi- 
tion because the axis of the wheel is trying to set itself parallel 
to that of the earth. This leaves a residual air blast con- 
tinuously acting, producing a permanent twist in azimuth ` 
and a constant error. It 1s therefore preferuble to damp the 
swings of the compass by acting upon the tilt rather than its 
movement in azimuth,” because in this case there will be 
no latitude error. The tilt is a maximum at the middle of eacn 
swing—that is, when it is moving through the north position— 
and it is the return of the weight to its truly vertical position 
that is responsible for the continuation of the oscillation. We 
therefore require some method of neutralising the action of 
the weight, not before, but after the compass has reached the 
north. This I accomplish in the Brown gvro-compass by 
automatically moving a liquid from one bottle to another, and 
in such a direction as to counterbalance the weight, precessing 
the gyro wheel; and I delay its action by means of a valve or 


constriction in the tube joining the two bottles. 


Fic. 2.—Gyro-Compass REMOVED FROM BINNACLE. 


The force with which the compass seeks the north is pro 
portional to the product of the rotation (one revolution in 
24 hours) and the spin of the wheel. In the Brown 
compass the wheel, which is 4 in. in diameter and 4i р in 
weight, runs at 15,000 revolutions per minute. The maximum 
directive force of the earth on this wheel, that is when the 
spindle is pointing east to west, is only the weight of 30 grains 
with 8 leverage of 1 in. This small force is continually 
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diminishing in value as the axis approaches the north direc- 
tion, and vanishes absolutely in that position. If the compass 
be deflected,’ say 1 deg., from the north, then the force of 
restoration is only j grain at a leverage of 1 in. It will there- 
fore be seen how important it is to eliminate as completely 
as possible any friction on the vertical axis that would tend 
to oppose the directive action of the earth. 

There are three forme of gyro-compass now in use, the 
Anschutz (German), the Sperry (American),“ and the 
Brown (British). — 
In the ‘ Anschutz.” the vertical axis is supported by a 
bath of mercury; in the Sperry " by a suspended wire, the 
twist, if any, being taken out by a follow-up motor, through 
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Fic. 3.—BINNACLE AND GYRO-COMPASS. 


This would be true if the compass were nne but 
gyro-compasses are damped, and the ballistic deflection 
must, therefore, include a term due to the damping. 

This damping term up to the present has been neglected, 
but in practice it is found that when a ship is steaming and 
turning to alter its course, the compasg does not come dead. 
beat to its new position, but has an oscillation started which 
is common to all existing gyro-compasees. On а merchant 
ship the damping error is of little moment; but on a war 


vessel which is manauvring it may be serious, as it máy 


swing the compass off its correct reading by several degrees. 


I have made certain modifications in my compass to remove 


the damping error. 


Fic. 4.—DETAILS ОЕ BROWN Gyro-Compass. 


A4, gyro-wheel; B, casing, carried on knife edges; с, damping bottle; р, quadrantal weight; E, control bottle; F, supporting 


ring: d, adjusting screw for E-W balance; E, air blast for repeater control; 1, air contact- maker; J, air pipes; E, air bor: 


гъ, alr jet; u. knife-edge; м, follow-up ring; o, ring on which lubber-line is marked; P, screw stoppers; Q, main pendulum 

^on ball bearings; R, mercury contact rings; S, slip rings; T, mercury cups; U, compass card; v, step-by-step motor for 

turning follow-up ring N; х, rotor of pump motor; Y, stator; 2, ball-bearing thrust block; a, adjusting screw for air jet; 
b. screws; d, intermediate spindle; e. adjustment for repeater air blast; g, spirit level; h, i, screws for adjustments; k, cover: 
m, ball-bearing guide for vertical axis; n. screws; p, pipe sockets; q, suction valve for oil pump; r, flexible leads io 
gyro stator; s, divided screw head of damping valve; t, cover of air box; v, oil cup for gyro wheel; w, counterweight. 


an electric contact which switches on the current to the 
motor; and in the '' Brown," which is operated by an hydrau- 
lic eystem of support, the lower end of the vertical spindle 
acts as a ram and stands upon a column of oil. The oil is 
under great pressure, some 500 lb. per sq. in., and is kept 
pumping up and down, thus raising and lowering the vertical 
axis continually some 180 times every minute. 

The continual movement of the spindle results in a prae- 
tically frictionless vertical support, so that the total moving 
part, some 71 lb. in weight, can be carried round in “ azi- 
muth ” by the smallest force, due to the earth’s rotation; in 
fact, so small is the friction that the compass, if deflected, 
will always come back again to its true north position, cer- 
tainly within 1/10th of a degree. I think I am safe in saying 
that it is the most perfect frictionless support yet given to the 
vertical spindle of any gyro-compass or indeed of any machine. 

A ship sailing to the north at, say, 20 knots would complete 
a revolution of the globe in 45 days. If there were a gyro- 
compass on the ship, the instrument would be sensible of 
the angular movement, and would point one or more degrees 
west of the actual pole; this is termed the ‘‘ north steaming 
error.” The extent of the error can be accurately calculated. 
and tables have been prepared so that this error can be allowed 
for. Automatic means have also been devised to make these 
necessary corrections in the reading of the compass. For 
instance, & special form of repeater has been designed in 
which the card can be set eccentric. so that, when once set, 
the correction will be automatically applied without any 
further reference to the tables. 

As the ship changes its speed the acceleration will act upon 
the pendulous weight and cause an oscillation to be started. 
This oscillation is termed the “ ballistic deflection.” 

The permanent north steaming error and the transitory 
error, due to the ballistic deflection, are in the same direction. 
and mathematicians have calculated that with an undamped 
gyro-contpass, if the time of its oscillation is set to 85 minutes 
in any particular latitude, the ballistic deflection can be made 
exactly the same.as the deflection due to the north steaming 
error; this being so. the compass should move into its new 
resting place without further oscillation. | | 


— ————— — — —————— 


E * The Anschutz compass. was fully described in the ELEC- 
TRICAL Review for December dst, 1911, and the Sperry in 
the issue for June 6th, 1913. 3 


The last, but by no means the least, of the errors that шау 
arise if the instrument is not properly designed, waa not 
known when the gyro-compass was first brought out, and it 
proved a most difficult fault to correct; its elimination bas 

ad more to do with the design of the later forms of gyro 
compasses than any other factor. If & gyro wheel is pre- 
cessed towards and kept pointing to the north рав ordinary 
pendulum weight it will work well on board ship, provided 
that the ship is steaming on a fairly smooth eea; but if the 
direction of the compass points anywhere in the quadrante— 
that is, N.W. or N.E., S.W. or S.E.—and the ship rolls, the 
wheel will try to set itself so as to bring the rim of the 
spinning wheel in line with the roll, and in a long, continued 
and heavy roll the compass may show an error of 20 or more 
degrees, a most serious fault, and one that would render the 
instrument quite useless in a heavy sea. This error is cale 
the ‘‘ quadrantal error." If the compass points direct N. S. E 
or W. the error is nothing, but it would be a maximum n 
any of the directions before mentioned. | 

Anschutz gets rid of the error by multiplying the number 
of his gyro wheels, and by constructing the instrument 45 
eymmetrical as possible. In the year 1914 the Sperry Co. 
claimed to have effected a cure for the error by attaching the 
pendulous weight, not directly to the gyro casing, but through 
& pin arranged to move in a slot in the casing. MN 

In the Brown compass the quadrantal error is elimi- 
nated by making the weight operate completely out of phase 
with the roll—that is, at 90 deg. displacement. MS 

The Brown gyro-compass is shown diagrammatically 
in fig. 4. А is the gyro wheel in its casing B. This case !8 
carried on knife edges M in the vertical ring F, and is thus 
free to tilt under the action of the rotation of the earth. 
The vertical ring turns in azimuth on a frictionless mounting. 
consisting of an oil pump at the bottom of a ball-bearing т at 
the top. xy is the three-phase motor that drives the oil pump. 

The gyro wheel is the rotor of a three-phase motor, and 
current is led into the moving svstem through the three sets 


of iron contact rings R and s. These rings do not touch, but 


the outer set are hollow, and mercury fills the space between 
them,.so that there is little friction. ы. 


‚ The vertical ring is dynamically balanced by two projecting 
weights р. by 
gimbal rings and by the outer row of springs to take up 


Q is the pendulous mounting, suppo 


ч pe se. 


£7 
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. The gyro wheel runs at 15,000 revolutions per minute, and 
thus acts as a powerful blower, giving an air-pressure equal 
to some 3 in. of water. Fixed to the vertical ring, but соп, 
nected through the hollow bearing m to the inside of the 
саве, is the air jet L. This jet blows into the two halves of 
the air box K, and thence through the pipes J. The air-pres- 
sure is thus transmitted to the oil in ike two sets of bottles 
о and D. ' 

‚ н is another air jet similarly mounted and employed to 
act upon а pair of contact-making vanes 1. The contacts, 


Fic. 5.—Gyro WHEEL IN CASE. 


through the agency of the controller which is fixed on the 
switchboard, work the repeaters and the step-by-step motor 
v. This motor forces round the follow-up ring N to keep the 
contact-making vanes 1 always oppone the air jet, and in 
doing this all the repeaters on the ship follow suit. 

U 1$ the compass card fixed to the upper portion of the 
vertical ring, and o is the lubber line support. By removing 
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the four screws marked n the gyro-cempass can, be completely 
removed from the gimbal rings. The instrument thus removeg 
is showp in fig. 2. uuu 
. When the case B is horizontal, the bottles E are half full af 
ой, and the air jet L is blowing equally into the two halyes 
of the air box к; but when the. case tilts, the air pressure 
blows into one side of the box more than the other, and jp 
such a direction as to force the oil from the lower bottle into 
the one raised. There is, therefore, a considerable nghting 
troque indicated by the weight of the oil trying to restore the 
case to the horizontal. E . К 

When the pendulum swings under the action of the rolls 
of the ship the air jet L moves from one side to the other 
side of the air box in tune with the roll, blowing the Oil 
periodically from one bottle to the other. At the ‘middle. 3f 
the swing of the pendulum the air jet 19 at the middle of the 
air box, and there is no difference of air pressure, and there- 
fore no movement of the oil; and when the swing is at the 
end of its path and not moving, the air jet is at one ade pf 
the air box and producing the maximum movement in the 
oil. It will therefore be eeen that the movement of tbe 
pendulum and the movement of the оп are out of phage with 
each other. It is for this reason, given good dynamic balance, 
that there is no quadrantal error whateoever,with this method 
of control. 

Fixed to the eame air box k are the two damping botjles c, 
but the air here acts in the opposite direction. In one of these 
damping bottles is an adjustable needle valve; this valve 
has a constricted passage, and thus the flow of oil from one 
bottle to the other is suitably retarded. | | | 

As regards the accuracy of the compass, one on board v 
flagship in the North Sea during the war was observed with 
particular care, especially during very heavy weather, and t 
was reported that it was never more than 14 deg. from the 
true north position during the whole of the tests. 

Trials on & commercial ship have demonstrated the fact that 
the employment of a gyro-compass resulted in the ship steam- 
ing every day over 3 per cent. greater mileage; in other words, 
one day's steaming in thirty would be saved, resulting in à 
proportionate saving in coal and all other expenses. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Lead,—Messrs. James Forster & Co. report under date 
February 7th :— . 

During the last two market days there has been a good demand at steadily 
udvancing prices, and at the end of yesterday's session values showed a rise 
of fully 856. per ton on the week. The closing prices are £48 15s. February, 
£48 17s. Gd. March, £49 April, £49 55, May, and £49 10s. June, with buyers 
over. The week's turnover is well above 5,000 tons. 

Controlled lead has not been available during the current week, and the 
authorities are still reluctant sellers, their price being nominally £49 net 
ex warehouse. 

A fair quantity of Australian lead has arrived recently, but, owing to the 
delay in obtaining berths, steamers are extremely slow in discharging, and 
this is causing considerable inconvenience in some directions. A small quan- 
tity of Spanish lead is arriving shortly, but very little permanent relief is to 
be expected from this quarter. 

We can see no prospect of any early change in the intrinsic position, and 
cumequently we can only look for a continuance of firm markets tending 
ivwards higher values. 

Messrs. G. Cawson & Co. report :— 

These are the highest prices recorded: in the history of the trade, and it is 
remarkable to see what a strong combination can do in contzolling a market 
when it is backed by ample Ёпапсїа! resources, The position with regard 
to supplies remains unchanged—there is still ample stock of available lead, 
and with the quantities now coming forward, consumers may rest satisfied 
that there will be always plenty of lead to meet their requirements. Con- 
sumers have again taken small parcels. There has also been a little inquiry 
and business done for export. Germany, however, is reported to have resold 
lead here, which they had bought for consumption. The position generally 
is so confused and so much mixed up with the fluctuations of exchange, that 
it is impossible to prognosticate anything definite as to the future. long 
аз speculators continue to control the market, as they are now doing, the 
price must be maintained. It looks as if the consumer may have to wait 
а long time for cheap lead. 


Applications for British Trade Marks.—Appended is a 
summary of the recent applications for British trade marks 
in respect of goods connected with the electrical industries :— 
‚ Agpom. No. 396,624. Claes 13. Electric incandescent 
lamps. Aladdin Renewed Electric Lamp Corporation, 82, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W., October 30th, 1919. 

Jiffysweep. No. 387,572. Class 6. Electric and hand- 
driven vacuum cleaners. Electrical Appliances Co., Ltd., 8, 
Fisher Street, Southampton Row, London, W.C., January 
14th, 1919. 

Bizzysweep. No. 387,573. Olass 6. Electric and hand- 

ven vacuum cleaners. Electrical Appliances Co., Ltd., 8, 
Fisher Street, Southampton Row, London, W.C., January 
Mth, 1919. 

Jiffyklean. No. 387,574. Class 6. Electric and hand-driven 
vacuum cleaners. Electric Appliances Co., Ltd., 8, Fisher 
Street, Southampton Row. London, W.C., January 14th, 1919. 

Bizzyklean. No. 387,575. Class 6. Electric and hand- 
driven vacuum cleaners. Electrical Appliances Co., Ltd., 8, 
Fisher Street, Southampton Row, London, W.C., January 
14th, 1919. 

Sentinel. No. 895,441. Class 8. Electrical cutouts for in- 
скайп failure in the oil feed of internal-combustion engines. 

endrick W. Moerman, 43-6, Southampton Buildings, Chan- 
сету Lane, London, W. O., September 22nd, 1919. 


Philec. No. 396,698. Class 8. Electric batteries. Philadel- 
phia Storage Battery Co., Ontario Street, Philadelphia, 
U.S.A., October 2nd, 1919, | . 

R.M. (letters embodied in design). No. 395,963. Class 8. 
Instruments used in radio telegruphy and telephony, and 
parts of same. R.M. Radio, Ltd., 5, Chancery Lane, London, 
W.C., October 10th, 1919. 

Atmos. No. 390,555. Class 13. Sparking plugs. Arthur 
Cox, " Harlech,” Warwick Road, Olton, Birmingham, May 
Sth, 1919. | 
 Oojah. No. 397,000. Class 13. Sparking plug testers. 
Changeable Sign Co., Ltd., Chippenham Works, Shirland 
Road, London, W., November 10th, 1919. 

, Utility © Autopax electric cooker (lettering combined with 
design). No. 395,981. Class 18. Electric cookers, Automatic 
Telephone Manufacturing Со., Ltd., Milton Road, Edge Lane, 
Liverpool, September 19th, 1919. | 

Olmadun. No. 897,581. Class 6. Electrical and other ap- 
pliances for operating proscenium curtains. Oliver & Dun- 
babin, 9, Fenchurch Buildings, London, E.C., November 25th, 
1919. 

Metrovick. No. 396,424. All goods in Class 6. No. 396,425. 
All goods in Class 8. No. 396,426. All goods in Class 13. 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., 2, Norfolk Street, 
Strand, London, W. C., October 23га, 1919. - 

Series of ten designs comprising initial letters V.M. No. 
396,908. Class 8. Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Lid. 


2, Norfolk Street, Strand, London, W. C., November 9th, 1919. 


Machinery and Electrical Trade of Hongkong.— In а 
recent report on the trade of Hong Kong the U.8. Consul 
remarks that with the war in Europe drawing all possible 
etrength from the factories of the United States and Europe, 
and with uncertain finance and scarcity of raw materials in 
sight, it was but natural that imports of machinery of all 
sorts were comparatively small. What trade there was came 
mostly from the United States, but the chief other feature 
of the year was increasing competition from Japan and from 
China itself in many lines of standard machinery. ‘High 
costs prevented any advancement of new enterprises, while 
all other demands were held down to a minimum for the 
ваше reason. 

In the Consul's opinion, the laid-down cost of most standard 
machinery, including locomotives and cars, machine tools, 
boiler-shop supplies, and equipment, blacksmith-shop equip- 
ment, and all similar goods, will average about 200 per cent: 
of pre-war prices even allowing for favourable exchange, 
while the increase in cost in Hong Kong of electrical goods 
and equipment will be 100 to 200 per cent. Power-house 
equipment has increased 150 per cent. on an average. War 
restrictions on the export of machinery also served to reduce 
trade, for uncertain deliveries made it impossible to develop 
any other than the most pressing enterprises. - 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [Vol 86. No. 3,203, TIM Er 45, 1020, 


206 
In electrical supplies and equipment actual importe were PREECE, OARDEW, SNELL & RIDER, consulting engineers, 8, 
mall. The chief Hong Kong power concern ordered several Queen Anne's Gate, B. W.—Measrs. А. H. Preece, Sir J. F. C. Snell, 


machines in the United States for its new plant, some of 
which arrived before the end of the year; and the chief 
Canton power concern ordered a complete new plant in the 
United States, though none of the equipment was actually 
delivered during the year. Arrangements have been made 
for the reorganisation and re-equipment of other power con- 
cerns though orders have not yet been placed. In electrical 
supplies, Japanese competition has especially been felt. The 
Japanese factories have been turning out cheap fittings, 
lamps, n» wires, cables, conduits, small motors, and all 


are cheap and flimsy 
answer the needs of the ordinary Chinese user and have, and 


costly ex 
dard g are economical in the long run. 


Liverpool Electrica! Lockout, — In Liverpool a more 
serious view is being taken of the effect of the present trouble 
between the National Federated Electrical Association and the 
Electrical Trades Union on the question of the recognition 
of the new code of working rules, which had been approved 
by the District Joint Industrial Council, but had not been rati- 
fed by the National Joint Industrial Council, and could 
not therefore be put into operation. A large number of firms 
not in the Association immediately accepted the new terms, 
as well as a few of them in the Association after a lock-out 
was declared. The E.T.U. had in operation a rule limiting 
overtime, and by ljfting the ban for one month, appear to 
be endeavouring to use the employers who have submitted to 
the rules, against those who have not. There is plenty of 
work at Liverpool at the present time, as well ae a demand 
for electricians, and what'the outcome of the present dispute 


will be so far as concerns the Joint Industrial Council, which 


was set up to eliminate labour troubles, can only be con- 
jectured, but there is a very pronounced feeling of its failure 
to meet circumstances. The root of the trouble is that the 
E.T.U. claims that the new rules do not require ratification 
by the National Joint Industrial Council, whilst the Associa- 
tion contends that the rules agreed upon with the E.T.U. were 
merely recommendations to the National Joint Industrial 
Council. Our local correspondent remarks that it appears that 
at the outset it should have been made clear what are the 
respective functions of the National and the District Councils. 


Manufacture of Telephone Material in Czecho-Siovakia. 
—Two engineers named Capek and Umbach, with experience 
obtained in Europe and the United States in tho manufacture of 
telephone apparatus, are planning to start a factory in Prague for 
the production of auch goods, including telegraph as well as tele- 
phone instruments, railway signalling apparatus, and telephone 
equipment generally. The Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs is 
said to be interesting itself in the venture, as also is the 
Zivnostengka Bank, Prague. 


Electric Fires in Demand.—The Arora Co., of Lough- 
borough, informs us that, owing to the enormously increasing 
business in electric fires, its sales have again doubled this year (had 
it not been for the 18 weeks moulders' strike, they would have been 
trebled), and it is continually appointing new agents in the various 
territories. The present British agents of this company are at 
London, Manchester, Liverpool, Bradford, Newcastle, Birmingham, 
and Glasgow. 


Understamped Letters.—The Department of Overseas 
Trade continues to receive complaints from British Consular repre- 
sentatives abroad regarding the insufficient stamping of letters from 
Home firms. А case is mentioned in the Board of Trade Journal of a 
Consular official in France who had to pay 3:60 fr. on an advertising 
almanack. Presumably many other recipients had a like experi- 
ence. Is such remissness likely to promote friendly business 
relations? If correctly stamped and wrapped, the postage on the 
almanack in question would have been 3d.! In regard to letters, 
the use of special coloured envelopes has much to commend it as a 
means of preventing errors when the posting clerk is rushing 
things off to catch the mail. Is not hurry at post-time preventible 
in a well-organised office ? 


Dissolutions and Liquldations.— F. A. JENNINGS, LTD. 
—Upon the petition of Messrs. Bruntons, of Musselburgh, the 
voluntary winding-up of this company has been ordered to be 
vontinued under the supervision of the Court. Joint liquidator 
appointed: Mr. E. H. Hawkins, 4, Charterhouse Square, Е.С. 

THACKER, BELL & Co., LTD., 44-46, Leadenhall Street, London, 
E.C.3.—This company is winding up voluntarily, with Mr. С, 
Hirst, as liquidator. Meeting of creditors, February 19th, at the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants, Moorgate Place, E.C. 

RHYMNEY VALLEY AND GENERAL ELECTRIC SUPPLY Co., LTD. 
Meeting called for March 6th, at 4, Cathedral Road, Cardiff, to 
hear an account of the winding up from the liquidator, Mr. С, 
Oarpenter, | 


J. Н. Rider, and J. Н. Woodward, have dissolved partnership. 
Debts will be attended to by Messrs. A. H. Preece, J. H. Rider, and 
J. H. Woodward, who will continue the business at the same address, 
under the title of Preece, Cardew & Rider. 

LEE, Воғтон & ELLIOTT, electrical engineers, 10, Porter Street, 
Sheffield.— Messrs. W. Marples, Н. Bufton, and W. Elliott, have 
dissolved partnership. Messrs. Н. Bufton and W. Marples will 
attend to debts, and continue the business under the style of 
Lee & Bufton. 

THE ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 6, Old Jewry, E.C.—Last day for 
proofs for dividend to non-enemy creditors, February 21st. Mr. 
Н. de V. Brougham, Official Receiver and Liquidator, Carey 
Street, W.C. 


New Belgian Company.—A new electrical engineering 
company has lately been formed in Brussels (30-32, Rue de 
Treurenberg), with a capital of 500,000 fr., and the title La Société 
Manufacture d'Appareillage Electrique Niooa. 


New Swedish Wireless Company.— The Svenska Radio 
Aktiebolag is the name of a new company which has recently 


been formed in Stockholm in connection with wireless telegraphy. 


New B.T.H. Works.— The Times states that the Govern- 
ment cartridge factory at Blackheath, Staffordshire, erected during 
the war, has been acquired by the BRITISH THOMSON-HovusTON Co., 
LTD., of Rugby, who expect to find employment in a short time for 
some thousands of hands. 


Catalogues and Lists.—AssociATED FIRE ALARMS, LTD., 
Jewin House, Redcroes Street, Е.С. 1.—Two booklets, " Automatic 
Fire Detection,” and “ Our Record,” describing various systems 
of alarms. - 

THE OVERSEAS ENGINEERING Co, LTD., 75, Curtain Road, 
E.C. 2. List No. 36 (second edition), dealing with National" 
motors and dynamos. Net c.i.f. prices are given. 

Haywoop FounpRIEs, LTD., 30-32, Seaton Street, Euston Road, 
N. W. 1.—Catalogue dealing with castings in non-ferrous metals, 
illustrated by micro-photographs of materials. Comparative testa 
of Haywood's high-tensile bronze and mild steel are given. 

BUILDING Propvucts, LTD. Columbia House, 44-46, King's 
Road, Sloane Square, 8.W. 3.  Eight-page booklet, dealing with 
" Rigifix" bolt-hanger sockets and slotted inserts for use in 
reinforced concrete factory building. Illustrations of installations 
are given. 


New Freuch Electrical Companies.— The Société Hydrau- 


‘ lique Tunisienne has been formed at Paris for the construction of 


electric plant of all kinds for the generation and distribution of 
eleotric energy. Its capital is 500,000 fr. 

La Société d'Entreprises de Reseaux Electriques is the name of 
а new company which has lately been formed in Paris (33, Avenue 
des Champs Elysees), with a capital of 1,000,000 fr. 

With a capital of 1,000,000 fr., the “ Aladdin," Société Anonyme, 
has been established at Paris for the manufacture, purchase, and 
sale of all kinds of electric material, and especially glow and other 
lamps. 

The Société Marocaine de Distribution d'eau, de Gaz, et d'Elec- 
tricité has decided to raise its capital from 5,000,000 to 10,000,000 fr. 

Under the style of Docks Electriques Francais, Bosio, Durand et 
Cie, has been formed at Marseilles, with a capital of 500,000 fr., to 
carry out electric installations. 

There has been formed at Bordeaux the Comptoir Electrique de 
France, Etablissements Besse, Darsses, et Busson Réunis, with a 
capital of 800,000 fr., for trade in electrical apparatus and general 
electric supplies. 

With а capital of 340,000 fr., the Etablissements Nay, of Paris, 
have been constituted a company for the carrying out of electric 
installations. 

The Société des Moteurs et Appareils Electriques Lilliput has 
been established at Paris, with a capital of 500,000 fr., for the 
manufacture of the motors and apparstus bearing the name of 
Lilliput. 

The Société Industrielle d'Electricité has been established at 
Paris for the manufacture and sale of all kinds of electrical require- 
ments. The capital is 750,000 fr. i 

Eve, Noizet et Cie have been formed into a company, with head- 
quarters at Paris, for the manufacture, purchase, and sale of all 
kinds of electric motors. The capital of the new concern is 
200,000 fr. 

There has been formed at Grenoble, under the style of La 
Dauphinoise Electrique, a company whose object is the making, 
repair, and sale of electrical material. The capital is 300,000 fr. 

With the designation of Société d'Entreprise d’Electricité haa 
been constituted at Paris a company, with 25,000 fr. capital, for 
the carrying out of electrical installations. 

For the acquisition and working of an electrio apparatus 
business, MM. H. Boucket and E. Aubignat have formed them- 
selves into a company at Paris, with a capital of 50,000 fr.“ 

There із a question of forming a company at Rennes for the 
supply of electricity to the district centres of the Provinoe of 
Brittany. The title of the proposed company is to be l'Electricité 
en Brétagne. 


Marine Motor Exhibition at Olympia.—A Motor Boat 
and Marine and Stationary Engine Exhibition will be held at 
Olympia from March 12th to 20th. А number of electrical 
and allied manufacturers are exhibiting, and it is stated that 
nearly all the space haa been let, 
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` Book Notices.—A. Handbook of the Library of Commerce 
attached to the Bristol Municipal Public Libraries has been issued. 
Itnot only contains lists of all trade and technical books, directories 
and journals that are on file, but also particulars of the principal 
subjects covered in these publications, the references being kept up- 
to-date in the form of a card index at the librarv. There are one 
or two slips, such as the reference to The Times Engineering 
Supplement being " weekly " whereas it is monthly, but the publi- 
cation is likely to be very convenient for visitors’ use. The city 
librarian will weloome additional commercial literature, including 
trade catalogues. 

" Volumetric Tests on Scientific Glassware, Class A Tests, and 
Clas B Teste,” 35 pp. Volumetric glassware has been tested 
on a small scale at the National Physical Laboratory for the 
past 15 years. With the growth of the industry in this country, 
it was felt that the scope of the work should be widened, 
and consequently, a new building has just been completed 
at the Laboratory specially equipped for dealing with this class of 
work on a large scale. In addition to the testa of scientific 
acouracy, provision bas been made for testing apparatus intended to 
possess only commercial or Class B accuracy. A full account of 
the toleranoes allowed, methods of test, details of construction, 
test fees, &c., ia given in the new edition of the Laboratory Test 
Pamphlet, copies of which may be obtained, free of charge, from the 
Director, The National Physical Laboratory, Teddington, Middlesex. 

“Welfare Work," Vol. I, No. 1. The Journal of the Welfare 
Workers’ Institute, 16 pp. price 2d. (monthly).—Devoted to 
articles on the various aspects of welfare work in industry by 
well-known authorities, and to reports of the activities of the 
Institute and ite members. 

"New Forms of Instruments for showing the presence and 
amount of Combustible Gas in the Air." By E. R. Weaver and 
В. E. Weibel. 44 pp. Scientific Paper, No. 334, of the 0.8. Bureau 
of Standards. Washington: Government Printing Office. 15 cents. 
—This paper describes three types of instrument for gas detection, 
all depending upon the combustion of the gas in the surrounding 
atmosphere by an electrically-heated wire. This surface oom- 
bustion takes place at a temperature much lower than the normal 
ignition temperature in air. The instruments dealt with are the 
“compensated bridge indicator,” the “glowing wire indicator,’ 
and the “ bimetallic detector." The publication is illustrated by 
diagrams and curves recording the instruments’ performances. 

" Constants of Radiation of a Uniformly-Heated Enclosure.” By 
W. W. Coblentz. 7 pp. Scientific Paper, No. 357, of the U.S. 
Bureau of Standards. Washington: Government Printing Office. 
5 centsa.—Giving the results of experiments and investigations to 
ascertain the coefficient of total radiation of а so-called black 
body " with oorrections for reflection losses. 

Institution of Civil Engineers. Abstracts of Papers in Scientific 
Transactions and Periodicals" (new series). January, 1920, No. 2. 
London: The Institution. 

“The Telegraphists Guide.“ By Bell & Wilson. Pp.xiv + 258, 
figs. 178. London: S. Rentell & Co, Ltd. Price 5s. net. In this, 


the eighth edition, the chapters have been re-arranged and the 


subject matter brought up-to-date. A new chapter on central 
battery working has been added, and the sections dealing with 
concentration switches, and the “Megger” and " Bridge-Megger," 
have been expended. 

""Telephonio Transmission.” By J. d. Hill. Pp. xiv + 398, 
figs. 185. London: Longmans, Green & Co. Price 218. net. 

„Vickers News.” Vol. І, No. 9, 16 pp. London: Vickers, Ltd. 
Includes articles on surface hardening and porcelain fittings pro- 
duction. 

" Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers.” Vol. LVIII, 
No. 287. January, 1920. London: E. and F. N. Spon, Ltd. 
Price 10s. Gd. This issue contains the following papers :— The 
Design of Multiple-Stage Amplifiers using Three-Electrode Ther- 
mionio Valves," by Prof. C. L. Fortescue ; Carbon Aros for Search- 
lights," by Messrs. C. C. Paterson, J. W. T. Walsh, A. K. Taylor, 
and W. Barnett; The Short Tungsten Filament as a source of 
Light and Electrons,” by Mr. G. Stead; and an address to the 
Studentsa’ Section by Mr. A. P. Trotter. 

" The British Dominions Year Book for 1920" has been issued 
(Is.) by the Eagle, Star and British Dominions Insurance Co., Ltd. 
It contains many interesting articles on industrial, financial, trade, 
housing, shipping, transportation, female labour, science and the 
war, and other questions ; also a good deal of matter relating to 
post-war events, war honours, &c. 

" Journal of the British Science Guild," No. 10, January, 1920, 
49 pp., price 6d. (734. including postage).—Among the subjects 
dealt with are the Need for Rewarding Medical Disoovery," and 
"Scienoe and Lebour.' Copies of the Journal may be obtained 
from the Secretary, 6, John Street, Adelphi, W.C. 2. 

" Thermal Expansion of Insulating Materials," Scientific Paper 
No. 352 of the U.S.A. Bureau of Standards. 31 pp., price 10 cents. 
Washington : Government Printing Office.—This publication gives 
data relating to tbe thermal expansion of the more important 
insulating materials such as porcelain, fibre, hard rubber, bakelite, &c. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— WALTER HENRY MELLON, 
electrical engineer, late trading as H. B. Wallis & Co., 37, Elliott 
Road. Chiswick, Middlesex. late 43, Turnham Green Terrace, 
Chiswick.—The Receiving Order in this matter was made on 
debtor's petition. It appeared from the statement of affairs sub- 
mitted that the liabilities amount to £384, and assets £155, thus 
leaving a deficiency amounting to £228, Debtor commenced busi- 
ness on his own account four years ago at a small workshop at 
Chardin Road, Chiswick, with a capital of £50 to £60, and in 
June, 1917, in partnership with another, he opened a shop at 
49, Turnham Green Terrace, under the name of Н. В. Wallis & Co., 


his contribution being about £50 worth of stock, and the partners 
£50 and a few fittings. The business was carried on successfully, 
and in September, 1918, another shop was opened at 43, Turnham 
Green Terrace, and in February, 1919, the partner took over the 
premises at 49, Turnham Green Terrace, and the partnership busi- 
ness was continued at No. 43. In August, 1919, the partnership 
was dissolved, the debtor paying his partner £60 for his interest, 
and he carried on the business until December 12th, 1919, when he 
sold the goodwill, fittings and fixtures for £100, which was mostly 
paid to creditors. These payments are being further inquired into. 
Debtor states thát he did not become aware of his position until 
December 12th, 1919, when the business was sold. Debtor alleges 
as causes of failure mismanagement of business during his illness. 
At the first meeting of creditors held last week, the matter was left 
in the hands of the Official Receiver. 

W. H. HowARD (Holborn Electrical Co.), electrical engineer, 
b, Featherstone Buildings, Holborn, and Finsbury Park, N.— 
Application for debtor's discharge will be heard February 27th, at 
Carey Street, W.C. 


Trade Announcements.—The electrical repair shop of 
Messes. ROBINSON & HANDS ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., is at Aston, 
not Ashton, as stated here last week. 

MEssRS. BARNETT & SOANS, of Kettering, have opened a further 
branch at 8, Sheep Street, Wellingborough, under the management 
of Mr. L. E. Troath, late of the Wellingborough Electric Supply 
Co. Manufacturers’ and agents’ lists are wanted there. 

THE ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING AND Motor Oo., of which 
Мт. G. Mercer is manager, has opened new works and showroom 
premises at Pontefract Road, Castleford. 

Messrs. SLACK & CLARKE, electrical engineers, of Rotherham, 
having dissolved partnership, the business will be continued under 
the management of Mr. J. Slack. 

Mr. A. R. Walmsley, who purchased from the trustee the 
business of Mr. George Hill, electrical, mechanical, and tramway 
engineer, of Trafford Electric Works, Manchester, and formed the 
business into a private limited company (Gro. HILL & Co., LTD.) 
in 1910, has transferred his oontrolling interest to Mr. J. Н. 


Mr. G. B. Broughton, of the General Electric Co., Birmingham, 
has been appointed manager of the Midland branch of the ELEC- 
TRICAL APPARATUS Co., LTD., of London, S. W. 8, in place of the 
late Mr. A. G. Way. The address of the branch office is :—Carlton 
House, High Street, Birmingham. Telephone No.: Central 
7478." Telegraphic address: Elapratus, Birmingha m." 

As we go to press we learn that the businesses of the ELECTRICAL 
APPARATUS Co., LTD., and Mrssrs. BRAY, MARKHAM & REIss, 
LTD., have been amalgamated. We shall give further particulars 
next week. 

MxssRS. E. & C. GATES, since demobilisation, have recommenced 
pusiness at 56, London Street, Norwich, where they are 
upon all classes of electrical installation work and advertising signs. 
They have issued an eight-page illustrated publication on country- 
house lighting. 

Payment By Nesults.— Гле Times states that 600,000 
members of the engineering Trade Unions are to ballot on the 
question of payment by resulte. The ballot will be taken at an 
early date. Conferences recently held at York between engi- 
neering employers and workers failed to arrive at any agreement 
on this question. 

The Daily Telegraph stated, on Wednesday, that an important 
industrial agreement between the Engineering and National 
Employers’ Federations and the many Trade Unions included in 
the National Federation of General Workers had resulted from the 
recent private conferences at York, and was to be submitted to the 
constituent bodies for acceptance. The proposals relate to a 
47-hours’ week, and are standard, and not minimum. The 
question of a two-shift day or threa-shift system is left over for 
another conference. Employers are to be permitted to introdace 
systems of payment by result, a muoh-vexed question, on specified 
conditions. Piece-work prices and bonus or basis times are to be 
such as will enable workmen of average ability to earn at least 
334 per cent. over the present time rates, excluding war bonuses. 
No Union workman is to be required to work more than 32 hours’ 
overtime in any four weeks after full shop hours have been worked, 
allowance being made for time lost through recognised causes. A 
special conference is to be held to discuss the schemes of payment 
by results, such to include those who contribute to produotion 
withont being direct producers. The consolidation of war wages 
is also for future consideration. 

Soclal.— The 14th annual concert of the Bradford 
tramway employés took place on February 8rd at St. George's Hall. 
The Tramway Department Military Band was in attendance. 

Catalogues Wanted.— Mr. J. C. Exvy, of Loughboro’, 
Westland Road, Watford, would be glad to receive catalogues of all 
electrical appliances used in film production studios, hotels, &c. 

Foreign Trade.—JANUARY Fiaures.—The following 
are the values given of electrical goods and machinery in the official 
returns of imports and exports for January :— 


January, inc, or 

1920. dec, 

IMPORTS. , & & 
Electrical goods, &с, ... aoe 77,869 + 1,640 
Machinery sod э» „++ 1,513,676 + 218,860 

EXPORTS. 

Electrical goods, &.  ... „„ ` 690,394 + 404,049 
Machinery eee Р es 3,733,365 + 2,072,458 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdare, — YEAR’S WonkiNG. — The statement of 
accounts for the year ended March 31st, 1919, gives the total 
income of the Electricity Department as £8,521, and the total 
expenditure and allowances as £6,337, leaving a gross profit of 
£3,184. "The net result after deduction of loan intereat, &c., was a 
credit balance of £108. 


Barrow.— WATER POWER. — The Corporation has been 
asked to appoint a Committee to discuss with a representative of 
Messrs. Vickers, Ltd., the question of hydro-electric developments 
in the Duddon Valley. 


Belgrade.— STRIKE.—As a protest against threats made 
by the Minister of the Interior to intern the leaders of the Com- 
munist party, a general one-day strike was declared on February 
5th. The city was in darkness, and the tramways suspended by 
the closing of the power stations. 


Blackburn.— ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—Applications from 
the Rishton and Great Harwood Urban District Councils for 
supplies of electricity, and also from Preston for a temporary 
aupply, on the completion of the new generating station, have been 
accepted by the Corporation, subject to satisfactory financial 
arrangements being made with the Commissioners, 


Boltog.—Nxw  PLANT.—The Minister of Health has 
sanctioned the borrowing of £44,495 for the provision of four boilers, 
with accessories, for the Back-o -th'-Bank generating station. 


Bradford.—PLant ExrENsION.— The Corporation is 
applying for authority to purchase a 5,000-Kw. set with steam 
plant in accordance with the advice of the consulting engineer. 


Cannock.—CoNsuLTANT.—The Urban District Council 
has decided to engage the services of Mr. Ellis as electrical expert, 
at a fee of 100 guineas and expenses, to advise the Council on 
matters relating to the supply of electricity in the area. 


Chester.—JorNT Boarp.—A meeting is being held at 
Chester, this week, when representatives of various districts will 
discuss the question of formulating a joint-supply scheme for the 
counties of Cheshire and Flintshire. Queensferry has been 
suggested as a probable supply centre. 


Continental.— HOLLAND. — The consumption of electric 
power in Ámsterdam has increased at such a rate during the last 
three months that the municipality proposes to extend and enlarge 
the power stations in 1920. A credit of Fl. 1,900,000 has been 
applied for.— Economie Review. 


.. SPAIN.—AÀ concession has recently been granted for the estab- . 


lishment of a plant to utilise the water power of the River Douro, 
near Zamora, for the generation of electrical energy for lighting 


and power purposes, 


Dewsbury.—ExTensions.— The Electricity Committee 
recommends application for power to borrow £8,500 for the 
purchase of equipment in connection with securing a bulk supply 
of electricity from the Yorkshire Electric Power Co., and £13,620 
for feeder and cable extensions. 


Doncaster.— New PLANT. — The Town Council has 
decided to apply for power to install two 3,000-Kw. generating 
gets at the works, which will coat about £120,000. 

HoUsE WIRINGd.— The Town Council has applied to the Housing 
Commissioner for permission to refund £120 on wiring 42 new 
dwellings for electric lighting. 


Dondee.— ELECTRICAL CorTAGE.—To show the advan- 
tages of using electricity in a dwelling-house for all purposes 
lighting. cooking and motive power—a cottage is to be erected by 
the Housing and Town Planning Committee. 


Farnham.—PRicE INcREASE.—TThe Electric Light Co. 
has increased its charge for power to 6d. per unit. The pre-war 
price was 2d. 


Fljl.— SUVA SUPPLY SCHEME.—Aoccording to the Board 
of Trade Journal, the Municipal Council of Suva has been 
authorised to proceed with an electricity supply scheme extending 
to a distance of three miles beyond the town’s boundaries. All 
the material for the construction of this project is to be admitted 
to the colony duty free. 


Gillingham (Kent).—NeEW PLant.—The Town Council 
has decided to install at the electricity works two additional 
Diesel engines, at an estimated cost of between £30,000 and 
£40,000. 


Halifax.— ExTENsIons.—The Town Council proposes to 
undertake electricity extensions to cost about £170,000. The Elec- 
tricity Committee, along with the Gas Committee, has appointed 
a deputation—including one or two persons outside of the Council 
with special knowledge--to visit towns to obtain information on 
the best method of utilising gas in connection with the gas and 
electricity departments, 


ELECTRICAL KE VIE W. [Уо]. 86. No. 2,203, FEBRUARY 13, 199, 


Hastings, — РкогохЕр “EXTENSIONS. — The borough 
electrical engineer has submitted a scheme for а new generating 
station, which has secured the approval of Sir John Snell. The 
report prepared was adopted by the Council. 


Liverpool.— EXTENSIONS.—Building operations on the 
extension of the Lister Drive power station are to be extended for 
a further period of 12 months, It is intended to install several 
new cooling towers. Tenders have been accepted for two batteries 
of a total capacity of 165,000 vallons per hour, and six steel cooling 
towers of a total capacity of 750,000 gallons per hour. 

YEAR'S WORKING.—The total revenue from the electricity 
supply undertaking for the year ended December 31st, 1919, was 
£629,539, and the total expenditure £416,773, leaving a gross 
balance of £212,766 allocated as follows: — То interest, E 70.452: 
sinking fund, 460.477 : renewals fund, £31,837 ; and contributed 
to general rate, £50,000. 


London. — IIACKN EY. — The Electricity Committee 
recommends the expenditure of £66,150 for generating plant 
and accessories and £105,000 for steam- raising plant and the 
necessary buildings. | 

STEPNEY.—The borough engineer recommends the installation 
of two 1,500-K Ww. rotary converters, which, with the necessary 
foundations, switchgear, &c., will cost approximately £28,600. 


Lydd (Kent).—M iru rrany Piant.—The Town Council 
has approached the War Office with a view to acquiring the electric 
light plant at the Balloon School and utilising it for supplying 
electricity to the town. 


Nelson.— Ex rENsIONs.— Tenders, amounting to £82,869, 
have been accepted by the Town Council for extensions of plant at 
the electricity works. It is stated that the continued running of 
the station has been endangered by fuel shortage, and at one time 
only three days' stock remained. 


Oldham.—Hovuse Ілонтімө. — The Corporation has 
decided to install electric lighting in the dwellings being con. 
structed under the municipal housing scheme. 


Peterborough.— LOAN.— The Council is applying for 
sanction to borrow £4,000 for house services and meters, 
instead of £2,000, as originally estimated, owing to the increased 
applications for the supply of electricity. 


Sheffieid. —FrRE.—Serious damage was caused by an 
outbreak of fire at the Sheaf Street power station, on February 5th. 
Fortunately, the fire occurred in the morning, but, nevertheless, 
many business houses were unable to secure a supply for iHumina- 
tion, which was badly needed on account of.the foggy weather. 


Stockton.— Mains ExTENSIONS.—TTo extend the area of 
supply to outlying districts, the electrical engineer recommends 
the laying of E.H.T. mains and L.T. distributors. The scheme 
involves the erection of .a sub-station. The Electricity Com- 
missioners are to be consulted in the matter. 


Stoke-on-Trent. NEW Sration.—The electrical and 
consulting engineers have advised the Council that a new generating 
station, to have an ultimate capacity of 30,000 KW., 1s urgently 
required. A special meeting of the Council is being called to con- 
sider the proposals. | 


St. Annes,.— ExrENsSIONS.—In order to cope witli the 
increase in consumers, the electrical engineer proposes mains and 
feeder-cable extensions costing £10,071. The Council is applying 
for a loan of this amount. . 

Watford.—LoANs.—The Urban District Council hss 
applied for loans amounting to £15,300 for sub-stations, equip- 
ment, mains, public lighting, house services, transformers, meters, 
and feeder panels. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Aberdare.— VEAR'S WORK NG.— The report for the year 
ended March 3lst, 1919, shows that the total income from the 
tramways and 'buses was £20,758, and expenditure £18,081—3 
gross profit of £5.677. A net profit of £3,855 was transferred to 
the appropriation account. | 


Blackpool, —ExPENDITURE.—January's account approved 
by theCorporation totals £555.539. Nearly one-half is accounted 
for by the purchase of the Blackpool and Fleetwood tramroad under- 
taking, the following items appearing :—Blackpool and Fleetwood 
Tramroad Co., Ltd., £246,794 бв. 9d; John Cameron, £10,000 : 
Blackpool and Fleetwood Tramroad Co., Ltd. (directors), £4,000. 


Bradford.—New Car.—The city tramway manager has 
introduced a new type of car. with a closed upper deck, for addi- 
tion to the local trackless car service. The existing vehicles are 
single deck, accommodating 29 passengers. The new type. for the 
building of which the Ministry of Transport has given sanction, 
will carry 51 persons. Only one car is to be built at first, as 8n 
experiment, and the construction will be carried out at the Thornbury 
Works of the Tramways Department. Sanction has also been 
received to increase the weight of the present railless cars from 
5 tons loaded to 5 tons unloaded, so that cars can be built on à 
more substantial basis, and, therefore, have a longer life. | 
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Ashton-under-Lyne.— Fare INOCREA BE. Perny fares 
have been abolished on the Corporation tram ways, and a minimum 
fare of 11d. haa been instituted on all the principal routes. 


Continental.— ЗРАІХ, — Зетеге street fighting is reported 
from Santanda (Spain) between the tramway employés on strike 
and gendarmes. The authorities endeavoured to maintain the 
tramway services with the aid of volunteers and gendarmerie to 
elear the routes, but found it necessary to fire on the strikers. 
The latter fired back, and in the passage of arms four tramwaymen 
‘were injured. ` PU 

Doncaster. CAR DEO T.— It is reported that the lowest 
tender for a proposed new tramway shod was £7,983, and the 
borrowing powers extended only to £5,500, The Council authorised 
the Electricity and Tramways Committee to accept the tender, and 
further application is to be made for power to borrow the excess. 


Dover.—Fare Increase.—The Corporation is applying 
for authority to increase the tramway fares by 50 per cent. The 
present rate is 1d. per mile. BS А АЫ 

ADDITIONAL CARS.—The Town Council has received sanction to 


` 
3 


a loan of £6,000 for the purchase of three new tramcars. 


Dablin.—TRAMwAYS Prorits.—IJt is announced that the 
‘total profit made by the Dublin United Tramways for the year 
ended December 31st, 1919, was £118,271. A motion put forward, 
at a meeting of the Corporation last week, to postpone the question 
of municipalisation for a year, was defeated. 


Hnddersfield.—OpProsition то BILLS.— The Corpora- 
tions of Huddersfield and Halifax are up against each other 
with regard to their respective Parliamentary Bills. Halifax 
is going to oppose the Huddersfield proposal to undertake tramway 
and motor-'bus extensions which affect the interests of Halifax in 
some of the townships between the two places ; and Huddersfield 
is to oppose the Halifax proposal to extend tramways to Eiland ria 
Elland Wood Bottom. | 


India.—RaiL WAY EÉLECTRIFICATION.—At the meeting 


-of the Imperial Legislative Council, held on September 23rd, 


1919, the following resolution, which was moved by the 
President of the Bengal Chamber, was adopted :—" This Council 
recommends to the Governor-General in Council the immediate 
consideration of the electrification of the subarban railways within 
25 miles of Calcutta, and of the improvement generally of local 
passenger transport and terminal facilities." — Board of Trude 
Journal. | 


Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway.—In the estimate 
of further expendittre on capital account, the item electric 
power stations, &c.," figures at £120,500 for the year ending 
December, 1920, and 4 80,200 subsequently. The total train- 
miles run electrically during 1919 were 1,968,058. 


Leeds,.—OvERCRowDING.—'The medical officer of the 
West Riding County Council has asked the Corporation to take 
steps to remedy the present overcrowding of the cars, as he 
considers it extremely detrimental to the public health. 


London.— UNDERGROUND RAILWA VS. —Iu an interview 
with a Press representative on Saturday, an official of the Un i-r- 
ground Railways gave the following interesting figures illustrative 
of increased working expenses :— | 


1914. 1920. 
Coal . per ton 148. 1114. 428. 5d. 
Steel rails TN £1 £20 78. 64, 
Mild steel ae £7 28. 6d. £25 
Bar iron. „ £7 158. £25 
Lubricating oil...per gal. 18. 5d 3s. 7d. 
Paints ... .. per cwt. 23a. 5d 508. 9d. 
Cost of an omnibus £550 £1,200 
„ u eight - car train 417,900 £58,720 
„ „ 9 tramcar £ 900 £2,500 


— Financial Times, 


ELKCTRIC VAN.—The first of the 2-ton electric parcel delivery 
vans was put in commission last week by the Metropolitan Railway 
Co. It is fitted with " Ironclad " accumulators with a capacity of 
226 ampere-hours. Its average speed is 10 M.P.H., and it can run a 
distance of from 35 to 40 miles on one charge. 

MAXIMUM SPEED.—The London United Tramways Co. is asking 
the Board of Trade to sanction a maximum speed limit of 16 miles 
an hour. The Hammersmith Council urges that the limit should 
be 12 miles an hour.—74e Times. 

ACCIDENT-—On February 5th eight passengers were injured in 
а collision between а tramcar and motor-omnibus at Vauxhall 
Cross. The bus endeavoured to cross the lines in front of the car, 
but failed to pass in time. 


Manchester. — ExTensions.— It is anticipated that 
шашу #160,000 will be expended during the financial year 
1920-21, upon additional cars and accommodation. ' 


_ Portsmonth,—Fare Increase. — The tramway fares 
were raised 50 per cent., as from February 5th. 


` Rochdale-—New Track.—The Tramways Committee is 

1 the consent of the Ministry of Transport to the laying of a 

1 Ine of track along Bridge Street. from Bury Road corner, 
t electricity works, in place of the existing single line, 


"TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Automatic Telephones.— The Bolton Town Council has 
appointed a deputation to. interview the Postmaster-General, in the 
hope of securing a reversal of the decision of the authorities to 
install a new manual telephone equipment rather than an automatic 
exchange there next year. The automatic syatem has been refused 
on the ground that the cost is prohibitive. | 


Costa Rica.—On December 31st, 1918, there were 12? 
telegraph offices, 1,514 telephones, and 2.291 miles of telephone 
wire in operation. Excluding cable and wireless messages, 416,831 
telegrams were sent during the year 1917-18, the revenue 
received being 223,045 colons. The nominal value of the colon 18 
just under 2s. | , 


Germany.—It is stated by the German Minister of Posts 


and Telegraphs that the working of the postal and telegraph 
services during 1920 is expected to result in a deficit of 1,250,000,000 


marks. and a still further increase in the charges for these services 


is indispensable. 


Pacific Cables.— The report of the Pacific Cable Board 
for the financial year ended March 31st, 1919, with statement of 
accounts, shows that the net traffic receipts were £554,611, which 
exceed those of 1917-18 by £152,537. The increase was the 
result of war conditions. The expenditure exceeded that of the 
preceding year by £23,818. During the year over 8,300,000 paying 
words of international traffic other than local traffic in Australasia 
and the Pacific were handled. This was over 800,000 words in 
excess of the total during the previous year, but 439,000 less than 
the total for 1916-17. Free messages to, from, and in relation to 
wounded members of the Expeditionary Forces totalled 200,000 
words, against 600,000 in the preceding year. In addition to inter- 
national traffic, 1,830,000 paying words were carried during the 
year between Australia and New Zealand and between Australasia 
and the Pacific Islands. Throughout the year there was great 
congestion, primarily due to the large amount of Govern- 
ment traffic. At times it became a matter of great difficulty 
to control the acceptance of traffic, and Government Depart- 


ments and the Press were appealed to with the object of 


reducing their cabling in the interests of the public. The Board is 
indebted to the Press for forbearance during these times of 
pressure. 

The cable section between Norfolk Island and Southport 
became faulty on August 19th, 1918, and repair by the /rix was 
completed on September 5th, 1918. A total interruption of the 
cable did not take place until the ship cut in, but the fault 
rendered duplex working impracticable. The breakdown of this 
cable did not have any serious effect upon traftic as it was possible 
to circulate via Auckland and Sydney all messages which would 
ordinarily have gone over the Southport cable. Daring the 
repair operations the Norfolk Island-Auckland cable was 
accidentally cut. This led to the discovery of a section in an un- 
satisfactory condition which would not have been detected but for 
the accident. The weak spot was cut out and the cable was 
restored within a few hours. The other cables were maintained 
without interruption and in excellent condition. The depots, 
instruments, and plant generally. have continued in good order. 

The /ris continues in first-class condition, aad in addition to the 
operations at Norfolk Island, carried out two repairs (April, 1918, 
and November, 1918) to the Cook Straits cables on behalf of the 
New Zealand Post and Telegraph Department, and repaired one of 
the cables between Sydney and Wellington for the Eastern 
Extension Telegraph Co., in October, 1918. | 

The landline between Montreal and ‘Bamfield, which the Board 
leases from the Canad'an Pacific Railway Co., worked well during 
the year under review and suffered few serious interruptions. A 
further lind, between Halifax (Nova Scotia), and Montreal haa 
been leased from the Canadian Pacific Railway for a period of 10 
years with liberty to terminate the lease at an earlier date on pay- 
ment of specified penalties. The Halifax connection is worked by 
the Board's staff and maintained in good order by the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Co. The Board has direct connection with the 
terminus at Halifax of the Imperial Atlantic Cable which ia also 
operated by the Board's staff, the English end being operated by 
the British Post Office. The Jandline in Australia, between Sydney 
and Melbourne, which is operated by the Board's ataff, gave very 
satisfactory service throughout the year. 


Radio Research Board.—A Radio Research Board has 
been established by the Department of Scientific and Industria] 
Research to co-ordinate and develop researches into wireless tele- 
graphy and telephony at present being undertaken by Government 
Departments, with the following membership :—Admiral of the 
Fleet. Sir Henry B. Jackson, F.R.S., chairman; Commander J. 8. 
Salmond, R.N., Lieut.-Col. A. G. T. Cusins, Wing-Commander A D. 
Warrington Morris, Mr, E. H. Shaughnessy, and Prof. J. E. Petavel, 
F.R.S., representing the Admiralty, War Office. Air Ministry, Post 
Office, and Department of Scientific and Industrial Research respec- 
tively ; and Prof. Sir Ernest Rutherford, F.R.S. 


The Hague.—A new telephone exchange on the semi- 
automatic system has just been opened at Scheveningen, after over 
five years delay. It had been intended to complete the exchange in 
1914, when the plant and equipment—supplied by the Western 
Electric Co.— were lying at Antwerp, but these were seized by the 
Germans on the occupation of this port and scattered broadcast, 
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South Africa.— The number of telegraph offices increased 


during 1918 from 1,708 to 1,738, and the number of messages from 
6,174,888 to 6,619,635. 


The Telegraph Service.—It is estimated that at the 
Central Telegraph Office alone the daily number of 
dealt with usually ranges between 120,000 and 165,000, the highest 
total being 365,353 on the occasion of the railway strike, on 
September 29th, 1919. The total number of telegrams handled is 
close upon 90 millions. The number of telegraph offices in the 
United Kingdom in now approximately 14,000, and the record 
number of words transmitted in one day is 1,885,400 words, on 
December 5th, 1910. 


United States.—A severe snowstorm, accompanied by a 
north-east gale, did much damage, last week, in the entire eastern 


part of the States, and both telegraphic and telephonic communi- 
cation was interrupted. 


Wireless Telephony.—It is reported in the daily Press 
that experiments in wireleas telephony across the Atlantic between 
Britain and the U.S.A. are now being carried out. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


С ө Sees oe arene heats и Мылы сы arb rend rrt 
the issue of the ELBOTRICAL REVIEW in which the " Official 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Aberdare.— Urban District Council. Electricity and 


Tramways Department. Stores for 12 months, including cables, 
meters, joint boxes, electric lampe, &c. (February 6th.) 


Aldershot.— February 17th. Urban District Council. 


Blectricity Department. Geared turbine and generator, condensing 
plant, pumps, water-tube boiler and superheater, cables, &o. 
(January 23rd.) 


Australia, —M ELBOURNE.—March 80th. City Council. 
12,000 metal filament incandescent lamps. (February 6th.) 

April 12th. City Council. Two 2,000-kw. rotary converters; 
H. T. switohgear, 6,600 v.; D.C. switchgear, 600 v. (January 30th.) 


Bedford, — February 21st. Electricity Department. 
E. H. T. cable and transformers, k. H. T. switchgear. (February 6th.) 


. Belfast.—February 14th. Tramways Committee. Tram- 
way atores, including electrical accessories, cable, lamps, carbon 
brushes, trolley wire, &o. (January 23rd.) 


Belgium.— February 27th. Municipal authorities of 
Villers-le-Peuplier (Province of Liege) are inviting tenders for the 
concession for the supply of electrical energy for lighting and 
power purposes in the distriot. 

February 16th. La Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Vici- 
naux, Brussels (48, Rue Montoyer) Supply of 15,000 kg. of copper 
wire, 4 m/m. dia., in connection with the telephone installation. 


Bedwas (Mon.) — March 4th. 
Colliery Co., Ltd. Six months’ supply of stores, including elec- 
trical goods, &c. (February 6th.) 


Bristol.—February 28rd. Electricity Department. One 


2,000-kw., single-phase, 2,200-v. turbo-generator, complete with 
condenser and auxiliaries, (February 6th.) 


Chester-le-Street (Co. Durham).—March 8rd. Urban 
District Council. Underground mains and all equipment for lighting 
district by electricity. F.J. Gray, Clerk, Council Offices. 


Easington, — Rural District Council. Extension of 
Easington parish electric lighting. Specification, &c., from Mr. 
E. N. Simpson, Brampton House, Easington, Co. Durham. 


Farnworth.— February 25th. Urban District Council. 
One 760-Kw. rotary converter, transformer, switchgear and instru- 
ments, cables, &c. (See this issue.) 


Hammersmith, — March 3rd. Electricity Committee. 
Stores for 12 months, including electric light sundries, insulated 
wire, meters, jointing compound, &o. (See this issue.) 


Kings Lynn.—February 20th. Electricity Department. 
One Lancashire boiler, auperheater, piping, &c. (January 30th.) 


Lincoln,.— March 2nd. Electricity Department. One 


ши battery, for St. Swithin’s Power Station. 
oth. 


London.—H.M. Office of Works. February 13th. Supply 
of electric cable and wire during period ending December 31st, 
1920. (February 6th.) 

CAMBERWELL.—St. Giles’ Board of Guardians. 


Three 5-H.P. 
and 15-H. P. A. C. motors, and one fan. (February 6th.) 


Bedwas Navigation 


(February 


.— TAMATAVE.—Marcb 1st. Paris, Ministère 
des Colonies (Service Administratif Colonial). Construction of 
water and electric supply services in the City of Tamatave, inolud- 
rd development of the Volobefalla, and supply of electric machinery, 


Manchester.—February 17th. 
(a) Steel girder tramway rails; (b) tramoar trucks; (c) controllers 
for tramcars. Mr. J. M. McElroy, General Manager. 

February 21st. Corporation Waterworks Committee. Water 
turbine, dynamo and switchboard, &o. ; storage battery, reversible 
booster, motor generator, switchboard, D.C. motors, starting 
&.; L. r. paper-insulated lead-covered cables. (February 6th.) 

February 26th. Electricity Oommittee. Three three-wire 
balancers, and the necessary switchgear, for Dickinson Street gen- 
erating station. Mr. F. G. Hughes. secretary, Electricity Depart- 


New Zealand.— DuxRDIX.— April 26th. The Imperial 
Trade Correspondent at Dunedin has forwarded a copy of the speci- 
fications and plans in connection with a call for tenders by the 
Dunedin City Council for (а) electric car bodies; (b) car trucks; 
and (c) car equipment. These documents may be consulted by 
British firms interested, a& the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, S. W. 
(Room 49). Copies of the specifications and plans сап be obtained 
from the Town Clerk, Dunedin, on payment of a fee of £1 (return- 
able as usual), 


Plymouth, — February 16th. Corporation Transport 
Department. 20 motor chassis, 20 enclosed omnibus bodies, 1! 
double-deck tramcars, 100 tons steel rails, six tons fish plates, one 
motor generator set, one 5 cwt. power hammer. (February 6th.) 


Salford.—February 23rd. Electricity Department. Two 
water-tube boilers, with stokers, mechanical-draught plant, &. 
(See this issue.) | 

Spain.—The municipal authorities of Cambados have 


lately invited tenders for the concession for the electric lighting of 
the town. 


 Uruguay.—February 27th. General Administration of 
the Electric Power Station of the State. 97,500 electric metal- 
filament lamps. The Management, Calle Julio Herreva v Obes, 
1,458, Montivideo.— Board of Trade Journal. 


CLOSED. 


Bolton.—The Electricity Committee has accepted the 


following tenders :— 
Condensing plant for a 12,000-xw. generating unit at Back-o'-th'-Bank.— 
Hick, Hargreaves & Co., Ltd. 
Four sets of economisers at Back-o'-th'-Bank.—E. Green & Bon, Ltd. 


Burnley.—Town Council Accepted :— 


Five electrical equipments for tramcars, £4,016.—British Thomson-Houston 
Co. U 0 е 
Five single-deck bodies for tramcars, £6,750.—English Electric Co., Ltd. 


Сауап. — Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd. Accepted :— 


Suction gas engines and plant.— Campbell Gas Engine Co. 
Generators and booster.— Electric Construot ion Co. 

Batte —D.P. ras о 

Switchboard.—Hurst Electric Plant, Ltd. 


Doncaster.—Town Council :— 
Raising the level of part of the Bentley tram track, £23,790. —Ed wards and 
Oo. 


Hammersmith.— Borough Council Electricity Com- 
mittee. Recommended. Refractory bricks and blocks, ground fire- 
Ча dcn d and в, £652. —Hill, Westlake & Co. f 

Section c, £218.—Metallurgical Plant Construction Co., Ltd. 

Section D, £114.—J. H. Sankey & Son. 

Mains extension; supply of 250 yd., each 1 aq. in., 2 aq. in., 3 
eq. in., and 500 yd. 15 aq. in. :— 


le Co., Ltd, ) 1,800 /T ween 
Union Cable Co. recom.) .. А 
B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd. .. .. 1,880 1 a 
Western Electric Co., Ltd. s .. 1,849 8 ‘a 
Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. 1, 869 12 зі 
Siemens Bros. & Со., Ltd. .. - .. 4,886 8 
W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 1,898 12/14 ,, 
Enfield Ediswan Cables 1,905 Ex 8 ДА 
Johnson & Phillips, Ltd., 1,912 eo 12 ve 
Pirelli Cable Co., Ltd... z vs .. 4,986 zs 19/14 ,. 
Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd. .. T s ,027 m 10/14 ,, 
1,000-yd., each 3-in. single and 8-in. two-way cable ducts :— 
Sutton & Co. as m m s% .. £410 
Doulton & Co., Lt.. A Vd T es 412 
. T. Wragg & Son (recom.) 420* 
Albion Clay Co. 420 


General Electric Co., Ltd. » X " T 504 
Sankey & Co, T vd — — E T 52A4 
(Two - way. 34 in., same price as 8 in., including delivery on site.) 


Tenders received for the work of linking-up the stations of 


Fulham and Hammersmith :— 


Scheme A. Scheme B. Scheme С. 
£ & £ 


Pirelli-General Cable Works, Ltd. 18,230 18,400 19,150 
Western Electric Co., Ltd. sd 16,100 16,159 16,354 
В. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd. s T 16,125 16,045 16,443 
Callender's Cable & Constrn. Co., Ltd. ne 17,931 18,344 18,443 
W. T. Henley's Tel. Works Co., Ltd. (recom.) 15.658 15,695 15,905 
Biemens Bros., Ltd.. 8 xd Ес es 16,402 16,527 16,775 
Union Cable Co., Ltd. 16,864 16.970 17.00 
Johnson & Phillips, Ltd. .. 16,210 16,226 16,4653 
Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd.. 15,791 16,110 16,561 
W. T. Glover, Ltd... — .. 16,686 16,716 8 
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Water-cooling tower. capacity 412 000 gallons per hour :— 


Batti Wallahs' 
Res 


Yol 86. Na. 2.208, Fesruary 15,1990] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 
SSS SSS SS SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS Ss SSS 


London. — STEPNEY.— Electricity Supply Committee. 


Feeder cable (Limehouse generating station and Whitechapel sub- 
station) :— 


's T . Works Co., Ltd. (recom.)  .. .. &7,329* 

B. 1. & Helsby Cables, L te.. h ane» 
W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. 85 e 2s m v 8,032* 

eBubjeot to market fluctuations and based on copper at £128 and lead at 


£18 108., but cannot guarantee delivery under penal 


ST. MARYLEBONE.—Electric Supply Committee. Recommended. 


Film о he are pum j s £4,490 
e nee .(recom.) ..  .. 9,575 
UM ңе руце Co., Ltd... = RE 22 14,832 
Rotary strainer for canal water, £945. — London Elec. Supply Corptn., Ltd. 
Threa-motor overhead travelling crane (60 ton) 
Baboock & Wilcox, Lt. i 2s р 
Higginbottom & Маппоск, Ltd. a m 
H. Morris, Ltd. (recom.) .. xt ure A 4,815 


Torquay. Town Council :— 


Two 9-ton electrically-driven lorries.—Edison Accumulator Co., Ltd., £1,372 


е 


each. 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 
and Association.—Saturday, Febru 14th. 
иш e At 7 p.m. Paper on ^ Liquid Alr,” 


by Mr. J, L. Duckworth. 


Association of Engineers in Charde. — Baturday February l4th. At Bt. 
Bride's Institute, E. C. At 7.30 p.m. Social and dance. ; 


Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Saturday, February 14, At Albemarle 


Street, W. At 8 pm. Lecture on The Astronomical Evidence Bearing 
on Einstein's Theory of Gravitation,’ by Sir F. Dyson, F.R.u. 
Tuesday, February 17th. At 3 p.m. Lecture on Magnetic Suscepti- 


dub by Prof. E. Wilson. 
riday, February 20th. At9 p.m. Lecture on '' British Crop Produc- 


tion," by Dr. E. J. Russell, F.R.8. 


Society. — Monday, February 16th. At the Holborn 
taurant. At 1 p.m. Lecture on “ Electricity in Warfare," by Major 


T. Rich, R.E. 

ef Electrica! Engineers.—Monday, February 16th. Informal 
meeting. At the Institute of Patent Agents, Staple Inn Buildings. At 
7 p. m. Lecture on Automatio Telephony for Private Branch Exchanges," 
by Mr. A. B. Eason. 
гу 18th. At the 


mal Meeting).— Wednesday, Feb 
aper on Wire- 


(Wireless Sections 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Gt. George Street, S. W. 
leas Telephony on Aeroplanes, by Major C. E. Prince. 


Students' Meeting).—Friday, February 20th. At Faraday House. At 
7 p. in. Discussion on State Ownership versus Pri vate Enterprise," to be 


opened by Mr. A. Serner. 
Saturday, February 14. At 2 p.m. Visit to Chingford Pumping 


Station of Metropolitan Water Board. 


Association of Engineering and Shipbuilding Draughtsmen.—Lectures 
will be given at Liverpool on February 19th and 18th; Manchester, 
February 19th; and at Glasgow, Barrow-in-Furness and Sheffield, on 
February 20th. 

Belfast Association of Engineers.—Thursday, February 19th. At the 
Municipal Technical Institute. At 7.45 p.m. Paper on The Ultimate 
Constitution of Matter," by Mr. W. C. Ward. 


Electrical Power Engineers’ Asgociation (Manchester District Section). 
—Thursday, February 19th. At the Milton Hall, Deansgate. At ? p.m. 
Address by the ex-President. 


Institation of Engineers.” Friday, February 90th. At the Royal 
Society of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, W. C. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on Obscure 
Points in the Theory of the Internal.combustion Engine,“ by Prof. F. W. 
Burstall. 

institution of Mechanical Engineers Ana February 20th. At the Insti- 
tution, Storey's Gate, S. W. At 6 p.m. Annual general meeting and resumed 
discussion on Mr. E. M. Bergstrom's paper on Recent Advances in 
Utilisation of Water Power.“ 


“Dally Mail” Ideal Home Exhibition at Olympia.—Open until February 


Roya! Society of Arts. — Wednesday, February 18th. At John Street 
Adelphi, W.C. At 4.80 p.m. Paper on English Canals and Inland 


Waterways," by Mr. В. Preston. 
Soclety.— Thursday, February 19th. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
W. At8p.m. Ordinary scientific meeting. 


— — — 4 
NOTES. 


Fatality.—At an inquest at Redcar, on February 4th, on 
В. @. Mackenzie, cabin boy and electric pump attendant, of Middles- 
brough, who was killed at the Warrenby Ironworks, it was stated 
that the lad was found lying on a live wire. An electrician, named 
Elishs Price, stated that he did some repairs to the apparatus 
driving the electric pump. He connected up the switch box. 
When he left it, the pump was working all right, and, as far as 
he was aware, everything was covered up in the proper manner. 
Questioned, witness stated he did not know there was an earth 
wire attached to the switch box for aafety. It was part of his 
duy to see that such wires were connected, but these were 
Renerally fitted when the plant was installed, and he took it for 
trAbted it would be во in this case. W. R. Davidson, chief elec- 
trician, said that he found, after the accident, that the switch was 
not earthed. The apparatus had been worked from another 
switch, and the one connected by Price was not intended to be 
used. In returning a verdict of Accidental death through being 
electrocuted,” the Coroner said there was evidence of a certain 
mount of neglect on the part of Price, who ought to have made a 
closer inspection of the apparatus, and also on the part of the 
foreman, who ought to have earthed the switch when the apparatus 
was installed. It was stated this was the first accident of the kind 
the frm had had during its 25 years’ experience of electrical 
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Educational.—The Council of Liverpooi University has 


appointed Mr. G. E. Scholes, M.Sc., M.B.E., to the recently estab- 


lished Chair of Engineering—Thermodynamics of Heat Engines. 

ENGINEERING APPEAL FUND.—OVER £20,000 ALREADY RAISED. 
In response to the appeal recently issued forthe sum of £100,000 
for the reconstruction and re-equipment of the Engineering Buildings 
at University College, London, the following sums have already been 
received :— £250, Siemens Bros. & Co, Ltd.; £105, Redpath, Brown 
and Co., Ltd.; £100 each, Lazard Bros. & Co., Ltd., C. H. Merz, Eeg., 
Sturtevant Engineering Co., Ltd., and Wallsend Slipway and Engi- 
neering Co., Ltd.; £52 10s., Bullevant & Co., Ltd. These sums, 
together with amaller amounts, bring the total of the fund to 
£21,545, apart from the additional £10,000 promised by Lord 
Cowdray, provided the total subscriptions reach £70,000. Further 
subscriptions to the fund may be sent either to Prince Arthur of 
Connaught at 42, Upper Grosvenor Street, W., or to Sir Ernest 
Moir, Bart., at University College, London. 


Federation of Staff Workers.— On Saturday last, the . 
inaugural meeting of the- National Federation of Professional, 
Technical, Administrative, and Supervisory Workers" was held in 
London. Mr. G. D. H. Cole, of the Labour Research Department, 
who presided, stated that the scheme had no connection with the 
Labour Party or the Trade Union Congress, and that membership 
would not necessarily involve membership of the Congress. A reso- 
lution was passed nem. con. approving of the formation of the 
Federation, and & Provisional Council was elected, consisting of 
delegates from the Associations represented at the meeting, to hold 
office until a further conference is held to inaugurate the Federa- 
tion. Each Society is to pay an entrance fee of £30. The objects 
of the Federation were explained in our last issue. 

Mr. Norman Wyld, genera] secretary of the Society of Tech- 
nical Engineers, made atatements to the Press and wrote a 
letter to 7ле Times with regard to the position of his Society. A 
representative of that Society moved an amendment to the effeot 
that “а Federation be formed of professional associations, 
independent of employeis' unions on the one hand and manual 
workers' unions on the other, and free to negotiate with both in 
the best interests of the professional worker." Several other 
Societies’ representatives supported the motion, but it was not 
carried. The purpose of the motion was to make it clear that 
membership of the Federation would not involve close alliance 
with the manual workers, and the fact that it was rejected 
made it evident, in his opinion and that of his friends, that the 
meeting desired to associate itself with either the employers or the 
manual workers. They had no desire to oppose the formation of 
the Federation, and, therefore, did not vote against the resolution, 
but they were proceeding with the formation of a federation of 
four federations of professional workers." In his letter to The 
Times, Mr. Wyld explained that the latter movement had made 
great progress, and that a constitution for the confederation was 
being drafted. Pending the formation of the confederation, his 
Society had decided to avoid alliance with either the workers or 


the employers. 


Non-Ferrous Materials,—The following particulars are 
published of the stocks (exclusive of old metal and scrap) in this 
country of soft pig lead and refined spelter in the possession of the 
Minister of Munitions on February 1st, 1920 :— 

Soft pig lead "is 228 КЕР 47,348 tons 
Refined spelter  ... ese ese .. 8,097 „ 

N.B.—It must be noted that a proportion of the above stocka is 
already sold to the trade for forward delivery. 

Since the stocks of virgin non-ferrous metals unsold under the 
control of the Government have now reached such proportions 
that they ceage to be an important factor in the general stocks of 
such metals held in the United Kingdom (with the possible excep- 
tion of lead and refined spelter), it is proposed to discontinue publi- 
cation of these notices in the near future. 


Flue Gas in Oil Combustion.— An error in interpreting 
the CO, content in flue gas, when burning oil, is likely to arise 
among engineers who have been familiar with coal burning. This 
comes from the fact that perfect combustion of coal would give a 
higher CO, reading than perfect combustion of oil. Comparing 
particular samples, oil could not possibly give a higher CO, 
reading than 15˙6 per cent., while the ooal, theoretically, might 
give 18:8 per cent. The explanation of this lies in the 
greater amount of hydrogen in the oil. The hydrogen requires 
oxygen for its combustion, and this in turn brings in nitrogen, 
which appears in the flue gas. The hydrogen does not pro- 
duce CO,, and the water-vapour that it does produce does not 
appear in the flue-gas analysis. The result is that the higher the 
hydrogen content in the fuel the lower is the theoretical CO, 
percentage in the flue gas.— Power. 


The Channel Tunnel.—The Channel Tunnel Parlia- 
mentary Committee, in a ré«ume of the recent history of the project, 
states that it is uncertain when the Cabinet will arrive at & decision, 
but it is clear that the Bill for the construction of the tunnel 
cannot be passed in the forthcoming session unless it receivea the 
wholehearted support of the Government.  Failing that condition, 
the commencement of this work must be delayed for another year. 


Welded Ships. — An electrically- welded vessel was 
launched on February 5th, at Birkenhead, from the Cammell Laird 
yard. The ship is a coasting vessel 150 ft. long, and designed to 
carry nearly 500 tons of cargo. The experiment has been followed 
with great interest; this is the second electrically-welded vessel 
to be completed in this country, The Quasi-Arc system waa 
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Summer-Time.— The Belgian Minister of the Interior 
has fixed the night of March 14-15th for the commencement of 
summer-time. The clocks will be put forward an hour. The 
French Senate has adopted a Bill introducing summer-time from 
Saturday evening, February 14th. The lack of co-ordination is 
very regrettable ; it is sure to result in much confusion in inter- 
national relations. 


The Electricity Commissioners.—The following para- 
graph appeared in Electrical Industries of February 11th :— 

“Sir John Snell, Mr. Harry Booth (of the Board of Trade), and 
Mr. Archibald Page, M.I.E.E., general manager of the Clyde Valley 
Electrical Power Co., have been.appointed Electricity Commis- 
sioners. The two remaining appointments have not yet been 
announced, but we understand that the posta will be filled by a 
leading municipal engineer and by an official with wide experience 
of administrative work on a London municipal authority.” 

On inquiry of the Ministry of Transport, we have not been able 
to obtain either confirmation or denial of the statement. Our 
Glasgow correspondent sends us the announcement of the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Page, and of his successor at the Clyde Valley Power 
Co. (see “ Personal " column). 


The Electrical Wholesalers’ Federation.—This Federa- 
tion held its annual meeting at the Hotel Russell, London, on 


Wednesday. 


Our Lead Supplies.—Just as we go to press, we have 
received the following letter :— 

“The Board of Trade returns for January, issued this week, 
afford ample confirmation of the article on the above subject in 
your last week's issue. 

" The figures given for 1919 show 189,114 tons for absorption in 
the United Kingdom for the year, or an average of 15,759 tons per 
month. 

The imports for January amounted to 5,888 tons, the exports 
to 4,679 tons, the balance left being only 1,209 tons. 

May we put it more forcibly by giving the figures for the last 
three months :— 


2 Noy. Dec. Jan. 
Imports e. 2,679 12,496 5,888 = 21,063 
Exports .. 5,874 6,393 4,679 = 16,316 
Left for United Kingdom absorption 4,117 


" We have then the astounding position that for the three 
months which, on the average of last year, should show 47,277 tons 
for home consumption, we have actually received 4,117 tona. 

‘These figures should dispose of such reporta as those asserting 
that there is no danger of short supplies. 

"The Government stock is now practically sold out, and the 
deliveries from this source alone have hidden the real position 
which is now being disclosed. 
| | „THE WRITER OF THE ARTICLE." 
‘t February llth, 1920. 


Appointments Vacant.—Telegraph inspectors (£200 + 
£65), for the Posts and Telegraphs Department in German East 
Africa; assistant engineer (£350), for the Hackney Borough 
Council Electricity Supply Department; foremen and instructors 
in armature winding, meter repair, contracting (lighting dynamo 
and motors) and fitting for the Government Instructional Factory, 
Hackney Wick; whole-time teacher in electrical engineering and 
physics (#225 to £315), for the London County Council School of 
Engineering and Navigation, Poplar; shift enzineer (4204), for 
the Accrington Corporation Electrical Engineering Department ; 
head of the Heat Treatment Laboratory, for the Loughborough 
Technical College ; overhead linesman, for the Rawtenstall Cor- 
poration Tramways; two meter testers (& 208), for the Bradford 
City Electricity Supply ; charge engineer (£270), for the Bootle 
Corporation Electricity Works ; junior staff engineers and control- 
room attendants, for the Rotherham Borough Council Electricity 
Supply Department; engineer chief assistant, for Edmundson’s 
Electricity Works, Inverness ; meter tester and installation engi- 
neer (£260), for the Walsall Corporation Electricity Supply 
"Department; draughtsman (£300), chief clerk (4250), for the 
Doncaster’ Borough Council Electricity Department. See our 
advertisement pages to-day. 


Danish Patent Law.—In the [llustrated Oficial Journal 
(Patents) of February 4th attention is called to the provisions 
of the Danish Law, amending the Law of Patents, which was 
passed on December 22nd, 1919. This law empowers the 
Minister of Commerce, upon terms to be fixed by hin, to 
yestore patents which have been cancelled since August Ist, 
1914, by reason of non-payment of fees, or for non-working; 
to extend the term of a patent by a period not exceeding five 
years when the patentee has been prevented by the war from 
exercising his rights; and to reconsider any application the 
consideration of which was suspended between August Ist, 
1914, and the end of 1919, owing to official communications 
remaining unanswered. The benefits of this law may, sub- 
ject to reciprocity, be extended by Royal Decree to subjects 
of other countries. A copy of a translation of the law may 
he inspected in the Patent Office Library. 


Restoration of Lens Mines.—Only a part of Lens mines 
bas been cleared so far, und, allowing for regular work. it 
will take the whole of 1920 to clear them entirely. Twelve 
pits are already cleared at the surface, four are in course of 
clearance, five are still in a state of chaos. A scheme for 
electric pumping has been established, the power to be pro- 


vided by the Société Electrique des Houilléres du Pasie. 
Calais, which, while waiting for the erection of the p 
24.00 0-KW. power station at Hénin-Liétard, wil олар 
current from the Compagnie de Béthune. German gangs wil 
be entrusted with the repropping of the pits, all the necesar 
cement being furnished by Germany. As the pumping пау 
take two or three years, the output cannot be resumed, even 
feebly, before 1923 or 1921. The railway lines cannot be 
made good before 1921. It must not be reckoned that Len 
will be restored before 1925 or 1929.— Economic Review. 


The U.S. S. “Tennessee.” —When the U.S. battleship 
Tennessee was launched at the Brooklyn Navy Yard one of 
the most formidable machines of its kind in existence was 
set in motion. Нег overall length is 624 ft.; beam 97 ft. 
draught 31 ft.; and full load displacement 33,000 tons. She 
will mount twelve 14-1п. guns of 50 calibre, 22 5-in. guns of 
51 calibre; two 3-in. anti-aircraft guns; four saluting pieces: 
and two 2l-in. submerged torpedo tubes. Her complement 
will be 1,119 officers and men. She will be propelled by ee. 
tricity, supplied by two turbine-driven generators, and each 
of her four propellers will be driven by its own motor. Her 
шахипиш power will be 33,500 H. P., and her maximum speed 
over 21 knots per hour. The turbines are of the Westing. 
house single-cylinder, serni-double flow, mipulse-reaction type 
[he н.р. steam first passes through a two-row impulse wheel 
in each turbine, and then through a section blading. It thes 
divides into two equal parts and each part passes through 
& L:P. reaction section into the condensers. The speed of the 
turbines can be varied through a range of from 1,500 to 3.7 
K.P.M., by means of manually-controlled hydraulically-operated 
yovernors. ‘The speed of the turbines, as determined by the 
setting of the governor, remains practically constant, regard: 
less of the load, and hence the propellers do not race when 
they leave the water in rough weather. Automatic stops ar 
also provided, which cut off the steam in case the speed of 
the turbines exceeds a safe value. The generators direct 
connected to the turbines, are two-pole Weatinghouse 
machines, and supply the motors with 8-phase, 3, 400. volt a.c. 
at frequencies ranging from 25 to 38 cycles, depending on the 
turbine speed. They are excited from the D.C. power supply 
of the ship, and each can develop 15,000 K.v.4. at the mar 
mum speed of the turbine. The generator cous are ver 
carefully insulated so as to prevent injury from high tem 
perature, moisture, and accumulations of salt. They are kept 
cool] by air which is forced through the ventilating ducte by 
fans mounted on the rotor shafts. The four motors are d 
the Westinghouse induction type, direct-connected. to the pro 
pellers, and each can develop a maximum of 8,375 Н.Р. con- 
tinuously. To provide a sutliciently wide speed range, ea 
has two windings, one of 24 poles and the other of 36 poles. 
The 24-pole winding is connected to slip-rings on. the rotor 
shaft, while the 30-pole winding has short-circuiting conne 
tions and is equivalent to a squirrel-cage arrangement. Bot 
windings are used for running, but only the A. pole for 
starting und reversing, resistance being inserted in sene 
with it during these operations. The insulation of the motor 
is similar to that of the generators, and ventilation 38 pro 
vided by means of two motor-driven fans mounted on t 
top of each motor. The 36-pole winding is equivalent to à 
gear ofan 18 to 1 ratio between the turbines and the propeller. 
while the 24-pole winding is equivalent to a gear of a 12 1 
ratio. From 9 to 15 knots, the motors are operated on, the 
36-pole windings, and all four are driven by one turbe 
generator. From 17 to 21 knots, the motors are operated 
on the 24-pole windings be means of- one turho-generator. 
From 17 to 21 knots, the motors are operated on 
24-pole windings, by means of both turbo-generatort. 
To reverse, two phases at each motor are trans 
without changing the direction of rotation of the turbe 
generators. The use of one turbo-generator for the lower 
speeds assists in maintaining good operating economy 5} 
keeping tlie load on the unit close to its rated capacity except 
at the very slowest speeds. The steam consumption per 
H.P.-hour, including that required: for excitation, conde 
operation, and motor ventilation, is as follows: 


Speed in knots, Motor-poles. No. turbo units. Lb, of steam.” “ 
9 36 1 16 

15 86 1 12 F 
l5 2А 1 13 
17 24 1 18 
17 04 9 124 | 
193 24 q 2: -— 
21 24 2 119 ` 


All the switching apparatus for controlling and distributing 
the power is located in a control room. The rheostats Ш 
for starting and reversing the propeller motors 8ге of 
automatic liquid type. In order to ensure the best possible 
tvpe of construction, a committee of the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers assisted the Navy Department in Pre. 
paring the specifications for the cables. The main circ 
punips are of the centrifugal {уре operated by 235-H.P. motore. 
Their speed can be varied so that power consumption can 
reduced with the speed of the ship. Le Blanc air ejerta. 
which are novel on this class of ship, maintain a high acu 
in the condensers. The condensate is handled by motor4nve 
vertical centrifugal pumps. Thus all the main engine 1000 
auxiliaries are rotary and are motor-driven. —dleotrioal Ne. 
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. . Mechanical- Stokers.—Erith’s Engineerin Co., Ltd., is some factors which influence limits as app cular 
' M a = sein of Н ee Erith. to turbines of the reaction type. With the employment ‘of 
i РА which are much larger than any stokers high vacua the limit of power will be a stay? 
„ bmherto made in any country; each stoker being no less than the area obtainable through the last pages. pu : Т 
ft. wide and it is also furnishing identical stokers to include :—1. Chosen ee 9 85 of а Gee 
- Ghanghai electricity works, each stoker being assembled from the blades in order to keep the е a d “neal 
^ — wandardised uniform self-cleaning retort-units, set side by missible limits. For highest ae. Кура PEN 5 a i 
Р | j | оет 1 be about 25 per cent. greater than the blade speed, but in 

de in a straight-walled furnace, under water-tube boilers puros 2 

1 романын NU, 000 lb. high-pressure superheated last stages it is sometimes made 100 per cent. greater ав & 


wan hourly. The coal is fed, the tires are sliced, and the 
incotibustible ash is continuously discharged without manual 


„ вош. The labout-saving, as contrasted with a battery of 


twelve Lancashire boilers, which needs eight firemen per 
«hift for the identical steaming duty, is sell-evident, and the 


compromise between efficiency and cost. Similarly the outlet 
angle of the blades is increased from 20 deg. to 35 deg. 2. 
Physical characteristics of materials employed and chosen 
limits to which these may be safely stressed. By varying the 
form of rotor construction stresses in it may usually be kept 


AD оу, 1. 1 : Сос кашы í | tans within necessary limits up to the point at which limiting 
с duly automatic Erith-Riley stoker with the modern water at in the blades or blade fastenings are reached. For 


„ tuhe boiler gives a thermal efficiency representing a substan- 


nal fuel saving, as well as the capacity to use low-grade sinall 
fuels to the best advantage. The latest Erith-Rilex stokers 
for Hull Corporation electricity works are exactly similar; but 
instead of being applied to one 80,000 Ib. boiler each, they are 
applied to a pair of 40,000 Ib. boilers, divided only by а partı- 
ten wall, but allowing only half the capacity to be shut down 


any given rotative speed and blade angle the steam capacity 18 


directly proportional to the stress at the base of the blades - 


regardless of the diameter and blade height. — 3. Capacity 
limits of manufacturing facilities, increased bracing and clear. 
ances necessary to ensure requisite rigidity and reliability, and 
capacity, loss due to outages for inspection and repair. Fig. 2 


гон l À , i s speeds which are 
at а tine, while giving identical results, just as is the case олеш e р present иа of stresses. 
: wth the stokers of siinilar capacity at the Bow power plant Р у " ble chi Ae ac showing the physical relation between 
> — ef the Charing Cross Electric Supply Co., London, where the t aad з S. with given limiting stress values. 
* large boilers аге set in pairs, but back to back. The stokers Spec pacity | 


„ of the turbine ia the limiting feature. 
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„ of the A. I. E. E. for November. Mr. Eskil Berg's paper 
4 
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ae above are each six times as large as the first ones built in 
19H. 


-Siagie-abaft Curtis Turbines. — The present limits of 
apeed and power of single-shaft Curtis steam turbines are die 
cussed in three papers published in the Proceedings 


starts by showing that tbe limit of a single-unit turbo 
generator does not lie in the generator but is con- 
fined to the steam turbine, and that the last wheel 
The author, there- 
fore, takes the last wheel of an 1,900-к.р.м. turbine, giving 


dimensions. stresses, kind of material used, &c., and then 


American Electrical Company iasures all its Employés. 
The General Electric Со. (U. S.A.) has announced a group 
life insurance plan for all of its employes, including those ov 
G.E. plants and district offices throughout the States. Every 
employé who has been with the company one year or more 
will have a substantial amount of life insurance without cost 
to himself. This applies to everyone in the employ of the 
company, regardless of age. sex or physical condition. This 
insurance plan will in a measure relieve the minds of em- 
ployés as to the danger of financial distress in their families 
in case of death. Officials of the company have long recog- 
nised the value of continuous service, and it is hoped that 


„ Чей в two turbines, one having 23 stages and the other the plan will encourage permanency of employment. The 
Iq4 stages. both inachines using this last wheel, and shows that amount of this insurance is 5500 for one year's service, $750 

є turbine can be built having its most economical point at for two years’ service, $1,000 for three years’ service, Fl. 25 
г: . M K w., under steam conditions given in the paper. Under for four years’ service, and $1,500 lor five years service, 
, this condition the last stage absorbs 11.5 per cent. of the total this is the maximum policy. The life insurance cou- 


a 


k * g 


adiabatic available energy. and the wheel efficiency is 66.25 per 
cent. As the load increases, the work done in this stage also 
Increases, m» that at 36,000 Kw. the energy is practically 
doubled, but with a sacrifice in éfficiency of about 18 per 
cent., which naturally lowers the efficiency of the turbine as a 
whole. A 5,000-K W., five-stage, 3,600-n.P.M. turbine load curve 
їз also given and discussed, and the author claims that if the 


pany with whom the policies have been placed re- 
quires no physical examination of the employé as а 
condition of such insurance, which is provided at the com- 
pany's expense and became effective on January Ist, 1220. 
The insurance runs for a period of one year, but it is hoped 
that experience will justify its continuance thereafter. Upon 
the lives of employés who die leaving no dependents, tbe 
amount of insurance is $150, to cover funeral expenses. The 
insurance ceases as to any employé with the termination of 
his employment, but the insuring company agrees that insur- 
ance on a standard policy form at regular rates may be 
secured without physical examination upon application to it 
by the person whose einployment is terminated. The General 
Electric has 23,000 employés in the Schenectady works, where 
more than 10,000 employés have worked for the company five 
years or wore and a great majority of the remaining 13,000 
have served over three years. There are quite a few em- 
plovés in that and in other plants, however, who have not 
completed a year’s service. These will automatically come 


u me ten set V within the scope of the plan as soon as they have been with 

the company a year.—Klectrical Review, Chicago. | 

Fig. 1. Fig. 2. : | | 
MAXIMUM CAPACITY AT VARIOUS SPEEDS OF SINGLE-SHAFT Hydro-electric Power Possibilities.— In an address given 
ar TURBINES. by Sir Adam Beck, chairman of the Ontario Hydro-Electric 


amstructjon could be made similar to the large turbine, keep- 


ing the Sine stresses and number of stages, a turbine of thia 
amacity could be built as efficient as the larger machine at 


^ WO kw. 


* 


. Mr. F. D. Newbury explains that output is deter- 
тирей broadly be rotor or stator dimensiens. With speeds of 
139) R. T. u. and lower. the stator is the limiting member, while 
with hizher speeds, the rotor is the limiting member. The 


net effective rotor diameter is not necessarily the largest 


Commission, before the Inland Waterways Convention, re- 
cently held at Windsor, Ont., the immense possibilities in the 
use of water power were emphasised. The speaker took, one 
by one, various points upon the St. Lawrence and the Great 
Lakes. giving in each case the possible н.р. development 
attending the deepening of the river, &c., at those places. The 
immediate objective was to develop two and a half million H. p., 
but the total available power for developinent in Ontario was 
five millions. Sir Adam Beck caleulated that this would 
mean an annual saving of 100.000.000 tous of coal. 

When hydroelectric power was first introduced it was 


diameter. To obtain maximum output at a given speed the 
rotor proportions must be chosen to properly balance mechani- 
Өм stresses, rotor: ampere turns and flux. American design 
practise has established 400 ft. per sec. as an upper limit of 

, Por peripheral speed. The maximum length of core is deter- 
. mmed by such factors as ventilation, bearing temperatures, 
епоса epeed and limits to weight imposed by forging and trans- 
portation facilities. The author shows (fig. I) present limits to 
I. V.. rating at speeds from 3.600 to 900 R. r. u. These limiting 
Values are given as indicating present boundaries to knowledge 
г aad experience. rather than as real physical or other limits 
" thas cannot be exceeded. Mechanical forces due to sbort- 
s aruit current, and damage caused by armature winding 
ures, are no greater in the verv large generators indicated 

bx fic ] than in present, day 20.000 and 30.000 Kv... units, 
J No opinion is expressed as to the wisdom of installing very 
larre sinwle-cshaft units. If operating engineers desire unita 
c Uf AMG to 100.000 RW. there is no question but that such 
y £"nérators can be conservatively designed and constructed. 
e" Mr. J. F. Johnson's paper is restricted to a discussion ^f 


i 


p 


thought that it would be difficult to market 10,000 H. p., but 
во great has been the development that in nine years the figure 
has reached 365,000. and the speaker predicted that it would 
not be long before the whole of the 2,500.000 H.P. of the pro- 
posed development would be in use. The estimated cost of 
the whole of the scheme would be about $100,000,000. The 
building of the Morrisburg dam would make possible the con- 
trol of the levels of Lake Ontario with a regulation of from 
two to four fest. The depth of Montreal Harbour would also 
be increased by this dam, and its accommodation therefore 
extended to larger vessels. "The levels of Lake Erie would 
be increased bv reinedial works from two to three feet, and 
50.000 second-feet would be gained without impairing the 
scenic beauty of Niagara Falls. On the American side 20,000 
second-feet would be gained. ft had been stated by the 
&'heme's opponents that the war industries which were pro- 
vided with hydro-power to the deprivation of other industries, 
would be unused in peace, but facts had proved otberwise, 
and those industries were now employing just as much power 
in the manufacture of the commodities of peace. 
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_ Concealed Lighting in а Chnrch.— The appropriate light- 
ing of churches is а difficult matter. Conditions and re- 
quirements are so various that it is impossible to evolve any 
generally applicable rules. The degree of illumination, the 
employment of visible or concealed units, and, if visible, the 
design of fitting to be used all depend upon three factors, 
viz., the interior architecture of the church, the kind of ser- 
vice carried on, and the personal preferences of the responsible 
authorities. In the interior of the Church of the Sacred 
Heart, Donnybrook (illustrated), the British Thomson- 
Houston Oo., which was responsible for the manufacture of 
the appliances used and for the general scheme of the in- 
stallation, has very successfully aimed at the daylight effect. 
The main illumination proceeds from units fixed 96 ft. from 


CONCEALED l,IGHTING IN A CHURCH. 


the ground on the east side of the wooden bracket posts 
supporting the timbered ceiling. Each unit consists of a 
three-section battery of Mirolux trough reflectors, containing 
three 100-watt Mazdalite tubular lamps. In the north and 
south aisles similar units are fixed on the north and south 
sideg respectively of the spandrels of the main arches. All 
units point towards the east end of the church, so that the 
lamps are normally invisible to the congregation. As may 
be seen from the photograph, which wae taken at night by 
the light of the Mazdalite lamps installed, the illumination 
18 brilliant, and, owing to reflection from the light coloured 
‚ stone work, is very well distributed. 


Sydney Engineer on Electrical Manufacturing in 
Australia.—The Sydney City Electrical Engineer, reporting 
to the Electric Lighting Committee on a letter received from 
Standard Waygood Hercules, Ltd., offering to manufacture 
electrical plant for the Council on similar lines to those under 
which G. Weymouth Pty., Ltd., manufacture generating plant 
and transformers for the Navy Department, based on shop 
cost, plus 15 per cent. profit, stated that he saw no reason 
why the Council should not order from this firm in the 
manner suggested, save in the case of larger or different 
machinery than anything the company had previously built, 
or if the Council was dependent on getting apparatus into use 
on а particular date. In short, he would be strongly in 
favour of encouraging the making of electrical plant of all 
kinds in Australia, but would not be prepared to go to the 
length of risking the Council's ability to meet its obliga- 
tions to the public by putting plant on order from an Austra- 
lian company, which in the making of the plant would he 
experimenting.—Tenders. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland.—At a meeting of 
the Institution held in Dublin on February 2nd, a paper on “ Irish 
Water .Powers and their Places in an Industrial Scheme” was 
read by Mr. 9. Marshall Harries, M. Int. C. E. (I.). Mr. Harriss 
said that Ireland's water power was only limited by the amount of 
capital they could afford to spend on it. There were throughout 
the vountry numerous smull water powers that some 80 years ago 
were in full operation, but tu-day for every plant in operation, 
they would find 50 in ruins. The varying flow of the rivers was a 
serious drawback, but its significance tended to deorease if they 
considered a number of powers electrically joined up. The board 


of the Dublin and Lucan Electric Railway had been cong 
the possibilities of water power to supplement its steam gis: 
and it had been suggested that the power of the Liffey at the 
Salmon Leap should be utilised. The total cost of then 
works was estimated in February, 1919, to be £38,500, or £36 per 
Kw. installed. If the net power proposed was used, the annu] 
output of the station would be 8,385,000 units. The operation 
costs and capital charges might be taken at £4,600, a total work 
cost of 188d. per unit generated. The coal required for generating 
8 million units at 3 lb. coal per unit came to 10, 700 tons, Ty 
Dublin and Lucan Electric Railway required about 25 millim 
units; its coal consumption for 1917 was 1,650 tons, and the 
cost of production was 3°941d. per unit. 


Institution of Electrical Emgincers.—Mr. Percy Good hy 
been appointed by the Council to be one of the representatives of 
the Inatitution on the British National Committee of the Inte. 
national Illumination Commission. 

The annual dinner of the NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE tok 
place at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, on February 6th, Mr. 
С. J. A. Robertson, chairman of the Centre, presiding. Amo 
the guests were the President, Mr. Roger T. Smith; the Lord 
Mayor of Manchester (Alderman Fox); the chairman of th 
Salford Electricity Committee (Councillor Billington); Sir T. 
Robinson, M.P. ; Mr. E. F. Stockton. President of the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce ; and Mr. C. H. Wordingham. 

After the toasts of the King, the Imperial Forces, and th» 
Corporations of Manchester and Salford had been duly honoured, 
the CHAIRMAN presented to Mr. Julius Frith & 4-in. Drummond 
lathe, and a silver tray (intended for Mrs. Frith), in recognition of 
his services as hon. secretary during the seven years preceding the 
present session. 

In acknowledging the gift, Мв, FRITH said those seven yan 
had been marked by many stirring events, and he hoped to ж 
further developments of the scientific side of Manchester's life and 
industry. He advocated the establishment of a library which 
would enable busy men to read the technical Press throughout the 
world, and keep in touch with all that happened in connection 
with the subjects they were particularly interested in. Much time 
would be saved by the employment of a staff of readers whos 
task it would be to sift the material. 

The toast of The Institution " was proposed by Мв. J. PHILLIP: 
BEDSON, and replied to by Mr. R. T. Змітн, who heartily oon- 
gratulated the North-Western Centre upon the self-sacrifice shown 
in the establishment of the Sub-Centres at Liverpool and Preston. 
Decentralisation had been going on for many years, and no one had 
done more than Mr. Wordingham to bring home the importance ol 
it, and to make the Institution feel that it had got а new life sad 
a new interest. At the same time, the traditions of the Institution 
were, and must always be, centred in London as the capital of tbe 
Empire, of which they were all citizens. Those trzditions were 
an inheritance which should not be lightly parted with. What 
was obsolete and bad could be discarded, but no change should be 
made simply for the sake of change. 

Мв. C. Н. WORDINGHAM, in proposing the toast of The North: 
Western Centre," said he did not think it would suffer in any way 
from the formation of the Sub-Centre. The Institution would 
certainly benefit. He suggested that the chairman and vice 
chairman of the Sub-Centre should be upon the Committee of the 
Centre, thus linking up in the same way as the Centre was linked 
up with London by the presence of the chairman and vioe-chsirman 
on the Council. 

The CHAIRMAN, in replying, said the Centres were absolutely 
loyal to headquhrters, but they did not always see eye to eye with 
it, and there was a feeling that they had not always been dealt 
with as considerately as they ought to have been. In Manchester 
there was a very strong Students' Section, which should receive 
greater recognition ; many of the papers submitted by the Students 
were #0 meritorious that they ought not to be allowed to fall into 
oblivion. He suggested the publication of a Students’ Journal. 
He further appealed for those men whose training had been inter 
rupted by the war. He agreed that the doors of the Institution 
should be closed against unqualified men, but in these cases the 
door might be opened a little wider. He also thought the Member: 
ship Committee should take the Local Centres more into it 
confidence with regard to applications for membership. 

The toast of The Guests" was proposed by ALDERMAN w. 
WALKER, and responded to by SIR T. Roprnson, М.Р. | 

An excellent musical and humorous entertainment was provided, 
and the proceedings were thoroughly enjoyable. 


I. E. E. Welsh Conference.—The engineer reported ‘at the Swanses 
Electricity Committee last week that the Institution of El 
Engineers would come to Wales in July. It was proposed to 
Cardiff a centre, with visits to Bristol, Hereford and Swanses. The 
other towns were giving civic receptions. Mr. Colwill hoped the 
Committee would support such a reception. There would be some 
of the most eminent engineers visiting the town, and if anything 
would give an impetus to the electrical undertaking and foster 
industry, this would. It was decided to give a hearty weloome д 
the visitors, and ask the Mayor to entertain them. The Mayor 
(who has been a member for 37 years) said the visit would be à red- 
letter day for Swansea, | 


A.0.E.C.—The annual meeting of the Association of Officers and 
Staf Members of Electricity (Power and Supply) Companies of 
Great Britain will take place at Caxton Hall, Westminster (Room 
No. 1), at 8 p.m., February 17th. The report of the executive oom 
mittee states that Sir Alex. B. W. Kennedy, F.R.S., has consen 
to act as President, 
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OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Bditors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of t 
ELBOTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


From 79 original applications for the position of shift en- 
pneer at the Swansea Corporation power station, Mr. J. 
SMITH, @ former charge engineer in the Swansea Tramways 
pone station, and senior assistant of the tramways, and now 
0105 а commission in the R. E., was appointed shift en- 


gineer, at a salary of £305. | 

Torquay Т.С. has promoted Mr. Dent to the position of 
station superintendent, at £250 a year; and appointed Mr. 
Mepway as a charge engineer. 

The salary of Mr. B. HARTLEY, clerk at the Batley electricity 
works, has been increased to £175 per annum. 

Mr. A. Lewis, of Preston, has been appointed superinten- 
dent at the Doncaster Corporation electricity works, at a 
salary of £250 per annum. 

_ As we recently announced, the chair of electrical engineer- 
ing at the University of Birmingham, vacant by the resigna- 
tion of Prof. Kapp, has been filled by the appointment of 
Dr. МпллАМ Cramp, of Manchester. In his report to the 
Council of the University, the Principal, Sir Oliver Lodge, 
who has just retired, refers to Prof. Kapp's connection with 
the University, remarking that he brought a European reputa- 
tion, as the first professor of engineering. Sir Oliver pro- 
ceeds: '' Electrical engineering, as a university subject, has 
of late years not been so much in demand as it was in the 
infancy of the dynamo—in the design and evolution of which 
Gisbert Kapp took so active a part; but there are signs that 
in the near future electrical engineering will become of first- 
rate importance again, not only in connection with large works 
like the electrical operation of railways, but in the direction 
of new devices and the utilisation, for practical ends, of many 
of the discoveries which are being made in pure physics. 
Some of these have already been of emphatic use during the 


war. 

The Sheffield Independent states that Mr. S. S. PARKER has 

accepted a ition on the board of Messrs. John Nicholson 

and Sons (Sheffield), Ltd., Mowbray Steel Works, and in con- 
sequence has resigned his position with Messrs. Vickers, Ltd. 

Mr. Parker has completed 15 years’ service with Messrs. 

Vickers, Ltd., and for 19 years has had charge of the tool- 

steel department, toyether with the crucible and electric 

furnaces. It is added that Mr. Parker superintended the firs 
commercially-worked electric furnace in this country. 

Мг. В. N. Tweepy having been demobilised, is practising 
as а consulting engineer at 16, Ely Place, Dublin. He desires 
to receive catalogues, &c., from firms making electrical mach- 
inery, accessories, and fittings; also from firms specialising in 
fuel economising apparatus, as he will be advising particularly 
on works economy. | 

Maidenhead T.C. has appointed Mr. J. DowsETT, works 
foreman, as assistant electrical engineer, and Mr. W. STERVELL, 
mains superintendent, as station superintendent, at £5 per 
week each. 

Mr. J. H. BOWDEN presided at a recent gathering of the 
Poplar borough electricity department to do honour to ex-Coun. 
Barge (who was formerly chairman of the Electricity Commit- 
(ее) and Mrs. Barge. Mrs. Bowden, Mrs. Tait, and Coun. 
Sumner (the present chairman of the Electricity Committee) 
were among those. present. Mr. Bowden said that the sugges- 
tion for the gathering came from the men. Mr. Barge had 
been a good friend to the staff and other employés. The 
chairman presented Mr. Barge with в set of silver-inounted 
brushes and mirror, and Mrs. Barge with a gold brooch set 
with sapphire and pearls. Mr. Barge, in responding, spoke 
in very high terms of Mr. Bowden as chief of the department. 
Mr. Fisher having spoken on behalf of the workmen, Coun- 
eillor Sumner proposed Success to the Undertaking.“ The 
health of the chairman was drunk, and Mr. Bowden, in re- 
sponding, referred to the honours won by men of the depart- 
ment who joined the Forces. 

Mr. C. G. ABBEY, who joined Messrs. Fraser & Borthwick 
last year, has returned to his former employers, Messrs. Kel- 
all & Parsons, Glasgow, representives for Scotland of the 
Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd., and other well-known 
companies. 

Mr. W. BELLAD- Ellis, the town electrical engineer at 
Queenstown, Cape Province, has resigned his position. He 
bas had considerable experience in electrical installations with 
Diesel engines, and will devote his attention to the promotion 
F of various similar schemes which he has in 

The Middlesbrough Committee has recommended that the 
salary of the electrical engineer, Mr. R. H. Ѕсотѕох, be in- 
creased from £550 to 4700 per annum. 

The Cape Town Electricity Committee recommended the 
appointment of Mr. EiRNEsT STURBS to the position of tem- 
porary assistant engineer at the power station at £720 per 
annum, with £60 towards passage woney. The committee 
siso recommended the appointment of Mr. ARTHUR EDGE аз 
station engineer at £600 per annum and £25 towards passage 
rooney. 

Mr. E. T. Gosuin, who has been chief electrical engineer of 


the Glasgow Corporation Tramways for nearly 20 years, haa 


been appointed general manager of the Clyde Valley Electric 
Power Co., in succession to Mr. Page, who has been appointed 
one of the Electricity Commissioners ‘in London. 

Mr. J. H. CoLLE has resigned his position of chief electrical 
engineer with Messrs. Caminell, Laird & Co., Birkenhead, and 
has started business with Mr. F. B. Cox under the name of 
Messrs. Collie & Cox, consulting and electrical engineers, at 
65, Fleet Street, Liverpool, where they will act as sole dis- 
trict representatives for four well-known electrical firms. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Taxi-Calis, Ltd. (163,558).— Private company. Regis- 
tered January 3lst. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of electrical and mechanical engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in elec- 
trical and mechanical devices, &c. The subscribers (each with one share) are: 
C. H. Moore, 5, Craven Mansions, Lancaster Gate, W.2, retired solicitor; 
N. C. Dibben, B.A., Cantab., Temple Grafton, near Alcester, Warwick. The 
subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Solicitor: G. A. Herbert, 10, 
Old Square, Lincoln's Inn, W.C. Registered office: 123, Pall Mall, S.W.1. 


. John Ogilvy & Co., Ltd. (10,921).—Private company. 
Registered in tdinburgh January 26th. Capital, „000 in £1 shares (10, 000 
preferred and 10,000 deferred). [o acquire and take over the business of an 
electrical contractor lately carried on by J. D. B. Ogilvy at Inshiwan, For- 
farshire, and to carry on the business of electrical engineers and contractors, 
consulting engineers, &c. The subscribers (esch with one share) are: J. D. B. 
Ogilvy, Inshiwan, Forfar, engineer; B. C. Clayton, Wylands, Ross, Hercford- 
shire, engineer. The first directors are: W. Anderson and J. D. B. Ogilvv. 
Registered office: 48, Queen Street, Edinburgh. 


Hodgson & Partners, Ltd. (169,670) .—Frivate company. 
Registered February 4th. Capital, £5, in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of founders, electricians, builders, decorators, and any business in 
which electricity may be used, and to acquire the business carried on by F. 
Hodgson at 14, Heath Street, Hampstead. The first directors are: F. 
Hodgson, 26, Kemfluy Road, Hampstead; А. E. Wellman, 77, Devonshire 
Road, Aldermans Hill, Palmers Green, N.W.13; H. J. Kirby, 51, Larkhill 
Rise, Clapham, S. W.: H. T. Smith, 78, Thorold Road, Ilford. Solicitor: H. 
Harrowell, 89, Chancery Lane, W.C. Registered office: 12, Heath Street, 
Hampstead, N.W. 


Keltie’s Garage, Ltd. (163,673).—Private company. Re- 
gistered February 4th. Capital, £10,000 in £l shares (2,000 preference). То 
carry on the business of electrical engineers and contractors, garage proprietors, 
&c., and to enter into an agreement with Capt. Н. R. V. Haggett and P. S. 
Clifton. The subscribere are: Capt. H. E. V. Haggett, 743, Warwick Road, 
Earl’s Court, S.W. (500 preference and 500 ordinary shares); Capt. A. Y. R. 
Napier, 19, Piccadilly, W. (1,000 preference). The first directors are: Capt. 
H. E. V. Haggett, Capt. A. J. T. Haggett and R. S. Clifton. Solicitor: P. B. 
Shepheard, a5. Young Street, Kennington. 


Chase Electrical Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (163,778).—Pri- 
vate company. Registered February 6th. Capital, £6,000 in £1 shares. To 
carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in electrical appliances, 
apparatus and fittings, &c. The subscribers (each with one share) аге: F 
Chase, 195, Archway Road, Highgate, N., engineer; G. H. Freeman, 23, Bed- 
ford Row, W. C., solicitor. F. Chase is the first director, Registered office : 
195, Archway Road, Highgate, N. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Nalrobi Electric Power & Lighting Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction 
to the extent of £1,000, registered January, loth, 1920, of charges registered 
September, 1913, and July, 1915. , 


New Shipston Lighting Co., Ltd.—Debenture for £1,150, 
registered January 8th, 1920, charged on the company's undertaking and pro- 
perty, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holder: J. R. King, 


J.P., Honnington Hall, Shipston-on-5tour. 


Kidderminster & District Electric Lighting & Traction 
Co., Ltd. Satisfaction registered December 31st, 1919, of 
£42,500, being total issue under charge registered April 10th, 1905. 


Oriental Telephone and Electric Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction 
registered December 16th, 1919, to the extent of £4,100 of charges registered 
July, 1905, and June, 1907. | 


Rhondda Tramways Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction registered 
December 24th, 1919, to the extent of £4,900, of charges registered April 3rd, 
1911, November 19th, 1912, and March 19th, 1915. 


City of Oxford Electric Tramways, Ltd.—Satisfaction re- 
gistered December 24th, 1919, to the extent of £1,400, of charge for £46,000 
registered February 25th, 1914. 


Ingleton Electric Lighting & Power Co., Ltd.—Particulars 
filed January 1st, 1920, of £1,750 debentures, charged on the company's under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital, amount of 
present issue being £1,250. i 


W. A. & R. J. Jacobs, Ltd.—Debenture to secure £3,000, 
registered December 24th, 1919, charged on land and building, at Edgware 
Road and Hendon, and the company's undertaking and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital, except leascs of 94 and 96, Leonard Street, 
and 58 and 55, Great Eastern Street, London. Holders: L.C.W. & Parr's 
Bank. 


Lancashire Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd.—Mortgage 
on land and shop, 213, Old Street, Ashton-under-Lyne, Volt Works, &c., regis- 
tered December 24th, 1919, to secure £600. Holder: W. Bardeley, 19, Canal 
Street, Hyde. 


Lithanode, Ltd. (formerly Longstreths, Ltd. ).—Deben- 


tures for £3,000, registered January 2nd, 192 : ‹ 
undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


„charged on the company's. 
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^. EN CITY NOTES. 


Mr. G. P. Nori P. Norton presided at the annual 


5E é 


. British 


meeting on February 3rd. He ‘read a 

Columbia statement prepared by the chairman, Mr.’ 
Electric Railway R. M. Horne Payne, in which the latter 
Co. Lid. : referred to the fact that they met under 


much more pleasant circumstances than at 


ány ISSUES since 1913. Not only were they able to recom- 


mend modest dividends, but the outlook for the future was 
encouraging. Trade and industry in British Columbia had 
prospered satisfactorily since- the end of the war, and were 
now based on stable and permanent conditions. "бо long as 
the company received fair treatment they had nothing to fear 
for the future. The ordinary net revenue was, hetter than 
in the previous year by £20,903, and there was also an addi- 
tional £135,419 arising from causes mentioned, in the report. 
It was impossible tw say for how long the:revenue imght be 


auginented as the result of the rate of exchange for remitting, 


money from Vancouver to London. The bonus of 3 per cent. 
on the deferred ordinary stock must be looked upon as an 
entirely exceptional distribution, and not regarded as likely 
to recur in future years, On the other hand, the improve- 
ment in local conditions was such as to justify the belicf that 
the time had returned when they might hope to be able to 
make an annual distribution of dividend dn the deferred or- 
dinary stock. 
by the increase in earnings during the first six months of tlie 
current year, which; as compared with the previous year, 
showed an increase of $382,590. Although increases at this 
rate might not, and probably would not, be maintained, and 
a large increase in the wages bill had to be faced, the im- 
provement was encouraging, and they relied on the fact ш 
the. Public Utilities Commission was directed by the Act, 
fixing any rates, to have regard to providing a fair and 
reasonable return upon the appraised value of the company’s 
property. The chairman proceeded to refer to the develop- 
ments that had taken place in connection with fares in Van- 
eouver: City. It was expected that there would be some 
amending legislation passed early next year. when the ad- 
jynirned inquiry and appraisal would no doubt be resumed. 
Mr. John Davidson, one of the directors, who recently re- 
turned from a visit to British Columbia, addressed the meet- 
ing at length, and spoke with contidence regarding the state 
of the undertaking, and regarding the future. The chairman 
said that if they looked forward 30 years they would probably 
see Vancouver a great city lke Liverpool; their enterprise 
had. great possibilities. 

The net profit for the year ended Decem- 


` Yorkshire. ber, 1919, after payment of mortgage and 
Electric Power other interest was £54,183 (against 
Co. 446.536 for 1918 and £33,253 for 1917), plus 


` £10,225 brought forward. The dividend of 
6 per cent. per annum on the cumulative preference shares 
requires £11,403; a dividend of 8 per cent. on the ordinary 
shares absorbs £90,353; there is put to general reserve (in- 
creasing it to £74,000) £15,000, and £17,596 is to be carried 


forward. Notwithstanding the change from war to peace 
conditions, the substantial progress made during past years 
has been maintained. The dividend compares with 7 per 


cent. for 1915, and 5 per cent. for 1917. In future dividends 
on the ordinary shares will be paid half-yearly. £96,460 
ordinary capital has been subscribed during the year. The 
directors note with satisfaction the growing practice of power 
users to invest capital in the company in place of installing 
small units of power plant in their works for their sole needs. 
The. company's consumers and directors of companies taking 
supply now hold more than one-tifth of the issued' capital. 
During the year there was a large growth in the revenue 
on account of energy supplied both to individual power users 
aud to authorised. distributors. The continued. increase. n 
the cost of coal has emphasised the advantages of the com- 
panv's supply to power users, and additional generating plant 
is required to meet tbe large and increasing demands for 
current, and the board will shortly bring forward proposals 
for raising the necessary capital. A commencement of bulk 
supply has been made to the Spenborough and Elland Urban 
District Councils. and terms have been agreed with the 
Corporations of Batley, Dewsbury, Todmorden, and Wake- 
field, from which a ошол demand will arise. The 
company was formed in 1901 for the purpose of producing 
electricity on a large scale, and unifying supply over a wide 
area. The Government Electricity (Supply) Act... confirms 
the soundness of this policv. The Act further introduces 
certain legislative amnendinents which should facilitate future 


developments." Annual meeting, February 17th, at Leeds. 
Е The report for the year ended August, 
Melbourne 1919, now issued, refers to the effect of the 


Electric Supply strike of seamen in Anstralia and the 
o. Ltd. shortage of fuel, leading to restrictions in 

the use of electricity (especially of power) 

Which caused serious. reduction in revenue. Gross profit on 
the Melbourne und Geelong undertakings 10 161, against 
ЛӨТ. АТ for the previous vear, an increase of JI per cent. 
After meeting London office expenses and debenture, &c., 
interest, and sinking funds. &., 41.134 is written off capital 
expenditure, £10,000 is put to reserve for income tax and 
excess profits duty, £20,000 to gold bonds redemption account, 


Their, hopes in this respect were encouraged: 


and £20,501 to reserve. Dividends of 7 per cent, on the first 
cumulative preference shares and 10 per cent., free of British 
luco)ue tax, for the year on the ordinary, £50, 051 is carried 
forward. Since the close of the yeur the directors have issued 
A. % preference shares at раг, and are now offering 100,000 
ordinary shares of £l each at ds. premium to the existing 
holders of consolidated ordinary stock (one new share for each 


£5 held), We extract the following figures :— о 
Melbourne. Geelong,inc. Ерй, 
— — — — 
Aug., Aug., Aug. ' Aug 
. . 1918. 1919. 1018. 1919, : 
Consumers . ... ‚ 36,870 $2,430 3,148 3374 
Lighting, &c., in KW.. 31,740 36,189. 2,843 3.03 
Motors (rated Н.Р.) 4. - 24.610 30,318 2,392 : 2415 
Total connections, Kw. Н 69,880 - 66.507 5,235 5,497 
Total units sold 32,839,227 35,069,000 1,677,700 1,551 012 


Increase in consumers, 5,560 (15 per cent.); power supply 
30.318 H. b. (inerease 10 per cent.); total connections increase, 
14 per cent.; total units sold, increase 7 per cent.; groas 
revenue, increase 6 per cent. Notwithstanding the’ heavy 
increase in the cost of labour, fuel, and materials generally, 
the company was able to avoid making any increase in its 
charges to consumers during the year. 

Underground Electric Railways Co. of 


London London, Ltd.—-Interest at 1 per cent., free 
Underground of tax, on the 6 per cent. income bonds of 
‘Electric  — 1945 for the half-year. 434,000 carried 

Railways. forward. (Last year, З per cent. 


London Electric Ratlway Co.—Final divi- 
dend of à per cent. on the ordinary shares, making Ii per 
cent, for the year; £20,942 carried forward. (Last year Д 
per cent., making 2 per cent. for the year.) 

City c South London Railway Co,.—Final dividend of 1 per 
cent. on the consolidated ordinary stock, making 2 per cent. 
for the year, the same as last year; £24 367 carried forward. 

Central London Railway Co.—Final dividend of 14 per cent. 
on the undivided ordinary stock, making 33 per cent. for 
the vear; final dividend of 2 per cent. on the preferred ordi- 
nary stock, making 4 per cent. for the year; dividend of 3 
per cent. on the deferred ordinary. Carned forward £11,762. 
(Last year 4 per cent. on the undivided and 4 per cent. on 
the deferred.) 

Metropolitan District Railway Co.—Final dividend of 11 per 
cent. on the 5 per cent. second preference, making 4 per cent. 
for the year. Carried forward £22,098. 


Presiding at the annual meeting on 


Yorkshire Friday last, Sir H. S. Leon referred to the 
(West Riding) demands of labour and the question of 
Electric fares. They fully recognised the right of 
Tramways. all to demand higher wages in proportion 
Co., Ltd. to the rise in prices of articles of necessity, 


but they had al-o to recognise the right- 
fulness of the demand of investors for a fair return on their 
money. The board claimed that if a statutory wage was to 
be given there should be an alteration in the statute which 
fixed fares. It was impossible for such transport systems to 
work satisfactorily under existing conditions, tied on the 
one hand by the obsolete and inadequate statutory fare af 
one penny per mile, and on the other band being compelled 
to grant the demands of labour to pay the extortionate prices 
demanded for the materials which they must have. The 
Government, regardless of any principle of justice, had unti 
now turned a deaf ear to the owners of transport systems. 
lor nine years no return upon their capital had been re 
ceived. They were quite justified in demanding that as the 
cost of providing transport had so enormously increased, they 
should be given permission for a reasonable increase in the 
fares. The fare privileges given to the class called '' work- 
ing should be revised, they were in a great many instances 
receiving considerably higher wages than many otbers in 
trade and business, and a halfpenny per mile was inost unfair. 
The company's only hope was that the Government would 
in the immediate future deal fairly with the transport in- 
dustry and permit them to raise their fares reasonably. The 
company's total revenue for the vear increased by £16, 518 
(11.9 per cent.) to £157,086, but the operating expenses in- 
creased by 17.458 (23 per cent.) to £92,172. The wages р 
for 1919 was 40 per cent. higher Шап for 1918. апа 188 
cent. higher than for 1914. "They would see the effect of a 
full year's operation of the wages awarls of last year during 
1990. They had paid the 6 per cent. dividend on the pre- 
ference shares and purchased funded dividend certificates of 
£21.047 for £12.837. They had put £14,259 to renewals and 
depreciation. When the time came for large renewals to ^e 
undertaken they would cost more than they had contemplated 
in the old days, and thev must make ample provision for 
these increased prices. The chairman later said that the 
manager, Mr. II. England, had had an anxious year, and 
he was going to have an equally anxious one in 1990. He 
wished publicly to acknowledge his services. 


Costa Rica Electric Light & Traction Co.. Ltd.— Year 
ended June ЗО, 1949, net earnings in Costa Rica. after 
charging all expenses, £14,328, an increase of 43.824. Net 
deficit for the year £2,549, against 46.646 in the previous 
vear. The gold preinium has averaged 315 per cent. during 


the year, as against 345 per cent. in the previous year, and 
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112 per cent. (the normal equivalent of the gold '' Colon ”) 
in the year (1913-14) before the war. Ihe depreciation of the 
company's profits caused by the fall in the value of the 
national currency is shown by the following figures: The net 
earnings in Colones for the year under review amounted to 
C.397,305—2a. record in the operations of the enterprise. At 
the normal exchange of 112 per cent. premium, or 10.60 to the 
£ sterling, these colones would have realised 4£28,047—so that 
the loss on exchange for the year wgs no less than £13,719. 
The interest on the 6 per cent. prior f en bonds has been paid 
in cash, but the holders of the 5 per cent. debentures received 
their interest in deferred warrants. Since the end of the 
nnancial year there has been a substantial rise in the sterling 
value of the colon, and should this continue they have every 
hope of being able to resume payment in cash of the interest 
on the à per cent. debentures on June 30th next: 


Metropolitan Railway Co.—Report for the year ended 


December, 1919. Receipts, 41,712.52; — expenditure, 
41.279.074. Other receipts, £203,450. ‘Total net income, 
£635,325, plus £19,211 brought torward. After deducting 


interest, renewals, appropriation, &., £316,752; preference 
dividend, £239,107; and ordinary dividend, 25s. per cent, per 


инип; £19,864 is to be carried forward; £40,000 is put to 


general renewals, as against £20,000 in 1918. Lhough there 
has been a large increase in traffic, expenses have grown in a 
much greater ratio by reason of Government concessions tq 
the staff and the higher cost of coal and other commodities. 
Consequently the amount received from the Government 
under their guarantee is considerably larger than in 1918. 
The passenger fares must be raised, and steps are being taken 
to this end in conjunction with the other London transport 
companies. Additions to rolling stock and electrical plant 
have become imperatively necessary, and orders have been 
placed for new trains and locomotives; negotiations are pro- 
ceeding for the erection of additional generating plant at the 
Neasden power house. 
Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. — An ex- 
planation of the dividend disappointment in regard to this 
company has been issued, from which it appears that many 
of the patents have expired and others have but a compara- 
tively short life, these patents representing £240,000, or 40 per 
cent. of the capital. Negotiations with an international syndi- 
cate have been entered into for the formation of a new concern 
under the title of International Automatic Electric. Co., to 
acquire the light to carry on business in eleven European 
countries where the present company has no such right. The 
new company, it is proposed, shall have a capital of £920,000 
in 200, 000 7 per cent. cumulative preference, 360,000 ordinary, 
and 360,000 deferred, all of £1 each. The new preference will 
be exchangeable for those now in existence, while the whole 
of the new deferred will go to the syndicate as consideration 
for provision by the syndicate of additional capital for exten- 
sions up to £100,000, and manufacturing orders carrying a 
fixed percentage of profit from countries outside of United 
Kingdom to the following minimum amounts: £100,000 n 
1920, £150,000 in 1921, and of £200,000 per annum in 1922 to 
1927 inclusive. The ordinary and deferred shares will rank 
equally for further participation in the profite after each class 
has received 6 per cent.—Financial Times. 


Tyneside Tramways & Tramroads Co.—The report shows 
that the surplus of receipts over expenses for 1919 was £7,177, 
plus £1,758 brought forward. Interest on mortgages, loans, 
&c., £1,349: 5 per cent. preference dividend, less tax; 5 per 
cent., less tax, on the ordinary; to reserve for renewals, de- 
preciation, &c., £1,400; carried forward £2,237. For the year 
the traffic receipts showed an increase of £7.239. Car miles, 
630,745 in 1919, against 647,980 in 1918; passengers carried, 
11,637,053. in 1919, against 11,778,103 in 1918; total {гай 
receipts, £59,820 in 1919, against £52,581; gross profit, £14,120 
in 1919, against £18,243. 

General Electric Co., Ltd.— An extraordinary meeting 
will be held on February Mth for the purpose of passing 
resolutions making the 1,655,790 issued preference shares and 
144.210 of the unissued preference shares A preference 
shares, and the 1,800,000 preference shares at present unissued 
71 per cent. B " cumulative preference shares. The capital 
wil then be 6,000,000, divided into 1,800,000 64 per cent. 
"A" cumulative preference shares of £1 each, 1,800,000 74 

per cent. В " cumulative preference shares of £1 each, and 
2400,000 ordinary shares of £l each.—Financtal Times. 


National Gas Engine Co., Ltd.—Net profit for the year 
ended December, 1919, after providing for depreciation and 
allowing for management salaries, excess profits duty, and 
income tax, £106,387. Interim dividends of 5 per cent. per 
annum on the preference and 74 per cent. per annum on the 
ordinarv have been paid, and final dividends at the same rates 
are now to be paid, both less income tax, together with a 
bonus of ls. per share (free of tax) on the ordinary shares. 
£50400 is put to reserve fund and £46,174 is to be carried 
forward. 

Globe Telegraph & Trust Co., Ltd.—Final dividend 14s. 
per share, making 10 per cent. net on the ordinary shares. 
Existing holders are being offered 60,376 ordinary shares rt 
par in the proportion of one new share for every three now 
held. ‘The Financier states that this issue is to enable the 
canpany to take up its proportion of the new issues of the 
Eastern and Eastern Extension Companies. 


Spanish & General Wireless Trust, Ltd.— Ihe Financial 
Times states that for the year ended June, 1919, the profit 
was 45,500, plus £483 brought forward, making £5,983 to be 
carried forward. The company will go into voluntary hquida- 
tion for selling the whole of the as-ets for fully-paid shares 
in 4 new company with wider powers. 

St. James’ & Pall Mall Electric Light Co., Ltd.—Balance 
dividend on the 7 per cent. preference shares for the half-year 
ending December 3156, 1919, of 3s. 6d. per share, and 8s. 64. 
per share on the ordinary shares, making with the interim 
dividend a total of 12 per cent. for the year. 

Vulcanite, Ltd.—Dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum, less tax, and a bonus of 6d. per share, free of tax; 
bonus of 6d. per share on preference shares, free of tax. The 
capital is to be increased to £150,000 by the creation of 50,000 
new ordinary shares of £1 each. 

Stock Exchange Notice.—The Committee has ordered 
the undermentioned to be officially quoted :— 

Vera Cruz Electric Light, Power & Traction, I.td.—350,000 
shares of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 350,000). 

Central Electric Supply Co.— £22,766 has been transferred 
to depreciation fund, £400 written off for discount on issue of 
debenture stock, and £6 1s to be carried forward. 

Hong-Kong Tramway Co., Ltd.—Final dividend of 15. 3d. 
е making 2s. tor the усаг 1919. Carried forward, 
£7,116. 

Crossley Bres., Ltd.—Dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. 
per annum on the ordinary shares for tne nalf-vear, making 
8 per cent. for the year. 

Frederick Braby & Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend of 5 per 
cent. on the ordinary shares, less tax. 

Fellows Magneto Co., Ltd.—This company is offering 
for sale 250,000 ordinary shares of 10s. each at 185. 6d. each. 

Underfeed Stoker Co., Ltd.—Intcrim dividend at the rate 
of 5 per cent., less tax. 

Smithfield Markets Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Dividend 
Ps 2 per cent. on the ordinary shares for 1919. £1,300 carried 
orward. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

STOCK EXCHANGE markets are in a rather hesitant mood. The 
King's speech on Tuesday was read favourably, but it is feit 
that the general position both at home and abroad contains 
so many elements making for doubt and uncertainty as to 
cause investors to wait before venturing far into new cominit- 
ments. The shadow of the Budget is at hand, and is bound 
to exercise a depressing influence for the next few weeks. 
This is felt, of course, mainly in the markets concerned with 
gilt-edged issues. Although it 1s frequently argued that what- 
ever 15 bad for fixed-interest stocks must of necessity operate 
in the opposite direction where оё speculavive descriptions 
are concerned, the tide of enterprise in Stock Exchange 
markets is distinctly checked. 

There was sharp disappointment at the dividend declaration 
of the Underground Electric Railways of London. That the 
income bonds would get their full 3 per cent. many men did 
regard ae doubtful, but it was not expected that the rate 
would be dropped to 1 per cent., and, on this belng an- 
nounced, the price of the shares fell 8 points to 76, from which 
there was a trifling recovery as bolder buyers came in. 
Jobbing backwards, it is hardly surprising that the company 
should not have made the best of things, seeing how matters 
now stand between it and the Government, and some seem to 
think that in normal circumstances the board might have 
managed to squeeze out 2 per cent. However that may be, 
the market for the ordinary and the shilling shares, after 
being flat, rallied to some extent, and both issues show im- 
provements. London and Suburban and similar shares keep 
on the dull side. Districts have fallen back to 2. 

Business is less active amongst the shares of the home elec- 
tricity companies, but further rises have occurred m Bromp- 
tons, Charing Cross, Kensington and St. James, though Cit: 
ordinary at 133 are 5s. down after their rapid and continuou: 
rise. The dividend declarations are being awaited with 
unusual interest, though the optimists are fortifying thein- 
selves against possible disappointment by saying that the in- 
dustry as a whole cannot be expected to recover to any notice- 
able extent until the current twelvemonth. 

In the manufacturing group, Edisons have gone «ick to 
25s., and British Aluminiums аге a few pence lower. Of the 
telegraph shares, Callender's at 9% shed their gain of lust 
week, but Telegraph Constructions continue on the upward 
grade, and at 28} are another £1 to the good. Various prefer- 
ence shares are dull, as the holders sell them in order to ex- 
change into ordinary with greater prospects of advance -n 
capital value. The new issue of the General Electric Com- 
pany, referred to last week in this column, seems to be gener- 
allv expected. | | 

One very unpleasant feature of the week is a sharp fall in 
the price of Automatic ‘Telephones, which slumped from. 355. 
to 228. on the directors’ decision not to рау any dividend in 
respect of 1919. The announcement was followed by a long 
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circular setting forth that the company has been doing badly 
since the armistice, and that in its present condition there -s 
little hope of improvement. lt is proposed to form a new 
concern, with power to operate in various foreign countries 
and to trunsfer the interests of the Automatic Telephone to the 
newcomer. The scheme is certainly not conducive to imme- 
diate hopefulness for holders who paid higher prices for their 
shares, and the whole thing has come as a bombshell to thosc 
who were looking for improvement in the price, on the idea 
that the British Governinent would probably take over the 
company ах a nucleus of à new automatic system for general 
use. 

The cable market is not quite so good, Eastern ordinary 
at 195 being 5 points and China shares 10s. lower, though 
the remaining members of this group hold their substantial 
rises Which occurred on the increased dividend announcements. 
The Globe Telegraph has come into line with a 10 per cent. 
dividend and new capital proposals. Strength stands out in 
Marconis, which have risen to 4 3-16 on a return to favour of 
the Marconi group as a whole. Marines stiffened to 2 13-16 
and Americans rose to 30s. 6d., with a fair amount of business 
doing in all the shares. Another dramatic jump occurred in 
Bombay ‘Tramways, the price soaring to 128. ‘To the inquisi- 
tive, the extraordinary price is almost exasperating. The pre- 
ference are harder at 15}. Brazilian Tractions shed а couple 
of points. An odd anomaly is shown by Anglo-Argentine first 
preference being lower than the second preference. This may 
be partly explained by the fact that the seconds carry moré 
arrears of dividend than their seniors. 

Cromptons are a good market at 22s. 6d., and Babcocks rose 
to 38. The armament and kindred groups remain somewhat 
undecided. Rubber shares are quiet and out of fashion. Re- 
vival in South Africans has diverted interest from base metal 
mining shares. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL OOMPANIES. 


Homes ELEOTRiCITY COMPANIBS. 
Dividend Price 


MÀ Feb. 10, Yield 
1917. 1918. 1920. Rise or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ordinary o 0. 10 8 6t 11 £6 í 0 
Oharing Cross Ordinary .. 4 4 87 + 3 ^ R 
do. do. do  4jPref... 4 4 21 — 8 в 8 
Chelsea.. ee ee ee ee б 8 3} -—— 4 12 4 
City of London Ў 8 8 13i — 1 516 4 
lo. do. 6 per ‘cent. Pref. .. 6 6 vi — » 48 
Oounty of London .. q 7 "1 +4 тз 7 
до dn 6 рег cent, Pref, 6 6 9 — a 13 4 
Kensington Ordinary à is 1 6 5} + } 514 3 
London Electric ми Nil ig 
do. do. 6 percent. Pret... 8 6 84 — 8 11 8 
do. 4i per oant. Pret. “+ “a 4 25 — 716 6 
8%. James and Pall Mall. . Я 10 tié ti 7 13 10 
South London “> 6 6 2R — 712 8 
Bouth Metropolitan Pret... 8 1 1 1 — тоо 
Westminster Ordinary  .. yx 9 B 6 — 710 0 
TRLRGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
Anglo-Am. Tel. pret T" . 6 6 913 — 11 9 
do. L] oe eo 14 88/6 le 1 1 2 
Chile Telephone es "T А 8 8 eg — 6 5 6 
Cuba Sub. Ord. 2% А 1 1 1 — 4 11 4 
Eastern Extension vs 9 B 8 19 - ` 5 2 7 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. У en B B 195 5 5 2 7 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. ee 1 8 20 — *4 18 6 
do. do. Pref. .. аж 6 6 94 — 6 6 4 
Great Northern Tel. v» .. 99 R el — 8 6 0 
Indo- European a si .. 18 18 — 618 4 
Marconi . 90 96 4 +4 6 0 0 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. . 16 10 9.5 — 416 0 
United R. Plate Tel. 2s Я 8 8 8 —4 поо 
West India and Paoama .. . M8 1/8 lA, — 5 9 6 
Western Telegraph.. . е 8 8 204 — *4 17 7 
Howm RAILS, 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 584 — 616 9 
Metropolitan . d Vs 1 1 23 — 8 8 
do. District А . Nil Nil 20 — 4 Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 29 + Ф Nil 
do. do. “A” .. Ni Nil 6/- 464. Nil 
do. do. Income .. 4 b 18 —3 — 
FonkiGM Trams, &0. 
Adelaide Sup. 6 per cent. Pref. .. 6 84 — 7 14 10 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. 53 Nil ЗЕ - 3 — 
do. do. 2nd Pref. ee — 2+ — Bj — тее 
ао. do. 5 Deb. v^ 6 b 644 —1 715 0 
Brazil Tractions  .. 25 А — — 55 —2 — 
Bombay Electric Pref. 6 6 154 +} 817 8 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Ptce. 5 5 — 7 15 0 
do. do. Preferrred Nil a 57 — 8 13 10 
do. do.  Deferred Nil Ni 52 — 514 8 
do. do. Deb. T 4i 64 — 6 15 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds. Ni Nil 46 — Nil 
do. 6 рег cent. Bonds. Nil Nil BoA — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. . Nil Nil 22% — Nil 
do. Pref. v .. Ni Nil 35 — Nil 
do, let Bonds . Ni Nil 52 — = 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox .. ss T 15 15 38 * à *4 2 9 
British Aluminium Ord. .. ee 10 10 14] — ds 5 16 3 
British Insulated Ord. T" is 25 123 1 — 5 14 2 
Callenders  .. a ss oe 25 25 99 — ф 6 9 10 
„э Pref. oe . ee 5 64 42 — à 7 0 6 
Castner Kellner i is 25 20 1 — — 
Crompton Ord. Н n 1 10 29/6 +1/- 8 17 10 
Edison-Swan, “А "` . — 10 1+ — үң 8 0 0 
do. do. брег cent. Deb. - 4 5 7 — 6 5 9 
Electric Construction m a 10 10 1 — 8 0 0 
Gen. Elec. Pref.  .. 9 ie 6 64 19/6 — 618 4 
do. Ord. Ps "T " 10 10 41/- — 4 15 3 
Henley ee е 6 ee oe ae 25 25 2j cT 6 14 2 
do. 44 Pref.. oe ee ve 43 4h 8 — à 6 4 2 
India - Rubber. d s gs 10 10 154 — } в 9 0 
Met. -Vickers Pref. oe oe oe == EE dr + à 5 0 4 
Siemens Ord...‘ se - Р — 10 / — 7 2 10 
Telegraph Con. sis oe Es 20 20 2-4 +1 *4 2 0 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


IT should be remembered. in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances. 


Tuesday, February 10th. 


| Latest Fortnight's 


CHEMICALS. &c. | Price. Inc. or Dec. 
| Illos. itd — 
a Acid, Oxalic ... ТЕ M SQ per lb. 1/5 
а Ammoniac Sal e. per ton £95 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) 5 £75 
а Bisulphide of Carbon wee es T | oes 
а Borax E СӘ 5 £12 EN 
a Copper Sulphate... S M 5 | £51 | £3 inc. 
g Potash, Chiorate  ... M .. рег lb. | lid. bas 
„ Perchlorate wide, ЕК T | 171 
a a Shellac К .. perewt. £41 
a Sulphate of Magnesia N e. per to £15 
SUN Sublimed Flowers s " 42 
» Lump eee wee aoe * | 42 
а a Soda, Chiorate efo т e. per lb. 6d. 
» Crystals .. per юп 170/- 
: Sodium Bichromate, casks per lb. | E 
METALS, &c. | 
g Babbitt's Metal Ingots . per ton £118 to £345 A 
c Brass icolied metai2' to 12" basis) per lb. 1/4 DE 4d. inc. 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn)... S T | 1/14 tolm} ` id. inc. 
c „ Wire, basis... Кы a 1/4 | id. inc 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn) Y T 1/lu id. inc. 
g „ Bars i selected) ... рег ton £171 £4 inc. 
& „ Sheet, wie as eee » | #111 | £i me 
g » Rod . ; ds " | £111 | £4 inc 
d " (Electrolytic) Bars els T 4132 | £7 inc. 
d "s e Sheets ... m £156 s 
d „ T Wire Rods.. a £147 | £7 ne. 
d " E H. C. Wire.. per lb. 1/6 44. ine. 
t£. Ebonite Rad |. М ЭХ; UN s 8 / А 
ad Sheet Ж n js 4/6 sas 
n German Silver Wire one M у» 3/- 3d. inc. 
h Gutta-percha, fine .. ЕЕ Put „ | 13/- "T 
A India- rubber, Para flue . A 277 id. dec. 
i Iron Pig (Cleveiand. Warrants) per ton Nom. ! А 
{1 „ Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. ә. anal $5 £48 10/- m 
g Lead, Enghsh Pig т ivt £50 10/- 58% anc. 
g Mercury ve s. per bot. £22 10/- 10/;- dec. 
e Mica (iu original cases) small |... per lb. 6d. to 4/6 | r 
< 4% T „ medium .. “4 5/- to 10/- | 2x 
„ large T 12/6 to 25/- & up | ^ 
2 Phosphor Bronze, plain custings " | 1/8 to 2/- | " 
7 i „ Toued Dees aad rod i i 2/2 to 4/6 wee 
„ rolled strip & sheet $5 | 2/3 to 2/9 " 
а Silicium Broaze Wire 0 ... per ib. 175 id. аас 
т Steel, Magnet, in bars ... А m | | Ж 
g Tin, Block (Engusn) Vos .. рет ton | £391 lo £392 £4 anc. 
z „ Wire, Non. 1 to 16 .. рег lb. | 6/3 | 3d. inc. 
White Anti friction Metals .. per ton £90 to 4945 " 
CTT JJ •l 
Quotations supplied by— 
a G. Boor & Co. g James & Shakespeare. 
c Thos. Boiton & Sons, Ltd. h Edward Till & Co, 
d Fresecick Smith & Co, ' i Bolliog & Lowe. 
e F. Wiggins & Sons. 4 Richard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd. 
f India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and a P. Ormiston & Sons. 
‘Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


Victoria Falls. The Financial Times recently recorded 
the results of a survey or the Victoria Falls and an investiga- 
tion into the possibilities of their employment for the pro- 
duction of electrical energy. ‘Lhe velocity of the Zambesi at 
the hp of the falls was found to be 700 yards per hour, giving 
an estimated volume of 704,070 cu. ft. per minute. The 
maximum available head was stated to be 380 ft. to the level 
of the tail water; about 10 ft. of this would be deducted for 
the height of the turbines above the surface of. the water. 

o allow for the rise of the water in the canon during the 
flood period, the turbines would necessarily have to be con- 
structed at a much greater height, probably 65 ft. above 
the normal level, thus reducing the head to about 315 ft. 
Mr. C. W. Carter, the author of this report (furnished by 
the Rhodesian Munitions and Resources Committee), states 
that unreliable data previously issued estimated the power 
possibilities of the falls at about one hundred times more 
than could be arrived at by actual measurements. As far 
back as November 24th, 1905, however, the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
gave а report of the investigations of the African Concession 
Syndicate, which will be found to agree very closely with 
the results of this later survey of the position. The syndicate 
in conjunction with leading Continental and American en- 
gineers, computed the available head as being 330 ft., actually 
less than that now reported. Mr- Carter estimates the elec- 
trical equivalent of the power available as 263,000 kW., allow- 
ing an efficiency of 85 per cent., and including further losses 
due to pipe friction, &c. The syndicate stated that a total 
of 500.000 H.P. could be utilised, which is equivalent to about 
300,000 Kw. 

It will be seen from this that there is not such a great 
disparity between the present calculations and those of four- 
teen or fifteen years ago. The falls, however, are still 700 
miles from the Rand, and the prospect of spanning that 
distance with a transmission line seems to be equally remote. 
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TRANSFORMERS FOR ELECTRIC FURNACES. 


AT Manchester, on January 27th. Mr. J. L. Thompson's 
paper, an abstract of which appeared in our issue of January 
3uth, was read and discussed before the North-Western 
Centre of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 

Mr. H. G. FURLONG agreed generally with the author's 
openmg remarks, but protested against the comparison which 
he made between the core and the shell type of transformer. 
Coils wound in a continuous length were suitable either 
for the core or circular shell-type transformer. The same 
machine was capable of winding coils for a rectangular 
shell-type transformer, und circular turns could be wound 
in one continuous length; so that the difficulty of the joints 
was entirely overcome. In the rectangular-shell type there 
was a greater length of core on which the leakage Пих would 
cut the punching in a parallel direction on the core tapping, 
but at the sume tine there was a greater amount of aron in 
the rectanvular-shell than in the core type, so that so far 
as the losses due to leakage flux were concerned, there was 
no difference between the two types. Surely the author 
did not design a core-type transformer for furnace work with 
H.P. tappings unless they were put in the centre of the 
winding so as not to interfere with the reinforced turns, or 
materially affect the balance of load in the L.P. parallel coils. 
The same arrangement could be made on the core type as 
on the shell type. The author stated in London that twelve 
times as many breakdowns occurred in the core type as on the 
shell type transformer, and that it was, therefore, necessary to 
make the core-type transformers so that they could be re- 
paired on site. That was a mis-statenent so far as Ње manu- 
lacture of transformers generally was concerned. With re- 
gard to the tappings, he was in entire agreement with the 
author. Uf the tappings could be entirely omitted the trans- 
former would be much more reliable. Boosters or induction 
regulators could be used for regulating the voltage, and if 
these broke down the main transforiner could still be used 
for working the furnace as the author suggested. IIis patent 
for obtaming half turns was very ingenious, but considerable 
difficulty would probably be experienced due to the extra 
length of L. p. lead which was necessary to bring the end 
of the half turn from the bottom of the transformer through 
the top of the tank. Also a considerable amount of addi- 
tional reactance would be caused, and additional losses, due 
to the half turn encircling the bottom: cast-iron base and the 
top casting. Further, the heavy leads would have to be 
joined at the bottom of the tank where it. was almost im- 
possible to inspect. If these objections could be overcome 
his patent would make it possible to obtain a very much 
more economical proportion of material on the shell-type 
transforiner. Furnace lay-outs were usually in the hands of 
the furnace manufacturers, with the result that there were 
very few lay-outs (if any) in this country that could not be 
considerably improved. 

Dr. Mines WALKER explained. that a great deal of trouble 
had arisen through careless original lay-out, and very often 
it had been difficult to reduce the reactance to the right 
amount. In this connection, he believed that many engineers 
who were dealing with the matter did not fully appreciate the 
laet that one could reduce the reactance just as well by in- 
creasing’ the diameter of the leads. In actual. practice most 
eleetrie furnaces used about ten times more copper than was 
needed, because nine-tenths of the copper was not carrying 
апу current at all, or it might even be carrying current in the 
Wrong direction. Inerensing the voltage in the transformer 
was not always possible, on account of the internal con- 
ditions of the furnace. Another matter was that the low 
power-factor on the „Т. side of the furnace was not entirely 
due to the reactance of the leads. He had made some 
definite calculations, and was quite convinced that a pheno- 
nenon, which might be called delayed resistance, existed. 
Mr. J. Frivn was surprised that a more intimate connec- 
ton had not been established between switchgear and 
transformer designers. Large transformers were at the mercy 
of the switehzear, and usually the failure of a transformer 
Was—at any rate by its designer--put down to failure of the 
switchgear control; the paper was a little inadequate in that 
Tespect. The effect of the arc might introduce a great ditti- 
culty in the design of the transformer; there was very often 
à double swing in change over of current, in à purely are 
furnace. 

Mr. A. G. Ennis thought it rather a pity that the paper 
Was more or less confined to one class of (steel) furnace, and 
almost to one type of transformer. The manufacturers of 
arc resistance furnace apparatus, and of the electrical gear 
connected therewith, had had rather a rough run for their 
money; thev had to buv experience sometimes under very 
strange conditions. Now. that the war conditions were over, 
ind they had zot behind them most of their troubles, there 
Was а lull in the demand for apparatus, and they could 
hot apply to the extent that they desired the experience they 
ue gamed, Even now there were certain points in specify- 
IF transformers and electrical equipment for electric fur- 
_ 1 tended to give the customer a worse piece of 
s Hd an 2 would really get if he simply said what 
5 Fs left it to the manufacturer to make the 
UNE nue engineers thought they would get a better 

piece of apparatus by specifying the actual current. 


He put in a plea for the British standard rating, especially 
with this class of apparatus. It they could get down to a 
standard rating it would be to the general benefit both of thc 
engineers who installed plant and the manufacturers who 
made it. He was surprised that the question of core versus 
shell type of transformer had been raised. He thought they 
had settled that last year. There was really nothing in this 
controversy; it depended on the views formed from experi- 
ence and What one had been brought up to. Increasing the 
power of the furnace was a matter which exertised the 
furmace-inakers very much. To increase the number ot 
phases ad lib. was rather dangerous, because the more phases 
there were the more complicated was the switchgear, and 
consequently greater liability to break down. The difficul- 
ties associated with half-turn design were chiefly mechanical 
ones, Low pressure leads had given rise to more trouble than 
anything else. 

Mr. К. О. Mercer explained that from experience gained 
when at the Ministry of Munitions, he very quickly found 
that the transformer maker—no inatter who he was—was 
the last person, generally speaking, to blame for the failure 
of transformers in electric steel furnaces. In the first. place, 
the furnace maker was partly to blame, because in those 
days he traded very largely on the transformer manufacturers’ 
guarantee that the transformer would stand up to 20 per 
cent. overload for a considerable period of time, and the 
consequence was that he used the full capacity of the trans- 
former without any thought of temperature rise or the over- 
load which the transformer was subjected to, quite apart 
from all question of surge. As time went on, It began to be 
appreciated that the transformer was the most important 
part of an electric furnace, and its breakdown involved in 
nearly every case very great delay, whereas а breakdown 
in any of the auxiliary gear was a matter of small moment. 
Mr. Thompson had not mentioned anything about present 
methods whereby surges were very largely limited. ‘They 
had now an automatic voltage-current regulator which took 
care of the furnace from the initial cold stage, and some 
of the furnaces in this country were being converted to the 
new method, and the rest, in a short tine, would begiu to 
follow. The proposal to raise the voltage had disadvantages, 
and the user would obviously suffer unless he had a car- 
bonaceous atmosphere. 

Mr. A. Ratcuirrr'’s views, apart from the question of 
design, were generally in agreement with the opinions ex- 
pressed in the paper. It was only right that the supply 
company should have the power of moposing such restrictions 
as would ensure that the supply to other consumers would 
not be interfered with by the operation of furnaces. Pre- 
sumably any authority which undertook to supply a furnace 
would be able to deal with 1.6 and 2.3. tunes the normal 
load, but he did not think they should be expected to deal 
With the enormous surges and rushes which occurred. 
Failure of insulation of switchgear and transformer ter- 
nunals, &., might have been due to the heavy auto-trans- 
former etlect, but he felt that in many cases it had been 
due to surges arising from: furnace conditions, and that they 
were more likely under the conditions which arose when 
transformers were switched into circuit. He had seen 
evidence of sparks having flashed across distances of 4 or 5 
in., and, of course, the results were disastrous. It showed 
that the strun on switchgear, end turns, and transformer 
windings Was a very real one. Fortunately, experience had 
shown that in many cases the cure for this state of affairs 
was the insertiom of auxiliary contacts in the switches with 
charging resistances between the main and the auxiliary 
contacts, to enable the transformer to push up magnetisa- 
tion, and avoid the rush when the inain contacts came in. 
It was also possible for these surges to take place in switching 
out a transformer, which fact could only be put down to 
some ellect due to chattering contacts on the switches, such 
contact being frequently the cause of surges, External re- 
actances should be fixed as near as possible to the cable head, 
immediately after the isolating links; otherwise one would 
simply have, as he had seen in the last fortnight, a current 
transformer acting as а choke coil. The normal pressure 
between the terminals of the transformer and earth would 
be about 3,800 volts. Actually the are flashed over through 
a lin. thickness of Empire cloth giving a spark voltage, by 
estimate, of not Jess than 100,000 volts, which was conclusive 
proof that the trouble was not imaginary. It would be 
minimised to some extent by an increase of the supply pres- 
sure. The H.P. cables would, he thought, be capable of ab- 
sorbing the shocks to some extent. | 

Mr. Е. E. Ни, explained that furnace manufacturers 
wanted to make conditions as easy as possible for the furnace, 
and did not mind very much about the transformer. It was 
not possible to reduce the number of tappings. If the Lr. 
voltage could be raised a little it should be considered, be- 
cause it cut down the current of the transformer, which was 
desirable. In connection with rating he had one specifica- 
tion of a furnace transformer for about 2,000 Kk. v. A., 25 cycles. 
They specified a temperature on full load of 45 deg. C., a tem- 
perature rise of 50 per cent., aud overload continuously. at 
55 deg. C., which would have made the iron loss about 4.6 
times the copper Josses. Mr. Thompson had only dealt with 
transformers up to 25,000 volts, but he might have given some 
consideration to higher voltages. The curves showing k. v.. 
ratings against price and weight referred to nominal 
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K. v. A. ratings, which was a very misleading term. The 
author meant the actual K.v.4., but it would be fairer to call 
it the rated K.vV.A. Furnace transformers, even with equi- 
valent k. v. A., were very much more expensive than power 
transformers. | 

Mr. Binns said that failure, when it occurred, was 
invariably attributed to bad design or careless workmanship 
on the part of the transformer makers. Sheffield steel manu- 
facturers were very prone to this fault. In some cases the 
electric furnace had been discarded after several breakdowns 
due to mishandling, where, if there had been a proper appre- 
ciation of the apparatus, it would not have suflered the set- 
backs which resulted trom the testimon у of those who failed in 
its use due to ignorance. Пе would increase the author's figures 
referring to locations and operation; а minimum distance 
when stated. as satisfactory by the manufacturers tended to 
become the maximum when space was being allocated by the 
user. He could not agree that the core type transformer must 
of necessity suffer from the defects mentioned by the author, 
or that the shell type suffered from the disadvantages given as 
hereditary defects; it was all a question of design. To get 
out u design which might be quite satisfactory for one class 
of work and then put it forward as the best for all purposes 
was wrong. Assuming a 3-phase furnace was to be installed, 
it was generally better to install a 3-phase transformer; this 
became all the more necessary as the size increased. For & 
large furnace (8,000 k. v. A. or upwards) the use of single-phase 
shell type (incidentally the use of 3-phase shell type was not 
a practical proposition for this purpose) would increase the 
difficulties of the installation owing to induction in the leads, 
to such an extent that they became impracticable also. On 
the other hand, where single-phase transforiners were re- 
quired, as in singie and 2-phase furnaces, the circular shell 
type had definite advantages. Put briefly, it was not a cane 
of core v. shell type, but of a design to suit the particular 
case, which generally would be obtained in the circular ahell 
with. the coil faces vertical and the axis horizontal for single- 
phase work and iu the 3-phase core type, again with the coil 
faces vertical for 3-phase furnaces. The two largest steel 
furnaces at present in service in this country were each of 
15 tons capacity, using two 1,500-K.v.a. single-phase trans- 
formers Scott connected. The furnaces were identical except 
for periodicity of circuit. No tappings were used in the main 
transformers except the Scott tappings. The voltage variation 
in 20-volt steps, from 100 volts to 200 volts, was obtained 
by use of an auto regulating transformer. Voltage regula- 
tion, to which the author gave considerable attention, ге- 
quired very careful consideration. Tappings in the main 
transformers were to be avoided wherever possible. The three 
largest carbide furnaces in this country were of the 3-phase 
type, and were each equipped with 3-phase core-type trans- 
formers. As far as possible increase in size of steel furnaces 
was concerned, the author had not mentioned the use of two 
arcs In series, by which means the voltage could be raised 
to about 200 volts. The 15-ton furnaces mentioned were of 
this type, designed by Mr. Victor Stobie. This method made 
possible the use of furnaces up to approximately 60 tons 
with the electrodes at present available. So far as carbide 
furnaces were concerned, the largest built on the Continent 
was about 25,000 k. v. A., or roughly three times the capacity 
of the largest in use here. The author’s ideal for a furnace 
transformer was good, although, except in extreme cases, it 
was not necessary to introduce the complication of an external 
reactance. 

Mr. G. Е. Surs thought that furnace manufacturers in 
the past had been optimistic about what the current was 
doing; they had claimed a steady current. It was essential 
that the transformer should be sound mechanicallv. He de- 
precated the use of springs in transformers to hold the main 
connections together. Furnace transformers should be rated 
at their maximum continuous capacity, i.e., at which the tem- 
perature rise of the oil would go up to its maximum. How- 
ever, trouble was more likely with the oil than with an ordi- 
nary transformer where the load came on at different periods 
of the day and fluctuated. | 

Mr. Sonner complained that the paper. contained nothing 
about the efficiency of any of the transformers. He thought 
that an external reactance would be more desirable, and that 
the reactance in the transformer should be kept as low »s 
possible on account of the relation between efficiency and 
cost; the efficiency of the transformer was solely a matter 
of cost. | | 

Mr. J. L. Тномрѕох, in reply, said he was sorry the ques- 
tion of the core v. shell type had been brought up again. He 
did not mention it in the paper in order not to bring forward 
anv criticism of the two types. He referred to horizontal 
furnace transformers because it showed a new departure. 
The core being a laminated structure it would give the rigidity 
derived from being supported by stanchions. His experience 
had been mainly on the shell type of transformer. Witb- 
regard to the losses due to the half turn suggested in the 
paper, there was bound to be a little extra loss on that half 
turn on account of its close proximity to the iron core. The 
reactance due to that small increase could be kept within 
linits bv arranging the positive and negative links of the 
respective coils in parallel. Пе was in agreement that ee 
rating of the transformer should be more definite so that 
they might compare transformers of different . 
throughout the country and of Continental manufacture also. 


WIRELESS DIRECTION FINDING. 
By САРТ. H. J. ROUND, 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION оғ Ести 
ENGINEERS.) 


(Concluded from page 187.) 


When Zeppelins were well at sea, night errors were ny 
usually serious, but aeroplanes nearly always gave trouble 
It must be remembered that the aeroplane, being small and 
having the aerial flying out backwards. does not usually 
radiate a wave in which the electrical lines are predominanth 
vertical and the magnetic lines horizontal. If this vertically 
polarised radiation only were present, a receiving loop at а 
distance would receive no signals when its plane was at right 
angles to the direction of the aeroplane. If, however, the 
aeroplane is at a height and some of the magnetic field of the 
wave reaches the loop in such a manner that it is partly 
vertical in one plane and with the lines leaning forward 
towards the receiver in the other plane (fig. 7), & current will 
be induced in the loop, and the resultant zero position, if the 
frame is rotated, will be produced by the sum of the two cur- 
rents due to this effect and that of the vertically polarised 
wave. ‘The error produced becoines negative instead of posi- 
tive if the aeroplane reverses its direction. A horizontal loon 
will receive [гош an aeroplane fiving at a height, on account 
of this twisted field. An aeroplane flying towards ог ажат 
from a station gives no error. All the above were daylight 
results, but it was suggested by Eckersley that this aeroplane 
efect was produced at nicht hy the reflection from irregu- 
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larities in the Heaviside layer, and there is good evidence that 
this theory is true. Again, a horizontal loop receives during 
night variations, and Eckersley has proved experimentally 
that the strength on the horizontal loop and the night varia- 
tion agree with the theory in a remarkable way. 

Daylight errors, aside from instrumental ones, were much 
more difficult to notice. They were seldom as much as the 
possible errors of the instruments. Apparently it ів a bad 
thing to place stations on the edge of high cliffs, near high 
trees, or near a wood. One station on the edge of a cliff had 
an error of an apparently complete rotation through 3 degs. 
By increasing the distance of the station from the cliff edge 
from i А to 2 А the error was completely removed. 

Refraction over a coast line undoubtedly exists, and 
Eckersley has obtained a fairly accurate estimate of the refrac- 
tive index of the coasts of Palestine and Cyprus, this being 


FiG. 8 (a) AND (b). 


Error — Degrees different from true direction 


checked by a large number of stations. The presence of bills 
on one side of a station, even some miles away, tends to give 
bad daylight minima in that direction. 

In connection with davlight errors G. M. Wright has id 
very accurately investigating the more minute instrumente 
errors which occur, and the probability is that new stations 
to be erected in the future will much more definitely locate 
errors of site, daylight variation, and deflections from the 
normal. | 

The extent to which direction-finding was trusted by the 
authorities was really remarkable, and | can instance one case 
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where @ most important event in the history of the British 
Navy was brought about by an observed motion of less than 
lj degrees in the daytime. With so many possible errore at 
night, one gained a false confidence in the beautiful inter- 
sections made by using only two stations and only had occa- 
sional shocks when the German fleet was found to be well 
inland. I personally preferred four stations, the last one 
being & check on the other three. "en 

A system of good rapid land-line communication to a centre 
was very essential and our Post Office in England and the 
Army authorities in France did magnificent work in this 
direction. | | 

Besides these groups of stations, many single stations were 
erected, particularly for submarine work, and very valuable 
results were obtained. I very much doubt whether a signal 
was ever made by a German submarine without our stations 
recording the position. | m 

One of our difficulties was rapid searching over long ranges 
of wave-length. The first real solution of the problem on 
Bellini-Tosi lines was indicated by (x. M. Wright in 1915, who 
suggested that the aerial tuning condensers should be short- 
circuited and a closer coupling made between the search coil 
and the aerial inductances. revived the method for con- 
tinuous wave work, and it enabled me to obtain a circuit with 
only one condenser to tune—a particularly necessary condition 
with continuous waves as the tuning is so fine. Independent 
heterodyne circuits were troublesome on direction finders 
because of the unequal action of the heterodyne on the two 
aerials. Also the addition of the extra heterodyne condenser 
reduced the simplicity of the one condenser circuit, therefore, 
eelf-heterodyne circuits were adopted. In the first trial of 
this system at a coast station I noticed again very serious 
errors and bad minima. This turned out to be the Vertical 
in a greatly exaggerated form, the reason being that, as the 
frame is now untuned, the component representing the direc- 
tional receptive power of the aerial has been considerably 
reduced, and the component representing Vertical recep- 
tion is now of a sufficient relative magnitude to affect 
materally the observed direction. A simple solution was 
obtained which was suitable for all waves above 1,000 metres, 
and consisted in earthing the mid-points of the two direction- 
finder coils. With only slight modifications of apparatus this 
remained our standard continuous-wave apparatus during the 
remainder of the war. This was also the basis of the 
‘aperiodic " spark direction-finder when the cascade ampli- 
fiers were produced. 

Up to 1917 we had used soft tubes; tubes of a harder char- 
acter we could not use, as we had erected such a high stan- 
dard of sensitiveness that in transferring to hard valves we 
should have lost a lot of useful results. However, Lieut. W. 


J. Picken succeeded in June, 1916, in getting five high- 


frequency magnifications on 200 metres by tuned circuits with 
much harder stable tubes, and he obtained extraordinary 
magnification. uM 

Latour's ideas had produced a moderately aperiodic ampli— 
fer, but the magnification was still short of the best soft- 
valve arrangements, and the wave-length was still too long, 
especially for Army purposes. A three-valve cascade ampli- 
fier, built with fine wire coils of one layer, gave a result as 
good as. the Latour amplifier, but with the addition of more 
valves a grid potentiometer became necessary to prevent 
oscillations. The copper inter-valve windings were now re- 
placed by resistance wire wound to exactly the came dimen- 

sions, which wire for all ordinary work consisted of No. 48 

Eureka. The set now allowed of the use of six valves 

plus a rectifier, with practically no adjustments and a flat- 

ness of tuning which was almost all that could be desired. The 
much more difficult range of 100-300 metres required by the 

Army was then attacked. Messrs. Edison & Swan offered to 
draw nickel-chrome wire down to 1 mil in thickness. The 
resistance of this wire for the same length is about 34 times 
that of No. 48 '' Eureka." This was very satisfactory, and a 
very good degree of flatness was obtained with the seven 
valves over the range of wave-length required. The magni- 
fication is not so good as the longer wave sets, but it was a 
very great improvement on anything hitherto produced. Cas- 
cade sets with a range of from 30 to 50 metres can easily be 
produced if such wave-lengths ure ever required. A set of 11 
valves has been made of approximately equal sensitiveness 
from 250 to 10,000 metres. 

. Aperiodic °’ amplification was now all that could be de- 
red, a rather heavy consumption of valves and valve current 
heing the only disadvantages. At one group of naval stations 
* pair of 7 H.r. charging engines were found necessary, and 
130 valves were running continuously. Almost at once, quick- 
“arch one-condenser aperiodic direction finders came into use 
for spark waves. | 

Direction finders for 900 metres, constructed with 11 or 29 
valves in cascade, enabled us to watch with ease certain 

buzzer '" intercommunicating sets, with no more error than 
en the longer wave sets. In these 22-valve sets, 11 valves 
"ere connected with quasi aperiodic transformers, a loose 
tuned coupling was then inserted, and another ll-valve set 
added. In addition. usually one or two low-frequency ampli- 
fiers were added at the end. I measured the total high- 
reqnency magnification at about 500,000. High-frequency 
amplifiers were used for two reasons. First, n self-hetero- 
dyning cascade am vlifier ів, for some not obvious reason, much 
len subject to microphonic noises than is a single valve: and 


t 


. eecondly, the amount of continuous-wave current produced in 


the aerial by the self-heterodyne is very considerably less in 
the case of a cascade amplifier than in the case of a single 
valve. This enables stations quite close to one another to 
search over overlapping ranges of  wave-length without 
howling at one another. | 

I cannot say too much for the high standard of all the 
operators with whom I came into contact. 'The keenness of 
the men really made a doubtful art successful. Some of the 
теп showed very great interest in the growth of the subject 
technically, and many valuable suggestions came from them. 
Two in particular made for me all the original cascade ampli- 
fiers. One general feeling amongst the Naval Intelligence 
operators is to meet the one operator who controlled the Ger- 
inan Zeppelins and warships. They always imagined he was 
one particular man who was а super-operator. On several occa- 
sions with nine or ten Zeppelins in a raid, all frantically try- 
ing to communicate with home for bearings or otherwise, 
Wireless occasionally got into a horrible tangle. At thut 
moment the super-man would arrive, take control, and in a 
twinkling all would be peace and order. 

With regard to atmospherics, during daytime, on one or two 
occasions, the positions of thunderstorms were approximately 
determined and checked, but this was not often possible. At 
night time, particularly in spring and autumn, X's exhibited 
very frequently—in fact most of the time in England—a sharp 
direction which varied a little round the position of 165 deg. 
E. of N. The minimum is often extremely sharp, exactly 
like & well-defined station. It was suggested that this direc- 
tion was curiously near the magnetic meridian. We were able 
to use this direction of X's for interception purposes, ae it was 
fortunately almost at right angles to the direction of the 
Heligoland Bight. Signals on & vertical aerial, absolutely in- 
audible owing to X's, were clear without X's in & frame 

- roughly placed at 75 deg. E. of N. 

Quite early in the war several ships of His Majesty's Navy 
were fitted with direction-finding aponratus. Commander 
Dorling, of H.M.S. Warspite, succeeded in obtaining an error 
curve (fig. 8a). The crowding of all the readings towards the 

deg. and 180 deg. directions, i.e., fore and aft, was very 
troublesome for taking readings, and we modified the Bellini- 
Tosi system to correct these errors, which amounted in other 
cases to as 1nuch as 30 deg. | 

Only since the Annistice have I had an opportunity of try- 
ing direction finders on aeroplanes. The four-engine Handley- 
Page, which went to Newfoundland, was fitted with an ex- 
temporised Bellini-Tosi, using an aerial system exactly as on 
board ship. One aerial was lengthwise round the wings, and 
the other length wise round the fuselage (fig. 9). A correction 
which was made on the ground was found to hold good when 
the plane was in the air. An eight-valve long-wave amplifier 


set gave very satisfactory signals. Magneto noises which were . 


extremely bad were overcome by shielding the magneto leads 
and, what was more iniportant still, by shielding the complete 


receiver system with the exception of the aerials. When the 


engines were running all out, almost complete silence could 
be obtained. This set was used effectively in the flight from 
St. John's to the United States, during which flight directions 
were taken on Clifden. Similar machines have been fitted 
since, and the same satisfactory results obtained. 

I believe the chief use made of the corrected Bellini-Tosi 
system for ships was in convoy work, hut previously the Tenth 
Cruiser Squadron and other ships had used it during cruising. 
All this later work on ships was done with Wright's inductive 
loop or ''aperiodic " aerial, and Wright has during the last 
vear developed an extremely small and practical ship ditection- 
finder for use with this type of corrected frame. It is intended 
to apply the necessary corrections on every ship. with 
periodical examinations of the corrections when the ship is in 
port, exactly as a ship's compass is treated. 

One advantage a warship has over most merchantmen is 
that there is fitted a gyro compass with repeater compasses, 
one of which can be near the direction-finder. If no gyro com- 
pass is fitted, the exact direction of the ship is extremely 


difficult to get simultaneously with the reading taken on the | 


radiogoniometer, especially if the ship is turning ог yawing. 
A useful addition to a ship's direction-finder would he a mag- 
netic compass repeater. 

Fie. Ra, which is approximately the original error curve of 
the Warspite, was obtained on a Bellini-Tosi system consisting 
of two frames each placed at 45 deg. to the fore and aft line 
of the ship. In the first form the shape of the curve was 
rather puzzling, because the error was plotted against the 
readings. On replotting the errors against the true directions 
(fig. 8b), the curve became a sine curve. 


The Irish Peat Industry.—It has been calculated that 
the peat fuel supply available in Ireland is equal to about 
2.000,000,000 tons of coal. One of the drawbacks to the industry— 
apart from the several inherent ones—is the fact that tbe peata 
must be cut by spade, one at а time. which ir вох and laborious 
work. Reoently attempts have been made to invent peat-cutting 
machines. which would greatly speed up production and lessen 
coat and bring the industry within the limite of profitable 
commeroe. It is understood that these attempts bave taken tangible 
form, and that at least one peatroutting machine is now in 
operation, 
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` CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 

the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 

cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our vossession, 


Scientific Management. 


I was much interested in reading the discussion on Capt. 
Scott Maxwell's paper to note the remarks of a late employer 
of mine, who complained of lack of humanity in scientific 
management. 

All I can say is that after being on a variety of jobs in 
this country and Canada, L never came across a place where 
less humanity was displayed by the management than in 
the factory for which this gentleman is responsible. 

It makes me sick to see men like this trying to obstruct 

a system which would give the workman who wants to 
really work а square deal. 
. Humanity is the one thing above all others that Taylor 
stood for. He believed in what Edison calls * human en- 
gineering,” and he did not believe in the lump of labour ” 
idea which seems to be taken as true by employers and 
employés alike in this country. 

There is & right job for every man, and it 1s up to the 
employers to fit the man to the job, and also so to organise 
industry as to eliminate unemployment. 

Scientist. 


February 4th, 1920. 


— — 


The Rate of Exchange. 


For weeks past the rate of exchange in New York and 
Montreal has been moving against us; to-day the pound is 
worth between 13s. 8d. and 14s. in New York. Such rates 
mean the continuation of high food prices in this country, 
as so much of it is imported from The West," and that does 
not brighten our outlook. 

But in’ Great Britain it ought to bring considerable possi- 
bilities within the grasp of the manufacturer for the expan- 
sion of his trade and for getting a secure foothold in a market 
which may have been hitherto closed to him. British prices 
quoted in dollars and cents in the United States and Canada 
should compare very favourably with prices for similar goods 
manufactured over there. 

It is only a reiteration of the present day war ery of 
“* Production ’’ to say the more we can sell on an adverse 
exchange the sooner will we return to normal conditions. 


M. B. Macdonald. 
Edinburgh, 
February 6th, 1920. 


— — — — 


Petrol and Electricity. 

With reference to your statement in the leaderette “ Petrol 
and Electricity " that the cost of energy for propelling a 
ru illess trolley-car is about 14d. per mile, may I point out that 
this is on an average road with an average drawbar pull of 
60 lb. per ton. 

On flat steel tracks (such as should have been laid in our 
streets any time since 1894) this would fall to 10-12 lb. per 
ton and the cost to 4d. They would also be available for every 
vehicle. 

Abolish tramways, relegate horses to by-ways and agricul- 
tural districts; and make roads that are imperative for success- 
ful motor traction and the (so called) Traffic Problem ° dis- 


appears. 
| " Ernest G. Pink. 
Ashford, Kent, February 5th, 1920. | | 


University Training. 
Once again in your ' Situations vacant " columns appears 
a "class bar” advert. It states, must have university 
degree or equivalent." So much for democracy in the 
U.K. The advertisement in question relates to a position as 
laboratory assistant in connection with high-tension magneto 
testing, practical experience on magnetos essential. Why 
then these bars, these obstacles to the ambitious manual 
worker? It would appear that the advertiser is class preju- 
diced, or is no student of psvchology. Having had_ practical 
workshop experience, combined with technical study, either 
from Polytechnic institutes, or correspondence schools. prac- 
tical experiments in model making. vears of close application 
to i study of mathematics, physics. &.; given a natural talent 
for scientific investigation and ability, either inherent or ac 
quired, to draft plans and originate new devices, may not a 
" hand " aspire to become a head“? A man may ое 
penalised by lack of a classical education, according to such 
stipulations, and all his careful preparations for advancement 
may be nullified. If England is going to hold any place 
among the leading industrial nations she must encourage 
those who have acquired qualities and character to fit them 
for a vocation. The successful business man of to-day and 


the future must be a psycho-analyst; one able to put'aside 
notions of birth and biased opinions as to the benefits derived 
from employing university graduates. Swank and bluff go 
a long way in some instances in the U.S.A., but there, more 
attention 1s paid to & scientific selection of applicants, and if 


the employé shows ability, he can climb to higher positions, 
but here—Oh ! e 
6. W. Roffe. 


London, N.W. 
February 7th, 1920. 


[Wlulst sympathising with our correspondent, we must 
demur to his conclusions on several grounds. First, he gra- 
tuitously assumes that the demand for а “ university degree 
vr equivalent ”' is a class bar.“ and undemocratic; this idea 
is very much out of date. Scientific training is indispensable 
to the efficiency of the skilled technical electrician in such a 
position as the one in question, and it will be noted that it 
need not involve training at a university—the '' equivalent '' 
can be obtained at a technical college, as our correspondent 
himself suggests. Secondly, the advertisement contains no 
reference to a '* classical education "; has he never heard of 
the degree of Bachelor of Science? Thirdly, Mr. Roffe com- 
pares this country with the United States, where, as a matter 
of fact, the college training is vastly more generally acquired 
and recognised than it is here. One of the great lessons of 
the war was that we must follow the examples of the United 
States and Germany in employing technically trained men 
in our works. Here, as there, the highest posts in the en- 
gineering profession are open to men from the ranks, and 
it would be easy for us to cite several instances of such ad- 
vancement. We recommend our correspondent to read the 
advertisement again with more care and discernment, and 
Ly oe his application for the post at once.—Eps. Ес. 

EV. 


Projector Lamps. 
A friend has been inquiring of me about a high-etficiency 
incandescent lanip that has been recommended to him for use 
in a projector lantern, giving about 2,000 C. b., the filament 
being no more than 4 in. long and suitable for the voltage 
usual in the larger South American towns. If any of your 
readers have ever come across such a lamp will they kindly 
furnish me with details of it and the name of the manufac- 
turer. The ordinary half-watt lamp of that candle power for 
220 volts is too large to get into the lantern, and, of course, 
with such a length of filament much of the light would be 
wasted. I have suggested the use of a “ Pointolite " lamp, of 
which you gave details not long ago, but we are intent on 
learning more about the other lamp. 
Norwich, February 9th, 1920. 


William Кое. 


Electrolytic Meters. 

With regard to Mr. C. W. Marshall's article on cheap house 
service meters, the statement that electrolytic meters are 
not used to any great extent is rather sweeping, considering 
that two prominent makers of that type of meter cannot cope 
with present orders. As your correspondent rightly states, a 
cheap meter is wanted, but I am of the opinion that 2 amperes 
is rather a large size, Keing that the maximum lighting 
demand of the average house does not exceed 2 amperes, and 
is likely to be less when the half-watt lamp is further 
developed. A d-ampere meter demands heavier moving parts 
and consequently more friction, thus making it difficult to 
bring in the lower loads, to say nothing of increasing the cost. 

I think that however much the cost of a motor meter may 
be reduced it will never be able to compete in price with the 
electrolytic meter, and if the disadvantages of refilling and re- 
setting in the latter type can be successfully overcome, there 
is no doubt that the electrolytic meter will have a sale equal 
to, if not greater than, that of the motor type, always assum- 
ing that the price is right. 

І Н. W. М. 


February 9th, 1920. 


— i ЛОС АНИ 


With reference to the article on “ Cheap House Service 
Meters by Mr. C. W. Marshall, appearing in the ELECTRICAL 
Review of the 6th inst., it would give the impression to 
readers that the use of the electrolytic meter for direct cur- 
rent is on the decrease. As far as we are aware this is not 
the case: our experience is just the reverse, and points to 
the fact that the use of electrolytic meters—of our make at 
any rate—is verv much on the increase. n | 

The extreme accuracy of the Bastian meter, together with 
its sunplicity and low price, all tend to this end, and is a 
creat inducement to engineers to continue the use of meters 
tor registration, rather than resort to a system of charging 
which does not involve the use of meters at all for small con- 
sumers; and in fact a very iE number are supplied by us 

ally installing in small houses. | 
а à The Bastian Meter Co., Ltd. 
ALBERT E. SALISRURY, Managing Director. 


London, N.W., February 10th, 1920. 


— — — э 
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ELECTRICAL IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 


OF 


JAPAN. 


Tue following statement shows the import and export trade of 


Japan in 1918 in electrical and similar goods. 


l'or purposes 


of comparison, figures for 1917 have been added, together with 


8 note of increases or decreases. 


IMPORTS. 


Country whence ünported 


Posts and materials for clectric lincs. — 


United States 


Insulated electric wire.— 
United States 


Steam turbines.— 
United States 


1917 
Yen 


L 


47,000 


164,000 


United Kingdom 29,000 
Germany sa. 1,000 
Sweden , 45,000 
United States 150,000 
Asiatic Russia 4,000 
Kwantung Province — 
Other countries 1,000 
Total 263,000 
Steam engines.— 
United Kingdom 205, 000 
United States 88, 000 
Kwantung Province A eem 
France 43,000 
Germany 42,000 
Total 399,000 
Steum botlers and parts.— 
China 100,000 
Kwantung Province 29,000 
Asiatic Russia т 6,000 
Philippine Islands ... — 
United Kingdom 1,090,000 
Norway | — 
Russia = 
United States 1.377, 000 
Other countries ; 110,000 
Total 2,712,000 


Dynamos, motors, transformers, £c.— 


Kwantung Province 
United Kingdom 
Germany ; 
United States 
Other countries 


Total 


49,000 
2,000 


1,077,000 


2,000 


. 1,130,000 


Telegraphic and telephonic instruments 


United шон 
France 
Denmark idi 
United States 


Total 


1,000 
1,000 
3,000 
90,000 


61,000 


Water turbines and Pelton wheels.— 


United Kingdom 
France " 
Switzerland 
Sweden | 
United States 


Total 
Incandescent electric lamps.— 
United Kingdom 


United States 
Other countries 


Total 
Watt meters.-— 
United Kingdom 
Switzerland km 
United States 
Other countries 


Total 
Ammeters and voltmeterg.— 


United Kingdom 
Switzerland 
United States 


Total 


23,000 


133,000 
136,000 
14,000 


1918 Inc. or dec. 


Yen 


16,000 


+ 


Yen 


1,000 


10,000 + 29,000 


275,000 + 111,000 
Gas Engines, petroleum engines, and hot-atr engines.— 


+ 


242,000 


100, 000 


2 ,UO0 


2 976.0 000 41 ,899,000 


30,000 + 28,000 


1,000 
1,000 
14,000 
75,000 


91,000 


13,000 
32.000 

4,000 
33.000 


2.000 


4,000 
39,000 
1,000 


44,000 


253,000 
201 000 
236,000 


+ 
+ 
+ 


++ 


3,001,000 +1,931,000 
and parts.— 


6,000 


Country whence imported - 


Accumulators.— 


United проп 
Germany ы 
United States 


Total 


1917 
Yen 


36,000 


Filaments for incandescent lamps.— 


United Kingdom 
France е 
Switzerland 
Sweden " 
United States 


Total 


Carbon for electric usc.— 


United eee 
France 

United States 
Other countries 


Total 


Country to which exported 
Electrical machinery and parts thereof. — 


China 

Kwantung Province 
Hong Kong ... 
British India 
British 8.8. 
Dutch India ... >: 
French Indo-China 
Asiatic Russia 
Philippine Islands 
Siam 

United Kingdom 
France , 
Italy 0 
Switzerland 

United States 
Canada : 
Chili 

Argentine 

Egypt 

Cape Colony and Natal 
Australia 

New Zealand 
Other countries 


Total 


Telephones and parts thereof.— 


China "m 
Kwantung Province 
Hong Kone ... 
British India 
Dutch India 
Asiatic Russia je 
Philippine Islands 
Russia . bus 
United States 

New Zealand 

Other countries 


Total 


Electric insulated wire.— 


China ... : 
Kwantung Province 
Hong Kong ... 
British India 

British S.S. ... 
Dutch India ... M 
French Indo-China - 
Agiatic Russia э 
Philippine Islands 
Siam 

Other Asiatic. countries 
United к 
France А 
United States 

Peru 

Chih 

Argentine 

Egypt 


Cape Colony and Natal 


Australia 
New Zealand 
Other countries 


Total 


118,000 
33,000 

1,000 
23,000 
240,000 


416,000 


13,000 


210,000 
3,000 


226, 000 


EXPORTS. 


1917 
Yen 


1918 Inc. or dec. 


Yen 


1918 
Yen 


695,000 1,005,000 
191,000 1,513,000 


Yen = 2s. O}d. 


42,000 2,000 
380,000 207,000 
27,000 53,000 
46.000 275,000 
1,000 11,000 
241,000 13,000 
20,000 34,000 
5,000 16,000 
84.000 3,000 
— 245,000 
9.000 — 
9,000 === 
5,000 2,000 
12,000 10,000 
23,000 20,000 
— 20,000 
— 28, 000 
39,000 83.000 
148,000 206.000 
12,000 53,000 
3,000 5,000 
. 2,493,000 3,984,000 
203,000 182,000 
67,000 172,000 
2E ‚000 
3,000 4,000 
1,000 42,000 
181,000 12,000 
= ,000 
22,000 — 
1,000 — 
— 1,000 
2,000 3,000 
430,000 421, 000 
1,129,000 1,315,000 
566,000 622,000 
139,000 173,000 
461,000 1,349 000 
45,000 `1 19, 000 
165,000 1,025,000 
17,000 40, 000 
159,000 70,000 
— 44,000 
60.000 44,000 
2.000 — 
4,000 63,000 
— 10,000 
— 7,000 
— 13,000 
10.000 865,000 
8,000 305,000 
107,000 
18, 000 214.000 
169.000 2,485,000 
103,000 231 000 
1.000 5,000 


3, 119.000 8,324,000 


Yen 


++ 1 
s 
= 


| 
- 
= 


| 
bat 
— 


1111 
T E 
= 


| 
© 


I +++ 
z 
= 


+ 
5 
S 


Ine. or dec. 


+++++++ 1 GEIL tei tet tts 
to 
S 
= 


+ 
m 
— 
— 
= 


— 
m 
S 


eee 
кь. 
= 


8 


+++ ЕЕЕ ЕРЕЖЕ 
E 


+2, 316 000 
+ 198,000 
+ 4.000 


+ 5,205,009) 
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Electric lamps. — Yen Yen Yen 
China - D — 
Kwantung Province .. 167,000 249,000 + 75,000 
Hong Kong ... 88 one 69,000 157,000 
British India eo s. RYU 


+ 

000 + 
British S.S. ... ve m 16,000 35.000 + 9,000 
Dutch India ... n m 56,000 108,000 + 52,000 
French Indo-China a 13,000 31.000 + 18,000 
Asiatic Russia Б. . . 1,243,000 37,000 — 1,206,000 


Siam YE xi Dn 9 
United Kingdom  ... 225 33 
France iut M m 6 
Ttaly ... E ЫР = 
United States a .. 990 
Canada e е ne 296 
Other North American 


Ф 


Za ox 
sz SSS 
88882 8 
= Sess 
(+++ 
88882 
EFFE 


countries — 5, + 5,000 
Peru € Te EX 9000 18,000 + 16,000 
Chile ... e? б 2.000 15,000 + 18,000 
Argentine m w 2,000 17,000 + 15,000 
Brazil big D t — 1,000 + 1,000 
Other South American 

countries , — 3.000 + 3,000 
Egypt zu Due .. ` 4,000 55,000 + 51,00) 
СА Colony and Natal. 8,000 28,000 + 25,000 
Other African countries ... 4,000 — — 4,000 
Australia к И ue 71.000 379.000 + 308,000 
New Zealand EN P? 1,000 11,000 + 10,000 
Hawaii ag "m "A — 3.000 + 3,000 
Philippine Islands 77 5,000 7,000 + 2,000 
Other countries ste — 3.000 + 3,000 


Total we .. 2,847,000 2,570,000 — 277,000 


— — —M 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


"Compiled expressiv for this jcuraal by Messrs. S&rroN-JoNes, O’DELL AND 
Sreruxns (succeesors ta W. Р. Thamasaan & €^.. of London), Chartered 
Patent. Agents, 285, High Holborn. London, W.C. 1, 


2.346. Mechanical ignition device (ог petrol. &. engines.“ M. Lin- 
BevincTos. January 26ih. 


2.348. Electrically-heated irons," V. SUMMERIAVES, January 26th. 


2354. “Electric switch of the tumbler tpe — S. E. FOSTER. Jan- 
чагу 36th. | 
у) ISR 


2,356. “ Electric relays for protective and operating gear," А. E. MOORE. 
January 26. h. 

2.372. Electrical resistance furnaces.” II. Ereignis: and Н. A. GREE». 
January 36ih. f 
2.378. Electrically-heated irons." H. Cux sm, and CRANMER & CHESHIRE. 
January 26ih. 

2.382. Directive radio-telegraph or telephone receiving systems.“ F. J. 
CuaMBERS, January 26th. 

3.383. '' Means for rendering electric light switches, lampholders. &с., 
visible in dark.“ W. EMMERSON. January 26th. 

2.8. Sparking plugs.“ II. E. Нола. January 36th. 

2402. I* Combined: reflector shade and damp-lock for electric lamps.“ 11. 
R. Muss., January 20th, 

2.424. Shades for incandescent clevtric lamps." G. К. OSMOND. Janu- 
ary 2th. 

3434. “© Sparking appliances (or ignition of internal-«cembuscion engines.” 
Orro-WkRKE Ges. January 26th. Germany, April 27th, 1918.) 

2.440. Telephone M itchboar ds.“ S. Fister. January 26th. 

2.445. Magneto starters.” J. F. Aove. January 26th. 

2.461. Electric pocket lamps," E. BLONDY. January 27th. (France, 
February 20th, 1919.) | 

2.460. Obtaining wultiphase currents.“ A. M. TAVI OA. January 27th. 

2472. process for manufacture of electric incandescent lamps.” S. О. 
Cowerk-Coces. January 27th. 

2492. '' Machine to obtain continuous currents without commutator, &c. 
J. E. Sale. January 27 ch. 

2.504. Protective arrangement for electric distribution systems,” J. К. 
Bearp and ELECTRICAL IMPROVEMENTS. Lap. January 27th. 

2.18. „ Ignition of internal-combustion engines.“ E.  LANZEROTTI-SIISA, 
and THOMAS TRANSMISSION, Lib., and K. J. Тномхох. January 27th. 

2.521. » Electrical heater.” D. Lyon. January 27th. 

2.525. Magnet coils.” SIEMENS-SCHUCKERTWERNE. January 27th. (Ger- 
many, October Ih, 1918.) 

2.52. Electric foot and food warmer," I.. А. EDWARDS. January 27th. 

2,542. "| Protective devices.” Burris Trrossos-Hot SN Со. (General 
kleciric Co., U.S.A.) January 27 th. 

2.392. Commutating assembling devices.” Torf vo STANDARD COMML- 
латок Co. January 27th. (United. States, March. 3rd, 1917.) 

2,608. Electric lamp fitted with shade or reflector." C. West. Janu- 
ary 28th. 

34635. '' Shield for sparking plugs." J. E. Barrows. January 28th. 

2,636. .'* Incandescent electric lamps." CROWTHER & OSBORN, H. J. 
Osaors, and W. J. Pattison. January 2Rth. 


2,655. '' Electric burglar-detainer." pe W. Маки. January ih. 
2.557. Suspension of electrodes in electric furnace.“ NORSKE AKTIE- 


SELSKAR FOR ELEKTROKEMISK INDUSTRI NORSK INDUSTRI-HYPOTERBANK, Janu- 
ary 28th. (Norway, January Yath, 1919.) 

2. M. „ Fitings for holding incandescent electric lamps, Kc.“ M. H. 
II Wi FV, G. X. TAWI OR and J. 1. TavLok. January 28th. 

2.687. Wireless telegraphy and telephony. E. Носнтох and PoRTHOLME 
Aircrart Co. January 28th. | 

2,688, '' Electric resistances.” BRITISH THossos-Hot STON Co, (General 
Electric Co., U. S. A.) January 28th. 

2.703. '' Continuous electrical mechanical filter.“ A. F. Moro. Janu- 
ary 28th. 

2.710. “ Electro-deposition of metala on iron and alloys of iron." R. J, 
FLETCHER. January $8th, | 


2.712. Magneto-electric ignition apparatus for Internal-combustion 


engines." AwERIcCAN Bosco MacNneto CORPORATION. January 28th. (United 
States, April 8th, 1919.) 


2,724. Electric switches." IGranic ELECTRIC Co. (Cutler-Hammer Manu- 


facturing Co.) January 28th. 


2.726. Means for securing field magnets of dynamo-electric machines. 


A. KermeweLL and C. Н. VipaL. January 28th. 


2.730. Connecting devices ſor electrical apparatus, Kc.“ A. J. CATTLE 


and C. J. TnogNEwiLL. January 28th. 
2.740. Sparking plugs." J. E. Barrows. January 29th. 
2.72. '' Thief-proof magneto cut-out.” B. GoovyeaR. January 29th. 


2781. “Speed<ontrol arrangements for dynamo-electric machinery 


SIEMENS-SCHUCKERTWERKE. January 29th. (Germany, July 3rd, 1917.) 


2.814. Short-circuiting device for electric ignition apparatus." O. IMRAY. 


(Bosch Akt. Ges.) January 29th. 


2,815. “Electric starting devices for internal-combustion engines.“. O. 


Imray. (Bosch Akt. Ges.) January 29th. 


2.816. ‘Sockets or caps for incandescent electric lamps.” H. H. BERRY- 


January 29th. 


2.818. Detachable ceiling fixture for electric pendants, &c." К. T. CASH. 


January 29th. 
2,822. '' Electric transformers." F. E. Berry. January 29th. 


2,824. ** Electro-mechanical attachments for indicating vacant seals in 


theatres, &c.“ E. G. Pyne and H. D. Pyng. January 29th. 


2.835. ''Cléaning. adjusting and testing apparatus for sparking plugs.” T. 


Снлк. January 29th. 
2439. “Electrical resistance control.” L. Начвект. January 29th. 


2.848. '' Sparking plugs. GILARDONI Fus кт С. January 29th. (France, 


October 4th, 1919.) 


2.850. Inter communication, &c., telephones," W. Stort and TELEPHONE 


MANUFACTURING Co. January 29th. 


2.858. '' Distribution on single-phase and two-phase alternating current 


systems.“ A. M. TAYLOR. January 27th. 
2,889. ‘Frictional electrical machines.” J. H. Cowen. January 30th. 


2,991. “ Conduits, &c." W. P. ‘THompson (Compagnie Generale de Tele- 


graphie et de Telephonie). January 30th. - 


2.902. Excitation of oscillating circuits.“ R. B. GorpscuwmiDr. January 


30th. (Belgium, November 18th, 1913.) 

2.919. Electric. switches.“ С. Compost. January 30th. (Italy, February 
8th, 1919.) | 

2.943. Magneto platforms for internal-combustion engines." G. М. L. 
(;кіғЕІТН and GRIFFITH & CHAKNOCK. January 3th. 

2.956. Dynamo-clectric machines." Barish THoMsSON-HOUSTON Co. and 
A. A. Рошоск. January 30th. eU 

9.957. '' Electrical systems of power transmission and regenerative 
braking." Britis ‘THomMson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co., U. S. A.). 
January 30th. 

2.971. Electromagnetic control arrangements.” C. Mark. January 
30th. (Switzerland, February 8th, 1919.) | 

2,983. Combined electric lamps and condensers for kinematograph pro- 
jectors.“ L. Henstiaw and J. W. Hinks, January ЗІМ. 

3.000. Transmission by high-frequency currents.” L. N. BRILLUUIN. 
January 3lst. (France, January 31st, 1919.) 

3,001. “ Windings for dynamo-electric machines.’ 
Siemens Bros. DyNAMO. WORKS. January 3lst. 

3.053. '' Recording sound transmitied telephonically.” А. Е. Sykes. Janu- 
ary 3lst. 

3.068-9. '' Wireless transmitters.” W. T. Dircuau. January 31st. 

3.070. Insulation of electrical conductors." W. T. Hencey’s TELEGRAPH 
Works Co. and M. ROBERTS. January 31st. 

3.073. Electric switches." L. Traser. January 31st. (France, Septem- 
ber 16th, 1919.) 

3.076. Electric lamps for use in presence of explosive gases.” G. M. 
Mever. January ЗІМ. Ў 

3,077. Connectors for elecirically-heated apparatus.“ K. W. JonaN SON. 
January 3lst. (Sweden. February 24th, 1919.) 


U 


J. W. HowagD and 


3.078. Electrical connectors. "" K. MV. JOHANSSON. January — 3lst. 
(Sweden, November 7th, 1919.) | 
3.081. Cooling — arrangements for — electrical oo machinery"? SIEMENS- 


SCHUCRERTWERKE, January id. (Germany, October wth, 1218.) 


— ———— 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1918s. 
21.269, ELECTRIC BELL OF BUZZER. C. \\. H. Honor. June 4th, 131%. 
(137.349) - : az 
21.568. LI KC KC LAMPS OR токснкз. J. Burri. October Sth. (133, 662.) 


21,653, AUTOMATIC TEMPER ATURE CONTROL FOR ELECTRIC IRONS. Ss. L. Golds- 
brough. December 24th, 1918. (137.352.) 


19192 

94. — TELECHONE CIRCUITS. B. S. Cohen. January Mth, 1919: (E .:367.) 

„is. Spark сез. W. W. Bugh. January Pith, 1919. (137,372.) 

1,811. AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. Automatic Telephone Manulactur- 
ing Co. and P. T, Bates. January 24th, 1919. (137.390) 

4.188. ELECTRICAL SWITCHES. J. H. Thorne. February 20th, 1919. 
137,410.) 

4.955. TROLLEY FOR FLECTRIC Au W VS. G. Odierno, February 27th, 1919. 
(137.417.) 

4,090. ELECTRICAL PUSH SWITCHES FOR MINES OR OTHER GASEOUS PLACES. X. 
Н. Marsh. February 28th. 1919. (137,418.) А 

6,749. ELECTRIC ARC-INCANDESCENT LAMPS. A. Garbarini. July 3rd, 1918. 
(129,259.) 

7,148. EI. FC 11 SIGNALLING — CONTROLLED. BY MECHANICAL — VIBRATIONS. J. 
Gardener. March. 22nd, 1919. (137.433.) 

7.336. ELECTRIC LAMPS. 1. S. Vello. March 23rd, 1918. (124,756.) 

7.799. TMO ЕҮ HEADS FOR ELECTRIC TRAMCARS AND OTHER veHicLes. H. К, 
апав К. Kirkland, Mareh 2800, 1919. (137,437.) 

7 - N Al. LIN G APPAKATUS FOR CARS ON FLFCTRIC AND OTHER. RML- 

„ po Kunzh. April 23rd, 1919. (125,948. А 

14,842. ROTARY RECTIFIER or ALTERNATING CURRENT, A. D. Macropoules, 
June 120, 1919. (137.477. " KM un 

17.534. EL*CTRIC cutouts. A. H. Railing, C. €. Garrard and W. Wilson. 
February 2th, 1919. (197,480.) 

90,877. ELtcTkiC LIGHTING APPARATUS FOR CYCLES AND MOTOR CYCLES, Ç, van 
der Weid. September loth, 1918. 142,782. 


Vou. LXXXVI. "Tm AN Rights — 
No. 2204. 
and Canada, £1 12s. 6d. per 
| Telegraphic Address : 


LITHOLITE 
INSULATORS, Ltd. 


66—67, Hackney Grove, London, E. 8. 
Phone and Telegrams: Dalston, 502, London. 
FIREPROOF ANO OTHER GRADES. 

E8TABLISHED NEARLY 90 YEARS. 
ELECTRIC INSULATION. 
NON-HY GROSCOPIC. 


— FIREPROOF. 
MOULDINGS. 7. Phone 


THE SILUMINITE 
INSULATOR Co..Ltd.. 

The Green, Southall, Middlesex. 

Воо Large Advt. every alternate week. 


FERGUSON, 
PAILIN, 
LIMITED, 


INSTRUMENTS, CIRCUIT-BREAKERS, 
AUTO-CUT-IN & CUT-OUTS. 


Е Record Electrical Co., з 


BROADHEATH. MANCHESTER. 
TELEPHONE: 164 ALTRINCHAM. 


BROOK i 


ONE, TWO and THREE-PHASE 


MOTORS. 
See Sup. 54. 


SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST F. MOY, LTD., 


Maaufacturing Electrical Enn and 
Government Contractors 


GREENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 


NEW DISTRIBUTION BOXES. 


THE CANTIE PATENT FUSE WILL 
CLEAR, A “DEAD SHORT.” 


ALL CONNECTIONS FROM FRONT. 
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RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION. 
ACCORDING to recent reports, the necessity for immediate 
action to relieve the congestion on suburban railways has 
reached an acute stage. At the general meeting of the 
London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway Co. last week, 
the chairman stated that during the peak load the density 
of traffic on the railway between London and Croydon, and 
the.number of trains entering and leaving the London 
termini, were so great that it was not possible to “squeeze 
in” even a single additional train, and the only hope of 
amendment lay in the extension of electrification; the 
relief afforded by the quicker working of electric trains 
was such that if they could electrify the whole of their 
suburban services they would be able greatly to improve the 
travelling facilities. The Government was considering the pro- 
blem.: Again, at the meeting of the Lancashire and Yorkshire 
Railway Co. on the same day, the chairman said the 
directors were satisfied with the results obtained on all the 
sections already converted to electric traction, and wished 
to extend the system to the line between Manchester and 
Oldham, Shaw, and Royton; but, again, the matter was in 
the hands of the Government, and until it was known 
what policy the (iovernment would adopt with regard to 
the future of the railways, it was impossible to incur large 
expenditures—unless the Government provided the capital. 
Practically the same condition obtains in connection with 
the Great Eastern, South-Eastern, and other railways in 
urgent need of electrification. 

The responsibility rests upon the Minister of Transport. 
Emphatic statements have been repeatedly made regarding 
the intention of the Government to embark upon large 
schemes of electritication of the railways, and the blessings 
to be derived from unified control ; yet here we have various 
railways each capable of putting in hand such schemes, but 
blocked by the indecision and inertia of the very depart- 
ment which made such glowing promises. There is no 
need for the Ministry to undertake the design of railway 
schemes—let it delegate to the railway companies, which 
possess the staff and experience required, the duty of pre- 
paring the designs and carrying out the work. — We do not 
wish to see the old conditions revived under which a con- 
sulting engineer felt it to be his duty to design the dynamos 
when he was called upon to advise on an electricity supply 
scheme—it is for the central authority to deal with the 
fundamental conditions and the results to be aimed at, not 
to busy itself with details, and there is no necessity for long 
deliberation over well-established principles. 

. Whatever the ultimate policy of the Government with 
regard to the railways may be, electrification is bound to 
come. Jet the Government, therefore, guarantee the capital 
and allow the railway companies to go ahead with the work. 
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IT is stated, this week, that the cost of 
еа living advanced a further 5 рег cent. 
Trade. during January, and there is reason to 
believe that while the rate of exchange in 
America continues unsatisfactory and the world competi- 
tion to secure supplies of food and raw materials causes 
selling prices to advance, yet higher figures will be reached. 
Under the terms of the settlement with the railwaymen, 
they will automatically receive, on the cost-of-living basis, 
some millions a-year more. Almost inevitably, demands 
from other bodies will follow, preventing industry from 
reaching that state of stability which is so urgently 
necessary. Organised labour is not conspicuous for 
moderation ; if it were, it would avoid agitations for ever- 
shorter hours until industry had had time to adapt itself to 
altered conditions. The House of Commons will shortly 
consider the question of a 48-hour week, while outside 
deliberations are proceeding for a still shorter week. The 
question now is how far one can go without seriously 
reducing output and increasing the cost of production. 

Few matters are of more extreme importance, both now 
and for the almost immediate future, when we shall need 
all the trade that we can get, than the strength of our 
industrial position. At present that position is being 
weakened, and some of the most well-disposed employers 
are becoming weary of being in business, because of its 
overwhelming anxieties, and want to get out. We regard 
the claims of the workers most sympathetically, as 
our readers are aware, and we аге anxious to вее 
justice done to all—labour, black-coated staff man, 
and capitalist ; but it needs to be shouted from 
the house-tops that there is danger ahead unless we 
pay regard to the national industrial good and refrain 
from the pursuit of mere selfish interest. Better- 
ment" for one section of the community may mean more 
acute distress for another. We have before us a New 
Zealand newspaper in which, in considering the electrical 
engineering and plumbing trades, a writer, after showing 
that New Zealand is now manufacturing in large quantities 
goods that were solely imported from Britain and other 
countries before the war, remarks: * The iucreased wages 
paid to the mechanic in the Old Country and the moderate 
tariff at present in existence, are factors which have enabled 
the Dominion manufacturers to enter into competition with 
the imported lines." We have not a word to say against 
British Colonial manufacturing, but it is high time that 
everybody recognised that there is a point where higher 
wages means reduced demand, unless the cost per article 
can be reduced by increased production. If we drive trade 
elsewhere, whether it be to the Colonies or to foreign 
countries, we shall be guilty of worse than folly, for we shall 
be laying up distress for others besides ourselves. 


Tue Department of Overseas Trade 
has issued a small booklet giving a great 
deal of information respecting the touring exhibitions of 
Britieh manufactures, which are probably to be organised 
by the Department. It is proposed that the exhibitions 
shall proceed to the Dominions, to South America, to the 
Far East, and to the U.S.A. For firms wishing to avail 
themselves of the opportunity thus afforded it should be 
possible to run for two years for about 200 guineas for a 
full unit of approximately 10 ft. frontage, and 120 guineas 
for half a unit. Facilities will also be offered for combined 
exhibits, either through trade associations or in groups. 
In order that the organisation may be completed at the 
earliest, possible date, exhibitors should indicate what their 
'equirements are likely to be. They should do this at the 
D.O.T. offices at the Fairs which open at London, Glasgow, 
and Birmingham next week. As the Dominions Tour must 
start at an early date, we would urge our readers to arrive 
at a decision as quickly as possible. Arrangements will 
be made for special kinema films showing processes of 
manufacture to be displayed ina number of towns just prior 


Trade Tours. 


to the arrival of the exhibition, so that public interest may 
be stimulated in advance. The Department is now con- 
sidering the establishment of showrooms at certain Conti- 
nental centres in connection with the Commercial Secretariats 
or Consular offices. These will be available for a series of 
smaller exhibitions of from 25 to 35 exhibitors, which will 
succeed each other at intervals of one month, or less. If 
manufacturers and traders will get into touch with the 
Department, it will be possible to gauge the probable 
amount of support that will be forthcoming. We hope that 
the whole subject of these official exhibitions will receive 
immediate attention from those whose duty it is to decide 
the policy of participation. 


THE article which we published in 


Three-Pbase our last issue, on the power plant of 


Power. 


the Austin Motor Co., is of special 


interest, in thatit is an example of the supersession of direct 
current by three-phase, and the subsequent extension of the 
latter on a vastly greater scale. As we have previously 
pointed out, we in this country are far too much wedded to 
the use of direct current, and this practice has distinctly 
handicapped us in the development of the electrical 
industry, not only at home, but also in our export trade. 
Unless we adopt the most up-to-date practice at home, we 
cannot be in a position to compete with it abroad. It will 
be noticed that a frequency of 50 cycles has been found 
preferable to 25, that there are over 500 motors in use, 


mostly squirrel-cage, and that the crane motors are of the 
slip-ring type, with resistance regulation. Only for 
charging the handy battery trucks is direct current 
required. ö 


The experience of the Works Engineer’s Department of 


the Company, first with the D. 0. und subsequently with 
the a.c. system, has enabled a thoroughly practical com- 
parison of the two methods to be made in relation to factory 
driving and lighting. This experience has told entirely in 
favour of the А.С. system. The chief difficulty with the D. C. 
generators and motors is the commutator and brush gear, 
which may be quite satisfactory so long as the machines 
work under steady conditions, not overloaded ; but with 
irregular loads and overloading, which are bound to occur 
ia any works of considerable size where extensions and 
alterations are of daily occurrence, and the electrical 
equipment cannot be immediately adapted to suit the 
purpose in hand, trouble with commutators and brushes 
sparking becomes insistent, involving labour charges and 
shut-downs, with loss of output. a.c. induction motors 
meet these conditions much better, and tide over the 
difficult times until a permanent arrangement can be made, 
with less trouble than D.C. motors. Under the best condi- 
tions the А.С. motors have the advantage of simpler wiring, 
no shunt or series field connections to be sorted out, cheaper 


prime cost, and more robust construction. All the speed 


variation required is easily obtainable by alteration of the 
pulley ratios, the motor being run under the ideal condition 
of constant speed. The only points requiring attention are 
keeping the motor clean by blowing out with compressed 
air once a week, or at other periods, according to the 
surrounding conditions and the lubrication, Though over 
500 a.c. motors are in use day and night in this factory, 
under all sorts of conditions, abcut one breakdown per 
week or 10 days, and that not a serious one, represents the 
casualty list. The method employed is to standardise so far 
as possible, adopting a few sizes only, and keeping a reason- 
able number of spares, so that on the slightest failure the 
motor affected is taken down, and within a few minutes 
another is put in its place with a minimum of delay. 
Another point in favour of alternating current is that full 
advantage can be taken of medium pressure up to 950 or 
600 volta for economical transmission, for use directly on 
the motors, lighting at low pressure being supplied through 
highly efficient transformers at suitable places. This is 
done very satisfactorily with delta primary and star 
secondary, with 110 volts phase to neutral, meeting every 
requirement of the factory. The average power factor 
obtained is between 0:80 and 0°85 for the whole system. 
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THE ELECTRICITY COMMISSIONERS. 


THE Minister of Transport hus appointed Sir John F. C. 
Snell, M.Inst.C.E., to be chairman of the Electricity 
Commissioners, and Mr. H. Booth, O.B.E., of the Board 
of Trade, Mr. W. W. Lackie, C.B.E., M.Inst.C.E., M.I.E.E., 
and Mr. Archibald Page, M. I. E. E., to be Commissioners. 
All communications for the Commissioners should be 
addressed to The Secretary, Electricity Commissioners, 
Gwydyr House, Whitehall. 


Photo by] 


(Romney. 
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Sir John F. C. Snell is a past President of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers and a Member of Council of the 
Institution of Civil Engineers. He was formerly in 
practice as a consulting engineer in Westminster, as senior 
partner of Messrs. Preece, Cardew, Snell & Rider, and has 
been borough electrical and tramways engineer at Sunderland. 

Mr. H. Booth, O.B.E., Principal Clerk in the Board of 
Trade, was a member of the Electric Power Supply 
Committee. i 

Mr. W. W. Lackie, C.B.E., joined the Electricity Depart- 
ment of the Glasgow Corporation in 1892, and was appointed 
chief engineer in 1904, and manager-engineer in 1915. He 
is a past president of the Incorporated Municipal Electrical 
Association, and the West of Scotland Institution of 
Engineers and Shipbuilders, and has been chairman of the 
Scottish Centre of the Institution of Electrical Engineers. 

Mr. Archibald Page, who has resigned the general 
managership of the Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co. to 
become an Electricity Commissioner, joined the staff of the 
Glasgow Corporation Electricity Department in 1899, and 
occupied the position of deputy city electrical engineer from 
1905 until 1917, when he became associated with the Clyde 
Valley Power Cc. Mr. Page is a past chairman of the 
Scottish Centre of the Institution of Electrical Engineers. 

The foregoing announcement will be welcomed by the 
electrical industry, which has waited long enough, in all 
conscience, for it; let us call to mind that it was in 
April, 1916, that Mr. Ernest T. Williams expounded to 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers his scheme for the 
complete reorganisation of electricity supply in this 
country—nearly four years ago! Let our readers turn 
back to Mr. Williams's scheme, as we have done, and they will 
be astonished at the close resemblance between his original 


. conceptions and the provisions of the Electricity Supply Act 


of 1919, as regards not only the fundamental principles 
involved, but also the methods of putting them in force. 

The fulfilment of that far-sighted scheme has been 
entrusted to the four men named above, with one other not 
yet appointed. That the Board of Commissioners thus 
formed will meet with the approval and command the con- 
fidence of the electrical industry we fully believe ; every one 
of them is well known to the industry,.and each has an 
admirable record of experience und achievement in his own 
branch of work to justify his selection. We have but one 
criticism to offer—one that, we are certain, will be endorsed 
by many of our readers—namely, that the name of Mr. S. L. 
Pearce is not included in the list. 

Mr. Pearce, for many years, has stood at the head of the 
municipal electrical engineers of this country; he has pre- 
sided over the fortunes of the largest undertaking of ita 
kind with an efficiency and competence which need no 
emphasis from us ; he has also played a leading part in the 
problem of National Electricity Supply, having presided 
over the Committee of Lancashire and Cheshire Engineers 
whose admirable reporta exerted so great an influence on the 
course of events — particularly the second, which largely 
foreshadowed that of the Williamson Committee itself. 

Surprised at the omission of his name from the list of 
Commissioners, we immediately inquired of Mr. Pearce the 
reason, and he informs us that no invitation to join the 
Board of Commissioners was extended” to him. We are 
absolutely at a loss to understand the circumstance, which 
appears to us inexplicable. However, in his brief reply to 
our inquiries, Мт. Pearce says that “it is up to us now to 
all pull together and support the chosen Commissioners in 
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the great work that lies before them," and with that 
generous sentiment we cordially agree. We trust that their 
'abours will be fruitful, and crowned with a full measure 
of success ; they have an exceedingly difficult and delicate 
task to accomplish, calling for the highest qualities of 
strength, wisdom, and discretion; and we hope that all 
electrical men will endeavour to smooth their way, and thus 
unite in promoting the national welfare. 
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ELECTRICITY IN SMALL DWELLINGS. 


THE extensive schemes which are being prepared to alleviate 
the present housing shortage afford an unprecedented 
opportunity to the electrical industry in general. Now, 
undoubtedly, is the time to press for the installation of 
electrical wiring and fittings while dwellings are in process 
of construction. Much of the reluctance to install elec- 


avoid these defects; of these the Henley,” “ Kaleeco,’* 
and Stannos are probably the best known. The main 
idea of such systems is, of course, to comply with the 
three requirements referred to above, and chief attention 
is paid to the external or visible features of the installation. 
If the leads from the mains can be installed while a building 


tricity in existing buildings is due to the anticipation of 
the expense likely to be incurred in cutting away for wires 
and conduite, and the subsequent restoration. This trouble 
however, would be entirely eliminated if builders, or those 
responsible for building, were far-sighted enough to arrange 
for the use of electricity, in the same way as gas is at present 
provided for. They might even go so far as to provide for 
electricity alone, in which case the resultant saving in 
brickwork—fireplaces, flues, and chimney stacks—would 
more than compensate for the expense incurred. The 
superiority of electricity over gas for domestic purposes 
cannot be overlooked, and its growing ascendency should 
receive attention in all schemes of reconstruction. 

. Where space has to be cut down to a minimum, the air 
is given a higher value by the employment of electricity, 


Fic. 2.—" HENLEY " 
CONNECTOR. 


Fig. 1.—" HENLEY " 
JoiNT Box. 


which does not vitiate the atmosphere in the very least. 
Electricity is clean and smokeless, ensuring a much longer 
period of service for interior decorations and fixtures. 'lhere 
being no actual combustion on the premises, the risk of 
fire is greatly reduced, and also, as previously remarked, if 
cooking and heating are done electrically, fireplaces and 
flues become unnecessary. 

If a tenant takes а house and finds it already fitted with 
most of the requisites for lighting and cooking electrically, 
he will almost certainly elect to use them, as it will mean little 
or no expense to himself, while the advantages are obvious. 
On the other hand, he will hesitate to install electricity 
on his own responsibility, as, should he wish to vacate the 
house, the wiring, erected at his expense, becomes the pro- 
perty of the landlord, and has to remain where it is, and 
in his new dwelling he may have to start all over again. 


FIG. 3.—" HENLEY" TEE Box. 


One of the first considerations to occupy the attention of 
builders and’ prospective consumers is the system of wiring 
to be adopted. The three points to be studied are 


cheapness, effectiveness, and sightliness. The conduit. 


system, although effective and possessing many advantages, 
is generally out of the question in small buildings, where 
the low rental will not recoup the outlay involved. Wiring 
in wood casing is at the present time even more expensive, 
and во it becomes necessary to look for a good open or 
“ surface ” system. The method of wiring with porcelain 
cleats at intervals can be made very effective and unobtru- 
sive, but there is always a tendency for the leads to separate, 
slacken, and sag down. thus becoming very unsightly. 
There are, however, several modern systems devised to 


is being erected, little trouble is encountered, as all cutting- - 
away of the fabric is obviated. 5 | 


Fic, 4.-—* KALEECO JOINT Box. 


Wires run in a roof may be fixed with porcelain cleats, 
and where they are brought in at right angles to a joist, 
the latter should be drilled with two holes about an inch 
apart, through which the wires are threaded. If run parallel 
with a joist in the ceiling or roof, they can again be fixed 
with cleata. E 

The wires in the “ Henley system are made up in pairs 
and sheathed with metal, which takes the place of a conduit 

v | i 


* 


FIG. 5.—" STANNOS" WIRING AND CLIPS. 


or other external protection. Wires running together are 
retained in position and clamped by means of small clips, 
which prevent sagging. Where leads are exposed, they 
may be painted the same colour as the wall or background 
to render them inconspicuous.  Jointing is effected by 
means of small porcelain and brass connectors enclosed in 
small joint boxes (figs. 1, 2 and 3). Branches are taken off 
by means of small tee boxes of tinned brass. 


Fig. 6.—" STANNOS" WATER-TIGHT JOINT BOXEs. 


"Open" wiring can also be effectel by means of the 
" Kaleeco " system, in which sheathed conductors are em- 
ployed. Single wires are circular in shape, while multi- 
core cables are of flat section. "The distinguishing feature 
of the “ Kaleeco” wiring system is the method of jointing. 
The joint boxes consist of two parts, backplate and cover of 
tinned brass. The backplate can be slotted to take any 
arrangement of wires, and the slotting produces tongues 
which are fixed to the wires by means of bonding clamps 
(fig. 4) and tightened by bolts and nuts. 

The backplate is fixed in position and the joints are 
made with porcelain-sheathed connectors. Lugs are pro- 
vided on this plate which fit into slots cut in the cover, 
and are bent over, thereby obviating the use of fixing screws 
or bolts to hold the two parts together. Wires covered in 
silk or glace cotton in various colours are supplied, in order 
that external wires may harmonise with their surroundings. 

The Stannos system is another effective form of open 
wiring—similar in many respects to the Henley” system. 
The wires employed are of the metal-sheathed type, which 
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can be used either for two-wire work, or by the utilisation 
of the copper sheath as a conductor, for concentric systems. 
Metal clips are used for retaining the wires in position 
(fig. 5), and a protective steel covering (fig. 8) can be 
üsed in positions where exposed wires would be liable to 
be damaged. The smal! joint-boxes employed in the 
* Stannos " system consist of a soft metal base and cover, 


.two porcelain linings, and a soft metal channel con- 
nector (fig. 6). 

The original mode of distribution was to tap off the 
mains for each house, which meant great expense in the 
provision of. pitan e underground junction boxes. The 
нт» a block of houses is to make one 


wet 


Fic, 7,—' STANNOS" 
tapping only from the street mains, and then run leads along 
the front (or back) of the row of houses, taking off a branch 
at each’ dwelling | or pair of dwellings. These branches can 
be made secure and weatherproof. at а mere fraction of the 


cost of separate underground joints. 


Figs. 7 and 9 Show this principle carried out by Messrs.’ 


FIG. 9." SrANNOs " 
SERVIGE BRANCH. 


FIG. 8.—PROTECTIVE 
COVERING FOR WIRES. 


Siemens Bros, the originators of the **Stannos " system. 
"The houses are served by leads entering above the front 
doorway, and the outside cables are very unobtrusive. 

Many methods of payment for electrical energy in the 
case of small houses are in vogue ; probably the best system 
“is that adopted by the Fixed-Price Light Co. This com- 
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dinner and social evening. 


pany’s system was described in the ELEcTRICAL REVIEW of 
May 15th, 1914, and has proved so effective that little or 
no modification of the original scheme has been found neces- 
sary. The company carries out complete installations and 
charges a weekly amount for each lamp installed, varying 
with the candle- -power. All replacements are made by the 
consumer. The meter system employed by many supply 
authorities is expensive both in first cost and in maintenance, 
and for this reason is gradually giving place to the more 
economical method of flat-rate payment. To guard 
against excessive consumption in houses receiving a supply 
on the “fixed-price” system, current limiters are usually 
installed, which act when more than a certain number of 
lamps are in use in 
any onedwelling. The 
recently inaugurated 
Wolverhampton 
scheme is run on 
these lines. Meters 
of the 14. and 1s. 
prepayment type are 
frequently placed in 
houses, and although 
a charge has to be 
made for their main- 
tenance, there is no 
doubt that many con- 
sumers prefer this 
method of payment 
by degrees. 

In conclusion, as 
an example of com- 
pletely electrical 
dwellings, we would 
draw attention to the 
experiment carried 
out at Glasgow. Two 
houses were fitted 
with electrical heat- 
ing and cooking ap- 
paratus, lighting, and 
household appliances. 
The cost for a year's running was £32 in one case, and 
£35 in the other, and the occupants expressed great satis- 
faction with the scheme, and gave electrical methods pre- 
ference over the usual domestic routine. 
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Faraday Works War Fund. — A general meeting of the 
subscribérs to Faraday Works (Gent & Co., Ltd.) War Fund 
was, held on the 2nd inst. at Leicester. The chair was taken 
by Mr. I. H. Parsons, supported by Messrs. Waddington and 
Skinner. Mr. Parsons briefly reviewed the organisation and 
history of the fund. In the early days of the war the em- 
ployés made weekly collections in aid of the Prince of Wales's 
Fund, and in April, 1915, it was agreed to devote future funds 
to cases of need among the firm's employés with Н.М. Forces. ' 
Parcels were sent according to a properly established plan 
during three or four years, and a sum was handed to each 
man on his return. Money grants were also made to widows 
and other relatives of fallen men. From time to time cóntri- 
butions were forwarded by the committee to a number of 
charitable organisations. The Treasurer reported that al- 
though the weekly collections had ceased, he had a balance 
in hand of £109. It was decided by the ineeting that: part 
of this should be distributed among relatives of fallen men, the 
balance to be spent in entertaining all returned men at a 
The firm had expressed a wish <o 
erect a permanent roll of honour to record the part which its 
employés had taken in the war. It had been decided to fix 
-a marble tablet outside the works bearing the names of 
fallen men, and to erect a roll of honour inside the works. 
The employés have expressed a wish to subscribe part of the 
cost, and this has been agreed to. ‘The committee has now 
been made a standing one, as Gents' Social Committee. The 
Secretary (Mr. W. E. Dunt) would be glad to receive the'pre- 
sent addresses of any men who joined up when in the firm’ 8 
employ, but who may now be in other employment. 
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EXTENSIONS AT STUART STREET GENERATING STATION, MANCHESTER. 


THE latest extensions at the Stuart Street station of the 
Manchester Corporation electricity department comprise, 
as already briefly reported in our pages, a 25,000-Kw. 
turbo-alternator, together with condensing plant and cooling 
towers, and four large water-tube boilers with economisers. 
It has been necessary to remove a portion of the original plant 
which was installed in 1902— namely three 1,500-K W. alter- 
nators driven by vertical reciprocatiug engines, and twelve 
12,000-lb. per hour water-tube boilers, to make room for 
the new turbo-alternator, condenser, and boilers respectively. 
Considerable structural alterations were necessary in the 
boiler house. The old roof had to be removed and steel- 
work erected to carry the new economisers and to support 
the existing bunkers. 

The four new boilers, shown in fig. 1, are of Messrs. 
Babcock & Wilcox’s marine type, fitted with superheaters 
and Green economisers. The boilers normally evaporate 
91,000 1b. per hour, but have a continuous overload rating 
of 104,000 lb. of water per hour from, and at, 212° F. 
The working pressure is 225 lb. per sq. in., and the super- 
heat 275? F. The boilers have a total heating surface 
of 14,000 sq. ft. and the superheaters 5,145 sq. ft., the 
grate surface being 416 sq. ft.. The main steam drum is 
4 ft. 6 in. in diameter, 37 ft. long, and weighs 12 tons. 
There are 56 sections of tubes per boiler, each section 
having 12 tubes 17 ft. long. Each boiler has four chain 
grates driven by Brampton chains from the stoker shafting, 
which is placed in the ash passage. This shafting is 
driven through reduction gearing by one A.C. and two D.C. 
motors, one of these motors being always used as a stand-by 
to the other two. Forced and induced-draught plant is 
fitted to each boiler, there being four 45-in. diameter 
forced-draught fans, each direct-driven by a 36-B.H.P. motor 
at 360 R. P. M. They are capable of maintaining a pressure 
of 0'5 in. w. G. under the grates, and will deliver sufficient 
air for the combustion of coal at the rate of 36 to 40 lb. 
per sq. ft. of grate surface per hour. 


of maintaining a draught of 2 in. water gauge at the 
economiser outlets. The other two boilers have one 85-in. 
diameter fan, which discharges the gases into an existing 
brick chimney. The motor for this fan, which is chain- 
driven, is of 155 B.H.P. The speed of the motor can be 
regulated by rheostatic control from 585 to 450 k. P. u. 


Fig. 1.—B. & W. 91,000-LB. WATER-TUBE BOILERS. 


Suitable dampers are provided for isolating each econo- 
miser. Each boiler has two economisers installed above it, 
each economiser having 256 tubes and a heating surface of 
8,697 sq. ft. The gases enter the economisers at a tem- 
perature of 560^ F., and are discharged at a temperature of 
375^ F., the temperature of the feed water being raised 


FIG. 2.——ALTERNATOR END OF METROPOLITAN-VICKERS 25,000-kw. TURBO-ALTERNATOR. 


T wo of the boilers have each one 60-in. diameter induced- 
draught fan, direct driven by a 70-B. H. Pp. motor at 360 k. P. u. 
These fans draw the gases from the economisers, and dis- 
charge into 7 ft. 6 in. diameter steel chimneys, which have 
a height of 93 ft. above the grates. The fans are capable 


100° F. The overall efficiency of the boiler, superheater 
and economiser is 82 per cent. when burning “ slack.” 

Some modifications have been made to the coal chutes, 
&c., and the fuel now used consists of coke breeze and coal, 
and is fed on to the grates on the “sandwich” system— 


— -- 
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that is, a layer of coal on top of a layer of coke. An addi- 
tional coal elevator and a conveyor of the push-bar type, 
having a capacity of 60 tons per hour, have been supplied 
by Messrs. Jenkins, Ltd., of Retford. 

The new feed pump was supplied by Messrs. Weir 
and Co., of Cathcart, and is capable of delivering 
25,000 G.P.H. when running at a speed of 5,000 R.P.M. It 
is of the single-stage type, direct driven by an impulse 
steam turbine, fitted with a ratio governor of the differential- 


Fie, 3.—MATHER & PLATT CIRCULATING PUMPS. 


piston type, also an overspeed governor. The exhaust 
steam is discharged through a nozzle into the hotwell tank, 
and is used to heat the feed water. 

Messrs. Richardsons, Westgarth & Co., of West Hartle- 
pool, were the main contractors for the turbo-alternator 
and condensing plant. The contract for the three-phase 
alternator, fig. 2, which has a maximum rating of 
25,000 KW., at 0°85 power factor, 6,600 volte, 50 cycles, 
was sub-let to the British Westinghouse Co., now Metro- 


cast-steel concentric pipe inside the turbine casing. The 
high-temperature steam, therefore, does not come into 
direct contact with the casing. The main governor 
operates the throttle valves by means of oil relays ; hand- 
operated nozzle valves are also fitted to the turbine. The 
over-speed and emergency governor is of the centrifugal 
spring-loaded type, fitted to the shaft, and is set to operate 
at 10 per cent. overspeed ; levers are also fitted to this 
governor, so that it may be operated by hand in case of 
emergency. Two oil pumps are driven 
by gearing from the end of the shaft in 
the usual manner, but a separate steam- 
driven reciprocating oil pump has also 
been installed for starting and shutting- 
down purposes. This pump is fitted 
with an automatic governor, which will 
start the pump when the oil pressure falls 
to 27 lb. per sq. in., if the main pumps 
fail to maintain the supply. 

It is interesting to note that the alter- 
nator stator was built up on site to avoid 
the difficulties which would have been 
experienced if such a heavy weight (70 
tons) had had to be handled with the 
existing crane. An exciter is fitted to 
the machine, but arrangements are made 
80 that the supply of energy for exci- 
tation can be taken from the station 
battery when required. Ventilating fans 
are fitted on the rotor, which runs at a 
speed of 1,500 в.р.м. These fans draw 
air direct from the atmosphere through 
wet air filters of the rotary type, which 
were supplied by Messrs. Heenan and 
Froude, Ltd. Duplicate А.С, motors, 
with direct-driven pumps, are provided 

for circulating the spray water and rotating the filters. 

Messrs. Reyrolle’s self-balanced protective gear has been 
fitted to the alternator. 

The main cables connecting the alternator to the cil 
switch are of the single-core, lead-covered, paper-insulated 
type, 1 sq. in. in cross section, three being used per phase. 

The condenser, which is of the ‘‘Contraflo” type, is on the 
turbine room floor, the turbine and alternator being about 
16 ft. above this level. The condenser is mounted on 


Fig. 4.—TURBINE END OF METROPOLITAN-VICKERS 25,000-k w. TURBO-ALTERNATORB. 


politan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. The turbine is of the 
Impulse-reaction type, the steam pressure at the stop valve 
being 200 lb. per sq. in., the temperature of the steam 
600" F., and the vacuum 28 in. of mercury. 

Steam is supplied to the separator through an 18-in. pipe, 
and thence through two 12-in. diameter pipes to the valve 
chesta, which are fitted on each side of the turbine. The 
steam passes to the nozzle chest, which is in the form of a 


spring supporte, and is bolted direct to the turbine exhanst 
flange. The shell is of mild steel, and was built up on site. 
The amount of water circulated through the condenser is 
1,800,000 gallons per hour; the tubes are of 1-in. external 
diameter, and the total cooling surface is 40,000 sq. ft. 
The air and water-extracting pumps are of the Kinetic“ 
type. Each set runs at 1,475 R.P.M., and is capable 
of maintaining the vacuum and of dealing with the full- 
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load condensate. One set is driven by an A. C. motor, the 
other being driven by a De Laval steam turbine. Each set 
has three steam jets for air extraction, and arrangements 
are also made so that the auxiliary turbine exhaust steam 
may be used in the jets, or diverted into the kinetic tank 
and used to heat the condensate. Messrs. Mather & Platt, 
Ltd., have supplied two 27 in. circulating water pumps. 
each direct driven by a 550-B.H.P., A.C. motor at 590 R. P. M., 
and capable of dealing with 60 per cent. of the full-load 


Elec Rev 


Fic. 5.—CooLING Towers, 


requirements ; these pumps, fig. 3, are installed in а room 
which is external to the main building. y | 

Two cooling towers, fig. 5, have been supplied by 
Messre. Charles Bradshaw & Co., and have a total capacity 
of 1,320,000 gallons of water per hour, the temperature 
being reduced from 95° F. to 75 F. when the atmospheric 
temperature is 60° F. and humidity 80-85 per cent. 
Twenty-four 11-in. diameter fans running at 165 R.P.M. are 
fitted to the sides of the towers and mounted on through- 
shafts, which are carried on lignum vitæ bearings inside 
the towers. The outside bearings are of the oil-ring type, 
and are fitted with special waterproof covers. ()n one side 
of the towers are the motor houses, which contain six 
40-B.H.P. motors: each motor runs at 730 R. p. u., and drives 
two shafts, 7.е., four fans, by means of chains, The towers 


are divided into sections corresponding to the motors, апд. 


the troughing and pipes are ‘so arranged that each section 
can be worked quite independently of the others. | 

The main 6, 600-volt switchgear was supplied by the 
British Thomson-Houston Co., and comprises one 3.000. 
ampere alternator oil switch, three 2,000-ampere group- 
feeder switches, and one feeder board with six switches, 
The large switches and the feeder switches are the H € 
and H 3 types respectively, with two oil tanks per phase. 
The whole of the equipment is mounted in moulded stone 
cubicles. | | К | 


Brick cubicles have been built for the transformers . 


which have been installed in connection with the Supply of 

energy for the А.С. motors. Two cubicles are in the boiler 

house, two adjoining the circulating-pump house, and one 
- beside the cooling-tower motors. 
The 6,600-volt switchgear for controlling the Supply to 
these transformers is erected on the switchboard gallery in 
the turbine room, and comprises a number of the Manchester 
standard sheet-iron cubicle type of sub-station panels. An 
iron-clad Fluvent board, with knife switches and fuses, is 
mounted on top of the boiler-house transformer cubicles, and 
black enamelled slate panels with knife switches have been 


fitted in the pump and tower motor houses to control the 
420-volt eircuits. Е 

The whole of the cable work has been done by the Stuart 
Street staff; the H.T. and L.T. cables for the auxili 
circuits being three-core, paper-insulated, lead-covered and 
armoured. 

The war memorial tablet illustrated in fig. 6 was erected 
by the men employed at the Stuart Street works, to the 


Fic. 6. - WAR MEMORIAL TABLET. 


honoured memory of 25 of their comrades who volunteered 
for service and gave their lives in the great war. E 

In conclusion, we have to thank Mr. S. L. Pearce, chie 
engineer and manager, for supplying and permitting the 
publication of the particulars set out above. The photo- 
graphs were taken by Messrs. ( irundy & Sons. | 
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The Neuhausen Aluminium Co.—During the war the 


. German State-guaranteed War Metals Co. entered inte a contract 


with the Aluminium Industry Co.. of Neuhausen, for the supply of 
aluminium, which is said to be still in operation, notwithstanding 
that the war requirements expired over a year ago, and the German 
company is still under the obligation to accept deliveries. To do 
80 now would be all the, more burdensome. as the basis price was 
arranged in Bwiss francs (5.50 fr. per kilo is mentioned), and 
would, therefore, involve a considerable sacrifice owing to the 
increasing fall in the mark. A friendly arrangement, however, 
has been made with the German Government, under which the 
contract has been determined on the payment of a sum of 
11,000,000 fr. to the Swiss company. 7 


Norwegian Aluminium.— The managers of the A. S. Hoyang- 
faldene (Norsk Aluminium Co.) state that it was possible for the 
company to begin the production of aluminium last October, but 
owing to the difficulties in connection with supplies of coal and 
transport services, the company has been unable to increase the 
deliveries of raw materials to the level corresponding to the 
utilisation of the full capacity of the plant. There sre, however, 
reasons for believing that this will take place in the near future. 
At present the electrode factory is turning out electrodes for the 
company's use, which was the original object in view, although oon- 
siderable quantities could also be produced for sale, but the demand 
in Norway is inconsiderable at present, presumably on account 0 
the restricted activity at the smelting works. The prospects for 
the export of aluminium seem to be favourable. No doubt the 
unfavourable rate of exchange for Germany renders it difficult for 
exports to be sent to that country, where the consumption is very 
large just now. On the other hand, the consumption appears to 
be increasing in other industrial countries, and there is every 
reason for believing that this will continue, The sale prices are 
still low as compared with the costa of production, but it is 60n- 


maintained. 


` sidered probable that the advance which has . begun will. i 
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THE IDEAL HOME EXHIBITION. 


(Concluded from page 201.) 


Messrs. ARTHUR Lyon & WRENCH, Lb., 36, Victoria Street, 
London, S. W. 1, exhibit electric lighting sets suitable for 
country-house lighting, as shown at other recent exhibitions; 
a combination electric motor positive pump, with a capacity 
of 500 gallons per hour; a motor-generator set driven off the 
Olympia main supply, and giving an output of 59 to 70 volts, 
25 to 35 amperes; a small j-H.P. motor for driving a sewing 
machine or other household appliances requiring small power, 
and some domestic heating and cooking accessories for work- 
ing in conjunction with LAW. house-lighting plant. 

Tue Austin Motor Co., Lrp., 479-483, Oxford Street, Lon- 
don, W. 1.—This is a working exhibit of an entirely British- 
made 0.75-kW. automatic electric lighting plant for a country 
house or farm, and a 10.5-H.P., 100-volt, automatic plant for 
country mansions, reference to the commencement of the 
manufacture of which was recently made in our pages. The 
smaller set under the name '' Autoplant " is suitable for an 
installation up to a total capacity of 800 c.P. with 25-volt stan- 
dard metal-filament lamps, or 1,500 с.р. with half-watt lamps. 
The set comprises. a 1.75-H.p., four-stroke, single-cylinder 
engine designed to run at 1,100 R. p. u. on either petrol, ben- 
zole, or town gas, and is supplied complete with all piping, 
&c. The cylinder is water cooled, the radiator taking, not 
the usual form, but that commonly employed for office and 
room warming purposes, as shown in fig. 11. The engine 
is direct coupled to a compound-wound dynamo giving an 


~ 


Fic: 11.—AUSTIN 0.75-kw. LIGHTING SET. | 


output of 30 to 99 amps., at 25 {о 35 volts, or 15 to 11 amps. 
at 50 to 75 volts; a battery of from 126 to 180 amp.-hours 
capacity, according to the number of lights, is used with 
the plant, a feature of which is a “ master instrument“ 
which maintains the voltage on the lights at a constant value, 
although the dynamo тау be giving a varying voltage for 
charging the battery. It is claimed that the plant is entirely 
automatic in its action, i.e., self-starting, stopping, and re- 
gulating, even the H.T. ignition current being taken from 
the dynamo. Plant with capacities up to 12 KW., as well as 
50-volt sets can be supplied. 


Messrs. R. A. Lister & Co., Lep., 47, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1, exhibit electric lighting and power plant, 
suitable for country houses or where @ main supply is not 
available, which is claimed to be automatic in action. The 
plant is suitable as a standby on board ships or elsewhere, 
and in such a case starts up automatically on the failure of 
the main supply; it also tests itself daily, and gives indication 
if not operating correctly. A feature is that the usual large 
storage battery is not necessary. a few cells suffice to work 
the plant automatically and light a few lamps without the 
engine running. The vertical, water-cooled, enclosed-type 
engine is of substantial construction, fitted with automatic 
lubrication, н.т. magneto ignition, and pump-fed carburetter. 
In addition to the centrifugal mechanical governor, a magnetic 
governor is fitted to the engine, which regulates the speed 
according to the load, thereby maintaining constant voltage 
at all loads. The shunt-wonnd dvnamo is automatically 
lubricated and coupled. to. the engine either by a flexible 
coupling in the larger sizes, or by belt in smaller, single- 
cylinder sets, which have outputs of from 0.52 to 1.95 Kw., 


11 to 35 amps., at 55 volts. The direct coupled 1, 2, and 
4-cylinder sets, fig. 12, run at 850 m.r.M., and give 3 to 
18 KW., 27 to 163 amps., at 110 volts. An automatic con- 
troller is provided to start the engine up sinoothly, the com- 
pression being released until sufficient speed is attained to 


Is-KW. LIGHTING PLANT. 


Fig. 12.-—Lister-Bruston 


i 


ensure easy starting. ‘The enamelled switchboard is fitted 
with a voltmeter, two ammeters, a Bruston relay, circuit 
breaker, fuse, and the necessary terminals are plainly labelled. 


THe ASTER ENGINEERING Co., Lrp., Wembley, Middlesex, 
has a working exhibit of a single-cylinder, semi-automatic 
house lighting set running on gas, but which will run equally 
well on petrol or paraffin. The exhibit is complete with all 
the necessary equipment, the design being sturdy throughout. 
The engine is of the 4-cycle type with mechanically operated 
overhead valves, and is air cooled; lubrication has received 
special attention, and a simple form of carburetter is fitted. 


Messrs. STUDEBAKER, Larp., 117-123, Great Portland Street, 
London, W. 1, show the compact ''Lally Light house 
lighting plant, consisting of a generator direct driven by a 
ball-bearing petrol engine, and a set of accumulators. A 
duplicate set may be seen working outside at the rear of the 
stand. The 1.5-H.p., 1,800-n.P.M. engine has only three moving 
parts, namely, the piston, connecting rod, and crankshaft. 
There are no valves to grind, no connecting rods, push rods, 
cam shafts, &c. Thermo-siphon cooling with an ordinary 
water tank is employed. A float-feed type carburetter is 
fitted, and the H.T. magneto is direct connected to the crank- 
shaft by means of a flexible coupling. A centrifugal governor 
running in ап ой bath acts through a rocker arm directly on 
the balanced plunger throttle which governs the mixture in 
the engine. Simplicity in design has been aimed at ге 
out; the set weighs only 322 lb., it being 27 in. long by 
14 in. wide. 

Carron: Co., 50, Berners Street, London, W. 1.—Amongst 
this selection of fireplace suites, some of which are seen work- 
ing, are both coal and gas fires, as well as the firm's well- 
known electric fires of various sizes and styles. 


Tug DowsiG Rapiant Heat Co., Lrp., 39, York Place, 
Baker Street, London, W. I, has on view a large number of 
samples of its manufactures in the shape of domestic electric 
heating and cooking appliances, including radiators, cookers, 
kettles, irons, toasters, &c., as described on various occasions 
in our pages. A special feature is made of electrically-heated 
clothing, while electro-medical apparatus on view includes 
electric light baths and various forms of vibrators. The De 
Vry Sortable kinema projector, which we described fully some 
tine ago, is also to be seen in use at this stand. Messrs. 
Dowsing have taken up a selling agency for this apparatus, 
which is very compact, self-contained, and may be connected 
to any existing lighting fitting. It has been used with much 
success in schools and by educational authorities in different 
parts of the country. 


The FiLBAn ELECTRIC Heater, Lrp., 46, Berwick Street, 
London. W. 1, is showing electric water heaters and sterilisers ; 
the latter apparatus consists of a tank holding water on the 
bottom of which rests a tray for carrying the instruments 
to be sterilised, and which can be lifted out at will while 
the water is boiling. Parallel to this tank is a second tank 
containing a float which works in conjunction with a switclr 
and euta off the current should the water fall to a pre-deter- 
mined level. The electric water boiler is designed to deliver 
a limited amount of hot water in a short space of time. The 
amount of water necessary can be drawn off at boiling point 
30 to 60 seconds after the cold water has reached the desired 
level in the gauge. Immediately after the boiling water has 
been ejected, the apparatus is again ready for use. The 
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-- boiler can be used in a room where there is no water supply 
by the addition of a small tank; the heating element cannot 
be switched on until water has been admitted to the boiler, 
and water is admitted by & push rod valve which closes on 
the pressure being released. The bhotspring automatic 
water heater is a sinall apparatus which can be easily fitted 
(and as easily removed) to the water main or to any existing 
cold water tap, the handle of which controls the whole ap- 

tus. The only operation necessary to obtain a flow of 
hot water up to 160 deg. F. is to turn on the cold water tap, 
which action operates a water switch. When the tap is 
closed current is automatically cut off and current cannot 
be switched on to the heating elements unless water is flow- 
ing through the heater. In the event of the water supply 
failing entirely or partly due to partial closing of the tap 
or reduced pressure, the current is also automatically cut off. 


THE Lowa ENciNEERING Co., Lrp., 25, Maiden Lane, 

London, W. C. 3.—The “ Lowa switch is a novelty which 
has many applications; it is slightly larger than the ordinary 
switch, and can be easily substituted for tbe ordinary one. 
It is a modification of the tumbler action in which a dolly- 
head operates a lever moving through a quadrant which 
cuts in or out groups of special resistances, and when used 
in conjunction with a lamp or series of lamps effects a remark- 
able saving in energy when less light is required than the 
rated C.P. 
hospital use, and for many purposes where it is desired to 
regulate the light given. It is also adapted for use with small 
motors, fans, radiators, &c., in place of the usual starting 
Switch. In Lowa slider resistances the resistance material 
is sandwiched between metal strips which form the contacts, 
thus helping to eliminate the wear which takes place where 
.the contact bears directly on the wire. ‘The resistance units 
' аге contained in a strong cast frame, the insulation being 
of mica throughout; they are compact, occupying small space, 
and the resistance material used is claimed to be impervious 
to climatic conditions and to moisture. 


"Messrs. Bettina & Co., Montague Road, Edmonton, Lon- 
don, N. 18, show a selection of electric cooking, heating, and 
cleaning appliances for domestic use, including fires, water 
heaters, eweepers, a washing machine, and table appliances 
as exhibited at other recent exhibitions. 


Tae British ELECTRIC TRANSFORMER Co., Ltp., 50, Oxford 
Street, London, W.1.—This stand takes the form of a model 
kitchen in which flame fires, ovens, boilers, grills, and other 
electrical ‘‘ comforts ” for the home are on view, some of 

' which are seen in operation, and demonstrations are given 
at frequent intervals. 


QueaD, Lrp., 47, Marylebone Lane, Oxford Street, London, 
W. 1.— This exhibit takes the form of u selection of electric 
fires, and includes period style sheet metal fires which are 
seen in operation for the first time, and which can be supplied 
to match any period of decoration. A table cooker com- 
bination is also on view for the first time, and the firm's 
electric iron is efficient, having a consumption of only 475 
watts for a full size iron on full heat. A feature is the 
provision of means for regulating the heat whereby full or 
half heat can be used for heating up quickly, and then a good 
ironing temperature maintained by cutting down the current 
so that only one quarter is used, hence its name, '' Quarter 
heat iron. The handle is of the always cool type, and 
8 special rest is fitted on which the iron can be stood end up, 
thus avoiding the necessity of a special stand. The consump- 
tion of the firm's 12-in. fans at maximum speed does not 
exceed 36 watts; the construction is robust, and the guard is 
so designed as to avoid the rattling common to во many. The 
Quead electric soldering iron consumes 100 watts for everv 
hot point; a substantial sheath protects the element which 
is practically air tight, thus helping to reduce heat loss and 
to prolong its life. The cable is connected in such & manner 
that should the iron be dropped there is no sudden pull on 
the leads, and close contact 1s effected between the element 
and the bit. The simplicity of construction renders replace- 
ment an easy matter. 


Messrs. SigMENS Bros. & Co., Lro., Woolwich, London, 
S.E. 18, exhibit the ''Stannos"' system of wiring buildings 
for electric light and power, features of which are low cost 
` and the possibility of installation with minimum disturbance 
to the fabric and interior decoration of the building. Further 
particulars of the svstem will be found on another page of 
this issue in an article on electricity in small dwellings. 


Messrs. CALLENDER’S CaBLR & Construction Co.. TaD., 
Hamilton House, Victoria Embankment. London, E.C. 4.— 
This exhibit takes the form of electrically lighting two portions 
of rooms completely on the Kaleeco '' system of wiring. also 
referred to in the article mentioned above. and shows the 
suitability of the wire and accessories for efficiently, vet unob- 
trusivelv, wiring on the surface, different classes of houses. 
The system consists of a circular metal sheafhed sincle and 
flat metal ehe ‘hed multicore insulated wires, simple iunction 
boxes providea with efficieut. bonding clamps, wall clips, con- 
tinuity bar, and earth chp. It is neat, easv to erect, and 
very inexpensive. The conductors consist of tinned high- 
conductivity copper wires, insulated with two layers of wl- 
canised jndia-rubber taped with proofed tape. the whole 
vuleanised into a homogeneous body. The multicore wires 


The switch is suitable for bedroom, nursery, or | 


have the cores laid side by side, the distinctive coloured 


‘proofed tapes ensuring easy tracing, and 8Deathed under heavy 


hydraulic pressure with a strong tube Of metal forming a 
flattened section. The metallic sheathing, although stiff 
enough to prevent sagging between the fixing clips properly 
spaced, is easily bent round cornices. The junction box con- 
sists of a backplate and cover of tinned braes, inside which 
the wires are joined together as required by means of porce- 
lain sheathed connectors. The backplate is slotted on site to 
any arrangement of wires called for, two slots being cut at 
each wire entry, leaving а tongue to which the metal sheathed 
wire is clamped by means of the bonding clamp which em- 
braces wire and tongue, and is tightened up by а screw and 
nut. When the backplate has been fixed to the wall or other 
support and the internal connections have been made, the 
cover is marked and cut to fit over each bonding clamp. It 
is secured by small lugs, provided on the backplate, which 
pass through suitable openings in the cover and are bent 
over, no screws or nuts being used for this purpose. Efficient 
electrical continuity of the metallic sheathing throughout the 
installation together with reliable earthing, are secured by 
use of the complete range of Kaleeco’’ accessories. Decora- 
tive wires braided with silk or glace cotton and accessories 
enamelled to match—when fixed on the surface, blend with 
existing decorations, and are practically unnoticeable. The 
system calls for no special switches, ceiling roses, fuseboards, 
or fixing blocks, all of which may be chosen to suit the 
шен features of the building and the taste of the 
client. 

Messrs L. G. Hawkins & Co., 116, Charing Cross Road, 
London, W.C.2, exhibit a comprehensive display of domes- 
tic electrical appliances, ranging from heating pads to electric 
washers and vacuum cleaners. The Universal" vacuur: 
cleaner is a very efficient sample of its type. The carpet 
sweeping portion consists of а spiral brush which takes up 
the dust into the vacuum chamber. ‘The irons exhibited are 
arranged with a heating element fixed between two plates 
Which exclude air, and give the iron heat-storing capacity. 
These irons are rested, when not in use, on a spring stand 
which isolates the iron from the table, preventing burning. 
The tourist's iron сап be inverted and used as a stove; 
it also has a hole in one end into which curling irons can ^e 
slipped. Another very useful piece of domestic equipment 18 
the portable single range, figs. 13 and 14, which consists of a 
double-shell oven, a single heating element arranged in three 
concentric circles, and other utensils. It is claimed that, with 
the aid of this range, meals can be cooked for two or three 


Fics. 13 AND 14.—-PoRTABLE SINGLE RANGE OVENS. 


persons. An all-metal immersion heater is another exhibit. 
This is quite a Snall appliance, designed for boiling small 
quantities. of liquid in a short time. A fusible plug to protect 
the heating element can be supplied with all appliances, and 
a special connector plug is included with almost all the heatino 
apparatus. The coffee urns and hot-water kettles are of high 
artistic merit—a pleasant change from the usual rigid lines. 
The ''Gevser" electric washer and ringer employs the 
unique high-speed propeller principle of washing. A power- 
ful circulation of hot suds is driven through the clothes 
by means of a propeller in the bottom of the tank, and the 
water is drawn back through the clothes by suction. There 
is no wear on the clothes, they remain always under hot 
water in a perforated zine cvlinder kept constantly revolving 
by means of the propeller. The tank is all metal. and the steel 
frame is electrically welded. The zinc cylinder. and the inside 
of the galvanised steel tank are both copper plated, and then 
nickel plated, as a protection against rust and corrosion. The 
electric ringer is reversible, and has а positive safety release, 
and can he used at the same time as the washer or indepen- 
dently. | 
Amongst the other exhibita of electrical interest the Bastian 
Enectric Co., LTD., show electric fires of various tvpes and 
water heating apparatus. The FaLKrrK IRON Oo.. Lro., ex- 
hibits radiators and cooking ranges, while Mrssns. BOULTON & 
PauL, LtD., have on view a complete generating plant for 
country house use, comprising a paraffin engine direct coupled 
to a generator which is capable of lighting 75 M.watt 16-c.p. 
lamps or tbe equivalent. The stand of the Raw irLua Со, 
Ab., Whose products should be of considerable utility in the 
home, attracts well-deserved attention. In the labour-snvinu 
section, which finds accommodation in the gallerv. Mr. G. E. 
W. Crowe has an interesting exhibit of electrical heating and 
cooking appliances, all of which goods are made in Canada. 
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Mr. R. B. Stewart demonstrates Time Saver electric 
washing machines, while tbe Modern Home washers and 
wringers are shown by the Pnreuvac Co., Lip. WALLACH 
Bros., LTD., demonstrate the merits of vacuum cleaners, as 
does also the Hoover Suction Sweeper Co., Lro. Electrically- 
heated mats, muffs, travelling pads, therapeutic bandages, 
and other similar articles are on view at the stand of M. E. 
pu Bow & . These useful devices are fitted with s 
regulator, enabling the temperature to be varied to suit 
requirements, and also with a resistance plug," to enable 
them to be used at any pressure from 100 to 250 volts. Other 
electrical appliances for the home are on view at the stands 
of Messrs. BENHAM & Sons, Lrp., Maaic APPLIANCES, LAID.. 
Duncan Watson & Co., Cuas. E. Beck & Co.. Lrp.. 8. G. 
Lach & Co., Lro., and the ELECTRIC APPLIANCES Co., тр. 


The Exhibition, which closes on February 25th, has proved 
a popular success; it was visited on Tuesday morning last by 
T.M. the King and Queen. 


NE a ae ee) 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letters reoswed by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their o mmm 


cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


University Training. 


Mr. G. W. Roffe’s letter raises a point which a number of 
men who are endeavouring to strive upwards would be pleased 
to see discussed in your columns—the value of technical edu- 
cation by correspondence. As one who has had a few years 
of it, I consider it fills a long-felt want, namely, to give tech- 
nical education during practical work. 

We are told that the best workman is the one who 1з 
interested in, and who studies his work. But do employers 
take this view? | 

My experience in seeking employment is gradually rane 
me to the conclusion that a man who can only do one kin 


I agree that 5 is necessary. But my experience 


employment of th A 
even if only by correspondence tuition. 


London, E. 6. 
February 18th, 1990. 


G. Nicholson. 


Projector Lamps. Р 


Re your correspondent’s inquiry concerning projector lampe, 
the following particulars may help him. The lamp which 
takes the place of the arc is the Mazda C incandescent. whick 
has a filament consisting of four parallel helical coils, side 
by side in the same vertical plane, and about half their 
diameter apart. A mirror behind the lamp reflects the light 
thrown backward so as to fill up the spaces between these 
coils, producing the equivalent of an intensely brilliant, solid 
filament. It is used professionally in the States, where the 
current is alternating; where D.C. is the supply, the usual 
arc is reckoned best. The lamp is used with the usual con- 
denser system, and is made in two wattages, 600 and 900. Its 
average life is about 100 hours, and it operates at about 30 
volts. 'The makers of the complete equipment are The Pre- 
cision Machine Co., Inc., New York, U.S.A. 

F. G. Humberstone, 
Chief Operator-electrician, '' A.W.” Circuit. 

Weymouth. 

February 16th, 1990. 


The I.E.E. Council and the Territorial Centres. 


Into the general question of leaks I will not enter, but 
since & leaky argument is one which will not hold water, I 


must say a word in reply to your editorial comment on the : 


reason I gave at Liverpool for not swamping elected mem- 
bers of Council of the I. E. E. with chairmen of Centres. In 
tbe first place, the articles clearly contemplate that funda- 


mentally the Institution shall be ruled by members of Council 


elected by ballot by the whole body of members from the 
country. Secondly, chairmen of Centres are usually, and 
properly, chosen for personal reaeons of local suitability, irre- 
spective of the branch of the profession they represent, 
whereas the ordinary members of Council should be, and are, 
as far as possible, representative of all branches. Thirdly, 


the number of members attached to the various Centres 


differs greatly, and therefore individual members of small 
Oentres would have an undue proportion of representation 
on the Council  Fourthly, the change in personnel of the 


Council each year would be too great, since the chairman of 


| пона needed, an 


a Centre only has a seat on the Council for two years instead 
of the three years of an ordinary member of Council. Lastly, 
there is the more plausible objection " you advance. May 
I emphasise the fact so ably put forward at Liverpool by 
the president that the Council must be supreme, and stands 
on a totally different footing from a Territorial Centre Com- 
mittee. There might be much to be said for a London Centre, 
but the work of its committee would be confined to local 
administration in connection with London meetings, and 
the London Centre would have to be just as much sub- 
ordinated to the Council as the other Centres. The work of 
the Council differs radically from that of local committees, 
and the two do not admit of comparison. In conclusion, may 
I point out that Mr. Robertson’s remarks about Students’ 
papers were based on a misapprehension; no distinction is 
made in the publication of such papers between those of 
London and provincial Students. 
C. H. Wordingham. 


London, 8.W. 
February 16th, 1920. 


Electrolytic Meters. 


In reply to the letter from Н. W. M., my statement that 
electrolytic meters are not used to any great extent was based 
on personas observation, and I am quite willing to withdraw 
it if satisfactory statistics to the contrary are produced. It 
would be interesting to have authentic figures as to the 
actual numbers of meters of the electrolytic and motor type 
at present in use in Great Britain. I do not agree with 
“ H. W. M." regarding the size of meter which is desirable. 
The increasing use of electrical domestic appliances, radiators, 
&c., tends to justify the ö-ampere size as compered with the 
2-ampere one. Concentration on аз 5-ampere model would, 
I think, more than justify the very small amount of extra 

d would result in a cheaper meter. 
. W. M." evidently thinks it impossible for the motor 
meter to compete with the electrolytic meter on a price stand- 
point; that 1s, of course, merely a statement of his own 
opinion. 

Referring to the letter of the Bastian Meter Co., Ltd., 
as will be seen from my reply to ‘‘H. W. M.," I intended to 
convey the impression that the electrolytic meter is used to 
a relatively small extent. If Mr. Salisbury will publish figures 
as to the production of his type of meter, perhaps the motor 
meter makers will put up theirs for comparison, and so give us 
a quantitative idea of the relative positions of the rival types. 
Mr. Salisbury’s claims as to accuracy and simplicity are 
thoroughly justified, but it is questionable whether the filling 
and maintenance costs do not annul the advantage of low 
initial price. The satisfactory nature of his business is, how- 
ever, sufficient criterion of the fact that many people share 


his opinion. 
a C. W. Marshall. 


arluke. 
February 16th, 1920. 


LE 


Officers’ Association (Employment Bureau). 


Now that the Ex-officers Employment Bureau is moved 
from Dashwood House to Grosvenor Place, it has lost the 
services of some voluntary interviewers in the city who have 
done euch excellent work for two years past. They must 
be replaced by Westminster men. Will any experienced busi- 
ness men, who are able to give their services for one or more 
mornings or afternoons per week, call or write to 


J. A. Goudge, 
Hon. Secretary, 
Officers’ Association (Employment Bureau). 


32, Grosvenor Place, 8.W. 1. 
February 17th, 1920. 


Awards Delayed. 


A letter ap in the ELECTRICAL Review of Jan 80th 
signed W. O. Electrical Staff, which drew attention to the 
non-payment by the War Office of awards (granted by Govern- 
ment-appoin arbitrators) to civilian staffs employed in 
power stations under their control. 

In connection with this it is interesting to note that, at a 
certain War. Department power station, the staff, right from 
the beginning of the late war, have had the mortifying ex- 
perience of seeing and Searing of other power station employée’ 
salaries and wages advanced by leaps and bounds, in accord- 
ance with the ever-increasing cost of the necessities of life 
while their own wages remained at the pre-war level, and 
to get an increase or bonus they had in some cases to resign, 
or threaten to resign their posts; in one case, having suc- 
ceeded after great efforts in getting the increases when long 
overdue, back pay was not paid. 

The result of all this has been that practically the whole 
of the staff have been compelled in their own interests to 
join some protective organisation, whereae previous to the war, 
not one of the staff in question belonged to any trade union. 

At the present time the combined efforts of three trade 
unions have so far failed to get the latest 5s. award peid to 
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the, men, although at a power station of a similar capacity, 
ander the Air Ministry's control, this award was paid out 
iet 5 ү ie the „ ed granted to 
members o e stał to whom it applies, althoug 
March 315%, 1919. pm e 
This ‘deliberate breeding of discontent amongst the staff 
concerned is bound to have a very detrimental effect on the 
loyalty of the staff, and on the working of things generally, 
Is sure to find expression in one way or another, and is the 
result of the War Office not recognising the spirit of the * fair 
wages clause." | 
uu War Department Power Station Staff, 
February 14th, 1920. 


Нои, PROSECUTIONS. 


A SEQUEL to the recent electricity shortage at Hull, and the 
first cases of the kind concerning the improper use of elec- 
EE were heard at Hull Police Court when George H. 
We; ‘tradesman, and George А. Lamb, secretary, were 
charged with unlawfully laying electric mains and connecting 
with шаша belonging to the Corporation. | Ж 
Major H. Bent, the city electrical engineer, in the course 
of the’ proceedings, pointed out that there were the most 
urgent reasons why these connections should not be made 
without the knowledge of the Corporation. There must be 
the fullest co-operation between the suppliers of the current 
and the consumers, or the results would be serious. If every 
consumer did as defendants the supply would have to stop. 

In the case of King, he possessed a knowledge of electricity, 
and he utilised an overhead telephone wire from one of hia 
shops to another to convey the current; it was explained that 
it was dangerous to use telephone wire for current for lighting 
hecause of the latter's high voltage. 

In the other case, defendant fixed up a cable for outdoor 
hghting for his premises. 

n both cases, it was pointed out, the current was registered 
through meters, and there was no question of the energy 
not having been paid for. 

Each defendant was fined £2 28. 


1 


UNIVERSAL RADIO SYNDICATE, LTD. (IN LIQUIDATION) v. 
BAXENDALE. 


IN the Commercial Court of King’s Bench, on February 12th, 
Mr. Justice Roche heard an action in which plaintiffs claimed 
by their liquidator damages against their former managing 
director, Mr. Arthur Baxendale, in respect of an alleged breach 
of agreenicut, or in the alternative an account of profits made 
by him by work which he had undertaken in breach of his 
duty when employed by the syndicate. " 

Mr. Douglas Hogg, K.C., with whom was Mr. Raynor 
Goddard, appeared for the plaintiffs, and Mr. Compston, K. C., 
was for the defendant. 

Mr. Douglas Ново, in opening plaintilfs’ case, said that 
the claim related to the erection of a Poulsen wireless installa- 
tion at the Eiffel Tower by Mr. Baxendale in conjunction with 
Mr. Elwell, who was the managing engineer to the syndicate, 
the contract for which he had appropriated and used for his 
own benefit. The syndicate was formed with the object of 
exploiting the Poulsen system of wireless telegraphy in respect 
of which the syndicate held a licence, and Mr. Baxendale 
held the position of managing director under an agreement 
dated September, 1912. The syndicate set to work to make 
known the advantages of the system, and it was successful 
in obtaining contracts with the Government. It was desired 
to have an installation at the Eiffel Tower by which com- 
munication could be set up with America. In the early part 
of 1913 Mr. Baxendale was able to arrange with Mr. Husson 
in Paris for him to act for the syndicate in. endeavouring to 
obtain authority to use the Eiffel Tower for trying the Poulsen 
system, and in March of that year he communicated with a 
French telegraph company interested in the installation of 
the wireless svstem, after which there was a long correspond- 
ence. At the end of December, 1914, the syndicate had 
failed to get sufficient capital to carry out their option to buy 
the Poulsen system, and on January 19th, 1915, they went 
into voluntary liquidation, and on January 21st Mr. Baxendale 
wrote a letter which modified his original agreement under 
which he was paid at the rate of £1.500 a year. He wanted 
а lump sum in settlement of his claim. 

: His Lonpsu:e: I did not know that he could remain a 
managing director after the liquidation, but he could remain 
a manager. 

“Mr. Dovaras Hoga: On February 11th, 1915, he proposed 
that on payment of £500 to forgo his claim against the 
‘Avnodicate, and in consideration of that payment, he undertook 
to continue to give every assistance in the liquidation until 
the following September, and practically to give advice up 
to Junuary Ist. There was reason to believe that at about 
that date a letter was written by Mr. Hussen to Mr. Baxen- 
dale. as managing director of the Radio Syndicate, regarding 
the Eiffel Tower contract, and other letters on the same sub- 
ject were written to Mr. Elwell. At the end of March, 1915, 


‚ contract. 
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Mr. Elwell went to France. The syndicate. thought he had 
gone only in connection with arrangements fOr a oliday for 
his wife and not on business matters, On his return, how- 
ever, he invited various companies to tender for different 
parts of the installation at the Eiffel Tower. When, in May, 
it was’ found out what was going on, Mr. Baxendale was 
spoken to. He (Mr. Baxendale) admitted that he had sent 
Mr. Elwell because he did not think the syndicate could 
carry out the contract. The correspondence showed that 
Mr. Elwell was acting for Mr. Baxendale, and that the con- 
tract for which they were negotiating was for £98,500 odd 
for an installation for purely military purposes. In Novem- 
ber, 1915, litigation was commenced between Mr. Elwell and 
the syndicate 1n respect of his salary, and in 1917 Mr. Baxen- 
dale made efforts to stop Mr. Walrond (the liquidator) from 
proceeding against Mr. Elwell. Counsel then read correspond- 
ence for the purpose of showing that in 1914 and 1915 Mr. 
Baxendale was negotiating with the authorities in France, 
especially the inilitary authorities, in view of the erection of 
the installation, and that in 1915 he sent Mr. Elwell out to 
France to try to get the contract for himself. Mr. Douglas 
Hogg submitted that under these circumstances Mr. Baxendale 
was liable in damages for breach of his duty to the syndicate. 

At the conclusion of the plaintiffs’ case, Mr. CoMPSTON sub- 
mitted that there was no case for him to meet, as the docu- 
ments did not reveal any implied terms with regard to the 
Inability of Mr. Baxendale to carry on any business he liked 
во long as he to the best of his ability assisted the liquidator 
in winding up the syndicate's affairs. There was no engage- 
ment that he would not enter into competition with the 
company. 

His LonpsHiP said he was against counsel on that sub- 
mission. 

Mr. Сомрѕтом argued that the liquidator could not legally 
carry on any fresh business during the winding up. He could 
not enter into any contracts except where they were neces- 
sary to enable the existing assets of the business to be dis- 
posed of to the best advantage. 

Mr. ARTHUR BAXENDALE was called, and gave evidence яя 
to what had taken place after the liquidation was decided 
upon, and the position taken up by the advisory committee. 
He said that the committee was opposed to taking up any 
new business. He had been absolutely ruined by the collapse 
of the business, in which he had put 41, 20. He told his co- 
directors that he was going to work as hard as he could for 
the reconstruction of the company, but he was unable to 
bring it about. Up to the end of 1915, for a whole year, he 
was working with that object in view. The patents were 
nearing expiration, and had now expired, the station 
being worked by the Government. The first he heard about 
the French installation was in 1915. 

His LoRbsHiP here interposed, and asked had any effort 
been made to arrange this matter. p a 

Counsel intinated that there had been a proposal. 

Mr. BAXENDALE : I understood that the whole point was to 
get my shares. I was asked if I was willing to sell, and I 
replied that I was unable to do so. 

His LorbDsHir, in giving judgment, said that the action 
was similar in nature to an action in which the present 
plaintiff and Mr. Elwell were concerned, which was tried 
some three months ago before him, and he then formed a 
view on the case which he stil entertained in the present 
case. The defendant had entered into a contract on his own 
behalf, and must account to the company for any benefit he 
had received under that contract. He agreed that when the 
liquidation came into force the defendant was no longer 
bound by his contract of employment, but by an agreement 
he undertook to render advice and assist in the liquidation. 
He (the judge) was satisfied that the beneficial winding up 
of the company required that such a contract should be 
entered into. He was also satisfied that the company could 
have got the contract with the French Government. The 
defendant did not offer this contract to the company, but, in 
fact, went behind the back of the company, first, because he 
mistook his rights, and then because his feelings led him 
away. Не was in conílict with the advisory committee, and 
therefore secretly. arranged with the French Government for 
business which might have become of considerable value. He 
had undertaken to assist the liquidator as representing the 
existing company, not а company to be reconstructed, and 
he did something detrimental to the liquidation. He (his 
Lordship) held that there was an implied obligation not to 
do anything of the sort. He was still connected with the 
svndicate in liquidation, and his position enabled him to get 
the contract. The plaintiff had a right to the account for 
which he asked, but he was satisfied that so far as money waa 
concerned there was not any large sum to come from the 
On the whole it seemed to him that an account 
should be taken if the parties could not agree. Something 
ought to be done to put an end to these matters. His judg- 
ment was for the plaintiff with costs of the action for an 
account. І 

Mr. Doveras Hoae said he was prepared to take judgment 
for £200 and so avoid further proceedings. 

Mr. Comeston asked that judgment might be suspended as 
to taking an account until he had had time to consider ‘the 
question. | 

His Lorpsuip said he was willing to do that on payment 


of the costs, 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Industrial Electric Supply Council for the North-East 
Coast.—Ata conference in Newcastle-on-Tyne on 10th inst., held 
under the presidency of the Lord Mayor (Mr. Walter Lee), it was 
decided to set up a District Council under the National Joint 
Industrial Council for the electricity supply industry for the 
North-East Coast, which will include Northumberland, Durham, 
and the Cleveland district of Yorkshire. 


Catalogues and Lists — AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC 
FURNACES, LTD. 281-283, Gray's Inn Road, W.C.1.—Pamphlet 
No. 18, The Magnetic Solerometer, describing experiments in 
steel-bardening, and a reprint from the Colliery Guardian dealing 
with Wild-Barfield electric furnaces. 

STERLING TELEPHONE AND ELECTRIC Co. LTD, Telephone 

House, 210-212, Tottenham. Court Road, №. 1.— Publications Nos. 
270 to 276 inclusive. These pamphlets deal with (taking them in 
numerical order):—Electric shaft signals, mining telephones, 
Ferro-Oase telephones, bells, and buzzers, indicators (bell, &c.), 
and accumulators. Fully priced and illustrated. 
- THE EMPIRE ROLLER BEARINGS Co., LTD., 18, Victoria Street, 
S. W. 1.— Preliminary catalogue" (14 рр) of roller bearings for 
use in various situations, including shaft b-arings and axle boxes. 
Illustrated. 

THE Hoover SUCTION SwEEPER Co, LTD. Walmar House, 
288-292, Regent Street, W.1.--" Cleanliness" (27 pp.), a well 
illustrated and neatly produced booklet recording the evolution of 
the vacuum sweeper and cleaner, The Hoover suction sweeper 
is illustrated in detail, and photographed in action. Also a 
fac-simile of the certificate of the Institute of Hygiene awarded to 
the company. 

Mr. Н. W. SULLIVAN, 368 and 369, Winchester House, E.C. 2.— 
List "W" 1,920, 24 pp, " Standard Condensers and Wireless 
Apparatus.“ An ‘illustrated and priced catalogue of condensers, 
small transformers, rheostats, valves, &c., for." wireless work. 


Trade Announcements.—As briefly announced here last 
week, an amalgamation of interests has been effected between the 
Electrical Apparatus Co., Ltd., and Messrs. Bray. Markham and 
Reiss, Ltd. Both are specialists in the manufacture of motor- 
control gear—the former having a complete line of gear for 
industrial purposes and the latter having specialised more 
particularly on Admiralty-type apparatus during the war. The 
joint enterprise will be run under the wgis of the E.A.C., but the 
technical management of the B.M.R. Works will continue as in the 
past, under the expert guidance of Mr. E. N. Bray. It is hoped 
that the increased resources of the combination will result in 
greater efficiency all round. 

Messrs. FULLER'S UNITED ELectTaic Works, LTD, hive 
transferred their sales department from Chadwelt Heath to 
‘Iddesleigh House, Caxton Street Westminster, in order to cope 
with increased business. Telephone num ber: Victoria 6463-4 " ; 
‘telegrams : '' Blocbat Vic., London." The company will shortly open 
a showroom onthe new premises for the exhibition of their 
products. 

Тнк L. P.. ELESTRICAL Co. have removed their offices and 
stores to L. P. S. Works, Avenue Road, Acton, W. 3. Telephone: 
t Chiswick 1920 " (two lines); telegrams: “Enyineyor Act, 
London.“ 

Ma. Stanley Carr bas opened offices at 2 and 3, Red Lion Court, 
Fleet Street. Е.С. 4, as the TELEPHONE MAINTENANCE Co. He 
has been associated with the telephone trade for 25 years, and will 
carry out all descriptions of telephone work. 

TRE ELECTRICAL ENGINEEBING AND DEVELOPMENT, LTD, 
has commenced business at 82, Victoria Street, S.W. It has been 
formed, with Mr. E. Schattner as managing director, for the 
‘purpose of developing and placing electrical inventions on the 
market, for sale of patents, acquisition of foreign electrical patents, 
and the development of export trade by arranging agency agree- 
mente. It is stated that an electrical testing department for 
inventions is being equipped, and engineers have been appointed as 
representatives in the principal industrial countries. 


. Strikes.— During the past week there has been a strike 
of nearly 1,500 employés of the Pirelli-General Cable Works, Ltd., 

at Southampton. The Times reports that the grievance was that 
the employés were not receiving the standard rates of wages as 
‘paid by other cable-making firms. The version given by the 
Daily Herald is as follows:—The Unions involved are the 
National Federation of Women Workers and the Electrical Trades 
Union. А fortnight ago representatives of the E.T.U. and the 
Federation met the employers on a question of wages. The 
meeting was adjourned until Tuesday of last week. On that day 
the employers, however, refused to negotiate with the E.T.U. on 
-the ground that it did not represent the men. The reply of the 
E. T. U. and the Federation was to dispatch telegrams to the shop 
stewards, and within five minutes the whole works had stopped. 
The Daily Herald stated that instructions were understood to 
' have been sent out to members of the E.T.U. all over the country 
- not to use the wires or cables produced by Messrs. Pirelli. 

А Sheffield paper reports that 100 employés of the D.B. Battery 

Co., Ltd., came out on strike on Tuesday morning. 


Copper and Lead Prices—Messrs. F. SMITH & Co. 
report: — February 17th: Copper (electrolytic) bars, £130, £2 de- 
crease ; ditto sheets, no change: ditto wire rods, £145, £2 decrease; : 
, ditto H.C. wire, Is. bid. id. decrease; silicium bronae wire, 
18, 11$d., id. decrease. eS , 


MESSRS. J AMES & SHAKESPEARE report :—February 17th : Cop pper 
bars (best selected), sheets and rod, 4 173. £2 increase; Eng 
pig lead, £54 10s., £4 increase. 


Trade with. Greece..—CREDIT — FACILITIES. — Some 
facility with regard to the opening of credits abroad for payment 
of goods to be imported into Greece has been afforded by the 
following Government regulation :— › | 


Merchants able to produce a certificate from the Financial. Inspeotor of 
their district proving ра, they have been recognised as engaged in business 
for the period of two years up to date, аге no longer called upon to deposit 
guarantee in cash. In lieu, thereof, the Government accept the merchant's 
personal guarantee for 40 per cent. of the value of the credit opened. 


Commercial circles in Greece have weloomed this innovation, 
and hope that still greater facilities will shortly be granted te 
importers from foreign countries. 


Lead.—In their report for February 14th, Musas, 
JAMES FORSTER & Co. state :— 

As far as supplies are concerned, the future is full of gravity. "There is no 
indication from Australia of the opening of the Broken Hill Mines which have 
now been shut down for nine months. From Spain we can expect very short 
supplies. The Penarroya Co., producing three-fourths or more of the total 
output of that country, has disposed of the whole of its production for this year 
on the Continent, and for months past this well-known brand has been 
practically absorbed in France. From Mexico or America we cannot hope to 
muke up the shortage or anywhere approaching it. General consumers are 
not active, but still consumption increases, and must increase. The electrical 
cables and accumulator trades are very busy, aud the outlook is towards an 
enormous expansion, Export trade is getting much too big to be encouraged 
in view of supplies. | 


Messrs, G. Cawson & Co. report :— 


As we have so frequently pointed out, there are ample supplies of lead 
‘available—so long, however, as ‘speculators continue to buy forward lead at 
extreme figures, the price of prompt metal seems of little importance to them, 
Some figures have recently been published, calculating that there may be a short 
supply of lead later in the year. All figures at present are most misleading. 
Apart from the Government stocks, there is a large qaantity in store held 
privately and farther quantities will probably be stored to help to sustain the 
market. Arrivals this week have been fairly heavy. but exports are trifling. 
A great point is made of the falling off in Australia, the fact being that 
‘Australia is still producing 80,000 to 100,000 tons of lead per annum, so that 
with available stocks we are sure of getting regular shipments. America 
remains more or less out of the market, except for bonded Mexican lead. The 
outlook is no clearer; we still maintain that present prices are far too high, 
and not justified by the position. There is no disguising the fact that so long 
ns speculators continue to buy and force up prices, consumers must follow and 
pay up when necessary to cover their requirements. 


Liverpool Electrical Dispnte.—Our Liverpool corres- 
pondent says that Mr. L. G. Tate, the general seoretary of the 
National Federated Electrical Association, has issued a circular 
appealing to members to make a levy of 5s. per cent. of the total 
wages paid during the last financial year, stating the reason as 
follows :—In the Liverpool area the Electrical Trades Union have 
asked for wide concessions, such as 4s. 6d. per day country allow- 
ance, overtime at the rate of time and a half for the first four 
hours, and then double time, dirt money, danger money, payment 
for meal times when working night shifts, &c. The circular goes 
on to state that if these payments are given in Liverpool they will 
be enforoed in other parts of the country. The result has been a 
complete withdrawal of labour, and Liverpool members were 
asking what the N.F.E.A. were willing to do if they remained 
loyal to the Association. There is thus every prospect of a pro- 
tracted dispute for which a settlement must sooner or later be 
found. Whether the representatives of the N.F.E.A. on the 
District Joint Industrial Council were empowered to agree to the 
new terms or not, it is evident that there have been misunder- 
standings, and it would appear to the writer a much more wise 
and saner course to pursue conciliatory methods, instead of hoping 
for a lasting settlement by the assertion of either side's ability to 
hold on. 


Book Notices.—The Journal of the Röntgen Society, 


Vol. XVI, No. 62, January, 1920 (40 + xviii, pp.), 5s. net. London: 


Percy Lund, Humphries & Co., Ltd. The “ Electrical Notes" 
review the most recent developments in radiology and kindred 
research work. Included in the Journal are interesting articles by 
Prof. W. Н. Bragg, Dr. A. C. Jordan and other well-known 
scientists. 

" Education and Training for the Electrical and Allied Engi- 
neering Industries." A report of the Education Committee of the 


British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers Association. London: 
E. Arvold. Price 3s. 6d. net. 
" Bulletin ofthe National Electric Light Association.” Vol. VII, 


No. 1. January, 1920. 92 pp. New York: $3 per annum.— The 
first number of the new volume has been considerably enlarged 


‘and reconstructed. Among many other interesting features are 


remarkable photographs of electric lighting in New York and 
elsewhere. 

A leaflet issued by Mr. R. Bowden, clo Messrs. Elt & Co., 14, 
Bedford Row, W.C. 1, gives a brief summary of some important 
alterations in the law affecting British patents and designs. 

" Wireless Telegraphy " (second edition). By W. Н. Marchant, 
pp. ix + 294; 201 figs. London: Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd. 
Price 78. 6d. net. 


A. O. E. C. Meeting.—The annual general meeting of the 
Association of Officers and Staff Members of Electricity (Power 
and Supply) Companies of Great Britain, was held on Tuesday last, 
when the report of the Executive Committee was submitted. The 
report stated that Sir A. B. W. Kennedy had accepted the preai- 
dency, and pointed out that the new Clause 17 of the Electricity 
(Supply) Act, for the protection of employés, was practically 
identical with the proposals put forward on behalf of the Associa- 
tion. The accounts showed a credit balance of £183, Е 
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The Ediswan Staff Association.— This Association is 
carrying out an attractive pro of social events during 
the winter season at the Ponders End Works. One of these 
gatherings was held on the evening of Saturday, February 7th. 
About 100 members sat down to dinner in the staff café, Dr. 
C. E. Hiatt presiding. Subsequently a largely-attended con- 
cert was provided, Mr. F. H. Holyday officiating as musical 
director. The recently organised Pierrot Troupe, recruited 
from the ranks of the etaff, made their initial bow to the 
public, and gave an extremely creditable performance of 
choruses, duets, solos and humorous interludes, the members 
of the troupe being: Mrs. Laughton, Miss Horne, Miss M. 
Warren, Miss N. Bourne, Miss Young, Miss M. Young, Miss 
E. Outten, Miss Walker, Messrs. Н. G. Holyday, G. Tuffill, 
T. O. Black and E. C. Pembery. Other contributions to the 
poe ante were furnished by Little Jack and Mr. J. 

oore 


Social Club at Enfield.—In connection with the Enfield 
Ediswan Cable Works Social Club, a successful inauguration 
social and dance was held on Saturday, February 7th, in the 
George Spicer schools, Enfield. The company was represented 
by the president, the Rt. Hon. Viscount Grimston, director, 
and the following vice-presidents: Mr. F. Plutte, managing 
director, Mr. A. V. Downton, technical director, and Mr. G. 
Heffernon, works manager. Various departmental managers, 
members of the staff, and 300 employés were present. Vis- 
count Grimston, who presided, was given a very hearty recep- 
tion. He said he regarded the club as a very happy step in the 
right direction for the promotion of good feeling and social 
development, and he expressed the opinion that the club could 
do much good; he wished it success. In referring to present 
day unrest, he said that we were in danger of becoming 
somewhat hidebound in our attitude towards present day 
problems, and tending to level down, and lose our sense of 
proportion, and wider vision. At the close of the first half 
of the musical programme Mr. Downton proposed a vote of 
thanks to Viscount Grimston and Mr. Plutte, and read letters 
of good wishes from Sir Ralph Ashton and Mr. J. Aspin, 
two other directors. Viscount Grimston responded. Dancing 
formed the second part of the programme. The evening was 
a very enjoyable one, thanks to the artists, the entertainment 
committee, and some members of the staff. Mr. Ernest Hup- 
feld is the club's enthusiastic secretary. A series of socials, 
whist drives, dances, &c., is contemplated. 


All through a Calendar.— We hope we succeed in hiding 
the blushes as we publish the following communication re- 
ceived from the City Electrical Co., of 1, Emerald Street, 
W.C. In the ordinary course we only publish the correspon- 
dence which damns us for our faults, but in this instance we 
recognise that we are doing the reader, the firm interested, 
the trade as a whole, and incidentally our humble selves some 
slight service by giving expression in print to what so many 
have it in their hearts to say :— 

We tha:.k you for your very courteous acknowledgment 
of our calendar in the columns of the Review. How widely 
read and valued are your commendations is evidenced by the 
extraordinary number of applications we have received for 
copies. We should esteein it a great favour if you could find 
space to intimate to your readers that a second issue is being 
prepared, and all applications will be filed as speedily as 
may be. The result has convinced us of the value of the 
REVIEW as an advertising medium, and we have handed your 
advertising department a 652 insertion contract, the first of 
which we hope will appear in the current issue. We have 
purchased the Vulcan Works, Hoxton, which enables us to 
make the expansion that the great increase in our business 

made necessary. Our stocks of new Motors, Dynamos, 
and Switchgear can now be considerably increased for the 
service of ELECTRICAL REVIEW readers.“ 


Wages for London Kinema Operators.— The London 
and Home Counties branch of the Cinematograph Exhibitors' 
Association of Great Britain and Ireland and the E.T.U. have 
approved the following rates and conditions for their members 
employed in the Metropolitan area, i.e., within a 15 miles 
radius of Charing Cross. There are two main classes, chief 
operators and second operators. The first class is to be paid 
the district rate of a journeyman electrician (at present 
ls. 94d. per hour) as a minimum, and chief operators in charge 
of producing plant the rate of & charge hand electrician (now 
ls. 114d. per hour). A chief operator is defined as one with 
four years’ experience in the work. Second operators are to 
receive a miniumin of ls. 3d. per hour—the necessary period 
for qualification being two years. Where the weekly takings 
of & theatre exceed £120, & chief operator must be employed, 
but otherwise a second operator may be engaged and paid 
Jd. per hour extra. Apprentices or probationers must be paid 
£l per week for the first six months, rising to £2 for 
the fourth six months, after which period they become 
eligible for classification as second operators. Men and 
women are to be paid equal rates. The maximum work- 
ing day wil consist of 8 hours (Sundays 5 hours). Holidays 
are to be granted as follows: One week after six months’ 
service, and two weeks after one year. These rates are to 
take effect as from December Ist, 1919. 


Mazda Staff Concert.—A Mazda Bohemian concert was 
held on February 6th at the Falstaff Hotel, Eastcheap, E.C. 
An excellent programme of music was rendered, most of the 


artista being members of the Mazda House Staff. The func- 
tion, the first of its kind since the outbreak of war, was а 
reunion, the energetic organisers, captained by Mr. W. E. 
Bush, having brought together many former members of 
the staff. The chair was occupied by Mr. E. Coote, who, at 
the unanimous request of the audience, caused a message 
of sympathy to be sent to Mrs. Willcox, accompanied by 
earnest wishes for the speedy recovery of Mr. F. W. Willcox, 
the general manager of Mazda House, who, we regret to learn, 
has been seriously ill for some weeks. 


Whitley Councils for Electricity Supply.—4A meeting of 
the No. 6 District Joint Industrial Council was held in Bristol on 
Monday, February 16th. Mr. Н. Faraday Proctor, chairman, 
reported the completed list of the employers’ representatives as 
follows :—Мг. H. Faraday Proctor, Alderman G. Pearson and 
Councillor A. E. Thomas, Bristol, Alderman Sir Н. Т. Hatt, Bath ; 
Mr. W. J. Bache, Cheltenham ; Mr. F. H. Corson, Gloucester; Mr. 
@. Charlton, Weston-super-Mare; Mr. A. В. Randall, Salisbury ; 
Alderman G. Н. Stevens, Swindon ; Mr. Н. Leather, Minehead ; 
Councillor J. E. Kingsbury, Taunton ; Mr. J. Eliot Mills, Keynsham. 
A return of the undertakings in the area which are paying the 5s. 
award was reported, also a return of the undertakings which have 
adopted the 47 and 48 hours’ week. A levy to meet the expenses 
of the District Council was decided upon, an equal amount being 
required from the undertakings and from the Trade Unions. 


Dissointions and Liquidations.—REx ACCUMULATOR 
Co., Lrp.—Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. М. Leggett, 
Dashwood House, 9, New Broad Street, E.C. Meeting of creditors 
was called for Wednesday, February 18th. 

HEyYEs & Co., electrical engineers, Douglas Side, Wigan.—Mr. 
W. A. Heyes and Mr. L. О. Heyes have dissolved partnership. 
Mr. W. A. Heyes will attend to debts and continue the business. 


German Copper Prices.—A wireless message says that 
the German Raw Copper Association has increased its sale price 
by 372 marks to 8,877 marks the 2 owt.— Times. ! 


New Norwegian Electrical Сотрапу. — The Aktieselskab 
Nordiske Kabel og Traadfabriken has decided to raise its capital 
from 5,000,000 to 10,000,000 kroner. 


Catalogues Wanted.—Mr. Edward Birin, Latvian 
Consul in London, asks for catalogues of electrical machinery and 
lighting sacoeasories to be sent to him at 4, Draper's Gardens, 
Throgmorton Avenne, Е.С. 2. 


The German Glow Lamp Trust.— The combination of 
wire lamp makers in Germany, to which reference was recently 
made in this journal, has now been constituted by the formation of 
a partnership company under the title of the Osram Werke G. m. b. H., 
Kommandit Gesellschaft, Berlin. The company, which has an 
ordinary share capital of 1,000,000 marks and a partnership capital 
of 29,000,000 marks, incorporates the glow lamp works of the 
German Incandescent Gas Light (Auer) Co., the A.E.G., and the 
Siemens & Halske Co., and negotiations are proceeding with a view 
to the inclusion of other glow lamp makers in the country. Mort- 
gage bonds for 30,000,000 marks, and of the 41 per cent. type, 
redeemable at 102 per cent., have been issued, and will shortly be 
offered by & banking syndicate for subsoription. The parent com- 


‘panies are all represented on the board of directors, to which a 


delegate of the National Bank also belongs. 


British Trade with Turkey.— We welcome, after between 
five and six years' suspension, the Journal of the British Chamber 
of Commerce of Turkey and the Balkan States. It makes its 
re-appearance, the first number since August, 1914, as a monthly 
Trade journal issued from Constantinople, under date January, 1920. 
We tender to the organisation our good wishes for uninterrupted 
and useful service in the interests of Britieh trade. The opening 
notes, headed In Memoriam, include a list of the Englishmen in 
the British community in Constantinople who served in the 
war and made the great sacrifice. A general survey of the trade 
situation follows. It goes without saying that the economic and 
financial situation in Turkey is critical. There is great congestion 
of goods at Constantinople, some intended for Turkey, and more for 
South Russia. There is a full list of members of the Chamber, and 
a good deal of general business information. 


Auction Sale.—By direction of the Disposal Board, 
Ministry of Munitions, Messrs. HARRIS & GILLOW will sell by 
auction at Shoreham Camp, Sussex, on March 3rd and 4th, the 
camp buildings, building material, xo., and a quantity of electrical 
appliances, Xc., including switches, meters, pendants, switchboards, 
&c 


Тнк AssETS AUCTIONS Co. will sell by auction, on February 25th, 
at Newington Causeway, severa! tons of brass rod and large quanti- 
ties of brass terminals, copper plates, lampholders, &o. For full 
particulars see our advertisement pages to-day. 


French Profit-Sharing Proposal.— The Economic Review 
quotes Petit Marseillais, stating that according to the Bill sub- 
mitted to the French Chamber seeking to make compulsory the 
participation of employés and salaried persons in their employer's 
profits, the employer should dispose of at least 15 per cent. of his 
net profits in this manner: 10 per oent. should be divided among 
the employés in proportion to their average salary for the year ; 
theremaining 5 per cent. should be placed to & regional union fund 
with the object of distributing the profits equally among employés 
and workers of the same vocation once a year. i : 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—NeEw Sus-StatTions.—Two new sub-stations 
are to be erected in King Street and Jamieson Quay. The Town 
соо cone for increased borrowing powers to the extent 
о 45 


Alloa.— Price INCREASE.— The Town Council is 
increasing the present charges for electricity in the burgh by 
20 per cent. 

Ammanford.—ELkorRicrTY | SuPPLY.— The proprietor 
of the supply system has offered to sell the undertaking to the 
Council for £15,000. Failing purchase, he intends to apply for 
power to increase charges by 100 per cent. 


Bewdley.— PRICE INcREASE.— The Electric Light Co. 
has informed the Town Council that the price for electricity is to 
be increased to 7d. per unit as from last September. 


Birstall, — BREAKDOWN. — Considerable inconvenience 
and loss to business people were caused by & breakdown at the 
transformer house at the works of Messrs. Henry Longbottom and 
Oo., through which the locality is supplied. The supply to Birstall 
was not resumed until the following day. 


Blackburn.— NRW Sration.—It is stated that the 
demands for supply from the new generating station now being 
erected at Whitebirk will oompletely absorb the output, and the 
question of additional plant is already under consideration. 

LOoAN.—The Town Council is applying for sanction to borrow 
£130,000 to be expended chiefly in extension of the area of 
distribution. 

Bootle.—LOAN.— The Bootle Corporation is applying to 
the Ministry of Health for the loan of nearly £8,000 for the 
ereotion of new offices, workshops, and stores, at the Marsh Lane 
electricity works. 


Chepstow.—T1DAL PowER.—The construction of dams 
to enable the rise and fall of the tide to be utilised for the generation 
of electricity, is being considered. The rise of the tide at 
Chepstow is stated to be the second largest in the world—40 ft. 


Chorley Wood.— TIME ExTENSION.—The Urban District 
Council has protested against the continued extension of time for 
laying distributing mains under the Rickmansworth and Chorley 
Wood Electric Lighting Order. A further six months has been 
granted from January 31st last. 


Crieff.—Town LIdHTrINd.—An expert has been called 
in by the Council to report upon the сові and practicability of the 
installation of a lighting scheme, &c 


Dewsbury.—Loan.—The Town Council proposes to 
apply for a loan of £22,120— 548,500 for the purchase of the 
plant in connection with а bulk supply from the 
Yorkshire Electric Power Co., and £13 620 for mains and distri- 
bution extensions. 


Dundalk.—lNQuiRY INTO PRICES.— The Council has 


received sanction to increase the maximum charge for lighting to 
10d. per unit. The increase, however, is not yet being imposed, as 
it is stated that electricity for power is being sold at a loss, and 
consequently it would be inequitable to recoup the loss by an extra 
charge for lighting. A Committee has accordingly been appointed 
to investigate and report upon the subject. 


Grantham.— PRICE INcREASES.—The Town Council has 
been notified by the Urban Electric Supply Oo., Ltd., that charges 
for electricity will be advanced as follows, commencing from the 
December meter readings :—Power, first 100 units per quarter, 7d. 
per unit; next 3,000, 34d.; and beyond, 24d. Heating, first 100 
unita, 34d. ; and beyond, 24d. per unit. The company is seeking to 
raise the maximum to 1s. 2d. per unit, and the Council is opposing. 


Grimsby.—Loan.—The Town Council has decided to 
make application for an amount of £10,000 in addition to the loan 
of £100,000 already sanctioned. Consumers are to be charged $8. 
per annum meter rent, payable in advance. 


Kilkenny, — Ілентіха — SCHEME.— Applications from 
consulting engineers are being invited in oonnection with the 
formulation of a lighting scheme for the town. 


Kirkcaldy. — SUPPLY UNDERTAKING.— Although the 
demands for electricity exceed the output of the generating station, 
the Electricity Commissioners will not sanction extensions, and the 
Town Council is, therefore, contemplating taking a bulk supply 
from the Fife Electric Power Co., as an auxiliary to the town 
supply. The Commissioners, however, apparently desire the 
Council to dispose of its generating station, and receive a supply 
from the Fife Electric Power Co. only. 


Littlehampton.—Town Licutine.—The Urban District 
Council has given consent to Mr. Prior, of Burgess Hill, to carry 
out an electric lighting scheme for the town by means of an over- 
head system. 

Llverpooi.—ComMMITTEES.—The City Council has been 
considering a proposal to appoint separate committees to deal with 
matters concerning the electricity and tramway departments. At 
present the two undertakings are combined. An alternative 
suggestion is that the existing Committee should hold separate 
meetings for each department. 


London.— H лскхет. — Тһе report of the Electricity and 
Finance Committee of the Borough Council for the year ended 
March 31st, 1919, gives the total income and expenditure as 
£115,883 and £67, 805 respectively, leaving а groes balance of 
£48, 078. The deduction of loan charges, insurance, and other 
expenses resulted in a net profit of £8,618. The figure for the 
previous period was £10,763. 


Manchester. —SEw AGE Wonks.— The Rivers Committee 
recommends the substitution of electric power for the present 
steam plant at the Withington Sewage Works. The cost of the 
installation will be £3,500, and the annual working expenses £1 600, 
as against the present ‘annual coat of 4 2,640. | 


Middlesbrough.—ExTENsions.—In accordance with the 
electrical engineer's recommendations, the Town Council has 
decided to apply for a loan of £69,000. This includes over £20,000 
for extension of mains and distributors, £406 for boosters, ‘and 
£6,000 for a rotary converter, 


Plymouth, — Extensions. — The Town Couneil is 
applying for sanction to a loan of £54,000 for cable extensions. 


Ramsgate.—PRoPosEkp Prick IwcREASE.— The local 
Electric Light Oo. has submitted for the Council’s consideration 
the draft of a Bill authorising the increase of the t maximum 
price (8d. per unit) to ls. 2d. The Town Oouncil will oppose this 
in conjunction with other public bodies. 


Rathmines (Co. Dublin).—Loan.—An inquiry is being 
made into the circumstances attending the Council's application for 
power to borrow £10,000. This amount is required for the 
extension of the electricity undertaking, and to cover work already 
completed. 


Stafford.— ExTxNs1ons.—The Town Council is applying 
for sanction to borrow £2,000 for mains extensions, &o. Electricity 
for shop lighting is to be supplied at the charge of 6d. per unit, 
subject to a minimum of three lights per shop anda payment. of 
15s. for the installation of a time - switch. 


Stretford.— PLANT PURCHASE.—The Urban District 
Council has recently purchased the undertaking of the Trafford 
Power and Light Supply (1902), Ltd. 


Sunderland.—PROPOSED ExTENRIONS.— Proposals for the 
extension of the electricity works, at a total cost of over £127,000, 
were submitted to the Corporation last week. Among the items 
put forward are two new boilers, ooal-handling machinery, a 
cooling tower, switchgear, a rotary converter, and the erection of 
an additional sub-station. The engineer states that the additions 
will effect a considerable saving. The Electricity Committee asked 
for time to consider the scheme, and a special meeting is to be 
called to deal with the matter. 


Swansea.—FINANCE.—The deputy borough treasurer on 
February 12th sought the approval of the Finance Committee for the 
utilisation of two sums of £8,000 and £3,000 out of the sinking 
fund of the electricity undertaking for capital purposes. He said 
there was a great advantage in applying moneys. in this way, 
inasmuch as if they borrowed money they would have to pay 
considerably more than by this method. The Committee agreed 
to this proposal. 

Tredegar.— PROPOSED ELkorBRICITY Works.—A Parlia- 
mentary Bill is being promoted by the Urban District Council, 
which will enable it, inter alia, to erect a power station and com- 
mence a supply within two years. The maximum price is fixed at 
8d. per unit, subject to an agreed minimum of 13s. 4d. per quarter. 


Walkden. — Sus-Stations.— The Lancashire Electric 
Power Oo. has erected a sub-station in Brackley Street in order to 
cope with increasing demands. Messrs. E. Lane & Sons, cotton 
manufacturers, have built a private gub-station. 

Whitby.—LoAN.—The U.D.C. has applied for a loan of 
£9,000 for electricity purposes, in addition to £21,000 previously 
sought. 

Whitehaven. — ExTERNsIONS.— The Town Council is 


applying for a further loan of £4,800, principally for the purpose 
of mains extensions. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Ayr.— ExrRENSTONS.— The Town Council has decided to 
double the track to Prestwick at an estimated oost of £14,400. 
330,000 is to be spent on track rénewals in the centre of the town. 


Bradford. SLIP PER CoNTRACT.—Àn invention of the 
tramway manager, Mr. R. H. Wilkinson, a double-jointed slipper 
contact, has recently been introduced on the Bradford cars. 


Burnley.—REPoRT ON AccIDENT.— On December 3rd 
last, one of the Corporation's cars was ascending the Briercliffe New 
Road hill, and at a point about 180 yards from the foot of the hill it 
commenced to run back, eventually overturning on & curve. Five 
persons were injured, but neither driver nor conductor was hurt. 
In his report upon this accident, Major G. L. Hall, R.E., states 
that, upon examination of the damaged car, he found that the 


ee OMEN 


240 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [vol вв. No. 2.204. ушу 20. 1920. 


ee eee eee 


positive lead of one of the motors had been broken off, which must 
have resuited in a loss of power, rendering the driver's attempt to 
apply power by means of the series notches’ ineffectual. Major 
Hall blamed both driver and conductor for the accident. The 
former did not use his hand-brake properly, or the car could have 
been held back; and the latter did not have the track-brake near 
the rails. in accordance with instructions, as in his evidence he 
каа that he had to give the wheel " about 15 three-quarter 
rns. 


Chatham.— Y£AR’s Workina.—The accounts of the 
Chatham and District Light Railway Co. for the year ended 
December 81st, 1919, show a gross balance of £26.225, the total 
revenue and expenditure being 278.840 and £52,615 respectively. 
After the deduction of rents, interest, &c., the result was a net 
balance of £14,259. 


Dnblin.—EwProvEs' WAGES.— The employés of the 
Dublin Tramways Co. have accepted the company’s offer to increase 
the wages of men by бв. a week and boys by 2s. 6d. a week, 
retrospective as from January Ist last. 


Jamalca.—TRAMwAy STRIKE. — The Conciliation Board 
formed to deal with the tramway dispute has settled the matter by 
granting substantial increases to both motormen and conductors. 


Lancashire.— RAILWAY ELEecTRIFICATION.— Referring 
to the proposed electrical extensions on the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Railway Co.'s line at the annual meeting of the share- 
. holders, the chairman said the directors were satisfied with the 
results of the electrification of the line, and they now favoured an 
extension of the electrification between Manchester and Oldham. 
and on to Shaw and Royton. The proposed extension formed part 
of a complete scheme which was prepared some time ago. Ав to 
the suggestion that the line should be electrified as far as Rochdale, 
that would be considered when they had carried out the scheme as 
far as Royton, but nothing definite could be done at present. 


Leyton.— OPPosrTroN TO BILLS.—A meeting to decide 
the question of opposing the Tramway Billa of the London and 
Middlesex County Councils is being held on February 24th. 


London.—Owing to the failure of a signal, delay was 
caused on the Piccadilly and Brompton tube on Wednesday last 
week. On the same day tramcars were held up in the Old Kent 
Road through a plough jamming. 

Surplus stock at the tramcar depóts was disposed of by the 
London County Council for £11,810. e 

PARLIAMENTARY BiLLs.— The Bills relating to tramway 
extensions deposited at the House of Commons by the London 
County Council and the Middlesex County Council have been referred 
to the Standing Orders Committee for its decision regarding non- 
compliance with the Standing Order. which stipulates that the 
consent of local authorities affected by such Bills must be first 
obtained. | 

WORKMEN'S FARES. —Referring to the proposed abolition of 
workmen's fares, Lord Ashfield recently stated that these were 
merely an old tradition—a form of charity—and wages should 
yi be such as to permit the payment of full fares by the working 
classes. ` ` 

HACKNEY.—The London County Council Finance Committee 
recommends that sanction be given to the Borough Council for the 
borrowing of £7,300 for the provision of electrically-propelled 
refuse vehicles and incidental expenses. 


Plymouth. — EXTENSIONS. — Among recent proposals 
adopted by the Town Council were items of 428,000 for the pro- 
vision of new cars, £30,000 for the establishment of a motor- 
omnibus service, and £5,000 for plant extensions. 


Ропќургійй, — ExPLovEs' WAdES.— The Council received 
a letter last week from the Tramwaymen's Union, asking that the 
wages of the employés should be brought up to at least the figure 
now being paid to labourers and scavengers. The engineer and 
manager (Mr. J. E. Teasdel) supported the suggested increase, but 
in view of the fact that the tramwaymen were represented on the 
Tramways Joint District Council, (recommended that any action 
taken should be a concerted one. 
present amounted to £26,285 per annum, and the increase suggested 
would mean a further expenditure of £1,300. This, he thought, 
would involve a revision of thefares. The manager's recommend- 
ation as to concerted action was agreed to. 


Prestwich.—OPPOSITION TO BILL. — On the ground that 
the Salford Corporation is not offering to contribute sufficient 
towards the maintenance of the roads it will use, the Prestwich 
and Whitefield District Councils. together with other authorities, 
have decided to formally oppose the Salford Bill by which it is 
sought (iuter alia) to run motor- buses, and extend tramway 
routes in localities adjacent to the borough. The amount offered 
by the Salford Corporation is three-eighths of 14, per car-mile. 


Transport Workers’ Wages.— Following the application 
for a waye increase for commercial road vehicle workers, 
it is reported that the National Transport Workers’ Federation 
has applied for an increase for all tramway and omnibus 
workers, to bring the wages up to 44s. per week above pre-war 
rates. The case for the tramway workers will come before the 
Joint Industrial Council for the tramway industry on February 26th. 


Yorkshire,—^ToRM DAMAGE.— During recent storms the 

| overflowing of the river Aire tlooded several tramway routes in the 

Calder Valley, and caused a great deal of damage, Overhead wires 
were also torn down, 


He added that the wages at . 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australia,— The Marconi Co. announces that ordinary 
telegrams, routed '*rià Marconi and Pacific," may be acoepted on 
and from February 16th for Admiralty Island, Australia (including 
Flinders Island, King Island, and Woodlark Island), Bougainville 
Island, British New Guinea, Cook or Hervey Islands, Fanning 
Island, Fiji Islands, Marshall Islands, New Britain, New Hebrides, 
New Ireland. New Zealand, Norfolk Island, Ocean Island, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tahiti and Tulagi. The charges for messages so 
addressed are 2d. less per word than the cable rates specified in 
Column 2 of the relative pages of the Post Office Guide. These 
messages may be handed in at Marconi House, Strand, W.C. 2, and 
14, Fenchurch Street, EC.; or any post office in the United 
Kingdom. 


Bolivia.—Four of the six new lines which are to be added 
to the telegraph system are now under construction. A wireless 
station has been installed at Cobija, with offices in Brazil, whereby 
the north-eastern part of the country is placed in direct com- 
munication with the other parta of the Republic. 


Denmark.—The Conciliation Commissioner’s mediation 
proposals have been rejected by the Danish telephone workers who 
remain on atrike. It is stated that the proposals differed very 
slightly from the offers made by the companies. Economic Review, 

The strike came to an end during the week-end, the workers 
having failed to secure the big rise in wages which they demanded 
six weeks ago. 

The Danish Budget for the financial year 1920-21 contains a 
proposal to construct new telegraph routes, including lines from 
Copenhagen to Hellerup, Gilleleje, Kallundborg, and Skodaburg. 


High-Speed Wireless Transmission. When, probably 
in the not very distant future, it has become the normal practice 
to receive wireless messages much in the same way as ordinary 
line telegraph messages are nowadays received—that is, in the 
form of paper-strip inked in the Morse code or printed in Roman 
character, or when it has also become customary to transfer a 
wireless measage automatically and immediately to land-line 
instruments, and perform these operations at the same speeds as 
those now possible in line telegraphy—it will be interesting to 
have it on record that some of the pioneer work in these directions 
has been carried out by officers of the Royal Engineers and other 
workers attached to them. For some time experiments have 
been in progress at the Signals Experimental Establishment, 
at Woolwich Common, and it is now found to be quite prac- 
ticable to handle traffic by wireless telegraphy at speeds of 
100 words per minute, using the staudard Post Office type of 
Wheatstone transmitter with punched tape for transmission and 
the standard Wheatstone inker for reception. It is obvious that a 
message which can be made to operate an inker, can also be 
employed to actuate a printer receiver of the Creed or other well. 
known type, or to operate a line transmitter, and so translate the 
wireless message direct on to land lines. The first practical 
tests of this method were carried out between Woolwich and 
Bedford in July, 1919, when a speed of 62 words a minute waa 
reached. After other trials, with gradually improved instrumenta, 
a prolonged test was made between Woolwich and Weymouth, 
using quite moderate power. The apparatus was not tried at 
much over 100 words per minute, but perfect records were obtained 
at the following speeds :—2,017 words in 30 minutes; 901 words 
in 8 minutes; 379 words in 4 minutes. Those accustomed to 
handling wireless traffic will readily realise the value of being able 
thus to receive at speed on a standard inker, and will appreciate 
the value of this experimental work. It may be added that there 
would not appear to be very much difficulty from the electrical 
point of view in attaining very much higher speeds. The only 
limit is that set by the exigencies of mechanical design. 


Iceland.— At the end of 1918 the telegraph and tele- 
phone systems comprised 1,402 miles of pole line, 4,139 miles of 
wire, 140 atations, 1,877 telephone instruments, and 12 telegraph 
installations. In Reykjavik there were 752 telephone subscribers ; 
in Akureyri, 139; and in Vestmannaeyja, 79. 


New Telephone Exchange.—4A new public telephone 
exchange, called Broadway, was to be opened at Jupp Road, Strat- 
ford East, on Saturday. The exchange is a temporary one, designed 
to relieve the Stratford area, and will open with the transfer of 
225 subscribers’ lines from the exchange. Broadway will be the 
second new exchange opened since the new year for the relief of 
existing exchanges. the first being Latchmere, in the Battersea 
area. A third exchange, to be called Clerkenwell, is nearing com- 
pletion. 


Spain.—A Royal Decree was published on January 18th 
describing the measures to be adopted in Spain in respect of wire- 
less telegraph and telephone installations. According to the 
Bourd of Trade Journal, permanent installations are still to be 
controlled by the Decree of February 8th, 1917, and temporary 
inatallations are permitted for a limited period under certain reser- 
vations stated in the new Decree, which may be inspected at the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, Westminster, 
S.W. 1. 


United States.—According to the report about to be 
issued showing the result of the census of telephones covering the 
year 1917, there are 53.234 separate telephone systems and lines, 
which operated 28,827,185 miles of wire in the United States, and 
connected 11,716,520 telephones, and 21,175 public exchanges, The 
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messages aggregated 21,845,722,335. Figured on the estimated 
population of the country in 1917, this gives 211 messages per 
annum to every man, woman, and child. The industry in 1917 
gave employment to 262.629 persons, of whom over 65 per cent. 
were women. The sum paid out in salaries and wages amounted 
to 3176, 670,49. These employés operated plant and equipment 
valued at $1,492,329,015, which yielded operating and non- 
operating revenues of $391,499,531. The report discusses the 
development of the telephone industry, telephone equipment and 
traffic ; offers interesting comparisons between the Bell and other 
systems, and between the telephone system as a whole and the 
telegraph system ; and gives important financial statistics of the 
industry. The dominating part that the Bell system plays in the 
industry may be illustrated by the fact that of all the other 
systems reported, 96°1 per oent. reported annual incomes of less 
than $5,000. During the decade 1907-1917 wire mileage increased 
129 per oent., the number of telephones 102'8 per cent., the number 
of messages 90°5 per cent. for systems having incomes of $5,000 or 
more. While the revenue has more than doubled during the 


. decade, the expenses have increased at an even more rapid rate. 


Salaries and wages paid, advanced from 47'4 per cent. of the total 
expenses in 1912, to 54'2 per cent. in 1917. For systems reporting 
annual incomes of more than $5,000 in 1917,the average total 
revenue per telephone was $38.41. average net income per tele- 
phone $6.18, and average surplus per telephone $1.46. This 
report of the telephone industry is part of the Census of Elec- 
trical Industries which was taken in 1918, covering the opera- 
tions of the fiscal year 1917.— . X Т. Age. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW in which the " Official 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Aberdare.— Urban District Council. Electricity and 
Tramways Department. Stores for 12 months, including cables, 
meters, joint boxes, electric lamps, &c. (February 6th.) 


Australia, —MELBouRNE.—March 30th. City Council. 


12,000 metal filament incandescent lamps. (February 6th.) 
Apri] 12th. City Council. Two 2,000-Kw. rotary converters; 
Н.т. switchgear, 6, 600 v.; D.C. switchgear, 600 v. (January 30th.) 


Bedford. — February 21st. Electricity Department. 
E.R.T. cable and transformers, E.H.T. switchgear. (February 6th.) 


Belfast.—March 10th, Electricity Department. Stores, 
including meters, cables, electrical accessories, lamps, carbon 
brushes, &c. (See this issue.) i 


Beigium.— February 27th. Municipal authorities of 
Villers-le-Peuplier (Province of Liege) are inviting tenders for the 
concession for the supply of electrical energy for lighting ani 
power purposes in the district. 


Bedwas (Mon.),— March 4th. Bedwas Navigation 
Colliery Co., Ltd. Six months’ supply of stores, including elec- 
trical goods, &c. (February 6th.) Ф 


Belfast.— March 22nd. Electricity Department. 
handling plant. (See this issue.) 


Bristol.— February 28rd. Electricity Department. One 
2,000-K w., single-phase, 2, 200 - v. turbo- generator, complete with 
condenser and auxiliaries. (February 6th.) 


Broughton (nr. Chester) —February 26th. Hawarden 
Union, Installation of electric light at the institution. The 
Clerk, Union Offices, Broughton. nr. CHester. 


Chester-le-Street (Co. Durham).—March 3rd. Urban 
District Council, Underground mains and all equipment for lighting 
district by electricity. F. J. Gray, Clerk, Council Offices. 


Coal- 


Doncaster.—March 2nd. Electricity Department. Two 
3.000-Kw., three-phase turbo-generators, with condensing planta. 
(See this issue.) 


Dundee, — February 23rd. Town Council. Electric 


lighting work at City Hall Buildings. Mr. J. Thomson, City 
Architect, Muncipal Offices. 


Farnworth.— February 25th. Urban District Council. 
One 750-K w. rotary converter, transformer, switchgear and instru- 
menta, cables, &c. (February 13th.) | 


France,— March 5th. French State Railway authorities, 
43. Rue de Rome, Paris, Tenders for an electric lighting and 
power installation at the new railway works at Sotteville Quatre- 

es, near Rouen, 


Gilliug$ham.—Vebruary 28th, Electric Light arid Power 
Department. Two 700 to 800-B. H.P. combined Diesel engines and 
alternators. (See this issue.) - . 


Hammersmith. — March 3rd. Electricity Committee. 
Stores for 12 months, including electric light sundries, insulated 
wire, meters, jointing compound, &с. (February 13th.) 


Lincoln.—March 2nd. Electricity Department. One 
ашан battery, for St. Swithin’s Power Station. (February 
6th.) X 


London.— Great Central Railway. March 17th. Stores 
for 12 montbs, including electrical line construction, electrical 
apparatus, wires, cables, lamps, &c. Specifications from Mr. W. 
Williams. Stores Superintendent, G.C.R.. Gorton, Manchester. 

H.M. Office of Works. February 26th. 12 months' supply of 
fuseboards, switches, &c. Controller of Supplies, King Charles 
Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. | | 


Madagascar.— TAMATAVE.— March Ist. Paris, Minister 
des Colonies (Service Administratif Colonial) Construction of 
water and electric supply services in the City of Tamatave, 
including development of the Volobefalls, and supply of electrical 
machinery, &c. 


Manchester.— February 24th. Tramways Committee. 
Permanent-way pointe, tongues and centres; tramway-type amp.- 
hour meters and general stores, including motor parts, resistances, 
lampe, cable, &c. J. M. McElroy, General Manager, 55, Piccadilly. 


Merthyr Tydfil. — March 9th. Board of Guardians, 


Electrica] fittings for six months. The Workhouse Master. 


New Zealand.— DUNEDIN.— April 26th. The Imperial 
Trade Correspondent at Dunedin has forwarded a copy of the speci- 
fications and plans in connection with a call for tenders by the 


Dunedin City Council for (a) electric car bodies; (0) car trucks; 


and (c) car equipment. These documents may be consulted by 
British firms interested, at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1 
(Room 49), Copies of the specifications and plans can be obtained 
from the Town Clerk, Dunedin, on payment of a fee of £1 (return- 
able as usual). 


Salford.— February 23rd. Electricity Department. Two 
water-tube boilers, with stokers, mechanical-draught plant, &c. 
(February 13th.) 


Uruguay.— February 27th. General Administration of 
the Electric Power Station of the State. 97,500 electric metal- 
filament lamps. A copy of the conditions can be seen at the 
Department of Overseas Trade in London. | 

The Post Office authorities have decided that public tenders shall 
be called for the construction of a new national system of tele- 
phones for the city and department of Montevideo.— Ile iet of the 
River Plate. 


CLOSED. 
Bradford.— Tramways Committee :— 


Power cables for new cars, at 460 per car.— English Eleetrie Co., Ltd. 


Electricity Committee :— 


Induced-draught fan and accessories.— Musgrave & Co., Ltd. 

Ten motors. Electroniotors, Ltd. 

Steelwork at Valles Road Works.—Redpath, Brown & Co., Ltd. 

Battery booster.— Mather & Platt, Ltd. 

Two н.т. 300- ampere oil switches.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
One electric industrial truck, with side-tipping body.—Electromubile 


(Leeds), Ltd. 


Boiler mountings for three new boilers.—J. Hopkinson & Co., Ltd. 
Two self-contained impelled draught stokers.—Underfeed Stoker Co., Ltd. 


Grimsby.—Town Council. Accepted :— 


Coal-handling plant at the electricity works, £3,688.—Herbert Morris, Ltd 


Lowestoft,—Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 


Induced-dranght fan, £857.— Davidson & Co. 
Air and exhaust pumps, &c., £1,726; pipework, &c., £500; feed-water 
purifier, £600.— Belliss & Morcom, Ltd, 


Sheffield.—^At its last meeting the City Council had 


before it & statement showing that the Electric Supply Committee 
had considered the report of the General Manager giving particu- 
lars of tenders which were referred back to the Committee at the 
January Council meeting on the protest raised by Councillor Graves 
at the absence of any details. The Committee report, says the 
Nheflield Daily Telegraph, that "in view of the fact that the 
Finance Consultative Committee, acting on an instruction of the 
Council, have under consideration. at the present time, a question 
as to what matter shall be printed on minutes for submission to 
the Council. the Committee did not deem it advisable to give full 
details of the tenders referred to. They wish to inform the 
Council, however, that the total amount involved in the acceptance 
-of such tenders is C 104,351 48. 3d.. and they reaffirm their previous 
decision to accept the tenders, and recommend that the Corporate 
Common Seal be affixed to the necessary contracta." 


Sunderland.— Electricity Committee. 
Ressoils, Ltd.- Transformer oil. 
Ferguson, Pailin, Ltd. -H. . switchgear, 
Ferranti, Ltd.—Ampere ineters, 


Accepted: 
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London.—STEPNEY.—ELkorRICITY SUPPLY COMMITTEE. 
—The Council, on December 10th, 1919, decided to advertise for 
tenders for the supply of a 5,000-kw. turbo-alternator, with 
condenser, accessories, and switchgear, but contractors were also 
invited to tender for the largest set which could be accommodated 


in the space available :— 


TURBO-ALTERNATOB, &C., FOB LIMEHOUSE STATION. 


a 


pee d Name of tenderer. Price. Delivery. | Remarks. 
Kw. £ | 
5,000 | Adamson, D. & Co. Ltd. 50,495* Oct., 1930 — 
" Ateliers de Construc- 48,775°+ 18 mths | — 
tion Oerlikon. | 
T B.T.H. Co., Ltd. (a) 48,712* 15 mths | (a) “ Grice ” air - filter. 
(b) 48,662 (b) “ Sturtevant "' air- 
(e) 48,642 filter. 
(е) ** Davidsons ” air- 
filter. 
" Ө Elec. Eng. Co., 48,677 Uncertain — 
si Cole, Marchent and 14,900 Oct.,1920 | For condensing plant 
Morley, Ltd. only. 
T English Electric Co., 45,877 6 mths — 
Ltd. ex site 
i Escher, Wyss & Oo., (a) 50,569 11 mths | (a) Oerlikon alternator. 
B.A. (b) 62,821 РИ (b) Brown, Boveri alter- 
nator. 
M Fraser & Chalmers 47,967“ 11 mths — 
(Prop. G.E. Co.) 
ü Hick, Hargreaves and 14,650 10 mths | For condensing plant 
Co., Ltd. only. 
» Metropolitan-Vickers 49,647* 10 mths — 
Elec. Co., Ltd. ex works | 
" m Watson Co., 16,960 Oct., 1920 For condensing plant 
" | oniy. 
3 Faraona, C. A., & Co., 47,850 Uncertain Set quoted for since 
М 66 80 Ai 
10 Reyrolle & Co., Ltd. (a) 9,027 Oct., 1920 (a) As per existing 
(b) 9,788 e board. 

(b For stronger tanks 
and double-breaking 
capacity of switches. 

For switchgear only. 

” Richardsons, West- (а) 47,384 17 to 8 mths! (a) Two-jet air-pump. 
garth, Ltd. (b 47,434 ex works | (b) Rotary air-pump. 
6,00) ir dn C. А., & Co., 53,450 10 mths " — 
6,500 | English Electric Co., 47,939 10 mths — 
Ltd. ex Bite 
10,000 | Fraser & Chalmers .. 69,008* 11 mths — 
" Parsons, C. A , & Co., 61,050 19 mths , = 
10.000 Cole, Marchent and 21,857 Oct., 1920 | Condensing plant only. 
Morley, Ltd. 
T Escher, Wyss & Со.... | (а) 79, 204 18 mths | (a) Oerlikon alternator. 
(b) &2,634+ n ; (b) Brown, Boveri alter- 
nator. 

If with Mirrlees Watson 
ejector air pump, 
price reduced £915. 

» Hick, Lov dandi and 25,850 10 mths | For condensing plant 
Ltd. only. 

” Metropolitan 72,156" 12 mths | For an extra £1,750 a 

ickers Elec, Co., | (Recom- ex works reduction of 8 lb. in 

mended) steam consumption 


will be guaranteed. 


+ Price calculated at 19 fr. = £1 sterling. To vary with rate of exchange. 

* Tenders marked thus were sent in incomplete, and have been completed 
by adding in the figures of other tenderers, which is an arrangement agreed 
between the members of the British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ 
Association. 

The Committee recommends that the tender of the Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., for а 10,000-Kw. turbo-alternator be 
accepted at £72,156 plue au extra £1,750 in order to secure a 
guarantee of a reduction of 3 lb. per unit in steam consumption 
from the figure set out in the main tender. 

Two water-tube boilers (recom.) £43,914 Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 

14 miles of conduits, and 24 miles of troughs and covers. ` 


Sutton & Со. (recom.)  .. a $4 vs ..  &1,875 
Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. .. eno d 2,078 
Siemens Bros. & Co, Lt ee. 2,104 


House ser vioe cable. ` 


Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. (recom.) .. £558 
B.I. & Helsby Cables 4% А АР ae æ. ВА. 


W. Т. Glover & Co. 


‘FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


hem and District Electric Club.—Saturday, February 91st. At 
the Grand Hotel. Colmore Row. At 7 p.m. Paper on Electric Vehicles," 
by Major R. V. C. Brook. 


Liverpool! Engineering Society.— Monday, February 23rd. At the Uni- 
versity, Liverpool. At 6.80 p.m. Lecture on “ Aviation: the Past, the 
Present, and the Future," by Major-General Sir Frederick Sykes. 


British Industries Fairg.—Monday, February 23rd to Friday. March bth. 
At the Crystal Palace and the Castle Bromwich Aerodrome, Birmingham. 


Institution Civil Eagineers.—Tuesday, February 2ith. At Gt. George 
Street, S. W. At 5.30 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Tuesday, February 2itb, At Albemarle 
e W. AtB8p.m. Lecture on Magnetic Busceptibility,“ by Prof. E. 
Wilson. 
Friday, February 27th. At 9 p.m. Lecture on Problems of Lubrica- 
tion,“ by Mr. W. B. Hardy, F. R. S. 


Itluminating Engineering, Society.—Tuesday, February 24th. At the Royal 
Bociety of Arts, John Btreet, Adelphi, W.C. At 8 p.m. Discussion on 
Lighting Conditions in Mines," to be opened by Dr. T. Lister Llewellyn. 


Paisley Association of Electrical Eogineers.— Wednesday, February 25th. 


At the V. M. C. A., 23, High Street. At 7.30 p.m. Paper on ** The Historical 
Development of the Design of Generators," by Mr. A. McCrorie. 


‘Edinburgh Electrical Society.— Wednesday, February 25th. At the Philoso- 
phical Institution. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on “ Electrical Projectors and 
коше of their Uses," by Mr. A. Ogilvie. 


institution of Electrical Engineers. — Joint meeting with the Röntgen 
ety and the Electro-Therapeutic Section of the Royal 10 of 
Medicine. Thursday, February 96th. At the Royal Society of Medicine, 
Wimpole Street. At 5.45 and 8.15 p.m. Papers on “The Efficiency of 
High-tension Transformers as used for X-Ray Purposes," by Dr. В. Morton; 
u The Problem of Interrupted and Fluctuatin Currents,” b Major C. E. В. 
Phillips; and High-tension Transformers, by Mr. R. S. Wright. 
(North-Easterm Centre).—Monday, February 28rd. At the Armstrong 
College, Newcastle. At7.15p.m. Lecture on Some Magnetio Problems," 
by Mr. L. H. A. Carr. ч 
(North-Western Centre).—Tuesday, February 24th. Atthe Engineers’ 
Club. At7p.m. Informal discussion on Electricity Supply Tariffs.” 
(North Midland Centre.)—Friday, February 27th. At the Queen's 
Hotel, Leeds. Annual dinner. Keception 6.80 p.m. ; dinner 6.45 p.m. 
(South Midland Centre). Wednesday, February 25th. At the 
Library, Margaret Street, Birmingham. At 7.80 p.m. per on Trans- 
formers for Electric Furnaces," by Mr. J. L. Thompson. 


Junior Institution of Engineers. — Thursday, February %th. At 6.80 p.m. 
Visit to the Works of the British Oxygen Co., Ltd., at East Greenwich. 
Friday, Febru $7th. At 89, Victoria Street, S.W. Lecturette on 
" Defects Found on nspection of Boilers,” by Mr. R. H. Kenyon. 


Wireless Society of London.—Friday, February 27th. Atthe Royal Society 
of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, W. C. At 8 p.m. Lecture on Some Wire- 
less Wonders,” by Mr. Alan A. Campbell Swinton. 


Association of eering and Shipbuilding D htsmen.— Thursd 
af 7.50 p. m. At Gone Perr а кро 


February 27th gineering Lecture Theatre, Live 
ш» Lecture by Prof, E. W. Marchant, D.8c., on Wireless Tele- 
grap у.” i 


—————MR 


NOTES. 


Another American Turbine Fallure.— Damage to the 
extent of $100,000 was caused at the Regina, Sask., city power 
station on January 8th, says the Engineer, when the rotor of one of 
the large steam turbines burst and completely wrecked the set. As 
a result, the tramway system was temporarily at a standstill. 


Electric Vehicle Progress.—The provision of plant for a 
charging station for electric vehicles for refuse collection has been 
considered by the Hackney Borough Council. The tenders for the 
motor-generator (250 amperes, 110 volts) included the following :— 
Lancashire Dynamo and Motor Co. (780 R. f. M.), £475, and (1,000 
R. P. M.), £445; J. H. Holmes (900 R. P. M.), £445; Electromotors, 
Ltd. (710 R. P. u.), £432 128.; British Thomson- Houston Oo. (815 
R. P. M.), £415 ; Electric Construction Co. (1,300 R. P. M.), £280 and 
(1,000 R. P. u.), £330. For the charging switchgear the quotations 
were :—Lancathire Dynamo and Motor Co. £629; J. H. Holmes, 
£480; and Igranic Electric Co., £433 10s. The Public Health 
Committee recommended the acceptance of the tender of the 
Electric Construction Co. for the supply of the motor-generator for 
£330, and of the Igranic Electric Co. for the provision of the 
charging switchgear for £433 10а. The first four electric vehicles 
will be supplied by Ransomes, Sime & Jefferies, the contract 
price being £5,118 for two 2-tonners and two 34-tonners, fitted 
with side-tipping arrangements. The Harwich Town Council is 
applying for permission to borrow £3,000 for the purchase of two 
electric vehicles. The Works Committee of the Ilford Urban 
Council has recommended the кореп of a tender by Ransomes, 
Sims & Jefferies, for the supply of six " Orwell" electric vehicles, 
required for refuse collection purposes. The London Metropolitan 
Asylums Board has entered into further agreements with the Tudor 
Accumulator Co. for the maintenance for. а year of the electric 
batteries of two vehicles at a cost of 24d. per mile run. The 
Pontypridd Urban Council is to obtain another Edison accumulator 
electric vehicle for the sanitary services.—7Ae Electric Vehicle. 

A large British engineering firm has definitely decided to take 
up the manufacture of electric battery vehicles. This development, 
which is important in itself, is also an indication of the trend of 
eventa in electric vehicle production. There is a very large 
unsatisfied demand for battery vehicles of all kinds, and existing 
makers are seriously preocoupied with the difficulties of delivery. 


Searchlight Officers.— All officers who commanded 
searchlight sections in France are requested to send their names 
and addresses to Major A. W. Mawby, O.B.E., R.E., 47, Penywern 
Road, Earl's Court, 8.W.5. This request is not with a view to 
immediate re-mobilisation, but in order that he may furnish as 
complete а list as possible to Captain К. M. Locke, MC., who is 
organising an annual dinner of all anti-aircraft officers, later in 
the year, at which searchlight officers will be welcome ; and also 
to enable Major Mawby to keep a record for the purpose of a 
regular annual reunion dinner of Overseas Searchlight Officers, 
The first Overseas Searchlight Officers’ Dinner, to which Major 
Mawby invited all with whom he was able to get in touch, was 
held at the Trocadero Restaurant on January 30th. The following 
were present:—Major T. Rich, O.B.E. (in the chair) Major 
Mawby, Captain Ffrench-Mullen, Captain A. W. Sproule, Messrs. 
L. C. Baldwin, Baumann, Bazalgette, Bodkin, Cox, Crosley, Done, 
Duckworth, Foulger, Hort, Myles, Raphael, Rawlings, Reed, 
Staunton, Wadham, K. L. Wood, and Voss. The speeches were of ` 
an informal character, and the gathering was a great success. 
Most of those present had not met one another since they had 
been in France, and many reminiscences were exchanged. 


Direct United States Cable Co., Ltd.. v. Western Union 
Telegraph Co., Ltd.—This action was before Mr. Justice Peterson 
in the Chancery Division on February 16th and 17th, and was 
adjourned until Monday next. 


Freemasonry.—An emergency meeting of the Kelvin 
Lodge will be held at the Mark Masons Hall, Great Queen Street, 
London, W.C., on Friday, 27th inst., at 4.45 p.m. The secretary 
is Mr. Н. W. 8. Rentell, 36, Maiden Lane, W.C.2. (Telephone: 
Gerrard 2460.) 
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Werse to Follow !—The following letter was reproduced 
in facsimile in the Z. T. Z. of December 18th, under the heading, 
" The Reply of а Gentleman.“ An explanatory paragraph stated 
that the Dutch branch of the Siemens-Schuckert Co. had received 
a telegram from Bombay in August last year, of which the contents 
were not intelligible. It was thought that the message came from 
the Bombay representative of Siemens Brothers Dynamo Works, 
who was politely asked for enlightenment. After saying that the 
reply is characteristic of the culture and disposition of the writer, 
the T. J. Z. remarks that comment is unn 

We fear the “Germhuns” will begin to think we don't like 
them, if they receive many more letters of this kind :— 


SIEMENS BROTHERS DYNAMO WORKS, LTD. 
- Rampart Row, Bombay. 
Siemens-Schuckert werke 8—10— 1919. 
8, Gravenhage, Huygensperk 39 C. 


We have received your letter No. 26 A R dated September 2nd, 
1919. Your statement that we sent you a cablegram about 
August 24th last is a rotten lie—worthy of a Hun. 

We do not know what the purpose of your letter is, but if it is 
an endeavour to start correspondence with us, with a view to busi- 
ness, we can tell you straight that during the writer's lifetime 
he will not touch anything German again, as it stinks, like your 
name. 

We also do not want your friendly greetings from Germhuns ' 

We do not want our customers to know that we have received 
letters from Germhuns, so do not write us again—if you do we 
will write you back a really nasty letter. 

It is, of course, difficult to express in words what an ordinary 
decent-minded Britisher thinks of the German Huns, but you may 
be able to guess from the foregoing. 

SIEMENS Bros. DYNAMO WORKS, LTD., 
(Signed) Gro. BARNES, Manager. 


Appointments Vacant.—Telegraph inspectors (£200 + 
465) for the Posts and Telegraphs Department in the Tanganyika 
Territory; executive engineer (£750) for the Nigerian Government 
Publio Works Department; lectureship in electrical engineering 
for the Birmingham Municipal Technical School; draughtaman 
for the City of Leioester electricity department ; electrician and 
песа fitter for the Londonderry Corporation electricity depart- 

charge engineer (90s.) for the Oorporation of Stafford 
аш, department ; switchboard attendant (37s. 6d. + 38s. 6d. 
+ 124 per cent.) for the City of Chester electricity department ; 
sub-station attendant (82s. 8d.) for the Stoke Newington Borough 
Council electric light station ; control engineer for the Yorkshire 
Electric Power Co.; mains assistant (£240) for the Borough of 
Aylesbury electricity department ; shift engineer (£300 + £120) 
for the Electric Light Department of the Government of Nigeria. 
See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Fatalities.— An inquiry was held at Bradford, last week, 
relative to the death of Thomas Beaumont, labourer, who was 
killed whilst manipulating an electric drill at the works of Messrs. 
Croft, Ltd., 5 Empire Works, Thornbury, Bradford. The 
evidence showed that the man had been previously employed on 
similar work. Mr. sg pes Jeasop, electrical engineer, Bradford, said, 
in his opinion, the flexible wire attached to the drill had been 
fractured, as the result of its having come into contact with, and 
been wound round the twist drill. The enda of the live wire and 
the casing of the drill coming into contact would cause the casing 
to become "alive," It would be safest for an earth wire to be 
attached when & portable drill of that kind was being used, but 
there was insufficient proof that even an earth wire would have 
prevented the accident. Verdict, " Accidental death.” 

At Wakefield, a verdict of " Death from misadventure” was 
returned at an inquest held on the body of & railway guard, named 
H. Riley, who was killed while on his way home from his work on 
the morning of January 29th, when a violent storm was raging. 
In going to the assistance of a fellow workman, who had got 
entangled in some telephone wires which had blown down, he 
himself also became entangled, and was killed through the wires 
coming into oontaot with the "live" tramway overhead wires. It 
was stated that at this particular point there were no guard wires 
over the trolley wires, and this was because the tramway company 
had been unable to procure & supply of guard wire. Before the 
war the tramway system of the Yorkshire (W.R.) Electric Tram- 
ways Co., Ltd., had been efficiently equipped with protective wires 
at all pointa. 

An inquest was opened on 11th inst. into the death of Harold B. 
Hill, aged 30, an engineer, who was found dead with his hands 
badly burned, at the Islington electricity works at Upper Street. 
F. A. Jones, charge engineer, said that Hill relieved him at 11 p.m. 
on the previous Saturday. The medical evidenoe showed that both 
hands were burnt, and that there was a cleaning rag under 
deceased's thigh ; there were blisters on the wrists and hands. 
Death was due ph heart failure consequent upon shock. The 
inquiry was adjo 


Oersted Centenary,—In honour of Oersted, the dis- 
eoverer of electromagnetism, it is intended to hold an inter- 
. national centennial congress this year at Copenhagen, from 
August 31st to September 4th. In view of the many-sided 
inflaenoea of Oersted's discovery, the scope of the congress will be 
widened to include physics and chemistry, the congress being 
divided into three sections, represented as under: — Elect ro- 
technical—Prof. P. O. Pedersen, chairman ; Mr. Povl Vinding, 
engineer; and Mr. Aage Hassel, manufacturer. Physical—Prof. 
Dr, Martin Knudsen, chairman ; Madame Dr. Kirstine Meyer ; and 


Prof. К. Prytz. Chemical—Prof. Dr. S. P. L. Sorensen, chairman ; 
Mr. Paul Bergsoe, engineer ; and Prof. Dr. Einar Bellmann. The 
complete programme of the business of the congresses has not yet 
been drawn up. Prof. Dr. Martin Knudsen is the chairman of the 
Organising Committee. 


Ships’ Lights Committee.—The President of the Board 
of Trade has appointed a committee, under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Clifford C. Paterson, O. B. E., M. I. E. E., to consider the question 
of laying down standards for ships’ lights to comply with the 
requirements of the International Collision Regulations.—T7/e 
Times. 


Educational.—Glasgow University has accepted an offer 


of £5,000 to establish a lectureship in electrical diagnosis and 
therapeutics at the Western Infirmary.— The Times. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — At the meeting last 
week, the President announced that the Council had decided to 
reimpose the condition, as from February 29th, that those seeking 
election as Associate Members must pass the Institution exgmina- 
tion or one of the exempting examinations, In the case of a man 
being 35 yeara of age or over, the examination might be dispensed 
"with, at the discretion of the Council. Another long list of candi- 
dates for election was approved; there were 215 names, including 
54 Associate Members and 141 Students, This brings the member- 
ship up to 8,505. 

Applications for tickets for the annual dinner at the Connaught 
Rooms, Great Queen Street, W. C., on March 4th, 1920, should be 
made to the Secretary of the Institution, No. 1, Albemarle Street, 
W. 1. not later than Saturday, February 28th. 

INFORMAL MEETING.—On Monday, Mr. A. B. Eason read a short 
lecture on Automatic Telephony for Private Branch Exchanges,” 
before a full attendance. Explaining that he was conoerned only 
with private exchanges which were not connected to the public 
telephone system, the author briefly outlined the principles of 
working of the chief types of apparatus, and discussed their 
advantages in comparison with private manual exchanges and 
intercommunication telephone installations. At the conclusion of 
the lecture, leaflets giving many references to books, articles, and 
papers dealing with the subject of automatic telephony were dis- 
tributed. A discussion followed, in the course of which many 
questions were put to, and answered by, the author. The chairman 
reminded the meeting of the “Informal Social Evening” to be 
held on March 29th. 

NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE.—At the meeting held on February 
10th, Lieut.-Colonel F. C. Aldous and Mr. A. E. L. Scanes delivered 
a lecture on the electric power supply in the Rhine Valley, a raport 
of which will be published later. 

SouTH MIDLAND CENTRE.—An interesting full dress " debate 
on The Uses of Gas and Electricity for Heating and Power," took 
place at the University of Birmingham on February 5th, and was 
attended by 350 gas and electrical engineers, industrial chemists, 
metallurgists and mechanical engineers, The occasion was a joint 
meeting of the Midland Junior Gas Association and the South 
Midland Centre of the Institution, and the chair was occupied by 
Mr. Councillor E. C. B. Marks, M.I.Mech.E. Very general interest 
was taken in the proceedings in gas and electrical engineering 
circles. A report of the proceedings will appear in a later number 
of the ELECTRIOAL REVIEW. | 

SCOTTISH COENTRE. — It is reported that the sum of about 
£200—the surplus of the fund oollected by the Institution and 
the Electrical Contractors’ Association, for the formation of a 
signal company of the City of Glasgow Royal Engineers during the 
latter years of the war—has been handed over to the Benevolent 
Fund of the Institution. 


Roentgen Soclety. — The "Silvanus Thompson Memorial 
lecture will be delivered by Prof. W. H. Bragg, O. B. E., F. R. S., on 
March 2nd. The subject chosen is Analysis by X-rays." 


institution of Engineers (India).—The offer of the LE.E. 
(London) of a £20 premium annually for five years, to be awarded 
to the author of the best paper on an electrical subject read before 
the above new Institution, has been aocepted. The Institution 
has taken temporary premises at D/5, Clive Buildings, Clive Street, 
Calcutta, where all communications should be addressed. 


The Wireless Society of London.—The next meeting of this 
society will take place on Friday, February 27th, at 8 p.m., in 
the lecture hall of the Royal Society of Arte. The President, 
Mr. Alan A. Campbell Swinton, F.R.S., will deliver his address, 
the subject of which will be Some Wireless Wonders." The 
address will be illustrated by experiments. In the afternoon of 
the same day a conference of Provincial Wireless Societies, which 
have recently become affiliated to the Wireleas Society of London, 
will be held at 3 p.m., also at the Royal Society of Arts. Intending 
new members may apply for particulars of the Wireless Society of 
London, to the hon. secretary, Mr. L. McMichael, 32, Quex Road, 
West Hampatead, N.W. 6. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—A lecture on The History and 
Development of X-Ray Apparatus" was delivered by Mr. W. Law 
at the meeting on February llth. The author dealt in a thorough 
manner with the evolution from the crude vacuum tubes first used, 
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to the highly efficient adjustable tubes now employed for examins- 
tion and curative applications of X-rays. Various interrupters 
were illustrated, and their special qualities discussed in detail. 
Equipments of the portable and hospital types were shown. The 
next meeting will take place in the Philosophical Institute on 
February 25th, when Colonel Ogilvie will lecture on Projectors.” 
Faraday House.—The annual dinner will in all probability be 
held during the second or third week of April, and in view of the 
large membership, now over 500, & record attendance of members 
and friends is expected, 

Colonel Hubert Sparks. C.M.G., «c, M. I. E. E., M. I. Mech. E. 
(F.H. 1891-92), has been elected a Governor. 

Diesel Engine Users’ Association.— At the February meeting а 
considerable amount of interest was evinced in the discussion 
which took place after the reading of Mr. Geoffrey Porter's paper 
on Wear of Diesel Engines." The author stated ithat liner wear 
was chiefly influenced by the percentage of ash content in the fuel 
oil and its variable nature according to the class of fuel used, 
the lubrication, the fit of pistons and piston ringa, &c., and pointed 
to the deleterious effect of excessive cylinder lubrication, which 
resulted in the formation of carbon deposits on the p'ston. Мг. 
G. W. F. Horner, referring to the wear of fuel-pump plungers, 
stated that he had found no appreciable difference since using tar 
oil fuel as compared with petroleum, Mr. A. N. Rye had not 
noticed that the use of tar oil fuel had been detrimental to cylinder 
liners, but it had a marked effect on valves and other portions of 
the engine gear. He referred to tbe effect of granite dust in the 
air in the case of some engines situated near & granite quarry. 
The abrasive effect of the granite dust introduced into the power 
house when the wind was in certain quarters had caused a con- 


siderable amount of trouble in the cylinders until air-filters had 


been introdu ed. 

Institute ef Metals.—The annual genera] meeting of the Irsti- 
tute will be held on March llth and 12th, at the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, when, among other papers, the following 
are to be read :—'' Fifth Report to the Corrosion Research Com- 
mittee,” The Effect of Progressive Drawing upon Some Physical 
Properties of Commercially Pare Copper,“ The Influence ot Cold 
Rolling on the Physical Properties of Copper," and The Study of 
Thermal Electromotive Force as un Aid to the Investigation of the 
Constitution of Alloy Systems." The annual dinner is to be held 
at the Criterion Restaurant on March 12th. at & p.m. It is also 
announced that the next gathering of members will not take place 
on May 5th. as previously stated, but on June 10th, when a lecture 
on Recent Progress in Thermo-Electricity " will be given by Prof. 
Сат] A. F. Benedicks, Ph.D., of Stockholm. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Kditors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


The salary of Mr. J. HUTCHINSON, electrical engineer to the 
Farnworth District Council, has been advanced by £100 per 
annum. 

Mr. Tuomas А. узок celebrated his 73га birthday on 
February llth, and in connection with this event the Edison 
lioneers arranged to have their annual luncheon with Mr. 
Edison at his laboratory, Orange, New Jersey, on that date. 
During the war he devoted his time to the Naval Consulting 
Board of the Navy Department, U.S.A., and paid the expenses 
of a large staff of experts. An interesting feature of the 
celebration is that 73 is the symbol used by telegraphers 
jn expressing greeting. | 

The salary of Mr. J. Downie, chief clerk of the electricity 
departinent, has been increased by the Aberdeen Т.С. to 4350. 

Mr. II. H. PARKER is resigning his position as War Depart- 
ment superintendent electrical engineer, South Trish District, 
and is taking up the appointment of engineer and manager 
of the Ilolmfirth U.D.C. electricity undertaking, having been 
selected fram among 127 applicants. 

A correspondent 1s anxious to get into touch with Mr. 
Ilenrv Stafford. Hatfield, and would like to know his address. 

Mr. W. Ixsrs, formerly deputy electrical engineer to the 
Borough of Poplar, and latterly a partner in the late firm 
of Towler & Innes, engineers, London, has j ind the board 
of the Westminster Engineering Co., Willesden, and has been 
appointed joint managing directos 

At the last meeting of the Railwav Telegraph and Eleetrical 
Engineers Conference, Мт. W. Woon, electrical engineer 
of the North British. Railway, was elected president. 

Lieutenant H. G. Ross, Devon Fortress Engineers. (Electric 
Tights), has relinquished his comniission owing to ill health 
contracted on active service. 

Dublin Corporation Lighting Committee has elected Mr. 
J. FARKEN, representing the Labour Party, to the chairman— 
ebip. 

The Times announces that the First Commissioner of His 
Majesty's Works and Public Buildings has appointed Mr. II. 
Baines, O. B. E., to be chief engineer to H.M. Office of Works, 
to succeed Mr. H. A. Mcl'erran, O. B. E., who has retired. 

Stoke Newington B.C. Electricity Committee has appointed 
Mr. E. P. Lovet (an ex-soldier) business representative to 
‘canvass the borough for new consumers of electricity, at £4 


‘Brookes, Public НАП, Colwyp Bay. 


per week, plus 10s. war bonus, and a commission: of Ja 6 
per kw. connected at his instance. | 

Mr. N. B. Rosmer, O. B. E., M. I. E. E., &c., has resigned his 
appointment with the Ministry of Munitions in order to rejoin 
his firin, Messrs. Moffett & Rosher, consulting and inspecting 
engineers, of 63, Temple Row, Birmingham. 

Mr. J. S. Воскікү, late of the County of London Ele ur 
Supply Co., Ltd., leaves Liverpool on the в.в, Oriana on Fe. 
ruary 2lst to take up a position with the Chilian Беш 
Tramway and Lighting Co., l.td., as engineer in charge d 
laboratory and instrument testing. 3 


Obituary. Mu. С. M. Dorman.--We regret to learn that 
Mr. Charles Mark Dorman, managing director of Mess 
Dorman & Smith, Ltd., passed away suddenly at Llandudy 
on Thursday, February 12th. Mr. Dorman showed signs ој 
illness just before Christmas, and his heart was саша; 
anxiety to his friends. It was hoped that а fer 
weeks’ holiday at Llandudno would have been beneficial 
Unfortunately his condition became very serious whilst stai 
ing at Llandudno, until he became too ill to be moved. He 
was a well-known pioneer of electrical work, and some of tle 
switchgear designs originated by him in the ‘eighties are stil 
good practice at the present time. Dorn at Northamptu 
in 1551, he was educated at Birkhamipstead and the York- 
shire College, and afterwards served an apprenticeship in 
the works and drawing office of the Hunslet Engine Co. 
where he did much valuable work in the way of locomotire 
design. In the year 1551 ne and Mr. R. A. Smith, who later 
became his partner, deserted locomotive enyineering ani 
joined the late Mr. J. S. Raworth as his assistants. Mr. Dor- 
man carried out some of the very earliest electrical instalu- 
tions on board ship, and was responsible for many of the 
early designs of switchgear and other electrical apparatus 
When Mr. Haworth left Manchester Mr. Dorman and Mr. 
Smith took over the small works which he had established, 
and have since gradually developed the important busines 
which is now carried on as Dorman & Smith, Ltd. Mr. 
Dorinan Was of an extremely genial and hospitable disposition, 
and will be much missed by his many friends. His heath 
appeared to be fairly good until a few months ago. The «ud 
caine rather suddenly through heart failure. , It i8 родник 
that the death of his only child, a very promising young 
student, who accidentally lost his life while training jot 
military service, has been the primary cause of his compara 
tively early decease. oe A 

LIEUTENANT W. CHEETHAM.—Lieut. William Cheetham, of 
Blackpool, who recently passed away, was prior to the wat 
einploved at the Blackpool Electricity Works. at 

Mr. G. J. T. ALDñER.— The death occurred on February 
of Mr. G. J. Thornton Alder, electrical engineer and cov 
tractor, of 53, Victoria Street, S. W. I. Mr. G. W. Alder wil 
continue the business. j 

MR. А. Ркатт.—Тһе death occurred on. February fth, after 
a brief illness, of Mr. Arthur Pratt, who had for 22 уе 
carried on business as an electrical engineer at Hornsey. 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. `. 
— D CLE G i ' B 
Sydney Anderson, Ltd. (163,783).— Private compam. 
Registered. February 6th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To carry. on i 
business of clectricians, motor and mechanical engineers, &c. The subscribers 
(euch with one share) are: S. Anderson, ó8a, Sydenham Road North, Croydac. 
engineer; P. T. Siicott, 46, Kidderminster Road, West Croydon, mechani, 
W. A. S. Hellver, 28. Park Lane, Croydon, solicitor, The first directors afe 
not ше Registered office: Wellesley Works, Wellesley, Court Road. 
Croydon, | 


` * 4 + 

Symington (Lanarkshire) Electric Supply Co.,. Ltt 
(10,.09s).-—Private company. Registered in Edinburgh February Sth. Сари! 
42.000 in 41 shares. To carry on the business of electrical engineers, A 


triclans, practical engineers and contractors, manufacturers of electrical 
apparatus, &c. The subscribers (cach with one share) are: J. Cassels, un 


wells, Hamilton, solicitor; D. A. Hay, 105, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow, C 
The first directors are: J. Cassels, D. A. Has, T. Duncan, J. C. Jarrat, a% 
J W. McDonald, Qualification, 50 shares, Secretary : D. A. Hay. Кер» 
tered office : 105, St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. А ‘ yo 
Hubert D. Carter (Bangor), Ltd. (163.797).—Private 
company. Registered February 7th. Capital, £5,000 in £l shares (0 (бю pre- 
ference), To carry on the business of electrical, motor, hot water and 
mechanical engineers and consultants, dealers in electrical and, other par 
and appliances and mechanical toys, &e., as formerly carried on by 
Carter at Faraday House, 249, High Street, Bangor. "The first. directors ме. 
Н. D. Carter (governing director), Glenhurst, Colwyn Вау, electrical engines, 
К. P. Carter, Glenhurst, Colwyn Bay, electrical engineer. Solicitors Aet. 
КИР? 


Telephone Installations (London), Ltd.. (163,690).—?r'- 
vate company. Registered February 4th. Capita], £2,000 jn 41 shares. о 
carry on the business of manufacturers and installers of private telephone 
systems, &c. The subscribers (each with one share) are: G. Н. Hanson, * 
Gravelly Hill, Birmingham, telephone engineer; A. H. Hanson, 9, Вело 


"Read, Gravelly Hill, telephone engineer. Table "A" mainly appli. 


Solicitors; Cochrane and Cripwell, 119, Finsbury Pavement, E. C. Register 


ofre: 14, Snow Hill, Birmingham. 


Stoneycroft Electrical Works, Ltd. (163,831).—Private 
company. Registered February 16th. Capital, £3,000 in £l shares, To take 
over the business of a general electrical and engineering contractor carried 
on by F. 5, Ormonde at 20, St. Anne Street, Islington, Liverpool, As ths 
" Stoneycroft Electrical Works." The first directors are: F. М. Ormonde, 
50, Inigo Road, Stoneycroft, Liverpool, electrical engineer; E. C. 
Oriel Road, Bootle, Liverpool, marine engineer; A. Huntington, 
Lone Liverpool. Solicitore: Reynolds and Reynolds, 15, Lord Street, 
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. Hackbridge Electric Construction Co., Ltd. (163,753) .— 
Private company. Registered February oth. Capital, £25,000 in £l shares. 
Fo carry on the business of electrical, mechanical and general engineers, 
manufacturers of and dealers in transformers, radiators, dynamos, motors and 
all kinds of clectric lighting, power and transmission plant, &c. The sub- 
wribers (cach with one. share) аге: C. W. Bloomfield, Highlands, Foxley 
Lane, Purley, Surrey, engineer; R. L. Morris, 6, Eastcombe Avenue, Charl- 
ten, SES. engineer. C. W. Bloomfield is permanent governing director. 
sector ; F. W. Simmonds, Broad Street House, E.C. Registered office: 
London Road, Hackbridge, Surrey. | | | 
Lloyd's Electro: plating Works, Lid. (163,925).—Private 
company. Registered February llth. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. Objects : 
lo take over the business of electro platers, lacquerers and oxydisers of 
metals, &c., carried оп by J. W. Lloyd, and recently by R. J. Weston (as 
trustee under deed of assignment) at 39, Castle Street, Derby. The first 
direviors are: J. W. Lloyd (managing director), 39, Castle Street, Derby, 
electro plater; A. Green, XI. P., The Knoll. Normanton, Derby; D. Sibbald, 
Keddlesron Road, Derby, C. A. Registered. office: 39, Castle Street, Derby. 


Aladdin (Lancashire and Yorkshire), Ltd. (163,949).— 
Private company. Registered February ТИҺ. Capitol, £50,000 in £1 shares. 
Objects: To acquire exclusive licences. for. the working in the Counties of 
Lancashire aml Yorkshire the patents belonging to the Aladdin Renew 
Electric. Lamp Corporation, Ltd., and to enter into agreements (1) with E. J. 
McWilliam and (2). with. J. G. Melntosh.. The subscribers (cach with one 
Mare) ate: R. E. Ellis, 70, Madeley Road, Ealing, W.5, engineer; W. J 
Ladereood, 51, Cretheld Road, Acton, W.. electrical engineer. Permanent 
directors: E. J. MeWilliom and J. C. Melntosh, Solicitor; C. B. Ellis, 70, 


Chancery Lance, M. C. . 

" United Arc Welding Co., Ltd. (163,039).—Private com- 
pany. Registered February lith. “Capital, £5,000 in EI shares. To carry on 
business as indicated by the title. Fhe first directors are; W. E. Groves, 
76, Roman Road, South Shields, electrical engineer: H. C. Lumsden, 48, 
Rothwell Road, Gosforth, boiler inspector; R. Winskell, 6, Flavia Terrace, 
South Shields, solicitor. Secretary: C. L. Dobson. Registered office: Ferry 
Street, South Shie'ds. 


Mayfair Light and Power Co., Ltd. (163,836).—Private 
company. Registered February 9th. Capital, £1,000 in £l shares. To carry 
on the business of electrical engineers and contractors, electricians, suppliers 
of electricity for light, heat and power, &c., and to adopt an agreement with 
Н. Meekhonik, The first directors аге: Н. Meekhonik, Ambleside, Brighton 
Road, Purley; A. Meekhonik, 14, Pepys Road, New Cross, S.E.; Н. М. 
Williams, Aberdeen Lodge, Powys Villas, Brighton. Solicitor: P. G. Averill, 
135, Edgware Roid, W. Registered office: 135, Edgware Road, W. 


W. б. Perry & Co., Ltd. (163,943).—Private company. 
Registered February Lth. Capital. £5,000 in 4,000 ordinary shares of 6d. 
tach and 4.900 preference shares of £l each. To carry on the business of 
electrical engineers, dealers in machinery, plant and accessories, &c., and to 
adopt an agreement with W. G. Perry. The first directors are: W. G. Terry, 
37, Birchwood. Road, Wandsworth, S.W.; F. W. Cook, 155, Upper Kenning- 
ton Lane, S. E.: А. Perry, 155, Upper Kennington Lane, S. E. Solicitor: J. A. 
Davies, Colonial House, London, Bridge. Registered office: 199, Westminster 
Bridge Road, S.E. | | 


Mechanical Products, Ltd. (163,927).—Private company. 
Registered February IIth. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of electrical and mechanical engineers, metal stampers, manufacturers 
of electrical and mechanical plant and accessories, &c. The first directors 
are: T. Thompson, Allbury House, Surbiton, Surrev; Н. Н. Oxley, Hill Top, 
Crowhurst, Sussex. Solicitor: H. M. Veitch, Norfolk House, Norfolk Street, 
Victoria Embankment, W.C. Registered office: 60-61, Blackfriars Road, S. E. I. 


Stajnsped, Ltd. (163,925).—Private company. Registered 
February Ith. Capital, £20,000 in £l shares. To take over three contracts 
reating to the manufacture of and licences to work patents relating to 
" Pelraill " trains (1) between Pedrail Transport, Ltd., and Staines Projectile 
Co., Lid.; (2) between the said Pedrail Transport, I. td, R. II. Brackenburg, 
J. 6. W. Lowe and Staines Projectile Co., Lid.; and (3) contained in corre- 
Spondener between the liquidator of the said Staines Projectile Co., Ltd., and 
Pedratl Transport, Ltd. The subscribers (each with one share) are: E. J. 
Almond, 119, Finsbury Pavement, E.C., secretary; R. J. Rawlinson, 184, 
Windsor Road, llíord, Essex, clerk. The subscribers are to appoint the first 
directors. Solicitor: R. H. Parratt, 18 and 19, Pall Mall, S.W. 


H. T. Baker & Co., Ltd. (163,967).—Privatc company. 
Registered Februsry Dlth. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. To take over the 
business carried on by H. T. Baker at 117, Albert Road, Stechford, as * Н. T. 
Ruker & Co.," and to carry on the business of electrical, mechanical, cycle, 
motor, sanitam, civil and general engineers, &с, The permanent directors 
are: H. T. Baker, 117, Albert Road, Stechford; H. E. Thomas, Services Club, 
Stratford. Place, W. Qualification, £50. Secretary, W. T. Ноги. Registered 
thce: 125, Edmund Street, Birmingham. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF BLECTRICAL 
^ COMPANIES, 


Aluminium Corporation, Ltd.—Mortgage on premises and 


Cottage, &c.. at Máenan, Carnarvon, registered. January 19th, 1920, to secure 
el. . Holder: Sir A. H, Walker, Kc, 2, Maresfield Gardens, Hampstead, 

Electro-Medical Treatment, Ltd.—Particulars filed Janu- 
ary Alst. 1920, of £2,000 debentures, charged on the company's undertaking 
and property, present and future, including uncalled capital, amount for pre- 
tent issue being £1,250, 

Siemens Brothers & Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction registered 
January 14th, 1920, to the extent of £22,400, of charge for £1,330,000, regis- 
tered January 21st, 1918. 

‚ Vickers, Ltd.—Satisfaction registered January 17th, 1920, 
of charge for £1,000,000, registered February 20th, 1903. 

Tarante Tramways & Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Mort- 

Rage on certain concessions, &c., and the company's undertaking and pro- 


ы. present and future, including uncalled capital, registered January 14th, 
X), to secure £72,000. Holders: Commercial Bank of Scotland, Ltd. 


р CITY NOTES. 


. During the year 1919 the total lamps, 


pvestmiaster motors, &e., connected increased from 
"ectrie Supply 50,166 xw. to 52.457 Kw. After allowing 
Corporation, for depreciation. sinking fund, and other 
lu, charges, and paving the dividend on the 
ded | 41 per cent. preference shares, a final divi- 
sid at the rate of 13 per cent., less income tax, is to be 
РАМ on the ordinary: shares, making 10 per cent. for the year, 


and £15,473 is to be carried forward. The directors make 
the following reference to the Electricity Supply Bill :— 

The Electricity (Supply) Bill introduced. by the Government lust year 
now become law. This Bill, owing to the strong opposition in the House of 
Lords, directed specially against ity financial proposals was considerably modi- 
fied in both Houses of Parliament. Eventually all its compulsory provisions 
were withdrawn, and the valuable proposals, relating to the appointment of 
Commissioners and the control and advice which they are enabled by the 
Act to give in connection with the development of electricity in the country, 
were retained. ' 

The Act now enables the different companies and authorities and others 
in a district to combine to form a joint electricity authority for the district, 
and the leading London companies have already associated themselves for this 
purpose. It is hoped that by the formation of such an authority arrange- 
ments may be put in force whereby the best and most. efficient. use will be 
made of the resources and experience af the different undertakers which will 
result in electricity being produced and sold at the cheapest: possible rate, while 
at the same time the rights and interests of the shareholders will be duly 
safeguarded. 

Units generated, 27,867,237; total utilised, 25,543,795; ex- 
pended in distribution, 1,651,081. 


At the annual meeting on Monday, Mr. 


huy 


Melbourne J. B. Braithwaite said that including the 
Electric Supply suus now being issued they would have 
Co., Ltd. Increased the capital by £300,000 since that 


time last year, and аз the ordinary shares 
were being issued at a premium of 25 per cent., they would 
really get £325,000 additional capital. Some might think they 
Were Issuing capital too fast, but they were only raising money 
when they could see an immediate profitable return ou it. 
They had transterred £20,501 from profit and loss and £4,999 
from premium account to the general reserve, raising that 
fund to £140,000. For technical reasons the auditors stated 
in their report that no specific reserve has been made against 
depreciation.” When a company was liable to be bought up 
at a certain time, it was very unwise to adinit in their balance 
sheet that they required to make a provision which in their 
case amounted to £140,000, for depreciation. 'They did not 
require it, and therefore they had carefully avoided putting 
the sum to depreciation reserve, but he could assure them 
they were making ample reserves in that direction. In spite 
of drawbacks they had had to contend with, they were neurly 
£20,000 to the good on their net earnings. The muproveinent 
was shown all round. Private supply yielded £163,683, a8 
against £144,218, an improvement of £21,000; power, heating, 
«e., vielded £83,476, against £79,875; public supply showed 
a slight increase, being £12,408, as against £11,746, and the 
supply to the trainways had yielded £50,970, as compared with 
£48,940. Bulk supply showed the niost satisfactory percen- 
tage of increase—the receipts having increased from £8,160 
to £9,848. The meter rents yielded £15,094, a small increase. 
As to Geelong, there again they could not boast of any large 
increase, but the balance carried to profit and loss was £13,087, 
as against £12,058, so that the actual results there were not 
unsatisfactory when they remembered that they had had to 
contend against three rather serious strikes during the vear. 
The seamen's strike had the effect of putting them in con- 
siderable difficulty in regard to their coal supply, and it was 
only due to the foresight and energy of their staff in Mel- 
bourne that they did not have some serious interruptions in 
their supply. As it was they managed to pull through fairly 
well on the whole. Had it not been for those strikes their 
increased profit of £20,000 would have been materially larger. 
He could only hope that the country would be frée from 
such visitations this year. They had bad rather an important 
increase in their area during the vear—22 per cent., with an 
increase in population of about 1l per cent. They were now 
serving a district which had a population of 407,000, and thev 
had increased the street mileage during the year by 36, bring- 
ing up their total to 660 miles of streets in which they were 
now giving a supply. That accounted for some of the large 
capital expenditure they had had to incur. They were also 
engaged in somewhat extensive capital expenditure at Geelong, 
which they hoped would prove profitable in future years; 
at one time thev thought Geelong would be quite a small 
station. Last vear at Melbourne they had added 5,560 con- 
sumers, which was a record for the whole period of their 
existence, and 18 per cent. better than the previous 19 months. 
If they reckoned their consumers in districts where they 
‘were giving a bulk supply, it would be seen that they were 
supplying about 51,000 consumers, Taking the population into 
account, those figures were In excess of anvthing that had 
been achieved by any English company. The outlook for 
the current year wus extremely satisfactory. Up to date they 
were considerably better off in net profits than they were for 
the same period a vear ago, and that their consumers seemed 
to be multiplying if anything at an accelerated rate. The 
number connected during the last month of which they had 
the record was between 500 and 900. If the increase should 
be maintained in anything like the same ratio it would show 
an extremely good result for the vear, as last year the in- 
crease was at the rate of about 500 per month. They had 
started the vear under good auspices, and if they were spared 
a recurrence of strikes and other labour troubles, he thought 
they had every reason to anticipate a successful year. The 
people who reallv earned their money for them lived 12,000 
miles away, and they owed a great deal of the prosperity and 
success of the company to Mr. Clements, the managing direc- 
tor, and the local board in Melbourne. 


Tn reply to a shareholder, the chairman said that most of 
the company's concessions expired in 1925, but he doubted 
verv much whether anybody in Australia had got the money 
to buy them out, even if they wished to. They must bess 
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. in mind that in recent years particularly they had been giving 
a bulk supply. to an increasing number of municipalities, and 
he did not think they would find any advantage in purchas- 
ing them, even if they had the money. The terms of purchase 
were more satisfactory than they were under the English 
Electric Lighting Acts. 
A vote of thanks was passed to the local board in Australia 
and the staff. 
| At the annual meeting, on the 17th inst., 
Yorkshire Mr. A. G. Lupton, who presided, said that 
Electric Power an increase of revenue of over JU per cent. 
. Со. · was satisfactory, especially for а уеаг of 
reconstruction. The general adoption of a 
shorter working week in the early part of the year, and the 
various labour disputes including the Yorkshire miners’ strike, 
the railway strike, and the moulders’ strike, all had their 
. effect in retarding development. Working costs had been 
heavy owing to the price of coal, stores, and wages. The 
reduction of working hours had necessitated an increase in 
the number of the company’s employés, and in addition the 
rates of wages paid had been increased. The salaries and 
wages paid by the company in 1913 were 27 per cent. of the 
total expenditure. In 1919 this had increased to 40 per cent. 
The extra costs had been met by the increase of revenue. The 
capital account showed the assets of the company standing at 
over one million pounds. Due to the large increase in the 
cost of machinery and mains which had taken place as 5 result 
of the war, a valuation of the plant would show the present 
value to be largely in excess of the book figures. It was 
satisfactory that all classes of power users were realising the 
advantages of co-operating through the agency of the com- 
` pany, and are not only using its supply but were subscribing a 
proportion of the capital. The Electricity Supply Act recog- 
nised and endorsed the principles by which this company had 
always stood—that of generation in large central stations and 
distribution throughout large areas, and it was now the duty 
of this company to respond to the call made upon it, and take 
its full share in developing the area committed to it. The value 
of economies in the use of coal and capital on which the 
company's business depended had been largely increased by 
the higher eost of coal and machinery, and the advantages to 
the user were therefore proportionately greater. These high 
costs, and the scarcity of labour, were rendering manufacturers 
daily more disposed to devote themselves to their own proper 
business, and to look to this company to provide their motive 
power as and when they required it. As a consequence, de- 
mands for current were pressing from every side, and fully 
justified the large extensions for which they were now asking 
them to provide the capital. A company with an area such as 
theirs could not stand still; it was like a river which gathered 
volume as it flowed. Not only was the demand for power 
increasing more rapidly. but the smaller electricity supply 
undertakings were deciding to purchase in bulk from the 
company rather than to contibue to generate electricity in 
small and relativelv inefficient utations. Out of the 55 elec- 
tricity supply undertakings in the company's area arrange- 
ments had been made in 41 cawes for bulk supply or joint 
working, so that the unificatiom of supply over the whole 
of the company’s area was within measurable distance of 
completion. Agreements had been made with some of the 
larger municipalities for interchange of supply in the spirit 
of the Coal Conservation Report, which had already been 
inutually advantageous. They hoped to carry these a good 
deal further. They had now nearly 400 miles of mains bring- 
ing in good revenue, and the time had ccine when the com- 
pany must take another great step forward. They therefore 
asked the meeting in the first place to consolidate the com- 
pany's finance by authorising an issue of debentures to repay 
loans from the bankers and the Government, which had been 
spent on plant and mains already earning good revenue for 
the company, and secondly, to take part in the issue of further 
ordinary shares. They would offer the debentures, a 54 per 
cent. security, at a price which would bring a return to in- 
vestors of 61 per cent. The development of the new station 
at Ferrybridge had been held up. The station was urgently 
required, and it was grievous that so much delay had been 
forced upon them by legislative uncertainties, and that it 
was only now possible to go forward with the preparation of 
plans for what was so urgently required. These plans: would 
take time to prepare. and when complete would require con- 
siderable additions of capital, but the funds now asked for 
would enable extensions to be made, and would widen the 
basis of the company. and enable it to carry on and to earn 
revenue which would justify the further advances as thev 
became necessary. The chairman alluded to the energy and 
devotion of the engineer and manager, Mr. Woodhouse, and 
his competent staff. 


Central London Railway Co.—Renort for 


London 1919. Total net income £186,917. a de- 
Underground crease of 440.656. Brought forward. 
Electric £17,434. Interest. rentals, &c., absorb 
Railway £46,039: to reserve, £20,000: preference 
Companies, dividend, 421.000. Available balance 
£116,702, a decrease of £20,723. After рау. 


iug the dividends mentioned in our last issue. £11.762 is to be 
carried forward. Capital expended during 1919, £7,409. The 
Kross revenue of the five companies contributing to the 
common fund was increased by £2.497,018, or 32 per cent. 
during the year; operating expenses and interest and reserves 


425, 000; 


by £2,632,321, or 37 per cent. The amount available for 
dividends and further reserves decreased £135,308 or 21 per 
cent. The full effect of the increased cost of wages, fuel, 
and other supplies was not felt in 1919. The working costs 
are to-day at an even higher ratio to earnings than during 
1919. If sufficient revenue is to be obtained to wieet the 
working expenses to provide for adequate depreciation and 
renewals, and to obtain a reasonable return on capital, fares 
must be increased, and a Bill has been introduced seeking 
authority. Works in connection with the electrification of 
the Ealing and Shepherd’s Bush railway of the G.W.R. are 
rapidly approaching completion, and it is hoped that Central 
London trains will be running at an early date between the 
city and Ealing Broadway station. Baron Ashtield, of South- 
well, having resigned from the presidency of the Board of 
Trade, has been elected chairman and inanaging director. 

London Electric Railway Co.—Report for 1919. Total net 
income £611,601, a decrease of £39,003. Brought forward, 
£93,605. Interest, rentals, &c., absorb £290,738; to reserve, 
£45,000; preference dividend £126,947. Available balance, 
£172,521, a decrease of £47,643. After paying the dividends 
mentioned last week £20,942 is to be carried forward. Capital 
expended during the year, £6,898. The report contains 
observations similar to those quoted above in the Central 
London reference, respecting the revenue, &c., of the five 
companies, and action respecting future fares. 

Metropolitan District Railway Co.—Report for 1919. Total 
net income, £565,611, a decrease of £18,091. Brought forward, 
£21,332. Interest, rentals, &c., £336,115; to reserve, £45,000: 
dividends on guaranteed and first preference stocks, £124,930. 
Available balance, £80,898, a decrease of £23,933. After pay- 
ing dividends mentioned here last week, £22,098 is to be 
carried forward. Capital expenditure of the year £1,499. 
Orders have been placed for a iarge number of additional car- 
riages of an improved type. The above remarks regarding 
revenue, expenses, fares, &c., also apply in this case. 

City and South London Railway Co.—Report for 1919. Total 
net income £144,486, a decrease of £7,918. Balance brought 
forward £94.567. Interest, rentals, &c., 247,203; to reserve 
preference dividend, £49.500. Available balance. 
£54,350, a decrease of £4,517. After paying dividends already 
announced a further £5,000 is put to reserve, and £19,750 is 
to be carried forward. Capital expended during the year, 
£10,800. Experimental work in connection with the enlarge- 
ment of the tunnels is being carried out with the object of 
determining the most efhcient method of reconstructing the 
railway. The above remarks regarding revenue, expenses, 
fares, &c., apply in this case also. 

The following table shows the operating expenses of the 
above four companies and the L.G.O. Co., comparing 1919 


with 1918 :— 
1919. Inc. or dec. 
Traffic receipts Я 9,110,469 + 3,156,078 
Government compensation (after pro- 
viding for adjustmente) " А 566.370 + 263,751 
Total 9,676,839 + 2,419,829 
Operating expenses 8,179,598 + 2,645,983 
Net receipts 1,497,241 -— 226,154 
Miscellaneous receipts (net) 563,630 + 77,189 
Net income.. 2,060,871 — 148,965 
Interest, rentals and other fixed charges 828.507 — 33.662 
Balance 1,232,364 — 115,303 
Reserve for contingencies and renewals. 420,000 + 20,000 
Balance... 812,364 — 185,303 
Dividends on guaranteed and preference 
stocks, excluding M.D.R. second pe 
ference stock  ... 815,977 — 
Surplus peid into or deficit met out of 
common fund TN - 496,387 — 136,303 
Amount received from common fund . 496,387 — 135,303 
Рег cent 100% Eau 
Add balances from last year's accounta.. 147,918 + 17278 
Total amount available for dividends 
and further reserves : 644,305 — 118,030 


The following table shows the passengers carried, average 
fare per passenger, and the number of car miles run in 1919 
compared with 1918 and 1913: 


1919. 1918. 1918. 


Inc, or dec. Inc. or dec. 

Passengers carried: 

Ordinary ... 956,696,890 + 163.207.971 +197,532,168 

Workmen ... 68,503,288 + 6,066,590 + 21,472,001 

Season 48,192,370 + 1.235.571 + 24,254,169 

Total... 1,073,392,548 170,510,132 + 243,255,338 

Average fure per pas- d. d. d. 

Benger ais T 1:99 ＋ 19 + 54 


130,977,237 


—— — 


Car miles run + 18,790,138 — 7,201,770 
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Metropolitan Railway Co.—Speaking at the annual meet- 
ing, Lord Aberconway, P.C., said that so long as the control 
continued the position would necessarily reniain as ıt was, 
and very little, if any, variation in dividend could be looked 
for. They had an excellent property, with an increasing earn- 
ing capacity, but the heavy increase in the cost of working, 
brought about mainly by the concessions made to the staff 
by the Government, had for the time being turned their profit 
into a loss, in spite of the largely increased turnover of busi- 
ness. The position must be adjusted in the same way ae was 
being done in every other business concern, namely, by raising 
the price of the commodity they had to sell The whole 
matter was before the Ministry of Transport at the present 
time, and very soon something would be done. They would 
not reap any immediate benefit from such increased fares, 2s 
the extra revenue would only go to reduce the amount payable 
to them by the Government under their guarantee, but it 
was necessary that the fares should be put upon a satisfactory 
basis in view of the time when the subsidy from the Govern- 
ment would cease. The traffic not only on their line but on 
the other' London lines had already outgrown the facilities. 
and the expenditure of large amounts of capital was necessary 
if the transport accommodation was to E up with the 
growth of the population. 'The housing question and the 
necessity for improving the conditions of life of the people 
employed in their big centres were totally bound up with the 
question of transport, and if the capital required for the neces- 
sarv extension was to be forthcoming the companies would 
have to be iv a much sounder commercial position. 


Liandndno & Colwyn Bay Electric Railway. Ltd.—The 
annual meeting was held on Februarv 11th. 
said that the financial result was dieappointing when taken 
in conjunction with the increase in traffic receipts. It was 
due to increased operating expenses, repairs, and maintenance. 
The work of overhauling the rolling stock was greater than 
was anticipated, and repairs and maintenance charges—per- 
manent way and overhead lines—wonld be heavy for some 
little time. Power expenses were heavier, due to the increased 
charge. and there could be little relief on this item during 
the current vear. The Old Colwvn extension still proved a 
valuable addition to the line; if this had not been built they 
would have been incurring a heavy loss in operating the 
tramways outside of the holidav season. Thev honed shortly 
to place an order for additional cars, but their ability in this 
connection was limited bv their financial resources and the 
increased cost of cars. Traffics were showing a slight increase 
as compared to a year ago. but the costs continued to increase. 
and further demands from labour might have to be met *o 
some extent. Thev honed. however. that the increase in 
traffic receipts would suffice to overcome the increase in operat- 
ing expenses. 


General Electric Co., Ltd.—At meetings of the companv's 
shareholders held last Saturday, approval was given to л 
proposal to issue new capital in the form of 74 per cent B 
cumulative preference shares and partlv in the form of ordi- 
пагу shares. Mr. Hirst said that considerable vrogress had 
been made with the programme to which he referred at the 
annual meeting for proceeding with developmenta and in- 
creasing the capital to 46.000.000. Those developments had 
heen proceeding with the assistance of the bankers, but the 
issue of further capital was now necessary. though it conld 
not be done on the same conditions as the last increase. Re- 
enlutions were passed nnder which the 1 655.790 issued nre- 
ference shares and 144.210 of the unissned preference shares 
will be called A nreference shares: the 1,800,000 uniesned 
preference shares will he converted into 7{ per cent. "B" 
cumulative preference shares. | 


Prospectus.—The Still Engine Co., Ltd.—This companv. 
which was formed 
Development Co., Ltd.. and other vendors, the patents for the 
Still engine (with the exception of the Japanese patents which 
had been disposed of). has been offering 75.000 shares of £1 
each for «nbscription at par. The list was to close on Wed- 
nesday. The nominal canital is £300.000, 145.000 shares are 
being issued as fully paid. and 210 000 cash consideration 18 
also to be paid out of the proceeds of the present public issue. 
the balence being for working capital. A number of agree- 
ments for licences have heen entered into with well-known 
firme in this country and in France. and other nerotiatione 
^re in progress. The obiecta of the companv are to sell further 
licences. to continne research work on the Still engine for 
the henefit of its licensees, and to deal with the foreign 
patents. 


Electrical Distribution of Yorkshire, Ltd.—In their report 
for 1919 the directors state that the net profit was 44.354. 
against £3.168 for 1918, and £3.693 for 1917. £886 was brought 
' farward. After paving 6 per cent., free of tax. on the ordinary 
ehares, £1.10 is added to reserve. and £1.279 is to be carried 
forward. The manner in which the company has passed 
thranch the war period has demonstrated the soundness and 
stability of the business. | 

Restrictions ov the use of electricity were not completely withdrawn until 
the latter part of the year and. due to industrial disturbances throughout the 
countrys, the delivery of material was greatly delayed so that the growth of the 
company's business has been retarded, Applications for the companys supplv 
have been received in large numbers and with the restoration of normal іп. 
dustrial conditions a rapid expansion of the company's business is assured. 
This will require the iscue of further capital, and shareholders are recom- 
mended to apply for further shares. 


The chairman . 


last vear to acquire from the Engine . 


Tyneside Tramways & Tramroads Co.—At the meeting 
held in Newcastle on 10th inst, Dr. J. T. Merz said that the 
revenue for the year had increased by more than £7,000, but 
so far from increasing their earnings, they were lower, for the 
increased costs had been more than double the increase of the 
revenue. Ав a consequence, they had some 47, 00 less to 
deal with. The outlay upon repairs, materials, and wages 
was much greater than it had been. They had to deal with 
£11,120, to which they had added £3,000 out of the special 
reserve which was put aside to meet repairs which should 
have been carried out in former vears. They proposed to 
pay the same dividend as in the previous year. Ags to pro- 
spects, the traſlic return showed some increase, but that should 
not mislead them, as it was probable that the costs would 
Increuse at a greater rate thun did the revenue. They hoped 
that their income would be improved by the acquisition of 
three new cars which they had ordered. The trade in the 
district had been very much interfered with, especially by 
the moulders’ strike, which threw many men idle and 
affected the traffic. 


Dublin United (Electric) Tramways Co., Ltd.—The Right 
Hon. L. A. Waldron, P.C., who presided at the recent meet- 
ing, said that on the whole they had had a prosperous year. 
The services were now nearly normal again, coal shortage 
and other difficulties that arose in wartime being less acute, 
though the coal supply was again causing considerable 
anxiety. The introduction of an 8-hour day for their men 
had entailed the employment of an extra 200 in the traffic 
department. The advance in wages over pre-war rates now 
stood at 288., and a further demand was being made. They 
had heavy track renewals before them. The running of the 
power station had been very satisfactory, and the cost of 
generating the unit came to .979d. A new sub-station now 
in operation at College Street would help towards economy 
and add to thé efficiency of distribution. They proposed to 
build covers on the upper decks for all cars except those 
whieh had to puss under railway bridges. 


Paisley District Tramways Co.—Revenue during 1919, 
£196,530; expenses, £100,938. General interest requires £130, 
income tax £5,766, debenture interest £3,200, debenture sink- 
ing fund £1,500. Including £6,072 brought forward the 
balance is £21,767. 46,000 has been put to reserve, 5 per 
cent. has been paid on the preference shares, and £2,000 
put to preference share sinking fund; £6,267 is to be carried 
forward. Traffic receipts increased by £5,454, but expendi- 
ture increased by £20,418, due to rises in wages, shorter 
hours, and a further great rise in the cost of materials. The 
full effect of these increased charges on a complete year's 
working has still to be borne. Increases, in fares were sanc- 
tioned, and came into force in November, but it is not antici- 
pated that in the current year the relief obtained by these 
altered fares will cover the increased costs, and it may be 
necessary to make application for further modifications. 


Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd.—The directors have 
put forward a proposal for the capitalisation of £73,250 out 
of the reserves and undivided profits, and the distribution 
of this sum in the form of bonus shares to ordinary share- 
holders in the proportion of one new £1 share to every two 
shares now held. It was only three years ago—in March, 
1917—that the then ordinary share capital of £73.250 was 
doubled by the distribution of bonus shares of £l each on a 
share per share basis. 'The present proposal would increase 
the ordinary share capital to £219,750, of which £146,500 would 
have been provided by the payment of bonus sbares. 
1912-13 there was also a bonus of 7s. 6d. per share, which waa 
met by an allotment of fully-paid ordinary shares.— Daily 
Dispatch. i 


Lanarkshire Tramways Co.—Revenue for 1919 £199,868, 
expenses £148,060, leaving £51,808. Contributions to local 
authorities. £4,001; debenture interest, £650; interest ac- 
counts, 44.182; depreciation reserve, £12,000; maintenance 
reserve, £5,000. Adding £5.912 brought forward, the balance 
is £31,888. After paying 7} per cent. for the year on the 
shares, and £883 to directors, £5,280 is carried forward. 
Revenue increase, £7,338: expenses increase 422.010. Ex- 
penditure of £7,816 on deferred repairs has been charged 
against maintenance reserve account. The deferred repair 
work was not completed at December 31st. The strike of 
traffic employés in April and May caused & loss of £10,000 in 
traffic revenue. Passengers carried, 1918, 31,695,400; 1919, 
31,521,049. 


South Metropolitan Electric Light & Power Co.. Ltd.— 
Credit balance fer 1919 £70,109, plus £19.857 brought forward, 
also 10 per cent. dividend on holding in West Kent Electric 
Co.. T.td., £1.002; total 293,968. Debenture and other interest 
215.355: 7 per cent. dividend on cumulatixe first preference 
shares and 6 per cent. on the second; £21,500 to depreciation ; 
£10,000 to reserve: 6 per cent. dividend on the ordinarv shares, 
less income tax, 29.000; to be carried forward £12,323. The 
general business has been well maintained, notwithstanding 
a large. but it is hoped temporary, reduction in bulk supply 
demand. Mr. H. W. Bowden has resigned as a director and 
engineer-in«hief, but he will act as the consulting engineer. 


Oxford Electric Co., Ltd. Dividend 5 per cent. on ordi. 


nary shares. 
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Stock Exchange Notice.—The Committee has specially 
allowed dealings in the following under temporary regula- 
tion 4 (3) :— | 

English Electric Co., Ltd.—148,001 preference shares of £l 
each, fully paid, Nos. 404,525 to 552,528 ; 33,973 ordinary shares 
of £l each, fully paid, Nos. 1,397,537 to 1,431,509. і 


National Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—The directors report 
that the extensions to the generating plant could not be com- 
pleted for this winter's load owing to strikes, &c. There is 
put to depreciation 45, 000, to reserve £3,000, dividend 55. 
per ordinary share, making 7s. 6d. for the year. dividend 
278. 2d. per founders’ share, carried forward £1,086. 


Central Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—The report states that 
energy has been supplied to the Westminster Electric Supply 
Corporation, the St. James’ and Pall Mall Co., and the Chelsea 
Electricity Supply Co. to an amount of 36,096,110 units. 


National Boiler & General Insurance Co., Ltd.—Final 
dividend of 18s. per share, less tax, in addition to 128. interim 
dividend. To investment reserve £6,410. Carried forward 

Bournemouth & Poole Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.— Final 
dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 7 per cent. 
per annum, less tax, making 6 per cent. for the year. 


London Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Dividend 23 
per cent. for 1919; £19,500 to reserve; £5,000 to contingencies; 
£11,500 carried forward. 


Crossley Bros., Ltd.—Dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. 
per annum on the ordinary shares for the half-year, making 
8 per cent. for the year. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

THE Stock Exchange acknowledges a distinct tendency on the 
part of its market to lapse into quietude. This spells lower 
prices, as a matter of course. Business is the reverse from 
exciting. Buoyancy and bullish enthusiasm are superseded 
by a critical attitude in the investor and the speculator. New 
issues are lavishly offered, and divert attention from the exist- 
ing securities with which they come into competition. The 
Stock Exchange enters upon the Lenten season with a be- 
fitting decorum. 

General Electrics stand out with noticeable strength. De- 
tails of the new issue of ordinary shares began to leak out 
generally a few days back. They were stated here a fortnight 
ago. One new ordinary share at 27s. bd. for every three shares 
at present held was the forecast here, and although no otlicial 
conliriiution is forthcoming up to this evening, the matter 
will doubtless be made public very soon. Ап issue of 7 per 
cent. B preference may be expected, with the present 
64 per cents. turned into A shares. A comprehensive 
scheme, and one that is likely to arouse public interest. Other 
shares in the manufacturing group are somewhat featureless. 
British Aluminium are 1-932 higher and Siemens a florin up. 
Automatic Telephones dropped to 175. öd., rallied to 23s. üd., 
and, at the moment, are easier again at 228. 6d. Indignation 
is expressed at the directors’ proposals, but unless a leader 
steps forward to focus the opposition, it may be that the 
scheme will be passed. One of the extraordinary points about 
the business 19 the fact that the scheme requires tor its opera- 
tion the assent of only 51 per cent. of the shares. The board 
could hardly have asked for a more slender majority than this. 
Without further opportunity of voicing their dissatisfaction, 
some of the shareholders declare that they will not send in 
their acquiescence. 

Ihe Home Railway market is better in places, and, though 
Districts have fallen to 19 and Central London ordinary to 551, 
Underground Electric“ A shares are better at 7s., and the 
£10 shares at 24. There has been a slight spring during the 
last day or two in the heavier railway stocks, and this has 
encouraged the improvement in the issues of the Underground 
Electric Co. The attention of the speculative investor might 
be usefully turned to the prospects of East London 4 per cent. 
B debenture stock. 

Electricity supply shares are quiet. Metropolitans rose 3 to 
38, and Charing Cross preference recovered the dividend of 
Js. dd. There is not much business doing, but inquiries for 
shares find little floating supply with which to satisfy their 
demands. In the foreign list, Madras Electric are better at 
155. 6d. Canadian General Common have risen to 1234, anil 
inost of the dollar securities show adavnees, in consequence ot 
the movements in the American rate of exchange. Rises and 
falls are out of all proportion to the amount of trade trans- 
acted, and, as a rule. the alterations are made siniply in order 
to bring London quotations into liue with those current in 
New York and Montreal. 

Brazilian Tractious have again given way this time to 54. 
The Mexican group is heavy. Mexico Trams 5 per cent. bonds 
n 424 are 3} points down. and the 6 per cent. bonds at 324 
show a drop of 2. Meanwhile, it is said that the Commission 
Which came to London to see what could be done in order to 


nnprove matters in connection with Mexican finance, is still 
working with a view to straightening out the chaotic con- 
dition of Mexican matters. But apparently no particular pro- 
gress has been made in this direction, and the boomlet which 
took place in all Mexican securities some four or five weeks 
ago has proved to be premature. At the same time, it would 
appear to be indiscreet to sell Mexicans at the present time, 
when any day might bring a revulsion of feeling in favour of 
the stocks. Bombay Electric preference at 17 are another 30s. 
higher.» Anglo-Argentine second preference at 32 are 10s. 
down, which is natural enough, in view of the fact that last 
week these shares were quoted higher than the first preference. 
Potteries Electric Tractions have gone back to 13s. British 
Electric Traction 5 per cent. debenture stock is lower at 82. 
. Marconis hold their firmness at 4 3-16. Great Northern 
l'elegraphs are down £3 in consequence of the exchange rate. 
Eastern. Extensions have recovered to 90, but there is no 
particular change otherwise in the Eastern group. Chile Tele- 
phones are a sixteenth up at 6 7-16. Our attention has been 
courteously called to the fact that this company paid a divi- 
dend last year of 6 per cent., and, although for 1917 and 1918. 
as stated in our lists, the dividend was 8 per cent., the yield 
should be worked out on the basis of 6 per cent., which was 
paid free of tax. Oriental Telephones аге 1-16 up. West India 
and Panama shares are equally higher at 14. Automatic Tele- 
phones have settled down to the neighbourhood of 228. 6d., 
as already mentioned. The rubber inarket is quiet, owing to 
the price of the raw material remaining at a shade under. 
28. 9d. per lb., but the shares of the leading companies are in 
demand, on expectations, some of them already fulfilled, of re- 
organisation of capitals. Business amongst base metal shares 
is meagre, and in the iron and steel group the investor holds 
his hand, pending the next developments in connection with 
nationalisation. ZA : мо 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES, © 


Номи ELECTRICITY COMPANINS. 


Dividend Price | 
: Tteld 


— ` Feb. 17, i 
: ; 1917. 1918; 1990. Rise or fall, р.о. - 
Brompton Ordinary.. T .. 10. 8 6+ — £8.71 0 
Charing Cross Ord bg ә 4 4 8? — 5 6 R 

do. do. do 44Pref... 4 43 ха 4 8 8 8 
Chelsea.. ‘ee оа " we КҮ) 6 8 D * — 4 12 4 
og of London 8 8 134 — 5 16 4 

o. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 98 ==, 648 
County of London. 1 7 2 — 7 6 7 

do do. 6 per cent. Pref. 6 6 9 — '. 8183 4 
Kensington Ordinary . .. .. 7%. 6 5: == 514 3 
London Electric  .. 7 . NU Nil 10 — s 

do. до. 8 per oent. Prof... Б ' 6 ^ BA! — 811 6 

Metropolitan... as VERUS. cdi 4 6. Bi +å 6 9 0 
do. 4 per cent. Pref. .. % 4 2i. . — . 716 6 
Bt. James’ and Pall Mall .. i 9 10 64 — ` 7 13 10 
South London „г T e 6 6 28 == 7 919 8 
South Metropolitan Pref... .. 7 7 1 — 1 0 0 
Westminster Ordinary .. >. 9 В 6° — 710 0 
. : TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, ' с ' 
Anglo-Ám, Tel. Pref. .. ve” 6: E 924 +1 `6 9 9 
do. Def м gs 21 03 07 2 
Chile Telephone 9 8 67, +а cd i 2 
Cuba Sub. Ord. .. e 7 соў pe $4 18 4 
Eastern Extension .. - 8 B. 20 +{4# 500: 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. , .. ae 8 8 195 — *27 
Globe Tel. and Т. Ord. ' .. ‚ 1 8 20 — 9418 6 
do. do. Pref, .. 6€ 6 96 +} 648 
Great Northern Tel. 29 W i —8 817 6 
Indo-European 28 те 18 18 ast — 6 18 4 
Marconi 7 aio tuac 90 95 43, — 6 0 0 
Oriental Telephone Ord. ..  .. 16 10 0094 — 416 0 
United R. Plate Tel. ei .. 8 8 8, * *4 19 3 
West India and Panama .. 18 1/8 lá. 4 is 511 1 
Western Telegraph.. 8 8 204 ` — ° 4177 
Home Rams | 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 ag —3 "8 7 
Metropolitan .. v "m А 1 1 23 — 5 8 В 
ао. Distric : .. Ni Nil 19 — 1 Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Ni! Nil 229 7 + Nil 
do. . do. A .. Ni Nil , m. 4 lj- Ni 
do. do, Income .. 4 б. 18 — — 

; FenrieN. Trams, &o. 
Adelaide Sup. 6 per cent. Pref. .. 6 6 (09$ — 7 14.10 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. 64 Nil ЗЕ — — 

до. 36: and Pref, — — 8i — 4 — 
о. о. eb. b 5 i —1 
Brazil Tractions  .. ss — — Ы с е m 0 
Bombay Electric Pref,  .. -" 6 6 17 +1} 810 7 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. § § 64 — 715 0 
do. do. Preferrred Nil n 56xd — 8 18 6 
do. do. Deferred Nil Ni 48xd — 6 10 5 
do. do. Deb. s 4 64 — 6 15 
Mexico Trams6 percent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 423 — Sh Nil 
do. ора cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 834 — 2 Nil 
Mexican Light Common ,. . .. Nil Nil Ф} — Nil 
do. Pref. s .. Ni Nil 35 — Nil 
do, Ist Bonds. .. Ni Nil 524 — — 
Sahai MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 

abcock & Wilcox .. vs is 5 15 Е — * 
British Aluminium Ord, .. 10 10 i + ! : jd я 
British Insulated Ога, 95 123 275 — 3142 
e poda . 35 25 * — 6 9 10 

is. ref. P 5 ) mE DE ) 
Савет Kellner 25 ant ji = é $ ы 10 
rompton Ord. zs A ) — | 
Ed ison-Swan, A es or RU 10 "r — ' : o 95 

do. do. брег cent. Deb. 4 5 79 — 8 Б 9 
Electric Construction 928 i 10 10 $i — 8 0 0 
Gen. Elec. Pref. .. wk 6 64 19/6 — 3513 4 

do. (Ord.  .. .. 10 10 2 14. 49 0 
Henley “se "m gs 25 2^ 2 — 514 2 

do. 44 Pref.. . "m M 44 44 . 3% — 6 4 2 
India. Rubber. A P ran 10 10 154 — б 9 0 
Met.-Vickers Pref, .. ee А — == 35 — 5 0 4 
Siemens Ord... Р a ss — 10 240. 127. T: 13 4 
Telegraph Cop, .. .. .. 890 20 2:4 +1 4 1 1 


* Dividends paid free, of Income Tax, 
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-. THE PROTECTION OF AC. SYSTEMS WITHOUT THE USE OF SPECIAL CONDUCTORS.” 


By Major ‘KENELM EDGCUMBE, RE(T), M. l. EA. 
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(Abatract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 


UNDER present conditions, almost every network consists, of 
a collection of cables laid at various dates, so that no system 
of protection which involves duplicate cores, pilot leads, con- 
‘ducting sheaths, or the like, сап he regarded as'a general 
solution of the problem. The methods adoptéd ‘must be such 
as can readily be applied to the various sections of an existing 
system as well as to any future extensions. The author 
believes the four cardinal points of a protective system to be: 
(1) The maintenance of continuity of supply. (2) Simplicity 
of the apparatus involved. (3) Adaptability to existing gear 
with minimum alterations, and flexibility as regards future 
extensions. (4) Economy in its true sense, having regard to 
the capital sunk in cables, &c. The present paper is an 
attempt to show how these ideals can be obtained by simple 
means and with well-tried apparatus, without recourse to 
special conductors which, however desirable in themselves, 
are, more often than not, quite out of the question. 
Whatever advantages may; at one time, have been claimed 
for the insulated neutral, it is now fully recognised that the 
advantages are all in favour of earthing, and the protection 
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against over-pressures (whether due to atmospheric effects or 
to interinittent earths), which is afforded by the damping 
effect of a resistance in the earth circuit, is seen to be so 
huportant that both - American and Continental practice are 
fast following the lead given by this country. In the present 


paper, earthed systems alone are dealt with since, in the 
author's opinion, the first step towards the attainment of 


satisfactory protection is to earth the system through a resist- 
ance. At the same time, many of the arrangements recom- 
mended are also applicable to insulated systems. 


Apart altogether from the value of earthing through a re- 


sistance as a protection against over-pressures, it affords a 
means whereby the majority of faults can be cleared in their 
initial stages as single-phase leakages to earth, instead of 


being left on the system until they have developed into short- 


circuits between phases. 

Fig. l illustrates the application of the leakage protection 
principle to a circuit breaker. The three-phase generator G, 
with earthed neutral, is connected to a feeder, the three cores 
of which are surrounded by the iron circuit of a current 
transformer C T having a single secondary winding, connected 
to a relay k. Under normal conditions, no matter how much 
. the load may be out of balance, the sum of the three currents 
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Fi. 3.—SHORT-CIRCUPP CURRENT: 
* OF 4, OO- KW. TURBO-ALTERNATOR.- 


is zero, and the résultant flux in the transformer core will 
be negligibly small. An earth fault on any phase, however, will 
` upset the balance in the three lines and induce a current in 
the secondary of the transformer, causing the relay to operate 
‘and the breaker to open the circuit. Fig. 2 shows a similar 
arrangement, but in this case three separate current trans- 
formers are connected in star and the leakage relay L R is 
included in the common return. An objection to leakage pro- 
tection when used by itself is that, should the fault either 
. start- as, or immediately develop into, a short-circuit between 
. phases, there will be no out-of-balance current and, conse- 
. quently, the leakage relay will not act. To obviate this, 
"overload relays Ов, and OR, can be included in two of the 
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branches, as shown in fig. 3, and under these circumstances 
one yt least. of the relays will act under all possible fault 
conditions. One of the principal advantages of such an ar- 
rangement lies in the smaller current with which the circuit 
breakers are called upon to deal; the earth current can best 
be limited by an earthing resistance connected between the 
generator neutral and earth (ER in fig. 9). Discriminat- 
ing action. ean be obtained by giving the various relays 
different time-lags. The time interval between the operation 
of successive relays in series must not be less than that re- 
quired for.the epening of the breaker after the closing of the 
relay contacts, or the second breaker may commence to act 
before the first has isolated the fault. Modern switchgear 
may be relied upon to open the circuit within about one-tifth 
of a second or even less, but older gear will probably take 
considerably longer. То. this time must be added that re- 
quired for the relay to operate, as well as a margin for con- 
tingencie&, It may be assumed in general that intervals 
of 4 second should be sufficient for quick-acting gear or 
3 second with less efticient patterns. 
Such graded time-lags, when applied to overload relays, 
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have a further very important advantage whicb does not 
seem to have received the attention it deserves. Although 
the short-circuit current of a modern alternator is compara- 
tively small, probably not more than twice to three times its 
full-load current, yet the momentary current flowing into a 
short-circuit may be ten times ds great, as the steady value. 
This is due to the fact that, whilst the steady short-circuit 
current is limited by a weakening of the field owing to arma- 
ture reaction, this field necessarily dies away but slowly, and 
during the interval the current is limited by resistance and 
inductance alone. Fig. 3 is a typical curve indicating the 
way in which the current rises to a maximum and then 
gradually falls to its steady value. Now in the case of.a 
dead short-circuit occurring close to the generating station, 
if the breaker were to open instantly it would have to break 


‘a current nearly seven times as heavy as if it opened after 


14 seconds, as would be the case with the settings proposed. 
The further from the generating station a fault occurs the 


more the short-circuit current will be reduced by the imped- 


ance of the intervening feeders, so that shorter time-lags can 
sifely be given to the relays. | "OM oM 
` More interruptions of supply are caused by opening cifeuits 


` prematurely than ‘by leaving a fault on the system for too 


| long a time. An interval of two seconds 

AM USA should: probably be regarded, however, 
as the upper limit, and for sub-stations 
containing synchronous machinery this 
figure must be considerably reduced. If 
fixed time-lags are employed they must 
be made sufficiently short to deal ade- 
quately with short-circuits; and, “as a 
result, cables may be disconnected un- 
necessarily on the occurrence of small 
, momentary overloads..For these reasons 
ез inverse time-lags are in every way to be 

preferred. | i EE 

Fig. 4 gives the relative time curves 
of inverse time-lag overload' relays of the 
| | induction type, set to operate with 

three different times. For currents exceeding five times those 


. for which the relays are set the time lags reach an almost 
steady value, and it is this figure which should be taken as 


the criterion and not the point at which the curve cuts ‘the 


‚ vertical axis, which is necessarily somewhat indefinite and, 


moreover, only applies to very small ,overloads.: For this 


-reason relays should invariably be scaled both in overload and 
_ short-circuit time-lags. It may be added that no relay can be 
. cousidered satisfactory unless its time curve becomes practi- 
© cally horizontal at a moderate overload, otherwise the intervals 


between the operation of successivé relays may become too 


short to allow of one breaker opening the circuit before that 


next behind it commences to act. It 18 also essential that the 
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curves corresponding to different settings should follow one 
another closely 1 In both these respects the induc- 
tion relay is much to be preferred to the fuse-shunted solenoid 
pattern. The only case in which long time- lags are objection- 
able is when a fault occurs close to the generating station. 
Should such a fault develop into a dead short-circuit between 
phases, it is essential to clear it with the least 
the criterion of urgency being the extent to which the voltage 
is pulled down. A convenient means of applying this prin- 
ciple consists in arranging the tripping mechanism of the 
relays at the generating station, so that should the voltage 
fall to, say, 70 per cent. of the normal, the time-lag is automa- 
tically shortened to perhaps half & second in each case. 

The foregoing remarks refer more especially to the overload 
relays (о R, and o R, in fig. 2), but much the same considera- 
tions apply to the leakage relays L R, except that, owing to 
the leakage current being definitely limited by the earthing 
resistance, there is no great advantage in reducing the 
time-lag to a minimum. With leakage relays, likewise, there 
is nothing to be gained by the adoption of a fixed time-lag, 
although the objections to it may be less strong than in the 
ease of overload relays. | 

This combination of Jeakage and overload relays has the 
important advantage that it is sufficient in itself to deal with 
faults at any and every point of the system, including the 
sub-station 'busbars, whereas many other methods such as 
the Merz-Price or the split conductor," whilst excellent in 
themselves, only control individual sections of the feeders 
and afford no protection whatever to the .sub-station busbars. 
Moreover, should one of the relays or circuit breakers fail to 
act, there is absolutely no second line of defence and overload 
protection by means of fuses is usuallv advocated in addition, 
whereby simplicity is sacrificed, and the instantaneous action 
which is generaly put forward as & great feature of such 
&ystems is entirely lost. | 

The leakage relay (LR in fig. 2) takes the place of one of 
the three overload relays which would otherwise be required 
for pure overload protection, so that the adoption of leakage 
tripping does not involve any extra gear. Although too much 
reliance must not be placed upon the grading of the current- 
settings as a means of discrimination, it has an important 
bearing upon the question. The time curve of a relay should 
become nearly horizontal for currents exceeding, say, four 
times the setting (see fig. 4). Consequently, if the short- 
circuit current exceeds this value in the case of all the relays 
through which it passes in series, each one will operate after 


Fic. 7.—PaiR OF PARALLEL 
FEEDERS PROTECTED BY BIASED 
DIFFERENTIAL REVERSE RELAYS. 


the same lapse of time. On most systems, however, such a 
state of things is very unlikely. Whilst, however, the mini- 
inum time necessary for the operation of the breakers should 
form the basis in arriving at the time intervals between the 
settings of the relavs, nevertheless, a considerable reduction 
is nearly always possible owing to the discriminating effect 
of the current settings. 

With two parallel feeders, unless the current to earth ex- 
ceeds the load current at the moment, reversal can not take 
place, and with three or more feeders the required excess will 
be still greater. This condition necessitates the installation 
of a larger earthing resistance than would otherwise be neces- 
sary, thus throwing an undue strain upon all parts of the 
system owing to the heavier fault current. 

This difficulty can be overcome by the use of differential 
reverse relays, the current connections for which are shown 
in fig. 5, the pressure windings being omitted for the sake 
of clearness. СТ, and C T, are two current transformers, cross- 


connected in such a way that a flow of current in the direction 


indicated by the arrows merely causes a circulation of current 
in the secondaries, and none flows through the relays RR, 
and RR, which are connected in series between equipotential 
points. On the occurrence of a fault, the currents in the two 
feeders are no longer equal and the difference current flows 
through the reverse relays which are so arranged that one 
or the other operates, according to the direction of the current 
through them, and thus isolates the faulty feeder alone. 

Since the relays operate with a given difference current, ;t 
is immaterial whether there is actual reversal or not. A 
further important advantage is that a surge producing a 
simultaneous reversal of current in both feeders will not cause 
either relay to operate. 


In the case of four or six parallel feeders, they can be very 


simply arranged in pairs. 


possible delay, 


Fic. 8.—CURRENT REQUIRED TO OPERATE 
RELAY Fic. 6 UNDER Low-voLTAGE CONDITIONS. 


At their outgoing ends, parallel feeders present much the 
same problem ae & single feeder, and may be similarly dealt 


with by means of combined overload and leakage trips, a 


-group of relays as shown in fig. 2 being applied to each 


feeder. Graded time-lage must be applied to both the over- 
load and leakage relays. If the fault occurs close to the 


~ sub-station the fault current may divide itself almost equally 


between the two feeders, and there is & riek of the sound 
feeder coming out instead of the faulty one. Moreover, after 
the latter has been isolated at the generating station ehd 
the fault current will still flow into the sound feeder and 
may cause its relay to operate. For these reasons it is pre- 
ferable to install differential reverse relays (fig. 5) at the 
outgoing end ав well as at the other. At the sub-station 
end the fault current flows in opposite directions through the 
two current transformers so that the effect upon the relays 
is doubled, and for this reason the settings may be low, with 
the corresponding advantages of leakage protection. 

If the relays at the outgoing end have isolated the faulty 
feeder before those at the sub-station the fault current will 
flow into the sound feeder, and as it then forms the out-of- 
balance circuit it will operate the relay and isolate the sound 
feeder as well. To prevent this, the circuit breaker on each 
feeder should be fitted with an auxiliary contact which, in 
coming out, renders inoperative the relay on the opposite 
feeder. At the sub-station end this is unnecessary. 

Apart from the fact that a reversal will cause its relay to 
act, the sound feeder is left without protection. To remedy 
this, overload relays may be added or the reverse relays can be 
rendered operative on a heavy forward current. The relay 
shown in fig. 6 can be arranged to act with euch a current 
if the pressure circuit is opened, which can readily be done 
by means of an auxiliary switch operated by the circuit breaker 
as already described. It must not be forgotten that the whole 
load current now forms the out of balance, and it is, there- 
fore, essential that the relay windings should be able of 
carrying this current without overheating. Failing this, he 
relays must be cut out of circuit by the auxiliary ewitch, 
горане overload protection being provided at the outgoing 
end. 

If there are a number of parallel feeders in series perfect 
discrimination is afforded by the arrangement described. 

Various methods have been suggested for giving the neces- 
sary bias to the relays of fig. 5. What is required 1s 
that the bias should increase with the current in the feeders, 
i.e., should represent a definite percentage of the current 
flowing. A method of carrying this 
into effect is shown diagrammatically 
in fig. 7. RR, and RR, are a pair of 
reverse relays, fed by current trans- 
formers CT, and ст,, cross-connected 
as in fig. 5. Besides the usual fixed 
contro], which gives a definite current 
setting to each of the relays, a biasing 
coil, BC, applies an additional control 
which is proportional to the current 
flowing in the feeders. If this auxiliary 
control is such as to give a bias of 5 per 
cent., or at most 10 per cent., it will 
cover all likely contingencies as regards 
want of balance. It is usually desirable 
that the bias should increase rather 
more than in proportion to the current. 

It is of fundamental importance that 
reverse relays should operate with 
certainty even if the voltage of the system is pulled 
down to a small fraction of the normal. The only true 
solution is to render the reverse relays as far as possible 
independent of a fall in voltage, and the working principle 
of a well-known form of such relay is shown in fig. 6. It 
is а moving-coil instrument having an iron circuit carrying 
two fixed windings, a current coil CC, and a volt coil v c, so 
connected as to assist one another with a forward current 
and to oppose one another with a reversal. The moving 
coil Mc is connected in series with v c and a non-inductive 
resistance R between phases or to the neutral point, according 
to circumstances. The windings v c and c c being in opposi- 
tion under operating (reverse) conditions, the flux in the 
air-gap for a given current increases rapidly as the pressure 
falls, and thus largely compensates for the reduced current 
flowing through the moving-coil winding. 

Fig. 8 shows how successfully this result is accomplished. 
A relay set to operate at 95 per cent. of full load, under 


normal voltage conditions, will only require twice full-load 


current to actuate it, even should the voltage of the system 
fall to 2 per cent. of the normal. Such a result puts the 
reverse relay upon an entirely different footing, and removes 
the objection which was at one time so often raised. This forin 
of relay, moreover, can be designed to operate with an ex- 
ceptionally heavy forward current (say, 90 tines the setting) 
at zero voltage. | 
(To be concluded.) 


| DiscussioN IN LONDON. 

MR. E. B. WEDMORE explained that several new devices, 
which had not been discussed hefore, were incorporated in 
the paper, but some of them had not been sufficiently fully 
described. For example, the biased differential reverse relay, 
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fig. 7, were extremely sensitive in spite of the unbalance in 
transformers, &c., and it was a very good example of this 
form of protection. With regard to the protecfion of a system 
of two generating stations and four sub-stations, the 
author’s fig. 16, he was not sure that it would do 
al that might be asked of it. Under certain conditions 
the generating station relays might operate when the fault 


was in the sub-stations themselves or in the feeders beyond 


them. The author’s fig. 17 showed a novel arrangement 
which, however, involved the earthing of the neutral of the 
H.T. transformers. The author’s explanation of the normal 
voltage triangle and that resulting from a severe short circuit 
between phases was novel. There was a clear reason why 
relays which appeared to be good from a theoretical point of 
view often failed in practice, but he had rarely seen the 
reason properly explained, and even the author had failed 
to do so. Compensated differential reverse relays as described 
by the author, had proved very satisfactory in practice; on a 
certain overhead: system there had been as many as 22 faults 
in three months, and in every case adequate protection was 
afforded. MS 

Mr. J. R. CowiE agreed with many of the points put for- 
ward in the paper; there were, however, some with which 
he could not agree. l'or instance, he thought that it was 

uite futile to try and obtain discriminating action by giving 

e various relays different short time-lags. The Merz-Price 
and split conductor systems were preferred by many, yet 
the last line of defence was often an overload relay at the 
power station. He personally had a leaning towards the 
solenoid type of relay on account of its simplicity. This 
country led the world in the use of protective devices, for 
к they all owed a debt of gratitude to such шеп as the 
author. 

MAJOR A. M. TAYLOR thought the relay shown in fig. 6 
had & very excellent feature in the low voltage at which it 
would operate. With regard to the interruption of large 
currents, and particularly fig. 3, he had recently been apply- 
ing the equations established by Steinmetz (in his book on 
Transient Phenomena ’’), to both the case of interrupting 
the full load current of the station and to that of interrupting 
the short circuit current. He (the speaker) had introduced 
into these equations constants more in conformity with the 
conditions obtaining in this country than were those assessed 
by Steinmetz, and the equations showed that under bad 
conditions of feeder arrangement, it waa possible, even when 
breaking the circuit where the current passed through zero, 
to get voltage oscillations up to double or treble the normal 
voltage, while if breaking it when the current was at its 
maximum, they might get anything up to ten, or even twenty 
times the normal. It, therefore, appeared that two points 
should urgently be ‘striven for, viz., (1) the use of as many 
trunk feeders as possible in parallel, when approaching the 
main station, each absolutely independent of the other ſeplit⸗ 
conductor protection preferred), so that even a group of feeders 
might momentarily be thrown out without the main generator 
circuit being broken; and (2) the use of ccre-balance, or most 
delicate protection obtainable, in order to cut out every feeder 
before the leak to earth had time to develop into even a mild 
short cireuit between phases. He found himself quite at 
issue with the author on the question of time-lags; the in- 
tervals given were altogether too short. He would like to 
ask the author how he would protect, with differential reverse 
relays, a group of six feeders in parallel, some of which were 
80 per cent. longer than others, and some of which were fed 
through reactances, while some were direct on the busbars. 
With reference to the suggestion that combined leakage and 
overload protection should be applied to the outgoing feeders, 
unless very coarsely set the leakage relays would bring out 
both the sound and the unsound feeders. Speaking generally, 
combined overload and leakage protection were all right for 
the outskirts of a large system, and for dealing with existing 
mains—in the absence of anything better; but they were 
not, in his opinion, suitable for the heavier feeders. In 
support of the possibility of the short circuit being opened at 
some time other than when the current was passing through 
its zero value, it should be considered that the oscillating 
E.M.F. was at its maximum when the current wave was 
approaching or leaving zero, and the insulation might, there- 
fore, break down just at that moment, followed by an imme- 

iate rush of current, which the forward motion of the breaker 
must interrupt, at once giving the most dangerous conditions. 

Mr. С. W. PARTRIDGE agreed that more interruptions of 
supply were caused by opening circuits prematurely than 
by leaving a fault on the system for too long a time. It was 
his opinion that the later the switch acted the better, provided 
that when it did act it did so quickly. It was quite impossible 
to interrupt short-circuit currents with an oil switch except 
at the zero line. From the point of view of speed of action it 
was preferable to use as small a number of relays as possible; 
it was not uncommon to go into a station and find all the 
relays fastened up with string to prevent them acting, or 
again when they were allowed to act, for them all to come 
out at once and cause general confusion. A drawback waa 
the failure of relay action owing to the fall in pressure, and 
in his opinion it would probably be preferable to make use 
of some device which lowered the short-circuit pressure until 
the fault could be cleared. With reference to the Brazil 
resistances, he had one installed some time ago, and it had 
worked well ever since; he found them perfectly satisfactory. 


Mr. Н. W. CLoTHIRA was of the opinion that the switchgear 
should be made ae simple as possible; euch devices as were 
advocated by the author might find a useful field in the 
smaller systems or in the less important sections of the larger 
ones. The method of leakage protection had not been given 
& chance, the imposing of a time limit cut out every virtue 
of the thing. It was his opinion that faults should not be 
allowed to hang on to the system, relays should operate 
instantaneously. The air-dashpot was more unreliable than 
the time-limit fuse. With regard to the author's method 
of bridging the primary winding of the transformer by a 
non-inductive resistance to form a by-pass for the surge, 
he thought it would be much more advisable to make a good 
jo of the insulation than to rely on such a method of reliev- 
ing the strain between the turns of the winding. 

Mr. H. Brazit thought the paper an important one, as it 
not only emphasised this method of protection, but also the 
placing of the protective devices in their correct positions. 
In this country protective devices were often placed quite 
wrongly. The inductive type of relay worked well in practice, 
and had given good results; he was in favour of the use of 
inverse time-lag. With regard to earthing through a react- 
ance, he thought the practice was entirely wrong. 

Mason К. EpGcuMBE, in reply, said that the question of 
earthing the mid-point was looked at from quite a different 
standpoint to-day, and no very serious objections could be 
taken to doing so. With regard to the solenoid type of relay, 
it made quite a satisfactory fixed time relay, but it was 
useless when an inverse time limit’ was to be made use of. 
It was true that they led the warld in the use of protective 
devices, and it was most interesting to follow the work now 
being done in America and Germany, where the same difti- 
culties were being experienced to-day that had been overcome 
in this country years ago. „With reference to pressure re- 
gulators, they were not looked upon as part of the protective 
gear, and the suggested use of two relays in series was not, 
in his opinion, advisable. 


THE GERMAN ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY. 


DuRiNG the course of the past four years an aluminium pro- 
ducing industry has been created in Germany, partly by the 
investment of private capital, but mostly with the assistance 
of considerable funds provided by the Government. Although 
the industry has not yet become of great economic importance 
it is claimed to be exercising to some extent a favourable 
effect on the commercial balance of the country, inasmuch 
as it affords an opportunity for dispensing with importe of 
metal manufactures of the most varied kinds, and at the 
same time permits of the carrying on of a remunerative 
export trade in manufactures of aluminium. In this connec- 
tion & German newspaper * gives the following information 
concerning the industry. | 

As the utilisation of water power for the production of cheap 
energy had been neglected, the Government departments 
concerned with the supply of metals were confronted with 
great difficulties when the requirements in aluminium enor- 
mously increased, and foreign sources of supply were stopped 
in part. Under these circumstances, attention was first 
directed to the electricity produced in the lignite districts as 
being the most readily available, and a basis was first found 
in the existing works at Bitterfeld and Horrem; next at the 
coalfields on the Elster, then at the Erft hydro-electric works, 
and finally at a second water-power installation on the Inn. 
Apart from an installation at Berlin, which has already been 
discontinued, four centres of production have been completed 
and set in operation, all these using alumina which has been 
previously subject to preparatory treatment. The works are 
completely organised commercially in private companies, and 
are joint economic undertakings principally financed by the 
Governinent. The works are :-- e 

1. Ver. Aluminium Werke A.G., which was originally 
formed jointly by the Griesheim-Elektron Co., and the Metall 
Bank of Frankfort-on-Main. The capital was nominally 
50,000,000 marks, but the credit granted by the Government 
were very considerably greater. The works and estimated 
capacity are: Lauta, 19,000 tons; Horrem, 3,000 tons; and 
Bitterfeld, 3,000 tons. A 

2. Erft Werke A. G., which was constituted by Giolini and 
the Rhenish-Westphalian Electricity Works Co., with a nomi- 
nal capital of 15,000,000 marks, and considerably greater ex- 
penditure in the form of credits. The estimated productive 
capacity 3s 19,000 tons. | 

3. The Inn Werk A.G., which was established by the A. E. G. 
and Siemens-Schuckert Works, Giolini, and the Government 
of the State, the capital being 13,200,000 marks. 

The works of the first two (Nos. 1 and 2) companies are in 
operation, although by no means at their full capacity, whilst 
the third is apparently not yet producing aluminium. It 
will be seen that preparations have been made for an annual 
output of 30,000 tons, but the actual production has not and 
does not reach these figures. In order to give some idea on 
this question, it is mentioned that the peace-time imports of 


* Frankfurter Zeitung. 


i 962 


„THE. £ELEEPRICAL' REVIEW. [701.86 „Мө. 2,004, FERRUARY. 20, 1720. 


crude and: scrap aluminium ranged from':15,000. fo 18,000 tons 
per annum, representing a former value of 25,000,000 marks, 
but which would mot be far.short of 500,000,000 marks -at 
present pricea, and taking into account the depreciation of -the 
mark. ‘the production of the works from the beginning of 
. 1916 amounted to 600 tons per month, and in 1917 and 1918 it 
reached about 2,000 to 2,500 tons monthly, but these quantities 
were insufficient for the war requirements. After the end of 
the war the output greatly declined partly in consequence of 
" strangulation,’’ and. partly owing to the general scarcity of 
coal. A recovery, however, is now. proceeding, and technical 
men estimate the monthly production at present at 1,000 tons 
or slightly more. The whole of the output is said to be 
passing into works producing articles of peace—the rolling 
mills of Stinnes, the electrical industry, and the great metal 
ware manufacturing industry in Westphalia and Central Ger- 
many. The sales organisation of the works the so-called 
Imperial Works "—lies in the hands of the Metall Gesell- 
schaft, of Frankfort-on-Main, but during the war the distribu- 
tion of aluminium was controlled by the War Metal Co: A. 
comparison of the.course of prices per kilogramme is shown 
belows соз 2 559 aw Wc : К. 

German aluminium prices in marks per kilogramme :— | 

1914 (peace price), 1.50 marks; 1918 to November 18th, War 
Metal Co. s price, 5.50 marks; 1918, War Metal Co.'s price 
on November 19th, 7.00 marks; 1919 to September, 10.00 to 
15.00 marks; 1919, November llth, 22.50 marks; 1919, Deceni- 
ber nd, 27.00 marks; 1929, January 16th, 35.00 marks. 

It is difficult to ascertain whether the works have obtained 
the maximum prices during this period of bounding prices. 
Sales are said to have been made with which it was nnpos- 
sible for the production to keep pace, so that sometiines—and 
it is asserted also at present—the deliveries were only carried 
out at a time when the coste of production and the market 
ices had already again advanced. It is therefore considered 
that very little consolation can be assumed from the past as 
to the remunerativeness of the works, especially as the period 
wag one of construction. 

A year ago a very pessimistic opinion prevailed as to the 
economy of the works, owing to the growth in the working 
expenses, the rapidly swollen costs of construction . which 
specially exceeded the estimate in the case of the Lauta Works 
near Hoyerswerda, and the great rise in local wages, whilst 
the technical-economic efficiency of the Lauta Works failed 
to come up to expectations. In the meantime, however, the 
collapse of the exchange has come as an additional burden; 
the mark which had fallen to one-half of parity in Switzerland 
‘at the end of 1918 now stands at one-twelfth. Moreover, the 
world price for copper, after transitory convulsions, has fairly 

well maintained its wartime level, at lenst in London. But 
the vitality of the inland production of aluminium ‘depends 
. extraordinarily upon both the mark and the price of copper. 
Every rise in the Swiss franc constitutes a still greater sacrifice 
in procuring aluminium from Neuhausen, and every mark 
added to the costs of copper imported or available in the 
country eompels engineers to make use of native ‘aluminium 
instead of foreign copper, where it is possible to do so, par- 
ticularly with overhead transmission lines and other products 
of the electrical industry. 

Another factor which cannot be left out of consideration is 
the fact that pure alumina is required for the production of 
the metal, and this was for the most part formerly procured 
from the bauxites in the South of France, Hungary, and the 
Adria. -Considerable quantities were assured, but they will 
‘come to an end, and the economy of the industry would again 
be -jeopardised if new foreign raw materials had to be im- 

ported. Under these circumstances efforts must be put forth 
in the direction of finding raw materials for the purpose in 
Germany, and the basis of the industry will only be firmly 
established when success has been obtained in this respect. 


uoc 


SCIENTIFIC. MANAGEMENT; . ` 


Ar a meeting of the NORTH-EASTERN CENTRE of the INSTITU- 
‚ TION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, on January 12th, Capt. J. М. 
Scorr-MAXWELL read а summary of his paper оп `“ Scientific 
Management.” An abstract of the paper appeared in our 
‘issues of December 19th and 26th, 1919. In the subsequent 
discussion Mr. ARTHUR Parsons (Messrs. C.. A. Parsons und 
Co.) referred to a system which the firm with which he was 
connected had adopted, and which had been working for a 
considerable time. It was devised for a factory where the 
. work was specialised, and where there was not much repeti- 
tion work. Even before the order was received the planning 
‘department got into operation. They could ascertain exactly 
. what. was the position of the works, and when they could 
deliver the goods. ‘Then the tender was submitted, and when 
it was accepted the planning department planned it out. In 
illustration of his remarks, Mr. Parsons submitted a diagram, 
which showed the progress of an order through the works. It 
was assumed that the order was received on January lst, 
and that it had to be out by the end of June. The actual 
Work on the job was shown by a blue line, which. also 
‘represented a given period of time; yellow lines repre- 
sented the time allowed for the getting in of the raw 
materials, mauve lines the time allowed for the making of 


patterns, &., апа a red dine the. balance of time. The lines 


-..were divided into portions each indicating. а given stage in 
. the Work.. Each portion of а job. had to be done by a certain 
date, and these dates were supplied to each department, and 
the work of Ње. department. was reported. on weekly cards. 


"E 


The. chief. aim of such a system was to get all the work duly 


to. the. assembling department. Ihe -men.-worked. infinitely 


.befter if they hau the iuuterals.to hand, and. the work went 


much smoother. He agreed that theconly..way -for payment 


Wags payment by results. lf. they: could get some suitable 


- method. of: doing that, arrange their factories on а more 
. sclentific method of management, and increase productive 


capacity, there was a great future for this countr 7. : 
Sir Tuomas OLIVER, M. D., suid if they were going to carry 


out ecientifie management there would' arise questions of a 


psychological character which medical шеп would have to 
tace, and they could only face the question along with the 
experts: Mr. Maxwell ‘had referréd to boards for research 


' Into matters connected with fatigue, and he would hke to 


* — 


see: workers- and the employers associatéd, so that the experts 
should have their attention drawn to those matters upon 
which enlightenment was needed. There were two kinds of 
katigue—subyective, which concerned the working man, and 
objective, which was seen in the character of: the man's work. 
As to subjective, formerly it was thought the seat of fatigue 
was in' the muscles, now It was known that it was not ‘so 
much in ‘the muscles as in the nervous system. Not ‘only 


the mascles, but, perhaps, even the heart, was affected 


slightly in fatigue. Speaking of Taylorism, Sir Thomas said 
the trade unions did not want to find' out how much a man 


could do. Man's'capacity for work varied, as his capacity 


. and they did not want that exposed. 


for fatigue. One man was more easily tired than’ another, 
Taylorism had special 
advantages, and men made iore money with less fatigue 


. under "4aylorisín than’ under any other method. What had 


linpressed hiní upon the question of fatigue was the cry for 
shorter hours, and the hours became far too low, more than 
the condition of the body called for. It seemed to him that 
the question of hours should not be ‘uniform at all, there 
were certain industries where shorter fiours might be intro- 


. duced, but that did not apply to’ other ‘industries where 


liability to fatigue was not so great. 


Mr. T. Carter asked how far ‘inspection’ should actually 


30, Whether one should make 4 point of imspecting every 


single thing, or should only go so far as seemed necessary 
and extend when ditficulties occurred? The help of both em- 


` ployers and workmen was very necessary in the problems that 


had to be faced, and simple suggestions made by employés 
might have extremely important results. He had in mund 
one case where a suggestion of keeping records of machines 


in a particular way made by one of the clerical staff, led, by 


its subsequent development, to the recording of twenty times 
as Inany machines as previously, with only double the staff. 


‚ The speaker suggested that problems and their proposed solu- 


tions should be explained to individuals rather than to masses 
of men. .He also suggested that the staff could probably be 
used in many ways. ‘The fact that they were able by their 
position to see both sides made them peculiarly fitted to bring 
to one side the views of the other in an intellipent way. 
Mr. Raxyr questioned the figures as to the time taken in 
handling bf tools, which was put down at 75 per cent. of the 


. total time, the handling of the machine, 15 per cent., and 


the job itself only required 10 per cent. of the total time. 
Nor did he agree that it was a comparatively m thing to 
draw up а plan of work as the paper suggested. He thought 
the vital thing in afl these matters was co-ordination and 
co-operation. , М nee EE 

Mr. ,BEbDWORTH, said he thought that anything that was to 
succeed must receive the approval of labour, and anything 
to get the approval of labour must give not only some slight 


. financial gain, but also some mental and physical advantage. 


+ 


‚Не asked, was that system of scientific management, as laid 


down, going to improve the worker mentally? Everything 
was cut out for him, everythiug was thought out for him. 
There was an elaborate system of timing, was that, to increase 
his mental vision? They knew the time for every operation, 
for every portion of the job. He did not think the worker 
would benetit financially. His idea of scientific management 
was applied common sense. , | T | 

Prof. HattswortH looked at the question as a student of 
economics as likely to give very valuable results. It was 
likely to lead to the discovery of the most efficient way of 
doing a thing. He also thought that the system might throw 
light on the whole question of fatigue. These advantages 


. were so great that they should carry labour with them. But 


this system must ‘not interfere with collective bargaining, 


nor lead to the cutting of piece rates. Neither must it reduce 


the workman to an automaton. č  , | 
Capt. Scorr-MaxwELL briefly replied. | 
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Patent Application in Sweden.—A : Royal Decree of 


December 19th, 1919, extends until July 1st, 1920, the time for 
lodging an application for a patent in Sweden, with priority of 
· date, jn respect of any invention for which a patent has been 


applied for in & foreign State on or aftér July 3186 
Ii Arat ratet Oficial Journal (Patents); - 
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AT ‘the Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, London, on ‘Tuesday and 
Wednesday, February 10th and llth, a National Conference 


of Manufártnrers and Producers was held under the auspices 


of the Federution of British Industries. Mr. Peter Rylands, ^ 
President of the Federation, Vas in the chdirt, and in addition 


to 69 affiliated associations, there were represented nine other 
organisations and ten research associations. Those represented 
included the British Eleetricil Federation, the Provincial 
Electric Supply Committee of the United Kingdom, and the 
British Seientific“ Instrument Research Association 
WHE PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS. . т 

Mr. PETER RYLaANDs, in his opening address, dealt at some 
length with the economic conditions, as the war has left 
them in Germany; Great Britain; and the United States. 
At the present time Germany was an extreme case of а country 
consuming more than it produced. The conditions prevailing 
in Germany to-day would seem to make it almost impossible 
for German industry to make a fresh start. The two alterna- 
tives seemed to be national bankruptcy and an absolutely . 
fresh start—a solution which would seem to be imposed by 
the ordinary operation of economic laws—or the interven- 
tion of artificial assistance. The danger of this latter. was 
that it might have the effect of giving temporary relief, and 
healing rather than curing the disease. Moreover, it might 
not seem surprising that, proposals to assist Germany should. 
be viewed with suspicion and even disfavour if only for the 
reason that if Germany was rehabilitated she might ultimately: 
work out & policy directed to revenge. On the other hand, 
there were considerations founded upon our own interest 
which told heavily’ on the other side, for a social and economic 
catastrophe in Germany .might have. far-reaching, .conse- 
quences. | | | 

On the other hand, the United States was suffering because 
she had too many goods for export, and the rate of exchange 
was such that it was not to the advantage of other countries 
to buy more than they were obliged to buy. That position 
inight prove of assistance-to Great Britain in. finding a solution 
for her troubles arising out of the fall in the value of the 
sovereign. This position was discussed at some length, and 
the view was expressed that any serious development in the 
export trade of the United States in the near future was not 
probable, and there might not be such an immense competi- 
tion from America as we might be inclined to think. One 
factor which would aid in the adjustment of the rate of 
exchange was that America should import more goods 
although that did not seem likely immediately—and another 
factor was that American capital should find an outlet in 
foreign countries instead of all of it being used, as now, for 
the extension of the home trade. This latter would come 
in time, when the rate of interest on money employed at 
home would fall owing to there being less demand for it. 
Then it would be found to be more profitable to use it abroad. 

Discussing Great Britain's position, Mr. Rylands thought 
we could congratulate ourselves on having borne the shock 
of the war so well. The great remedy: for our troubles was 
to bring our national expenditure into line with our revenue. 
The Government was still borrowing at the rate of 14 millions 
per day; and it was an essential first step that Government 


borrowing should cease. Secondly, there must be increased 


production, ‘because there was no doubt that prices would 
remain high whatever was done now, owing to the continued 
excess of demand over the supply. At the same time, manu- * 
facturers must always bear in mind that the higher prices 
reached, the more disastrous might be the fall, which must . 
inevitably come. Therefore, i& was necessary that manufac- 
turers should increase their reserves out of profits as much 
as possible, in order to provide against the day of depression 
which experience taught was almost inevitable. The duty 
of manufacturers now was to do all they could to assist in- 
creased production, and not even grudge the return of Ger- 
many аз a world producer; at the same time, they must 
sce to it that the British manufacturers secured the largest 
possible share in the supply of the world’s: requirements. 
The public always believed that combination among manu- 
facturers tended to inflate prices, but he was satisfied that. 


that was a mistaken impression. In times like the present 


the influence of public opinion was very great, and when 
a large combination was settling & price policy, public opinion 
could not be absent from their minds. Where, however, no 
price organisation existed, and each manufacturer in an in- 
dustry was pursuing an independent price.policy, there was: 
no such restraining effect. | | NS 
"The economic conditions of the United States, Great Britain, 
and Germany gave ground for aftxiety. but no good ground: 
for dismay. He behieved it would be wise to restrict importa- 
tion from the United: States to essentials. and to prohibit the 
import of luxuries and non-essentials. Artificial interference 
with economic conditions was generally objectionable, and: 
usually brought retribution in its train. but it was hot easy > 
to see that a policy of restricting certain imports could have 
any objectionable consequences, and such з policy: could be 
altered when warranted by a change in the position. The 
high cost of living in this country was a matter for the most 
serious concern, ‘and: unquestionably eould^not« be: · controlled 
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by the State by any method which was not economically 
unsound. Coke was an instance of this. The home fixed 
price of coke was 20s. per ton, but it was fetching £5. per 
ton for export. The consequence was that all coke producers 
who were not steel makers were. sending their. eoke abroad, 
and whereas many of our blast-furnaces were only turning 
out half their output because of the shortage of coke, the 
ports were crowded with coke awaiting export. That was 
an example of ul-judged interference with economic laws. He 
asked that artificial interference with private enterprise should 
cease, and referred to the Whitley Council and Works Com- 
mittee as likely to bring about a better understarding be- 
tween capital and labour. TT ko бу 

The agenda contained a series of resolutions, which were 
dealt with seriatim. The first one, which was in two parts, 

reluted to TAE ; | Ea fs м! ees үл, 
Export TRADE AND FOREIGN EXCHANGES... ... >. 


* 


Sm ARTHUR STEEL Martuanp, M. P., late chief of the Pe. 
partment of Overseas Trade, proposed the first ‘part of the 
first resolution, and in doing so, called special attention to 
developing certain markets abroad which have not yet been 
touched to anything like the extent possible. The greatest 
of such countries, provided & decent Government could be 
obtained, was the South-Eastern portion of Russia, and that 
part of the country on either side of the Urals. Next to that, 
apart from the rather remote speculative possibilities of 
China, was South America, the surface of the trade of which 
had scarcely been scratched. The consuming population in 
South America, which had been, cut off from British goods 
during the war, were not altogether satisfied with the sub- 
stitutes which they. had obtained, and the demand for British 
goods was extraordinary. After urging the abolition of all 
control of industry, and the replacement of it by Government 
assistance in & proper form, Sir Arthur Steel Maitland re- 
ferred to the impossibility of British manufacturers accepting 
all orders that were offered. them, and pointed out that one 
of the shrewdest business men had suggested that orders 
should be placed by British manufacturers with firms in 
allied countries to be completed on commission. That would 
help us, and also assist the other countries to get going again. 

Mr. DE F. PENNEFATHER, М.Р. (Association of British Cham- 
bers of. Commerce), seconded .the resolution, which was 
finally passed in the following form :— Meus ; 

That as an improvement in the exchange value of the 
pound sterling is of the utmost importance to this countrv 
and can be greatly assisted by the expansion of the export 
trade, this conference urges upon manufacturers the desir- 
ability of setting aside some proportion of their output for 
export purposes, more particularly articles unessential for 
home consumption, and adjures the Government to give all 
possible assistance to production both of our factories and 
sou, and to the export trade of the country." 

Mr. Harry Ашсоск (British Engineers’ Association) sup- 
ported the resolution, and spoke strongly in favour of the 
adoption of the metric system. He asked that some reference. 
to the metric system should be made in the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT thought that the question was too. contro- 
versial, and suggested that the proposed addition: to the 
resolution should be withdrawn. E vod Um oer 

Mr. Allcock agreed to this. DE мй 

The second part of the resolution, which was proposed bv 
Hon. R. H. BRAND, 2 banker, and seconded by Mr. A. M. 
SAMUEL, M.P., was finally passed in the following form, the 
original draft being altered in. the important particulars that 
the assistance proposed should be in raw materials and not 
financial ‘assistance :— 

(1) That the present economic situation of the world is 
danger to civilisation, and that immediate international action 
is urgently required if adequate steps are to be taken to avert- 
chaos throughout Europe. 

(2) That an essential preliminary to such action should be 
the acceptance of the principle that a decrease of excessive 
consumption and an increase of production and taxation must 
be rigorously imposed by all countries who will require :aesist- 
ance in order to arrest and counteract the continuous growth 
in the volume of outstanding money and of Government 
obligations and its concomitant, the constant increase of 
prices, and to ensure that the expenditure of the various 
countries concerned may be brought within their taxable 
capacity. о сие NN 

(3) That measures should be taken to assist in the recon- 
struction of Europe by assistance to those countries whose. 
rehabilitation would otherwise be indefinitely postponed.  . 

(4) That this assistance should take the form: of tbe supply . 
of essential raw materials on terms to be. arranged, and 
which should be supplied by those countries where the trade 
balance and thé exchanges are favburable, it should be re- 
stricted to the lowest limit of necessity, and should be devoted 
only ‘to: the réstoration of productive processes. E 

SIR MILLIAM Peat -moved з resolution in the following 
terms :— © s | І | f L 

(1) That this conference urges that Government borrowing 
must cease forthwith, and the consideration of grandiose and 
expensive schemes must be postponed. . Taxation, must be. 
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reduced as soon as possible so as to diminish the tendency of 
capital and enterprise to seek development in foreign countries. 

(2) That this conference is emphatically of opinion that a 
levy on capital is opposed to the best interests of the country, 
since it would discourage thnft and the investing of capital 
in productive enterprise; this conference further considers 
that any such levy must operate inequitably and be highly 
dangerous to financial stability, and could yield the Exchequer 
only an unknown proportion of the true value of the property 
when realised, owing to the universal fall in value which such 
widespread realisation would produce. 

(3) That this conference considers that the taxation of war 
fortunes cannot be carried out without gross injustice to those 
whose wealth has increased as the legitimate result of thrift, 
extra effort, or the normal development of business, and has 
already contributed its full share in taxation, more especially 
through excess profits duty and income tax. 

(4) That this conference welcomes the abolition of excess 
profits duty, which was never scientific or equitable, and is 
now out of date, urges that any tax which it may be found 
necessary for revenue pup. to introduce in its place shall 
be designed to inflict the minimum possible hindrance to the 
development of industry and requests His Majesty's Govern- 
ment to consult manufacturers as fully and freely as possible 
before deciding on the nature of such a tax. 

Mr. THoMas TaGGart (Scottish Association of Controlled 
Establishments) seconded the resolution, and it was agreed to. 


(To be concluded.) 


THE ELECTRICAL WHOLESALERS’ 
FEDERATION, LTD. | 


THis very practical and businesslike body held its annual 
meeting on Wednesday last week at the Hotel Russell, 
London. Delegates were present from the London, Lanca- 
shire, Yorkshire, Northern, Midlands, Scotland and South 
Wales districts. The morning and afternoon deliberations 
were conducted behind closed doors, but to the luncheon 
which came between the technical Press was admitted. 
What happened at the meeting is not for us to say, but 
that it was all very interesting goes without saying. So far 
as the luncheon atmosphere was concerned it was highly 
charged with a 15 per cent. spirit; precisely what that means 
members alone may tell to other wholesale factoring firms 
who wish to join the select and highly prosperous circle. 
Whether it was due to the present state of the industry or to 
the benefits of co-operative action under the Federation wing, 
those present appeared to have very youd reason to be pleased 
with themselves. They did not conceal evidences of deep 
conviction that they had done a very satisfactory thing in 
establishing the E.W.F., and were equally convinced that it 
was going to have a great future. We could not help re- 
calling our tours of the provinces made several years before 
the war when one had only to tap a factor lightly and floods 
of grievances as to the state of the trade gushed forth. Asso- 
ciation has undoubtedly been a good thing for the wholesalers 
as it has for the manufacturers. Mr. W. Donovan, who was 
in the chair, proposed the toast Success to the Federation, 
and said that they were making progress in spite of the ditt- 
culties of the times through which they had passed. They 
were rapidly becoming recognised as part of the necessary 
organisation for the distribution of electrical apparatus 
throughout the Empire. Born in January, 1914, with twelve 
members, the Federation now had 53, and they anticipated 
that very shortly this number would be very greatly increased 
by the accession of firms who were entirely eligible for mem- 
bership because they fully complied with the organisation's 
very rigid specification of a factor.“ They took the view 
that membership of the Association. should be the hall mark 
of a genuine factor, and they had had to ask some firms to 
excuse them from admitting them. The agreements that they 
had been able to make with various groups of manufacturers 
indicated that manufacturers theinselves were realising more 
to-day than hitherto the necessity for the factor, and were 
abandoning the attitude which many of them had adopted for 
the exclusion of the factor. Mr. Donovan mentioned an 
article that had appeared in the Times on the Organisation of 
the Electrical Industry, in which the name of the Federation 
was coupled with that of the B.E.A.M.A. and the E.D.A. as 
part of the necessary machinery for distributing the products 
of the electrical factories throughout the Empire. They had 
secured attention and recognition—though not the measure 
of recognition that thev desired—from the manufacturer. 
and thev had secured the attention of the Press, and 
their clients who had known them for so manv vears knew 
quite well that thev were a necessitv and could render very 
valuable servwe. It was the Federation's business to see that 
the manufacturer realised more every dav, owing to honest 
and efficient service rendered. that it was in his interests to 
grant the preferential terms that thev desired, and for clients 
to continue to extend their business with federated members. 


Mr. Donovan said that the future of the factor was a bright 
one; business was good; and without the factor the system of 
distribution could not be efficient. The future of the Federa- 
tion was also bright, because without the organisation which 
it provided the factor would not be able to command the at- 
tention and consideration which his position warranted. 

A happy incident was provided when the secretary, who 
has been responsible for so much of the success of the E.W.F. 
(Mr. A. G. Beaver), was preseAted with a cheque. Mr. 
Beaver, after briefly and appropriately responding, moved the 
toast of the ‘‘ Technical Press," and after it had been '' drunk 
with enthusiasm," as they say, the emission of brilliant 
flashes of humour by an always good-humoured and veritable 
veteran pressman from Maiden Lane was the signal for all 
to retire for a ten minutes’ interval so that the factors might 
prepare to resume their profound deliberations. 


THE ELECTRICAL TRADE OF SPAIN. 


ATTENTION has frequently been called in these columns to 
the industrial development which has been witnessed in Spain 
during the past five years, and the resultant. opportunities for 
the introduction of electrical machinery and ‘appliances. Con- 
ditions are ripe for the further exploitation of Spain's mineral 
wealth, the utilisation of its water power for the generation 


. of electric current, the electrification of railways, &c. The 


Americans are keeping in close touch with all these possibili- 
ties, and one of their Trade Commissioners recently gave 
an interesting account of the methods by which Germany 
succeeded in gaining such a strong hold on the market. "That 
country did the greater part of the business in machinery and 
installation material, including small industria] motors. 
Wires and cables, cotton and rubber insulated, and under- 
ground cables have long been manufactured in the country. 
Latterly quite an extension has taken place in Spain'e pro- 
duction of motors and transformers. 

As regards lamps, there also existed, before the war, the 
following factories: Compania General de Electricidad 
" Metal T," with a production of 5,000 lamps daily; The 
Sociedad Española de Lámparas Z, producing more than 4,000 
lamps daily; and three other small factories. In all, these did 
not supply more than a third of the local consumption of 
lamps with metallic filaments. The Siemens-Schuckert Co. 
owned some construction shops in Cornella (near Barcelona), 
in which it gave employment to some 500 workmen, and 
manufactured motors for alternating and direct currents up 
to 150 H. p., and transformers of all capacities. The Sociedad 
‘La Electricidad," of Sabadell had 300 workmen making 
motors, transformers, alternators, and centrifugal pumps of 
moderate capacity. There were also two or three shops of 
very little importance, among which was one of the Allge- 
meine Elektricitats-Gesellschaft-Thomson Houston Ibérica 
doing small repair work. This was the state of the market 
in 1913 and until the middie of 1914. PE 

The domination of the German industry was absolute, due 
almost exclusively to commercial methods, which were very 
much in harmony with the financial condition of Spain at 
that tine, and above all to the customs and inclinations of 
the majority of the national merchants. 

There stands out among these methods the consigning of 
stocks of niotors and other machines to large and accredited 
resale agents in the provincial capitals, and the extension to 
them of very appreciable facilities for making payments. 
These facilities were also extended to the purchaser and to 
central stations of the second class, even to those which in 
certain articles (such as meters, for example) enjoyed the 
privilege of paving in 10, 12, 16, and up to 20 months, in 
graduated instalments, by means of accepted drafts. 

Their travelling salesinen and order takers were almost 
exclusively Spaniards, as thev were received in business 
houses with greater svimpathy than were foreigners, and, 
being more familiar with the character and peculiarities of 
each region were able to derive more profit from the business. 

During the war the German houses were obliged to over- 
соте great difficulties; but, in spite of all, thev conserved a 
Jarge part of their domination of the market. The Allgemeine 
Elektricitats-Gesellschaft received material from Germany via 
Italy until that countrv joined the Alles. It also received 
large shipments from the United States until she entered the 
war. Since then the company has enlarged its shops, in which 
to-day it employs some 200 workmen constructing small motors 
and transformers. Siemens-Schuckert amplified and intensi- 
fied the production of its shops in Cornella, and has verv 
matenally bettered its situation in the market, as far as the 
possibility of supplying small machinery from its factory s 
concerned. . 

Neither of these houses conld do anything with large ap- 
naratus. and advantage of this fact has heen taken bv the 
Brown- Boveri Oerlikon and Allmanna Svenska companies. 
From Italy many small motors (up to 5 H.P.) have been 
Imported, and a few in sizes aa large as 100 Н.Р. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, | 


An Improved Earthing Device. 


. Mr. S. Legs, 89, Green Street, Middleton, Lancs., has 
invented a device to render the earthing of а conduit installa- 
tion more efficient. This consists of a lug or extension piece 


. Fic. 1.—ImMproveo EartHina DEVICE. 


forming a part of the tubing (fig. 1). This lug is fitted with 
u bolt, nut, and washer, by which the earthing wire 1s 
саара All bends and Joints can by this means be securely 
eart : 


The Peerless Electric Car Lighting and Starting Set. 


A new electric lighting und engine starting set for use on 
petrol motor cars has lately been put on the market by the 
PEERLESS ENGINEERING Co., of Cote Hill, Halifax. The lighting 
dynamo, fig. 2, which is made in three sizes, of respectively 
45, 90, and 120 watts, and 6, 12, and 12 volts capacity, is of 
the constant-current type, und of cylindrical form. The arma- 
ture is substantially made, and runs on ball bearings, the 
maximum speed being 1,500 R. p.. Three brushes are pro- 
vided, these being accessibly placed inside the commutator 
end. The brush gear and commutator housing is enclosed 
by a steel band which clips over the housing and automatically 
secures itself in ition. The regulation of output is effected 
electrically withm the dynamo, partly by the special arma- 
ture construction, and partly Ьу the third brush circuit, the 
result being that the field, after a pre-determined speed has 


Fic. 2.—PEERLESS Moron-cAR LiGaHTING (ABOVE) AND STARTING 
(BELOW) EQUIPMENT. 


been attained, is to some extent demagnetised. The dynamo 
cable is anchored by a neat and secure device so arrange: 
as to ensure both a good electrical connection and a water- 
proof joint for cables of varying diameters. 

The cut-out is a separate fitting containing a fuse for 
protecting the field. winding. A triple cable connects the 
dynamo and switchboard with the cut-out, the arrangement 
being such as to facilitate the wiring and to avoid joints and 
the necessity for a junction box. The battery supplied with 
the equipment consists of 2-volt unit cells built up to give 
6 or 12 volts as required, the accumulators being supplied 
in either celluloid or ebonite cases. | 

The engine starter, fig. 2, which is of the four-pole type, 
is designed on the same general lines as the dvnamo; the 
armature runs on ball bearings, and the windings are of. 


the series type designed for producing a powerful torque. 
Тһе engaging mechanism is of the standard inertia pinion 
pattern, a strong spiral spring being embodied to take up 
any shock on the engagement of the pinion with the toothed 
tlywheel of the engine. Three sizes of the starter are being 
made, intended for engines of respectively 12, 25, and 50 Н.Р. 
‘The starter is operated by a pedal switch of neat and simple 
design, and arranged to be fixed under the driver's footboard, 
only the pedal projecting through. 


New “ Falco" Cooker. 


The accompanying illustration relates to one of the Falco 
domestic or household ranges, made by the FALKIRK IRON 
Co., LTD., Falkirk, which was remodelled about seven months 
ago, and has since then been subjected to prolonged tests 
with very satisfactory results. Fig. 3 shows the new model, 
which is complete with switches and fuses mounted upon ‘t, 
the main terminal box being at the back; this, besides being 
cheaper than the models with separate switchboards, makes 
the cooker more portable and more easily installed. The 
range itself is constructed of cast iron and mild steel plate, 
and the overall dimensions are 43 in. by 27 in. by 40 in. high, 
the oven having an available cooking space of 12 in. by 15 in. 
by 14 in. high, and the hot cupboard being 18 in. by 19 in. 
by 5 in. high. 

The oven bottom is raised 8 in. from the floor, and a trivet 
of cast iron, ground and polished, is fitted flush with it, mak- 
ing the equipment very convenient for working. A clear 
space 18 left underneath the oven to facilitate washing and 
cleaning of the floor. The heating elements in the oven are 
fitted in the sides, are interchangeable, and are arranged for 
various degrees of heat regulation; they are protected by 
strong guards carrying the runners, whilst a thick lagging of. 
heat-insulating material separates the inner and outer cases. 
Over the oven is mounted a hob enclosing the hot chamber, 
which is warined by borrowed heat from the hot plates and 
grill. As is usual with this type of Falco ” cooker, the 
hot plates are cast solid with the hob, forming two inteneified 
heat sections, the remainder of the surface being also heated 
to varying temperatures according to position. Various cook- 


Fic. 3.— Falco Cooker, OPENED. 


ing operations can therefore be carried out over the whole 
surface of the hob, as well as grilling or toasting on the grill, 
which throws the heat downwards. 

Fig. 3 gives a genéral view of the hob opened out for in- 
spection. an operation that can be performed instantly, ав it 
is not fixed except by the hinge pins. A loose enamelled 
crown plate. fits underneath the hob, and a shallow skirting 
at the back. The equipment of the cooker consists of & 
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strong grill pan and grid, with close and perforated shelves 
for the oven. The whole of the electrical parts and heating 
elements can be opened out for inspection without the aid 
of a screw driver or tool of any sort, the accessibility 
of these parts being one of the chief features. The main 
terminal box at the back opens out, and all the wiring can 


be exposed at а moment's notice. The leads are of bare solid 


wire where there is the slightest suggestion of heat, but from 
the main terminal box to the switch boxes at the sides, Asso- 
ciation cable is drawn through standard conduit, and as this 
conduit is heat insulated with slag wool, and the linings of 
the oven stand 4 in. off the body, fhe cables are quite cool. 

The loadings of the various elements are as follows: Oven, 
2 KW.; grill, 1 Kw.; hot plates, 1.5 Kw. each; total, 6 Kw. 

We are informed that the company has received orders for 
& very large number of these cookers, which can be delivered 
from stock. i 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR. 1920. 
: (NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this jcuraal by Messrs. SkrroN-]oNEs, O'DELL AND 
TEPHENS (successors to W. P. Thompson & Co., of London), Chartered 
Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


3,090. Luminous current-indicating apparatus for electric irons, &c." Н. 
J. Furse. February 2nd. 

3,121. Electric reciprocating engine." H. Pearse. February 2nd. 

3.132. Continuous-current generator for constant intensity of current.“ 
Н. Fritze. February 2nd. (Germany, May 6th, 1919.) 

3.156. Electric fires." Н. H. Berry. February 2nd. 

3,162. Spark plug.” W. C. Кошлм». February 2nd. 

3,186. '' Electric induction apparatus.“ British THOMSoN-Houston Co. 
(General Electric Co., U. S. A.). February 2nd. ot: 

3.197. Electric generators or motors.“ F. R. F. Ramsay. Febrüary 2nd. 

3.217. Electric furnaces." L. TaGLIAFERRI. February 2nd. 

3.218. Reception of continuous waves in wireless telegraphy.” 
APPLETON and А. К. Mackorte. February 2nd. 

3.219. Wireless telegraphy and telephony.” G. A. IrRvinc and A. К. 
MacRoRiE. February 2nd. Я 

3,220. '' Electric relays for electric valve sets in wircless telegraphy and 
telephony." А. К. Mackorie and б. Ѕиклкімс. February 2nd. 

3,221. '' Detection of high-frequency currents for wireless telegraphy and 
telephony." W. A. ArPLETON, S. Н. Lone and A. К. Macrorel. February 2nd. 

3,222. '' Low-frequency amplification in electrical circuits for wireless tele- 
graphy and telephony." 5. H. Lonc and А. К. Mackxokik. February 2nd. 

3,223. “ Holders for electric valves in wireless telegraphy.” Н. M. Arrey 
and A. K. MacaoRik. February 2nd. 

3,224. '' Thermionic valves and their circuits for wireless telegraphy and 
telephony." Н. M. Airey and A. К. Маскокік. February 2nd. 

3,231. Distribution in single-phase and two-phase alternating-current sys- 
tems." A. M. Taylor. February 3rd. 

3,248. Leading-in wires and filaments for electric lamps." S. О. Cowrtr- 
Cores. February Jrd. 

3,272. Sparking plugs." A. H. Ѕмітн and A. WicMore. February Ard. 

3,286. * Incandescent electric lamps, &c.“ J. T. Cl AWAY. February 3rd. 

3.292. Insulators for electrolytic systems." A. S. GusH. February 3rd. 

3,305. ''Cooling-devices for electrical apparatus.“ British THoMsoN- 
Houston Co. (Generat Electric Co., U.S. A.). February 3rd. 

3,307. ** Electri@ayly<driven machines." E. J. Накмах and E. Le Bas. Feb- 
ruary 3rd. aM е 

3,312. *'' Electrodes fer electric arc welding and metal cutting." W. H. 
Boo&kNE. February 3rd. 

3,313. '' Magnetic valve-operating mechanism." W. C. HAN. AN and R. 
A. Nye. February 3rd. 

3,336. '' Alternatinp-current.— electric machines.“ 
ELEKTRO. February 3rd. (Denmark, April: 12th, 1919.) 

3,347. '' Electric incandescent lamps, &.“ A. WOOSNAM. 
Vennootschap | Metaaldraadlampeníabriek, Holland.) February 3rd. 

3.348. Electric valve or lamp relay and intervalve transformer.“ G. А. 
MarHiEU. February 3rd. 

3,350. Electric incandescent lamps." S. Wu. bNI EM. February 3rd. 

3,352. '' Telephones." R. L. MURRAY and TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING Co. 
February 3rd. 

3,358. ''Transmitters for wireless telephony." G. A. Irving and A. K. 
MacRoRIE. February 3rd. | 

3,300. '' Internal-cembustion engines and self-contained electric lighting 
units." Boucron & Patt and G, E. Friske. February 4th. 

3,375. '' Method of producing tungsten incandescent lamps.’ DEUTSCHE 
GascLUHLICHT. Акт. Ges. February 4th. (Germany, February 17th, 1919.) 

3,407. Sparking plugs.” T. Braprorp. February 4th. 

3.413. Electric switches.” P. B. Hanpiey. February 4th. 

3.428. Reception of telegraphic signale," H. J. Hinks. February 4th. 

3.446. Alternating-current electric machines.” AKTIESELSKABET JYDSK 
ELEKTRO. February 4th. 

3,465. '' Safety fuses for electric circuits.“ E. Ахтіхоко. February dth. 

3,471. “ Regulating systems for electric circuits.“ British THOMSON- 
Houston Co. (General Electric Co., U. S. X.). February 4th. 

3,491. '' Method of evacuating bulbs of clectric incandescent lamps, &c.” 
Deutsche GascLUHLicHt Акт. Ges. February th. (Germany, May 18th, 1918.) 

3,492. ‘ Electric. current-interrupters." F. S. ENMHICH and C. Р. SERRANO. 
February 4th. 

3.498. Electrical transformers," F. E. Berry. February sth. 

3,504. ''Low-tension wiring system for Ford engines," P. W. Cokcess. 
February 4th. 

3.517. Driving dvnamos." S. H. vas Аввотт, E. W. ScaMMELL and 
ScaAMMELL & ABBOTT. February 5th. 

3,524. Electro--deposition of iron." S. O. Cowrer-Corres. February Sth. 

3.565. Electric«urrent generators for motor vehicles, с. E. A. Watson, 
February 5th. 

3.566. Automatic switches for motor vehicle, &., electricity systems." 
C. I.. I. Manuracturinc Co. and E. A. Watson, February oth. 

3,067. * Electric generators for motor vehicle, &c., lighting and ignition 
systems." C. L. I. Махсғастскіхс Co. and E. A. Watson. February Sth. 

3,988. '' Electric gas lamps with glow discharge." J. Pixrsch Акт. Ges. 
Fébruary Sth. (Germany, April 26th, 1918.) 

3.559. Electric gas lamp with glow discharge." J. Pix tsch Акт. Ges. 
February oth. (Germany, October 18th, 1918.) 

3,590. Ignition systems for internal-combustion engines." Dayton Ехсї- 
sien” LABORATORIES Co. February oth. (United States, November IIth, 
1918. | | о 


W. А. 


* 


AKTIESELSKABET JYDSK 


(Naamlooze 


3.596. Telephones." R. L. Murray and TzlxrnoxR Maxuracturinc Co. 
February 5th. , 


3,605. Lamp-holders for electric incandescent lamps.” 
February 6th. 

3.606. Telegraphic, &c., circuits for ionic tubes or valves.” W. H. 
Ecctrs. February 6th. 

3.610. Electric torches or lamps." M. Berry and Н. С. Evans. Febru- 


P. B. Downs. 


ary 6th. 


5.615. Bruch- Near for dynameo-clectric. machines." J. II. Boyp, CAMPBELL 
& IsHERWOOD and W. C. Rouse. February 6th. 

3,627. Terminals for electric cables.“ J. E. Barkows. February 6th. 

3.647. Electrical indicators for railways, &.“ J. GARDNER. February 6th, 

3,650. “ Incandescent electric lamps." H. J. OSR Rx. February 6th. 

3,666. Electrical appliance." S. F. Cannon. February 6th. 

3.675. Radio-sensitive materials." O. BLocn, IL FORD, Lro., F. F. Rex- 
wick and B. V. Storr. February 6th. 

3,701. “ Systems of regulation for electric circuits." — British THOMSON- 
Houston Co. (General Electric Co., CU. S. A.). February 6th. 

3.722. Dynamowlectric apparatus." W. J. MELLERSH-JACKSON (Neuland 
Patents, Ltd.). February 6th. ha 

3.726. Actuating device for magneto-electric ignition apparatus for ex- 
plosion engines.” . E. Heerp. February 6th. (Germany, July 10th, 1919.) 

3.727. Magneto-electric ignition apparatus for explosion engines.“ R. *. 
HRD. February 6th. 

3,741. Coil ignition apparatus for internal combustion engines.” D. A. V. 
Rist. February oth. 

3,750. Railway signalling systems.’ 
Со. February 7th. 

3.756. Method of shaping steel, &c., articles by electric heating." W. J. 
Кклрктт. February 7th. | 

3,758. '' Generation and application of high-frequency sound waves." T. F. 
Wart. February 7th. 

3.776. Means for connecting electric light and power cables with junction 
boxes, distributing boards, &c.“ R. S. Woops. February 7th. 

3.783. Regulating devices for controlling electrical air-heating apparatus.“ 
E. Р. Dyer. February 7th. 

3.790. Electron discharge devices." British Тиомѕок-Носѕтох Co. and 
J. Gray. February 7th. 

3.797. Electric coin-freed automatic machines with money-counting and 
change-delivery devices." R. .BrkrscHiNGER. and J. J. PRINZING. February 7th. 
(Switzerland, September 16th, 1919.) 

3.803. Electric switch-boxes, &c." W. T. HEenvry’s TELEGRAPH. Works Co. 
and W. H. NicHoLs. February 7th. 

3,810. “ Electric cables." F. Jenkins and H. Lucas. February 7th. 

3.811. Spark plugs." A. OvrrNHEIM. February 7th. 


AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING 


r a . 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1918. 


12,567. ELECTROLYTIC APPARATUS, E. O. Benjamin. August Ist, 1917. 
(137,553) 
21,285. PRODUCTION OF HIGH-FREQUENCY — ELECIKIC 


Brougham. (M. Deutsch.) December 19th, 1918. (137, 564.) 


2919. 

496. SPARKING PLUGS FOR INTERNAL-~COMBUSTION ENGINES. L. 
January 9th, 1918. (122,408.) 

893. ELECTRIC FUSE CARTRIDGES. G. A. 
(137, 590.) 

894. ELECTRIC FUSE SUPPORTING PLUGS. G. A. Conrad. January 13th, 1919. 
(137.591.) 

910. ELECTRIC LIGHT SOCKETS. 
(137.592.) 

1.732. EEC TNOI УТС CELLS. H. W. 
23rd, 1919. (167, 609.) 

1,841. AUTOMATIC CUT-OUTS AND SURSTITUTIONAL RESISTANCES, G. 
and F. O. Monkhouse. January 24th, 1919.  (137,012.) 

2,295. CONTACI-BREAKERS FOR MAGNETOS. D. €. Dingley and G. Major. 
January 30th, 1919. (Cognate application 15,972/19.) (137,622. 

2.458. Evectric FUSIBLE cut-outs. V. E. Joyce and Park Royal Engineering 
Works. January 3l«t, 1919. (137,623.) 

2,816. HOLDERS FOR ELECTRIC LAMP SHADES. H. Ward. February oth, 1919. 
(137,029.) 

3,223. DynxamMo-ELectric MACHINES. P. А, Н. Mossay, H. C. E. Jacoby and 
Enclosed Motor Co. February 10th, 1919. (137,6 5.) 

3,372. APPARATUS FOR OBTAINING CONTINUOUS OR DIRECT CURRENT FROM AN 
ALTERNATING CURRENT CIRCUIT. A. Bopp et Cie. February loth, 1918. (123,321.) 

3,676. ELECTRICAL STORAGE CELLS. Van Raden & Co. and Н. C. Smith. 
February láth, 1919. (137,641.) | ; 

4,469. Evectric Io. R. F. Bruce and Portholme Aircraft Co. February 
92nd, 1919. (137,652.) 

5,639, ELECTRIC MAGNETIC KINGS, BRKACFLETS, THIMBLES, AND THE LIKE. AND [HE 
MANUFACTURE OF THE SAME. К. C. Roden. March 7th, 1919. (137,667.) . 

6,338. ELECTRICAL DEVICE INTENDED FOR USE CHIEFLY AS A TOY. E. L. N. 
Nelson and E. A. Reynolds. March 13th, 1919. 137,675.) 

7,117. MEANS FOR ACTUATING ELE@TRIC SWITCHES FOR CONTROLLING ELECTRIC- 
ALLY-DRIVEN PUMPS. A. Dispot. March 21st, 1918. (124,747.) 

783. MaAKE-AND-BREAK DEVICES FOR MAGNETOS AND THE LIKE. E. Harrison. 
April 7th, 1919. (137,704.) 

11,538. DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. M. Chassin. May llth, 1918. (126,644.) 

12,528. CLIP OR FASTENER FOR CONNECTING ELECTRIC TERMINALS, WIRE, OR THE 
LIKE. R. Richardson. May 19th, 1919. (137,734.) 

12,686. METHOD OF AND APPARATUS FOR GROUPING AND SUPPORTING ELECTRIC 
LAMPS FOR DECORATIVE ILLUMINATION PURPOSES. F. W. Bund» and H. Bey. 
May 20th, 1919.  (137,736.) | . 

15,132. ELECTRIC CHAIN-WELDING MACHINES. G. J. Armstrong. 
1919. (137,748) 

16,399. HOLDERS FOR ELECTRIC LAMPS AND APPLIANCES. THEREFOR, G. H. Тае 
and General Electric Co. June 30th, 1919. (137,754.) К 

16.788. ELECTRICAL CONNECTION BOXES FOR ELECTR CALL Y-OPER ATED CRANES OR 
MACHINERY. Siemens Bros & Co. and Н. G. Wood. July 4th, 1919. 37,756.) 

17,974. TELEPHONE LEAD AND THE LIKE COUPLINGS FOR KITE BALLOONS AND THE 
Like. O. S. Stiles. July 18th, 1919. (137.762.) 

20,012. ELECTRIC CIGAR LIGHTERS, PIPE LIGHTERS, AND THE LIKE. M. J. Railing 
and R. J. Н. Hill. August láth, 1919. (Addition to 119,141.) (137,769,) 

22.290. AUTOMATIC REGULATION OF THE PARALLEL WORKING OF VARIABLE-SPEED 
DYNAMOS AND accUSULATORS. F. Mauron. September 10th, 1918. (132,519) 

92.600. ELECTRIC LIGHTING FIXIURES. H. C. Adam. October 8th, 1918. 
(133,673.) 

26.596. MULTIPLE FUSES РОК ELECTRIC CONDUCTORS CARRYING HIGH-VOLTAGE 
CURRENTS. O. Cracoanu. May 27th, 1919. (137,733) 


CURRENTS, Fe. oux 
Macquaire. 
Conrad, Januar; 13th, 1919. 
Н. Н. Melaun. January 13th, 1919. 
Matheson and F. T. Kaelin. January 


E. Tate 


June 16th, 
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LITHOLITE 
INSULATORS, Ltd. 


55—57, Hackney Grove, London, Е. 8. 
"Phone and Telegrams: Dalston, 592, London, 
FIREPROOF ANO OTHER GRADES. 

EsTABYVJAHED NEARLY 20 YEARS. 


66 ELO 99 


For all parposes for which moulded in- 
sulation is required specify ELO“ 
which is water, oil and fireproof. 
909090909090909090900909090909090990009909090 
FLEMING. BIRKBY & GOODALL. LTD. 
LIVERSEDGE. YORKSHIRE, 


WRIGHT 


Tel. : Motor. 
LG. and 


D.C. MOTORS. 
WRIGHT MOTORS, Ltd., HALIFAX. 


Birkby’s 


"Phone: 499. 


EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


SMALL TURNED PARTS and CASTINGS 


for ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 
A. MORTON, 
6, Tenby Street North, Birmingham. 


BROOK 


ONE, TWO and THREE-PHASE 


MOTORS. 
See Sup. 46. i 


SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST F. MOY, LTD., 


Manutacturing Electrical Engineers and 
overnment Contractors, 


GREENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 
————————.— E 


MICA & MICANITE 
TAYLOR & PETTERS, LTD., 


40, Hatten Garden, London, E.C. 1. 


‘Phone: 
4575 Central. Bee Page ii. 
MOTORS. * DYNAMOS. 


Victoria Dynamo & Motor Co. 


CRAVEN HOUSE, 


Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 
"Phone: Gerrard 1245. 
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MOTORS. 


T. HARDING CHURTON & CO., LTD., 
Atlas Works, Water Lane, LEEDS. 


SKATOSKALO 
BOILER SCALING TOOLS. 


Sole Maker : 


FRANK GILMAN, 
9, Westfield Road. BIRMINGHAM. 


Ree Advertisement thie week, page xxxvii. 


“EMPIRE” 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL 


POR 
- Pumps, Compressors, Machine Tools. 


ELECTRIC CONTROL, LIMITED, GLASGOW. 


WESTERN-ELECTRIC 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Norfolk House. Victoria Embankment, W.C. 2 
Works: NORTH WOOLWICH, LONDON. E. 


TELEPHONES & CABLES. 


Boe Advertisement Inet week, page xiv. 


CONNOLLY'S (BLACKLEY), La. 


for 
WIRES AND CABLES. 


Bee Advertisement this week, p. lil, 


| WHITE 
Electrical Instrument Co., ftd. 
2, 4 & 6, GLOUCESTER S., 


CLERKENWELL, LONDON, B.C. 1. 
Wire: "Phone: 
Voltograph, London. City, 8660, 


ELECTRIC MOTORS. 


One, Two and Three-Phase. 


BRITTAIN’S ELECTRIC MOTOR Co. 
(Late Langdon-Davies Electric Motor Co.), 
110, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 4. 
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SHUNT REQULATORS. 
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REPAIRS "= MOTOR STARTERS. 


THE SOLENOID REGULATOR CO., 
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GLASGOW. 


— — 
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MOTORS 
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Delivery from Stock up to 60 H.P. 
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TONS 


of SHEET, ROD and TUBING in London 
Stock in various Qualities and numerous Sizes. 
EBONITE-VULCANITE owing 
to its special nature, can only be made 
successfully after many years of experience: . 


ENGLISH 
EDISWAN 
EVERYTHING 
ELECTRICAL 


We have been manufacturing this 
material for NEARLY 70 YEARS. 


. Send us your Enquiries for ANYTHING 
you may require in EBONITE. 


The house of Ediswan is 

the best equipped to deal 

with all enquiries for 
Everything 
Electrical. 


ENTIRELY BRITISH. 


AMERICAN HARD RUBBER CO. 


(BRITAIN), LIMITED, 
"Eboniseth, London.” 13a, Fore Street, 
R LONDON, E. C. 2. 


LVULCANITE | 
ICA«MI CANIT у= 


TELEGRAM8—" MICAYLOR, LONDON." 
INSULATORS FOR EVERY DESCRIPTION OF ELECTRICAL WORK. 


TAYLOR G PETTERS, 1“ 
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CUTTING AND GAUGING OUR SPECIALITY. (The Oldest Established Mioa House In the country.) 
BEST QUALITY MICA ONLY. AND ALL BRITISH. 


ARORA ELECTRIC: FIRE 


The Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd. 
PONDERS END, MIDDLESEX. 
London and Provincial Depots. 


Has given universal satisfaction. 


WHY? Because OUR patented Element is of HEAVY SECTION ond 
has LOW Current Density, yst it GLOWS et e HIGH TEMPERATURE. 


Low Price, Robust, Cheery, Economical. 


Write for List E (Fires & Cookers) to Sole Manufacturere : 


THE ARORA CO., Loughborough. 
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“THE RIGHT TO WORK.” 


IT is sometimes stated that the unwillingness of some 
sections of Labour to work their hardest and increase pro- 
duct'on is due to their disinclination to increase the 
wealth of their employers. We can understand, though we 
do not say justify, that short-sighted attitude. What is 
less easy to understand, and cannot on any ground be 
Justified, is the action of certain sections of Labour in 
preventing thousands of other workers from getting not 
increased wealth, but a living. 

In the course of the House of Commons debate on Trade 
Unionism and unemployed demobilised men, it was stated 
that there were from 350,000 to 400,000 ex-service men now 
unemployed in the United Kingdom. The reasons for this 
are no doubt various, but one of the most deplorable is the 
obstruction which some Trade Unions place in the way of 
the training of these men. The engineering trades of the 
country were never busier, and there is plenty of work ahead, 
so that there is a capability of absorbing a great volume of 
additional labour—if suitably trained. In the case of the 
electrical industry, there is work in prospect for every man 
who is willing to do it—again, if suitably trained. Of the 
hundreds of thousands of fighting men who are now idle, a 
large number are understood to be young men who, while 
yet youths, were called away from their training to join 
the Forces and fight for a vital principle, and incidentally 
for the safety of those who stayed at home —included among . 
their number being a goodly multitude of A.S.E. and E.T.U. 
men. The soldiers vacated places in industry which were to be . 
awaiting them when they returned, and their training was to 
be resumed. What do they find to-day? The way to training 
is blocked—by Trade Union obstruction! and that, not- 
withstanding that many of them are disabled men, whose 
disabilities in the ordinary course should alone have evoked 
consideration. One may criticise a Union asa body without 
any direct personal application of the criticism, and without 
eliciting evidence of an individual conscience, but the 
members of Unions are individuals and have bodies if they 
havenotsouls. Who, then, are these men who are preventing 
their fellows from earning a living? Can it be that there are 
among them some who earned good money in safety at home 
while those whom they autocratically condemn to idleness 
were in the trenches and elsewhere amid all the terrors and 
horrors of bloody war? Who is the enemy now? The 
Huns аге beaten—can, it be that those who defeated them in 
the field now have to count their own kith and kin as 
enemies? While they were over there” they provided 
them with munitions—now they will not let them earn 
their daily bread ! 

There must be some in the ranks of Unionism who have 
blushed for very shame because of this autocratic oppres- 
sion. Trade Unionism has been the means of accomplishing 
great things that nothing else could have accomplished 
for industrial workers—the pity of it is that it is all put 
under a cloud of disgrace by the state of affairs which was 
revealed in the debate of last week. How can the most, 
sympathetic and well-meaning writer refrain from saying 
hard things ? Yet Labour, which uses hard words, is little 
likely to be moved by such. We might appeal to its reason, 
but that, we fear, would also fail. Will an appeal, based 
on the grounds of common humanity and of the inalienable 
right of every man to do work when there is work waiting 
to be done, meet with any greater measure of success ? 
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The electrical and engineering labour organisations 
know well enough that the industries upon which 
their members depend give promise of great develop- 
ment and plenty of emplayment. We deplore along 
with the more humane sections of those organisations that 
in the House of Commons debate, these two trades had 
to be singled out for reference as leading obstructionists. 
For some time Trade Unionism, as we have latterly known 
it, has been on its trial. The jury—the general public— 
has been hearing the arguments and the evidence. Soon it 
will retire to consider its verdict. Happily not all Trade 
- Unionism has been siuning in the matter under considera- 
tion, but there cannot be prodigals in any family without 
the whole sharing in the loss of prestige or reputation. 
Trade Unionism must cleanse and purify itself if it is to 
stand forth a useful and desirable part of the machinery of 
industrial life. 

Pitiless, soulless, despicable, contemptible, and unclean 
thing is this attitude or plan which prevents fighters who 
have saved us in our hour of trial, from fitting themselves for 
settlement again in the ways of industrial peace and 
freedom. Who can recall the processions of years before 
the war, with banners waving, claiming “The Right to 
Work,” without viewing with derision the present attempts 
to deprive one of that right ? 

The Labour Party repudiates the suggestion that the 
Trade Unions are callous or indifferent to the claims of 
the ex-Service men, calls it а “ sheer misrepresentation,” 
and describes the whole discussion as a Coalition publicity 
"stunt" against Labour. Yet it finds it desirable to 
suggest that the Trade Union Congre:s should arrange a 
Joint conference between the several Trade Unions con- 
cerned and the various ex-Service men’s orgauisations, to 
inquire into the whole matter, and prepare schemes for 
absorbing unused labour without detriment " to * present 
industrial standards.” 


SHORTLY after the war broke out, the 
British Fairs Board of Trade organised some very 


and Overseas ioe 
Trade. useful exhibitions of German electrical 


and other goods for the guidance of 


British.manufacturers. We counted it no small privilege 
to be able to contribute with our specialised information 
and knowledge to the preliminary work connected with this 
and other efforts made by Government departments. It 
was one out of many similar contributions that we made 


as а national duty toward the effort to ensure the availability . 


of essential supplies for the purpose of the war, and toward 
the securing of the British trade position after the war. 
Government officials change, and Government Departments 
with them, and in reflective mood we sometimes revel in 
Thomas à Kempis's “testimony of a good conscience 
while civil servants and others take the kudos. Much has 
happened since those early and important exhibitions were 
held. To-day we have firmly established amongst us the 
British Industries Fairs held under the auspices of the 
Board of Trade. The one that is now in full swing 
in three centres of the United Kingdom is a magnificent 
affair. Such parts of it as interest our readers we refer 


to on another page this week. The Birmingham Section is 


one of great value and importance. The Birmingham 


Corporation and the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce. 


have, in collaboration with the Board of Trade, brought 
together a most businesslike collection of British manu- 
factures, and the electrical and allied engineering trades 
have quite a large representation. At the Crystal Palace 
also there is quite a considerable proportion of exhibits 
of electrical apparatus. It is only right and proper 
that this should be so, and we believe that the firms 
which have taken advantage of this opportunity will reap 
dne reward immediately if they wish to do so, and certainly 
later, when they require work mere than they do at tle 
moment. Buyers are bere from the ends of the earth, and 
they will return to their different countries knowing far 
more of British ability than they knew when they came. 

If firms refrain from exhibiting their wares or announcing 
themselves in these days, when all eyes are turned 


to these islands to see whether we are industrially aler, 
purely because they have more orders in hand than they 
can tackle—well, they will have /heir reward, and sill 
deserve it. Wecongratulate the large number of firms which 
have adopted what we regard-as the right policy by making 
this present effective demonstration in presence of the 
overseas buyer. Some of the exhibitors told us as we strolled 
down the chaotic gangways at Birmingham on Friday lait, 
when the erection and setting out of stands was in progress .— 
„We have so much work to do that we did not nei to 
exhibit, 5% —.“ We need not continue—the why and 
wherefore of the action of those busy people is 80 obvious to 
far-sighted men. 


To all users of machinery a precise 
рана understanding of the qualities of the 
lubricating oi! used should be of the first importance, 
Whether it is so in fact, is often open to doubt. At any 
rate, the problem of providing suitable lubricating oil is 
more often than not left for the lubricating-oil manufacturer 
to solve, and it cannot but be said that first-class firms do 
provide a first-class article. That lubricating-oil manu- 
facturers have their heart and soul in the business of 
improving their oils is seen in the recent important 
development which has been receiving the attention of 
some of the more scientific societies, such as the Physical 
Society and the Society of Chemical Industry, although 
there is also a considerable backing of practical experience. 
It is commonly known to large users of lubricating oils that 
a pure mineral oil is of little value as a lubricant, and that 
the essential properties of *'oiliness" are provided by 
mixing varying proportions of a fatty oil with the mineral 
oil, the percentage of fatty oil reaching up to as much а 
20 per cent. For instance, one specification issued by a 
Government Department, for a lubricating oil for internal- 
combustion engines, stipulates 10 per cent. of laid oil to 
90 per cent. of mineral oil. Another specification, for 
marine-engine bearing oils, is 80 per cent. mineral oil and 
20 per cent. fatty oil, the latter being the general propor- 
tion for fast-running machinery under heavy loads. The 
novelty in the development in lubricating-oil blending to 
which we have referred is the use of from 0'2 to 2 per cent. 
of a fatty acid, instead of, say, 20 per cent. of a fatty oil, 
with the mineral oil, and practical experiments over 18 months, 
especially in large ships, bave proved that a mineral oil 
with & fractional percentage of fatty acid is capable of doing 
the same work as an oil containing 20 per cent. of fatty oil. 
The patent for this method of blending lubricating oils was 
applied for on February 5th, 1918, but owing to the war 
conditions, the publication of the patent, was naturally pro- 
hibited ; but the Admiralty carricd ont experiments, and 
the value of the process is testified to by Mr. Arnold Philip. 
the Admiralty chemist. These teste, and others, have 
shown conclusively that the substitution of this small per- 
centage of fatty acid does reduce the frictional coefficient 
of bearings in the same degree, compared with a straight 
mineral oil, as, say, 20 per cent. of fatty oil. The question 
at the moment seems to be discussed mainly for the 
theoretical interest which the new process bas in relation to 
the much discussed problem of *'oiliness," but as to the 
practical result no doubt can be raised. 
An interesting point is whether and to what extent this 
will reduce the cost of lubricating oils. Perhaps to the lubri- 
cant manufacturer there will be considerable savings in that 
he will have his fatty oils for other purposes, but upon the 
question of cheapening lubricating oils to the user, by the 
adoption of this new process, called the Germ process 
(for no very conclusive reason, by tbe way, because no germ 
enters into the process as might be inferred), nothing has 
been said. Nor have we yet been told whether the results 
are merely equivalent to the use of the very much larger 
percentage of fatty oils. A curious feature noticeable from 
the figures of tests is that up to 0'5 per cent. of fatty acid, 
there is a marked reduction of the frictional coefficient, but 
beyond that and up to 2 per cent., the further reduction 18 
not so pronounced. In any case, this new development 18 
one of considerable interest to all users of machinery. 
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A VISIT TO THE CHLORIDE ACCUMULATOR WORKS. 


Now that aecumnlators are used to such a large extent 
for the propulsion of electric vehicles and industrial 
trucks, as well as for lighting, starting, and ignition 
purposes on petrol vehicles, much interest is being shown id 
their production. One of the most successful makes of 
accumulators on tne market is that produced by the 
Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd., at whose works at 
Clifton Junction, near Manchester, we spent a most 
interesting and instructive day last week. | 

. When, seven years ago, there arose à demand for storage 
batteries for automobile starting, lighting, and ignition, 
this company, which was formed in 1889 and commenced 
operations in 1893, undertook to develop accumulators for 
this purpose. Extensive additions and alterations have 
recently been made to the works to enable them to cope 
with the heavy demand ; the works, fig. 1, cover an area 
of 10 acres, employ over 600 workers, and to-day there are 
1,110,000 “ Exide“ batteries giving satisfaction in motor- 
car service. Jn addition to manufacturing, this com- 
pany is further serving its customers by maintaining an 


converts the material of the positives into brown peroxide 
of lead, and that of the negatives into grey spongy lead. 
Fig. 4 shows the forming shop where this process is carried 
out. Both the positive and negative plates are provided 
with an extension lug, and are so assembled that all the 
positive lugs come at one side of the jar, and all the 


.negative lugs at the other, thus enabling each set to be 


burned together with а connecting strap, giving one 

itive and one negative pole. The burning is done by a 

ydrogen flame, and all the hydrogen and oxygen used in 
the works is generated on the premises. 

When the positive and negative groups are assembled, 
the adjoining plates are kept out of contact by means of 
wood separators ribbed on the side against the positive. The 
separators are made of tough wood, from which harmful 
substances are removed by a special treatment. It is 
found that when wood separators are used, about 10 per 
cent. greater capacity can be obtained than when glass rods 
are used. Further, an important point is that the wood 
absorbs the electrolyte, and therefore, even when the cell is 


Fig. 1.—THE CHLORIDE ACCUMULATOR WORKS AT CLIFLON JUNCTION, NEAR MANCHESTER. 


organisation which makes it easy for a car-owner to obtain 
a battery, or any help, information, renewals, or repairs, 
when such are necessary. 4 

It is not always realised that an “ Exide” auto-battery, 


which measures 12$ in. long., 73 in. wide, by 94 in. high, 


and weighs only 63:5 lb., can deliver over two million foot- 
pounds of energy, and that when cranking an engine it 
must often develop power at the rate of over 2 elec- 
trical H.P. Further, to be successful, it must do its 
work unfailingly, and at temperatures ranging from below 
zero to 100? F. 

The positive and negative plates of these batteries are of 
the same general design as those used in the well-known 
vehicle batteries. 
(antimony) supports the active material in the form of a 
series of vertical strips held between the grid bars and locked 
in place by horizontal surface ribs, which are staggered on 
the opposite sides. After the grids are cast they are pasted 
with oxides of lead, made into a paste of special composi- 
tion, which sets in drying like cement. Figs. 2 and 8 show 
the interiors of the plate-casting and moulding shops. The 
plates then go through an electrochemical process, which 


A grid made of a stiff lead alloy - 


inverted, the circuit is not broken; 50 per cent. of the 
normal output, or, in other words, the full discharge for 
half the time, can be obtained when in this position. This 
is a useful feature in certain cases, as, for instance, in 
miner’s and other hand-lamps. 

The cell container is a rubber jar of special composition, 
which will withstand vibration without breakage. The 
plates rest on stiff ribs in the bottom of the jar, fig. 6, 
allowing space for the accumulation of sediment. For 
railway train lighting batteries special glass boxes have 
proved to be superior to the old wood boxes lined with 
lead, which give trouble due to corrosion. With the 
glass box it is also possible to see what is going on 
inside without opening up the cell Ebonite and 
celluloid boxes are also provided; in the former case 
nothing but pure water should be added to the electrolyte, 
but in the latter the acid should be changed about once 
a year. 

"A special feature is the method of making a tight seal 
where the post goes through the cover (fig. 6). The strap 
post has an alloy collar which supports the jar cover, a soft 
rubber gasket being placed between. The post is threaded 


260 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. vol. 86. No. 2,205, FEBRUARY 27, 1920. 


where it comes through the cover, and the sealing nut 
clamps the cover tight, the rubber gasket making an 
effective seal. н 

From the illustrations (fig. 7) of the non-flooding ven 
and filling plug, it will be seen that it provides both a 
vented stopper (vents F,G, H) and an automatic device for 
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Fies. 2 AND 3 (ABOVE).—CASTING AND MOULDING SHOPS. 


the prevention of over-filling and flooding. In a simple 
and effective manner, the amount of water that can be put 
into the cells is limited to the exact amount needed to 
replace that lost by evaporation. This is accomplished by 
means of the hard rubber valve (A) within the battery 
cover and with which the tip of the filling plug (E) engages, 
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FIG, 6.—SECTION OF “ EXIDE” AUTO-BATTERY. 


as shown in the illustrations. The action of removing the 
plug (&) turns this valve (4), closing the air passage (BB), 
and forming an air-tight chamber (c) in the top of the cell. 
When water is poured in, it cannot rise in this air space (C) 
so as to fill the cell completely. As soon asthe proper level 


is reached, the water rises in the filling tube (D) and gives a 
positive indication that sufficient water has been added. 
Should; however, the filling be continued, the excess will be 
pure water only, not acid. Оп replacing the plug (E), the 
valve (A) is automatically turned, opening the air passages 
(BB), and leaving the air chamber (c) available for the 
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FIGS. 4 AND 5 (BELOW). —FORMING AND CHARGING SHOPS. 


expansion of the solution, which occurs when the battery 
is working. 

The works are electrically driven throughout ; the total 
load on the generating station which is situated on the 
premises i8 about 4,000 amperes at 100 volts. Energy is 


Sectional View of Cover Plug in Place. Valve (A) In Post- 
tion to Allow Free Escape of Gas Through Passages (BB) 


Sectional View of Cover, Plug Removed. Air Passages (BB) — 
Closed. and , Valve (A) in Position to Prevent Overflliád ae 
7 е "20M . wht + ; 24 " insu e. * N 4 


FI. 7.—NON-FLOODING VENT AND PLUG. 


purchased from the public supply and converted ; part is 
generated on the premises, but the steam plant is mainly 
regarded as a stand-by. A Mather & Platt automatic pump 
capable of dealing with 1,000 gallons of water per minute, 
and some 4,000 sprinklers distributed throughout the 
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works buildings, have been installed as a means of fighting 
fire. Adjacent to the battery charging shop (fig. 5) is a 
converter room equipped with a 66-Kw. Phoenix motor 
generator, and the necessary switchgear for charging the 
completed accumulators. On the left of fig. 5 will be 
seen automobile batteries under charge, while on the right 
will be seen larger batteries as used in British submarines. 
It is of interest to note that during the war one firm alone 
was building submarines at the rate of one per month, all 
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HYDROMETER. 


Fia. 8.—NON-SPILLABLE 
ACOUMULATOR. 


of which were equipped with Chloride batteries for under- 
water propulsion. These batteries weigh 150 tons each, 
and are composed of 882 cells, each weighing just under 
$ ton. The firm has received an unsolicited testimonial 
from the Admiralty, testifying to the high quality of 
batteries supplied during the war period. The firm’s entire 
output was absorbed by the Admiralty, and there has not 
been a single recorded case of a battery. failing, although 
the conditions to be fulfilled were severe, the submarines 
being required to remain submerged for 24 hours at 
а time. 

The cell illustrated in fig. 8 represents an advance in 
portable accumulator manufacture. The rigours of war 


service, especially on aeroplanes and for field telegraph pur- 
poses, demanded a cell from which no acid could escape in 
whatever position the cel] was placed. The construction of 
the lid with the chambers attached, whilst allowing free 
exit for the gas, prevents the acid in any way exuding 
through the vent hole. This type of accumulator was 
adopted by the Ministry of Munitions after exhaustive teats, 
and many thousands were supplied for military, naval, and 
aero use during the war period. | 

For greater convenience a hydrometer syringe, fig. 9, has 
been produced, in which the hydrometer is placed inside & 
larger glass tube provided with a rubber bulb on the top 
and a suitable nozzle on the lower end. By squeezing the 
bulb, inserting the nozzle into the electrolyte and releasing 
the bulb, electrolyte is drawn up into the glass tube and 
floats the hydrometer. The reading is taken at the surface 
of the electrolyte, and when there is no compression on the 
bulb. Since electrolyte expands when heated, ita specific 
gravity is affected by a change of temperature, i. e., 0001 for 
each three deg. rise orfall. Since the change of temperature 
does not alter the actual strength of the electrolyte, chang- 
ing ita density only, the gravity reading should be corrected 
one point for each three deg. change in temperature. For 
convenience 70 F. is considered as normal, from which 
point the corrections are made. For the convenience of the 
user, a thermometer has been designed with a special scale 
on which the amount of correction is indicated. This is on 
the opposite side of the mercury column and parallel to the 
temperature scale ; that is, opposite to the temperature 70° 
is figure 0, showing that no correction is made at that 
temperature ; three deg. below 70° is shown minus 1, indi- 
cating that the gravity should be corrected at that tempera- 
ture by deducting one point; three deg. above 70° is shown 
plus 1, which indicates that the ‘gravity at that temperature 
should be corrected by adding one point to the reading, as 
shown by the hydrometer. | | 

Another handy device supplied by this firm is the carbon 
electrode holder for re-burning battery connectors. : The 
advantage of the outfit lies in the fact that a spare 6-volt 
battery can be used as the source of supply for thie opera- 
tion, rendering unnecessary the use of further accessory 
apparatus, like the hydrogen generator. 5 

In conclusion, we have to thank the Chloride Electrical 
Storage Co., Ltd., and the members of its staff, for the 
cordial manner in which we were received and shown over 
the works at the time of our visit. | 


A NEW THERMIONIC VACUUM TUBE. 


By JOHN SCOTT-TAGGART,. 
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Тнв present writer evolved the type of vacuum tube 
described below at the works of the Edison Swan Electric 
Co., Ltd., while carrying out some experiments on grid 
control during September, 1919. As is well known, the 
usual modern three-electrode valve consists of a filament 
surreunded by a cylindrical anode, a helical grid being 
placed between filament and anode. A positive potential 
on the grid will produce an increase in the anode cur- 
rent, while a negative potential will produce a decrease. 

The writer’s valve is illustrated in fig. 1, p. 262. As 
will be seen, the form and relative positions of the elec- 
trodes are novel. The filament F is vertically arranged, 
the top support being a nickel-iron spring which keeps 
the filament taut when the latter is incandescent. The 
anode takes the form of a small metal plate placed prefer- 
ably at a considerable distance from r. The control elec- 
trode, corresponding to the grid of an ordinary valve, 
takes the form of a metal plate а, preferably of larger 
‘dimensions than P and situated within a few milli- 
metres of the filament r. The particular valve with 
which the curves, fig. 2, were taken possessed the follow- 
ing dimensions: plate P 10 mm. by 10 mm. by 0.008 in. 
nickel sheet; plate a 22 mm. by 10 mm. by 0.008 in. 
nickel sheet; filament » crimped, 25 mm. by 2.3 mils, 
tungsten ; distance Р to P 9 mm.; distance F to a 2 mm. 


. from F. 


A series of characteristic curves are shown in fig. 2, 
and illustrate the effect of the control electrode potential 
on the anode current to P. It will be seen from the 
curves A, B, and C that the vacuum tube operates in 
a very similar manner to an ordinary three-electrode 
valve; that is to say, an increase of control potential 
causes an increase of anode current, while the reverse 
applies if the control potential is decreased. It will 
be noticed that the portions of the curves lying to the 
left of the ordinate through zero potential on the control 
electrode are very regular and similur to those obtained 
with an ordinary valve. The bends at the lower ends of 
the curves are present, as usual. When, however, the 
control electrode is made positive, we notice that the 
curves commence to lean over rapidly to the right. 
This is attributable to the fact that G is now drawing 
to itself à considerable portion of the electrons emitted 
A milliammeter in the о circuit corroborates 
this assumption. This effect is far more marked than 
in the case of an ordinary valve, since the plate is more 
suitable for the absorption of electrons. The G current, 
however, does not build up immediately, but only be- 
comes important when the о potential is higher than 
about +2 volts. We consequently see why the anod- 
current curves of fig. 2 only commence to lean over 
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the right when the control potential passes +2 volts. 
To the right of the zero ordinate, the curves, it will be 
noticed, become less regular. When the control poten- 
tials reach higher values than those shown, the anode 
currents reach a saturation value, and then begin to de- 
crease. This effect is shown in fig. 2 by the D curve, 
obtained by applying 75 volts to the anode and lessening 
the filament current from 0.7 amp. to 0.6 amp. The 
maximum anode current is reached at S. As the control 
electrode is given higher positive potentials, the anode 
current falls. Electrons which formerly went to the 
anode sre now being drawn to the control electrode. 
It will be seen from the curves that an increase of anode 
potential displaces the anode current curve bodily to 


FIG. 1.—New THERMIONIC Vacuum TUBE. 


the left. In several other ways, the curves obey laws 
similar to those governing the characteristics of valves 
having grids placed between filament and anode. 

It might at first be thought that the result of placing 
the control electrode behind the filament would be that 
an increase of control potential would partially neutra- 
lise the attraction of the anode, and so cause a decrease 
of anode current. This is what happens in the case of a 
valve deacribed by Mr. J. Erskine-Murray, but the verv 
opposite occurs in the writer’s type of valve, which 
operates in the normal way. We may explain the action 
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Fig. 2.—CHARACTERISTIC CURVES. 


of the valve as follows: The filament ғ working at, say, 
0.7 amp.. i» emitting a certain number of electrons per 
second. The anode P is capable of drawing to itself a 
certain proportion of these electrons. The remainder 
would be wasted, and would float around the filament 
' und the inside of the bulb, especially behind the filament. 
These spare electrons would constitute a negative space- 


charge around the filament, and would tend to lessen 
the number of electrons passing to the anode. The 
eflect now of applying a negative voltage to the control 
electrode с would be to repel many of the free elec- 
trons back into the neighbourhood of the filament, and 
so concentrate the space-charge; this in turn would 
lessen the anode current. When the control electrode : 
positive it will attract to itself most of the electro! 
constituting the space charge, and so cause an increa:e 
in the anode current. It is also certain that the elec- 
trostatic field of the control electrode extends itself o 
the other side of the filament, and this helps to explai 1 
the action of the valve. 

A special condition is showy in the D curve. Tl: 
anode current is now saturated, and practically all the 
electrons emitted from the filament are being drawn to 
the anode. By placing a positive potential on the con- 
trol electrode an opposing attraction will be exerted on 
electrons actually on their way, or intending to proceed, 
to the anode. These electrons will be deflected to the 
control electrode, and the anode current will suffer in 
consequence. The anode current curve, therefore, falls, 
and it is to be noted that in this valve the anode current 
only decreases with an increase of control potential, 
when the latter potential is positive, and when the sum 
of the anode and control electrode currents is equal to 
the total emission from the filament. The same effect 
is obtainable with an ordinary valve, but the compara- 
tively sharp bend at S is far more marked in the case 
of the writer's valve. This is easily explained by the 
fact that с is a large metal plate, far more capable of 
absorbing a large electron current than a very fine wire 
open helix. 

Judging from the curves given, the amplification 
obtainable with this valve is not as high as im the case 
of the more usual pattern, although the actual results 
in a three-valve amplifier were almost as good. The 
representative point should preferably move only along 
the left-hand portion of the curve. The valve operates 
well as a detector, the point S being especially suitable 
for strong signals, both half oscillations producing a 
decrease of anode current. The vacuum tube also 
operates excellently as an oscillator and self-heterodyne 
receiver with 100 volts on the anode and 6 volts across 
the filament. No doubt, the characteristics and general 
properties of the valve could be greatly improved by 
further research on the sizes and relative positions of 
the electrodes. 


COAL-PIT TO CONSUMER. 
By “INTERESTED.” 


IN the columns of the ELECTRICAL Review somewhere 
ubout the year 1910 I urged that riverside electricity 
works in particular, „апа other coal consumers situated 
alongside the river generally, should come to some ar- 
rangement as ship owners enabling them to purchase 
coal f.o.b. at the most convenient coalfield seaport, an! 
to bring the fuel right up river alongside their own 
works without any further transhipping or handling. 
Had such a scheme come into operation about that time, 
or become a reality prior to the war—if only confine 
to the few electricity generating stations near or on th: 
river bank—how many extra thousands of pounds would 
have been saved to those undertakings! 

That period during the war, when shipping was beiny 
destroyed on a large scale week bv week, was makin'; 
—and eventually did make—the idea of coastal вса- 
borne coal an impossibility owing to high freightage. 
Yet, during the whole of that period, one of our enter- 
prising rivals calmly used his ship regularly carrying 
the precious fuel, thereby continuing in a higher decree 
that saving which was arranged for a few years earlier. 

No doubt many readers will recall the s.s. Wandle 
coming up the river Thames after a smart and successf лі 
encounter with an enemy submarine. 1 could not sup- 
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press a smile some days afterwards when the newspaper 
report of that encounter reached me, giving an account 
of the voyage; and wondered if such publicity given in 
the daily Press, and the advertisement thus given to 
the idea of coal coming up under bridges without further 
unloading and barging, would then awaken that par- 
ticular latent business bump in the minds of many 
riverside works managers. Perhaps not. Anyway, I put 
it to all interested that there is money in the idea, and 
the recent information given me that certain business 
men who are not directly concerned as coal consumers 
are seriously considering the advisability of purchasing 
a fleet of small steamers for the purpose of dealing with 
this scheme, serves to show that more than one man is 
ulive to the possibilities. Why do not the actual coal 
consumers step in and become ship-owners, and thereby 
take all the profits? 

Ships ure at a premium—and never more worth that 
premium than at the present day. Good Welsh through 
and through coal can be purchased at the pit somewhere 
in the region of 27s. 6d. per ton, which, when the 4s. 
duty is added, makes the figure 318. 6d. per ton, and 
by comparison with the prices ranging in London for 
delivery alongside by barge, or to the handy railway 
siding, the amount per ton out of which to effect a 
saving is the very considerable figure of about 12s. 6d. 
This, of course, refers to rail-borne coal. Current 
rates for sea-borne fuel put that manner of carriage 
at the moment out of the question. 

Certain difficulties there are, I know, to be overcome; 
all the stronger reason for those difficulties to be 
promptly tackled and surmounted at once. Worse were 
taken in hand during the war, with excellent results. 

The question of carrying coal from the pits to the 
situation of the works where actual consumption takes 
place is not one confined to the river Thames, but 
applies equally well to other parts of the country, and 


places around the coast. 


. ance of 10s. per ton off bunker coal. 


Railway charges are on the 
increase, and shipping rates likewise present a reflec- 
tion of nothing but increase, notwithstanding the allow- 
 Ship-owners say 
we are paying because of high wages and demand. 
Owing to the ship shortage, which shows no sign of 
ultering in the near future, high freights are secured 
for a long time to come. Obviously the procedure to 
enable consumers to effect а saving is to become their 
own carriers. 

Considering these persistent T increasing high 
charges for carrying coal in conjunction wrth the large 
profits that are being made by shipping firms, is not this 
an appropriate time for large coal consumers whose 
works are favourably situated, and who at the present 
day pay harshly for cartage, seriously to consider if some 
arrangement can be made upon the lines here suggested 
for reducing their costs by taking a good proportion 
of the profits now going into the pockets of the ship 
and barge owners, and at the same time assisting to re- 
duce the congestion of our railways, also thereby placing 
themselves in a position more or less free from the worry 
and trouble of strikes? This is a big question, and, I 
am sure, a profitable one. 

The mass of material and goods daily barged up our 
rivers to premises alongside or near the banks leads one 
to consider whether this question of what might be 
termed small ship holdings would not prove a paying 
one to businesses other than large coal consumers, which, 
at the present time, are paying heavily for continual 
unloading from ships and reloading into lighters, and 
the consequent lighterage. At the time the bridge was 
built across the Thames at Kew, granite used in its 
construction came round the coast up river to the spot, 
without transhipment. That was a good piece of busi- 
ness, and if one such instance ensures a saving, why 
not others, especially to consistent users of barges? 


' 


THE BRITISH 


Ox Monday last this Fair, for which great preparations 
have been in progress for some time past, was opened 
in three sections, namely, in London at the Crystal 
Palace, at Birmingham (Castle Bromwich), and at 
Glasgow (the Kelvin Hall of Industries). The displays 
are on a large scale, and they are being visited by many 
thousands of visitors from overseas. The Fairs remain 
open until March 5th, so that readers who have not al- 
readv made arrangements for attending whichever of 
the three they are specially interested in should do so at 
once. This week we must be content with giving a list 
of the electrical and allied firms who are exhibiting. 
with a word or two to indicate the gener&l character of 
their exhibits. Fuller reference to matters of interest 
will appear in later issues. 


LONDON. 


The Fair which was opened at the Crystal Palace, 
London, on Monday, is by far the largest and most im- 
portant of its kind that has yet been held, and, more- 
over, although the Palace is the largest exhibition build- 
ing in the world, it has proved too small for the demands 
that have been made upon it ; as long ago as last October 
only 80 per cent. of the applications could be granted, 
and applications have continued to come in daily ever 
since that date. The gangways of the Fair as organised 
measure 34 miles in length, and the stand frontage 
amounts to no less than five miles. Admirable arrange- 
ments have been made for the comfort of the buyers and 
exhibitors, and special services of trains bring the 
Palace within 15 minutes of the City and West End. 
No fewer than 150,000 invitations to visit the London 


INDUSTRIES FAIR. 


section of the Fair have been issued by the Board of 
Trade, of which one-third have been sent to firms abroad. 


A perambulation of the show, which comprises well 
over 1,000 stands and 19 trades, subdivided into 
about 330 classes of exhibits, produces a deep 
impression on the mind of the visitor. The 
general excellence of finish of the wonderfully varied 
exhibits, the care with which the space available has 
been utilised to the utmost, and the. businesslike ar- 
rangement of the individual stands, do the greatest 
credit to the official organisers and to the exhibitors 
alike; there is a marked difference between the Fair 
and an ordinary exhibition laid out to attract the public 
as well as the tradesinan. The Palace is one gigantic 
shop, crammed with attractive wares laid out in most 
effective fashion, and if to deserve success is to command 
it, success is assured. 


The exhibits of electrical interest do not bulk so 
largely in this section of the triple Fair as at Birming- 
ham, but what there are, are very good. They are 
mainly associated with dry batteries and pocket lamps, 
electrical glass-ware and reflectors, small accessories, 
X-rays, telegraphs, clocks, and toys. 


Stand No. 


Ball & Brockhurst, electric clocks ... .. А 
Joseph Bourne & Son, Ltd., insulators and battery jars | C38 
British Ever-Ready Co., Ltd., dry cells and batteries, 


pocket and hand lamps <. . R3I 
British Glass Wool Со., Ltd., glass wool . ps . GM 
Burtles, Tate, Ltd., glassware for lighting M Se. LEM 


A. Chase & Co., Ltd., electrical novelties ... 6 

Clifford Bros., Ltd., electrical fittings, lampholders, 
switches abs 905 M M e a .. P9 

Corgran Co., electrical toys 


Dubilier Condenser Co., Ltd., electrical toys. Р? 


2 г йт em 
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| : * .. Btand No. 
Кеш & Leith Flint Glass Co. eine lamp bulbs, 


Doulton & Co., Ltd., porcelain and ‘stoneware PR Fij & ЕЗІ 

Efandem Co., Ltd. ‚ dry batteries, lamp cases, and lamps Rll 

Gratham Manufacturing Co., electrical apparatus, tele 
graph keys, sounders, battery lighting sets, toys. B12 


Henry Harvey & Co., electric light reflectors  ... .. P31 
Hughes Label Co., Ltd., name plates and labels .. . H40 
Newton & Wright, Ltd., X-ray and electromedical ap- 
paratus vt E4 
Orbit Electrical Co., Ltd., dry batteries in A64 
James Pitkin & Co., Ltd., electric chronographs, tele- 
graphs, telegraph instruments, e instru- 
ments ve EI 
Remoline Co., dry batteries, pocket lamps, toys .. A387 
Rose Bros., dry batteries, electrical toys ... B21 
Semaphore Engineering Co., Ltd., dry batteries, pocket 
lamps . A39 
Henry G. Richardson & Sons, glass electric fittings e. Е 
Siemens Brothers & Co., Ltd., primary cells of all types, 
dry cells and batteries M P3 


Silent Electric Clock Co., Ltd., electric clocks and elec- 
trically controlled mechanisms for time e L73 
The Sim, Ltd., electrical toys ... is ... Alloa 
Vulco Manufacturing Co., accumulators, Coils, &c. ... B107 
John Walsh Walsh, lighting glassware and electric bulbs G25 
Thos. Webb & Sons, Ltd., ornamental glassware, electric 


lamp bulbs... . Fe 
Wood Brothers Glass Co., Ltd. | glassware, X- -ray ‘bulbs 
F10 РІЗ 
A. C. Cossor, Ltd., incandescent electric lamps, X-ray ` 
tubes, wireless valves, vacuum pumps .. Dla 
Marconi’s Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd., wireless tele- `= 


graph apparatus, direction finders, detectors, valves, 


BIRMINGHAM. 

Froni the electrical point of view, the show at Bir- 
mingham is the most important of the three. Castle 
Bromwich is only two stations out from New Street, 
and additional services of trains and motor 'buses run 
while the Fair is on. The aerodrome buildings adjoin 
the railway station. There are three buildings filled with 
exhibits, and the display is a thoroughly businesslike 
affair, a credit to the municipality and to the Birming- 
ham Chamber of Commerce, who have taken the matter 
up so enthusiastically, and to the general manager, Mr. 
Charles Stanley. Those who have not time to visit all 
three cities will bear in mind that it is at Birmingham, 
and Birmingham alone, that they will be able to see 
the exhibits of electric lighting and heating manufac- 
tures, switches and switchgear, accumulators, vacuum 
cleaners, general hardware, tools, metal goods, motor 
accessories, weighing machines, and. other goods of 
similar character. ‘The greater number of electrical 
stands are in Building A," and they will be found 
conveniently grouped at one end of the hall, or not far 
away therefrom. The catalogue is a finely prepared 
work, well worthy of the occasion, and it will doubtless 


be preserved by many colonia! and foreign visitors for 
future reference. 


The following firms are exhibiting in Building A :— 


Premier Electric Heaters, Ltd., electric cooking and 
heating apparatus . 1 
Sun Electrical Co., Ltd. electric fires, heating and cook- 
ing apparatus, switchgear, lighting п; acces- 
sories, Фс. ee 3 
Bulpitt & Sons, Ltd., the '' Better-Skeem ” system of 
electric localised lighting, electric lighting fittings, 


lanterns, &c. ie 5 v 4 
Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd., storage batteries 

for use in country house lighting T 15 
Latholite Insulators, Ltd., moulded electrical insulators, : 

electric lighting accessories 17 


Donovan & Co., factory and domestic electrical appara- 
tus, switchgear, motor starters, electrical accessories, 
lamps, bells, telephones, &c. À new апше in 
conduit sw itches is shown here ЄХ 20 
David Shanks & Co., Ltd., electric light fittings ... 5; 21 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.. dry cells for all purposes, 
electric lamps, signs, electric light reflectors, elec- 
tric irons, kettles, and radiators m: 09 
Win. Soutter & Sons, Ltd., electric licht fittings H 93 
General Electric Co., Ltd., electric light fittings, switch- 
gear, wires and cables, telephones, medical ap- 
paratus, vacuum cleaners, cooking and des IDE 
appliances, radiators, measuring instruments, &&. 24 


Stand No. 


Edison & Swan Electric Light Co., Ltd., бесе light | 
fittings and accessories, switchgear, wires 


cables, conduit, bells, batteries, &c.  ... 35 
Sperryn & Co., Ltd., electric light fixtures and acces. 

sories Ж 
Chas. Joyner & Co., Ltd., electric light fittings, An- 

gelus electric heating stoves ... 39 
Ingram & Kemp, Ltd., electroliers and ‘other electric 

light fittings 998 40 
Player & Mitchell, Ltd., chips“ ‘electric light fittings e. 11 


Benjamin Electric, Ltd., industrial lighting fittings, 
street lighting fittings, hand lamps, lighting acces- 
sorles, battery horns for motor cars ... 42 

Ward & Goldstone, Ltd., small generating sets and 
equipment for house lighting, electric wires, wiring 


system, &c. ... ке) bs 43 
Birmingham Guild, Ltd., electric light fittings " .. 43a 
J. H. Tucker & Co., Ltd., tumbler switches, and various 

electrical fittings and accessories, switchboards and . 

switchgear : 223 sah. "onus 43 
C. J. Thursfield & Co., Ltd., electric light fitting 46 


Rex Import Co., Ltd., the Rex Torrington ” electric 
cleaner, electric clothes washers, electric hair 
brushes, &c. ... 8 - . 41 

J. Dugdill & Co., patent electric fittings e 50 

J. A. Crabtree & (ore Ltd., tumbler switches, and other 
accessories. for electric lighting. heating, cooking, 


car ignition, &. ... "S ae i.e a .. ova 
Best & Lloyd, Ltd., electric light fittings, electrie . 

heaters, &c. >, 5 pos 5 Е: еа С 51 
Robinson & Hands Electrical Co., Ltd., fuseboards, 


lampholders, tumbler switches, &c. ... "Mm 53 
Midland Electric Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Ironclad 


switches and switch and fuse gear .. 50 
F. & C. Osler, Ltd., electric light fittings in metal and 
crystal glass ae 57 
Etna Lighting & Heating Co., Ltd., electric lighting 
installation work for factories, country houses, &. 58 
Tok Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Tok rotary snap switches 52 
Jackson Electric Stove Co., Ltd., various electric cook- 
ing and heating apparatus „ ak 63 
Venner Time Switches, Ltd., automatic time switches 64 
Improved Solidite Co., Ltd., substitute for ebonite, | 
vulcanised fibre, porcelain, &c. ... Й jv dus 65 
Semaphore Engineering Co., Ltd., dry batteries for 
various work, lighting sets for motor cycles, &c. 66 
Austin Motor Co., Ltd., " Autoplant " electric generat- 
ing plant *. 09 
May & Padmore, Ltd., and Bastian Electric Heater Co. 5 
Bastian electric fire and heaters, electric furnaces, 
ovens, and flat irons, electrically heated water 
tanks "e 5s 71 & 71a 
Monometer | Manufacturing Co. (1918), Ltd., melting | 
furnaces, &c. T * 72 
Jas. Hinks & Son, Ltd., lighting fittings . - 78 
Samuel Heath & ‘Sons, ' Ltd., electrical fittings ‘and ac- 
cessories е bbs 81 
Burners, Ltd., electric light fittings, ‘fire surrounds for 
electric radiators 8 aii es 
Edgar A. J. Hooper, Ltd., electric light fittings DA а 89 
Berry's Electric, Ltd., б Magicoal" electric fires  ... 102 
Thomas R. Carpenter, Ltd., electric light fittings  ... 104 
Falkirk Iron Co., Ltd., electric heating and cooking 
apparatus —. 194 
Burt, Escarè & Dennelle, Ltd., “electric light fittings .. 184 
Daisy Vacuum Cleaner Co., Ltd., electric vacuum 
cleaners 150 
Birmingham Private Telephone (New System) Co., 
Ltd., automatic intercommunication telephones and 
other telephone apparatus... v .. 151 
Electric Appliances Co., Ltd., vacuum cleaners . 157 


Federation of British Industries (Information Bureau) 163 
Thermal Syndicate, Ltd., ‘* Vitreosil ” кше for 


electric lighting, lamp shades ... 164 
Peyton & Peyton, Ltd. (and others), e electric light 

fittings as 168 
J. G. Cracknell & Co., electric vacuum cleaners ... . 171 
Watertight Fittings, Ltd., electric lamp fittings ... .. 174 
Changeable Sign Co., Ltd., illuminated electric signs. 182a 


Exhibitors in Building B :— 
Henry Wiggin & Co., Ltd., electrical resistance wire 
and tapes, nickel rs "p .. 185 
Vickers, Ltd., Cosmos electric lamps, electric irons, 
kettles, radiators, wires and cables, engineers’ small 
tools, sewing machines, &с. .. 206 to 211 
A large number of firms are showing drop forgings for 
electrical, automobile, aircraft, and other work, and 
the Association of Drop Forgers and Stampers is 


represented . 212 to 236 
London Electric Wire Co. & ‘Smiths, Ltd., wires and 

cables for electrical apparatus ... 337 
Electrical Conduits, Ltd., tubes and fittings for electrical 

installation work in buildings, ships, &c. .. 235 


'The Cold Rolled Brass and Copper Association, the Brass 
Wire Association, the Brazed Brass Tube Associa- 
tion, the Brasg and Copper Tube Association, and 
the Nickel Silver Association ы 049 to 247 
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Stand No. 
Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd., brass rods and wire, phoe- 
phor bronze wire, &. EM v ET .. 958 
Chas. Clifford & Son, Ltd., brass rods and wire, &c. ... 261 
(And many other brass and copper firms.) 


W. & T. Avery, Ltd., weighbridges and weighing 
inachines E ves К M T P . 352 
H. C. Slingsby, trucks, ladders, &c. EN Ws .. 855 
Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd., steel piping, tramway poles, 
boiler tubes, Ke. x: A M Ж .. 358 
Hunt & Mitton, steam fittings тя a wie . 360 
: Gledhill-Brook Time Recorders, Ltd., time recorders ... 364 
National Time Recorder Co., Ltd., time recorders *. 378 
British Time Recorder Co., Ltd., time recorders .., .. 382 
Relay Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd., relay automatic 
telephone system ss gat” shen oe 2 .. 383 
Simoon Engineering Co., l.td.,- p.c. electric motors, 
motor generators, ironclad switchgear ix . 384 
Vislok, Ltd., safety locknut ... en ЖА - .. 389 
British Engineers’ Association 406 


Alloy Welding Processes, Ltd., A. W. P. electric arc 
welding plant 2e i NA uP = — 407 
Consolidated Pneumatic ‘Tool Co., Ltd., electric drills 


and other tools : 4X0 
Exhilitors in Building . — 
Association of British Driving Chain Manufacturers . 461 
May & Padinore, Ltd., Bastian electric fire and heaters, 
electric furnaces, electrically heated water tanks ... 468 
Best & l.loyd, Ltd., electric fittings and heaters ... .. 477 
W. Canning & Co., dynamos for electro-plating, &c. ... 485 
Vacuum Oil Co., Ltd., lubricants . 493 


Industrial Appliances, Ltd., Railodok “ electric truck 503 
Western Electric Co., Ltd., Electric trucks, telephones, 


and telephone switchboards ... гас En .. 511 
British Ever-Ready Co., Ltd., electric cycle lamps and 

electric motor car accessories ... nee wit .. 525 
Sphinx Manufacturing Co., sparking plugs with bar- 

type electrodes | 527 


Lucas Electrical Co., Ltd., Thomson- Bennett magnetos, 
Lucas '" Magdyno”’ combined lighting and ignition 


set for motor cycles - En и г e. 590 
Greenwood & Batley, ‘‘ Bipol’’ accumulators, portable 
electric lighting apparatus, charging equipment. 333 
British Lighting & Ignition Co., Ltd., * Ble” mag- 
netos  .. Ж э Us Ке oes - . 346 
Pinchin, Johnson & Co., Ltd., enamels, varnishes, &c. 
f 564 & 571 
Frederick Crane Chemical Co., Ltd., lacquers for electric 
lamps, varnishes, enamels, &c. ... bs Ри . 369 
GLASGOW. 


The Glasgow Fair has been organised by the Corpora- 
tion with the support of the Board of Trade. This is 


Glasgow's third Fair and the largest it has yet held. 
There are about 300 exhibitors in all, and they demon- 
strate British ability in the production of textiles, boots 
and shoes, dyes, chemicals and foodstuffs. In addition 
there are various miscellaneous stands, such as labour- 
saving machinery, transport trucks, and so forth. Mr. 
J. M. Freer is the general manager at Glasgow. 


ааа 


А CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUBSDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. Мо letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our vossession, 


Electrolytic Meters. 


An article written by Mr. C. W. Marshall on Meters 
published in the ELECTRICAL Review, February 6th, hae caused 
some comment on electrolytic meters. May I venture to 
express my views? . 

First, no meter reader should be an authorised person to 
break the test room seal and so expose the interior of a meter. 
In the case of resetting an electrolytic meter this has to be 
done, and as tbe record of the reading is lost only an in- 
spector should carry out this operation. 

Second, should any dispute arise concerning the reading 
after a meter has been reset, it cannot be checked. 

Third, if these meters are not reset with very great care 
they are liable to stop, due to the column of mercury breaking. 

Fourth, there is the liability of loss of revenue due to the 
mercury rising above the reading on the dial when not reset 
in time. mE | 

Although the makers have improved very much upon the 
earlier types, they have not yet overcome the trouble arising 
from crystallisation and electrolysis, and the result is an 
accumulation of defective meters, and consequently loss of 
capital. 


e 

Owing to the meters being unrepairable in the department 
they have to be eent to the makers, and commenting upon 
this, I have found it much easier to get new meters, as for 
some reason or other they are very reluctant to undertake the 
repairing, and also the cost of repairs approaches very near 
ihe price of a new meter. 

The electrolytic meter is affected by vibration and damp- 
ness, and also takes up more room, due to a space having tu 


‘be left over the meter to allow for resetting. 


In refixing, the man is unable to report if the meter is 
working, and this entails another visit two or three days 


later. 


Compared with the rotary meter, the life is not so long, 
and extra time is taken up in resetting and writing to con- 
sumers who have queried their readings. 

Another point in favour of the rotary type beyond their 
reliability is the fact that readings can always be checked. 


z A. W. C. 
February 18th, 192). 


With further reference to the controversy Electrolytic v. 
Motor Meters, I did not mean to imply that the electrolytic 
meter was as extensively used as the motor meter, but merely 
to point out that the former type may by no means ve 
ignored in the search for a cheap meter, which was the basis 
of Mr. Marshall's article. 

As regards price competition, the price given by Mr. Mar- 
shall for a mercury meter (which he suggests as the coming 
cheap meter) is £4 10s., whereas the price of the correspond- 
ing electrolytic meter is about £2. I am quoting the Reason 
ineter, which does not require refilling and therefore does not 
demand any allowance on the initial price for maintenance 
(filling) charges. Having the above prices in view, I am still 
of the opinion that, even eliminating compensating devices, 
&c., the mercury motor meter manufacturer will have a big 
problem to reduce his prices to less than half the present 
prices, and even then I do not admit that the electrolytic 
ineter cannot be still further developed and cheapened. 

With regard to size, I specified lighting demand, and 
not heating, &c. It is usual to charge a reduced price for 
héating and cooking, and this necessitates a separate meter, 
which may be much rougher than the lighting meter, seeing 
that low starting current is not an essential. 

In conclusion, it would be interesting to have the suggee- 
tions for a cheap meter which Mr. Marshall promises in the 
last paragraph of his article. . 
` | Н. W. M. 


February Brad, 1920. 


With regard to Mr. C. W. Marshall's recent article in your 
Journal, while we are not able at present to supply any type 
of eléctricity meters at a price as low as £2, we certainly 
can quote figures that are very much more favourable than 
those which Mr. Marshall suggests as being the present-day 
approximate costs. 

Moreover, we have available a D.c. mercury motor meter 
which we are able to supply at quite attractive prices, and 
whose watt loss does not exceed that allowed by the British 
Engineering Standards Specification No. 37, 1919. ' 

We shall be very happy to give Mr. Marshall or indeed any 
other potential client further details on receipt of an inquiry. 


For the Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd., 


E. Н. Minrgn, Sales Manager, 
Ponder's End, Inst. & Meter Dept. 


February 19th, 1920. 


Radiators for Bathrooms. 


There is a demand for a good radiator suitable for use im 
a small bathroom. This should be made with a non-metallic 
body, while the elements should be protected so that they 
will not be liable to be damaged by drops of water falling 
on them. The switches also should be made with special 
regard to insulation, as it is quite possible that people will 
operate them with wet hands. | 

Wiring contractors occasionally fit an ordinary iron radiator 
with cotton flex in bathrooms, but this is a practice that 
should not be encouraged. There is no reason whv a line of 
radiators should not be developed for bathrooms which would 
be both safe and very convenient. 

If anv maker has anything suitable. perhaps he will com- 
municate it to your Correspondence *’’column. 

Radiator. 


February 21st, 1920. 


! Wages in the Aluminium Trade. Representatives of 
employers and workers in the aluminium industry of Great Britain 
and Ireland met in conference last week, in London, to discuss a 
claim by the National Union of General Workers, the National 
Amalgamated Union of Labour, and the Workers’ Union, for an 
advance of 15s. per week for all employed in the industry. The 
question of future relations between employers snd employed 
in the industry was also discussed, and will be considered by a 
joint body.— Tie Times. 
Е 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


—— - — — —— 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, 


— —— —6—ä— " 


A New Marconi Ammeter. 


The accompanying illustrations represent the new type of. 


hot-wire ammeter that was shown at the Physical Society's 
Exhibition by Messrs. Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., 
Ltd.. In place of the usual single wire exerting a pull at the 
middle of the heated wire, there is a bifilar attachment, kept 
taut by a spring connected to the pointer; elongation of the 
heated wire allows the pointer to move. The hot wire cifcuit 
forms the secondary of a transformer, the primary of which 
carries the current to be measured; hence damage to the 
moving parts does not affect the main circuit, which is de- 


Еа. 1.—Marcont HOT-WIRE AMMETER. 


signed principally for wireless telegraph purposes. The 
secondary is mounted on an ebonite block, which can be 
moved to adjust the zero, carrying with it the whole of the 
moving parts, so that the calibration is not affected. Fig. 1 
shows the 5-in. dia] pattern, and fig. 2 is a sketch of the 
moving parts. The filament resistance is 0.685 ohm, that of 
the secondary 0.18, and of the primary 0.008 ohm, and the 
accuracy is within 2 per cent. for wave-lengths between 300 
and 3,000 m. "The safe overload is 20 per cent. 


A Lamp Shade Tilter. 


MESSRS. Frier Lrp., of 58, Spital Street, Dartford, have 
recently developed a simple device for securing a lamp shade 
at any desired angle. As will be seen from the illustration 


Fic. 3.—Grip TILTER. 


(tig. 3) it consists of two parts, one of which is clamped be- 
tween the two rings of the holder aud the other pivoted to it, 
hooking on to the lamp cord. 


A Coaxial Turbo Gear. 


A recent issue of the American Machinist gives details of a 
new turbo gear recently introduced by an American manu- 
facturing company. Fig. 4 is a sectional elevation of this type 
of gear. А is a shaft made from an alloy steel forging, pos- 
sessing at one end a double helical pinion B which engages 
with three double helical planetary gear wheels c. These gears 
are bushed with bronze and revolve on the pins D, which are 
rigidly secured in a two-part steel cage E. One end of this 
cage has a stem, and the other three projections. d is a cage 
plate connected to the three projections of the cage by bolts 


FiG. 2.—ARRANGEMENT OF MOVING Parts. 


F, making the planet gear housing practically a single piece, 
and affording a support for both ends of the pins p. The cage 
plate G has a central projection running in a ball-bearing, 
while the stem at the other end of the cage is the low-speed 
shaft H, which is also supported by a ball bearing. The inner 
end of the high speed shaft A runs in bearing 1 within the 
cage. This bearing has only a slight load. Rigidly keyed 
to the housing is the gear ring J with which the planet gears 
engage. K is a lubricating pump which distributes oil from 
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Fic. 4.—SEcTIoNAL ELEVATION OF TURBO GEAR. 


a reservoir in the bottom to all parts of the gear. The entire 
mechanism is enclosed to protect it from dirt and moisure 
only the ends of the two shafts projecting. It is claimed that 
by means of this gear a speed ratio as high as 19 to 1 can be 
obtained. The device can either be used for stepping-up cr 
stepping-down speeds, and, according to the makers, has an 
efficiency of from 95 to 99 per cent. 


— — — 


THE ORLING Jer RELAY.—In our notice of this device on 
February 6th, a slip occurred, the current strength in the 
receiving coil when printing signals at the rate of 450 letters 
per minute being given as 4X10—"? ampere. The current 
was, in fact, 0.02 micro-ampere, and the resistance of the coil 
being 1,000 ohms, the power input was 4X10— watt. 


бас Google 
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BUSINESS NOT Es. 


Bankruptcy Department. The Board of Trade announce 
that the Department of the Inspector-General in Bankruptcy has 
removed from No. 1, Horse Guards' Avenue, Whitehall, S.W. 1, to 
Great George Street, Westminster, S. W. 1. (Telephone Vict. 9800). 


Catalogues Wanted.—The Superintendent of Stores, 
Mesopotamian Railways, has informed the D.O.T. that he desires to 
receive British manufacturers’ catalogues of the following among 
other materials :—Rolling stock, pumps, motor-rail cars, permanent 
way material, workshop machinery, mathematical instruments, 
piping, general hardware, cranes, electrical plant and accessories, 
steam and oil engines, conveyors, elevators, and labour-saving 
devices generally. Publications should be sent to the Superin- 
tendent direct at Makinah, Mesopotamia. 


German Stock Quotations iu January.—The солот 
Review gives a list of rises in German stocks and shares in January, 
from the Deut. Allg. Ztg. for January 31st. The following elec- 
trical securities appear :— | 


. Dec.81st  Jan.15th. Jan. 30th. 
Deutsch-Ueberseeische Elektrizitats- 
gesellachaft ... Я s .. 915 760 955 
A. E. G. eee eve 95 245 259 325 
Felten & Guilleaume aes ... 246 293 405 
Sohuckert . sas .. 151 184 215 


Auction Sales.—By order of the Disposal Board, Ministry 
of Munitions, Mr. M. Marshal! will sell by auction, on March 2nd, 
3rd, 4th and 5th, at Georgetown, Glasgow, high-class engineering 
plant and machinery, machine tools, hydraulic power plant, electric 
motors, electrically-driven blowers, &c. For full particulars see our 
advertisement pages to-day. 

In our advertisement pages this week will be found 
particulars of important sales which are to take place at Shoreham 
Camp on March 3rd and 4th. Messrs. Harris & Gillow are the 
auctioneers, and the lots to be disposed of include a very large 
assemblage of building materials, timber, camp equipment, elec- 
trical appliances, and almost every class of hut. 

By order of the Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions, Mr. 
С. D. Phillips will sell by auction, on March 18th, at Swindon, 
valuable machinery, plant, stores, timber, &o. For full particulars 
see our advertisement columns this day. | 


E. D. A. Activities, — In view of the ever-increasin 
interest evinced by the public in matters electrical, it is well to 
learn something of the powers that are behind this move towards 
efficiency. A bulletin recently published by the British Electrical 
Development Association affords an opportunity of gaining an 
insight into the nature of its activities. The part of the Associa- 
tion's work that places facts and figures before the general public, 
supply undertakings and commercial enterprises, through the 


medium of the Press and other channels of publicity, although a. 
very important branch,is by no means the only method by which. 


the Association seeks to further the electrical cause. As a link 
between the industry and various Government departments, it has 
rendered invaluable service. The Board of Trade and the 
Ministries of Food and Health have constantly been consulted and 
informed on the multitudinous questions into which electricity 
enters, and the organisation has without doubt secured '' official 
recognition." In connection with housing, the Association has 
grasped the opportunity of pointing out to Government officials, 
local authorities, architects, and engineers, the numerous advantages 
of incorporating an electricity supply in all building schemes, and 
in addition to this has furnished notes, reports, and lantern slides, 
for the use of lecturers and societies dealing with that important 
question. -To assist the industry to arrive at a solution of what 
is at present an unsettled matter—a simple and more uniform 
treatment of various aspects of the industry—inquiries regarding 
tariffs, cooking apparatus, design, and housing, and electricity 
supply, are being made to ascertain the general view entertained 
upon these subjects by various authorities. These reports will be 
collated and ci:culated, and good results are expected. 

Among the pamphlets lately | issued by the B.E.D.A. are 
Freedom from Domestic Worry," a reproduction of an appreciative 
letter by a satisfied housewife ; “ Do it Electrically,” setting forth 
the advantages of electric fires. kettles, &c.; " Everybody wants 
Electricity,” which is described as “a plea for public patience 
while machinery and organisation are preparing to meet the 
present overwhelming demand — surely an indication of the success 
of the Association—and the last leaflet is an illustrated contrast 
between the kitchen of yesterday and the kitchen of to-day and to- 
morrow—a comparison of coal and electricity. 

The British Electrical Development Association having been 
incorporated, we have received a copy of the Memorandum and 
Articles of Association. It will be noticed that the Association is 
now described as The British Electrical Development Associa- 
tion.” As previously explained, it was found necessary to insert the 
word British in order to secure sufficient variation from the title 
of another company already on the registers. In general practice, 
and in connection with publicity matter, the usual monogram 
„E. D. A.“ will be employed. 


Electric Lamps Profiteering .Sub-Commlttee. — The 
Electrical Lamps Sub-Committee of the Profiteering Act Depart- 
ment (Central Committee) held ita eighth meeting on February 
17th, and considered its draft report. 


Trade Announcements. Mn. J. Н. Epwarps, joint 
managing director of Messrs. George Hill & Co., Ltd., electrical, 
mechanical and tramway engineers, 25, St. Ann Street, Manchester, 
who has been actively associated with the business for the past 
20 years, has purchased the whole of the shares held by the late 
joint managing director, Mr. A. R. Walmsley. 

The Ramsgate and District Electric Supply Co. has opened show- 
rooms and offices in Queen Street. 

As from March Ist, the head office of MEssRs. DRAKE & GORHAM, 
LTD., will be removed from 66, Victoria Street, where they have 
been established since 1886, to 36, Grosvenor Gardens, Westminster, 
S. W. 1. Telegraphic address, " Accumulator, Sowest, London; 
telephone No., Victoria 9060 (5 lines). Stores and works addresses 
remain unchanged, viz.: Stores, 67, Long Aore, W.C. 2; works, 
Rockingham Works, Newington Causeway, S.E. 

Messrs. CHAS. CHURCHILL & Co., LTD., have opened a new 
branch office at 53, Bridge Street, Sheffield, to deal with increasing 
business in small tools and supplies. 


‚ Mexican Measnres.—Mr. John Lind, who was at one 
time personal representative of President Wilson in Mexioo, has 
published an interesting account of his experiences. The following 
extract from his book, " The Mexican People," contains a valuable 
hint to English firms interested in Mexican trade, particularly to 
those who come into competition with Germany in that country :— 

We must get into line with the commercial world in the matter 
of weights and measures. I asked an intelligent German merchant 
in Vera Cruz one day to explain to me how it had come about that 
Germany had absorbed so much of the trade that at one time went 
to England. He reached into a drawer, pulled out an invoice from 
England, and said ‘Do you see those denominations of yards, feet 
and inches, gallons and pints; pounds, two kinds of ounces, grains 
and pennyweights, the whole summed up in pounds, shillings and 
pence ’ Well,’ he continued, a Mexican, even if he can read a 
little English, needs an interpreter and an accountant to put this 
into the language of civilisation, And,’ he added, ‘their business 
methods generally are just as antiquated as their methods of coom- 
putation. That is why we get the business, and then we make, not 
what suits us, but what the trade wants.” | | 


Wage Demands at Port Elizabeth.—According to a 
Press report from Port Elizabeth, it appears that the Amalgamated 
Society of Engineers there recently presented a further demand for 
increased wages and reduced working hours. The City Council 
refused to accede to the demands, which a Special Committee 
characterised as a flagrant breach of the terms of the agreement 
previously entered into. A statement issued by the Committee 
shows that the daily wages paid in January, 1918, January, 1919, 
July, 1919, and the new demands respectively, were :— 

Fitters : 13s. 8d., 16s., 20s.. 278. 4d. i 
Electricians : 12s. 8d., 178., 208., 278. 4d. 
Switchboard attendants: 7s., 10s., 13s., 19s. Id. 
Drivers : 10s. 6d., 12s. 6d., 16s., 218. 9d. 
Firemen : 10s. 6d., 12s. 6d., 168., 218. 9d. 


The figures are based on an eight-hour day, and include all 
bonuses. The new demands include a reduction in working hours 
from 48 to 44 per week. i 


New Italian Electrical Companies.— Under the style of 
Stabilimento Meccanico Agostoni e Ca has been formed, at Milan, a 
company with a capital of 255,000 lire for the manufacture of 
motors and accessory plant. 

Airaghi e Vittadini is the designation of a company formed at 
Milan for the manufacture of electric heating apparatus. Ita 
capital is 35,000 lire. 

Messrs. Damiani e Bonato have been established as a company at 
Milan with a capital of 50,000 lire, for the manufacture of electric 
apparatus. 

At Turin has been formed a company under the style of Crespi 
e Garlasco, with a capital of 60,000 lire, for the trade in electrical 
articles and material. 

For the manufacture of argon electric lamps there has been estab- 
lished at Turin, the Fabbrica Piemontaise Lampade Elettriche 
Argon, with a capital of 30,000 lire. 


Swiss Engineering and Electrical Trades in 1919.— 
The Neue Zürcher Atg. (January 13th and 14th) quotes from the 
December report of the Schweizerische Kreditanstalt the following 
regarding the Swiss engineering and electrical trades in 1919 :— 
“ In the engineering industry work was slack at the beginning of 
the year, owing to an absence of orders from abroad, upon which 


the industry depends. Later in the year matters improved, since 


many firms received orders in connection with the electrification of 
the Swiss railways. Production was of necessity reduced owing to 
the introduction of a 48-hour week. The increase of wages and 
salaries made the cost of production greater. In the electricity 
industry the factories were very busy after the first few months of 
the year, large orders for electrical machinery being received from 
N. France and Belgium, aa well as from Swiss firma, The Gotthard, 
railway management placed important orders for electric loco- 
motives aud alternate-current generators. In the later months of 
the year orders were received from Scandinavia, Italy, and 
England, in addition to increased orders from France.— Economic 
Reriew, 
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The Liverpool Electrical Dispute.—The Mersey District 
Committee of the Electrical Trades Union has addressed the 
following circular to electrical employers :— 

It has come to the notice of my committee that a circular, 
dated February 7th, 1920, has been addressed to you by Mr. 
L. G. Tate, the general secretary of the N.F.E.A. Certain 
of the statements in the circular are grossly inaccurate and 
misleading, and my District Comunittee desire to acquaint you 
with the exact situation. The circular states that the Elec- 
trical Trades Union in the Liverpool area have asked for wide 
concessions, and states that your Council have instructed the 
Liverpool members that the concessions may not be granted. 
It is alleged that the result is ‘a complete withdrawal of 
labour from our Liverpool members.’ There are two points 
involved here. First, the so-called concessions which it is 
alleged the E.T.U. are asking for were actually and unani- 
mously agreed to by the District Joint Industrial Council for 
the electrical contracting industry, Mersey area. The terms 
do not represent the conditions which the E.T.U. are pressing 
upon a reluctant body of local employers, but something 
which the elected representatives of these employers on the 
District Joint Industrial Council have already agreed to after 
five months’ negotiation. There is the strongest reason to 
believe that the Liverpool employers are prepared to put the 
eonditions in force, at once, but that your Council are pre- 
venting them from doing so. To such an extent is this true 
that not less than 58 firms have already agreed to the con- 
ditions, and are now working to them. Then with reference 
to the allegation that ‘the result is a complete withdrawal 
of labour from our Liverpool members.’ This would give 
the impression that the E.T.U. had withdrawn the whole 
of its members. This is not true. The fact is that on 
January 20th, acting, it appears, under instructions from the 
National Council of the N.F.E.A.. the Liverpool members 
locked out the members of the E.T.U., because of the em- 
ployés at two firms having refused to work under the old 
conditions. The principle which the E.T.U. is fighting for 
is whether an agreement. drawn up bv the local emplovers’ 
association and the E.T.U., shall be put into force in accord- 
ance with the custom that has prevailed for many vears, эг 
whether the National Council of the N.F.E.A. shall be 
allowed to impose their will on the local representatives. So 
strongly do certain of the local members of the N. F. E. A. 
feel on the matter, that six out of the 98 firms comprising 
the branch have put the conditions in force theinselves in 
defiance of your National Council. while vet another firm, 
under threat of resignation, was given permission to put the 
rules in force. The circular also omitted to state that before 
any rupture took place the E.T.U. offered to submit the 
question to an independent person to adjudicate. This offer 
was not accepted.“ 


Lead.—In their report dated February 21st, Messrs. 
James Forster & Co. state :— 


The conditions remain unaltered, and until imports increase substantiallv we 
must expect advancing markets and a growing scarcity of metal. It is 
scarcely realised that the quantity left for home absorption in the imports and 
exports of the last three months amount to 316 tons ner week, or not suffi- 
clent to keep a single sheet lead mill going. Japan has been again in the 
market, as also has been Canada, but such business in the existing condi- 
fions should not be encouraged. Consumers here have not been active buvers 
of late, but are finding difficulty in obtaining delivery of what they have 
bought. owing to the delay in discharge of steamers at the docks. 


Messrs. G. Cawson & Co. report :— 


The position with regard to supplies remains unchanned. Arrivals are 
coming in quite freelv, and there is plertv of lead available for all require- 
ments—any surplus is still going into store. The delay in delivery from 
Australian steamers is again acute. This. however, does not now trouble 
receivers. as thev are fully supplied with lead. The onlv weak point in the 
market is the immense supplv of antimonial lead, which is now obtainable in 
large quantities at £10 to £19 per ton below the price of ordinarv soft lead. 
It has been pointed out to us that our estimate of the present Australian pro- 
duction is considerably over-stated. We лау correct this, and will give a 
fresh estimate as soon as we can get details together. 


Agents in Overseas Markets,— The Press and the 
Department of Overseas Trade have repeatedlv brought to the 
notice of United Kingdom manufacturers the necessitv of 
appointing suitable agents in overseas markets in order that 
our trade in these markets mav be established and main- 
tained. So far manv firms have shown a tendency to neglect 
the opportunities offered for appointing reliable agents. prob- 
ably because thev are verv busv and cannot gnarantee de- 
liver. Commenting on this tendency. H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner in Winnipeg states that the difficulties of the posi- 
tion in some industries are fully understood bv importers and 
prospective agents, who are, however. still verv anxious 0 
open necotiations, even thonch deliveries at nresent may not 
he possible. Hesitanev on the part of United Kingdom manu- 
facturers might be taken as an indication that Canadian busi- 
nese is not desired. and once this impression is gained the 
result will be that Canadian importers will turn to other 
(foreign) sources of supply. The Commissioner advised that 
reliable agencies should be arranced forthwith bv United 
Kingdom manufacturers with reliable Western Canadian re- 
presentatives, Such representatives wonld do ^ great deal 
of useful educational work until such time as deliveries can 
be made. He save A Western Canadian agent who re- 
nregenta a British hone? ja proud of the faet. and dues not 
hesitate to let the trade know it. Western Canada is ap- 
narently on the threshold of a period of great expansion and 
development. and its requirements in manufactured goods 
from now on will exceed any previous record." In certain 


lines of producta the United Kingdom will need to make 
more strenuous efforts than heretofore to obtain a substantial 
share of Western Canada's trade. This applies particularly 
to all metal products, including machinery of all kinds, elec- 
trical equipment for power and lighting; engines, both sta- 
tionary and portable; telephone construction equipment; auto- 
mobiles, and hardware. A large number of inquiries at 
this office for agencies from British manufacturers are in 
respect of the lines above named. In these lines the United 
States enjoys the bulk of the trade, and I would strongly 
urge that по opportunity should be missed in connecting 
reliable agents on this side with interested United Kingdom 
manufacturers. The time will come sooner or later when the 
United Kingdom will need every order that can be obtained, 
British manufacturers will then be glad of reliable connec- 
tiona previously made in Western Canada through which they 
can compete for business. Generally speaking, the American 
manufacturers will not let the fact that they cannot deliver 
at the moment interfere with making agency arrangements 
now. Whether they can make deliveries promptly or not 
they will continue to advertise their products, and keep their 
agents frequently posted as to every phase of their business. 
Agents have informed me that if they are unable to secure 
the representation of British firms, they will have no alter- 
native but to turn to the United States for business connec- 
tions.“ 

“ Safety First.“ — The first annual report of the British 
Industrial ‘‘ Safety First” Association was presented at the 
general meeting of the niembers at the Mansion House on 
February 94th. The list of officers contains the names of a 
great many men eminent in the industrial life of the country, 
and includes Lord Leverhulme, Lord Ashfield (Sir Albert 
Stanlev), Sir Auckland Geddes. M.P.. Sir Kenneth Crossley, 
and Sir W. Joynson-Hicks, Bart., M.P., chairman of the 
London “Safety First” Council. 

The report. in commencement, states that in consequence 
of the war, involving the fate of nations, the safetv of in- 
dividuals was apt to be overlooked, and it was not sufficiently 
appreciated that preventable accidents were responsible for 
a great deal of suffering and unrest, and acted as a drag upon 
the industry of a nation. Reference is made to the enormous 
strides made by American Safety First authorities, which 
have a total membership of over 3.700 undertakings employ- 
ing more than 6.000,000 workers. Acknowledument of the 
efforts of firms and trade unions in this country who have 
rendered valuable service, both personal and financial. is em- 
bodied in the report. Details are given of the methods bv 
which the Association is furthering its object. Manv special 
articles have been contributed to technical and trade journals, 
and special mention is made. in this connection, of the work 
of Sir Herbert Morgan, K.B.E. | 

In May, 1919. the first series of bulletins was issued, and 
at the close of the vear 30,000 had been distributed, in addi- 


tion to thousands of pamphlets mainly for workpeople. In 


December the official organ of the Association. Safety First. 
made its appearance. A gallant conduct award, as described 
in а recent number of the ELEOTRICAI, Revirw, has been in- 
stituted for acts of bravery performed in the prevention of 
accidents at the works of associated firms. Valuable data re- 
garding accidents are obtained bv means of a form on which 
details are returned to the headquarters of the Association 
bv employers. A form of publicity employed in London was 
the showing of lantern slides at the leading London kinemato- 
graph theatres. The Association was favourably commented 
upon by the Chief Inspector of Factories and Workshops in 
a report issued as a White Paper bv the Home Office. and 
representatives of five Government departments have been 
officially permitted to serve on the Council. Attention is 
drawn to the statement of a firm which ія a member of the 
B. I. S. ЕА. that the number of cases treated at its first aid?’ 
station was reduced from 1.300 to 600 by means of its first 
month's safety first’? campaign. An appeal is made for 
voluntary workers in each industry to review bulletins. criti- 
cise drawings and photographs as to accuracy and detail, and 
to suggest from experience subiecta for propaganda. | 
The hon. secretary of the B.LS.F.^. is Мт. Н. E. Blain 
(operating manager of the Tondon Underground Railways, 
&c.) with offices at 2 and 3, The Sanctuary, Westminster. 


Touring by Motor Coach.—We have received a small 
brochure, bearing the above title, from the Lancashire United 
Tramwavs, Ltd., which forms a guide to the various districts 
served bv the undertaking’s motor coaches. It is profusely 


illustrated by photographs. 
Electrical Plant in China.— There is a very large and 


increasing demand for electrical plant and machinery from all 
over China, and it is ereatly to be regretted that the big Rritish 
companies are not doing more to capture this trade. It із a 
business that needs a highly-trained technical staff. and. for that 
reason. it would be advisable for manufacturers to have their own 
offices and men here (Shanghai). At the present moment the British 
Municipal Ооппей at Tientsin is calling for tendera for turbo- 
alternators. A larwe industrial undertaking here wishes to erect. 
ita own power-generating volant for 500 to 1.000 H. p., but it will 
not apoly to any of the local firms because of the fact that thev 
are only middlemen. It requires here a man who will advise the 
directors aa to the beat svstem the work of the undertaking 
requires, — The Times Trade Supplement. 
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Foreign Catalogues.—The Foreign Catalogue Library, 
commenced by the Department of Overseas Trade in 1915, has 
proved of great service to the British manufacturer. Nearly 2,000 
firms have made use of the catalogues. They have benefited not 
only from the opportunity to study foreign competitive pricea, but 
have also received useful ideas from designs of specific items, such 
as fancy metal goods. This has been especially the case with new 
firms. The catalogues are indexed under the class of goods and the 
name of the manufacturer, and are lent to the applicants for 
varying periods. The library now contains over 13,000 catalogues 
from all parts of the world, the majority being German and 
Austrian, but including American, French, Italian, Spanieh, Portu- 
guese, Dutch, and British Dominions. A section of the library 
covers mail order, shop and exhibition catalogues. A certain 
amotnt of difficulty is being met with in securing post-war 
catalogues. During 1919 nearly 9,000 catalogues were borrowed by 
over 600 firms.— Board of Trade Journal, 


Book Notices.— Faraday House Journal. Vol. 
No. 5. Lent Term, 1920. London: Faraday House. This issue 
contains, besides the usual supply of notes and notices of interest 
to students, an article by Dr. Alex. Russell on “ The Design of Dis- 
tributing Mains,” in which he, assuming that the demand is 
known, investigates how to proceed, and gives a few of the con- 
siderations that have to be taken into account. Elementary algebra 
only is used to discuss the somewhat difficult mathematical theorems 
that arise even in the simplest cases. Mr. 8. O. Pearson, B. Sc., 
deals with the bridge method of testing condensers of low insula- 
tion resistance. The results of the final examination held at the 
end of the Summer Term are given, while the register shows a 
considerable increase in the number of students, both in college 
and at works. 

“Journal of the Institute Of Metals.” Vol. XXII, 428 pp. and 
31 plates. Edited by G. Shaw Soott, M.Sc. London: The Institute 
of Metals. Price 318. 6d. net. — This oontains, amonget other 
valuable matter, a verbatim report of the lecture by Prof. F. Soddy, 
M. A., F. R. S., on Radio-Activity, and the communications and 
discussions at the recent Sheffield meeting. Amongst the many 

ractical papers contributed are Season Cracking," by Dr. W. Н. 
eld and Captain G. L. Thirkell, A. I. F., B. So., and one 
by a lady metallurgist, Miss Hilda Fry, and Dr. D. W. Rosen- 
hain, F. R. S., on Observations on a Typical Bearing Metal." 
The volume concludes with a section, of nearly 70 pages, 
devoted to abstracts of papers relating to the non-ferrous and allied 
industries, which have been compiled from the transactions of 
scientific societies and the technical Press of the whole world. 

Revue de UIngenieur et Inder Technique, Vol. XXVI, No. 1, 
January, 1920 (100 + xxvi. pp.). Contains articles upon tha foal 
problem—the utilisation of lignite and inferior grades, &c.; 
review of the situation regarding the reconstruction of “tne 
devastated areas of Northern France; notes on American and 
European steel works, бо. A brief 1 of the proceedings of the 
Académié des Sciences and the Société Francaise de Physique is 
also included, in addition to the very complete index of technical 


works. * 

" Bulletin of the U.S. Bureau of Standards," Vol. XIV, No. 4 
(Scientific Papers Nos. 318 to 329 inclusive), 293 pp. Washington: 
Government Printing Office.—Included in this publication are 
papers on radiometry, metallurgy, photography (astronomical), &c., 
and one providing new formule for the calculation of mutual and 
self-induction. 

“ Mechanical World Year Book for 1920." Pp. 328 + 316 and 
diary. London and Manchester: Emmott & Co. Price 2s. net.— 
Several additions have bean made to the Year Book, including 
sections on Water and Hydraulic Work" and Heating and 


Evaporating Liquids." Many of the original features have been 
extended and brought up to date. 


“Flow and Measurement of Air and Gases.” By A. B. Eason. 
Pp. xii + 252, 56 figs., and 31 tables. London: О. Griffin & Co., 
Ltd. Price 258. 

“ Handbook of Physical 8 " Ву E. S. Ferry. Vol. I: 
Fundamental Measurements, Properties of Matter, and Optics; 
pp. ix + 251, 142 figs. Vol. IL: Vibratory Motion, Sound, Heat, 
Electricity and Magnetism; pp. x + 233, 128 figs. London : 
Chapman & Hall. Price 9s. 6d. each volume net, 

“Graphical and Mechanical Computation." 
Pp. ix + 264; 110 figs. London : Chapman & Hall. 
net. 

"The Management Problem." By E. T. Elbourne. Pp. іх + 
144. London: The Library Preas, Ltd. Price 4s. 6d. net. 

„General Conditions in Electrical and other Engineering Con- 
tracts." By W. S. Kennedy. Pp. vii + 110. London: Sweet and 
Maxwell. Price 12s, 6d. net. 

“The Baudot Printing System." By H. W. Pendry. Pp. v + 
184; 91 figs. London: sir I. Pitman & Sons. Price бв. net. 

" Mr. Touch-Button, or the Home of Beautiful Ideals.” By 
Nancy Berry (48 pp.). London : “Country Life," Ltd. Price За. net. 
This story for children, written by a child,” is a tale of an “all- 
electric " house, cleverly written and well illustrated. Mr. Herbert 
H. Berry, apologising to Rudyard Kipling, contributes & revised 
version of the popular If,“ and an epilogue explaining the circum- 
stances under which the atory came to be written. 

British Engineering Standards Association publications :— 
No. 73, " British Standard Specification for Two-pin Wall-plug and 
Sockets; No. 79, " Report on British Standard Special Track- 
work for Tramways 
for Goliath Lamp Caps and Lampholders." Is. 2d. each post free 
from the offices of the Association, 23, Victoria Street, S. W. 1 


By J. Lipka. 
Price 188. 6d. 


VIII, 


"; No. 98, " British Standard Specification, 
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Catalogues and Lists.—Mi. Е. J. His, of 29, 
Ludgate Hill, E. C., has issued a pamphlet on Advertising—4A Factor 
in Trade Expansion," in which the expert advertising service that 
he is prepared to render is described, examples of his designing 
work being shown. 

Messrs. Ross & Co., 62, Robertson Street, Glaagow.—List 
Section P. An illustrated and priced catalogue of electric bells and 
bell indicators. 

THE CRESSALL MANUFACTURING Co., Staniforth Street, Bir- 
mingham.—List 1,920, containing priced and illustrated details of 
“ Cressall " electric sterilisers and water boilers. 


THE BRITISH THOMSON- HOUSTON Co., LTD., Mazda House, 77, 
Upper Thames Street, Е.С. 4.—“ Incandescent Electric Lamp Hand- 
book, No. 18" (64 pp.). A combined catalogue of Mazda” lamps 
and handbook of useful information regarding electric lighting. 
Definitions of lighting unite, a glossary of trade terms, and several 
curves and diagrams are included, and the publication forms a 
valuable reference handbook for both electricians and those out- 
side the industry. 

THe L. P. S. ELECTRICAL Co., Avenue Road, Acton, W. 3,—Two 
leaflets dealing with current-carrying test- -clipa for making quick 
temporary connections and battery-charging elips. Illustrated- 
and priced. 


Standardisation of Gears.—At the request of the 
Machine Tool Trades Association, a confcrence, under the ægis of 
the British Engineering Standards Association, has been arranged 
to discuss the question of the standardisation of gears. 

Primarily, its purpose is to give the industry an Тану of 
deciding whether standardisation in this field would be practicable. 

The subject of gears generally appears to cover too large a field 
to make it susceptible of any great degree of general standard- 
isation. It is probable that whilst the conference will, in the first 
instance, be obliged to take a brief survey of the whole subject, 
апу proposed investigation from the point of view of standard- 
isation will have to be narrowed down to attacking a few definite 
points in some particular branch of the industry. 

American manufacturers are devoting considerable attention to 
this question, and as the B.E S. A. is in close communication with 
the American industry through the American Engineering Standards 
Committee, such a conference as is now proposed should do much 
to bring British manufacturers together at a most opportune time, 
as well as promote Anglo-American co-operation on what is 
acknowledged to be a most important subject to the industries of 
both countries. 

The conference is to be held under the direction of the Sectional 
Committee on Machine Parts, their Gauging and Nomenclature, on 
March 5th next, at 2.30 p.m., at the Institution of Civil Engineers, 
Great George Street, S.W. 1. Any individual firm or expert who 
has not received a communication with regard to the conference, 
and who is interested in the queation, is invited to communicate 
with the Secretary of the British Engineering Standards Associa- 
tion, 28, Victoria Street, 8.W. 1. 


For Sale.—Portsmouth Corporation invites tenders for 


the purchase and removal of five Lancashire boilers ; Newcastle-on- 


Tyne Corporation Tramways and Electricity Department has for 
sale 380 Brockie-Pel arc lamps and 30,000 carbons; South- 
ampton Corporation Electricity Committes are prepared to consider 
offers for one Parsons-E.C.C. turbo-alternator set, with surface 
condensing plant and exciter, &c. Poplar Borough Council 
Electricity Department has for disposal one 1,300-Kw. and two 
1,000-kw. Parsons-Bruce Peebles turbo-alternators, complete with 
condensing plant; Aocrington Corporation Electrical Engineering 
Department invites offers for one compound boiler feel pump, 
one mechanical water cooler, one mechanical water cooler 
converted as a wet air filter, and a quantity of cast-iron piping. 
For particulara see our advertisement columns to-day. 


When in Rome—Call ou the Consul.—H.M. Com- 
mercial Counsellor in Rome remarks that it would certainly be 
in the intereste of business men generally if they made a habit of 
calling upon him, and on the Consuls where they are transacting 
business. Experience has proved that while people never fail to 
appeal to the Consul when in need of assistance they frequently 
omit to call and discuss commercial matters. If a practice of 
doing so were made, both they and others might derive con- 


siderable advantage from business information and experience." 


Merchandise Marks Committee. — At the meetings of 
the Merchandise Marks Committee, which were held at the Board 
of Trade on Thursday and Friday, with Mr. Joseph Hood, M.P., in 
the chair, the effects of the compulsory marking of foreign goods 
with an indication of their origin, and of the use of & National 
Trade Mark, were dealt with by witnesses from a number of 
Chambers of Commeroe and associations, 


Electric Grills and Irons for Panama,—lIt is reported 
from the British Consular Office at Colon that the Commissary 
Department of the Canal is experiencing difficulty in obtaining 
electric grills and irons from the United States, owing, it is said, 
tothe abnormal demands received by manufacturers, particularly 
for electric irons, during the past year, and to the faot that it is 
becoming increasingly hard to obtain the necessary raw material. 
Any British manufacturers who are in a position to quote for these 
goods should address communications to the Purchasing Agent, 
Commissary Department, Panama Canal, 24, State Street, New 
York. 
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Concerts.—The employés of Messrs. Pope's Electric Lamp 
Co., Ltd., held their second concert on 17th inst. We under- 
stand that the event was even more successful than the first, held 
a month ago. 

The Halifax Tramwaya Club held a smoking concert last week 
to welcome the returned ex-service men. Mr. Galloway, tramway 
engineer, presided. 


The Swiss Glow-Lamp Iudustry.— It is stated that the 
American Westinghouse Co., which as lessee of the Bollag glow- 
lamp works in Aarau has carried on this branch for some years 
past, has now acquired the works by purchase for the purpose of 
extending the manufacture of lamps in that country. 


Dinner.— Ex-service members of the Blackpool Corp^ra- 


tion Tramways and Electricity Institute were entertained to a- 


welcome-home dinner and smoker on Friday last. when 150 
participated in an enjoyable programme. Mr. Charles Furness, 
the borough tramway manager and electrical engineer, presided. 


Prolongation of Patent.—An application for the 
prolongation of a patent expiring next July, by the owner, Mr. C. 
Smith, was before the Chancery Division last week. The Act of 
1919 automatically prolonged the life of the patent by two years, 
and Mr. Justice Sargant ruled that an application two years before 
expiration was premature, as the question whether the patentee 
had been adequately remunerated could not be decided until near 
the end of the life of the patent. The petition was adjourned 
accordingly. 


- Importation of Copper Cable into Australia. — A 
December newspaper just to hand states that by Official Pro- 
clamation in the Commonwealth Gazette the importation of 
stranded copper cable into Australia, save under licence from the 
Minister of Customs, is prohibited. 


Joint Industrial Conncil,—The inaugural meeting of 
the District Council (No. 4) of the Monmouthshire Joint Inu trial 
Council was held at Cardiff on February 12th, the Lord Mavor pre- 
siding. Alderman A. Sinclair, J.P., Mayor of Swansea, was elected 
chairman, and Mr. J. L. Davies. of the E. T. U., vice-chairman. The 
constitution already formulated was approved. Mr. Rees Llewellyn 
said that basic rates should be adopted at once to arrest the dissatis- 
faction spreading among the workers of the district. 


New French Company.—La Société d'Entreprises de 
Réseaux Electriques is the name of a new company which has 
lately been formed in Paris (33, Avenue des Champs Elysées), 
with а capital of 1,000,000 francs, to engage in the establishment 
of electricity distribution systems. 


The Non-Ferrous Mining Committee.— The Committee 
appointed by the Board of Trade, under the chairmanship of Mr. 
H B. Betterton, M. P., to inquire into non-ferrous mining in the 
United Kingdom, has now completed the taking of evidence, and 
is preparing a report which it hopes to present in a few weeks 
time. 

Liquidations, — SraukiNc Prue Parents, Ттр, — 
Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. F. B. Lodge, of Rugby. 
Meeting of creditors will be held at 63, Temple Row, Birmingham, 
on March 11th. 

ENFIELD ELECTRIC CABLE MANUFACTURING Co., LTp.—A 
meeting is called for March 29th, at Central House, Finsbury 
Square, EC., to hear an account of the winding-up from the 
liquidator, Mr. W. L. Smith. 

Bankruptcy Proceedings.—E. Boum, electric lamp 
manufacturers, 5, Boxworth Grove, Barnsbury, N. Order for 
bankrupt's discharge granted on consenting to judgment being 
entered for £16. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Argentina.— WATER Power.—The — Eronomie Review 
states that a report has been submitted to the Government by a 
Berlin engineer relating to the proposed harnessing of the Iguassa 
Falls. The latter are situated on the Brazilian frontier, at the 
junction of the Iguassa and Panama Rivers. The potentialities of 
the falla are as great as those of Niagara, and, it is said, they have a 
greater available head. This undertaking will form the subject of 
negotiations between the Governments of Argentina and Brazil. 


Australia.— V ICTORIA.— Extensive boring in the Morwell 
brown eoal fielde, upon which £3,000,000 is to be spent for the 
production of a cheap power supply, has proved that in an area of 
] sq. mile there is between 120,000,000 and 150,000,000 tons of coal. 
This is calculated to be sufficient to maintain an output of 
100,000 H.P. for a period of 150 years. The total resources are 
estimated to be 20,000 million tone. 


Bexhill-on-Sea.— LIGHTING Prices.—The Corporation 
has considered sugyestions that, in view of the reduction in cost of 
coal, the charges for electric lighting. &c., should be reduced. 
The committee regrets that the present position does not justify 
any lowering of prices for electric light. Reserve funds, which 


before the war had been accumulated. have heen completely 
absorbed. Labour and general costa conditions, apart from the ож 
of coal, are во different from what Parliament could be expected w 
contemplate over 20 years ago. when a maximum price of &. per 
unit was fixed, that the committee considers the town is to be en. 
gratulated on there not having been occasion to apply for power to 
increase the maximum charge. 


Continental.— DENMARK.—4A sum of 5,137,000 kroner 
is being spent on enlarging the plant at the Copenhagen municipal 
power station. A new turbo-generator with boiler equipment it 
to be installed. The Soroe municipal authorities have decide 
to take over the local gas and electricity undertakings. 

FRANCE.—The Union Française d'Electricité is building nee 
Paris the largest power station in Europe (400,000 HP.) The 
Zoelly type has been adopted for the steam turbines, the orden 
for which are being shared with the American industry. In 
Europe they have been divided between the Société Alsacienne de 
Construction Mécanique at Belfort; Schneider & Co. at le Creuse : 
and Escher, Wyss & Co., at Zürich. All the turbines will be ol 
60,000 H.P.— Economic Reriew, 

SrAIN.—The Compania Anonima Mengemor de Electricidad has 
recently commenced working on a hydro-electric station at Carpio, 
on the Guadalquivir. The available head averages over 60 ft, and 
the total power which will be developed is 7,000 H. p. The plant 
is to consist of three 3,500-H.P. turbines connected to 3,000-volt 
three-phase generators. Transmission will be effected at pressures 
of from 25,000 to 30.000 volta. 


Cupar  (Fife).— ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.— The Tom 
Council has been advised to proceed at once with a scheme for 
supplying electricity for power, lighting, and heating, and a 
Committee has been appointed to deal with the matter. 


Dublig,.—STREET LIGHTING.—As a protest against the 
order necessitating the possession of permits by persons in the city 
between midnight and 5 a.m., the Corporation has decided to switch 
off all street lighting at 11.30 p.m. 


East Midlands.—WuiTLEY Councr..—A_ conference 
of representatives of the Industrial Council of East Midland 
electricity undertakings and of factories and workmen's unions 
was recently held at Nottingham. The Council has ben consti 
tuted upon the basis of the Whitley scheme to deal with all labour 
matters affecting public and private works in the ares 
including South Notts., South Derbyshire, South Leicestershire, 
South Lincolnshire, Rutland, and Northants. with the exception 
of Peterborough. A Committee consisting of 24, in equal propor. 
tions, representing employers and workmen's unions, had been 
appointed at a previous meeting to consider the proposed constitu- 
tion, a draft of which was presented and deferred for further con- 
sideration at another conference, 


Ennis (Co. Clare), — LIGBTIN G NcHEME. — A public 
meeting discussed the proposal to form a company for an installa- 
tion of public electric lighting, and a committee was appointed to 
consider details, It is estimated that £15,000 will be required. 


Hamilton. NEW PLant.—A 500-Kw. rotary converter 
is to be added to the plant at the Corporation power station. 


lifracombe. — Oprosition то Bini. — The Urban 
District Council is to petition the House of Lords to prevent 
the Bill being promoted by Ed.nundson's Elec'ricity Corporation 
and others becoming law. Dartmouth Corporation is associated 
with Ilfracombe in thia protest, 


Leicester. —NEw POWER Station.—The Corporation 
has under consideration proposals for the erection of s 
generating station which will have an ultimate capacity 0 
30,000 Kw. The first part of the plant to be installed, if the 
sanction of the Electricity Commiasioners is obtained, will be two 
10,000. KW. turbo-generators with the necessary boilers, coal and 
ash-handling gear, kc. The estimated cost of the scheme, including 
buildings, is £600,000. 


Liverpool.—BREAKDOWN.—A breakdown of one of the 
sets at the Liverpool power atation on the morning of February 218, 
was responsible for the tramway service in several areas of the city 
being held up for one hour. Within 20 minutes of the breakdown, 
repairs were effected which made a modified service available, sod 
an hour afterwards the whole system was resumed. 


Londonderry.—Pnic& INcREASE.— The Corporation has 
increased the charges for electric lighting and power by 50 pet 
cent. 


Lowestoft.—L04x.—'The T.C. is applying for sanction 
to borrow £3,993 for the purpose of plant extensions ар 
contingencies, 


Nottingham.—Price or Power.—At a recent meeting 
of the Corporation, the price charged for power (2}d. per unit) was 
adversely commented upon, as it was stated to be a hindrance to the 
prosperity of the district. Coventry and Wolverhampton were 
quoted as towns making a reasonable charge for electrical power. 


Oldham.— WORKING ExPENsES.— The Corporation elec- 
trical engineer reports that for the fortnight ending dune 
llth. the expenses of the undertaking totalled £3,012 15s.. ea? 
to 867d. per unit. compared with £1,815 18s., equalling 702d. per 
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unit, for the corresponding period last year. The units sold totalled 
833.908, a record in the undertaking's history. Last year's figure 
was 620,165. Coal per unit generated was 2°78 lb., compared with 
2°80 1b. last vear. 


Prestom—Housg ТІлонтгхо.— The tramway engineer 
is to report to the Housing Committee with regard to the possi- 
bility of supplying electricity to the Holme Slack and Ribbleton 
sites, from the tramway power station. 

INADEQUATE BuPPLY.—The National Electric Supply Co. has 
intimated to the Corporation that the increased output following 
upon the extension of the company's plant will only be sufficient 
to meet the demands of applicants already waiting. Further 
requirements will have to be met by the bulk supply the company 
is to receive from Blackburn, which, it is stated, may not be 
available until next year. 


Ryde (1.0.W.).—Prick INCREASE. — The Isle of Wight 
Electric Light and Power Co. has increased the price of energy as 
follows from the date of the D:cember meter readings :—First 300 
units per quarter, 8d. per unit ; next 3,000, 4d. ; beyond, 3d. 


South Africa.— LADTSMITH.— The price of electricity is 
being raised from 9d. to 10d. per unit. 

BEAUFORT WEST.— The municipality proposes to raise a loan of 
£13,000 for the installation of an electric lighting scheme. 


Spalding.— ELECTRIC LiGHTING.— The Urban District 
Council has rejected a proposal to apply for a prov. order for electric 
lighting. It is stated that private firms are putting in their own 
installations, owing to dissatisfaction with the gas supply provided 
by the Council. 


Taunton.— LOAN.— The Town Council is applying for a 
loan of £3,000 for transformers, motors and extensions of mains 
and services. 


Warrington,—lINADEQUATE SUPPLY.—AÀ joint meeting of 


manufacturers and representatives of the Corporation waa held on 
February 19th for the purpose of considering ways and means of 
meeting the urgent demand for electrical power for industrial pur- 
poees. Mr. Rylands, for the manufacturers, said that if the Cor- 
poration was unable to supply the necessary power, manufacturers 
would have to arrange to provide it themselves. Dr. Joseph, 
chairman of the Electricity Committee, stated that the output of 
the present plant was already at a maximum, but a scheme was at 
present under consideration which would involve an expenditure of 
£ 500,000. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australis.—TRAMwAY Trust REPORT.—The report of 
the Prahran and Malvern Tramways Trust for the year ended 
September 30th, 1919, states that owing to a strike of employés, 
revenue was decreased by £3,600, and a seamen's dispute caused a 
further loss of £7,160. The total inoome for the year was £214,728, 
and expenditure £195,321. The net surplus was £3,580, of which 
amount £3,029 went to the constituent councils, and £51 to the 
City of Melbourne, — 

The undertakiogs controlled by the Trust, and other similar 
bodies, have lately been taken over by the Melbourne and Metro- 
politan Tramways Board. 


. Biackburg.— ALTERATION TO TRack.—The Oswald- 
twistle Ucban District Council has approved the Corporation's pro- 
posal to alter the tramway lines near the Blackburn Road railway 
bridge. 

Bradford.—IMPROVED SeErRvice.—The tramway diffi- 
culties are gradually being overcome. At one time the Saturday 
service of cars got down to as low as 140; now the number is 170. 
Eighteen of the new cars are now working, while other eight are 
undergoing the painting process. This completes the first order of 
26 cars, but there are another 20 also on order. The greatest 
difficulty has been the Jack of motors, but the supply of these has 
greatly improved. In another month or two there will be a very 
decided improvement. 


Burnley. — FARE Increase.— The balance-sheet of 
Burnley tramway department shows a deficit on last year, despite 
greatly increased traffic. This will necessitate an immediate 
increase in fares up to the highest legal amount. The last 
increase in fares took place in June, 1918, but the financial result 
has not proved sufficient to meet the situation. 


-Continental.— FRANCE.— The Société Hydro-Electrique 
des Pyrénées has applied for leave to construct a fall of 365 metres 
from the River Nagear, yielding 3,000 H.P., which is to be wholly 
utilised by the Castelet carbide of calcium factory. 

SWEDEN.—RAILWAY ELECTRICATION.—Ever since 1905, the 
Royal Waterfalls Commission and the Board of Directors of 
State Railways have made investigations concerning the utilisa- 
tion of the country's water-power for the electrification of the 
State railways. Interested firms were invited in 1908 to prepare 
their proposals, and the directors found that the one emanating from 
the Allmanna Svenska Eleotriska Aktiebolaget, in conjunotion with 
another company. was most advantageous for the State and in the 
begt interests of the Swedish industries. In aoeordanee with the 


joint proposal of the two companies, a single-phase alternating- 
current system with a frequency of 15 cycles would be used for the 
electrification. The economic advantages of the system are most 
apparent when used for long sections with heavy trains, where it 
is required to transmit comparatively large amounts of power over 
long distances, at reasonable cost. Thedifficulties with this system 
were considered to be mainly of a technical nature in connection 
with the design of the electrical equipment for the locomotives, 
especially as machines of the capacity required had not been 
built at that time. Porjus has many interesting features to offer 
from an hydraulic engineering point of view. At the source of the 
Lule River, in the Great Lule Lake, begins a 31 km. long stretch of 
rapids, approximately 8 metres high. below which a smaller lake, 
the Great Porjusselet. is located. Immediately b3low Porjusselet 
are the real Porjus falls, which extend approximately 2 km. down 
the stream. At the lower end of Porjusselet is constructed a dam 
by means of which practically the whole head in the small so-called 
Luspe Rapids above Porjusselet is made available. The length of 
the dam is no less than 1,254 metres, and the gross head after con- 
struction of this dam averages 56 metres. The dsmming up of 
Porjusselet is, however, only sufficient for the weekly regulation. 
On one side of the dam are arranged intakes for the power station 
canal, which is approximately 600 metres long. The canal is open 
for the first part, but enters the rock as a tunnel on the left side of 
the river, and emerges in front of the power station, where a small 
fore-bay is arranged. By means of the closed intake tunnel, the 
dangers from ice formations are reduced. The power station is 
partly located underground, blasted down in the rock to a depth 
of 50 metres. Only the switchgear building is located above 
ground. Five vertical penstocks lead down from the forebay to the 
turbines, from which a common tailrace tunnel, approximately 
1,200 metres long, returns the water to the river basin at the so- 
called Lilla Porjus:elet, a smaller still water below the Porjus 
Rapiis. This peculiar method of construction was due to the 
local conditions, and has been found after investigation to be the 
cheapest and most reliable. The machinery hall, which is com- 
pletely blasted out from the rock, has a width of 11 metres and a 
length of 95 metres. From one of the sides extend the 15-metre 
deep and approximately 6-metre wide recesses for the turbines. 
Space has been provided in the now completed portion for five 
turbines, but only four have been installed as yet. Of these, two 
are connected to sinzle-phise generators for railway service, one to 
a three-phase generator, and one to a spare set consisting of a three- 
phase generator aud a single-phase generator connected together. 
All the turbines are designed for a capacity of 12,500 H P. each: 
At a later extension, the machinery hall will bə enlarged to make 
room for an additional development of five turbines, also to be 
divided between the single: phase and three-phase systems. Journal 

of the Sw3dixh Chamber of Commerce. : 

The scheme for the extension of electrical working on the 
Swedish State railways, which was prepared by the State Railway 
Administration has» been delayed by tbe Hydraulic Depart- 
ment. It is considered that adequate water-powers are avail- 
able for. the purpose. bat some time is required for determining 
the manner in which the supply of power to the railways will 
be made. The railway authorities are said to desire single-phase 
current of from 15 to 16% periods, and the question has to be 
examined as to how this shall take place, as the generators at the 
existing hydro-electric works are generally for 50 periods. 

HOLLAND.—It is reported from Rotterdam that the Dutch 
Government is to dispatch a commission to the United States to 
investigate the systems of electric railway working in that country. 
One-half of the members have been appointed Ly the State Water | 
Department and the other half by the Administration of the 
Netherlands Railways. The commission will also inspect electric 
railways in Europe, and will eventually present a report as to the 
system best suited to the requirements of those of the Dutch 
railways which are to be electritied. 

GERMANY.—Owing to strikes, wage increases, &c., the Berlin 
tramways undertaking showed a deficit of 19,000,000 marks for 
1919. On January lst the fare was raised, but, in spite of this, 
the continued increase of working expenses has resulted in the 
loss of a further 1,000,000 marks. 

ITALY.—Steps have been taken to adapt the Corgola torrent for 
the generation of electricity, to be employed in connection with 
the development of the metal-bearing beds which run from the 
Lago d'Iseo to near Manive, a distance of 20 km. It is estimated 
that there are 5,000,000 tons of iron ore in this area, which waa 
known and worked in the time of the Komans. 

The Società Elettrica Bresciana is carrying out some noteworthy . 
plans of development. It has under construction two new hydro- 
electric stations—the Selvanizza and the Scoltella, both on the 
River Cedra. The former, when completed, will develop 
32,000,000 Kw. at an estimated outlay of 4,500,000 lire; the latter 
will cost 4,600,000 lire, and will involve the construction of a 
reservoir of 500,000 cb. metres content, and a machinery equipment 
comprising two groups of 3,500 H.P. each. It has also began work 
on the conversion of Lake Idro into a reservoir. 

The Chamber of Commerce of Turin gives the following 
particulars of the big Italian railway electrification echeme 
which has been officially sanctioned. The scheme contem- 
plates electrifying 6,000 kilometres of railways worked by 
the State, or in course of construction, and railways or 
tramways the subjects of concessions, in working or under con- 
struction. An outlav of 800,000,000 lire is authorised, which will 
be spread over eight financial periods from 1919. For the 
financial year 1919-20, the sum of 60.000,000 lire is allotted. The 
works will be carried out either directly by the State railway 
administration or with the help of private industry, under the 
eontrol of the admistration. The supply of eleetrie loeomotives ~ 
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will be undertaken by the railway administration. The current 
will be obtained from private sources. The programme contemplates, 
first, the electrification of heavy traffic lines, in a certain number of 
passes through the Apennine mountain chain, and the principal 
arteries of the Peninsula network, stretching from Milan to Reggia 
Calabria and from Turin to Trieste. It isthe intention of the admini- 
atration to set up in the Apennines central stations in places where 
lignite and turf can be used, in order to create reserves for the Alpine 
network. In the North, the resources of the Trentino region are 
fally sufficient for the growing wants of the region. In these first 
operations, it is hoped to effect a yearly saving of 1,500,000 tons of 
coal, without reckoning the reduced consumption in local industries. 


Huddersfield. TRACK ReNEwaLs.—The tramway lines 
in various parts of the borough are being re-laid. 


Jamaica.—RalLway ELECTRIFICATION.—4Àn exhaustive 
roport has been received by the Government of Jamaica from an 
expert of the Westinghouse Electric International Co. on the pro- 
posal to electrify the railway of the Colony, and to provide energy 
for other industrial purposes. The report deals with the harneesing 
of two large rivers for the purpose. The estimated cost of electri- 
fying the railway, including the required power station, equipment, 
and ior emo lines to supply other proposed plants and industries, 
is as follows :— 


Power plants ... aes as m ie $819,320 

Bub- stations ae vas ies one 833,320 

Overhead construction and bonds ... she 1,854,300 
Motive power—electric locomotives and motor-cars 
—net (coat of new, less sale of old motive 

power)... к ИЕ Е? "S pu 357,650 

Total sie 25: . $3,898,690 


The saving in the cost of operating the railway would be 
approximately $265,600 per annum, which is 7:83 per cent. of the 
cost of electrification. This assumes the sale of power to outside 
consumers at actual cost. The sale of power to outaide consumers 
would result in a profit sufficient to increase the return on the 
cost of electrification to approximately 10˙5 per cent. It is shown 
that conditions other than reduced cost of operation in the imme- 
diate future justify electrification of the railway at the earliest 
possible date. It is proposed that some of the power, if the scheme 
is carried out, should be used to operate planta on some of the sugar 
estates, to supply current for the sewerage works in Kingston, and 
to provide for the lighting of the thoroughfares of the city and 
other districts.— Zhe Times Trade Supplement. 


Lancashire.—EMPLOYES’ WAOGkS.— In the event of the 
present Application of the tramway workers for a 10s. per week 
increase being granted, it will have a serious effeot on many under- 
takings. At Rochdale, it is stated, it will mean an increased wages 
bill of £10,000 per annum, and £12,000 at Bolton. 


Leeds,— PRoPoSED Елве IncrEasE.—There is a like- 
lihood of the tramway fares being fnoreased in the early future, as 
it is stated the department is not paying ite way. The present 
fare in Leeds is 14d. for two miles. A meeting of the Tramways 
Committee took place last week, but no definite proposals were 
forthulated. | 


London.— TRAUWAVS, &c., BI. -The estimates required 
by the Standing Orders of Parliament have been prepared by the 
London County Council, showing in detail the expenditure of 
capital that will be required in the event of sanction being given 
to the Council's Tramways and Street Improvements Bill of the 
present session. 


with and for the construction and equipment of the proposed new 


tramways and the (reconstruction of the embankment tramways, ` 


£1,355,000 is required for a new street and street widenings, and 
£400,000 is to provide omnibuses from or to any point within the 
county, or beyond the county, but within the Metropolitan Police 
District.— The Times. ; 

UNDERGROUND RECONSTRUCTION.—At the annual meeting of 
the City and South London Railway Co., Lord Ashfield said that 
the coat of re-building the line would be £2,300,000. 


Mansfield. —ExrENsIoN or 'Ттмк.—Тһе Light Railway 
Co. has applied to the Ministry of Transport for an extension of 
time until April 9th, 1922, for the completion of railways at 
Sutton-in-Ashfleld and Skegby. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 
Another Atlantic Cable.— President Mackay, of the 


Mackay Companies, in his annual report, announces a plan to lay 
another oable to Europe because of the present great volume of 
business. The organisation has been buying debentures of the 
Commercial Cable Co. in London, taking advantage of the low 
sterling exchange.— The Times. 


European Telegraphs.—At the outbreak of war direct 
telegraph circuits between England aud Europe were interrupted, 
and the circuits, the Continental terminals of which were in 
possession of the Allies, were taken over for military purposes. 
Within the past few months direct commercial service has been 
xradally restored, and the British Post Office now haa direct 
wires from London to the following places :—Bordeaux, Boulogne, 


The total expenditure is estimated at £5,118,500. ` 
Ofthis sum £3,363,500 is estimated to be required in oonnection 


Calais, Dunkirk, Havre, Lyons, Marseilles, Nantes, Paris Central, 
Paris Bourse, Genoa, Milan, Rome, Antwerp, Brussels, Ghent, 
Amsterdam, Hague, Rotterdam, Berlin. Bremen, Cologne, Dussel- 
dorf, Emden, Frankfort-on-Main, Hamburg, Leipzig, Madgeburg, 
Berne, Geneva, and Zurich. | | 


Finland.—A telephonic connection between Tornea and 
Haparanda is being planned. The Director of Telegraphs will 
shortly place before the Finnish Government a proposition that 
the State should construct a telephonic installation from Uleaborg 
to Tornea. By this means it would be possible to telephone from 
Sweden to the most remote parts of Finland. Economic Reriew. 


Italy.—The Eronomista Italia states that wireless stations 
have been opened at Misurata and Azisia, in Tripolitania, subject to 
the tariff fixed in Tripoli. The Thié station, subject to the tariff 
fixed by Eritria, has also commenced working. 


United States.— The New York telephone service has 
fallen grievously from ita former state of efficiency. Since the 
Armistice it has steadily and rapidly deteriorated until to-day, says 
The Times," There is no more despised and abused institution in 
the world.” The vice-president of the company has issued a plea 
for mercy to the public. He admits that the service is bad, and 
cannot promise any real improvement formany months. According 
to him, the daily average of calls in New York before the war was 
2,000,000. This number had increased to 4,000,000 on the first of 
the present, year. Yet all through the war the telephone industry 
was classified as non-essential, with the result that the company 
was unable to make new extensions to meet the amazing growth of 
traffic. To add to its difficulties, its staff of operators is short by 
3,000. The company intends to spend during the next 12 months 
-£7,200,000 in establishing new exchanges, and to add 2 400.000 to 
the amount of its pay-roll. 
It is announced that the U.S. Government will return to private 
operation, on February 29th, all private wireless stations taken 
over during the war period. 


Wireless Time Signals. — The London Gazette of 
February 20th contains an Admiralty Notice to Mariners, No. 316 
of 1920, which cancels former Notice, No. 171 of 1920, containing 
general information and a list of wireless time signals intended to 
provide, in & form suitable to give all information required by the 
wireless operator, a complete and up-to-date list of all time signals 
issued by wireless stations throughout the world. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 
girare care 3 5 4. Official 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia.— MELBOURNE.—March 30th. City Council. 
12,000 metal filament incandescent lamps. (February 6th.) 

April 12th. City Council. Two 2,000-Kw. rotary converters ; 
H. T. switchgear, 6,600 v.; D.C. switchgear, 600 v. (January 30th.) 


Belfast.— March 10th, Electricity Department. Stores, 
including meters, cables, electrical acoessorieg, lamps, carbon 
brushes, &c. (February 20th.) 

March 22nd. Electricity Department.  Coal-handling plant. 
(February 20th.) 


Chester-le-Street (Co. Durham).—March 8rd. Urban 


District Council. Underground mains and all equipment for lighting 
district by electricity. Mr. F. J. Gray, Clerk, Council Offices. 


Doncaster.—March 2nd. Electricity Department. Two 
3,000-K W., three-phase turbo-generators, with condensing plants. 
(February 20th.) 


Dundee.— Tramways Committee. Stores for a year, 
including armature .coils, commutators, insulated wire, lamps, 
switches, &c; overhead equipment materials. Mr, P. Fisher, 
General Manager. 


Edinburgh.—March 29th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment.  Condensing plant for Portobello station. Specification 
No. 23. (See this issue.) 


France.—March 5th. French State Railway authorities, 
43. Rue de Rome, Paris. 'Tenders for an electric lighting and 
power installation at the new railway works at Sotteville Quatre- 
Mares, near Rouen, 

March 2nd. French State Railway authorities, 43, Rue de Rome, 
Paris. For the supply and laying of two three-phase high-tension 
cables between the La Garenne Chatou and St Germain sub-stations. 


Gellygaer. — March 21st. Urban District Council. 
Transformer plant, H.T. and L.T. switchgear, 11,000 v, and 500 v. ; 
overhead line material. (See this issue.) 


Gilllngham.— February 28th. Electric Light and Power 
Department. Two 700 to 800-B. H. . combined Diesel engines and 
alternators. (February 20th.) 


Corporation. Two 3-ton steam or 3-ton electric travelling jib 
cranes, . 
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Hebburn.— Electric lighting of the premises of the New 
Town Working Men's Social Club. Specifications from the Stewards. 


Halifax,—March 12th. Tramways and Electricity Com- 
mittee. One 1,000-kw. turbo-alternator, with condenser. (See 
this issue.) 


Hammersmith:— March 3rd. Electricity Committee. 
Stores for 12 months, including electric light sundries, insulated 
wire, meters, jointing compound, &o. (February 13th.) 


Lincoin,—March 2nd. Electricity Department. One 


тс battery, for St. Swithin’s Power Station. (February 
6th. 


London.—Great Central Railway. 
for 12 months, including electrical line construction, electrical 
apparatus, wires, cables, lamps, «о. Specifications from Mr. W. 
Williams. Stores Superintendent, G.C.B., Gorton, Manchester. 

Н.М. Office of Works. March 12th. Electrical accessories for 


12 months, (See this issue.) 


Macclesfield.— March 15th. County Asylum. Electrical 
goods for six months. Mr. W. G. F. Tingay, Clerk. 


Merthyr Tydfil.— March 9th. Board of Guardians. 
Electrical fittings fer six months. The Workhouse Master. 


‚Мет Zealand.— DuNEDIN.— April 26th. City Council. 
(a) electric oar bodies; (5) car trucks; and (с) car equipment. 
Documents may be consulted by British firms interested, at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 
85, Old Queen Street, 8.W. 1 (Room 49). 


Plymouth. — March 18th. 
Turbo-alternator, converter and booster. 


Electricity Committee. 
(See this issue.) 


CLOSED. 
Croydon.—Town Council :— 
Dust destructor, South Norwood. —Meldrums, Ltd., £13,884. 


Epsom.— Urban District Council :— 


Distributing mains and laying.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., 27,889 (less 
£849 credit for old copper, and adjustment of labour rate, £154). 


London. — STEPNEY. — CORRECTION. — In our list of 


the tenders submitted to the Borough Council (see ELEO. REV., 
February 20th, page 242) the price quoted by the Mirrlees- Watson 
Oo., Ltd., for condensing plant, is incorrectly given. It should be 
£14,960 not £16,960. 


FuLHAM.—Electricity Committee. Recommended: 
Feed-water heater, £828.— Worthington, Simpson & Co. 


South Africa.—Lapysmira.—OCorporation. Accepted :— 


Two Babcock & Wilcox water-tube boilers, with mechanical stokers, super- 
heaters, filters, &c.—Messrs. Reunert & Lenz. Delivery is expected 
about the middle of April. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


28th. At Albemarle 


Royal ins Institution of Great Britain.—Saturday, Febru 
y Bir J. J. Thomson, 


Street, W. АЗ р.п. Lecture on Positive Rays," 
Pres. R. B. 


Fara araday Soci ety.—Monday, March 1st. Joint meeting with the London 
Bection of 2 Society of Chemioal Industry. 
en of eers.—Monday, March 1st. At Burlington House, W. At 
8 per on Some En neering Work done by the 277th Railway 
PR. LE) in France and Belgium During the War," by Mr. R. H. 
e 
R en Society.—Tuesday, March 2nd. At the Royal Society of Medicine, 


impole Street, W. C. At 8 p.m. Third Silvanus Thompson Memorial 
Lecture on Analysis by X-rays," by Prof. W. H. Bragg, F. R. S. 


é Engineering Society. — Wednesday, March 8rd. At the Royal 
Institution, Colquitt Street. At B p.m. Paper on ** Water-tube versus 
Cylindrical Boilers in the Mercantile Marine," by Mr. E. A. Atkins. 


Association of Engineerie and Shipbuilding Draughtsmen.—Wednesday, 
March 1 80 p. н At the Keb e Lee Lecture Theatre, Liverpool 
University. Mr. D. H. Tates, A. M. I. M. E., on The Una-Flow Steam 
ne.“ Thursday. March 4th. At 8 p.m. At Milton Hall, Manchester. 
Mr. Peter Doig on The Screw Propeller.“ Friday, March 6th. At 7.30 
ло. At the Applied Science Department, Sheffield University. *'*Fl«t 
Pistes," by Mr. C. C. Pounder, A.M.I.M.E. Friday, March 6th. At the 
5 School, Barrow-in-Furness. Mr. M. Сбгопе! on Gearing 
Des 


nstitution of Electrical Engineers.— Thursday, March 4th. At the Con- 
: ht Rooms, Great Queen Street, W. C. (7 for 7.80 p.m.). Annual dinner. 
ormal meeting. Monday, March lst. At the Institute of Patent 
Agents, Staple Inn Buildings, W. C. At 7 p. m. Lecture on The Future 

of Labour in the Engineering Industry,“ by Mr. R. E. Dickinson. 


(Western Centre.)—Monday, March 1st. At the Merchant Venturers’ 
Technical College, Bristol. At 7 p.m. Lecture on Electric Clocks,“ by 
Prof. D. Robertson. 


(Students' Meeting).—Friday, March 5th. At the City and Guilds 
(En iE E College, South Kensington, S.W. At 7pm. Address by the 
President. 


British Industries Fairs.—At the Crystal Palace, London; Castle Bromwich 
Aerodrome, Birmingham; and the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. Open until 
March Sch. 


Janior lastitution of Engineers. — Friday, March 6th. At 89, Victoria 
Street, B. W. At 7.80 р Lecturette on Notes on Gauge Testing and 
Measuring Appliances,” "by Mr. F. H. Holt. 


March 17th. Stores 


NOTES. 


The 25,000-KW. Turbo-Alternator at Manchester.—- 
In our article on the new plant at Stuart Street generating station, 
Manchester, last week, the generating set was inadvertently 
described in the foot-lines to figs. 2 and 4 as a “ Metropolitan- 
Vickers Turbo-Alternator." This description was correct so far as 
the alternator was concerned, but the turbine and condensing 
plant, as stated in the body of the article, were supplied by the 
chief contractors, Messrs. Richardsons, Westgarth & Co., Ltd., of 
Hartlepool. The turbine is one of their standard combined impulse- 
reaction turbines of the Brown-Boveri type, except for modifica- 
tions made by the firm to suit the special conditions at Manchester. 


Smoke Abatement.—Dr. Addison, the Minister of 
Health, has appointed a Committee to consider the present state of 
the law as regards the pollution of the air by smoke and other 
noxious vapours, and to advise what steps are desirable and 
practicable to diminish the evila still arising from such pollution. 
Lord Newton will be chairman of the new Committee, and Mr. 
E. С. Н. Salmon, of the Ministry of Health, will act as secretary ; 
any communication should be addressed to him at the Ministry of 
Health, Whitehall, S. W. 1. 


The Status of Engineers.— Application will be made to 
the Legislative Assembly of the Province of British Columbia at 
the next session on behalf of the Association of Professional 
Engineers of British Columbia for a private Bill to be known as 
the British Columbia Engineering Profession Act, for the purposes 
of governing and regulating the practice of civil, mining, metal- 
lurgical, mechanical, electrical, and chemical engineering in that 
province, the qualification, examination, and registration of 
intending practitioners, discipline of members, and so on.— 
Electrical News, 


Parliamentary.—In the House of Commons, last week, 
the following Bills were read a second time :—Central London and 
Metropolitan District Railway Companies (Works) Bill L.C.C. 
(General Powers) Bill, London United Tramways Bill, and the 
South Metropolitan Electric Tramways Bill. 

The Daily Telegraph says that objection was taken to the second 
reading of the Metropolitan Electric Tramway Bill, and also to 
the London Electric Railway Companies’ Bill, which deals with an 
increase in fares. 


Record of Electrical Plant Iustalled During the War. 
—The head of each naval establishment on shore is requested by 
the Admiralty to arrange for a summarised description of all new 


electrical plant installed during the war in the establishment under 


his superintendence, to be forwarded at an early date. Any new 
applications of electricity made during the war are also to be 
reported, and a comparison made with pre-war plant and methods. 
This information is required in connection with the preparation of 
a Technica) History of the War by the section of the literary staff 
at the Admiralty, of which Commander Rollo Appleyard, R.N.V.R., 
is the head.— United Service Gazette. 


A Dot-and-Dash Duck.—4A correspondent writes :—A 
neighbour of mine who bought some ducks a few weeks ago found 
that one of them was exceptionally intelligent, and had an unsually 
loud and penetrating voice. He hada friend living about 200 yards 
away, to wham he had often wanted to send short messages. My 
neighbour, who during the war was a wireless operator on one of 
his Majesty's ships, soon discovered that if he took the duck up 
in his arms, it rapidly responded with a long-drawn qu-a-a-a-a-ck 
when he gently pulled its tail and held it for a second or so, 
and that it also readily shot out a short sharp quack when he 
pulled the tail and let go instantly. He now sends his messages by 
Morse code to his friend, who is looking for an equally intelligent 
duck with a voice of 200 yards’ range with which to reply.— 
Morning Post. 


A.0.E.C.—The annual meeting of the Association of 
Officers and Staff Members of Electricity Companies was held at 
Caxton Hall, on January 30th, and was well attended. In moving 
the adoption of the report, the chairmain, Mr. A. E. Beale, said 
that the Association was to be congratulated on Sir Alexander 
Kennedy having accepted the presidency of the Association and on 
the imposing list of vice-presidents ; several prominent officials 
had declined nomination, being of the opinion that they could more 
effectually assist if they were not officially connected with the 
A.O.E.C. The Chairman then touched shortly on the ramifications 
of the Association during the year, and laid particular strees on the 
Executive Committees work in connection with the Electricity 
Supply Bill. This had resulted in the embodiment of Clause 16 in 
the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, containing all the essential 
provisions embodied in the corresponding clauses of the Acts con- 
stituting the Metropolitan Water Board, Port of London Authority, 
and Ministry of Transport. He concluded by paying a high 
tribute to the hon. secretary, Mr. O. M. Andrews, for his devotion 
to the interests of the Association, and for his efforts in connection 
with the Bill. The retiring Executive Committee and officials were 
then re-elected for the ensuing year. It was resolved that a teati- 
monial should be presented to the hon. secretary in recognition of . 
his services to the Association. 


German Exhibitions in 1920.— During 1920 general 
exhibitions will be held at Leipzig, Breslau, Frankfurt-on-Main, 
Königsberg, and special exhibitions in Berlin, Düsseldorf, Elberfeld. 
Königsberg, Leipzig, and Stuttgart, —Times, 
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X-Ray Kinematography.— The daily Press announces 
that two French medical men, Dr. Formon and Dr. Comandon, have 
produced a combined X-ray and kinema apparatus which, it is 
claimed, permits the filming of the interior of animals so as to 
show on the screen all the movements of the various organs. The 
apparatus is expected to be of great assistance to medical science, 
especially in the training of students. The films allow every 
movement of the organs to be watched on the screen, and any 
irregularity noted. А 


Appointments Vacant.—Telegraph mechanicians (£250 
+ £170), for the Government of the Gold Coast Posts and Telegraph 
Department; shift engineer (858.), for the Whalley County Asylum; 
mains assistant (£105 + 20 per cent. + £90), for the Portsmouth 
Corporation Electricity Department; sub-station attendant 
(79s. 10d.), for the Bootle Corporation Electricity Works; mains 
engineer (£300), for the Wigan Borough Council Electricity 
Department; plumber-jointer (818.) for the Bolton Corporation 
Electricity Department; junior charge engineer (£100 + 20% 
+ 290), for the Barrow Corporation Electricity Department. 
See our advertisement pages to-day. 

The Calcutta Corporation is inviting applications until May lat, 
for the. post of lighting superintendent. A lengthy advertisement, 
stating the gas and electrical duties, salary, conditions, &c , will be 
found in The Times for February 23rd. 


Tale of a Rat.—An electrical breakdown of an unusual 
but, unfortunately, not unprecedented nature, is illustrated in the 
accompanying reproduction of a photcgraph taken at the Daimler 
Co's Radford works. On a recent Thursday night the supply 
suddenly failed, and a lengthy investigation of the electrical 


equipment resulted in the finding of the body of a badly burnt rat, 
which had apparently attempted to walk across the high-pressure 
terminals of an oil-immersed switch. Thereby it started a short- 
circuiting current, which had persisted and formed an arc, with 
disastrous results, as will be seen in the illustration, to the rat, and 
also to the main switch. 


Fatallties.— An inquest was held, on February 19th, into 
the cause of the death of Harold Bligh Hill, aged 30, an electrician, 
employed in the L.C.C. sub-station, Upper Street, Islington, the 
previous Saturday night. He and a man named Frank Antill 
. went to their duties as usual, and about two o'clock deceased went 
down into the basement to clean up; having removed the 
screens, although the live pressure was on, he proceeded to clean 
one side of the switchboard using no gloves, whereas under the 
regulations, he should not aitempt to do any cleaning to 
the apparatus while the pressure was on. The telephone bell 
ringing, Antill went to answer it, and when he returned to the 
basement he found the deceased lying down by the side of the 
switchboard, apparently in an unconscious condition; he summon хі 
the police surgeon. who found life was extinct. there being burns 
on both hands. Dr. В. H. Spilsbury, the Home Office expert 
pathologist, who had made a post-mortem examination of the body 
of the deceased, proved that death was due to an electric shock. 
Mr. T. L. Horn, electrical engineer in charge of the electricity 
distributing system, said that after the occurrence he examined 
the apparatus and found all in order. Deceased, to do the cleaning 
work, should first have made certain that the pressure was off and 
the switchboard dead. and under no circumstance should he have 
done the work whilst the current was on, for such was highly danger- 
ous, and he waa by rule forbidden to do such work alone. It seemed 
that he went to do the work whilet his mate had gone upetaira te 


attend to the telephone, and whilst the latter was away it was 
possible, owing to his having removed the screen, for him to have 
slipped over a mat, and, in trying to save himself from falling, put 
out his hands, which came in contact with the live metsl. The 
Coroner recorded a verdict ok Accidental death." 

The Sydney Erening News reports an inquest on Miss E. G. M. H. 
Vidal (30), at Wollongong, who was ironing, when she was heard 
to scream, and was found standing by the table with her hande 
"twisted round an electric iron.” When the iron was prized out 
of her hands she fell to the floor, and could not be revived, though 
attempts to restore animation were carried on for 14 hours, Mrs. 
C. Markham said she had received a shock from the iron previously. 
Mias Vidal's slippers were damp, and an in r for the City 
Council, Mr. E F. S. Murphy, said he found the frame of the iron 
alive. If she had been on a dry floor, and had had dry footwear 
on, she would not have received the shock. The verdict was 
" Accidental death." ' 


The G.E.C. All-Electric House.— On Friday, last week, at 
the invitation of the General Electric Co., Ltd., a Press visit to the 
" All-Electric House exhibited by the company at the Ideal Home 
Exhibition, took place; there was a very large attendance, and 
great interest was manifested in tbe house and its equipment, 
which was described in our issue of February 13th. Great credit 
is due to the company for the enterprise of which this unique 
exhibit is the embodiment ; as we have repeatedly pointed out, the 
ecarcity and high price of domestic help have brought the subject 
of labour-saving appliances in the home into the forefront, and 
have created an ideal opportunity for that development of the 
applications of electricity in the household which is so long 
overdue. The comfort and convenience afforded by the electrical 
equipment of the house are sufficient to induce a craving for their 
realisation in the breast of every housewife who inspects the 
inetallation, and the exhibit should exeroise & marked influence on 
progress in this branch of the electrical industry. 

Presiding at a luncheon given by the General Electric Co. to its 
guests at the Clarendon Restaurant, Mr. Hugo Hirst said he was 
disappointed with the part played by electricity at the Ideal Home 
Exhibition ; there had been & gap of six years, during which the 
apparatus had remained in much the same stage of development as 
in 1914. Before the war the domestic appliance industry could not 
be developed as it should have been, because the supply authorities 
would not push the business adequately ; nevertheless, an order for 
2,000 electric ovens was put in hand by his company—then the 
wat put a stop to the work, electric heating and cooking and other 
domestic uses of electricity being forgotten in view of the more 
important problema that they had to face. Now they were atarting 
again where they left off; they would “get there" all right, but 
before these apparatus that were exhibited oould be used in their 
millions, they must lay down factories &nd produce the goods 
cheaply enough to enable the general public to adopt them, and 
they must also ensure that electrical energy should be provided 
here at as low & price as anywhere. Although labour aod coal 
were costly, electricity would play a fundamental part in the 
national reconstruction ; they must endeavour to produce the 
KW.-hour for one-tenth of a penny, or even less. Then all houses 
would be fitted electrically, at the cost of shillings, where pounds 
were now quoted. That was his view of the problem, aod the way 
in which it should be solved; only thus could the real “ electric 
home " be attaired. 

In reply to the toast of his health, Mr. Hirst remarked that he 
could employ thousands more men but forthe Trade Union restric- 
tions on output, which delayed the building of the new factories 
which the General Electric Co. was erecting. 

The arrangements for the visit were in the hands of Mr. H. 
Clifford Palmer, and were admirably organised and carried out. 


Volunteer Notes.—The Volunteer Signal Company of 
the Royal Engineers, which was formed in Glasgow in 1918, with 
Major E. T. Goslin as commanding officer, has been disbanded. 
With the consent of the contributors to the fund which was raised 
by the Soottieh Centre of the Institution of E'ectrical Engin- 
eers and the Electrical Contractors’ Association, Major Goslin 
has now handed over a balance of £197 to the Benevolent Fund ef 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers. 


Canals and luiand Waterways.— At a meeting of the 
Royal Society of Arta held on February 18th, Mr. A. Neville 
Chamberlain, M.P., who presided, stated that the financial con- 
dition of inland waterway undertakings was due to the competition 
of the railways which were subsidised by the Stute, He considered 
that the work of improving matters in this direction should be 
carried out by the Government, as private undertakings would not 
see in the scheme a paying proposition. Mr. Chamberlain 
suggested the formation .of Committees to control and operate 
the canals and inland waterways. 


Electrolytic Copper in France. — According to La 
Journal Industrielle of February 6th, for which we are indebted to 
the Department of Overseas Trade. a company known as Hydro- 
electrique et Métallurgique du Palais during the war constructed a 
hydroelectric plant at Le Palais (Vienne), 2 km. from Limoges, 
and a works for the production of electrolytic copper. in order to 
secure a measure of independence of America in the supply of 
copper for war purposes. The works was laid out and equipped 
for an annual output ^* 22,000 tons of electrolytic copper. The 
company is contemplating the construction on the Taurion, a 
tributary of the Vienne, of new hydroelectric worke for similar 
purposes, but in view of the existing conditions no date ean be 
assigned for their eompletion. 
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The End of the War.—The recording tape illustrated 
below, which we reproduce from the Journal of Electricity, pre- 
sente a remarkably graphic history of the end of the war,” over 
a year ago, November lith, 1918. It is the tape from an American 
electrical listening instrument on the battle front, used to locate 
enemy batteries, and is calibrated to show fifths of a second of time. 
With photographic accuracy it shows the cessation of artillery 
activity on the American sector near the river Moselle, at 11 o'clock 
on, the day of the Armistice. 
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END-OF-THE-WAR RECOBD, 


The perfection of sound-ranging devices is typical of the many 
services rendered by engineering and technical enterprise toward 
the winning of the world conflict. These were among the scientific 
instruments which the Germans were never able to produce success- 
fully for themselves. The uncanny accuracy of this sound-detecting 
equipment is indicated by the record of one instrument which 
located 117 gun positions in a single day. The recording micro- 
phones were so delicate that their use had never been considered 
poesible outside of laboratories, yet they were employed with 
success amid the din and concussion of heavy bombardments. So 
accurately did their data check, that enemy gun positions could be 
determined within 50 ft. by instruments several miles away. 


Electricity Supply in Victoria.—We have received from 
the Secretary to the Electricity Commissioners of Victoria, 
Australia, their report on the utilisation of brown coal and water- 
power for the production of electrical energy, which leads them to 
the following conclusions: — That the necessary steps should te 
taken to inaugurate a State scheme for the supply of electrical 
energy, and that for this purpose a power house of an initial 
capacity of 50,000 Kw. should be established on the Morwell brown 
coal field, at a cost, including the transmission lines and sub- 
stations, estimated at £2,737,392. It is important that the scheme 
&hould be in operation early in 1923. Hydroelectric power schemes 
are in the meantime deferred, pending the completion of investi- 
gations now in progress. The Morwell power house should he 
linked up with the Newport power house, and both operated under 
the control of a single authority. Research work on brown coal 
should be continued ; the coal field should be opened up for the 
supply of fuel to the public, and the manufactare of briquettes 
should be tried. A sum of £150,000 is required to house th» 
workmen, and £30,000 for briquetting plant, bringing the total 
estimate up to &2,917,382. The Commissioners recommend that 
a reduction of import duties should be obtained on items of plant 
required for the scheme that cannot be made in Australia, 
particularly the alternators. 

We are informed that the report has been adopted by the 
Victorian Government, the Bill hag been passed, and steps are being 
taken to proceed with the scheme at once, 


Relative Costs of Coal aud Oil,—The Board of Trade 
Journal hag recently published figures collected by H.M. Commercial 
Secretary at Washington, showing that, although a few years ago 
there was a saving of 10'2 per cent. in the use of oil fuel, as 
compared with an equivalent quantity of coal, the prices of the 
two types of fuel have not risen in equal ratio, and so the present 
balance is slightly in favour of coal. In the Chicago distriot, for 
instance, the percentage increase in the cost of oil during the last 
few years has been 280, while the price of coal has only advanced 
67 per cent. These figures are based on heat values only, plant 
ip d in the case of oil being greater than that obtained by the 
use of coal. 


Scientific Research in Australia.—4A Bill which, when 
it becomes law, will create the " Commonwealth Institute of Science 
and Industry," is now on its course through the Federal Legis- 
lature. The underlying idea of the measure is to establish a body 
that will carry out scientiflo research work in relation to (1) the 
primary industries, and (2) the manufacturing industries. 
co-ordinate the scientific work which is now being undertaken by 
the States, will prevent overlapping and so ensure greater efficiency. 
The Institute is to be controlled by a Directorate of three scientific 
directors, who have not yet been appointed. They will be respon- 
sible to the Minister for Trade and Customs. Pending the passage 
of the Bill, the Adyieory Council of Science and Industry, estab- 
lished in March, 1916, is preparing the ground, and is exercising 
in a preliminary way the functions that will belong to the future 
Institute. Researches into many problems affecting Australia have 
already been initiated and other investigations previously in 
progress have been encouraged and co-ordinated. Amongst other 
matters, a scheme for the creation of an Australian Engineering 
Standards Association has been: prepared and approved by engineer- 


It will 


ing associations and leading engineers throughout the Oommon- 
wealth. Conferences for the standardisation of structural steel 
sections, railway rails and fishplates, and tramway rails have 
already been convened, in each case with entirely successful 
results. Board of Trade Journal. 


Hydraulic Power in the Rumanian Rivers.—H.M. 


Commercial Secretary at Bucharest has reported through the 
D.O.T. that according to an estimate of the hydraulic reserves 


. of Rumania published in the Bulletin of the State Railways 


there is a total of 841,093 н.р. which could be transformed 
into energy. This conclusion is based upon the flow in the 
rivers at the driest season of the year. In order to arrive at 
the actual H.P. available it would appear to be the practice 
to increase this by 150 per cent., a course which brings the 
total available H.P. up to 9,950,000. The Bulletin states that 
in 1913 only 41,000 H. p. was explaited. : 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Belfast Association of Engineers.—Under the auspices of this 
Association a paper on The Ultimate Constitution of Matter was 
read by Mr. W. C. Ward, at the Municipal Technical Institute, on 
February 19th. Mr. Alex. Browne (president), oocupied the chair , 
and there was a good attendance, 

Institution of Mechanical Bngineers.—The annual report for 
1919 states that grants in aid of research work during the year were 
as follows :—Alloys, £220; steam-nozzles £160; hardness testa, 
£150 ; and cutting tools, £100. Mr. A. F. Shore, of New York, 
was awarded a grant of £20 from the Sir Robert Hadfield Prize 
Fund, for a paper on “ Hardness Determination," and a grant of 
£7 for his paper on The Measurement of High Degrees of Hard- 
ness," was made to Mr. J. Innes. The accounts show an income of 
£22.684. against an expenditure of £24,843, a loss on the year 
of £2,159, 

E. P. E. A.— The annual dinner of the North-Eastern Division was 
held on the 17th inst., at the Savoy Restaurant, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
under the presidency of Mr. A. 8. Blackman, M.I.E.E., M.I.M E. 

Mr. A. L. Lunn, Past President of the E P. E. A., in proposing the 
toast of The Guests, said he was pleased to note the presence of 
so many chief engineers. The Association was not looked upon 
with favour when it commenced its activities, but eventa had 
proved that it was started at the right time. He had recently read 
in the journal of the Electrical Trades Union, tbat there was 
only one fly in the ointment, and that was the E. P. E. A.,“ and they 
were going to dig it out, but the E. P. E. A. was here to stay, and 
its work should have commenoed 25 years ago. 

Mr. R. P. Sloan, C. B. E., M. I. E. E., in responding to the toast, said 
Һе had always felt a great interest in the work of the E. P. E. A. 
He noted that the membership of the Association had increased 
by 40 per cent. during the previous year. The E. P. E. A. had been 
a benefit to the electricity supply industry, as it had been the 
means of compelling the employers to come together. The 
objects of the E.P.E.A. were laudable ones, and they could rely 
upon his sympathy and support. 

Mr. E. Moxon proposed the toast of the E. P. E. A., and Mr. C. 
Vernier, M. I. E. E., in response, indicated the work of the Associa- 
tion in connection with the Electricity (Supply) Act, and the iesne 
of Award No. 9,281. In his opinion, the most important work that 
the Associa‘ion had accomplished. was the formation of the 
National Joint Board of Employers and Staff Members (Electricity 
Supply Industry). This Board was actively engaged at the 
moment in the consideration of the minimum salaries of the 
technical staffs of the undertakings, and its work was of great 
im portance to all concerned. 

An interesting and enjoyable musical entertainment waza pro- 
vided to the appreciation of all present. 

Royal Institution.—On March 8th and 10th Sir John Cadman's 
postpuned lectures on Modern Development of the Miner's Safety 
Lamp," and "Petroleum and the War," will be delivered. 

Physical Society of London.—at the annual general meeting on 
February 13th, Prof. C. H. Lees, F.R.S., delivered his presidential 
address, on The Temperature of the Earth's Interior." The 
foundation of an International Union of Physics was unanimously 
approved, and it was announoed that Prof. W. H. Bragg, C.B.E., 
F. R. S., had been elected president, the secretaries being Mr. D. 
Owen, D. Sc., and Mr. F. E. Smith, O.B.E, F. R. S.; foreign secre- 
tary, Bir Arthur Schuster, F.R.S.; and treasurer, Mr. W. R. 
Cooper, M.A. 

Bradford Engineering Soclety.—At a meeting at the Technical 
College on February 16th, Major 8. Utting, M.LM.E, A. M. I. E. E, 
lectured on Induced Draught for Boiler Installations, with 
special reference to the Prat System.” The chair was occupied 
by the President (Mr. W. Leach). 

Institution of Electrical Engineers.—The third ordinary meet- 
ing of the LIVERPOOL SUB-CENTRE was held, on February 16th, 
at the University, Liverpool, when Lieut.-Col. F. C. Aldous, D.S.O., 
and Mr. A. L. Scanes delivered a joint lecture on '' Electric Power 
Supply in the Rhine Valley." Prof. E. W. Marchant presided over 
a large attendance of members. Lieut.-Col. Aldous deliveied the 
first part of the lecture, which dealt with the Electrical Features 
of Power Supply in the Rhine Valley, Mr. Scanes following with a 
brief description of the Mechanical Features. The lecture was 
illustrated by a large number of interesting lantern slides. A 
discussion followed, in which Messrs. Dickinson, T. D. Clothier, W. 
Lang, Ohleon, Povey, and the chairman took part. The lecturers 
suitably replied. 
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OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of t 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


The Electricity Commissioners.—In our last issue we 


published the announcement of the appointment of four of . 


the Electricity Commissioners—Sir John Snell, Mr. H. Booth, 


Photo by [Keith Dannatt. 


SIR JOHN F. C. SNELL. 


Mr. W. W. Lackie, and Mr. A. Page—with portraits of the 
two last named. We now have pleasure in reproducing the 
portraits of the Chief Electricity Commissioner, Sir John 
Snell, and Mr. Booth. In our issue of June 26th, 1914, 
p. 1075, we had already given a short biography of Sir John 


H. Воотн, 3 


Snell, together with his portrait, on the occasion of his 
knighthood, whilst he was president-elect of the Institution 
of Electrical Engineers. 

It is believed that the fifth Commissioner will be Mr. Hay- 
ward, of the London County Council. 


On November 18th, the Hackney B.C. referred back to the 
Establishment and General Purposes Committee for further 
consideration the recommendation to increase the salary of 
Мг. L. L. Rosrinson, the borough electrical engineer, from 
4750 to £1,050 per annum, rising to £1,200 per annum. On 
proceeding to further consider the matter, the committee 
had before it a communication dated November 2th by Mr. 
Robinson, asking for remuneration in accordance with the 
scale authorised by the Associated Municipal Electrical En- 
gineers (Great Britain and Ireland). After conferring with 
the Electricity Committee on the question, a joint meeting 
of the two committees passed a resolution expressing the 
opinion that the above-mentioned scale should be adopted 
from April Ist, 1920, it being understood that the addition 
to the basic salary for new consumerg should not exceed £250 
in any year. The salary for the year em peg 1 April Ist, 
1920, under the scale, will be made up as follows: Basic salary 
£1,000, plus £169 additional for consumers, plus £175 10s., 
being 15 per cent. to cover the extra cost of living in London, 
plus £134 10s., an over-all 10 per cent. increase for deprecia- 
tion of money values, giving a total of £1,479. The com- 
inittee recommends: That as from April Ist, 1920, the scale 
of salary of the A.M.E.E. (Great Britain and Ireland) be 
adop in respect to the salary of the borough electrical 
engineer on the understanding that the addition to the basic 
salary in regard to the number of consumers is not to exceed 
a maximum of £250 in any year. 

Mr. Е. C. Witson has been elected chairman of the Liver- 
poa Tramways Committee, in succession to Ald. Russell 
Taylor. | 

We are informed that Mr. E. G. Baker has resigned his ap- 
pointment with the Morecambe Corporation electricity works. 

After two months' holiday on account of ill-health, Mr. 
Е. H. Rupp, Corporation electrical engineer at Rochdale, has 
now resumed duty. 

Wigan Tramways Committee has appointed Mr. R. Hoc- 
GARD, formerly chief traffic assistant to the Sheffield Cor- 
poration Tramways, to be traffic superintendent, at £275 per 
year. 

Liverpool Tramways Committee has decided to recommend 
the City Council to appoint Mr. P. PRIESTLEY as general 
A nad of the Corporation tramways, to succeed Mr. C. W. 

allins. 

Stirling T.C. has increased the salary of the electrical en- 
gineer, Mr. W. R. Murray, by £50 a year to 4350. 

Obituary.—Mr. E. G. Way.—The death has occurred, at 
the age of 37 years, of Mr. Edwin George Way, of the firm of 


Wort & Way, electrical engineers, of Salisbury, and Radnor 
House, Downton, Wilts. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Electroducer, Ltd. (163,977) .—Private company. Regis- 
tered February 12th. Capital, 22,300 in 40 A shares of £50 each and 
6,000 “ B” shares of ls. each. To acquire patents and rights, to enter into 
agreements with manufacturers for the right to manufacture and eell ihe 
company's electric cooking appliances, and to enter into an agreement with 
C. H. Lauth. The first directors are: C. H. Lauth, 11, Highbury Mansions, 
N.1; T. Jacob, The Oaks, Barnet Lane, Elstree; T. Plant, 98, Balham Park 
Road, S.W.; G. Maunsell, 116, Grosvenor Road, N.5. Registered office: 324, 
Upper Street, Islington, N. 


R. W. Crabtree & Sons, Ltd. (163,908) Registered 
February 10th. Capital, £600,000 in £1 shares (300,000 3 per cent. cumula- 
tive preference). To carry on the business of electrical, manufacturing, 
mechanical, motor, hydraulic and general engineers, fitters, founders, boiler 
makers, &c. Minimum cash subscription, 7 shares. The first directors аге: 
C. H. Crabtree, Water Lane, Leeds; A. E. Crabtree, Water Lane, Leeds; E. 
Gillett, Hawthorn Road, Willesden Green; A. Terrey, 28, Keith Road, Hayes, 
Middlesex. Qualification, £2,000. Remuneration, 00 each per annum (£50 
extra for the chairman). Solicitors: Ashurst, Morris, Crisp & Co., 17, Throg- 
morton Avenue, E.C. 


Radio Press, Ltd. (164,035).—Private company. Regis- 
tered February 13th. Capital, £100 in #1 shares. To carry on the business 
of proprietors and publishers of newspapers, journals, magazines, books, &c., 
dealing with radio telegraphy and telephony, submarine signalling, &c. The 
subscribers (each with one share) are: B. Binyon, 34, Norfolk Street, W.C., 
managing director; E. A. B. Snoaden, 34, Norfolk Street, W.C., secretary. 
Table “А " mainly applies. Registered office: 34, Norfolk Street, W. C. 


West Yorkshire Motors, Ltd. (164,097).—Private com- 
pany. Registered February láth. Capital, £5,000 in #1 shares. To take over 
the business of a wire worker carried on by F. G. Brockway, at Providence 
Street, Elland, Yorks., and to carry on the same and the business of manu- 
facturers of and dealers in electric motors and dynamos, big plant, &c. 
The subscribers (each with one share) are: F. G. Brockway, 24, Waverley 
Road, Elland, wire manufacturer; E. Turner, 18, Huddersfield Road, Elland, 
electrical engineer. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Regis- 
tered office: Providence Street, Elland, Yorks. 


Standard Electric Welding Co., Ltd. (164,324).— Private 
company. Registered February 20th. Capital, £5, in 10s. shares. To 
carry on the business indicated by the title, and to adopt an agreement with 
the Shipbuilding and Engineering Appliances Co., Ltd. The first directors 
are: J. D. Andrew, 24, Grainger Street West, Newcastle-on-Tyne, consulting 
engineer; W. J. Pickersgill, Eden House, Newcastle Road, Sunderland, ship- 
builder; T. H. Pattinson, 2, Esplanade, Sunderland, shipbuilder; T. W. 
Crozier, 25, Marine Terrace, Blyth, shipbuilder; J. H. Rgadhead, East Garth, 
South Shields, shipbuilder. Registered office: 24, Grainger Street West, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Technical & General Advertising Agency, Ltd. (164,186). 
--Private company. Registered February 17th. Capital, £1,000 in #1 shares. 
To carry on the business indicated by the title. The subscribers (each with 
one share) are: H. E. Littlewood, 9, Ashburnham Gardens, Upminster, 
solicitor's clerk; T. Harvey, 58, Thornhill Road, N.1, solicitor's clerk. Table 
"A" mainly applies. Solicitors: Vint, Hill & Killick, Commercial Bank 
Buildings, Bradior! 
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London Mica and General Supply Co., Ltd. (163,926) .— 
Private company. Registered February JIth.. Capital, 21,000 in £1 shares 
To take over the business of a mica and general merchant carried on by S. 
Grout, at Islington, us the London Mica and General Supply Co. The first 
directors are: 5. Grout, 13, St. Helen’s Park Road, Hastings; F. A. Smith, 6, 
Beatrice Road, Walthamstow; W. Beaumont, Firnichill, Blatchington Road, 
Tunbridge Wells. Registered office: 51, Upper Street, Islington, N. 


R. Cranmer Brown, Ltd. V company. 
Registered February 18th. Capital, £5, in £1 shares. To take over 
business of electrical, mechanical and general engineers, contractors, &c., 
carried on as T. P. Pollitt & Co., Ltd.,“ at 9, Wellington Street, Hull. 
The first directors are: G. H. King, Normont, Kelvinside Gardens, Glasgow; 
R. C. Brown, 157, Boulevard, Hull. Solicitur: II. Wray, Hull. Registered 
office: 9, Wellington Street, Hull. 


Fletcher Electro Salvag Co., Ltd. (164,150).—Private 
company. Registered February l7th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To take 
over the business of electro depositors of metal carried on by R. J. Fletcher 
and G. Martin at 3, Penarth Street, Old Kent Road, S. E., as“ Fletcher & 
Martin." The subscribers (each with one share) are: W. C. Petrie, 2, Tudor 
Street, E.C., manufacturer; R. J. Fletcher, 3, Penarth Street, Old Kent 
Road, S.E., engineer. The first directors are not named. Registered office : 
3, Penarth Street, Old Kent Road, S. E. 


Charles Parker (London), Ltd. (164,067).—Private com- 


pany. Registered February láth. Capital, £5, in £1 shares. To take over 
the business of manufacturing electrical engineer, magneto specialist, &c., 
carried on by С, С. Parker at 75, Park Road North, Acton, W. The first 
directors are: С. С. Parker, 18, Hardwicke Road, Chiswick, W.3, manufac- 
turing electrical свое (permanent managing director); R. J. Hewett, 12, 
Hardwicke Road, Chiswick Park, W.3. Secretary: Phyllis M. Hesilridge. 
Solicitors: A. E. Griffiths & Son, 44, Bedford Row, W.C. 


Anglo-French Engineering Co., Ltd. (164,246).—-Private 
company. Registered February 19th. — Capital, £50, in #1 shares. To 
carry ол the business of mechanical, electrical and general engineers, &c. 
The subscribers (each with one share) аге: A. M. Ingledew, 4, Mount Stuart 
Square, Cardiff, solicitor ; D. Greatrex, 12, Fenchurch Avenue, E.C.3, 
steamship manager. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. 
Solicitors: Ingledew & Sons, 4, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff. 


Jovel Engine (England), Ltd. (164,268).— Registered 
February 19th. Capital, £100,000 in £1 shares. To acquire from the Jovel 
Engine (Parent) Co., Ltd., the benefit within the U.K. and Isle of Man of 
an existing invention relating to rotary internalcombustion engines, Xe. The 
first directors аге: J. A. Vielle, SI, Alleyn Park, S.E21; R. W. Jodrey, 
Chocorna, High Road, N.29; E. А. Kite, 31, Warwick Gardens, W.; J. W. R. 
Bryant, Onslow Court Hotel, S.W.7. Solicitors: E. A. Kite, 2, Dean's Yard, 
S.W. Registered office: 17, Waterloo Place, S.W. 


United Weldings and Electrica! Co., Ltd. (164,283)..— 
Private company. Registered February 19th. Capital, 25,000 in £1 shares. 
To take over the businesses of electrical and oxy-acetylene welders, electrical, 
mechanical and sanitary engineers, &c., carried on at 116, Chorlton Road, 
Stretford, as the United Weldings and Electrical Co., and at 3, Carter Street, 
Greenheys, Manchester, as * Robinson. Bros." The subscribers (each with 
one share) are: Mrs. Н. Pearson, 37, Park Street, Chorlton-on-Medlock, Мап- 
chester; Lily M. Pearson, 37, Park Street, Chorlton-on-Medlock, Manchester; 
G. J. Robinson, 80, Shrewsbury Street, Brooks Bar, Manchester, engincer. 
The first directors are: G. Robinson and C. H. Pearson (managing director). 
Registered office: 3, Carter Street, Greenheys, Manchester. 


Cavan Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd. (4,895).—Pri- 


vate company. Registered in Dublin, February 4th. Capital, £4,000 in £1 
shares. To carry on the business indicated by the title. The first directors 
аге: Н. McCauley, Farnham Hotel, Cavan, hotel proprictor; A. McCarren, 
Dromkeen, Cavan, pork merchant; J. F. O'Han!an, * Anglo Celt," Cavan, 
journalist; KR. Cinnamond, Church Street, Cavan, flesher; J. Cullen, New 
House, Cavan, wine merchant. Secretary: Р. Reilly. Registered office: 
Main Street, Cavan. 


Newtownbarry Electric Light Co., Ltd. (4,873).—Private 


company. Registered in Dublin, January 9th. Capital, 23,000 in EI shares. 
To carry on the business indicated by the title. The subscirbers (each with 
one share) are: G. T. Lewis, Weston, Newtownbarry, draper; D. Lennon, 
Main Street, Newtownbarry, general merchant. The first directors are: R. 
W. Hall-Dare, N. Thackerv, D. Lennon, D. R. J. Lawlor and G. Lewis. 
Secretary: G. Lewis. Registered office: Newtownbarry, Co. Wexford. 


Turner & Newall, Ltd. (163,992).—Private company. 
Registered February 12th. Capital, £3,000,000 in £1 shares (not more than 
1.000,000 7 per cent. cumulative preference and the remainder. ordinary). 
Objects: To take over the businesses of (a) Turner Brothers Asbestos Co., 
Ltd. (incorporated in 1899), (%% the Washington Chemical Co., Ltd. (incor- 
porated in 1893), and (с) of Newhalls Insulation Co., Ltd. (incorporated in 
1908), and to carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in 
asbestos, cotton, rubber goods, belting, packings, fire appliances, boiler and 
pipe coverings, &c. The subscribers (each with one share) are: Sir Samuel 
Turner, Chaseley, Rochdale; F. S. Newall. Castle Hill, Wvlam, Northumber- 
land, chemical manufacturer. The first directors are: Sir Samuel Turner, 
Е. S. Newall, R. Turner, G. S. Newall, C. H. Turner, S. Turner, jun., and 
H. R. Turner. Solicitor : G. L. Collins, Lower Gates, Rochdale. 


Chiswick Ignition Works, Ltd. (164,011).—Private com- 
pany. Registered February 13th. Capital, £1.000 in EI shares. To сагу 
on the business of electrical engineers and contractors, &c.. and to enter into 
an agreement with L. Н. Lamkin. The subscribers (each with one share) 
аге: L. H. Lamkin, 42, Durham Road, South Ealing, W. F. electrical engi- 
neer; F. Hales, 121, Hartham Road, Isleworth, clerk. The first directors are 
not named. Solicitor: J. A. T. Good, 40, Chancery Lane, W.C. 


Electric Fires, Ltd. (164,072).—Private company. Regis- 
tered February 14th. Capital, 210.000 in 4,000 10 per cent. cumulative pre- 
ference and 5,900 ordinary shares of £1 each апі 2,000 founders’ shares of 
1з. each. To acquire and turn to account any inventions relating to elec- 
trical or other fires, radiators, stoves, &c. Life directors: C. H. Smith. 32, 
Parliament Hill, N. W., electrical engineer; F. L. Newhouse, The Old Farm 
House, West Runton. Norfolk, manufacturer. Solicitor: J. N. Watts, 55 and 
56, Chancery Lane, W.C. 


P. S. C. Co., Ltd. (164,124).— Private companv. Regis- 
tered February 16th. Capital. 23,000 in £1 shares (1,000 cumulative prefer- 
ence). To carry on the business of electrical engineers. agents for commu- 
tator bar copper and other requisites for the engineering and allied trades. 
The subscribers (each with one share) are: Major P. Garton, Inglenook. Ger- 
rards Cross, Bucks; Capt. J. M. Campbell, 37, Queen's Club Gardens, S.W 7. 
The first directors are: Major P. Garton, Capt. J. M. Campbell, Major A. P. 
Reed and Major €. Suckling. Registered office: 64, Victoria. Street, West- 
minster, S.W. 


Anerley Engineering Works, Ltd. (1064,245).— Private 
company. Registered February 19th. Capital, £500 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of electrica! and general engineers and contractors, &c. The 
subscribers (each with one share) are: E. Harrison. R.A.C. Club, Pall Mall. 
S. W., engineer: W. Baines, Broad Street House, F.C.2. clerk. The first 
directors are: E. Harrison, G. Harrison and E. Revd. Registered office: 97, 
Asgerley Road, S.E.20. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Dartmoor Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Issue registered 
January 30th, 1920, of £600 debentures, part of a series of £5, already 
registered, 


Hall Pearn & Co., Ltd.— Mortgage on land and premises 
in Water Strect and Back Water Street, Manchester, subject to certain rent 
charges, registered January 29th, 1920, to secure £3,600. Holder: G. A. T. 
Jesson, Endsley, Swinton. 


Sheerness & District Electric Power & Traction Co., Ltd. 
—Satisfaction registered January 20th, 1920, to the extent of £200, balance 
of charge registered February lóth, 1915. 


North Wales Power & Traction Co., Ltd.—Particulars 
filed January 20th, 1920 (by permission of Court) of £250,000 debentures 
charged on land and hereditaments, and the company'» undertaking and pro- 
perty, present and future, including uncalled capital, amount of present issue 
eing £200,000. 


Creed & Co., Ltd.—Mortyage on 1, 2 and 3, Addiscombe 
Road, Croydon, registered January 22nd, 1920, to secure £3,000. Holder: Dr. 
H. W. Drew, Blatchington, Seaford. 


CITY NOTES. 


Mr. R. H. Benson presided at the annual 
London Electric meeting on February 90th. He said the 
Supply present was @ crucial moment in the for- 
Corporation, tunes of the electrical industry; its future 
Ltd. as always, was a political question: The 

| | : ker gave an interesting review of the 
pioneering work and the difficulties of the early years of the 
Deptford undertaking. He eaid that the value of the pioneer- 
ing enterprise of the companies could nevet be overestimated. 
Municipalities followed, and obtained provisional orders, and 
in some cases actually competed with the companies. He 
hoped that at last all the undertakers, whether companies or 
local authorities, would work together in unison to supply 
cheap power and plenty of it under the new Act. If we had 
kept the lead that we had in 1888 the German A.E.G. and 
the American G.E.C. might have been secondary concerns 
to-day, or at least Great Britain might have kept abreast and 
furnished electrical plant to the world as well as to our in- 
dustries at home. As matters stood, thev had several times 
had to go abroad for their plant; and even to-dav British 
makers could not accept orders, and it was necessary to go 
to Switzerland. The speaker tvent on to inquire why Britain 
lost the lead, and he blamed Parliament He discussed the 
position of power supply in the London district. In order to 
enable all the London companies to pool their resources and 
experience, a little company called The London Electricity 
(Joint Committee) 1920, Ltd.. had been registered. This waa 
an outcome of the Electricity Supply Bill. At a moment 
when economy in public finance was imperative, the feeling 
prevailed that, apart from the improvidence of dismembering 
existing organisations and scrapping technical and local ex- 
perience, the Treasurv might well be appalled at the prospect 
of having to find £200,000.000 or more for compulsory pur- 
chase of existing plant and development of super-stations up 
and down the country, especiallv at the moment when con- 
fronted with vast expenditure for housing. Jn the London 
district alone the value of existing plant might perhaps he 
put at £23.000,000. and it was probable that as much again 
could well be spent in the course of the next ten vears. The 
financial problem of finding the monev in such a way as not 
to be a burden to the State, but a positive source of revenue, 
and a contribution to the relief of taxation, was, in his 
oninion, not insoluble. Success depended on two main thinga: 
(1) increased output of power and no handicaps; (2) the 
restoration of the credit of the industry and active support 
at Westininster instead of harassing conditions. It waa the 
first rule of finance to make the best possible securitv. to be 
absorbed bv the savings of the publie, from the well-to-do 
down to the humblest. . 
Lord Ashfield (chairman and managing 


London director) nresided at the meeting of the 
Undergronnd London Electric Railway Co. and the Met- 
Electric ropolitan District Railway, on Februarv 
Railways. 19th. At the former, he said he hoped 


that before long thev would he able to 
sufficiently advance fares to avoid further need for the 
Government subsidv, and to ensure that the stability of their 
undertakings should he maintained. The increase in gross 
receipts was £961.495, but the expenses advanced bv £244,308. 
The purchase of 40 new carriages had been authorised during 
the vear. The cost of this rolling stock, which was similar 
to that now in use, was £177.700. which was about 940 per 
cent. more than in 1913. A further £98.00) expenditure on 
capital account included £28.000 for equipping lifts with 
landing control. Thev had not been able to undertake further 
necessary ond substantial improvementa because of the present 
very unsatisfactory results from operation of the undertaking. 
Speaking of the aguregate resulta of the five companies, the 
speaker said that on a total capital of £20.113.420 there waa 
a balance of only £496,387 available for dividend. The sub- 
sidv of £566,370 from the Government must some day be 
wiped away, and increased revenue from passengers must 
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take the place of that subsidy. In none of the five companies 
were they able to set aside sufficient to meet depreciation in 
the value of the rolling stock and equipment, especially when 
they took into account the enormously enhanced prices. If 
those allowances were made they had failed to earn suticient 
to meet their actual charges without any dividend margin. 
To have provided enough to pay their expenses and a very 
modest return of 4 per cent., the public would have had to 
pay £1,274,629 in increased fares. l.ord Ashfield proceeded 
to give figures to illustrate the advances in costs since 1913. 
The ratio of working expenses to gross receipts to-day was 
higher than in 1919, and they were confronted with demands 
for further increases in wages. In their Bill they were asking 
for power to charge such fares as would secure a revenue that 
would maintain the stability of the undertakings. 

Speaking at the meeting of the Metropolitan District Rail- 
way, Lord Ashfield said that the arrangement between the 
five companies had been described as an “ unholy alliance,“ 
and harmful to the public interests. He disugreed. The 
object of the arrangement was to give temporary assistance 
to any one of the companies which might meet with a period 
of adversity. If it were brought to an end it would not prove 
to anybody's advantage. He could not 
Governinent would go on indefinitely paying a subsidy to 
secure to the London public a system of transport the costs 
of which were greater than the revenue received from the 
passengers. They had on each passenger an actual loss of 
.074., and if they had regard to the necessity for making 
adequate allowance for depreciation and for the increased 
cost of all equipment, and were to pay 4 per cent. return, the 
actual loss per passenger during 1919 would have been .38d. 
per passenger. Since the war labour costs had increased by 
173 per cent., coul prices by 182 per cent., and petrol by 280 
per cent. Their Bill sought power to increase the maxinum 
charges and to abolish the workinan's fares. It should not 
be the responsibility of the companies to determine whether 
or not any particular section of the community should be 
carried at the expense of another section. On the average 
` fare paid by a workman for a single journey last year there 
was a loss of nearly one half penny on the average cost of 
a journey. Somebody else had to make that difference good. 

On February 20th Lord Ashfield presided at the meeting 
of the City & South London Railway. He said that on that 
railway they had during the rush hours of traftic practically 
reached the point of saturation, and substantial improvement 
in earnings could not be effected through any increase in 
passengers carried. They had spent during the year £22,300 
upon various improvements which formed part of an expendi- 
ture of £2,300,000, which though a public need, could not he 
carried out until the financial position of the undertaking 
improved. They had powers to raise fares, but were not 
acting on them, because they were waiting to join in with 
a general scheme, in the hope that there would be established 
ш London в system of fares more or less upon a uniform 
asis. 

On the same day Lord Ashfield also presided at the meeting 
of the Central London Railway. He referred to the advancing 
expenses, and to the new demands, which together led to 


their seeking Parliamentary powers to increase the maximum: 


charges. He also mentioned the new powers that are being 
sought to extend the railway from Shepherd's Bush to form 
a Junction. with the L. & S.W. Railway. 


The Fabrik Isolierter Drahte vorm. 
Vogel, of Berlin, reports gross profits «f 
5,030,000 marks for 1918-19, as compared 
with 4,480,000 marks in the preceding year. 
After writing off depreciation the net profits amount to 
1,780,000 marks, as against 2,720,000 marks, and the dividend 
is at the rate of 18 per cent., as in 1917-18. It is proposed 
to ае the share capital by 4,000,000 marks to 11,500,000 
marks. 

The accounts of the Elektrowerke A. G., of Berlin, whose 
share and loan capital is held by the Governinent, have just 
been issued for the wear ended March 31st, 1919. The com- 
pany's works are built on the Golpa lignite fields, and supply 
energy to the Imperial nitrogen works at Piesteritz. After 
mineeting general expenses, interest charges, &c., the accounts 
show gross profits of 9,093,000 marks, which sum has been 
written off for depreciation, as against 227,000 marks applied 
to that purpose in 1917-18. 

The directors of the Elektrische Ticht und Kraft Anlagen, 
A. G., of Berlin, reporting on the year 1918-19, state that the 
situation of the company would justify favourable hopes were 
it not for the fact that the increase on the loan of 8,000,000 
marks raised in 1907 was also payable in Swiss franes and 
redeemable in 1927. The payment of interest in franes had 
so prejudiced the otherwise satisfactory results for 1918-19 
that it was impossible to distribute апу dividend, which was 
also the cuse in the preceding vear. а 

The report of the Telephonfabrik A.G. vorm. J. Berliner, of 
Hanover, states that the working results in 1918-19 were un- 
favourably influenced. through the circumatance that the 
worst period of the crisis took place in the year. The factory 
at Olinutz was sold. but no reliable information was available 
concerning the works at Budapesth After making provision 
for depreciation the accounts show net profite of 678,009 
marks, as compared with 1.194.000 marks in 1917-18, and the 
dividend is at the rate of 6 per cent., as against 10 per cent. 
in the previons year. 


German 
Companies. 


believe that the ~ 


Fife Tramway, Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Presiding at 
the annual ordinary meeting, held in Edinburgh, Mr. Wm. 
Low, LL.D., O.B.E., submitted figures showing that the 
profits of the company had steadily increased every year 
until last year they came to £43,5UL, compared with £38,652 
in the previous year, and 430,577 in 1917. The figures, he 
said, were very satisfactory, particularly in view of the fact 
that the company was nof assisted by any special war con- 
tracts. The power company was making steady progress, the 
total units sold during the year amounting to 14,891,112, being 
an increase of 2,000,000 units compared with the previous year. 
‘the gross receipts from the sale of electricity amounted to 
approximately 473,560, as compared with £53,160, but the 
сошрапу did not obtain the full benefit of the increased busi- 
ness owing to costs rising rapidly and the increased charge 
to the consumer lagging behind the increased costs. There 
were over 300 applicants on the waiting list, totalling some- 
thing like 3,000 m.r. The dividend on the ordinary shares 
is at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum. 


City of London Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.—Dividend on 
the company's preference shares for 1919, 12s. per share, 
being at the full rate of 6 per cent. per annum; and on the 
ordinary shares, 2Us. per share, being at the rate of 10 per 
cent. per annum. In addition the directors recommend a 
bonus of 6s. per ordinary share, being the equivalent of 3 
per cent. on account of reductions of dividends during the 
war, thus restoring the rate of dividend paid for 1914 and 
1915 to the pre-war rate of 10 per cent., leaving the reductions 
in 1916, 191/ and 1918 to be dealt with in the future. This 
bonus will also be subject to the deduction of income tax. 
After the payment of the dividends and bonus, less income 
tax, and providing for other appropriations, about £23,000 
remains to be carried forward. 


Oxford Electric Co., Ltd.—Net revenue for 1919, includ- 
ing £200 brought forward, £10,065. Debenture and sundry 
interest £2,126; 5 per cent. dividend on preference capital; 
5 per cent., less income tax, on ordinary shares; carried 
forward £188. The improvement in local commercial con- 
ditions consequent upon the resumption of academic life 
resulted in an increased output during the last quarter of the 
year. It is expected that the improvement will be main- 
tained. The new business obtained has been quite satisfac- 
tory. Capital expenditure during the war has been met 
almost entirely out of revenue, but in order that profits may 
be distributed and funds provided for plant and machinery 
to meet the anticipated increased demand this policy cannot 
be continued any longer; an issue of capital will therefore 
be made in the near future. 


Torquay Tramways Co., Ltd.—Total profit for 1919 
£33,248, against £27,178 for 1918. After deducting debenture 
interest and sinking funds, &., the balance is £25,548, plus 
42.904 brought forward. To reserve and renewals £10,000; 
reserve for equalisation of dividends £3,000; 8 per cent. 
dividend on ordinary shares, 49, 600; carried forward, subject 
to excess profits duty, 45,786. Ten motor omnibuses on 
order should be delivered shortly. Passengers carried 
6,571,441, against 5,729,073 in 1914. Car miles run 561,522, 
against 578,703 in 1918. Average receipts per car mile 23.71d., 
avainst 19.604. in 1918. Average receipts per passenger, 2.03d., 
against 1.984. in 1918. Cost of energy per car mile 2.62d., 
against 2.944. in 1918. 


Cambridge Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—For 1919 there was 
a total profit of £8,657 plus £2,552 brought forward. Deben- 
ture and other interest absorb £1,866, depreciation fund 
£2500, 5 per cent. dividend is to be paid, and £2,382 carried 
forward. Further money must be raised to provide for mains 
extensions, Kc. The remaining £1 per share on 9,911 shares 
is to be called up and a further £10,000 3s to be raised by the 
issue of debentures for a period of 10 years, carrying Interest 
at 74 per cent. per annum. The offer will first be made to 
the shareholders. Mr. D. Munsey has resigned, after 27 years 
as a director, owing to advancing years. 


Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—The 
company announces that assents having been received from 
the shareholders for exchange of the requisite number of 
shares, the directurs are completing the transaction men- 
tioned in the company’s circular letter dated February 7th, 


1920. The option offered to the shareholders to exchange their 


present shares for shares in the new company will remain 
open until after the annual general mecting, which will he 
held as early as possible in. March. 


Mersey Railway Co.—For 1919 the amount available for 
payment of interest is 418.113. Interest on new first per- 
petual debenture stock £20,775. Interest 4 per cent. on 1866, 
3 per cent. on 1871, 3 per cent. on 1852/3/5. and 1 per cent 
on the B debenture stock. Carried. forward. £00. The company 
is applying to Parliament for an extension of five years of the 
period during which the payment of interest on certam of 
the debenture shocks is contingent on the available net 
revenue of the company. 


Charing Cross, West End & City Electricity Supply Co., 
Ltd.—Dividend on the ordinary share capital of the West 
End undertakings for the half-year ended December 31st, 
1919. at the rate of 5s. per share, making, with the interim 
divflend already distributed, 7 per oent. for the year 1919. 
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Lancashire United Tramways Co.— During 1919 the 
combined traffic receipts of the operating companies amounted 
to £194,987, and electrical energy sold and miscellaneous 
receipts to £22,105; total £217,092; less working expenses, 
£128,596; cost of generating electrical energy sold, £16,621; 
general charges, £9,000; rent of leased lines, £5,191; total 
£159,464, leaving £57,628, to which must be added the divi- 
dend on holding in the New St. Helens and District Tramways 
Co., £3,068, giving a profit on the combined undertakings f 
£60,090. The receipts show an increase of £35,051. The in- 
crease 1n expenditure amounted to £41,798. The 95 motor 
coaches mentioned in last year's report are in service. The 
results were so satisfactory that the directors have decided 
to extend this side of the undertaking, and have put on order 
a further 30 vehicles. The interest and dividends received 
from the operating companies, together with motor coach and 
sundry receipts, amounted to £37,965. After deducting in- 
terest on the prior lien debenture stock and expenses, the full 
interest of 5 per cent., less tax, will be paid on the second 
mortgage debenture stock for 1919. £7,219 remaining is 
carried to depreciation account. 


St. James’ & Pall Mall Electric Light Co., Ltd.—Dur- 
ing 1919 connections were increased from 18,114 kw. to 
18,902 Kw.; 12,190,175 units were supplied to consumers. Net 
profits £35,001, plus £4,576 brought forward. After paying 
7 per cent. on the preference shares and 12 per cent. on the 
ordinary, £8,577 1s to be carried forward. The report makes 
reference to the Electricity Supply Bull, in the same terms 
as in the case of the report of the Westminster Electric Supply 
Corporation (see Ei. EC. Rev., February 20th). Units generated 
by steam plant 395,545; purchased 15,860,440 = 16.255, 985; con- 
sumed as follows: Private supply. 12,190,175; works, 949,743; 
batteries, 199.834; transmission and transformation, 2,905,054 ; 
distribution, &c., 711,179. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has ordered 
the undermentioned te be officially quoted :— 


oan Telephone Co., Ltd.—11,000 shares of £5 each, fully 
paid. 

Electro-Bleach & By-Products, Ltd.—Ordinary shares of 10s. 
each, fully paid; and 7 per cent. participating preference shares 
of £1 each, fully paid. 

Melbourne Electric Supply Co., -Ltd.—Seven per cent. first 
cumulative preference shares of £1 each. 


Smithfield Markets Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Gross 
profit for 1919 £6,588, against £470, and the net profit £5,464, 
against a loss of £1,749 last year. 42,000 to depreciation 
fund, £400 to debenture stock redemption fund. After de- 
ducting the balance at debit of profit and loss account at 
the end of 1918, the balance is £2,529, out of which 2 per 
cent. ig to be paid on the ordinary shares and £1,329 is 
carried forward. There has been & gradual improvement in 
the trading conditions in the Central Markets which 1s re- 
flected in the larger output of current. 


Traction and Power Securities Co., Ltd.—The net re- 
venue for 1919, after deducting expenses, amounted to £30,793, 
plus £10,083 brought forward. Dividend at the rate of 7s. 
per share, free of tax, leaving £10,932 to be carried forward. 
‘The Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co. has paid dividends 
aggregating 5 per cent. on its ordinary shares during the vear. 
The ordinary shares are worth more than the price at which 
they stand in the books of the company. 


Liverpool Overhead Railway .Co.—Gross revenue receipts 
for 1919 £179,104; working expenses, including appropriation 
to reserve, £141,278. Passengers carried 22,440,103, as against 
0,380,235 in 1918. Debenture interest 46, 755; balance brought 
forward £6,120; dividend 5 per cent. on the two classes of 
preference shares, and 31 per cent. for the year on the ordi- 
nary; £6,015 carried forward. 


Chelsea Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—Dividend on the 
ordinary shares at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum for the 
half-year, making 4 per cent. for the year; £16,688 to deprecia- 
tion; 41.089 written off cost of extinction of founders’ shares; 
£1,500 carried forward. 

City of Buenos Ayres Tramways Co., Ltd.—Final divi- 
dend of ls. 3d. per share for 1919, making 5 per cent. for the 
year, less tax. £6,200 to general amortisation fund; £138 
carrled forward. 


County of London Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Final divi- 
dend at the rate of 11 per cent. per annum on the ordinary 
shares, making 8 per cent. for the year (increase of 1 per 
cent. over 1918); £50,000 to depreciation; £45,000 to general 
reserve; £19,000 to be carried forward. 

Company to be Struck off the Register.—The following 
is to be struck off the Reyister within three months unless 
cause is shown to the contrary :— 

Faringdon Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd. 

Kensington & Knightsbridge Llectric Lighting Co., Ltd. 
Dividend of 4! per cent. on ordinary shares for the last 
half of 1919, making 7 per cent. for the year. 

Mather & Platt, Ltd.—Dividend 10 per cent. per annuin, 
free of tax. This is on the increased capital; calculated upon 
the old capital the rate is equal to 174 per cent. 


Telegraph Constrnction & Maintenance Co., Ltd.—4 fur- 


ther dividend of 7} per cent. is announced. 


‘debenture charges and paying the preference 


loan and 
ividend, a 
dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum 18 to be paid 
for the half-year July to December, 1919, on the ordinary 
stock. To reserve £10,000; carried forward £3,833. Large 
extensions to plant and mains are now in progress in con- 
nection with the power companies, and to meet the cost 
additional ordinary stock is to be issued. | 

Direct West India Cable Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend at 
the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, free of tax, on the ordi- 
nary shares, for the past half-year. 

Halifax & Bermudas Cable Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend 
at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, free of tax, on the 
ordinary shares, for the past half-year. 


South London Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Final 
dividend at the rate of & per cent. per annum for the half- 
year on the ordinary shares, making 6 per cent. for the year. 

Newcastle-upon:Tyne Electric Supply Co.— Total dividend 


Tramways Light & Power Co.—After meetin 


on the ordinary shares for 1919—8 per cent. 


Hadfields, Ltd.—Further dividend of 15. Gd. per share, 
free of tax, on the ordinary shares. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


Tuesbay EVENING. 

STOCK EXCHANGE markets have been overcast, and rather 
badly, by anticipations of a rise this week in the Bank Rate. 
As the matter will be decided before these notes are in the 
hands of readers, it 1s not much use attempting prophecies. 
Banks are known to be averse at the present tine from lend- 
ing fresh money on speculative shares—indeed, they do not 
seem to be eager to lend money at all, the reason being doubt- 
less the fact that trade requirements are regarded as having 
the first claim upon loanavle capital, and with the Govern- 
ment no longer creating credit at the rate which it did during 
the war, there is some Indication of a shortage of capital. This 
has its influence throughout all the markets of the Stock Ex- 
change. It depresses the gilt-edged stocks, from the War 
Loan downwards, and the sharp reminder to operators that 
they must no longer rely upon ready assistance from the banks 
in financing their commitiuents has caused a fair amount of 
selling. ‘Lhe markets with which we deal in these columns 
are not much affected, except indirectly. The electric lighting 
dividends are good, and would probably have proved favour- 
able had it not been for the depression. which 1s overhanging 
the Stock Exchange as a whole. 

The Metropolitan Electric Supply dividend, making 6 per 
cent. for the year against 5 per cent. in 1918, caused the price 
to stiffen to £4. The Chelsea dividend of 5 per cent., waking 
4 per cent. for the year, also an increase of 1 per cent., has 
had no effect upon the quotation, which remains at 34. The 
County dividend, in spite of being better, is regarded as a 
trifle disappointing, and the price of the shares slipped back 
to 94, showing a fall of 5s. Other electric lighting shares аге 
unchanged on the week. Amongst the prior-charze issues, 
County debenture at 774 is 4 lower, which is due, of course, to 
the dulness of the Consol market. The manufacturing group 
is quiet. Interest is taken in the forthcoming new issue by the 
General Electric Co. Edisons, after being 268. 3d., reacted to 
25s. middle, although there are buyers at this price. India- 
Rubber shares stiffened to 16, and Siemens are a good market 
at JUs. 6d. British. Insulated dropped back sharply to 2 1-16. 
Automatic Telephones are about 20s., with little doing in them. 
A further rise in British Aluminums lifted the price to 378. 
middle. | 

Central London Assented ordinary has fallen another four 
points, making seven in the course of a fortnight, and this 
has brought the yield on the stock into nearer line with other 
liome Railway issues. Business has been done as low as 50 
within the last few days. Districts are flat at 18. Under- 
ground Income bonds are 2 lower at 76; the £10 shares have 
receded to 23. ee 

Mexico Tramways 5 per cent. bonds are down 5 points at 
371. Mexican Light and Power preferred lost 24 to 32j. 
These falls are the more disappointing because of fairly sub— 
stantial rises which have occurred in Mexican Railway stocks 
just lately. Another department in which activity and 
strength were noticeable until the money fears arose was that 
for Argentine Railway and Land descriptions, but the advances 
failed to spread to the tramway group, where the only move- 
ment is } rise in Anglo-Argentine Tramways first preference. 
British Columbia Electric Railway 41 per cent. debenture is 
14 down. Bombay Tramways continue their amazing flight. 
In the £10 ordinary shares there was not a solitary deal re- 
corded between one at 101 and the next, the other day, at 
145. The preference have put on 30s. at 18}. Whatever the 
real reason for these extraordinary prices may be, the secret 
is certainly well preserved. Brazilian ‘Tractiong remain at H, 
although Within the past few davs there has speculative 
buying on the part of people who usually know what they 
are about. and who are cantent to lock up money for a few 
months, if necessary, in order to take substantial profits in 
the future. 
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Marconis dropped nearly 10e. to 32, on sales said to come 
from Italy. (They always say this in the Stock Exchange when 
Marconis fall back.) A point rally from the worst has made 
the price 3 13-16. American Marconis remained firm at 29s., 
but Marines came on offer at 23. Great Northern Telegraphs 
shed another £1. Wich the rate of exchange moving in favour 
of the Scandinavian and adjacent countries, the recent flatnees 
of Great Northerns should be checked. W estern Telegraphs 
are 20s. higher at 214, this being the only change in their own 
par penal group. The Anglo-Americans are rather lower. 

elegraph Constructions lost 10s., there being a little dis- 
appointment at the dividend proving to be 7j per cent., mak- 
ing 10 per cent. for the year, the same as that paid previously. 
Henley's at 24 are the turn easier. 

Rubber shares are amongst the few that oppose firmness to 
the prevailing dull tendency in Stock Exchange markets. An 
impression is current that it will not be long before the pri 
of the raw stuff takes a sharp upward turn, of which, how- 
ever, there is no indication at present. The Americans are 
declared to be buying as much as they are able to do without 
disturbance of the price for the produce. Iron, steel and 
armament shares are better on persistent rumours of amal- 
gamations, upon a strikingly large scale, amongst various com- 
panies in the North and in the Midlands. This consideration 
hae assisted the maintenance of steadiness in engineering 
shares also. 

Before the end of the week it may be that the Yorkshire 
Electric Power Co. prospectus will be published. The under- 
writing advance proof states that the company is about to 
issue £230,000 51 per cent. redeemable debenture stock at 88, 
repayable at 100 on December 31st, 1944, at latest, and in 
addition 40,000 ordinary shares of £10 each at par. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL OOMPANIES, 
Номи Exzoraiciry ОСомрлитвв. 


Dividend 
Feb. 24 Yiela 
1917, 1918, 1990. Rise or fall, p. o. 
Brompton ee ee eo 10 8 63 -— 46 1 0 
Oharing Dro OMA T 4 4 — 568 
do. do. do 4 Pref.. 4 4 — 888 
elsea. ° ee ее b 8 — 6 8 1 
City of Lon е А 8 8 14 + 3 7 210 
o. m 6 per cent. Pref. : : d — : 4 А 
Coun о are as — 
do do. 6 per cent. Pref, Н : 9 — е1 : 
Kensington ГЕ) е — 
London s А Nil Nn 1 = 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref. 6 6 — 8 11 6 
Metropolitan. s ЕЕ 4 b 4 + 710 0 
do. and т cent. Pref. 4 & = 716 6 
8%. James’ all 9 10 — 7 18 10 
South Londo 6 6 — 712 8 
Bouth Metropolitan Pret. .. 7 7 1 — 700 
Westminster Ordinary .. 9 8 6 — 8 6 8 
TRLEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES. 
Angio- Аш. — A 0 | п = A ] 
Chile Teleph 8 27 — *$18 2 
Cuba 1 7 1 — *6 18 ( 
rio din 8 8 20 — *% 0 0 
Bastern Tel. Ord. 8 8 196 — 5 2 7 
Globe Tel, and Т. Ord. q 8 20 — *4 18 6 
do. Pref 6 6 — 6 48 
аы 15 18 — 3 4 
uropean — 
Marconi 90 95 — id 611 7 
Oriental Telephone Ord. 15 10 2 — 416 0 
United R. Plate Tel. е 8 8 — *4 19 8 
West India and Panama .. 1/8 Ma 1 — 511 1 
Western Telegraph.. sie 8 21} +1 *4 18 0 
Номи Rams, 
Metropolitan - өш. менә. : { 5 —4 7 15 : 
е во — 5 8 
Und à Eleotrio Ordin E xh 135 pi Xu 
nde un eotric ary.. + 1 
тро do. A ‚ Ni Nil 77 — Nil 
do. do. Inoome .. 4 b 76 —2 — 
Forzien Trams, &o. 
3 per савете A n i B — 7 14 10 
Anglo- з. Firs - — 
do. 0. $nd Pret. — == Bi ` =з» — 
do. do 6 Deb. b b 634 — 715 0 
Brasil Tractions um b — — 64 — — 
Bombay Electric Pref. . 6 6 183 +14 8 410 
British Columbia Eleo. Rly. Ptoe. 5 6 64 — 715 0 
do. do. Preferrred Nil A b6xd — 818 6 
do. do. Deferred Nil WN 48xd — 6 10 5 
Mexico Trama 6 per cent. Bonds N 87 —5 Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil — Nil 
do. Pref. ds . Nil Nil — 24 Nil 
do, 1st Bonds ee ee Nil Nil 62 — — 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Bebeook & Wilcox ee ee ee 16 15 — 4 8 9 
British Aluminium Ord, .. . 10 10 ii + A 5 8 3 
British Insulated Ord.  .. EA 25 194 3 — i 6 1 1 
Callenders.... 22 - re 25 1 — 6 9 10 
9,9 lia ee ee ee Б 64 4 — 6 16 10 
Oastner. Kellner М "T v 95 20 4 — — 
Orompton Ord Я 7 10 99/6 — 8 17 10 
Edison-Gwan, “А ” — 10 1 — 800 
do. do. 5 percent. Deb. vi 4 6 — 6 5 9 
Bleotric Construction is sie 10 10 1 — 800 
Gen. Elec. Pref. Lx as 925 6 64 19/6 — 618 4 
do. Ord. . 10 10 2t — *4 9 0 
Henley ee ee 95 24 — à 6 0 0 
do. 4 Prei.. 44 43 8$ = 643 
India-Rubber.. К p^ Vs 10 10 18 +$ * 6 0 
Met. Vickers Pret. . en ee ee opa — 34 — 5 0 4 
Siemens Ord.. - ae d — 10 30/6 +64. *6 11 2 
Telegraph Con. oe ee ee 90 20 99 -— E] е4 2 8 


* Dividends paid free_of Income Tar, 
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MARKET QUOTATIONS. 
It should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 


in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other ciroumstanoes. 


Tuesday, February 24th. 


l 9 
CHEMICALS, &c. = рей [онар 
a Acid, Oxalic ... Я b .. perlb. 1/6 | 
a Ammoniac Sal per ton #95 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large отуна) ”„ #75 
a Bisulphide of Carbon » va 
2 б 5 A Qus P wes » 2 
а pper a eee ns iss » | Е 
a Potash, Chlorate ... ..  .. per lb. па. Е 
Perchlorate ic xu " | " 
a shellac -. ў д. x5 e per € 15 | . 
a 8u te o Magne .. per > 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers  .. „ . — | ER 
Lump ES e vee » sé 
a a Boda, Chloras Ее рег 1Ь. ea. 
. per ton 170% N 
a a Sodium e casks per lb xis | 
е &с. 
' g Babbitt's Metal I per ton £118 to £845 . x 
c Brass (rolled metal 3" rd 19" basis) per lb. 1/4 | Ыз 
Е » Tubes (solid WD)... mA „ 1/7} to 1/73 | Мо 
9 Are ees lid à ) eee ДЛ n tt 
Copper Tubes (so. rawn s » | ie 
: % Ba Bars (best "m .. per ton £178 £2 inc. 
g [T] Bheet eee (en coe [T] £178 £2 ino. 
g а... В а 55 з £178 , 4i inc. 
d „  (Eleotrolytic) Bus. » ji 2 £9 dec. 
4 ке x Wire Rods.. „ £145 24434 deo 
ds i H.C. Wire.. per lb. 1/54 zd. дес 
f Ebonite Rod .. "^ „ 8/ РИ 
f Sheet A 2/6 EV 
n German Silver Wire К is 3/. | $5 
h Gutta-percha, fine ii 18/- "n 
& lndia-rubber, Para fine V afi | ИВ 
і Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants). per ton Nom un 
Wire, galv. Aon 8, P.O. ә. qual. уз rit ны £4 ше 
Lead Englis А - - Ў 
A Mercury s t : per bot. £24 10/- to £25 2200 45 10%/ inc 
e Mica (in original cases) small. per lb. . to - 
ні TY T. „ medium. ” 5/- to 10/- E 
„ large M 19/6 to 25/- & up | Wa 
2 Phosphor Bronze, plain castings |, 1/8 to / i 
sg ,» , > ed bars and rods „ 2/2 to 2/6 eee 
" "ui dia &sheet  ,, 2/810 2/0 , 8 
d Silicium не Wire per lb. 1114 | и. dec. 
r Steel Magnet, in bars ii 1/8 | d. inc. 
z Tin, Block (English) per ton £418 to £414 £93 ino. 
ire, Nos. 11016  ... per lb. 5/6 9d. inc. 
" White Anti. friotion Metals per tan 2490 to £845 Е 
Quotations supplied by— 
a G. Boor & Co. James & Shak 
© 2 Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. А вс Till & 
d Frederick pus & Co. Bolling & Lowe. 
e F. Wi & Sons і Richard Johnson : Nephew, LAd. 
findia- ubber, Gutta- Peroha and a Р. Ormiston & Во 


Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


— ÓRRÉÉÉERB 


A Joint Electricity Authority for Cheshire and Flint - 
shire.—A meeting of local authorities, convened by the Ohester 
Corporation, was held on February 16th, at the Chester Town Hall, 
to consider a scheme for the formation of an Electricity District 
and a Joint Electricity Authority for an area extending from 
Mostyn, in Flintshire, to Tarporley, in Cheshire. The Mayor of 
Chester presided, and there was a large attendance of delegates. 
According to the Observer, the chairman said he believed the 
ultimate scheme was to have a group of districte round the North 
Wales Power Co.’s Station. Mr. Е. N. Humphreys, chairman of the 
Chester Electricity Committee, after explaining the provisions of 
the Electricity (Supply) Act, said that in July last, Mr. S. E. 
Britton, electrical engineer to the Chester Corporation, was invited 
by Sir John Snell to indicate the most suitable area for the North 
Wales district, and afterwards to convene meetings of the engineers 
of the various local authorities to discuss the sub-division of the 
district. Mr. Britton’s figures indicated that within the district 
there was a potential demand of 20,000 H. P., and there was an 
ample supply of coal and water at hand. 

Mr. Britton submitted a map showing the area under considera- 
tion, and the larger district embracing the whole of North Wales 
and part of Cheshire, the latter being the outcome of a suggestion 
made by Sir John Snell. It was thought that the plant at Queen's 
Ferry was suitable for the immediate requirements of the district, 
and the water-power resources of North Wales were far greater 
than the electrica] needs. It was proposed to erect a power station 
on the Mersey to supply places on both banks, including Birken- 
head and Liverpool. 

Further consideration of the question was adjourned to haute 
con ference. 


An X-ray Victim.— Mr. A. C. Taylor, secretary, dispenser, 
and radiographer to the Peterborough Infirmary, has fallen a 
victim to X-ray dermatitis in a virulent form, and із а patient іп a 
private ward of the institution. 

Peterborough Infirmary was one of the first hospitals in the 
country to install Rontgen rays in 1896, and Mr. Taylor both set 
ир and operated the installation.— The Times. 


* 
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THE PROTECTION OF А.С. SYSTEMS WITHOUT THE USE OF SPECIAL CONDUCTORS. 


By Major KENELM EDGCUMBE, R.E.(T.), M. I. E. E. 


— — 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 
(Concluded from page 250.) 


In interconnectors and ring mains the normal flow of power 
may be in either direction. In the ring main, fig. 9, the 
interconnector between the sub-stations 88, and s в, cannot 
be controlled by overload relays since it may carry an overload 
due to a fault between the generating station and s s,, ‘or 
example. Nor can reverse relays be used, since the flow f 
current may be in either direction under quite normal con- 
ditions. A simple solution is, however, possible on the follow- 
ing lines. If the ring were open at R,, power would, under 
all conditions of load or faults, flow in a clockwise direction, 
and overload relays with discriminating time-lags installed at 
Ri, R., and R, would afford the desired protection in precisely 
the same way as with independent feeders. If, on the other 
hand, the ring were open at R, the flow of power would 
always be in a counter-clockwise direction, and overload relays 
with discriminating time-lags could be installed at R., R., and 
k.. If, now, the ring be completely closed the following 
conditions hold good. no matter on which section the fault 
occurs: (1) The fault current will always flow through k, 
and R, in an outward direction. (2) The relays k, and k, 
should be responsive to a clockwise flow of power alone. 
(3) Relays R, and k. should be responsive to a counter-clock- 
wise flow of power alone. 

If, therefore, overload relays are installed at к, and к, with 
reverse relays at k,, R,, R, and R., they can all be во eet 
as to be inoperative except under fault conditions. In fig. 9 
the arrows show the direction of flow to which the various 
relays should be responsive, and the figures in circles indicate 
suitable short-circuit time settings on the assumption that a 
minimum interval of half a second is required between suc- 
cessive relays. 

When considering a more extensive system involving a ring 
main, several sub-stations, and two generating stations, it 
might be considered that the time settings of the relays are 
somewhat long, and, although in most cases they might very 
probably be reduced owing to the discrimination afforded 
by the current settings, in other cases the times might 
even have to be increased if the circuit breakers were 
slow in action. To avoid leaving a heavy short-circuit 
on the system for so long a time, the arrangement 
already described whereby, should the voltage fall to & pre- 
determined value (say, 70 per cent. of the normal), the time 


э 


Fia. 9.—PROTECTION OF A Rina Fig. 10.—FEEDER PROTECTION 
COMPOSED OF SINGLE FERDERS, BT COMBINED OVERLOAD AND 
LEAKAGE REVERSE RELAYS. 


settings are reduced to a lower figure, may usefully be applied 
to these four relays. By accelerating the time-lags by one 
second in this way, the maximum possible interval during 
which a short-circuit could be held would be 14 secondo. 
The reverse relays should be unaffected by a fall of voltage, 
and be responsive not only to overloads, but also to leakage. 
Fig. 10 shows such an arrangement. The relays R, and R, 
have their current and potential windings connected to phases 
l and 3 respectively, and will consequently respond to over- 
loads or to short-circuits between any of the phases. The 
leakage relay LR has its current winding in the common 
return of the current transformers, and is provided with three 
windings each fed from one of the single-phase 
potential transformers T,, т,, and т,, the primaries of which 
are connected in star and earthed. If the insulation of the 
three mains is perfect, the potential transformers will have 
equal voltages applied to their primaries, and the resultant 
flux due to the pressure windings on the leakage relay will 
be zero. If, however, phase 3, for example, goes to earth, 
transformer T, will have a reduced voltage applied to it, 
whereas that of T, and T, will be increased. a result, 
balance will be upset, and there will be a resultant pressure 
flux in L & in phase with the voltage between line 3 and earth. 


- 


The leakage current will also be practically in phase with this 
voltage and will, therefore, cause LR to operate. By this 
means, relays R, and к, will deal with overloads SOIT. relay 
L R deals with a leakage to earth, and each relay discriminates 
correctly as regards direction. With such reverse and leakage 
relays at the sub-station ends of the feeders, overload and 
leakage relays (fig. 2) may be employed at the generating 
station ends, but it is often preferable for the sake ot 
uniformity to employ the same relays throughout, and the 
connections shown in fig. 10 are equally applicable to the 
outgoing ends. | 

In many cases the interconnectors forming the ring may 
be run in parallel, and, in that case, a simple solution is 
offered by the use of differential relays, fig. 5. A moderate 
time-lag of, say, 4 sec., is sufficient for all relays. At the 
generating station ends pure overload relays may be sub- 
stituted for the differential reverse relays. 

In the case of large consumers, the connections amount to 
What is practically a sub-station, and can be dealt with ac- 
cordingly. Where the consumer is merely tapped off a feeder 
bis installation should be controlled by overload or, better still, 
by combined overload and leakage relays with very short 
time-lags. When a consumer is tapped off a pair of parallel 
feeders and is able to take power from either feeder at will, 
reverse relays connected as in fig. 10 afford complete protection 
if installed at both ends of the section, whether the parallel 
feeders are independent or form part of a ring main. This 
arrangement has the further advantage of embodying leakage 
as well as overload protection. 

The protection of generators must be touched upon owing 
to the effect which it has upon the current capacity of the 
earthing resistance. Various excellent systems are available, 
one of the latest being the Merz-Beard, in which the two ends 
of each generator winding are led through a ring transformer 
to the secondary of which a relay is connected. The reverse 
relay, compensated for voltage, forms one of the simplest 
and most direct methods of generator protection. Most isolat- 
ing devices, the Merz-Price or Merz- d, for example, are 
only eensitive to an earth or a fault between phases, and 
will not operate on the occurrence of a short-circuit between 
turns, or of a mechanical breakdown, or a mistake in parallel- 
ing. A reverse relay, on the other hand, will operate under 
all fault conditions. The fear is sometimes expressed that a 
heavy cross-current may bring out the generator breaker if 
controlled by reverse relays. Experience shows, however, 
that with reasonable current settings and a nme g of a 
fraction of a second, such fears are quite. groundless. It may 
be pointed out that although the circulating current between 
the machines is often considerable, it is very much out of 
phase with the voltage, and consequently has little tendency 
to operate the relays. On the other hand, if an actual mistake 
is made in paralleling, and $ generator is connected to the 
bars, either when dead or when out of phase, the relay will 
act and prevent damage. In a number of stations, generators 
are still protected by means of overload relays. Since existing 
current and potential transformers can in almost all cases be 
used, the change from overload to reverse-relay control should 
most certainly be made. Certain patterns of reverse relays 
can be arranged to operate with an exceptionally heavy for- 
ward current accompanied by a fall of pressure. In the case 
of generator protection this affords a means of isolating the 
generator in the event of a serious busbar fault. In the 
author’s opinion, it is of even greater importance that the 
field should be promptly opened than that the generator should 
be removed from the bars, and the simplicity of having the 
trip coils: of the field and main circuit breakers in series 
across the relay contacts has much to recommend it. . 

It is usually possible to connect the neutral points of all the 
generators to & common bar which is earthed through a 
resistance. А possible disadvantage of this arrangement is 
that if the triple harmonic of the wave form is very pro- 
nounced a current will circulate between the machines; such 
circulating currents may be objectionable in their effects u 
measuring instruments, &c., and they can be eliminated either 
by earthing only one generator at a time or by connecting a 
part of the resistance between each neutral point and the 
earthing bar, as shown in fig. 11. If che resistances R, and 
в, are each made equal to about 15 per cent. of R,, the triple- 
frequency current will usually be reduced to perfectly negli- 
gible dimensions. Unless a separate resistance is provided for 
each a switch must be inserted in each earth connection so that 
dead generators can be disconnected from the earthing bar. 
If this is not done the dead generators will be '' charged " in 
the event of a fault on the system. 

If it is desired to benefit by leakage protection on systems 
in which the neutral point is not available, those involving 
delta-wound generators or transformers, for example, it be- 
comes necessary to form an artificial neutral point. The best 
&rrangement is probably a zig-zag connected three-phase 
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transformer as shown in fig. 12. Each limb carries two 
similar windings connected in adjacent phases, one end of 
each being starred and the remaining ends connected, through 
earthing resistances ER, to the lines, The small figure on 
the right shows the relative phase relationships of the six 
windings. Under normal conditions the current taken is 
merely the magnetising current of the transformer, but should 
an earth develop, for example, on the lower phase, a voltage 
is Induced in the windings on limbs 1 and 2 (connected be. 
tween the faulty phase and earth) by the other two coils on 
those limbs, which are connected to healthy phases. Tbe 
current flowing to earth through the fault is liinited by the 
earthing resistance to any desired value. 

It is of considerable advantage to have a resistance which 
is a maximum at the outset, subsequently falling in value so 
as to equalise the current rush to some extent. An earthing 
resistance possessing these features is the  carbon-powder 
pattern due to Mr. Brazil, which consists of a number of 
fireclay troughs containing the powder between carbon ter- 
minals. The troughs are mounted one above the other and 
grouped us may be necessary to give the required resistance 


Frog. 11. Fic. 12. 


Fig. 11.—NeutraL Point EangTHING. 
Fic. 19.—DELTA-CONNECTED. GENERATOR EARTHED THROUGH 
ZIG-ZAG CONNECTED TRANSFORMER. 


and current-carrying capacity. One of a pair of such resist- 
ances, installed at the London and South-Western Railway 
Co.'s generating station, and each designed to pass 325 amperes 
+ 009 volts, after 20 seconds (2,000 K. v. A.), is illustrated in 

g. 13. 

The flexibility of such resistances will be gathered from 
fig. 14, in which the curves indicate the growth of current 
in а single unit when 550, 650, and 750 volts, respectively, are 
applied to its terminals. The increase of current during a 
given time is roughly proportional to the square of the ap- 
plied voltage; and by choosing still lower terminal voltages, 


‘resistances can readily be designed capable of being left in 


circuit for an indefinite period. With such a resistance, a 
dead earth, even on or near the busbars, will at no time allow 
the current to exceed that required to operate the relays, so 
that not only is the shock to the system reduced to a minimum 
but the breaker opens the circuit at minimum current. The 
Brazil resistance may be regarded as practically indestruc- 
tible, in respect of both burnouts and insulation breakdowns, 
and can be run red hot for an indefinite period, if need be, 
without danger. It is, moreover, extremely compact. No 
particular precautions are necessary as regards its installation, 
and an important feature of the construction lies in the ease 
with which the units can be regrouped or extended. 

In lieu of в resistance in the earth circuit the use of a 
reactance has been proposed, but such an arrangement suffers 
from serious disadvantages. The use of a reactance is only 
permissible when combined with sufficient ohmic resistance 
to limit the earth current to a small value, that is to say, on 
systems working with a more or less floating neutral. 
In a modern station ruuning with an earthed neutral the 
use of a reactance cannot be regarded as a practical pro- 
position. 

Whilst it is impossible to lay down any hard and fast 
rules as regards the current-settings of the relays or the best 
value for the earthing resistance, since each case must be 
considered upon its merits, the table below may serve as 
a guide. In calculating the setting on the lines of column 2, 
allowance must be made for the distribution of the fault 
current between parallel feeders, should such exist. In apply- 
ing the third column it will often be found that the generator 
protection entails a larger current than the feeders. With 
differential overload generator protection the current-setting 
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Form of protection. 


Current-setting of relays. 


cannot be reduced to a very mall value for fear that а want 
of balance should cause it to operate with a heavy forward 
current. In this connection the relays might advantageous; 
be given a percentage bias control. 

When '' straight-through current transformers are used 
as should be the case wherever possible, the value of the сш. 
rent passed by the earthing resistance should not be less thay 
100 amperes. With an earthing resistance having a negatis. 
temperature coefficient the figures given in the last colum, 
may be taken as being the initial current. If the resistance 
has а positive temperature coefficient they must be approx 
inately doubled. 

The necessary current for operating the trip coils of the 
circuit breakers may be derived from any of the followin, 
sources: (1) А.С. supplied by а potential transformer. (2) ac. 
from a current transformer in the circuit affected. (3) рс 
from a battery or dynamo. (4) D.c. from an A.C.-D.C. machine 
upon 8 principle suggested by Mr. F. Ayton. | 

The first method is to be deprecated: unless an entirely 
independent source of А.С. 18 available. The application of 
method 2 is, in point of fact, far from satisfactory. Ali 
things considered, this method should only be adopted when 
no other is possible. 
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Fig. 13.—2,000-kw. 11,000-үот Brazit EARTHING RESISTANCE, 
FiG. 14.—GnowTH OF CURRENT IN BRAZIL EARTHING 
RESISTANCE, 


When method 3 is available, it is by far the best, an accu- 
mulator battery being the ideal arrangement. The current 
derived from an exciter is not to be recommended, since, on 
the occurrence of a severe fault, the exciters are apt to become 
unstable. 

For sub-stations and other situations where there is по 
available source of D.C., Mr. F. Ayton, some years ago, в: 
gested to the author a system which might perhaps be called 
"momentum tripping.’ The method consists in driving 8 
small D.C. generator from an А.С. motor, the generator serving 
as & source of energy for actuating the circuit breakers. In 
order that there might be no possible lack of D.c., even in the 
event of the failure of the А.С. supply, the set was to be pro- 
vided with a very heavy flywheel. Calculation shows that 
the weight of the flywheel required to give an ample reserve 
of power is by no means excessive. At the same time, in- 
genious as this proposal is, a storage battery undoubtedly 
forms the best flywheel. | 

If accurate time and current settings are to be obtained, 
it is essential that the current transformer should have the 
required ratio curve over the working range, and it is 
advisable for relays and current transformers to be tested in 
combination. | 

A method recommended by the Protective Devices Com- 
mittee of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, 28 
shown in fig. 15; c T represents the current transformer an 
R the relay coil. The testing current is applied through à 
variable resistance Ү к, to the terminals of the current trans- 
former (which is, of course, dead) at the points P P, which 
may conveniently take the form of testing sockets. The cur. 
rent flowing through .the ammeter aM, is the resultant of 
that through the relay and the exciting current of the trans 
former. But the resultant of these two quantities (multipli е 
by the ratio of the transformer) is equal to the corresponding 
primary current. Thus it is easy to calculate what current 
to pass through 4 M in order to reproduce in the relay R, t 
current which would flow through it under working conditions 
for any desired current in the primary. | 

The current is adjustable by means of the variable resist- 
ance VR, and the stop watch w is, preferably, so arran d 
as to be started by the closing of the testing circuit, an 
stopped again by the operation of the relay, so that the si 
terval between these two events can be accurately measured. 


ü ⁵ n ¼8 


Minimum current in earth ing 
resistance. 


150% of capacity of largest feeder 


Overload as in fig. 2 A one $n T ... 150% of feeder capacity 

Overload as in fig. 10 ... TT sas ее X *. 1507, Юю - 1507 a T "à 

Differential reverse relay as in fig. 5 m od: ue “107 Е е 80°; " а " 
20% " 25% I " » 


Differential reverse relay, biased as in fig. 7 

Leakage relay as in fig. 2 ee к wie 
Leakage relay as in fig. 10 "i TE us 
Merz- Price or Merz-Beard generator protection... 185 


Reverse relay generator protection d 4. 25 M » - 
dd aas Акенов Apta EAR ИУ СЕ k 8 


705 of earthing resistance ourrent 20% 
09 


© ” n " »" » 
155 of generator capacity 70% of capacity of largest generator. 
УД 5% 


" 407; 
35% 


" " 


\ 


vol. 86, No. 3,205, Fusavany 37,1990.) THE. ELEOTRICAL REVIEW. 


288 


-——————————À——————————————————X———————— ——————— I—Ü—ñU—ꝛ 


This method not only deals with the time and current settings 
of the relay, but also tests the secondary wiring for ahort- 
circuits and continuity and the current transformer for a 
short-circuit or an earth. After testing a current transformer 
at a heavy overload in this way, care must be taken to 
“e magneta it thoroughly by gradually reducing the current 
о zero. 

_ Protection of current transformers against over-pressures 
is of considerable importance. The current transformer feed- 
ing а relay is, from its position at the end of a line, particu- 
larly exposed to damage by surges and steep-fronted waves. 
The current transformer is the first reactance which such a 
wave meets as it rushes in from a feeder. In order to avoid 
a breakdown between turns, the use of straight-through cur- 
rent transformers is to be recommended wherever possible, 
but on the score of accuracy this cannot well be done if the 
setting of the relay operated by it is less than 100 amperes. 
Incidentallv, this forms an added reason why measuring in- 


Fio. 16. 


Fic. 16. 


Fig. 15.—CONNECTIONS FOR THE COMBINED TESTING OF 
А CURRENT TRANSFORMER AND RELAY. 
Fic. 16.— CURRENT TRANSFORMER PROTECTED AGAINST DAMAGE 
BY OVER-PRESSURRS. 


struments should not be fed from the same current trans- 
formers as the relays, since the former have to be accurate 
from the lower limit of their range upwards, whereas, with 
the latter, accuracy of ratio is usually immaterially below, 
say, half load. 

Where multi-turn current transformers have to be employed 
on lines liable to surges—and few can be considered immune 
—it is advisable to bridge the primary winding by a non- 
inductive resistance which forms a by-pass for the surge, and 
thereby relieves the strain between the turns of the winding. 
Fig. 16 shows such a resistance as applied to a tank-type 
current transformer. So long as the value of the resistance 
is adapted to the impedance of the current transformer the 
accuracy of the latter is not appreciably affected. 


CONCLUSIONS. 


The points which the author has endeavoured to make ‘may 
be suminarised as follows :— 

l. In any scheme of protection, continuity of supply should 
be the first consideration, simplicity the second, and adapta- 
bility the third. 

2. The neutral points of generators and step-up or step-down 
transformers should be earthed through a resistance having 
a negative temperature coefficient. 

3. When the neutral point is not available the system can 
be earthed through a zig-zag transformer and an earthing 
resistance. 

4. In a large number of cases special conductors are out of 
the question, and any and every part of a distribution system 
can be protected by overload, reverse or leakage relays in 
accordance with one or other of three alternative methods as 
follows: (a) For independent single feeders, combined over- 
load and leakage protection with graded inverse time-lags 
(fig. 2). (b) For independent parallel feeders, differential 
reverse relays with short inverse time-lags (fig. 5). (c) 
A single interconnector between two generating stations can 
be treated as an independent feeder and protected at each 
end as in (a) above. (d) For a ring main consisting of single 
feeders, combined overload and leakage reverse relays with 
graded inverse time-lags (fig. 10). (e) For interconnectors or 
ring mains composed of parallel feeders, differential reverse 
relays with short inverse time-lags (fig. 5). (f) Any of 
the above arrangements can be supplemented by minimuin 
voltage protection at the sub-stations where this seems ad- 
visable. (о) For the protection of generators running in 
parallel, voltage compensated reverse relays with short time- 
lags are effective against all faults, and may be relied upon 
not to act prematurely. 

5. All overload relays must have similar time / current curves, 
with a definite minimum, independent of the overload. 

6. All reverse relays must be compensated for a fall of 
voltage down to 2 or 3 per cent., and may, in some cases, be 
required to operate with a heavy current in either direction 
at zero voltage. 

7. Current transformers should be of the straight-through 
type whenever possible, and should otherwise be protected 
by & non-inductive shunt of ample current-carrying capacity 
and specially adjusted to the transformer characteristics. 


CONFERENCE OF MANUFACTURERS. 


(Concluded from pags 251) 
PRICES AND PROFITS. 


The final resolution dealt with on Feb. 10th related to prices 
and profits, the proposer being Mr. Max Muspratt, of Liver- 
pool, and the seconder Sir Algernon F. Firth, Bart. The 
view expressed in both speeches was that economic conditions 
must really be left to right the position, and that artificial aids 
would not improve the situation. The resolution, upon which 
there was no discussion, was :— 

That this conference considers that the present high prices 
of manufactured goods are inevitable so long as demand 
throughout the world remains so greatly in excess of supply. 

No attempt to fix prices or restrict profits by Government 
action can improve the situation from the national point of 
view. [f prices are fixed below the world price the home 
market will be depleted unless export is restricted, while any 
attempt to restrict export will raise the price of the goods 
which the country must import from abroad, for it can only 
pay for these goods with the value of the goods which it 
exports. 

The only remedy is for the Government to remove as far 
as possible all restrictions upon trade, and to encourage the 
greatest possible development of production and distribution 
through normal channels. High profits are at once the fund 
from which plant and working capital may be increased, as 
also the greatest incentive to development, and development 
of production is the only sure way of reducing prices. 

The conference realises that the conditions now existing 
are without precedent, and that the peak of prices is probably 
higher than ever before in the world's history. is con- 
dition must inevitably be followed by a reaction, with the 
probable consequence of depressed trade, an aspect of the 
question which should receive the most serious consideration 
of all manufacturers and producers. 

‘* Meanwhile, in order that the public may be enlightened 
as to the circumstances prevailing in other countries, this 
conference strongly recommends the Government to publish 
monthly comparative statements, showing the current prices 
of the chief commodities in the principal countries of the 
world; these prices being converted into English currency 
values at parity, in order to show clearly the relative burdens 
borne by individual consumers in this country and in other 
countries.“ 


The first resolution dealt with on the second day (Feb. 11th) 
was on nationalisation. 

Sır Арам NIMMO, who was a member of the Sankey Coal 
Commission, and issued a minority report, warned his hearers 
that the move for nationalisation of mines was the first step 
in a general labour policy for the nationalisation of all the 
leading industries of the nation, and he urged employers un 
other industries not to stand aside and watch the result of 
this particular fight. They should all come to the assistance 
of the mining industry and fight the movement now, as f 
it were successful in the case of the mines it would be carried 
on in relation to other industries, such as railways, shipping, 
banking, insurance, und so on. Nobody could understand 
the dictum of Mr. Justice Sankey that the system of private 
control had broken down, and that it stood condemned. "That 
statement was unsupported by any argument, and it should 
not be accepted until the whole of the evidence upon which 
it was based had been investigated. His own contention was 
that nothing in the history of the country could be pointed 
to as indicating that the system of private control had broken 
down. It was the business of the Government to govern, 
and to look after the general interests and welfare of the 
people. State conduct of business was not new in the history 
of the world, but they could not point to à single instance 
in which it had been successful. The intervention of the 
State in the coal industry had led to a more or less general 

aralysis of the industry, and the owners had been prevented 
from carrying out developments which were essential to the 
progress of the industry and the other industries of the 
country. He hoped, therefore, that there would be a plain 
declaration by the Government that it would not nationalise 
the mines, because if that were done he believed it would 
pave the way for the men to arrange with the employers 
some system whereby they could work the mines in the most 


efficient manner possiole. | | | 
Mr. ARTHUR POLLEN, managing director of Linotype, Ltd., 


seconded the resolution. | 

Mr. G. W. MuLLENS (Cold Rolled Brass and Copper Associa- 
tion) moved the following addition to the resolution :t— 

But the conference recognises the importance of educating our workers and 
of associating them with us in the responsibilities of industry and will welcome 
every well thought cut experiment to this end, such experiments to be made 
direct betweea employers and employed, and may be in single shops or collec- 
tively in trades. ] 

He moved this, he said, in order to make some constructive 
proposal instead of inerely saying No" to the nationalisa- 
tion proposal. It would go a long way towards removing 
the suspicion of the workers if the employers showed that 
in the place of nationalisation they were prepared to co-operate 


with labour in the manner suggested. 
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Mr. Рншр Н. LOCKHART (W. & A. Bates & Co.) seconded 
the amendment, and recommended employers to establish 


more works committees under the Whitley scheme. If they: 


did that, they would be surprised at the change in the spirit 
of their workpeople. 

Mr. BREMNER (British Engineers’ Association) said that 
the conference displayed the remarkable degree of apathy 
which existed among employers as compared with the interest, 
enthusiasm, and energy displayed by labour. Manufacturers 
would have to co-ordinate their efforts under well equipped 
and highly skilled leadership. He himself had been greatly 
disappointed at the results of his own efforts at organisation 
in this direction, but there was no hope for them unless they 
did unite and work together. 

LORD GAINFORD suggested that State ownership as well as 
State control should be embodied in the resolution. The 
miners Were as opposed to State management as the owners, 
but they wanted State ownership. Then their plans were 
to manage the mines largely themselves. The Pit Committees 
which it was proposed to set up had 874 per cent. of the 
representation as Miners. 

After a little discussion it was agreed to adopt Mr. Mullens's 
addition as а separate resolution. 

The resolution on nationalisation was then carried in the 
following terms :-— 


That this Conference pledges itself to oppose in the national interest any 
attempt fo impose State ownership or management on any branch of un- 


dustry. 
TRANSPORT. 

Mr. MARSHALL STEVENS proposed a resolution dealing with 
transport. He said that since the resolution had been drafted 
the Ministry of Transport had sent a letter to the Federation 
stating that it was proposed to set up an inquiry into the 
details of railway rates, both passenger and goods. That was 
what the traders of the country had been asking for for years, 
because it could be shown that merchandise traffic, as such, 
did not show a loss. The railway accounts did not distinguish 
between goods and passenger traflic, but their goods rates even 
before the recent interim revision were the highest in the 
world, and the Committee of the Federation which had been 
going into this matter had evidence which would enable them 
to answer the 15 questions in the letter from the Ministry, 
almost at once. The matter would be gone into very carefully 
and a reply forwarded within the time stated, viz., March 
loth. p | . 

Мк. T. Mayor (British Empire Producers! Association) sec- 
onded the resolution. | 

MR. F. Ley (National Association of Iron and Steel Manu- 
facturers) emphasised the importance of the portions of the 
resolution referring to delays, and instanced cases on the 
north-east coast where works had to be shut down for con- 
siderable periods because of the accumulation of finished steel 
which could not be transported. There were thousands of 
tons lying there, and in addition there was the loss entailed 
by reduced production and loss of wages to the workpeople 
who had to stand off. He moved an amendment urging upon 
the Ministry of Transport the establishment of a thrce-shift 
day, including Sundays, as a means of reducing the arrears 
which had accumulated. 

This amendment was carried as a separate resolution. 

The original resolution. was then put and carried in the 
following form :-— | 

1. That this Conference views with the gravest possible concern the delay 
in re-establishing efficient. working of the railways, and considers that this is 
largely due to over-centralisation of control in the Ministry ef Transport, and 
the uncertainty as to the future position of the railways. 

The Conference considers that it is of the greatest importance that the rail- 
ways should not be permanently subject to burcaucratic or political control, and 
urges the Government to reappoint as quickly as possible the Select Com- 
mittee of 1918 to consider the whole question of the future of the railways. 

2. While not wishing to question the necessity of making some increase in 
railway rates, this Conference desires to protest against the action of he 
Government in fixing the new increases upon ап estunated deficit which cir- 
cumstances apparently make it impossible to justify by definite figures. This 
policy has resulted in throwing upon the rates during this critical period, when 
the cost of living and consequent social instability is increasing almost daily, 
an estimated deficit which is probably to a large extent due to abnormal and 
transitory conditions, 

This Conference considers that the deficit on the working during the recon- 
struction period should have been placed to a suspense account; the Govern- 
ment should then have made a careful inquiry into the whole question, giving 


due consideration to the conditions and requirements of different classes of 
trafic, and fixed the increase of rates on this basis, with an addition to make 


good the estimated deficit over a period of years. M 

3. That this Conference welcomes the decision. of the Ministry to proceed 
immediately with the general revision of rates which has been. recommended 
by the Rates Advisory Council and the invitation Which has been extended to 
the trade organisations affected to submit their views upon the questions in- 
volved, 
FUEL. 

Loup GAINTORD moved a resolution in connection with the 
question of fuel supply. This was considerably modified 


during the course of the discussion, and we give it as it was 
finally passed :— у 

That this Conference views with alarm the chaotic condition into which the 
Government has atlowed the coal policy of the country fo drift, This has 
arrested normal development and has most seriously impeded the resettlement 
of the industry. As a further consequence, the distribution and quality of 
coal for industry is unsatisfactory, The Conference is convinced that the dis- 
tribution of the coal required for industry ought to be allowed tọ follow its 
natural course in satisfaction of industrial requirements. 

In the course of his speech, Lord Gainford complained of 
the inconvenience which the coal trade had suffered by the 
imposition of the 6s. increase followed by the 108. reduction 
on household fuel and the further increase in the price 
of household coal. Another serious difficulty had been the 


increase granted by the Government to the minimum wage, 


` 


the result being that in many cases the miners were quite 
content with the minimum wage, and made no very great 
attempt to send to the surface a quantity of coal in proper 
relationship to their capacity. Whilst the number of men 
employed in mines was increasing, the output per man was 
decreasing, and viewing the whole of the position, he believed 
that if all Government control was taken off the industry 
the employers and the men would be able to devise a play 
of working which would work amicably. If this were done. 
he foresaw the possibility of some home industries being 
short of coal on account of the temptation of the high expon 
price to send coal out of the country instead of supplying it 
here, but to prevent that he would limit the amount of coa! 
which could be exported. It was, however, impossible to 
carry on an industry for long under artificial restrictions as 
to price. The Central Committee of the Mining Association 
had come to the decision that it was right and proper for a 
central body to be appointed to consist of owners, miners and 
representatives of the consuming public in order to place the 
industry on a sound economic basis. 

Мк. W. T. Layton (Federation of Iron and Steel Manufac- 
turers), who seconded the resolution, spoke of the dithculties 
which the iron and steel trade are experiencing in the matter 
of fuel, and the manner in which the output of steel is being 
hampered by the shortage, which difficulties had been accen- 
tuated by transport difficulties. 

As already stated, the resolution was finally agreed to as 
set out above. 

The following resolutions were also agreed. (о, but the 
speeches of the movers and seconders brought out no ned 
facts. We therefore give the terius of the resolutions only — 


EDUCATION. 


1. That as industrial progress depends on the development 
of education among all classes of workers, both manual and 
mental, this Conference welcomes the awakened national 
interest In the subject, and urges manufacturers to give their 
practical assistance in the working of the Fisher Act. The 
Conference, however, regrets that one of the most important 
requirements of a satisfactory educational scheme, namely, 
the adequate remuneration of the teaching profession, has 
not yet been fulfilled. 

2. That this Conference fully approves of the efforts being 
made to introduce university men, and men of similar educa- 
tional training, into Industry. 


RESEARCH. 


That this Conference appreciates the work of the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research. in stimulating the 
work of industrial research, and strongly urges all manufac- 
turers, either individually or collectively by trades, to organise 
and maintain research facilities. 

| HovsiNGa. : 

That this Conference welcomes the assistance which 18 
offered to public utility societies by the Housing (Additional 
Powers) Act, 1919, and urges all manufacturers and producers 
to consider whether they cannot take advantage of the pro 
visions of the Act, in order to contribute to the solution X 
this pressing problera. | 


GAS у. ELECTRICITY. 


As reported in the ELECTRICAL Review of February th, the 
members of the SOUTH MIDLAND CENTRE OF THE INSTITUTION 
OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS and the MIDLAND JUNIOR GAS AS8SO- . 
CIATION took part in a debate upon The Uses of Gas and 
Electricity for Heating and Power " at Birmingham Univer- 
sity on February óth. 

Dr. E. M. Situ, chief chemist of the Birmingham Gas 
Department, opening the debate by discussing the utilisation 
of fuel for the generation of power, said neither industry 
could, with justice, suggest that there was not room for the 
other. Nor could either industry suggest that the one or 
the other should not endeavour to improve its efficiency. Ш 
a comparison between the two industries as to the gene 
application of a particular form of power, the questions whic 
presented theinselves might be placed in three divisions :— 
(1) A prospective consumer might ask which was the cheaper 
form of power; (2) which was the more economical form ап 
which, if extended, would give the greater national return: 
and (3) which particular form of power was best suited to 
his needs, taking evervthing into consideration. Sir Dugald 
Clerk and others, in a recent report, stated that at presen 
the gas works of the United Kingdom used 90 million tons 
of coal per annum, producing town gas, tar, and other bY 
producta, with a thermal efficiency of from 70 to 80 per cent. 
Even regarding gas as the only useful product the consumer 
received as inflammable gas, at least 50 per cent. O the 
heat value of the coal. The electric generating stations In 
the United Kingdom delivered 7.6 per cent.—the actual power 
lost accounting for 92 per cent. of the total heat. At the best 
electric generating stations the loss was 88 per cent. 16 
tricians promised for future super-stations a delivery 0 17. 
per cent., a loss of 82.4. At present the best existing 89 
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practice delivered over 60 per cent. of the heat in the coal 
used to produce it. In the near future the thermal loss should 
be reduced to 25 per cent. Except where temperatures above 
1,700 deg. were required electricity was extremely wasteful. 
As to lighting and power production electricity promised re- 
sults which compared more favourably with gas; but even in 
this domain the highest over-all efficiency attained by electri- 
city fell behind. Again, the prospective economies in the pro- 
duction of gas, and the advantageous use of the incandescent 
mantle rendered any point as to monopoly claims, so far as 
electricity was concerned, quite unjustifiable. There were 
many considerations, if a just estimate were to be made of 
the part which gas played in the national economy, and apart 
from the uses of gas for heating, lighting, and power purposes 
the question of by-products, which were produced in large 
quantities, must be considered. The ammonia industry de- 
pended largely upon the gas industry, while from gas re- 
siduals, fertilisers, high explosives, &c., were obtained, and 
the indications were tbat there would be further develop- 
ments in that direction.  By-products from tar included dyes, 
medicine, scents, &c., a& well as fuel oil. It was the practice 
of progressive gas undertakings to wash the power gas for 
benzol for motor spirit, and at one of the Birmingham gae 
works a thousand gallons of benzol were produced. It now 
appeared that experiments for the production of alcohol from 
coal gas would be successful, and if that anticipation were 
realised, it would be obtained in equal quantities to the pre- 
sent quantities of benzol. Lastly, there was the production 
of evanide, which was of importance in the work of the 
colonial gold mines. Dr. Smith, in conclusion, expressed the 
hope that the debate would have the effect of enabling them 
better to appreciate the necessity of both industries, from 
a national point of view, and instructing them upon some 
matters of value to both. 

The speaker for electricity, Mr. F. Forrest, M.I.E.E. (chief 
assistant engineer, Birmingham Corporation Electric Supply 
Department), said that in considering any national power 
supply undertaking the power must be such that it could 
be economically generated by any of the natural power re- 
sources of the country—coal deposits, oil wells, waterfalls, 
&c. Gas could be generated only from carbonaceous material, 
and therefore could only make use of the resource they were 
most anxious to conserve. Electricity, on the other hand, 
could be economically generated from any of the sources 
mentioned, or it could be produced by means of waste heat 
from other manufacturing processes. The Water Power Re- 
sources Committee, in a recent report upon the water power 
available in the Scottish Highlands, after nine sources of 
power had been investigated, calculated the yield at 183,500 
E.H.P., Working continuously with a 100 per cent. load factor 
corresponding to an output of 1,200,000,000 B.O.T. units per 
year, or more than double the present output of all the power 
stations in Scotland. Moreover, Sir Dugald Clerk had stated 
that if this country's available water power were used ior 
power purposes, it would be followed by a saving of 26 million 
tons of coal per annum, and enable them to increase their ten 
million H.P. of industrial load to 13 million H.P. without any 
increase in fuel consumption. Referring to the steam turbine, 
the speaker said the consumption running light was only 
about 8 or Д0 per cent. of the full load consumption, whereas 
in the case of the gas engine the light load consumption was 
about 30 per cent. of the full load consumption. The initial 
capital cost of turbine plant amounted to only 70 per cent. 
of the capital cost of gas engine plant. Mr. Forrest stated 
that the cost of labour necessary to run a large gas engine 
plant was much greater than that required to run a turbine 
plant of equal output, which was absolutely constant. Even 
in isolated cases where it could be shown by calculation that 
the cost of generating power by gas engines would be less 
than if turbines were used, experienced engineers had adopted 
the turbine for its reliability and general convenience. Atten- 
tion was being given by electrical engineers to the question 
of gas firing of boilers. They wished to combine the effi- 
ciency, reliability, and convenience of the steam turbine with 
some form of by-product recovery plant if it could be shown 
that such a combination was sound. | 

The next phase of the debate was in relation to the indus- 
trial application of the two agents, and the case for gas was 
presented by Dr. C. M. Watter, of the Industrial Research 
laboratory, Birmingham Gas Department. He pointed out 
that the industrial applications of gas and electricity covered 
such a huge field that, when comparing the two, one was 
bound to find that for certain industrial operations one or 
other was particularly adapted for the work. As exainples, 
they might take the welding of small components and sheet 
metals, for which electricity was especially adapted; and 
again, the carburising or reheating of large masses of metal 
where gas must inevitably be the heating agent. Comparing 
the costs of the two agents, the speaker said that prior to 
the war the cost of carrying out work in the electric furnace 
was at least three times as great as in the case of the gas 
furnace. Gas furnaces for forging and reheating were now 
designed on recuperative principles with efficiencies as high 
as 40 per cent.; the electric furnace remained at its old figure 
of 50 or 60 per cent. The electric furnace would be confined 
to the more specialised industries, and to small work which 
waa carried out in laboratories. "P 

Mr. F. J. MorrzrT, consulting electrical engineer, Birming- 
bam, said that to utilise gas for heating, combustion must 


take place, and only a fraction of the total heat units in the 
gas was utilised in heating the charge, the remainder of the 
heat being carried off by the waste gases and excess air. The 
efficiency of conversion of electrical energy to heat was prac- 
tically 100 per cent. When heat was produced by combustion 
there were usually certain impurities present, such as sulphur 
and carbon, whieh were liable to be absorbed by the charge, 
but in the conversion of electric into heat energy no euch 
impurities were present. To compare a gas heated furnace, 
therefore, on the same basis with an electric furnace, the 
former should be designed so that the charge was enclosed 
in a container. The efticieney of a furnace might be defined 
as the ratio of the heat units usefully employed to the total ` 
heat units in the gas used or in the electrical energy supplied. 
In an electric furnace the losses could be confined very closely 
to those due to radiation and conduction, and the average 
working efficiency could be taken at 75 per cent., while that 
of а gas furnace was 25 per cent. A valuable feature of the 
electric furnace was the high temperature attainable. The 
temperature of the arc was about 3,500 deg C., and the limit 
in practice was the fusing point of the refractories lining the 
shell. For certain processes a temperature higher than 
could be reached by the combustion of fuel was re- 
quired, and the electric furnace was the only solution. 
With a fuel heated furnace there was a point at 
which the components of the gas ceased to combine 
with the oxygen of the air. The highest temperature 
in а combustion furnace without recuperation was from 1,500 
deg. C. to 1,800 deg. C. The electric furnace was particularly 
suitable for steel melting and refining, for the reduction of 
iron ore, and for the preparation of elements like phosphorus 
and aluminium, in which electrolytic action was necessary. 
He protested against the distorted view of some gas and 
electrical engineers that their interests were always opposed. 
There was, on the contrary, plenty of room for co-operation. 

The case for gas domestic appliances was submitted by 
Mr. R. J. Rocers (fittings superintendent, Birmingham Gas 
Department). His contention was that for cooking and heat- 
ing in such appliances, gas was the more efficient and 
economical. The thermal value obtained from one unit of 
electrical energy on complete conversion to heat was 3,420 
B.TH.U., while taking the basis of one cubic foot of gas as giv- 
ing 470 B.TH.U., 7.27 cu. ft. of gas was required to provide the 


. same as one unit of electricity. Taking Birmingham | prices, 


with electricity at 2.66d. per unit and gas at 3s. 104. per 
1,000 cu. ft., the cost of gas would be .33d., as against 2.66d. 
for electricity. Electrical water heaters gave 90 per cent. 
efficiency, and the gas-heated apparatus in the form of a 
geyser, 85 per cent. efficiency, though some geysers gave 
higher efficiencies. The cost by electrical appliances was 
74 times more than with gas. Regarding room warm— 
ing, if the efficiency of electric heaters was conceded to he 
100 per cent., it would be seen that electric heating cost six 
times as much as gas fires, giving 75 per cent. efficiency. In 
addition to the excessive cost of fuel, the drawbacks to elec- 
tricity for cooking were: High cost of installation, high and 
uncertain cost of upkeep, difficulty of management. lack of 
facilities for hot-plate work, and slowness of operation. At 
the Southampton docks, national kitchens were provided, and 
in addition to the existing gas appliances electric cooking 
stoves and tea urns were fitted; but experience showed that 
the latter were scarcely ever used. 

The case for electricity was put forward by Mr. N. B. 
Rosner, O. B. E., M. I. E. E., consulting engineer, Birmingham. 
who said that lifts, vacuum cleaners, boot and knife cleaning 
machines, sewing machines, and fans could only be efficiently 
worked by electricity, and last vear 600,000 electric vacuum 
cleaners were sold in America. If gas were used economically, 
i. e., with only the bare minimum of air required for com- 
bustion, the temperature would be about 3,500 deg. F. To 
avoid that, the temperature (and therefore the efficiency) had 
to be reduced by the adinission of ten times the amount of air 
actually necessary for combustion. In a lecture given by an 
independent authbrity (Mr. A. H. Barker) at University 
College, London, the efficiencies of various ovens were given 
as follows: Coal-fired oven, 3 per cent.; gas cooker, 11 per 
cent.; electric cooker, 21 per cent. Mr. Rosher considered 
the more modest figure of 19 per cent. to be more correct for 
the electric cooker. A unit of electricity. no matter how 
or where it was generated, contained 3,410 heat units, whereas 
1,000 cu. ft. of gas might contain anything from 450 to 650 
heat units. The loss in cooking. according to Mr. Barker, 
was as follows: Totally enclosed oven (electric), loss equals 
10 per cent.; ventilated oven (coal), loss equals 15 per cent.; 
freely ventilated oven (gas), loss 20 per cent. 

Mr. R. G. Marsu (fittings engineer, Birmingham Gas De- 
partment) spoke upon the transmission and distribution of 
power from the gas point of view, and said that at the 
present price ruling in Birmingham gas was cheaper than 
electricity. If they took the instance of a manufacturer re- 
quiring 50 н.р. to drive his workshops, and assumed a load 
factor of 50 per cent., allowing 26 cu. ft. per H.P.-hour. 
during a year of 3.000 hours with gas at 38. 6d. per 1,000 
cu. ft., his annual gas bill would be £341. Allowing for costs 
of attendance a further £50 per annum. and for oil, spares, 
&c., & further £50, and for interest and depreciation 10 per 
cent. on, sav. £600, the cost of the engine, another £60, his 
total bill would come to £501. For the same power the cost ef 
energy alone at 244. per unit for a 50. f. P. motor would pe 
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4780; that was allowing nothing for attendance, oil, depre- 
ciation, or interest in respect of the motor. 

Мг. W. W. Woop, A. M. I. E. E. (General Electric Co., Bir- 
mingham), speaking on behalf of electricity, pointed out that 
energy could be efliciently and conveniently transmitted over 
practically any distance. An American company had during 
the lust five years transmitted 1,600 milion H.P.-hours а 
distance of 240 miles, with an average eftliciency of 874 per 
cent. The load factor was 50 per cent., so that the maximum 
load was well over 70,000 n.r. The extensive use of the 
electric motor was not on account of efficiency alone, but 
depended greatly on its convenience. | 

There was a brief discussion during which the chairman 
(Mr. E. C. R. Marss, M. I. M. E.) expressed the view that it 
was most important that municipal gas and electricity under- 
takings should be under the udministration of a joint com- 
mittee. 

The debate was wound up by Dr. C. C. Garranp, M. I. E. E. 
(General Electric Co.), and Dr. SMITH (Gas Department), and 
the proceedings concluded with a vote of thanks to the chair- 
шап. . 


LEGAL. 


Direct U.S. CaBLE Co., Larp., v. WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH 
Co., Lap. 


IN the Chancery Division, Mr. Justice Peterson on Febru- 
ary l6th continued the hearing of this action, adjourned from 
November last for the production of evidence and documents 
from America, concerning the dispute between the two com- 
panies in relation to a 99 years’ lease of a trans-Atlantic cable 
at an annual rental of about £60,000. The plaintiffs (an Eng- 
lish company) under the covenants of the lease of their cables 
to the defendant company undertook to repair the lines and 
maintain through communication, power being reserved to the 
lessees to determine in the event of 18 months’ continuous 
interruption. 

Mr. MaNGHAM, К.С. (for the defendant company), on the 
hearing being resunied, said that he proposed to take the evi- 
dence from America as to the breaks in the cable in shallow 
water in America, as he understood that some point was going 
to be made of the new repairs of the shallow water section ot 
the cable on the United States side. He proposed to produce 
evidence as to breaks which had occurred between Rye Reach 
and Ilalifax, but inconvenience and complications arose from 
the fact that he did not know what was the real 1ssue betweeu 
the parties. | 

Mr. Romer, К.С. for the plaintiffs, said that his contention 
was that the plaintiffs were stopped from relying upon the 
smaller breaks in the cable. He complained that the other 
side had failed to make repairs which his company were led 
to believe they would do. It was not until after the action 
had been started that they became aware of the fact that 
certain breaks had not been repaired. i 

Mr. Patrick WILLIAM REIB, superintendent in charge of the 
station at Куе Beach, in the State of New Hampshire, was 
called, and in his examination by Mr. Mangham said that in 
the course of his duties he became aware of the loss of in- 
sulation in the Halifax cable due to breaks or faults. One of 
the breaks complained of, he said, occurred about 428 nautical 
miles from Rye Beach on January 7th, 1917, and another 
occurred on August sth, 1917, close to Halifax. These were 
both repaired shortly afterwards. On December 2nd of that 
year there was an interruption, which was repaired on the 11th 
and communication was re-established. As to the first fault, 
thev were able to work through, but with great difficulty, 
but on January 7th, 1918, there was complete interruption, 
and he localised it at about 325 nautical miles from Rye Beach. 
Then on the 9th another break occurred 93 mules from Куе 
Beach, and from that date to July 20th, 1919, the cable could 
not be used. Between oanuary oth, 1918, and July 29th, 1919. 
it was not possible to use the cable between Halifax and Rye 
Beach. 

Witness then pave details of the repairs carried out from 
time to time by the company’s ship. 

In cross-examination, witness said as to the breaks in the 
Bay Robert section the repairs were carried out by a French 
cable ship, but with that exception they were always repaired 
by his company’s ships. The French ship, While repairing 
other cables, broke the defendants’ cable by anistake and re- 
paired it. The breaks in the shallow water ¢ables were fre- 
quently caused by dredgers and other ships fouling them. A 
sgreat шапу breaks in Halifax Harbour had occurred fron: this 
cause, И 

Mr. Josten Brown, superintendent in charge of the Halifax 
cable station, also gave evidence as to the condition of the 
cables between Rye Beach and Halifax and Halifax and Bay 
Robert and the breaks spoken of by the previous witness, as 
well as to the time occupied in carrying out the repairs. —— 

Mr. REGINALD CARLTON, president of the Western Union 
Telegraph Co.. of New York, gave evidence as to the general 
organisation of the Western Union Co. He said that the 
superintendent reported directlv to him. and amongst the most 
important matters reported to him were the repairs of cables, 
the expenditure in relation to which was very heavy. There 
were three repairing ships leased to the company. 


After describing the company's system of cables and the 
details of the repairs done by the ships in the control of the 
company, the witness said that there were seven breaks 'n 
18 months, the whole of which were repaired by two of the 
company's ships. During 1918 they had no ship to repair 
in the Halifax Rye Beach section without sacrificing. other 
inuch more important work. 

The cross-examination of the witness by Mr. Patrick 


| Hastings, K.C., was directed to showing that the Western 


Union were desirous of leaving an interruption to continue 
for 15 months so that they might be in a position to put an 
end to the contract. 

The hearing was adjourned. 

On the case being resumed, on February 17th, further 
evidence from America relating to breaks and the action of 
the defendants in relation to the repairs was given, and the 
further hearing was adjourned until February 23rd. 


DAMAGES FOR TRAMWAY PASSENGER AT DUBLIN. 


IN the High Court of Ireland, Dublin, last week, before 
Lord Justice Dodd and a special jury, M. McNamara, school- 
boy, sued by his father, the Dublin United (Electric) Tram- 
ways Co. to recover £1,000 damages for personal injuries. 
Judgment was given for £875, with costs, but a stay of execu- 
tion was granted to enable the King's Bench Division to 
pronounce on the verdict, à condition being that meantime 
the company should pay £5 a week to the mother of the 
plaintiff towards his maintenance. 

The case for the plaintiff was that as he was riding on the 
upper deck of a traiucar the trolley pole left the wire, struck 
hun on the head, and inthcted injuries which seriously 
aflected his health, inflammation of the brain developing. 

Evidence was given by the conductor and the driver of 
the car and also by the driver of a passing car, that 
the trolley did not strike the boy at all The con- 
ductor stated that shortly after the car had stopped, as 
a consequence of the trolley leaving the wire, he went on the 
top of the car to collect fares. He saw the boy sitting there 
with his hands to his head. The conductor asked him what 
was the matter, and he made no reply. When the boy was 
getting off later on he made no complaint. He believed that 
the trolley did not strike the boy at all. The driver of the 
passing tramecar, who saw the trolley leave the wire, said that 
the trolley did not fall straight down, but swayed round in 
a lateral direction. It was shown that the car was only 
going at the rate of 5 or 6 miles an hour. 

Mr. G. M. HARRIS, general manager of the tramway systein, 
told the Court that the car on which the accident occurred 
was properly equipped, and that it was constantly in use 
since the accident, as before it. No repairs had since been 
done to it. A trolley on leaving the wire invariably jumped 
upwards. The suggestion made on the previous day that the 
tramway tracks were defective was nonsense. Even if they 
were, it could have no effect on the trolley. Trolleys ocea- 
slonally left the wires everywhere, and sometimes no explana- 


tion could be given of it, and so far as electrical science had 


gone, no means had yet been devised to prevent it. In cross- 
examination, Mr. Harris’s attention was drawn to the fact 
that on the Dublin and Lucan Electric Tramway a steel bar 
had been placed along the top of the car to protect passen- 
gers from being struck by the trolley. Mr. Harris said that 
he was aware of that. The Dublin tramcars had no such 
arrangement, and he did not see the slightest use in it. 

Mr. Grosart, manager of the Dublin and Lucan Tramway, 
said that he had examined the trolley and the equipment of 
the car in question, and found all in proper working order. 

In his summing up, Mr. Justice Dopp said the Tramway 
Co. could not be held responsible if they could not have reason- 
ably anticipated the accident, and their witnesses said they 
had never known such a thing to have happened in their 
experience. Even if the car was going fast it did not con- 
stitute negligence. unless the driver could reasonably have 
anticipated that the speed of the car would have resulted in 
the trolley. falling. 


Honces v. WEBB. 
(The Electrical Trades Union. Dispute.) 

Mr. Justice PETERSON, on Friday, February th, in the 
Chancery Division, delivered a reserved judgment in the case 
heard in the previous month in which Mr. Sidney Dumas 
Hodges sought an injunction to restrain the defendant, Mr. 
William John Webb, the London secretary of the Electrical 
Trades Union, or his agents, from interfering or attempting 
to interfere with his employment, and the right to dispose 
of his labour as he willed. 

Mr. Hughes, K.C., and Mr. H. G. Purchase appeared for 
the plaintiff, and Mr. Cunliffe, R.C., with Mr. R. H. Hodge 
represented the defendant. | an 

The plaintiff is a member of the National Association of 
Supervising Electricians, and was engaged in October last ^n 
the capacity of foreman electrician on a contract at Delecta- 
land. Watford. His case against the defendant was that 
because he would not join the Electrical Trades Union, the 
workmen were called out on strike, in consequence of which 
his employers, in order that they might carry out their 
contract, bad to discharge him. On behalf of Mr. Hodges, it 
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was contended that the defendant had tried to coerce the 
plaintiff to abandon his membership of the N.A.S.E., and join 
the other union, that he had conducted a malicious vendetta 
against plaintiff, and that the case came within the decision 
of Valentine and Hyde bearing upon the same points. 

The defendant's case was that he was entitled to do what 
he had done under the Trade Disputes Act, as his action 
was entirely the outcome of a trade dispute, and much evi- 
dence was taken to prove that a dispute did actually exist at 
the time when the defendant did that of which the plaintilfl 
complained. 

Mr. Justice PETERSON, in the course of his judginent, which 
occupied over an hour in delivery, said that the National 
Association of Supervising Electricians, which was formed in 
1914, was at first in the main an educational institution, and 
under its rules its members were prohibited from taking part 
in trade disputes. In 1918, however, it was registered as а 
trade union, but it failed to obtain recognition by the Trude 
Union Congress, and it was apparent that the Electrical 
Trades Union considered there was ground for believing that 
the N. A. S. E. was under the influence of, and had the syn- 
pathy of, the einployers. | Under these circumstances the 
E.. P. C., rightly or wrongly, objected to its members working 
with members of the N.A.S.E. The E.T.U. at the beginning 
of 1919 had withdrawn all its meinbers employed by a firin 
because the firm employed meinbers of the N.A.S.E., and the 
strike remained still unsettled. It was, said bis lordship, an 
acute and burning question between the employers and the 
workmen in the industry. The London section of the National 
Federated Electrical. Association—the employers” federation— 
had passed a resolution declining to yield to the policy of 
the E. T. U. He was of opinion that the defendant did 
ask the plaintiff to join the E.T.U. When he, plaintiff, re- 
fused to do so, he said he would call the men off the Job, 
and that they would not return until he was disinissed. His 
lordship said he did not believe the allegation that the de- 
fendant had made use of a threatening gesture, and he was 
satisfied that the only effective rea-on for calling out the 
men was the refusal of the plaintiff to join the E.T.U. He 
did not think it would be fair to draw the inference that tne 
men were withdrawn froin their work because the defendant 
was annoved at the observations made by the plaintiff. 

It was the sole duty of a judge, in a case of this kind, to 
consider whether a complaint was lawful or unlawful. After 
the passing of the Trade Disputes Act in 1908 it was ümpos— 
sible to argue that if an authorised. trade union. official called 
out the members of his union in furtherance of a trade dis- 
pute, he was liable to be sued merely on the ground that he 
interfered with the business of the employer or the employ- 
ment of апу person. In his view, there was a trade dispute 
in this ease, and whether the trade union was right or not 
appeared to be immaterial. There was a trade dispute be- 
tween the employers and the workmen, and he was unable to 
hold that defendant had used such coercion against Messrs. 
Tyler & Freeman, the employers, as to render hin liable in 
damages to the рашы, Coercion was a word of ambiguous 
import. The pressure. used in. this case was not coercion 
which constituted ground for action. If it were, there would 
be few strikes in which employers or workmen, or both, 
could not say that they bad been coerced. The question was 
whether the defendant had employed unlawful means, an 
that question was not to be solved by saving that detendant’s 
words amounted to a threat. No legal exception could. be 
taken to a strike, and it was not an illegal act to intimate 
that under certain circumstances a strike would take place. 
It could not be unlawful pressure to protest, after due intima- 
tion, and sav that a strike would take place. He was not 


prepared to hold that defendant could be made liable in 


damages to the plaintiff for saying that he intended to do 
that which he was by law entitled to do. It might be called 
a threat by some people, but whether it was a threat or a 
warning. it was in fact a statement that defendant would 
adopt lawful means for the purpose of giving effect to the 
union's lawful policy. The conclusion at which he hed arrived, 
his lordship said, was that the defendant endeavoured to 
persuade plaintiff to become a member of the Electrical 
Trades Union, and that while doing so he pointed out that 
if he (plaintiff) persisted in his refusal to do so he would 
inevitably be exposed to difficulties in the future. He did 
not think that after making the observation in question the 
defendant used threats towards the plaintiff. He did not 
consider the question whether, if it was a threat, defendant 
was liable to be sued for threatening to give effect to the poliev 
of the union in a trade dispute between emplovers and the 
union. In his view that was a question of fact which it was 
not necessary to answer. The action, therefore failed, and 
would be dismissed with costs. 

Judgment was accordingly entered for the defendant with 
costs, 


BREACH OF THE Factory ACTS. 
AT Sunderland Police Court on Friday, Messrs. Wm. Gray & 
Co., Ltd. (the Wear Shinvard), Pallion, were summoned in 
respect of five alleged breaches of the Factory Act. Mr. W. B. 
LAUDER, for the prosecution, said the case was brought 
because of defendants’ neglect to observe electricity regula- 
tions on December 16th, with the result that a youth named 
Robert Allan Black was killed. By the regulations an autho- 
rised person to supervise the undertaking of certain repaire to 


an electric cable used for supplying light to & ship in course 
of construction had to be over 21 years of age. Black was 
only 16 years of age, and he had an assistant only 17. A 
mishap occurred, and through some means while Black was 
coupling two electric wires he was killed by shock. Defen- 
dants, who said they had no knowledge of what was being 
done and did not consent to or connive at it, were fined £5. 
Convictions were recorded without penalty on two other 
counts alleging that inadequate precautions had been taken. 


TRANSFORMERS FOR ELECTRIC FURNACES. 


AT Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on February 9th, Mr. J. L. Thomp- 
son's paper on the above subject, an abstract of which 
appeared in our issue of January 30th, was read and discussed 
before the NORTH-EASTERN CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELEC- 
TRICAL ENGINEERS. 

Mr. V. SroBiE thought it was the first time that the subject 
had been dealt with publicly. He had not known any break- 
downs due to tappings, the troubles thgv had had were on the 
H.T. side, and due to radial, rather than axial stress. The 
corner windings broke down sometimes, due to abrasion con- 
sequent upon movement inside the transformer; insulation 
gave way there more quickly than elsewhere. That the 
stresses were low was hardly the point; it was not the 
magnitude of the stress, but its repetition that caused the 
abrasion of the insulation. As to the passage of oil through 
the ventilating ducts, he knew one case where a transformer 
had broken down from want of ventilation, and in that case 
the builders, in order to get greater reactance, had put iu 
some special iron between the windings, and to do so had 
cut down the size of the ventilating ducts. The interleaving 
of the L.T. conductors was another illustration of the fact 
that practice did not always follow theory. Regarding power 
factor, he mentioned а case where they had 7,500 amperes 
on one phase of the transformer, and another where they had 
10,000 amperes per phase; on one furnace they got 0.93 power 
factor, without interleaving, and on the other they got 0.92. 
Referring to the author's suggestions to increase the voltage, 
the speaker said that personally he always used two electrodes. 
The practice was to reduce the voltage when the metal was 
molten, probably to 40 volts across the arc. Regarding the 
increase of the size of the furnace, he suggested, instead of 
one four-phase, two sets of two-phase, which saved coin- 
plication for the steel people. 

Mr. TAYLOR said that he had never had a breakdown on 
the tappings. In the diagram of the connections of the 
furnace transformer with the H.T. auto-regulating transformer 
and external reactance the choke coil was shown on the left 
hand. He suggested that it should be on the other side, so 
that it might lessen the switchgear needed. He had taken 
several power factor readings, and got 0.95 and 0.96, but over 
a period the average was 0.02. 

Mr. PARROTT remembered some years ago being called о 
sce а plant where the transformer was blamed because the 
furnace would not melt; they could not get sufficient energy 
into the furnace. On examination of the lay-out, he found 
that thev only got about 40 per cent. of the norinal voltage. 
that they should have had, and when that was altered, all 
went smoothly. He thought a suitable arrangement for large 
work would be to place the plant so that the transformer 
would be directly underneath the furnace; they could then 
bring up the leads through the. floor, and so get the shortest 
possible length. | 

Mr. CLOTHIER explained that years ago it was the practice 
to design transformer tanks with pockets into which the 
cables were brought through vlands, so that there were no 
bare conductors exposed. He wished the author would in— 
clude terminals arranged in that way. He thought that the. 
question of the proper enclosure of conductors applied par- 
ticularly to the comments made in the paper concerning the 
failute of tappings. A booster transformer, or an induction 
regulator for voltage variation, was introduced hecause the 
author found a difficulty in insulating his tappings. Surely 
the remedy was to improve the tappings, and not to foist 
this extra apparatus on the user. The remarks he had made 
about the enclosure of the conduetors wére, he admitted, 
difficult to apply to the L.T. side. There was no reference to 
failure of the switchgear; thev were told that the troubles of 
the transformer had been avercome, he might tell them that 
the switchgear troubles also had been overcome. | 

Mr. SriGANT. referring to the reinforcement of tappings. 
especially at the point where they were brought out, said 
his recent experience wasg that in certain directions manu- 
facturers were inclined to take the view that when thev were 


taken out at the centre it was not so necessary to reinforce 


them. He thought they should be as strongly reinforced 
at the centre, as at the end, because they were still likely 
to get high stresses and so damage the insulation. Numerous 
ventilation ducts should be avoided: it was far more important 
to provide a smaller number of ducts of a larger size so that 
they would get a substantial body of oil circulating through 
rather than have a larger number of ducts of a smaller size 
which were alwavs liable to facilitate sludging. 

Mr. Carr, Mr. Porter, and Mr. Davipson also took a brief 
part in the discussion, and Mr. THOMPSON replied. 


— — — 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR 1920. 
T ' (NOT YET PUBLISHED.) | 


Compiled expressly for this jcurnal by Messrs. Ssrron-Jonss, О'Окы. AND 
TEPHENS (successors to . P. Thompson & Co., of ndon), Chartered 
Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


3,866. '' Word-counter and speed-tester for telegraph circuits.“ L. L. 
Ravenscrorr. February 9th. 


3.879. Electric switches." J. A. Craptreg. February 9th. 
3,889. '' Time-limit relays, circuit-breakers, &c.” B. H. 
Mirrey and A. REgvROLLE & Co. February 9th. 

3.891. Electric rivet-heaters." R. Е. Wooosurn. February 9th. 

3,897. ''Sparking plugs." A. Sauser. February 9th. 

3,906. “ Sparking plugs and their relation to cycle of engine." A. 
BUCHANAN. February Yth. 

3,914. Protective arrangements for alternating-current electric circuits.“ 
R. A. R. Botton and Siemens Bros. Dynamo Works. February 9th. 

3,918. '' Electric measuring or indicating instruments." British THOMSON- 
Houston Co. and R. C. Cri SER. February 9th. 

3.922. Electrically-operated diaphragm horns." A. R. Kearney and B. A. 
Quist. February 9th. 

3.939. Ignition magnetos for internal-combustion engines.“ FaBRIQUES 
DES MONTRES ZENITH, SUCCESSEUR DE FasRiQUES. bes MONTRES ZENITH G. 
Favre-Jacot ET Сік. February 9th. (Switzerland, April 15th, 1919.) 

3,940. Ignition magnetos for internal-combustion engines.“ FABRIQUES 
DES MONTRES ZENITH, SUCCESSEUR DE FaBRiOQUES. DES MONTRES ZENITH G. 
Favre-Jacot er Cie. February 9th, (Switzerland, June lith, 1919.) ` 


I. zT SON. J. 


3.972. Magnet electric ignition apparatus for explosion engines. R. E. 
Heerp. February 9th. (Germany, May 30th, 1919.) 
3.974. High-tension magnetos for four-cylinder internal combustion 


engines." Soc. PEkFECTA. February 9th. (France, February 8th, 1919.) 


3.979. Portable electro-magnetic appliance for treatment of the hai." С. 
GRAHAM and P. E. Мокслм. February Sth, 


3,987. '' Electrical resistance apparatus." P. H. Dawe. February 9th. 


4.003. Carrier for electric lamp, &c., shades, reflectors, &c.“ A. P. 
RUTHERFORD. February 10th. 


4.012. Electric lamp." G. A. Fennimore. February 10th. 

4.016. Coupling dynamos, &c., to internal-combustion engines." S. L. 
Banky. February 10th. 

4.049. Electric incandescent lamps." L. B. Соро and C. Martin. Feb- 
ruary 10th. 

4,058. Electric heating apparatus." G. F. Јоѕегн. February 10th. 

4,078. '' Electric lamps." A. KowiECzNy. February 10th. 

4,085. '' Electric switches.“ BritisH THomson-Houston Co. 
Electric Co., U.S.A.) February 10th. 

4.102. '' Testing sparking plugs." W. S. Wotrr. February 10th. 

4,103. Apparatus for testing lamps, fuses, sparking plugs, induction coils, 
Kc.“ W. S. Worrr. February 10th. 

4,104. Means for supply of electric current to railway, &c., tracks." W. 
T. Jones. February 10th. 

4,117/8/ 9. Negative plates for 
February 10th. 

4,120. '' Negative plates for electric accumulators and. manufacture of 
sa пе.” А. Pocucnatn. February 10th. 


4,128. Electric starters and cut-outs for electric lighting plants employing 
internal-combustion engines." С. C. Саккакр, А. Н. Raring and W. WILson. 
February 11th. 


4,144. Combined electric switches and wall plugs and sockets." W 


Compson, А. E. Reap and Wasal Harpware MANUFACTURING Co. Febru- 
ary llth. 


(General 


electric accumulators. A.  PoucHaiN. 


4,172. “ Trolley-pole heads for electric vehicles." Е. FARRELL. Febru- 
ary llth. 
4,185. Arrangement for receiving submarine telegraphy, &c." M. D. 


DimitrievitcH, February llth. 

4.204. Electrical apparatus." DRirisu. THomsox-Houston Co. (General 
Electric Co., U.S.A.) February llth. 

4,214. “Electrical apparatus for indicating and repeating movements at 
distanoes." J. L. Routin. February llth. (France, January 3rd.) 
. 4285. “ Electrode holders for electric arc welding or cutting.“ 

Waters. February 11th. 

4,931. “ Distributing devices for high-tension ignition machines. К. 
Boscu Akt. Ges. February llth. (Germany, March 9th, 1918.) 

4,239. ** Measured service devices for telephone systems." AUTOMATIC TELE- 
1919] MANUFACTURING Co. (February llth. (United States, February 12th, 

4,243. ''Device for ascertaining direction of submarine sound waves 
SicNAL Ges. February llth. (Germany, November 20th, 1917.) 

4,244. Device for ascertaining direction of submarine sound waves." 
SicnaL Ges. February llth, (Germany, June 5th, 1918.) 

4.255. Electric light attachment for rifles, &c. G. Е. Rosario. Feb- 
ruary llth. 

4,260. ‘ Electric switches." J. 
20th, 1919.) 

4.269. '' Current distributor for magneto-electric ignition apparatus." М. 
SrRoBEL. February llth. (Germany, March 2nd, 1918.) 

4.273. Wireless telegraphy and telephony." Н. Morris-Arrey, A. К. 
MacnoRIE and G. 5нклкїхс. February Hlth. : 

4,274/5. “Transmitters for wireless tclegraphy and telephony." 
MacRoRIE and G. 5нвлкімс. February llth. 

4,280. “ Electrically producing gas for internal-combustion engines, &c." 
T. MeCEIL AN ou. February 12th. 

4.292. Electric overhead coke conveyers, &c.“ J. Wictey. February 12th. 

4,293. '' Machine for connecting tidal, &c., energy to mechanical and elec- 
trical energy.“ G. Newnan. February 12th. 

4.306. Electric switches." E. Waternouse. February 12th. 

4311. ''Mine-signalling systems." AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING 
Co. and Н. L. Seakyeanr. February 12th. 

4.314. ‘ Sparking plugs." P. R. CARTWRIGHT and E. T. GLANVILLE. Feb- 
ruary 12th. 

4.351. Fittings for arc, &e., 

4,377. “ Portable electric lamps. COMPAGNIE 
February 12th. (France, Mav 27th, 196.) 

4,390. “ Sparking plugs." J. L. Prarer 
ber 28th, 1918.) 

4,396. '' Wireless telegraph receivers." L. B. TuRNER. February 13th 

4411. ''Protective arrangements for electric distribution and transmission 
svsUÉms." Сашехоск s Caste & Construction Co. and P. V. Heunrer. Feb- 
ruary 13th. 

4.417. “ Trollev-wheel head and bearing socket of electric traction equip- 
ments, &c." J. K. Martone. February 13th 

4.426. Electrical device for recording fires and burglaries and for gas, 


chemical and water protection.” ErrcrRICAL. Contraction Со. and R. 
ENGLAND. February 13th. 


C. B. 


VavRE. February llth. 


(France, March 


A. K. 


lamps," H Berry. February 12th. 
GENERALE D'Errcrg&icire 


February 12th. (France, Septem- 


4,481. “ Electrical conductors." Etna Licuric & Heating Co., G. Ноок- 
Ham and H. R. Prosser. February 13th. | 


4,454. “ Wind power electricity-generating plant." P. Burns and E. H. 
Jones. February 13th. 


4,455. '' Electric alarm for motor vehicles.“ 
ary 13th. 


4,463. ‘ Protective devices for alternating-current systems.” C. C. GARRARD. 
А. E. MeColz and A. Н. Raminc. February 13th. 


4.467. Magnetic blow-out devices." Т. ZwicgRRCX. February 18th. 


4,470. “ Terminal connections for electric conductors." O. Imray (R. 
Bosch Akt. Ges.) February 13th. 


4.471. Releasing devices for armatures of electric-starting motors. R. 
Boscn Axt. Ges. February 13th. (Germany, February 20th, 1919.) 


4.479. Electrical illuminating apparatus for kinematograph rojecting 
apparatus, &c." G. Txrearr. February 13th. (Italy, August th, 1919.) 


4,494. ‘Controlling devices for alternating-current dynamo-electric ma- 
chines.” British Тномѕох-Носѕтох Co. and Н. W. Taytor. February 13th. 


4.495. Vacuous electric discharge devices." British Тномѕом-Носѕтом 
Co. and J. Gray. February 13th. 


4.501. Automatic telephone systems." AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE MANUPACTUR- 
Inc Co. February 13th. (United States, May 31st, 1919.) 


4.521. Automatic attachment for turning off electric switches, gas taps. 
&c." Е. C. Envecott. February 14th. 


4,523. Electrical apparatus for heating air used in machines for drving, 
cleansing or carbonising wool, cotton, &c." E. JENKINS. February 14th. 
4.526. Electric pianos." J. I. Hatt. February láth. 


4,529. ''Cooling tanks for electrical transformers, &с.” 
February 14th. 


4,531. ** Single-phase transformer." L. Guiseppe. February “14th. 


4.544. Carrier for electric lamp shades, reflectors, &c." A. Р. RUTHER- 
FORD. February 14th. 


4.546. Sparking plugs." Н. S. Cooke. February 14th. 


4,570. '' Magnetic deflectors for electric arcs in lamps, searchlights, &c."' 
Н. C. Gissox and J. P. Yorke. February 14th. 


4,577. “ Incandescent electric lamps, &c." J. T. Catroway. February 14th. 

4,583. Crystal detectors of electric currents." Н. M. Dowsrr. Febru- 
ary 14th. 

4.592. Flame-proof boxes for switches, fuses, &c." W. T. HxNIE T's Tert- 
СКАРН Works Co. February 14th. 


L. W. APPLETON. Febru- 


* 


E. J. JrNXINs. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1918. 

5,918. ELECTRICAL MEASURING APPARATUS. 
March th, 1917. (114,632.) 

7,006. COINFREED TELEPHONE CALL-BOXES. Ges. 
May 25th, 1914. (115,241.) 

7,0011. CoINFREED TELEPHONE CALL-BOXES. Ges. fur Elektrische Industrie. 
March 19th, 1917. (Addition to 115,241.) (115,242.) 

18,208. ROTATING MAGNETS OF MAGNETO-ELECTRIC IGNITION APPARATUS. Scin- 
tilla. November 6th, 1917. (120,902.) 
18,626. ELECTRIC VALVE AMPLIFIERS. 
November l3th, 1918. (137,870.) 


20,170. AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. D. S. Hulfish. December 8th, 1917. 
(121,471.) 


Siemens & Halske Akt. Ges. 


fur Elektrische Industrie. 


G. F. Partridge and B. S. Smith. 


1919-2 

1,976. ELECTRIC LAMPS OR LANTERNS. J. Y. Fletcher and F. W. Ball. Janu- 
ary 27th, 1919. (137,914) 

3,641. ELEcrRIC couPLINGS. W. C. Lea. February 14th, 1919. (137,932.) 

4,299. MAGNETIC DEFLECTORS FOR ELECTRIC ARCS IN LAMPS, SEARCHLICHTS, AND 
THE LIke. J. P. Yorke. February 20th, 1919. (137,937.) 

7,294. AUTOMATIC COIN-OPERATED TELEPHONE CALLING APPARATUS. 
Fletcher. March 24th, 1919. (137,958.) 

8,478. SPARKING PLUGS. G. H. Barraclough. April 4th, 1919. (137,967.) 

13,028. CONTROL MEANS) БОК  ELECTRO-MAGNETIC RECIPROCATING DEVICES. 
lgranic Electric Co. (Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co.) May 23rd, 1919. 
(138,001.) 

13,664. Macnetus. B. Ames. May 29th, 1919. (138,007.) 

13,920. Srarkinc PLUGS. H. R. Wilks. June 9nd, 1919. (138,008.) 

16,431. SrARKING PLUG РОК INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. . L. Febbraro. 
June 30th, 1919. (138,023.) 

18,325. STORAGE BATTERY LOCOMOTIVE. Mancha Storage Battery Locomotive 
Co. August 3lst, 1918. (132,233.) 

18,933. METHODs OF INDIRECTLY COUPLING A RADIO-TELEGRAPHIC ANTENNA TO A 
HIGH-FREQUENCY ALTERNATOR. J. Bethenod. July 30th, 1918. (130,614.) 

20,149. INSULATING CAPS FOR ELECTRICAL Joints. М. Ritsema. September 
18th, 1918. (132.779.) ö 

90.313. SPARKING PLUGS FOR EXPLOSION MOTORS. R. Breton. June 4th, 1919. 
(138 ,037.) 

91.049. ELECTRIC KETTLES AND THE LIKE. A. S. Ford. August 27th, 1919. 
(138,039.) 

21,855. ELECTRIC REACTANCE COILS OR TRANSFORMERS. Electrical Improve- 
ments, Ltd., and J. R. Beard. September 5th, 1919. (Addition to 133.135 
(138,043.) 

94,121. ELECTRIC IGNITION APPARATUS, American Bosch Magneto Corpora- 
toin. October Ist, 1918. (133,318.) 

26.166. MEANS FOR COOLING DYNAMO-FLECTRIC MACHINES. Е. F. W. Alex- 
anderson. November 26th, 1918. (135.825.) 


T. X. 


; .;... ?Te—TññÜyũꝗ ..... 


A Dutch Erlcsson Telephone Works. — The firm of 
Koopman & Co., of Amsterdam, announce that, with the co-opera- 
tion of the Almänna Telefon A.B. L.M. Ericsson, of Stockholm. 
they have formed a group who have taken over the shares in the 
Electrische Werktuigen Fabriek, of Rijen. near Breda. It is pro- 
posed to convert the latter into the Nederlandsche Ericsson 
Telefoon Fabrieken, with a share capital of 3 000,000 florins (pre- 
war, £250,000) In order to possess a sales organisation for 
Holland and the Dutch colonies, an agreement haa been entered 
into with Koopman & Co., who have for years past imported 
telephone plant from Sweden, and who since 1916 have taken over 
the connections of the Netherlands Bell Telephone Oo., in so far 
as these were not tranaferred to the Dutch Government. 
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THE IMPROVEMENT OF INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS. 


WE have lately dwelt upon the need for the spirit of 
confidence, and in doing so we pointed out the vastness of 
the subject of industrial relations. We therefore make no 
apology for returning go soon to its consideration. 

Let us begin, then, by stating boldly our opinion that 
the relations between the various sections of the industrial 
world were never better than they are to-day. It is true 


that— | 
Hope springs eternal in the human breast ; 
Man never is, but always to be, blest. 


We may add to the last line that man never /s, but 
always was, blest. One hears almost every day some such 
expression as “ those were days, but we did not appreciate 
them”; “the good old times; and во on and so forth. 
Yet there are few who would, even if they could, set the 
clock back to a former time which may seem, on looking 
backward, to have possessed advantages. There has always 
been something capable of improvement about the relations 
between employers and employed; and much that is in 
the nature of improvement has been brought about. It 
logically follows, therefore, that the present condition of 
things, although itself undeniably capable of further 
improvement, must be the best that has yet existed. 

We hear much about the desirability of the human 
touch, and this is often coupled with lamentations about 
the disappearance of the personal contact which formerly 
existed between the master and his workpeople. If this 
personal contact was everything that could be desired— 
we are not denying that in some cases it may have been— 
why did the employed classes ever begin to realise that their 
interests would be best served, not by leaving things to the 
sense of justice of their employers, but by combining 
together and being loyal to one another? 

There has been for a long time a general tendency towards 
combination, coalescence of groups, and joint action. 
This tendency has existed among the employers as well as 
among the workpeople, and во far as it tends to promote 
progress by the elimination of cut-throat competition, and 
the consequent acquisition of the wherewithal for research 
and advancement, combination has much to recommend it. 
It was stated recently by a correspondent in a contemporary, 
and we have not seen or heard it seriously denied, that it is 
more than difficult, it is next to impossible, for an individual 
to exchange from a position in one firm to a position in 
another firm in the same line of business. Combination of 
this character we believe to be wholly bad. It tends—or, 
rather, it endeavours—to restrict progress. No such 
endeavour can be permanently succeasful, but the tendency 
is wrong. If men find it difficult to get ahead, they will 
embark in something else which offers, or seems to offer, 
better chances. It cannot be advantageous to drive good 
men out of their chosen walk of life, and only the less pro- 
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gressive will remain in underpaid positions which offer 
little or no scope for advancement. And there cannot 
be effective progress in a profession or industry which is 
manned by a second-class personnel. There should be 
freedom of movement, and we should welcome ‘a little 
more openness in the advertising of positions. Why do во 
many invite the applicant to reply toa box number? Why 
do во few state the value set upon the position? Why do 
so many deny the applicant a reply, even when a stamped 
and addressed envelope is sent with the application? And 
on the other side, those who seek advancement might with 
advantage be equally open. There is nothing to be afraid 
of, and if everyone could persuade himself to be frank there 
would be nothing unusual about it. 

We do most strongly feel that the spirit of confidence 
would be promoted as much by candour and frankness as 
by any other means. All profess to be working for 
progress. Most people believe that progress is perpetual, 
and differ from Dean Inge, who says that belief in 
perpetual progress as a law of nature is a superstition which 
has no basis in history, science, or religion ; civilisation 
has hardly changed human nature. There has been much 
in the last half-dozen years to emphasise what truth there 
is in this proposition, but we venture to think that 
advancement in the knowledge of nature is entitled to be 
described as progress. History shows prcgress in the condi- 
tions of living; science shows progress in knowledge. 
Progress in religion is more difficult to gauge ; but duelling 
has been abolished, and much has been done for the poorest 
classes by people who are really philanthropists, and not 
big business men who rightly seek to do away with all 
causes of inefficiency. 

Extremes are almost always wrong, and arise from a 
limited outlook. The extreme towards which the employer 
tends is the reduction of expense by every means in his 
power, and the appropriation of all resultant profit and 
advantage, even if unemployment should be the result. 
The extremists on the other side want the profit and 
advantage arising from the use of machinery and Ше 
adoption of more efficient methods to go into their own 
pockete. The Englishman seems to have an affinity for 
compromise — a sort of natural aptitude for it —and in this 
case, ав in so many others, the right lies somewhere between 
the two extremes. When the manifestation takes the form 
of a coalition government, it is universally damned, but 
since it is damned for many and various reasons, all of 
which conflict with one another, this should not be accepted 
as a sufficient cause for the disregard of the principle 
involved. | 

Some of the profits arising out of increased efficiency, and 
consequent increased production, should go one way and 
some the other. The antagonism towards payment by 
results will, we believe, lessen, and finally disappear 
when it is properly understood. It is a big subject, and 
we do not propose to tackle it seriously at the tail end of 
an article. It may be taken that the ideal scheme will not 
be as simply and easily arrived at as is sometimes supposed. 
It will not do to increase payment in proportion only to 
increase in output. Sometimes an increase in output may 
result in an altogether disproportionate increase in profit— 
in the case of a gold mine, for example. That portion of 
individual remuneration which represents the cost of living 
should be roughly proportionate to output; but the part 
which represents profit, or saving capacity, should depend 
largely on the profit earned by the employer, and it is this 
part which ought to go up or down as profits fluctuate. 
| The ideal may be difficult of attainment, but it is not 
impossible, and if diligently songht after, with mutual 
good will, it ought to be achieved, 


In our editorial columns on December 
А German 19th, 1919, under the heading of “Who 


PAREN are the Buyers?" we reproduced a 
quotation from the annual report of the Berlin A.E.G. The 
extract was that the directors stated that the demand for 
the company's producte on the part of neutral countries, 
and of “hitherto hostile countries," shows that German 
industry still enjoys its former esteem.” We ventured to 
express doubts as to the accuracy of the assertion in 
regard to Allied countries, with the exception of reparation 


work in France for tbe purpose of expediting the work of 


industrial reconstruction, and suggested that British firms 
could produce manufactures equally as good as, if not better 
than, the Germans’. To our astonishment these comments 
have been distorted into a confession of “ despair,” in the 
course of an article published in a Berlin newspaper on 
February 10th, by * E. Z.," who has sent us а copy of the 
paper with words written on it showing that he is E. Zehme, 
ps dozent (private coach) at the Royal Technical High 

hool at Charlottenburg. We do not propose to discuss 
his ubuse and depreciation of the British electrical industry, 
or his pointless taunt that we may find a larger export 
market for a time by marking British goods Маде in 
Germany." But before attempting to take us to task again, 
it would be well for this privat dozent to cultivate his 
knowledge of the English language 80 88 to avoid misrepre- 
sentation of facts in the future, unless he is one of the 
celebrated twisters ” (Machenschaftler), of whom Germany 
possesses a not inconsiderable number. 


THE Bill which the Institution of 

The Registration Civil Engineers has introduced into 
of Engineers. : ў 
Parliament to compel all engineers 

practising as civil engineers to be registered, and also to 
prevent any unregistered civil engineer from using the 
letters “ C.E.” after his name, has naturally enough created 
considerable stir among the other engineering institutions. 
The object bebind the Bill, of course, is the laudable one of 
improving the status of the engineer to that of the legal and 
medical professions, and to that, in principle, no engineer 
has any objection. The point in connection with the Bill 
of the Institution of Civil Engineers, however, is its 
possible detrimental effect upon the other branches of 
engineering, which regard themselves as on a par with civil 
engineering, for a clear line of demarcation between the 
profession of a civil engineer and other branches of 
engineering is not easy to draw. For instance, in the 
origina] Charter of the Institution of Civil Engineers, 
granted in 1828, it is stated that the signatories * have 
formed themselves into a society for the general advance- 
ment of mechanical science, and more particularly for 


' promoting the acquisition of that species of knowledge 


which constitutes the profession of a civil engineer, being 
the art of directing the great sources of power in Nature 
for the use and convenience of man, as a means of pro- 
duction and of traffic in states, both for external and internal 
trade, as applied in the construction of roads, bridges, 
aqueducta, canals, river navigation and docks, for internal 
intercourse and exchange, and in the construction of ports, 
harbours, moles, breakwaters, and lighthouses, and in the 
art of navigation by artificial power for the purposes of 
commerce, and in the construction and adaptation of 
machinery and in the drainage of cities and towns." 

This is a fairly comprehensive definition, and it is not 
difficult to see tbat it covers many branches of engineering 
in which there has been specialisation since it was first 
drawn up ; for instance, mechanical engineering, electrical 
engineering, and municipal engineering, to mention three 
of the leading branches. It is not, therefore, surprising 
that the Councils of a number of leading engineering insti- 
tutions have taken up the question of the principle involved 
in the Bill of the Institution of Civil Engineers with con- 
siderable activity, and interviews, of an entirely friendly 
character, have taken place with the Council of the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers. "There are hopes that an amicable 
settlement will be reached, although it is clearly understood 
that the other institutions are determined to oppose the Bill 
if it is felt that the rights and privileges of their members 
will be encroached upon by it. The whole question of the 
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registration of engineers on lines similar to those which 
obtain in the case of lawyers and doctors, is a broad and 
difficult one, and can hardly be dealt with in a sectional 
manner, because no branch of engineering is likely to rest 
contented whilst another branch receives at the hands of 
the Legislature privileges which can equally well be applied 
to all engineers. However, the negotiations between the 
parties are being carried on in the most friendly spirit, and 
if an arrangement can be come to whereby the status of all 
engineers can be raised to the level in public estimation 
which it ought to occupy, so much the better, for strife 
among engineers on this important question ought to be 
avoided at all costs. Many civil engineers, of course, are 
also members of the other institutions, and that in itself 
ought to pave the way for an arrangement to be come to 
which will avoid the spectacle of engineers fighting each 
other on this question in the Parliamentary Committee 
ms. 


IN a letter printed in our “ Corres- 
pondence" columns, Mr. Carl Hering 
gently satirises the Einstein theory, which seems to be 
incapable of statement in the vulgar tongue. Asa matter 
of sober fact, we are not at all sure that Mr. Hering's 
humorous proposition is not really in accordance with the 
theory, in which time appears to constitute a fourth dimen- 
sion—and time is associated with motion. But we may 
point out thata straight line may be moved without generat- 
ing а surface, and a plane without generating a volume. 
Whether a solid may be moved without introducing a fourth 
dimension we are unable to say, but assuming that the 
motion of a solid most closely analogous to that of Mr. 
Hering’s plane is expansion or contraction, we again meet 
with the question whether time is a dimension. 

We have endeavoured to provide our readers with asimple 
statement of the fundamental principles of tbe Einstein 
theory (вее Mr. R. W. Western’s article оп “ The Principle 
of Relativity Simply Explained,” in our issues of September 
26th and October 3rd, 1919, and editorials in our issues of 
November 21st and January 9th), but it must be admitted 
that the subject is one of immense difficulty, not only to the 
man in the street, bat even to the expert; Sir Oliver 
Lodge, at a recent meeting, chaffingly asked Prof. Eddington 
(a leading exponent of the theory) if he thought he under- 
stood it himself ! | 

A remarkable letter appeared in Nature of February 12th, 
signed “ W. G.,“ in which the writer drew an extraordinary 
parallel between the non-Euclidean geometry of the 
Einstein theory, and the conditions obtaining in the space 
behind a convex mirror ; the article is most ably written, 
extremely interesting, and well worth reading. The author 
quaintly and appropriately winds up with a reference to 
“ Alice through the Looking-Glass” : “ According to the 
theory of relativity, if the observer is moving with the 
velocity of light, time remains unchanged. This must 
have been the case with the Mad Hatter. With him it was 
always six o'clock, and always tea - time.“ 


— 


Relativity. 


РЕВА WE wonder how many of the engineers 
55 '„ Or managers of the five- hundred- odd elec- 
tricity undertakings scattered up and 

down the country could pass even an elementary examina- 
tion on the provisions of the various Electric Lighting Acta. 
One might, perhaps, be surprised to find how few had more 
than a bowing acquaintance with them, to eay nothing of those 
to whom they are little more than a name. Of course, with 
big undertakings, a good knowledge of the Acts is necessary, 
otherwise one is sure to land in pitfalls. But with small 
undertakings, it is surprising how, with luck, an almost 
complete ignorance may go on, year after year, in unbroken 
serenity. We say with luck, but as one cannot always rely 
on luck, it is the more politic course, perhaps, to browse 
occasionally on the wise (or unwise) provisions, restrictions 
and regulations that legislators have laid down for the 
guidance, or coercion, of undertakings in these Acta. 
Further, there is the chance of becoming aware of privileges 
hitherto neglected. As a matter of fact, the total volume 
of these Acts, including the new Act of 1919, is anything 
but formidable, And in this case, a “little learning“ ig 


just the reverse of a dangerous thing. There are many cases 
that may crop up with consumers, especially with ingenious, 
litigious-minded consumers, where a manager would feel all 
the happier for being able to speak with confidence. There 
are always a certain number of consumers who.can be trusted 
to pull the leg of the undertaking if they get a chance, and 
a further quota of consumers who, less innocently, are not 
averse to taking advantage of the company if they get the 
slightest opening. Anyhow, one can never tell when such 
knowledge will come in useful. We heard of such a case, 
where the quoting of an Act, united perhaps with a modicum 
of bluff, got over an awkward situation. A truculent 
kinema manager who had come to cross-purposes with the 
supply undertaking, finding that some offices above his 
premises were supplied through leads taken into his cut-out, 
took revenge hy disconnecting these, boasting of it, and 
refusing admittance. The upstairs offices, of course, 
clamoured straightway for their lighting. The manager 
of the undertaking, however, remembered that any- 
one who unlawfully and maliciously tampers with 
electric wires with intent to cut off the supply is 
guilty of a "felony." It needed only a telephone inti- 
mation to be conveyed to the offices of the kinemato- 
graph company that unless admission was given immediately 
to the undertaking’s man in order to reconnect, a policeman 
and a charge of felony would be the consequence. Admittance 
was given straightway, merely on the personal threat, which 
the Act allowed. Or, again, perhaps everyone does not 
know that an undertaking can refuse to give supply to any 
person or company whose payments are in arrears, whether 
in respect of premises to which supply is required, or other 
premises where the same person takes supply. Or on the 
question of deposits, it is a useful point to know that where 
a deposit is being overstepped, an adequate deposit can be 
demanded on seven days' notice, and if it is not forthcoming 
supply can be discontinued. Also that if an undertaking 
has to be cut off for non-payment of account, it can charge 
for the expenses of disconnection. These are only random 
points out of the many in the Acts concerning the 
relations of consumer and undertaking, all of which 
should be known. Properly, of course, not only the 
manager, but all officials who are brought into contact 
with consumers, should, as a necessary of their duties, 
be required to read, mark, learn," and have at their 
fingers' ends, all the chief points of the Acts as regards 
duties to and of consumers. | 


ON Tuesday, June 29th, the Royal 
Exnibition at Agricultural Society of England will open 
Darlington, its annual show at Darlington. We may 
remind our readers that the &cope of this 
well-known exhibition is a very wide one, and that it affords 
an excellent opportunity for bringing electrical apparatus to 
the notice of farmers and other residents in the country, as 
well as town-dwellers, thus opening a market of unlimited 
possibilities. Last year, at Cardiff, the local supply 
authorities took advantage of the occasion to organise a 
publicity effort on a large scale, with gratifying resulta, 
and it is to be hoped that the Electricity Committee at 
Darlington will not let slip the chance of going one better. 
The agricultural implement trials do not yet provide a 
class for electrical ploughing, except under the head of self- 
propelled ploughs, for which medals and prizes are offered ; 
but electric motors and electrically-driven machines can be 
exhibited, though, so far as we can ascertain from the 
regulations, no explicit provision is made for a supply of 
electricity for the purpose of showing them in motion—a 
regettable oversight, which may, perhaps, be only apparent. 
The directors of во important a show ought to lead the way 
in а matter such as this, not to wait until the question is 
forced upon their notice. In additicn to agricultural 
articles, there are many categories under which other elec- 
trical appliances may be shown, such as carriages, cycles, 
industrial vehicles, washing machines, culinary appliances, 
ice-making machines, domestic appliances and household 
fittings, driving belts, books, sewing machines, lubricatore, 
Kc. All such entries must be made on or before March 
20th, but agricultural articles can be entered up to 
April Ist, on payment of double fees We hope the 
electrical industries will be strongly represented, | 


Agricultural 
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“A NEW METHOD OF MEASURING HEAVY DIRECT CURRENTS. 


| Ву R. Е. NEALE, 


THE usual method of measuring heavy direct currents is by 
means of a moving-coil ammeter (of the millivoltmeter 
type) connected to the terminals of a shunt in the main 
circuit. This method is satisfactory when the measuring 
instrument is not far from the heavy-current conductor, 
except that the energy loss in the shunt itself becomes a 
serious item if very heavy currents are carried. If, how- 
ever, the measuring instrument be 200 or 300 yards from 
the heavy-current cable, the pilot leads must be of large 
cross-section in order that the drop in them may be a 
minimum, and even then the voltage drop which must be 
provided across the terminals of the shunt, in order to obtain 
satisfactory operation, is so high that there is serious 
dissipation of energy in the shunt. If measurements are to 
be over yet longer distances, the cost of pilot leads and the 
loss in the main shunt become almost prohibitive. In order 
to overcome these difficulties, reliance has been placed in the 
past upon telephonic communication of instrument readings, 
or upon the use of repeating instruments of various kinds. 

. An interesting and entirely novel method of measuring 
heavy direct currents at a distance has been devised by 
Ernst Besag, and is now in use at Frankfort-on-Main. 
The following particulars are from an article in £Elekíro- 
lechnische Zeitschrift. The method depends upon.change 
in the choking effect of a choking coil fed with alternating 
current, when the iron core of the coil is magnetised by 
the direct current to be measured as well as by the alternating 
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current. Referring to fig. 1, the heavy- Current conductor, 
с, is surrounded by two iron ring-cores, on which are wound 
the coils р, D, These coils are connected so that there is 
no resultant effect on the current in c due to transformer 
effect from the alternating-current windings. The terminals 
of the latter are connected to the distant station, as shown, 
and an alternating-current ammeter is placed where the 
current indications are required; А.С. supply at 110 volts 
or 220 volte is connected to the measuring circuit, and it is 
necessary that this supply be of constant voltage, frequency, 
and wave form, within the limits now usual in turbo- 
alternator stations. 

When there is no current flowing in c, the coils D,, D, 
exert an almost pure choking effect, and the А.С. ammeter 
reads practically zero. As the current in C increases, so 
does the magnetic saturation of the cores A and B, hence 
the choking effect of р, D, decreases; and the alternating 
current in the measuring circuit increases. For each value 
of the main direct current there is a definite value of the 
alternating current, hence the А.С. ammeter may be cali- 
brated to read directly the direct-current amperes. By 
using a pressure of 110 or 220 volte in the a.c. circuit, the 
requisite current may be kept so low that quite small leads 
may be used without introducing any appreciable error 
from the voltage drop in these conductors. 

The municipal tramway network of Frankfort-on- Main 
is supplied principally by turbo-generators in the No. 1 
station, but if the capacity of the latter is exceeded 
the surplus requirements are supplied from a converter 
station, which is about 24 km. from the generating station. 


Hitherto the economical distribution of load between the 
new plants has necessitated continuous telephonic commu- 
nication, but the new system of measurement has now been 
adopted, and there is in the generating station an А.С. 
ammeter calibrated to read up to 5,000 amperes D.c., and 
connected to choking coils in the sub-station by a pair of 
1:5 sq. mm. leads. The sub-stetion is similarly equipped 
with a 5,000-ampere ammeter, indicating the bus-bar load 
on the generating station. The resistance of each measuring 
circuit is about 70 ohms, and the town supply of 120 volts, 
45:3 cycles is used in the measuring circuit. 

The oscillograms reproduced in fig. 2 were obtained by 
using the power supply (220 volts, 45:8 cycles) in the 
measuring circuit and by replacing the heavy-current con- 
ductor с (fig. 1), for the purpose of this test, by a D.C. 
winding on each iron core. When the direct current was 
zero, the А.С. in the measuring circuit was almost exactly 
90° out of phase with the impressed voltage. With 
Increasing values of direct current, the alternating cur- 
rent increased as shown, and its phase displacement was 
reduced, but never fell below about 70°, so that the power 
consumption in the А.С. circuit remained small throughout. 
The current values shown in fig. 2 are the values of direct 
current used in the auxiliary winding of the iron cores, and 
not the А.С. amperes in the measuring circuit. 

Under the conditions obtaining in Frankfort, heavy 
direct currents may be measured by this method with an 
error not exceeding + 2 per cent. 

Apart from its value in long-distance measurement, the 
new method offers the advantage of eliminating shunt losses 
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which are serious, where heavy currents are concerned, even 
if the indicating instrument be near the main conductor. 
Another advantage, which will be more appreciated now 
that high-tension D.C. is being used so extensively for 
traction purposes, is that the pilot leads used in Besag's 
method need be insulated only for 110 or 220 volts P. C., 
and not for the voltage of the main circuit. Apart from 
the economy thus effected, operating risks are reduced by 
eliminating direct electrical connection between the switch- 
board and the high-voltage D.c. circuit. An important 
possible application of the new method is to the measure- 
ment of the charging or discharging current of cells in a 
distant battery sub-station. 

Alternating current for the measuring circuit is almost 
invariably available in these days of A.o. generation and 
transmission, and if it were not immediately available, it 
would often be worth while to install a small converter in 
order to make possible the use of this method. 

(A possible modification of this method which suggests 
itself would be to use a single iron core round the heavy 
D.C. conductor, say, A, fig. 1, and to connect a winding D, 
on this core to a fluxmeter. The fluxmeter being set to 
zero when no current was flowing in C, the deflection of the 
instrument should thereafter be proportional to the magneti- 
sation of A, and thus to the current flowing in C. The law 
would not be linear, owing to magnetic saturation of the 
iron core, but it would be practicable to calibrate the flux- 
meter to indicate directly the corresponding values of the 
main current. This method would not be applicable to 
long-distance measurement, owing to the very small E. M. F. s 
produced by changes in the magnetisation of A, but it may 
have its application in certain special cases, and if во, it 
would offer the advantage of eliminating the А.С. supply 
required by Besag's method. Errors due to hysteresis and 
remanent magnetism could generally be minimised by 
providing a suitable air gap in the magnetic circuit.—Eps.) 
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MAGNETIC STORMS AS AFFECTING OCEAN TELEGRAPH CABLES, 
(Supplementary Notes.) 


By EDWARD RAYMOND-BARKER. 


ͤ— ——- 


SINCE the appearance of the article under the above 
heading in 1НЕ BLECTRICAL REVIEW of December 19th 
and December Zoth, 1919, appreciative letters from 
observatory und from ocean cuble telegraph stations 
have reucued the present writer. ы 

A leading authority at a great cable station, writing 
on this subject for the first time, bas used the following 
words: ** Luur suggestion is а good one, and ought to 
lind place with ац cable administrations . . ."' 

Lewers, in fact, show that the writer’s plea for ad- 
visory notices by ''wireless " has been endorsed by 
excellent authority, and, therefore, holds good. That 
1з to say, the proposal is recognised as a good one, that 
on occasions—tortunately of rare occurrence—of serious 
magnetic disturbance, especially when this evinces 
abrupt variations of magnetic force, notice from the 
Director of the Meteorological Othce shouid be spread 
abroad by wireless as early as practicable to cable 
stations and especially to cable-repair ships on the high 
seus, 

Owing to the protective action of the cable condensers 
which, when unshunted, block out all earth currents 
excepting those characterised by abrupt changes in 
polarity or in potential, a cable station staff intent on 
maintaining, by auto- transmission and auto-relays or 
amplifiers, uninterrupted duplex flow of message traffic, 
might, during the earlier stages of a magnetic storm, 
remain quite unaware of impending trouble, and so 
would cordially welcome the magnetic observatory’s 
timely intimation. 

By the electrical staff on a cable ship, cut off from 
much information known at the cable stations, and 
about to cut into a cable just raised, perhaps, through 
some three miles depth of water (see E.R., December 
26th, 1919, col. 1, line 35), magnetic storm data cer- 
tainly would be very keenly appreciated. 

In this connection, it is interesting to note that, as 
regards the famous magnetic storm of August llth and 
l2th last, news to hand from a big station informs us 
that, at the end of the storm, two, if not three, faults 
directly due to its effects were found in the cables. 

So far, then, this suggestion as to wirelessed ad- 
visory notices from the Meteorological Office has met 
with approval; nevertheless, the present writer, ap- 
parently, has gone too far in his assumption that mag- 
netic storm forecasts would be practicable. In like 
manner, in his former article, he has gone astray in 
assuming that the routine information, issued—as Dr. 
Chree in his I.E.E. lecture has told us—week by week 
by the Director of the Meteorological Office to the In- 
stitution of Mining Engineers, customarily includes 
warnings of approaching magnetic storms. 

In a generously informative letter (December 31st) to 
the present writer, Dr. Charles Chree, F.R.S., Super- 
intendent of Kew Observatory, has shown that ‘‘ what 


is issued for the benefit of mining engineers is historical 


not prophetic information."' 

Every Wednesday, Dr. Chree tells us, the mag- 
netic history of the week ending on the previous Satur- 
day" is sent from Kew Observatory to ‘‘ certain 
journals. . . . No journal other than those devoted to 
mining interests has as yet applied for the informa- 
tion.“ 

Furthermore, Dr. Chree's letter states that the photo- 
graphic sheet upon which magnetic variations are re- 
corded, serves for two successive days before it is taken 
from the instrument to be developed, so that, altogether, 
in the normal course of events, without special arrange- 
ments being made, two or three days must elapse on 
the average before the complete information relative to 
any particular day becomes available. 


However, as Dr. Chree now points out: If obtain- 
ing very early information were considered important 
enough to make the question of cost immaterial, special 
arrangements could be made, e.g., an eye-reading in- 
strument would be set up and read at frequent intervals, 
or а special magnetograph could be set up with arrange- 
ments for developing the record at short intervals.“ 

The Rev. Father A. L. Cortie, S.J., Director of 
Stonyhurst College Observatory, likewise has most 
kindly found time to write on the same subject about 
which he makes, inter alia, the following observations: 

‘<. . . The difficulty of giving warnings is that since 
the records are photographic, one cannot tell that the 
magnets have been disturbed until the curves have been 
developed. We can take eye observations, but no one 
as a rule thinks of looking through the telescopes until 
we know that a disturbance is taking place. Pen and 
ink records on à drum would be preferable for all self- 
recording instruments. . . ." 

From all the foregoing matter, one may draw the 
following conclusions:— 

If ocean telegraph cable authorities thought it desir- 
able to acquire from the Meteorological Office notifica- 
tion of serious magnetic disturbance, and were ready to 
make good any additional expenditure, magnetic ob- 
servatories would have it in their power to make special 
arrangements for early detection of any heavy pertur- 
bations that might occur. 

Long-range radio systems, Admiralty or Marconi or 
Tour Eiffel, amongst others, might be utilised to reach 
distant cable ships known to be at work. As already 
mentioned in a former article, many cable stations now 
have their own antenne, though what their actual 
transmission range amounts to, the writer is unable to 
state. Cable stations would, in many cases, be able to 
verify observatory warnings as to threatening earth- 
current disturbances, though it must not be forgotten 
that, as Dr. Chree now tells us, ‘‘ there are storms and 
storms. Only some seem to have large accompanying 
earth currents; those apparently in which there are 
specially rapid magnetic oscillations are the most dis- 
turbing."' | 

Finally, one cannot refrain from suggesting that once 
it be deemed desirable for the well-being, whether of 
mining engineers or of the cable telegraph service, to 
see and appreciate magnetometric conditions at any 
given moment, at a glance, a spare magnetic declina- 
tion bar might be arranged and set up as a non-record- 
ing instrument. 

Protected from draughts in a glazed case and with 
condensed light thrown on to the fixed and the movable 
half-disk mirrors (Fed for zero and movable for varia- 
tions), reflected luminous images or spots“ of con- 
eiderable size might be projected an extensive radial 
distance; the movable ''apot'' being free to sweep the 
whole length of & long and wide graduated scale. This 
arrangement would offer the utmost facility for cursory 
inspection by an observer normally engaged in other 
work, but always within view of the great graduated 
scale. | 

In concluding these few notes, one may be allowed 
to mention that & detailed and beautifully illustrated 
description of photographically self-recording magneto- 
meters, as used at Kew and at Stonyhurst College, 1s 
given in Gordon's ''Physical Treatise on Electricity 
and Magnetism,’’ Vol. 1 (Samson Low, Marston & Co., 


Ltd., 100, Southwark Street, London, S. E. 1). 


Since the above was written, THe ELECTRICAL RE- 
view, January 16th, 1920, p. 82, under. the heading 
* Wireless Meteorological Information; has published 
an interesting quotation from an Admiralty notice to 
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mariners in the London Gazette, January 6th. In it 
occur the following words.. . Negotiations are in 
hand to extend and unify the system of collecting 
weather data by wireless from ships at sea all over the 
world, and, at the same time, to organise the free 
transmission of weather bulletins to admit of ships 
being constantly supplied with reliable weather reports 


and forecasts wherever they may be... ." (Italics, 
the writer’s.) 

Clearly, once the radiotelegraphic distribution of 
magnetic-storm notices to ships at work on submarine 
cables has officially been recognised as desirable, it is 
evident that the necessary organisation for the said 


distribution of information lies here ready at hand. 


THE WORKING CONDITIONS OF MAINS STAFFS. 


By WILFRED WELLS. 


T r —— —— 


Tun notion that he works considerably harder than 
the average person is a harmless conceit, shared, we 
suppose, by most men. The number of persons in the 
world having soft jobs is by no means negligible, but 
rarely will one find a man who will admit that he has 
one. Rather, such individuals are mostly zealous in 
demonstrating to their acquaintances how hard they 
work, and how exhausting their work is. The relation- 
ship between the actual amount of work done by a man 
and the amount he tells other people he does, is more 
appropriately represented geometrically by a rectangu- 
lar hyperbola, than by a straight line passing through 
the origin. Certainly it is a fact that the central sta- 
tion man, whose hours have been indefinite, and whose 
relaxations few, has iu the past had less to say about 
the hardness with which he worked than have elemen- 
tary school teachers, whose hours average under 30 per 
week, and whose annual leave is something like eight 
weeks. 

There is little doubt, however, that in the earlier 
days of electricity supply, the lot of the central station 
man was by no means easy. The imperfections of the 
generating plant and switchgear of this period made the 
possibility of breakdown very much greater than is the 
case at present. And, in addition, the normal running 
of the station of 15 years ago was not the comparatively 
uneventful business it is to-day. Especially in these 
early days was the position of the engineer-in-charge— 
or the shift engineer, as he was then designated—un- 
enviable, and it is no matter for wonder that only 
men of the right temperament were able to stand up to 
the work for any length of time. The successive ad- 
vances in the design of central-station plant have largely 
eliminated the likelihood of breakdown and the diffi- 
culties of operation, and, with the larger units now 
in general use, the work of the engineer-in-charge is 
rather in the boiler house than in the engine room or 
in the switch room. "The worries of the charge engineer 
are now much smaller, and with an adequate provision 
of spare plant, and some reasonably good coal, his lot, 
from the point of view of routine duties, is very much 
easier. The general adoption of a normal 48-hour 
week, and the improvement in rates of pay that now, 
happily, are becoming more general, are, of course, 
all to the good. 

The general conditions of working for central-station 
stafis vary greatly with the nature of the work. The 
technical departments can be divided into works, mains, 
testing, and sales sections. Those in the testing depart- 
ment are in many ways the most fortunate, as their 
hours are fixed, and when they leave the works they 
do so with the assurance that they are free till the next 
morning. Junior members of this department may, 
-of course, consider that the tedious nature of their work 
Is a set-off against this advantage. The superintendent 
of the testing department, however, in the matter of 
hours, is much better circumstanced than his colleagues 
in other departments. 

The hours of working amongst the sales or publicity 
staff are not so well defined, as much of this work must 
needs be done in the evening. The work of the sales 
department is, however, not largelv of a routine nature, 
and it seems possible that arrangements can without 
difficulty be made whereby compensation can be ob- 


tained for evening work in the way of leave during the 
daytime. The fact that the remuneration of the pub- 
licity staff usually depends more or less upon the work 
they put in, is a further compensation for irregularity 
of hours. 

It is when the conditions under which the works and 
mains stafis work are examined that real hardship is 
often found to exist. It does not require very much 
effort to demonstrate that the lot of the station super- 
intendent of a works of moderate size, even where up-to- 
date plant is installed, is not all that it might be. 
The story so ably told by Ann Assette in recent 
issues of this journal, although erring perhaps a little 
on the side of exaggeration, was nevertheless in the 
main a true picture of the life and career of an engineer 
connected with the works side of central-station life. 
In the course of this story, however, little was said of 
the conditions under which the mains engineer works, 
the sole reference to the mains department being the 
mention of a Chief who spent the whole of one Christ- 
mas Day in locating a fault. However true to life such 
a story may have been ten or fifteen years ago, it is 
hardly applicable to present-day circumstances, and 
it is safe to assume that the average Chief of to-day, 
so far from spending Christmas, or for the matter of 
that, any other day, in locating a mains fault, would 
be very content to delegate this interesting job to a 
member of his mains staff. 

The normal duties of the mains staff are fairly well 
defined, and are about the same in all undertakings. 
The time of this staff is well occupied with superintend- 
ing maintenance, service, and extension works; and 
this work, it must be remembered, cannot always be 
carried out during normal working hours. Important 
jobs usually have to be carried out during week-ends. 
and these are just the jobs that require the closest and 
most lengthy supervision. A considerable number of 
hours, outside those usually considered to constitute 
the normal working day, have, in addition, to be de- 
voted to testing. In addition to supervisory duties. 
the mains staff usually have an appreciable amount cf 
clerical work in the office to be attended to, and in 
all but the larger undertakings they are expected to 
keep the system of plans and records up to date. The 
normal duties, therefore, are usually sufficient to keep 
the mains engineers fairly busy. although undoubtedly 
times of stress are more or less balanced by periods of 
purely roytine work, when the supervision and clerical 
work required are fairly light. The life of a mains 
engineer is, moreover, a healthy one, and the freedom 
of movement that must necessarily be assigned to all 
members of the mains staff, is very congenial even to 
the most conscientious man who is the least likely 20 
abuse this privilege. If the duties of a mains engineer 
ended here, it is probable that, as a class, they would 
be fairly contented with the conditions under which 
they worked, being quite willing to put in the extra 
time at week-ends that is often required. 

In addition, however, to all the foregoing, there is a 
further call on the time and energies of the mains 
engineer that is based upon the principle that at all 
times the services of one of the mains staff shall be 
obtainable at short notice to deal with any cable break- 
down that may take place. This, from the standpoint 
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of the undertaking, is perfectly reasonable, and indeed 
necessary, and it is sometimes assumed that in this 
matter the mains engineer is in a similar position to 
the station superintendent. This is by no means true, 
owing to the fact that unlike the works, the mains do 
not require a staff to see that they perform their func- 
tions, and that, consequently, if the smallest or most 
trifling of troubles occurs, there is not necessarily any 
man at hand to attend to it. As there is always an 
engineer-in-charge at the works, the difference in this 
respect between the station and the mains engineer is 
apparent. : 

The means adopted for complying with the theoreti- 
cal requirement of the availability of mains engineers 
vary very greatly from place to place. Among the 
larger undertakings it was not unknown for three 
shifts of mains engineers, jointers, and mates, to be 
run, thus ensuring that at any hour during the day 
or night, an adequate staff was available to tackle a 
fault. In other undertakings, one or more members 
of the mains staff were required to be in attendance 
during the evenings, while in the majority of stations 
it was considered suflicient for one engineer to be at 
some known place in the town where he could receive 
& communication either by telephone or by messenger 
within a reasonably short time. The position of the 
mains engineer, standing by, on the occurrence of a 
fault, largely depended upon the arrangements made 
for his assistance. One engineer obviously cannot 
tackle a serious fault single-handed; but this obvious 
fact was often overlooked, with the result that the un- 
fortunate engineer had first of all to hunt round the 
town for & jointer to render the necessary assistance. 
It is true that in most works there is a wireman or 
meter fixer on duty during the evening to attend to 
complaints of light failure, but it was useless to rely 
on this man for help, as it frequently happened that 
when wanted for this purpose he was in the furthermost 
corner of the district replacing a 5-ampere fuse in a 
distribution board. The theoretical requirement of the 
availability of a mains engineer for attention to break- 
down is, too, often disregarded during the daytime. 
In one undertaking in which one engineer was sup- 
posed every evening to be in attendance at the works, 
it was not unusual for the whole of the technical mains 
staff to be out during the greater part of the day. 
During the time of the power load, therefore, when the 
consequences of & breakdown would have been most 
serious to the most important consumers, it might 
easily happen that none of the mains staff could be got 


at for some considerable time, and when they were, 


considerable difficulty might be experienced in getting 
& jointer to render the necessary assistance. The num- 
ber of stations where arrangements are made for the 
services of an engineer, jointer, and mate to be in- 
stantly available during the daytime is probably very 
small. And yet, it cannot be denied that the shutting 
down of a large works is more important, if. not as 
spectacular, as 200 yards of one side of the High Street 
being in darkness. It appears, therefore, that the 
only sure way of guarding against delay in the clear- 
ing of a mains fault, is to provide three shifts of en- 
gineers, jointers, and mates, and in any other scheme 
certain risks have to be run. The three shifts would, 
of course, entail prohibitive expenditure in all but the 
large undertakings, and, therefore, we find that risks 
have to be taken in the smaller works. "These risks can. 
however, be minimised by a little careful arrangement, 
but at all events, it seems quite clear that the services 
of a jointer and mate should be instantly available 
during the evening hours, when the heavy lighting 
lead is on. This availability can only be obtained by 
the attendance of these men at the works; any other 
system places upon the shoulders of the mains en- 
gineer on duty the additional worry and trouble of 
having to turn his jointer out, if a fault occurs. It 
will, of course, cost money to keep a jointer and mate 
at the works each evening, whilst the standing-by of 
the mains engineers is supposed to be remunerated by 


the salaries of these fortunate men. There is little 
doubt that, in times past, there has been considerable 
tendency to take advantage of the fact that the mains 
staff are salaried officials, and to require of them unfair 
hours of attendance, and also to saddle them with ad- 
ditional trouble to the all-sufficient annoyance otf 
having to clear a cable breakdown. 

There is a further aspect of the availability of the 
mains engineers that requires notice, and that is the 
fact that they are worried by any little trifling thing 
occurring outside the works that may require attention 
after working hours, unless there is a man in attend- 
ance to see to such small matters. A lamp-post, for 
instance, is knocked down in a remote corner of the 
town; it is reported to the mains engineer, and he, 
being a concientious man, will probably not be able to 
rest content till he is assured that somebody has been 
found to attend to the matter. There are numerous 
small troubles that are always likely to occur, but which 
do not need the attention of an engineer, and, seeing 
that he is not paid for the extra time he puts in, it is 
hardly equitable that he should be bothered with such 
matters as do not need his attention. Happy are the 
mains engineers where there is a capable mains fore- 
man living on or near the works, who is competent to 
attend to all matters up to, say, and including the 
isolation of a faulty distributor length, and the ques- 
tion suggests itself why such a man is not to be 
found in all but the smallest undertakings. ^ Mains 
engineers might well ask themselves this question, and 
consider whether it is not sufficient to be called out 
in the evening or during the night for only such matters 
as really require their attention, and for no others. 

Enough has been written to show that the life of a 
mains engineer, although it has certain advantages. 
is not all that it might be, and the restraint upon his 
movements after a day's work, or, as it has been er- 
pressively styled, ‘‘ being on the dog chain," is not a 
little irksome. A certain amount of restraint must 
necessarily always remain, excepting, perhaps, in the 
largest undertakings, but there seems no reason why it 
should not be very much less than it has been in many 
places, it seeming only right and proper that those 
undertakings which desire a high degree of security 
against delay in clearing faults should he prepared to 
pay for what they require. 


A Swedish Company's Activity.—A heavy fall in the 
quotations for the shares of Luth & Rosens Elektriska Aktiebolag 
has induced Mr. Asel Hultman, on behalf of the directors, to give 
an explanation of the situation in Srenska Dagbladet, of February 


.20th, although the definite figures for 1919 have not yet been 


ascertained. He states that although the turnover increased from 
26 millions kronor in 1918 to 29 millions last year, the results 
seem to show a not inconsiderable loss. This is attributed to the 
large fall in prices of materials and the consequent unfavourable 
sale prices, and the necessity for writing down the large stocks 
which the company was compelled to keep ; to the replacement of 
plant, and the constant increases in wages, as it was necessary to 
maintain operations at the Eskilstuna Works, despite large losses. 
The reserve funds will be inadequate to cover the latter, and a 
portion must be carried forward. Mr. Hultman further states that 
an increased demand for the company’s manufactures has been 
manifested in the home market in the present year (1920), and in 
the export market the company has succeeded in forming some 
valuable foreign connections, which, together with former rela- 
tions, seem to hold ont the prospect of yielding considerable orders 
to the company. The directors have taken measures for e 


‘the production of standard articles, and that of electrical machinery 


has more than doubled. Under these circumstances, the hope is 
expressed that the company's activity will woon again become 
profitable, . | 


Railway Electrification Catalogues Wanted їв Canada. 
H.M. Trade Commissiorer at Toronto (Mr. F. W. Field) in a com- 
munication to the DO.T., states that Mr. 8. В. Clement, chief 
engineer of the Temiskaming and Northern Ontario Railway 
(Ontario Government Railwsy), North Bay, Ontario, wishes te 
receive from United Kingdom firme interested in the electrifica- 
tien of steam railways, details of the work of this nature which 
they have done in other countries, together with catalogues and 
other literature on the subject. It is atated that the electrification 
of the Ontario Government's railway, comprising a mileage of 342 
may be considered at a later date, ; 
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' CORRESPONDENCE. . | 
Letters received by us after 5 Р.м. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week, Correspondents should forward their communi” 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter oan be pudblishad 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our vosspssion,— 


~ 


| Electrolytic Meters. 

Mr. Marshall, in his reply to our letter in fhe ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW. оѓ February 13th, speaks of the relative use of electro- 
lvtic meters; this relative comparison should be made by com- 
paring the number of meters in use on D.C. circuits of smaller 
consuimers—say up to 20/25 amperes capacity—which ашап 
consumers are now rapidly increasing. This is where the 
clectrolvtic meter tells, as indicated in our previous letter; 
when the supply is to a small consumer using one-watt or 
half-watt lamps, a motor meter is Very apt to refuse to start, 
hence the increasing use of electrolytic meters of late years. 
Our output has, in any case, been considerably in excess of 
even pre-war figures in spite of difficulties as regards supplies 
of raw inaterial—this latter condition we are aware applies 
to all—but we mention it as our output would otherwise. эе 
far greater. 

As regards maintenance cost, apart from filling, this is nil; 
we have meters still working which were installed 25 years 
ано; and as regards filling, this is a minute's work, done at 
the time of reading, perhaps once a year or perhaps not, so 
often. . „ | 

With reference to the letter from your correspondent 
„A. W. (“., in your issue of the 27th ult., we would point out 
that every electrolvtic meter is not affected by vibration or 
dampness, as neither of these will affect the Bastian eleetro- 
lytic meter, nor is it necessary to make a further visit to 
note whether the meter is working or not. As regards life 
and maintenance, our letter in reply to Mr. Marshall deals 


with this: - 
The Bastian Meter Co., Ltd., 


ALBERT E. SALISBURY, 
London, N.W. Managing Director. 


March lst, 1920. ' 
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Your correspondent ‘ A. W. C." writes in general terms on 
this subject, but inasmuch as his criticisms chiefly concern 
one type, it would appear that he has no knowledge of another, 
and is not, therefore, in a position to write with the authonty 
he assumes. From the point of view of the Bastian Meter 
most of his remarks can be adequately met by a plain denial 
of the faults he details. NE. 

This meter is not allected by either damp or vibration. It 
does not require extra head-room for resetting. Anyone can 
see at a glance whether it 1s working. 

The question as to who should refill or reset an electrolytic 
meter may well be left to the discretion of the supply autho- 
rity concerned. : x | 

As regards life, perhaps A. W. C." will supply the data 
on which he bases his rather sweeping assertion. 


Jas. Bastian. 
 Iondon, N. 
March 1st, 1920. 


I have been following with interest the comments in your 
correspondence column with reference to Mr. Marshall's recent 
article on the above. Having had considerable experience 
under various working conditions with both types, I would 
like to add that in my opinion the main causes of alleged 
failure in the electrolytic meter lie not so much in the 
meter itself as in the position in which it is installed, and 
also the system under which it is read and reset upon con- 
sumers' premises. It should be borne in mind that these 
ineters are as & rule subject to electrolysis troubles when 
placed in a damp atmosphere, and are also more or less apt 
to be affected by vibration. Care should therefore be taken 
to see that these conditions are not present when selecting a 
site for a meter of this class. 

I find, however, that taking the question of meters as a 
whole, and where price has not been the only consideration, 
the mercury motor type has been found to give the greatest 
all-round satisfaction; nevertheless I have also found that 
where a cheap meter is the main object in view, and for very 
small consumers generally, most of the difficulties mentioned 
bv your correspondents can be overcome by observing the 
following rules :— ; 

1. Do not install in a position subject to extreme vibrafion, 
such as over or near a door that is liable to be “ banged,” in 
the vicinity of heavy machinery in motion, or a locality where 
the atmosphere is subjected to extreme moisture, steam, or 
fumes of any sort. 

2. Always fix in a position where the readings may be taken 
on a level with the eve of the reader, as some meters are 
provided with scales with minute unit divisions, and it has 
heen found that unless the eye can be placed on a level with 
the liquid big errors in the readings are liable to occur. (It 
should not be difficult to find & suitable site in the average 
modern small dwelling-house.) | 


As regards resetting, I. have found that the best plan is to 
make a panto doing this (whether the meter requires it or 
not) at the reading following the period for which the account 
is due, and in cases of known sceptical '' consumers or 
an apparent abnormal consumption, the attention of the 
consumer concerned or a member of his household should 
be asked to check such reading before the meter is opened. 
This allows time for any disputes to be settled, and also does 
away with any possibility of readings getting over the top. 
[t need scarcely be added that all readings should be care- 
fully entered, upon the consumer’s card, which should be 
hung near the meter. 

In cases where there are a large number of small consumers 
supplied through these meters, it should not be considered 
a loss to the undertaking, if one or two have to he met 
occasionally over a disputed: account, as the initial cost of a 
large number would amply compensate for this. 

In conclusion, I am sure, however, that any practical sug- 
gestions regarding a cheap and efficient mercury motor meter 
which Mr. Marshall could otfer, would be welcomed by the 


community at large. 
| J. R. Willingham. 
Llanelly. . | | 
` March Ast, 1990. 


+ 


Electric Furnace Nomenclature. 


We receive a number of inquiries from electrical firms for 
furnaces for tempering' steel. In the majority of cases 
what is really required is a furnace for hardening steel. 

In view of the activities of our gas friends, we think that 
it would be well for electrical engineers to acquaint themselves 
more fully with the correct technical terms. 

Hardening and tempering are distinct heat treatment pro- 
cesses; hardening involves heating up to a high temperature, 
say, anything over 750 deg. C., according to the nature af 
the steel. Tempering involves reheating after hardening to 
a comparatively low teinperature, generally between 200 and 
300 deg. C., according to the nature of the work that the 
steel has subsequently to perform. 

If electrical heating service is to progress, it is, in our 
opinion, most important that there shall be no uncertainties 
introduced into our speech or writings by the use of careless 
terminology. ' "M 
Automatic and Electric Furnaces, Ltd. 
Pus TEE ; E. P. BARFELD. 

London. . 

February 26th, 1920. 


The Einstein Theory. 


One of your recent editorials on the Einstein theory led 
me to believe that the following explanation of the fourth 
dimension might be of interest, if not taken too seriously. 
It must be conceded that it is at least logical, and that it is 
a clearer, briefer, and more concise statement than those of 
Einstein and his followers. | 

When а point, which has no dimensions, is moved, it 
generates a line, which has one dimension. When this line 
ig moved it generates a surface, which has two dimensions. 
When this surface is moved is generates a solid, which has 
three dimensions. Hence (logically at least) when a solid 
is moved it should be a case of the fourth dimension. The 
simple, commonplace, act of throwing a brick at a man would, 
therefore, seem to constitute a problem in the fourth dimen- 
Qon. Ё 

I agree with vou and others that it is very regrettable that 
not even those who profess to understand the Einstein theory 
can give a clear and simple explanation of at least the under- 
lying principles of it, in plain, every-day English terms. 

Carl Hering. 


Philadelphia, U.S.A. 
February 18th, 1920. 


[We refer to this subject in our leading columns to-day.— 
Eps. Errc. Rev.] 


Fintand’s Water Power.— According to a report by Ше. 
United States Diplomatic Commissioner at Helsingfors, the water 
power available for Finland's industries in the many rivers of the 
country is quite large. but it has been much overrated. It has 
recently been calculated by an expert, Prof. A. Juselius, that at 
mean water level it may amount to 3.000, 000 effective H. P., but 
only a fractional part can be put to practical use within the 
reasonably near future. A large portion of the water power is 
situated in parts of northern Finland so remote that for a long 
time to come it will be imporsible to build any industrial establish- 
ment there. Furthermore, the available water power is restricted 
both by the stipulations in the water-power laws regarding the 
protection of the river channel and by agricultural interests. It 
should also be considered that the water power is not generally 
produced by high falls. but is gathered from long sloping stretches 
of the river ; consequently the hydraulic works are very expensive, 
Prof Juselius has estimated the water power that within a reason- 
able future will be available for Finland's industries at 900,000 H. P. 
effective at the shaft of the turbine, 
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" | (COMPENSATION. CLAIM, ` 
AT Blackpool County Court, on February 25th, Judge Sturges, 
K.C., heard an application by Mark W. Kennedy for com- 
pensation against Blackpool, St. Annes & Lythain Tramways 
Co. The judge adjourned the case for three months, applicant 
to be paid full compensation and to try the work of & switch- 
board attendant. | 


* f 


Direcr W.S. Саве Co., LTD. v. WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH 

" Co., Lab.. | 
THis action, the hearing of which was adjourned from Feb- 
ruary 23rd, did not again come before Mr. Justice Peterson, 
im the Chancery Division, until February th, when Mr. 
Douglas Hogg, K.C., addressed the Court for the plaintiff, 
and was followed on March Ist and 2nd by Mr. Mark Rowe, 
K.C., for the defendant. He argued that it was iinpossible 
to do the repairs owing to the difficulty, during the war, of 
obtaining repairing ships. The interruptions complained of, 
he said, were the result of the action of the Admiralty alone. 
His Lordship reserved judginent. 


ATKINSON Uu. NEWCASTLE CORPORATION... 


At Newcastle-on-Tyne Assizes, on February 27th, before 
Justice Bailhache and a special jury, Albert Edward Atkinson, 
stained glass expert, brought an action against Newcastle 
Corporation for damages for personal injuries due to the 
кр гүн of employés in charge of а tramcar in June last. 

Mr. MITcHELL INNgs, K. C., for the plaintiff, said the in- 
juries received by Mr. Atkinson were of a very serious 
character. Оп the occasion of the Gosforth races, last June, 
Mr. Atkinson and his wife and friends went there. When 
they were leaving the Park, plaintiff and his wife and friends 
were under police direction passed through between two cars. 
All got through but plaintifl. and while he was passing through, 
the front car suddenly backed, and jammed plaintiff between 
the two vehicles. Both pluintifs legs were severely crushed, 
the thiyhbone of one being broken. | 

Mr. F. A. ATKINSON, plaintiff's brother and partner, esti- 
mated that his brother’s illness had resulted in a loss of work 
worth £2,100 last year, the profit on which was about £1,500. 
This year he expected he could have got orders worth £6,000, 
but would be unable to execute more than half, in consequence 
of his brother's illness. | in 

The jury found for the plaintiff, and awarded £1,158 14s. 
damages. | 


2 


TRANSFORMERS, FOR ELECTRIC FURNACES. 
AT Glasgow, on February 10th, Mr. J. L. Tuowpson read his 
paper, an abstract of which appeared in our issue of Janu- 
ary 30th, to the SCOTTISH CENTRE of the INSTITUTION oF ELEC 
TRICAL ENGINEERS. In the subsequent discussion Mr. R. B. 
MITCHELL said it seemed to him that the introduction of re- 
actanee is most important and essential in the case of trans- 
formers for furnace work. In comparing frequencies of 25 
and 50 for furnace work there was, he understood, a consider- 
able difference in the cost of the transforiner in favour of the 
higher frequency. 
a source of weakness, and he dared to sav would have been 
discarded if there had been no extra cost involved in the pro- 
vision of regulating apparatus. He was certain that in spite 
of the extra cost, these appliances would ultimately be 
adopted. Ile accepted Mr. ''hoinpson's statement that units of 
8,000 K. v. A. capacity were probable in the future, and the 
handling of ‘these loads was only one of the probleins which 
the supply engineer would have to face. Не trusted that 
in Glasgow, at all events, furnaees of that capacity would 
not be located very fur away frotn the power station. Also 
i& was another argument in favour of transmission cables for 
much higher pressures than, sav, 20,000 volts. In this con- 
néction did the author think it advisable to build up to 8,000 
K. v. A. capacity in one unit, and, if there were disadvantages 
in not doing so, what were these? In the Glasgow area there 
was a Scott-connected transformer for furnace work, but he 
had not heard that there Had been any out of balance trouble 
on account of the connections. As'to the advantages and dis- 
advantages of the core und shell types, one usually had a 
natural preference in the case of ordinary power transformers 
for the core type on acconnt of the accessibilitv of the coils. 


Mr. Thomson seemed to work out a case for the shell type. 


Had he any data as to the performances of these two types in 
actual work? ' . 


Мг. W. L. Woon said he had witnessed the dismantling of . 


a furnace trausformer, when it was found that the insulation 
of the inner portion of the winding was verv brittle and in 


soine places charred, showing that this portion developed a 


high temperature, and it waa suggested that the more liberal 


use of separators providing a larger cooling surface would * 
lengthen the life of the insulation. It was also noticed that a 


large amount of sludging had taken place in the transformers. 


High tension tappings had all along been 


Mr. A. P. RoBERTSON pointed out that there was enou 
matter for & paper on transformers tor arc furnaces. The 
conditions were much more severe in the arc furnaces when 
colupared with the resistance furnaces due to the short circuit 
When the arc was struck. One of the reasons was that the 
nechunisin for moving the carbons was too slow. In the fur- 
naces he had seen the arc was struck by hand, and although 
it might be only a second or so before the carbons were 
separated, this gave tune for very severe stress on the trans- 
former. If the carbons were to stick together, the trans- 
former might be seriously damaged unless the protection on 
the H.T. oil break switch was very positive. , The contacts of 
this switch required a good deal of attention, as the switch 
operated very frequently. The arcing tips should be extra 
heavy and easily renewable. With regard to the H. T. selector 
switches, these were often air break switches, which necessi- 
tated the use of copper rod between the switches and the 
transforiner terminals. It was not a safe job, and the speaker 
believed that in more recent jobs  inunersed selector 
switches were used and solid conductors run between these 
and the transformer. The bracing of the L.T. leads must 
be very strong to keep them apart. During the time the arc 
was being struck, the L.T. leads vibrated very much. The 
flexible leads to the carbons were pulled close togetber and 
became rigid. The current during this time was very high, 
and was generally outside the compass of the ammeter. Ав 
the current, fell, the leads lost their cohesion and became 
flexible again. The author mentioned that there was a pro- 
bability in the near future of larger units of 8,000 K.v.a. He 
(Mr. Robertson) thought the transformer makers should keep 
in view the weights of these transformers. If necessary, they 
might be made in two or three smaller units worked in 
parallel. It was not always easy to move large weights, and 
the transformer houses were not always very roomy.. Al- 
though the transformers were not likely to be moved once 
they were in position, if any repairs had to be done, the easier 
the units were to handle the less time would be spent in 
repairs. To put up a power crane for this purpose would be 
tying up à great amount of capital for very occasional use. 

Мг. G. M. 8. Sicuet asked how the regulation of special 
transformers compared with the regulation of the ordinary 
industrial transformer operating at normal. The regulation 
would, of course, depend on the power factor of the circuit, 
but for the purpose of comparison they. inight assume similar 
conditions. With regard to the author's statement that the 
low-tension heavy current winding consisted of bare con- 
ductors, he recalled a paper read before the Institution some 
years ago, dealing with: the formation of sludge in trans- 
formers, in which the statement was made that there was & 
much: greater tendency for sludge to form on bare copper con- 
ductors than on conductors having a covering of insul...om, 
and it would appear desirable that the heavy current secon- 
dary winding be covered with, say, a single layer of tape, in 
order to: prevent the formation of sludge. The tendency зо 
sludge was aggravated if the temperature at which the trans- 
former was operating was high, and it was reasonable io 
expect higher temperatures on transformers working in 
proximity to furnaces than in transformers workin under 
usual industrial conditions. Next, with regard to the pro- 
tective gear required for furnace transformers; in all wiring 
diagrams showing the lay-out of furnace transformers the 
only protection provided appeared to be that afforded by the 
use of an ordinary time limit fuse or fuses, which shunt the 
oil switch trip coils; as the behaviour of the time limit fuses 
did not generally give constant results, he would be interested 
to know whether the practice of protecting furnace trans- 
formers with time limit fuses had, in the past, been found 
to be satisfactory, more particularly bearing in mind the 
extremely violent and frequent fluctuations of the current 
during the melting period. The problem of dealing with 
conductors carrying one to two thousand amperes was & 
simple one, but when the current to be dealt with ran into 
the tens of thousands, they could not solve the problem bv 
simply multiplying the cross-sectional area of the conduc- 
tors. The factor of self-inductance,: which might be negli- 
gible when dealing with small currents, became of such 
importance when dealing with very large currents, that it 
might easily completely outweigh almost all other considera- 
tions. He noted that the author stated there was a limit 
to the size of furnace transformers that could be built, and 
it would appear, therefore. that if provision had to be made 
for dealing with a very large output from furnaee trans- 
formers, it would be necessary fo have several banks of 
transformers with their own furnaces, and he asked the 
author to state what would be the best lav-ont for electrical 
furnaces and transformers to deal with a large output, more 
particularly with regard to the disturbance which would be 
caused to the supply mains if several banks of furnace trans- 
formers were to be switched in simultaneously. Even if 
some kind of electrical interlock conld be arranged between 
the oil switches controlling the various banks of transformers. 
there alwavs appeared to be a danger of current rushes taking 
place simultaneously in several banks of transformers during 
the qwelting period. The same effect on the supply mains 
would be produced by furnace transformers in different works 
in the same district switching in simultaneously, and the 
effect on the supply mains and generating plant might be 
very serious, | | 
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Mr. Tomson, in his reply, said Mr. Mitchell’s point on 
reactances would depend on the type of furnace. There were 
several types, each of which required special treatment. As 
to variable reactance, the booster in itself had a certain 
amount of reactance, and when short circuited it was a kind 
of reactance coil of low reactance value. With reference to 
tappings, in general it was found that the customer wanted 
the cheapest possible job. If he got the furnace to work 
with an equipment which cost £2,000 he would not pay 
£2,500. He did not see that it would always be possible to 
have these furnaces near large power stations unless it was 
impossible to transmit power at a high voltage. When he 
said 8,000 k.v.4. he did not suggest that that power should 
go into one unit. Internally choked insulation was generally 
due to heavy overload on the transformer for long periods. 
The ventilation of the winding was certainlv essential. and the 
more ventilation they had the longer would be the life of the 
transformer. He agreed with Mr. Robertson that the switch- 
gear should bẹ strong'and positive in action. The working 
of smaller units in parallel would be more beneficial, would 
possibly give a greater reliabilitv of supplv, and the makers 
would not mind because they would get a bigger share of 
the cost. He could not give the figures asked for bv Mr. 
Sichel at the moment, but the regulation was much higher 
on the furnace than on the power transformer. As to bare 
copper conductors and sludge. he had said that bare copper 
conductors tended to sludge the oil, but that tinned copper 
conductors did not. Mr. Sichel agreed that the lay-out of 
large furnaces could not be taken from small furnaces and 
multiplied. Each individual case must be thought out. and 
the best possible arrangement adopted. With regard to 
equipment and method of starting up in the case of batteries 
of furnaces, in most of such cases the starting period did 
not coincide, and the labour was reduced by staggering the 
starting times. It all depended on the size of ingot the 
customer wished to get. He thought the weight of an 8,000 
K.V.A. transformer would be about 30 tons, but he did not 
agree to 8,000 R. v. A. transformers. He would have smaller 
units in parallel so that the weight would not be more than 
about 81 tons, which would be easily handled by a hand- 
operated crane. 


THE MICROSCOPE IN THE ENGINEERING 
INDUSTRIES, | 


THE symposium and general discussion on The Microscope: Its 
Design, Construction. and Application." which was held in the 
rooms of the Royal Society on the afternoon and evening of 
January l4áth, was a function of first rate importance, and it 
will probably prove to be a Jandmark in the industry and applice- 
tion of one of the most important branches of optical science, so 
far as doncerns British practice. The meeting—due to the 
initiative of SIR ROBERT HADFIELD, who preaided -was organised 
by a Joint Committee of the Faraday. Royal Microscopical, Optical. 
and Photomicrographic Societies, and of the Optical] Committee of 
the British Scienoe Guild. Some 40 papers were read or presented. 
and during the afternoon au exhibition was held which illustrated 
the development of the British microscope, the new tvpes of 
standardised or &pecial research instruments now being placed in 
the market by English makers. many devices and adaptations 
designed to fit the instrument for particular uses, of which 
methods of illumination call for special mention, and finally & 
large number of exhibits, impressive in their cumulative effect, 
illustrating recent applications of the instrument in the various 
sciences and industries, including metallography and metallurgy, 
engineering, physical and bio-chemistry, the textile industries, 
paper making, food preparations. and the manufacture of drugs. 

The subjecta discussed readily fell into some three or four groups. 
It is only possible to indioate here quite brieflv the opinions put 
forward, and the general conclusions reached. The full Report of 
the proceedings. when it appenrs, will call for the close consider- 
ation not only of physicista and opticians directly interested in the 
subject, bu* also of engineers and manufacturers generally.to some 
of whom the possibilities of microscopy will, perhaps, come as a 
revelation. 

On the general design and the future of the instrument important 
contributions were made by MR. J. E. BARNARD. President of the 
Royal Microscopical Society. and by Pror. F. J. CHESHIRE, 
President of the Optical Society, and ProF. A. E. CONRADY. who 
are jointly responsible for the Department of Technical Optics at 
South Kensington. In the mechanical design of the microscope, 
perhaps, the most important consideration is ‘rigidity. In this 
respect we can learn much from some of the early EngJish models, 
but the great desideratum is to regard the subject from the 
engineering angle rather than from the scientific instru- 
ment standpoint. The matter is further complicated by 
the necessity for mass-production, without which the industry 
cannot economically be carried on. Mr. Barnard gave the 
key to the solution of the mechanical problem, when he 
said that what the maker must aim at is something of the optical 
bench type, stiff. strong, simple. and ensy of adjustment. The 
latter requirement —the coarse and fine adjustment—ie one that has 
given considerable trouble, and this particularly in the type of 
microscope of interest to the engineer, who wants to be able to 
place on the stare and move a heavy weight of metal without 
straining the instrument. These and analogous difficulties are now 


being realised and met, and the instrumenta described and 
exhibited by MR. CONRAD BECK, Ma. Watson BAKER, MR. 
POWELL SWIFT, and Меззва. WATSON & Sons, and such a mioro- 
scope as DR. W. ROSENHAIN'S design, go far to meet present-day 
requirementa. | 

Pror. С. H. Desc and others remarked on the fact that not 
sufticient use was being made of some of the modern extremely 
hard non-ferrous alloys which are far more durable than brass 
for an instrument of precision like the microscope, that is calling 
for constant wear and tear in tbe adjustable parts. 

Much attention was given to the matter of illumination, and as 
the source, the Pointolite lamp—a tungsten aro ix racuo—waa 
generally admitted to be the most satisfactory for high illumination, 
although for some purposes a larger area of source is desirable. 
In а new illuminator exhibited, suitable for metallographical work, 
an annular electric lamp surrounds the objective, and clearer images 
are claimed than with the vertical illuminator. For both trane- 
parent and opaque objecta the mercury vapour lamp was favoured, 
and this has the advantaye of emitting light of small wave length, 
favourable for increased resolving power. 

Round this important question of resolving power much dis- 
cussion centered, but the subject is somewhat beyond our scope, 
except to say that progress is to be sought either in the discovery 
of some artificial or natural crystal, such as fluorite (a specimen of 
which was shown) of high refractive index, from which objectives 
could be made, оз else in the employment of ultra-violet light, or 
even light of still higher frequency. In the latter direction come 
results of extraordinary interest have recently been obtained by 
Mr. Barnard in elucidating the minute structure of bacteria, and the 
resulta of their application to metallography are keenly awaited, 
for they are likely to teach us much concerning the action of 
mechanical work on metals, and similar operatione which improve 
physical quality by increasing the fineness of grain-structure. In 
the meantime, we were shown some record magnifications, up to 
8.000, of steel sections, by SI ROBERT HADFIELD and MR. T. G. 
ELLIOTT. Magnification, of course, is not resolution, but. 
nevertheless, in bringing out the detailed structure of the. pearlite 
in the specimens examined, resulta of considerable interest were 
achieved. 

The relative virtues of achromatic and apochromatio objectives 
for high-power work must not detain us now. It was decidedly 
surprising to hear of the favour given to the former in many 
quarters, on account of the flatter field which they give. | 

This sketch of the symposium can fitly conclude with a brief 
reference to a very useful paper by Mr. 8. WHYTE on the “ Use of 
the Microscope in Engineering Works.” The first use is in the 
examination of raw materials, such as stampings, in which flaws 
like incipient cracks or laps of oxide cannot otherwise be 
detected. A more general use is in arriving at the beat 
heat-treatment temperatures for high-speed steels. It is useless 
to buy expensive high-grade steel alloys, unless the optimum use . 
be made of them, and this cannot be properly ensured unless the 
steel be micro-examined after hardening. Another direction in 
which the microscope can be invaluable to the engineer is in 
helping to locate causes of failures, for example, the inclusion of 
slag, of a point of weak design, ora file mark, all of which may 
set up fatigue fractures, and to discover the processes by which 
these failures develop. Some excellent photomicrographs accom- 
panied this paper of Mr. Whyte's, and added much to its usefulness 
and suggestiveness. 


Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution.—The Cardiff 
Local Advisory Committee, consisting of Messrs. W. A. Chamen, 
M. I. E. E. (South Wales Power Co.). R. Howard Fletcher, M. I. E. E. 
(consulting engineer), W. E. Hobbs (General Electric Co., Ltd.), 
J. P. MacTaggart (English Electric Co.), and A. MoWhirter, 
M. I. E. E. (President of Cardiff Contractors’ Association), are making 
a determined attempt to secure additional members for this Inati - 
tution. A meeting was held in the new offices of the G. E. C., at 
Cardiff, which were kindly lent by the directors for the occasion. 


. The Committee realised the difficulty of getting the younger 


members of the industry to attend a meeting with the object of 
getting new members by speech-making," but a good attendance 
and considerable success were obtained by arranging a concert, and 
during the interval Mr. Chamen, in & few remarks, brought 
home to those present the necessity of supporting the Benevolent 
Institution. Three of the staff of local companies have offered to 
act as collectors in their respective firms, and it is expected that 
some 25 to 30 new recruits will beobtained. A collection was taken, 
which yielded good resulte. Cardiff Committee is fortunate in 
having such good musical talent available without calling on any- 
one outside the electrical industry. The first half of the programme 
was given by members of different firms, whilst the second part 
was provided entirely by the G.E.C. ' Magnet Concert Party. А 
unanimous wish was expressed for another such gathering to be 
held in the autumn. 


Chemistry and the War.— Prof. Francis, the Dean of the 
Faculty of Chemistry in Bristol University, addressing the Rotarian 
Club on Monday. said that the ammonia future of Europe lay 
with Germany, who was in a position to supply essential fertilisers 
to the whole of Europe. The safety of our Empire depended on 
our establishing an industry such as Germany's. It would take us 
a generation to compete on even terms with the German chemical 
industry. Our research and industry must be fostered, as success 
would be to the country with the largest supply of highly trained 
chemists,—Zhe Times, mE 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


French Company Notes. То carry on the electric lamp and 
heating apparatus business, styled " Halle aux Lampes et Chaleur 
Eleotrique," at 17, Rue Dieu, Paris, MM. Brianne et Andoux have 
formed themselves into a company, with a capital of 185,000 fr. 

The Société Auxiliaire du Gaz et de l'Electricité has been estab- 
lished at Paris: capital, 185,000 fr. 

For the manufacture of electrical apparatus of all kinds, Théory 
et Cie has been established as & company at Paris, with a capital of 
900,000 fr. 

Lanoon et Cie is the title of a company formed at Paris, with a 
capital of 50,000 fr., for the marufacture and repair of electric 
material. 

The Société de Production et de Distribution d'Energie, formerly 
called the Electricité de Reims, has raised ita capital from 
4,000,000 fr. to 10, 000.000 fr., and issued, besides, 6,000,000 fr. of 
6 per cent. bonds, repayable in 25 years from 1927. | 

The Société Hydro-Electrique de la Haute-Bourne has reduced 
its capital from 1,000,000 fr. to 500,000 fr. Its second station at 
Goule-Noir, of 3,000 H.P. capacity, is advancing towards com- 

letion. 
E The Secteur de la Rive Gauche de Paris company has decided to 
reduce its capital from 9,000,000 to 3,000,000 fr., and to increase it 
by 600,000 fr. by the issue of new shares. This company recently 
took part in the re-arrangement of the Paris supply by agreements 
with the Union de Electricité and other Paris companies. 

At the last meeting of the Etablissements P. Godot et Ch. 
Tournaire, the liquidation of the company was decided upon, but 
since then it has been decided to reorganise the concern and resume 
business. 

L'Appareillage Electrique Industriel (Ch. Cheveau et Cie) are 
raising their capital from 300,000 to 500,000 fr. 


A Trade Commissioner on Advertising.— The views of 
H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South Africa (Mr. Wickham) 
on publicity and advertising in South Africa, are published in the 
Board of Trade Journal for February 26th. Among other things, 
he! says that the outlay on advertising should never be based on 
existing sales, but on potent/al sales. Advertising to produce 
future sales is in the nature of capital expenditure. To keep the 
cost of advertising strictly within the bounds of what the existing 
turnover will bear, to expect to pay for it out of the profits on 
. present sales, is to miss the whole point and aim of advertising. 
Estimate the value and profits of the turnover which it is hoped 
may be secured in that market, and then calculate on that basis 
what outlay on advertising can be afforded. It will not infrequently 
involve spending more for a year or two on a market." 


Calendars.— We have received from the BRITISH 
THOMSON-HoosTon Co., LTD., of Rugby, one of their large sheet 
calendars for 1920. There are 12 large monthly sheets, on each of 
which the dates of the preceding and following months are printed 
in smaller form. Each sheet has particulars of the company's 
branch offices, a view of the works, and illustrations of B.T.H. 
manufactures. 

THE STAR ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING AND MANUFACTURING 
CO., LTD., of 134, Victoria Street, Grimsby, have sent us a wall 
calendar, with monthly date slips beneath a coloured picture of a 
maiden seated, by moonlight alone, in pleasant reflective and 
anticipatory mood. 


Electrolytic Ore Treatment in France.—As a result of 
the report of the mission sent to the U.S.A. to study the electro- 
lytic treatment of zinc ores at Anaconda, the Société de Penarroza 
has decided to erect a factory in France to utilise this method. 
Mixed ores containing lead and zino will be used, and a zinc works 
and lead works will be established. Economic Reriew, 


Staff Dinner.—A staff dinner was held at Pinoli’s 
Restaurant. on February 26th, to celebrate the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of Messrs. Evershed & Vignoles, Ltd. Over 90 members of 
the staff participated, with Mr. Vignoles in the chair. The guests 
of the evening were Messrs. Vignoles, Vines. and Gregory, all 
-directors of the company. Considerable enthusiasm was displayed 
at this reunion after five years of war. Mr. Vignoles, in his reply 
to the toast of Our Guests and the Firm," proposed by Mr. Shepherd, 
welcomed the members of the staff who had returned to the firm 
after their period of service with the Forces. He outlined the 
history of the firm from the early days of its career. Mr. Vines, 
who also replied to the toast, thanked the staff for their loyalty, and 
prophesied continued success and increased prosperity to the com- 
pany. The toast, The Committee," was proposed by Mr. Sparrow 
and replied to by Mr. Short. A concert, under the direction of 
Mr. Blundell, followed the dinner, and numerous items were 
rendered by members of the staff. | 


A Manchester Century.—Messrs. Thomas Hudson's 
executors, of Manchester, who are hardware merchants, but who are 
also doing a large wholesale trade in electrical material, completed 
& oentury of business last week. The event was commemorated 
by paying each member of the staff a month's remuneration in 
place of the usual weekly amount on Friday last. 


Liquidations.—BoNEcounT SunrAcE COMBUSTION. Lp. 
Meeting called for March 30th, at Parliament Mansions. Victoria 
Street, S. W., to hear an account of the winding-up from the 
liquidator, Mr. E. J. Pilcher. 

CosMos CONSOLIDATED, LTD.—Meeting of creditors, Friday, 
March 12th, at 4B, Frederick's Place, Old Jewry, E.C. 2. 


Catalogues Wanted. — Н.М. Consul at Liege has 
organised a Special Catalogue and Sample Exhibition Room at the 
Consulate offices, and is anxious to receive from British manu- 
facturers and others interested, all publicity matter connected with 
their products. Catalogues of fittings and accessories suitable for 
the heavy industries of the Meuse Valley, the coal mines, leather 
and woollen industries of Verviers, are specially mentioned. 

A similar catalogue and sample room will shortly be opened at 
Charleroi. й 


Reunions and Socials.—The employés of the Woking 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd.. were entertained on February 20th at 4 
dinner given by the directors at the Popular Restaurant, Woking. 
The chair was taken by Mr. E. G. Nicholson, the secretary of the 
company. supported by Mr. F. Woods, the resident engineer, and 
Mr. A. McIntosh, mains and meter superintendent. Over 50 sat 
down. A first-class entertainment was provided by Mr. E. H. 
Gregson. During the evening. the chairman proposed the toast of 
“The Directors and Company.” and reminded those present that it 
was the first occasionon which the employés of the Woking 
Electric Supply Co. had ever met together at any social function: 
It was not a good thing, he said, for the various sections of the: 
company to carry on their duties each practically oblivious of the 
others. The company had been in existence as an electricity supply 
concern since 1889, and was, therefore, among the oldest of ita 
kind in this country or the world. , The total revenue in 1900, the 
earliest date of which there were available records, was £4,000, 
and if they multiplied that amount by 10, they would get the 
approximate revenue of the company for 1919. Mr. F. Woods, in 
responding, paid a tribute to the loyalty of the employés. 
The toast of “The Returned Service Men," was proposed by 
Mr. A. MoIntoeh. Of thore now in the company's employ, no less 
than 42 per cent. had served in Н.М. Forces during the war. Mr. G. 
Gore responded for the Navy, and Mr. S. Ashley for the Army. The 
latter expressed thanks to the company on behalf of his colleagues 
and himself for the help given to their dependents during their 
abeence. Mr. A. M. Dallen responded on behalf of the Air Force. 

À reunion of the Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Dundee staff of 
Wood & Cairns, Ltd., wholesale electrical factors, was held in the 
Windsor Rooms, Hillside Crescent, Edinburgh, on Saturday, 
February 21st. All the directors were present, and after a 
successful whist drive, the company sat down to dinner, finishing 
off the evening with dancing. 

On February 21st, at the Stationers’ Hall, Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Marryat entertained a very happy party, consisting of employé of 
Marryat & Place with their wives, to the number of about 240, 
"to welcome our soldiers home." The toast of ‘ Our Soldiers.” 
was put from the chair by Mr. Marryat in euitable terms, and 
replied to by Lieut. C. G. Gwinnell. Mr. Huddle, an old employé, 
in & witty speech, pro The Firm." Miss Carrie Herwin and 
Mr. Edward Halland, who contributed to the musical programme, 
were greatly appreciated. Mr. Huddle, in the course of his speech, 
said that persons in his position were usually expected to white- 
wash the '' bosses," but he could truthfu'ly say of Mr. Marryat that 
he did not require whitewashing. He gave an interesting account 
of the firm's expansion from its single office at 57, Hatton Garden. 
He had seen many changes during 28 years. He believed he 
installed for the firm one of the first motors in London. It was in 
the neighbourhood of Hatton Garden. He remembered wiring the 
offices &t present occupied at 28 Hatton Garden. The firm was on 
a much larger scale now. It had branched out from 57 to its 
offices at 28, Hatton Garden. There was the lift department at 
57A. and the works at Shepherd's Bush, and, during the war, 
another works had been started in Hatton Garden, of which Mr. 
Dewhurst had charge. The lift work was now being carried on by 
Marryat & Scott, and that department was making rapid strides. 
For their lift safety devices there was a big field, and he looked 
forward to the day when the lift department would be able to give 
a dinner like that one. i 


Copper and Lead Prices.— Messrs. F. Ѕмітн & Co. and 
Messrs. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, March 2nd :—“ No change 
in prices quoted last week.” 


Wages and Working Conditlons of London Electricians.— 
We are glad to publish the following letter from Mr. Leonard G. 
Tate, general secretary of the National Federated Electrica] Associa- 
tion, which indicates that at last the Federation and the E. T.U. have 
composed their differences 

Agreement has now been arrived at as between the London 
members of the National Federated Electrical Association and the 
London District Committee of the Electrical Trades Union as to 
rates and working conditions. | 

“The agreement, which was signed by both parties on Friday, 
the 27th ult., makes the rate now payable to a fully qualified 
electrician 2s. 3d. per hour, and assistant over 21, 18. 9d. per hour ; 
the men to get from home to job and from job to their homes in 
their own time, if the job is within the agreed-upon area—namely, 
12 miles from Charing Cross. and within 12 miles of the employer's 
office. 

"A Joint Committee has been set up to adjudicate on any dis- 
putes that might arise us between the parties. also as to the 
interpretation of the rules, and to consider, for submission to the 
parties, any further rules that might be suggested. 

The signing of this agreement will, it is hoped, do away with 
the friction that has existed for many years between the members. 
of the E. T. U. and their contractor-employers," 
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Bankruptcy Proceedings.— WALTER HENRY MELLON 
(late trading as H. B. Wallis & Co.), electrical engineer, 37, Elliott 
Road, Chiswick, late 43. Tarnham Green Terrace, Chiswick, Middle- 
sex.—This debtor came up for his public examination on 
February 24th, at Brentford, before Mr. Registrar Sills. He said 
that his liabilities were £384 and his assets £155. For some 
years he was a comedian, earning £3 to £4 a-week, but he took up 
with electricity, and oommenced business in Charndon Road, 
Ohiswick, with £50 which he had saved. In June, 1917, in 
partnership with Mr. W. R. Vallance, he took 43, Turnham Green 
Terrace, as H. B. Wallis & Co., each partner putting £50 into the 
concern ; he was todraw £1 or £2 a week aud have a share of the 
profits: his partner only took a share of the profits. Another 
shop, 49, Turnham Green Terrace, was taken, but afterwards it was 
taken over by Mr. Vallance. as he could not manage both. His 
health was bad, and this caused him to neglect business, which was 
the cause of his failure. The hearing was adjourned. 

: Re W. H. HOWARD, electrical engineer, lately carrying on 
business ag The Holborn Electrical Co., 5, Featherstone Buildings, 
Holborn.—An application for an order of discharge was made on 
February 27th, at the London Bankrupty Court, by this bankrupt. 
who failed in November, 
Reoeiver, reported that the applicant commenced business without 
capital, in 1900, with another person, at 60, Red Lion Street, 
Holborn. The partner retired three years 
bankrupt continued the business alone, both as The Holborn 
Electrical Co.“ and as Howard & Co.,“ and taking premises 
successively at 18, Red Lion Street, 49, Lamb's Conduit 
Street, 1, New Oxford Street. 5. Featherstone Buildings. 
64, Red Lion Street, and again at 5. Featherstone Build- 
ings. When he left each of the said premises rent was 
owing, and was not afterwards paid. Three years before the 


bankruptcy the applicant sued the landlord of 1, New Oxford 


Street for damages and trespass in connection with repairs to the 
roof of the building, but judgment was given in favour of the 
landlord. During the action, the business fell away, as the bank- 
rupt was unable to give it proper attention, and he closed it down 
in April, 1911, since which date he had been employed as a can- 
vaster for an electrical supply company. In 1909 his solicitor 
obtained judgment for the costs of the action, and in May, 1911, 
obtained an order for payment of the bill by monthly instalments 
of £2; the bankrupt was unable to keep up the payments, and to 
escape committal to prison for default, he filed his petition. The 
liabilities amounted to £560, and no assets were disclosed or 
recovered. The bankrupt attributed his failure and insolvency to 
want of capital, general falling away of business during the last 
three years of his trading owing to competition by electrical supply 
authorities; also to the adverse result of the before-mentioped 
action and consequent liability for coste. The offences reported by 
the Official Receiver were (1) insufficiency of assets to equal 10s. 
in the £ on the amount ‘of the liabilities ; (2) omission to keep 
proper books of account ; and (3) trading with knowledge of insol- 
vency. Mr. Registrar Francke upheld the report, and imposed a 
suspension of two years, remarking that if the bankrupt had 
applied earlier, he would have been free a long time since. 


463-Hour Week for Berlin Metal Workers,— The 
Economic Review, quoting Deut. Allg. Ag., states that the Union 
of Berlin Metal Manufacturers, in granting the extra wayes and 
bonnses to their employés, proposed that the workers, on their 
side, should pledge themselves to a net working week of 464 hours, 
including those factories where at present the working hours are 
less than this. The Metal Workers’ Union agreed that the question 
ahould be referred to an impartial arbitration court, whose award 
should be binding on both parties. The Court decided in favour of 
the 464-hour week. 


~Lead.— Messrs. James Forster & Co. report (Febru- 
ary 28th) :— е 


We have to record а drop of about 15s. per ton on the week, but in the 
absence of any likelihood of an increase in imports in the near future, we can 
scarcely look for any substantial decline in values. Controlled lead has not 
been on offer for some weeks past, and in view of the fact that nearly all the 
metal in Government stores hns already been disposed of, foy delivery spread 
over the next few months, assistance from this quarter cannot be relied upon. 

Messes. С. Cawson & Co. say :— 


There is & good deal of talk of using substitutes for lead, and no doubt 
s0mething will be done in this direction which will tend to influence the con- 
sumption unfavourably. Meanwhile supplies continue abundant, and lead is 
regularly going into store--so that although Government stocks are being 
gradually reduced, private stocks are steadily increasing; no actual figures, 
however, are obtainable. France seems to be arranging to cut herself adrift 
from other countries, and to become self-supporting for her lead supplies. If 
she eventually manages todo this, it will make a great difference in the demand 
in this country. Reports from America continue favourable, and prices there 
seem to be well maintained. The position in Mexico, however, is gradually 
improving, and we can now look with more confidence for a steady increase in 
supply from that country. 


German Engineering Industry : Reported Critical Situa- 
tion.—According to resolutions which have just been adopted at a 
general meeting of the Association of German Machinery Construc- 
tion Works, held in Berlin, this industry is confronted with the solu- 
tion of exceptionally difficult conditions as a result of the development 
of circumstances during the past 15 months. On the one hand, 
the makers are severely hit by the increases in the prices of raw 
and semi-finished materials which they use in the production of 
machinery, while, on the other, they are frequently bound to 
execute old orders which were accepted at fixed prices, and which 
were undertaken in the early period after the revolution. The 
enormous rise in the prices of materials, combined with the long 
period required for effecting delivery, has placed the industry in 
an extremely difficult situation. The Association mentions that 
the industry, with a turnover of many milliarda of marks, finds 
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employment for about 1,000,000 workmen and staff. Asa result 
of the great economic importance of the industry, the makers 
expect reasonable consideration on the part of the suppliers of raw 
and semi-finished materiale in the matter of future prices, and duc 
judgment on the part of customers in regard to the prices and 
other conditions of delivery required by the machinery makers. 
It is considered that the industry, dependent upon syndicates for 
the delivery of materials for conversion into finished machinery, 
cannot exist unless supplementary additions are made to the prices 
fixed in the old contracts and unless reserves are made in the prices 
for new orders with an extended period for delivery. The Associa- 
tion submits that official circles must also understand these facts. 
An urgent request has been addressed to the Government asking 
that the exports of machinery, whi h have scarcely been resumed, 
should not be jeopardised by the levying of duties on machinery 
sent to other countries.— Financial Times. 


Mather & Platt, Ltd.—Foreian Trape.—lIn the course 
of his speech at the annual meeting of Mather & Platt, Ltd, the 
chairman, Mr. Loris E. Mather, said he had recently returned from 
a three months’ visit to the United States. He visited many 
engineering concerns, and was able to study many methods there 
which might be usefully employed on this side. They had at Park 
Works a plant. for its size, as well designed and as up-to-date as 
any to be found across the Atlantic. During the year they had 
brought into use the four additional bays given over to aeroplane 
manufacture, the benefit of which would only be felt this year. 
Considerable further extensions were in progress, which they 
hoped to have completed and in occupation by the end of this year. 
The trade prospects abroad were encouraging, in spite of fluctuating 
exchanges, difficulties in shipment, and the impaired purchasing 
power of countries which had suffered from the war. They had 
always had extensive and c.ose trade connections with France, and 
at the outbreak of war they had large amounta owing from French 
clients. It was most gratifying to be able to state that the misfor- 
tunes of war had not prevented their French clients from meeting 
to the full these liabilities. Their business in Russia had suffered 
temporary eclipse, and they had incurred heavy losses which had 
been provided for in the accounta, but it was right to add that the 
probity of their clients had been unquestioned, and losses were due 
to the extinction of government in Russia, and collapse of Russian 
exchange. They were already resuming business in Poland. It 
would be the settled policy of the board to help their old and 
trusted clients abroad to restore their pre-war producing power. 
It was only by restoration of the producing power of all countries 
that trade could regain its old prosperity, and they meant, so far 
as they prudently could, to take their due share in helping towards 


this end. The abounding prosperity of India and the removal of 


restrictions of various kinda had brought about a remarkable 
increase in the volume of orders they were receiving from that 
country. One of their directors had recently been in India: 
another was now in the Far East, where big developments were 
taking place. They must, however, always look to the home trade 
as having the first claim upon them, and here there was a large 
volume of work already placed upon their order books. One of 
their greatest difficulties this year would be to satisfy their 
customers at home and abroad in giving them deliveries in reason- 
able time. They could not obtain the materials needed in their 
manufactures as quickly as they would like, due to the heavy 
demand on all sides and delays caused by strikea, but they wero 
doing their utmost. 


Claiming Pre-war Debts.—Some notes have been pre- 
pared by the Clearing Office for the assistance of British creditors 
in filling up their forms of proof. Copies of the notes may be had on 
application to the Controller, Clearing Office (Enemy Debts), 
Cornwall House, S.E. 1. 


Canadian Electrical Union Demands.— According to Ње 
Electrical News (Canada), representatives of unions of the various 
electrical workers organisations met in Toronto recently and pre- 
pared a programme of demands which, it is understood, they will 
present to the Provincial Government. These demauds include a 
licensing system for both contractors and workers ; a uniform wage 
for the province; certain changes in the installation of distri- 
buting systems; certain amendments to the Workmen's Compensa- 
tion Act and representation upon provincial and municipal 
hydro-electric commissions. It is proposed to inaugurate a licens- 
ing system under which employés shall serve a four-year appren- 
ticeship before they receive a certificate of qualification and become 
regular journeymen. 

Trade Aunouncements.— MR. WM. Carr has commenced . 
business as an electrical engineer at 35, Marshall Avenue, Bridlington. 

Мв. W. J. CANNON, electrical engineer and contractor, has opened 
new show-room premises at З, Dalby Road, Cliftonville, Margate. 

Mr. L. О. Heyes has retired from the firm of Heyes & Co., 
electrical engineers, of Douglas Side, Wigan, and the business will 
be continued by Mr. W. A. HEYEs. 

Messrs. Н. W. Jones, LTD. electrical engineers, of Eccles, 
Lancs., have removed to new premises at Monton Road, Monton. 

Mr. F. STANFORD has resigned his appointment with Messrs. 
Stegman & Co. with whom he has been for 25 years. He has 
opened up business as an electrical engineer at 6, Crieff Road, 
Wt ndsworth, S. W. 18. i 

THE WARRINGTON ELECTRICAL Co., Lro., have changed their 
address to Knutsford Road Works, Warrington. Telegrams : 
“Power, Warrington.” 

Mr. W. G. Perry has resigned his position as power engineer with 
the South London Electric Supply Corporation. Ltd., and has started 
in business at 199, Westminster Bridge Road, S.E. 1, under the style 
of W. G. Perry & Co., LTD., electrical contractors, 
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Book Notices.—'' Five-figure Logarithms and Trigono- 
metrical Functions." Price 1s. 6d. net. ‘ Mathematical Tables." 
Price 4s. 6d. net. By W. E. Dommett and Н. C. Herd. London: 
J. Selwyn & Co., Ltd. 

“Science Abstracts, A and B." Vol. XXIII, Part 1, No. 265. 
егам 18th, 1920. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 2s. 3d. 
cach. 

"Memorandum on Solid Lubricants.” Bulletin No. 4 of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (28 pp.). London: 
H.M. Stationery Office. Price 6d. net.—Contains much. useful 
nformation regarding the nature and application of such sub- 
stances as graphite, white lead, soapstone, &c. 

Circular No. 83 of the U.S. Bureau of Standards. Specifications 
for the Manufacture and Installation of Railroad Track Scales." 
(35 pp.). Washington: Government Printing Office. Price 5 
cents.—The object of this publication is to provide railroad 
engineers with data to enable them to secure scales adequate to meet 
. modern requirements. 

“ Quin's Metal Handbook and Statistics," 1920. London: Metal 
Information Bureau. Ltd. 3s. 6d. net, post free.  Thia is the 
seventh year of publication of what is a very useful book, in whioh 
are tabulated statistics and 1919 price records of copper, tin, spelter, 
lead, silver, antimony, arsenic, nickel, and iron and steel. Among 
other features, we notice a list of the licensees under the non- 
Ferrous Metals Act. , 

“ Тһе Examination of Materials by X-Rays.” Reprinted from 
the Transactions of the Faraday Society. London: The Society. 
Price 124. 6d. ; 

" Proceedings of the Physical Society of London." Vol. XXXII, 
Part II, February 15th, 1919. London: Fleetway Presa, Ltd. 
Price 4a, net. 

The Rubher Age (published monthly). No. 1, March, 1920. 
London: 48, Essex Street, Strand. Price 1s. 


Plant, &c. for Sale.—Slough and Datchet Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd., has for disposal onethree-crank compound Davey, 
Paxman engine direct coupled to two Siemens D.C. generators, and 
two switchboard panels ; Colne Corporation Electricity Department 
invites offers for a Green's economiser and a 2-H.P.driving motor ; 
Messrs. Campbell & Lamond have for disposal premises suitable for 
Joinery or other works requiring extensive floor space, situated at 
Calder Green, Renfrewshire. For particulars see our advertisement 
pages to-day. 


Catalogues and Lists. Messrs. JAMES M‘MILLAN & Co. 

(formerly the Ericsson-Bell Telephone Co.), Clun House, Surrey 
Street, Strand, W.C. 2, sole agents of the Elektrisk Bureau, Ltd.. 
of Christiania, Norway.—Lists Sections I to VI inclusive. Section I 
is devoted to magneto telephones and also special instrumenta for 
mining, diving, and high-tension work; Section II presents a 
series of central-battery telephones ; Section III deals mainly with 
intercommunisation sets; Section IV- portable s3ts—includes a 
. four-line artillery telephone; switchboards and accessories are 
dealt with in Section V, and the last list is a general catalogue of 
parts and accessories. The lists are profusely illustrated, and 
cover & wide range. 

THE ROCKINGHAM ENGINEERING Co., Beulah Road, Thornton 
Heath, S.E.—Leaflet giving illustrations, details, and prices of 
electric organ-blowing sets. 

Mrssrs, J. HOPKINSON & Co., LTD., Britannia Works, Hudders- 
field.—Catalogue 800, 398 pp. An extremely useful and com- 
prehensive list of all classes of boiler gear. It is divided 
into 13 sections, and is illustrated by numerous photographs 
‘and line drawinge. The first section presents information 
regarding materials and specifications. Then follow divisions 
dealing with mountings, safety valves, high and low pressure 
valves for steam, water, and air; boiler-feed and check valves and 
injectors ; blow-off valves and pipes; water gauges and fusible 
plugs; pressure gauges, siphons, and cocks; isolating valves, 
reducing and surplus valves, expansion joints, steam dryers and 
traps and antomatio exhaust valves, cooks, whistles, thermometers, 
o. The catalogue concludes with a complete index of contents 
and code words. 

MESSRS. GREENWOOD & BATLEY, . LTD., Donington House, 
Norfolk Street, Strand; W. C. 2.—Leaflets Nos. 53, 64, 55, 56, and 60. 


Illustrated price-lists of Bipol" accumulator batteries for motor- 


cycle lighting, lanterns, &c. 

MADA ENGINEERING Co., LTD., 12. Bevington Hill, Liverpool.— 

па leaflet (8 pp ) dealing with the " Remca "patent electric 
r. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C. 4.—New " Osram " billheads (or invoice forms) and postcards. 
The G. B. Со. states that it will be pleased to supply quantities of 
these, overprinted with name and address, to members of the trade. 
"Conveying and Transporting Machinery (74 pp). This publi- 
cation, printed on art paper and profusely illustrated by photo- 
graphs, indicates the wide field covered by Fraser & Chalmers 
conveyors, kc, The first part describes helt conveyors, pulleys, and 
idlers. Then shipping planta are dealt with, and photographs of 
actual installations are given. The Fraser & Chalmers coal-handling 
plant at Durban is fully described, and photographs of the boiler- 
house conveyor at Marylebone and the Brancepeth Colliery con- 
veying plant are presented. Grabs and grabtranaporters are given 
several pages, and the photographs include three of the transporters 
built for the Admiralty. \ 

Н. С. SLINGSBY, 142, 144 and 146, Old Street, E.C.—List 
No. 153. An eight-paged booklet illustrating and describing steel- 
back extension ladders, with details of tests. Also tower ladders, 
ladder earriers, and step ladders. = 


THE INDIA-RUBBER, GUTTA-PERCHA, AND TELEGRAPH "WORKS 
Co, LTD., Silvertown, E. 16.— Illustrated leaflet dealing with 
" Silvertown " dry and inert cells. . un 

BUILDING Рвороотѕ, LTD. Columbia House, 44-46, King's 
Road, Sloane Square, 8.W. 3.—Booklet (16 pp.) dealing with 
" Bareau," a water-proofing material for cement concrete. Contains 
details of tests, instructions for use, &c. | | 

Messrs. Hiaes Bros., Dynamo Works, Sand Pite, Birmingham. 
—'" Monthly Magazine" for March (20 pp.). The body of this 
booklet is devoted to a stock list of motors and dynamos.. An 
insurance scheme has been formulated by the firm, and details are 
given. The remainder of the magazine contains “Hints and 
Tips“ on brushes, and one or two anecdotes truthfully described as 
" chestnuts.” 

Messrs. RoBINSON & HANDS ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 54, Bar- 
wick Street, Birmingham, have issued a new illustrated and prioed 
catalogue in conjunction with their exhibit at Castle Bromwioh 
Fair, dealing with electrical accessories, the four main lines being: 
lampholders, fuseboards, tumbler switches, and accumulator 
switchboards, all of which are of British make throughout. 

LEOLINE EDWARDS, 81, St. Margaret's Road, Twickenham.— 
Leaflete desoribing Quidos electric lamp bed foot-warmer and 
food-warmer and portable fireproof safes. 


A French Supply Combination.—A scheme for the 
electrical transmission of power from the Alps to the district of 
Lyons has been inauguratei by the formation of a combination of 
10 existing companies, under the title of the Société de Transport 
d'Energie des Alps, of 49, Rue de la Bourse, Lyons, with a pro- 
visional share capital of 2,000,000 fr. The representatives of the 
10 companies form the first board of directors. „ 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen.—EXTensions.—On the recommendation of 
Mr. J. H. Rider, the Dee Village Works are to be extended, and for 
this purpose power is being sought to aoquire new property. . 

Balla (Co. Mayo).—Licutina Зсякме, — 16 has. been 
decided to install electric lighting by a private scheme, and Mr. 
McEllen has applied to the County Counoil for the necessar 
permission. 

Barnstaple. — Prorosep Extensions. — The Town 
Council has appointed Mr. J. S. Highfield to prepare a report on the 
undertaking, in order that extensions to meet the greatly increased 
demands may be carried out. Applications from prospective con- 
sumers are constantly being received, but the load is already at the 
maximum. Electric lighting is to be installed in the buildings 
being erected under the Barnstaple housing scheme. . MAT 

Barrow.— LOAN.— The Electricity Commissioners are to 
be asked by the Town Council for sanction to borrow £35,000 for 
electricity works purposes. This includes £8,451 for antici- 
pated extensions, £5,000 for transformers and switchgear, an 
for over-expenditure on previous loans. ; 

Bedford.—INcREASED REVENUE.— The Town Council 
has received applications for supplies of electricity which will bring 
in an additional revenue of £5,000 a year. „ 

Bradford.— REPAIRED Tr nEINXE. After being out of 
commission for a long time, in consequence of the breakdown 
during the latter part of last year, the large turbine has again com- 
menoed to run, the repairs having been completed. ` IM 

Braintree. —ELEcTRIc LiGHriNG.— The Kast Anglian 
-Electricity Co. has prepared an electric lighting scheme for the 
town, and a petition in favour of its adoption is to be presented to 
the Urban District Council. | 

Chelmsford.— RETURN To Gas.—Chelmsford is in future 
to have gas for street lighting, the Town Council having refused to 
renew the contract with the Electric Lighting Co., as gas produced 
at the municipal gas works will be cheaper. Chelmsford was the 
firat town in England to use electricity for public lighting.— Daily 
Mad, тС : M 
. Chester. —INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT.—With a view to 
providing information for those seeking industrial sites, the Mayor 
has invited the city electrical engineer (Mr. Britton) to draft a 
scheme for the industrial development of the city and district, - 


Chesterfield, — FA UL Ts.—It was reported tothe Electricity 
Committee that there had been a great many interruptions of the 
electrical supply. Most of these occurred in the Ashgate Road 
section, and were attributable, it is believed, to one of the mains 
having been penetrated by a pick during the re-laying of the Post 
Office telephone cables. | м 

Continental.—GERMANY.—It is stated that a con- 
clusion has been reached in connection with the lengthy 
investigations concerning the canalisation of the River Neckar 
for the double purpose of providing a great navigable water- 
way and the utilisation of the water-power. The estimated 
expenditure on the basis of former peace prices is put at 
150,000, 000 marks, of whica the sum of 35,000,000 marks. is 
intended for the construction of 26 hydro-electric works to yield a 
total of 50,000 Kw. “үт 


Derry.—PRicE INCREASE.— The Corporation has in- 
ereased the charge for eleetrie lighting by 50 per ent. 
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Dublin.—Stock.—The Corporation is considering the 
issue of 31 per cent. City stock to raise the sum of approximately 
£69,000 for the purpose of extending the electricity undertaking. 


Edinburgh.— Mains ExTENSIONS.— The Town Council 
has approved the recommendations of the Electricity Committee 
for the laying of cables between Portobello and M'Donald Road, 
at an estimated cost of £52,000, and the extension of mains to 
Granton, costing approximately £20,000. 


Gillingham.— ExtTensions.—The report of Mr. C. H. 
Wordingham upon the electricity undertaking, together with his 


recommendations, has been adopted, and extensions are to be pro- 
ceeded with. 


Halifax.—LOANS.— The Tramways and Electricity Com- 
mittee has decided to make application for sanction to borrow 
the following amounts in connection with the electricity under- 

taking: — Motors, £10,000; transformers, £10,000; and mains, 
& 20,000. 

NEW PLANT.—A recommendation has been made by the 
Corporation electricel engineer for tenders to be placed at once for 
а 10,000-Kw. set, with the necessary condenser, at an estimated 
cost of £77,800. This will form part of a scheme to cost £170,000, 
which the Corporation has already approved. 

YEAR'S WORKING.—The recently published accounts for the 
year ended March 31st, 1919, show in the summary a deficiency of 
£1,269. The total expenditure was £112,843, against an income 
of £111,674, 


Hemsworth.—APPLICATION FoR SUPPLY. — The District 
Council is approaching the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. with 
regard to obtaining a supply of electricity for the district. 


Hove.—BuLk SuPPLVY.— Тһе Corporation is applying 
to the Brighton authorities for a statement of terms upon which a 
bulk supply can be obtained from the Brighton undertaking. 
When the Hove Corporation took over the private company, which 
previously supplied the greater part of the district, it intended to 
extend the plant to meet the demands of the whole area, but 
owing to circumstances this was not proceeded with, and the present 
plant is inadequate. 


Hull.—INApEQUATE SUuPPLY.—Several large firms in 
this district have been requested to reduce their demand by 50 per 
cent., and oonsequently & large number of men are practically out 
of work. The reason given is that a heavy lighting load has been 
experienced owing to the prevalence of thick fogs. | 


India.—Cavuvery POWER UNDERTAKING.— The present 
output of the Sivasamudram station is 21,500 H.P. The mining 
companies in the Kolar goldfields have, however, recently intimated 
that their demands will be greatly increased, and it is, therefore, 
contemplated to extend the plant to a total capacity of 27,000 H.P., 
with a reserve of 3,600 H.P. 


Kingswood. — ErkcrRIC — LriauTING. — The Bristol 
Corporation has agreed to supply electricity to residents of 
Kingswood subject to an agreed annual minimum payment of £4 
for three years. The Urban District Council has consented to this 
arrangement. 


Lancaster. — PROPOSED PRICE INCREASE. — The Town 
Council has appointed a Sub-Committee to investigate the position 
of the electricity undertaking with a view to increasing the charges, 
which are considered inadequate. | 


Leicester.— NEw Power Station.—The City Council is 
to apply to the Electricity Commissioners for sanction to a scheme 
involving the erection of a power station at Aylestone Road. The 
cost of the new works, which will have a capacity of 10,000 kw. 
in the first instance, is estimated at £600,000. 


Liverpool.—5cHooL LriaGHTING.—After a debate upon 
the respective merits of gas and electricity, the Education Com- 
mitted decided to employ electricity for lighting five special 
schools, although the initial cost will be greater. 


London.— THRH Солт, PROoBLEM.—A conference of repre- 
sentatives of electricity undertakings in Greater London was held 
recently to place the following requests before the Coal Controller : 
—(1) That the rebate to be paid under the Coal (Pit-mouth) Prices 
Order, 1919, be paid directly by the Controller; (2) that special steps 
be taken to secure an adequate supply of coal for power stations and 
other public utility services ; (3) that the order relating to accep- 
tance of colliery weights be reacinded and payment made for weights 
actually received ; and (4) that coal be properly graded and charged 
for according to quality. 

Sr. Pancras.—The Electricity Committee recommends the pur- 
chase of two motor converters, together with the necessary mains 
and switchgear, at an estimated cost of £14,150. Inquiries are to 
be made with regard to a site for a proposed new sub-station to 
house these converters. The women employés in the meter repair- 
ing department applied for an increase of 58. per week. which waa 
granted, but at the same time steps are to be taken to replace the 
female staff by men, preference to be given to disabled ex-service 
men. 


Mexborough.— Mains EXTENSIONS.—The Urban District 
Council has applied for permission to lay cables through the 
parishes of Denaby and Conisborough, with a view to supplying 
them with electricity. The Doncaster District Council has referred 
the matter to the respective parochial Committees for consideration. 


Northallerton. — ҮкАв’в WORKING. — At the annual 
meeting of the Electric Light and Power Co. it was announced 
that the profit for 1919 was £460, as against £342 for the previous 
year. 


Perth.—ELectriciry SuPPLY.—'The Corporation elec- 
trical engineer is to lay a temporary cable to supply electricity to 
residents in Craigie, who recently petitioned the Town Council for 
a supply. 


pres ton.— NEW Station. — It is announced that the 
building of a large central station at Preston will be commenced 
next year on the south bank of the Ribble, opposite the entrance 
to Preston Dock, where a large dam is to be constructed. The 
output of the station will be sufficient to meet all industrial 
requirements for a large part of the county. 


Salford. — Loan. — The Electricity Committee has 
recommended application for sanction to the borrowing of £144,344 
with which to effect certain developments. The proposed expendi- 
ture includes £47,340 for generating plant and £42,000 for boiler- 
house plant. The feeder mains to sub-stations will cost £19,700, 


Stoke-on-Trent. — Houst Licutinc.— The Finance 
Committee would not approve, on the grounds of excessive cost, a 
proposal of the Electricity Committee to supply electricity to the 
Trent Vale housing site. 


Sunderland.—ExTENSIONS.— The Town Council has 
adopted the Electricity Committee's scheme for the extension of 
the undertaking, at an estimated cost of £127,068. Owing to the 
inadequacy of the present supply, many consumers have been asked 
to cut down their demands by 10 per cent. The new plant will 
include two new boilers, a cooling tower, and an additional sub- 
station. A proposal to make inquiries with a view to obtaining a 
bulk supply was defeated. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Accrington.— Fares Rrvision.—The Tramways Com- 
mittee is considering the whole question of fares on local routes. 
A communication has been received from the Haslingden Town 
Council urging the necessity of an increase of fares bstween the 
two towns. 


Blackpool.—Track  RENEWALS.—The track mileage 
involved in the permanent way renewal scheme is equal to 18 miles 
of single track. The borough engineer's estimate of the coat of 
relaying the permanent way, including the doubling of the line 
between Dickson Road and the Gynn is £254,343. In addition, 
£52,177 is proposed to be spent on new works, making a total of 
£306,520. Тһе proposed reconstruction work will, it is anticipated, 
be spread over a period of three years. An outlay of £104,620 ie 
estimated for the year ending March, 1921; £105,867 in 1921-22 ; 
and £43,856 in 1922-3, The cost of renewing the track is 
estimated to average £14,274 per mile, as compared with an 
average cost of £7,322 per mile for the original track. 


Continental.— ITALY. — The Department of Overseas 
Trade (Development and Intelligence) states that His Majesty's 
Commercial Counsellor at Rome quotes La Tribune as stating that 
the work of the Commission for the electrification of the railways, 
appointed by the Minister of Transport, is proceeding actively, 
both as regards the system to be adopted and the continuation of 
the works in hand in Liguria, Piedmont and part of Lombardy. In 
these districts the Railways General Management is continuing 
the electrification on the three-phase system, of the line between 
Turin and Genoa of about 400 km., and by means of a private 
undertaking, the lines Turin-Milan and Milan-Voghera for another 
200 km., in order to complete, as soon as possible, the principle 
links of this railway system. With regard to central Italy, 
a meeting was held recently, under the presidency of the 
Minister of Transport, of the various public bodies and companies 
interested in:the utilisation of the electric power in the Umbro- 
Tuscan-Emilian district, in order to co-ordinate available and 
utilisable power for local requirements and railways. The Com- 
mission approved, from the technical point of view, plans for two 
thermo-electric stations, using national fuel, at Tavernelle di 
Perugia and Torre del Lago respectively, capable of producing 
about 20,000 kw. The plans have been commenced for the 
linking up of Rome and Naples and the Southern Provinces. 
A programme has also been drawn up for the extension of steam 
traction by oil fuel for those lines where it will take some time to 
provide hydro and thermo-electric power, that is to say, largely in 
Sicily, Calabria, Basilicata and Puglia," | 


Edinburgh.— Raw КерАІЕ8, — The Tramways Com- 
mittee is utilising а petrol-electric motor workshop for the repair 
of worn and broken rails by electric welding, | 


Glasgow.— EXTENSIONS AND RENEWALS.—Reports on 
work in progress and in prospect have been submitted to the 
respective Departmental Committees of Glasgow Town Council by 
the officials in charge. So far as the tramways are concerned, the 
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general manager reporte as follows on work in prospect, the figures 
showing the estimated cost 
Renewal of Track (4 100, 000).— This work is at present being 
proceeded with. 
Building 30 New Cars (£30,000).—This work is being carried 
ont as quickly as of materials will permit. 
Ne Car Depót (exclusive of price of ground, £70,000).—The 
schedules for this work are in course of 
Tramway Extensions (£600,000).— This subject-matter has been 
remitted to a Special Sub-Committee, which will report thereon at 
an carly date. 


фм. Northern Railway.— PARLIAMENTARY BILL.—The 

G.N.R. Bill passed its second reading on March Ist. The Associa- 
tion of Urban District Councils and the Metropolitan Water Board 
opposed Clause 47 through Parliamentary representatives. This 
clause will enable the company to purchase gas, electricity and 

water from any local authority in the vicinity of the railway, and 
to use such supplies on any portion of the railway or the company's 
property, whether beyond the area of the supply authorities 
or not. 


Halifax.—Co.LLision.—Through the swerving of a 
trailer-lorry into a section power-bux at the bottom of Pye Neat 
Park, the supply was cut off on the King Cross section, on 
February 21st, and much inconvenience was caused. 


Indla.— ELECTRIC Rar.way.—Measrs. Hoare, Millar and 
Co. have prepared a scheme for a circular railway for Calcutta. The 
Railway Board has decided that a preliminary investigation into 
the feasibility of the scheme should be made by a Committee com- 
posed of representatives of the Port Trust, the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, the Calcutta Corporation, and the Government of Bengal, 
under the chairmanship of à member of the Railway Board. 


Kelghiey.—REPLT To CriticisMs.—In answer to criti- 
cisms levelled at the Corporation tramway service, the chairman of 
the Committee said that the debt on the undertaking had been 
reduced by £7,000, and there had been no call made upon the rates 
by the undertaking, though 22 out of 84 municipalities running 
tramways had had to do so. Tbe revenuein 1914 was £9,800 ; this 
year it was hoped to realise £16.500. The foreign firm which 
guaranteed to maintain the railleas trolley vehicles was broken up 
by the war, and this prevented the overhead equipment scheme 
being completed. 

Liverpool, — CARRIAGE OF PARCELS.— The tramway 


manager is to report on a scheme for the conveyance of parcels 
and goods by tramcar. 


London.—AcciDENT.—O wing to motor failure, an L. C. C. 
tramcar ran backwards down & steep hill near Clapham Common, 
on February 23rd. At the base of the incline it collided with 
another car, and both were badly damaged. A woman was killed 
and four other passengers slightly injured by jumping off the car. 


Municipal Tramways.—FiNANCES. — Some interesting 
figures are given by the Birmingham Post showing the position 
of British municipal tramway undertakings. Statistics compiled by 
the Municipal Tramways Association show that no less than 20 per 
cent. of the concerns are running at a loss, the deficit being borne 
by local rates. It is stated that tho extra rate involved was as 
much as 10d. in the £ at West Ham. Tramways that contributed 
to the rates prior to the war—such as Belfast, Birmingham, 
Bradford, and Glasgow—have been compelled to reduce, and in some 
cases abolish, their aid to local rates. Many others, however, as 
Leeds, Blackpool, Manchester, and Newcastle-on-Tyne, have been 
able to increase their contributions. 


Plymonth.—FARE INcREASE.—F ares on all routes аге 
to be increased by 50 per cent. 


Stalybridge.— Fare Revision. — The Tramways Com- 
mittee has informed the Stalybridge, Hyde, Mossley and Dukinfield 
Tramways and Electricity Board that it has been compelled to 
revise the fares with a view to increasing them, on account of the 
abnormal increase in working costs. The loes on the tramways last 
year was £3,000, and, if extra revenue was not collected, it was 
estimated that the loss next year would be from £10,000 to 
£11,000. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Anstralia.—The Commonwealth Post Office made a net 
profit in the last financial year of £524,645, an increase of £137,263 
on the working of the previous year. The telegraph department 
made a profit of £63,133, against £28,116 last year, and the tele- 
phone department made a profit of £222, 174, against £121,844. 
The main inoreave in revenue was derived from the telephone 
services ; with the exception of Western Australia, where there 
was a loss of £13,697, against a loss of £25,020 in 1917-18, the 
telephone branch showed a profit in every State. Victoria stands 
head and shoulders above the other States with regard to the pro- 
fitable working of its telephone system. The telephone exchanges 
in this State for the last financial year showed a profit on the year’s 
working of approximately £60,000, over 4 18,000 iu excess of the 
profits derived from the same source in South Australia, and more 
than double the profits earned by the telephone exchanges in New 
South Wales during the same period. There was а loss on the 


island of Trinidad. 


working of some of the Victorian country exchanges, but as a set 
off against this the metropolitan network of exchanges with 29,749 
subacribers, made a profit for the year of £66,000. The actual 
revenue for the year from the Melbourne exchange networks was 
£343,896, byt against this had to be written off a sum of £138,166 
for direct working expenses, as well as the cost of administrative 
expenses, depreciation and interest, and a proportion of the oost of 
pensions and retiring allowances. The Sydney exchanges, which 
earned the sum of £465,099 during the last fihancial year from a 
total of 39,296 subscribers, yielded & net profit on the year's work- 
ing of only £ 35,509. Only three States, Victoria, New South Wales 
and South Australia, showed a profit on the working of the tele- 
graph branch for the pastfinancial year. But the profits earned 
by these three States were sufficiently in excess of the losses in the 
three other States to yield a net profit for the Commonwealth as a 
whole of £63,133. Western Australia showed a loss on the working 
of all three branches of the postal department. 


Eastern Cable Delays.—The Eastern Telegraph Со. 
announces that owing to the interruption of the British Pacific 
cable between Australia and Canada and the Commercial Pasific 
Cable Cq.'s cable between the United States and the Far East, all 
traffic carried by those two routes will now have to pass over the 
Eastern Co.’s system, and consequently additional delay may be 
expected. 


Frauce.— The Société Radiotechnique de Pologne (Radio- 
pol) is the title of a company formed at Paris for the installation 
and working (in Poland apparently) of every system of telegraphy, 
including wireless. Its capital is 6 000,000 marks. Its founders 
include the Marconi Co., of London; the Société Francaise Radio- 
electrique ; the Compagnie Générale de Télégraphie Sans Fil ; the 
Compagnie Générale'de Radio-télégraphie ; the Société Polonaise 
de Construction et d'Exploitation des Procódés Radio-techniques ; 
and the Banque du Commerce et de l'Industrie. 


Italy.—4A portion of the programme now under con- 
sideration for the commercial expansion of Italy abroad, and more 
particularly in the East, is the establishment of three telephonic 
lines, namely, a line 2,000 km. long, linking Rome with 
Constantinople; a second, from Rome to Otranto, and thenoe to 
Valona, Salonica, and Athens, 1,500 km. long; and a third line 
from Rome, 2,600 km. in length, to one or more Danubian porte. 
Arrangements allowing of the use of Bell's multiplex telephone are 
also mooted. The laying of a second submarine cable from 
Otranto is also spoken >f, the existing one dating so far back as 1850. 


New Wireless Service.—A new channel of communica” 
tion between the Old and New Worlds was opened on March Ist 
by the inauguration of a direct wireless service for commeroial and 
general purposes, between Great Britain and the United States. 
This service is being conducted jointly by the Eaglish Marconi Co. 
and the Radio Corporation of America over a route operated 
entirely by these wireless companies. Messages are being accepted 
for New York, Greater New York, and South America, up to 
4d. less per word than the existing cable charges. The messages 
are being transmitted on the British side from the high power 
Marconi station at Carnarvon, which is in direct communication 
by private wire with the Marconi office in London and the Central 
Telegraph Office. The Carnarvon station is equipped with high- 
speed automatic transmitting gear, and the receiving station is 
arranged for duplex working so that trans-Atlantic messages can 
be transmitted simultaneously in both directions. The messages 
are received on the American side of the route at Belmar, New 
Jersey, which in turn is in direct communication by private wire 
with the telegraph office of the Radio Corporation in Broadway, 
New York City. 


New Zealand.—Representatives of the newly-formed 
New Zealand Wireless Institute waited upon the chief engineer of 
the Post and Telegraph Department, recently to inquire about the 
prospect of securing licences to enable amateur workers to operate 
wireless apparatus. New Zealand is still subject to War Regula- 
tions in this matter, and the Department is unable at present to 
grant licences except to ships. A Bill has been prepared to extend 
the powers of the Department, and will probably be submitted 
to the next session, 


Trades Telephone List Directly.— Tenders are invited by 
the Postmaster-General, says The Times, for the right to publish an 
authorised classified trades list of telephone subscribers for London, 
to be issued every six months, beginning next October. 


West Indian Cables.—A Committee is to study the 
question of wireless telegraphy as regards the West Indies, and to 
inquire into the cable aystem of that section of the Empire, says 
the Zimes. An experiment in wireless telegraphy was made some 
10 years ago, when British Guiana granted a licence to the West 
India and Panama Telegraph Co., to establish and maintain a wire- 
less station in that colony for communication with the adjoining 
This arrangement continued until August, 
1915, when an Imperial wireless station was set up in British 
Guiana. Jamaica also possesses her wireless station, and steps 
were taken last year to allow the stations—controlled by the 
Admiralty —in Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Bermuda, Jamaica, and 
British Guiana to be used for commercial point-to-point messages. 


Wireless Telephony. — Successful wireless telephonic tests 
have been carried out between Madrid and Chelmsford, and con- 
versation was carried on without appreciable difficulty. 

An attempt is shortly to be made to speak from Chelmsford to 
America and Australia by wireless telephony. 


(The date en ee чы „нду d 
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On February 29th, for the first time intelligible wireless tele- 
phonic messages were received at the Waxholm Wireless Station, 
12 miles from Stockholm, from Enyland and Germany. The 
English message was distinctly audible. 

Wireless telephonic messages are transmitted every evening from 
Chelmsford, at 8 p.m., for experimental purposes, and it is reported 
that such a message has been picked up by a ship at sea, 600 miles 
away, with an ordjnary commercial receiver. It is requested that 
the reception of such measages be reported to the Marconi Co., and 
most of the acknowledgments received give technical observations 
of considerable value. 


‘CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


tha issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in whic 


Oficial Oficial 
Notice " appeared.) 


OPEN. 
Aberdare, — March 20th. Urban District Council. 


Reconstruction of existing tramways; also new tramways. 
Е. М. Lacey, 12, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 


Australia.—M ELEOURNE.—April 12th. City Council. 
Two 2,000-Kw. rotary converters ; H. r. switchgear, 6,600 v.; D.C. 
switchgear, 600 v. (January 30th.) 


Bedford. — March 31st. Electricity Department. 


Twelve months' supply of electricity meters and H.T. and L.T. 
cables, (See this issue.). 


Beifast.— March 10th, Electricity Department. Stores, 


including meters, cables, electrical accessories, lamps, carbon 
brushes, &c. (February 20th.) 

March 22nd. Electricity Depsrtment. 
(February 20th.) | 


Belgium.— March 27th. Municipal authorities of Lidge. 
5. 000-K W. turbo-alternator for the central electricity generating 
station. Tenders to the Bureau des Adjudications des Services 


Industriels, 3, Rue Saint Etienne, Li¢ze, whence particulars may 
be obtained. 


April, 9th. Municipal authorities of Haccourt (Province of 
Liége). Concession for the electric lighting of the town. 


Bristol, —March 22nd. Board of Guardians. Electric 
lighting installation at Eastville Institution. (See this issue.) 


Edinburgh.—March 29th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. ‘Condensing plant for Portobello station, Specificetion 


Coal-handling plant. 


: No. 23. (February 27th.) 


Gellygaer. — March 21st. Urban District Council. 


Transformer plant, н.т. and L. T. switchgear, 11,000 v. and 600 v. 


overhead line material. (February 27th.) 


Halifax, — March 12th. Tramways and Electricity 
Committee One 1,000-KW. turbo-alternator, with condenser. 
(February 27th.) 


Lincoln.—April 8th. E'ectricity Department. Рірс- 


work, and motor-generator and switchgear for St. Swithin's power 
station. (See this issue.) 


London.— Great Central Railway. March 17th. Stores 
for 12 months, including electrical line construction, electrical 
apparatus, wires, cables, lamps, &c. Specifications from Mr. ,W. 
Williams, Stores Superintendent, G.C.R., Gorton, Manchester. 

Н.М. Оћсе of Works. March 12th. Electrical accessories for 
12 months. (February 27th.) 


Macclesfield.— March 15th. County Asylum. Electrical 
goods for six months. Mr. W. G. F. Tingay, Clerk. 


Margate.— March 15th. Town Council. Electric light 


installation, E tae Buildings. Borough Surveyor, 13, Grosvenor 
Place. 


Merthyr Tydfil. — March 9th. Board of Guardians. 
Electrical fittings for six months. The Workhouse Master. 


Mountain Ásh.— March 20th. Urban District Council 
Electricity Department. Transformer plant, H. and L.T. switch- 


' gear, three-core and four-core armoured cables and overhead line 


equipment. (See this issue.) 


New Zealand.— DUNEDIN.— April 26th. City Council. 


(и) electric car bodies; (/) car trucks; and (c) car equipment. 
Documents may be consulted by British firms interested, at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 
35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1 (Room 49). 

April 31st. Auckland Harbour Board. Electric cranes. Mr. 
R. B. Burnett, Secretary, Quay Street, Auckland, 


Plymouth, — March 18th. 


Turbo-alternator, converter and booster. 


South Africa.— April 24th. Oudtshoorn Municipality. 
Time for receipt of tenders extended from March 24th to April 24th, 


Electricity Committee. 
(February 27th.) 


Mr. 


Swadlincote. —M arch lith. Swadlincote and Ashby 
Joint Water Committee. Electric motors and turbine pumps. Mr. 
A. J. Mason, Engineers, Council Offices, Swadlincote. 


Wakefield.—March 8th. Electric lighting installation 


at the Lofthouse Wesleyan Chapel. E. Howroyd, Seoretary, 
Lofthouse. 


N 


CLOSED. | 
Australia. P. M. G. s Department, N. S. W. 


Two 105 straight line units and associated a ppara tus tor Chatawood tele. 
ph one exchange, e s two ditto for Monan exchange.—Automatic 
elephones (Aust.), Ltd 
Victorian Railways Department : — | 
Two electrically-operated “Өн” truck traversers, £2,408. —Johnson and 
Bons, Pty., Ltd. 
Brunswick (Victoria) City Council :— ; 
1,827 yd. and 1,295 yd. of three-core, 19/18, s. w. G., H. T., lead-covered, under- 
ground cable, £2,280.—W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., T ng 


Bavaria.— It is stated that the A. E. G. has been given 
the contract for the Munich-Lendshut section in connection with 
the projected Bavarian State electricity works, and the Bergmann 
Co. that for the Sanding-Edelhausen section. 


Government Contracts.—The following Government con- 
tracts were placed during January, 1920:— 


ADMIRALTY (CONTRACT AND PURCHASE DEPARTMENT). 


Conduit tubing and fittings—Barton & Sons; Ltd.; 
Tubes & Conduits, Ltd. 

Conversion of steam crane.—Ransomes & Napier, Ltd. 

* Copper wires.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; 

Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd. 

Electric capstans.—Douylas & Grant, Ltd. 

Electric hoists.—Cowans & Sheldon, Ltd. | i 

Insulating materials.—Abbott, Anderson & Abbott, Ltd.; H. 
Micanite & Insulators Co., Ltd.; Mica Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.; R. Whiffen. 

Switch boxes.—Palmer’s Shipbuilding & Iron Co., Ltd. 

Phosphor bronze screws and nuts. Automatic Standard Serew Co., Ltd. 


Brotherton Ediswan 


London Electric 


Clarke & Co.; 


Ministry or MUNITIONS. 


Carburetter spare.—S. Wolf & Co., Ltd.; Zenith Carburettor сэ» Lid, 
Electric fittings.—C. A. Vandervell & Co., Ltd. 

Electrical plant. General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Train lighting spare.—Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 


Wan Orricx. 

Electrical installation, Cambridge Cottages, Wool wich. -G. Weston 

inpia OFFICE: STORES DEPAKTMENT., 
Baudot apparatus. Elliott Bros. 
Telephone apparatus. Automatic Telegraph Мапшаешиы Co., Lu. 
Cells.—Fuller's United Electric Works. 
Telephone exchanges.—Relay Automatic reels Co., Ltd. 
Generating sets.—Laurence Scott & Co., Ltd. 


Post OFFICE. 


Telegraph and telephone apparatus. Automatic Telephone Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd.; Creed & Co, Ltd.; C. Lange; Peel Conner Telephone 
Works, Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Telephone and telegraph cable.—B.1.. & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; Connollys 
(Blackley), Ltd.; W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd.; Hackbridge Cable Co 
Ltd.; W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Һе; Siemens Bros. X 
Co., Ltd.; Union Cable Co., Ltd.; Western. Electric Co., Led. 

Channels and covers,—MeQowall Stevens & Co., Ltd.; Falkirk Iron Co., 
Ltd. 

Telephone cords.—London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, I. id. 

Earthenware ducts.—-Jas. Oakes & Co, 

Insulators.—Bullers, Ltd.; Doulton & Co.; J. 
Taylor Tunnicliff & Co., Ltd. 

Electric lamps.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 

Solder. — E. Austin & Sons; B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 


Macintyre & Co., Lido; 


Spindles for insulators.— F. W. Cotterell, Ltd.; Guest, Keen & Nettle- 
folds, Ltd. à 
Cable gear, H.M. Telegraph Ship ''Alert."— Telegraph Construction & 


Maintenance Co., Ltd. 

Laying  conduits.—Bagshot: Greig & 
(Loughborough-Derby, Section IV); Kettle & Son. Govan: R. & C. 
Murray. London-Manchester (Old Stratford-Loughborough, Section 
VID: J. F. Hodge & Co. VVV J. Mowlem & Co. 
London- Southampton (Section IV): J. A. Ewart, Ltd, Widnes : 
Hodge Bros. (contractors), 140 Bolton (West): W. Polett & Co., 
Ltd. Streatham-Norbury: Greig & Matthews. Burgh Heath: Greig 
& Matthews. Langside: Greig & Matthews. London Southampton 
(Section III): W. Dobson. Finsbury, Shoreditch and Holborn: D. R. 
Paterson, Ltd. Kensington, Paddington and St. Marylebone: O. C. 


Matthews, London-Manchester 


Summers. N. Camberwell, &c.: O. C. Summers. Chelsea (South 
Parade): G. I. Anderson, Faversham: Greig & Matthews, Little- 
hampton: Foot & Milne, Ltd. Hammersmith (N.E. area): D. R. 
Paterson, Ltd. Willesden Junction (Victoria Road): G. I. Anderson, 
Hove: Laing & Co. 

Manufacturing, supplying, drawing-in and jointing cable.—Derby- 
Leicester: Siemens & Co., Ltd. 

Repairing batteries. Grimsby D. p. 


Automatic . Exchange: 
Battery Co. G. P. O. (West): 
Storage Co., Ltd. . 
Telephone Exchange equipment. —'' Toll ” (London): Western Electric Co., 
"Tut Northampton: Western Electric Co., Ltd. Harrow: Siemens 
Bros. & Co., Ltd. Hove: Western Electric Co., Ltd. Cambridge: 
Western Electric Co., Ltd. 


CROwN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. А 


Pritchett & Gold апа Electrical Power 


Electric cranes.—Ransomes & Napier, Ltd. 

Electric light fittings for railway carriages.—]. Stone & Co., Ltd. 

Insulators.—Bullers, Ltd. 

Electrolytic meters.—-Reason Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Switchboards, &c.—British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturin Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph line material.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.; Bullers, Ltd. 
Telephone material.—British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Lid. 
Copper wire.—F. Smith & Co.; Shropshire fron Co., Ltd. 


Glasgow.—Tramways Committee :— 


b. C. C. wire. London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd. 
Control system of telephones.-- Western Electric Co., 1 Ltd. 
Core drying oven.—A. 8mith & Co, 

Stoneware ducts. — Doultons. 

12 miles copper trolley wire.—T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd, 


> — — >. — < 
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It ves reported that the following firma had intimated increases 
on their-contract prices, viz, :—Bolckow. Vaughan. & Co.: .Shanke 


and Co,; Johnstone & Boath ;. and P. & W. M'Lellan. 


Electricity Committee.. Recommended :—. GU NE Е. а 
One set of 1, 500. Kw. mercury-vapour rectifiers, at £11,600.—Brown, Boveri 
E and Co., Ltd. . ` - * - à . E Р : 


London. — Sr. Paxcras.— The Electricity. Committee 
has received a communication from the Brush. Electrioal Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd., suggeating that the order for the second 3,000-Kw. 
turbine set, for which space has been provided by the disposal of 
the Browett-Lipdley engines at the King’s Road station, should be 
placed at ance, as there is а large demand for power - house plant at 
. the present time, and the moulders' strike having made deliveries 
very difficult, some time must. necessarily elapse before castings for 
new ordern can be.taken in hand—and then only in rotation. 
Their. present, price for this plant, as eompared with that of the 
first set, is as follows, the contract conditions remaining the same :— 


HN bie ue ps . Prices May Present 
, Description. VI AES . 36th, 1918. Prices. 
8,009-k w. set (duplicate of plant already ordered). 418, 00 £93,670 
Entry and connecting pipes „ nea te 800 400 
| r fiter.. <a." „ 58 400 450 


The Cominittee recommends the acceptance of the tender of the 
Brush Electrical Co., Ltd., at £24,450, for а second 3,000-xw. set, 
and that the order be placed forthwith. ~~ ` | 


SHOREDITCH.—Electricity Committee. Supply of cable = 


* 23 mites 25 вч. in. three-core’ E. H. r. 11,000-volt plain lead-covered cable, 
:25,817; 1 mile ditto *15 sq. in., 21,910; 570- yds. -118 sq. in. armoured ditto, £554 ; 
1 mile 19/-06 sq. іп, armoured three-core r.T. 600 v. cable £572; 2 miles 7/:C64 
ditto, £892; 1,000 yds. 1 sq. in. plain lead-covered single-core 660 v. cable, 
£1,250 ; 12 miles 75 89. in. ditto, £2,012; 500 yds. *5 sq. in. ditto, £321; 300 ум. 
"2 ditto, £106; 4 mile 19/088 eq. in ditto, £152; 4 mile 19/7064 ditto, £112; 
1 mile 19/7053 ditto, 2166; 2 miles 7/964, £226— Union Cable Co. 


. The tender. ia based on the price of electrolytic wire bars at 
130 per ton, and English lead at £53 per ton. Seven firms 
tendered ; the above was the lowest“! E fs 


Rhondda.— Urban District. Council. Messrs. Clough, 
Smith & Co., Ltd., Westminster, have been’ awarded the contract 
for the erection of overhead mains. : | -- | - 

P T RE K с, у, + ja К até EN . 

Salford.—Tramways Committee. Accepted: 

Armature and field coils.—Manchester Armature Repafr Co., Ltd., and 

Metropdlitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. А RN 

“Cable connectors.—L. Andrews & co. . 

. Iosulatviog varnish.—Griffiths Bros. & Co. (London), Ltd.» ~ 
Insulating tapes.— R. W. Blackwell & Co., Ltd. E еи 
Steel tires.—Hadfields, Ltd. ` "ee 
Trolley-wheel bushes.—Flenting, Birkby & Goodall, Ltd. 
Cast-iron and steel-becked brake blocks.—National.Rail & Tramway Ap- 

pliance Co., Ltd. 

. Gears and piniogs.—British Hele-Shaw Patent Olutch Co., Ltd, 

Car axles.—J. Baker & Co. (Rotherham), Ltd 


eos 
` 


Two armatures for D.K. 110 motors, £180. – English Electric Co., Lid. 


*. u. T. Switchgear, I, 51; additional k. M. T. switchgear for Trafford and 
Blackfriars sub- station, £5*2. Metropolitan-Vickers E ectrical Co., Ltd. 

Two new water: tube boi ters, superheaters, eoonomisers, mechanical draue ht 
plant, mechani al stokers aud steel flues, at Frederick Road station, 
& :8,159.— Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 


Switzerland.— Quoting from the Journal de Genève the 
Economic Review states that the S * iss Federal Railway Council has 
ratified the agreements concluded in December, 1919, with Brown, 
Boveri et Cie., the Oerlikon Engineering Works and the Winterthur 


` Locomotive Works, for the delivery of seven electric locomotives, - 


and has authorised the necessary oredit of Fr.5,515,000. The 
deliveries must be made by the end of January, 1921. The agree- 
ments concluded with the Société Industrielle Suisse de Neuhausen 
and the Schilleren Wagon Factory, for the delivery of 200 covered 
and 100 open wagons, were also approved. PONE 

7 чума оти 1 l Р — 32 i 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Royal institution of Great Britain. -Saturday, March 6th. At Albemarle 
Street, W. At8 p.m. ture on Positive Rays by Sir J. J. Thomson, 
President R.S. 

Monday, March 8th. At Albemarle Street, W. At f p.m. Lecture on 

„Modern Development of the Miner's Safety Lamp,” by Sir John Cadman. 

Friday, March 12th. At Albemarle Stree’, W. At9p.m. Lecture on 

* The Thermionic Valve in Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony," by Prof. 
J. A. Fleming, F. R. 8. | E 


. Angio-French Society.-—Saturday, March 6th. At the Жойап Hall, New 
Bond Street, W. At b.45 раа. Lecture in French on Тһе Channel 
Tunnel," by Baron E. B. d'Erlanger. | 


-Aseociation of Engigeeriog and Shipbuilding Draughtsmen.—Tucsda 
March 9th. A the etal University. v as 236 p.m. Lecture on 
„Elementary Calculus,” by Mr. В. Clowes. 

Thursday, March !1th. At the Grammar School, Chesterfield. At 7.80 
m. Lecture on The Principles and Design of Centrifugel Fans,“ by 
r. F. Clements. 


tien of Engimeers-in-Charge.— Wednesday, March 10th. At St. 
Bride’s Institute, Ludgate Circus, E. C. At 7.30 p.m. Paper on The 
: Bolidification and Crystall sation of Metals, by Mr. L. Aitchison. 


. Edinbargh. Electrical Society.— Wednesday, March 10th. At the Philoso- 
с рыса Institution, At 7.30 p. m. Questions and Answers Night. 


of Arts. — Wednesday, March 10th. At John Street, Adelphi, 
W. C. At 4.30 p.m. Paper on Gas in Relation to Industrial Production 
and National Economy," by Mr. H. M. Thornton. 


IneUtute of Metals.—Thursday, March llth. At 4 p.m. At the Institution 
of Mechanical Engineers, Storey's Gate, Westminster, SW. Annual 


Uenesal Meeting. riday, March 12th. At 10.30 рза, Annual dinner, 


е ' í R i „ D ` 3 Р 
Institution of Electrical Engimeers.—Thursday, March lith. At the Iu- 
. stitution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street. S. W. At6 p.m. Paper» 
on Notes on Operating a By-product Producer Gas Plant for Power aud 
Heating," by Mr. W. H. Patchell, and Production of Power from Blast 
Furnace Gas," by Mr. 8. Н. Fowles. . i О 
(North-Midisnd Centre).—Tuesday, March 9th. At the Hotel Metro- 
pole, Leeds. At 7 p.m.. Ordinary ineeting. . 
^J (Scottish Centre).—Tuesday, March 9th. At Prince's Station Hotel, 
Edinburgh, At7p.m. Paper on! The Protection of Alternating Current 
Distribution Systems Withont the Use of Special Conductors," by Major 
К. Edgcumbe, R. E. | pe 


Junior Institution of Engineers. Friday, March 12th. At S9, Victoria 


Ssreet, B. W. At 7.80 p.m. Leoturette, Chain Helice Pumps," by Mr. 
F. A. Simpson. . 


International Motor Bost and Marine and Stationary Eogine Exhibition 


Olympia.—March 12th to 20th. Н a. m. to 9 p m. 


t o- . - . - " . +. — 


NOTES. 


E Batti-Wallahs’ Society.—At the luncheon on March 15th, 


Mr. F. Pooley. (secretary and treasurer) will be the chief speaker. 
The Electricity Commissioners.—1t is reported that 


one or more of the Electricity Commissioners in the near future 
will undertake a tour of investigation in the provinces with a view 
to examining on the spot various propositions which have been 
prepared under the provisions of the Electricity Supply Act, and 
drawing up a report thereon. i | 


Coal Conservation.—On_ Friday next, March 12th, the 
annual public meeting of the University College, London, Engi- 
neering Society, will be held in the Botanical Theatre, at the 
College, at 5.30 p.m. An address will be given by Sir Dugald 
Clerk, F. R. S., on Coal Conservation," to which visitors are 
welcomed. 


L. C. C. Tramway Staff Reorganisation.—In connection 
with the reorganisation of the L. C. C. Tramways Department, the 
Highways Committee recommends the following classification of 
the technical and clerical staff of the department under the 
direction of the Committee, the alterations in the fixed staff of the 
tramways department to take effect as from January 1st, 1920, the 
salaries being based on pre-war conditions :— ME a 

Tra tic Branch.—Traffic manager, £1,200 by £50 a year to £1,500 ; 


‘development superintendent, £500 by four annual incrementa of £25 


and four of £50 to £800 ; operation superintendent, £600 by £50 а 
year to £800; divisional superintendent (north), £300 by £25 a 
year to £400 ; divisional superintendent (south), £300 by £25 a 
year to £400; publicity assistant, £300 by £25 a year to £400; 
traffic statistics assistant, £300 by £25 a year to £400; time 
tables assistant, £250 by £12 108. a year to £300; motor school 
superintendent, £255 by £15 a year to £300. 

Electrical Branch.—Electrical engineer, £1,200 by £50 a year to 
£1,500 ; assistant electrical engineer, £600 by four annual incre- 
ments of £25 and two of £50 to £800; power station engineer, 
£500 by four annual increments of £25 and two of £50 to £700 ; 
distribution engineer, £500 by £25 a year to £700; assistant dis- 
tribution engineer (north), £350 by £12 10s. a year to £100; 
assistant distribution engineer (south), £350 by £12 10a. a year to 
£400; assistant power station engineer, £400 by £20 a year to 
E500; repairs superintendent, £300 by £20 a year to £100; boiler 
house superintendent, £300 by £20 a yearto £400; sub-station 


superintendent (north), £250 by £12 10s. a year to £300; sub- 


station superintendent (south), £250 by £12 10s. a year to £300; 
mains superintendents, £250 by £12 103. a year to £300; boiler 
house charge engineer, £250 by £10 a year to £300 ; charge shift 
engineers, £250 by £10 a year to £300; sub-station repairs 
inspector, £200 by £12 10s. a year to E250; senior technical 
assistant, £400 by £25 a-year to 2500; technical assistant (grade 1), 
£300 by. £20 to £400; technical assistant (grade 2), £250 by 
£12 108. to £300 ; technical assistant (grade 3), £200 by £12 10s. 
to E250. | | 

Rolling Stock Branch.—Rolling stock engineer, £1,000 by £50 a 
year to £1,200; rolling stock superintendent, £400 by £25 a year 
to £600 ; superintendent (central car repair depot), £100 by £25 a 
year to £600; cartage superintendent, £255 by £15 a year to 
£300 ; technical assistant (grade 2), £250 by £12 108. а year to 
£300 ; rolling stock inspector, £230 by £10 a-year to £280. 

Permanent Way Branch,—Permanent way engineer, £800 by 
£50 a year to 21,000 ; assistant. permanent way engineer, £300 by 
£25 a year to £400; principal technical assistant (from August 
Ist, 1921), £500 by £25 a year to £600; senior technical assistant 
(until Auguet Ist, 1921), £100 by £25 a year to £500; building 
superintendent, £400 by £25 a year to £500 ; technical assistant 
(grade 2), 4 250 by £12 10s. to £300 ; technical assistant (grade 3), 
£200 by £12 10s. to £250. 

General Branch.—Ohief clerk, £600 by £50 a year to £800; 
tramways accountant, £600 (personal to the present holder of the 
position) ; stores superintendent, £400 by £25 a year to £600; 
assistant stores superintendent, £260 by £15 a year to £350; 
claims superintendent, £300 by £25 a year to £400 ; printing shop 
superintendent, £250 by £10 a year to £300; superintendent of 
women checkers, £200 by £12 10s. a year to £250. 

Secretariat. —Principal technical assistant, £500 by £25 to £600 ; 
technical assistant (grade 1), £300 by £20 to £400. 

The proposed scales of salaries are subject to the appropriate tempo- 
rary percentage additions, plus war bonus, making the total annual 
remuneration at the present time (February, 1920) on these scales 
as follows :— 
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Trafic manager and eleetrical engineer, £1,400 to £1,780; rolling stock 
engineer, 1, 180 to 41, 400; permanent-way engineer, 4900 tu £1,180; assistant 
electrical engineer, £510 tu 21, o; operation superintendent und chief clerk, 
#762 lUs. to £¥ou; Gevciupiuent supecintendens, x6oU to 5940; power-station 
exgineer and diustribuuon engineer, &60 to £93U; tramways accountant, 
47. los.; principal technical assistants, £660 to £24 lU8.; rolling stuck 

uperintendent, superintendent (centra! car repair deyót), and stores super- 
iutendent, £063 to #7od 1Us.; assistant power-station cugineer and senior 
tecnnical пашьоьат (electrical brauch), 40% to £09U; buildiug superintendent 
and senior techuical usetstants (otner шап electrical Dranci), £063 to £050; 
assistent distribution engineers (north and south), £ó1U wo K.; repairs 
superintendent and boiler-nouse supe. intendent technical assistants (grade 1: 
electtical branch), 4400 to X07; divisional superintendents (north and south), 
publicity assistant, trafic statistics assistant, Lecnnical assistants (grade 1: 
other ап electrical branch), ussistant permanent-way engineeis, claims 
superintendent, 44 to #003; motor- school superintendent and cartage 
superintendent, £868 bs. to £430; aslstumt stores superintendent, £576 vo 
£40; sud-station superiDsendents (north and south), Du» ing superintendent, 
buller-huuse charge eugineur, charge shiit engineers апа teshuicai assistante 
(grade 4: electrical brauen), Sav to £420; time tables assistant, technicat 
assistants (grade 4 : otuer пац electron usanch), апа priuling-shop super- 
intendent, 2 os 108. to £40; Tulling-stucKk inspectors, £o] to £400; sub- 
station repairs inspector aud tccnnicur assistants Grade d: electrical branch), 
400 to K %; Vveounical assistauw graue 8: other tnan electrical branch), 
aul to £364 los.; and superintendent oi women checkers, £280 108. 10 
44541 108. 


Submersible Motors. — We have from time to time re- 


ferred to the submersible electric motor pumps that rendered 
such goood service to the Navy and in inarine salvage opera- 
tions during the war period. Some interesting experiments 
were recentiy carried out in Cheshire with a view to demons- 
trating the possibilities of this apparatus for mine work. 
According to the Colliery Guardian, а manufacturing firm 
was considering the use of the water draining into an aban- 
doned imine snaft. The skaft in question was awkwardly 
situated, and contained a quantity of débris of all kinds, 
reuderiug tne use of ordinary pumps practically impossible. 
Ine игш approached the Adnuraity, and was reierred by the 
latter to Suvmersibie Motors, Ltd., who, after inspecting tne 
scene Of operations, undertook to carry out the work. 17 was 
desued to lower the water to а depth of about 160 ft. from 
the ground level with a view of ascertaining what was tbe 
daily inlow. ‘the piant used consisted of two 4-іп. sub- 
mersible motor-pumps, each of which had a rated output of 
510 G.P.M. at bu ft. total head. Ihe delivery side ot one 
Pump was coupled to the suction side of the second pump, 
thus forming the equivalent of a two-stage centritugal pump 
capable ot a litt or 160 tt. For supplying the electric power 
& portable generating plant was used consisting of a three- 
phase alternator and exciter coupled to a рагаіпп engine. 
‘the whole set, together with the necessary switchgear, 
mounted on a wheeied truck, can be readily moved about 
and is of weather-proof construction. A suitable headgear 
was erected and the motor-pumps, connected by flexible elec- 
tric cables to the generating plant, were lowered into the 
ehaft, the bottom pump being 160 ft. from the surface, and 
the second one about 80 ft., several obstructions being en- 
countered on the way. Armoured flexible rubber hose was 
used for the pipe line. The daily flow of water into this pit 
being found insufficient, it was decided to make a furtber 
trial at some other pits nearer the company's factory. Here 
were three shatts linked together by workings, the water 
level standing lı ft. trom the surface, and it was desired 
to lower the water to about 800 ft. In this case the supply 
of electric power was obtained from the company’s works. 
Four б-п. subinersiole motor-pumps were used, each having 
à normal duty of 740 а.р.м. at 75 ft. head. ‘hey were 
coupled in paire, the first pair being lowered to a depth of 
310 ft. and the second pair to 150 ft. No flexible 6-in. hose 
being available for the pipe line, steel tube was used, and 
considerable duficulty was experienced in lowering this, owing 
to the numerous obstructions in the shaft. Atter pumping 
continuously for five days the water level was lowered to 
160 ft., and after a further seven days to 275 ft. Delivery 
was then throttled to maintain a constant level at this depth, 
and readings taken of the inflow. together the plant was 
running for 37 days, one pair of pumps running for 24 days 
on end, and on 19 of these days for the whole of the 24 hours. 
The total quantity of water pumped was 33,623,604 gals. 
Great difficulty was experienced in raising the pumpe and 
pipe line, which constantly caught in brickwork and stagings, 
necessitating several descents in the ‘‘ bo’sun’s chair down 
the pit to free 16, one as low as 240 ft., all other methods 
having failed. This was a perilous undertaking, owing to 
the rotten state of the brickwork lining, and none of the 

miners being willing to go down, it was, therefore, left 
to the Submersible Co.'s engineer and his assistant to do 
this. The whole operation was entirely successful, and credit 
is due to the Submersible Co.'s engineer, Mr. Mackenzie, 
and his assistant, Mr. Chalk, for the successful manner in 
Which they overcame the numerous difliculties encountered 
on this novel undertaking, which demonstrated clearly the 
use which can be made of these submersible motor-pumps in 
places where the use of ordinary pumping planv would be 
impracticable or costly. 


The Electric Smelting of Iron Ores.— In Chemical and 
Metallurgical Engineering, Vol. 90, No. 19, an abstract was 
given of an exhaustive report by Dr. Stansfield (Bulletin 
No. 2, 1919, British. Columbia Department of Mines) on the 
commercial possibilities of electric smelting of iron ores in 
British Columbia. The report says:— 

The possibility of the commercial operation of an electric 
auelting plant for the production of pig iron from iron ore 
depends on an adequate supply of electrical power at a 
uioderate price. A large amount of power is needed, the 
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amount varying somewhat with the richness of the ore, the 
grate of iron vo be produced, and the kind uf furnsee en- 
pioyed. Under usual conditions the consumption ut electrical 
power for each lung ton oL pig iron ranges trol `оце-Ишга vu 
vue-hait ot a Ы.!'-уеаг. Luc toundry iron production. trom 
rather jow-yrude ores, and in а alluple pit zul писе, шоге than 
two lông tons of iron per annum cannot sutety De reckoned 
upon. ror a dally output or 20 tons or pig поп some 8, 
or 9,000 E. H. . will be needed, and if provision 18 made tor 
tne production of ſferro-unoys and steel ш electric rurpacea, 
40,000 to 10,000 H.r. will ре required. ee rs 

At the time of Lr. Stanstield’s vimt to Vancouver the prob- 
able cost ot power worked out at abont $15 per EI. .-. 
and at thm pnce electric sameiüng seemed "commercially 
lensible. When his report was nearing completion he was 
given to understand that the charges for electric power would 
ое nearly twice the ugure assumed in his calculations, and 
under this changed condition his conclusion ш that the elec- 
tric smelting ot iron ores by existing methods is ecarcely 
possible, and the only remaining opening, unless cheaper 
power can be obtained, is by developing а new process. 

It appears, however, that there is ampie undeveloped power 
going to waste—a fact which is applicable to this country 
us well—and Dr. Stansfield was turnished with estimates 
showing that 340,000 н.р. at three accessible points could 
be developed for smelting purpoess at about $1U per H.P.- 
year. Such costs would be lower than for ordinary users 
eince the load factor would easily approach 90 per cent. 

In the Swedish furnaces at the time of Dr. Stanstield's visis 
in 1914 the electrodes used were 74 in. in diameter and 4 or 
b ft. in length. They had threaded ends for the addition 
of fresh lengths, were of amorphous carbon, and cost about 
4 cents per lb. When making white pig iron from high- 
class ores the electrode consumption was about 10 to 15 Ib. 
per ton of pig iron, thus costing about 50 cents per ton of 
product. [п melting lower grade ores for foundry iron, Dr. 
Stansfield considers that the consumption might be from 
15 to 20 lb., and that at the present prices in Columbia this 
would mean about $1.50 per ton of pig. A furnace of 3,000 
AW. uses six of these 24-in. electrodes. 

The cost of making pig iron in the Swedish furnace as 
given by Electro-Metals for a large plant of sn annual 
capacity of 60,000 tons of white iron works out at $11.50 
per ton, showing what can be done under exceptionally favour- 
able circumstances. Dr. Stansfield’s estimate for a British 
Columbian plant in 1918, with an output of 27,000 tons of 
grey iron per annum, is from $29.75 to a minimum of $23.90 

ton. In pit furnaces (10,000-kw. plant) one long ton of 
Бема iron would cost about $36.81. MP 

The cost per long ton of blast-furnace pig iron works out 
at $25.95 per ton, showing that '' there does not appear to be 
any reason why electric-furnace iron should cost more than 


: blast-furnace iron under the conditions we find on the coast, 


and providing that power can be had at $15 or less.’’ 


The Panama Canal.—The Panama Canal report for the 
year ending June 30th, 1919, gives a resumé of canal opera- 
tions for twelve months, during which the use of the canal 
was not interfered with by slides or other serious accidente. 
The period under review cannot be regarded as indicative of 
the canal’s ultimate value as a trade route, on account of 
the period being an abnormal one. According to Engineering, 
the total amount of water passing off the useful catchment 
area per month averaged 15,410 million cu. ft., of which 
amount 35.24 per cent. was put to use, but only 9.232 per 
cent. was used for lockages. Of the water lost, 8,094 million 
cu. ft. went over the Gatun epillway, and 12 per cent., or 
1,907 million cu. ft. were lost by evaporation. Leakage at 
the locke and spillway amounted to 44 million ca. ft. Of 
the water used 3,611 million cu. ft. was the average for the 
amount taken by the hydro-electric plant at Gatun. The 
lockages absorbed 1,423 million cu. ft. The electric plant 
used 66.5 per cent. of the water usefully employed, or about 
20 per cent. of the yield of the watershed. 

The electric towing system at the locks met with two acci- 
dents during the year; both due to a fault in design and since 
remedied. Both accidents happened to the same locomotive. 
In each case getting out of control it ran down one of the 
inclines. These locomotives are not under control when 
the clutch lever is in the neutral position. As an expedient 
a bel has now been fitted which continues ringin 
so long as both. clutch levers are out of either the 
2-M.P.H. or D-M P.H. notches, at both ends of the ma- 
chine. A new brake is also being fitted which will operate 
regardless of the clutch levers. The actual lockage operations 
suffered a delay of about five hours on one occasion owing 


. to the accidental flooding of the transformer rooms in the 


lock walls at Miraflores, from which it would appear that 
the interlocking of the controls is not so complete as it should 
be. As already described in our pages, the hydroelectric 
plant has been extended. The steam-generating plant et 
Miraflores is, therefore, an emergency standby. Steam is 
kept up in the boilers by small oil fires, and the plant is 
started automatically on failure of the Gatun eupply. Failures 
in the 44,000-volt transmission line across the 1sthmus have 
been greatly reduced by the introduction of additional units 
to the insulators. These failures numbered 17 in 1917, 29 in 
1918, while from July, 1918, to February, 1919, no leas than 
32 occurred. After the new insulation was effected in Feb- 
ruary, down till the end of June of last year, no failures had 
been reported. 
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Summer Time.—AÀn Order in Council was made on 
Tuesday, directing that Summer Time shall commence on March 
98th, and last until September 27th. According to the French 
Ministry of Public Works, in a report quoted by the daily 
Press, Summer Time in Franoe has during the last four years 
saved an hour's lighting by 39,000,000 people for seven montha in 
the year. It saves on lighting £2,400,000 a year. The total saving 
on electric lighting is reckoned at 15 per cent.. and on gas lighting 
at 5 per cent. As, this year, Summer Time is beginning a fortnight 
earlier, and will end 19 days later, it is estimated that a further 
saving of £374,00) will be effected. 


Engineering Golfing Society.—The 11th annual general 
meeting of the Engineering Golfing Society was held at the Insti- 
tution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, Westminster, on 
Thursday, February 26th, when, in the absence of the President, 
Sir A. B. W. Kennedy, and the retiring Captain, Mr. Midgley 
Taylor, the chair was taken by Mr. F. J. Walker, one of the vice- 
presidents. The following were elected office-bearers for the 
ensuing year :— 


President .. es ws T Ae Sir Alexander B. W. Kennedy. 
Vice-Presidents .. D. A.8tevenson, E. L. Mansergh, F. J. Walker, 
8. Price-Williams, G. Midgley Taylor. 
Captain .. a m X x “з oe W. H. Shortt. 
Honorary Secreta W. L. Mansergh, 5, Victoria Street, 8.W. 
Honorary Treasurer " i ©з КЕ .. B. R. Lowcock. 


Although the membership of the society is steadily increasing, 
the opinion was expressed that there must be many members of 
the Engineering Institutions who are interested in golf, and who are 
eligible to join the society. 


Stalybridge Dispute. — According to the Manchester 
Guardian, attempts were made on February 27th, at the meeting. 
of the Stalybridge, Hyde, Mossley and Dukinfield Tramways and 
Electricity Board, to reopen the question of the dispute with the 
shift engineers, who ceased work in December. The Board declined 
to move in the matter, and rejected three proposals—to appoint a 
aub-committee to go into the matter and report, to refer it to the 
National Joint Industrial Council for the Electricity Supply 
Industries, and to allow two delegates to appear before the next 
meeting of the General Purposes Committee. It was revealed in 
further discussion that the Ministry of Labour had written to the 
Board in regard to the dispute, and had expressed the opinion that 
further steps should be taken to obtain an amicable adjustment of 
the difficulty, and it suggested a meeting between the Board and 
representatatives of the men's association. The Generating Com- 
mittee replied that a new permanent staff had been appointed, that 
a full and increasing load was being carried at the generating 
station, and that the Committee felt compelled to decline the invi- 
tation of the Ministry to enter into further discussion of the 
matter. 


Society of Technical Engineers.—A general meeting of 
the Bristol and West of England Branch was held at Bristol on 
February 27th, but there was only a sparse attendance. A paper, 
entitled “Organised Effort : Its Relation to Present Needs,” was 
was read by Mr, А. Lennox Stanton, A.M.I.E.E., who outlined the 
origin of protective associations, and what had been accomplished 
by organised effort during the war, and pointed out that the most 
unorganised section of the community was the majority of pro- 
fessional workers, whose position in the economic life of the 
nation and the world’s work was of the highest importance. The 
E was illustrated by lantern slides, and a short discussion 
ollowed, 


Appointments Vacant.— Mains engineer (£330) for the 
City of Carlisle electricity department; plumber-jointer (988. ld.) 
for the Hackney Borough Counoil electricity department ; meter 
repairer, also meter fixer, for the Borough of Hornsey electricity 
works ; fitter for the Nunea:on Corporation electricity works; shift 
engineer (£234), mains assistant (4 208), control engineer (£234) 
for the Kilmarnock Corporation Electricity Works; electrical 
engineer and manager (£760) for the City of Peterborough Elec- 
tricity Works, See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Isaacs v, Hobhonse.—An echo of this libel case of 
1918 has reached us in the shape of a circular signed by Mr. 
Godfrey C. Isaacs, and containing extracte from correspondence 
with Germany which was unobtainable during the trial of the 
action, The letters relate, mainly, to Sir Henry Norman's relations 
with Baron von Lepel before the war. 


The Fullerphone.—At the sitting of the Royal Commis- 
sion on Awards and Inventions, on March 1st, the claims heard 
were those of Major A. C. Fuller, in respect of his telephonic 
apparatus, | 

The device which, it is admitted, prevented eavesdropping by the 
enemy so far as telegraphic messages were concerned, and the 
manner in which silence is obtained, were explained by counsel. 
The President, Mr. Justice Sargant, remarked that the matter was 
very technical, and a good knowledge of electricity was necessary 
fully to understand it. Major A. C. Faller said that his invention 
Was made about November, 1915, and he took it to General Boyce. 
The only royalties he had obtained were about £1,800 from the 

reach Government for the four other instrumenta they had 
made towards the close of the war. For two years he had 
endeavoured to obtain something from the American Government 
for ita use of the system, but without success. General Sir John 
Fowler, Signals Officer-in-Chief to the British Army, said in reply 

r Trevor Watson, for the Treasury, that secrecy applied only 


telegraphed over the line, and not to those telephoned. 
Judgment was reserved, | | 


- . INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical EngiBeers.—The annual dinner of the 
NoRTH MIDLAND CENTRE was held at the Queen's Hotel, Leeds, 
on Friday last. Mr. W. M. Selvey, chairman of the Centre, 
and amongst those present were the president (Mr. Roger T. Smith) 
and secretary (Mr. P. Е. Rowell), Mr. J. A. Robertson, Lieut.-Col. 
W. A. Vignoles, D.8.0., Mr. Hugh Lupton, Lieut.-Col. E, Kitson Clark, 
Messrs, Ll. B. Atkinson and W. B. Woodhouse, vice-presidenta, 
and Mr. J. D. Bailie, hon. secretary of the Centre. 

After the loyal toast had been duly honoured, Mr. J. A. 
Robertson proposed His Majesty's Forces,” drawing a contrast 

between the attitude of the nation towards the Army in 1914 and 
that of the present day, when the Army, in its various branches, 
includes the whole nation ; he eulogised the work of the Navy and 
the mercantile marine, the most efficient Air Foroe in the world, 
and the women who played a great part in the war, and urged that 
in future the burden of military service must be equally shared by 
all—we must be prepared for war. Before the toast was drunk, 
the audience stood in silent tribute to the fallen. In responding, 
Lieut.-Col. Vignoles touched upon the historic exploits of the Navy 
aod Army and the Auxiliary Forces, and said we must in the 
future take the Army seriously, and provide an adequate force to 
guard against a recurrence of the conflict. | | 

Mr. Lupton proposed “ The Institution of Electrical Engineers,” 
which in 50 years had grown from 110 to 8,000 members, and 
suggested that as the Electrigity Act did not provide the necessary 
funds for development, an Act should be passed empowering 
municipalities to take shares in companies, with corresponding 
representation on the directorate, as a solution of the difficulty. | 

The President, responding, received a Yorkshire welcome 
he said he served his apprenticeship in Leeds, and told amusing 
anecdotes of work and sport in those days, remarking that the 
knowledge he then gained of workers’ ways had been of the 
utmost value to him. The Institution now had seven Centres and 
four Sub-Centres, and one part of ita activities was thoroughly 
decentralised. The question had been raised why should there not 
be a London Centre"? He pointed out that the membership in 
and around London equalled that of all the Centres and Sub- 
Centres combined. Every Centre cost money, and when the Insti- 
tution was back in its old home, the great problem would be that 
of finance. He was heartily in agreement with this democratic 
development, in which the Institution was showing the way to 
kindred Societies, but it would be susceasful only if the members 
would provide the funds. 

Mr. Selvey, in briefly proposing Our Guests,” remarked that 
electrical engineers had been so absorbed in giving the public 
cheap power, that they forgot to give themselves adequate salaries : 
but that mistake was in process of rectification, and the prospec 
before the electrical industry were rosy. Mr. Alderman R. 
Smithson responded. | 

Lieut.-Col. E. Kitson Clark proposed ‘ The Electrical Industries,” 
humorously deprecating the attempts of electrical engineers to 
supersede the steam locomotive. 

Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson replied, with many interesting reminigoences 
of his apprenticeship at Airedale Foundry and old times in Leeds. 
He said that members of the electrical industry had been very 
iil-rewarded for their efforts; the true reason was the competition 
with extraordinarily cheap coal, the greatest enemy of electricity. 
Other countries had had to economise coal, and for that reason 
they developed electricity. But coal would never be cheap again, 
and now electricity was king. Manufacturers were snowed under 
with orders, and the great problem was to get the work done. 
Industrial peace was the prime necessity. | 

Mr. W. B. Woodhouse, proposing Kindred Societies," said the 
keynotes of progress were specialisation, organisation, and co-opera- 
tion. Electrical engineers were necessarily specialists, and must also 
depend in many ways on other specialists ; it was the function of 
kindred Societies to look after the other kinds of specialists. Too 
much time might be spent on organisation, losing sight of the 
results that were to be produced ; there were so many Societies 
that one had to know them by initials. The co-operation of othér 
bodies had been extremely valuable to the I. E. E., which was 
hoping to collaborate with the Institution of Civil Engineers in 
connection with the registration of engineers. 

Mr. W. T. Lancashire, M.Inst.C.E., City engineer, in responding, 
said that all would agree that those who had to take care of the 
public health should be properly qualified. Leeds was engaged in 
town-planning, to which the help of electrical engineers waa 
indispensable, to provide rapid transport and power for smokeleaa 
factories near the houses. ' 

The chairman's health, proposed by Mr. Woodhouse, was toasted 
with musical honours, During the evening a programme of music 
was performed, and Mr. Harrison Hill ably entertained the guesta 
with song and story. 

At the meeting of the WESTERN CENTRE at Bristol on Monday 
last, it was announced that a summer meeting of the Institution 
had been arranged in the Western Centre commencing on Tuesday, 
July 13th, and terminating on Friday, July 16th. A tentative 
programme had been drawn up, and would be submitted to head- 
quarters for approval. The time-table for the summer meeting | 
would be as follows :— mE 

Tuesday, July 13th.—Cardiff—opening meeting and civic 
reception. 

Wednesday, July 14th.—Newport in morning, returning via 
Bargoed to Cardiff. 

Thursday, July 15th.—Visit to Bristol. 

Friday, July 16th,—Swansea—ooncluding meeting, 
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_ Prof. David Robertson delivered a lecture on “Electric Impulse 
Clocks," illustrated by a lantern demonstration and working 
models. | | 

At the Informal Meeting, on Monday last, Mr. R. E. Dickinson 
rend a paper on The Future of Labour in the Engineering 
Industry.“ He described shortly the causes of the rise of Trade 
Uniófiism, and the present-day need for Unions in order to prevent 
victimisation, and finished by nientioning the Guild 3ystem and 
the Manchester Builders’ Guilds’ offer to supply houses cheaply. 
Mr. Rankin was welcomed back after his illness, and opened the 
discussion. Many others spoke. The general opinion was that 
labour should be given responsibility, and educated to understand the 
ramifications of trade and industry, and that labour unrest was a 
reaction from evil actions of bad employers in the past (cutting 
piece rates, &c.). Strikes were taboo; but E.P.E.A. men realised 
the difficulties of obtaining justice when many authorities agreed to 
go to arbitration те salary claims, and then only a proportion of 
them paid the award. 

The chairman's final words suggested that men would respond 
to an appeal to serve the nation now in peace time as they had 
responded to the country’s call for service in war time. 

Association of Mining Electrical Engineers.—The Yorks. Branch 
held a meeting at Wakefield, on February 21st, when a paper by 
Mr. Robert Rae, on “ Practical Machine Coal-Mining,” was read. 
The uses and. disadvantages of coal-cutting machines were dis- 
cussed at length, and various opinions were expressed as to the 
efficiency of the machines. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—Lieut.-Colonel Ogilvie, O.B.E., 
T.D., delivered a lecture to the Society on Wednesday, Feb. 26th, 
the title being “Electric Projectors and Some of their Uses.” 
The lecturer indicated the principles which govern the disposition 
of searchlights for trench, estuary, ship, and aerial use. The 
development from the simple hand-fed inclined-arc ty pe through 
varied forms and stages to the modern 60-in. projector, with its 
high-intensity carbons, was interestingly illustrated, and the 
various methods of deflecting and dispersing, distorting and 
dividing the beams were described and discussed. The war 
functions of projectors for locating, illuminating, and altitude- 
finding were indicated, and examples quoted of their use for whale 
fishing and navigation. 

On .Wednesday, March 3rd, Mr. J. Plucknett, A.M.I.E.E., read 
а paper on Petrol Gas Plant for Electrical Engineers.“ The paper 
was accompanied by practical demonstrations of gas generators and 
other appsratus, 

The next meeting, on March 10th, will be devotel to a general 
discussion on minor questions of electrical practice and to 
Questions and Answers.“ The membership of the Society con- 
tinues to make gratifying progress. 

. insütutlon of Civil Engineers of Ireland.—In a paper read on 
"February 2nd, Mr. G. Marshall Harriss pointed out that the staple 
industry in Ireland was agriculture, and that the increased output 
per worker that was necessary could only be obtained with the aid 
of cheap power. Irish coal mines were not sufficiently developed ; 
the abundant supply of peat possessed great possibilities, and the 
. water power was only limited by the aniount of capital required to 
develop it. Numerous small water powers were in full operation 
80 years ago, but the vast majority were now diaused ; difficulties 
arose from the seasonal variations in the flow, and the necessity in 
those days of using the power on the spot. Cheap coal put the 
water powers out of action. Now the water turbine and electrical 
transmission had changed the situation, and as so little labour was 
required for operation, there was no fear of strikes interrupting 
the supply. The variation of flow mattered less if the hydro- 
electric station was linked up with steam stations. On the River 
Dee at Chester, Mr. S. E. Britton had secured an output of 
7,300,000 units sold (during five years) from water power of 
600 H.P., and 6,900.000 from steam plant, the capital cost of the 
former being £18,473, and of the latter £55,992. The total works 
costs per unit, including capital charges, were for steam 1°462d., 
and, for water power 0'172d. Consequently, Mr. Britton proposed 
to develop the power of the Dee at 16 places linked together, and 
capable of producing 60 million units a year, of which 50 millions 
‘would be used for agriculture. The total cost of plant and mains 
was estimated at £600,200, and at 154, per unit, the revenue would 
be £298,922, the expenses £93,512, and the surplus £205,468. 
State aid was essential, but State control undesirable, leading 
inevitably to inefficiency and waste. It was proposed to utilise the 
power of the Liffey at the Salmon Leap, where with a 35-ft. head, 
1,500 Kw. could be developed for 20 weeks in the year. and less at 
other times. The total cost was estimated at £38 500 (£26 per 
KW.), and a net output of 8,000,000 units per annum could be 
counted upon, at a total works cost of 0'138d. per unit generated. 
The Dublin and Lucan Electric Railway would take 250,000 units, 
and the remainder would be fed into the Dublin systems 7 miles 
away, at a total cost of 0'3225d. per unit. The cost of coal alone 
was at present over 14. per unit in Dublin. Two other falls, of 26 
and 104 ft. head respectively, could easily be developed, and would 
yield over 30 million units a year. The proposal was receiving 
practical attention. 

Leeds Association of Engineers.—4A lecture was delivered at 
‘Huddersfield on February 26th by Mr. W. H. Child, оп The 
Transmission of Power by means of Machine-cut Gearing.” 

Wireless Society of London.—At the last meeting on February 
27th at the Royal Society of Arts, the President, Mr. A. A. 
Campbell Swinton, F.R.S., delivered his address, the subject 
being Some Wireless Wonders.“ 

Birmingham and District Electric Club. — At a meeting on 
February 21st, a paper was read by Major R. V. C. Brook (member) 
em " Electrie Vehieles. The paper was eomprehensive and dealt 


with the early history, progress, limitations and advantages of the 
" Electric." The writer urged the importance to the electrical 
industry of an increased interest in this branch of the business ; 
but insisted that it was necessary to realise that the Electric” 
had certain limitations, and must not be indiscriminately recom- 
mended. In the present state of development of batteries, 

" Electric " could not show advantages for long-distance work : 
but for short hauls, such as town and suburban deliveries, refuse 
collection, coal cartage, interworks duties, street cleaning, and a 
host of similar duties, the Electric could show considerable 
economy and efficiency over any other methods of transport. The 
author gave tabulated examples of running costs and reliability in 
comparison with other types, and proved conclusively that electric 
vehicles, in their own particular field, had a future in which neither 
horse, petrol nor steam could compete, Major Brook appealed to 
all electrical engineers, in the interests of the industry, to do all in 
their power to spread the gospel of the economical electric 
vehicle. ! " 
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OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to'keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


AFTER 21 years’ service, MR. D. G. BROOKS severed his connection 
with Simplex Conduita, Ltd., in October last, when he was presented 


by the staff and workpeople at Garrison Lane, with a silver tea 


service, and by the branchés with a silver coffee service. He has 
now joined forces with the Walsall Hardware Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., and will take up the sales direction over a large part of 
England, Wales, and Scotland. à 

Mr. W. W. LACKIE and MR. A. PAGE were entertained to dinner 
on February 23rd in the Conservative Club, Glasgow, by past and 
present members of the Committee of the Scottish Local Centre of 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers, to mark their recent 
appointments as Electricity Commissioners. Mr. W. B. Hird, 
chairman of the Centre, presided, and proposed the toast of. the 
evening. Prof. Maclean proposed Mr. Goslin's health, and Mr. 
Sam Mavor toasted Mr. Joseph Taylor. secretary of the Scottish 
Centre. 

Мв. E. T. GosLIN, M. I. E. E., electrical engineer to the Glasgow 
Corporation tramways, having been appointed general manager of 
the Clyde Valley Electric Power Co. iu succession to Mr, A. Page, 
we have pleasure in reproducing his portrait. - Mr. Goslin, after 


E. T. GosLIN. 


acquiring experience with Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd., the Hove 
Electric Lighting Co., and the County of London Co., entered the 
Glasgow Tramways Department, of which he has been chief 
electrical engineer for 18 yeara. He has been a J.P. for three 
years, and during the war was Deputy Director of Labour under 
the Ministry of National Service. 

Mr. W. G. WATSON, managing director of W. G. Watson & Co. 
Ltd., of Sydney, is on his way to England and U.S.A. in connection 
with the companys business. He expects to be in London about 
May or June next, and communications may be addressed to him 
clo The Editor of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, orc/o English, Scottish, 
and Australian Bank, Ltd., Head Office, London. 

Tbe Bedford Town Council has appointed MR. BLAIKIE, M.I.M.E., 
as supervising engineer for the new electricity works, at a salary 
of £7 7s. per week, 

Mr. P. WARDLE, mains and sub-station superintendent in the 
Carlisle electricity department, has been appointed: mains engineer 
at Walsall, in succession to Mr. J. D. Spark. 

The employés of the Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tram- 
ways Co. have presented a gold watch to MR. A. KING, for 13 years 
traffic superintendent at Castleford, on hia leaving te joi» $he 
Electrieal Centracting and Metor Ge, 
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Reigate Town Council has increased the salary of the electrical 
engineer, Мв. W. S. Ross, by £60 a year. ES 

LrEUT.-CoLoNEL Н. C. Fraser, D.S.O., has been appointed 
Superintendent of Organisation for the Yorkshire Electric Power 
Co. Colonel Fraser, during his military service, was in turn 
Commanding Officer of the 4th Battalion of the Yorkshire Light 
Infantry and of the Yorkshire Dragoona. 

 MEssRS. A. MURRAY Coouns and A. F. W. RICHARDS, advisory 
and inspecting engineers, have removed from 2b, Victoria Street, 
to Cross Keys House, 56, Moorgate Street, Е.С. 2. Telephone : 
London Wall 9080. : 

Мк. Јозтоз Еск having realised his interest in the Phonopore 
Construction Co., Ltd., has retired from the board, and resigned the 


secretaryship. 

The salary of Мв. R. B. LEACH, borough electrical engineer of 
Loughborough, has been increased to 4550 per annum, as from 
January let. Mr. Leach also holds the appointment of Local Fuel 
Overseer under the Board of Trade Household Fuel and Lighting 
Order, for the Corporation of Loughborough, pum 


Obitnary.— Mk. G. E. Youxc.—The death has occürred at 


Southdene, Unstone, of Mr. 9. E. Young, aged 57, who had for 16 
years been chief electrical engineer to the Sheepbridge Coal and 
Iron Co., Ltd., of Chesterfield. 


WII I.— The late LogD RAYLEIGH left £172,245 unsettled net 
personalty. 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Campion Ball & Co., Ltd. (164, 342).— Private company. 
Registered February 21st. Capital, £2,000 in #1 shares. To take over the 
business carried on at Regent Terrace, West Street, Sheffield, as“ Campion 
Ball & Co., and to carry on the business of electrical engineers, &c. The 
subscribers (each with one share) are: W. J. Campion, 36, Lydgate Lane, 
Sheffield, manufacturers’ agent; T. E. Osborne, 12, Banner Cross Road, Eccle- 
sall, Sheffield, cutlery handle manufacturer. The first directors are not named. 
Solicitor: W. E. Бат, 29, Bank Street, Sheffield. 


Premier Electric Welding Co. (Leith), Ltd. (10,979).— 
Private company. Registered in Edinburgh February 20th. Capital. £8,000 
in £1 shares. To carry on the business carried on by the North British 
Electric Welding Co. (Eastern), Ltd. The subscribers (each witb ond share) 
are; J. G. de О. Coke, Bank Buildings, St. James’ Street, London, S. W. I, 
Captain, Royal Navy (retired); A. L. Haggerty, Bank Buildings, St. James' 
Street, London, S. W. I. company secretary. The first directors are not named. 
Remuneration £100 each per annum. Secretary: A. L. Haggerty. Solicitors : 
Bircham & Co., 46, Parliament Street, S. W. 


Rashleigh Phipps & Co., Ltd. (164,318).— Private com- 
pany. Registered February 20th. Capital, £50,000 in £l shares (5,000 em- 
ployés). To take over the business of an electrical engineer and manufacturer 
carried on by A. Rashleigh Phipps at 147, Oxford Street, W. The subscribers 
(each with one share) are: A. Rashleigh Phipps, 58, Fitzjohn's Avenue, N.W.3, 
electrical engineer; W. A. Edelstein, 3, Chapel Road, W. I3, electrical en- 
ineer. Permanent governing director: A. Rashleigh Phipps. Solicitors: 

ercy Robinson & Co., 15, Great Marlborough Street, W. | . 


Sphinx Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (164,366).— Private 
company. Registered February 2lst. Capital, £50,000 in £l shares (15,000 
preíerence). o carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in 
sparking plugs and terminals, magnetos, electric motors, accumulators, and 
storage batteries, carburetters, &c. The first directors are: Н. G. Longford, 
Tresco, Barnt Green, Worcs.; W. A. Clark, Goldthornes, Trafalgar Road, 
Moseley, Birmingham. Registered office : 242, Bradford Street, Birmingham. 


British’ Scientific Apparatus Manufacturers, Ltd. 
(164,339).—Private company. Registered February 215. Capital, 23,000 in 
£1 shares. To carry on publicity and propaganda, with a view to introducing, 
making more widely known, and increasing the sale of articles manufactured 
by members; to acquire showrooms and display scientific apparatus of British 
manufacture, to promote export trade in British-made scientific apparatus, 
instruments and appliances used for chemical, medical, surgical, electrical, 
nautical, aeronautical, meteorological, mathematical, photographic, and other 
purposes. The first directors are: C. Beck, 34, Upper Addison Gardens, Ken- 
sington, optician; M. B. Field, Nancekake, Bearsden, Dumbartonshire, nautical 
instrument manufacturer; F. C. Knowles, 16, Beaconsfield Road, Lammas 
Park, Ealing, W.5, electrical engineer ; R. Miall, Chilton Croft, Wendover, 
scientific instrument manufacturer; H. T. Tallack, Rocklands, Fairfield Road, 
Croydon. Registered office: 6, Moorgate Street, Е.С, 


Alabaster Lighting Ware Co., Ltd. (164,377).—Private 
company. Registered February 23rd. Capital £12,000 in #1 shares. To carry 
on the business of dealers in electric and other fittings, especially fittings in 
which alabaster forms a part. The subscribers (each with one share) are: 
G. Vale, St. Andrew's Road, Caversham, Reading, secretary ; S. S. Galsworthy, 
15, Newman Street, Oxford Street, W.1, director. Each of the following 
companies, viz.: Best & Lloyd Co., Ltd.; Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd.; 
Evered & Co., Ltd.; Galsworthy, Ltd.; General Electric Co., Ltd.; and 
F. & C. Osler, Ltd., may, so long as it holds 1,000 shares, appoint a director. 
Registered office: 84, Colmore Row, Birmingham. Я 


Ballinrobe Electricity Supply Со., Ltd. (4,907).—Private 
company. Registered in Dublin February 13th, Capital 25,000 in £10 shares. 
To carry on the business indicated by the title. The directors are: Rev. E. A. 
Dalton, St. Mary’s, Ballinrobe; P. D. Daly, M.D., Ballinrobe; T. Fitzpatrick, 
Ballinrobe, provision merchant, T. M. Scott, Ballinrobe, civil engineer; J. B. 
Staunton, Ballinrobe, provision merchant. Secretary: J. B. Staunton. Regis- 
tered office: Abbey Street, Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo. 


Radie Engineering Co., Ltd. (161,409).—Private com- 
pany. Registered February 93rd. Capital, 25.000 in 5s. shares. To carry 
on the business of mechanical and electrical enginecrs, instrument makers, &c. 
The subscribers (each with one share) are: H. E. Straker, 47, Nelparde Road, 
Catford, S.E.6, secretary to a limited company; F. H. B. Frere, 21, Wakefield 
Road, S. Tottenham, N.15, gentleman. The first directors are not named. 
Solicitor: J. Hoare, 8, Crooked Lane, E.C. 


Dodds Finlay & Co., Ltd. (10,982).—Private company. 
Registered in Edinburgh February 21st. Capital, £5.000 in £1 shares. To 
curry on the business of electrical and mechanical engineers, machinists, wheel- 
wrights, tube makers, bolt and nut manufacturers, manufacturers of cycles, 
Kc. The subscribers (each with опе m are: T. S. Dodds, Leavenview, 
Fauldhouse, Linlithgowshire, engineer: R. M. Finlay, Myrtlcbank, Fauldhouse, 
Linlithgowshire, engineer; Dodds, Leavenview, Fauldhouse, Linlithgow- 
shire, The first directors are: Т. 5. Dodds, R. M. Finlay, J. Dodds, and 
G. S. Dodds, Cambuslang. Secretary: J. Dodds. Registered office: East 
End Engineering Works, Fauldhouse. 


Hall Brothers (Manchester), Ltd. (164,574).—Private 
company. Registered February 97th. Capital, £10,000 in &1 shares., To take 
over the business of manufacturing, electrical, and mechanical en ineers, mill- 
wrights, and machinists carried оп by W. Hall and S. E. Hall at 11а and: 
llb, Eastnor Street, Old Trafford, Manchester, as Hall Brothers." The. 


- first directors аге: W. Hall, lla and llb, Eastnor eer Old Trafford, Man- 
t 


chester, engineer; S. E. Hall, lla and llb, Eastnor Street, Old Trafford, 
Manchester, engineer; Н. Ratcliff, Park Road, Timperley, Cheshire, engineer. 
Solicitor: S. Bishop, 23, Fountain Street, Manchester. ion 


Dickinson & Thompson, Ltd. ( UGE 52r 0 com- 
pany. Registered February 26th, Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares (1,000 8 per 
cent. cum. pref.). To carry on the business of electrical enginecrs, founders, 
&c., and to enter into an agreement with R. G. Thompson and W. Dickinson. 
The first directors are: R. G. Thompson, The Briars, Benhilf Road, Sutton, 
Surrey; W. Dickinson, 9, Grange Road, Clapham, S. W.; D. L. M. Thompson, 
71, Endell Street, Holborn, W.C.; N. F. Thompson. 92, Dale Street, Birming- 
ham. Registered office: 51.2, Chancery Lane, W.C. 


9] , 


j Fr... 
КЧК 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL : 
COMPANIES, иЄ <. 
City of Freetown (Sierra Leone) Electricity Co., Ltd.— 


Return dated December 31st, 1919. Capital, £15,000 in £5 shares. 200 shares 
taken up. £1,000 paid. Mortgages and charges nil. 


Consolidated Signal Co., Ltd.—Return dated Januar 
Ist, 1920. Capital, £425,000 in EI shares (220,000 preferred and 205, 
ordinary) 214,195 preferred and 150,548 ordinary shares taken up. £52,839 


paid on 24,999 preferred and 27,840 ordinary. £311,904 considered as paid 
on 189,196 preferred and 122,708 ordinary. Mortgages and charges nil. 


Cape Electric Tramways, Ltd.—Capital 2500, 000 in £1 
shares. Return dated December Ylst, 1919. 491, shares taken up. £91,222 
paid. £400,000 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges £276,300. i 


Electro-Coil Production Co., Ltd.—Debentures for £600, 
registered January 28th, 1920, charged on the company's undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 

30th, 


Mersey Power Co., Ltd.—Particulars filed Januar 
1920, of £100,000 debentures, charged on the company's undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital, subject to charge for 
£300,000, amount oí present issue being £20,000. EE Ea 

Tramways Supplies, Ltd.—Mortgage on pieces of land 
at Leeds and buildings thereon, registered February 3rd, 1920, to secure 
46.000. Holders: Leeds Provincial Building Society, Leeds. | 

White & Poppe, Ltd.—Satisfaction registered February 
4th, 1920, of charge for £10,000, registered November 20th, 1907. 

Wycombe (Borough) Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.— 
Debentures for £10,000, registered February th, 1920, charged оп lands. 
buildings, machinery, works, plant, &c., and the company’s undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


CITY NOTES. 


Mr. W. Leaf presided at the annual 
St. James’ & meeting held on February %th, He said 
Pall Mall Elec: that the past year had been a remarkable 
tric Light Co., one. In the revival of trade the electrical 
Ltd. trade had had its full share, and the com- 

i pany's main difficulty had been to cope 
with the fresh business that had been pouring in and was still 
doing so. The units sold increased by 13 per cent. and the 
revenue by about 30 per cent. They had not raised their 
prices since September, 1918, but during the whole of 1919 
they had had the benefit of the increase that then came into 
force. The cost of generation and distribution had risen from 
£95,105 in 1918 to £116,763 in 1919. They now drew from 
the Central Co. all but about 24 per cent. of their supply. 
The growth of the business had involved large obligations in 
the extension of the Grove Road station. They had endea- 
voured to keep that station up to date and well in advanoe 
of requirements, and but for the foresight of their engineers 
and managers, they would have been overwhelmed this winter 
bv the calls that had come. They had further requirements 
pressing hard. They were already giving а supply in.bulk to 
the Chelsea Co., and it was probable that before long they 
might be called upon to render assistance to other important 
undertakings unable to meet the heavy demands. They had 
been pushing on with the large extension of the Central Co., 
but there had been delays beyond their control in the delivery 
of the new 10.000 xw. set on which they were dependent for 
next vear's supply. The fresh demands had, however, made 
it essential that they should order yet another 10,000 Kw. set, 
and push on with building extensions in the form of a new 
boiler house. They had in hand an extension which would 
have been regarded only a few vears ago as & complete new 
generating station of the first order. This had involved finan- 
cial commitments of very large amount, and the way in which 
the cash was to be provided had been a matter of serious pre- 
occupation to them all. The moment was singularly uufavour- 
able for publie borrowing in the form of either debentures т 
shares, not only beeause of the high rate of interest now re- 
quired, but because the short and uncertain tenure of their 
occupation to them all. The moment was singularly nofavour- 
possibly suggest them. Under these circuinstances, they had 
to provide the money from their own resources. and thev had 
felt bound, therefore, to keep a large amount of the profits in 
hand. It was for this purpose that, in the first place, they 
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wished to extend the borrowing powers up to £300,000, the 
total nominal capital of the company. ‘They wished to have -s 
little recourse to loans as possible, and to provide what they 
had to find out of their own money in hand. Their resources 
were to some extent locked up in the form of investments. 
It might be necessary to realise part of thein and invest the 
proceeds in the business. They had hitherto taken them at 
cost price, on the ground that they did not expect to realise 
before the termination of their life in 1931, but the time had 
now come when they must revise that view, and adapt thein- 
selves to altered conditions. ‘They had, therefore, decided to 
add to the depreciation account the whole sum required to 
write down these securities to their market value on Decein- 
ber 3lst last, and for this purpose had set aside £14,728, which 
made them safe if the necessity should arise, while, if there 
should be a recovery from the present low market values, as 
one hoped must be the case some day, this would all come 
back to them as a realisable reserve. In any case it was, of 
course, an addition to the resources which would be of ma- 
terial assistance in helping to make the necessary advances to 
the Central Co. before they had to borrow from the bank. 
They had raised the dividend from 10 per cent. to 12 per cent., 
the dividend of the vear before the war. They would be re- 
turning to consumers on their current quarter's bills a small 
amount in consideration of the reduction of 10s. on the price 
of coal, and shortly they would be able to announce a con- 
cession which would have the effect of reducing the cost of 
supply to consumers. The outcome of these conferences in con- 
nection with the Electricity Supply Bill had been the forma- 
tion by the companies in the West-End group, including the 
Charing Cross Co., of a small private limited company, with 
a capital of £50,000, for the purpose of drawing up a scheme 
for the electrical supply of London. That company was n- 
tended to form the nucleus of a general combination of all 
the London companies. There was a good prospect that t 
would succeed in this object, and would end by including all 
the compenies, and the presentation of one common scheme. 
The municipal authorities had got out a scheme of their own, 
which would also be put before the Commissioners, so that 
they would have a straight issue between public and private 
supply. There would be plenty of work for all who were 
engaged in the electrical industry in the coming year. The 
report was adopted, and later a resolution was passed increas- 
ing the borrowing powers of the directors. 


Lord Downham, in the speech which was 

Westminster read in his absence, through illness, at the 
Electric Supply annual meeting on February 25th, said that 
Corporation, the receipts had increased by £76,000 and 
Ltd. the expenses by £39,000. The latter was 
largely due to increased cost of coal, ma- 

terials, salaries and wages. Their stocks of coal were now 
very greatly depleted, and urgent representations had been 
made to the Coal Controller. The present average price of 
coal to the company was 3Us. per ton. They burned 39,000 
tons, and the increase over last year cost £12,000. In Septem- 
ber last they notified an increase to lighting consumers of 4d. 
per unit as from January, 1920, but during the last quarter of 
the year an unexpected and very welcome increase in output 
occurred, owing no doubt largely to the removal of the restric- 
tions on supply, so that the receipts during that quarter were 
the largest they had ever had in any similar period. They 
came to the conclusion that the increased charge from Janu- 
ary lst should not be made; in a few cases accounts had been 
issued at the increased rate, but the necessary adjustments 
would be made when the next accounts were sent out. The 
balance of the debentures were to be repaid on the following 
Monday, and the preference &hares would then be practically 
in the position of a first charge on the undertaking. Orders 
were placed for new generating plant early last year, but 
owing largely to the moulders’ strike it had not yet been de- 
livered. They hoped to receive it before next winter's load 
came on. After referring brietly to the Electricity Supply Bul 
and the appointment of the Commissioners, the Chairman said 
that they had associated themselves with other London com- 
panies in putting forward a scheme for the supply of electri- 
city to the London area, and the engineers were now prepar- 
ing it, which, if approvad, would be put before the Electricity 
Commissioners. Clause 8 of the Act said that one of the 
duties of every joint electricity authority constituted under the 
Act was to provide or secure the provision of a cheap and 
abundant supply of electricity within its district. Finance, 
however, would be the great difficulty. When they considered 
that in London 42 per cent. of their total costs for generation 
and supply of electricity were due to capital charges. and 
that the construction of generating stations would be, at pre- 
sent prices, approximately from £25 to 430 per Kw.—the 
cost of the erection of a large station, sav, of 200.000 Kw. 
would therefore be some five or six millions, to which had 
to be added the cost of mains and transforming plant—they 
would readily see how important it was that the companies 
should utilise their existing resources to the largest possible 
extent compatible with efficienev and economy. They had in 
the station of the Central Electric Co. at Grove Road a 
station. that compared verw favourably with the best in. the 
country. and every care had been taken that it was kent quite 
up to date. Orders had been placed for more generating ma- 
chinerv of a much larger size than they had heretofore used, 
and this would still further add to its efficiency. and enable 
it to meet the great demands for supply in bulk which ap- 


eared to be coming upon it. Mention was made in the 
ing's Speech of the proposal that a further Bill was to be 
brought forward by the Government. They did not know 
what the nature of this new Bill might be. The Government 
would be well advised, considering the present condition of 
the finances of the country and the prevailing high taxation, 
to leave expensive schemes such as these, which would 
amount to 300 or more millions, to private enterprise and 
existing undertakers, under the guidance of the Commis- 
sioners. In any case it was to be hoped that the Commission, 
now that it was constituted, would be allowed time to ex- 
aiuine into present conditions and advise as to the best wav 
of dealing with them before new proposals were formulated 
by the Government. The meeting approved of a resolution 
Increasing the directors’ fees. 
At the annual meeting held on Febru- 
Liverpool Over: агу 24th, Mr. Н. C. Woodward, who pre- 
head Railway sided, said that railway nationalisation 
Ce. seemed to be hung up for the present. 
The one cheerful feature in their experi- 

ence was the vitality and growth in their traffic, which, 
though greatly stimulated by the requirements of the war 
period, showed no falling off, as might have been expected, 
since the war ended. The traffic figures proved the immense 
value to the port and trade of [Liverpool conferred by the 
Overhead Railway, and the directors regretted that circum- 
stances entirely beyond their control prevented the share- 
holders from reaping their due reward in the shape of in- - 
creased return on their invested capital. Extensive repairs 
were needed both to railway and tramway, but with ma- 
terials difficult to procure and shorter hours being worked, 
progress with such was slow. A sharebolder called attention 
to the condition of the tramway track, and in reply the Chair- 
шап said it was most difficult to get repairs done nowadays, 
or to get new rails. The company’s trainway lease was run- 
ning, to @ close, and they would have to make a fresh ar- 
rangement with the Crosby Council ав to its renewal. Until 
an agreement was arrived at they could not do much more 


than patch. 

Mr. H. St. J. Winkworth presided at 
South Metro- the annual meeting on February 25th, and 
olitan Electric said that the reduction of 8 millions in the 
ight & Power units sold was entirely accounted for by a 
Co., Ltd. reduction in bulk supply, which was less 
than half what it was in 1918. This de- 
mand was steadily recovering, the returns of the last few 
months having shown a regular and continuous improve- 
ment. Owing to the falling off in bulk supply and to the in- 
crease in the lighting demand the average price obtained had 
risen from 1.584. to 2.47d. The net results were satisfactory: 
For 1919 the gross receipts at the Lewisham showroom were 
£25,000, and there were 7.385 transactions. Coal cost 
£59,951, against £72,897, a reduction of £12,946, due to the 
sinaller output. The total expenditure of the year was 58 per 
cent. of the receipts, as against 62 per cent. in 1918, but the 
amount carried to net revenue was £70,109, against £63,387 
for 1918. The work of installing the larger and more efficient 
turbo-alternators at the power house was now completed. 
Certain plant, which was no longer of service, had been dis- 
posed of, and the capital account written down. The power 
house at Greenwich had now been brought up to date, the 
older plant having been replaced by modern plant of high 
efficiency. The business of the West Kent Co. had been ad- 
versely affected by the reorganisation of works and factories, 
to which a supply was being given, froin war to peace re- 
quirements. After referring briefly to the Electricity Supply 
Bill and to the resignation of Mr. H. W. Bowden, the speaker 
said that the prospect for the current year was favourable. 
There was marked activity in all sections of the business. On 
the other hand, the increased cost of machinery, mains and 
materials, the abnormal tinre for deliverv, and labour unrest 
were very serious handicaps. Several new housing schemes 
were under consideration on estates in the company's area of 
supply, and the company was in negotiation with the I.. C. C. 
and the local authorities concerned with a view to the instal- 

lation of electricity in the proposed buildings. 


The receipts during 1919 were £692,364, 
a decrease of £67,901. Deducting direc- 
tors' and other fees and expenses £10,116, 
income tax £13,036, loss on foreign ex- 
change in respect of coupons £67,932, and 
commission and discount on issue of 5 per 
cent. three-vear notes 210.674, there remains £101,758, an 
increase of £920,102, plus £36,6% brought forward. The in- 
terest on 4} per cent. bonds, 5 per cent. three-vear security 
notes, amount paid under guarantee on C.L.R. assented 
stocks, and interest on 6 per cent. first cumulative income 
debenture stock, absorb £942,643. There are paid 3 per cent., 
plus income tax, for the June half-vear, and 1 ner cent., plus 
income tax. for the December half-vear, on the 6 per cent. 
income bonds, requiring £361,7f7, leaving 422.939. The re- 
port contains a summary of the results of the associated 
companies. Tt is stated that the Metropolitan District and the 
London Electric Railway Companies have, between themi, 
ordered 140 additional carriages, and jointly ordered an addi- 
tional 15.000 Kw. turbo-alternator for the Lots Road generat- 
ing station at Chelsea. A new subway is being constructed 
at the Charing Cross station for the purpose of improving the 
exchange facilities. The L.G.O. has ordered 500 omnibuses 
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of an improved type. The L. U. and the M. Elec. Tramway 


Co.'s have reconstructed considerable portions of their tram- 
way tracks. The L. U. T. has completely overhauled the whole 
of its rolling stock. The Associated Equipment Co., Ltd., 
is extensively engaged in the manufacture of commercial 
lorries; the output for 1919 was £2,732,990, and orders for 
£1,600,188 are now on the books. The output was only 98 
per cent. for the L. G. O. and 72 per cent. for outside custoniers. 


Tramways, Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Viscount Chilston 
presided at the meeting of this company held on February 
27th. After referring to the various undertakings of the 
company. he said that in July last shareholders were in- 
formed that in order to cope with the large demand for elec- 
tricity & new generating station was to be erected on the 
Avon for the Leicestershire & Warwickshire Electric Power 
Co., and extensions to other power stations and cable systems 
of all the companies were necessary. The extension works 
then contemplated were in progress, and certain works, in- 
. cluding the Avon power station, were nearing completion. 
The directors were about to make an issue of 247,900 additional 
ordinary shares for payment towards these exteneions works. 
The high prices of fuel had been felt by all power users, as 
well as by power companies, and the effect had been to create 
an unprecedented demand for a supply of electrical energy 
to-day. Industrial power users were clamouring for a supplv 
owing to the costs per H.P. of tbe small separatelv-owned 
plants having increased in greater ratio than the costs of the 
large central supplv authorities. By the end of this year 
the company should have business which would produce a 
net revenue of about £80,000 per annum. They were verv 
satisfied with the progiess of the business at the present 
moment, and bad every reason to anticipate a successful vear. 


Northampton Elect ic Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Sati«- 
factory progress in spite of changing industrial conditions and 
the increasing costs. The Hardingstone Junction generating 
station began to come into operation in the spring of 19189, 
and nearly the whole of the company’s output is now 
generated there. The anticipated economy in generating costs 
nt the new station is being fully realised. 50.000 B” shares 
were offered for subscription in October at 90s. 6d.. and the 
issne was over-subscribed. The company has acquired con- 
trol of the Wellingboronch Electric Supply Co., T.td., on verv 
advantageous terms. The company began in November *o 
five & permanent supplv of all the current required for the 
Northampton Corporation tramways. Iäghting and heating 


additions: equivalent 10.164—32 watt lampe (total 109,570). 


H. p. of motors increased from 6,298 to 6.950. of which 4.434 
H.P. are let out on hire. Units sold increased from 6,233,019 
to 6.589.108. £9,000 to depreciation fund. £4,000 spent en- 
tirely out of income during 1919 for removal of machinery 
from the old to the new generating station. After paying 
5 per cent. preference dividend and 7 per cent. on the ordinarv 
(as against 61 per cent. for 1918), £1,110 is to be carried 
forward. | "M 

‘Tandon Flectric Supply Corporation. Utd.—The renort for 
1919 presented at the meeting referred to here last week 
showed a profit of £95.240. against £78,976. Adding 410 397 
hrought forward. less interest on temporary loan. &c.. EI. 27. 
the total was 2104.951. Debenture interest £23.494. dehentnre 
sinking fund, £16.580: 6 per cent. preference dividend, 226.952 · 
91 per cent. dividend on the ordinarv shares, 28.395; rererve. 
£19.500: contingencies, £5.000: carried forward, £11.50. 
Units sold 49.907.637, as against 46.357 227 in 1918: total costa 
ner unit sold 1.17d., against 14. in 1918. Average receipt per 
unit sold (lighting and power) 1.60d., against 1.35d. 


General Flectric Ca., J.td.—At an extraordinary general 
meating held on Monday the resolutions passed on February 
]4th (Errc. Rev., February 90th. p. 247) were confirmed. 

The prospectus is to appear to-dav (Friday) inviting sub- 
e-riptions for the issue of 1.600.000 7} per cent. B' cumn- 
Istive preference shares of £1 each at par, and 400,000 ordinary 
shores of £1 ech at Ba. per share. 


Rushden & District Electric Supniv Co.. Ltd.— Number о“ 
e advanced from 179 to 993. Maximum load 385 
RW., increase 46 Kw. Unita sold 607,098. Dividend for the 
vear 61 per cent., as acainst 5 per cent. for 1918. £356 carried 
forward. Anxiliary plant now being installed to keep pace 
with demand. 

Direct Spanish Telegraph Со.. Ltd.—Dividend at the 
rate of 10 per cent. per annum, less tax. on the preference 
shares: 5 per cent.. free of tax. on the ordinarv, and a honns 
of 3 per cent.. free of tax, making with 2 per cent. paid in 
October last. 10 per cent. for the vear. 

Prospectus.—Yorkshire Electric Power Co.—The list of 
nnplications was to close on or before March 8rd in an issue 
of £230,000—53 ner cent. redeemahle debenture stock at 88 per 
cent.. and of 2400.000 in 40.000 £10 shares at nar. The need 
for the new capital was explained in the report of the speech 
at the anunal meeting. 

Bournemouth & Poole Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—Final 
dividend of 7 per cent. per annum, less tax, on the ordinary 
shares, making 6 per cent. for the year. 


Brazilian Traction, Light & Power Co.—Ouarterly div | 


dend of 11 per cent. on the cumulative preference shares 


‘Electro Bleach & By. products, Ltd.—The directors of this 
company received an offer from Messrs. Brunher, Mond and 
Co., Ltd., to purchase from the shareholders individually all 
the preference and ordinary shares in the company by allot- 
ment of shares and payment of cash as follows: For every 
two Electro Bleach preference shares one Brunner Mond 
ordinary share and 8s.; for every two Electro Bleach ordinary 
shares one Brunner Mond ordinary share and 3s.; for every 
odd preference share 25s.; for every odd ordinary share 228. 6d. 
The sale of the Electro Bleach shares on the above basis will 
be ex the final dividecd for the year 1919. The annual meet- 
ing has been postponed pending a decision on the proposed 
exchange, and should the exchange be accepted the directora 
will recommend final dividends making with the interim 
dividends already paid 7 per cent. on the preference shares 
and 14 per cent. on the ordinary shares for the year 1919. The 
Brunner Mond shares exchanged as above will be entitled 
to the same dividends as the existing Brunner Mond ordinary 
shares as from January lst, 1920. The Electro Bleach directors 
recommend the acceptance of the offer. 


Notting Hill Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.—The report for 
1919 shows that out of 5,278 consumers 16 are supplied at 900 
volts. The equivalent 30-watt lamps connected increased from 
259,074 to 250,087. The available profit is £32,759. Of this 
£3,000 is put to depreciation, renewal, and reserve fund, 
£3,000 to special reserve, £1,792 is required for debenture 
interest, Kensington & Notting Hill joint debenture etock 
charges are £3,771; income tax £5,434; to be distributed to 
staff under co-partnership scheme £356. Preference divi- 
dend 6 per cent. Dividend on the ardinary shares 8s. per 
share, less tax, to compensate shareholders for loss in recent 
years. (The dividend on these shares after the capital arrange- 
ment in 1911 was at the rate of 5s. per share, but during the 
war it was reduced to 3s., and in 1918 it was passed alto- 
gether.) To be carried forward £1,784. Unite generated 
3,426,482; units sold 2,323,557: expended in distribution, trans- 
formers, and accumulators 1,085,925. Mr. A. E. Franklin has 
been elected chairman in place of the late Sir Wm. Crookes. 


Torquay Tramways Co., Ltd.—Mr. L. B. Schlesinger 
presided at the annual meeting on February 27th, and said 
that the results of working were very satisfactory. The 
financial position of the company was quite strong. The - 
traffic revenue was £8,200 better than for 1918, but operating 
expenses increased by £6,449. Passengers carried increased 
by 842.000, and made a record. They now had under con- 
sideration an application from the Transport Workers’ Federa- 
tion for an increase of wages. For the current vear the 
receipts so far had been well maintained. They had ten 
omnibuses on order for connecting Torquay with Newton 
Abbot, Teignmouth, Dawlish, &c. In view of the high cost 
of labour and material close attention must be paid to the 
reserve and renewal account. The dividend was 8 per cent.. 
against 7 per cent. for 1918. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has been asked 
to allow the undermentioned to be officially quoted:— 

Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd.—500.000 ordinary shares of £1 each, 
fully paid (Nos. 1,660.001 to 2,160,000). 

Lancashire Power Construction Co., T.td.—400,000 six per 
cent. (income tax free up to бв. in £) cumulative convertible · 
first preference shares of £1 each. 

Westminster Electric Supply Corporation. T,£d.—359,953 ordi- 
narv shares of £5 each fully paid (Nos. 310.101 to 350,054). 

The committee has ordered the undermentioned to be offi- 
cially quoted :— : 

Melbourne Electric Supply Co.. Ltd.—£12,674 additional 
consolidated ordinarv stock. 90, 7 per cent. first cumula- 
сте shares of £5 each, fully paid (Nos. 60,001 to 

.000). 


Metropolitan Flectric Supplv Co.. Ltd.—Capital expendi- 
ture during 1919 £53,805, making it £2,396,921. Gross re- 
venue £413,059, an increase of 464.333. Working expenses 
£242.693, an increase of £34,510. £69,486 to depreciation and 
reserve. Balance to credit of net revenue £100,951. plus 
amount brought forward and interest, &c., on investments, 
£119.510. After deducting debenture interest and preference 
dividend, and paving a total of 6 ner cent. for the vear on 
the ordinary shares, £4.441 is to be carried forward. New 
connections in 1919, 2,867 Kw., making 45,496 kw. Meeting, 
March 9th. 


Kensington & Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.— 
During 1919 the number of houses and shops connected in- 
creased Һу 936 to 5,409. and the equivalent lamp connections 
bv 30.604 to 603.219. Units sold 4,627,529. Net profit £13.529 
nlus £543 brought forward. After paying the preference divi- 
dend and 7 per cent. for the year on the ordinarv ehares, 
£1.993 is to he carried forward. The report contains refer- 
ences to the Electricity Supplv Bill similar to those in the 
reports of the Westminster and other companies. 

Canadian General Flectric Co., Ltd.—Quarterly dividend | 
2 per cent., and bonus 2 per cent., on the eommon stock; and 
nt the rate of 7 per cent. per annum on the preference for 
the half-vear. : ZEE | 

Vickers. Ltd.—Final dividend for 1919 of 21 per cent. on 
preferred 5 per cent. stock, less tax, 24 per cent. on 6 per 
cent. preference, less tax, and of 24 per cent. on cumulative 
preference, free of tax | 
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American Telephone & Telegraph Co.—4According to the 
Times New York. correspondent, stockholders ure to meet on 
March 30th to approve the increase in the capital from 
£100,000,000 to £150,000,000. None of the new stock will be 
offered at present. 


British Aluminium Co., Ltd.—lIt is stated that the direc- 
tors have decided to make a distribution out of the reserves 
by the issue of two fullv-paid ordinary shares for every 
three ordinary shares now held. 


Brompton & Kensington Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.— 
Final dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 17 per 
cent. for the half-year, making 12 per cent., less tax, for the 
year, £1,230 carned forward. 

Newcastle & District Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.—Divi- 
dend at the rate of 4 per cent. for the year, less tax. 


Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd.—Dividend 7} per cent., less 
tax, on the ordinary shares for 1919. | 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


THE Stock Exchange bas arrived at a halting place. Half-a- 
dozen reasons сап be put forward to account for the slacken- 
ing-off of business and the check thrown upon enterprise. 
The principal may be deemed the diversion of money into 
trade channels. Following this, the recent evidence in con- 
nection with the proposed tax: upon war gains has seriously 
disturbed the mind of the public investor, who, seeing the 
prices of his war stocks steadily falling away in value, has 
begun to ask with unmistakable anxiety whether the Govern- 
ment bave a scheme on hand which will amount to partial 
confiscation of national savings. The Budget looms in the 
near distance, and makes a third reason for caution on behalf 
of the capitalist, large and small. Other causes could be fur- 
nished to account for the depression that has developed in 
ost markets, a depression deepened by lack of fresh buying 
orders. The buoyancy so discernible in. the markets during 
the first few weeks of the year has given place to a more 
cautious feeling altogether, and people are inquiring whether 
shares are worth the money asked for them, instead of being 
content to buy on vague tips that the prices are sure to ро up. 

The electricity supply market would doubtless feel much 
more considerably the effect of the good dividend announce- 
ments, were it not for this prevalent dullish sentinent. Divi- 
dend results are certainly good, as those already chronicled in 
these pages have shown. ‘The City of London dividend and 
bonus make 5 per cent. more than was paid a year ayo, al- 
though the dividend itself of 10 per cent. 18 but 2 per cent. 
higher than that for 1918. In our tables of yield, we work 
out our calculation on a 10 per cent. basis, though it has to 
be remembered that there are still three years’ extra dividends 
- to be made up, and that on this account there may be a 
further 6 per cent. bonus to come by-and-bye. The Charing 
Cross dividend of 7 per cent. 15 3 per cent. better than that 
for the corresponding period. The London pays 24 per cent. 
on its ordinary shares, against nothing. Improvements of 
2 per cent. are shown by the St. James's and the Westminster 
companies. Increases of 1 per cent. are declared by the Chel- 
sea, County of London, Kensington, Metropolitan and. South 
London companies. The Netting Hill ordinary dividend of 
8s.. being 800. per cent. as against nil twelve months back, 
furnishes the star turn of the programme, and the shares of 
the last-nained have risen to 35s., on the announcement, а 
jump of about 10s. a share. 

The rest of the list is not much better than firm, but shares 
are difficult to buy, and with dividends included in the cur- 
rent prices, it is natural that holders should be reluctant to 
part with shares which they have kept, many of them, 
through the bad times, in the expectation that something will 
happen of the sort upon which we are now commenting. 
Moreover, there is scope for further improvement, and with- 
out waxing unduly optimistic, it is reasonable to expect that 
the present rates of dividend, excellent as they are compared 
with recent achievements, do not represent the full advantage 
which shareholders in the companies should derive by reason 
of post-war conditions. 

Manufacturing shares hold their ground; Underwriting 
agreements in respect of the forthcoming new issue by the 
General. Electric Co. were in circulation early this week, and 
the terms are one new share at s. for every three old. 
Edisons hold their price at 6s... and Electric Constructions 
ure another hard spot at 258. It is announced that Brunner 
Monds, following their acquisition of the Castner Kellner Co., 
have made a bid for the Electro-Bleach & By-Products, Ltd. 
Brunner Monds offer one ordinary share in their company 
and 8s in cash for every two Electro-Bleach preference, and 
for every two ordinary, one Brunner Mond ordinary and Зя. 
in cash, The directors of tbe Electro Bleach undertaking 
strongly recotnmend acceptance of the offer, and holders of at 
least 75 per cent. of each class of share must accept within 
four weeks of February 25th. otherwise Brunner Mond & Co. 
тау withdraw their offer. Castner Kellner's hold their price 
of £9. Home Rails are weak. Central London Assented 
ordinary is down 2, allowing for deductlon of the dividend. 


Underground Incomes, ex £1 dividend free of tax, are down 
to 74. There is no courage left in the market or in its cca. 
sional supporters. ! 

Eastern Extensions, Globes, and Westerns have all receded 
105. owing to the dulness prevailing amongst investment 
stocks. Globe preference, on the other hand, are } higher, 
and Great Northern Telegraphs moved up 30s. to 24, a more. 
ment the likelihood of which was pointed out here last week, 
and counteracting to some extent the steady decline which 
has been taking place during the past few weeks. Marconia 
аге also a better market at 33. Callender's receded to Ж. апі 
Telegraph Constructions are again £1 down at 38, the dividend 
disappointment still bringing in a few sellers. Automatic 
‘Telephones remain about 206., shares changing hands a few 
pence either side of the round sovereign. British Aluminiums 
have risen to 24, and are the main feature of strength im ther 
particular department. Amongst other industrials, the feature 
is the way in which prices in the iron. coal and steel market 
are advancing, in consequence of the bright outlook that opens 
out to the industry. Engineering ehares, however, have 
hardly participated so far. Е | 

In the Colonial and foreign section, Canadian General Elec. 
tric Common gained several points at 196. British Columbia 
stocks are weak, and Mexicans show further heaviness, the 
6 per cent. bonds of the Mexico Tramways Co. shedding 4 
points. There is little doing amongst Anglo-Argentine Trams. 
New issues continue to pour out in ceaseless streams. The 
offer of the Yorkshire Electric Co.——particulars were given in 
this column last Friday-—made its appearance a day or two 
ago. ‘There are several other electrical issues in coure of 
preparation for the investor. | 

The price of rubber has gone back to 28. 7d. per lb., and 
interest in the principal shares is meagre. ` 


Li ^- 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL OOMPANIES. 
Номи Exsoraiciry Companies, —— 
Dividend Price i 


e M March 2, їни 
1918 1919. 1020. Riss or fall. pe 


T 


Brompton Ordinary.. Te. „ 8 < fi} — s 1 6 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. vs 4 7 BÀ — 9 6 3 
do. do. do 4 Pref... 44 4 2 = 851 
Chelsea. . 2. „ Ti — OS 4 — 631 
сч of London T 8 R 10 14 — 7 210 
o. do. 6 per oent. Pref... 6 ^ — $4! 
County of London .. M is 7 н $ + § 8 11 
do до. 6 peroent. Pref, 8 в 9 — “618 4 
Kensington Ordinary .. 6 7 5} — вні 
London Electric  .. PE .. Nil, 24 ME 4165 5104 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 ^ xd + 8/- 8 11 ( 
Metropolitan... 3535 "met. Oe 6 a - 4 11410 
йо. A Rer cone Pref. .. 6 < 24 = 1186 
Bt. James’ an Mall. № n 64 ха +86 HAR 
South London 6 6 S — 118 
South Metropolitan Pref... > MEL. 196xd — + 737 
Westminster Ordinary ... .. 8 10 бф — 1810 
| TRLEGRAPES AND TELEPHONES. . : . 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. А ъъ" “tbe 6 3 6 * : 90 "i ~] xx 18 1 
do. Def. vs . 886 14 $ - 1851 
Chile Telephone .. .. .. 8 6 — 1382 
Cuba Sub. Or la 7 7 1 — «і 
Eastern Extension ... |. 8 10 19 — %21 
Eastern Tel. Ord. ada. 8 10 1985 — 7 
Globe Tel. and T. Ога. ..- .. 8 ш 103 — 1 531 
do. do. Pref, .,,_.. K б 92 11 . 68! 
Great Northern Tel. — 94 +1 73 
Indo-European ` .. | . 9 19 — — SIL 'e d 
Maroon .* 25 — i -+h 6 gn 
Oriental Telephone Ога. .. .. 10. — , c, — 416 0 
United R. Plate Tel. "—--- uu ^8 K 3 0 
West India and Panama .. М8 7-0 ц - >= 5111 
Western Telegraph... ...- ..- 8. 10 21] - 4 . 416.9 
i . "S Home Ras. — - 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 41а —2 8AF 
Metropolitan 1 2 ха — 1 515? 
do. Distrio 2 „ Ni NÌ- i8. | — i W 
Underground Eleotrio Ordinary.. Nil Nil 99 . +l Nil 
do, . do. “A” „ Nil Nil 6/6 — МІ 
do, do. Income .. 5 — Wxd' —1 = 
"EP Forzion Trams, 40. | | 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil Nil - em 
do. do. 2nd Pref. * — — 91 m ба 
до. do. 5 Deb. 5 68% — 715 0 
Brazil Tractions iv |. — — 53 == ae 
Bombay Electric Pref. · .. ses 6 6 183 44 14 ) 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. 5 5 6 -li 80 0 
o . de. Preferrred 3» 5 6i — 9170 
do. do. Deferred Ni 3 415 —2 6:11 10 
do. do. Deb. 5 61 —1 418 8 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds. NI M 97 —5 : An 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil Ec Nib 
Mexican Light Common . Nil Nil — NU 
do. Pre. Ni Ni 32 -4 № 
do. 186 Bonds. Nil Nil 833 ae т 
54 ` MANUFACTURING COMPANIES; lioet. 
Babcock & Wilcox ..  ..  .. 18 — — 442 
British Aluminium Orl. 10 — 1 + 45 41 
British Insulated Ord. — .. 2. 144 — 27 — 611 
Callenders .. ae aoe f “~*~ 25 LM 9 ` =: і 6 18 А 
EET 62 Pref, oe A + ee: б 64. 43 : — : $161 
Castner Kellner _., .. . . 20 — 4 — ME 
Crompton Ord. "uaa IE 29656 — 81710 
Edison-Swan, “A ” vus 10 - —. 14 m .8-0. 
do. do. 6 percent. Deb. ,. 5 Б — , 6 5 i 
Electric Construction ss .. 10 — т | ET sr 
Gen. Eleo. Pref, — .. з,  .. % е 19/6 ы 618 1 
do. Ord. ae oe ee 10 == 2 7 T " 9. : 
RS ee ee oe ee 25 = | nas : | : 
О, Pref, е ` oe ee ee 4 X f А 4 Е 4 
India-Rubber.. T (а - 10° 2 16 ii “л 
Met.- Vickers Pref, ee ee ee — 8 | A — 5 4 
Siemens Ord... ee oo ` eo 10° 10 30:6 sea ШП 0 
Telegraph Con, „ .. ee. W 90 28 —1 ч 5 | 


X 


* Dividends paid free. of Income Tax. 
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THE BUYER AND BUYING. 


(From a Salesman’s Point of View.) 


By “SALESMAN.” 


To one who has the good fortune (or otherwise) to be 
a salesman, Mr. McKinnon's article in а. recent issue 
of the Revirw*, coming as it obviously does from the 
pen of an inside man, is naturally of great interest. 

Mr. McKinnon is not the first of his kind who, in 
the fullness of his heart, has set forth his idea of the 
qualities that go to make the ‘‘ Admirable Crichton“ 
of salesmen, but the writer .does not recollect having 
encountered much in the way of criticism of the 
manners and customs of the buyer. | 

Perhaps this lack of criticism is due to the retiring, 
gentlemanly nature of salesmen, or it may be attributed 
to a spirit of caution, but in the humble opinion of 
the writer, the art of the buyer offers as wide a scope 
for the exercise of tact, politeness, &c., as does that of 
the salesman. 

Now, in offering the following suggestions and 
criticisms for the consideration of buyers, due attention 
has been given to the fact that in some instances a 
would-be keen and courteous buyer is heavily shackled 
by the uncompromising and conservative attitude to- 
wards salesmen, taken up by his management; also there 
is that bugbear of the salesman known as the contra“ 
arrangement, which kills all efforts on the part of the 
buyer to introduce goods which are often better value 
than those of a similar nature supplied to the“ contra“ 
account. 

Much might be written regarding methods of inter- 
viewing salesmen adopted by various firms, and in con- 
nection with this, let us consider the position of the 
salesman in relation to a firm with which he is trying 
to do business. 

Now, unless a salesman be a born fool (and such do 
not exist long on the road) he will certainly not ap- 
proach any firm without some ground for so doing, 
i. e., he must be selling something which may prove of 
material use, or be cheaper than a similar article in 
daily use by that firm. Therefore it is obvious that it 
is to the advantage of the latter at least to give him.a 
hearing, and that under circumstances which will enable 
him to explain himself properly, and not within hearing 
of competing salesmen. Du 

One would think that all salesmen were thieves, or 
worse, to look at some of the interviewing traps which 
are a regular feature in the offices of many large firms 
even to-day. This abominable ''trap "" method is one 
of the most awkward and overtly insulting systems of 
Interviewing known to the unfortunate salesman. 
Happily, however, these model booking offices are fast 
disappearing, and most firms of any standing have 
made far more congenial arrangements. Surely it 
should be possible to set apart a room to be used solely 
for the purpose of interviewing travellers. The 
room 80 reserved may be divided into two parts, one 
of which should be furnished with a few chairs and a 
supply of trade papers, &c., for the benefit of waiting 
travellers; the other section being devoted to the actual 
interviewing. Happily, many firms are adopting this 
arrangement, much to their advantage and credit as 
business houses. | 

Another stumbling-block to the salesman is the system 
of never granting interviews to travellers except by ap- 
pointment. Now, assuining our traveller has to do with 
a firm of this stamp, he naturally writes for an appoint- 
ment, and with what result? In nine cases out of ten 
his letter is ignored by the buyer, and should he get 
8 reply, investigation will often show that it was 
Prompted not by the buyer, but by some person, in the 
Works perhaps, who was interested in his proposition. 
_ Over and over again, a salesman will experience the 
joy of receiving a sharp letter from headquarters en- 
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closing & communication from a firm, on his ground, 
requesting information as to & particular line, the ad- 
vertisement of which has caught the eye of the buyer. 
The traveller immediately looks up his records and finds 
that he has tried that very firm perhaps three or four 
times, and been met each time with a blank refusal of 
an interview, as his proposition '' does not interest us.“ 

Would it- not be possible for firms to have appoint- 
ment cards printed stating clearly that if Messrs. 
Blank's representative cared to call at 11 a.m. on such 
and such a date he would be accarded an interview? 
The length of this interview would depend entirely on 
the ability of the salesman to interest the buyer in his 
goods, but it certainly should be part of the duties of 
a buyer to set apart so much time each day for such 
interviews. 

Regarding the contra arrangement already men- 
tioned in this article, the writer cannot forbear relating 
a recent personal experience. 

A certain large firm, upon receipt of a circular letter 
calling attention to a particular article, wrote for prices. 
by return. The quotation was duly forwarded, but 
nothing further was heard until the writer called upon 
the firm in person, and had an interview with the buyer. 
He was thereupon told that, while his prices were right, 


and the excellent quality of the goods offered was well 


known to the works engineer, it was quite impossible 
for this particular firm to pass him an order as they 
had “‘an arrangement with certain friends who took 
their goods. In other words, they had a “ contra ” ac- 
count with their friends. Now, why on earth did this 
firm give all this trouble without the slightest intention 
of doing business? А 

Oh, уе travellers and salesmen! Look out for the 
sample fiend ’’ who asks for a sample of this and a 
piece of that, very often without any clear idea as to 
what tests are required. Say, for instance, one is sell- 
ing electric lamps. Now, what is the use of supplying 
one lamp only, for test purposes? Ten to one the lamp 
is handled and fiddled with by half a dozen people 
before being put on test, and yet the writer has known 
a case where a certain type of lamp was absolutely 
turned down simply because one sample behaved badly 
on test, which it might easily do after having been 
shaken and turned this way and that by inquisitive 
clerks, &c. It should be stated that in this instance 
the buyer refused to order,a dozen or so lamps for test, 
although such is the usual practice. 

It is manifestly impossible for any buyer to be an 
expert judge of all the various goods which he is called 
upon to purchase for his firm, but he generally knows 
where to put his finger on a colleague who is in the 
position to give him expert advice and the samples a 
fair test. "That this is not always done is due very 
often to petty jealousy or the fear of disclosing ignor- 
ance. It would be easy for any management to instruct 
the buyer to send all samples to various expert members 
of the staff, whose reports would be given due con- 
sideration when it came to a question of placing orders. 

The '' cheap " buyer is a nuisance to his firm, and 
is the prey of all manufacturers of shoddy stuff at cut 
prices. It has been proved over and over again that 
it is the falsest of policies to buy the cheapest goods 
simply because they are the cheapest, and vet there are 
hundreds of buvers who pride themselves on so doing. 

The writer well remembers a case which came under 
his own observation where cheap buying eventually 
proved a most expensive business. In this instance cer- 
tain gear was required for a switchboard, and inquiries 
were sent to half a dozen firms. The buyer, who was 
of an economical persuasion, to put it mildly, ordered 
up from the firm which sent in the lowest quotation, 
without referring the matter to those who could have 


814 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[vol. 86. No. 2,206, MARCH 5, 1920. 


advised him better. Result, the gear was delivered in 
several separate lots, all hopelessly mixed up, and was 
of the very flimsiest description. Two well-paid men 
had to devote a day or more to the sorting of this 
rubbish, and the correspondence on the subject was 
endless. | 

The buyer who cannot say ‘‘ No’” is easily the worst 
type of buyer with whom the salesman has to contend. 
He will listen pleasantly to all one has to say, he will 
express great interest in samples, &c., and will bid 
one quite & touching farewell, promising faithfully to 
forward an order in the course of a post or so.” 
Then he will hie him back to his office with the express 
intention of forgetting all about it. A downright 
No“ is far preferable to this sort of thing, yet the 
type of buyer referred to is by no means uncommon ; 
he is, however, very much disliked by salesmen. 

No reasonable salesman objects to fair criticism of 
his goods always provided it is fair, and does not 
seem to echo the voices of competitors. Many valuable 
hints are often given in this critical spirit, and if the 
salesman be wide awake he will pass the information 
thus acquired on to his headquarters for the considera- 
tion of the management. 

It is the querulous critic who views all new goods 
with a jaundiced eye, who can see no good in anything 
which differs from that which he is already buying; 
it is such as this that even the most persistent salesman 
will in time learn to avoid, and incidentally, of course, 
the hypercritic may therefore one fine day miss a good 
thing, and wonder why. 

Who does not know the cheery buyer who will tell 


‘one in mournful.accents that: '' No, there is nothing 


for you to-day," but (in a delighted tone), 1 have 


just given Messrs. So and So's man an order for £200's 


worth of stuff '— Меввгв. So and So being, of course, 
one's competitors. 

There is yet another type of buyer whose ways are a 
source of much trouble to the salesman. This buyer 
will obtain quotations for certain goods on the distinct 
understanding that the prices are good for acceptance 
within a certain period only. For no apparent reason 
whatever, our friend the buyer will hold his order back 
for several weeks after the time limit for that price 
expires, and will be mightily upset on receiving an 
intimation to the effect that ''prices have advanced 
50 per cent. since our quotation of the ——.”’ 

Lastly, every salesman knows the buyer who, by fair 
promises and a sympathetic mien, will draw out of him 
full particulars as to prices, &c., and will, upon the 


first opportunity, transmit this intelligence to a com- 


petitor with whom һе (the buyer) may be on good terms. 
This may be good business, but it breeds distrust, and 
should the offending buyer at any time be forced to turn 
to a victim of such practice for help in a time of bad 
deliveries, &c., he will not receive much consideration. 

In conclusion, the writer would say that, while undue 
interference with the buyer, by his superiors, is to be 
deplored, in the majority of cases a great deal too much 
is left to be decided by that individual’s personal likes 
and dislikes, with the result that very often an unscru- 
pulous salesman (there are such, sad to relate) will so 
ingratiate himself as to exclude his more honourable 
competitors. 


THE BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR. 


(Continued from page 265.) 


‘BIRMINGHAM. 


THE comprehensive section of the Fair that was held 
at Birmingham (Castle Bromwich) under conditions 
that peculiarly favoured such an effort was representa- 
tive of most of the staple manufacturing trades of the 
Midlands. Not all the district’s manifold trades were 
represented, but it was symptomatic of the newer spirit 
of manufacturers that, with order books full beyond 
the immediate capacity of execution, a majority of the 
lending firms should be found making determined 
efforts to extend their markets, both at home and 
abroad. The majority of the most important industries 
of Birmingham and South Staffordshire had their mart 
at their door, and if it served no other purpose, the 
Fair afforded an opportunity for manufacturers to 
feel the pulse of the markets of the world, and to ascer- 
tain the descriptions of goods that will sell best there. 
All three sections of the Fair close to-day. 

The promoters of the Birmingham section of the Fair 
were the Municipality and the Chamber of Commerce, 
and the details were worked out by a council consisting 
of leading business men, and including Mr. R. A. 
Chattock, city electrical engineer. 

The stands, of which there were some 630, including 
about 90 devoted either exclusively or partly to elec- 
trical apparatus, were allocated on a plan which 
brought exhibitors in the same industry together, and 
to a considerable extent it was arranged that allied 
trades were near neighbours. 

The electric fire and stove exhibits were much less fully 
representative than those of gas heaters, but there were 
some neat examples of electric fires and cooking ranges, 
whose ease of manipulation, cleanliness, and general 
efficiency need no elaboration. Electric heaters, radia- 
tors, and stoves were exhibited on 13 separate stands, 


while domestic electrical accessories and fittings were to 
be seen on 10 stands. On the lighting side, electricity 
had the premier position, and many firms showed 
beautiful and efficient fittings for use in public build- 
ings, private houses, steamships, and for industrial 
lighting purposes. No fewer than 36 stands included 
electric lighting fittings, but only one stand was seen on 
which arc lamps were on view. 


On the principle that measuring and weighing machines are 
of great importance in the matter of profit protection, the 
section of the Fair dealing with such apparatus was of much 
interest, and the exhibit of Mrssrs. W. & T. Avery, Lrp., 
Birmingham, which consisted of road weighbridges, solid and 
liquid weighing machines, various types of platform machines 
(in foreign standards), counter scales, counting machines, 


testing machines, &c., received well merited attention. 


Messrs. SrEWanRTS & LLoyps, Їлр., Birmingham, had a 
comprehensive exhibit of solid drawn and lapwelded steel 
pipes for all purposes, including an 84 per cent. lap welded 
steel pipe with a Vulcan ” joint for water power purposes; 
a high-pressure steam pipe for 350 lb. per sq. in. working 
pressure, & patent long sleeve welded joint, tramway poles, 
boiler tubes, and various kinds of coils, &c. 


Firms that exhibited sparking plugs, cases, and adapters were 
Messrs. J. B. Brooks & Co., LrD., FORWARD SprankiNG PLUG 
Co., APOLLO PLUG MANUFACTURING Co., Lap., HOWARD S. 
Cooke & Co., SPHINX MANUFACTURING Co., all of Birming- 
ham, and C. Binks, Ltp., Manchester, IGNA ENGINEERING Co., 
LTD., Dudley, and FinrH-BnranLEY STAINLESS STEEL SYNDICATE, 
LrD., Sheffield. 


THe Lucas EvectricaL Co., Lro., Birmingham, exhibited 
Thomson-Bennett magnetos suitable for all types of motor 
cycles, and also the Magdyno' combined electric lighting 
and ignition set for motor cycles as described in our columns 
recently. 


THE British LIGHTING & IGNITION Co., Lro., Birmingham, 
showed '' Blic" magnetos for cycles and small cars, and for 
large stationary gas engines. 


Messrs. SIEMENS BROTHERS & Co., LtD., Woolwich. This 
exhibit included the more generally employed forms of dry 
batteries and primary galvanic cells аз used for all purposes, 
and formed а comprehensive collection of such batteries as 
manufactured by this firm. The company also showed various 
types of incandescent electric lamps. 
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Messrs. Warp & GOLDSTONE, Lrp., Manchester, showed a 
wide range of their manufactures and supplies, among which 
were the following: high and low-tension automobile ignition 
cables, brass, nickel and aluminium armoured lighting cables, 
electric lighting flexible cords, tough-rubber sheathed cables, 
flexibles, bell wires, telephone wires, silk, cotton and 
enamelled instrument wires. Two sizes of country house 
lighting plant were also shown, one being the 350-watt set, 
comprising 1-H.P. engine and belt driven dynamo, and the 
other a 3-H.P., 1, 500-watt set, direct coupled. Switchboards 
for use with this plant were also shown. The T.R.S. wiring 
system consists of flexible conductors under a flat tough- 
rubber sheathed covering. This cable can be used for surface 
wiring, and is fitted in position by means of brass saddles, 
insulated with fibre. The T. R. S. patent connector box, which 
forms the really novel part of this system, enables the instal- 
lation to be made without & soldered joint of any kind. The 
system does not require the skilled labour necessary to fit 
screwed tubing or casing, neither does it necessitate sinking 
in the wall or ceiling. The Voltalite self-generating elec- 
tric cycle lamp was on view, and although this cannot claim 
to be а novelty, inasmuch as it has been manufactured now 
for some 15 years, it is stil an article of considerable in- 
terest, and we understand the demand is greater than ever. 
'" Volex dry batteries were shown, and a large range of 
motor cycle lighting sets operated from Volex dry batteries. 
Among this range there is a simple headlamp lighting set, 
also the head and tail lamp lighting set, and the head. side, 
and tail lighting set. The dry batteries fit in a metal con- 
tainer, with the switchboard on top, and this metal container 
drops into the bottom of the side car, the wiring to the head, 
side; and tail lamps being provided with the outfit, and of a 
very simple nature. Many of these sets have been used one 
or even two years without the necessity of replacing the bat- 
tery, which replacement can be made in a few minutes as the 
containers take the standard 4-volt '' Volex Aero dry battery. 
A variety of Izolex fuse boards, the firm's fuse units, main 
&witches, and other ironclad switch and fuse gear, as well as 
such lines as pocket voltmeters, ammeters, switchboard type 
instruments, medical coils, and other novelties were also to be 
seen. 


THE BIRMINGHAM PRIVATE TELEPHONE (NEW System) Co., 
LtD., Birmingham, exhibited a large selection of automatic 
intercommunication telephones of various types, including the 
secret conversation, visual dial indication, &c., types. The 
"Leryngaphone," which is manufactured by the TELEPHONE 
MANUFACTURING Co., Lro., London, is з new form of tele- 
phone devised for rescue work in mines in conjunction with 
breathing apparatus. Its special feature is that it enables 
the worker to carry on a conversation although wearing a 
gas mask. Fig. shows the complete mine rescue outfit. The 
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Fic. 1—LARYNGAPHONE MiNE Rescue OUTFIT. 


vibrations of the vocal cords during speech are collected by a 
transmitter strapped to the throat, which in turn reproduce 
corresponding vibrations in а receiver at each end of the line. 
The apparatus is also equipped with a signalling device, con- 

& of a Morse key and buzzer, which enables any pre- 
arranged code to be sent over the line should any failure take 

in the transmitter. A lamp is also fitted which per- 
orms the double function of indicating the state of the line 
and repeating the Morse signals. Suitable drums are provided 
on which the flexible cable, specially insulated to withstand 
abnormal conditions, is wound; the apparatus can be used by 
two or more rescuers operating together. The transmitter 
and Tecelver are made as far as possible of aluminium, and 
are very light, the size being only 13 in. in diameter by 1% in. 
in length. The flexible cable runs between two rollers, and 
on the drums a handle is fitted for rewinding. The outfit 13 
contained in a teak case fitted with an open hinged front and 
10; its dimensions are 1 ft. З in. by 7 in. by 8 in., and the 
total weight is 14 Ib. When the case is lifted an auto cut- 
out disconnects the battery. The signalling switch is oper- 
ated by pressure of the lower jaw of the wearer. The com- 


bined transmitter and receiver is contained in a weather-proof 
case, and is adjustable against the larynx; a flexible tube 
conveys sound from the receiver to the ear, and by means of 
moulded longitudinal grooves in the ear tube free ventilation 
and equal air-pressure on the ear drum is obtained? 
eneral diving equipment consists of a semi-automatic in- 
icator switchboard and central battery situated in a position 
convenient to the air pum | 
switches correspond with the maximum number of divers who 
may, at any one time, be down together. Each diver and 


‘the pump attendant are respectively provided with a diver's 


equipment. The pump attendant connects the set he is wear- 
ing to the switchboard, and the cables passing through tbe 
various divere' airlines are also connected up to the line ter- 
minals on the switchboard. The operation of the switchboard 
is novel and deserves special attention. The visual indicators 
also act as automatic switches. Thus, when a diver signals 
up and drops his indicator, the falling of the indicator im- 
mediately switches his speaking circuit on to the operator, 
and as the operator is permanently connected to the switch- 
board he is bound to hear what the diver has to say. The 
signal is made by the diver dropping his lower jaw to the full 
extent, which operates the signal switch. If, on the other 
hand, the operator wishes to speak to the diver, he mechanic- 
ally drops the appropriate indicator by depressing the corre- 
sponding switch control, and thus is able to immediately 
speak to the diver in question. Should one diver require the 
assistance of another he signals the operator who, by depress- 
ing the other man's control switch, enables both divers to 
converse freely (he overhearing the conversation), and they 
can be left in communication, if necessary, to aid their co- 
operation. In the event of an emergency the attendant, by 
depressing a button, drops all the indicator switches simul- 
tuneously and can thus speak to all the divers at once. The 
above are only a few of the utility points of the Larynga- 
phone diving outfit. To those intimately associated with 
the ramificatiqns of the diving industry many other applica- 
tions will suggest themselves. 


Messrs. J. Н. Tucker & Co., Lro., Birmingham, showed 
accessories for lighting and power, ironclad gear, switchboarda 
and switchgear generally. In the centre of the back wall of 
the stand was & handsome white marble board on which were 
mounted numerous examples of the switches, fuses and other 
gear used in switchboard building. Fuses of many different 
patterns and ranging in size from lb-amp. to 1,000 amp. we.e 
shown, whilst switches of the firm's N. K.“ and O. K. 
patterns were also shown in a variety of sizes from 15 amp. 
to 1,000 amp., and in single, double and triple pole, single 
throw and change-over and other forms. Battery regulating, 
shunt regulating and voltmeter switches werc also shown. The 
firm also showed & complete standard accumulator switch 
board, 5 of ammeters, voltmeter, voltmeter switch, 
charge and discharge battery regulating switches, automatic 
battery cutout, main double pole switch and fuses for dynamo 
and also for lights mounted on enamelled slate for 
use in conjunction with batteries and lighting sets for 
country house lighting and similar purposes. A wide 
range of samples of ironclad switches and fuses for 
house, works and other industrial purposes were shown. 
The switches, shown in single, double and triple pole, 
varied in sizes from a 5-amp. ironclad and water- 
tight to 100-amp., and were of the turn,” push and pull," 
and other types. A special feature was the Tucker patent 
quick make and break ironclad switch, which was 
shown in two sizes—25 and 50 amps., and with and without 
D.P. fuses. The design of this switch case permits of it being 
used with either a large central tapped hole each end for the 
incoming and outgoing cables, or two smaller holes. This is 
effected by means of interchangeable and removable adapters, 
which can also be provided with recessed bodies and wood 
bushed holes for sealing hygroscopic cables and with water- 
tight glands. A large number of diffesent patterns of ironclad 
fuses were shown, switches for sunk and surface work, with 
plain, fluted and ornamental covers, with china and locked 
covers. One-way, two-way, two-way and off secret action 
combined switches and sockets were all shown in several de- 
signs and in a variety of finishes. Prominent was the firm's 
latest production in flat type switches, in Which both a quick 
„make апа a quick break action is obtained. This 
switch is in size and actual appearance precisely the same as 
the ordinary (quick '' break " only) flat type switch. In the 


lighting and power accessories section the firm showed samples 


of its lampholders, counterweights, ceiling roses, wall sockets 
and plugs, both ordinary ironclad and ironclad and water- 
tight patterns, cutouts, round and oblong, bell pushes, porce- 
lain connectors, 1, 2 and 3-pole B.c. and plug adapters, and 
many other similar articles. | 


THE Austin Motor Co., Lrp., Birmingham. This exhibit 
included the glandless petrol pump, in section, showing the 
ingenious method by which all glands are done away witn 
and leakage rendered impossible. Three sizes of generating 
plant for country-house lighting were show in operation; the 
0.75-K W. set was on view at the Ideal Home Exhibition, and 
was described in our pages at the time. The 8-kw. automatic 
set consists of a four-cylinder 6-H.P. engine direct coupled to 
a 27.5/22 ampere, 100/140 volt, 1,150 R.P.M., reverse compound- 
wound Siemens dynamo, both mounted on a cast iron bed- 


plant. The switchboard indicator 
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plate. The engine is cooled on the thermo-aiphon system, 
and the engine starts up on petrol; the change-over to paraffin 
is ellected by hand, but similar equipments are built in which 
the change-over ie automatic. In the case of this equipment, 
the pressure is kept constant by cell-adjustment, and not by a 
third brush as in the 0.75-Kw. plant previously described. The 
5-7-K W. automatic battery booster, fig. 2, consists of a twin- 
cylinder engine, 10-11-н.р., four-stroke, water cooled, direct 
coupled to a 5-kw., 46-ampere, 110-volt generator running at 
800 R.P.M., which in its turn is coupled to a battery booster, 
separately excited for an output of +40/0/ -- 10 volts, 46/80 
amperes, the three machines being mounted on one caat- 
iron bedplate; both the generator and booster are by. Sub- 
mersible Motors, Ltd. On the left of the three-panel switch- 
board is a starting panel for taking energy from the battery 
and starting the set up by motoring the dynamo. The 
right hand panel has mounted on it a double pole, double 
throw switch to enable energy to be taken direct from the 


FId. 2.— AUSTIN BATTERY BOOSTER SET. 


battery, ar from the battery and booster, or from the battery 
and booster in parallel with the dynamo. The centre panel is 
equipped for automatically shunt-regulating the booster so as 
to maintain constant Joading on the dynamo at 46 amperes. 
This current will charge the battery in the event of there 
being no load on the system or will distribute its current be- 
tween the battery and the load, or in the event of the load 
exceeding the output of the dynamo, then the dynamo cur- 
rent will assist the battery and provide current for the load 
up to a maximum of about 12 Kw. at 10 volts. The plant 
has been designed with the object of using a small generating 
set to run at full load during the whole 24 hours, a large bat- 
tery being installed to deal with the peak loads. The com- 
pany js perfecting а system for running an electric lighting 
set In conjunction with a gas producer plant, utilising anthra- 
cite or peat as fuel. By this means it is hoped to be able to 
reduce the generating cost to less than 1d. per unit generated. 


Tue CHLORIDE ELECTRICAL StoraGe Co., Ітр., Clifton Junc- 
tion, exhibited several small accumulators, as well as motor-car 
batteries, as described in our last issue, and a storage battery, 
composed of 55 glass cells of the S.L.G.7 type, each containing 
15 plates, for use in connection with country-house lighting. 
The battery had a capacity of 427 amp.-hours at the 10-hour 
rate, and was shown in operation, being charged by the Austin 
booster in the next stand and described above, and supplying 
energy to light two rows of exhibitors' stands. 


LONDON. | | 


THe EraNbEM Co., Lrp., of Wolverhampton, exhibited à 
collection of dry battery refills for pocket lamps and torches, 
cycle and scout lamps, military and police lamps, hand lan- 
terns, and reading lamps. Accumulators for the eame pur- 
pose were also shown, interchangeable with the dry batteries. 
Many pocket lamp cases of exceptionally handsome finish in 
printed metal and other materials were exhibited, as well 
as @ variety of small motor-car lighting accessories, &c. 


THE SEMAPHORE ENGINEERING Co:, Lrb., London, showed 
a variety of dry batteries for refills, as well as complete 
pocket lamps and torches, cycle lamps, and portable battery 
lighting sets. Other exhibits included round two-cell bat- 
teries of the sack type, of which many of the No. 10 size have 
been supplied to the Post Office, and samples of Solidite 
insulating composition made by Ше company. 


Tur Oxsit Evectricay Co., Lrp., London, showed dry bat- 
tery refills for pocket lamps and torches, &c. <a 

Messrs. Henry Harvey & Co., London, who specialise in 
all kinds of fancy goods made from sea shells, showed а 
selection of reflectors and shades for electric lamps of this 
material, which gives beautiful colour effects, especially when 
the lamps are alight. | v " 

Messrs. A. CHasE & Co., Lrp., Teddington, раа an exhubi 
of tapping keys, sounders, buzzers, pening ора, and 
various types of small motors for река working, suitable 
{ог the young amateur electrician, who by, this means can 
add immensely to the interest and effectiveness of his Mec- 
cano set or model launch. 


Tug Вемоімне Co., London, exhibited pc 
dry battery refills, electric toys and novelties. 

Messrs. Rose Bros., London, had a varied exhibit of ty 
battery refills for torches, pocket lamps, hand lamps, &, 
bell batteries, portable battery lighting sets, and signalling 
lamps. They also showed medical coils, tapper keys, accumt 
lators for hand lamps, and buzzer sets with signalling lamps 
Ingenious electric toys, boxes of parts for the young amatear 
to make up shocking coils, lighting sets, and telegraphs, ё 
were shown. 
wire frames for electric lamps, of which many artistic er- 
amples were exhibited. Various small novelties were shown a 
this stand. A dry battery converted into а hand lamp ww 
noteworthy, the lamp holder being simply fixed into the 
sealing composition, and the switch consisting of the usual 
brass spring, contacting with a brass catch; nothing simpler 
could well be imagined. бы ap 


Messrs. Сиғғоко Bros., Lrp., Birmingham, amongst a 
variety of non-electrical goods, showed samples of lamp 
holders of various patterns, of substantial construction, and 
good finish; they are also makers of tumbler and tun 
switches, adapters, &c., a class of work which they have taken 
up since the war. 


THE SILENT ELECTRIC CLOCK Co., Lro., London, had a stand 
filled with some 40 dials of various sizes, all controlled by s 
half-second master clock of their patent type; a special feature 
of the dial movement is that there is no possibility of over- 
shooting, the action being magnetically locked, while the 
absolute silence of the movement justifies the style of the fim. 
Other exhibits included a one-second master clock, and s 
inaster clock provided with means for synchronising by the 
Post Office daily time signal, or by the. hourly time signal 
of the Standard Time Co., of which type many have been 
supplied to the Post Office department. 


THe British Ever-Reapy Co., Lrp., London, showed dry 
cells and batteries in all their well-known styles, as well м 
small accumulators, and a wide variety of portable lampe 
and torches, hand lamps, reading lamps, inspection lamps 
cycle lamps, &c. Some of the hand lamps were fitted with 
Morse keys for signalling purposes, and others had the lens 
and reflector fitted on the end of the case instead of on the 
side, so that they would stand upright even when the battery 
was removed; one of these is illustrated in fig. 3. бу 
lamps in nickel-plated fittings formed an exceedingly popular 
line, and a hand lamp containing a battery which on emet 
gency could be used for ignition purposes was recommended 
as a useful stand-by on a motor car. Ignition batteries lor 
various voltages were shown, with the terminals oo 


et lamps ani 


ui 


ii ITE Т7 е 


ИШ ДИ — 
UARANTEE? 


i 


In 
wit 
‘ib 


Fia. 3.—Ever-ReaDy HAND Lamps AND BEL CELL. 


ith insulating composition, so. that if left knocking pit 
in the tool chest they could not be short-circuited. ordi- 
nary bell cell fitted with a simple attachment became 9 
poran hand lamp capable of giving from 50 to 70 hours 
ight according to size and type. The Flag cell s 
&c., is shown in fig. 3, as well as an accumulator hand lamp 
weighing 51 lb. | 


Messrs. Marcont’s WIRELESS TELEGRAPH Co., LTD., [шо 
showed their latest 4-KW. station, in which the ооа ^ 
valve was used as the oscillation generator; the exhib! ing 
marked by the total absence of any spark set, the ү 5 
used up to at least 3 Kw. The new direction-fin E: 
exhibited, and the Marconi-Osram Co. showed valves PP d 
1 Kw., while the Marconi Scientific Instrument Co. gar 
a variety of small apparatus suitable for the amateur, ding 
worker, but of excellent construction and finish, ine vee 
the Marconi multi-valve amplifier, with six amplifying areas 
and a rectifier. . PN B 

(To be continued.) 
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TRANSFORMERS AND COILS FOR X-RAY WORK. 


Tar following are abstracts of papers read and discussed st 
% joint meeting of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL. ENGINEERS, 
THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF MEDICINE (SECTION OF ELECTRO-THERA- 
PEUTICS), AND THE RONTGEN SociETY, on February 26th, at 
the Royal Society of Medicine. 


The Efficiency of Transformers for X-ray Purposes." 


By Regixaub MonroN, M.D. (Trin. Tor.), F.R.C.S. Edin. 

The chief object of this combined mecting is to explain 
our ditlieulty to the members of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers and the Röntgen Society in the hope that they 
may be able to suggest a more efficient means of exciting our 
X-ray tubes. The essential need of the radiographer 1s a 
supply of X-rays having a high degree of actinism: and with 
sumcient penetration to pass through the thickest parts of the 
body without serious loss of this actinisin. A "'eoft"" or low 
resistance tube gives off very actinic rays which have only 
à low power of penetration; we can increase this penetration 
by raising the voltage of the current applied to the tube, 
but only to a limited extent under present conditions. We 
can have more highly penetrating rays by using a hard" 
or higher resistance tube, but this is accoinpanied by an equal 
or even more rapid, falling off in the essential property of 
actinism. Г | 

With the aid of an oscilloscope and a rotating mirror some 
very interesting phenomena are presented for our study. The 
coil shows us a curve having the characteristies of fig. 1, while 
that of the transformer is shown in fir. 2, а rectified double- 
sine curve. In the one we have an alternating current quite 
unsymmetrical in both form and duration; in the other a 
вепез of perfectly regular sine curves. The first is the more 
efficient for our purpose, up to the limit of its capacity. We 
get more penetration and more actinism for a given current, 
greater steadiness, less heating, and a lonyer useful life for 
the Х-гау tube. A further point in favour of the coil current 
is that it will keep a tube working smoothly on a lower read- 
ing of the milliammeter. Every tube has a certain amount of 
inertia and requires a higher voltage to start it than to main- 
tain it in action; the sudden rise at the moment of “ break ” 
readily overcomes this inertia. 

It is generally agreed that penetration is dependent on 
electron velocity within the tube, which in turn is dependent 
on the impressed voltage. Thus, it would appear that the 
impression of a sustained high voltage on a tube in the best 
condition to ensure the greatest actinisi should meet our 
every requirement. By sustuined' I do not mean con- 
tinuous." The ideal current is one consisting of extremely 
high-voltage impulses, of very brief duration as judged by 
ordinary standards, yet sufficiently sustained to have an ap- 
preciable time factor. Such current as would pass through 
the tube by virtue of those lower voltages represented in the 
lower part of the above curves should be suppressed or 
diverted. If the voltage of the initial impulse be sufficiently 
high and sustained for even a small fraction of a second, one 
will be enough for any ordinary purpose in radiography. 

This being the case, the question naturally arises why the 
coil is unable to meet our requirements, considering the 
enormous voltage available at the moment of " break.” , The 
initial rush of current has a very high magnitude, but its 
duration is extremely short. This is partly due to the self- 
induction of the secondary, cutting off this rush of current 
almost simultaneously with its birth. It is also due in no 
small degree to something inherent in the X-ray tube itself. 
Notwithstanding its brief duration it is this impulse that 
makes the coil current so efficient up to the linnt of its 
capacity. It is the absence of any such high-voltage impulse 
that keeps the efficiency of the transforiner current so low. 
For the same current through the same tube, the top of the 
transformer curve extends little more than half-way to the 
highest point of that of the coil. 

Of the total radiation from a tube energised by a coil, 
probably no more than 20 per cent. consists of useful rays; 
energised by a transformer the proportion is probably less 
than 10 per cent. So long as the radiologist takes milhamperes 
as his sole criterion, quite regardless of how they are mado 
up, just so long will the further improvement of existing 
apparatus be delayed. Yet improvement in efficiency is not 
only possible but easy. and manufacturers will readily do this 
for us if only we make reasonable demands backed up by 
knowledge of what we really do want. As an instance of the 
present state of things, take the case of a certain mercury 
break to which is attached a mechanical rectifying device 
that has achieved some success. I arranged the rotating 
Wires to pass fairly close to the collectors, giving the latter the 
form of a sector. Following the lesson of the spark-gap. I 
sbortened the sector to a point, and finally altered it to a 
ball. Then I began to increase the clearance between the 
ends of the wires and the balls, and every alteration was 
followed by a gain in eflicieney, steadier action, less heating, 
and longer life of the X-ray tube. ЖИК 


Throughout the bodv of this paper, as distinct from the 
title, the word “ transformer '' refers to apparatus having % 
Ow d magnetic circuit as distinguished from the coil“ 
With ita open etraight core. 


Efficiency was improved (1) by the use of a spark-gap, (2) 
by increasing the resistance in the secondary circuit of my 
mechanical rectifier, and (3) by shortening the collecting 
blades in the Snook machine; all three being no more than 
the provision of one or more air-gaps in the secondary circuit. 

It being my firm opinion that the initial impulse is the only 
part of the cycle that matters for our purposes, this is where 
we should concentrate our attention with a view to increasing 
its height—quite feasible, as the success already attained witn 
the single flash ’’ coil proves—or by prolonging its duration, 
which may be more dithcult. So far we have only partly 
succeeded in giving it an appreciable time factor. If we could 
do this, even to the extent of a very small fraction of a 
second, the problem would be solved so far as the require- 
ments of medical diagnosis are concerned. I am disposed to 
regard what is known as the single flash " monster coil 
with at least a friendly eye. Nothing else is possible if one 
is to be consistent. Long before І had an opportunity of 
seeing one that is in regular use and the most excellent re- 
sults obtained, I had committed myself to the opinion. that 
the system was not only sound but in all probability would 
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ultimately prevail. At King's College Hospital, under Dr. 
Robert Knox, extraordinarily fine results are regularly ob- 
tained. The apparatus is a revelation of simplicity, silence, 
and high efficiency. Exposures are the same for all parts, 
only the intensity of the discharge being altered by the prum- 
ary resistance to meet the varying thickness of the different 
parts of the body. The best results are obtained with tubes 
of very low resistance, giving most beautiful contrast, a wealth 
of detail, and absolute sharpness of outline, even in the 
case of the heart. The effect of these intense dis- 
charges on the life of the X-ray tube is much less prejudicial 
than time exposures. It is my firm conviction that the future 
of radiography is bound up more or less inseparably with the 
single flash system, and manufacturers would do well to 
give this matter their very serious consideration. 


Fig. 2. 


. Problems of Interrupted and Fluctuating Currents. 
By Мазок C. E. S. Рипллтгв, O.B.E. 


THE velocity and quantity of the electrons in an X-ray bulb 
are the principal facturs controlling the design of electrical 
apparatus required for radiography. Since the potential 
difference between the electrodes of the tube deterimines the 
speed of the electron and therefore the quality of the X- 
radiation produced, the electrical problem resolves itself 
mainly into one of engineering. ‘The potential difference 
necessary is, however, exceptionally high, and the machines 
and appliances require to be specially designed. In addition 
to the requirements of medical practice there are other calls 
for highly penetrating rays; metallurgists are asking for a 
machine that will give 800,000 volts. For instantaneous radio- 
graphy in medical institutes large currents are also needed at 
these high voltages, so that the demand in this respect is, in 
fact, always ahead of the supply. In some cases the power 
put into the tube itself has exceeded 14 kw. On the other 
hand, there is the radiography of wood and a wide range of 
other uses necessitating only moderate electrical plant. 

The induction coil has much to recommend it. The sim- 
plicity and absence of moving parts are great advantages. In 
the interrupter lies our principal limitation, and our troubles 
are divided between it and the condenser. The shape of the 
condenser is of importance; of two condensers with the same 
capacity the one having long narrow leaves is not so effective 
as one in which the leaves are nearly square. 

One of the causes of coil breakdown during the war was 
fracture of the wax during transport. It is suggested that a 
fairly thin oil could be used as an insulator, thin enough to 
draw off before transport, and it should be possible to replace 
the oil without creating air cavities. The secondary ceuld be 
wound with No. 36 aluminium wire and thus save one-third 
of the weight of copper. An improvement from an Атту 
point of view could also be effected by using a removable 
core. A coil so designed would be extremely portable on 
account of the distribution of weight. 

The weakest point of a coil outfit is undoubtedly the con- 
denser. An alternative path should always be provided to 
carry off any excessive surges of current into the condenser. 
Recent experiments in thia direction at the War Office X-ray 
laboratory have shown that & condenser, while in use, тау 
be short-circuited through a water resistance (3 inches of tap 
water, using fine copper wires just dipped below the surface) 
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with a reduction of only 20 per cent. of the coil output. 
Three 16-c.P. 250-volt carbon-filament lamps in series joined 
across the condenser terminals proved quite satisfactory. The 
filaments glowed а dull red, and irregular surges of current 
were indicated by momentary brightening of the lamps, but 
there was no appreciable reduction of coil output, and the 
plan will, I hope, reduce condenser breakdown in future to 
8 inininium. | 

The value of the interrupted current that may be safely 
used with a coil is limited owing to the flare when the prim- 
ary current is broken. Interrupters are frequently imper- 
fectly designed and constructed. Experiments with tantalum 
blades are required, for in tests already made there is indica- 
tion that flare can by this means be reduced. Although tan- 
talum is not “wetted” by mercury, it nevertheless gives a 
perfect contact. The arc at break occurs in that case between 
the practically non-vaporisable tantalum and the mercury, and 
the speed of the motor assists in giving a sharper interruption 
of the circuit. In other cases the high surface tension of the 
mercury determines the suddenness of the rupture. 

The design of transformers has reached a high degree of 
perfection. Their electrical efficiency is remarkable, but 
where very high-tension work is concerned (as in X-ray tech- 
nique) and a rectifying disk 1s spun by a svnchronous motor, 
the weak spot of the installation practically always seems to 
be the insutficient guarding of the armature windings from 
induced surges of current. Earthing through a condenser, or 
other means of assisting the insulation of the armature to 
withstand the strain put upon it, is essential. The reliability 
of this type of apparatus in skilled hands is, however, re- 
markable. 

One serious objection to the transformer arises from the 
form of the secondary P.D. wave. A steeper P.D. wave is 
required. In 1895, and about six months before the discovery 
of X-rays, Messrs. Barr, Beeton and Taylor published a paper 
in the Electrician dealing with the question of changing the 
shape of alternator wave-forms. They keyed to their expert- 
mental alternator a special commutator called by them an 
injector, by means of which inductance or capacity, or 
both, could be introduced into the circuit at regular intervals. 
In this way remarkable distortion of the original wave-forms 
was obtained without sparking. It is suggested that the 
wave-form of the current for the transformer be distorted 
synchronously by keying an injector to а small synchro- 
nous motor and connecting it in series with the main supply 
and the transformer. In this way a wave-form could be 
obtained which would render the rectifving disk unneces- 
sary. The installation would not only be less costly, but 
would weigh less, occupy less space, and be highly efficient 
for the requirements of X-ray technique. 


High-tension Transformers for X-ray Work. 
By RussELL S. WriGut, M. I. E. E. 


THERE are probably very few scientific instruments on which 
so little systematic research work has been accomplished as 
the subject of this paper. We have not yet even reached a 
satisfactory classification as regards either output or efficiency. 

In the case of an induction coil, I am not convinced that 
we have, as yet, any means of ascertaining what the peak 
value of our discharge really is, as it 18 quite certain that 
the point of highest potential is only maintained for an ex- 
ceedingly short interval of time, and it is doubtful whether 
any recording instrument at present available will really 
measure it. There seeins every indication that the wave-fonn 
most suitable for radiography is not equally so for therapy. 
If this is the case, the question arises whether one instru- 
ment can be made froin which outputs of sufficiently variable 
wave-form can be produced at will or whether the same 
tvpe of discharge is always suitable even for, say, radiography 
alone. Our ignorance of what is really required is at present 
a bigger obstacle to progress than the corresponding problem 
of how to obtain it. I would sugzest that the time is now 
ripe for a definite move forward, and that radiologists, elec- 
trical engineers, and physicists should, so to speak, come into 
partnership in the attempt to solve a very baffling problem, 
and I would further suggest that the British Scientific Instru- 
ment Research Association ig the proper body to co-ordinate 
and direct the work of the three so as to produce reliable 
results. 

In the case of the transformer the problem 1s a simpler 
one, as we are at all events dealing with a curve of sinusoidal 
character. | | | 

In the original interrupterless machine as introduced by 
Snook, we had in fact a real sinusoidal curve with every 
alternate wave inverted. In the modern machine the curve 
has been somewhat modified and is no longer strictly sinu- 
soidal or even symmetrical, but may be represented as in 
fig. 3. The direct measurement of such a current by means 
of an ordinary moving coil milliammeter is both more correct 
and more consistent than is the irregular discharge from an 
induction coil. The conditions of work with an interrupter- 
less machine can be more exactly reproduced from day to day 
than is the case with an induction coil, and the readings of 
the milliammeter are more reliable. 

A closed-circuit transformer also adapts itself far better to 
the indirect measurement of its output than does the in- 
duction coil, for the simple reason that its electrical efficiency 
ig far higher and more easily computed. This question of 


efficiency is absolutely unimportant in one sense, but if it 
can be ascertained, it assists enormously in calculating the 
secondary output. 

I should be inclined to suggest that an A.C. H.T. transformer 
be taken as the basis on which to work, and that an attempt 
be made to classify induction coils according to their effective 
outputs for the purpose of the radiologists and compared with 
a transformer of standard size and efficiency. 

Assuming, therefore, that this suggestion is accepted, how 
should a transformer be rated? Before deciding this it must 
be borne in mind that what to an electrical engineer is a big 
overload is to the manufacturer of X-ray apparatus a normal 
condition, as in X-ray work machines are in practice only 
used to their full output for a fraction of a second at a time. 
An overhead rating 1s, therefore, perfectly justifiable, and our 
earlier machines were so rated by about 100 per cent., but 
when a machine was put on the market by an enterprising 
foreign firin rated at an overload of well over 1,000 per cent., 
I felt that the position was getting ridiculous, and I notice 
that now practically every responsible firm refrains from 
mentioning outputs in kilowatts at all. 

The life of both transformers and coils is far less than it 
was ten or even five years ago, and few of the equipments 
being turned out to-day will permanently withstand the strain 
of modern conditions. The continual use of a coil for “ deep 
therapy " is undoubtedly the most prolific cause of break- 
downs at the present time. 

If one considers that an output of, say, 3 milliamperes at 
a 12-in. spark-gap froin an instrument capable of giving, say, 
100 milliamperes, means that it is kept at a high potential 
on practically open circuit for long periods at a time, one 


Fra. 3. 


wil realise at once the problem we are up адаш. 
Examining the exposed end of a secondary winding in this 
condition, we can see that it is in a constant state of effluve 
and that the discharge is literally spitting away in all dire. 
tions. 

It is impossible to look at this effluve without feeling that 
sooner or later the insulation is bound to go, and go it in- 
variably does if the strain is continued long enough. Just 
now the position is made worse by faulty material, but in 
any case a coil or transformer, constructed to give a heavy 
output for radiograpliie work and with dry insulation, cannot 
be continually used for deep therapy without the risk of 
trouble. 

Various devices can be used to safeguard more or less the 
end windings, but the only real remedies are two: either we 
must wind an instrument for deep therapy alone, or we must 
adopt oil insulation. 


DISCUSSION. 


Prof. SaLoMoNsoN, who had come specially from Amster- 
dani to take part in the discussion, said that in practice he 
could not see any appreciable difference between the trane 
former and the induction coil. Quite as good а picture was 
obtained with the coil as with the transformer. Therefore, 
they should not decide as to the value of either apparatus 
merely from the point of view of the results obtained. Other 
considerations must determine the choice, according to the 
particular work in hand, such as whether it was special radio- 
graphic work or therapeutic work. Where extremely high 
pressure was required the coil was best, because it was 
cheaper, and if breakdowns occurred—as they inevitably did 
with either apparatus—the coil was more cheaply терге 
than the transformer. There was very little known regarding 
the efficiency of the coil or the transformer. He had de 
veloped a new method in which the secondary was connecte 
up to a tube through which a stream of water flowed, the 
water being heated by the secondary current. He measur 
the amount of water flowing per second, and the temperature 
of the water at the inlet and at the outlet, and from the% 
three data he was able to deduce with considerable accuracy 
the quantity of energy given out by the coil. He bad also 
developed a method for measuring the efficiency of tran* 
formers by taking two transformers and connecting them 
together on the high-pressure side. The energy put into t 
first and the energy taken out of the second were measure 
by ordinary wattmeters, and from the result it was possible 
to deduce very accurately the efficiency of each of the tant 
formers. Experiments on a transformer of the Snook type 
and one made by a German firm, both rated at 4 KW., gabe h 
efficiency of 0.9 in the case of the Snook, and 0.89 in $e 
case of the German machine as used in ordinary prac 
when they were loaded to their fullest capacity, the ade 
ciencies were a little higher. Measurements were also Ma 
on three induction coils in the same way, the average 
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ciency being about 0.8 in the case of certain German coils 
and a little lower in the case of a coil by a British firm, 
due to the larger quantity of insulating material used. With 
interrupted current the efficiency worked out to 0.68 and 
0.75 in two cases. When using a rectifier the efficiency fell 
to 60 or 65 per cent. When measuring the efficiency with 
the interrupter the results were a little worse, and the figures 
showed that although the quantity of energy put into the 
coil was increased to nearly double, there was only a slight 
increase of the secondary output, and the efficiency fell off 
to quite small numbers, the greater part of the current being 
absorbed in the interrupter. Therefore he agreed with Major 
Philips that the inte.rupter should be made a subject of 
serious research; he was convinced that with a better inter- 
rupter improved results would be obtained with the coil. 

Prof. FoRTESCUE said it had been shown that high voltage 
was necessary, and that it was useless to pass a large quantity 
of electricity through the tube at a low voltage, because this 
merely resulted in heating up the tube. Whether they used 
в coll or a transformer, some part of the current was at high 
voltage and some part at low voltage, but if the method was 
used which had been developed recently in connection with 
wireless telegraphy, viz., a hot-filament rectifier and a con- 
denser, it was possible that the whole discharge through the 
tube—at any rate with the Coolidge tube—could be at high 
voltage. In wireless telegraphy this method gave an efficiency 
of 60 to 80 per cent. It was true that at present this method 
did not go beyond voltages which would be considered low 
for radiographic work, but the method promised a means 
of getting over the difliculty that had been mentioned. 

Major G. W. C. Kaye thought it could almost be said that 
radiology was in a hopeless state with regard to units of 
measurement. There was no unit of radiation. At present 
the methods of measuring radiation were childish and ineffec- 
tive; во, also, were their methods of measuring current 
through the X-ray tube. They did not, as a rule, know the 
wave-form either of voltage or current. Not one radiologist 
in a hundred took the trouble to measure the voltage across 
the tube properly. The average radiologist usually contented 
himself with measuring the sparks between the points, but 
as the American Institute had recently shown, the ordinary 
point gap might be 300 or 400 per cent. in error on large 
карв, and the only way to measure voltage was by the use 


of sphere gaps, the spheres being as large as the maximum - 


gap which was to be employed. Experiments on measuring 
voltages by sphere gaps had shown that the efficiencies 
obtained in X-ray work were such as to appal the electrical 
engineer. They started off by having a 90 per cent. efficiency 
for the transformer and 50 per cent. in the case of the X-ray 
tube, but the energy they put into the tube had an efficiency 
of the order of 20 per cent. with a coil-driven tube, whilst 
in the case of a transformer-driven tube an efficiency of per- 
haps 10 per cent. was a fair figure. In these circumstances, 
it did not matter much what the method of exciting the tube 
was. They should put their heads together to remedy tnat 
state of things. | 

Dr. A. E. Barctay showed a number of slides illustrating 
the difference between a coil and a transformer for X-ray 
work as regarded output. He said the milliampere was 
utterly useless as a unit of measurement to the radiologist: 
the character of the impulse counted materially in the pro- 
duction of X-rays, and it was the first part of the impulse 
which counted; what came afterwards did not matter at all. 

Мг. В. C. CLINKER wished to know what was really shown 
by the oscilloscope—the voltage or the current of the supply 
to the tube. It was necessary to separate the ideas of voltage 
and current before it would be possible to get a clear idea 
of what would be supplied by the tube. Dr. Morton first 
referred to voltage in his paper and then to current. It was 
clear that what was wanted was high voltage, and the sug- 
feston of Prof. Fortescue was a good one. With regard to 
the work of Barr, Beeton, and Taylor, he thought a great 
deal could be done by working the transformer at a high 
magnetic density in the core and using a resistance in series. 
In that way it was possible to get alinost any wave required, 
and such a transformer would supply the same maximum 
voltage as the coil. 

Dr. OWEN said a new theory with regard to the coil had 
heen put forward by Prof. T. Jones, to which very little 
attention had vet been given. The concordance between the 
theoretical and practical results was remarkable. Coil makers 
ought to see what they could do to improve the induction 
cml on the lines of that theory before practitioners turned 
their backs upon the coil once for all. : n 
Dr. Harrison Orton said the cry for more and more milli- 
ттпрегез was one of the chief obstacles in the path of progress, 
послове the milliamperemeter was a misleading and unreliable 
mstrument. Why should it be assumed that the milliampere- 
meter reading of a transformer current indicated the same 
thing ак that of a coil current? From practical experience, 
it was evident to hin, that it was not so. The maximum 
impulse frorn a coil was of extremely brief duration, eo brief, 
in fact, that the milliamperemeter. as at present constructed, 
vag incapable of recording it, and he suggested that if the 
true miliamperage of в coil current could be measured it 
would probably be found that it was less efficient than the 
transformer. The superiority of the coil over the transformer 
üd not exist. At present he did all his therapy with the 
coll and all his radiography with the transformer, and that 


gave the most satisfactory results. The difficulty with the 
oil transformer was that it would not stand the overloading 
necessary to obtain rays suitable for therapy, and it was 
more diflicult to get replacements. For radiographic work 
radiologists required a inachine which would give a current 
of high potential for a tube giving a 12- to 14-in. spark gap, 
and it must be able to stand such a potential for very long 
periods of working, and enable the full dose to be given for 
four or five minutes. They wanted a machine to obtain 
radiographs at a greater distance from the tube and in less 
time than at present, and without an intensifying screen, 
and in designing such a machine the type of tube to be 
adopted must be taken into consideration. 

Mr. W. E. BURNAND said that the difference in results 
obtained with a transformer and a coil was largely due to 
the great rise in useful rays from the tube as the input energy 
was increased. If it was taken that the output of useful 
rays varied as the cube of the applied voltage and the curves 
of potential were plotted out, it would be found that the 
upper parts of the voltage curves were the only ones that 
mattered. The other chiefly heated up the tube. Major 
Phillips had referred to a million-volt transformer. He be- 
lieved that one or two of them had been made in the States 
and worked, but not fur long. They preferred to work at 
500,000 volts, but even then it should be remembered that 
the insulator would have to be 10 ft. long, and the apparatus 
would weigh 20 tons and cost £10,000. The amount of energy 
required in the tube was a comparatively small item. Although 
it was quite impossible with present-day materials to keep 
up the high voltage required for any length of time, it might 
be possible to develop an apparatus that would give it long 
enough to give a regular discharge from the tube, say, 1/200th 
of a second. The apparatus he proposed for that would be 
substantially a transtoriner with an air gap in the magnetic 
circuit and excited by a small direct current. By that means 
it would be possible to pass a direct current of 600 watts 
for a matter of, say, five seconds, and the energy represented 
by that would be stored in the air gap, not the iron, and 
would be discharged when the circuit of the primary was 
broken in 1/200th second. That would give a matter of 
200 KW. for that short period of discharge. He was con- 
structing such an apparatus. The thing would weigh about 
two tons, and if any enthusiast would like to bring his tubes 
and test them on it, when the apparatus was ready, he would 
risk the transformer. He had а variable air gap, so that 
the intensity of the discharge could be varied. as well as the 
quantity, and they could start up at a low value and increase 
it until one or the other busts up.“ 

Dr. F. J. HanLow said that the first thing to be taken into 
account in the question of the design of a generator for high- 
tension current was the tube. There was quite a difference 
in the characteristics of the gas tube and the Coolidge tube, 
and it was quite conceivable that the machine employed to 
develop the high-tension current would have to be different in 
both cases. He showed curves illustrating the difference in 
the characteristics of the tubes. He did not think the oscil- 
loscope showed the voltage characteristics at all, but agreed 
with Dr. Morton that the effect of the spark gap in the 
secondary was to cut down the low-voltage current. He was 
inclined to think that the proper wave form was one in 
which the voltage rose immediately to the high value, re- 
mained there for the time it was required, and then went 
back to zero, so that there was no low-voltage current passing 
through at all. Experiments had been carried out in his 
laboratory on absorption curves obtained from different 
machines. It would appear that the same character of X-rays 
was obtained from the tube under the different conditions, 
whether coil or transformer was used, but the energy which 
was put in in the two cases appeared to be absorbed entirely 
in the tube. There was the same radiation sent out by the 
tube, but the energy which was got from the low-voltage 
current was simply absorbed in the tube and was not emitted. 

It was decided to adjourn the meeting until a date in the 
autumn, to be announced later. The hope was expressed 
that during the interval experiments would be made in an 
endeavour to elucidate some of the points raised in the dis- 
cussion. 


Exhibition of Apparatus. 


In connection. with the meeting, some half-dozen firms 
exhibited X-ray apparatus, and we give brief particulars of 
the exhibits below. | 

Messrs. Watson & Sons, London, showed a 10-K.v.A. high- 
pressure transformer with a rotary high-pressure rectifier, 
and in this connection it is interesting to note that the first 
Government radiometallographic laboratory has recently been 
equipped by Messrs. Watson. The firm has decided upon the 
closed iron type of transformer, the insulation: being of the 
'" dry type. as opposed to oil immersion, and the firin holds 
the view that the future will sce a more general adoption 
of thé closed iron dry insulated transformer, As will be 
seen from the discussion on the three papers, it is a very 
difficult matter to estimate accurately the output of trans- 
foriners, either from an electrical or radiographic stand- 
point, but two types of this machine, as an approximate guide, 
have been designated ten and five K.v.A. respectively. The 
frequency-reducing device can be fitted to either machine, 
and is found to be of great advantage for screen work, owing 
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to the lessened heating effect on the tube. Its adoption is 
recommended in all cases where the ordinary gas tube 1s 
used. The rectification ef the high-pressure current is ar- 
ranged by means of a disk of special insulating material 
mounted directly on the shaft of the rotary converter or 
synchronous motor, as the case may be. The collecting seg- 
ments are arranged во as to utilise only the crests of the 
waves, thus reducing the heating of the tube to & minimum. 
Auto-transformer control can be incorporated. There was 
also exhibited & new instrument devised by Major G. W. C. 
Kaye in the form of a sphere-gap voltmeter. 

THE Sonus ELECTRICAL Co., London, exhibited a large num- 
ber of apparatus. A Solus centrifugal gas mercury interrupter 
designed by Mr. Eric J. Ward Watkinson, proprietor and 
manager of the business, is the only one of its kind. It 
consists of a revolving ring of mercury, with an insulated 
fibre ring with copper segments rotating in the mercury. The 
gas dielectric 18 claimed to be much cleaner than paraffin. 
A Solus Patterson fluoroscopic screen is а new screen 
from America, giving much greater brilliancy and fluorescing 
a mild blue. It is claimed for these screens that they are 
absolutely stable, the chemical coating not being affected by 
heat or damp, nor by the continuous bombardment of the 
X-rays. ‘These Patterson screens are intended for 24-hour 
service every day, and they are used almost universally 
throughout the United States. The Solus“ tube stand has 
а patent double ball and socket joint, and any movement 
of the X-ray tube may be made without undoing any clamp- 
ing device. 

1 1 Корак, Lrp., London, showed their Wratten X-ray 
plates. 

Messrs. NEWTON & WRIGHT, Lrp., London, showed Sim- 
plex X-ray apparatus, the feature of which is that all 
moving parts can be eliminated if an А.С. eupply is available. 
This feature is made possible by the radiator type of Coolidge 
tube, which has the property, within limits, of completely 
rectifying an alternating current, so that the apparatus can 
be energised by a high pressure transformer without the 
aid of any mechanical or other form of rectifier. When a 
direct-current supply only is available, a rotary converter 
can be included to produce the necessary A. C., but this 
machine need not necessarily be contained in the apparatus 
itself, but can be fitted in another room. In the Simplex 
No. 1 apparatus, the output obtainable has been limited and 
fixed in quantity, as by so doing it is possible to make the 
efficiency of the transformer so high that, while keeping 
the power employed within the limitations of ordinary elec- 
tric light wiring, X-rays of very reasonable volume can be 
produced. The apparatus can therefore be worked from an 
ordinary electric lighting socket, without any special wiring 
being required, and under these conditions an output of up 
to 5 milliamperes at a 5-in. equivalent spark gap can be 
obtained, according to the voltage of the supply mains avail- 
able. Owing to the output being a fixed factor it is only 
necessary to vary the time of exposure according to the part 
of the body which it is required to radiograph, and a eimple 
chart is being prepared, showing at a glance the exposure 
required. Ап interesting dental unit was also shown. 

Mr. CUTHBERT ANDREWS, London, exhibited modern gas- 
filled X-ray tubes with tungsten or platinum targets, and 
cooled by various means. Mr. Andrews claims to be the 
largest producer of X-ray tubes in the British Empire. He 
also showed protective appliances, including gloves, masks, 
aprons, &c., and glass, high-frequency electrodes, micro- 
scopes, and microscope accessories. All the apparatus on 
view: had been manufactured throughout in his own work- 
shops. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 
(NOT. YET PUBLISHED.) 


1920. 


Compiled expressly for this jcurnal by Messrs. Ѕұртом-Јомкѕ, O'Dart АМО 
TEPHENS (successors to W. P. Thompson & Co., of London), Chartered 
Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


4.640. Electric switches." Miptanp EEC TRI Manuractcrinc Co. and 
Н. E. SUTHERLAND. February 16th. 

4.641. ** Fastenings for hinged covers of boxes or cases,’ 
тїс ManuricturinG Co. February 16th. 

4.661. Attachment of dynamo for lighting side-car combination." S. G. 
Mein, February 16th. à 
4.6 2. Electrically-driven. mechanism." J. H. Hansen. February 16th. 
4,067. “ Storage batteries." G. J. van Swaay. February 16th. (Holland, 

February 15th, 1919.) 

4.676. '' Electrie-lamp mountings. L. T. Dixox. February 16th. 

4.079. “ Electric hand lamps." E. V. Haves-Gratze. February 16th. 

4.64]. “Control of excitation of dvnamo-electric machines.“ British 
THomson-Houston Co. and F. H. Сіоосн. February 16th. 

4.606. Selenium cells or bridges." H. F. KSichr. February 16th. 

1./713/4/5. *'' Electric transformers.“ Hacksripce Caste Co. and M. C. 
KEN FETT. February 16th. 

4.728. Electric irons," R. Cox. February 16th. 

4,737. ''Line selector switches for intercommunication telephone systems, 
&c.“ Е. W. Ноллкро, G. S. Hottanpn and H. E. HorLLAN o. February 16th. 

4.739. Valve transmitters for wireless telegraphy and telephony." A. К. 
Mackorik and G. ЅнвдкікС. February 16th. 

4,764. “ Protecting electrice cables and wires from being accidentally 
n е J. H. С. Brookinc and Sr, Herens Салви & Ressen Со, Febru- 
ary 17th. 

4,768. '' Sensitlve-preasure relays for amplification of sound waves, &c." F. 
W. Bases. February 17th, ' 

4.786. Adjustable carrier for electric lamps.“ Н. R. Нихркввом and D. 
B. McIsrosu. February 17th. 

4.788. '' Magnet for device for indicating during heating if a body has 
reached the critical point." G. S. Crawrorp. February 17th. 


Min AND EI. c- 


4,790. Electric fires." C. B. Kerstinc and L. L. Lang. February 17th. 

4,792. Electric incandescent lamps." J. F. Poynter. February 17th. 
4,795. Electric. induction-pas radiator." W. BOI ER. February 17th. 

4.799. Wireless communication.“ W. H. Eccres and J. H. Vincexr. 
February 17th. 

4,509. © Power-transmission systems.“ BRITISH THomsox-Hovuston Co. and 
Е. H. CrovcH. February 17th. 

4.810. Electric power- transmission devices." British THoMson-Hotston 
Co. (General Electric Co., U.S.A.) February 17th. , 

4.812. Sparking plugs.“ G. E. T. Arcner, Е. O. Ellis and S. E. 
TAvLIOR. February 17th. 

4.829. Automatic telephone systems.“ Aurouaric TELEPHONE. MANUFACTUR- 
ING Со. February 17th. (United States, April llth, 1919.) | 

4,832. “ Sparking plugs." G. E. Lemoine. February lith. (France, March 
19th, 1919.) 

4,803. ‘ Insulating splice covers." J. B. Hamilton. February 17th. | 

4.887. Connectors for cable suspension or straining means." G. V. Twiss. 
February 17th. 

4,915. “ Bonding-clips for electric wiring systems." J. C. Wurz. Febru- 
ary 18th. 

4,916. '' Junction box for electric wiring systems.“ J. C. Warme. Febru- 
ary 18th. 

4,919. '' Inspection lamp for viewing interiors of casks, cylinders, &с.” R. 
J. Lowrumas. February 18th. 

4.934. Locomotive or electric engine stop signal." G. Taytor. Febru- 
ary 18th. 

4.947. ''Governiag mechanism for prime movers.’ 
Houston Co. February 14th. 

4,950. ''Control mechanism for electric curs with pneumatic brakes.” 
WiksriNCHOUSE. ELecrkic AND. MANUFACTURING Co. February 18th. (.S. u. 
February 18th, 1919.) 

4.958. Primary cells and batteries.“ R. W. Crark. February 1&th. 

4.959. Electric heating apparatus." E. J. Harman and E. Le Bas. Feb- 
ruary 18th. ` 

4.965. Apparatus for holding X-ray tubes." Simens & Haske Акт. Ges. 
February lath. (Germany, December 28th, 1917.) 

4,970. '' Means for indicating at a distance movements of a shaft, &.“ 
Iokanic El. Eci Co. (Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co.) February 18th. 

4.979. Distributing terminals for ignition magnetos.““ FARRIOUES DES 
MONTRES ZENITH, SUCCESSEUR DE FaBRigues DES Мохткеѕ ДЕхїтн G. Favres- 
Jacot ЕТ Ск. February 18th, (Switzerland, February llth, 1919.) 

4.986. Bayonet Sockets for electric lamps.“ J. Weosmann. February 18th, 
(Switzerland, February 22nd, 1919.) 

4.991. Magneto-electric machines." G. M. Turner. February 19th. 

3.000. Process for production of flexible zinc." S. O. Cowrtk-Corks. 
February 19th. 

5.007. Electric incandescent lamps." F. Bricnovse. February 19th. 

5,008. Sparking plug." W. Duexpen and F. RicBy." February 19th, 

5,024. *'' Electric fuses, switches, &c." МїргАхр ELECTRIC MANUFACTURING 
Co. and H. E. SururRLAND. February 19th. 

5,025. “ Electric distribution fuse-boards, fuse-boses, &c." Міх лхо ELEC- 
тис Manuractcrinc Co. and Н. E. SurnEELAN D. February 19th. 

4,039. *'' Arrangement foc protecting telephone installations from currents 
of dangerously high tension.’ A. Pereco. February 19th. (Italy, Novem- 
ber 23rd, 1918.) - ‚_, bet bas 

5,040. “ Removal of iron from solutions containing aluminium. NORSKE 
AKTIESELSKAB FOR ELEKTROKEMISK INDUSTRI NORSK INDUSTRI НҮРОТЕКВАХК. Feb- 
ruary 19th. (Norway, February 22nd, 1919.) . 

5,051. “ Intercommunication telephone systems." L. C. Bycrave. Febru- 
ary 19th. : 

5.066. *'' Electrode-holders for welding, soldering, or brazing metals.“ W. 
Bia and SUNDERLAND Force & Escineertnc Co, February 19th. : 

3,072. Electrical apparatus for transmitting indications to a distance. 
M. P. FavRE-ButLE and M. J. Laver. February 19th, | . 

5.097. Dynamos for lighting and starting devices upon motor vehicles. 
J. R. P. E. F. M. Grimacpo. February 1th. (France, June Mth, 1919.) 

125. “Incandescent electric lamp projectors.” Е. Boorn and N. R. 
February 20th. 

5,127. Plugs for motors, &c." M. MacGrecor, February 20th. 
5.136. Electric switches." J. A. CRABTREE. February 2th. | 
5,144. Dynamo-electric generators and motors." S. Macponatp. Febru- 
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2,152. EL Galvano-therapcutic appliances." E. Brem. February 90th. 

5,161. “ Electric switches," Н. D. Pyxe. February 20th. " 

5.164. Electric ignition, &c., systems for internal-combustion motors. H. 
A. SmitH, February 20th. 

5,165. “ Sparking plugs." А. W. ARMSTRONG. February 20th. 

5.172. Signalling systems.” British Тномхох-Носьтох Co. 
Electric Co., U.S. A.) February 20th. 
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PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


AGAS. 


18,895. DIRECT-DRIVEN ELECTRIC LIGHTING APPARATUS FOR CYCLES AND OTHER 
ROAD VEHICLES. C. F. Dufaux. November 16th, 1917. (120,917) 


1919- 


512. ELECTRIC LAMPS FOR MOTOR VEHICLES AND FOR OTHER USES. 
Edman. January 8th, 1919. (138,147.) _ 

1,416. SUPPORTING INSULATORS FOR ELECTRIC HIGH-TENSION CONDUCTORS. E. 
Schwank. January 21st, 1918. (122,642.) 

2212. TROLLEY HEADS FOR ELECTRIC TRAMS AND OTHER PURPOSES. A. Ban- 
nister and T. W. Tucker. January 29th, 1919. (138,160.) -— 

2,486. METHOD OF AND APPARATUS FOR GENERATING IGNITION CURRENT. Split- 
dorf Electrical Co. November 9th, 1917. (123,078.) 

4.817. MEANS FOR SECURING ELECTRIC. LAMPS OR LAMP HOLDERS TO HAND LAMPS 
AND OTHER ELECTRIC LIGHT FITTINGS. February 26th, 1919. W. Harrison and 
E. Н. R. W. Eyre. (138,186.) u | | 

4.983. SELF-CONTAINED ELECTRIC BATTERY LaMPs. British Every Ready Co. 
and M. Goodfellow. February 27th, 1919.  (138,188.) 

5,925. PHONOGRAPHS FOR RECORDING TELEPHONE 
Ullmann. M.y«h 10th, 1919. (138,196.) 

6,511. CONTROLLERS FOR USE WITH ELECTRIC MOTORS AND SO FORTH. R. 
Amberton. March 15th, 1919. (138.204.) = 

6,655. PROJECTIVE DEVICES FOR ELECTRIC CIRCUITS. British Thomson-Houston 
Co. (General Electric Co., U.S. A.) March 17th, 1919. (138,205.) 

7,316. SwivELLING BRACKETS FOR MOUNTING ELECTRIC GENERATORS ON AIR- 
crart. F. J. Hooper. March 24th, 1919. (138,212.) 

8.969. PAVERS FOR USE AS A DIFLECTRIC FOR ELECTRICAL CONDENSERS AND OTHER 
SIMILAR PURrosES, F. Haigh. April 9th, 1919. (138,226.) 

9.206. BRUSH HOLDERS РОК USE WITH DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES AND FOR LIKE 
rcrposes. Electric Construction Co. and P. J. Stirrup. April llth, 1919. 
(138,227 .) B ке 

10,483. ISIRIKUIOR OR COMMUTATOR FOR FORD INTERNAL-COMBUSIION. EN- 
cines. P. W. Corless. April 28th, 1919. (138,234.) , 

12.447. EL EC Tac M. switcues. A. P. Lundberg, б. C. Lundberg, P. A. 
Lundberg, and G. Pegg, May 17th, 1919. (138.246) : 

14.700. FLzCTRiC INSULATORS. Н. Lutz. June llth, 1919. (138,257 Y 

17.491. ELECTRIC WEFT FEELER ARRANGEMENT FOR WEAVING LOOMS. H. Ter 
Kuile. August 23rd, 1918. (131,582.) 

19,383. MATERIAL POR THR MANUFACTURE OF ELECTRODES OF ELECTRIC FURNACES. 
О. R. Olsen. August 6th, 1919. (138,272.) 
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LIVERSEDGE. YORKSHIRE, 
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WRIGHT MOTORS, Ltd., HALIFAX. 
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6, Tenby Street North, Birmingham. 
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LAUNCESTON: 


DOMESTIC ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES: 
THEIR FORM AND FINISH. 


THE Housing Exhibition in London has afforded the first 
opportunity for some time of reviewing progress in 
domestic electrification ; the complete way in which every 
home use of electrical energy is covered, and the variety of 
means by which different makers secure the results, afford 
an eloquent testimony to the progress in technique which 
has taken place in recent years. 

Electrically and mechanically most of the appliances put 
forward appear to have reached a high level of develop- 
ment, and although there is good ground for anticipating 
changes in detail, and even important variation in a few 
fundamentals of design, yet the immediate need seems rather 
for an attempt to link the apparatus more closely with the 
leading idea of its inception and the chief argument put 
forward for ite use, namely, the saving of labour—direct 
within the home and indirect without it—by the reduction of 
waste and dirt, and the economy in labour which would 
follow from a cleaner air, and a longer useful life of 
buildings, decorations, and furnishings. 

As everyone's expenditure ultimately becomes some- 
body's wages, во most economies in the end result in 
releasing labour for further production, and at present any 
method which decreases the cost, of upkeep and maintenance 
and conserves capital values in business or in private life, 
is of the utmost use in re-establishing our much shaken 
economic position. 

Devices and systems for saving labour or improving 
organisation must in themselves carry out the principle of 
unity and simplification towards which their use i8 aimed, 
but it is in the nature of things that their inventors are 
apt to be carried away by pride and pleasure in their own 
productions, and occasionally give to them elaborations not 
essential to their purpose, and capable even of discounting 
it; time and experience in use always prune away these 
exuberant growths, and leave only the essential and result- 
producing features. 

In this connection the value of displaying electrical, or, 
in fact, any other appliances, in their working surroundings 
rather than in the showroom becomes evident; the maker 
can more easily realise that features upon which he had 
lavished attention may in practice detract from the ntility of 
his products. | 

The great argument for domestic electrification to-day is 
that it reduces work by cutting out the chief source of dirt, 
and, in addition, assists in performing the reduced amount 
of work which remains. 

One of the lesser, but important, divisions of household 
work lies in the cleaning and polishing of metals, a task 
of removing dirt which produces still more dirt in the 
process and also calls for a considerable amount of physical 
effort; we have already seen this problem attacked with 
great success by metallurgists, who have produced a rustless 
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alloy, rapidly being extended to replace all ordinary bright 
steel and iron goods in household use. So far we have not 
produced a white or yellow metal which is proof against the 
effects of air and moisture, but the increased use of lacquers, 
fired enamels, and other preservative coverings, and even the 
replacement of metal by porcelain and compositions are 
indicated as the correct practice. 

It is here that the electrical manufacturer must guard 
against introducing a new series of appliances which need 
polishing, or are unduly difficult to clean. Ranges with 
bright parte, toasters, kettles, and plates in copper and nickel 
finish are very attractive, and have been in earlier days 
admired as much for their luxury and appearance as for 
their utility. At the present time a more practical spirit 
and a keener criticism are applied to all suggestions for home 
improvement, and the device seeking adoption as a work- 
saver must bring no fresh responsibilities with it. 

Similarly with power-driven appliances, too much refine- 


ment of detail should be avoided if it entails any risk of . 


failure, or the occasional need of skilled attention, which 
will probably not be forthcoming; faults which can be 
remedied in & few minutes by the makers of apparatus are 
gufficient to render it useless to the uninstructed user, and 
destroy her confidence in the electrical method generally. 
It is impossible to say how greatly the use of electricity 


for cooking and similar work has been retarded by trifling 
faults of detail in plugs and connections and flimsy acces- 


sories, the cost of which might have been doubled without 
appreciable effect on the consumer’s outlay. 

The power-driven appliances in particular will call for a 
good deal of attention to features generally known as “ fool- 
proof.” The treatment they will receive in use is not 
likely to be gentle or directed by an appreciation of their 
limite, and it is most essential to allow for overloading, and 
to provide that framework and mechanical features shall be 
on the heavy side, whilst attention to water and dust 
proofing, and the simplest arrangement for lubrication with 
clear reminders of its necessity, should be features of every 
motor-driven device entrusted to the hands of the house- 
wife or her servants. 

Even in lighting it may not be amiss to bear in mind the 
need for simplicity, and the provision of fittings which will 
retain a high average efficiency with little attention ; one of 
the principal points of superiority of electricity over gas is the 
lack of any need for frequent cleaning of shades or reflectors, 
and the maintenance of light at a high percentage of its 
original value throughout the life of the lamp. Some of 
the more modern fittings and glassware sacrifice certain of 
these advantages; in attempting too much elaboration, 
it is easy to create dust traps, and lose one of the advantages 
of electricity, the production of an artificial light ever 
ready without attention from the user, 

Elsewhere in this issue we have again brought together 
particulars of a variety of appliances for use in the home, 
illustrating some of the many ways in which electricity can 
lighten labour and add to domestic comfort. 


Wer welcome the announcement which 
appears in our “ Business Notes” to-day 
regarding the periodical visits of officials 
of the Department of Overseas Trade to 
industrial centres in this country. To our way of thinking, if 
this Department is to be a complete success, it is absolutely 
essential that its staff should be closely in touch with the 


Government Visits 
to Industrial 
Districts. 


manufacturers at home. In no other way can these gentlemen 
have an intelligent opinion regarding the capacity and 
ability of British works, or a sympathetic understanding of 
the why and wherefore of the attitude of industrial authori- 
ties towards particular aspects of export trade questions ; 
nor can they, without a fairly close personal relationship, 
keep themselves sufficiently informed of the new British 
developments that are continually taking place. That the 
Department is in a position to furnish valuable information 
to traders seems to us to be proved already, but it will 
learn from practical experience how to increase the value of 
its service. In addition to the daily means of securing that 
experience through correspondence, the officials will now 
have the benefit of rubbing shoulders with men of industry 
in their own centres of activity. We hope that they will find 
the manufacturers and traders accessible, receptive, and com- 
municative. What is there to be gained by adopting a 
policy of secrecy or aloofness ? Let them carry their own 
co-operative principles into practice in their attitude toward 
a Government Department which is established expressly 
to assist them in legitimate ways. 

We observe that Lord Burnham, in an address at the 
Crystal Palace Fair, has been laying stress upon another 
important side of the activities of the D.O.T.—the 
influence of its representatives in creating an atmosphere 
in the Overseas Dominions and among foreign communities 
abroad, favourable to the sale and consumption of British 
goods. As we have said repeatedly, these representatives 
stationed abroad will be better qualified to put the case for 
British trade -effectively if they understand our manufac- 
turing qualifications at first hand—that is, from previous 
persona! study of our industries in the great centres where 
these are carried on. There is quite as great a need for 
these officials to know their subject completely as there is 
for home representatives to get into local industrial touch. 


— 


Ir is reported in 7% Limes that the 
Ministry of Transport is about to set up 
a Committee to investigate the electrifica- 
tion of main-line railways, and to report to the Ministry as 
to the practicability or otherwise of the schemes that have 
been proposed. In the meantime these schemes are, of 
course, held up. The most important is that of the North- 
Eastern Railway, between York and Newcastle, others being 
rather of the suburban or interurban type. 

We fear the result will be serious delay in making a 
commencement with the work, as we remarked in a recent 
issue, probably for months. We know these Committees. 
The best Committee is à Committee of one, but that is not 
the kind we get. The new Ministry has certainly lost no 
time in falling into line with the revered traditions of the 
Civil Service, of which the first and oldest is : ** Go slow.” 


Another 
Committee. 


THaT the London railways, tramwaye, 
and omnibuses are all running at a loss 
is а matter of common knowledge ; that such a condition of 
things cannot possibly be maintained is obvious, and the 
only question on which opinion is not unanimous seems to be 
that of finding a remedy. All the transport authorities are 
agreed ав to the necessity of increasing the fares for that 
purpose; but, strangely enough, the public, whilst paying 
180 per cent. more than it did five years ago for other com- 
modities, appears to regard the raising of fares as an 
iniquitous proposition. It may be a psychological 
phenomenon ; the traveller receives no material consider- 
ation for his money, and is apt to ignore the fact that he 
has purchased service. Yet when he visits the theatre or 
the picture-house, he willingly pays on a luxury scale for 
benefits which are equally unsubstantial. 

But how else can transport undertakings be restored to a 
sound financial condition ? ‘To talk of economising, with 
the cost of coal, petrol, labour, and materials constantly 


London Traffic. 
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rising, and the rolling stock as steadily deteriorating, is idle. 
Even with the vehicles crowded to excess, the receipte do 
not balance the expenditure, and that with capital charges 
mainly on the pre-war basis of value ; any new expenditure 
will necessarily be on a triple scale, and therefore will 
increase the difficulty of making ends meet. As a matter of 
fact, the fares, especially on the London tramways, before the 
war were absurdly too cheap—partly due to the competition 
of the omnibuses, which were indirectly subsidised by the 
maintenance of the roadways at the public cost, and by 
freedom from the burdens imposed upon the tramways, and 
partly due to political vote-catching. 

The Daily Telegraph, whose attitude fairly represents the 
views of the Press, is astonished “ that undertakings doing 
such enormous business аге not more successful financially "' ; 
but it reports that the cost of carrying a passenger has 
increased 75 per cent., while the receipts per passenger have 
only increased 44 per cent.—where then is the occasion for 
surprise? Lord Ashfield refers to increases of 300 or 
400 per cent. in the cost of materials and labour, but 
against this we have to reckon that the number of 
passengers has increased by a third,” says our contemporary, 
as if that could compensate for the other! It proceeds to 
declaim against the evils of competition, though admitting 
that in the rush hours” London needs every vehicle 
that can be run." If all are full, where is the competition? 
It is only during the slack times that competition can have 
an evil effect. The Daily Telegraph prescription to cure 
the malady is a Traffic Board for London, and that is 
certainly a crying need, as it, has been these 10 years. We 
have consistently advocated the establishment of such a 
Board, but the politicians have blocked it up to now. It 
will have to come ; but let there be no mistake about this 
fact —higber fares will have to cbme too. 

If anything could be done to distribute the morning and 
evening traffic over wider periods, that would go a long way 
towards relieving the situation. 


* 


The Rating of 
Machinery. 


THE fact that machinery in England 
and Wales is rated for local assessment 
under a series of statutes passed during 
the years 1862 to 1880, whereas in Scotland or Ireland, or 
indeed, as far as is known in any other country, it is not, 
has been a bone of contention among machinery users for 
many years. Even so, there is no uniformity in the methods 
of asaessment, and the fact that some towns in the country 
offer preferential rating systems to manufacturers to settle in 
their areas has been one among other reasons why many 
important engineering firms have left London and other 
places less favoured in this connection. The main point, of 
course, is that whatever system of industrial taxation is in 
force should be uniform throughout the kingdom, so that 
one manufacturer may not be handicapped against his com- 
petitors with a different rating system from that which 
prevails in other districts. The Machinery Users’ Associa- 
tion has been hammering away at the question since 1890, 
with a persistence which deserves a better fate than that 
which has hitherto befallen it; but the fact remains that 
we are still rated in respect of machinery under antiquated 
legislation, notwithstanding that in 1896 & Royal Com- 
mission reported in favour of а change. That, however, is 
merely cause and effect, for we do not know of a case in 
which the findings of & Royal Commission on an industrial 
matter have been acted upon. Consistently, every year from 
1890 until 1906,the Machinery Users' Association have intro- 
duced a Bill, the main object of which has been to have a 
uniform system throughout the ge whereby loose 
machinery is exempted from taxation. The record of these 
efforts is that time after time the second reading has been 
carried by a large majority in the House of Commons, but 
further progress has been blocked. The Royal Commission 
reported in 1901 in favour of the proposal of the Associa- 
tion. The only argument against the Bill all through has 
been that under it much machinery now assessed would 
escápe taxation, and that the revenue of the local authorities 
would thereby be diminished. That result is contested, but 
it is interesting to point out, as illustrating our national 
mentality, that much of the mischief which has caused the 


attempts of the advocates of this reform to fail has been due 
to opposition on the part of the agricultural interests, who, 
until they themselves got relief of agricultural land from 
rating, consistently laid themselves out to “ block ће Bill 
of machinery users in the House of Commons. That was in 
the days when landowners were in a far greater majority 
than they are to-day. Since then, the business 
element in the House has increased enormously. In 1908, 
action by the Association was stayed on the promise of a 
new Valuation Bill by the Government, which never 
eventuated, and nothing further has been done. The 
new conditions created since the war, however, with the 
shorter hours and lessened productivity of machinery, have 
inflaenced the Machinery Users’ Association again to bring 
forward ite Bill, which is a measure consisting only of 
three clauses, providing that only machinery, machines, 
or plant" for the purpose of * producing or transmitting 
first motive power for heating or lighting" shall be assess- 
able, and that all loose machinery or tools, $.e., those 
which are only so fixed that they can be removed from 
their place without necessitating the removal of any part 
of the premises, should be exempt. That is in the terms of 
the Royal Commission's report in 1901, but the present 
conditions are such that the Government can find only too 
ready to hand excuses for not giving facilities for such a 
private Bill, or for not taking up the question itself, 
yet it is a matter of considerable importance to the 
industrial community. With the much larger number of 
business men that there now are in the House of Commons, 
who themselves have a direct interest in the problem, there 
may be more hope than there has been hitherto, that some 
pressure will be brought to bear which will assist the 
passage of the Bill. Another factor also may possibly be 
that the disappearance of the old Local Government Board, 
which on this question always seemed to favour the line of 
least resistance, and ite replacement by the Ministry of 
Health, may have the result of bringing more modern ideas 
into play. The drawback hitherto has been that the whole 
enunciation of the law of rating has drifted into the hands 
of lawyers and generations of 'Government officials who 
have faithfully carried on the old traditions. It is high 
time the business man's point of view came a little more 
into prennent ав a corrective to the perpetuation of ideas 
which can no longer find a place in modern industry. 


THE number of cases is gradually 
increasing in which foreign customers 
complain of the refusal of German firms 
to execute orders at the pre-arranged prices, this being 
especially so in Holland and the Scandinavian countries. 
After the unfortunate purchasers have been informed that 
the contract prices have been raised by 100 or 200 per 
cent. to meet the increased cost of wages and materials, they 
receive intimation later on, when inquiring about the 
expected delivery, that the Government will not give an 
export permit unless the quotations are further advanced by 
some hundreds per cent. in marks. Thus, after the 
German makers have forced up the prices as far as they 
deem it advisable to do directly on their own account, they 
make a further increase on the pretext that the responsibility . 
for the fresh augmentation rests with the Government. A 
sbort time ago we drew attention to cases of this kind 
which arose in Denmark in the matter of electrical 
apparatus, but the most glaring instance has just been 
disclosed by Mr. L. J. Vogt at a meeting of the Christiania 
Chamber of Commerce, held a fortnight ago. The speaker 
stated that great losses һай occurred in Norway through 
German breaches of contract. In one single case the 
question concerned the delivery of electrical machinery of 
the contract value of 3,000,000 kronor. The contract con- 
tained all possible reservations that the resulta of labour 
disputes, &c., should not prejudice the purchasers, but 
notwithstanding this fact the German firm subsequently 
demanded the payment of 18,000,000 kronor, an increase 
of 500 per cent. It is quite obvious that cases of this 
kind will not tend to improve the reputation in other 
countries of either German electrical firms or other manu- 
facturers who are following the same practice. 


German Breaches 
of Contract. 
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EXTENSIONS AT DARLINGTON. 


A DESCRIPTION of the plant recently installed at the 
Darlington Corporation electricity works is of more than 
ordinary interest on account of the exceptionally low 
working costs obtained at these works. Although there is 


no natural supply of condensing water at the Darlington 


works, and coal has to be brought a distance of from 15 to 
20 miles, and the load factor is only 25:6 per cent., the cost 
of fuel per unit sold is the lowest recorded this year for any 
undertuking in this country. Darlington also has the 
lowest total working costs per unit sold for any under- 
taking with equal or lower output, and the third lowest for 
any output, the two undertakings with lower costs having 
very much larger outputs and higher load factors. 

The latest installation of boiler plant will consist of four 
Babcock & Wilcox boilers placed in pairs on each side of 
a chimney stack, a Green economiser with 384 11 ft. 6 in. 
tubes being set across the back of each pair of boilers. The 


gases from the two boilers pass into a flue under the econo- . 


miser, and dampers are arranged so that these gases can be 
passed through the economiser or directly to the chimney. 


' 


boilers and in front of the chimney. On the same platform 
are placed a Lea recorder capable of measuring the water 
for the four boilers, and duplicate motors for driving the 
stokers. This platform is raised 7 ft. 6 in. above the 
boiler-house floor level, in order to give free access to the 
boiler inspection and cleaning doors. 

The four boilers, with economisers, chimney, induced- 
draught plant, feed pumps, Lea recorder, stoker motors, &c., 
form a complete unit, which can be repeated for future 
extensions, or, if desired, a different arrangement can be 
adopted for the next installation of boilers, without 
detriment to the existing plant. 

Two of the boilers are fitted with chain-grate stokers 
working under induced draught only, but the &tokers for 
the other two boilers, which are not yet erected, will be of 
a new type now being introduced by Messrs. Babcock and 
Wilcox, Ltd., and they will work with both forced and 
induced draught. The forced draught for these stokers 
will be furnished by fans located in the basement, one under 
each stoker, which will deliver into a common air duct of 


кта. 1—FRASER & OHALMERS-SIEMENS 3,000-KW. TURBO-ALTERNATORS AT DARLINGTON. 


An induced-draught fan is fixed on a concrete platform 
above each economiser, and a horizontal damper is placed 
across the chimney shaft between the inlets and outlets of 
the fans. The inside diameter of the chimney shaft (10 ft.) 
was made unusually large for the output of the boilers, in 
order to prevent the emission of grits when small low-grade 
fuel is used, and the nuisance which existed from this cause 
before the chimney was erected has been effectually 
dispelled. The normal rating of each boiler is 25.000 Ib. of 
steam per hour from, and at, 212? F. They are constructed 
for a working pressure of 200 lb. per sq. in. and a tempera- 
ture of 650° F., but owing to other boiler and generating 
plant still in use, the working pressure at present is 160 lb. 
per sq. in., and the temperature is 550° F. 

Two steam-turbo feed pumps by Messrs. G. & J. Weir, 
Ltd., each capable of an output of 7,000 gallons per hour, 


are placed on a raised platform between the two pairs of 


comparatively large area, also under the stokers; this 
arrangement will reduce the length of the duct between the 
fan and the stokers to an almost negligible quantity so far 
as loss of air pressure is concerned. It will also enable two 
boilers to be operated by one fan in case of breakdown, or 
under light load conditions. At present coke breeze and 
other low-grade fuel is being burnt, together with coal, on 
the sandwich system, but with the new stokers it is antici- 
pated that low-grade fuel will be burnt without the 
addition of freshly-wrought coal. | 

The coal and other fuel is delivered in bottom-door trucks 
on & railway siding running through the boiler house at a 
height of 8 ft. 6 in. above the firing- floor level, and is 
dropped from the trucks into a receiving hopper, opposite 
the new chimney, from which it is fed into a Babcock and 
Wilcox gravity bucket conveyor by means of a rotary filler. 
Above the fronts of the boilers is a ferro-concrete coal bunker 


— ̃ — ̃ — — —— [———6—— . ———u[— E E ENE IIS EE TT ЛОРАНА ET ICE NO EI TT 


Vol. 86, No. 2,907, Marcu 12, 1920.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


326 


with a capacity of 50 tons of coal per boiler, and the fuel is 
delivered into this bunker by the conveycr. In addition to 
the chutes feeding the boilers immediately beneath the 
bunkers, each banker has an auxiliary outlet valve which 
delivers fuel, when required, into a 10-cwt. travelling 
hopper, which runs on an overhead rail; this hopper is 
used for feeding the older Lancashire boilers, which are not 
provided with overhead bunkers, and which are mainly nsed 
for peak-loal work. The boiler-house siding is shortly to 
be provided with a 15-ft. weigh-bridge, and a capstan to 
enable the tracks to be handled more expeditiously. 

A new фура of ash-conveyor, made by the Underfeed 
Stoker Co., is being installed under the boilers. The ashes 
drop continuously from the backs of the grates into this 
conveyor, which delivers them into a receiving-hopper, from 
which they can be dropped into wagons without any manual 
labour whatever. The conveyor is of the scraper type, 
running in a cast-iron trough filled with water, which per- 
forms the double purpose of quenching the ashes and 
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PLAN . 
Fig. 2,——ELEvATION AND PLAN OF EXTENSIONS AT DARLINGTON 
ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


sealing fhe ash chutes, from the grates to the conveyor, 
against leakage of air into the boiler. Corrosive action of 
the acid formed by the ashes and the water is prevented 
by continually renewing the water in the trough, a small 
stream of water entering at one end and overflowing at the 
other. Where the ash-conveyor emerges from the boiler 
house it carries the ashes up an inclined trough to a point 
above the ash-receiving hopper, and drops them into the 
latter. The speed of the conveyor is from 10 to 20 ft. per 
minute, and the power required amounts to less than 0°5 H. P. 
per boiler. Chutes are formed in the floor between the 
boilers and immediately above the ash-conveyor, so that all 
dust &c. removed from the boilers and flues can be raked 
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into the conveyor.- The induced-dranght fans are of 
the low-speed type, by Messrs. Musgrave and Co., and 
are operated by pipe-ventilated, variable-speed motors, 
which enables the draught to be regulated without 
waste of power. The economisers are each fitted with 
acirculator, working on the injector principle, by the 
Nationa] Boiler and General Insurance Co. These cir- 
culators cause some of the hot water from the outlets 
of the economisers to mix with the water entering the 
economisera, and en:ure that the temperature of the water is 
never low enough to cause corrosion of the end tubes by 
condensation of the water vapour in the flue gases. The 
exhaust steam from the feed pumps passes into a tubular 
feed heater through which the feed water is pumped to the 
economisers. A water softener by the Patterson Engin- 
eering Co. is used to soften the make-up feed water. The 
boilers are fitted with soot-cleaning apparatus, by the Boiler 
Tube & Flue Cleaner Co., Ltd., by means of which the soot 
and dust can easily be blown from the'boiler tubes whilst 


SECTIONAL PLAN SHOWING CONDENSING "PLANT 
AIR FILTER. &c 


the boilers are at work. One of the 
boilers has recently been fitted with an 
indicating CO, meter by W. R. Patents, 
Ltd., and similar instruments will pro- 
bably be fitted to the new boilers, which 
will also be equipped with steam-flow 
meters and triple draught gauges. 


The usual temperature of the condensate 
from the condensers is 97° F., and this is 
raised to 127° F. in the feed-pump exhaust 
heater and to 238° F. in thé economiser. 
The temperature of the gases leaving the 
BN boiler is 500? F., and leaving the econo- 

miser it is 295? F. Under ordinary full- 
. load running conditions the amount of 
' ` steam raised per lb. of coal burnt is 
equivalent to an over-all efficiency of boiler, 
économiser, feed heater, &c., from water 
at 60° F., of 85 per cent. 

A small but well-equipped, coal- 
testing laboratory has been fitted up at 
one end of the boiler house, and all 
coal received is tested for calorific value, 
&c., in the following manner :—A conical 

bucket, wider at the bottom than at the top, is placed 
in a suitable position under each truck of the fuel, 
so as to catch a sample of the fuel as it falls into 
the receiving hopper, and as the opening at the top of the 
bucket is smaller than the average diameter, it fills 
gradually as the truck empties, and receives a fairly average 
sample. The contents of the bucket, which weigh about 
20 lb., are then fed into a Sturtevant crusher and sampler, 
which is driven from the stoker shafting, and this machine 
crushes the fuel to about 4 in., and retains a 5 per cent. 
sample of the fuel fed into it. This sample is placed in an 
airtight tin, and when a suffiçient number of tins of one 
class of fuel have been collected, their contents are fed into 
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the sampling machine again, and a 5 per cent. sample 
of these contents is obtained, and is sent to the laboratory 
to be tested. In this way an average sample weighing from 
0˙5 lb. to 1 Ib. is collected from each 10 to 20 trucks, 
according to the quantity of each class of fuel received, 
and an accurate record of the average calorific value is 
obtained with a minimum of labour. Samples of coal 
taken by the Sturtevant machines have been checked by an 
expert in the art of coa] sampling, the machine sample being 
compared with u sample taken by quartering in the usual 
way, and almost identical resulta were obtained when the 
samples were tested. 

The main steam range consists of a single 10-in. pipe 
running parallel to the wall between the engine room and 
boiler house, and fitted with sectionalising valves at suit- 
able intervals, and all branch pipes to the boilers and 
turbines have their valves close to the main range, 80 as to 
reduce to à minimum the risk of a pipe failure affecting 
the main range. The boilers are not provided with any 
other valves than those close to the range, but the turbines 
have the usual starting valves on the machines. Steam 
traps of the bucket type, by Messrs. Alley & MacLellan, 
are used to keep the steam pipes clear of water, and where 
the failure of a trap might cause serious trouble by the 
accumulation of water, the traps are arranged in duplicate. 


F1G. 3.—GENERATOR END or 3,000-kw. TURBO-ALTERNATOR. 


Two 8,000-Kw. Fraser & Chalmers-Siemens turbo-alter- 
nators, figs. 1 and 3, have recently been installed in the 
engine room; they exhaust into Worthington Simpson 
rectangular surface condensers placed below and in line 
with the turbines. In order to provide room under the 
turbines for the condensing plant, the turbine floor was 
raised 9 ft. 6 in. above the old engine-room floor, while the 
condenser basement was dropped 5 ft. 6 in. below the 
engine room. There are no valves between the turbines and 
the condensers, but provision is made for flooding the 
condensers when the iurbines are exhausting to atmosphere. 
In order that the condenser tubes may easily be cleaned or 
withdrawn, a large door has been formed in the engine- 
room wall opposite to the end of each condenser. 

The condensing pumps, which include a circulating- 
water pump, an air-extraction operating pump, and a 
condensate pump, are all mounted on one shaft, and driven 
by a 110-B.H.P. squirrel-cage motor running at 1,460 R. P. u. 

Both sets of pumps are placed in the basement between the 
two turbo-generators, which makes a very compact and 
neat arrangement, and reduces the average distance between 
the turbo-alternator centres to 16 ft. 6 in. 

Part of the water required to make up for the evaporation 
from the cooling towers is fed through the oil cooler and 
the air extraction pump, as this water, which is taken from 
the supply mains, is much colder than the condensing water 
from the cooling towers. The space underneath the alter- 
nator is formed into an air chamber, bounded on three sides 
by the longitudinal concrete foundation blocks and the con- 
denser end, and on the fourth side by & Heenan & Froude 


rotary air filter placed across the space between the ends of 
the foundation blocks. The air inlet to the alternator 
which opens into this air chamber is provided with a 
damper, which can be closed by a lever on the turbine fioor 
in the event of the alternator firing. Between the ends of 
the alternator foundations and the wall of the switch- 
chamber a passage, 5 ft. 3 in. by 14 ft. 6 in., is formed, 
along which fresh air is drawn to the air filters from outaide ; 
and the main condensing water-pipes are laid along the 
floor of this х 

The turbines, which are of the Rateau impulse type, run 
at 3,000 R.P.M., the periodicity of the supply being 50 and 
the pressure 6,600 volta. Each turbine is provided with an 
automatic turbine-driven auxiliary oil pump for starting 
and emergency work. The turbines are fitted with B.T.H. 
indicating steam-flow meters, which can be checked at any 
time by the Lea recorder in the boiler house. To enable 
this to he done valves are provided, so that all but the con- 
densate from one turbine can be turned direct into the feed 
pump suction pipe. The alternators are each provided with 
a dial thermometer, which registers the temperature of the 
windings. 

On a concrete platform over the condensing pumps, 
but below the turbine floor level, fig, 8, are placed two 
200-K.v.A. static transformers for providing a low-pressure 
three-phase supply for the station motors 
and neighbouring distributing mains. 
The transformers thus occupy space that 
would not otherwise be used, and they 
are within easy reach of the travelling 
crane. 

The new section of the engine room 
is provided with a 25-ton travelling 
crane by Messrs. H. Morris & Co., with 
electrically-operated lifting and lowering 
gear, and hand travelling and travers- 
ing gear. 

The E. H. . switchgear is housed in 
a chamber running alongside the con- 
denser basement, while the operating and 
instrument board is on the turbine floor 
level, immediately above the switch- 
gear, and the switches are mechanically 
operated by rods. The switchgear, which 
| is by the British Thomson-Houston Co., 
ge is enclosed in stoneware cubicles with 

"==" © steel doors, the different phases being 

separated throughout by stoneware parti- 
tions ; duplicate seta of busbars are pro- 
vided. The alternators are fitted with 
protective gear of the balanced-transformer type, the neutral- 
current transformers being located in the air chamber under 
the alternator. This gear, which controls the field as well as 
the main switch, has already prevented a bad internal 
short-circuit from doing any appreciable damage to the 
alternator. Voltage regulation of the alternators is attended 
to by a Taylor-Scoteon regulator manufactured by Messrs. 
Cox- Walkers, Ltd. 

It should be noted that the lay-out described above had to 
be adapted to make the best use of the existing plant, and 
to suit the width of boiler and engine houses, planned as 
long ago as 1899, as, owing to the position of the coal siding 
on the one side and other buildings on the other side, it was 
not advisable to alter these widths. 

The cost of the above plant, which has all been installed 
since 1914, and a considerable proportion of which is being 
installed at the present time, excluding coolers, feeder 
switchgear, rotaries, &c., but including buildings and 
travelling crane, amounts to about £10 10s. per KW. of 
normal tull-load continuous rating. 

In conclusion, we must express our indebtedness to 
Mr. J. R. P. Lunn, borough electrical engineer, who is 
solely responsible for the lay-out and installation of the plant 
described, for the details and photographs set out above. 
Whilst congratulating him on the excellent results obtained 
from his plant, we may draw attention to the fact that in order 
to attain those results he has adopted the scientific principle of 
measurement throughout the installation, of which on previous 
occasions we have emphasised the importance. Only by such 
methods can the highest efficiency be secured and maintained. 
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ELECTRICITY IN THE HOME. 


Ix our issue dated June 20th last an article appeared under 
the title of Domestic Electrical Appliances," in which de- 
tala were given of a number of labour-saving electrical 
devices, which, in view of the difficulties of the domestic 
servant problem, would considerably lighten the housewife's 
burden. The need for aid in this direction hae not decreased, 
and we therefore deem it desirable to describe several more 
of these appliances. As in the previous instance, the majority 
of these are of American manufacture, but it is hoped that 
in their echemes of reconstruction and progress British elec- 
trical manufacturers will not overlook the growing importance 
of the application of electricity to domestic needs. 

The electric washing machine occupies the premier position 
as à labour saver, doubtless because of the drudgery entailed 
by the usual process. Тһе Geyser,’ fig. 1, sold by 
Messrs. L. G. Hawkins & Co., London, is а good 
example of its kind, and is being extensively advertised in 
this country. Made in three sizes, its main feature is a 
revolving, perforated zinc cylinder in a tank of galvanised 
steel. Entering this tank is a small motor-driven propeller, 
fig. 3, by means of which the cylinder is kept in rotation 
and the hot suds are forced through the cylinder and the 
clothes. The water is drawn back again through the clothes 
by suction, thus giving them a second treatment. When this 
process is completed the perforated cylinder can be raised and 


Fia. 1. 


locked in its new position to enable the clothes to be put 
through a wringer. The latter, which is driven by the same 
motor, is provided with means for starting, stopping, or re- 
verang, and also a quick release in case of accidents. The 
motor, fig. 3, employed for driving the gear is а 3-H.P., 1,750- 
R.P.M. machine, and consumes a quarter of a unit per hour, 
and the machine makes no more noise in working than an 
electric fan. , 

Many interesting features are possessed by the new Hughes 
automatic electrical range, made by the Hughes Division 
of the Evison ELECTRIC APPLIANCE Go., of Chicago. In this 
range, fig. 4, both time and temperature for cooking are auto- 
matically controlled. The time-controller can be set to switch 
the current on and off over any period desired. The tem- 
perature regulator consists of a thermostatic device which 
permits the temperature to rise to the desired height and then 
switches the current off until the temperature falls, when it 
again closes the circuit. This is continued until the time 
controller cuts the current off. In this way not only is waste 

energy eliminated, but the adjustment of temperature 
Prevents the food burning. The two devices are quite in- 
dependent, and it is possible to use them either eeparately or 
ш conjunction as deecribed. 


An outfit which will prove very serviceable in farmhouses 
or country homes is the electrical churning set, fig. 5, made 
by THE RossiNs & Myers Co., Springfield, Ohio. It consists 
of a small 4-н.р. motor fixed upon a steel tripod. driving 
pulley is connected by a belt to the churn gear, which is 
supported by steel rods fixed in a solid base. The power 
is transmitted to the churning blades by means of direction- 
changing gears. 

Another appliance which may prove of great use in the 
home is a pair of electrically operated shears, fig. 2, put on the 
market by the Sperry Gyroscope Co., of Brooklyn, 
These are driven by a small motor making 9,000 R.P.M., to the 
cover of which the lower blade of the shears is rigidly fixed. 
The upper blade is connected by » link and eccentric to the 
motor shaft, which imparts an oscillating motion at the same 
frequency as its own. So rapid is this oscillation that it 1s said 
that each individual fibre of the material is severed. Although 
these shears will cut anything from eilk to asbestos, perfect 
safety is ensured to the operator, as the actual movement 
of the blades is only about 1/16th of an inch. 

The electric suction-cleaner considerably lessens the labour 
involved in keeping the home clean, and an appliance that 
possesses many valuable points as the Hoover sweeper, 
produced by the Hoover SucrioN Sweeper CO., London. 
While the usual type of cleaner depends solely upon the suction 


F1G. 3. Fig, 5. 


principle for its effectiveness, this machine, fig. 6, also beats 
and sweeps, and is therefore useful in many ways. The motor 
supplying the driving power is fixed on the top of the aweep- 
ing portion, and is enclosed in a metal case. je the sweeper 
is a small shaft upon which are mounted at intervals, and аё 
different angles, small brushes. This shaft, which is belt- 
driven from the motor, rotates the brushes at a very high 
speed, and these, besides sweeping, cause a fluttering move- 
ment of the air which is drawn through the material being 
cleaned and set up a sharp beating motion, separating the 
dust from the fibres and sucking it into the cleaner. The 
dust receptacle is fixed under the handle of the machine. 
The cleaning attachment consists of a small enclosed exhauster 
coupled direct to the motor shaft. acting upon the sweeper- 
chamber and also through a flexible tube upon the mouth of 
the suction cleaner. It is claimed for the Hoover” that it 
costs only 1d. per hour to run it from a lighting circuit. 

The Overseas vacuum cleaner embodies many new 
ideas, its outstanding feature being the air-way handle. 
This obviates the use of a tube attachment, as suction is em- 
ployed through the handle itself. The whole appliance weighs 
only 7 lb., and therefore the end of the suction handle can 
be applied without much trouble. The sweeper, fig. 7, which 
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runs on side rollers, possesses a swivel joint enabling it to 
be easily steered into corners and under furniture. The motor 
case has a transparent cover which affords an indication of 
tbe completion of cleaning. The dust drawn into the 
oollector is retained by & paper container which, when filled, 
is taken out bodily and burnt. This container permits s 
faster escapement of used air, and keeps back the finer dust 
which a cloth container would allow to pass. The machine is 
made by the OVERSEAS ENGINEERING Co., LTD., London. 
Another method of cleaning carpets is provided by the 
HaMILTON BEACH MANUFACTURING Co., of Racine, Wisconsin, 
U.S.A., in а machine, fig. 8, recently introduced. This does 
not merely sweep carpets, but actually washes them while 
they remain in position. A specially prepared, soapy com- 
pound, supplied by the makers of the cleaner, is poured into 
an aluminium container, where it is electrically heated. It 


Fig 13. 


is then allowed to flow down to two soft rubber brushes which 
oscillate at the rate of 500 times a minute. The motion of 
the brushes is the same as that of the human hand when 
scrubbing. ‘The compound is thoroughly scrubbed into the 
fabric and then drawn back into a receptacle, bringing with 
it all the dirt and grit from the material being operated upon. 
| The fatigue entailed in the use of the foot- or hand- operated 
eewing inachine may be eliminated by the introduction of 
a machine driven by an électric motor. The latter is usually 
coupled directly to the sewing machine transmission shaft 
as in the Western Electric type, or drives by friction as .n 
fig. 13. The motor leads are connected to a pedal switch, 
leaving both hands free for manipulating the work. 


In this connection it is interesting to note that the Metro- 


politan Asylums Board proposes to install electric sewing 
machines in its institutions, calculating that the output by 
this means will be at least 50 per cent. greater with 
diminished fatigue to the workers. 

A great deal of time can be saved, and no doubt a great 
deal of annoyance as well, by the adoption of electrical means 
for drying ladies’ hair. The hair-dryer, fig. 14, consists of a 
very and light motor having a fan fitted to its shaft. 
The air from the fan is forced through electric heating coils, 
and is thereby warmed and dried at the same time. 

Many and varied are the uses to which the heating effect 
of the electric current із put, and it may be as well to men- 
tion one or two. Of course, the electric iron occupies the 
premier position in this connection, but it is unnecessary to 
describe what is, perhaps,.the only domestic electrical appli- 
ance used in this country to any great extent. SIMPLEX CON- 


Fig, 14. 


DUITS, Lrb., of Birmingham, manufacture a variety of small 
appliances of this nature, chietly designed to localise the heat 
to a certain extent. An electric foot-warmer is one example. 
This is à box containing the heating element, covered with 
carpet and of a convenient shape and size for use as a foot- 
stool. Fig. 12 shows a curling tones heater, and other articles 
are shaving cups, fig. 1l, kettles and saucepans, fig. 10, 
all of which quickly boil water and are of great utility in bed- 
rooms, &c., where small quantities of hot water are required. 

'" Breakfast table” appliances have become extremely 
popular, due mainly to their usefulness and convenience. 
Unfortunately it sometimes proves very inconvenient to have 
flexible leads to these from an overhead bracket, and it has 
therefore, been suggested that an electrical sideboard would 
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be a great improvement. On this sideboard: would be & row 
of plug-sockets plugs to which the grills, toasters, fig. 9, &c., 
could be connected, and in this way the appliances would still 
be conveniently near, and the danger of catching up a wire 
with disastrous elfect would be avoided. 

Apart from devices specially designed for operation by elec- 
tricity, & good many of the existing domestic apparatus can oe 
adapted to enable them to be driven by a small electric motor, 
euch as sewing machines and wringers, and also—turning io 
the musical side-—gramophones or piano-players. 

There is no doubt that the chief obstacle in the way of those 
who would otherwise be glad to avail themselves of the great 
belp afforded by electricity is the initial expense, but "when 
the resultant saving, both in labour and money, spread over 
the life of electrical appliances, 1s taken into account, as well 
as the absolute cleanliness of electrical methods, the use of 
electrical aids is unguestionably well worth while. 


THE SALARY OF A TECHNICAL ENGINEER. 
By " RUDDIGORE." 


THE other night I dreamt a wonderful dreain.. I was 
back in the High Street of niy native village, basking 
again in its romantic quaintness, when someone tapped 
me on the shoulder. It was Peter, my old chum, re- 
turned from the wars. . 

„Wonders never cease!" he cried. 
in Villagehampton? Well!“ 

„Who's the millionaire?” I-asked simply. 

„Why, you, of course. An engtneer—a inan who's 
been on munitions for years. | 

Alas, I am an engineer," I replied, and, as you 
say, Fate kept me for years with what was called 
a controlled establishment. But you forget. I am only 
a technical engineer, who is ever poor. Had I been 
one of the ‘amalgamated’ type, skilled with hammer 
and chisel, instead of the calculus, I might now have 
been the rich man you take me for.“ 

Peter took hold of my sleeve. Look here, old chap,” 
he cried, “ perhaps your luck’s been out, but I know 
just the thing to suit you. You know the old man—my 
uncle. He: doesn’t know a left hand thread from a 
right hand one, but he's done well out of engineering 
during the war, and has just bought up the Tinibuctoo 
Electric Co. Well, I know he wants a technical man. 
What do you вау to my proposing you?“ 

Thank you. Thanks very much. I should be very 
pleased—of course, providing the salary would oe 
right." 

Oh, yes. No need to worry about that. 
it over, and let me know the salary you want (just what 
you think you're worth, you know), and I'll fix it up 
with the old man right away." | 

The next morning saw me at Peter's door. 

Have you reckoned it out? "' he asked. 

Ves. I have it all down on this paper, I answered. 
"Let me explain. First of all, Jim Penman, the clerk, 
gets £5 a week, and I guess I’m worth that. Then my 
school and university training, together with my experi- 
ence, swallowed close on £800. Interest on that at 7 
per cent. means an extra £56 a year. To repay the 
capital in, say, 16 years means another £50. Then 
surely my value above that of Jim Penman can be put 
at a minimum of £1 per week. Putting all these 


together we arrive at a salary of £108 per annum, 
thus: - | 


““ Millionaires 


M T 


Basie salary ы о ын " .. £250 
T per cent. on 4800 185 .. 56 
For repayment of capital ... de A we, 2g) 
Minimum value above the basic salary, say... 52 


à 


Total  ,. i —. 108 
t . 7 
hat!“ cried Peter, “only £408 a vear! Why, 
the old man wouldn't. unpose. [DH tell hun six . А 
| ө . s 
n ae Ж 
Loud coughing outside, à knocking on шу bedroom 


door, a shrill voice through the chilly air, awoke me 
to reality and a roaring March morning. | 


Just think | 


It was Saturday. With a childlike hope born of my 
dream, I opened the Review at the list of vacant posts. 
To my dismay I found that one optimist wanted a tech- 
nical man for £3 a week. A college anticipated another 
Kelvin for £200 a year. An insurance company de- 
sired a man’s body and soul for a like amount. I closed 
the paper, and if a heart can be broken I knew mine 
was. : 

Next time I come on earth I shall closely examine the 
possibilities оѓ, life as a taxi-driver, hotel porter, bookie, 
shopkeeper, or trade union secretary, before rashly join- 
ing that ascetic band of unselfish saints—the technical 
engineers. | 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
{һе following week. Correspondents should forward their communi 
oaðt ions at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 

unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, — 


Trading Agreements. | j 


Can you, please, inform ше what good purpose the trading 
agreements which we have on all hands to-day fulfil2.. . 

Take the E.L.M.A., for instance. Here we have a docu- 
ment which ties up the retailer or contractor to lamps of 
certain makes only. He may be (if he be a contractor) stuck 
fast on а job meaning hundreds or thousands of pounds to 
hun, but if he cannot get ring lamps—we all know how 
scarce 100-watt half-watts are—he must perforce do without 
his money until the E. I. M. A. firus are pleased to deliver, 
although he could get non-ring lamps at once. 

He may be asked to quote for a certain type of lamp, but 
because it is not a product of the Association, he cannot 
touch it. 

Are not the above two instances restraint of trade? 

Any retailer knows from the number of people who, when 
refused discount, walk away without buying, that dozens of 
firms do wake concessions to casual buyers. An honest шап 
cannot make any allowance, but his dishonest neighbour, 
who apparently will sign any agreement you like without 
the slightest intention of keeping it, reaps the profit and 
collars the customer. And there 1s no redress, no retribution 
overtakes the wicked one. The E.L.M.A.. cannot. find him 
out (does 1t ever try to find anyone out?), and the so-far 
honest competitor 1s driven almost to break his. word.. After 
all, it is easy to allow a man 10 per cent. or 20 per cent. off 
a lamp or two if you get all his work; you soon get the 
discount back. In short, these agreements simply breed 
rogues, and I would ask how many retailers keep strictly to 
their agreements? How many allow 24 рег cent. cash 
monthly? How many render two statements, one for work and 
general supplies, less 24 per cent., and another for the all- 
sacred lamp net? And when tbe usual hard-headed business 
man you are doing the work for (they are all hard-headed 
when they've got to pay) says: Why the difference? Cash 
in a month is worth 23 per cent. whether it is for laup- 
holders or lamps, and 24 per cent. I will take," what steps 
have to be taken to get the deduction refunded? Why, it 
cannot be done! | 

How can you persuade a buyer for a graded firm that when 
he wants lamps for his own use he must pay 25 per cent. 
more for them? It is an insult to his intelligence. 

Replies to the above queries will be thankfully received by 


Pedalis. 


Lubrication. 


Referring to the article on“ Lubrication ” in your issue 
of February 27th. we beg to say that it was impossible in 
the time at our disposal when we gave our paper on “The 
Theory and Practice of Lubrication: The Germ Process," to 
go into many details of the subject. It was a preliminary 
paper to others to follow later on, as time and opportunity 
occur, as stated at the meeting. | 

The name “Germ " process. we explained, is used owing 
to the inherent fear of the word “ас” by chemists and 
engineers. Had we called it the ‘acid " process, the mere 
name would have ruled it out of court as an “ Impossible 
proposition " by every oil user. In fact it would harà; have 
got into any laboratory before being condemned out of hand. 
executed, and buried without ceremony: and faint hope of 
trial on merit. ТИ as 

As a matter of fact. we used this name in the paper to 
avoid the semblance of punting our proprietary names bv 
Which the oils are sold, and to keep the subject on the level 
of a sientie contribution on the subject mutter. ‘They are 
ald as ''Aptol ” lubricating oils, or the lubricating ^" con 
centrate " as Tonikol.”’ : 

With reference to cheapening oils, towards the end of 
the paper we stated that“ great economies may be anticipated 
from the use of oils made on this ‘ process.' " In comparison 
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with oils compounded with fatty oils an economy of 10 per 
cent. to 15 per cent. in cost price for the eame work is 
assured. The quantitative economy in mineral oil for many 
purposes cannot be definitely stated until exact records are 
collected from many trials in progress. We estimate 15 per 
cent. to 20 per cent. reduction in oil consumed. 

One intention of the paper, ae stated, wae to clear away 
much prejudice, mistrust, and euspicion of the oil chemist 
end the oil manufacturer. "When this is done, we trust a 
little more confidence in their good faith than hitherto ex- 
perienced may result, followed by trials in actual practice. 
Without practical trials even the best theoretical work halts 
at the threshold of becoming available for practical utility 
in everyday use. 


Henry M. Wells and James E. Southcombe. 


Joint Authors. 
London, 8.W. 1. 
March 2nd, 1920. 


The Morse Code on the Gramophone. 


I understand that gramophone disks have been prepared 
for the purpose of home lessons in telegraphy, being 
records of spoken words followed by the appropriate Morse 
code signals. Any information concerning the above, and 
especi me | as to the makers thereof, would be much ap- 


precia 
| Е. С. Barton. 
London, 8.W. 
March 8rd, 1920. 


[Such records are sold by Messrs. Gamages, Ltd., Holborn, 
E.C. 1.—Ерв. ELEC. REv.] 


————— — — HÀ 


A New Thermionic Valve. 


I have read with interest & description given in your last 
issue of a new thermionic valve, and would like to point 
out that some experimental valves which I made up during 
the war, to Dr. Erskine Murray's design, gave characteristics 
almost identical with those ehown in the valve described by 
Mr. Scott Taggart. | 

It is perhaps to be regretted that the experimental work 
which hae been done on wireless valves during the war has 
not been published. 

This I know to be due to the fact that the technical people 
responsible for the production of valves for war purposes 
have been too much engaged in problems of reconstruction 
to be able to give this matter their attention. 


S. R. Mullard. 
London, 8.W. 
March 4th, 1920. 


A Model Employer. 


On February 18th there appeared in your ‘“ Situations 
Vacant columns an advertisement for a staff for a modern 
E. H. T. power station in Liverpool district. It stipulated that 
the working week comprises seven 8-hour shifts.” 

It will interest many of your readers, particularly central 
station men, to know that this advertisement emanated from 
Mesars. Lever Brothers, Ltd., who have a station, now near- 
ing completion, at Brombro', near Port Sunlight. Having 
been under the impression that this іга was a model 
employer," I was greatly surprised and also disappointed to 
see & company which had enjoyed & reputation for good 
conditions of en:ployment stipulating seven days’ work per 
week. In view of Lord Leverhulme's advocacy of better 
working conditions, which, however, he apparently does not 

ive his own employés, can it be wondered that the worker 
18 distrustful of combines and capitalists? 


Sunlight. 
March 4th, 1920. 


Electrolytic Meters. 


With reference to the correspondence regarding meters, we 
had not intended entering into this, but your correspondent, 
A. W. C.,“ makes statements which may be misleading to 
those who have not had much experience of our electrolytic 
meters. 

We refer more particularly to the remarks concerning 


crystallisation and vibration, as while it is true that these ' 


troubles existed many years ago, we can definitely guarantee 
that no meter sent out from our works since the year 1905 
hae shown the slightest sign of crystallisation, and that meters 
fitted with our spring suspension will work under any con- 
ditions of vibration that a motor meter will work under. 

We should be pleased to demonstrate these points to vour 
correspondent if he cares to visit our works. 

With regard to the other points of ' A. W. C's” letter, 
we would mention that a small amount of common-sense 
organisation is all that is required to overcome these suggested 
troubles, and in this connection would point to the fact that 
there are a very large number of engineers who prefer this 
meter to any other, no doubt on account of the many advan- 
{адек it offers over motor meters. 


will be v Ta, and distance A to A, will be Ta YO — v’. 


We do not wish to burden your '' Correspondence " column 
with details of these advantages, as they are so well known 
to the majority of engineers, but anyone interested can have 
any information required by applying to our works. 


Reason Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
Victor Breeze, Technical Director. 
Brighton. 


The Principle of Relativity Simply Explained. 

I venture to call attention to a slight inaccuracy contained in 
the article contributed by R. W. Western, in your issue dated 
September 26th, 1919. 

Referring to page 388, paragraph 1, of this article, the distance 
AA, should read Ta Y + vi, but the effect of making this 
alteration is to change the ratio for time to / | + gt. 

The ratio given in the paragraph (/ 1 — 57) is, I presume, 
correct, the error consisting of an incorrect statement of the case, 
thus :— 

In the estimation of A," the light passes from А to Aj, in time 
ra, B," however, thinks the light passes from A to A, in time Ta, 
and this distance, in his estimation, will be C Ta ; distance A, to A, 
Tb the 
time occupied by the light, in the estimation of "B," will be 
Ta 4 c! — v?|o, whence bra = ү | — gt, 

I trust your contributor will not find in the above reasoning. 
sufficient evidence to warrant a practical experiment in the fourth 
dimension suggested by your correspondent, Mr. Carl Hering. 


Edmund б. Staygle. 
. Electricity Works, Tonbridge, 
March 6th, 1920. 


Tale of a Cat, 


In your issue of February 27th, an illustration was given of an 
electrical breakdown at the Daimler Co.'s works, due toa rat having 
attempted to walk across the high-pressure terminals of a switoh. 
Enclosed is a photograph of a precisely similar occurrence, which 
was caused by a cat. 

The incident occurred several years ago at the works of a client 
of my firm, Messrs. Criterion, Ltd., from whom we received an 


е 


| 


b 


urgent summons by telephone, as the high-pressure supply had 
failed. On investigation, the cat was found well roasted. 

There was a space of a few inches at the bottom of the high- 
pressure switch cubicle, which was in an unfinished state, and it is 
presumed that the cat got inside the cubicle and up to the switch 
for чап. we | 

n unfortunate venture for r puss ! 
A auda Frank J. Moffatt. . 
Birmingham, March 2nd, 1920. 


Radiators for Bath-Rooms. 


In answer to Radiators" letter in your ''Oorrespondenoe ` 
columns for February, we make a complete line of glazed earthen- 
ware fires from 700 watts to 3,000 watts capacity, as per enclosed 
pamphlets. These fires were demonstrated at the “ All-Electric 
House " at the Olympia Ideal Home Exhibition, and can be seen in 
our show-rouina thronyhout the country. Delivery from stook. 


The General Electric Co., Ltd., 
C. G. NonBBs, 
Ma nager of Heating and Cooking Department, 
London, E.C., 
March Ist, 1920. 


- 


Vol 86. No. 2,207, Marcu 12, 1920.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


881 


The Einstein Theory. 


I have reason to believe that a simple explanation will be 
published next month in the forthcoming issue of Hibbert "—a 
quarterly journal which every engineer ought to read regularly. 

Mr. Carl Hering's remarks appear anything but original to any- 
one who has heard of '"Fluxions" ; but pardon my saying that 
your own remarks, Sir, about Time show the neceasity for a little 
clear thinking. 

There is no such thing as Time—for the simple, but sufficient, 
reason that Time is not a thing! It is merely aa idea which 
occurred to our remote ancestors as soon as they became “ brainy " 
enough to notice that objects moved. If nothing moved, no one 
could have any idea of Time—that is of Duration, which can be 


expressed very unscientifically as Space divided by Movemenf— 
movement or motion being the state (condition) of a body whose 
position, relatively to its surroundings, is changing. — 


March 6th, 1920. 


[ We are not sure whether our correspondent is here discussing 
metaphysics or metamathematics ; but we ourselves said : time is 
associated with motion," and we do not see that he carries the 
matter any further. | 

It is curious to note, on the other hand, that “ according to the 
theory of relativity, if the observer is moving with the velocity of 
light, time remains unchanged." We do not profess to be able to 
reconcile these two propositions.—Eps, ELEC. REv.] 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


To Our Readers and News Contributors.—We shall 
be glad if reports and notes regarding social and other events can 
be sent to us as soon as possible after those events have taken 
place. Very frequently, especially of late, we have received notes 
of this kind five or six days after the functions, and as printing 
arrangements compel us to go to press early, such news cannot be 
published until it is a fortnight old. If somebody is deputed to 
send a paragraph to the ELECTRICAL REVIEW immediately after 
the event, long delays in publication will in most cases be 
avoidable. 


Football.—Mesars. Dick, Kerr's (Preston) team visited 
Coventry, Siemens (Stafford) in the first round of the Cup 
presented by Sir Charles Ellis for competition amongst elec- 
trical works staffs. The Preston party monopolised the game, 
and secured a 5—1 victory. 


D.0.T. Officers to Visit Industrial Centres.—Arrange- 
mente have now been completed for the periodical dispatch of 
officers of the Department of Overseas Trade having specialised 
knowledge of particular trades to the more important industrial 
centres throught the country, for the purpose of bringing the 
Department more directly into touch with provincial firms than 
has been possible hitherto. With the co-operation of the Associa- 
tion of British Chambers of Commerce, the necessary facilities will 
be provided by the local Chambers of Commerce to enable the 
representatives of firms desiring to export British goods to inter- 
view the officers of the Department in their own locality. This, 
it is hoped, will obviate the inoonvenience of travelling to London 
for the purpose of consulting the Department on matters connected 
with overseas trade. It is intended that the visits of officers shall 
be monthly, and will extend in each case over a period of about 
five days. The following programme has now been definitely 
arranged for the next two months :— 


Birmingham Chamber of Commerce — 8th/12th March. 


Manchester is » б 16th/19th _,, 
Glasgow ^ i 22nd/26th  ., 
Sheffield " » к 29th March to Ist April. 
Bradford " M 12th/16th April. 
North Staffordshire Chamber o 
Commeroe (Tunstall) ..  26th/30th  , 


The officers visiting the centres named will deal with inquiries - 


connected with overseas trade possibilities and conditions, and, 
ai far as may be possible, will discuss such matters as the 
following :— 


1. Contracts open to tender. 
2. Overseas demand for particular goods. 
3. Importers of various goods in overseas markets. 
4. Agencies for British manufacturers. 
6. General conditions obtaining in overseas markets, including : 
Best method of marketing and distribution. 
Oredit conditions. 
Terms of payment. | 
Nature of competition and best methods of meeting same, &c. 
6. Shipping and tranaport. 


It is further hoped that these visita may be the means of 
enabling the Department to keep abreast of local industrial develop- 
ments in their bearing on overseas trade. Applications to intor- 
view the Officers of the Department should be addressed direct to 
the Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce at the most suitable 
centre named above. 


Liverpool Electrical Dispute.— There is every prospect 
of an early settlement of the dispute at Liverpool between the 
Electrical Trades Union and the National Federated Electrical 
Association over a new code of working rules. Our correspondent 
understands that а meeting has taken place between the Liverpool 
representatives of the Electrical Trades Union and the Association, 
and that certain decisions were arrived at which require the ratifiea- 
tion of the operators on one hand and the Council of the National 
Federated Electrical Association on the other. The men, mean- 
while, are withholding their labour, having refused to return to 
work pending negotiations, The dispute is now in its ninth week. 


Ап Indian Inquiry—Messrs. Daisy & Co., import 
merchants and agents, of 2/105, Armenian Street, P.O. Box No. 149, 
ras, desire to receive samples and price information from 
British manufacturers of electrical fittings and accessories, as they 
ме developing the business of their electrical department, 


Plant for Sale.—Rochdale Corporation has for disposa 
two Bruce Peebles 120-kw. La Cour converters, direct coupled to 
generator; Tynemouth Corporation Electricity Department invites 
offers for two Holmes-Belliss and one Westinghouse-Belliss steam 
generators, each 190 Kw. D.C. For full particulars see our adver- 
tisement pages to-day. 


Coal in South Africa. We have received a Special 
Coal Number” of the South African Mining and Engineering 
Journal, Johannesburg, dated December, 1919, price 2s. 6d., in 
which is concentrated a veritable mine" of information on the 
subject of the fuel resources of the Union of South Africa (p. 23). 
We note that Sir Dugald Clerk's statements ing the virtues 
of gas have been taken literally, and that the 71 per cent. of the 
original total heat of the coal" which he claims for the 
carbonisation of coal is accepted at its face value, and used as an 
argument in favour of delay in the erection of large electric power 
stations, and the electrification of railways. We again point out 
that the 71 per cent.” is a gross figure, and does not represent the 
net available heat—astill less does it represent the available energy 
of the gas, coke, and tar, seeing that not more than one-third of 
it can be utilised for motive power. Moreover, as is pointed out 
on p. 23, electric power is generated at large stations from small 
waste coal, which is useleas to the gas works. Apart from this 
aspect of the subject, the issue is an admirable one, containing an 
immense amount of detailed information. 


Lead.—Messrs. С. Cawson & Co. report under date 
March 6th :— 


The supply of lead for consumers is still quite abundant. There, however, 
is less Broken Hill coming forward, and no arrivals are expected for some 
few weeks, although lead still continues to come in from other directions. 
Some reports predict & shortage of lead later in the year, 'This may or may 
not turn out to be correct, as the output may change very considerably during 
the next few months, We cannot pretend to tell at present what may be the 
ideas of speculators. There seems to be an opinion that they may take the 
market in hand and give prices a fresh push upwards. The position is now 
probably ripe for such an operation, as most of the weak holders have cleared 
out. 


Messrs. JAMES FORSTER & Co., on the same date, stated: 
The immediate future of the market is in the hands of the Controller. . . 
We suggest that those who have bought the stock should pay for it where it 
lies, with an allowance for delivery. If it is shipped to London by the 
thousands of tons,it will probably go to America, with disastrous results 
here. . . . Onr view is that a famine in lead in the summer is inevitable, 
and that if the Government stocks are allowed to goto America, we shall 

experience great scarcity before next month is out. 

Itallan Companies.—Six large Italian electrical com- 
panies are in process of increasing their capitals by large amounts : 
—The Società Industria Elettrica Schledense (Schio), from 300,000 
to 1,000,000 lire; the Società Italiana di Elettrochimica (Rome) 
from 10,000,000 to 21,000,000 lire; the Società Italiana Telefoni 
Poivati (Milan), from 4,500,000 to 7,500,000 lire; the Società 
Generale Elettrica della Sicilia (Milan) from 32,000,000 to 
50,000,000 lire; the Società Italiana dei Forni Elettrici e dell' 
Elettro-Carbonium (Rome), from 6,825,000 to 14,000,000 lire ; and 
the Società Anglo-Romana (Rome), from 40,000,000 to 50,000,000 
lire. 

The Società Forze Idrauliche dell' Alto Po (Milan) has decided 
to transfer its quarters to Genoa, and elect & new council. This 
company is now controlled by the Negri. 

There has been formed the &ocietà Anonima A, B, d, D (with 
office at 22, Via Bigli, Milan), for the working of  electro- 
mechanical patents, and the manufaoture of and trade in mechanical 
apparatus. The capital is 600,000 lire, raisable to 1,000,000 lire. 

The Società in Accomandita, "Sormani Aldo e Ca.,“ has been 
established at Netro, for the construction and repair of electrical 
material for lighting and power. Capital, 35,000 lire. 

The Società Anonima Monti e Martini-Fabbricka Riunite 
Materiale Elettrico has been set up at Milan, with a capital of 
2,000,000 lire. 

The Società Itala per Forniture Elettriche has been established 
at Rome, with & capital of 100,000 lire. 5 


French Companies.— Under the style of Henriquel et 
Noél, with offices at 15, Rue Delayrac, a company has been founded 
at Fontenay-sous-Bois, Seine, for the carrying out of mechanical 
and electrical undertakings ; capital, 25,000 fr. 

The Société Commerciale de l'Appareillage Gardy is the title of 
a company formed at 15, Rue de Milan, Paris, for the purchase, 
sale, export, and import of all kinds of electrical material, including 
ceramics. Capital, 100,000 fr. 

The Société de la Forces de la Sélune ig about to issue 2,000,000 fr, 
worth of 6 per cent. bonds. 
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‘Rennions: and Socials.— The staff and friends of 
Greenock Corporation electricity department met in a social 
capacity in the Tontine Hotel on February 25th, the occasion being 
the annual dance of the department. Mr. W. McGibbon, installa- 
tion superintendent, was responsible for the decoration of the hall, 
a novelty in this connection being the use of four British Thomson- 
Houston floodlight projectors fitted with coloured screens, The 
kaleidoscopic effect of these colours on the ladies’ dresees was too 
beautiful for words. The company included Mr. F. H. Whysall, 
burgh electrical engineer, and Mrs. Whysall: Bailie Russell, vice- 
convener of the Electricity Committee, and Mrs. Russell. Repre- 
sentatives of many leading éngineering and manufacturing firms 
were also present. The programme, which included a number of 
the old popular dances, also contained many of the latest examples 
of the terphischorian art. The duties of the M.C. were capably 
executed by Messrs. W. Woodrow, N. Watson. and A. Lang. 
Mr. Roberts, meter superintendent, was responsible for the 
arrangements, ' 

A grand concert, followed by a whist drive and dance, was held 
at the Borough Hall, Greenwich, on March 3rd, and was attended 
hy employés of Messrs. ELLIOTT BROS. (LONDON), LTD., Century 
Works, Lewisham, and their friends, to the number of about 500. 
The arrangements were in the hands of an Organising Committee 
consisting of members of the Elliott" Social Association. The 
concert was arranged by Mr. Raymond O. Smith, secretary to the 
company, who also conducted the “Century Works" orchestra, 
which rendered selections from well-known composers. The 
vocalista were Miss D. Mackay Webster, Miss Helen Sola, Mr. Lealie 
Wissler and Mr. Ben Lawes, a member of The Follies.” Mono- 
logues were given by Mrs: В. О. Smith. Refreshments were served 
and there was dancing in the small hall. which had been engaged 
for this purpose. Mr. A. Treliving acted as M. C., and Mr. R. D. 
Johnson's Imperial Band provided the music. The whist drive 
was held in the large hall, about 45 tables being occupied. Mr. 
L. W. Smith. a director of the company, who also distributed the 
prizes, was M.C., assisted by Mr. W. F. Beaden. 

The Social Club connected with Popes ELECTRIC LAMP 
Co. LTD. (Willesden), held a whist drive and dance at the 
Leopold Road Schools, Harlesden, on 3rd inst., about 450 of the 
staff and workpeople being present. The prizes were presented by 
Mrs. F. L. Pope. Mr. Pope, Mr. E. A. Marx (sales manager) and 
Mr. Stanley Carman (works manager) were preeent. 


Trade Announcements. SIR J. F. PAYNE GALLWEY, 
Brown & Co., LTD., with a capital of £50,000, have acquired the 
interests of Messrs. Payne Gallwey, Brown & Co., formerly trading 
at 49, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. The offices of the new com- 
pany are at 58, Victoria Street, S. W. 1. Sir J. F. Payne Gallwey 
and Mr. C. L. Brown, A.M.I.E.E., are joint managing directors. 
The company carries on the business of a central organisation for 
the distribution of machinery, equipment and stores for collieries 
and works, exporters and importers, and it also carries out com- 
plete equipment of collieries, &c. 

. Messrs. BROLT. LTD., of Birmingham, have built and equipped 
a large works and head office at Rood End Road, Oldbury, to meet 
the increased call for their manufactures. The Princip Street 
works will be continued ав a repair and service depot. 

MR. J. Dyson. electrical engineer, of 7, Aldermanbury, Bradford, 
has acquired additional premises at No. 1, Hustlergate. 

MESSRS. PAXTON & GEORGE have started in business as butchers’ 
outfitters and electrical engineers at St. Peters, Gilmore Place, 
Edinburgh, and they desire to receive electrical manufacturers’ 
catalogues, display cards, &c. Mr. W. J. Paxton was for some 
years on the engineering staff of the Clyde Valley Electrical 
Power Co. 

MESSRS. JOHN ARMSTRONG & Co. are commencing business as 
electric light and power engincers, at Lancaster Buildings, Barton 
Square, St. Ann Street, Manchester. Manufacturers’ lists are 
asked for. | 

THE ELECTRICAL SPECIALITIES Co., LTD., whose registered 
offices are in Sheffield, have taken over the wholesale business 
carried on by Electro Agencies, of 21, Woodstock Street, Oxford 
Street, London, W. 1, where the business will be carried on as usua]. 


. New Spanish Company.— The Sociedad Hidro-electrica 
del Cado is the name of a new company which has lately been 
formed in Barcelona, with a capital of 7,500,000 pesetas. 


Catalogues and Lists.— THE FALKIRK Inox C0., LTD., 
Falkirk.—List No. 219. Priced aud illustrated leaflet dealing 
with the latest development of the " Falco" electric cooker. The 
makers state that deliveries can be made from stock. 

FULLER'S UNITED ELECTRIC WokKs, LTD. Woodland Works. 
Chadwell Heath. Essex.—Catalogue 69, describing portable accumu- 
lators (principally designed for automobile starting and lighting), 
hand-lamps, and small armoured cables. Priced and illustrated. 

AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC FORNACES, LTD., 281-283, Gray's 
Inn Road, W.C. 1.—" Heat Treatment Bulletin No. 19.“ The 
Transformation Ranges of Steel.” 

THE Ввїтїзн THOMSON-Houston Co., LTD., Mazda House, 77. 
Upper Thames Street, Е.С. 4.—Sections 1 and 2 of new price-list 
giving illustrations and prices of a wide ranve of street lanterns for 
use with Mazda half-watt lamps. Data and characteristic curves 
are given for each type. Section 2 deals principally with water- 
tight and gastight fittings. 


Calendar. — THE IIAcK ERDE CABLE Co., Lro., of 
Hackbridge. Surrey. have sent us a handy and pleasing little 
calendar-card for desk use during the month of March. It is 
intended to issue such carda monthly. 


Domestic Electrification: — Copies of the coloured 
supplement relating to this subject which appears in the Beamu 
Journal for February can b» obtained from the offices of the British 
Electrical Development Association (Inc), 84, Kingsway, W. C. 2. 


Foreign Trade.— FEBRUAR Y Fiaures.—The following 
are the values given of electrical goods and machinery in the official 
returns of imports and ex porta for January :— 


February, Inxo. or 2 months, 1920. 

| с 1920. deo. Inc. or det.. 

IMPORTS. £ & £ r 

Electrical goods, &o. ... 91,706 — 38,153 — 22,251 . 
Machinery -— e. 1,383,429 + 114,154 + 863,211 

EXPORTS. | 

Electrical goods, &c. ... 629,247 + 388,974 + 273,282 
Machinery . . . 2,743,237 +1,260,118 + 271,243 


National Joint Board of Employers and Staff Members 
(Electricity Supply Industry).—A special meeting of the above 
Board was held at the Ministry of Labour on the 6th inet., to con- 
sider matters referred to the Board by the E.P.E.A. Mr. R. P. Sloan 
was elected chairman of the meeting. The E. P. E. A. called the 
attention of the Board to the action of the Poplar Borough Counoil 
in declaring that the E. P. E. A. was not a recognised Trade Union, 
and instructing certain members of the technical staff. of the 
undertaking to join the E. T. U. or the Municipal Officers Association. 
After discussion, the employers’ side of the National Joint Board 
agreed that they would notify the Poplar Borough Council that 
they recognised the E.P.E.A. аз a Trade Union duly registered, and 
a competent body to deal with matters affecting the technical staffa 
in the Electricity Supply Industry. The members of the employers’ 
side of the board were further of the opinion that members of the 
E.P.E.A. in the employ of the Poplar Borough Council should be 
accepted as belonging to a recognised Trade Union. 

The E P. E. A. cited the case of the Bournemouth and Poole 
Electric Supply Co., which had instructed one of its senior officers 
that he must resign his membership of the EP. E. A., on the ground 
that he could not sit on both sides of the'table." The employers’ 
side of the Joint Board agreed to notify the Bournemouth and 
Poole Electric Supply Co. that it had decided that the members of 
the technical staff up to and including the deputy chief official 
might quite properly be members of the E.P.E A. 7 

As it is stated that the duties of Mr. Goodyer are auch as to 
bring him within the above grades, no exception can be taken to 
his membership of the E. P. E. A. ? 

Тһе E.P.E.A. referred to the position of affairs at Stalybridge, 
and the evidence indicated that the Stalybridge, Hyde, Moasley and 
Dukinfield Tramways and Electricity Board had 

(a) Refused to inatitute a Committee of Inquiry into this 
dispute. | 

(^) Refused to refer the dispute to the employers’ side of the 
National Joint Industrial Council (Electricity Supply Industry). 

(c) Refused to hear the representatives of the E. P. E. A. in con- 


_ nection with the dispute. 


The employers’ side of the National Joint Board agreed to urge 
the Minister of Labour to order an inquiry into the dispute 
between the Stalybridge Board and the E.P.E.A. Further par- 
ticulars as to the Stalybridge dispute appear ір our Notes pages. 


American Westinghouse Employés lusured.— One of 
the largest group insurance policies on record has been issued by 
the Hartford Travellers' Insurance Co. to the employés of the 
Westinghouse Electric Co., who have been insured for 320,000,000. — 
The Times. 


A German Amalgamation Rumour.—Heports were in 
circulation on the Berlin Stock Exchange, last week, to the effect 
that negotiations were proceeding with a view to the amalgamation 
of the F. Krupp Co., the A.E.G., and Felten & Guilleaume. It is 
unofficially explained, however, that the rumours were due to a 
proposed agreement under which the Krupp Co. would supply the 
A.EG. with a definite quantity of semi-finished materials. 


Auction Sales. By order of the Controller, Aircraft 
Department Disposal Board, Messrs. Goddard & Smith will sell by 
auction, on March 26th, at Earl's Court Exhibition, a quantity 
of balloons and balloon gear, also about 3,50) 2-volt accumulator-. 
insulating cable, &c. Assets Auctions Co. will sell by auction on 
March 18th, at Newington Causeway, the stock of an electrical 
factor. For particulars see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Dock Electricians’ Strike.— Owing to four G. P. O. 
employés engaged in installing telephones being non-Unionista, all 
the electricians at the Tilbury, Millwall, Blackwall, and Royal 
Albert Docks stopped work on Saturday last as a protest against 
the employment of non-Union labour, says the Westminster 
(razette. A liner had to leave Tilbury in an unfinished condition 
with regard to electrical fittings, owing to the sudden termination 
of work by the electricians. 


Liquidations and Dissolutions —CoLLins ENGINEERS, 
Lrp., 39A, Keens Road, Croydon.—In this matter a summary of the 
statement of affairs has now been issued, and according to this 
the unsecured creditors’ claims amount to £15,363, while the 
assets are estimated to produce 66.549, There are other liabilities 
put down at 43.901, but these are not taken to rank in the state- 
ment of affairs. Then claims of the debenture holdera amount to 
£10,000. and the assets are not sufficient to meet these claims by 
about £3,450, while there are preferential creditors in respect of 
taxes and wages amounting to £1.300, the deficiency as regards 
creditors, therefore. being £20,114. As regards contributories 
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there is stated to be a total deficiency of £25,114. It appears 
that the winding- up order was made on December 11th, 1919, on a 
creditor's petition. On October 7th, 1919, one of the debenture 
holders. appointed a receiver, Mr. Maurice L. Wells, of 118, New- 
gate, Street, E. C., who took poesession on that date. The receiver had 
since been endeavouring to work up a large stock of parts to 
complete dynamo lighting sets, and although more may now. be 
realised than appears in the statement, there seems no prospect of 
any dividend for the unsecured creditors. The failure of the com- 
pany is attributed by Mr. Collins to losses on manufacture of muni- 
tions and losses incurred in manufacturing the A.P. Lighting 
Bynamo Set, which the company believed was a valid patent, 
but which turned out to be worthless, He further states 
that the machinery installed by Mr. Robinson, for the purposes 
Gf carrying out the munitions contracts was after six months 
of working found to be unsuitable; that it had to be scrapped 
and replaced by larger and more expensive machinery, and 
that the loss of output during that period was serious ; that 
the qa uality of iron castings supplied by various manufacturers was 
ünsatisfaotory in 76 per cent. of the deliveries; that huge 
rejections of materials were made, and the loss of labour and 
output on this faulty material was persistent and heavy ; that the 
Ministry of Munitions at last undertook to help to get suitable 
material, but it was some months before manufacturers could be 
found to supply a suitable quality; that the Armietice was 


declared just when proper qualities and quantities of raw materials 


were coming in and the machinery and labour were co-ordinating, 


and when the company was delivering 20,000 fuse plugs weekly; 


that at.the end of 1918 the company’s trading losses on war con- 
tracts had amounted to about 4 12.500; and that approximately 
£8,000 expended on the mass production of the dynamo lighting 
set has been lost. . 

Cosmos CONSOLIDATED, LTD.—Winding up voluntarily. Liqui- 
dator, Sir A. F. Whinney, 4B, Frederick Place, Old Jewry, E.C. 

Cosmos ENGINEERING Co. LTD. —Winding up voluntarily. 
Liquidator, Mr. T. D. Cocke, 44, Gresham Street, E.C. Meeting of 
oreditors March 19th. 

MOTIVE POWER IMPROVEMENT Co., LTD. — Meeting. April 12th, 
at 6, Eldon Street, E. O., to hear ап account of the winding · up from 
the liquidator, Mr. D. G. Jarvis, 

JAMES NELSON, JOHNSON & Co., electricians, 25, Porter Street, 
and 68A, Wright Street, Kingston- -upon- -Hull — Messrs, T. Hall and 
J. N. Johnson have dissolved partnership. Mr. Hall will attend to 
debts. "s 

FORNEAUX & THOMAS, electrical engineers and contractors, 
Swansea.— Mr. A. L. Furneaux and Mr. A. d. Thomas have 
dissolyed partnership, Debts will be attended to by Mr. A. G. 
Thomas. 

Јонмѕом, O'SULLIVAN X Co., electrical engineers, 5, Manor 
Parade, Church End, Finchley, N. —Mr. Н. W. Johnson and Mr. J. 
O'Sullivan have dissolved partnership. Mr. H. W. Johnson will 
attend to debts and continue the business under the same style. 


Merchandise Marks Committee.—This Committee met 
at the Board of Trade, Jast week. Witnesses on behalf of the 
Association of British Chambers of Commerce and the Sheffield 
and London Chambers of Commerce dealt with the marking of 
imported, transhipped, and re- exported goods, and considered, 
among other things, the problems arising in connection with 
imported raw materials and with goods which undergo processes 
in more than one country. The probable effects of the adoption 
of empire, national, and community marks of origin were con- 
sidered, and representations regarding the improper use of British 
hall-marks ‘abroad were made by the Sheffield Chamber. The 
questions of the marking of imported goods, the prevention of 
false descriptions, the use of national trade-marks, and the pro- 
tection of British marks in foreign countries were dealt with from 
the points of view of their respective industries, 


British Trade with France.—The British Chamber of 
Commerce in Paris reports a membership of nearly 2,000, as against 
800 before the war. 


Book Notices.— Mathematical Tables." Price 48. 6d. 
net. Pp. 80. “Five-figure Logarithms and Trigonometrical 
Functions." Price 18. 6d. net. Pp. 40. By W. E. Dommett and 

C. Hird. London: James Selwyn & Co., Ltd.—The former 
forins the second volume of a series of engineering tables and data, 
and contains five-figure logs, hyperbolic logs, and logs of functions, 
trigonometrical tables, general tables of squares, cubes, roota, &o., 
decimal equivalents and conversion tables, and mensuration tables 
for circles and &pheres. The text is clearly printed and set. out, 
on matt-surface paper, the lines being grouped where poasible, 
to facilitate reference, and the decimal equivalents are generally 
carried only to five figures, which is ample for moat purposes. . The 
second book (a paper-backed brochure) contains the most useful of 
the tables given in the larger volume. All the tables are upright, 
which is by far the most convenient arrangement, 

" Aluminium Sheet, " Aluminium Circles," and “ Aluminium 


Tubes," are three pamphlets published by the British Aluminium Co., 


Ltd., with a view to supplying the information so often sought by 
those in the aluminium industry. The notes are practical, concise 
and in a handy form. The B.A. Co. will supply copies gratis to 
those interested in the subject. 

Electric Lighting in the Home.“ By Leon Gaster and J. 8. 
Dow (32 pp). London: Pitman & Sons, price 6d. net.—Notes on 
effective lighting for á complete house, detailing the requirements 
of each room. 


Wo have received a copy of the first number of The Rubher Age, 


& monthly paper issued at 1s., from 13, Essex Street, Strand, W.C. 2, 


There are many notes of topical interest respecting rubber and the 
rubber trade, and subjecta dealt with in article form include :—' 
The future of the rubber industry ; rubber for paving and tlooring ; 
rubber shock absorbers ; rubber and aviation ; the plantation. 
industry, &c. 

" The Henley Telegraph," the staff magazine of W. T. Henley's 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. Vol. I. No. 2 (32 pp. ), price 6d.—-This isa 
well-produced journal of no mean literary merit ; it contains short 
articles and notes of general interest, and devotes a good deal of 
attention to the firm’ 8 social side. 

" Vickers' News.“ Vol. I, No. 11.— This number includes notes 
on the Kwall Falls (Niagara) Power Scheme, and other Vickers 
undertakings. 

"Text Book on Machine Drawing for Electrical Engineers." 
By E. Blythe. Pp. 81,18 plates. London: Cambridge University 
Press. Price 20s. net. 

The Propagation of Electric Currents in Telephone and Tele- 
graph Conductors.” By Prof. J. A. Fleming. London: Constable 
and Co. Price 21s. net. 

Technologic Paper, No. 143, Of the U.S. Bureau of Standarda, 
“ A Study of the Deterioration of Nickel Spark-plug Electrodes in 
Service.” 16 pp. Washington: Government Printing Office.— 
Notes on investigations into the effects of heat, &c., on nickel wire 
electrodes, illustrated by photomicrographs. 

“ Tilling-Stevens Gazette." Vol. I, No. 1 (16 pp.).— This. first 
number of the magazine for the employés of Messrs. Tilling- 
Stevens, Maidstone, is well produced and illustrated. 


A Dutch Export Veto Raised.—The Dutch Ministry of- 
Commerce and Industry has just issued an order removing, as 
from March lst, the export veto on dynamos, motors, apparatus, 
&o., with the exception of electricity meters. 


German Export Veto Removed.— The export veto 
imposed by the German Government, last December, hae been. 
abolished in the case of spare parts for electrical machinery, arc, 
lamps, and slectrical heating and cooking apparatus. | — 


New French Electrical Company.— A new company has 
lately been formed in Paris (39, Rue des Acacias) with a capital of 
2,000,000 fr., and the title La Société z Transformáteur (Matériel 
Electrique et Mécanique). 


LIGHTING . AND POWER NOTES... 


E urs 


“Athlone. —Etecrnic LIGHTING SCHEME. „бй: to the 
unsatisfactory state of the gas works, the Council has called in gn. 
expert to prepare a scheme of electric lighting for the town. 


Barnstaple.—48-HouR WrkkK.—The Town Council has 
adopted the 48-hour week system at the electricity works, and' 
additional staff has been engaged accordingly. The wages of 
almost all the employés have been increased, and the assistant 
electrical engineer is to receive an additional £25 per annum. 

PROPOSED PRICE INCREASE.—The Town Council has applied to 
the Electricity Commissioners for an order to increase the r maximum 
charge for electricity. 


Batley.—Loan.—The Electric Lighting Committee is. 
seeking borrowing powers for plant and cable extensions. 


Blackburn.— ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—It has been decided 
to inquire from the Darwen Corporation whether it is still desirous 
of Blackburn supplying electricity next winter ; also to apply to 
the Commissioners for permission to supply electricity to the town- 
ships of Rishton, Wilpshire, and Great Harwood, situated on the 
borough boundary. 

New PLANT.-—The Town Council has adopted the report of the 
electrical engineer advising the purchase of an additional 10, 000-Kw,., 
set and accessories at the new Whitebirk station. Mechanical 
коо blowers are recommended for all boilers in this station. Е 


' Віаскроо!. — КЕВАТЕ, — The rebate to domestic consumers. 
consequent upon the reduction in coal prices, hag been fixed by the 
Electricity Committee at 1d. per unit from January lst last. "s 


Birkenhead.—Loan SancTIONED.—The Town Coun il 
lias received sanction to a loan of £21,331 for plant, mains, K. 


Bolton.— PROPOĩSSED Prick INCREASE.—The electrical 
engineer has submitted the following suggestions to the Eleotrioity 
Committee to meet the increased cost of production. The price 
per unit for lighting to be raised by O'Id., with a minimum charge 
of 308. per annum. Power to ordinary consumers to be increased: 
by 02d. per unit. To bulk consumers the charges should be raised 
from the present scale of 308. to £2 10s. per KW. to a new scale 
ranging from £3 88 to £3 18s. per KW. The charges to bulk 
consumers not included in this scale to be increased by £1 per EN 


Bradford. — SU B-STATION.—A scheme for the recon~ 
struction of the Bolton Road sub-station has been selected from. 
five alternative proposals by the city electrical engineer. 

The Electricity Committee has approved the laying of mains to 
Richmond Road, Longside Lane, and elsewhere, at a cost of £426. 


Braintree —BULK SUPPLY.—At a recent meeting of 
the Council, a report of the Electricity and Lighting Committee | 
regarding the advisability of obtaining a bulk supply for the. 
distriet was adopted, and a licence is to be applied for, 
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Colwyn Bay.—Burk SuPPLY.—The North Wales Power 
and Traction Co. has commenced the erection of overhead lines 
from the Dolgarrog station by means of which a bulk supply is to 
be transmitted to Oolwyn Bay under the terms of a recent 
agreement. 


Colchester.— PRICE IN OREABE.— The Town Council has 
inoreased the price of electricity to 9d. per unit for lighting and 
by id. per unit for power. . 


Continental.— France.—According to the Economisie 
Européen, the French found no large water-power works in Alsace- 
Lorraine, but these provinces might well supply 1 million E P. if 
the scheme for exploiting the Rhine from Bale to Lauterburg were 
realised. Portions of this scheme were prepared by the German 
authorities before the war. The French Public Works Department 
has made further plans of far-reaching importance ; eight power 
works are to be erected, extending from the Swiss frontier to 
Markelsheim, near Strasbourg, which will develop on an average 
800,000 н.Р. Later on the water of the section of the Rhine below 
the influx of the Ill will be utilised.— Economic Review. 

Discussing the question of the advisability of importing coal 
or electrical energy produced in England to work French railways, 
the Rerue Générale d' Electricité says :—M. L. Neu has submitted 
to the Ministry of Industrial Reconstruction the idea of subetitut- 
ing the importation of electric energy from England to Francs. for 
the importation of coal. The question of the use of undersea cable 
for high-tension current may, he says, be considered as settled, 
since an installation of this kind has been working for several 
years between Sweden and Denmark, at 25,000 volta for a power of 
50,000 kw. M. Neu's problem, therefore, involves no new principle. 

Application has been made by the Electrique de Bretagne, 
located at Rennes, for & conoession from the State, on public 
utility grounds, to set up & distribution network to serve the dis- 
tricts comprised within Guichen (départ. Ille-et-Vilaine), and 
Chateauneuf (départ. Cotes-du-Nord), with branches to Dinan, 
Bécherel, Dol, Combourg, Rennes, and Cháteaubourg-Jauzé. 

In the mining region of Marles, Pas de Calais, 125,000 miners 
are on strike. All the local railway workers and employés at 
the electrical works have also ceased work. It is feared that the 
trouble may spread to Bruay and other mining centres.— Daily 
Mail. 

SWITZEBLAND.—The North-East Switzerland Power Works, 
which has largely increased the power generated in the last few 

ears, intends to erect three new generating stations, viz., at 
ttatein-Gippingen, on the Aar, at a cost of fr. 65 millions, to 
generate 260 mill. Kw.-hours; and at Wäggital, near Zürich, at a 
cost of fr. 60 mill, to generate 60 mill. Kw.-hours. The company 
intends to issue new capital for fr. 114 mill., viz., fr. 34 mill. in 
ordinary and fr. 80 mill. in preference sbares. The shares will be 
divided among the cantons. 

The company proposes to issue a debenture loan for fr. 15 mill. 
and its customers will be asked to pay more for their electrical 
energy. economic Review. 

DRNMABK.—The Department of Overseas Trade has received 
advice from H.M. Chargé d'Affaires in Copenhagen to the effect 
that the Copenhagen Municipality is considering the vote of nearly 
3,000,000 kroner for а 10,000-Kw. turbo-generator for the electri- 
cal works, and 270,000 kroner for the conversion of 10 boilers to oil 
firing; 480,000 kroner for tank and piping installations, and 
2,202,000 kroner for the extension of transmission and high-tension 
cables. It is further stated that one or two of the provincial 
municipalities of Denmark are increasing their electrical plant, 
and it is suggested that British firms which are represented in Den- 
mark should request their local agents to watch proceedings 
carefully with a view to obtaining a share of this business. It 
will be necessary to consider the question of credit terms in view 
of the unfavourable Danish exchange. At present rate of exchange, 
22-23 kroner = £1. " 


RUMANIA.—The Ministry of Finance has introduced а Bill to 
authorise an increase in the taxes on petroleum products and on 
electricity. It is calculated that the revenue from these two sources 
will exceed 2,000,000,000 lei per annum. 

GERMANY.—It is reported that a large boiler burst, on the 
morning of March 9th, at the Rhenish-Westphalian electricity 
works, burying about 90 workmen. At least БО persons are 
estimated to have been killed. 


Dingwall.—Street LIGdKTING.— The Electric Light Co. 
has offered to adapt the present gas lamps for electricity at a 
oost of £625. The Town Council has referred the matter to the 
Lighting Committee for investigation into comparative costs. 


Doncaster.— ExTENSIONS.—T he Corporation has approved 
estimates totalling £120,850 for the provision of new plant, &c. 
Application has already been made for permission to borrow 
# 40,000. 


Gillingham (Kent).—Supriy rrom Dockvanp.—The: 


Town Council has decided to grant a licence to the Naval author- 
ities at Chatham Dockyard to supply electricity to the Medway 
Shipbuilding Co., at works to be constructed at St. Mary's Island, 
for an agreed period and prices. 


Harrogate,—LoaN.—Borrowing powers are being sought 
for £15,700 for the establishment of a subsidiary power station 
near the Royal Bath, and for the installation of two 600-H.P. Diesel 
engines, to replace vertical steam engines which are now considered 
obsolete, 


Holme.—Girr To Councri.—-The electricity under- 
taking, inaugurated about six years ago, has been handed over to 
the District Council. The formal proceedings took place last week, 
Mr. C. Tinker, the chairman of the Holme Electric Oo., making a 
gift of the whole of the plant to the Council. Mr. Tinker had 
bought all the shares, representing a capital of £900. 


London.— Sr. PAxchAS.— The borough electrical engineer 
has been instructed to submit a scheme of extensions to the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners. This will include the addition of a 
7,000-Kw. turbo-generator, at an estimated cost of £60,000 and 
mains extensions in the King Street, Starch Green, Shepherd's 
Bush, and Wood Lane districts, costing approximately £21,700. 

A five-fold increase in the number of consumers during the past 
year was announced at the annual meeting of the Metropolitan 
Electric Supply Co., on March 9th. Everything, it was said, pointed 
to a great broadening out in the use of electricity. 


Loughborough.—PRoPosED  ExTENSIONS.— The Town 
Council is seeking the permission of the Electricity Commissieners 
to extend the generating station at an estimated cost of from 
£150,000 to £180,000. It was stated at a Council meeting that 
manufacturers’ demands could not be met unless these extensions 
were carried out. 


Maidstone.— Loans.— The Town Council has applied to 
the Electricity Commissioners for loans of £15,000 for a 600-Kw. 
rotary converter, switchgear, transformers, &c., needed for the 
supply of power to works at Tovil, and which will bring 
in a revenue of at least £14,500 a-year; and £6,500 for 
mains, &c., for the supply to the Cherry Orchard Estate. The 
Council is to take steps to supply for hiring purposes fittings and 
appliances for heating, lighting, and motive power. 


Newcastie-on-Tyne.— DIVIDENDS.— Out of a net profit 
for the year of £21,593, Newcastle-on-Tyne and District Electric 
Lighting Co., Ltd., proposes paying a dividend at the rate of 4 per 
cent. free of income-tax, and carrying forward £13,263. Outlay 
on buildings, plant and mains totalled £19,000 for the year. 


Salford.—LóAN.—Sanction is being obtained for the 
borrowing of £144,344 for expenditure upon additional plant and 
cable extensions. Two items included in the proposals are 
generating plant (£47,340), and boiler-house plant (£42,000). 


South Shields.—Prices.—The Electricity Committee 
has been approached by representatives of several of the lurgest 
power consumers, who request that if no reduction can be 
made in the present charges, which are considered too high, at 
least a guarantee should be given that rates will not be further 
raised. After consideration of the proposal, the Committee has 
decided that a guarantee of this nature can only be given if clauses, 
governing conditions created by rises or decreases in the cost of 
labour and coal, are inserted. It is acoordingly willing to enter 
into an agreement over a period of years on these conditions. 


St. Helens.—Loan SaANCTIONED.— The Town Council 
has received permission to borrow £21,414 for the purchase of 
additional switchgear, economisers, coal-handling plant, &c. 


Swindon.—Loan.—The Town Council has applied for 
a loan of £20,000 for additional plant and cable extensions. 


Watford.—PRoOPOosED Prick INCREASE.—Sanction to the 
Urban District Council's proposal to raise the price of electricity 
from 8d. to 9d. per unit is being withheld pending the receipt of 
more complete particulars. The Urban District Council intends 
to give a supply to Radlett as soon as possible. 


Water Power.—A special Committee, under the chair- 
manship of Sir John Snell, is investigating the possibility of 
utilising water power, both river and tidal, to generate electricity, 
and is drafting a report on how these means can be profitably 
employed in Great Britain. 


West Riding (Yorks.).—BuLk SUPPLIES,—A recent 
issue of the Yorkshire Observer gave some interesting infor- 
mation regarding the number of municipal authorities which have 
elected to take & bulk supply from & power company rather than 
inour the cost of extensions. Among these are Dewsbury, Batley, 
and Todmorden. The Brighouse Gouncil has found it more 
advantageous to close down the town electricity works and take a 
bulk supply from the Yorkshire Power Co. 


Wiéan.—EXxTENSIONS.— The Town Council is to apply 
for sanction to a loan of £50,000 to carry out extensions, including 
sums of £24,000 in connection with Ryland's Mills, and £12,000 for 
the Worsley Mesnes Mill. 


Worthing.—Loan Sancrion.—The Town Council has 
received sanction to a loan of £3,173 for the renewal of cables. 


Wrexham.— PRICE REVISION.— The Town Council has 
adopted the following revised scales of charges for electri- 
city :—Power and heating, for the first 400 units per quarter, 
34d. per unit plus 10 per cent. ; and beyond, 2id. plus 10 per cent., 
less a discount of 4d. per unit on all energy used, for prompt pay- 


. ment; or 32s. net per quarter for each KW. of maximum demand, 


plus ld. per unit, and 30 per cent.; for heating premises lighted 
throughout by electricity, 14d. plus 15 per cent., less id. discount. 
A special rate of 61d. per unit less 4d. discount, for factory, work- 
shop, or warehouse lighting where 10,000 units per annum are 
taken for power, bas been abolishei 
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TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Accringtou.—TRamMway SHELTER.—Mr. T. Gorden, of 
Blackpool, has promised to defray the cost of a tramway-waiting 
shelter at Accrington, costing £600. 


Belfast.— ADDITIONAL RoLLINd Srock.— In response to 
an appeal by a Labour Councillor for better travelling facilities for 
shipyard employés (numbering 10,000), it was stated that new cars 
would be delivered by the end of April if there were no industrial 
disputes in the meantime. The Corporation workshops are to be 
extended to enable the construction of cars to be accelerated. 


Birmingham.—By-Laws.—A new by-law is proposed 
to compel motorists to come toa standstill before passing stationary 
tramway care which passengers are leaving or entering. 


Blackpool,.— ADVERTISEMENTS.—The Tramways Com- 
mittee recently decided to dispense with advertisements on tram- 
cars. Advertisements are to be accepted on the newly acquired 
Blackpool and Fleetwood cars until present contracta expire, after 
which advertising is to be discontinued. 


Burnley, — New  Cans.— Тһе Tramways Committee 
recommends the purchase of five additional single-deck tramcars, 
and the oonstruction of two sidings and pits at a onst of 
£19,782. The Ministry of Transport is tó be asked to sanction 
& loan for this purpose. 

FARE8.—Although it was stated at a Council meeting that wages 
increased by £24,000, and total working expenses by £33,000, 
against a revenue increase of £32,000, a proposal to increase ld. 
fares by 50 per cent. was defeated. 


Chesterfleld.— Time ExtTEension.—The Minister of 
Transport has extended the time under the Corporation Railless 
Traction Act, 1913, for the completion of the overhead equip- 
ment, &., until August, 1921, and for the completion of certain 
tramways (Corporation Act, 1914) until July, 1921. 


Continental. FRANCE. — The Administration of the 
Railways has recently placed an order with Belgian manufacturers 
for 12,000 passenger coaches, which must be delivered within six 
months. At the same time, the Minister invited manufacturers to 
supply 42 new coaches, which are to be coupled to future elec- 
trioally-driven trains. The Railway Department thus appears to 
be desirous of being equipped in advance, in view of trials which 
may be made during the year on the Brussels to Antwerp line, the 
first on which experiments will be made of electric traction. These 
coaches cost 250,000 fr. each (£12,000 nominal). They will be 
built of iron throughout, and will carry 100 passengers. Their 
length will be 21 metres. We may вау in this connection that the 
5,000 21-ton metal coaches ordered recently will involve an outlay of 
80,000,000 fr. We are assured that the Belgian State is preparing 
a fresh order for wagons.—L’ Electricien. | 

NoRWAY.—The strike on the Christiania tramways has been 
brought to a satisfactory conclusion, the officials having accepted 
the Government terms. The tramway company will in future be 
subsidised by the municipality, being unable to meet ita own 
liabilities in respect of wages, pensions, &c.— Economic Heciew. 

SwEDEN.—The Swedish State Railways have asked the Govern- 
ment for a loan of 75,000,000 crowns for the electrification of the 
Stockholm-Gothenburg line, in order to save the high coets of fuel. 
It is calculated that with the present high price of coal the 
electrification costs will be redeemed in four years.— Morning Post. 


Gateshead.—FARx8s.—The Town Council has disapproved 
of the request of the Gateshead and District Tramways Co. to 
terminate the existing agreement by which the company charges 
1d. for all journeys on its routes, and to substitute a scale of fares 
up to a maximum of 3d. for a journey of 3} miles. Among other 
objections is one that the service is inadequate. 


Halifax. YEAR'S WORKING.—The report covering the 
year ended March 31st. 1919, shows a total income of £149,715, and 
an expenditure of K 111. 757, leaving a gross balance of £37,958. 
The net profit, after deduction of loan interests, income-tax, &c., 
was £10,767. The total number of passengers carried during the 
period was 24,516,973, including blind persons and disabled soldiers, 
who were allowed free journeys. 


London.— DEPTFORD.—Evidence is to be submitted to 
the Advisory Committee on London Traffic, in order to prove the 
necessity of an underground railway for South-East London. 

FARE INCREASE.—On Wednesday, after an all-night sitting, 
the London County Counvil decided to increase tramway fares by 
reducing the distance of the present stages. The new scale will 
come into operation as soon as the necessary arrangements can 
be made. A Committee of Inquiry is investigating the general 
conditions under which the tramways are operated, and, after it has 
reported, the Council will decide if it shall apply for powers to 
increase the statutory fare limit. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.— PROPOSED FARE INCREASE.—The 
City Council has received a report from the Tramways Committee 
urging increases in fares, The basis of the proposed new scale is 
ld. per mile, 14d. two miles, and 2d. for three miles. Halfpenny 
stages, with one exception, are to be abolished, workmen's and 


school-children's fares to be revised, and free travelling coupons for 
employés to be discontinued. It was stated that although the 
increase in revenue since 1915, has been £190,000, working expenses 
have risen by £234,000, of which £151,000 represents wage 
increases. With the exception of Glasgow, where the undertaking 
is being ran at a loss, Newcastle is the only town where fares on 
municipally-owned tramways have remained at the pre-war level. 
The matter was eventually held over to another meeting. The 
Tramways Committee is arranging for the purchase of 20 new cars. 


Railway Electrification.—It is reported that the Minister 
of Transport has appointed a committee to report upon the eleo- 
trification of main-line railways. 


St. Аппеѕ, — ОрровгтІом TO BILL.—St, Annes Tramways 
Purchase Bill is being opposed by the L. & Y. and L. & N.W. Railway 
Companies, Lytham Council, and Blackpool Council. An interview 
has taken place between representatives of St. Annes and Lytham 
Councils, and a letter containing amended terms has been sent to 
Lytham Council. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Cable Delays.—At a meeting of the Northamptonshire 
Chamber of Commerce last week, attention was drawn to the delay 
in cabling to the East. It was mentioned that a transaction 
involving a sum of £280,000 which would have been completed, 
had the cable gone out promptly, fell through owing to the 
difference in the value of the rupee making an adverse difference of 
about £14,000 in the quotation. 

The daily Press announces that the Atlantic-Pacific cable 
between the U.S.A. and the Far East, which has been interrupted 
for some time, was restored on February 28th. The Pacific cable 
between Australia and Canada is still interrupted. The Eastern 
Telegraph Co. has just laid two new cables, one from Cornwall to 
Gibraltar, and the other from Malta to Alexandria. The cable 
ship which completed this work was expected in London last 
week, and she will load up a new cable to lay between Aden and 
Bombay. It is hoped to bring this cable into service in May next. 
Another cable from Gibraltar to Malta, and one from ras to 
Singapore are to be laid shortly. 


France.—A high-power wireless station is to be erected 
at Oroix d’Hinge, near Bordeaux. According to Weltwirtschaft 
it will be five times as powerful as the Eiffel Tower station ; it will 
be completed this year, and will be capable of transmitting 72,000 
words per day with a range of 20,000 km. Economic Reriew, 


Japan.—A new wireless station has been opened near 
Tainan, Formosa, says Weltwirtschaft, for the use of the Japanese 
Navy, and another station is to be erected near Lin-shu-tun, in 
Manchuria.— Economic Review. 


New Telephone Exchange.—Particulars of the Stepney 
Borough Council’s opposition, in view of the shortage of housing 
accommodation, to the erection of the new telephone exchange at 
Spitalfields, have been brought to the notice of the London County 
Council and the Housing of the Working Classes Committee, and . 
the latter authority has been in communication on the subject with 
H.M. Office of Works, acting for the P.M.G. The erection of the 
permanent exchange to oocupy the whole site (comprising 80 houses 
and purchased by the P.M.G. in 1913), has, for the present, been 
deferred, it is now proposed to erect a temporary exchange ор а 
part only of the site, and the disposed tenants will be accom- 
modated in some of the unoccupied houses. 


Portugal.—A strike of railway, postal and telegraph 
workers commenced on March 2nd. Disorders have taken place, 
and railway and telegraphic communication between Portugal and 
Spain was completely interrupted. ‘The Vigo-Lisbon cable is no 
longer working. 

The principal telegraphic centres have been occupied by military 
telegraphists, who, after repairing the damage, re-established some 
of the lines. 

Nearly two months have elapsed since the telephone employés 
went on strike, and the instruments at the Lisbon central exchange 
were destroyed. 


Ship’s Wireless.—The standard ship’s wireless sets in 
the past have been capable of transmitting messages an average 
distance of 200 miles, and of receiving messages sent out by stations 
like Poldhu, up to perhaps 1,500 miles. A ship in mid-ocean in the 
past requiring to send messages to coast stations on either side of 
the Atlantic, has had to relay these messages across a chain of other 
ships. A new maritime wireless set has, however, been evolved by 
the Marconi Co. employing continuous waves which, although 
occupying leas space than the apparatus in use until now, has an 
efficient transmitting radius of 1,500 miles. One of these was 
fitted on the Zmperator, a second on the Carmania, and a third on 
the Mauretania. Busineas men on the /mperator were able to send 
wireless messages from that ship direct to the British Admiralty 
wireless station at Aberdeen and the Canadian Government station 
at Barrington Passage. They were also able to maintain direct 
communication with the Carmania, 1,000 miles distant, The result 
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was a heavy exchange of traffic in commercial messages, aud with 
the co-operation of the Post Office authorities in this country, some 
excellent performances in the matter of speed were recorded. 
It is now possible for a person in London to communicate 
quickly with passengers on these veasela at any time during their 
voyage at а charge of only 10jd. per word. Of this 103d., the Post 
Office receives 61d. for shore wireless and landline services. These 
new wireless equipments on these vessels are additional to the sete 
hitherto installed, mainly for the purposes of safety at sea, and it 
is intended that they shall be used exclusively for traffic require- 
ments. | ` 


| Spain.—The Spanish Government, says Weltwirtschaft, 
intends to lay a Spanish-Morocco submarine cable between Cadiz 
and Larache.— Economic Reriew, 


Wireless Direction-Finding Stations.— The London 
Gazette, March 5th, contains an Admiralty Notice to Mariners, 
‚Ко. 363 of 1920, which relates to wireless direction-finding stations, 
and gives regulations for D.F. stations in Canada, Newfoundland, 


U. S.A., United Kingdom, France, Italy, and Germany. 


Wireless Telephony.—According to Berlin newspaper 
reports, the trials of wireless telephony from Berlin to Karla- 
borg, in Sweden (435 miles), and from Berlin to Moscow (1,060 
miles), have proved successful.— Zhe Times. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTBICAL REVIEW im which the “ Official 
Notice” appeared.) | , | 


OPEN. i 


Aberdare. — March 20th. Urban District Council. 
Reconstruction of existing tramways ; also new tramways. Mr. 
E. M. Lacey, 12, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 


Australia. —MELBOURNE.—April 12th. City Council. 
Two 2,000-Kw. rotary converters ; H.T. switchgear, 6,600 v. ; D.C. 
switchgear, 600 v. (January 30th.) 


Aylesbury.— March 25th. Installation of electric light 
in St. John's Church. Specification, &c, from Mr. T. Moore, 
Fern Lea," 36, Bierton Hill, Aylesbury. 


Bedford. — March 81st. Electricity Department. 
Twelve months' supply of electricity meters and H.T. and L.T. 
cables. (March 5th.) mE 


Belgium.—March 27th. Municipal authorities of Liége. 
5.000-Kw. turbo-alternator for the central electricity generating 
station. Tenders to the Bureau des Adjudications des Services 
Industriels, 3, Rue Saint Etienne, Licge, whence particulars may 
be obtained. | | 

April 9th. Municipal authorities of Haccourt (Province of 
Liége). Concession for the electric lighting of the town. 


Blackpool.— Tramways Committee. Lorry, with tele- 
‚ scopic ladder, for repair work on Blackpool and Fleetwood route; 
also covered motor van. | 


Bristol.— March 22nd. Board of Guardians. Electric 
lighting installation at Eastville Institution.. (March 5th.) 


Carlisle.— March 19th. Electric light installation, Cecil 
Street Primitive Methodist Hall. 8. W. B. Jack, Architect, 19 
Lowther Street. EE 


Durham.—March 18th. Board of Guardians. Electric 
lighting installation at Poor Law Institution, 37, Crossgate. Mr. 
H. E. Ferens, Clerk to Board of Guardians, Union Offices, 25, 
Market Place. 


Eccles,— March 15th. Electricity Committee. 2/500 
K. v. A. three-phase transformers. Mr. H. W. Angus, Electricity 
Works. Cawdor Street, Patricroft. 


Edinburgh. — March 29th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. Condensing plant for Portobello station. Specification 
No. 23. (February 27th.) 

March 29th. Town Council. Structural steel for the new elec- 
tric generating station, Portobello. Sir A. B. W. Kennedy, 17, 
Victoria Street, Weatminster. 


France. — Paris. — March 30th. Two multiple com- 
mutator switchboards ; one each for the Bureau central té'éphonique, 
of Vienne (départ. Isère), and the Bureau central téléphonique, of 
Avignon (Depart. Vaucluse). Tenders to the Direction de |'Exploita- 

ion téléphonique, 4e Bureau, 103, Rue de Grenelle, Paris. 


Gellygaer. — March 21st. Urban District Council. 
Transformer plant, H.T. and L.T. switchgear, 11,000 v. and 500 v. 
overhead line material. (February 27th.) 


Kettering.— March 26th. Electricity Department. ('on- 
entric leal-covered feeder cable and feeder pillars, (See this 
seue.) 


Lincoln: April 8th: Electricity Department. . Pipe- 


work, and motor-generator and switchgear for St. Swithin’s power 


station, (March 5th.) 


London.—Great Central Railway. March 17th. Stores 
for 12 montbs, including elebtrical line construction, electrical 
apparatus, wires, cables, lamps, &c. Specifications from Mr. W. 
Williams, Stores Superintendent, G.C.R., Gorton, Manchester. . 

Macciesfleld.— March 15th. County Asylum. Electrical 
goods for six months. Mr. W. G. F. Tingay, Clerk. 


Manchester. — March 19th. Electricity Committee. 
Supply and erection, at Dickinson Street generating atation, of 
direct-current switchgear. Mr. F. E. Hughes, Secretary, Electricity 


Department. А 


Margate.— March 15th. Town Council. Electric light 
installation, Municipal Buildings. Borough Surveyor, 13, Grosvenor 
Place. | . a | TN 

Mountain Ash,.— March 20th. Urban District Council 
Electricity Department. Transformer plant. H. and L.T, switch- 
gear, three-core and four-core armoured cables and overhead line 
equipment. (Marob 5th.) · 


New Zealand.— Dvunepin.—April 26th. City Council. 
(a) electric car bodies; (5) car trucks; and (с) car equipment. 
Documents may be consulted by British firms interested, at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 
35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1 (Room 49). i 

April 81st. Auckland Harbour Board. Electric cranes. Mr. 
R. B. Burnett, Secretary, Quay Street, Auckland. 


Plymouth. — March 18th. Electricity Committee. 
Turbo-alternator, converter and booster. (February 27th.) 

South Africa,.—April 24th. . Oudtshoorn Municipality. 
Time for receipt of tenders extended from March 24th to April 24th. 

Spain.—The municipal authorities of Caldas de Regas 


have lately invited tenders for the concession for the electric light- 
ing of the town during a period of 15 years. 


7 i 


CLOSED. 


Aldershot.— Urban District Council :— i 
Cables, turbines, &c., £7,658.—Callender’s Oable & Construction Co., Ltd. 


Belgium.— Tenders were recently invited by the municipal 
authorities of Villers-le-Peuplier (Province of Liége), for the con- 
cession for the electric lighting of*the town, Not a single offer 
was, however, received. 


Birmingham.—The Corporation has approved a recom- 
mendation of the Tramways Committee that 3,000 tons of tramway 
rails be purchased from the United States Steel Producta Co. | 


Bradford.— Electricity Committee :— 


Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., one 70 R. . p. induction motor 
for fan with starter. 
Ruston & Hornsby, Ltd., steam grabhing crane on caterpillar gear, for new 
coal storage. 
Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., one 500-kw. rotary converter 
und accessories, 
Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., superlieaters for boilers. 


. Broadstairs.— Urban District Council. Electric light 
installation, Pierremont Hall :— 


Vernon Hill (accepted) e 05 055 — 5 . 9208 
. E. A. Pinto. L4 - s oe bs се s 200 
W. J. Cannon Se. . we $3 oe % PA T 232 
G. M. Willis v. > ie oe е 215 


Thanet Electric Co., Ltd. 


Glasgow.— Tramways Committee recommended :— 
V. I. R. cable.— Liverpool Electric Cable Co., Ltd. 
25 tons tishplate bolts.—Ibbotson Bros., Ltd. 
Bix Ericsson telephones.— M. Breingan. 
50 commutators for Witting motors. P. R. Jackson & Co., Ltd. 
The committee considered the following offers for special track 
work :— | | | 
United States Steel Products Co. oe T ee 411,291 
Hadtields, Ltd. ae ee ae ee ee es ee ` 11,505 
E. Allan & Co. .. A s Ss we ee КИ 11,590 
It was decided that the contract be divided between the two 
British offerers— Messrs. Hadfields, Ltd., and Messrs. E. Allan & To, 


Clyde Navigation Trustees :— | | 
Electrically-driven de-watering pumps, £27,945.—Worthington. Simpson, 
Ltd К 


Leyton.— Urban District Council :— " | 
Tramway trolley wire (3 miles 48 yards) 1s. 4!:;d.—Fernand Espir, France. 


London.— SrEPNEVY.— Electricity Committee. Accepted. 
Converter plant at Osborn Street sub-station :— 


Two 1.500 KW. converters, €15,186.—Bruce Peebles & Co. recommended. 
The General Electric Co., Ltd., and Messrs. Siemens Bros. Dynamo 
Works Co., Ltd., also tendered. 


50 tons moulded pitch :— 


J. Smart & Co. (accepted) .. 2: T - . £288 
T. Crow & Sons, Ltd. .. ran ca ue 25 - E316 
Burt, Boulton & Haywood, Ltd. a - - 00 £800 


220 yd. 0°5 sq. in. cable :— _ | 
Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. (accepted) .. — £175 
British Insulated х Helsby Cables, Ltd. .. ^ .. .. 1177 
W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. ма = ME Е Tu £195 gu 
The Coiinittee has accepted the offers of Messrs. Blackman & Co. for two 
barges of Pooley Hall nutty slack, and of Messrs, Foster & Co. for 100 tons 
Pooley Hall nutty slack at 358, 8d. per ton, tae : 
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„ f eee ee cf: OUT TET ER : 
. The Electricity Committec has’ received the undermentioned 
offers for the obsolete steam plant af Osborn Street sub-station :— 


G. Cohen, Son & CO.. . 41.150 
Н. H. Gardham & Co., Ltd... ^... ЕТО СИ? £1,250 d 
^ H. Base "P e ow aw а ete UAE wo &w à £1,276 
C. Grimths "XT mm EM ee £1,315 
J. Cush more... (b edm ERA DOS . 41.575 
H. Hargrave (accepted)  .. ^"... - ..' ".. 21,850 


HaAcCKNEY.—The . Electricity Committee reports that the Tudor 
Accumulator Co., Ltd., has requested the Council to agree to a 
revision of the contract for maintaining the storage battery, owirig 
to the increased cost of labour and materials :— | | 

The Committee recommends that the contract be amended Бу the insertion 
of a clause, whereby the Borough Council agrees to pay at the end of each 
financial year, ia addition to the premium provided for by the agreement, a 
sum equal to 5 per cent, of the premium for every £1 by which the average of 
the mean daily quotations of English lead exceed £18 per ton, the increased 
premium to take effect from April lst next. 

Two additional vertical-spindle circulating pumps, £1,708.—Rees Roturbo 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd , recomnrended. , 


Liverpool.—Corporation. Accepted :— 
National Electric Construction Co., Ltd,, for the renewal and repair, where 


necessary, of the permanent way of the Liverpool and Prescot light 
railway, including rails, points, crossings, according to the specification. 


Middlesbrough.—Corporation. Accepted: 

Three miles н.т. cables, £6,870.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Та. 

Seven 150-K.v.a. single-phase transformers, £2,080.—Metropolitan- Vickers 
Electrical Co., Ltd. | | 

12 3,000-volt switches, £1,470.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 

720 yards `4 x '4 x 15 ва. in. cable, £1,240.—British Insulated. & Helsby 


Cables, Ltd. . 


Stretford. Urban District Council. Accepted. 


5, 000-K w. Westinghouse turbine, complete with condensers and accessories, 
435, 210.— Metropolitan - Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 


Wolverhampton. — Corporation. Accepted :— 
Three 300K. v. A. transformers, £1,617; three 100-MH. v. 4. transformers, £762. — 
Brush Electrical Engineering Co. | 

York.—The Corporation received віх tenders for the 
equipment of the power house at the proposed hydro-electric works 
at Linton Docks, ranging from £52.331 to £107,388. The Elec- 
tricity Committee has recommended the acceptance of the lowest, a 
composite one from Messrs. Vickers, Ltd.. and Timothy Patrick. 
The turbines specified in this tender are of the high velocity type 
and considerably smaller than those quoted for in the next lowest 
tender, that of the English Electric Co., £64,685. Of the eight 
tenders received for the necessary cable, ranging from £8,807 to 
£1,950, the committee recommended the acceptance of the lowe-t, 
sent in by Messrs. Vickers, Ltd. 


ec 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Interaational Motor Boat and Marine and Stationary Engine Exhibition 
at Olympia.— March 12th to 20th. П a.m. to 9 p m. 

Royal Institution of Great Britain. —Saturday, March 18th. At Albemarle 
Street, W. At B p.m. Lecture on Positive Rays," by Sir J. J. Thomson, 
F. H.. Е | | | l i 

Salford Technical and eering Association. —Saturday, March 1311. 
At the Royal Technical Institute. At 7 p.m. Informal talk on Machine 
Tools, Ancient and Modern," by Mr. T. R. Shaw. ' n. 

Birmingham and District Electric Clab.—Saturday, Maroh 1%h. At the 
Grand Hotel, Colmore Row. At 7 pm. Paper on Advertising in the 
Engineering Industries, by Mr. W. E. Warrilow. 

Chief Technical Assistants’ Assciation, — Tuesday, March 15th. At 
Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, E. C. At 7 p.m. Annual general meeting. 
Adjourned discossion on Messrs. Bowden and Ingram's paper on The 
Design and Equipment of Sub-Stations.”’ 

Institution of Civil Eagineers. — Tuesday, March 16th. At Gt. George 
Street, S. W. At 5.90 p.m. Lantern exhibition of views taken throughout 
the war areas in France and Flanders, by Sir A. B. W. Kennedy, F. R. . 

Royal Society of Arts.— Wednesday, March 17th. At John Street, Adelphi, 
W. C. At 1.80 p.m. Paper on“ Street Passenger Transport of London, by 
Mr. W. W. Beaumont. E 


Paisley Association of Electrical Eogineers.— Wednesday, March 17th. 
At 7.80 p.m. At the F. M. C. A., High Street. Open meeting for discussion. 


Belfast Association of Engineers. Thursday. March 18th. At the Muni- 
‘cipal Technical Institute. At 7.45 p.m. Paper on Deve opment of the 
Beifast Harbour," by Mr. T. S. Gilbert. 
Institntjon of Electrical Engineers. — Thursday, March teth. 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, S. W. At 6 p.m. 
~ Adjourned discussion on papers read on March 1th. . 
Informal meeting. Monday, March 15th. At the Institute of Patent 
. Agents, Staple Inn Buildings, W.C. At 7 p.m. Paper оп “ Industrial 
Electric Heating," by Messrs. J. W. Beauchamp and 8. M. Hills. 
i (Liverpool Sub-Centre.)—Monday, March löth. At the University, 
Liverpool. At?p.m. Paper оп The Application of the Electric Loco- 
motive to Main- line Traction on Railways, by Lieut.-Col. Н. E. O'Brien. 
(South-Midland Centre.) Wednesday, March 17th. At the University, 
Birmingham. Paper on The Protection of Alternating Current Dis- 
tribution Bystems Without the Use of Special Conductors,” by Major К. 
Edgeumbe, R.E. | | | | 
(Wireless Sectional Meeting).—Wednesday, March 17th. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, S. W. At 6 p.m. Paper 
on Duplex Wireless Telephony: Some Experiments on its Application to 
Aircraft.“ by Capt. P. P. Eckersley, 
Chemical Society —Thursdsy, March 18th. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, W. 
. AtBpm. Ordinary scientitic meeting. Y 
Junior institution of Engineers.—Friday, March 19th. At39, Victoria Street, 
S.W. At 7.90 p.m. Paper on " Shipbuilding and Shipping Developments 
in Italy," by Mr. W. H. F. Robba. 
Electro-Harmonic Society.—Friday, March 19th. At the Holborn Restaurant 
(Venetian Chamber). At8 p.m. Smoking concert. 
tion of Engineeriog and Shipbuilding Draughtsmen. — Friday, 
. March 19th. At the Y.M.C.A, Bothwell Street, Glasgow. At e pm. 
Lecture on “Oil Tankers,” by Mr. C. R. H. Bonn. AtShetteld University. 
At 1.80 p.m. Lecture оп “ Some Steam Economies," by Mr. G. Rowe. 
lastitution of Mechanical Engineers.— Friday, March 19th. At the Institu- 
tion. Storey's Gate, Westminster, S.W. At 6 p.m. Paper оп " Exact Data 
on the Performance of Mechanical Stokers, as applied to“ Laneashire " or 
other narrow-flued Boilers, by Mr. D. Brownlie- 7 „ 
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| The Isaacs-Norman Controversy. — Further corres- 
pondence in connection with this matter hàs been published. Mr. 
Godfrey Isaacs on January 5th informed the Premier that in view 
of the letters written by Sir Henry Norman, contrasted with, his 
statements іп the House of Commons, and in the case of Isaacs +. 
Hobhouse, he protested against the appointment of Sir Henry as 
chairman of the Sub-Committee on Imperial Wireless Communica- 
tions which was set up ky the Imperial Communications Сош- 
mittee in November last. r. Lloyd George replied on March 3rd 
that Sir Henry Norman would not resign his chairmanship. Mr. 
Isaacs informed the secretary of the Imperial Communications 
Committee on the same date that he could not depute’ a repre- 
sentative of the Marconi Co. to appear before the Committee so 
long as Sir Henry Norman was chairman, and the Committee 
passed a resolution ‘of ` confidence in the impartiality of the 
chairman. | | GEM 

Mr. Isaacs, however, sent the Sub-Committee a copy of a 
memorandum of the scheme which his company recommended, 
and which it had offered to the Government to carry out. 1 

A long letter from Sir Henry Norman to the Prime Minister was 
published in the Times of March 5th. _ ™ 


Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution.—The profit 
on the reception, supper and dance which was held in Newcastle on 
December 12th last, has resulted in a contribution being sent to the 
funds of this Institution of £50. This is in addition to what was 
collected as subscriptions and donations by the Organising Com- 
mittee, which is to be much congratulated on ite success. ~ 


Electricity Ontpaced.—From the Electrical Power Engi- 
neer :—The following letter was received by a supply undertaking 
in the North-East Division. It requires no comments. | ' 

Mr.—— 41, Church Street, . - 

Pork Butcher, December 7th, 1919. 

Dear Sir, | | | А КҮ. 

Enclosed please find cheque for £5 as my contribution towards 
laying caule to 41, Church Street, and I hope your men will appear 
as quick as the invoice as (sic.) I understand electricity 1 
quick, but this invoice leaves it stood still, but apart from joking, 
hope you will try and get me fixed up this next week. 
Е . Yours truly, 


Imperial Wireless Communication.—Whilst going to 
press, we have received from Messrs. Marconi's Wireless Telegraph 
Co. a copy of the memorandum submitted by the company to the 
Sub-Committeedealing with Imperial Wireless Communications, and 
of the terms upon which the proposal is submitted. The scheme 
provides for communication throughout the Empire, independent 
of submarine cables and land lines (except at terminals), with 
alternative routes, and automatic transmission at not less than 100 
words per minute, with duplex working, and contemplates the 
admission of foreign traffic, in order that the system may be 
commercially self-supporting. | | 

The scheme is based upon the establisbment of main trunk 
long-distance stations, and main feeder" transmitting stations, 
operated from acentral control office in each area, and local feeder " 
stations, and the use of continuous, or undamped,“ waves 
throughout; the abolition of the timed spark and, the. arc 
generator in favour of the high-frequency alternator and the 
valve; and the use of the Franklin aerial, which, it is claimed, 
represents "such enormous improvement over previous methods 
as regards selectivity and avoidance of atmospheric disturbance " 
that no other system need be considered — with it, signals can. be 
received only from one direction. The concentration of staff at a 
central control office saves an enormous amount of time and 
labour ; retransmission is entirely eliminated. 

Seven trunk routes are suggested, requiring 26 main trunk stations, 
but roughly it is estimated that 30 main trunk stations. 50 main 
feeder stations, 100 local feeder stations, and 200 small local stationg 
will be needed. ШУ | 

On this basis the organisation is founded, and maps and tables of 
personne! (amounting in all to 17,170) are given. | ' 

The company offers to construct, maintain, and operate at its 
own cost the complete network, paying annually to each Govern- 
ment 25 per cent. of the net profits locally earned; the trunk 
stations to be completed in three years, and the whole system to 
become the property of the Governments concerned in 30 years, 
free of cost. The right of purchase at any earlier date is provided 
for. The company asks for no monopoly. l RM i 

It is a truly remarkable proposal, and we shall deal with it more 
fully next week. i | 


X-Ray Research.—The Senate of the University of 
London on February 25th instituted a Chair of Radiology at the 
Middlesex Hospital, to commemorate the work and sacrifice of the 
late Mr. С. В. C. Lyster. It is hoped that the new Professor of 
Radiology will share in developing new methods of diagnosis and 
treatment of disease, especially with regard to canoer.— 77e Timex. 

As a permanent memorial to the late Sir James Mackenzie 
Davidson, who did valuable work in connection with radiology, 
it is proposed to create an institution for teaching and research. 
The appeal for funds points out that a diploma in radiology and 
electrology at Cambridge University has been established, and its 
success will be greatly assured if similar facilities are provided in 
London. Contributions should be sent to Dr. Robert Knox, 38, 
Harley Street, London. W. . = >> бо. в ott 
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The Stalybridge Dispute.—A circular recently published 
by the E P. E. A. gives a résumé of the proceedings which have taken 
place between the Association and the Stalybridge, Hyde, Mossley, 
and Dukinfield Tramways and Electricity Board. This circular, 
together with correspondence, has been placed before the recently- 
formed National Joint Board of Employers and Members of Staffs 
(Electricity Supply Industry), by the following letter :— 

" The E.P.E.A. submit this matter to the consideration of the 
National Joint Board, for the reason that the Stalybridge Joint 
Board have refused to hear any evidence on behalf of the men 
concerned. 

“A brief statement of the facta of the case is given in the 
printedcircular attached herewith, and recent events are enumerated 
in the following verrespondenoe:— 

From the above correspondence it ill be seen that the Staly- 
bridge Joint Board are adamant in their determination not бө bear 
any evidence on behalf of the men concerned, neither have the 
Board, the courage, to submit their case to the judgment of an 
independent tribunal. | 

" We submit that this attitude is not only contrary to the spirit 
of the times, but it is distinotly inimical to this undertaking in 
particular, and the electricity supply industry. 

We would urge that the National Joint Board should support 
us in our request to the Ministry of Labour for an inquiry under 
the Industrial Courts Act, 1919." i 

The correspondence referred to consists of letters from the 
Stalybridge engineer-in-chief to the Ministry of Labour, stating 
that the E.P.E.A. had refused arbitration for its members, and also 
that since the latter had left a complete new staff had been 
"pg and was giving satisfaction ; from the secretary of the 
E.P.E.A. to the Ministry of Labour stating that the Association 
had not refused arbitration, and pressing for an inquiry under the 
Industrial Courts Act. This letter further states that in spite of 
the Stalybridge engineer's assertions, interruptions of the supply 
occur almost daily; from the E.P.E.A. to the Ministry of Labour 
reporting the refusal of the Stalybridge Board to hear evidence on 
behalf of the men, and reaffirming the request for an inquiry ; from 
the Stalybridge Board to the E.P.E.A. stating that arbitration 
having been refused by the Association, the Board considered the 
matter closed, and were not prepared to enter into further dis- 
cussion. Arising out of this dispute is the case of a member of 
the E.P.E.A., who, in spite of his knowledge of the break between 
the Association and the Stalybridge Board, has accepted an 
appointment under the latter as a charge engineer. He has, 
therefore, been expelled from the Association for what is oon- 
sidered very disloyal action upon the part of a member of a pro- 
tective association. 


Electricity and Oranges.—The American Electrical 
Review, in a recent issue, gave some interesting details of the part 
played by electricity in the orange-growing industry of Southern 
California. By means of electrically-driven centrifugal pumps wide 
areas, formerly arid pasture land, have been rendered suitable for 
the successfal growing of oranges and similar fruits. Electricity 
for this purpose is generated by the harnessing of mountain 
torrents. When the fruit is picked, electric washers are employed 
to clean it. Then it is sorted, packed, and labelled, also electric- 
ally, even the boxes being made by this means. 


Educational.— UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LON DON.— Prince 
Arthur of Connaught will preside, on March 19th, at a luncheon 
to be held at the Savoy Hotel, when the proposals for the recon- 
struction and re- equipment of the engineering laboratories at 
University College will be explained by the treasurer, Sir Ernest 
Moir, and others. An appeal for £100,000 towards this object was 
recently issued, and already over £33,000 has been collected. 
Further donations should be sent to Prince Arthur of Connaught, 
at 42, Upper Grosvenor Street. The Times states that a number of 
engineering firms have recently sent donations, including Messrs. 
Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., £500; the City of London Electric Light 
Co. and the St. James’s and Pall Mall Electric Light Co., 8250 
each ; and Rolls-Royoe, Ltd., and the Sunbeam Motor-Car Co., Ltd., 
£100 each. 


Freemasonry.— Nearly 50 members of the Kelvin Lodge 
ofi Instruction gathered together at the annual supper at the 
Restaurant de Boulogne, Gerrard Street, on Friday, the 5th inst., 
when Mr. J. O. Pearston, the genial Preceptor, occupied the chair, 
supported by Mr. T. W. Greaves, the W.M. of the Mother Lodge. 
After the supper, there was an excellent musical entertainment 
provided by Messrs. Victor Holliday, Sandiford, Buck, Jones, 
Porter-Cox and other gentlemen, and altogether all present spent a 
very happy evening. : 


The English Glass Industry.—With regard to tbe 
remarkable revival of the English glass trade, a correspondent points 
out that it was in the manufacture of electric lamp bulbs that 
the greatest progress was made, and that it was this section of the 
industry that first reached the position of being able not only to 
satisfy home requirements, but also to provide a surplus for export. 
This satisfactory st&te of affairs was due to the introduction of 
machinery from America, without which the output would have 
been quite impossible. Before the war production by machinery 
in this country was restricted under an arrangement with the 
manufacturers of several Continental countries, who combined to 
purchase the European rights of the Owen machine. That arrange- 
ment has come to an end, and our own manufacturers, in addition 
to the Owen machine, have now acquired two other American 
machines—the Empire and the Westlake. During the last few 
weeks the latter machine, which requires only a mechanic and two 


boys to attend to it, produced in an eight-hour shift at Leamington- 
on-Tyne 24,000 articles for illuminating pu , while under the 
old glass-blowing system the weekly output of 180 men was only 
500.000. These figures give some idea of the great production of 
electric lamp bulbs in this country at the present time. The initial 
difficulties of the machines have now been overcome, and the 
goods produced are of excellent quality. The peculiarity which 
will be noticed in the machine-made bulb is the absence of the 


little glass tip. This tip was made by the workman in closing tbe 


exhausted bulb, but the machine rounds off the articles beautifully. 


Two a.m.—A Switchman’s Soliloquy.— 


Is't a voltmeter, which I see before me, 

The pointer off the scale? Let me adjust thee :— 

I harmed thee not, and yet thou treat'st me ill. 

Art thou not, cursed gadget, sensible 

To pity, as to load? or art thou but 

A phantom of the night; a quaint mirage 

Proceeding from my aleep-befuddled brain 

I see thee yet, and now thy finger's poised 

Below the zero mark. 

Thou mak'st me sweat with fear of my undoing, 

And visions of the sack " curdle my veins. 

Mine eyes but make a mock o' the sober reason, 

Or else I'm half asleep ; I see thee still ; 

And now methinks thou standest on thy head, 

Which was not so before.—I do but dream ; 

It is th' infernal nightshift, which distorts 

Thus commonsense.—Now in the engine room 

Some are abed, and snoring loud betrays 

The secret sleep ; now others celebrate 

With tea and sandwich ; and th' Engineer, 

Alarumed by his sentinel, instinot, 

Halts in his stride ; then, cursing loud and deep, 

With vengeance in his eye, scenting a cop,” 

Moves like a ghost.—Thou slow and laggard clock, 

Get thee a move on, and thou canst, for fear » 

The very log prate of thy sluggishness. 

What evil have I done thee then, that thus 

Thou driv'st me crazy? Whiles I fume and sigh, 

I think of those who comfortably lie 

Safe tucked in bed.— Would that such lot were mine. 

(A bell rings.) 

“ Yes, switchman speaking!" “Volts are down ? '* 
“ Asleep ?" 

Some one seems dubious of the watch I keep. 

"Tis only two a.m.—ye gods, this life of joy 

I think I'll go and be a farmer's boy. 


W. H. S., in the Electrical Power Engineer. 


Representation of Staff Members on Jolnt Boards.— 
The Electrical Power Engineer in a recent issue states :—" The 
preliminary Conference called for the purpose of forming a 
National Industrial Council for the Electricity Supply Industry 
was held in June, 1918. 

“The E.P.E.A., representing the technical engineers on the staffs, 
were represented at this Conference, but opposition to sach repre- 
sentation came from the manual workers’ Unions. 

„At this period the E. P. E. A. were holding conferences with the 
representatives of the employers їп different parts of the country on 
the matter of basic rates of remuneration for staff engineers, and 
had also made a definite claim for a war advance. 

“ After considerable negotiation at a Conference held on 
December 12th, 1919, between a Committee of Employers and repre- 
sentatives of the E.P.E.A., it was agreed to form a National Joint 
Board of Employers and Members of Staffs (Electricity Supply 
Industry). 

" This National Board will deal with all matters connected with 
the staff members of the Electricity Supply Industry, and will con- 
sist of 12 representatives on each side, of the Associations represent- 
ing the employers and the staffs in the Electricity Supply Industry. 

' Sectional Committees are being formed to deal with the affairs 
of particular sections of the staff, and one such committee con- 
sisting of four employers’ representatives and four representatives 
from the E.P.E.A., has been formed to consider a schedule of 
salaries put forward by the E.P.E.A. 

" It is gratifying to record that since the above was written, the 
Ministry of Labour has officially recognised the joint board, and 
that already two meetings of the committee have been held, to 


* discuss the salaries schedule.“ 


Appointments Vacant.—Telegraph sub-engineer (£200 
+ £60). for the Posts and Teiegraphs Department, Tanganyika 
Territory ; assistant electrical engineer (£300 + war bonus), for 
the Dar-es-Salaam electric power plant; shift engineer (94s. 6d.), 
for the Glasgow Corporation Electricity Department ; fitter (84s.), 
for the Borough of Tunbridge Wells Electricity Works ; draughta- 
man for the Greenock Corporation Electricity Department ; mains 
engineer (£350), for the City of Coventry Electricity Department ; 
assistant charge engineer (£354), for the Carville Power Station ; 
lectureships in mechanical and electrical engineering (£380 + war 
allowance), for the Birmingham Municipal Technical School ; 
mains engineer (£250), for the Borough of Torquay Electricity 
Department; works superintendent (£300), for the Nelson Cor- 
poration Electricity Department; assistant mains engineer (876. 
plus E.P.E.À. awards to date: plumber-jointer (98s. 3d.), meter 
fixer (80s. 7d.), for the Stepney Borough Council Electricity Worka. 
See our advertisement pages to-day. 
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Lighting Conditions is Mines.—In a paper on lighting 
conditions in mines, with special referenoe to the eyesight of 
miners, read by Dr. T. Lister Llewellyn before the Illuminating 
Engineering Society, on February 24th, the subject of the occur- 
renoe of miner's nystagmus was considered. Dr. Llewellyn 
condemned the miner's oil lamp as extremely inefficient; the 
lighting at the working face is not only bad, but it also falls off 
seriously towards the end of the shift, and figures show that such 
poor illumination very seriously affects miners’ eyesight. Oil 

amps, when tested, showed a power of 0°50 Hefner unit at the 
beginning of the shift, deteriorating to 0°28 at the end, compared 
with electric lamps showing 1'75 unita to 2 units at the start, and 
l'5 units to 1776 units at the end. Acetylene lamps showed по 
deterioration. The effect of this on eyesight is reflected in the 
following statistics. With oil lamps the number of grave cases of 
nystagmus per 10,000 was 35, and of serious cases 57. The number 
of cases as a percentage of the workers on day shift was 31. This 
percentage was reduced in the case of electric lamps to 15°4, of 
which the grave cases were only 8 per 10,000. Evidence showed 
that the introduction of the electric lamp had enabled scores of 
miners to continue at work underground. In two similar pita, 
after electric lamps had been introduced into one of them the cases 
of nystagmus had been greatly reduced in the pit which had 
adopted electric lamps of 0°62 C. P., compared with oil lamps of 
0:2b С.Р. These lamps gave respectively 0'023 ft.-candle and 
0:015 ft.-candle at the face. The men with electric lamps turned out 
5 per cent. more than those with oil lamps, while the shifts lost 
from accident were 1 in 54 with the electric lamps against 1 in 23 
for the oil lamps. The cost of an oil lamp was put at 34d. 
per week, while the electric lamp was said to cost id. to ld. more, 
though figures were given claiming it to be actually cheaper at 


some collieries. The electric lamp was more expensive as regarded 


first cost. In a contribution to the discussion, Mr. Elworthy 
pointed out that it was the light reflected from the coal face which 
affected the miner. To give relief it had been suggested to colour- 
wash the roof, &c., and where this had been experimentally 
attempted considerable relief had been experienced. 


The Cost of Petrol.— The Automobile Association and 
Motor Union is organising & petition to the Prime Minister, urging 
that legislation shall be at oncs introduced to ensure the imme- 
diate production of benzole and power aloohol in large quantities. 
Everyone is directly affected by the price of motor fuel, and we 
earnestly commend the petition to the attention of our readers. 
Particulars can be obtained from the Seoretary of the Association, 
Fanum House, Whitcomb Street, London, W. O. 2. 


Electro-Harmonic Society.— The last smoking concert 
of the season will be held at the Holborn Restaurant, in the 
Venetian Chamber, on Friday, March 19th, commencing at 8 p.m. 
Chairman, Mr. Hugo Hirst. Artistes :—Mr. John Collett, tenor; 
Mr. Robert Howe, baritone; Mr. Spencer Dyke, violin ; Mr. Louis 
Nikola, magician-entertainer ; Mr. J. M. Campbell, Sootoh humorist ; 
Mr. Will Bentley, humorist; Mr. Norman Long, entertainer at 
the piano; Mr. Bernard Flanders, A.R.A.M., pianoforte solo and 
accompanist. | 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—On Thursday, last week, 
the annual dinner of the Institution was held at the Connaught 
Rooms, Kingsway, London ; Mr. Roger T. Smith, president, was in 
the chair, and there was a record attendance of 410 members and 
guests. The guests of the Institution included the Dean of West- 
minster, General Sir C. F. N. Macready, Rear-Admiral Sir 
W. C. M. Nicholson, Sir Sidney Chapman, Sir Gregory Foster, Sir 
G. E. P. Murray, Lieut.-Ool. Sir F. Younghusband, Major-Gen. G. D. 
Jeffreys, Col. O. C. Armstrong, Dr. S. Russ, Sir Frank Heath, Prof. 
W. H. Bragg, Sir Chas. Parsons, Rear-Admiral F. L. Field, Capt. 
A. K. Waistell, Prof. J. E. Petavel, Mesars. S. C. Aldington, W. W. 
Lackie, Stanley Machin, W. Noble, A. P. Trotter, H. A. Payne H. 
Booth, E. Guy Dauber, A. Page, T. Roles, H. F. Carlill, G. C. Lloyd, 
C. D. le Maistre, John Gray, E. Raven, G. W. Humphreys, and A. 
Hurst; and among the members present were Messrs. W. M. 
Mordey, Ll. B. Atkinson, G. W. Partridge, J. S. Highfield, J. Devon- 
shire, Dr. W. H. Eccles, Capt. H. Riall Sankey, Messrs. S. E. 
Fedden, P. D. Duckett, H. J. Cash, J. Sayers, A. Carpmael, W. M. 
Selvey, D. N. Dunlop, C. T. Allan, О. H. Wordingham, Col. H. C. 
Sparks, Dr. C. C. Garrard, Messrs. A. P. M. Fleming, C. C. Paterson, B. 
Welbourn, H. W. Clothier, P. R. Allen, and Mr. P. F. Rowell, 
secretary. | ; 

During the evening messages of greeting were read by the 
president from the sister societies in Italy and the United States. 

After the loyal toasts had been honoured, Sir Gregory Foster 
proposed The Institution of Electrical Engineers," pointing out 
that it dated its origin from the year 1871, a year big with the 
world's destiny, of which we had learnt the fruits during the past 
five years. After making the welcome announcement that Prof. 
Fleming was recovering from his recent illness, he referred to the 
wonderful record of electricity, which he attrihuted in great part 
to co-operative industry and team work, and emphasised the need 
for the better organisation of research in this country, which the 


Government had recognised by the establishment of the Depart- 


ment of Scientific and Industrial Research during the war. 


The President, responding, said that scientific training was of 
the firat importance to the electrical industry, and drew atten- 
tion to the scheme for the rebuilding and re-equipment of the 
engineering department at University College, London. The 
Inetitution this month, he said, would attain a membership of 
8,800, which was greater than that of any other engineering 
society in this country; and next year it would celebrate its 
fiftieth birthday. Welcoming the newly-appointed Electricity 
Commissioners (of whom the chairman, Sir John Snell, was, unfortu- 
nately, prevented from attending the dinner), Mr. Smith expressed 
the hope that the Institution would be able to assist in carrying 
out the provisions of the Electricity Supply Act, and that its 
administration would bring about the benefits intended—an 
abundant and cheap supply of electrical energy. In the recent 
history of the Institution, the most interesting feature was the 
decentralisation of some of its activities by the formation of 
Territorial Centres and Sub-Centres, of which there were now 12 in 
all, in addition to the Centres abroad—a natural development 
which was wholly beneficial, The parent body in London was 
delighted with the vigour and enthusiasm of these local bodies ; 
happy in the stored traditions of half a century, it was amused at 
the suggestion that London should become a Centre—there were 
3,000 members within its radius, equal to the whole of the 
Centres and Sub-Centres put together. Centres cost money, and 
when the Institution returned to its home, the great difficulty that 
would at once arise would be a financial one. Outside the 
Institution, the essential need was industrial peace, and the key to 
that, he believed, was service; until the idea of service replaced 
that of self-interest, there would never be peace in this country. 

Mr. Ll. B. Atkinson, proposing " The Guests," and referring to 
their respective claims to distinction, laid stress on the supreme 
importanoe of industrial research, and stated that the industrial 
association formed by the Institution and the B.E.A.M.A. was 
approaching the stage of recognition by the Research Department. 
The whole industry was unanimous in approving of the establish. 
ment of а Board of Electricity Commissioners to guide the 
Government and assist the industry ; welcoming the Commissioners 
who were present, he said that the Board would command the oon - 
fidence of electrical men, and that if mistakes were made, they 
would be due not to the advice that was given, but to tha perversity 
of politicians, The Overseas Department was doing very useful 
work, though it had started at an unfortunate time, when the 
home markets fully occupied the attention of manufacturers ; it 
also had to live down a paat of Foreign Office contempt of traders. 
The Board of Trade also had to live down a past, so far as trade 
was concerned ; it had looked after trade, indeed, but any kind of 
trade—what they were interested in was British trade, not that of 
their competitors, and the Board of Trade, in the past, had sought 
to encourage imports, leaving the rate of exchange to look after 
the exports. Lenin had advocated wholesale electrification in 
Russia on the Soviet principle; if capitalists had not been 
extirpated in this country, many of them had extirpated their 
capital. | 

Responding General Sir C. F. N. Macready said that it was 
necessary for all citizens to come forward in times of stress and do 
their bit ; men who were not technically trained should join the 
special constabulary. He referred to the fact that 2,000 members 
of the Institution had been engaged in war servioe, and that their 
late president had been called in to assist in reorganising the 
Royal Engineers. | 

Lieut.-Col. Sir F. Younghusband also replied on behalf of the 
guests. 

The members then adjourned to the reception room, according to: 
custom, for a reunion. During the evening a programme of music 
was performed by the British Imperial Orchestra, and the arrange- 
ments were in every way conducive to the suocess of this, the most 
important annual function of the Institution. 


Institute of Metals.—The report of the Oouncil for the year 
ended December 31st, 1919, presented at the twalfth annual general 
meeting on March 11th, announces that the membership has 
reached a total of 1,218. The death of Sir William Crookes, O.M., 
F. R. S., an honorary member of the Institute, ia mentioned. The 
body of the report is devoted to the proceedings, &c., of Special 
Committees. A deficit of 4470 on the year is estimated, and an 
increased subscription is considered necessary. 


Physical Society of London.— At the meeting held on February 
27th, a paper, entitled “ Notes on the Testing of Bars of Magnet 
Steel,” by Dr. N. W. MacLachlan, was read. The paper described 
the results of experiments with the Ewing double permeameter. 
It was shown that the assumption underlying the theory of the 
method—viz., that the end effects were the same with the long 
and short bars—was not justified, and that the value of Н, as found 
by calculation on this assumption, was in error. The error did not, 
however, exceed 1 per cent. for any of the bars tested; but the 
author concluded that the method was inferior as regarded accuracy 
and convenience to the differential coil method. 


Institution of Civil Engineers.—The following series of meet- 
ings has been arranged, with a view to placing before the Institution 
some account of the engineering work done in the war, and the 
part taken by civil engineers therein: Tuesday, March 9th, 
‘Royal Engineer Work in the Great War,” by Major-General Sir 
G. W. Heath. K.C.M.G., &o. (late Engineer-in-Chief of the British 
Armies in France) Tuesday, March 16th, lantern exhibition of 
views taken throughout the war areas in France and Flanders by 
Sir Alex. B. W. Kennedy, LL.D., F.R.S. Tuesday, March 23rd, 
„The Work Done by Railway Troops in France during 1914-19," by 
Colonel David Lyell, C.M.G., &o. Tuesday, April 13th. Rich- 
borough Military Transportation Depót," by Lieut.-Colonel J. Ker- 
Robertson, and “The War Department Cross-Channel Train- 
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Berry," by Major F. О. Stanford, O. B. E. Royal Engineer officers 
and ex · offioers will be weloomed at these meetings, and cards of 
invitation will be iesued to them on application to the secretary. 

»The twenty-sixth “ James Forrest " lecture will be delivered at the 
Institution on April 20th, at 5.30 p.m., by Bir Dugald Clerk, K.B.E., 
B. R. S., M.Inst.C.E., the subject being Fuel Conservation in the 
United Kingdom.“ 


Birmingham University.—The value of X-rays in the examina- 
tion of metals to detect flaws was dealt with by Major J. Hall- 
Edwards, in a lecture at Birmingham University on March 2nd. 
Blow- holes and cracks, he said, had been detected in aluminium, 
steel, and iron up to 6 in. in thickness, and in strips and castings of 
brass and copper up to 1 in. thick. Captain Knox and Major Kaye 
had done excellent work in the examination of timber, and X-rays 
had been used with great success in the examination of car and 
cycle tires. Another important application of the rays to practical 
engineering was the examination of ferro-concrete, 


Junior Institution. of Engineers.—At a meeting of the Instita- 
tion held i in London on February 20th, a lecture on Some Obacure 
Boints in the Theory of the Internal Combustion. Engine " was 
delivered by Prof. F. W. Burstall, M.Sc., M.A. 


') 


|... OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 
The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
' technical or the commercial side of the profession and indust 


ту, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, ` | 


iE e 5 With the 


appoint- 
ment of Sir Harry FHAWARD, 


whose portrait is ‘given 


herewith, the Board of Electricity Commissioners 18 com- 
| du now the word is Full steam ahead!” 3ir 
arry 


Налага, ав Comptroller since 1893 of the London 
Oounty Council, in whose service he has been for over 38 
years, has acquired that knowledge of affairs which qualifies 
Him to assist the engineer Commissioners in connection with 


( Photopress. 


SIR HABRY HAWARD. 


885 Т апі financial questions. In а report of 
the General Purposes Committee, just issued, his merits are 
eulogised, and the greatest regret is expressed at his leaving 
the Council's service, to enter a wider sphere of usefulness. 


Ме committee recommends that he be granted a retiring 


allowance of £1,206 a vear, to commence on his leaving the 
Government service after attaining the age of 60 years. He 
will take up his duties on April Ist. 

The Birkenhead Т.С. is recommended to increase the salary 

of the electrical engineer, Mr. С. P. SHALLCROSS, from £500 
to £600 a vear, as from February Ist. 
Subject to his agreeing to stav with the Corporation for 
three years. the salary of Mr. Owen, electrical engineer to 
the Wigan Corporation, has been increased from 4650 to 
£850 per vear, with house, fuel and light. from April Ist 
next, this to be increased to £1,000 per annum a year later. 

Sir AUCKLAND GEDDES. having been appointed British Am- 
bassador to Washington, will not return to McGill. Univer- 
sity. A Times dispatch savs the governors intend, if possible, 
to secure a Canadian as Principal. 

Mr. C. G. D. Jackson, general manager’s assistant of the 
Liverpool Corporation tramways, has been appointed assistant 


general: manager, and Mr. Н. I. Рльмин, chief traffic superin- 
tendent, to. take full charge of ‘the. traffic department. 

Mr. J. H. STORRE, district manager for the York. district 
of the Post Office. telephones, . has been transferred to Aber- 

n. 

Mr. D. J. Barnes has been appointed district manager of 
the York Post Office telephones. He has held a similar posi- 
tion at Blackburn. Mr. Barnes entered the service of the: 
National Telephone Co., Ltd., in 1887. 

Mr. E. F. W. ALEXANDERSON, consulting engineer .of the 
American General Electric Co., has recently been the recipient’ 
of two marks of appreciation for the services rendered by 
him in radio research. He has been elected chief engineer 
of the recently formed Radio Corporation of America, and: 
in addition has been awarded a. gold medal by the Inetitute 
of Radio Engineers, of which he is &.vice-premdent.. Mr. 
Alexanderson is the inventor of a great deal of wireless. ap- 
paratus, including a high frequency alternator, в magnetic 
amplifier, multiple-tuned antenne, and a barrage receiver 
all of which are to be used in the 16 stations to be installed: 
by the Radio Corporation in its comprehensive. scheme. 

Mr. E. P. BENNETT now holds the position of secretary and 
sales manager to Messrs. Simplex Conduits, Ltd., Garrison: 
Lane, Birmingham. Mr. Bennett has held a number of pom- 
tions in the company, including thet of manager. for Liver- 
pool and also for London and the South of England: He has 
had a long experienee in the electrical busmess, both in 
England and America, and was connected with. well-known 
contractors in London and the provinces prior to joining. the 
Simplex Co. During the war Mr. Bennett held a- technical 
commission in the R.A.F. Immediately after the conclusion 
of hostilities he undertook an extended tour, covering most 
of the. European countries, studying the possibilities of the 
markets for electrical commodities.. His observations relating 
to Switzerlend and Italy were published: in the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW last year. i 

‘The Accrington Corporation has decided to apply the civil 
service arbitration award to the tramways manager and the 
electrical engineer. | 

The Southwark Borough Council is increasing the ary 
of the electrical engineer from £400 to £745 per annum. | 

Mr. W. W. FIRTH, mains superintendent, Dewsbury Cor- 
poration electricity department, has beén presented by the 
staff with a mahogany plant-stand and a pair of vases on the 
occasion of his marriage. 

The Glasgow, Tramways Committee recommends 'that Mr. 
б. C. Braw be appointed deputy chief engineer, at £800 
per annum; inclusive of all bonuses (present salary £508 ïn- 
elusive), and that Mr. J. MacDoNALp be appomted chief: 
electrical assistant, at £500 per annum, inclusive of all bonuses 
(present salary £347 inclusive). 

Mr. A. P. Trotter, of Messrs. Runde Dykes & Trotter, 
is retiring from the firm as from March 95th, - but will con- 
tinue to give attention to his special subjects in engineéring 
and science from his new address, Greystones, Teffont, Salis- 
bury, Wilts. | 

Mr. Н. W. W oopcock, late of the Rotherham ORATE 
Electricity Supply Department, has been appointed assistant 
engineer to the River Plate Electne Co. at their works at La 
Plata, Argentine. There were 70 applicants. 

Owing to the continued ill-health of Mr. Dovaras A. Brown, 
consequent on his service in the East during the war, he has 
been ordered by the doctor to live abroad for some years, and 
the partnership between Mr. Harold Couzens and himself 
(Couzens & Brown) has accordingly been dissolved. . Mr. 
Harold Couzens will continue to carry on the UN at 9, 
Old Queen Street as heretofore. 


Obituary.—Pror. II. S. Cannanr. —We Terrel ii record the 
death, at Pasadena, California, on February 12th, of Prof. 
Henry Smith Carhart, of the California Institute of Techno- 
logy. He was ill for only a few hours, and the cause of death 
was cerebral hemorrhage. Prof. Carhart, who was 70 veare 
of age, went from Harvard in 1881 to the University of 
Berlin; where he did research work in the laboratory of 
Prof. von Helmholtz. In 1893 he was chosen by the Inter- 
national Electrical Congress as one of a commission of three 
to formulate the details of the standard Clark. cell. In 1886 
he became professor of physics at Michigan University. He 
later became an expert of world repute on voltaic cells, and 
in recognition of his emmence in this particular direction he 
was made president of the American Electrochemical Society.: 
He was a member of the International Jury of Awards at the 
Paris Exhibition of 1881, and was also a judge at subsequent 
great exhibitions at Chicago, &с. He was U.S. delegate at 
the Electrical Units Conferences at Berlin in 1905 and in 
London in 1908. He was a well-known author of books on- 
physics. Dr. Carhart designed and established the first Phy- 
sical Laboratory, and later developed the electrical engineering 
department at the State University of Michigan, where he 
was Professor of Physics until his retirement therefrom. 
He was well known in this country, where he wok a 
very prominent part in scientific public hfe. A correspondent 
writes: Не was a man of а very lovable disposition that 
endeared him to all who had the pleasure of his acquaint- 
ance." 

Mr. C. G. GcMrEL.—We regret to record the death, which 
occurred on March 5th, at Beckenham, of Mr. Carl Godfrey 
Gumpel, who was formerly well known in the electrical 
industry. | | zr | | 
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 Rashleigh Phipps' & Co., Ltd.—Cotrection: For M'. A. 
‘Edelstein (see Бырс; Rev. March 5th, p. 309) read W. A. Edelstery All the 
directors of the company are British. ' 2 D 


Read & Partners, Ltd. (164,776) .—Private company. Re- 
istered March Srd. Capital, £20,000 in £1 shares (10,000 preferred). To 
carry on the business of consulting, electrical, mechanical, gas, hydraulic, 
sanitary, and general engineers, &c. The subscribers are: H. J. Read, Lis- 
more, Alma Road, St. Albans, electrical engineer; H. J. Butcher, 66, Broom- 
field Avenue, Puliner’s Green, N.13, electrical engineer. The first directors 
are: H. J. Read (chairman), H. J. Butcher, W. J. Bransom, and D. Dunham. 
Qualification 4500. Registered office: 71, Caversham Road, Reading. 


Bourne End and District Electricity Corporation, Ltd. 
(164,689).—Privute company. Registered March 2nd. Capital. £50,000 in £1 
shares. To take over the business of the Bourne End Electric Installation 
Co., Ltd., and the business of a supplicr of ‘electric light and energy lately 
carried on at Bourne End by T. G. Lannan, to ac@uire certain property for 
extending the said businesses, to adopt an agreement with H. S. Dennington, 
&c. The subscribers (each with one share) are: R. S. Taylor, 14, Cavendish 
Mansions, Portland Place, W., manufacturer; E. W. Lean, 1, Whitehall, Ray 
Park Avenue, Maidenhead, С.А, The first directors are: R. S. Taylor, E. W. 
Lean, and H. S. Dennington. H. S. Dennington may retain office while 
оше 21000 shares. Solicitors: А. E. & G. Tooth, 37, ,Lincolns Inn 

ields, ,W,C. | ‘ 


A. B. C. Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (10,993). — Private com- 
pany. Registered in Edinburgh, February 26th. Capital. £5,000 in £1 shares. 
To carry on the business of electrical, mechanical, and motor engineers, iron 
and brass fourders, tinplate makers, &c. The subscribers (each with эпе 
share) are: J. Anderson, 144, Kenilworth Avenue, Shawlands, Glasgow, con- 
tractor; А. B. Campbell, 302, Cross Road, Glasgow, engineer. The first 
directors are: J. Anderson, A. M. Anderson, 121, York Drive, Hyndland 
Glasgow; J. J. Christoe, Balgownie, Westwood Avenue, Giffnock; and J. W. 
Lynhurst, 52, Linn Terrace, Muirend, Cathcart, Glasgow. Qualification £100. 
Registered office: 14, Douglas Street, Glasgow. 


Electrical & General Sundries, Ltd. (164,619).—Private 
company. Registered February 28th. Capital, #500 in #1 shares. To carry 
on the business indicated bv the title. The provisional directors are: Н. W. 
Cole, 114, Trinity Road, Upper Tooting, S.W.17, electrician; Evelyn Whittle, 
23, Stirling Road, Clapham Rise, S.W.9, clerk. Secretary, Evelyn Whittle. 
Registered office: 14, Victoria Street, Westminster. 


International Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd. (164,393).— 
Registered February 23rd. Capital, £990,000 in £1 shares (200,000 preferred, 
400.000 ordinary. and 300,000 deferred). To acquire (1) all or any of the 
shares or securities, and all or any of the assets and liabilities of the 
Automatic Telephone Manufacturing, Co., Ltd., and any other company, whose 
objects include the business of manufacturers of or dealers in automatic or 
other telephones, telegraphs, or other electrical contrivances or apparatus 
connected therewith, and (2) licences from the Automatic Electric Co., of 
Chicago, to operate, use, and exercise in Europe and elsewhere inventions 
relating to such contrivances or apparatus, &c., and to adopt an agreement 
with T. G. Frank, H. Woods, A. F. Adams, H. L. Gary, J. B. Russell, 
]. Taylor, and D. Sinclair. The subscribers (each with one share) are: 
С. Dickson, 4, London Road, Benfleet, clerk; E. J. Alldis, 12, Macdonald 
Road. Forest Gate, E., clerk; and five other clerks. Minimum cash sub- 
scription 7 shares. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. 
Solicitor: H. H. Atteridge, 2, Bond Court, Walbrook, E.C. Registered 
office: Royal Liver Buildings, Liverpool. 


Solar Electrical Co., Ltd. (164,727).—Private company. 
Registered March 2nd. Capital, £9,000 in £1 shares (1,000 10 per cent. 
ео, To carry оп the business of electrical engineers, electricians, 
dealers in elctrical apparatus, &c. The first directors are: L. S. Challis, 6, 
Dungarvon Avenue, Putney, S.W.; E. Kilpin, 14 and I5, Conduit Street, W. 
Registered, office: 53, Haymarket, S. W. 


A. C. Sparking Plug Co., Ltd. (164,744).—Private com- 
pany. Registered March 2nd. Capital, £20,000 in £1 shares. To acquire 
from the Champion Ignition Co., of Flint, Michigan, U.S.A., the concessions, 
patents, patent rights and trade marks of the A.C. Sparking Plug, and the 
business therein for any of the following countries: U.K., Holland, Belgium, 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland, and any other country in the Eastern 
Hemisphere, and any British Colony or dependency. The subscribers (each 
with one share) are: R. A. Chalmers, 37, Craven Terrace, W.2, engineer; 
A. Peters, 4, Mount Road, Wimbledon Park, S.W.19, solicitor's clerk. The 
subscribers are to appoint the first directors. v unn 100 shares. Soli- 
citors: Kenneth Brown, Baker, Baker, Lennox House, Norfolk Street, W.C.9. 


Hesco, Ltd. (164,790).—Private company. Registered 
March 3rd. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business of 
mechanical, electrical, aeronautical, and general engineers, electricians, &c., 
and to adopt an agreement with H. E. Spencer. The subscribers (each with 
one share) are: G. T. Little, 7, Dorncliffe Road, Fulham, S.W., clerk; 
A. Hall, Parkland Grove, Ashford, Middlesex, solicitor. The subscribers are 
to appoint the first directors, Solicitor: A. Barrie, 1, Church Court, Clements 
Lane, E.C. | 

J., Hopkinson & Co., Ltd. (164,767).—Private company. 
Registered March 3rd. Capital, £600,000 in £1 shares (250,000 preference). 
To carry on the business of mechanical and electrical engineers, machine and 
engineering tool makers, manufacturers of boilers, flues, boiler mountings 
and fillings, electrical, hydraulic, and pneumatic apparatus, &c., to acquire 
the business of J. Hopkinson & Co., Ltd. The subscribers (each with one 
share) are: A. H. Hopkinson, Copt Hill Court, Burgh Heath, Tadworth, 
Surrey, engineer; L. H. Hopkinson, Cleveland House, Huddersfield, enginegr. 
The first directors are: A. H. Hopkinson, L. H. Hopkinson, R. Kilburn, and 
F. Murgatroyd (ordinary directors), J. H. Hanson (representing A“ shares), 
and R. V. Bigby (representing B " shares). Holders of preference shares 
No. 1.134.563 and ordinary shares No. 1-12.456 ( A” shares) and holders 
of preference shares Nos. 124,564-350,000 and ordinary shares Nos. 124,564- 
250.000 ( B.. shares) have the right to appoint a director ns representative 
of the A and ' B" shares respectively. Solicitor: W. Ramsden, Station 


Street Buildings, Huddersfield. 
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Westinghouse Morse Chain Co., Ltd.—Mortgage on fac- 
tory, Works Road, Letchworth, reuistered February 16th, 1920, to secure all 
moneys due or to become due from company to Barclays Bank, 


Enfield Ediswan Cable Works, -Ltd.—Debenture dated 
February 17th, 1920, to secure £40,000 charged оп the company's under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital, subject 
as to certain Freehold land with buildings thereon to a prior charge for 
£00,000 ranking pari passu therewith. Holders: London County Westminster 
and Parrs Bank, Ltd., 31, Lombard Street, E. C. | 

‘Trafford Power & Light Supply (1902). Ltd.—Satisfaction 
in full on February 17th, 1920, of mortgage debenture dated March 30th, 1910, 
securing £25,000. ea A i 


Hart Accumulator Co., © Ltd.—Debentures for 240,000, 
registered February llth, 1920, charged on the company’s undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holders; London 


"Coünty ‘Westminster & Parrs Bank. 


Switchgear & Cowans, Ltd, (formerly ‘Switchgear aud 


Cowans (1911), Ltd.—Satisfaction registered February 11th, 
1920, of charges for £250, registered April láth, 1913, and £2,350, registered 
February llth, 1920. Issue registered February llth, 1920, of £2,350 “B" 
debentures, part of a series of 43.000 already registered. W 


Implitico, Ltd.—Return dated November 17th, 1919. 
Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. All shares taken up und paid for in full. 
Mortgages and charges: Nil. 


India: Rubber, Gutta-Percha & Telegraph Works Co., Lid. 
Return dated January Ist, 1920. Capital, £822,000 in £10 shares (50,000 
ordinary, 25,000 preferred, and 6,200 unclassified), 50,000 ordinary and 925,000 
preferred shares taken up. £750,000 paid. Mortgages and charges: £400,000. 


Lamp Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—Return dated Februa 
9th, 1920. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. 5,400 shares taken up. £5, 
paid. Mortgages and charges: £2,500 debentures. f 


‘Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramways Co., Ltd. 
Return dated February láth, 1919 (filed February 19th). Capital, £600,000 
in £5 shares (70,000 preferred and 50,000 ordinary), 46,261 preferred and 
40,977 ordinary shares taken up. £436,190 considered as paid. Mortgages 
and charges: £272,373. ' 


Tilney Manufacturing & Testing Co., Ltd.—Debentures 
for £1,000, registered February 13th, 1920, charged on the company's under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holder: 
M. J. E: Tilney, The Knowles, Watford. 


C. H. Hare & Son, Ltd. (110,911).—Capital, £16,000 in 
8,000 preference and 8,000 ordinary shares of £1 each, of which, to December 
3151, 1919, 6.200 preference and 8,000 ordinary had been taken up. £6,702 
paid on 6,200 preference and 502 ordinary. £7,498 considered as pajd on tle 
remaining | ordinary. Mortgages and charges, nil! The Lamson Paragon 
Supply Co., Ltd., holds a large block of shares. 

j ‘yo? : : [ 

Electrical Contracts & Maintenance Co., Ltd. (101,757). 
—Capital, £3,000 in #1 shares. Return dated December 18th, 1919. All 
shares taken up. £1,331 paid. £1,669 considered as paid. Mortgages and 
charges: : 210,000. 

Ferranti, Ltd. (83,718).—Capital, £130,000 in 60,000 pre- 
ference, 60,000 ordinary, and 10,000 deferred shares of £1 each, of which, to 
December 19th, 1919, 53,374 preference, 60,000 ordinary. and 10,000 deferred 
2110 оз taken ир and credited as fully paid. Mortgages and charges: 

‚785. 


East India Tramways Co., Ltd. (74,457).—Capital, 
£109,000. in 15,000 preference, 35,000 ordinary, and 50,000 deferred shares of 
£l each, of which, to December 30th, 1919, 7,476 preference, 33,433 ordinary, 
and 50,000 deferred had been taken up. £7,483 paid on 7,476 preference and 
7 ordinary. £83,426 considered as paid on the cemainder. Mortgages and 
charges: Nil. " a e MEM 
б уусуз . : | . t 
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'. CITY NOTES. 


West End Undertakings.—Gross earnings 
Charing Cross, for 1919 £265,856, against, £193,858 for 
West End and 1918; expenses, excluding depreciation, 
City Electricity 4167, 242, against £132,946; net earnings 
Supply Co., Ltd. 498,614, against £60,912. Including £162 
brought forward and interest accrued 
£5,056, the available total is £103,832. Out of this debenture 
interest absorbs £17,529, and there is set aside for depreciation 
£29,000; preference dividend for the year £18,000; ordinary 
dividend 7 per cent. for the year £28,000; to general reserve 
£10,000; leaving to be carried forward £6,002. There are 
now connected to the West End inains the equivalent of 
775,563 (30-watt) lamps: Lighting 459,809, heating 80, 777, 
power 234,977 (9,449 H. p.). is | | 
City. .Undertaking.—Gross earnings for 1919 £331,323, 
against £238,075; expenses £273,722, against £199,250; net 
earnings £57,601, against £38,825. Including £9,075 brought 
forward, the available total is 466,676. Out of this, interest 
on debentures, loans, and advances absorbs £31,438, leaving 
£35,217. Preference dividend £18,000; to general reserve 
£10,000; carried forward 47.217. There are now connected 
to the City. mains the equivalent of 851,515 (30-watt) lamps; 
Lighting 334,925; heating 120,824; power 396,267 (15,936 H. P.). 
The report contains references to the Electricity Supply Bul 
in the ваше terms ag were used in the Westminster report 
(Erec. Rev., February 20th, p. 245). ME 
West End Undertaking.—Units generated, 793,704 ; bought, 
16,804,856; units sold, 12,649,228; used on works, &c., 
4,879,332. | | 
City Undertaking —Units generated, 41,178,630; sold, 
34,349,326; used on. works, &c., 6, 829,304. E 
NE Lord Ashfield, presiding at the annual 
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Underground meeting on March 5th, reviewed the finan- 
, Electric cial position of the company, and said that 


Railways Co. the result was as disappointing as it was 
of London, Ltd. unexpected. In the first half of 1919 the 
| | gross receipts of the operating companies 
increased faster than the expenses, and they were thus able 
to increase their interim dividends, and in consequence their 
payments to this company, but in the second half the expenses 
increased. much faster than the gross income, and since 
close of the vear expenses had still continued to rise. The 
return upon the capital of the London underground railways 
had: during the lifetime of this company averaged only 3.4 per 
cent. It could not be argued that there had been any. protit- 
eering. If those railways had to be built to-day it would 
cost much more than twice their present capital to build 
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them. They were at the moment inadequate for the traffic 
which needed to be carried. There were essential improve- 
ments needed, and they were ready to go ahead with the full 
programme of linportant extensions and improvements im- 
mediately, at an estimated cost of 46,000, 000, but until the 
position was altered it was hopeless to contemplate raising 
such a sum. The 46,000, 00 was only the beginning; it would 
only produce additions to and improveinents of existing rail- 
ways, whereas in his judgment London urgently needed, and 
must have before long, entirely new underground railways, 
including at least one, probably two, high-speed lines. How 
und where these new railways should be constructed would 
need long and careful consideration. The crucial question 
was pot construction and location, however, but how the 
required woney was to be raised. The speaker went on to 
refer to the Bills that the companies were promoting in Par- 
linment dealing with extensions and the increasing of fares. 
They were asking for power to charge 2d. per mile and for the 
abolition of workmen's fares. If the undertakings were not 
put on a self-supporting basis the only alternative was that 
london traflic should be subsidised either out of national 
taxation or out of local rates. 


Sir Henry Mance, presiding at the an- 
nual meeting, referred to the effect of the 
removal of restrictions and the return to 
normal conditions. There was an increase 
of nearly 25 per cent. in business, enabling them to recover 
lost ground and to submit a satisfactory balance sheet. Ihey 
believed that this very satisfactory increase would be main- 
tained; the prospecte for the future were highly encouraging. 
After referring to the increased costs, the chairman explained 
the main outline of the Electricity Supply Bil. He did not 
think the Bill was likely to affect them to any material extent 
for many years, as Oxford was not a manufacturing centre, 
and generating stations were rather scattered. If super- 
stations could supply them with current as cheaply as they 
could make it they would be very glad to take it from them. 
If the company retained the distributing part of the svstein, 
either independently or in amalgamation with other under- 
takings, their tenure would probably be established in per- 
petuity. They proposed to call the shareholders together in 
the near future to sanction either an increase in capital or 
an increase in the rate of interest on the preference capital 
that had not vet been issued. There might have to be some 
delav in connecting up new consumers, as it was impossible 
to get delivery of the necessary materials. The boom was 
likely to continue until the industrial world had made up 
its leeway. At present it appeared to him that most inanu- 
facturera had at least six months’ work ahead of them. He 
hoped that electric lighting installations would be put into 
all the new houses now being erected. throughout the king- 
dom. The report of the chief engineer (Mr. F. H. Francis) 
showed that the increased demand had necessitated more 
plant. They had secured an existing high-speed engine which 
would ensure their position for the winter, and orders had 
been placed for an additional alternator and two boilers, 
which were due before next winter. 


Oxford Electric 
Co., Ltd. 


South London Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Capital 

expended during 1919 £9,210. Balance from revenue, less 
costs, £40,879; interest on investments and sundry receipts 
42.111. Including the amount brought forward there is 
avallable 446,258. Debenture and other interest £6,880; de- 
preciation £8,000; general reserve £2,500; written off lease- 
hold account, &c., £667; 6 per cent. on cumulative preference 
shares; dividend on the ordinary shares 6 per cent. for the 
vear. Balance carried forward £10,810, against 43.717 brought 
in. Mr. H. B. Renwick has become chairman and managing 
director in place of Mr. Braithwaite resigned. Sir E. Wyld- 
bore-Smith has been appointed а director. Applications re- 
ceived during the year equivalent to 2.351 KW. (total 18,083 
KW.). Units sold 7,565,630, increase 453,357. 
' Bournemouth & Poole Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.— 
Capital expended during 1919 £9,173. Available revenue, 
including £1,299 brought forward, £38,573. Debenture and 
loan interest £7.640; leasehold and special redemption funds 
and interest £2,293: to reserve for depreciation 48,000. Divi- 
dends on the 44 per cent. and 6 per cent. preference shares 
are paid, and a total of 6 per cent. on the ordinary, leaving 
£4,628 to carry forward. Total applications 14,291 Kw.; in- 
crease 1,695 KW. Units sold 4,680,347. 


British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—Net 
profit for 1919 after charging £12,532 for depreciation, £19.616 
for income tax, and 42.500 for debenture interest was £25,877, 
plus £51,279 brought forward. Dividend of 10 per cent., free 
of tax, on the ordinary shares. Reserve £10,000, to reserve 
for depreciation of investments £2,500, £48,65 6is carried for- 
ward subject to excess profits duty. 


Tyneside Electrical Development Co.—For the year ended 
January 315% the profit was £4,533, plus £815 brought for- 
ward, Dividend 6 per cent. per annum on preferred ordinary: 
10 per cent. on deferred ordinary; to general reserve £1,000: 
carried forward 4849. 

Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd.— Dividend for 1919 2s. per share 
and @ bonus of 6d. Е. share on the deferred shares. £100,900 
to general reserve, £10,000 to employés’ benefit reserve. Car- 
ried forward £100,000. 


Automatic Telephone Mannfacturing Co., Ltd.—The re 
port for 1919 states, says the Financial Times, that the prot 
amounts to £15,724, plus £11,281 brought forward. Directoy’ 
tees absorb £2,664, depreciation on patents, &c., £3,000, and 
dividend on preference shares £12,000, carrying forward 
49.341. The directors regret that the profits for the year will 
not allow of a dividend being paid on the ordinary shares 
The decrease in profits 18 due chietly to reduction of estimated 
protits on all the company s manufactures sold and delivered 
during the greater part of the year, due to the gradual ip. 
lation in labour rates and raw material prices, and to reduc 
tion of output, due to the Government placing no orders for 
automatic telephone equipment during the period under re. 
view. The reduction of output was further accentuated 23 
regards the general manufactures of the company owing to 
the impossibility of obtaining delivery of the necessary raw 
materials in sufficiently large quantities to ensure economical 
production and to other difficulties encountered in reorganis- 
ing the factory after the epecial war work on which the 
company has been engaged. In the light of these facts, the 
directors felt that advantage should be taken of the ofer 
subinitted to shareholdere in & circular letter dated Februar 
7th, 1920, and as holders of a majority of the shares have 
agreed to exchange their shares on the terme eet forth in that 
letter the new company has been formed and all other neces 
sary steps taken to complete the transaction. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Application has been made to 
the Committee to allow the following to be officially quoted :— 

Petters, Ltd.—112,500 ordinary shares of £1 each, folly 
paid; and 200,000 71 per cent. cumulative preference share 
of £l each, fully nud. 

The committee has specially allowed dealings in the follow- 
ing securities under Temporary Regulation 4 (3) :— 

General Electric Co., Ltd.—1,600,000 74 per cent. cumula- 
tive B” preference shares of £1 each, 7s. 6d. paid, Nos. 1 
to 1,600,000; and 400,000 ordinary shares of £1 each (issued 
at 28s., of which 78. 6d. is paid), Nos. 1,225,001 to 1,625,000, 
after issue of allotment letters. 

Mann, Egerton & Co., Ltd.—48,793 ordinary shares of £l 
each, fully paid, Nos. 11,908 to 60,000, and 21,832 preference 
shares of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 83,064 to 104,895. 

Waygood-Otis, Ltd.—40,000 ordinary shares of £l each, is. 
paid, NOS. 200.001 to 290,000, after issue of allotment letters. 

The committee has ordered the following to be officially 
quoted :— 

Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—39,%4 
ordinary shares of £5 each, fully paid (Nos. 310,000 to 
350,054). 

Smithfield Markets Electric Sunply Co., Ltd.—Sir H. 5. 
Leon, speaking at the annual meeting, said that the increas 
In total expenses in 1919 was 42,700, but the sale of current 
had produced £8,000 more. The use of electric heaters wa: 
becoming increasingly popular. The company wae at present 
buying its current in bulk under an arrangement which 
provided that when the price of fuel exceeded a certain figure 
the charge per unit against them rose proportionately. The: 
did not see any prospect of costs of production falling for 
some time to come, and until they did a reduction in rates 
was out of the question. They must therefore continue the 
cautious policy of building up the reserves. 


Commonwealth Edison Co.—The report for 1919 states 
that the electric operating revenues were $30,366,426: expenses 
(including amortisation and depreciation, — $2,550,241. 
$19,519,507; net electric operating revenues, $10,846,919; other 
charges, uncollectable operating revenues, $119,038) taxes. 
$2355.00; municipal compensation, $895,193; leaving net 
operating income $7,476,737; other income, $619,802: gross 
income, $8,046,589; deductions from gross income, 8050. . 
leaving $7,146,376. Interest on funded debt took $2.299.2#. 
leaving available $4,847,138. Dividends paid amounted te 
$3,942,340; balance carried to surplus, $904, 785.—Financidl 
Times. 

Chelsea Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—Profit for 1918, 
£33.58, plus £1,106 brought forward, and £2,324 interest, 
making £36,167. Debenture interest £5,480; 6 per cent. pre 
ference dividend: reserve, renewals, and contingencies 
£16,688; written off cost of extinction of founders sbares 
£1,089; 4 per cent. on the ordinary shares for the Year: 
carried forward £1,523; 5.593 new lamp connections (8 С.Р.). 
а 345,527. Units sold 4,224,505, being 266,033 less than 
in 1918. 


Newcastle & District Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.—\¢ 
profit for 1919, after charging interest on debenture. y 
and allowing £16,000 for depreciation, £8,494, plus £13." 
brought forward. Dividend 4 per cent.. less tax: carried id. 
ward £13,963. Capital expenditure during the year for build 
ings, plant, and mains, £19,001. A large number of applica- 
tions has been received for energy for all purposes, and § 
rapid expansion of business is expected. 


British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.—Final dividend 
of У per cent., making 121 per cent. for the year. plus 4 жн 
of 24 per cent. To reserve and depreciation £105,000; сатте 
forward £103,000, 

General Electric Co., Ltd.—It is announced that the issue 
of preference and ordinary shares was over-subseribed, an 
list closed on Tuesday. | 
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Northampton Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—At the 
annual meeting Ald. F. H. Thornton said the year had been n- 
teresting and critical. Never before had there been such 
fluctuations in the demand for current. Early in the year the 
whole of the power used for munition work was disconnected, 
and there was a substantial drop in the output. In March came 
an unexpected call to supply current for à portion of the 
Corporation tramway system. This partly helped to make 
up for the decrease in output, but it was succeeded by а 
reduction in the hours of employment in the factories of the 
town, with the result that the output continued to be below 
the preceding year until the end of October, when, with the 
removal of the lighting restrictions and what appeared to be 
steadier demands for industrial power, the weekly output 
began to exceed that of the previous year. This was further 
helped by the demand at the end of the year to supp:y the 
whole of the current for the Corporation tramways. The five 
years' contract for this supply commenced on March 1st, 1920. 
In April, 1919, the company purchased the Wellingborough 
Electric Supply Co., not merely with the view of rejuvenating 
a moribund undertaking, but also as a part of a much wider 
scheme for supplying current for rapidly increasing industries 
on that side of the county. Unfortunately, the County Coun- 
cil decided to impose such conditions as to make it iinpossible 
for the company to proceed, but the matter was still under 
consideration. It was hoped that something would be done 
with the help of the Electricity Commissioners. They had 
mede & profit of £300 on the Wellingborough undertaking 
instead of the loss of £600 in the previous year. 


County of London Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Capital ex- 
pended during 1919 £130,043. otal available revenue 
£232,989, including £15,516 brought forward. Deduct de- 
benture and loan interest £44,177; written off preliminary 
expenses £5,000; to reserve for depreciation, &c., £50,000; 
to general reserve £45,000. Preference dividend 6 per cent., 
less tax, for the year; ordinary dividend 8 per cent., less 
tax, for the year. Carried forward £19,138. The report states 
that the Electricity Supply Act as passed should be of 
material assistance in connection with the electricity supply 
industry of the country, and should assist in solving the 
question of London electric supply. Mr. C. P. Sparks re- 
signed the ition of engineer-in-chief at the end of 1919. 
Mr. A. R. n has been appointed chief station engineer 
and Mr. J. D. Dallas, chief mains engineer. Applications 
received during the year 8,532 kw., making the total 82,224 
KW. Units sold 42,487,672, an increase of 2,161,409. Con- 
sumers increased from 28,400 to 31,390. The Coatbridge and 
Airdrie Electric Supply Co., Ltd., showed a decreased outpat 
during 1919 owing to falling off in war demands. This is 
3 and the load is rapidly overtaking the previous 
demands. 


Prospectuses.—The Fife Tramway, Light ck Power Co., 
Ltd., are issuing 200,000 ordinary shares of £1 each at par 
to be applied in payment of loans in connection with vhe 
extensions end additions to the generating station, cables, 
and plant. 

W. G. C. Haywood d Co., Ltd.—Applications are being 
invited until to-day for an issue of 160,000 10 per cent. par- 
ticipating shares of 10s. each at par. The company was re- 
gistered in 1916 with 45, 000 capital to carry on general 
engineering work (its address is Beaufort Works, Twicken- 
ham), and during the war was engaged on the production 
of aeroplane parts. The nominal capital is now £120,000, the 
business having been converted into a public company with 
the object of turning its organisation and equipment to ac- 
count, for the provision of motor scooters, cycle cars, Blue 
Bird” steam turbine fans and power plants (this is an 
Austrian design purchased with the business of Michael Pal 
and Co., Ltd.), the E.C. electric iron (which is being manu- 
factured for Sumner Vaughan & Co., who have received 
orders and inquiries for over 150,000, on which a net profit 
of £18,750 to this company is estimated), and the Feyens ' 
engine. In the prospectus as printed in the daily Press, 
there is no information given as to the purchase price. and 
the profit figures are estimates on business booked or :n- 
quired for. The plant, premises, stock, &., at Twickenham 
are valued at £30,470. 


Rushden & District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—At the an- 
nual meeting Ald. F. H. Thornton said that the reduction 
in the price of crude petroleum resulted in a saving of over 
£500 in the cost of fuel, notwithstanding a slightly increased 
output. An additional generating set was being installed to 
cope with the more urgent demand for power pending the 
completion of arrangements for bulk supply from Northainp- 


ton. А 
Telegraph Construction & Maintenance Со.. Ltd.—Net 
profit of £124,184 for 1919, plus £110,296 brought forward. 
Further dividend 74 per cent., free of tax; to reserve fund 
£20,000, and £10,000 to pension fund; £114,840 carried for- 
ward. 

Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.—Thoe- directors 
reconunend а dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate cf 
8 per cent. per annum to Deceinber, 1919. 


Mirrlees Watson Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 10 per cent. and 
a bonus of 7} per cent. for 1919. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 
THE extraordinary flood of new issues is one of the principal 
causes which tend to check business in existing securities, 
and to render the investor delicate in his choice of purchases. 
The fear of the Budget appears to have been fairly well dis- 


counted, and whatever may be announced, the Stock Exchange 


is prepared for it—up to a point. Confidence shows a little 
disposition to return, ав improvement in the War Loan in- 
dicates. In regard to the new issues, each week brings more 
tempting offers than the previous one, and it is noticeable 
that even in such cases as those where a heavy over-subscrip- 
tion 18 secured, this does not necessarily imply a premium 
after allotment. In fact, the reverse has been the case in 
several instances lately, showing, of course, that the stag is 
extremely busy in this particular branch of Stock Exchange 
transactions at present. The prudent man is therefore rather 
inclined to wait until after allotment before venturing into 
new companies. 

The eighth ordinary general meeting of the Automatic Tele- 
phone Manufacturing Co. is called for next Tuesday, March 
16th, at Liverpool, and is likely to be of a lively character. 
The report shows a profit for last year of £15,793, and after 
necessary deductions, there remains £9,341 to go forward. 
The decrease in the profits is stated to be due to several 
causes, the most important of which were completely beyond 
the control of the coinpany, and the directors felt that advan- 
tage should be taken—we quote the report—of ‘‘a very im- 
portant and favourable offer to exchange shares on the 
terms set forth in the circular issued to the shareholders a 
month ago. We venture to think that the board will be told 
very plainly at the meeting that proprietors are by no means 
unanimous in thinking that the offer was ' very important 
and favourable," and that they, the shareholders, will demand 
to know why the opportunity was not afforded them for dis- 
cussing the whole affair in general meeting. The price of the 
shares remains about 20s. 

The Eastern Extension, Telegraph and Westerns are all ex 
rights, but no dealings have yet taken pluce in the new issues, 
as it is understood that the letters of allotment will not be out 
for a few days. The stocks and shares were quoted ex rights 
on the closing of the companies’ books. Prices keep very hard, 
and the only noticeable feature in cable shares is the substan- 
tial fall which has taken place in most of the dollar securities, 
owing, of course, to the upward movement of the American 
exchange brought ubout by the forthcoming repayment by 
this country to the United States of part of its war debt. The 
full recovery in exchange was not held, but prices are consider- 
ably lower than they were a week ago. 

Rights on Eastern ordinary stock are valued about 18, on 
Globes and Eastern Extensions at 45s., and on Western Tele- 
graphs at 65s. Deductions of these amounts have given the 
various securities a cheap appearance, on the 10 per cent. divi- 
dend basis. 

General Electric ordinary have gone back to 1 15;16 ex rights, 
and the preference to 18s. 6d., owing to the evident desire on 
the part of holders to apply for as many as possible of the 
new shares in order to provide the funds, they have been sell- 
ing their existing shares. The rights are quoted 4s. 9d.-5s. 9d. 
premium over the issue price of 28s. Siemens at 30s. and 
Cromptons at 228. are both 6d. lower. British Aluminium 
ordinary have further risen to 2 3-16, on the announcement 
regarding the new shares that are to be given, for nothing, to 
the proprietors. This came as a pleasant surprise. Although 
something of the kind had been expected, the terms are more 
generous than many looked for. Callender's are 1 lower at 91, 
apparently in sympathy with the dulness in Telegraph Con- 
structions. In the engineering group, Babcock & Wilcox shed 
1, and on the whole the iron and steel shares are a trifle down. 
With so much competition from the new issues, it is a little 
surprising that prices of the existing stocks and shares should 
hold their ground as well as they are doing, and the fact that 
there has been comparatively little fall in the latter argues the 
public's capacity for investment on a large scale, Budget or uo 
Budget. Greenwood & Batley are £3 up at 134, on the scheme 
of capital rearrangeinent just proposed. 

The principal improvement in the electricity list has been 
secured by Brompton ordinary, which have risen 10s. to 63. 
For this the advance of 50 per cent. in the dividend is, of 
course, responsible. Charing Cross at 3& are another $ higher. 
demand being stimulated in their case by the excellent yield 
obtainable at the current price, a consideration which applies 
also to St. James' and Pall Mall. causing in their case a rise of 
5a. to 63. Westminsters are also better at 54. With such 
shares paving about 9 per cent. on the money, it only needs a 
little appreciation on the part of the public for further im- 
provements to occur, but the market is always a quiet one, 
therefore receiving little advertisement from financial guides, 
London Electrics receded to 25s. | 

Metropolitans at 22 are a little better. Undergrounds keep 
heavy as a whole. Underground Income Bonds have gone 
back to 72, no interest being taken in the stock, while the 


labour conferences, this week. have not tended. to encourage 
purchases of Home Railway issues. Attention is being called 
to the recent speeches of railway chairmen in which references 
have been made to the position of the companies. At the 
recent meetings of proprietors of the Great Western and North- 
Western companies, the chairmen, Lord Churchill and Sir 
Gilbert Claughton respectively, spoke with unwonted hopeful- 
ness of their expectations in regard to the possible Govern- 
ment action. London Electric £10 shares have eased off to 28, 
at which the yield on the money comes to about 64 per cent. 
In eur tables, we give the returu on Underground Electric 
Income Bonds as £5 115. per cent., free of tax, calculating 
the dividend for 1919 as 4 per cent. 

Calcutta Trams are lower at 8s. Sd. Bombay "Trains main- 
tain their extraordinary prices. The British Columbia group 
continues to shrink. Mexicans аге flat again, it being re- 
ported that General Villa is once more in active brigandage. 
A rise of 2 points in Brazilian Tractions will not surprise those 
who took notice of the well-informed buying mentioned here 
as being in progress last month. London and Suburban 
Traction 4 per cent. debenture is down 3 at 46}. 

Marconis enlivened the market with a jump of 7s. 6d. to 
4 3-16. Buying apparently drew stimulus from the announce- 
ment as to a possible telephone service between this country 
and New York. Concurrently, Anglo-American Telegraphs 
gave. way rather sharply, for the same reason. Dealings in 
American Marconis cease this week, and will re-start in April 
in American Radio shares. Canadian Marconis have further 
stiffened to 14s. bid. . 

Rubber shares are in a lack-lustre condition, and the raw 
material gives no immediate indication of that rapid rise 
prophesied for it by those who are optimistic concerning sub- 
stantial orders for the produce at an early date by Germany. 


Y 


'SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL OOMPANIES, 
Номи ErLmorRiciTY COMPANIES., 


Dividend Prioe 
— March 9, Yield 
1918, 1919. 1920. Rise or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ordina rr. B. NR + 281610 
Charing Cress Ordinary .. 4 7 + ё 908 
do. do. do I Pref. a 4 2 — 8 88 
Chelséa. e ee ee E ee 8 4 — 6 8 1 
o of London — он B- 00 14 — 7 2 10 
a. do. 8 per cent. Pret... 6 4 | ^ _- 648 
County of London .. at «э 71 8 9 = 8 2 2 
do do. 6 per oent. Pref. 6 6 9 2 618 4 
Kensington Ordinary «EY. roe, D 7 5} — 6 13 4 
London Electrio  .. " .. Ni 324 Hi 41/8 519 9 
do. do. 6percent.Pref... 6 6 — 8 11 6 
Metropolitan. wate Meer, G 6 — 7 14 10 
do. cent. Pref. .. @ G — 316 6 
Bt. James’ an Mall .. . 10 12 6 +} 8 16 10 
South London ie ee “ae ОВ 6 — 7 12 8 
South Metropolitan Pref. .. > ЛП 7 ]9/6xd — 7 83 7 
Westminster Ordinary . 8 10 +} 810 6 
7 . TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tel, Pref. je. ue 6 6 8 —1 6 14 1 
do. Def. .. o B86 14 19 —2 7 18 0 
e Telephone А? ie 8 6 = *413 2 
be Bub. Ord. Ze xe, tog. | 1 — *$ 18 4 
Elastern Extension .. Es . 8 10 16 — 6 1 3 
Eastern Tel. Orla. 8 10 167 — *% 19 5 
Globe Tel. and T. Ота. .. .. 8 10 16! — 6 1 8 
do. do. Pret. — 6 6 9j = 6381 
555 Tel. bis vs ы ~ ed = 9 a ‘ 
Indo-European .. Kx ~ tee — = 
Merooni TN RES . 25 — 414 + 2 5 19 4 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. .. 10 — 294 — 416 0 
United R. Plate Tel. Wh. ww Act 8 — *5 0 8 
West India and Panama 2 Ш — 1 — J; 519 0 
Western Telegraph.. vs 8 10 17ха == *5 17 8 
Home RalLs. 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 474 ex RRA 
Metropolitan .. - zx zs 1 1 xd + 5 18 8 
do. 1 m а ЫП Ni — i RU 
nder Electrio Ordinary.. 3; + 
k | is do. “A” . NU Ni 6/6 — Nil 
do. do. Income .. 5 4 ax d —1 5 10 0 
TTA Forzian TRAMS, 
Angla-Arg. Trams. First Pref. .. Nil Nil 33 ~ — 
"do. н do. 2nd Pref .. — — 53 — = 
do. do. 5 Deb. i b b 634 — 715 0 
Brazil Traction 7 — 55 £2 2 
Bombay Electric Pref. — .. ae 6 6 18} — 8 40 
British Columbia Eleo. Rly. Pfce. 5 5 61 —1 8 2 8 
do. do.  Preferrred 5 52 —1 910 6 
A do. Deferred Ni 3 431 —2 6 18 0 
do. do. Deb. See ү] at €0 —1 106 
Mexico Trams6 per cent. Bonds.. Ni 1 38 ` +l Nil 
do. 6percent.Bonds.. Nil Nil 49 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. . Ni Nil 17 —5 Nil 
о, Pref. T .. Ri Nil 80 —2 Nil 
do, . lst Bonds .. Ni Nil 51 —1 E 
| MANUFACTURING OoMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. is e 15 — 34 — à *4 5 9 
British Aluminium Ord. ..  .. 10 — 21 t 111 4 
British Insulated Ога. .. .. 123 15 214 — 7 65 3 
Callenders siro we «„ 25 — 9À — { 617 0 
A Pref. .. es ae 58 64 17 v 6 16 10 
Castner. Kellner 8255 su SQ 20 — 4 = = 
Crompton Ord. s$ «s . . 10 — 22 / — 6d 9 110 
Edison- Swan,“ A . 10 — 11 = 8.00 
do. do. брег cent. Deb. .. 5 5 . Er — 6 5 9 
Electrio Construction Be .. 10 — 1 — 800 
Gen. Elec. Pref... .. .. 6 6 18/6 aes f. 7 0 6 
do. Ord, da. Da у TOS = 1+;xd — à 6 3 0 
Henley ee oe ee ee ee 45 a 2 А — 6 0 0 
do. 44 Pref. 0 ee ae ee 44 44 Be — 8 4 ч 
India-Rubber.. Ee ie PT 10 - 16 z 6 5 0 
Met.-Vickers Pre·ef e de 8 3 — 2 565 
Blemens Ord... K^ d . 10 10 307 — 6d. „6 13 4 
Telegraph Oon. oe ee ee 20 20 28 == *4 5 0 
pris ru ' 2 * Dividends paid free of Income Tax, 3 
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Ir should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances, 
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Tuesday, March 9th. 
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i Latest Рошки 
CHEMICALS, &c. Price. Ine: ot Dec. 
a Acid, Oxalic ... per !b. 1/5 Ка 
а Alimoniac Sal Me с: SQ. per ton £95 Les 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) " £75 " 
a Bisulphide of Carbon ет fis ” f м, ) PI 
a Borax ... з Be ^ dus e 1 £42 : a 
a Copper Bulphate  ... € 7 T £52 £1 inc. 
a Potash, Chlorate — ... ine e. per lb. lid. | = 
а »„ Perchlorate ы hee » 1/8 ' s 
a Shellac 2. .. .. s. per ewt. £42 Az dec, 
a Sulphate of Magnesia ies ... per ton £15 e 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers e AN £28 ы 
а ?9 Lump „++ LS "T v | ` £25 r 
a Soda, Chlorate per lb. | 6d. 
a „ Crystals n bos per ton 170/- 
а Sodium Bichromate, casks per lb. he 
METALS, &с. К 
g Babbitt's Metal Ingots .. .. per ton £118 to 48485 ie 
c Brass (rolled metal 2” to 12" basis) per lb. 1/4 | 8 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn). ... » 103 tolj& 1. dec. 
c „ Wire, basis m 2A S 1/5 a 
c Copper Tubes wolid drawn) a "i 1/34 ^. M. dec. 
g „ Bars (best selected per ton , 4168 45 dec. 
g » Sheet — ies "rr aes T | £168 ! £5 dec. 
Р; Hod 2n. o н узе сб d £168 45s dec. 
d „ (Electrolytic) Bars n T i £124 | £6 дес, 
d pe "n Sheets — » | £156 | NS 
d » 8 Wire Rods.. * i^^ 2189 £6 deo. 
d „ a H.C. Wire.. per Ib. 1/5 dd. дес, 
F Ebonite Rod ... zia ic = ” = Зб 
f " Sheet ane ase 8 2 ээ | 3/6 Zn 
n German Silver Wire е DN uw | Bj- ; 
h Gutta-percha, fine "P D : 18/- e 
А lndia-rubber, Para fine " 277 
i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) . per ton Nom. D 
l „ Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual. ve | #51 ‚24 10% ine. 
g Lead, English Pig g.. „ 457 10% 100086 
g Mercury... .. s e per bot.| £2410/-to 5 — 
e Mica (in original cases) small per lb. 6d. to 4/6 s 
a n з » medium.. » 5/- to 10j- 
Г „ v v large жа» H" | 12/6 to 25 / & up 
а Phosphor Bronze, plain castings ji i 1/8 to 2/- 
8 ji „ rolled bars and rods ji 2/2 to 2/6 
g S „ rolled strip & shee ўз 2/3 to / '! 
d Bilicium Bronze Wire sl .. per ib, 1/114 
г Steel, Magnet, in bars ... з уз 1/8 eat 
g Tin, Block (English) .. per ton £369 to £370 £H dee. 
n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 166 per lb. 5/5 8 
White Anti- friction Metals per ton 490 to £945 


i 


Quotations supplied by— 


James & Shakespeare. 
Edward Till & Co, 
£ Bolling & Lowe. 
i Richard Johnson & Nephew, L4. 
п Р. Ormiston & Sons. 
r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


с G. Boor & Co. 

c Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 

d Frederick Smith & Co. 

e F. Wiggins & Sons. 

f India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


—————.——.. SY Ea 


[. 


Electrically-propelled Ships. — The Winton Engine 
Works, of Cleveland, Ohio, which have attained considerable 
success with their four-cycle Diesel engines, have decided. says 
the Motor Ship and Motor Boat, to concentrate upon 500- p.B.P. 
seta direct-coupled to electric generators, and to employ them with 
a system of electric transmission in ordinary cargo vessels, up to 
10,000 or 12,000 tons. The engine-room plant is to consist of 
multiple sets furnishing power at high speeds, and driving electric 
propelling motors at very low speeds. By placing à number 0 
sets in the ship, immunity from breakdown can be guaranteed. 
Moreover, the cylinder sizes are small, the engines are easy to 
handle and are quickly repaired, and the general source of gupply i$ 
not affected should a breakdown occur to one engine. The pro 
pelling motor, or motors, can have a speed variation of from 0 to 
65 R. P. M., which is ideal for merchant vessels. The Winton Engine 
Works are now undertaking a number of installations of this type. 


The channel Tunnel.— Speaking at a meeting of the 
Anglo-French Society, on March 6th, Baron Emile B. d Erlanger 
said that now the League of Nations had been formed, it was гоб 
desirable that a Channel Tunnel сошрапу should be register 
under its :egis, such a company to hold all the share capital an 
debentures of the English and French companies, and to nomina 
в number of members on the directorates of these. The majority 
of directors would be elected under the auspices of the two Govern 
ments. Sir Arthur Fell, M. P. said that in two or three weeks 
time the decision of the British Government would be made known 
and he had not the slightest doubt as to the ultimate construction 
of the Tunnel. 


The E.T.U. and Plumbers.—The Secretary of the Black- 
burn branch of the Electrical Prales Union has informed the 
Electricity. Committee that cable joiuters who are members of the 
Union have received instructions not to connect up to the шаш? 
any installation erected by a plumber or a non- Unionist. ‘The 
Committee has. referred the matter to the Divisional Whitley 
Council for consideration. pos : T | 
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Exports and Imports of Electrical Goods during October, November, and December, 1919. 


THE official returns of our foreign electrical trade for the last 
quarter of 1919 shows very satisfactory totals, the export 
values of electrical material for October, November, and December 
being £812,257, £906,035, and £819,149 respectively, a total of 
£2,567,441, as compared with £727,041 for July, £872,649 for 
August, and £652.857 for September. a total of #2 252,517, an 
increase of £314,000 for the quarter. The totals for the December 
quarter give a monthly average of, roughly, £855,000, as com- 
pared with an average of £750,000 for the preceding quarter, the 
monthly average of electrical exports for the 12 months of 1919 
working out at £636,000, and the aggregate for the year being 
£7,635,001. 

The principal increases in export values for the past quarter 
occurred in electrical goods, £180,000 ; insulated wire, £123,000 ; 
batteries, £25,000; telegraph and telephone material. £41,000; a 
falling off taking place in electrical machinery, £10,000, and 
meters, £20,000. | 

The electrical imports for the last three months of 1919 
totalled £641,583, as compared with £428,563 for the September 
quarter, an increase of about £210,000, the figures being :— 
October, £220,222 ; November, £90,374 ; and December, £330,987 ; 
and July, £152,091; August, £116,656; September, £159,756. 
The increased values are :—In electrical machinery, £100,000 ; 
telegraph and telephone material, £110,000. Theelectrical imports 


for the 12 months amounted to £2,066,784, a monthly average of 
about £172,000. | | 

The re-exports of foreign and Colonial electrical material for 
the three months under review totalled £30,183, the figures being 
for October, £9,685 ; November, £7.733 ; and December, £12,765 ; 
as compared with July, £14,456; August, £9,871; September, 
£10,221. The total value of the electrical re-exports for the year 
was £129,215, a monthly average of nearly £11,000. 

Below are given comparative figures of the values of electrical 
exports for 1913, the year previous to the war, and for 1919. 


TABLE I.—ELEcTRICAL EXPORTS FOR 1913 AND 1919 


COMPARED, 

| 1913. 1919. Inc. or dec. 

Electrical goods ... £696,607  £1.332,432 + £636,826 
Insulated wire 967,716 1,906,660 + 938,914 
Glow lamps КЭ 153,865 150,357 — 3.508 
Arc lamps and parts 62,889 18,176 — 44,713 
Batteries ТЯ 221,865 435,357 + 243,492 
Meters — 7172,167 239,794 + 67.027 
Machinery 2,209,724 1,976,194 — 234,630 
Carbons ... 9200 — 20,772 13,194 — 7,578 
Teleg. & telep. material... 3,062,320 1,563,887 — 1,498,488 
Totals £7,635,001 + £66,416 


£ 1,568,555 


TABLE II.—VALUES OF ELEOTBICAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. LAST QUARTER OF 1919. 


October. | November. December. 
: ona : — — —— ^ «C — — рагы | 2 eS ---^—— ™ 
Exports. Imports. Re-exports. Exporta. Importa. Re-ex porta. Exports. Importa ^ Re- exports. 
1 4 4 £ & £ & £ £ 
Electrical goods 182.844 45,689 3,668 163,831 27,061 2,833 144,718 50,848 1,983 
Insulated wire 197,610 2,941 1,479 240,981 3,291 — 235,454 5,638 — 
Glow lamps wate 15,038 51 550 12,745 — 114 10,557 98 189 
Arc lamps and pa 1.124 8,124 — 1,495 1,265 472 803 4,748 584 
Batteries ... 28,480 5,141 39 53,210 1,481 М 28,052 5,084 — 
Meters 21,013 3,406 648 18,656 3,561 344 22,211 8,744 489 
Machinery... 233,781 138,641 2,168 224,980 40,707 3,292 222,036 189,256 972 
Carbons ... zè T 2 588 1,233 151 2,765 434 — 996 3,053 — 
Teleg. and telep. material 138,779 149,996 982 187,392 12,574 670 184,322 68,519 4,548 
Totals ... £812,257 £9,685 £906,035 £90,374 £849,149 £330,987 £12,765 


£220,222 


£7,733 


THE BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR. 


(Concluded from page 316.) 


BIRMINGHAM. 


THE MIDLAND ELECTRIC MANUFACTURING Co., Lro., Birming- 
ham.—In display arrangement this stand exemplified the com- 
pany’s policy in the manufacture of ironclad switch and fuse 
gear, "simplicity with efliciency’’; all its products were 
mounted in the wording switchboard manner, and good use 
was made of the space of the exhibit. The specimens were 
well designed, well finished, and included not only the final 


EMT. 
Кө. 4.—KANTARK IRONCLAD FUSE. 


product as sent out, but separate component parts, special 
features and elements of M.E.M. switch and fuse gear, with 
sectional specimens of the many parts and details that go to 
the making of fhe complete article. A complete selection of 
the firn's specialities were staged, including switches, fuses, 
fuseboards, fuse elements, and accessories, from a study of 
which it was seen that the safety aspect was fully covered 
from the point of view of the regulations laid down by the 
responsible authorities. Illustrated herewith is a leading 


^ 


M.E.M. line, the Kantark ironclad fuse, fig. 4, as 
incorporated in the ''Paragon " combined switch and fuse. 
The merits of both these lines are well known; in the 
fuse the arcing chamber is of adequate capacity, amply 
ventilated at the sides and lined with a non-arcing absorbent 
material which prevents firing. A wide range of patterns 
and capacities was shown, and in every case where porcelain 
1s used this is of British manufacture. 


Fic. 5.—Orsir ELECTRIC Fire. Fic. 6.—BnRaziER PATTERN FIRE. 


THE FALKIBK Iron Co., Lrp., Falkirk.—The representative 
exhibit of the firm's domestic heating and cooking devices 
included the well-known electric cooking ranges and heatin 
apparatus. The Orbit electric fire, fig. 5, is a stove 
large heating capacity and chaste design; it is of elliptical 
shape on plan, and the finish at the back as well as at the 
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front lends itself to being placed in the centre of a room. 
Roller castors are concealed in the lion paw feet to facilitate 
removal, but when the fire is supplied for ship work fixing 
clamps are provided for screwing down to the floor. The 
extreme height is 30 in., breadth 27 in., and depth 16 in. A 
humidifier consisting of à water pan is fitted underneath the 
dome, access being obtained by lifting off the dome cover. 
An induced draught convector effect is obtained by the slid- 
ing air ventilator in front. The heating elements are made 
easy of access and arranged for heat regulation by switches 
mounted in the housing of the fire; all connections are made 
and carried to main terminuls with an earthing terminal. 
The brazier pattern of fire, fig. 6, 1s constructed of cast iron 
with an ornamental brass frieze and solid brass pillars and 
feet; its overall size is 16 by 18 in. diameter, and its weight 
8 30 lb. The heating elements are of the red-hot radiant 
type, mounted upon a framing with an aluminium retlector, 
all concealed under the pierced dome cover. TWO heat-regu- 
lating switches are mounted in the frieze. An enhanced 
glowing elfect may be obtained by the addition of an amber- 
coloured lamp concealed in the base of the fire, which throws 
a glow on the floor covermg; a separate switch is provided 
for this lamp so that it may be used independently of the 
heating element. 

Messrs. ROBINSON & HANDS ELECTRICAL Co., Lrp., Birming- 
ham, exhibited four main lines, namely, lampholders in 
variety, б and lO-amp. capacity ‘tumbler switches, lighting 
and power fuseboards, and accumulator switchboards. The 
latter consisted of an enamelled slate panel on which were 
mounted a voltmeter and two Gin. dial ammeters of the dead 
beat gravity type; a 2-way D.P. voltmeter switch; a charge 
and discharge switch; two D.P. knife switches; four s.r. 
porcelain fuses; and an automatic cut-in and cut-out switch 
for charging the battery. The boards are supplied complete 
with all connections and sweating sockets, all terminals being 
plainly labelled. The 5-amp. lighting and 10, 25, 50, and 100- 
amp. power fuseboarda were all of the shock-proof design, the 
former being in hardwood and the latter in steel-clad cases, 


VIESSERS. J. A. CRABTREE & Co., LTD., Walsall, showed 
their tumbler switches of a quick make and quick ..геак 
pattern, and kindred accessories of various types to meet 
general requirements for electric lighting, heating, cook- 
ing, motor car ignition, &c. These switches have a positive 
action, the insulation. is of mica, and the contacts are of 
copper; they are made watertight in cast-iron cases. 

Messrs. QuEAD, LTD., London, exhibited a selection of their 
well-known electric fires and heaters. ‘They were also show- 
ing a table cooker combination, electric flat irons, soldering 
irons, fans, &c., the stand and exhibits being very similar to 
that seen at the recent exhibition at Olympia. 

THE BENJAMIN ELECTRIC, Ltp., London, exhibited industrial 
lighting fittings. Shop window fittings and retlectors as well 
as street lighting lanterns, vapour and gas-proof fittings, 
hand lamps, &c., were on view besides electric battery horns 
for motor cars. 

Messrs. W. Cannina & Co., Birmingham, had on view а 
selection of apparatus for electroplating, cleaning, and drying 
out in revolving and other barrels, including plating dynamos 
and cheinicals, also polishing and grinding apparatus. 

Messrs. PREMIER) ELECTRIC Hraters, Dab., Birmingham, 
showed a selection of domestic heating and cooking devices, 
some of which were seen in operation, such as kettles, radia- 
tors of various types and sizes, irons, hot plates, Фе. 

THE SUN ELECTRICAL. CO., LTD., Iondon.— This exhibit com- 
prised a number of electric fires with robust elements, as 
recently described in our pages. Also standard and protected 
types of switchgear and fuseboards in iron and wood cases; 
reflectors for industrial lighting, electric signs and flashers, 
'" Lesco’”’ lampholders, ара * Xcel” irons and heating ap- 
paratus. The Kalkos systein of conduit wiring was also 
to be seen on this stand. 

Messrs. LiTHOLIIE INsULATORS, Tap., London, exhibited 
moulded electrical insulators and insulating material for all 
purposes, including terminal blocks, bushes, and bush 
spindles, terminal caps, lamp holders and adaptors, &c. 


Messrs. Donovan & Co., Birmingham, showed ironclad 
power and lghting distribution boards, switches, and wall 
plugs, besides motor regulators and starters, and a number of 
electrical accessories, such as conduit, insulators, and domestic 
appliances. 

THE GENERAL ELectric Co., LTD., 
stand were seen lighting fittings, 
switchgear, flexible wire and cable, accumulators, medical 
apparatus, cooking and heating, as well as ventilating ap- 
paratus and electric measuring instruments. 

THRE Epison Swan ELECTRIC Co., Lro., Ponders End, Mid- 
dlesex.—This stand comprised a large selection of the firm’s 
manutactures, including heating and cooking apparatus, 
switchgear, and complete boards 10 country house lighting, 
wire, cable, and conduit, electric indicating and house service 
meters, and many other devices. An electricallv-driven 
vacuum cleaner shown on this stand differed from the usual 
type inasmuch as the switch was incorporated in the handle. 
The latter is in a vertical position when the machine js not 
in use, but when pulled forward starts the motor or stops 
it when returned to the vertical position. 


Birmingham.—On this 
lamps, and accessories; 


Messrs. Prayer & MITCHELL, Lrp., Birmingham, had on 
view ships’, yacht, river, and motor boat fittings, lamps, and 
navigation ‘lights; also railway lamps, tramcar and railway 
brass work, &c. 


Messrs. F. & C. OSLER, LTD., Баево, had а note- 
worthy stand showing electric lighting fittings in wrought 
and cast metals, as well as in cut glass. The firm specialises 
in the reproduction of historic models from the originals in 
the various museums, and many beautiful examples were 
exhibited. 


Tug Tok MaNuracrURING Co., Lrp., London, exhibited 
rotary snap switches with capacities of froin 500 to 5,000 watts, 
in single and double-pole, 2 and 4-way, 2 and 3- circuit, and 
series-parallel types. A heavy duty type suitable for heating 
and cooking or medical purposes was on view, as well as a 
lighter type as commonly used оп the Continent instead ot 
tumnbler switelies. 


Tue Jackson ELECTRIC Stove Co., Lro., London, showed 

various cooking апа heating apparatus, including water 
heaters and radiators, also apparatus for medical, dental, and 
industrial uses The firm manufactures cooking outfits up 
to any size for ships, restaurants, &c., as well as for private 
house use. 

Messrs. VENNER Time Switcues, Ltp., london.—On this 
stand several time and other automatic switches for control- 
ling electrical circuits were seen in operation. Demand 
limiters for the flat rate system of charging as used in housing 
schemes and switches for restricted-hour, 2-rate, Merz-de- 
mand, and other systems, were also on view. 


THe Improvep Sol IDTE CO., Lrp., Wandsworth, London, 
exhibited a cheap insulating material which can be moulded 
into any shape or form, and is made in nearly every colour. 
Metal fittings can be moulded into the article to be made, 
and the material is supplied in a number of grades and also 
in qualities suitable for machining. 


‘THE SEMAPHORE ENGINEERING Co., Lro., Wandsworth, Lon- 
don, had on view dry batteries for all purposes, large and 
small, as well as complete electric lighting sets for use on 
motor cars and cycles. 


THE FREDERICK CRANE MANvuracturine Co., Lrp., Birming- 
ham, exhibited celluloid lacquers and varnishes for all pur- 
poses, also coloured and frosting lacquers for lamps, &c. 


THE DaMARD LACQUER Co., LTD., Birmingham, showed lac- 
quers for general brass work, as well as " formite’’ and 

bakelite insulating materials for preparing moulded in- 
sulation, which is claimed to be acid resisting. 


Messrs. GREENWOOD & Barley, Lro., Leeds, exhibited 
‘* Bipol "- accumulators, (as supplied to the Metropolitan 
Police) in which the paste is carried in wood frames, without 
lead grids, and the electrolyte 1s absorbed by glass wool; the 
complete battery is 25 per cent. lighter than the ordinary 
tvpe. 

Messrs. WM. GOODIEAR & Sons, Ltp., Dudley, exhibited, 
amongst other things, tbe "'Greenbat"' electric industrial 
truck, which, as its name indicates, 1s manufactured through- 
out, including the motor, by Messrs. Greenwood & Batlev. 
The motor is of the enclosed. series-wound tvpe, arranged for 
series-parallel control. The drive is by dfilerential gear worm 
transmission shaft and universal coupling, all drives being 
taken by squares on the shafts. The battery is of the 
Chloride Ironclad Exide type. Every part of the truck 18 
interchangeable; it will attain a speed of 5 M. p. H., three 
speeds in either direction being given. "The pedal cut-out is 
interlocked with the controller, the latter must be brought 
to the neutral position to restart after once stopping, thus 
taking current through the resistance coils and starting on 
first speed again, which insures smooth running and avoids 
overloading the motor. 


THE British EVER-REALY Co., LTD., London, showed elec- 
tric cycle lamps and motor car accessories, such as roof, hood, 
dashboard, and steering pillar lamps, switches, plugs, inspec- 
tion lamps, ignition, and other batteries, &c. 


THE WESTERN ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Birmingham, represent- 
ing BRITISH ELECTRIC VEHICLES, LTD., exhibited battery trucks 
for carrying halt-ton and one-ton loads, also a battery loco- 
motive for hauling 10 tons on rails. The exhibit also in- 
cluded intercommunication telephones from 2 to 25 lines, 
switchboards, and magneto and central battery telephone in- 
struments. 


Messrs. INDUSTRIAL APPLIANCES, Lro., London, exhibited 
three types of battery industrial trucks, one having a capacity 
of 15-20 ewt., and the others each with a capacity of 2 tons, 
being box and drop-frame trucks. Three speeds are given 
in either direction with speeds ranging from 5 to 8 NM. P. R. 
" Railodok ' trucks are of all-British manufacture, and thev 
are capable of hauling frorn 3 to 5 tons over and above the 
load according to the type. 

Messrs. ALLOY WELDING Processes, LTD., London, showed 
are welding plant, using alternating current, in actual opera- 
tion. The exhibit included samples of various types of elec- 
trodes and numerous sample welds and welded articles. 


THE бїмоох ENGINEERING Co., Ттр., London, showed p.c. 
motors and ironclad and switchboard type fuses. The motors 
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are manufactured in the open protected, semi, and totally- 
enclosed types, being either unt, series, or compound 
wound. All parts are standardised and interchangeable; ball 
bearings are fitted. The coils are former wound, and the 
windings are of the barrel type. The copper commutator bais 
are mica insulated with micanite cone rings. 


THE RELAX Automatic TELEPHONE CO., Ib., London.—On 
this stand, besides throat transinitters for use in nolsy posi- 
tions, the Marconi relay automatic telephone system was 
shown, which employs relays only, complicated electro- 
mechanical switching devices being unnecessary. It is claimed 
that the maximum movement in any part of the switchboard 
is only 1/22 in., resulting in a high degree of reliability. 

Messrs. ATTWATER & Sons, Preston, exhibited mica for all 
electrical insulation purposes. The firn imports and cuts 
mica and makes micanite and bakelite in all forms, the latter 
especially for transformer oil switeh gear. 

Messrs. ELECTRICAL CoNDUITS, LTD., Walsall, showed tubes 
and fittings for the protection of electrical conductors in ships 
and buildings, including heavy gauge tubes with screwed ends 
and plain for grip or bored fittings, also junction and switch 
boxes, &c. 

THE LONDON Etectric Wire Co. & Smitus, Lro., London.— 
On this stand a selection of the company's manufactures of 
wire and cable, insulated with different materials, us used 
in the manufacture of electrical apparatus of all kinds was 
to be seen. 

Messrs. Vickers, Lro., London, who had one of the largest 
stands, had a iepresentative show of engineers’ sinall tools, 
alloy steels, Cosmos electric lamps and case showing 
process of inanufacture, various domestic heating and cooking 
devices, Wires and cables, measuring instruments, rubber 
gloves, and rubber-prooted fabrics. 


Messrs. May & PADMORE, LTb., Biriningbam, had two 
stands on which, amongst other exhibits, were shown Bastian 
electric fires and heaters, irons, ovens, and electrically-heated 
water tanks. 

Messrs. Восак A. J. Hoorer, Lro., Birmingham, showed 
electric lighting fittings, comprising lanterns, brackets, single 
drop lights, pendants, standards, &c., a speciality. being made 
af polished and satin brass, antique brass and copper, and 
oxidised silver finishes, 

Messrs. Berry's Evectric, Ltp., Birtminghwn, exhibited 
a number of the well-known "' Magicoal’”’ electric fires which 
were shown in operation. 


Messrs. WATERTIGHT FITTinGs, LTD., Chesterfield, exhibited 
a range of fittings and brackets in cast iron and brass for use 
with electric lamps; also conduit boxes and 5-amp. switches 
and fuses in cast-iron boxes. 


THE ELECTRIC APTLIAN ES Co., Lrp., Birmingham, showed 
" [mperial-Eureka " vacuum cleaners, including the electa- 
cally-operated inodel. 


LONDON. 


Messrs. SiEMENS BROTHERS & Co., LTD., Woolwich, showed 
a remarkable variety of primary cells, ranging from the 
Minotto type, once so familiar, to the most up-to-date pattern 
of improved Leclanché. Both wet and dry cells were shown, 
but the lattev formed the great majority, including bell cells 
of various forms and sizes, medical cells, flash-lamp batteries 
of many different sizes and shapes, and the well-known 
“Inert” cells, which are particularly suitable for export, 
not being liable to deterioration in stock or in а tropical 
climate. We wede specially interested in the application of 
the Inert principle to refills for pocket lamps, a valuable 
innovation; it is not intended that these small cells should 
be charged by the ultimate buyer, who would probably bundle 
the job—they are to be filled by the retailer at the time # 
sale to the user. Thus the tradesman is protected against 
loss in storage, and the user gets what is in effect a brand 
new freshly-made battery, no matter how long it has left 
the maker's hands. Another interesting new type was the 
"G.R.3" ignition battery giving 44 or 6 volts, which is in- 
tended mainly for a reserve or stand-by to the usual magneto 
ignition. Other exhibits were flash-lamp cases and materials 
of all sorts and sizes. 


THE Artistic Saane Co., London, had an exhibit of excep- 
tional interest and attractiveness—one to which, we under- 
&tand, the Queen gave special attention and commendation, 
and which the lay Press singled out for prominent notice. 
The company specialises in silk shades on wire frames, though 
parchment and linen are also used. The standards are 'n 
many cases of wood, turned and carved, and the shades are 
designed to match them.. The shades are all made by hand 
to the designs of an artist, and many of them are hand- 
painted. For the convenience of customers the company's 
artists are available to prepare artistic colour schemes and 
design appropriate shades, bowls, &c. It is pleasing to add 
that the shades are moderate in price. 


Messrs. James Pitkin & Co., Ltp., London, had an ‘n- 
teresting exhibit, including the Holden electric chronograph 
for measuring the velocity of projectiles, of which a large 
number were made during the war; this instrument utilises 
the fall of a long rod under gravitation to give the time ele- 
ment, the distance traversed by the rod during the flight 


of the projectile between two screens being recorded on it, 
and accurately measured with a vernier device which is 
graduated in terms of velocity. The details of construction 
of the device are ingenious and interesting. An exhibit of 
wider industrial application was a new automatic coil winder; 
this machine is provided with automatic stop mechanism, 
length and convolution recording devices, and various ad- 
justments to suit different sizes of bobbins, to control the 
tension of wire, &c. Samples of а new line of inoving-coil 
measuring instruments, in which the operation of changing 
the range causes a corresponding number to appear on the 
dial, nd many other instruments of non-electrical character, 
were shown. 


THE VuLco MaNuracrURING Co., London, showed samples 
of their accumulators, coils, battery boxes, and Ford parts, &c. 


Messrs. Newton & WnuiGHT, LTD., London, had a ver; 
wood exhibit of standard X-ray and electromedical apparatus 
for hospitals, &c., including Snook transformer, induc- 
tion coils, interrupters, and other apparatus for radiology, 
and electrotherapeutic apparatus. A novel feature was an 
X-ray apparatus for dental surgeons, having an oil-immersed 
transformer in the base with two secondary windings for 
the Coolidge tube, one to feed the filament and the other 
to generate the rays. The penetrative power of the rays was 
controlled by a small rheostat, in the filament circuit, and 
the tube, which was completely shielded with a lead-glass 
enclosure and a lead alloy funnel, was mounted on a parallel- 
motion frame and provided with a stereoscopic inovement, as 
well as vertical and angular adjustments. The apparatus was 
designed to work off the public supply mains, the tube 
taking 5 milliamperes with an equivalent gap of 5 inches. 
The latest radiographic screen with convenient adjustments 
was shown; the tube was mounted in a lead-covered box. 
covered with lead-rubber, and the fluorscopic screen, carried 
hy an integral aluminium casting, with suitable adjustments. 
was surrounded with an ample protective apron of lead- 
rubber. 

Messrs. Henry G. Ricuwarpson & Sons and Messrs. ‘THos. 
Wess & Sons, LTb., of Stourbridge, showed glassware for 
vlectric fittings. These and other fimhs testified to the extra- 
ordinary demand for such goods which prevails at present. 


POWER SUPPLY IN THE RHINE 
VALLEY. 


ELECTRIC 


Tue following is an abstract of the lecture by Lieut.-Col. 
F. C. Alpous and Mr. A. E. L. Scaxes, delivered at the 
NoRTH-WESTERN CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS on February 10th, and at the Liverroon Sus- 
CENTRE on February 16th. T" 

Electrical power supply in the Rhinelands has been de- 
veloped to a very high degree, which 1s immediately made 
evident by the extensive use of overhead transmission lines, 
and by the installation of electric light and power even in 
small villages. | : | 

An attempt is made in this paper to give an idea of the 
general development during the last three years. 

'The power supply in the whole of the Rhine Valley, from 
Essen to Ahrweiler, is in the hands of one company, the 
Rheinisch Westfalisches Electricitatswerk, Essen (the R. W.E.) 
This is a private company, about a third of the shares being 
held by the Communes which receive light and power. 

The R. W. E. is sub-divided into subsidiary companies, but 
while these are administered independently, the generating 
stations are all interlinked, and the feeders are carefully 
laid out so as to form a series of ring mains. The connections 
between the different stations are made partly by underground 
cables, but in most new work by overhead lines. АП power 
is generated at the same periodicity, t.e., 50 periods. 

The Communes have а union in order to treat with the 
R.W.E. with regard to prices, and have also representatives 
on the board of the R.W.E. _ 

Power is in general transmitted at 25,000 volts, 3-phase, and 
is transformed in the company's sub-stations to 5,000 volts, 
at which voltage it is distributed to consumers. | 

Besides the anthracite in the Essen district there 1з an 
area west of Cologne where there are large beds of lignite, 
close to the surface, and in seams of great thickness. 1 he 
possibility of the conversion of this fuel into electric power 
had been proved as a commercial proposition, and it was, 
therefore, decided to erect a station of large size employing 
nothing but large units. The objects were, first, to transmit 
power to the Essen district and to reinforce the stations n 
that area; it was also proposed ultimately to transmit power 
much further north, for which reason а 100, 000-volt transmis- 
sion line was constructed to Osterath and Reisholz. Secondly, 
to develop electrical power supply in the southern area. This 
is being done by feeding into the old system by 25,000-volt 
underground mains, also by overhead transinission designed 
for 100,000 volts. | 

A large generating station known as Goldenbergwerk was 
begun in the year 1911, and at the outbreak of war there was 
one set in operation, a 15,000-Kw. turbo-generator. The 
fuel burned in this station is lignite, obtained from an open 
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mine, close to the station. The mean thickness of the coal 
seam is 40 yards, and it is excavated by means of bucket 
machines, each driven by a 9U-kW. motor. An electrically 
driven conveyor brings the trucks, of 4-ton capacity, under a 
hopper, and the coal 1s discharged into successive trucks. By 
other conveyors the trucks are brought to four crushing 
houses, where they are automatically tipped into bunkers, 
from which the coal descends by gravity to the crushers. The 
machines are capable of dealing with 3, 000 trucks in an 
8-hour shift. At this rate the station could take in 18,000 
tons of coal a day, which is sufficient for a continuous output 
of 125,000 KW. 

Owing to the low calorific value of lignite and the large 
quantity of water which it takes up, a very large amount 
ot fuel has to be dealt with, probably four or five times the 
weight that would be burned in a station using hard coal. . 

‘The station is built principally of ferro-concrete, and is 
arranged for extension on the western side. Since, however, 
the original design of the station has been departed from, any 
great extension will lead to considerable difficulties with 
regard to the connection between the generators and the 
transmission lines. There are at present four boiler houses, 
each about 300 ft. long, in each of which ten boilers are 
installed. Whereas the original design with six 15, 000-KW. 
sets allowed for two boiler houses on the &outh side, in the 
ee extension the turbines are fed with steam from both 
sides. 

The water-tube boilers are of the Stirling type, of 8,300 
sq. ft. heating surface, evaporating 46,000 lb. of water per 
hour mean, 70,000 lb. per hour maximum, specially designed 
for burning lignite. Each boiler has five furnaces, giving a 
total grate surface per boiler of 530 sq. ft. The fuel contains 
as much as 67 per cent. of water, and as it descends it is 
heated, and gas and steam are driven from it. The gas 
passes through holes and burns over the incandescent fuel, 
which lies on the fire bars to a depth of 6 to 10 in. If the 
fuel becomes too dry it is apt to burn back in the shoots. 
Green economisers of standard type are used. Both electri- 
cally and turbine-driven rotary boner fuel pumps are installed. 

Natural draught is provided by eight chimney stacks, 360 ft. 
high, giving a draught om the boilers of about 1 in. of water, 
the temperature of the furnace gases in the uptake being 
about 450 deg. F. Only about 24 per cent. of ash remains, 
which is dealt with by a central vacuum plant. 

Steam is delivered at a pressure of about 215 lb. super- 
heated to about 660 deg. F., to a 16-in. main, whence it is 
fed to the turbines. The engine room, about 500 ft. long, 
is equipped with 70-ton electric cranes for the smau sets, 
and 10-ton cranes for the large ones. The turbines are 
seven in number, five of 15,000 Kw. and two of 50,000 kw. 

The 50, 000-Kw. turbine runs at 1,000 R. P. u., and is designed 
with one velocity wheel having two rows of blades, and nine 
Rateau wheels. The turbine weighs 250 tons, of which the 
rotor alone weighs 49 tons. The generator scales 225 tons 
and the generator rotor 106 tons. The turbine wheels vary 
in mean diameter from 134 to 150 in., which gives a mean 
velocity of 590 to 725 ft. per second. The design 18 very similar 
to the A. E. G. 15,000-Kw. sets. | 

Owing to the war, the manufacturers were compelled to 
make the disks and blades of carbon steel, both on the 
50, 000-K W. sets and also on some of the 15,000-Kw. sets, but 
it is understood that up to the present they have suffered 
no trouble from corrosion or erosion. 

The consumption, about 12.5 Ib. / KW., is of course not good, 
owing to the low vacuum obtained, and the area of the 
exhaust branches is considerably less than is allowed for the 
18,750-kw. sets now being installed at Glasgow by the Metro- 
politan-Vickers Electrical Co. 

The air filters are enclosed in separate ferro-concrete build- 
ings, each unit having a capacity of 30,000 Kw. 

The generators, with direct-coupled exciters are arranged 
with partly radial and partly axial ventilation, with a fan 
at one end. In case of fire in a generator, it 1s quickly ex- 
tinguished by means of a hose pipe and compressed CO,. 

In the 50,000-& W. set the condensers are of the surface type 
placed with their axes parallel to the axis of the turbine, and 
each has a surface of about 34,000 sq. ft. In order to obtain 
a proper distribution of steam to the surface of the tub2s, 
the shells are filled not more than two-thirds up, and very 
large gaps are left between the banks of tubes to allow the 
steam to pass well into the centre. This design would appear 
to be very extravagant in material, owing to the low tube 
plate efficienev. It is far better practice to reduce the dia- 
meter of the shell and carry the tubes nearly to the top, at the 
sume time putting an ample steam dome at the inlet to 
distribute the steam. The tubes are about 1 in. bore. 

Following the usual Continental practice there is no water 
box on either end of the condenser, and as these are two-flow, 
all the pipe connections are made on one cover; should it 
be necessary to remove this, the pipework must be dismantled. 

It is general practice throughout the station, with the ex- 
ception of the 50,000-&w. sets, to have one motor-driven and 
one turbine-driven set of pumps. The turbine-driven sets are 
direct-coupled without the use of gears. 

There are two sets of turbine-driven pumps to each main 
turbine. The sets run at 1,000 R. p. u., direct coupled to circu- 
lating air and extraction pumps. the rating being 1,000 B. H. p. 
per set, giving a total of 2,000 B. H. P. for 50,000 kw. Апу 
of the four auxiliary sets eerving the two main units can 


be used on any of the four condensers. The circulating 
pumps in the same manner are connected to a common bus- 
pipe running under both condensers. T 

Cooling towers are used, and as the water is very hard, 
about 15 degrees, the whole of the make-up water is passed 
through a battery of 12 Permutit water sotteners. 

1he loss of vacuum on the condensing plant was very 
serious due to the rapid deposit of hme, and at the end of 
six months, it was impossible to introduce a finger into the 
tubes. With the present Permutit system it is possible to 
run for three years without cleaning a condenser. ‘Lhe 
greatest care is taken throughout the station to keep the feed 
water from contact with the air, and provision is made for 
reinoving all CO, from the water, it being the impression in 
Germany that most corrosion of boilers is due to CO, rather 
than to air. 

In the part of the station occupied by the two 50,000-kw. 
sets the depth from the engine-room floor level to the base- 
ment level is nearly 33 ft. This involves very costly buildings. 
Under each of the 50,00U-Kw. generators there is a large 
chamber hollowed out, to which the air 1s admitted by means 
of a sliding door. The entrance to this chamber 1s by means 
of a double air-lock door. One side of the chamber 1s almost 
entirely occupied by the end of the surface condensers, which 
are hermetically sealed into the wall. It is thus possible to 
clean and withdraw the tubes in what is substantially: the 
air duct of the plant. | U 

The two chief reasons for placing the Goldenbergwerk on 
its present site, which involves the use of cooling towers, 
rather than on the Rhine, were: the amount of coal used 
daily amounts to 7,000 tons at the present time, which will 
be increased as the station 1s extended; and the natural water 
in the Rhinelands is excessively hard, sufficiently so to sub- 
stantially close up the tubes. 3 

Each 15,000-kw. machine is directly connected to a 6,300/ 
25,000-volt transformer, and synchronisation is done at 25,000 
volts by electrically operated oil switches fitted with overload 
releases, each switch consisting of three separate single-phase 
switches, each in a fire-proof chamber. Automatic synchronis- 
ing is not used. Bare copper conductors are used from genera- 
tor to transformer and from transformer to switch. Emer- 
gency 6,000-volt conductors, or busbars, are installed by means 
of which any machine can be connected to any transformer. 

The busbars are in duplicate and are normally worked ^ 
two separate sections, во that in case of a breakdown on the 
mains, only part of the station is affected. By means of 
selector switches, a machine can be thrown on to either set 
of busbars. About half the power from the station is dis- 
tributed at 25,000 volts, the remainder at 100,000 volts. The 
whole of the 100,000-volt apparatus—busbars, switches, trans- 
formers, lightning arresters, &c.—is contained in а separate 
building. 

The 100,000-volt transmission lines are interconnected at a 
point about 25 miles away, so that in the event of a breakdown 
on one line, power can be obtained by another route. Out- 
going transmission lines are connected through air-break 
switches to lightning arresters of the horn type, connected to 
earth through water resistances, there being two separate 
resistances in series for each phase. In parallel with the 
lightning arresters are high-resistance choke coils connected 
to earth. | ; | 

The 50,000-Kw. sets are directly connected to A. E. G. 


transformers of 60,000 k. v. A., 6,300/110,000 volts, synchronisa- 


tion in this case being done at 100,000 volts. From each 
transformer the high-pressure conductors are led by overhead 
wireg to the transmission house, where they pass downwards 
through air-break switches to two 100,000-volt electrically- 
operated oil switches, fitted with overload and no-volt 
release. These switches have been successfully tested to 
break a load of 100,000 км. Тһе cumbrous nature of this 
switch is certainly an argument against the use of sets 48 
large as 50,000 xw. | 

The overhead transmission lines are some of iron and some 
of aluminium, with a steel core .13 sq. in. cross section, and 
are carried on steel towers, with concrete foundations. 

The insulators are porcelain and of the suspension type, and 
the line is typical of American practice. Where the lines 


leave the station the towers are about 130 ft. high, but the 


usual height is about 80 ft., and the span about 150 yards. 
Where a line crosses the Rhine, it is carried on towers 
260 ft. high, the span being about 500 yards. The lines 
are taken across open country, which is largely agricultural, 
electrical power companies having special rights to demand 
wavleaves for power lines. These lines cross roads, electric 
railways, telegraph lines, &c., with no protective net. o 
In order to balance the phases, the wires are crossed over 
three times on each circuit. | | a 
Besides the motor and lighting load, there are important 
electrical furnaces supplied by this station, including about 
10.000 Kw. in the neighbourhood of the station, and 8,000 KW. 
at Erftwerk for the manufacture of aluminium. As a result 
the power factor of the station is kept fairly high, about 0.8, 
and no special arrangements to improve this are made. The 
load factor of the station is between 0.6 and 0.7. There are 
in the Reisholz area large electrically driven rolling mills. 
For lower voltages, 5,000 and under, though a large amount 
of cable work is used, wherever possible wires are run over- 
head, especially on new work. A usual practice is to run 
overhead wires up to a village where the current is transformed 
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down to 220 volts, and distributed through the village. The 
low pressure wires are run on short tubular poles, which are 
carried on brackets on the houses. Lighting leads are then 
. carried into a porcelain cap on the pole, down the tube, and 
through an insulator into the house. 

Another lignite station of similar dimensions was built 
during the war at Zsabornewitz, near Bitterfeld, where eight 
22,5UU-K.V.A. turbo-generators are installed. Power is gene- 
rated at 6,600 volts, and is transmitted at 110,000 volts, a 
distance of 132 km., to Berlin, and at 82,500 volts to important 
nitrate factories. 

.Ahe lioisdort factory is owned by the Rheinisch-Westfae- 
lische Sprengstoff-Actien-Gesellschaft, and at the end of the 
war it was manufacturing about 80 tons of guncotton and 
about 40 tons of smokeless powder per day, also detonators, 
celluloid, &c. All the power used here is electric; steam plant 
is used only for heating and drying, the electric power being 
taken from the mains of the R. W.E. The consumption in 1918 
is said to have been 40 million units. The factory receives 
power by two 25,000-volt 0.08 sq. in., 3-core cables at the main 
sub-station; distribution is effected at 5,000 volts, and at 220 
volts for hghting. 

The motors in this factory, 800 in all, from 300 to 70 E. p., 
are wound for 5,200 volts, and below this size for 990 volts. 
They are built in general for mediuin speeds and for belt 
drive. The average power factor of the system under normal 
working is about 0.7. 

The Cologne-Bonn railway is supplied from its own power 

station, and operates at 1,000 volts p.c. A standard train 
consists of two motor cars and two trailers. Each motor car 
has two 130-H.P. motors, and the maximum speed is 45 M.P.H. 
Current is collected from & double trolley wire by two pan- 
tograph bows on each motor car. On entering the town area, 
the train operates on the town circuit of 600 volts D.c. West- 
inghouse air brakes are installed. 
. The Sieglar sub-station of the Sieglar-Zündorf light railway 
18 operated entirely by mercury vapour converters, the original 
motor-generators being kept as a standby. The three mercury 
converters were built by the Gleichrichter A.G. Glarus, 
Zürich, each for 200 kw., 6-phase, 800 volts D.c. They occupy 
less floor space than motor-generators or rotaries, and the 
first cost is said to be less. Similar converters are built oy 
Brown, Boveri up to a aize of 500 Kw. 


DISCUSSION AT MANCHESTER. 


The Chairman (Mr. J. A. Rospertson) remarked that the 
lecturers did not seem to be overflowing with admiration for 
everything they had seen, and Mr. Scanes had been severely 
critical with regard to some points. It was not usual for a 
discussion to take place on a lecture such as this, but the mem- 
bers might like to ask questions in order to get further in- 
formation on matters that had been touched upon. | 

Mr. G. Situs said in 1914 he saw some big 100,000 volt 
switches in Berlin which had buffer resistances inserted in 
the bottom of the tanks. Had buffer resistances been intro- 
duced into the 100,000 volt switches to which Col. Aldous 
referred? 

Mr. J. DRUMMOND Paton said he had been in the district 
and had seen the brown coal made into briquettes under pres- 
sures of 10,000 to 19.000 tons. In that form there was no need 
to use such a large quantity as Col. Aldous stated in order to 
secure the desired thermal efficiency. He thought that there 
was probably a lack of briquetting material, and the lignite 
was, therefore, used in a crude semi-dry state. An interesting 
point was the extent to which the administration was deter- 
mined by the influence of the communes. He had earnestly 
advocated with regard to the proposed super stations that the 
representatives who were to administer the electricity supply 
should be chosen from the people. 

Mr. ELLs, criticising the diagram of a station which had 
been shown, said it appeared to him the lay-out was absolutely 
spoiled by jamming together two 50,000 KW. generators on 
opposite sides of the engine room. To his mind it completely 
spoiled the extension of the station in the future. 

Col. ALDous, in replying, said he was not able to get a 
photograph of the 100,000-volt switches. There were three 
tanks. one for each phase, each tank being about 5 ft. broad. 
6 ft. high, and 9 or 10 ft. long. The current was broken at 
four points in series, and between the two middle points there 
was a buffer resistance» All three tanks were quite close 
together, so that a breakdown might have disastrous results. 
He noticed that on the smaller switches each phase was in a 
separate compartment. The lignite was used not in briquettes 
but in the crude form. That was the reason why the calorific 
value was so low. Measured in pounds of steam per pound of 
fuel it was from 1.5 to 1.8, whereas when the lignite was com- 
pressed into briquettes it was about 5.5. They seemed to get 
on very well with the crude lignite, and he rather doubted 
whether it would pay to install plant to compress the fuel into 
briquettes. : | À 

With regard to Mr. Ellis's criticism, the diagram might be 
mistaken in showing the two 50,000-kw. generators so close 
together, but it was a fact that in the position shown 1t com- 
pletely altered the lay-out of the station, and it would have 
to be considered when the time came to extend. The only 
way of getting power out was by overhead transmission. He 
supposed the transformers were built up on site. Some of the 
60.000 k. v. A. transformers were built by the A.E.G. and others 
by Siemens. 


Mr. S. L. PEARCE, in moving a vote of thanks to the 
lecturers, said he believed a good deal of the capital 
of the Rhenish Westphalian Company was held by 
the municipalities, but that the operations were entirely car- 
ried out by the company's staff. It was well known that the 
Electricity Supply Act of 1919 inade provision for the inclusion 
of the consuiners to take a share in the administration of the 
district authority. He agreed with the criticism of the lay- 
out of the station with the two 60,000-K.v.4. generators, but in 
all fairness it should be remembered that obviously the station 
had been extended beyond the limits for which it was 
Originally designed. That was the case to-day with a good 
many stations fh this country. ‘The ratio of heating surface 
to grate area seemed {о Фе abnormally low. Doubtless it was 
occasioned by the quality of the fuel which was being used. 
The same observation applied to the cooling surface in the 
condenser. The switchyear lay-out, as it appeared on the 
screen, was certainly exceedingly complicated. That arose 
from the fact that two secondary distribution pressures were 
employed, one at 25,000 and one at 100,000. The step-up trans- 
former and the generator should be treated as one unit, and 
there should be one step-up pressure only if it could possibly 
be arranged. He still remained unconvinced as to the merits 
of overhead lines. 


DiscussioN AT LIVERPOOL. 


Dr. E. W. Marcaant (chairman) said the paper gave a 
remarkably complete description of the new power stations 
which the Germans had succeeded in putting up during the 
war. They would like to have some more information, especi- 
ally with regard to the mercury converters. 

Mr. Н. Dickinson said he had been in the district in June, 


` 1914, and was told that coal could be delivered to the boilers 


at ls. 3d. per ton. The Power Co. had a 50 years’ contract. 
The 50,000-kw. machine was not as difficult a proposition, con- 
sidering the speed, and the vacuum, as some that were now 
being undertaken in this country, for instance, the 2,000-Kw. 
set for the new station on the Wear, which was running at 
2.400 R. P. M. with a vacuum of 293 in., whereas the 50,000-Kw. 
set was only running at 1,000 R. P. M. 

Mr. T. D. CLOTHIER said the proposition clearly was to utilise 
an almost unlimited supply of fuel in the form of soft coal— 
fine stuff to work with in one respect, as there was only 24 per 
cent. of ashes, compared with 35 to 40 per cent. of ashes here. 
The distribution from these large power stations required most 
careful consideration. The difficulties of transmission in this 
country were more important than the difficulty of getting 
coal and water. If the use of mercury converters proved a 
sound proposition it would raise the question whether the 
present tendency to turn over from D.C. to A.C. low-pressure 
distribution was necessary and proper. 

Mr. OmLsox said the Germans іп this instance had erected 
their station on the coal fields, whereas in this country stations 
were placed in the middle of the consumers, and coal and 
water were brought to (nem. For the conditions prevailing 
in this country the latter course was the most suitable. 

Mr. W. LANG said the location of the stations always cropped 
up. He was of opinion that they could leave out the cable 
question altogether, gnd go on with the station. The cable 
makers would always be ready to fill in any gaps. mE 

Mr. S. E. Povey asked a number of questions, and on the 


subject of burns-out of large generators, said the use of an 


automatic switch to break the excitation current and kill 
the exciter field was to be recommended as likely to minimise 
the risk of the insulation of the generator catching fire. The 
switch should operate automatically after the main oil switch 
had been operated, and not be left to an attendant. 

Mr. A. E. L. Scanes, in the course of his reply, said the 
calorific value of brown coal varied from 3,000 to 3,400 B.TH.U. 
per lb. The exhaust steam from the auxiliaries could he 
partly used either in the main turbines or diverted to the 
condensers. Owing to the inefficiency of the sinall turbines, 
it was probable that there would be {оо much steam for the 
whole of it to be used for feed heating. Referring to the 
question of wages, at the present time when the men asked 
for a rise they might get a reasonable one. If, on the other 
hand, they did not think it was reasonable, the military . 
governor appointed a referee, and both the masters and the 
men had to appear before him. As the referee was entirely 
unprejudiced, his decision was usually accepted. In any case 
there was no appeal, and the referee's decision was enforced. 

Lieut.-Col. ALDoUs said that no definite figures were available 
as to the cost and efficiency of mercury converters, but these 
were believed to compare favourably with the rotary con- 
verter. He had no definite figures as to the price of coal, 
but the price had gone up as well as everything else, and 
if they had a contract for 50 years, this contract must have 
been revised. He believed all the stations in the Essen dis- 
trict were linked up. some with 25,000-volt lines, and others 
with 100,000 volts. The power used on one section of busbars 
would appear to be from 30,000 to 50,000 Kw. They did not 
appear to use reactances in the generating circuits. He 
thought they had no special system of protection for generators 
or for feeders, but relied on the overload release, with time 
limit on the oil switches, and this country was very much 
ahead of them in this respect. Horn type lightning arresters 
were used almost throughout, 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, 


A Marconi Wireless Telephone Cabinet. 

The accompanying illustration, fig. 1, shows the new Mar- 
coni 4-KW. wireless telephone and telegraph cabinet, which 
was briefly mentioned in our last issue in connection with the 
British Industries Fair; it measures about 4 ft. high by 2 ft. 
deep and 4 ft. wide, and is supplied with power at 85 volts, 
150 cycles, by & rotary converter or motor generator. The 
minimum daylight range for telephony is 100 nautical miles; 
for telegraphy by '' tonic train " (interrupted continuous wave) 


lig. 1.—-MancoNi $-KW. CABINET. Fic. 2.—TRANSMITTING VALVE. 1716. 


the range is 130 n. m., and for telegraphy by uninterrupted 
c. w., 300 n. m., with aerials at least 100 ft. high and 220 ft. 
long. The source of high-frequency energy for transmission is 
a Marconi patent three-electrode valve (fig. 2), which is main- 
tained in oscillation by a reaction coupling; for telephony a 
similar valve is used to control the amplitude of the oscilla- 
tions, and by switching over from the microphone to a buzzer 
and key the change to ‘tonic train telegraphy is made. 
The high pressure for the anodes of the valves is provided by 
a step-up transformer through a two-electrode rectifying valve, 
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Fig. 3.—DIAGRAM or TRANSMITTING CIRCUITS (SIMPLIFIED). 


in circuit with smoothing-out choking coils and condensers, 
and a step-down transformer with two secondaries supplies 
current to the filaments of all three valves. The receiver is 
provided with a standard Marconi seven-valve amplifving de- 
tector, and the change-over from transmitting to receiving `s 
effected by the movement of a single multiple-contact switch. 
Tt will be observed that the whole of the work is done with 
valves, and that no discharger is required. The apparatus is 
made by Mrssrs. Marcont's WIRELESS TELEGRAPH CO., Lrp., of 
Marconi House, Strand, London, W. C. 2 


— 


Inspection Tube Fittings. 


Messrs. Isaac GRIFFITHS & Sons, Imperial Tube Works, 
Friar Street, Wednesbury, have recently introduced a labour- 
saving invention in the form of inspection tube fittings (fig. 
us hese fittings are designed to take the place of ' ' draw- 

boxes in conduit work, and consist of tubes possessing 
ete twice the length of the opening in the boxes. As the 
overall diameter of these tubes is only slightly greater than 


4. - IISSPFC TON TUBE FITTINGS. 


that of the conduit, less space is taken up. and the appearance 
of the eystem is greatly improved. The sizes of these fittings 
range from § in. diameter to 2 in. 


A New Electric Bed Warmer and Food Warmer. 


Mr. LEoLINE EDwanbs, 81, St. Margaret's Road, Twicken- 
ham, is the manufacturer of a simple but effective device for 


Fia. 5.—FooT WARMER Гіс. 6.— FOOT WARMER. 
ADAPTED TO Food WARMING. 


warming a bed. As will be seen from fig. 6, the device con- 
sists of a metal cylinder closed at one end. Within this case 
is a sleeve which can be moved up or down, and to this 18 
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fied а 24-c.P. carbon lamp, together with a length of flex 
and an adapter. The mouth is closed by a metal cover. The 
cylinder is covered with flannel. 

This warmer can be adapted to food warming (fig. 5), and 
will also serve as a night light when the flannel cover is re- 
moved, the cylinder being perforated at the middle. Food 
may be kept at a temperature of 100 deg. F. for any period 
by means of this device, the cover being in the form of a 
small pan with handles. 

A series of readings taken by means of a thermometer in 
bed showed that a temperature of 114 deg. F. was reached 
in half an hour. After eight hours the reading was 220 aeg. 
Water (14 pints) was boiled and placed on the heater; the 
temperature after nine hours was 105 deg. F. Half a pint 
of cold water was brought to 115 deg. F. in eight hours. 


LEGAL. 


A PROFITEERING INQUIRY. 


THE Complaints Tribunal of the Contral Committee which wae 
established to investigute charges of profiteering on the part of 
wholesale dealers, held a sitting at the Hotel Windsor, Victoria 
Street, S. W., on Thursday last week, under the presidency of Mr. 
W. Marshall Freeman, when a complaint was investigated which 
had been lodged by Messrs. H. Underwood & Co., of 37, Kilworth 
Avenue, Southend-on-Sea, regarding the price charged by Messrs. 
J. Sellar & Co., Ltd., of 1, Cheapside, London Road, Southend-on- 
Sea, for electrical slip conduit elbows. The complainants stated 
that the trade price charged by the respondents for elbows of f in., 
electric wiring conduits or tubing, of stamped metal, was 6s. a 
dozen. The same article it was said, could be purchased locally at 
Southend at 3s. 6d. a dozen, while a better elbow of solid metal 
s been bought from the Edison & Swan Electric Co. at 2s. 4d. 
а dozen. 

Мв. HAROLD UNDERWOOD, who appeared for the complainante, 
said he made a purchase from the respondents of three j-in. wire 
conduits on December 20th. He was charged 6d. each for the 
elbows, and complained that in any other shop in Southend he 
could buy the same article for 3s. 6d. a dozen. He had previously 
purchased the same article from the respondents at 6s. a dozen, and 
had complained to them of the price charged. 

Asked whether he had the letter, MR. SELLAR, who appeared 
for the respondent company, said he never received it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD added that he never received any reply to his 
letter. He had purchased better articles from the Edison-Swan 
Co. at 28. 4d. a dozen; the goods sold by them were of solid metal. 
He had also obtained a quotation from Messrs, Young & Martin, 
Ltd., dated February 9th, who asked 48 a dozen. 

The CHAIRMAN; The ones complained about are described as 
split elbows ? 

Mr. UNbERWOOD: Yes. He went on to say that the previous 
Wednesday he went to the General Electric Co., Ltd., who quoted 
him 15s a gross for the elbows, plus 50 per cent. 

The CHAIRMAN : In other words, 228. 6d. a gross, or 1s. 101d. a 
dozen. 

MR. UNDERWOOD: Yes. He also produced a quotation from 
Electric Installations, who asked 3s. 3d. a dozen for stamped elbows 
with cast sleeves, and 3s. 9d. a dozen for malleable cast elbows. 

The CHAIRMAN: What was the price of these things before the 
war ? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD: About ls. a dozen. 
trade price. 

In answer to Мв. SELLAR, it was stated by Мв. UNDERWOOD 
that he had done a good deal of business with the respondent 
company. 

Mr. SELLAR: Who paid the accounts ? 

MR. UNDERWOOD : I did. 

Was it your mother — No; My father has paid accounts to you. 

Have you ever paid us any money direct yourself — Leas. 

I think you pretty well know that we don't want your orders, as 
we don't assume that you але properly in the trade. Further, we 
don't consider three conduits a trade purchase, do we )—Yes. 

Your mother bas begged me not to bave any dealings with you ? 
—JI have not heard of it. 

The complainant said that before the war his mother was a bit 
scared about his being in business on his own account, owing to 
his age. He had not got a shop of his own—he could not get 
premises, and was carrying on the business from his private house. 

Mn. W. Curr, assistant manager in the conduit department of 
the General Electric Co., said that his firm manufactured and 
supplied elbows similar to those referred to. 

The CHAIRMAN : What is the proper price? 

WITNESS : The trade price for the stamped elbows is 15s. a gross, 
or 1s. 3d. a dozen, plus 50 per cent. 

What about the solid elbows ?—They аге 2s. 9d. a dozen to-day, 
plus 76 per cent. 

What was the price in November ?—2s. 9d. a dozen, plus 33] per 
cent. 

What was the price of the stamped elbows in November ?—It 
was the same. 

Do you understand the trade custom regarding the supply of 
goods to gentlemen like the complainant '—— We heard that he 
undertook jobs at houses, If he came to our counter and gave his 
card we should give him the trade terms, which would be vne ones 
I have quoted to you. 

Even if he only wanted a quarter of a dozen — Les. 


That, of course, was the 


The WITNESS went on to say that he agreed that a firm like the 
respondents reselling such goods should make a profit, The usual 
profit in the trade was 331 per cent. on the cost price, or 25 per cent. 
on the selling prioe. 

Мв. SELLAR said that last year it was very difficult to get such 
goods. and he had messengers running about trying to get them. 

WITNESS : You should have come to us. 

MR. SELLAB, in putting the case for the respondent company, 
said that the business had been in existenoe for many years. He 
admitted the eale to the complainant at the prioe mentioned. He 
produced an invoice from the British Thomson- Houston Co., which 
showed that he purchased two gross of elbows at 40s. & gross, plus 
20 per cent. Owing to the shortage last year in such goods, he 
had asked customers to let him have elbows, and had allowed them 
48. 6d. a dozen for such goods. 

Questions were asked by the CHAIRMAN as to the extent of the 
respondent company's business, and Mr. SELLAR said that during 
the war the turnover dropped to about £2,690. It had since 
increased, and last year amounted to something like £5.000. In 
the company's shop was a list which showed that $-in. elbows 
were sold by them at бв. a dozen. 

os CHAIRMAN: Then why did you charge the complainant 68. 
а dozen? 

Mr. SELLAR : I didn't want his custom. 

You don't want the custom of a man who pays cash ?—I charged 
him a penny extra for the three elbows, 

The CHAIRMAN called attention to a letter which Mr. Sellar 
wrote to the Secretary of the Tribunal On February 18th, which 
stated On two occasions he had asked for credit. and we have had 
to collect through our solicitors, and that is probably the bottom of 
the trouble.” 

The complainant declared that the etatement was untrue, and 
the chairman said it was a serious matter. 

Мв. SELLAR further stated that he regarded the accused, not as 
а trade customer, but as a private bayer. 

‚ Мв. GEOFFREY GREEN, of Leigh-on-Sea, spoke of the exoellent 
reputation held by the respondent company. Не had purchased 
elbows from the company at 5s. 6d. a dozen. 

The CHAIRMAN : Did you think you were paying a good price ? 

Мв. GREEN: I could not get them elsewhere. 

Mr. SELLAR declared that there was no profit on the electrical 
branch of the company's business. 

In giving the decision of the Tribunal, the CHAIRMAN said that 
the matter came before them as a wholesale transaction, which it 
was. The complainant had made out his case. By the custom of 
the trade. and the general practice adopted by the respondenta, the 
complainant was given wholesale prices. Tne respondents put on 
Is. a dozen, and therefore were guilty of profiteering, and had 
broken the law. The Tribunal considered that a reasonable and 
liberal price to have charged was 48. a dozen. They, therefore, 
ordered a refund of one-third of the price charged. The chair- 
man added that they did not consider that the case was of 
sufficient importance to justify any further action, but they hoped 
that the respondents would be more careful in future. 


THE LIGHTING OF UNDERLEY HALL. 


AN application was made to Mr. Justice Eve, in the Chancery 
Division, on March 4th, by the Duke of Portland and Mr. R. D. 
Upton, trustees of a deed of settlement made by the late Ear! of 
Bective on the marriage of his daughter, the present Lady Olivia 
Cavendish-Bentinok, of Underley Hall, Kirkby Lonsdale, for an 
order to raise capital by the sale of land, subject to the trusts of 
the settlement forthe purpose of installing a new system of electric 
lighting and electric bells at Underley Hall. 

It was explained to his Lordship that the present installation 
was put in under an order, similar to that now asked for, madé by 
Mr. Justice Kckewich in 1898, but the engineer was advised that it 
was not adequate, or even safe. 

His LORDSHIP said the trustees had the power to raise the 
necessary capital, and made the declaration asked for. 


— 


Engines for Alcohol Fuel. — Reminding us that many 
years ago it conducted extensive experiments with regard to aloohol 
fuel engines, the Parsons MOTOR Co., LTD., Southampton, writes 
expressing disappointment that in spite of the reports of Com- 
mittees on this subject, up to now the Government has done 
nothing at all, except to appoint an Alcohol Fuel Investigation 
Officer. Feeling, however, that something must be done soon, the 
company last year carried out further experiments on alcohol and 
alcohol-benzol mixtures, and is now exeouting orders for engines 
using these fuels for countries where there is already a supply of 
power alcohol available, Some of our own Colonies are using 
alcohol fuel extensively. Alcohol fuel can be used in the ordinary 
petrol engine with very little modification, and aloohol-benzol even 
more easily still, but to get power and consumption resulta com- 
parable with the paraffin engine numerous details have to be 
altered and attended to; the company's tests show results which 
are entirely favourable to alcohol fuel when these points have been 
duly carried out. If the restrictions on its use in this country 
could be removed, says the Parsons Motor Co., private enterprise 
would soon find a way to place large quantities of home-produced 
fuel alcohol on the market, with advantage to everyone concerned, 
avoiding exporting capital. utilising shipping, and at the same 
time helping home industries in many directions, 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Serton-Jonss, O'DeLL AND 
TEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


5,340. ARC LAMP ELECTRODES FOR PRODUCTION: OF VIOLET AND ULTRA-VIOLET 
Licht. B. M. Young and H. C. Ross. February 23rd. 

5,360. MEANS FOR SIARIING, LIGHTING, IGNITION AND WARMING BMOTOR-CARS, 
MOTOR-CYCLEs, &c. R. Н. Playfoot. February 24th. 

5,364. IGNITION DEVICES FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES, &c. 
and D. R. Dobson. February 33rd. 


5,381. IGNITION SPARKING PLUGS. F. L. Rapson. February 23rd. 


5,384. ARRANGEMENT FOR HIGH-SPEED AUTOMAIIC PRINTING TRLEGRAPHY. М. D. 
Dimitrievitch. February 23rd. 

5,388. ELECTRICAL, &c., sicNs. E. W. Chaimberlain. February 23rd. 

6,389. THERMAL ELECTRICAL SwiTCHES. E. W. Chamberlain. February 23rd. 

5,411. DEVICE FOR PREVENTING REMOVAL OF LAMPS FROM HOLDERS. A. G. 
Cornwell. February 23rd. 

5,493. THERMIONIC TUBES FOR WIRELESS TRANSMISSION SYSTEMS. S. Brydon, 
A. G. T. Cusins, S. Johnson, and J. H. Whittaker-Swinton, February 23rd. 

5,424. Vacuum TUBES, &c. S. Brydon, E. Cummings, and А. G. F. Cusins. 
February 23rd. 

5,429. DEVICE FOR REPLACING FUSE WIRE AND INDICATING BLOWN-OUT ELECTRIC 
circuits. P. Davies. February Ard. 

5,431. CiRCUIT-BREAKER. FOR ELECIRICALLY-HEATFD UTENSIL. LE. C. R. Marks 
(Landers, Frary & Clark). February 23d. 

5,432. ELECTIRICALLY-HEATED. UTENSIL. E. C. R. Marks (Landers, Frary & 


W. Pickard 


* 


Clark). February 23rd. 

5,433. ELECTRICALLY-HEATED DEVICE, I. anders, Frary & Clark. February 
23rd 

5,434. ELsCTRICALLY-HEATED Device. Landers, Frary & Clark. February 
23rd 


5,435. CONTROLLING Dxvicx. Landers, Frary & Clark. February 23rd. 


5,437. CONTROLLING DEVICK FOR ELECTRICALLY-HEATED UTENSILS. Landers, 
Frary & Clark. February 23rd. 
0,438. ELECTRICALLY-HEATED UTENSIL. Landers, Frary & Clark. February 


23rd. 
5,440. Cowstact DEVICES. Siemens & Halske Akt. Ges. February 23rd. 


5,442. CARBON BRUSHES FOR DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. W. W. Jarvis and 
Morgan Crucible Co. February 23rd. 


5,467. ELECTRIC switcuys. S. Kobzy. February 23rd. 


5,476. MEANS FOR SECURING INCANDESCENT ELECTRIC LAMPS IN HOLDERS. L. 
Myers and A. J. Nicolls. February 24th. 

5,485. ELECTRICAL INTEGRATING METERS. 
Martin. February 24th. 

5,496. IGNITION DEVICES FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. 
and W. Pickard. February 24th. 

5,534. INSTRUMENT FOR TRANSMITTING AND RECEIVING TELEPHONIC COMMUNICA- 
TIONS ON AEROPLANES, &c. Stols Electrophone Co. and W. A. Saxby. Febru- 
ary 24th. 

3, 40. PROCESS FOR ELECTRO-DEPOSITION OF ALLOYS OF COPPER AND ZINC. S. 
О. Cowper-Cores. February 24th. 

5,555. OPikATING TIPPING-GFAR UPON. VEHICLES ELECTRICALLY. E. H. Dine, Р. 
F. Smith, F. R. Stocks. February 24th. 

23,560. IGNITION MAGNETOS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. Н. W. К. 
Ireland and Н. Lucas. February 24th. 

5.565. SPARK PLUG CLEANER. Champion Spark Plug Co. February 24th. 

5,566. ELECTRIC FOOT REST AND FOOT WARMER. I. Panza and A. Zacchini. 
February Z4th. 


Electrical Apparatus Co. and A. J. 
D. R. Dobson 


5,578. FIELD SYSTEMS OF DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. G. Schroeder, Febru- 
ary 24th. 
5,585. ELECTRIC SWITCHES. Benjamin Electric Manufacturing Co. Feb- 


ruary 24th. 

5.586.  CIRCUIT-CLOSER. 
24th. 

5,609. ELECTRICALLY CONTROILED. STEERING GEAR. FOR snips. H. Moiris-Nirev, 
J. W. S. Dorling, W. P. Gandel! and А. K. Macrorie. February. 24th. 

5,611. ELECTRICAL CONTROL APPARATUS FOR LIGHTING SYSTEMS. lgranic Elec- 
tric Co. (Cutler Hammer Manufacturing Co.). February 25th. 

5.619. Evectric Lupe. Efandem Co., А. II. Williams. 

5.643. Evectric swtrcnes. R. M. Hills. 

5,600. Ecrcrrtq INCANDESCENT LAMPS FOR PROJECTION, 
February 25th. 

5.669. SOUND-LOCATING APPARATUS. British 
Electric Co. U. S. K ). February 25th. 

5.671. '"HERMO-«ELLS FOR ELECTRICAL. MEASURING APPARATUS. 
Lamp Co. February 25th. 

5,6897. WIRELESS DIRECTION. FINDERS. H. J. Round. 

5,703. PROCESS FOR PRODUCTION OF METALLIC PARTS. 
February 25th, 

5.715. Mucti-ster AMPLIFIERS. M. I. Pupin. February 25th. 

5,728. RECFIVERS OF HIGH-FREQUENCY SOUND WAVES OF ELECTRICAL OSCILLA- 

и * 
ION S. M. I. Pupin. February 25th. 
5.729. ADJUSTABLE SETTING LEVFR FOR ELECTRIC IGNITION DEVICES, 
(res. R. February 25th. 

3.736. APPARATUS FOR CHARGING AND DISCHARGING ELLCTRIC STORAGE BATTERIES, 
Н. €. Hodges. February 25th. 

5,737. SOUND GENERATORS. M. I. Pupin. February 25th. 

5.738. AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEMS. 
Electric Co. and W. C. Daves. February 235th. 

9,740. RECEIVERS FOR SIGNALLING BY SOUND Waves. M. I. Pupin. 
ary 25th. 

5,741. DEVICE FOR AUTOMATICALLY ADVANCING IGNITION IN. INTFRNAL-COMBUSTION 
ENGINES, J. E. Tuscher. February 25th. 

5.743. ELECIRIC TOASTER. E. P. Taylor. February 24th. 

5,748. BRAKE MECHANISM FOR ELECTRICALLY PROPELLED VEHICLES. | V. H. 
Mossay, Mossay & Co., and Ransomes, Sims & Jjetlries. February 25th. 

5.749. ELECTRIC CONTROLLERS FOR ELECTRICALLY PROPELLED VEHICLES. P. A. 
Н. Mossay, Mossay & Co., and Ransomes, Sims & Jeffries. February 25th. 

5.763. HiGH-TENSION BATTERY, F. Richardson. February 26th. 

5.774. AERIAL SYSTEMS FOR WIRELESS TELEGRAVHY. C. T. Wilkinson. Feb- 
ruary 26th. 

9,777. SUSPENSION OF ELECTRIC LIGHT ISS. H. C. Busbridge. 
ary 26th. 

5,782. AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC LIGHTING SYSTEM. 
stone. February 26th. 

9,785. CALL INDICATORS FOR TELEPIIONE SYSTEMS. Automatic Telephone Manu- 
facturing Co. (Automatic Electric Co.). February 26th. 

pom VAN X ' s È А . 

5.786. RAILWAY SIGNALLING SYSTEMS. Automatic Tolephone Manufacturing 
Co. February 26th. 

9,796. SELECTING DEVICES FOR AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. J. E. Collyer, 
E. A. Petithory, and Siemens Bros. & Co. February 96th. 

n кә t TO s 

5.80. CONNECTION FOR PERMITTING SIMULTANEOUS USE OF SFVEKAL ELECTRICAL 
BUKNERS FOR SOLDERING OR WELDING, H. Fritze. February 96th. 


5 ROT > s : : 
5.807. VirerRICAL ACCUMULATORS. C, Saunders and Saunders Electrical Co. 
February 96th, 


5,813. RrcEIvRR& For МОКУ TELF "UY AND ТИГ Y 
RIS. : t . PORN ANDCIHELTPHONY, F. Ilonlitan 
February 26th. mes 
5,816. PRODUCTION Or LIGHT ELECTRICALLY. 
February 26th. 


Benjamin Electric Manufacturing Co. February 


February 25th. 
February 25th 

&c. ` M. J Mason 
Thomson-Houston Co. (General 


Westinghouse 


February 25th. 
S. О. Cowper-Coles, 


Bosch Akt. 


Sterling Telephone and 


Febru- 


Febru- 
T. Ferguson and J. R. John- 


Siemens & Holske Akt. Ges. 


5,845. FUSE AND JUNCTION OR TERMINAL BOXES FOR ELECTRIC LIGHTING IN- 
STALLATIONS. J. Stone & Co. and M. Walton. February 26th. 

5,846. CIRCUIT-BREAKER. WITH AUTOMATIC VARIATION OF IGNITION FOR INTERNAL- 
COMBUSTION ENGINES. J. E. Tuscher. February 28th. 

5.857. TESTING ARMATURES OF ELECTRIC MACHINES. H. C. M. Patten. Fet- 
ruary 26th. 

5,599. ELECTRO-MAGNETIC GENERATORS AND MOTORS. L. Robertson, R. Lacon, 
Н. W. Lee, and Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co. February 26th. 

5,868. AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM. Sterling Telephone & Elec 
tric Co. and W. C. Davey. February 20th. 

5,869. AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM. 
tric Co. and W. C. Davey. February 26th. 

5,890. METHODS OF TRANSMITIING POWER FROM WINDMILL TO DYNAMO, &c. 
A. L. Macnamara. February 27th. 

5.895. ELECTRIC ILLUMINATING DEVICES FOR THEATRICAL STAGES, &c. T. H. 
Rochford. February 27th. 

5,899. ELECTRON TUBE APPARATUS.: Westinghouse Lamp Co. 

5,904. ELECTRIC FUsk BOXES, SWIICHGEAK, Ac. F. W. 
27th. 

5,907. DEVICE FOR ATTACHING ELECTRIC CONDUCTING WIRES TO PIPES, RODS, ФС. 
G. Turnock, February 27th. 

5,909. MAGNETO TO SPARKING PLUG SWITCH WITH COMBINATION LOCK. J. W. 
Cliffe. February 27th. 

5,916. ELECTRIC SPARK AND PLUG TESTER. M. I. Bayley. February 27th. 

5,925. "TELEPHONE systems. Automatic T*lephone Manufacturing Co. Feb- 
ruary 27th. 

5,942. SAFETY coc TROLL IN CCT R FOR ELECIRICALLY-PROPELI ED 
R. Garrett & Sons and H. R. Simpson. February 27th. 

5,945. ELECTRIC CONTROL OF DYNAMO-ELECTKIC MACHINES DRIVEN KM PKIME 
MOVERS. British Thomson-Houston Co, and J. Hun. February 27th. 

5,949. ALTERNATING-CURRENT ELECTRIC INSTRUMENTS FOR INDICATING SYNCHRON- 
ISM, POWER FACTOR, PIIASE DIFFERENCE, &с. C. L. Lipman and Nalder Bros. & 
Thompson. February 27th. 

5,999. GLASS VESSELS FOR INCANDESCENT LAMPS, ÂC., AND MFTHOD OF PRODUCING 
тнЕМ. H. G. C. Fairweather (Fabrique Suisse de Lampes à Incandescence). 


Sterling Telephone & Elec- 


February 27th. 
Abbott. February 


VEHICLES. 


5.951. DEVICE FOR TESTING SPARKING PLUGS. С. ©. H. Williams, February 
о" 
27th. 

5.978. Drrrcrox TUBES. Westinghouse Lamp Co. February 27th. 

5,987. AERIAL MASTS FOR WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY, &c. 5. Mochl. February 


о” 
27th, 
5,988. MACHINES FOR GENERATING ELECTRICAL EN ENV. K. F. Ries. 


ary 27th. 
5.989. ELECTRICAL aprakatus. K. F. Ries. February 27th. 
6,010. F MACIIINES. E. G. €. Barton and G. E. Barton. 


February 27th. 
6.055. ELECTRICALLY-DRIVEN BLOCKS, HOISTS, &c. F. Ogden. February 28th. 
6,056. IGNITION DEVICES FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES, J. Bossan. Feb- 

ruary 28th. 

6,009. CABLE GRIPPING DEVICE. J. A. Hogan. February 28th. 

6.060. SELF-REGULATING CONSTANT-CUKRENT VARIABLE-SPEED DYNAMO. J. A. 
Hogan. February 28th. 

6,063. ELECTRICAL SIGNALLING APPARATUS FOR RVLWAaAYS. J. 
ruary 28th. | 

6,065. LaMPHOLDERS AND SCREW Cars. N. Kilian. February 28th. 

6,079. WikkLEss TELEPHONY. W. T. Ditcham. February 28th. 

6,082. ELECTRIC switcnes. C. А. Damey and K. K. Damey. February "m 

6.084. BRUSH HOLDERS FOR ELECTRICAL MACHINES. H. G. Andre, February 
эмі. 

6,085. ELECTRICAL VOLTAGE REGULATORS. H. G. Andre. February 28th. 

6,086. ELECTRICAL REGULATORS. H. G. Andre. February 28th, 

6.087. ELFCTRO-MAGNETS. H. G. Andre. February 28th. 

6.090. ROTARY ELECTRIC HAND DRILLS. Siemens-Schuckertwerke, 
28th. 

6,091. HEAT-MEASUKING — APPLIANCE FOR 
Schuckertwerke. February 28th. 

6,101. APPARATUS FOR SUBJECTING MOLECULAR MATTER, КО, TO ELECTROSTATIC 
STRESS OF HIGH-TENSION. ELETRIC DISCHARGE. F. O. Niece and R. II. Ligger 
February 28th. 

0,106. PRINTING TELEGRAPH SYSTEMS, 


Febru- 


Gardner. Feb 


February 


ELECTRICAL hosts. Siemens- 


Western. Electric Со, February 28th. 


Electric Ploughing in Italy.—1n view of the necessity 
for improved methods of cultivation in Italy, considerable 
interest is being displayed in the possiblity of ‘utilising some 
system of electric ploughing on a large scale. In this con- 
nection trials were recently held in the vicinity of Rome 
of the apparatus designed and manufactured by Violati— 
Tescari Bros., at which the King of Italy, the Italian Minister 
of Agriculture, and other prominent officials were present. 
It is reported that the results of these trials were very eatis- 
factory, a triple plough being employed in the first instance, 
which operated perfectly, and in the second place, a single 
plough, with which a depth of about 20 in. was reached in 
epite of the difficult character of the ground on which the 
trials were held. Conditions in Italy are very favourable to 
the adoption of electric ploughing. Not only is the neces- 
sary power available in almost every section of the country, 
but the fields are comparatively small, and in many instances 
level. It is claimed that by the Violati-Tescari system a 
hectare (2.471 acres) can be ploughed for about 80 lire 
(£3 4з. 4d.), including in this sum the increase which hae 
already taken place in the wayes of workmen, possibilities 
of further increases, interest on invested capital, amortiag- 
tion. &c. The cost per hectare, using tractors or other 
mechanical means, is estimated at 300 lire (£12 ls. 3d.), 
owing principally to the extremely high price of the fuel. 
The Violati-Tescari system of electric ploughing is a com- 
paratively simple one. At one corner of the field to be 
ploughed a powerful electric capstan or winding apparatus 
1в established, from which wire cables are stretched entirely 
enclosing the field in question. At the two near corners 
these cables pass through pulleys which are securely anchored, 
while at the far corners they are connected with two mov- 
able anchor-wagons. Between these two, a duplex plough 
mounted on wheels is drawn backwards and forwards across 
the field by means of the cable, and each time a furrow is 
ploughed the anchor-wagons move up a sufficient distance 10 
bring the plough into position for the next operation. The 
plough is provided with an equal number of shares on each 
mide of the wheels, facing each other, so that no turning 19 
necessary: when one side is working the shares on the other 
aide are lifted clear of the ground. А seat ia provided far 
the operator. 17.89. Commerce Reporte. 
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BRITISH AGENTS ABROAD. 


A SHORT time ago we drew attention to certain cases in 
which British merchant houses having long experience and 
connections in South America were unable to fix up arrange- 
ments with British manufacturers. Disappointed, or, 
perhaps, we ought to say disgusted, at the apathetic attitude 
of the latter, they abandoned the idea ‘of trying to sell 
British electrical products, and as they wished to settle to 
business without further delay, they made terms with a 


Continental manufacturer, and sent their travellers off on 
an expedition to sell Continental stuff. The British 
merchant has so often been attacked because he has sold 
foreign products, that it is only fair to show that sometimes 
he cannot help himself. We hope and believe that such 
instances are very exceptional, and we are aware that the 
works are over-full of orders. But exceptions are none 
the less distressing whatever the cause, and when the 
workers are able to settle down to that larger productivity 
that we believe they will give before long, we may want 
more orders. 

There is another aspect of this question of British 
merchanting abroad that has lately been brought under 
attention in dispatches received by the Department of 
Overseas Trade, from H.M. Minister at Pekin, and the Com- 
mercial Counsellor at Shanghai. The Associated British 
Chambers of Commerce in China and Hong-Kong held a 
conference in Shanghai a few months ago to discuss certain 
matters affecting British trade in China. A number of 
resolutions were passed, one of which registered the earnest 
hope fat British manufacturers and exporters in the 
United Kingdom and the Dominions will, where practicable, 
use British agents for the sale and distribution of their 
qoods." 

We believe that most British exporters in a sufficiently 
large way of business prefer to send their own representa- 
tives out from home ; but even such, unless they know the 
peculiar nature of the ground, and the local methods of 
conducting trading operations, are likely to encounter dis- 
appointment or to run serious danger by reason of the 
pitfalls that, await the inexperienced. If they are attached to 
some existing organisation that has been brought together and 
developed through long and close contact with commercial 
life, they can act with greater hope of local inexperience 
being unable to render their own peculiar efficiency 
ineffective. 

The last thing in the world that British firms should 
do is to entrust their business to a house which is not 
British in personnel, or, at any rate, in sympathy. It 
is not likely to be forgotten, after all that happened during 
the war, that Mr. Smith did not always spell his name so. 
The purely British firms and agents on the spot have the 
first claim upon us, and if we do not avail ourselves of 
their offers of service, we must not be surprised if they sell 
the products of other countries, and sell them more readily 
because they are Britishers while British prestige and name 
stand so high. After all, a merchant is in business to sell 
things, and he is going to do it. A Britisher prefers to 
sell British manufactures if our works turn out what is 
required. Price may sometimes compel him to do cther- 
wise. Cheap and nasty quality may satisfy the consumer, 
and, much as it may be to the agent's distaste to handle 
foreign goods, he may fipd it policy to do so in order to 
retain a connection; but let it not be said that British 
agents sold foreign goods because British manufacturers 
made the deplorable mistake of letting their selling be done 
for them by a German, or any other, if there was a suitable 
Britisher at hand waiting to serve them, 
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So far there has been a limited business desired by the promoters of the Industrial Councils. Other- 
ö in small electric motors for driving wise, some of the most valuable features of the scheme may 


sewing machines and light polishing work, 
stirring liquids, and similar household jobs; but there 
appears to be a latent market for a somewhat more robust 
and adaptable appliance on the following lines :— 

An enclosed motor of about 4 H.P. with self-contained 
starter and covered terminals, stout flexible cord connection, 
heavy rubber feet, and a substantial handle for lifting ; 
the machine to be provided with extended spindle at each 
end, screwed cone on one side to take emery wheels, polishing 
mops, and buffs, and on the other some provision for fixing 
a simple drill chuck, and friction or belt pulleys. An 
appliance of this kind, if well balanced, would work on a 
table or floor without fixture, or with a simple vice clamp, 
but probably would be still more useful if attached to a 
stout iron tripod ; one end of the spindle could be arranged 
to drive а small fan of the “ Sirocco " type, with sheet-iron 
housing and hood, to draw dust from the polishing end, and 
discharge it into an air porous bag under the stand. This 
addition would make a practical polishing machine useable 
for many purposes, and a real labour saver, which a 
polishing bob without any device to collect dust certainly 
is not, so far as household use is concerned. Motors of this 
kind, but somewhat larger in size, have been employed 
with sudcess for farm and dairy work, being easily movel 
and coupled to any small machinery—in fact, there would 
appear to be a good business to be done in a complete 
range of such eemiportable machines, whicb, in association 
with some form of wheeled stand, could easily be fitted with 
cone pulleys or a speed-reducing gear, and find a sphere of 
usefulness even in а well-equipped workshop. 


* 


THE various District Industrial Councils 


District . 5 
Add ri for the Electricity Supply Industry are 
Councils for now mostly well under way. But there 
Electricity. is one point which is perhaps a little 

Supply. difficult to arrange. These District 


Councils should consist, of course, of Trade 
Unions on one side of the table, and of Employers’ Associa- 
tions on the other. The Employers’ Associations are the 
I. M. E. A., the Provincial Electric Supply Committee, and 
(for London only) the Conference. of Chief Officials of the 
London Companies. In the constitution of the National 
Council, this arrangement was rigidly adhered to. But in 
the formation of some of the District Councils, the actual 
course followed seems to be for the representatives on the 
employers’ side to act directly for the individual under- 
tukings. Not designedly so, of course; it is a case rather 
of there being some difficulty in doing otherwise. Bot a 
really important principle is involved, and it would certainly 
seem advisable for the formal constitution to be strictly 
adhered to. 
It was specifically laid down in the Ministry of Labour 
handbook on the question that the intention was that thc 
Councila should be composed only of representatives of 


Trade Unions and Employers’ Associations. The reason. 


why the apparent anomaly is cropping up is the difficulty of 
the two Associations, which are naturally centralised, acting 
in the various provincial districts, and the tendency has 
been to leave the districts to some extent to look after their 
own affairs. But, however much this may be done in 
practice, owing to the exigency of circumstances, it is very 
necessary that throughout all the formal proceedings the 
representatives of employers should always take the stand 
of acting for the two properly constituted Associations of 
Fmployers (I. M. E. A. and P. E. S. C.) 

A further point that will need decision is the question of 
Works Committees. The District Councils will have to 
decide to what extent these are to be made an essential 
part of the scheme. Up to the present, very little 
has been done in the way of appoigting Works Committees 
in the various individual undertakings. It is not, of 
course, an indispensable eondition that Works Committees 
shall be formed, but it certainly seems advisable. Unless 
Works Committees are formed, it is difficult to see how the 
individnal workmen аге to be brought as directly and 
personally iuto contact with the Whitley scheme as is 


be lost, and the District Councils become merely courts of 
arbitration on wage disputes. 

Apropos of Works Committees and the scheme generally, 
interesting support is given to this in an article by Mr. 
J. А. R. Marriott in the Nineteenth Century. Mr. Marriott 
writes: “I closely investigated and cordially commended 
experiments in the establishment of Works Committees and 
Joint Councils before the Whitley Committee reported or 
Whitley Councils were heard of." He says further: “I 
would raise the status of labour to that of partner- 
ship wherever and whenever it is possible," and he 
agrees with Dr. Murray tbat those who work with their 
hands, like those who work with their brains, and those 
who work with their savings, are entitled to take part in the 
organisation and direction of the industry, and to have a 
voice in determining the conditions under which their 
co-operation shall be given and continued.” The opinion 
of Mr. Marriott is valuable since apart from being Member 
for Oxford (in which róle he did valiant work in connection 
with the Electricity Supply Act), and a writer of authority 
on industrial and social history, he can also speak as one in 
direct practical touch with industrial problems. [cssikly, 
therefore, his words may be of value in reinforcing tue 
convictions of those in the industry who are still somewhat 
tepid in their enthusiasm on this subject. 


ONE of the results of the war has been 


Bale to retard the work of constructing the 
Construction in , ; ; p Р 
Berlin. high-specd electric railway in Berlin, 


known as the A.E.G.-Schnellbabn, which 
was commenced in the former period of peace. The com- 
pany, which was constituted by the A.E.G., recently 
informed the City of Berlin and the Union of Berlin locat 
authorities that owing to the economic revolution, the ccm- 
pany was no longer able {о continue the building of the rai - 
way on the conditions and financial presumptions which 
were fixed before the war. The local authorities, however, 
insist проп the work being continued, and legal acticn in 
the matter is proceeding. It appears that the ordi: ary 
shares, amountiug to 20,000,000 marks, are held chicfly by 
the A.E.G. group; the preference shares for 28,500,000 
marks are of the 44 per cent. class, but have a rate of 
interest of 5 per cent. guaranteed by the А.Е С. to 1923 
inclusive: and the service of the obligation loan of 
{8,500,000 marks has been undertaken by the City of 
Berlin, in respect of both interest and redemption. Under 
the circumstances, the preference shareholders, who solely 
possess a cumulative right to dividends after 1923, are now 
forming an association to protect their interests. 
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THE Austrian Association of Coal, Iron 
and Steel and Engineering Works, whose 
annual mecting was held recently, sub- 
mitted a report regarding the situation 
of these industries in 1919. In the case of the electrical 
industry the report states that no material changes took 
place as compared with the preceding year. Owing to the 
‘strangulation " of the works and the difficulties experienced 
in obtaining raw materials, it was impossible for the pro- 
duction to keep pace with the demand, particularly for 
export destinations, as foreign buyers gave preference to 
Austrian works in consequence of exchange being unfavour- 
able to the latter. It was found necessary further to 
increase sale prices, owing to the advances in wages and 
salaries and the cost of raw materials, but the export prices 
were still substantially lower than the former quotations for 
export.  'These circumstances explain why the financial 
results of the works have considerably declined, notwith- 
standing the more favourable possibilities for transacting 
business. It is added that the cable factories are well 
supplied with orders for the near future, but suffer from a 
scarcity of coal and other raw materials, Moreover, the 
metals available in the country are becoming more scanty, 
and it ia reckoned that importa from other countries will 


The Austrian 
Electrical 
Industry. 


have to take place soon, which wil] necessitate the payment 


of higher prices, 
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THE MANCHESTER-SALFORD BULK SUPPLY. 


THE usefulness and the advantages of linking up two or 
more electricity supply undertakings cr areas as a means of 
mutual assistance, and for the purpose of utilising the plant 
available in the several districts in the best possible and 
most economical manner, are perhaps too well known to 
necessitate any further elaboration. But it will be remem- 
bered that such a policy has been adopted in Lancashire 
and elsewhere, undertakings being interconnected to work 
in parallel as occasion demands for the common good, and 
one of the most interesting interlinking schemes in the 
Manchester district is that, which we recently had the 
pany of inspecting, by which it is made possible for 

e Manchester Corporation to furnish the County Borough 
of Salford with an extra-high-tension supply of electricity in 
bulk up to 4,000 Kw., which may be increased to 10,000 Kw., 
as required. 

The existing county borough generating station at 
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Energy is transmitted through a three-core 0:15-sq. in 
cable, paper insulated, copper taped (12 copper tapes, each 
separately insulated), lead sheathed, single-wire armoured, 
and taped overall. It was manufactured by Messrs. 
Callender’s Cable and Oonstruction Co., Ltd., for a 
working pressure of 33, 000 volts, with the centre point 
earthed; the total length of cable is 5,780 yards, of 
which 3, 000 yards are in the Manchester area and the 
remainder in Salford. The cable was drawn into a 
6-in. earthenware pipe, steel tape being substituted for 
the wire armouring on those lengths which are laid 
direct. The straight joints are of a special type, enclosed 
in cast-iron boxes, the latter being made in two 
halves split transversely. The cast-iron boxes them- 
selves are placed in brick pite, covered with cast-iron 
plates or flag stones. The dividing boxes at the ends 
are of aluminium, and special seta of 33,000-volt 
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Fic. 1.—TRANSFORMER ROOM AT FREDERICK ROAD, SALFORD, SHOWING 33,000/6,600-VOLT TRANSFORMERS. 


Frederick: Road, Salford, like many others of its kind, 
gradually became too small to cope with the needs of the 
borough, and although. by scrapping the out-of-date original 
plant and substituting for it modern turbo-alternators, it 
was possible for a time to meet the demands made, eventual 
conditions necessitated an arrangement being entered into 
between Messrs. J. A. Robertson, borough electrical engi- 
neer, Salford, and S. L. Pearce, chief engineer and manager, 
Manchester, which resulted in the establishment of the 
„link described below, which at the time of our visit 
had been in regular operation for five months, and has 
given entire satisfaction, the amount of power transmitted 
varying from about 1,000 to 8,700 Kw. 

The bulk supply is delivered by means of an underground 
cable from the Moss Side sub-station of the Manchester 
Corporation to the Frederick Road power station of theCounty 
Borough of Salford. In the former sub-station the 6,600- 
volt supply is stepped up to 88,000 volts for transmis- 
sion, all the switching being done on the primary side, and 
at Frederick Road it is stepped down again before connection 
is made to the existing 6,600-volt bus-bers in the station, 


isolating switches were supplied. The cable, on comple- 
tion, was subjected to a direct-current pressure test at 
67,500 volta between conductors and between the conductors 
and earth. 

At the Moss Side sub-station, Manchester, two three- 
phase 3,000-K.v.a. transformers are installed. Fig. 1 
shows the transformer room at the Frederick Road station, 
Salford. The high-tension cable is brought in through a 
three-way dividing box and the isolating switches, shown . 
on the left-hand side of fig. 1, the connections to the 
step-down transformers being made by means of bare 
copper strip held by porcelain insulators. As will be seen, 
four oil-cooled transformers are installed, one being provided 
ав а spare; they were manufactured by the Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., and have a capacity of 
1,666 K. v. A. each, transforming from 33, 000 to 6,600 volts 
at a frequency of 50 cycles, both sides of the transformers being 
connected in delta, Spacing blocks separate the coils of 
the ваше winding, thus preventing movement, and by 
keeping the turns in direct contact. with the oil ensure 
efficient cooling, The problem of ingulation has received 
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special attention ; two hollow rectangles of laminated sheet- 
steel form the iron circuits. with which the coils are inter- 
linked to form, so to speak, three links of a -chaim 
Hardwood blocks separate the windings from the shell; 
the windings are held vertically against short circuit by an 
adjustable clamping device. Cee їз 

Fig. 4 shows part of the control board in the station- 
control room, the control panel for the incoming feeder 
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Fic. 2.—O0UTGOING CONNECTIONS AT 
MANCHESTER. 


krom Manchester being shown on the extreme left-hand 
side of the board. 
Fig. 2 shows the outgoing connections at Manchester; 


A is an auto switch, the three current transformers for which 
are situated at B, while four current transformers, two for - 


each watt-hour meter, are shown at C; D is one of the 
013 sq. in. cables from Stuart Street generating station to 
Moss Side sub-station. At E E are shown | 

the two three-phase delta-star connected 
transformers with neutral earthed with- 
out resistance on the 33,000-volt side. 
Switch a is operated by leakage and 
overload on the 6,600-volt side, and by 
the Ferranti field relay F, on the 33,000- 
volt outgoing cable to Salford. At Stuart 
Street power station reactances are in- 
serted between the sections of the bus- 
bars. 

Referring to fig. 8, which shows the 
incoming connections at Salford, the 
switch a is operated by leakage by means 
of relay F on the 6,600 or 83,000-volt 
side. The four 500/5-ampere current 
transformers G comprise one set of two 
each for each three-phase watt-hour 
meter, while the three 600/5-ampere ones 
at H are provided for the overload and 
leakage relays and instruments. The 
two single-phase 6,600/110-volt potential 
transformers at K supply the voltmeter, 
synchroscope, and watt-hour meters for 
this feeder: The four single-phase oil- 
coaled transformers shown in fig. 1 are 
located at L. are: 

The transformers on the 6,600-volt 
side of. the system are connected through a three-way con- 
necting box, and by means of a three-core cable to a panel 
on the existing high-tension bus-bars in the switch-gallery. 

From the diagrams it will be seen that on two of the phases 
potential transformers are fitted, and on each phase there is 
a switch and a fuse, together with current transformers for 
the watt-hour meters, instruments, and protective gear. 
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Fig. 3.—INCOMING CONNECTIONS AT 
SALFOBD, 


The switchgear, which was supplied by the Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd., is housed in concrete cells, and 


is of- the firm's usual design for this class of work. At the 


top of the panel self-contained cells are placed, through 
which the bus-bars pass, forming part of the general high- 
tension switchgear of the station. The main switch, fitted 
with closing and tripping coils, is of the Metropolitan- Vickers 
“H” pattern, and cannot be closed on short-circuit, 
it being fitted with ** loose handle" gear. 
The switch is shown on the extreme 
right-hand side of fig. 5, page 357. 
The switchgear is operated by means of 
direct current at 230 volts from the 
control board, fig. 4, in the generating 
station. When in the off position the 
isolating switches are earthed through 
an earthing bus-bar, which, similarly to 
the others, runs the whole length of the 
board. 

The energy taken at peak-load periods 
is registered by two watt-hour meters in 
series, in conjunction with two Venner 
time switches, which cut in or out the 
muximum demand attachment of the 
* peak-load " or “ off-peak load ” meter 
as required, in accordance with the 
system of charging. The control panel, 
fig. 4, is provided with a contro! switch 
which is capable of being placed in the 
closed, open, or neutral positions. The 
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Үй closing contact of the control switch ів 


fitted with a blow-out coil, and on ac- 

count of the large current involved, it 
; does not directly operate the closing 
coil of the main switch, fig. 5, but 
energises an intermediate coil, which 
in turn energises the closing coil. In 
case of a breakdown on the 33,000- 
volt side, additional protection is afforded by a Ferranti field 
relay. A leakage relay, combining all three secondary 
currents in one coil on the 6,600-volt side, is provided, 
as well as a Metropolitan-Vickers overload relay on each 


of two phases. 


In conclusion, our thanks are due to Mr. J. A. Robertson, 
borough electrical engineer, Salford, and to Mr. S. L. 
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FIG. 4.—INcoMING CONTROL PANEL AT FREDERICK ROAD STATION. 


Pearce, chief engineer and manager, Manchester, for 
permission to visit their respective stations and to publish 
the details set out above. 

We are also indebted to Mr. J. Williams, technical 
assistant to Mr. Robertson, for kind assistance with the 
drawings and for conducting us over the works on the 
occasion of our visit to Salford. 
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THE MOTOR-BOAT EXHIBITION. E 


Lovers of the sea and river found many attractions at 
the International Motor Boat and Marine and Station- 
&ry Engine Exhibition, promoted by the Society. of 
Motor. Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., in collabora- 
tion with the Ship and Boat Builders' Association, Ltd., 
and the British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers' 
Association, which was. inaugurated at Olympia, W., 
on Friday last and closes to-night. The river enthusiast 
was delighted by the excellent specimens of the boat- 
builders" art, from canoes to luxurious launches. In- 
ternal- combustion engines ranged in size from 2 K. P. to 
500 R. P., from the single-cylinder to the 18-cylindar 
class; in fact, the exhibition was a triumph for the in- 
ternal- combustion engine as applied to river and sea- 
going oraft. S | | 

Among the countries represented were Great Britain, 
France, Sweden, Denmark, and the U.S.A., and out of 
a total of 145 stands. about 40 were devoted either 
entirely or partly to electrical or allied exhibits., A 
noticeable feature was the large number of craft shown 
that were fitted throughout with electric lighting, both 
for interior and navigational lights. In this connec- 
tion there would seem to be considerable room for im- 
provement in the design and installation of such light- 
ing equipments, partieularly the wiring. 
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Кто. $.—MurRoPOLITAN-ViCKERS 6, 600-volr Оп, SWITCHES АТ 
SALFORD. 

| | (See р. 356.) | 

Another noteworthy point was that although a com- 
paratively large number of engines were fitted with 
electric self-starting equipment, magneto ignition was 
by far the more common practice, and. it seems difficult 
to.understand why this method of ignition is adopted in 
vessels that sre fitted throughout with electrio light- 
ing and electric self-starters. i | 


Messrs. SHort Bros. (ROCHESTER & BEDFORD), LTD., in ad- 
dition to other craft, exhibited an electrically-propelled canoe 
with ample accommodation for six persons. e canoe, illus- 
trated in fig. 1, the ideal craft for river work, was handsomely 
fitted, and capable of cruising at 4 knots at half poner for 
a period of 12 hours. It was single skin, carvel built in 
mahogany, its overall length being 24 ft. 10 in., beam over 
plank 4 ft. 6 in., depth amidships 2 ft., and draft 1 ft. The 
** Submersible.” 2.5-H. P., series-wound motor is reversible, 
and of the protected type, 70 volts, 650 m.P.M., 33 amps., one 
hour rating. The control is fitted in a convenient position 
at the stern of ше boat, and gives half is full speeds ab 
and astern. ‘The motor and accumulators are con 


he 


under the deck, the latter comprising 32 two-volt, 122-amp. 
Chloride Exide cells in ebonite cases. The main switch, 
which can be locked in the off position when the canoe is 
not in use, is of the double-pole, quick-break, ironclad type 
for 30 amps., and is fitted on a switchboard in the stern of 
the boat together with a voltmeter and two 30-amp. fuses are 
placed in the circuits. Steering is by means of a wheel con- 
veniently placed aft to a double balanced rudder, which pro- 
tects the brass propeller; the latter is driven by a 0,75-in. 
steel shaft through a ball bearing plummer block, a brass 
stuffing box and lignum "vitm bush. The electric lighting 
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Fie. 1.—ELECTRICALLY-PROPELLED CAN OE. 


installation consists of a port and a starboard lamp on hinged 
brackets, a head lamp on fixed brackets, and two plugs and 
switches for the lamps, operated from the lighting board 
fitted in the bows. | 

Messrs. NORTH & Sons, Іль., Watford, had on view a 
variety of 4 and 6-cylinder magnetos, also revolution indi- 
cators. 

Messrs. Brown Bros., Lrp., London, showed accessories 
which included accumulators, Brolt lighting and starting 
equipment, lamps, sparking plugs, distributors; н.т. and L.T. 
wires, switches, and ignition coils. | 

THE Ароио PLuG Mancracturina Co., Lro., Birmingham 
exhibited a selection of sparking plugs of various types and 
sizes, as well as a number of electric horns and warning 
signals. 

Messrs. Tuomas REID & Sons, Paisley, showed са , 
steering gear, and ап electric anchor windlass suitable for a 
yacht, with two independent cable lifters fitted with a cone 
friction brake. The hand g is single and double pur- 
chase; the motor is installed below deck, the control gear 
being operated from above deck.  Windlasses of this type 
are made in all sizes suitable for j-in. to l-in. cables. | 

Tur Ввгпвн Тномзом-Носѕтох Co., LrD., Coventry.—This 
exhibit comprised a selection of magnetas, including one type 
fitted with an impulse starter which will start the engine by 
turning the handle elowly instead of having to swing the 
engine. Component parts ehowing the method of manufac- 
ture and a complete range of Mazda lamp bulbs were also 
on view. | | | 

Tue Icranic ELEOrRIC Co., LTD., Bedford. exhibited a bat- 
tery-charging panel consisting of a standard iron frame with 
five.180-amp. charging units; a 30-amp. panel; a control drum 
for electrically-propelled boats; grid and carborundum types 
of Diesel engine ignition plugs; an automatic; switch for 
engine starting; electric heater units and soldering irons, and 
a variety of switches. | 55 i 

THE GARAGE Service Co., London, included in its selection 
of accessories electric drills and valve grinders. АИ 

Messrs. W. A. Gamage, Lap., London, also showed sparking 
plugs, lamps, and accessories. aM 

Messrs. BRUNTONS (Ѕсрвовү, 1919), Lrp., Suffolk.—This 
exhibit included а half-section model and a complete l-kw. 
self-contained ‘‘ Lalley Light” electric lighting set | 
by Studebaker, Ltd., which is auitable for ship and yacht 
lighting, as well as for country house use. | 

Messrs. EDISON AocuMULATORS, Lap., London, showed a 
range of nickel steel accumulators illustrating the different 
sizes and arrangement of cells in crates. Р 

Massrs. Lopag PLucs, ID., Rugby, besides types of spark- 
ing plugs, had working exhibits of complete coil ignition gear 
for large and small multi-cylinder engines. | 

Messrs. S. 8мттн & Sons (M. A.). Lrp., London.—This col- 
lection of accessories included rustless sparking plugs, electric 
telegraphs, magnetos made by the M.-L. Magneto Syndicate, 
Ltd., and electric lighting and: starting equipment. In the 
Smith constant current variable epeed dvnamo the, desired 
regulation is obtained by making use of the magnetic effect 
of the current circulating in the armature winding of the 
machine to alter the strength and direction of the main 
magnetic field of the dynamo. The dynamo output is thus 
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regulated by armature reaction, and the dynamo is said to 
possess inherent electrical regulation, since no complicated 
external regulating devices are required. The construction 
of the machine is very similar to that of an ordinary two-pole 
shunt-wound dynamo, but it 1s provided with four brushes, 
viz.: two main and two auxiliary brushes disposed equally 
round the commutator, the main brushes being connected to 
the auxiliary brushes half a pole pitch in advance through 
suitable resistances. It is by the particular disposition and 
interconnection of the brushes that the required distribution 
of current in the armuture winding at different speeds is 
obtained, which also greatly reduces the heating which occurs 
in the armature conductors. The current rises very rapidly 
when the dynamo commences to charge the battery, until 
the full output is attained; it then remains constant no matter 
how high the speed becomes. At speeds from 0 to 550 R.P.M., 
before the dynamo is connected to the battery, the current 
uradually rises. ‘The dynamo is then connected to the battery 
and commences to charge it, the current in the resistances 
then falling off to zero. A further increase in speed results 
in the current through the resistances reversing and gradually 
increasing until, when the dynamo reaches its full output, 
the current in the resistances is half of that value. The output 
can be adjusted within limits by rotating the four brushes, 
so that while they still remain equally spaced they occupy 
different positions with regard to the poles. This causes tha 
effect of the armature reaction on the magnetic field to vary. 
Moving the brushes in the direction of rotation of the arma- 
ture reduces arinature reaction and increases the value of the 
full output of the dynamo. Moving the brushes against the 
rotation of the armature increases the reaction and reduces 
the full output. Although the dynamo output is 10 amperes 
only two sections of the armature winding carry current. 
This means that the heating in the armature is only half 
what it would be in a dynamo of the ordinary type, and 
constitutes an advantage as the heating of the machine is 
much reduced, and the current output does not fall off to 
such a marked extent when the machine is hot after a run. 
The chief advantages claimed are: low cutting-in speed; 
rapid rise of current, with full output at a low speed; re 
duced heating; small drop in output when hot; light weight 
for а given output; extreme simplicity and reliability. 


Tae British LIdEHTIN G & IaNiTioN Co., LTD., Birminghan, 
showed a large range of H. T. magnetos for stationary and 
marine engines of all sizes, and an assortment of finished 
component parts for all the patterns shown. 


Messrs. VICKERS, I.tTv., London.—This exhibit of marine 
engines, launches, small tools, drop forgings, stampings, &c., 
included a Wolseley 6-cylinder, 1,000 R.p.M. engine, de- 
veloping 60 B.H.P. on petrol or 52 B.H.P. on paraftin, and fitted 
with an (Elma patent) electrically-operated reverse gear. 
This gear is of the enclosed bevel type, controlled by magnetic 
clutches, which are themselves controlled by switches auto- 
matically operated by the engine throttle lever. Thus the 
engine can be driven ahead or astern at any speed, or run 
slow in the neutral position by the mouvement of a single 
lever. In large installations deck control is claimed to be 
greatly facilitated, since wire connections only are required 
between controller and engine. The clutches operate at 
19 volts, which is obtained from a battery forming part of the 
standard electric starting and lighting system with which 
these engines are equipped. 


Tae British MARINE Motor & ILAUNcH Co., Lrp., Old Kil- 
patrick, near Glasgow.—A feature of the ship’s motor life- 
boat with accommodation for 34 persons, exhibited on this 
о was the installation of a Marconi wireless telegraph 
outht. 

Messrs. Norris, Henty X GARDNERS, LTD., Patricroft, near 
Manchester.—This show of crude oil engines included a 9-Kw. 
ship's emergency lighting set and a 0.5-kw. country house 
lighting set, which plant comprised a generator direct coupled 
to the oil engine. 

Tae Parsons Motor Co., Lrp., Southampton.—This exhibit 
included a 7-H.P. and a 60-H.P. engine and dynamo sets em- 
ploying the usual direct-coupled plant, a feature being the 
type of coupling which, whilst being positive, allows for axial 
movement of the armature. 

Messrs. Dixon Bros. & HvurcHiNsoN, Т1лъю., Woolston, 
Southampton, exhibited, amongst others, electric generator 
sets and a 4-cylinder model suitable for driving an electric 
welding generator. 

Messrs. Cox & KING, Wivenhoe, Essex, had on view а 
96-ft. standard ship's towing launch, built to B.O.T. require- 
nents, and fitted with a Gardner engine, the feature of the 
launch being the inclusion. of Marconi wireless telegraph 
equipment. 

Messrs. Јонх I. THorxycroert & Co., Lto., Southampton 
and Basingstoke.—This exhibit of marine engines included 
an electric power generating set, with a normal output of 
8 Kw., the pressure being 110 volts. and a ship's emergency 
lighting set, having a normal output of 25 Kw., or 80 Kw. 
maximum, at 750 n.P.M. These sets are built to B.O.T. and 
Lloyds’ requirements. and fulfil the conditions called for 
by the International Convention for the safety of life at sea. 


THE NarioNaL Gas ENGINE Co.. LTb.. Ashton-under-Lyne., 
exhibited four engines. one being of the 6-cylinder vertical 
type, suitable for burning petrol, oil, or town gas, and capable 


of developing 60 B.H.P. at 650 R.P.M. This type is specially 
constructed for driving dynamos. 

THE ASTER ENGINEERING Co. (1913), Ltp., Wembley.—These 
exhibits were presented on two stands. In the case of the 
larger stand the exhibits included a special portable eet com. 
prising a two-cylinder engine developing 16 B.H.P. at 1,000 
R.P.M., direct coupled to a suitable dynamo; the entire set 
being mounted on wheels and provided with a special canopy 
of sheet steel with hinged sides capable of being locked. The 
set is entirely self-contained, cooling being by means of a 
radiator, and the necessary switchyear 1s also fitted inside 
the lock-up case. A standard 15/16-kw. emergency ship light- - 
ing set to B.O.T. requirements, comprised a tour-cylinder 
engine developing 2S B.H.P. at 1,000 R.P.M., direct coupled to a 
suitable dynamo. ‘These sets can be supplied to run on petrol 
or parafiin, and are usually supplied for emergency purposes 
with radiator cooling, in which case the radiator is mounted 
over the flywheel, the coinplete set being entirely self-con- 
tained. The second stand was occupied by а light semi- 
uutomatic set, which is suitable for yacht or house lighting. 
In the case of yacht-lighting sets an enclosed battery 1s sup- 
phed in a teak or ebonite box, as required, and not the open 
type of battery as exhibited, the latter being supplied for 
country house work and simular purposes. 


MR. A. Picarp, London.—Besides a number of other acces- 
sories, two types of Paris-Rhone dynamotor were shown, as 
Pia as electric starters, generators for lighting, sirens, lamps, 
Messrs. JAMES PoLLock, Sons & Co., Lrp., London, repre- 
senting Messrs. J. & C. G. Bouinpers Co., Lrp., Stockholm, 
exhibited a number of engines, including a 2.5-Ew. direct- 
coupled electric lighting set. 'This model is made in various 
types, from 5 up to 320 B.H.P., being two-stroke, single-acting 
engines with hot-bulb ignition and crank-case compression 
working satisfactorily on paraflin, residue, heavy, or tar oils. 


Messrs. Jones, Burton & Co., LTD., Liverpool.—On this 
stand was shown a vertical petrol-paratiin engine, direct 
coupled to a 25-KW. dynamo, being self-contained for ship 
lighting purposes, and fitted with an extra large radiator 
for tropical climates. The firm also showed a '' Premier ' 
electric welding plant self-contained in a van body, alsu 
samples of work done, welded material and electrodes. Fre- 
quent demonstrations were made to illustrate the method of 
operation on various classes of work. 

THE AusTIN Motor Co., Lrb., Northfield, Birmingham, ex- 
hibited fully automatic house lighting plant, being selí-start- 
ing, regulating, and stopping. The plant was shown com- 
plete with battery and working on town gas. 

Messrs. F. S. Bennett, Ltp., London, exhibited the Ameri- 
can " Delco-Light electric lighting plant, which consists of 
an air-cooled, parafün-driven engine, direct coupled to а 
generator and a switchboard in one complete unit with an 
Exide suspended type glass Jar storage battery. 

Messrs. SiMMs Motor Units, Lrp., London, exhibited н.т. 
inagnetos, sparking plugs, and magnetic petrol gauges. 


THE NEW PELAPONE ENGINE CO., LTD., Leeds, showed a 
complete lighting plant, comprising an engine, dynamo, 
battery, und switchboard. The engine is etarted by pressing 
a button, and the current is self-regulating. When the battery 
is fully charged the engine is stopped automatically. 

Messks. Fyre, WILSON & Co., Glasgow, had on view several 
direct-coupled generating sets suitable for power or lighting 
purposes. 

THE TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING Co., LTD., London, ex- 
hibited a complete range of its well-known types of auto- 
шайс intercominunication telephones. The electrical energy 
lor the working exhibits was supplied by an adapted C. A. V. 
dynamotor, accumulators, and a power panel which was seen 
on the stand. 


\ 


I Electricity Workers’ Wages.—The Bradford Electricity 
Conunittee has reported to the War Wages Committee that 
the cable jointers (members of the Electrical Trades Union) 
in the electricity departinent have agreed to accept the rates 
fixed by the District Joint Industria] Council for the Electric 
Supply Industry as from the time agreed upon by that council, 
namely, payinents to be made as from the first payday after 
January Ist, 1920, and to be made payable in respect of the 
pay period for which payment is made on that day. The 
Electricity Committee recommends that the district rates when 
fixed by the Joint Industrial Council be ratified and adopted. 
The War Wages Committee has approved the recommendation, 
and also a recommendation from the Electricity Committee 
agreeing to the termination forthwith of the arrangement 
dated May, 1915, under which electrical fitters and wiremen 
were to be regarded as coming within the scope of the en- 
gineering trades awards, to the payment of such workers at 
the district rate of the electrical trades of 1s. 10d. per hour 
inclusive, and to future claims by such workers in the 
employ of the electricity department being met only through 
апу revision of rates made bv the District Joint. Industrial 
Council (No. 2 Area) for the Electricity Supply Industry. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or 
if considered 


A New British Motor, 


Messrs. MATTHEWS & Yates, LTD., of Swinton, Lancs., have 
recently placed upon the market the motor illustrated in fig. 1. 
This is a totally enclosed p.c. machine made in two sizes— 


Fic. 1.—FRACTIONAL Н.Р. MOTOR. 


1/6th and 1/8th H.P. The commutator is rendered easily 
accessible by means of an inspection cover. The motor is 
fitted with a double-ended shaft. 


A Silvertown Inert Cell. 


The inert cell manufactured by the INDIA RUBBER, GUTTA 
PERCHA & TELEGRAPH Works Co., LTD., is а very useful type 
of primary cell. It can be kept in stock for practically any 
length of time without deteriorating. To render the cell 
active, a cork in the top of a tube fitted in the body is re- 


Fia. 2.—SILVERTOWN INERT CELL. 


moved, and water poured in until it reaches the top. The 
ceil is then left for eight or ten hours, at the end of which 
period any free liquid is shaken out, the cork replaced, and 
the cell is ready for use. Each cell is fitted with two brass 
terminals. 

Organ Biowing Machinery. 


Fig. 3 illustrates a typical multi-stage centrifugal organ 
blower, as manufactured by the ROCKINGHAM ENGINEERING 


Fic. 3.—OrGAN BrLowiNa PLANT. 


Co., Beulah Road, Thornton Heath. This blower is con- 
structed of built-up diaphragms of cast iron and sheet steel 


improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
of sufficient interes, | 


casings, and can be designed to give any volume or pressure 
of air. motor driving the blower is direct-connected by 
means of a flexible coupling, and the two parts are fixed on 
one bedplate. The air 1s conveyed to the organ by means of 
a wind trunk, and the “үш сап be regulated by a roller 
pallet valve actuated from the organ reservoir. 


Lanterns for Street Lighting. 


THE British THOuSON- HOUSTON Co., LTD., Mazda House, 
77. Upper Thames Street, E.C.4, have recently published 
details of new designs for street lamps, three of whieh are 


“ Alabas.” “ Endura.” “ Efracta," 


; Via. 4.—WEATHER-PROOF [LANTERNS. 
here illustrated. These weather-proof lanterns are all designed 
for use with Mazda half-watt lamps. The reflectors аге 
of the vitreous enamelled type, and the globes are made of 
opal glase. | | 
A Dental X-ray Outfit. 


At the British Industries Fair, amongst the apparatus ex- 
hibited by Messrs. NEWTON & WRIGHT, Lro., of 72, Wigmore 
Street, London, W. I, was the Simplex dental unit, a 
complete eelf-rectifying piece of apparatus, designed in the 
first place for the use of the dental profession, but eminently 


REA ERES 


Fic. 5.—‘* SIMPLEX ’’ DENTAL X-RAY APPARATUS. 


suitable for all cases where a fixed output is required. It 
is constructed for use with the new Coolidge radiator pattern 
rectifying tube, and will work from any ordinary lighting 
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socket. There are practically no adjustments, and the out- 
put is a fixed amount. The base of the apparatus is a hollow 
aluminium casting forming both the tank for the high- 
pressure, oil-insulated transformer and the support for the 
whole installation. The tube stand is extremely rigid, though 
light, being made throughout of steel, and is provided with 
universal movements, mechanically controlled. The whole _ 
forms a compact and powerful little outfit, and is being pro- 
duced in considerable quantities. It is illustrated in fig. 5 
on p. 301. | 

Messrs. Newton & Wright's apparatus is supplied to the 
trade only, the firm taking the view that X-ray apparatus 
should be installed and maintained by utilising the services 
of local engineers. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after Б P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. C should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter cam be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in owr possession, 


The Einstein Theory. 


With reference to your comments on Mr. Hering's 
the theory of relativity, 
valid? 

A plane (two dimensions) figure moved in those two dimen- 
sions generates a plane figure. To obtain a volume (three 
dimensions) it must be moved in a third dimension. 

By analogy, a volume (three dimensions) generates a volume 
when moved about in three dimensions. To obtain a four- 
dimension figure we must move it in the fourth dimension. 

It is easy to move a solid without introducing the fourth 
dimension. We only have to refrain from uzing any hut the 
three dimensions of our world the space of experience. 


A. Hinderlich. 


letter on 
is not the following generalisation 


London, W. 
March 9th, 1920. 


Mr. Carl Hering points out in his letter of February 13th 
that since a line is generated by the movement of a point, a 
surface by the moveinent of a line, and a solid by the move- 
ment of a surface, it should follow logically that the move- 
ment of a solid generates something possessing four dimen- 
sions, the general law being that the movement of anything 
possessing » dimensions can generate something possessing 
n+l dimensions. But, as pointed out in vour editorial com- 
ment, a line can be moved without generating @ plane, and 
а plane can be moved without generating a solid, and herein 
would appear.to he the explanation. A point has no dimen- 
sions, and in order to generate a line it must move in one 
dimension, which may be called the first dimension. A line 
has this one, or first, dimension, and in order to generate a 
surface it must move in another, oe ees dimension—if 
it simply moves along its own length, in the first dimen- 
sion, it generates nothing. Бш a РУ can move in 
two ‘dimensions without generating a solid—to do this 1t must 
move in the third dimension. Hence, in order thut a solid 
шау generate something having four dimensions, it must 
move in the fourth dimension. Simple movement in three- 
dimensional space will generate nothing new. 

A. P. A. 


Paris, March 9th, 1920. 


'" QUOD, ERGO, ERAT TEMPUS? ” 


I thank you for inserting my note, but am sorry you mis- 
understood me. You seemed to be in doubt as to whether 
time is a dimension,“ and my object was to secure your help 
In petting rid of much metaphysical and. other. nonsense that 
has been talked ever since St. Augustine put his famous 
question, which he answered (?) himself thus: * 1 know, if 
you do not ask me.” As Alliston has said of him and manv 
teachers “ for that at bottom they confessedly know and 
understand nothing, 1s with certain parties a reason that we 
must accept the notions they have spun out of their heads.” 

Phrases in common use, such as '' a short space of time 
and " we have loads of time.“ show that people do not think 
clearly of what they are saving: and, without quibbling about 
mere words, I again invite vour kind attention to the idea 
of duration (or distance divided by velocity = time) which 
could never have occurred to anybody unless something 
moved! You шау be right in stating that time is associated 
with motion,’ but not with motion alone. 

W. H. M. 


March 13th, 1920. 


Radiators for Bathrooms. 


Tam interested in Mr. Nobbs’s letter re the glazed earthen- 
ware fires. These go a considerable way towards providing 
à satisfactory bathroom radiator, but I think the protection 
is not quite complete. For instance, the switches on a bath- 
room radiator should be very completely insulated, so that 
thev will be safe if operated by anyone with very wet hands. 

The elements should also be protected so that drops of 


water cannot fall on to the glowing wires. I think it is 
generally found that the elements are liable to be dud 
if water gets on them. It is also desirable that bathroom 
radiators should be wired with something better than ordinary 
flex; tough rubber insulated flex would probably be found 
satisfactory. 

Radiators. 


“March 15th, 1920. 


The Commercial Efficiency of Fuel. 


On reading your account of the discussion between the 
South Midland Centre of the Institution of Electrical En- 
gineers and the Midland Junior Gas Association in your last 
issue, we were struck by the fact that whereas quite a lot 
was said about fuel efficiency on both sides, very little indeed 
was said about the value of service rendered. 

For example, Dr. Walter declared that on account of cost 
of energy the use of electric furnuces would be confined to 
specialised industries and laboratorv work. As we are the 
largest mnanufacturers of electric furnaces for the heat treat- 
ment of steel, and as our furnaces are being very largely 
used for mass production as well as for Jobbing work, we 
venture to think that Dr. Walter has omitted certain impor- 
tant factors from his consideration. These may be sum- 
inarised as follows :— 

Cost of labour, which is nearly always greater than the 
cost of energy or fuel. 

Quality of work turned out. and avoidance of scrappage. 

The health and welfare of the operators. 

It is our general experience that when all these factors are 
taken into account, the balance in favour of doing it elec- 


trically ’’ is generally beyond criticisin. 
Automatic and Electric Furnaces, Ltd., 
P. BARFIELD, 
London, W.C. Managing Director. 


March ord, 1920. 


[We fully agree with our correspondent. The case for 
electricity was by no means adequately presented .—EDs. 
Etec. Rev.] 


Situations Vacant. 


I regret to see the prevalence of box numbers under this 
heading, and should, [ think, be doing some service if I, 
through your most excellent colunins, could put a stop to this 
ever-increasing practice. 

I notice for the last four weeks there have been more than 
50 per cent. over box numbers under the above, as follows :— 


February 20th.—88 vacancies, 47 box numbers. 
February 27th.—71 vacancies, 36 box numbers. 
March 5th.—91 vacancies, 54 box numbers. 
March 12th.—111 vacancies, 59 box numbers. 


Over 50 per cent in each case. 

I think it is grossly unfair to all concerned that employers 
should hide themselves behind such a screen. If еу are 
ashamed of their names, why advertise at all? Or is it be- 
cause they will only pay such miserable salaries. or wages 
that their names are so Well Known in the trade, as to require 
the inspector of nuisances around? Not only do I think it 
very unfair to prospective applicants, but to their brother 
employers, and I sincerely trust that in future this practice 
will be eliminated. If the advertisers cannot. refrain. from 
doing it, I hope the prospective applicant will completely 
ostracise such adverts., apd treat them with the contempt 
they merit. 


. pn Pro bono publico. 
March 13th, 1920. | | 


Sensitive Plants.—Sir Jagadis Bose delivered a striking 
lecture on Plant and Animal Response," with demonstra- 
tions of growth by the magnetic crescograph, at the Royal 
Society of Medicine last week. The crescograph 1s an instru- 
rent invented by Sir Jagadis Bose which magnities minute 
movements in the growth of plants so enormously that they 
can be observed and nieasured. The lecturer said that the 
activities which underlay life were imperceptible, but he had 
been suceessful in devising various instruments of extreme 
sensibility which recorded the twitching throb under a shock, 
the tune it took the plant to perceive it, and the rate of 
impulse at which the message was being sent along the con- 
ducting path of the plant; automatic records were also made 
of the living pulsation and the stupor that came under the 
action of narcotics, and a definite signal was obtained at the 
exact moment of death under vanous poisons. The investiga- 
tions thus rendered possible had demonstrated the unity of 
life-reactions in plant and animal. This similarity was so 
real that, after discovering certain phenomena in plants, he 
had been able to predict. tbeir occurrence, hitherto unsus- 
pected, in the animal. The unexpected revelations in the life 
of the plant had thus opened out new fields of inquiry in 
physiology, in agriculture, in medicine, and even in psycho- 
logy.—The Timea. 
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LEGAL. 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION CLAIM. 


AN explosion at the Marsh Lane, Bootle, electricity works in 
November last had a sequel at the Liverpool County Court 
on 12th inst., when George Sharpe (aged 20) claimed com- 
pensation from the Bootle Corporation for total disablement. 
The clanu was resisted on the ground that applicant had been 
guilty of serious misconduct by stuoking a cigarette in the 
electric battery premises. Sharpe called evidence showing 
that no notices were displayed on the premises forbidding 
smoking, and that it was à couunon occurrence. His Honour, 
Judge ‘Thomas, said that applicant's sinoking was dangerous, 
yet it did not amount to such dangerous and wilful miscon— 
duct as to deprive him of compensation. Аз hig disablement 
would cease on the 31st inst., he suggested that a lump sum 
might be agreed. The sum of £27 108. was agreed upon, and 
an award was given far that amount with costs. 


- — 


Dikect U.S. CAB. E CO., IAb., v. WESTEkN UNION TELEGRAPH 

Co., Lro. | 
In this case Mr. Justice Peterson, in the Chancery Division 
of the High Court on March 10th, delivered an important 
reserved Judgment bearing on the Courts Emergency Powers 
Act upon а contract between the two companies for the lease 
of a cable which it was sought to determine in consequence 
of an alleged breach of an obligation to repair and maintain 
continuity of cominumication, extending over а period ot 
18 months. 

His LokpsuHip said that this was un action under the Courts 
Emergency Powers Act for the purpose of obtaining a declara- 
tion that the defendants were not entitled to determine a 
lease of certain cables. The defendants had the right of 
working various trans-Atlantic cables, and in March, 1912, 
the plaintiffs leased to them one of their cables for a term of 
99 years at а rental which amounted to between 460, 000 and 
£70,000 per annum. The plaintiffs undertook an obligation to 
carry out repairs. The clause under which the undertaking 
was given provided that they should at their own cost main- 
tain the Direct Coinpany's cable in proper working condition, 
and renew it as it became worn out or destroyed. Then it 
was provided that in the event of any interruption continuing 
for more than 12 months half of the rent should cease to be 
payable, and in the event of the interruption continuing for 
more than 18 calendar months the whole of the rent should 
cease to be payable until the cable was repaired and com- 
munication restored. lt was further próvided that in the 
event of such interruption it should be lawful for the Western 
Union Co. to give notice for the determination of the lease 
and to claim damages. On the interruption taking place ıt 
was notified in due course, but the cable was not repaired 
until after the expiration of 18 months, and the defendants 
accordingly gave notice to determine the lease, and the ques- 
tion now was whether the plaintiffs were, under the circum- 
stances, entitled to relief. A break occurred in 1918, and it 
was proved that deep-sea repairs could not be executed during 
the winter mouths, which rendered it impossible to remedy 
breaks which had occurred in 1917-18. In October, 1917, the 
plaintiffs made inquiries of the owners of a repairing vessel, 
but they were not prepared to make an agreement so far 
ahead. [n 1918 there was a meeting with the Admiralty for 
the purpose of arranging for the repairs, and the Admiralty 
suggested a programme by which all the cables should be 
put into operation before Noveinber, 1918. : 

His Lordship referred in detail to the negotiations which 
had taken place with the Government for the purpose of gettin. 
the cables repaired, the steps which had been taken by the 
defendant company with that object, and the ditliculties ex- 
perienced in getting repair ships owing to the action of sub- 
luarines. Continuing, his Lordship said that the plaintiffs’ 
first contention was that the case came within Section 2 of 
the Courts Emergency Powers Act, 1917, which limited the 
carrying out of any contract. ‘The lease in this case was no 
doubt a contract of continuitv within the section, and it was 
arzued that.the plaintiffs were bound to repair the Eastern 
break. It was not suggested that they did not make the 
repairs with all possible dispatch, but the circumstances were 
such as prevented the completion of the repairs within the 
l5 months. It was said that the Admiralty orders restricted 
the repairs, and their failure to allow the repair ship to do 
the work was the cause of the cable not being repaired. De- 
endants contended on the true construction of the clause the 
only breach would be if the plaintiffs did not use all dispatch 
їй carrying out the repairs after having received notice. He 
did not find it necessary to determine this question, and would 
asume that the plaintiffs’ construction of the clause was 
correct, and that they were under obligation to repair the 
Eastern break. It was said that the decision of the Admiralty 
waa an interference with private rights, but it was not an 
interference for the representatives of the Adroiralty to decide 
that another cable should be repaired before the plaintiffs’ 
1 5 Thal was not an interference with the private rights 
à Property, nor could the orders of the Admiralty given for 

ze Salety of the -vessels be so considered. The orders were 

Wen for the purpose of assisting plaintiffs to repair the cable, 


not to restrict. In his view the decision of the Admiralty at 
the meeting in February, 1915, could not properly be described 
as an interference with the navigation of the repairing ship. 
lt was necessary for the plaintiffs to show that failure to 
repair Was attributable to the Admiralty orders, but it could 
not be said that the orders were responsible tor the failure to 
repair, The order was made for the purpose of assisting, and 
not restricting, repairs. He was not satisfied that the failure 
to repair could be properly attributable to the decision of the 
Adiniralty. The shortage of ordinary merchant ships must 
be disregarded, as the ships required were cable ships, and 
there was no evidence that cable ships were diverted to other 
purposes, and he could not-«say that there was a shortage of 
cable ships or that the damage to the cables or the insuffi- 
cieney of cable ships was attributable to the war. It was con- 
tended that there was a shortage of cable ships because one 
of the cable ships had been taken for the repairs of a German 
cable which the British Governinent had taken possession of, 
and it was argued that that was the result of the war, but 
that contention had not been established. In his opinion the 
plaintiffs’ claim to relief under section 1 failed. Another 
section upon which plaintiffs relied was that which provided 
for a case in which a contract could not be enforced without 
inflicting serious hardsbip upon one of the parties to it; but 
in his opinion that also failed. Therefore the plaintiffs’ 
application on the whole failed, and it would be dismissed 
with costs. 

On the application of Mr. Mark Romer, K.C., a stay of 
execution was granted in view of appeal. 


CARPENTER v. JONES. 


In the Lord Mayor’s Court on Monday, before the Recorder, 
a claim was made by Mr. Charles A. Carpenter, electrical 
engineer, 4 and 5, Masons Avenue, Basinghall Street, E. C., 
against Mr. J. R. Jones, secretary of the Metropolitan 
Division of the National Council for Demobilised Soldiers and 
Sailors, 11, Great Turnstile, Holborn, for £11 5s. for electrical 
work done. 

Mr. Potter was counsel for the plaintiff and Mr. Waldo R. 
Briggs for the defendant. 

The plaintiff's case was that in August of last year he was 
employed by the landlord of the premises, 11, Great Turnstile, 
to do certain electrical work. While his workmen were en- 
gaged on the work the defendant requested the plaintiff’s 
foreman to fix two heater plugs for him at places he indi- 
cated. The work was proceeded with for some time, and 
after a certain amount of progress had been made the defen- 
dant said he must have an estimate for the work. This was 
given at the price of £11 5s. The defendant then said that 
the figure was too high, and he could not allow the work to 
proceed. The plaintiff then called and saw the defendant 
and made an offer to take out the material that had been 
put into the job and so cut his loss. The defendant, however, 
said that as the work had proceeded go far it had better be 
proceeded with, and he would do what he could to get the 
committee to pass the account. The job was completed and 
the bill sent in for the amount now sued for. Although 
repeated applications had been made for payment, the plaintiff 
had been informed that the matter would receive attention, 
but no payment was made. 

The defendant, in his evidence, said the plaintiff's workmen 
were employed on the premises carrying out electrical work 
for the landlord. He was thinking of having electric radiatora 
fitted up in the place of coal fires, and he thought, not know- 
ing much about electricity, that a wire could be run from 
the existing installation to suit his purpose. He asked for an 
idea of what it would cost. No order was given to do the 
work until he had received the estimate. He found that the 
work had proceeded before he was told the price and he 
stopped the work. Afterwards, when the price wag given, he 
found the job would cost 1nore than he had power to expend. 

The Recorder found in favour of the plaintiff, for whom 
judgment was entered with costs. 


Loud - Speaking Telephones,— Ап interesting demon- 
stration of loud-speaking telephones took place at the North 
Woolwich works of the Western Electric Co., Ltd., recently 
at which we were privileged to be present. These telephones 
comprise @ specially sensitive transmitter similar in size and 
shape to those used for ordinary telephony, & three-stage 
valve amplifying outfit, and а number of specially designed 
loud-speaking receivers. The amplification comprises three 
stages, the first and second consisting of one and two valves 
respectively are voltage amplifiers, and the third stage con- 
sisting of а number of valves (according to the number of 
receivers) amplifies the power. The valves used were 205 В, 
three-electrode, Western Electric tvpe, and the loud-speaking 
receivers, which were placed in the open, were fitted with 
horns similar to those used on gramophones. The demonstra- 
tion consisted in both male and female voices reading, a 
pianoforte solo, and gramophone records. Т6 was quite sue- 
cessful, the claim of the makers that the articulation wag 
perfectly clear, being amply justified. 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


The Easter Holldays.— The issue of the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW for April 2nd (Good Friday) will be published on 
Wednesday, March 318. It will be necessary, therefore, that all 
matter for our editorial pages should reach us two days earlier than 
usual. 

New copy for, and alterations to existing, displayed advertisements 
should be received not later than Thursday morning, March 25th. 
Official notices and small prepaid advertisements can be received 
up to 5 p.m. on Monday, March 29th. 


Machine Too! Trades Assoclatlon.— This Association now 
has 145 members. 
Olympia 1920 Exhibition (September 4th to 25th) has been let to 
200 exhibitors. The attendance is expected to be much in excess 
of that of 1912. The next exhibition thereafter is to be in 1923. 
The Association will take possession of more commodious offices at 
70, Victoria Street, S. W., in April. The annual dinner was held on 
March 10th at the Connaught Rooms, Sir Alfred Herbert presiding. 


A Palestine Inqulry.— The D.O.T. has received an 
inquiry from & firm in Haifa, Palestine, asking to be put in touch 
with manufacturers in the United Kingdom of electric pocket 
lamp torches and batteries of every description with the object of 
representing them in the Palestine market. They ask for price 
lista and samples ; British manufacturers can obtain the name and 
address and information as to their financial standing upon appli- 
eation to the D.O.T., 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 


Rotary Snap Switches,— Rotary snap switches аге 
practically indispensable in the control of heating and cooking 
apparatus, owing to the relatively large currents to be controlled, 
and the need for various degrees of heat control, for which the 
ordinary tumbler type is unsuitable. The General Electric Co., 
Ltd., have accepted the sole agency in this country for the well- 
known H. & H.“ Hart rotary snap switches, and other specialities 
produced by the Hart & Hegeman Manufacturing Co., of Hartford. 
Conn., U.S.A. Representative stocks will be held by the G.E.C. at 
their various branches throughout the country. А descriptive 
catalogue is in course of preparation. 


London County Council Committees.— The General 
Purposes Committee of the LC.C. recommends the following 
appointments to the Highways, and the Stores and Contracts Com- 
mittees :— 

Highways Committee :—Major P. Dawson, Mr. J. M. Gatti, Mr. H. A. Glan- 
ville, Lieut. H. H. Gordon, Mr. J. H. Harley, Mr. D. Hazel, Mr. G. H. Hume, 
Lieut.-Col. A. С.Н. Kennard, Mr. 8. Marsh, Lieut.-Col. E. W. Morrison- Bell, 
Lieut.-Commander A. C. Rawson, Mr. A. H. Scott, Mr. J. Speakman, Mr. W. J. 
Squires, Mr. R. G. Taylor, Mr. H. Ward, Brig.-General W. W. Warner (and 
one vacancy). : 

Stores and Contracts Committee: Capt. A. О, Goodrich, Mr. W. Hunt, 
Mr. W. C. Johnson, Rev. J. C. Morris, Major І. Salmon, Mr. C. E. Taylor, and 
one vacancy to be appointed by the Council; also one representative to be 
elected by each of the Asylums and Mental Deficiency, Education, Fire 
Brigade, Highways, Main Drainage, and Park and Small Holdings and 
Allotments Committees. 


Lead.— MESSRS. 
13th) :— 


There has been a large quantity of Government lead available on the market 
this week. It has heen difficult to get consumers to take it all up. und some of 
the metal has presumably gone into store. Further quantities will be avail- 
able during the next few weeks, so that consumers are more than amply 
supplied. . . Bome interested parties are prognosticating a famine in 
lead when the Government stocks are cleared. We, however, fail to see such 
a contingency, It may take another six months to clear out the Governinent 
stocks, by that tirne the Broken Hill strike may be settled, and the American 
Exchange will then be in a very different stage to whatit is at present. 
Furtherinore, we are now receiving soft lead from Burinah, and this will 
probably come forward regularly, so that in three to six months’ time we тау, 
perhaps, have a larger supply than at present. The eourse of the 
market at present is more than ever dependent on the action of speculators. 
So long as they continue to support prices the market ean no doubt be main- 
tained, but should they withdraw their support, a serious slump in price is not 
by any means unlikely. 


MESSRS. JAMES FORSTER & CO. report :— 


The turnover for the week is approximately 10,009 tons, and consumers have 
bought heavily for both prompt and forward, there being experienced a 
specially urgent demand for immediate delivery of the best brands, some con- 
sumers in the London district having been brought to almost a standstill 
through delays in delivery of suitable lead, American not being good enough 
for certain important trades. 

The reaction on March 11th may have been due to rumours of a possible 
early resuinption of work at Broken Hill, which was mentioned in the Press 
yesterday, but nothing is known of anything of the kind in responsible quarters. 
The reaction is more likely due to declarations of the Government lead from 
Liverpool, and to a good line from America sold in January, now about due, 
and declared on the market on Thursday: but there is no evident pressure of 
even this on the market, If the Broken Hill strike were to finish this 
month, we could not expect new production here till about October. 


French Electrical Companies. — With the style of 
L'Electricité Appliquée, has been formed at 103-5, Rue St. Lazare, 
Paris, & company, with 350,000 fr. capital, for the carrying out of 
electric installations of all kinds. 

Messrs. Reynes. Renaud et Cie. have been constituted a company 
at Paris (12, Rue Monceau), with a capital of 1.700.000 fr., for the 
undertaking of public and private installations, electrical, 
mechanical, and othcrwise. 

The Société Anonyma Ansot has been formed at Paris (77. Rue 
de Marac), with a capital of 500,000 fr., for the acquisition, iustal- 
lation, repair. and manufacture of all kinds of electric station plant. 

There has been formed at Paris (94. Rue St. Lazare) the Socicté 
H ydro-électrique du Sud-Est, with a capital of 2,000,000 f., for the 
generation and distribution of electricity in the south-eastern 
suburbs of Paris, 


G. CawsoN & Co. report (March 


Practically the whole of the space for the. 


L.C.C. Contracts.— The Stores and Contracts Committee 
recommends, owing to the large inorease in the number of tenders 
and quotations received in consequence of the purchase of specific 
quantities of goods required instead of their purchase under 
running contracts, that it be authorised to open from April lst, 
1920, until March 31st, 1921, all tenders received for the supply of 
stores and maintenance works included in the order of reference 
to the Committee. The General Purposes Committee concurs in 
this proposal. 


German Aluminium Prices.— According to a German 
paper quoted in the Zconomic Review, a price investigation office 
for the aluminium goods industry has been established with head- 
quarters at Hagan, in Westphalia. The chief function of this 
office is to prevent the goods in question from being sold at ruinous 
prices abroad. 


Cost of Petrol.— Ihe Automobile Association and Motor 
Union is promoting a petition to the Prime Minister urging that 
the situation created by the increasing coet of petrol can only be 
relieved by the production of benzole and power alcohol in large 
quantities within the Empire under appropriate legislation, and 
calling for an International Conference on the subject. The matter 
is of great importance to everyone, in view of its bearing on road 
transport, and to the electrical industry in particular in connection 
with the use of small electric light and power sets, which is 
extending so rapidly. We therefore confidently commend the 
petition to our readers as worthy of their support. Forms can be 
obtained from the Fuels Department, Automobile Association. 
Fanum House, Whitcomb Street, W.C. 2. 


Whitley Conncils.— Delegates to the District Industrial 
Council (No. 7) for the East Midland area of electricity supply met at 
Nottingham last week, when the constitution of the body was 
approved and 12 representatives of employing interests and 12 
representatives of Trade Unions were elected to form the council. 
It was agreed that the sphere of operations should be South 
Derbyshire, including Clay Cross, Bakewell and Buxton, but 
excluding Glossop, New Mills and Chapel-en-le-Frith, which will 
be dealt with by the Manchester District Council; South Notts 
froma line drawn south of Mansfield ; South Lincolnshire and all 
of Leicestershire, Rutland and Northants, with the exception of 
Peterborough. Ald. E. Huntsman, chairman of the Nottingham 
Corporation Electricity Committee, was elected chairman for the 
ensuing year, and Mr. W. H. Gilkes, one of the employés’ represen- 
tatives, as vice-chairman. The constitution, which gives very wide 
powers regarding trade disputes, was adopted. the alternative pro- 
vided to settle matters locally in the event of failure to arrive at 
mutual agreements, being the reference of points in dispute to the 
National Joint Industrial Council. It was agreed that members 
should do their best to collect information for the use of the Council 
relative to conditions and wages in the area covered by the Council, 
and the next meeting was fixed for May 6th at Leiceater. 


Book Notices.—'* Modern Practice in the Construction 
and Maintenance of Rail Joints and Bonds in Electric Railways," 
Technologic Paper No. 62 of the U.S. Bureau of Standards (131 pp. 
and plates). Second edition. Washington : Government Printiug 
Ofice.— A lucid and well-illustrated treatise on the efficiency and 
life of many types of rail joints and bonds, dealing chiefly with 
the latter. 

* Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers,” Vol. LVIII, 
No. 288. February. 1920. London : E. & F. N. Spon. Ltd. Price 10s, éd. 
—This issue contains the following papers :—" Failures of Turbo- 
Generators | and Suggestions for Improvements,” by Mr. J. 
Shepherd: High- -Frequency Resistance of Wires зод Coils,’ by 
Prof. G. W. О. Howe; and “ Electricity in the Mining Industry,” by 
Messrs. D. M. W. Hutchison and W. J. Wayte. 

"Coal Mining and the Coal Miner.” By Н. F. Bulman. 
Pp. xii + 338; 22 illustrations. London: Methuen & Co. Price 
158. net. 

"Distribution of Energy in the Spectrum of an Acetylene 
Flame," Scientific Paper No. 362 of the U.S. Bureau of Standards 
(13 pp.). Washington: Government Printing Office. Price 5 cents. 

“Electricity : Ita Production and Application." By R. E. Neale. 
Pp. viii + 136; figs. 45. London: I. Pitman & Sons. Price 
2s. 6d. net. : 

Modern Illuminants and Illuminating Engineering." By L. H. 
Gaster and J. S. Dow. Second edition. Pp. xv + 490; 213 figs. 
London : I. Pitman & Sons. Price 218. net. 


Trade with Australla.—Mr. Fred. S. Lee, of a firra 
trading under that name as an importer of electrical appliances 
at 38, Market Street, Sydney, Australia, has arrived here by way of 
Japan and America. Mr. Lee, who is representing Messrs. 
Dorman & Smith in Australia, wishes to hear from electrical 
manufacturers desirous of disposing of their products in Australia 
and New Zealand. His temporary office is at 59, Mark Lane, 
London, E.C. 


Plant for Sale.—Manchester County Asylum has for 
disposal two Mather & Platt steam dynamo sets. St. James’ and 
Pall Mall Eleetrie Light Co., Ltd., have for disposal two Willans 
central-valve compound engines. ‘direct- -ooupled to two 310-KW. 
Siemens dynamos. Manchester Corporation Electricity Department 
invites offers for six Babcock & Wilcox land-type water-tube 
boilers. For particulars see our advertisement pages to-day. 
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"Trade Ánnouncements.—M xssns. E. E. ANDERSON & Oo., 
of 116, 8now Hill. Birmingham, have been appointed sole selling 
agents for that oity by Messrs. F. L. Mitchell & Co., Ltd., of 
Peckham, and they are exhibiting the latter's electrical and other 
scientific specialities at the National Trades Exhibition, Bingley 
Hall, Birmingham. Messrs. Mitchell have acquired premises in 
McDermott Road, Peckham, 8.E. 15, to deal with the inoreasing 
demand for Wireless receiving sets and the usual components for 
experimental wireless stations. 

Messrs. WALES BROS., who are electrical engineers for Messrs. 
Prior, Watson & Co. builders, at 3, Surbiton Park Terrace. 
Kingston-on-Thames, desire to receive electrical manufacturers’ 
catalogues, display cards, &o. 

Sia Isaac PITMAN & Sons, LTD., announce that all books 
formerly published by Messrs. Jas. Selwyn & Co., Ltd., of Essex 
Street, Strand. W. C., will in future be issued by themselves at 
1, Amen Corner, Е.С. Messrs. Selwyn's catalogue consisted chiefly 
of technical and scientific books, full particulars of which will be 
found in Messrs. Pitman's Spring List. 

Messrs. ALBERT LEE & Co., LTD. of London, have opened a 
branch at 5, Cross Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. 8. Gillitt. 


Catalogues and Lists.—TH& ELECTRICAL DEVELOP- 
MENT ASSOCIATION, Hampden House. 84, Kingeway, W. C. 2.— 
Leaflet entitled " Eye Strain or Eye Comfort," contrasting good 
and bad lighting. 

THE CONSOLIDATED ELECTRIC TOOL Co., LTD., Egyptian House, 
170. Piocadilly, W. 1.—Electrio tool catalogue. No. 10 E (45 pp.).— 
A list of portable and pneumatic tools, including various types of 
drille, grinding machines, spike drivers, &c. Profusely illustrated 
by photographa. 

SIMPLEX CONDUITS, LTD., Garrison Lane, Birmingham. Advance 
list No. 704.—This is the forerunner of a more complete list, and 
deals with various types of conduit and accessories, including 
switches, joint-boxes, &c. 

Messrs. F. & A. PARKINSON. LTD., Guiseley, Leeds.—Booklet 
(19 pp.) illustrating and describing multi-speed А.С. motors with 
details of tests, comparisons with standard types and wiring 
diagrams. 

FOSTER INSTRUMENT Co. Letchworth, Herta.—Book No. 23, 
" Radiation Pyrometry " (24 pp. and plates) dealing with the 
improved Foster fixed focus radiation pyrometer, which includes a 
new self-contained sighting device and ventilated receiving tube. 
This instrument was described in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, of 
January 30th (p. 137). 

CREDENDA CoNpurTS, Co. LTD., Chester Street, Aston. Bir- 
mingham.— An illustrated price list of Creda’ hot-plates and 
grills, apparatus of both plain and artistic design. 

Masses. F. L. MITCHELL & Co., LTD., 188, Rye Lane, Peckham, 
S.E., 15.— Advance list (four) of wireless apparatus. including con- 
densers, tuning coils, valves, &c., and also particulars of small gas 
and petrol engines, accumulators, dry cells and small electrical 
applisnoes. 

Messrs. MATTHEWS & YATES, LTD., Cyclone Works, Swinton, 
Manchester.— A 30-page booklet describing and illustrating humidi- 
fying, heating, cooling and ventilating plant, the main feature of 
which is its independence of the main drive. This is designed 
chiefly for textile factories, breweries, &c. 

“THE COVENTRY” REPETITION Co., of 47, Victoria Street, 
London, S.W., has issued a folder giving particulars of its facilities 
for intensive production of bolts and nuts, and other small parta. 


Socials and Reunions.— The subscribers to Gent & Co.’s 
Faraday Works, Leicester, War Fund entertained their returned 


men to a dinner and social evening at the Turkey Café. on 
Thursday, last week The dinner was presided over by Mr. Hardy 


Parsons. supported by Messrs. Waddington and Skinner. The ` 


chairman welcomed the returned men on behalf of their comrades 

at home. Messrs. Allen and Lilley responded. After the dinner 

d: augmented company enjoyed a very successful concert and 
ance. 

On Friday, March 12th, at Slaters' Restaurant, Cannon Street. a 
whist drive and concert were held for the entertainment of the 
B. T. H. Co.'s staff of Mazda House Mr. J. N. Stephens distributed 
the prizes and occupied the chair during the concert. 

Pope's Social and Entertainment Club. which has been formed 
by the employés of Messrs. Pope's Electric Lamp Co., Willesden, 
recently held a whist drive and dance at Leopold-road school. The 
company numbered bet ween 500 and 600. andthere was keen competi- 
tion for the whist-drive prizes presented by Mrs. Pope. The dance 
music was provided by the Imperial Syncopated Orchestra (con- 
9 5 Mr. T. Harold Brown), and Mr. Sidney Penny officiated 
as М.С, 


A French Amalgamation.—The shareholders in the 
Société Anonyme Westinghouse, at a recent extraordinary general 
meeting, approved a scheme of amalgamation with the Compagnie 
Electro-Mecanique, under which the latter will take over all the 
aasets and rights of the former company. The purchase price will 
be paid in the form of the allotment to the Westinghouse company 
of 20.000 fully-paid shares in the Electro-Mecanique in exchange 
for the former company’s shares, and the payment of a contract 
sum of 1,216,000 fr. at the end of June. 


Calendars. We have received а wall calendar, with 
monthly tear-off sheets, from the NATIONAL ENGINEERING SUPPLY 
Co.. of West, Bute Street. Cardiff. ! Е 

Так TANGENT Тоо Co. (Cosmos), LTD., of Keynsham, 


oo has issued a wall calendar, with a block of daily slipe, 


Philips’ Glow Lamp Works. The report of the directors 
of the N. V. Philips’ Gloeilampen Fabrieken, of Eindhoven, 
for 1919 first recalls the decision arrived at in December to 
increase the preference apn from 2,500,000 to 5,000,000 
florins, and the ordinary shares from 3,500,000 to 15,000,000 
florins. It was intended to create certificates for the prefer- 
ence shares, and every year place them at the disposal of 
the personnel at par ag a portion of the bonus, as had hitherto 
taken place. A portion of the new ordinary shares would 
be subscribed privately by the American group with which а 
community of interests had been concluded. It was desirable 
to bring the social capital and the actual capital more in 
harmony with each other by the capitalisation of a portion 
of the undisclosed reserves formed in the course of years; the 
balance of the working account, therefore, contained not 
only the results of the financial year 1919; but also a part 
of the reserves in question. It was therefore pro to 
distribute 100 per cent. of the dividend on the ordinary shares 
in certificates for ordinary shares, and 20 per cent. of the 
preference dividend in ordinary share certificates, whilst the 
balance of the dividend would be paid in cash. During the 
second half of 1919 the company concluded a community of 
interests with the International General Electric Co. and the 
General Electric Co., of Schenectady, U.8., which would par- 
ticipate in the Dutch company’s capital, whilst the proceeds 
from this transaction would be invested in ehares of the 
General Electric Co. In future there would be a mutual 
exchange of experience and patents. The company had 
acquired a portion of the new capital raised by the Edison 
Swan Electric Co., of London, and was otherwise interested 
in the latter’s glow lamp works, so that the company would 
occupy @ position in the English market which was protected 
by strong patente. | 

A large amount had been reserved in the balance sheet for 
1918 for the depreciation of stocks. This precautionary mea- 
sure seemed now to have been unnecessary, so that a portion 
of this amount came to the credit for 1919, whilst the market 
value of the stocks was considerably higher than that entered 
in the accounts. The sum of 1,000,000 florins reserved in 1918 
for extensions still appeared in the balance sheet, because 
the new buildings were not completed by the end of last 
year, and the amounts already expended were provisionally 
booked among debtors. The raw materials in the stores 
would again last for some time. As the coal supplies became 
more plentiful it was possible to start the third furnace at 
the glass factory in May, and the fourth in August, so that it 
was now possible to cover the company’s requirements in 
glass. The accounts for 1919 show that the gross profita 
amounted to 11,208,000 florins, as compared with 7,718,000 
florins in the preceding year, and the net profits to 8,974,000 
florins, as against 3,025,000 florins. It is proposed to pay & 
dividend at the rate of 151 per cent., this contrasting with 
40 per cent. in 1918. As an interim dividend of 11 per cent. 
has already been distributed for 1919, the final dividend :я 
140 per cent., of which 40 per cent. is to be paid in cash and 
100 per cent. by way of a bonus in the form of a certificate 
for an ordinary share. The dividend on the preference shares 
amounts to 35 per cent., as against 8 per cent.; and ав 7 per 
cent. has already been paid, the final distribution is 28 per 
cent., of which 8 per cent. will be paid in cash and 2 per 
cent. in two ordinary shares of 100 florins each. A large 
increase has also been made in the amount allowed to the 
profit participating shares, payable wholly in cash. 


Liverpool Lock-out Sequel.—Our correspondent writes: 
This week probably marks the end of the Liverpool elec- 
tricians’ lock-out, and the Electrical Trades Union having 
given & pledge that they would use their influence to get the 
men to accept any decision given by the conciliator who had 
been asked to adjudicate on a newly introduced controversial 
point, the position is extremely hopeful. At the conference 
which took place at Liverpool between the Electrical Trades 
Union and the National Federated Electrical Association, 
Mr. Tate, general secretary of the N.F.E.A., pointed out tbat 
the quarrel was not so much between the Liverpool N.F.E.A. 
and the E.T.U. as between the National Council of the 
N.F.E.A. and the E.T.U. The position, he said, wae that 
no local branch could make arrangements to alter conditions 
of labour without the consent of the sectional board, whose 
power, in turn, was subject to the National Council of the 
N.F.E.A. The Liverpool branch, therefore, were not in order 
in coming to an agreement with the Electrical Trades Union 
without first getting that agreement through the sectional 
board of the National Council. The employers' representatives 
asked whether the E.T.U. were prepared to consider amend- 
ments to the rules, and on behalf of the E.T.U. it was stated 
that they could discuss the rules provided it was clearly 
understood that such discussion was without prejudice to the 
general contention that the whole of the rules should come 
into operation. The rules were then considered seriatim, 
and several amendments were proposed. At this stage, how- 
ever, the E.T.U. introduced a new issue, and their spokesman 
drew attention to the fact that the wages in the London area 
had been agreed on at 9s, 3d. per hour. Electrical Trades 
Union members now asked for the same rate of pay, and their 
committee would not consider the employers’ amendments 
unless the employers' attitude on the wages question had 
been made clear. Mr. Tate made the suggestion that alterna- 
tively to paying 2s. 3d. per hour and no walking time, the 
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Whole of the rules be scrapped and they start afrésh. They 
gould hof settle the matter then, as it would have to go before 
the National Council. At a eubsequent meeting of the con- 
ference, Mr. Tate said that they were prepared to recommend 
that the Liverpool branch be put in the same wages position 
with regard to London as it was before the war. Eventually, 
however, the following memorandum was agreed upon: (1) 
That this conference recommends that the previous wages 
disparity between the Mersey district and the London district 
be proportionately maintained; (2) the union representatives 
claim that this should be ascertained on an hourly basis. ‘The 
employers claim that it should be calculated and ascertained 
on the basis of normal weekly earnings; (3) for the purposes 
of calculating the disparity the union's representatives sug- 
gest either of two periods: (a) the agreed rate for the period 
covering August, 1914, (b) the revised rate arranged under 
the 47 hours agreement of January 29th, 1919. The employers 
suggest perlod (a). It was agreed to subinit these mattere 
$o conciliation, and that the decision be known before the 
men resume work. A no victimisation clause has been carried, 
and во far as possible, when work is resumed, employers’ 
representatives will start all the men they possibly can. The 
award of the arbitrator is not known at the time of writing.“ 


Non-Ferrous Metals.—The following particulars are 
published of the stocks (exclusive of old metal and scrap) u 
this country of soft pig lead and refined spelter in the pos- 
eession of the Minister of Munitions on March Ist, 1920: 
Soft pig lead, 40,435 tons; refined spelter, 7,299 tons. 
A proportion of the above stocks is already sold to the trade 
for forward delivery. Since the stock of virgin non-ferrous 
metals unsold under the control of the Government have now 
reached such proportions that they cease to be an important 
factor in the general stocks of such metals held in the United 
N it is proposed to discontinue publication of these 
notices. ý bs 


Labour: Its Ontput and Reward.— Lecturing on March 
9th in the Departmert of Industrial Administration of the 
Manchester College of, Technology, Mr. Percy J. Pybus, 
C.B.E., one of the managing directors of the English Elec- 
tric Co., said that increased production was a cry with which 
they were all familiar. They bad heard it from the lips of 
politicians and financiers, from the Press, and from the leaders 
of organised labour, and though, like every other truth which 
attained wide popular currency, the doctrine was in some 
danger of being twisted and misused until it became no more 
than a half-truth, it was most, vital. 

Reviewing the objections of the trade unions to increasing 
output, the lecturer said that it was a doctrine which was 
repudiated by many trade unionists, and by almost all the 
responsible labour leaders, but it was impossible to contest 
the extent of it3 influence on the rank and file. It had its 
origin in the dread of unemployment. 

The group-bonus system, Mr. Pybus continued, was radi- 
cally unsound, and its adoption as a solution to our present 
troubles would only intensify them. The relative popularity 
with the engineering unions of systems such as the Priestman 
bonus system in itself excited suspicion. The support given 
by district branches of those unions was consistent neither 
with their declared objections to payment by results nor with 
the advocacy of many of their leaders of idleness as a political 
principle. From the point of view of the men such systems 
represented money for nothing." The good worker shared 
the result of his exertions with his colleagues while the slacker 
distributed the results of his idleness over the shop. Rate- 
fixing was difficult, and in the last resort many of the calcula- 
tions must be purely arbitrary. The employer could have 
no assurance that he was in fact obtaining increased output 
from his increased wages, and if the apparent increase was 
excessive he had every facility for cutting rates. The work- 
men could always defend themselves from the charge that 
the output was not increasing by saying there was a defect 
in the calculation of the standard. | 

Mr. Pybus said, however, that he was emphatically of 
opinion that it was possible to overcome the legitimate objec- 
tions of labour to other and older methods of payment by 
results, on the one condition that proper machinery was 
provided for fixing piece-rates, and for reviewing them at 
the request of either party. ‚ 

The first step was to make rate-fixing scientific. It called 
for special training and for a human manner, but the most 
efficient and courteous of rate-fixers sometimes made mistakes, 
and the machinery must provide a quick and easy method of 
appeal. He then briefly outlined a scheme which was success- 
fully working in a modern factory, and said the reason for 
its success lay in the fact that the whole question of rate- 
fixing was brought into the light of day and revealed its 
true character as an open bargain between the workmen and 
the emplover. A rate was fixed for a new job and offered 
to the man concerned. Не was at liberty, if he questioned 16, 
to go to the time study office and work through the calcula- 
tions with the responsible official. If still unconvinced he 
cauld refer to a committee, which had to meet within two 
davs of the complaint. Pending its meeting the firm's rate 
was given effect, and the decision of the committee. when 
given. was retrospective, and no figure as to the time taken 
on the job between the fixing of the rate and the meeting 
of the cammittee was taken as evidence before the committee. 
That body consisted of three representatives of the firm and 


three of the men, one of whom was the workman сопоегцей, 
and the other two were selected by him as being on similar 
work. If the cominittee failed to agree, the firm was called 
upon to demonstrate in its own works that the rate was fair. 
It was open to the firm to use the machinery for reviewing 
a rate which they thought too high, but any reduction was 
compensated by an equivalent addition to the rate for sume 
other job less favourable to the men. | 


Liquidations. — F. Ноѕвлмр, LTD., electrical engineers 
and manufacturers, Craven House, Kingsway, W.C.—A 
largely attended meeting of creditors was held last week, at 
the Cannon Street Hotel. It was stated that the shareholders 
of the company had previously passed resolutions in favour 
of voluntary liquidation, and had appointed Mr. H. S. Farries, 
of 8, Laurence Pountney Hill, E.C., as liquidator. 

It was etated by the liquidator that the company was 
forined in July, 1915, for the purpose of carrying on the 
business of electrical engineers. The present adverse position 
had been brought about by the lighting restrictions and 
other causes. Ihe company had a share capital of 41, C00. 
Shares to the extent of £500 were issued for cash, and the 
balance of the capital was allotted for the goodwjl and 
certain patents which were secured. Subsequently further 
capital was found for the business. The idea was that the 
money so found should be for shares, which would be issued 
as soon as the necessary legal formalities were completed. 
Those legal formalities had, however, never been completed, 
and no further shares had been issued. During the year to 
July, 1916, а sum of £597 was put in by Mr. Husband and 
his friends, while in the twelve months to July, 1918, a 
further £330 was found for the business. Between July, 1918, 
and January 3rd, 1919, sums aggregating £1,330 were put 
into the concern. That made a total of £2,257. In the ab- 
sence of any shares having been allotted those amounts 
appeared as advances, but it was always intended that the 
money should be for shares. The money had been regarded 
as part of the capital of the company, and those who had 
advanced it had no right to withdraw it.. 

Mr. OsBoRNE: Was it treated as a loan to the business? 

The LiquIDATOR: No, it was treated as capital. 

A CREDITOR: Do you treat it as capital to-day? | 

The LiQUiDaTOR: Yes. He went on to say that all the 
£2,257 had been lost. The company had two overdrafts at 
the bank which totalled £1,697. The bank had been secured 
by the deposit of securities, and a claim would have to be 
made against the company in that respect. The assets of 
the company were estimated to realise 43, 133, from which 
had to be deducted £81 for preferential claims, leaving net 
assets of £3,052. The latter asset was subject to the claims 
of the debenture holders which amounted to £2,428. The 
assets consisted of stock £2,500, book debts estimated to 
realise £250, furniture valued at £300, and cash in hand £32. 
The liabilities to creditors aggregated £3,346. With regard 
to the stock, it had been taken in detail. Some little time 
аро a verbal offer was made for the stock, the figure then 
mentioned being £2,500. He had only estimated the book 
debts at £250, as many customers had returned goods for 
which no credits appeared in the books. No value had been 
placed on the goodwill. Owing to the liquidation the licence 
of the company to manufacture and sell the Husband °’ 
fire had terminated. As the rights in that direction had 
gone he did not think there could be much value in the 
goodwill of the company. 

Mr. P. HousrouN: Who is the owner of the patents? 

The J.rgutpator: The licence is granted to the company оу 
manufacture and sell the fires. Under the terms of the 
licence immediately liquidation took place the owners had the 
ripht to terminate the licence. The gentleman who granted 
the licence had nothing to do with the company. He went 
on to sav that the debenture was created in June of last yeaz 
for £3.000, and carried interest at the rate of 7 per cent. 
per annum. | 

In answer to questions, the liquidator stated that by order 
of the Court he was appointed receiver for the debenture 
holders on February 20th last. His firm had also been the 
auditors of the company. An approximate balance sheet was 
prepared as at December 315% last, and that showed the com- 
pany to be insolvent. 

Mr. HousTOUN said he understood that the company was 
formed under Table A." which definitely stated that deben- 
tures in a company could not exceed the amount of the share 
capital. 

The LiguipiTor replied that the company was formed 
under а modified form of Table А.” and there was A 
special clause in the articles of association which referred 
to the issue of debenturese. |. | | E 

Several creditors expressed dissatisfaction at the position 
disclosed, and after a short discussion 16 was unanimously 
resolved that an application should be made to the Court for 
the appointment of Mr. W. Osborne, of Messrs. Corfield and 
Cripswell, Balfour House, Finsbury Pavement, E.C.. as the 
liquidator of the company. A committee of inspection was 
also nominated consisting of Mr. J. Scriven (*Z" Electrical 
Co.). Mr. E. Heath (Messrs. Heath. Wingfield & Co.), and а 
representative of the General Electric Co. Messrs. Heath 
Wingfield were nominated to make the necessary application 
to the Court | 

J. Horkryson & Co., Lrb.— Windinz up voluntarily for re- 
construction purposes. T.iquidator: Mr. C. E. Hobson, of 


* 
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Huddersfield, secretary to the company, who is authorised to 
consent to the registration of a new company with the eame 
name. 

EBoNITIS, Lrp.—Meeting of creditors, March 22nd, at 3, 
Orosby Square, E.C. Voluntary liquidation. Liquidator: 
Mr. E. C. Moore, 8, Crosby Square, E.C. 3. 
. COWLISHAW, WALKER & Co., Lrp.—Winding up voluntarily. 
Liquidator: Mr. J. A. Edmondson, Woodville, Trentham 
Road, Stoke-on-Trent. 

Cosmos ENGINEERING Co., Ltp.—A petition for the winding 
up has been presented to the High Court by Alfred Herbert, 
Ltd., of Coventry, and will be heard in London on March 93rd. 

TELEPHOS Domestic & STREET LIGHTING Co., Ltp.—Meeting 
of creditors, March 25th, at Salisbury House, London Wall, 
Е.С. Claims must be sent to the liquidator, Mr. H. H. 
Foster, of 806-9, Salisbury House, E.C.. by April 30th. 

A. E. G. ELECTRICAL Co. oF SOUTH Arrica, Lrp.—First and 
final dividend of 20s. in the £ to non-enemy creditors, payable 
March 15th at Carey Street, W.C. 

Tae ELECTRICAL Co., Lrp.—First and final dividend of 20s. 


in the £ to non-enemy creditors, payable March 15th st . 


Carey Street, W.C. | 

TRAFFORD POWER & LIGHT Sur (1902), Lrp.—Winding 
up voluntarily. Liquidator: Mr. C. Cooper, 60, Spring 
Gardens, Manchester. 


Swedish Electrolytic Process.— Ib is announced from 
Gothenburg that the A.B. Cumberland Elektrolytiska Process, 
which was established in 1918, has now disposed of the company's 
Norwegian and Danish patente to companies in those two countries. 
Many ‘installations have been carried out since the company's 
formation, and extensions of the works have become necessary. 


Danish Cable Works.—The directors of the A.S. Den 
Danske Kabelfabrik, of Copenhagen, do not propose to recommend 
the payment for 1919 of any dividend. After making the statu- 
tory allocations to depreciation &nd reserve funds, the sum of 
60,800 kr. remains to be carried forward to 1920. 


Trade in Canada.—An agent of the Canadian General 
Electric Co., Ltd, who has been in this country for some months 
for the purchase of raw materials, draws attention to the opening 
for export trade offered by his company, which purchases large 
quantities of electrical supplies and automobile accessories. 
Manufacturers looking for export business should address the 
Manager of the Supply Department at Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 


Sentence.— At the West Riding Assizes at Leeds, on 
Monday, George Edward Pearson, of Pearson & Sons, Ltd., electrical 
engineers, Farsley. was sent to prison for six months in the second 
division, for stealing, while bailee, an electrio motor belonging to 


‘the Ministry of Munitions at the Barnbow munition works, near 


Leeds; and V. W. T. Bradshaw, electrical engineer, of Sunder- 
land, who pleaded "guilty" to various indictments, received a 
like sentence. 


Report on the Electric Lamp Industry.—At the moment 
of going to press, and therefore too late for publication in this 
issue, we have received a copy of the findings and decisions of a 
sub-committee appointed by the Standing Committee on Trusta, to 
inquire into the existence of any trust or trade combination in the 
electric lamp industry. The report was adopted by the Standing 
Committee. 


Copper and Lead Prices. —MESssRS. Е. SurrH & Co. 
report, March 16th :—Oopper (electrolytic) bars, £120. £4 decrease; 
ditto sheets, no change ; ditto wire rods, £135, £4 decrease; ditto 
H.C. wire, 1s. 43d , 4d. decrease. 

Messrs. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, March 17th :—Copper 
bars (best selected), sheets and rod, no change; English pig lead, 
245 10s., a reduction of £7 on the week. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Alfreton,—ELkEcTRICITY v. GAS. O wing to the excessive 
cost and poor quality of the gas supplied to them, several trades- 
people and other residents have arranged a conference with the 
Notte. and Derbyshire Power Co. to ascertain the conditions under 
which the company's system may be extended to the town. 


Arbroath. POWER rog HARBOUR.— The Town Council 
has asked the Electric Light and Power Co. to quote terms for the 
extension of mains to the harbour. 


Ashton-under-Lyne.—JorNT ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY. 


. —The Town Council has decided to apply to tke Electricity Com- 


missioners to form a Joint Electricity Authority for the under- 
takings of the Ashton Corporation and the Stalybridge, Hyde, 
Mossley, and Dukinfield Joint Board. 


Brazil—New Stations.—The Compagnie des Mines 
de San Jeronymo et l'Etat de Rio Grande do Sul has prepared a 
echeme to coustruct generating stations of an aggregate capacity 
of between 10,000 and 30,000 н.р. to supply the City of Porto 
Alegre.— ZL’ Eleetricien. 


Birmingham. — RemovaL or RESTRICTIONS. — The 
restrictions placed upon consumers between the hours of 3.30 and 
5.30 p.m. during the winter months have now been rescinded, It 


is stated that the new station cannot be put into commission until 


next February. E 


Blackpool.— FiNANCES.— The estimated loss on Ше 
Corporation electricity works during the current year was £2,200, 
as compared with a loss a year ago of £2,727. Next year's revenue 
is estimated at £91,732, and after allowing £23,983 for interest 
and sinking fund charges, a surplus of £4,000 is anticipated. E 


Bray (Co. Wicklow) ,—ExTEN&IONS.— The Urban Council 
is contemplating extensions and renewals in the electric lighting 
system of the town, at a cost of £7,000. The Council has asked 
for expert reports on the matter. й 

Carlisle.—New GENERATING STATION,—The approval 
of the Electricity Commissioners has been obtained for the 
erection of a new generating station at an estimated cost of 
£100,000. This will not supersede, but supplement, the present 
station, at which a new rotary converter costing £7,000 is to be 
installed. ў 

The Commissioners, in consultation with the Corporation, arrived 
at the following conclusions :—(1) That on account of the growing 
demand extensions are urgently needed; (2) That the present 
site is unsuitable for such extensions; (3) That there is no possi- 
bility of a bulk supply from another undertaking ; (4) That the 
question of utilising water power from the River Eden cannot be 
considered at present. 


Clacton.—ExTENsIons.—The electrical engineer has 
advised the purchase of a new Diesel engine and generator, at an 
estimated cost of £9,500, to replace the present plant, which, it is 
stated, is worn out and expensive in running. The report and 
recommendations were adopted. | 


Continental,—GERMANY.—By the construction of the 
Rhine-Main-Danube canal, two valuable power centres will he 
obtained. The Main is to be canalised between Aschaffenburg and 
Würzburg, with 12 falls, which will produce a yearly average of 
40,000 H.P. The Danube is to be oanalised from Ratisbon to 
Passau, and a weir constructed below Vilshofen, forming a fall of 
nine metres, which could produce about 42,000 u.P.— Economic 
Review. 

Saxony.—The Government proposes to erect an electrical power 
station near Borna, which is to have a capacity of 100,000 Kw. 

SWITZERLAND.—The “Forces Motrices Bernoises company is 
constructing a large hydro-electric station at Berne, designed to 
develop 61,500 H.P. It is expected that the station will be com- 
pleted this year. A large dam is being built across the River Aar 
at Mühleberg, in connection with the scheme. 1 

Coventry.— PARLIAMENTARY BILL.—The Leicestershire 
and Warwickshire Electric Power Co. was recently refused per- 
mission by the Court of Referees to oppose the Parliamentary Bill 
being promoted by the Coventry Corporation. The Bill, which 
seeks powers to erect а new station, &c., is considered prejudicial 
to the company's undertaking, which, it was stated, is being 
augmented by the construction of an additional station for the 
Coventry district. . 


Dartmoor. —LIGNITE.—IĪn order to secure a cheap form 
of power for the proposed copper refinery to be established in Devon- 
shire, it was proposed, as will be remembered, to. harness the 
water power of Dartmoor, but the outcry against this scheme has 
brought forward a counter-proposal to open up the lignite beds at 
Bovey Tracey. The Germans had already interested themselves in 
& similar proposition, and had spent £100,000 in preparatory work. 
During the war the Petroleum Research Department investigated 
the deposit, and subsequent work has proved the existence of a 
large bed of high-grade lignite. 


Dorchester.—PuRcHASE OF UNDERTAKING.—The Town 
Council is negotiating with the County of Dorset Electric Supply 
Co. for the purchase of the company's Dorchester plant. 

PRICE INCREASE.—The Electric Supply Co. has intimated that 
it is applying for powers to increase its charges for lighting to a 
maximum of 10d. per unit. The Council has pointed out to the 
Minister of Transport that there is no justification for such an 
increase. 


Ellesmere Port, — POWER ғов Dooxs.—The Urban 
District Council has decided to oppose the granting of an order to 
the Mersey Power Co. authorising it to supply electricity to the 
Manchester Dry Docks and Pontoon Co. т 


Harrogate.— ENGINES FROM SUBMARINES.—At a cost 
of £15,750, two 600-B.H.P. Diesel engines, taken from captured 
German U boats, have been acquired by the Corporation to replace 
steam engines for driving generators at the electricity works. 


Kirkcaldy.—BuLtk SuPPLT.— The offer made by the 
Fife Electric Power Co. ia considered excessive by the Council, and 
it is stated that the energy which the company is able to supply 
will not be sufficient to meet the present demands surplus to the 
output of the town plant. The Electricity Commissioners are 
being approached with a view to obtaining their opinion as to the 
advisability of disposing of the undertaking. | 
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Lincoin.—Price INCREASE.—The Town Council has 
increased the price of energy to all consumers, except where 
rices are fixed by agreement, by 15 per cent., as from January Ist. 
m the same date a rebate of 5 per cent. is to be made in respect 

of electricity used for domestic purposes. 


Lampeter.—ELECrRICO Ligutinec.—The Urban District 


Council has given permission to Mr. Eric Richards to construct 
overhead electric light wires in the town. 


Lanarkshire.—LOAN.— The County Council has received 
the sanction of the Secretary for Scotland to a further loan of 
£2,500 in connection with the execution of capital works under the 
Blantyre Electric Lighting Order. 


Liverpool.— House LiaHTING.—It has been proposed to 
equip the houses now being erected under the Liverpool Housing 
Committee scheme, with electric light. When the matter came 
before the Electricity Committee, it was decided to refer the matter 
back for further oonsideration with a request that the Electric 
Lighting Sub-Committee would furnish particulars as to estimated 
cost, the number of houses to be suoplied, and the saving that 


could be effected by laying the necessary mains simultaneously 
with the water mains. 


London.—L.C.C.—The Council having asked the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners whether they proposed forthwith to take over 
the duty of sanctioning loans for Metropolitan Borough Councils, 
which, until the Electricity (Supply) Act was passed, came under 
the Council's jurisdiction, the Commissioners replied that they 
would take over this duty at once; with regard to the provision 
in the Act that they should act in consultation with the Council 
in this respeot, they proposed to refer to the Council only those 
loans which might involve a call on the local rates for repayment, 
and stated that they were proposing a similar arrangement to the 
Government Depertmenta referred to in the same section of the 
Act. The Finance Committee of the Council found that the 
Ministry of Health had agreed tothe transfer to the Commissioners 
of loans formerly subject to its sanction, and recommended the 
Oouncil to take the same course, on the understanding that the 
Council be notified of all loans by Metropolitan Borough Councils 
proposed to be sanctioned by the Electricity Commissioners for 
electricity purposes, and that cases in which plant purchased with 
42-year loans still outstanding was to be superseded should come 
before the Council. 

Loans.—The Finance Committee recommends the sanction of the 
Council to the borrowing by the Islington Borough Council of £4,866 
for mains, transformers, house services, and meters, and the Stoke 
Newington Borough Council of £3,000 for mains and services. 

ST. MARYLEBONE.—The Council has been advised by Sir John 
Snell to negotiate for a bulk supply from the Central Electric 
Supply Co. in lieu of making extensions at an estimated cost of 
£260,000. Information regarding a supply has been received from 
the company, but the Council is still of the opinion that extension 
of plant would be more advantageous, and is, therefore, urging the 
Commissioners to reconsider the scheme. The Council has already 
an agreement with the Metropolitan Electric Supply Co. whereby 
the latter may olaim to supply all energy which the Council cannot 
generate. 

PRICES.—The Westminster Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd., 
has informed its consumers that the proposed increase in price of 
4d. per unit for lighting as from January Ist last (notice of which 
was given in September, 1919) will not now be imposed, and the 
rates of charge will, therefore, remain the same as last year. 

STREET LIGHTING.—New street lamps for the Strand and the 
perish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, proposed by the Westminster 
City Council, will, it is said, increase the pre-war lighting four- 
fold, but the cost of lighting and maintenance, it is estimated, will 
be less than double. The proposed new lamps will be of 1,800 C. P., 
the old ones being of 500 C. P., which during the war period was 
reduced to 100 c.P., at which standard some of the lamps remain. 


Middlesbrough.—BvuLk SuPPLy.— Regarding the recent 
decision of the Corporation to augment the power station plant, 
the secretary of the Cleveland and Durham Electric Power Co. has 
written suggesting that a bulk supply could be given instead, 
which would be less expensive. The total cost of this, including 
rotary converters, is stated to amount to £3,000. The company 
has also suggested that the Corporation consider the provision of 
the whole of the energy required by Middlesbrough by the power 
company. 

Presteign.—ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—The Urban District 
Council has decided, after interviewing the engineer for the Here- 


ford electric lighting scheme, to accept the terms for the supply of 
electric light and power to the town. 


Walsall._—Mains EXTENSIONS.— The Town Council has 


sanctioned extension of mains from Bloxwich to Cannock at a cost 
of £30,000. 


Whitehaven.—FLAT-RATE.—The Town Council, with a 
view to simplifying accounts, has substituted for the present charge 
for electricity of 4$d. per unit, plus 524 per cent., a flat-rate of 
7d., less 10 per cent., for domestic lighting. Owing to the expendi- 
ture involved, £1,603, the Council has decided to defer the ques- 
tion of extending the mains to Harras Moor. 


Wolverhampton, — ExTENSsIONS. — The Council has 
approved recommendations of the Electricity Committee, and 
sanction is being sought for loans of £17,618 for mains extensions, 


£2,750 for sub-station buildings, and £13,660 for converters and 
accessories, 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australia. — QUEENSLAND. — The Brisbane tramway 
system is to come under Government control in September next. 


Bradford.— CoLLIsiIon.—Two cars collided in the early 
morning of March 10th, on a single atretch of line on the Biugley 
section of the Corporation's system. One of the drivers had his 
leg broken and was severely bruised. The other driver was not 
seriously injured. 


Blackpool.—TRAMWwAY ESTIMATES. — The receipts on 
the Blackpool Corporation Tramways, including the recently- 
acquired Fleetwood section, for the coming year are estimated at 
£270,000, and, after allowing £42,000 for interest and sinking 
fund, it is expected there will be an available balance of £25,000. 
The current year's balance was estimated at £15,000, but it will 
probably be £2,000 more than this figure. During the coming 
year it is proposed to spend £15,000 on the new tramway depot, 
£50,000 on permanent-way renewals, and £12.000 on six new 
Pullman cars for the Fleetwood route. 


Chile,—T&RAMCARS DESTROYED.—Owing to the enforce- 
ment of a municipal order prohibiting more than the legal number 
of passengers on the Valparaiso tramcars, and the poor servioe, an 
indignant crowd burned 21 cars and destroyed the remainder, last 
week, 


Continental.— ITALY. The Communal Council of Trento 
has approved the proposal of the Giunta to construct a second 
hydro-electric station on the River Sarca. It is proposed to set 
up machinery for the generation of 10,000 KW., so as to utilise the 
average flow of the river, at an outlay of 6,500,000 lire. This 
includes 400,000 lire for the replacement of the 20,000-volt con- 
ductors by others capable of carrying 53,000 volts. Schemes 
are also in contemplation to utilise the "spare" flow of the river 
for the generation of extra power to be used at certain periods of 
the year. The energy, besides working the tramway network, will 
be used for the following lines to be constructed :—(1) Trento, 
Lavis, Cembra, Cavalese, Predazzo, Modena; (2) Trento, Sarche, 
Plone, Pinzolo, with a line linking Sarche, Arco, Riva ; (3) Malé, 
Fucine, with a future extension, Fucine-Edolo. 


Darlington.—EXxTENSIONS.—The Electricity and Light 
Railway Committee is ascertaining the cost of extending the 
Corporation's electric tramway system from Greenbank Road to the 
N. E. R. Stooperdale Offices. 


Dumbarton.— PROPOSED FARE INCREASE.—The Town 
Council has received a communication from the Dumbarton Burgh 
and County Tramways Co., intimating that, owing to the increase 


in expenses, it is necessary to increase fares. The matter has been, 
submitted to the Tramways Committee for a decision. 


Greenock.— CONTEMPLATED PuRcHASE.—The Town 
Council, having received assurances of co-operation from neigh- 
bouring bodies, is considering the purchase of the local tramway 
undertaking under the terms of the company’s lease which provides 
an option for such purchase in May, 1921. 


Hutton Magaa.— TIME Exrension.— Formal application 
has been made to the Minister of Transport by the Hutton Magna 
Light Railway Co. for an order authorising an extension of the 
time by one year, from May 17th, 1920, in which to purchase lands 
and to complete the railway. 


Leeds.—PRoPosED FARE INCREASE.— The Tramways 
Committee is considering the advisability of raising fares to the 
full statutory limit owing to the increase in the cost of working. 
This would mean practically doubling the pre-war rates. 


London. — UNDERGROUND RALLwWAT Fares. — Lord 
Ashfield addressing a Committee of London M.P.s upon the 
gubject of increased fares, stated that the promoters of the Bills 
under discussion were prepared to accept one of two alternative 
schemes instead of that formulated. The first of these was to have 
a maximum of l4d. per mile, or fraction of a mile, with a minimum 
charge of 2d. ; workmen's fares to be at the rate of single fares for 
return journeys with & minimum charge of 3d. The other 
suggestion was that the companies should have the power to raise 
fares within the limite imposed by the present Bills, but that any 
such increase in excess of the existing maximum would have to 
receive the approval of the Minister of Transport, who, after 
investigation, would decide whether the increase was justifiable. 
These alternative suggestions were to be considered at a further 
meeting. 

TRAMWAY SCHEMES.—The London County Council Bill seeking 
authority for a large programme of tramway extensions was con- 
Bidered by the Standing Orders Committee of the House of 
Commons, this week. Fifteen London borough councils have 
refused their assent to different parts of the scheme, and the 
County Council asked for a suspension of the Standing Orders to 
enable it to override the veto and proceed with the proposals. 
The Standing Orders Committee, after a long discussion, came to 
the conclusion that the subject was of such importance that it 
ought not to decide on its own responsibility. It decided to refer 
it to the House of Commons as a whole for settlement.— The Timex, 

FARE INCREASE.— The L. C. C., as announced in our last issue, has 
decided to increase all tramway fares. The new scale ia 14. for 
1'2 miles, as against the previous rate of Id. for 1˙5 miles. Work- 
men's fares are raised from a maximum of dd. to 6d. 

ACCIDENTS.—T wo men were injured and several other passengers 
badly shaken in a tramcar accident at Camberwell Gate, on Monday, 
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which was caused by a car fouling the points. For two hours 
City- bound cars were diverted at Camberwell гій Kennington. 

A tramoar took fire in the London Road, 8.E., on Tuesday, 
through, it is stated, a defective electric circuit, and one of the 
passengers was burned on both legs and was removed to hospital. 

Traffic was delayed for about 20 minutes on Thursday morning 
last week on the City and South London Tube, owing to a break- 
down near Stockwell. 

East Ham.—The Corporation has been informed by the Ministry 
of Transport that it is imperative that life-guards should be pro- 
vided on new tramway cars. 


Middlesbroungh.—Tramway MUNICIPALISATION.— The 
question of a joint board for the control of the tramways on Tees- 
side, which are shortly to pass over from the Imperial Tramways 
Co. to the municipalities, has recently been under consideration by 
the Middlesbrough, Stockton and Thornaby Corporations. Stockton 
and Thornaby decided favourably, but Middlesbrough negatived the 
project. 

The Tramways Committee has decided that when the Corporation 
takes over the Imperial Tramways Co.'s system in its area, at 
least one-third of the conductors shall be women. 


South Africa, — Rar.way ELECTRIFICATION. — The 
report of Measrs. Merz & McLellan upon the possibilities and 
advantages of electrifying a considerable mileage of South African 
railways, was published in a recent number of the Electric 
* Railway and Tramway Journal, The lines covered by the report 
are Durban-Maritzburg, Ladysmith-Glencoe, Witbank-Germiston- 
Randfontein, Waterval Boven-Komatipoort, Witbank-Waterval 
Boven, and various lines from Cape Town. The system recom- 
mended as being best applicable to prevailing conditions, is D.c. 1,500 
to 3,000 volts, the distribution to be effected by means of overhead 
wires. The total capital cost of the suggested scheme is estimated 
at £5,274,135, which will bring in an annual profit of £801,900. 


Todmorden, —ОрровітІох TO BiLr.—The Town Council 
has decided to oppose the Halifax Corporation Extensions Bill. 
because of the Council's desire to run a motor omnibus service of 


ita own beyond the town boundary line and in the direction of 
Halifax. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


A New Form of Wireless Aerial.—According to the 
Vaderland, saysthe Board of Trade Journal, a new form of wireless 
aerial has been experimented with at Scheveningen, which is the 
invention of a Dutchman of the name of Vlug. The wires for a 
length of from 100 to 150 metres are lightly buried in the ground. 
They are said to be highly sensitive, with the result that two wires 
are sufficient for direct communication with Bandoeng (Dutch East 
Indies), & receiver being placed between the two, which contains 
certain improvements of Mr. Vlug's invention. Comparison has 
been made between this wiring and the large antenna at 
Scheveningen, by which it was proved that signals were louder on 
being received through ordinary aerials, but that not a letter was 
distinguishable owing to the disturbances. These had not entirely 
disappeared when employing the Viug system but had gained 
greatly in distinctness, so that not a letter was missed. One valve 
was used as a detector, and another as a low-frequency amplifier. 
The report goes on to gay that the period of the year is especially 
suited to receiving the Bandoeng messages, and also that, although 
great difficulties are experienced owing to disturbances caused by 
the large European stations, the Telefunken station at Sambeek 
contains an apparatus by which Bandoeng will always be easily 
detected, but it remains open to question whether it will be 
practicable for ordinary operators. On the other hand, an instru- 
ment constructed by Dr. Koomans, an engineer attached to the 
Telegraph Service, does not present such difficulties. 


Atlantic Cable Repairs.—The Western Union Telegraph 
Co.'8 cable ship Mina, which was engaged in repairing the com- 
pany's cables about 90 miles west of the Irish coast, put into 
Queenstown on March 16th for shelter. The work of repairing 
the cables had to be temporarily abandoned owing to the bad 
weather. 


Canada.—The Postmaster-General gives notice that 
deferred (as well as ordinary) telegrams are now accepted at any 
Post Office for transmission to Canada by the State-owned Imperial 
cable (which is at present the only route available for the deferred 
service). The rates per word are as follows :—Eastern Provinces, 
44d.; Manitoba, 7d. ; Western Provinoes (excluding the more inacces- 
sible parts of British Columbia and the Yukon), 74d. 


Denmark.—An official Commission appointed to consider 
the erection of a long-distance wireless station in Denmark is pro- 
ceeding to America on April tth to negotiate regarding the possi- 
bility of linking up the Danish with the United States wireless 
system.— The Times. 


Germany.—Telegraphic Press rates have been resumed 
between France and Germany, Press telegrams being accepted at 
the rate of 9 centimes per word. 

A wireless station has been erected at Dortmund by the German 
Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs. It is proposed to transmit by 
wireless important communications of the express service of the 
Foreign Trade Office.— Economic Review, 


Gnernsey.— The revenue statement and statistics for the 
year ended December 31st, 1919, of the States Telephone Depart- 
шері show that the revenue was 4 8.687, an increase of £436. and 
the working expenses £8,650, leaving & net profit for the year of 
£37, а deorease of £175 on the previous year. The number of lines 
of all descriptions increased by 148 to 2,538, and the mileage of 
overhead wire by 96 to 1,735 miles. The average number of oon- 
nections per day increased by 97 to 5,124 ; per subscriber per day 
decreased by 1 to 2'3 ; and per public telephone per day increased 
by 4 to 5'8. The total number of calls increased by 20,082 to 
1,654,923, Thestaff increased by 12 to 62. 


India.—The Bengal Telephone Co. promises to complete 
the installation of new plant at Calcutta by the middle of this 
year. The new plant, it is said, will completely modernise the 
Calcutta telephone system. The present switchboards. which 
answered all pre-war requirements, were designed to meet an 
average of 4'5 calls per telephone per day, but since 1915 the calling 
rate in Calcutta has trebled. Thedaily average exceeds 60,000 calls, 
and approximately 7,500 are made during the busy hours. This 
state of things led to dissatisfaction and to complaints against the 
operators who, in turn, reciprocated by refusing to work without 
increased wages. Whatever the failings of a telephone service 
may be, the use of offensive language to the operators is inexcusable. 
It is rumoured in the local Press that so bad has the behaviour of 
many telephone users at Rangoon become that the girl operators 
are inclined to cease work rather than continue to be insulted. The 
Indian Press understands that research work is being undertaken 
by a staff from Home in order to find means of overcoming meteoro- 
logical obstacles which interfere with the proper working of 
wireleas telegraphy in India during certain seasons of the year. 
These difficulties are not experienced in England. but are very 
marked in South America as well as in India. 


Spain.—The Budget Commission has approved credit for 
the laying of a direct cable between Bilbao and Gibraltar. 


Telephone Employés’ Pay.—The new rates of pay for 
telephonists recently agreed upon between the Post Office authorities 
and the Post Office Engineering Union provide for a minimum 
wage of 298. in London and 278. in the provinces for skilled 
unestablished workmen at 21 years of age, and of 288. and 268. 
respectively at 20 years of age. Labourers—unestablished—also 
receive 288. and 268. for London and the provinces respectively, and 
the rates for boys and youths in training are 20s. and 18s. at 18 and 
158. and 13s. at 16. All the above rates are plus 30 per cent. bonus, 
and in the case of the skilled workmen and labourers 248. addi- 
tional bonus is paid. This makes the highest wage in the scale a 
little under 63s., and that for a 48-hour week. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date CCC indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRIOAL REVIEW in whioh the " Official 
Notices" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia.—MELBOURNE.—April 12th. City Council. 
Two 2,000-kw. rotary converters; Н.Т, switchgear, 6,600 v.; v. C. 
switchgear, 600 v. (January 30th.) 


Aylesbury.— March 25th. Installation of electric light 
in St. John’s Church. Specification, &c., from Mr. T. Moore, 
Fern Lea,” 36, Bierton Hill, Aylesbury. ‘ 


Ayr.—March 24th. Electric light work, Newton Park 
School, for the Education Committee. J. & H. V. Eaglesham, 
architects, 24, Wellington Square. 

Bacup.— March 27th. Electricity Department. Annual 
a including cables, fuses, lamps, meters, &c. (See this 
issue, ; 

Bedford. — March 31st. Electricity Department. 


Twelve months' supply of electricity meters and H.T. and L.T. 
cables. (March 6th.) 


Belglum.—April 7th. The municipal authorities of 
Ixelles, Brussels. Supply of a quantity of armoured cable for 
low-tension distribution mains. Specifications may be obtained 
from the Maison Communale, Ixelles, for two francs. 

March 24th. The Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Vicinaur, 
of 48, Rue de Montoyer, Brussels. Supply of 12,000 metres of 
grooved trolley wire, having a section of 64 sq. mm., 1,300 metres 
of round copper wire of 64 sq. mm. section ; and 2,200 metres of 
round copper wire of 100 sq. mm. section. 


Bristol.— March 22nd. Board of Guardians. Electric 
lighting installation at Eastville Institution. (March 5th.) 


Dublin.— March 24th. Board of Guardians. Electrical 
fittings. Particulars from the Master, Workhouse. 

Edinburgh.—March 29th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. Condensing plant for Portobello station. Specification 


No. 23. (February 27th.) 
March 29th. Town Council. Structural steel for the new elec- 


_ tric generating station, Portobello. Sir А, B. W. Kennedy, 17, 


Victoria Street, Westminster. 


a ca BS GE PE SS SE -. ' . SP I TI RI STOTT d 


368 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 86. No. 2,208, Мавон 19, 1920. 


France.—The French post and telegraph authorities in 
Paris last week invited tenders for the supply of six lots of lead 
and rubber-insulated cables and 2* lots of paper-insulated cables 
for the telephone service. 


Gellygaer. — March 21st. Urban District Council. 
Transformer plant, H.T. and L.T. switchgear, 11,000 v. and 500 v. 
overhead line material. (February 27th.) 


Great Yarmonth.—April 16th. Electricity Department. 
One 2,000-к\у. turbo-alternator, one 750-K w. rotary converter and 
transformer, and one 750-K w. frequency changer. (See thia issue.) 


Hallfax.— March 2 3га. Board of Guardians. Electrical 
fittings required, during the six months ending September 30th, 
1920. Mr. A. Т. Longbotham, Clerk to Board of Guardians, Union 
Offices, Carlton Street. 


Kettering.— March 26th. Electricity Department. Con- 
centric lead-covered feeder cable and feeder pillars. (March 12th.) 


Lelth.—Town Council. Materials for the year. from 


May 16th, including overhead, electrical and car fittings, and insu- 
lated wire, &c. Mr. J. A. Greig, Town Clerk. 


Lincoln.— Apri! 8th. Electricity Department. Pipe- 
work, and motor-generator and switchgear for St. Swithin's power 
station. (March 5th.) 


London.—S5BoREDiTCH.— Electricity Supply Department. 
Water-tube boiler, 5.000-Kw. turbo-alternator, E. H. T. and D.C 
switchgear. (See this issue.) 


Mountain Ash.—March 20th. Urban District Council 
Electricity Department. Transformer plant. H. and L.T. switch- 
gear, three-core and four-core armoured cables and overhead line 
equipment. (March 5th.) 


Manchester.— March 22nd. L & Y. Railway Co. 12 
months’ supply of stores. including signal, telegraph and el:ctric 
fittings, signal, telegraph and electric wires. Mr. Sharp, Stores 
Department, Osborne Street, Manchester. 


Newport (Mou.).—March 27th. Tramways Department. 
Tramway bodies, trucks, electrical equipment. Mr. A. Nichols 
Moore, Borough Electrical and Tramways Engineer, Town Hall. 


New Zealand.— Dv NEDIN.— April 26th. City Council. 
(a) electric car bodies; (5) car trucks; and (c) car equipment. 
Documents may be consulted by British firms interested, at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 
35, Old Queen Street, S. W. 1 (Room 49). 

April 31st. 
R. B. Burnett, Secretary, Quay Street, Auckland. 


Peterborough. — Electricity Department. 1,000-K W. 
turbo-alternator with condenser and pipe work, switchgear, 500-K w. 
rotary converter, superheaters, induced dranght fan, two sets 
forced draught furnaces. foundations and builders’ work, and H.T. 
cables. (See this issue.) 


South Africa.—pril 24th. Oudtshoorn Municipality. 
Time for receipt of tenders extended from March 24th to April 24th. 


CLOSED. 


Ayr. — Town Council. Electric 
George's Avenue Declines 
W. Auld & Sons .. ee ie VS Jia" ra a £419 


Bolton.—Electricity Committee :— 


Steelwork required for the extensions at Back-o'.th'-Bank generating 
station.—Jolin Booth & Sons, Ltd. 


Barnes.— Fire Brigade and Lighting Committee, 
mended :— : 
H. T. and I. r. switchgear for 1,500-Kw. turbo.Alternator and rotary converter; 
н.т. section, £820; . r. section, 4385; three-phase watt hour meter on 
the rotary converter feeder panel, £45.—English Electric Co., Ltd. 
Turbo-generators, condensers, &c., £15,848.—Enylish Electric Co., Ltd. 
мош пене transformer and switchgear, £5,152. — General Electric 
Ltd. 
те; Ыл plant, £526.—Diamond Power 8peciality Со, 


Croydon.—Town Council :— 


Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. Steam pipe work, £456. 

Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co. (per Brown, Boveri & Co.:.-- Turbo- 
alternator, £17,000: switehxear, £1,597. 

Cole, Marchant & Morley,—Condensing plant, £6,556. 

Metropolitan Electrical Co.- -Automatic air dampers, £360. 

G. P. Bunburv.— Cable racks, £222. 

G. Everitt & хоп. Extensions to engine room. £4,315. 


Galashiels.— Parish Council :— 
Electric light installation, Council Buildings.—Robinson, Fraser & Co., 457. 
Gillingham (Kent).— Town Council :— 


Two 50-11. r. Diesel engines.— Banks, Warner & Co., Ltd., £11,920 each. 
Two alternators.--Electric Construction Co., Ltd., £3,366 each. 


Heywood, —Electricity and Tramway Committee :— 
r.H.T, cables.—Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd. 
Lanarkshire.— The offer of Messrs, Ferranti, Ltd., £226, 


for the supply of Sangamo meters in connection with the electric 
lighting of Cumbuslang district has been accepted. 


light installations, 


Recom- 


> 


Auckland Harbour Board. Electric cranes. Mr. 


Sunderland.—Town Council. . Electricity Committee. 


Aovepted :— 
B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd.—Insulating tape. 
Ferguson, Pailin & Co.—Switchgear. 


Winchester.— Town Council :— 


500. K W. geared turho-zenerating set, with condensing plant.—Fraser and 
Chalmers Engineering Works, Ltd., £10,008. 


— M— — 
FORTHCOMING EVENE 8. 


Royal Institution of Great Britain.— Saturday, Магоһ 20th. At Albemarle 
Wes W. А: 8 p. m. Lecture on Positive Rays.“ by Sir J. J. Thomson, 
F. R. S 
Friday. March 26th. At 9 p.m. Lecture on The Scientific Work of 
Lord 5 by Sir J. J. Thomson, FR. S 


nd District Electric Club. e March 20th. At the 
Grand Hotel, Birmingham, At6.30 p.m. Annual dinner. 


Institution of Civil Engineers. —Tuesday, March 28rd. At the Institution, 
Gt. George Street. S.W. At 5.30 p.m. Paper on The Work Done by 
Railway Troops in France During 1914-1919," by Colonel D. Lyell. 


Faraday Society.—Toesday, March 291d. At Burlington House, W. At 
7.30 p.m. General discussion. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.— Wednesday, March 24th. 
phone Exchange, Rose Street. 


Royal Society of Arts.— Wednesday, March 2íth. At John Street, Adelphi, 
W. C. At 4.80 p.m. Paper on Industrial Lighting in its Relation to 
Efficiency,“ by Mr. L. Gaster. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — Thursday, March 25th. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, B.W. At 6 p.m. 
Discussion (aon The Electrical Equipment of Artisan Dwellings,” to be 
introduced by Mr. L. Milne; on the Report of the Farthing Sub-committee 
of the Wiring Rules Committee. 


(North-Midiand Centre).— Saturday, March 2th. At the Royal 
Victoria Hotel, Sheffield. At 7 p.m. Joint meeting with the Association 
of Mining Electrical Engineers. Paper on ‘‘ Electric Winders,” by Mr. 
D. Kerr. 

Tuesday, March 28rd. At the Royal Victoria Hotel, Sheffield. At 
7pm. Paper on ‘Transformers for Electric Furnaces,” by Mr. J. L. 
Thompson. 


(North-Eastern Centre).— Monday, March 22nd. At the Armstrong 
College, Neweastle-on-Tyne. At 7.15 p.m. Paper on Production of 
Power from Blast Furnace Gas, by Mr. S. H. Fowles. 

Tuesday, March 23rd, at the Technical High School, Darlington. 
At 6.30 p.m. Joint meeting with the Tees-Side Sub-Centre and the National 
Association of Industrial Chemists. Paper on Notes on Electric Furnace 
Practice," by Mr. J. Hedley. 


(North-Western Centre.) Tuesday, March 23га. At the Engineers’ 
Club, Manchester. At 7 p.m. Paper on The Protection of Alternating 
Current Distribution Bystems Without the Use of Special Conductors,” by 
Major K. Edgcumbe, R. E. (T.). 


(South -Midland Centre.) Wednesday, March 24th. At the University, 
Birmingham. At" p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


Chemical Society. — Thursday, March 25th. At Burlington House, W. At 5 p. m. 
Annual general meeting. Presidential address by Sir J. J. Dobbie. 


Association of Engineeriog and Shipbuilding | Draughtsmen.—Thursday, 
March 25th, At Liverpool University. At 7 p.m. Lecture on Зоте 
Experiences in Malaya,” by Mr. W. S. Laverock. At the Grammar School, 
Chesterfield. At 7.30 p.m, Lecture on “Some Notes on Iron and Steel,” 
by Mr. A. Chambers. 


Junior 5 of Engineers. Friday, March 26th. At 39, Victoria Street, 
. At 7.30 p.m. Lecturette, The Future of the Gas Industry. by 
Mr. W. A. Tookey. 


Wireless Society of London. ВЕСЕ СРЗ March 26th. At the Institution of 
Civil Engineers, Gt. George Street, S. W. <At6 p. m. Paperon “Harmonics 
in Continuons Wave Transmission," by Capt. L. A. T. Broadwood. 


Visit to Tele- 


NOTES. . 

The Batti-Wallahs’ Soclety.— The first annual dinner 
since 1914 is to be held on Friday. March 26th, at the Holborn 
Restaurant. There will be the usual concert after the dinner. It 
is the only ladies’ night on the programme, and every effort is to 
be made to ensure a distinct success. 


Diseases of Rubber Trees.—An exhibition of specimens 
showing the diseases to which rubber trees are subject is taking 
place in the Botany Section of the Imperial College of Science and 
Technology, Prince Consort Road, South Kensington. It has been 
arranged by Prof. J. B. Farmer, Director of the Biological 
Laboratories of the College.— The Times. 


Au Electric Tamping Machine.—The Kalamazoo Rail- 
way Supply Co. has brought out a novel tamping machine for con- 
solidating ballast under sleepers, which, according to Engineering, 
consists of a small enclosed induction motor with a tamping bar 
fixed to the casing in such a way as to be at the end of the casing 
and perpendicular to the axis of the rotor. The nose of the tool is 
set so as to incline under the motor, in the same vertical plane as 
the spindle. Fixed to the opposite end of the casing is an extension 
of a Z-shaped spring hardle. The motor is three-phase, 60 cycles 
at 110 volts, running at 3,600 R.P.M. The spindle is fitted with an 
unbalanced weight, which sets up an oscillation on the spring 
handle and gives the necessary motion and kick to the tamping 
bar. The amplitude of the movement is stated to be i in., which 
can be varied to suit the ballast, by changing the tamping bar for 
one of a different weight. It is said that if the tamping bar ia 
placed against a sleeper in ordinary ballast. the tool will work ita 
way down the side and under thesleeper. The operator merely haa 
to hold the machine upright and direct it to its work. The 
machine is watertight and dust-proof, and weighs 37 lb. It is 
arranged for working four machines from a small portable electric 
generating set weighing 125 lb., so that the whole outfit is quite of 
a portable nature. Smaller and larger sets are also supplied, 
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Sonth Wales Linking-Up Committee.—A meeting of the 
South Wales and Monmouthshire Linking-Up Committee, which 
issued an interim report upon the above subject in June, 1918, was 
held on the 9th inst. at the South Wales Institute of Engineers, 
Cardiff, Mr. Lewis W. Dixon (of Merthyr), vice-chairman and hon. 
secretary in the chair. A letter, dated February 13th, 1920, from 
Sir John Snell, chief electricity commissioner, was read, suggesting 
that the Committee should consider the whole matter from an 
engineering standpoint, with a view to improving the organisation 
of the supply of electricity in South Wales. It was decided on the 
strength of this communication to promote investigations on the 
lines suggested by the Chief Commissioner. Mr. W. A. Chamen 
was elected chairman in place of Mr. Arthur Ellis, who has acted 
as chairman since the Committee commenced operations in 1916. 
Mr. W. Burr, borough electrical engineer, Swansea, was appointed 
vice-chairman, and Mr. L. W. Dixon remains hon. secretary. 


. Appointments in Canada.—We learn from an agent of 
the Canadian General Electric Co. that it is very badly off in its 
Engineering Department for three or four skilled electrical engi- 
neers who have had considerable experience in the manufacture of 
electrical apparatus of all kinds. Designers of alternators, induc- 
tion motors, and direct-current apparatus, together with several firat- 
olass draughtsmen in these lines, are urgently needed, and should 
apply to the company at Peterborough, Canada. The introduction 
of British engineers into this firm should prove of great advantage 
to trade within the Euipire, as they will be familiar with the goods 
made here, and will know where they can be usefully employed. 


. The Coal Supply of London Electricity Works.—On 
March 10th a deputation from public electricity supply under- 
takings in London, at a meeting of the committee of London M.P.’s, 
criticised the policy of the Coal Controller's Department; Alderman 
Duncan Watson, Mayor of Marylebone, said that the reserve supply 
of coal held by many undertakings was equivalent to four days’ 
consumption only, and that the coal supplied contained an excessive 
proportion of ash. .Sir John Snell, who attended at the invitation 
of the committee, corroborated the statements, and said that the 
: Commissioners in some cases had found it necessary to sanction 
loans for the installation of new boilers, in consequence of the bad 
quality of the coal. The Coal Controller's Department told them 
that shortage of transport was the cause of the trouble. The 
chairman said that the committee would do what it оопа to bring 
about an improvement. 


Inquiry.—Makers of a small lamp marked 8 v. 8 N. K.“ 
are asked for. m E | 


Power from the Tides.—The Cabinet, it is announced 

on high authority, has had before it preliminary plans pre- 
pared by fhe experts who are inquiring into the possibilities 
of utilising water power in the United Kingdom for generat- 
ing electrical energy, for the construction on the Severn, 
close to the new high-level bridge which the Great Western 
Railway proposes building, of a huge dam, in the centre of 
which would be a free space for the escape of the imprisoned 
tidal water, thus providing the power. The Cabinet has 
given instructions for further preliminary stages of the pro- 
Ject to be undertaken. [t is interesting to note in this con- 
nection that & power station is about to be erected on the 
Mersey to supply the liverpool and Birkenhead area, and 
that a project is on foot to utilise the water power of the 
Dee from Llangollen downwards in the electrical develop- 
ment of North Wales. 
. Discussing the Severn proposal a leading South Wales 
engineer ventured the opinion that the harnessing of tidal 
power could only be solved by interlinking the big water- 
ways and making use of the difference in the times of the 
tides. ‘‘ From a private enterprise point of view,“ he con- 
tinued, “it would be cheaper to produce electricity by means 
of coal, for the capital outlay would be tremendous. Such 
a scheme, when it comes, must be a great undertaking, and 
should be run on a national basis—not the estuaries of the 
Severn and Wye only, but every waterway that has any 
Storage capacity. There is a big difference of tide between 
the Severn, Mersey, and Forth, for example, and if you 
could harness and link together these estuaries it would be 
ъ good thing, for it would stabilise the ebb and flow. This 
would require very careful calculations, and would have to 
be undertaken after close study of the tides and the various 
channels. The other means is by storage in accumulators 
at a terrific cost. There must be a storage capacity of prac- 
tically the full output of the station, for at the turn of the 
tide the plant would be absolutely useless.“ 

Before anv tidal power scheme is a financial success," 
said Prof. Frederick Bacon, A. M. I. E. E., Professor of En- 
gineering at the South Wales and Monmouthshire University 
College, Cardiff, vou must have some economical and cheap 
means of storing electricity. At present the recognised 
method of storing energy during the time of high tide, when 
you can get no power, is by pumping water into a high 
reservoir, and the capital necessary is absolutely prohibitive 
unless the natural configuration of the district has special 
facilities to offer. If a scheme for the use of tidal power 
were put forward, Chepstow would be a good place to start, 
for a 40-foot tide is not to be found in тапу places; but the 
capital cost would be very great, and I doubt whether it 
could be economically worked.“ 


Appointments Vacant.—Plumber-jointer, for the Derby 
Corporation Electricity Department ; fitter (£5) for the Stepney 
Borough Council Electricity Department; meter-tester (£4) for 
the Darwen Corporation Electricity Works; draughtsman 
(temporary) (£6), for the Wimbledon Corporation Electricity 
Works. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Naval Telegraphists’ Rating.— With a view to assisting 
ratings of the wireless telegraph branch, who, being due for dis- 
charge, may wish to obtain posts as civilian operators, the 
Admiralty has made arrangements for the Postmaster-General's 
certificate of proficiency to be issued to telegraphist ratings. 


Sclentific and Technical Books.— One part of the 
descriptive catalogue of the British Scientific Products Exhibitiun, 
organised by the British Science Guild last year, was devoted to 
selected lists of books on science and technology. The Guild has 
been asked to extend these lists, so as to inolude not only all 
branches of science—both biological and physical—but also the 
chief technical subjects. It has undertaken to do this ; and a com- 
mittee, of which Sir R. A. Gregory is chairman, has been appointed 
to prepare such acatalogue. The lists will be limited to books of 
British origin actually in current catalogues of the publishers, so 
that they can be obtained in the usual way through booksellers. 
School-books and elementary manuals will not be included, and the 
general standard will be that of college courses in scientific and 
technical subjects, or of works’ libraries. Fach list will be sub- 
mitted to authorities upon the subject with which it deals, but in 
order to secure that no important work is omitted, the committee 
invites the assistance of everyone interested in its task. Such aid 
may be afforded by sending (to the British Science Guild, 6. John 
Street, Adelphi, London, W.C. 2) lists or single titles of British 
books of standard value or proved worth in any branch of science 
or industry. | 


Agricultural Research. — Although the Rothamstead 
Research Station had little faith in the electrical treatment of seed, 
it appears to be more favourably disposed to one part of the process 
—the treatment of the seed with chemical] solutions before sowing, 
which is being investigated at Paris with good resulta, and in Italy. 
In an interview with a Daily Chronicle representative, Dr. Russell, 
of Rothamstead, said that some very sound work had been carried 
out by Prof. Blackman, who had demonstrated that considerable 
effect was produced by the electrification of the seed and the soil, 
and the economic value of electrification to agriculture had been 
made clear. E 


Modern Motor Control Gear.— On March 10th the 
London Section of the “Igranic Engineering Society” held an 
open meeting at its headquarters in Queen Victoria Street, which 
was largely attended by members and non-members. A paper on 
‘Electric Motor Control Gear," illustrated by many interesting 


lantern slides, was read by Mr. John T. Mould. The author's 


purpose appeared to be to emphasise how greatly the usefulness of 
electric motor control gear had increased within thelast few years. 
Its functions extended to the actual supplanting of manual labour, 
so that in many cases tasks which in the past demanded the con- 
stant attention of workmen, were automatically performed with- 
out human attention at all, and with greater regularity and 
accuracy than could be expected continuously from workpeople. 
This development he attributed to the introduction. of self-acting 
types of control gear, many of which, suitable for both direct and 
alternating current, he described to the audience. ; 


-London Traffic Congestion.—The problem of relieving 
the serious congestion of traffic in London during the morning and 
evening peak load" hours—between 7.30 and 9 in the morning 
and 5 and 7 o'clock in the evening—has been under the consider- 
ation of the Advisory Committee on London Traffic, of which Mr. 
Kennedy Jones, M.P., is chairman. The Ministry of Transport, in 
an official announcement, states that it is in the evening that the 
heaviest congestion occurs, and little or no relief can be looked for 
in the near future from any increase of the transport facilities 
during these hours. The congestion has been accentuated by the 
general adoption of the eight-hour day, and the Advisory Com- 
mittee believes that if certain allied businesses could arrange 
for the majority of their employés to leave their work between 
4 and 4.45 p.m., instead of 5 p.m., or later, appreciable benefit would 
result from the spreading of the present peak load traffic over a 
longer period. With regard to the possibilities of improving 
transport facilities, it ia pointed out that there is а shortage of 
rolling stock. Although orders have been placed for additional 
stock, there is delay in delivering it, owing in a large degree to 
the recent prolonged moulders' strike. A general extension of 
electrification in the suburban zones of the main-line railways 
might go a long way towards solving the difficulty ; and, recog- 
nising this, Sir Eric Geddes has set up a Committee to deal with 
the question of standardisation in connection with schemes of 
electrification. 


British Oll.—“ I am the Minister for petroleum affairs.“ 
said Sir Hamar Greenwood, in Parliament on March 8th. in explain- 
ing how he came to answer a question regarding the oil operations 
which the Government has been carrying out in Derbysbire and 
other parts of the United Kingdom. He said that while oil had so 
far been met with in quantity only in one well, it had been proved 
that deposits of oil existed, and there was every encouragement to 
continue the work. Furtber developments could not be undertaken 
pending legislation dealing with oil rights. Licenoes to bore for 
petroleum had been granted to two companies, 
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INSTITUTION NOTES. 


The institution of Electrical Engineers. — Arrangements for 

the remainder of session 1919-20 :— 
ORDINARY MEETINGS. 

March 25th.—Discussion on: (a) The Electrical Equipment 
of Artisan Dwellings" (with introductory paper by Mr. L. Milne). 
(5) The Report of the Earthing Sub-Committee of the Wiring Rules 
Committee. 

April 15th.—O. V. Drysdale, D.Sc., the Eleventh Kelvin Lecture, 
Modern Marine Problems.“ 

May 20th.— Annual General Meeting. 


MEETINGS OF TERRITORIAL CENTRES. 
- North-Eastern Centro. 

March 22nd,—S. H. Fowles, ‘Production of Power from Blast- 
Furnace Gas.” 

April 19th.— Major T. Rich, O. B. E., Electricity in the Western 
War Zone " (lecture). Annual General Meeting. 

Tuesday, March 23rd, at the Technical High School, Darlington, 
at 6.30 p.m., joint meeting with the Tees-side Sub-Centre and the 
National Association of Industrial Chemists; paper ou "Notes on 
Electric Furnace Practice," by Mr. J. Hedley. Preceding the meeting, 
a visit will be paid to Darlington Forge. 

North Midland Centre. 

March 20th.—D. Kerr, Electric Winders" (joint meeting with 

the Association of Mining Electrical Engineers). 


March 23rd.—J. L. Thompson, ‘Transformers for Electric 
Farnaoes." 


April 20th.—Major K. Edgoumbe, R.E. (T.), " The Protection of 
Alternating-current Distribution Systems without the Use of 
Special Conductors.” 

May 11th.—Annual General Meeting. 

North-Western Centre. 

March 23rd.—Major K. Edgoumbe's paper. 

April 18th.—Annual General Meeting and Smoking Concert. 

April 20th.—C. V. Drysdale, D.So.—The Kelvin Lecture. 

Scottish Centre. 
April 13th.—Squadron-Leader J. Erskine-Murray, “ Wireless 
Telegraphy " (lecture). 
South Midland Centre. 
April 21st.—C. V. Drysdale, D.Sc.—The Kelvin Lecture. 
Western Centre. 
April öth.— Prof. F. Baoon, Thermionio Valves (lecture). 


The February Journal gives the following list of the Institution's 
Sub-Centres :— 


Parent Centre. Sub-Centre. Name and address of Hon. Secretary. 
North-Eastern Теев-віде R. M. Longman, Kinton's Buildings, 
Middlesbrough. М 
North Midland Sheffield J. D. Bailie, 65-67, Prudential 
Buildings, Park Row, Leeds. 
North-Western Liverpool O. C. Waygood,.50, Manor Road, 
Meols, Hoylake. 
^ - Preston J. F. Simpson, Corporation Tram- 
: ways, Deepdale, Preston. 
Scottish Aberdeen A. Gardner, Electricity Works, 
Milburn Street, Aberdeen. 
South Midland East Midland J. F. Driver, Technical College, 


Loughborough. 

A Local Centre has been formed in Argentina. The Council has 
decided to publish the papers and discussions held over from 
previous sessions as a supplement to last year's volume (No. 57) of 
the Journal. 

On Friday, the 26th inst., the WOLVERHAMPTON AND DISTRICT 
ENGINEERING SOCIETY will hold a meeting at the Technical School, 
Garrick Street, Wolverhampton, at which & lecture will be delivered 
on Coal and its By-Producta," by Mr. J. R. Allett. This Society 
has invited members of the SOUTH MIDLAND CENTRE to join it 
at that meeting. 


INFORMAL MEETING.—On Monday last an informal meeting was 
held in London, when Messrs. J. W. Beauchamp, M.I.E.E., and 
S. M. Hills, A. M. I. E. E., opened a discussion or Industrial Electric 
Heating,“ dealing with the numerous applications of electricity to 
the heat treatment of metals, enamelling ovens, dental work, the 
manufacture of tiles, buttons, &o., die casting, linotype metal pota, 
and other uses. They pointed out the facility with which elec- 
tricity could be employed, and the many incidental advantages 
which resulted from its use, such as the reduction of waste, safety, 
convenience, increased output, health of employés, and economy of 
labour. Many of the audience took part in the discussion which 
followed. 

An informal social evening and smoking concert is to be held 
on March 29th, at 7.30 p.m., at the Albert Tavern, Victoria 
Street, S. W. Early application should be made for tickets (2s. 6d. 
each), which are obtainable from Mr. Tooley, at 34, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 

A meeting of the LivERPOOL SuB-CENTRE waa held on Monday, 
March 15th, when Lieut.-Col. E. O'Brien read a paper on " The 
Application of the Electric Locomotive to Main-Line Traction on 
Railways." The paper dealt with the history of the subject, general 
problems of design and operation, and the advantages of the elec- 
trification of main and suburban lines. A lengthy discussion 
followed. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.—The eighth general meeting was 
held on March 10th, at the Philosophical Institute. An interesting 


evening was spent in the discussion of emergency measures taken 
to deal with motor and other plant breakdowns. The question of 
" Jointa т. Connectors in wiring installations was also debated. 
It was intimated that the members would meet on Wednesday, 
March 24th, at the Telephone Exchange, Rose Street, Ecinburgh, 
at 8 o'clock. 

The Birmingham and District Electric Club.— At a meeting, on 
March 18th, a paper was read by Mr. W. E. Warrilow, A. M. I. E. E., 
upon Advertising in the Engineering Industries. The lecturer 
stated that engineering advertising had not yet received that 
serious consideration which its relation to sales would seem to 
justify, although there were signs of great improvement. As a 
rule, even the largest firms spending large sums of money did not 
appear to attach the same importance to spending the money wisely 
as they did in other departments. There was room in the business 
for men with an engineering training, who had a natural aptitude 
for publicity work. The importance and responsibility of the 
work should be realised, and a commensurate salary paid ; the best 
men would then be attracted to it. Mr. Warrilow made a special 
appeal to manufacturers to support their trade papers rather than 
issuing large numbers of circulars, " house organs,” and the like ; 
with greater support the trade Press could give better service, The 
writers statement that engineers had nothing to learn from 
American advertising caused some little dissent. Mr. Warrilow 
was accorded a hearty vote of thanks at the close of the meeting. 


Wireless Society of London.—Mr. A. A. Campbell-Swinton, 
president of the society, delivered his annual address on March 27th, 
at the Royal Society of Arts. The address (which was entitled 
“Some Wireless Wonders”) was an exceedingly interesting one, 
and was received with enthusiasm by the audience, which filled the 
lecture hall to overflowing. The address was illustrated by a series 
of experiments whereby the audience were shown the enormous 
strides which have been made in the science of wireless telegraphy 
since the last presidential address was delivered in 1914. A 
message which had heen seut specially from Paris by General 
Ferrié, a vice-president of the Wireless Society of London, was 
made audible and visible on a screen to the audience, and in 
addition wrote itself out in Morse characters on a tape machine. 
This and other special messages from the Air Ministry and the 
wireless station of the Radio-Communication Co. at Slough, were 
received and made audible to the audience, not on the usual external 
aerial, but on a simple loopof wire standing upon the lecture table. 
Mr. A. A. Campbell-Swinton paid tribute to the Fleming valve, 
without which it would have been impossible to obtain these results. 

The proposal for affiliation of provincial clubs and societies has 
met with most favourable response, and all the principal wireless 
clubs in Great Britain are now affiliated. A conference of these 
clubs, at the invitation of the Wireless Society of London, was held 
in the afternoon of the same day. 

The conference was held under the presidency of Sir Charles 
Bright, F.R.S.E., supported by Admiral of the Fleet Sir Henry B. 
Jackson, G.C.B.; Captain F. C. Loring, R.N., representing H.M. 
Postmaster-General ; and other vice-presidents and officers of the 
Society, including Mr. Frank Hope-Jones, M.I.E.E., chairman; 
Major Basil Binyon, O. B. E., vice-chairman; and Mr. Leslie 
McMichael, hon. secretary. Wireless clubs of the following towns 
and suburban districts were represented by delegates at the 
conference :—Burton-on-Trent, Plymouth (two clubs), Southport, 
Altrincham, Woolwich, Brighton, Sheffield, Manchester (two clubs). 
Stoke-on-Trent, Derby, Glasgow, Bristol, North Middlesex, and 
Peckham. Sir Charles Bright in his opening speech said that the 
object of the meeting was to discuss the general terms on which 
affiliation should take place, and whether future conferences 
should take place in London or in various towns from year to year. 
The president called upon Mr. Hope-Jones to welcome the delegates, 
after which the delegates were invited to express their opinions 
on behalf of their clubs, and to ask questions upon matters 
on which they desired information. Captain Loring made an 
official statement in which he pointed out how strongly the Post 
Office officials were in favour of any amalgamation, which would 
tend to keep amateurs within the limits of their licence. He stated 
on what terms the Post Office proposed to grant transmitting 
licences, viz. :—A licence of about 10 watts where an amateur could 
prove that he thoroughly understood the apparatus he was asking 
to make use of, that he was conversant with the Morse code and 
proficient, and that his transmitting station was to be used for 
genuine experimental work, and not merely for communications 
with other stations in a general way. Admiral Sir Henry 
Jackson, at the close of the conference, in an able speech, pointed 
out how much in the past wireless telegraphy had benefited by the 
amateur experimenter. : 


E.P.E.A.— The first annual dinner of the Northern Section of the 
Irish Division was held on February 26th at Belfast, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. B. Croft. After the toast of The King," 
Mr. J. McMordie, in proposing “ The E. P. E. A.,“ gave a brief résumé 
of the activities of the Association to date, and congratulated the 
Northern Section on its progress during the brief period since ita 
inception. 

The vice-chairman, Mr. Piggott, proposed the “Guests and 
Artistes.’ Mr. T. W. Bloxam, city electrical engineer, responded 
on behalf of the guesta, and said that the chief aim of the E.P.E.A. 
was the promotion of efficiency in the generation and distribution 
of electrical power. Mr. J. Wyld also responded, and said that 
the E.P.E.A. supplied a long felt want. bringing together for 
mutual benefit isolated and scattered members of the technical 
staffs. He wished the Association every success. 

During the evening an entertaining and enjoyable programme 
was contributed to by the following artistes :—Messrs. D. Wilson, 
Н. Melvor, J. Wilson. R. Bolton, E. Lee, A. Holland, G. Fawoett, 
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D. Anderson, and J. Hardy, the accompaniments being efficientl 
played by 5 J. Hanna and J. Wilson. 7 
ore the evening terminated, Мт. Bloxam proposed a vote of 
thanks to the chairman. T : ° 
The chairman, in reply, thanked Mr. Bloxam for his kind 
remarks and all present for the hearty way they had received the 


Royal Institution.—The following are among the lecture 
arrangements for after Easter :—Major G. W. C. Kaye, two lectures 
on “Recent Advances in X-Ray Work" ; Prof. W. Н. Ecoles, two 
lectures on “ The Thermionic Vacuum Tube as Detector, Amplifier, 
and Generator of Electrical Oscillations" ; Prof. J. H. Jeans, two 
lectures on “ Recent Revolutions in Physical Science” : (1) Theory 
of Relativity : (2) Theory of Quanta. (The Tyndall Lectures). 
The Friday evening meetings will be resumed on April 16th, when 
Prof. J ‚ À. McClelland will deliver a discourse on Ions and 
N uclei. Succeeding discourses will probably be given by Lord 
Rayleigh, Prof. J. A. Fleming, Prof. W. L. Bragg and others. 


Faraday Society.—A general discussion on Basic Slags : Their 
Production and Utilisation in Agricultural and other Industries " 
will take place on Tuesday, March 23rd, 1920, from 7.30 to 10.30 p.m., 
in the Rooms of the. Ohemical Society, Burlington House. Prof. 
F. G. Donnan, F. R. S., vice-president, will preside, and Dr. E. J. 
Russell, F. R. S., will give a general survey of the subject, after 
which a number of authorities will read papers on The Demand 
for Basic Slag,” "Its Place in the Development of Agriculture," 
and allied questions. 

Institute of Metals.—At the annual meeting last week, the 
presidential addi ess was read by Engineer Vice-Admiral Sir George 
Good win, K.C.B., dealing mainly with the propelling machinery of 
warships, turbine blading, the corrosion of condenser tubes, pro- 
QU Vo ртт = bearing metals. 

е апоца! dinner on Friday last, amongst the guests were 
Capt. H. Riall-Sankey, Prof. W. H. Bragg, Dr. J. E. Petavel, Mr. 
W. O. Smith, Mr. Roger T. Smith, Mr. C. C. Paterson, Mr. C. H. 
Wordingham and Mr. G. Shaw-Soott (seoretary). 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN, 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELEOTBIOAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 


The salary of Mr. A. R. Dayson, general manager of the 
Sunderland Corporation tramways, has been advanced from 
4700 to £850 per annum. An amendment that the increase 
be only £100 was defeated by the casting vote of the Mayor. 

The Times states that Sir James Dewar has been elected a 
eorresponding member of the French Academy of Sciences. 

Exeter T.C. has increased the salary of the tramway man- 
ager from £350 to £450 a year, by two equal instalments, 
the first to date from November lst, 1919. 

Мг. R. B. MrrcuELL has been recommended by ihe Com- 
mittee in charge for the appointment as general manager and 
engineer of the Glasgow Town Council's electricity de- 
partment, in succession to Mr. W. W. Lackle, who was re- 
cently appointed a Commissioner under the Ministry of Trans- 
port. Mr. Mitchell, who is 48 years of age, served his ap- 
pene as an engineer with Messrs. Muir & Houston, 

ing Park, and entered the Glasgow T.C. service 22 years 
ago as shift engineer in charge of the Tontine and Claremont 
battery stations, and was for three years resident engineer 
at the Port Dundas station. Then he was promoted mains 
superintendent, and for twelve years had eharge of the trans- 
mission and ribution sides of the undertaking. Three 
years ago he was appointed deputy chief engineer and super- 
intendent of stations, and an important part of his work has 
been the supervision of the erection of Dalmarnock power 
station. He is a member of the I.E.E. and of the Institution 
of Engineers and Shipbuilders in Scotland. For twelve years 
he was a lecturer in the Royal Technical College. 

Мг. S. S. Ввлр, who has just been appointed deputy chief 
engineer in the Glasgow Corporation tramway department, 
is an Edinburgh man, and he received his education at the 
Heriot Watt College there, and at the Royal Technical Col- 
lege, Glasgow. He joined the service of the Glasgow tram- 
ways in 1901, just before the electrification of the whole 
system, ав assistant engineer, graduating to chief electrical 
assistant. Mr. Braid acted during the war with the Ministry 
of Transport in a voluntary capacity as an inspector of en- 
gineering works, and later as captain and adjutant in the 
а Batt. Highland Light Infantry. 

Rhyl Corporation has increased the salary of the electrical 
engineer from £275 to £310. 

The Highways Committee of the L. C. C. recommends that 
Mr. A. С. CLARRE, chief publicity assistant, Sheffield Corpora- 
tion Development Committee, be appointed publicity assistant 
in the tramways 5 at a salary of £300, rising to 
£400 per annum, plus temporary war allowance of 20 per 
cent. and a war bonus of £70 to £73 а year. 

Mr. R. E. WiNkFIELD, M. I. E. E., has just returned, after 
15 years, from India, where he held the position of agent and 
chief engineer to the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, 
Ltd. The home board of this company has appointed him 
to be its general adviser. Mr. Winkfield, who is a past-chair- 
man of the Calcutta local section of the Institution of Elec- 
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trical Engineers, has now associated himself with tbe Robert- 
eon-Cole Co., of 5, Bishopsgate, London, E.C., and New York 
which firm, in conjunction with Messrs. Graham & Co., of 
Calcutta and Bombay, have established a large connection 
with the mills and factories throughout India and the Kast, 
by acting as buying and a or ne in the United King- 
dom and America. Mr. Winkfield has had a long expenence 
of Oriental engineering requirements. Prior to going to the 
East he was connected with various electric eupply manufac- 
turing and railway companies in England. 

On February 28th the employés of the Walsall Corporation 
electric supply department (Darwall Street sub-station) pre- 
sented an attaché case and some technical books to the mains 
engineer, Mr. J. D. SPARE, who is leaving. Mr. E. W. 
Eynon, sub-station foreman, made the presentation. Gifts 
were also made to Mr. T. Southgate, who Bas sone to Sun- 
derland as meter test-room foreman, and to Mr. О. Waidson, 
until lately a sub-station engineer. 

We are informed by Messrs. Swarren, Ltd., of London, 
W.C., that Mr. S. A. M. Rose, the late managing director, is 


no longer connected with the company 1n any official capacity. 


Obituary.—Mn. W. Munro.—The death is announced of 
Mr. William Munro, late electrical engineer euperintendent 
of the Midland Railway, Belfast. 

Mr. W. RIODEN.— The death occurred suddenly on March 
10th, whilst officiating as Worshipful Master of the Lewises 
Lodge of Freemasons, of Mr. William Rigden, electrical en- 
giener of the Ellington Works, Princess , Ramegate. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 
West Lancashire Electrical Co., Ltd. (165,565).—Private 


company. Registered January 31st (delayed at Somerset House). Capital, 
£2,000 in 21 shares. To carry on the business of electricians, electrical, 
mechanical, motor, telephone and general engineers, &c. The first directors 
are: W. Bateson, Newlands," Newton Drive, Blackpool; L. C. Speed, 27, 
Promenade, Southport; T. Healy, 57, Sussex Road, Southport. Secretary : 
L. C. Speed. Registered office: Princes Street, Hoghton Street, Southport. 


Sonth- Western Engineering Co., Ltd. (164,829).—Private 
company. Registered March 4th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To take 
over. the business of general and electrical engineers carried on by L. G. 
Stone and J. Moiseiwitsch at Point Pleasant Works, Wandsworth, as the 
©“ South-Western Engineering Co." The first directors are: I. G. Stone, 71, 
Linden Gardens, Bayswater, W.; J. Moisciwitsch, 21, Stanwick Road, West 
Kensington; E. Moiseiwitsch, 21, Stanwick Road, West Kensington; D. de 
Groot, За, Montagu Mansions, Baker Street, W. Secretary: ., Kenward. 
Registered office : Point Pleasant Works, Wandsworth, S.W. 


Levant Iron and Machinery Co., Ltd. (164,813).— Private 
company. Registered March 4th. Capital, £25,000 188. in 5, 6 per cent. 
cumulative preference shares of £5 cach and 18 deferred shares of ls. each. 
To carry on at Constantinople and elsewhere the business of importers oí and 
dealers in metals, agricultural implements, electrical and other machinery 
and implements, &c. The first directors are: W. J. Whittall, Impasse 
Whittall, Grande Rue Mahmondich, Galata, Constantinople. The Board of 
Trade authorises the company to acquire parts oí the undertakings of J. W. 
Whittall & Co., Ltd., and George Chisnell & Co., Ltd., the books and docu- 
ments of which undertakings are liable to inspection under the Trading with 
the Enemy Act. Registered office: 8, Serjeant's Inn, Е.С 


Scottish Welding and Sheet Metal Co., Ltd. (11,007).— 
Private company. Registered in Edinburgh February 98th. Capital, ,000 
in 21 shares. To carry on the business of electric and oxy-acctylene gas 
welders, coppersmiths and engineers and merchants, &c. The first directors 
are: А. Duncan, 66, Hamilton Place, Aberdeen, merchant; J. Johnston. 
49, Hamilton Place, Aberdeen, solicitor; R. D. Moncur, Duncairn, Great 
Western Road, Aberdeen, merchant; C. A. McArthur, Great Western Road, 
Aberdeen, brassfounder. Secretary: J. Johnston. Registered office: 129, Union 
Street, Aberdeen. 


Colonial and Foreign Glass Industries, Ltd. (164,843) .— 
Registered March 5th. Capital, £750,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of manufacturers, merchants, importers and exporters of glass, jn- 
cluding glass, electric lamp bulbs, tubing rod, bulbs for miners’ lamps, wire- 
less telegraphy and lamps of all kinds, glassware for ecientific, medical, 
optical and industrial purposes, &c. The first directors are: С. С. Hatry, 56, 
Р. J. Mitchell, 37, Avenue Road, N.W.; T. B. 
Kitson, 72, Albion Street, Leeds; L. Owry, Holwood House, Walton-on- 
Thames. Minimum cash subscription, £7. Registered office: 6, Austin Feiars, 


E.C. 

Fred Rothwell, Ltd. (164,918).—Private company. Re- 
gistered March 6th. Capital, 3,000 in EI shares. To carry on t business 
of electricians, mechanical engineers, workers of electricity, motive power, 
light and heat, switchgear makers, &c. The first directors are: F. Rothwell, 
52, Cronkeyshaw Road, Rochdale, electrical engineer; E. Grimshaw, Ashtead, 
Fairhaven, Lytham, flock manufacturer. Solicitor: J. A. Hudson, The Butts, 


Rochdale. 
Union Electric Welding Co., Ltd. (164,940) .—Private 


company. Registered March 6th. Capital, £15,000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of electric, blow-pipe and other forms of welding and solder- 
ing, shipbuilding and repairing, &c. The first directors are: H. H. Fletcher, 
8, Crescent Road, Brighton, shipbuilder; G. W. Roger, lona, 44, Dart- 
mouth Row. Blackheath, naval architect; J. M. Wilkinson, 10, St. Austell 
Road, Blackheath, secretary; E. H. Jones, Duxbury, Kew Road, Richmond, 
engineer; W. A. Hunter, Charlton Lodge, London Road, Thornton Heath, 
merchant; J. Coldwell, M.I.C.E., M.I.E.E., Naníans гапе, Great Missenden, 
Bucks. Solicitor; W. E. Mortimer, 18, Austin Friars, E.C. 


Tees-side Electric and Plumbers’ Stores, Ltd. (164,903) .- - 
Private company. Registered March 5th. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. Tw 
carry on the business of manufacturers, importers and exporters of and whole 
sale dealers in clectrical plant, plumbers’ and glaziers’ merchants, general 
electrical engineers, &c. The first directors аге: E. Phillips, 1, Church Street, 
West Hartlepool; F. Thompson, 6, Clifton Avenue, West chui ru Непгіеќмь 
Hayman, 63, Church Street, West Hartlepool; R. Winspear, 13, Commercias 
Strect, Middleton, Hartlepool. Registered office: 76, Reed Street, West Hartt 

1 


роо1. 

Associated Electric Welders, Ltd. (164,990).—Private 
company. Registered March 9th. Capital, £10,000 in #1 shares. To carry 
on the business of electric welders, motor, mechanical and general engineers, 
founders, shipsmiths, &c. The first directors are: H. E. Bye, 114, Guildford 
Street, Grimsby; R. H. Charlton, Royal Dock, Shipyard, Grimsby; H. Dring, 
Finsbury House, Abbey Drive West, Grimsby; J. Davison, 130, Leysby 
Avenue, Grimsby; D. Good, The Lines, Woolsby Road, Grimsby; A. H. 
Gidley, Elmdens, Woolsby Road, Grimsby; H. R. Hookey, 11, Somersby 
Street, Grimsby; G. H. Unwin, 82, Rainton Avenue, Grimsby. Registered 
office: 29a, Victoria Street, Grimsby. 
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. В, F. Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (164,872).—Private com- 
pany. Registeréd March th. Capital, £10,000 in 9,950 ordinary shares of 
£l each. and 1,000 deferred shares of 1s. each. To enter into any contracts 
as manufacturers for and on behalf of the D.E. Company (of London and 
Birmingham), Ltd., for the appointment of the list named company as sole 
selling agents for the products of this company, to carry оп business as 
designers, manufacturers, exporters and importers of and dealers in electrical 
apparatus, advertisement signs, burglar alarms, glass, porcelain and rubber 
goods, &c. The subscribers (cach with one ordinary shore) are: C. D. Falcke, 
57, Upper Thames Street, Е.С. (managing director of B. E. Co. of London 
‘and Birmingham, Ltd.); C. White, 57, Upper Thames Street, E.C., electrical 
engineer. Managing director: C. D. Falcke. Secretary: C. White. Regis- 
tered office: Hendon House, 57, Upper Thames Street, E.C. 


. Engineering and Lighting Equipment Co., Ltd. (165,048). 
—Private company. Registered March 10th. Capital, £15,000 in #1 shares. 
To take over the business of electrical and mechanical engineers and manu- 
facturers carried .on at the Sphere Works, St. Albuns, by Bird & Wells, and 
lately acquired by them from Engineering and Arc Lamps, Ltd. The sub- 
scribers (each with one share) are: W. Bird, 61, Evershot Road, N.4, electrical 
engineer; G. J. Wells, 524, The Broadway, Crouch End, N.8, electrical engi- 
neer. Permanent directors: W. Bird, G. J. Wells and S. A. Marples. Regis- 


tered office: Sphere Works, St. Albans. 

Arthur Duckham & Co. (1920), Ltd. (164,834).—Private 
company. Registered March 5th. Capital, £50,000 in £1 shares. To take 
over the business of Arthur Duckham & Co., Ltd., to carry on the business 
of consulting, gas, mechanical, electrical, water supply and chemical engi- 
neers, heating specialists, gas makers, wharfingers, shippers, &c., and to 
adopt agrecments (lj with the said old company; (2) with Woodall, Duckham 
& Jones (1920), Ltd.; and (3) with the Woodall Duckham Vertical Retort 
.and Oven Construction Co., Ltd., Arthur Duckham & Co., Ltd., Gibbons 
(Dudley), Ltd., Newton Chambers & Co., Ltd., Thomas Vale & Sons, Ltd., 
Sir William J. Jones, Woodall Dückham Vertical Retort and Owen Con- 
struction Co. (1920), Ltd., and Woodall Duckham & Jones, Ltd. The sub- 
scribers (each with one share) are: E. M. Bonus, 11, Stafford Mansions, 
Buckingham Gate, S.W., solicitor; Phyllis Joshua, 89c, King Henry's Road, 
N.W.3, private secretary. The first directors are: Sir Arthur M. Duckham, 
K.C.B., Sir William y Jones, K.B.E., and Lieut.-Col. H. W. Woodall, C.LE., 
each of whom shall acquire 10.000 shares within 90 days from date of in- 
corporation, and thereafter shall be permanent, subject to holding such shares. 
Solicitor: E. M. Bonus. Registered office : Thanet House, 231-2, Strand, W.C. 


Fintona Electric Light Co., Ltd. (4,918).—Private com- 
pany. Registered in Dublin March Ist. Capital, £4,000 in £1 shares. To 
carry on the business indicated by the title. The subscribers (each with 100 
shares) are: F. Bradley, Fintona, M.D.; H. F. Jones, Fintona, provision mer- 
chant; J. F. Buchanan, Fintona, hardware merchant, M. J. McCarroll, 
Fintona, publican; F. J. Meatee, Fintona, auctioneer; G. Stewart, Fintona, 
draper; S. Stewart, Fintona, provision merchant; T. Tubman, Fintona, pro- 
vision merchant; S. M. McCrea, Fintona, drapery merchant. The first 
directors arc: Dr. F. Bradley, J. Baxter, S. М. McCrea, Н. F. Jones and 
J. F. Buchanan. Solicitors: Dickie and Carson. Omagh. 


Sewell Electric. Co., Ltd. (165,035).—Private company. 
Registered March 10th. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of electricians, mechanical engineers, &c. The first directors arc: 
C. Lord, 12, Kelso Road, Leeds, salesman; J. Wilkinson, 12, Kelso Road, 
Leeds, salesman. Qualification, 100 shares. Registered office: 19, Kelso Road, 
Leeds. 
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Switchgear & Cowans, Ltd.—Particulars of £18,000 de- 
bentures authorised February 13th, 1920, the amount of the present issue 
being £50, the company's property, present and future, including uncalled. 
'No trustees. Property changed. 


Mann, Egerton & Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on Feb- 
ruary 23rd, 1920, (a) of debenture dated October 3rd, 1912, securing not 
more than £10,000, and (b) of mortgage dated December 2nd, 1912, securing 
£3,000. 

National Telewriter Co., Ltd.—Issue on March Ist, 1920, 


of £530 debentures, part of a series already registered. 


Dubtlier Condenser Co., Ltd.—Debenture for .£20,000, 
dated February 17th, 1920, charged on certain leasehold property. Holders : 
L.C.W. and Parr's Bank. | 

Allen, West & Co., Ltd. (108,870).—Capital, £150,000 n 
21 shares. Return dated December 20th, 1919. 112,940 shares taken up and 
fully paid in cash. Mortgages and charges, £100,000. 

Rangoon Electric Tramway and Supply Co., Ltd.—Satis- 
.faction to the extent of £8,323 on February 18th, 1920, of debenture stock, 
dated February Ist, 1906, December 22nd, 1908, and November oth, 1913, 
securing £250,000. 


CITY NOTES. 


| Phe Earl of Selborne, K. G., presided at 
Telegraph the annual meeting on March llth. He 
Construction and said that in the balance sheet the deben- 
Maintenance tures disappeared, and the shares were 
Co., Ltd. doubled. The debts owing by the company 
and reserves for necessary contingencies 

were up a good deal. The reserve fund was down by the 
amount taken out of it last year in connection with the capital. 
The profit and loss was slightly higher than the previous 
year. Turning to the other side of the account, their pro- 
perty was up £200,000, which was due to the inflated value of 
all the material which they had to use in the business, The 
amounts owing to the company were roughly 450,000 more, 
and the cash at bankers and in hand, including deposit on 
account of contracts, was up over £200,000. The dividend this 
year on the double capital was 10 per cent., as against 20 per 
cent. last vear. When he proposed the rearrangement of the 
capita] last year be was very careful to tell them tbat in his 
opinion it would not mean that they would be able to pay 
a higher dividend. They proposed to put £20,000 to the 
reserve fund again, and add another £10.000 to the pension 
fund. This year, for the first time since 1873, the shareholders 
found themselves in absolute possession of the property of the 
company without any first charge or mortgage before them. 
That satisfactory state of affairs was brought about by the 


paying off of the 140,000 outstanding 4 per cent. debentures 
on January Ist, 1919. During the year an issue of fully-paid 
shares amounting to £448,200 was made to the shareholders 
by appropriating £55,000 from the reserve fund, and by 
taking £39,200 from reserves for contingencies which. were 
no longer required. That had been done in order to bring 
the share capital of the company more into accord with the 
capital employed in the business. The amount of capital 
required for carrying on such @ manufacturing business as 
theirs in these days was quite double what it was before the 
war; much more money had to be provided every week for 
wages, and also in the monthly accounts for the purchase of 
materials. They were fortunate in being able to use their 
reserves to provide that money, but they must husband their 
resources in view of the future. Last year their output was 
not so great as it had been in many years before the war, 
but yet they paid away three times as much in wages as in 
any year before the war. Their cash at bankers and in hand 
no doubt appeared to be large, but that item was greatly 
increased at the end of last year by some large payments by 
instalments on account of contracts which had just been 
made, and upon which work had not then been commenced. 
Those funds, therefore, were not cash in the ordinary sense 
of the word, but must be considered also as a liability. ‘Their 
iurnover during the year was large, and their profits had 
been above the average of the past five years, but the en- 
hanced price of materials compelled them to lock up a much 
larger виш of money than 1п past years. Their factories con- 
tinued to be full of work, and they were constantly pressing 
upon the limits of possible supplies of materials, particularly 
copper and steel. Лһеу were exporting а fair proportion of 
their trade to America, which should belp to promote a return 
to a normal rate of exchange between the two countries. 
Throughout the war and since, submarine cables had played a 
very important part. It was not possible to conjecture how 
the war could have been carried on without cable com- 
munication. It fell to England's lot to maintain that great 
system, and even to lay many new cables during the war, 
and the company had had its ehare in that perilous work. 
In consequence of the suspension of general renewals during 
the past five years, there was to-day a world shortage of cable, 
with a great necessity for increased production. There was 
no cable working to-day that was .not carrying a greater 
trafic than it ever carried before, and as the cable systems 
were working efficiently, and telegraph cómmunication had 
increased enormously, all the more lines were required. At 
this time it was necessary for them to try and fill all their 
customers' requirements, so that they might not have to look 
elsewhere, and in doing that they hoped for the loyal help 
of their staff and workers. The fact was there was a general 
demand for higher wages, and an improved standard of living, 
and labour was also asking for shorter hours. Those good 
things could only be maintained by all doing their best and 
taking trouble to increase production. 'There were two things 
which everyone in the country ardently desired—a reduction 
in the cost of living and no unemployment. He was con- 
vinced that both those things could only be achieved by in- 
creased production. The report was adopted. 


The annual meeting held on 9th inst. 

Metropolitan* presided over by Mr. A. W. Tait, who said 
Electric Supply that the gross revenue was 18 per cent. 
C., Ltd. better, and the revenue from sale of cur- 
rent 19 per cent. better, than in 1918. 


Units. sold decreased by 6 per cent. Increased revenue waa 


largely due to extension of the lighting load during the last 
quarter of 1919 and partly to increased charges. The decrease 
in units sold was due to munition work load in the Western 
area coming to an end; the change over to peace time industry 
took some time to accomplish. There was also a cessation 
of night work, and a practically universal adoption of the 
48-hour week. Towards the end of the year they again com- 
menced to register growing increases in load over the cor- 
responding period of 1918. One satisfactory feature had been 
the number of new consumers connected during the year, 
representing 2,867 KW. The demand for electricity for all 
purposes was broadening out considerably, and their chief 
difficulty at present was to cope with the new business which 
wag Offering, particularly in the industrial area in the West. 
The new consumers in London alone, however, were nearly 
five times more numerous than in 1918. Since the close of the 
year the units generated had shown а eatisfactory increase, 
and there was every indication at present that this should 
continue. This expansion naturally entailed additional capital 
expenditure on plant and mains. The costs of generation and 
distribution showed an increase of approximately £29,000, 
£14,000 of which was accounted for by the increased cost of 
coal. The increase in wages and salaries accounted for ap- 
proximately £9,700 of the increase in costs. The wages for 
the current year would be still further increased by a sum 
representing an additional war allowance of 5s. per week, 
which was granted in January last. Substantial increases in 
the war allowances had also been vranted to the staff to 
meet the increased cost of living. Within the past few days 
thev had received intimation that the trades unions in the 
Joint Industrial Council Divisional Area No. 10, being their 
area, had applied for a further advance of 108. per week. 
He hoped it would not be verv long before they could call 
a halt to the constant cycle of increasing costs and inflated 
prices. This, however, could only be brought about by the 
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strictest economy all round, and by everybody saving. With 
regard to coal, the increase of 25 per cent. in railway freights 
represented the equivalent of about 15. lud. per ton. The 
dithculty of maintaining supplies during the last few months 
has been greater than at any period during the war. ‘There 
had been labour troubles at certain collieries, then came the 
railway strike in September last, and the worst trouble of 
all was probably the shortage of trucks, which still continued. 
The new 4,000-kw. turbine installed at Willesden. station was 
just about to be put on load, and they had placed contracts 
for a further increase in the boiler capacity at that station 
and certain plant at the sub-stations. The item of capital ex- 
penditure would show а substantial increase over the next 
few years if they were to provide adequately for the demand, 
which would involve not only further generating plant, but 
also a large increase in mains and distributors. ‘They were at 
present installing further plant in the Uxbridge power station, 
to provide for the growth of load in that district, and had 
laid high-tension mains from that station to the Ironbridge 
sub-station of the Metropolitan Co. to supply part of the 
demand in that area. It was intended in due course to con- 
tinue the high-tension main to connect up with the Willesden 
power station, so that the requirements of that part of the 
western area might be fed from either station. The expendi- 
ture to which they were committed in the Uxbridge area 
would probably involve a further £150,000. The increase in 
load in the Metropolitan area, not only in London and Pad- 
dington, but also in the western area, would shortly necessi- 
tate installing further plant in the Willesden station and 
the laying of additional feeders-—particularly in the western 
area. Expansion could not yo on indefinitely without the 
expenditure of further capital. The whole question of capital 
expenditure was receiving constant attention, and would be 
carried out step by step following the lines of a plan of general 
development of the district which had already been agreed. 
The progress which had been made since the close of the year 
so far supported the opinion that they would be able to 
continue the rate of dividend now recomimended, and next 
year he hoped to submit as satisfactory a state of affairs as 
to-day. Later the speaker referred to the Electricity Supply 
Act, and to the association among the leading London com- 
panies. This was a considerable step in the right direction, 
and he hoped it might go through to its logical conclusion, 
which would not only mean the unification of supply within 
the London area, but also the unification of the interests of 
the companies and authorities at present giving supply within 
that area. | 

Mr. W. F. Fladgate, presiding at the 


Charing Cross, annual meeting on March IIth, said that 
West End and the chief outstanding feature of the year 
City Electricity had been the increase in the units sold 


Supply Co., Ltd. and the consequent increase in the gross 

| revenue. In the City area they had 
reached the highest record ever touched, the output being 
nearly two million units more than in 1911, the previous 
record year. In the West End area the output was the 
highest of any preceding year except 1913, and had the sale 
ol current for public lighting been normal the output for 
even that year would have been exceeded. In 1918 and last 
year they did some of the repairs which during the war it 
was practically impossible to do. They also ordered new 
plant to enable them to get over their difliculties. Untor- 
tunately endeavours In that direction met with no great suc- 
cess; orders long since given, through various causes, more 
particularily the moulders’ strike, had not been filled. For 
instance, a large turbine which should have been in position 
in November last, so as to meet the winter load, he feared, 
would not be delivered until June next. Costs had again 
risen, the main cause being the cost of labour and the 
price of coal. The full effect of the official awards increasing 
the cost of labour had now been felt. Increases sanctioned 
made the war bonus payable to all employés no less than 
33s. 6d. per week, and a further award, increasing the wages 
of some of the engineers, was made in February last. With 
regard to the delivery of coal, they— and all other electrical 
lighting companies—felt that they had not been treated 
fairly by the authorities. They had been practically obliged 
to take whatever was delivered at the price which was fixed, 
and in many cases what had been delivered was little more 
than rubbish. They sincerely hoped that some arrangement 
would be made in the near future to rectify this. In 1914 
their coal bill did not amount to £40,000; in 1918 it was 
£108,000, and last year no less than £157,000. As against 
that, however, receipts had largely increased; those in the 
West End by some £70,000, and in the City by nearly 
£100,000, showing good progress under adverse circumstances. 
Their maximum price in the Citv was fixed after the maxi- 
mum price which was fixed for the competing company, and 
While that company was allowed to go up to а maximum con- 
siderably exceeding theirs, thev had been prevented by the 
authorities from increasing their maximum bevond the very 
moderate one which existed, and one which did not in any 
Way correspond with the increased expenditure involved in 
producing energy. The amount spent upon repairs and main- 
tenance is again very large—in the Citv upwards of £50,000, 
and in the West End some 425.000. Notwithstanding these 
adverse circumstances, {неу found themselves in the position 
ot showing a more satisfactory result so far as the interests 
of shareholders were concerned. During last year their con- 


sulting engineer and engineer-in-chief bad been carefully oon - 
sidering the state of the station at Bow. Much had been 
spent upon repairs, but a considerable amount of capital 
expenditure would be required in order to enable the com- 
pany to meet the calls upon its resources. They did not, 
however, feel any doubt as to the prudence of the alterations 
and additions which they were waking, nor did they think 
they would have any difficulty in arranging for the capital 
expenditure that would be required.. They were giving the 
very greatest attention to an endeavour to decrease the cost 
of coal. They hoped in the latter half of this year improve- 
ments will have been made which will have very satis- 
factory ellects. No alteration has been made in the price 
charged to customers during the year. They looked forward 
to being able to maintain the prosperity of the company in 
the future. The chairman brietly referred to the Electricity 
Supply Bill, and to the appointiuent of the Commissioners. 


The report for the year 1919 shows that 


City of London the additions, extensions, and  replace- 
Electric Lighting iuents under capital account have cost 
Co., Ltd. £23,406; the amount written off is £36,590 


for the year, leaving the net expenditure 
at 41,999,772. Including £283,050 to be carried to reserve, 
that fund now amounts to £336,615. The total revenue for 
the year was £526,872, including £5,756 interest on invest- 
ments and discounts, &c. Generating and distributing costs 
£213,394, repairs and maintenance £21,327, street lighting 
expenses £5,672; rent, rates, taxes, management expenses, 
&c., £97,730, leaving £185,748, plus £20,019 brought forward. 
Interest on loans and debenture stock £23,863; contributions 
to provident and benevolent funds £5,682; written off cost 
of investments £10,000; to reserve £62,130. Preference divi- 
dend 6 per cent., less tax, ordinary dividend 10 per cent., 
and a bonus of 6s. per share on account of reduction of divi- 
dends for 1914 and 1915, less tax. Carried forward to 1990 
£3,050. The directors regard this result as very satisfactory. 
They have been able to give substantial benefits-by the reduc- 
tion of charges to consumers dating from September last. 


The gross revenue from all sources given above compares 


with £359,859 in 1913; and the net revenue of £185,748 coin- 
pares with £149,267 in 1918. Average price obtained per unit 
sold 3.81d., against 3.27d. in 1918. Units generated 38,744,187 
and sold 31,256,348 in 1919; units generated 31,731,491, and 
sold 96,056,600 in 1918. Maximum supply demanded: 1919, 
25,410 KW., 1918, 18,900 kw. Units sold for power 12,092,541 ; 
heating 5,070,399; together 56.76 per cent. of the total private 
sale. The provision of adequate coal supplies has caused 
considerable anxiety; supply was maintained without inter- 
ruption, notwithstanding very irregular deliveries, and the 
sadly inferior qualities obtained. The board has devised an 
employés’ saving deposit scheme. Referring to the Electricity 
Supply Act, the report says that the intentions of the Govern- 
ment to revive the controversy of last session by reintroducing 
certain clauses must inevitably hinder extensions which are 
urgently needed, and cause delay when speedy construction 
is essentially necessary. In the City of London the position 
is urgent, and while the directors would have preferred to 
await disclosure of the Government’s intentions, they have 
felt compelled to take immediate action in the public interest. 
In the belief that the Government cannot seriously desire to 
prevent the provision of an ample supply of electricity, and 
will not penalise those who endeavour to meet the growing 
demands of the community, the directors arranged, before 
the passing of the Act, for the erection of three large power 
units at the Bankside station, together with the necessarv 
converting sub-stations. This plant will be available for the 
supply of electricity in bulk to adjacent electricity supplv 
undertakings, as well as for the company’s own needs. The 
capital expenditure involved is large, but the step is absolutely 
necessary, unless the additional supplies required by existing 
and new consumers are to be refused. Authority is asked 
for to increase the capital to £2,000,000 by the creation of 
£800,000 shares. It 1s proposed to divide each of the existing 
preference and ordinary shares of £10 each into ten £1 shares. 


At an extraordinarv general meeting of 

British the shareholders, held on Monday, Mr. 
Aluminium A. W. Tait, who presided, said the meet- 
Co., Ltd. ing had been called to pass resolutions 
giving effect to the recommendations made 

by the directors to increase the capital to £1,500,000, and to 
capitalise a sum of £400,414, being part of the reserve account, 
and to apply that sum in paying up in full at par 400.414 ordi- 
nary shares, distributing the same to the holders of the exist- 
ing ordinary shares at the rate of two fullv-paid ordinary 
shares in respect of everv three ordinary shares now held. 
If the resolutions were passed that day, they would be sub- 
mitted for confirmation to a meeting to be held on the 30th . 
inst., when further resolutions necessary in connection with 
the carrving out of the scheme would also be submitted. 
It was decided to make the recommendation now, before the 
submission of the accounts for the vear ending December 
3lst, 1919, but it was understood that the annual general 
meeting was to be held on tbe same day as the confirmatory 
meeting. The reserves of the company at the present time: 
were the debenture redemption account of approximately 
£150,000, the general reserve account £470,000, and deprecia- 
tion reserve £400,000. The appropriation of the £400,414 which 
was recommended would come out of the general reserve 
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aecount, leaving з balance of approximately £70,000, subject 
to what miigh be added in respect of the year 1919. The direc- 
tors felt that in making that recommendation they were 
amply justified in view of the inherent strength of the com- 
pany's position, and they were only reinstating part of the 
capital which was written off at the time of the reconstruction 
ten years ago, which amounted to approximately 4520, 000. 
The reinstatement was being made out of the reserves that 
had been built up by the company since reconstruction, and it 
was gratifying alike to the directors as well as to the share- 
holders that they had been able to do so within such a 
comparatively short space of time. While he need not antici- 
pate the report and accounts, he might say that what he 
forecasted at the last annual meeting that the accounts for 
1919 would not be so good as those for the previous year, 
was the case. That was due to the fact that, owing to the 
cessation of hostilities and the accumulation of stocks of 
inaterials in the hands of the Government and of manufac- 
turers, there had been з considerable diminution in the de- 
mand, which continued for at least the first half of the year. 
Since that time, as those stocks became absorbed and the 
industry had got back to its general peacetime manufacture, 
the situation had improved, and to-uay the demand was good, 
although in common with other inanufacturers they were 
experlencing an upward trend in costs, due to the increase 
in prices of materials and labour. The scheme of distribution 
wag a simple one, in so far as the existing shareholders would 
receive two new ordinary shares fully paid for each three 
ordin shares which they now held, and in respect of frac- 
tions, the shares representing those fractions would be allotted 
to trustees who would in due course sell the shares and dis- 
tribute the proceeds in cash to the parties entitled thereto. 
The new shares would rank for dividend as from January 
lst, 1920, and therefore they would not participate in the 
dividend which would be paid in respect of the year 1919. 
The resolutions were carried unanimously. 


The connections at the end of 1919 were 
316,737 H.P., an increase of 7,686 н.р. The 
Tyne Electric profit for the year was £248,194, against 
Supply Co., Ltd. £342,394 for 1918. There is put to reserve 

| for plant renewals and improvements 
£30,000. Including £41,428 brought forward the total available 
profit is £259,022. Interest on debenture stocks, loans, &c., 
£77,393; nothing is put to reserve for special depreciation 
and contingencies other than the equalisation of dividends, ' 
as against £00,000 last year. After paying the preference 
dividend and a total of 8 per cent. per annum on the ordinary 
shares, £9,598 is to be carried forward. Expenditure on 
plant renewals and improvements was 430, The very 
unsettled conditions in trade have had a serious effect upon 
the revenue of the year, but signs of improvement have 
shown themselves since the commencement of the current 
year. The additional capital expenditure of the year was 
£555,811, representing further extensions at Carville and Dun- 
ston power stations, and of the company’s distribution system 
generally, particularly in the northern area, where some im- 
portant leries are in course of being connected to the 
company's system. Negotiationg with the N.E.R. regarding 
a supply of power for the electrification of its main line be- 
tween Newcastle and York are still proceeding. A housing 
scheme has been put in hand for the accommodation of the 
company's employés engaged at the new Tees power station; 
73 houses are 1n course of construction in the neighbourhood 
of Billingham. The share capital was increased in November 
and the whole of the £1,500.000 seven per cent. cumulative 
preference shares have been allotted. 


The annual meeting was held in New- 
castle on the 12th inst., Lieut.-Col. Frank 
R. Simpson, T.D., who presided, said that 
£19,000 had been spent on capital account 
—buildings, £1,627; plant, £9,100; mains, 
&c., £85,273; this would add to the earning 
power of the company. £16,000 had been provided out of 
the year's profits for depreciation, which brought the amount 
written off for depreciation to £59,500. "The provision of a 
certain sum each vear for the redemption of the second de- 
bentures and for the leasehold redemption fund, which now 
amounted to £21,378, was equivalent to making a further 
provision for depreciation. Wages, salaries, rent, rates, coal, 
&c., stood at 458,650, a decrease of £7,333, but on the other 
hand, the total receipts showed a decrease of £7,959, which 
was due to the stoppage of the manufacture of war materials 
and the inevitable disorganisation of the factories during re- 
construction. However, there had been a marked recovery 
in the demand for power, and at the present time, there was 
a large number of inquiries from all quarters. In consequence 
of the increased cost of labour and materials, the directors 
had reluctantly further increased the price of energy to con- 
eumers, though the reduction of 108. per ton in the price of 
domestic coal would enable the company to allow a rebate 
of the accounts of domestic consumers, commencing from 
the present quarter. They had lodged a petition against the 
Newcastle-on-Tvne Corporation Bill which contained clauses 
conferring upon the Corporation powers to supply electrical 
energy to consumers near their tramwavs, which would affect 
the rights of the company. A Joint Industrial. Council for 
the electric supply industry had heen formed, composed of 
representatives of the employers and trade unions, the busi— 


Newcastle-npon- 


Newcastie and 
District Electric 
Lightin 
Co., Ltd. 


ness of which was to consider rates of wages, working hours, 
and all matters affecting the industry. It was expected 
the Council would keep the employers and men closely in 
touch with one another, and would, it was hoped, eliminate 
friction. 
At the annual meeting on March 15th, 
County of London Sir Ernest V. Hiley, K.B.E., who presided 
Electric Supply relerred to the fact that the company had 
Co., Ltd. made satisfactory progress in every direc- 
mE tion in spite of the difficult times through 
which it had passed during the yeur. They were creating 
for the first time a general reserve account, and placing thereto 
a sum of £45,000 out of revenue. An increased dividend of 
l per cent. was to be paid on the ordinary shares, making 
8 per cent. Receipts from sale of current and meter rentals 
showed an increase of 29 per cent., and gross receipts an 
increase of 27 per cent. The total working costs increased by 
£96,261, so that about 70 per cent. of their increased revenue 
had been ewallowed up in increased costs. Owing to the 
rapid growth of the business, the capital expenditure for the 
current year must necessarily be heavy, as they were increas- 
ing the capacity of their Wandsworth station to enable them 
to deal with the greatly increased demand. 'The commercial 
and general progress was in every way satisfactory. The 
gross revenue showed an increase of £124,305. The applica- 
tions for new business showed an increase of 8,599 KW., and 
the sale of units had increased by 2,161,409, while the demand 
on the company’s stations was 7,100 KW. over last year, and 
the number of consumers had increased during the year by 
nearly 3,000. "Their bulk supply business also showed con- 
siderable expansion. The time had now come when they 
must proceed with the long-delayed programme of develo 
ment at Barking which had been held up during the war. 
conclusion, referring to the Electricity (Supply) Act, the 
chairman said that the Bill had been radically amended in 
the House of Lords. the compulsory powers being struck out 
and certain disabilities and restrictiohs under which the 
industry was hampered removed, while many useful pro- 


visions which should шаќегіаПу assist the industry had been 


inserted. The powers of the new Act will be exercised by 
the Electricity Coa sehen appointed under its provisions. 
Upon these Commissioners devolved the responsibility for 
delimiting areas throughout the country, and it was probable 
that London and the surrounding district would be treated 
as one area. Undertakers were to be invited to submit 
schemes in each area, and it was common knowledge that 
several schemes were in course of preparation. It was in- 
evitable that considerable time wust elapse before any com- 
plete scheme could become effective, and probably the more 
comprehensive the scheme, the longer it would take to 
complete. In the meantime, the electrical load of London 
was growing rapidly, and their own company was faced with 
the need of large developments. They therefore proposed 
to proceed with the erection ot the Barking power station, 
designed and equipped on the most up-to-date lines. This 
station would suffice to meet the requirements of their own 
area, and it would be so designed as to be capable of rapid 
expansion to meet in a supplementary manner increased re- 
quirements for bulk supplies which other areas might desire 
to receive. It would thus be their policy to assist in any 
way in their power all reasonable attempts—whether by com- 
panies or local authorities—to solve the common problem of 
securing an ainple cheap and efficient electrical supply for 
the Metropolitan area. It was possible that the Government 
might introduce into Purliament this session a Bill containing 
some of the clauses rejected last year, and the board would 
take all steps to protect shareholders’ interests. The progress 
in the company’s business shown eince the close of the vear 
was even more marked. There was an increase of 23 per cent. 
in the Kw. of new business, and an increase of 22 per cent. 
in the units sent out. Apart from these figures, which were 
themselves a satisfactory indication of the progress and 
vitality of the company's business, the company had now 
reached a stage in its history when an increased margin of 
profit on the capital invested might be anticipated. 


Clarke, Chapman & Co., Ltd.—Final dividend on ordi- 
nary shares ls. 6d. per share, making 2s. 6d. for the year. 
To reserve £20,000; to depreciation £10,798; carried forward, 
subject to balance of excess profits duty for 1918 and 1919, 
474, 973. 

Durham County Electrical Power Distribution Co., Ltd. 
—Profit for the vear £80,575. Available credit balance 
£72,403. Dividend of 18 per cent. for the year on ordinary 
shares (472.000), carrving forward £403. Outlay on capital 
account for the year £8,354. 

Victoria Falls & Transvaal Power Co.—Net earnings, in- 
cluding those of the Rand Mines Power Supply Co.. for 
quarter ended December 31st, 1919, £207,421, before providing 
for taxation. 

The Beauly Electric Supply Co.— Five per cent. dividend 
on ordinary shares. A new generating set has been in- 
stalled. 

Yorkshire Electric Power Co.—Letters of allotment for 
the new issue of debenture stock and ordinary shares were 


posted last week. 
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Llanelly & District Electric Lighting & Traction Co., 
Ltd.—Presiding at the annual meeting, Mr. A. R. Holland 
said that the business of 1919 had been satisfactory. Ex- 
penses had been higher, but the demand for power had very 
materially increased, particularly during the last few months. 
The power plant had been added to and cable extensions were 
proceeding. The plant could not be in service before the 
end of last year as they had hoped, owing to delays in the 
delivery of material. When the new consumers under con- 
tract had been connected up the output of the station would 
be practically doubled, and negotiations were in hand for 
further large contracts. The district, a most important manu- 
facturing centre, was rapidly developing, and the prospects 
of the company for electric supply were most promising. 
They would have to issue some new capital very shortly. 
r paying 7 per cent. dividend, against 5 per cent. 
or i 


Broce Peebles & Co., Ltd.—The report for 1919 states 
that the works were fully employed during the year; an 
extension has been made to the new shop for engineeriny 
work. The results are considered satisfactory, and the pro- 
spects for the current year are encouraging. The profit, in- 
cluding interest on investments, &c., and after deducting 
administration expenses, the amount required for debenture 
service, and provision for excess profits duty, was £47,179, 
plus £3,574 brought forward. Of this, £8, has been put 
to depreciation reserve and £20,000 to general,reserve. The 
preference dividend of 74 per cent. per annum (less income 
tax) is paid, and a further dividend of 24 per cent., making 
10 per cent. for the year; also 74 per cent., less tax, on the 
ordinary shares, leaving £5,462 to be carried forward. Meet- 
ing, Edinburgh, March 19th. 


Brompton & Kensington Electricity Supply Co.. Ltd.— 
Revenue credit balance for 1919 £29,362, plus £2,276 brought 
forward, and other receipts, making a total of £32,948. There 
is written off cost of investments £181, and put to reserve 
fund £8,000; preference dividend 7 per cent.; dividend for 
the year on the ordinary shares 12 per cent.; directors' addi- 
tional remuneration £1,000; to be carried forward £1,230. 
Equivalent of 35 watt lamps connected increased by 30,470 
to 433,152; customers connected increased from 7,013 to 7,389; 
gross receipts £74,045, against £58,759; expenditure £44,683, 
against £40,272; net receipts £29,362, against £18,487. Average 
price obtained per unit 4.614., against 4.13d. in 1918. 


British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.—Profit for 1919, 
after providing for estimated excess profits liability, £328,689, 
plus £99,292 brought forward. From this have to be deducted 
directors’ and debenture trustees’ fees and works committee’s 
remuneration, £7,165; interest on first debenture stock, 
£22,500; interest on second debenture stock £10,000; prefer- 
ence dividend, 430,000; depreciation on buildings, plant, 
machinery, &c., £50,000; to reserve, 450, 000; to first mort- 
gage debenture stock redeinption account, £5,000; ordinary 
dividend total 124 per cent. for the year, and a bonus of 24 
per cent.; carried forward, £103,316. Both the Prescot and 
the Helsby factories were kept busy to their full capacity 
during 1919. 


Rangoon Electric Tramway & Supply Co., Ltd.—At an 
extraordinary general meeting held in don on March 8th 
it was resolved to transfer the control of the company from 
the London board to a new board of directors in. Rangoon. 
In the course of an address at the meeting, Sir F. W. R. Fryer 
said that as the whole of the profits were earned in Burma. 
they were in sympathy with the proposal, as they appreciated 
the hardship of the shareholders residing in Burma anc 
India being called upon to pay English income tax on the 
profits in addition to the Indian income tax. There was 
urgent need for the extension both of the tramways system 
and the electric supply. A large and considerable service of 
extensions was necessary, and was now lony overdue. 


Greenwood & Batley, Ltd.—4According to the Times, 
meetings are being held to approve of the sub-division of 
the £10 shares, both preference and ordinary, into £1 shares: 
to capitalise such reserves as will permit of a distribution 
of additional shares amongst holders of ordinary shares in 
the proportion of one fullv-paid £1 ordinary share for each 
£1 of ordinary capital at present paid up, and to increase the 
authorised capital from £400,000 to £600,000 by the creation 
of 900,000 new shares of £l each. 


Davis & Timmins, Ltd.—The net profit for 1919, includ- 
ing £37,006 brought forward, after allowing for depreciation 
and commission to manager and excess profits tax on account 
of 1918, is £71.661. To general reserve account £2.000; to 
income tax account £7,572. Balance dividend at the rate 
of 10 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares for the last 
half-year, making 8 per cent. per annum for the year (free 
of tax); a bonus of 17 per cent. out of profits ‘free of tax); 
carried forward, subject to special taxation 446, 739. 


Barcelona Traction, Light & Power Co.—The net revenue 
for 1918 available for interest on the bonds n vable in cash 
and for construction expenditure was $2,516,990. against 
$2,354,964 in 1917. The interest payable in cash on the bonds 
for 1918 amounted to $1,109,422—Times. 

Western Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend of 5s. 
per share, free of income tax, for the year ending June 30th, 
1990. 
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Para Electric Railways & Lighting Co., Ltd.—Mr. Follett 
Holt presided at the meeting held in London on 12th inst. 
He said that considering the low prices ruling for rubber it 
was very satisfactory to see that commercial activity at Para 
continued to grow, as shown by an increase of 6 per cent. in 
their passenger traftic, and an increase of 6j per cent. in the 
number of consumers of current. One of the directors had 
recently visited Para, and he reported the tramway and light- 
ing undertakings in an excellent state of repair. The gross 
receipts continued to show expansion for the current year, 
but owing to labour, fuel, and other increases, any gain might 
be more than set off by increased expenditure. On the other 
hand, there might be a material advantage from the very 
much improved value of the milreis for remitting purposes. 
Last year the average value was 14d.; at the present time 
they were receiving 18d. The collection of wild rubber and 
its exports from the Amazon did not show signs of disap- 
pearance, notwithstanding the growth of the plantation rubber 
industry in other parts of the world. Shipments in 1917-18 
were 27,430 tons, and for 1918-1919 33,150 tons. 


Stock Exchange Notlces.—The Committee has specially 
allowed dealings in the undermentioned securities under 
Temporary Regulation 4 (3):— | | 

Eastern Extension, Australasia & China Telegraph Co., Ltd. 
100, 000 shares of £10 each, £1 paid, Nos. 300,001 to 400,000. 

Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd.—1,000,000 ordinary shares of 
£1 each, 2s. paid, Nos. 1 to 1,000,000. 

Globe Telegraph & Trust Co., Ltd.—60,376 ordinary shares 
of £10 each, £1 paid, Nos. 181,198 to 241,508. 

Underground Electric Railways Co. of London, Ltd.— 
£700,000 6 per cent. 3-year notes, 1920-23. 

Western Telegraph Co., Ltd.—103,965 shares of £10 each, 
£1 paid, Nos. 907,931 to 511,895. 

Yorkshire Electric Power Co.— £930,000 53 per cent. redeem- 
able debenture stock (issued at 88 per cent., of which £16 
has been paid up); and 40,000 ordinary shares of £10 each, 
£2 paid, Nos. 42,577 to 82,576, after issue of allotment letters. 

Application has been made to the committee to appoint a 
special settling day in :— 

Mann Egerton & Co., Ltd.—68,357 preference shares of £1 
each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 68,357. 


Bournemonth & Poole Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.— Mr. 
J. A. Hosker, presiding at the annual meeting, suid that the 
results were a considerable improvement over last year. 
Beceipts from sale of current and meter rentals had increased 
by 16 per cent. The total working costs increased by 
£10,844. The cost of fuel burnt had increased 10 per cent. 
The balance was £20,640, compared with £15,528 in the pre- 
vious year. With regard to the general business of the com- 
pany, applications representing 1,695 Kw. bad been secured, 
as compared with 425 kW. last year. The trading department 
continued to be very successful, the net profit having reached 
£3,393, as against £1,331. The number of men employed 
by the trading department had trebled owing to growing 
demands for electric wiring. These figures were a good in- 
dication of the progress and potentialities of the company. 
Since the close of the year there had been an increase of 
24 per cent. in the units generated and 158 per cent. in the 
KW. applied for. They were considering the best means of 
raising funds for the necessary capital expenditure to meet 
the growing business. 


Constantinople Telephone Co.—The financial Press states 
that & meeting of the holders of 6 per cent. obligation bonds 
will be held in London on March 24th, to consider a scheme 
of arrangement providing for the funding of the arrears ^f 
interest and the debts due to contractors and others for the 
supply of materials and for work done. The scheme of ar- 
rangement provides for the issue of a certificate for £20 and 
the payment in cash of £1 on each obligation representing 
the arrears of interest up to and including the coupon due 
July 1st, 1919, of £30, less tax of £9. The certificates are 
to be paid off in June. 1934, and in the meantime to bear 
interest at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, payable half- 
yearly on January lst and July Ist. The due date of the 
obligations to be extended from June, 1929, to June, 1934. 
The right of conversion of obligations into shares to be 
extended from June, 1917, to June. 1923. On the approval 
s scheme the coupon due January Ist last to be paid in 
cash. | 


Isle of Thanet Electric Tramways & Lighting Со., Ltd.— 
For the year ended September last the balance at credit of 
revenue account is £28,054. £1,372 to reserve; £5,691 to 
permanent way reserve; £6,548 to rolling-stock reserve; £494 
to cost of motor vehicles, and 43.954 carried forward. It is 
hoped to resume pavment of a dividend on preference shares 
for year ending September 30th, 1921. 


British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd.—Mr. A. F. Berry 
presided at an extraordinary general meeting held at the 
works at Hayes, when new articles of association were 
adopted. The chairman said that matters were moving very 
rapidly in the development of the company, and the new 
articles were necessary to euable the directors to speed up. 


W. T. Henlev's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd.—Final divi- 
dend on the ordinary shares of 2s. 6d. per share, less income 
tax. making, with the interim dividend of 6d. per share paid 
in September, 1919, 3s. per share for the year. 
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New Issues.—Four telegraph companies have been offer- 
ing shares to existing holdera this week. The Western Tele- 
graph Co. bas been offering 103,965 shares of £10 each; the 
Hastern Telegraph Co., Ltd., 1,000,000 shares of 41 each; the 
Eastern Extension, &c., Co., 100,000 shares of £10 each; and 
the Globe Telegraph & Trust Co., Ltd., 60,376 ordinary shares 
of £10 each. 

Manila Electric Railroad & Lighting Corporation.—Divi- 
dend of 14 per cent. for the quarter ending March, on the 
common capital stock. 

Alley & Maclellan, Ltd.—Lividend on ordinary shares 6 


per cent. per annum for 1919. To depreciation £14 571; 
to reserve £20,000; carried forward 47, 315. 


‘Ibbotson Bros. & Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend at the rate 
of 5 per cent. per annum, free of tax. 


‘Liverpool District Lighting Co., Ltd.—Dividend 5 per 
cent. per annum, less tax, for 1919. ; 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

Stock EXCHANGE inarkets ure iu no pleasant wood. What to 
make of the Gerinan Revolution provides a puzzle. The vast 
outpourings of new issues that want to make financial hay i 
pre-Budget days are absorbing money at a pace which 
threatens the maintenance of the 6 per cent. Bank Rate. 
Political developments at home aud abroad are anything but 
consolatory to holders of securities. All these considerations 
are subsidiary to Ше apprehensions of capital levy that centre 
round the Budget. Stock Exchange business is quiet. Sellers 
preponderate in all save a few favoured markets. Everyone 
cries he has no money. Plenty of stock, doubtless, but Little 
liquid cash. The which, faced by a 7 per cent. Bank Rate 
in the probably close future, is not a position making tor 
buoyancy, bullishness or contidence. 

The Eastern Telegraph, Western, Eastern Extension and 
Globe Telegraph cumpanies have duly distributed allotments 
of their new shares to fortunate allottees. A word, apologetic 
and diffident, шау be of some slight service to holders of the 
stocks, warning those hoiders not to consign their papers to 
the wastepaper basket. Odd as it may sound to the informed, 
quite a lot of investors do throw away such rights, especially 
when they see thut they are asked to subscribe more money, 
as, for ехашріе, in these cable cases. If the allottee does not 
wish to take up the proportion, it can be sold. The premium 
on the new Eastern Telegraph shares is 6s. to 55.; on the 
other three it ranges from 758. to 808. per share. Where 
possible, the new shares should be taken up. In due time 
they will rank with the senior issues and provide a fine in- 
vestment paying handsomely on the money. Some people 
are selling their old in order to provide cash for the new, 
and because of this, Eastern ordinary 18 down this week 
12 points, Western shares are 25s. lower and Eastern Exten- 
sions 105. The shrinkage has lowered the prices to much 
the same levels as they occupied before the recent announce- 
ment of the 10 per cent. dividends and the issue of new stock 
at par, but the quotations are now ex rights, of course. 
Nevertheless, at the present quotations, the yields are again 
tempting, on the assuinption that the 10 per cent. dividend 
will be maintained in the future. And of that there seems 
to be little doubt. 

American exchange is jumping about in extraordinary 
fashion, producing rises and falls in dollar securities that vary 
from 5 to 10 points in a day without a ha'p'orth of stock 
changing hands. The Anglo-American Telegraph issues (ster- 
ling) continue to fall; the deferred is down to 154, showing a 
good yield on money invested at that price. Marconis slid 
back from 44 to 3 15-16 in the general disturbance that has 
shaken up all the markets. Canadians fell back to 12s. 3d. 
American Marconis are out of it”; dealings remain per- 
force in suspense until the conversion into Radio shares is 
complete and the new certificates arrive on this side. Gas 
and Electric Light of Baltimore rose 7 to 130 on the declara- 
tion of a final dividend, making 8 per cent. 

Callenders weakened to 4%. Н eased off to 23. The 
final dividend of 2s. 6d. ou the latter makes 3s. per share, 
15 per cent. for the year. Metropolitan-Vickers preference 
went back sharply to 2%, and other Construction shares are 
somewhat heavy. Siemens drooped a few pence to 295. 6d., 
and Electric Constructions are ls. down at 94s. British In- 
sulated picked up to 24. General Electrie new ordinary ad- 
vanced to 6s. Gd. premium, these being the shares distributed 
in right at Ys. Upon the allotinent of the new public issue. 
the price of all the new ordinary shares fell back to 58. pre- 
mium, while the latest preference are quoted at 1s. 6d. dis- 
count. The existing ordinary at 36s. 3d. are easier on the 
week. Automatic Telephones remained about 195. Probably 
the holders who have not signified willingness to exchange 
into the new International Company may be able, if they 
so desire, to do this for a few days longer. | 

City of London Electric ordinary are 2s. 6d. up on the issue 
of a very satisfactory report. The market looks for bonus 


additions to the dividend until the war-years ravages hare 
been entirely wiped out. London Electrica are again | up. 
South Londons keep hard at 2g, and a buyer ot 2 shares 
has found his order untilled, [or lack of sellers, though be 
has been trying to get this haudful during the past two or 
three weeks. Newcastle Electric preference hardened to 
215, 3d., but the dulness this week brought in a few hundred 
shares offered at а guinea. ‘The recently-offered Lancashire 
Power Construction 6 per cent. preference, tax free up to 6s. 
in the pound, can be bought at 208. or a shade less, and the 
partly paid shares stand about sixpence discount. Shropshire 
and Staffordshire Electric Power 6 per cent. preference shares 
were done early this week at 135. 114d., suggesting a " Bar- 
zuin Counter price at a drapery store. 

The County of London meeting produced a very hopeful 
speech froin the chairman, and is worth reading in extens 
bv anyone interested in the lighting industry as a whole. It 
has had no effect, so far, upon share values in the Stock Er- 
change market. 

Home Railways remain heavy and the public apathetic to 
what attractions the stocks may possess. Metropolitan Con- 
sulidated has weakened to 21, Underground Incomes to 1, 
and Districts to 174. British Columbia Electrics are again 
lower, and Brazilian Tractions are down 14 on French selling. 
About Mexicans there is nothing hopeful to record. The 
Indian shares remain firm. Bombay preference are up to 19, 
and the ordinary has risen to 155. Engineering issues are 
fairly hard. The Rubber list weakened with the price of the 
product, now a shade below half-a-crown per ]b. In arma 
ments, only languid interest is shown—indeed, that same 
sentence can be truthfully applied to a good many of the 
recently-popular industrial sections round the Stock Exchange 


markets. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 
Нома ELBEOTRIOITY COMPANIES. 


Dividend Price 

— March 16, Yield 

1938, 1929. 1990. or fall. p» 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. .. 4 1 — 908 
do. do. do 4Pref... 4 4 = ase 
Chelsea. oe oe ee ee 8 4 — 6 81 
City of London ae ЕР ste 8 10 1 +1 117 
lo. do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 — 648 
County of London .. 55 is 7 8 9 — 8 23 
do do. 6 percent. Pref. 6 б 9 — 613 4 
Kensington Ordinary se ox 0 7 — A18 4 
London Eleotrio  .. иЗ .. Nil 2 1 +18 516 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 6 — ant 
Metropolitan.. 35 „ В 341d 801 
do. 4 per cent. Pref. a ШИ 2 — 116 6 
Bt. James’ and Pall Mall .. 10 18 6 — 8 16 10 
Bouth London ae oe a 6 6 — 412 8 
South Metropolitan Pref... ы Л 1 19/6 — 131 
Westminster Ordinary .. .. 8 10 5i — 8 10 6 

TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref, on ee 6 6 87 -] 6 17 1 
до. Def. .. « BA Цц 1 -à 931 
Chile Telephone .. ‘8 6 6 — чид 
Cuba Sub. Ord. АЕ РЕ е. | 1 104 : — 6 18 4 
Eastern Extension .. m" .. B 10 151 —4à 3790 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. . œ B 10 158 -19 ‘6108 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. ... 8 10 ха — 1 6 9 
do. do. Pref. oe E 8 б QRxd 25 6 4 Ё 
Great Northern Tel. » . 29 — 24 — 2.34 
Indo- European = е . 18 — 484 — 618 4 
Marconi „ . 95 — 8}; —i 6 11 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. .. 10 — rm — 416 0 
United R. Plate Tel. „„ ЙА = 8 — 5 0 4 
West India and Panama . 18 — 14, = 519 A 
Western Telegraph.. .. .. 8 10 153 —-M 6 7 6 
Homs Rats, : | 

Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 47) — RR 
Metropolitan. 1 21 -l 5191 

do. Озо ..  .. Nil NA 17 — Nil 

Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 4 — Nil 

do. do "A" Nil! Nil 6/6 — Nil 
до. do. Income .. 5 4 т —1 $n 8 

Forzgzian TRAMS, 

Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil Nil 8? = Ж 

до. do. 2nd Pre. — — 5t = pH 
do. do. 6 Deb. . 5 5 634 — 715 0 

Brazil Tractions ..  .. — — 534 -lj p 
Bombay Electric Pref... — 6 6 19 + { 880 
British Columbia Eleo. Rly. Pfce. 5 5 61 — 828 
do. do. Preferrred 24 5 51 -1 gu 3 
do. do. Deferred Nil 3 41 -9 717 
do. do. Deb... а е Toi 

Mexico Trams b percent, Bonds.. NI Nil 384 — NU 

do. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 29 — Nil 

Mexican Light Common . Nil Nil 17 = Nil 

do. Prem. Nil Nil — Nil 

йо, Ist Bonds... .. Ni Nil 51 = = 

MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 

Babcock & WiIco n. 15 — 3) = 459% 
British Aluminium Ord. .. . 10 10 ay: -$ (n? 
British Insulated Ord. — .. ll 123 15 94. + 11 
Callenders  .. 3 T ee 25 € 84 — i 7 0H 
Я Pref... .. .. 63 4 — 6 16 10 

Castner Kellner 22 | — 4 — = 
Crompton Ord. «e .. © 10 = 22/- = 9 110 
Edison-Bwan, ' A е по " = 8 0 8 
do. do. Bpercent. Deb. .. 5 5 794 = 05? 
Electric Construction ф .. .. 10 — 21/- - 1 8653 
Gen Elec. Pref... ..  .. 64 6 16 — 40 
do rd. ue" o. AOL ce 1:1 = 5 10 
Henley „* ee ee ee se 25 1 27 раска i 6 6 : 
do. 44 Pref.. E a ss 44 43 38 ae 641 
India-Rubber.. - ES . 10 - 16 = 457 
Met.-Vickers Pref, .. Us Sis, us ч 4; _ oud 
Stemens Ord... МА ИА . W 10 bane а K, ile 1 
Telegraph Con, Se i . 90 W 28 = м 5 0 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 
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IMPERIAL WIRELESS | 


Тнв following abstract gives - the leading features of the 
ptoposal for a network of wireless communications to serve 
the needs of the whole British Empire which we: briefly 
abstracted last week, and which has been submitted by 
Messrs. Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd., to the sub- 
committee appointed to investigate this question: 

The principles which it is suggested should govern: the 
drewing-up of an Empire-wide. scheme of wireless communi- 
cations are as follows :— 

1. That such trunk routes and branch routes be provided, 
as will enable England to obtain wireless communication 
with any part of the Empire. i 

2. That any part of the Empire be capable: of comuunicat- 
ing with any ship suitably de, wer with modern wireless 
receivers, in whatever sea she roughly speaking between 
latitude 60 N. and 50 8. 

3. That no submarine cable be relied upon to form part 
of this network of communications 

4. That the use of land telegraph lines be, as iar as pos- 
sible, avoided; and that these lines be restricted to the 
passage of messages between the public and the nearest 
wireless station. 

5. That, where alternative routes are available: sich as 
between England and South Africa, via the East Goat, or 
West Coast, both routes be provided. 

6. That, on the trunk routes, automatic ТЕСИ апа 
reception at a speed of not less than one hundred words per 


COMMUN ICATIONS. 


6. That the main trunk transmitting - area, main feeder 
transmitting area, and main receiving area, be operated by 
пе of underground cables from a central control office: 

That the central control office be situated in a convenient 
Жу ме centre of the country (e.g., London, in the. саве 
of England); and that, in order to reduce to a minimum the 
length of underground cables, the transmitting and receiving 
areas be situated as near thereto as is consistent with effi- 
cient duplexing, cost of land, &c. MN 

8. That each main feeder station be designed to communi- 
cate with one or more corresponding local feeder stations; 
and that each local feeder station comprise two transmitting 
stations and two receiving stations all operated from one 
building, one pair for communication with ‘the main feeder 
station and the other pair for communication with the various 
coastal and other small local stations in the neighbourhood 
of the local feeder station. 

9. That trunk and feeder stations employ continuous, or 

" undamped," waves for the transmission of signals. 

10. That, also, small local stations employ continuous 
waves. 

11. That, it found desirable in the future, aringements 
be made to link up the proposed point-to-point network of 
fixed stations with any existing system of mobile 
stations which may be in use to maintain communication 


with units at sea or in the air. 


19; That; if desirable, arrangements be made at any of the 


ped. 


Ета. 1. —PRroposep Main TRUNK WIRELESS COMMUNICATION Roures. 
The numbers represent great-circle distances in nautical miles 


inmute be provided; and that separate trahsmitting’ and 
receiving stations be erected, in order that the service may 
be duplexed, i.e., available for simultaneous transmission 
and reception. 

7. That as much foreign traffic as possible be attracted to 
the network, in order that the system be at least self ‘sup- 
porting us a commercial enterprise ; it being understood that 

мы treatment could be accorded to British traffic. 

h an arrangement would clearly be politically and strate- 
ically advantageous to the Empire. 

In order to construct the wireless network in accordance 
with the principles above enumerated, it is proposed that 
the final aims should be as follows :— 

l. That main trunk stations be erected for communication 
over long distances. (It may not be necessary to erect all 
the main trunk stations immediately.) 

2. That no trunk station be required to communicate with 
more than one corresponding station; and that, in сопзе- 
quence, each country be provided with a separate trunk 
station for each route to which it forms a terminal. 

3. That, in a country which forms the terminal of more 
than one route, the various trunk transmitting stations be 
erected as close together as avoidance of mutual induction 
will allow; and that, consequently, there be only one trunk 
transmitting area in any country. 

4. That, in conjunction ‘with the айй transmitting area, 
smaller transmitting stations be erected, to serve аз main 
feeder transmitting stations; and that they be situated within 
one main feeder transmitting urea. 

`5. That all trunk receiving stations and main feeder Te- 
ceiving stations be situated close together within a main 
receiving area. 


should employ а continuous, or 


stations ќо‘ к a reasonable time in к 24 Кый to 
sending. шна ut hand speed to ships (where tbe wave 
length is suita s to the sending out of scientific and ordi- 
nary time signals, and to similar services; it being under- 
stood, however, that main trunk stations should not. be 
expected to send {о ships not speciälly fitted to receive the 
long waves which these stations: must employ. As the earn- 
ing power per minute of such stations working at automatic 
speed would be considerable; and as, therefore, it would be 
commercially most undesirable to use them except for their 
normal services, so far as possible, such subsidiary services 
should be performed by the main or local feeder stations. 

The transmitters installed at the trunk and feeder stations 
" undamped," wave system. 
The extensive employment of continuous waves has, until 
recently, been restricted, owing to lack of suitable methods 
of generating them. We have been limited to the timed 
spark and the arc. Neither of these systems can be recom- 
mended, in view of the rival claims of the high-frequency 
alternator and of the valve. 

To obtain a giren aerial current in any aerial, the ratio of 
power put into a valve to that put into an arc on a * dash ” 
18 approximately as two is to five. The valve avoids the 
necessity of an elaborate water-cooling system, and is steadier 
and more reliable in operation than is the arc. As, during 
signaling, the load of the valve is interrupted, and that of 
the arc is continuous, the overall energy taken during a given 
period of transmission by the valve, as compared with that 
taken by the arc, is much less than that represented by ‘the 
ratio of two to five. Apparatus is already being assembled 
capable of dealing efficiently with an output of 100 kilowatts. 
The corresponding aerial power is confidently. expected to be 
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New Issues.—Four telegraph compariies have been offer- 
ing shares to existing holders this week. The Western Tele- 
graph Co. has been offering 103,965 shares of £10 each; the 
Eastern Telegraph Co., pos 1,000,000 shares of £l each; the 
Eastern Extension, K., 100 000 shares of. £10 each ; and 
GI £19 each. Telegraph & Teac Co., Ltd., 60,376 ordinary shares 
0 each 


Manila Electric Railroad & Lighting Corporation.—Divi- 
dend of 14 per cent. for the quarter ending March, on the 
common capital stock. 


Alley & Maclellan, Ltd. Pividend on. ordinary shares 6 
per cent. per annum for 1919. To depreciation £14.577; 
to reserve £20,000; carried forward £7,315. 


‘Ibbotson Bros. & Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend at ше гаїе 
of 5 per cent. per annum, free of tax. 


Liverpool District Lighting Co., ма. Dividend 5 per 
cent. per annum, less tax, for 1919. 
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STOCKS AND SHARES. 
TUESDAY EVENING. 


Stock EXCHANGE murkets аге in no pleasant mood. What to 
make of the German Revolution provides a puzzle. The vast 
outpourings of new issues that want to make financial hay in 
pre-Budget days are absorbing money at a pace which 
threatens the maintenance of the 6 per cent. Bank Rate. 
Political developinente at home and abroad are anything but 
consolatory to holders of securities. All these considerations 
are subsidiary to the apprehensions of capital levy that centre 
round the Budget. Stock Exchange business is quiet. Sellers 
preponderate in all save a few favoured markets. Everyone 
cries he has no money. Plenty of stock, doubtless, but Little 
liquid cash. The which, faced by a 7 "рег cent. Bank Rate 
in the probably close future, is not à position making for 
buoyancy, bullishness or contidence. 

The Eastern Telegraph, Western, Eastern Extension and 
Globe Telegraph companies have duly distributed allotments 
of their new shares to fortunate allottees. A word, apologetic 
and diffident, may be of some slight service to holders of the 
stocks, warning those holders not to consign their papers to 
the wastepaper basket. Odd as it may sound to the intormed, 
quite a lot of investors do throw away such rights, especially 
when they see that they are asked to subscribe more money, 
as, for example, in these cable cases. If the allottee does not 
wish to take up the proportion, it can be sold. The premium 
on the new Eastern Telegraph shares is 68. to 8s.; on the 
other three it ranges from 758. to 808. per bee Where 
possible, the new shares should be taken up. In due time 
they will rank with the senior issues and provide a fine in- 
vestment paying handsomely on the money. Some people 
are selling their old in order to provide cash for the new, 
and because of this, Eastern ordinary is down this week 
12 points, Western shares are 95s. lower and Eastern Exten- 
sions lUs. The shrinkage has lowered the prices to much 
the same levels as they occupied before the recent announce- 
ment of the 10 per cent. dividends and the issue of new stock 
at par, but the quotations are now ex rights, of course. 
Nevertheless, at the present quotations, the yields are again 
teinpting, on the assumption that the 10 per cent. dividend 
wil be maintained in the future. And of that there seems 
to be little doubt. 

American exchange is jumping about in extraordinary 
fashion, producing rises and falls in dollar securities that vary 
from 5 to 10 points in a day without a ha'p'orth of stock 
changing Pande The Anglo-American Telegraph issues (ster- 
ling) continue to fall; the deferred is down to 184, showing a 
good yield on money invested at that price. Marconis slid 
back from 44 to 3 15-16 in the general disturbance that has 
shaken up all the markets. Canadians fell back to 12s. 3d. 
American Marconis are out of it”; dealings remain per- 


force in suspense until the conversion into Radio shares is 


complete and the new certificates arrive on this side. Gus 
and Electric Light of Baltimore rose 7 to 180 on the declara- 
tion of a final dividend, making 8 per cent. | 

Callenders weakened to RE, Henley: eased off to 23. The 
final dividend of 9з. 6d. on the latter makes 3s. per share, 
15 per cent. for the year. Metropolitan-Vickers preference 
went back sharply to 2%, and other Construction shares are 
somewhat heavy. Siemens drooped a few pence to 29s. 6d., 
and Electric Constructions are ls. down at 94s. British In- 
sulated picked up to 24. General Electric new ordinary ad- 
vanced to 6s. 6d. premium, these being the shares distributed 
in right at Ws. I pon the allotment of the new public issue, 
the price of all the new ordinary shares fell back to 58. pre- 
mium, while the latest preference are quoted at ls. 6d. dis- 
count. The existing ordinary at 36s, 3d. are easier on the 
week. Automatic Telephones remained about 19s. Probably 
the holders who have not signitied willingness to exchange 
into the new International. Company way be able, if they 
во desire, to do this for a few days longer. 

City of London Electric ordinary are Ys. 6d. up on the issue 
of a very satisfactory report. The market looks for bonus 


additions to the dividend until the war-years’ ravages have 
been entirely wiped out. London Electrics are again $ up. 
South Londons keep hard at 2, and a buyer of 20 shares 
has found his order unfilled, for lack of sellers, though he 
has been trying to get this handful during the past two or 
three weeks. Newcastle Electric preference hardened to 
218. 3d., but the dulness this week brought in a few hundred 
shares offered at a guinea. The recently-offered Lancashire 
Power Construction 6 per cent. preference, tax free up to 6s. 
in the pound, can be bought at 20s. or a shade less, and the 
partly paid shares stand a out sixpence discount. Shropshire 
and Staffordshire Electric Power 6 рег cent. preference shares 


were done early this week at 13s. 114d., suggesting a '' Bar- 
gain Counter price at a drapery store. 
The County of London meeting produced a very hopeful 


speech from the chairman, and is worth reading in extenso 
by anyone interested in the lighting industry as a whole. It 
has had no effect, so far, upon share values in the Btock Ex- 
change market. 

Home Railways remain heavy and the public apathetic to 
what attractions the stocks may Metropolitan Con- 
solidated has weakened to 21, Underground Incomes to 71, 
and Districts to 174. British Columbia Electrics are again 
lower, and Brazilian Tractions are down 14 on French selling. 
About Mexicans there is nothing hopeful to record. The 
Indian shares remain firm. Bombay preference are up to 19, 
and the ordinary has risen to 155. Engineering issues are 
fairly hard. The Rubber list weakened with the price of the 
product, now a shade below half-a-crown per Ib. In arma- 
ments, only languid interest is shown--indeed, that same 
sentence can be truthfully applied to a good many of the 
recently-popular industrial sections round the Stock Exchange 
markets. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES. 
Honk Exzornicrry COMPANIES, 
Dividend Price 


— March 18, Y 


Brompton „ө ee ee 8 13 — £8 16 10 
Charing Cross ee oo 6 7 — 9 0 * 8 
до. йо. SERE ec 4$ 44 — 8 8 B. 
Chelsea. . T 8 4 — 6 8 1 
City of London 8 10 1 + ё 717 
o. йо. 6 per cent. Pref. . 6 3 — 648 
County of London 1 8 9 — 8 2 2 
do. 6 per cent. Pref, : А 9 . — d { 
кекен ralnary . T | ; — 
London Electric Nil 4 1 +18 526 
do. e 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 — 8 11 6б 
t, Prot — ü 4^ Т 718 8 
сеп 0 == f 
Bt. Jem Ni 10 12 6 — 8 16 10 
Bouth London . 6 6 — 7 12 8 
South Metropolitan Pref. . — 7 7 19/6 — тзт 
Westminster Ordinary  .. . 8 10 58 — . 810 6 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Angio-Am. Tel. Pref. 6 6 87 —1 617 1 
do. Def. wi № =; $ Й 8 2 
Chile De aN à <a 2 6 — *4 18 9 
Cuba 0 oe oe 1 "7 1 * — 6 18 4 
Bastern Extension .. " B 10 157 — 3 % 7 0 
Bastern Tel. Ord. .. - B 10 158 — 19 *610 9 
do. do. ” Pref. i " 6 в 9йха — 6 4n 
Great Northern Tel. T . 99 — 94 — 9 B 4 
Indo-European M S è 18 — — 618 
Marooni ыз za ie Qo B — N — { 6 7 7 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. 2 10 — 2 — 416 0 
United R. Plate Tel. E . 8 — 8 — *5 0 3g 
West India and Panama .. . M8 — 14. — 519 n 
Western Telegraph.. " 8 10 153 —14 *6 7.9 
Homs FAILS, | 
Central rondon Ord. кие. + 4 475 — 8 B 6 
. š v: 1 it 21. —1 5 19 
District ы Nil N 174 — і Nil 
Underground Ele кенш Ordinary.. Nil Nil 23 — Nil 
Ni! Nil 6/6 — Nil 
do. do. озше ea $ 4 7¹ —1 3 12 8 
| | Foreign TRAMs, 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil Nil — mum 
890. do. 2nd Pref. ee — — at =» — 
do. 6 Deb. i 6 5 63a — 715 0 
Brazil Tractions . "m 3 — — 534 —1 — 
Bombay Electric Pref. . 6 6 19 + 4 8 8 0 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Ptoe. 5 5 61 — 8 28 
do. do.  Preferrred 2 5 51 —1 914 2 
do. do. Deb. a 6 — 7 0 6 
Mexico Trames per cent. Bonds.. N 1 88 — Nil 
do. т cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil — Nil 
Mexican Light mmon .. .. Nil Nil 17 — Nil 
do. Pref. PA . Nil Nil — Nil 
do. 1st Bonds .. . Ni Nil 51 — — 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. ae . 15 — 33 — 45 9 
British Aluminium Ога, .. .. 10 10 27. — à 417 O 
British Insulated Ord.  .. .. 194 15 94 +k 7 1 2 
Callenders .. a e . 25 —— — t 7 010 
Pref. .. Ps се 393 62 44 — 6 16 10 
Castner Kellner .. .. 20 — 4 = — 
Crompton Ord. ; ite . 10 — 22 / — 9 110 
Edison-BSwan, А * .. 10 — 1} — 8 0 0 
do. do. брег cent. Deb. .. 5 5 793 — 6 5 9 
Zleotrio Sones rene e .. .. 10 — 21/. — 1/- 8.6 8 
Gen. Eleo. Pref. . vs s 64 64 15/6 — 706 
do. Ord. ee oe 10 ут 1 ra €: б *5 10 4 
Henley .. .. .. .. .. W 15 24 ee 6 6 4 
do. 4$ Pref.. NN M a 44 44 gg б- 6 4 3 
India-Rubber.. АР . . 10 : 16 = 'ü 5 U 
Met.-Vickera Pret, . T a .. -5 N э, Өү, b 11 4 
Siemens Ord... és os SQ 10 10 297011 — td. *6 lo 7 
Telegraph Con. es oe - 90 20 28 — 4 5 0 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 
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IMPERIAL WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS. 


Тнв following abstract gives - the leading features of the 
proposal for a network of wireless communications ‘to serve 
the needs of the whole British Empire which we briefly 
abstracted last week, and which has been submitted by 
Messrs. Marconi's Wireless. Telegraph Co., Ltd., to the sub- 
committee appointed to investigate this question: 

The principles which it is suggested should: govern the 
drawing-up of an Empire-wide. scheme of wireless communi- 
cations are as follows :— 

1. That such trunk routes and branch routes be provided, 
as will enable England to obtain wireless commutiicatton 
with any part of the Empire. 

2. That any part of the Empire be capable of communicat- 
ing with any ship suitably equipped ‘with modern wireless 
receivers, in whatever sea she be; roughly speaking between 
үш 60 N. and 50 S. 

3. That no submarine cable be relied upon to form part 
of this network of communications. 

4. That the use of land regiam] lines be, as far as pos- 
sible, avoided; and that these restricted to the 
passage of messages between the publi and the nearest 
wireless station. 

5. That, where alternative routes are lde sach as 
between England and South Africa, via the East Goast, or 
West Coast, both routes be provided. 

6. That, on the trunk routes, automatic ан dion and 
reception at a speed of not less than one hundred words per 


t b.. 


6. That the main trunk ‘transmitting area, main feeder 
transmitting area, and main receiving area, be operated by 
аш; of underground cables from a central control office: 

That the central control office be situated in.a convenient 
sr. centre of the country (¢.g., London, in the. case 
of England); and that, in order to reduce to a minimum the 
length: of underground cables, the transmitting and receiving 
areas be situated as near thereto as is Бора ene with etti- 
cient duplexing, cost of land, &c. 

8. That each main feeder station be dédined to communi- 
cate with one or more corresponding local feeder stations; 
and that each local feeder station comprise twp transmitting 
stations and two receiving stations all operated from one 
building, one pair for communication with the main feeder 
station and the other pair for communication with the various 
coastal and other small local stations in the neighbourhood 
of the local feeder station. | 

9. That trunk and feeder stations employ continuous, ог 

" undamped," waves for the transmission of signals. 


10. That, also, small local stations employ continuous 
waves. i 
11. That, и found desirable in the future, айша ена 


be made to link up the proposed point-to-point network of 
fixed stations with any existing system of mobile 


stations which may be in use to maintain communication 
with units at sea or in the air. 
12. That, if desirable, arrangements be made at any of the 


Fro. 1.—Prorosep MAIN TRUNK WIRELESS Comonication Roures. AS AD 
The nunibers represent great-circle distances in nautical miles mE | | 


inmute be provided; and that separate trahsmitting’ and 
receiving stations be erected, in order thaf the service muy 
be duplexed, i.e., available for simultaneous transmission 
and reception. 

7. That as much foreign traffic as possible be attracted to 
the network, in order that the system be at least ‘self ‘sup- 
porting as a commercial enterprise; it being understood that 

referential: treatment could be accorded to British traffic. 

such am arrangement would clearly be politically and strate- 
gically advantageous to the Empire. 

In order to construct the wireless network in accordance 
with the principles above enumerated, it is proposed that 
the final aims should be as follows :— 

1. That main trunk stations be erected for communication 
over long distances. (It may not be necessary to erect all 
the main trunk stations immediately.) 

2. That no trunk station be required to communicate with 
more than one corresponding station; and that, in conse- 
quence, each country be provided with a separate trunk 
station for each route to which it forms a terminal. 

3. That, in à country which forms the terminal of more 
than one route, the various trunk transmitting stations be 
erected as close together as avoidance of mutual induction 
will allow; and that, consequently, there be only one trunk 
transmitting area in any country. 

4. That, in conjunction with the iran transmitting area, 
smaller transmitting stations be erected, to serve as main 
feeder transmitting stations; and that they be situated within 
one main feeder transmitting area. 

5. That all trunk receiving stations and main feeder re- 
ceiving stations be situated close together within a main 
receiving area. 


should employ a continuous, or 


stations to’ devote 4 reasonable time in eke 24 hours to 
sending niessages ut hand speed to ships (where tbe. wave 
length is suitable), to the sending ont of scientific and ordi- 
nary time signals, and to similar services; it being under- 
stood, however, that main trunk stations should not. be 
expected to send to ships not speciálly fitted to receive the 
long waves which these stations must employ. As the earh- 
ing power per minute of such stations working at automatic 
speed would be considerable; and as,- therefore, it would -he 
commercially most undesirable to use them except for their 
normal services, so far as possible, such subsidiary services 
should be performed by the main or local feeder stations: 

The transmitters installed at the trunk and feeder stations 
" undamped," wave system. 
The extensive employment of continuous waves has, until 
recently, been restricted, owing to lack of suitable methods 
of generating them. We have been limited to the timed 

spark and the arc. Neither of these systems can be recom- 
mended, in view of the rival claims of the high-frequency 
alternator and of the valve. 

To obtain a given aerial current in any aerial, the ratio of 
power put into a valve to that put into an arc on a * dash " 
is approximately as two is to five. The valve avoids the 
necessity of an elaborate water-cooling system, and is steadier 
and more reliable in operation than is the arc. As, during 
signalling, the load of the valve is interrupted, and that of 
the arc is continuous, the overall energy taken during a given 
period of transmission by the valve, as compared with that 
taken by the arc, is much less than that represented by ‘the 
ratio of two to five. Apparatus is already being assembled 
capable of dealing efficiently with an output of 100 kilowatte. 
The corresponding aerial power is confidently. expected: to be 


378 


75 kilowatts, and the design of the set is euch that it can 
readily be adapted to three or four times this power. Re- 
cent research with a view to the reduction of the total effec- 
tive aerial resistance, without loss of radiation, leads to the 
expectation of an aerial current of upwards of 300 amperes. 

It is important, in order that interference between stations 
may be avoided, that special regard be given to the elimina- 
tion of harmonics. This is another consideration which 
operates against the employinent of the arc as a transmitter. 
The problem of eliminating the higher order of harmonics 
produced by the valve transmitter, when working at the 
higher efficiencies (over 50 per cent. ), has been successfully 
attacked by the company's engineers. 

Separate aerial systems are essential for the several receiv- 
ing stations on one site. The newest methods of reception 
invented and perfected by Mr. Franklin show euch enormous 
improvement over previous methods as regards selectivity 
and avoidance of atmospheric disturbance, that it is unneces- 
sary to consider a service which does not make use of this 
invention. 

The Franklin aerial is a development of the now well-known 
Marconi-Bellini-Tosi direction finder, which played so im- 
portant a part in various spheres of military activity during 
the war. The direction finder enables reception, with maxi- 
mum intensity, within very close limits, of signals emanat- 
ing from any two opposite directions. Signals from other 
directions are negligible, or cun easily be rendered so. The 
direction finder has, however, the drawback—if such it can 
be called—that the mathematical sense of the signals cannot 
be determined without recourse to cross bearings. This 


peculiarity of the direction finder is avoided in the Franklin 


aerial, which is based on a suitable combination of direction 
finder serials. Signals can be received, within very close 
limits, from any one direction, and from no other. It follows 
that a receiving station can be located between, and in line 
with, two transmitting stations, and receive signals from one. 
while rejecting signals from the other. This is a point of 
extreme significance, and marks a new era in selectivity. 
Owing to the ability of the Franklin receiving system to 
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Fic. 2.—DIAGRAMMATIC REPRESENTATION OF ENGLISH STATIONS. 


reject signals arriving ho practically any direction other 
than that from which it is desired to receive, any number of 
receiving stations may be located on one site. No balancing 
aerials are required. 

Even во, the erection of a large number of receiving stations 
on one eite would entail the acquisition of a site of vast 
roportions, were it not for & most important property of 
Franklina” invention, which enables the various receiving 
systems to cross one another; tbis being due to the absence 
of long horizontal aerial wires. Small frame aerials are em- 
ployed, and frames pertaining to different lines of communi- 
cation may be erected as close together as 600 ft., even where 
long waves, differing but little from each other, are being 
received. 

Results show that, where the Franklin type of aerial is em- 
ploved, a very great reduction in atmospheric disturbance 1s 

obtained, compared with previous experlence—a reduction 
' amounting, in certain observed instances, to as much as 
9) per cent. So great is the importance of the Franklin aerial 
that the scheme of wireless communications outlined in this 
proposal depends fundainentally upon its adoption. 

An enormous amount of unnecessary work is avoided by 
the adoption of a central control office. No staff of tele- 
graphists 18 necessary either at the transmitting or receiving 
stations, other than that required for the care of the plant 
and instruments. Reception from the land lines, and re- 
transmission by wireless, at the transmission stations, and 
reception by wireless, and retransmission on the land lines, 
at the receiving stations, is entirely eliminated. 

In addition, the exchange of service messages between the 
operating staffs at the various transinitting and receiving 
stations is avoided, ag all the operating staff is located under 
one roof. The land lines connecting the various stations 
are, therefore, kept free from a quantity of unremunerative 
traffic. The ease of control, and consequent saving of time, 
are too apparent to need further comment. 
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The operation of transmitting plant from a distance has 
been proved to be perfectly reliable in practice. As regards 
the relaying of received wireless signals through underground 
cables to a central control office, recent experiments, carried 
out over some 130 mules of ordinary Post Office land line in 
poor condition, show that this is an undertaking which can 
safely be relied upon to give satisfactory results. 

The following routes and branches are proposed :— 

Route 1.—England to India, and thence to Singapore, Aus- 
with a branch from Singapore to 
Hong Kong. 

Route 2.—England to Egypt, and thence to East Africa 
and South Africa. 

Route 2a.—England to Egypt, and thence to India, Singa- 
pert, &c. 

Route 3.—England to West Africa, and thence to South 
Africa, with a branch from West Africa to South America. 

Route 4. —England to the West Indies. 

Route 5.— England to Montreal, and thence to Vancouver. 

Route 6.—Australia to Vancouver (only night service to 
begin with). 

The above will necessitate the following iain trunk sta- 
tions :— 

In England, five; Egypt, three; India, three; East Africa, 
Montreal, Vancouver, and South Africa, two each; West 
Indies, one; West Africa, two (and one auxiliary trunk sta- 
tion for South America); Singapore, two (and one auxiliary 
trunk station for Hong Kong); Australia, two (connection 
to New. Zealand by main feeder station). 

The number of main feeder stations provided in each 
country will depend upon the number of local feeder stations 
required, and may, from time to time, be increased without 
in any way affecting the scheme of trunk stations. 

The purely internal communications of each State or 
Colony would be catered for by a network of small inter- 
communicating stations, adapted to meet the requirements 
of the country, provision being wade for efficient connection 
with the main network. 

The foregoing proposal allows for 26 main trunk stations. 
In order, however, to give a rough idea of the magnitude of 
the echeme, and also to establish a basis for the caloulation 
of personnel to be provided for, the following figures are 
tentatively submitted: 30 main trunk stations, 50 шаш. 
feeder stations, 100 local feeder stations, and 200 small local 
stations. 

Tables are given showing the personnel required for run- 
ning the full network of stations, aggregating 17,170. It has 
been assumed for the sake of simplicity that there will be 
ten countries, each containing three main trunk stations, 
five main feeder stations, ten local feeder stations, and twenty 
small local stations. 

The total number of men required is very large, but the 
proportion of wireless operators is small on account of the 
large proportion of work done by automatic means. 

A considerable staff would be required in the office of the 
general manager of the network, but no attempt has been 
made to include euch staff in the estimate of personnel. 

A system of stations for communication with ships and 
aircraft is not under review in this proposal. 

The status and nuinber of personnel required for the 
scheme are as follows: — 

Terntorial managers, 10; superintending engineers, 20; en- 
gineere, lst class, 30; engineers, 370; assistant engineers, 
1,840; euperintending operators, 20; chief operators, 650; 
wireless operators, 1,200; operators, 7.200; accountants, 20; 
clerks, 490; technical assistants, 720; artisans, 1,290; 
labourers, 810; boys, 2,500; total, 17,170. 

The terms upon which the foregoing proposal is submitted 
ae as follows :— 

1. The company offers entirely at its own cost to construct, 
maintain, and operate, a complete and efficient network of 
Imperial wireless communications, in accordance with the 
pro 

2. The company will pay yearly into the Treasury of each 
Government, in whose territory one or more stations may 
be situated, a suiu equal to 25 per cent. of the net profits 
carned by the said station or stations. 

3. On the expiration of a period of 30 years, dating from 
the inauguration of any wireless service comprised in the 
network, the stations conducting such service will become, 
if so desired, the property of the Government or Govern- 
ments concerned, free of any payment. 

4. The company guarantees to coniplete the trunk stations 
within a period of three years from the date op which per- 
mission to commence work 1s given. 

5. The Government or Governments concerned will have 
the right to take over the stations at any time by paving for 
them the value at which they stand in the company’s books, 
plus any sum which may have been expended on the creation 
of the services, and by paying to the company 10 per cent. 
of the gross receipts for the remainder of a period of 30 years 


'The Gaverninent will have the puo to take over the 
uu of the stations during any period of war or national 
emergency. 

7. This offer is subject to the following conditions :— 

(a) That the Government or Governments concerned shall 
issue all requisite licenses for a period of 30 years, shall grant 
every facility for the acquisition of sites (by compulsory pur- 
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chase if necessary), and shall carry out, as a repayment ser- 
vice, the work of building, laying, and maintaining all the 
pose ground and overhead telegraph and telephone lines re- 
quired. 


(b) That the stations, when erected, shall not be diverted 
from the duties for which they were constructed, except in 
the event of national emergency. 


(c) That the company shall reserve the right to extend the 
system to foreign countries to any extent and on any terms 
that may be commercially advantageous, provided that Im- 
[en traffic shall invariably have preference over foreign 
traffic. 


(d) That the Government or Governments concerned shall 
secure the allocation of suitable international wave lengths 
to the stations comprised іп the network, and shall вее that 
stations belonging to other companies shall not be allowed 
to use unscientific apparatus or granted wave ge which 
would interfere with the working of the Imperial network; 
and that, except in the event of national emergency, the 
stations comprised in the network shall not be compelled to 
communicate with other stations which would interfere with 
the Imperial services. The company asks for no monopoly; 
it is prepared to stand on its own merits. The offer is, how- 
ever, conditional upon adequate protection on these lines 
being given to the service. 


THE LYMN BY-PRODUCT PRODUCER GAS PLANT. 


By W. H. 


PATCHELL, 


M. I. E. E. 


— — 
(Abstract of Paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


THE plant to be described arose out of an investigation as 
to what was the best form of prime mover for the Hoffmann 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., to adopt in the next extension of 
its works. The investigation was made in 1915. The plant 
selected was on the Lymn system which, although much 
like the better-known '' Mond system, differs from it in 
important constructional and operating details. It was ar- 
ranged to put down the plant in 30-ton units. The first unit 
was ordered in July, 1916, but, due to constructional delays, 
it was not put into operation until August, 1917. A sudden 
increase in the business necessitated the ordering of the second 
unit ehortly before the first was put to work. The complete 
60-ton plant has now been in operation since March, 1919, 
but has not yet been worked up to ite full capacity. 
Description of Plant.—In a by-product recovery producer it 
is necessary to prevent the destruction of the ammonia, and 
this result is obtained by introducing a large quantity of 
steam with the air into the producer. The provision of so 
much steam is & eerious item in the cost of production, so 
that as much steam as possible is obtained by utilising the 
sensible heat of the gases. The method adopted is to cool 
the gases by contact with water, and to heat up and eaturate 
the air with the hot water so obtained. The process is con- 
tinuous, the water coming succeseively into contact with the 
gas and the air. 


done by the movement of the gas and water, unassisted by 
mechanical means as in the case of most other gas washers. 

The air, supplied by Samuelson blowers, enters the lower 
part of No. 3 washer, called the air saturator, the upper 
part of which is divided off by a diaphragm, the only con- 
nection between the two being through a water seal. The 
water, made hot by contact with the gas in the upper part 
of the vessel, passes through this seal into the air saturator 
and there meets the air from the blowers. The additional 
steam which is necessary for a recovery plant is blown into 
the air main between the air saturator and the regenerator. 
The warm saturated air із then passed through the regenerator 
which etands next to the gas producer. 

The regenerator, sometimes called a superheater, consists 
of a nest of concentric cylinders so arranged that the hot 
gaees from the producer and the saturated air pass in counter 
current. Owing to the large amount of steam which is blown 
into the gas producer with the air, the working temperature 
is comparatively low. The gases leave the producer at the 
top, and pass into the regenerator above mentioned, where 
their sensible heat is given up in part to the air and steam. 
The hot gas leaving the regenerator is then passed through 
a dust trap before it enters the vertical dust washer No. 1, 
in which the remaining dust is removed as sludge by the 
washing water. From the top of the dust washer the gases 
pass down to the bottom of No. 3 washer. In their upward 
flow through this washer they are brought into intimate 
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Fig. 1.—SECTIONAL DIAGRAM OF LYMN Gas PLANT. 


Steam was required for other pur outside the gas 
plant, and a superheater was included as part of the boiler 
plant. When using the superheated steam for the gas plant 
it was found that the air was not saturated to the extent 
indicated by the thermometer. In order to obtain steadier 
operating conditions the pipe arrangement was changed and 
saturated steam was used for the gas plant in place of super- 


ted. 

The introduction of such highly saturated air into the 
producer would result in cooling the fuel bed below a good 
working temperature, and to prevent this & regenerator is 
provided wherein the temperature of the air and steam mix- 
ture is increased to about 220 deg. C. before it enters the 
producers, the necessary heat being obtained from the sensible 
heat of the hot gases leaving the producer. 

The ammonia having been formed passes off with the 
gases which, after preliminary cleaning and cooling, are 
brought into contact with eulphate of ammonia liquor con- 
taining a slight excess of acid, the excess acid combining with 
the ammonia in the gas to form sulphate. The process 1s 
continuous. | 

Fig. 1 is a diagrammatic view of a plant on the 
^" Lymn system. e whole of the vessels on this system 
are worked under static conditions, all the washing being 


contact with a solution of sulphate of ammonia containing a 
slight excess of sulphuric acid which absorbs the ammonia 
from the gas. After the ammonia has been absorbed in No. 2 
washer the gas passes through the upper part of No. 3 washer, 
thence down to the bottom of, and up through, No. 4 washer. 
_ The design of the Lymn washers differs from other types 
in that they are free from obstructions in the shape of 
packing boards or tiles, and from moving parts. The appara- 
tus consists of several vertical cylindrical chambers, No. 1 
of which is simply fitted with water jets at the top which 
fill the vessel with spray through which the gas passes in 
an upward direction and is thereby washed. Nos. 2, 3, and 4 
contain a series of truncated cones. Axially placed in the 
centre of the apparatus a vertical shaft carries a number of 
fixed disks opposed to these cones. The water entering at 
the top is distributed on the topmost disk from which it 
flows in a film or sheet on to the surrounding cone, thence it 
falls on the next disk, and so on to the bottom of the washer. 
The gas passes upwards, counter-currentwise, through the 
sheets of falling water. By this means the gas and the 
washing liquids are brought into intimate contact, with a 
minimum expenditure of energy. 

The liquor from each of the various washers falls into ts 
respective tank, from which it is drawn by a centrifugal pump 
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and circulated again through the washer, except in the case 
of No. 4 washer, the hot water from which is cooled before 
being recirculated. uu | 

In view of the difficulty in obtaining pure lead, and its 
cost at the time the plant was installed, it was decided to 
depart from the usual practice and not line the ammonia 
absorber with lead. 

The gas, after leaving the final cooler No. 4, is passed 
through two Jenkins centrifugal gas cleaners. 'lhese consist 
of 25-in. diameter Sent uu fans with impellers of a some- 
what crude shape; each of them is capable of handling con- 
tinuously 4,500 cu. ft. of gas per minute against a pressure 
of 5 in. of water when running at 1,450 R.P.M. 

The amount of power taken is 10 to 12 в.н.Р. for each fan 
with water injection. Approximately 500 gallons per hour 
of cold water is injected into each fan, depending on the class 
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Еа. 2.—Hgat CoNSUMPTION- CURVES. 


of coal in use and the atmospheric conditions. The tar and 
water drain away from the outlet pipes of the fans to a 
settling tank from which the tar is ekimmed off. 

The gas, after leaving the fans, passes through a water 
separator of the cyclone type before it goes into the gasholder 
overnor, which is eo arranged that, in the event of the gas 
ailing, the supply to the gas engines is cut off before that 
to the furnaces. This prevents any suction caused by the 
engine coming on the furnaces, which might Jead to an 
explosion should the gas come on again аи (е 

Сав intended for use in the engines is then passed through 
sawdust ecrubbers to extract the last traces of tar. 

Concentrated liquor produced in the ammonia absorber is 
by-passed to stock tanks. From these it is drawn into a 
vacuum evaporating pan made by Messrs. Fullerton, Hodgart 
and Barclay. The vacuum is obtained by a Ledward and 
Beckett ejector. 
_ Sulphate of ammonia crystals from the evaporator are dried 
in a hydro-extractor, made by Messrs. Watson & Laidlaw, 


Ев. 4.—CoaL CONVEYORS AND PRODUCERS. 


consisting of the usual revolving perforated copper basket 
suspended inside a mild steel casing lined with chemical 
sheet lead. 

The sulphuric acid is delivered in tank wagons and dis- 
charged by an air lift into a steel tank on the top of the 
pump room, from which it runs by gravity through lead 
pipes to No. 2 washer (ammania absorber) tanks. 

Coal Store —Coal is delivered by railway trucks to the 
boot of a Gibbons Bros. bucket-type elevator, which delivers 
it on to a band conveyor supplying the 30-ton pockets over 
the producers, or to a second band conveyor which carries 
it into the ferro-concrete storage bunker, constructed by 
Stuart’s Granolithic Co., which holds 1.900 tons, and consists 
of six 200-ton pockets raised on columns sufficiently high to 
allow d-cwt. trucks to run underneath. The band conveyor 
feeds a push-plate conveyor which delivers the coal into any 
of the 200-ton pockets as required. Coal is stored practically 


as received, and the bunker is covered with a roof for pro- 
tection from the weather. When it is necessary to draw 
from the storage bunker, the coal is run through valves at 
the bottom of the bunker into the trucks and thence tipped 
into the foot of the elevator. ^s 

The ashes and clinker from the producer lutes are drawn 
out by long shovels and rakes on to the ground round the 
producers, which is slightly graded to allow the water to 
drain back into the lutes. The ashes are then loaded into 
5-cwt. trucks running on a narrow-gauge line, pushed by 
hand a short distance to an incline, up which they are hauled 
by a small electric winch and tipped into railway trucks 
or carts. : 

Gas Engines.—Messrs. Hoffmann decided that power units 
of about 500 B. H.P. would be the most suitable size. The 
type of engine selected was the multi-cylinder horizontal 
Otto, manufactured by the Premier Gas Engine Co., Ltd. 
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Fie. 3.—LYMN Gas PLANT: AIR AND GAS TEMPERATURES AND 
PRESSURBS. 


The floor space occupied is greater than that taken up by 
a vertical engine, but this sacrifice is set off by the greater 
accessibility of the horizontal type.. Another point of differ- 
ence between the vertical and the horizontal type of gas 
engine is the speed. In the Premier engine the speed 
adopted is 190 R.P.M., which results in much sweeter working 
and а quieter engine room. This four-cylinder four-crank 
engine is naturally somewhat heavier than a eix- or eight- 
cylinder high-speed engine, and, to obtain the necessary 
cyclic regularity for parallel running, & heavy flywheel is 
used. A epring-type governor is provided which controls a 
throttle valve on the gas supply to the engine. The air 
supply is not controlled by the governor, but means are pro- 
vided for adjusting the amount of air when tuning up; 
under running conditions it is found that gas governing alone 
is quite sufficient. 

Each gas engine is fitted with an exhaust boiler supplied 
by Messrs. Ruston & Hornsby, Ltd. Water heaters were 
added to the boilers connected to the later engines. In order 


Fic. 5.— BLO WER House, SULPHATE 
HOUSE, AND Сод, BUNKER. 


to keep down the temperature of the engine-room and to save 
heat, the exhaust pipes between the engines and the boilers 
were lagged. Under these conditions the pipes got red hot 
and were unsafe, so that the lagging had to be removed and 
the economy due to it on the heat balance sacrificed for other 
considerations. i 

Messrs. Hotfmann's works, at the time that the extensions 
took place, were driven by direct current at 110 volts, and, 
although it was recognised in the first extension that a higher 
voltage would be more suitable, it was decided that the first 
two dvnamos should be 110-volt D.c. machines, so as to avoid 
Installing new motors and cables and the nuisance of chang- 
ing the existing plant. When the second instalment of plant 
was put in hand a pressure of 220 volts was used, as the 
power was intended for new shops, for which new motors, 
cables, &c., had to be ordered in anv case. 

All the dynamos were supplied by Messrs. Crompton & Co., 
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Ltd., and are open type, direct current, shunt wound interpole, 
360-kw. machines, running at 190 к.Р.м. They are provided 
with a '' Hoffmann " roller outer bearing supported in a 
cast-iron pedestal on a2 U bedplate, and the armature 
shaft is bolted direct on to the engine flywheel. This neat 
and compact arrangement has run very well. | 

In addition to the steam required for the gas plant, a large 
amount is required for heating and domestic purposes in the 
works, more especially in the winter. This is provided in 
part by the exhaust boilers fitted to the 500-в.н.р. gas engines. 
To meet the remaining call for steam two Lancashire boilers 
were provided, one with the first 30-ton unit and the other 
with the second. The Lancashire boilers, 9 ft. diameter by 
30 ft. long, were made by Messrs. H. & T. Danks (Netherton), 


8 and tanks to be heated, and various incidentals about 
the plant. 

A charge of approximately 25 tons of coal for steam re- 
quired for the producer and gas plant only, for every 100 tons 
of coal gasified, is a heavy item in ape d costs and one that 
must always seriously affect the use of by-product producer 
plants. Messrs. Hoffmann recognised that their conditions 
would be favourable for adopting this type of plant, a 
with an installation of exhaust boilers. By using these 
boilers and burning tar 75 per cent. of the 25 per cent. of 
the coal required for the gas plant is provided, and the actual 
coal required for gas plant steam is reduced to 6.25 per cent. 
of the coal gasified. 

Figures for six months’ operation of one 30-ton gas plant 


Fic. 6.—WasHERS, Сол, ELEVATOR, AND PRODUCERS. 


Ltd., and are fitted with Hodgkinson's mechanical stokers, 
a Green economiser, a Sugden superheater, and feed re- 
gulators. MG 

One of Paterson's B type cold-process water-softening 
plants is installed for dealing with the whole of the water 
required for steaming purposes, as the water available was 
not suitable. By the use of lime in this plant the hardness 
of the water is reduced to 3 degrees Clark approximately, 
and the boilers are kept free from scale. | 

Capital Costs.—Owing to the war the cost of the plant was 
much above pre-war raves. . 

The first installation consisted of a Lymn gas plant capable 
of gasifying 30 tons of coal per 24 hours, sulphate of ammonia 
evaporating plant, two 500-в.н.р. Premier-Crompton generat- 
ing sets, Lancashire boiler, superheater, economiser, chimney. 
pumps, pipes, feed pumps, 600-ton coal-storage bunker and 
coal-handling plant, &c. The second plant was a repetition 
of the first, except that four 500-в.н.Р. Premier-Crompton sets 
were provided, and the gas and electric supply had to be 
carried considerable distances. The total capital cost per Kw. 
of the first plant installed in 1916 and of the second installed 
in 1917 was respectively £40.98 and £50. 


Fic. 7.—PRODUCERS, SUPERHEATERS, AND WASHERS. 


supplying gas for two engines and furnaces may be analysed 
as follows to show how the efficiency would appear if all the 
gas were used for power. The result is summarised in Table I. 


TABLE L—Powzr PLANT COAL CONSUMPTION. * 


Coal gasified in producers—Total eje 1,390 tons. 
Per Kw.- hour. T — Pis 1°7 1b. 

Coal, if 25 per cent, is required to provide steam 347°5 tons. 
Coal gasified plus coal for steam-making—Total 1,737°5 tons. 
Per Kw.-hour... ids - д T^ 2:12 1b. 
Amount of coal saved —By exhaust boilers 379°75 tons. 

By tar burnt ... ies A en 114°7 tons. 
Tul ue — x ate. шш. „ ШӘРАБ ОЯ. 
Surplus steam used for manufacturing purposes 146°95 tons. 
Actual coal to be debited to power plant—Totzl 1,243°05 tons. 
Per KW.-hour... T kid A э» 1'51 1b. 
Load factor, gas engines... iis | 73˙6 % 
Overall electro-thermal efficiency 19:9 7; 


During this period the total coal gasified was 3,935 tons, 
giving an average load of about 75 per cent. during operating 
hours of the plunt. Of the total amount of gas made 42.7 per 


Fic. 8.—Gis ENGINES AND GENERATORS. 


"T" 


Operating . to жаг conditions the supply of 
coal was very uncertain. The ashes withdrawn from the pro- 
ducers during 1918 averaged a carbon content of 11.8 per cent., 
which represents 3.23 per cent. of the therms in the coal. 
The results given in this paper were obtained without special 
arrangements and under normal conditions, and can be taken 
as typical commercial results. No effort has been made to 
obtain special test figures which are not realised under ordi- 
pary working conditions. 

The amount of steam required for gas plant is considerable, 
mainly for use in the producers and for evaporating the 
sulphate liquor. In addition to these uses there are tar 


FIG. 9—Power HOUSE AND SCRUBBERS. 


cent. was used for the engines and 57.3 per cent. for the fur- 
naces. For this purp the whole of the steam raised by 
the exhaust boilers 18 credited to the gas engines, and the 
tar is allocated in proportion to the gas used by the engines 
and the furnaces respectively. 

More steam is raised by the exhaust boilers than is required 
to make gas for the engines. In other words, exhaust boilers 
in connection with gas engines at a gas works would кеше 
all the steam required for the producers, working under by- 
product recovery conditions, necessary to provide the gas for 
the engines when working on a good load factor. 

Fig. 2 gives curves of the heat consumption guaranteed, the 
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results of tests of the eame, and the thermal efficiency of the 
500-B. H.P. 340-K W. Premier-Crompton sets. 

Results over a period of three months show that the varia- 
tions in the calorific value and the composition of the gas 
ee are very slight considering the different qualities of coal 
used. 


TABLE II.— TESTS oF Gas ENGINES AND GENERATORS. 


| Engine set Engine set 

No. 12. No. П. 
Load factor, per oent. ... axe sie 102 84 
Load KW. Р a ewe us збу Zou 

Generator—Gas per KW.-hour, ou. ft. ... 93:57 102 . 

Heat per KW.-hour, therms 13,062 13,759 
Load—B.H.P. see iv - P 510 420 
Gas engine—Gas per B.H.P.-hour, cu. ft. 64°24 69'5 
Heat per B.H.P.-hour, therms 8,968 9,368 

139˙6 134 79 


Calorific value of gas per cu. ft.—therms 

Tests of the engines have been made, representative figures 
of which are given in Table II. The efficiency of the Crompton 
dynamos on a Hopkinson test was found to be: Full load. 
92 per cent.; three-quarter load, 91 per cent.; half load, 90.5 
per cent. As regards operating, the engines have run with 
the regularity and the freedom from trouble of a good steam 
engine. 

Tests of the exhaust boilers have been made with and with- 
out the water heaters. Specimen tests are given in Table III. 


TABLE III.—Tgsts or EXHAUST BOILERS. 


Engine set Engine set 
No. 9. No. 11 


Load, B.H.P. yn 807 ste ЕЕ we 471 +20 
Heating surface—lIn boiler, sq. ft. "85 e. 523 523 
In water heater, sq. ft. cis s .. None 57 5 
Total per B. H. P., вд. ft. 105 110 


Steam pressure — Ib. per sq. in. ... is e 0987 41 

Evaporation per B. H. P.- hour Actual in lv 191 215 
From and at 212" F. in lb. ... T wile 2 16 2˙⁵ 

Temperature of exhaust gases — Entering boiler 560° C. 177 C. 


Leaving boiler Ms 988 es) 2917 С, 198°C 
Leaving heater as — eae ©. mm 180^ C 
Load factor, per cent.  ... iia bus dia 91 84 


The amount of sulphate recovered depends on the amount of 
nitrogen in the coal; actually some 90 lb. per ton of coal is 
recovered—an efficiency of about 65 per cent. The sulphate 
is of a good light grey colour, and averages over 25 per cent. 
2 3° 

A more critical figure for the ammonia absorber efficiency 
shows the amount of ammonia per cubic metre of gas when 
entering the absorber to be 2.73 grammes and when leaving 
0.116 gramme, an efliciency of 95.75 per cent., the actual 
ammonia not recovered being equal to only 4.25 per cent. 

The amount of tar produced in the process varies with the 
class of coal used; 5 to 7 per cent. of the weight of the coal 
is a normal figure for dry tar. The tar as made contains any- 
thing up to 40 per cent. of water. Producer tar is of a differ- 
ent quality and is not usually acceptable to distillers of gas 
tar. Where the quantity of tar to be handled is sufficiently 
great to pay for distillation, it may be economically dealt 
with in this way, but if the quantities to be handled are not 
sufficient to pay for such care and attention the result will 
be disappointing. Full consideration of the matter led to the 
use of the tar recovered, which amounts to about 150 lb. per 
ton of coal gasified, in the boiler furnaces. Jets of the Ker- 
mode type were fitted, through which the tar 15 blown by 
steam over the grates. A compromise had to be arrived at, 
and the arrangements had to be such that coal and tar could 
be burned at the same time. At times of light load it has 
been found best to shut the tar off and to run on coal only, 
keeping the tar for such times as a good coal fire can also be 
maintained, which not only protects the firebars from the 
blast action of the tar jet, but also facilitates the consumption 
of smoke. 

' The power-plant running costs per unit taken from the 
actual cost sheets for six months in 1918, including 10 per 
cent. on the capital outlay, and including credit for the sale of 
sulphate of ammonia and debiting cost of sulphuric acid with 
the average prices per ton respectively of coal, £1 8s. IId. 
sulphuric acid. £4 13s.: sulphate of ammonia, £17 2s.; were 
as follows: Units from switchboard, 1.834.375; fuel, 0.166d.: 
lubrication, 0.058d., supervision and labour. 0.159d.; repairs, 
0.13d.; charges on capital, 10 per cent, 0.907d . total. 0 72d. ; 
load factor, 73.6 per cent. | 

Since the system of forced lubrication was altered the con- 
sumption of oil for lubrication on the gas engines has been 
reduced by 46 per cent. The costs include the value of the 
electricity used in running the gas plant and auxiliaries which, 
during six months, amounted to approximately 8.5 per cent. 
of the units generated. As. however, only about 42 per cent. 
of the gas made was used for the gag engines the actual 
amount of power required for auxiliaries represents onlv 3.6 
per cent. of the electricity that would be genernted if all the 
gas were used for that purpose, The cost of the fuel if the 
above debit had not been made would be 0.1004, per unit, a 
difference of 0.006d. or 8.6 per cent, 

Fig. 3 shows the ajr and gas temperntureg and preseuree at 


important points from the blower through the producers to 
the gas leaving the works. As far as possible the gas pre- 
sures, both positive and negative, are kept low. The greatest 
variation 18 before and after the centrifugal blowers. This 
cannot be avoided if the gas is to be delivered at a reasonable 
pressure to the works. The disadvantage of keeping the pres- 
sures always above atmosphere is the increased pressure at 
the producer and washers which leads to loss of gas due to 
leakage, also some discomfort for the men working the plant. 

After all that has been heard recently concerning the 
efficiency of electric power stations it is interesting to compare 
the figures with those of Messrs. Hoffmann’s plant which, for 
the six months’ period quoted above (Table I), consumed 
1.51 lb. of coal per unit and showed a thermal efficiency of 
19.9 per cent. on the units delivered to the feeders. 

[Figs. 4 to 9 are reproductions of lantern slides, for the use 
of which we are indebted to the author's courtesy.—EDs. 
Exerc. Rev.) 


REVIEWS. 
Industrial Electrical Measuring Instruments. By Kenelm 
Edgcumbe. London: Constable & Co., Ltd. Pp. xvi+ 


414, 260 figs. 1918. Price 16s. net. 


Major Edgcumbe deserves our thanks for having revised 
his excellent book on measuring instruments at a time when 
it must have been extremely difficult to find the necessary 
leisure, and his apologies for having allowed the book to 
remain out of print for some time are unnecessary. 
revision, moreover, has been thorough, for the book has been 
practically rewritten, and has been brought quite up to date. 

The introductory chapter, although it occupies only a few 
pages, will be found of considerable utility to the user of 
electrical instruments; its definitions will help to clear up eome 
frequent confusions of terms, and the summary of the various 
sources of error, distinguishing those inherent in the instru- 
ment from those due to external causes, and the distinction 
drawn between sensibility and accuracy are clear and to the 
point. The chapter on constructional details opens with a 
description of cases and scales, incidentally calling attention 
to the inaccuracy of edgewise instruments due to parallax 
errors, & disadvantage the degree of which is frequently over- 
looked. Among other details in this section are a reminder 
that ammeters can be scaled with concentric lines to read 
directly in watts over a range of voltages, and a receipt for 
radium paint, culled from the Proceedings of the Physical 
Society. Useful data with regard to the construction and 
design of control springs and pivots follow, and a discussion 
of the most suitable degree of damping. The considerations 
to be borne in mind in the design of ammeter shunts are 
explained, and several pages are devoted to the design of 
magnets and the calculation of windings. To the instrument 
maker this portion of the book, dealing with constructional 
details, will be more of service in' fixing his ideas than in 
giving actual new points inedesign, especially as the illustra- 
tions are diagrammatic and not scale drawings; but the in- 
strument user will obtain precisely the information which will 
be of most service to him. 

A short résumé of methods of resistance measurement leads 
up to brief descriptions of the various commercial forms of 
chmmeter, and the principles upon which potentiometers are 
based are next clearly indicated. A few more details as to 
the actual construction of potentiometers would have been 
welcome, and particularly of the ''deflectional'' potentio- 
meter and the Drysdale А.С. potentiometer. These pages and 
the very short descriptions of standard cells and galvano- 
meters are evidently regarded by the author more or less as 
a digression from his main subject, and he returns to a more 
complete treatment of the problems involved in the design 
and construction of moving iron and moving coil ammeters 
and voltmeters. In the course of this, two popular fallacies 
are corrected: An "open" scale merely enables a more 
exact reading to be taken at the particular part of the range, 
hut does not increase the intrinsic accuracy of the instru— 
ment. and similarly the very long-scale instrument (originally 
introduced by Davies and more recently revived by Record). 
although it has the merit of convenience for many purposes, 
mav even result in decreased accuracy owing to Increased 
travel of the moving system for a given change in torque. 
[he author is perhaps too severe, however, in characterising 
the advantage of a long scale as sentimental rather than 
actual.“ 

The chapters on induction instruments, power measure- 
ment, and instrument transformers have been enlarged in the 
present edition, and bring together a mass of information 
that hae hitherto only existed in a very scattered form. 
Thev are among the most useful portions of the book. Electro. 
static voltmeters, frequency meters, phase indicators, and 
&ynchronisers all receive their full share of treatment; there 
js а good chapter on pvroineters, as in the first edition, and 
recording instruments have, of course. always been a subject 
of epecial interest to the author, He has, however. felt 
compelled to call these graphie instrumenta" or “ gra- 
pherz," because the Americans wil] insist on calling integrats 
ing meters recording wattmeters, 
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In spite of the length of this review, it has been impossible 
to deal with all the contents of Major Edgcumbe's excellent 
book. It should be in every electrical engineer’s library, 
and it is safe to say that, once there, it will be one of the 
volumes most frequently referred to. The arrangement of 
the matter, with only section headings and no chapter head- 
ings, is rather bewildering at first; but, on closer acquaint- 
ance, it possesses а peculiar fascination, resulting in a longer 
incursion into the book upon each occasion it is referred to 
than would have been the case if the usual stereotyped method 
of capitulation had been adopted. 


Efficient Boiler Management. With notes on the operation 
of reheating furnaces. By Charles F. Wade, A. M. I. E. E. 
Pp. xxiii T 266 and 143 figs. London: Longmans, Green 
and Co., 1919. Price 128. 6d. net. ; 


At & time when economy of coal is of such great import- 
ance, a book with the above title enters the field of technical 
literature with a strong disposition in its favour. Yet, if one 
were to be asked exactly what information he would expect 
from such a book, his answer would probably be somewhat 
wide of the mark in describing the principal contents of the 
present volume. The book in question is mainly a collection 
ot brief descriptions of almost every kind of apparatus and 
equipment connected with the boer room, and there is 
much less directly useful information bearing upon the art 
of getting the best operating results from steam boilers than 
one might reasonably anticipate from the title. 

There are indeed about 27 pages at the end of the book 
which are devoted to matters more directly pertaining to the 
urganisation and management of boiler plant, but even here 
the author confines himself very largely to generalities. He 
gives no hint, for example, as to how much coal a fireman 
inay reasonably be expected to handle per shift, or how many 
men of various trades and occupations are necessary for the 
operation and maintenance of any given boiler plant. He 
mentions the possibility of & bonus system apparently with 
approval, but his discussion of the subject could not be in 
the least degree helpful to anyone desirous of establishing 
such a scheme; in fact it would rather tend to dissuade him 
from the attempt. However, considering the book as we 
find it and not as we might have expected or hoped it to be 
from the title, it forms by no means'a bad guide as to what 
kinds of apparatus are in general use in a modern boiler 
plant. There are certainly some serious omissions, and at 
times one might question the author’s choice of the apparatus 
he has selected for description, although it is hardly to be 
expected that all engineers should see eve to eve in what 
thev consider the best exumples of modern practice. | 

The book opens with a chapter on coal and calorimetry. 
Although the properties of fuels are only brieflv sketched. 
it is soinewhat surprising to see the analyses of peat and 
henite both given without anv indication of the percentage 
of water which these fuels contain. Lignites, for example. 
even when to the eve they look like really good coal, contain 
anything from 20 to 30 per cent. of water, which is a serious 
matter for those who have either to pay for them or to 
burn then efficiently. Peat, of course, is worse. Again in 
the chapter on calorimetry, the author appears entirely to 
neglect to mention the necessary corrections for moisture. 
or for the effect of the volatile hydro-carbons, and he treats 
the ‘‘higher’’ calorific value as if it were a true measure 
of the heating value of the coal as fired. There are many 
other features in the book which are also open to criticism. 
on the ground that they would be misleading to engineers 
who might look to the work for guidance in selecting equip- 
ment. For example, writing of feed-water meters, the 
author says, Where measurement on the suction is not 
nossible or convenient the Venturi meter should be adopted.“ 
Tn the first place, there are plentv of reliable nositive water 
meters such as the Kennedy. or Kent's * Uniform.” which 
work perfectly on the pressure side of the feed pumps, and 
in the second place, when the pumps are of the rec | 
type, a Venturi is certainly not advisable. The verv serious 
inaccuracy inherent in a Venturi meter when measuring a 
pulsating flow is not even hinted at by the author, although 
the error max be over 90 per cent., or far more than enouch 
to condemn the type for the conditions referred to. Again. 
in dealing with water softening plant, the hook tella us that 
“ The Permutit filter . . . has a verv valuable feature which 
should not be lost sight of. As the water. after treatment 
.. is perfectly pure, the hoilers do not need to be blown 
down." An equally emphatic statement to the same effect 
also appears on another page. This idea, of course, is en- 
tirely wrong. The action of the zoolites is merelv to replace 
the lime salts in the water by sodium salts, which are highly 
eoluble. The water. after treatment. is anything but pure, 
being in fact more highly charged with salts than it is after 
the usual lime and soda process. Blowing down. therefore, 
is more necessary than less. As simple tests for feed-water. 
the author mentions the use of phenolphthalein and methyl 
orance as indicators of alkalinity, but we fear that anv 
uninitiated person attempting to use these reagents as a 
mide to the oneration of his softener would find hia descrip- 
tion of their functions hopelesslv inadequate. In fact, we 
find no information at all as to the proper management of а 
water softener, and even the fundamental criterion of the 


hardness of water, namely, the soap test, does not seem to 
be referred to. 

The impossibility of getting the most economical results 

from a boiler plant, unless it is equipped with proper measur- 
ing apparatus, so that its daily performance may be known, 
is quite properly emphasised. This point is fundamental to 
efficient control of the conditions of operation, for without 
means of measurement the operator is working in the dark 
as to his results. Yet we cannot find anything in the present 
book relating to methods of keeping a check upon the quan- 
tity of fuel burnt. A reader would not know that such 
things as automatic coal scales, or other devices for the eame 
purpose, even existed; in fact, in the model log sheet put 
forward as an example of what daily records should be kept, 
the ''estimated coal consumption " is all that is recorded, 
although on the same sheet the engineer in charge is expected 
to vouch for the specific heat and average moisture of the 
steam and other useless minutic. Consistently with his 
expressed desire for exact measurements, the author advocates 
the use of steam meters, and in this also we agree with 
him. He selects for illustration, however, two instrumenta 
only, one merely a flow indicator and the other 8 graphic 
recorder. The most useful type of all, namely, the integrat- 
ing meter, is not alluded to, though one would have expected 
some reference to the highly accurate mercury-free designs 
of Messrs. Kent. ) 
. What the book needs, in order to be a really useful volume, 
is a thorough revision, which would correct such errors as 
we have pointed out, and give a better balance to the 
apparatus described. Much of the descriptive matter sug- 
gests the condensation of catalogue information rather than 
the outcome of the author's own experience. Again, in other 
sections we continually look in vain for practical information 
on points of everyday interest. What, for example, is the 
relationship between the evaporative efficiencies of a boiler 
3t full, half, and quarter load? At what reduction of load 
does it pay to bank some of the boilers? How frequently, 
and to what extent. 18 blowing down necessary? How is one 
to know whether lime and soda are being supplied to the 
softener in proper quantities and proportions? How long 
should water require for treatment in a softener? What 
percentage of combustible matter in the ashes is the lowest 
practical limit? What percentage of CO, should be aimed 
at? In view of the fact that several CO, recorders, not to 
mention the Orsat apparatus, are described in the book, one 
can hardly take the author seriously when he states that In 
order to find out definitely whether the air supply is sufficient 
it is first necessary to ascertain the pounds of coal burnt on 
the grate per hour," and when he goes on to describe the 
method of measuring the air supply by means of an anemo- 
meter, and comparing the results with the amount deduced 
theoretically from the chemical composition of the coal, one 
is lost in wonder. 

The book is well indexed and printed. but the great majority 
of the illustrations are only too familiar to those conversant 
with engineering catalogues. With all its errors and imper- 
fections, however, we welcome the book as an endeavour to 
promote greater efficiency in the really important end of a 
power plant. 


Germany's Fxport Price Policy.—A letter written by 
a German-Swiss to a Hamburg firm is made the text of an 
article in the Hamburgische Bocrsen Halle. The article was 
considered of sufficient interest to be published separately 
аз a broad sheet. The letter stated that it was impossible to 
do business with German firms so long as they adhere to 
their curious Zuschlagklausel " (a clause added to all de- 
livery contracts stating that the manufacturer reserves to 
himself the right of adding to the sale price, on the date of 
invoice, such additional sums as mav result from increases 
in the price of raw materials, wages, &c.). The article affirms 
that no buyer can be expected to purchase at an uncertain 
price, and warns manufacturers against a continuation of 
this policy, advocating instead an original extra charge high 
enough to cover the risk of price fluctuations over a suffi- 
cient period. The consequence of the present policy is that 
the German business man is becoming discredited not only 
in Finland, but also in .Scandinavia and other neutral 
countries. Another impediment to trade with Germany lies 
in the fact that German business men now demand payment 
for their goods in the currency of the country to which the 
goods are to be sent, showing that they have lost confidence 
in their own currency which 15 depreciated to such an extent 
that it tends to disappear altogether from foreign markets. 
Hig Majesty’s Commercial Commissioner at Berlin, in report- 
ing to the Department of Overseas Trade the foregoing, re- 
marks that: There is no doubt that the German export 
merchant is being heavily penalised bv the manufacturers’ 
prevailing methods of conducting business." Considerable 
irritation exists among the merchanting fraternity caused bv 
the svstem in use for the granting of export permits, and 
some light is thrown on the difficulties under which.the mer- 
chant works, in & communication issued by the Spanish Am- 
bassador at Berlin, and published in the Spanish Press, con- 
taining a warning against the conclusion of contracts with 
German houses, or their representatives in Spain, unless the 
uen permit for the goods ooncerned is shown together with 
the offer, 2 
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„„ "INBW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Sgrron-Jongs, O- Du. AND 
` SrEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


5,178. Transmitters for electrical recorders.” J. S. Wilson (A, B. 
Buckley). February 20th. - 

5.178. Switch and means for locking same for ignition circuit of internal- 
combustion engines, &c." W. HawrsrT. February 20th. 

5,190. '' Electric immersion heaters." С. G. Nosss and W. W. Noss. 
February 20th. | | 

5.192. Sherardising drums." S. O. Cowper-Corgs. February 20th. 
5.208. Electric door-opening device." Е. GersscH and H. КміѕРЕ. Feb- 
ruary 20th. 

3.216. Magnetically-operated apparatus and method of applying same.’ 
С. О. Bastian and C. E. Hunter. February 20th. - 

5.233. Electric circuit-controllers." R. AMBERTON. February 20th. 

5,244. '' Methods of synchronising several variable-speed electric motors.” J. 
BETHENOD. February 21st. А 

5,258. “ Flexible insulators for electric wires, cables, &c." Е. D. M. 
SCRIVENER and ‘TayLor, TuNNICLIFF & Co. February 2lst. 

: 6,270. '' Sparking plugs." J. E. Barrows. February 2lst. 

5,271. “ Sparking plugs." W. E. C. Merke. February 21st. 

5,297. ''High-tension electric cables." P. DuwsugATH, C. Grover and W. 
T. HzNuLEY's lk.gcRAPH Works Co. February 2151. 

5,298 Electric fuse-carriers." W. T. HreNLEY S TELEGRAPH Works Со. 
and W. H. Nicnors. February 21st. 

5.90. Dynamo-electric machines." C. A.'VawpsRvELL & Co. and A. H. 
MibclkEv. February 21st. 

5.310. Dynamo-electric machines." E. J. Harman and E. Le Bas. Feb- 
ruary lst. 

6.117. Electric trackless tramcars, &c." С. А. BisHor and R. A 
Cuapwick. March Ist. 

6.142. ‘* Contact-breakers for magneto-clectric, &c., machines." Н. Smitu. 
March Ist. 

6.150. Electric switches." W. J. Line and J. H. Tucker & Co. March 


Ist. 
6,190. '' Electric heaters, fires, &c." C. G. №оввѕ and M. J. Ratinc. 


March Ist. 

6,195. “ Sparking plugs." E. PstHoup. March Ist. (Switzerland, Octo- 
ber 6th, 1919.) 

6,196. '' Electric frequency indicating and measuring instruments.“ BRITISH 
Tnomson-Houston Co. and R. C. CLINKER. March Ist. 

6,198. Automatic selective telephone system." R. C. M.  Hastixes. 


March Ist. 
6,199. Automatic selective telephony.” R. C. M. Hastixnes. March Ist. 


6.221. Dynamo-electric machines." А. В. Fro and Тнк METROPOLITAN- 
Vickers ELECT RICA Co. March Ist. 

6.222. Dry batteries." Burgess BATTERY Co. March Ist. (United States, 
March 13th, 1919.) 

6,228. '' Controllers for electric circuits." IGRANIC ELECTRIC Co. (Cutler 
Hammer Manufacturing Co.). March ]st. 

6.229. Electro-magnetic brakes." Іскалміс ELsEcTRIC Co. (Cutler Hammer 
Manufacturing Co.). March Ist. 

6,249. Electric cables. E. A. Bayles and Jue British INSULATED & 
HrLssv CasLEs, LTD. March 2nd. 

6,250. Ironclad electric switches and switch fuses." К. T. Norton. 


March ĉ2nd. ‚ . 
6,257. Fittings for holding incandescent electric lamps.“ W. H. Bayley, 


J. T. Taylor апа G. A. Tayor. March 2nd. 

6,267. “ Electrolytic cells." Е. А. Le Sugur. March 2nd. 

6,272. Dynamo-electric generators and motors." E. Smal and W. S. 
SuirH.. March 2nd. 

6,303. '' Mode of сше electric conductors with non-conductors." A. 
F. E. BuLrEMANN. March 2nd. 

6,318. ''Call-signals arrangement for field telephones, &c.“ 
Haske Акт. Ges. March 2nd. (Germany, March 4th, 1916.) 

344. Dynamo-electric machines.“ E. Ferat. March 2nd. (France, 
February 6th, 1918.) 

5.345. Dynamo-electric machines,’ 
October 15th, 1919.) 

6,346. Magnetos. E. Ferat. March 2nd. (France, January l4th, 1918.) 

6.347. '' Magnetos," Е. Ferat. March 2nd. (France, February 18th, 1918.) 
2nd. 


SIEMENS & 
* E. Fern. March 2nd (France, 


. 6,359. "'Circuit«ontinuing devices." H. A. Dovcras. March 
6,369. “Incandescent lamps." F. A. ЕкиркАмР. March 2nd. | 
6,400. Renewal of incandescent electric lamps.“ J. J. Russet. March 


И 6.403. Electro-magnetic controlled lock system," W. С. GRIEVE and F. 
Н. €. Овғоко. March 3rd. 

6.414. “ Sparking plugs." A. Ocnen. March 3rd. 

6.419. Device for testing sparking plugs." H. Ева. and E. H. Мітснғи.. 
March 3rd. Ў ` 
6.449. Sparking plugs." J. E. Barrows. March 3rd. 

6.480. “Interlocking device for electric switches.” E. J. BROTHERS. 
March 3rd. 


6.492..." Electrical instruments.” E. W. III.. and G. F. SuoneR. March 


Jed. 

6,504. | Brush holders for electric dynamos and motors, Kc.“ A. Акм- 
DIKON. March 3rd. 

6.542. Rattery-charginjg stems.“ AUTOMATIC 
Co. March 3rd. (United. States, June llith, 1919.) . | 
6,543. '' Code-signalling systems." AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE | MANUFACTURING 
Co. March 3rd. (United States, June 30th, 1919.) 

6.054. "' Ignition systems for internal-combustion. engines." S. L. Groom 
Md © G Fun Магер 3rd. 


TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING 


86,560 © Magneto brackets npt tte monte f minor canes dh gutes, de 
B. SHA March 4th. i | 

6.587. Electrical clinometer © ! © б TxHoma:. March {М 

6,291. ‘* Telephone systema Acromatic [ELEPHONE MANUFACTURING CO. 


and J. Savin. March 4th. 

6,639. * Regulating dynamo, electric machines.“ Bxitish THomson-Hovstos 
Co and N. Suurteewokmt. March dth. 

6.616. Electrical. measuring instruments," W. CLARK and CLakk’s NEO- 
Evecrric Devices, Lip. March 4th. 
6.654. Galvanic batteries.“ G. Огрнам, J. Огрилм. O. OrpHaM and 
Ovonuam & Sos. March 4th. 

6,0560. “Automatic or semi-automatic telephone systems." Britisn L.M. 
Ericsson MaNuFaACrTURING Co. and D. C. Crows. March 4th. 

6.668. Wireless telegraphy.” A. G. T. Cusins, А. C. Fuler and P. M. 
H. Leson. March 4th. 

6,661. '' Sparking plugs." B. Horrs and A. M. Lopce. March 4th. 

6,067. '' Air-cooling arrangement for electric generator set driven by in- 
ternal-combustion engine," R. HoscH Akt. GES. March 4th. (Germany, 
August 9ta, 1915.) 


6,678. ‘ Electric control of tipping-gear u hicles.“ 
F. Smirn and F. R. Ѕтоскѕ. March ith. ыру xi a ae i 
6.693. Metal contacts for electrical apparatus." N 
клы ML apparatus M. S. Conner and S. 
6.739. Electric radiator." C. H. Verity. March 5th. 
6,751. Case for battery of ear phone." W. H. B 
Briccs & Сыл. March 5th. n S 
6,762. '' Flow meters." British THomson-Houston Со. (С i 
Co., U.S.A.). March 5th. мы йы ш 
6,773. Electric condensers.” L. Seca. March 5th. (France, July 8th, 


6,780. “ Electro-thermal absorber generator fo ti ses. 
e : g r for separa n processes. F. C. 
1017 " Sparking plugs." V. Bowpz. March 5th. (France, December 30th, 

6,824. ‘ Distribution with alternating electric currents." A. M. TAYvLOR. 
March 6th. 

6,832. “ Electrical signalling apparatus." Е. W. Baynes and MECHANICAL 
SUPPLIES, Lip. March 6th. 

6,851. Process for sherardising.” S. О. Cowprer-CoLes. March 6th. 

8.855. Automatic telephone systems.” AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE. MANUPACTUR- 
ING Co., W. К. Carter and R. Mercer. March 6th. 

6.858. Arrangements for detecting and utilising vibratory movements.“ 
AUTOMATIC Тв.ЕРНОМЕ Manuracturinc Co. and S. R. Smitu. March 6th. - 

6.874. Control valves." British THomson-Houston Co. March 6th. 

6,900. “ Reception of signals by wireless telegraphy.” E. C. ATKINSON. 
March 6th. а : 

‚6,907. '' Apparatus for electrically-driven submarines.'" SIEMENS-SCHUCKERI- 
wERKE. March 6th. (Germany, December 5th, 1914.) 

im Electric condensers." L. SEcAL. March 6th. (France August 14th, 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1918. 
13,080. DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENERGY. W. T. Henley's Telegraph 
Works Co. and C. Grover. August 12th, 1918. (138,377.) 
17,120. AUTOMATIC ALARM DEVICES FOR USE WITH VACUUM TUBE RELAYS. M. 
Latour. October 4th, 1917. (135,383.) 
18,046. TkLEckAPHY. Т. B. Dixon. November Ist, 1917. (120,899) 


2919. 

1,343. PROTECTIVE GEAR FOR ALTERNATING ELECTRIC CURRENT GENERATORS. 
British Thomson-Houston Co. and R. M. Wilson. January 18th, 1919. 
(138,675.) 

1,731. ELECTROLYTIC CELLS. H. W. Matheson. 
(138, 406.) 

3,537. APPARATUS FOR INDICATING THE AMOUNT OF ELECTRIC CURRENT PASSING 
THROUGH A NETWORK BOX LINK AND THE LIKE. A. F. M. Gatrill. February 13th, 
1919. (138,430.) 

3,725. MAGNETO-ELECTRIC LIGHTING SETS FOR CYCLES AND THE LIKE. L. 
Rosengart. December 21st, 1919. (186,848.) : 3 
3,888. AUTOMATIC INDICATOR OF FAILING ELECTRIC CURRENT. F. Hope-Jones 
and Synchronome Co. February 17th, 1919. (138,708.) 

9,977. ELECTRIC CUT-OUTS FOR CIRCUIT BREAKERS. W. H. Illingworth. Feb- 
ruary 18th, 1919. (138,439.) 

4,196. METHOD AND MEANS FOR CONNECTING SPAN WIRES AND FITTINGS FOR 
THE SUSPENSION OF CONDUCTOR OR TROLLEY WIRES IN OVERHEAD WIRE SYSTEMS 
OF BLECTRIC TRACTION, Brecknell, Munro & Rogers and A. M. Willis, February 
20th, 1918. (138,441.) 

4,811. Fittincs FOR ELECTRIC AND OTHER LAMPS. W. Harrison and E. Н. 
R. W. Eyre. February 26th, 1919. (138,447.) 

4,887. AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC CONTROL APPARATUS. S. H. Adams. February 
27th, 1919. (138,721.) 

4,970. PRODUCTION OF TONE CURRENTS FOR TELEPHONE CIRCUITS, Siemens 
Bros. & Co. and W. H. Grinsted. February 27th, 1919., (138,723.) 

5.494. ELECTRIC ADAPTORS FOR LIGHTING AND OTHER PURPOSES. Benjamin 
Electric, Ltd., and G. Campbell. March Sth, 1919. (138,728.) 

5.706. ELECTRIC STORAGE CELLS. C. J. V. Fery. April 30th, 1917. (124.211) 
6,001. TRANSMISSION GEAR AND BRACKET FOR THE MAGNETOS Ор MOTOR- 
VEHICLES. T. R. R. Chilcott. March 11th, 1919. (138,460.) | 
6,838. ELECTRIC POWER STEERING-GEAR FOR SHIS OR OTHER VESSELS. T. Reid. 
March 19th, 1919. (138,744.) 

6.951. METHODS OF AND APPARATUS FOR PRODUCING VACUA. Western Electric 
Co. March 20th, 1919. (138,745.) 

7,781. ELECTRICALLY-DRIVEN ROTARY PUMPS, Drysdale & Co, J.. W. W. 
Drvsdale and J. Young. March 38th, 1919. (138,753.) 

8,213. ELecTRICAL TIME SWITCHES. E. Schattner. April Ist, 1919. (138,756.) 

8,551. DRAIN DEVICES FOR ELECTRIC. STORAGE BATTERIES. Р. D. Ivey and 
A. J. Salisbury. April 4th, 1919. (138,488) 

10,066. ELECTRIC STORAGE BATTERY CELLS. P. D. Ivey and A. J. Salisbury. 
April 22nd, 1919. (138,773.) i 

13,362. TFLEPHONE SYSTEMS. W. J. Mellersh-Jackson. (International Callo- 
phone Corporation. Мау 27th, 1919. (138,350.) 

14.761. Krkcrkic INSULATORS: H. Lutz. June llth, 1919. (138,539.) 

16,635. ELECTRIC INDICATING-DEVICRKS TO BE USED ON TAXI-CABS AND THE LIKE. 
H. Richardson and E. H. Palmer. July 3rd. 1919. (138,807.) 

16.600. TELEPHONE EXCHANGES. — Siemens Bros. & Co. and T. Pettigrew. 
July 2nd, 1919. (138.544.) 

17311. ELECTRIC INCANDESCENT Lamers. Siemens & Halske Akt. Ges, Decem- 
ber 29th, 1916. (112,264.) 

17,528. SUBAQUEOUS SOUND DIAPHRAGM MECHANISM, W. 
(Submarine Signal Co July loth, 1919. (138. 50.) 

19182 SHADES OR REFLECTORS FOV ELECTRIC LAMPS 
Lea August 2nd, 1919 138.558.“ 

19.250. ELECTRIC FUSIBLE CUT-OUTS 
3th, 1919. (138,009.) 

19.493. MaAGNETO-ELECTRIC POCKET LAMP. 
August 7th, 1918. (130,996.) 

21,052. Sax KING ros. В. D. Bellamy and Suburban Motors, Lid. August 
97th, 1919. (138,825.) 

21,258. GALVANOMETERS AND LIKE MEASURING INSTRUMENTS. ].. Johnson. 
August 29th, 1919. (138,826.) 

23.978. CONTACT BREAKERS FOR HIGH-TENSION MAGNETOS. A. Anzani. Octo- 
ber 9th, 1918. (133,078.) 

25.420. KEGULATORS FOR DYNAMO-ELECTKIC MACHINES. 
18th, 1916. (133,967.) 

25.948. ELECTRIC EXCESS CURRENT INDICATORS. E. Schattner. April Ist, 
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No. 2,209. 


THE ELECTRIC LAMP REPORT. 


THE Report to the Standing Committee on ‘Trusts regarding 
the manufacture of electric lamps, of which we commence 
a reprint in this issue, is a remarkable document, and 
contains much information of great interest to the electrical 
industry. Although the members of the Sub-Committee 
which carried out the inquiry are practically unknown in 
electrical circles, they appear to bave acquired a thorough 
grasp of the subject, and while the Report is not free from 
mistakes, it is on the whole a very able, impartial, and 
judicial pronouncement. 

The word Trust in the sense of a commercial alliance 
has somewhat unsavoury associations, and is often used by the 
Press—especially that section of it which has a Socialistic 
complexion—as a term of reproach or abuse. Call a dog 
by a bad name —and hang him." Ite evil reputation comes 
from the other side of the Atlantic, where Trusts of 
undoubtedly shady character have flourished in the past, 
battening on the vitals of the public, so that at last even 
the United States Government has been compelled to bring 
them under State control; but not all Trusts sre malevolent 
and harmful to the public welfare, and we should not allow 
our minds to be swayed or our judgment, distorted by the 
suggestion conveyed in the name of the Committee. 

Let us then examine the Report and the conclusions of 
the Sub-Committee with an open and unprejudiced mind. 
First, it is interesting to note that the word “ trust ” is not 
used, the alternative expression in the terms of reference 
“ trada combination " being employed. The power imputed 
to this body as regards 90 to 95 per cent. of the lamp 
industry will not be disputed ; neither will it be denied 
that the operations of the Association have maintained 
prices to the public at a higher level than would have 
resulted from unrestrained competition. It is alleged that 
the trading discounts granted to distributors are unduly 
high, and that the prices of the lamps could be reduced by one- 
third while leaving the makers and dealers a satisfactory 
profit. The charge is made that lamps bought in Holland, 
which could have been sold here at 8s. each with a sub- 
stantial profit, were sold to the public at 12s. 6d., the lamp 


trade thus netting £280,000 in excess of a reasonable profit. 


The three licensor firms are charged with imposing upon 
other firms in the combination an undesirable restriction 


. upon output, and the observance of patente which have been - 
quashed in the Courts. The Sub-Committee sees a risk of 


the British lamp industry being subordinated to American 
or international control, and calls for the institution of 


national control in the hands of a Department of State. 


Thus the Report ranges from criticism to indictment, from - 


statements of fact to proposals for legislation, 
In pre-war times we often lamented the fact that the 


prices obtained for electrical manufactures in this country 


were inadequate to provide that reasoneble margin for 
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research and development, without which it was impossible 
for the industry to keep pace with the progress of ite more 
fortanate competitors: in foreign countries. We cannot, 
therefore—nor do we wish to do so—reproach the manu- 


facturers for adopting the only means at their disposal for. 


attaining this end, provided, of course, that the margin is a 
reasonable one. Further, we have consistently supported 
the claims of traders to recognition by the manufacturing 
firms -in the shape ef trade discounts which are withheld 
from thé general public; and we have maintained the 
unquestionable right of the inventor and patentee to the 
just reward of his labour and ingenuity. All these pointe 
are involved in the question of price maintenance, and all 
of them, we believe, will command the approval of our 
readers. ,But the question is raised whether, in this case, 
the various margins of profit are in due proportion, and of 
reasonable dimensions. 

^ Та Ње space at our disposal: we cannot discues the matter 
at length; briefly, we hold that, while the manufacturers 
certainly erred on the safe side in pre-war days, and might 
well have reduced their selling price to the trade, the fact 
that’ аб price to-day remains almost the same, although 
the value of money has fallen to less than half the pre-war 
standard, indicates that, relatively to other commodities, 
the price of lamps to the trade has fallen to a value which 
is no longer unreasonably inflated. It should be borne in 
mind that patent rights are of limited duration, and are 
liable at any moment to become valueless owing to the 
introduction of improved methods How much the 
associated firms have spent on research in this connection, 
we do not know, but it is within our knowledge 


that the equipment of.the largest. factory in this country 


was scrapped repeatedly in pre-war years, and the British 
patent rights were acquired at a heavy cost. So much for 
the manufacturers’ position ; the case of the distributors is 
on a different footing altogether. 
of patents being quashed or superseded, they incur no outlay 
for patent rights or for research, they have no plant to 
bécome obsolete—they ate purely middlemen, and the 
bigger they are, under the Association system, the bigger 


are their profits and the easier their functions. While we 


adhere to the doctrine of trade discounts, we feel that in 
the lamp trade the rates of discount have been inordinately 


and quite unnecessarily high. ‘We see no reason why a 
dealer in, a large way should be ір a position to pocket 
r lamp—more than the net cost. 
In the case of bicycles, typewriters, &c., 


from 1s, 2d. to 1s. 6d. 
of manufacture ! 
itis notorious that similar conditions have obtained, but 
the. circumstances have. been very different, and we 
believe, with the Sub-Committee, tbat the price to the 
public should have been greatly lowered, together with the 
trade discounts. — ' a 

The statement that the importers and distributors of 
Dutch half-watt lamps during the war made a profit of 
£280,000 in excess of a reasonable value is generally 
regarded as the most serious and damaging item in the 


Report. These lamps could not be made in this country 
at the time, and. therefore were imported under licence of . 


the Board of Trade. The Sub-Committee has assumed that 


the difference between the list price of the most popular 


size of half-watt lamps and the price at which it could have 
been put on the market (12s. 6d., less 88.) representa the 
* excess profit" per lamp that actually accrued to the trade, 
but we understand that the vast majority of these lamps 
80 to 90 per cent.— were supplied to Government depart- 
ments and controlled firms at a price in the neighbourhood 
of 8s. and that not 5 per cent. of them were sold. at 
12s. 6d., so that the sum named is at least £250,000 in 
excess of the true profit. The reason for listing the lamps 


ata high figure is admitted in the Report—namely, that 


the British lamp makers, who intended to manufacture the 
lampe themselves as soon as circumstances permitted, could 
not be expected to encourage the sale of the imported article 
to the public. As a matter of fact, they obtained the 
machinery for making argon gas from the: Dutch firm at a 
heavy cost and under onerous conditions, after protracted 
negotiations, and commenced the manufacture as soon as 


possible, at the ‘same time lowering the list price of the 


lamps: o 


The reproach that the three licensing fims imposed- 


They run no great risk 


restrictions upon the output of the firms that they admitted 
to the Association must be considered in the light of the 
fact that they were under no obligation to issue licences at 
all, provided that they themselves were able to cope with 
the demand for vacuum lampe. The alternative course 
would have resulted in putting the seven British companies 
out of business altogether, a consequence which could only be 
regarded as highly undesirable. By enabling these com- 
panies to continue in operation, with the benefit of the infor- 
mation derived from research, and to increase their output 
at a moderate pace, whilst paying royalties which could.not be 
called excessive, the Association unquestionably acted in the 
interests of British industry. But the second item in this 
charge—that the Association took advantage of ite position 
to compel the licensees to treat invalid patents as though 
they continued in force—bears a different aspect. Besides 
ite injurious effect upon a British firm of tungsten wire 
makers, it constituted e wholly unwarranted extension of a 
monopoly which was no longer justified by letters patent, 
and established a principle which might be extended without 
limit—namely, that any material that the Association 
chose to specify must be purchased from a member of the 
Association, at, of course, any price that the member chose 
to name. This is a proceeding which we regard as repre- 
hensible and contrary to the interests of British industry. 

The last paragraph of the Report is the only one that 
embodies a definite recommendation—namely, that trade 
combinations should be brought under the control of a 
Department of State. "Viewing the question broadly, as 
affecting all such combinations in ail industries, we are 
disposed to agree with the Committee. As we have said 
above, not all Trusts” are  maleficent ; but some 
undoubtedly are, and we believe that the establishment of 
some such controlling authority, while it would relieve the 
public mind and guard agaiust abuses, would at the same 
time protect the beneticent type of Trust from unfounded 
charges. | 

In the present instance, while the inquiry was certainly 
justified by its results, and has brought to light the 
existence of practices which, in our opinion, ought to be 
discontinued, we do not feel that anything in the nature of а, 
scandal has been revealed. The Report in various places 
commends the action of the Association: it points out that 
the price of lamps was prevented from rising as well as 
from falling, and it commends the Association for removing 
the restrictions on output of the licensees during the war. 
In many places it suggests undesirable things that the 
Association might do if it chose, whilst admitting that it 
did not so choose. It points out that the licensees’ output 
for export was not restricted. It commends the Association 
for undertaking to supply bulbs and caps to all lamp makers 
without discrimination. It points out that without some 
combination the British lamp-making industry could not 
have held its own against foreign competition, and agrees 
that profits should be adequate to provide for research and 
experiment. In fact, the Report.is far from being so con- 
demnatory as the extracts selected by the daily Press 
would lead one to believe. We understand that one of the 
largest British worxs was about to be doubled in capacity 
when the.war broke out, and that the extension is only 
now delayed hy the dilatory methods of the building trades ; 
when the new factory comes into operation, prices will be 
lowered. But for the fact that, before the gas-filled lamp 
was invented, the use of United States patents had been 
secured to this country by the formation of the Association, 
we should have been at the mercy of American manu- 
facturers in respect of the half-watt lamp. New Westlake 
machines have been bought at an enormous price from 
the United States, and are now at work in the North, 
rendering this country independent of imported lamp 
bulbs. In two years, we are informed, prices will be 
reduced 40 per cent. owing to increased output; cheap 
lamps are essential to the development of the electric 
lighting industry, and the prospect of a material reduction 
in price will be generally welcomed. | 

` We have no doubt that the Association will give careful 
consideration to the contents of the Report, and we hope 
that the undesirable methods to which we have drawn 
attention will be especially scrutinised, with a view to their 
odification or abolition, 
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ELECTRIC POWER AT THE WORKS OF THE VAUXHALL MOTORS, LTD. 


AT the invitation of Messrs. Vauxhall Motors, Ltd., we 
recently paid a visit to the company's works at Luton to 
see the electrical equipment, which is described below. 
This concern is an offshoot of the Vauxhall Ironworks Co., 
of Wandsworth Road, London, which built the first, Vaux- 
hall car in 1903; two years later the company moved to 
Luton, and in 1907 Vauxhall Motors, Ltd., was formed as 


a separate company, to devote itself entirely to the manu- 


facture of motor-cars. In the following year the Vauxhall 
car was the only one which passed through the 2,000-mile 
International Retiability Trial of the R.A.C. without 
losing a single point, and without replenishing water or 
lubricating oil, thus at once establishing its reputation as 
one of the finest cars of the time. Aided by exhaustive 
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—and we have no hesitation in describing the factory as a 
model of its kind, laid out and equipped on scientific lines 
and maintained in the highest degree of efficiency. 

The workshops are of one storey, and are built with 
woodlined' saw-tooth roofs for north lighting; they are pro- 
vided with heating pipes overhead, a system which has 
proved thoroughly satisfactory. Owing to the adoption of 
the individual drive, the new machine shop, with which we 


are mainly. concerned, is of light construction and moderate 


height, with comparatively few columns to carry. the roof. 
„General“ lighting has been carried out with semi-indirect 
fittings suspended from the roof, on а scale which renders 
the use of auxiliary lamps superfluous. Grinding and 
wood-working machines are provided with powerful exhaust 
fan draught to carry off dust and shavings. Perfect cleanli- 
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| Ето. 2.—GRINDERS DRIVEN 
DIRECT AND BY BELT. 


research at a heavy cost, the company rapidly improved 
its engines and chassis, and in 1910 a 20-H.P. Vauxhall 


car att ined a speed above 100 M.P.H.—a record for that 
rating, which was followed by many other striking feats, . 


including the winning of 80 first prizes and highest awards 
in 1913, a greater achievement than that of any other car. 
Then came the war, and the company's whole output was 


supplied to the Government, consisting entirely of 25-H. P. 


cars for staff use. j ! 
Important.extensions became necessary; and the works 

were reorganised on the most modern lines, involving the 

use of electricity in a variety of applications—lightihg, 


power, telephony, time service, and the heating of the offices | 


Fig. 1.—TBRANSFORMERS, MAIN SWITCHBOARD, AND TIME CONTROL BOARD. 
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FIG. 3.—MILLING MACHINES DRIVEN 
BY GEARED MOTOBS. 


ness and order are enforced in all departments—the floors 
are immaculately clean and tidy, stands are provided for 
workmen’s hats and coats, and a large well-lighted mess- 
room adjoins the workshops. ү K 
To maintain the bighest quality of the company's pro- 
ducts, and to minimise waste of labour, an exceptionally 
complete system of inspection is in force. Every class of 
raw material is tested on delivery by chemical analysis and 
mechanical tests, well- equipped laboratories being provided 
for this purpose. Special attention is given to the heat 
treatment of steel, for which purpose electrical furnaces are 
admirably suited, and are therefore employed, The micro- 


scope plays a prominent part in these tests. After each 
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machinery operation, each part passes through the viewing 
room before re-issue for the following operation, thus en- 
suring that hidden faulte shall be detected at the earliest 
possible stage, The Newall system of limit gauges is in 
use, to obtain interchangeability, and jigs are used not only 
for the metal parts of the car, but also for the wooden parta 
of the Sorted, By such means the greatest economy of 


time and labour is secured. 
Like the Austin Motor works, whose power plant we 
recently described, the Vauxhall works were originally 


Fic. 4.—-INDIVIDUAL DRIVE 
WITH COUNTERSHAFTS, 


driven by direct current, supplied by the Luton Corporation 
at 500 volts ; but when the works were extended on the 
outbreak of war, the new shops were equipped for three- 
phase current, and at the same time the principle of 
individual motor drive was adopted. The sawmills, repair 
shops, and offices, are still supplied with direct current. 
The a.c. supply being given at 6,600 volte, transformers of 
125 K.v.a. each were put in, together with a handsome 
switchboard, mounted on a dais overlooking the assembly 
shop. The switchboard, which is illustrated in fig. 1, is 
divided into three sections: one for the high-pressure side 
of the transformers at the left hand, fitted with oil-break 
switches, ammeters, and three supply meters ; one with two 
transformer secondary panels, each equipped with a switch, 
voltmeter, and ammeter, a summation panel provided with 
ammeter (which can be connected with any phase), watt- 
meter, and power-factor meter, and an earth indicator, and 
three feeder panels each equipped with a switch and 
ammeter; and a section consisting of seven circuit panels 
for the D.c. supply, and two lighting panels. The a.c. 
switches are all fitted with time-element overload relays, 
and are mechanically operated by means of hand-wheels. 
The a.c. power supply is given at 440 volte, and the A. C. 
lighting circuits are fed through transformers at 250 volte. 
The transformers are oil-cooled, and were made by the Brush 
Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd., while the д.с. switchboard 
was supplied by Messrs. Johnson & Phillips, Ltd., and the 
D.C. board by Messrs. Bertram Thomas. 

An additional transformer, of 250 k. v. A., is on order, 
and with the corresponding switehgear will fill up the 
whole space available. The p. c. load, which includes a 
very heavy ligbting load, amounts to 100-150 Kw. The 
circuit-breakers on the main switchboard which control the 
office lighting nre operated by push- buttons jn the general 
ulliee, The earth indicator consiste of three lampa— red, 
rrcen and yellow—connected between the three phases and 
caith, and is always in circuit ; an earth on one phase causes 


the corresponding lamp to go out, whilst the other two 
brighten. 

The assembly shop was originally used as a machine shop, 
and was built to carry shafting and a crane; the adoption 
of individual drive enabled a lighter construction to be used, 
with a lower roof, thus saving on capital cost. The belt- 
driven machines had to be adapted for individual drive. 
and the various methods adopted for this purpose are 
exceptionally interesting. 

lig. 2 is noteworthy, as showirg ccntrasted the old and 


Fic. 5.—INDIVIDUAL DRIVE 
WITH CHANGE-SPEED GEAR Fox, 


newer methods of driving a grinder ; the former is seen in 
the background, with an elaborate overhead framing t» 
carry the shafting, which is driven by a motor carried on a 
wall-bracket ; the lutter is in the foreground, and it will be 


Ето. 6.~AUTOMATIO LATHES О ткт Driven BY Morons. 


seen that the motor is fixed on the floor behind tho grinder, 
the starter being attached to the framo of the machine. 
big. 8 shows а row of Parkson milling machines: here the 
2-H. P. motor is mounted on the machine itself, and drives 


. by spur gearing. Pig. 4, again, shows a totally different 


| f 
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device; the 2-H.P. motor, fixed on a short pedestal, drives 
by belt two short countershafts mounted on the top of a 
column, from which the Archdale thread-milling machine 
is driven. In fig. 5 we have a variation of the last device; 
in this case two rows of Ward turret lathes have been 
alapted to individual drive by mounting a Vauxhall change- 
spe:d gear-box on the top of the column, as the intermediary 
between the 1-H.P. motor and the lathe, with belt drive. 

A row of Potter & Johnson automatic lathes is seen in 


Fic. 7.—CAPSTAN LATHES WITH CHAIN DRIVE, 


fig. 6, with 4-H.P. motors geared direct to the main shafts. 
There are 40 of these machines. 

Fig. 7 shows a range of Herbert capstan lathes driven by 
Renold chains, the 4-H.P. motors being fixed on the floor, 
with a device for tightening the chains, and adjusting the 
guard. Lastly, fig. 8 shows a neat method of arranging the 
chain and belt drive of a multiple-spindle drill. 

Power is brought to the machines in a systematic way. 


ElecRev 


FId. 9.— BACK OF Fc:iBoaRr, 


Three 36-way distribution fuse-boards, hy Messre. J. linsen 
and Phillips, are fixed at intervals in the end wall of the 
shop, which is about 14 in. thick ; the back of the board is 
accessible from the exterior, as shown in fig. 9, on the 
removal of iron shutters—an extremely neat and convenient 
device, which at the same time reduces the space occupied 
tothe minimum. A lighting transformer is housed in a 
pit in front of each board, and Key fibre ducts are carried 
from the boards along the end of the shop, and in parallel 
rans of four, tapering off to three and two, transversely to 
the shop, with hand-holes at frequent intervals, so that 
there is a hand-hole near every machine. 


There are over 10 miles of cable under the floor of the 
machine shop; all the large machines are on separate 
circuits, and in addition to the fuses on the distribution 
boards, each motor is protected by overload relays and no- 
volt release coils on the larger sizes and triple-pole switch 
fuses on the smaller sizes. | 


Fia. 8.—CHAIN AND BELT-DRIVEN 
MULTIPLE DRILL. 


_ From the hand-hole a steel pipe is led to the starter, and 
18 connected to the frame of the machine, as well as to an 
earthing wire in the ducts. No cable is exposed anywhere. 
The hand-holes are of concrete, and are covered with chequer 
plates. On each fuseboard is an earth indicator, like that 
on the main switchboard, by the aid of which a fault can be 
located and rectified before any serious trouble can develop. 
Any motor in the shop can be fed from either of the three 
distribution boards, thus enabling the load on each panel to 
be balanced. There аге 270 motors, ranging from 4 Н.Р. 
to 20 H.P.; all from J to 4 Н.Р. are made by the British 


— — 
Fla. 10.—PART SECTIONAL DRAWING OF G.E.C. FITTING. 


Thomson- Houston Co., Ltd ; the 5-H.P. motors are by the 
British Westinghouse Co. (now Metropolitan- Vickers, Ltd.), 
and the larger sizes by Messrs. Orompton & Co., Ltd. Thus 
the number of spares to be stocked is kept down to the 
minimum. Motors up to 4 H.P. are switched directly on to 
the mains without any starter, and, if necessary, are reversed 
in the same way, without any pause. Above 4 Н.Р. star- 
delta starters are used, and for 15 and 20 H. P. auto- 
transformers are provided. | 

As we have already mentioned, the lighting of these 


shops is carried out on a liberal scale, so that the same 


high degree of accuracy can be maintained as easily under 
artificial light as in daylight. In accordance with the 
recommendations of the Illuminating Engineering Depart- 
ment of the General Electric Co., Ltd., the degree of 
illumination varies in the different shops. according to the 
type of work done in each, and ranges from 4 to 7 ft.- 
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candles: uniform illumination is aimed at throughout the 
whole area of each shop, eliminating shadows and dispensing 
with local lighting. The lamps used are 100-, 150- and 
200-watt Osrams of the ** Atmos " type, and the fitting is 
known as the G.E.C. FA 9360. It is illustrated in 
fig. 10, p. 389. "There are in the machine shops 275 semi- 
indirect 200-watt lighting fittings. One-thira of the lighting 
is supplied .from each, main distribution fuseboard, and 


there is a Tucker 30-ampere switch on every column con- 


Fic. 11.—GENT TIME CONTROL BOARD, 


trolling a group of 10 lamps in the immediate vicinity. 
No other lamps are used, and, although the lighting con- 
sumption is fairly heavy, the company considers the money 
well spent. The lighting cables are run in screwed conduit. 
The lamps are well seen in figs, 5 and 7. 
The time-service system was supplied by Messrs. Gent 
and Co., Ltd., and comprises an accurate transmitter con- 
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FIG. 13.—SIEMENS AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGE, 


trolling some 40 dials and Gledhill-Brook time recorders 
distributed throughout the shops and cffices. The main 
board is shown in fig. 11; it carries the transmitter, two 
programme ringers, two relays, and a warning bell, as well 
as the battery-charging switchgear. The programme ringers 
each contain a large metal ring with a series of holes into 
which pegs eau be inserted, enabling any desired programme 
of signals to be automatically given, which can be changed 
at will. In this case bells in the works are sounded twice 
at five minutes to the hour of commencing work, and once at 
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{һе hour. A different programme is provided for the offices. 


: Current impulses are transmitted at half-minute intervals 


to the dials and recorders, which are all connected in series, 


the pressure employed being 110 volts.. The recorders are 


controlled by a device similar to that shown in fig. 12, which 


releases the spring-driven movement every half minute, and 


allows the mechanism to advance by a corresponding 
amount. Thus uniform time is maintained throughout the 


establishment—a factor of no little importance. j 


An automatic telephoue system, supplied by Messrs. 


"Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., is installed in the works, in 


addition to the Post Office private branch exchange; the 
switchboard provides for 70 lines, with seven selectors, and 
is illustrated in fig. 13. It is mounted in a handsome 
cabinet on the switchboard platform, and close to it is a 
neat little battery room containing the batteries for the 
time and telephone services. 

Central heating is employed in the offices, supplemented 
by electric raliators. In the messroom, part of the cooking 
is done electrically, a potato steamer proving most useful, 


FIG. 12.—DEVICE CONTROLLING TIME RECORDER. 


as well as an electric oven, both of Messra. Crompton's 
make. 

The offices are very handsomely constructed and equipped. 
For the purpose of sorting and tabulating the shop time 
cards, machines made by the British Tabulating Machine 
Co. are used, which perform their work with extraordinary 
speed and certainty, and save a vast amount of clerical 
Jabour and mistakes. 

That tle interests of the work- 
people are well looked after by the 
company was obvious on every hand. 

The whole of the electrical and 
mechanical equipment was designed 
and carried out by the company’s 
own staff. The adoption of the 
individual drive has proved wholly 
satisfactory ; the cost of the in- 
xu stallation, allowing for the reduced 
s cost of buildings, and the abolition 
. of shafting, is somewhat greater in 
the first instance, but the advantages 
gained far outweigh this drawback. 
The failure of a motor affects only one 
machine. When a machine stops, 
the consumption of energy for it ceases 
also, and the all-round saving of energy 
due to this and to the absence of 
friction losses in the line shafting is 
remarkable. It is best illustrated by 
the fact that since the adoption of 
the individual drive, the plant has 
been doubled without increasing the 
| consumption of energy.. The. use: of 
three-phase motors has also been justified by the results ; 
even the smallest motors — down to } H.P—are fed at 
440 volts, and the number of breakdowns has been 
trifling. 

In conclusion, we have to thank Messrs. , Vauxhall 
Motors, Ltd., for the opportunity of visiting this interesting 
installation, which exemplifies the latest practice, and pl oto- 
graphing their machines. We are especially indebted to 
Mr. G. C. Jack, u:sistant, works manager, for the courtesy 
with which he conducted us over the works. 
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Тнк author, having been connected with the electrical 
power side of military engineering during the last three 
years, and having had opportunities of studying wur 
and pre-war methods of the French and Germans in 
north-east France and Flanders, thinks that some ran- 
dom notes might be of interest. The more the past is 
discussed, its failures or successes, the greater the 


chances for the future, and with these views in mind 


the following notes have been prepared. The work 
done by the British Army will be noted from time to 


‘time, but space does not allow of detailed particulars; 


good work was done, largely in accordance with local 
standards, in the face of great difficulties and frequent 
discouragements ; we “© muddled through ” as in nearly 
every thing done in the war, but there is evidence that 
the military powers that be now, realise that eleg- 
tricity in warfare has come to stay. ' 

In France, owing to legislation based on the desire 
to assist rather than to obstruct, very great develop- 
ment has taken place before and during the war, and 
although local conditions differ, and we have nothing 
similar to the Prefectural system, there is no reason 


-why many of the features existing in France should 


not be adopted in the United Kingdom; the present 


.would seem to be an opportune time for the discussion 


of such questions. 

The author in preparing the following notes wishes 
to acknowledge the assistance and large amount of in- 
formation continuously given him in France by officers 
of the Service Electrique of the French Army, and by 
the officers of the Military Electric Light Companies, 
and especially the late Col. Pierart, Major Redan, Capt. 
Boulanger, and the managers of power companies and 
others who freely gave particulars of their technical ex- 
periences. The Service Electrique supplied the author 
with a number of plans and photographs to assist in the 
preparation of this article. 

The war has brought many allied professional men 
together, and it is to be hoped that practical steps will 
he taken to keep alive the good feeling which existed 
during the war between British and French electrical 
шеп. 

Electricity has become since the beginning of the 


century a valuable factor in warfare; the increase in 
the use of scientific engines of offence, and methods of 
defence, has led to its general employment. 


France and Germany started the war with the great 


‘advantage of national service, with the result that their 


"armies were at one with the people. 
engineers and scientific men under such a régime had 


to take part in some form of military training, the 


e. 


liaison between the soldier, the engineer, and the scien- 
tist was much closer than it has been, or probably can 
be, with a professional army. A nation in arms gives 


‘the arms “the first pick of engineers and electricians, 
Without? the backstairs intrigue of local tribunals, an! 


— 


as all members of Parliament must have served in the 


Arm, and have learned something at least of the ele- 


ments of duty, it is difficult for any trade uniom leaders 
to get any trade made immune from service; it was, 
therefore, much easier for French and German Electri- 
cal Companies to get the men they wanted than for us 


to do so. 


When the war broke out the Germans had already 
studied. the problems of the use of electricity in the 
war zone, and had detailed information ready regarding 
tlie lighting and power systems in France and Belgium. 

Although electric light work had been the subject of 
detailed study by F rench military engineers before the 
War, a definite electric power organisation was started 
only about a vear after the war began, but the elastic 
orranisation of the French army lent itself to rapid 
development, and in a very short time 500 km. of H.T. 
line were erected, 


‘tively inexpensive expedients, 


: West Front’ over 2 ‚000 miles of н.т. 
"several hundred were at 30,000 or 45,000 volts; and 
восем steel cross arms were found in stock at one 


.the absolute limit. 


As practically all 


Electric light distribution, with the aid of. compara- 
is to be found in. abont 
4,000 communes in France and 12,000 communes in 
Gerinany, and оћсеѓѕ and nien in both these armies 
were aceustomed to see power lines älong the high roads. 


The necessity of providing the personnel for such work 


was recognised, ‘and regulations ‘were drawn up with 
the approval of the general staff which made the opera- 
tion and utilisation of such lines a possibility, even in 
modern warfare. 

During the war the Germans probably erected on the 
line, of which 


German depot after the armistice for 500, miles of 


:40,000-vólt line, and a large stock of heavy poles for 
a similar length was being collected. French military 
engineers put up well over 1,000 miles of н.т. linę, 
. and were engaged in the 'erection of a line, largely with 
‘Algerian rough labour, 


at 90,000 volts: “That is to 
say, the French and Germans combined put up probably 
more overhead power line during the war than existed 
before the war in most parts of tlio British Empire 


(outside Canada) put together. PS 


CONCESSIONS AND REGULATIONS IN FRANCE. | 

In France it is recognised’ that if the supply of elec- 
tricity in rural districts 18 to become an economic pos- 
sibility, power lines must be built of an inexpensive 
character, and the amount of apparatus cut down to 
In order to prevent or limit the 
dangers of local blackmail, maximum payments to com- 
munes or other bodies are laid down, the fees diminish- 
ing with the population, while the ultimate power of 
veto practically remains with the Prefect. н 

The Government laws and regulations compared with 
those in the British Isles are very fair, although some 
American officers have considered them more stringent 
than those in some States of the U.S.A. The laws and 
regulations do not have penalties on every page, in fact, 
when looking through thein, it is difficult to find any. 
The Government telegraph authorities are comparatively 
reasonable, and the railways have come to the conclusion 
that H.T. crossings, when designed with common sense, 
are not a continuous source of danger. ln many ‘areas 
even where steam is the motive power, eleatrieity has 
become the poor man's light; the use of 110/190 volts 
А.С. naturally, tends to obviate the use of experisive 
fittings and wiring, and fatalities at this voltage. are ex- 
ceedingly rare. 

It has at times been urged by those, whose sense of 
technical propriety is offended by inexpensive. structures 


_or lines, that the climate of the Continent is much more 
.favourable to overhead distribution than that of the 
United Kingdom; but those who have spent several years 


in the Departments of the Nord or Pas de Calais agree 
that there are storms as severe and snow as thiek as N 
experienced at home. 

The regulations relating to electricity are formed 
after consultation with a permanent Governinent Elec- 
trical Committee of 30 members ; half of the number are 
professional and business representatives of the. large 
electrical industries, and the other members are co-opt»1 
from the Government Ministries of the Interior, Public 
Works, Commerce and industry, Posts and Telegřapns, 
War, and Agriculture. The rules are revised from time 


to time to conform with the progress of technology and 


business, therefore there 1s little danger of their becom- 


ing a stumbling block to the development of. electricity 
; E 


It is usual to get an electricity supply declared 
'* Utilité Publique,“ whereby certain privileges of the 


| Public Works are enjoyed, and the. planting. of posts, 


trimming of trees, attachment of conductors te houses 
and otliér easements, can then be usually obtained with- 
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out much trouble or expense. The engineer of a large 
power company told the author that he had once nv- 
tained concessions in 15 communes after only a few days’ 


work. Owing to the earlier development of gas lighting. 


the law allows a monopoly of illumination, but not for 
power or for industrial lighting of factories as an ad- 
junct to the power supply. Electric light and power is, 
therefore, usually in the hands of gas and electricity 
companies. As a rule this fact does not seem to have 
checked the use of electricity very much, although some 
cases have occurred where the Germans connected a 
town to power mains, and after the war the lines were 
not repaired or lighting continued, because of the gas 
monopoly. Although France is a democratic country, 
the local authorities are usually sufficiently intelligent 
to understand that the development of electricity is of 
public and national interest, and that for efficient work- 
ing and development, especially in rural districts, it is 
best to leave the business in the hands of experts, rather 
than to allow self-advertising tradesmen or friends cf 
the people " to interfere in matters they do not under- 
stand, taking a certain proportion of the receipts of the 
companies, directly or indirectly, by way of octroi, way- 
leaves, and other forms of contribution. In Paris, 
however, where the professional politician has perhaps 
more scope, some of the electricity and traction com- 
panies have been very badly treated. 

There is always a tendency for people to think that 
arrangements elsewhere are the best, especially when 
faced with worrying opposition or formalities at home, 
but as far as France is concerned ‘‘ the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating, and the very rapid develop- 
ment of electric transmission during the three years 
before the war, even in areas where there is no exten- 
sive water power available, is proof that investors are 
confident of having fair play, and ‘‘a run for their 
money.’’ This is a remarkable contrast to the treatment 
of a large Scottish water power scheme during the war, 
when a Bill was thrown out mainly because there was 
a danger that the promoters and owners might make 
a profit out of their enterprise, despite the large amount 
of labour likely to be employed. 

Factory owners in a number of country districts 
supply light and power to surrounding areas, the supply 
being often facilitated by the initial supply to the 
houses of their employés; the cost of obtaining the con- 
cessions is trifling in comparison with the general 
convenience to the neighbourhood, good lighting being 
naturally attractive to good workmen. In one place 
visited a mill supplies several villages along about ten 
miles of road from a 30-Kw. alternator, transmitting 
at 5,000 volts. In another case the owner of a water 
mill obtained a concession as a hobby for his son, and 
supplied a neighbouring village from a turhine-driven 
alternator of 25 k. v. A. generating at 3,000 volts, the 
sole staff during the war being the proprietor, aged 
about 70, and his wife. 

Many people do not realise that in many ways the 
Frenchman's methods and laws are based on sound com- 
mon sense. He wants to keep workpeople in the country 
where thev can have healthy surroundings, and not 
fall so ready a prey to professional grievance-mongers 
as if they were cooped up in large cities ; he realises that 
a convenient supply of electricity is a most powerful 
factor in this direction. In many parts of the north 
of France village industries abound, especially the mak- 
ing of embroideries and such work, extra work being 
done in the winter when there is less to he done in the 
fields or small holdings ; in some villages or small towns 
the horse power in small motors connected is astonish- 
ing. When the Germans ransacked the north they took 
away with them much of the small machinery in order 
to teach their own people, and rob France of the trad. 

When ''Long Bertha"' (named after Bertha Krupp) 
began to bombard Paris, the process of removal of 
several important factories and industries out of Paris 
was accelerated, and a number of new factories sprang 
up in the south and west, especially in the Seine Valley. 
The process of removal to more healthy surroundings 


was distinctly encouraged by the Government, and the 
result of the bombardment may have an important bear- 
ing on the life of the future. It must be said that 
since the war France has found herself as a manu- 
facturing nation; the development of Lyons, Clermont- 
Ferrand, and many other towns outside the danger zone 
has been astonishing, and there is little doubt that 
before long she will be able to replace or rival Germany 
in the trade of the world in many items. 

When the public roadway is used for erection of power 
lines or roadside sub-stations, the following charges are 
paid to the State, Department, or Commune, for 
Routes Nationales," departmental, or communal 
routes respectively :— 

Annual payments. 


= 


Situation. Per km. line overhead Per poet or Per sq. metre 
or underground. support. occupied.* 

Paris ise see 26% 100 fr. 10 fr. 25 fr. 
Communes of 100,000 in- . 

habitants and over ... 20 „ аў = 5 „ 
Communes of 20, 000 to 

100,000... ceo өөө 10 Т] 50 cm. 20 97 
Communes under 20,000 5 „ 25 „ I 


* For transformer sub-stations or other structures. 


Where more than one line is put on the same support 
or cables are placed side by side in the same trench, the 
length is considered as one line. When special con- 
cessions are made by a commune, and as an alternative 
to the above, the following maximum charges can be 


made: Percentage of receipts. 


Lighting. Power. 
Paris 600 eee eee eee eee eee 10 p.c. b p.c. 
Communes of 100,000 inhabitants and over 4 „ 15, 
Communes of 20,000 to 100,000 eco [III 3 97 1 uj 
Communes below 20,000 өзө СІІ] eee 2 y 0'6 1? 


The lighting which is accessory to the use of power 
for industrial purposes is included with power in the 
percentage payments. Certain small charges are made 
for the expenses of Government control. Propositions 
for large schemes are examined by committees nominated 
by the Prefect, or in the case of smaller schemes covering 
а commune or syndicate of communes, by a commissioner 
nominated by the Prefect, after notice has been sent 
to Mayors of Communes. Regulations have been drawn 
up to prevent delay and to allow of the rapid subsequent 
execution of secondary lines and branches. During the 
war an arrangement was arrived at in many districts, 
with the assistance and approval of the Ministry of 
Publie Works, for the charges for power to be increased 
by 2 mils, that is 2/10 of a centime, for each franc rise 
above the pre-war price of coal per ton. As there are 
1,000 mils to the franc, and 1,000 kilos to the ton, 
this means an allowance of 2 kg. of coal per unit sold, 
which, after allowing for inferior war-time coal, ex- 
pensive oil aud stores, went sonre way towards extra 
war costs ; in some cases of small stations a further extra 
charge was allowed. Some British officers who based 
their estimates of the cost of power upon the estimate | 
consumption of petrol alone at Is. a gallon, looked upon 
French charges for power as exorbitant. 

It cannot be said that all French power companies 
are paying concerns, some distinetly are not; a number 
of the companies own six or more systems, some аге 
connected with manufacturing concerns, and others : re 
quite independent. | 

(To he concluded.) 


, 


The Portsmouth “Leader” Cable.— The Leader 
electric cable which has just been installed at Portsmouth 
Harbour is likely to prove of very valuable assistance to the 
navigators of ships when low visibility prevails, The cable, 
which is an annoured one, lies at the bottom of the fairway, 
the land end being connected with an alternating source 
of supply. Interruption of the current corresponding to pre. 
arranged signals of the Morse code, conveys to ships fitted 
with the necessary receiving apparatus their position in the 
fairway to within 500 vards of either side of the cable. An 
Admiralty order on the subject gives certain details relative 
to the position of the cable at various points in the approaches 
to Portsmouth. The advantages of the Leader ^ system 
in thick weather ure very obvious. 
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Тнк second annual Fair and Market organised by the 
International Trade Exhibitions, Ltd., was opened at the 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, on March 16th. It 
was the only trade fair of its kind held in this country that 
was international in character, and at which were displayed 
many and varied fancy goods, jewellery, and toys. The 
public was not admitted, the fair being held for the trans- 
action of strictly wholesale business. The exhibition closes 
this evening. 

The exhibits included goods contributed by Czecho- 
Slovak firms, and others came from France, Italy, Spain, 
Holland, Japan, Canada, and the United States of America. 
It was estimated that 70 per cent. of the exhibits were 
British. Goods were displayed on 421 stands, on some two 
dozen of which electrical or allied manufactures were 
shown. The stands devoted exclusively to exhibits of an 
electrical nature were few in number. 


Electrically-operated vacuum cleaners were shown on five stands, 
being exhibited by the ELECTRIC APPLIANCES Co., LTD., London ; 
"GEM" LamouzR-SAviNG DEVICE Co., Manchester ; Hoover 
SUCTION SWEEPER Co., U. S.A. and London; Magic APPLIANCES, 
LTD., London; and the REx IMPORT Co., LTD., London. 

The latter firm also exhibited a compact self-generating pocket 
electric lamp, the dimensions of which were about 1'5 in. by 8 in. 
diameter. The lamp is held in one hand, while with the other a 
ring attached to a cord is pulled, thus operating a ratchet and 
revolving magnet mechanism, which generates the necessary power 
to light the lamp. The cord, on being released, is automatically 
re-wound ready for the next pull; meanwhile, the lamp burns 
steadily. 

Another novelty shown by this firm was an electric hair-brush. 
illustrated in figs. 1 and 2, which generates its own energy. The 
" Rex brush, which is no larger than an ordinary hair-brush, and 
the metal bristles of which are carefully made so aa not to irritate 
the scalp, applies, it is claimed, a high-frequency current to the 


Fic, 1.—SELF-GENERATING ELECTRIC HAIR BRUSH, SHOWING 
HOW THE REGULATOR IS OPERATED, 


scalp and roots of the hair, giving a tonic and .invigorative effect. 
A sponge attachment is Supplied with the brush to be used for 
treatment of the skin, and for applying the current to different 
parts of the body for the relief of pains. This sponge attachment 
is an insulator when dry, but when slightly damped it conducts the 
current to the face or skin without the slightest burning or shock. 
The operation of the brush is simple—a thumb pressure of a small, 
conventently-placed lever, as shown in fig. 1, being all that is 
required to generate a continuous electric current; the power of 
which may be strengtRened or weakened at will by adjusting the 
regulator on the back of the brush, also shown in fig. l. No 
batteries are used in this brush; a small dynamo on the 


Fic, 2, —"REx " ELECTRIC HAIR BRUSH WITH BACK COVER 
REMOVED. 


back of the brush, fig. 2, generates the power. It may 
be worked at a speed as high as 10,000 в.р.м. The magneto 
armature 18 wound with very fine wire having almost 1,000 
ohms resistanoe, and when the thumb lever is worked Slowly, this 
armature sping at the approximate rate of 3,000 R.P.M. 
Electrically-operated mechanical toys were on view on four 
stands, and were ahown by the following firms :—Messrs. ROBERTS 
AND Pitt, London, electrically-propelled boats; INDIAN AND 


COLONIAL SUPPLY ASSOCIATION, London, small motors and 
generators, coils, lamps, bells, batteries, &c. ; DUBILIER CONDENSER 
Co., Lro., London, small motors and parts; and the GILBERT А.О. 
Co., U.S.A. and London, miniature chemical and electro-plating 
outfits, together with manuals for magic performances with 
the outfits, a complete outfit for teaching the fundamental prin- 
ciples of static electricity and magnetism, parta for assembling 
small motors, working miniature telephone and telegraph seta, 
including a wireless set whereby messages may be sent and received 
over short distances, different types of 110-volt motors, trans- 
formers, switches, shocking machines, &c. 


Some seven firms exhibited electric lamp fittings and shades as 
under :—MEssrs. BuLPITT & SoNs, LTD., Birmingham, aluminium 
lanterns ; ALBERT LEE & Co., LTD., London, electrical fittings, 
glassware, silk shades and batteries; MESSRS. A. A. MACKENZIE, 
Glasgow, agents for aluminium and brass candlesticks, mantle rod 
brackets, &c.; MESSRS. CHARLES SELY. London, silk and painted 
lamp shades and telephone covers; Messrs. W. SouTTER & Sons, 
LTD., Hockley, Birmingham, electric lamp fittings, floor and 
reading lamps, kettles and stands, &.: MEssks. HENRY WOLFF 
AND Co., London, linen, silk and chintz lamp shades; and the 
EXCELSIOR SHADE MANUFACTURING Co., Nottingham, “ Better- 
way" silk lamp shades and metal bands, as illustrated in figs. 3 
and 4. This is an effective and inexpensive attachment which is 
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" BETTERWAY " LAMP SHADE AND BAND. | 


supplied with a ceiling plate and three chains. or with 
scrolls, as shown in fig. 3, and a fixing disk which can be 
easily removed without detaching the lampholder. The band, 
together with the loose wire ring for fixing, is illustrated in 
fig. 4. The flounces are made of various materials, white lined, 
and are of artistic shades and designs. 


Messrs. BEATTY Bros., LTD., London, had on view a number of 
washing machines and wringers, including an electrically-driven 
model, 

THE BRITISH EvEB-READY Co., LTD., London, showed a selection 
of electrio pocket, hand, cycle, inspection, and reading lampe, 
signalling lampe, lanterns, and various typea of dry cells, batteries, 
and accumulators. | 


Messrs. CHOLLOT, Paris and London, had a working exhibit of 
powerful Tenor motor horns, and factory sirens of various sizes 
and types both manually and electrically driven. 


THE EBONESTOS MANUFACTURING Co., London, showed s varict y 
of moulded articles suitable for motor-car lighting, medical appli- 
ances, and all classes of electrical work, | 


MESSRS. HOOPER & EDMAN, LTD., Birmingham, amongst other 
exhibits, showed lamps, mirrors, aluminium ware, and electric 
motor-car lighting sets. 


THE NORTHERN RUBBER Co., LTD., Retford, Notts., showed all 
kinds of mechanical rubbers, also asbestos and leatherite hose, 
tubing, sheets, blocks, &o., and electrical gloves. 


THE REMOLINE Co., London, in addition to hardware, had on 
view batteries for pocket lamps and other electrical goods. 


Messrs, UNITED MERCHANTS, LTD., London, exhibited, amongst 
other things, Majestic" electric radiators, which are made in one 
pattern only, but can be supplied with either a single or double 
coil. The radiators, circular in shape, are very portable, light in 
weight, and the heat can be focused to any desired point. 


MESSRS, SIEMENS BROTHERS & Co., LTD., London.— This exhibit 
comprised a large variety of fluid and dry cells and batteries, in 
the numerous sizes manufactured at the firm's Woolwich works. 
and included batteries for pocket lamps, torches, bells, telephones, 
indicators, medical apparatus, electric clocks and time distributors. 
laboratories, electrical testing, &c. The products shown on this 
atand were very similar to those that were on view at the recent 
Birmingham and Crystal Palace Exhibitions. 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


Industrial Council.—The following is a list of repre- 
sentatives who will act on the employers’ side of the Home 
Counties (No. 9 Area) District Council : — | 

Municipal.—Mesars. Alderman Wilkinson, Reigate (chairman); 
Alderman Vaughan, Maidstone; Councillor Radford, Southend ; 
Councillor Legg, J.P.. Reigate; Mr. R. N. Torpy, M. I. E. E., Tun- 
bridge Wells; Mr. R. W. L. Phillips. Bedford; Mr. C. A. Blascheck, 
Canterbury. ; 

Company.—Messrs. A. I. S. Baron (Frinton-on-Sea and District 
Co.); W. E. Brandreth (Wycombe (Borough) Electric Light and 
Power Co.) ; H. Leslie Dixon (Leatherhead and District Electricity 
Co.); J. Eustace (Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd., Chelmsford) ; 
Arthur Grover (Hindhead Co.); T. Hesketh (Folkestone Co.); 
G. W. Spencer Hawes (Reading Co.); A. J. Wray (Banbury Co.). 
Secretary, T. W. Cole. 


New Indian Electrical Companies.—Among the new 


companies recently formed in India are the British India Electric 
Construction Co., Ltd., 103. Clive Street, Calcutta, capital, 1,000,000 
rupees, to carry on an, electrical engineering business ; and the 
Tate Electro-Chemical Co., Navassari Buildings, Hornby Road, 
Bombay, capital, 2,500,000 rupees. 


A Satisfied Consumer.“ —An electrical manufacturing 
firm that has been advertising in our pages for considerably over 
20 years, writes expressing appreciation of the value of our adver- 
tising space. In a recent issue the firm advertised a new type of 
apparatus, and within seven days 27 inquiries and three firm orders 
were received. 


“Gentlemen, you may Smoke!“ Messrs. Dick, KERR 
AND Co., electrical engineers, have started a three months’ experi- 
ment at their Strand Road Works, Preston, in which from 10 to 
10.16 a.m. and 3 to 3.15 p.m. the men will be allowed to smoke, on 
the condition that they continue with their work. This concession 
has been obtained by the shop stewards, who acted on the request of 
the men. 


A Swedish Bolier Cieaning Co.— The Elektriska Pann- 
rensings A. B., of Gothenberg, which has an ordinary share capital 
of 100,000 kroner, earned net profits of 92.300 kroner in 1919, and 
intends to pay a dividend at the rate of 20 per cent. The patent 
account has been entirely written off,the sum of 250,000 kroner 
having been provided for this purpose last year. 


The Swedish Allmanna Co.—A preliminary statement 
issued by the managers of the Svenska Allmanna Elektriska A. B. 
records net profits of about 8,000,000 kroner for 1919, as compared 
with 7,718,000 kroner in the preceding year. It ie proposed to pay 
a dividend of 10 per cent., this contrasting with 15 per cert. in 
1918 and 20 per cent. in 1917. 


Norwegian Cable Works.—The A. 8. Nordiska Kabel og 
Traad Fabriker reports a surplus of 4,969,000 kroner for 1919, and 
a dividend at the rate of 25 per cent. 


Catalogues Wanted.— THE Рето-<сотт Co., of 17, Frome 
Road, Wood Green, London, N.. want catalogues, price-lists, 
samples, &c., from manufacturers of accumulators, dry cells, small 
motors, switches, small instruments, and miniature fittings. 


Catalogues Wanted for Tanganyika.—The manager of 
the Electric Light Works P.W.D. Tanganyika Territory, Dar-es- 
Salaam, would be glad to have contractors’ lista of electrical 
supplies of all descriptions suitable for a 440/220-volt D.C. supply, as 
the station is being rebuilt. The department is also supplying motors, 
lamps, fans, and cooking apparatus, with easily renewable elementa. 


Catalogues Wanted for Cuba. — The Commercial 
Secretary to Н.М. Legation at Havana (Mr. С. T. Milne, O.B.E.), is 
desirous of obtaining for filing in his office, catalogues, price 
lists, &c., issued by United Kingdom firms, who are accordingly 
invited to forward copies of trade literature, to the Commercial 
Secretary to H.M. Legation, Havana. 


Tramcars Wanted for Denmark.—According to Press 
reporta from Copenhagen, the director of tbe street car system, 
which is owned and operated by the municipality, announced a 
short time ago that a number of new cars would be purchased in 
the near future. The motors in many of the cars were in bad 
condition and had been found to be too weak for the heavy traffic. 
This necessitated the installation of new motors in many of the 
old cars and the strengthening of many of the old motors. It was 
also planned to install electric heating in the cars. Nearly 
1,000.000 crowns were to be expended for these improvements. 


New French Company.— La Bougie R.S., Socicte 
Anonyme, is the style of a company formed at Courbevoie (3, Rue 
Louis Ulbach) for the making and sale of igniters for explosion 
motors, and more particularly the R.S. igniters patented in France. 
The capital is 125,000 fr. 


Lyons Fair.—At the spring meeting of the Lyons Fair, 
held from March let —15th. the class of electricity. was absent. 
It will, however, be included in the autumn meeting. and it is 
etuted that already 3,000 exhibitors have entered their names, 
while 17 forelgn vountries, Allies or neutrals, will be represented. 


Correction.—In their advertisement on page xxvii in 
our last issue, the City Electrical Co. quoted in error £81 as the 
price of the 1-Kw, direct-coupled sets, The figure should be £91. 


Book Notices.—‘“‘ Pitman’s Technical Bookshelf,” March, 
1920. No. 2 (23 pp.). London: Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons.—A 
general review of recently-published and forthcoming works of a 
technical nature, dealing with practically all branches, including 
wireless telegraphy, house lighting, textile weaving, &c. The 
notes form a complete guide as to the nature of each work, 
enabling the reader to tell at & glance whether it meeta his 
requirementa. 

"The Amount of Steam Used by Steam Jets" (14 pp). By 
D. Brownlie, B.Sc., &. Reprinted from Engineering. London 
and Manchester: Brownlie & Green. Price 1s. 6d. This is No. 3 
of a series giving exact data on the running of steam-boiler plants. 

“Talks with Workers on Wealth, Wages, and Production.” 
London : Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons. Price 2s. net. 

Scientific Paper No. 361 of the U.S. Bureau of Standards. 
" Magnetic Testing of Straight Rods in Intense Fields (13 pp). 
Notes on the magnetic properties of ferro-magnetic materials. 
Scientific Paper No. 368. Ionisation and Resonance Potentials 
for Electrons in Vapours of Lead and Calcium (14 pp.). Copies 
of these papers may be obtained from the Government Printing 
Office, Washington. Price 5 cents each. 

Water Powers of British Columbia.” By A. V. White. Ottawa 
(Canada): Commission of Conservation. : 

The Practical Electrician's Pocket Book." London: S. Rentell 
and Co., Ltd. 520 pp. and diary. Price 2s. 6d. net. The 1920 
edition of this useful and comprehensive work has been carefully 
revised and brought up to date with an addition of 40 pages. New 
features are notes on electric welding, electric furnaces, meters, 
&c. The wiring tables have been rearranged in accordance with 
the new specifications of the Engineering Standards Association. 


Trade Announcements.—THE KLAXON Co., LTD., and 
their sister company, the O. 8. Speedometer Co., Ltd., trans- 
ferred their head office to 38, Blandford Street, Marylebone High 
Street, London, W. 1, on 24th inst. The works remain at Landor 
Street, Birmingham. 

MESSRS. JOHNSON & PHILLIPS, LTD., have removed their Cardiff 
branch address to 24, Court Road, Cardiff. Telegraphic address 
and telephone number unchanged. 

On Tuesday last, Messrs. BERKELEY & YOUNG, LTD., returned 
to their old offices, Finsbury Court, Finsbury Pavement, E.C. 2 
(which had been temporarily occupied by the Government). 
Iheir associated businesses, the New British Electric Supply Co., 
Ltd., the Enclosed Motor Co., Ltd., and B. K. B. Electric Motors, 
Ltd., have also returned to that address. 

Messrs. CHISWELL & Co. have returned to their former offices, 
Imperial House, Kingsway, W.C. 2, after an absence of two years, 
due to the requirements of the Air Ministry. 

Mr. A. С. SMITH has retired from the firm of А. С. & J. Smith, 
electrical engineers and contractors, of 122, Titchfield Street, 
Kilmarnock, and the business will be continued in his own name by 
Mr. Joseph Smith. 

Mr. JAMES MERCER has commenced business as an electrician at 
44, East Trinity Road. Leith, in succession to Mr. F. C. Pentland. 

Messrs. W. J. ATTACK & Sons have commenced business as elec- 
trical engineers at Lewknor Lodge, 11, Ellington Road, Ramsgate. 

Mr. A. BERKELEY has removed from Newhall Street to 111, 
Granville Street, Birmingham. 

Messrs. CUIRASS PRODUCTS, LTD., have removed to 69. Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1. Telephone number: “ Victoria 5419." 

MEssRS. AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC FURNACES, LTD., have 
appointed Messrs. Ingenieurs-Bureau, Econoom,”  Zutphen, 
Holland, as agents for the Wild-Barfield furnaces for the Nether- 
lands and the Dutch East Indies. 

The title of the Société des Carberies Belges, of Brussels, has 
been changed to that of the Belgian Electric and Rubber Works. 


The German Wire-drawing Industry.—The Economic 
Reriew quotes a German paper, dated February 26th, to the effect 
that at a meeting held in Hagen i./ W. some hundred firms of wire 
manufacturers decided to form an Association for safeguarding the 
interests of the consumers of rolled and drawn wire. 

Plant for Sale.—Clyde Navigation Trustees invite 
offers for obsolete plant at Prince's Dock power station, consisting 
of a Belliss compound engine coupled to a Silvertown 60-KW. 
250 v. D.C. compound dynamo, and a Mirrlees, Watson engine with 
dynamo of similar type and size, pipes, switchboards, &c. 

Croydon Corporation Electricity Department has for disposal one 
1.100-n.H.P. Belliss & Morcom triple-expansion engine, coupled to 
750-K W. English Electric alternator and exciter, one 150-B Н.Р. 
Belliss & Morcom tandem compound engine, coupled to G.E.C. 
250-KW. alternator, surface condensing plant, and air and circu- 
lating pumps. For particulars see our advertisement pages to-day. 

Auction Sale.— The Assets Auctions Co., Ltd., will sell 
by auction, on March 30th, at 119-21, Newington Causeway, S. E., 
the stock of an electrical contractor; for particulars see our 
advertisement pages to-day. 

Translation of Catalogues.—H.M. Commercial Secretary 
at Suntiayo, Chile, points out that several catalogues of British 
manufactures and books of British industries printed in the 
Spanish language and sent to Chile have been translated into 
incorrect Spanish. It ія а pity that firms and trade associations 
going to the expense of issuing publications in Spanish should try 
to save a few pounds by employing cheap and inefficient trans- 
latora.— Board of Trade Journal, 
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Socials and Concerts.—4An entertainment and dance, 
organised by the Ediswan Girls' Musical Society, was held on 
Friday and Saturday, March 12th and 13th, at Ponders End, and 
was largely attended by employés of the Edison Swan Electric Co., 
Ltd., and their friends. The affair was stage managed by Mr. D. 
Lishman, assisted by Mr. B. White, and the scenic effects and 
lighting were very effective. Tbe Committee responsible for the 
arrangements consisted of Misses Jordan, E. Piggott, E. Smith, 
F. Boydon, M. Almond, L. Wake, V. Brigge, N. Farrell, and Mrs. 
Oldland. The Girls’ Musical Society has only been in existence a 
few months; it is under the direction of Madame Carradine. One 
of the chief items in the programme was a musical abeurdity 
entitled ‘‘Evervthing Electrical" The instrumental music was 
supplied by the Ediswan " Orchestra, under the leadership of Mr. 
F. Dean. Miss E. Smith was accompanist. 


A smoking оогоегі of the electrical trade in Warrington, was 
held on Friday, March 12th, in the Pelican Hotel. Mr. F. V. L. 
Mathias, M. I. E. E., borough electrical engineer, presided over а 
representative gathering, which included among the guests Mr. W. 
Shaw, chairman, Manchester Branch of the Electrical Contractors’ 
Association, and past president of the E.C.A.; Mr. R. A. Irvine, 
district secretary of the Electrical Trades Union; Mr. Smith, 
local chairman of the Electrical Trades Union ; and many others. 
Mr. Shaw, in proposing the toast of the Employós," stated that 
in his long experience of the electrical trade, the gathering was 
quite unique, and the first of ita kind to be held in this country. 
They had the supply authority, the contractor, and the Trade Union, 
asa happy family for that evening at least. If similar gatherings 
could only be organised throughout the country, many labour 
disputes could be more amicably settled owing to tbe spirit of good 
feeling which they must create. Mr. Smith, in replying, spoke of 
the harmony that prevailed at the gathering, and of how much 
they were indebted to Mr. Robertson, of Messrs. Harry Rogers, for 
organising the evening, which could only bring benefit to the trade 
in the district. Mr. Irvine proposed the toast of The Employers." 
He said that the time had come when employer and employé must 
pull together, or this country would be left in the lurch. Mr. 
С. J. B. Barlow, Warrington Electrical Co., Ltd., replied. Mr. J. B. 
Robertson. who subsequently spoke, said that his idea in organising 
the concert was the formation of a debating society on electrical 
subjects in Warrington. The proposition was put to the meeting 
and adopted, and a Committee was appointed to carry out arrange- 
ments for the formation of such a society for next winter. Other 
toasts followed. 

A dramatic performance is taking place this week at the Metro- 


politan-Vickers Club, Moss Road, Stretford, where the Metropolitan- 


Vickers Dramatic Society are producing a musical comedy entitled 
“The Squire and the Devil.” The production is an entirely 
original effort, that is to say, employés of the Metropolitan-Vickers 
Co. are responsible for the libretto, lyrics, musical composition, 
arrangement of dances, scenery, dresses, and lighting effects, besides 
furnishing the dramatic and musical talent. Similar performances 
have been given by the British Westinghouse Co. (to give the firm 
its old title) employés for the past 10 years, though it is only 
during the last three when the addition of the large new stage was 
made to the Club Hall that they have been presented, in the com- 
plete fashion of this latest performance. It would, therefore, 
seem that this annual function is in a fair way to become an 
institution. The parts of Squire and Devil are taken respectively 
by A. Cecil Busby and H. Cranfield Matthias, the principal ladies’ 
parts being interpreted by Miss Mabel Winstanley and Kitty 
Shute. Miss Doris M. Walker arranged the dances. The orchestra 
. was conducted by A. M. Parkinson, who also orchestrated the 
music, which was composed by G. H. Rowlands, and Maurice Hird 
wrote the lyrics and libretto, additional lyrics being written by 
Alec. J. Crawford, who also took a part on the stage. 
, A new social club for the employés of the Bradford Corporation 
tramways department was opened on March 17th, at 4, Leeds 
Road, by the Lord Mayor of Bradford (Alderman Wm. Wade), Mr. 
R. Н. Wilkinson (tramways manager) presiding. 


Electric Heating Plugs for Chicago.— According to a 
report received from H.M. Consul-General at Chicago, a firm in 
that city invites particulars of attachment plugs for electric 
heating appliances; many millions could be sold. The name and 
address, &c., of the firm can be obtained, and samples seen, at 
Room 49, at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street. S. W. 1, until April 7th, after which they will be available 
for inspection in the provinces. 


4 Payment by Results.—A very important decision was 
arrived at on Thursday, last week, at a conference of the National 
Federation of General Workers, which has a membership of about 
14 million workers, a large proportion of whom are employed in 
. engineering workshops. Theconference decided to adopt the principle 
of payment by results in the engineering and shipbuilding 
industries. The engineering Unions are balloting on the same 
ques‘ion, but their decision will not be known until the end of 
April. Should this principle be generally adopted, a large increase 
in output may safely be counted upon, together with a corres- 
ponding increase in the wages earned by the employés. 

Mr. W. T. Kelly, of the Workers' Union, says that the question 
of payment by results was considered from the point of view of 
industry generally, and not merely as affecting the engineering 
trades, The various Unions had decided that payment by resulta 
was & form of payment they could well agree with, and that the 
safeguards they intended to attach to it—as in the engineering 
trades— would enable the system to be brought into operation with 
more beneficial results than the present time-rate method of 
peyment.— Daily Telegraph, 


Catalogues and Lists.—AUToMATIC AND ELEOTRIO 
FURNACES, LTD., 281-283, Gray's Inn Road, W.C. I.—An illustrated 
leafiet showing two types of electric drying ovens. 

THE KLAxoN Co. Ltp., 1, King Street, St. James's, 8.W.— 
Three priced and illustrated pamphlets dealing with Klaxon" 
warning signals and motor horns. 

THE GREENGATE AND IRWELL RUBBER Co., LTD.—A well- 
produced catalogue (68 pp.) of Association, non-Association, and 
cab-tire sheathed rubber-insulated cables and wires. 

PONTELEC WELDING PATENTS, LTD., 46, Constitution Hill, 
Birmingham.—4A list, illustrated by photographs, of electric spot 
and butt welding machines, with reports on various tests carried 
out by them. 

Messrs. A. REYROLLE & Co. LTD., Hebburn-on-Tyne.— 
Pamphlet No. 335, dealing with new horizontal telephone-cable 
dividipg boxes. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C. 4.—Pamphlet К 2,295, dealing with telephone brackets. 

STERLING TELEPHONE AND ELECTRIC CO., LTD., Telephone 
House, 210-212, Tottenham Court Road, W. 1.—Bell Catalogue 
No. 276 (24 pp.), a comprehensive list of bells and buzzers and 
accessories, including accumulators, dry oells, indicators, &c. 
Fully priced and illustrated. 

Mr. C. F. ELWELL, Craven House, Kingsway, W. O. 2.—“ Con- 
tinuous Wave Installations" (22 pp). Prirtel on art paper and 
profusely illustrated by photographs, this publication describes the 
advantages of the Poulsen continuous-wave arc system of wireless 
telegraphy, showing generators, controls, and, instruments. 
Incorporated in the volume is a data form for the use of prospective 
clients. | 

Messrs. WARD & GOLDSTONE, LTD., Sampson Works, Salford, 
Manchester.—Illustrated pamphlet dealing with the T. R. 8," 
(tough rubber sheathed) wiring system, wires, and accessories. 

THE BRITISH THOMSON-HouUSTON Co., Іто., Mazda House, 77. 
Upper Thames Street, E.C.4.—List No. 10,3368. A profusely 
illustrated catalogue (30 pp.) showing the application of 
Mazdalux metal reflectors to industrial lighting. Prices and 
data are given. 

MESSRS. DRAKE & GORHAM WHOLESALE, LTD., 67, Long Aore, 


W.C.2.—Pamphlet No. 280. The Hoadley" current limiter. 
Priced and illustrated. 


Liquidations and Dissolutions.—TELEPHOs DoxEsTIO 
AND STREET LIGHTING Co. LTD.—Winding up voluntarily for 
reconstruction purposes. Liquidator, Mr. Н. Н. Foeter 805/9, 
Salisbury House, London Wall, E.C. 

TRAFFORD POWER AND LIGHT SUPPLY (1902), LTD —Meeting 
of creditors called for to-day at 60/62, Spring Gardens, Manchester. 

POLLOCK & MACNAB, LTD.—Meeting April 23rd, to hear an 


, account of the winding-up. 


QUAIN ELECTRIC Co., LTD.—Mr. C. W. Rooke, of 2 and 3, Norfolk 
Street, Strand, W. C. 2, has been appointed receiver and manager for 
the debenture holders, under an order of the Court dated 
March 12th. 

D. O. WILLIAMS & Co., electrical engineers and contractors, High 
Street, Clydach-on-Tawe, Swansea Valley.—Mesers. Н. D. Roberta, 
B. H. Davies. and J.T. Davies. have dissolved partnership. Messrs. 
B. H. and J. T. Davies will attend to debts and continue the 
business. 

THE ELECTRIC AND ENGINEERING SPECIALITIES Co., electrical 
manufacturars and factors. 79. Great George Street, Liverpool.— 
Mr. В. L. Myer and Mr. W. Fraser have dissolved partnership. 
Debts will be attended to by Mr. T. E. A. Killip, of 21, Tempest 
Hey, Liverpool. 


Co-operative Shareholding in Engineering Trade.— 
The Joint Committee appointed to investigate the economic 
relation of production to hours of work in the shipbuilding and 
engineering industries has now been constituted. It was stated 
last week that both the shipbuilding and engineering employers 
were prepared to announce to their workmen, as soon as the Com- 
mittee's decision on payment by resulta was made known, a large 
scheme of co-operative shareholdings.— Birmngham Post. 


Rotary Snap Switches.—In order to avoid confusion, 
THE HART MANUFACTURING Co., of Hartford, Conn., U.8.A., ask 
us to announce that they have not appointed any company or firm 
their agents; and that the Diamond H“ switches and other 
appliances are imported solely into England by their London office 
at 76 and 77, Rochester Row, Westminster, S. W. 1. 


Sparking Plugs for Japan.— Official intimation has been 
received in London concerning an immediate demand in Japan for 
aero engine sparking plugs. They are required by & J&panese com- 
pany who are building aero engines for the Japanese Government, 
whose name and address may be obtained from the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 


Apparatus Wanted for Hong-Kong.—The D.O.T. reports 
that the following apparatus is required for the Royal Observatory 
ut Hong-Kong: Electrical clocks, magnetic, astronomical, meteo- 
rological, and electrical apparatus. Catalogues with prices of auch 


apparatus should be sent to the Director, Royal Observatory, Hong- 
Kong. 


Patents and Designs Act, 1919.—The Board of Trade 
has ordered that Sections 1 and 2 of the Patents and Designs Act, 
1919, shall come into operation on April lat, 1920, 


996 


THE ELEOTRICAL | REVIEW. [Vol. 86. Mo. 3,909, Manon " 1990. 


.". Blectric Lamp Manufacturer: A Tribunal Decision.— 
The Manchester Munitions Tribunal has occupied two days 
in an inquiry whether a firm manufacturing miners' electric 
lamps is entitled to employ female labour in the production 
of certain parts. The Amalgamated Society of Engineers con- 
tended that prior to the war the work was done by male 
labour, and that women were introduced in 1916 as an 
emergency measure. By not reverting to the pre-war practice 
the employers were infringing the Restoration of Pre-war 
Practices Act. The employers urged that before 1915 or 1914 
the manufacture of miners' electric lamps was practically in 
the experimental etage in this country, the bulk of the 
eupplies coming from Gerinany. Efforts, more or less success- 
ful, had been made to produce a British article, and though 
male labour was employed during the experimental stage it 
had become customary to have minor parts done by women. 
Tbe work was largely of a repetition character, and analogous 
to that done by women in the electrical fittings industry. 

Mr. J. W. H. Graham (chairman of the Tribunal) had the 
assistance of two assessors, one of whom dissented from his 
decision, which was given on March 19th. He said there 
was very substantial evidence that women, although not 
in large numbers, were engaged in Manchester, Birmingham, 
and other places on similar wcrk, which came within the 
electrical branch of engineering. The society had failed o 
establish any practice or custom not to employ women in the 
manufacture of the lamp. Apart from that he was of opinion 
that in this case the making of miners' electric lamps must 
be regarded as & new industry. | 


German Commercial Propaganda.— H.M. Consul-General 
at New York says that Germany is making serious efforts to 
regain her foreign markets, as is shown by the tremendous 
advertising campaign being organised by the Reichsverband 
Deutscher Industrieller (Society of German Engineers). 
The National псев Trade Council has received the infor- 
mation that under the management of the Ala (Allge- 
meine Anzeiger Gesellschaft m.b.H.), a notorious propaganda 
centre of German war industry, foreign countries are to be 
flooded with German periodicals. A manufacturers' export 

aper, published in four languages—German, English, 

ench, and Spanish—is now. being published. Engineering 
concerns are subscribing heavily to this enterprise in the 
shape of advertising contracts, and prepaid subscriptions 
for a large foreign circulation during a period of five years. 
Individual firms like Krupp’s have contracted to pay the fees 
for over 3,000 free copies to be sent out regularly during that 
period. Further, a combine or trust of the German industrial 
Press 18 in the course of formation with a view to making 
concerted efforts in the same direction. 

The Ala ” intends to establish officers in all foreign capitals 
to act as advertising agencies and as distributing centres and 
news gatherers for the Uberseedienst (Overseas Service), 
a large German agency for commercial news affiliated with 
the ' Ala." In the former capacity it is hoped to wield much 
influence in the foreign Press and trade periodicals. 

Copies of Ubersee-Post, published first in October, 1919, 
to which this report probably refers, may be seen in the 
library of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, S.W. 1. 


Trade Üpportuaiies In Mexico.— American manufacturers 
are hopeful of retaining the trade with Mexico which has 
.come to them as the result of European disability to compete. 
They have been warned, however, to improve their methods 
of packing, and be prepared to give quicker deliveries than 
they have done of late. In reporting on the market for 
electrical installations in the State of Vera Cruz, the American 
Consul points out that the district is largely agricultural. 
Conditions at present are not favourable to the development 
of lighting plants or to the sale of electrical machinery for 
manufacturing plants, &c. However, a few of the larger 
and better protected sugar plantations are large users of 
electrical materials, all such purchases being made, usually, 
before the grinding season, which commences about the 
middle of December. Catalogues and price lists should de 
eent to the sugar planters. The literature should be in 
English and Spanish, as many of these plantations are owned 
by Americans and managed by natives, and the native 
managers are frequently not familiar with the English lan- 
guage. In Orizaba, State of Vera Cruz, where there is 
considerable manufacturing, electric power is largely used; 
eome of the factories generate their own electricity, as in 
the case of the Compania Industrial de Orizaba, S.A., which 
has a model hydroelectric plant at the cascades of Rincon 
Grande, near Orizaba, and another at the Cocolapam factory. 
The power used is over 8,000 H. p., and there are 18 turbines 
and four electric motors. Under more favourable conditions 
there is every reason to expect an even larger use of elec- 
tricity in the Orizaba neighbourhood, and an increased de- 
mand for lighting plants in many of the smaller towns. 
There is a good market for all kinda of modern electrical 
‘material and household appliances, and during the long hot 
season, especially, for electric fans, of both overhead and desk 
tvpes, which are found in many homes and offices. Although 
the local people are somewhat slow to adopt modern inven- 
tions, particularly in the home, there is an increasing interest 
‘in electric irons, toasters, and ovens—the latter being especi- 
ol desirable, aa many of tha hest homes have only charcoal 


braziers for cooking. When the political. unrest subsides 
there should be excellent scope for widening the sale of house 
installation material in Vera Cruz, Orizaba, and Jalape.' 

Tampico, Mexico, is considered by the American Consul 
to offer good opportunities for the sale of small electrical 
material. This is due to the general progress brought about 
by the exploitation of the oil wells in the district, and in 
particular to extension of building operations. The housing 
problem has been one of the city’s foremost concerns during 
the past year, and naturally the question of fittings haa 
received attention. Electrical installation, wiring fixtures, 
electric pumps for supplying water, &c., have been factors 
occasioning delay in tae fulfilment of building contracts. 
Doubtless the placing of an agency in the hands of & con- 
tracting engineer would result in the securing of much busi- 
ness, particularly since the oil drilling appears to be forever 
finding new locations, thereby necessitating new housing 
construction and equipment. 


Engineering Amalgamations and 5 = 
Speaking at the recent annual meeting Crossley Bros., 
Ltd., Mr. J. J. Carter, the managing director, regarded 
amalgamations in the engineering trade with favour. He 
said it must be realised that, with constantly increasing costs 
of production, the only way the progressive manufacturer 
could expect to deserve a share of the world’s markets was 
to limit the range of manufactures and greatly to increase the 
production of the reduced range of types. That was what 
his firm was doing. Specialising in internal-combustion en- 
gines ranging from 3 B. H.P. to several thousands of H. P., it 
was impossible to build that enormous range in one factory 
under economical conditions, They had, therefore, decided 
to divide the range between the several works, and_had 
acquired the business of the Premier Gas Engine Co., Ltd., 
Nottingham. At Nottingham it was the company’s intention 
to build engines from 300 to 3,000 B.H.P. Extensions of the 
works were in hand which, when completed, would treble 
the output of the Premier works. At the Openshaw works 
engines with five sizes of cylinders would be built instead 
of 95 sizes, as was the case before the war, but the produc- 
tion of those five sizes alone would be at least double the 
whole pre-war production. At the Erwood Park works, near 
Stockport, engines from 3 to 30 B.H.P. would be built on 

production lines.—Machinery Market. 


Liverpool Dispute Settled.— Our correspondent writes: 
“ As foreshadowed in the last issue of the ELecrricaL RE- 
view, the lock-out in the Liverpool electrical contracting 
industry terminated last week, and on Thursday there was 
а general return to work, on the mutual understanding that 
there would be no victimisation on either side. Thus 18 
ended one of the most stubbornly-fought of recent dis- 
putes in the electrical trade, and reviewing the whole 
circumstances, both before and since drastic action ' was 
resorted to, there cannot be much doubt in the assertion 
that the employers have not emerged from the struggle with 
flying colours. So far from this being the case, by agreeing 
to the intervention of a conciliator for an award on & wages 
question, which first saw light of day when the lock-out had 
been in progress six or seven weeks, they are obliged now 
to pay increases in wages which total 6s. 10d. per week to 
the electricians they employ. All that they have obtained 
in return are a few modifications in rules, which might have 
been obtained much sooner than they were, had the position 
heen clarified in the way that it eventually was by both 
sides discussing their grievances at a round-table conference. 
From what the writer has been able to gather, but for tbe 
support given the Electrical Trades Union members bv their 
outside branches, and other work on ships being opportunely 
available, a much earlier return to work would have been 
inevitable.” | 

The settlement of the lock-out was celebrated by a dinner 
given at the Bee Hotel, Liverpool, which was attended ›у 
both electrical contractors and manufacturers. Mr. А. E. 
Chesters presided. 

Proposing ‘‘ The Allied Electrical Trades," Mr. J. E. Lloyd 
Barnes observed that if Labour could onlv be persuaded to 
put its shoulder to the wheel and give a fair return for the 
wage now being paid, great progress would be made in the 
industry. Too often emplovers had made the mistake -of 
leaving issues to be decided in a haphazard manner. Mr. 
G. A. Sutton, who replied, observed that in the Liverpool 
electrical industry there would never be such'a good under- 
standing as now. and petty troubles between manufacturers 
and contractors had been swept away. Greater prosperity 
might be looked for in the Liverpool industry, said Mr. J. 
Dennis. Numerous developments were taking place, and 
there was the probabilitv of a large super-station being 
erected in the Garston area, in which case electricity would 
in many cases supersede steam. 

Mr. G. Barnes, replying to the toast Our Guests," made 
reference to the formation of the Consultative Committee 
of the Liverpool employers. The battledore and shuttlecock 
game which the trade unions were able to play on emplovers 
was & very serious matter, and this could not be helped 
unless all employers were brought closer together. Before 
they could hope to stop the increasing wages, they must 
find wavs and means of decreasing the cost of living. 
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Alleged Profiteering in Lamps.— Our Leeds corres- 
pondent writes: Interviews with members of various 
branches of the electrical trade here elicited a good deal of 
opinion that the margin of profit on electric lamps has not 
been unreasonably large, in view of all the conditions of 
production and distribution. The big percentage of break- 
ages has to be allowed for, and the trade generally appreciates 
the custom of replacing defective lamps. A Leeds repre- 
sentative of the associated producing undertakings mentioned 
by the committee report eays none of the firms have ever 
declared a dividend of more than 10 per cent., and he says 
а comparison of lamp prices during the past 20 years shows 
that there is no unjustified increase. He points out the great 
cheapening of the various half-watt lamps in general house- 
hold and commercial use, due to their manufacture in this 
country now, as against their previous general importation. 
Another trader said it was only fair to the British producers 
to draw attention to their enterprise, which had captured 
the lamp trade from the ‘Austrians. On the other hand, 
traders not associated with the activities of the Electric 
Lamp Manufacturers’ Association contend that the ring 
has practised methods which had the object of crushing those 
outside. One such trader, however, frankly admitted that 
he did not believe the ‘ring’ had forced up prices in the 
manner suggested in the report, and did not think traders 
would ever be able to sell lamps at 28., in view of the in- 
creasing cost of labour, materials, and transport. All kinds 
of manufacturing and distributing charges had advanced so 
greatly that he could not think any producer could have made 
an excessive fortune. This trader held that the Association 
certainly had too much control over the trade, and he blamed 
the Board of Trade for having allowed it so long. The activi- 
ties of the Association had. & tendency, in certain ways, to 
the restriction of trade." | 


Overseas Touring: Exhibitions.—As already announced 
the Department of Overseas Trade is organising a number 
of touring exhibitions of British manufactured goods, which 
wil visit the principal commercial centres in the British 
Dominions, South America, the Far East, and the United 
States of America respectively. At present four touring 
exhibitions are contemplated. The first, the preparations for 
which are most advanced, will make a tour of the British 
Dominions. It is anticipated that it will leave England in 
June next, visiting the chief cities in South Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand, and Canada, and returning about July, 1922. 
The other three tours which are under contemplation will 
visit thé principal commercial centres in South America, the 
Far East, and the United States of America respectively. It 
is estimated that the displays will be on view for about a 
fortnight in each city. The exhibits will be packed, carried, 
and displayed in specially designed show cases and packing 
cases, which will remain the property of the firms. The 
scheme is self-supporting, and it is anticipated that on a 
basis of 500 exhibitors each tour will cost from £200 to £250 
(excluding the cost of show and packing cases) per unit of 
space. Firms may apply for a half unit, or for one or more 
units, and there are five different types of show cases adapted 
to the varying requirements of particular trades. 

It js hoped that the three tours to foreign countries will 
leave England during the last few months of this year. The 
Far Eastern tour will include in its itinerary some of the 
chief commercial centres in India, Siam, the Straits Settle- 
ments, Dutch East Indies, China, and Japan, and possibly 
Egypt, the complete journey occupying about two years. The 
South American tour will leave the United Kingdom in the 
late summer or early autumn, visiting probably Lima, San- 
tiago, Buenos Aires, and Rio de Janeiro; and the U.S.A. 
tour will go to New York, Philadelphia, Atlanta, St. Louis, 
Chicago, and San Francisco. British firms who are interested 
in any or all of these tours are advised to make early applica- 
tiom for an allotment of space, as the total number of units 
in each tour will be limited to 500. For the Dominions tour 


only applications received not later than March 315 can be. 


guaranteed consideration. A pamphlet containing full parti- 
culars of the four tours, with provisional application forms for 
space units, may be obtained by interested firms from the 
headquarters of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1, where specimens of the special 
types of standard show cases to be used on the tours are on 
view. Inquiries are invited from interested firms on any 
specific points not dealt with in the pamphlet. 


Help for Disabled Men. — Probably the longest, 
'' honours list that has ever been published is the recently 
issued King’s National Roll," which gives the names of 
about 10,000 employers who, up to the end of last year, had 
undertaken to show their appreciation and gratitude to those 
who were maimed in their country's service by giving them 
employment. 

The scheme, which is quite & simple matter of arrange- 
ment between employers and the Labour Exchanges, has 
met with marked success, and practically every branch of 
industry and commerce is represented in the list. Although 
the scheme applies to unskilled men, in the main, it 1s 
hoped that employers will eventually train them to enable 
them to be put on the same level of earning capacity as 
their more fortunate brethren. It is to be remembered that 
& great number of these disabled men jeinéd the forces te 


the detriment of their civil careers—training in many cases 
being abruptly broken off, but there is no doubt that a little 
care and consideration will help them to become useful 
citizens, and, moreover, will make them feel that the country 
they fought for has not forgotten its enormous debt to them. 
Many big firms and municipal authorities have resolved that. 
contracts shall only be placed with people who have under- 
taken this obligation, and although this will act as an incen- 
tive to employers to enrol themselves under the scheme, it is 
to be hoped that this will not become the main reason for 
partieipation in the scheme. 

The notes accompanying the list state that there are still 
thousands of wounded men unable to find employment, and 
so it is to be hoped that the scheme will be дер} prominently 
before the public until the great debt is settled. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aldershot. PROPOSED ExTENSIONS.— The Urban Dis: 


trict Council has applied for a loan of £21,550 for additional plant 


and extensions to the buildings at the electricity works. 


Australia.—GovERNMENT SUPPLY UNDERTAKING.—The 
report upon the Western Australian Government's supply under- 
taking for the year ended June 30th, 1919, records & net loss of 
£120, against a deficit of £5,250 for the previous period. 


Barnes.— EXTENSIONS ÁPPROVED.—The Urban District 
Council has been informed by the Electricity Commissioners that it 
can proceed to make contracts for generating plant, transformers, 
converters, &c., needed for extensions at the electricity worke. The 
Council has decided to pay an extra £1 per year for each public 
electric lamp, making the cost £4 15s., and to increase the supply 
of electricity to Messrs. Watney, Combe, Reid & Co. from a 
maximum of 300 Kw. to 400 Kw., with the right for the firm to 
require a further supply of 400 K M. | NI E 


Beckenham.—PRicE INCREASE.—In order to recoup the 
deficit resulting from the last nine months’ working, the Counoil is 
incressing ita charges to consumers es from April lst. The prioe 
for lighting is to be raised from 8d. to 10d. per unit, and for 
heating from 2d. to 24d. Special contracts will probably be 
revised. The-new charges are expected to increase the revenue by 
84, 350. , С 


Bo’ness.— PROPOSED EXTENSIONS.—The Town Council 
is considering the need for further extension of the electricity 
works, and the desirability of taking the management of the 
undertaking into its own hands at the next determining period. 
The capital sum borrowed up to the present is £49,000. An 
expert i8 to be called in to report on the proposed extension. . ; 


Bexhill—CasLe ExTEN8ION.— The electrical engineer’s 
scheme for the construction of new feeder cable contemplated the 
carrying of the cable for some distance along the L B. and S. O. 
Railway embankment, thereby effecting a considerable saving in 
expenditure as against completing the whole length by means of 
a тау excavation. The railway company will raise no objection, 
subject to a satisfactory agreement being entered into, to the feeder 
being laid along the railway line from the electricity works to 
Sea Road Bridge only, The engineer has submitted a. revised 
estimate of cost of extension covering this route, which amounts to 
£4,600; and has been adopted. | 


Bradford.— STRIKE THREAT.— Owing to one of the 
employés at the Corporation electricity works refusing to join 3 
Trade Union, the remainder of the workmen sent in a strike notice 
to take effect on Saturday, March 20th, but as the result of overtures 
from the Corporation, it was decided to place the matter before a 
joint consultative board of representatives of the Corporation and 
the Trade Unions on the 22nd, and the threat to strike was 
accordingly withdrawn. x 


Bristol. — PARLIAMENTARY BILL. — In view of the 
establishment of the Electricity Commission and the opposition 
encountered by the Corporstion's Bill, it has been decided that, if 
expedient, any or all of the electrical clauses shall be withdrawn. 


Buraley.—EsTrxATE.—The estimated profit on the elec- 
tricity works for the year is £2,991, which is increased by £935 
brought forward. It is proposed to transfer £2,000 to the rat«s, 
and place £1,926 to reserve. Reserve and depreciation funds now 
stand at £26,673. 


Continental.— F RANCE.—The Energie de Seine-et- Yonne 
has applied for sanction to the ereotion of a 20,000-volt overhead 
transmission line to supply power from Epicy to the pumping 
station of the Eaux de Sorques, belonging to the City of Paris. 

The Conseil Général du Bouches du Rhone has decided to 
establish a hydroelectric station to generate power for public and 
private lighting and eleotric traction. A concession is to be asked 
for from the State of & waterfall on the Duranoe River, between 
Cadenel and Fertuis. Plans for the whole scheme are in course of 


preparation, 
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The Municipal Council of Issoire (Puy-de-Dôme) has transferred 
the concession for the supply of electricity from the Compagnie du 
Gez d'Issoire to the Société Hydro-electrique de Clermont. 

The Société des Forges et Aciéries Paul Girod, of Ugine, is 
building a hydro-electric station at the Beaufort Fall, 270 metres 
high, on the Dorinet River. A second fall, 240 metres high, at 
Belleville, will next be taken in hand. 

Gas and electric light have now to be shut off at 8 p.m. in all 
shops at Lille, owing to the coal strike, and cafés and restaurants 
must close at 9 p.m.— Paris Daily Mail. 

The “Super Central of Gennevilliers," outlined in the pro- 
gramme of the Union d'Electricité, which is in replacement of 
the older works of the several Paris companies with which it has 
amalgamated, will have a capacity of 200,000 Kw., raised eventually 
to 300,000 kw. The turbines, each of 35,000 Kw., are on order with 
the Société Alsacienne, Schneider & Escher-Wyss. One line, at 
60,000 volta, will be allocated to serve the Paris district, and several 
important communities, such as Creil, Meaux, Mantes and Corbeil. 
The Union will now be able to furnish, with the help of the 
suburban secteurs associated (Ouest-Lumière, Est-Lumiére, Triphasé, 
Secteur de la Rive Gauche) 700,000,000 Kw.-hours per year. An 
offshoot society, just constituted, is the Société Hydro-Electrique 
du Sud-Est. 

The Chamber of Commerce of Nancy is making a comprehensive 
study of & project for utilising the water power of the Rhine, by 
which electric power could be generated and distributed throughout 
the greater part of Eastern France.— Financier. 


ITALY.—Application has been made to the Ministry of Public 
Works on behalf of the firm of Carls Mosca for a concession for a 
hydro-electric scheme, estimated to coat 120,000,000 lire. The plans 
propose the utilisation of the torrents of the Valcellina and of the 
River Cellino, yielding an aggregate force of 41,087 H.P., to be 
employed in the electrochemical industry. Three falls are to be 
worked, that of Lesis, 195 metres; the Cellino, 134 metres, and 
the Barcis, 103 metres. 

The Società per le Forze Idrauliche della Sila has under oon- 
sideration a number of mountain storage reservoirs for impound- 
ing the waters of the rivers Arvo, Ampollino, and Noto, capable of 
generating together 150,000 Kw. The electricity will be used not 
only in Calabria, but in Puglie, Campania, and also possibly so far off as 
Sicily. One reservoir alone, now under construction, will have a 
capacity of 61,000,000 cb. metres, drawn from the Ampollino. 
The reservoir wall will have a height of 29 metres, and the plant 
installed will develop 496,660 H.P. 


SWEDEN.—The managers of the Stockholm Municipal Supply 
Works state that, as a result of the increasing demand for energy, 
it is necessary to make provision for the erection of new works, 
and for this purpose they have entered into a provisional agreement 
for the acquisition of all the shares in the A. B. Svarthalsforsen, 
at the price of 2,250,000 kr. This company's waterfall, which is 
situated between Hammarfossen and Stadsforsen, is 263 miles 
distant from Stockholm, and is capable of yielding considerably 
greater power than the Untra works, from which power is already 
transmitted to the Stockholm works. It is calculated that the fall 
will be able to deliver-60,000 H. P., and a pressure of 200,000 volta 
will be ineceasary for the transmission, as compared with 100,000 
volts in the case of the Untra works. It is considered desirable, 
however, for economic reasons, for a still larger quantity of energy 
to be directly transmitted to Stockholm than that represented by 
the capacity of the Svarthalsfors, and the question arises as to the 
acquisition of other water powers for the possible further needs of 
Stockholm, As as alternative, it is suggested that the municipal 
authorities might co-operate in the transmission of power with 
the State's hydro-electric works at Stadsforsen, or with the 
Krangede works. 


BELGIUM.—A Royal Decree has recently been issued, under 
which companies and firms holding concessions for the public 
supply of electricity, are authorised to increase their charges to the 
extent of 50 centimes per KW.-hour, so long as the advance does 
not increase the charge to more than 1 fr. per KW.-hour. The 
Decree supersedes any condition as to the price to be charged to 
consumers that may have been agreed upon between the authority 
or authorities, granting the concession &nd the concessionnaires. 


Cupar (Fife)—Town Licutina.—With regard to the 
proposed installation of electrical plant for the town, the Fife 
Electric Power Co. has pointed out that its powers to supply elec- 
tricity in all parta of the county are still in force, and accordingly 
the Council can only obtain powers by means of a special order by 
the Electricity Commissioners. In view of this, the Council is 


considering the question of taking a bulk supply from the Fife 
Electric Power Co. 


Dublin.—SrRkET Licutinc.—In reply to a letter from 
the Citizens' Association, the town clerk states that there has been 
no appreciable saving consequent upon the Corporation's decision 


to cut off all public lighting at 11.30 p.m., as the plant had to be 
kept running as usual. 


Dundee, — LIGHTING CHARGES. — The new flat-rate 
proposals recently formulated by the electricity department are 
meeting with great opposition from tradespeople. The new terms 
are £l per annum per 100 aq. ft. of space plus 4d. per unit plus 


15 per cent., and are considered unnecessarily involved, and apt to 
work unfairly. 


Glasgow.— SUB-STATIONS. — The Town Council has 


reoeived permission to erect sub-stations at Cathedral Street and 
Mauldslie Street, Partick. 


Halifax. Rerarrs.—In consequence of repairs being 
effected to tae condensing plant at the electricity works, the 
supply of electricity was cut off from daylight till 2 p.m. on 
March 28th. 


High Wycombe. — PROPOSED Price INCREASE.—The 
Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd., is seeking to advance the price 
of electricity for lighting as from the quarter ending June next to 
10d. per unit. 


Holl. Extensions. — Preliminary sanction has been 
given to the Electricity Committee's scheme of extensions, which 
involves an expenditure of £143,125. In his letter, Sir John Snell 
said that he was prepared to advise the Corporation to let the 
necessary and more urgent contracts, and he would advise the 
Commissioners to sanction the proposed loan in due course. He 
could not say whether it would be necessary to hold an inquiry, 
but, owing to the isolation of Hull, it was not likely to be 
affected by any district scheme for many years to come. The 
Committee decided to proceed with the scheme as speedily 
as possible. To meet the position caused by the 10s. reduc- 
tion in the price of ооа], it was agreed, pending actual experience, 
to make an allowance to consumers at the rate of O'3d. per unit 
sold, the same to be deducted in a lump sum at the end of the 
March quarter, the allowance to be adjusted as deemed necessary, 
from time to time. 


Liverpool,—lIssuE or Srock.— Of the £4,000,000 being 
raised by the creation of 6 per cent. City stock, £1,000,000 is 
required for electrical developments and extensions, and £300,000 
for the tramways. 

ADDITIONS.—Arrangements have been made for contractors to 
carry out building works, &c., at five power sub-stations. 


London.—Hackngy.— The Electricity Commissioners 
have notified the London County Council that they raise no 
objection to the sanctioning of a loan of £305,580 for electrical 
extensions as they are of opinion that such extensions are necessary. 
The London County Council concurs, but requires the Borough 
Council to account for outstanding balances on loans raised for the 
purchase of any of the present plant that may be displaced. 


Lymington.—PokLIO Licatinc.—The Town Council 


has accepted the tender of the Electric Light Co. for publio lighting 
at £429 per annum. 


Stockton Heath.— ELECTRICITY SUPPLY UNAVAILABLE. 
—The Council has been informed that Warrington Town Counoil 
is not in a position to supply electricity to the parish, as the 
Warrington undertaking cannot meet the requirements of local 
manufacturers, 


Tallamore.— ELEcTRICITY SUPPLY.—Prominent business 
people are forming a company to provide electricity for power and 
lighting for the town. The estimated cost of the project is 
£12,000. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australia.—YEAR's WoRKING.—A net loss of £4,046 
was the result of the working of Western Australian tramways 
during the year ended June 30th, 1919. This deficit, it is stated, is 
due in the main to a strike which commenced on December 2186, 
1918, and was not settled until February 7th, 1919, causing an 
estimated loss to the system of £21,000. The influenza epidemic 
was also responsible in part, the loss from this cause being £600. 


Blackburn.— LEcTURES.— An interesting lecture was 
given to the Corporation tramway employós on March 18th, by 
Mr. W. Willets, armature winder to the department, on the 
" Electrical Equipment of Tramcars.” He gave full details of the 
many minor faults which could be rectified by the men themselves, 
and fully explained the uses and abuses of the electric brake, 
pointing out the damage caused to the equipment ky the frequent 
use of this emergency brake. There were about 60 employés 
present, also the manager, and other officials. Mr. Cowell, the 
manager, in proposing a vote of thanks to the lecturer, pointed 
out that if the men followed the instructions given by Mr. 
Willets, a great saving would be brought about both in reducing 
the quantity of energy consumed, and in lessening the expense of 
repairs, The lecture was repeated on Thursday, the 25th, for the 
benefit of those employés who were unable to attend owing to being 
on duty. The management is also arranging for two lectures to 
be given to the conductors by Chief Inspector Riley on How to 
Become Efficient in your Duties." 


Brazil.—RatLway ELECTRIFICATION.—4A contract has 
been concluded between the Cia. Paulista and the Empreza Elec- 
trica de Jundiahy and the S. Paulo Electric, in connection with the 
electrification of the lines of the Cia. Paulista. The value of the 
contract is 3,025 contos, and its duration 10 years, renewable for a 
further similar period. The minimum supply of electric power is 
to be 8,400,000 Kw.-hours, which may be raised to 20 million when 
the company decides on the electrification of all its lines. The first 
section to be converted is that between Jundiahy and Campinas,— 
Board of Trade Journal, 
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Burnley.—EstimaTep Loss.—There is not expected to 
be any balance on the working of tramway department, either for 
profit or renewals. The estimates for the coming year show a loss 
of £3,417, without any provision for renewals, and a revision of 
fares will have to be reconaidered at an early date. 


Continental.—AvsTRIA.— The Austrian State Railway 
Administration has drawn up a five years electrification programme, 
for the realisation of which foreign capital will be enlisted. 
According to the Neue Freie Pr., the Steniach-Irdning-Attnang- 
Puchheim line is to be supplied with energy from the power station 
of Stern and Hasserl, in Gosau ; the Innsbruck-Bludenz line from a 
power station in course of construction on the Spullersee. The Ruetz 
Works at Innsbruck, now supplying the Mittenwaldbahn. are to be 
extended so as to supply the eastern portion of the Arlberg railway. 
The Salzburg-Schwarzach-St. Veit line is the next one to be dealt 
with, and a power station of its own will be erected in the 
Stuppachtal. Experts at present are engaged in discussing ways 
and means for this scheme, and in determining financial prelimi- 
naries.— Economic Review. 

SwEDEN.—The Narvik Railway, which carries iron ore from 
Sweden to the ice-free harbour in Norway for transhipment to 
England, has been electrically worked for some years on the 
Swedish side—that is, from the ore deposits to the Norwegian 
border. Electrification of the line from Lulea to Narvik is, how- 
ever, in progress, and it is expected that the line will be completely 
electrified by the commencement of 1922. A further portion of 
the Swedisi: line as far as Güllivara will be ready by the end of 
the current year, but further extensions, requiring about £950,000, 
are awaiting the sanction of the Swedish Parliament. The 
Norwegian portion is expected to be fully electrified by the end of 
1921.— Tron and Cual Trades Review. 

The Railway Administration in Sweden has handed the Govern- 
ment its estimates and plans for the electrification of the Swedish 
railways. The Stockholm-Gothenburg Railway will be first taken 
in hand, and its electrification is expected to cost Kr. 65 mill. The 
electric power will be obtained from the Trollhattan and Matala 
falls; the Jaerna-Norköpping and the Patternholm-Malmö linee 
are also to be electrified.— Economic Review. 

FRANCE.—An extension of the departmental railways is contem- 
plated by the Conseil Général of the Bouches du Rhone. It is 
proposed to build a new line to link Salon with Marseilles, passing 
through Roquefavour, Le Realtor, Peuves, Saint-Antoine and 
Aygalades. Avignon will be linked with Cháteaurenard-Provence 
and Eyguiéres with Orgon. The line will be electrically worked, 
and the power supplied by the central station at Meyrargues, on 
the River Durance. 

ITALY.—4A scheme, mooted at the beginning of the war, for an 
electric tramway network to open up the valley of the Cesano has 
been revived and extended by Signor Romano Andreoli, who has 
applied for a concession. The new line proposes to start from the 
Adriatic coast at the mouth of the Marotta and run as far es the 
city of Pergola, continuing thence to Fabriano-Urbino. A branch 
is to be built out to the sulphur mines at Bellisio, and another 
along the coast as far as Fano and Senigallia. 


Glasgow.— EMPLOYEES’ DEPUTATION.—A deputation of 
the National Amalgamated Workers’ Union (M. E. A.) was recently 
received by the Tramway Committee. The object of the deputation 
was to nrge the Council to find other employment for motormen 
and conductors who had been certified as medically unfit for their 
duties. The manager stated that only 20 out of a total of 1,423 
men examined had proved physically unfit, and an endeavour was 
being made to provide them with suitable employment in the 
department. The deputation urged, in addition, that previous 
service should be taken into account when these men were placed 
in new positions. 

Leeds.—Proposep Fare IwcREASE.—The Tramways 
Committee has recommended the adoption of the full statutory 
limit of 14. per mile. One mile-stages will be charged for at the 

t rate, there will be a 4d. inorease for 2 and 3 miles, 1d. on 
4 miles, and 14d. on 6. 


London.—AccipENTS.— Official figures published this 
week show that nearly 60 persons were killed or injured in the 
London streets every day during the past year. The actual figures 
for the Metropolitan Police District were :—Killed 687, injured 
18,998, a total of 19,685. Тһе casualties were caused as follows :— 
Tramcars, killed 41, injured 2,906 : omnibuses, killed 136, injured 
1,953 ; other vehicles, killed 510, injured 14,139. 


Milarow.—ScGaESTED RAILWAY  ELECTRIFICATION.— 
The District Council has been in communication with the Lanca- 
shire and Yorkshire Railway Co.. suggesting the advisability of 
extending the electrification of the line from Manchester to Oldham 
and Shaw onward to Rochdale. The company has replied that the 
suggestion is being considered. 


New Zealand.—Tramway ExTENSTIONS.— The Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade states that the following loan proposal has 
been carried :—Wanganui: 4 140.000 for tramways, plant, and 
extensions. Particulars regarding this loan, and the sums allocated, 
are as follows :—For extension to the existing tramway, £36,310; 
for construction and erection of buildings and sheds, alterations 
and improvements to existing buildings, supplying machinery, plant, 
tools, apparatus, and appliances for generating power by steam, 
hydro-electric, gas er other approved motive power in connection 
with the tramw and the supply of electric power and light to 
private consum £56,053; for constructing, providing, and 
supplying electric tramcars, trailer-cars, trucks, motors, equip- 


ment, and appliances, £19,551 ; for constructing, making. supplying 
and providing poles, cables, sub-stations, transformers, meters, and 
all other material, plant or appliances neceasary, £28,086. Tenders 
will be called for the supply and erection of all machinery and 
plant, and for the materials necessary for the track and overhead 
equipment. Orders have already been placed for car and trailer 
bodies and the necessary equipment. 


Pontypridd.— AccIDENT.— Several persons were injured 
through the overturning of a car after a backward run of half-a- 
mile down asteepincline, Three vehicles were collided with during 
the run. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES, 


Austria.—It is proposed to double the postal, telegraph, 
and telephone rates. 


Belgian Congo.—There is a complete system of wireless 
telegraphy between Banana and the coast, and between Boma, 
Kinshasa, Coquilhatville, Basankusu, Umangi, Basoko, Stanley- 
ville, Kindu, Kongolo, Albertville, Kikondja, Elizabethville, 
Lusambo, and Kilo. It is proposed to construct an inter- 
continental station to connect the Colony with Belgium, and to 
strengthen the stations at Benna, Coquithatville, and Elizabeth- 
ville.— Board of Trade Journal. 


Continental Telephone Charges.— The Postmaster- 
General gives notice that from March 22nd the charges for tele- 
phonic communication between the United Kingdom and France, 
and between England and Wales and Belgium, have been fixed 
according to a schedule in the London Gazette of March 19th, and 
now vary from 68. to 12s. 10d. for a three - minute conversation with 
France according to the zone in which the call originates. The 
charges for calls between 9 p.m. and 7 am. are three-fifths of the 
charges during the day time. The charge for a three-minute con- 
versation with Belgium is 8s. In the case of a call to or froma 
call office, a fee of 6d. for a period of three minutes, and Is. for 
six minutes is payable, in addition to the above charges. 


Finiand.—The receipts of the Finnish Telegraph Office 
in 1919 amounted to F.Mk. 10,519,164, and the expenses to 
F.Mk.6,517,181, giving a surplus of F.Mk.4,001,983. The number 
of foreign telegrams dealt with was 739,904, as against 231,423 in 
the previous year. Corresponding figures for internal telegrams 
are 325,825 and 253,490 respectively. According to lusi Suomi, а 
project is on foot for inter-State telephone connection between 
Finland and Sweden. It is suggested that a line should be opened 
between Uleaborg and Torneaa.— Economic Rericw. 


Naval Wireless Stations.—The Admiralty announces 
that officers in charge of tropical wireless stations will be appointed 
normally for & period of one year, and those in charge of non- 
tropical stations for two years. Officers appointed in charge of 
stations coming under either category will be allowed the option of 
&n extension of their appointment up to & maximum of three 
years. An appointment of two years' duration entitles its holder 
to repayment of half the cost of paasage of his wife and family, but 
the privilege of free passages for wives and families is restricted to 
officers holding appointments the duration of which is five years 
or upwards. In the new Navy Estimates, under the Works Vote, a 
sum of £12,100 is taken for the provision of living accommodation 
at the wireless stations at Bathurst (West Africa), Demerara, and 
Jamaica. The new quarters for the staff at the first-named station 
will cost altogether £16,800, of which £7,400 remains to be voted 
in future years,—7^e Times, 


Restoration of Cables.—It was decided in July last to 
re-open telegraphic oommunication with Germany, and the new 
cable ship Monarch started repair work in the North Sea on the 
Bacton-Borkum cables during the early part of August. Faults 
were cleared on Bacton No. 1 cable, and working commenced on 
August 23rd. The Monarch commenced the repair of Bacton No. 2 
cable early in September, and on the Mundesley-Norderney cable in 
the middle of the same month. The repair of these three cables 
has provided 11 workable wires to Germany. One conductor in 
Bacton No. 2 cable, however, is faulty and unworkable ; and two of 
those in Bacton No. 1 are also faulty, though workable with 
simplex Hughes apparatus. There thus remain for repair, when 
other work permits, the following Anglo-German cables :—Bacton- 
Borkum No. 8, Lowestoft-Norderney, and Lowestoft-Borkum, each 
of which has four conductors. During the war the repeater station 
at North Walsham had been dismantled of all repeating apparatus 
for use in other spheres; it was decided at the end of July to 
re-equip the station on the pre-war baais, and the station was ready 
for work in time for the re-opening of telegraphic communication 
with Germany. It was found necessary to replace several of the 
secondary celle, and some of the wiring had also to be renéwed, 
but, on the whole, the condition of the equipment that had been 
left in situ waa good.— T. and T. Age. 


Sweden.—The Swedish Telegraph Administration has 
placed before the Government a scheme for the establishment of a 
large wireless station for communication with the United States. 
It is considered that the existing station at Karlsborg cannot be 
extended so as to deal with American messages, and it is. therefore, 
suggested that & new station should be erected near Falkenberg, 
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with masts 200 metres high, of a capacity of from 300 to 400 K W., 
and a wave length of 17,000 metres. The expenditure is estimated 
at 10,000,000 kr. and the annual working expenses at 850,000 kr., 
and it would be possible to complete the work early in 1923. 

It is reported from Stockholm that the State telegraph autho- 
rities have tested a Swedish invention which is claimed to enable 
wireless messages to be kept secret. The device is said to consist 
in the use of “a kind of electrical vibrator.“ 


Telephone Delays.—Mr. Illingworth, replying to ques- 
tions in the House of Commons, last week, stated that the number 
of applications received for telephones from January Ist, 1919, to 


January lst, 1920, was approximately 94,300; the number of new. 


installations completed, excluding those for Government Depart- 
ments, was 61,987. The total number of telephone intruments 
provided in these new installations and in extensions of existing 
installations was 103,646. The delay in providing telephone 
circuita in certain districts was generally due to shortage of spare 
wires in the underground cables or want of accommodation for 
additional circuits on the exchange switchboards, and to difficulty 
in obtaining from contractors an adequate supply of manufactured 
material, including underground pipes, switchboards, and other 
plant. There were a large number of contractors for various 
classes of telephone equipment; any firm might compete on 
furnishing satisfactory evidence of ability to meet Post Office 
requirements. As a general rule tenders would not be invited from 
manufacturers outside the United Kingdom. Of 27,547 instru- 
ments recovered from Government Departmenta, it was not possible 
to вау how many were included in the 103,686 telephones installed 
for private subscribers. The instrument was only a relatively 
small part of the apparatus required to give telephonic service. 


Telephone Exchanges.—Two new telephone exchanges 
Broadway and Latchmere—have recently been put into 
operation, and others will shortly be added. These two are 
extensions of the Stratford and Battersea ‘exchanges. and were 
installed to relieve the pressure in those districts. Four new tele- 
phone exchanyes will be set up at the Tower, Holborn (the old 
Inns of Court Hotel), Marylebone, and Clerkenwell. Alterations 
and extensions are also contemplated at Erith, Esher, Harrow, 
‘Redhill, Sidcup, and Woodford. In addition,a new exchange, to 
be known as the Toll Exchange, is to be opened in the City, and 
will deal solely with short-distance trunk calls, up to about 
50 miles. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the “ Official 
Not ĩos appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australla.—MEkLHOURNE.— April 12th. City Council. 
Two 2, 000-Kw. rotary converters ; H. T. switchgear, 6, 600 v.; D.G. 
switchgear, 600 v. (January 30th.) 


Bacup.— March 27th. Electricity Department. 
contracts, including cables, fuses, lamps, meters, &c. 
19th.) | 

Bedford. — March 31st. Electricity Department. 


Twelve months’ supply of electricity metera and H.T. and LT. 
cables, (March 5th.) 


Bedwellty. — April 12th. Urban District Council. 


Electric wiring, fittings, &c., at Pengam and Aberbargoed. (See 
this issue.) 


Belgium.—Apri! 7th. The municipal authorities of 
Ixelles, Brussels. Supply of a quantity of armoured cable for 
low-tension distribution mains. Specifications may be obtained 
from the Maison Communale, Ixelles, for two franca. 

April 6th. Municipal authorities of Chassepierre (Province of 
Luxenbourg). Tenders for a central electric lighting station in 
the town. & 


Bradford,— Board of Guardians. Installation of a tele- 
phonic system at St. Lukea Hospital, and extension of electric 
lighting system at Bowling Park Institution, Mr. F. Holland, 
engineer, 22, Manor Row. 

Canterbury.—April 19th. Electricity Department. One 
1, 00O-KW. three-phase turbo-alternator, surface condensing plant, 
two rotary converters, superheater, kc. (See this issue.) 


Durham.— Board of Guardians. Installation of electric 
lighting at the Workhouse. The Clerk. 


Eastbourne, — April 16th. Electricity Department. 
Supply and erection of one water cooling tower. (See this issue.) 

Edinburgh.—March 29th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. Condensing plant for Portobello station. Specification 
No. 23. (February 27th.) 

Great Yarmouth.—April 16th. Electricity Department. 
One 2,000-K W. turbo-alternator. one 750-Kw, rotary converter and 
transformer, and one 750-KW. frequency changer. (March 19th.) 

Leith.—Town Council. Materials for the year. from 


May 16th, including overhead. electrical and car fittings, and insu- 
lated wire, ко, Mr, J. A. Greig, Town Clerk, | 


Annual 
(March 


'` Lincoln.—April 8th. Electricity Department. Pipe- 
work, and motor-generator and switchgear for St. Swithin's power 
station. (March 5th.) 


Limerick.— March 81st. Electricity Department. General 


stores, cable, meters, lamps and accessories. (See this issue.) 


London.—SHOREDITcH.— Electricity Supply Department. 
Water-tube boiler, 5,000-Kw. turbo-alternator, E.H.T. and D.C. 
‘switchgear. (March 19th.) | 

HAMMERSMITH.—March 31st. Electricity Department. E. H. T., 

H. T. and L. T. cables, 3i-in. and 4- in. conduit, E. H. T. and H.T, 
switchgear, static transformers. (See this issue.) 


Margate.— April 15th. Town Council. Electric light 
installation, pavilion and winter gardens. Mr. J. E. Saxby, Manager. 


Newport (Mou.).—March 27th. Tramways Department. 
Tramway bodies, trucks, electrical equipment. Mr. A. Nichols 
Moore, Borough Electrical and Tramways Engineer, Town Hall. 


Peterborough. — Electricity Department. 1,000-kw. 
_turbo-alternator with condenser and pipe work, switchgear, 500-K w. 
rotary converter, superheaters, induced dranght fan, two sets 
forced draught furnaces, foundations and builders' work, and H.T. 
cables. (March 19th.) | | 


South Africa.—April 24th. Oudtshoorn Municipality. 
Time for receipt of tenders extended from March 24th te April 24th. 


Spain.— Municipal authorities of Lora del Rio (Province 


of Seville). Tenders for the concession for the electric lighting of 
the town during a period of 20 years. 


CLOSED. . 


Aldershot.— Urban District Council :— 
Boilers for the electricity works.—Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd., £8,496. 


Belglum.— The municipal authority of Couckelaere has 
placed & contract with the Anglo-Belgium Oo., of Ghent, and the 
Société Eleotricité et Mecanique, of Brussels, for plant for an oil 
engine-driven central electricity generating station, the first named 


concern supplying the engines, and the Brussels Co. the eleotrical 
plant. 


Glasgow. Electricity Committee. Recommended :— 


Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd.—Four 6,500. volt, 1, 500-K w. rotary converters, 
with transformers, £36,400. 
Metropolitan- Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.—Three 20,000-volt, 1,500-kw. rotary 
converters, with transformers, £29,310; and one 6,500-volt, 500.kw, 
‚ rotary converter, with transformer, £8,790. 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd.—One 20,000-volt, 1, 500-K W. rotary con- 
verter, with transformer, 438, 750. 


The Oommittee has accepted the offer of the Corporation of 
Alloa, for the purchase of second-hand plant, at the Partiok 
Electricity Works, consisting of boilers, engines, converters. &c., at 
& 20,000. | ö i 

Town Council. Accepted :— . 

50 pressed.steel gear cases.—W m, Little & Sons, 


Forgings for car trucks.— English Electric Co., Ltd, 
Trolley cable, — B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd, 


Government Contracts.— The following Government con- 
tracts have been placed during February, 1920 :— 


ADMIRALTY (CONTRACT AND PumRCHASE DEPARTMENT). 


Armature drying plant.—Manlove & Alliott. 

Centrifugal circulating pump.—Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd. 

Electric crane.—Cowans, Sheldon & Co., Ltd. 

Conversion of steam crane.—Ransomes & Rapier, Lid. 

Electric lighting.—Foot & Milner. 

Electrical boxes, &c.—Basebe, Sadler & Co., Ltd.; Hawkers, Ltd. 

Blast fans.—Jas. Keith & Blackman Co. 

Generator and switchboard.—The British Electric Plant Co. 

Gas-filled lamps.—General Electric Co., Ltd.; Siemens Bros. Dynamo 
Works, Ltd. 

Motor and control gear.—Electromotors, Ltd. 

me generator set and switchgear.—Brush Electrical Engineering Co., 

td. 


Reconstruction of motor.—British Electric Plant Co., Ltd. 
Underground cables and electric lighting.—Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd. 
Motor-driven sewage pumps.—Pulsometer Engineering Co., Ltd. 

MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS. 
Electric storage battery.—Chloride Electrical Storage, Ltd. 
Generators.—Eastgate Meller, Ltd.; Leading Light Syndicate, Ltd. 
Insulators.—G.E. Co., Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Telephones.—G.E. Co., Ltd. 

Post OFFICE. 


Protective apparatus.—Phoaenix Telephone & Electric Works, Ltd.; Siemens 
Bros. & Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 


Telegraph apparatus.—Automatic ‘Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd.: 
В. Helsby Cables, Ltd. 
Telephone apparatus.—Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 


British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; International Electric 
Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph and telephone cable.—Callender’s Cable & Construction Co., 
Dus W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 

Lamp caps.—C. A. Apperley. 

Casing and cover.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Insulator cloths.—Thomas Brigg, (London), Ltd. 

Cords for telephones.—London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd.; Phoenix 
Telephone & Electric Works, Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Earthenware ducts.—Doulton & Co., Ltd.; Stanley Bros., Ltd 

Insulators.—Taylor, Tunnicliffe & Co., Ltd. 

Insulating tape.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Telephones.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Troughing.—Doulton & Co., Ltd. 

Copper enamelled and silk covered wire.—Concordia Electric Wire Co., 
td. 

Switchboard wire.—London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd. 

Accumulators.—Tower, Bishopsgate, Marylebone and Holborn Relief Ex- 
changes.—D. P. Battery Co., Ltd, 
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Laying conduits. City of London, Westminster and Chelsea: J. Mowlem 
Co., Ltd. Stepney, &.: Foot & Milne, Ltd. Hammersmith : 
Laing & Co. Willesden, &с.; О. C. Summers, Hornsey, &с.; О. С. 
Summers. Fulham, Battersea, Wandsworth and Merton: 
Co. Maidenhead: J. A. Ewart, Ltd. Clerkenwell area: J. Mowlem 
& Co. Maryhill: Greig & Matthews. Heywood-Middleton : i 
stead. Blackwall Lane: O. C. Summers, Cuckmere-Eastbourne: W. 
Dobson. Bexley Heath: J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd. 
held: J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd. 
Motor- driven compressor plunts.—Leatield and Cairo Wireless Stations: 
Reavell & Co., Ltd. 
Telephone exchange cquipment.—Hornsey: Western Electric Co., 
Leith : Western Electric Co., Ltd. Hurley: Siemens Bros. & 
Ltd. Glasgow (South): Western Electric Co., Ltd. 


IN Dix ОРР1СЕ (510кЕѕ DEPARTMENT). 
Armatures.—Greenwood & Batiey, Ltd. 
Low-resistance cells.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Motor converters.—Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd. 
Electrolytic copper.—Elder Smith & Co. 
Carbon cups, &c.—Peel Conner Telephone Works, Ltd. 
Cell elements.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 
Induction motor.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Motors and control pancls.—Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd. 
Pumping machinery.—Worthington-Simpson, Ltd. 
Copper wire.—T. Bolton & Sons; Callender's Cable & Construction Co., 
Ltd.; Elliotts Metal Co.; R. Johnson & Nephew; Shropshire iron Co.;: 
F. Smith & Co. 
CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 
Telephone cables.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 
Lux cells (parts for).—Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 
Insulators.— Taylor, Tunnicliffe & Co., Ltd. 

Insulator spindles, &c.— Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss, Ltd. 
Telegraph instruments. — Elliott Bros. (London), Ltd.; 
phone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. | | 

Telegraph line material.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Telephones, &c.—British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; Gent 
& Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Wireless apparatus.—Marconi Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd. 


Н.М. Orrice оғ Works. 
Engineering services.—Electric n passenger lift, Manchester Pensione 
Offices: Marryatt & Scott, Ltd. 


Lanarkshire.—With reference to the notice appearing 
under this heading in our last issue, Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., 
inform us that they have not offered to supply an imported 


London.—L.C.C. The Highways Committee recommends 
that it be authorised, during the Easter recess, 1920, to open any 
tenders involving capital expenditure over £1,000, which may be 
received for the supply of materials, &c., and for the execution of 
work included in the order of referenoe to the Committee. 


BATTERSEA. — Electricity Undertaking Committee. 
mended :— | 
Fan for the upper гап room at the generating station, £90.—Sturtevant 
Engineering Co., Ltd. | 
6,000-xw. turbo-alternator and Mirrlees condenser, £85,335.—Fraser and 
Chalmers Engineering Co., Ltd. | | 
HACKNEY.—Electricity Committee. Recommended :— 
Extension and completion of the sub-station at Northwold Road: 


L. Н. & Б. Roberts .. £4,421 (recom.) 
Stapleton & Sons ee Р 4,450 


Wimbledon-Earls- 


Ltd. 
Co., 


Automatic Tele- 


Reoom- 


Marrable Bros. s 4,600 
W. Bhurmur & Sons 5,468 
Barrett & Power.. 6,632 


Supply of M. n. r. cables in connection with the extension scheme adopted 
anuary 28th last.—B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 


Hull.— Electricity Committee. 


Richardsons, Westgarth & Co., Ltd. £17,784.—New condensing plant. 
Biirling Boiler Co., £15,470. — Two new boilers. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Saturday, March 27th. At Albemarle 
Btreet, Piccadilly, W. At8p.m. Lecture on Positive Rays,“ by Sir J. J. 


Thomson, F.R.S. 


Institution of Electrical 
meeting. At the Albert 
Social evening (smoker). 


illuminating Engineering Society.—Tuesday, March 80th. At the Royal 
Society of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, W.C. At 8 p.m. Discussion on 
** Motor-car Headlights in Relation to Traffic Requirements,“ to be opened 
by Mr. J. W. T. Walsh. 

Associaton of Engineering and Shipbuildin 


arch 80th. At Liverpool University. At 7. 
ary Calculus," by Mr. B. Clowes. 


Technical Inspection Association.—Tuesday, March 80th. At the Royal 
Society of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, W.C, At 5 p.m. Annua! general 
meeting. 


Rontg£eu Socie 
ments of St. 


eers. — Monday, March 29th. Informal 
avern, 62, Victoria Street, S.W. At 7.30 p.m. 


Draughtsmen.—Tuesday 
p.m. Lecture on Element- 


.—Tuesday, March 80th. In the X-Ray and Electrical Depart- 
rtholomew's Hospital, Е.С. At8.15 p.m, General meeting, 


NOTES. 


The Batti-Wallahs’ Society.—The following is a list of 
new officers elected at the annual meeting on March 15th :— 
President, —W. Wyld. — Vice-President,.—W. E. Ireland. Past 
Presidents.—H. T. Harrison, L. M. Waterhouse, W. Riggs, M. S. 
Chambers, F. J. Collis, J. 8, Huddleston, J. F. Avila. 
Committee, —E. Barralet, A. W. Blake, L. 8. Richardson, J. P. 
Maginnis, R. Smith. H. Foulds. 
‚ Hon. Хес. Tredsurer.—F. Pooley. 
Hon,- entertainment. Seeretary.—-A, J. Greenly. 


Appointments Vacant. able jointer (888. 4d.), for the 
Tynemouth Corporation Electricity Department; E. H. r. plumber 
jointer (87s. lld.); meter superintendent, for the Borough of 
Tunbridge Wells Electricity Works; electrical engineer, for the 
installation and inspection of consumers’ meters (Ra. 540 per 
month); eleotrical engineer, for the position of deputy engi- 
neering agent (Rs. 1,250 month), for the Calcutta Electric Supply 
Corporation, Ltd.; charge engineer (888.), for the Dewsbury 
Corporation Electricity and Tramways Department ; boiler house 
superintendent (£400), for the Bristol Corporation Electricity 
Department ; telegraph inspectors (£200 + £65) for the Tan- 
ganyika Territory Posts and Telegraph Department. See our 
advertisement pages to-day. 


Glass Manufacture for the Electrical Industry.— The 
figures which were recently given in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, in 
reference to the output of electric bulbs by a Westlake machine at 
Leamington-on-Tyne, have since been exceeded. It was regarded 


by the trade as a remarkable performance that the machine should 


produce 24,000 perfect articles in an eight-hour sbift, especially as 
the normal weekly productivity of 180 men was somewhere about 
half a million. Last week, however, the machine in question 
turned out 570,000, which constitutes a world’s record. The moulds 
scarcely missed during the whole week, which is a reflection of the 
good work of the metal gatherers. The firm marked their apprecia- 
tion of this by voluntarily increasing wages by 5 per cent. Makers 
generally are moving rapidly in the glass trade. This week it is 
announced that a new combine, involving £1,000,000, is to be 
floated, with the primary object of increasing the output of table 
glass, but in the production from the new machines which are about 
to be introduced, electric lighting goods, and illuminating ware 


generally, will eventually find a prominent place. Manufacturers 


are in the happy position of being able to export bulbs. In this 
direction they have recovered quicker than any other section of 
the trade. The arrangements which have been made between 
Philipe, of Holland, and the Edison Swan Co., at Ponder's End— 
referred to in the annual report of the former company, abstracted 
in last week's ELECTRICAL RgviEW—are more important than at 
first sight would appear to be the case. Philips's is the finest glass 
house in the world, and, to ascertain the methods of work there, 
the Ponders End firm sent a deputation of workmen over to 
Holland. They found that six men were working at a pot, instead 
of three, as is the case in this country, and this, of course, meant 
that fewer moulds of the machines went round empty. It is now 
stated that the workmen in this country have undertaken to work 
the same system. 


Siemens Copper Works in Russla.—It is reported that 
the managers of SIEMENS COPPER WORKS, at Kadabek, near 
Elisabetpol, South Russia, have been compelled almost entirely to 
stop working, as the copper deposits are exhausted. On the other 
hand, the second mine—the Quarz Chana, near Batoum—still 
contains ore, and the production could be raised to 10,000 poods of 
pure copper monthly. Operations at present, however, are it con- 
siderable, chiefly owing to the difficulty that funds are not available 
for the payment of wages. It is thought that if the Siemens: 
Works at Tiflis had energetic representatives who could induce the 
Georgia Government to make advances on the copper produced, so 
as to defray the working expenses, it would be possible again to 
bring about an increase in the output. | 


Educational.— UNIVERSITY CoLLEGE, LONDON.—At a 
lunsheon last Friday in connection with the Engineering Equip- 
ment and Endowment Fund, at which Prince Arthur of Connaught, 
the President of the Fund, was chairman, he warmly commended 
the scheme to the audience, pointing out that 3,000 members of the 
University served in the war, that all the departments had been 
occupied in war work, and that the new chemical laboratories had 
done work of extreme national importance. Во far £24,000 had 
been subscribed out of the E100, OCO required. The Vice-Chancellor 
explained the scheme, and Sir Robert Hadfield regarded it as a 
national matter. Sir Gregory Foster said the college was crammed 
to overflowing ; since September last, 400 applicants had been 
refused admission for lack of accommodation, and next session 
their difficulties would be seriously increased. 

A further appeal has been issued on behalf of the Ramsay 
Memorial Fund, in order that an adequate sum may be provided to 
erect a Ramsay Memorial Laboratory of Chemical Engineering. 
A ваш of £25,000 has been allotted to that purpose from the fund, 
but an additional sum of £50,000 is required to complete and endow 
the Laboratury. 

IMPERIAL COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.—An appeal 
is being made by this College for funds required to carry on its 
work efficiently. In May last year there were 841 students in 
attendance, and the accommodation will this year be taxed to the 
utmost. A committee has been appointed to conduct the appeal, 
of which Mr. Otto Beit is the chairman : donations may be sent to 
the Marquess of Crewe, Crewe House, Curzon Street, W. 1, or to the 
Secretary of the College. 


Electric Club Dianer.—The Birmingham and District 
Electric Club held its annual dinner at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Saturday, March 20th. The president, Mr. H. W. 
Wolton, was in the chair. The evening was greatly enjoyed by 
over 100 members and friends, the toast list and musical programme 
being both well selected and well received. The club is looking fora 
considerable inoreage in membership as a result, . 
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Inquiries.— Makers of the Zodiac" electric lamp are 
asked for. Information regarding electric incubators is desired; 


names of manufacturers and catalogue; also makers of plant for 
manufacturing calcium carbide. 


Еіесќгіс Vehicle Progress.— The Accrington Gas and 
Water Board is applying for permission to borrow £2,500 for the 
purchase of an electriostorage battery locomotive. The Rotherham 
Corporation is applying for permission to borrow £2,740 for the 
purchase of two electric vehicles to be used by the Highways 
Department. The South Shields Cleansing Committee is to pur- 
chase two electric vehicles. An eleotrio vehicle for refuse collection 
purposes has been ordered by the Stockton Corporation. The 
Torquay Town Council is purchasing two 2-ton electric vehicles at 
& cost of £1,372 each, from Edison Accumulators, Ltd. Mr. J. 
Jackson, superintendent, Birmingham Salvage Department, states 
that they "have four electricos working, 25 on order, and hope 
shortly to place an order for another four, making our total fleet 
for this year 33, which will, I think, be the largest number in use 
by any Corporation in this country. They are doing excellent work, 

and we are well satisfied with the vehicles.“ Electric Vehicle. 


Sir E. Geddes on Transport.— Sir Eric Geddes, 
Minister of Transport, discussed at length the future of British 
railways in his presidential address on Monday at the inaugural 
meeting of tho newly-formed Institute of Transport, held at the 
Institution of Civil Engineers. There was а large attendanoe, and 
Sir John Griffiths, President I.O.E., presided. The following were, 
according to The Times, the chief points in Sir Eric's address :— 

None of the transport agencies of this country could carry on on 
the basis of their pre-war revenue. This applied to railways in a 
marked degree ; it also allied to roads, canals, tramways, and docks, 
yet the healthy existence of these agencies was vital to the State. 
The maximum charges which could be imposed by statutory under- 
takings were no longer sufficient, and the community must review 
the whole position. The old bargain must be altered to enable the 
companies to raise more money ; but to avoid waste there must be 
more co-operation between the agencies, more amalgamation, more 
national control. He was not discussing the question of ownership. 
The State must have power to reduce working costs in every 
Possible way, and it must be supplied with figures showing that 
the management was efficient and economical The man in the 
street must be provided with full, accurate, and “live” statistics 
of operation, without whioh suspicion would never be dispelled. 
The community had a right to say what was a reasonable service 
for & statutory company to perform ; what reasonable improve- 
menta should be made; and what reasonable rates should be 
charged. The State must also harmonise the operation of the 
different agencies in the interests of the community, allocating to 
each the share of the totel work which it could best perform. 
They were on the eve of great extensions of the application of 
electricity to railway traction; a revolution was taking place in 
the organisation of transport in this country. The Institute could 
hardly perform a service of greater practical utility than to act as 
an impartial umpire, in the battle between alternating and direct 


current, remembering always that the scientifically ideal best, was 


not. necessarily the same as the best practically possible. 


British Engineering Standards Associatlon.—In con- 
formity with the Articles of Association, providing for rotation of 
office on the Main Committee, whereby one-third of the nominees 
retire each year, the Councils of the Technical Institutions which 
founded the Association have now made their new nominations, 


which take effect on March 3let. The Main Committee will then 


be constituted as follows :— 
Sir Archibald Denny, Bart. (Chairman). 
Sir Maurice Fitzmaurice, C.M.G. (Vice-Chairman). 
* Sir John Aspinall, ) 
t Sir Arthur Duckham, K.C.B., 


Sir William Ellis, G. B. E, | шщ 
Sir William Matthews, Nominated by the Institution of 


K. C. M.d., Civil ien 
Mr. Alexander Ross, 
Dr. W. C. Unwin, 
Sir Henry Fowler, K. B. E., 
Sir Vincent Raven, K B. K., 
Dr. William H. Maw. 


Dr. Arthur Cooper, | 
i 
| 
| 
| 


++ 


Nominated by the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers. 


Nominated by the Iron and 
Steel Institute. 


Nominated by the Institution of 
Naval Architects. 


Nominated by the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers. 


Co-opted by the nominated mem- 
bers to represent the Federa- 
tion of British Industries. 


§ Mr. M. Mannaberg, 
| Mr. Benjamin Talbot. 
Sir W. E. Smith, C.B.. 
Sir Thomas Bell, K. B. E., 
Col. R. E. Crompton, C. B., 
Sir John Snell, 
J Mr. C. H. Wordingham, C. B. E., 


Mr. F. W. Gilbertson, 
Mr. F. R. Davenport, 


The Hon. Sir Charles Parsons, 
K. C. B., 

Sir Richard Glazebrook, 
K.C.B., 

Sir Robert Hadfield, Bart., 


Co-opted by the nominated 
members. | 


* Sir Douglas Fox. retiring. 

t Sir Robert Elliott-Cooper, K.C.B., retiring. - 
1i Mr. H. A. Ivatt, retiring. 

$ Mr. George Ainsworth. deceased, 

l| Mr. Illtyd Williams, retiring. 

Ч Mr. C. Р. Sparks retiring. 


Freemasonry.— The members of the Kelvin Lodge are 
reminded of the regular meeting which is due to be held to- 
night (Friday, 26th inst.) at Mark Mason's Hall, Great Queen 
Street. Early attendance is requested. 


Railway Electrification.—As we recently announced, the 
Ministry of Transport has appointed a Committee to report to the 
Minister on the question of railway electrification. The Committee, 
which met for the first time on Monday last, is constituted as 
follows: —Sir Alexander Kennedy (chairman), Sir John Aspinall, 
Mr. A. R. Cooper (representing the London Electric Railways), 
Mr. Philip Dawson, Sir Alexander Gibb, Mr. С. Н. Merz, Sir Philip 
Nash, Sir John Snell, Mr. Roger Т, Smith, Sir Henry Thornton 
(representing the Railway Companies’ Association) ; Major Redman, 
secretary. | 

The terms of reference to the Committee аге that the Committee 
should report on :— 


1. Whether any regulation should be made for the purpose of 
ensuring that the future electrification of railways in this country 
is carried out to the best advantage in regard to interchange of 
electric locomotives and rolling stock, uniformity of equipment, 
and or other matters. 

2. If any such regulations are desirable, what matters should be 
dealt with, and what regulations should be made. 

3. How far it is desirable, if at all, that railways or sections of 
railways already electrified should be altered so that they may form 
parte of a unified system. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Royal Institution.—The following are included in the list of 
forthcoming arrangements : — | 
Friday. April 16th, at 9 p.m.—'' Ions and Nuclei," by Dr. J. A. McClelland, 
F.R.8 


Friday, May 21st, at 9 p.m.—'' The Thermionic Valve in Wireless Tele- 

pale 0 Telephony,“ by Dr. J. A. Fleming, F. R. S. 

Friday, May 98th, at 9 p. m.— . Crystal Structure, by Prof. W. L. Bragg. 

Tuesdays, April 18th and 20th, at 3 o'clock.—'' Recent Advances in X-ray 
Work," by Major G. W. C. Kaye, D.Sc. 

Tuesdays, May 85th and June 1st, at 3 o'clock.—'''The Evolution of Large 
Bridge Construction," by Major C. E. Inglis. 

Thursdays, April 15th and 22nd, at 8 o'clock.— New Experimental Studies 
in the Liquid State,“ by Mr. Sidney Skinner. . 

Saturdays, April 17th and 24th, at 8 o'clock.—'' The Thermionic Vacuum 
Tube as Detector, Amplifier and Generator of Electrical Oscillations,'' 
by Dr. W. H. Eccles. | 

Saturdays, May 29th and June 5th, at 8 o'clock.—'' Recent Revolutions in 
Physical Science," by Mr. J. H. Jeans, LL.D. (Secretary Royal Society). 


Bradford Textile Soclety.— On March 15th, Mr. Edwin Preece, 
consulting engineer, lectured on “ Electric Driving of TextileMills,” 
and in the course of his observations gave a full deacription of the 
Tata Hydro-Electric Power Co.'s scheme in Bombay. Mr. A. M. 
Chapman presided. 


Bristol Association of ‘Engineers.— The concluding meeting of 
the 1919-20 session of the Association was held, under the presi- 
dency of Mr. J. McDonald, on March 17th. After dinner a paper 
was read by Prof. David Robertson, D. So., M.I.E.E., on the Prin- 
ciples of Radio-Telegraphy," and a discussion followed. The 
election of officers and members of Committee for the next session 
was as follows :—President, Mr. Nicholas Watts ; vice-president, 
Prof. David Robertson; hon. sec., Mr. H. T. Sully; and hon. 
treasurer, Mr. B. de Sayres, together with Messrs. A. E. Livermore, 
R. Robertson, and A. Davis. 


Chief Technical Assistants’ Association.—The annual general 
meeting of the above Association was held at Anderton's Hotel, 
Fleet Street, E.C., on the 16th inst. The retiring chairman, Mr. 
J. H. Parker, A. M. I. E. E. (President E. P. E. A.), reviewing the work 
of the Association during the past year, referred to the Electricity 
(Supply) Act in which, due to the activities of this and other 
Associations, a fairly satisfactory Compensation Clause had been 
inserted. He found that the papers read and discussed were very 


beneficial indeed in the discharge of their duties, as they were all 


directly connected with the work of electricity supply. Mr. A. P. 
MacAlister, A.M.I.E.E., was elected chairman, and in thanking the 
members for the honour, said he had hoped that Mr. Parker would 
continue in office for another year, so as to occupy the unique 
position of chairman of the C. T. A. A., and President of the E.P.E.A, 
at the same time, but, unfortunately, Mr. Parker could not find 
time for both. The following were the other officers elected for 
the ensuring year :—Vice-chairman, Mr. J. R. J. Bowden (Hackney); 
hon. treasurer, Mr. A. Murdoch (Fulham); lion. secretary, Mr. 
H. F. J. Thompson (Battersea); executive committee, Mr. J. H. Parker 
(Croydon); Mr. W. Young (Stepney); Mr. G. C. Law (Barnes). 


Association of Mining Electrical Englneers.-—The North of 
England Branch of the Association entertained a number of promi- 
nent members of the mining industry to luncheon on March 20th, 
at Newcastle-on-Tyne, following which a meeting~was held. More 
than one speaker mentioned that since the Association was 
inaugurated the efficiency of electrical plant in mines had 
appreciably advanced. It was stated that du ring 1913, 11 accidents 
occurred in the North of England which «could, in any way, be 
attributed to the use of electricity, while im 1919 the number of 
accidents fell to seven, although the installed horse-power had 
increased from 144,259 to 250,000 H.P. The figures represented 
one accident per 13,000 H.P. in 1913, against One per 36,000 н.р, in 
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1919. All the foregoing accidente, except one, were non-fatal. It 

was stated that the efficiency of colliery officiala and engineering 

ae е ааа improved by the exchange of ideas and visite to 
er works. | 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—At a meeting of the 
WESTERN CENTRE at Bristol, on March Ist, Prof. D. Robertson 
gave a lecture on “Electric Impulse Clocks." After explaining 
the principle of the pendulum and the methods of compensation 
for errors due to temperature, friction, &c., the lecturer described 
the electrical impulse systems of the Synchronome Oo., Messrs. 
Gent & Oo., and the Silent Electric Clock Co. The lecture waa, 
illustrated with lantern slides and a collection of clocks in motion. 
In the discuesion which followed, Mr. F. Hope-Jones emphasised 
the importanoe of imparting an impulse to the pendulum only at 
the centre of its swing, and of controlling the dials in series in 
such a way that their self-induction ensured their receiving an 
adequate impulse. Mr. H. T. Sully described the clock installa- 
tion at the Southmead Infirmary, Bristol. 

Coventry Engineering Society.—Mr. E. A. Watson, M.Sc., 
A. M. I. E. E., gave an instructive lecture, on March 19th, on Electric 
Sparks, Spark Gaps and Spark Plugs, and their Relation to the 
Magneto.” He dealt with the nature and meaning of dielectric 
stress, and the infiuence thereon of gap length and electrode shape. 
Discussing the nature of the spark, he explained the formation of 
disruptive sparks without oorona and sparks acoompanied by 
corona, and illustrated this phase of his subject by some interesting 
experiments. He explained the behaviour of different spark gaps 
with different forms of spark generator, the effect of wave form, 
and submitted a number of charts showing the impulse ratio. 
Factors governing the inoendivity of the spark, and the best sort of 
spark to produce ignition, were particularly noted by the audience, 
and, prooeeding to deal with the reaction of the spark gap upon 
the magneto, the speaker described the effect of voltage character- 
istios and spark-gap resistanoe. Mr. A, P. Young presided, and a 
hearty vote of thanks was passed to the lecturer. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


Ihe Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
айо electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of t 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


We read in the Times that on March 17th Sir Richard 
GLAZEBROOK, late Director of the National Physical Laboratory 
at Teddington, was presented by the staff with his portrait 
in oils,, painted by his cousin, Mr. Hugh de T. Glazebrook. 
Accompanying the gift was an album, containing an illu- 
minated address, followed by the signatures of past and present 
members of the staff, and a photograph of the laboratory 
taken from an aeroplane. Mr. Е. E. Smith, F. R. S., presided, 
and Dr. Т. Е. Stanton made the presentation. 

. Whitehaven Т.С. has referred back to the Lighting Com- 
mittee @ recommendation to increase the salary of the elec- 
trical engineer, Mr. HocanTH, to £500 a year. 

Swindon T.C. is recommended to increase the salary ‘ 
the borough electrical engineer from £350 to £450 а year. 

Mr. J. M. KEENAN, deputy borough electrical engineer at 
Torquay, has been appointed engineer and manager of “he 
Thanet Electrical Co., Ltd., of Margate. 

‚ Walsall T.C. has advanced the salary of the electrical en- 
gineer from £650 to £800 a year. 

Мг. W. W. Гаске, C. B. E., M. Inst. C. E., M. I. E. E., chief 
engineer and manager of Glasgow Corporation electricity 
department, who is leaving Glasgow on his appointment aa 
one of H.M. Electricity Commissioners, wag presented on 
Friday night with a silver tray from the employés of the 
department. Mr. R. B. Mitchell presided over a large 
gathering. 

Mr. W. Н. HELLYAR, formerly engineer and manager of 
Chipping Norton electricity works, has been appointed resi- 
dent mechanical and electrical engineer on the King’s Estate 
at Sandringham. 

The Times states that Lieut.-Col. W. H. D. CLARK, O. B. E., 
п са a ds s Controller Ne ше Munitions 
entions Department, has been appointe i i 
of H.M. Patent Office, London. di SS SE 
The London County Council Highways Committee recom- 
mends that a gratuity of £500 be granted Mr. J. TERRY, acting 
traffic operation superintendent of the Council's tramways, 

who is retiring after nearly 40 years' tramway service. 

Mr. N. W. PnaNaNELL has joined the staff of Messrs. C. A. 
Parsons & Co., at Newcastle. After being demobilised from 
dis war service with the Navy he did not return to his old 
post of distributing engineer to the Metropolitan Electric 
Supply Co. While waiting for & new opening he hae been 
acting as Controller of the Engineers’ Stores Section of the 
Disposal Board. 

Messrs. Handcock, Dykes & Trotter, consulting engineers, 
of 11, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W.1, announce that, 
owing to the decision of Mr. A. P. TROTTER to retire to the 
country, where he will devote himself to his special scientific 
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subjects, the firm has from the 25th inst., resumed the old 
aan Handcock & Dykes, under which it was founded 
in ; 

After numerous postponements of the matter, the Bra 
Urban District Council has increased the salary of Mr. 
W. J. U. Sowrter, electrical engineer and manager, from 
£330 to £425 per annum as from March 31st, 1919, and that 
of Mr. V. Dempsey, assistant electrical engineer, to £250 
annum as from March 3lst, 1918. These increases, together 
with similar increases to the other officials of the Council, 
have been granted as the result of an award made by an 
arbitrator appointed by the Ministry of Labour. A eection 
of the Council was. reluctant to accept the provisions of the 
award, but it was pointed out that failure to comply with 
the findings of the arbitrator might result in a strike of the 
officials concerned. In the end, alter considerable acrimonious 
и the Council decided to adopt the terms of the 
award. 


Obituary.— Mr. A. С. Lyster.—The death occurred last 
week, at the age of 68 years, of Mr. Anthony G. Lyster, who 
several years ago retired from the position of engineer-in- 
chief to the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, and_ entered 
the consulting engineering firm of Sir John Wolfe Barry. 

Mr. E. Ducxwortu.—News from South Africa reporta the 
death, at Cape Town, of Mr. Ernest Duckworth, due to col- 
lapse following an operation for appendicitis. Since 1903 
Mr. Duckworth had been on the staff of Cape Town electricity 
works, holding a responsible position at their Dock Road 
power station. | 

Mr. Е. Lee—The death is announced of Mr. Edwin Lee, 
who had for some years carried on business as an electrical 
engineer at 111, Union Street, Torquay. 
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NEW COMPANIBS REGISTERED. 


Palmer, Riley & Co., Ltd. (165,386).—Private company. 
Registered March i/th. Capital, 4210,00) in #1 shares. 10 take over the 
business of electrical manufacturers and factors carried on by W. Palmer and 
J. E. Riley at Market Chambers, Backburn Road, Accrington, as Palma, 
Kiley & Co." The first directors are: W. Palmer, 291, Blackburn Koau, 
Accrington; J. E. Riley, 12, Royle Road. Chorley. Secretary: J. E. Riley. 
Registered отсе ; Market Chambers, Blackburn Koad, Accrington. 


Magnetic Transmission Co., Ltd. (165,420) .—Registered 
March aoth. Capital, £3UU,UUU in £1 snares (190,U00 preterred ordinary). 10 
take over the right to manulacture and sell in the U. K. the system oi power 
transmission known as the kntz Magnetic Iransmission,“ together with 
the right to export to any place outside the U.K. mowr curs and automo- 
biles after the same have been completed and the Entz transmission in- 
stalled therein, or any other article for which the said transmission may 
be useful, and to adopt an agreement with I.. Crown and the Owen Mag- 
netic Iransmission Syndicate, Ltd. The subscribers (each with one pre- 
ferred ordinary share) are: L. V. Rothschild, ж, Sackville Street, W. ), 
engineer; R. G. Wilson, 23a, Bruton Street, W. I, engineer; J. L. Crown, 
Gwydyr Mansions, Hove, engincer, and tour others. Minimum cash subscrip- 
tion, £7. J. L. Crown is the first director. Solicitor: N. P. Arnold, Sv, 
King Street, Covent Garden, W.C. 


R. J. Richardson & Sons, Ltd. (165,142).—Private com- 
pany.—Kegistered March llth. Capital, £10,000 in 41 shares. То carry 
on the business oí mechanical, electrical and general engineers, manufac- 
turers of dynamos, lamps, cycles, motor and uccessories, XC. The first 
directors are: J. Richardson, The Croft, Ravenhurst Road, Harborne, 
Birmingham; J. J. Richardson, 67, Carless Avenue, Harborne, Birmingham, 
R. R. Richardson, 66, Carless Avenue, Harborne, Birmingham. J. T. Rich- 
ardson, ‘he Croft, Ravenhurst Road, Harborne, Birmingham. Registered 
office : Commercial Street, Birmingham. 


Taylor, Hunter & Co., Ltd. (165,152) .— Private company. 
Registered March llth. Capital, 25,000 in #1 shares. To carry on the 
business of electric and general engineers and contractors, builders, builders’ 
merchants, &c. The subscribers (each with one share) are: W. Baines, Broed 
Street House, E.C.2, clerk; С. R. J. Enever, Broad Street House, E. C. 2, 
articled clerk, The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Solicitor : 
C. R. Enever, Broad Street House, E.C. 


Phonix-Tester, Ltd. (165,138).— Private company. Re- 
gistered March llth. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of electrical and mechanical engineers, &c. The first directors are: F. H. 
Lemaire, 80, Cowley Road, Mortlake, S.W.; A. Mungovan, 35, Parolles Road, 
Highgate, N.; J. F. Tester, 44, Doneraile Street, Fulham, S.W.; T. E. 
Turner, Owls Park Avenue, Potters Bar. Registered office: 76, Gamage 
Building, Holborn, E.C.1. 


Road Guides, Ltd. (165,231).—Registered March 13th. 
Capital, £250,000 in #1 shares. To take over patent 131,235 of 1919, for the 
U.K. and Isle of Man, in cespect of improvements in route indicators {or 
use on road vehicles, &c. The first directors are: A. E. Newton, 50, Pall 
Mall, S.W., managing director of British Motor Trading Corporation, Ltd.; 
J. I. Ker, J. P., General Buildings, Aldwych. Qualification, £100. Solicitors: 
Dodd and Blaker, 50, Pall Mall, S.W. 


Simms Motor Units (1920), Ltd. (165,482).—Registered 
March 19th. Capital, £120,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business oí 
Simms Motor Units, Ltd., except debts and cash, and to carry on the 
business of manufacturers of and dealers in magnetos, magneto parts and 
accessories, motors, flying machines and cycles, &c. The subscribers (each 
with one share) are: J. B. Purchase, 14, Regent Street, S.W.1, solicitor; A. 
T. Hales, 14, Regent Street, S.W.l, secretary; and five clerks. Minimum 
cash subscription, £7. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. 
Solicitors: J. B. and F. Purchase, 14, Regent Street, S. W. I. 


Scottish Aluminium Co., Ltd. (11,043) .— Private com- 
any. Kegistered in Edinburgh, March 17th. Capital, £25,000 in £l shares. 
To carry on the business of manufacturers and producers of and dealers in 
aluminium and aluminium products, &c. The subscribers (each with one 
share) are: A. W. Stewart, 35, West Regent Street, Glasgow engineer; W. 
М. Stewart, 55, West Regent Street, Glasgow, engineer; Ё С. Stewart, 55, 
West Regent Street, Glasgow, engineer. The first directors are: A. W. 
Stewart, W. M. Stewart and Е. C. Stewart.. Secretary: Е. C. Stewart. Regis. 
tered office: 150, Helen Street, Govan, Glasgow, 
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„ OFFICIAL . RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
"T COMPANIES. 


Launceston and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.— 
Particufars of £3,500 debentures created July 24th, 1920, filed pursuant to 
Section 93 (3) of the Companies (Consolidated) Act, 1908, the whole amount 
being now issued. Property charged: The company's undertaking and pro- 
perty, present and future, including uncalled capital. No trustees. 


Bradbury & Jarvis, Ltd.—Land registry charge on 9, 
Charlotte Place and 5, Bennett Street, N.W., dated' March 4th, 1920, to 


secure all moneys due or to become due from company to London Joint City 
and Midland Bank, Ltd. 


Burnham and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Deben- 
ture dated March 2nd, 1920, to secure £3,000 charged on the company's 

undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 
Holder: T. G. Tolliott, High Street, Burnham-on-Sea, and W. Moon, Blue 
Boar Row, Salisbury. 


Sun Electrical Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent of 


£275 on March Ist, 1920, of debenture stock dated March 31st, 1911, securing 
27,000. 


Howard Electrical Engineering Со., Ltd.—Issue on 
March áth, 1920, of £1,000 debenture, part of a series already registered. 


Oliver Engineering Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £1,000 
debentures created February 6th, 1920, filed pursuant to Section 93 (3) of the 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908, the «mount of the present issue being 
£500. Property charged: The company's undertaking and property, present 
and future. No trustees. 


Penrose Lifts, Ltd.—Particulars of .£5,000 debentures 
created March Ist, 1920, filed pursuant to Section 93 (3) of the Companies 
(Consolidation) Act, 1908, the whole amount being now issued. Property 


charged: The company's undertaking and property, present and future. No 
trustees. 


Camden Metal Works, Ltd.—Debentures to secure all 
moneys due or to become due from company to British Electric Transformer 
Co., Ltd., Hayes, registered February 13th, 1920, charged on the company's 
undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 


Cape Electric Tramways, Ltd.—Capital 2500, 000 in £1 
shares, of which to December 31st, 1919, 491,222 have been issued, £91,222 
paid, £400,000 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, £276,300. 


Francis Barker & Son, Ltd.—Mortgage on 219, Blackstock 
Road, Islington, registered February 13th, 1920, to secure all moneys due or 
to become due from company to London County Westminster and Parr's Bank. 


Yale Electric Power Co., Ltd.—Debentures for £6,000 
registered February 9th, 1920, charged on the company's undertaking and 
property, present and future, including uncalled capital. Satisfaction regis- 
tered February 12th, 1920, of charge for £3,000, registered February 2nd, 1914. 


Д . L——ÓÓ—————Á— 


CITY NOTES. 


At the annual meeting, held on March 


The British 17th, Mr. W. Crowe, who presided, 
L. M. Ericsson said that though profit for the year was 
Manufacturing smaller than in the previous two years, 

Co., Ltd. comparing the results with those of some 


of tbeir competitors in the telephone in- 
dustry, it was satisfactory. The past усаг had been a difficult 
one for telephone manufacturers. Ihe Post Office officials 
left it late in the year before they decided to place orders 
on a large scale. Those officials were not to blame for that 
as they had the Treasury to deal with, and the Treasury 
were not now allowing any money out of their hands if they 
could help it. Then after large orders were placed (and they 
had placed large orders) there came the difficulty of getting 
raw material, the imports of which had been far below the 
requirements; and after that the difficulty of getting the 
Workpeople to turn out suflicient output. The prospects of 
the present year were extremely bright for the company if 
they could only count on getting raw material and sufficient 
output. They had already in hand very large orders for tele- 
phone material of all kinds, and they were informed by the 
British Post Office that there were plenty of further orders 
only waiting to be placed. In addition to the supply of 
telephones for the home markets there was an immense 
demand from the Colonies and from foreign countries. He 
referred last year to the country's necessity for increased 
output so as to save a very serious situation; things had 
become worse instead of better. His calculation was that 
the American worker turned out about 40 per cent. more per 
worker per annuin than men doing the same work in this 
country; and in Sweden and other neutral countries practi- 
cally the same percentage held good. We were not likely 
to Overcome and overtake the immense expenditure of the 
pass six years unless the workpeople of the country saw 
through the evil of their ways. The whole world was crying 
for material] of every kind and description, and the supply 
of that material could be made the means of setting the 
country on its feet again. British-made material was de- 
manded probably more than the manufactures of any other 
country in the world, America included. It would be to the 
immense advantage of both sides if labour in this country 
would do its share and deliver the goods as they were being 
delivered in other countries. If, on the other hand, the 
trade unions were to force workers to limit the output—and 
that even against the wishes of a large proportion of the 
workers who, to his knowledge, would rather work hard and 
earn, вау, £4 or £6 & week, than slack and take only the 


оу 


allowance granted them under trade union rules—then the 
country must thank the trade unions for leading towarde 
disaster. There was no other way to save the country than 
by increased output. What the unions were doing was put- 
ting a premium on inefficiency and laziness, and making their 
first-class men into second and third class, eo that presently 
there would be no first-class workers, but everyone would 

on an equality. The fear of the unions that there was 


the largest share of these orders. If the claims of the 
Labour Party for State control of the mines, the railways, 
shipping, &., should become accomplished facts, the be- 
ginning of the end was near. After the speaker had briefly 
summarised the financial results, the report was adopted. 
The chairman said the question of raising additional capital 
had been before the directors, and when the time was oppor- 


tune an issue would be made, and the clai ft - 
ence shareholders would be considered. xa cd ры 


At the annual meeting, on March 17th, 

Chelsea the chairman said that the accounts 
Electricit proved that the industry had quite extra- 
Supply Co., Ltd. ordinary powers of recuperation. All the 
| companies operating in the great centres 

of population had shown remarkably improved results, 
although notwithstanding a rise in prices generally of 100 to 
200 per cent. on pre-war figures the price of electricity had 
only been raised from 25 to 33 per cent. Although he pro- 
phesied a year ago that they might look for improved results 
at no distant date, he must confess he did not think the 
change for the better was so near at hand. The total costs 
had risen by £2,700, nearly the whole being due to increases 
in salaries and wages. The receipts from sale of current 
Increased by nearly £10,000. They had spent large sums 
on renewals and renovations, and must also spend largely 
during the current year on work which could not be carried 
out during the war, and was therefore much in arrear. 
The outlook for the present year was promising. They were 
selling more current and getting a somewhat better price. 
Repairs and maintenance costs which jumped £2,000 last 
year should show a reduction. Unless the unexpected should 
happen they ought to be able to recommend another increase 
in dividend next year. If the Government would leave them 
alone and allow them to carry on their business under the 
terms of their provisional order which expired in 1931, they 
could look forward with reasonable hope for a modest pro- 
sperity during the next eleven years. Their provisional order 
provided that if taken over in 1931 they were to be paid the 
"then value of their capital expenditure. If Parliament 
decided to expropriate them earlier, common honesty would 
have proposed at least values as defined by the provisional 
order plus compensation for loss of profits of the unexpired 
term. But the Bill as introduced during last session pro- 
vided for the compulsory acquisition of electrical undertak- 
Ings at cost price, less depreciation, a figure very far below 
the present value of their undertaking as laid down in the 
provisional order, so that a solemn undertaking by Parliament 
under guarantee of which their capital was subscribed, was 
proposed to be broken by the Bill of last year. Fortunately 
the compulsory clauses of the Bill were withdrawn. The 
Government threatened to reintroduce the compulsory claüses 
during the present session, but if the proposals for amalgama- 
tion of leading London companies were approved, he hoped 
that they would not suffer as at one time appeared probable. 


| Mr. A. E. Franklin, presiding at the 
Notting Hill annual meeting on March 9th, said that 
Electric Lighting new consumers were coming on so rapidly 
Co., Ltd. that it had been impossible to obtain de- 
livery of meters as fast as they wanted 

them, but that condition was improving. The increase in 
profit was from £20,017 to £31,995; it would not have been 
so satisfactory but for the serious setback during the war. 
They had now made good their loss of ground, and continued 
their former rate of progress. The revenue from the sale of 
current increased by about £19,000, due largely to the higher 
rate charged coming into effect. They had lent to the Ken- 
sington and Notting Hill joint works £8,350, and as orders 
had been given for a considerable quantity of new machinery 
to cope with the increasing output, it would be necessary 
for the joint committee to obtain further capital to meet 
that expenditure. The estimated amount to be spent this 
year was about £50,000, and the committee was considering 
how to obtain this on the cheapest terms, but he feared that 
the cost of borrowing was now a very serious figure. The 
articles restricted their borrowing powers, so they were pro- 
posing an alteration which would give them a free hand, and 
enable them, in case of necessitv, to borrow in order to lend 
further amounts to the joint station, and also for the neces- 
eary extensions to the system of distribution. At the present 
time the generating station at Victoria Gardens was being 
kept as a standby, as the whole of the current required waa 
being taken from the joint works, as this wae more eco- 
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nomical. After referring to the Electricity (Supply) Bill, 
the speaker said that with regard to the prospects for the 
coming year, the output was still increasing rapidly, and 
everything pointed to 4 prosperous year’s working, unless 
unforeséen trouble arose. | 

Mr. F. E. Andrews, presiding at the 
annual meeting, at Edinburgh, on March 
19th, said that early in 1919 all their 
Government war contracts were cleared 
up, and they were to à considerable extent engaged 1n turn- 
ing over Пош war work to their normal engineering business. 
This involved the dismantling of the shell shop, so they took 
advantage of the opportunity to eltect other considerable 
rearrangements, which had resulted in increased efficiency 
and marked improvement in output, in spite of the moulders’ 
strike, which greatly hampered their operations. Iheir re- 
lations with their own workpeople were of a satistactory 
nature; They paid them well. He was hopeful that the 
unrest, which was perhaps a not unnaturul sequence of the 
war, would gradually die away, so that they might steadily 
deal with the large number of orders on the books. The past 
year had not been without its anxieties, but notwithstanding 
the difficulties experienced, it was gratifying to know that 
with their enlurged works and the larger number of men 
employed, the output for 1919 was more than 50 per cent. 
greater in value than the previous year, and this increase 
was reflected in the improved financial results. The issued 
share capital remained as before. The mortgage debenture 
debt was being steadily and satisfactorily reduced year by 
year by the operation of the sinking fund. Debts owing 
by the company were £91,657, whilst debts owing to 
it amounted to 4136, 009; both these items showed an appre- 
ciable increase, due to the increased business. With regard 
to the suspense account, which consisted of reserves inade 
from time to time for various contingencies and especially 
to meet any liabilities for excess profits duty, all outstanding 
questions up to the end of 1918 had now been finally adjusted, 
and they were therefore enabled, by transferring the balance 
available from the suspense account, to start a general 
reserve account, to which they also proposed to allocate 
£20,000 from the profits of the year. Owing to the amount 
of .work on, hand and in prospect, they gave out contracts 
last autumn, for a considerable extension to the new heavy 
engineering shop. The building was already erected, and 
very shortly would be finished, provided with the reqyisite 
machine tools, and in fuil working order. Stock, stores’ and 
-work in progress were higher than a year ago, whilst debts 
owing to the company were over 50 per cent. higher, but 
all were quite good. The profit from manufacturing and 
trading, after making provision for exeess profits duty, 
amounted to £51,810, as compared with £20,390 a year ago. 
It was proposed to pay the fixed dividend of 7} per cent. 
on the cumulative preference shares, together with the fur- 
ther dividend of 24 per cent., to which they were this year 
again entitled, all less income tax, of course, and as the 
balance sheet was now cleared up. and all outstanding ques- 
tions with regard to excess profits duty, &e., had been settled, 
they recommended a dividend of 73 per cent.,.less tax, on 
the ordinary shares. | 


British Engine, 


Bruce Peebles | 
and Co., Ltd. 


At the annual meeting, held at Man- 
chester, on March 19th, the chairman (Mr. 


Boiler and R. C. Iongridge) stated that the company 
Electrical had again achieved a record increase in 
Insurance the volume of business transacted, the 
Co., Ltd. premium and fees for the vear 1919 


amounting to £208,970, as compared with 
£174,162 in 1918, but there was a falling off in the profit 
earned. The following table shows that although the income 
from premiums and fees has Almost doubled during the past 
five vears, the amount of profit earned was £3,978 less than 
in 1914, or a reduction of over 22 per cent. In other words, 
the ratio of profit to premium income has fallen from 15.5 per 
cent. to 6.5 per cent. 


Claims, expenses ^ Ratio to income 


Premiums and provision (ог Trading from premiums, 
Year. and fees. unexpired liability. profit. and fees. 
1914 ^ £112,465 £94,983 £17,592 © 155% 
1919 | 208,910 195,416. 18,"54 6:5 


The net dividend paid in 1914 was £13,176, and in 1919 it 
was £12,495. The explanation is that the costs of working 
have risen more rapidly than the premiums. The following 
are particulars of the cost of effecting identical repairs in 
1914 and 1919 respectively :— ; | 


Year Year 
SrEAM ENGINES, B ul x 1914. 1919. * 
Valve spindle ky ie si - T RE n. £5 £10 
^. 'Two-cylinder covers and pistons (same size in each case) 100 307 
One 21" cvlinder (Corliss engine) .. es as . 190 850 
. Crosshead for horizontal engine  .. we as = 86 86 
| Gas ENGINES. | E т 
Cylinder jacket for 7’ cylinder engine sc 9 20 
Crankshaft of 14" cvlinder engine. eae odes 2 7:94. 123 
' Flywheel of 184” суіпдет engine E. РИ „ 125 330 
Exhaust valve box for 183“ cylinder engine к» с 12 81 
| MOTORR. | М 
Rewind ої armature for 2-u.P. motor à 5 11 
Ne p п we: ^ 39 5-H.P. 39 E: ee d e че TE ел 6 . 14 
no» ” EL 25.11. P. ТИ 15 32 


Apart from the cost of repairs, Ње salaries of the staff 
had been -put on & higher basis to meet the new conditions. 
The company employed a large number of fully-qualified and 


experienced surveyors, some of 


| whom were engaged. en 
mechanical and some on electrical work. Their duties brought 
them into contact with other engineers whose wages had 
In many instances been raised more rapidly than those of the 
company's surveyors, and it had been a source of regret to 
the board that circumstances had not enabled them to deal 
more generously than they had done in the matter of staff 
salaries. The whole burden of the increased costs had been 
borne by the company, aud to distribute the load equally 
higher rates were necessary, the increases charged: hitherto 
having proved totally inadequate. The board decided during 
the year to establish a subsidiary company under the name 
of British Electrical Repairs, Ltd., for carrying out repairs 
to insured electrical plaut. This should result in advantages 
to the company as well as to its clients, who would enjoy the 
benefit of having repairs carried out expeditiously and by 
the most modern uethods. | 


Mr. Jaines Taylor presided at the annual 


Automatic meeting, held at Liverpool on March 16th. 
Telephone He said that the war and its after-effects 
Manufacturing had hit the company much more. severely 
Co., Ltd. than had been the case with most other 


industrial concerns. During the war the 


company's efforts had been concentrated on war work that 


ad now ceased, and an important factor which seriously 
affected the company’s interests had been the failure of the 
British Post Office to place orders for automatic exchanges 
which represented the chief item in the company’s business. 
Leading Government oficials had said that the Post Office 
had declined to place orders of the kind because of the high 
prices prevailing, but so long as they continued the policy of 
ordering in driblets instead of in bulk they could not expect 
cheap prices, and it was a matter of regret considering the 
successful manner in which the automatic exchanges erected 
by the company were working that the Post Ottice should 
adopt this attitude. Prior to the company purchasing. auto- 
matic patents the Post Office had been consulted, and the 
promoters of the company were led to expect sympathetic 
support. To be put to the immense trouble and expense 
of preparing estimates for the Post Office only to be told 
that prices were too high had been a source of bitter dis- 
appointment to the directors. In view of the delay in the 
introduction of automatic exchanges on a large scale the 
company had given considerable attention to other branches 
of business, and had extended its work in railway signalling 
apparatus. In other branches new development work һай 
taken place the costs of which were debited to the past year, 
while the profits could not come in until a later date. A 
large new machine shop had been erected, and they were 
now equipped to turn out much larger quantities of work 
in the most €conomic way. The company had suffered very 
severely from the increase in labour rates, mostly granted 


by way of award of the Court of Arbitration, and in some 
cases made retrospective. Thus goods had already been de- 


livered before the award was given, and it had been impos- 
sible to collect. the extra cost from the buyer. It was esti- 


‘mated that from this source alone the company's profits 


had suffered to the extent of £15,000. There had also been 
difficulty in recovering from the Government in respect of 


contracts made with various departments the extra cost due 


to increase in: labour and material. The directors were 
still persevering in trying to get Government officials to meet 
the company in a reasonable manner. In regard to the ar- 
rangement made with the International Syndicate for the 
exchange of shares, a large majority of the shareholders had 
agreed to the new scheme, and they had therefore proceeded 
with the arrangements, and the new company had been 
formed. The contract having been ratified they could now go 
ahead and manufacture on a mass production scale. under 
which costs were bound to go down very considerably, and 


the British Post Office would no longer have the excuse to 


sav that automatics which the world was adopting were too 


high in price. 


| The report shows that the profits for 
British : 


1919, after making provision for excess 
Aluminium profits taxation, were £348,108, plus £31,380 
Co., Ltd. brought forward. Income tax, deprecia- 


| tion of investmente, and proportion of 
profits payable to directors, come to £94,500: prior lien 
debenture service fund 248.000; debenture stock service fund 
£43,224; reserve for depreciation £50,000: to reserve account 
£50,414. After paying the preference dividend and s total 
of 10 per.cent., less tax, on the ordinary shares, £15,314 ia 
to be carried forward. The reserve account has been increased 
to £590.414 Ьу the transfer of £50.414 from the profits of the 
vear. The articles are to be altered to allow for the capitalisa- 
tion of the reserve fund. . At a meeting on 30th inst., resolu- 
tions will he proposed for mcreasing the capital and capitalis- 
ing £400.414, part of the reserve account. to be applied for 
the payment in full at par of £400.414 ordinary shares of £1 
each, and the distribution of two of such fullv-paid ordinary 
shares for each three ordinary shares now held, except as to 
resulting fractions, the shares represented bv which will be 
sold and the proceeds distributed among the shareholders 
who would otherwise be entitled to the fractions. If all the 
resolutions referred to are confirmed and passed the balance 
remaining in the reserve account will be £190,000. The de- 
preciation reserve account, including £50,000 charged against 


406 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol 86. No. 8,209, Maron 36, 1920. 


the profite of the year, amounts to £500,000. Owing dd the 
falling off in demand after the conclusion of the war, the 
output of the various works of the company was considerably 
curtailed during the first seven months of the year. There- 
after, the demand in this country and abroad increased rapidly 
and the various works were again put on full output. These 
conditions have since continued, and the present outlook :s 
satisfactory. During the greater part of the year a substan- 
tial percentage of the sales was applied in reducing the stocks 
of metal in the hands of the Government, in accordance with 
agreements made by them with the producers. Since the 
beginning of the current year the balance of Government 
stock remaining to be sold has been purchased by the com- 
pany, thereby relieving the general situation in the industry. 


Metropolitan- Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.—The profit for 
1919, including £77,747 brought forward, amounts, after pro- 
viding for excess profits duty, to £303,007. There is appro- 
priated to special depreciation of plant, machinery, &c., 
£35,000; to general reserve £100,000; to dividend on the 
preference and ordinary shares at 8 per cent. per annum, less 
income tax, £116,917; and carried forward £51,089. The year 
has been one of considerable anxiety owing to labour troubles, 
not only in connection with transport, but with the iron 
foundries. Though these difficulties coming at the latter 
part of the year did not seriously affect the accounts of the 
period, they will without doubt have some adverse effect 
on the results of the current year. The dividend is calculated 
from the date of allotment on April 14th, 1919, to December 
3lst, 1919. During the year 10,086 preference shares have 
been converted into 20,172 ordinary shares, which will receive 
8 per cent. for the year. During the remaining period of the 
option conversion dates will be quarter! New office pre- 
mises have been secured at 4, Central Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W., where all the London etaffs of the various associated 
companies will be, as far as possible, accommodated in one 
building. It is hoped to remove there before the end of 
April. Meeting: Monday, March 29th; London. 


Davis & Timmins, Ltd.—At the annual meeting, on 
March 16th, Sir Henry Mance, who presided, said that the 
prospects were extremely good. Their main object at present 
was to increase their capacity for work and prompt delivery, 
and with that view thev were obtaining additional machinery 
and making extensions at the works. Mr. G. E. Davis, the 
managing director, also said that the company's policy must 
be one of expansion. They were enlarging the works; new 
buildings covering the larger portion of the available land 
would probably be handed over to them for occupation early 
in May, and additional plant would be installed. They must 
be in а position to meet the demands made upon them for 
their manufactures. Five years of war had depleted the 
stocks of the world. The shelves of the nation were bare 
and an effort must be made to make good the deficiency and 
the wastage of war if they were to hold their own in the 
markets of the world. Their order book had never been so 
full as it was to-day. They had lately developed the Colonial 
side of their business. 


Newmarket Electric Light Co., Ltd.—Mr. F. E. Gripper 
presided at the annua] meeting on the 15th inst. He said 
that owing to new connections and existing consumers' new 
demands they had increased the output by 10 per cent. The 
increase of £960 in revenue was practically swallowed up 
by increased working costs. The company had increased 
its charges by only 33 per cent. (from 6d. to 8d.), whereas 
everything else had gone up by 100 or 150 per cent. or more. 
He expected that their application for power to increase the 
charge to 10d. would be granted. Increased cost of plant, 
&c., meant that double what they had put away in the past 
would be required for renewals. They must make up the 
renewal fund to a reasonable figure to meet future liabilities. 


Scarborough Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—During 1919 
there were connected the equivalent of 7,541 30 watt lamps, 
making the total 144,703. Units supplied 1,057,707, an in- 
crease of 215,561. After paying bank interest, and putting 
£1,500 to depreciation, the profit on the statutory undertak- 
ing is £3,389, and the revenue from other sources £1,439, 
making £4,828, plus £3,431 brought forward. Dividend t 
the maximum rate allowed under the Scarborough Electricity 
(Temporary Increase of Charges) Order of 1918, namely, 24 
per cent., leaving £6,008 to be carried forward. 


Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—It was 
announced at the recent meeting that preference shareholders 
‘who had not already availed themselves of the option to 
convert their shares into shares of the new International 
Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd., would be given an oppor- 
tunity of reconsidering their decision, as the option would 
reinain open until March 815%. 


Wood & Cairns, Ltd.—Presiding at the annual meeting on 
16th inst., Mr. В. К. Hill stated that trading results were 
very satisfactory. A dividend of 10 per cent., less tax. on 
both the ordinary and preference shares was declared; £1,160 
was placed to reserve, and £1.00} carried forward. 

Tucuman Tramways, Light & Power Co.—The profit for 
the vear ended June, 1919, was £421. Debit balance car- 
ried forward is reduced to £61,141. 


$tock Exchange Notices.—Application has been made to 
the committee to appoint special settling days in :— 

British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd.—48 ordinary shares 
of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 135,380 to 135,393, and 135, 465 
to 135,498. 

Mann, Egerton & Co., Ltd.—11,907 ordinary shares of £l 
each, fully paid, Nos. 1 to 11,907. 

. The committee has specially allowed dealings in the follow- 
ing under temporary regulation 4 (3):— 

Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd.—950,000 deferred shares of £1 
each, 58. paid, Nos. 850,001 to 1,700, 000; 82,500 deferred shares 
of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 1,700,001 to 1,782,500. 

The Committee has ordered the undermentioned to be 
officially quoted :— 

British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd.—62,500 6 per cent. 
cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 
200,001 to 262,500). 

Oxford Electric Co., Ltd.—1,000 5 per cent. cumulative 
oon shares of £5 each, fully paid (Nos. 10,001 to 

The Committee has specially allowed dealings in the shares 
of the following :— 

Mann, Egerton & Co., Ltd.—68,357 preference shares of £1 
each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 68,357); and 11,207 ordinary shares 
of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 11,207). 


Brompton & Kensington e Supply Co., Ltd.— 
Mr. H. R. Beeton, presiding at the annual meeting, on 
March 18th, said that they connected more customers than 
ever before during 1919, and the lamp connections were higher 
than any previous year but one. This was mainly due to 
the growing conversion of large houses, many of which 
stood empty, into flats and maisonettes, all of which were 
occupied. The record load factor was largely attributable 
to the sedulous cultivation of the accessory load. The cost 

unit sold was the same as last year, in spite of an 
increase in cost of coal and labour. ‘The proposed appro- 
priation of profits which was justified by the present circum- 
stances and future prospects, might be regarded as some 
compensation for the abatement of dividend sustained for 
two years owing to Government interference and obstruc- 
tion. The outlook was good if the general course of events 
were at all propitious. The Accessories Co. continued to 
justify its existence, and constituted an asset which was 
beyond the reach of compulsory purchase. The speaker re- 
ferred briefly to the Electricity (Supply) Act, and to con- 
ciliatory agencies at work for the adjustment of the interests 
of Capital and Labour, and paid a tribute to the staff. 


Metropolitan Electric Tramways, Ltd.—The revenue for 
1919, apart from dividends receivable, was £805,777. After 
deducting expenses and debenture and loan interest, but 
without making provision for future renewals, the surplus 
was £14,151. Including the amount brought forward, and 
the dividend on the company’s holding in the North Metro- 
politan Electric Power Supply Co. (£15,750), the available 
balance is £30,427, out of which £10,195 is put to reserve. 
A balance dividend of 3 per cent. in respect of 1917, and one 
of 4 per cent. in respect of 1913, on the preference shares, 
are to be paid, requiring £17,500, and £2,732 is carried 
forward. The company is promoting in the present session 
of Parliament a Bill to authorise increased fares, &c. In 
the early part of the year the N. Met. Electric Power Supply 
Co. experienced a large reduction in output in consequence 
of the smaller demand by power-users previously engaged in 
the manufacture of munitions, but towards the end of he 
year this was regained by increased consumption of elec- 
tricity for industrial purposes. That company has declared 
a dividend on the ordinary shares at the rate of 44 per cent. 
per annuin for 1919. In July, 1919, Mr. W. M. Ackworth and 
Mr. W. C. Burton were appointed directors of the company. 
Mr. Burton was also appointed managing director in place 
of Mr. Devonshire, who resigned this position but remained 
a director of the company. Mr. Burton has resigned his 
position on the board on his return to America. 


South London Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Mr. H. B. 
Renwick, in addressing the annual meeting on March 16th, 
said they had to record a more successful year than for some 
time past. He said that the expenditure of £9,209 chiefly 
on mains and meters was a sure indication of the vitality 
of the business. Now that the company was taking bulk 
supply. nine-tenths of its future expenditure would be under 
those heads. In regard to the current year, the units eold 
since the commencement of 1920 showed an increase of 174 
per cent., and the Kw. applied for, 18 per cent., as compared 
with 1919. The speaker, in referring to the Electricity 
(Supply) Bill, said that he was confident that, should the 
Government introduce another Bill this session, it would not 
again attempt to thrust upon the electricity eupplv companies 
a compulsory purchase clause on terms so harsh or unfair 
as those in the original Bill. The company was quite pre- 
pared to take a bulk supply from a central source and o 
hand over its generating station to a central authority, but 
the terms must be fair and reasonable. 

Salisbury Electric Light & Supply Co., Ltd.—Gross profit 
on working during 1919 was £5,733, against £5,628 for 1918 
A final dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. for the eecond half- 
vear is to be paid, making 6 per cent. for the year; £3,000 to 
depreciation and reserve; £3,327 carried forward. 


L| 
отут ¼?ö—F.ñ усы эг созу E RE TNE MEN ——.:,ßt% — —.. —.. . NO VIRUS , ½ MN EE DOS LS NE SEEDS 


Vol 86. No. 2309, Manon 26, 1920.) THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


407 


Waste Heat & Gas Electrical Generating Stations, Ltd.— 
The profit for the year ended January 31st, 1990, after de- 
ducting administration expenses, is £39,626 (against £38,646), 
less £13,500 put to reserve. The amount brought forward 
was £17,897. Of the available £43,464; the dividend of 8 per 
cent absorbs £25,600, and £17,864 is carried forward. The 
reserve account is now £113,851. The redemption funds in 
respect to plant шор on hire purchase terms amount to 
£15,651. There has been considerable delay in the delivery of 
the plant for the new pu station at Horden, and it is not 
expected that it will be completed and ready for operation 
until the middle of this year. The new generating plant at 
Weardale has been run satisfactorily, but it is not yet in 
continuous operation. Capital expenditure during the year 
amounted to £45,039 I4s. 6d., mainly in connection with the 
new power station at Horden: against this, however, plant 
on hire of the value of £25,985 has been purchased by the 
hirere. A further £1,470 has been expended on the experi- 
mental work; it has been charged to the account opened for 
that purpose. The units generated at all the power stations 
show @ reduction of about 2 per cent. 


London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd.—The report 
for 1919 etates (according to the Financial Times) that the 
contracts and orders now on hand far exceed any total pre- 
viously recorded. The usual provision has been made for 
depreciation of plant and machinery, and £49,000 has been 
placed to reserve, making the general reserve £50,000 and 
During the year 
the issued capital has been increased bv £350,000. The new 


Hadfields, Ltd.—The report for 1919 states that £200.000, 
the premium received on the 1919 issue of ordinary shares, 
has been carried to special reserve. In addition to the interim 
dividend paid on the ordinary shares, a further 1s. 6d. per 
share, free of income tax, is proposed, and £133,755 is to be 
carried forward. An agreement has been entered into with 
Messrs. Harper Bean, Ltd. (which has £6,000,000 capital), а 
combination of a number of motor and kindred companies. 
under which that concern will obtain its supplies of steel 
from Hadfields, Ltd. 

Para Electric Railwavs & Lignan Co., Ltd.—Gross re- 
ceipts for the year ended November 30th, £299,282. compared 
with £284,255; net revenue earned in Para, after allowing for 
loas in exchange, £129,383, compared with £113,008; to reserve 
for depreciation and renewals, £90,000. Final dividend of 5 
per cent. on the ordinary shares, making 8 per cent., against 
7 per cent., less tax, for the vear; to general reserve, £22.000, 
against nil; forward, £91,939, against £35,425 brought in.— 
Times. 

Midland Electric Corporation for Power Distribution.— А 
meeting is called for April 19th, at which resolutions will 
be submitted for dividing the £5 preference and ordinary 
shares into £1 shares, and for increasing the capital оу 
900,000 £1 ordinary shares. The directors are placing 
25,000 to reserve, and after writing £12,594 off exnenses 
of debenture and share issues, and putting £14,000 tq 
depreciation, the dividend on the ordinary shares 1s 10 ner 
cent. for the year, carrying forward £29,818. 


Hong Kong Tramway Co.. Ltd.—Gross ^rofit for 1919 

£47,930. Final dividend 1e. 3d. per share, making 2s. total. 
Carried forward £7,116. Debentures redeemed. Debenture 
redemption reserve (£11,224) transferred to credit of profit 
and loss. 
Isle of Wight Electric Light & Power Co. Ltd.— After 
providing 25,500 for debenture interest and sinking fund. 
2600 is applied to writing down investments, £6,500 1s put 
to renewals fund, and £483 is carried forward. 

Spanish & General Wireless Trust.—A meeting is being 
held to-day to consider a proposal for reconstruction under 
the title of the Spanish & General Corporation, Ltd. 

‚ Rangoon Electric Tramway & Supply Co., Ltd.—Divi- 


dend on the ordinary shares for 1919, 7 per cent. (against 
5 per cent. for 1918), free of tax. Carried forward, £4,361. 


‚_ Robey & Co., Ltd.—Dividend on preference and ordinary 
shares 71 per cent, leas tax. Carried forward £49,746. 

Para Telephone Co.—Dividend 10 per cent. for 1919, 
carrying forward £6,426. 

Shawinigan Water & Power Co.—Quarterly dividend n 
the common stock, 13 per cent. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

Tue financial year of the Stock Exchange came to its end on, 
the Thursday in this week, and the present subdued con- 
dition of markets is indeed different from the excited buoy- 
ancy prevailing no longer than six weeks back. Investment 
money is either chary of existing Stock Exchange securities 
or else is finding employment elsewhere—probably both factors 
operate, along with the Budget and foreign exchange con- 
siderations, to lay strong restraint upon activity. Markets are 
so quiet that it is a watter of ease to thread a way even 
through those which have been so popular, and the Rugby 
scrums have given way to a state of affairs which discovers 
the paucity of sitting accommodation in most parts of the 
House. i 

New issues are being rushed out as fast as possible in order 
that the shares may be placed before Easter. Such extensive 
outpourings of capital as the first three months of the year 
have seen must constitute a record, and the full figures will 
be awaited with no little interest. The underwriters have 
found just lately that their obligations can become far from 
nominal, and a few of the big issues of the past week have 
been left, to a considerable extent, in the hands of those who 
underwrote them. 

Bank Rate apprehensions are somewhat allayed by disclosure 
of an exceptionally strong position by the Bank of England 
statements. These are sufficient to calm the fears of a 7 per 
cent. minimum this week, although there remains a degree 
of uneasiness in regard to money, which the fresh disturb- 
ance of the French franc served to underline. Although 
marked recovery has begun in the German rate of exchange, 
and although the American dollar is also a shade less expen- 
sive, the outlook bristles with such uncertainties as render 
trading an extremely difficult and speculative business. This 
reacts, of course, upon wide circles of industrial shares, and 
even those that are not directly affected, are influenced by 
Stock Exchange sympathy. The labour troubles at home have 
a direct bearing upon everything connected with coal, and 
the investor, baffled and perplexed by a dozen croes-currente, 
decides to leave stocks and shares alone for a time. In which 
decision it may probably prove that he shows sound sense. 

British Aluminiums fell rather sharply on the issue of the 
report. From 45s., at which they stood a fortnight ago, the 
shares have gone back to 38s. The profits of £348,000 are 
£72,000 down as compared with those for 1918, but the 10 per 
cent. dividend is maintained, and the report states that the 
present outlook is satisfactory. At the meeting next Tuesday, 
resolutions will be submitted for enabling the directors to dis- 
tribute two new shares for every three at present held, for 
nothing, the money to be obtained by capitalising £400,414 
of the reserve account, and distributing this, in ordinary 
shares, amongst proprietors in the proportion named. After 
this, the reserve fund will stand at £120,000, while the depre- 
ciation reserve will be £500,000. 

Babcock & Wilcox are 6s. 3d. lower, and Metropolitan- 
Vickers preference lost half-a-crown. Siemens again shed 
sixpence, & fair number of shares coming to market. Tele- 
graph Constructions have fallen back 30s. to 264, the com- 
parative smallness of yield on the shares inducing proprietore 
to seek higher returns elsewhere. Callender's are 1 down. 
General Electrics are the turn off. The new ordinary, with 
7s. 6d. paid, show a good deal of animation round about 12s., 
but the new B preference, with 7s. 6d. paid, continue heavy 
at ls. 6d. discount. The fully paid have changed hands at 
about 18s. 9d. English Electric ordinary are 258., the prefer- 
ence 168., and the 51 per cent. sinking fund lst mortgage 
5 85. Electro-Bleach and By-Products ordinary are 


Amongst electricity supply shares, London Electric prefer- 
ence and Westminster ordinary are both i down, while Metro- 
politan preference at 2 13 /16 show 1/16 loss. City of London 
shed its half-crown rise of last week, receding to 14, and the 
market is once more in a tame and uninteresting condition. 

The River Plate Electricity Co., Ltd., has called a meeting 
for Monday next to pass resolutions that will enable the 
directors to capitalise some of the profits standing to the credit 
of the reserve fund, and to allot ordinary shares in respect 
thereof. Apparently the idea is to distribute the stock for 
nothing, which would represent a handsome bonus, the pre- 
sent ordinary standing about 148 in the market. For the last 
two years, the company has paid 7 per cent. dividend on the 
ordinary stock, the price of which on the outbreak of war 
ruled at 240. е | | 

The cable market continues to be principally occupied with 
the dealings in the new issues. Eastern new shares have 
risen to 8s. premium, Westerns and Globes are 31 premium, 
Eastern Extensions 94 premium. While a good many people 
are selling their rights with a view to taking the money as 
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extra dividend, a large number of others are adopting the 
suggestion made here, and paying for their allotments, round- 
ing off their proportions of new shares by the purchase of 
such oddments as may be necessary to ensure a holding in 
level amounts. The old issues are beginning to recover, 
Eastern ordinary, for instance, showing a rise of 44 to 1574. 
The other three have been placed on the common level of 15j. 
A rally in Anglo-American Telegraph deferred restored the 
price to 19, but the feature in this market is the strength of 
Oriental Telephones, which on their persistent buying were 
lifted 16s. 3d. to 24, from which they drooped to 21. Various 
rumours are in circulation to account for the demand, but 
these are so nebulous as to render their repetition of no ser- 
vice. Curiosity is piqued to know what the reason for the 
jump actually is, and this no doubt will become apparent in 
due course. United River Plate Telephones have gone back 
to 71, and Marconis reacted sharply to 3 9/16, a drop of 7s. 6d. 
on the week, Canadians and other members of the Marconi 
group being disposed to sag in syinpathy with the shares of 
the parent concern. 

Brazilian Tractions have fallen back to 52, on further sales 
from Paris, and there is no recovery yet in the stocks of the 
British Columbia Electric Railway. Mexican Light pre- 
ferred at 274 are 3 points down. Bombay Electric ordinary 
shares, after being nominally 165, were put down to 150, 
changing hands at 1454 and rather higher. Still there is 
nothing to explain the extraordinary rise of the past three 
months. The shares are 10} times higher than they stood at 
the end of July, 1914. The rubber market shows no 
resiliency, the price of the raw material being dull. Arma- 
ment and allied shares participate in the depression shown by 
most of the industrial sections. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL COMPANIES. 
Home ELzOrRIOITY COMPANINS. 


Dividend Price 
poate March 2, Yield 
1918, 1919. 1920. Rise or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ordina oe ee eo 8 12 8 zm £8 16 10 
Charing Cross O x T 4 7 — 9 0 8 
do. do. do Pre.. 4 4 = 8 88 
Chelaea.. 28 ass ss „э 8 4 — 6 8 1 
Oity of London e æ 05. B 10 14 —i 7 310 
lo. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 қ | — 648 
County of London ee ee oe 7 8 9 — 8 2 2 
do do. 6 percent. Pref. 6 6 9 — 6 18 4 
Kensington Ordinary a sd 6 1 4 — 6 19 4 
London Electrio  .. S .. NU 94 1 — 5 2 6 
do. do. 8 per oent. Pref... 6 6 8a — i 8 17 10 
Metropolitan. vx bs ae b 6 8ixd — 8 0 0 
do. 4 per oent. Pref, .. 44 1$ 8 — i 8 0 0 
Bt. James’ and Pall Mall .. .. 10 12 d — 8 16 10 
Boutb London - iy 6 6 — 712 8 
South Metropolitan Pref. .. " 7 1 19/6 — 73 7 
Westminster Ordinary... T 8 10 53 — i 8 13 10 
TELEGRAPHS AND TRLEPHONRS, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. ee oe 6 6 873 6 17 1 
do. Def. А oe zd 1% 19 +4 718 0 
Chile Telephone .. |... - 6 Ri — *418 2 
Cube Sub. Ord. и + ss 1 7 1 — 618 4 
Bastern Extension .. vs es B 10 158 — 6 10 1 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. sa aa 8 10 1576 +4 *6 7 0 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. - 8 10 158 + *6 10 1 
dg. do. Pref, .. - 6 6 94 +è 6 6 4 
Great Northern Tel. ee .. H — 94 — 9 8 4 
Indo-European К 9 .. 18 — 48$ — 618 4 
Marconi aa va js .. 25 — B — { топ 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. .. 10 — 2 + 312 9 
United R. Plate Tel. is ss 8 — 7 — i 5 B B 
West India and Panama .. - 18 — 1, — 5 19 0 
Western Telegraph.. 8 10 15% — i *6 10 1 
| Номв Rats, 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 47 — 8 8 6 
Metropolitan .. КЕ T £x 1 21 +4 5 16 3 
do. Distric d .. Ni Nil 17 — Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 2 — { Nil 
do. do, “А” .. Ni Nil 676 — Nil 
do. do. Income .. 5 4 69 —2 5 16 0 
FoREiGN TRAMS, 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil Nil — = 
do, do, 2nd Pref., . — — ч — = 
do. do. 5 Deb. 3 6 5 624 — 115 0 
Brazil Tractions  .. px „ә => = 52 —13 — 
Bombay Electric Pref. .. е 6 6 19 — 8 B 0 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfce. 6 5 60 —1 8 5 4 
do. do.  Preferrred 5 51 = 914 9 
do. do. Deferred Ni 8 41 — 741 
do. do. Deb. e 43 57ха — 1 9 1 
Mexico Trams 6 percent. Bonds. Nil Nil 883 — Nil 
do. d cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 29 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common . Nil Nil 17 — Nil 
до. Pref. E .. Nil Nil 27 —B Nil 
do, Ist Bonds .. Ni Nil 61 — - 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. . .. 15 — 8. — II *4 10 9 
British Aluminium Ord. .., .. 10 10 1i; — 5 5 0 
British Insulated Ora. .. 194 15 2 — 171 2 
Callenders NUR - ee 25 — 8 — i 7 210 
97 re » ee ee [E 6 ° —— 
55 Kellner vig? ate n 20 — 4 Ls б 16 19 
rompton Ord. 2 s . . 10 — i 
Edison-8wan, “A ” ла .. 10 = 2n od 8 o ^ 
do. do. брег cent. Deb, .. 5 5 vi — 6 5 9 
Electric Construction T . 10 — 23/6 — 6d 8 10 2 
Gen. Elec. Pref.  .. T T 04 64 15/6 = 7 0 6 
do. Ord. ee ee ee 10 S 1 13 — 5 10 4 
Henley bo oe ee ae oe 25 15 23 — : 6 6 4 
do. , 44 Pref.. ee ee e 4 E : 88 — 6 4 9 
India-Rubber.. * 2 . 10 — 16 — *6 50 
Met.-Viokers Pref, os ee oa — 8 27 — P | Б 16 Б 
Siemens Ord... vx ө .. 10 10 29 : — ed. 618 0 
Telegraph Con. oe ee ee 20 20 Р à —]4 *4 10 6 


е Dividends paid free of Income Tax, 


MARKET QUOTATIONS, . 


IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only generi, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances, 


Tuesday, March 23rd. 


Latest Fortnight's 
| 
CHEMICALS, &с. | Price. Inc. ot Dee: 
i 
\ 
a Acid, Oxali .... per lb. 1/5 
a ammoniac Sal "» ET ... рег ton £100 £5 ine 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) Уз £92 417 ine, 
а Bisulphide of Carbon 522 8228 my, his v 
a Borax es "e mr M. " £42 
a Copper Bulphate A us | #52 А 
a Роќавћ, Chlorate... Ие ... per lb. и. 9 
а „ Perchlorate жю. 8 " | 1/8 
а Shellac... н A a per cwt. £42 e 
a Bulphate of Magnesia xus .. per ton £18 £8 inc, 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers chee " £28 Ыз 
а „ Lump bs xem n $ | £25 ie 
a Soda, Chlorate А; om ... per lb. 6d. кы 
а 59 Crystals ete "S .. per ton #12 W. ine. 
a Sodium Bichromate, casks .. рег lb. - Е 
METALS, &c. | | 
g Babbitt's Metal Ingots ... ... per ton £118 to #845 " 
c Brass (rolled metai2'" to 12” basis) per lo. là M. dee, 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn)... ae Т 1562 to 1/63 ч 
c „ Wire, basis .. ae БЕ РА | 1/44 id. dec. 
с Copper Tubes (solid drawn) En i 1/44 da 
g » Bars (best selected) .. per ton £168 Y 
g n Sheet vs vee ste TT [T] £168 | à Я 
g 97 Rod ees | э. eee eee 99 £168 eon 
d » (Electrolytic) Bars ез ” 4117 47 dec. 
d „ n Sheets Уз ' #156 2. 
d w " Wire Rods i ' £142 48 ine. 
d "d i H.C. Wire.. per lb 1/44 {4. dec. 
f Ebonite Ro. З/- oes 
„ Sheet ss та aus i 5 2/6 A 
n German Silver Wire PEN we T 3/- NO 
h Gutta-percha, fine |... ud ЖА 56 13/- id 
h lndia-rubber, Рага fine  .. Ms i | 2/43 21d. dec. 
i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) ... per ton Nom ee 
„ Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual. it | £51 - 
g Lead, English Pig |... Ке vts m | £40 £6 10. dec. 
g Mercury ... .. p e .. per bot. £28 10/- to £27 42 me. 
e Mica (in original cases) small .. per lo. 6d. to 4/6 ^ 
€ n ss » medium.. s 5/- to 10/- н Я 
е „ n » large Уз 12/6 0 % & ир . isi 
g Phosphor Bronze, plain castings й 1/7 to 1/11 14, чес. 
g " „ rolled bars and rods 4 2/2 vo 2/6 TS 
g К » rolled strip & sheet 19 | 2/3 to 2/0 
d Silicium Bronze Wire 24 .. per ib. 1/114 
r Steel, Magnet, in bars W s 1/8 


g Tin, Block (English) т 4811 to £312 #25 dee. 
n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .., e. Per lb. 6/5 : За. dec. 
White Anti friction Metals per ton £90 to £945 
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Quotations supplied by— 


g James & Shakespeare. 

A Edward Till & Co. 

i Bolling & Lowe. i 

( Richard Johnson & Nephew, Lid. 
п Р. Ormiston & Sons. 

r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


а G. Boor & Co. 

c Thos. Bolton & Bons, Ltd. 

d Frederick Smith & Co. 

e F. Wiggins & Sons. 

f India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


The International Electrotechnical Commission.—"* 
have received from Mr. C. le Maistre, general secre АП 
copy of Publication No. 33 of the I. E. C., which is the fu 
report of the fourth plenary meeting of the Internation 
Electrotechnical Commission, held in London last October. 
It includes photographs of the Rt. Hon. A. J. Balfour, zu 
sieur Maurice Leblanc (the past president), and the dee 
gates. The report contains, in addition to. the decisions 
reached at the last meeting, the programme of future Н 
which has already been described in our issue of October А 
1019. Meetings of the following advisory committees Dr 
I. E. C. will be held in Brussels, commencing March 1 0 
(1) Nomenclature; (2) Rating of Electrical Machinery; 
Symbols; and (8) Standard Pressures. | Tm" 

The following delegates of the British National Cow! a 
have been nominated provisionally, though it 18 DO: 1) 
known whether they will be able to accept the maar ‘or 
Nomenclature and (3) Symbols.—Sir William Slingo. 2] 
K. Edgcumbe, Messrs. A. R. Everest, A. B. Field, ut ed 
Stubbs. (2) Rating.—Sir Richard Glazebrook,. K. C. B.! Stan- 
A. R. Everest, C. Rodgers, and Roger T. Smith. (8) A. R. 
dard Pressures.—Messrs. О. H. Wordingham, C.B.E., A. 
Everest, W. B. Woodhouse, and Roger T. Smith. aged 

The Belgian Electrotechnical Committee 18 actively die an 
in completing the details in so far as the actual meetings ie 
concerned. Although a very busy time 18 before a two 
gates, the Belgians are desirous of arranging for one О 
excursions for the benefit of the foreign. delegates. ly be 

The decisions made at these meetings will ult view К 
placed before all the National Committees, with a pec 
their adoption at the next plenary meeting, which is ex 
to be held towards the end of this year. Mailloux 

The president of the Commission, Dr. C, 85 the US. 
(U. S. A.), together, with a söbrong delegation ron Nn 
National Committee, will certainly be present at Deua 
ings, and it is hoped that some of them will vimt this ‹ 
before returning to the States. | 
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POWER FROM BLAST FURNACE GAS. 


By S. Н. 


— — — 


FOWLES, 


A. M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of paper reud before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


IN view of the fact that we as a nafion have to make a 
considerable saving in our fuel consumption, we must trat 
of all look to our efficiency. In many cases this is very low 
and wasteful. lt is for us to look for better methods of 
using our wasted heat units, and thus make the best use 
of what we have, before attempting to harness any new 
powers. 

One instance of great wastage is in the form of blast furnace 
gas, Which escapes from the furnaces during the making 
of pig iron. ‘the amount of energy which is at present being 
wasted or used at about 10 per cent. efficiency from the blast 
furnaces of this country is in the neighbourhood of 1 million 
liorse-power. "This is a matter that should be seriously taken 
up in connection with the greater power scheme, and should 
serve @ very good purpose in the cheapening of electrical 
energy. Where the gas is cleaned and used efficiently, for 
the same quantity of gas an additional 10 thousand horse- 
power can be produced, and about 5 to 6 thousand horse-power 
saved on coal, making a net saving of about 16 thousand 
borse-power from three blast furnaces. 

The gas is a by-product, and bas been treated in the past 
as of very little value, being, therefore, either wasted or 
used very inefficiently. The furnaces are self-contained, 
with a large number of boilers for steam-raising to supply 
the blast engines for the furnace blowing. ‘This blast in 
turn passes from the engine-driven blowers through the, hot 
stoves to the furnaces. The hot stoves and boilers usually 
consumed the whole of the gas made, in addition to a very 
large amount of coal for the boilers. 

The gas was used in its crude state, with the exception 
of the small amount of dust taken out by the dust catchers. 
This caused great loss in laying off the boilers for cleaning, 
which was a very frequent occurrence, as the boilers con- 
sumed about 1 million cubic feet of gas per hour. 

[n addition to the dust, the moisture had to be dealt 
with, and this considerably lowered the temperature of the 
fire box, thus causing the excessive use of coal with very 
inefficiently burnt gas. Many of the boilers on this class of 
work are in the open air and have no shelter; the settings 
are very often so porous that it is far from economical to 
use even clean gas in them, but during the transition stage 
this has to be done. The use of gas for boiler-firing 1s proving 
a very bad policy, since in comparison with large gas engines 
only about 30 per cent. of the engine efficiency 1s maintained 
on the boilers of modern design with clean gas. 

The old method of using crude gas and coal had an 
efficiency of about 10 per cent., when compared on a horse- 
power basis with present-day gas-driven plant. Approxi- 
mate figures for one furnace on the new method show that 
each furnace produces 1 million cu. ft. of gas per hour, and 
only 0.55 of this is required for the furnace, leaving 0.45 
million or 450,000 cu. ft. of gas available per furnace for 
other purposes, and this at 150 cu. ft. per KW.-hour is equal 
to about 3,000 units of electricity per furnace per hour. Now 
with 50 furnaces the aggregate would equal 150,000 units 
saved per hour and 1,030,510,000 per annum; this with the 
boiler saving represents an economy of about 400,000 tons of 
coal per annum. This shows that the electrical energy which 
can be saved annually by generating from blast-furnace gas 
is almost equal to the total number of units sold during 
1911-1912 by all the 303 electricity works of the United 
Kingdom. 

The difference in coal and gas consumed, and the work 
done under erude and clean gas conditions respectively, is 
enormous. A great deal depends on the selection of a clean- 
ing plant for this purpose, and while it is not intended to 
compare the merits or demerits of other plant, yet a great 
deal ean be said for the Halberg-Beth dry gas-cleaning plant. 
It has considerable advantages, the following being a few of 
them: The bulk of the potash is recovered in its original 
state. The dust contents average 0.002 pramme per cu. m. The 
plant can be worked for long periods up to 30 per cent. 
overload if required. The moisture can be removed. or 
allowed to remain at will. The total water contents average 
about 15 grammes per cu. m. The above figures can hardly 
he surpassed to-day on any plant when the dust and moisture 
йге taken into consideration jointly and the power consump- 
tion per volume of gas cleaned. 

The author then describes part of the plant at a large iron 
Works, some details of which were given in our issues of 
January Brd and 30th, 1920, and says that other cleaning 
plant is not in a position to guarantee such results of low 
dust and moisture contents which are common to engines, 
boilers, and stoves, so that in case of a temporary shortage 
of crude gas the valves to stoves and boilers can be closed 
and the engines kept running continuously. Another great 
advantage of this plant is the fact that, with no complete 
Water passages or seals for the gas to pass for cleaning, in 

event of a stoppage occurring on all the fan motors in 
the cleaning plant the engines will continue on load as usual, 


and will draw the gas through the plant just as clean as 
when supplied by the fan. This has been done for a perio 
of an hour at a stretch. 

The general operation of the Halberg-Beth gas-cleaning 
plant is then described by the author (for a similar descrip- 
tion see our issue of February 6th, 1920). The plant works 
continuously and bas a very low upkeep and operation cost. 

The engines for generation comprise seven sets of 12 
cylinder tandem vertical 1, 500 H.., direct-coupled to 1,000- 
KW., three-phase alternators running at 200 R.P.M., and are 
run in parallel with a public electric supply at 5,500 volts. 
In order to get good firing, the sparking plug points аге 
adjusted to about 15/1000ths of an inch, and are of the motor 
car large type supplied from a 1. T. magneto and induction 
coil, and very little trouble is experienced from dirt or mois- 
ture owing to the gas being dry and clean when leaving the 
gas plant. The throttles for air and gas are arranged on u 
common spindle, and the air throttles require more cleaning 
than the gas throttles, which shows that the gas 1s cleaner 
than the atmosphere. The machines run very steadily and 
synchronising is quite as easy as on a steam-driven set. 
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The blowing engines of four sets are of the horizontal type 
with two double-acting gas cylinders and one double-acting 
blowing cylinder. They run at 85 R.P.M., are of 1,650 R. p., 
and can deliver 36,000 cu. ft. of free air per minute up to 
a pressure of 11 lb. per sq. in., or a decreased volume up to 
15 lb. per sq. in. ese engines supply the blast for the 
furnaces, and have been.in operation for lj years very suc- 
cessfully. The ignition is by the L.T. drawn-out plug, operated 
with a solenoid in series, so that directly the arc breaks, the 
plunger is spring-returned ready for the revolving contact 
passing its brushes again on the lay shaft. The gas is quite 
free from tar, and pistons drawn after six months’ running 
were found to be as clean as when first installed. 

A great deal of attention has been given to the operation 
and maintenance of the cleaning plant. The gas is as clean 
as town gas and of low calorific value, but very constant, 
which makes gas engines ag reliable as steam engines. After 
several inspections it was found to be possible to run for 
twelve months before overhauling. Curves of the various 
loads given in figs. 1 and 2 show the usual conditions in iron 
and steel works. A great deal depends on these conditions 
as to how the electrical world can make great use of the 
intervals should all the blast furnaces of this country become 
interconnected with the greater scheme of power supply. 
In the daily load curve (fig. 1) it will be seen that from 
5 p.m. to 7.30 a.m. about 3,000 kw. of plant is idle. The 
whole of the gas is wasted during this period, and could 
be very usefully employed to supply power to a network 
through converting plant, thus allowing several medium- 
sized towns to take their supply from such a source and 
reduce considerably their coal, stores, and probably their 
wages costs during this period. A still greater loss is shown 
on the Sunday curve from Saturday noon to 7.30 a.m. on 
Monday. when 4,000 Kw. of plant is idle, and could deal with 
the week-end load of several medium-sized towns, thus allow. 
ing the boilers in use and the staff to be considerably re- 
duced and effecting a great saving of fuel and wages. It 
would also allow of a good many repairs being done, and 
во decrease the stand-by plant in manv cases. 

This matter should be considered seriously, as already we 
are making use of our water supplies which are not so 
constant as this supply. We have now some 50 places in 
this country where blast furnaces are working, and these 
are to be increased during the next few vears. Many of these 


places cannot consume the whole of the gas produced, and 


with the adoption of cleaning plant such as have been inen- 
tioned, and the use of large gas engines, the time haa arrived 
when stil more gas will be available from the coke ovena 
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and from the coke used in the blast furnaces. The quantity 
of gas wasted, although small compared with the require- 
ments of our power stations, is neverthéless a large item 
when taken collectively in the balance sheet. Coke-oven gas 
is richer in value than blast-furnace gas, and is not such an 
easy gas to use, but during the last three years a very in- 
genious valve hae been adopted for mixing some of the 
exhaust-cooled gas from the engines with the coke-oven gas, 
thus avoiding the trouble of pre-ignition. ы Ё | 

The whole of this subject should have a thorough investiga- 
. tien, with the- ultimate vidw of connecting all blast-furnace 
supplies to the ‘greater scheme of national power supply. 

. Balance sheets were given in am appendix to the paper 
showing the difference in the old and new methods of utilis- 
ing waste heat; the saving that results from cleaning and 
using the gas efficiently; and a comparison of the 303 elec- 
tricity works and the estimated waste gas of Great Britain's 
50 blast furnace installations. Tables were also added giving 
the various constituents ef the gas, the content value, the 
gas and oil used in various parts of the works, the number 
of units generated, and the pressures and temperatures main- 
tained at various positions in the cleaning plant and engine 
rooms. | | 


Discussion IN LONDON. 


The above paper, as well as that by Mr. W. Н. Patchell 
(an abstract of which appeared in our last issue), was-read 
before the Institution on March llth, the discussion, of which 
a résumé is given below, being concluded on March 18th. 

Mr. P. TAxLon, who confined his remarks to Mr. Patchell's 
paper, said it was a valuable one, and it contained much use- 
ful information on the subject which was usually scarce. 
He personally had seen the plant described, and he could 
confirm the statement that it had worked very well. The 
gas engine tests were taken under everyday running condi- 
tions, and it was possible to obtain even better results than 
were given in the paper. The author was justified in claim- 
ing 1.51 lb. of coal per KW.-hour produced, but that would 
not be the case if power alone were supplied, because credit 
for the exhaust steam and tar had to be taken into account. 
From a power point of view, the figure would be 1.7 lb., and 
the tar could be sold. The author's figure for repairs and 
renewal costs was too high. It would have served a useful 
purpose had & separate account sheet been added to show 
whether it really paid to recover the sulphate of ammonia, 
and the tota] amount of coal used should also have been 
stated. Each separaté case should be considered on 'its own 
merits, and more detailed figures for comparison with others 
would be useful. 

Dr. Morey thought that Mr. Fowles's paper con- 
tained much valuable first-hand information. The economies 
that could be realised by the efficient use of properly cleaned 
blast-furnace gas were enormous; there they had a practi- 
cally untapped source of power. Even in works where the 
was was being used, there was still scope for economy; the 
practice of burning the gas under boilers was in some cases 
being abandoned in favour of gas engines. Two important 
reports had recently been presented to the Iron and Steel 
Institute, one by Prof. Bone and Sir Robert Hadfield, which 
contained much useful information on the subject, and the 
other by two gentlemen who had visited the Rhine Valley 
and seen the conditions there. The latter report was @ 
striking and impartial testimony to the efiiciency of the gas 
engine. Tbere was not much to choose between the high and 
low speed types of gas engine as regarded reliability, neither 
type gave much trouble. Blast furnace gas was à very re- 
markable gas, it contained no tar whatever, which was the 
chief source of trouble to all gas engineers. The question of 
which type of engine to use required consideration ; the ad- 
vantage in favour of the high-speed vertical engine was that 
of capital cost, its reliability being equal to that of the hon- 
“zontal low-speed type, but the life of the engine was an 
important consideration. It was only necessary to compare 
the life of a high-speed vertical aero engine with that of a 
Jow-speed horizontal gas engine to realise this point. Operat- 
ing costs were very valuable, | 
add maintenance costs. It was noteworthy that in Germany, 
the home and nursery of the large gas engine, the sole type 
in use was the horizontal engine. With regard to cooling 
the cylinders, in the Galway engine the water only passed 
through one moving part; the valve itself was not cooled, but 
only its seat and box. It was quite possible to build cylinders 
up to 55 in. in diameter. Considering the atmosphere in a 
gas engine station, there was no reason why it should not 
be as clean and sweet as that in a steam station. The ques- 
tion of the utilisation of waste blast-furnace gas was one 
of national importance. 

Mr. W. B. Woopnouse gave it as his opinion that with 
the present high price of coal no case could be made for 
. the by-product gas producer plant for the provision of power 
alone. The high initial consumption of gas rendered the 
aas engine uneconomical on anvthing under half load. This 
fact would necessitate the load factor being high and not 
15 or 20 per cent., as Was the case with some steam engines. 
It would certainly not pav to run a gas plant of this descrip- 
tion on a load factor of, вау, 10 per cent. He was sadly 
disappointed in Mr. Fowles's paper: it was not clear whether 


but it was also necessary to- 


the paper attempted to describe certain plant or whether it 

was intended as a condeinnation of the iron masters. Fur- 
ther, the author had not indieated which of his figures and 
statements were estimates or predictions, and which were 
facts. Actually, in the speaker's opinion, the position was 
not.so bad as the author would lead one to suppose; the 
author did not appear to be aware of what had been done 
by the iron masters in recent years. It was not possible to 
utilise all the blast-furnace gas produced, because that would 
involve problems of storage, and there was also the question 
of the load factor of the electrical energy to be considered. 
He disagreed ‘with the author's statement that the use of 
the gas for boiler firing was bad practice. He had built a 
small station in which this inethod was utilised, aud very 
careful tests were taken of its operation. From the results 
obtained the station was comparable with a turbine station 
having an efficiency ratio of 75 per cent., and it was his 
opinion that a large station using gas-fired boilers would 
show good results. It was not clear what the author was 


| driving at. 


Capt. A. P. Pyne, referring first to Mr. Patchell’s paper, 
said that it was unfair to compare the small installation 
described with large turbo-generator plant, because much 


‘better results could be shown if it were necessary to do so. 
Unfortunately there were not many 2-cycle gas engines that 


itself was perfectly to be depended upon. 


could be considered reliable; there was one type, regrettably 
.of German make, however, that no one would hesitate to 


rely upon, even in sizes up to 1,500 H.p. The gas plant 


After referring to 


the financial aspect, the speaker said that those who im- 


agined that the atmosphere in the güs-engine room was аву 


“worse than that in a steam station were quite mistaken, in 


‘many cases it was much better. 
paper, the speaker said that his main contentions were quite 


.In “spite of Mr. 


.Speaker's Opinion, 
“wasted in this country, 


, 


Turning to Mr. Fowles’s 


although his figures might be slightly optimistic. 
Woodhouse’s remarks, there was, in the 
a large amount of blast-furnace gas 
and there was much scope for im- 


provement and economy in that direction. It had remained 


correct, : 


for the Germans to show what really could be done; :n 
Germany he had seen numerous small plant seattered over 


the countryside driving gas-engine generators, and linked 
to the H.T. town supply system. Many other cases could 
be mentioned of plant successfully working on the Con- 
tinent, and even in Russia. In 1914 there was not a single 
gas engine installation in this country that could compare 
with those at work in Germany. Gas engines were equal 
in reliability to steam plant, although the first cost of the 
latter was usually lower. He knew of a case where a gas 
engine had run for ?4 hours per day for 365 davs without 
being shut down or cleaned. It should be remembered that 


the reliability of the engine depended on the cleanliness of 


the gas, the dust content of which should not be higher than 
0.002 gramine per cu. m. The Halberg-Beth dry gas-cleaning 
plant successfully met these requirements, but it was expen- 
sive in first cost, and it was here that electrical engineers 
had an opportunity of showing what electrostatic methods 
could do. Another point that should be remembered was 
that cleaning gas for use in a gas engine and under a boiler 
were two quite different problems. The point of his remarks 
was that everything he had said was merely a repetition ot 
what he had told a similar meeting of the Institution some 
six vears ago, and it was regrettable to find that during the 
interval practically nothing had been done to improve the 
condition of affairs in this country. 

Mr. Н. T. GipBoNs, referring to Mr. Woodhouse’s remarks, 
gaid that he had always understood the object of by-product 
gas producer plant to be the saving of coal, and Mr. Patchell's 
figures showed that a supply of electricity could be produced 
by this means at а cost comparable with that of a publie 
supply. The author's figures for repairs and renewals cost 
were, however, rather high; this might be accounted for in 
the difticulty of obtaining certain materials during the war 
period. The makers had such confidence in Premier gas 
engines that they were prepared to guarantee them under 
al normal conditions. It was possible to build such engines 
having cylinder diameters up to 15 in. in diameter; four such 
units made up a complete engine, and to-day similar sets 
were giving satisfactory results. For the veneration of elec- 
tricity multi-cylinder engines were preferable, and it was 
probable that future large engines for this purpose would 
be a compromise between the vertical high-speed and the 
horizontal low-speed types. The latter type possibly took tp 
more floor space, and necessitated heavier foundations, but 
against that could be set its longer life. He instanced a case 
where a gas engine had run for five months without being 
shut down and running periods of three months at a stretch 
were counnon. It was a significant fact that when once au 
iron master installed a gas engine in his works he invariably 
extended the plant, and Mr. Fowles was right in advocating 
closer co-operation between the iron masters and electricity 
supply undertakings. 

Mr. J. Paton explained that conditions to-day were not 


80 favourable to by-product producer gas plant as they were 


before the war. It would seem that the Lymn tower washers 
were not so efficient as the ordinary packed towers. Mr. 
Patchell's figure for capital cost per KW. of plant installed 
was too high, he knew of a case where the cost was wore 
like £106 per kW. lu attempting to treat by-product tar 
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met with in ‘this country were due to dirty gas, and it waa 


satisfactorily it should be remembered that the tar contained 
a large amount of water; the tar should, therefore, be kept 
eontinually agitated until all the water had boiled off. ‘This 
could be satisfactorily done by injecting compressed air into 


' the bottom of the still. 


Dr. J. A. Hauken drew attention to the report of the 
Nitrogen Products Committee, which was appointed by the 
Ministry of Munitions. It contained, be said, much valuable 
and interesting information on the subject under discussion, 


and it was notworthy that Mr. Patchell’s conclusions and 
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observations were in strict accord with those expressed in the 
report referred to. | | 

Mr. Bass expressed regret that neither the managing direc- 
tor nor the chief engineer of Messrs. Hoffinann was able to 
be, present to express their opinions on the plant described 
by Mr. Patchell. All he could say was that any doubts that 
might have existed prior to tbe installation of the plant had 
been entirely- dispelled after two years and eight months’ very 
suecessful operation. It had been shown that gas plant 
lacked nothing in point of reliability, and, with regard to 
exhaust boilers there ‘had only been one stoppage in two 
years and eight months. It was not thought advisable to 
shut down the plant at the time the defect was noticed, it 


eventually, therefore, took longer to rectify than would other- 


wise have been the case. Anyone who cared to visit the 
works in question would see for. himself that the popular 
conception of е. dirty conditions usually associated with pro- 
ducer gas plant was an entirely mistaken one. 

Mr. А. Н. LxwN, with reference to Mr. Paton’s remarks, 
explained that the efficiency of the Lymn tower washers was 
n. no way behind that of other types if the plant was kept 
working on full-load; „with the Hoffmann plant these con- 
ditions were not fulfilled. If no gas flowed up the towers, 


the water falling on the first disk would drop to the bottom 


- 


of the tower without ‘touching any of the inverted cones. 
It would, therefore, be appreciated that it was due to the 
up-flowing gas that the water fell from the disks on to the 
inyerted cones.’ Etliciegt washing resulted from the gas actu- 
ally. having to pass through the water as it was falling. It 


, was noteworthy that corrosion did not take place in the Lymn 


plant to any appreciable extent except at such places as bolt 
joints, &c., which fact was attributable entirely to the con- 
struction of the plant. In horizontal tanks using paddles, 
and in which the level of the liquid was continually changing, 
corrosion was much more likely to take place. Mr. Patchell 
would have been quite justified in adopting manually-stoked 
producers if 1t had been possible to procure the quality of coal 
that it was initially intended to use. 

Mr. H. ОнАХЕҮ endorsed Mr. Patchell's figures referring to 
the production of electricity. Personally, he used the steam 
first in turbo-generators, from the exhaust of which it passed 
on to the gas producers. The war had taught a good deal in 
the direction of utilising bad quality coal, and he himself had 
used coke dust to dilute the coal. He was of the opinion that 
the fullest possible use should be made of blast-furnace gases, 
and that towns in the neighbourhood of such furnaces should 
be compelled to utilise this source of power. 

Mr. К. Н. Preece did not understand Mr. Fowles’s attitude 
with regard to using blast-furnace gas under boilers; his state- 
ments were misleading, and he (the speaker) could not agree 
with them. 
fired boilers was due to dirty gas; they could not use Bunsen 


‘burners because they choked up: The firm with which he 


was connected used an external combustion chamber having 
air holes that could be adjusted from } in. to 6 in. in diameter 


according to variations in the pressure of' the gas. The dift- 


culties encountered with heavy and frequently occurring varia- 


tions in the gas pressure could readily be appreciated. With 


clean gas, however, they were able to use Bunsen burners, 


and Бу this means efficiencies of 70 to 76 per cent. could be 


obtained, or even 78 per cent. for the combined boiler, econo- 


miser, and superheater. 


| Mr. Patchell's results obtained from 
Waste-heat boilers were wonderful considering the low-tem- 


` perature gases used. 


‘tained by the author. 


Mr. I. ANDREWS said it gave him much pleasure to hear 
such papers read before the Institution. Some eleven years 


‘ago he had himself outlined to the Institution a similar plant 


to that deseribed by Mr. Patchell, and it was interesting to 
compare the results then predicted with those actually ob. 
A very considerable saving in coal 
could be made by the use of gas engines; true, he agreed that 
for very large plant nothing at present could compare with 
the turbine, but there was, nevertheless, a large field open 
to the use of gas plant. | | 
Mr. Н. M. Ringer explained that he had only recently re- 
turned from a visit to Germany, where he had seen blast- 


‘furnace plant in operation, and it was interesting to note that 


to-day the works could not ebtain sufficient coke to keep their 
furnaces working at anything like full load. He instanced one 
undertaking in Lorraine, but there were inany others like’ 
It, which prior to the war had six blast furnaces at work. 


From these sufficient gas was obtained not onlv to drive the 


entire works, including rolling mills and all the electrical 
power used in them, but there woe sufficient surplus gas to 
furnish the snrrounding district with electric power and light. 
his emphasised the fact that under efficient working con- 
tions an iron worke сеп] produce mneh more «ss th?» it was 
Poseble to utilise in the works themselves. The difficulties 


The whole of the trouble experienced with gas- 


regrettable to eee furnaces still working in this country to-day 
with open tops, from which all the gas was wasted. It was 
important to clean the gas; stoves would run for periods of 
two years without being cleaned if using clean gue, but with 
dirty gas the rich salts soon attacked the brick work which it 


. Was necessary to renew every three to four months. He 


mentioned a case where the efficiency of clean boilers dropped 


. appreciably after two hours’ working on dirty gas, and after 
‚ віх hours they had to be shut down. The diflerence in the 


results obtained in the use of clean and dirty gas was equaliy 


. striking, no matter in what manner the gas was used. 


Owing to the lateness of the hour the authors reserved their 
ре the discussion for publication in the Institution 
ournal. 


THE IMPORTS OF SPAIN. 


Statistics have recently been published concerning the import 
trade of Spain during 1917. Below are given the values of 
electrical and allied goods imported during that year compared 
with 1916, a note of increases or decreases being added :— 


1916 1917. Inc. or dec. 
Country Pesetas. Pesetas Pesetas 
Arc lamps.— 
France a че m 4,000 1,000 — 3,000 
United Kingdom ae 2,000 13,000 + 11,000 
Other countries . 10,000“ — — 10,000 
Total 16000 14,000 — 2,000 
* Holland 9,000 Ps. 
Carbons for arc lamps. 
France oh Дей жоё 1,000 2,000 + 1,00 
United States. m 2,000 3,000 + 1,000 
United Kingdom 4000 | —- — 4,000 
Total 7,000 5,000 — 2,000 
Incandescent clectric lamps, mounted. е 
United States 245.000 227,000 — 18,000 
France - Le. 60,000 84,000 + 2,000 
United Kingdom... 60,000 178,000 + 118,000 
Holland  .. bei 1,333,000 933,000 — 400,000 
Switzerland 309.000 269,000 — 40,000 
Other countries 214,000 1,000 . — 213,000 


Total . 2,221,000 1,692,000 — 529,000 

Dynamos, electric motors, induction coils, resistances, 

transformers, Ёс., up to 100 kg. weight.— 

Germany .. 6,000 . 9,000 — 3,000 
United States 582,000 1,061,000 + 479,000 
France 9 m 271,000 223,000 — 48,000 
United Kingdom 398.000 182,000 — 216,000 
Holland Ld 167,000 21,000 — 146,000 
Italy 380,000 185,000 — 198,000 
Portugal — 2,000 + 9,000 
Sweden 147,000 25.000 121,000 
Switzerland 392,000 295,000 — 97,000 
Other countries .. 8,000 2,000 — 6,000 
Total . 2,351,000 2,000,000 — 351,000 


Ditto, 101-400 kg.— 


United States 342.00 310.000 + 168,000 


France - m 222, 000 63,000 154,000 
United Kingdem 310,000 158.000 — 152,000 
ltalv s 137,000 43,000 — 94,000 
Portugal — 4000 + 4000 
Sweden 258,000 35.000 — 223,000 
Switzerland 248,000 336,000 ＋ 88,000 
Holland — 2,000 + 2,000 
Other countries 214,000 1,000 — 213,000 
-. ` Total 1,731,000 1,157,800 — — 574,000 
Ditto, 401-2,500 90. ~ 

United States 621.000 550,000 71,000 
France — ... ee 132,000 — 100,000. — . 32,000 
United Kingdoin 895,000 350,000 — 345,000 
Italy " d 86,000 41,000 — 45,000 
Sweden . 137,000 163,000 + 2,000 
Switzerland ; 400.000 458,000 — — 2,000 
Other countries . 9,000 — — 9,000 

Total . 2,340,000. 1,662,000 — 678,000 

Ditto, 2,500-5,000 kg.— | „о, 

United States 96.000 300,000 + 964.000 
France bad 17.000 478.000 + 461,000 
United Kingdom ^ 62,000 67.000 + 5,000 
Sweden. — .. 87.009 8.000 — 79.000 
Switzerland 129,000 Qs OUO — 31,000 

Total 391,060 1,011,609 + 620,000 
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1916 1917  Inc.or dec. 
Ditto, over 5,000 kg.— Pesetas Pesetas Pesetas 
United States 1,462,000 . 404,000 — 1,058,000 
France Е 175,000 945,000 + 70,000 
United Kingdom 202,000 68,000 — 134,000 
Switzerland hus 444,000 833,000 + 389,000 
Sweden , 86, 000 — — 86,000 
Other countries ... se — 1,000 + 1,00 
Total 2,369,000 1,551,000) 518,000 
Accumulators und electric batteries - 
Denmark 42,000 8,000 — 34,000 
United States 41,000 321,000 + 280,000 
France P А 33,000 29,000 — 4,000 
United Kingdom 25,000 16,000 — 9,000 
Sweden 92 Ka 4,000 1,000 — 3,000 
Switzerland 2 000 7,000 + 5,000 
Other countries 3,000 2,000 — 1,000 
Total 150,000 384.000 + 234,000 


Cables and wires for ЕЙ. with or without- insulating 
material of l cm. dia. or тоте. 


United States 3,000 82,000 + 29,000 
France с 26,000 58,000 + 32,000 
United Kingdom 93,000 — 147,000 + 54,000 
Other countries 1,000 — — 1,000 
Total 123,000 237,000 + 114,000 
Ditto, under 1 em.— 
United States 43,000 91,000 — 97,000 
France ; T 18,000 18,000 — 
United Kingdom 45,000 37,000 — 8.000 
Sweden - 10,000 7,000 — 3,000 
Total .. 121,000 83,000 — 38, 000 
Telegraph and telephone apparatus, electric _ 
meters and purts.— 
Belgium Em ee — 1,000 + 1,000 
United States 1,100,000 1,094,000 — 6,000 
France " "T 933,000 376,000 — 557,000 
Umted Kingdom 1,033,000 724,000 — 309, 000 
Italy iis - 19,000 20.000 + 1,000 
Sweden 1,351,000 933,000 — 418, 000 
Switzerland 129,000 232,000 + 103,000 
Other countries 120,000 2,000 — 118,000 
Total 4,685,000 3,382,000 — 1,303,000 
Electrodes.— 
United States 59.000 54,000 — 5.000 
United Kingdom 20,000 — — 90,000 
Other countries ... ^ — 1,000 + 1,000 
Total 79,000 55,000 — 94,000 


1916 1917 Inc. or dec. 
Hydraulic motors.— Pesetas Pesetas Pesetas 
United States 29,000 35,000 T 6,000 
France à Ka 92.000 30,000 — 62.900 
United Kingdom 7,000 17,000 ＋ 10.000 
Switzerland : 991,000 635,000 — 356,000 
Other countries 1,000 — — 1,000 
Total 1,120,000 717,000 — 403,000 
Steam and gas engines (stationary) up to 10,000 kg. 
weight.— 
United States 5,000 5,000 — 
France ' Т 63,000 10,000 — 53,000 
United Kingdom 401,000 210.000 — 191,000 
Italy s 17,000 ХУ (КЮ + 72,000 
Switzerland 112,000 20,000 — 92,000 
Other countries 9,000 — — 9,000 
Total 607,000 934.000 — 973,000 
Ditto, from 1,0001 to 95,000 kg.— 
France = T uds — ‚ 16,000) + 16,000 
United Kingdom 159,000 58,000 — 101,000 
Switzerland 19,000 22, (КЮ) + 3,000 
Total . 8,000 06,40) — 82,0000 
Ditto, over 25,009 kg.— 
United. Kingdom == 04 000 + 64,000 
Switzerland 360,000 — ^ 49,000 — 311,000 
'Total 300,000 — 113,000 — 247,000 
Cylindrical steam boilers.— 
United States .. 3.000 9.000 + 4,000 
France " * s 18,000 1,000 — 17,000 
United Kingdom | 50,000 11,000 — 95,000 
Switzerland TT 65,000 15,000 — 50,000 
Other countries 3,000 1,000 — 8,000 
Total 137,000 37,000 — 90,000 - 
Multitubular boilers.— | 
United States 1,000 1,000 = 
France = x 971,000 3,000 — 1866,00 
United Kingdom 1,870,000 — 962,000 — 98.0000 
Italy Р y 14,000 20.000 ＋ 6.000 
Switzerland 192.000 35,000 — 157.000 
Other countries 7,000 — 7,000) 


Total . 92,355,000 1,103,000 — 1,252,000) 


REPORT ON THE ELECTRIC LAMP INDUSTRY. 


Ох March 16th the Board of Trade issued a report embodying 
the findings of a sub-committee appointed by the Standing 
Committee on Trusts which had been adopted by the Standing 
Committee. The members of the sub-conimittee were: 
Messrs. John Hilton (chairman), J. E. Baker, M. B. E., F. J. 
Blakemore, F.G.I., M. V. Loveaux, R. 8. Pengelly, and 
W. H. Watkins. 
The terms of reference were as follows :— 


To inquire into the existence of any trust or trade com- 
bination in the electric lamp industry, and into the effects 
which the existence of such a trade combination, if proved, 
1s having upon prices of electric lamps. 

The report is an extremely interesting document, of con- 
siderable importance to the electrical industry, and we com- 
inence reprinting it below; but as it 1s too long to be com- 
pleted in one issue, we give first the soucis at which 
the sub-committee unanimously arrived :— 


CONCLUSIONS. 


(a) There is in the electric lamp industry a trade combina- 
tion—the Electric. Lamp Manufacturers“ Association— which 
includes from 90 per cent. to 95 per cent. of the industry, 
controls factors and retailers, fixes prices at all stages, and 
regulates. output. 

(b) The prices fixed by the Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ 
Association. become the standard prices for all lamps sold in 
this country, whether made by Association or non-Association 
manufacturers, or imported from abroad. 

(c) British lamp manufacturers outside the Association pro- 
duce and sell to the trade (presumably at a profit) lamps of 
coinparable quality at a lower price than Association firins. 

(d) Because of the standard price policy originated bv the 
Association, non-Association lamps are sold to the public at 
the same price as Association lamps, the advantage on the 
lower-priced lamps going wholly to distributors. Hence, either 
Association manufacturers are making an undue profit, or 


they manufacture less economically than non-Association 
makers. 

(e) The trading discounts received by factors and retailers 
are considerably higher than is necessary, and should be 
reduced. 

(f) Standard vacuum lamps now sold to the public at 3s. 
could be sold at 2s., at which price the manufacturer ani 
the distributor would still have a satisfactory working profit. 

(g) One and a quarter million half-watt lamps sold to the 
public in 1919 at 12s. 6d. were purchased in Holland by tlie 
three associated manufacturers at about 3s. per lainp. 

(л) These half-watt lamps could have been sold to the public 
at not more than 8s., which price would still have left ample 
margins for the importers and distributors. Importers and 
distributors between them made profits on these lamps of 
something like £280,000 over and above what would appear 
to us reasonable. 

(i The Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ Association has been 
created primarily in the interests of three firins—The British 
Thomson-Houston Co., The General Electric Co., and Messrs. 
Siemens Bros. These Impose onerous conditions upon other 
firms in the Association, e.g., a limitation of output upon 
licensees, and a stipulation that the validity of their patents 
shall not be questioned or disputed. 

() The limitation of output imposed upon licensees is 
contrary to the best interests of the industry, and of the 
consumer. 

(k) Since the largest of the three dominant firms in the 
Association 18 under majority control of an American electrical 
concern, there is some danger of the interests of the British 
lamp industry being subordinated to American interests. 

(1) There is a possibility of an international combination, 
comprising British, Dutch, and American manufacturers, 
which would be able to control supplies and dominate prices 
over a considerable part of the world. 

(m) The operations of an association which so effectively 
controls an important industry should be subjected to publie 
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pupervision and control; and we consider this would best һе 
attained by giving statutory elfect to the recommendations of 
the Committee on Trusts appointed by the Minister of Re- 
construction— which, in brief, are that there should be estab- 
hshed a department of State charged with the duty of inform- 
ing itself as to the nature, extent, and development of 
combinations of all kinds in so far as they tend to the 
restramt of trade and the creation of monopolies, and of 
making preliminary inquiry into complaints made with regard 
to them; and that a tribunal should be set up to which the 
department could apply for powers to obtain particular in- 
formation, and would refer for full investigation cases in 
which combinations appeared to act injuriously to the public 
interest. 

The Committee wish to record their great appreciation of 
the services rendered by the secretary, Mr. P. Gent, in con- 
nection with this inquiry. 

REPORT. 

To the Chairman of the Standing Committee on "Trusts. 

1. We were appointed to inquire into the existence of any 
trust or trade combination in the electric lamp industry, and 
into the effects which the existence of such a trade com- 
bination, if proved, ig having upon prices of electric lamps. 

We have held nine meetings, and have examined represen- 
tatives of the Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ Association of 
Great Britain, Ltd., of electric lamp manufacturers inside 
and outside the Association, as well as factors and distributors 
of Association and non-Association lamps. 

2. Since in our inquiry we have had to investigate the 'п- 
fluence of trade combination upon the development of the 
electric lamp industry in this country, and to relate that 
influence to questions of patent rights, exclusive processes, 
апа agreements of an international character, we think it 
well to recount briefly the history of electric lamp manufac- 
ture in so far as it bears upon our investigations. 

The first incandescent lamp—the carbon filament lamp— 
was Invented simultaneously in 1878 by Swan in England and 
Edison in America. Although the patents were declared in- 
valid in every other. European country, they were upheld in 
the United Kingdom, and the manufacture of electric lamps 
in this country thus became, for several years, the monopoly 
of one company. On the expiry of the Edison and Swan 
patents other British factories sprang up, and a period of 
expansion in the British lamp industry followed. Mean- 
while German manufacturers, having been free from patent 
restrictions, had progressed even more rapidly, not only in 
volume of output but also in technique of manufacture and, 
trade organisation; and on the lapse of the British patents 
they were able to send lamps into this country at a price 
with which British manufacturers had difficulty in com- 
peting. | 

For about W vears the incandescent electric lamp iu com- 
mon use remained practically unchanged, and it was not 
until 1906 that an Austrian and a German firm produced 
independently the squirted tungsten filament, based on what 
appeared to be the same chemical principle, but different 
processes. The Austrian patent seemed the fundamental one, 
but the German process was better adapted to commercial 
manufacture. In 1907 a British firm, The General Electric 
Co., Ltd., approached both Austrian and German firms (which 
were then at law with regard to their patents) with a view to 
securing the patent rights of both for this country. The Ger- 
mans were reluctant to sell, it being their intention not 20 
license manufacturers in other countries, but to manufacture 
exclusively in Germany and to build up а large export trade. 
The Austraian syndicate, on the other hand, did not intend to 
manufacture, and were willing to dispose of the patent. The 
General Electric Co., Ltd., was eventually successful in acquir- 
ing the rights of the British patents for both processes, and 
lorthwith erected a factory for the production of metal fila- 
ment lamps in this country. "n 

The next notable developments in the electric incandescent 
lamp were the production in the United States (by the Gene- 
ral Electric Co., of New York) of the drawn tungsten wire 
hlament lamp in 1909, and of the gas-filled lamp, popularly 
known as the half-watt lamp, in 1913. The British rights 
lor these patents were acquired by the British Thomson. 
Houston Co., under their arrangements with the General 
Electric Co. (of New York), which has a majority interest 
in the British Thomson-Houston Co. 

The gas-filled lamp, as invented in 1913, could be made 
only in the larger sizes, but in 1914 it was discovered that 
commercial lamps of lower sizes could be made if filled with 
argon instead of nitrogen. Up to that time, however, argon 
had had no commercial value, and its manufacture had not 
been developed. Repeated attempts to produce the gas on 
4 commercial scale were made in this country during the 
early part of the war, but without success. Meanwhile a 
Dutch firm of repute, Messrs. Philips, of Eindhoven, had 
discovered a process, and were manufacturing argon-filled 
lamps in large quantities. Overtures were made to them by 
British manufacturers for the supply of the essential parts 
of an argon plant. The Dutch manufacturers were naturally 
not anxious to aupply their British competitors with thia 
wachinery, but ultimately a oontract, approved by the Board 
of Trade, waa entered into, providing for the supply of an 
argon plant im consideration, inter alia, of the purchase of a 
large number of argon-filled lamps from tho Dutch firm. 


After unforeseen delays the plant was received and erected 


ut the lamp works of the General Electric Co., at Hammer- 


snith, where it is now at work. 

Prior to the war the annual output of incandescent electric 
lamps in this country is estunated to have been about 
25,000, 000, the corresponding figure for the United States 
being 110, 000, 000, for Germany 100,000,000, and for Holland 
16,000,000. During the war the American output is stated 
to have increased by 60 per cent., and the British output by 
JU per cent., while the inanufacturers of Holland have gone 
rapidly ahead and acquired a,considerable part of the foreign 
lanp trade of both britain and Germany. | i 

In 1913 electric incandescent lamps to the number’ of 
3,200,000, having a value of £196,000, were imported into this 
country, while 3,700,000 lamps, valued at £192,000 were ex- 
ported. During the war imports have on the average shown 
an increase and exports a decline. In 1919 the lamps im- 
ported totalled over 2,500,000, and those exported over 
2,800,000, the f.o.b. value of.the exported lampe being, how- 
ever, only about two-thirds the c.i.f. value of the imports. 

'l'he consumption of lamps in the United Kingdom is now 
estimated at 30,000,000 per annum. 

3. Under our terms of reference we are to inquire into the 
existence of any trust or trade combination in the electric 
lamp industry. We find that a trade combination does exist 
among electric lanp manufacturers in this country, and 
exercises a powerful influence over the conduct and develop- 
ment of the industry. The facts relevant to our inquiry 
concerning this combination we find to be as follows :— 

The Tungsten Lamp Association was formed about seven 
yeurs ago, its declared objects being to promote and protect 
the interests of manufacturers of, and dealers in, electric 
lamps in the United Kingdom; to conduct and assist in 
making experiments and research for the improvement of 
electric lamps, and to enter into agreements with members 
and wholesale and retail dealers relating to the manufacture, 
supply, and sale of electric lumps. | 

It has been explained to us that the success of the first 
metal-filament lamps, made in this country under acquired 
German and Austrian patents as already mentioned, en- 
couraged other electrical concerns to make researches and 
take out patents for new inventions. It was considered that 
some of these patents overlapped, and costly litigation was 
threatened. Deeming co-operation preferable to conflict, The 
British Thomson-Houston Co., The General Electric Co., and, 
later, Messrs. Siemens, came together, primarily on patents, 
each agreeing to recognise the others' patents and to license 
the others for its own patents, and to interchange factory and 
laboratory experience. As à natural consequence, we are 
informed, a selling arrangement was entered into. These 
three, with the Ediswan Electric Co., formed themselves into 
the Tungsten Lamp Association. The Tungsten Lamp Associa- 
tion was incorporated in the Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ 
Association of Great Britain, Ltd., in April, 1919, the de- 
clared objects of the latter association being the same as those 
of the original association. Various other firms have joined 
the Association at different tunes since its formation, and the 
complete membership is now as follows, the lust three firms 
having joined during the war :— 

The British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 

The General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Siemens Bros., Ltd. 

Ediswan Electric Co., Ltd. 

Foster Engineering Co. 

Stearn Electric Lamp Co., Ltd. 

“Z” Electric Lamp Manufacturing Co. 

British Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
(now Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.). 

Pick Kerr & Co., Ltd. (Britannia Lamp & Accessories Co., 
Ltd.). 

Pope's Electric Lamp Co., Ltd. 

The electric lamp industrv in this country may thus be 
regarded for our purpose as falling into two main divisions, 
namely, the firms in the Association and non-associated firms. 
The associated manufacturers of electric lamps 1n this country 
coniprise the ten firms named above. The non-associated firms 
include :— 

Crvselco Lamp Co., Ltd. | 

Crowther & Osborn, Ltd. (Sceando Lamp Co.). . 

Imperial United Lamp Co., Ltd. 

Corona Lamp Works, Ltd. 

Harlesden Lamp Co. (Stella Lamp Co.). 

Maxim Lamp Works, Ltd. 

Notable Lamp Co., Ltd. 


Prior to the war the Association was responsible for about 
85 per cent. of the total British output, whilst for last year 
its proportion is estimated to have been between 90 and 
95 per cent. i 

4. Under our terms of reference we have further to inquire 
into the effects which the existence of a trade combination ‘n 
the electric lamp industry, if proved, is having upon the 
prices of electric lamps. | 

The first fact to be recorded in this connection is that the 
Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ Association has an arrangement 
whereby its members fix a common retail price for the varioua 
types and grades of lamps sold to the public, and give an 
agreed rate of discount to the factors and retailers who handle 
tho lamps. | 
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The nature of this arrangement is as follows: A basic 
discoünt of 20 per cent. on retail selling prices is allowed to any 
approved trade retailer. 'lhe Association has further a sliding 
ecale whereby any trader doing business in Association lamps 
to the amount of £70 or more per annum can receive a dis- 
count proportionate to his total annual purchases of lamps 
from all the associated firms, the rates being as follows :— 


92 per cent. on £70 net value of purchases. 


. 94 per cent. on £130 2 
. .95 per.cent. on £330 2 
26 per cent. on £650 " 
27 per cent. on £1,000 M 
~ per cent. on £1,250 vi 
. 90 per cent. on £1, 3s 
232 per cent. on £1,850 2 
94 per cent. on £3,000 a 

36 per cent. оп £5,000 i ТЕ 

. 87 per cent. on £11,500 . . TE 

38 per cent. on £28,000 . . FN 

39 per cent. on. £55, 000 .. Ж 


If 8 | trader desires and is-entitled to more than 2 per cent. 
discount under. the above scale, he must apply to the Asocia- 
tion for grading, which is granted conditional on his signing 
an agreement. 
a discount of from 23 per cent. to W per cent., he must sign 
the retailer's agreement, the main feature of which is that 
he: agrees not to advertise, stock, or solicit orders for, lamps 


-If the trader's net purchases entitle him to 


of other than Association makes. If the trader's net pur- 


chases entitle him to a discount of 30 per cent. or more, he 


must sign the factor’s agreement, the main feature of which 


is that he agrees not to advertise, stock, solicit orders for, 
or ec lamps other than Association makes. 
tailer under Ins agreement ‘may sell non-Association lamps 
only if requested to do so, and must then obtain them speci- 
ally for his customer. But the factor must not on any 
account sell non-Association lamps. Such factors are, in prac- 
tice, agents for the- associated: firms, and it ‘has been stated 
that their. number ів about 50. 

The Association has a system whereby the whole of the 
manufacturers and: factors: are periodically informed of the 
discount grading of customers, 
register of approved 20 per cent. traders. It is a rule of the 
Association, and. 4 stipulation in the factor's and retailer's 
agreements, that no trader shall be supplied at other than 
the discount advertised by the Association. In no case may 
a manufacturer or factor give more than 20 per cent. discount 
to any firm without the sanction of the. Association. 

A Condition of sale of all Association lamps is that they 
shall be sold to the user at the prices fixed by the Association, 
and all distributors are compelled to insert the price main- 
tenance clause as a condition of sale, as well ae to withhold 
supplies from any purchaser infringing the sales terms of the 
Association. 

Should a factor handle any other than Association lamps, 
or resell at discounts other than those 55 by the Asso- 
ciation, supplies may be withheld, and he may be put upon 


the ''list. prices net" register. Should а retailer on pre- 


ferential discount stock, advertise, or solicit orders for other 


than Association lamps he may be down- graded to the basic 
discount of 20 per cent., or put upon the list prices net 
register. Should either sell to the using public at a price 
other than the price fixed by the Association, he may be put 
upon the list prices net register of firms who must not he 
given any discount whatever by any Association manufacturer. 
or factor. Upon the list prices net register are. placed 
not only firms who have sold at less than fixed prices, but 
also all agents for non-Association lamps, all. non-Association 
lamp manufacturers, and various firms who are considered 
not to be bona- fide retailers, e.g., firms who claim to be 
retailers in order to get lainps at trade discount for their own 
use. This list prices net register, which appears to be 
known in the trade as the '' black list," contains the names 
of about 100 firms. 

It will be seen that the prices of electric lamps to the public 
are completely controlled by the Association as regards 
between 90 per cent. and 95 per cent. of the home supply. 
We have now to state that a manufacturer of electric lamps 
who is not а member of the Association has the normal 
channels of the distributing trade in large part closed to him. 
A new firm of lamp manufacturers starting up in business 
and declining to join, or being refused admission to, the 
Association, would have to depend for the bulk of its sales 
on large consumers, such as Government departments, muni- 
cipalities, stores, factories, theatres, hotels, collieries, or rail- 
way companies. If such a firm wished to sell to the general 
public it would have to rely, almost entirely . upon factors 
dealing only in non- Association lamps. or upon very small 
retailers, each of whose total purchases. of lamps amount. to 
less than £70 per annum. 

The position of the non- Association manufacturer is likely 
to be even more difficult in the future than hitherto. by. 
reason of the introduction of the half-watt lamp. No agent, 
likes to admit to hig customers, that he cannot supply the 
latest pattern“ in any line of goods. but since the half. watt 


lamp is at present controlled under Association patents, any ` 


retailer who becomes an ngent for, а non-Association lamp 
cannot procure a half- watt lamp except at “ list prices net. 


and if he ig u retailer ip а fairly large way of business, he 


Thus, the re- 


besides which they have a 


- 
Ф 


all requirements. 


cannot get the preferential discounts on the half-watt and 
other Association lamps unless he binds himself not to stock, 
advertise, or solicit orders for, any non-Association lamp. 
This is no more than a particular’ instance of a general prin- | 
ciple. The lamps made by the leading Association, manu- 
facturers are widely advertised, and every substantial retailer 
must be called upon, by a large proportion of his customers, 
to supply such lamps, but as soon as his turnover in Associa- | 
tion lamps reaches £70 per annum he has a strony cash in- 
ducement to givé the cold shoulder to any lamp made by a 
non-Associatio firm. As regards the sale of lamps to the 
general public, the Association, for; good or for ill, can exclude 
the non-Association manufacturer from all but the fringes of 
the distributing trade. 


. (To be continued.) 
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NEW ELECTRICAL. DEVICES, FITTINGS, 
AND PLANT, © 


Readers are invited to submit 2 of mew or improved * 
devioss and apparatus, whioh will loi published if considered of 
sufficient interest, і 


The Easy-Fix ee Conduit Fittings. 


Every device by which: ‘tha ¢ cost of installing electric wiring 
can be reduced is of value te the industry, and in this respect 
the conduit fittings introduced by the Easv-Fix " FITTINGS . 
Co., of 66, Victoria Street, S. W. I. offer distinct advantages. 
They are designed for. use with switches. ceiling roses, and . 
wall sockets, and dispense , with wood. blocks and their accom- 
panying disadvantages, such. ав, the necessity of cutting them . 
to suit requirements, the loop. of unprotected wire behind 
the block—where it may be in contact with a camp wall— ' 
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Fig. 2. 


Fig..1.—THROUGH 
OUTLET Box. 


Fia. 4.—SwiTCH 
MOUNTED. 


Fic. 5.— U NIVERSAL OUTLUI Box. 
the difficulty of ensuring the earthing of the 'awitch cover, 
Kc. The attachment of accessories ta conduit fittings by 
screws also gives rise to trouble, and offers scope for slovenly 
work. In the ` Easy-Fix " system, as the name implies, 
all these difficulties. are obviated. Fig. 1 shows a through 
outlet box, which, it, will be seen, 1s provided with three 
internal lugs, which engage in slots formed on the wings of 
the special ceiling rose, fig. 2, рг: switch, fig. 3; the latter 
is securely. fixed in place by sckewing ‘on the cover. Which in 
the case of the switch is of metal. and thus earths the exposed 
metal parts to the conduit. without the. use of a special earth- 
ing screw. Fig. 4 is a ghost view of the complete switch in 
place, chowing the method Of locking -1f to the box. Fig. 5 
shows u: universal ' type of outlet box: and other patterns 
are made, but only about half a dozen are required to cover 
The ceiling roses and wall sockets are 
made in accordance with the British Engineering Standards 
Association's specification, and all the fittings are standardised 
as far as possible, the saine boxes serving for roses, brackets, 
rigid pendants, switches, &c. They can be used with апу 


wiring system, suitable devices being provided for the pur- 


pore where necessary, auch as an-earthing. clamp inside tho 
bax for metal-sheathed wire. Thus illustrated are castings, 
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but a line of boxes is in preparation of pressed steel, em- 
bodying the same features, and covered with a white enamelled 
fibre ring which gives them a very neat apearance. By the 
use of the " Basy-Fix " system, it is claimed, a material 
economy is effected on the cost of every outlet. 


| A Mazdalux' Ceiling Unit. 
Tue British THoMsoN-HousTON Co., LID., Mazda House, 


77, Upper Thames Street, E.C.4, has recently introduced a 
very compact ceiling unit (fig. 6). This consists of a metal 


Fig. 6.— MazapLUXx © CEN UNIT. 


direct attach- 


reflector, lampholder_and housing suitable for 
as shown, to 


ment to a ceiling. The upper part is cut away, 
permit the entry of casing, conduit or wires. 


The Hoadley” Current Limiter. * 


Messrs. DRAKE & GORHAM WHOLESALE, LTD., 67, Long Acre, 
W.C.2, have sent us particulars of a current limiting device, 
which. although: not new, has been greatly improved upon 
and re-designed. The main feature of the Hoadley limiter 
(fig. 7) is a coil (4), taking the main current, one end of 
which is connected to the circuit through terminal B, and the 


FIG. 7.—TuE '* HOADLEY " CURRENT LIMITER. 


other end is connected through a tripping arrangement c and 
a mercury switch D to terminal k. Entering the coil is an 
armature F pivoted at G and bearing a striking piece H. When 
the current ‘through: the coil exceeds в. predetermined limit 
the armature is: drawn into the coil, and the striking’ piece 
trips the switch. e which, being rigidly fixed, raises the bar г, 
breaking the circuit, at the mercury cup. The armature is 


immediately released, büt if the current is still excessive the 
and this action goes on until a lamp 


circuit is again ‘broken, 
or lamps are switched. off and the current is reduced. 


A NEW BrittsH Moron.—The sole British agent for the 


motors described in the ErBorRICAL: Rv. of March 19th 


der the above heading is the ENTERPRISE: 7MANUFACTITPRING d уг 80 
Co., Lro., Gun $ | v ish . of bis equipment--and. practice, 1$ 18 said, makes. 


Co., Ltp., Gun Street Electrical "Works, Bishopsgate, BE. I. 


88 & thorough: 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. should forward thew co 


cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Cost of Living in India. : 


It might interest those thinking of accepting з t in 
India to know something about fie Шоо сч of living 
from a woman who has spent some years out here. As to 
the value of the rupee, in spite of the favourable rate of 
exchange, viz.. 28. 9d. to 2s. lld., the purchasing power of 
the rupee is actually down fifty per cent., taken all round. 

In pre-war days a young single assistant engineer in an 
up-country station might reasonably expect to start on from 
Rs. 350 to Rs. 450 per mensem, with the usual free quarters, 
medical attendance, passage out and home, and six months’ 
leave on full pay at the end of, say, five years’ service. 

In the present state of affairs, and possibly for many years 
to come, the above conditions would be quite inadequate if 
a young man hoped to put by a little for his efforts. In 
towns, housing and even hotel accommodation is very dith- 
cult to procure, the former running from Rs. 80 to Rs. 110 
per month for flats, Rs. 150 and over for houses, and the 
latter from Rs. 175 to Rs. 225 per month for a single room. 

To: run your own small establishment on the most econo- 
mical grounds, servants’ wages alone cost approximately 
Rs. 100 per month; even in an hotel vou would have to keep 
a boy and pay him Rs. 30 per month, besides various other 
tips, probably running to. another Rs. 30, if you wished to 
get any attention. 

The married man is at a still greater disadvantage, for a 
conveyance is an absolute necessity. A carriage, horse, and 
groom can be hired in towns for Rs. 190 per month; prc- 
viously the price was Rs. 60. 

If there is a child an ayah 
of Rs. 30. 

If two shared a flat, or three or four formed a chummery, 
the messing bills would run to approximately Rs. 150 per 
head. Clothing is another serious. problem, a drill suit costing 
from Rs. 90 to Rs. 30, and these are required in numbers, 
as the dhobi takes care they do not last you too long. 
A lounge euit costs Rs, S0 to Rs. 120. English boots are 
Rs. 35 per pair; country boots are not worth the purchase. 

I think I have given sufficient general details above, which 
do not include gymkhana and club. subscriptions, &c., and 
would summarise the minimum starting salaries as follows :— 

(a) А single young mechanic, Ru. 450 per month. 

(b) An assistant engineer (unmarried), Rs. 750 per month. 

(c) No responsible position should be accepted under 
Rs. 1,000 per month. | 

It is understood 
given as stated previously ; this is really & most essential 
clause in all agreements. An ordinary box walla, or 
merchant's assistant in a merchant's office will draw his 
Rs. 1,000 per month, plus allowances, and think himself 


badly off. ! 
б Western India. 
February 25th, 1920. 


is a necessity—a further cost 


that the usual free allowances will be 


[We are very much indebted to our correspondent for this 


excellent statement of living conditions in India.—Eps. ЕЕС. 
Rev.) E 


— 


Automatic Switching for Street Lamps. 


It would be interesting to know if automatic clock switches 
have been found satisfactory .for operating street lamps. 
These switches are now being. developed to a considerable 
extent for working gas lamps, which leads to. great economies, 
as lamplighters are not required and .also because the lamps 
can be lighted and shut off at the correct times, whereas with 
lamplighters they must be put on long before dark and shut 
off after daylight to allow for the time that the lamplighter 
uses in going round. 


Clock switches did not get a good name for electric lighting 


purposes in days gone by, but one would like to know if there 
have been improvements since. n 
C. Turnbull. 


Electricity Works, North Shields. 
March 19th, 1920. 


ä —— А 


Wages in Kinemas and, in the Electrical Industry. 


In an article of mine. Electricity and Kinematography, 


which vou published in your issue of Sept. 5th, 1919, I briefly 
dealt with the statug of the kinema, operator. It is interesting 
to note that his position has now become more definite and 
recognised, and that-he has attained unto-a, wage which: would 
bring joy to many & hard-working shift engineer or techHolo- 
gist. Electricity, as I pointed out in. the article, plays an 
important part in picture projection, and it is insisted (and 
rightly) that a chief operator must have had at least ‘two 
ears’ experience. - е — ** do ES 
Y But са two years in an operating-box can hardly be. taken 


tainly gives plenty of time for an operato pertect. AB 
CL. . 


claim to. electrical competence, though it cer, 
r; to get, he bang 


) 


7 


' 
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I have pointed out elsewhere, we have in kinematography 
an outstanding example of co-operating electrical appliances 
and methods which function so well as to require little or no 
skilled attention. Still, in view of the nature of projection 
work, it is necessary to ensure at least 4 modicum of technical 
skill on the part of the operator. 

Not very long ago a kinema operator was lauded in tlie 
Press because he was said to have saved the situation, and 
innumerable lives, when & fire occurred in the operating-box. 
The plain fact of the matter was that no fire should have 
taken place at all; with a skilled (or should I say experienced) 
operator-electrician, the risk of a fire outbreak is so remote 
as to be negligible. 

I call to mind the chief operator of a kinema in a Midland 
town who proudly demonstrated his knowledge of « am's 
Law ( Ho-hem’s Lorr," as he termed it!). " Now," he 
explained. with one amp. and one volt you get a resistance 
of one ohm. You can’t deny that. In my box the juice 
js 70 amps. at 70 volts, so that, bv my reckoning, gives a 
resistance of 70 ohms.“ A logical and plausible argument. 


This man was considered a good chief operator, and he is 


but one of- many who, knowing little or nothing ol the 
theoretical side of their electrical work, yet manage to carry 
on " quite well in practice (thanks to efficient and safe elec- 
trical design). Now this raises an important issue: If, with 
a superficial technical knowledge and a job which does not 
demand skill of a high order, а kinema operator can clann 
the respectable wage of £5 per week, isn't it time the elec- 
trical industry woke up to the fact that many of its highly- 
skilled workers are receiving shamefully low pay in com- 
parison? Of course, the kinema operator has realised the 
deadly power of combination. Yet his work, after all, is 
only for entertainment purposes (admittedly useful), while 
the electrical industry is playing a most important and ever 
broadening part in the productive life of the community. 


Verbum sap. 
G. E. Moore. 
London, N., March And, 1920. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
j (NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Serron-Jones, O'DerL AND 
TEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. I. 


6.939. Electric valve or lamp relay and intervalve transtor nie.“ G. A. 
Maruiev. March Rth. 

6.946. Sparking plugs." F. A. L. Jonuwsow. March &th. 

6,971. ‘Sparking plug." G. C. Атев. March Rih. 

6,974. * Wireless telegraphy or telephony." O. TnogNvcRorr.. March Sith. 

6,977. '' Subscribers! instruments for (telephone systems," E. A. 
PrriTHORY апі Siemens Bros. & Со. March th. 

6.980. Electric heaters." Н. W. Succtvas. March. Mh. 

6.988. Telephone transmitters." MiESSNER. O ÎNVENTIONS CORPORATION, 
March &h. (United States, March I2th, 1919.) 

6.990. Sound-reproducers for  talking-machines, 
Paterson. March 8th. k 

6,38. ©“ klectro-therapeutic plates.“ S. Роктьк, March В. 

7,003. Detection signals." E. E. and S. P. Mansa. March Nth. 

7.004. Thermal circuit closer. H. FaiRBROrHER (Н. Sieben). March 8th. 

7. U 0. Electric heater." P. J. H. BreRNAkRb. March м, 

7.023. Storage electric batteries.” W. E. Номахо and L. J. PEARSON. 
March 8th. (United States, September Sth, 1913.) 

7,024. Storage electric. batteries and separators for elements thereof.” 
W. E. Horano and J. M. SKIN SER. March 8th. (United. States, May 17th, 
1919.) 

7,038. *'' Electric circuit. breakers, &c."" J. Hatt. March 8th. 

7,039. '''Lime-lag devices." J. Hace. March Rth. 

7,046. ''Remagnetising device.“ G. A. Fotis. 
States, March Win, 1918.) 

7.063. "' 1elegraph printing systems." AUTOMATIC ‘TettrHong MANUFAC- 
TUKING Co., H. H. Hakrison and S. R. Ѕмітн. March Hih. 

7,084. '' Key and receiving gear for wireless telegraphy." 
March 9th. 

7.032. '' Method of using electric lamps to illuminate heated, &c., cham- 
bers.“ A. W. BR DES. March п. 

7.099. Detachable sparking plug." L. Welts. March 9th. 


telephones, &.“ E. 


March 8th. (United 


J. SwiNBOURNE. 


7. 106. junction box for electhic wiring seems.“ J. C. Wane. 
March 9th. 
7.109. Device for packing and carrying Marconi bulbs." А. Ау. 


March 9th. 

7,140. Electric targets," P. Errnics, March. Sth. 

7.112 “Systems of electric ship propulsion." Вии Тномхох-Носьлом 
Co. (General Electric Co., U. S. A.). March 9th. 

7,147. Electric storage batteries or accumulators.” G. R. N. NIINc In 
and THe Ркітснетт AND GOLD ахо Exvectrica Ромък Storace Со. March Sth. 

7.100. “ Miners’ safety, &., electric hand lamps." G. Огонам, J. Ошр- 
HAM, O. Огонам, and O_puam & Sox. March 9th, 

7.103. ‘ Automatic switch for electric heating appliances.” B. G. C. 
STEPHENS. March 9th. 

7,176. Electron-releasing devices." J. E. LILIENST IA Db. March 9th. (Ger- 
many, December 12th, 1919.) 

7,199. Guiding devices for trolleys of electric tramway, &c., vehicles.’ 
R. N. Bnap.Ev and A. E. MI LIN: rox. March 10th. 

7.210. Electric heaters." W. Marries. March 10th, 

7.224. Cord-grips for electric lamp holders.“ V. Hovr. Match 10th. 

7.235. Magneto-electric ignition apparatus.” Н. G. C. FAIRWEATHER 
(Aktiebolaget Svenska Elektromagneter). March 10th. 

7.255. Electric-starting apparatus." Н. G. Ахоке. March 10th. 

7.256. Thermionic tubes for wireless transmission systems.“ S. Brypon, 
A. G. T. Cusins, S. Joussos and J. H. Wüurrrakrg-SwiNTON, March 10th. 

7.266. '' Reflectors fer lamps, &.  BENJAMIN. Evectric, Lro., and G. Cawr. 
выт. March 10th. 

7,280, *' Deflagration apparatus for testing the electrostatic rigidity of in. 
aulating materlals.“ A. K. Marruis, March Ith. 

7.986. '" Telephone fittings." М. Н. Srexcer, March 10. 

7.942. '" Pletricaliv-operated illuminated. advartighig, &c., sipas." A. ©, 
Eirg&iOw, March ИН, 


7.946. Circuit interrupters.” Бирди Tuossox-Hovaray Co, (General Бесе 


tric Co. V. S. .). Mareh ИШ, 


7.348. Electric switches." BRtrisn THomson-Houston Co. (General Electric 
Co., V. S. A.). March llth. 

„ Grill for gas and electric cooking stove.“ H. II. Bracu. March 
ч I 

7.363. Generation, transmission, or distribution of electricity." FERRANTI, 
Іло., W. Н. Hanstocx, H. Hawkins and A. H. Hices. March llth. 

7,965. '' Safety device for electric generators." SIEMENS-SCHUCKERTWERKE., . 
March. 11th... (Germany, October 23rd, 1918.) 

7.377. Aerials for wireless signalling." T. L. EckERsLEv. March llth. 

7.78. Electrodes for electric welding." J. H. Paterson and PREMIER 
E. et Weeping Со. March иһ. 

7.86. Slorage battery locomotives.” МАКСНА Storace Battery Loco- 
MOTIVE Co. March IIth. Conited States, August 315, 1918.) І 

£401. “Sparking plugs." J. E. Barrow. March 12th. 

7.431. Device for winding armature coils." J. A. Ерику. March 12th. 

7.452. Electric-signalling apparatus." J. L. Major and F. S. S. Wares. 
Mirch 12th. 

7.54. Electric relays," M. D. Dimitrievitcn. March 12th. 

7.457. Method of carrying or storing electric-light bulbs.” 
March 12th. 

4. 8. Telephone receivers." M. Barrasrorp, March 12th. 

7.490. '' Electric. signalling systems.” F. ©. Bre, W. C. Davey and 
Niek MN TeLernosy & ELECTRIC Co. March 12th. 

7.503. Electric signals.“ P. II. Pupumyre. March Т. 

7.504. Producing low-frequency varying current. or voltage by thermionse 
E circuits.“ W. A. ArprLETON, S. H. Lono and A. K. MacxoRIB. March 
th. 

7.517. Ignition devices for internal combustion engines, &c." D. К. 
DossoN and W. Pickakp. March Igth. | 

7.523. Switches for eleccric signalling systems. R. Beint and H. F. 
RIIreEHLII. March 13th. 

7.512. Switch and fuse contacts.’ 
Co. and J. F. Warsov. March 13th. 

7.544. Electric starting and regulating switches.’ 
1°. J. SIN TOS & Co. March 13th. 

7.51. Systems of electric motor control." 
Co. (General Electric Co:, U. S. K). March 13th. 

7.573. Galvanometers.” J. Rippek und TELEGRAPH CoNSIRUCTION. & 
Maintenance CO. March 13th. 


A. AsiLEY. 


, 


CALLENDL.K S. CARLE & Construction 
9 


C. J. MARGERISON and 


BRITISH “Fnomsox-Hovuston 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1914. 


11.657. INDICATING ARRANGEMENTS FOR ELECTRICITY SUPPLY SYSIEMS, A. J. J. 
M.rguerond and R. F. J. D. Du Rousset. May АҺ, 1914. 


1916. 
16,862. CONNECTION FOR ELECTRIC LEADS. P. Clerget and Soc. Clerget Blin, 
et Cie. November 24th, 1916. (138,940.) 


ов, 

276. ELECTRIC SWITCH FOR USE WITH BURGLAR ALARMS. G. Nissen. January 
dth, 1919. (158,957) ; 

1.259. ARRANGEMENT FOR INDICATING OR UTILISING VIBRATORY MOVEMENTS ӨР 
AMPLITUDES INSUFFICIENT TO EFFECT JHE OPENING OR CLOSING ОЕ AN ELECTRIC 
CIRCUIT OR TO GIVE A VISUAL. INDICATION. Automatic Telephone Manufacturing 
to. and S. R. Smith. January 17th, 1919. (135,966.) 

1371. Evectro-pcatine. C. A. Bolton. January ifth, 1919. (138,967) 

1,470. SIGNALLING SYSTEMS FOR USE IN MINES AND FOR SIMILAR PURPOSES. 
Sterling Telephone. & Electric Co., F. G. Bell and W. €. Davey. January 
2Uih, 1519. (1.8.9 8.) 

1.682. APPARATUS FOR ELECTRICALLY TESTING MAGNETOS AND THE LIKE. A. 
Hewlett. January 23rd, 1919. (148,270,) 

2.289. AePARVIUS FOR DISCOVERING AND DETERMINING ELECTRICALLY THE LOCA- 
HON OF VEINS OF ORE OR MINERAL. H. T. F. Lundberg and H. J. H. 
Nathorst. July 8th, 1918. (129,621.) 

2.542. SUPPORTING MEANS FOR. LIGHT-DIFFUSING SHADES ON ELECTRIC LAMPS, 
C. H. Kitching. February Ist, 1919. (138,980.) 

4,407. Evectric switches. Cable Accessories Co., F. Н. 
Crawford. February 12th, 1919. (138,987.) 

7.244. AUTOMATIC OR SEMI-AUTOMATIC. TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. Automatic Tele- 
phone Manufacturing Co. and H. M. Friendly. February 20th, 1919. (139.000) 

4.386. ELECTRIC STORAGE BATTERIES. London Battery Co. and E. W. Clarke. 
February 21м, 1919. (139,001.) 

4.459. ELECTRICAL SIGNALLING SYSTEMS SUCH AS ARE USED IN. MINES, Auto- 
matic Telephone Manufacturing Со. and H. Green. February And. 1919. 
(139,003.) 

4,4060. ELFCTRICAL SIGNALLING SYSTEMS SUCH AN АКЕ USED IN. MINES. Auto- 
matic Telephone Manufacturing Co. and H. Green, February 22nd; 1919. 
139.004.) 

5.929. ELECTRIC SWITCHES. Electric, Ltd. July 3rd. 1918. 
(129.254.) 

6,864. PROTECTIVE DEVICES FOR ELECTRIC CIRCUITS. British Thomson- Houston 
Co. (General Electric Co., U.S. 40. March 19th, 1919. (139,082.) 

7.288. Evectromotor. W. R. Sykes Interlocking Signal Co. and К. W. 
Tarrant. March 24th, 1919. (139,038.) 

7,830. QUARTZ MERCURY VAPOUR LAMPS. H. April 24th, 19%. 
(120.944.) 

8.601. ELECTRICAL RELAYS OR CONTACT-MAKERS FOR MINE SIGNALLING APPARATUS 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. J. R. L. Allott and E. Dean. April oth, 1919. 
139.005.) 

9205. ELEC tu ruses. II. J. Abbott. April Hb, 1913. (139.061) 

10.220. MEANS FOR VENTILATING DYNAMO-EcECrRIC MACHINES. W. Hoh and 
Brolt, Lid. pril 24th, 1919. (139,066.) 

12,989. ELECTRIC WELDING ТОКО. H. F. Kuntzmann. May 19th, 1913 
(139,078.) 

13,998. COVERS TO ELECTRIC SWITCHES, BELL PUSHES, WALL PLUGS, SOCKETS 
AND IHE LIKE. J. A. Bower. June 2nd, 1919. (139,085.) 

14.062. ELECTRIC HEATERS FOR IRONING, COOKING, 
APPARATUS. P. P. Meunicr. June 4th, 1918. (127,626.) 

14.110. ELECTRIC switcues. A. P. Rutherford. June 4th, 1919. (139,087.) 

17.427. ELECTRIC Li.nTERS. B. L. Dechelle. July 12th. 1918. (129,653.) 

18,301. AUTOMATIC OR SEMI-AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. Automatic Tele- 
phone Manufacturing Co. November 4th, 1918. (134.812.) 

20.116. THermMostits. W. J. Mellersh-Jackson (Cutler-Hammer Manufac- 
turing Co.). January ist, 1919. (Divided application on 1.71/19.) 


Reeves and A. 


Beniamin 


George. 


HEATING, AND LIKE 


(139.111.) 


23.811. Device FOR TESTING А PERSON'S STEADINESS OF HAND AND ACCURACY 
or мм. Ricbe-Kugellager-ind Werkzeugfabrik Ges. (in liquidation). Novem- 
der 6th, 1918. (134,521.) 

24.836. ELECTRIC PLUG COUPLING, O. Kessler and W. P. Hammond. Octo- 
ber 10th, 1919. (139,128) 

24.927. ELECTRICAL DRIVING MEANS FOR PHONOGRAPHS OR THE LIKE. J. Russ 
nnd F. J. Russ. September ler, 1917. (133.715.) . 

49,404. ELI TI switches, У, E. Joyce and Park Royal Engineering 
Works, May @8th, 1919, (Divided applheation on 13.453,19.) (139.135. 

09.449, AULIBLR AND VISUAL KIGNALE AN ОЕЕО FOR MININGRHAPT KIGNALA AND 
тик Linu, W. O. Vieary. November Buth, 1919. (139,130) 

90.070, AUTOMATIC TRELRPHONR® systeMS. D. $, НИЙ, December 8th, 1917, . 
(Divided gpplication on 181,474.) (190,817) . 
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LITHOLITE 
INSULATORS, Ltd. 


86 —57, Hackney Greve, London, E. 8. 
Phone and Telegrams: Dalston, 699, London. 
FIREPROOF AND OTHER GRADES. 

ESTABLISHED NEARLY 20 YEARS. 
ELECTRIC INSULATION, 
NON-HYGROSCOPIC. 


SHEET FIREPROOF. 
MOULDINGS. "Phone: 


THE SILUMINITE Southall 


INSULATOR Co.,Ltd., 
The Green, Southall, Middlesex. 
Beo Large Advt. every alternate week. 


FERGUSON, 
PAILIN, 
LIMITED, 


MANCHESTER. 
Tel.: 330 Openshaw. 


INSTRUMENTS, CIRCUIT-BREAKERS, 
AUTO-CUT-IN & CUT-OUTS. 


= Record Electrical Co., 3 


BROADHEATH. MANCHESTER. 
TELEPHONE: 164 ALTRINCHAM 


BROOK 
ONE, TWO and THREE-PHASE 
MOTORS. 
See Sup. 46 


SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST F. MOY, LTD., 


Madufacturing Electrical Engineers and 
Government Contractors, 


GREENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 


NEW DISTRIBUTION BOXES. 


THE CANTIE PATENT FUSE WILL 
CLEAR A “DEAD SHORT.” 


ALL CONNECTIONS FROM FRONT. 


THE CANTIE SWITCH CO. LTD. 
67, MOUNT ST. NOTTINGHAM. 


™ SAXONIA 


ELECTRICAL WIRE CO., LTD., 


ALWAYS GREENWICH, S.E. 


ALL BRITISH 


FLEXIBLE CABLES. 


CHURTON КУ 


X and РО үрћҮ 


e MOTORS. 


Y. HARDING CHURTON & CO., LTD., 
Atlas Works, Water Lane, LEEDS. 


SKATOSKALO 
BOILER SCALING TOOLS. 


9, Westfield Road, BIRMINGHAM. 
Bee Advertisement last week, page xxxvii. 


“EMPIRE” 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL 
Pumps, Compressors, Machine Tools. 
ELECTRIC CONTROL. LIMITED, GLASGOW. 


WESTERN-ELECTRIC 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Norfolk House, Victoria Embankment, W.C. 2 
Works: NORTH WOOLWICH, LONDON, E. 


TELEPHONES & CABLES. 


See Advertisement this week, Sup. 48. 


CONNOLLY'S (BLACKLEY), Ls. 
for 
WIRES AND CABLES. 
Bee Advertisement last week, p. Ш, 


STEEPLEJACKS 


— Chimneys Е == 
чала зене wal Bonded 


The CHIMNEY CONSTRUCTION and 
BOILER SETTIN 


Co., Ltd., 
7, Princes Street, Westminster, S.W. 1. 
Telephone : Telegrams : 
Chetoria 6481. Chim boseta, Phone. London. 


METER DIALS, 


Switchboard Labels, Name Plates, In- 

struction and Address Plates, Adver- 

tising Novelties, Club Badges, Checks, 

Tokens, Blanks, Die Stampings, en 
Tools, Punch 


RELIANCE '* 
JULIUS SAX 


CHISWICK. 


ACCESSORIES. 


Over 50 years’ experience. 


Making the commercially 
impossible — 
possible — See page xv. 


MOTORS. * DYNAMOS. 
VICTORIA DYNAMO & MOTOR 00. 


CRAVEN HOUSE, 


Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 
Phone: Gerrard 1245. 


FU LLER'S UNITED ELECTRIC 
m WORKS; LIMITED, 

ACCUMULATORS _ * BATTERIES 

WIRES & CABLES CARBONS, &c. 


WORKS: CHADWELL HEATH, ESSEX. 
General Sales Offices : 
ЮОЕЗІ Han HOUSE, Caxton St., Westminster. 
‘Grams : Blochat, Vic. London,’ Phone : Victoria 6863-4 
MAVOR & COULSON, Ltd., 


GLASGOW. 
MOTORS, DYNAMOS, 
SWITCHGEAR. 

THE 
BRITISH 
ALUMINIUM 
э COMPANY, LD., 
109, Queen 
Victoria St., 

Bea large Advt, 23/4/22. LONDON, E.C. 


THERMIT, LIMITED, 


(Proprietors: NOBEL'S EXPLOSIVES СО. 
LTD.. GLASGOW, 


676, Commercial Road, 
LONDON, E. 14. 

'Phone : Grame : 
EAST 4157. % FULMEN,’ PHONE LONDON." 


SCIENTIFIC CONTROL 


of Steam and Coal Consumption 


ACCURATELY ACCOM PLISHED 


THE LEA RECORDER С0:, LTD., 
28, Deansgate, Manchester. 


м. E. M. 


Ironclad Switch 


Write to :— 
Midland 
Electric Mfg., Co. 
Ltd. Barford Street, 
BIRMINGHAM. | 


Advertisement Index, see page xxviii. 
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VERTICAL ENCLOSED WESTOOL 
| HIGH SPEED | PORTABLE ELECTRIC 
[STEAM ENGINES. 


Simple and 
Compound. 


THE 
WESTOOL 


No. 3 
DRILLING SET. t 


For Direct Coupling to Dynamos, Fans, 


ps, &c ^ 
For Ship Lighting and Industrial Works ATA 8 
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THE TRANSPORT PROBLEM. 


DURING, last week several important events took place 
bearing directly upon the transport problem, both as it 
affects London ard as it affects the whole country. It is 
gratifying to observe that this question is now receiving 
the attention that is its due, but which it never could gain 
until it was forced upon the notice of the public by touching 
their most sensitive spot—their pockets. We have pre- 
viously remarked that the average man is reluctant to pay 
for transport service; hence the demand:of the London Rail- 
way Companies for power to increase their charges, backed 
up With proofs that otherwise they cannot continue solvent, 
has brought the facts home to him with unpleasant 
emphasis. As Sir Eric Geddes said in his presidential 
address to the new-born Institute of Transport last week : 
“ Tbe State is faced with this: Under pre-war conditions cf 
revenue, no one single transportation agency can continue 
to exist. And yet their healthy existence and development 
are vital to the State. And at long last the public are 
coming to understand this." “ Тһе interests of the com- 
munity and the interests of the transport agencies are опе,” 

Sir Eric dealt with the subject of transport in relation to 
the State, and showed that State control was indispensable 
though he avoided any direct discussion of the policy of 
State ownership; State control, however, necessarily 
involves a national guarantee that private capital shall 
receive a fair return, while it demands that the transport 
service shall be improved to the utmost, and that devastating 
disputes with Labour shall not occur. In order to provide 
the information required for these purposes, he laid great 
stress on the necessity of securing accurate comparative 
statistics and data from the operating companies, and fore- 
shadowed legislation to that end. One passage in his 
address seems rather ominous—namely, that in which he 
invites the new Institute to act as umpire ” in the battle 
between alternating and direct current, in connection with 
the impending “ great extensions of the application of elec- 
tricity to railway traction.” From past experience, we 
know only too well the harmful results of а “ battle of 
this kind, and we sincerely trust that every effort will be 
made to arrive at a definite decision without embarking on 
a protracted controversy. 

We fear that the appointment of a Transport Advisory 
Committee last week to consider whether and what regula- 
tions should be made for the electrification of railways in 
respect of interchange of traffic, uniformity of system, «c., 
beare only too close a resemblance to the inauguration of 
the contemplated battle. These (‘ommittees! We know 
them well. They possess unlimited powers and possi- 
bilities of delaying progress ; they meet cnce a mcnth, and 
take a year to collect evidence, and another year to make up 
their minds—and then their advice is not adopted. We 
must make an exception, however, in the case of the 
Advisory Committee on London Traffic, which published ity 
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Report also last week. This Committee, under the guid- 
ance of a man of “ push and go," has accomplished its task 
with comparative celerity, and has arrived at no uncertain 
decision. Its recommendations are admirable—above all, 
that which calls for the appointment of a supreme traffic 
authority for London, consisting of three members, giving 
their whole time to their work, and invested with the 
necessary powers by the Ministry of Transport. These are 
the fundamental conditions which must be fulfilled to 
secure resulte, and to secure them quickly. Volun- 
tary unpaid Committees, of which we have so 
many that hardly anyone has escaped being put 
on one or other, are ineffective and futile so far as 
administration is concerned ; if control is nécessary, let it be 
in the hands of a whole-time body of the least possible 
number of men, with full authority. Then we shall get 
things done. There is nc work so inefficient as work 
that is not paid for. The exceptions only prove this rule. 

The need for a supreme authority for London traffic has 
been 80 often pointed out by Commissions of Inquiry, and 
we have 80 consistently endorsed the demand, that we need 
say little further on this point; we hope that Sir Eric 
Geddes, who has already shown a willingness to be guided 
by advice, will lose no time before he calls this authority 
into being. 

In the meantime, the case of the London Electric Rail- 
ways ‘brooks no delay; it cannot wait for the Authority, 
and Parliament is, therefore, dealing with it. We are 
pleased to see that the House of Commons has bowed 
before the facts, and that the opposition of the London 
M.P.’s to the Bill has been withdrawn. As Mr. J. Н. 
Thomas most rightly pointed out, here was a case where 
enfployers and employed were in absolute concord—and 
promptly people declared that it was an unholy alliance 
against the public! The prospect before the Whitley 
Councils would be poor indeed if this were the general 
attitude towards their conciliation schemes. 


Yes! Another Committee—as though 
we had not had enough already! And what 
| do we want to know now? Answer: 
How to increase production! To help us to increase our 
production of manufactured goods, let us then first increase 
our production of Government-appointed Committees. The 
exact terms of reference shall be these: To consider and 
advise as to the best means of securing the greatest possible 
production consistent with the permanent well-being of 
‚ industry and of the employers and the workpeople engaged 
therein.” We have had discussions and conferences, com- 
mittees and leagues, and what not, for the promotion of 
industrial harmony, but they have not brought an end to 
industrial unrest, which is the root-cause of low production. 
We have had elaborate movements in favour of Whitley 
Committees, which we thought would prevent disaffec- 
tion by removing the causes thereof before they had time to 
develop. Yet these and Industrial Courts are found to be 
insufficient. We have had agitations for nationalisation 
engineered by those who contend that if we remove the 
obnoxious system of private ownership and let men work for 
the State. every man will feel in honour bound to give his 
best for the common good. But to many this is so thoroughly 
proved to be fallacious that they see in nationalisation a 
sure and certain measure for reducing, rather than 
increasing, production. We have had investigations of 
co-partnership proposals, but again and again they have 
heen treated with scorn and derision. ‘The nearest we have 
got to anything which appears to be a practical proposal for 
Securing increased output is payment by results. Many 
men are making a good thing for themselves along such 
lines, and we doubt whether this new Committee will offer 
any better recommendation. An awakened conscience 
throughout the nation, securing to Capital and Labour alike 
a fair and reasonable share in the results of their efforts and 
abilities, would alone accomplish much ; education regarding 
economic and industrial questions might remove ignorance 


Another 
Committee ? 


which confirms men in the belief that they are doing well 
by their fellows in not working too hard, but education may 
fail to awaken a conscience. Let us have a committee 
therefore, take evidence, make recommendations, and hope 
that somebody will read the evidence and follow out the 
recommendations. We will save Old England’s industries 
then by just one more committee. If it should happen that 
we do not succeed, we shall at least have one more and 
better way open—we can appoint yet another! By that 
time—. 


T | ONE of the greatest oversea under- 
оса takings established by German financial 
пе . : 

Electricity Works, interests is now proposed to be transferred 

to foreign ownership. We refer to the 
German Transmarine Electricity Co., of Berlin, which owns 
extensive supply works at Buenos Ayres, and is also con- 
cerned with supply works and tramways in other parts of 
South America. The development of the company’s activity 
in pre-war years was such that а sum of from 15,000,000 
marks to 30,000,000 marks in gold was required almost 
every year to keep pace with the progress made. Owing, 
however, to the dene latio of German currency, it is 
considered that it would be impossible, even if it were 
desirable in the national interest, to raise such large amounts 
in the German market for foreign investments in the future. 
Under these circumstances, the situation of the German 
Transmarine Electricity Co. (D.U.E.G.) would remain 
Stationary unless & way out of the difficulty were found 
dra would permit of the future development of the under- 
taking. 

According to reports in circulation in Germany, various 
foreign interests have sought to obtain possession of the 
company’s undertaking in recent months, but the suggestions 
made in this respect failed to meet with the approval of 
the directors. Now, however, it is stated that a provisional 
arrangement, which has the prospect of becoming definite, 
has been entered into with a Spanish-international group 
which is to form a company, to be domiciled in 
Madrid, to take over the German company’s assets 
in exchange for interest-bearing bonds and A shares in the 
Spanish currency. It is proposed, for instance, to allot for 
each German ordinary share interest bonds for 1,500 
pesetas and 500 pesetas in A shares. The bonds are to 
receive out of the protits of the undertaking interest of up 
to 6 per cent., with cumulative rights for five years ; whilst 
on the A shares will devolve one-half of the profite realised 
in excess of 6 per cent., and the other half will be retaincd 
by the Spanish company. The latter will provide the 
funds for the redemption of the preference shares in the 
Germany company at the price of 150 per cent., and of the 
loans issued by the latter, and will also raise the consider- 
able amount of fresh capital which will be required for the 
future development of the undertaking. 

The prospective transfer of the undertaking to foreign 
control i$ regretted in German industrial circles, although it 
is considered desirable to obtain securities which have a 
market abroad, and could be of advantage in the provision 
of foreign exchange. As far as the capital is concerned, the 
ordinary shares amounted to 120,000,000 marks, and they 
were recently quoted in Switzerland at 60 per cent. of their 
nominal value. The preference shares total 30,000,000 
marks, and are redeemable at 110 per cent., whereas the 
Spanish offer comprises purchase at the price of 150 per 
cent., so that the holders of these shares stand to gain the 
most. In addition, the loan capital of the German com- 
pany exceeds 105,000,000 marks. The holders of ordinary 
shares who have received no dividend since the end of 1916 
will be sacrificing one-half of their prospects of profits by 
accepting 6 per cent. bonds, but, on the other hand, they 
have the right to 50 per cent. of the surplus remaining 
after the payment of the 6 percent. It appears that at least 
one-third of the ordinary capital has been purchased in 
recent, months for foreign account, chiefly Switzerland, and 
Swiss interests have sought to secure control over the 
undertaking, but the offers made are said to have been less 
favourable to the Germans than those put forward by the 
Spanish group, as above mentioned. 
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. IMPROVISATION: AND SOME ACTIVE-SERVICE REMINISCENCES. 


By G. E. MOORE. 


In primitive life the faculty of invention or impro- 
visation may be found in its essential. Pre-historic 
man discovered, by some process of reasoning or bitter 
experience, that a stone could be extemporised into an 
effective weapon. And he also found that the stone 
could be used as a tool. By subsequent expedients, 
through many years, the stone evolved into & much 
more efficient weapon or tool—until eventually it be- 
came the medium for still more effective substitutes. 

The so-called lodestone is a particularly good example 
of a natural object being utilised with practically no 
modification. Some heathen Chinee of an inventor 
was not slow to realise its utility. 

In the case of the simple stone an ordinary object 
was utilised first in its natural state, and later modified 
and improved. And looking back on the evolution of 
the stone, and, indeed, that of industry, all succeeding 
steps appear as а series of expedients, of improvisa- 
tions, of progressive modifications—all impelled and 
stimulated by human wants and ambitions. 

The impromptu-spirit does not seem to be encouraged 
very much in young folk nowadays. Ready-made toy 
devices of all kinds are on the market; although these 
are certainly an aid to ingenuity they can hardly be 
so effective as regards latent inventiveness, pride in 
achievement, and teaching any principles involved. The 
writer remembers some of his own early and rather 
pathetic experiments with extemporised odds and ends. 
Do boys still try to make frictional electric machines 
out of old whisky bottles, and wait under arc-lamp 
atandards to beg carbon stumps for their home-made 
tomato-tin cells! 

Jules Verne always credited his heroes with an extra- 
ordinary and unfailing skill in improvising. In the 
present epidemic of novels and film-dramas of the 
uninhabited island type, neither heroes nor heroines 
set about the provision of, say, a generating station and 
electric lighting, heating, and other devices out of 
“nothing.” But perhaps that sort of stuff would be 
unacceptable. Surely this points to a general lack of 
electrical knowledge and of the handyman ability 
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The great war was the cause of what may be termed 
& wave of improvisation. 
ticulars utterly transformed. In the case of the Ex- 
peditionary Forces the need for improvising was of a 
much more pressing and primal nature—indeed, in 
many ways, life at the Front constituted the biggest 
lapse into the simple life ever experienced. The work 
of field companies of the Royal Engineers called for a 
considerable amount of improvisation, but apart from 
that there was a general incentive. towards extem- 
porising. 

Was not the dug-out but an impromptu form of 
dwelling? And in the first gas attack in 1915, was it 
not a fortunate expedient thought of and acted on, on 
the spur of the moment, which saved the situation? 


There is no doubt that during the first stages of 


the war the need for improvising was felt far more 
by our Army than that of the enemy, in view 
of the latter’s thorough preparedness. 


Britain was in many par- 


Fortunately, | 


Tommy, whether of the old or new type, was not 
found wanting--look at the uses to which the tin 
hat was put, the biscuit-tin huts, and so forth. A 
book, or many books, could be written on this aspect 
of the war alone. | 

Many a linesman cursed that failing of the infantry 
(and especially the Portuguese), which oft-times meant 
that ‘‘‘ Dis’ on such-and-such a line’’ was caused by 
somebody purloining a length of wire. It was diffi- 
cult to cut, and the steel strands hardly improved a 
knife, but it was very useful for all manner of things. 

In the technical corps improvisation of a specialised 
form was called for. In many cases, tools and materials 
might be conspicuous by their absence or painfully in- 
sufficient, and great difficulty would often be experienced 
in obtaining stores. You might, for example, urgently 
require a certain substance, and you would accordingly 
indent for 1 lb. of it. After the inevitable circumlocu- - 
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tion, either of two things might happen: You would 
receive nothing at all, or you might get 1 ewt. of the 
required substance. 

A few months ago the Tucker microphone, а war 
invention, was examined by the Royal Commission on 
Awards to Inventors." The idea underlying the micro- 
phone was not new; Dr. Eccles had made a hot-wire 
microphone before the war, and quite recently Prof. 
MeGregor-Morris introduced an anemometer which de- 
pends on the same principle. The Tucker microphone 
was adapted to sound-ranging, and the experiments 
were carried out at the Front in the shell zone (research 
work which was noteworthy if only for that), the origi- 
nal microphones being crude but efficient improvisations 
of oil drums, hot-wires, and Wheatstone bridges. 

The writer now proposes to describe a few gadgets 
more or less improvised on active service. It is to be 
regretted that many much more interesting electrical 
devices—examples of improvisation at the Front—must, 
on account of their military nature, remain unrecorded. 

One instance the writer will always look back to with 
amusement. During several winter months he and a 
few others occupied a barn known as Windy Manor“ 
—why it was so named can be guessed! No candle 
could ever hope to survive many minutes on a windy 
night, and it was decided to light the barn electrically. 
A captured 12-volt accumulator (somewhat sulphated), 
some scraps of cable and bare wire, and one or two 
battered lampholders helped the 2-way intermediate 
installation. The only lamps forthcoming were broken 
100-v. metallic-filament ones. These were mended in 
the classic manner, and those which were persuaded to 
give a respectable light on 12 volts were retained. Even 
these flickered sometimes! Later, it was difficult to get 
volunteers to carry the accumulator to and from the 
generating station (a portable Austin set), which was 
a considerable distance away. 

In instrument repair work a considerable amount of 
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soldering ol a fine nature was necessary, and the writer 
was asked to convert a light ''iron"' for electrical 
heating. A rough bobbin of metal was fitted on the 
stalk (fig. 1, a), and on this, with suitable layers of 
thin mica, the heating element was wound. The wire 
was of an alloy similar to constantan, of 18 s. w. O. (.048 
inch nowadays!), and attained dull red heat with a 
current of about 2] amps. (A large-capacity battery 
of Edison cells, 12 volts, was available.) Over the wind- 
ings а layer of asbestos engine packing was placed. The 
heating wires were joined to flexible leads. Time taken 
to heat up, 3 minutes. 

Crude though the iron was, it remained in almost 
daily use for over nine months, and it was still on active 
service when the armistice was declared. All ranka, 
including technical officers and visiting “ brass-hats,’’ 
regarded the little electric iron with an astonishment 
that was both laughable and flattering. One or two 
officers, who ought to have known better, were very 
sceptical concerning the conversion. 

Later, another iron, and a much larger one, were 
also converted; in the latter the heating wires were 
laid in two specially-cut linear slots in the. copper bit 
(fig. 1, в). Naturally, this method is the most efficient, 
inasmuch as the heat is produced where it is wanted, 
and conduction troubles are obviated. The iron in 
question took about 75 watts, and heated up in 4] 
minutes. 

Like the other smaller irons it never required a new 
heating element (fortunately !), and was in demand for 
several months. Sometimes it was left ‘‘on’’ for seve- 
ral hours by careless users. One such occasion was 
memorable. A coat was flung over the unnoticed iron, 
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and when the owner returned two hours later he was 
puzzled to find that his coat had vanished. A prolonged 
search made him no wiser. Suddenly he noticed that 
the iron was covered with black ashes, and when he had 
recovered a sooty cigarette-case from these he realised 
what had happened. 

These irons were by no means works of art, but they 
served their purpose very well. In connection with 
them the writer.came to the same conclusions as Mr. 
C. Turnbull, who has recently contended in these 
columns that the bits and stalks of electric soldering 
irons should be in one piece.* 

Another heater device was in the form of a ''cigar- 
lighter ” (fig. 2)—pipes and cigarettes not being barred. 
This was a mere luxury, of course, but in view of the 
match scarcity, very welcome. Thin resistance wire 
served as the heater, and in series with it was a length 
of thicker wire. The latter was placed inside a bottle, 
and the heater on the stopper. On the 12-volt circuit 
the lighter took about one ampere. 

One day an officer of high rank appeared on the 
scene; during his four d'inspection he found himself 
minus matches, and the cigar-lighter was handed to 


* Exec. Rev., September 5th, 1919. 


him. The astonishment with which he examined and 
applied the weird thing was very diverting, and it is 
certain that he regarded the lighter as probably the 
outstanding feature of his visit. 

A surprising amount of heat was given out by the 
series resistance, and the cigar-lighter was more in 
demand for cold hands than it was for its legitimate 
purpose. This unexpected quality led to its disappear- 
ance, for it was afterwards found being used to warm 
the bed of a ''billet." This is a startling example of 
improvisation—not every cigar-lighter can be turned 
into a bed-warmer at will. 

Soon after the armistice a general slackening-off of 
work took place in those units which did not advance 
into Germany. It was decided by the writer and a 
friend that local concerts should be blessed with a lime- 
light equipment. Current was available, but very little 
else. 

The most awkward proposition was the arc-lamp. 
With a few tools, odd terminals, scraps of metal, &c., 
and an enormous expenditure of energy, the handsome- 
looking apparatus shown in fig. 3 came into being. 
The makers were able to verify the dictum (attributed 
to Edison) that invention equals 10 per cent. inspira- 
tion plus 90 per cent. perspiration | 

A petrol tin was then adapted to house the arc-lamp. 
A large convex lens was fortunately forthcoming, and 
the whole was fitted on a disused theodolite stand. There 
now remained the provision of a series resistance, as 
the pressure was in the region of 150 volts, and a 
“© water rheostat was made. Two more petrol tins 
were requisitioned, opened up, fitted in a wooden con- 
tainer, insulated with cleats, and given a couple of 
adjustable tin electrodes. An ammeter and р.Р. switch 
—both of which had seen much service “© up the line ’’— 
were fitted on the container. The electrolyte was, salt 
solution—salt by kind permission of the battalion cook ! 
The petrol tins could be put in parallel or series. — — 

The début of the limelight set was not altogether a 
triumph. The carbons, on account of their origin 
(scrapped dry cells), spluttered abominably, and the 
arc wandered in a most irritating fashion. The water 
rheostat, too, required watching and adjustment owing 
to temperature rise; that, and the antics of the arc, 
meant a neglected stage— with an interesting innovation 
in stagecraft as a result: artistes had to follow the 
„lime.“ | | 

These were not the only worries. The supply failed 
periodically—and the generating station (such as it 
was) was half-a-mile away. The electrician there un- 
doubtedly felt neglected as regards the concert, and he 
had already shown animosity towards the arc-lamp. 
With a species of technical cunning which roused one’s 
grudging admiration he had inserted a 5-amp. fuse 
in the circuit (the arc-lamp took 8 or 9 amps.), and 
every time the fuse blew he simply inserted another 
of the same size. | Е 

The arc-lamp distinguished itself for the last time 
at a lecture by Capt. R. W. James on the Shackleton 
Expedition, in which he was scientist. The arc-lamp 
was used inside a projection lantern, and for over an 
hour its behaviour left nothing to be desired. Then 
it became obvious that the tension of the spring was nil 
again, so the lower arm had to be moved up at intervals 
with a handy file. The lecturer’s description of how 
the shore party extemporised a hut out of their boat was 
grimly appreciated by the lantern operator—between 
the shocks and burns. 

The arc-lamp is now demobilised and on the reserve. 

During the uneventful days which followed the ar- 
mistice the writer and a friend essayed the construction 
of a simple wireless receiving set. This was a delightful 
example of improvisation. The inductance was made 
up of heavy gauge copper wire wound on а cardboard 
tea canister which had contained beef dripping (and 
hence was well insulated!) Tappings were led to a 
row of drawing-pins on a candle-waxed base. Connec- 
tion was made by U-shaped brass clips. 

A variable condenser was made from a dissected 
biscnit box and scraps of mica, a sandwich construction 
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allowing one set of plates to be slid in or out. An elec- 
trolytic detector was easily extemporised, but it was 
later deposed by one of the crvstal type. A broken 
Isenthal rheostat (a casualty of April, 1918) served as 
potentiometer. A brave attempt was made to construct 
a receiver, but eventually one had to be borrowed. 
Porcelain cleats and odd bits of ebonite acted as in- 
sulators throughout. | 

The erection of the aerial was by no means easy. It 
was composed of two 150-ft. antenne, 3 ft. apart. After 
а vast number of attempts one end was eventually hauled 
up to the bend of a tree about 50 ft. above terra firma. 

The other tree was lower, and was in a farm- 
yard. An enormous amount of slime covered and lay 
under the tree, and whoever reached the top would do 
so at imminent risk of falling into the pond. But 
these dangers were as nothing compared to the opposi- 
tion raised by the twenty-five fowls which inhabited the 
tree. According to the farmer, these feathered oppon- 
ents of scientific progress served only one useful purpose 
in life; they woke him punctually at 5 o'clock every 
morning. 

Strategy won the day. The erection of the aerial 
was concluded during the fowls’ absence at déjeuner. 
A couple of Army pattern biscuit-tins in the pond 
formed a good earth.“ | 

Other gadgets of the billet included electric 
lighting, a special device which would heat supper o' 


nights in readiness for the author's return, and an 
electric réveillé. This for a time took the form of a 
phonograph which at a predetermined hour began to 
play a rousing military air. Once it started five hours 
too soon, and after that a simple electric bell was in- 
stalled. This was worked from the kitchen of the farm, 
and there a je suis levé °’? message would illuminate 
by way of a reply. 

Al these little devices were held in great awe by the 
simple French villagers. When showing any visitors 
around the farm the programine of ‘the ‘‘ patron ” 
would be as follows: The cows, the horses, the pigs, the 
wires which tapped ‘‘ les messages de l'air," a peep 
into the room of ‘‘ les ingénieurs anglais," the garden 
and orchard, and the electric réveillé. The latter was 
generally tested two or three times, much to the annoy- 
ance of the said engineers. 

One day the farmer approached the writer regarding 
a little favour. Apparently the various gadgets 
had stimulated his mind, for he said that whilst he 
considered the horse far superior to any engine for 
farm work, he was not averse to electrical illumination, 
and would the writer rig up a dynamo and lights which 
would never cost anything and continue to work as long 
as he lived. 

The author was very sorry—it was a great misfor- 
tune, but he was afraid his knowledge of improviaation 
was unable to meet the case. 


ELECTRICITY IN THE WESTERN WAR ZONE. 


By Major T. RICH, 


O.B.E. 


(Concluded from page 892.) 


Pre-war Systems or SUPPLY. 


Three-phase supply at 50 periods is very usual 
throughout France, both for transmission and L. r. 
distribution. In one area ќо the north of Paris 2-phase 
energy is supplied; in Paris and in the south, odd 
periodicities are to be found. Single-phase is em- 
ployed in some areas, for instance Paris Plage and 
Berck Plage. In a number of places, such as 
Boulogne, Amiens, and Rouen, where the supply is of 
long standing, b. C. is used in the original distributing 
area, and 3-phase H. T. and L.T. energy supplied in outer 
areas or for long lines. The use of step-up and step-down 
motor-generators for the supply of new areas with light 
and power, which is a frequent feature in England, 
is avoided by the direct supply of 3-phase energy 
through transformers. 

The usual voltage for lamps varies from 110 to 125, 
the latter in very few places, and 190 to 220 for power. 
In textile mills, where the power consumption is high, 
nnd separate transformer stations are usual, a pressure 
for motors of 440 volts across phases is often adopted. 

Current according to French regulations is divided 
into two categories, up to 600 volts to earth p.c., and 150 
volts to earth a.c., and the second category above these 
voltages. As the lower category carries with it various 
advantages regarding first cost, lamps on a.c. at 110 
. up to 125 volts are very usual. In some areas 220/220 
volts p.c. is to be found, but in most of the smaller 
stations having p.c. 110/110 volts is used. By far the 
lurgest proportion of the lamps sold in France are for 
the lower voltages. French practice is very similar to 
American with regard to lamp voltages on 3-phase or 


single-phase circuits. From the point of view of safety, 


price of lamps, life and fragility of lamps, effect of 
lighting per watt, and the cost of installation, this volt- 
ave has still many points in its favour, the introduction 
of metallie lamps making the cost of copper in 
house circuits less than before. Improvements in trans- 
formers have reduced the increase in losses with small 
distributed sub-stations. Factory owners are beginning 


to use J-phase energy much more than р.о., the latter 
being used mainly where existing plant has to be ex- 
tended. There are very few classes of work for which 
3-phase motors cannot be used, and it is probable that 
before long variable-speed conimutator motors will be 
avallable for all classes of work. 

In many areas power is purchased in bulk by dis- 
tributing companies, in which the parent company often 
has à share holding. In the neighbourhood of St. 
Quentin an agricultural co-operative society purchased 
power in bulk and distributed it to a number of villages 
and small towns; as agricultural societies are rarely 
wealthy, this fact shows what can be done with reason- 
able capital expenditure and fair conditions. With 
regard to overhead H.T. mains, it is noticeable that 
where electricity supply is controlled by financial in- 
terests owning cable factories, there is often a greater 
tendency to use cables than when the supply company 
is independent. Difficulties of post-war finance will 
probably modify this tendency. 


FreNcH HIGH-PRESSURE VOLTAGES. 


Up to the outbreak of war there was little standardisa- 
tion of H.T. voltages, and it must be said that provided 
the periodicity is the same, standardisation in this 
direction has not the same value as it has, perhaps, in 
other sections of electrical work, owing to the ease of 
interchange. Some of the older systems were at 3,000 
volts, for instance Dunkerque and the outer suburbs of 
Dieppe, other systems at 5,000 volts, such as Calais, 
Boulogue, Havre, and part of the area around Bethune 
and Arras, Douai, Cambrai, and near Rheims. Rouen 
was supplied at 5,500 volts, Charleroi at 6,000 volts, 
and Roubaix, Tourcoing, part of the Lille area, Ostend, 
Malines, Dieppe district, and a number of areas in the 
south at 10,000 volts, with 10,500 volts at Valenciennes 
and Maubeuge. 

The pressure of 15,000 volts is very popular throug*.- 
out the north-east and east of France. It is about the 
highest voltage which can be adopted for village dis- 
tribution, with comparatively inexpensive sub-stations 
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and apparatus; as noted elsewhere, the Germans sup- 
plied a number of 2-K.v.4. single-phase and 3- and 
5-K. v. A. 3-phase transformers for this voltage to the 
western front. This voltage has been adopted for general 
reconstruction work in the north-east for places where 

there are no underground cables in situ which will 
stand such a pressure. The same voltage was used 
before the war considerably in Belgium both for over- 
head and underground lines. It might be pointed out 
that the Germans used this voltage for practically all 
their new independent distribution systems from Laon 
and Charleville to the Belgian coast. 

Among the k. H. T. voltages used in east and north-east 
France the following аге to be found: 30, 000, 45, 000, 
65,000, and 90,000; and 110,000 will probably be 
used for some of the new main trunk lines. Continental 
engineers are very much amused when they hear that 
anything over about 3,000 volts is termed E. H. r. 'n 
the United Kingdom; the continued use of such a term 
at home frightens local authorities and damages our 
reputation abroad. An extensive system of trunk lines 
at 45,000 volts was erected before the war by the Com- 
pagnie Electrique du Nord and its allies, starting 
from Pont-a-Vendin near Lens, where a by-product 
power station was situated, and passing Douai and St. 
Quentin, it linked up to a turbine steam station at 
Beauter on the Oise, a route distance of 80 or 90 miles, 
with branches to Laon, Soissons, Noyon, Compiégne, 
and with further links under construction towards 
Paris and the west. The overhead mains of this com- 
pany were carried in the northern section mostly on 
lattice posts along a canal, and on the southern section 
along the roadways by armoured concrete posts. It 
is interesting to note that, except when there were direct 
hits, armoured concrete posts and structures stood up 
during the war against shell fire and explosion remark- 
ably well. This company sold energy in bulk to several 
local distributing companies, the distributing voltage 
being 15,000 in most cases. The Germans after their 
advance in 1914 occupied practically the whole of the 
area served by this company, took over the power sta- 
tions, and found their system of mains so useful that 
a pressure of 45,000 volts was adopted for the main 
military trunk lines for the northern section. The 
Société Béthunoise, and the Artésienne Co. adopted the 
same pressure for their trunk mains in the area occupied 
during the war by the British. 

An extensive series of 30,000-volt lines exists to the 
east of Paris in the area between Rheims, St. Dizier, 
and the Briey Basin. In the Vosges area there is a 
System at 65,000 volts running north and south, con- 
nected near Belfort to a colliery station burning a some- 
what low-grade coal, and to a Franco-Swiss water-power 
station. Up to the present there have been few if any 
E.H.T. Systems in Belgium. 


PoWER STATIONS IN FRANCE. 

The largest power stations are to be found in the 
colliery and industrial areas between Calais, Roubaix, 
and Jeumont. Practically all supply 3-phase energy 
generated usually at 5,000 or 10,000 volts. Three sta- 
tions were in the suburbs at Lille, one at Croix Was- 
quehal to the north-east with 35,000 Kw. installed; part 
of this plant was removed by the Germans and part 
damaged; at Usine Lomme, 20,000 kw., most of the 
plant was removed, and the turbine house blown up; at 
Sequedin, 20,000 kw., the plant was either removed or 
damaged. There are four power stations in the colliery 
area Pont-a-Vendin, Henin-Lietard (mainly colliery 
supply), Bully-Grenay, and Bruay, with several private 
colliery and other power stations. Other stations are 
at Valenciennes and Jeumont; the latter belong to the 
financial group which is controlled by Baron Empain, 
and owns the largest electric manufacturing works in 
the north of France, and also large works at Charleroi, 
and about half the electric power stations in Belgium. 
In the coastal sector there are power stations at Dun- 
kerque, Calais, Boulogne, Amiens, Havre, and Cher- 
bourg, with several smaller stations elsewhere and small 
local water-mill installations giving publie supply. 


In the newer stations steam turbines are usually in- 
stalled, although auxiliary supply is in some cases 
given by blast-furnace gas engines. The stations are 
in most cases alongside rivers, but at Wasquehal cooling 
towers are used. The Germans with the. aid of their 
customary patent-mongering bluff, had almost a mono- 
poly of cooling-tower building in France before the war. 
On the whole, steam turbine-driven auxiliaries seem to 
be favoured. A number of chimneys were seen made 
with armoured concrete formed blocks, with vertical 
key reinforcement. On the Continent steam turbine 
floors are usually kept higher above the condenser floors 


. than in the United Kingdom. Some very complete con- 


veyor plant was installed in some cases. 

Due to à large extent to the clear atmosphere, and 
partly perhaps to the painting, tiles, or light steelwork, 
power stations have not usually that dingy effect so 
often noticed in England. Owing partly to the original 
necessities of the glass industry, the use of very wide 
spans of 100 ft. or more, with north lights, is not un- 
usual in Flanders for factories; in some cases the roofs 
are non-combustible, with two layers of interlocking 
tiles and no woodwork. The cross girders are usually 
worked into the frame carrying the north lights. 


POWER STATIONS AND SYSTEMS IN BELGIUM. 


In general the power stations in the area occupied by 
the British troops or adjacent areas do not differ greatly 
from those in France. A certain number of the com- 
panies supply 42-period, 3-phase energy. Owing to the 
density of some of the areas supplied, the narrow and 
winding roads in many parts, and local prejudice, there 
is much less overhead line than in France; although, 
owing to the necessity for economy in expenditure, 
according to information received, there will probably 
be a great increase in overhead line in the future. The 
L.T. distribution is in many places 3-phase. A power 
station at Ostend supplied power and light along most 
of the coast by means of cables. The Germans used 
energy from this station and from stations at Bruges 
and Zeebrugge for lighting dug-outs, batteries, and 
depots all along the coast. 


Electricity on Board Ship. — Several motor-driven oil 
tankers without sails are on order, one being under con- 
struction, for the Standard Oil Co., of California, at the yard 
of the Union Construction Co., Oakland, California. The 
engines installed will comprise two 550-B. H.P. sets, running at 
165 R. P. M., the speed of the vessels being II knots. In most 
motor oil tankers, the auxiliary machinery, which has to be 
fairly high-powered on account of the fuel pumps required 
for pumping out the cargo, is steam-driven, but in this vessel 
the electric drive is adopted throughout. The power is sup- 
plied by two 150-B.H.P. ordinary stationary Diesel engines 
of the Dow Diesel type, manufactured by an American firin 
with a licence for the construction of the Willans and Robin- 
son Diesel engine as built at Rugby. These engines, which 
are of the three-cylinder type, are each coupled to a 100-k w. 
generator at 250 volts. The electrically-operated auxiliary 
plant includes the two cooling water pumps, two lubricating 
oil pumps, one of which is a spare, an auxiliary air compressor 
for the supply of manguvring air at a pressure of 50 lb. 
per sq. in., a three-stage turbine pump used for fire and bilge 
purposes, and a two-stage turbine pump for sanitary purposes. 
The employment of turbine pumps for this purpose is interest- 
ing, as the plunger pumps are more common. In addition, 
there is a centrifugal fresh-water pump, whilst there are four 
oil pumps, all electrically operated, these being used for dis- 
charging the cargo. The lighting on the ship 1s at 195 volts, 
and a small booster is fitted to provide for this. Even the 
heating 18 carried out by electricity, special electric heaters 
being used, whilst the cooking 1s all effected by electric power, 


the equipment being furnished by the Edison Electric Ap- 


pliance Co. On deck there are four cargo winches, driven 
by 15-H.P. motors, and two capstans, driven by 10H. p. motors, 
besides an anchor windlass, coupled to а -H. P. electric motor, 
and the steering gear is of the hydro-electric type. The only 
steam that is used is for steaming out the cargo tanks, and 
for this purpose а small donkey boiler is fitted, which may 
also be used аз an evaporator. The only auxiliary plant in 
the engine-rooin, apart from the main Diesel-driven genera- 
tors, is a 16-н.р. Skandia emergency set driving a 7-RW., 250- 
volt generator. With all these novelties, the vessel is obvi- 
ously one of considerable interest, in spite of the fact that it 
ig relatively sinall.—Motor Ship and Motor Boat. 
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THE POULSEN ARC IN WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY. 


Мосн has been heard of the Poulsen system in general 
terms during the last 10 years—but very little in the form 
of precise details, and the development of other and newer 
methods of generating continuous waves, such as the high- 


frequency alternator and the vacuum valve, has further 


tended to promote the impression that the arc as a generator 
is passing into the class of things that have been. This, 
however, is far from the truth, as we shall show below. 
Not only is the Poulsen system very much alive, and main- 
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Elwell was the chief engineer. In order to make clear the 
course of events, a brief outline of the history of the 
system and Mr. Elwell’s connection with it is necessary. 
Mr. Elwell, an Australian by birth, received his 
scientific training at the Stanford University, California, 
where he graduated as B.A. in Engineering in 1907, 
and E. E. (Electrical Engineer) in 1906. He specialised 
in the subject of wireless telegraphy, and in 1909 
he visited Denmark, and studied the Poulsen system, 
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Fie. 2.— FLYING- 
BOAT IN COLLISION 
WITH ELWELL 
WOODEN MAST AT 
HoRSEA ISLAND 
NAVAL STATION. 


Ед. 1—MAP SHOWING SOME LONG-DISTANCE POULSEN TRANSMISSIONS, 


taining communication to-day over the longest ranges ever 
attempted on а commercial scale—it is also being installed 
for long-distance communication in high-power stations in 
this country and abroad, as well as in numerous stations 
and ships for shorter ranges. 

It will be remembered that at the Parliamentary inquiry 
regarding the contract for the Imperial Wireless Chain in 
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eventually purchasing the U.S.A. patent rights. Returning 
to America, he founded the Poulsen Wireless Telegraph and 
Telephone Co., of which he was managing director and 
engineer; later this concern was merged in the Federal 
Telegraph Co., with Mr. Elwell as chief engineer until 1918, 
when he became chief engineer to the Universal Radio 
Syndicate, a company with an option on the Poulsen arc 
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Fia. 3.—ELWELL-POULSEN 350-Kw. ARC-GENERATOR AT LYONS, 


1913, the Poulsen system was put forward as a practicable 
alternative to the Marconi system, largely on the strength 
of the establishment of communication between San 
Francisco and Honolulu, but the evidence available 
regarding the results obtained was meagre and unconvincing. 
That was, at the time, the longest range in commercial 
operation (2,100 miles), and the installation was carried out 
by the Federal Telegraph Co., U.S.A., of which Mr. C. F. 


patents for the rest of the world, except the United States. 
This company went into liquidation, and in 1915 Mr. 
Elwell commenced business on his own account and carried 
out a large amount of work during the war. Throughout 
his career he has been closely identified with the Poulsen 
system, and has developed the arc generator from a capacity 
of 80 Kw. to 400 Kw., having built and installed 11 
machines of 200 to 400 Kw. during the war, and having 
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designed and built in all about 500 masts of various lengths 
up to 714 ft. Of the total of 20,000 Kw. of arc generators 
now in use, about half have been designed and built by the 
present organisation, and most of the remainder by the 
company which he organised. Amongst the installations 
designed and built by Mr. Elwell are the stations, including 


FiG. 4.—ELWELL 711-rrT. WOODEN MasTS AT ROME. 


masts and apparatus, at Honolulu and San Francisco, com- 
municating over a range of 2,100 miles; the station at 
Horsea Island, Portsmouth, with a range to the Dardanelles ; 
and the station at Rome, working to the United States. He 
also designed, built and installed apparatus at Lyons and 
Nantes, communicating with the United States, at the 
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Fia. 5.— DETAIL OF MAST CONSTRUCTION. 


Eiffel Tower communicating with Bucarest, and at Salonica, 
communicating with Paris, as well as many smaller sets, 
including 13 25-KW. sets for the British Admiralty, and many 
sets installed in the British Colonies. He is now building 
the arc apparatus for the first two stations of the Imperial 
Chain to the order of the British Post Office Department. 


It is interesting to note that Mr. Elwell’s masts are al 
of the wooden lattice type, the three at Rome which w 
illustrate being 714 ft. high, while two at San Frdncisc 
and Honolulu are 606 ft. in height. The three- Horse 
masts are 440 ft. high, and one of these successfully with 
stood the impact of a large flying boat (fig. 2). 

The accompanying map (fig. 1) shows some of the long- 
distance transmissions over which commercial service 
is maintained with the Poulsen arc generator, minor routes 


Fic. 6.—ELWELL 10-KW. Arc GENERATOR, 


having been omitted for the sake of clearness. The Paris- 


"New Zealand range is а “ freak record, but the rest are 
in continuous operation, and we may draw attention to the 
transmission from Lyons to Shanghai of 5,810 miles over- 
land (also to Japan), and Cavite-Honolulu-Darien, tw» 
stretches over 5,200 miles. A 5-kw. Elwell generator has 
been heard at a distance of 3,500 miles—of course, a 
"freak." А station now being built for the French 
Government is to be equipped with a Poulsen arc-generator 
rated at 1,000 Kw., by the Federal Telegraph Co., U.S.A. 
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FIG. 7.—INTERIOR OF THE STATION AT ROME. 


For the help of readers who are not familiar with the 
Poulsen system, we may mention that it depends upon the 
formation of an are between a copper anode and a carbon 
cathode in a chamber filled with hydrocarbon gas; 
powerful electromagnets maintain an intense magnetic 
field at right angles to the arc, and the cathode is slowly 


———j̃— Á— 


Vol. 86. No. 2,210, APRIL 2, 1920.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


425 


rotated to keep the length of the arc constant. An oscillating 
circuit consisting of capacity, the antenna, and inductance 
is connected in series with the arc, as shown in the 
diagram of connections, fig. 11, and in this circuit powerful 
undamped oscillations are set up, radiating from the 
antenna a continuous stream of undamped waves. In order 
to send signals, a key is used which short-circuits a few 
turns of the sending inductance, and thus alters the wave- 
length by about 1 per cent. Tuning, with continuous 
waves, is so sharp that the receiving apparatus only 
responds to the latter wave-length, and is not affected by 
the slightly different wave-length radiated when the sending 
key is open. As the frequency of the waves is fer above 


Fig. 8, —WATER-COOLED ANODE, 


the umits of audition, the heterodyne method of receiving 
is employed, by exciting the receiving aerial at a frequency 
differing slightly from that of the signalling waves, thus 
producing beats at a frequency which can be heard in a 
telephone-receiver, and which can be adjusted at pleasure to 
suit the operator’s choice. 

Very heavy high-frequency currents can be obtained in 
the antenna with the arc-generator, about 50 per cent. of 
the power put into the arc being delivered to the antenna. 
The arc chambers in all but the smallest sizes have to 
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. Еа. 10.- -COMPLETE ö-Kw. ELWELL-POULSEN INSTALLATION. 


be water-cooled, as well as the copper anode, and 
provision is made for introducing either coal-gas or a 
hydrocarbon liquid (by drops) into the chamber. Fig. 3 
shows a set installed at the transmitting station at Lyons, 


which is similar to, but of more modern design than, those 


which were installed at Rome for communication with 
America and -the Italian Colonies in Africa, when 
urgently required during the war; the arc- chamber 


a double-walled gunmetal casting—occupies the centre. 


with the magnet coils on either side ; the yoke of the huge 


magnet, of which the ends are visible, is for the most part 
concealed in the foundation block, At the front of the arc 
chamber are seen the device for striking the arc, and the 
water-pipes. This set is rated at 850 KW.; the generator at 
Rome (fig. 7) is rated at 200 Kw. (250 amperes at 800 volts), 
weigbs 3°75 tons, and is provided in duplicate. In the саве 
of these large seta, remote control with contactor switches is 
employed : the contro] board consists of five marble panels, 
two for each arc-generator and achange-over panel. Theseries 
resistance used for starting the arc is cut out by five con- 


tactors controlled by a master switch. The cooling water 


supply for the arc-generator is electrically interlocked with. 
the p.c. supply, and in the latest patterns the whole of the 


Fid. 9.— WATER COOLED CATHODE. 


provesses of starting up are carried out with a controller, 
which ensures the operations being performed in the correct 
sequence. The sending inductance at Rome has a value of 
2,500 microhenries, and consists of a spiral of 14-in. copper 
tubing suspended on insulators. Choke coils, necessary for 
the protection of the dynamo, have each an inductance of 
5,000 M.H., and are wound with flat copper strip ; we шау. 
mention that the high-frequency currents bebave in a 
mauner which would astonish the engineer accustomed only 
to ordinary alternating currente, for small capacities are 


с, Antenna; ci, Shunt condenser; (^, Condenser. 


Еа. 11.—D1AGRAM OF CONNECTIONS. 


open doors to them, and unless expert care is employed to 
confine them strictly to their lawful circuits they make 
their appearance in most unexpected places, play the 
devil" with insulation, and provide unpleasant (though 
not dangerous) traps for the unwary operator. 

'A motor-generator consisting of a three-phase motor 
coupled to a 350-ampere, 750-volt dynamo provides the 
current for the arc circuit. 

The distance over which good communication was 
desired at Rome was 4,200 miles, necessitating a lofty aerial 
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Owing to the scarcity of steel, of which 300 tons would 
have been required, it was decided to construct the masta of 
pitch-pine, the quantity of timber needed being 105,000 
oa feet. ‘The horizontal component of the antenna pull 
as 22,000 lb., and the maximum stress allowed in the 
Мат was 1,000 lb./aq. in. The masts were built in 
11 sections, supported by 11 sets of three guys at 120°. 
The section of the bottom columns was 12:6 x 16 in., and 
of the top 12:6 х 7°11п. The three masts are shown in 
fig. 4, and a detail of the foot of a mast is given in fig. 5. 

The masts were placed at the corners of an equilateral 
triangle with sides of 981 ft., and the triangular antenna 
had a capacity of 0011 mfd. The counterpoise consisted 
of buried copper wires extending over an area greater than 
that of the antenna, and supplemented by wells leading 
down to the ground water. 

Fig. 7 shows the interior of the station at Rome, with 
the arc generators and switchgear on the right, and the 
sending inductance and electromagnetic keys on the left. 
The high-frequency lead passes up to a sheet of glass in the 
wall of the building, at the centre of which is mounted a 
large porcelain insulator, through which the cable is taken 
to the antenna. 

The Elwell-Poulsen arc equipments range from 2 Kw. to 
400 KW., in 13 standard sizes, of which the 5-K w. set is the 


most widely used—some 800 stations having been equipped ; 
up to 25 or 30 Kw. the apparatus can be installed, with all 
accessories, їп an ordinary room. We illustrate in fig. 6 a 
10-KW. generator, with which continuous communication 
can be maintained over a range of 700 miles. Figs. 
8 and 9 show the water-cooled anode and cathode for 
this size, and fig. 10 a complete 10-к\у. installation. 

Improvements are constantly being introduced, and the 
speed of transmission has been raised to 100 words per 
minute by automatic operation. Amongst thestations at work 
or building with Poulsen arc-generators of 100 Kw. and 
upwards, some 24 in number, in addition to those mentioned 
above, are those at Bordeaux, Cairo, Cordova, Leafield, and 
Newcastle, and about eight in the United States. Mr. 
Elwell's headquarters are in Paris, but his arc-generators and 
other apparatus are all made in England, mostly at his works 
in London— where, by the way, the whole of the male staff 
and employés are ex-service men. We recently had the 
pleasure of going over the works, under the courteous 
tutelage of Mr. B. Mittell, London manager, and found the 
visit exceedingly interesting, the products being in a class 
by themselves. All parts are made to gauge, so that spares 
can be supplied at any time, and a high standard of 
workmanship is maintained, while only the best materials 
can be successfully employed in work of this nature. 


REPORT ON 


"THE ELECTRIC LAMP INDUSTRY. 


(Continued from page 114.) 


6. The evidence we have heard goes to show that in the 
existing state of the lamp market the retail prices fixed by 
the Association become the standard retail prices for all lamps, 
whether manufactured by Association or non-Association firms. 
Whilst non-Association manufacturers allow greater discounts 
to the middleman, their lamps are bought by the general 
public at the same prices as Association lamps. We have 
suught to ascertain why non-Association agents serving the 
peneral public do not seek to increase their trade by selling 
at less than the Association prices. It has been explained 
to us that at the moment they can sell, at prices fixed by the 
Association, all the lamps they сап obtain, and would find 
по advant; uie in selling to the public at a lower price—in fact 
the publie would doubt the quality of a lump ollered below 
the recognised Association price. 

The unanimity of the witnesses to whoin we have put this 
question forces us to the conclusion that there 18 no prospect 
of the prices fixed by the Association for lamps sold to the 
general public being subjected to any effective competitive 
check (so far as non-Association lamps jade in this country 
are concerned) until such time as the supply of electric lamps 
considerably exceeds the demand. If and when that condition 
obtains some non-associated makers or large retailers, or both 
working in conjunction, might make an attempt to gain a 
wider market by cutting the Association list price; but the 
hazard would be great, and the inducement to conform to 
Assuciation list prices is so strong that we consider there 1s 
no great probability of the Association's list prices being 
seriously influenced by the fear of competition from home 
manufacturers in any foreseeable future. 

Nor would foreign lamps, even assuming open ports, easily 
find their way through the normal distributive channels, for 
it is to be noted that the agreements under which the vast 
majoritv of distributors handle Association lamps are directed 
against imported lamps (except such as may be imported by the 
Association) equally with non-Association lamps manufactured 
at home. Tn one respect potential competition from abroad 
іх more formidable than home competition. American. 
Dutch, and perhaps German manufacturers, in that they have 
far greater financial backing or may be able to produce at 
far lower eost. might have an inducement and a power to 
challenge the Association monopoly in Great Britain to better 
purpose than апу non-associated home manufacturers; but 
from evidence laid before us we Incline to the view that an 
international agreement between the British, American, and 
Duteh electric lamp combines might forestall anv threatened 
battle roval between the respective national groups. 

We are therefore of opinion that, apart from sone publie 
accountancv of costs, prices, and profits, supplemented bv 
power of eontrol should necessity arise, the determination of 
what is a * reasonable price for electric lamps sold to the 
general publie will rest with the Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ 
Association. We do not suggest that the Association would 
necessarily pursue a poliev of inflated prices and imordinate 
profits. but wish merely to point ont that if thev decided to 
do «o there would be no effective check in the shape of com- 
petition. 

It was put to us that the fear lest the Electric Татр Manu- 
facturers’ Association should use its monopoly powers to exact 


wnreasonably high prices was unfounded, in that the electric 
lamp is in competition with the incandescent gas light, and 
that the result of raising prices above a certain level would 
be the displacement of electric lighting in favour of gas 
lighting. We agree that this consideration must influence to 
soine extent the price of electric lamps, but we would remark 
that the price at which electric lamps are sold ought to 
depend either upon competition between independent lamp 
manufacturers or upon the gross cost of production of the 
lainp, and not upon the comparative cost of gas and electric 
hzhting. If the latter proposition were generally accepted 
iV would mean that any Association of manufacturers having 
an effective monopoly of a given product instead of selling 
that product to the public at a competitive price, could in- 
vrease the price up to a level which would just sutlice to 
prevent people resorting to the next best alternative. In the 
present case it would mean that nearly the whole advantage 
of electric lighting as compared with gas lighting, where 
such advantage exists, would go to the makers of electric 
lamps. 

Large consumers, as named in paragraph 5, buy lamps in 
large quantities for use and not for sale, and some have facili- 
ties for testing the efficiency and durability of the various 
umkes of lamps. The Association makes special terms for 
such customers, but those are too big and powerful to be 
constrained by апу exclusive dealing agreement, and are in a 
position to choose freely between Association and non-Asso- 
ciation lamps. One non-associated maker from whom we 
have taken evidence (there may be others) has abandoned the 
attempt to supply the general public, and confines. himself 
to these large users. Here competition is free, and the maker 
who can offer the best value, in tering of price and quality, 
can get the order. We consider it noteworthy that in many 
cases non-assoclated makers are able to secure orders from 
vee large users in competition with firms in the Association 

Non-associated firms which look to supply the householde 
with lamps are compelled to offer the factor and retailer large 
discounts than would be given by Association makers—this 
in order to give them some inducement to forgo the prefer- 
ential discounts offered by the Association, or to compensate 
them for the handicap of being unable to obtain Association 
lamps on trade terms. We have already stated that the 
discounts given by the associated firms range up to 39 pel 
cent., but we also learn that during the period April, 1914 
to June, 1916, the discounts given by associated firms were 
raised by 74 per cent. on drawn-wire lamps and by 10 pei 
cent. on squirted-filament lamps, making a total maximum 
discount of 465 per cent. and 49 per cent. respectively. These 
are more than ample discounts, but instances have been cited 
to us of non-associated firms giving discounts as high ах 
60 per cent. Jt should be understood that those maximum 
discounts are given only to the largest factors, who usualls 
sell lamps wholesale to the smaller retailers, and that the 
factor in reselling the lamps to the retailer retains only tho 
difference between his factor's discount and the discount 
which he allows to the retailer. But making everv allowance 
for this. we are convinced that the discounts given in the 
electric lamp trade are larger than is necessary, the more 
sy in that most electric lamps are widely advertised “ pro- 
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prietary articles," and as such should carry minimum dis- 
counts. It is a trade custom to economise on discounts what 
1s spent in advertising. In the electric lamp trade lavish 
allowances are made on both scores. | 

The manufacturer, we understand, accepts responsibility 
for the lainps reaching the trader in sound condition; thus 
the trader, by examining his consignment on arrival secures 
himself from loss by fault or breakage. Subsequent deteriora- 
tion or breakage сап be provided against by proper storage 
facilities. By economies in the cost of distribution alone, 
apart from any reduction in the manufacturers’ prices, it 
should be possible to reduce the price of lamps to the public 
by 6d. each. 

The fixed-price policy, however, precludes any such econo- 
mies being made in respect of distributors' margins. Such 
colupetition as there still is between associated and non- 
associated firms works out-—under present conditions—ae а 
competition not in price to the publie, but in discount to 
the trade. The fixed-price policy is supported by its pro- 
moters and advocates on the ground that it gives the small 
man the same chance of selling lamps as the large man. It 
does, but it gives the large man much bigger profits than 
the small, and prevents the public from obtaining electric 
lamps at ‘any lower price than will enable the smallest and 
most inetlicient retailer to make a comfortable profit on their 
sale. We have no desire to see the &mall shop subinerged 
bv the big store, and would be disposed to approve any 
arrangement whereby they were placed on the same footing 
as regards the price of their purchases. The policy followed 
by the Association does not place them on any euch footing 
of equality. It is generous to the small retailer but lavish to 
the large retailer. Certain other combinations and consolida- 
tions producing proprietary articles at fixed retail prices have 
found it practicable to give a flat rate of discount to all 
retailers, large or small, and we consider that the Electric 
Lamp Manufacturers’ Association will have fallen short of 
its declared aspirations to sell the best lamp in the largest 
quantity at the lowest price unless and until it puts its dis- 
count policy upon that basis. 

We have next sought to ascertain the prices obtained for 
standard vacuum lamps by Association and non-Association 
manufacturers from the trade or from large users. We have 
already referred to the maximum discounts of 49 per cent. 
and 60 per cent. respectively, given to the largest factors or 
users, In some cases at certain periods. These figures serve 
to show that lamps bought by the publie at 3s. have 1n those 
cases been sold, presumably at a profit, by the manufacturers 
to the trade or to large users at approximately 18. 6d. and 
ls. 3d. But these are not wholly representative figures, in 
that the average discount given is something less than the 
mazimum discount. Our inquiries as to the average price 
received by manufacturers over the whole range of their 
sales have adduced information which we cannot verify, and 
which does not lend itself to presentation in a form permitting 
of unquestionable deductions. We must, therefore. be con- 
tent to record that we have been furnished with information 
indicating that the average price received for standard vacuum 
type lamps, with drawn-wire filaments, by four of the largest 
Association firms, was ls. 84d. in 1913, and 9s. 9d. in 1919, 
and that from another quarter we have received evidence 
which is embodied in the following table :— 


STANDARD VACUUM WIRE-FILAMENT LAMPS. 


Period 1919.— Low volt High volt 
(20-60 watt). (30-60 watt). 


Period 1912.— 8. d. s. d. 
Price to British consumer 2 6 3 0 
Association price to ungraded retailer 9 0 2 42 
Association price to large factor 1 61 1 10 
Non-Association price to large factor... 9 11 
Period September, 1913, to April, 1917.— 
Price to British cons'"ner 2 9 2 6 
Association price to ungraded “retailer 1 84 2 1 
Association price to large factor А 1 4 1 74 
Non-Association price to large factor... 8 113 
Non-Association price for export 6 
Period April, 1917, to December, 1917.— 
Price to British consumer 2 6 3 0 
Association price to ungraded retailer 2 0 2 43 
Association price to large factor ы 1 6: ] 10 
Non-Association price to large factor... 104 1 2 
Period December, 1917, to present day.— 
Price to British consumer 3 0 3 6 
Association price to ungraded retailer 2 44 2 93 
Association price to large factor 1 10 2 1j 
Non-Association price to large factor... 1 71 1 104 
Association price to W factor for i 

export " T 1 4i ] "74 


It has been ТРЕ to us, in criticism of these figures, 
that they refer to purchases or quotations on very large quan- 
tities, and cannot be taken as representative of the average 
prices received from the trade, either by Association or non- 
Association manufacturers, and that the price to the retailer 
and factor was lower from April, 1914, to June, 1916, bv 


virtue of the additional discounts given during that period. 


We have taken account of these objections, but are satisfied 
as to the substantial reliability of the figures given above. 


We have further been supplied by a large corporation, 
Which has for many years past bought electric lamps in con- 
siderable quantities, with particulars of priges quoted by the 
Association group and by five non-associated firms during 
the past Six years. ‘The discounts from standard prices have 
been deducted to show the net price per lamp quoted to the 
corporation, The price to the consumer in the several years 
is also shown :—- 


COMPARISON OF Net PRICES QUOTED TO A CORPORATION FOR 
STANDARD VACUUM \WVIRE-FILAMENT LAMPs. 


Hicu VoLT (25 AND 50 C. p.). 
7- ASSOCIATION. 


Retail Net price ————_—_Non- AssociaTion,—_-———_—, 

price list. quoted. A. B. . D. E. 
1914 ... 2/8 1/7148 1/3°75 1/2 1/4 — — 
1915 ... 2/8 1/976 1/3 1/2 1/4 — — 
1916 ... 2/8 3/694 1/3 1/1°6 3/4 — — 
1917 ... 3/- 1/552 1/8 118 ML — — 
1918 ... 3/6 2/624 — 2/12 — — — 
1919 3/6 2/346 — 2/1 2/1 1/11 1/t14 
Jan. 1920 3/6 2/3°46 — 2/1 118 111 21 


Low Vout (16, 25, AND 32 C. p.). 


^—A8ROCIATION.—, 
Retail Net price 


price list. quoted. A. B. C. А Е. B 
1914 ... 2/2 1/4°64 Ё 1/- 1/3°6 — — 
1915 . 2/2 157 1/- 1j- 1/1 = = 
1916 ... 2/2 1/3°37 1/- 0/11'00 1/1 — — 
1917 .. 26 1½ 28 / 0/1105 0/105 — — 
1918 ... 3j- 2/1°2 — 1/9 6 — — — 
1919 si- 11168 — 1/94 1/9 — — 
Jan. 1920 šj- 111168 — 1/94 1/9 1/9 1/7 44 


The discrepancies between these prices апа the minimum 
figures given in the preceding table are accounted for by the 
difference in the volume of purchases by a corporation, though 
large, as compared with those of a factor, and the consequent 
diflerences in discounts allowed. From the two tables we 
draw the following inferences :— 

(a) That non- Association firms, although their output 15 
in general sinaller than that of the Assuciation firms, are able 
to sell lainps at a lower price than Association firms, and 
still inake a satisfactory profit on their manufacture. 

(ù) That because of the standard price policy the public 
Was compelled to pay the same price for non-Association and 
Association lamps, the whole price-advantage of the former 
(which to the factor was 94d. in 1919 and 23d. in recent years) 
being denied to the householder. 

We desire also to call attention to the following points : — 

(c) That in 1912 lamps bought by the British householder 
at Js. Od. were sold by the manufacturers (presumably at 
a manufacturing profit) to large factors at 9d. 

(d) That between September, 1913, and April, 1917, lamps 
bought by the British householder at 2s. 2d. were sold by 
the manufacturers (presumably at а manufacturing profit) at 
6d. for export. 

(c) That at the present time lamps bought by the British 
householder at 3s. are sold by the manufacturers (presumably 
at a manufacturing profit) at ls. 43d. for export. 

Since the beginning of the war the price to the public of 
the standard vacuum lamp has been increased by about 26 per 
cent. As the general retail price level of necessaries has risen 
during the same period by 125 per cent., it follows that the 
price of electric lamps has been advanced much less than the 
price cf commodities generally. Two considerations are to 
be taken into account here: one is that immoderate profits 
were being made on the manufacture of electric lamps in 
the period immediately preceding the war. A reduction in 
the price of lamps was already overdue, and, we are told, 
was projected at that time. The other is that in consequence 
of improvements jn the technique of manufacture, economies 
in the cost of production had become possible, and the price 
of lamps was simultaneously falling in some other countries. 
But allowing in full for these considerations it must be agreed 
that had the price of lamps been uncontrolled by any Associa- 
tion, or had the Association so desired, a much higher retail 
price could have easily been obtained. In this connection 
it is important to remeinber that the prices fixed by the Asso- 
ciation are maximum as well as minimum, and it is just as 
much a breach of agreement to sell lainps above the fixed 
price as to sell below it. We are satisfied that during some 
periods of the war, in view of the limitations of imports the 
Association had a stabilising influence on electric lamp prices 
in the United Kingdom. Our unqualified testimony thereto 
does not prevent our recognising that just as the Association 
in periods of scarcity prevented prices rising as much as they 
otherwise might have done, it could equally effectively in 
time of plenty prevent them from falling as far as they ought. 

8. We have endeavoured to ascertain the production cost 
of electric lamps as delivered from the factory. and to arrive 
at the profit made by lamp manufacturers either per lamp 
or as a percentage upon capital sunk in the business. Owing. 
to the fact that the leading lamp manufacturers in the As- 
sociation are large concerns producing electrical apparatus 
of all kinds, lamps being but one minor item in their total 
output. we cannot determine from their balance shéets what 
rate of profit is made upon that section of the business which 
is devoted to lamp manufacture. We have, however, sought 
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information as to the actual costs of manufacture of electric 
lamps, and figures have been given to us by representatives 
of associated and non-associated firms from which we learn 
that the present-day average factory cost-of lamps which 
are sold to the public at 3s. and Эз. 6d. varies from 9d. {о 
Is. 4d. per lamp,-according to factory, process, and material 
used. The Electrie Lanp Manufacturers’ Association has 
furnished us with figures, which we summarise as follows :— 
Four ASSOCIATION Firms. 2) 
(Standard Vacuum Type Lamp with drawn-wire Filaments.) 
1913. 1919. 
(pence) (pence) 
Labour cost 1.9 4.0 


Materials cost ш ш. ошо ш 3.6 9.9 
Overhead factory charges „ Sap 1.9 2.2 
Selling charges int T" 8 е 3.7 5.1 
Total factory and selling costs . ae 11.1 21.2 
Average price received by manufacturers 2.6 25.9 
Manufacturers’ average profit per lamp ... 5 4.7 


We have not thought it necessary to check these figures by 
requiring an independent cost-accountancy of the books and 
records of these firms. From them one matter to which we 
have already called attention--the inordinate profits enjoyed 
by lamp manufacturers in the years immediately prior to the 
war may be clearly seen. In the year 1913 four manufacturers 
made on the average 93d. profit on lamps which cost just 
over lld. to produce and sell, a profit of over 86 per cent. 
on gross cost, Last year the costs of producing and selling 
appear to have risen comparatively more than the price 
received, and the profit, according to these figures, was then 
only 42d. on a lamp costing 1s. 914. to produce and sell. 

We remark, however, that according to the first table in 
paragraph 7, at least one Association firm quoted prices of 
15. 434. and ls. 74d. in 1919 for lamps for export, which is 
lower than the production cost given in the table mmediately 
above. Even on those figures we think it desirable to point 
out that lamps sold at 3s. and 3s. 6d. cost only Is. 4d. to 
manufacture and that the remaining ls. 8d. or 2s. 2d. was 
absorbed in selling expenses incurred by the makers and in 
margins absorbed by the distributing trade. We think it 
worth while to record, moreover, that three non-Association 
manufacturers have given us figures which indicate that their 
cost of material rose only 100 per cent. in the period covered 
bv the Association's statement. 

We are disposed to conclude that, taking associated and non- 
associated firms together, the manufacturers’ average margin 
of selling price over factory cost may be taken as being about 
ls. per lamp: Some part of this must be earmarked for ad- 
vertising, selling expenses, research, patent fees or royalties, 
and reserves against patent litigation; the rest is profit. We 
consider that the 5d. per lamp allowed by the Association for 
selling charges as shown above is more than is necessary in 
view of the fact that the bulk of their sales are to the trade. 


(To be concluded.) 


Se a EE ( 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear wntil 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Electricians ү. Plumbers. 


I thought it might interest your readers and the trade 
generally to know that Burnley and district E.T.U. members 
are taking the same stand as Blackburn, viz.: '' No installa- 
tion erected by plumbers or non-unionists will be coupled to 
Corporation mains." A notice in the local Press from next 
Saturday's issue will be inserted warning electrical contrac- 
tors, users, and prospective users of electricity of these in- 
structiong to our members who are plumber-jointers for 
Burnley Corporation. It is about time the scandal of every 
Tom, Dick. and Harry doing electric installation work was 
put a stop to. The rule comes into force May Ist, 1919. 

In this district electrical contractors are as common as 
chip and tripe shops, and some of the work—well! 

Albert J. Cutler. 


P'adiham. 
March 2rd, 1920. 


eL Situations Vacant. 
-I should like to express my feelings. with “ Pro Bono 
Publieo," as to the prevailing custom of box numbers; if 
firms do not wish to give their full. name. you certainly, Sir, 
ougbt to insist on an indication letter being inserted so that 
applicants & not have to write vou on every occasion they 
` imsért.an advertisement. One firm I know of (not a thousand 
miles from Euston Road) are always inserting advertisements, 


and are still looking for their superman. Also, why do you 
allow duplicate advertisements as in this week's issue—Box 
9495-6 from the same firm? 

If you can see your way to give us employés some con- 
sideration we shall be greatly obliged. 


Wallsend. Р; О 
March ‘Brd, 1920. 


[Advertisers in the Press purchase space in which they can 
put what they please, provided that they do not thereby 
cause Injury to others by libel, fraud, с. Indications such 
as our correspondent suggests would involve an interference 
with this privilege. Our advertising department undertakes 
to withhold letters if the writers name firms to whom they 
are not to be forwarded.—Eps. ELEc. REv.] 


S. E. Brown. 


In the last issue of the Review I note, and quite endorse, 
the remarks of Pro Bono Publico ” re “ Situations Vacant.“ 

All applicants for jobs, advertised under box nuinbers, may 
take it for granted that there is something very fishy, or in 
more vulgar language, stinks, when the advertiser does not 
put his name to the advertisement. 

I would advise all engineers to treat such advertisements as 
they would a mad dog, viz., leave them alone, and let the 
advertiser stew in his own juice. 

| J. Е. Ellis, 

Morley. Borough Electrical Engineer. 

March 22nd, 1920. 


University College, London, War Memorial. 

We trust you will give us the hospitality of your columns 
to call the attention of foriner students of University College 
and University College Hospital, London, to the memorial we 
are endeavouring to raise to college and hospital men who 
fell in the war. Owing to the many changes that have taken 
place during and since the war, our address-list is not coni- 
plete. It will be 'of great assistance to us if all members of 
the College who have not already received our appeal will send 
postcards with their names and addresses and dates of student 
vears to the hon. secretary. We shall then be very glad to 
rend them full particulars of ofr war memorial scheme. We 
hope we шау rely on Ше support of all students, past and 
present,. M ENS . 

Lawrence Solomon, Hon. Secretary. 
. . Gregory Foster, Chairman. 
6. Blacker, Vice-Chairman. 


University College, London. 
March 29th, 1920. ` 


NOTES FROM CANADA. 


(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.) 


CANADA has before her to-day a question of very great in- 
portance in the form of the proposal to canalise the St. 
Lawrence River from Montreal to Kingston, where Lake 
Ontario becomes the river, a distance of some 170 miles, about 
70 of which is the international portion of the river, the 
remainder being entirely in Canadian territory. 

This subject is being considered at present by the Inter- 
national Joint Commission, before which a series of public 
hearings is to be held during the next few months in various 
localities likely to be directly concerned in this matter; one 
such hearing was held in Buffalo recently. 

Being an international problem, the Governments of both 
this country and the United States are naturally interested 


in it. 
It may be said that the proposal is to build several dains 


at suitable points on this great river eo as to turn it into 
a canal which will enable ocean-going steamers to come right 
up into the great lakes, in this way such vessels could go 
straight from ports in other countries right into the heart of 
the Dominion, even so far as the Twin Cities, Port Arthur 
and Fort William, at the extreme end of Lake Superior. 
Montreal is the present terminus for ocean steamers. 

So much for navigation. In addition the proposal includes 
the development of about 2,000,000 H. p., as it is stated that 
approximately this amount could be made available if the 
scheme be properly carried out so as to take care of both 
navigation and power. 

The Commission referred to above has been charged by the 
two Governments concerned with the duty of hearing argu- 
ments for and against this great scheme, and there 1s every 
indication that there will be a real fight between the oppos- 
ing interests. On the one side are Ontario and the great 
grain-growing Provinces of the West, together with the 
Western States bordering the southern shores of the Grest 
Lakes, and on the other are the City of Montreal. New York 
State. the great railway interests on both sides of the inter. 
national boundarv and the powerful coal companies located 
in those parts of the United States which supply Canada with 
a large part of ber coal. | ' 
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To anyone over here the reasons for the contending views 
held by the people of the various Provinces and States, and 
by the several bodies named, are readily apparent, but some 
* explanation seems necessary for the benefit of readers 
at home. 

Ontario will benefit both from increased shipping facilities 

for existing and possible future ports, and from the immense 
amount of power, over 1,000,000 H.P., that would be her share 
of the total available; the increase in general trade, in popu- 
lation, and in industrial activity, that would result if such 
a scheme can be carried to a successful commercial conclusion, 
18 almost beyond calculation. 
. The Western Provinces and the Western States are deeply 
interested because of the readiness with which the immense 
grain produce of those regions could be transported to other 
lands at rates much lower than is possible now with rail 
transportation and double handling. ‘Ihe Canadian Provinces 
are further concerned because such navigational facilities as 
would be afforded would enable coal to be delivered cheaply 
from Nova Scotia to many lake ports, thus rendering the 
Dominion far less dependent on United States supplies, and 
incidentally benefiting Nova Scotia, too, by providing a 
large new market for her coal. 

Montreal is opposed to the project because she fears that 

her importance as a port is almost certain to be considerably 
diminished; New York State is opposed to it because a great 
deal of the grain from the West is shipped along the barge 
canal in that State, and the people there are afraid that they 
will lose a large portion of the existing traffic along this 
canal. The railway companies naturally feel that a very 
large and profitable traffic may almost disappear from their 
lines, while the coal companies realise that their shipments 
to Canada will be very greatly reduced. 
. To а very large portion of Eastern Canada the coal problem 
is a very serious one, as Ontario and Quebec are practically 
without any supplies of their own, and at present Ontario is 
wholly dependent on the United States. Already that country 
is beginning to inquire for how much longer she can afford 
to ship coal into Canada, and the period appears to be not 
much more than a century; a large part of the population 
of Ontario is, therefore, absolutely at the mercy of the United 
States for its very existence, and unless means of getting 
coal at reasonable rates from Nova Scotia are provided (as 
by some such scheme as that referred to above) it is difficult 
to see how Ontario can, say, 25 years from now, supply fuel 
to any considerable population, such as 40 or 50 million 
people, because it is unlikely, even if the United States does 
not actually reduce her exports of coal to this country, that 
that country will allow any great increase in such exporta- 
tions to take place, hence people in Ontario who could not 
obtain sufficient supplies of fuel in the winter would either 
have to seek a warmer clime, or go to a region where the 
fuel supplies were ample—or perish. 

With reference to the proposes power development which 
forms an essential part of this great St. Lawrence scheme, 
it has been roughly estimated that the eale of power will 
pay for the entire undertaking, both as regards navigation 
and power. That during the next few years it will be 
possible to dispose of so large a quantity of electrical energy 
as two million H.P. is hardly to be doubted, in view of the 
ever increasing demands for power that are being made 
each year on this continent. 


TRANSFORMERS FOR ELECTRIC FURNACES. 


At Birmingham, on February 25th, Mr. J. L. Thompson’s 
paper (an abstract of which appeared in our issue of January 
30th last) was read and discussed before the Ѕоотн MIDLAND 
Centre of the I.E.E. 

Major A. M. TAYLOR pointed out that nowhere in the paper 
was the use of three-phase transformers contemplated. Pre- 
sumably the difficulties in their construction were too great 
to be faced, but surely from the central station engineer's 
point of view, a considerable amount of unbalancing of the 
mains was introduced thereby. The author had brought out 
very clearly the losses introduced in the core clamping plates, 
and inferred that the core transformer was on that account 
not so good as the shell transformer. This leakage flux could 
probably be considerably reduced if the coila were subdivided 
into narrower and deeper coils, thus giving the leakage paths 
further to travel. This would also get over the difficulty of 
the secondary coils sharing the load unequally when certain 
of the primary coils were cut out of circuit. No doubt the 
difficulty was that a certain amount of reactance was wanted 
in the transformer, but such reactance could be obtained 
separately outside the transformer, and it would seem as 
though this would be the best arrangement. 

Mr. M. Kaun thought the paper gave a very instructive 
comparison of the core and shell types of transformers as ap- 
plied to furnace work. There were advantages and disadvan- 
tages in either type, which counterbalanced one another more 
or less, although it appeared that the shell type was easier 
to build and arrange than the core type. A very important 
consideration in connection with the choice of the type from 
the user's point of view, on this particular class of trans- 


former, wae the question of repairs, If a coil of a shell type 
transformer broke down, the whole core had to be rebuut, 
whilst in the core type only the top yoke had to be removed. 
This advantage might decide the question, particularly on 
the smaller eges, where some of the considerations set out 
in the paper, for example, the influence of the connections 
between coils and tbe bringing out of the leads, did not offer 
great difficulties on either type of transformer, With trans 
formers of small outputs it was possible to avoid connections 
between various sections of L.T. coils in parallel by arranging 
the L.T. winding in the form of & wide copper eheet which 
extended over the whole length of core, and was wrapped 
round the iron in a spiral. It was essential with this con- 
struction to avoid uneven distribution of the flux by arrang- 
ing the tappings in the middle of the core, otherwise con- 
siderable losses would occur in the copper sheet. 

Мг. H. S. Ногввоок said that with transformers und 
boosters arranged in the manner shown by the author, it 
appeared that the hot oil rising from the transformer would 
tend to overheat the booster windings. 

Mr. F. Forrest thought it most essential that all large 
oil-cooled transformers should be provided by the manufac- 
turer with an indicating thermometer or temperature detector, 
and that such an instrument seemed especially necessary in 
the case of transformers for furnace work which were sub- 
jected to severe shore circuits. These thermometers should 
be included whether they were called for or not by the pur- 
chaser, and it was the manufacturer’s business to indicate 
to the buyer how essential it was that he should know the 
working temperature of the transformer windings. 

Mr. W. Perry said the author had given a well-balanced 
comparison between the shell and core types of transformer 
for furnace work. By using a two-legged rectangular core 
mounted horizontally in the tank, the L.T. leads could 
be made of practically the same length, and without joints, 
as in the case of the shell type, the ventilating ducts between 
the coils would be in the same direction ag the natural flow 
of oil, and could be insulated on the same method as the 
shell type. There would also be plenty of room to bring up 
the H.T. leads without congestion. There was the further 
advantage that the economic proportions of copper and iron 
could be reasonably obtained, also a butt joint in the core 
could easily be used to facilitate repairs. With regard to 
the H.T. terminals, he was of opinion that they should be 
brought through corrugated porcelains, and that in excep- 
tionally dirty conditions they should have at least one petti- 
coat to obviate the possibility of a flashover. With regard 
to the different power factors at different periods of the run, 
he said that between the melting period and the molten 
period there wag a difference of 16.5 per cent. in the reactance 
of the circuit, which difference must originate in the bath. 
Was it correct, therefore, to assume that it was due to the 
molten steel having lost its magnetic properties. Most trans- 
former manufacturers would agree with the author's con- 
clusions that the most reliable transformer was one without 
any tappings on the H.T. side. Current control could be 
obtained on the L.T. side by the use of variable chokers, which 
were made similar to transformers. A fine wire winding of 
equal ampere turns to the main current winding was used, and 
shorted or opened automaticaly by a standard contactor. 
The choker would be of a rating of about 90 per cent. of the 
output of the main transformer, and would be somewhat 
expensive, but very reliable. 


PP 


The Ministry of Transport. —A supplementary vote for 
£181,061 for salaries and expenses of the above Ministry for 
the half-year ending March 3lst, was passed by the House 
of Commons on March 10th. Of the total, the ealary list 
accounts for no less than £171,861, or at the rate of £343,722 
per annum. The following figures show, according to the 
daily Press, how the staff has grown: December, 1919, 449; 
March, 1920, 774. an increase of 325. The list of the salaries 
paid to its leading members is said to be as under: Transport 
Minister (Sir E. Geddes), £5,000; chairman of the Rates Ad- 
visory Committee, £5,000; secretary and solicitor, 43, 750: 
assistant secretary and solicitor, £1,500; parliamentary secre- 
tary, £1,500; director-general of civil engineering, £3,000; 
deputy-director ditto, £2,500; three chief engineers (each), 
£2,000; director-general of traffic, 48,000; three directors 
(each), £1,200; director-general of mechanical engineering, 
29500; two directors (each), £1,200; consulting mechanical 
engineer, £2.500; director-general of finance, £2,500; secre- 
tary, £1,200; director-general of roads, £2,300; chief engineer, 
£1,500: assistant secretary, £1,200; director-general of trans- 
port, Ireland, £2,100; two subordinate directors (each), £1,200; 
director-general of public safety, £2,000; secretary, £1,200; 
director-general of development, £2,070; secretary. 41.200 
commissioner of light railways, £1,000. Twenty-eight officials 
receive an average of over £2,000 a year.. The railway com- 
panies have been drawn on considerably for the Minister's 
staff. Last December there were 55 members of the staff 


who had previously been in the service of the railways, and 


14 who were formerly employed by local authorities. It 


should be noted that the above figures do not include the 


salaries of the Electricity Commissioners nor the expenses of 
their department. 


———————— 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


An Offer from Algerla.— Mr. P. H. Debelfort, the 
chief engineer of the Mascara (Algeria) electricity works, informs 
us that he is willing to act as an intermediary between English 
producers and French customers in Algeria. 


Transit of Goods for the Serb, Croat and Slovene State. 
—The Department of Overseas “Trade understands that the 
Roumanian Government has given instructions to allow the free 
transit of all goods destined for the Serb, Croat and Slovene State 
which arrive at Danubian ports. It is, however, essential that the 


ship's manifests, bills of lading, &c., as well as the packages them- 


selves, should be clearly marked '' Transit pour la Serbio," as other- 
wise they are liable to detention by the Roumanian Customs 
Authorities at the port of arrival. 


Socials.—The Ipswich staff of the Electrical Depart- 
ment of Messrs. MANN, EGERTON & Co., LTD., held a Bohemian 
concert on Saturday evening, March 20th. Over 100 members of 
the staff and friends were present at the Great White Horse, where 
the event was held. Mr. C, Lill, the manager of the department, 
presided, and he was supported in the vice-chair by Mr, A. Fisher. 
During the war—from 1914 to the Armistice—the company was 
engaged building aeroplanes and carrying out electrical installa- 
tions at many important aerodromes. Since the Armistice. the 
return to pre-war work has been occupying everybody's attention ; 
that work consists chiefly of country house lighting and factory 
equipments. The social gatherings, such as that alluded to sbove, 
are being arranged with the hope of creating a good spirit between 
the technical, clerical and “ working " staffs. 


A whist drive and dance organised by the Electrical Trades 
Union in Blackpool Tower was attended by considerably over 
1,000 people. The prizes for the whist drive were presented by the 
Mayoress (Mrs. E. H. Howe). 


Book Notices.— Scientific Paper, No. 364, of the U.S. 
Bureau of Standards, “Relation of Voltage of Dry Cells to 
Hydrogen-Ion Concentration." Washington: Government Printing 
Office. Price 5 cents. Report of Investigations into Voltage 
Variation and Polarisation of Dry Cells. 

“The Practical Engineer Electrical Pocket-Book and Diary, 
1920." (592 pp.). London: The Technical Publishing Co., Ltd. 
Price, cloth, 18. 6d. net; best binding, 2s. net. This edition, the 
twenty-first, has been thoroughly revised and brought up to date, 
and many additional tables and notes have been introduced. The 
Electric Furnaces and Pyrometry sections have been entirely 
re-written. 

" Studies in Elementary Physics.” 
43 figs. Price 5s. net. Wireless Transmission of Photographs." 
By M. J. Martin. Second edition, pp. xv + 140, 77 figs. Price 
ба. net. Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony." By H. M. Dowsett. 


Pp. xxix + 331,figs. 305. Price 9s. net. London: The Wireless 
Press, Ltd. 


Liquidations and Dissolutions.—K ENbarnnL & GENT, 
LTD.—Winding up voluntarily for reconstruction purposes. Liqui- 
dator, Mr. T. W. Wright, 13, St. Ann St., Manchester. Meeting of 
creditors, April 9th, at Manchester. Claims must be sent to the 
liquidator by April 23rd. 

BRITANNIA LAMP AND ACCESSOBIES Co, Ltp.—Winding up 
voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. R. L. Tayler, 24, Coleman Street, 
E.C.2. Meeting of creditors, April 6th. 

ELECTRIC TRAIN LiGaTING SYNDICATE, LTD. — Winding 


up voluntarily. Messrs. Day & Yewdall, solicitors, 4, Central Bank 
Chambers, Leeds. 


Tona, NUTTER & Sons, electrical engineers, manufacturers, and 
merchants 41, The Side, Newoastle-on-Tyne.—Mr. A. 8. Tong and 
Mr. P. Nutter have dissolved partnership. Mr. P. Nutter will 
attend to debts and continue the business. 


By E. Blake. Pp. vi + 176, 


i 


Auction Sale.— By direction of the Disposal Board, 
Ministry of Munitions, Messrs. J. J. Greaves & Sons will sell by 
auction, on April 28th, at the Cyclops Works of Mees s. 
Cammell, Laird & Co., Sheffield, machinery and plant, including 
electric overhead travelling cranes, centrifugal pump3, electric 
motors, electrical fittings, office fittings, хс. Full particulars are 
given in out advertisement pages to-day. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.— F. Миїтснктл, (F. Mitchell 
and Co.), electrical engineer, Manchester.—A pplication for debtor'a 
discharge will be heard at Manchester on April 27th. 

W. Н. Howarp (Holborn Electrical Co.), electrical engineer, 
5, Featherstone Buildings, Holborn, W.C., and Finsbury Park.— 
Discharge suspended for two years from February 27th, 1920, 


Catalogues and Lists.— MESSRS. Drake & GORHAM 
WHOLESALF. Lro., 67, Long Acre, W. C. 2.— Illustrated Pamphlet. 
No. 284, the " Xcel " electric utility cooker. Other agents for this 
British product are: Messrs. Siemens Bros., Down & Davies, the 
Electrical Supplies, Berry's Electric Co., and the Sun Electrical Co. 

THE CONSOLIDATED PNEUMATIC Тоог, Co, LTD., Egyptian 
House, 170, Piccadilly. W. 1.—Catalogue No. 41. A comprehensive 

.liet of pneumatic tools covering drills, hammers, portable mine- 
hoiats, &c., and giving illustrations and complete details. 


Trade Announcements.— Mr. FERNAND EspIR announces 
that, as from January lat, 1920, he has taken into partnership 
his son, Mr. H. Espir, and his brother. Mr. J. Espir, the style of 
the firm remaining unchanged. 

Messus. PERCY HUDDLESTON & Co.'s London telephone number 
has been changed to '' Clerkenwell 1094." | 

MEssRs. CONNOLLY'S BLACEKLEY, LTD., have removed their 
London sales office to 46 and 47, Finsbury Square, E.C.3. Mr. O. H. 


Bishop will continue in charge. New telephone number, London 
Wall 7188.” 


Electric Motor Prices.— At a sale of engineering plant 
and machinery under the direction of the Disposal Board, Ministry 
of Munitions, at La Ваявбе Shell Factory, Glasgow. among the 
best prices realised were—A 40-8 Н.Р. electric motor, £205 ; and 
two 7-B.H.P. electric motors, £103 each. 


Copper Prices.— Messrs. F. Smita & Co. report 
(March 29th) :—Electrolytic bars, sheets, wire rods, H.C. wire, no 
change. 

Messrs. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report (March 29th) :—Copper 
bars (beat selected), sheet and rod, £166, a decrease of £2 : English 
pig lead, £43, £3 reduction on last week's prices. 


Strlke.— On Friday last 350 workers at the Euſield 


Ediswan Cable Works downed tools. 


German Transmarine Electricity Works.— With refer- 
ence to the leaderette on this subject, appearing on an earlier page 
of this issue, the Daily Mail Madrid correspondent says ae The 
Deutsche Ubersee Elektrizitäts Gesellschaft, with big interests in 
South America, especially Buenos Ayres and Santiago, is turning 
itself into a Spanish concern. The German company has a nominal 
capital (each share of 1,000 marks) of 260, O00, OO marks [at par 
£13,000.000]. This is to be converted into Spanish capital (each 
share being of 500 pesetas) of 300,000,000 pesetas (at present rate, 
£15,000,000). Other German companies are following suit." 


Electric Welding Demonstration. On Saturday last, the 
Al Manufacturing Co., of Sunbridge Road, Bradford, gave a 
demonstration of the capabilities of some of their welding 
appliances. Particulars will appear in our next iesue. 


Train Lighting.—We learn that the 100 new suburban 
railway carriages, which are now being built for the New South 
Wales Government Railways in Sydney, are to be fitted with 
Stone's system of electric lighting, comprising Liliput dynamos, 
Pegoud switches and accumulatora. 


For Sale.—Aberystwyth Town Council invites tenders for 
a 125-H.P. Daimler petrol engine. For particulars see this issue. 


* y А 

Applications for British Trade Marks.—Appended is а 
summary of the recent applications for British trademarks 
in connection with productions associated with the electrical 
industries :— 

Treva. No. 397,128. Class 8. Electrical contacts, terminals, 
parts, fittings, lamps, fusible cut-outs, sparking plugs, and 
switches, No. 397,129. Class 14. Electrical fittings made 
of precious metals or imitations thereof. No. 397,130. Class 
16. Electrical imsulators, parts, and fittings, made of por- 
celain or earthenware. No. 897,131. Class 20. Electrical 
detonators and fuses (explosive). No. 307,132. Class 40. Elec- 
trical insulator’, parts, and fittings, made of ebonite or like 
substances manufactured from india-rubber or gutta-percha. 
No. 397,133. Class 50. Electrical insulating materials, parts, 
and fittings of wood, bone, ivory, or other substances. Tre- 
velvan & Co., 155, Bracebridge Street, Birmingham. Noveln— 
ber 12th, 1919. 

The giant that lives in a box (lettering combined with two 
different designs), Nos. 398.178 and 395,179. Class 8. Plec- 
trie accumulators and parts thereof. The Chloride Electrical 
Storage Co., Ltd., Clifton Junction, near Manchester. 

Phileo. No. 398.928. Class 40. Goods manufactured. from 
india-rubber and gutta-percha. Philadelphia Storaàge Battery 
Co., Philadelphia, U. S. A., December 30th, 1919. 

угас. No. 398,471. Class 13. АП goods in Class 13. 
National Spark Plug Co.. 214-216. East State Street, Rockford. 
III.. U.S.A.. December 16th, 1919. 

Faem. No. 397,689. Class 17. Electric and pneumatie bell 
systems, &e. Mercantile Engineers & Founders, Ltd., 224, 
St. Vincent Street, Glasgow. November 27th, 1919. 

Electrol. No. 399,046. Class J. A chemical compound 
serving as an electrolyte, and а charging compound for use 
in connection with electric batteries. Henry Edmunds, Par- 
Нашен Mansions, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W.. Janu- 
агу 2nd, 1920, 

Hermetic. No. 384,728. Class 50. Vulcanised fibre, elee- 
trical insulating tapes, Ke. The Self Sealing Rubber Co.. 
Ltd., Hermetic Works, Ryland Street, Birmingham, August 
1th, 1918. 
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P.N. (initial lettere embodied in design). No. 390,006. Class 

Electric generators and parts of same, &c. Lhe Fyle- 
National Co., 1334, Kostner Avenue, Chicago, U.S.A., April 
Yth, 1919. 

A.E.G. (letters combined with design). No. 350,202. Class 
8. Electric cables, batteries, induction cols, resistances, 
swltchboarda, and meters. Allgemeine Electricitats Gesell- 
schaft, 2-4, Friedrich Karl Ufer, Berlin, Germany, November 
Sth, 1913. 

Walger (lettering combined with design). No. 389,905. 
Class 40. Connection insulators, and insulating preparations. 
Edwin Arthur Walshaw, Glasgow Road, Bolton, Ont., Canada, 
April 7th, 1919. 

Hardite. No. 398,730. Class 50. Compositions used for 
electrical insulation purposes and battery cases, bases for 
electrical apparatus, &c. Frederick James Harden, 41, Norroy 
Road, Putney, S.W., December 22nd, 1919. 

.Spondite. Мо. 391,819. Class 50. Electric insulating mate- 
rials, &c. British Cellulose & Chemical Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., 8, Waterloo Place, London, S. W., May 30th, 1919. 

Spondonite. No. 391,817. Class 50. Electrical insulating 
materials. The British Cellulose & Chemical Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., 8, Waterloo Place, London, S.W., May 90th, 1919. 

R.M.R. (initial letters embodied in design). No. 398,597. 
Class 5. Wire and metals used in the manufacture of radio 
telegraphic and electrical goods. No. 398,599. Class 13. 
Radio telegraphic and electrical goods of metal. No. 395,600. 
Class 16. Radio telegraphic and electrical goods of porcelain 
or earthenware. No. 398, 601. Class 41. Radio telegraphic 
and electrical goods, being artieles of furniture. No. 398,602. 
Goods made of wood or other material covered by Class 50 
for use in radio telegraphy and electrical work. R. M. Radio, 
Ltd., 5, Chancery Lane, London, W. C., December 19tn, 1919. 


Trade with Argentina.— The Buenos Ayres correspondent 

of the Chamber of Commerce Journal says: Provided only 
that the goods can be obtained, British importers in Argen- 
tina at the present moment are on velvet. Not only is there 
a benefit, which at the time of writing works out at about 
40 per cent., on exchange, but there is also an unquestion- 
able preference for British goods, a preference that is readily 
translated into pounds, shillings and pence. Argentine buyers 
to-day are willing to pay more for a proved British article 
than for new and untried goods from elsewhere, and this 
preference is particularly marked against many United States 
products. Both oflicial departments and private buyers agree 
in this matter, and, while it is not right to say that the 
United States are losing their trade in this part of the world, 
it is no exaggeration to declare that they have lost, and are 
still losing, many golden opportunities.“ 
' later the writer says: " American sellers of harvesting 
machinery were perhaps the first to see that it was not 
enough to dispose of a machine; it must also be kept running. 
To this end they had always available a number of capable 
imen Who could be sent anywhere at a moinent's notice and 
who understood the job they were on blindfold. It is evi- 
dent that this apparently unremunerative addition to selling 
charges is beneficial to the main interests of any big business 
which adopts it, and one or two of the large Argentine iin- 
porting houses have adopted something similar on their own 
account, without, however, getting much support in the past 
from British manufacturers of machinery, either toois or 
plant. Its general adoption has, therefore, everything to 
recommend it, and when combined with co-operative sales- 
manship, it will unquestionably do much to push British 
export in one of its most valuable lines. Every smooth-run- 
ning British machine is in itseif a piece of propaganda, and 
when the man in charge of it is convinced of its virtues, and 
knows, moreover, that in any case of unforeseen difficulty or 
breakdown he is able to obtain speedy and expert assistance, 
its introduction paves the way for further purchases in the 
same quarter. It max not be out of place to point out that 
Germany had already begun to adopt similar tactics in regard 
to electrical plant and flour-milling machinery before the war; 
and with very satisfactory results, as may be gathered bv 
conversation with any chief mechanic or engineer in charge 
of the various mills and electric light stations about the 
Republic, even when he does not happen to be of German 
birth or descent, as so frequently is the case.” 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


‘Accrington. — INovsTRIAL  SurPLY. — Regarding the 
application of Messrs. Howard & Bullough, textile machinists, for 
an increased supp'y of power to their Charter Street Works, 
Accrington Electricity Committee has agreed upon a basis of 
charging for additional supply. The e-timated cost of the neces- 
sary high-tepsion cable, switchgear, &c, is £2,000. 


Aldershot. — EXTENSIONS. — The proposal to spend 
£21,550 on extensions led to criticism by members of the Council, 
who stated that the local private undertaking showed a profit of 
£1,017 during last year, while the municipal works showed a deficit 
of over £1,000. The proposed extensions include turbo-generators 
(£11,000), boilers (£3,500), and buildings (£6,500). 


Alfreton, — Evectricity SuPPLY.— The Notts. and 
Derbyshire Power Co. has notified the local Town and Trade 
Association that it is willing to extend its mains from Ripley if 
sufficient revenue is assured. The cost of laying the mains would 
be from £1,000 to £1,200, and the company would expect a yearly 
revenue of £1,000. The comparative cost of electricity is half the 
present cost of gas, and the Association is supporting the scheme. 


Beachley.—Tipat Powrr.—The cost of the scheme 
to erect a bridge over the Severn and a dam to harness the 40-ft. 
tide for the purpose of generating electricity, is stated to be 
between £8,009,000 and £9,000,000. The Krening News says the 
project is expected to be completed in about five years. 


Birmingham. NEW Power Station.—Owing to the 
slow delivery of steel-work for the construction of the new power 
station at Nechells, the building will not be ready for the reception 
of the plant in the estimated time. It was originally hoped to 
have the station running by October, but there seems every pro- 
bability of another shortage of power during next winter. 


Blackburn.—PrRoposeD LIN KIN d- UH. -The Corporation, 
in conjunction with Preston Corporation, is negotiating with the 
Electricity Commissioners upon the question of laying a main 
between the two undertakings. 


Bolton. —ExTensions.—The Electricity Committee has 
approved a echeme of extensions to the Back-o’-th’-Bank power 
station. The first stages are expected to cost £140,000, and the 
ultimate total expenditure will be £250,000. 


Bradford.— NEW PLANT. A much-needed addition to 
the present plant, a 10,000-K w. turbo-generator, which has been on 
order for a considerable time, is expected to be installed at the 
Valley Road station within the next three months. 


Canada.— WATER POWER. — The  Zlecfrical Ness, of 
Toronto, publishes some interesting information regarding the 
utilisation of Canadian water power for the generation of elec- 
tricity. It is stated that, of an estimated available H.P. of 
18,832,000, a total of nearly 2,400,000 H.P. is being developed. 
The Ontario Hydro- Electric Commission's undertaking at Chippawa 
(Niagara Falls) is to have an initial capacity of 200.000 H. P., with 
future extensions to bring it up to 500,000 H.P. The Government 
plants at Shawinigan and Grand Mere are to be raised from 
330,000 to 600,000 H. P. 


Continental.—AusTRIA.— The Fronomir Review learns 
from a Continental source that the American Westinghouse Co. 
and other American industrial groupe are considering the exploita- 
tion of the water power of the Austrian Alps. 

FRANCE —The movement for the centralisation of the supply of 
electric energy in the Paris district bas extended to the South west 
of France. Various companies in the Lyons district have formed 
themselves into a company to supply electricity to Lyons and st. 
Etienne. The scheme consists in gradually replacing the present 
fuel stations by water power, and the linking-up of the South-east 
networks will enable the company to utilise the St. Etienne 
coalfield when reinforcement is needed. At tlie moment, 10 com- 
panies, producera or consumers of electricity, constitute the group : 
the Gaz et Electricité de Lyon; the Socicté Hydrodlectrique de 
Lyon; the Société des Forges et Aciéries Paul Girod : the Société 
Lyonnaige des Forces Motrices de Jonage ; the Société des Forces 
Motrices de la Tarentaise ; the Société pour la Création et l'Utili- 
sation des Forces Motrices de la Haute-Iscre ; the Société Force et 
Lumiere; the Energ e Electrique de la Loire et du Centre, «с. 
The energy distributed in the Lyons and St. Etienne district 
will total at the outset about 100,000 H P., requiring some hundreds 
of tons of ocal daily, and is insufficient for the needs of the 
district. Consequently, further calls on the Alps and on the 
Central Plateau wilt have to be made. The Truyére central 
station alone is able to supply 100.000 H.P. The first steps of the 
new company will be the setting-up of three 120,000-vo!t three- 
phase lines—one linking Lyons with Albertville ; the second, Lyons 
to Bourg Saint-Maurice ; the third, Lyons to & point to be fixed in 
the Tarantaise. The cost of each of these lines is estimated at 
30,000,000 francs. The lines will converge on the same central 
stationat Lyons, from whence power will be distributed. Application 
for sanction to the scheme on the ground of public utility is about 
to be made. and as the complementary generating works are under 
way, realisation of the scheme within two years at the latest is 
expected. The city of Lyons will be the chief consumer; the 
public lighting there is still bv gas, and the demands for electric 
current for private lighting, heating, and motive power are beyond 
the existing three big companies’ means to supply. Moreover. the 
Paris- Lyons-Mediterranean Railway. which has begun the electrifi- 
cation of the Cirloz-Modane line, and foresees that of the Lycnms- 
Geneva and other mountain railwaya, will be an important con- 
sumer.—4Z/ Electricité, | 

Owing toad spute in the electrical industry of Verviers, the 
town and about 40 communes have been deprived of electric 
lighting and tramway services. | 


Chorley.— Evectriciry SvurPLY.—The Town Clerk has 
reported regarding the obligation of the Lancashire Electric Power 
Co. to supply electricity in the borough under the Provisional 
Order of 1914, that the mains are still eight miles away, and a 
supply from any other existing authority does not at present 
appear practicable. It is proposed to diecuss the whole matter 
with the Electricity Commissioners with a view to formulating a 
scheme. 
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Devonshire. —Jorst ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY.-—ÀL a 
recent conference of representatives of municipal authorities, a 
deputation, consisting of delegates from Plymouth, Exeter. 


Torquay, and Barnstaple, was appointed to meet the Electricity. 


Commissioners to discuss the formation of a Joint Electricity 
Authority for the county. 


Dundee,—DELAv IN Extensions._—The progress of 
extensions to the electricity works is being held up by the difficulty 
in obtaining structural steel work. 


Gold Coast. — ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—A Bill to make 
provision for the supply by private enterprise of electricity for 
lighting and other purposes has been introduced in the Gold Coast 
Legislative Council.— West Africa. 


Hull.—CoAL SHORTAdE.— A deputation recently waited 
upon the Coal Controller to point out the great loss and incon- 
venience being caused by the shortage of fuel. It was atated that 
many large works had to be closed down at 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon, as it was impossible to supply them with power. 


Lancaster, — OUTBREAK ок FIRH.— A fire recently 
occurred atthe switchboard in the electricity works. Although it 
was soon extinguished the plant was temporarily put out of 
action. 


Liverpool.— Mains ExTENSIONS.—The extension of over 
50 cables has been approved, including a high-tension main to a 
factory at Aintree, at an estimated cost of £4,370, involving the 
erection of a sub-station costing £2,000. An extension from 
Longmoor Lane to Tazakerley will cost £8,100, and the sub-station 
£2.000. 

PRICE INCRFASE.— The charge for electricity for lighting purposes 
is to be inoreased by 25 per cent., as from January lat. 


REPAYMENT OF Costs.—The Tramways and Electric Power and 
Lighting Committee has decided to have a list compiled of thc 
firms which have applied for the return of the amounts paid by 
them for the extension of mains, showing the coat of the work, the 
amount paid by these consumers, the amount proposed to be 
refunded, and the amount paid, or payable, in respect of the con- 
sumption of electrical energy by such firms, and the period of 
consumption. The list will be considered by the Committee at the 
next meeting. 


London, HAaMMERSMITH.—The original proposals for 
electricity extensions were submitted to the Electricity Commis- 
sioners, who recommended a much more comprehensive scheme to 
meet not only the needs of the borough, but aleo those of neigh- 
bouring undertakings. It is therefore proposed to install two 
8,000 to 10,000-Kw. turbo-generating sets at an estimated cost of 
£124,000, and three additional boilers, coeting £45,000. Structural 
alterations to the boiler house will cost approximately £5,000. 

ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—The Special Committee of the London 
County Council on London Electricity Supply has reported that, as the 
result of conferences with representatives of local authorities, it is 
clear that no satisfactory proposals can be put before the Electricity 
Commissioners without a general outline scheme dealing with the 
technical aspects of the subject. Mr J. H. Rider, of the firm of 


Messrs. Preece, Cardew & Rider, has, therefore, been engaged to 


investigate the matter and report thereon. 


Lynton.—Paick IxcREASE.— The Electric Lighting Co. 
has increased the price of electricity for heating to 21d. per unit 
up to 100 units per quarter, and for larger quantities to a flat rate 
of 14d. 


Nigeria.—H vbRo-ELECTRIC PLANT. — Messrs. Vickers 
‘are constructing a hydro-electric plant on the Kwall Falls of the 
N'Gel River for the Northern Nigeria Tin Mines. The power is 
obtained from a series of small falls over a length of 14 miles, 
which give a difference in level of 700 ft. The plant capacity is 
to be 1,500 Kw., and power will be conveyed at a pressure of 
22,000 volts to the mines (a distance of 15 miles), where it will be 
stepped down to a working pressure of 525 volts. 


Plymouth.—Proposep Prick INncrEase.—The Elec- 
tricity and Street Lighting Committee recommends an increase of 
the charges for electricity for lighting by 14. per unit, and for 
power by 5 per cent. 


Skegness.—PRoPosED ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.—Messrs. 
Handcock, Dykes < Trotter have prepared a scheme for the installa- 
tion of electrical plant, &c., at an estimated cost of £19,580, 
including £2,240 for land and buildings. Before further steps are 
taken estimates are to be secured from other experts. 


Worksop. — PROPOSED EXTENSIONS. — The electrical 
engineer recommends large extensions and additions to meet the 
constmers’ increased demands. The proposals include the adoption 
of three-phase generation and а temporary bulk supply from the 
Manton Colliery. of the Wigan Coal and Iron Co., at a capital cost 
of £7,500, in order to meet consumers demands. The matter has 
been referred to a Committee for consideration and report. 


* 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Blackbura.—IxcreaseD RECEIprs.— The receipts of the 
Corporation tramways department for the past financial year 


' amount to £116,964, an increase of £25,221 over 1919, aud of 


£39,495 in 1918. 


Buruley.—WaGxs.—Tramway employés on March 26th 
received the difference between their actual earnings for the 
last two weeks and their wages for the regulation 48 hours’ 
week, in consequence of the Sunday stoppage through coal 
shortaze. | 

The new tramway queueryatem came into force on March 27th, and 
all the unloading and embarking places in the Centre are now being 
labelled with indicatora. 

Continental.—Russta.—The municipal authorities of 
Petrograd have been empowered by the Executive Committee of the 
Soviet to introduce a system of free travel on the tramways.— 
Economic Review. | 

Exeter, — ADDITIONAL PLaNT.— The city electrical 
engineer has been instructed to make inquiries regarding the 
purchase of a second-hand turbo-alternator of from 300 to 500-Kw. 


' capacity to augment the supply of power to the tramways. 


Hasllugdeu.— Fare IxcREASE.—The Town Council has 
received the permission of the Ministry of Transport to increase 
all tramway fares on the borough routes by 50 per cent. 


Ilford. —RAILLESS TRoLLEYSs.— To meet the increased 
demand for transport facilities likely to follow the erection of 
thousands of new houses in the district, the Council is considering 
the advisability of commencing a system of railless trolley routes 
as the cheapest and most flexible form of transport. 


Industrial Court Award. Men and women employed 
in railway shops and generating stations are to receive an advance 
in wages of 14d. an hour or 68. a week, according to the system of 
payment in vogue. Piecework rates are advanced 15 per cent. 
These were the terms of an award made by the Industrial Court on 
March 21th. 

Leigh (Laucs.).—PanLiAMENTARY Вил. — Тһе Private 
Bill Committee of the House of Commons has informed the Cor- 
poration that its approval will be given to the Bill seeking powers 
to establish a motor omnibus service, if a clause is inserted pre- 
venting the Corporation competing with the South Lancashire 
Tramways Co. on the latter's existing routes. 


London. — UNbERGROoUND RaiLway Fares.—As a 
result of representations by London M P.'s, the Tube-fares Bill" 
has been amended in two respects. First, it is agreed by the pro- 
moters that an increase in fares shall be made only to cover working 
expenses, efficient management, renewals, and a reasonable return 
upon capital; and, secondly, that workmen's return fares between 
any twostations shall not exceed the charge for the singie journey, 
with & minimum fare of 3d. 

Owing to the delay in paying arrears in respect of wage 
increases, the employés of the London Underground Railways 
threatened & strike at Easter, but the men have reconsidered 
their decision. 

TRAFFIC AUTHORITY.—The Committee appointed to advise the 
Minister of Transport on the London traffic problem, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Kennedy Jones, M.P.. has recommended, inter 
alia, the formation of a permanent authority, consisting of three 
members, to deal with all questions affecting traffic in the London 
area. The primary duties of such an authority would be to makea 
preliminary examination of all transport Bills, to examine schemes 
for traffic improvement, to study housing and town-planning 
schemes from the point of view of transport, to prepare a general 
development plan to which all new schemes should conform, and 
to consider all legislation proposed dealing with traffic and 
transport. 

RAILLESS TROLLEY CARS.—The London County Council intends 
to carry out experiments with railless trolley cars, as the cost of 
laying tracks has become unremunerative, 

A tramway strike, to begin on April 4th, is threatencd throughout 
the country, says the daily Press, "owing to the failure of the 
workers’ side of the Joint Industrial Council for the tramway 
industry to induce the Council to grant a 448. weekly increase on 
pre-war rates." This would mean а 108. weekly increase on present 
wages, The resolution to tender notices was passed by the Trans- 
port Workers' Federation, and seven days' notice, ending at midnight 
on April 3rd, has been given by the tramways section of the United 
Vehicle Workers, who are affiliated with the Federation. The 
application for an increase was made on February 26th; the 
tramway authorities generally declared their inability to pay the 
increase demanded, but offered 2s. 6d., which was rejected. 


Sunderland,— YEAR'S WonkiNG.— The report of the 
directors of the Sunderland District Tramways for the year ended 
October 31st last states that after paying expenses and providing 
for depreciation, there was a balance for disposal of C2 1.385, includ- 
ing £1,195 brought forward from the previous year. From this was 
deducted £7,100 interest on the prior lien bonds and first mortgage 
debentures, £5^0 for sinking fund instalment, £8,000 for transfer 
to general reserve account, leaving a balance of £8,735. From this 
the directors proposed to pay dividends of 5 per cent. (less income- 
tax)on the first income bonds, the second income bonds, and the 
preference share capital. The sum of £1.208 was left to be carried 
forward. The traflic receipts have shown a substantial increase, 
but the working expenses have again been considerably higher, 
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TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


A New Exchange,.—A new telephone exchange, to be 
known as Clerkenwell, was opened in Ironmonger Row, E.C. 1, on 
Saturday last. About 800 subscribers were transferred to the new 
exchange at 2 o'clock on Saturday afternoon. They were to be 
taken mainly from the London Wall, Holborn, Central, and City 
areas. A further 600 will be transferred on April 10th. The new 
exchange will serve the northern portion of the City, and by the 
end of the year it will have a capacity of 10.000 lines. The 
apparatus is of the manual type. A feature of the exchange will 
be an operating school accommodating 130 students. This makes 
London’s seventy-fourth exchange, and by the end of the year three 
others will have been opened. At present there are about 155,000 
subscribers in the London district, and others are being added at 
the rate of about 1,000 per week. Approximately 60,000 new 
subscribers have been connected since the armistice, and there are 
still half that number waiting for instruments. 


Engineers for Dutch  Colonies.—According to the 
Schweiz, Bauzeitung, of March 6th, the Dutch Government requires 
& fairly large number of electrical engineers for the Telegraph, 
Telephone. and Postal Services in the Dutch East Indies. As it is not 
possible to cover requirements in Holland, the Government wishes 
to engage young Swiss engineers holding the diploma of a technical 
college. In order to give applicants some idea of the conditions 
and duties of their employment, the (Dutch) Government arranged 
for a Colonial official, Herr Dom van Rombeck, Chief of the 
" Dutch East Indies Labour Department" at the Hague, to give a 
public lecture in Zurich,on March 8th, on the conditions in the 
Dutch East Indies, and in connection therewith to receive 
applications. 

Why the Dutch Government should go to Switzerland for elec- 
trical engineers is not clear. Is not the war over yet? We have 
never heard that Swiss engineers have shown any special aptitude 


for telegraphy and telephony, subjects in which the British have 


always held theirown. 


Holland.— Owing to cable congestion between England 
and Holland, the Netherlands Chamber of Commerce in London 
has asked the Marconi Co. to report on the possibility of instituting 
a wireless telephone service. A licence would be necessary from 
each of the Governments concerned. 


Italy.— Successful wireless telephonic conversation was 
carried on, last week, between Chelmsford (England) and Rome. 
According to Marconi officials, wireless conversation has been 
received clearly up to distances of 1.200 miles. Conversation has 
also been heard from a ship's station at a distance of 1,500 miles, 
but this was very faint. 

Japan.—The estimates for wireless expansion in the 
Japanese Budget for the coming year do not, according to Eastern 
Frgineering, cover the overhauling of the Funabashi Station, which 
must soon be taken in hand, but only provide for the replacement 
of the transmitting and receiving outfits. The apparatus is of the 
old German one-mast type. This is one of the three stations 
belonging to the Japanese Navy, the others being Hozan (Formosa), 
and the station at Sosebo, now in course of construction. The 
Navy will probably present a supplementary estimate to cover the 
construction and repair programme considered necessary. , 


Portugal.— The strike of telephone workers ended last 
week, and work was resumed. 


Post Office Loss.—A White Paper issued on March 
22nd, deals with the accounts of the Postal, Telegraph, and Tele- 
phone Services for the year ended March 31st, 1919, and shows 
deficit on both the telegraph and telephone departments. The net 
receipts of the two departments, including £5,456,573 put down as 
the value of services performed for other departments without 
remuneration, amounted to £16,193,289. while the expenditure 
aggregated 4 18,279,998. The ultimate result being a deficit on 
the telegraphs of £685,139, an increase of £128,809, and on the 
telephones a deficit of £36,261, against a net surplus of £355.468 in 
1917-18. On the other hand, the postal services showed a surplus 
of £8,168,956, an increase on that of the previous year of 
£1,320,071. 

Wireless Telephony.— Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co. 
carried out successful demonstrations last week at Chelmsford in 
directing an aeroplane by means of wireless telephony. 


~ 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date giren in parentheses at the end of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in which the " Oficial 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia. —MELBOURNE.—A pril 12th. City Council. 
Two 2,000-Kw. rotary converters ; H.T. switchgear, 6,600 v. ; D.C. 
switchgear, 600 v. (January 30th.) 

PERTH.—May 3rd. Postmaster - General's Department. In- 
sulators, bolts, brackets, kc. Schedule 673. (See this issue ) 

April l4tb. Postmaster-General's Department. Telegraph and 
telephone instruments and parts. Schedule 671. (See this issue.) 

Bedwellty. — April 12th. Urban District Council. 
Electric wiring, fittings, &c. at Pengam and Aberbargoed. (March 
26th.) ps 
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Belginm.—April 7th. The municipal authorities of 


Ixelles, Brussels, Supply of a quantity of armoured cable for 
low-tension distribution mains, Specifications may be obtained 


from the Maison Communale, Ixelles, for two francs. 


April 6th. Municipal authorities of Chassepierre (Province of 
Luxenbourg). Tenders for а central electric lighting station in 
the town. 

April 13th. Municipal authorities of Wevelghem. Supply and 
installation of a transformer sub-station of 150-Kw. capacity. 
Particulars from and tenders to the Salle Communale, Wevelghem, 
Belgium. 


Canterbury.—April 19tb. Electricity Department. One 


.1,000-Kw. three-phase turbo-alternator, surface condensing plant, 


two rotary converters, superheater, &c. (March 20th.) 

Darlington.—April 19th. Electricity Department. One 
water-tube boiler. (See this issue.) 

Edinburgh.—April 26th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. E. H. T. paper-insulated lead-covered cables. (See this issue.) 

Eastbourne, — April 16th. Electricity Department. 
Supply and erection of one water cooling tower. (March 26th.) 

Great Yarmouth.—4April 16th. Electricity Department. 
One 2,000-Kw. turbo-alternator, one 750-K w. rotary converter and 
transformer, and one 750-KW. frequency changer. (March 19th.) 

Lincoln.—April 8th. Electricity Department. Pipe- 
work, and motor-generator and switchgear for St. Swithin's power 
station. (March 5th.) 

London.—SHoREDITCH.— Electricity Supply Department. 
Water-tube boiler, 5,000-KW. turbo-alternator, E.H.T. and D.C. 
switchgear. (March 19th.) 

Margate.— April 15th. Town Council. Electric light 
installation, pavilion and winter gardens, Mr. J. E. Saxby, Manager. 


Peterborough. — Electricity Department. 1,000-кҰ. 
turbo-alternator with condenser and pipe work, switchgear, 500-K W. 
rotary converter, superheaters, induced dranght fan, two sets 
forced draught furnaces, foundations and builders’ work, and H.T. 
cables. (March 19th.) 

South Africa.—A pril 24th. Oudtshoorn Municipality. 
Time for receipt of tenders extended from March 24th to April 24th. 

Tasmanla.— LAUNCESTON.— June 7th. City Council. 
One 1, 000. k. v. A. hydro turbo-alternator, with switchgear, City 
Electrical Engineer, Town Hall, Launceston. 


CLOSED. 


Accrington.— Electricity Committee. 
Alterations to crane, £330.—J. Spencer & Co. 


Australia.—SvDNEY.— City Council. Accepted. 
4 miles 7/16 н.р. bare-copper cable 1s. 7]d. lo. W. G. Watson & Co., Ltd. 


Accepted: 


8 miles 7/14 „ = * Is. Sad. lb. .. 
4 miles 19/16 ,, 3% » £130 .. .. F. S. Lee. 
20 mites 7/18 „ às 55 1s. 9%. lb. .. 


W. Adans, Ltd. 
Lawrence & Hansen Elec. 
Co., Ltd. 

Two sets of front headers with water boxes for economisers; one set of back 
headers with water box, £2,437, Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 

9,000 yd. *15sq. in. three-core 5,000 v. lead-covered н.т. cable, £6,384; 5,000 yd. 
1 sq. in. three-core 10,000 v. lead-covered H.T. cable, £3.562; 10,000 yd. 15 
sq. in. three-core 10.000 v. lead-covered н.т. cable, 48,896, Siemens „ Ltd. 

enders, 


London.—STEPNEY.—Electricity Committee. Accepted: 

9,000 tons West Cannock nuts, 41s. 4d. per ton; 2,000 tons ditto, 2 in. nutty 
slack, 85s. 10d. ton; 1,000 tons Tamworth, 14 in. nutty slack, 37s. 6d. 
ton. 


Switchgear for Whitechapel and Mile End sub-stations :— 


8 miles 714 „ 59 АК 4468 
10 miles 7/2 double-braided aerial cable £195 


A, Beyrolie & Co, .. £7,761 Sub. station type 

(recommended), 
Ditto ats T. (alternative) 8,086 
General Electric Co., Ltd... ^s e 7.7 
Bertram Thomas .. s 2 m .. 8,026 
Switchgeag & Cowans  .. X Ех .. 8,026 
Park Royal Engineering Works, Ltd. .. 9,158 
Brit. Thomson- Houston Co., Ltd. 9,646 


New Switchgear Construction Co., Ltd. .. 9.910 
Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd. js .. incomplete 
24 steel tubular electric standards for street lighting, £342, British Mannes 


man ‘Tube Co., Ltd. Accepted.) | | 
Additional suppiy zi mies of feeder cable, for the Limehouse and White- 


chapel stations, £4,349. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. Accepted.) 
House service cable : — 


Henley's Telegraph Works Co.. Ltd. recom.) .. T e £385 
British Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd. Ve 8 vs 390 
W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. * : 442 


4 mile of earthenware pipes, and $ mile of troughs and covers. 


Sutton & Co. recom.) £215 

Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. te T a P is Js 238 

Henley's Telegraph Wo ks Co., Ltd. .. s = ss Е 264 
Sr. PANcRas.—Highways, Sewers and Public Works Committee. 


Recommended :— | | 

Mossay & Co., Ltd.--Two 3i.ton “Orwell” electric motor wagons, with 

interchangeable cylindrical wat:r-tank bodies, £1,6/3 each, including 
extras. 

Lacre Motor Car Co., L*d.—T wo motor road.sweeping machines, £650 each. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Association of Engineerirg and Shipbuilding Draughtsmen.— Thursday, 
April 8th. At the University, Liverpool. At 7.30 p.m. Lecture on 
„ Designa of a 40-ton Titan Crane," by Messrs. P. A. Arbeny aud H. W. 
Mellor, At the Grammar School, Chesterfield. At 7.3, p.m. Lecture on 
„The Destructive Distillation of Coal,“ by Mr. E. Nicholson. 

nstitution of Electrical Engineers (Western Centre).— Monday, April 12th. 
At the South Wales Institute of Engineers, Cardiff, At 7 p.m. Lecture 


on Thermionie Valves," by Prof. E. Bacon. 
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NOTES. 


New Fire-Damp Indicator.—A new fire-damp indicator, 
the invention of an English electrical engineer, is said to have 


passed all teats, and should, in conjunction with the electric lamp, 


materially contribute to the safety of life in mines. According to 
the Sheffield Independent the instrument only occupies & space of 
2 in. by 2 in., and weighs less than 8 oz. It is strongly made, and 
is unaffected by complete immersion in water; it oan be 
incorporated in any electric lamp. The device. it is claimed, is 
capable of reoording the percentage of fire-damp present in the 
atmosphere down to a quarter of 1 per cent. 


Japanning Ovens.—A recent issue of the American 
Machinist contains some useful information regarding electrically- 
heated japanning ovens. The system described is that adopted by 
an American typewriter manufacturing company, and consists of a 
battery of six ovens, four of which are 7 ft. 5 in. high, 7 ft. 1 in. 
deep and 6 ft. 2 in. wide, while the other two are slightly smaller. 
The heating load of each oven is 27 Kw. The heating units are 
compact, and as their maximum temperature is relatively low 
(400° F.) risk of burning out and causing fires or explosions 16 
reduced to a negligible point. During their life of four years, 
these ovens have proved eminently satisfactory, and the fuel cost 
compares very favourably with gas-heated ovens, which circum- 
stance, combined with the fact that the capacity of the electric oven 
is considerably above that of the other type, proves without doubt 
the soundness of employing electricity for this class of work. 
Figures given in,the article show that the electric oven has & 
capacity of 300 frames, against 180 in the case of the gas oven, and 
while the fuel co:t per day in the case of the latter is $5778, that of 


A is only $162, and a year's working shows a total saving 
of $360. 


White Horses.—(Lines suggested by recent proposals.) 


Chafing and rearing they start away, 
Scared by the touch of a human hand, 
Scattering foam in a cloud of spray ; 
Wild-eyed and panting, they will not stand. 


They bave been free since the world began, 
Heedless of snaffle or curb or rein, 

Galloping far from the homes of man, 
Prancing and tossing each flowing mane. 


Can they be broken, these dashing steeds, 
Restless and strong as the wild North wind ? 
Will cunning Science to meet new needa 
Harness the tides to assist mankind ! 
LESLIE M. OvLER. 


London Underground Railway Speeds. — We are 
indebted to the Tramway and Railway Journal for the accom- 
panying interesting table showing the average speeds of trains over 
the distances. and with the number of station stops mentioned. 
There has been an appreciable improvement on the routes on which 
"hurry-up" men have been provided. It will be noted that the 
average speed is in inverse proportion to the number of stops per 
mile. With regard to the lower speed on the City and South 
London Railway. the stops are exceptionally numerous, and it has 
to be remembered that the trains are hauled by electric locomotives 
instead of being equipped and driven on the multiple-unit system. 
On all the other lines the rate of acceleration on leaving each 
station is very high, and the pull up on stopping is sharp. When 
steam locomotives were used on the District Railway, the average 
train speed was 13°65 miles an hour. 


Average 
Distance. Station Time. speed. 
Miles. stops. | Minutes., Miles per 
hour. 
Mansion House to Ealing ,.. ' 109 9 2% 24:2 
Mansion House to Ealiug .. . 10:9 16 14 19 3 
Elephant and Castle to Watford .. 20:8 26 61 20°13 
Hammersmith to Finsbury Park . 89 14 30 17 78 
Charing Cross to Golder's Green .. 6˙1 11 21 17°47 
Charing Cross to Golder's Gree 
(theatre) ds d - 61 4 16 22:84 
Charing Cross to Highgate .. e 4:4 11 17 15:55 
Charing Cross to Highgate (theatre) 44 3 12 22°15 
Liverpool Street to Wood Lune 6:8 13 21 17:0 
Clapham Common to Euston 7:3 


| 13 32 13:69 


Decimal Coinage.—The Report of the Royal Commission 
on Decimal Coinare, of which Lord Emmott is chairman, was 
issued on Wednesday, last week. It emphasises the necessity of 
retaining the pound in any event, and states that the pound and mil 
system is the only one which complies with thiB condition: but it 
finds that the disadvantages of effecting the change outweigh the 
benefits to be gained, and decides against making any change. A 
minority report takes the opposite view, advocating the pound- 


mil system, and another minority report recommends a dollar 
system. 


Appointments Vacant.—Charge engineer (£110 to £130 
+ 20 per cent. + £120), mains assistant (£110 to £130 + 20 per 
cent. + £120), for the Corporation of Portsmouth Electricity 
Supply Department: assistant engineer (460). assistant mains 
engineer (£ 150), for the Edinburgh Corporation Electricity Works; 
switchboard attendant (85s. td.), for the Borough of Burnley 
Electric Lighting Department: shift engineer (£245) for the Eccles 
Corporation Electricity Works. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Electrically-propelled Canos,—CoRRECTION.—In con- 
nection with our article on the recent Olympla Motor-Boat Exhibi- 
tion, which appeared in our issue of March 19th, wherein particulars 
were given of an electrically-propelled canoe, our attention has been 
called to the passage reading : " The motor and accumulators are 
concealed under the deck, the latter comprising 32 two-volt, 
122-ampere Chloride ‘ Exide' cells in ebonite cases," and we would 
point out that the paragraph should have read: The motor and 
accumulators are concealed under the deck, the latter consisting of 
38 two-volt accumulators. The capacity of the battery ut 
20-ampere discharge rate, 122-ampere hours 


The Testing of Turbine Steels.—At a meeting of the 
North-East Coast Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders, on 
March 19th, a paper entitled Turbine Steels: a Research into their 
Mechanical Properties was read by Dr. W. Н. Hatfield, it being 
the joint work of that gentleman, of the Brown-Firth Research 
Laboratories, Sheffield, and of Mr. Н. M. Duncan. B. So., of Messrs. 
C. A. Parsons's research laboratory, Newcastle. The research was 
instituted by the writers of the paper and Mr. A. D. C. Parsons, as 
a Sub-Committee of the British Electrical and Allied Manu- 
facturers' Association, and was conducted with a view to 
determining what auxiliary tests might usefully be added to the 
specification in order to supplement the information obtained from 
existing mechanical tests. ‘The tensile tests were carried out on a 
50,000-kg. Olsen testing machine. The resulta generally suggested 
that eommercial forgings were of moderately good quality steel. 
but that the qualities that could be induced in small masses were 
not obtainable, nor were they to be expected, in large masses. 
Turbine parts which had given satisfactory service as compared 
with those that had not, according to the results, suggested that 
design might be a factor of greater importance than the quality of 
the steel. As regarde the indications of the various mechanical 
testa on the forgings and turbine parts investigated, in all cases 
the tensile tests gave a good indication of the quality of the 
material, though, perhaps, not sufficient for absolute reliance. The 
difference between ductility, longitudinally end transversely. was 
generally shown up in the figure for elongation or reduction of 
area, while the maximum stress reached indicated the conditions 
of hardness or stiffness. The Izod test, while useful for special 
cases where notches entered into design. was of little advantage in 
large turbine forgings—especially carbon steel forgings—on account 
of ita lack of sensitiveness. The test might, however, be usefully 
retained in some cases of nickel-chrome steel forgings as 
a check on heat treatment. The authors expressed the opinion 
that the Stanton test probably approached nearest to the condi- 
tions likely to be met with in practice where design or accident 
introduced undesirable features, such as sudden changes of croas- 
section, sharp right-angled corners. and the effect of a blow. The 
experimental work also enabled the compilers of the report to 
recommend the Sankey test for much more attention from 
engineers. Unfortunately the number of tests performed was not 
yet sufficient to enable them to fix definitely what value should b: 
given by the test, and to specify sufficiently definitely the 
conditions. 


American Copper Production Costs.—Following an 
examination of the books of the U.S.A. copper companies, the 
Federal Trade Commission finds, says the Mining Reriew, that the 
average co:ts of those companies that contribute 95 per cent. of 
the total output were as under in 1918 :— 


Pounds - 
Cents per per long ton, Per cent. of 


Department. pound. approximate. total cost. 
Mining wag ive sis $us 6 94 £32 0 42°97 
Depletion of ore* ... - «а 0'72 8 6 4°45 
Purchase of ore зав see 9'51 2 6 3:19 
Transportation of ore sai 0°83 3 16 5:18 
Reduction of ore ... id: sas 5'89 27 4 36°44 
Transportation of refinery one 0 85 3 18 5°28 
Refining "- wae РРА 1:02 4 14 6:36 
Administration... TM iw 0˙89 4 0 5:56 
Selling expenses ... bes - 018 0 16 1°16 
Credits for gold and silve " 171 Т 18 10 59 
Labour isa ies T Р 5°30 £21 10 32°83 
Materials wae is bos 3°76 17 8 23˙28 
Overhead ... ss "m eee 2°14 9 18 13°27 
Depre 'iation ‚к -— TA 0'91 4 6 5˙85 
Depletion“ $us i: m 072 3 6 445 
Tolls e sie TT are 4°99 23 0 30°91 
Credits 255 bod xus T 171 7 18 10˙59 


* Depletion of ore is a charge allowed by the Treasury Department 
when making out taxation forms. 


Unprotected Wires—Company Fined.—At Spennymoor 
(Durham) on March 23rd, the Weardale Steel, Coal. and Coke Co.. 
Ltd., was fined £50 for insufficient safeguard and protection of 
electric wires at its by-product ovens, Tudhoe Works, whereby 
George Copeland met his death on February Ist, by coming in 
contact with a live wire. It was stated that the body of Copeland 
was found at the door way of the sulphate house. his hand clutching 
a live wire. Тһе opinion was expressed that deceased had picked 
up the wire to put it оп one side. as it had blown down across the 
doorway. William Shand, electrical engineer for the company, 
said the wire was put up in the ordinary way. and added that there 
was no cradle underneath. The wires had been in the same 
condition for 12 years, and no complaint had been made until the 
accident occurred, 
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Electric Welding.—In reviewing developments in the 
electrical industry during 1919, Mr. J. Lister states in the General 
Electric Review that the rate of inorease in the use of electric 
welding is indicated by the fact that in 1918 the number of welding 
outfits sold was more than double that of any preceding year, while 
1919 in turn gave a further increase of 100 per cent. over 1918. 
A new DO. welding outfit was produced which delivers ourrent 
directly to the arc at the required pressure without the use of any 
form of ballast resistance or external regulating devioe. This 
result is obtained by means of a dual magnetio circuit, one section 
of which generates constant potential in part of the armature by 
means of a shunt field excited from this part of the armature 
winding, while the armature reaction and a differential series field 
cause а varying voltage in the other part of the armature winding. 
The constant potential is 30 volts, while the other component varies 
from plus 30 volts on open circuit to minus 30 volts on short 
circuit. The generator rating is 200 amperes, no exciter is required, 
and either А.С. or D.C. motor or belt-drive can be used. The outfit 
is self-contaiued, including a control panel, is compactly mounted 
so that it can be readily moved about, and weighs about 1,300 Ib. 
A new automatic welding machine, for depositing metal varying 
in thickness from 25 mils to 0°25 in., was also developed for use, 
for instance, in increasing the diameter of a shaft by means of a 
self-feeding wire e'ectrode, the shaft being rotated asin a lathe 
during the operation. The machine, fig. 1, consists of a pair 
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FIG, 1.—AN AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC WELDER. 


of rolls which are driven at varying speeds by a D.C. shunt wound 
motor. The rolls deliver the electrode wire to the working face, 
and when the arc is drawn, the field and armature of the motor 
are instantaneously influenced by the voltage across the arc and 
respond by increasing or decreasing the rate of feed of the wire, 
thereby regulating the length of the arc to the value for which the 
machine is adjusted. Above the feed rolls, wire straightening rolls 
are provided to ensure accurate feeding of the wire and the proper 
location of the arc. The machine may be operated from any D.C. 
welding circuit. and will use any size of electrode, up to its 
mechanical limits, with equal precision in operation, as neither of 
these factors enters into the question of the rate of feed control, 
which is governed solely by the voltage across the arc. The com- 
рее outfit is very compact, being 4 ft. long, 18 ір. wide, and 6 in. 
igb. 


Automatic Sub-Statlons.—Mr. John Lister’s annual 
summary of developments in the electrical industry in the January 
issue of the General Electric Leriew, is always instructive and 
interesting. This year he has more to tell than ever before. On 
the subject of automatic generating and distributing stations, Mr. 
Lister says that the continued popularity of the automatic sub- 
station is shown in the increased orders for various types and sizes 
up to 2,000 Kw., and 1,500 volta direct current. The largest set so 
far constructed is a 2,000-Kw. synchronous motor-generator now 
being installed to supplement the power supply to the Michigan 
Central R.R. operating electric locomotives through the Detroit 
river tunnel. Automatic sub station equipment was sold in Cuba, 
Australia, and New Zealand, and inquiries were received from other 
foreign countries. At the end of 1919 there were approximately 
60 G.E. equipments in operation, and about 20 more being con- 
structed or installed. The success of the automatic generating 
station at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and the many railway sub-stations 
in service has encouraged development of others on automatic 
lines. An automatic hydro-electric generating station was 
developed for the Blue River Power Co., at Seward, Neb. This 
plant consists of а 240-K. V A., 120-RPM., 60-cycle, 2,4(0-volt, 
water-wheel-driven generator, and three 80-K.v.A, 24,000/2,400- 
volt transformers, and is the first of several stations to be installed 
on this system. А second installation is for the Ontario Power 
Co., at Ontario, Cal., which consists of one 500-K.v.A., 60-cycle 
generator direct-connected to a Pelton water wheel. This station 
is not entirely automatic, but is controlled by pilot wires from a 
manually-operated station on the same stream. In case of 
necessity the station will shut down automatically. An automatic 
distributing station was developed for the Malden Electric Co., at 
Malden, Mass., and comprises a 3,000-K.v.A. transformer plant fed 


i 


by а 29,000-volt line, with a ‘second as a spare. It feeds three 
three-phase feeder cirouits, and three single-phase feeder circuits 
which are controlled by automatic oil oircuit-breakers with а 
“notching” relay. This relay will close a circuit breaker if it is 
tripped, and reclose it if it trips a second time within a brief 
period. Ifthe short cirouit has not oleared itself by this time, 
the circuit breaker trips a third time, and the circuit remains open 
until cleared and the switch closed by an operator. 


The Kearney High-Speed Railway System.— Jlodern 
Transport is enabled to announce that the Ministry of Transport 
has called for a fall-sized demonstration railway on the Kearney 
high-speed system. This decision is the outoome of a proposal 
made a year ago by Mr. Kearney for the linking of North and South 
Woolwich by means of a tube, on the Kearney system, under the 
river Thames. This scheme was examined in detail by the Cor- 
porations of Woolwich and East Ham, and endorsed by them, and 
we understand that it was also approved by the Ministry of Muni- 
tions, the War Office, the Royal Arsenal authorities, and the Great 
Eastern Railway Co. The test line is to be a surface railway 
incorporating all of the essential features of the Kearney Tube so 
far as gradients, curvature, and speed are concerned. A stretch cf 
land has been retained near Brighton which fulfils all the neces- 
sary conditions. The line will commence on the western slope of 
Beacon Hill, and it will extend for a distanoe of just over half-a-mile 
towards Brighton. Starting on the level at Beacon Hill the line 
will descend by means of a gradient of 1 in 7 (as is proposed for 
the Woolwich Tube) until a depth of 120 ft. from the starting 
point is reached, corresponding with that portion of the Woolwich 
Tube which will be under the Thames. Then, after continuing ou 
the level for about 500 ft., the line will ascend again by means of 
a gradient of 1 in 7 toa height approximately the same as at the 
starting point. For about 1,700 ft. from Beacon Hill the line will 
be run on a curve of 1 mile radius, so that it will be practically an 
open air duplicate of what is proposed for Woolwich. ` А speed of 
60 miles an hour will be attained over the level section between the 
gradients, and the journey time from start to stop will be 1 minate. 


The car which is to be used in the test has already been built by ' 


the Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd., of Loughborough, and 
will be ready shortly for delivery. It seats 44 persons, is equipped 
with two 35-Н P. electric motors, and has a streamline body. The 
four under wheels are each 3 ft., and tbe two guide wheels each 
11 in. diameter. The weight (unloaded) is approximately 20 tons. 
Current at 500 volts will be generated by temporary plant at 
Greenway, and supplied to the car through an overhead wire 
suspended on the structure which supports the guide rail. The 
single ground rail, which takes the whole of the weight of the 
а, will be of the standard flat-bottom type weighing 75 Ib. рег 
yard. 


Another American Turbine Fallure.— Further particulars 
of the wreck of a large turbo-generator eet in the Regina, 
U. S.A., power house, on January 8th, as briefly reported 
in our pages some weeks ago, are now to hand. ‘The failure 
occurred at 7 in the morning, just after the day shift 
engineers had taken over the plant from the night crew. No 
warning of trouble was given, and that no casualties or serious 
damage to adjacent machinery occurred seems to have been 
& special dispensation of Providence. The damage is fully 
covered by the 12 months’ guarantees of the makers. | 

The turbine in question, a 5,000-& w., 3,600-R.P.M., 2,300- 
volt, 60-cycle, 3-phase machine, was of the American General 
Electric Co.’s manufacture, and in this connection it is in- 
teresting to recall that three other machines by the same 
makers have failed in а similar manner within recent months. 
The accidents referred to were reported in our issues of 
April 19th, October 4th, and 95th, 1918. 

Officials of the G.E. Co. are now inquiring into the cause 
of the wreck, which is said to have been due to weakness 
in one of the turbine wheels, & piece of which gave way and 
broke through the 2.5-in. casing, allowing the interior of the 
turbine to be scattered in all directions. When the casing 
gave way, the valve chamber was thrown aside, and the 
9-in. diameter shaft and wheels, weighing some ten tons, 
was lifted from its bearings, travelled a distance of some 
20 ft., and landed immediately behind the adjacent turbine 
set 


The wrecked turbine was only packed on its foundations in 
July last, being installed by the makers’ representatives. It 
had five stages, the first with two running rows, and all the 
rest with one. The net weight of the turbo-generator, with- 
out condenser, was 125,000 Ib., the price of the whole outfit 
erected being about $152,000. 'The makers' guarantees with 
200 lb. gauge steam pressure, 2 in. absolute vacuum, and 
100 deg. superheat, were: at half load 14.75; 3 load 13.89; full 
load 13.68; and 11 load 13.89. The mean blade velocities 
and the mean wheel diameters were respectively as under :— 

First wheel, 565 ft. per sec. and 3 ft. diam. 

Second wheel, 785 ft. per sec. and 4 ft. 2 in. diam. 

Third wheel, 793 ft. per sec. and 4 ft. 9.5 in. diam. 

Fourth wheel, 801 ft. per sec. and 4 ft. З in. йаш. 

Fifth wheel, 816 ft. per sec. and 4 ft. 4 in. diam. 

The accident places the undertaking in precisely the same 
by the G.E. Co. for the American Gas Co., which, however, 
after placing the order found that the machine would not be 
required, and, therefore, assigned its contract to the City 
of Regina. The machine was built, and others like it, but 
the makers found that in a similar machine weakness was 
euspected, the wheel of the present turbine was, therefore, 
dismantled and rebuilt to make assurance doubly sure (sic.). 
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The accident places the undertaking in precisely the eame 
Doeition as it was a year ago, the capacity of the station 
being only about 500 KW, in excess ot the demand, Which 
reaches 4,000 Kw. between 6 p.m. and midnight in the winter 
months. It is hoped, however, to have certain other plant, 
which has been in need of repairs for some time, in commis- 
sion shortly; replacements fur this plant, which were on 
order in England, are reported to have arrived in the States. 


An Eiectrically-propelled Yacht.—The question of a 
suitable type of propelling plant for a large auxiliary sailing 
yacht needs careful consideration. Lightness, ease of con- 
trol, and a minimum space occupied are necessary, combined 
with the least interference with the sailing qualities of the 
vessel. Many methods have been employed and various types 
of engines have been adopted, but probably the most original 
system, says the Motor Ship and Motor Boat, is that utilised 
in the auxiliary yacht Lljay. She is the only large yacht in 
Which Diesel electric propulsion has been adopted, and the 
arrangement offers considerable advantages for the vessel con- 
cerned. ‘The Elfay is 152 ft. overall, with a beam of 30 ft., and a 
draught of 21 ft. 2 in., the length on the water-line being 
115 ft., and the gross tonnage 313 tons. In 1914, 1915, and 
1916, before the auxiliary power was installed, she competed 
in à number of long-distance races, and was one ot the 
most elaborately equipped yachts ever built in the United 
States. Last autumn it was decided to fit her out and install 
power to give a speed of 8 or 9 miles per hour under power 
alone. The Winton Engine Works, in conjunction with the 
Westinghouse Co., carried out the installation. These two 
firms are now combining for providing Diesel electric equip- 
ments for large ocean-going ships, as we recently announced. 
The electric generating machinery consists of a 125-H.p. Diesel 
engine of the ordinary four-cycle Winton type, being a six- 
cylinder machine running at 425 R.P.M., and as it drives a 
dynaino it is fitted with a sensitive governor for voltage 
regulation. This is essential, since the load varies considerably 
when, for instance, it is necessary to go astern. The generator 
is a 75 KW. set, and there is also a 9-KW. exciter machine, 
which is driven by means of a noiseless chain at 900 R. P. M., 
and is used for the excitation of both the propelling motor 
and the generator. This propelling motor is placed night aft, 
so that there is a very short propeller shaft. It is of 90 H. p. 
when running at 360 R.P.M., and drives а 42-in. diameter 
propeller with a pitch of 42-in., this giving the vessel a speed 
of about 84 knots. The speed ahead or astern 18 varied by 
altering the strength of the field in the generator. In the 
stop position there is no field in the generator, but a full field 
in the motor, whilst in the full astern position there is a 
maximum field in both generator and motor. The advantage 
of this arrangement ig that the main current is not controlled, 
but only a small portion of the exciter current, thus render- 
ing the handling of the vessel very simple without com- 
plicated gear. The method of controlling the speed of the 
vessel is as follows: The engine is started up and the cam 
controller switch for building up the motor field from the 
exciter is then put in. Next, the main contact breaker 
between the cam controller and the motor is switched in, 
these operations being carried out by the engineer in the 
engine-rooin. The whole of the rest of the control is effected 
from the deck by means of a deck controller on a brass stand, 
about 3 ft. 6 in. high. The handle has a swing of about 
20 in. By moving it one-half of the circle, full speed ahead 
is reached, and in the opposite direction, full speed astern. 
In intermediate positions, intermediate variations in speed 
are obtained. A switchboard is fixed in the deck house, on 
which instruments give the voltage of the generator, motor, 
and exciter, as well as the current and the speed of the 
motor and generator, this switchboard being duplicated in 
the engine room. Needless to sav, the electrical drive gives 
excellent opportunities for the convenient operation of the 
auxiliaries. The winch forward for handling 15 anchor, and, 
in case of necessity, for hoisting the sails, is driven by a 
10 н.р. electric motor. Amidships are two additional electric 
winches of 4 H.P. each, for hoisting and lowering the sails. 
The vessel is heated throughout by electricity, and all the 
cabins are electrically lighted and provided with fans. The 
auxiliaries include a one-ton ice machine, operated by a 
74-н.р. electric motor, a water pump, a bilge pump, and an 
oil pump, as well as a $ н.р. air compressor supplying fuel 
to the oil range in the galley. The auxiliary air compressor 
is driven by a 121 н.р. electric motor. Electric current for 
these auxiliaries is provided by a 25 H.P. Quaille oil engine 
driving a 15 KW. generator, but this is purely ап auxiliary 
and is used to charge a set of storage batteries when the 
vessel is Iving in dock for any length of time. These storage 
batteries have a rated capacity of 60 amperes for five 
hours, this being sufficient. for all the requirements of the 
boat, except the actual propulsion, for two complete days 
without recharging. The bunker capacity is 2.400 gallons of 
fuel oil, giving a cruising radius of 2,000 miles, with a con- 
sumption of 74 gallons per hour. In addition, 360 gallons of 
lubricating oil are carried. The Лау recently started on 
her maiden voyage to Cuba and Bermuda. 

Electrostatic Effects on Airships.— Mixtures of hydrogen 
ond air in proportions between certain limits may be ex- 
ploded by a minute electric spark. Such conditions may 
obtain on or near an airship. and in this connection Prof. 
G. S. Fulcher's recent contribution to Aviation on electro- 


static effecta on airships is of interest. As a result of the 
olectric field near the surface of the earth, 60 to 200 volts 
per metre, the difference of potential between points at 
different heights above the surface may be very great. The 
charges induced on в conducting balloon. depend upon the 
electric field in the region before the arrival of the balloon 
and upon charges induced on nearby conductors because of 
the disturbing effect of the balloon; therefore, the eudden 
transference of а balloon from a region of high potential to 
one of low, will not change the charges on the balloon, 
provided the strength of the field 1s unchanged and the balloon 
is not brought near a conductor. Ihe maximum field around 
ап originally uncharged spherical balloon 18 three times the 
strength of the field into which it is brought, if no conductors 
&re near, and that between such a balloon and the flat eurface 
of the ground just before contact is made is five times the 
original field; protuberances projecting from the balloon will 
have a greater field immediately around them than that 
stated above, increasing with sharpness and the distance they 
project; but except during an electric storm, and when 2 
balloon approaches a highly charged cloud, the field around 
any balloon due to charges induced on it will be too weak 
to cause sparks. 

If the speed of an airship is sufficiently great, rubberised 
cotton fabrics become negatively charged, while rubberised 
silk fabrics become positively charged. The intensity in- 
creases with the speed, approximately as the sixteenth power. 
The effect depends on the solid and liquid particles held in 
suspension in the air; dust and water particles seem about 
equally effective; with ordinary air the effect is small for 
speeds below 60 M.P.H., but in the case of smoke or mist large 
effects may be obtained at 40 м.р.н. The effect is associatea 
with impact rather than with skin friction. If the fabric 
and ropes are conducting, the only danger is that due to 
the rubber rings around the valve seat, which may become 
charged by outflowing gas and cause a spark to pass throu 
the gas to the valve. A precaution would be to connect t 
valve and the seat by a wire. ‘The difference of potential 
between it and the earth as it descends may be sufficient to 
cause а spark. To avoid danger the landing rope should be 
& fairly good conductor. If the balloon chances to be in the 
path of a lightning flash between earth and cloud, it will 

robably be destroyed; but since the electric capacity of the 

alloon is sinall, a spark between it and a cloud can be pre- 
vented by relieving the electric tension by means of dis- 
charging points located as far as possible from explosive 
mixtures of gases. A sharp point or crown of points made 
of non-cortoding metal, projecting above the dorsal fin of 
the airship and connected by wire to the steel framework of 
the fins, would eliminate most if not all of the danger. The 
following recommendations are made: It is desirable that the 
outer surface of the balloon envelope should be conducting 
so that dangerous differences of potential between the various 
parts may be made impossible and so that the balloon may 
be rapidly discharged before landing. That the inner surface 
of the envelope should also be conducting to prevent dan- 
gerous differences of potential from being produced by the 
friction of one surface upon another during inflation. That, 
for similar reasons, the ropes suspending the car and especi- 
ally the landing rope should also be conducting, and that 
the latter should be so well connected to the envelope and 
other parts of the airship as to ensure the rapid discharge of 
the airship before landing. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Eogineers.—NortH MIDLAND CENTRE, 
—At a joint meeting with the Yorkshire Branch of the Association 
of Mining Electrical Engineers on March 20th, a lecture on 
Electric Winders" was given by Mr. J. Kirkwood, showing 
comparisons between the principal systems. The lecture was 
illustrated by lantern slides Mr. W. M. Selvey welcomed the 
members of the A.M.E.E., and Mr. Roslyn Holliday, President of 
the Yorkshire Branch, responded. 

SCOTTISH CENTRE.—At a meeting in Edinburgh, the committee's 
nominations for office bearers were submitted as follows :— 
Chairman, Mr. J. E. Sayers; vice-chairmen, Messrs. E T. Goslin 
and Alex. Lindsay: hon. secretary. Mr. Joseph Taylor ; assistant 
secretary. Mr. W. F. Mitchell (Edinburgh): chairman of Students' 
Section, Mr. F. A. Whysall (Greenock); members of committee. 
Messrs. H. Richardson (Dundee) and J. S. Nicholson (Glasgow). 

Association of Mining Electrical Engineers.—At a luncheon 
given to prominent members of the mining industry by the North 
of England Branch at Newcastle. on March 20th, the speakers 
included Col. W. C. Blackett, Col. F. L. Simpson, Professors Henry 
Louis and W. M. Thornton. and Messrs. Mountain, Wilson. Ford 
aud Severs. It was announced that the membership of the Associa- 
tion was now 1.275. 

Edinburgh Electrical Soclety.—Through the kindness of Mr. 
John Macfee, district manager, Post Office Telephone Service, 
about 50 members of the Society were enabled to visit the Central 
Edinburgh Exchange on the evening of March 24th. The party 
was shown over the premises by Mr. Davies and other gentlemen 
connected with the engineering department. The next meeting 
takes place on April 7th. when short papers on everyday work 
will be read in competition for the Society's prize. The competition 
is open to all apprentices connected with the Society. 


Vol. 86. No. 2,210, APRIL 2, 1920.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


487 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


Mr. P. J. PRINGLE, general manager and chief engineer of the 
Electric Supply Co. of Victoria, Ltd., Australia, and his family, 
expect to arrive at London per the Mantua about the middle of 
April. His business address will be—The Electric Supply Co. of 
Victoria, Ltd., 255, Royal Liver Building, Liverpool. 

Blackburn Corporation Tramways Committee has adjourned for a 
month the proposal to increase the salary of Mr. J. H. COWELL, 
the general manager, from £600 to £800 per year. 

Last Friday, before leaving Carlisle electricity department to 
take up his appointment at Walsall, Mz. P. WARDLE was presented 
with a dining room clock and a fountain pen. Mr. Chas, W. Salt, 
the citv electrical ngineer made the presentation. 


—— е 


1 Photo by] [ Lafayette. 


R. B. MiTCHELL. 


Мв. MITCHELL'S appointment as general manager and «nrineer 
of the Glasgow Corporation's electricity department, foreshadowed 
in our issue of March 19th, was confirmed on Thursday last week, 
and we have pleasure in presenting his portrait herewith. 

Мв. CoUNCILLOR GRIME has been elected to the Oldham Elec- 
tricity Committee in place of Councillor Makin, deceased. 

As from March 81st, Мв. ARNOLD B. GRIDLEY has retired from 
Government servioe, after holding the position of Director of 
Electric Power Supply, and Electrical Adviser to the Ministry of 
Munitions during and subsequent to the war. After a lengthy 
holiday, he hopes to resume private businees. 

Will.—The late Mr. C. E. Groves, F. R. S., left £33,022 gross and 
£32,857 net personalty. On the death of certain legatees, £10,000 
is to go to the Royal Institution for the Groves Endowment Fund 
for the promotion of scientific research. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED, 


Gwynnes Engineering Co., Ltd. 165,547) .— Registered 
March 22nd. Capital, £600, in £l shares. There is also to be £300,000 
7j per cent. debenture stock, redeemable at 105 per cent. in December, 1939. 
£200,000 shares are to be offered to the public at par and all the debenture 
stock is to be offered at 95 per cent. Objects: To acquire (a) the business, 
stock and work in progress of Gwynnes, Ltd., (b) certain freehold, leasehold 
and copyhold property at Crisp Road, Hammersmith, and Church Wharf, 
Chiswick: (c) all the issued share capital of Adam Grimaldi & Co., of 
Albert Works, Vauxhall, S.W., who have been associated with Gwynnes, 
Ltd., in the development of the Albert car. The purchase price payable to 
Gwynnes, Ltd., is limited to £575,000 (£225,000 in cash and £350,000 in 
shares), nothing being pavable for goodwill. General powers are taken to 
carry on business as manufacturers of pumps, pumping machinery, internal 
combustion, salvage, agricultural, electrical, marine. aero and general engi- 
neers, boiler makers, &c. The first directors are: Sir Byron Peters. K:B.E., 
M. I. Mech. E. Windlesham Moor, Windlesham; jas. M. Dewar, M. I. N. A., 
M. I. Mech. E., Allington, Northwood, Middlesex; Nevile C. Gwynne, M. I. N. A. 
M. I. Mech. E., Vevendean. Oxshott. Surrey (managing director); J. G. Mair- 
Rumley, M. Inst. C. E., M. I. Mech. E., Hammonds, Udimore, Sussex; W. W. 
Wilkes, 16, Thurlestone Road, West Norwood, S. E. 27. secretary. The 
trustees for the debenture stock holders may, so long as 2175.000 of the de- 
benture stock is. outstanding. nominate one director. Qualification (except 
debenture stock driector), 21.000. Remuneration, £500 each per annum (chair. 
man £750). Solicitor: W. Harrison, 25, Bloomsbury Square, W.C. Registered 
office: Hammersmith Iron Works, Crisp Road, Hammersmith. | 


Associated Industries Insnrance Corporation, Ltd. 
(165,439).—Kegistered March 19th. Capital, £1,000,000 in £1 shares (900,000 
7 per cent. participating preference). [o carry on marine, land transit, fire, 
lile, accident, burglary, boiler, engine, electrical plant, motor, aerial and 
general insurance business, &c. £4,000 Exchequer Bonds have been de 
posited with the Court in respect of bond investment business and £20,400 in 
respect of life assurance. The subscribers (who are also provisional directors) 
are: А. Long, 51, Harvist Road, N.W.6, secretary; T. Walford, Lilleshall 
Villa, Mawneys Road, Romford, accountant; A. Brigstock, 1, Tanored Road, 
Finsbury Park, N.4, book-kecper; C. M. Jenner, 2y, rnier Road, S.E.13, 
clerk; W. Gull, 8, Wragby Road, E. II, secretary; T. W. Simpson, 3, Carlyle 
Road, E.12, clerk; R. P. Care, 46, Birkhall Road, Catford, S. E., clerk. Four- 
fifths of the directors to be subsequently appointed are to be shareholders 
holding policies elected with or through the company (to be known аз 
' policy holder directors) and one-fifth are to be shareholders not holding 
such policies (to be known as '' shareholders’ directors). Qualification, E500. 
Remuneration, $JU0 each per annum (president £200 extra), all free of in- 
come tax, and any further sums voted by the company. Solicitors: Kerly, 
Sons and Karuth, 10-11, Austin Friars, E.C. 


R. P. Boyd & Co., Ltd. (165,423).—Private company. 
Registered March lbth. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To carry on tne 
business of manufacturing, electrical and mechanical engineers, manufacturers 
and workers of metals, minerals, wood, porcelain, glass, asbestos, india- 
rubber and natural and synthetic products, &c. The first directors are: 
J. M. Newton, 19, Burton Street, Loughborough, manager with Brush Elec- 
tric Co., Ltd.; R. P. Boyd, 115, Barclay Road, Warley Wood, Smethwick, 
Birmingham; G. H. Sherrow, Churchfield, Harborne, Birmingham. Solicitor : 
D. Blackadder, 32, Castle Street, Dundec. Registered office ; Hooper Street, 
Birmingham. 

Vickers: Helvetia.— Private company. Registered March 
20th. Capital, £1,000 (£1). To carry on tne business of manufacturers of 
and dealers in steel, iron, brass and metals, founders, metal workers, ship- 
builders and shipwrights, manufacturers of guns, torpedoes and ordnance of 
all kinds, electricians, electrical engineers, &c. The first directors are: Sir 
Francis Н. Barker, Lowndes House, Lowndes Plate, Belgrave Square, S.W.; 
S. V. Dardier, The Grange, 48, Grange Road, Ealing, W.5; N. Robinson, 
Westmoor Green House, near Slough. Solicitor: F. H. E. Branson, 2, Bond 
Court, Walbrook, E.C. Registered office: Vickers House, Broadway, West- 
minster. (160,229.) 


Paterson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (165,557).—Private 
company. Registered March 22nd. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares (4,000 pre- 
ference). To carry on the business of electrical and mechanical engineers and 
contractors, electricians, &c. The first directors are: T. Erndt, 96, Warren 
Road, Leyton, E.; H. E. E. Ault, 75, Malvern Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey; 
L. G. Clarke, Ridge Vicarage, Barnet, Herts. Secretary: Н. E. E. Ault. 
soiicitor : T. L. Grimes, 3, Finsbury Circus, E. C. 


Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd. (165,546).—Private company. 
Registered March. 22nd. Capital, £100 in £1 shares. To carry on the busi- 
ness of electrical and general engineers and contractors, &c. The subscribers 
(each with one share) are: E. J. Alldis, 18, Macdonald Road, E.7, clerk; G. 
Dickson, 4, London Road, S. Benflect, clerk. Table A' mainly applies. 
Registered. office: Queen's House, Kingsway, W. C. 


Precision Instrument Co., Ltd. (165,516).— Private com- 
pany. Registered. March 20th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry on 
the business indicated by the title. The first directors arc: E. W. Smith, 
Eastwood, Worcester. Park; E. A. Petithory, 36, Dartmouth Road, Forest 
Hill, S. E.; F. C. Harding, Bracekenwood, Leatherhead. Secretary: R. E. 
Petithory. Registered office: 25 and 27, London Road, Forest Hill, S. E. 


A. Murray & Co., Ltd. (169,486) Private company. 
Registered March 20th. Capital, £4, in £l shares. To take over t 
business of electrical, mechanical and motor engineers carried on by A. 
Murray, H. Morris and D. Murray at Liverpool. The first directors are: 
A. Murray (chairman), 4, Viola Street, Bootle; H. Morris, 6, Victoria Road, 
Litherland, Liverpool; D. Murray, 5, King Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne; R. J. 
Hamilton, Laurel Bank, Buxton Road, Stockport; R. W. Anderson, 54, Derby 
Road, Liverpool; J. Connell, 22, Queen's Road, Bootle. Solicitor: G., Oates, 
90, Cross Street, Manchester. Registered office: 15, Brazennose Road, Liver- 
pool. 


Will Smith, Ltd. (165,533).—Private company. Regis- 
tered March 20th. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. То take over the under- 
taking of W. Smith, electrical manufacturer's agent, general electrician and 
contractor, of 24, Hampstead Road, Liverpool. The first directors are: W. 
C. Smith, 24, Hampstead Road, Liverpool; T. Richards, 73, Hampstead Road, 
Liverpool. Registered office: 21 and 23, North John Street, Liverpool. 


Woodward Sons & Co., Ltd. (11, 051).— Private company. 
Registered March 18th. Capital, 25,000 in #1 shares. To take over t 
business carried on by F. . Woodward, electrical engineer and contractor. 
The subscribers (each with one share) are: F. J. Woodward, Overton House, 
Riddrie, Glasgow, electrical engineer; J. O. Woodward, Overton House, 
Riddrie, Glasgow, electrical enginecr; F. Woodward, Overton House, Riddric, 
Glasgow, electrical engineer. The first directors are: F. J. Woodward, J. O. 
Woodward and F. Woodward. Secretary: J. O. Woodward. Registered office : 
147, Renfield Street, Glasgow. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Musselbnrgh and District Electric Light and Traction 
Co., Ltd.—Bond and disposition in security, dated March 
10th, 1920, to secure £400, 15, Ravenshaugh Road, or/and 1, Mayville Bank, 
Musselburgh. Holder: D. A. Tod, Braehead, Dunkeld. 

Switchgear & Cowans, Ltd.—Issue on March 11th, 1920, 
of £11,500 debentures, part of a series already registered. 

Connollys (Blackley), Ltd.—First debenture dated March 
9th, 1920, to secure £10,000 charged on the company's undertaking and pro- 
perty, present and future, including uncalled capital, Holders: London County 
Westminster and Parr’s Bank, Ltd., 41, Lothbyry, E.C. 

Quain Electric Co., Ltd.—C. W. Rooke, of 2 and 3, Nor- 
folk Street, Strand, W.C., as receiver and manager by Order of Court dated 
March 12th, 1920. 


CITY NOTES. 


Mr. J. B. Braithwaite, presiding at the 

City of London annual meeting on March 24th, said that 
Electric Lighting the year 1919 was the most difficult year 
Co., Ltd. the company had been through. He re- 

| ^ ferred to strike troubles, the time absorbed 

by the Electricity Bill, and to coal supply difficulties. Under 
the circumstances they could congratulate shareholders upon 
a relatively good statement. The gross revenue increased by 
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£134,707, but that increase had been very largely absorbed 
by increased costs. The result was that they carried £179,991 
to net revenue account, an increase of £41,835. That they 
had any balance at all was almost entirely due to the great 
activity which had prevailed in the City and the great in- 
crease in their business in the latter months of 1919. They 
had sold 4,599,693 additional units. Had it not been for that 
increase 1n the units sold, which had produced something 
like £73,009, the company would have come out without any 
Increase in profit at all. As it was, the great increase in 
business during the lust few montis of the year had enabled 
the company, in addition, to make a reduction to their cus- 
tomers on the extra charges that had been put on for war 
expenses. 
they could not make a further reduction in the price at the 
moment. They were raising the dividend from 8 per cent. to 
10 per cent.—the pre-war figure—and in addition were restor- 
ing two years of the war-rate to the 10 per cent. basis, which 
would take the form of a bonus of 3 per cent., and would still 
leave two years to be made good on a future occasion if 
profits admitted of that. With regard to the depreciation 
fund, he would like to point out, in view of the capital pro- 
posals which were to be laid before the shareholders, exactly 
what had been done out of revenue during the last 19 years. 
The total amount provided from revenue and other sources 
from 1001. to 1918 was no less than £1,161,314. In other 
words, they had carried. on the affairs of the company for 
19 vears without making any further capital issue. Referring 
to the Electricity (Supply) Act, the speaker said that in the 
Act as it stood the Electricity Commissioners would have 
‘power to approve schemes brought forward by authorised 
undertakers for giving a supply of electricity on а comprehen- 
sive wale. Their own company, owing to its central position 
and the abundant supply of condensing water it possessed, 
was in a position to aid very materially in. the provision. of 
a comprehensive supply for the London area, and the directors 
had already placed. orders. for large. generating units, which 
would enable them to provide for the growth of the coinpary's 
own business, and to give bulk supply to the neighbouring 
undertakers pending the completion of the super-power house 
down the river, whieh it was anticipated would form a feature 
of any. comprehensive scheme put forward. The board had 
already entered into an agreement with the County of Lon- 
don Electric Supply Co. for the supply of a considerable 
amount of current in bulk, and it was hoped to have that 
supply available by the end of the усаг, It was obvious that 
capital expended on works of this character undertaken in 
the interests of the general supply of electricity to the Lon- 
don area must receive special protection, and in his opinion 
the only chance of cheapening the supply of electricity in 
the London area was by utilising and co-ordinating the re- 
sources of the existing companies. Their engineer estimated 
that it would be possible to put down additional plant at 
Bankside to increase the capacity up to 100,000. Kw.; that 
figure included the present plant and the three large units 
now on order, and would still leave a margin for a substantial 
contribution to tide over the interregnum until the new power 
house dawn the river was ready to deliver current. Accord- 
inglv, if proper security was given for the capital outlay, 
their company would be able to save the whole of London 
from running short of an electricity supply during the next 
three or four years. As to the outlook for the present year, 
their own business continued to show extraordinary expan- 
sion, and the demand showed no signs of slackening at pre- 
sent. With the additional revenue derived from the bulk 
supply he looked forward with confidence to the results of 
the present vear’s working, in spite of the difficult conditions 
still obtaining. To carry out the extensive programme out- 
lined above would involve the expenditure of a considerable 
amount of capital, and resolutions for increasing the capital 
by £500,000 would be proposed at the extraordinary meeting 
to be held on April 14th. 


Presiding at the annual meeting at 
Liverpool on March 22nd, Sir J. S. Har- 
mood Banner said that the profit for the 

Helsby Cables, vear showed an increase of 440,408. With 

Ltd. the exception of 1917 the profit was 

the highest they had ever earned. During 

the vear war work ended and a complete change over to their 
ordinary business in wires and cables took place. So great 
had been the demand for these that they had been sub- 
jected throughout the vear to a constant pressure to deliver 
more than they could manufacture, and that pressure still 
continued, This remark also applied. to the accessory pro- 
ducts, which now formed a very important part of the busi- 
ness. The bonus of 2) ner cent. (in addition to the 124 per 
cent. dividend) must not be taken asa precedent. After allud- 
ing to the business of the Midland Electric Corporation for 
Power Distribution, in which thev were largely interested, 
also the Electric Supply Co. of Vieforia; and the Automatic 
Telephone Co.. the sneaker reterred to a statement which 
had appeared in the Press to the effect that the Government 
were going to spend a large sum of monev on the telephones 
af the country, and that thev were to have a splendid system 
in existence. He said it was just as well for those who 
used the telephone to remember that it was going to he the 
ald-fashioned «усет. and not the automatic svstem adopted 
in America almost entirely, and elsewhere. and, in his opinion, 


British 
Insulated and 


With the uncertainty of the outlook at present, 


the Government would very shortly have to pull out what 
they were spending and come back to them for automatics. 
The changes which had been made during the war and the 
Hunmediate duty to ensure the largest possible output of 
columodities made it necessary to rearrange the works and 
to add important buildings and machinery, and the very 
satisfactory result of the vear's working was largely due to 
the devotion of the staff under new und trying conditions. 

At un extraordinary meeting which followed it маз re- 
solved to increase the capital from 41, 500, 00 to £2,000,000 
by the creation of 500, 000 new shares of £1 each as the 
directors might determine. Ihe chairman said that in the 
future they might have to find enomnous funds for stores, 
there might be big rises in price of material, wages were 
up, and they did not want to be caught so that when they 
found a favourable opportunity for the issue of capital they 
would not have the means at their disposal. There was 
not the slightest intention of an immediate issue, but they 
wanted to be ready when the time came. 


Sir J. S. Harmood Banner, M.P., pre- 


Midland diding at the annual meeting, Sid that the 
Electric net revenue amounted to 48, 438, an in- 
Corporation for crease of 428,171. ‘The capital expenditure 
Power for the year, amounting to £32,814, was 


Distribution, Ltd. chietly for mains, transformers, &., for 

new connections, The increase of £64,015 
in gross receipts was very satisfactory, but it was quite imn- 
possible to say what the cost of generation and. distribution 
would be in the future owing to the continual awards in 
respect of coal prices and wages. [f the new demand by the 
Miners’ Federation for higher wages, which was estimated 
to work out at 38. per ton, should be acceded to, the extra 
charges to the company would be about £15,000 per annum. 
An increase. in wages of 58. per week per employé, plus 
Mr. Churchill's 121 per cent., was made in December last, 
while a further Increase of бх. per week, plus the 124 per 
cent., had been agreed upon in the engineering trade. In 
addition, the undertaking had been recently reassessed at a 
much higher figure for local rating purposes. These heavy 
charges made one almost despair of the future. With those 
extra charges it was impossible for the board not to make 
further advances in charges for energy. The increased profits 
for the year were largely due to the expansion of the business 
and to. economies effected. 

At a subsequent extraordinary general meeting it was 
resolved that in order to provide for additional expenditure 
the ordinary share capital be increased by £200,000, and that 
the 45 ordinary and preference shares be divided into £1 
shares. 

Sir G. II. Fisher Smith, M.P., presided 
at the annual meeting on March rd. He 
said that during 1919 they had had the 
greatest output since the business was in- 
augurated, The demand for their products 
continued to increase greatly. After being occupied in pro- 
ducing certain goods required by the Government, they had 
now resumed their usual business to a large extent. At 
present they had orders on hand which would last them many 
months to come. The demand was likely to continue for 
some considerable time, and they were endeavouring to make 
arrangements to cope with it. Consequently last year they 
issued £350,000 preference shares, and the issue was sub- 
scribed many times over. They had spent £93.749 for exten- 
sions in the form of new buildings and new machinery, 
necessitated to a great extent bv the increased demand for 
the company's products, and also by the cessation of all night 
work. During the year they had had considerable difficulties 
to contend against. Shorter working hours naturally ineant 
less production, but nevertheless the results were very satis- 
factory. At the present moment the country was passing 
through a most difficult time, but he had every belief in the 
sanity of the English nation, and although there were a 
good many clonds hanging over the commercial world, he 
thought these clouds would in time disappear. There never 
was in the history of this country a greater demand for 
English goods than there was at the present time, and the 
production was not anywhere equal to the demand. but in 
course of tiine further machinery would be put down in order 
to increase production. 

At a meeting of the holders of the obliga- 
tions, held in London, on March 94th, the 
resolution approving the scheine for dis- 
charging the arrears of interest since July, 
1914, bv the issue of certificates bearing Interest at 6 per cent. 
per annum. was passed. Sir Alexander Roger, who presided, 
caid that the company's operations were suspended by the 
Turkish Government. taking over its plant on March 15th, 
1915. and the company did not regain possession until April 
Ist last. They had made a claim against the Turkish Govern- 
ment. but it was impossible to ax what the result would 
be or what pericd would elapse before any settlement was 
come to. Under the circumstances the directors came to the 
conclusion that some arrangement shonld be come to as early 
as possible for the purpose of discharging these arrears of 
interest. It was also proposed to deal with the pre-war 1n- 
dehtedness to contractors and others in the same manner, 
that is. adding 6 per cent. per annum to the ascertained 
amount of their accounts and issning certificates for the 
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aggregate amount of principal and interest. The political 
situation in Turkey was unsettled, but they hoped that when 
peace was signed matters would settle down and the trade of 
that country improve under the new conditions which must 
prevail. When they obtained repossession of the property а 
inodification of the concession under which they worked the 
telephone system was granted for the time being by tne 
Turkish Government in view of the altered circumstances 
and the increased cost of working. As a result the earning 
pawer of the company was iinproved, and they had every 
reason to believe that, unless anything unforeseen happened, 
they would be in a position to pay the interest on the obliga- 
tions and the certificates which it was now proposed to issue. 

The annual meeting was held in New- 
castle on March 25th, Mr. J. H. Armstrong 
presiding. The Chairman said that a year 
ago, being in doubt as to what the future 
might bring, they recommended that 
£41,427 should be carried forward; they wished to maintain 
the ordinary dividend for 1919 at the same rate as the two 
preceding years, and accordingly they again recommended the 
payment of 8 per cent. on the ordinary shares and to transfer 
430,000 to the reserve. On this occasion they proposed to 
make no addition to the reserve for special depreciation. and 
contingencies. They had good reason for knowing that the 
value of their assets duly represented the amount at which 
they stood in the books without bringing into account the un- 
appropriated balance standing to the credit of the reserve 
fund. During the whole of the nine months after their meet- 
ing the whole of the trade of the district was adversely affected 
first by the railway strike and later by the moulders' strike. 
The latter dispute started in September, 1919, and did not ter- 
minate till the end of January of the present year. When it 
was borne in mind how seriously their business was affected 
by those stoppages, and by the disorganisation due to the 
change from war to peace work, it was not difficult to account 
for the falling off in their profits. Speaking as to the prospects 
of the company, the Chairman said they Bad now in commis- 
sion some of their newer and more economical plant, and they 
looked forward before long to having further sections of this 
plant available for service. They were thus in a favourable 
position to deal with any load they were hkely to be called 
upon to meet. ‘The charts of their output showed a steady 
unproveiment as compared with last year. ‘The effect of the 
moulders’ strike was still felt by manufacturers, but when 
that had entirely disappeared the rate of improvement should 
materially increase. 
82.900 H. l., which showed a substantial increase over the posi- 
tion twelve months ago. Provided that nothing occurred. to 
interfere with the efforts that were being made by all large 
customers to increase production, he was satisfied they would 
he able to meet next year under happier circumstances. In 
view of the possible strike of miners, it was necessary for 
him to say that its effect, if of long duration, would be as 
Serious as it would be disappointing in upsetting the prospects 
of a return to normal conditions. 

Mr. R. P. Sloan, the manager, referred to the Electricity 
(Supply) Act. He said that through the deletion of the com- 
pulsory purchases clauses, the worst features of the Bill had 
disappeared. Although the Newcastle Company was the 
pioneer public electricity supply undertaking in the kingdom 
to introduce the three-phase А.С. supply, adopting a periodicity 
of 40 cycles per second as its standard, many independent 
undertakings on the North-East Coast, which came into exist- 
ence later, adopted different systems and periodicities. The 
extension of the Newcastle system and the linking up to it 
of one undertaking after another had necessitated the ex- 
penditure of many thousands of pounds in changing over frorn 
the existing system to the system of the Newcastle Co. As 
an illustration of this he referred to the Cleveland Co.'s under- 
takings, where no fewer than three distinct systems of supply 
were in existence—none of which were the saine as that of 
the Newcastle Co. Had the Board. of Electricity Comunis- 
doners been in existence in the past, the multiplicity of 
penerating stations and the extraordinary difference in the 
«vstems of generation which now | existed throughout the 
country would not have been permitted, as one of the main 
duties of the Conunissioners would have been to insist. on 
concentration of generation and the adoption of standard 
systems of supply. Speaking of matters more directly affect- 
ing the company, he alluded to the substantial increase in 
the wages bill, which for the last vear totalled £206,124, or an 
dnerease upon the basic rates of 92 per cent. The generat 
feeling of uncertainty which had prevailed throughout. the 
country was reflected in the comparatively sinall connections 
made to their company during the past vear—7,686 H.P. The 
revenue they had received from these increased connections 
had onlv to a small extent counteracted the effect of the con— 
siderable reduction in their load due to the eessation of munt- 
tions manufacture. Turning to the brighter side of the 
picture, he was pleased to sav that the tests that thev had 
carried out on the sections of new generating plant so far 
completed had proved that the econainies forecasted bv the 
rpairman at the meeting in November would be eventually 
fully realised as the plant was brought into commercial opera- 
tion. The delav in the completion of the nlant was a result 
of the strike. and the dates for the completion of the work at 
Carville power station. the extensions at Dunston, and the 
new Tees station had had to be extended from two to three 
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months in each case, and the effect of the delay was that 
they would not obtain the full benefits that they had hoped 
for from the new plant as a result of the saving in coal con- 
sumption. The delay in finishing the Tees station was parti- 
cularly regrettable, as the Cleveland area had for some con- 
siderable tune been handicapped through a shortage of 
generating plant, and it had been necessary in order to meet 
the demands made upon that coinpany to depend largely upon 
supplies obtained froni generating plant that was far from 
economical. He concluded with a brief reference to the pro- 
posed electritication of the North-Eastern Railway main line 
between Newcastle and York. The development, if it took 
place, would be one of the most important in the railway 
world for many years. Negotiations were proceeding at the 
present time between the railway company and that company. 


London United Tramways, Ltd.—The report states that 
the operation of the undertaking during 1919 resulted in 
gross receipts of £496,542, an increase of £134,115 over lülo. 
Owing to continued advances in cost of labour and material, 
the working expenses increased by £122,850 to £496,687. 
There is an adverse balance on working of £145. After charg- 
ing debenture and loan interest for the year and bringing 
into the account the debenture interest for 1918 paid in May, 
1919, the total deficiency to be carried forward to 1920 18 
£71,577. The expectations in regard to the increase of re- 
venue to be derived from the raising of fares have been fully 
realised, but owing to the introduction of the eight-hours 
day, various labour awards, and the general rise in the cost 
of material, the additional revenue has been more than 
swallowed up by increased expenses. In the balance sheet 
elect has been given to the scheme of reduction and rear 
rangement of the capital. The company’s Bill to authorise 
an increase in fares, &c., has passed second reading in the 
House of Commons. 


Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co.—The balance of profit 
for 1919, including the amount transferred to contingency 
fund as stated below, is £135,751, plus £23,335 brought for 
ward. The preferenee dividend absorbs £18,000; there is written 
off cost of accounts and duty on increased capital £2,784; 
transferred to contingency fund for depreciation £50,000; divi- 
dend on the ordinary shares, 5 per cent. for the year, £30,000; 
carried forward 458,302. The 15,000-kw. turbo-alternator at 
Yoker power station is now in operation. The extensions at 
Clyde's Mill power station for the installation of a 15,000-Kw. 
turbo-alternator are procecding; the plant will be in operation 
for next winter's load. The directors express regret at the 
loss of the services of Mr. Arch. Page, the general manager, 
on his appointment as an Electricity Commissioner. Mr. 
E. T. Goslin has been appointed in his stead. 


Rangoon Electric Tramway & Supply Co., Ltd.—At the 
meeting held in London on March 25th, Sir F. W. R. Fryer, 
who presided, referred to the favourable position of the com- 
pany, and said that this was the last occasion on which he 
would preside at the annual meeting as control was to be 
removed. to Rangoon. The directors were convinced that 
the course adopted was based on sound reasons, and that the 
alteration was calculated to promote the future advancement 
and prosperity of the undertaking. On and after April Ist 
next the company would be represented in London by Messrs. 
R. Lawrence Spicer & Co., as London agents. 

Dividend on the ordinary shares 7 per cent. for 1919, free 
of tax. Carried forward, £4,360. Total receipts increased by 
12.58 per cent. Private lighting and power gross receipts 
increased by 11.87 per cent. 

Browett, Lindley & Co., Ltd.—Net profit for 1919, 


£20,891, plus £10,593 brought forward. A further dividend 
on the preference shares of 9 per cent. on account of arrears 


and a dividend of 8 per cent. and a bonus of 4 per cent. on 


the ordinary are to be paid, leaving £19,484 to be carried for- 
ward. The Financial Timcs says that the question of further 
capital for enlarging the works on the lines of bulk pro- 
duction of standard engines is to be considered at once. 


Mirrlees Watson Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 10 per cent. and 
a bonus of 74 per cent., both less tax. £90,000 to reserve and 
£11.209 carried forward. The capital is to be increased to 
£250,000 by the creation of 125,000 additional £1 shares, 50,000 
of which are to be issued to shareholders in the proportion of 
two for every five now held. | 25,000 shares are to be made 
available on special conditions for employes and others directly 
interested in the business. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has speciallv 
allowed dealings in the following under Temporary Regula- 
tion 4 (3) :— | | | | 

Mann, Everton & Co., T.td.—Option certificates to bearer 1n 
respect of 19.093 ordinary shares. | 

Metronolitan-Vickers Electrical Co.. T.td.—-20.172 ordinary 
shares of £L each, fully paid. Nes. 6,185,001. to 6,205,172. 


Liverpool District Lighting Co., Ltd.—Mr. C. McLaren 
presiding at the annual meeting on March 23rd, said that 
the sale of energy inereased very considerably during 1919, 
and it was still increasing. Мапу more consmmers might have 
heen connected had they been able to vet the necessary cable 
and meters. A new main cable was to he laid to Ses forth 


to deal with the growing demand there. They would not 


440 


THE ELECTRIOAL REVIEW. 


[Үої 86, No. 2,210, Арві, 2, 1920. 


install any new generating plant at.the Waterloo power station 
this summer, but it might oe necessary to do во next year. 
Profit had increased from 42.469 in 1918 to 45.841 in 1919, 
due to increased consumption and increased price. 


Newmarket Electric Light Co., Ltd. — During 1919 the 
new lamp connections were 1.882 (33 watts), making the total 


35.602, Profit 42.351. as against. £2,156. Debenture interest 
£710. Balance brought forward £412. Owing to the rising 
cost of machinery and plant a larger amount is put to plant 
renewals (£1,790); 4303 is carried forward. 


Electro-Bleach & By-Products, Ltd.— Further dividends 
аге announced, making a total of 7 per cent. for the year 
(less tax) on the preference shares, and of 14 per cent. on 
the ordinary. 

Sunderiand District Electric Tramways, Ltd.—Year ended 
October, 1919. Dividend 5 per cent., less tax, upon preference 
shares. Carried. forward £1,208. 

South Metropolitan Electric Tramways & Lighting Co., 


Ltd.—Profit for 1919, £22,264; £7,500 for renewals; £5,000 
to reserve; 6 per cent. "preference dividend ; 41,507 carried for- 


ward. 
British Ever-Ready Co., Ltd.—Dividend 15 per cent. on 
the ordinary shares. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


SATURDAY EVENING. 


“Owing to the Easter holidays, please note that your article 
will be required two days earlier than usual.” And so it 
befalls that yields p.e. may get entangled with the results of 
the ’Varsity sports, while; if the word Boat Race should 
happen to appear in obvious error for the Stock Exchange, 
may a kindly indulgence be extended to the hapless host of 


a boys-and-girls party to view the contest. 

The principal effects of the Stock Exchange slump may now 
be regarded as past, and the markets show a moderate move- 
ment towards recovery. With the turn of the first quarter 
of the vear, money will naturally become a little easier, so 
Bank Hate fears are relegated to the background. Never- 
theless, the demands for accommodation on account of trade 
are so pressing and so widely spread that certain banks have 
rationed their customers as to loans. This is a state of affairs 
practically unique, and its influence is felt in hundreds of 
directions amongst trade and financial circles. 

It is difficult to suppose, for instance, thut the 1noney 
famine has no part in поетици the remarkably low range of 
prices now ruling in the electricity supply list. Brompton & 
Kensington ordinary yield no less than 91 per cent. on the 
money. Charing Cross pay a shilling or so more M this. 
County ordinary offer 54 per cent. Westiinsters. St. James 
п Pall Mall and London Electric preference give an average 
of SI per cent. on the money. Such returns are in them- 
ace good enough, but they are wedded to prospects of better 
things in the future, such as were ably set forth in the chair- 
man’s speech at the recent County meeting. Bromptons look 
as cheap as anything in the list at 6} ex the dividend. 

Of course it is not to be overlooked that the standard of 
vields from investments has been greatly modified by the out- 
pouring of new issues during the past three months. The 
attractions offered by the newcomers have had perforce to be 
made more and more tempting, with the consequence that 
stockbrokers find their clients want 8 to 10 per cent. yields 
from ordinary shares, and 74 per cent. from good- class pre- 
ferences. 

Amongst Home Railway stocks, a jump of 5 points in 
Underground Electrie income bonds accompanied the progress 
of the company’s Bill seeking powers to charge increased fares. 
Another factor contributing to the spring in the price was 
the announcement that there will be no strike on’ the tubes 
over the Easter holiday. The £10 shares rose 78. 6d.. and 
Districts put on a point. If permission to raise fares should 
enable the company to resume 6 per cent. interest on the 
income bonds, the latter at 75 look cheap, because the divi- 
dends are distributed free of tax, and coupons are payable, 
inoreover, in New York as well as in London. 

Another fortnight remains in which holders of the cable 
stocks and shares can make up their minds whether to apply 
tor their rights or to sell them. The new Eastern. shares 
touched Ss, before reacting to 6s, 94. Eastern Extension new 
ere 34 premium: Globes and Westerns both about 52 premium. 
Movements in the prices of the old stocks are е 
Westerns at 15 ex dividend show tax-free return of 6 2-3 per 
«ent., and Globes рау similarly. Eastern ordinary is about 
4 down on the week. Oriental Telephones have lost a little 
ef thor sudden and mvsterious strenth. Mareonts at 3 7-16 
-how À loss, there being a good dea of selline on behalf, appar- 
ently, of tired speculators weary of waiting for a rise that does 
Great Northerns pt 221 shed Зб in eompany with 


pot come, 
Telegraph 


other Danish issues affected bv foreign exchange. 
Constructions are 254 ex dividend, 


.London United Tramways preference were sold at half-a- 
crown on the issue of the report showing the company to 
have made £200 loss on the last year's operations. From 
whatever political angle the position may be reviewed, it scems 
ludicrous that any such undertaking which performs service 
of undoubted public utility should be run at a loss to those 
who put up the money, and whose original capital was ruth- 
lessly scaled down in a reorganisation scheme. The 4 per 
cent. debenture stock stands about 383. London and Suburban 
ordinary are 28. 3d., the preference 4s. 3d., and the two deben- 
ture stocks 424 and 70 for 4} per cent. and 5 per cent. respec- 
tively. 

Manufacturing shares are heavy. Edisons at 11 are 2s. 6d. 
lower. Metropolitan-Vickers preference have gone back to 
28. although the report was favourably read. The ordinary 
are 278. öd. Siemens at 28s. Gd. are sixpence down. Babcock 
& Wilcox at 3 3-16 continue their decline. British Insulated 
are quoted 35s. Od. ex dividend and bonus, while Aluminiums 
braced up to within a shade of 408. General Electrics are 
quiet, and there is not much doing altogether in this section. 

Mexican issues keep on falling; this week it is Mexican 
light and Power firsts Which are down, a loss of 4 reducing 
the price to 473. British Columbia Electrie Railway stocks 
look as though they may have zravelled after their long drop. 
Bombay Electrie ordinary are not quite so good. at 145; the 
preference at 152 have shed 58. Brazilian Tractions weaker ed 
with the country’s bonds. Argentine Tramwavs hold their 
Around. Rubber shares are dull and uninteresting. The 
commodity fell to 28. 5d. per lb., but rallied а trifle, and the 
bulls in the share market resigned themselves to the prospect 
of there being no likelihood of recovery until after Easter. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRICAL COMPANIES, 


Номи ELmBOTRICiTY COMPANIBS. 
Dividend Price 


— March 26, Yield 
1918. 1919. 1920. Rise or fall. p.c. 
Brompton Ordina ee oe 8 12 6ixd — 29 4 8 
Charing Cross m inary aa 4 1 B2xd — 9 6 8 
do. do. 43 Pref... 4 4 2 = 8 8 8 
Chelsea. А ©» Vs se 8 4 gx d — 6 3 4 
Cit A London 8 10 13ixd — à 711 0 
do. 6 per 'cent. Pret. . ба 6 a ха — ё 9 в 
dane of London 7 8 9rxd — 8 10 8 
do do 6 per cent. Pref, 6 R 9xA — R13 4 
Kensington Ordinary Vs — 6 7 5d — 70^ 
Londen E'ectric жа Nil 24 12 "m 5326 
. do. do. 6 percent. "Pref... 6 A Ba — 8 17 10 
Mot ocala е 5 6 81xd — 8 0 0 
4 r oent. Pref. sit a 4 25 — 8 0 0 
St. зр and Pall Mall . . 10 19 8) = 8 16 10 
South London А A 6 xd tà 712 8 
Bouth Metropolitan Pret. . : s 7 7 19/6 — 73 7 
Westminster Ordinary .. x 8 10 53 — 8 13 10 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELBPHOFES, 
do. Det. is . 8388 14 19 — 718 0 
Chile Telephone x «ә 8 — *1 13 2 
C зра Bub. Ord. ae ^. — 1 7 10 — 4 7 00 
Eastern Extension .. is oe 8 10 15 — à *6 10 1 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. is ec 8 10 514 -3 6 9 5 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. .. ,. B 10 15 — i *6 14 4 
do. do. Pref. ee ee 6 6 94 "pu 6 6 4 
Great Northern Tel. ES . 29 — 224 —14 9 15 6 
Indo-European "А " . . 18 — — 6 18 4 
Marconi m 95 — 874 — À 7 5 4 
Oriental Telephone Ord, T .. 10 — rR — à 316 1 
United R. Plate Tel. А ex 8 — 7i — *5 8 8 
West India and Panama .. . . 18 — т — 5 19 0 
Western Telegraph.. = s B 10 15xd — *6 13 4 
Номи Rails, 
Centra! London Ord. пешер рЫ 4 4 474 — 8 8 6 
Metropolitan . с 1 1 214 — 516 8 
do. District А .. Ni Nil 194 +1 Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 2% + 3 Nil 
do, do. “А” .. Nil Nil 6/6 — Nil 
do. do. Income .. 5 4 74 45 5 6 8 
ForEIGN TRAMS, 
Anglo-Arg. Trams. First Pref. .. Nil Nil 81 — = 
do. do. 2nd Pref. .. — — 31 — as 
do. do. ö Deb. as b b 624 = 715 0 
Brazil Tractions  .. ss sa — — 513 —1 — 
Bombay Electric Pref. 6 6 185 — i BR RO 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Ptce. Б bi 59 —1 8 5 4 
do. do. Preferrred 5 to —1 918 0 
do, do. Deferred Nil 3 42 +1 712 
Mexico Trams 5 per cent. Bonds.. Ni Nil 88) — Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 258 — Bà Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Ni Nil 17 — Nil 
do, Pref. x .. Nil Nil 273 — Nil 
do. Ist Bonds .. .. Ni Nil 473 —4 — 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox .. 8 " 15 — 3.7 — 4 14 2 
British Aluminium Ord, .. .. 10 10 1's toa 5 5 0 
British Insulated Ord. 6 .. 123 15 lie xd — 714 8 
Callender8 — .. $e. cae. dnos ee в) = 1210 
Pref, n ee oy 63 41 — 6 16 10 
Castner Kellner ХР ee .. 20 — 4 — Е 
Crompton Ord. А EX .. 10 — 21/6 Е 9 60 
Edison-Swan, A * .. 10 — là — à 8 17 10 
do. do. 5 per cent. Deb. x 5 6 793 = 6 5 9 
Electric Construction $a .. 10 — RATE - 6d. В 13 10 
Gon. Elec. Pref. - T x 64 64 14/6 — 706 
do. Dig: z = . 10 — ]:; — *5 10 4 
Henley . T € .. 25 15 2g — 6 6 4 
do. 44 "Pret.. we re г 44 44 3g — 6 4 9 
India-Rubber.. ae ЭР . . 10 — 16 — *6 6 0 
Met.-Vickers Pref, a oe TE H 18 — è 6 2 0 
Riemens Ord.. . ee ee ee 10 10 2976 — Gd. 97 0 4 
Telegraph Con. ee es ee 20 20 253 «d — 4 11 1 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


* 
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WIRELESS TELEPHONY ON AEROPLANES. 


By MAJOR С. E. PRINCE, O.B.E. | | | 


( Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, WIRELESS SECTION.) | 


THE summer of 1915 is. believed to have been the -very first 
occasion when wireless speech. was received from an aero- 
plane. At that period the soft valve was in use, with a lme- 
coated platinum filament, and the handling of this by un- 
skilled persons was one of the greatest dimculties. Except 
for this, the purely electrical dithcultics have throughouv been 
lar less serious than the telephonic, practical, and mechanical 
ones. » 

in the early stages the -difficulties of reception of speech in 
the air were so great that only transmission from uit. to 
ground was attenipted, and, the first practical set evolved 
was a transmitter, capable. of employing either speech, con- 
tinuous wave, or interrupted concnuous wave (subsequenuy 
called tonic train ). 8 ' 2 

lt was essentially a self-contained oscillating system, to 
which the aerial was loosely coupled. The microphone w.» 
inserted in the earth-lead, und modulated the radiation py 
varying the resistance of the aerial. Some of the best ground 
mucrophones proved useless in the air, and the choice finally 
rested on an old-type Hunnings Cone. It is alinost impossibie 
to predict from its behaviour on the ground whether any 
particular microphone or type of microphone will work sat. s- 
lactorily in an aeroplane; and in the Koyal Air Force every 
individual instrument was tested actually in the air. 

‘Lhe set was used on a trailing aerial 250 ft. Jong, and erm- 
ployed a wave-length of approximately 300 metres, not very 
far removed from the natural wave-length of the aerial. In 
consequence, the radiation was very good. On one occasion 
when the author was giving a demonstration before the late 
Lord Kitchener at St. Omer, in February, 1916, the spoken 
messages were picked up and recorded by the Lowestolt in- 
terception station at a distance of over 100 miles, although 
the aerial current in the transmitting aerial was less than 
0.25 ampere. 

The author was admirably assisted in the production of 
this set by Lieut. (now Capt.) McDougald, R.A.F.; it was 
the first practical aeroplane telephone ever produced. 

This transmission was at first received on the ground on a 
Marconi double-magnification circuit in which a single soft 
valve was employed for both high-frequency and low-fre- 
quency magnification, a carborundum crystal being used for 
rectification. The ordinary working limit of range from air 
to ground was about 20 miles for telephony, 30 to 35 for 
tonic train, and about double this distance for pure con- 
tinuous-wave transinission. j 

The author made up a vàlve receiver with one soft valve, 
with practically eimilar circuits to the ground set, which was 
tested in the autumn of 1916, and ranges of from 30 to 50 
miles were obtained from a 4-KW. spark set. It was on this 
receiver that intelligible speech was first heard in the air. 

The overseas Forces did not for a long time make any use 
of air-to-ground telephony ; an urgent demand arose, however, 
for telephonic communication between machines in the air, 
and all energies were devoted to solving this far more difficult 
problem. There was for a long time no demand for both-way 
working, and a machine was equipped either for transmission 
(for the leader to give orders), or reception (for his formation 
to receive them). | 

It was necessary to eliminate all possible adjustinents; the 
transmitting apparatus had none, and the receiving apparatus 
only two, one of which: was seldom touched. 

A reliable, small, hard transmitting valve of French. type, 
capable of handling about 20 watts, and similar valves with 
slightly more open grid for use in reception, became available. 

Dealing first with the transmitting apparatus, an ordinary 
reaction or regenerative circuit provided the radio power, 
and the only electrical difficulty was the choice of the best 
inethod of applying the voice modulations. The coupled-circuit 
system was ruled out on account of the coupling and tuning 
adjustments and its output limitations. | Е. 

In comparing different means of modulation, variations of 
intensity or output are always accompanied by some change 
of wave-length, and the receiver can be adapted to take ad- 
vantage of one ог the other factor. In practice both factors 
can be laid under contribution, though probably the ideal 
method of modulation would change intensity only. 

In any system in which the change of wave-length pre- 
ponderates, good or bad articulation can be produced on a 
reaction receiver according to the slope of the resonance curve 
on which the adjustment is made. 

No method of controlling the radiation directly by the 
microphone proved free from grave disadvantages, and the 
choice therefore fell on some form of indirect control. The 
arrangement finally adopted is generally known as ''choke 
control,“ in which the inodulation is applied to the anode 
circuit of the control valve. a 

Let us suppose that in the anode feed circuit of a simple 
valve oscillator is placed the secondary winding of an ordinary 
step-up transformer, the primary of which is a microphone 
and battery circuit (fig. 1). The variations produced by the 


tension 


voice will give rise to changes of. potential in the anode feed 
circuit, Which will be equivalent to applying to the oscillating 
valve more or less high tension, and will alter the radia- 
tion in à sympathetic manner. Since, however, the energy 
dealt with will be weak compared with the main supply, 
success will be only partial. For magnifying this effect let 
us now introduce another or control valve whose grid is 
acted on by the original microphone transformer, and whose 
anode is in series with a one-to-one transformer in place of 
the original one (fip. 2). If the two valves are comparable and 
have applied to Шеш similar high tension, we are now able to 
apply a modulation or variation of the same order as the 
energy dealt with by the first or power valve. 

Froin this point easy steps take us to the actual circuit 
employed. The control valve can be supplied from the same 
source of high tension as the power valve; the transformer 
сап become a choke coil (which is, in effect, а one-to-one 
transformer), and it is an obvious arrangement to work the 
filaments and the microphone primary circuit. off the same 
low-tension battery. 

The circuit now becomes as shown in fig. 3, in which Р is 
the power and c the contro] valve, L is the choke coil, and 
T the microphone transformer. HT is the source of high- 
tension supply, and F is the filament battery. 

It will be seen that the anodes of both valves draw their 
high-tension D.c. supply through the choke winding, and as 
long as the microphone, is quiescent, the output and general 
behaviour do not differ from that of the power circuit. con- 
sidered as a plain one-valve oscillator. When, however, varia- 
tions take place in the control-valve anode circuit at. speech 
frequency, very large surges are set up in that of the power 
valve, which may approximate to the original high-tension 
D.C. potential and so sweep the output from nearly double 
its steady value to almost zero. 


Fiu. 1. 


Choke control proved pre-eminently suitable for air work- 
ing, and no other method of modulation survived in competi- 
tion with it. There are absolutely no critical adjustments 
to be made. Almost every constant can be changed within 
quite wide limits, and though it may thus be caused to work 
more or less efficiently, it never reaches a point of complete 
failure. | 

The little 20-watt choke control set, designed by the author 
on the principles outlined above, was very successful, and 
became the standard R.A.F. set with which all the air trans- 
mission has, up to the present, been done. 

One of its features, which was largely responsible for its 
success, was the uss of remote control." Things were so 
arranged that the set proper could be mounted at a distance 
in any convenient position, and only a very small control 
unit for operating it was brought within reach of the user's 
hand. In the case of the transmitter no adjustments were 
necessary. The control unit carried only a switch, an aerial 
ammeter, and plugs for microphone and telephone receiver. 

The switch made or broke the dynamo field, filament, and 
microphone circuits, so that when it was off every circuit was 
dead. It was necessary merely to switch on and talk. Sim- 
plification could go no further; but how necessary this was 
сап only be appreciated, ‘perhaps, by those familiar with air 
work. 

Although the first telephone had been supplied with high- 
current from dry cells, these were completely 
superseded by small air-driven generators, the improved de- 
scendants of one made for the author by Mr. Mackie early 
in 1916. The standard generator adopted gave about 600 volts 
from one commutator at its normal speed of 4,000 R.P.M., 
while the 6-volt filament accumulators were floating across 
the low-tension side. Moderately good electrical regulation 
was provided by a demagnetising field-winding system, and 
in this way the size of the accumulator had not to be very 
great. 
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It was found to be highly important that the speaker should 
be able to hear the effect of his own voice, and to do this in 
the simplest possible way а condenser was placed in the earth 
lead, and across it a pair of head receivers was connected, 
which were thus enabled to pick up the low-frequency effect. 
By connecting another pair in parallel, the other occupant 
of the aeroplane could also hear what orders were given. 

Mechanical disturbance of the microphone is almost com- 
pletely eliminated by holding the inicrophone in the hand— 
the finest possible shock absorber. The acoustical difficulties 
are far worse, as the noises which it is desirable to reject are 
of the eame order as the sounds that are to be accepted. 

, After much experiment the Gordian knot was cut by devis- 
ing a microphone almost insensitive to sounds of the noise 
intensity, but responsive to the powerful concentrated sound 
waves of a voice impinging upon it from a very short dis- 
tance. The voice was raised to a higher power, as it were, 
by epeaking very loudly, and thus two distinct orders of 
intensity were produced, which could be separated. By 
choosing a suitable thickness of diaphragm, size of granule, 
tightness of packing, &c., combined with heavy damping, a 
eatisfactory microphone was arrived at. It appeared curiously 
dead and ineffective on the ground, but seemed to take on a 
new sprightliness in the air. 

. We now turn from transmitting to its complement, receiv- 
ing in the air. When the general uproar is remembered, the 
difficulties need no emphasis. The problem here was to 
combine considerable sensitiveness, loud signals free from 
distortion, and the minimum of adjustment. 

The arrangement which, as the fittest, survived, consisted 

essentially of a detector valve with reaction, and two note 
magnifications. The detector valve was not energised direct 
from the aerial, but through a so-called ‘‘ aperiodic ” circuit, 
which was really a circuit approximately syntonised by its 
self-capacity. 'This has always been found to reduce magneto 
noise considerably. 
_ In some air-trials with the early 1916 soft-valve receiver, 
it was noticed that to alter the filament brightness made a 
very convenient way of finally controlling the reaction, after 
the circuit had been set near the critical point. 


Fia. 3. 


The principle involved is that the increase in emission 
caused by brightening the filament of the detector valve, 
whose anode current is concerned in the reaction, steepens 
the characteristic curve and so determines the oscillatory con- 
dition, when the circuits have been adjusted near the critical 
point; to alter the reaction electrically in this way makes 
but an infinitesimal change in wave-length, whereas ш 
mechanical methods small changes of capacity are inevitable 
with every adjustinent. 

The remainder of the receiving circuits will be clearly 
understood from fig. 4. 

Prior to the war high-frequency magnification by resonance 
methods had been in use; transforiners with an iron core, 
highly laminated, were employed to deal with wireless frequen- 
cies, and worked efliciently over large ranges of wave lengths. 
Capt. Round showed how all such transformers could be 
considered to be essentially resonance transforiners, differing 
only in damping. Special low-capacity valves were introduced, 
so that the damping produced by them could be made a 
maximum, and high-frequency magnification was tamed and 
harnessed. A cascade series of such valves could be set up, 
working with fairly constant efficiency over a large range of 
wave-length, so that no tuning (within these limits) was need- 
ful except that of the circuit applied to them. 

The first fruit of this advance, as far as aircraft eets were 
concerned, was a five-valve receiver, designed by Major Whid- 
dington, in which a choice was made of two high-frequency 
magnifications and two low, with a detector valve. This set 
Was, as compared with the former three-valve receiver, about 
ten times as sensitive for strong signals, and 30 times for 
weak ones. 

It was intended for use with fixed aerials rigidly connected 
to the wings and fuselage of the aeroplane—as opposed to the 
trailing aerial, which was a great embarrassment in figbting. 


Fia. 4. 


In spite of the diminished radiation of such an aerial, the 
increased sensibility of this receiver approximately restored 
the usual range. Fig. 5 represents a typical circuit of this 
kind and shows one high and one low-frequency magnification, 
with a fine-grid rectifying valve between. Increased eenm- 
tivity ae well as the nearer average approach of the aerial 
system to the source of disturbance, made more apparent, 
however, one of the great bugbears of air work where great 
sensitiveness is necessary—magneto noise. 

Since the new type of receiver had not come into general 
use up to the time of the armistice, all the actual work was 
done with the three-valve receiver and transmitter already 
described. ‘Trailing aerial wires of 120 ft. length were used 
in the transmitting machines, with an aerial current of the 
order of 0.4 ampere, while the receiving machines had 
80 to 100 ft. in length. The normal safe working range from 
machine to machine was about 4 miles (though this was 
often very much exceeded), while the range to a ground 
station was from 20 to 50 miles or more. 

A squadron of machines equipped with this apparatus could 
set out and fight or manoeuvre in formation under the orders 
of their commander, whose machine only was fitted for trans 
mission. So great was the importance of telephony considered 
to be, that a special school of wireless telephony was instituted 
under Capt. rnival. | 

A demand for both-way working was easily satisfied by 
fitting both the standard sets in all necessary machines and 
arranging some form of switch-over. 

In consequence of the greater ease of reception at a quiet 
ground station, and its superior transmitting power, t| 
to-and-fro ranges became approximately коша]. in spite 
of the disparity of output, and a machine could speak or be 
spoken to at distances of the order of 70 to 100 miles. | 

In the most recent apparatus with which the author 1s 
concerned, the transmitter will deal with an input of 100 
watts, and choke control will be retained. All types of trans- 
mission will be provided for. The receiver will have three 
high-frequency magnifications and one low, making with the 
detector five valves, and the combined transmitter and re- 
ceiver will be worked from one remote control. Batteries 


$ 


Fia. 5. 


will have ќо be retained at present for filament lighting, but 
they can be small ones floating across the generator; and 
there seems good reason to hope that in the near future a 
perfectly silenced and regulated generator will permit of the 
«abolition of the battery, all current, even for the receiver, 
being supplied direct from the dynamo. 

Ground stations will be equipped for direction-finding with 
a transmitting mast one or two hundred yards away con- 
trolled from the receiving building, and matters will probably 
be so arranged that the ordinary P.O. land lines can be 
plugged direct on to the wireless, so that a man may talk 
direct from his office to a machine in the air. 


Research at the P.T.R.—During 1918 the Physi- 
kalisch-Technische Reichsanstalt determined the coefficients of 
electrical resistance of a large number of pure metals in the form 
of wire, between — 192° С. and 500°C. The results are not given in 
the abstract reproduced in schr. des Vereines deutecher Ingenieure 
for January 31st, 1920. Four kinds of aluminium of varying 
degrees of purity were investigated, and the coefficients of reaist- 
ance determined between 0° C. and 100° C., and at various 
temperatures up to 600? C. At 250° C. the greatest conductivity 
and the highest temperature coefficient were found. The coefficient 
of resistance of aluminium tested under these conditions was found 
to be practically unaffected by impurities in the metal. The 
thermal expansion between — 78° C. and 500* C., and the breaking 
strength were also determined in the case of aluminium. The 
expansion of two samples of 98'8 per cent. and 99'6 per cent. purity 
respectively, within the limits of temperature mentioned, can be 
expressed by the equation— 

le = lo {1 + (22/9 t + 0009 12) 1075]. 
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BRITISH ELECTRICAL AND ALLIED MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


THR annual general meeting of the above Association took 
place at the offices in Kingsway, W.C.2, on Thursday, 
March 18th, Mr. W. O. Smith, chairman of the Council, 
presiding. 

As has now become the usual thing with the B. E. A. M. A., 
the Press was not invited to the meeting, but we are officially 
informed that the certified income and expenditure 
account and balance sheet for the financial year ending 
September 30th, 1919, were adopted, and that in presenting 
the annual report the chairman referred to the election of 
the late chairman, Mr. Davenport, to be a vice-president of 
the Association. Unfortunately, he had to absent himself 
from subsequent meetings, as he was attacked by an illness 
from which he had not even yet completely recovered. They 
hoped he might be shortly restored to health again, and 
able to resume hig work. 

The Council had had a busy year. The change-over from 
war to peace conditions had brought with it many problems 
requiring careful consideration. Although it was not within 
the province of the Association to deal with labour and wage 
questions, they must recognise that labour difficulties during 
the year, including the recent strike of moulders, had had 
their effect on all industries. Coupled with the general 
increase in wages, the shortage of materials, and general 
unrest, industry had been prevented from reaping the full 
benefit to be expected from a victorious ending of five years 
of war. They hoped that reason would at length prevail, 
and that some path wculd soon be found along which 
employers and employed might march side by side, and thus 
enable the country to emerge from the period of darkness, 
and to attain, once more, to the proud position which it 
held for so many years as the leader of commerce. 

The chairman then reviewed in detail the work of the 
Association during the year, as recorded in the report, pur- 
ticularly noting the excellent work done by certain com- 
mittees, e.g., the Overseas, Education, Standardisation, and 
Traffic Committees. On the subject of research, he said that 
the work of the Electrical Research Committee was at present 
somewhat restricted through lack of funds. Given the neces- 
sary funds, and the consequent Government grant, existing 
researches could be carried on expeditiously, and much work 
in contemplation could be put in hand. ‘The Council had 
given very careful consideration to the subject, and had 
arrived at the conclusion that collective research was not 
only desirable but necessary in the interests of the industry, 
if they were even to keep pace with other countries, already 
well organised for research. In order to obtain Governinent 
grants of £1 for £1, a large sum per annum for five years 
would have to be guaranteed. The Council was of opinion 
that this sum should be found by the industry, and 
strongly recommended that to the sections of the Asso- 
ciation. Referring to the recently appointed Committee of 
Chairmen of Sections, he said that it should do good work, 
and would be assisted by the Council’s decision to issue to 
its members the Council’s minutes, with permission to report 
to sections anything of special interest to them. On the 
subject of increased accommodation, he said that the Council 
had been compelled, owing to the increase of staff, the sec- 
tional activities, and the large nuinber of committee meetings 
now held, to enlarge the office accommodation. They were 
now in possession of several additional Committee rooms. 
That, of course, entailed increased rent, but the Council had 
been mindful of the interests of the smaller firms, and had 
not varied their subseriptions in any way. The increase of 
the maximum subscription would affect the larger firms only. 
He was glad to say that some of the larger firms had already 
come forward and expressed their intention of paying the 
maximum subscription regardless of wages. 

The report was adopted. 

The chairman then announced the result of the ballot to 
fill the vacancies on the Council for 1920, as follows: The 
elected members were :— 

The British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 

Brook, Hirst & Co., Ltd. 

Browett, Lindley & Co., Ltd. 

The English Electric Co., Ltd. 

The General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Messrs. Price, Waterhouse & Co. having been re-elected 
auditors, the proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks 
to the chairman for presiding. 


We give the following extracts from the report of the 
Council for the year 1919 :— à 


The B.E.A.M.A. 1s а peace organisation ; but no better teet 
of the strength of any organisation can be applied than the 


way in which it passes through the fires of war. The 
B.E.A.M.A. emerges from the war stronger than ever 
Now that we are confronted squarely with all the problems of 
peace, you have, in the B. E. A. M. A., an organisation tested 
by war, and qualified to deal with any emergency. 

Of those problems none is more important than export 
business. Export inquiries have been secured sufficient prac- 
tically to absorb members’ whole productive capacity. But 
the home demand has also been such as to call upon their 
utinost capacity to meet it, and there the danger hes. It is 
easier and, in a sense, more immediately advantageous to do 
the home business, but, clearly, the big home demand cannot 
last for ever. Just as clearly, if the export demand is not 
met and connections are not kept up, even in the face of 
keen foreign competition, there 1s a grave danger of losing 
the future world markets upon which, at no very distant 
date, when home orders diminish, everything will depend. 

The Council therefore strongly recommend that the greatest 
effort, even to the sacrifice of a portion of the home market, 
should be made to go vigorously into the markets abroad, to 
secure and keep alive all overseas connections, and to increase 
the volume of business, which must gradually grow to be 
very much above the pre-war level if the future is to be 
properly secured. Evidence is not wanting that export 
matters now occupy a large place in the minds of members. 
In no previous year has the Association entertained so many 
visitots from overseas. The results of these visits have been 
promptly communicated to members, in addition to special 
reports regarding trade in Spain, Scandinavia, Japan, Brazil, 
the Argentine, Canada, India, and China. 

With regard to the work of the Overseas Committees : 
During the year the Argentine Committee issued to the 
British Legation, through the British Chamber of Commerce, 
in Buenos Ayres, а comprehensive report on business in the 
Argentine. The South Africa and Australia Committees have 
been active in ensuring reasonable conditions of contract for 
members; and the latter committee has also done good work 
connected with the proposed revision of the Commonwealth 
tariff, the arbitrary loading of invoices by the Customs autho- 
rities (regarding which a new Bill has now been introduced); 
and on a new Act of the Victorian Parliament requiring certain 
goods to be marked with the name of the country of origin. 
The India Committee has had the great advantage of the 
personal assistance of H.M. Trade Commissioner, Mr. T. M. 
Ainscough, O.B.E., and has furnished to the Director of 
Statistics, who has put into use, extended schedules classify- 
ing sea-borne electrical imports to India. This committee 
has, further, ensured that greater consideration shall in future 
be given to members in all work connected with the develop- 
ment of the many hydroelectric schemes now in prospect in 
the various States, in which connection the Government of 
India through the India Office has accepted from your Council 
a recommendation that the British standard frequencies of 
50 and 25 cycles per second should be adopted for all hydro- 
electric and other alternating-current schemes in India. Many 
promising activities of these and other Overseas Committees 
have been delayed by the necessary return to England of the 
officers who held these outposts of British trade during the 
war. 

The Board of Trade adopted a new classification of imports 
and exports based upon proposals furnished to them by your 
Association, and contributed to by almost every section of it. 
The new classification will exhibit increased lists both for 
incoming and outgoing manufactures. 

The need for a sound and comprehensive cable code, pro- 
viding specially for the electrical and allied industries, has 
been long felt; and your Council have given their provisional 
assent, with the support of members, to arrangements for the 
preparation of such a code. | 

The Department of Overseas Trade sent а British Engineer. 
ing Commission, on which your Association was represented, 
to the occupied area of Germany, and the resulting report 
(I.M. 3612/19) was circulated free to members. 

Your Council have noted with regret the sharp impact 
of political exigency on many of those excellent resolutions 
and counsels of wisdom (Government Committee reports on 
after-war trade), which, during the war, so stirred the nation 
as to evoke promise of their fulfilment from the Government. 
The promised restriction of foreign imports has gone, and, 
judging from the reception given by the country to the 
Anti-Dumping Bill, the restriction even of dumped goods 
cannot be looked forward to with much certainty. . The 
influence of the foreigner has not been slow in making itself 
felt in municipal business, and the Board of Trade has no 
power to compel the adherence of municipalities to its re- 
commendation to purchase only British goods. Save as to 
the Government's success with the Education Act, its financial 
assistance to research, its promised assistance to standardisa- 
tion, and the passage into law of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 
all may be said to be left again to private effort; and reforms 
are to be expected onlv by such pressure as associations like 
your own may be able to exercise. Nothing could better 
illustrate the devious nature of Government ‘“ policy " on 
fundamental questions than their post-armistice actions in 
the matter of import restrictions. 
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The report prepared by your Education Committee en- 
titled “ Education and Training for the Electrical and Allied 
Engineering Industries“ was completed, and your Council 
authorised its publication. There is little question that this, 
the first practical effort towards Systeinntising work in so 
promising a field, will not fail of effect. The Education Com- 
mittee has now well in hand the deferred subject of pro- 
vision for overseas students, and the scheme for the founding 
of studentships апа scholarships offered by the turbine and 
turbo-generator sections of the Association for the study of 
problems of research relating to turbines and turbine-driven 
generators. These scholarships are being projected. to en- 
courage technically trained students to fit themselves for 
posts on the higher staffs of engineering concerns and research 
institutions, and such men will to some extent relieve the 
apparent shortage of suitably trained technical engineers, 

The work of the Research Committee of the Association 
has been somewhat overshadowed during the vear by that 
of the new representative body, the Electrical Research Com- 
mittee, in which your Association, the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, and the Committee of the Privy Council for 
Scientific and Industria! Research (Mr. Arthur Balfour, pre— 
sident), are the partners. That body now purports to cover 
not only all the researches previously conducted by your 
Association and the I. E. E. jointly, but to undertake all new 
work demanded by any section of the Association or by the 
profession, Mr. E. B. Wedmore was appointed its director, 
and commenced his duties on July Ist. As a result, the work 
in hand has been brought into а state of great activity, and 
а largely extended programme of new work has been laid 
down, 

There is no question as to the value of this work. It must 
result in progressive reductions in the cost of plant, in its 
more effective. use, and the elimination of defects both in 
machinery and raw materials. But in order to secure suh- 
stantial assistance from the State, adequate guarantees of 
support must first come from manufacturers. We have a 
great deal of leeway to make up if Great Britain is to be 
put even on a level with America and the Continent. Only 
hy the collective action of associated firms can such work 
he carried out effectively, most of the vital problems being 
too large for the efforts of any individual concern. Your 
Council, therefore, strongly recommend the Electrical Re- 
search Committee for the support of members of the Associa- 
tion. 

The separate research into the corrosion of condenser tubes 
carried. on jointly by your Association and the Institute of 
Metals, is reaching a stage when it will be possible to com- 
municate important results to the contributors. Research 
into the most suitable materials for turbine blades and nozzles 
revealed at an early stage the importance of the metallurgical 
examination of materials; and arrangements have been made 
with the National Physical Laboratory for carrying out this 
work, for which the blades for test are being provided free 
of charge by the makers. Another turbine research is that 
of nozzle proportions, and arrangements for co-operating with 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers in this research are 
now complete, 

The B. E. A. XI. A. publication, Standardisation Rules for 
Electrical Machinery, first published in 1913. has gradually 
won its way to popular favour as the standard work in its 
class. It reached its fourth edition early this vear, and is, 
in that revised form, now the subject of discussion between 
Various university authorities and technical colleges and vour 
Association as to its adoption by the former as a handbook 
for the instruction of students. i 

The year has disclosed no diminution of the spirit of good- 
will on the part of municipal engineers in settling their con- 
tracts on the J. E. E. model conditions, or such other reason- 
able equivalent as might be necessitated by subject matter, 

Your Revising Committee, which has charge of the I. E. E. 
text, recently proposed certain amendments to your Council, 
and the Institution, to which these amendments were at once 
taken, considered them important enough to warrant. the 
creation of a special committee of revision jointly and equally 
representative of the purchasing and manufacturing sides of 
the industry. It is hoped that this joint comuuittee will sit 
permanently to consider amendinents proposed by either side 
fromm time to tine. 

The sets of conditions of sale А and B for home work 
and AE, РЕ, and AEC for export work continue to set the 
standard practice for the whole trade, and are always in 
brisk demand. 

The text of “ Instruction for the Use and Conditions of Sale 
and Contract " was amended during the vear by the addition 
of railway companies to the list of those purchasers. from 
Whom the Association's. conditions must be obtained, The 
proposal was made to the companies on Мау Rth. inviting 
objection, and, none having been received, the rule was put 
into force on August th. 

Translations of the Association's sets of conditions of sale 
for export work are now available in French and Russian. 

In July last your Council set up a Trafiie Committee which 
attended before the ауду Clearing House. on September 
25th, 1919, and gave evidence in support of a claim that slide 
rails and bedplates for dvnames and motors should be placed 
inia lower classification. The application was successful, the 
railway companies lowering the classification from Зу to dm, 
& concession of considerable value, as the tonnage in this 


class of goods is approximately 20000) per annum, and the 
saving in freight considerable. | 

Innnediately upon the announcement of the proposal to 
Increase goods rates by 50 per cent., the committee passed, 
and the Council sent, a protest to the Minister of Transport 
against. all-round increases of this nature. The committee 
recognised the necessity lor raising rates in order to meet 
the increased. cost of transport, but reconinended that instead 
of an all-round increase of 50 per cent. it should be on a 
graduated scale so devised that raw materials should bear 
the lightest burden. It was specifically recommended that 
the maximum Increases for the classes covering raw and 
seuu-raw materials should be as follows: Class A, 2s., class 
B, 28. ëd., and class C, 3s. 6d. per ton. Two of the maximum 
Increases Which came into force on January lth, 1920. were 
almost identical with the recommendations, the third to be 
Without maxunum, but on a graduated scale as recommended. 
At the date of going to press with this report there was an 
entire lack of uniformity їп the manner of charging the new 
rates, not only by different railway companies, but by the 
local goods departiments of the same company, The Irate 
Comittee has this matter now under consideration, and will 
shortly anake recommendations directed at systeimatising the 
conipanies' practices. That committee also pave consideration 
to the question of demurrage, both 1n respect of private sidings 
and on the premises of the Port of London Authority, and 
on its recommendation your. Council supported an F.B.I. 
proposal to. challenge by means of a test case, the railway 
companies’ action in this matter. This committee is, further, 
preparing evidence in support of an application for a revision 
of the classification of electrical machinery and apparatus 
generally. On the initiative of the committee, vour Council 
was able to obtain concessions in freight rates for electrical 
machinery and apparatus to Australian ports. The Ministry 
of Transport has accepted from your. Council the nomination 
of four members for seats on the panel of experts set up 
under section 23 of the Ministry of Transport Act. 

Brief reference is made to the Electrical Development 
Association. Mr. J. W. Beauchamp, director and secretary, 
will welcome inquiries as to its scope and work. The Council 
recommend the E.D.A. to the attention of every member 
Who has the future of the industry at heart. 

The scientific and telegraph instrument section of the Asso- 
cation, with commendable enterprise, devised and adopted 
a mark for their apparatus showing the initials of the As- 
sociation over-printed. with the words satis, being the initials 
of the section. Your Council аге now in correspondence 
‘with the Board of Trade as to a licence for the use by all 
members of the same or a similar mark for members’ elec- 
trical manufactures of all descriptions. 

A Committee of Chairmen of Sections has been appointed 
to provide for the better co-ordination of work common to, 
and the exchange of ideas between, sections. 

Your Council has considered it expedient to defer the 
holding of a special B. E. A. M. A. Exhibition in. London. till 
1922. 

The following new sections. were constituted and began 
work during tbe vear: The Cooling Water Apparatus Seetion, 
the Gas and Oil Engine Section, the Reciprocating Compressor 
Section, - 

The system of tendering embodied in the crass-tendering 
agreements continues to find favour among members, but has 
not been extended. The condenser cross-tendering agreement 
was revised during the year so as to make it applicable to 
all inquiries whether publiely advertised or not. 

In order to meet the increase of rent and general increase 
of staff and other expenses, vour Council has had under 
consideration the question of increasing revenue by additional 
subscription, The Council decided as a preliminary measure, 
to raise the maximum subscription from the present Бипге 
of £200 to a new maximum of £500, 

The annual dinner will be held this vear on Mav 30th. 

The report refers to the close working relations of the 
B.E.A.M.A. with the F. B. I., and to co-operative working 
with other bodies. 

The number of members on the register at the end of the 
year was 225. Nineteen members were admitted to member- 
ship during that period and ten resigned. Of these resigna- 
tions six were accounted for by amalgamation or reconstruc- 
tion. | 


Australian Company.—The Australian papers state that 
a meeting of shareholders in Standard Waygood Hercules, Ltd., was 
held on February 3rd to alter the name of the company to the 
English Electric Co. of Australia, Ltd., and to increase the capital 
of the company to £600,000. Mr. G. A. Weymouth. was to be 
appointed managing director. in which capacity he had been acting 
for some time. Tbe programme of the company is an ambitious one 
involving great extent in of the works in Australia. It is desc: ibed 
as a virtual amalgamation with the English Electric Co., Ltd. 


Prices of German Wires and Cables.—uoting from a 
German paper, the солото Reriew states that as from March let, 
the Price Section of the Central Association of the German Electro- 
Technical Industry ceased to publish increased metal prices for 
cables and wires. From that date, the prices for insulating wires 
are reckoned on the basis of the bi-weekly quotations for copper 
and aluminium, and vary with the fluctuations in the basic prices 
of these of Mk, 2,500 and Mk. 3,000 respectively per 100 kg. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


| Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
! if considered of sufficient interest. — mE 


The Xcel” Utility Electric Cooker. 
As an all-British production, the “Xcel” utility electric 
cooker, of which MEssks. DRAKE & GORHAM WHOLESALE, LD., 
67, Long Acre, W.C.2, have sent us particulars, descrves 
notice. This cooker, fig. 1, which is particularly adaptable to 
the many forms of cooking, i. e., grilling, toasting, boiling, &«., 
consists of a heat together with a pan, grill, and deflector. It 
is nickel plated, highly finished, and can be used on a dining- 
room table, being supplied from an ordinary lighting circuit. 
The heater loading is 600 watts. 


. FIG. 2. 


By means of this apparatus, two cooking operations can 
be cirried out at once. Fig. 2 shows steak and potatoes being 
cooked in two atensils, and tig. 3 illustrates potatoes being 
boiled at the same time ag fish is being cooked. | 

Other agents for this cooker are Messrs. SIEMENS Bros., 
Messrs. Down & Davies, THE ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES, DERRY's 
EnECTii1C Co., and the SUN ELECTRICAL Co. 


| The ‘ W. R.“ CO, Indicator. 

The importance of easily and correctly ascertaining the 
percentage of СО, in boiler flue gases, in order that fuel 
may be consumed to the best possible advantage, is now 
fully realised. The * W. R.“ indicator, which has been imen- 
tioned in several of our recent articles, and appears to be 


increasing in popularity, overcomes, it is claimed, many dis- 


advantages of previous instruments. By its help it is said 
to be possible to maintain an average of 14 per cent. of CO, 
in the flue gases. With a flue gas exhaust temperature of 500 
deg. F., by increasing the percentage of CO, from 6 to 12 per 
cent., a 13 per cent. saving in fuel can be effected. so that 
the usefulness of an apparatus of the above description will 
be obvious. Perfect combustion would show about 19 per 
cent. of CO.. and while 17 per cent. is obtainable with the 
help of the W.R. indicator, the average figure is 14 per cent., 
which means with the average plant a saving of from 10 to 
15 per cent. on the coal bill. 'The instrument, fig. 4, indi- 
cates by the height of a water column on a gauge glass 
tube and the fireman can thus see at a glance what adjust- 
ment of his dampers is necessary to maintain the highest 
average of CO, in the furnace. The device is quite simple, 
there are no moving parts in it, and it is stated that it is 
within 1 per cent. of absolute accuracy, and that it will last 
as long as a boiler. When dirty it may be swilled out with 
е bucket of water The action of the indicator is as follows: 
An aspirator worked by a small jet of steam continuously 
aspires gases from the flue which it is desired to keep under 
observation, The path of the gases is indicated by the arrows 


| lia. 3. 
Тнк Xchl. Utiniry Evectric COOKER. 


in fig. 5. The pipe А may be connected to an induced draught 
fan if more convenient than connecting it to the aspirator. 
The sample of gag is first drawn down the glass tube and 


‘passes through the water at the bottom of the instrument. 


It then percolates through the filtering material, eventually 
entering the upper chaniber containing the porous pot, in the 
interior of which is the reagent. A small pipe connects the 
interior of the porous pot to the top of the recording gauge 
glass G, which is connected at the bottoin to the water space. 
Some of the gases passing through the upper chamber pene- 


Fio. 4.—W.R. Patent СО, 
^. INDICATOR. ° 


trate into the porous pot and are absorbed by the reagent. 
A partial vacuum is thus formed, varying in intensity accord- 
ing to the percentage of CO, contained’ in the gases passing at 
the time. By this means the water ‘is forced up the gauye 
vlass tube, which is graduated to read directly in CO, per- 
centages. The whole instrument occupies little space, and 
is particularly robust, accurate, and reliable. The apparatus 
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ric. 5. —DiARAMMATIC SKETCH OF CO, INDICATOR. 


requires practically no attention, except that a fresh cartridge 
has to be inserted in the porous pot every twenty-four hours, 
and abont once a month the main filter and flue piping should 
be thoroughly cleared. of soot. The instrument reads con- 
tinuously, has very little time lag, and answers readily and 
rapidly to any variations. The makers are Messrs. '* W. R.“ 
Patents, Ltp., of 8, Old Jewry, Cheapside, E. C. 2. 
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BY-PRODUCT PRODUCER & BLAST FURNACE 
GASES. 


AT Manchester, on March 9th, Mr. W. Н. Patchell's and Mr. 
S. H. Fowles’ papers (abstracts of which appeared in our 
issues of March 19th and 26th respectively) were read and dis- 
cussed before the NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE of the INSTITUTION 
OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


Mr. PiLLING said it must be a revelation to electrical en- 
gineers to have gas engines brought prominently before their 
notice at this time. Мапу of them, and many steam en- 
zineers also, had an idea that the day of the gas engine was 
past, but during the war great developments had taken place. 
Largely because German competition had ceased, quite a 
large number of gas engines of considerable power had been 
made in this country for electricity generation and air 
blowing. It seemed clear from the papers that openings 
for development existed both with producer gas and with 
blast-furnace gas. It was extremely disappointing to an 
engine maker who had turned out engines of good quality 
to know that the good results obtained in one case were not 
repeated in another. It depended on the efficiency of the 
gas-producer plant. With the Halberg-Beth dry cleaning 
process uniformly clean gas could be obtained if reasonable 
attention was given by the engineer in charge. With the 
Halberg-Beth plant the gas could be made more pure than 
air. These facts pointed to the necessity of cleaning the air 
as well as the gas, and he had no doubt that when this was 
lone an engine would be able to run for a much longer 
period without having to be stopped for cleaning. He knew 
no mechanical or physical reason why it should not run 
for an absolutely indefinite period if efficient plant was in- 
stalled. In choosing the type of engine the decision of the 
purchaser appeared to turn upon the question of finance. 
As a rule a firm which had plenty of money was more in- 
clined to take the low-speed set; if they had extensive 
demands on their capital and had an exceptionally large 
programme to carry out, the decision was apt to turn in 
favour of the high-speed set. For a given power it was 
cheaper to make a high-speed, multi-cvlinder gas engine than 
to make a low-speed one, and, moreover, the former occupied 
less floor space. So the "whole question seemed to turn upon 
finance, and the makers of low-speed engines had to face that 
difficulty. There was no difficulty in producing 3,000-н.р. 
with a 2-cylinder engine, and 6.000-H.p. with 4-cylinder en. 
gines. It was highly probable if the price of coal continued 
to rise that blast-furnace plant would be compulsorily used by 
order of the Government to produce blast-furnace gas. 

Mr. GLover said that years ago when slack was being 
bought at бв. to 8s. per ton, and with sulphate of ammonia at 
approximately #10 per ton, one could recover all the cost 
of gasification and something more on the by-products. But 
to-day, while coal was approximately 30s. a ton, sulphate of 
ammonia was sold at £19 per ton. The price was controlled 
by the Government and kept low for the benefit of the 
farmers. In addition to the price of the coal. it cost 10s. 
to 15s. per ton to gasify it. For these reasons the gas engine 
consuming producer gas was not now a tempting proposition, 
if power production was the only consideration; but other 
urguinents might be found for it. For instance, the gas 
might be used in furnaces. However, there was a great 
economy obtainable from the gas engine using blast-furnace 
gas. From the electrical engineer’s point of view, gas en- 
gines had a very undesirable failing. Sulphuric acid got into 
the engine room and attacked all electrical connections. A 
kind of oily vapour mixed with the sulphurous fumes was 
deposited on the windings, and there was a lability to short 
circuit. The 8-cylinder, 4-crank type gave extremely good 
results in some cases. Two had averaged 90 per cent. of 
the possible running time dav and night over seven years. 
The large horizontal type had not -SO good a record. Little 
troubles crept in and caused stoppages, and when a large 
amount of the total power was put into one set there was 
a greater proportionate loss. An important factor was the 
amount of labour required for working gas engines and gas 
plant in comparison with steam turbines. He estimated that 
with the former the production of 11 million units per week 
would necessitate the employment of approximately 150 men, 
with turbines 1t would be about 30 men. When an absolutely 
even power supply was wanted difficulties cropped up. If 
the men could be trained to work the producers, 1n step as it 
were, so that they were not all poking at the same time, it 
would be all right, but it was very difficult to get the men to 
Work in that way. The question of the ash in coal was also 
important. His own experience was that it was very. difi- 
cult to obtain the sort of coals they wanted. If automatic 
switches were exposed to the atmosphere of the pas engine, 
there was a corroding action, and a deposit was formed. 
Tar was a very. difficult thing to deal with. It had an un- 
fortunate property of depositing at every change of tempera- 
ture. The only wav was to reduce the temperature to the 
lowest degree which it would reach at апу point of the 
system afterwards; then they could he certain there would 
he no further deposit of tar. IIe doubted very much whether 
it was now an economic proposition to produce power from 
\ituminous coal in gas producers. 

Mr. T. R. WOLLASTON agreed that the waste gas from coke 


ovens ought to be utilised, but looking at the subject from 
the point of view of producing a large amount of electricity, . 
coke-oven gas was an impossible proposition. In order 20 
get it in that way, more coke would have to be produced than 
the whole world wanted. There were possibilities in low tem- 
perature distillation from the point of view of the production 
of benzol, but he saw no prospect of producing any large 
amount of electricity. He agreed with Mr. Pilling that the 
questions of capital cost and amount of floor space needed 
were factors in the choice between the gas engine and the 
turbine. He had great faith in the future of producer pas 
for firing boilers, even at the present prices of coal and 
sulphate of ammonia. : 

Mr. J. G. WALTHEW said it entirely depended on the type 
of gas engine whether sulphurous fumes would effect the 
electrical equipment. With the enclosed vertical type it was 
not possible for the fumes to escape and get into the engine 
room. If gas got into the crank chamber it was drawn awav 
by means of a small exhauster fan which maintained a 
circulation of free air. When the dust was removed blast- 
furnace gas offered a much easier problem than producer gas 
because there was a fairly even quality of gas to deal with. 
He agreed with Mr. Fowles that the gas engine was quite as 
good a prime mover as the steam engine. If there was any 
trouble it was connected with the quality of the gas, and 
not attributable to the engine itself. He dissented from the 
statement that capital cost was the determining factor in 
the choice between high and low-speed types. Electrical en- 
gineers and power plant people generally would go in for the 
most satisfactory machine from the point of view of reliabilitv 
and economy. irrespective of the capital cost. One cause 
of dissatisfaction in the past was insufficient stand-by plant. 
A power station should be properly equipped in that respect. 
so as to be in a position to overhaul anv one set if it were 
necessary. He was recently at a works where notwithstanding 
the increased cost of labour, and the fact that the men did not 
do the same amount of work as formerly—three being em- 
ploved where two sufficed before—they could meet the whole 
of their labour charges by the sulphate of ammonia recovered. 

Mr. FENNELL said the corrosion due to gas fumes escaping 
could be remedied. A great help was to grease the contacts 
with vaseline. An undertaking which used South Stafford- 
shire Mond gas had as much trouble with the enclosed type 
of engine as with the open type. The fumes escaped from 
the crank chamber and were churned up by the fly wheel. 
If an exhauster fan were used, as one speaker had suggested, 
the oil consumption went up by leaps and bounds. It was 
a curious thing that some plant produced a much greater 
quantitv of tar than others. At Northwich, within a quarter 
of a mile from the Mond das station, they had no trouble from 
that cause: at a South Staffordshire works, over four miles 
from the Mond gas station, there were quantities of tar, and 
the trouble was got over bv reducing the temperature of 
the incoming gas to a level below which it would never-zo 
again. Mr. Fowles had made an excellent case for the use 
of gas engines, but, of course, they were up against present- 
day conditions. He had recently had occasion to go into 
the question of producer: gas, and he found it paid to put 
down a non-recovery plant or anthracite plant in eizes anv- 
where near 1,000 n.r. and larger. He believed it waa a fact 
that the price of anthracite had not increased in the same 
ratio as that of ordinary coal. 

Mr. PATCHELL, in replying, said it was not quite a fact that 
the high-speed steam engine had been ousted by the low- 
speed tvpe, but the field for it was certainly limited. His 
own feeling was that 1,500 н.р. was too large. Its limitations 
had been masked by the development of the turbine. Of 
course, the capital cost was a very important matter. At 
nre-war prices the steam turbine cost so little that practically 
fue] was the опу thing that mattered. but the cost 
of a big plant for Birmingham Corporation now came 
to £45 per kw. A great deal could be said about the effect of 
gas on electrical equipment, and Mr. Pilling's statement that 
the gas was cleaner than the air was absolutely applicable 
to some of the old stations. In connection with two of the 
engines dealt with in the paper, forced lubrication was in- 
troduced. A fan blew air through the open casing, and bv 
an open port in the crank chamber it entered the air inlet 
of the engine, so that it was constantly sucking air through. 
He was astonished at the quantity of oil that went through. 
He should not have thought there was so much more oil 
floating about in the crank chamber with forced lubrication 
than with the banio system of lubrication. They had absolutely 
no tronble with fumes in the engine room. and the engines 
ran quite as regularly as steam engines, and were as clean. 
Mr. Fowis said they had had no trouble from fumes 
affecting the electrical connections. He thought much de- 
pended upon the tyne of engine, whether it was open or 
enclosed, and also how the men were looking after the 
machinery, and how the employers looked after the men. 
Mr. Glover had said 150 men would be needed to produce 
1! million units per week. That figure was altogether too 
high. His experience was that both high and the low-speed 
engines were good in the right place, and one was as easily 
started as the other. On the stand bv question, again a 
great deal depended on how the men looked after the engine. 
They had not used vaseline, nor had they found it necessary 
to put an exhauster fan on the crank case. All the engines 

used forced lubrication. 
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LARGE POWER TRANSFORMERS. 


AT a meeting of the WESTERN CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS the paper by Messrs. A. G. ELLIS and 
J. L. THoMPsoN on ''Large Power Transformers" (which 
us abstracted in our issues of May 9th and 16th, 1919) was 
read. | 

In the subsequent discussion Mr. ARTHUR ELLIs (Chairman) 
said the subject of the paper was somewhat difficult to discuss, 
as most of them who had to utilise transformers, no matter 
what size, were more concerned in obtaining transformers 
which would comply with the conditions under which they 
would have to work, leaving to gentlemen like the authors to 
work out the details of construction. The authors referred 
to lack of opportunities for building large transformers, but 
he thought those opportunities would be amply afforded in 
the future under the new scheme of production and distri- 
bution generally. Manufacturers would produce transformers 
of large power in view of the larger units which were going 
to be utilised for public supply, and so long as the trans- 
formers were properly designed there was no reason why 
engineers Should not rely equally upon transformer units 
as upon generating units. The authors suggested that crane 
capacity was a limiting factor in the production of large 
designs, but the installation of larger units would no doubt 
influence the production of bigger capacity cranes. He did 
not think it needed much understanding that transformers 
above 5,000 Kw. should be forced cooled—some might suggest 
that those of smaller capacity should be so treated. He 
considered the core type had many advantages over the shell 
type. The authors suggested that the correct method of 
switching in was to slowly close the switch. Were the authors 
satished that no injurious effects would result to terminals 
by this method? He agreed that the British Engineering 
Standards ought to be adopted, and that the different de- 
signers of transformers should pool their designs. 


Mr. W. A. CHAMEN said he did not quite know why he was 


expected to say that 25 cycle transformers were better than 
any other. What he did say was that they had a large number 
of 25 cycle gear installed, and he did not quite see how they 
were going to get rid of it. He considered the cost of the 
transformer was not everything, but if it were such an im- 
portant thing why not go to 100 cycles? He thought a great 
deal too much was made of the supposed advantages of 
50 cycles, and he did not know how it came to be adopted. 
It might be of interest to know that there was actually a 
roposal to give a supply in that district at 15 cycles. All 

e had to say was they had 25 cycles and 50 cycles, and the 
problem was how to work the two together or how to gradu- 
ally make the change over so that there should be only one 
frequency. With all the brain work that had been expended 
on transformers he wondered why someone had not devised a 
static frequency changer. He was very glad to hear the 
authors’ remarks on auto-transformers. He went into this 
question himself some years ago and arrived at the conclusion 
that they were most dangerous to use. He would like to 
know whether the automatic device for taking up the slack 
of contraction or shrinkage of the insulating material had 
been put to the test. 

Mr. Lewis said there was one thing Mr. Ellis had not 
touched upon, and that was a straining tank wherein the 
oil circulated and some chemical was used to remove the 
moisture from it. Perhaps Mr. Ellis could let them know 
something about it. 

Mr. A. J. NEWMAN said that although the paper had been 
written something like a year ago, progress had not been во 
rapid as to cause the data given to be in any way out of 
date. He would like to know how much in the authors’ 
opinion the costs per K.v.A. had been increased eince the 
figures were compiled. During the war it was no unusual 
sight to see large pieces of machinery transported along main 
roads, and in his opinion a few remarks on the limit of the 
carrying capacity of some of the main roads would not have 
been out of place. The authors gave no particulars of 
weather-proof transformers suitable for use in the open. He 
understood it was common practice in Canada to instal! both 
transformers and switchgear without any protection from the 
weather whatever. No mention appeared to be made of 
utilising the latent heat of vaporisation of water in dissipating 
the heat due to losses in transformers. Personally, he had 
never favoured 3-phase transformers owing to the difficulty 
in handling. loss in efficiency, and greater cost when spares 
were taken into account. One had to agree that there was 
a great saving in floor space, but one must not lose sight of 
the face that the external connections in the case of single. 
phase vransformers are not easy to deal with, and are indeed 
а costly item. Was it not true that there was a greater differ- 
ence in the case of a 3-phase transformer between the hottest 
point and the average temperature of the oil? On page 12 
he noticed the authors made no differentiation between the 
anpual charges in respect of iron and those pertaining to 
copper losses. An old time figure he remembered using was 
18. per watt for iron losses, but this was based on id. per 
unit for 100 per cent. load factor units. If they took the 
authors’ figure of 3d. and present day value of money the 1s. 
above referred to became something like 2s. 8d. per watt. 
Now, comparing the single-phase and 3-phase proposition, they 
had 5 xw. iron loss in favour of the single-phase proposi- 


tion. This at 2s. 8d. per watt was equal to £666, a fairly sub- 
stantial item amounting as it did to about 124 per cent. of 
the cost of the 3-phasè transformers, and more than adequate 
to provide the extra expenses of external connections. 

Major Davip said he noticed that the cost of the self-cooled 
transformer assumed a very flat state above the 5,000 k. v. A., su 
there was really no saving in larger units. The weights also 
increased for machines above 3,000 K.v.4., and no one would 
install larger units if they were not going to cost less than 
smaller units. In the water-cooled type the curves did not 
flatten out until well after 20,000 k. v. A. The authors referred 
to the Manchester-Salford inter-linked system as having the 
highest working voltage. In that district there was an instal- 
lation of 30,000 volts connecting up two large power schemes 
across & distance of 10 miles, and 16,000 Kw. and 12,000 Kw. 
running plant. This system was being extended at the present 
moment, and would finally form a transformer system consist- 
ing of three legs, each approximately 10 to 11 miles long, and 
feeding different sections at 3 or 4 points. In connection with 
this particular system they had installed at each end the 6,000 
KW. forced cooled type. One point not mentioned in con- 
nection with forced cooled types was the enormous loss of 
oil There was rather a depreciatory tendency as to the 
reliability of large transformers. His company, however, 
have not had a single case of failure on large units. 

Mr. CARTER said that as a colliery engineer he was interested 
in the conveyance of large transformers filled with oi] under- 
ground. He considered this would be rather a difficult 
matter. He was inclined to think that the use of single phase 
current was the better way of maintaining the supply. 

Mr. C. Morey New said the authors had omitted to parti- 
cularly mention in their comparisons anything regarding the 
cost, reliability, and the type of connections used on the link- 
ing-up scheme. In the particular scheme referred to there 
were 3-phase transformers at one end and single phase at the 
other. He thought this was a pretty good start for standardi- 
sation. He would be interested to know whether the react- 
ance could be altered on an existing: transformer without 
altering or opening the transformer. 

Mr. A. C. MACWHIRTER referred to the special form of 
clamping up bolt. He asked what provision the authors 
made in the core type for allowing the cables or the copper 
strip to take up their relative positions. He did not think 
the spring clamping bolt & very sound mechanical job, and 
much preferred an arrangement which would follow up the 
windings automatical by a coiled spring. 

Mr. Wayne Morecan thought that a little more emphasis 
might have been laid on the nature of the oil to be used for 
cooling purposes. m | 

Mr. Ellis, Junr., inquired as to the time which elapsed in 
connection with the shrinking of the insulation between the 
punchings. á 

Mr. A. G. Ellis, in the course of his reply, stated that the 
designer was often hampered by the conditions in the specifi- 
cation which told him how far he had to go as regards insula- 
tion, current density, &c., which precluded the production of 
a satisfactory article from his point of view. He agreed that 
crane capacity should not stand in the way of producing the 
best type of plant. On the question of spares, the compari- 
eon of single-phase with three-phase was on the same basis. 
Mr. Chamen raised the point of periodicity. He hardly thought 
that controversy should have been raised, as it was not 
really relative to the paper. Mr. Chamen asked quite rightly 
whether the spring attachment for taking up the shrinkage 
in winding had been tested in practice. There were several 
installations and no trouble so far had been experienced. In 
connection with the query raised by Mr. Newman as to 
whether there was any variation in the particulars since the 
data were compiled, prices had certainly gone up, especially of 
labour and material. He would give definite figures when 
replying in the Journal. The question of road transport had 
been considered, but his experience in this connection hai 
not been happy. The question of drying out on site de- 
pended entirely upon how long the transformer had been on 
route and lying about. He considered weather-proof trans. 
formers should form the subject for a separate paper. Regard- 
ing the annual charges for copper and iron losses, he sug- 
gested that all the losses that went through a sub-station were 
chargeable at the same rate, because the losses, as such, could 
have very little effect upon the load factor in its entirety. 
The shrinkage of windings reduced the safety factor—hence 
the necessity for following up the shrinkage, and this led 
manufacturers to devising springs for taking up the shrinkage 
automatically. As regards water and air-cooled transformers, 
when one got down to 1,000 Kk. v. A. the water-cooled type was 
more expensive than the self cooled. Views differed con- 
siderably as to single or three-phase transformers, and in the 
end he considered local conditions were the governing factors. 
Mr. Carter spoke of transformers for colhery work below the 
surface. There were quite a large number of designs for this 
tvpe of work. of particularly robust construction and 
practically oil tight. The type of connections suitable for 
transformers required a separate paper. It was very unsound 
practice to attempt, as some manufacturers did, to obtain high 
efficiencies by cutting down insulation. The question of oil 
raised by Mr. Wayne Morgan was a very important one, and 
a paper which dealt with transformer and switch oils would 
be very welcome. 

The subore reserved their full reply for the I.E.E. Journal. 
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Compiled. expressly for this journal by Messrs. Skrrow-Jowzs, O'DziL AND 
TEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1.. 


7.614. Arc lamps." A. E. Ахсоцр. March 15th. 

7,061. FSparking-plug terminal." A. E. Wapr. March 15th. 

7.063. '' Process of melting and reducing metals.“ E. C. R. Marks 
(Scovill Manufacturing Co.). March 15th. i 


7.664. Electric furnaces." E. C. R. Marks (Scovill Manufacturing Co.). 
March 15th. 


7.699. “ Electric fusc-holders." A. Н. MaxweLL and F. Snexcorp. March 


7.708. Apparatus for continuous production of sheet metal, strip and 
wire." S. O. CowrER-CoLEs. March 15th. | 

7414. " Sparking plugs." R. Breton. March th. (France, October 
16th. 1919.) j 


732. “ Electric accumulators.” А. B. Trecuany and J. S. VIA. March 
l5th. ` 

7,737. *'* Sparking plugs.” G. Catverr. March 15th. 

7.785. Vacuum tubes." WesTeRN ELECTRIC Co. (Western Electric Co.). 
March 16th, 

7.793. Automatic electrical steering-gear for ships." W. P. GN DEU and 
A. K. Macrorw. March 16th. 

7.799. Railway electrice track-circuits." 
Усма. Со. and R. W. Tarrant. March 16th. 

7,801. *'' Electric resistance." R. A. R. Bowron. March 16th. 

7.804. “ Electric fires.” E. C. R. Marks (Reed). March 16th. 

7,809. ''Gas-filled electric glow-lamp." Siemens & Haske Акт. Ges. 
March 16th. (Germany, September 20th, 1913.) 

7.815. Electric generating devices." A. Barre, March 16th. 

7.824. Mayneto-electric machines." Britis TuoMsov-HousroN Co. & 
A. P. Youne. March 16th. 

7,831. “ Electric switches," ICH WIC Evectric Co. (Cutler Hammer Manu- 
facturing Co.). March 16th. 

7,834. “ Dynamo-clcctric machines, particularly motors for use in mines.“ 
G. W. Wartos. March 16th. 

7.819. Wireless reception." Н. Mo&kis-Aitkzv, S. H. Lonc and A. K. 
Mackogig,— March 16th. 

7,850. “ Reception in wireless telegraphy, particularly in direction-finding.” 
Н. Morris-Atrey, S. Н. Lone and А. K. Macrorie. March 6th. 

7,851. “ Wireless transmitting circuits emploving thermionic valves." H. 
Мокк1з-Атккү, А. К. Macrokte, R. I.. RaspaLL and G. Ѕиклкхс. March 16th. 
7,867. '' Electric light distribution devices.“ C. G. Sunn. March 17th. 
7.872. ' Power- factor calculator for use with idle-current meters in alter- 

nating current electricity systems." W. Herenisos. March 17th. 
7,887. “ Means for supporting arc lamps." A. E. Ado D. March 17th. 


7,911. “Condensing steam<lectric locomotive." D. M. Ramsay and J. W. 
Woop. March 17th. 


7.914. Terminal." I. NAS TER. March 17th. 

7.925. Dynamo-eleetric. machines." T. I.. R. Cooker. March 17th. 

7.932. Combined. electric motor and compressors or pumps." F. ANGELL 
and H. B. Ахсыл.. March 17th. 

7,941. “ Reflectors for electric lamps.“ 
March 17th. 

7,943. “Systems of electric ship propulsion." 
Co. and F. H. Croceu. March 17th. 
7.044. + Protecting compositions,” 
Electric Co., I. S. A). March 17th. 
7.95. Electric motor control.“ 

States, June Gth, 1919.) 

7.973. Electrical apparatus for medical purposes.“ 
March 17th. 

8,015. '' Electric incandescent: or plow lamp holders." 
March Rth. 

N. M Ul. Electric lamp holders." — Broiste L.M. Ericsson) MANUFACTURING 
Со.. A. A. Goperey and Н. II. Haves. March. 18th. 

8,062. *' Electro-maginetie— step-by-step — mechanism," C. L. 
March 18th. . 

8.063. '* Apparatus. for electrically controlling railway trains. &c., through 
the track.” А. R. ANGUS. March 18th. (Sweden, October 10th, 1917.) 

меж. Electric storage batteries," R E. Beswick. March 18th. 

8. 07 3. Continuous-current dynamo or motor," J. E. Jones. March ТК, 

RORI. © Oscillation generators.” WisrERN ELrecrric Co. March 18th. 
(United States, June 4th, 1917.) 

R. Nl. Means of changing poles. of. four-phase windings.” 
SCHUCKERTWERKE. March 18th. (Germany, June 30th, 1917.) 

NARS. Three-phase machines," SIEMENS SCHUCKERTWERKE. March 18th. 
(Germany, April 23rd, 1918.) 

M.lU2. *'' Process. for manufacture. of wire." S. O. Cowrer-Cores. March 
18th. 

N. 114. Electric candle lampa” C. A. Dauxv. March 18th. 

n. 118. ' Device. for lubricating bearing of distributor shaft of ignition 
apparatus for intecnalcombustion engines.“ R. Boscu Акт. Ges. March I8th. 
(Germany, May 10th, 1919.) 

*. 120. Electric switch.“ MW. F. Ворохстох. March. 18th. 

N. 12. Inner and outer electrodes of sparking plugs." E. F. Bugs. S. 
E. бкевв and T. E. NANKIVEII.. March 18th. 


W В. Sykes INTERLOCKING 


J. Е. Fretcner and J. H. Jones. 
* Bkrrisit THomson-Houstox 
Burst Tuomsox-Houston Со. (General 
J F. "re. 
Н. J. Monson. 


R. T. Norton. 


WALKER. 


SIEMENS 


8.144. Operating generating stations in parallel." А. M. Taylor. March | 


19th. 

4. 147. Medical galvanic battery.“ L. O. бммох5 and B. B. H. Sumner. 
March 19th. 

8.160. '* Electrical heating elements." II. H. Cressart and Tue CRESSALL 
MANUFACTURING Co. March 19th. 

8,170. '* High-tension magnetos." J. GUARDIOLA. 
January 16th, 1919.) 

8.174. “Electric meters for alternating currents.“ 
Mcsscirace. March 19th. (Italy, March 26th, 1919.) 

8. 177. Radio-navigational apparatus, &c." J. 
RON SON. March 19th. 

8,200. '' Wireless transmitting and receiving apparatus.“ I.. J. Price. 
March 19th. 

8.215. Utilising sound vibrations." 
Сол. March 19th, 

K. 21. Xray tubes Swess & Haske Акт. Ges March 1th. (Ger- 
many, June And. 1918) 

8,244. ' Electric motors for starting internal-combustion engines.“ К. 
Bosa Акт. Ges; March Ith. (Germany, May Oth, FH) 

N. 26. Transformers." Wirst Krake Co, March 1, 
States, November both. 1917.) 

8249. '* Plectron discharge devices; Greg, астас Со, and B. S. 
Gosstine, March. Vth, 

8.202. Terminal fittings for cleefrieal devices." P. R. Carawrient and 
E. V. Sims, March. sth, 


March 19th. (France, 
AZIENDA ELETTRICA 
ErsKiNe-MURRAaY and J. 


, 


Н. Гаквкотнек (Wireless Spitzescope 


(United 


March 17th. (United 


8,316. “ Spark plugs." О. F. Sram. March 20th. 


8,341. “Telephone systems." Automatic TELEPHONE MaNurAcrURING Co. 
March 20th. (United States, June 30th, 1919.) 


8,352. '' Magneto-electric machines.“ IL. N. Rxpbi& (Camillo Olivetti & 
Co.). March 20th. : ES 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 
The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


2 1917. 

8,964. FLECIRIC CABLES OR CONDUCTORS. T. S. Seymour and St. Helens 
Cable & Rubber Co. June 22nd, 1917. (Cognate application 11,028 of 1917.) 
(139,226.) 

1918. T . 

15,603. System FOR 1UE INSTANTANEOUS AND ELECTRICAL HEATING OF WATER. 
L. E. Seimbille. September 28th, 1917. (119,474.) 

19,670. PREPAYMENT DEVICES. British Thomson-Houston Со. (General Elec- 
tric Co., U. S.A.). November 25th, 1918. (139,240.) 

20,459. TELEGRAPHIC SYSTEMS. E. Frattola, V. E. Castelli and R- R. 
Regnoni. | Deceinber 9th, 1918. (139,241.) | 

21,633. Metnop oF ELECTRIC W EI. bio. T. E. Murray. February. Gth, 1918. 
(123,060.) 

1919. 

1,598. ELEC TIC TEI.ECM ATIs. W. H. Roberts and F. J. Matson, January 
2nd, 1919. (139, 259.) 

2,194. CHARGING-BOARDS FCR ELSCTRIC ACCUMULATORS. H. Leitner and W. 
H. Exley. January 29th, 1919. (139,264.) i 

2,203. ELECTRIC DRY BATTERIES. J. G. Hossack. 
(139,265.) * 

3,434. ELECTRIC MOTORS FOR OVERATING PUMPS AND FOR OTHER. PUKPOSES. (С, 
H. Reid. February lth, 1919. (139,277.) 

3.883. ELECTRIC AND GAS OVENS, STOVES, AND LIRE APCLIANCES. H. H. Berry. 
February 17th, 1919. (139,285.) 

4.472. Mono-POLAR ELECTRODE eLectROLYseRS. G. G. Hepburn. February 
22nd, 1919. (139,296.) 

5,736. ELECIRIC PRINTING TELEGRAMI MACIII NES. Western Electric Co. (Wes- 
tern Electric Co.). March 7th, 1919. (139,306.) 

16,024. Grips FOR IHE PLATES OF ELECTRIC STORAGE. BATTERIES. Van Raden 
& Co. and Н. C. Smith. June 25th, 1919. (139,388.) | 

20.506. ELECTRIC CoUPLINGs. E. H. Fuller & Ross, Courtney & Co. August 
20th. 1919. (139,416.) 8 

20, 885. ELECTRIC ALARM OK DOOR SECURITY DEVICES. K. Krone. August 25th, 
1919. (139,418.) 

24,214. SOUND-KEVRODUCERS FOR GRAMOPHONES AND TELEPHONES. Resonance, 
Ltd., R. A. Dibden and G. H. Glover. October 3rd, 1919. (139,431. 

24.738. ELECTRICAL APPARATUS FOR OPERATING RAILWAY SIGNALS. Soc. d'Elec- 
tricite Mors. October 4th, 1918. (133.703.) 
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Modern Lighting Methods in Small Houses. — That 
modern scientific methods of illumination are just as neces- 
sary and beneficial in the small house as they are in the 
largest interiors is an obvious truism to any lighting engineer. 
In many cases, however, the owners of ordinary suburban 
houses appear to be under the impression that the many 
new kinds of indirect and semi-indirect equipment, which 
have been developed during recent years, are for some reason 
not suitable for their small rooms. As а matter of fact, the 
very opposite of this is true, because it is in small rootue 
with comparatively low ceilings that the glare and bad dis 
tribution from bare or improperly shaded lamps is most 
pronounced, since it is impossible in such situations to place 
the lamps outside the normal range of vision, and equally 
inpossible, as & rule, for several occupants to arrange thein- 
eelves so that each secures & good reading light, free from 
shadows. The illuminating engineering department of the 
British Thomeon-Houston Co., l.td., points out that an elec- 
trical contractor who cares to carry out а simple demonstra- 
tion should have no difficulty in convincing the average house- 
holder of the advantages of indirect and semi-indirect lighting 
for the illumination of small and moderate-sized living rooms, 
For example, in a sitti.z room lighted by a central arin fitting 
equipped with, вау, three a¢ watt lamps in ordinary orna- 
mental glass shades, the contra.for could substitute tem- 
porarily, for demonstration purposes, & small semi-indirect 
fitting with a Veluria or Druid white glass bowl containing a 
single 60- or 100-watt Mazda half-watt lamp. | 

It will at once be apparent that, even with this reduced 
wattage, the lighting results are vastly impraved. The in- 
tensitv of illumination will be a great deal mare uniform, 
the diffusion will be infinitely better, and it wu! be found 
possible to read comfortably in any part of the тоот, and 
in any position relative to the light source. Tn addition, there 
will be no glare, because the brilliant lamp is comvletely 
screened by the diffusing bowl of the fittings. — Totaily in- 
direct lighting on the B.P.H. “ Eye-rest’’ system is also 
admirably suited to the illumination. of small living rooms. 
and the characteristics of good diffusion and absence of are 
are even more pronounced than with semiindirect lighting. 
An Everest“ fitting can be temporarily rigged up in & 
very short time, and the illumination results are bound to 
make a strong impression upon anyone who has not previous! Y 
bad experience of this method of lighting: 

Such a demonstration as this could be carried. out very 
quickly. The substitution of one fitting for another should 
not take more than 10 minutes or eo. and in all likelibood the 
contractor will not be asked to put the old fitting back. 
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LONDON TRANSPORT. 


THaT the problem of passenger transport in the Metro- 
politan area, which now contains nearly eight million sonis; 
is one of extraordinary complexity and difficulty. is a matter 
of common knowledge. It is not, however, unique ; the 
population of Greater New York is practically identical 
with that of Greater London— bnt after these two there is a 
sudden drop to about three millions in Paris and Chicago. 
Ia all such vast aggregations of humanity there are great 
tides of passenger traffic, which have to be provided for by 
the public transportation Byetems—railways, tramways, and 
omnibuses—and the task of obtaining. in the words of 'the 
Advisory Committee on London Traffic, “a just and true 
perception of the proper functions of each form of transit. in 
order that wasteful competition may be avoided, and each 
used to its highest efficiency," is a difficult and anxious 
question. | 

In view of these considérati ns, it was with interested 
anticipation that we took up a paper on the “Street 
Passenger Transport of London," which was read before the 
Royal Society of Aites, on March 17th, by Mr. W. Worby 
Beaumont, who his for mauy years made a study of 
passeuger vehicler, and might be expected to make a 
valuable contribution t» the literature of the subject. • But 
alus !— although the author opened with a reference to the 
* partisan element which enters into discussions, writings, 
and conclusions” on systems of transport, and addressed 
himself to a discussion of the arguments that, are most 
commonly the cause of the fissiparous misdirection cf public 
opinion," our hope of a judicial pronouncement was not 
realised. After giving figures showing the magnitude of 
the problem, and outlining the propositions of the London 
County Council fur the extension of its tramways, Mr. 
Beaumont plunges into the controversy between the 
advocates of tramways and omnibuses, and reveals himself 
ав an out-and-out partisan of the latter party. Ignoring 
some of the most important considerations involved in the 
question at issue, le can вее no point in favour of the tram- 
car, while he eulogises the omnibus ad nauseam. 

That the omnibus is not only a useful, but an indis- 
pensable factor in passenger traffic, we fully agree; we care 
not whether the tramcar or the omnibus survives, provided 
that it is the survival of the fitter. In point of fact, how- 
ever, we do not believe that the continued existence of either 
is at Stake—the tramcar is no less indispensable than the 
omnibus, and each has its proper functions to fulfil. Ag 
to the nature of those functions, we seek a ^ just and true 
perception," which is not likely to be gained by the 
uniustructed reader of Mr. Beaumont’s paper. | 

Jo put the matter briefly, we loox upon the motor-'bus 
as а luxury—the tramcar us a necessity. Luxuries have 
to be paid for at suitable prices, and all the arguments in 
the world will not dispose of the fact that the omnibus 
caunot compete with the tramcar on a commercial basis. 
In our issue of November 14th, 1919, we quoted Mr. 
Fearnley's figures, which showed that in Sheffield the total 
costs per passenger were 2°76 times as great with the 
omnibus as with the tramcar, and the average fares charged 
were in the ratio 2'8 to 1. In London the buses running 
on tramway routes are compelled to charge the same fares 
as on the cars; elsewhere they are more costly per mile. 
If the London tramways were not weighed down with 
enormous capital charges due to the adoption of the conduit 
system, the comparison would tell still more in their favour, 
while if they were relieved of the burdens of cheap fares for 
workmen, maintenance of the pavement ‘that they do not 
wear, the cost of street improvemente, and heavy rating, and 
if the omnibuses had to pay for the use of the roads as part. 
of their legitimate working costa, tha ’brses мені not afford 
to run on arama routes at alli * 
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Even under the existing conditions, what are the financial 
resulta’ It was unfortunate for Mr. Beaumont that his 
paper was read at atime when the London motor ’buses 
were emitting a bitter cry for help through the medium of 
the underground railway companies. With a capital of 
3} millions sterling, the London (reneral Omnibus Co. last 
year made a net loss of over £200,000, without allowing a 
penny for interest on debenture and ordinary stock. The 
estimated result of working in any future year, is no less 
than a “loss of £1,011,195 before providing for any interest 
on debenture and ordinary capital" (report of the Advisory 
Committee on London Traffic). Against these results, what 
showing will be made by the L.C.C. tramways? From the 
same source we find that for the year just ended the 
estimated deficit is £136,907, after paying interest and 
sinking fund charges on capital (8) millions sterling), and 
for the year now current, £579,381. If the L.C.C. did not 
pay the capital charges, it would show a considerable 
surplus next year, contrasted with the loss of a million 
on the omnibuses. 

Of course, steps are urgently needed, and are being taken 
by Parliament, to enable the tramway undertakings to be 
replaced on a sound financial basis by increasing fares to 
correspond with the present-day value of money ; and one 
effect of that will be to enable the omnibuses on com- 
petitive routes to raise their fares also —but the relative 
positions of the two will not thereby be altered, and the fact, 
as we stated above, remains that the omnibuses, though not 
handicapped like the tramways, cost far more per passenger 
to run. Their proper function, therefore, is to ply on 
routes where there are no tramways, and where they can be 
made self-supporting bv charging high fares. 

To return to Mr. Beaumont’s paper, he cites the fuct 
that, with fewer seats, the bus carries more passengers per 
seat than the tramcar, as a proof of preference for the 'bus 
on the part of the public; but this ignores the fact that the 
*buses can run at will through the busiest streets in the 
City and West End, and between’ North and South, skim- 
ming the cream of the traffic, where no tramcar has been 
permitted to ply. With charming artlessness, Mr. Beaumont 
claims for the bus that it has played a great part in“ fitting 
the roads of London to the requirements of the vehicles they 
are to carry " ; although it can run оп any road . . . 
good roads suit it and its passengers better. This fact 
encourages the making and maintenance of good roads 
—at whose erpense? As usual, the public pays. 
Again, he alleges that “repairs to the tramway track are 
the constant cause of breaking up the road surface" ; we 
do not agree—but we know only too well what the bus 
does to the road surface in the suburbs. His gibe at the 
L. C. C. tramway system's incapability to meet its own 
trading coste—when the ‘buses have to be subsidised by the 
railways to the tune of half a million, and have to face a 
deficit of more than twice as much in the future—-savours 
of effrontery. The latter part of his paper is given up 
entirely to virulent abuse of the tramcar and the tramway, 
and he arrives at the conclusion that the number of omni- 
buses should be increased, the tramcars and rails sold, and 
the London traders should be invited to show their grati- 
tude for the change by paying the difference between the 
receipts for the sale and the cost of reinstatement of the 
roadways and the redemption of outstanding capital! 
Really, we cannot help laughing ! 


As we have pointed out, in addition to 
its main features, the Electricity (Supply) 
Act contains many minor provisions which are of great 
importance to the industry. Not least of these is the 
clause (No. 23) which confers upon every local authority 
which is engaged in the supply of electricity the power to 
provide, let for hire, connect, repair, maintain and remove 
‘electric lines, fittings, apparatus and appliances for 
lighting, heating and motive power, and for all other 
purposes for which electricity can or may be used.“ 
Moreover, the undertaking is safeguarded against the losa 
of such plant on hire on consumers’ premises by distraint, 
bankruptcy, &c. | 


Hiring Powers. 


We doubt whether it is generally realised by municipal 
supply authorities how wide are the powers with which 
they are thus endowed. So long as they do not manu- 
facture or sell such apparatus (unless already authorised to 
do so), they have a free hand. They have long striven to 
secure these rights; we hope that, now that they have 
them, they will not fail to use them freely—and that in 
doing 80, they will act in hearty co-operation with the con- 
tractor, who 18 their best friend, and ought to be enlisted as 
an ally in the good cause. ) 


THE thing which debars many electric 
supply undertakings from circularising 
widely is the cost of distribution. They 
do not begrudge a halfpenny or a penny for the cost of the 
circular, but when every circular costs a halfpenny to 
deliver, some undertakings jib at the expense. For the 
moment we are not criticising this point. But there are 
occasions when the distribution can be done free. First, 
with the usual correspondence with consumers ; secondly, 
and this is a way of reaching every consumer, with the 
quarterly accounts. In a week or so, electricity undertakings 
will be sending out the March quarter accounts. Daring 
the war, of course, circularising was compulsorily stopped, 
and a habit sometimes persists when the original stimulus, 
or cause, ceases. Butit is to be hoped, for the success of the 
industry as a whole, that this will not be the case on the ques- 
tion of renewing circularising. The present March quarter 
affords a particularly good opportunity for action in this 
direction, since the rebate to consumers will appear on these 
accounts. True, it will be small; but however small it is, 
there will be a refreshing impression given to the consumer. 
After an almost monotonous succession of increases a cessa- 
tion is a relief, and a slip backwards in cost is certaiuly a 
pleasure. So there is not likely to be a better moment to 
suggest to a consumer the additional uses of electricity, 
and with the housemaid trouble as bad as ever, every 
household economy of labour is likely to be welcomed. We 
hear that electric washing machines at about £25 each are 
having a wide sale, во small apparatus ought to go well. 
Our friends, the Electrical Development Association, as we 
hardly need remind the undertakings, cater for all needs in 
the way of providing circulars; but whether use is made 
of these, or whether the undertakings print their own, the 
opportunity thus afforded by the sending out of quarterly 
accounts ought to be made the most of. : 


Circularising and 
Propaganda. 


A DECIDEDLY unfavourable statement 
was placed before the shareholders by 
Herr von Gwinner at the recent annual 
meeting of the Electric Light and Power Investment Co., of 
Berlin. It was possible for quite a number of years prior 
to the war for capital to be raised in Switzerland on lower 
terms than in Germany ; and companies having international 
interests occasionally had recourse to the Swiss money 
market, partly on account of these interests and partly for 
reasons of economy. The Electric Light and Power Invest- 
ment Со. represents a case in point. In 107 the company 
raised a loan of 10,000,000 fr. in Switzerland, bearing 
interest at the rate of 44 per cent., payable in Swiss francs, 
and redeemable in 1927. The company’s total revenue in 
1918-19 amounted to 8,600,000 marks, but owing to the 
depreciation of the mark in exchange with Switzerland, a 
sum of from 8,000,000 to 10,000,000 marks per annum is 
needed for meeting the interest charges on the Swiss loan, 
whilst an amount of 140 millions of marks would be 
required to redeem the loan at the present rate of exchange, 
or 44 times the total ordinary share capital. It is quite 
impossible for the company to meet these obligations, and 
the managers have been instructed to enter into negotiations 
with the Swiss bondholders, so as to determine what steps 
are to be taken in the matter. If a practical way out of 
the difliculty is not forthcoming, Herr von Gwinner states, 
it will be necessary again to call the sharebolders 
together in the near future, and perhaps utter the ominous 
word (bankruptcy). 


A German Loan 
in Switzerland. 
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THE MANUFACTURE OF VACUUM CLEANERS AND ELECTRIC DRILLS. 


A VISIT TO THE WoRKS OF Messrs. ScHOoLEY & Co., LTD. 


ALTHOUGH the “ vacuum cleaner” is one of the most 
popular electric helps in British households, it has hitherto 
been manufactured mainly in the United States ; obviously 
that is a highly undesirable condition, particularly ata 
time when the reduction of imports from America, and the 
increase of our exporte, urgently call for encouragement, in 
order to redress the adverse balance of trade. We had 


Simultaneously the firm has undertaken the manufacture 
of portable electric drills on original lines, a type of 
apparatus which bas much in common with the suction 
cleaner, and which calls for a very high grade of workman- 
ship, further accentuating the necessity of using close 
limits. 

In both devices the motor is the crux of the design; it 
must be absolutely reliable and fool-proof, as it will receive 


much pleasure, therefore, in visiting Messrs. Scholey & Co.'s 
works at Croydon last month, where the firm bas embarked 
on the production of suction cleaners of wholly British 
make—the only exception to this claim being the switch. 


Fig. 1.—MACHINE SHOP. 


The machine is of the well-known Premier type, which 
the company has sold for many years, and of which 
enormous numbers are made in the States; it comprises 
some 200 component parts, and in order to manufacture it 
on commercially competitive lines a high degree of 
organisation has been necessary. Moreover, in view of the 


Fig. 3— ARMATURE WINDING SHOP. 


- 


difficulty experienced by the firm in obtuining small parts 
elsewhere, almost every individual piece has to be manu- 
factured on the spot, and this has necessitated the provision 
of a number of special tools and jigs, many of which are 
of exceptional interest. The components are manufactured 
to gauge within extremely fine limits, so that the parts can 
be passed into store in large quantities, and, being com- 


pletely interchangeable, can be assembled without further 
Operation, 
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Fic. 2.—STAMPING MACHINES. 


no more attention than can be expected at the unskilled 
hands of the domestic and industrial user. The output is 
very small—one-tenth or one-twentieth of a horse-power—. 
and the motor must be designed to run equally well on P. c. 
and А.С. circuits, at pressures up to 250 volts; consequently 


Fic. 4.—TEsTING PREMIER SUCTION CLEANERS. 


the design of the motor presents some very interesting 
technical problems. and the manufacturing processes must 
be no less carefully worked out. Portability and price 
considerations both call for a high speed, which also reduces 
the number of turns on the armature, and allows of the 
use of stronger wire; a normal speed of about 10,000 R. P. . 
has therefore been adopted, although even with a two-pole 
field magnet. this means a frequency of magnetic reversals 
in the armature core as high as 167 per second, necessitating 
very careful lamination and the use of the best material. 
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In order to run on both D.c. and А.С. circuits at the same 
voltage and output, the field magnets have to be series 
wound, and this again offers the advantage of few turns 
and thick wire. The variation of speed with load is 
immaterial, as the light-load speed of a drill seldom exceeds 
the full-load speed by more than 50 per cent., and in the 
case of electric drills the fall in speed with increased load is 
a distinct advantage and safeguard. Further, the resistance 
and inductance of the series field-winding help to limit the 
maximum short-circuit or standstill current to two or three 
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Fic. 5.—STORE FOR FINISHED PARTS. 


times the normal current, and as this can be safely carried 
for several minutes, no special cut-outs or fuses are needed 
to protect the motors. In the case of the cleaner the load 
is practically constant. 

The commutation problem would naturally be expected 
to offer some difficulties at such a high speed, and with 
alternating current at 250 volts and any frequency up to 
100 cycles per second; however, after a good deal of 
experimenting, the firm has evolved a satisfactory commu- 
tutor, which closely resembles that used on a large motor, 
and, with high-grade carbon brushes, gives satisfactory 
resulte even under the severe conditions mentioned above. 

At so high a speed the mechanical balancing of the rotor 
is also very important ; any slight want of balance at once 


Fic. 7.—No. 0 "KuTMORE `“ DRILL. 


leads to trouble with the commutator and bearings, and 


causes noisy running. To provide for this, the armature 


core is carefully balanced, as well as the fans, &c., that are 
attached to the armature, and a specially-divided winding 
is used, which avoids bunching of the end windings. 

The three machines chiefly turned out by Messrs. Scholey 
and Co. at present are : — 

No. 1 vacuum cleaner, absorbing 160 watts and develop- 
ing about 1/10 B. H. P. 
with the bag removed and the outlet closed, is about 10 in. 
water gauge, and the weight complete with base, handle, 
and flexible is 114 Ib. (fig. 8). 

No. 0 drill, absorbing 100-120 watts and developing 
h5ont, 1/15 n.n. P.: weight complete, B Ib. (fig. 7), 

No. 1 drill, absorbing 160 watts und developing about 
1/10 v. H. p. 1 weight completa with "раси, flexible, and 
mwiteh, 9 lb. (Ap: (n, AA 


The pressure produced at the outlet, 


The base of the cleaner is an aluminium casting embody- 
ing the suction nozzle, fan chamber, and exhaust pipe ; a 
suction fan on the armature spindle sucks the air through 


the nozzle into the fan chamber, and exhausts into a stout 


dust-proof drill bag through the exhaust pipe. The motor 
is controlled by means of a rotary switch contained in the 
handle. The cleaner is carried on three castors, two at the 
front and an adjustable one at the rear. The base castings 
are machined on all working and locating faces, and all holes 
in the castings are jigged. The motor cuse consists of two 


Fig. 6.—ASSEMBLING " KUTMORE" DRILLS. · 


aluminium castings, the body being bored to accommodate 
the field magnet, cover. and bottom bearing, and turned to 
fit its housing in the cleaner base, while the cover is turned 
to fit the body, and bored for the bearing and brush-holders ; 
the cover is secured to the body by means of two acrews, and 
after assembly the bearings are finish reamed to ensure 


Fig. 8— PREMIER" SUCTION CLEANER. 


perfect alinement. The brushes are well insulated with fibre 
bushes and caps. The motor is secured in the base by means 
of two grub screws at an angle, making an air-tight joint. 
The armatures are built up of laminations of beat electrical 
sheet-tztee! mounted on a spindle which is hardened and 
ground | after assembly the armature is finished on the 
periphery hy mrinding: thue ensuring „o far ea poralble 
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perfect balance. The commutators are assembled whilst 
hot, which practically eliminates any possibility of segmenta 
working loose, should the machine become heated after a 
prolonged run. 

The field magnet is built up from laminations which are 
made of the best electrical sheet-steel, secured together by 
means of four rivets and held in position in the motor case 
by means of two screws. The armature spindle runs in 
phosphor-bronze bearings lubricated by contact with felt 
pads saturated with oil—seized bearings in these motors are 


Fig. 9.—No. 1 Dni. 


said to be practically unknown. All components are subject 
to a rigid inspection and test. 

In drill No. 0 the body cover and gear case are made 
from aluminium castings of a special mixture embodying 
extreme lightness with the maximum strength: all working 
faces, and locating faces, are machined and are inter- 
changeable. 

The chuck spindle is geared down to 3,000 R. P. u. 
by means of a 2 to 1 reduction gear, the pinion driving a 
gear fixed to the chuck spindle, both of which are machine 
cut, case-hardened, and ground in gear, ensuring perfectly 


smooth running. All are contained in the gear case, which 
is packed with thick grease ensuring ample lubrication. 
The spindle fits into a tepered hole in the pinion, and is 
held in position by a nut, an absolutely positive drive being 
guaranteed by a feather. 

All holes are jigged, and bearings are finish reamed in 
position. The end thrust on the chuck spindle is taken on 
a ball bearing ; wear is taken up by means of a thrust collar 
and screwed cap at the front end of the spindle, the cap 
being secured by a locking nut, which is tightened up after 
adjustment, 

The machine is fitted with a Goodell Pratt chuck, and 
will drill j-in. diameter holes in steel, 1% -in. diameter 
holes in brass, and }-in. diameter holes in hard wood. 

No. 1 drill is double geared ; the chuck spindle runs at 
2,850 R.P.M. high speed, light, 1,700 B. P. M. high speed on 
load, 820 R. P. x. low speed, light, and 490 R. P. M. low speed 
on load ; the changes in speed are provided for by means 
of reducing gears of 3:5 high, and 12:2 low, from the 
armature spindle running at 10,000 R. f. u. light and 
6,000 R. P. M. under load. The chuck is of the Goodell 
Pratt pattern, taking drills up to 3 in., and the machines 
will drill holes in brass up to g-in. diameter and in steel up 
to | in. The machine is controlled by a switch contained 
in the handle, this being secured to the gear case by means 
of two stout steel plates } in. thick, held in position by 
means of four l-in. countersunk head screws. The switch 
is controlled quite easily by two buttons which are in close 
proximity to the operator's thumb or index finger. 

All electrical connections are well insulated, and pro- 
vision is made for earth connections from the frame of the 
machine. 

In conclusion, we may mention that a specially commend- 
able feature of the company's organisation is the attention 
given to the comfort and well-being of tbe employés. 
Mr. Scholey, as one of tbe founders of the Industrial 
League, whose aim is to promote harmony between 
employer and employed, has naturally not failed to 
strive for this end in his company’s own works, and we 
understand that the efforts which he and his partner, Mr. 
C. W. Hill, have put forward have been entirely successfal. 
To command success, one must first, we are told, deserve 
it ; Messrs. Scholey & Co. have set about it in the right way, 
and we wish them all the success that they would wish 
themselves. 


— — — — — — — 


CAPITALISTS ALL! 


R. TAUNTON. 


By H. 


Reconstruction ! O blessed word! 

With what crippled resources are left to us, we are 
setting out to remodel the world—-and incidentally to 
regain our pre-war pre-eminence in the world's mar- 
kets. We are all, in theory, co-operating to this end; 
our hearts swelling with ideals, our mouths big with 
quotations from the text-books of political economy. 
In practice-—in practice the employers are profiteering, 
the employed are slacink, and the Government is 
governing—too much! 

We have all been hard at it, for 15 months—recon- 
structing; and we have arrived at nothing more tan- 
gible than a complicated triangular quarrel, in which 
each blaines the other two. Leaving the Government 
out of it—would that we could!—the quarrel between 
Capital and Labour has developed to a pitch at which 
collaboration between them for any common end seems 
hopeless. Each has its own theory of the lines on which 
reconstruction should go; and, of course, that theory 
is fundamentally unacceptable to the other. 

The trouble with all their theories is that they are 
based on class selfishness. To the capitalist, reconstruc- 
tion means more profits; to the workman it means higher 
wages; and each thinks the other's advantage incom- 
patible with his own. Between the two the country's 
advantage, the common weal, is altogether lost sight of. 


But national prosperity, increased profits and higher 
Waves are not incompatible. The first, the one 
essential, is to fuse the opposing interests of employer 
and employed. If, for instance, we were all capitalists, 
or if we were all workers, our interests would be identi- 
cal. With nothing to quarrel about, we should have 
nothing to do but inaugurate the Golden Age. We have 
to meet on common ground before we can set out to- 
gether on the path to national prosperity. And that 
common ground lies much further from the capitalist 
than from the labour man. It is the capitalist, there- 
fore, who must make the first step towards it. 

A few steps have been taken by individual capitalists. 
Little, timid, faltering steps; social clubs, model vil-, 
lages, bonuses, and profit-sharing schemes. Half- 
hearted, grudging experiments, eyed askance by Labour. 
They leave the employer still so far from the common 
ground that the emploved has not thought it worth 
while to make a move towards it. 

These are very pretty notions," says he, but 1 
suspect I'll pay for 'em in the long run."' 

You offer a man paid by the hour a bonus for com- 
pleting a certain job in a stated time; say, a day's 
extra pay. He smiles; quietly goes on ‘‘ soldiering,"' 
and draws an extra week’s money for the same amount 
of work. | 
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The inducement is too small. You expect too much 
quid for your quo. In short, you must make up your 
mind really to give something—something big, and 
without obvious return; to take many long, decided 
steps to that common ground aforesaid. 

Oh, yes!" says Labour. National reconstruc- 
tion. Co-operation. You talk, and you talk . . . and 
then you roll off in your car to Park Lane, and I battle 
for the ‘bus to Battersea. United efforts— mutual bene- 
fits. Soft thing for you; but what price ше?” 

Of course, he’s a narrow-minded materialist, en- 
viously blind to the idealism of your altruistic schemes 
of reconstruction. But having been foolish enough to 
educate him, you can hardly be surprised that he has 
learned to think. He expresses himself crudely, maybe; 
but his thoughts are the obvious ones, and his phrases 
to the point. Be candid, capitalist. Ask yourself: 
How can I expect from my co-worker enthusiastic sup- 
port of any campaign of national reconstruction which 
gives me pounds and him pence; or expect his grateful 
admiration of paltry profit-sharing schemes the in- 


variable basis of which is that his share of my profits. 


shall be strictly and narrowly limited? 

The fallacy—the key to the whole problem—lies in 
those words my profits which came so naturally, so 
instinctively, to your mind. If, now, you could only 
bring yourself to the realisation that they are also his 
profits, that he is a shareholder in your concern, ‘п 
short, a capitalist like yourself, how immensely it would 
clarify the issue! 

(In parenthesis, this is not, as you may perhaps be 
inclined to dub it, an essay in cheap socialism, but a 
logical attempt to argue from fundamentals to a work- 
able scheme of co-operation between the apparently 
opposed interests of Capital and Labour. If some cf 
the arguments savour of the Bolshevik, it is because the 
few solid truths on which are based the futile dreams 
of so-called socialism are fundamental to the present 
problem.) | 

We have arrived, then, at the point of considering 
the claim of the employé to be called a capitalist. 

The usual idea of a capitalist is a person whose 
capital consists of cash, or assets easily and quickly 
convertible into cash. This capital he has acquired by 
thrift, by trading, by speculation, or by inheritance 
from others who have acquired it in the same way. 
By whatever fair means he has come by it, we are 
agreed (bar our Bolshevik friend, from whom we here 
part company) that he is fully entitled to do what he 
will with it—squander it, spend it, invest it. If he 
elects to do the last, he becomes the Capitalist, with a 
capital C, who figures so largely in the Labour Mern- 
ber's speeches. 

He may invest this capital of his in a business which 
he himself .controls, or in a company controlled by 
others. 
either capacity he expects a return for his capital. 
But he will wait a very long time for it, unless he him- 
self introduces, or pays others to introduce, other forms 
of capital.. Money alone will not beget money. It is 
like muck, they say, no use unless it be spread. Like 
muck, too, which won't produce flowers without the 
aid of soil, sun, and rain, it needs the help of brain and 
muscle to produce that tender flower, a dividend. 

There, then, are the other forms of capital essential 
to the development of any business: brains and muscles. 
Take the case of a professional man, sav a doctor. His 
material assets may be practically nil, and if he can 
do nothing better than contemplate his bank balance, 
he will speedily find himself in the workhouse. But by 
making use of his other forms of capital—his specialised 
training, his medical knowledge, his surgeon's skill— 
he makes a living, and presently tinds himself in Harley 
Street. The capital on which he earns his dividend is 
not his material capital, but his physical and mental 
capital. 

Take, at the other extreme, a score of ignorant multi- 
millionaires, who pool their fortunes, and buy mam- 
moth works and palatial offices, equipped with valuable 


when he first introduced it. 


He is either employer or shareholder; and in 


stock and expensive machinery, marble staircases, and 
complicated card-index systems. They then retire to 
smoke Coronas in a mahogany-panelled board room, and 
await results. Nil! ‘They have overlooked the neces- 
sity of introducing other forms of capital; forgotten 
to engage managers, foremen, clerks, and workmen, 
who posses those other forms of capital. 

Thus, logically considered, material assets, although 
they have arrogated to themselves the sole title of 
capital, are really the lowest form of capital; for alone 
they cannot earn a dividend, whereas brains and 
muscles, the higher forms, can, and commonly do, earn 
a dividend without the aid of money. Naturally, 
however, the best results are obtuined by the combination 
of all forins of capital—brains and muscles, and mate- 
rial assets; as in the case of all trading and manufac- 
turing concerns. 

Let us consider the case of an ordinary limited com- 
pany, a firm, say, of dynamo munufacturers. The 
capital—the material assets that figure in the balance 
sheet—has been put up by a number of shareholders, 
who hold, some ordinary, others preference shares. At 
the end of the trading vear they receive dividends pro- 
portionate to their holdings. They sav as they hand 
the cheque across the breakfast table to their admiring 
wives, ‘‘ See what my capital has earned me!’’ What 
is more, they believe it—implicitly. If they consider 
the matter at all, they think that by some mysterious 
process of spontaneous generation their big cheque has 
turned itself over in its sleep, and become the father 
of a promising family of little cheques. And they let 
it go at that. 

But, of course, they are quite wrong. What has 
earned them their dividend is not their capital, which 
has been little more than a convenient tool, but the other 
and higher forms of capital used in the concern, in 
the shape of the character, business acumen, and powers 
of organisation of the managing directors, and to a 
less degree of the other directors, the training and ex- 
perience of the managers and foremen, the technical 
accomplishments of the draughtsmen, the accuracy of 
the clerical staff, and the highlv specialised skill or 
sheer physique of the workmen. These form the true 
capital which has earned the shareholder his dividend. 

And the more this capital is developed, and the more 
valuable it becomes, the greater the dividend it earns. 
For whom? Not for the real owners of it, but for the 
shareholder, whose own capital remains the same as 
It 1nay have acquired an 
increased nominal value on the Stock Exchange, but it 
is a fictitious one—a parading of borrowed plumes. 

There lies the crux of the whole problem. On the 
one hand you have the men of money, on the other the 
men of brains and muscle. Each contributes capital 
to the business. It flourishes and develops. In this 
development the brain and muscle are active agents, the 
money a passive tool. But the increased value of the 
business benefits the contributors of one kind of capital 
only: the stationary capital, the money. The others— 
they get their fixed pav. In other words, the possible 
earnings of the lower form of capital are almost un- 
limited ; those of the higher forin, definitely limited. 

There will be no solution of the present economic 
problem ; there will be no co-operation in reconstruc- 
tion; until it is recognised that every member of a 
firm, shareholders and employés, are contributors in 
different degrees and kinds to the working capital, and 
as such should be given equal opportunities, in propor- 
tion to their respective contributions, of sharing, with- 
out limit, in the development of the firm. 


(To be continued.) 


— —— —— шшш —— ——— — 


Egyptian State Railways.— II. M. Commercial Agent for 
Egypt has been informed on good authority that it is calculated 
that during the next five years the Evyptian State Railways will 
require about £2,000.000 for permanent-way renewals and minor 
bridges. £3,000.000 for engines and rolling stock, £1,500,000 for 
larger bridges. £500,000 for telegraphs and telephones, : 8 well as 
a lditional sums for other improvements, | 


— ae 
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АЛ. ELECTRIC RESISTANCE WELDING. 


Tue subject of electric welding is one which was very much 
to the fore during the war, and many and valuable were 
the discoveries and improvements made. One of the mont 
promising was the extension of resistance welding, and 
in connection with this method we were privileged last week 
to inspect at the works of the A.I. Manufacturing Co., of 
Bradford, & most instructive demonstration of the capabilities 
of some of the welding appliances made by this enterprising 
firm. 

The A.I. Co. is a descendant of the old firm of Armatage 
and Ibbetson, which during the war entered upon munition 
work, in course of which it had to make use of such welders 
as could then be obtained. 1his showed the utility and also 
the weaknesses of this kind ot plant, and since the annistice 
the firm has developed à very 1ull series of welders for spot, 
seam, and butt welding, as well as for the heating of rivets. 

The range now covers eight machines for spot work, deal- 
ing with metals up to ł in. in thickness or 1 in. added, 
as it is termed, seven machines for seam welding up to 
3/16 in. added," and thirteen machines for butt welding; 
these last will deal with anything between, say, the fila- 
ment of a tungsten lamp and a steel plate of 10 sq. in. 
. gection. 

We have, from time to time (Exec. Rev., March Alst, 
1919, p. 333), noted various apparatus for this duty, and 
whilst the different machines have their own special features 
the demonstration given by the A.i. Co. showed that its 
outfit wae fully capable of doing all that was claimed for 
it, and incidentally the claims are by no means few. 

Amongst those who had accepted invitations were repre- 
sentatives of the Admiralty, railway companies, shipbuilders, 
mechanical and electrical engineering firms, together with 
many of the leading manutacturers of hollow ware and 
similar articles. | 

‘The company’s works are well organised for its purpose, 
and are laid out for muss production of the main standards 
and frames of all machines. The various attachments for 
spot and seam welding, for example, have been seo designed 
that whilst a line of standard machines is built for a specified 
‘result, it is quite a simple matter to change over from one 
class of work to another. A feature to which special atten- 
tion has been paid is the design and fixing of the transformer. 
It is claimed that its efficiency is much higher than 
is usual for this class of machine and the tracing of the 
secondary conductor is certainly mechanically sound. The 
actual voltage of the secondary is, of course, quite low, but 
the amperage of the larger welders reaches a value of several 
thousands. A switch is provided for altering the transformer 
taps so as to control the required welding heat. All machines 
are very simple and easy to operate, so that quite unskilled 
labour can be emploved. Automatic trip switches are fitted 
so that when set repetition work can be turned out very 
rapidly with the full assurance that the work will not be 
unsound. The pressure necessary for upsetting on butt 
welding is obtained by springs which are adjustable to meet 
the full range of work of which the inachine is capable. 
The power taken varies from about З k.v.4. in the small sets 
to 80 EK. v. A. in the larger butt welders. 

At the works all classes of welders were shown in operation. 
Spot and seam machines were dealing with thin sheets, and 
the ease and speed with which a box or drum could be jointed 
up was very fully demonstrated. Spot welding can also be 
done with the spots so close together that, in effect, it be- 
comes a seam weld, and is particularly useful when the 
welding line or edge is irregular. Machines of this class are 
power driven—the top and movable arm making, as it were, 
many strokes or contacts per minute as the work deinands. 

The larger machines for both spot and butt welding were 
also in use—one interesting job being the welding of several 
Bteel tires for heavy motor vehicles. This was done by what 
is called a flash weld, i. e., the rough edges of the joint are 
gradually burnt away, until fusion takes place across the full 
width. To the visitor the process is somewhat spectacular— 
the welding being accompanied by a fine pyrotechnic display. 

Another machine dealt with the welding of steel rods, one 
test being the jointing of a piece of Vickers vanadium to a 
length of mild steel, the section of both being J in. by # in. 
A special portable machine for welding stator conductors in 
position was also on view. 

A large number of specimen welds was shown, ranging from 
the thinnest wire used in jewellery and platinum tips for 
bell contacts, up to large rods and plates. Special attention 
was directed to the welding of two metals hitherto found to 
have been difficult to deal with by this method, viz., soft steel 
to nickel, but samples of this work in counection with spark 
plugs and other articles were shown. 

A noticeable exhibit was some 19 in. by 3 in. steel plates, 
to which at one end were welded similar plates by the oxv- 
acetvlene process, whilst at the other end were plates spot 
welded bv the A.T. Co. These welds had been made in order 
that comparative tests of the two methods might be carried 


out, and the whole of the work is under the general super- 
vision of the Admiralty, which will make the actual tests. 

A rivet heating machine was also at work, and clearly de- 
monstrated the advantages of this method. The general ar- 
rangement of a 3-head rivet heater is shown in fig. 1. ‘The 
rivets are quickly heated, and it was interesting to observe 
that when the end to be upset was at the proper tempera- 
ture the head already formed was much cooler. Heating 
by this means results in very clean rivets, and with the use of 
multiple head machines riveting becomes almost a continuous 
process. 

Data regarding the current consumption, &c., for welding 
are a8 under :— 

lor spot welding M.S. clean plate, the single metal thick- 
ness varies from No. 34 S. W. G. to d in.; added thickness froin 
0.0184 to 2 in.; number of welds per Kw.-hr. from 4,000 to 8; 
time of each weld from 0.95 to 15 seconds; and the diameter 
of the spot from 1/16 to è in. 

For butt welding M.S. clean bar, the section of the mate- 
rial varies from No. 24 to 2 in.; area of rod from 0.00038 to 3.14 
in.; number of welds per unit from 15,000 to 0.77; and the 
time per weld from 4 to 14 seconds. 

For seam welding M.S. clean plate the single metal 
thickness varies from 34 to 16 S. W. G.; added thickness from 


0.0184 to 0.198 in.; length of weld from 150 to 30 ft. per 
unit; and the speed of welding from 12 to 6 ft. per minute. 


Fia. 1.—GENERAL ARRANGEMENT OF THREE-HFAD Rivet ПЕАТЕН. 


Rivet heating data according to the tvpe of machine used 
are as follows :— 

The size of rivet varies from 5/16 by 1 in. to 1 by 41 in.; 
output per hour on 3-head machine from 2,000 to 100; and 
the number of rivets heated per unit from 200 to 31. 

For drawing and forming work on certain inaterials the 
dies should be heated, and a convenient method of doing во is 
by means of the application of electricity. Whenever & heat- 
ing appliance of this nature is required the firm can supply 
the heating device separatelv, if desired, or ready fixed 
to the machine when ordered. 

After the demonstration dinner was served in the com- 
pany's well-appointed canteen, at which the genial works 
manager, Mr. R. F. Woodburn, presided. During the course 
of his few remarks, Mr. Woodburn spoke of the enthusiasm 
which permeated the whole of the staff, who, one and all, 
believed thev were engaged in the manufacture of ап article 
which would appreciably assist in improving and extending 
the trade of the kingdom. 

The thanks of the visitors were suitably expressed by Mr. 
Piercey, of Newcastle, seconded by Mr. J. Wright, of the 
Bradford Corporation Electricity Department. 

In conclusion, we wish to express our thanks to Mr. Wood- 
burn and also to Mr. J. W. Poole and Mr. H. Hast wood 
for much assistance in the preparation of this article. 
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ASSESSMENT OF ELECTRIC MOTORS. 


GLascow Valuation Appeal Committee has sustained by a 
luajority а case selected for determining where power motors 
in use in factories and shops should be subject to local aesess- 
ment. The assessor proposed to include motors under the 
provisions of section 1 of the 1902 Act, which gives power to 
assess upon machinery for producing or transmitting first 
motive power." About 2,500 appeals were intimated, and 
it was decided to take one as a test case. 

Mr. MacRosert, K. C., who appeared for appellants, said 
the case simply amounted to a proposal to revolutionise assess- 
ment. The extraordinary position of the assessor was that 
when he went into a factory he said that a motor was a 
machine producing first motive power, but when he went 
into the power station he said the motors there were not 
machines producing first motive power—that the boiler and 
engine produced first motive power in that case. It came 
to this, that wherever the assessor found shops or factories 
purchasing electric current from the T.C. and bringing it into 
their works, and putting it through a motor, he regarded that 
motor as a machine for producing or transmitting first motive 
power. His (counsel's) contention was that first motive power 
could be derived only from natural forces water, coal, or air. 

Mr. Fraser, K.C., for the assessor, contended that the 
proposal was not new, and had already been decided in the 
Court of Session. 

Evidence was afterwards heard. Mr. R. B. Mitchell, chief 
engineer, Glasgow "T.C. electricity department, asked what 
he understood by “first motive power," said that in his 
opinion that {епп and“ prime mover "' were interchangeable. 
An electric motor could not be regarded as a prime mover. 
First motive power was power derived from one of the 
sources of energy in nature. "The boiler and engines in the 
T.C. electricity station used for producing or transmitting 
first motive power were already assessed. If there was an 
assessment put upon these motors that would be double 
taxation. Replying to Mr. Fraser, witness said that first 
motive power was in the generating station and stopped at 
the coupling on the shafting at the generating station. After 
that it became second or third power. Electrical energy en- 
tered the motor, passed through, and became mechanical 
energy. 

Mr. R. B. M'Corr, accountant, T.C. electricity department, 
said the principle upon which the power station was assessed 
was that they should be rated for boilers, steam pipes, engines, 
or turbines as first motive power. The principle of rating 
had been defined when the Act of 1902 came into operation. 

Prof. J. D. Cormack, Glasgow University, held that the 
words “first motive power " had no meaning for the en- 
gineer. The term used by engineers was ' prime mover.” 
In his opinion the words of the Act "first motive power“ 
Were meant to convey “ prime inover." Similar evidence 
was given by Prof. Magnus Maclean, Glasgow Technical 
College. 

In support of the assessor's case, Mr. Eekrokb, assistant 
assessor, Edinburgh, said that for the last ten vears. thev 
had entered in the valuation. roll in Edinburgh subjects 
similar to those which the Glasgow assessor now proposed to 
tax. No opposition had been offered. They assessed all 
motors in works and shops, down to small motors of 4 H.P. 

Mr. Simpson, assistant assessor, Leith, said that in Leith 
they had assessed power motors in works and shops for the 
first time last vear. They had thought of it earlier, but had 
been afraid to trv it. 

Mr. WALKER, ctv assessor, Glasgow, said his action. was 
based on all the Valuation Acts since 1854. 

The Court found for the appellants on the ground that 
the motors were not so fixed or attached as to make them 
heritage. 


City or Loxpon Eneetric Farid Co., LTD., v. 
Woob PAVEMENT Co., Lro. 


IN the King's Bench Division on March 24th, Mr. Justice 
Batlhache heard this action, brought to recover for damage 
done to the раш знат in St. Paul's Churchyard, London. 

Mr. O lHlaGaN, for the plaintiffs, said that the defendants, 
who were paving contractors, on Mareh dst, 1919. were re- 
paving or relaying the south side of St. Pauls Churchyard, 
Apparently they had removed the old. paving, which was 
laid Upon concrete, previous to laving new, and were engaged 
In the process of breaking up the concrete. One of the work- 
men drove either a pick or a wedge into the plaintiffs’ cable 
et this spot, causing it to fuse and putting it out of action. 
A representative. of. the defendants reported the matter to 
the plantis; and on one of their emploves going to. the 
Масе he found the cable was stripped for the space of about 
four feet. The defendant company, continued counsel, gave 
no notice to the plaintifs of their intention to work at the 
place, and did not inspect the map which the plaintiffs, under 
their statute, were bound to provide and show to persons 
concerned. to indicate the location of their mains. This map 
could be seen at the Guildhall, and was in charge of a re- 
presentetive of the Plaintif company there, 

Mr. BAHN Warb, R. C., for the defence, contended 


IMPROVED 


that there was no negligence on the part of the defendants, 
and that the main was so near to the concrete as to expose 
it to danger. 

His Lorpsuip found the plaintiffs had made out their case, 
and gave judgment for them for £62 lus., the amount claimed, 
with costs. 


CONTRAFLO CON DEN SEN & KIN ETI AIR Pump Co., LID., v. 
Hick, HakGREAves & Co., Lab. 


On March 25th judgment was delivered by Mr. Justice Eve 
in this action brought against defendants, of Bolton, manu- 
facturers of the Hick Breguet condenmng apparatus, for 
alleged infringement of the patent No. 23,140 of 1907, granted 
to Mr. D. B. Morison, of Richardsons, Westgarth & Co., Ltd., 
Hartlepool Engine Works, Hartlepool. This patent, which 
relates to improvements in or relating to apparatus for 
withdrawing condensed steam water, air, and vapour from 
steam condensers,” was amended in the year 1915. The 
plaintiffs claimed that the object of the patented invention 
was to remedy certain defects which they alleged to exist 
in the condensing apparatus patented by Sir Charles Parsons 
in 1902, and which they said chietly lay in the waste of the 
heat of the steam used in the steam jet invented by Sir 
Charles Parsons. We are inforined that the defendants con- 
tended, amongst other things, that the specification. of the 
Morison patent did not clearly define the monopoly purported 
to be protected, and was incapable of bearing the meaning 
which the plaintilfls sought to put upon it, and Mr. Justice 
Eve so decided, and dismissed the action with costs. In 
the course of his judginent, Mr. Justice Eve said that it had 
to be borne in mind that the language he was called upon 
to construe was the language of a inan (the patentee) 
thoroughly conversant with the stute of tiie art existing when 
he formed his specification, fuily cognisant of, and (if the 
construction claimed by the plaintiffs was the right one) quite 
alive to, the defects in the existing apparatus which the 
invention was designed to remedy, and competent to describe 
in plain and intelligible language the nature of that invention 
and the manner in which it was intended to effect the 
remedy. So approaching the specification, the first criticism 
which fixed itself on one's mind was the skill with which 
(if the construction of the specification claimed by the plain- 
tiffs was right) the inventor had obscured the real nature of 
his invention. In the opinion of the judge the essence of 
the invention had nothing to do with the conservation of 
heat, which he did not think had ever presented itself to the 
mind of the individual who framed the specification. Mr. 
Justice Eve also stated that, even if he could have adopted 
the plaintiffs’ construction of the specification, he thought 
it would have been very difficult to detect any substantial 
feature in the invention not already included in the patent 
of Sir Charles Parsons, and, moreover, that if the only pos- 
sible feature of difference from Sir Charles Parsons’s patent, 
which he (the judge) could detect had been held sufficient to 
support the Morison patent, it would not have availed the 
plaintiffs in this action, inasmuch as it was not reproduced 
in the defendants’ apparatus which was alleged to infringe. 

The trial of the action lasted for 12 daws at the end of 
November and beginning of December last year. Mr. H. A. 
Colefax, K. C., and Mr. James Whitehead appeared on behalf 
of the plaintiffs, and Mr. T. Terrell, K.C.. Mr. D. N. Kerly, 
K.C.. Mr. Hunter Grav, K.C., and Mr. Courtney Terrell on 
behalf of the defendants. 


British Тномхох-Носѕтох Co., LTD., v. Corona LAMP 


WORKS, LTD. 
[Judgment.] 


Mr. Justice Sarcast, in the Chancery Division, on March 
э, delivered his considered judgment in this action, alleg- 
ing infringement of plaintiffs’ patent for improvements in 
electric latups, the particular invention in question being the 
half-watt lamp. The trial of the action lasted several davs, 
and many well-known experts gave evidence on one side 
or the other. 

His Lordship said this was an action to restrain an alleged 
infringement of the plaintiffs’ letters patent of 1913. granted 
for improvements in incandescent electric lamps. The lamp 
in the case was the gas-filled lamp. popularly known as the 
half-watt lamp. and had a large and increasing sale in this 
country. The present action was, therefore, a most important 
one from the commercial as well as the legal and scientitic 
point of views Any Феу he had in expressing his judg- 
ment would be due to the complex nature of the subject 
that he had to deal with. Up to 1913 the incandescent lamp 
in general use was the tungsten vacuous Incandescent lamp; 
during the development of that lamp the whole tendency was 
to obtain a more perfect vacuum. A good many attenrpts 
were made to produce a good gas-filled incandescent lamp: 
none, however, of the attempts up to 1913 led to апу useful 
results, and no gas-filled lamp was then on the market. It 
was in these circumstances that the plaintiffs produced their 
invention. His Lordship proceeded to deal with the specitica- 
tion of the patent, and said the key-note of it was struck 
on the first pages of the specification, which described it as 
relating to a gas-filled lamp of higher ейсепеу than the 
best lamp on the market.” The specification went on to sav 
that it was possible to manufacture a tungsten or other 
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refractory-metal gas-filled lamp in which the loss of energy 
due to heat conduction and convection could be compensated 
if the gas employed was chemically inert and of relatively 
-high pressure, and the filament. was made of large diameter 
or cross-section or in a concentrated form. He took the view 
pressed upon him by the plaintiffs that the words ''con- 
centrated form meant a filament which though not origin- 
ally thick had been rendered thick for the purposes of the 
lamp by being closely coiled. "The half-watt lamp used in 
this country was a lamp constructed with a comparatively 
thin filament which had been coiled thick, gas-filled lamps 
with uncoiled filaments being commercially unknown here. 
There were all the usual defences, but ultimately they were 
reduced to three, viz., want of invention or subject matter, 
insufficiency, and non-infringement. Of these the third might 
be shortly disposed of. A case for infringement had been 
completely established on the evidence. He thought the dia- 
meter of the coil of the defendants’ lamp, 8.5 mils, was sub- 
stantially of the order of 10 mils, and the figure clearly in- 
dicated that it was a thick filament according to the plaintiffs’ 
specification; the defendants’ lamp therefore fell within the 
description: contained in the plaintiffs’ specification. On the 
question of subject matter, the defendants contended that 
all the elements of the problem were completely known before 
1913, and that the patentees had only applied this knowledge 
to the materials which had come into use, such as drawn 
tungsten filaments, and purely inert gases, and perhaps the 
bulbs were made of glass containing fewer impurities. 
regard to the prior specifications, his Lordship said it had 
to be remembered that up to the time of the plaintiffs’ patent 
the trend.had for many years been in the direction of a more 
and more perfect vacuum, and gas-tilled lamps were not 
commercially saleable. The utilisation of the new discovery 
to obtain high incandescence and high efficiency by what was 
at first blush a retrogressive step, was an inventive step of 
a high order of merit as well as of the greatest practical 
utility. He therefore did not think that the disclosures in 
the specifications mentioned deprived the plaintiffs’ patent of 
subject matter. Coming to the third and most important 
objection, viz., want of sufficiency, he said the objection turned 
on the use of the word "large." Ten mils was indicated as 
large diameter and was recognised as such, while on the 
other hand three mils seemed to be indicated as small dia- 
meter. As to the meaning of the word large he had come 
to the conclusion that the true view to take was that the 
word must not be regarded absolutely in relation to mere 
diameter, but meant sufficiently large to take advantage of the 
new discovery as to convection or conduction losses, and 
accordingly to produce such a combination that a much higher 
temperature and incandescence might be obtained with a 
commercial length of life. On this view: there was sufficient 
definition by the patentees of the ambit of their claim. But 
the method of giving effect to the discovery was one of degree, 
and the only change that was claimed was the change of de- 
gree of the thickness of the filament used. A degree of 
thickness that had to be ascertained not merely quantitatively 
but in relation to many other factors was a poor indication 
to the world at large of that which the patentees were claim- 
ing to monopolise. Apparently a lamp maker desirous of 
avoiding infringement must make elaborate experiments for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether his gas-filled lamp had 
such a degree of efficiency and length of life аз to fall within 
the patent: that was, he might be in danger of being chal- 
lenged by the patentees. The natentees micht have limited 
. their claim so as not to be subject to criticism of that kind 
and vet have secured a most valuable monopoly. The result 
would have been that while the patentees would have ac- 
quired for themselves the best of the ground definitely ascer- 
tained to be covered by the discovery, it would have been 
possible for others to make use of the principle of the dis- 
covery outside of that area. But the patenteea had not done 
that. Whatever their reason, it seemed to him that they 
had in effect claimed the sole right comprised in the principle 
and had sought to prevent any other competitors from avail- 
ine themselves to anv great extent of the principle, and had 
failed to define or limit the ambit of their claim, with the 
result that the patent was bad. The action would, therefore, 
be dismissed with costs. 

His Lordship granted a stay on the usual terms with a view 
to an appeal. 


Theatre Lighting.—The low c.r. half-watt lamp ha: 
110 i way into the theatre as elsewhere, but the high С.Р. lam 
hea „ difficulties for theatrical use owing to th. 
пра has a аршы laree'and well-ventilated fittings. Ar, 
twilight ve 1 been much used for the simulation of davlicht, 
а E ne moonlight effects on thestaee. The use of half-watt 
Maer „ horizontal fitt ing described in Elect ratechnik und 
АТАЙКЕ М г, А claimed to wreath y simplify the very complicated 
Ae l self-revulatiny arcs and rotatine ceolonr-diaka 
attendance ed P vresent. which required considerable skilled 
lamma, and of le horizontal fitting described takes 42 500-watt 
effects without Chen infinite number of adjustments and colou 
screws, being controlled Be i of automatically moving disks or: 
multiple resistance stepa — Tech a SE ; Provided wit h 
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delivery. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Power from Blast Furnace Gas. 


Referring to your issue of March 26th, and your report 
of the discussion held at the Institution of Electrical En- 
gineers on Mr. Fowles’s paper re ‘‘ Power from Blast Fur- 
nace Gas," I wish to point out that your report of my 
remarks was not quite accurate. | 

I stated that owing to the trouble experienced with dirty 
gas, my firm used an external combustion chamber having 
fixed air ports, and therefore the difficulties encountered with 
variations in the pressure of the gas could be readily under- 


8 
F. H. Preece. 


London, E.C. | 
March 29th, 1920. 


Conduit Supplies and Prices. 


Within the last month or two the electrical conduit situa- 
tion has became somewhat acute. . Not only have prices 
risen, but supply has suddenly become difficult or impossible. 
Even those contractors who had covered their requirements 
by ample forward orders at agreed prices are now: told that 
they cannot be supplied. Goods ordered for, say, January, 
and not yet to hand are still vaguely uncertain in respect of 
Meantime, the heads the dealers win, tails the 
contractors lose arrangement regarding prices accentuates 
the difficulty. The uncertainty regarding delivery i8 the 
worst trouhle. It looks as if the longer the dealer can 
manage to delay his deliveries the bigger price he can get 
for his goods, The contractor loses further by delay of 
work and idle time of men; so he sets out to buy anything 
at all for immediate use, even though i& may be sizes and 
types of conduit which cost him from two to five timea.the 
prices upon which he based his estimates. 

A further disadvantage is occasioned in that the installa- 
tions now being fitted become. patchwork affairs of all sizes 
and types of conduit. "o 

The contracting industrv is surely entitled to more de- 
tailed information as to the real and not merely ostensible 
causes of this state of affairs. 

If the explanation is that it pays better to send the conduit 
abroad, or if certain speculators have bought up all that 
is on the market, surely it is the dutv of those who make 
or deal in conduit to protect the contracting trade, upon 
whose business they rely and may have to rely in normal 
times. | 

The present condition of affairs lends itself to all sorts of 
favouritism and profiteering. Other electrical traders, cable 
makers, for example, have not so completely failed or be- 


traved their clients. 
Donald S. Munro, 
Edinburgh. и 
March 29th, 1920. 


Electricity Supply Service Costs. 


You, who do so much to advance the interests of the clec- 
trical world, will no doubt be interested in the, methods 
adopted to cultivate trade by the Nottingham Corporation. 

The enclosed account speaks volumes. We require in all 
something in the neighbourhood of 90 H. p.; we have to balance 
both power and licht on a 200 volt circuit, and we also need 
400 volts for special purposes. 

Tt will be seen that a charge is made for labour (44s. 44.) 
and for terminal boxes (159s. 1d.): the latter amount includes 
cable. &c. Each of the six terminal boxes“ is within 14 in. 
of the floor, and there is only the thickness of the wall to add, 
in other words, it would be impossible to nse less cable. 

Our local engineer has ideas of his own: he does not like 
to charge for the main fuse which protects his cables and 
his station, so he drops the title nf ' main fuse." and calls 
the things the ‘customers’ terminal boxes.“ and then charges 
at a price which must be satisfactory to the department. 
Incidentally the local price per unit for light is 8d.. and for 
power 21d. | 

Here in Nottingham we do all that is nossihle to induce 
would-he customers to do without electricity. For instance 
mv firm has removed from the very centre of the city to a 
new works situated nearly а mile from the electricity station: 
we are within forty ft. of a main road on which the tramcars 
run, nevertheless we have had to use every provision of the 
Act to compel the Corporation to lav down the necessary cable, 
and, will it be believed. this new cable is insufficient to 
supply a large factory just 120 varda fnrther down tha rand! 

The writer gathered the necessary six reauisitionera for 
supply, and in order to save loca of tine agreed himself to he 
responsible for the 20 per cent. consumption on outlay: three 
months has elapsed, but the Corporation has not vat had 
time to connect up апу of the other requisitioners, In addi- 
tion to the six requisitioners, quite a number of other shan: 
keepers are already “wired up” ready for connection, and 
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this lack of business principle is keeping several electrical 
contractors out of their money, for clients naturally refuse to 
pay for the wiring, &c., until the current is on. 

And the never-to-be-sufficiently-damned Local Government 
Board leaves us to stew in our own juice. At all events, the 
Board ought to step in and say: Those main fuses are for 
your own protection; they are under your control, and it is 
illegal for you to charge consumers for them. 

By the by, as I read the Act, such things as maximum 
demand meters, and other meters must be p on the 
undertaker's side of the consumer's terminals; that part of 
the Act ie totally ignored by our local big wige. 


H. W. Cox. 
Nottingham, 
March 81st, 1990. 


The Commercial Efficiency of Fuel. 


My attention has been drawn to Mr. Barfield's letter in 
your issue of March 19th, and more particularly to your edi- 
torial comment on this letter. 

Mr. Barfield complains that Dr. Walter did not make the 
best case possible for electric furnaces. I would like to point 
out, however, that Dr. Walter was speaking on behalf of the 
gas industry. 

I am not quie certain, therefore, whether your comments 
refer to Dr. Walter's presentation of the matter, or to the 
part taken by those members of this territorial centre who 
stated the case for electricity. If you refer to the latter, I 
venture to think that your comment is unjust. It wae the 
general view of those present that the statement for electricity 
was put very ably and successful in the very short time 
which was available in one evening's discussion. . 

I would like to add that the report of the debate given in 
your issue of February 27th did not, by any means, do justice 
to the remarks made by the appointed speakers for electricity. 


C. C. Garrard, 


Chairman of the South Midland Territorial — 


Centre of the Institution of Electrical 
irmingham. Engineers. 
April 1st, 1920. — 


[The report which we published was provided by the only 
shorthand reporter, we believe, who was present at the 
meeting, and who, in a covering letter, said: ‘‘ According 
to agreement between the two societies every speech has been 
corrected, and where necessary rewritten before being allowed 
to be sent to the technical Press." We have reason to believe, 
however, that Mr. Wood's remarks were entirely rewritten, 
and his corrections, forwarded later than those of other 
speakers, were not embodied in the report, nar have we 
received them. So far as Mr. Wood is concerned, therefore, 
we offer no criticism; but we adhere to our opinion as to 
the rest of the debate that the case for electricity was not 
adequately presented.—Eps. Exec. Rev.] 


B 


Wages in Kinemas and in the Electrical Industry. 


I have just read with interest a letter written by Mr. G. E. 
Moore in the ELECTRICAL Review of March 26th, 1920. 

His article that he mentions (Electricity and Kinemato- 
graphy) unfortunately I missed. From the tone of his letter 
I feel it must have been interesting. I should be glad if 
through your columns you would allow me to point out 
one or two errors that Mr. Moore hae made. 

First, the E.T.U. rules require that a man must have had 
five years’ experience before he is allowed to become a chief 
operator. Again, the wage of £5 is very, very rare—in fact, 
only in the Newcastle and London districts has that been 
attained. Before me now I have working rules, &c., of various 
districts of the United Kingdom, as I am hoping to form a 
kinema section of the E.T.U. in and around Burnley. Mr. 
Moore's letter is not very complimentary to the operator, 
and an outsider would read it as euch—but to one who knows 
his business, the letter only goes to prove that Mr. Moore's 
friend of the Midlands was not an operator—only a handle- 
turner; and as & handle-turner he would not be getting any- 
thing like £5 per week; more likely £3. The undersigned 
was considered the best-paid man in this district —my ex- 
perience covers 15 years in various branches of the electrical 
kinema and variety industries. Wages £3 5s. My duties 
were all running repairs of National gas engine of 25 H.P., 
Mather & Platt 100 volt, 160 amp. dynamo, stage lighting, 
hall lighting, all extra wiring, average 14,000 ft. to 15,000 ft. 
programme twice weekly, and three kine-machine fans, ’phones 
and bells, and to keep everything in perfect order occupied 
50 to 60 hours’ work per week. Again, has Mr. Moore had 
to stand or ait in a confined space averaging 10 ft. by 19 ft. 
for hours at a stretch with the temperature anvthing from 
90 deg. to 110 deg., and the strain of knowing that hundreds 
of people are dependent upon his level-headedness to prevent 
panic—not fire? He also says, in the case of a reported fire, 
that the plain fact was there should have been no fire. That 
sentence proves to me that Mr. Moore knows very little 
concerning the construction of a kinema machine. It is 
possible for the best and coolest of men to have в fire; but 


it is the coolest of men that prevent that fire spreading and 
creating pere: À . 

Fifty shillings a week is a common wage to-day for kinema 
operators, because there are eo many handle-turnere in the 
game who do it as a part-time occupation. 

The E.T.U. is certainly fighting very hard for the operator, 
but before a man can become a member and qualify for the 
£5 or £4 10s. wage he hae to prove his worth. : 

In closing, I may say that I have recently left the kinema 
industry, and am working for the Burnley Corporation, and 
I find my hours lesg and my wage considerably improved. 


Albert J. Cutler. 
Padiham. 
April 2nd, 1920. 


The Portsmouth ** Leader Cable. 


The noté which appeared in your issue of the 26th inst. 
bristles with points of material interest. The system of using 
a cable laid below water in estuaries of rivers, harbours, and 
other like applications, and using high-frequency alternating 
currents as & means of guiding ships in fog and other such 
circumstances, was invented by my colleague, Captain A. H. 
Binyon, M.I.Mar.E., in 1912, in connection with which 
Captain A. H. Binyon proposed using my Paragon high 
and variable- frequency alternators, &c. 

penne in mind the enormous value of euch a means of 
guiding ships, eo easily brought about in all conditions of eea 
and weather, my opinion is that the Board of Trade should 
make its application compulsory at all pointe along our shores. 

Especially is this Paragon-Binyon system suitable for 
installation near eand , &c., and ite application is so 
simple, and its use во effective, that it is wonderful that 
“ Loyds or some other maritime insurance company does not 
insist on its application. I think the shipping companies 
should have their attention drawn to this very effective method 
of saving lives, and also keeping time under certain conditions 


around these shores. 
William P. Durtnall, 
Captain, M.I.Mar.E., M.I.Loco.E. 
London, S. W., 
March Xith, 1920. 


Whitley Councils.— The London District Council, Area 
No. 10, for the Electricity Supply Industry, was formed last month, 
the following being its composition :— 


Chairman.—Mr. Alderman J. A. G. Beaumont. | 

Vioe-chairman.—Mr. E. Cruse, Amalgamated Society of Tool- 
makers. 

Joint secretaries for Employers’ side.—Mr. Arthur J. Fuller, 
Electricity Works, Fulham, S.W.6—Telephone. Putney 2479; Mr. 
A. F. Harrison, City of London Electric Lighting Co., Ltd., 1-2, 
Great Winchester Street, Е.С. 2— Telephone, London Wall 9329. 

Secretary for Unions’ side. —Mr. W. J. Webb, Electrical Trades 
Union, 14, Baldwin's Gardens, Gray's Inn Road, E.C. 1 —Telephone, 
Holborn 4745. 


MEMBERS OF THE DistRicr COUNCIL (AREA 10), 1920—1921. 


For the Employers. 


Municipalities.—Metropolitan Boroughs —Mr. Alderman J. A. G, 
Beaumont, St. Marylebone; Mr. Councillor A. J. Bamford, 
Bermondsey ; Major C. R. Attlee. J.P., Stepney ; Mr. P. A. Bond. 
Battersea ; Mr. Arthur J. Fuller. Falham. 

Urban District Counoils —Mr. Councillor W. F. Goodrich, Wat- 
ford ; Mr. Councillor A. Attwell, J.P., Walthamstow. 

Corporations—Mr. Alderman Dudley Stuart, J.P., Wimbledon ; 
Mr. Councillor Geo. Croot, West Ham. 

L.C.C.—Mr. Р. L. Riviere. 

(ompanies.—London Companies—Mr. A. P. Harrison, secretary 
of City of London Co.; Captain W. R. Rendell, genera! manager. 
Metropolitan Co.; Messrs, F. C. McQuown, secretary, County of 
London Co.; C. G. Stanesby, secretary, Charing Cross and West End 
Co.; H. W. Miller, engineer, Kensington and Knightabridge. Co. ; 
Mark Feetham, superintending engineer, London Electric Supply 
Corporation ; R. S. Downe. engineer and general manager, Brompton 
and Kensington Co.; H. P. Gaze, executive engineer, Central 
Electric Co. 

Provincial Companies—Messrs. M. Farrer, resident engineer, 
Twickenham and Teddington Co.; K. A. Scott Moncrieff, Hendon 
Electric Supply Co. 


For the Employes, 


Electrical Tradex Union.—-Messrs. W. J. Webb, W. Westfallen, J. 
Membery, W. Needham. H. H. Morton, T. A. Goode. 

National Union of Enginemen, Firemen, §'c.—Mesers. J. Meakin, 
W. Weeks, W. Chapman. 

Workers’ Ünion, —Mesars, L. White, J. Smith, F. Rosenburg. 

National Union of General Workers.—Mesars, C. Borgia, F. 
Gilbert, C. Skinner. 

Amalgamated Society of Ton makers. Mr. T. Enibbs. 

Dockers’ Union.—Mr. W. Pugh. 

Steam Engine Makers.—Mr. R. Bates. 

Amalgamated! Society of Engineers, — —— 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


The New Railway Rates.—The Railway Clearing House 
has issued a pamphlet showing very clearly in table form the effect 
of the new railway rates on the cost of various items going to make 
up the cost of living. The rates selected cover the carriage of food- 
stuffs and merchandise to towns in all parts of Great Britain, and 
the differenoe in individual items consequent upon the change 
appears to be very small How much differenoe will be added to 
the retailer's charges it will be interesting to note. The effect of 
the charges on bacon, for example, from London to Peterborough 
is 1d. on 101b. What will the purchaser of 1 lb. pay toward the 
new railway rate? 


An Inquiry from Peru.—The Department of Overseas 
Trade (35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1) has received a communication 
from a firm in Lima, Peru, asking that United Kingdom manu- 
facturers should quote them prices c.i.f. Callo for complete electric 
light plants (26 to 135 lamps), motors of 7-8 B.H.P. and upwards, 
complete windmill pumps and accessories, and other machinery, &c. 
The necessary particulars can be obtained from the Department. 


New Belglan Company.—La Société des Fils et Cables 
Electriques is the name of a new company which has just been 
formed in Brussels with a capital of 1,000,000 fr., to manufacture 
electric wire and cables. 


Patentees and Income-Tax.—In a letter on this 
subject, Mr. C. H. Tolley, A. C. I. S, L. A. A., points out that the 
report of the Royal Commission on Income-Tax contains several 
proposals of particular interest to patentees, and the owners of 
trade marks. . 

In the first place, as all profits are to be assessed whether of a 
capital nature or not, or whether annual or “non-recurring,” it 
would appear that in future all patentees will be chargeable 
with un on the sales of their inventions whether it is the first 
or not. 

Then as to depreciation, the Commissioners hesitate a good deal, 
and consider that patente should be distinguished from copyright 
and trade marks; but, generally speaking, they consider that no 
allowance should be made where patents or trade marks are in the 
hands of the original owner, nor where they have been purchased, 
and the vendor is within the scope of British income-tax. If, 
however, they were purchased of a vendor not subject to British 
tax, they appear to agree that they should be treated as other 
wasting asseta, that is to say, granted an allowance equal to a 
sinking fund for the difference between their life and 35 years. 

They also recommend that the patentee should be granted a 
similar allowance in respect of the proved costs of experimenting 
and patenting whether he works the patent himself, or lets it on 
royalty. Ifthe patent is sold outright the allowance should be 
granted to the purchaser.” 


War Claim by the Chloride Co.—The Chloride Elec- 
trical Co., of Manchester. appeared before the Royal Commission 
on Awards to Inventors, at Queen Anne's Gate Buildings, to claim 
а royalty of 6d. for each of their improvements to electrical 
accumulators supplied to the Ministry of Munitions through 
four accumulator firms, on the ground that the. Ministry had 
advised the claimants that they would be responsible for royalty 
payments. The claim covered the sale of 53,000 improvements, as 
against the Ministry's figure of 18,000. After hearing the 
claimants’ statement, Mr. Justice Sargant suggested that the 
Chloride Oo. and the Ministry representatives should go into the 
matter of the figures, and, if they could come to an agreement, he 
thought the royalty of expenses on each accumulator supplied 
was not unreasonable.— Westminster Gazette. 


Selling Organisation.—For the purpose of strengthening 
their selling organisation, MEkssRs. GEORGE KENT, LTD. have 
arranged for the holding of periodical conferences between the 
Knights of the Rpad," the sales department, and representatives 
of the production side. The firat such conference was held on 
Fridsy. March 26th, followed by a luncheon and discussion at the 
Connaught Rooms. 


Australian Developments.—At the end of January the 
City Electric Light Co., Ltd. (Brisbane), resolved to issue 125,000 
&1 preference shares (7 per cent. cumulative) at par for develop- 
monts of the undertaking. 


E. D. A. Activities. Some recently-received pamphlets from 
the British Electrical Development Association strike a very 
artistic note, and, as usual, the personal appeal is very prominent. 
Light in the Home” possesses an attractive cover reproducing a 
water-colourstudy. This booklet demonstrates beauty and efficiency 
in bouse lighting, and several good photographs are employed to 
illustrats the advice given. The pamphlet bearing the announce- 
ment " House to Let," dealing with domestic appliances, should 
secure & great deal of attention at the present time, although 
addressed chiefly to owner-occupiers." Just a Turn of a Switch " 
emphasises the utility and labour-saving propensities of electricity 
in the home. The economic side of the industry is put forward; 
the consumer in a pamphlet ‘‘Coal and Electricity for Domestic 
Use," which explains why costa vary in different districts, Many 
other publications dealing with electricity for domestic purposes 
ac»ompany those mentioned above, and as they are readable," the 
average householder, who looks with apprehension on semi-scientific 
circulars, will moet certainly be interested in them, and they should 
ac.i:cve their object, 


New French Company.— La Société Hydro-Electrique 
du Sud-Est is the name of a new company which has lately been 
formed in Paris (94, Rue St. Lazare), with a capital of 2,000,000 fr. 


Trade Announcements.—Mr. F. Wood, who has for 
many years past represented the Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Co. 
in India, will shortly return to England, and be located at the 
company’s head office in London. The representation of the 
company will be taken over by Мв. ROWLAND JONES, who was an 
officer in the British Army during the war, and previous to this 
was with the Great Indian Peninsular Railway. Mr. Jones is at 
m 5 Bombay office, Pathe Building, Ballard Pier Fort, 

mbay. 

Messrs, F.C. MICKLEWRIGRT & Oo., elect rioal engineers, have taken 
new premises at the Bower Engineering Works, Warwiok Lane, 
Maidstone. 

Mr. J. E. Dyson, electrical engineer and contractor. has 
removed from Shambles Lane, Huddersfield, where he has been 
established for over 20 years, to 1, Ramsden Street, Huddersfield. 

We regret to find that an error oocurred in our notice of 
March 26th (page 394) g the firm of A..G. and J. Smith, 
of Kilmarnock. It is Mr. Joseph Smith, who has retired from the 
firm, not Mr. A. G. Smith. It is the latter who is continuing the 
business on his own account, and is attending to debts, &c. 

Messrs. B. K. B. ELECTRIC MoTons, LTD., have returned to 
their original offices (now vacated by the Government) at Fins- 
bury Oourt, Finsbury Pavement, E.O.2. Telegraph numbers: 
London Wall" 5630-1. 

The works, business, stocks, patents, &o., of Engineering and Arc 
Lamps, Ltd., have been taken over by a new company with the 
title of ENGINEERING AND LIGHTING EQUIPMENT Co., LTD. 
The entire staff of the old company has been taken over. 
The business will be continued with the same manufactures, and 
some new articles which are to be introduced shortly. 

MESGSRS. PARKER, WINDER & ACHURCH, LTD., have commenced 
business as electrical engineers and contractors at Broad Street, 
Birmingham, and they are specialising in oountry-house installa- 
tions and general contracting work. Catalogues and lists of motors, 
switchgears, and other accessories are asked for. 

MESSRS. AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC FURNACES, LTD. have 
appointed Messrs. F. Hiorth & Sons, Josefinegade 13, Christiania, 
Norway, agents for Wild-Barfield electric furnaces for Norway and 
Denmark. A furnace will be erected at the address mentioned, and 
demonstrations will be given there. 


Catalogues and LIsts.— HoLO HA NR, LTD., 12, Carteret 
Street, Queen Anne's Gate, S. W. 1.—Illustrated and priced pamphlet 
describing various types of Holophane reflectors for shop-window 
lighting. 

THE VAUGHAN CRANE Co., LTD., Openshaw, Manchester.— 
A new 100-page catalogue illustrating the range of the company’s 
manufactures. This is a handsomely-bound volume, and contains 
a large number of photographs of installations carried out in 
various industrial shops, &c. The main part is devoted to elec- 
trically-driven oranes, but а few hand- power types are also 
given, 

GENERAL ELEcTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. 
—Bulletin No. 1, "Important Plant" (60 pages). An interesting 
book consisting chiefly of photographs of installations of electrical 
plant by the G. E. Co., including turbo-alternators, D. O0. and А.С. 
generators, rotary converters, motors, and motor-generators. А 
list is given of some of the more important orders executed by the 
company, containing the names of many large industrial under- 
takings and municipalities. The G.E. Co. has also sent a copy of a 
folding card of comperison tables of the old and new standards and 
other information for the use of wiremen. Copies of this will be 
sent to all interested firms upon application to the head office. 

ENGINERING AND LIGHTING EQUIPMENT Co., LTD. Sphere 
Works, St. Albans, Herts.—“ Fittings for Half-watt Lamps” 
(35 pages). An illustrated list of various types of lanterns, globes, 
reflectors, &c., giving prices in each case. 

THE EXCELSIOR SHADE MANUFACTURING Co., 1, Hounds Gate, 
Nottingham.—An artistic catalogue of Betterway " specialities for 
eleotrio lighting work, illustrating shades, pendants, &c. 

Messrs. Hiae@s Bros., Dynamo Works, Sand Pita, Birmingnam. 
— Monthly Magazine," Vol. II, No. 2 (24 pp.), giving a list of 
motors and dynamos in stock, and notes om removing pulleys and 
couplings. 

MEDICAL ENGINEERING Co., 714, Englefield Road, N.— Illus- 
trated price list (Section M, 12 pp.) of small-power D.O. motors, 
generators and converters, ranging from 5 Н.Р. to $ H. P., also 
polishing motors, fans and power motors of 4 to 1 H.P., with speed- 
reducing gear. 


Railway Traffic. — The Mansion House Association 
on Railway and Canal Trafüc has recently published its reply to 
14 questions on the problem of railway transport put to it and 

arious other Associations of the same nature by the Ministry of 
ansport. The 14 points are exhaustively dealt with, and 
conclusion complaints received from the Association's members 
are used for the purpose of emphasising the injury caused to the 


interests of traders by restrictive regulations made by the railway 


companies, and request is made that ample protection be afforded 
to traders when the new scheme is formulated by the Ministry of 


Transport. 
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Book Notlces.—“ Gattie Committee. Report of the 
Departmental Committee, together with an analytical reply by the 
New Transport Co., Ltd." 39 pp. London: The New Transport 
Co. Price 28. 6d.— This publication, to quote the foreword, is to 
show “that the Committee's Report is against the weight of 
evidence, and that it should not be accepted." The report is given 
in full, and the criticisms and replies to the Committee's statements 
are placed on pages oppoaite to each item. 

Electrical Practice in Collieries.“ By D. Burns. Pp. viii + 
407, 241 figs. London: Chas. Griffin & Co. Price 10s. tid. net. 

Radio Engineering Principles. by H. Lauer and H. L. Brown. 
Pp. xiv + 300; 241 figs. London: Hill Publishing Co., Ltd. 
Prioe 218. net. 

"The New Rhine." 16 pp. By R. Gelpke, civil engineer and 
Member of the Swiss Parliament. London: La Nouvelle Société 
Helvétique.—This pamphlet presents Switzerland's position with 
regard to clauses in the Peace Treaty regulations by which France 
is to be permitted to use the hydraulic resources of the Rhine from 
Basle to Lauterburg, and thus interfere with Switzerland's sole 
access to the North Sea. 

The Syndics of the Cambridge University Press announce a 
forthcoming treatise on ‘Thermodynamics,’ by Sir J. Alfred 
Ewing, Principal of the University of Edinburgh, who was Pro- 
fessor of Applied Mechanics at Cambridge, and subsequently 
Director of Naval Education. The volume treats the subject 
mainly from an engineering standpoint. 

Preliminary Report upon Possible Development of Hydro- 
Electric Power in British Guiana (39 pp.) By Stafford X. Comber, 
Member of the American Society of Civil Engineers. Georgetown, 
Demerara : ‘ The Argosy Co. 

Works Committees and Industrial Councils: Their Beginnings 
and Possibilities." By the Right Hon. J. Whitley. A lecture given 
in the Department of Industrial Administration, College of 
Technology, Manchester, October 7th, 1919. London: Longmans, 
Green & Co. Price la. net. 

Scientific Papers of the U.S. Bureau of Standards, No. 370, 
"A New Form of Vibration Galvanometer (8 pp.); No. 155, 
“Cements for Spark-Plug Electrodes” (10 pp.); and No. 366, 
„Contrast Sensibility of the Eye (16 pp.). Washington: Govern- 
ment Printing Office. Price 5 cents each. 

" Electricity. the Burden Bearer.” By W. E. Kelly. Chicago: 
Illinois Committee on Public Utility Information. 

“Journal of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers,” 
Vol. XXXIX, No. 3. March, 1920. New York: The Institute, 
Price $1. 


А Syduey Discussion on Japanese Mauufactures.— 
According to the Sydney Morning Herald, the Electric Lighting 
Committee of the City Council had before it, on January 19th, 
tenders for insulators, and of the three received a Japanese agent 
tendered at £595 lower than an Australian manufacturer. Mr. 
Mackay (electrical engineer) said there was no reason why these 
goods should not be manufactured at a competitive rate in 
Australia. The local firm evidently was afraid to launch out lest 
there would not be a market for the goods. If they were assured 
that concerns such as the City Council would take their goods, they 
would probably launch out and manufacture in large quantities. 
Alderman Meagher said, if he could prevent it, not a halfpenny 
would go from Australia for Japanese goods. Alderman Lindsay 
Thompson: If the Japanese electrical fittiags are of the same 
grade as their matches, give me the dear article every time. It 
will be the cheapest in the end. It was agreed that the considera- 
tion of the matter should be deferred to enable negotiations to be 
entered into with the Australian manufacturers. 


Private Meeting.— EDWARD WINGFIELD FULLER HEATH 
(trading as Heath, Wingfield & Co.),6, Hans Road, Brompton Road, 
London, S.W., electrical engineers. The creditors interested herein 
were called together on March 27th. at the offices of Messrs. 
Corfield & Cripwell, accountants, Balfour House, Finsbury Pave- 
ment. Е.С. 2, when Mr. Н. E. McKrell, of the International Electric 
Co., Ltd., was elected to the chair. A statement of affairs was pre- 
sented by Mr. W. Osborne, showing the position as at March 26th, 
and this disclosed ranking liabilities of £4,473, of which £4,325 
was due to trade creditors, the balance of £147 being due to a 
partly secured creditor. The assets were estimated to realise 
4 3,209, from which had to be deducted £14 for preferential claims, 
leaving net assets of £2,165, or a deficiency of £1,307. Book debts 
of the face value of £2,906 were written off as bad and doubtful. 
The partly secured creditor was stated to have advanced cash to 
the extent of £2,355, of which #707 had been repaid, making a 
balance of £1,647 still owing. Securities of the estimated value of 
£1,500 were held. The partly secured creditors’ claim arose in 
respect of advances made from last November. and the security 
held consisted of the lease of the premises 'and a charge on a 
book debt. The lease had 14 years to run from March, 1919, at an 
annual rental of £200. The debtor paid £200 for the lease, 
Attention was called by Mr. Osborne to the doubtful and bad debts, 
and he stated that the debtor had incurred two heavy losses during 
the last six months, and it was expected that little, if anything, 
would be obtained. The deficiency in the statement of affairs was 
more than accounted for by the loss on the book debts. The 
The debtor was for some time with the Ministry of Munitions, and 
he re-started in business for himself in November, 1918, with a 
eapital of £200, He commenced in Cannon Street, E.C., but owing 
to the growth of the business, removed to the present nddreas, No 
definite offer was made to the meeting, and it was stated that the 
Sheriff had levied execution at the suit of a creditor. After a short 
discussion, it was decided that the debtor should be requested to 
file his petition failing the withdrawal of the Sheriff, and that if 


the Sheriff withdrew, a deed of assignment should be executed with 
Mr. W. Osborne, as trustee. It was stated that there was every 
likelihood of the execution being withdrawn, and a Committee 
of the principal creditora was appointed. The following are 
creditors :— "n 


Bliss & Co. .. РР EA .. £148 Jones & Shipman .. ре .. £65 
Brookman & Co. .. S . 14 London Electric Co. dx 30 
Commercial Elec, Access., Ltd. 210 Measures Bros T . . 94 
Crompton & Co. .. 25 .. 678 Mansell & Hogan, Ltd. .. BR 
Cutting Bros. S Es .. 817 Pidgeon Bros. А 2s .. 82 
Croft, Ltd. ... 2. 28 2 Ruston & Hornsby, Ltd... .. 154 
Ediswan Co., Ltd... ., 134, Sullivan, W. II. т .. 31 
Electrician... 70 „ 69 Standard Electric (o. 85 
Enginerring Indwtry: г. 6 Shehton, J. F. ге 91 


Electricul Timea . .. 104 


5 $e Siemens Bros. Dynamo "Works. B30 
Electrical Appliances, Ltd. ., ‚18 . . 102 


Vickers, Ltd. 


Electric Generators Co., Gtd: ‘2. 15 West, Allen & Co., Ltd. 66 
Foster Engineering Co. .. 16 Whitehead & Son ,. 5 11 
General Electric Co. Ji xw. AL Dick Jackson M 6 .. WB 
Hampton & Beeby, Ltd. .. 66 Hardware Trades Journal. . .. 18 
Hindley, E. S., & Son Ys .. 922 Orliff, M. a Ps .. 48 
International Electric Co. .. 581 Meares, A. W. EA Vie 45 


International Electric Novelties 163 


Capital Requirements of the German Electrical Industry. 
A German Siemens official recently published an article dealing 
with the increased capital requirements of the German electrical 
industry and its present prospects. Among other things he said 
that the costa of raw material had increased on an average about 
ten-fold on account of tha rise in international prices and the 
depreciation of currency—e.g., 1,000 kilos. of copper before the 
war cost about 1,400 marks; now the cost was 24,000 marks. 
Electrical sheets could be had for about 526 marks before the war ; 
but now -their price was nearer 4,600 marks. The necessity for 
higher capitalisation of industrial concerns was all the greater by 
reason of the longer period of time required in getting material 
through the processes of manufacture. In the Siemens Electrical 
Works in October, 1918, the monthly ontput per head was about 
31 tons; in January, 1919, it was between 11 and 2 tons with the 
works running for about the same hours, The falling otf in pro- 
duction was attributable partly to the introduction of the eight- 


.hour day, but mostly to the strikes, and Government restrictions 


upon the use of coal. In the Siemens Works, for instance, 
recently, for several weeks only three days a week could be worked. 
This deficiency in fuel, combined with the strikes, resulted in one 
of their works in a reduction in the number of hours worked by 
about 26 per cent., with corresponding diminution in production. 
These factors, of course, contributed again to the need for more 
capital. It was also to be remembered that compared with the 
period before the war, stocks of all kinds were practically non- 
existant. It appeared that five to six months’ delivery was the best 
that could now be offered by the iron rollers and the brass workers. 
Electrical sheets were not obtainable under a delivery of from five 
to six months. Their manufacture into the complete dynamo 
absorbed a further six months. 


Plant, &c., for Sale.— Lancaster Corporation Tramways 
Department invites offers for one open-top tramcar, 35-H.P. 
Westinghouse motors,Scott & Mountain single bogie truck, and one 
covered top-deck tramcar, 25-H. P. Westinghouse motors, Brill 
truck; Dundee Corporation Electricity Supply Department has 
for sale one Thomas Parker bipolar over-type 105-volt generator, 
mounted on C. I. bedplate, &c. Watford Urban Council electricity 
department has for disposal one air pump. by Cole, Marchant and 
Morley: 50 v. dynamo, by Parker, slide valves, steel main, “е, 
Croydon Corporation electricity department has for sale one 
1,10C-8.H P. Bellies & Morcom triple-expansion engine, coupled 
to 750-kw. English Electric alternator and exciter; also one 
450-B.H.P. Belliss & Morcom tanden-compound engine, coupled to 
G.E.C. 250 Kw. alternator, &c. For particulars see our advertisc- 


ment pages to-day. 


Liquidations and Dissolutions.— ENGINEERING AND 
Arc LAmes, LTD.—Winding up voluntarily (the directors having 
sold the business, good will and plant as from January 31st. 1920); 
liquidator, Mr. W. A. Henderson, 29, Gracechurch Street, E.C. 
Meeting of creditors called for April 14th. This matter is referred 
to under Trade Announcements.” . 

EBoNITIS, LTD.— Particulars of claims. &c., to be sent by May 6th, 
to the liquidator, Mr. E. C. Moore, 3, Crosby Square, E C. 

VICTOR ENGINEERING AND SUPPLY Co., electrical engineers and 
contractors, 17, Lloyd Street, Manchester.—Messrs. F. G. Burton 
and R. Boardley have dissolved partnership. Debts will be 
attended to by Mr. R. Boardley, who will continue the business. 

CovZzENS X Brown, electrical engineers, 9, Old Queen Street, 
Westminster, S. W.—Mr. H. W. Couzens and Mr. D. A. Brown 
have dissolved partnersnip. Mr. H. W. Couzens will attend 
to debts. 

SENTINEL WAddON Works, Ltp.—Winding up voluntarily, 
with Mr. W. F. Andrew, 209, West George Street, Glasgow, as 
liquidator. An agreement is to be entered into for the sale of the 
undertaking and assets to the Sentinel Waggon Works (1920), Ltd. 
All ereditors will be paid in full. 


Auction Sale.—By order of Messrs. Irving, Son and 
Jones, Ltd., of Vauxhall Rice Mills, Liverpool, who are retiring 
from business, Messrs. G. N. Dixon & Co. will sell Ey auction on 
the premises, the electrical power installation recently installed by 
the British Westinghouse Co. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Australian Co-operative Electric Trading.— Press reports 
(January l4th) received from Sydney, state that the Electrical 
Trades Union was proposing to establish a co-operative electrical 
engineering company, the shareholders to be exclusively members 
of the Union, 
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Catalogues Wanted.— TRE A.B.C. Tramway 5 
ANCES CO., Hepworth Chambers, Briggate, Leeds, wish to receiv 
catalogues and lists from maunfacturers of accumulators for 
electrio vehicles, electric fittings, motors up to 20 H.P., resistances, 
controllers, cables and wires, gears, &c., for electric traction 
vehicles, 

Messrs. PERRY CaBBoNISING, Lro., of 220, Westminster 
Bridge Road, S. E. 1, want catalogues of spiral and other conveyors ; 
elevators ; other labour-saving machinery for the handling of coal, 
coke, and ash ; blowers and exhausters. 


Electrification of Poland.—An Advisory Council on 
Electricity has been formed, attached to the Polish Ministry of 
Commerce, for the purpose of considering and promoting legislation 
to be introduced in the Polish Parliament. The Advisory Council 
is opposed to the suggested increase in the tax upon the use of 
electricity in Warsaw. Two committees are to be entrusted with 
oe out of the general scheme for electrifying the whole 
of Polan | 


Wages in the Electricity Supply Industry.— Messrs. 
W. J. Webb and T. W. Cole, joint secretaries, inform us that at a 
meeting of. the Home Counties (No. 9) Area Joint Industrial 
Council for the Electricity Supply Industry, held on March 31st, 
the application from the Trade Unions represented for a further 
advance in wages was considered. 
was contingent on the fixing of basic rates, but in order that some- 
thing might be done in the matter to meet the case, it was 
resolved as follows :— 

„That an advance of 3s. per week be paid to all employés by elec- 
tricity supply undertakings in the Home Counties (No. 9) Area, as from 
April Ist, 1920, and that if basic rates are not fixed before June Ist, 
1920, a further increase of 38. per week be paid as from June Ist, 
and that meetings be held as early as possible to fix the basic rates, 
dem basic rates, when fixed, to be operative as from February lat, 
1920." 

The various electricity supply undertakings in the area are, 
therefore, earnestly recommended to adopt the increase mentioned 
in the above resolution, as such was arrived at after long and 
serious consideration of the whole situation by the representatives 
both of the undertakings and of the Trade Urions concerned. 

The question of applying the Engineering and Foundry Trades 
Award (No. 180) to all manual workers in the electricity supply 
undertakings has engaged the attention, in Birmingham, of the 
District Industrial Council for the Electricity Supply Industry, No. б 
(West Midlands) Area. Payment was recommended, except to 
those tradesmen whose wages are regulated by other Trade Union 
organisations. It was pointed out that under its constitution the 
District Industrial Council was unable to give effect to the award 
without the approval of the National Council. This body has yet 
to consider the matter, so that it may not be able to apply the 
award at once. It was explained, however, that any decision of 
the National Council would be retrospective. The District 
Industrial Council made it clear that future applications for 
alterations in wages, &c, in respect of the electricity supply 
industry should be dealt with by the Industrial Council for the 
industry. 


Motor-Car Headiights.— Recently a demonstration of a 
variety of anti-dazzle devices, both British and foreign, was given 
in Oxshott Woods, Surrey, by Messrs. C. A. VANDERVELL & Co., 
LTD., in the presence of representatives of the technical Press. 
Numerous photometric tests were taken, and the results should 
prove interesting and instructive. 


Electric Vehicle Construction in Derby.—We learn 
that Messrs. NEWTON BROS., LTD., electrical engineers, of Mans- 
field Road, Derby, have taken up the construction of electric 
motor vehicles for commercial and industrial purposes. 


The Chinese Follow Sult.—It is reported in the Press 
that Chinese employés in the engineering trades at Hong-Kong 
have struck for an advance of 40 per cent. in wages. Early in the 
week it was stated that the strike was spreading. 


Soclal.— The annual staff dance of the GENERAL ELECTRIC 
Co., LTD., Newcastle, was held on Friday, March 26th, in Heaton 
Assembly Rooms. The company present, including staff and 
friends, numbered 200. A presentation was made to Mr. J. Spence, 
in commemoration of his 25 years' service as branch manager. 


The Italian Pirelli Co.—The accounts of Pirelli & Co., of 
Milan, show net profits of 5,420,000 lire for 1919, and a dividend of 
55 lire per share is to be paid. It has been decided to increase 
the share capital from 40,000,000 to 62,000,000 lire, of which 
5,000,000 lire will be transferred from the reserve fund and 
allotted as gratis shares to existing propristors. 


Danish Accumulator Works.—The Dansk Akkumulator 
og Elektro-Motor Fabrik reports net profits of 293,000 kroner for 
1919, and proposes to pay a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. 


The А.Е.б. in Luxemburg.—The local newspapers at 
Luxemburg announce that the offices of the Metz branch of the 
A.E.G. have been transferred to Luxemburg. 


Swedish Companies. — The Elektriska Svetsnings 
(Welding) A.B., of Stockholm, records net profits of 63,451 kr. 
for 1919, and a dividend at the rate of 12 per cent. The Bell 
Telefon A. B., of Stockholm, proposes to pay a dividend of 6 per 
dent. out of net profits of 60, 013 kr. earned in 1919. 


It was felt that the question . 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 
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Australia, — SYDNEY. — The City Council has passed a 
motion of protest against the Railway Commissioners’ statement 
that electricity will be supplied by the railway authorities to 
municipalities in the Sydney area requiring it, notwithstanding 
the City Council's prior claim. The Council considers this action 
outside the Commissioners’ legitimate scope. 

PLANT SHORTAGE.—The effects of industrial disputes in this 
country are being felt in Australia. The City Council of Sydney 
is faced with great difficulties owing to the non-delivery of an’ 
8,000-kw. turbo-alternator set ordered from an English company 
some time ago. It bas been suggested that surplus power from the 
tramway department should be utilised for public services. 

Солт, MINE PuRCHASE.—The Sydney City Council is considering 
the purchase of a coal mine for the purpose of supplying fuel to the 
electricity works. A consulting engineer advises the construction. 
of a new 10,000-Kw, power station on the coalfield instead of 
conveying the coal to the present works, 

INCREASED RATES.—The Sydney Evening News stated, a short 
time ago, that the City Council had been forced to apply to the 
Government for sanction to an increase in prices charged for elec- 
tricity. The position of Sydney regarding this matter is probably 
unique, as the ruling prices are practically the same as they were 
at the commencementrof the undertaking in 1904. 

HypDR0-ELECTBIC PowER.—Mr. Е. B. Rushton, chief mechanical 
engineer, South Australian railways, has furnished a report to the 
Government on the question of providing a hydro-electric power 
scheme for Adelaide. Mr. Rushton has outlined two schemes—one 
to utilise water power from the Square Waterhole, about two and 
a-half miles east of Mount Compass, and the other in connection 
with the Myponga River. Mr. Rushton claims there is a sufficient 
supply of water all the year round to provide 21,000 Н.Р. 
The other scheme is designed to provide a similar amount of 
power, and he expresses the opinion that 42,000 H.P. would be 
sufficient to provide electricity for all the tram ways, suburban 
railways, and extensions, the Islington workshops. and all lighting 
and industria! power purposes in the metropolitan area. Ав 
indicating the importance of the project, he suggests that it would 
be possible to sell electricity for induatrial purposes at a halfpenny 
per unit, and to make a profit out of the sale. The estimated 
approximate cost of each scheme is a little over £500,000, and the 
working expenses would Ыз £2 8s. 9d. per Н.Р. per annum. — Tenders. 


Barnard Castle.— PROPOSED ELECTRIC LiauTING.— The 
directors of the local gas company have under consideration a 
scheme for providing an electricity supply for lighting purposes. 
A report upon the subject is to be submitted to the shareholders in 
six months’ time. 


Barnstaple. — Revision оғ CHARGES. — The Town 
Council has revised the sliding scale of charges for electricity for 
power as under : —First 6,000 unita, 3d. per unit ; next 6,000, 24d. ; 
beyond, 2d. 

LOAN.—A loan is to be applied for, for a boiler (£1,356), 
cables, &c. 


Ваттоу.—Соммттткк' s Report.—The Electricity Com- 
mittee reports that there is some delay in making connections to 
the mains owing to the difficulty in obtaining the necessary 
materials. A large number of applications necessitating extensions 
of mains were approved. With regard to a proposed extension to 
Piel and Rampside, it was decided that the electrical engineer 
should have a further canvass made of the residents of the district, 
and that he again approach the Furness Railway Со. onthe matter, 
and report further. It was decided to make the deduction for 
domestic consumers, consequent upon the reduction in the price of 
coal, at the rate of 0 2d. per unit, as from January lst to March 31st. 


Bexhill.—MaiNs EXTENSTONS.— The Town Council is 
carrying out several mains extensions, and has obtained the per- 
mission of the L.B. & S.C. Ry. Co. to lay a cable along the railway 
from ithe electricity works to Seabridge Road, a concession that 
will save a great deal of expense. 


Blackburn.—ExTENSIONS.—The Electricity Committee 
has approved the installation of new transformer plant at the 
Jubilee Street works in connection with the E.H.T. plant. 


Blackpool,—PRic& INcREASE.—Àn additional 10 per 
cent. above pre-war rates is being placed upon charges for elec- 
tricity, making a total increase of 50 per cent. Meter rents are 
being raised, and minimums of 78. 6d. per quarter for lighting, 10a. 
for heating, and 15s. for power have been fixed. 

NEW BOILERS.—T wo new water-tube boilers are to be installed at 
the electricity works. 


Bo’ness.— Гкогокер ExTENsIONS.— The Town Council 
of Bo'ness has appoiuted Mr. J. M. M. Munro. consulting engineer, 
of Edinburgh, to advise on the proposed extension of the electricity 
works, 


Burnley.—Jorvr ELECTRICITY AvTHOBRITY.—The elec- 
trical engineer has presented a report prepared by Mr. E. M. Lacey, 
M. Inst. C. E., and himself, regarding extensions required in the 
department, the proposed linking up of Burnley with neighbouring 
undertakings, aud the policy to pursue under the new Supply Act, 
in connection with the establishment of a joint authority for this 
area. It has been decided to constitute an area from the coast 
through East Lancs. to Colne, in which there should be a joint 
electricity authority. 
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Carditf,—ExTENSIONS.—The Finance Committee has 
approved the Electricity and Tramway Committee's scheme for 
extensions of plant, cables, &о., to meet the estimated load of 1921. 
at & cost of £110,325. 


Chesterfield.— ExTEN810N8.— The Town Council has 


decided to carry on the extensions at the electricity works, at a 
cost of £50,000. 


Continental.—BELGium.—The report of the Société 
d'Eleotricité de l'Eseout, of Antwerp, for the past financial year, 
shows that satisfactory progress is being made, the number of con- 
sumers of electricity having advanced from 6,303 at the end of 1918 
to 6,966. The output of the ^ompeny's generating station increased: 
from 13,178,000 to 24,037,000 kw.-hours, 

SPAIN.—O wing to lack of coal, consequent on the strike, Lisbon 
is without gas, and searchlights have been brought into use. 


Congleton.—PROPOSED ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.—A recent 
proposal at a Council meeting to approach one or more electricity 
corporations upon the subject of erecting a power station and 
supplying power and light in the town was referred back to Com- 
mittee for further details. 


Dewsbury,—PRicE IxcREAsE.— Тһе Corporation has 
decided to increase the price of electricity to lighting consumers 
from 10 to 50 per cent. on pre-war rates, to rateable value con- 
sumers from 50 to 75 per cent., and to power and heating consumers 
from 76 to 100 per cent. In the last-named instance the advance 
will date from the last meter readings in March, and in the other 
two cases from the last readings in June. 


Dover.—NEw PLANT.—The Town Council has decided 


to purchase new plant for the electricity works, at a coat of 
£16,000, 


Dundee, — EXTENSIONS. — A scheme for extending the 
Carolina Port Station has been decided on by the Town Council. 
Two 5,000-Kw. turbines, now on order, will be installed, also two 
new boilers and other plant, at a total estimated outlay of 


£204,000. 

Epsom.—Licutina CHARGES.— The Rural District 
Council has agreed to the South Metropolitan Electric Tramways 
and Lighting Оо. making the maximum rate for electricity supplied 
to the new area to be lighted 8d, per unit, subject to revision if 
prices generally go down by the time the order comes into 
operation. 

Exeter.—NeEw PLANT.—The Electricity Committee is 
considering the purchase of a turbo-generator, but stipulates that it 
must be delivered within a reasonable time. The engineer has been 
instructed to make a report on the matter. 


Gloucestershire.— Act SuSPENDED.—Under Section 63 
of the Gloucestershire Electric Power Act, 1902, the Minister of 
Transport has ordered that the powers of. the Gloucestershire 
Electric Power Co. shall cease as to the whole of the area of 
supply defined in the Act. 


Laucaster.—PRoPoskp Prick INCREASE.—The Elec- 
tricity Committee has made application to the Ministry of Trans- 
port for an order to increase the maximum charges for the supply 
of electricity in the borough, the scale asked for being :—Lighting, 
ordinary, 9d. (against 8d.); lighting, special, 71d. (against 5d.) ; 
power, 30s. per quarter per B.H.P. installed, or per KW. installed 
for domestic purposes, plus 1{1. per unit; with maximum charge 
of 9d. per unit (against 208. plus 1}d., and 5d. per unit); meter 
renta are to be raised from 15s. to 30s. per annum. 


London.—HamMMrrsMITH.—The Electricity Committee 
reports the receipt of a resolution passed by employés that all 
employós must be members of & recognised Trade Union, and that 
this be made & condition of engagement, or, in the case of & non- 
unionist, he must join a Union within one month of commencing 
employment. Agreement is recommended, provided that no 
obstacle is placed in the way of qualified ex-Service men becoming 
members of the Trade Unions concerned. 

BEBMONDSEY.—The Borough Council is applying for sanction to 
&loan of £38,558, in which is included £36,978 for mains exten- 
sions, £580 for a switchboard, &c., and £1,000 for an assisted 
wiring scheme. 

Rochdale. — ExTENSIONS. — Owing to the increased 
demand for D.C. supply, the electrical engineer has been instructed 
to obtain tenders for a 1,250-Kw. rotary converter. 


Seaford (Sussex).— ELECTRICITY SurPLVY.— The local 
Ratepayers’ Association has urged the Urban District Council to 
obtain the necessary powers to supply electricity to the town. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australia—New Tramway OCoNTROL.—On February 
9nd last the whole of the Melbourne tramway services, with the 
exception of the Brighton line (owned by the Railway Department) 
and the North Melbourne service, passed, under the terms of an 
Act of Parliament, to the control of the Metropolitan Tramways 
Board. The whole of the personnel of the various trusts, from 
which the services have been taken over, isto remain as at present, 
and it ia stated by the Melbourne Age that no dismissals will be 


made at a later atage. When the almost completed Footscray and 
Fitzroy schemes are included, the undertaking will be one of the 
largest in the Empire, and in the same class as London, Glasgow 
and Sydney. 


Barrow. — NEW Tower Wacon. — The Council has 
approved the purchase of a tower wagon chassis for £200, and has 
decided to become a member of the Municipal Tramways Associa- 
tion. With regard to the wages of the tramway employés, the 
heads of the different departments concerned have been asked to 
report to the Councils Workmen's Wages Sub-Committee any 
increase that may be granted. 


Blackpool, — EMPLOYMENT OF MOTORMEN. — The 
suggestion was made that Blackpool Corporation was acting 
unreasonably, and that motormen of long experience were being 
put on car-cleaning work at the Bispham depót. Mr. C. Furnes, 
tramway manager, has explained that he had closed the two 
Fleetwood depóta, and the Fleetwood motormen were unemployed. 
To get over this difficulty he had offered the men alternstive work 
at the same rate of pay. Seven out of 10 men accepted, Theother 
three resigned. 


Bradford. — Queue Вүвткм. — The tramway queue 
system is to be radically altered {under a scheme of the Tramways 
Commitiee, if the scheme receives the sanction of the City Council. 
The extensive circular garden and footway space around the 
Forster statue in Forster Square will become an island platform 
with a circular track round it close to the footpath, so that 
passengers can board the cars without stepping into the roadway. 
At various points around the island " will be starting places for 
the different routes, and queues will form within the island. To 
further help this scheme, the Oastler monument, in another part 
of Forster Square, will be removed to another site in the city. 


Bnenos Aires.— UNDERGROUND TRamMways.—The Muni- 
cipal Intendent has instructed the Public Works Department of the 
Municipality to draw up a scheme for the construction of a general 
system of underground tramways. It is considered that such 
& system is the only remedy for the enormous and stil 
growing street congestion of the city. It is understood that 
once the underground system is adopted, the surface lines in the 
central part of the city will be taken up. When the scheme is 
prepared, the Intendent will place it at the disposal of Argentine 
or foreign firms which may be interested in working such services. 
This new project is said to be quite apart from similar ones oon- 
templated by the Anglo-Argentine and the Lacroze Tramways 
Companies. Review of the Hiver Plate. 


Continental, —FRANCE.—As from April Ist, all omnibus 
and underground railway fares were raised in Paris. The minimum 
fare is now 5d., as compared with 14d. before the war. 

ITALY.—At the end of 1908 the question of the construction of a 
tramway line linking Cremonese and Lower Bresciano with the 
Lake of Garda was under consideration. Now a more ambitious 
scheme hag been formulated for a system starting from Leno and 
ending at Ponte S. Marco, and concentrating on that centre a con- 
siderable traffic. The alteration is owing to a conference recently 
called by the Sindaco of Montichiari of the various civic bodies 
interested, at which it was decided to link the Lower Bresciaro 
line to that connecting Virle Treponti, Bediasolo, and Padenghe 
at the most suitable spot, Ponte 8. Maroo. This arrangement 
oreates a direct junction between the Cremonese and Lower 
Brexiano railway and tramway lines and with the Valle Sabbis, 
and the future Trentino railway while serving the populous 
Valtenesi centres. Agreement has consequently been reached on 
the need for the carrying out of a track running from Leno to 
Ghedi, Montichiari, Cacinato, Ponte S. Marco, Bedizzole, with s 
link at Ponte S. Marco with the Valtenesi line. L Elettricista. 

AUSTRIA.— The Government has decided to complete the hydro- 
electric station started at Danófen, on Lake Spuller, in the Vorarl- 
berg, with a view to the electrification of the Vorarlberg railway. 
This station will work in parallel with the Lake Spuller station. 
The aggregate power of the plant, that of Lake Formarin includ 
totals 30,000 kw. The electrification is to be begun forthwith, and 
the line is expected to be working by the end of 1921. 

BELGIUM.—Tramway-car workers at Brussels struck work on 
April 4th ; they demand higher wages. 


Easter Tramway Strikes.—In spite of the general settle- 
ment of the claim of tramway employés for higher rates, averting #2 
Easter strike, several towns were without tramcars during Esster. 
Cardiff, Pontypridd, Llanelly, Manchester, Salford, and Oldbam 
employós refused to accept the terms of the award. After 
two or three days’ absence from duty the Swansea men resumed 
work on Monday. 


East Ham.—New Cars.—The Town Council has 
received sanction to a loan of £8,750 for the purchase of four new 
tramcars. 


Fares.— The Minister of Transport, on March 30th, 
introduced in the House of Commons a Bill to enable tramway 
undertakings to increase. fares to assist in meeting inc 
expenses and the demand for higher wages. 


Lancaster.—ALTERATIONS.— The Tramways Committee 
has considered suggestions for alterations in the tramway 80 
omnibus services, but has postponed further consideration pending 
the report of the expert engineer. Meanwhile, in order to prove 
a working margin, two new electric omnibuses are to be ome 
forthwith. 
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London.—“ SHoprine " FARES.— The special committee 
on tramways appointed by the London County Council recommends 
that no alteration be made with regard to children's fares. With 
regard to the introduction of return tickets, transfer tickets, and id. 
fares, the general manager estimates that there would be a loss in 
revenue of £100,000 on transfer tickets, £46,000 on 4d. fares, and 
£350,000 on return tickets. A further risk of loss of revenue in 
uncollected fares, additional cost of printing, checking, &c., is put 
at £80,000 a year. The adoption of any of these proposals, there- 
fore, is not recommended. It has been decided by the Highways 
Committee to recommend the adoption of special cheap fares in 
the slack hours, so as to encourage shopping and pleasure traffic. 

The L.C.C. tramway receipta for the full financial year were 

84,157,311, against £3,479,287. The proposed tramway extension 
at Park Royal will, it is estimated, cost £150,000. А lay-by is 
to be constructed at Finsbury Park to relieve the tramway traffic 
congestion. 
Some 400 electriciane and fitters in the repair section of the 
L. C. C. tramways went on strike on April 6th, owing to the locking 
out of some of their members for not working during the holidays. 
Several of them were asked to work through the Easter week-end, 
but demanded special holiday rates of pay. This was refused, and 
when the men presented i themselves after the holidays they were 
told they were not wanted. The strike was organised by the shop 
stewards, and the Trade Unions concerned denied official knowledge 
of the cessation of work. 


St. Annes.—TzAMwAY PuRCHASE.—Following a con- 
ference of representatives of St. Annes and Lytham Councils in 
London, an agreement has been reached regarding the sale of the 
Blackpool, Lytham, and St. Annes Tramway Co. Under this, St. 
Annes will take over the line and Lytham will receive a percentage 
of profit made on the section in ita area. 

Petitions have been nted to Colne Town Oouncil against the 
erection of a car shed in Keighley Road. 


Tramway Settlement.—The threatened strike of tram- 
way workers at Easter was only partly averted by the action of the 
Joint Industrial Council, which decided to allow the employés an 
immediate increase of бг. a week with an additional shilling as 
from June 1st next for those above 18 years of age. The claim put 
forward by the men was for an additional 10s. per week, which 
would have brought their earnings to 44s. above pre-war rates. 
Employés under 18 years of age are to receive half of the above 
increases. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Antipodes Island.— The Aldebaran, a French sloop of 
war, according to the Sydney Daily Telegraph, left Auckland, 
New Zealand, in January last, for Antipodes Island, in the far 
South Pacific. The object of her visit is to carry out wireless 
experiments, with a view to testing the practicability of 
establishing a wireless station at Antipodes Island. The ship will 
afterwards visit Noumea and the Society Islands. 


Automatic Telephones.— It is announced that an 
automatic telephone system, on the lines of that installed at Leeds, 
is to be established at Sheffield, the exchange to be on a site at the 
corner of Bow Street, near the Cathedral, and the Cutler's Hall. 
An early start in building is expected ; work has already begun 
on extension of the underground system of telegraph and telephone 
wiring. 

Automatic Wireless Transmitter.—Among the exhibits 
to be seen at the Aeronautical Exhibition, at Olympia, in July, 
there will be two types of wireless signalling apparatus for use on 
aeroplanes. Both are the invention of Mr. F. Wates. One of 
these, for use on commercial aeroplanes, consists of an aluminium 
case measuring about 6 in. square, and enclosing a mechanism 
constructed so that it will not readily get out of order under the 


severe conditions in which it will be used. The front of the - 


instrament has a series of measages engraved on plates in three 
rows. Alongside the messages are sockets into which a plug is 
inserted. On the right hand side of the case a handle is fitted. A 
plug is also provided attached to a lead, and is inserted in the 
desired socket. A handle is then depressed, and while it slowly 
returns to the normal position a signal in code is sent in Morse 
defining the message and preceded by the call sign of the 
machine and repeating. The advantage of the automatic trans- 
mitter is twofold. 1% enables signals to be sent in almost any 
circumstances, and it can be worked by the pilot himself, so that 
no operator need be carried. The first and simplest use to which 
this instrument might be put would be to install it in commercial 
aeroplanes fiying over a definite route. Aerodromes along the 


route would be provided with decoding tables, and the pilot could 


report, by the use of the simplest possible mechanism, his progress, 
the weather conditions, and his experience and intentions. The 
second apparatus is to be used primarily by aeroplanes working in 
conjunction with artillery, and by the use of an aeroplane photo- 
graph or a map attached to the instrument, messages relating to 
the observation of fire can be sent back tothe guns as easily as the 
messages sent to aerodromes by the first apparatus.— Zhe Times. 


China.—It is officially announced from Pekin that tele- 
graphic connection has been re-established by the Northern Com- 
y via Kiakhta with Petrograd and various points between 
Astrakhan and Archangel. Communications are limited to Govern- 
ment and Press and Consular messages, but nothing relating to 


Russian subjects is permissible. For eastward messages the line is 
reopened only as far as Verkhneudinak (east of Lake Baikal).— The 
Mes. 


France. — Postal charges were increased on April 1st; 
telegrams will now be 1d. instead of id. per word, and the tele- 
phone subscription is increased to £28, against £16, for unlimited 
service. 

M. Deschamps, French Minister of Posts and Telegraphs, has 
completed a scheme for reconstructing the French telephone 
service. The cost of the scheme is estimated at 1,500 million franos, 
and 250,000 miles of new trunk lines are to be laid to link Paris 
with all the important French provincial centres, and to develop 
international communication. A new trunk line between Paris 
and Strasbourg is to contain 100 pairs of circuits, which are to link 
up all towns in Alsace and Lorraine by means of 15,000 miles of 
wire. New lines are also proposed between Paris and Brussels, a 
direct one to Antwerp and Amsterdam, and fresh lines between 
Lyons and the Swiss and north Italian towns. A second Parie, 
Milan, Rome trunk line is to be installed. 


Ireland.—The Government authorities, owing to the 
frequency with which telephone and telegraph wires are cut in 
Ireland, are to make use of wireless telephony, and thus establish a 
means of communication which cannot be interfered with. The 
operators, according to the daily Press, are to be drawn from the Navy. 

The Clerk of the Listowel (Co. Kerry) Rural Council has received 
notice of a claim against that body for £100 by the Postmaster- 
General in respect of the damage done to the telegraph wires and 
poles on the oocasion of the recent attack on the Ballybunion police 
barracks, when all communication by wire was cut off for an 
entire day. 

At Limerick Quarter Sessions last week, County Court Judge 
Pigot awarded the Postmaster-General four sums of £10, £15, 822 
and £30 as compensation for the malicious cutting and damaging 
of telegraph wires on the oocasion of the attack on the Murroe 
polioe barracks. The amounts were ordered to be levied on the 
entire County of Limerick. 


Ships’ Wireless.—Such good results have been obtained 
by the new long-distance Marconi wireless sets on board the 
Cunarders Imperator, Mauretania, and Carmania, thatthe White 
Star vessels Olympic, Adriatic, Baltic, Celtic, Cedric, and Megantic 
are being similarly equipped, and will carry this new apparatus 
on their next sailings from England. All these ships will now 
have direct interoommunication with land over a distance of 1,400 
miles. Radiotelegrams intended for passengers may be handed in 
at any post office. The word Aberdeen must be included in the 
address after the name of the ship. The charge for such radio- 
telegrams is 103d. per word. 


Time Signals.—From Wednesday last the Eiffel Tower 
will transmit by wireless supplementary scientific time signals 
at a wave length of 2,600 metres, musical spark, each day at 10.30 
and 10.33 [Greenwich mean time]. Such signals have hitherto 
been transmitted at 11.30 p.m. at a wave length of 2,200 metres. 


Telephone Meter.—Mr. Eric Noble, of the telephone 
branch of the N. S. W. Government Railway Department, and 
formerly in the Commonwealth Telephone Department, haa, 
according to the Sydney Morning Herald, perfected what he regards 
as a simple meter to enable subscribers to register their own 
effective telephone calls, and suitable alike for automatic and 
common-battery manual systems. The device, he claims, has been 
tested with success, and also has been tried out in the G.P.O., 
Sydney and at Melbourne. The chief electrical engineer to the 
Commonwealth has, however, rejected the devioe, because to enable 
city subscribers to make use of the meter it would be necessary to 
make an alteration to the circuit. 


United States.— The Marconi Co.'s station at Carnarvon 
is said to be ready for opening regular wireless telegraphic traffic 
between this country and the U.S.A. The inauguration of the 
service depends on how soon the station at Belmar, New York, can 
be got ready; a tornado destroyed the aerials at the American 
station some time ago. 


Wireless D. F. Stations. — An Admiralty Notice to 
Mariners, No. 524 of 1920, in the London Gazette, relates to the 
use of wireless direction-finding stations by the mercantile marine. 
The Admiralty has recently received evidence from various sources 
that the existence of wireless direction-finding stations in the 
United Kingdom, France, Canada, and the United States, and the 
regulations under which these stations are operated, are not as 
generally known throughout the mercantile marine as is desirable. 
On the other hand, returns rendered by the stations in the United 
Kingdom show that where the system is known to masters it is 
beginning to be more extensively used. 


Wireless Telephony.— The Controller-General of Civil 
Aviation, Major-General Sir F. H. Sykes, left Croydon Aerodrome, 
on March 31st, by aeroplane for Paris in order to consult with the 
Civil Aviation authorities. The aeroplane was equipped with a 
wireless telephonic installation fitted by the Marconi Co., and the 
opportunity was taken to carry out wireless telephonic communi- 
cation with the aerodromes en route on both sides of the Channel. 
The result shows the value (states the Air Ministry) of the system 
both for purposes of keeping in touch with aeroplanes from the 
ground and for informing pilots of the weather conditions ahead 
of them. 

Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co, has purchased a D.H. 6-type of 
aeroplane, to be used for wireless research work as applied to 
aircraft. 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the par ragr aph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTRICAL REVIEW in whio " Official 
Notice" appeared.) 

OPEN. 
Australia, — PERTH. — May 8rd. Postmaster-General's 


Department. Insulators. bolts, brackets, &c. Schedule 673. 
(April 2nd.) 
April 14th. Post master-General's Department. Telegraph and 


telephone instruments and parts. Schedule 671. (April 2nd.) 
May 14th. Government of Western Australia. One 7, 500-K W. 
turbo-alternator and condensing plant. (See this issue.) 


Bedwellty. — April 12th. Urban District Council: 


Electric wiring, fittings, &c. at Pengam and Aberbargoed. (March 
26th.) 


Belglum.—April 10th. Municipal authorities of Belgrade 
(Province of Namur). In connection with the local electric light- 
ing scheme: (1) Transfofmer cabin and L. r. distribution mains; 
(2) supply and erection of H.T. overhead main. 

April 17th. Post and Telegraph Authorities, La Salle de la 
Madeleine, Brussels. Supply of a large quantity of telephone 
apperatus and accessories. Particulars (Cahier des Special Charges 
No. 520) from the address given above. 

Société Nationale des Chemins de Fer Vicinaux, of Brussels (48, 
Rue Montoyer) Supply of large quantity of copper wire, suitable 
for the re-winding of the armatures of tramway electric motors. 

The D. O. T. learns that the Telephone Administration of a 
Belgian municipality is anxious to place a large order immediately 
for flexible telephone cable for movable posts ; 20,000 metres will, 
eventually, be required. The address of the Chief Engineer, to 
whom quotations should be forwarded, may be obtained by United 


Kingdom firms upon application to the Department of оа 
Trade. 


Canterbury.—April 19th. Electricity Department. One 
1,000-Kw. three-phase turbo-alternator, surface condensing plant, 
two rotary converters, superheater, &c. (March 26th.) 


Cardiff.— April 29th. Corporation. One 5,000-Kw. 
turbo-alternator and condensing plant. (See this issue.) 


Darlington.— April 19th. Electricity Department. One 
water-tube boiler. (April 2nd.) 


Edinborgh.—April 26th. Electricity Supply Depart- 


ment, Е.н.т. paper-inaulated lead-covered cables. (April 2nd.) 
Eastbourne.— April 16th. Electricity Department. 


Supply and erection of one water cooling tower. (March 26th.) 


Glasgow. —Apri! 12th. Tramways Department. One 
10 000-Kw. turbo-alternator and one rotary converter; also electric 
lighting installation in connection with the Town Council's housing 
scheme at Gilshochill. Burgh Electrical Engineer. 


Great Yarmouth.—April 16th. Electricity Department. 
One 2,000-Kw. turbo-alternator, one 750-K w. rotary converter and 
transformer, and one 750-Kw. frequency changer. (March 19th.) 


Margate.— April 15th. Town Council. Electric light 
installation, pavilion and winter gardens, Mr. J. E. Saxby, Manager, 


Salford.—Tramways Committee. Tramway rails. General 
Manager, 32, Blackfriars Street, Manchester. 


Spain. — The Gijon-Musel Port Works Board is calling 
for tenders for three electric cranes for the service of the port. 
May 18th. Provincial authorities of La Corunna. For the 
concession for the construction and working of an electric 
tramway between La Corunna and Sada. The adjudication is merely 
formal, the Compania des Tranvias de la Corunna having applied for 
the concession. 


Sunderland.— April 28th. Electricity Departmeut. Water- 
tube boilers, superheateis, stokers, economisers and chimneys; one 
1.000-Kw. rotary converter. Specifications, &c. (£1 each), from 
General Manager, Electricity Works, Dunning Street, 


Tasmanla.— I AUNCESTOxN.— June 7th. City Council. 


One 1.000. K. v. A. hydro turbo-alternator, with switchgear, City 
Electrical Engineer, Town Hall, Launceston. 


CLOSED. 


Australia. —MELROURNE.—City Council. Accepted :— 


Electricity recording meters, £930, —Met -Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Spare parts for rotary converter, £1,028,—Met.-Vickers Eiectrical Co., 
Lta. (recommended). — Tenders, 


Batley.—The Electric Lighting Committee has condition- 


nlly placed an order with the Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co. 
for a rotary converter and switchgear. 


Cambridge.— Mental Hospital, Visitors :— d 


Electric fire alarms.—Mr. Negus, £96. 


Gillingham (Kent).— Town Council :— 


8-ton electric crane.—Anderson, Grice & Co., £1,865. 


Glasgow.— Tramways Department. Accepted :— 
Cable.—B.I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 


Armature coils (6,000 each).--P. R. Jackson & Co., Ltd., Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 


Gear cases.—Equipment & Engineering Co. 


75 car motor equipments; ым brake equipments, — Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., 


Halifax. Tramways & Electricity Committee Accepted: 
rte 5 -Houston Co., Ltd. — 10, 000 Kw. steam turbo-alterna tor, 


Worthington- Simpson, Ltd. Surface condensing plant, pumps, &c., £25,272. 


Lancashire.— The following contracts have been secured 
by the Cork and District Electric Supply Co., Ltd. :— 
Ulverstone Palladium Kinema.— Electrical equipment, £1,100. 


Newby Bridge, Swan Hotel. —Engine, dynamo, battery and wiring, £150. 
Graythwaite, Silverholme.—Enyine, dynamo, battery and wiring, £475. 


London.— St. Panoras.—Highways, Sewers and Public 
Works Committee. Supply of motor wagons, with interchangeable 
water-van bodies :— à 

Galls. Price. 


General Vehicle Co.—83 · ton electric, water: tank body. 760 21,760 
Mossay & Co., Ltd.—83-ton * Orwell ” electric .. 700 1,673 


Electromobile (Leeds), Ltd.—34-ton electric ` 750 1,945 
Edison Accumulators, Ltd.—2.ton “ Edison" electric. 50 1,57] 
Newton Bros. (Derby), Ltd.—84-ton electric .. . . 750 1,718 
Tilling-Stevens Motors, Ltd.—3/4- ton petrol.electric .. 750 1,650 
Lacre Motor Car Co.—2.ton “ Lacre "' petrol tipping wagon 450 1,339 
Eagle Engineering Co., Ltd.—'' Dennis petrol. 750 =1,487* 


J. L. Thornycroft & Go., Ltd. —Bi-ton J" type petrol 750 1,495 
Hailey's Indus. Mtrs., Ld.—4-ton second-hand re- ршн petrol 750 — 1,000t 
Atkinson & Co.—5-ton steam  .. .. 1,000 1,625 


Clayton & Bhuttleworth.—5-ton steam M “4 .. 1,000 1,520 
*Extras for side-tipping body; end-tipping body. 
horn, &c.; one vehicle only. 
The Committee considers the electrically-lriven vehicles would 
be more economical in cost of working, being simpler in construc- 
tion and more easily controlled, lees liable to accidents and cheaper 
in running costs, and that the Orwell vehicle is the most suitable 
for the Council's purposes, and recommends the purchase of two 
Orwell vehicles, at £1,673 each. 
HAMMERSMITH.—Cartage, Cemetery and Town Hall Committee. 
34-ton electric vehicle for street watering and house refuse collection, 
with tipping gear, &c. :— 


+Extras for tool kit, lamps , 


Edison Accumulators, Ltd.. ig RN Va £1,687 each. 
Mossay & Co., Ltd. (recom. is vs $5 1.556* „F 
Electtomoblie (Leeds), Ltd.. $3 4,130 „, 
General Vehicles Co., Ltd. .. vs 1 € 


*Bix Orwell electric vehicles. 


Electricity Committee. Recommended. High and low-pressure 
steam valves in connection with the new Stirling boiler :— 


J. Shaw, Son & Greenhalgh, ee com Ке .. £221 
J. Hopkinson & Co., Ltd. es < 249 
Cockburns, Ltd. .. T we ` ae ee 265 


Steel frame-work for furnace tor new boiler : — 


Foster Construction Co., ше . E "M .. 6131 
Aston Construction Co. e 5 e 1061 
Measures Bros., Ltd. са ә е я ЗР 160 


St. Helens.—Tramways Ge thee: du — 


Four top covers.—English Electric Co., Ltd. 
Motors for four cars.—Metropolitan- Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 


Whitwood.— Urban District Council. Accepted tender : 


B. Rushworth, Shipley.—Electrician's work for the Wood Lane housing 
scheme. 


Decimal Coinage- and the Metric System.—With a 
view to checking the progress of the metric system in the 
United States and this country, Mr. F. A. Halsey prepared 
and circulated extensively pamphiets purporting to show that 
the system had not obtained any toothold in the United States, 
and that it had proved a failure in South America. In the 
Decimal Educator (the journal of the Decimal Association) 
for September last, the former was critically examined and 
shown to afford no real indication of the attitude of American 
manufacturers towards the metric system, while it was ex- 
plained that no metric measure vet Introduced had proposed 
to compel manufacturers to adopt it inside their works—it 
can only be imposed by legislation upon commercial transac- 
tions, and therefore would in no way affect. manufacturing 
operations unless the owner of the works voluntarily adopted 
it. In the following issue (December) the second pamphlet 
was dealt with, and 24 letters from merchants, consuls, and 
other South American authorities were printed, repudiating 
in the strongest terms the suggestion that the metric system 
had not been successful in Latin American countries. A 
further instalment of letters from engineers, bankers, and 
other residents in Latin America was published in the issue 
for March, in which identical views were expressed, and 
Mr. Halsey's statements were emphatically denied. In the 
last-named issue Sir Auckland Geddes’ recent objections to 
the metric system were effectively answered, and articles 
appeared on the advantages of decimal coinage, the Inter- 
national Bureau of Weights and Measures, &. 
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FORTHCOMING ` EVENTS. 


Junior Institution of Engineers.— Friday, April 9th. At 7.80 p.m. At 39, 
Victoria Street, 8.W. turette on The Development and Manufacture 
of the Thermionic Valve," by Mr. A. H. Howe, 


North of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical Engineers.— 
Saturday, April 10th. At the Wood Memorial Hall, Newcastle-on-T yne. 
At 2 o'clock. General meeting. | 


Association of Engineers-in-Charge.— Saturday, April 10th. At St. Bride's 
Institute, Ludgate Circus, Е.С. At 7.80 p.m. Social and dance. 
Wednesday, April 14th. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on Hygienic Principles 
of Ventilation and Heating,'' by Prof. L. Hill. 


Salford Technical and eering Association. — Saturday, April 10th. 
At the Royal Technical Institute. At 7 p.n. Lecture on Water-softening 
Plant,“ by Mr. T. Whitehead. 


International Building Trades Exhibition.— April 10th to 24th. At Olympia, 
London, W. . 


Society of Engineers. Monday, April 12th. At Burlington House, W. At 
6. 0 p.m. apers on Flood Prevention Works at Troon, Avrahire, and 
the Action of Sea Water on Concrete, by Prof. E. R. Matthews. 


ition of Engineerieg and Shipbuilding Draughtsmena.— Monday, 
April 13th. At the Technical School, Barrow-in-Furness. At 7.30 p.m. 
Paper on Critical Speed of Shafts,” by Mr. G. E. W. Johnson. 


Friday, April 16th. At the University, Sheffield. At 7.30 p.m. Paper 
on * Reinforced Concrete Beams, by Mr. J. Olaughton. 


Royal Society of Arts.—Monday, April 12th. At John Street, Adelphi, W.C. 
Be m Cantor lecture on Aluminium and its Alloys," by Dr. W. 
n А 


Royal institution of Great Britain.—Tuesday, April 18th. At Albemarle 
Street, W. At 8 p.m. Lecture on Recent Advances in X-Ray Work, by 
Major G. W. C. aye. ! ' 

Friday, April 16th. At 9 p.m. Lecture оп Ions and Nuclei,” by 
Prof. J. A. McCleiland, F. R. S. 


Institution of Civil Eagineers.—Tuesday, April 18th. At the Institution, 
Gt. George Street, B. W. At 5.30 p.m. Papers on “The Richborough 
Military Transportation Depot," by Lieut.-Col. J. K. Robertson,“; anion 
8 3 ar Department Cioss- Channel Train- Ferry, by Major F. О. 

nford. 


Industrial League and Council.—Wednesday, April 14th. At 82, Victoria 
Street, 8. W. Lecture on Results Achieved in Industry by Modern 
Methods, by Mr. J. F. Butterworth. 


Manchester Wireless Club.— Wednesday, April 14th. At 335, Oxford Road, 
Manchester. At 8 p.m. Lecture on Radio-Telepbony,’’ by Мг. A. 
Couyoumdjiam. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. —Thursday, April 15th. At 6 p.m. At 
the. Institution of Civil Eugineers, Gt. George Street, S. W. Eleventh 
Kelvin lecture on Modern Marine Problems,“ by Dr. C. V. Drysdale. 


(Western Centre).—Monday, Aprill9th. At the South Wales Institute 
of Engineers, Cardiff. At 7 p.m. Lecture on Thermionic Valves,“ by 
Prof. E. Bacon. 

(Students' Meeting). — Monday, April 12th. At the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineere, Btorey's Gate, S. W. At 8 p.m. Joint discussion 
with the Graduates’ Association of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 
оп “ The Bix-hour Working Day and its Effect on Industry.“ 

Friday, April 16th. At Faraday House, Southampton Row, W. At 
7 p. in. per on The Vacuum Tube as a Transmitter and Receiver of 
Continuous Waves, by Mr. J. scott-Tagyart. 


(North-Western Centre). — Tuesday, April 13th. At the Engineers’ 
Club, Manchester. Ati p. m. Annual general meeting and smoking concert, 


(Scottish Centre). Tuesday, April 18th. At 207, Bath Street, Glasg w. 
At 7.30 p. m. Lecture on Highland Water- Power, by Mr. J. М. Mu. ro. 
Annual general meeting. | 


. (South-Midland Centre).— Wednesday, April 14th. Atthe University, 
Birmingham. At" p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


North-East Coast Institution of Engineers aud Shipbuilders.—Frida-, 

April 16th. At the Literary and ilosophical Society, Westgate Кола, 
Newcastie-on-Tyne. At 6.15 pm. Paper on Casting and Treatment of 
Steel,“ by Dr. J. H. Andrew. | 


МОТЕЗ. 


Chanuel Tonnel.—Although sanction to construct the 
Channel tunnel has not yet been given by Parliament, the task of 
moving back the railway station platforms throughout the Great 
Northern Railway system to allow clearance for the passage of 
Continental trains when the tunnel is opened, has, according to the 
daily Prees, been begun. The work of increasing the distance 
between platforms will take several years, and it is understood 
that the first station to be completed will be Finsbury Park. 


‚ Motor-Car Lighting.—The Accessories and Components 


Committee of the Society of Motor Traders and Manufacturers has. 


appointed a Sub-Committee to confer with the British Engineering 
Standards Association with regard to standardising a small oentre- 
contact lampholder in addition to one having a double contact. 


Fatality.—On March 30th, Hetty Pape, a servant, at 
St. Annes, when having a bath, used an electric hair-drier ; later 
she was found dead in the bath. At the inquest at Blackpool, Dr. 
Tennant said there were burns over the eye-brow, to the hair, and 
on the left arm ; a low voltage of 240 should not kill a normally 
healthy person. He thought deceased had had an attack of 
syncope, and was drowned. Mr. J. H. Clothier, electrical 
engineer, said the girl might have been startled by a blow of 
copper dust, but he could see nothing wrong with the drier. He 
agreed that it was almost impossible to kill anyone with 240 volts. 
A verdict that deceased was accidentally drowned as a result of 
syncope, caused by burns from the electric drier, was returned. 


- Electricity in the Bakery.—A great deal of electrical 
plant for use in the bakehouse was on view at the Bakers’ Exhibi- 
tion recently held in the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. There is every 
indication that electrical methods are gaining ground in this 
direction, | 


Rubber Trades Exhibition,—This international exhibi- 
tion is to be held at the Royal Agricultural Hall, London, from 
June 3rd to 17th, 1921. 


An Electric Motor Scooter. — With regard to the 
increasing popularity of motor scooters, an electrically-propelled 
machine is shortly to be put on the market by the G.N.U. Motor 
and Accessories Co., of Westbourne House, Westbourne Grove, 
London, W., under the name Newton-Burgoyne." 


The B.A. Meeting.—This year’s meeting takes place at 
Cardiff, from August 24th to 28th, under the presidenoy of Prof. 
W. A. Herdman. 


Educational.—The annual report of University College, 
London, has just been issued. The total number of students for 
the session 1918-19 was 2,048, an increase of 977 on the previous 
year. This increase took place after the Armistice, and mainly in 
January, 1919, and consisted almost exclusively of ex-ser vioe men. 
Arrangements were made whereby the ex-service men Who 
resumed work in January, 1919, were enabled to complete a full 
session’s work by the beginning of August, and most of them 
succeeded in so doing. 

The total revenue of the college for the year 1918-19 was 
£75,781, of which £26,304 was from fees. The total expenditure 
was £77,824, causing a deficit of $2,210. This deficit arises from 
the increase in salaries that has become necessary, and generally 
from the increased cost of running the college. 

The report sets out the scheme for the War Memorial, which is 
as follows :—(a) A war memorial album; memorial tablets; 
scholarships. (5) A great hall for the use of the college and 
medical school. (c) The endowment of University College Hall, 
Ealing. The sum of £30,000 is needed for this purpose, of which 
2 5,000 has been subscribed. Members of the college who have not 
yet received the War Memorial statement are requested to com- 
municate with the Secretary of the War Memorial. 

The Board of Education states that the Draft, dated October 28th, 
1919, of the Technical Schools, &c. (Amending), Regulations ( No. 2), 
1919, has been confirmed without amendment. The Draft now 
becomes Technical Schools, &c. (Amending), Regulations (No. 2), 
1920, and copies can bs purchased through any bookseller (price 
Id.), or directly from H.M. Stationery Office, Imperial House, 
Kingsway, London, W.C. 2 (price by post 14d.). 


Appointments Vacant.—Charge engineer (458. + 20 
per cent. + £90) for the City of Carlisle Electricity Department ; 
mains superintendent (£380) for the Stoke-on-Trent Corporation 
Electricity Department ; telegraph foreman (£372) for the Post 
and Telegraph Department of the Government of the Gold Coast. 
See our advertisement pages to-day. Pg 


Wireless Operators.—Both before and during the war 
wireless operators on board ship have won the highest praise by 
their behaviour in the face of danger. They are paid by the 
Marconi Co., but, in order to comply with the Merchant Shipping 
Act, they reoeive & nominal monthly salary from the ship. As 
salvage awards are divided among the crew in proportion to their 
pay, "sparks" gets very little, although the job generally means as 
little rest for him as for anybody else. To Mr. Justice Hill belongs 
the credit of making a special order in a recent case before him 
that the wireless operator should rank with the fourth engineer. 


- Aerodrome Ligntlag.— Among Ше! aerodrome lighting 
installations carried out by Julius Pintsch & Co., of Berlin, ia, says 
Luſtil acts, a system of eight bucket lights sunk in the ground 
symmetrically about a central light and about 40 metres from it, 
marking the cardinal points. The lights are switched on and off 
by a wind vane, and so give the airman the direction of the wind at 
any moment, four lighte being always occulted, and the remaining 
five forming a pointer. Thick glass covers are fitted over the lights 
so that aircraft oan run over them without danger of breakage. 
Other products of this firm are lighthouses with wandering fan- 
shaped beam, aeroplane landing prejectors supplied by a small 
dynamo or accumulator, workshop lights,-searchlights, and alarm 
signala.—7echnical Reriew. 


Norwegian Official Amenities.—The Еше electric 
station, which has just been handed over to the Communal 
Authorities of Haugesund, Stavangar, and which contains two 
turbo-generator sets, each of 2,500 KW., апа a pressure of 5,000 
volte, has only been completed after overcoming serious difficulties 
which arose through the war. Mr. Valentinsen, the engineer, etates 
that the greatest diffioulty was experienced with the Norwegian 
authorities, pot from reluctance to assist, but from clumsiness and 
inefficient administration. Thus the many. Government depart- 
ments with which the contractors hai constantly to be in touch 
seemed to have little comprehension of the questions put before 
them for decision, and every instance was treated in an incomplete 
manner. Ав а curiosity, the engineer refers to the arrival of plant 
from Germany, but which the authorities refused to allow to be 
delivered until the bill of lading had been endorsed by the 
Chemical Materials Department at Christiania. The bill of lading 
was sent in with an application for immediate return as every day 
wasted implied a loss of money. What was the result? No reply 
was received, and a telegiaphic inquiry also failed to produce an 
answer. Under these circumstances, the engineer was compelled 
to travel to Christiania in order to get the matter cleared up. He 
was there informed that the reason for the delay was that a lady 
in the department was suffering from influenza, and the delivery of 
goods in different parts of the country was consequently stopped. 
This case does not stand alone, as a similar instance occurred three 
weeks later with another cargo of goods, | 
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Electric Lamps in Mines.— As a protest against the non- 
provision of electric lamps tn the mine—whioh, they claim, give 
more safety and a better light below ground—1,400 men employed 
at the Tirpentwys Colliery, Pontypool, have given a fortnight’s 
notice to cease work. 


German Electrotechnics.—In a Berlin paper, Heinrich 
Müller, engineer, of Offenbach, discusses war-time electrotechnical 
progress. The special aim during that period was to develop along 
the lines of standardisation and specialisation. Motors for winding 
engines attained a capacity of 4,000 H.P., and those for reversing 
rolis 22,000 H.P. In electric railway traction on the D.C. system a 
limit of 3,500 volts pressure had, so far, been reached. The use of 
alternating current on railways has since reached an average pres- 
sure of 15,000 volts. No advance on these figures is anticipated. 
Germany has in operation long-distance conductors of from 110,000 
to 150,000 volts, whilst generators have been built of a capacity 
of 50,000 k. v. A. The capacity of German electrical works has 
attained on an average 120,000 Kw. The power station at Berlin 
has an output of 220,000 KW. An increase up to 500.000 Kw. is 
possible. An increase also in the preasure of conductors and the 
capacity of generators is considered to present no difficulties. It 
is admitted that aluminium, as a substitute for copper, does not 
present equal value or advantages, at any rate, in the construction 
of electrical machinery and transformers. There is said to be only 
a poor future before the utilisation of aluminium in electrical 
manufacture ; it is only in the building of transformers that it is 
possible to arrive at approximately equal losses with aluminium as 
with copper. The additional work involved is, however, so great, 
that makers are not likely to resort to aluminium to any extent. 
It is thought that some advantage may be gained from the use of 
electrolytic iron and sheet alioys. In switchgear and such 
apparatus copper may be replaced by aluminium in some cases. 
The distribution system is, however, the best direction for the sub- 
stitution of aluminium for copper. During the war substitution 
had to be extensively practised 1n the case of insulated conductors. 
In view, however, ot the improved position of rubber supplies, 
replacement of this material no longer needs to be contemplated. 
As an example of the benefits of standardisation, reference is made 
to a factory connected with the electric lighting industry whose 
price list used to include 13,000 different items ; this number has 
been reduced to 6,000, and it is to be further diminished to 3,000. 


Motor-car Headlights.—In his introduction to a dis- 
cussion at a recent meeting of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society, Mr. J. W. T. Waish, M.A., gave a briet outline 
of the history of the subject of motor-car headlights, including 
mention of experiments carried out at various times by the 
R. A. C. and other authorities. The interim report ot the 
committee set up by the Ministry of ‘Transport was quoted; 
the points noticed were that, first, no satisfactory device 
combined a safe driving light with freedom from dazzling 
effects; secondly, that the types of lamps in general use at 
the present time were far too powerful; and thirdly, that, 
pending the discovery of a satisfactory dimming device, a 
inaximum power should be fixed compatible with safety in 
driving. An American Committee set up for the same pur- 
pose made several recommendations in this respect. This 
committee thought that all lampe should be such that no 
light was projected above & plane 42 in. from the road and 
parallel to it, but no lateral limit wae put forward.  Limita- 
tion of candle power was favoured, and also the fixing of a 
minimum of .001 foot-candle of illumination. It was con- 
sidered that the spread of headlights should be at least 
10 ft. measured 50 to 100 ft. from the front of the car. 
No objection was offered to the use of yellow or amber- 
coloured headlights. These recommendationg were endorsed 
and to some extent amplified by the London Safety First 
Council. Existing rules regarding car lights are much more 
explicit in the U.S.A. than in this country. The New York 
regulations require that front lights must be visible 250 ft. 
an the direction in which the vehicle is proceeding, and in 
Connecticut the rules for car lights are baeed upon the re- 
commendations of the committee referred to above. Mr. 
Walsh gave the following points to be considered in the dis- 
cussion of this subject: (I) What value should be assigned for 
the minimum range of headlights? (2) What is the minimum 
permissible power? (3) What should be the limits assigned 
to the width of the beam? (4) Should any recommendations 
be inade with regard to the illumination of the road between 
, the car and the point of minimum range? (5) Is it desirable 
to fix a limiting horizontal plane or to restrict the candle- 
power in directions above a fixed plane? (6) Should a maxi- 
mum value be assigned to headlights? (7) Should supple- 


mentary requirements be enforced governing the illumination 


of the area adjacent to the car? (8) Is it desirable that means 
should be provided to enable drivers to diminish the power 
of the lights according to the intensity of street lighting, &c.? 
(9) Should headlights turn with the steering wheel to afford 
an indication of the car's direction? (10) Is it practicable to 
provide a rear signalling light to indicate what the driver is 
about to do? and (11) Is there any available information 
regarding the fog-piercing effects of a yellow-coloured beam? 


Brake Tests оп a Kaplan Turbine,— Literature hitherto 
published concerning the Kaplan water turbine has been con- 
cerned chiefly with the history of the development of this 
machine. Sufficient information has been given to make it 
evident that the turbine departs widely from the principles 
of design hitherto accepted, but there has been some feeling 


that the resulte claimed in point of efficiency, flexibility, and 
speed have been inadequately supportd by experimental evi- 
dence. Such doubts appear now to be removed by & paper 
in Klectrotechnik u. Maschinen bau describing brake teste 


undertaken by Berthold Blume! (Vienna) in collaboration 


with. Prof. Budau. The machine tested was a &ngle-wheel, 
horizontal shaft turbine, type KTc, with a specific speed 
of 700 to 800. The flow was about 1,400 litres/sec. at times 
of high water, and about half this amount in the dry season. 
The mean head was about 3 m. The test arrangements are 
described in the original paper, and appear to have been 
quite satisfactory. brake tests were conducted at four ad- 
inissions corresponding to flows of 420, 020, 1,000, and 1,100 
litres/sec. With each admission in turn, tests were made 
at speeds of 350, 380, 420, and 450 R.P.M. Curves in the 
paper show that the efficiency was high and remarkably 
uniform over á wide range of speed. The curves for 40 per 
cent. admission show, for unit speeds n,=219 to 280, ©, =280 
to 252 litres/sec., and efficiency from 81 per cent. up to 83 
per cent., and down to 78 per cent. again. Corresponding 
figures for 50 per cent. admission: n, = 220 to 281; Q,=340 to 
316 litres/sec; efficiency = 85-86-82 per cent. At 100 per cent. 
admission, n,=228 to 296; Q,-6:U to 674 litres/sec.; and 
efficiency = 88.5-84-82 per cent. At 115 per cent. admission, 
ni = 284 to 342; ©,=6%0 to 870 litres / sec.; and efficiency = 
80.5-81-75 per cent. These results are considerably better than 


can be obtained from & Francis-type turbine, which becomes 


more sensitive to variations in head and flow as the speed is 
increased. The efficiency of the Kaplan turbine is affected 
by variations in speed and flow to a less extent than that of 
any other type of turbine yet developed. This advantage 
is combined with that of remarkably high specific speed. 
After six months’ service the above-mentioned turbine showed 
по appreciable wear and had required no repairs. | 
Admitting the validity of these test data and bearing in 
mind the fact that oe Kaplan turbines are under 
construction with which it is hoped to obtain reasonable effi- 
ciency in conjunction with specific speeds up to 1,600, it is 
evident that we have here a type of turbine which will make 
possible the economic utilisation of many low and medium 
talls hitherto incapable of efficient development owing to fluc- 
tuations in head and flow—a type of fall which is very com- 
monly met with in this country. It would be interesting 
to have a clear statement of the number and horse-power of 
Kaplan turbines already in use, and a statement as to the 
horse-power up to which these machines can be built. 


Electrically-Heated Dwellings In Switzerland.— Under 
this somewhat vague heading, M. Hottinger discusses in the 
Schweizerischer Bauzettung the future position with regard 
to Switzerland’s coal requirements, and the possibilities of 
electrical energy for heating purposes. According to the 
Technical Review, the writer states that a saving in coal 
can be effected by converting steam bakeries into electric, 
as it has been found by experiments that the former consume 
about 1,000 short cals. per kg. of bread baked, and the latter 
only 300 cals. The writer has made a rough calculation of 
the quantity of electric energy that would be required to 
give the same useful effect as coal used qua coal, and on the 
1913 coal basis this works out at 17 thousand million Kw.- 
hours. He suggests that when the water-power resources 
are fully developed they will yield some 20 thousand million 
KW.-hours per annum at high-water level, the present yield 
being only 2.75 thousand million Kw.-hours. He then enters 
into exhaustive calculations showing the amount of energy 
required to heat dwelling-houses, offices, &c., the result of 
which shows that, on an average January day, only 35 per 
cent. of the population could cover their heating requiremente 
from the fully-develo water-power resources of the country. 
When this position has been attained, population will have 
increased, and industrial requirements will be higher; and, 
moreover, the large industrial concerns which will be lar 
consumers in the summer months, will also be retained in 
the winter. Large-scale heating by electrically-heated boilers 
in conjunction with coal-fired plants is destined to play a 
considerable part in the country during the September-Novem- 
ber and March-May periods, but for the coldest months the 
only solution lies in the use of coal as heretofore, and power 
from large hydroelectric stations. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—The following have been 
nominated by the Council for the vacancies which will occur in the 
offices of president, vice-presidente, honorary treasurer, and 
ordinary members of Council on September 30th, 1920 :— 

President (One vacancy).—Ll. B. Atkinson, Cable Maker, Sardinia 
House, Sardinia Street, W.C. 

Vice- Presidents (Three vacancies).—Dr. W. Н. Eccles, Professor 
of Electrical Engineering and Applied Physics, City and Guilds 
Technical College, Leonard Street, E. C.; J. 8. Highfield, consulting 
engineer, 36, Victoria Street, S. W.: 8. L. Pearce, C.B.E., chief 
engineer, Manchester Corporation Electricity Department. 

Hon. Treasurer (One vacancy).—J. Devonshire, managing 
director, London and Suburban Traction Co., Ltd., Electric Raiiway 
House, Westminster, З.М. 
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Ordinary Members of Council. Members (Six vacancies).—F. 
Gill. European Chief Engineer, International Western Electric Со, 
Norfolk House, Victoria Embankment, W.C.; P. V. Hunter, joint 
manager, Callender's Cable and Construction Co., Ltd., Hamilton 
House, Victoria Embankment, E.C.; J. F. Nielson, electrical 
engineer, Messrs. John Brown & Co., Ltd., Clydebank ; W. Noble, 
Engineer-in-Chief, General Post Office, E.C. ; A. P. Pyne, director, 
Redheugh Iron and Steel Oo., Ltd., Gateshead: Dr. A. Russell, 
principal, Electrical Standardising, Testing, and Training Insti- 
tution, Faraday House, Southampton Row, W.C.; F. Ryan, chief 
engineer, Eastern and Associated Telegraph Companies, Electra 
House, Moorgate, E.C. ; W. O. Smith, director, Messrs. Elliott Bros. 
(London), Ltd., Lewisham, S.E. 

In making the nominations, the Council has put forward the 
names of members who, together with those remaining on the 
Council, will represent various branches of the electrical profession, 
and the list is accompanied by an analytical statement showing 
the allocation of the nominations to the interests concerned. 

WESTERN CENTRE SUMMER MEETING.—At the invitation of 
the Committee of this Centre (Mr. Arthur Ellis, chairman), a 
summer meeting of the Institution will be held at the Western 
Centre on July 18th to 16th, 1920. The provisional programme 
includes receptions by civic authorities, dinners, and other public 
functions, as well as visits to works and places of interest at 
Cardiff, Newport. Caerphilly, Bristol, Weston-super-Mare, Wells, 
Cheddar, Swansea, and district, and the Cower Coast. A supple- 
mentary excursion to Hereford is also proposed for those members 


who are desirous of taking part, when visitors will be received by 


the Corporation, and visits paid to farms (electroculture), factories, 
&c. In the case of members residing in Bristol, Cardiff, Newport, 
Swansea, and adjoining districts who may not wish to take part in 
the whole of the meeting, arrangements will be made for thenr to 
do so on individual days. The presence of ladies at the meeting is 
cordially invited. It is requested that early application be made 
for tickets to the Secretary of the Institution, at 1, Albemarle 
Street, W. 1. 

INFORMAL SOCIAL EVENING.—On March 29th an informal 
smoking concert was held at the Albert Tavern, Victoria Street, 
Westminster ; Mr. R. Rankin occupied the chair, and Mr. Roger T. 
Smith, president, was present, while there was a large attendance 
of members of the Institution and their friends. The formal pro- 
gramme was replaced by an informal “ List of probable perpetrators 
of atrocities," with ''forecasts of the direction in which their 
criminal instincts are likely to lead them," Mr. Rankin being (not 
unjustly) canonised— or should we say stigmatised ?—as the chief 
humorist.” Mr. W. E. Warrilow, who, as chief tragedian, was 
to "disinter some depressing anecdotes," was unfortunately pre- 
vented by illness in his family from attending. A full orchestra 
performed at frequent intervals, and other artistes were Messrs. 
Ambler, Brandon, Corthesy and Kelman, with Mr. W. E. Bradshaw 
at the piano, where he gave an excellent skit on "Our Works." 
The occasion was unquestionably a success, and will no doubt be 
encored next season. 


Institute of Marine Engineers. —The recently published annual 
report for the Session 1919-20 announces an increase in the 
total membership of 147. Lord Weir, of Eastwood, has consented 
to continue in office as President for the current year. A list is 
given of papers and lectures delivered during the session, including 
а paper uvon “The Electrification of Ships,” by Captain 
Durtnall, R.A.F. Various awards for papers, and the allotment 
of scholarships are noted. 


Iron and Steel Institute.— The annual meeting will take place 
at the Institution of Civil Engineers in London on Thursday and 
Friday, May 6th and 7th. It will be continued in Sheffield on 
Friday, May 14th. Dr. J. E. Stead, F.R.S., will preside. The list 
of papers to be read in London inoludes the following :— 

C. A. Ablett: Direct Current compared with Three-phase 
Current for driving Steel Works plant.” 

W. E. Hughes: Some Defects in Electro-deposited Iron." 

The list for the Sheffield meeting includes :— 


C. A. Edwards and A. L. Norbury: “Effect of Heat Treatment 


on Electrical Resistivity.” 
A. L. Norbury: The Effect of various Elements on Electrical 
Resistivity of Iron.” 


Australian Engineering Institutlons.—As the outcome of a 
meeting of the South Australian Institute of Engineers held on 
October 17th last to consider a proposal for affiliation with the 
Electrical Association of Australia, the amalgamation of the various 
engineering societies throughout Australia has been accomplished. 
The two Victorian societies which have joined the new institute 
are the Melbourne University Engineering Society and the Elec- 
trical Association of Victoria. The first general meeting of the 
Melbourne division of the Institution of Engineers of Australia 
was held on October 16th at Collins House. Mr. W.J. Newbigin, the 
convener, stated that the support received had been most encourag- 
ing. It was pleasing to find that a Queensland Bill provided that 


membership of the Institution was a qualification for registration. | 


Efforts were being made to obtain a similar provision in New South 
Wales. The Local Government engineers of New South Wales and 
Queensland had joined the Institution, but those of Victoria had 
not yet done so, though it was hoped they would do so shortly, 


thus leaving only one society in the Commonwealth not linked up 


with the Institution.— Age. 
National Association of Supervising Electricians. — An 
intereating paper on “Electric Welding” was read before the 


Association by Mr. Т. F. Tate, A.M.I.E.E., on March 30th. The 
description of recent developments in this subject, and the practical 


information condensed within the limits of the paper, were highly 


appreciated by the members present. The next paper to be read 
before the Association will be on ' Wireless Telegraphy" on 
Tuesday, May 4th, when arrangements will be made for receiving 
and transmitting messages in the Lecture Hall. Visitors are 
invited to attend, and tickets may be obtained on application to the 
Hon. Secretary, 83, Deodar Road, Putney. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 

alto electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


Mr. J. W. Онокон, A.M.LE.E., of the Dover Dockyard 
staff, and for many years in charge of the Dockyard electrica/ 
5 has leit to take up an appointment at Hong 

ong. 

Darwen Town Council has increased the salary of Mr. P 
TAYLOR, assistant electrical engineer, to £260 per annum. ` 

Mr. W. W. LACEIE, till recently general manager and en 
gineer of the Glasgow Т.С. electricity department, was dn 
Thursday last week made the recipient of a presentation from 
the head officials of the T.C. departments on the occasion of 
his appointment as an Electricity Commissioner. Chief Con- 
stable Stevenson presided at the gathering. Sir John Lindsay, 
town clerk, made the presentation, which consisted of a silver 
tea service and a silver cigarette box. 

On the retirement of Mr. R. Hupson from the service, the 
Dublin members of the G.P.O. telegraph department pre- 
sented him with a silver tea service and salver. Mr. E. F. 
Бусове chief superintendent telegraph department, рге- 
sided. 

A smoking concert was held on March 3lst to bid farewell 
to Mr. A. О. Horr, of the Manchester Corporation sub-stations 
staff, who is leaving to take up private contracting work. 
He was presented with a gold watch from his friends on the 
sub-stations staff. Mr. Bolton, the head of the department, 
made the presentation. Recitations and vocal and instru- 
mental music were contributed by members of the staff. Mr. 
Holt will continue to reside in Manchester. 

Мг. A. S. Тока, who hae been with the Newcastle branch 
of the General Electric Co. for several years past, has been 
appointed branch manager of the Newcastle depót of the 
Foster Engineering Co., Ltd., at Milburn House, Newcastle- 
оп-Тупе. 

The Peterborough Council has selected six applicants for 
the post of electrical engineer and manager to appear before 
it at its meeting on Monday afternoon next, April 12th. 

A Press dispatch from Paris states that M. VAILLANT, head 
of the radiographic service at the Lariboisiére Hospital, who 
since 1910 has undergone eight surgical operations owing to 
X-ray burns, has now had his left arm amputated. He has 
only two Angers left on his right hand. 

Mr. J. W. THOMAS, B.Sc., A.M.I.E.E., has resigned his 
position as instructor in electrical engineering, Birmingham 
Technical College, to take up the post of assistant general 
secretary to the E.P.E.A. All future communications for 
Mr. Thomás should be addressed E.P.E.A. offices, 65-66, 
Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2. 

The London County Council General Purposes Committee 
recommends that Mr. C. D. Јонмѕом, deputy comptroller of 
the Council, be promoted to the office of controller, at a salary 
of £1,600 (pre-war scale), rising by annual increments of 
£100 to £2,000. . 

Mr. E. E. Stark, Christchurch, New Zealand, city elec- 
trical engineer, has resigned.—Commonwealth Engineer. 

Mr. Е. P. Sexton, A. R. C. S., А.МІЕ.Е. (late chief tech- 
nical assistant to Mr. S. G. Brown, F. R. S.), has opened at 
39, Parliament Street, Westminster, S. W. I, as a consultant, 
with special reference to gyroscopic compasses, &c., and illu- 
mination. 


War Honours.—We tender our congratulations to the 
following gentlemen whose names appeared in the list of 
appointments or promotions to the Civil Division of the 
Most Excellent Order of the British Empire for services in 
connection with the war :— 

RNIGRTS GRAND CROSS (G. B. E.). 

Sir John Denison-Pender, K. C. M. G., managing director of 
Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd. 

Dr. А. E. Shipley, F. R. S., LL. D., D. Sc., vice-chancellor of 
Cambridge University. 

KNIGHTS COMMANDERS (K. B. E.). 


Prof. W. H. Bragg, C. B. E., D. Sc., F. R. S., Quain Professor 
of Physics, University of London; superintendent of Ad- 
miralty experimental station at Parkston. 

Mr. J. Devonshire, managing director of London United 
5 ba Ltd., and London & Suburban Electric Traction 
Co., 1 
Mr. John Dewrance, member of Engineering Employers’ 
Consultative Committee, Ministry of Munitions, vice-chair- 
man, Managing Committee, Engineering Employers’ l'edera- 
tion; chairman, Mesars. Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 

Mr. G. K. B. Elphinstone, O. B. E., technical head of Messrs. 
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Elliott Bros. (London), Ltd. Valuab] ices i i 

manufacture of fire control арага, for Navy. кк 
Mr. А. В. Gridley, electrical adviser to Government depart- 

ments. Director of Electric Power Supply. 

Dr. J. E. Petavel, F. R. S., chairman of Aero-Dynamics Sub- 

committee of the Advisory Committee on Aeronautics. 

E 570 5 director Ө шше Stutis Depart- 

; ; Inanagi j ) 
London Electric Supply Co., ры. и 


COMMANDERS (С.В.Е.). 


Capt. J. W. Barber, organiser of j j 
8 g r of travelling kinematograph 


Mr. H. E. Blain, operati 1 
of London, 1 perating manager, Underground Railways 
rof. H. L. Callendar, F. R. S., LL. D., Prof j 
Imperial College of Science, London. „ 
Dr. C. C. Carpenter, member, Chemical Warfare Committee 
and Munitions Inventions Panel, Ministry of Munitions; chair- 
шар, 70 РЕ Сав Co. 
г. К.А. zell, chief inspector of tel 
traffic, General Post Office. ч H вове 


Mr. J. Edwards, O.B.E., manager, Messrs. Hick, H 
and Co., Ltd. (Munitions Design). ын E 


Mr. A. L. C. Fell, m f i 
о anager of London County Council 


Mr. A. P. M. Fleming, O.B.E., vice-chairman of th - 
shire Anti-Submarine Committee. и 

Prof. Р. Е. Frankland, F.R.S., LL.D., Sc.D., Deputy In- 
spector of High Explosives, Birmingham Area, Ministry of 
Munitions; Emeritus Professor of Chemistry, Birmingham 
University. | | 
d J. B. Hamilton, manager of Leeds Corporation Tram- 
7 ys. i 
6 . ошип x LL.D., F.R.S., Professor of 
ceanography, University of Liverpool; foreig 
Reval Gasca. у 4 poo oreign secretary, 

Mr. A. H. Human, technical adviser, ` Electrical Power 
Supply Departinent, Ministry of Munitions. 

Mr. W. J. ‘Larke, Director General of Raw Materials, 
Ministry of Munitions, 
pa ' Michael ‘Longridge, member, Munitions Inventions 
anel. i 

Mr. C. Te Maistre, adviser to Aircraft Production Depart- 
ment, Ministry of Munitions. 

Mr. Alexander Newlands, engincer-in-chief, Highland Rail- 
way. 

Mr. С. F. Preston, controller of London telephone service. 

Captain M. H. P. В. Sankey, C.B., honorary consulting 
engineer to Directorate of Fortifications and Works. 

Mr. H. Scholey, London member of the Clyde Anti-Sub- 
marine Committee. i 

Mr. J. E. Sears, Junr., superintendent, Metrology Division, 
National Physical Laboratory, Ministry of Munitions. 

Mr. F. J. Selby, secretary, National Physical Laboratory. 

Mr. C. P. Sparks, services to the engineer-in-chief of the 
Admiralty's Department. * 

Dr. T. E. Stanton, F. R. S., superintendent, Aero Dynamical 
Department, National Physical Laboratory. 

Mr. R. J. Walker, director of Messrs. Parsons Marine Steam 
Turbine Co. | 

Mr. C. Hamilton-Wickes, H. M. Senior Trade Commissioner. 

In the O. B. E.“ class of Honours we observe the names 
of a number of well-known electrical men, including Dr. 
W. M. Thornton, Mr. E. T. Williams, Mr. Frank Gill, Mr. 
H. England, and Mr. C. E. Stromever. 


Obituary.—Mn. А. A. Morratr.—The death has occurred 
ji Mr. Andrew A. Moffatt, electrical engineer, of High Street, 

vr. 

Мв. E. J. GILBENT.— Mr. Edwin James Gilbert, superinten- 
dent of the Corporation electricity works at Eccles, has passed 
away, 1n his 49th year. 

Mr. P. W. McDoucait.—We regret to record the death, 

which occurred on March 3156, of Mr. Percy Walter 
McDougall, A. M. I. E. E., joint managing director of the Penin- 
sular Engineering Co., Ltd., London. Mr. McDougall, who 
was 46 vears of age, was late R.N.V.R., and he had been ill a 
Jong while. He was trained at Faraday House, and later was 
associated with Messrs. Ferranti, Ltd., and the Brush Com- 
pany. 
, Will.—Dr. С. R. Cuawortn, a pioneer in X-ray investiga- 
tion, who died from the effect of exposure to the ravs during 
his work, left £2,865. He bequeathed £100 to the Middlesex 
Hospital School of Medicine to endow a prize for physics. 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED, 
Widdop Engine Co., Ltd. (165,770).—Registered March 


20th. Capital, £100,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business carried 
on bv H. Widdo с 
certain patents for an invention for improvements in centrifugal governors 
and to carry on the business of manufacturers. of and dealers in internal. 
combustion engines, auxiliary deck machinery and other engines, whether pro- 
selled by gas, oil, electricity or ather power, &c. The first directors are: 

A. Vinter, Mawcroft, Nether Yeaden, near Leeds; F. J. Allen Bridge 
End, Leeds; У. Calverley, Avondale Crescent, Shipley; H. Widdo 2 Vale 
Street, Keighley. Minimum cash subscription, 20,000 shares. Solicitors W 
Dunn, Parkinson's Chambers, Hustlergate, Bradford, н 


at Keighley, Yorks., as . Widdop & Co.,“ to acquire 


С. T. Bowring & Co. (West Coast America), Lid. 
(165,777).—Private company. Registered March 27th. Capital, £10, in £l 
shares. To carry on in the U.K. or its Colonies or Dependencies, or in 
Chile, Peru or elsewhere, the business of manufacturers, importers and ex- 
porters of and dealers in plant, machinery, engines, hardware, electrical and 
mechanical engines, agricultural and mining implements, motor cars, aero- 
planes, iron, wood, stone and other building materials, cloth, textiles, clothing, 
furniture, pottery, provisions, canned goods, wines, beers, spirits, drugs, toilet 
preparations, oils, hides, horns, skins, &c. "The permanent directors are: F. 
C. Bowring, lerra Nova, Croxeth Drive, Aigburth, Liverpool; Sir Edgar R. 
Bowring, Hyde Park Hotel, W.; Sir John B. Wimble, K.B.E., 23, Cambridge 
Square, W.2; L. B. Stoddart, Ewell Court, Ewell, Surrey; C. W. Bowring, 
New York; E. H. Bowring, Taplow House, Taplow; C. Bowring, Purbright, 
Chipstead, Surrev. A. Dick, of Lima, Peru, is the first ordinary director. 
Solicitors : Alsop, Stevens, Crooks & Co., 14, Castle Street, Liverpool. 


Sheringham Daylight, Ltd. (165,610).— Private company. 
Registered March 23rd. Capital, 44,500 in 15. shares. To adopt an agree- 
ment with G. Sheringham, and to carry out research work for proving and 
developing the invention thercin referred to (not described). The subscribers 
(each with one share) are: G. H. Sheringham, 1, Clanricarde Gardens, W.2, 
artist; C. C. Н. Milton, 4, Broad Street Place, E.C., engineer. The first 
directors are to be appointed by the subscribers. Solicitor: J. G. Bristow, 1, 
Copthall Buildings, PC. 


International Inventions and Patents Exploitation Co., 
Ltd. (165,693).—Private company. Registered March 25th. 


Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To carry оп the business indicated. by the 
title, and to adopt an agreement with M. Monot. The first directors are: 
M. Monot, 30, Doughty Street, W.C.; C. S. Hawkins, Pensnurst, Dale Grove, 
Finchley, N.; P. G. P. McCulloch, 8, St. James Street, W. Solicitor: L. 
Hubbacd, 5, New Court, Lincoln's Inn, W.C. Registered office: 5, New 
Court, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C. 


De Martis Accumulators, Ltd. (165,685).—Private com- 
pany. Registered March 25th. Capital, £200,000 in £1 shares (100,000 8 per 
cent, cumulative preference). To carry on the business of clectrical engineers 
and contractors, suppliers of electricity, manufacturers of and dealers in rail- 
wav, tramway, electric, magnetic, galvanic and other apparatus, &c. The 
subscribers (each with one share) are: F. G. Exell, 20, Copthall Avenue, E.C., 
accountant; P. W. Evenctt, 30, St. Aubyns Road, Upper Norwood, S. E., 
managing clerk. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Registered 
oflice: 70, Lombard Street, E.C. 


William Roman Co., Ltd. (165,815).—Private company. 
Registered March 27th. Capital, £10,000 in EI shares. To take over the 
business carried оп by С. F. Walker at B10, Queen Insurance Buildings, 
Liverpool, and to carry on the business of agents for electrical and mechanical 
engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in electrical apparatus, engincering 
and shipping equipment, and manufacturers of colours, paints and oils, &c. 
The first. directors are: G. F. Walker (managing director), Cliff Cottage, 
Hoswall, Cheshire; D. P. O'Brien, Saaefell, Rock Ferry, Cheshire. Solicitor : 
С. W. Allen, 41, Castle Street, Liverpool. Registered office: B16, Queen 
Insurance Buildings, Dale Street, Liverpool. 


Dimpo, Ltd. (165,833). — Private company. Registered 
March 29th. Capital, 000 in £1 shares. To construct, equip, repair, main- 
tain and work tramways, to run motor and other vehicles, to let spaces tor 
advertisements on vehicles, &c. The first directors are: Miss D. V. A. Ward, 
Grosvenor Villa, Bramley, Leeds; Miss G. V. J. Ward, Grosvenor Villa, Bram- 
ley, Leeds; Miss C. W. Ward, Grosvenor Villa, Bramley, Leeds. Solicitors: 
Bromley and Walker, Leeds. Registered office: 36, Cominercial Street, Leeds. 


Riglite Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (165,819).—Private com- 
pany. Registered March 29th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of electrical, mechanical, motor and general engineers, manufacturers, 
dealers, repairers, Фс. The first directors аге: C. M. Brown, 89, St. Mar- 
parets Road, St. Margarets-on-Thames; W. R. Goodman, 89, St. Margarets 
Road, St. Margarets-on-Thames; K. J. Goodman, 89, St. Margarets Road, 
St. Margarets-on-Thames; T. Craig, 89, St. Margarets Road, St. Margarets- 
on-Thames. Registered office: 18, Cowleaze Road, Kingston-on-Thames. 


Durrants Engineers, Ltd. (165,780).—Private company. 
Registered March 27th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the busi- 
ness of sanitary and electrical engineers, founders, tool makers, &c., and to 
adopt an agreement with A. G. Durrant and W. E. Durrant. The first 
directors are: A. E. Durrant, A. M. I. E. E., 4, Suffolk Road, Lowestoft, elec- 
trical engineer; W. E. Durrant, 5, Beach Road, Lowestoft, sanitary engineer. 
Solicitor: J. A. Nicholson, Grove Chambers, Lowestoft. 


Electrical Appliances (Blackpool), Ltd. (165,883).—Pri- 
vate company. Registered March 29th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. Jo 
carry on the business of electricians, electrical and mechanical engineers, &c. 
The first directors are: E. Jones, 3, Central Road, Blackpool; W. Outhwaite, 
9, First Avenue, Blackpool; T. S. Jones, 85, Reads Road, Blackpool; A. 
Mortimer, 110, Reads Avenue, Blackpool. Qualification, £500. Registered 
office : 1, South King Street, Blackpool. 


United Electrical Co. (Birmingham), Ltd. (165,910).— 
Private company. Registered March 30th. Capital, £5.000 in £1 shares. To 
take over the business of engineers carried on by G. D. Mann, S. E. Sheer- 
man and F. R. Pendergast, formerly at Newhall Chambers, Newhall Street, 
but now at 47, Summer Row, Birmingham, as the United Electrical Co. Per- 
manent directors: G. D. Mann. 54, Audrey Road, Smal! Heath, Birmingham; 
S. E. Sheerman, 97, Earlsbury Gardens, Birchfield, Birmingham; F. R. Pender- 


. gast, 46, Wilton Road, Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester. Registered office: 


47, Summer Row, Birmingham. 


Premier Electric Welding Co. (Mersey), Ltd. (165,602).— 
Private company. Registered March 23rd. Capital, £60,000 in £1 shares. To 
acquire from the Premier Electric Welding Co., Ltd. (“ Parent " Co.) the 
business of the Parent Company as carried on in and near Liverpool, and to 
carry on in the U.K. the business of welders of metals, &c., but not to ac- 
quire the patents or patent rights of the Parent Company nor to sell welding 
plants which are manufactured in accordance with such patents. Such 
rights are to remain the sole property of the Parent Company, but tne 
Parent Company may emplov this company as agents for the sale of the 
said welding patents The subscribers (each with one share) are: J. G. de 
Odingsells Coke, R. N., Bank Buildings, St. James’ Street, S. W., director of 
companies; A. L. Haggerty, Bank Buildings, St. James’ Street, S. W., secre- 
tary. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Solicitors: Bircham & 
Co., 46, Parliament Street, S.W. 


Cahir Electric Supply Co., Ltd. (4.935). — Registered in 
Dublin, March 22nd. Capital, £6,000 in £1 shares. To carry on business as 
electrical engineers, suppliers of electric light, &c. The subscribers are: 
Lieut.-Col. R. Butler. D.L., Cahir Park, Cahir, 500 shares; W. M. Rvan, 
J. P., The Square, Cahir, draper, 200 shares; J. P. Hill, Belbrae, Cahir, whole- 
sale commission agent, 200 shares; C. M. Downey, Castle Street, Cahir, 
grocer and wine merchant, 200 shares; E. O'Connor, Bridge Street, Cahir, 
cattle exporter, 100 shares; W. H. Irwin, The Square, Cahir, grocer and 
wine merchant, 200 shares; J. Walsh, The Square, Cahir, draper. 200 shares; 
M. Kennedy, The Square, Cahir, victualler, 150 shares; T. J. Walshe, Abbey 
Street, Cahir, corn merchant, 50 shares; J. T. Burke, The Square, Cahir, 
wine and spirit merchant, 100 shares. Secretary: J. Moloney. Registered 
office: Chapel Street, Cahir. 


North Bolivian Power and Estates, Ltd. (165.657):—Pri- 
vate company. Registered March 24th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. То 
carry on the business indicated by the title, and that of bankers, capitalists 
and financiers, &c., and to adopt an agreement with E. F. Lamb and J. К. 
Leach. The first. directors are: E. F. Lamb, 59, Plaistow Lane, Bromley, 
Kent; E. Devereux, 96, Elmbourne Road, Tooting Beck, S. W. 17. Registered 
office: 16, Dashwood House, E. C. 2. І 


————— SSS 
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CITY NOTES. 


Mr. J. Арбап Bryce presided at the an- 


Eng 


. Metropolitan- 


nual meeting held on March 29th at the 
Vickers Central Hall, Westminster. After refer- 
Electrical ring to the balance sleet, he said that the 
Co., Ltd. available profit for the year was 4320, 660, 


an increase of 474, 085, or about 30 per 
cent. Considering the difficult times through which they were 
passing, the results were satisfactory. ‘The orders received 
during 1919 exceeded those of 1918 by about 20 per cent., 
and the value of orders on hand at the end of the year by 
about the same percentage. ‘The orders received during the 
first two months of 1920 were nearly thrice as large as those 
taken during the same period of 1919, but while it was gratify- 
ing to know that the deinand for their products was increas- 
ing so fast, he warned them against forming any estimate 
of results founded merely on increase in volume of business. 
In former days work in progress represented a much smaller 
percentage than now of the total cost of products sold. The 
reasons were many; increased amount of material needed for 
stock, diminished output of labour, difficulties of transport, 
and at this particular moment, the aftermath of the railway 
strike in September last, and of the moulders' strike, the 
effects of both of which were still operating in the delay of 
shipments and would adversely affect the results of this year. 
The combined effect of all these causes was that they were 
not turning their capital over so often, while at the same 
time the increased volume of business required the investinent 
of much larger amounts in plant, machinery, and buildings 
to enable them to handle it, and there was, moreover, trouble 
in getting the labour capable of dealing with it. It was to 
be hoped that some of these difficulties would prove to be 
temporary. Referring to the moulders’ strike, this affected 
this company as well as all other engineering concerns in 
the country. The relations between the management and the 
moulders were perfectly satisfactory, and since they had re- 
turned to work they had done their best to increase their 
output, and so to restore the equilibrium of the work in 
progress in the shops. The strike lasted from September to 
January. This company did not suffer so much as some other 
engineering firms because in some of their departments where 
castings did not form a limiting factor, they were able to 
carry on practically throughout the trouble, while concerns 
engaged in work entirely dependent on castings had to sus- 
pend manufacture altogether when they were no longer to 
be had. The moulders ceased work at a moment when it 
was essential that every effort should be made to increase 
the output of the country. The result of the strike had been 
to militate seriously against the country’s quick recovery 
from the war, and unhappily its evil effects would continue 
to be felt for many months to come. While the company had 
so far been exeinpt from individual trouble, the difficulties 
inherent in the general attitude of labour affected them, as 
they did all industries. There was a large drop in the output 
per man employed. The management was convinced that the 
shortening of the working hours had had a direct influence 
on this result, as the company was producing less per man 
per hour than formerly, in spite of the argument that the 
shortening of hours would mean increased froduction per 
hour. They were at present suffering from a shortage of 
male labour. The number of men and women workers, ex- 
clusive of those on the staff, was, on December 31st, 4,791, 
nearly 2,000 less than it was before the moulders’ strike. 
The numbers were being gradually built up again, and at 
present reached 5,700, a figure, however, which was inade- 
quate for the business, and the management was uncertain 
whether, notwithstanding the large number of men shown 
by the unemployment returns to be without a job, it would 
be able, notably in the case of certain departments where 
special skill was required, to secure the number wanted to 
deal with the increasing business. The difficulty was partly 
caused by the housing question. The average weekly earnings 
had risen аз follows during the period 1912-19: Males, from 
27s. 6d. to 61s., and women from 128. 3d. to 37s., the figures 
including boys, girls, and night shifts. The earnings of the 
males did not rise in the year 1919 owing to the absence of 
overtime and piecework. Another difficulty was the delay 
in supply of material. The delay was not so serious since 
the removal of Government restrictions, but was still so con- 
siderable as greatly to hamper the programme of work. Con- 
centrated efforts had been made to speed up their suppliers 
by special appeals, and the position now showed signs of im- 
provement. If they could surmount these difficulties and 
succeed, with the aid of the large capital expenditure now 
being incurred, in providing the increased plant necessary 
to handle the largely increased orders, the management looked 
with confidence to the future. After stating that in the last 
few years the company had embarked on several new lines 
of manufacture, the chairman described the principal classes 
of manufacture that the company was now providing. He 
mentioned that they had just taken the Manchester Corpora- 
tion order for two 95,000-Kw. sets for its new super-power 
station. They had turned their attention to the production 
of marine turbines, and were booking increasing orders. In 
regard to switchgear suitable for super-stations, thev had at 
present in hand switches with a breaking capacity of some- 
thing like 750,000 k. v. A. In connection with their subsidiary 


companies, they were also manufacturers of electric lamps 
and were just abont to commence the manufacture of certain 
lines of heating and cooking apparatus. The speaker later 
referred at some length to the labour situation. The ''lion 
in the path " was suspicion—suspicion on both sides. There 
were already welcome signs that scales were falling from 
eyes on both sides. Many of the Labour leaders realised the 
problem and its solution; and the many eet-backs lately 


suffered by the extremists showed that their influence was 


on the wane. The root fallacy entertained, he believed un- 
selfishly in the case of the majority of the workers, that the 
individual's work must be restricted lest there be not enough 
work to go round, was still unhappily prevalent, though there 
never was so little ground for it as at present. It was poison- 
ing every industry, and demanded constant refutation by 
every leader of labour. It was the product of ignorance, 
and if with more knowledge it had disappeared in America, 
surely more instruction would prove its antidote here also. In 
America the worker in any industry earned twice or three 
times as much as he would here, because his output was 
twice or thrice as great. He had no fear of new machines, 
for he knew that the diminished cost they ensured increased 
the demand for his labour instead of lessening it, as the worker 
here ignorantly imagined. At present their output per man 
Was diminishing. It was the same in every industry. Take 
the bricklayer. Personally, he believed that the sole per- 
manent remedy for the distrust which was at the root of the 
trouble was an identification of interest, whether in the 
form of payment by results or sharing of profit. It had во 
far apparently been the policy of the trade unions to dis- 
courage any movement in this direction owing to suspicion 
of the motives which might underlie any scheme for identifi- 
cation of interest. The company had lately had an apparent 
symptom of the existence of such a suspicion. £100,000 out 
of the million issue of ordinary shares had been set aside for 
subscription by the employés, with a provision of facilities 
for an advance on easy terms of interest and repayment to 
enable them to subscribe. The result was disappointing. 
Out of those £100,000, only about' £10,000 were taken up by 
the workmen. The ordinary shares at once went to a sub- 
stantial premium, and he hoped that if a similar opportunity 
was again furnished the workmen would know better how 
to avail themselves of it. As regards this aspect of the 
question there were sole signs of increasing knowledge. A 
few days ago, at & meeting of the Federation of General 
Workers, presided over by Mr. Clynes, it was determined to 
consider the question of payment by results. There were 
many signs that employers on their side were far more dis- 
posed to take a more human view of their relations to labour 
than many of them were inclined to do in the past, when 
the fault was in many cases on their side. It was rather 
for them to devise the means of producing harmony of in- 
terest. The methods would necessarily vary with the circum- 
stances of the particular industry, but with good will on both 
sides it should not be beyond the wit of man to arrive at 


. 


a solution in each case. 


The annual meeting, held on March 


British 30th, was preceded by an extraordinary 
Aluminium general meeting at which the resolutions 
Co., Ltd. were confirmed increasing the capital by 

£500,000 and ¢apitalising part of the re- 
serves. Mr. A. W. Tait, who presided, in addressing the 


annual meeting, said that the trading profit was £292,327, a 
decrease of approximately £59,000. Interest on deposits and 
dividends on investments fell by £13,000. The decrease 
in trading profit had arisen since the cessation of hostili- 
ties and the stoppage of war work had caused a 
large accumulation of stocks of metal in the hands of the 
Government and of the manufacturers. It naturally took 
some time before industry could get going again upon its 
ordinary peace-time employment. For some months after 
the armistice the demand for the metal was almost negligible, 
and the company had to reduce the production of its various 
works to avoid piling up large stocks, and these conditions 
continued for at least the first seven months of the year. At 
the end of that period there were indications of a revival of 
demand, which had since gone on increasing, and in con- 
sequence. orders were given that the works should again 
be brought up to full output. and in course of time this was 
done. The demand since then had continued to increase 
steadily, and the works were now fully engaged in giving 
their maximum output, and it looked as if this would con- 
tinue for some time to come. There was a healthy demand 
not only in this country, but also abroad, to meet the heavy 
requirements for the motor trade and for domestic utensils. 
Another factor in the situation was that practically during the 
whole of 1919 a substantial percentage of the sales made by the 
company was on account of the Government, in accordance 
with an arrangement made bv them with the producers, so 
that the stocks in their hands could be gradually reduced. 
The existence of this stock was always a disturbing element 
in the industry, because manufacturera feared that at some 
time or other this stock might be forced upon the market for 
immediate realisation. The arrangements made were, there- 
fore, as much in the interests of the industry generally as 
they were in those of the Government, and this steadviny 
effect enabled manufacturers to proceed with the purchase of 
their ordinary requirements with a certain measure of con- 
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‘fidence. The stock at the beginning of this year had come 
down to reasonable proportions. The company entered into 
negotiations with the Government, and finally purchased the 
whole of the balance of stock in their hands at January 3186 
last. In order to stimulate the demand, the price of alumi- 
nium was considerably reduced at the beginning ef 1919, as 
compared with that of the previous year, and was maintained 
at the reduced figure during the whole of the period. There 
had been a small increase in price since the beginning of 
the current year. Now that these matters had been over- 
come and industry had returned in a large measure to its 
ordinary business, the prospects of the aluminium industry 
were good. They could foresee increasing demands in the 
motor, electrical, and other industries, and these demands 
were at present largely in excess of pre-war requirements. 
Although the productive capacity of aluminium was greatly 
increased throughout the world, particularly in America and 
Norway, during the war, it would seem as if this increased 
production was being rapidly absorbed, and that it would 
not be very long before further developments would require 
to be carried out in order to keep pace with consumption. 
The situation was, however, a little obscure, owing to the 
fact that the industry in France and in Switzerland was 
considerably handicapped at the present moment by the 
shortage of essential raw materials, such as coal, and, with 
regard to Switzerland, also bauxite. The large works which 
were put up in Germany by certain manufacturing interests, 
with the assistance of the German Government, depended 
entirely upon electricity generated by means of brown coal 
or lignite, and it was not considered probable that these works 
could be continued economically in normal times, although, 
owing to the great lack of essential metals in Germany, they 
might be continued in operation to a certain extent for some 
time yet. The company promoted a Bill for the development 
of a large water power in Scotland, which was known as the 
Lochaber Water Power Bill, but on account of opposition in 
the House of Lords, it was withdrawn on second reading. 
The Government had laid considerable stress upon the neces- 
sity of developing the natural resources of this country, one 
of which was water power, but he did not think that the 
company could usefully proceed further with their echeme 
until the policy of the Government with regard to hydro- 
electric development had been definitely settled. A Com- 
mission had been appointed to investigate the resources of 
the country in this respect, and a large amount of work had 
been done, but the final report of the Commission had not 
yet been made. He hoped it would be delivered in the near 
future, and that the Government would promptly announce 
its policy. The company would then again carefully consider 
the position, and should they decide to proceed further, the 
shareholders would be called together. As to the Orsiéres 
power scheme in Switzerland, upon which the company had 
already spent substantial sums of money. and which was 
closed down during the whole period of the war, work was 
recommenced during 1919, and it was hoped that they might 
be able to complete the construction of the tunnels, intakes, 
and penstock during the year. It was not intended, however, 
at the present time to place orders for the construction of 
the pipe line or for the erection and equipment of the power 
house and factory, in the hope that by the time this becomes 
necessary the situation on the Continent with regard to labour, 
materials, and transport would have become more clearly 
defined than at present. Costs of production had shown 
substantial increases, and the difficulties of obtaining essential 
raw materials, such as bauxite, coal, &c., had also increased, 
and the maintenance of supply to keep the works in opera- 
tion had been & matter of great anxiety on more than one 
occasion during the year. The speaker referred to the balance 
sheet and the profit and loss account, to the reserves and 
bonus distribution, and to the services rendered by Mr. 
Murray Morrison, the general manager, and others. 


Mr. H. R. Hogg, presiding at the an- 
nual meeting, said that the tramways 
operated in a colliery district, and the 
healthy state of things with all colhery 
workers had been reflected in the gross 
takings, which had exceeded not only those of the previous 
year by £19,963, some 34.9 per cent., but compared with 1914, 
by about 76 per cent. The upkeep of the property was during 
the war seriously interfered with by want of labour. Nearly 
everything which had to be postponed till now, and had to 
be done to-day, was costing far more than the rise in receipts 
could compensate them for. They were under the serious 
necessity of having to renew rolling stock, track, cables, elec- 
trical equipment, as well as enlarging car sheds, repairing 
shops, office accommodation, &c., all at prices trom two to 
three times higher than they were at the beginning of the 
war. As the traffic was steadily growing they had to put 
themselves in the position of being able to carry quite 
6.000,000 passengers annually, as compared with 44 millions 
six years ago. The cars, which had not been able to be 
renewed during the war, had suffered very severely from 
being overworked, aud must be gradually replaced at a cost 
of nearly 42.000 each for which they were paying 4700. and 
even then they were unable to get delivery at fixed dates. 
The cost of current had been increased by nearly 100 per 
cent., and would no doubt be dearer still as coal went up. 
They were paying the staff large increases in salaries and 


Sunderlaud 
District Electric 
Tramways, Ltd. 


wages. The money had to come from somewhere, and they. 
had not so far been allowed to raise the fares beyond the 
table fixed by the Act 17 yegrs ago, when the cost of every- 
thing was on a very different scale. Investors would not find 
money for such work unless there were receipts to provide a 
fair rate of interest. They hoped there was some prospect 
now of justice being done to the tramway industry, but 
serious delays might be created before any increase could 
be collected. 


Waste Heat and 

Gas Electricity 
Generating 

Stations, Ltd. 


The annual meeting was held at New 
castle-on-Tyne on March 29th. Mr. F. S 
Newall, the chairman, said he had to an 
nounce with regret that Dr. J. B. Simpson, 
the chairman of directors, was now a con- 
fined invalid, and it was doubtful if he 
would be able to attend any subsequent meeting. Proceeding, 
he said the actual capital expenditure during the year had 
been £45,000, practically all of which had been expended 
on Horden power station. During the year, however, an 
agreement providing for plant of the value of £25,985 on the 
hire-purchase terms, had terminated, and the amount had 
been taken out of both the capital expenditure and redemp- 
tion fund accounts. The actual capital expenditure, therefore, 
was £19,000. 'The completion of the Horden power station 
had been considerably delayed owing to various causes, the 
chief of which had been the moulders’ strike. Practically 
all the plant was now in the station, and it was hoped to 


get it into commission about the middle of the year. The 


new plant at Weardale had been in operation at various times 
during the year, but it had not yet run continuously. The 
plant was a new type of internal combustion engine using 
gas from the coke ovens, and in such plant delays were 
bound to occur in getting it into proper working order. 
There had been many delays in obtaining deliveries of mate- 
rial, and particularly in getting those special parte required 
in a new plant made satisfactorily. The engine had proved 
itself very eflicient, using rather less than half the amount 
of coke-oven gas per H.P.-hour, compared with the existing 
boiler and eteam plant. There Dad been a further diminution 
in the amount of steam placed at their disposal, and this 
had resulted in a still further decrease of units generated 
of about 2 per cent., compared with the previous year. Dur- 
ing this year they might look for a better output, ав, of 
course, the blast furnace works, from which they derived 
most of their steam, were very busy. They had spent a 
further £1,470 on experimental work. The experiments were 
being conducted upon the more efficient utilisation of coal 
in electric power stations, and eo far the results, subject to 
some slight minor modifications and adjustment in the design 
of the plant were satisfactory. He had mentioned last year 
certain proposals which had come before the directors re- 
garding a further waste heat station, but, so far, this had 
not fructified, and the matter was still under consideration. 
The profits of the year had shown an increase of £981. 


Ceara Tramway Light & Power Co.—'' The Financial 
Times ” states that holders of the 5 per cent. first debenture 
stock are informed that, in consequence of the rise in Brazilian 
exchange and the improved prospects of the company, the 
arrangement made between the company and the holders of 
the 5 per cent. first debenture stock on April 28th, 1916, 
whereby the latter agreed to a reduction in the rate of in- 
terest payable upon their stock will be terminated prior to 
the expiration of the period fixed under that arrangement. 
The payment of interest falling due on June Ist next will 
therefore be made at the full rate of 5 per cent. in sterling. 


Cleveland and Durham Electric Power, Ltd.—The report 
shows a profit for the year of £40,308. plus £12,305 brought 
forward. From this £14,000 is carried to reserve for plant 
renewals and improvements. Interest on debentures, &c., 
absorbs £25,282, leaving £13,331, which is to be carried for- 
ward. The connections to svstems at the end of the year 
amounted to 113.951 H.P., as compared with 105,080 H. p. The 
capital expenditure on works during the year was £26,146. 


Ward & Goldstone, Ltd.—Interim dividend on 7 17 0 cent. 
participating preference shares has been paid. The final divi- 
dend is due September 30th, when it is anticipated that a 
participating dividend for the half-year ended March, 1990, 
will also be paid. 


Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd.—A meeting 
is called for April 15th to consider resolutions dividing the 
existing 180.000 £5 shares into 900.000 shares of £1 each. and 
increasing the capital by the creation of 400,000 B“ 7j per 
cent. preference shares. 


Anglo-American Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend 
for the quarter ended March 31st, 1920, of 15s. per cent. on 
the ordinary stock and £l 10s. per cent. on the preferred 
stock, Jess tax. | 


Lanarkshire Tramways Co.—The company is offering 
3 430 new shares of £10 each to existing holders to pay part 
towards the purchase of certain linea owned by the Cor- 
poration (£61,000), and now leased to the company. 
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Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has specially 
allowed dealings in the undermentioned under Temporary 
Regulation 4 (3) :— 

India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 
—25,000 ordinary shares of £10 each (issued at £13, of which 
£6 10s. is paid), Nos. 50,001 to 75,000, and fractional certifi- 


cates. 

British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd.—25 ordinary shares 
of £1 each, de aid, Nos. 135,499 to 135,523. 

Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.—20,172 ordinary 
shares of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 6,185,001 to 6,205,172). 

The Committee hag specially allowed dealings in the shares 
of the following :— 

British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd.—48 ordinary shares 
of tt та fully paid (Nos. 135,380 to 135,893 and 135,466 
to ; , 


Windsor Electrical Installation Co., Ltd.—During 1919 
new lamp connections were 3,876 (30 watt), as against 815 
for 1918. New capital expenditure £4,465. Profit, including 
4338 brought forward, £5,551. Debenture and other interest 


£457; 5 per cent. preference dividend £824; depreciation, . 


renewal, and reserve fund, £2,000; directors’ fees (free of tax), 
£350. Dividend on ordinary shares 3j per cent., less tax; 
£591 carried forward. The improvement is due to increased 
revenue and to economy effected through the working ar- 
rangement with the Slough Co. 


Slough & Datchet Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—New capital 
expenditure during 1919 £23,014, chiefly for new machinery 
and a larger cable to Eton in connection with the increased 
bulk supply to the Windsor Co. The lamps and motore 
connected during 1919 were 43,855, against 40,508 for 1918. 
Units sold, 1,571,338 for 1919, against 1,752,737 for 1918. 
Revenue 1919, £18,714; 1918, £16,971. Net profit 46, 350. 
£2,500 to depreciation and reserve. Dividend 5 per cent., 
less income tax. £1,230 carried forward. The capital is to 
be increased to £125,000 by the creation of 50,000 cumulative 
preference shares (74 per cent.) of £1 each. 


France.—The shareholders of the Forges et Aciéries du 
Nord et de l'Est have authorised the directors to issue shares 
or bonds to the amount of 7,972,000 fr., and eventually, by 
convenient etages, to 24,000,000 fr. The company has lately 
entered into close relations with two other companies, the 
Société des Usines de l'Espérance and the Société Métallur- 
gique de Pont-á-Vendin, and the fresh capital is intended 
or the reconstruction of works damaged during the war and 
for a more energetic enlargement of the companies’ operations. 


Companies to be Struck off the Register.—The following 
are to struck off the register within three months unless 
cause is shown to the contrary :— 

Alexandra Electrical & Engineering Works, Ltd. 

Cathodes, Ltd. | 

Munster Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. 

Phoamso Armouring & Cable Co., Ltd. 

William Taylor (Electric Lamp) Co., Ltd. 


Hadflelds, Ltd.—Sir Robert Hadfield presided at the an- 
nual meeting at Sheffield on March 29th. He referred to the 
greet difficulties of reconstruction, and to the trouble experi- 
enced in securing the workers’ co-operation to give continued 
and increased production. The moulders’ strike had brought 
unavoidable delays generally to industrial work. The meet- 
ing approved of the proposal to increase the capital of the 
company by £500,000 and to enter into the agreement with 
Harper Bean, Ltd. 


~ Argentine Tramways & Power Co.—After providing for 
debenture interest and sinking fund and putting £4,000 to 
reserve for renewals, £5,356 remains, and this is to be carried 
forward in view of the considerable expenditure that is re- 
quired for extensions of the power plant and for the com- 
pletion of the tramways to comply with the terms of the con- 
cession. 

Bromley (Kent) Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Dur- 
ing 1919 the connections incre from 4,854 to 5,111 kw. 
The gross profit was £10,479, against £7,744 in 1918. After 
meeting debenture interest, &c., £2,987, and adding 21.404 
brought forward, the balance is £8,946, out of which a divi- 
dend of 4 per cent. is to be paid; £4,500 is to be put to 
renewal reserve account, and £1,446 carried forward. 


British Ever-Ready Co., Ltd.—A meeting is called for 
April 19th to consider a reconstruction scheme under which 
a new company—the Ever-Ready Co. (Great Britain), Ltd.— 
will be formed with a capital of £500.000 in 300.000 ordinary 
and 200,000 participating preference shares of £1 each. 


Vulcan Boiler & General Insurance Co., Ltd.—Dividend 
12 per cent. and bonus 4 per cent., less tax, making 25 per 
cent. for 1919. To investments depreciation fund £7.500; to 
mu ORIS and benefit fund 42.500; carried forward 

,151. В 


Dictograph Telephones, Ltd.—We аге informed that at 
the annual meeting held on March 29th it wae reported that 
1919 was the company's most eu year. Dividend 15 
per cent. on the ordinary shares and 8e. 6d. per share on the 
deferred shares. Carry forward £4,021, 


W. T. Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd.—The profit 
during 1919 was £203,368, less £34,743 directors’ and audi- 
tors’ fees, debenture interest, and amount written off for 
depreciation on buildings and machinery, leaving £168,625, 
plus £122,009 brought forward. Income tax £45,458; to re- 
serve £20,000; to reserve for depreciation of securities £9,543: 
preference dividend £9,000; staff pension and deferred pay 
funds £5,000; dividend on the ordinary shares (interim 6d., 
final 2s. 6d., making 3s. for the year), £60,000; carried for- 
ward £141,633. Provision has been made in the accounts in 
respect of the liability for excess profits duty to the end of 
1919. The amount debited for depreciation includes an amount 
for special depreciation on inery, due to the circum- 
stances arising out of the war. Henley's Tire & Rubber Co., 
Ltd., the whole of the capital of which is held by the com- 
pany, has had a successful year's trading. 


Madras Electric Tramways (1904), Ltd.—Gross profit 
for 1919 £33,839; £12,000 to depreciation and р ас- 
count; brought forward £4,820. Preference dividend, less 
tax, £6,000. Dividend on the ordinary shares, 8 cent., 
free of tax. Contribution to a gratuity fund for the benefit 
of employés in Madras £1,000; to general reserve 43, 000; 
carried forward, subject to excess profits duty (if any) 44, 944. 
The running account was adversely affected by the strike 
in the early part of 1919. Wages and cost of materials having 
continued to advance, fares were revised, but the revisions 
have only partially met the enhanced cost of running. The 
traffic receipts and the expenditure in Madras show increases 
of 9 per cent. and 19.6 per cent. respectively on 1918. 


Newcastle-Emlyn & District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.— 
The annual meeting was held last month. Рена for 1919 
6 per cent., free of tax. Revenue from supply of current in- 


creased 20 per cent. The engineer is prepari 
for extensions. i R 


Vickers, Ltd.— Final dividend of 1s. 3d. share on th 
ТАЈ shares, making a total of 113 рег De free St б: 
or р 


STOCKS AND SHARES, 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


Ir cannot be said that the Stock Exchange mark 
recovered from their Easter holidays so far, icd 5 (me 
day) business turned out to be somewhat confused, and the 
tendency turned heavy after being good. Until the Budget 
ìs opened it is not to be supposed that money will show 
much enterprise or elasticity. The scores of new issues that 
make a feature of the present year have erected a new stan- 
dard of yield to which „prices all round are mechanically con- 
forming. Upon shares in companies paying 10 per cent. on the 
ordinary capital, the public now look for an 8 to 10 per cent. 
return, and the consequence is that quotations are bound to 
decline if they do not promise such a yield. It may be that 
more general appreciation of this factor will explain various 
falls in Stock Exchange prices that puzzle—perhaps somewhat 
exaeperate—holders of industrial shares. 

.. To take the case of an electrica] manufacturing company as 
illustration : a year ago its dividend, say, of 10 per cent. would 
have entitled the £1 shares to stand at 258., assuming the 
concern to be a sound and progressive one. But to-day, there 
are во many competitors for the investor’s money that these 
same shares may droop to the neighbourhood of par before 
thev begin to look attractive again. Nevertheless, the process 
of decline in prices is not always understood by shareholders, 
who become uneasy at the operation of this whittling-down 
of values. which is, however, due to the general financial con- 
ditions all round. 

The electricity supplv list shows signs of wavering, and 
several falls. ranging from à to 4, have taken place. City 
Lights and County ordinarv, London Electric preference, and 
Metropolitans are all 9з. 6d. lower. The returns in this list 
are gradually approximating an 8 to 10 per cent. level. 

Many congratulations to Sir H. B. Renwick upon his 
K.B.E., a distinction well and truly earned by one to whom 
the London electric lighting industry owes more than is some- 
times supposed. The honour comes to him through work in 
connection with the Ministry of Food. 

Marconis have been again in considerable favour, and the 
parent shares are бе. 3d. un. Cable shares ae a whole are 
active, without showing marked variation in prices. The lists 
remain open until April 15th for sending in applications to the 
new issues of the Eastern, and the three other companies— 
Eastern Extension. Western and Globe. The premiums are 
fairly well maintained. With the falls in the existing fecuri- 
ties. the prices of old and new have become so nicelv balanced 
that between the two classes there is not much actual differ- 
ence, making allowance for dividend payments. Tt may not 
be too late to remind allotteea of the substantial price they 
can get for their rights should they not wish to take up the 
new shares. 

Oriental Telephones are another 2s. 6d. lower at 9j, and 
rumours are current ав to & possible melon-cutting scheme in 
connection with the company. These rumours are held to be 
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the inspiration ‘far. the mysterious jump to over £3 which 
recently occurred. | ! | - T | 

The reply of the Lamp Manufacturers to the recent stric- 
tures of the Commission is interesting, but has no influence 
upon prices in the share market. Edisons are dull at 228. 6d. 
General Electric new ordinary went firmer to 5s. 3d. pre- 
mium, after the lists closed for sending in renunciations. The 
new, preference stand at IS. discount. New India-Rubber 
shares started at a trifling premium of about 3s. 6d., but are 
now difficult to sell to any advantage. For the half shares, 
one-and-threepence was bid. Telegraph Constructions have 
fallen £l to 244.  India-Rubber old are £2 down at 14. 
Metropolitan- Vickers preference at 941 are a better market. 
Babcock & Wilcox remain heavy, with a further drop to 34. 
Labour apprehensions. Iron, steel and armaments are mostly 
dull. Brush ordinary has put on 5 points at 115, and the 
stock is in good demand. 
. Undergrounds hold their ground, thanks to the fare-raising 
expectations. Bus A,“ as the shilling shares of the com- 
pany are called, have hardened to 7s., and the income bonds 
retain their 5 points gain at 74. Mexican transport issues con- 
tinue depressed. Brazil Tractions moved back to 50, but may 
recover, as the strike on Brazilian railways is settled, and there 
is more disposition to look favourably upon the country's 
securities. With the rise in American exchange, the various 
dollar“ stocks are lower in most departments. Further 
evidence of demoralisation in the Paris exchange is an un- 
favourable factor to many of the Stock Exchange markets. 
Talk of an early improvement in the price of raw rubber helps 
to steady rubber share quotations. The expected inrush of 
buying orders to all the markets has failed to materialise, and 
the pre-Easter optimisms are, so far, distinctly disappointed. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL COMPANIES. 
Home ELSOTRIOrTY ОомРАИПЕВ, . 
Dividend Prica 


рта Avril 6. Yiela 
1918, 1919, 1990, Rise or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ordinary. ee ee 8 13 — 49 4 R 
Oharing Cross ee ee 4 7 3 -— 9 6 8 
do. do. do 4 Pref... 4 4 2 =» 8 8 8 
Chelsea. е ee oe ee ee B 4 xd — 6 8 4 
Ci of London СЕО ee ee 8 10 1 Xd — à 7 12 4 
0. do. 6 per cent. Pref. ee 6 6 xd — 6 9 8 
County of London .. ss iso T 8 xd — å 815 4 
do do. 6 percent. Pref. 6 6 83 — 1 617 2 
Kensington Ordinary сое ee 6 i 1 5 — 1 0 0 
London Electric ee ee ee Nil 24 H -— 5 9 6 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref.. е 6 6 в} === à 9 4 R 
мекородап.. pop 9. a УА 2 — $ В 6 6 
е r cen e ee a —— 8 0 
8%. James’ and Pall Mall .. ee 10 1% — 8 16 10 
South London x ; se 5 6 — 7 12 8 
South. Metropolitan Pref... ie 1 7 19/6 — 7 8 7 
Westminster Ordinary .. T 8 10 53 — 8 18 10 
a TELEGRAPHS AND TRLEPHONES, f 
Ariglo-Àm. Tel. Pref, ET i 8 6 834 — 6 18 9 
do. 0 ee ee 88/8 1% 19 — 1 18 0 
Chile ыы ad oe ee o Я 6 6 — *t18 2 
Cube Bub. • se * ee eo 7 7 10 — ы 0 0 
Bastern Extension .. oe - B 10 1 — 6 10 1 
Bastern Tel. Ord. * ee ee 8 10 154 — *6 9 5 
do. do. et. ee ee 6 6 94 — 6 6 4 
Great Northern Tel. ө .. 2 — 484 — 9 15 6 
Indo - Buropean ae oe ee 18 — — 6 18 4 
Marooni ee os ee ee 96 — 8: + * 6 18 4 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. . 10 — 2 — i 400 
United R. Plate Tel. oe ee 8 — 7 — 95 8 8 
West India and Panama .. . МЗ — 1, — 519 0 
Western Telegraph. e. ee ee 8 10 15ха — *6 18 4 
' Номи Rails, 
Oentral London Ord. Assented... 4 4 4 — 8 8 6 
Metropolitan ale 1 1 21 — 516 8 
do. District T . Ni N 1 — Nil 
Underground ElectrioOrdinary.. Nil Nil 2 — Nil 
do. do. A .. Nil Nil 7 / +6d Ni] 
do. do. Income .. Б] & 14 == 568 
. FoREIGN Trams, 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nit Nil 81 — — 
do. do. and Pref, ee — — 82 — — 
Brazil Traotions «s e. = — 50 —13 — 
Bombay Electric Pref.  .. " 6 8 183 — 8 8 0 
British Columbia Elec, Rly. Pfoe. 5 5 594 — 8 5 4 
do. do.  Preferrred a 5 504 — 918 0 
do. do, Deferred Ni 8 426 — 7 1 2 
do. do. Deb. £s d 4 51 — 7 9 1 
Mexico Trams6 percent. Bonds.. N Nil 884 —3 Nil 
do. 6 percent, Bonds. МИ Nil 26 —4 Nil 
Merican Light Common. Nil Nil 17 — Nil 
do. Pref. se . Ni Nil 27 — Nil 
do. lst Bonds. .. Ni Nil —1 = 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox .. ae я 16 — 3 — ы 
British Aluminium Ога, .. .. 10 10 |! — 6 5 P д 
British Insulated Ord. .. .. 194 15 113 — 714 8 
Callenders 64 P t ee es ео 95 шы 84 — i 7 5 10 
99 re 8 2 „ ео ee — 
Castner. Kellner a ёе An 20 ы K — ы i 2 
Crompton Ord. me io . 10 — 21/6 — 9 6 0 
Edison-8wan, A a . 10 = 1 m 8 17 10 
do. do. 5percent.Deb, . b 6 i — 6 59 
Eleotrio Construction oe .. 10 — 23/- — 8 13 10 
Gen. Elec, Pref, м is 64 64 14/6 = 70 6 
do. Ord, ee oe ee 10 arii 1 153 — *6 10 4 
Henley ..  .. We se ce И 2 — 6 6 4 
do. dà Pret Ф ee ee ee 44 44 8 — 6 4 4 
India-Rubber.. ie ie .. 10 — 14 —2 27 210 
Met.-Vickers Pref, .. 26 .. — 8 2! +è 516 5 
Siemens Ord... ed.  .. 10 10 25/6 bs •7 0 4 
21àxd —1 *4 18 0 


Telegraph Ооп, > si 20 920 
i * Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


Ir should | be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some eases the prices are only general, 


апа they may vary according to quantities and other ciroumstances, 


Tuesday, April 6th. 


| 
Latest Fortnight's 
CHEMICALS, &c. | Pros. ide or Des, 
„a Acid, Oxalic ... per lb. | 1/5 | Е 
а Ammoniac Sal ae ds S. per ton £100 | $ 
‘a Ammonia, Muriate (аге crystal) 3 | 4 | M 
а Bisulphide of Carbon — ..  ... „ | S | 
a Borax 2 o. » £42 | 
а Copper Sulphate ... - s " | £52 
а Potash, Chlorate  ... КЕ ... рег lb. lid. 3 
a i Perchlorate a "M 8 1/3 | " 
aShellac... 2. .. .. ... perowt. £42 Не 
а Sulphate of Magnesia . .. per ton #18 | й 
е Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers m „ £28 | : 
a T Lump А A " £45 И 
а Soda, Chlorate per lb. 6d. a 
a „ Crystals ... x per ton | £14 AS 
a Sodium Bichromate, casks por Ib. 266 me 
METALS, & c. А | 
g Babbitt's Metal Ingots . .. рег ton £118 to £845 | " 
c Brass (rolled metal 2” to 12" basis) per lb. 1/: 4 i id. dec. 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn)... m s 1/63 to 1/64 | 4d. dec, 
c „ Wire, dasis " 1/34 id. dec 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn) e. 6 1m. 1d. deo. 
g _» Bars best selected) ... per ton £106 £2 dec, 
g ,»9 Bheet see eee ose eee 99 £166 £2 dec. 
s [T] Rod .. ies voe eee ” £166 | 44 dec. 
d „ (Kiectrulytic) Bars "^ » £117 P 
d " „ Sheets see Т £156 Sle 
d " Ае Wire Rods.. Е — £142 тА 
d » hus H.C. Wire.. per lb. 1/44 | Mn 
# Ebonite Rod ... ese ur eee ” ie 8/- en 
f n Sheet Мы бле Ra » | 2/6 ДА 
п German Silver Wire zs sis „ 3/- 2d 
& Gutta-percha, fine » . 19/- MAT 
h India- rubber, Рага fine shia P 2/3) | 14. dec. 
i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) .. per ton ` Nom. = 
„ Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual. $i £57 € 
g Lead, English Pig " £43 ' A £3 deo. 
g Mercury... .. s ss . per bot. £28 10/- to 427 ae 
e Miva (in original cases) small .. per lb. 6d. to 4/6 
€ «a [T] 98 medium oe ээ 5/- to 10/- | 
е „ " „ large Е 12/6 to 25/- & up XN 
g Phosphor Bronze, plain castings н 1/7 to 1/14 A 
Ф т „ rolled bars and rod3 * 2/2 to 3/6 | EM 
g M » rolled strip & shee y | 2/3 to 2/9 xis 
d Silicium Bronze Wire 1 ... per ib. 1/114 | es 
r Bteel, Magnet, in bars S" » 1/8 " 
g Tin, Block (Euglish) per ton £839 to £310 £2 dec. 
m „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16. per lb. 5/5 | y 
White Anti- friction Metals ... рег ton 290 to £845 | M 
Quotations supplied by 
a G. Boor & Co. James & Shakespeare. 


Edward Till & Co. 
i Bolling & Lowe. 
Richard Johnson & Nephew, Ltd. 
n P. Ormiston & Sons, ' 
r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


c Thos. Bolton & Bons, Ltd. 

d Frederick Smith & Co. 

e F. Wiggins & Sons. 

f India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


Electrical Power Engineers’ Associatiou.— The Dundee 
Section held a successful smoking concert at Broughty Ferry, on 
March 26th, as the closing event of the winter session. 

Mr. David Hynd, of the Dundee Electricity Department, ably 
filled the chair, and opened the proceedings with a short address, in 
which he expressed appreciation of the good work done by elec- 
trical engineers in the past, and felt the future was safe in their 
bands. The E.P.E.A. had loyally carried on in spite of much 
adversity, which, however, had a power for good by its stimulation 
for greater efforts. He hoped there would be many such gatherings, 
and wished the Section every success. 

An excellent entertainment of songs and recitations was given 
by various artists. 

Replying to the vote of thanks to the visitors, Major Harry 
Richardson, M. I. E. E., general manager and engineer, Dundee Elec- 
tricity Department, remarked that we had won a great war, and asa 
result had a broader outlook on life, and consequently he was 
pleased to see that night not only departmental men, but all other 
electrical men in the district, which showed the good the E.P.E. A. 
was doing. He took this, his first opportunity since his return 
from the war, to thank his staff especially for their loyal efforts 
during his absence. 


An Electrical Turn Indicator. —An electrical turn indi- 
cator for use on aircraft, which depends on measuring the difference 
in air speed at the two wing tips, is described in the Zetlachrift 
fiir Flugtechnik und Motorlurtschitlahrt. Two Venturi tubes are 
used, one over each wing tip. Each Venturi contains three 
resistance thermometers, one in the throat, one in the entrance 
section, and one in the exit section. The temperature difference 
bet ween the throat and the entrance and exit can thus be obtained 
foreach Venturi. By combining two instruments differentially, 
the difference in temperature between the two throats can le 
measured, This temperature difference will depend on the rate of 
turning. It is claimed that the electrical recorder has very little 
lag.— Technical Review. | 
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Exports and Imports of Electrical Goods for January and February, 1920. 


THE official returns of electrical exports and imports for the months 
of January and February, 1920, show as regards the exports totals 
of £864,320 and £761.973 respectively, which compare with 
the two previous months as followa:—November, £906,035 ; 
December, £849,149. The values of electrical exports for January 


and February, 1919, were £309,210 and £326,658. The exports for 
January and February, 1920, included submarine telegraph cable 
to the value of £81,323 and £39, 814 respectively. The total weight 


of electrical machinery exported in January is given as 942 tons, 
as compared with 1,002 tons in 1919, and 2,528 tons in 1913. The 
electrical import totals for the first two months of 1920, have been 
January, £176,871, and February, £188,026, as against 290, 374 and 
£330,987 for the two previous months, November and Deoember. 
The re-exports of foreign and colonial electrical material fluctuate 
considerably, the figures for January and February being £13,622 
and £9,798, as compared with 47,833 for November, and £12,765 
for December, 


VALUES OF ELECTRICAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 1920. 


January. February. 
— — — — —— 
4 4 2 2 4 £ 
Exports. Imports. Re-exports. Exports. Imports. Re-exports 
Electrical goods and apparatus unenumerated see 101.296 84,606 9,801 107,476 45,354 2.706 
Insulated wire san sss vei TS . . 250,106 8.800 — 225,051 11,823 — 
Glow lamps sis E T ise — í 10,496 4,117 119 11,070 1,054 120 
Arc lamps and parte as dus Vix T 727 2,618 — 2,090 1,641 — 
Batteries "T ds TT i dux : 35,829 1,544 — 26.331 4,010 =з 
Meters see sae -— “ae aes ‚з 4. 20.657 4,051 143 19,073 6,026 763 
Oarbons ... T 25 жа tee du 2,322 16,605 556 11,337 11,316 2,094 
Electrical machinery— 
Railway and tramway motors bs us 2,911 — — 2,900 — — 
Motors and generators ges wae .. 108,187 — — 66,236 — — 
Electrical machinery unenumerated 62,828 100,001 1,920 63,590 89,320 1.922 
Switchboards dii wee 12,047 956 — 4,129 — — 
Telegraph and telephone cables and apparatus .. 256,914 9,573 1,483 222,690 17,482 2,193 
Totals ... m eus * 864,320 176,871 13,522 761,973 188,026 9,798 


REPORT ON 


— M — MÀ — —— — 


THE ELECTRIC LAMP INDUSTRY. 


(Cv cluded from page 428.) 


9. We find that the Association does not control the output 
or sale of lamps for export, except for the U.S.A., Japan, 
and Mexico, to which countries the sale of Association lamps 
is prohibited; the reason for this being, we understand, that 
there is an arrangement with the American patent holders 
whereby these three markets are left to American manufac- 
turers, or their licensees, conditional on the British market 
being left to British manufacturers. 

The Association stipulates that as lamps sold for export do 
not come under its rules, every precaution should be taken 
to prevent the use of such lamps in the United Kingdon. 
The explanation for this, as already indicated, is that lamps 
are sold by British manufacturers for export at considerably 
Jower prices than for sale within the country. The arguments 
sometimes adduced in favour of such a course—that export 
orders are of larger volume and entail lower manufacturing 
and selling costs—do not apply here, and we find it difficult 
to endorse a dumping ” policy of this nature which penalises 
the home user in favour of the foreign user. We are also 
of opinion that if lamps can be sold for export at such low 
prices and sold at a profit to the maker, it should be possible 
to reduce prices to that extent in the home market, irrespec- 
tive of reductions on other counts. 

10. The problem of trade combination in the electric lamp 
industry and the effective monopoly secured thereby is com- 
plicated by the fact that lamps of certain tvpes are manu- 
factured under patents which in themselves afford a monopoly 
for a term of years. Between these two forms of monopoly 
Jt is not always easy to make a clear distinction. The British 
Thomson-Houston Co., one of the leading Association firms, 
claims, for example, the sole right to manufacture drawn 
tungsten filament wire under its patent rights. This par- 
ticular patent monopoly was one of the basic patents on which 
the Association was built: but when the British Thomson- 
Houston Co. took proceedings against Messrs. Duram, Ltd., 
a non-Association firm, for infringement, they lost their case 
Jn the High Court of Justice, the Court of Appeal, and in 
the House of Lords, so that the manufacture of drawn tung- 
eten filament has since. 1917. been no longer restricted by 
patents in this country. 

Another important patent is the gas-filled half-watt lamp. 
The associated firms claim the sole right to manufacture this 
lamp in England under American patents acquired by them. 
An action broucht by one of them against a non-Association 
manufacturing firm for alleged infringement of their half-watt 
patents—which is regarded as a test case—is at present pro- 
ceedinz.* 

It has been alleged by witnesses that same of the patents 
held by members of the Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation are of doubtful validity, but that their claims under 
these patents go undisputed because of the great financial 
resources at the command of the Association, We аге not 
competent to pass an opinion on this, but might cite the case 
of Messrs. Duram, l.td., previously mentioned, in which the 


* The result is reported in our Legal ” columns to-day.— 


Ebs. 


output by more than 10 per cent. 


Association patent claims concerning drawn tungsten wire 
were contested, and judgiient Was given against tue pro- 
prietors of the patents. We are informed that this action 
cost Messrs. Duram, Ltd., the party in whose favour judg- 
ment was given, the sum of 410,000. It has been put to us 
that the consequence of this Judgment was the release of the 
industry from restriction based on claims which turned out 
to be invalid, and it has been contended in evidence given 
before us that the Association. claims other exclusive rights 
under patents which, if brought to the test, would prove 
equally invalid. In this connection a case hus come to our 
notice in which, owing to litigation threatened by the Asso- 
clation, the chiet client of a non-Association manufacturing 
firm producing lamps containing drawn wire, Was constrained 
to cease purchasing further drawn-wire lamps from the firin. 
This resulted in à considerable loss to the manufacturer and 
necessitated the re-equipment of the factory to produce 
another type of lamp. The patent under which this client 
feared that proceedings would be taken was three years later 
held by the House ot Lords to be invalid. 

We may state here that notwithstanding the judgment 
given in the Duram case, the firms comprising the Electric 
Lamp Manufacturers’ Association are under agreement not 
to dispute the patents of the licensors, and must buy their 
drawn tungsten wire only from the Дат: lation firm whose 
patent was declared invalid. The manufacturers who won 
the case are consequently prevented from supplying drawn 
tungsten wire to any of the lamp makers in the Association, 
and 90 to 95 per cent. of the home market for their produet 
is therefore closed to them. They have consequently to rely 
on the export trade for the sale of the bulk of their output. 

1. The history of the Electric Lamp Manufacturers! Asso- 
elation, as we have briefly. indicated, is closely connected 
with patent mghts; the Association having been originally 
formed to avoid litigation between leading lamp manufacturers 
who held overlapping patents. We have also mentioned that 
the principal patent-owning firms in the Association grant 
licences. to manufacture under those patents to other firma 
in the Association, who рау to the licensors a rovalty of 
5 per cent. on net selling prices in the home market and 
2 per cent. on export, in the case of standard vacuum lamps: 
and in the case of gas-filled half-watt lamps ef 73 per cent. 
and 3 per cent. respectively. 

We have now to state that the granting of these licences 
has been accompanied. by a condition limiting the number 
lamps which the licensee is nermitted to manufacture for 
home consumption under the heence. The condition usually 
imposed has heen that the licensee should not inerease nis 
per annum, although one 
ease has come to our notice where the patent holders pro- 
posed to a manufacturer а form of licence which permitted 
an annual inerease of only 5 per cent. on existing output. 

During the war this limitation has been in some cages 
waived, and the restriction of outout raised to a considerable 
extent. The licensors. contend that inasmuch as they are 
manufacturers as well as the proprietors of the patents, they 
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would be well within their rights in retaining the monopoly 
granted under the patents, and are even more within their 
rights in imposing their own limit upon the number of lamps 
to be produced under licences by manufacturers, who are 
in practice their rivals. It is further explained that no limit 
18 imposed upon the licensees us regards any lamps manu- 
factured for export, and further, that the tbree licensor firins 
are under no agreement to limit their own output. We adinit 
the technical correctness of those arguments, and commend 
the action of the patent-owning firms in the Association in 
relaxing the output limitation clauses of their agreements 
with their licensees during the war; but we have no assur- 
ance that these restrictions will not be reimposed. The licen- 
sor firms would be well within their technical rights in linit- 
ing the expansion of all associated firms in the British elec- 
tric lamp industry except themselves, but we should have 
difficulty in harnionising such a policy with the declared desire 
of the Association to see the British output of electric lamps 
increase until it is equal per head of population to that of 
the United States or Holland. The system adopted by some 
other trade associations of liniting each firm in the Associa- 
tion to a percentage of the total output of the combined 
firms, whatever that output may be, is not free froin objectiou 
from à public standpoint; but it is far preferable to the re- 
striction imposed by the licensors of these patents upon some 
of their licensees and might well be adopted by them. We 
are, of course, aware that patents are granted with the double 
object of encouraging invention by granting to the patentee 
& monopoly of manufacture for a term of vears, and of ensur- 
ing that the manner of working the invention shall be made 
known to the public for general use when that term has 
expired. We do not question the desirability of granting 
such limited-period monopolies to inventors or developers of 
inventions, but it is undesirable that patent rights should 
be made an instrument for enforcing @ monopoly wider than 
that afforded under the patents themselves. We are, more- 
over, of opinion that it should be possible to challenge the 
validity of an oppressive master patent without incurring 
such expenditure as that already inentioned in the case ot 
Messrs. Duram, Ltd., and that there should be an effective 
supervision and control of the terms on which licences to 
work patents are granted. In view of the modifications in 
the law contained in the Patents and Designs Act, 1919, de- 
signed to provide a remedy for abuses of patent monopolies, 
we reserve any recommendations we might otherwise have 
made under this head. 

12. We have referred in paragraph 9 to the purchase of 
Dutch half-watt lamps as a condition of the sale of an argon 
plant by Philoips, of Holland. We now have to state that 
during the first seven months of 1919 licences for the importa- 
tion of Dutch half-watt electric lamps were issued by the 
Board of Trade, on the recommendation of the Ministry of 
Munitions, to the following firms :— 


Lamps. 
The British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 250,000 
Siemens Bros., Ltd. .. is $us nee 500,000 
The General Electric Co., Ltd. | 500,000 


At that tine the Dutch half-watt lainp was bought in 
Holland, we understand, at about 3s. per lamp. These lamps 
bought in Holland at 3s. were sold to the user in this country 
at 128. bd. We have inquired as to how апа by whom the 
great margin between these two figures was absorbed. We 
are informed, on behalf of the three importing firms, that the 
cost of these lamps delivered into purchasers’ store in this 
country was 4s. Id.; that the selling expenses per lamp (lin- 
cluding carriage, packing, storage, &c.) were 9s. Id.; making 
a total cost to the importing and selling firms of 68. 24d. 
The average price realised from the trade is stated to have 
been Xs. 64d., which gives a net profit to the iiuporters of 
9s. 4d. per lamp. These lamps were sold to the publie at 
128. 6d., which gives an average trading margin to the dis- 
tributing trade of 38. 134. per lamp. These figures apply 
up to September 30th, 1919, when the price to the public was 
reduced to 108. 64. 

The figures furnished to us for that later period show an 
importers’ cost of 4s. Id., and selling expenses of IS. Słd.. 
making a total first-sellers’ cost of 58. Y4d., an averaged 
realised price of 68. 1014., giving an importers’ profit of 
IS. 02d., and leaving a margin of 38. 74d. for the distributing 
trade. 

We have not been able to check these fizures or to deter- 
mine the costing basis on which thev have been compiled, 
but we understand that the figures of 28. 14d. and Is. 84d. 
per lamp for selling expenses are not figures arrived at by 
actual costing, but represent the percentage customarily allo- 
cated for selling expenses be these firms. In view of the 
fact that the 1919 selling expenses on standard vacuum lamps 
are put by the Association at 5.1 pence. we are forced to the 
conclusion that fhe figures given for the half-watt lamp are 
far larger than the selling expenses actually incurred on these 


lamps. In confirmation of this view we have a statement 


from a reliable witness of considerable experience. in the 
electric lamp import trade to the effect that 20 per cent. on 
Imported cost would be an ample margin for both selling 
expenses and profit. We believe that under conditions of 
unfettered importation and free competition between import- 
ing merchants, a far lower margin even. than 20 per cent. 
would have been found adequate. We ore. of ontmioin that 
those iinported Dutch half-watt lamps might well have been 


‘sold to the public at not more than 8s. instead of 12s. 6d., 


lavish margins stil being left to the importers and the 
distributing trade. We arrive at the conclusion, therefore, 
that the public paid something like £250,000 more for these 
lamps than they need have done had their importation and 
sale been properly organised and controlled. We have in- 
quired of the Ministrv of Munitions why the issue of licences 
was confined to these three firms, but owing to the partial 
demobilisation of the department concerned. we have been 
unable to obtain sufficient information to give any account 
of the circumstances or reasons. We have also inquired of 
the Import and Export Licences Section of the Board of 
Trade whether in issuing these licences any stipulation as 
to price or conditions of sale was imposed, and learn that the 
licences were issued without any such conditions attached. 

We recognise that the three firins to whoin licences were 
granted, holding as they did patents on the half-watt gas- 
filled lamps, and relving on the validity of those patents, 
believed themselves within their rights in requiring a mono- 
poly of the importation of those Dutch lamps. We also re- 
cognise that, inastnuch as British. manufacturers could not 
at that time turn out half-watt gas-filled lamps pearly as 
cheaply as could Dutch manufacturers, to have offered the 
public Dutch lamps at considerably lower prices than the 
home . Product would have been to prejudice seriously the 
British manufacture of these lamps at a difficult and critical 
time. We cannot but think, however, that some means of 
diverting the greater part of the £280,000 from importers and 
distributors to the public revenue should have been found. 

13. It has been urged upon us, on behalf of the Association, 
that only by muss production can the manufacture of electric 
lamps be carried on in this country in successful competition 
with Holland, Switzerland, and Germany, and that herein 
lies one decisive justification of the policy the Association 18 
pursuing. We venture to remark on this point that if 
economy of production were directly related to the volume 
of output in one unit of plant, the progressive policy would 
be a poliey of concentration in a few large factories, and the 
policy of the Association should be aimed in that direction. 
But we are not convinced, from the evidence laid before us, 
that in the aetual making of lamps the big factory has any 
great advantage over the small factory. We have, indeed, 
shown that the smaller factories are able to produce, or do 
at апу rate sell, at lower prices than the larger factories. 
Where mass production is essential to economy appears to be 
in the manufacture of glass bulbs and of brass caps, and we 
consider that any effort directed towards concentrating the 
manufacture of bulbs into one highly efficient establishment, 
and of caps into another, would be advantageous as placing 
the British industry on a footing of efficiency and of independ- 
ence as regards foreign supplies of components. The Associa- 
tion is at present, we believe, pursuing such a policy, and 
since we are assured that in so doing they will not discriminate 
between associated and non-associated manufacturers, we look 
upon this as a movement of great promise to the electric 
lainp industry of this country. | 

14. We have inquired to what extent non-Association firms 
have been in the past handicapped in their competition with 
the associated firms in the matter of materials and in lamp 
manufacture, and are informed that as regards both bulbs and 
caps they have been at some disadvantage owing to the 
influence exercised by associated firms on the manufacturers 
of component parts in other countries. The best and cheapest 
glass bulbs, we are informed, are produced in other countries 
and largely imported by lamp manufacturers in this country. 
One of the leading foreign inakers is Messrs. Libby, of U.S., 
and for certain types of lamps it is advantageous to use 
Libby bulbs. But Messrs. Tabby are connected with the 
General Electric Co., of America, and that company is finan- 
cially connected with the British Thomson-Houston Co. We 
are informed that as a result of these interconnections it was 
difficult, if not impossible, for any non-associated firms in this 
country to obtain bulbs made by Messrs. Libby. Satisfactory 
bulbs were obtained from Holland and Sweden, and the home 
supplies were improving, but the sources of supply to non- 
associated manufacturers in this country were narrowed by 
reason of the international connections described. 

15. We have not in our investigation dealt with the question 
whether combination in the electric lanip industry is desirable 
or otherwise, but we think it well to record the fact that 
some Don-associated. manufacturers have declared to us their 
belief that combination would be beneficial to the industry 
and country alike provided it were a combination. of firmis 
associated on а basis of equal status, with common obligatious 
and privileges. The objections advanced against the Associa- 
tion as at present conducted are that ‘it is worked in the 
interests of three licensor firms, Who impose upon the licensee 
firms onerous conditions, in particular those requiring the 
recognition of patent claims even when they are declared 
invalid in the Courts, and those limiting the output of 
licensees. 

It has been put to us by the responsible heads of the 
Association that the Association enabled the Јар manutac- 
turing industry to resist at a critical time the invasion of the 
British market by German lamps, and kept intact in this 
country a lamp industry which, when the war came, was 
able at short notice to turn out many special types of valves 
and lamps urgently required for the prosecution of the war, 
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We agree that without some form of combination the British 
electric lamp industry would not have been able to resist во 
successfully the competition of foreign- made lamps, but we 
cannot agree either that the form of combination established 
by the Association was indispensable for the purpose, or that 
the Association has secured to the industry as a whole all 
the advantages which a more equitable form of combination 
could have ensured. In view of the great importance of 
research and experiinent to an industry, the development of 
which is so much dependent upon science, we consider that 
one important objective should have been that of concentrat- 
ing research and experiment in such a way as to get maximum 
results from the sums expended, and to place these results 
at the disposal of the industry as a whole. We have been 
informed of the very large sunis devoted to research by the 
three principal firms in the Association, and have been ‘asked 
to take account of this in considering the profits made, but 
we have no means of knowiug how much ef this expenditure 
was devoted specifically to lamps or of relating that expendi- 
ture to profits. We agree that the profits made by the in- 
dustry should be such as to afford an adequate margin for 
experiment and research; but until the Association recon- 
structs itself on a more equitable basis and subjects costs and 
expenditure to open and impartial cost-accountancy, we see 
no means whereby the public can judge that the margin so 
allowed is not excessive, and that it is being efficiently used 
for that purpose. 

16. Whereas we have shown that a trade combination 
controls practically the whole electric lamp industry in this 
country, we now have to call attention to the strong possibility 
of an international trade combination, embracing the leading 
manufacturers of America. Holland, and Great Britain. 

The General Electric Co., of America. have a majority 
holding in the British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., in Eng- 


land, and have recently joined interests with Philips Glowlamp 
Works, Ltd., a very important lamp manufacturing concern 
in Holland, recently Philips, of Holland, acquired about one- 
eighth of the Edison-Swan Electric Co., Ltd. (in England), 
shares, and two Philips directors have joined the Ediswan 
board. Such an international community of interests 
might be able to dominate the world's lamp market, fix 
prices, regulate output, and allocate markets. 

There is already un arrangement between America and 
England whereby the respective markets are allocated, and 
British associated manufacturers are prevented from export- 
ing to U.S.A., Mexico, and Japan. Moreover, the British 
Association manufacturers control, through the General Ble- 
tric Co., of Ainerica, the best American glass bulbs, and have 
prevented non-associated manufacturers from obtaining sup- 
plies of that particular bulb. : 

The British lamp consumer should, in our opinion, be safe- 
guarded against the possible maintenance of price by such 
a powerful world combine. 

17. We think it pertinent to record the fact that several 
of the witnesses whom we summoned to appear before us 
were obviously reluctant to give evidence reflecting adversely 
on the Association lest the fact of their doing so should become 
known, and their businesses suffer in consequence. Notwith- 
standing the compulsory powers delegated to us under the 
Act, we felt it necessary to give these witnesses an assurance 
that their names should be deleted from all circularised re- 
cords of the Committee, whereupon they made their com- 
plaints without hesitation. "These fears may have been en- 
tirely unwarranted, but the reluctance evinced was in itself 
an indication of the restraint that & powerful combination 
can impose upon that section of the industry which is outside 
the combination. 
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THE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OF ARTISAN DWELLINGS. 


By LEONARD MILNE, 


M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


Ir electricity is to be employed in artisan dwellings 
for lighting and other purposes, it would appear essen- 
tial that the installation costs should be very much 
reduced from those to which we are now beginning 
to become accustomed. The argument that, since the 
present cost of building is so great, and the cost 
of an electrical installation such a small percentage of the 
total figure, economies in installation costs are of small im- 
importance appears to be entirely fallacious. Dealing first 
With an installation for the supply of lighting only to an 
artisan dwelling, I find from examination of various plans 
that, on the average, the house contemplated would require 
nine lighting points, and I have had estimates prepared for 
the internal installation work on various methods at present 
in vogue, with the following result * :— 

Cost of 9-hght installation in screwed enamelled welded 
tube with 600-megohm grade C.M.A. cable of sizes conform- 
ing to the requirements of the Institution, including main 
switch and main fuses, distribution board, plain fittings, 
lamps, and switches, £19 13s. 8d. 
du same in close-joint conduit with continuity fittings, 

14 1s. ; 

The same in wood casing, £16 3s. 

The same with wires carried on porcelain cleats and un- 
protected except where they rise through floors and pass 
through walls, £11 4s. 8d. 

Examining the points where it would seem possible to 
effect a saving, I would first suggest that a main switch in 
these sinall dwellings, when lighting only is provided, could 
quite well be eliminated, substituting therefor two replace- 
ment fuses. From examination of the estimates previously 
given, I am of opinion that some form of uncased cleat wiring 
must be used, on the grounds of economy. With regard to 
the wires themselves, it appears quite unnecessary to use 
such costly material as 600-meghoin grade cable on the neutral 
side of those systems where one pole is directly and perinan- 
ently connected to earth, since at the outside we could only 
be dealing with differences of pressure of a very few volts 
between this conductor and earth; the insulation of the braid- 
ing of the wire, and of the porcelain cleats would, I submit, 
be amply sufficient for the neutral side. 

There are to-day an enormous nuinber of installations in 
which the insulation on the neutral side is practically nil, 
and yet I cannot find any case in which it has been observed 
that the occurrence of a fire was coincident with the develop- 
ment of a fault between the outer and neutral on the svstein. 

As to the size of wire emploved, at the present time a 
No. 18 S.W.G. is the smallest wire permitted bv the wiring 
rules. The considerations on which this rule is based are 


* All estimates in this paper are based on the prices ruling 
in the autumn of 1919 and the sizes of wires then in common 
use. Recent variations do not, however, materially alter the 
comparative figures. 


undoubtedly mechanical, not electrical. I would suggest that, 
in the саве of twin wires, the minimum size permitted should 
be reduced from No. 18 to No. 20 S. W. G., since the mechani- 
cal strength of a twin 20 S. . G. wire is at least equal to the 
mechanical strength of a single 18 S.W.G. A twin wire 
might be used, made up with one core of No. 20 S. W. G. 
insulated to 600-megohni grade with a bare No. 20 S.W.G. 
laid in long spirals around this, and the whole braided over 
all. Such a twin conductor, compared with two separate 
conductors of No. 18 gauge, effects a saving of 50 per cent. 
in the cost of wire. 

I would propose to dispense with switch drops, to place 
а combined switch and ceiling rose (or a switch and ceiling 
rose mounted together on the saine block) on the wall near 
the ceiling level, and to operate the switch by a cord or rod 
attachment. The position of the combined switch and ceiling 
rose can generally be chosen so as to be close to the door 
of the room. Froin this ceiling rose І would run a twin 
flexible wire, passed over an insulated hook, directly to the 
point where light is required. This twin flexible I would 
again construct of one insulated wire and one semi-insulated 
wire. ln this way a saving of 40 per cent. would be effected 
in the cost of flexible cords. 

Where conductors run through floors, they should be pro- 
tected up to the skirting level or possibly above hand reach, 
preferably in j-in. insulating tube. They should also be pro- 
tected in a similar manner where passing through walls. Such 
protection, primarily mechanical, would, with the braiding, 
provide for the otherwise bare conductor sufficient insulation 
to prevent electrolytic action. 

The total result of the economies suggested is that the 
cost of а 9-lght installation as described would amount to 
£7, as against a sum varying from £19 13s. 8d. to £11 4s. 8d. 
for the cost of a similar installation on the recognised methods 
before referred to. In each case my estimates are based upon 
the perhaps somewhat haphazard methods at present in 
vogue, in which there is practically no co-operation between 
the architect, the builder, and the electrician. I hope that we 
shall see closer co-operation, so that wood fixing blocks will be 
built in at all positions where fixings are required, and that 
passage ways will be left where necessary in all walls and 
ceilings. These fixings can be provided practically without 
additional cost as the building proceeds, whilst the labour of 
cutting away, and making good, amounts to approximately 
one-third of the total labour on the installation. 

Doubtless one service would be arranged for a group of 
houses, and I would suggest that the supply from house to 
house of the group should be made by means of bare over- 
head wires carried on insulators attached to the chimneys of 
the buildings, and that the supply should enter at the top 
of the house and not at the bottom, the supply authority's 
apparatus being fixed on the upper instead of on the lower 
floor. This arrangement has the further advantage of pro- 
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viding the driest position for fixing the supply authority's 
apparatus. 

A meter for each separate consumer is a heavy charge for 
the anticipated revenue, and where lighting only is installed 
consumers might be charged a fixed annual rate and a meter 
eliminated. Ihe objections to such a fixed charge under a 
contract for lighting only is that it leads to extravagant con- 
sumption and to the dishonest use of lighting points for 
electric kettles, irons, and all the various appliances which 
can be utilised with the lamp-socket adapter; or, on the 
other hand, to the use of electricity for domestic purposes 
other than lighting being hampered. 

For houses built under the housing scheme, which will to 
& large extent be of exactly the same size and type, the diffi- 
culty of improper use of energy supplied under a con- 
tract for lighting only could met by installing 
one meter for, say, every dozen or 20 houses, charging a 
fixed rental sufficient to cover the most extravagant use of 
energy for lighting purposes, and allowing a quarterly rebate 
to each consumer when the meter reading showed a con- 
sumption below the predetermined estimated figure. By this 
means, it would be to the interest of each consumer to econo- 
mise, and the improper use of current for purposes not in- 
cluded in the contract would probably be at once notified and 
stopped. The other objection, that development is hampered, 
still remains. 

It is highly desirable that a supply of electricity should 
be available for all purposes—for heating, for cooking, house 
cleaning and washing, and for small power for labour-saving 
devices. For a general supply a separate meter for each 
house appears to be essential, but the anticipated revenue 
would be sutiicient to justify this expenditure. 

To avoid installing two meters, one for lighting and one 
for power, the system of charging a fixed annual sum plus 
a small charge per unit used for any purpose has distinct 
advantages. The ideal system, which should be free from 
complication, easily understood by the consumer, adapted to 
promote the general use of electricity for all purposes, and 
equitable, has, I think, still to be found. 

As regards heating, I do not think we can anticipate the 
elimination of fires from the room, or rooms, where heat is 
constantly required. In bedrooms, where artificial heat is 
only required on rare occasions, electric stoves are eminently 
suitable The suggestion has been made that considerable 
economies in building would be effected by completely dis- 
pensing with chimneys and grates; and, with the one excep- 
tion of the main living room, I think this could be done with 
great advantage. The saving in cost of building by dispensing 
with chimneys and grates in all rooms but the living room, 
and by substituting for them efticient forms of ventilation, 
would amount to approximately £25 per house and would 
further provide an additional 15 sq. ft. of available floor 
space. , 

The cost of wiring with twin wires as previously described 
for the heating plug in each room from which a fireplace has 
been removed would only amount to approximately 188. per 
point, or £4 108. for the house with five power points. I have 
not included in this figure the cost of the electric stoves 
themselves, for it seenis quite unnecessary that these should 
be provided by the landlord for each room in each house. 
Electric stoves and other electrical apparatus which are only 
occasionally used, should be available on the estate for hire 
bv the tenants. 

With regard to electrical cooking, by reason of the com- 
plete control and lower average temperature required, the 
resultant saving in food wastage alone should cause the adop- 
tion of electrical cooking on grounds of economy. There are 
on the market several satisfactory kitchen outiits suitable for 
a working-class fainily, and the cost of such an outfit, con- 
sisting of an electric oven 18 in. by 15 in. by 15 in. with 
four controls, boiling. plate 18 in. bv 10 in. with three con- 
trols, a grill 9 in. by 8 in. and a two-pint kettle, would amount 
to about £14 at present prices, and the daily consumption 
for cooking for a family of five would average about 74 units 
per day. In the United States the average figure is stated 
to be under 1 unit per dav per person. 

It will pay the electricity supply undertaking to quote 
preferential rates for cooking in an artisan dwelling, since 
the range will be used chiefly for the midday dinner at or 
near the time of minimuin davtime load on the station. The 
stuinbling block to electrical cooking is the question. of 
domestic hot-water supply. In the majority of cases this is 
inadequately provided from a saddle-back boiler in the kitchen 
fire. This is not satisfactory. The alternative, of using a 
separate stove burning anthracite, is more convenient and 
more economical than keeping a kitchen fire alight to provide 
hot water. Taking anthracite as costing at the present time 
£4 5s. a ton, the daily cost amounts to approximately 71d. 
Roughly, this will provide the equivalent of 50 gallons of 
hot water at a temperature of 104 deg. F. 

Another alternative is to obtain the hot-water supply from 
a pas-heated реуѕег. To obtain the same quantity of hot 
water at the same temperature would require a consumption of 
75 cu. ft. of gas. to which must be added, if the arrangement 
is to be convenient, the amount consumed bv a pilot burner, 
whieh would be alight for, sav. 13 hours a da and consume 
five or six cu. ft. per hour, making the total gas consumption 
135 ceu. ft. per dav. Taking the price of gas as 48. 6d. the 
cost would be, say, 71d. per day. 


There are several electric water-heaters on the market for 
which an efficiency of 90 per cent. or over is claimed when 
the apparatus is used to its full capacity over a period of 24 
hours, and I am of opinion that such an efficiency should 
be obtainable. А stil higher degree of efficiency could 
doubtless be obtained without thermal storage, but it appears 
essential that some form of thermal storage be employed 
if electric heating of water is adopted. To give a convenient 
eupply of bath water, 18 gallons of water at a temperature of 
104 deg. F. should be available within 10 minutes; and to 
provide this without thermal etorage, even with & beater of 
100 per cent. efficiency and assuming a temperature of 55 
deg. F. for the inflowing cold water, would require over 
15 xw. for 10 minutes. Such a load is not one that suppl 
engineers would be prepared to take on at the low price whic. 
is essential if the electrical heating of water for domestic 
purposes is to come into general use. With thermal storage 
and a load factor of practically 100 per cent., a supply is even 
to-day obtainable at ld. per unit; and with arrangements 
which would ensure that the water-heater load was off at times 
of peak load, I should anticipate that a rate of jd. per unit 
or lesa would be quoted. 

The objections to thermal storage by means of a heated 
cast-iron block are the weight and bulkiness of the apparatus. 
The objection to thermal storage in the hot water itself is 
that either a large cistern 18 required for adequate storage, 
or that the water has to be stored at a high temperature, 
increasing the thermal losses and, moreover, rendering the 
water unpotable and liable to deposit scale. 

Although a domestic hot-water supply may be obtained 
more cheaply electrically than in any other way—d. against 
7d. to 8d. & day—the price is still somewhat high for an 
artisan family. The direction in which the final solution 
of the problem lies is to fit a small boiler in the parlour 
grate, to store tepid water at, say, 80 deg. F. or 90 deg. F. in 
winter time, and to employ an electrotherinic booster to raise 
the tepid water to the required temperature. In summer 
time when there is no parlour fire, a little more electric power 
will be necessary; this, combined with arrangements ensuring 
that the peak load is not overlapped, gives a most desirable 
load to the supply station. | . 

A further investigation on the subject of thermal storag 
is urgently called for. Possibly good results might be ob- 
tained by making use for thermal storage of the latent heat 
of fusion of some metal, alloy, or salt, such as nitrate of 
soda, or the latent heat of crystallisation of the solution of 
a salt, such as acetate of soda, which has already been used 
for thermal storage. The subject is the.kev to the extensive 
introduction of electric cooking. Solve the «doinestie. hot- 
water problem and electric cooking will necessarily follow. 

From figures previously given, it will be seen that, leaving 
out of consideration on both sides of the account the provision 
of a hot-water supply, the capital cost of the complete 
electrical equipment of an artisan’s dwelling, including cook- 
ing apparatus, is practically covered by the saving on the 
building by dispensing with chimnevs and grates. 

Various other labour-saving devices which are an the 
market wil be extensively used in the artisan's house when 
a cheap electricity supply is available in every room, and I 
would call attention to one piece of apparatus which should 
be, but, as far as I know, is not, on the market, namely, 
an electrically heated airing cupboard. Most small. houses 
are at present very inadequately provided with airing facilities, 
and an electrically heated airing cupboard, properly ventilated 
to the outside, is an inexpensive convenience which will do 
much to promote the health of the people. 


EARTHING." 


before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS.) 
THE sub-committee was asked to consider the whole ques- 
tion of earthing (including the time element of circuit- 
breakers, the heating of conductors, the current-carrying 
capacity of the apparatus earthed, the drop of pressure in 
metal sheathing, and the number of earth wires required).“ 
In accordance with these instructions the sub-committee 
first proceeded to determine experimentally the heating of 
earth wires, ie., bare conductors of various cross-sectional 
areas, having in mind that rule 34 in the seventh edition of 
the I. E. E. Wiring Rules requires one No. 14 S. W. G. wire, 
or conductor of an equivalent cross-sectional area, to be pro- 
vided for every 50 amperes or part thereof of working current, 
and that rule 98 (b) allows the use of a fuse which will per- 
manently carry any current less than three times the normal 
for working currents not exceeding 10 amperes, and twice the 
working current for larger conductors. Fig. 1 shows the rise 
in temperature for bare conductors of various sizes carrying 
twice the working current allowed by the Institution rule 
for the same cross-sectional area of insulated conductor, ie., 
* Report of the Earthing Sub-committee of the Wiring 
Rules Coninittee. The sub-committee consisted of Mr. G. S. 
Ram (chairman), Mr. J. Frith, Mr. G. II. Nisbett, and Mr. 
A. L. Taylor. 


(Abstract of paper read 
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the current which an earth wire may have to carry inde- 
finitely under the present rules. 

The temperatures arrived at are much higher Шап will 
be considered safe 

The considerable cooling effect obtained by attaching a 
wire to a brick wall will be noted, but the sub-committee does 
not consider it safe to calculate the sizes of earth wires for 
a given current, except on the assumption that the wires 
will be entirely surrounded by still air. 

An earth wire should be so designed in size that, assuming 
the correct operation of the fuse. the temperature can never 
rise to that of the melting point of tinman’s solder, i.e., 
about 392 deg. F., in order tu ensure the permanency of the 
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Fig. 1.—TemMreratere Risk ov Bare Sort Correr CONDUCTORS. 


connections and to avoid fire risk. Apart from the question 
of danger to life, the whole object of un earth wire is to 
enable the fuse to open the circuit. 

The Institution rule dealing with fuses, No. 98 (b), does 
not specify a time limit; therefore, a fuse that will per- 
manently carry, say, 299 per cent. or 199 per cent. of the 
working current (dependmy upon the size of conductor) will 
comply with the Institution rule provided it opens the circuit 
at respectively three times or twice the working current. A 
fuse designed for these limits would i 
overheating of the conductors if we are correct in assuming 
that tho maximum current permissible " given in the wir- 
ing rules table refers to the working load of the cables, but 
the limiting conduetor temperatures are laid down in rule 
44 as 130 deg. F. for rubber and 176 deg. F. for fibre. As a 
help towards meeting the difficulty. we suggest that the rules 
should be altered so that the allowable working current 

stated in the appendix to the rules should be based on a 
аг atmospheric temperature of 80 deg. F. instead 
of 100 deg. F. as at present. If this were done, we should 
then have for the operation of the fuse a margin between 
the working temperature and the maximum allowable of, 
in the ease of rubber cables, 30 dew. F., and for fibre, 46 deg. 
F., instead of at present only 10 des. F. for rubber cables 
and 26 deg. F. for fibre cables. 

Copper fuses as now commonly used are unsuitable for the 
purpose we have in mind, as the margin between the safe 
working load and the fusing current is а wide one compared 
with other metals available. Fig. 2 shows the temperature 


curve for a typical copper-wire ‘fuse. If such a fuse is to 


open the circuit at all with an overload of, say, 50 per cent:, 
it would be so hot (500 deg. F.) at the working load that 
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it would be in a state of instability and would, owing {о 
oxidisation, ultimately open the circuit when it was not 
required to do so. Moreover. a copper fuse set to these 
hmits would not comply with the Institution rule 98 (a) 
reading: No over-heating of any part must take place 
when the full current flows continuously." This rule should 
be maintained. A copper fuse involves the need for setting 
it to break the circuit at a higher value of the current it 
will permanently carry. 

Pure tin wire scems most nearly to meet our requirements: 
the melting point is low. the metal is strong and not too 
ductile, and it is practically free from deterioration at term- 
peratures below the melting point. 

In order to admit of the ready testing of а fuse, we con- 
sider it advisable to specify the current at which the fuse’ 
will melt in one minute from the application of the current, 
starting from cold, rather than the present practice of specify- 
ing the current af which it will A liy melt. 

Figs. 3 and 4 Show some char) eer stic We for tin. fuse 
wire P Е. її e n wit iffe 
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capacity. A sufficient allowance for determining the work- 
ing current is to deduct 334 per cent. from the one-minute 
fusing current, which will make the fusing current 50 per 
cent. above the working current. This gives with a tin fuse 
wire а sufficient margin over the working current to allow 
for variables, such as size, &c., for all types except dust 
fuses. This type of fuse, not being generally used in con- 
nection with wiring work, can be provided for by making 
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the working current 50 per cent. of the one-minute current 
for this type of fuse, which would then give a sufficient 
margin between the working current and the current at 
which the fuse would ultimately open the circuit with a 
prolonged load. 

It will be seen from figs. 3 and 4 that the environment of 
a fuse has a marked effect both on its ultimate carrying 
capacity and on the value of the current at which it will 
break circuit in a given time. It is, therefore, desirable that 
апу new rules should make it clear that a standard fusing 
current for a given size of wire cannot be stated unless both 
its environment and length are known. The Institution rules 
should specify the use of pure tin fuse wires only, and these 
should be so proportioned to their type of mounting, for all 
sizes of fuses, that they will interrupt the current in one 
minute from the first application of a current 50 per cent. 
above the maximum working current allowable by the rules 
to be carried by the smallest section of cable protected by 
the fuse. 

Where mechanical circuit breakers are used they shall be 
so designed that the conductors protected by them cannot 
exceed the limits of temperature allowable with wire fuses, 
that is to say, a circuit breaker can safely operate with an 
increasing overload the shorter its time element; in round 
figures 250 per cent. if the circuit is to be opened in 10 seconds 
from the time of the overload and 400 per cent. if in 5 
seconds, but 400 per cent. should be the extreme limit of 
overload however much less than 3 seconds the time element 
шау 


We have investigated the carrying capacities of conduits 


and the lead coverings of cables, and particulars are given 
in the original paper. 

Theoretically, for each size of cable sheathing or conduit 
a different léngth can safely be worked with one earth, but 
ав the minimum length of 150 yards for any one size at the 
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lower voltage is well within the limits of practical require 
ments in all but very exceptional cases, we suggest that it 
be adopted as the maximum length allowable. As the wire 
armouring when used on rubber-covered cables has à carrying 
capacity in excess of that provided by lead covering if used, 
we suggest that the same rule should apply. The rules 
should clearly state that tape armouring must not be used 
for earthing purposes. 

Particulars are also given in the original paper of the 
sizes of earth wires required for various sections of working 
conductors, paper and rubber insulated respectively. In the 
case of paper cables. owing to the larger working current 
allowed, the earth wires need to be larger than for rubber- 
insulated cables, and even larger than the working con- 
ductor itself in the smaller sizes. Earth wires for both types 
become progressively emaller relatively to the working con- 
ductor as the size of the latter: increases. 

A specified size and, number of Part. wires should к named 
for each size of шаш conductor, piid the particul ara, given 
in the form of a column to be added to the particulars of 
oie iE en city, AR: of conductors given in the appendix 

Wit Rules, 
pon в assumption that = шы шош are 
522 » We такше that l 
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l. Earthing conductors must be of the numbers and eizes set 
forth in the tables attached to the rules for each eize of 
working conductor. 

2. That they should be of high conductivity copper, tinned 
or otherwise protected against corrosion, and protected against 
mechanical injury. 

3. That the smallest allowable size of earthing conductor 
should be 1/14 S.W.G., and the largest individual conductor 
should be 19/17 S.W.G., and that all conductors larger than 
1/14 S.W.G. should be stranded. 

4. When a larger section of earthing conductor than 19/17 
S.W.G. is necessary, separate conductors must be used, and 
if earth plates or cylinders are employed, separate ones for 
each conductor must also be used. 

5. Buried earth plates or cylinders must have an earth 
contact of not less than 4 6q. ft.. and be surrounded on all 
sides by not less than 12 in. depth of finely broken coke. 
They should preferably be of cast iron or other durable metal 
and the place selected for burying them must be permanently 
wet or, at least, damp.* zu 

6. Wherever an earth wire is connected to a pipe, or con- 
duit, or cable sheath, or armouring, a substantially designed 
clip must be used. Sweating sockets also must be used at 
each end of the earth conductor for all sizes larger than 
1/14 S.W.G. For armoured cables substantial clamps must 
be used, so designed as to grip firmly the whole of the wires 
of the armouring without damage to the insulation. 

7. Where special earth plates are not provided, extreme 
care must be taken to see that only such earths are used 
as are easily capable of carrying the maximum current which 
can be allowed to flow by the largest fuse used in the circuit 
in question. From this point of view water pipes directly 
in connection with the street water-mains make excellent 
earths. Steel frameworks of buildings must not be used as 
earths. 

In conclusion, the sub-committee strongly recommends that 
rule 2 (b), providing for the need of earthing all metal other 
than the conductor on circuits where medium pressures are 
used, be extended to include low-pressure circuits also, and 
that it also be extended to prescribe the earthing of all metal 
liable to be electrically charged, such as constructional steel- 


work. - 


DISCUSSION IN LONDON. 


The discussion was a joint one on the electrical equipment 
of artisan dwellings, with an introductory paper by Mr. L. 
Milne, and on the report of the Earthing Sub-committee of 
the l. E. E. Wiring Rules Committee. 

Mr. J. W. BEAUCHAMP opened the discussion on the paper, 
and said that the figures it contained of the cost of wiring 
such dwellings would be of much value. He had found great 
diversity in such figures when supplied by various contrac- 
tors. lt was his opinion that an attempt should be made to 
spend a greater proportion of the cost of such installation in 
the factory instead of on site; by that he meant everything 
it was possible to do in the factory should be done there so 
that the resulting product would be, so to speak, a form 
of cable which only required to be.nailed to the wall. They 
had been promised 100, 000 houses before the end of the year 
(500,000 were needed), and he emphasised the importance of 
wiring the houses immediately; if that was not done at once 
they would probably have to wait ten years before they could 
get them all wired. They should not wait to ascertain whether 
the tenants intended to use electricity before putting in the 
installations; if tenants found the houses already wired it 
was an easy matter to induce them to become consumers of 
electricity ; moreover, if the houses were not wired for electric 
lighting they would certainly be piped for gas. In this con- 
nection the actual cost of the installation was not of much 
account. It was the difference between the cost of wiring for 
electricity and that of piping for gas with which they were 
really concerned. The wiring of artisan dwellings would 
result in benefit to all concerned; every branch of the elec- 
trical industry would stand to gain much both from the 
monetary and business points of view. It was his opinion that 
the rent-paying capacity of the present-day artisan had not 
been fullv appreciated, if really good houses were provided 
tenants would be prepared to pay good rents for them. "They 
should at least make an attempt to find some means of edu- 
cating the public to the benefits to be derived from the use 
of electricity in the home. However, the first thing to be done 
was to get the houses wired, and when that was done he was 
confident that an increasing use af electricity. not only for 
lighting, but also in connection with all forms of labour-saving 
devices, would follow as a matter of course. 

Mr. G. Scorr Ram, in opening the discussion on the Earth- 
ini Sub-comimittee’s report. explained bow the committee 
came to be appointed. In the course of inspecting factories 
in diſterent parts of the country he had been struck by the 
large number of earth wires installed (many of which had 
fused) that were yery much too ыпа to carry the current 
they were intended to du. It appeared to hin that the sizes 
of earth wires had not been considered trom a screntife point 
of view, and he nmecordingly wrote to the Institution on 
March 12th, 1918, pointing out the facts, and suggesting that 


* We have deleted the requirement of the present rule to 
the effect that the coke used must be free from sulphur. 
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an inquiry should be made. The Committee had subse- 
quently confirmed a number of observations that he had made 
in the letter referred to. After enumerating the chief recom- 
mendations of the Committee, the speaker said that most of 
the credit was due to Mr. G. H. Nisbett, who had carried out 
all the hard work connected with the inquiry. 

Mr. H. H. Berry agreed that some form of cleat wiring 
was necessary if small houses were to be wired cheaply. He 
would encourage members to write to the Institution Wiring 
Rules Committee about the subject under discussion; the ' 
Committee was always ready to consider suggestions that 
were likely to be of help. He believed that some of the 
wiring rules were not observed because they called for plant 
which was not forthcoming, some did not exist, and it was only 
with the assistance of others that the committee could suc- 
cessfully overcome such difticulties. He called attention to a 
lamp adapter which was very useful in preventing the illegiti- 
mate use of electricity for such devices as heating and cooking 
apparatus where the fixed price system of charging was in 
force. This adapter allowed only certain devices to be used 
and no others. The double installation cost of a separate 
lighting and heating installation was undoubtedly a very 
great disadvantage. He had considered the problem carefully, 


‚ and had come to the conclusion that the installation of elec- 


tricity in artisan dwellings was within their economic reach 
to-day. His system was to use one primary source of heat 
to heat the water supply of the house, both for washing and 
heating purposes, and by the aid of radiators and magi- 
coal ” fires the ‘‘ topping up of the room temperature could 
be done electrically. With regard to the fixed-price system 
of charging for a hot-water supply leading to its extravagant 
use, there was now a device on the market designed to check 
any euch extravagant use. 

Mr. J. Frita thought that the metering problem could be 
entirely solved by the maximum demand system of charging 
for energy used. Referring to earthing, he thought it 
essential to consider the question of earth wires together with 
that of fuses. An earth wire must first carry the current 
which would blow the fuse or trip the circuit breaker, and 
secondly, it must serve as a preventative against shock. He 
agreed that tin was the only suitable metal that met the 
required conditions for fuses, and considered it desirable that 
the earthing rules should apply tu all apparatus, irrespective 
of the pressure used. 

Мг. W. R. Rawuinus did not agree that some form of 
cleat wiring was necessary; any such system would cause 
endless trouble, as the wire was extremely liable to be dam- 
aged or even pulled down entirely, especially in artisans’ 
dwellings. He considered that any form of wiring that allowed 
an air space between the wall and the wire was not to be 
encouraged. There was no reference in the paper to metal- 
covered wire such as the Henley, Stannos, &c., systems, 
neither was there any reference to the fixed price system of 
charging. The latter system would, in his opinion, solve 
many of their present troubles. After explaining the method, 
and that it was only suitable for alternating current, he 
remarked that four to six lights would be all that would 
be necessary in the proposed artisan dwellings. He agreed 
with Mr. Beauchamp that it was essential to introduce elec- 
tric lighting at all costs into the houses now being built, and 
he was confident that such introduction would bring with it 
much work for hoth the contractor and supplier. The cost 
of separate installations for lighting and heating was alto- 
gether prohibitive. The Earthing Sub-committee deserved 
credit for the information given in its report; such informa- 
tion. was difiicult to obtain in the usual wav, and was not 
given in text books. It had shown that the wiring rules 
were not what they should be. and he thoucht they ‘were 
deeply indebted to the committee for bringing the points 
home. The pronosition to reduce the capacity of fuses to 
an overload of 50 per cent. was not adequate, there would 
not be sufficient margin to allow for overload. l 

Mr. H. J. CasR congratulated the authors on their papers. 
they were very interesting. and contained much information. 
He admired the boldness of some of the suggestions made in 
eoannection with the wiring of artisan dwellings. He agreed 
that there were numerous installations in which the insula- 
tion on the neutral side was practically nil; тапу faults that 
existed were not known of, and it was interesting to hear the 
author state that he had not been able to find any case in 
which it had heen observed that the occurrence of a fire was 
coincident with the development of a fault between the 
outer and neutral of the svstem. IIe agreed that they should 
set the houses wired ot all costs, and also with the author's 
suggestion that they should attempt to reduce the cost of 
wiring rather than svend the monev on propaganda. He 
did not think anv existing method of wiring was as cheap 
as that suggested by the author, who did not udvecate oven 
wiring, as it appeared to have been assumed. The cleat 
wiring would rot he exposed. it would all he under the floor, 
&c. He agreed that a combined switch and ceiling rose was 
desirable, and thought it would help to reduce the cest 
enormouslt. Such a switch need not be placed near the 
door, as was advocated n the naper, it should be located 
as near as possible to the lighting point, so as to reduce 
the wiring, but if desirable it could be operated by a cord 
во placed as to hang near the door. He did not favour 
running flexible wires across: the ceiling, such runs were 
much too long and unsightly. The principal difficulty in 
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the problem of heating water could be solved to-day, although 
not on a suticiently large scale as vet as to be generally 
applicable. A point that appeared to have been overlooked 
was a hot cupboard tor airing clothes. Such a thing was 
essential in every house, although they were hardly ever 
provided, and the electrically-neated airing cupboard was an 
execedingly economical device. He did not think the fixed- 
price lamp holder adaptor mentioned by a previous speaker 
would be of much абу, because any artisan of to-day was 
quite capable of substituting an ordinary holder. 

Mr. W. Cross did not tavour the author's system of partly 
insulated twin wire; he had known cases where there was u 
potential difference of òU volts between the neutral and 
earth, and in his opinion some system. of metal-covered wire 
was desirable; he was not in favour of introducing any form 
of cleat wiring into the type of house under consideration. 
A separate ineter tor each consumer was the most satisfactory 
inethod of charging, unless the generation costs could be 
considerably reduced Lom what they were at present. He 
did not think they could eliminate the cual fire altogether, but 
that made little difference; they should make use of central 
heating and endeavour to introduce wore labour-saving de- 
vices. In America, where such apparatus, including eiectric 
cooking and kitchen outlits, were extensively used, the con- 
sumption worked out at about 1 unit per person per day. 
What they were in need of was more co-operation between 
builders, contractors, electricians, and all others concerned. 

Mr. HETFORD was of the opinion that most faults occurred 
at the point of application of the apparatus, and not in the 
wiring. He thought that the 50 per cent. overload fuse was 
a practical impossibility; the fuse should be placed between 
the wire and the apparatus, and not between the switch- 
board and the wire, because the wire could always carry 
more current than the fuse. Ille could not’ agree that tin 
was a suitable metal for tuses, copper was much to be pre- 
ferred. With regard to the sizes of earth wire, he thought 
that too large a number of wires was suggested. 

Mr. S. Poorer was favourably disposed towards the use 
of cleat wiring. and said that the comparative costs and 
figures given in the paper were correct. He did not like the 
suggested partly-insulated wire, it might not always be put 
on the neutral side, and such thin insulation would be very 
liable to be damaged. He thought that more co-operation 
between the builder and the wiring contractor would over- 
come the difficulties at present encountered with cleat wir— 
ing; he favoured the method of treating a group of houses 
a. a unit for the purpose of supply, and predicted that the 
hot water problem was well on the way to solution. 

Mr. P. Rosninu agreed that the wiring should be completed 
as far as possible in the factory so that it could be installed 
in the shortest possible time, and the work that had to be 
done on site should be reduced to a minimum. Some form 
of metal-cased double wire was to be preferred because Шо 
cost of upkeep was an item of considerable importance. He 
protested against the proposed discontinuance of tinned copper 
fuses. 

Mr. G. C. Burnanp did not think that cleat wiring was desir- 
able in the class of house under consideration. The fixed price 
system had been adopted m а number of towns, and had 
worked quite satisfactorily; he had not found that the svstem 
led to wasteful use of energy, and there was no tendency to 
leave lamps burning unnecessarily ag Was supposed. The 
lamp holder adaptors inentioned by a previous speaker had 
been used with success, and he had found that they were 
not interfered with or removed. The fixed price systemi would 
work equally well for charging for heating. and cooking 
as for lighting. 

Mr. 5. W. Meson, referring to the Earthing Sub-conimit— 
tee's report, said that he had made experiments, and had found 
that when two earth plates were buried 15 ft. apart in what 
Was practically running water, there was a resistance between 
the plates of from 60 to 70 ohms and no resistance between 
the plates and the coke in which they were buried. vet sufti- 
cient current would not pass between the plates to heat up 
the wires, as was suggested in the report. He was dubious 
about the wisdom of using water pipes for earthing purposes, 
and thought that the earth wire of each building should be 
connected to the earth wire of the supply system. It would 
he quite useless to rely on buried plates or water pipes if 
they were going to pass such currents as were contemplated 
in the report. With regard to dielectric deterioration under 
‘high temperatures, it was a very much slower process than 
was usually supposed; he had known cables work at a tem- 
pone of 100 deg. F. for years, and be none the worse 
or it. 

Mr. C. A. BAKER was of the opinion that the wiring instal- 
lation in houses should be fire and fool proof, and it was, there- 
fore, necessary to employ screwed tubing. His method would 
be to bring in a supply from the nearest point available to 
the centre of the house. He would then install a skeleton 
system of tubing before the house was completed, all such 
tubing to be cut, bent, and prepared as far as possible in 
the factory for саку erection on site. When the house was 
completed the wires could be drawn into the tubes, and the 
fittings installed to the requirements of the tenant. It was 
not necessary that heating and cooking apparatus should 
form part of the initial installation, euch devices could be 
added by the tenant at his leisure. He bad not found it 
neceseary to place the switches near the doors; the chain 


switches referred to by previous speakers were well known, 
but not now obtainabie. He had yet to find the contractor . 
who was willing to make any diflerence in prices when chain 
switches were used. He was of the opinion that they would 
have to resign themselves to the use of one meter nt least. 
On account of the lateness of the hour, the authors re- 
served their replies for publication in tlie I. E. E. Journal. 


ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION OF ENERGY. 


- AT the Conference of the I.M.E.A., at Felixstowe, last year, 


e 


Mr. 5. L. Pearce read a paper on the subject of the relative 
merits of overhead lines and underground cables in connec- 
tion with the supply of electricity to populous centres, of 
which we gave an abstract in our issue of July 4th, 1919. 
‘Lhe paper elicited trom Mr. G. V. Luis a critical article 
Which appeared in our issue of August loth, 1919, and now 
we are enabled to publish some-notes by Prof. Alfred Still 
(of Purdue University, Indiana, U.S.A.), obtained as the 
result of an interview by Mr. E. V. Lannell, the resident 
engineer in New York ot the British Aluminium Co., Ltd. 

Prof. STILL said it was not his intention to discuss or criticise 
the figures and curves given in the paper. ‘these were the 
result of much thoughtful labour on the part of a man admir- 
ably qualified to do the work. It was, however, doubttut if 
any foreign engineer, or any engineer who had lived many: 
years out of England, could fail to be struck by the attitude, 
not only of Mr. Pearce, but also of the majority of those 
taking part in the discussion, regarding the transmission of 
energy by overhead conductors. 

At the close of bis paper Mr. Pearce had expressed the hope 
that the resulting discussion would assist in a truer apprecia- 
tion of the problems of electric transmission; yet, in his 
reply to the discussion which his paper evoked, he seemed 
to regret that ‘‘ unfortunately it tended to develop into a 
' battle of systems. 

Prof. STILL was of opinion that if there was any question 
regarding the best and most economical method of trans- 
nutting electrical energy over long distances, it could not but 
be appropriate to discuss it, especially after Mr. Pearce had 
expressed himself as favouring underground cables for long- 
distance transmission. 

It was true that distances rarely exceeding 10 to 15 miles 
appeared to be understood when speaking of long-distance 
transmission, and if such lines ran through populous districts 
the advantages of underground transmission might over- 
balance its disadvantages; but it seemed probable that. 
even in England, the so-called super-stations which were 
now under consideration might be able to transmit energy 
economically up to 40 or 50 miles, or even greater distances. 
The cost of coal had been taken at about 20s. per ton, which 
seemed ап enormous price to pay near the pit's mouth, where 
the proposed super-stations would presumably be erected. 
With cheaper coal, the economical distance of transmission 
would be very greatly increased, and if the comparison were 
then made between overhead and underground transmission 
for main lines, the advantages would nearly all appear to 
be in favour of the former. 

Both Mr. Wordingham and Mr. Burr mentioned some of 
the more obvious advantages of overhead transmission. With— 
out advocating one system rather than another, Prof. STILL 
believed that other British engineers would do well to study 
Continental and American practice in this connection, before 
deciding in favour of underground cables for main trans- 
mission lines. Branch lines and connecting networks were 
of less importance. It was true that first cost was not the 
all-important factor in arriving at a decision. Much had 
been said about reliability and continuity of service, also 
about the number of interruptions that the British people 
were likely to tolerate. It was, however, probable that they 
would tolerate just so many interruptions as might occur on 
the best designed system of transmission; it was the business 
of the engineer to ascertain which was likely to be the most 
reliable system in each particular case. Mr. Chattock seemed 
to think that if British engineers were prejudiced in favour 
of underground inains. they were rightly so prejudiced, 
because he believed à less reliable supply would be obtained 
with overhead conductors. But why be prejudiced? Why 
not draw conclusions from facts and data actually available 
from all parts of the world? If the comparison were made 
between overhead transmission at whatever might be the 
economical voltage (not necessarily the highest), and exist- 
ing underground cables working at 30,000 volts (or hypothe- 
tical cables working at 60,000 volts), armoured and buried 
direct in the ground, Prof. Still believed that, m the matter 
of freedom froin serious service interruption, the overhead 
evstem was preferable. He did not give his reasons in detail, 
but observed that the statements made by several speakers 
to the effect that fewer interruptions occurred on underground 
avetems than on overhead transtuissions were not supported 
by arguments or figures. The damp atmosphere of the British 
Isles. and its corrosive effect in the vicinity of manufacturing 
centres, had been referred to: the problem was of importance, 
but it was mainly an economic one. It was, however, diffi. 
cult to understand why wind, ice, falling aeroolanes, and the 
discharge of shot gune should affect the operation of overhead 
lines more adversely in Great Britain than in other countries. 
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Mr. Welbourn had referred to the B.O.T. regulations which, 
if not deliberately framed to discourage the electrical trans- 
mission of energy, had for many years retarded development. 
Mr. Pearce also referred to the attitude of the G.P.O. to- 
wards k. H. T. lines." If comparisons of costs were going to 
be made on the basis of factors of safety which the majority 
of engineers in all countries (including Great Britain) con- 
sidered unreasonable, then the resulting figures would hardly 
be fair to the overhead system; but had the time not come’ 
when the engineers as a body should decide upon what they 
desired in the matter of regulations by the B.O.T. and the 
attitude of the G.P.O., and then take whatever steps might 
be necessary to obtain what they wanted? 

Prof. Still concluded his conmiunication with a reference 
to the Thury system of continuouscurrent transmission. 
This little-understood system had much to recommend it in 
connection with straight long-distance transmission, especi- 
ally in a country where overhead conductors were looked 
upon with suspicion, because it lent itself adimirably to 
transmission by underground cables, which were not so per- 
fectly adapted to the transmission of alternating currents, 
especially at the higher voltages which would probably be 
necessary in the near future. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Sgrton-Jonrs. O' Dall. AND 
Sturwens, Chartered latent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


B. 488. Electrically-operated hoists, lifts, Кє” T. Dewnersr, A. Ens un.., 
H. J. Garey and J. Ganev. March 22nd. 

8,403. '' Device for testing sparking plugs or electric circuits therefor.” B. 
J. Рітт. Mareh 22nd, | : 

8.420. Magneto locking cover." I.. J. Vous. March 22nd. 

8.421. Apparatus for electric welding and cutting.” J. A. V. Morse. 
March 22nd. 

8.424. '' Electrically-heated soldering-irons."" II. N. II. 
F. Joseren. March 22nd. 

8.428. High-frequency alternator.” О. 
November 27th, 1917.) 

8.45. Current-collecting devices for electric 
March 22nd. (Italy, March 20th, 1919.) 

8.438. Electric switches.“ H. €. Hobbes. 

8.440. Electric ship propulsion systems." 
(General Electric Co.) March 22nd. 

8.444. Electric furnaces.” Noc. METALLURGIQUE DU. FRAYOL. 
(France, January 7th.) 

8,450. '' High-frequency alternator.’ 
January 24th, 1918.) е 

8,460. ** Sparking plugs" G. E. LENOISkE. 
7th, 1919.) 

8.484. Electrical musical instruments.“ C. 
(France, April 30th. 1919.) 

N. 48. Magneto-electric machine." L. N. 
Co.). March And. 


Cok BOLD and G. 


Биллк Xx. March 22nd. (France, 


traction.“ L. \лалко. 


March And. 
Britis Тномѕох-Носѕтом Co. 


March 22nd. 


О. Бик х. March 22nd. (France, 


March nd. (France, July 
E. Hvcowror. March And. 


Reppoirk (Camillo Olivetti & 


8,491. '' Electro-medical treatment of the human body.” J. Myers. March 
22nd. 
Нош Nh. 


8.497. Electric pocket lamps, &c.^ E. W., G. S., and H. E. 
March 23га, . 

8,503. * Safety electric globe for miners’ lamps.“ 
Davey. March 23rd. 


R. 507. Means for producing hot water and distilled water from waste 
heat of rheostats, &c.“ G. C. SiasssrkR and A. Е. Sunn. March. 23rd. 

8,518. *'' Terminals for electric cables" J. E. Barrows. March 23rd. 

8,519. “Sparking plugs." J. E. Barrows. March 23rd. 

f. 326. Electric incandescent lamps," E. Scuatrserk. March 23rd. 

8. 5 J. X-ray apparatus. Bridisn THomsox-Houston Co. (General Elec- 
tric Co.). March 23rd. 

8,579. “Electric heating apparatus.” W. II. LAS and J. A. ENckrnacit. 
March 23rd. 

B. 5 T. Voltage regulation of transformers," 
(Italy, February 21st, 1919.) 

B. BSD. Railway signalling apparatus." — F. V. Ressa, W. 
INTERLOCKING SIGNAL Co. and E. S. Tippemax. March 23rd. 

8.625. '* Portable electric lamps." C. E. P. бавҥты. March 24th. 

. 657. Amplifving stems.“ Wesrekn Evectkic Co. March 24th. 
States. March 2th, 1919.) 

K. 662. Electric motors.“ M'. S. Dresser. March 24th. 

8.683. '* l'hermionic devices" W. X. E. Оситек. March 24th. 
| Вкгиѕн TPnomsox-Houston Co. 


F. T. Barrow and L. A. 


" NV. Мукичктто. March. 23rd. 


К. бүк 


United 


8,693. “ Condenser S Steins.“ (General 
electric Co.). March 24th. 

8,694. '' Means for measuring electric current," Laxpis & Gyr. Акт. Gers. 
March 24th. (Switzerland, March 25th, 1919.) 

8.711. Automatic control mechanism for electric furnaces." 
MANUFACTURING Co. March 24th. (United States, June 26th, 1918.) 

8.715. Electric. fuses.” V. E. Joyce and Park Roya ENGINEERING 
Works. March 24th. 

8.719. Production of metals. in. electric. furnace.” G. J. Stock. March 
24th. 

RD. © Electric switches, cetling-roses, с,” AL Davis, F. R. 
Davis. Нерҳох & Co. March 25th. 

8. 768. Telephones”? J. JS NIN es and J. Kw. March. 25th. 

8.7/9. Laytos-SMitu. March. 25th, 

N. 778. Magneto-electric apparatus," A. BURLAT and А. RENAUDIN. 
25th. (France, March 26th, 1919.) 


ScovILL 


Hepsox and 


"]pnition. mapnetos.’’ К, A. 
K K 


March 


RITRO, " Means for electrically lighting motor-cycles, &e. LL. W. APPLETON, * 


March 20th. 

Мно "апе genr, Fayo Gyn Nt, Gro 
March 25th, 1949.) 

көз CU Electric ste Welding) systems" C. J. Path., Marh rh. 

8. 0. Meleclor fwitcles for telephones. H. J. PauNsn and Тик Jane 
иек Masuren Co. Marcel Bou | 

pum „ бил» duobus fop r'eetsje кйм yea врате ЕЧ 
умин. Марне жу Mave! Kiert "у! тен Male 


March Oath. (Swurzrtland, 


- VEHICLES, 


8,823. “ Electric fluid heating apparatus." E. FREDRIKsEN. March 25th. 

8,829. '' Electric heaters," . A. Terry. March 35th. 

8,833. '' Thermionic valve circuits for wireless telegraphy and telephony.’ 
А. K. MacROKIE. and G. SHARING, March Sith. 


8,837. "'' Electric. switches.” L. and L. J. Norros. March 96th. 
8. 840. Саке for elevtric-lamp bulbs." J. C. N. Eastick. March 26th. 


8,868. '' Electric motors and dynamos.“ A. M. оско. March 26th. 
8,878. “ Electric signalling systems.“ Western Evecrric Co. March 26th. 


(United States, November láth, 1014.) 

8,882. *' Electric switches.” A. C. Saati March 26th. 

8,886. * Telephones.” H. J. Parmer and ‘lik ‘Veceriione MANUFACTURING 
Co. March 26th. 


B. . Means for controlling transmission of electrical impulses.” W. R. 
SYKES ENTERLOCAING NIGNAL Co. and R. W. ТАККА, March Zoth.. 


8.914. Alternating-current: machines." STEMENS-SCHUCKERTWERKE, March 
20 h. (United States, March Anh. 1910.) 
8.918. „ Protective devices for electric circuits and apparatus." Bks 


March 26ih. 
Tptomsos-Housrox Co. and 


Thosson-Hot ston Со, (General Electric Co.). 

B. 19. Electric, &с., locomotives,  Biirisu 
F. W. Слктек. March 26th. 

N. 2g. Apparatus for manufacture of copper. cable tubes, c., by electro- 
deposition," S. O. CowrrER-Cores.. March 26th. 

8. 70. Electric washing- machines.“ J. I.. 
(United States, October 9th, 1917.) | 

. 086. Transmission and distribution in allernating-current systems.“ A. 
M. TavLoR. March 27th. ; 

8.99.3. Voltage-regulator and rectifier forc 
Hernerincton and J. E. Tuorsron. March 27th. 

9.026. Power-limiting systems." Western ELECTRIC. Co. 
(United States, September 37d. 1915.) 

9.0. 30. Automatic telephone station.“ б. А. Lone. March. th. 

9.056. Starting mechani-m for motor-vehicle engines." €. I.. BREEDEN 
and Н. W. F. IAT AN Db. March 27th. 

9.046. Commutators or electric current distributors of electric ignition ) 
tems," J. II. Кехвакех. March 27th. 


CorriE.D. March 26th. 


cletiic circuits.“ J. 


March 27th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1918. 
6.247. ELECTRIC POCKET LAMP WITH A MECHANICAL ELECTRIC GENERATOR, А. 
Luzy. October loth, 1917. (120,027.) 
13,870. ACOUSTIC OR COMPRESSIONAL-WAVE DIRECIIVE SIGNALLING, 
Fessenden. August 16th, 1917. (139.530.) 
14,239. ELECTRO-MAGNETIC |= SPEED-CONTROLLING DEVICE. 
September Ist, 1917. (119,454.) 


К. A. 
Remy Electric Co. 


1919. 
H. G. Shrivell. January 13th, 1919. (139.554.) 
Saunders. July And, 


919. TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. 

1,635. Evicrric вито. J. Y. Fletcher and C. W. 
1919. (139.557. 

1,753. TELEPHONE systems. B. S. Cohen. January 23rd, 1919. (139.560.) 

1.848. E ACI LAMPS OR TORCHES FOR CARRYING IN THE POCKET. H. Rotten- 
burg. January 24th, 1919. 139,563.) 

1.905. GUARD CHAMBERS FOR HOLDING ELECTRIC HEATING ELEMENTS. J. Nolan. 
January 25th, 1919. (139,564.) 

3,684. ELECTRIC HEATING ELEMENTS. 
(138,581 .) 

4.637, CONSTRUCTION OF DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINERY. D. ID. Rayner. Feb- 
ruary 25th, 1919. (139,594.) 

4.794. ELECTRIC IGNITION SYSTEMS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES, H. 
Woodgate and A. Main. February 26th, 1919. (139,598.) 

5.524. Exvectxic HAND LAMPS, M. J. Railing. March 6th, 1919. (139,616.) 

7.598. WIRELESS. SIGNALLING — SYSTEMS, British Thomson- Houston. Co. 
(General Electric Co.) March 26th, 1919. (139,640.) 

8,083. ELECTRIC MOTOR CONTROL SYSTEMS. British Thomson-Houston Со. 
and A. A. Pollock. March ЗІМ, 1919. (139,647.) 

8,550. ELECTRIC STORAGE BATTERIES. P. D. Ivey and A. J. Salisbury. April 
dth, 1219. (133,652.) 

9.297. "Tiwr-riMir OVERLOAD ELECTRIC RELAYS. R. Brooks and Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Со. April Vth, 1919. (139,660.) 

10.393. DEVICE FOR INSTRUCTIONAL AND OTHER PURPOSES FOR DEMONSTRATING 
JHE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TRUE POLE AND THE MAGNETIC POLE ANU rok LIKE 
rerposes. E. K. Brown. April 26th, 1919. (139,676.) 

10,737. MEANS FOR SUPFOKTING THE SHADE OF АМ ELECTRIC INCANDESCENT LAMP. 
IL. G. Flory. April 30th, 1919. (139,679.) 

12,955. ELECTRICAL CONDENSERS. E. A. Bayles, H. Higham and British 
Insulated & Helsby Cables. Lid. May 23rd, 1919. (139.644.) 

13.015. VLLrcrumc-wELDING ELECTRODES. British Thomson-Houston Co. 
(General Electric Co.) Мау 23rd, 1919. (139.695. 

13.152. SEMEAUTOMATIC TRLETHONE SYSTEMS. Siemens Bros. & Co. and T. 
Pettigrew, May 26th, 1919. (139.696.) E 

13.738, AUTOMATIC. OR. SEMI-AL TOMATIC. TELEPHONE. SYSTEMS, Automatic Tele- 
phone Manufacturing Co. (Automatic Electric Co.). May ИНЬ, 1919. (139,701.) 

14.782. MEANS FOR PREVENTING THE MANIPULATION. OF ELECTRIC. MOTOR- 
M. Crochat. June llith, 1919. (139,710) 

18,300. DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. J. W. Burleigh. 
(Addition to 116.481.) (139.718.) 

21.219. CASINGS FOR ELECTRIC STORAGE BATTERIES. M. Arosio. August 28th, 
1918. (131.917.) 

22.068. ELECTRODES FOR FLECTRIC FURNACES. Norske Aktieselskab for Elek- 
trokemisk Industri-Hypotekbank, January 17th, 1919. 137,811.) 

236.356. HIGH-FKEQUENCY ALTERNATORS. E. F. W. Alexanderson and S. P. 
Nixdorf. December 6th, 1918. (136.147 .) 

ок вхо. WORFLESS SIGNALLING SYSTEMS. J. H 
(137,511.) 

32.713. ROTORS OF ELECTRICAL MACHINES. 
ary 30th, 1919. (138,320.) 


К. K. Hearn. February 14th, 1919. 


July 23rd, 1919. 


Rogers. January 10th, 1919. 


Maschinenfabrik Oerlikon. Janu- 


— .——ñ— 
Royal Warrant.— Magus. C. A. VANDERVELL & Co., 
Lto.. of Acton. the well-known electrical engineers, have been 
wranted the Warrant of Appointment os manufacturera of elec’ 
trical equipment fof motor cars te Hie Majesty the Bing with 
wuthority ty "so the Muyal iiy: | 
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Telegraphic Address: " Adeekay. Cent. London.” А В С Code. Telephone Nos. City 997; Central 4425 (Editorial only), 


LITHOLITE 
INSULATORS, Ltd. 


65—67, Hackney Grove, London, E. 8. 
'Phone and Telegrams: Dalston, 592, London. 
FIREPROOF AND OTHER GRADES. 

ESTABLISHED NEARLY 20 YEARS, 
ELECTRIC INSULATION, 
NON-HYGROSCOPIC. 
FIREPROOF. 


"Phone: 
sth E 


SHEET 


and 
MOULDINGS. 


THE SILUMINITE 

INSULATOR Co.,Ltd.. 
The Green, Southall, Middlesex. 
Bee Large Advt. pace xxv= 


FERGUSON, 


PAILIN, 
LIMITED, 


EDWARD ST., 
Hr. Openshaw, 
MANCHESTER. 
Tel.: 330 Openshaw. 


INSTRUMENTS, CIRCUIT-BREAKERS, 
AUTO-CUT-IN & CUT-OUTS. 


= Record Electrical Co., = 


BROADHEATH, MANCHESTER. 


TELEPHONE: 164 ALTRINCHAM 


BROOK 


ONE, TWO and THREE-PHASE 


MOTORS. 
See Sup. 46. 


SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST F. MOY, LTD., 


Manufacturing Electrical Engineers and 
Government Contractors, 


@REENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 


‘Cantie’ Switches 
NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 
THE "CANTIE" SWITCH Co., LTD. 


LEIGHTON STREET, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


™ SAXONIA 


ELECTRICAL WIRE CO., LTD., 
GREENWICH, S.E. 


ALWAYS 
ALL BRITISH 


FLEXIBLE CABLES. 


Advertisement Index, sere page xxxvi. 


Telephone : 
stories 6487. 


CHURTON т 
A and Po TILM 


= MOTORS. 


Y. HARDING CHURTON & CO., LTD., 
Atlas Works, Water Lane, LEEDS. 


SKATOSKALO 


BOILER SCALING TOOLS. 


Sole Maker : 


FRANK GILMAN, 
9, Westfield Road, BIRMINGHAM. 


Ree Advertisement last week, page xxxiii, 


“EMPIRE” 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL 


YOR 
Pumps, Compressors, Machine Tools. 


ELECTRIC CONTROL, LIMITED, GLASGOW. 


WESTERN-ELECTRIC 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Norfolk House, Victoria Embankment, W.C. 2 
Works: NORTH WOOLWICH, LONDON, E. 


TELEPHONES & CABLES. 


Bee Advertisement this week, p. xviii, 


CONNGLLY’S (BLACKLEY), Lo., 


for 
WIRES AND CABLES, 


Bee Advertisement last week, p, iii, 


STEEPLEJACKS 
— Chimneys Raised, Felled, — 
Straightened, Pointed and Banded. 
The CHIVNEY CONSTRUCTION and 
BOILER SETTING Co., Ltd, 
7, Princes Street, Westminster, S.W. I. 


Telegrams : 
Chimboseta, Phone. London. 


PRESS TOOLS, 


Dies and Punches, Cutters, Die Stamp- 
ings, Blanks, Checks, Tokens; also 
Name Plates, Instructiou Plates, Meter 
Dials, Switchboard Labels, Advertising 
Novelties, Club Badges, Address Plates, 


RELIANCE A- 


CHISWICK. 


JULIUS SAX 


HOLOPHANE FITTINGS. 


24a, HIGH STREET, 
NEW OXFORD STREET, 
LONDON, W.C. f. 


The 
J.P. Factory. 


See page xvii. 


MOTORS. * DYNAMOS. 
VICTORIA DYNAMO & MOTOR CO., 


CRAVEN HOUSE, 


Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 
Phone: Gerrard 1245. 


FU ШЕР! UNITED ELECTRIC 


WORKS, LIMITED, 
MANUPACTURERS OF 
ACCUMULATORS BATTERIES 
WIRES & CABLES CARBONS, &c. 
WORKS: CHADWELL HEATH, ESSEX. 
General Sales Offices : 
IDDESLEIGH HOUSE, Caxton St., Westminster. 


‘Grama: Rinchat. Vic. Landon, * Phone + Victoria 6363.4 


MAVOR & COULSON, Ltd., 


GLASGOW. 


MOTORS, DYNAMOS, 
SWITCHGEAR. 


THE 
BRITISH 


ALUMINIUM 


COMPANY, LD., 


109, Queen 
Victoria St., 
See large Advt. 2314/90. LONDON, E.C. 4. 
— —ẽ' äw ö—— t.ſſſä . ——b̃ — — — — — 


THERMIT, LIMITED, 
(Proprietors: NOBEL’S EXPLOSIVES CO., 
LTD., GLASGOW, 

675, Commercial Road, 
LONDON, Е. 14. 

‘Phone : Grams: 
EAST 4157. ^ FULMEN,' PHONE LONDON." 


LEA RECORDERS 


FOR MEASURING BOILER FEED 
WATER & CONDENSED 'STEAM. 


Write for Pamphlets KM and KL. 
THE LEA RECORDER CO., LTD., 


28. Deansgate, Manchester. 


M. E.M. 
Ironclad Switch 
and Fuse 


Electric Mfg., Co. 
Ltd., Barford Street, 
ES X Kt JE X JW GH A M, 
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VERTICAL ENCLOSED} | -WESTOOL 
ELECTRIC TOOLS 


STEAM ENGINES. 


Simple and 
Compound. 


For Direct бааша to Dynamos, Fans, 
Pumps, &c. 


For Ship Lighting and Industrial Works 
of all kinds. 


E. S. HINDLEY & SONS, 


11, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4. 
Works: BOURTON, DORSET.  Sclevhone: сі . 


~ 


PORTABLE ELECTRIC BLOWER 
ftted with UNIVERSAL MOTOR 
wound for any Standard Voltage. 


- (WESTMINSTER TOOL e ELECTRIC Co, 
^ Westool Works, 
Putney Bridge Road, London, S.W.15. 


Glasgow Office: 72, Waterloo St. 


MICA«MICANIT TATLORG PETTERS b 


40, HATTON GARDEN, 
INSULATORS FOR EVERY DESCRIPTION OF ELECTRICAL WORK. 


Contractors for Air Board, War Office and Admiralty Requirements. LONDON, E.C.! 
CUTTING AND GAUGING OUR SPECIALITY. (The Oldest Established Mioa House (n the country. ) 
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THE WORK OF THE TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 


As we have on several occasions expressed here our 
conviction that the Trade Commissioners who, as represent- 
atives of the British Government, are stationed at im- 
portant outposts listening for overseas trade information, 
will be able to render invaluable assistance, it will be as 
well if we refer to the functions of these gentlemen as they 
are set out in the official “letter of appointment" which 
they receive upon proceeding to take up their duties. We 
do this in order that manufacturers and traders who intend 
to avail themselves of such assistance should know at what 
point in their operations they may reasonably ask for it. 

First, the Commissioner is instructed to give reasonable 
help to British traders who seek his services. It is not 
unreasonable to assume that those who don’t ask, don’t 
want. There is plenty of experience to prove that such 
a branch of public service may become more valuable if 
it be given an opportunity of demonstrating and adding 
to its usefulness. Nothing is so discouraging as want of 


‘appreciation, and we hope that the electrical and allied 


trades will not fail to avail themselves of efforts made on 
their behalf, both by these Commissioners and by the 
Department of Overseas 'l'rade under which they work. 

The second instruction to the Commissioners is to 
report upon Tariff Laws and Customs regulations and 
legislative proposals of interest relating to the sphere in 
which they operate. As times goes оп, such information 
will become increasingly important in connection with the 
building up of a large export trade. Certainly not the 
least essential of the outlined duties i8 covered in part of 
the third instruction which is to watch the imports... 
furnish reports on the best methods of meeting foreign 
competition.” We need all the expert observers—whether 
officials of the D.O.T. or of trade associations—who can keep 
the Government and the traders fully informed respecting 
the methods, new and old, wise and otherwise, honest and 
dishonest, that are employed by foreign competitors, of 
whatever nationality, to undermine our commercial influence 
or defeat our legitimate aspirations. There is a danger 
that while trade is very active the foreign penetration 
methods that have been revealed to tae general public during 
the past five or six years will be forgotten or lightly 
regarded. Because Germany is suffering from industrial in- 
disposition at present we must not imagine that her schemers 
are asleep or have abandoned pre-war economic aims and 
intentions. It will be useful if capable Government Com- 
missioners can keep their ears wide open for all movement 
of this kind and dispatch immediate intimation for publica- 
tion here. We are not forgetting that in pre-war days 
readers of this journal were kept informed continuously 
respecting the operations of Continental electrical export 
traders. Our firms could not complain of want of know- 
ledge then—somebody failed to take appropriate action to 
counteract the influences that were at work. We are 
differently placed to-day, and private trading organisations, 
as well as Trade Commissioners, will probably be alert for 
news and prepared for action. Let us hope also that if the 
Commissioner shows that Government action is necessary 
the State will not leave private action unsupported. The 
Commissioners through being in touch with British traders 
in their sphere of influence, will be able to pass on the 
views of these commercial men regarding the best methods 
to be employed to meet foreign competition. 
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The fourth function of the Trade Commissioner's (Осе is 
to forward early information as to contracts open or in pros- 
pect, probable extensions of public works, and the opening of 
new industries. Already the D.O.T. is performing useful 
service in this way, but it can, and we believe will, do a. 
great deal more, using the channels afforded by the Press to 
secure publicity among all British traders interested. 
Needless to remark, telegraphic means should be employed 
in order to avoid the waste of valuable time in the trans- 
mission of information which can only be of service if it is 
received in good time. 

There are many other functions of the Commissioner, 
such as the preparation of reports on trade conditions, 
available supplies of raw material, labour and economic 
conditions, and last, but by no means least, the furnishing 
of details as to the cost of living. In this last matter 
there is not likely to be stability for a long time to come, 
but many men will be goiug abroad to take up technical 
and trading situations during the next few years, and 
the possessiou of tolerably reliab'e information respecting 
local conditions, including the cost of liviny, is very neces- 
sary when they are fixing up the terms of their envavement, 


- * DURING 
Electrical 


Development. 


the war, the Society for 
Electrical Development was obliged to 
restrict its activities, although 1t continued 
throughout to do all its curtailed budget, permitted, and 
. carried on sufficiently to justify the subscriptions of those 
members who supported it. Daring the past three months 
so many of the big companies have resumed their member- 
ship . . . that the funds available for the Society’s 
work are over 50 per cent. greater than at the time of the 
November meeting of the board of directors. 

Greater activities will be undertaken as justiticd by 
the increased revenue, and it is now desired to line up the 
entire industry in support of the very important work being 
carried on and contemplated. This work has for its main 
feature the educution of the publie to an appreciation of the 
uses of electricity for domestic and power purposes, No 
other organisation 18 equipped to render this important 
service, the value of the continuation of which is far greater 
than the cost to the industry.” 

We quote from a circular recently issued by the Society 
which has done such wonderful work in the United States, 
and we wish to emphasise the fact that after all the years 
that it has been engaged in educating the public * to an 
appreciation of the uses of electricity for domestic and 
power purposes," it still finds abundant scope for its lively 
propaganda, and, far from relaxing its efforts, is embarking 
upon a still broader programme of activity. 

If this is the case in a country where, for various reasons, 
the popular use of electricity has been developed far beyond 
the stave attuined in any other, what are we to say of this 
country, which has only recently awakened to the possi- 
bilities and advantages of the electrical way of doing 
things ? We believe that here we have only scratched the 
surface of what is practically a virgin field ; the prospects 
before the electrical industry are of the гоме hue—pro- 
vided the field is tilled with skill aud energy. "Го carry 
out that purpose the British Electrical Development 
Association was formed less than two years ayo, and under 
the guidance of Mr. J. W. Beauchamp tt has already made 
its influence felt in many directions—but, as in all suc li cases, 
its capabilities are in strict proportion to the funds at its 
disposal. We therefore urge our readers to take their спе 
from the American Society, and to provide ample ammuni— 
tion for the use of E. . &. 

THR ledre It. "m Jovrnal for 
ebruary 21st, 1920, prints a piece of 

publicity literature issued on behalf of 
the motor-'bus interest, and entitled: “The Street Car 
Trust Co.” It is urged on behalf of the "bs that it means 
faster servico, since the failure of one vehicle. does not 
mean holding up all the others that are behind it; while 
the stopping-plaves сап vary, s» that one “bus can load up 
at one street-corner, and the next сап pass it and loud up 
at another convenient spot. 


U.S.A. Transport p 
Problems. 
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It seems recently to have been discovered by those 
responsible for the regulation of the traffic in London, that 
it is desirable to have fixed stopping-places for "buses as 
well as for tramcars. This fact, as well as several others 
facilitating the navigation of the streets, had been 
recognised i in Berlin long ago. Theconvenience of optional 
stops is largely a theoretical consideration, and in actnal 
practice it is apt to be discounted by the Nelsonian tactics 
of the driver, who will invariably pass those who seem 
unable to help themselves, and will endeavour to avoid 
stopping to pick up the more self-assertive. 

The reprint also claims cheaper operation for the motor- 
bus, and on this point our contemporary has some very 
pertinent observations to make. *'Even in places where 
they fit, 'buses cannot make any profit on a 5-cent fare, 
except on а very short haul. Eren at a 10-cent fare the 
margin of profit is not what would induce a stampede of 
would-be investors. Nor do any of these estimates of cost 
take into account that in some future day the munici- 
palities are going to get tired of paving streets for the 
benefit of a private bus corporation.“ 

We hive before expressed the opinion that the whole 
system of flat fares is wrong, and that our British standard 


method of dillerentiated fares (called in America the 
“zone”? system) is right; and we believe that trans-Atlantic 


street-traffie operating companies will never get out of the 
morass that their technical Press shows them to be in until 
a general change in their fare system is brought about. 
But, as we have also pointed out, it is entirely unfair to 
saddle a tramway with the upkeep of the whole of the 
roadway between the tracks—which it does not use, sinse 
the cars run on the rails—while the ’buses get off. scot-frec. 


Tite tragic fate of a woman who used an 
electric hair-drier in the bath, which we 
recently reported, serves to emphasise the 
importance of cireumspection in the choice of electrical 
equipment for the batli-room, which is the subject of 
current correspondence in our columns. It is the prou | 
aud justified boast of electricity that it is by far the safe-t 
illuminant with regard to fire and life, and the conditions 
which usually obtain in dwelling-houscs are fortunateiy 
such as to render the possibility of a fatal, or even an 
alarming, shock exceedingly remote: it would be difficult 
to collect the records of as many as five fatalities in private 
houses in the past 20 years. 

The bath, however, is the one spot in the household 
where the conditions are highly favourable to shock, aud it 
is impossible to exercise too much care in the selection and 
installation of electrical apparatus in the bath-room ; the 
water in the bath is always well earthed by the drain pipe, 
and often by the water- “supply pipes, aud the occupant 
of the bath is ideally situated to receive a fatal shoek if con- 
tact is made with a faulty metal switch-cover or an elec- 
trical appliance whieh is in contact with the circuit. 

Ja the case at St. Anne's, ib was indeed doubeful whether 
electricity had played any part in the tragedy : the victim 
was known to be liable to fainting fits, there was no 
evidence that she received a check at all, and the verdict was 
death by drowning ; but the fact remains that she liad been 
using an electrical device, which was found lying in the 
water. In our issues of February U5th, 1916, and Sep- 
tember Sth, 1919, we recorded cases in which there was no 
question that the cause of death was electric shock in the 
bith, and on February 25th, 1916, we drew attention to the 
dangers of experiments in the bathroom. Dy using suitable 
fittings, keeping all switehes. Ке, ont of reach from tlie 
bath, aud warning housebolders not to use electrical devices 
iu the bath, the risks ean be pra tically eliminated. 


Bath-room 
Dangers. 


— ———MMM K— — 


As we go to press, we learn that the 
promiged-—or th'estened— Bill to provide 
che Disuiet und electricity 
Cominissioners with compulsory powers, which were dropped 
in the House of Loris lest year, has been introduced into 
the House of Commons by Sir ле Geddes, There is no 
doubt that the nizastiie will mut wath Jieree opposition. 


Electricity 


Supply, 
VER hee 
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THE NEW BAKERLOO ROLLING STOCK. 


Tuar new rolling stock for the London Underground 
Electric Railways has been on order for some considerable 
time is a well-known fact, and the various reasons that 
have prevented delivery need no elaboration. It will suffice 
to record that certain new stock has recently been put into 
service, and that it is hoped to receive delivery of more in 
the near future. 

Not long ago we were privileged to inspect some new 
London and North-Western and London Electric Railway 


Fig. l.—NEgw BAKERLOO MOTOR-CAR. 
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Wagon, and Finance Со., Ltd., of Birmingham, ів only now 
being made. This fact accounts for the retention in the 
trains under discussion of certain features in the electrical 
equipment which it has bden decided to dispense with in 
subsequent designs of new stock. We refer more particu- 
larly to the control gear, a new type of which, we under- 


stand, has been in experimental use for some time past, and 


has shown promising results. | 
We were recently afforded an opportunity of travelling 


Fig. 2.—Stok Door. 
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FIG. 3,—ELEVATION AND PLAN or Motor Boats, 


joint stock, of which details and illustrations are given 
below. One of these new trains was put into service on the 
Elephant and Castle-Watford line of the Bakerloo Railway 
shortly before Easter. A second train is now also coni- 
pleted, and it is anticipated that others will be ready for 
running at frequent intervals until 10 complete trains are 
1n operation. 

The trains in question were designed and ordered in 1914, 
but, owing to the war and subzeqnent Inhour troubles, 
delivery from the makers, the Metropolitan Carriage, 


on one of these trains during trial rnns, the object of which 
was to heat up the electrical equipment prior to the high- 
pressure tests being applied at the Ealing Common Works. 
Although the train with which we are concerned had never 
before run under its own powe>, a very creditanle perform- 
ance was made and everything worked perfectly. The train 
is capable of attaining a normal speed on the level of 
48 miles per honr. A feature of the train is that it has 
three motor care, one being central, and one at each end. 
This gives more even haulage and acceleration up to full 
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speed a few moments after starting. Another improvement 
is the enlargement and strengthening of the buffers between 
coaches, so that they are made to take up all pushing 
strains, leaving only the pulling strain to be taken by 
the draw-bars ; formerly the latter took up both pushing 
and hauling strains. 

The train consists of six cars—three motor-cars, and three 
trailers—in place of five on the old trains ; the motor and 
trailer trucks are built up on the 1 and plate 


Fig. 4.—SECTIONS oF MOTOR BOGIE. 
Above: Section through Bolster, and at A B, fig. 8; below: Inner and Outer Headstocks. 


principle, with laminated side and coil bolster springs. 
The general arrangement of the motor-car and truck is 
shown in figs. 1, 3, and 4, while a view of the trailer-car 
is given in fig. 5. The cara are constructed through- 
out of steel, with a minimum of wood interior finish. The 
leading dimensions are as follows :—Length over all, 
50 ft. 10 in.; width over body, 8 ft. 8 in.; total height 
from rail, 9 ft. 5°25 in. ; centres of bogies, 34 ft. ; wheel 


with quick-acting triple valves. Tbe brake blocks are 
of unchilled cast-iron, and the brake rigging on the 
trucks is of the clasp type. It is noteworthy that 
this is the first rolling stock on the London Underground 
railways that is fitted with double brake blocks. 

Each car has a vestibule, and to facilitate quick exit 
and entry, in addition to the end doors, each has a 
central door, as shown in figs. 2 and 5, which is locked 
by an electrical contrivance as soon as the gateman 
operates his levers. The locking and 
unlocking of the centre door is under 
the control of the gateman, the door 
itself being an ordinary swing one, 
checked bya standard design of doorcheck 
mounted under the car floor. Embodied 
in the pedestal which holds the mechanism 
for operating the end car door, fig. 6, is 
a switch which controls the circuits 
governing the electrical lock of the 
centre door. When the gateman opens 
the end car door, he automatically unlocks 
the middle door, and this fact is made 
plain by a red lamp, А fig. 6, in the 
pedestal supporting the end door me- 
chanism, becoming illuminated. When 
the end door is again shut, it closes the 
circuits which lock the middle door, and 
a green lamp in the pedestal becomes 
illuminated. Should, for any reason, the 
end door be shut and locked before 
the centre door has been properly 
fastened, the red lamp in the pedestal 
will continue to burn until the door 
has been properly locked. 

It will be noticed from figs. 2 and 
5 that the car doors have been built 
to conform to the curvature of the 
roofs of the cars. This fact necessitated 
the use of a door that opens inwards 
in place of the usual sliding type, 
because the latter would have allowed 
too little head room, and would have had 
to be placed further back, thus leaving a large outside 
step. We understand, however, that a new type of sliding 
door is being experimented with, by the use of which it is 
hoped to overcome some of the difficulties referred to 
above. 

The number of seats in each motor-car is 36, and that in 
each trailer car 48. 

In order to provide for the difference in heights between 


Fic. 5.—-NEW BAKERLOO TRAILER COACH. 


base of motor bogie, 7 ft.; and wheel base of trailer bogie, 
6 ft. The diameter of the motor wheels has been increased 
by 6 in. to 42 in., and that of the trailing wheels by 2 in. 
to 32 in. The total weight of a six-car train when 
aa is 161 tons 2 cwt. 

The air compressor is of the C. P. 30-A type, manu- 
factured by the British Thomson- Houston Co., Ltd., and 
the brake equipment is of the Westinghouse pattern 


Fig. 6.— ELECTRIC Door CONTROL 
MECHANISM, 


the Bakerloo and London and North-Western stations, 15 
floors of the cars of the. new brains have been raised 4°5 i 
higher than those of the old stock. Consequently, at first 
sight the cars appear to be cramped for space, but ample 
head room is provided inside the cars, and the interior bas 
been so arranged and decorated as to make it appear as large 
as possible. 
(To be concluded.) 
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THE 


“ELECTRICAL REVIEW” 


PROGRESS CURVE. 


PAID CIRCULATION ONLY. 


Last year, under the title The 
ELECTRICAL Review and the War,” 
we published a curve showing how the 
monthly sales of the journal varied, and 
gave an account of our experiences 
during the war.* At that time the 
“ paid circulation” of the Review (the 
nef paid circulation, exclusive of all 
exchanges, voucher copies, &c.) was 
increasing at a phenomenal rate, and 
showed signs of running off the map. 

We now reproduce the diagram, 
covering the same period, with the 
addition of the past 12 months. 

In this instance, for convenience, the 
quarterly figures are given, instead of the 
monthly ones, but in all other respects 
the data are identical, and the same 
base-line has been used. It will be seen 
that the steepness of the curve was 
maintained up to June, 1919, when, as 
always happened in the summer in pre- 
war days, there was a lull in the demand; 
in the winter, however, the curve again 
became steep, and the long-deferred, but 
unavoidable, increase in price hardly 
affected the slope at all, for there is 
always, in normal times, a slight break 
of line at the New Year (cp. 1912-13 
and 1913-14). The drop during 1914-16 
has been made up for 34 times since 
1917. 

* ELECTRICAL REVIEW, April 4th, 1919, 
p. 372. 
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PROGRESS CURVE OF THE “ ELECTRICAL REVIEW," 1912-1920. 
The curve is drawn to scale, but the lower portion of the diagram is omitted. 
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CAPITALISTS ALL! 


By H. R. 


TAUNTON. 


(Continued from page 454.) 


So far, indeed, we have not gone beyond a point on 
which most modern thinkers are agreed, in principle. 
But when it comes to practice, your capitalist shirks 
the logical conclusion, and your labour man Jumps to 
illogical ones. Your capitalist proffers bonuses, and 
grudging schemes of profit-sharing—always with a 
limit. Sops to Cerberus! He would give a little, but 
not too much. He is desperately fearful lest his em- 
plové's share of the profit should be in any way com- 
parable with his own. “© So much you shall earn, he 
says in effect, and if you work very hard (and in- 
crease my earnings tenfold) so much more. Not too 
much, of course—just а little more." Always a limit! 

At the other extreme your Labour man wants nation- 
alisation, with its attendant waste and inefliciency ; 
socialisin; communism. He would ignore money, and 
drive it out of the country, throwing away a useful and 
essential tool. For the rest, share and share alike; 
the muscles of the labourer, whose job could be done 
bv a thousand others, are to be valued at the same figure 
as the trained and experienced brains of the manager, 
one in a thousand. 

The capitalist would give unequal reward to equal 
merit; the Labour man, as unjustly, equal reward to 
unequal merit. The happy mean is obviously to make 
the reward proportionate to the merit. So obvious, so 


elementary! And yet so difficult to translate into 
workaday practice! | 

Let us attack the problem in the light of that one 
bright little maxim—reward proportionate to merit— 
which crystallises the whole issue between Capital and 
Labour. Harking back to our typical firm of dyn&mo 
manufacturers, consider the different members thereof 
in their new aspect of shareholders, capitalists all, 
whatever shape their contributions to the common stock 
may take. Our first task is to assess the value of their 
respective contributions; that is to say, the proportions 
in which they are to share in the profits. 

Take first—first because he is most easily disposed of 
—the preference shareholder. His contribution is simply 
money. He takes no part in the use of it, for good 
or ill; he sits passively waiting for his dividend. 
He uses ordinary common sense in his original selection 
of an industrial investment, and he knows he is almost 
as sure of getting his dividend as if he had invested in 
a gilt-edged security. The little more risk is fully 
compensated for by the higher rate of interest. The 
directors of the company naturally fix that rate at the 
lowest figure which will attract the necessary money, 
having regard to the special factors of their particular 
case. We may take it, therefore, that a preference 
shareholder is fairly compensated for his contribution 
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to the common stock of the company by the payment of 
the agreed rate of interest. However the company may 
flourish, he deserves no more, for he does nothing to 
help to make it flourish. In practice, of course, he gets 
no more; and he is the one class of shareholder who 
is, at present, paid strictly according to his merits. 

It will be convenient, therefore, to tue his remunera- 
tion as a standard by which to compare the remuncra- 
tion received by, or due to, the other members of tlie 
firm. То take the concrete example of our dynamo 
manufacturing firm, that remuneration will be at the 
rate of, say, 8 per cent. per annum (which seems to be 


a favourite figure nowadays) on each member's capital, 
Whether cash or its equivalent. 
Dealing next with the ordinary shareholder. Like 


the preference holder, he contributes nothing but money. 
True, he may attend the general meeting, but his part 
there in mouldiug the policy of the company is nevhi- 
gible. He may criticise, but his criticism is rarely 
constructive, and still more rarely effective. 

But he differs from the. preference holder in this, 
that he takes a risk. If the company does badly, he 
receives a sinall or no dividend; and in the case of the 
company failing he loses a part or all of his capital, 
He is willing to take that risk on the chance of receiving 
dividends bigger than those of the preference holdem 
and obviously it is only common justice that he should 
have that chance. And, of course, without 1t, his con— 
tribution to the common stock would not be forthcom- 
ing. 

The ordinary shareholder, then, should be remune- 
rated for, first, the use of the money he invests. For 
this he should receive the standard rate received by the 
preference holders; z.e., in the present case, 8 per cent. 
per annum. Secondly, he should be remunerated for 
the risk he is willing to take of receiving less than that 
standard rate. Ніз extra remuneration under this head 
can be more conveniently considered later. 

We now come to the directors. They are generally 
large shareholders, and in that capacity are entitled to 
the same remuneration as other shareholders. But thev 
are also salaried emploves of the firm, contributing 
capital other than their money—their brains and 
energy, their knowledge and = experience—all those 
qualities, in a greater or less degree, which go to make 
the successful business man. In this respect they re- 
semble every other paid employé in the firm; and the 
problem, therefore, of their due remuneration for the 
higher form of capital which they introduce into the 
common stock, is one with the general problem, the 
essential problem, of the fair remuneration of the em- 
ployé as distinct from the shareholder. 

We will leave the directors for the moment, and de- 

scend to Brown, a fitter in the engineering shop. He 
shall be our typical employé. Brows n is a healthy young 
chap, steady and straight, strong, intelligent, with a 
certain amount of icc al knowledge, and specialised 
skill in the use of certain tools for certain purposes. 
Without that skill and kuowledge, without his charac- 
ter, his health, strength, and intelligence, he cou! | not 
earn his living. They are his capital. Wii it he 
can always earn a dividend, though he start e tthout 
a penny in his pocket. Ino which, of course. he has 
the advantage over the man whose only cai.) is 
1попеу, which will never earn him a penny минен the 
aid of his ow n, or someone else's brains огош еч. 

Brown, therefore, blessed with this valuable “к, 
takes it to the best market, and gets a job in our firm 
of dynamo makers. He invests his capital in that 
firm; and he receives a dividend on it, drawing his 
pay, pretty accurately fixed by ruling labour condi- 
tions. 

Let us вау he makes an average of £200 a venr. 
The company is paving hint £200 per annum in money, 
the lower form ot сарай, for EM use of the higher form 
of capital he has contributed to the common stock. 

Now, if it be agreed that his capital is at least яз 
valuable and essential as that introduced by the share- 
holders we have in fact shown that it is more so—it 


worth the use of the £300. 


is obvious that for the use of it he is entitled to re- 
muneration at not less than the standard rate paid te 
the shareholders for the use of theirs. This we are 
assuming is рег cent. per annum. On this basis, 
therefore, it is clear that if he is worth £200 a year 
to the firm, the value of the capital he has invested in 
it, and for the use of which they pay him, is not less 
than 42.500. 

Ile is a capitalist, an investor, a shareholder in the 
firm to that amount; quite as much so as the holder 
vi £2,500 of & per cent. preference shares. 

Here we can leave Brown in his unexpected glory; 
for what is true of him is true of every other employe. 
Capitalists all! All shareholders in the firm to the 
extent of their annual earnings capitalised at 8 per 
cent. The office boy at 10s. a week is a shareholder 
of £325; the manager at £500 per annum is another, 
at £6,500; and the managing director at £1,500 per 
annum is interested to the extent of nearly £20,000 
more than the value of his ordinary shares. 

(We are assuming, of course, that each is paid what 
he is really worth to the firm, which is not always the 
case. But of that more anon.) 

That this is no false or exaggerated estimate of the 
'alue to the firm of its individual employés can be 
sufficiently proved. Suppose a firm were given the 
opportunity of dispensing with their managing direc- 
tor, making shift without any head to their organisa- 
tion; and instead, using the salary they would save in 
paying the interest on, say, £20,000 of new capital. 
Would they do it? Of course not! They know full 
well their £1,500 a year is far better spent on the 
rervices of their managing director than in paying 
the interest on that amount of capital. To take the 
other extreme. What. reasonable firm would elect to 
pay the interest on £300 of new capital rather than 
pay 10s. a week to an office bov. The inconvenience 
of doiug without even his small services would not be 
In other words, his capital 

value to them is at least that. 

To emphasise the point, at the risk of tediousness, 
let us suppose the good old days of slavery returned. 
Would our finn of dynamo manufacturers not con- 
eratulate themselves on a good bargain if they could buy 

skilled fitter for £2,500, body and soul, for the rest 
of his useful life, without any further payment of: 
wages? Or an experienced manager for £6,000; ог а 
junior clerk for £700 or £8001 

Admitted then that each employé is a shareholder 
in the firm to the extent of at least the capital value 
of his services, we are confronted with the fact that 
by far the larger portion of the firm's working capital, 
and that the more iinportant Kind, is held hy the em- 
plovés. and not by the nominal ан In dif- 
ferent kinds of businesses the preportion varies. But 
a firmi with a nominal capital of £250,000 mav easily 
have a pay roll of £80,000 a vear. Capitalising this 
af Soper cent. we arrive at the conclusion that for 
every £I of the lower form of capital, money, con- 
tributed to the undertaking bv the shareholders, the 
eiiplovés: contribute £1 worth of the higher 
capital: enterprise, energy, experience, skill, 
and so on. 

Our firm is a prosperous firm. At the end of the 
year it finds itself, after payment to the prefer- 
ence holders, and a prudent allocation to reserve, 
inen position to declare a dividend of 20 per cent. 
өп ibe ordinary shares. The ordinary shareholder 
vets, therefore, £20 for every L100 he has in- 
vestel. Aeree that he is entitled to £8 for the simple 
изе of his money. the standard rate paid to the pre- 
ference holders, he ds clearly receiving £12 in con- 
sideration of the slight risk he takes of receiving less 
than that rate. 

That is his sole additional merit, 
special consideration, as compared with the preference 
holder, But what of the merits of the employés? What 
of tbeir claims? 


forms of 
strength, 


his only claim for 


(To be continue d.) 
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NOTES FROM CANADA. 


(FROM OUR SPECAL CORRESPONDENT.) 
The latest estimate of the total available 


Water Power Water Poses of this country as Swen 1n 


Statistics. the annual statement of the Conunittee on 
Water mor ol the Commission of Con- 
cervation Is 18.832.609 |р, м Qrebee has. 6.000.000, 


Ontario 5,860,000, ec Cobinnibia — 260,000, Manitoba 
2.707% , while the remameder is credited to other parts of 
this Dominion. 

The estimated possible posters in populated areas amount 
to 9.781,00. In this section Ontario. heads the dist with 
j,S00,000, Quebec 15 пем With:: 0,030, and British Columbia 
is third with d 2300,00. The tota! horsepower so tar developed 
is JUNO MO, with Ontario again n the lead with 10%. GU), 
then Quebec with H0009, and Firth Columbia with 810.000, 

More thin 85 per cent. ob the total electrie generating 
station capacity in Camada is derived from water power, the 
remainder being nearly all steam power, but even of this a 
considerable proportion is in the fonu of stenn plant installed 
in conjunction with divdreelectite plant; and used merely for 
etand-by or ausiliarv purposes. Forty-one per cent. of the 
total capacity is in plants of [00,050 нр. or more, and 43 more 
is in plants ranging in size from T0000 to НКЮ) H.P. 

Last year there was completed, in various parts of the 
Dominion, the installation of plants qeeresating 61.00% q.v, 
and plants at present under construction total over 00,001) 
H.., and other developiients deiimitely contemplated. for the 
near future will add seine 750,090 Hop. Thus there will soon 
be available, within the next two or three years, over 3,000,000 
H. P., or about one-third cof a horse-power for each inhabitant 
of the country. | 

Iu Ontario and Quebec two very. diferent methods have 
been developed for dealing with the water powers, but each 
appears to be working out well in its own area. In Ontario 
the Hydroelectrie Power Commission of Ontario has jurisdic- 
tion over all water powers so far as future developments are 
concerned, and coutrels nearly all the existing ones; the 
Commnssion has adopted the poley of carrying) out its own 
developinents and operating them subsequently, 

In Quebec, the Quebec. Streams Commission is building 
dams, and taking all necessary. steps to make water power 
available for use by private companies, but these latter op- 
tain leases for the use of the water, build the necessary 
generating plants, and operate them. 

The report. referred to above, from which these details are 
taken, remarks that it has recently been stated in connec- 
tion with the Gown Government reservoir on the St. 
Maurice River, which stores 100, GGO O00 000 eu. ft. of water, 
that the capacity of the Shawinigan and Grand Mere plants 
Is soon to be raised fion the present 230,000. нур. to about 
600,00). Up.; this js in the Province of Quebec. In. Ontario 
there is the Queenston-Chipoussa Denmiitinent of the Hydro- 
electrie Power Commission, where 205150) Hp, will be avail- 
able in 1921, and the necessity for providing more power than 
this is already apparent so that the question. of increasing 
the capacity of this great development to E0000 нор. is 
already under discussions the existing station is being de- 
signed for a capacity of 450,000 н.р. to be obtained from 
10 50,04) H.r. units, one being spare. 

It was stated not long ago that Representative Clarence 
MacGregor, of New York, had made а proposal to the State 
Department of the United. States for a new treaty to be 
made between the U.S. and Canada to provide for the diver- 
sion, for power purposes, of an additional 00,000. cu. ft. per 
second of water from the Niagara River. At present. the 
allowable diversion is 50 % en, kt. per seeond, 36,000. for 
Canada and 20,020. for the TS. Мт, MaeGregor proposes 
that esch country should have 20,000 en. ft. ore than its 
Present allowance. 

Tt «ems Ede that before long there 
Power or may be a st fisht in ard to the 
Scenery? amount af water that may be diverted 
| from inva, between those who argue 
that the scenic beauty af the falls ts the por Du unt constdera- 
tion, and those who with no less emphasis decre that the 
demand for power is besonstng so рден that it will have 
to be met, scenery or no scenery, The proposal of Mr. €. P. 
Steinmetz, ef the Gereral Кеете Co. in the C.S., that all 
the water that it is possible to take for power purposes should 
be so utilised, and that the falls sone be avaiable as a 
apectuele for visitors en Sundavs, when the kad on the 
generating. plrots wereld be hob, althoush ait was looked 
upon as а t of joke st the the it owes mede a few vears 
ago, is now being con Pered os esst ef the future. 


x" 


Telenhones, 88 east eteetrieal men know, 

Tetephone are used. енен more. estensivelv on thia 
Developments. continent than in Encinnd, and the short- 
eee Ol inatertids dias compelled the Bell 

Telenhone Co.. of Canada, to stete, at env rite with reference 
to some of the larger towns, that jn future only two-party 
lines with be install. Under this system. of course, while 
each. sübseri er ean be eatled separately, either ean overhear 
the conversations of the ether. so that strict privacy cannot 
be secured. At the euro thire there sre monv instances where 
neighbours are sufficiently well acquainted not to mind such 


е 


conditions very much. А recent newspaper report of а meet- 
ing of the Hnemecring Institute of Canada, quotes one of 
the engineers of the Automatic Electric Co., of Rochester, 
New York State, as saving that his company has au order 
from the Bell Telephone Co., of Canada, for $25.000,000 worth 
of equipment, and that Ne 8 York, Boston, Buffalo, Calgarx, 
Vancouver, Winnipeg, and many other pla ез are now using 
the autsnatie: telephone, 


Sir Adame Beck, chairman of the Hydro 

Sir Adam Beck  «lectiie Power Coniniission. of Ontario, is 
Back. back again in Canada alter a holiday. of 

two months or so in. England. He has 

recently stated thet when the Queenston-Chnippawa scheme at 
Niagara Falls is completed in 1921 there will be available 
160,408). нр. from three generators of 55,000 nr; capacity 
each. Later, there will be nine generators altogether having 
an oaeeresate capacity af 200,000. нр. An order for 15 15,000 
K. V. u. transformers, P3609. to. HOOO volts, has just been 
placed һу the. Commission, as well as for two more 05,000 
HP. generators, making five in all of the latter now on order. 


REPORT ON THE ELECTRIC LAMP 
INDUSTRY. 


dus folowing reply to. the Report of. the Board of Trade 
Committee on Trusts has been received. from the Electiic 
Lamp Manutaecturers’ Association of Great. Britain, Ltd. A 
copy dat it has been sent to the Prime Minister, The state- 
ment is dated March 51st, 1920. 


LI TIC Lame Inpustry. 

The manner in which. the findings of the sub-comiuittee 
appointed. by the Standing Committee on Trusts in connec- 
tion With electric Тарх have been reported in the public 
Press, conveys an erroneods Hnpression. We therefore think 
it desirable to call attention to certain findings of the con- 
mittee which are in danger of being overlooked, and to point 
out коше actual errors in the report. 

The comimtwe states, on page 15 of its report: Since 
the besinning of the war, the. price to the public o£ the 
standard vacuum lamp has been Increased by about 26. per 
cent. As the general retail price of all necessaries has risen 
during the same period by 125 per eent., it follows that the 
price of electric tips has been advanced much less than the 
рисо of commodities ronerally,’ 

It further states: “dt must be agreed that, had the price 
of lunps been uncontrolled by any association, or had. the 
association so desired, a muelh higher retail price could easily 
have been obtained. Wei аге satistied that during some 
periods of the war, in view of the limitations of nnports, 
the association. had a stabilising заспее on cleetrie lamp 
prices in the United Kingdom.” 

The committee also adinits that the average profits of the 
Association firms per standard lamp have dropped from 05d. 
in 4913 to 4.7. in 1919. 

The following table extracted from the report. shows the 
Crest Increase in eost of production o£ the four original. Asso- 
соп inis. The prices received by ianulecturers for the 
came years are also shown. 


113 1919 
(pence). (pence), 

Labour cost . =e ds ae 1.9 Е 4.0 
Materials. cost ка - WO 3.65 an RT 
Overhead factory charges... d 1.9 ids 09 
Selling charges A hoc Т Dd i 5.1 
Total factory and selling costs.. I. wu. SI 
Average price received by manu- 

facturers ue ... T e. 20.6 tee M59 


spite of greatly increase costs of 
production our. prices. have only rien about one-fifth as 
much as the general rie ef retail prices, while our rate ot 
profit: has decreased by onore than 50 per cent., ond this in 
spite of the fact that anuch aher prices соп have been 
obtained. 

In further ашылса еп we aprend here a list of retail 
prices frein the beginning Gf the metal Тамар industry. show- 
Ine the reduetion: made ii the pire to the consumer as and 
when it was fospd iiit; tà ooh (ne gneproveruent or new 
Process, the ct of Jr duction had dropped, 


It appears then that in 


STANDARD as. 


Higin vetare, Low vid ice, 


к. dd. ч. d. 

0 : vid rem 60 0 ed 4 0 
See lens Pa 4 9 o 6 
ia 109 ade s 4 3 3 0 
Mareh, 1910 e T 4 0 9 9 
September, 11 des 40 2 6 
September, ШЕ Hel 28 a 2 2 
April, 19017 ae ius З 0 — i 26 
December, 1017 s 3 6 3 0 
April, 1920 г s 3 6 3 0 


What, then, are the committee's charges? 
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. Trading Agreements.—The principal charge of the committee 
1s that the trading discounts received by factors and retailers 
are considerably higher than is necessary; that by means of 
these discounts the Association controls factors and retailers, 
fixes prices at all stages, and regulates output; that the prices 
go fixed become the standard prices for all lamps sold in this 
country, and that although non-Association makers sell to 
the trade at à lower price than Association firms, the advan- 
tage on these low-priced lamps goes merely to the distributors 
who sell to the public at the standard prices. 

We deal with these statements one by one. 

The average discount in the lamp trade to-day is not higher 
than the average discount on other electrical supplies. 

In the second place, the committee has serfously misrepre- 
sented the effect of our trade arrangements. 

The committee suggests that every trader whose net pur- 
chases entitle him to a discount of 30 per cent. or more, 
must sign the factors’ agreement, the particular feature of 
which is that the trader agrees not to sell other than Associa- 
tion makes. 

In point of fact no trader signs this agreement, it is only 
signed by factors who are in effect exclusive agents for Asso- 
ciation lamps. There is nothing unusual or harmful in an 
agreement with a wholesaler that he shall not sell another 
maker's goods; moreover, there are only 54 factors who have 
signed this agreement. 

No other agreement is entered into which forbids the sale 
of non-Association makes. 

With regard to the price of non-Association lamps to the 
publie, there is nothing to prevent the trader buving non- 
Association lamps, should his customers desire them, and 
selling them cheaper than Association lamps. 

Manufacturing Licences.—The second main charge against 
the Association is, that it has been created primarily in the 
interest of three large firms who have imposed onerous con- 
ditions upon other firms, e.g., limitation of output in regard 
to licences granted under their patent rights, and stipula- 
tions that the validity of their patents should not be disputed. 

It should be remembered that the Association business is 
mainly founded upon patent rights. The patent is a legal 
monopoly which is granted for reasons of publie policy, and 
the patentee should not be attacked on the ground of this 
monopoly, provided that he puts it to reasonable use. 

We maintain that there is nothing unreasonable in а 
patentee nnposing upon those to whom he grants a licence, 
which he is not in any way bound to grant at all, conditions 
as to the amount which they are to produce in competition 
with himself, and as to the adinission by them of the validity 
of his patent rights. | 

Moreover, the committee does not seem to have considered 
that when the Association came into existence the resources 
of the three patent-owning firms were sufficient. to build 
factories big enough to mect the demand of the country, and 
they could ultimately have shut down all the existing lamp 
works, their original patents having stood the test of litigation 
through the House of Lords. They did nothing of the kind. 
but, on the contrary, licences were offered to all the existing 
manufacturers. This policy proves that the founders of the 
Association had not the desire of crippling, but rather desired 
to strengthen the lamp industry of the country. 

The Dutch Lampe—An Unfounded Allegation.—The only 
remaining charge of importance is that in respect of one and 
a quarter million half-watt lamps. which are stated bv the 
committee to have been purchased in Holland bv three asso- 
crated manufacturers at 3s. and sold to the public in 1919 at 
128. 6d. each. 

It is finally stated that the ‘importers and distributors 
between them made protits amounting to £280,000 over and 
above what the committee considered reasonable.” 

This statement is devoid of all foundation. 

The lamps referred to by the committee were not sold to 
the public, but to Government departments, controlled fac- 
tories, shipyards, railways, and similar places where arc lamps 
had to he replaced, which latter could not be used owing to 
the scarcity of carbons and labour. 

Ву chance, one or two per cent. might have drifted into 
the hands of the publie; whereas 97 per cent. or 98 per cent. 
went to the laree consumers, not at 128. 6d.. but at a price 
of about Ss. 5d., which is approximately the committee's 
recommendation, 

[t will thus be seen that the £280,000 alleged to have been 
taken in excess [тош the publie by importers and distributors 
is the outcome of the imagination of some calculator who 
wae not aware of the actual price charged to the consumer. 

Tt was not to the interest of British makers to import 
Dutch lamps; their importation was part of the price to be 
paid for the assistance of a Dutch competing firm in bnilding 
an argon plant in England during the war. the importance 
of which may not be apparent to the eommittee to-dav, but 
was appreciated at the time by the Board of Trade, Admiralty, 
Ministry of Munitions, &e., argon being the rare gas used 
in half-watt type lamps. Owing to the absence of such plants, 
the scarcity of steel and building materials. &., British manu- 
factarers could not develop. the half-watt lamp during the 
war. and vet there was a great demand for them for war 
work, 

The Dutech manufacturers made it part of the terms for 
eupplying the argon plant that the negotiating English. firm 
should purchase Dutch argon filled lamps. 


Considerations Overlooked.—Before closing this statement 
we desire to make some observations of a general character. 

It should be clearly borne in mind that in the lamp in- 
dustry a new discovery may (as has happened in the past) 
necessitate complete reorganisation of plant, with accompany- 
ing tremendous financial charges. ‘These must be provided 
for, and the conditions of trading must diller from those 
applicable to an industry which is based on a more stable 
technical. foundation. 

It 1з regrettable that the cominittee did not accept our 
invitation to visit a big lamp factory, which would have better 
illustrated to it what are the risks connected with the 
starting of à new industry based on patents. Without such 
à study, it could not appreciate what cost was borne by 
the pioneer tiring in research, in purchase of patents, in the 
building and equipment of works, in experiments with 
machinery (which, in six years, had to be replaced three 
times), in the cost of training labour, the cost of unsaleable 
goods turned out faulty at the beginning through want of 
skill and experience, the cost of experts and patent litigation, 
all of which costs have been borne by the three patent-owning 
firins. 

In this country the total lamp turnover of the Associated 
firms to-day is only £3,.000,000 per annum, or, after allowing 
the charges of the distribution trade, an average of Js. 9d. 
per head of our population. 

What the firms have spent in research alone during the 
last eleven years is shown bv the following extract from a 
letter which the Association addressed to the conunittee :— 

The total sum expended on (lamp research only) amounts 
approximately to £364,000; with a present annual approximate 
expenditure of £50,000.” 

The conunittee specifically omits these figures, and alleges 
that it has no means of knowing how much of the research 
expenditure has been devoted to lamps. 

We would also draw attention to the question of foreign 
competition; the committee itself admits that without some 
form of combination the industry would not have been able to 
resist so successfully this competition of foreign-mnade lamps. 

Harmful Methods.—One point more, and it is one of national 
importance. The connnittee, which seeins to have been de- 
liberately chosen for its lack of knowledge of the electrical 
industry (presumably in order to secure impartial judgment), 
held only nine sittings. In this short time it attempted 
to take, to consider, and to report upon evidence in minute 
detail upon a large and complicated subject. It can hardly 
be wondered that in such haste it has ignored the econo- 
пис position of the industry in the national life, and tlie 
necessity of safeguarding a vital key industry to the nation. 

It is suggested that this larger question should have been 
at least more fully recognised in making a report which will 
be considered by all competing lamp manufacturers in foreign 
markets as well as by the home consumer. dlll-considered 
Judgments of this kind, when issued under the authority and 
direction of a Government departinent, cannot fail to have 
the most mischievious results. 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. E. EDGECOMBPF, 
Director. 


CORRESPONDENCB, 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week, Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Discounts in the Lamp Trade. 


Through your journal we call the attention of electrical 
shopkeepers to the insidious preparation of the lamp distribu- 
tors to exclude the shopkeepers from their legitimate dealings 
in lamps. 

Taking up the Dru pera' Record, we find the three advertise— 
ments, enclosed. No, 1 is quite in order, but the others 
are decidedly not, as they are solely intended to get the con- 
sumer's trade direct, and consequently the shopkeepers’ profit; 
such advertisements should only be found in the public Press 
and the electrical trade papers. 

Speaking to a large manufacturer. of electrical plant on 
the subject, he frankly admitted that the electrical business 
was not orgamsed; it had grown rapidly, and thus haphazard, 
whereas in other trades there existed a definite demarcation 
as to supplying consumers and those who bought to Sell at 
4 profit. 

Take for instance the case of an important electrical shop 
adjacent to a drapery emporium ; the proprietor of the former 
required а large quantity of casement material. He went to 
the emporium, as it would not have been possible for him to 
get it from a wholesale firm (or distributer): had he in some 
wav, however, been able to get the material from a wholesale 
house and the proprietor of the eniporiuni got wind of the fact 
it would have been promptly put on the agenda for the nest 
meeting of the Drapers Chamber of Coninnierce, and the 
offending wholesaler would be threatened with the direst 
consequences. 
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‘Why not an Electrical Shopkeepers’ Trade Council? The 
electrical shopkeeper in turn approaches the proprictor of the 
emporium re lamps; he is promptly informed that all lamps 
are bought direct (although the lamps are no part of the 
business, and are not to sell again). Now if lamps are to 
be sold to drapers direct, why not to jewellers, confectioners, 
chemists, &., and, another step forward, to private houses? 
Doubtless the lamp distributors give a discount to the draper 
according to the size ‘of their wants; this could be done 
equally by the electrical shopkeeper, with the proviso that 
the lamps must be delivered to the draper direct by the lamp 
distributors. This would not violate the agreements that 
exist with the Electric Lamp Association. Thus the shop- 
keepers would. be properly organised and secure the profit 
that results from the transaction. | 

It.is manifestly.unfair. that the shopkeeper should hold a 
stock to catch the minnows whilst the distributor takes the 
sprats and herrings. "e | 

An organisation should be formed to protect legitimate 
business, and the Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ Association 
would appear to be the body for effective control. 

Retailer. 


Floating Power Stations. T M 


Му attention has been called to a letter by Worried ” 
under heading ‘‘ The Ship as a Power Station“ in your issue 
of December 28th, 1919. i | | . 

Т enclose a short paper by the writer on the same subject, 
and a small map showing the largest tin-producing areas in 


the world. It does not seem to have occurred to you when: 


“Worried” wrote, that warships, though out of date for 
fighting purposes, may still contain serviceable and econo- 
mical machinery, while not of use to passenger or merchant 
service. There is probably sufficient plant in Scapa Flow to 
supply all the tin mines and rubber estates in the world 
with power. I have proposed seriously to the Government 
that floating power stations be used at Port Swettenham, the 
Dindings, and Port Weld, and am shortlv to interview the 
Government electrical expert who has just arrived to report 
on electric power and lighting for this country. Our coastal 
foundations (inangrove swamps) would be very bad for 
ordinaty power stations; and another reason why power 
stations should float is that they could be moved about as 
demanded. Like Worried" I do not know much about 
it, but I am an engineer, and some mining friends of mine 
have said that they cannot see anything against the scheme. 
T think the matter will be found worthy of serious considera- 
tion by those with close knowledge of naval vessels and 
electric power plant. Information about this country mav 
be obtained from the Information Bureau of the Federated 
Malay States, London. As regards the electrical aspect of 
the country. Messrs. Hutchinson & Wavte have lately read 
a paper in London on the application of electricity to tin 
mines in the Federated Malay States. 


Ipoh, Perak. 
March 9nd, 1990. 


(The strongest point in favour of the proposal, in this саке, 
appears to be the swampy nature of the ground. We doubt 
whether the mobility of the floating station would prove 
advantageous. and the cost of the station cannot be ignored— 
old warships have a scrap value comparable with the cost of a 
new power station of moderate size. The idea might serve 
very well as an emergency measure—as, in fact, it did, during 
the war—but not, we think, as a permanent arrangement.— 
Eps. Exec. Riv.) 


C. E. Cumming. 


` Radiators for Bathrooms. · | 

With reference to Radiator's" letter dated March 15th, 
which I saw on my return from abroad last week, an in- 
spection of our glazed earthenware fires will convince '' Ra- 
diator ' that the heat control switches are adequately pro- 
tected, inasmuch as they are sunk flush in the earthenware 
housing, the china switch handles being the only projection, 
and quite safe to operate with wet hands. 

With regard to Radiator’s’’ suggestion that the elements 
should be protected so that drops of water cannot fall on 
the glowing wires, it would be difficult. and I might sav 
impracticable, to make a completely effective water guard 
without obstructing the glowing effect of the fire; however, 
it is quite unnecessary in our fires, drops of water or even 
a fine stream of water would have little or no effect on the 
elements, It will be understood that the voltage differ- 
ence between the turns is so small, about 1-3 a volt, that 
there is no risk of short-circuiting, and the fact. that the 
elements are wound on a fireclay insulating material base 
which in turn is mounted upon and within a glazed carthen- 
ware casing precludes the possibility of “earths.” 

If “ Radiator” is interested in a watertight beater for bath- 
rooms, then our electric hot-water radiatora or rather con- 
vectors, towel rails, or gown airers meet the case. See 


enclosed pamphlets. » 
| : The General Electric Co., Ltd. 
“ . TUNE О. G. М№оввв, 
London, E. G. Manager of Heating ck Cooking Dept, 
April 9th, 1920. | A EE 1 YT 


Tumbler (?) Switches. 


We have a distinct impression, although we cannot now 
trace the source, that the correct name for these switches is 
“ Tumler,” being the name of an individual who possibly 
was the inventor of the switch motion, in spite of the fact 
that the word "tumbler " seems to be ahnost invariably used. 

If you can verify that this is the case, we should like tu 
sce this common error corrected in your coluinns. 


E. Fowler Clark, 
Messrs. Rolls-Royce, Ltd., Derby. 
April 10th, 1920. 


[Messrs. A. P. Lundberg & Sons inforin us that the move- 
ment was invented by Mr. A. B. Blackburn, of the Edison 
Swan Со. ; it is sometimes called * Tumler,” but Tumbler ” 
15 the correct form. — EUS. Etec. REv. ] 


The Tucker Microphone. | 

In your issue of April 2nd an article by Mr. G. E. Moore 
makes a reference to my microphone. The suggestion is that 
the invention is not new, and reference is made to micro- 
phones of Dr. Eccles and Prof. McGregor Morris. ‘The ex- 
апппабоп of patent 13,123/16 which has recently ceased to 
be a secret patent, will show that there is а fundamental 
difference between this microphone and others previously in 
use, and this difference formed the basis of the Royal Coin- 
mission award of 44, 000. 

Unfortunately, I am prevented from publishing an account 
of its work, as the latter is stil regarded as secret.“ 
Although, therefore, there is every prospect of the hot-wire 
microphone developing as a scientific instrument of extended 
use, it will probably continue to be considered as an interest- 
ing gadget " hurriedly improvised to cope with very excep- 


tional war conditions. 
W. S. Tucker. 
Woolwich. m 


April loth, 1920. 


Wages in Kinemas and in the Electrical Industry. 


I was interested to note Mr. Albert J. Cutler's remarks 
unent my letter of the 26th ult. under above heading. 1 
think he has an idea that I have an animus against kinema 
operators. This is not so. Skilled operators are entitled to 
all they can get, and personally the writer is of opinion that, 
in view of the fact that they are mainly responsible for the 
successful running of kinema shows and that the trade 
is so ostentatiously wealthy, a wage of £10 per week should 
not be out of the question. dM ч ' 

Mr. Cutler’s assurance that the E.T.U. insists on five years’ 
experience as а qualification is welcome. Apparently my 
information was incorrect. I find that а recent agreement 
in respect of the London area stipulates four years as the 
qualifying period for a chief operator. 

Your correspondent admits that there are many ' handle- 
turners” masquerading as kinema operators. These men 
(and boys) are a latent menace to bona-fide operators, and 
to the safety of kinema patrons. Yet, in spite of their exist- 
ence, the number of outbreaks of fire per year is ridiculously 
small. Surely this disproves Mr. Cutler's assertion that we 
must adinit the possibility of fire with '' the best and coolest 
of men? "E | 

Mr. Cutler is inclined to question my knowledge of the 
kinema machine, and he wonders whether I have experienced 
operating-box conditions. Some years ago I held a position 
as chief operator-electrician, and some of my practical notes 
were published at the time in a trade journal. IL iust again 
insist that the design of projection equipments is so efficient 
ag practically to preclude any chance of fire. Small wonder, 
as I have pointed out before (and this is apart from the 
wages question), that projection work does not appeal to tho 
average electrician. | 

G. E. Moore. 


London, N. 
April. 12th, 1920. | 


Mr. F. E. Heal is requested to send us his address.—Eps 
ELEC. Rev. | 


Engineering Labour.—The Labour Correspondent of the 
Financial Times writes as follows: — The second ballot of the 
46,172 members of the Amalgamated Toolmakers Union has given 
the required majority for amalgamation with the Amalgamated 
Society of Engineers. Of the votes recorded 28,052 were in favour 
of amalgamation, and 2,309 against. The surprising feature of the 
ballot is that nearly 16,000 members, or practically one-third of 
the whole, had not sufficient interest in the matter to record their 
vote either for or against the proposal. The nine Unions forming 
the Engineering Unions’ Amalgamation are the Amalyamated 
Society of Engineers, the Machine Workers. the Smiths and 
Strikers, the Steam Engine Makers, the Associated Brass Workers. 
the Scientific Instrument Makers, the North of England Brass 
Workers, the London Metal Workers acd the Tool Makers. The 
National Brass and Metal Mechanics nre also going to take a 
ballot as to joining forces with the Engineering Amalgamation. 
Altogether it will he an exceedingly powerful combination.” 

е | 


ĖS 


490 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol 86, No. 3,212, APRIL 16, И 


ELECTROLYTIC IRON.“ 


DESPITE the numerous experiments and researches made by various 
investigators extending over more than half a century, it is only 
within the last few years that the electrolytic manufacture of iron 
on a large scale has reached a commercially successful stage. The 
earlier attempts were purely of a technical nature, and mainly in 
the direction of the electrodeposition of iron for stereotypes from 
either ferrous sulphate or ferrous chloride solutions. 

Seamless iron tubes, analogous to the copper cylinders manu- 
factured by the Elmore process, were made by Cowper-Coles about 
1908. 

The electrolyte preferably used by Cowper-Coles, and considered 
to yield the best results. was a 20 per cent. solution of sulfo-cresilic 
acid saturated with iron. 

In 1909, Franz Fischer, a Berlin chemist, succeeded in producing 
considerable quantities of electrolytic iron with highly concentrated 
solutions of iron chloride and calcium chloride, working at a tem- 
perature of 110° C., and with a current density of 20 amperes per 
square decimetre. The Langheim Pfanhauser Works at Leipzig 
attempted the direct industrjal production of sheet-iron having a 
thickness of 5 mm. The purity of the metal reached 99°99 per 
cent.; it was easy to weld, suitable for autogenous welding, and 
melted at 1,600° C. 

But the first patents for the electrolytic manufacture of iron on a 
really industrial and commercial scale were taken out in 1910 by the 
Société "Le Fer," of Grenoble. In principle, the method used 
depends upon the employment of a rotating cathode and a neutral 
solution of ferrous salta kept in the neutral state by the circulation 
of the liquid on iron filings. Regular additions of a depolarising 
agent, such as oxide of iron, are given to the bath to eliminate as 
far as possible the hydrogen formed on the cathode which, if 
present in large quantity, would be detrimental to the iron 
deposited. 

Very high current densities can be worked with, about 1,000 
amperes per sq. metre, and a metal of excellent quality is obtained 
which o&n be at onoe utilised industrially. This iron successfully 
competes with the fine irons, and the Swedish irons so well known 
for their purity. The Saint-Marie and Gravigny Foundry, and 
the works of Bouchayer & Viallet, also produce sheet-iron and 
tubes in & great variety of weights and shapes in the finished 
state directly by electrolysis. 

For the commercial production of electrolytic iron practical 
experience has shown that heavy current densities must be 
employed for the best quality product and maximum output. In 
general the electrolyte consists of a solution of ferrous chloride or 
ferrous sulphate, or a mixture of the two salts. To obtain a 
smooth, dense, homogeneous deposit, and one which can be utilised 
after simple annealing, the electrolyte should be preliminarily 
treated, as otherwise the bath which is greenish in colour only 
gives & metallio depoeit of very irregular form, and having no 
commercial value, The electrolyte is first agitated in a small cell 
by simply rotating the anode for example, so as to produce an 
oxidising action of the air at the same time as the electrolytic 
action. The salts of iron being very easily oxidisable in the air, 
a modification of the composition of the bath ensues; iron 
oxyohloride is formed which reacts upon the hydrogen deposited 
on the cathode in the form of gas bubbles, which causes the bad 
quality of certain deposits. When the bath ceases to froth, and 
has & brown colour, it is in a satisfactory electrolytic condition, 
and can be utilised for an industrial run. | 

Unless the electrolytic solution is kept in a neutral condition 
it is found that the iron which is deposited scales, and cannot be 
utilised commercially. This neutral condition is attained by 
keeping finely-divided iron in suspension in the bath. 

For the preparation of electrolytic iron for printing blocks and 
electro-plating, according to Muller, low voltages and low current 
densities should be used. He has used both the double sulphate of 
iron and ammonium, and the chloride of iron for the electrolytic 
solutions. ` 

It appears that the higher the current density and the more 
concentrated the electrolyte, the denser and more homogeneous is 
the iron deposited. 

In order to obtain the highest purity of iron, it is essential for 
the anodes themselves to be as pure as possible. 

According to Burgess, with an electrolyte containing 40 gm. 
of iron a8 iron sulphate, and 40 gm. of ammonium chloride per 
litre, the electrolytic refining of iron can be conducted without 
interruption. With anodes of better quality commercial iron (pure 
iron), the electrolytic iron reaches 99'97 per cent. 

It is estimated that 1 kw.-hour would be necessary to purify 
1 kg. of iron, and would cost 0°05 fr. The cost of working 
(labour, maintenance of the electrolyte. general expenses, &c.), does 
not appear to be higher than the price of energy, in consequence 
the refining would work out at about 100 fr. per ton. With mild 
steel anodes at 175 fr. per ton, electrolytic iron would thus cost 
approximately 275 fr. per ton, and could compete with pure 
Swedish iron. 

According to L. Guillet, the cost of raw electrolytic iron should 
not exceed 200 fr. to 220 fr, per ton. 

Coarse electrolytic iron in the unfinished state contains a very 
amall proportion of impurities, such as silicon, phosphorus, 
sulphur. manganese, and carbon. Most samples of electrolytic 
iron, as it comes from manufacture, also contain certain gases, 
carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, nitrogen, and above all, hydrogen. 
The hydrogen can be eliminated by annealing. The appearance 


* Abetracted from a series of articles by Jean Escard, in Le 
Génie Cicil, Vol. LXXV, Nos, 8, 9 and 10, 


and the physical characteristics of the iron to a great extent 
depend upon the percentage of hydrogen it contains. Electrolrtic 
iron containing hydrogen is also magnetic, and on being magnetise 
is much stronger than ordinary magnets. 

Using a cast-iron containing 2°35 per cent. carbon, 1°31 per cent, 
silicon, 1°07 per cent. sulphur, and 1°07 per cent. phosphorus the 
electrolytic iron prepared from it only showed 0'004 per cent 
carbon, 0'007 per cent. silicon, 0'006 per cent. sulphur, and 
0'008 per cent. phosphorus, which indicates tbe degree of refine. 
ment which can be attained. 

The mechanical properties of electrolytic iron, such as tensile 
strength, bending, elongation, hardness, &c., vary according to the 
method of treatment. A tensile strength of 30°9 kg. to 32'8 kg. per 
sq. mm. was obtained with an elongation of 40°3 to 43'1 per cent. 
with electrolytic tubes annealed for two hours at 900 C. in 
magnesia. As regards hardness, the raw electrolytic iron as it 
comes from the bath is hard and brittle, and gives a Brinell test 
of 193 (diameter of ball 10 mm., pressure 3,000 kg.) ; reheated at 
900° C., the hardness falla to 90. 

The resistivity of electrolytic iron has been the subject of various 
researches. L. Guillet and Porterin give 9°98 microhms per cm. 
cube as the average of a number of measurements made on annealed 
rods 12 om. long and 5°7 mm. in diameter, after allowing a 
correction of 0°24 microhm per cm. cube for the arsenic and 
phosphorus in the iron, although in minute quantities. 

Similar experiments by L. Guillet and Porterin on unannealed 
bars 12 cm. long, and having a section of 5'1 mm. X 61 mm, 
gave 11°92 microhms per cm. cube corrected for arsenic and 
phosphorus. 

As shown by the curves in figs. 1 and 2, electrolytic iron has 
low hysteresis and high permeability. Curve А is the hysteresis 
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curve for the sample of electrolytic iron at ordinary temperature, 
and curve C is for ordinary iron. The coercive force of electrolytic 
iron is 20 gauss, and the remanent magnetism is about 
10,800 gauss ; for the ordinary iron the coercive force is 10 gaus, 
and the retentivity amounts to 12,000 gauss. The two samples 
were subjected to a temperature of 1,000° C., when curve B 
was obtained for the electrolytic iron sample. As the ordinary 
iron gave no sensible modification by the heat treatment, the 
corresponding curve is not shown for the sake of clearness. In 
the case of the electrolytic iron, the coercive force has fallen to 
5 gauss, and the remanence has risen to 13,000 gauss. Under the 
action of heat, electrolytic iron thus approaches mild steel 
magnetically, 

Electrolytic iron tubes are now being manufactured on a large 
scale, and at the works of Bouchayer & Viallet, they are being 
made up to 4 and 5 metres in length, 10 to 12 cm. in diameter, and 
from 0'1 to 6 mm. іп thickness. The iron is deposited on a metal 
mandrel, the whole is then annealed, and immediately afterwards 
the tube is removed from the mandrel. 

These tubes offer various advantages. It is well known that 
considerable difficulties are met with in the manufacture of iron 
tubes of uniform thickness below 6 mm., by the metallurgical 
processes in common use. In general, the thickness of the final 
product is very irregular, whereas by the electrolytic process ib 18 
uniform, whatever the diameter, thickness, and length of the tube. 
They are used for a number of purposes—for water pipes, steal 
mains, compressed air ducts, &c.—and their application has 50 far 
not given rise to adverse criticism. 

Uniform iron plates are also obtained directly by electrolysis, 
i.e., without rolling. The metal is of firat-class quality, is easy 
to work, and can be subjected to severe strains in the 0014 state М 


in drawing plates of different sizes and thicknesses, Owing to the 


magnetic properties of electrolytic iron it offers advantages in the 
construction of transformers, dynamos, and motors. By using 
sheets of electrolytic iron, the weight efficiency of transformers 
van be increased by about 35 to 45 per cent.; in the case of alter- 
nating-current motors for the same temperature and space oocup!êd, 
the capacity can be increased about 50 per cent.; and with 
current motors and dynamos, an economy of about 16 per cent. cn 
be effected in the weight of iron used. А 
As regards the use of electrolytic iron for transformer plates, Цц 
18 well known that the losses tend to increase with the timeo 
service of the transformer, and the deterioration of these plates 
takes place more rapidly as the temperature increases, Electro- 
lytic iron, however, gives à good guarantee against ageing, as ite 
B structure is very stable. The same applies to 
silicon, 
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REMINISCENCES OF A SUBMARINE 
CABLE PIONEER. 


By ROLLO APPLEYARD. 


In looking through some old papers, I recently came upon 
the following letter; it was written to me in 1909 by the late 
David Jenkins. Throughout his life he had been closely 
associated with the manufacture of submarine cables, and 
towards the end of his career nothing pleased him more than 
to recount the story of the early progress of his distinguished 
shop-mate, Willoughby Smith. As it is doubtful whether 
there is associated with the developinent of telegraphy and 
the cable a more noteworthy example of success won against 


adversity by hard and intelligent work than that afforded by 
Willoughby Snuth, some ot your readers may—after this 
lapse of beneficent time—care to read this letter. The history 
of the submarine cable itself has been adinirably told by 
writers, from W. H. Russell to Charles Bright, but this brief 
note by David Jenkins adds something to the human side 
of the romance, and indicates how it struck a contemporary. 


— ——— 


‚ In the year 1851 I went to work for the Gutta Percha Co. 
in Wharf Road, City Road. They were inaking the core for 
the cable to connect. Dover and Calais, and a very successful 
cable it was, the copper wire .064, covered with two coats 
of gutta percha to .JUU; coal tar naphtha was used between 
the coats to cause the coats to unite. The coils were sent to 
Wapping, where the cable was made and shipped. It was 
the first successful submarine cable that was made. Mr. 
Willoughby Smith was there working as examiner and 
jointer; he became one of the first electricians of the day. 

he inanager of the works, Mr. Samuel Staton, offered a 
reward of £2 to the man that could make the best joint. 
Every man that wished could compete—the electrician was 
to be the judge. Mr. Willoughby Smith’s joint was the best 
—a great many inen competed. In the year 1854 there was 
war with Russia. The Russians sank a lot of ships before the 
harbour of Sebastopol to prevent the Allied Fleet from enter- 
ing. Those ships the English Government wished to blow 
up. Accordingly divers and electricians were sent to do this. 
Mr. Willoughby Smith and Mr. Orchard were appointed. 
Mr. Smith did not like the job, but there was a young assis- 
tant electrician who wished that he had been appointed to 
ио. I knew this young man by name as Mr. Henry. Mr. 
Smith and Mr. Henry goproached the manager to allow them 
to change places, which was granted. Mr. Henry and Mr. 
Orchard went sometime in October in a ship called the 
'" Prince." They arrived in due time in Balaclava Harbour. 
On November 5th a tremendous storm arose and wrecked 
28 transport ships, among them the Prince.“ Mr. Henry, 
Mr. Orchard, and the crew were drowned.* 

Mr. Smith had gone a dozen steps up the ladder of pro- 
sperity. The О.Р. Co. made a great many cables. Many 
were a success and many a failure. I think it was in 1856 
they made the first Atlantic cable, the copper wire of .029 
covered with three coats of gutta percha to 3 in. The cable 
Was made partly at Greenwich by Glass & Elliott’s, and partly 
#t Birkenhead by Mr. Newall, and this was shipped in the 
Niagara, the Greenwich part in the “ Agamemnon.” The 
two ships met in mid-Atlantic; the“ Niagara" was to lay 
her cable to Newfoundland and the “Agamemnon ” to 
Queenstown, in Ireland. 'Thev made two unsuccessful at- 
tempts; the third they laid the cable, and said that they got 
a message through, and then they could not get any more, 
so the whole thing was a complete failure. he G.P. Co. 
made a great many cables for land purposes, and gutta percha 
goods, and general work. In the year 1861 there was a 
slackness of work. I was stood off. I then went to work 
for Mr. Hancock at West Street, Smithfield, the next week— 
I think that would be in June. Mr. Charles Hancock was 
one of the first to bring gutta percha into use; his works 
was at Abbey Lane, West Ham. Not having enough capital 
to carry it on he took three gentlemen as partners—their 
names were Mr. Bubery, Mr. Gurney, and Bunson; this was 
sometime in 1846 or 1848, I cannot say the exact time. As 
time went on. trade increased, and they took another larger 
place in Wharf Road, City Road. They made all sorts of 
G.P. articles, and patented a great manv. One of the chief 
patents was copper wire insulated with gutta percha. This 
patent Mr. C. Hancock claimed as his own, and Mr. C. 
Hancock disagreed with the other gentleinen of the com- 
pany. They would not admit him in the works at Wharf 
Road. They instructed the gatekeeper not to admit hin, 
and if he insisted, to put him out by main force. This the 
gatekeeper did, and in doing so he tore Mr. Hancock's coat. 
Mr. Hancock summoned the gatekeeper for assault, and T 
think they had to pay a small fine: this was the commence- 
ment of trouble between Mr. Hancock and the other partners 
of the company which lasted four years. I think the greatest 


* The Prince was caught in the hurricane of November 
Tith. 1854, vide The British Expedition to the Crimea. 
W. Н. Russell, р. 180. 


battle was over the patent of insulating copper wire with 
gutta percha; in the end it was settled that both parties had 
a right to use it. The Wharf Road and West Ham were two 
separate firms ever after. The West Ham, owned by 
Mr. C. Hancock, was managed by Mr. Branscon, a 
very shrewd business man. Under Mr. Branecon the 
finn prospered. About the year 1855 Mr. Hancock 
left West Ham and leased a large premises at West Street, 
Smithfield, and there was some disagreement, and Mr. 
Branscon left. This was a bad job for Mr. Hancock, as the 
Wharf Road people took Mr. Branscon in at once. The pre- 
mises that Mr. Hancock leased belonged to Galloways, boiler 
makers, who had removed to some place near Manchester. 
Galloways occupied about three acres of land in the city, 
which the Corporation wanted for street and meat market 
improvements; the Corporation bought Mr. Hancock out; 
this was some time in 1564. Mr. Hancock then amalgamated 
with the I.R.G.P. Co., of Silvertown. The company engaged 
Mr. Walter Hancock, who was a civil engineer, as manager of 
the gutta percha department. He was a smart man, and 
he laid the plans of the buildings and inachinery, and com- 
pleted the whole of the work in about two years, including 
the removal of the whole stock and machinery from West 
Street, to Silvertown. ‘The engines stopped on or about De- 
cember 7th, 1805. The new engines started at Silvertown on 
January 9154 1866. I was then transferred to Silvertown, 
January Ist, 1566. Some of the hands would not come to 
Silvertown, it being very unhealthy; it was badly drained; the 
people suffered from ague very much. The sanitary arrange- 
ments are much improved, the river bank has been raised 
to prevent overflow of the Thames at high tide. As for Silver- 
town, the inhabitants have increased I should say twenty 
fold. Silvertown in 1866 was quite country; they only had 
one policeman for Silvertown and North Woolwich. If you 
required his services, you had to go to North Woolwich to & 
small private house. He had a board over the door marked 
“ police." Silvertown has improved of late, and there is 
still room for improvement. When Mr. Matthew Gray be- 
came 1nanager of the I.R.G.P. works Mr. Gray and Mr. Han- 
cock did not agree. Mr. Hancock resigned, and Mr. Gray 
engaged a clever mechanic from Wharf Road to fill up the 
vacancy—Mr. Gibson by name. He stayed about seven 
years, then he died. Mr. Ridley followed after Mr. Gibson. 
І inay say that when Mr. Gray made his first submarine 
cable and shipped it on board the s.s. ‘‘ Narver," Mr. Chat- 
terton stopped the ship under the pretence the company had 
infringed his patent for the compound. That, of course, de- 
layed the job for some time. The compound was patented 
by Mr. Chatterton, but it was the idea of Samuel Smith that 
worked at Wharf Road when I did. Samuel Smith asked 
Mr. Chatterton to remunerate him for the idea, but he would 
not. Smith lost his temper and called Mr. Chatterton a 
b—-— rogue. Chatterton gave him the sack for his pains. 
D. JENKINS. 
23, Winchester Street, Silvertown. 


Intercrystalline Brittleness of Copper.—When copper 
is heated in & molten bath of eodium chloride for the purpose of 
cleaning and softening. it has been noticed that the copper is 
embrittled. Under these conditions the copper is more or less in 
contact with iron or steel, either from a stirring rod, forceps for 
handling the piece, or the pot used to contain the salt, and a“ galvanic 
couple" with the copper as cathode would be formed. According 
to the Journal of the Franklin Institute, experiments were made 
at the U.S. Burean of Standards with small rods of copper and 
mild steel which were made either anode or cathode in a bath of 
molten salt and with an E.M.F. of approximately six volts. The 
brittleness of the copper rods was compared with untreated material 
by bending the specimens back and forth with one end firmly 
clamped. The copper rod which was an anode was as tough and 
soft as the original, and required practically the same number of 
bends to cause it to fracture. The cuthode copper was found to be 
very brittle. Microscopic examination showed the anode copper to 
be perceptibly smoother on the surface than the original material ; 
the structure was that of annealed copper. In the cathode copper 
rod the crystalline boundaries on the surface are well defined, and 
the intercrystalline boundaries for an appreciable depth within 
the metal are made wider. The probable explanation of embrittle- 
ment of the copper when it is made the cathode is that an 
appreciable amount of metallic sodium is formed by the electro- 
lysie, which immediately alloys with the copper, the attack being 
selective towards the grain boundaries rather than forming an 
alloy layer of uniform thickness upon the outside. 


Finsbury Technical College.— The Old Students'“ Asso- 
ciation magazine, which ceased publication during the war, 
has reappeared. The chief aim of the present number is to 
organise the Association on new lines, and members are asked to 
vote for or against the adoption of new rules. A meeting to discuss 
this subject is being held at the College on May 4th, at 6.15 p.m. 
The annual conversazione is to be held at tha College on the 
evening of April 30th ; tickets, at 28. each, are obtainable from the 
Conversazione Secretary, at the College. Old students can obtain 
a copy of the magazine by applying to the Hon. Seo., Old 
Students’ Association, Finsbury Technical College, Leonard Street 
City Road, E. O. 


492 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


— 


[Vol. 86. No. 2,212, APRIL 16, 1920, 


+ n 


-Italian Companies.— The Italian Edison Co., of Milan, 
which. has. а share capital of 96,000,000 lire, reports net profits of 
9,782,000 lire for 1919, and a dividend of 34 lire per share of 
306 lire. The Tecnomasio Italiano Brown-Boveri, of Milan, 
records net profits of 994,000 lire on a share capital of 12,000,000 
lire, and a dividend at the rate of 8 lire per share. 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—SPEEN MECHANICAL 
REPAIR DEPOT, mechanical and electrical engineers, 283, Poulton 
Road, Seacombe.—Messrs. C. J. Savery and C. W. J. Bartlett have 
dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended to by Mr. C. J. 
Savery, who will continue the business. 

E. & C. GATES, electrical engineers and advertising Sign manu- 
facturers, 56, London Street, Norwich.—Messrs. C. and E. C. Gates 
have dissolved partnership. Mr. C. Gates will attend to debts and 
continue the business under the same style. 

Messrs. H. SLEAD and P. F. SENIOR, trading as Slead and 
Senior, electrical engineers, 103, King Cross, and 48. Peelon Lane, 
Halifax, have dissolved partnership. Mr. P. S. Senior will continue 
the business under the same style. 

Sissons Bros. & Co., Lrp., Hull.—Meeting of creditors under 
the voluntary liquidation, April 16th. 

NEWALL's INSULATION Co., Lrp.—Winding up voluntarily for 
reconstruction purposes. Liquidator, Mr. F. S. Newall. A meeting 
of creditors was called for April 14th. 

WiLSON & NEWTON, wholesale stationers and dealers in eleo- 
trical accessories, 65, Market Street, Manchester.—Messrs. A. E. 
Wilson and J. Newton have dissolved partnership. Mr. A. E. Wilson 
will attend to debts and continue the business under the same title. 


Catalogues and Lists.—Messrs. METRODES, LTD., 87, 
Fargate, Leeds.—Circular giving prices of Metrodes "— metal 
electrodes for use in electric welding. 

THE ENTERPRISE MANUFACTURING Co., Lrp., Gun Street 
Electrical Works, Bishopsgate, E. 1.—Postcard illustrating the 
" Smoovit" electric iron. Priced. 

STURTEVANT ENGINEERING Co., LTDb., 147, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C. 4.—Catalogues No. 1014 (16 pp.) and 1052 (20 pp.). 
The first is an illustrated list of Monogram fans for various 
applications ; it also includes hand-driven fans and accesaories. 
No. 1052 deals with Sturtevant steel plate fans. | 

MEssRs, SIEMENS BROS. & Co., LrD., Palace Place Mansions, 
Kensington Court, W. 8.—Pamphlet A-710 (12 pp.). An illustrated 
list of loud-speaking telephones and accessories, including switch- 
boards and boxes. 

THE WiLsoN-WoLr ENGINEERING Co., Ltp., Bradford.—Card 
advertising " Wilson-Wolf" 1920 pattern ball-bearing motors — 
fractional horse-power sizes. 

THE SUN ELECTRICAL Co. LTD., 118-120, Charing Cross 
Road, W. C. 2.— The Essential Factor," "Le Facteur Essential, 
and El Factor Esencial" (16 pp.) An interesting introduction 
in English, French, and Spanish to the company's general 
catalogue. 

THE SwiFt ELECTRICAL, LTD., 25, Castle Street, Falcon 
Square, E.C.1.—Booklet illustrating and describing the " Lotoc " 
electric bell, for which this company is the sole London agent. 

THE J ELECTRIC LAMP MANUFACTURING Co., LTD., 
Standen Road, Southfields, S.W. 18.—Leaflet giving an illustration 
and details of the Z electric vacuum cleaner. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E. C. 4.—Two illustrated pamphlets dealing respectively with elec- 
tric hot-water radiators and electrical bath-room equipment. 


The State of German Industry.—The Department of 
Overseas Trade is informed that many orders which were given at 
the Frankfort Fair held in October last, and also at the Leipzig 
Autumn Fair, are still unfulfilled, and there is no prospect of their 
being carried out at anything like the agreed-upon prices, nor can 
any satisfaction be obtained from the respective German manu- 
facturers. German industry is absolutely distrusted at the present 
time, owing to (1) the difficulties in connection with obtaining raw 
materials. shortage of coal and the upward trend of production 
costs, and (2) the very questionable tactics which German manu- 
facturers are showing to foreign buyers, particularly as regards 
the system of accepting contracts with the proviso freibleibend,“ 
that is, that the terms are not binding. 

Some 800 prospective buyers from Denmark attended the Leipzig 
Fair, but no contracts appear to have been made, although it is 
stated that the intention of these buyers was to purchase goods to 
the extent of 1 milliard kronen. The outlook had, however, 
frightened off all prospective purchasers. 


- Stolen Motors.—Charles Baden Powell, Arthur Reginald 
Mason, and Harold Frederick Harding, all of the Royal Air Force, 
appeared at Edinburgh Sheriff Court in connection with thefts 
from Turnhouse Aerodrome. They all pleaded guilty to stealing 
three' motor engines, and Powell and Mason admitted stealing 
& quantity of tools and seven driving belts. An arent ex- 
plained that there was a civilian caretaker in charge, and he 
believed there had been laxity in supervision, which had tempted 
the men to carry out the thefts. АП accused bore a good army 
record. The Procurator Fiscal said the engines were worth £400, 
and the tools and driving belts about £60. Accused had sold the 
engines for £32, and the other material for £12. Sheriff Crele 
sentenced Powell and Mason to three months’ imprisonment each, 
and Harding was sent to prison for two months. 
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BUSINESS NOTES. E | : 


Plant for Sale.—The City of London Mental Hospital, 
Dartford, has for disposal one 4-cylinder, 105-в.н.р. Thornycroft 
Diesel engine, direct-cuupled to 75-Kw. Lancashire Dynamo Co.'s 
generator, &c. 

Wuitby Urban Council has for sale one 100-Kw. Parsons turbo- 
generator and one 28-H.P. vertical enclosed steam engine. See our 
advertisement pages to-day. С i Е 


Trade Announcements.— MESSRS. SCHNEIDER & CIE., of 
Paris, have removed their London address to 30, Victoria Street, 
S. W. 1 (Phone: Victoria 2919), which is also the address of their 
representatives for Great Britain and Colonies—Measrs. J. & P. Hill. 

Mr. B. L. MxER who, as announced here, recently dissolved 
partnership, is now carrying on business as the Electric and 
Engineering Specialties Co., at 79, Great George Street, Liverpool. 
He holds the sole agency for Liverpool and Manchester district for 
several electrical firms, and he wishes to receive manufacturers’ 
catalogues and terms. 

Messrs. RE. Ax, LTD., of 3 and 4, Percy Street, Tottenham Court 
Road, W. 1, are now making agency arrangements for all parts of 
the Kingdom for their Rejax lighting and power plants, which 
are being put in by numerous small hotel proprietors, house- 
holders, farmers, &c. Copies of their publicity literature will be 
sent on application. 

Messrs. GOODENOUGH & Co., electrical engineers, of Barnataple, 
have removed from Rackfield, to larger premises at Trinity Works, 
Barbican. 

The businesses of Messrs. C. & T. Cannon, of Burton and 
Aylesbury, and Messrs. W. Y. Green & Co., of 14 and 16, Walton 
Street, Aylesbury, have been amalgamated, and will be carried on 
under the style of CANNON, GREEN & Co., heating and lighting 
engineers. 


Site for Works,— Particulars of a building site of 
about 9 acres, at Barrow-in-Furness, are given in our advertise- 
ment pages to-day. 


New French Companles.— Among the new companies 
recently formed in France are the Société Le Moteur Electrique, of 
18, Route de Cremieu, Villeurbanne, capital 1,000,000 fr. ; and the 
Société Electrique de la Siderurgie Lorraine, 63, Avenue Victor- 
Emmanuel, Paris, capital 8,000,000 fr. 


Agencies in Holland.— H.M. Commercial Secretary at 
The Hague, in a recent report, says :—‘ Many British firms with 
business relations of old standing with Holland are not represented 
here, but content themselves with sending a representative onoe or 
twice a year to book orders. The best comment on this is a reply 
actually given by a local firm to one of these travellers who was 
making his half-yearly round to book orders :—" Sir, the chances 
against my wanting something on the day of your visit are some- 
thing like 180 to 1." Representation can be summarised in the 
following scale, arranged in order of merit :— 

1. Branch office in Holland with or without stocks, according to 
circumstances. 

2. Resident British representative. 

3. Agency entrusted to British merchant firm established in 
Holland. 

4. Арепсу entrusted to Dutch firm. 

5. No local representation ; traveller making periodical visita. 

Numbers one and two are.'of course, beyond the means of many 
firms. but the suggestion has been made that several manufacturers 
of cognate but non-competing articles might establish a selling 
agency in common on one or other of these bases. 

It is considered above all important that no British firm should 
appoint a local agent without first sending a responsible member of 
the firm to examine local conditions, ascertain the type of article 
most in use, and make careful inquiries a8 to the capacity of the 
agent to cover the district entrusted to him and as to other and 
possibly competing agencies held. 

The question of advertisement in Holland is one which would 
repay further study by experts. asthe conditions, both material and 
psychological, are very different to those obtaining in the United 
Kingdom, and the opportunities are large, the art of advertisement 
here not having by any means reached thestandard of Great Britain 
and America. 


A Danish Cable Firm.—The report of the directors of 
the Dansk Kabelfabrik states that the company's efforts were 
directed in 1919 towards getting the factory in satisfactory opera- 
tion. The difficulties in the way of the delivery of machinery and 
raw materials, which were chiefly purchased in America and 
England, were considerable; transport problems in connection 
with harbour strikes and Jack of space at Copenhagen harbour 
delayed the arrival of the machinery for some months, as the latter 
was discharged in various ports abroad and in Denmark, and had 
then to be forwarded on to Copenhagen. Moreover, many of the 
machines arrived in an incomplete condition, and it was therefore 
necessary partly for the company to finish them and partly to 
procure some parts from foreign firms before the machines could 
be brought into use. Under these circumstances. it was only 
possible to begin rational working in the autumn, and get the pro- 
duction in proper progress. At the same time, the directors were 
successful in finding a technical director in Mr, Т. С, Thomsen. 
It was expected that manufacturing would be considerably extended 
in the next few months, and the factory show remunerative 
activity, | 
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catalogues Wanted.—Messrs. James Orn & Co., 88. 


Tyne Chambers, Newcastle-on-Tyne, wish to receive catalogues and 

other publicity matter from electrical manufacturers and dealers. 
THe ARO ELECTBICAL Co., Trevelyan Buildings, Corporation 

Street, Manchester, want manufacturers catalogues and lists. 


Railway Wagon Detention: Improvement. — The 
Ministry of Transport states that very gratifying results have 
followed the increase of the demurrage charges on railway com- 
panies’ trucks which became operative on January lst. The figures 
for February, which are now available, show that wagon detention 
has decreased by 12 per cent., as compared with December, repre- 
senting asaving of over 160,000 wagon days. 


The Holland Wire and Cable Works.—The report for 
1919 of the directors of the N. V. Hollandsche Draad en Kabel- 
fabriek, of Amsterdam, first recalls the fact that 10 years have now 
elapsed since the undertaking was established, and figures are 
given showing the course of the development during this period. 
The report proceeds to state that it was considered desirable to 
bring the social capital more into agreement with the actual 
capital by capitalising the undisclosed reserves formed in the 
couree of years. As a consequence, the balance of the working 
account contained not only the results for the financial year 1919, 
but also the reserves in question, and the directors proposed to 
distribute a dividend of 50 per cent. in shares, and the remainder 
(18 per cent.) in cash. The results obtained in 1919 were favour: 
able. This was due to a large extent to the fact that the company 
succeeded in the early months of the year in getting transported 
to Amsterdam the large stocks which had been awaitiny shipment 
for some years, во that they no longer had to contend, as in previous 
years, with inadequate supplies of raw materials; and the export 
trade which thereby again became possible, yielded very favourable 
results. There was nothing unfavoarable to set against these 
favourable factors, thanks to the maintenance of the principle 
during the war of keeping stocks on the level of peace time prices, 
and as a consequence the inevitable losses on war-time raw 
materials, in so far as they were still in stock on the termination 
of war conditions, were already written off beforehand. Con- 
cerning the future prospects, the report states that the company 
were favourably circumstanced as their principal raw materials— 
copper, rubber, and cotton—were all derived from countries 
possessing a sound currency. Thus, the influence of the low level 
of exchange in the case of other industrial countries was limited 
chiefly to wages and general expenses, which factors were of con- 
siderably less influence with the articles manufactured by the 
company. On the other hand, the company were placed at an 
advantage in the financing of raw materials precisely throuzh the 
Dutch rate of exchange. After making provision for depreciation, 
the accounts show net profits of 2,090,282 florins, permitting of 
the payment of the dividends (68 per cent.) already mentioned. 
The balance-sheet contains, for the first time, an entry entitled 
" personnel obligations, amounting to 11,850 florins. It ie 
explained that this is in accordance with au arrangement 
under which the staff is permitted to take up a financial interest 
in the company by means of: profit-sharing. obligations. The 
comparative statement showing the progress of the company 
indicates that the paid-up capital has increased from 120,0C0 florins 
in 1910, to 1,809,000 florins in 1919; and the dividends from 10 per 
cent. in 1912. to 12 per cent. in 1914, 15 per cent. in 1915, 16 per 
cent. in 1916,17 per cent. in 1917, 18 per. oent. in 1918, and 63 per 
cent. in 1919. z . 


Auction Sales — Asset; Auctions Co., Ltd., will sell by 
auction. at 119, Newington Causeway, S. E., on April 2186, the 
stock of an electrical goods factor. On April 27th to 30th, Messrs, 
BUCKELL & BALLARD will offer for sale by auction, buildings, 
fittings, and electrical plant, at an Oxfordshire aerodrome. For 
full particulars see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Book Notices.—The Enyineer's Year-Book for 1920. 
Edited by H. R. Kempe, M.Inst.C.E.. and W. H. Smith. Pp. 2581; 
figs. 2250. London: Crosby Lockwood & Son. Price 30s. net.— 
This is the twenty-seventh year of publication of a volume which 
may be justly described as an old friend ; though long past its 
majority, it still keeps on growing, having now exceeded a total 
of 2500 pages, and the reference in the preface to the " growth in 
the literature of industrialism is obviously appropriate. In the 
present issue, besides the revision or rewriting of many of the 
existing sections, we find & number of entirely new sections—the 
‘metering of water, air, gas, and steam, windmills, electric welding, 
acetylene. oxy-acetylene welding and cutting, &c.—while the 
matter has been in many respects rearranged and improved. 
Much attention is given to costs, and a useful buyers’ guide is 
provided. By no means least of the valuable features of the work 
is the. exhaustive index, and the system of cross references in the 
text, which enables the user to find with ease passages which bear 
upon the subject of research. The Jear-Bvok contains an extra- 
ordinary quantity and variety of information, and that its value 
is appreciated by the engineering public ia testified by its vigorous 
growth and mature years. | 

Willing's Press Guide, 1920. London: James Willing, Ltd. 
2«.— This book continues to live up to its established reputation asa 
concise and comprehensive index to the Press of the United Kingdom. 

Jalf-Past | T'welre— Dinuer-Ilour Studies for the Odd Half 
Поне. By George W. Gough. London: Selle, Ltd. 18.— This ів 
a pamphlet consisting of 26 brief chapters, which are studies in 
simple economics. The author begins by asking: What ів 
Political Economy and he considers later, in simple and 
"interesting language and style, such subjects as the production of 
goods, the division of labour, capital—what it is and what it doeg— 


(metallurgy, 


industrial organisation, the wages of labour, wages in relation to 
output, the profits of {ће boss, competition and combination, 
exchange questions, the principles of taxation, &o. We commend 
the studies to the attention of our readers, to whatever class of 
society they belong. 

" Currency Reform and the Need for a Nickel Coinage on a 
Decimal Basis. Ву G. E. M. Johnson. Pp. 18. London: The 
Decimal Association.—“ The working man will never agree to the 
tenpenny shilling” ie the final word of the opponents of national 
progress in the shape of a reorganisation of our present involved 
currency. Major Johnson proves the tenpenny shilling " а myth 
by explaining the system advocated by the Decimal Association. 
The adoption of the “ pound-mil " scheme would mean that the 
present shilling would be actually worth 50 mils, or with a nickel 
coin of two mils face value (practically a halfpenny) the same 
value as at present. The prestige of the British sovereign, and ita 
concomitant advantages, would in no way be damaged by the 
adoption of the " pound-mil " system, and thus another contention 
of the decimal system's opponents is refuted. The author deals 
with historical facts concerning decimal coinage, and compares 
the various systems suggested and in use in other countries. He 
also gives a table of the proposed components of the system, which 
means the introduction of two nickel coins of five and ten mils 
face value. The present bronze coins would be retained (for a 
time, presumably), their value being slightly depreciated. 

“The Indicator Handbook." By Charles N. Pickworth, Wh. Sc. 
Pp. 134; figs. 156. London and Manchester: Emmott & Co. 
Price 78. 6d. net.—This is a reprint in which the former two 
volumes are combined. The work, which has become a classic, 
is too well known to need any comment. 

" Les Fiches Industrielles " is the name of a new publication 
giving abstracts of articles in technical journals of all kinds, 
classified in series so that the purchaser can choose the series most 
directly relating to his own business. The annual subscription for 
each series, outside France, is 34 fr., except in the cases of Series IV 
mechanics, electricity) and Series V (chemical 
industries), for which it is 46 fr. It is published at 51, Rue de 
l'Hotel-de-Ville, Lyons, France, by the Société d'Editions Commer- 
ciales et de Publicité Moderne. 

Post Office Electrical Engineers’ Journal.“ Vol. XIII. Part 1. 
April, 1920. London : The ELECTRICAL REVIEW. Ltd. Price 28. net. 

" Whittaker's Electrical Engineer's Pocket-Book. Edited by R. E. 
Neale, B.Sc. Fourth Edition. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons, 
Price 108. 6d. net. 

„The M. & C. Apprentices’ Magazine.“ Vol. IV. No. 13 (65 pp.). 
Price 3d. The present number, like its predecessors, is full of 
interesting matter, and includes articles on Darkest Russia, 
and Milan, as well as a record of the firm's social events. 

Notes on Gas and Oil Engine Accidents (32 pp.). Manchester: 
The National Boiler and General Insurance Co., Ltd. Price Is. 
net.— This publication deals minutely with auch causes of accidents 
as broken crankshafts, failure of connecting-rod bolts. &c., with 
suggestions for their prevention. 

Vickers News.“ No. 13, Vol. 2 (20 pp.). London: Vickers, 
Ltd. The present (April) issue possesses many interesting features, 
including a description of some large horizontal gas engines con- 
structed by the company, and notes by Dr. Chalmers Mitchell on 
the ill-fated flight from London to the Cape of Good Hope. 

" Continuous-Current Machines.“ Ву S. P. Smith. London: 
Benn Bros., Ltd, Price ба. net. ч 

The Use of Low-grade and Waste Fuels for Power Generation.“ 
By J. B. C. Kershaw. London: Constable & Co. Price 178. net. 

I. E. C. Rules for Electrical Machinery." Vol. І. London: The 


International Electrotechnical Commission. Price 28. 2d., post free. 


“The Engineering Foundation: A Progress Report to United 
Engineering Society " (32 pp.). New York: Engineering Societies’ 
Building.—4A report upon the foundation administering the joint 
interests of the four leading American engineering societies, the 
objects of which are set forth, including the assistance of national 
research. 


Australian Engineering Developments. — A Press 
dispatch from Melbourne, dated April 11th, states that four repre- 
rentatives of Vickers, Ltd., are inspecting the engineering works pf 
the Commonwealth with a view to estimating the possibilities of 
an extension of the firm to Australia. 


Social,— The staff of the Lea Recorder Co., Ltd., 
held their first annual dance and social at Smallman's Café, High 
Street, Manchester, on Saturday, 10th inst. The directors and 
other guests were invited, and a thoroughly enjoyable evening was 
spent, The programme included a dance and whist drive, the 
prizes for which were presented by Mrs. J. E. Lea. 


Board of Trade.—^ir Robert Horne, President of th 
Board of Trade, has constituted his private office at the Board as 
follows :—Principal Private Secretary, Mr. Cecil Litchfield ; Second 
Private Secretary, Mr. C. Patrick Duff ; Third Private Secretary, 
Mr. E. W. Reardon; Parliamentary Private Secretary (unpaid), 
Mr. F. C. Thomson, M.P. | 


Fuel Research.—The Secretary. of the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research announces that a licence has 
been issued by the Board of Trade to the Scottish Shale Oil 
Scientific and Industrial Research Association. The Association 
may be addressed through Mr. W. Fraser, C.B.E., Scottish Oils, Ltd., 
135, Buchanan Street, Glasgow. 


Copper and Lead Prices.—MkssRs. F. SMITH & Co. 
and MESSRS. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, April 14th :—No 
change in copper quotations. Messrs. James & Shakespeare report, 
April 14th :—English pig lead, £42 10s., a reduction of 10s, on last 
week's prices, | ` 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Australia.— TASMANIAN HYDRO-ELECTRIC ScHEME.— 
In order to meet the extensive commitments for power in March, 
1921, principally for supplying the Electrolytic Zino Co.'s big 
industrial enterprise at Risdon, work is in progress on every stage 
of the Government's scheme for increasing the power supply at the 
Great Lake, which is to be developed to acapacity of 70,000 H.P., at 
a total estimated cost of 2 2.500, O00. 

About 800 men are at work constructing a canal whereby to 
divert the River Ouse into the Great Lake, and arrangements are in 
train for installing a considerable amount of additional machinery. 
Preliminary work in connection with the raising of the dam wall 
at the Great Lake is well under way, but owing to the impossibility 
of getting cement, it seems unlikely that concreting can be started 
this season. The widening of the existing canal and the prepara- 
tions for the new pipe lines are under way. Good progress is being 
made with the preparations for the extension of the power station. 

Preliminary work in connection with the harnessing of Lake 
Rolleston, on the west coast of Tasmania, chiefly for supplying 
the Mt. Read-Rosebery Co. with power for the production of 50 
tons of zinc per day from the Read-Rosebery ores, is well advanced, 
and as soon as the power contract between the compeny and the 
Government has been ratified, active operations for the construction 
of the scheme сап be commenoed.— T; mes. 


Bolton.— BREAKDOWN OF PLANT.—Owing to а mishap 
at the Back-o'-th'-Bank works on April 7th, the second recent 
failure, 75 per cent. of the plant was put out of action. Several 
mills were compelled to close down temporarily in consequence, and 
the tramway services were curtailed. 

CoTTON MILLS.—Work has just commenced upon what is to be 
largest block of cotton spinning mills in the world. The works 
will be driven throughout by electrical power from the Corpora- 
tion power station. 


Bridlington. —PRICE INcREASE.—The Town Council has 
decided to increase the charge for electricity for power by 83 per 
cent.; this brings the minimum charge to 2d. per unit. Cables are 
to be extended to supply works and other premises at a cost of 
£1,300. 


Bristol,—OPPosrriroN WITHDRAWN. — The opposition 
threatened by Bath City Council to the Corporation Electricity Bill. 
over the supply of Newton St. Loe, has been withdrawn as the 
result of the latest negotiations.— Western Daily Press. 


Canada.— ELECTRICITY SHoRTAGE.—Commenting upon 
the recent decision of the Toronto and Niagara Power Co. to 
increase its charges for electricity by amounts varying in value 
to 40 per cent., the Electrical News, of Toronto, states that the 
policy of the Hydro-Electric Power Commission was to keep prices 
as low as possible in order to attract customers. This policy has 
created a demand which the Commission cannot at present meet. 
Competing organisations are, therefore, able to raise their charges, 
which is detrimental to the general industrial condition. 


Canterbury.—CaBLe ExTENSION.— The Town Council 
has applied for a loan of £2,500 for a new feeder cable. 


Coxhoe.—STREET LIGHTING.—Messrs. Bell Bros., Ltd., 
colliery proprietors, have submitted their terms for supplying 
electricity for public lighting. The draft agreement stipulates 
that for a term of seven years the company will maintain Б0-С.Р. 
lamps at an annual charge of £5 each, and 32-c.P. lamps for 
£4 10s., from September lst to April 30th each year. All 
installations will be carried out by the company. 


Dartford.— SLIDING ScaLe.—The Urban District Council 
has decided to increase the charge for power by '05d. per unit in 


respect of every ls. per ton advance in the cost of fuel above 36s. 
per ton, from May Ist next. 


Derby.—ELrcrRicITY ScHEME.—It was announced at a 
recent meeting of the Town Council, that the scheme for the supply 
of electricity in the East Midlands has been revised. The Derby 
station, which since its inception had' repaid £200,000 of the 
money spent upon it, was to be retained. The expenditure upon the 
new scheme would be distributed, as follows :—Derby, £120,000; 
н; £130,000; and Leicester and Nottingham, £600,000 
each. 


Electricity Supply Act.—AMENDMENTS.—On April 13th 
Sir Eric Geddes presented a Bill for the amendment of the Elec- 
tricity (Supply) Act, 1919, to the House of Commons. 


Ellesmere Port.—ExTENSIoN oF TIME-LIMuIT.— The 
Ministry of Transport has granted the Urban District Council an 
extension of time until the end of the year for carrying out the 
Electric Lighting Order of 1913, with an intimation that unless 
some definite steps have been taken before that date to establish an 
effective distribution system, any further extension may not be 
favourably considered. The Council is advised to consider a bulk 
supply, as the provision of a generating station will not be allowed. 
The Council has adopted this course, and ia taking steps in the 
matter. 


Hove.—ELEcTRICITY SVPPLT.— The terms upon which 
the Brighton Corporation will give & bulk supply are considered 
excessive, and further representations are to be made to the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners upon the question of additional plant. The 
Commissioners have intimated that the Town Council will have to 


prove that the installation of new plant at the works will.be more 
economical than a bulk supply. The estimated cost of the necessary 
plant and works for the supply is £18,000. 


Larne (Co. Antrim).—PowzR Sration.—The Council . 
has passed the plans for the erection of a generating station sub- 
mitted by the Electric Power and Lighting Co. Larne is the point 
of departure of the Stranraer-London mail. 


Leeds.— BREAKDOWN.—Through a short circuit at one of 
the sub-stations of the Corporation electricity department, several 
works in the district were deprived of power for over an hour. 
The tram ways having an independent supply were not affected. 


Macroom (Co. Cork).— STOPPAGE or Works.—It has 
been found impossible to keep the electricity works running, owing 
to inadequate coal supplies, and the town is therefore without 
electric light. 


Manchester.— RATE Arp.—The Electricity Committee 
reports that, having regard to its commitments under the scheme 
for the provision of a new generating station at Barton, it is of 
opinion that there should be no rate aid" contribution from the 
Electricity Department until that scheme becomes revenue earning. 


Paisley.—ExT&N8IONS.—The Blackhall electricity works 
is being extended, and a new sub-station to supply industrial works 
and tramways is to be erected at West Croft. 


Rochdaie.—IncrEASED BuLK SuPPLY.—O wing to in- 
creasing demands for electricity, the Corporation is considering the 
advisability of taking a further bulk supply from the Lancashire 
Electric Power Co. 


Rotherham.—LiNkiNG-UP ScHEME.—The Town Clerk 
submitted letters received from the electrical adviser to the Ministry 
of Munitions with regard to the proposed linking-up agreement for 
the supply of electrical energy from the Rotherham and Sheffield 
power stations, and stated that Sheffield had intimated to the 
Ministry of Munitions that power would be required from Rother- 
ham as soon as the works for linking-up could be completed, and had 
inquired whether the Treasury would contribute one-third of the 
cost of the necessary works. The Town Clerk stated that he had 
been notified by the electrical adviser to the Ministry of Munitions 
that if Rotherham would waive any possible claims it might 
have against the Ministry under existing agreements, the applica- 
tion made by the Sheffield Corporation would again be submitted 
to the Treasury. The Town Clerk reported that he had intimated in 
reply that hedid not consider the Rotherham Corporation would be 
prepared to waive any of its claims under existing agreements. 


St. Helens.—ExTENSIONS.— The Electricity Committee 
has decided to grant several applications for power, and, to meet 
increased demands, to install an additional E.H.T. cable to the 
Burtonhead Road sub-statien, and to provide a switchgear cubicle 
and controller panel for the power station, at an estimated cost 
of £5,430; also an additional E.H.T. feeder to the Sherdley Road 
sub-station, at a cost of £3,180; one additional E.H.T. feeder to 
Sutton Road sub-station, at & cost of £1,430, and additional trans- 
formers and switchgear at Viotors, Ltd., sub-station, at £3,265. 

On the recommendation of the electrical engineer, in view of the 
increased load in the Pocket Nook area, the Committee has also 
resolved to erect a new rotary sub-station near the L. & N.W. 
Railway Station, at a cost of £12,000. 


Southampton. SrRIKE.— In consequence of the decision 
of the recently-promoted superintendent to resign his membership 
of the E.T.U. and join the E.P.E.A., the employés at the electricity 
works ceased work on April 13th. The shipyards and many 
factories had to be closed, and the tramway services were suspended. 
The chief engineer and a smal! voluntary staff maintained a supply 
sufficient for street and hospital lighting. 


Uiverston,— ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—The District Council 
has passed a resolution advocating the institution of an adequate 
supply of electricity for the Farness and South Cumberland area, 
extending from the River Usk, in Camberland, to the whole of the 
area of Ulverston. It was stated that the project was necessary 
for the future development and general welfare of the district, 


United States. — INADEQUATE WATER Power.—The 
Journal of Electricity states that, as a result of the exceptionally 
dry winter, many power companies in California have had to fall 
back upon their auxiliary steam plant to keep up their normal 
output. Under the usual conditions. only a quarter of the electrical 
power is produced by this means, but now the steam plants are 
providing half the total energy generated. 


Walthamstow.— BULK SuPPLy. — The Council! has 
arranged to give a bulk supply of electricity to the Leyton Oouncil. 


Watford.—EXTENSIONS.—The Urban District Council 
has received authority from the Electricity Commissioners to 
proceed with the expenditure of £18,420 upon extensions. 


Worcester.—RaTE RELIEF.—It is announced that the 
Electricity Committee is contributing £1,800, profit from the elec- 
tricity undertaking, towards the local rates, 


York.— PROPOSED EXTENSIONS.—The Council is con- 
sidering extensions to the generating plant at the Foes Islands 
power station, These are expected to cost £55,800, and buildings 
& 13,000. 
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TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY. NOTES. 


Bradford.— Concession To EMPLOYEs.— The City Council 
has decided to give its tramway employés an immediate increase of 
les. per week. 


Burnley.—SunDay WORKNG.— As the position of the 
Corporation with regard to coal supplies has improved, it has been 
decided to resume the running of tramcars on Sundays. 


Continental.—BELGIUM.— The Times correspondent at 
Brussels announces that the terms under which the tramway strike 
was settled were a minimum wage of 12 fr. 5 о., as from March 
llth, to be increased to 13 fr. 50 с. as soon as resulta permit. Fares 
are to be raised another 5 centimes as from April 15th. 

GERMANY.—Addressing the shareholders at the recent meeting 
of the Berlin Elevated and Underground Railway Co., the chair- 
man stated that as compared with the pre-war period, wages were 
seven times greater, coal 17 times more, and rails 22 times higher, 
&c. The fares which came into operation on April Ist were four 


times higher on the average, and it was impossible to foresee when 


the upward movement in wages and materials and the consequent 
advance in passenger fares would come to an end. А new labour 
agitation for further increases in wages had just been started by 
the Berlin transport workmen, whilst materials could only be 
obtained after a long delay and at still increasing prices. After a 
period of transition, the passengers, as a rule, had accommodated 
themselves to the higher fares, and & heavy decline in the traffic 
had not taken place, but а time would arrive when the growth in 
fares would exceed the paying capacity of a large number of the 
passengers, 

Huddersfield.—STRIKE LosskS.— The loss of revenue due 
to the strike of tramway employés is estimated at £4,000. No 
settlement has at present been arrived at. 


Liverpool.—ANNUAL REPORT.— The annual report for 
the year 1919 records the purchase of the Prescot Light Railway 
and several improvements. The total revenue for the year was 
31, 207,228, and working costs (including rental of leased lines) 
£1,029,443, leaving a gross profit of £177,785. This was appor- 
tioned as follows :—Interest, £49,974; sinking fund and repay- 
ment of loans, £52,326 ; and to reserve, renewal and depreciation 
account, £75,485. The total number of passengers carried was 
208 251,496, an incresse of 13,168,887 upon the previous year, and 
the average earnings per car-mile increased from 18'91d. to 21'46d., 
although the net profit fell from £169,322 to £75,485. 


London.— FARE Concessions.—As from April 19th, 
passengers on the London County Council tramways who are not 
obliged to travel during those hours when the cars are crowded, 
will enjoy the benefit of cheaper fares. Beyond the 1d. stages, 
another Id. is all that will be charged for the remainder of a 
journey of any distance on any one car, provided that passengers 
travel between the hours of 10.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. on cars 
arriving at central termini, and leaving central termini between 
10 a.m. and 4 pm. This will apply at present only to the tram- 
ways south of the Thames. Ordinary fares must be paid on 
Saturdays, Sundays, Good Friday, Christmas Day, Bank holidays, 
and all proclaimed national holidays.— The Times. 

INCREASED WAGEs.—The employés on the uaderground rail - 
ways have accepted the terms offered under the natioual railway 
settlement. The advances per week are as follows :—Conductors, 
7s. 6d. ; liftmen, 78. ; gatemen, 5s. 6d.; porters and signalmen, 5s. 

TRAFFIC DELAY.—O wing to a tramoar leaving the rails at 
Burdett Road, E., on Wednesday last week, traffic on both up and 
. down lines was blocked for some time. 

EASTER TRAFFIC.—It is reported that during the Easter 
holidays the " Underground " combine of London—train, tramcar, 
and omnibus systems—carried a total of ! 4,500,000 passengers. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. — RATE RELIEF.— Although the 
chairman of the Tramways Committee states that the undertaking 
is running at a loss, the City Council has passed a resolution to 
take £14,000 for the relief of rates. Labour members opposed this 
item, as they considered that the travelling public would be called 
upon to make good any deficit in the working of the system. 

EXTENSIONS.—At a meeting of the Tramways Committee, on the 
9th inst., it was reported that an agreement had been arrived at 
with the Gosforth Park Co. to run a line of tramcars through the 
park. It was decided to seek Parliamentary powers to carry out 
the extensions at an early date. 


Sonth Shlelds.—FARE INCREASE.—Following upon the 
increased wages to tramwaymen, the Council proposes to increase 
the universal 14. fare by 50 per cent. and the fares for children 
from id. to Id., to take effect from April 12th. The manager, in 
his report on the financial situation, saya that even with the 
increases the tramway fares in South Shields will still be the 
cheapest in the country. With regard to workmen's fares, no 
action is being taken, these having been increased a few months 
azo. 

Spen Valley (Yorks.)—F are INoREASE.— The tramway 
fares are to be increased in accordance with the findings of the 
Light Railway Commissioners, who sat at Dewsbury on Jan. 28th. 
The increase will be a halfpenny on fares above 14d. 


St. Helens.—Loan.—The Corporation has decided to 
apply for sanction to borrow £2,750 for pit extensions and fencing 
at the tramway depot, and the purchase of a tower wagon. 

FARE INCREASE.—The Corporation is applying for authority to 
increase the fares for the labouring classes by 50 per cent. on the 
present statutory charges. 


United States. — RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION. — The 
recent electrification of the coast division of the Chicago, Milwaukee, 
and St. Paul Railroad completes a total of 647'4 miles of elec- 
trically-operated lines on this system. The newly-electrified 
section from Othello, in Central Washington, to Renton Junction, 
on the Puget Sound end, was opened on March 5th last. The 
locomotives used are equal to 2'7 steam passenger locomotives of 
the latest type, and will pull a passenger train of 12 coaches up 
the heaviest grade on the system at a speed of 25 miles per hour. 
All the current used in operation is generated from water power, 
delivered at 100,000 volts and stepped down to 3,000 volts D. C. for 
use on the locomotive motors. The first electrification of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul lines (the Rocky Mountain 
division of 226 miles) was completed and put into operation in 
December, 1915. When the unelectrified gap between Othello and 
Avery is closed, there will be a complete electrification extending 
for over 860 miles.—Journal of Electricity. 


Wakefieid.— REPORT on AccIDENT.—On January 29th 
last an accident caused the death of a goods guard at the Kirkgate 
Station. It appears that a fellow employé entangled his feet in a 
fallen telegraph wire in contact with trolley wires upon the route 
of the Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramway Co.'s system, 
and the deceased, going to his colleague’s assistance, received a 
fatal electrical shock. In his report to the Ministry of Transport, 
Major G. L. Hall, B.E., states that the accident was due to the 
lack of guard wiring to protect the trolley wires, and reports that 
since March, 1919, no less than 16 miles of single guard wire has 
been missing. The company asserts that conditions arising out of 
the war made it impossible to renew the wiring, but the report 
states that nearly a year has elapsed since the delivery of the neces- 
sary material, and that better precautions might have been taken 
by the company. A list of localities on the tramway system where 
there is a deficiency of guard wiring is being prepared by the 
G.P.O. authorities, which will be handed to the company, in order 
that the latter may furnish a report to the Ministry of Transport 
showing the full extent of the deficiencies and the date by which 
these will be remedied. 

Wigan.—New Cars.—Sanction to borrow £26,000 for 
the purchase of 12 new double-decked, broad-gauge tramcars is 
being sought by the Town Council. These additions are necessi- 
tated by the great increase in the number of passengers carried on 
the system. 

Wolverhampton.—LoRAIN System.—At the meeting of 
the Town Council, on Monday last, Alderman Craddock, chairman 
of the Tramways Committee, referring to the Lorain surface contact 
system, stated that the Corporation had now had 18 years' work on 
it. But for the war, the whole of the reserve fund would have 
been spent in renewals, The life of the system was only given as 
about 16 years. It was an open secret that the attention of the 
Ministry of Transport had been called to the system in Wolver- 
hampton, and that it had been intimated to him that it stopped 
intercommunication. There was no doubt that the Ministry of 
Transport would at an early date send down to see what was the 
condition of Wolverhampton, and what was stopping intercommuni- 
cation. 

Wrexham.—PowkR SuPPLY.—'The Town Council has 
agreed with the Tramway Co. for the latter to pay as from 
January lst last a minimum sum of £1,693 for energy up to 
150,000 units in any year, subject to revision in April, 1921, 
when the present agreement, stipulating for the minimum charge 
of £1,016, expires. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australia.—WIRELEss TELEGRAPHY.—The 16th annual 
meeting of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of the Common- 
wealth of Australia was held in Sydney on March 15th, when the 
following resolutions were submitted :—‘ That the Commonwealth 
Government remove the restrictions on the development and appli- 
cation of wireless communication in Australia, and permits private 
individuals or companies to operate stations for commercial pur- 
poses and for their own private use, subject to any reasonable 
regulations which might be necessary to protect all users against 
unnecessary interference.” 

That the Commonwealth Government be asked to do the utmost 
to have the present Pacific cable duplicated at the earliest possible 
moment, and also that it arrange for wireless communication with 
both the United States and Canada.” 


Belgium.—The postal and telegraph services are gradually 
being restored. According to the Echo de la Bourse quoted by the 
Economic Review, there were in 1914, 44,564 km. of telegraph 
wires in use; in 1919, only 24,397 km. A tremendous amount 
of damage had been done by the Germans to the telegraph system. 
The present scarcity of copper wire adds to the difficulty of restor- 
ing the service to normal conditions. In 1914, 2,694 offices were 
in operation ; in 1919 there were 2,295. The number of telegrams 
sent in 1914 was 4,407,906, as against 4,066,882 in 1913. The 
number of telephone subscribers before the war amounted to 54,691, 
as against 1,844 in January, 1919, and 30,383 in December, 1919. 
Almost all the pre-war post offices have been re-established. 

Canada.— The annual report for 1919 of the Bell Tele- 
phone Co., of Canada, shows that during the year 4,835 miles of 
wire line were added to the company's plant. The long-distance 
lines of the company now amount to 9,514 miles of pole lines, and 
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7,047 miles of wire in underground and submarine cables. The 
number of company stations in service on December d18t, 1919, was 
337,476, an increase of 34,271 for the year. In addition there were 
106,231 connecting and miscellaneous atationg. The total miles of 
wire was 964,098 ; the number of ventral offices operated, 421, and 
the number of employca, 11,443. The number of subscriber 
stations was 337,176. In underground plant the company has 608 
miles of conduit, 2,309 miles of. single duct, 1,059 miles of cable, 
and 588,000 miles of wire. Since the year 1886, the company has 
ay regularly a dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum.— 
T. & T. Age. 


Mexico.—In 1918 the national telephone and telegraph 
system was extended by 83,229 km. There were 528 telegraph 
Offices, 12 telephone offices, and 21 wireless telegraph stations in 
"existence. Receipts for the 5,591,453 messages transmitted were 
4,195,845 Mexican pesos. 


Public Telephone Cali Boxes.—It is estimated that 
there are 3,576 public telephone call boxes in London. When the 
call fee was increased from 2d. to 3d. during the early part of the 
war period, the use of public call boxes decreased by about 50 per 
cent. Since the Armistice, however, the use has steadily grown 
unti to-day it exceeds previous records. The number of call boxes 
is to be increased, and also the number of attendants, who will 
largely replace the penny-in-the-slot system. It is intended to 
keep call boxes open to 11 p.m. 


South America.—Doring the first week in March : some 
of the submarine cables along the west coast of South America 
were interrupted, due to earthquakes. Cables between Iquique and 
the Peruvian border were interrupted for a short time, but the 
delay to traffic was not serious.—7. and 7. Age. 


Telegraph Convention.—There are 49 countries repre- 
sented in the list of adherents to the Telegraph Convention. Of 
telegraph companies, there are 18 which adhere, 15 which. though 
not official adherents, conform generally to the Regulations, and 
correspond regularly with the Bureau, and five companies which 
generally only correspond with the Bureau through companies in 
the .other groups. The 49 countries represent an area of 
73.261,282 sq. miles, and a population of 1,114,866 650. 


Wireless Speech to Rome,—Verbal messages of 
greeting, demonstrating the possibility of long-distance wireless 
telephony. were transmitted to the principal Italian newspapers on 
April 9th from England by several Italian journalists resident in 
London. The Marconi Co.'s long-distance apparatus at Chelmsford 
was employed for this purpose, and the several messages were 
received at Centocelle, about 4 miles from Rome, by editorial repre- 
sentatives of the interested papers. 

Immediately following the demonstration, a reply was received 
by wireless telegraph. 


CONTRACTS -OPEN AND CLOSED. 
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OPEN. 


Auckland - (N.2.). „еы шег Ist. Harbour Board. 
For the supply of electric capetans and spares. Messrs. W. & A. 
McArthur, Ltd., 18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London, Е.С, 2. 


Australia, — PERTH. — May 8rd. Postmaster-(ieneral’s 
Department. Insulators, bolts, brackets, &. Schedule 673. 
(April 2nd.) 

May 14th. Government of Western Australia. One 7,500-K w. 
turbo-alternator and condensing plant. (April 9th.) 


Belginm.—May 1st. Belgian Post and Telegraph 
authorities at La Salle Madeleine, Brussels.—325 milli-ampere- 
meters, {00 Morse wheels, 500 Morse receivers, and a quantity of 
miscellaneous telegraph apparatus. Particulars (Cahier des Charges 
Special No. 521) from the above address. 

June 29th. Municipal Authorities of Antwerp. Two electric 
cranes of respectively 30 and 10-tons capacity, for one of the dry 
docks at the Port. Particulars, 4 fr., from the Hotel de Ville, 
Antwerp. 

May 28th. Municipal Authorities of Antwerp. Electrical equip- 
ment of three transformer cabins at the docks. Particulars, for 
2 fr., from the Hotel de Ville, Antwerp. 


Canterbury.—April 19th. Electricity Department. One 
1,000-кж. three-phase turbo-alternator, surface condensing plant, 
two rotary converters, superheater, kc. (March 26th.) 


Cardiff.— April 29th. Corporation. One 5,000-Kw. 
turbo-alternator and condensing plant. (April 9th.) 

Carlisle, — April 27th. Electricity Department. One 
1,00C-KWw. converter, switchgear for converter, E.H.T. feeder switch- 
gear. (See this issue.) 

Darlington.— April 19th. 
water-tube boiler. (April 2nd.) 

Dartford.—April 26th. Urban District Council. One 
water-tube boiler and mechanical stoker ; bus-bars. (See this issue.) 

Dublin.—April 24th. Electricity Supply Committee. 
Seven truck-type switch cubicles for use on a гг -phase 50-period 
5,000 v. system. (See this issue.) 


Electricity Department. Опе 


Ebbw Valé.—April 19th. Urban District Council. 
One 5-10-H.P. single-pulley endless rope electric haulage gear. 
Mr. Thos. Hughes, Clerk, Council Offives. 

Edinburgh.— April 26th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. E.H.T. paper-insulated lead-covered cables, (April 2nd.) 

Leigh.—Lanca. Electricity Department. One 2,500-Kw. 


turbo-alternator; E.H.T. & L. r. switchgear; one 500-KW. rotary 
converter. (See this issue.) 
Elec- 


Portsmonth.—April 26th. Board of Guardians. 
trical installation at the Children's Home, Milton, (See this issue.) 
Spain.—The municipal authorities of Almaden have 
lately invited tenders for the concession for the electric lighting 

of the town during a period of 10 years. 
: Snnderland.—April 28th. Electricity Department. Water- 


tube boilers, superheaters, stokers, economisers and chimneys; one 
1,000-kw. rotary converter. Specifications, &c. (£1 each), from 


. "General Mamager, Hlectricity Works, Dunning Street. 


Tasmanja,—AUNCESToN.—June 7th. City Council. 
One 1,000-K.v.A. hydro turbo-alternator, with switchgear, City 
Electrical Engineer, Town Hall, Launceston. 


Uruguay.—August 7th. Department of Posts, Telegraphs 
and Telephones. Construction of a national telephone system for 
the Department of Montevideo. Particulars from the Uruguayan 
L2gation in London, 3, Elvaston Place, South Kensington, 8. W. 


Whitby.— Electricity Department. Replacing economiser, 


boiler feed pump, pipework ; converting of old dry duct into 
cooling pond, (See this issue.) | 


D CLOSED.. 
Bradford.— Electricity Committee: 


Cast-iron circulating piping for Allen’s pumps and condenser—Stanton 
Ironworks Co., Ltd. 
14-ton overhead runway system—Vanghan Crane Co., Ltd. 


Kettering.— Urban District Council. The following prices 


were quoted for a 6 concentric, paper-insulated, lead-covered feeder 
cable with feeder pillar :— 


Macintosh Cable Co. sa £4,810 No provisional sum included. 
Pirelli Cable Co. ae 8 
Glover & Co. a — 3,567 
cd Insulated $$ e 3.522 

ohnson & Phillipa ses ~. 8,518 ; . 
СаПепдег'н Cable . 8478» Plus £100 provisional sum. 
Union Cable Co. ae ba 8,461 
Western Electric .. ae 3,458 
Siemens Bros. - 3, 


The Cleckheaton Council offered a 55 concentric, paper-insulated, 
lead-covered, double-sheathed, steel-armoured cable at 26s. per 
yard. Subject to certain reservations, this price has been кесерге. 


Maldstone.— Town Council : — 
Cables for the supply to Snodland—Union Cable Co., £29,940 (subject to 
revision for fall in the prices of copper and lead). 


Manchester. Tramways Committee. Accepted :— 


Tramcar controllers—English Electric Co., Ltd. 


STORES FOR 12 MONTHS. 


Motor and controller parts, &c.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd.; 
English Electric Co., Ltd.; Metropolitan- Vickers Electric Co., Ltd 
Insulating material] ; siluminite, insulator--L. Andrew & Co.; Griftith 

Bros. & Co. 

Grids for resistances—Electro-Mechanical Brake Co., Ltd. ; Н. Wallwork 
and Co, 

Armatures and fleld cores, &c.—Manchester Armature Repair Co., Ltd.; 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.; P. R. Jackson & Co., Ltd.; 
English Electric Co., Ltd. 

Phosphor bronze springs, &c.— British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd.; Tierney 
Wood & Co.; Kay & Co. 

Controller fingers, &c.— Forest City Electric Services Supply Co., Ltd. ; 
Dyer & Young; Fairless Engineering Supplies Co, 

Steel trolley poles—Brecknell Munro & Rogers, Ltd. 

Electric lainps—General Electric Co., Ltd.; Drake & Gorham, Ltd. 

Carbon brushes—General a Co., Ltd.; J. Eades. 

Overhead equipment material— ‚ Wiseman, Ltd. А ‘ 

Cables—W. 'T. Glover & Co. 

Copper cable, strip and wire—F. Smith & Co. 

Brass wire strip and sheet—C, Clifford & Son. 

Galv.-steel cable and wire F. Smith & Co. (Wire Manufactürers), Ltd. 

Bell wire -Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd, 

Thermit welding—Thermit, Ltd. 


Waterworks Committee. Accepted :— 
Electrically-driven centrifugal pump Holden & Brooke, Ltd. 
Hydro-elestric installation. Thirlmere :— 


Turbine dynamo, &c.—Gilbert Gilkes & Co., Ltd. 

Storage battery reversible booster, &c.—D. P. Battery Co., Ltd. 
Motors, starting panels, &c.—-Lancaster Dynamo and Motor Co., Ltd. 
Cables —Macintoeh Cable Co., Ltd. 


Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 


Two turntables for Stuart Street station—F. Theaker, Ltd. 

Three three-wire balancers for Dickinson Street station—-Bruce Peebles 
and Co., Ltd. 

One traction motor driven booster set, with regulating and starting 
switchgear, for Dickinson Street station--Lancashire Dynamo and 
Motor Co., Ltd. 

O ле 1.500-& w. motor converter, switchgear, and resistances for Dickinson 
Street— Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd. 

Two 600.-K. v. A. static transformers for sub-station— Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrical Co., Ltd. 

T wo 1,200 1,590-K w. motor converters, and four 1,500-Kw, motor converters 
for sub-stations— Bence Peebles & Co., Ltd. 

Two-ton electric lorry — Drake & Gorham, Ltd. 

15-cwt, eleetric van— Electromohile ceeds), Ltd. 

Cable- Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Tee and tail-end boxes Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd, 
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‘Blectri¢ally.opcrated wagon tippers for Barton—Bahcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 
Switchgear equipments—Park Royal Engineering oa Ltd; 

bic. switehgear extensions—Bertram Thomas. , : 

Fuse-· boxes Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. | 


In. connection with the Barton station, the following main 
contracts have been placed: | 
TWO ADD NON arbo Metropolita Vickers Electrical Co., 


Two sets of main condenging plants—Richardsons, Westg zarth & Co., Ltd. 
Two house service turbo-alternators—British Thomson-Houstón Co. 
Four complete boiler-house equipments— Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 

Coal and coke conveying plants W. J. Jenkins & Co., Ltd... 


Salford.—Tramways Committee. Accepted :— 


One set hydraulio car-lifting jacks, £865— Messrs. Youngs. 

Welding and retreading 1,000 joiuts on the tramway track (approx), £2,309 
—Rail Welding Co. 

Five single-deck omnibus chassis, £1,240 each—Leyland Motors, Ltd. 

Five single-deck omnibus bodies, £570 each— English Elec ‘tric Co., Ltd. 

Drycells— Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd: 

то, Q. ed Fonn B.3, trancar оре. £199—E Ей Е ectric 

O., 

Metal-fllament lamps, £218—Drake & Gorham, Ltd. 

Armature and field coils, €275— Barratt & Thornton. 

12 Westinghouse шов (second-hand), eh Punipinent and Engineer- 
ing Co, Lid. Pr 

Electricity Committee. _ Accep! ed : E 

Five sets-of stokere, $1,975 — E. Bennis & Co; Ltd. 

Ope 1,000-ку. rotary converter, £5,360; к.н.т. switchgear, at Pendleton, 
42,525; cubicle for the potential transformer, £87; air cooler in 
connection with the 5,000-&w. turbo-alternator set, £1,545 Me.ro- 
politan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 

300 R. v. A. transformer—Ferranti, Ltd. | 

Rotary screening plant, £740C—Ledward & Beckett, Ltd. 

Motor-driven pumping set, £1,3:8 --Mather & Platt, Ltd. 

Steam ejector and extraction pump £786 ; one 500-K M. rotary converter, 
£3,170—Metropolitan- Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 

Two Weir Ro Feed ' pumps and actessories, £1,149—G. & J. 
Weir, Ltd. i к 

F. u. r. ewitch: са, £330—Metropolitan- v ickers Electric al Co., Ltd. 


Sunderland. — Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 


Servi ice, S H "m ‘and L. T. cable B. I. & H. Cables, Lid. 

Two 250. Kk. v. A. transformers Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Lt d. 
Cappiog and cable troughing-—J. Thompson & Co. 
Swjtchgear--Fergusqp, Pailin & Co., Ltd.. 


Watford. Urban District Council : — 


Laying electric light fittings to 10 houses. , Fight points per house.—J. N. 
С Connare, £318, -. -- ZEE 


Wolverhainptón,— Team Committee. ‘Recommended. 


Three 33-ton Orwell electric vebicles—Ransomes, Sims & Jeffries, Ltd., 
at £1,538 each. | | 


York,—Eleciricity Committee :— ›_ 

Hydro- electric power works at Linton Locke—The English Electric Mann - 
facturing Co., £53,057. (This is a revised tender showing a reduction 
of £11,628, owing to three turbinés being inclu ied instead of four.) 

Cables for "Linton Lock—Callender's. Cable-Uo., 40, 446. 

Turbo-alternator and condenser for electricity works, Foss Island— 
Oerlikon Co., £27,692. 


. FORTHCOMING’ EVENTS. 
` Technical Inspection Association. — Friday, April 16th. 


зсіа 
Society of Arts, Johu Street, Adelphi, W. C. At 7.30 pim. 
Labour Unrest—its Causes and its Cure," by Mr. F. R. Wade, 


Birmingham and District Electric Club. — Saturday, April.17:th. At the 
н Grand Hotel, el Birmingham; At 7 p.m. . Paper on Electric Heating und 


At the Ro al 
Paper on 


Cooking,“ by Mr. F. F. D. Davidson. 
Royal tation 8 Gr Britain.—Saturday, April 17th. At Albemarle 
Street, W. ture on The Thermionio Vacuum Tube as 


Detector, Арине pet Generator of Electrical Oscillations," by Prof. 
W, H. Eccles. . , | 

Tuesday, April 20th. At 8 p.m. Lecture on Recent Advances in 
X-Ray Work," by Major G. W. C. Kaye. 


oyal Socie f Arts.—Monday, April 19th. At John Street Adelphi Mer 
к о Cantor lecture “Aluminium and its Alloys,’ " by „W. 
RS ain, F.R.8. (Lecture II.) 


Institution of e e — Tuesday, April 20th. At Great George 
Street, S. W. 5.30 p.m “James Forrest " Lecture on *' Coal Con- 
servation ia ТЕ ‘United Kingdom," by Sir Dugald Clerk, F.R.8. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.— Monday, April 19th. Informal meeting. 
At the Institute of Patent Agents. At 7 p.m. Discussion on Group versus 
Individual Driving,’’ to be opened by Mr. G. H. Ayres. 


s (Liverpool Sub-Centre.) — Monday, April 19th. At the Liverpool 
University. At 7.80 p.m. Eleventh Kelvin lecture on Modern Marine 


Problems,“ by Dr. C. V. Drysdale. 


(North - Eastern Ceutre.) Monday, April 19th. At the Armstrong 
College, Newcastle-on-Tyne. At 7.15 p.m. Lecture оп “Е lectricity in the 
Western War Zone, ' by Major T. Rich. Annual general meeting. 

Friday, April rd. At 7.15 p.m. Eleventh Kelvin lecture on Modern 
Marine Problems," by Dr. C. V. Drysdale. . 


' (North-Midland Centre.) Tuesday, April 20th. At the Hotel Metro- 
pole, Leeds. At 7 p.m. Paper on The Protection of Alternating-ourrent 
Distribution Systems without the use of Special Conductors, by Major 
K. Edgcumbe. 


(North-Western Centre.) — Tuesday, April 20th. At 7 p.m. At the 
Manchester College of Technology. Eleventh Kelvin lecture on Modern 
Marine Problems," by Dr. C. V. Drysdale. 

(South-Midland Centre.)— Wednesday, April 21st. At the University, 
Birmingham. At 7 p.m. Eleventh Kelvin lecture on Modern Marine 
, Problems," by Dr. C. V. Drysdale. 

illuminating Engineering Soclety.— Tuesday, April 20th. 
Society of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, W.C. At 8 p.m. 
* The Lighting of Churches,” to be opened by Mr. J. Darch. 


Indüstrial League and Connell. —Wednesday, April 21st. At the Caxton 
1, Westminster, 8.W. At 7.30 p.m. Lecture оп “ A National Scheme 
и ront Sharing,“ by Mr. H. W. Jordan. 


Edinburgh Electrical Society.— Wednesday, April 21st. At the Philosophical 
. Institution. At 7.30 pan. Paper on The Telephone,“ by Mr. J. McBrown, 


Institution ot MARTIN. Engineers.— Friday, April 23rd. At the Institu- 
tion, Storey's Crate At 6 p.m. Geaeral meeting. 


At the Royal 
Discussion on 


in commission. 


NOTES. ERE t s 


-'Income-Tax,—A movement is on foot to secure for 
acientifio ‘workers abatements in res of their professional 
expenses. The General Secretary of the British" Association of 
Chemists, Bedford House, York Place, London, W., would be glad 
to receive communications from those conoerned, 


Prize Competition.—A prize competition, instituted. by 


the Società Generale Italiana-Edison di Elettricita, for an’ electric 


kitchen, due for decision at the end of February, has been postponed 
till the end of September. The reason for the postponement is the 
increase of the award caused by the offer of 20,000 lire by the 
Compania Italo-Argentina de Electricidad towards the prize, making 
the total 60,000 lire. Persons desirous of further information 
should write Direzione della Bocieta - Edison, in Milan, Via В. 
Radegonda 10. 


Electrical Artificers.— It is announced that acting 
electrical artificers dtafted to sea prior to the completion of their 
course owing to sudden drafting requirements may be confirmed 
in their rating at the end of 12 months’ service, notwithstanding 
that they have not completed their course іп a torpedo school, 
provided they obtain from the lieutenant (T.) of their ship the 
necessary certificate. As occasion offers, however, these men will 
be required to complete their torpedo school course. 


Inquiry.—A correspondent who bas vater power plant 


available day and night invites suggestions for its utilisation, not 
involving much cartage of material. 


. The Army Electric Lighting School.—According to the 
Army Estimates for 1920-21, the School of Electric Lighting will 
cost the sum of £3,845 in the coming year, as against £18,959 last 
year. The school, which will accommodate 20 officers and 300 


other ranks, will be staffed by one commandant instructor at 


£1,000 per annum, two instructors at £1,315, two assistant 


` instructors £1,130, and the cost of the military and civilian 


subordinate staffs wil be £400. The above figures, howevef, are 
not inclusive of travelling, accommodation, stationery, апа. mjs- 
cellaneous expenses, which last year amounted to £7,050. 

The estimate for the Anti-Aircraft Searchlight and Sound 
Locator School is put at £1,785, exclusive of travelling, accommo- 
dation, stationery, and miscellaneous expenses, and the coat of 


| military and civilian subordinate staff. Last year this school coat 


the British taxpayer £19,200. 


West African Wireless Station.— The station at Bathurst, 
West Africa, is to be provided with additional house accommoda- 
tion for the staff maintained there at the cost of the Admiralty. 


This year about £8,400 will be spent out of £15, 800 required to 


complete the scheme. 


A Strike at Nuncorn.— Our Liverpool correspondent 
writes :—" Owing to the strike at Runcorn, the Mersey Power Co., 
which supplies electricity to all the large chemical works and 
factories in the neighbourhood, has had to cut down its output 
to the limits of the necessities of public utility services. . Works 
without their own generating plant were badly placed, and were 
compelled to stop hundreds of men. Other works carried on with 
the electrical generating plant they had on the premises, but, of 
couree, this was not sufficient to supply their full needs. The 
Helsby Cable Works were affected, and had their small generator 
Some of the local places of amusement had to 
modify their arrangements owing to inadequacy of supplies. The 


ten minutes’ service of the Runcorn transporter bridge had to be 


modified to a half-hourly. service, At the time of writing the 


situation shows signs of improvement, and arrangements have 


been made by means of which the Mersey Power Co. will obtain coal 
on barges from Winsford, along the River Weaver, to the generating 
station at Runcorn, a journey of 15 miles. These supplies, if 


. continued, will enable the company to supply the present reatricted 


service, provided no further complications ensue.’ 


Fatality — At an inquest held at Newoastle on ‘April ath, 


it was stated that on 3rd inst. John Robson, a tramcar motorman, 


was in charge of a car on the Gosforth route, when his head was 
struck by a standard while the car was travelling. A pedestrian, 
who gave evidence, said that when he saw the car approaching, he 


noticed the driver was lying over the right side of the car as 


though he had fainted. Asthecar wasgoing along, the man's head 
struck a tramway standard. Witness jumped on the car, knocked 
off the rear switch, and put on the hand brake, while the conductor 
rushed to the front of the car and applied the brake. There was 
no explanation of what had oocurred to the driver prior to his being 
struck by the standard. Death was consequent upon a fractured 
skull, and a verdict of “ Accidental Death” was returned. 


Appointments Vacaut.—Shift engineer (£220), for the 
Borough of Torquay Electricity Department ; instructor in wire- 
men's work, for the Leeds Technical School ; shift engineer 
(798. 6d.), for the City of Peterborough Electricity Department ; 
assistant mains engineer (£260), meter superintendent (£260), for 
the Walsall Corporation Electricity Department ; draughtsman, for 
the Rotherhsm Corporation Electricity Department; meter tester 
(408. + E P. E. A. awards), for the Salford Borough Council Elec- 
tricity Department ; shift engineers, junior shift engineers, switch- 
board attendants, and general assistanta, for the Southampton 
Corporation Electricity Department; mains assistant (458. + 
20 per cent. + £120), plumber jointer (district rate), switchboard 
improvers (408.), for the Radcliffe Urban District Council Electricity 
Works ; station engineer and fitter, for the Londonderry Electrio 
Supply Station. See our advertisement pages to-day. - 
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I. E. C. Rules for Electrical Machinery.—We have 
received from Mr. C. le Maistre, general secretary of the Inter - 
national Electrotechnical Commission, a copy of Vol. I of the 
I.E.C. Rules for Electrical Machinery, Publication 84, now issued. 
These rules apply to rotating machines of which the terminal 
preesure does not exceed 5,000 volts, or of which the rated output 
- does not exceed 750 K.v.A., or of which the stator cores do not 
exceed 50 cm. in length axially, and to all transformers which are 
not water-cooled. Copies can be had from the Secretary, 
28, Victoria Street, S. W. I, price 2s. 2d. post free. A discussion on 
the rules appears elsewhere in this issue. 

As we go to preas we have received an account of the meetings of 
the Advisory Committees of the I.E.C. held at Brussels, from March 
27th to 31st. In addition to the secretaries, about 35 delegates 
were present, and were welcomed on behalf of the Belgian Electro- 
technical Committee, by M. Omer de Bast, of the Institut Monte- 
flore, Visits were paid to the Yser battlefields, and the devastated 
areas, including Courtrai, Nieuport, Dixmude and Ypres. The 
meetings dealt with Rating Rules, Graphical Symbols, Nomen- 
clature and Standard Pressures; particulars will be published 
later. It is proposed to hold the next meeting of these Commit: ees 
in Paris, in November. 


Educational, —UNIVERSITY ОЕ LIVERPOOL.—In a recent 
appeal for funds to enable it to carry out its valuable work of 
advanced education, the University utilises à method of publicity 
that cannot fail to appeal to all classes. In a publication, bearing 
the title "A Move for National Efficiency," the soope of the 
University's schemes is amply set forth, and the necessity of such 
an important institution as a factor of national development and 
progress is brought home to the reader. The poeition held by 
Liverpool in British commerce is remarked upon, and every reader 
is assured that he or she is greatly concerned with, and partly 
dependent upon, the great National port. Enclosed with the 
pamphlet is a subscription form affording three different methods 
of providing the necessary financial aid, 


. MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY,—The Manchester Chamber of Com- 
meroe has been asked to appeal to the business men of the city for 
their aid in maintaining the high standard attained by the 
University. A big publicity campaign is being organised for the 
sale of University Bonds (which are irredeemable and bear no 
interest), and many of the students will offer these in the City's 
public places. Other features of the movement are short addresses 
at music halls and kinemas, and a pageant organised by the 
students, It is hoped by theee methods to raise £500,000. 


KIxd's COLLEGE, LONDON.— At a meeting of old studenta, on 
March 9th, it was decided to form an Old Students’ Section of the 
Engineering Society as a branch of the King's College Old 
Students' Association, Mr. C. H. Wordingham, C.B.E., was elected 
president, and Prof. Ernest Wilson and Brigadier-General H. 
Mowat vice-presidents. An inaugural luncheon will be held at 
the Holborn Restaurant, at 12.45 p.m., on May lst, at which the 
Committee’s plans and proposals will be fully explained and 
suggestions invited from those present. It is hoped that all 
former students of the engireering faculty will make a point of 
attending. Further particulars of the Association can be obtained 
from Мт. A. М. Gardiner, 2, The College, Epeom. 


Magnetic Field Submarine Detection.—A paper describing 
a series of interesting tests of the disturbance caused in a 
uniform alternating magnetic field by an incoming magnetic 
mass, in connection with the development of a device for the 
detection of enemy submarines, appears in the March issue, 
and will be concluded 1n the April issue, 1920, of the Journal of 
the American I. E. E. The principle of the device described, 
which appears to be the most promising so far proposed, 
will be understood from the following: An alternating mag- 
netic field is set up by an А.С. magnet having an open mag- 
netic circuit; a straight bar magnet so designed as to give 
as far-reaching and as strong a field as is practicable. In 
the field of this magnet, and as far away from it as is pos- 
sible, is located a detecting coil. The latter may be located 
with its plane parallel to the lines of force set up by the 
magnet, in which case it will theoretically have no voltage 
induced in it by the magnet itself; or it may be located with 
its plane not parallel to the lines of force, in which case the 
voltage induced in it by the alternating field set up by the 
magnet must be balanced out by another E.M.F. exactly 
opposite in phase and magnitude to the voltage induced in 
the detecting coil. 1f the conditions aimed at are realised, 
there will, in either of these cases, be no resultant E.M.F. 
in the circuit including the detecting coil, and no indication 
thereof in such means as may be employed for detecting an 
alternating E.M.F. in this circuit. If, now, a submarine comes 
into the field set up by the magnet, it will disturb the field 
existing around the detecting coil, with the result that there 
will be an alternating voltage produced in the detecting coil 
circuit which will indicate the presence of the submarine, 
and may also indicate its location. The principal conclusions 
come to from the results of the tests were: That detection 
tests in the laboratory with submarine models 10 ft. long 
are in agreement with the underlying theory, and тау be 
nsed as a basis for the design of larger equipment. Detection 
tests on steel hulls from shore equipment and from equip- 
ment installed on & wooden submarine chaser 10 ft. long, are 
in good accord with results predicted from a formula de- 
veloped in the laboratory tests. Bv sufficient increases in 
the size & the equipment it is possible, in quiet water, to 
detect a steel vessel 900 ft. long, at a distance of 500 ft.; the 


weight of the equipment required would be about 8,000 Ib. 
Distances of detection in the neighbourhood of 200 ft. were 
obtained in quiet water with equipment weighing 4,500 lb. 
installed in a wooden submarine chaser 110 ft. long. The 
reliability of the system of detection is immediately impaired 
by motion of the vessel, due to her engines, heavy sea, and 
changes of course, or speed. The results mentioned involve 
the use of amplifying valves for enlarging the signal. With- 
out the amplitier the distances of detection are very short, 
even when a large magnet or large detecting coil and an 
extremely sensitive detecting instrument are used. Dis- 
turbances in the detecting system fix the limit for increasing 
sensitivity; these disturbances are amplified, and appear in 
the detecting instrument as larger than the eignal sought. 


Water Power in British Guiana, — The publication of 
the preliminary report upon the water power resources of 
British Guiana by Mr. Stafford X. Comber, M. Ain. Soc. C. E., 
luarks the first step of the Government in this direction. Ihe 
surveys were carried out under most diflicult circumstances, 
not the least of which was the heaviest rainfall experienced 
for the forty years during which records have been kept. 
British Guiana is extremely rich in mineral deposits which 
have scarcely been touched, and the advent of electricity 
would open up immense sources of wealth. In the coastal 
area the cane sugar industry is threatened by an acute 
shortage of labour, and the advantages of applying elec- 
tricity to this and other industries in the more thickly popu- 
lated areas are incalculable. Mr. Comber, accompanied by 
a small party of Akawais Indians, proceeded 150 miles into 
the jungle, and made surveys at nuwerous points, chietly on 
the Kssequebo, Cuyuni, and Demarara rivers. The variation 
of the flow of these rivers at different seasons is, of course, 
very marked, and the engineer estimates that the volume 
per second of the Cuyuni varies from 29,000 to 93,000 cu. ft. ; 
of the Essequebo froin 68, 000 to 250,000 cu. ft., and that of 
the Demarara from 1,200 to 5,000 cu. ft. at the Great Falls, 
and from 1,700 to 6,500 cu. ft. at Mallali. The total drop 
of the part of the Cuyuni examined is about 73 ft. The total 
drop of the Essequebo between Moneri and Aretaka is es- 
timated to be 67 ft., and that of the Demerara, between 
Ororu Maralli and Little Mallali Rapid, is 78 ft. These heads 
could be economically increased by artificial works, which 
would at the same time regulate the flow and provide the 
necessary storage. In summing up the possibilities presented 
by these rivers, Mr. Comber calculates that, allowing a basis 
of 95 per cent. at the turbine shaft, the following amounts 
of horse-power are available: Cuyuni river 285,000, Essequebo 
475,000, and Demerara 38,000. The ultimate delivery of 
power within a two hundred mile radius, which, it is stated, 
is under-estimated if anything, would probably be 156,000 
H.P. from the Cuyuni, 273,000 H.P. from the Essequebo, and 
21,000 H.P. from the Demerara. In such a hasty report it 
is impossible to give reliable estimates of cost, but the expert 
says that, judging from experience, consumers on the coast 
should be able to receive power at from .75 to 3.75 cents 
per unit. In order to secure reasonably reliable estimates 
of the cost of the necessary plant, Mr. Comber recommends 
the further survey of seven specific sites, and the establish- 
ment of gauging stations at various points to enable & com- 
plete and accurate record of velocities, &c., to be compiled, 
remarking in conclusion that ''it is impossible to emphasise 
too strongly the advisability of at once commencing the re- 
cording of data concerning the flow of rivers having power 
possibilities." The plates accompanying the report are maps 
of the several districts under survey, and photographs of 
falls and rapids, which although generally taken under diffi- 
culties are extremely good. 


Electrical Development iu China.— Details of a scheme 
for promoting the eale of energy are given in a report by 
the U.S. Consul at Foochow. ‘The local lighting company 
purchased a number of rice-polishing machines and offered 
them for hire to the native rice mills. Special meters were 
installed, and energy was sold at Jess than the lighting 
rate. ‘The same company was recently planning to install 
an electric tramway system. Intending British supphers of 
material will have to face fairly firmly established competition, 
both from the United States and Japan. There is a local 
telephone company known as the Foochow Telephone Co., 
run by the same group as the Foochow Electric Light Co. 

There are four electric light plants in the Swatow district, 
the one at Chaochowfu having now commenced operation. 
The Swatow Kaiming Electric Light Co. had another profit- 
able year, and declared its usual dividend of 8 per cent. in 
addition to adding & good eum to its surplus. During the 
year the number of lights supplied rose from 15,000 to 19,900, 
due chiefly to installations in gambling houses. Four of the 
five dynamos are in use every night. The Hing-ning and 
Kaying plants have a capacity of between 9,000 and 3,000 
lamps, while that of the Chaochowfu plant is five thousand 
20-watt lamps. 

A number of American light plants have been sold in the 
district, most of which are being operated on a commercial 
basis at a charge of 3s. to 4s. per lamp. Their small cost 
especially appeals to the Chinese, with whom electric lighting 
has become very popular, and during the next few years 
considerable development along this line should occur. -: 
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Tarbo-alternator Short-circuit Tests.—A series of tests 
are described in the General Electric Review of March, 1920, 
that were made for the purpose of rounding off the data that 
have been compiled on the behaviour of alternators under 
short-circuit conditions. The characteristics of alternators 
with smooth core rotors were not so well known as those 
of definite pole machines. The tests, carried out on a 10,000- 
K. v. A. turbo-alternator, were carefully conducted under nume- 
rous conditions of short circuit, with various arrangements 
of reactors in circuit, and with no reactors in circuit. Special 
precautions were taken to eliminate errors, and meter read- 
ings were taken as a check on oscillograph records. While 
there are not yet enough data at hand to decide finally the 
various points brought out in the tests, yet the following 
conclusions are apparently well established. (I) Within all 
practical accuracy the effective symmetrical initial short- 
circuit current 1 (effective amperes) of а turbo-generator 
equals : (a) І = [100/7,] X In on no-load normal voltage with no 
external reactance ; (b) = [100/ ( T, + re)] X!In on no-load normal 
voltage with external reactance; (o) І = [100% + 1] X Inon 
full-load zero power factor and with no external reactanoe ; (d) 
I = [(100/(7, + re) + 1] x In on full-load zero power factor and 
with external reactance; (e) І = ұу [100/;,]' + (1% on full-load 
unity power factor with no external reactance, where E = normal 
voltage per phase of the generator; In = normal current per 
phase of the generator; and .„ = per cent, external react- 
ance = В X In X 100/E; +, = per cent. transient reactance of 
the generator; в = ohms external reactance. 

2, The percentage synchronous reactance, rs, of the generator 
equals: z, = Fj/F& X 100 per cent. at Fz amperes, where Fi = field 
ourrent required to give normal current on synchronous impedance 
tests, and F, = field current no-load normal voltage assuming a 
straight line saturation, i.e., air gap amperes. Then the sustained 
short circuit current with external reactance and F, amperes field 
is 1. = [100/0 + re)] X In X Fre, That is, external reactance 
is added directly to the internal reactance of the generator in the 
same way ал for the instantaneous values. 

3. It is close enough for practical purposes to consider 
that the per cent. leukage reactance varies inversely with 
the voltage. 

4. As far as the first quarter second after short circuit is 
concerned, it makes no difference whether the generator is 
regulated by hand or by means of an automatic voltage 
regulator. 

5. Adding external reactance to a generator circuit equal 
to the initial reactance of the machine reduces to one-half 
the instantaneous short-circuit current. At the end of one 
second, however, the current is practically the saine whether 
the external reactance is connected in or not, if the leakage 
reactance of the machine is small compared with the synchro- 
nous reactance. 

6. All the foregoing conclusions apply to definite pole 
generators as well as to turbo-generators, except that in the 
former machines it is very essential that the field leakage 
reactance be included in the transient reactance, while on 
the machine tested, neglecting the field reactance did not 
introduce any appreciable error. 


‘Colliery Underground Transport.—A study of under- 
round haulage in collieries was written in 1914 by Mr. F. 

fize and contributed to the Revue Universelle des Mines, 
Liege. According to the Inst. C.E. Abstracts of Papers 
in Scientific Transactions and Periodicals, the author deals 
with the question both from the engineering and the econo- 
mical point of view, but, as economical considerations deter- 
mine the system adopted, his emphasis is mainly on that 
side. Dis:ussing the conditions under which the work has 
to be carried on, he compares costs in terms of the tonne- 
kilometre (t-km.)*, and points out the advantages of the 
different types of locomotives in common use. Experience 
has shown that a fair day's work for a horse, which the 
author takes as а term of comparison, is about 50 t.-km. 
This product of distance and load he calls the traffic in- 
tensity.” The benzine locomotives of 8 and 12 H.P., in com- 
mon use in the Belgian collieries, have & tractive power on 
the level of 270 and 400 kg. respectively, and & speed, with 
a normal load, of 6 km. (3.73 nules) per hour. The running 
costs per day, which are set out in detail for each system, 
amount to from 23 to 32 francs a day at pre-war prices. It 
appears that tbe benzine locomotive becomes, as the traffic 
intensity riees, rapidly more economical than horse haulage, 
and that its superiority begins when the traffic intensit 
reaches 120 t.-km. The question of electric haulage wi 
accumulators—a system which has never made much headway 
in favour—is treated with the ваше fullness. The speed of 
the accumulator locomotive under a normal load is about 
19 km. (6.21 miles) per hour. It has an advantage over the 
benzine motor in being less in height—1 m. (3 ft. 3.37 in.), 
against 1.4 m. (4 ft. 7.14 in.). Compared with horse haulage 
it becomes superior in economical working when the traffic 
exceeds 240 t.-km. "The compressed.air locomotive has found 
a wider application, chiefly because it is not a source of 
danger in an explosive atmosphere. Moreover its exhaust 
tends to purify and cool rather than to vitiate and heat the 
air of the mine. This locomotive possesses the merit of small 
chmensions, which makes it suitable for thin seams. Ita 
speed is from 10 to 12 km. (6.2 to 7.45 miles) an hour. A 
compressor capable of compressing from 5 to 6 cu. m. (1766 


* 1 tonne-kilometre = 0.612 ton-mile. 


to 211.9 cu. ft.) a minute is sufficient to run one locomotive. 
The running costs, which are high for & small output, de- 
crease rapidiy as the loads to be hauled increase. Its superio- 
rity over horse haulage, from the economical standpoint, 
begins when the trattic intensity reaches 220 t..km. The 
electric locomotive supplied with current from a power station 
is steadily winning a foremost position, due to the many 
advantages it possesses over the other systems. It is easily 
contiolled. Its speed, up to 12 km. (7.45 miles) an hour, can 
be regulated with precision. For a given power it is lighter 
than any other. It occupies less space, and is more easily 
kept in good order. The current wires are simple and quickly 
fixed in position, and when installed may be used for lighting 
and shot-firing. The cost of an installation is less than half 
that of Ше compressed-air system. The electric locomotive, — 
moreover, does not heat or vitiate the atmosphere of the mine. 
But the possibility of sparking makes it unsuitable for use 
in a fiery mine. From the economical point of view it is 
euperior to all other forms of motor, largely because it makes 
possible the concentration of power in one centre. The re- 
turn circuit is usually through the rails, the joints of which 
are connected by copper wire; D.C. is preferred to a.c. As an 
illustration the author describes un installation in a mine in 
the United States. It appears that electric haulage begins 
to become economically superior to horse-haulage when the 
traffic intensity reaches about 150 t.-km. 


“ Colloil " Liquid Fuel.— It hus long been realised that 
if а commercially practicable process could be devised for 
combining fuel, oil, and/or coal tar or coal dust in such a 
manner as to periuit of their handling and use in liquid 
fuel burners for steum raising, &c., in the same manner as 
fuel oi alone, there would be a.large demand for the 
product or process. Ag evidence of this the British Admiralty 
ollered а prize of £2,000 for a combined coal tar and fuel-oil 
fuel which was not won. American engineers have attempted 
to use coal and oil, but the cost of grinding in endeavouring 
to obtain а perfect colloidal suspension has proved prohibi- 
tive, taking about three weeks to prepare. british railways, 
notably the Great Central, have likewise experimented. 

The Calvert Colloil system provides means whereby 
dust fuels, especially coal or coke dusts, can be handled, 
stored, and burnt as readily, it is claimed, as oil fuel alone, 
and in a dustless and ashless manner. Further, it is claimed 
that the full thermal value of the coal dust is obtained, 
more than by burning the expensive solid coal, and without 
the labour of stoking, and one ton of colloil dust only occu- 
pied the space of 4 ton of solid coal. 

The Calvert system treats the solid fuels in such a manner 
as to render them sufliciently levigated for this purpose, 
which can be done at a cheap rate. They are then incor- 
porated with a liquid fuel or carrier, and tanked and handled 
in such a manner as to permit of their use in the same way 
as would obtain with oil fuel. 

Broadly, the process consists of, first, treating (levigating) 
the fuel, secondly, simple agitation in the storage tanks by 
air, gas, or mechanical means, and thirdly, control of the 
fuel supply to the burners. 

The calorific value is high, and the fuel is claimed to be 
dustless and practically ashiess. The same applies to coke 
dust, gas or tar oils, charcoal from peat, brown lignite, saw- 
dust, rice or coffee husks, which may forim other components 
in addition. to the fuel-oil- coal colloil," or as substitute 
for one of the solid components. The liquid carriers may be 
Oil, alcohol, water or mixtures thereof. The substance шау 
be prepared in concentrated paste form, five parts coal, one 
of oil, and the balance of the oil (four parts or more) added 
by simple stirring at another place if found more convenient 
for transit reasons. The liquid 50 per cent. colloil can be 
pumped and railway tanked as fuel oil can. The paste may 
save in transport in other ways if 40 per cent. of the oil 
is available elsewhere, though the packing of the paste in- 
volves more expense in containers and handling. 

Coal dust in aqueous suspension is termed  ''Colleau." 
Though, of course, the thermal value is much lower it is 
high in proportion to the cost of raw materials and labour 
of stoking. It consists of 50 per cent. levigated coal and 
50 per cent. water. Taking the dust and cost of treatment 
at 158. a ton and allowing for heat losses (coal consumed) in 
vaporising the containing water, there is still, it 1s claimed, 
a heating value equal to 15 cwt. of steam coal, value £3, per 
ton of ''Colleau at 15s., apart from labour saving. 

In connection with internal combustion engines '' Colloil ” 
specially prepared can be used as fuel in the Diesel type of 
engine wherein heavy oils are injected into the cylinder, with 
a saving in fuel costs equivalent to the costs of the fuel used. 

It is estimated that & plant capable of treating 100 tona 
of coal dust per week so as to enable it to be used as colloil 
or colleau will cost £2,000 to £2,500 complete erected; 3s. 
per ton is allowed for materials used, power, and overhead 
charges, and Qs. for labour. The costs do not include hand- 
ling the product after it leaves the machine, and assume the 
dust delivered to the plant. The product is made in about 
three hours. 

The fuel and system are covered by patents, and the name 
' Colloil” is a registered trade mark. ‘The system patent 
embodies devices for storing, feeding, and burning the fuel 
so that the levigated system is maintained and control of the 
fuel flow obtained without risk of stopping. 


wer * ь А . 


500 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 86. No. 2,212, APRIL 16, 1920. 


Pirmin bam Trades Exhibition, — We « are. indebted to 
Mr. U. Anderson, commercial engineer, for the accom- 
panying illustration which shows the stand of the City. of 
Birmingham ^ Electric Supply Department at the National 
Trades Exhibition. On this stand, which is attracting - the 
attention of largé numbers of visitors each day, are shown 
many examples of the latest adaptations of electricity to 
domestic uses, and it is, therefore, of special interest to the 
numerous purchasers of houses, and to architects and builders 
in connection with the many housing schemes now in hand. 
The stand contains exhibits by the following firms: Messers. 
Benham & Sons, Ltd., Belling & Co., British Thomson- 
Houston Co., Ltd., Dental Manufacturing Co:, Ltd., General 
Electric Co., Lid., and Premier Electric Heaters, Ltd., there 


. Corpogation STAND. AT A BIRMINGHAM Snow. 


being on view a large selection of table lamps, bronze and 
copper fittings. with ornamental shades, bowl fittings for 
indirect lighting, and lanterns for shop lighting. There is 
also an up-to-date selection of electric radiators, electro- 
vapour radiators, fires, ovens, grills, hot plates, toasters, 
kettles, saucepans, irons, fans, water heaters, vacuum cleaners 
and electrically -heated 'elothes rails. Medical practitioners 
will be interested in an appliance for sterilising instruments, 
and dentists in a small electric motor, complete with attach- 
ments especially suitable for their mechanical work. Amongst 
the miscellaneous apparatus on view are electrically-heated 
glue pots, curling irons, soldering irons, shaving pots, &c. 


LegaL—LiNbsELL v. PAiGNTON ELECr RIO Licut Co., 
Lrp.—On Tuesday, Mr. Justice Bailhache delivered his judgment n 
this case, which was heard on January 23rd, and reported in the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW for January 30th. The case raised the 
question whether electricity supplied to a kinema should be 
charged for as for power or as for lighting purposes. His Lordship 
allowed the appeal of the Supply | Co., with costs, and Mr. Justice 
Bray concurred. 


‘INSTITUTION. NOTES. 


. Institution of Tlectrical Engineers. —LrvkRPOOL SUun-CENTRE. 
—The Su B-CENTRE is to be congratulated on opening to the public 
its meeting on April 19th, when Dr. C. V. Drysdale will deliver the 
Kelvin Lec' ure on “Modern Marine Problems in War and Peace,” 
at the University. The event is being announced by means of 
posters, of which we have received a copy from the hon. secretary, 
Mr. O. C. Waygood, and should prove very attractive to non- 
members, as well as to the members of the Sub-Centre. 
| WESTERN CENTRE —Mr. Arthur Ellis, chairman of the Centre, 
presided over a record attendance of members and visitors at the fifth 
meeting of the present session, held atthe South Wales Institute of 
Engineers on April 11th. The reason for the crowded aud'ence was the 
delivering of a popular lecture by Prof. F. Bacon, M.A. of the Univer- 
sity of Cardiff, on Thermionic Valves.” After referring to some of 
the wonders achieved by the three-electrode valve during the war, 
and citing various instances to show that the Allies scored over the 
Central Powers by outstripping them in the application of valves 
for naval and military purposes, the lecturer confined himself to the 
two-electrode valve, paying special attention to present and pro- 
spective applications of interest to those engaged in heavy 
electrical engineering. The characteristics of high-tension rectifi- 
cation with hard valves, and low-tension rectification with gas- 
filled bulbs and mercury arc rectifiers, were discussed at some 
length. The combination of hard valve condenser, and voltmeter 
for reading peak voltages on tests of dielectric strength was also 
described and illustrated with oscillograms. The physics of hard 
and soft valves was dealt with in a popular manner. and illustrated 
by various lecture experiments in which striking use was made of 
the Tungar and Pointolite. The lecture was followed by demon- 
atrations by Messrs. E Gordon Davies and F. D. Smith of 
a considerable variety of valves and valve apparatus kindly lent 
for the occasion by the Marconi-Osram Valve Co, Mr. S. R. 


Mullard, the Edison Swan Electric Co., the British Thomson- 
louston Co., Mr. H. W. Sullivan, Dubilier Condenser Co., Power 
Rectifiers, Ltd., the Technical College (Cardiff), and the Physics 
Dapartment, University College (Cardiff). A brief discussion followed 
the lecture, to which Captain Andrews, R A.F., and Messrs. Ellis, 
Evans, Thomas, Cbamen, jun , and C. T. Allan contributed. At the 
close a hearty vote of thanks was accorded Prof. Bacon for his 
most able and interesting lecture. 


Junior Institution of Engineers.—At an informal meeting of 
the Institution, on April 9th, an extremely interesting lecture 
upon " The Development and Manufacture of Thermionic Valves 
was given by Mr. A. H. Howe. The speaker commenced with a 
brief history of the evolution of the valve, in the course of which 
the principles were explained. By means of lantern slides the 
earlier types were illustrated, and then the various stages of 
improvement to the valves in present-day use were shown. The 
lecturer demonstrated the amplifying effects of the device by the 
use of three valves in cascade, and examples of many types were on 
view. Mr. Howe explained, as far as he was permitted, the mode 
of manufacture, and gave some remarkable indications of the 
uniformity with which thermionic valves can be produced by 
modern methods. The speaker referred to the use of valves by 
the Germans, who showed & preference for the soft types. 
Upon the conclusion of the lecture the speaker was subjected to a 
fire of questions, to all of which he ably replied. Many members 
of the audience, whose acquaintance with matters electrical was 
apparently not of a profound nature, evinced great interest in the 
discourse, but at least one gentleman did not get what he wanted. 
Upon entering and taking his seat he caught sight of some 
diagrams pinned upon a blackboard, and, turning to a friend, 
remarked, “ I thought it was something to do with steam engines: 
and he may have meant it. 


The Institute of Metals.—The position of students whose course 
of studies was interrupted by the war, or by special circumstances 
arising from the war, has been sympathetically considered by the 
Council. It has been decided to recommend for ballot as Student 
Members of the Institute candidates for election who, whilst being 
students of metallurgy, have passed the age limit of 25 years. 
Students so elected may remain in the category of Student 
Members up to June 30th, 1923, so long as they continue to be 
Students of & recognised school of metallurgy, This concession 
represents an appreciable financial saving, аз a Student Member 
pays only the guinea entrance fee, and guinea subecription of pre- 
war days. Though in operation for only a few weeks past, the 

arrangement, we understand, has resulted in а greater number of 
applications being received at the offices of the Institute, 36, 
Victoria Street, 8.W.1, than was the case in the whole of 1919. 
By & further concession, members and students elected at the 
forthcoming ballot on May 31st, will not only have the privilege of 
membership for 13 months, instead of the usual 12, but will 
receive an extra copy of the Journal of the Institute of Metals,“ 
of which important publication volumes to the value of over 
£1,000 have been sold to non-members during the past 12 months 
—surely a unique record for a young scientific society. 


Wireless Society of London.—At a meeting of the Society on 
March 27th, a paper was read by Capt. L. A. T. Broadwood, entitled 

© Harmonics in Continuous Wave Transmissions.” After the paper 
there was an interesting discussion, in which a number of members 
took part, and at the close of the meeting, Capt. Broadwood was 
accorded a hearty vote of thanks. The President, Mr. A. A. 
Campbell Swinton, occupied the chair, and the business of the 
meeting, in addition to the election of some 15 new members, 
included a discussion as to the advisability of the admission of 
ladies to membership and associate membership to the Wireless 
Society. Several members spoke in favour of ladies being admitted 
and, on a vote being taken. the meeting was found to be unanimous. 
A number of members had brought interesting pieces of apparatus, 
and these were described and afterwards viewed with great interest. 
Capt. Donnisthorp was able to show and explain to the audience his 
recently-patented invention, in the form of a pocket-book receiving 
apparatus, and Mr. Powell Rees exhibited the Polaris“ receivers, 
which are exceedingly compact pieces of apparatus. 


Diesel Engine Users’ Association.—At the March meeting, the 
subject of insurance of Diesel engines against breakdown was con- 
sidered. Some years back the Association adopted a standard form 
of insurance policy at Lloyds, and, as a result of experience gained 
in the working of this scheme of insurance with periodical 
inspection by independent Diesel engine experts, it was considered 
advisable to amend the conditions of the policy in certain respecta. 
The new form of policy adopted by the Association eliminates from 
its scope claims for cracks or partial fractures, which do not in 
themselves result in an actual breakdown.“ It was considered 
that not only would th‘s alteration have the effect of eliminating 
in future certain difficulties and causes for dispute, but that it 
would be an advantage from the poiat of view of securing the 
best Diesel engine practice to make such costs chargeable to the 
ordinary annual maintenance account. It was pointed out that 
the main advantages which the user should have in mind in 
insuring his Diesel engine against breakdown were in the firet 
place to secure himself against heavy financial loss in the event of 
an actual breakdown with, or without, resulting damage to 
surrounding property, and, secondly, to secure the advantages of 

periodic inspection by independept experta and their advice and 
есе in adopting the best practice, carrying out timely 
repairs, and in doing everything possible to avoid the calamity of 
a serious breakdown. 

A paper on the subject of "Obturators" was read by Mr. W. 
Fennell. In pointing to the advantayes claimed for the use of 
obturators in place of piston rings in petrol engines for aeroplane 
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work, the author referred to the actual power wasted in piston 
ring friction in many cases as being as much as 75 per cent. of the 
total mechanical loss in an engine. The obturator was described 
as a sort of cup leather made of thin metal. These were 
originally made of brass, but were now made of specially-selected 
phosphor bronze. They were usually placed very near the top of 
the piston yet they did not burn, and this was explained by their 
flexible nature which allowed them to keep in perfect contact with 
the cylinder, and consequently well cooled. The author had 
experimented with obturators in Diesel engines to a limited extent, 
and their life had been about 300 hours. Further tests were in 
progress, and he thought that a life of well over 1,000 hours could 
be expected with a new liner. With the successful use of 
obturators, instead of piston rings, the author considered that 
Diesel engine design might be considerably modified, resulting in 
reduced height and weight, and that this would facilitate the 
introduction of cross-head engines, as the question of thrust 
surfaces did not then come in. 

Chelmsford Junior. Society of Engineers.—This Society held ite 
first annual dinner and smoking concert at the Lion and Lamb 
Hotel, Chelmsford, on the evening of March 31st. The President, 
Mr. T. E. Dann (of Messrs, Orompton & Co., Ltd.), was in the chair. 
The Vice-President, Mr. A. Eddington, and gentlemen who had 
delivered lectures during. the session—Messrs, E. L. Barclay, Н. 
Church, E. H. Field and W. C. C. Turner— were also present. The 
toast of The King was proposed by the President. Mr. E. H. 
Field, in proposing The Society," said he knew the difficulties 
enoountered. in running such a Society, and thought they had done 
exceedingly well. In replying, Mr. A. Eddington said the Society 
had a membership of 43, and had held 14 meetings at which papers 
were read, Mr. T. Dann, also replying, said that the progress they 
had made by their own unaided efforts filled him with brightest 
hopes for the future. Mr. P. Huggins proposed the toast of 
“The Visitors,” and Mr. H. Church replied. A smoking concert 
followed. | 

Edinburgh Electrical Soclety.— On April 7th the Society held an 
Apprentice Night. Papers on " Accumulatora," Cable Laying,” 
and “Armature Winding" were read and discussed by appren- 
tice members. At the next meeting, to be held on Wednesday, 
91а inst., Mr. J. McEwan Brown will lecture on The Telephone.” 
All those interested are invited to be present at the Philosophical 
Institute at 8 p.m. 

South African Institute of Electrical Engineers.—The Journal of 
this Institute for January, 1920, contains a report of the eleventh 
annual general meeting. The financial status was stated to be 
good—a sum of £1,500 having been accumulated and invested. 
The total: membership increased to 355 during the year. Gold 
medals were awarded, to Prof. W. Buchanan for a paper entitled 
The First: Electric Steel Melting in South Africa," and to Mr. 
L. F. Botting for a paper on “Small Generating Stations and 
Electrieity- Supply Schemes." Mr. E. V. Perron waa elected vice- 
president for 1920-21, and other members were elected to the 
Council. Mr. H. 8. King gave an interesting lecture on French 
Warfare," end a bioscope exhibition of various large бошон! 
works concluded the meeting. - 

On February 19th, a paper on " Automatic Telephony " was read 
by Messrs. F. G. Parsons and C. Griffith, of the Post and Telegraph 
Engineering Department, dealing mainly with the Strowger and 
Western Electric aystems. The authors indicated that it was 
intended to convert the city of Johannesburg to automatic working, 
up to a capacity of буе figures, and шы to extend the system 
to the whole of the Reef, 
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OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the _ 


technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted ав to their movements, 


The following officials of the Bradford Corporation elec- 
tricity and tramways departuients have been recommended 
for increases of salaries by the War Wages Committee as 
follows: Electricity department, city electrical engineer (Mr. 
T. Roles) to £1,500; chief electrical engineering assistant 
(Mr..J. WRIGHT) £825; mains engineer (Mr. C. A. GiLLIN) 
£132; sub-station superintendent. (Mr. R. D. Spurr) £392; 
technical assistant (Mr. J. F. MATHER) £357; mains assistant 
(Mr. Q. ARBUCKLE) £332; the general manager (Mr. R. H. 
WILKINSON) to £1,000; {тале superintendent (Mr. T. бтївк) 
and assistant electrical engineer (Mr. J. W. Dawson) £535; 
parcels superintendent (Mr. W. K. FLEMING) £410; works 
superintendent (Mr. S. Pearson) £355; permanent way en- 
gineer (Mr. J. W. Foster} £100. 

It is stated that Mr. J. R. laLLEKER, chief assistant and 
deputy electrical Sngineer of the Rotherhain Corporation elec- 
tricity works, has accepted a managerial position for a large 
manufar turing frm in the Midlands. 

Mr. Н, F. Макзнаи,, who for five years past has been 
on the staff of the Barrow-in-Furness Corporation as electrical 
engineer, is about to take up an appointment in Shanghai. 

We regret to hear that Mr. J. К. Groves, general manager 
of. the Barrow-in-Furness Corporation tramways, is some- 
what seriously ill as the ко of a seizure while engaged 
in his office | | 


The chairman and deputy chairman of the Manchester 
Electricity Committee, with the chief electrical engineer, 
Mr. S. L. PEARCE, are to visit certain cities in Ашепса in 
the autuinn of this year to inquire into and report on the 
lay-out and interworking of modern extra-high-voltage trans- 
mission and distribution systeins and the most modern prac- 
tice with regard:to the design and operation ef large genera- 
tion stations for economical production. This visit Was ap- 
proved by. the Council in 1914, but wus postponed ówing to 
the war. Г 

Mr. Е. Н. Rupp, electrical engineer for Rochdale, who 
was one of the selected candidates for the vacancy at Peter- 
borough, has withdrawn his application for the post. The 
Rochdale Electricity Coinmittee recommends a revision of 
his salary, and he is remaining. 

Doncaster T. C. has appointed Mr. R. Н. NUTTALL, ‘of Man- 
chester, as tram-car shed superintendent, at £275 в year. 

Torquay Т.С. has appointed Mr. A. J. W ARING, of w alsall, 
as mains engineer, at £250 a year. 

Mr. J. M. Keenan, deputy engineer und manager of the 
Torquay Corporation electricity works, who is leaving to 
become engineer and manager to the Isle of Thanet: Electrical 
Co., of Margate, has been presented by the staff'and em- 
nie with a silver tea service. 

York T.O. is ‘recommended to increase the salary. of Mr. 
SHEARD, {гашсаг superintendent, froin £258 to £275 @ year, 
and that of Mr. PETERKIN, draughtsman at the electricity 
works, from £270 to £294. - 

Accrington General Purposes Coiniuittes lias  décided- to 

increase the salary of the electrical engineer by 4150 a year 
and a further £50, next April; also that of the tramways 
manager in a similar manner. 
Saturday, March 27th, was a great day in ‘Marylebone 
when Prince Albert declared the new town: hall open. The 
Mayor (Mr. Duncan Watson, M. I. E. E.) and the .Mayoress 
welcomed the Prince and the Princess Alice, Countess of 
Athlone, and entertained them, as well as the 'Aldermen, 
Councillors, and other residents, фо luncheon.^ Mr.: Duncan 
Watson delivered several appropriate speeches. Avery fully 
illustrated account. of the day's proceedings will be found in 
the Marylebone Chronicle for April 2nd. 

The marriage took place on April 5%. at St. Nicholas 
Collegiate Church, Galway, of Mr. F. Jo Morrer, B. A., 
M. I. E. E., of Birmingham, to Lucy Evelyn, second daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. R. В. Smith, of Galway. 

Mr. К. Baxker-Wuittick, A. M. Am. I. E. E., at present 
manager of Messrs. Waring & Gillow, Ltd., electrical con- 
tracts department, Liverpool (formerly of the sales staff, 
British Westinghouse, Trafford Park), has been appointed 
chief assistant engineer to Messrs. Edmundsons' Electricity 
Corporation, Inverness. . 

A coffee Set was presented to Mr. W. A. GILLOTT upon the 
occasion of his leaving the Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd., after fourteen years’ service, to take up 
the position of sales engineer to the Jackson Electric Stove 
Co., -Ltd., who have recently purchased premises at 143, 
Sloane Street, London, S. W. 1, which they will shortly occupy 
as offices and showrooms. For many years Mr. Gillott con- 
centrated his energies upon the development of electric cook- 
ing and heating load, which now amounts to over 10,000. Kw. 
on the N.E. Coast ‘network, One of his immediate tasks 
is to establish and organise a selling department, and he is 
now compiling data for the publication of catalogues, &c. 

On April 8th Mr. C. "WirsoN, managing director of 
the Osram-Robertson Lamp Works, was installed in the 
chair as Worshipful Master of the Hammersmith ‘Masonic 
Lodge. The ceremony was ably carried aut Бу: Mr. G. С. 
Bell, installing master and borough electrical engineer.. At the 
banquet which followed, the new Master was supported by 
approximately 170 brethren and visitors, including Grand 
Otlicers Sir Newton Moore (P.P.G.M. Western Australia), Р. 
P. Kipping, P.Asst.G.S. Wks. R. C. Collins, H. Tipper, &c. 
There was an excellent musical programme. Sir Newton 
Moore responded to the toast of the Grand Officers. 

Mr. J. A. Cressey, shift engineer, at Peterborough, has 
been appointed charge engineer at the Barnsley municipal 
electricity works. 

Messrs. Charles P. Sparks & Partners have taken into 
partnership Capt. А. С. Sparks, M.. 

On the evening of April Ist, at a Bohemian concert held 
in the London United Tramways club-room, Fulwell Depot, 
Mr. W. M. WRIGHT, MU of the S. Metropolitan Electric 
Trainways & Lighting Co , and assistant secretary of the 
I. U. T., was presented, on behalf of the staff, with a solid 
silver tea service, upon relinquishing his appointment after 
21 years’ service, to take up a position in the Provinces. Mr. 
J. B. Mackinnon, general traftic superintendent, made the 
presentation, 

Mr. F. H. Nuw var, head of the Department of Physics. 
University College, Exeter, has-been awarded a grant. of £120 
bv the Royal Society in order to prosecute research on a new 
kind of electrolytic interrupter for X-ray work, which. he 
exhibited before the Physic cal Soc lety last November. 


à 


Will.—The Times states that the late Mr. CLAUD КИЙЕ 
TON, managing director of Claud Hamilton. Itd.. engineers, 
Glasgow, Aberdeen, Ardrossan and Ayr, left personal estate 
of the value of £203,491. . | 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Hotpoint Electric Appliance Co., Ltd. (165,887).—Private 
company. Registered March 30th. Capital, £100,000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of manufaciurers and importers of and dealers in domestic, 
industrial and labour Saving devices and electrical appliances, engineers, &c. 
The subscribers (cach with one share) are: H. C. Levis, 83, Cannon Street, 
E.C.4, managing director British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd.: A. R. Monks, 
123, Cannon Street, E.C.4, solicitor. The first directors are: H. C. Levis, 
W. C. Lusk and J. Gray. Secretary: F. Clements. Registered office: 83, 
Cannon Street, Е.С. 


Franklin Engineering Co., Ltd. (166,122).—Registered 
April 7th. Capital, £50,000 in £1 shares. To take over (1) the business of 
an clectrical, mechanical and motor engineer carriel on by W. H. Franklin 
at Tunnel Works, Queen Street, Cardiff; and (2) the business of a bioscope 
and scientific instrument maker carried on bv T. W. Franklin at 6, North 
Edward Strect, Cardiff, as the Western Instrument Co. The first directors 
are: P. Evans. Holme Tower, Penarth, shipowner; Н. G. D. Cory, Mount 
Stuart House, Cardiff, shipowner; F. O. Cory, Padstow, Whitchurch, Glam., 
shipowner; R. E. Duck, Rhosslyn, Heath Park Avenue, Cardiff, engineer; W. 
H. Franklin, 69, Mardy Street, Cardiff, engincer; T. W. Franklin, 6, North 
Edward Street, Cardiff, electrical engineer. Secretary: A. D. jones. Regis- 
tered office: 233, Cowbridge Road, Cardiff. 

(165,924) .—Private 


Aurolite Electrical Supplies, Ltd. 
company. Registered March 3lst. Capital, £3.000 in £1 shares. To manu- 
facture and deal in apparatus and appliances for use in connection with elec- 
tricity or gas for light, heat or power, &c. The first directors are: J. A. 
Ward. Westness, Sutton, Surrey: A. S. Gregg, 19, Clifford Road, East 
Finchley, N.2: J. F. Atkinson, 58, Elgin Crescent, North Kensington, W. 
Solicitor : A. Glynne-Jones. Registered office : Cromwell House, Surrey Street, 
Strand, W.C. 


Lumo, Ltd. (165,967).—Private company. Registered 
March 31st. Capital. £8,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business of a 
manufacturing chemist carried on bv J. H. Piddock at 79, Lincoln's Inn, Cor- 
poration Street, Birmingham, as J. H. Piddock & Co.,“ to carry on the 
same and the business of manufacturers of and dealers in the compound 
known as l. umo Washeasy," manufacturers of and dealers in electrical 
appliances and labour-saving devices, &c. The subscribers (each with one 
share) are: D. G. Brooks, 88, College Road, Moseley, Birmingham, electrical 
engineer and merchant; G. C. Gray. 17, Oval Road, Gravelly Hill, Birming- 
ham. electrical engineer. First directors not named. Solicitor: D. Cochrane, 
55, Temple Row, Birmingham. Registered office: 79, Lincoln's Inn, Corpora- 
tion Street, Birmingham. 


Magic Sign Co., Ltd. (166,106).—Private company. 
Registered April 7th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To acquire from F. S. 
Gee the benefit of certain inventions relating to display devices. and to carry 
on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in advertising apparatus, 
plant and material, &c. The first directors are: F Gee, 23, Compton 
Crescent, Chiswick, W.4; W. A. Dunn, 76, Amhurst Park, N.15. Solicitors: 
Strong and Bolden, 70. Gracechurch Street, E.C. Registered office: 13, Gate 
Street, Kingsway, W.C. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Keighley Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd.—Capital, 
£10,000 in £1 shares (3,000 preference). Return dated November 12th, 1919. 
4,200 ordinary and 1,800 preference shares taken up. £3,988 paid. £2,012 
considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, £5,000. 


Cross & Cross, Ltd. „(105,74 C Сари, £5,000 in £1 
shares. Return dated February 23rd, 1920. All shares taken up. £4,845 paid. 
£155 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, £600. Capital increased to 
420,000 in £1 shares on March 10th, 1920. 


Seear, Scott & Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £1,000 debentures 
authorised November 26th, 1919. The whole amount being now issued. Pro- 
perty charged: The company’s undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital. No trustees. Mortgage dated March 22nd, 1:20, to 
secure £640, also registered. Property charged: 49-55, St. Peter's Street,. 
Coventry. Holder: C. Pace, 125, Brighton Road, Croydon. 


Dood & Oulton, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on March 24th, 
1920, of debentures, dated July Ist, and October 5th, 1908, securing £5,000. 


Switchgear & Cowans, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on March 
18th, 1920, of debentures dated October 27th, 1911, and June 4th, 1912, securing 
£3,500. Issue on June 4th, 1920, of £800 debentures, part of a series. 


Frank Towey & Co., Ltd.—Mortgage dated March 20th, 
1920, to secure all monevs due or to become due from company to London 
Joint Citv and Midland Bank, Ltd., charged on certain land and premises in 
Birmingham. 


CITY NOTES. 


Mr. George Sutton presided at the 

W. T. Henley's annual meeting held on April 9th. He 
Telegraph said that on the debit side of the balance 
Works Co., Ltd. sheet the item of creditors and contingent 
reserves and reserve for special taxation 

showed an increase of about £148,000 over last year. That 
Was caused to some extent Ьу the reserve for special taxation. 
It the directors’ proposals were adopted the reserve account 
would be brought up to the substantial sum of 2150.000, so it 
would be seen that they did not anything like exhaust their re- 
serves when they made the distribution of bonus shares. Last 
vear he told thein that thev would be spending very large 
sums on buildings and plant, but the buildings contracted for 
in the early part of last summer were still very far from com- 
plete owing to labour and other diflieulties. Probably some 
time this vear they might have the new buildings earning 
revenue.  Stock-in-trade had increased from £229,000. to 
£457,000. That was what thev would expect from the higher 
prices, coupled with the fact that thev were now able to make 
etock, which they could not do twelve months ago. Really 
they had about doubled their stock. The debtors were 


£40,000 more than in the previous year, and the cash at 
bankers wag £118,000, as against £213,000 in the year before. 
Turning to the profit and loss account there was a curious 
suniarity, the figures of the trading account differing from 
those of the previous year by only a few pounds. Last year 
the account was not subjected to as large an amount for 
excess profits duty as in the previous year, as the duty was 
reduced 40 per cent. last year. On the other side, they had 
written off £25,000 for depreciation on machinery, &c. The 
Previous year they wrote off £35,000, but that was largely to 
deal with machinery and plant which had been acquired for 
the purposes of the war, and £25,000 they had written off 
this year was quite a large and ample sum. They were carry- 
ing forward to the profit and loss account £20,000 more than 
in the previous year, and after paying the dividends proposed 
they would carry forward £141,000 as against £122,000 
brought into the account. The accounts gave them the same 
healthy and robust state of things which t ey had been accus- 
tomed to in connection with the company for many years 
past. They had had more orders during the past year than 
they had been able to carry out—that referred both to the 
overseas and the home trade. Although they recognised the 
value and the need tor export trade, they had considered that 
the policy of the company should always be to satisfy the 
needs of their customers in the home trade first. They had 
not been able to satisfy even all their needs, although on the 
whole they had done very well for them. They were always 
behind with their orders owing to the delay in getting raw 
material, &c., and output had been restricted by the shortened 
hours of labour. Ile was not complaining of their work- 
people in any way, but they had not got back to the output 
that they had before the hours were shortened. They were 
now working a 47 hour week as against 54. He was glad to 
Say that their relatione with their workpeople had continued 
to be very satisfactory. They had had no trouble during the 
year. The Cable Makers' Association, in conjunction with the 
trade unions who were interested in the people working in 
their factories, had established a Whitley Council, which met 
once a month. District Councils met more frequently, and 
they had had no serious differences of opinion. The Council 
worked very well, and he was hopeful that in the future thev 
would be outside the turmoil that seemed to be going on 
with labour in many industries. As in the past year there 
had been an abundance of work, so in the immediate future 
they did not doubt that they could get more work than thev 
wanted. Trading to-day, however, was very different to what 
16 was In 1914, the year before the war. In some respects, 
such as higher rates of wages, it might be that the present 
rates night be considered the minimum for the future, but 
in regard to taxation he believed it was essential for the 
success of industrv that direct taxation, euch as the excess 
profits dutv, should not be put upon them. In 1914, and per- 
haps for 20 or 25 years prior to that time, the company was 
subjected to taxation of about £12,000 a year. In 1919 the 
taxation amounted to £100,000. and that was considerably 
below the average taxation for the war years. They had paid 
for excess profits dutv the huge sum of roundly £400,000. On 
the other hand, the dividends paid to the shareholders, prior to 
the war. in 1914 was 449.000. and the dividend to-day ab- 
sorbed £69.000. Hitherto the company's business had relief 
for its extension upon its undivided profits, and the course 
they had adopted had been a benefit to the nation, to the 
company, and to those who worked for it. It might be said 
that thev had done what they had for their own advantage. 
һи if thev took away that advantage bv a severe limitation 
of profit, the nation. the companv. the capitalist and the work- 
man would all he the poorer. There had been an enormous 
demand for capital for industrial purposes since the war, and 
about 150 millions had been asked for since January Ist. 
They would naturally expect that they would want more 
capital in that company. The increase of profits shown in 
recent vears did not give an accurate idea of the amount of 
business they had been doing. The profits tended to decrease 
vear by vear as the percentage of the turnover of the business 
increased. Their percentage of profits was not so great now 
as it was five or ten vears ago. but the business itself had 
greatlv increased. not only in value but also in quantitv. Не 
thought thev would agree that that was a very healthy state 
of things which they would not desire to see altered, but it 
hrought with it the need for more capital. As he had said, 
it had been their custom for a good many vears to find the 
capital for the extension of tbe business out of their un— 
divided profits, hut at the nresent time that source was to a 
very great extent closed. They had large expenditure com- 
ing on in the inmediate future—thev had commitments for 
buildings and plant which roundly came to £150.000. On the 
credit side of the balance sheet thev showed that they had 
in war loans and other securities and cash a sum of about 
half a million sterling. Some of that. however, had to go 
awav in taxation. He thought it was very likely they might 
be able to get along without asking the shareholders for more 
capital. The business was showing abounding prosperity. 
The orders brought forward from the vast vear, added to those 
taken this vear, actually exeeeded the whole of last vear's 
turnover. That all had a direct bearing upon the canital re- 
quirements of the companv, and they also had the tire com- 
pany to consider. Thev had put nearly £200,000 into that 
company, and the justification for it was the success which 
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the company had attained. 
been very successful in their trading with electric cables for 
the last 35 years, but there was no success which had been во 
quickly acquired as the success which they had attained in 
the manufacture of pneumatic and solid tires. The establish- 
ment of the tire company was a good thing for them, but it 
would require more capital. They could not stand still, and 
they were extending the factory. Everything pointed to 
their wanting new capital, but he felt that if they should 
want more money they could call the necessary meetings and 
raise all the capital they would require in the course of a 
few weeks. For that reason the directors had decided not to 
deal with the question then, for it might be that they would 
be able to do without any new capital. A resolution was 
agreed to authorising the directors to apply out of the funds 
of the company a further £5.000 for the benefit of the staff 
pension and deferred pay funds. 


The report of the directors of the All- 
manna Svenska Elektriska A.B. (General 
Swedish Electrical Co.), of Vasteras, has 
just been issued for 1919, which is the 
37th year of the company’s existence. The 
report states that activity during the year was characterised 
by the transition from war to peace conditions, but the effects 
of the war were still far from being overcome, and sume 
years would probably elapse before the industry was again 
brought into a state of equilibrium. The prices of materials 
fluctuated rapidly, and the cost of labour showed a constant 
tendency to increase, this being contributed towards by the 
reduction in the working shift and the unrest in the labour 
market. The result of last year’s working was influenced 
to à not inconsiderable degree by the falling prices of mate- 
rials and the growth in working expenses, although the 
prices of the company's manufactures were increasing. Ав 
a result of the absorption of Surahammars Works A.B. and 
the Nya Forenade Elektriska A.B., the central management 
had been reorganised so as to secure increased efficiency for 
the diflerent departments and clearly definite responsibility. 
During the year the company's liquidity was considerably 
improved, partly on account of the release of the capital tied 
up in goods which was rendered possible by the resumption 
of free communication after the cessation of the world war, 
and partly through the funds derived from the new issue 
which was carried out in 1919. The amount of the dis- 
position fund which was not required for covering the taxes 
for the years 1916 and 1917 had been transferred to the 
reserve fund. 

The activity of the department for electrical installations 
proceeded on normal lines; the high cost of coal hastened 
the use of water powers, and rendered possible the utilisation 
also of waterfalls which were formerly considered to be un- 
economical for the purpose. In the case of agriculture elec- 
trification was being continued, whilst the long-pending 
question of the conversion of the railways to electrical work- 
ing was rapidly approaching a solution, and considerable 
orders in this branch were received from Scandinavian coun- 
tries during the year. The export of electrical machinery 
was resumed in July. New markets had been obtained in 
the West of Europe, but trade with the East of Europe 
continued at a standstill. The exports, however, were ren- 
dered difficult by the prevailing conditions of exchange and 
the need of a stabilised currency system was all the more 
perceptible. After referring to the iron and steel and other 
departments, the report mentions that the total staff and 
workmen numbered 7,220 at the end of the year, and that the 
profit sharing system approved a year ago for leading шеш- 
bers of the staff was now in operation. The expenses for the 
welfare arrangements had declined and were expected to be 
further reduced in the near future. 

After writing off 1,338,000 kr. for depreciation, as compared 

with 1,280,000 kr. in 1918, the accounts show net profits and 
balance forward amounting to 8, 313.000 kr., as against 
7,799,000 kr. in 1918 and 16,610,000 kr. in 1917. It is proposed 
{о pay a dividend of 10 per cent. on share capital of 75,000,000 
kr., this contrasting with 15 per cent. on 50,000,000 kr. in 
1918, leaving 818,000 kr. to be carried forward. The turnover 
lust year experienced a decrease of 5,000,000 kr., but the 
company’s debts were reduced by 26,000,000 kr. 
The directors of the Lloyd Dynamo Werke 
A.G., of Bremen, recommend the payment 
of a dividend of 7 per cent. for 1919, being 
the same rate as in the previous year. 

The Elcktrizitata Lieferungs Gesellschaft, of Berlin, pro- 
poses to pay 12 per cent. out of net profits of 3,950,000 marks 
in 1919, as contrasted with 10 per cent. and 3,274,000 marks 
respectively in 1918. 

The Welter, Elcktrizitats und Hebezcug Werke, A.G., of 
Cologne-Zollatock, reports net profits of 135,000 marks for 
1919, as against 84,000 marks in the preceding vear. It is 
intended to distribute 10 per cent., as compared with 8 per 
cent. in 1918. 

The directors of the Hochfrequenz Maschinen, A.G., fur 
Drahtlose "l'elegraphie, of Berlin, recommend for 1919 a divi- 
dend and bonus of 35 per cent. on the A shares, as com- 
pared with 203 per cent. in 1918, and 92.8 per cent. on the 
“B” shares, as against 49.1 per cent. in the preceding year. 
The net profits are returned af 1,897,000 marks, as contrasted 
with 588,000 marks in 1918. 


The Allmanna 
Svenska 
Elektriska A.B. 


German 
Companies. 


They knew that Henleys had 


The net profits of the Sachsenwerk Licht und Kraft, A.G., 
of Dresden-Niedersedlitz, increased from 1,980,000 marks in 
1918 to 2,240,000 marks last year. It is proposed to pay a 
dividend of 20 per cent. for 1919, being the same rate as in 
1918, when less share capital participated in the distribution. 
An abundance of orders at adequate prices is reported for 
the present year, but expenses have increased and raw mate- 
rials are difficult to obtain. 

The Ges. fur Elektrische Hoch und Untergrundbah, of 
Berlin, reports net profits of 1,542,000 marks for 1919, as com- 
pared with 4,050,000 marks in the previous year, and a divi- 
dend at the rate of 5j per cent. is recommended, being the 
same rate as in 1918. It is stated that the price of coal, 
which cost the company 16 marks per ton before the war 
and 81 marks in 1919, is now over 950 marks per ton. 

The directors of Siemens Elektrische Betriebe, A.G., of 
Berlin, report gross profits of 4,230,000 marks from electricity 
supply works and investments in 1919, as compared with 
3,730,000 marks in the previous year. After making provision 
for depreciation it is necessary to place 2,360,000 to reserve 
in order to equalise differences in exchange, so that there only 
remain net profits of 67,000 marks, as against 1,970,000 inarks 
in 1918, when a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. was paid. 
The balance for 1919 has been carried forward. 


Vickers, Ltd.—The directors announce that, owing to 
the immense volume of work executed for the Government 
during the war years—inuch of which, due to extreme 
urgency, had to be undertaken by the company without prices 
being fixed—there are Government contracts yet remaining 
unsettled, some reaching back as far as 1916. It is still, there- 
fore, not possible to present the accounts for 1916, or any 
of the subsequent years. The final accounts up to the end 
of 1919 may be presented before the end of the current year. 
Considering the necessity for preserving and increasing the 
financial strength of the company while changing over from 
war to peace products, the directors have decided to declare 
a final dividend for 1919 of ls. 3d. per share, or 64 per cent. 
(free of income tax up to 5s.). This, together with the in- 
terim dividend declared in August, 1919, will make a total 
dividend for the year of 2s. 3d. per share, or 11} per cent. 
(free of tax up to 5s). The main works of the company, 
ne of the companies associated with it, are well filled with 
orders. 


Madras Electric Tramways (1904), Ltd.—Mr. А. M. 
Quill presided on April 7th at the annual meeting. He said 
that the Mount Road extension was commenced immediately 
after the Governinent Order was issued last July. Good 
progress had been made with the permanent way, but in 
consequence of labour troubles at home considerable delay 
had taken place in the shipment of poles and other materials, 
and some time would elapse before the extension could be 
opened for traffic. When the line was completed important 
extensions of the system would become practicable, but 
progress with these would depend upon a substantial reduc- 
tion in the prices of tramway materials, of which there was 
no indication at present. After referring to the improvement 
in the traftic receipts (9 per cent.), and to the demands of 
the employés for higher wages io meet the cost of living, 
the chairman said that they were considering the advisability 
of applying to Government for authority to increase the fares 
authorised by their Government Orders. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The committee has ordered 
the undermentioned to be officially quoted:— 


Brompton & Kensington Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—166 
ordinary shares of £5 each, fully paid, Nos. 34,085 to 34,250. 

Pennsylvania Water & Power Co.—$2,154,000 first mort- 
gage sinking fund 5 per cent. gold bonds, 1940, of $1,000 
each, within Nos. 8,506 to 10,940. 


British Electric Trausformer Co., Ltd.—The accounts 
for 1919 show that after paying all manufacturing costs and 
expenses of administration the net profit is £48,038, plus 
£3,964 brought forward. There із put to reserve £10,000, 
to depreciation reserve £3,000; 6 per cent. preference divi- 
dend £8,407; 10 per cent. on the ordinary shares, and bonus 
of 24 per cent. £17,550; extra remuneration to directors 
£2,522: carried forward £10,523. 


Monte Video Telephone Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend on 
the ordinary shares for the half-year at the rate of 6 per 
cent. per annum, free of tax. 


Indo-European Telegraph Co., Ltd.—l inal dividend of 
228. 6d. per share, making 7 per cent., free of tax. for 1919; 
also distribution out of the equalisation of dividends fund of 
15s. per share, free of tax, making 10 per cent. for the year. 


Northern Electric Co. (Montreal).—Dividend 32 per cent. 
for 1919. Foreign exchange situation a very serious factor, 
costing the company $252,172 for the year. 


Consolidated Electrical Co., Ltd.—Dividend on the ordi- 
nary shares for the year ended March, 1920, 34 per cent.. 
against 24 per cent. for the previous year. Carried forward 
£1,685 
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Electrical Utilities Corporation, Ltd.—Quarterly dividend 


4 4 


of 14 per cent. on the preferred stock... - | 


` Shawinigan Water & Power Co.—Net revenue for 1919 
$1,473,743, as compared with $1,410,093. To depreciation 
reserve. $300,000. Dividends 7 per cent. - 


Bell Telephone Со. of Canada.—Quarterly dividend of 


t- a 


2 per cent., less tax. 
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STOCKS AND SHARES. 
"И TET TUESDAY EVENING. 
THERB-i8 nothing very much to be said this week for the con- 
solation of the investor. It would be indeed amazing were 
Stock Exchange markets to exhibit any particular degree of 
strength, having regard. to. the forces arrayed against con- 
fidence and hopefulness. The Budget and the French ex- 
change, the trouble on the Continent, and the renewed labour 
restlessness at home, the stream of new issues and the possi- 
bility of a rise in the Bank Rate—it would be hard to imagine 
any fresh element that might make things worse than this 
combination of adverse conditions. To put money on deposit 
at some modest табе: and leave it there until the air clears— 
this is the course advocated by many people nowadays, and 
one which they are apparently following, if the quietude of 
business in Stock Exchange markets may be taken as a trust- 
worthy guide. The flatness of Monday was compensated by 
partial recoveries on Tuesday, when the. Anglo-French rift 
looked less threatening, and perhaps prices may pick up after 
the Budget provisions are officially announced. 
The demand of another 41 per week by the railwaymen is 
the more serious from the inference it holds of agreements 
between employers and employed being held of no value by 
the latter when they want to vary the terms. — Sanctity of 
contract is deemed to lie at the base of all business, in this 
country at_any rate, and if that goes, what can be substituted 
in its place? A rise in railwaytien's wages of £l a week 
would ‘introduce further advances in the cost of living and 
fresh demands for more pay on every hand. It is inevitable 
that money should shun shares in companies where profit- 
earning capacity is liable to be interfered with a month after 
a threatened strike is settled by agreements signed for a year 
or more. О | 
‚ Underground income bonds are 2 lower at 72, and Metro- 
politans 4 down at 21, but Districts rose to 19. Other traction 
issues ure easier. Bombay Electric preference have come 
down. 25s. to 174. The ordinary shares, after their meteoric 
spurt, are quoted lower at 130 middle, with business done the 
other day at 125. Mexicans are flat. The Light and Power 
Common and preferred have both shed 5 points, and the bonds 
lost 24. Mexico Tramways Sixes are marked down to 24, and 
changed hands at 234. Other Mexican utilities have moved 
similarly. British Columbia Electric Railway preferred, after 
4 drop to 464, rallied to 494, which makes the yield work out 
to over 10 per cent. on the payment of 5 per cent. dividend. 
Brazilian Tractions remain at 50. A timid inquiry for London 
and Suburbans—on the fare-raising proposals—failed to ad- 
vance prices of the shares. | 

In: view cf the changed eircumstances of the times, a few 
companies have already raised the dividends on their prefer- 
ence shares. Obviously it presses harshly upon investors in 
sonjor Issues, that they should be obliged to take a modest 
9 per cent., or thereabouts, on money they have furnished to 
а company in bygone days, when to-day's appeals, even from 
that same undertaking, may offer 7} or more per cent. on 
security practically identical. There is so much to be said, 
ou both. sides of the subject, that it cannot be more than 
mentioned in a paragraphic manner, but the question is closely 
occupying the attention of many directorial boards at present. 

Electricity Supply shares show a few mixed movements. 
County ordinary, Charing Cross ordinary, and South Metro- 
politan preference are firmer. City Lights and Westminsters 
are both à down. Business 15 meagre, as usual at this season 
of the year. Nor do manufacturing shares display any parti- 
cular activity. British Aluminium at 25s. 74d. are ex rights, 
and ao are India-Rubber shares at 134. On the latter. the 
premium varied between sixpence and а forin. Metropolitan- 
Vickers preference went back to 22, and Vickers fell to BIS. Bd. 
on disappointment. with the dividend, though subsequently the 
price rallied to 23. 6d. General. Electries and Siemens are 
easier. Cromptons at 228. have gained sixpence. Edisons re- 
main about 224. | 

Thursday in this week was the last day for sending in appli- 
cations for the new issue of shares by the four big cable com- 
panies in the Eastern group. The prices kept up strongly to 
the finish. This served to harden the existing securities, 


^ . — 


Eastern ordinary is up 3. Globes and Westerns are both 53. 
higher, joining Westerns at the common level of 158. 4d, At 
this price the yield comes to a little over 64 per cent. on the 
money, equivalent to 94 per cent., less tax, at 6s. In the 
pound. Marconis rose to 4, reacted to 33, and recovered to 
33. [t is said that the idea has been revived, and is likely to 
be put into execution, of proceeding with the wireless-chain 
project that wag interrupted by the outbreak of war. Indo- 
Europeans are at present unchanged on a reduction of 3 per 
cent.—to 10 per cent.—in the dividend. DEUS 


It may perhaps—ditlidence urges a little dubiety—be of 


sume slight interest to remark that this particular article on 
stocks and shares has just attained its majority. In twenty- 
one years there have appeared 1,092 articles, and without any 
special count having been kept of the number, it is fair to 
say that well over a thousand of these have been penned by 
the sume hand. The scope of financial interest in stocks and 
shares. connected. with the electrical industry has widened 
enormously during the period: If there be one thing iore 
than another that stands out as a special feature, it is the 
wav in which individual finance is gradually being replaced by 
a condition of affairs in which internationalism ts the prime 
factor. The Paris exchange is rocky and Brazilian fractions 
feel its effect. A strike in America is reflected in shares of 
manufacturing companies over here, and go on, It would be 
more beguiling to the writer tham to his indulgent reader to 
dwell at length upon other striking aspects of financial affairs 
connected with the electrical world during the past twenty- 
one years. But the temptation shall be avoided: Nor is it 
altogether certain that Editorial censorship will allow to be 
printed a little expression of gratitude to those who have 
followed these Stock Exchange letters weck by week. 
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SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL OOMPANIES. 
| Homs Exsoraiciry Оомрлигиз. _· „ 


Dividend бало run 
Brompton Ordinary. ee oe 8 13 БЕ 
Charing Cross Ordinary S5 4 T | +4 : à : 
do. do. do Pref... © 4 E. о x $1 
Chelsea.. ee ee oe es 8 4 1 — i 7 13 10 
R „м 8 10 8 8. 698 
o. do. 6percent. Pref... 6 6 4 = - 81310 
County of London .. .. 1 8 +t ня 
do do. 6 ре? dent. Prof, 6 6 83 — 1 0 0 
Kensington Ordinary 20.9 . 99, 8 7 5 — 5 9 6 
London Electric ee oe eo кп N 1g - 9 4 В 
i е 6 per cent, Pref... : : 81 E 9 3 6 
obro tan. D ee ee . е ‚©. 4 
do. и par cent. Pre. .. 4 4 34, = | 115 
St. James’ an Mall oe ee 10 1% 6 — т 4 19 B 
South London oo ` eo ee 6 8 8 TS е 0 0 
South Metropolitan Pref... .. 7 1 105 „ ути 
Westminster Ordinary .. - 8 10 55 — 1 
* TELEGRAPHS AND TuLRPHONBS, T 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pret. ee. 2 „ 6 6 89 ~ 8 : ; 0 0 
do. Def, s , BS 14 18 —-1 «413 1 
Chile Tele hone ae ee „ 8 Ж 6 ч 7 oh ТД 0 0 
Cuba Bub. 0 oe aoe ee 7 7 1 ip vs 96 10 1 
Bastern Extension e* ое esc 8 10 2 1 5 16 1 0 
Rastern Tel. Ord. oe ae ee 8 К, 10 167 +8 *6 11 3 
Globe Tel. ара T. Ота. .. .. 8 10 15 + 3 699 
do. do. Pref. .. .. 6 6 Hu — 1 915 6 
Great Northern Teel.. ~ 2 = 531 
Indo-European oe oe ‘ ee 18 10 == E 6 8 10 
Marconi oe . oe ee 25 T У B * і 911 4 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. . 10 — 21. + ув КГ 
United R. Plate Tei. 8 = d dab 
West India and Panama .. .. H8 — x = «611 3 
Western Telegraph.. "T - 8 10 15] ti 
"m Homs Rais, . 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 v 2. jM 
Metropolitan .. a 5 is 1 1 21 = { Nil 
do. District ` : . Ni Nil 19: + Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 2 = | Nil 
do, do. A .. Nil NU 7f. = 11 1 
do. do. Inoome .. 5 4 7. —3 5 
* Foreign Trams, 
Anglo-Arg. Trams. First Pref, .. Nil Nil 81 = 7 
' до. do, 2па Pref, ee — — 8i ' — 15 0 
do. do. 5 Deb, 6 6 E — 7 
Brazil Tractions  .. Vs „ — — — r 1 
Bombay Electric Pref. .. .. 6 6 17 2 3 5 4 
British Columbia Elec, Rly. Pfce. 5 5 59 — 228-4 
do, do. Preferrred 5 19 - б, 
до, do. Deferred МІ 8 42]  —- los 
do. do. Deb. ae W —1 1 Nil 
Mexico Trams б percent. Bonds.. N 11 85 Fu 
' do.. 6 per cent. Bonds.. NH Nil М. +2 Kil 
Mexican Light Common .. . Nil Nil 1 5 - Nil 
do. Pref. .. Ni Nil 22 —5 
do. Ist Bonds.. .. Ni Nil 44 21 T's 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. | 1 
Baboock & Wilcox .. .. . 16 — 8 — 41 
British Aluminium Ord. .e .. 10 10 14% d — Dy 8 
British Insulated Ord, — .. — .. 14 15 lé з= 113 10 
Callenders ee * oe ee 25 -— 84 — 1 ur 
cuu Өз I . mw 4 = t5 
astner Keller  .. уа .. 20 — 4 E 
Orompton Ord. aa 24 „ 10 — 22 / +64. 9 E. 
ETdison-Swan, A Е æ. 10 — 1 e 811 А 
do. do. 6B percent, Deb, .. 5 6 ast — 6 5 10 
Electric Construction ss . 10 — 24/- — в 18 6 
Gen. Eleo. Pre. ..  ..  .. 64 е 15/6 = | ү { 
н do, Ord, ee ee ee 10 — 1? ud 1; b 6 4 
PE ыы oe oe ce eo 25 15 9 Se, 6 4 1 
I 0. 4à Pref., ee ee ee 44 13 B — 6 $ 
ndia-Rubber. К v. n Ae 10 "m 13àxd — «1 8 
Met.Vickers Pref,., .. — 8 9 s 6 20 
Siemens Ord... $6. ha .. 10 10 2") а 7 110 
Telegraph Qon. өө ee ee: 20 90 244 —1 ч 1 ( 


* Dividends paid tree of Income Тах, 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest. 


The Kingsway "’ Telephone Bracket. 


Desk telephones are easily knocked over and broken, and 
are seldom found in a convenient position when required 
in the rush of business. THR GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LID., 
of 67, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 4, has recently put on 
the market a new form of bracket for dealing with this in- 
convenience, the Kingsway,” fig. 1. This device has an 


extension of 30 in., the instrument is firmly gripped by one 
end of the bracket, while several types of base can be sup- 


Fic. 1.—Tur ‘KINGSWAY " TELEPHONE Bracket, 


plied to enable the bracket to be fixed to a wall or to the 
side or top of a desk. It is self-balancing and free to move 
in any direction, having a special motion giving height 
adjustment and being swivelled at the base. The '' Kings 
way " telephone bracket is well finished in oxidised copper. 


A Portable Wireless Receiver. 


The following is a brief description of the portable receiver 
used in a demonstration by Mr. R. C. Clinker, of the PRITISH 
THOMSON-LLOUSTON Co., LTD., 83, Cannon Street, E.C.4, at a 
meeting of the Wireless Society of London on January. 29th 
last. This set, which measures 13 in. by 14 in. by 5 in., is 
completely self-contained, and comprises within its case a 
receiving. coil, tuning condenser, two B. T. H. valves, aceu— 
mulator, dry battery, transformers, and a reaction coil. The 
receiving coil is wound upon a frame which fits inside the 
outer сазе with a small air space between coil and case. In- 
side the receiving coil is placed all the apparatus enumerated 
above. The cover is fitted with “lift-off " hinges, and has 
fixed on its inside face a projecting pin surrounding which is 
a large circular scale marked with the points of the compass, 
fiv. 9. The case has a co-operating socket led into its base 
which allows of the whole set being placed on the pivot and 
turned easily on a vertical axis, fig. 3, so that the line of 
direction in which the received signals are travelling сап be 
found. A small compass card fixed to the cover enables the 
latter to be placed approximately correctly relatively to the 
points of the compass. These details are seen in the illus- 
trations, figs. 2 and 3. The connections of the set are such 
that the first valve is used as a detector, and the second as a 
low-frequency amplifier. A hinged reaction coil is provided 


FIG. 2.--B.T.H. PORTARLE WIRELESS RECEIVER WITH COVER 
OPEN. 


which is connected in the ‘ plate ” circuit of the first valve 
and the coupling of which to the receiving coil may be varied 
by adjustment of its angular position. At a certain closeness 
of coupling the detecting valve commences to oscillate at a 
frequency depending upon the inductance of the receiving coil 
and the capacity of the condenser connected across it. When 


signals are to be received, whether from spark or continuous- 
wave stations, the condenser is set to give the correct wave- 
length, and the reaction coil is closed in until oscillation com- 
mences, When the signals are heard. Spark stations also are 
thus heterodyned, and their true notes are modified, but 
can be read clearly. The set can be provided with sufficient 
capacity to tune between the limits of 2,000 and 15,000 metres 
wave-length, so that Paris time signals can be faken, and long 
wave stations such as Carnarvon and Lyons read. In all, 


Fia. 3.—WinkLESS RECEIVER MOUNTED ON A Pivot, 
WITH TELEPHONE CONNECTED READY FOR Usk, 


about а dozen of the Jargest stations in England, France, and 
Germany may be read, and several more heard, without any 
additional wire. The signals obtained thus, while not, of 
course, loud, are clearly readable in a reasonably quiet гооп. 
To obtain the direction from which signals are coming, the 
case is rotated on its pivot, fig. 3, until the signals sink to a 
minimum or become inaudible. A pointer then indicates on 
the scale the direction, or one 150 deg. removed from it. The 
accumulator is of an “ unspillable type, and can be sent 
out with the set, ready charged for mnmediate use. A plug 
switch is provided for lighting the valve filaments, the handle 
of the plug being of such length as to prevent the case from 
closing if the filaments have been left alight. The weight of 
the complete set is 20 Ib., and it requires no aerials; it should, 
therefore, be of interest to technical colleges, large works, 
watehinakers, &., desiring to secure the correct Greenwich 
mean time daily. 
Wiring Connector Box. 


Mrssrs. Warp & GOLDSTONE, Ib., Sampson Works, Sal- 
ford, Manchester, manufacture the connector box shown 
in fig. 4, which can be emploved for practically any wiring 
system. It can be used as a 2 or 3-way joint box and a 
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Mia. 4.—CONNECTOR Box 


number of wires can be taken off each of the contacts. The 
box is of porcelain, the cover being fixed by means of 
penetrating studs and external nuts. The terminals are of 
substantial construction, and able to carry a current up to 
25 amps. Wires can be introduced through either the base 
or top of the box. 
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Reyrolle Telephone Terminal Box. 


A new type of telephone dividing and sealing box has re- 
cently been designed and produced by Messrs. А. REYROLLE 
AND Co., of Hebburn-on-Tyne. This box (fig. 5) has been 
specially designed for use in power stations, and the arrange- 
ment of terminals with ample space between them simplifies 


Fia. 5..—REYROLLE TELEPHONE TERMINAL Box. 


the making of connections and at the same tine eliminates 
the danger of short circuits. Тһе cables are brought into the 
box through screwed wiping glands, and armouring clamps 
are supplied. A plain sheet-iron cover protects the terminals 
Írom dirt and dust. 


The Lodge Igniter. 


At the recent Motor Boat Exhibition, at Olympia, Messrs. 
Lopce Bros. & Co., of Rugby, exhibited. several types of 
igniter for use on both motor car engines and large gas 
engines. The Lodge igniter is used in precisely the same 
way as an ordinary single-trembler coil, with the usual bat- 
tery and spark plugs. A H.T. distributing device on the cam- 
shaft is required for use with the igniter on all 4- and 6-cylin- 
der engines. The coil is the special feature of the Lodge 
system of ignition. The essential difference between this 
and ordinary н.т. coil ignition is the presence within tte 
former of special glass condensers or Leyden jars. ‘These 
jars store up H.T. current induced by the secondary winding 
of the coil, and at the required moment release the whole 
of their contents across the sparking plug points with an 
impulsive rush of stored-up energy in the form of a high- 
frequency electric discharge, oscillatory in character, and of 
high velocity and heat. The Lodge spark is entirely ‘diflerent 
in character to the ordinary H.T. spark as produced either 
by coil or magneto; it is an explosive white-hot spark of 
great brightness and intensity. Instead of passing quictly 
through any deposits on the spark gap, the spark, it is 
claimed, blows all accumulations away, and actually keeps 
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THE Lobce IGNITER. 


the gap clear for itself. The spark from an ordinary. coil 
or magneto is a steady Позу of current in one direction, whieh 
passes quietly and easily. The Lodee spark is an es latory 
high frequency current, momentarily of large capacity. It 
is, in fact, a Leyden jar discharge, Which surges backwards 
and forwards across the plug points. 

In the Lodge igniter the terminals of the coil are not con- 
nected to the sparking plug directly as usual, but are led to 
it through the intervention of a pair of coated insalators, or 
Leyden jars, with their outer coatings short circuited by a 
leak or imperfect conductor, the object of which is to keep 


them always at the same potential except at the instant of a 
sudden electric rush. Accordingly there is no strain thrown 
upon the leads or the sparking plug, whose terminals remain 
at the ваше potential up to the last moment when the two 
jars are full and overflow, at which instant evervthing 1s 
liberated, and with a rush the jars empty themselves across 
the spark gap and round the complete circuit through the 
sparking plug. 

The chief pattern at present in use for motor-car purposes 
is the type A, illustrated in fig. 7 and in section in fig. 6. 

The trembler will give very accurate timing even at the 
highest speeds; at the same time it is an easy one to adjust, 
and not very sensitive to a small change of setting. The 
contact points are made from pure platinum-iridium and аге 
substantial in size. The trembler and the spark-gap аге 
placed under the upper lid, and the four terminals, which 
е completely enclosed, under the lower lid. 

The igniter is mounted in a strong wood, weather-proof 
ease, and its insulation is of high quality. The secondary 
winding is wound in sections, not in layers, thus the elec- 
trical strain is evenly distributed. All connections inside the 
igniter are sweated together. On a 4-eylinder engine the 
average current taken is 0.75 amp., and on a 6-cylinder 
engine about 1.25 amp. 


THE FARADAY SOCIETY. 


AT the March meeting of the Faraday Society, Dr. E. J. 
RusskLl, F. R. S., Director of the Rothamstead Experimental 
Station, opened a general discussion on“ Basie Slags: their 
production and utilisation in Prof. F. G. 
Donnan, C. B. E., F. R. S., what proved to be 
a very fruitful discussion, 

The idea underlying the arrangement of the meeting was 
to bring together the metallurgical and agricultural chemists 
interested in the subject to enable them to state their require- 
ments and difliculties to one another, so as to facilitate 
solution of the many complex problems involved. Before 
the mecting broke up it was keenly felt that the most should 
be made of so useful—and unusual—a rapprochement between 
such diverse Interests, and a very practical outcome Was a 
decision to form a Standing Conminittee of agriculturists and 
metallurgists, and а resolution inviting the Ministry of Agri- 
culture to act as the honest broker in this union, an invitation 
cordially accepted by Mr. LAWRENCE Weaver, C. B. E., speak- 
ing Informally on behalf of the Minister. 

The agricultural side of the question: The value of basic 
slag as an artificial fertiliser, the importance of Increasing 
supplies of it, and the possible demands on the part of the 
farmer, Were comprehensively and lucidly formulated by Sir 
THoMas MipbbLETON, K. B. E.,, Sir Ах Нам, K. C. B., 
F. R. S., and Mr. G. Scorr ROBERTSON. I his aspect of the sub- 
ject must not detain us here, of general interest though it be. 

The problem for the steel maker was tersely stated by Dr. 
Russett: Is it possible to detine chemically the constitution 
of the basie slag of highest agricultural value under various 
conditions of soil; if so, is it possible either to improve the 
product, yielded by the furnace or else enrich it so as generally 
to increase its effectiveness? The problem Is complicated by 
the all-important fact that basic slag 18, after all, only a 
by-product for the stecl maker, who naturally cannot spoil 
his steel to improve his slag. The metallurgist’s case was 
stated most ably by Dr. J. E. Strap, Mr. D. SiLLARS, and Mr. 
1°. BaixBRIDGE, among others, and although no definite con- 
clusions could be determined, broad agrecment in certain 
directions seemed to be reached. Jor example, it seemed 
fairly clear that suggestions to improve low-grade slag by 
additions of phosphate. rock to the furnace must be ruled 
out as ninractieable. | ess umpossihle, but still of dubious 
practicability, is selective tapping of slag, by which the high 
grade variety (in the Een еу process) is removed at an 
arly stage in the process. Enrichment during subsequent 
grinding is quite feasible, and is, of course, practised. A 
stimulating paper by Mr. W. S. Jones dealt with these 
phases of the subject. 

On the whole, the most hopeful line of advance seemed 
to be to find out the most advantaveous conditions under 
which the various natuially produced сап be 
utilised, and apply them always where their effectiveness will 
be greatest. This may seem a very. empirical, not to say 
an unscientific, method: but the whole subject is at present 
in an empiries} state of knowledge. Piot. C. II. Окен dis- 
cussed the physico-chemical aspects of basie slags, but he 
was not able to throw very much light on their constitution, 
and the fundamental question as to what are the valuable con- 
stituents is not vet answered. Dr. Desch inclines to the 
view that they are the caleroi phosphates, but Mr. 
C. IT. рь was not satisfied that even phosphorus itself 
was the macie element, and be adduced reasons worthy of all 
consideration for sus ins that the iron in some unknown 
form may be a fertil ing element—a trols far-reaching sugges- 
tion, 1 it lias апу stable fo undation. 
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THE COSMOS FLASH LAMP. 


Тнк Cosmos Lamp Works, Ltd. (owned by the Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd.) possesses within its organisation 
a factory developed expressly for the production of electric 
lamps of the flash light type. Up to the present time, most 
of the flash light type lamps used in this country have been 
inported, but the company decided to make this a home in- 
dustry, and already tens of thousands of these ашай lauips are 
turned out from the factory each week. 

The standard flash lamp produced at the works is sold 
to the public at the recognised price of 6d. per lamp, despite 
the fact that the rate of wages to workers employed on this 
work here is some ten times as great us in Japan, whence 
many of the imported lamps einanate. Furthermore, there is 
no doubt that the British article is superior to the imported 
one. 

the Cosmos flash lamp factory is situated at Brimsdown, 
Middlesex, and is equipped upon a modern and efficient basis, 
the whole process of manufacture being carried on in the 
works, from the blowing of the glass bulbs onwards. 

As in the larger lamps, the drawn-wire filament is mounted 
on leading-in wires sealed in a flanged foot, as illustrated 
in fig. 1, the glass being melted around the wires. The bulbs 
are blown on very Ingenious machines from glass tubing n 
series of eight or ten, as shown in fig. 3 (4). 

The bulbs are separated by heat at the point z, and the 
mounted foot is inserted as shown in fig. 3 (B) and sealed to 
the bulb. "The piecing or exhausting tube is now joined to 


understanding of the subject. It is in fact a well-balanced 
treatise which one has no hesitation in commending to anyone 
interested in hydro-electric plants. "AES 
After a very brief, but interesting review of the historical 
aspect of power development, with a chronological summary 
of all important land-marks of progress, terminating with the 
150,000 volt system of the Pacific Light & Power Co. of Los 
Angeles, inaugurated in 1913, the available water power of 
the world is discussed. This is estimated in the aggregate 
as about 700,000,000 horse-power, of which the United States 
are credited with an amount of not less than 31,000,000 horse- 
power, and a maximum of 56,000,000. Of this amount about 
6,500,000 horse-power have, so far, been developed, mostly in 
the States of California, Xew York, and Washington. In 
connection with the use of water power for electrochemical 
processes, the authors give a table showing the kw. H. re- 
quired per ton (2.000 lb.) in various industries. The fixation 
of nitrogen is said to require from 15,000 to 60,000 KW. R., 
the reduction of aluminium, abrasives, and calcium carbide 
are put at 30,000 KW. H., 7,50) KW. H., and 4,000 KW. H. рег 
ton respectively. The manufacture of pig iron takes from 
2.000 to 3,000 KW. H. per ton, and the refining of copper only 
300) KW. M. per ton. Unfortunately the source of these figures 
is not stated, and there is some ambiguity as to their meaning. 
A chapter on hydrology includes the methods of gauging 
streams, and various types of dams and headworks, pipe lines, 
&c., are then dealt with. The treatment is brief and any- 
thing but exhaustive, vet a considerable amount of useful 
data and information is given. In fact, this last sentence 
can be fairly applied to the whole work. We have some 


SN 


Fia. 4. 


Fics. 1, 2 лхо 3.—Frasu Lamp Parts, SHOWING METHOD OF MANUFACTURE. 
Fig. 4.—FINISHED STANDARD CosMoS FLAsH LAMP. 


the flange as shown in fig. 2. The lamp is next. cut. from 
the adjoining bulb at the point 7 and the opening sealed 
over so as to make the bulb complete. | | 

Ahe lamp with a score or so of its kind is now connected 
to a high vacuum pump and exhausted to a very high. degree, 
the filament being lighted. towards the end of the process. 
The vacuum is determined by means of the well-known 
Mcleod gauge, so as to avoid " bad vac“ lamps. When Ше 
desired vacuum is attained, the piecing tube is sealed off at 
the point x, shown in lig. 2. Ihe resulting pip on the 
lamp becomes hidden within. the cap, which at this stage 
of manufacture is cemented on. 

Examination, marking, cleaning, and further tests follow, 
and then the lamps are packed m boxes ready for dispatch. 
Nhe finished standard Cosmos Hash-light lamps are shown in 
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Hydro-clectric Power Stations. By David B. Rushmore and 
Eric A. Lof. Pp. x+o022, 401 figs. London: Chapman 
and Hall, Ltd., 1917. Price 25s. net. 

Although both the actual and possible development of 
hydro-electric power in this country are relatively insignificant, 
the possibilities in other parts of the Empire are so vast that 
British engineers are well advised to. keep themselves con- 
versant with modern practice. The principal literature upon 
the subject naturally proceeds from countries where the 
development is greatest and the present volume gives an 
excellent survey of current American practice with regard 
to hydroelectric developments. It is descriptive, rather than 
academic, yet scientific principles are explained and mathe- 


matical formule presented whenever they are needful to an 


37 pages of power-house design, 68 on hydraulic equipinent, 
370 on electrical equipment, 100 on the economical aspect 
of hydro-electric undertakings, and a dozen pages or so 
dealing with organisation and management. It will be seen 
that the electrical. portion of the work is considerably the 
largest. Starting with a brief discussion of transmission 
voltages, the authors give a curve which indicates that up 
to one hundred miles, the most economical voltage may be 
taken as one thousand volts per mile. The curve then bends 
over and for 250 miles it indicates 150,000 volts, a voltage 
which would seem to be nearly the limit from the appearance 
of the curve. Simy cycles is the frequency recommended 
when a lighting load predominates, and 25 cycles where there 
are to be many synchronous converters on the lines. These 
two frequencies, of course, are the standards on the other 
side of the Atlantic. 

A good deal of information and numerous formule relating 
to the design of motors, synchronous generators, transformers, 
reactunces, &c., are given, and although no doubt these 
subjects are dealt with more logically and exhaustively in 
special treatises on the design of electrical machinery, yet the 
facts are presented in so clear and readable a form in the 
present work that one would certainly regret their omission. 
The authors have a good sense of proportion, and consequently 
indulge in no more theory than is sufficient to bring out the 
fundamental principles underlying design. The illustrations, 
too, are well chosen, representing typical apparatus and 
standard practice, while the selection of apparatus for de- 
scription 18 entirely commendable. As might be expected, 
quite a large amount of space is devoted to switching equip- 
ment and the problems arising out of the protection and safe 
control of extra-high-tension circuits. The treatment ig 
entirely free from the defect of appearing to exalt the practice 
of any particular manufacturer, indeed, except when one can 
recognise the electrical apparatus depicted, there is no clue 
to the maker's name. 
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In the chapter on the general economic aspect of possible 
developments, the authors quote in full the excellent Guide 
for the compilation of Water-Power Reports and the securing 
of Field Data, prepared by Mr. J. T. Johnstone, and printed 
in the 1914 annual report of the Dominion Water Power 
Branch of the Department of Interior, Canada. This guide 
. was originally drafted to secure complete and standardised 
reports trom the Canadian field engineers, and it should serve 
as a model for every engineer who is called on to submit a 
report on а possible water power development. Detailed costs 
of construction of various plants are next tabulated, and the 
items are so pariicularised. that except for the uncertainty 
as to prices both. relative and absolute, at the present time, 
the figures would be most valuable to any American estimator. 
The authors are not to blame because prices may have changed 
enough to detract from the value of their figures, which are 
presented in admirable form. 
stance only, the cost of excavating a tunnel, the nature of 
which is described, is made up of twelve separate items, the 
cost per cubic yard of each being piven. "The cost of the 
concrete lining is subdivided into thirteen separate items, 
and so on. 

The book closes with several appendices. One gives refer- 
ences to descriptions to be found in other publications of ap- 
parently every hydro-electric system in the States or Canada. 
Another furnishes the principal data on over forty transmis- 
sion systems of 70.000 volts and over, and the last gives the 
American standard code for testing hydraulic turbines. There 
is à good index, and the work as a whole is one that can 
be cordially recommended to those interested in hydro-electric 
plant. 


Modern Electrical Engineering. By Magnus Maclean, M.A., 
D. Sc. Glasgow: Gresham Publishing Co., Ltd., 1918. 
Six vols., price 128. 6d. per vol. net. 

This work, in which Prof. Maclean has enlisted tlie services 
of twenty-four experts in their respective subjects, affords a 
striking commentary on the growth of the electrical industry. 
Owing to this expansion, it frequently happens that inforina- 
tion 1s required on some subject which is indirectly connected 
with the work in hand, and in such eases these books should 
prove particularly valuable as a reference library. 

They will also appeal to teachers and students who require 
a good general knowledge of electrical engineering, and to 
the many engineers who, although obliged to devote their 
шаш attention to their own particular work, take а keen 
interest in everything that relates to the applications of elec- 
tricity. In view of the fact that the work consists of six 
large voluines, it will be impossible to do more than give a 
general idea of the scope and nature of the subjects dealt 
with. 

The first volume opens with the fundamental theory of 
magnetism, continuous and alternating currents, and their 
measurement. The treatment of alternating current theory 
is largely analytical, and assumes a fair knowledge of integral 
calculus. The descriptions of the different types of measuring 
Instruments are very clear and a useful summary is given for 
each type, setting forth briefly its advantages and disadvan- 
tages for various classes of work. 

The design of continuous-current and alternating current 
generators is dealt with mainly on the lines of general prin- 
ciples, Some examples from actual practice are given, and 
the text is illustrated by excellent photographs of modern 
machines. 

A particularly valuable section deals with single-phase and 
three-phase commutator motors. The principles. underlying 
the design and the advantages and disadvantages of these 
machines as compared with other alternating-current motors 
are clearly stated. This section will prove most useful to 
engincers Who are concerned. with the use of electricity. for 
motive power, and who are sometimes confronted with the 
difficult task of deciding on the best type of machine to use 
for a particular purpose. There is much practical illustrated 
Information on the design of transformers. 

The author of this section shows a fine disregard for the 
conventions by the use of expressions such as “effective 
Anean? " for R. MI. S., but we must confess to a preference 
for the more usual form. 

The various types of accumulators are deseribed, and the 
use of boosters is discussed, Much valuable information on 
the proper care of secondary cells is given, and there are few 
battery users who would not save themselves trouble and 
expense by a careful study of the author's remarks. 

The section on switchgear has been completely rewritten: 
it contains descriptions of a large number of modern 
switches. motor controllers, and alternating-current relays, 
and is illustrated by excellent photographs. Some line draw- 
ings showing details of construction are included, and the 
number of these misht have been inereased with advantage. 

The chapters on high-pressure transmission of energy con- 
tain much information on the latest developments of thia 
eubject, and the author has given extensive references to 
papers and publications, 

The дех of. transmission. systems probably lends itself 
to as much diversity of opinion as any branch of electrical 
engineering. The author states the rival claims fairly. whilst 
judicating the conclusions to which his experience has con- 
ducted him. 

It is rather unfortunate that the section dealing with 


For example, to take one in- 


electric lighting and wiring should have been illustrated 
by views of obsolete apparatus, such as concentric wall plugs 
with brass covers, Which have been banned for many years, 

‘There is some interesting information on the methods of 
manufacture of incandescent lamps, and useful curves show. 
ing the best eiliciencies at which tungsten lamps should be 
run for various costs of lamps and energy. We should have 
liked to find fuller information on gas-tiled lamps, but pos 
sibly this is still within the category of trade secrets, 

The major portion ot a volume is devoted to electric tram- 
ways, and coutains chapters on the dynamics of electrie 
traction, general lay-out of systems, the permanent way, 
rail bonding and welding, overhead and underground systems, 
The text is well illustrated by line drawings and photographs, 

Electrice traction on railways is dealt with from the point 
of view of the fundamental principles underlying this applica- 
tion of electricity. Long-distance lines as well as suburban 
traffic are considered. An Interesting description is given of 
the methods of signalling emploved on the District and otber 
electric railways. 

Boilers and prime movers are treated from the point of view 
of their suitability for use in the generation of electricity, and 
there are chapters on condensers, air-pumps, water-cooling, 
economisers, and feed heaters, feed pumps, and the treatment 
of feed-water. | 

A section on electrochemistry and electrometallurgy con- 
tains an account of the general principles underlying modern 
practice. The space allotted is somewhat limited, but the 
more important processes are well described and illustrated. 

The chapters on telegraphy open with a description of the 
line plant in use by the British Post Office. Instruments 
are next dealt with, and a very clear description is given of 
the Wheatstone automatic and the Hughes and Baudot print- 
Ing telegraphs. — Radio-telegraphy is hardly treated in accord- 
ance with the importance of the subject at the present time. 

The section on telephony describes the standard practice 
in manual exchanges, aud also contains a chapter on automatic 
exchanges. The latter, though excellent in itself, can hardly 
be taken as a guide to modern practice. The most recent 
development of automatic telephony, in which all connections 
are made by relays, is merely mentioned. 

Descriptions of apparatus employed in the coal mining in- 
dustry, and of electrie cranes and hoists, complete the series. 

The editor and publishers are to be congratulated on the 
excellent style of the volumes. The print is clear and the 
illustrations are exceptionally good. Huch volume has a sepa- 
rate index, and there is also a good general index. 

The names of the contributors are. in themselves, а 
guarantee of the excellence of the work, which should find a 
place on. the shelves of all engineers who desire to have in- 
formation on the standard practice in all branches of the 
electrical industry in a handy and accessible form, 


PROTECTION OF A.C. SYSTEMS WITHOUT 
THE USE OF SPECIAL CONDUCTORS. 


AT Newcastle-upon-Tyne, on March Sth, the paper by Major 
Kenelm Edgcumbe, R. E. (T.), an abstract of which appeared 
in our issue of February 20th, 1920, was read aud discussed 
before the NORTH-EASTERN CENTRE of the [INSTITUTION OF 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 

Mr. Porter, who greatly appreciated the paper, said that 
Major Edgeumbe apparently had in шй rather smaller 
undertakings than those which were to be found in the 
Newcastle district. While he might criticise some of the 
things that the author had said, he, nevertheless, thought 
that the writer had given them something that was badly 
needed in a great many cases. Regarding stall schemes, 
however, he thought the only way to tackle the subject was 
to approach it in the light of a scheme that might perhaps 
become a large one. In introducing protective gear there 
were generally two problems to be considered, the first being 
to make it impossible to damage apparatus, and the second te 
ensure the maintenance of the continuity of supply. If thes 
were putting in gear for the second reason, then the “risk 
Was a double one, so they ought to be prepared to pay more 
for such an insurance policy than for one which provide 
for the protection of a single factor, Indeed, on а latze 
system it would pay to put in more protective gear; it gener 
ally paid better to give attention to continuity of suppl 
than merely to have regard to prevention of damage. Wit! 
regard to the latter consideration, there was the time factor 
to be considered.—there was a period at the end of whieh. 
whatever that time was, damage would accrue but il 
they had more extensive protection it might remove the fault 
and save damage to the plant, although the gear had uel 
Installed with a view to ensuring continnity of supply. Spee 
ing of the time limit, the speaker said that if they had In. 
stantaneous action it would clear the fault before it became 
a "short." They did not get any advantage from timet» 
unless the fault started with a "short," which usually 1 
did not. In small schemes where there was one power station 
and a few sub-stations, discrimination might answer. but 10 
such cases as that distriet where there were 400 sub stations, 
the position was vastly different. Ile thought that discrimina 
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tion by tine lug or by direction of current was only of limited 
applicability. ‘hese were all questions that each one should 
face tor himself. Lor instance, where they had continuous 
processes going on it was а serious watter to have an inter- 
ruption of the supply, and it might be worth while to have 
adequate protection. He pointed out that some protective 
metnods hampered extensions. 

Mr. II. W. Сотик was glad to hear that the author did 
not put forward his proposals as a solution of the problem 
for large systems, and he hoped that that would be cmpha- 
sised, as otherwise the paper might seem to belie his inten- 
tion. He thought it was Major Walters who set himself the 
difficult’ problem of solving the question of parallel feeder 
protection. In those cases it was necessary to make sure 
that the feeder they tripped out was the faulty one, for it 
was not always the faulty feeder that carried. the greatest 
current. The author made a very good point when he 
suggested that in the case of sub-stations fed by a large 
number of parallel feeders, or from two sources by indepen- 
dent pairs of such feeders, it might sometimes be possible 
to treat the pair as à single unit, and to 1solate both on the 
occurrence of a fault on either. The author's proposals for 
the protection of inter connectors and ring mains were open 
to criticism, and the speaker referred to the diagrams show- 
ing protection by what the author called reverse relays; he 
did not think these should be culled reverse relays, they 
were operated by potential in one direction, and he thought 
they should be called, perhaps, unidirectional relays. A 
question suggested by several parts of the paper was: How 
long was it permissible to allow a fault to stop on a system? 
One objection was that if faults were allowed to run on, 
synchronous plant would get out of step. He had heard 
that 0.5 of a second was possible for the duration of a 
'" short’ on a system without any danger of the synchronous 
plant getting out of step, but the figures given varied so 
much that it would be well to know the point definitely. 

Mr. J. R. Beano said there were some inis-statements in 
the paper that he thought should be modified. In the first 
sentence the author spoke of the subject as “опе of the 
most pressing of the moment." The speaker did not think 
it was pressing in a general sense; they knew from actual 
every-day experience that the problem had been solved, not 
perhaps in the most economical or perfect way, but it had 
been solved, and protection afforded in an efficient manner. 
He pointed out that the methods named were not the only 
ones; Glasgow, he believed, was without any protective gear 
until last vear, and they rearranged their network for pro- 
tection, and were fairly satisfied, he understood, with 
the change. Пе thought they did not want to omit any 
of the requirements mentioned by the author, but there were 
other points also to be noted. The speaker referred to the 
author's criticism of the Merz-Price system which acted in 
‘watertight compartments,” and claimed that this feature 
was а great advantage—it was complete protection. 

Mr. Conis said that at various points throughout the 
paper attention was drawn to the effect of faults that might 
arise instantly, and he thought it was suggested. that these 
faults should be removed as quickly as possible, while not 
going in for the principle of instant isolation. 

Dr. Bow drew attention to the question of earthing 
through reactances, a method adopted largely by Petersen 
in Germany. It was worthy of consideration. 

Major EpccumBe replied. and with regard to the last sug- 
gestion, said it could. not be applied to the cases with which 
they were dealing. 


Ат Edinburgh, on March 9th, Major K. Bdgcumbe’s paper 
was read and discussed before. the SCOTTISH CENTRE of the 
INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 

Prof. Baibey agreed with the author's view that protection 
devices worked from the cable itself had distinct advantages 
over those with separate cables. The httle cables were more 
liable to break down than the big cables they were intended 
to protect, though not subject to the high voltages of the 
latter. In overhead lines particularly, he thought there was 
much more likelihood. of the protective device breaking down. 

Mr. CHARLES W. Mans, said that while. the author 
pointed out the advisability of not breaking circuits at the 
tine of maximum current, he (Mr. Marshall) thought it 
advisable to stake everything on ап attempt to clear faults 
before they developed between phases. The most obvious 
way of doing this was by increasing the speed and sensitive- 
ness of the relavs and switches. This was especially desirable 
in systems which included synchronous converting machinery. 
He did not share the author's regard for the induction relay, 
as he had found it to be subject to the troubles of all instru- 
ments using jewels and pivots. and in addition. the time 
calibration was liable to alter, due te the maznetising action 
of the alternating field produced under short-circuit condi- 
tions. The example chosen to illustrate the author's view 
that biasing was valueless did not represent practical con- 
ditions. Unbalancing of 5 per cent. could never be tolerated, 
and it was generally quite easy to balance within 0.5 ner 
cent. Hiasing to that extent was quite satisfactory. The 
biasing problema. was closely analogous to that of compensat- 
Ing Induction watt-hour meters. In these instruments, if 
the design was sound a fair degree of accuracy could be 
obtained without the use of compensating devices, and using 


these the accuracy could be very high indeed. On the other 
hand, if the meter was bad to begin with no amount of 
compensation could do it much good. In general, the 
methods of protection proposed by the author might be in— 
teresting to existing undertakings where special provisions 
could not readily be made, but he thought that much more 
general methods should be adopted in new systems. The 
schemes proposed by Whitaker and M'Coll seemed to him to 
be worthy of the closest investigation 1n this respect. 

Mr. A. E. М'`Сом, did not see how any reasonable degree of 
protection combined with continuity of supply was possible on 
complicated systems without the use of special conductors, Пе 
did not mean to say that the author’s methods would not 
find application on large systems, but he did not think they 
represented a general solution of the problem. In dealing 
with the protection of independent feeders, leakage relays 
were advocated in conjunction with overload relays. The 
author had omitted all mention of combined leakage and 
unsymmetrical loading devices, which gave instantaneous pro- 
tection against faults between any two phases in addition to 
earth faults. A number of devices had been developed for 
this purpose, and these should find a ready field of applica- 
tion to the cases of individual feeders and isolated rotary 
plant. The author advocated delaying the action of overload 
relays so that on a short circuit between phases the energy 
of the system might be partially dissipated before the switch 
was culled upon to interrupt the circuit. This was given as 
a good feature of the overload relay. The speaker thought 
it a distinet failing. He had always held that there was a 
field for an overload relay having a double characteristic, t.e., 
a definite or partially inverse time function up to a point, 
and bevond that the relay to be instantaneous 1n action. 
One such relay had been put on the market by a certain 
manufacturer, but he was not at all convinced that the 
mechanical features of the device were satisfactory. Tt was 
a simple matter to install devices which would operate with 
faults irrespective of their location; it was a different matter, 
however. to make them discriminate. correctly on a large 
and complicated distribution system, and this was where the 
systems of protection which employed. pilot wires and speci- 
ally constructed cables scored. He agreed. that separate 
current transformers should be emploved for operating the 
protective gear and measuring instruments. On the score 
of economy. some manufacturers were putting two secondary 
windings on one magnetic core, one winding for the protec- 
tive-gear circuits, and the other for instruments. It might 
be well to sound a note of warning with regard to such. an 
arrangement. It was not safe to interrupt the protective 
gear circuits especially where the balanced current system 
was emploved, and, moreover, it was cqually disastrous. to 
break the instrument circuits where transformers with double 
secondaries were employed. In this case it simply meant 
that if one winding was broken the other winding carried 
double current. For parallel-feeder protection the author 
advocated the emplovment of overload and leakage relays 
for the end adjacent to the source of supply. It seemed to 
the speaker that this parallel feeder arrangement might 
be fully protected be employing. interlocked discriminating 
relavs, Which gave instantaneous protection, either with faults 
to earth or between phases. The only difference was that 
lower values of resistance were required for the neutral earth, 
Time lags for leakage relays on parallel feeders should not 
be necessary. Tle admired the ingenious arrangement of the 
author to obtain a flat characteristic for the relay down to 
fairly low potentials across the pressure cotl The speaker 
had obtained somewhat similar results with reactive type 
relays without the compensating winding. Transformers pro- 
tected hy Merz-Price gear should not he disconnected by the 
charging current when switched into cement. This could be 
taken care of by simple means without resorting to fre- 
shunted relavs. Tle agreed with regard to the good features 
inherent in devices operating on the biased principle. When 
the biasing action was performed by a coll of the open 
plunger type whose pull would increase roughly as the square 
of the current. the operating torque for the relay was given 
bv two quantities which might move in diverse directions 
under severe emergeney conditions. Tt seemed. therefore, 
that the bias might increase under these conditions to a value 
which was actually unsafe. Tle was in agreement with the 
author on the best connection to be adopted for reverse relays, 
and should say that апу other than that advocated was dis- 
tinctly unsafe. Пе did not agree that the reverse relay in 
its usual form was the best means of protecting generators 
and transformers. The reverse relav to be operated demanded 
а plurality of plant on the bus-bars to «ve. the necessary 
reverse flow. Tt was eqnally necessary that the protective 
device should operate in the case of a fault even should there 
he no reverse flow possible. Systems of generator protection 
had recently been developed which employed directional relavs 
and which combined fhe functions of the differential system 
with the usual characteristics of the reverse current relave. 
This svstein was on the market now, and particulars should 
soon be available. He was in agreement with regard to 
earthing the neutral through resistance. If pure reactance 
was employed the phase shift with faults to ground might 
be sufficient to render the reverse relavs on the faultv feeder 
of a pair of parallel feeders inoperative. With the author's 
schedule of minimnm current in the earthing resistances he 
did not agree, particularly so in the case referring to parallel 
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feeder protection. If they wished to have any discrimination 
between the relays at the power supply end sufficient to 
bring out the switch of the faulty feeder first, they must pass 
through the earthing resistance something more than twice 
the full load of the feeders. 

Mr. E. Seppon, considering the short-circuit currents pos- 
sible with the very large circuit currents used to-day, asked 
if it would not be better first to limit the flow of current by 
quickly opening a circuit breaker across which would be con- 
nected a reactance, and afterwards disconnect the faulty 
circuit by a second switch placed next to the bus-bars. This 
switch would also operate direct on single-phase leakage. 
This entailed two oil switches in series, but with such an 
arrangement they might be able to get something like stan- 
dard switchgear. For independent feeders, he agreed with 
the author that leakage protection was the best arrangement 
of present-day practice, except that he preferred the fuse- 
shunted solenoid to mechanical movement of dashpots. As 
to the protection of closed feeders, the best arrangement 
was to protect all closed fecders independently of any other 
feeder, which could be done either by Merz-Price or split con- 
ductor protection. The latter was preferable in all but very 
short feeders. The author referred to the high voltage being 
induced in exciter windings. Пе had experienced this on one 
or two oceasions, and considered the practice of adjusting 
exciter brushes when a turbo set was on load was to be con- 
demned unless an insulated stool was provided. 

Mr. A. P. Ropertsoxn agreed with bringing about the 
opening of the circuit as early ах possible if there was any 
fault, and he thought they. should concentrate upon getting 
a maximum speed of opening with a system where there was 
а lot of synchronous machinery. 

Mr. HeNRIKER described the fuse tine limit as the most 
satisfactory of all. He suggested 5 per cent. of normal F.L. 
current as a reasonable carth fault which could be left on a 
system. Te considered that the two most important factors 
were maintenance of continuity of supply and the reasonable 
assurance that a faulty section would be cut out. 


STANDARDISATION RULES FOR ELECTRICAL 
MACHINERY. 


At Birmingham, on February lth, an informal discussion 
took place on the British Electrical Standard Specification 
No. 72 before the Soutn-MIDLAND CENTRE of the INSTITUTION 
or ELecTRICAL EN GIN HRS. Mr. А. R. Everest, NM. I. E. E., 
opened the discussion, of which an abstract follows :— 

Mr. A. R. Everest said that following a long period of 
enforced inactivity due to war conditions, the International 
Electrotechnical Commission had resumed its activities, and 
as a result, many of the essential points which were still 
unsettled in the I. E. C. rules had been settled, and the first 
volume was in the printers bands. The general plan was 
that the I.E.C. rules should establish the essential principles 
as internationally agreed, the various countries. participating 
then each preparing its own set of national rules embodying 
the principles laid down by the T.E.C., and a new edition 
of the British Standardisation Rules, E. S. C. 72, would be 
undertaken in the immediate future. It was now well known 
that a machine when given the “ British Standard ” con- 
tinuous rating, was rated for the highest load which it could 
arry for an unlimited period without exceeding the limits 
of temperature-rixe allowed by the rules. There had been 
much misconception regarding the feasibility of allowing a 
machine so rated to take overloads in excess of its rating. 
The I. E. C. rules were now so worded as to show clearly 
that the rating was a test rating, for comparison purposes, 
and with regard te service conditions, the only limitation 
found in the rules was that the machine should not be sub- 
jected to any loads which caused it to acquire а temperature- 
rise higher than that allowed under the test condition. Clearly 
a machine when starting cold could take a very. considerable 
overload while still keeping within this limit. but un- 
doubtedly there were dangers associated with very excessive 
overloads. Against these dangers there appeared to be at 
present no safeguard in the British rules, which imposed no 
restriction on overload except in terms of tenmiperature-rise, 
It appeared, desirable, therefore, that there should be, an 
agreed limit to the magnitude of the sustained overload 
ty which a standard machine might be subjected. With re- 
card to momentary overloads, the I. I. G. rules now re- 
counised that when the overload peaks in service exceeded 
the values agreed as suitable limits for a standard machine, 
such service would demand а special machine with a special 
kind of rating. In the case of a standard machine, therefore, 
it would appear desirable to establish recognised Tinits to the 
magnitude of both the sustained and momentary overloads. 
For this purpose it had been suggested that a sustained 
overioad af 23 per cent; tor halt an deur shonid be recognised 
for all motors not sinslier than 5 as Elis was subject to 
the rule that the standard temperature-rise must not be 
exceeded, but it was considered that the need for such over- 
load margin occurred chiefly when a cold motor was starting 
coll machinery, With regard to short-time ratings, the 
method of rating provided in the rules corresponded with that 


Which had been the general practice for some time past. The 
Brion Standard rating (with its associated limit ot tei- 
perature-rise) was, by the rules, suitable for use in connection 
with cooling air of a temperature not exceeding 40 deg. C. 
(104 deg. К.) as & maximum. The need for additional ratings 
suitable for use under tropical conditions on the other hand, 
had been discussed. It was proposed to establish a tropical 
rating with an appropriate higher limit to the maximum ten- 
perature of cooling air. With regard to machines intended 
lor cool countries, it was pointed out that these when used 
indoors were generally working under conditions. not very 
different from those m temperate countries, and it was re- 
commended that no special modifications should be made 
lor such cases. hose unusual cases in which a machine 
would certainly be required to operate always under abnorin- 
ally-low cooling conditions should be regarded as quite special, 
and designs made accordingly. The general rule for all such 
special designs would be that when tested under rated load 
the temperature-rise should be such that when added to the 
temperature of the cooling conditions contemplated, the 
highest temperature obtained must not exceed the limits of 
total temperature indicated in the rules. Another feature 
of considerable interest was the method recognised for mea- 
suring: temperatures. The requirements of the earlier editions 
of the rues, that. temperature-rise measurements of field 
colls and similar windings should always be by the resist- 
ance method, had been regarded as nipracticable, particularly 
regarding small machines produced in large numbers. This 
objection had been met in later editions of the rules by per- 
untting these measurements to be made by thermometer 
alone, provided that readings so obtained were consistent 
with the limits assigned to the теммапсе method, as shown 
by complete tests taken on a few typical machines. There 
Was a strong feeling that for turbo-alternators, and for other 
large and nnportant. machines, the temperature-rise should 
be determined from measurements made by embedded temi- 
perature detectors built into the machine at points so selected 
as to give indication of the internal temperature. The last 
(1917) edition of the British Standardisation Rules, No. 72. 
recognised. the advantage of these devices, but the I. E. C. 
had not as vet formulated detinite rules. It had submitted 
for the consideration of the British and other national com- 
mittees a proposal on the following lines :— 

“ That for the acceptance tests of large rotating machines 
the temperature should be measured by the embedded. tem- 
perature detector method for parts where this method would 
be applicable." 

It was not considered that the method would be applicable 
to any moving parts, but that it would be applied to windings 
in slots on the stationary part of а machine, the embedded 
temperature detectors being placed between coil and adjacent 
slot wall, and between coil and coil in the slot, in each case 
being outside the coil insulation. (The insertion of embedded 
temperature detectors within the insulation of the coil, ad- 
jacent. to the copper, was not considered feasible for commer- 
cial tests on account of the risks involved, such measurements 
belonging essentially to research tests.) The proposal was 
that this method of temperature measurement should be 
emploved for the stationary windings of machines meeting 
the foregoing conditions when such machines were wound for 
nore than 2,000. volts, or were rated for an output exceeding 
750 K. V. A., or if the stator cores exceeded 20 in. axial length. 
The proposal contemplated that the method also might be 
apphed to the windings of large transformers, provided this 
was specified in the contract. The recognition of this method 
of teniperature measurement for the acceptance tests involved 
also the establishment of limits proper for the temperatures 
when so measured, and the British Conmmittee was arranging 
to collect evidence with a view to forming conclusions upon 
this important point. There was little that was essentially 
new in connection with high-pressure tests: while the one 
minute test still remamed as the standard, suggestions had 
been made regarding the desirability of substituting one or 
more briefer tests of higher value, allowing time between 
such tests for the insulating material to return to its normal 
condition. 

Dr. M. Kaun said that Mr. Everest’s notes cleared up a 
number of controversial points and foreshadowed a revised 
edition, Which contamed several important improvements. 
It would be of considerable help if, together with the new 
rules, a complete series of explanatory notes of the various 
regulations and recommendations could be issued. The pre- 
cent rules did not contain any standard tests which were 
necessary. to ascertain. whether electrical machinery com- 
plied with the guarantees and specifications given in een- 
neetion with if. This referred more particularly to efficleney 
and power factor, which could be determined in various 
wave. Standard margins whieh could be allowed in connec- 
tion with these guarantees conld alo be embodied in the 
rules on the lines of. the recomendations of the B. E. X. М.А. 
The proposed extension of the roles for temperature measure: 
ments on large generators be thermo couples or resistance 
cals Was a step an. the М dire tion. In large modern 
turbo-alternators, Where the eddy current loss in the stater 
conductors was reduced bv suitable means, the temperature 
gradient between eonductors of a two laver winding was 
small, and if a temperature detector was inserted between 
the top and bottom coil of sich windings, it would indicate 
the temperature rise of the conductors pretty closely, althouch 
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it was not in direct contact with the copper. Alternatively 
puch detectors micht be placed between the coil and the 
wood or Hbre wedge closing the top ot the siot. As the 
heat conductivity of the wedge was low the temperature 
gradient between the copper und outside of the insulating 
tube was not appreciable at that point. И the neutral of 
the alternator was earthed a few detectors conid be inserted 
inside the mica tube close to the copper conductors in the 
coils Which were direct connected to the neutral point, where 
the voltage to earth was 1n consequence low. ‘he readings 
obtained on. these detectors could be compared with the 
readings of detectors placed outside the insulating tubes for 
comparison and the leads of these detectors could then be 
cut off where they came out of the stator coil if that ap- 
peared desirable. The questions arising in connection with 
self-starting synchronous motors deserved. greater. attention. 
In clause 6 of the rules the starting torque required and the 
starting current which could be allowed were omitted. from 
the lists of information required with inquires for such 
machinery. Clause 93 did not. nenten that the pressure 
induced in the rotor windings entirely depended on the pres- 
sure applied. to the stator terminals. when starting. df a 
eertain ratio of this pressure to the full stator voltize had 
been assumed this ratio should be given woth directions how 
the test pressures were to be altered in case a dierent ratio 
was employed, In clause 93 (%) a rough division wes made 
in two classes of tors of exciter pressures above and below 
299 volts. X further grading of test pressures depending 
on the exciter voltage seemed appropriate. 

Mr. H. W. Pastor thought that British engineers might 
fod it. “шй at first to appreciate the mew method of 
rating, but he thought it should be borne in mind. that 
Inasinuch as the conditions under which motors were used 
varied widely, and as the number of cases im which a machine 
was required. to exert. a continuous elfort were few, any 
method of rating might be considered as a nominal one, on 
Which the maehine might be tested. lt was proposed to 
standardise the inlet temperature as 40 aes. C. kor British 
work, but it would seem that this Namme was rather con— 
servative, With regard to the rating of large machinery 
(more particularly of large turbo generators), he believed jt 
would be the custom in the future for purchasers of such 
machines to specity, first, the actual inlet temperature with 
Which the machines were expected to operate, and secondly, 
that under these conditions the maximum internal tempera- 
tures should not exceed those specified. by the International 
Standardisation Rules. In this way the purchaser would 
not be expending an unnecessary. atnount of money on a 
large machine rated on a standardised inlet teiiperature 
Which was higher than his own nornnal conditons. Tem- 
perature detectors, however, would be installed in such 
machines, so that the maxnmun load on them could be 
graduated to temperature variations froni the normal. In 
tropical climates, the use of a wet air filter helped consider- 
ably in reducing the initia]. temperature at whieh the arr 
entered the machine. Advantage nught be taken of this 
fact by operating engineers in Чебин the inlet tem- 
peratures at Which such machines would nonnaliv operate. 

Mr. R. Okssrrici thought that one of the advantages of 
the new rating would be in connection with machines which 
were not likely to require an overload marsin, such as fans, 
compressors, Ке. In ull such cases it would be possible to 
select a machine which would work at the maximum load 
required, and it would, therefore, work with a considerably 
higher eftieieney than was usual at present. Apart from 
this, in the case of Ac. motors, the power factor would. be 
considerably increased, as the motor would. be Jess likely 
to work under-loaded than at present. The standard fre- 
tener was 20 cles: in view of the fact that two very 
large industrial districts in this countiyv were supplied. with 
power at 25 cveles and that simular Jarze supplies were 
established in Canada and Australia, it seemed desirable to 
consider the adoption. of 25 eveles as a second. standard fre- 
queney. ‘The standard pressures for poe. motors did not in- 
clude 550 velts; as a large number of moters were continually 
required for traction systeins, it seemed desirable that this 
additional pressure should be meluded. The short-tiue rating 
had eiven rise to several inisnnderstandings; as there was no 
explination how this rating could be used in practice. "The 
wording of clause 29, concerning the duration of temperature 
tests for machines with continnous rating, appeared: some- 
what doubtful. and it was suveesfed that, in order to reduce 
the duratton of the test, a temperature. gradient should be 
stated of, savy I des; €. ner hour, and that when this was 
reached, the test could be fint-hed by making an allowance 
for the additional temperature. Jt atpeared desirable. that 
besides the trequeneyv the output of the generator used for 
the pressure test should be given. The items snecified to be 
given on every nameplate were so numerous that it would 
he difficult to accommodate. them on a nameplate of reason- 
able size. 

Mr. А. T. Bartnrer ssid that the crecfiention was remark- 
ably complete: he was glad to see that there was no mention 
ef the pernicious “лир test. The understood that it 
had heen verv deliberately decided to allow no tolerance in 
the matter of temnerature rise, but he did not agree with 
this. There were errors of observation in measuring tem- 
peratures whieh were abvavs present even when such testa 
were made under laboratory conditions. He agreed with 
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Mr. Everest concerning the importance of an international 
Specification as helping international trade. Another reason 
lor such d specication was that it would become the only 
specilication. and thus free designers from having to deal 
With faney Specifications. Lhe specification was not intended 
to mut 1n any way the actual duty a machine had to pertoriu. 

Mr. E. J. hires sud that according to the rules, motors 
for intermittent. work had a short. tune rating of either one 
hour or 50 1n1inutes for temperature, and were to be capable 
ol withstanding on test lor oU seconds a torque 100) per cent. 
In excess. of that corresponding to their snort-tine rating. 
lhe dinculty o£ лми a tune for a continuous run at full 
load, Wielt should. give the ваше teniperature. rise as the 
миле load on ài1teriittent runs, was evident. "Thirty minutes 
Was too long for à continuous run for small motors on loads 
Which they could. carry satisfactorily on intermittent. work 
With lung tune of two or three minutes. A short time 
rating? of 15 nunutes appeared to cover all cases of crane 
motors used di. practice. For the increased toad, which a 
tam motor coud carry on a -nunute rating, as compared 
With its load on а Mute rating, there would be a large 
Increase in the temperature gradient between the copper 
wnes and adjacent parts of the motor, but it the temperature 
of the armature and held windings was determined from 
the inerease of resistance, there seemed no objection to a 
“Ноте rating of £5 minutes or even less. Presumably a 
test under short-rating conditions would not be repeated before 
the motor had time to cool down to atinospheric teinperature. 

Mr... №. Joseren endorsed. the remark of Dr. Kahn that it 
would be of considerable utiliuy И the specification in its final 
form included sowe standard of etheiency for motors. He 
suggested tale Gf etfieieneres for varying sizes of D.C. and 
Ac. machines. dle thought it eseatnal that stress should 
be laid on the necessity for the name plate showing the rotor 
cement ob spen motors, and he would add, the field 
current of all p.c. miaclunes. 

Mri, Ie. Gio TAKE MAN said it was not clear why commutators 
ated slip rings were only allowed a maxnnmn temperature of 
ün des Cl) while the maximum permissible temperature for 
nuca Was E des. C. With regard to field coils, the maximum 
actual temperature was 105 deg. C., and the maximum tem- 
peiatare by restetance U5 des. C. ‘Lhe difference took into 
account the fact thet the mean temperature rise was measured 
by resistance, and he would like to know af it allowed for 
the deepest cous met with in practice; 10 deg. О, difference 
seemed rather bigh for the ordinary. thin coils on large 
machines. In the dist of particulars to be given when order- 
mns gusehndnes rotary converters were omitted. 

Xr. M le. Bvecest, in reply, said he would see that Dr. 
Kahn's suggestion regarding the free use of explanatory notes 
in the new edition of the rules should reach the proper 
quarters. Waith reference to the suggested introduction of 
cinbedded temperature detectors within. the inculating tube and 
adjacent to the copper conductors, it was doubtful whether 
sneh methods опен ever to be admitted for the commercial 
tests to whieh the Standardisation Rules essentially applied. 
With regard to the suggestion that the subject of test pres- 
sures for the field windings of svnehronous motors needed 
further consideration and sub-division, the clause in question 
was the result of much careful consideration both by the 
BB. L.. A. II. X. and the Rating Committee, but any further con- 
sidered recommendations from the В.Е.А.М.А. would receive 
everv attention. Several considerations seemed to be involved 
in the suggestion that by utilising embedded temperature de- 
tectors in service, the cutout of a large taurbo-generator might 
he controlled with reference to the maximum permissible 
linit of temperature. In tropical countries the air when ‘at 
the highest. temperature was frequently at. the same time 
highly saturated with moisture. so that little reduction in 
the temperature of the cooling air would result at such times 
from the nse of the wet filter. With regard to increased 
output to be obtained in winter tune. it must be remembered 
that the output available from the prime mover was, at most, 
only a few per cent. greater. in winter than in summer, 
therefore it was not easy to see how any larger increase in 
ontout of the generator made possible by abnormally low 
termpernture could be utilised. — Better attention given to 
the selection of motors. with respect to duty required was 
certainly desirable. Regarding the short-time rating. that 
was a rating established for test purposes in which a specified 
load was applied to a machine for a specified time, starting 
cold. Machines rated in that wav were employed. particu- 
larly on intermittent service, and it was necessary that for 
any particular service a short-time rating should be selected 
vhieh was thermally equivalent. £20 saye the same tempera- 
ture rise as the intermittent Toad of service conditions. When 
a customer did not know from past experience which rating 
was suited to his particular service, the engincer-salesman 
should be able to advise. Possibly some explanatory note 
which would be of assistance might be added to the rules. 
Regarding the duration of temperature tests for machines 
with eontinnoug rating, the present rule assumed that the 
shape af the temperature curve would be pootted and its 
ultimate value thereby predicted. X note exolanatory to 
the rule might be of assistanee in this matter. He was glad 
to hear the remarks regarding the assistance which might 
be expected in international trade bv the adoption of an 
internationally agreed basis of test rating. The temperature 
limits given in the International Rules were expressly defined 
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as being themselves the " maximum values ”; hence, if a 
tolerance was to be emploved it must be based on such lower 
value that with the tolerance added the * maximum”? was 
not exceeded. Referring again to the short-time ratings and 
the suggested addition of a 15-minute rating to the standards 
recognised, if the makers agreed to its desirabihty there 
should be little difficulty with regard to its recognition. A 
table of standard efficiencies for various sizes of A.c. and 
p.c. machines was a matter which was largely in the hands 
of the makers themselves. If they were to agree upon the 
values of the efficiency suitable for the purpose, such lists 
might be usefully included in the rules. It was expected that 
the revised British Rules would embody a clause recently 
introduced into the International Rules, Which perinitted 
commutator temperatures higher than the usual limits, sub- 
ject to special guarantees which were to be given regarding 
the performance. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Srrron-Jones, O'DrtL AND 
SisPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, W, High Holborn, London, W. C. I. 


Токо. ** Device for suspension. of glass illuminating bowls from clectric- 
lamp holders." C. II. Barker. March 29th, 


9,08). *'' Electrically-heated incubator." W. J. ANDERSON. Match 29th, 


9,089. * Circuiteonducting means for electeicillvy-operated. apparatus. within 
gimnbal-supported: casing, Хе.” R. I.. Davis and KR. D. ` MEICALFE. 
March 29th. 

9. n. Receiving circuits,’ 
States, January Sth, 1916.) 

9,103. '* Device for tilting shades of electric lamps.“ W. J. MARKHAM. 
March 29th. 

9,107. Electric ovens.” C. II. I. in. March 29th, 

9.127. Automatic signaller for wireless telegraphy and telephony." R. E. 
Gray. March 29th, 

9,141. '* Electric switches.” 


t Westreks Evecrkie Co. March 29th, (United 


P. Кевыькт. March 29th, 


9. 165. Antiseptic telephone mouthpiece attachment.” A. T. 
March 30th. 

9,180. '* Means for obtaining electricity: from the atmosphere. and uses for 
the same.” II. Gover-Terner. March th. 

9.221. Electric heating and cooking apparatus. J. J. J. M. Kas. 
March 30th. 

9.222. Oscillation generators.” 
(United States, June Ist, 1915.) 

9.223. Electrical transmission systems,’ 
30th. (United, States, May 18th. 1914.) 

9,225. “Telephone systems.) AC romane Trrernone  Maxeracrening Co. 
March 30th. (United States, May 28th, 1919.) 

9.236. Manufacture of incandescent: fins.“ MW'ESTIN HU SE Lawr Со, 
March 30th. (United States, April 3rd, 1919.) 

9.2.38. Protective apparatus for multi-phase altesnatinj-current circuits,“ 
Mirkorocitan-Vickieks ELrEcrkcAaL Со. March 30th. (United States, April 
éth, 1919.) 

W251. “ Electrolytic deposition. of. iron and treatment of deposits." 11. 
Lovecock and T. Pky & SON. March 30th. 


HCICHINSON. 


WESTERN Evtetric Co. March Soth. 


, 


Western Enecrric Co. March 


, 


9,261. Morse-tapping instruments.” J. II. Hansen. March ЗІМ. 


9.273. “Flectric switches to prevent starting of — internal-combustion 
engines.“ R. E. А. Aners and. W. II. Briscoe & Со, March Зм. 


9.271. Means for clectrically detecting or estimating: dissolved matter or 
impurities in water, &c." . W. Emesos. March dist. 

9,326. *' Electric transmission stems.“ WESTERN Err Co. March 
Bise (United States, February Ist, ISIS.) 

W337. 8S Electrical биље. A. II. 
March ЗІМ. 

9.41. Processes and e Is for 
salts М. \\нры мах. March Sist 

9.345. Varning field. strength of electric machines, 
Wirk. March йм. (Germans, April 26th, 1917.) 

8.346, “Control oof Arti stremath of machines.” 
SCHUCKERTWERAE. March Bist. (Germans, June 7th. 1917.) 


NI VXN III. and FP. ике р. 
electrolytic decomposition of alkaline 
SIEMENS. ScHUCKERT- 


ЕЛЫ SILMENS 


9347. Terminal and sparking phig tester." J. Dates and E. I. Ss. 
March 31st. 
9252, '* Proteetise devices for electric circuits and apparatus," Нин 


Tuossos-Hovsyos Co (General Electric Cow. March. Sst. 

9.373. „ Fittings for electric? was, Nei lighting ” А, G. Braver and Tur 
SEN Ecken ua Co., March et. 

9.381. Electro imagini tic 
March 31. 

9.436. '* E herinionic relays or ampli is" 6. UN Marame. Ар] 1м, 


indic tion mironeters; J. М. Forn, 


98,537. Electrolytic rectifiers’ H. Lasinen., April Ist. 

9.118. Propulsion ol 
Клмокти. April lst. 

9.445. “Electrolytic treatment of ores containing zine, Хе. 
Ziwe Со. April Ist. (Australia, April 4th. 1919.) 

N. 46. Electrical indicators.” Beis L.M. ERS MANUFACTURING 
Co. and W. М. Crown. April Ht. 

9.152. '' Cooling electrical apparatus," G. Sener. April fst. 


elestrically-propellsl— vehicles or Паш” K. 


ee 


ELECTROLYTIC 


9. 136. t Means for carving off heat generated in cdlectrical apparatus.’ 
G. SeHROEDER. April Ist. 

2.450, '' Dxsname-clectrié machines, 46. AL Joti and Tap METROPOLITAN- 
Vickers FircinicaL Co. April 121. 

9. 183. Compound anode for electro-pliting and method of making same.’ 
С. R. Drax. April Ist. (United. States, December 12th, 1917.) 
киен Tuowsos-HovcsroN. Co. and 


, 


1. 7. Maginetoselectrie Machines. 
A.P. Yone. April Ist. 

MER Sparking plugs for ocreanetors, es А, 
(roto April Га, PHS) 

9.406. Self-supoorting induction coils," Dr Forest RDO TEE ON 
AND Teceakarn Co. April Ist. (United States. April ath, 1919. 


sex. April ].t. 


9.519. Lighting-rmiagnetas for сус Ar." Soc. ANOS. LX Macstto 


Berce. April let. (Bulgtum, October 2nd, 1919.) 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1918. 


10,455. II.. CI EC- OO, PROCESS FOR KEMOVING WATER FROM MATERIALS, 
El kiro Osmose Akt, Ges. (Graf Schwerin. Ges.). October Wih, 1917. 
(135,817). 

КЛО. AUTOMATIC REGULATING (SYSTEMS FOR  DANAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES, 
British Thomson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co.) November Sth, 1918. 
(139, .J.) 

20,759. MAGNEIO IGNITION SYSTEMS. 
August Jlst, 1918. (132,222. 

21,831. ELECTRIC FURNACES. E. Fenton. June. 2lst, 1919. (139,843.) 

1919. 

1.464. Evectric rekminacs. G. J. Parker and G. . Parker. January 2th, 
1919. (139,549.) 

2,361. ELECTRIC IAN suckers. G. Frankel. January 30th. 1919. (139,855. 

3. 158. TELEPHONE INSTRUMENTS, 
February 8h, 1919. (139, 861.) 

3,835. METHODS OF USING THREE-ELECTRODE IONIC) TUBES, — AUPLICARLE. FOR 
WIKELESS TELEGKAPHY AND OTHER ruRPoses, L. B. Turner. February 17th, 
W 

4,709. ALTERNATING CURRENT LIMITING APPARAIUS. S. Salto. February 28th, 
1918. (123, 706.) 

4.791. CIRCUITS OF INCANDESCENT Lames. A. II. Railings and C. C. Garrard. 
February 26th, 1919. (139, 876.) 

5. 119. HEATING BY ELECTRICAL MEANS AND TO ANY DESIKED TEMPERATURE METAL 
KINGS OR BANDS OF ANY SHAPE OR. SIZE. II. S. Binos. Mach Ist, Ш. 
(I. ). LI.) 

ti, 624. STEP-BY-STEP MECHANISM FOR FLECTRIC MOTOR-SEURTERS. A. II. Railing, 
C. €. Garratd and W. Wilson, March. Lith, 1919. (139, 889.) 

GRO. TROLLEY HEADS. OF ELECTRIC TKAMCARS AND THE Like. R. J. Clarke. 
March llth, 1919. (139,590.) 

7,032. CONNECTING DEVICES FOR  ELECERIC CIKCUITS. Remy 
April 22nd, 1918. (125,943) 

7. 181. Еске м, SWITCHES. J. W. 
22nd, 1919. (J., MUT.) 

TOOT, AUTOMATIC SWITCHING APPARATUS FOR TELEPHONE FANCHANGE SYSTEMS. 
Western. Electric Co. (Western ‘Electric Co.). March 25th, 1919. (139, 900.) 

B. 286. HOLDERS FOR WIRELESS. PETECTING. CRYSTALS. W. P. Thompson (V. 
J. Brochard). April 2nd, 1919. (139,906) 

K. (Am. CABLE CONDUITS FOR. ELECTRIC. TRAVELLING CRANES. C. 
S. II. Hey wood & Со. April oth, 1919. (139,913) 

8,863, Riukosrats., F. C. Curtis. Anil sth, 1919. (139,315.) 

9.281. Atv TOMATIC WEEDING — DEVICES, British 
(General Eletric Co.). April llth, 1919. (139,919) 

10,065. SrakkKING T UG. W. G. Clayton. April 22nd, 1919. (139,930) 

11.427. CABLES FOR ELECTRICAL MACHINES ADAPTED TO RE COILED AND UN- 
comp. Electro-Apeacultur, Aktiebolaget. June 7th, 1218. (1Ш7,817.) 

14,111. PurtirasiNGó. ALUMINIUM. OR ITS ALLOYS FOR ELECTRO PLATING, 
Cunoingham, June gth, 1919. (033,967.) 

14,680, Erecrkic suites. R. I.. Murray and Telephone. Manufacturing 
Co. June 10th, 1919. (13%, 972.) 

14.776. EL ke ORIOALLY-HEATED LAUNDRY E :ONS, rF. 
June IIth, 1919. (139,973.) 

15.312. METHODS OF INDEKFOTLY COUPLING A RADIO-EFLEGRAFHIC. ANTENNA TO A 
HIGH-FREQUENCY ALVEKNATOR, March loth, 1918. (128,575.) 


Compagnie Generale de Magnetos. 


Western. Electric Co. and V. Amberg. 


еспе Co. 


Haran and H. €. Toħeld. March 


L. Browne and 


Thomson-Houston Со. 


H. D. 


Angell and H. Angell. 


17.22. ELECIKICAL. SIGNALLING APPARATUS. M. J. Railing and J. J. V. 
Connoughton. July IIth, 1919. (L39,994.) 
ІМЮ, SPARRING PLUG. FOR  INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES, E. Piquerez, 


Devemtber loth, 1918. (136,7 .) 


The А.С. Commutator Motor. — The А.С. commutator 
motor in its various forms has been developed principally 
for the purpose of obtaining adjustable or variable speeds. 
In general, control of speed with the А.С. induction motor 
linphes variable or adjustable frequency in some form, and 
this, in turn, involves a commutator of some type. In con- 
sequence, the problem of commutating А.С. usually goes 
hand-in-hand with that of speed control. The sinplest 
method, according to the author of a paper on this subject 
in the Journal of the American I. E. E. for March, 1025, for 
viewing both the e. and P.C. commutating problenis, is to 
consider primarily. the actual E.M.F.'5. short-circuited by the 
brushes, and the resistance in the short-circuited paths, ie., 
the problem is largely one of the permissible amount of sbort- 
ciremt current. In the p.c. machine the E.M.F. short circuited 
by the brushes is that generated by rotation of the short- 
cirenited armature coils in the armature and external field 
fluxes. In the same way, in the A., commutator motor, there 
їз an E.M.F. due to the armature flux or field, as in the D.C. 
machine, and in addition there are other E.M.r.'s due to the 
primary or field fluxes. The latter may be classified ав 
primary rotational and transformer E.M.F.'s. One limitation 
in the design of А.С. commutator motors, in general, is that 
these rotational and transformer FALE.’s are often. larger in 
decree than the kM.. due to the armature flux. However, 
the author contends that the commutation problem in А.С. 
motors is the same ag for be. when all E.M.F.’s are taken 
into account. The major part of the paper covers the con- 
sideration of the different E.M.F.'s which should be taken 
into account in the various types of a.c. commutator motors. 
and it is shown in a general way that the b.. pb.'s involved in 
speed control also appear in the commutation problem. In 
the latter part of the paper certain general conditions of 
commutation and brush operation are treated, and some 
figures are given for comparison ot А.С. and D.C. commutat- 
ing limits. 
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SMALL TURNED PARTS and CASTINGS 


‘for ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. | 
A. MORTON, 
6, Tenby Street North, Birmingham. 
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No. 2,213. 


PROFIT-SHARING AND LABOUR 
CO-PARTNERSHIP. 


THE Intelligence and Statistics Department of the Ministry 
of Labour has just published a report of 244 pages, bringing 
the available information on this subject down to 1919, the 
last previous report having been issued by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade in 1912. 

At October 31st, 1919, the number of schemes in exist- 
ence was 182, representing some quarter. of a million 
employed persons. The total number of schemes known to 
have been started was 380, one of which dated from 1829, 
while all the rest had begun since 1865. More than half 
have been brought to an end, and the average life of the 
abandoned schemes was about 8} years. Of the existing 
Schemes, only 36 were inaugurated before 1901, and 95 have 
commenced since the beginning of 1911. "The average life 
of the schemes now in existence, excluding 29 started during 
1919, is about 14 years. 

Considered in detail, the report shows that there are very 
great variations in the numbers of,schemes started from 
year to year ; and it is stated that it is difficult to correlate 
these variations with the fluctuations which occur with 
greater or less regularity in other industrial statistics. 
From time to time profit-sharing attracts considerable 
interest, and great energy is displayed in the devising and 
inauguration of schemes, then activity dies down, and very 
little is done for several years. The present time is one in 
which attention is focussed on profit-sharing as a means by 
which it is hoped that the identity of the interests of capital 
and of labour may be more fully recognised by all sides, and 
the legitimate claims of those concerned may be satisfied. 

There can, we think, be little doubt in the minds of any 
that considerable progress has been made in the democratisa- 
tion of the outlook of those whose chief concern is with 
capital. Employers realise that they cannot hope to retain 
all the profits of manufacture, trading, or commercial enter- 
prise of any kind, while the manual worker remains a wage- 
slave. There has, in short, been much levelling down. 
Has the levelling up on the part of labour, of which there 
has been some, been commensurate ? 

This is a most difficult question to answer. There is 
undoubtedly a tendency on the part of many manual workers’ 
Trade Unions to demand that by far the greater part of the 
profits shall be distributed in the form of wages. We have 
shown on previous occasions that this tendency is the 
inevitable result of centuries of inadequate remuneration 
and deplorable industrial conditions. The only hope of 
counteracting it is by the education of the mass of workers 
to that point when they become conscious that all those 
concerned in the. industrial problem—capital, labour, 
and management—are mutually interdependent and 
necessary, the one to the other and each to each. When 
this fact is realised, we believe it will appear obvious that 
as all are interested in the results, all must do their utmost 
to attain them ; and it seems to us to follow logically that a 
system of payment by results, or profit-sharing, is the best 
means of bringing this about. 

We know that this has been realised by many of the 
leaders of thought in the labour world, but it is certain 
that among the main body it is regarded with suspicion. 
It is felt that payment by results is bound up with what 
has been called “ scientific management.” Process specifi- 
cations, calling for the performance of a given task in a 
given way in a given time, hour after hour, day after day, 
are considered to be destructive of human initiative and 
enterprise. The man in the works says, in effect: You 
may have, on the capitalist side, great responsibilities, 
enormous issues may depend upon your judgment, and the 
mental strain involved may occasionally be too great to be 
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borne; but the life you lead is of «п altogether different kind 
from ours, the reward you reap is greater, and not one of 
you would change with a typical representative of our- 
selves." The monotony of daily existence leads to the 
demand for such pay as will make it possible for the worker, 
if he wishes, to take a day or two off every week, which means 
that two days’ wages and time produce one day's results. 

It would appear, from the statements advanced on behalf 
of labour, that profit-sharing is opposed because of tle close 
association between the firm and its workpeople, which a 
good scheme must produce. It is feared that those 
workpeople will lose interest in the welfare of their fellows 
in other concerns, and that the solidarity of the Union may, 
in consequence, be imperilled. Profit-sharing based upon 
particular firms, then, is not regarded with favour. The 
attitude of organised labour might possibly be different 
towards a system of profit-sharing based upon a whole 
industry, though recent events in the coal world seemed to 
indicate that a more selfish view existed. It would be very 
much more difficult to administer schemes having whole 
industries for their bases. The difficulty of drawing 
definite boundaries would be great, and a unification of 
interest among competing undertakings and their share- 
holders very much closer than anything existing at present, 
or likely to exist in the near future, would be required. 

Profits depend on the organisation of the undertaking, 
and this is mainly planned and brought into being by the 
employer, though the trained brain worker plays an impor- 
tant part. They also depend on economical buying of the 
materials required in manufacture ; and management, with 
clerical assistance which may or may not be organised, is 
entirely responsible for this part, even in the case of those 
large closed corporations which cover so much ground as to 
be practically self-contained. The sale of the finished pro- 
duct is carried out by the same class of workers, and upon 
efficient selling tactics the profite of any establishment lean 
very heavily. The concern of organised labour—not, as is 
sometimes stated, of the worker, for the aalesmen and 
buyers, the designers, engineers, and shop superintendents 
are all workers—is with manufacture, and labour’s chief 
contribution to profit lies in the avoidance of waste, both in 
time and material. 

Organised labour claims that only in this last province 
can it assist profit-making, and to make the  worker's 
remuneration depend on profits will be to subject him to 
the operation of forces which he cannot direct or control. 
Workers of all classes have experienced the undoubted 
tendency which is manifested in its full evil as completely 
in the electrical industry as in any other, to cut piece-rates, 
assign maximum limite to monetary reward, and generally 
to bring the employé up against a limit. This is strongly 
resented, and it certainly seems that an expanding system 
would be more effective in getting the last ounce out of all 
concerned. If a manager, let us say, received 1 per cent. 
on the first £10,000 of profit, and 2 per cent, on the second 
£10,000, would he not be far more interested in putting 
his whole heart into the advancement of his firm's business 
than if, as is more generally the case, he were to be paid 
} per cent. on the second £10,000? And this is a 
consideration which applies to all grades. 

Profit-sharing, with its logical corollary, a share in 
direction and control, bas prospered more in the gas supply 
industry than in any other, but the Report issued by the 
Ministry of Labour gives a vast amount of detailed 
information relating to every kind of commercial activity. 
On one page alone we find such various walks of life as 
oyster cultivation, printing, tea-blending, paint manufacture, 
farming, and shipbuilding, and these are schemes which 
are in existence at the present time. Equally full 
details, where they are available, are given of the schemes 
which have come to an end, so that information as to what 
defects to avoid may be extracted therefrom. ‘The reasons 
fur the abandonment of the schemes are stated, and we tind 
that in some cases employers were dissatistied, while in 
others employés were apathetic. We should not like to 
suppose that in every case where the employers were dis- 
satisfied it was because the workers received too much, and 
vice versi ; but this was at least a probable cause in many 
instances. Any scheme will be regarded apathetically if it 
produces insignificant results, and any scheme will be 


regarded with suspicion if the means by which the results 
are arrived at are kept secret from those concerned. 

The development of the ideal scheme in every case is a 
difficult business, but we are convinced that it should be 
boldly tackled, and that the present is the right time to 
begin. 


AN exhibition in connection with the 
building trades is now in progress at 
Olympia. It is strongly held in elec- 
trical circles that new buildings should be wired for 
electricity ab initio. Obviously the Building Trades 
Exhibition is the place for exhibits of electrical wiring 
systems, and all kinds of domestic electrical apparatus. 
Consequently the electrical industry, being wide awake and 
enterprising as behoves a comparatively youthful and 
energetic member of the building trades, is fully repre- 
sented and very much in evidence at this exhibition, taking 
advantage of an excellent opportunity to catch the eye of 
the architect and engage the interest of the builder—what ? 
No ?. Ts it possible that the opportunity has been missed ? 
That gas has it all its own way, and that electrical exhibits 
are almost conspicuously absent from such a show ? 

Alas '—it is but too true! While the gas interests 
occupy about а fifth of the floor space, there are not half-a- 
dozen electrical exhibits of wiring and fittings. 

When will the electrical men wake up to the fact that 
tliey must seek and obtain publicity, in the right way, and 
atthe right time? Fifteen electrical stands out of 285 !— 
and many of these, though excellent in themselves, in no 
way connected with the electrical equipment of new 
buildings - not a single exhibit of installation materials or 
wiring methods ! 


The Bailding 
Trades, 


On Monday last the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (Mr. Austen Chamberlain) 
made his Budget statement in the House of Commons. For 
some time past there has been fairly general acknowledgment 
of the necessity for steps to be taken to put the national 
fiaances in a fair way for carrying without unsteadiness 
the terrible burden imposed by the war. On the whole, it 
may be said, the nation was in a mood to stand new taxa- 
tion wherever really necessary for the present in order to 
secure stability, and to promote abroad confidence in 
British credit, Increases in various expenses and taxes 
have been inevitable, and were a foregone conclusion ; for 
example, the higher wages bill of the Post Office has 
rendered changes in postal, telegraph and telephone rates 
necessary unless that department is to be conducted at a 
loss. The Budget is described as a tax on industry, and 
there is good ground for the criticism, though one cannot 
eusily.imagine a practicable alternative. Most of the changes 
seem likely to have a restrictive and restraining influence 
upon trade and industry, and we shall need to watch their 
effect ; but the continuing of the Excess Profits Duty has 
come as а surprise to the industrial world—still more its 
increase from 40 per cent. to 60 per cent. For some reason 
or other the impression had got abroad that because it had 
been so recommended to the Chancellor, the Excess Profits 
Duty was to give place to another form of tax. Instead of 
that, the Duty is retained, and increased, while the suggested 
substitute is to be imposed simultaneously as well, in the 
form of a Corporation Tax—5 per cent. on undivided profits 
of limited companies, concerns with less than £500 having 
exemption. As some sort of solatium, more imaginary 
than real, it may ultimately prove to be, there is to be 
due allowance made for the difference of 20 per cent. if 
any scheme of Capital Levy on war fortunes is brought in 
later in the year. At the moment of going to үг-ѕѕ it 
seems probable tbat the addition to the Excess Profits 
Tax may not be approved, owing to the hostile recep- 
tion accorded to the proposal at Westminster, in the City, 
and in industrial circles generally. Among the welcome 
features of the Budget is the promised relief from double 
Income-Tax within the Empire. It is obvious from the 
statement of the Chancellor that trade and industry will 
have to contribute largely to the return of national financial 
stability. Already the burdens due to industrial conditions 
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are occasioning continual and serions anxiety, and the 
troubles of business men promise to become still heavier. 
Amid all the suggestions, criticisms, and forebodings which 
are in the air at the moment, we can at least hold it certain 
that whatever happens, industry and trade will have to 
make an immense effort if they are going to weather the 
storm and carry on with profit to themselves after they 
have met the claims of the State. 


A NOTEWORTHY event in the German 
electrical engineering industry that has 
been under consideration for several 
months past, is now to take place by the practical amalga- 


mation of two big firms. An official intimation to this 
effect was made last week, when it was announced that the 
directors of the Berlin A.E.G. had decided to issue new 
shares so as to be able to effect an interchange of shares 
with the Felten & Guilleaume Co., of Cologne, and that the 
directors of the latter company had resolved to recommend 
the shareholders to accept the offer. The quotations for 
the shares of the Cologne company have recently risen 
largely, partly on rumours of purchases for foreign account, 
aud partly because of reports of a prospective amalgamation, 
and they stand higher than the shares of the A.E.G. 

It may be recalled that close relations have existed between 
the two companies for a number of years. The first step 
was taken in 1910, when the prosperity of the Cologne 
company was threatened through the absorption of the 
Frankfort works of the Lahmeyer Co. The A.E.G. 
participated in the reconstruction, and took over the 
Frankf 1t works, which, however, was subsequently closed. 
Nhares to the amount of 16,000,000 marks in the F. and G. 
Co. were acquired for the purpose of establishing a 
community of interests, and of these shares slightly 
over 8,000,000 marks are still in the possession of the 
A.E.G. A new period of development then began, and the 
efficiency of the Carlswerk considerably increased in 
intimate co-operation with the Berlin company. 

A new factor in the situation has recently risen through 
a foreign group displaying interest in the Carlswerk. The 
group, the nationality of which is not disclosed, is said to 
have held out the prospect of guaranteeing the supply of 
raw and semi-finished materials to the Cologne company 
provided that the group were given an interest in the latter 
by the acquisition of shares. Negotiations on the question 
are only proceeding slowly, and the result cannot be fore- 
seen. In the meantime, it has been ascertained that shares 
have passed into foreign ownership. Dealing with the 
question of pressure from outside, the official communica- 
tion states that, on the one hand, negotiations would be 
facilitated if there were one big German shareholder capable 
of making binding agreements concerning participation in 
shares, and who, on the other, could form a counterpoise to 
the influence to be exercised. Having regard to this 
economic problem, which not only affects the considerable 
holding of the A.E.G. but also the whole position of the 
Carlswerk, it was considered natural that such close 
relations should be established between the two companies 
also in the matter of capital structure as to be equal to an 
amalgamation. As a consequence, the directors of both 
companies have decided to recommend the shareholdera to 
accept an offer on the basis of an interchange of three 
A. E. G. shares for two shares in the F. and G. Co., which 
will require 75,000,000 marks of the former for the 
50,000,000 marks of the latter. The directors of the 
A.E.G., therefore, propose to increase the company's share 
capital by 100,000,000 marks, the difference between this 
amount and that required to carry out the projected trans- 
action being intended to strengthen the working capital. 

As far as can be understood from the official information, 
the sole object of the scheme is to safeguard the interests of the 
F. and G. Co. from the invasion of foreign capital to such an 
extent as to be able to control the Carlswerk. Yet it would 
have been possible for the directors to have attained this 
object in another way and without surrendering the inde- 
pendence of the company, namely, by the issue of preference 
shares having manifold voting rights, as has been already 
carried out by many companies, and is still being proceeded 
with by others, in order to prevent foreign capitalists from 


A Big German 
Amalgamation. 


taking advantage of the depreciated German currency and 
the state of distress existing in the country. In any case, 
the success of the scheme of absorption, which is not con- 
tingent upon the presentation for interchange of a specified 
minimum number of shares, appears to be assured, as large 
blocks of shares in the F. & G. company are held by the 
directors and their friends. It is, moreover, not improbable 
that the eyes of the A. E. G. are also pointing in the direction 
of further acquisitions in the near future, so as to render the 
company absolutely independent in the matter of all kinds 
of raw and semi-finished materials for manufacturing 
purposes, 


THE strike of employés of the South- 
ampton Electricity Department, of which 
we give further particulars to-day, must 
be regarded as a very regrettable incident. It does not 
relate to wages or conditions of labour, questions in which 
public sympathy might be enlisted; the matter at issue 
is the right of a British citizen to resign from one Trade 
Union and join another Trade Union. 

On the strength of that question—a dispute between 
Unions, in no way affecting the employers, who in this case 
are the municipality, a section of the State—the employcs 
went on strike without warning, and did their best to 
paralyse the diverse activities of the towaspeople by cutting 
off the public supply of electric light, heat, and power. 
For a short time they were successful, but the engineers, 
with the help of voluntecrs, succeeded in restoring the 
supply, and later new men were engaged, with a firm promise 
of permanency. Several Unions are involved in the strike, 
but the Electrical Trades Union, as usual, is the ringleader. 

The dispute has now shifted to the question of reinstate- 
ment; the Corporation cannot discharge the new men 
without a gross breach of honour, and the certainty that on 
a future occasion its word will not be trusted. 

To sum up the situation, the men struck without 
warning, against the community, on a matter with which 
the community had no concern whatever. ‘Their action was 
inexcusable and entirely unwarranted, being based upon 
a dispute that might, and should, have been settled by a 
friendly conference between the Unions. The strike 
weapon should never be employed save in the last resort. 

[As we go to press, we learn that the strike has been 
settled by the dismissal of the new men, with two months’ 
pay. and the reinstatement of the strikers. ] 


The Southampton 
Strike. 


AS mentioned in a previous issue, 1b 
is proposed to transfer the undertaking of 
the German Transmarine Electricity Co. 
to a Spanish group, which is to issue 
interest bonds and shares in exchange for the ordinary 
shares in the Germany company, and to redeem the latter's 
preference shares at the price of 150 per cent., or a 
premium of 40 per cent. as they are nominally redeemable 
at 110 per cent. But the holders of the loan capital (bonds 
or obligations) appear to be receiving scanty consideration. 
Between 1903 and 1913 the company issued seven series of 
bonds of the nominal value of 120,000,000 marks, and 
according to the last balance-sheet, which refers to the end 
of 1916, bonds for 105,350,000 marks were still in 
circulation, The bonds which are already terminable, 
were issued partly outside Germany, and with the exception 
of the loan of 3,000,000 marks of 1903, which was also 
issued in English currency (£150,000), they are repayable 
in German marks at a premium of 3 per cent. Having 
regard to the enormous depreciation of the mark, consider- 
able concern is being manifested by the holders of the bonds 
both in Germany and Switzerland, in consequence of the 
directors of the German company having given notice to 
redeem all the bonds without delay. If this intention is 
carried into effect, it will imply a heavy loss to the holders ; 
in Switzerland alone the 1,000-mark bond is only worth 
about 80 fr., whereas at one time the capital value was 
1,250 fr. It is, therefore, suggested that in the interest of 
German credit abroad, the bonds should also he taken over 
by the Spanish group, and be redeemed gradually by annual 
drawings, as is customary. 


Investments In 
a German 
Company. 
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THE NEW BAKERLOO ROLLING STOCK. 


(Concluded from page 484.) 


Fig. 7 is an interior view of one of the cars; the 
interior steel panels are painted a dark cream, while 
the ceiling of the arched roof, which is constructed of 
agasote, is enamelled flat white. All unnecessary or- 
namentation is dispensed with, and no roof advertise- 
ments are to be placed inside the cars. The seats 
are upholstered in red and black rep. It will be seen 
from figs. 7 and 10 that strap-hanging is abolished; in 
place of the leather straps, strong vertical wooden bars 
are conveniently placed to give some sort of stability to 
passengers who are compelled to stand, and metal “ grab 
handles” at the seat ends serve the same purpose. Each 


Fig. 7.—INTERIOR OF NEW BAKERLOO COACH. 


person seated is assured of ample room, and comfortable 
elbow rests are provided between the longitudinal seats. 
Hat orlight-luggage racks are fitted for the first time in 
tube railway cars, and below the seats electric heaters 
are installed. 

With regard to ventilation, in addition to the ordinary 
drop lights, an air duct with perforations runs the whole 
length of the car. 'The illumination is by diffused light 
from opal bowls placed in a row along the centre of the 
ceiling, and globe lamps at the shoulder provide for 
passengers who wish to read, as shown in figs. 7 and 10.. 


Milit E: 
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Fic. 8.—INTERIOR OF DRIVER'S САВ. 
т 


All the cars are fitted with emergency electric lights, which 
are supplied from accumulators carried on the motor-cars, 
and arranged in such a manner as to be automatically 
switched into circuit in the event of the main supply failing 
at any time. 

Fig. 8 is an interior view of the driver’s cab, while 
fig. 9 shows the control contactor gear. Figs. 10 and 11 show 
elevations, plan, and sections of the motor and trailer 
cars respectively. 


The train control equipment was supplied by the 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd., and is of the relay- 
automatic type. The normal method of operation with this 
system is to place the controller at once to the full parallel 
position when starting a train. The contactors are then 
picked up in their correct sequence by the current-limiting 
relay, which operates as soon as the motor current has 
dropped to a predetermined value. The relay consists of two 
shunt coils and one main coil. The latter carries current 
equal to that of one motor only. The actuating coils of the 
contactors are energised through one or other of the two 
shunt coils in such a manner that, if one is energised 
through one shunt coil, the next one to close will be 
energised in series with the other shunt coil. The two relay 
shunt coils act on two plungers controlled by gravity. 
Each plunger, when in its lower position, closes a disk 
switch in geries with the other shunt coil ; but when raised, 


due to its coil being energised, opens this switch. Thus, 


when one of the plungers is raised, the shunt coil, acting on 
the other, cannot be energised because of the break in the 
circuit produced by the above-mentioned switch, but 
although it is the control current that raises the plunger, so 
as to produce this break, it is the current passing through 
the main coil which maintains the break, and the plunger 
is not released until this current has dropped to the pre- 
determined value. Then the plunger falls and closes the 


FIG. 9.—TRAIN CONTROL CONTACTORS. 


switch which completes the circuit for the next contactor 
coil to be energised. 

The principle underlying the method of control adopted 
in connection with the current-limiting relay is that, after 
a contactor has been picked up, as described above, its coil 
is immediately transferred, by means of interlocks, to 
another wire. "There are thus essentially two operating 
wires, the picking-up wire and the retaining wire, although 
other wires are introduced for forward and reverse running, 
circuit-breaker setting, &c. As there are no main bus 
lines down the train, a potential relay is fitted on each 
motor car, which drops all contactors on that car when the 
shoes lose current. This is necessary, because when no 
current passes through the main coil of the current- 
limiting relay, it ceases to exercise its control over the rate 
of picking-up of contactors. 

The controller has four forward points and two reverse 
(serles only), of which Nos. 2 and 4 are running points, 
where all resistance is cut out. A useful provision in the 
control is that, if, in the course of the automatic notching 
up, the controller handle is brought back to the first or 
third notch, as the case may be, the automatic closing of 
contactors is stopped, but those already closed are kept up. 

The working of the safety button on the controller 
handle differs from the London Electric Railway standard 
in that the safety button cannot be released, except when 
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the handle is at the off position. If, however, the handle 
itself be let go, it flies back to the off position, when current 
is instantly cut off, and the brakes are applied throughout 
the train. 

Another safety device, which is now part of the standard 
L.E.R. equipment, is the control circuit governor. By 
interrupting the control circuits this device preventa the 
train being driven forward, unless the main pipe of the 
Westinghouse brake is char ed with air and the trip-cock is 
cut in. 

Each motor-car is fitted with two G. E. 212 motors of 
240 H. P. each, which are geared for a free running speed of 
from 40 to 45 M. P. II. 

In conclusion, our thanks are due to Mr. A. R. McCallum 
for providing us with an opportunity to inspect the new 
stock, and also for the loan of photographs and drawings 
from which the above illustrations were reproduced. 


THE BUILDING TRADES EXHIBITION. 


Іт is exactly 25 years ago since the first building exhibi- 
tion was held at the Royal Agricultural Hall, London ; in 
1907 it was transferred to Olympia, where it has since been 
held biennially up to the year 1913. The present 
Exhibition, which was opened at Olympia on April 10th, 
and closes to-morrow, is the first purely technical one of 
its kind entirely devoted to the building trade, to be held 
since the outbreak of war, and the promoters have succeeded 
in assembling a fine collection of materials and plant. The 
Exhibition is, therefore, of more than usual interest. А 
party of French gentlemen interested in ouilding, and 
particularly in refractory goods, was to come to London to 
attend the Exhibition, and afterwards a conference of French 
and British manufacturers on refractory goods was to be 
held. A number of visits and conferences of associations 
and societies interested in building were arranged to take 
place during the period the Exhibition remains open. 

Although the exhibits are of much interest, there is very 
little of an electrical nature to be seen ; only on some 15 out 
of a total of nearly 255 stands are electrical goods exhibited. 
In what follows, a brief description of these exhibits is 
given, but nothing new was noticed, most of the exhibits 
having been shown at other recent exhibitions. 


THE TiTAN Lirr Co., Lrp., London, has on view a five-floor, 
push-button lift machine of the drum type suitab!e for carrying 
four passengers: a service lift suitable for loads of 1 cwt., also 
push-button controlled, and V-sheave type four and six-passenyer 
machines arranged for push-button or car-switch control. 

Messrs, MANN, EGERTON & Co., LTD., London, show sclf- 
contained sets for lighting, cooking, and heating, in country 
houses, both by electricity and by the Wiilett " air-gas system. 

Messrs. R. A. Lister & Co., LTD., Dursley, also show an electric 
lighting and power plant suitable for farms, country houses. Х:., 
of the automatic type, having a capacity of 1 KW. at a pressure of 
55 volts, Various sizes of petrol and oil enzines, as well as a single 
ram pump driven by a 2-H. p. petrol engine are also included in this 
exhibit. 

THE RAWLPLUG Co., LTD., London, has on view patent fibre 
plugs which are used for fixing screws into any sort of material ; 
the plugs require no skilled handling, nor do they damage th: 
surrounding material, and they are invisible when in position. ‘Lhe 
exhibit, which attracted well-merited attention at other recent 
exhibitions, includes excellent specimens of work in all classes of 
materials, Frequent demonstrations of the uses of rawlplugs aid 
the advantages over the usual method of obtaining a fixture are 
given. 

TAE METROPOLITAN-VICKERS ELECTRICAL Co, Lro., Ma“. 
chester, shows a selection of domestic electric heating and cooki 7 
devices, as well as electric fans, switches and metallic-filamen 
lamps. A selection of porcelain insulators of various types and 
sizes i8 alao shown. 

Messrs, PETTERS. LTD.. AND VICKERS PETTERS, LTD.. Yeovil. 
exhibit an electric lighting set, consisting of au internal com- 
bustion engine couple lto a 2 5-KW. Metropo.itan-Vickers dynamo, 
generating at a pressure of 50 volts. The set starts on a small 
quantity of petrol. changing over automatically to paraffin, on 
which it runs at low fuel costs. 

Messrs. BUILDING PRODUCTS, Lrp, London.—This firm's 
apec‘alities are interesting to the engineering, as well as to the 
architectural, profession. " Rigifix’’ bolt-hanger sockets and 
slotted inserts are used for embedding in reinforced concrete beams 
and columns for the purpose of attaching mechanical equipment 
without the necessity of cutting into the finished concrete, 
Specimens of various types and fittings and photographs. also 


miscellaneous specialities connected with reinforced concrete 
construction, are shown. 


THE STURTEVANT ENGINEERING Co., LTD., London.—This 
exhibit consists of electrically-driven turbine vacuum cleaning 
plant for large and small buildings; ventilating plant and fans; 
and a 0°5-H.P. portable turbo-electric suction cleaner, with a small 
power consumption for work done. 


Messrs. F. & C. OSLER, LTD., Birmingham, exhibit aléctriG 
lighting fittings in wrought and cast metals, English alabaster, 
and cut crystal glass, in classic styles, suitable for use in domestic, 
ecclesiastical, and public buildings. 

MEssRs. Wavaoop-OrIs, LTD, London, have an electric 
passenger lift working to convey visitors up to, and down from, 
the rallery. The lift is arranged for dual control—by car switch 
with an attendant in the car, and automatically without an 
attendant, by push-buttons in the car. A change-over switch is 
fitted to the car, which is of up-to-date design and construction of 
steel and glass. The wrought-iron enclosure work illustrates one 
of the many designs that can be arranged, and two different forms 
of position-indicators are shown. An “‘electroil” lift, consisting 
of a direct-acting ram beneath the platform, operated by a patent 
oil pump which is coupled to an electric motor and electrically 
controlled. is also shown, together with working models of different 
types of lifts and a number of accessories. 


Messrs. HOLOPHANE, LTD., London, exhibit lighting fittings 
and glassware, including standard reflectors in all sizea; these 
prismatic reflectors are made in types giving extensive, intensive, 
and focusing light distribution to suit varying heights of build- 
ings. Reflector bowla and prismatic glassware in four sizes, and 
giving a strong, soft downward light; semi-indirect units 
designed for decorative and diff usive effects; "concealed" pris- 
matic shop window reflectors: a new design of reflector-refractor 
for interior lighting, employing a combination of reflective and 
refracting properties ; and street lighting refractors. a two-piece 
enclosing bowl designed to give lateral light distribution, and 
having a smooth surface both inside and out to facilitate cleaning, 
are also to be seen on this stand. 

Messrs. MARRYAT & Scott, LTD., London, show a complete 
electric service lift in operation, the control being effected by 
momentary pressure on suitably marked buttons. Safety in opera- 
tion is assured by several fitments. A standard passenger lift car 
is exhibited to demonstrate the action of the safety gear, which 
device, in the event of stretching or failure of the lifting ropes. 
automatically operates and sustains the load by gripping the guide 
runners. The car is shown fully loaded аза supported by the gear. 
A line of standard controlling equipment is also shown. 

MEssRs. BRITISH ELECTRIC VEHICLES, LTD., Churchtown. South- 
port, show electric battery industrial trucks and an accumulator 
locomotive similar to those that have been described in our pages 
from time to time. The trucks are manufactured in five different 
standard patterns and capacities, in addition to being built to meet 
special requirements when 80 desired. The locomotives are manu- 
factured to suit any rail gauge, and to haul 10, 20, and 50 to 75 
tons each. 

CARRON CoMPANY, of Carron, Stirlingshire, has a fine show of 
heating stoves and cooking ranges, heated by both coal and gas as 
well as by electricity. A considerable space has been set apart forthe 
exhibition of a selection of the firm's well-known electric heating 
and cooking apparatus, which comprises cookers, grills, fish fryers, 
hot-plates, electric kettles, irons, and glue pots. There are, in 
addition, several models of electric fires in various finishes, and the 
manner in which electric fires can ba attractively fitted to existing 
chimney breasts ie effectively shown in one typical example in the 
form of a complete electric fireplace. 

Messes, UNDERWOOD (MANCHESTER), LTD, of Manchester.— 
On this stand is exhibited the well-known “ moonstone " illuminat- 
iog glassware, which is of Canadian manufacture throughout, 
consisting of lighting units for indirect lighting. It is neither 
Opaque nor transparent, but is between the two, and when lighted 
exhibits a uniform luminous appearance, diffusing the light ina 
manner very restful to the eyes. It is claimed that in passing 
tarough the glassware the light loses very little of ita illuminating 
power, and is not coloured in the slightest degree. A large variety 
of table standards, &c., together with an instantaneous electric 
water-heater are also to be seen. 

Messrs, ALLOY WELDING PROCESSES, Lro, London, exhibit 
samples of structural steel work, in which the joints are welded 
instead of being riveted, аз is usual practice. Samples of tramway 
rail welding and other work carried out by the A.W.P. process, and 
different types of electrodes, are also on view. 


Emigration of Workmen from U.S.A.— Recent reports 
show that workers are leaving the United States at the rate of 
1,000 aday. Most of them that emigrate will not come back, and 
few will come to replace them. Wholesale emigration of this kind 
will harm industry, lessen production. The electrical industry will 
suffer in proportion to the others. But this very thing, in a way, 
may prove helpful to the industry, a3 it will result in renewed 
activity in search for. and invention of, labour-saving devices, and 
in new applications of the use of electrical energy. Developments 
during the war period proved that electricity, through its numerous 
applieations. replaced in some measure the loss of man-power in 
the industrial world. It did it then, and it can do it now if a real 
phortage of man-power results from the heavy tide of emigration, 
Electrical Reriew, Chicago. 
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THE 


By C. W. MARSHALL, 


THE following is an outline of the principal characteristics 
of current transformers used for operating aiternating- 
current instruments, such as relays, ammeters, and watt- 
meters. The subject is dealt with from the standpoint of 
the user. 

Engineers responsible for the constructional side of 
switchboard work generally look on instrument transformers 
as a necessary evil, and their requirements are that the 
primary windings should have as few turns as possible, and 
that the sectional area of copper and the insulation used 
should be very liberal. In many cases it is specified that 
single-bar primaries only are allowable. The reason for 
this attitude is that transformers with multiple-turn 
primaries are liable to break down between turns in the 
case of potential surges, and to act as fuses during the 


FIG. 1.—GENERAL DIAGRAM. 
Vector Diagrams for Current Transformer. 


enormous rushes of current which pass through them when 
faults occur. These points are specially important on 
systems of large k. v. A. capacity, and the only note that 
need be made on them is that, although the secondary 
winding is almost as important as the primary, it is very 
seldom mentioned in specifications. On _ low-tension 
systems, open-t transformers are used; but on high- 
tension systems they must be enclosed and insulated with oil 
or “compound.” The latter type is much superior, as it 
requires less supervision and is far easier to keep clean. 


The testing engineer for whom accuracy is the essential 
point wants a transformer in which the seconaary current 
is an exact reproduction on a reduced scale of the primary 
current. It is a fairly easy matter to fultil this require- 
ment so far as numerical ratio is concerned, and at the 
same time to satisfy the constructional features mentioned 
above. To be a true reproduction, however, it is necessary 
that the reversed secondary current should be exactly in 
phase with the primary, and this can only be the case when 
there are many primary ampere-turns. 

As the importance of this aspect of the subject is 
extremely great, an outline of the elementary features of the 
current transformer will not be out of place, although it 
has already been exhaustively dealt with. 

In fig. 1 the notation is as below :— 


т, — Primary current, n = turn ratio. (Secondary turns — 
primary turns). 

I, —Secondary current. 

Im —Magnetising current. 

E,— Secondary induced E. M. p. 

т, — Secondary terminal E. M. F. 

ф — Phase angle of transformer. 


The essential purpose of the diagram is to show what 
determines the transformation ratio 1,/1, and the phase angle 
ф (the angle between the primary and reversed secondary 
current vectors). The diagram is drawn in the following 
steps :— 

1. Draw О F, to represent the secondary terminal voltage 
= secondary current (I,) x secondary load impedance. 

2. Draw 01, to represent the secondary current in 
magnitude and direction. | 

з. Draw E, E, parallel to 12, representing the voltage 
drop in the secondary winding. This gives ок, the 
secondary induced k. M. r. 


Fia. 2.—DIAGRAM FOR NON - IN DOUCTIVE LOADS. 


CURRENT TRANSFORMER. 


B.Sc. 


— = 


4. OF perpendicular to 0 E, through 0 represents the flux 
in the core of the transformer. 

5. OI, drawn slightly in advance of the flux vector 
represents the magnetising current. 

6. n I, + In gives От, the primary current. 


The load on the secondary is generally almost non- 
inductive, and the ratio and phase angle may be approxi- 
mately determined from— 


jf, = 2 + Yat, I' = power component of Im. 

and tan Ф == 1“ n I,) I' = wattless „, er 

These equations can readily be verified by a perusal of 
fig. 2. The deduction to be made from them is that both 
ratio and phase angle are directly dependent on the 
magnetising current and accordingly on the ampere-turns 


CURRENT 


POTENTIAL 


€ r, Current transformer under test; w, and w,, Wattmeters. 


Еа. 3.— TEST TO ILLUSTRATE EFFECTS OF PHASE ANGLE. 


of the windings. It is also clear from the diagrams that 
the reversed secondary current is in advance of the primary 
current by а small angle referred to above as the “ phase 
angle of the transformer.” The importance of this angle 
lies in its effect on the indications of power and energy 
meters used in conjunction with transformers. On lagging 
loads the effect of the phase angle error is to increase the 
instrument reading and on leading loads the converse holds. 
To give readers an idea of the numerical values of the ratio 
and phase angle variations with different types of trans- 
formers graphs have been drawn, showing the variations of 
these for two transformers, one being of very high quality, 
while the other is of the ordinary commercial grade. These 
are shown in fig. 4. Instead of plotting ratios directly, it 
was thought preferable to plot percentage errors in secondary 


Commercial Transformer, Standard Transformer, 


Fr... OF RATIO VARIATIONS 


* ERROR IN 1 
i 


DEGREES 


— 6 volt-ampere loading; ---- 25 volt ampere loading, both non-inductive. 


Fid. 4.—COMPARISON BETWEEN CURRENT TRANSFORMERS. 


current, so that a positive error should mean that the con- 
nected instrument would read high. It will be noted that 
the ratio of the standard transformer with a load of 5 volt- 
amperes was constant within 1/1000 from full load to tenth 
load current. 

A simple experiment, which shows the great importance of 
„phase angle in power measurement, consists in making 
a comparison between the readings of a good total current 
wattmeter and one whose current coil is supplied from a 
current transformer (preferably one with bad phase-angle 
characteristics). The scheme of connections is shown in 
fig. 3. The current aud potential circuits are supplied from 
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separate sources which can be varied in phase with respect 
to each other. If the volt-ampere load оп the two watt- 
meters i8 kept constant, and if their readings are varied by 
changing the phase relationship between the current and 
potential, the effect of the current transformer phase angle 
will be shown very clearly. Fig. 5 shows the results of 
such a test on a 500/5 current transformer, with a bar type 
primary. - It will be seen that on low power factors, the 
errors are very large, and that under ordinary conditions 
(lagging loads) they will be positive, ?.e., the wattmeter 
connected to the transformer will read high. The ratio of 
the transformer tested was almost exactly correct at 5 V.A. 
load, and was approximately 2 per cent. wrong (secondary 


25 
Ф 
- 
л 


& ERROR IN WATTMETER READIN; 


4 
25 V A. 
*4 + 2 3 4 5 a 


è 6 7 „а -9 1 
POWER FACTOR 


Fic. 5.—ErrEgcT oF Power FACTOR ON PHASE-ANGLE ERRORS. 


current low) at 25 v.a., hence it may be said that ratio 
tests by ammeters are almost valueless. 

The final message of these notes is to emphasise the fact 
that phase-angle is of vital importance in power and energy 
measurements, and that ratio testa should be made by means 
of wattmeters rather than ammeters. 
well known to all engineers engaged in instrument testing 
on a large scale, but it is hoped that the information given 
may be usefal to others less fortunately placed as regards 
testing equipment. It may also help to persuade the few 
reactionary managers who remain, that it is in their own 
interests to provide sound testing apparatus for their 
assistants. Those who wish to pursue the subject further 
will find the following articles of interest :— 

1. Instrument Transformers. Chapter XII of ** Electrical 
Measurements," by F. A. Laws. 

2. A Study of the Current Transformer. P. U. Agnew. 
Reprint No. 164. Bulletin of the Bureau of Standards. 

3. The Selection of Current Transformers. N. W. 
Lofvengren. British Westinghouse (razelte, Vol. III, p. 584. 

Nos. 1 and 2 treat the subject in detail, and give 
extensive bibliographies. 

No. 3 is extremely readable, and is strongly recom- 
mended. 


THE INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL 


COMMISSION. 


AS mentioned in our last issue, meetings of the Advisory 
Committees of the I. E. C. were held in Brussels from March 
27th to 815% inclusive. 

In addition to the secretaries, about 35 delegates were 
present from eight different countries, the British representa- 
tives being: Major K. Edzseumbe, Messrs. A. R. Everest, 
A. J. Stubbs, C. Rodgers, W. B. Woodhouse, C. H. Word- 
Ingham, C. B. E., and C. C. Wharton. 

Rating.—The first volume of the LE.C. Rating Rules for 
electrical machinery for machines not exceeding 5,000. volts, 
750 K. V. A. rated output, and 50 сш. in length axially, had 
been previously approved for issue; this meeting therefore 
devoted most of its time to the consideration of questions 
Which would apply to larger machines. It was agreed to 
recommend that the dielectric tests given for sinall machines 
should apply also to Jarge machines. with the exception of 
turbo-alternators. With regard to the latter, the French 
Committee's proposals that the high-voltage tests should be 
Increased were referred to the National Committees for con- 
sideration. The use of embedded temperature detectors for 
the acceptance tests of electrical machinery was again dis- 
cussed: and whilst it was generally agreed that these should 
be used in the case of large machines, there was still a verv 
considerable difference of opinion as to the limit above which 


This, of course, is 


the use of this method of measurement should be compulsory, 
and the question will need further consideration. The Amen- 
can Committee recommended the use of embedded teinperature 
detectors for all rotating machines larger than those dealt 
with in Vol. 1 of the I. E. C. rules, whereas the British Com- 
mittee proposed their compulsory use for acceptance tests only 
for turbo-generators and sinmlar machines over 5,000 K. v. A., 
whatever the voltage and cure length, and for other rotating 
machines over 90 cin. core length, whatever the K.v.a. and 
voltage, or over 65 cm. core length, if over 6,000 volts, what- 
ever the k. v. A. With regard to the terminal markings given 
in appendix l of the I. E. C. rules, it was not agreed to re- 
commend these for adoption, as the American Committee 
pointed out that it was undesirable to fix terminal markings 
for transformers until terminal markings for motor and control 
apparatus had been settled; the American Committee was 
invited to forward a specific recommendation on this point. 

Graphical Symbols.—The British delegates submitted the 
Bntish list of graphical symbols which had been prepared, 
but not vet issued. ‘Fhis list had been based on the proposals 
received from the Italian National Committee, the B. E. A. M. A., 
and many other sources, and many of them were adopted 
for recommendation to the National Committees for acceptance 
internationally. 

Nomenclaturc.— The work on nomenclature which had been 
suspended during the war was commenced. ‘The general 
principles upon which the work should be developed were 
discussed, and it was decided to prepare an international elec- 
trotechnical vocabulary taking into consideration all the exist- 
Ing national vocabularies, each National Committee to add 
a translation of the definitions in its own language in a 
national edition. The vocabulary should be compiled so as 
to include a definition of the word in English and French, and 
in such а way that there would be no difficulty in finding, 
either in the vocabulary or in an appendix, the equivalent 
words in the various other languages. It was felt that it 
would not be possible in the official publications to extend 
beyond the official languages of the I.E.C., namely, English 
and French. In order to hasten the work, a sub-committee 
Was appointed consisting of one delegate from each of eight 
countries, and a meeting of this sub-committee is to be held 
at Zurich in June. 

A recommendation proposed by M. Paul Janet was accepted 
for reference to the National Committees, to the effect that 
it was very desirable that the National Committees should 
exercise in their respective countries a moral influence to 
prevent or to stop the formulation of electrotechnical terms, 
definitions, and symbols which would ultimately present a 
serious obstacle to international agreement. 

Standard Pressures.— The Advisory Committee on Standard 
Pressures for Insulators considered various proposals which 
had been submitted bv the National Committees, and finally 
forinulated a series of standard high pressures together with 
the proposals for the high-pressure test in each case. These 
proposals will be submitted to the various National Com- 
mittees for their consideration. 

It is proposed to hold the next meeting of these committees 
in Paris in November. 

A report of each of the meetings, giving the proposals in 
detail, will be available very shortly. 


— wm oar awna eee 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 6 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Chelmsford Street Lighting Contract. 


As the Press has drawn attention to the fact that Chelins- 
ford has decided to revert to the use of gas for street lighting 
of the borough, I would ask you to publish this letter explain- 
Ing our view of the case. 

The streets of Chelmsford have been lighted. by electricity 
for over 30 years. It has been stated that Chelinsford was 
the first town in the United Kingdom to use electricity. ex- 
clusively for street lighting. My. recollection of the matter 
is that Fareham was lighted in this way a few months before 
Chelinsford. There is no doubt, however, that Chelmsford 
was one of the pioneers, and it has always maintained its 
position in the electrical world. The = old-established firm 
of Crompton & Co. is still pre-eminent in the manufacture of 
electrical machinery, and in more recent years Marconi's wire- 
less telegraph works have, by their establishment at Chelms- 
ford, associated the town with another branch of the electrical 
Industry. 

The contract under which we carried out the street lighting 
at Chehnsford came to an end on March 31st last, and it was 
not renewed, as our tender for a new contract was not 
accepted, 

In 1914 the main street of the town was lighted by tame 
are lamps, the other streets bv meins of J.. Incandescent 
lamps except for a few which were lighted by gas. 

Our tender which was refused provided that we should 
light the main street by means of watt lamps taking the 
вате amount of energy as the pre war аге lamps, and for this 
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we tendered the pre-war price. For the other streets we 
tendered at an incrase of 59 per cent., i.e., £5 instead of З 
guineas per lamp per annum. These prices are, surely, a 
moderate increase In view of the changed circumstances with 
regard to the cost of material and labour. 

We have not been told why our tender was refused, but 
we understand that the gas lighting scheme shows a saving 
on the rates we put forward. 

The Chelinsford Gas Co. was some years ago taken over 
by the Chelmsford Corporation, and the rate of 8s. 5d. per 
1,000 cu. ft. charged by the Gas Co. in 1914 has now been 
increased to 5s. 7d., an increase of 64 per cent. 

In the past we secured the street lighting in competition 
with gas; it would appear, therefore, that it is proposed to 
provide gas for street lighting purposes much below the 
present price to the general public; moreover, it will, of 
course, be necessary to provide gas lighting equipment for 
all the streets, and at present prices. 

We can quite understand that having acquired the gas 
works the Corporation of Chelmsford is desirous of providing 
its own strect lighting, but would like to take this opportunity 
of pointing out that its decision cannot have been influenced 
by any unreasonable demand on our part. 


K. Moncrieff, 
Managing Director, 
London, E.C. The Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd. 


April 17th, 1920. 


Electrical Appliances in Bathrooms. 


With reference to your article in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
of the 16th inst., is it not a fact that switches in bathrooms 
are the most frequent cause of electric shocks? If contractors 
would only use a high-grade rotary switch, all-china switch 
with china dolly, or, as an alternative, place all switches at 
about ceiling level controlled by strings, this would avoid 
trouble and would not unduly increase the cost of installation. 
For wiring I favour lead-covered cable and sealing-in boxes. 


Electrician. 
April 14th, 1920. 


Capitalists All. 


Your interesting article boiled down means what has often 
been suggested before, viz., that workmen shall share in the 
profits as they increase, as the shareholders do. Good. But 
what about when the profits decrease? 

F. Perceval. 


Manchester, April 13th, 1920. 


[It is not our article. The author deals with the point in 
the concluding instalment to-day.—Eps. ELEO. Rev.] 


Electric Japanning Ovens. 


I was much interested in reading your notes re electric 
japanning ovens. Perhaps you would consider the following 
experience with electric stoving of equal importance to your 
readers, and worthy of space in your next issue. 

It is over eight years since my emplovers installed a battery 
of nine varnish stoves for stoving varnished printed tin 
sheets. These stoves were heated by gas, and the temperature 
of each stove was from 180 deg. C. to 290 deg. C., according 
to the class of work being stoved. ‘The size of each stove is 
18 ft. deep, 6 ft. wide, and 6 ft. high. 

In 1913 I converted four of these gas stoves for electric 
stoving, and I am more than satisfied with the results. Since 
these four stoves were converted I have been able completely 
to shut down the remaining five gas stoves, and we are able 
to get through more work, in the same time, with four electric 
stoves than was possible with the whole nine gas stoves. 

Comparing the actual cost of electricity against gas, we 
find that the cost of gas per 1,000 sheets stoved is 10 per cent. 
less than that of electricity. The advantages of electric stov- 
ing are chiefly :— 

Greatly increased output. 

No fear of explosion. 

Easv to control. 

Purer atmosphere, and 

Much better work turned out. 

There may be other users of electricity in this country for 
the same class of work, but I have not up to the present 


heard of any. 
Alfred Rider, A.M.I.E.E. 
Hull, 
April 15th, 1920. 


The Commercial Efficiency of Fuel. 


I am somewhat surprised that you repeat your statement 
that in the discussion in Birmingham the case of electricity 
was not adequately presented, in view of my pointing out 
that the report on which you admittedly based your conclu— 
sions is an unperfect one. 

It was not possible, I think, for an adequate report to be 
put in the Press unless very much more space had been given. 
For example, T myself spoke, I believe, for as long as any of 
the other speakers, and vet the report of my remarks was 
suppressed altogether. This is probably my own fault, as 


owing to pressure of work I did nof prepare & typewritten 
copy of my speech, and I do not make any complaint about 
it not being reported, but I certainlv feel that the other 
speakers and I have a just cause for complaint of your action 
m making the statements you have without being fully in- 
formed of what took place on the occasion of the debate in 


C. C. Garrard. 
Chairman of the South Midland Territorial 
Centre of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers. 


question. 


Witton, Birminghain. 
April 10th, 1920. 


[So far as opinion is concerned, we are entitled, and are 
able, to form our own opinion without assistance. But Dr. 
Garrard assures us that we are not in possession of the facts, 
and that the report, though provided by the authorised 
reporter, and said to have been revised by the speakers, was 
far from representing the discussion. Very well, then; it is 
obviously common ground, that the report of the discussion 
does mot adequately present the case for electricity. We 
accept that position, and the speakers leave the court without 
a stain on their character.—Evs. Бес. Rev.] 


Illicit Commission. 


It is an unfortunate fact that the electrical trade 18 none 
too free of underhand methods, but it is not often that one 
hae experience of so gross a misdemeanour as the following 
letter, which is dated from Walsall, and addressed to this 


firin :— 
Walsall, 
April 15th, 1920. 
Drar Sins, 
I beg to ask you if you will let ine know what com- 
mission you will let me have on all orders for switch gear. 
‚ The orders would be for single, double, and triple pole 
switches ranging from 30 to 150 amperes. Now, if you like 
I will have the orders sent to you by а firm in this town. 
I can assure you they will open an account with you if I 
ask them, for I am in charge of their large electric plant. We 
are always in want of switches, and I had six of your eingle- 
pole switches two years ago, but tnrough another firm, and 
I may say they have been exceedingly good ones. | 
My firm need not know that you would give me commis- 
sion. I should also be glad if you would send lists of your 
switches and other electrical goods vou supply. ' 
Trusting I shall hear from you and your agreement. 


Faithfully yours, 
X. X. XXXXXXX. 
(We refrain from giving the name.) 


The Cantie Switch Co., Ltd. 


Nottingham. 
April 16th, 1920. 


[There is a brazen candour about this proposal which 
compels adiniration—but in no way lessers the iniquity of the 
intention, while it aggravates the inselence of the suggestion 
that the firm would stoop to such practices. Walsall firms 
would do well to search out the writer and prosecute him.— 
Eps. Ерс. REv.] 


The Conjoint Board of Scientific Societies, —The annual 
report for 1919 states that four societies were admitted to 
membership, the. Royal Statistical Society, the Róntgen So- 
ciety, the Illuminating Engineering Society, and the Sur- 
veyors' Institution, bringing the total number of constituent 
bodies up to 57. Three ordinary meetings were held, and 
also a special meeting to consider tue reports of the Com- 
mittees on the Metric System and the Patent Laws. The 
Committee on Water Power, under the chairmanship of Sir 
Dugald Clerk, K.B.E., F.R.S., claim to have stimulated con- 
siderable interest in the subject, and that steps are being 
taken in many parts of the Empire to survey water resources 
for the development of electricity. The report states that 
„During the year a number of applications for advice or 
assistance have reached the committee from various Colonial 
Governments interested in the development of their hydraulic 
resources. ‘These have served to strengthen the opinion of 
the committee, expressed in their first report, that some 
permanent central body is urgently required to co-ordinate, 
advise, collect, and distribute data relating to water powers 
throughont the Empire. In view of this opinion, the com- 
mittee welcome the suggestion to hold an Imperial Conference 
on Water Powers in London during the present summer.“ An 
elaborate report on the advisability or otherwise of the com- 
pulsory adoption of the metric system, dealing boldly with the 
actual practical difficulties confronting the scheme, will be 
published shortly, together with the criticisms of the various 
scientific and technical societies to which it has been sub- 


mitted. 
B 
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LEGAL. 


FACTORY Аст PROSECUTION. 


At Spennymoor (County Durham) Petty Sessions, on April 
13th, Messrs. Coulson & Co., Merrington Lane Ironworks, 
Spennymoor, were charged under the Factory and Workshop 
Act with having neglected to sufficiently earth electric wires 
used in connection with a portable drilling machine. 

Mr. W. Lauper, factory inspector, who prosecuted, stated 
that Joseph Richardson, an employé of the defendant firm, 
received a severe electric shock whilst attending to the 
machine in question, and as a result had been unable for a 
month to follow his employment. The regulations specified 
that the machine should have been sufficiently eart 80 
as to make it impossible for any workman to incur risk from 
8 electric current. Richardson sustained a shock at 230 
volts. 

In the witness-box, RICHARDSON said he was knocked over 
ane nien while attempting to get hold of the machine 

andle. 

Mr. Proup, for the defence, contended that there had been 
no wilful neglect, the firm invariably complying with the 
recommendations of inspectors. 

After & long consultation in private the Bench decided to 
dismiss the case on payment of costs. 

It was stated there would be an appeal against the decision. 


Can SPECIAL SPECIFICATIONS BE CHARGED For? 


In the City of London Court. on April 13th, before Assistant 
Judge Jackson. Mr. Reginald Williams, trading aa Y " Elec- 
trical Installation Co., 4. Creechurch Lane, E.C.. sued the 
Paddington Radical Working Men's Club. Ltd., for 10 guineas 
for services rendered with reference to the electrical installa- 
tion at their premises. Mr. Scott Duckers appeared for the 
defendants. | 

PLAINTIFF said that the club had got out a specification for 
lighting the place with ordinary drop lights. He thoucht a 
special ceiling bowl fitting. if utilised, would cast a reflected 
light from the ceiling and give much more light. That would 
naturally save current. The secretary suggested that he 
(plaintiff) should give the club a special estimate based on 
his idea of the reflected light. The secretary took him round 
to the club, and witness pointed out to the secretary where, 
in his view, the particular lights should be placed. At the 
same time he pointed out the points that had been specified 
in the specification. The secretarv was convinced that the 
lights proposed bv witness would he more effective nnd that 
fewer points would be required. Consequentlv, less current 
wonld be consumed. The secretarv asked him to give the 
club a special specification. and at the same time to specify 
the cost in accordance with the club's own specification. 
Accordingly he sent the club two specifications. and the 
special specification’ took a long time to get out, and involved 
expense in production. The club decided to adopt their 
original specification. notwithstanding the fact that thev had 
asked him for his suggestions in writing. He went to no 
end of trouble in the matter, and went over the clnb premises 
three times. At last he sent a telegram quoting for their 
own specification. They did not even acknowledge his esti- 
mates. and they ultimately turned him down altogether. He 
now claimed the verv moderate fee of 10 guineas for loss of 
time and professional services in the matter. 

Freperick SAM. Morrts. secretary of the club. was called. 
He said that on October Bth the committee decided to have 
some fresh lightine arrangements. and a топо specification 
war drawn up with a view to the club being electrically 
lighted. Thev posted nn a notice on the club’s notice board 
ta the effect that tenders wonld be invited. and as a result 
of that thev received tenders from five firma. The plaintiff 
was one who tendered in common with others. He was not 
asked to effect anv improvement in the club’s specification, 
nor war he asked to do anvthing more than each of the other 
firma who tendered for the work was willing to do. He 
did not emnlov plaintiff professionally to evolve anv new 
scheme of lighting. Witness had no power to pledge the 
club'e credit, nor did he in fact do so. The tenders were 
examined by the clnb's committee. and the tender of Mr. 
Mclellond. who did the work. was accented. Then he 
received a telegram from the plaintiff making a further 
quotation, but the matter having been settled there_was ule 
renlv. | re 

The Assistant Judge was fullv satisfied. that the nlaintiff 
tendered in the same wav ^e the others. and that he had 
made «ome suggestions which, if thev had been adonted, 
micht have improved the licht or not. but that was done on 
plaintiff's awn account. The plaintiff's tender was not ac- 
cepted. and he was clearly of opinion that the nlaintiff had 
no legal claim. Judgment for defendants with costs. 


Pist v. Угсо MAGNETO Со. 


A PARTNERSHIP purchase of Government magnetos gave rise 
to an action heard hv Sir F. Newhold. the newly-anpointed 
Hich Court Official Referer, on the 13th. 14th and 15th April. 
in which Mr. D. V. A. Rist, trading as the Vulco Manufac- 


turing Co., claimed from the Vulco Magneto Co. and Mr. 
H. Rothwell the delivery of 90 magnetos or their value, and 
damages. The original claim was for the delivery of 140 
magnetos, but by order of Mr. Justice McCardie 50 of that 
number had been delivered. 

Mr. Arthur Lawton appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr 
Cartwright Sharp represented the defendants. 

It appeared that in 1917 the Government desired to sell a 
number of magnetos stored at the White City which had 
belonged to the R.A.F. Mr. Rist tendered for them, and 
his tender was accepted. For the purpose of carrying out 
the purchase he entered into partnership with Mr. H. Roth- 
well under the title of the Vulco Magneto Oo., and that 
partnership continued from December 17th, 1917, until No- 
vember 20th, 1918, at which latter date it was dissolved, and 
the business of the defendant firm was afterwards carried 
on by Rothwell in partnership with one S. J. Watson. In 
October, 1918, the defendant firm assigned to the plaintiff 
£990, the whole of their stock of the B.T.H. (British Thom- 
son-Houston), T.B. (Thomson Bennett), and D.U.5 (Bosch) 
magnetos, being 190 in number, comprising 100 D.U.5, 93 
T.B., and 17 B.T.H., with a further 93 T.B. and 17 B.T.H. 
The consideration for the sale was met by & reduction pro 
tanto of a debt then owing by the defendant firm to the 
plaintiff. On the same date the plaintiff assigned to the 
defendant Rothwell for the sum of £110 90 of the magnetoe. 
It was alleged that the defendant had not completed the 
transaction, and that he had wrongfully detained certain of 
the magnetos. It was a term of the sales that Rothwell 
should deliver to the plaintiff within reasonable time, but it 
was alleged that he had failed to do so. and & claim of eome 


4600 was made for non-deliverv. with damages for detention. 


The defendant denied liability. alleging that it was a 
matter of account and counter-claiming against the plaintiff 
for breach of contract. There was also а minor claim by the 
defendant Rothwell for small suma relating to the partnership 
prior to the dissolution amounting in the aggregate to £56. 

After several witnesses had been heard, the Officia] Re- 
feree offered a suggestion as to the nature of the matters in 
dispute, and the desirability of the parties considering 
whether under the circumstances a settlement could not be 
arrived at. 

With this end in view the parties agreed to an adjournment 
of the action for three months. 


HARVEY v. LONDON ELECTRIC RAIL WAY Co. 


In the King’s Bench Division. on April 19th, Mr. Justice 
Roche heard an action brought by Mrs. Kate Harvey, a 
widow, against defendants to recover damages for personal 
injuries sustained by her whilst attempting to board a train 
at Baron'a Court Station on the Piccadily Railway, on 
January 8th, 1919. 

Evidence was given for the defence that the plaintiff at. 
tempted to board the train when the gates had been closed 
and the train had becun to move. 

His Lonpsnir said he accepted the evidence of the plaintiff 
that the gates were not closed when she attempted to board 
the train. and that the train was started when the gates 
were sufficiently open to constitute an invitation to the nlain- 
tiff to follow her daughter into the train. He therefore found 
there was negligence on the part of the company’s servant. 
Judgment was given for the plaintiff, the damages being as- 
sessed at £975, with costs. 


BENNETT v. A.A. ELECTRICAL Co., LTD. 


IN the King's Bench Division, on April 15th. Mr. Justice 
Rowlatt sitting without a jurv had before him an action 
which raised certain complicated issues as to electrical goods 
seized by the sheriff. and as to money garnisheed. The action 
was brought bv a Mr. Bennett against defendant company, 
of Farringdon Road. E.C. 

In giving judgment, his Lordship said the two internleaders 
included goods taken in execution, and the other affected a 
sum of monev garnisheed, and the question was whether the 
execution debtor had not assigned both goods and money to 
the plaintiff in the interpleader issue. Documents had now 
been produced bv which the assignment was clearly made 
on March 27th. 1919. and what the defendants’ execution 
creditors had to make out was tbat those documents were 
not intended between the narties to have any operation at 
all. ко that not only did nothing pass at the time, hut that the 
husiness had ever since heen carried on as the business of 
the execution debtor, or at апу rate the husiness of somebody 
not the nlaintiff nnder the interpleader assignee, because the 
goods which had heen seized and the monev garnisheed 
were not the original subiecta of the assignment, and were 
the assets and monev of the business ла it existed some six 
months later at the date of the execution and the garnishee 
proceedings. Tt was an issue which required a good deal of 
proof on the part of the defendant. Tt required я good deal 
af evidence to make one come to the conclusion that the 
whole thing was а sham and that the business had not he- 
соте the pronerty of the паті, He could not sav the 
position of this business and these assjiynmenta was af all 
clear. Tn fact, he was not certain he had been told all about 
it, or that he knew exactly what the position was. The 
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businese was carried on in & very odd and informal and 
elementary way in several respects. In the first place, the 
business of Williams, the assignor, was very largely in the 
hands of a manager. He seemed to be a man who knew 
rather more about the business than Mr. Williams himself. 
He guaranteed the purchase, and even guaranteed the bank- 
ing account, and when the assigninent was executed he re- 
mained on as manager under the assignee. He had some 
business interest аз a creditor in it, and he was to receive 
a considerable portion of the moneys from the assigned. It 
might be that he continued on in the service of the assignee 
in order that he might see that the business earned what he 
was going to get out of the assignment. With regard to 
the transfer of the assets, it was clear that there were a 
number of lighting accessories, largely including batteries, 
but the assignee never seemed to have had any proper valua- 
tion made, but judged what he thought they were worth in a 
rough-and-ready sort of way. There was no evidence that 
the assignor had ever had any beneficial interest in what 
was to be made out of it in a business sense. He had to be 
paid certain sums, but they were fixed sums provided for, 
and there was no hint that he had received any sum which 
corresponded with that which was actually made out of the 
business. He could not maintain the defendants’ position in 
this interpleader, as he (his Lordship) felt he had not got to 
the bottom of the transaction. Under the circumstances he 
must hold that the plaintiff succeeded in both the ‘inter- 
pleaders, and must give judgment for him with coste. 


LINDSELL v. PAIGNTON ELECTRIC LicHT Co., LTD. 


Mn. JUSTICE BAILHACHE, on April 13th, delivered the judg- 
ment of the Divisional Court of the King’s Bench in the 
case of Lindsell v. Paignton Electric Light Co., Ltd., heard 
on January 23rd, which was an appeal from the judgment 
of the County Court Judge of Paignton. raising the question 
whether electricity supplied to a kinema could be charged 
for as for power or ав for lighting purposes. 

Mr. Justice Bailhache, in giving judgment, said the ques- 
tion to be decided is whether certain electrical energy supplied 
to the respondent is to be charged at the lower rate, as he 


contends, or at the higher rate, as the appellante contend. 
The learned judge has decided in favour of the respondent. 

The electrical energy in question is used except as to a 
small part of it for making light in the are lantern, and the 
dispute as between the parties has arisen because the electrical 
energy so used passes through & transformer or rotary con- 
verter. The transformer receives the energy at а pressure 
of 440 volts, and passes it out to the arc lamp at & pressure 
of 60 volts. No new energy is created. The ваше energy that 
is supplied by the appellants from their generating station 
reaches the arc lamp, but at a reduced pressure. The appel- 
lants, therefore, supply electricity for the defendant’s arc 
lamp. Is the electricity used for light or for power? I 
think for light. The learned judge has found otherwise. The 
contract is, I think, plain enough, although there may be 
room for doubt in a given case whether in point of fact 
energy supplied is used for light or for power. He further 
seems to restrict the word lighting to such light as would 
enable the respondent to pursue the ordinary habits and 
purposes of life. I must respectfully differ. The light used 
in showing films can only, I think, be described as light, and 
is not the less light than the light of a reading lamp. The 
chief reason for the decision of the judge below was, I think, 
to be found in the sentence " one must look at the primary 
use of the introduction of the energy to the machine, and not 
to the ultimate result, to see to which of the two objects the 
energy was supplied within the meaning of the contract." It 
seems to me that the fact that the energy passes through the 
transformer, and in so doing causes part of its mechanism 
rotate, does not affect the question. The energy is not sup- 
plied for the purpose. It is supplied for light, and is used 
for light. AsI have said, the energy which leaves the generat- 
ing station is intended to reach and does reach the illuminat- 
ing apparatus, although at a lower pressure. A amall portion 
of the electricity supplied is used for operating the film- 
driving motors. This is clearly used for power, and is only 
chargeable at the power rate. The rest and by far the largest 
amount must be paid for at the lighting rate. The parties 
can no doubt agree the relative proportions. In my opinion 
the appeal must be allowed with costs. 

Mr. ше Bray concurred, and the appeal was accordingly 
allowed. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Exports and Imports of Electrical Goods for March, 1920. 
—The returns of electrical exports for the month of Maroh show an 
all-round improvement as compared with the previous month, the 
export values reaching £1,102,781, as compared with £761,973 in 
February, 1920, with £420,452 in March, 1919, and £992,681 in 
March, 1913 ; the 1913 total including a large telegraphic export to 
Ceylon, valued at £450,000, the 1920 export total also including 
telegraphic and telephone cables and materials to the value of 
£464,000. The total weight of electrical machinery exported 
amounted to 695 tons, as against 669 in March, 1919, and 2,007 for 
March, 1913. i 

The electrical import totals for the past month were £136,310, 
as against £185,026 for the previous month of February, the 
principal falling off oocurring in eleotrical machinery, £30,000, and 
telegraph and telephone cables and apparatus, £10,000. The re-ex- 
ports of foreign and Colonial electrical materis] vary very slightly, 
the March total being £10,114, as against £9,798 for February. 


VALUES OF ELECTRICAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR MARCH, 1990 


Electrical goods and б] Exports. Imports. Re-exports, 
ectri and apparatus 
(unenumerated) f £131,084 £37,720 £2.308 
Insulated wire ... eee "T 254,077 5,178 — 
Glow lamps "T ET PA 18,174 3,643 2,576 
Arc lamps and parts  ... P 4,352 1,358 — 
Batteries... Bas —- e 87,775 8,753 — 
Meters dae . 29,998 4.781 197 
Carbons ... ve T ss 5,438 9,841 — 
Electrical machinery :— 
Railway and tramway motors... 1,686 — — 
Motors and generators ... ess 84,898 — — 
Elec. machinery (unenumerated) 61,307 57,482 3,846 
Switchboards (not telegraph or 
telephone) ... 1,460 == 183 
Telegraph and telephone cables and apparatus :— 
Telegraph and telephone wires 
and cables (not submarine)... 45,821 184 — 
Submarine telegraph and tele- 
phone cables ... vis iss 303,406 50 — 
Telegraph and telephone instru- 
ments and apparatus avs 114,805 7,325 1,004 


£1,102,781 £136,310 £10,114 


New Belgian Company.— La Société Indépendante 
Belge de Télégraphie Sans Fil is the name of a new company 
which has just been formed in Brussels, with a capital of 
1,000,000 fr., in connection with wireless telegraphy and telephony, 
and to enter into & contract with the Socicté Indépendante de 
Télégraphie Sans Fil, of Paris. 


Winnipeg.—The Winnipeg Board of Trade has issued 
some interesting publicity literature respecting the vast electric 
power resources of the City, and the importanoe and merits of the 
place as an industrial centre. 


Electric Vehicles in Milan.—A company has just been 
formed in Milan, with the title of La Società Italiana dei Veicole 
Elettrica, to inaugurate a service of electrical motor vehicles in 
that city. The cars to be employed are to be imported from 
America. 

Whitley Соопсії. —Рівтвіст Councm (No. 1) Norrs- 
East Coast AREA ELECTRICITY SUPPLY INDUSTRY.—This Council 
has been constituted as follows :— 

Employers! Ropresentatiros.— Mr. E. B. Barlow, A. M. I. E. E, 
engineer and manager, Berwick Electric Lighting Co.; Mr. J. 
Ousworth, operation engineer, Cleveland and Durham Eleotrio 
Power, Ltd.; Mr. E. Hatton, general manager, Newcastle Corpora- 
tion Tramways ; Mr. J. R. P. Lunn, M. I. E. E., electrical engineer, 
Darlington Corporation ; Mr. E. Moxon, A. M. I. E. E., electrical engineer, 
South Shields Corporation; Mr. R. H. Scotson, electrical engineer, 
Middlesbrough Corporation; Mr. В. P. Sloan, C.B.E, M. I. E. E., 
manager and director, Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Co.; 
Mr. J. W. Spark, electrical engineer, West Hartlepool Corporation ; 
Mr. N.S. Tennant, M.Sc., general manager and engineer. Newcastle 
and District Electric Lighting Oo. ; Mr. C. Vernier, M.I.E.E., mains 
engineer, Cleveland and Durham Electric Power, Ltd. (auditor); 
Mr. J. S. Watson, technical manager, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Electric Supply Co. (chairman); Mr. A. Wood, director, Newoastle 
and District Electric Lighting Co. 

Trade Unions! Representatives.—Mr. T. Bowmaker, Amalgamated 
Society of Engineers ; Mr. J. Cassidy, National Amalgamated Union 
of Labour; Mr. J. Egerton. Amalgamated Society Toolmakers, 
Engineers and Machinists ; Mr. A. Ford, United Machine Workers 
Association; Mr. J. Gibson, Amalgamated Society of Engineers; 
Mr. H. Lynas, National Union of General Workers (auditor); Mr. 
G. A. Olley, Electrical Trades Union (vice-chairman) ; Mr. W. С. 
Percival, Steam Engine-Makers' Society (secretary); Mr. T. Reed, 
National Amalggmated Union of Lebour; Mr. G. O. Richardson, 
Steam Engine-Makers' Society ; Mr. E. Robinson, Electrical Trades 
Union ; Mr. W. Sherwood, National Union of Genera! Workers. 

Employers’ Secretary.—Mr. A. A. Dunn. 


A Hungarian Company.—The Hungarian Felten and 
Guilleaume A.G., of Pesth, proposes to pay a dividend of 15 per 
cent. for 1919, as in the previous years. The directors state that 
& very considerable stock of orders has been brought over into the 
new financial year, although the difficulties experienced in 
obtaining raw materials, which have to be procured from abroad 
and paid for in foreign currency, are greater. It has been decided 
to increase the share capital from 3,000,000 kr. to 5,000,000 kr., 
80 as to be able to take up new branches of manufacture. 
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Applications for British Trade-marks.—Appended is a 
summary of the recent applications for British trademarks in respect 
of goods connected with the electrical trades and industries :— 

Nife (letters combined with design) No. 393,429. Class 8. 
Electric lamps and lanterns. Batteries, Ltd., 19, Coleman Street, 
London, E.C. July 18th, 1919. 

Nife Accumulator (letters combined with design). No. 393,430. 
Class 8. Electrical accumulators. Batteries, Ltd., 19, Coleman 
Street, London, E C. 

Lewoos. No. 395,075. Class 40. Wire, insulated, coated with 
india-rubber. London Electric Wire Co., and Smiths, Ltd., 7, 
Playhouse Yard, Golden Lane, London, E. September 9th, 1919. 

Siddor. No. 398,519. Class 13.  Electrically-heated ignition 
plugs, soldering-irons and metal utensils. Charles H. Reddis, 66, 
Elstow Road, Bedford. P 

Graham (lettering combined with design). No. 398,084. Class 13. 
Electric bells, diaphragm horns for motors, &c. Edward A. 
Graham. trading as Alfred Graham & Co., St. Andrews Works, 
Crofton Park, London, S.E. December 5th, 1919. 

Dielex. No.399,711. Class 50. Electrical insulators.  J.J. 
Eastwick & Sons, 3, Belfast Road, Stoke Newington, N. 16. 
January 19th, 1920. 

Areco. No. 400,169. Class18. Electric fires, heaters and stoves. 
Anglo-Russian Engineering Co., Ltd., 374-378, Old Street, London, 
E. C. January 29th, 1920. 

Homo. No. 399,679. Class 18. Electric lighting plants. 
Tattersalls, Ltd., 4, Great Marlborough Street, London, W. January 
7th, 1920. 

Spitfire. No. 100,517. Sparking plugs and metal goods in 
Class 13. Frederick A.'Greensmith, trading аз the Vital Motor 
Units Co., Tyler Street, Trafalgar Road, Greenwich, В.Е, February 
7th, 1920. | 

Simfix. No. 399,788. Electrical goods included in Class 13. 
Witchells Electrical Accessories, Ltd., Endwell Works, Endwell 
Road, Brockley, S.E. January 21st, 1920. 

Simplete. No. 399,789, Electrical goods included in Class 13. 
Witchell’s Electrical Accessories, Ltd., Endwell Works, Endwell 
Road, Brockley, S.E. January 21st, 1920. 

Simpact. No. 399,790. Electrical goods included in Class 13. 
Witchell's Electrical Accessories, Ltd., Endwell Works, Endwell 
Road, Brockley, 8.E. January 21st, 1920. 

Hercules (lettering combined with design). No. 389,974. Claas 
13. Sparking plugs. Eclipse Manufacturing Co., 424, North 
Meridian Street, Indianapolis, Ind., U.S.A. April 8th, 1919. 

Nichro. No. 396,543. Class 13. Electric cooking and heating 
appliances. Harry Cheshire, trading as Cranmer & Cheshire, 9, 
Stewart Street, Spring Hill, Birmingham. October 28th, 1919. 

Planet. No. 398,389. Class 13. Sparking plugs for internal 
combustion engines. Arthur T. Ellis and Harry A. Hands, 129, 
Castelnau, Barnes, S. W. December 13th, 1919. 

Elfa (lettering combined with design). No. 399.863. Class 8. 
Electrical batteries (not medical), heating elements (being electrical 
resistances), and electric lamps (philosophical), Arthur Kupper, 
62, Noordestraat, Amsterdam, Holland. January 22nd, 1920. 

Perna. No. 398,696. All goods in Class 6. The Perna Engi- 
neering Works (Blackpool), Ltd., Castlegate, South Shore, Black- 
pool. December 22nd, 1919. 

EElex. No. 399,710. Class 8. Electrical goods and apparatus. 
J. J. Eastick & Sons, 3, Belfast Road, Stoke Newington, N. 
January 19th, 1920. 

Ediswan. No, 400,157. Machinery and parts of all kinds, in- 
cluded in Class 6. No. 400,159. Class 11. Instruments. apparatus, 
and contrivances, not medicated, for surgical or curative purposes. 
No. 400,160. Metal goods in Class 18. No. 400,161. Clasa 15. 
Goods of precious metals and imitations thereof. No. 400,162. 
Class 16. Porcelain or earthenware goods. No. 400,163. Class 18. 
Engineering, architectural and building contrivances. No. 400,164. 
Class 32. Silk-covered electrical wire. No. 400,165. Class 40. 
Goods manufactured from india-rubber and gutta-percha. The 
Edison-Swan Electric Co., Ltd.. 123-125, Queen Victoria Street, 
London, E. C. January 20th, 1920. 

Sollyte. No. 398,050. Class 1. Electrolytes, being chemical 
substances, Haslam & Stretton, Ltd.,|11, Windsor Place, Cardiff. 
December 4th, 1919. 


Foreign Trade— Marcu  FrGuRES.— The following 
are the values given of electrical goods and machinery in the official 
returns of importa and exports for March :— 


March, Inc. or 3 months, 1920. 
1920. dec, Inc, or dec, 
IMPORTS. £ & £ 
Electrical goods, &c. ... 78,828 — 41,081 — 77,694 
Machinery — ... . 1,199,539 — 538,978 — 205,964 
EXPORTS. 
Electrical goods, &c. ... 952,390 + 652,514 +1,418.537 
Machinery a. 3,417,192 71,554,972 + 4,887,548 


What's in a Name? — The Rio de Janeiro Municipality 
has decided to impose a tax of 1 conto (about £65) per annum on 
every plate or sign bearing the designation in a foreign language 
of any firm or company. It is underatood that most of the foreign 
firms in the city may in consequence change their designations 
into Portuguese. —Zoard of Trade Journal, 


Runcorn Strike Settled. — The Runcorn dockers and 
wutermen who were on strike have returned to work, and the 
Mersey Power Co. have been again enabled to produce tull electrical 
supplies to the various factories, workshops, and places of amuse- 
ment in the Widnes and Runcorn district 


French Company Notes.— The Société des Accumulateurs 
Electriques (A. Denin) is about to increase its capital, which now 
stands at 3,000,000 fr. 

It has been decided to embody the Société Anonyme Westinghouse 
with the Compaznie Electro-Mecanique, the former company 
receiving for its assets 20,000 500 fr. fully paid-up shares, and a 
sum of 1,216,000 fr., payable on June 30th, divided among the 
shareholders of the Westinghouse Co. pro rata with their holding 
of shares. The Compagnie Electro-Mecanique will also issue 10.000 
shares, the subacription to which will be reserved to the shareholders 
of the liquidating company. 

L'Heure Electrique has been established at Paris (92, Rue St. 
Lazire) for the working of various patents for electric clocks 
(Mees, Campiche & Verain). The capital is 2,600,000 fr. 

Under the name of L'Enterprise Electrique a company has been 
formed at Paris (13, Rue Dupont-des-Loges), with a capital of 
2,000,000 fr. 

According to the Jntéréty / Economiques, the Etablissements 
Maljournal et Baurron are taking a large money share in the 
Société des Isolants du Rhône, now being formed with a capital of 
2,000,000 fr. 

Under the style of Le Transformateur has been formed a com- 
pany at Paris (39, Rue des Acacias), for the manufacture and sale 
of electrical material, and especially static transformers, Capital, 
2,000.000 fr. 

Société de Transport d'Energie des Alpes is the name of a 
company formed at Lyons (49, Rue de la Bourse) Capital, 
2,000,000 fr., for the objects indicated in its title. The board of 
management is made up of leading officials of 10 great Southern 
companies. 


Wages in the Electrical Supply Industry. — At a 
meeting of District Council (No. 1) North-East Coast Area, 
held on April 9th, 1920, an application from the Trade Unions to 
put into operation Industrial Court Award No. 180 was considered. 
and it was resolved as follows :— 

In view of the fact that no standard basic rates had yet been 
established for the No. 1 North-East Coast Area, the District 
Council recommends to the National Council that the following 
increases be paid by the undertakings in the area : — 

3s. per week from the beginning of the pay period immediately 
following March 31st, 1920. 

3s. per week from the beginning of the pay period immediately 
following May 318, 1920, providing that standard basic rates are 
not established previous to the latter date. 


Italian Company Notes.—There has been formed at 
Turin the Societa anonima Imprese Elettriche Sarde, with a capital 
of 100.000 lire, for the utilisation of the water resources of 
Sardinia. 

The following companies have augmented their capital :—The 
Officine Elettromeccaniche Bolognesi, from 500,000 to 1,000,000 lire; 
the Società Elettrica Mesagnese di Mesagne: and the Benigno 
Crespi (Forze idrauliche di Trezzo d'Adda), Milan, from 9,000,000 
to 12,000,000 lire, and also issued bonds to 6.000, 000 lire. 

L. L. Pinard e Ca is the name of a company launched at Milan 
(Via Duvini 31) for trade in electrical material and machinery and 
raw materials. Capital, 25,000 lire. 

The Società Italiana Laminazione Alluminio has been established 
at Alessandria with a capital of 650,000 lire for the rolling of 
aluminium. 

Foccaccia de Castaldo, Fittipaldi e Ca have formed themaelves 
into & company at Naples with a capital of 40,000 lire, for the 
prosecution of the electro-mechanical industry. 

For the construction, taking over, and working of electric plants, 
the Società Sabina di Elettricità has been established at Rome with 
a capital of 40,000 lire. 

Vaschetta e Labella have been formed into a company at Naples 
(Via Taraia 58) with a capital of 50,000 lire, for electro- mechanical 
trading. 

A.B.G.D. is the style of a company formed at Milan (Via Bigli 22) 
with a capital of 600,000 lire, for the working of electro- mechanical 
patents, 

To work the “Fax” accumulator patents in Italy, Scaini, 
Tronrie е Ca, have been formed into а company at Milan with a 
capital of 105,000 lire. 

The Imprese Elettriche dell'A merica Latina is a company formed 
at Milan (Via Borgonuova 3) for the foundation and development of 
electrical undertakings in Latin America. Its capital is 5,000,000 lire. 

Under the style of Società Anonima Monti e Martrini, two firms 
have joined forces for the manufacture of electrical material, with a 
capital of 2,000,000 lire. The company's works are at Milan. 

The trust, or Consorzio per l'Alienazione degli Impiante e 
Materiali Elettrici, telegrafici e telefonici residuati della guerra, has 
been formed at Milan. with a capital of 100,000 lire (to be raised 
to 5,000,000 lire), to take over war-time electrical plants, &c. 


An Indian Ropeway Inquiry.—H.M. Trade Commis- 
sioner in India states that tlie electrical engineer of an Indian 
municipality is desirous of entering into communication with firma 
who would be prepared to undertake the construction of a ropeway 
eapable of conveying both goods and passengers over a distance of 
10 miles to an altitude of 6.700 ft. (actual rise 4,500 ft.) with a 
Capacity of 10 tons per hour at a rate of 10 miles an hour. For 
power, it is understood that three-phase, 380 volta, 50 eyolea supply 
is available. The engineer also seeks information relative to elec- 
trically-driven rock drills. The address of the engineer referred to 
may be obtained by interested United Kingdom firms upon appli- 
cation to the D.O,T. Department, | 
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Lead.— In their report dated April 17th, MESSRS. 
JAMES FORSTER & Co. state :— 


On Thursday all markets were more or less affected by the rise in the Bank 
Rate, and lead did not escape the general depression, July shipment selling 
down to 241 бв. On yesterday's market further liquidation set in, and prices 
declined to £37 15s. April, £38 15s. May, £39 5s. June, and 440 5s. July, these 
being the closing quotations. The Board of Trade returns for March show a 
balance for home consumptlon during that month of 6,073 tons, and the figures 
for the last five months are :-- Imports, 43,261 tons ; exports, 30,084 tons, leaving 
for home consumption 13,177 tons. 

Messrs, G. Cawson & Co., writing under the same date, say :— 


The market has fluctuated considerably since our report of 10th inst., 
apparently without any justification since there is really nothing new in the 
position to warrant any change. . There is no doubt that the financial 
position and the heavy cost of carrying lead is having its influence on opera- 
tions, and some realisations have taken place as some of them are evidently 
not disposed to carry lead with the present uncertain outlook. Fresh supplies 
are not coming in very freely. It is fortunate, perhaps, that this is so, as they 
are not wanted. There is at present rather more lead about than is required 
by consumers, and it is very fortunate that the Government are arranging to 
warehouse some parcels, and are now inore ready to meet the wishes of buyers 
as to deliveries, By doing this they have probably prevented a real débicle 
in the market, . The supply of lead coming forward is at present ample 
for all requirements, in addition to the parcels which are being warehoused 
here privately, and also for account of the Government, The outlook has 
again become uncertain. The speculative spirit is to some extent broken, and 
the dubious financial prospects do not encourage fresh operations for an 
advance in price. We are, thereforc, now again inclined to look for quiet 
markets, and, perhaps, even some further decline. 


An Austrian Company.—The report of Felten and 
Guilleaume A.G., of Vienna, states that it was possible to keep the 
Vienna works supplied with raw and other materials in 1919, but 
the Styrian ironworks was at a standstill for some months. As 
net profits the accounts show the sum of 4,454,000 kr., as compared 
with 3,993,000 kr. in 1918, and the directors recommend a dividend 
at the rate of 17 per cent., as in the preceding year. The prospects 
are regarded favourably in view of the extension of hydro-electric 
works and the projected conversion of the railways to electric 
traction. 


Catalogues and Lists.— THE INDIA-RUBBER, GUTTA- 
PERCHA AND TELEGBAPH WORKS Co., LTD., Silvertown, E. 16. 
Booklet No. 17 (36 pp.).—This is an attractively produced account 
of the works and products of the company, dealing with various 
departments, and well illustrated by photographs of the buildings 
and machinery. The extremely wide field covered by ` Silver- 
town " products is brought to notice effectively. The booklet touches 
upon dynamos and golf-balls, submarine cables and hot-water bottles, 

THE SUN ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 118-120, Charing Cross Road, 
W.C.2. List No. 302 (12 pp.).—An illustrated and priced catalogue 
of tungsten lamps, vacuum and gas filled, carbon filament lamps, 
automobile lights and flash light bulbs, and the Ediswan" 
" Pointolite" lamps. 

WELCO PATENTS, 150, Alma Street, Birmingham.—A folder, 
giving particulars of fixing panels, an electric iron, and the 
" Welco " combined electric fire and cooking stove, with forms of 
application for these. 

METBODES, LTD., 87, Fargate, Sheffield. —We regret that the 
address of this firm was erroneously given in our columns last week 
as Leeds. 

THE BRITISH ELECTRIC TRANSFORMER Co., LTD., Tricity” 
Showrooms, 50, Oxford Street, W.1.—Catalogue No. 36 (36 pp), 
with current price list. The former is an_ illustrated list of 
"Tricity" products, including electric fires, ovens, kettles, &c., 
profusely illustrated by means of photographs. 

Messrs, LANDIS & GYR, LTD., Windmill Road, Hampton Hill, 
Middlesex.—Leaflet dealing with friction-compensated ampere-hour 
meters for D.C. two-wire circuits. Illustrated and dimensioned. 

CREDENDA ConDuIts Co, LTD, Chester Street, Aston, 
Birmingham.— Illustrated leaflet giving price and details of the 
new " Creda” kettle. 

Messrs, STERNS. LTD., of Royal London House, Finsbury 
Square, London, E.C., have issued a wall sheet with calendar for 
1920, and a chart showing what lubricants they recommend for 
use for specified types of cars insummer and winter respectively. 


Works Extensions.— The extensions are proceeding at 
the works of the General Electric Co., Ltd., at Witton. Land at 
the side of the London and North-Western Railway, between Aston 
and Gravelly Hill (with the canal running through the site), is 
rapidly being developed, and within the last three months the 
steel frame-work of several large factories has been erected. The 
shell of one large building on the ferro-concrete principle is rapidly 
approaching completion. A portion of the estate on the opposite 
side of the canal is being laid out for recreative purposes for the 
employés. 


Canadian National Exhibition. — The forty-second 
annual Canadian National Exhibition will be held at Toronto from 
August 28th to September llth next. Approximately 1,000,000 
Visitors attended last year's Exhibition. French manufacturers 
have applied for considerable space for the display of French pro- 
ducts. United Kingdom firms should apply without delay to Mr. 
Waters, Canadian National Exhibition. King Street East, Toronto. 
Information regarding past exhibitions may be obtained at the 
Department of Overaeas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 


Plant for Sale.—Rotberham Corporation invites offers 
for seven Lancashire boilers, two Green's economisers, also com- 
plete lay-out of steam and feed piping and valves, See our 
advertisement pages to-day. 

Calendar. — MESSRS. METROPOLITAN-VICKERS ELEC- 
TRICAL Co., LTD., of Trafford Park, Manchester, have prepared a 
wall calendar (April, 1920—Maroh, 1921). The study emphasises 
the ehilliness of the April morn en which we write. 


Points from the Budget.—The postage rates on inland 
letters are to be 2d. for 3 oz. and 4d. for every additional oz. 
Dominion letters will be 2d. for 1 oz. and Id. for every additional oz. 
Newspaper postage rates (inland) are to be advanced to 1d. for not 
exceeding 6 oz. and 4d. for bach additional 6 oz. Parcel-post rates 
are increased, as are also rates affecting postcards, printed matter, 
&c. Inland telegrams will be 12 words for 18. (instead of 9d.) and 
ld. for each additional word. Telephone charges are to be dealt 
with after a Select Committee has reported on the matter. 
Taxes on motor cars and vehicles are revised a3 from January next, 
a M.P.-basis being adopted in place of the petrol tax, The duty on 
share capital is increased from 5s. per £100 to £1 per £100. The 
Excess Profits Duty, which in many quarters it was expected would 
give place to another form of tax, is to be raised from 40 per cent. 
to 60 per cent., and a new tax, to be known as ‘Corporation Tax,” 
at the rate of Is. in the £, or 5 per cent., on undivided profits of 
limited liability companies engaged in trade, is also added. In the 
event of & Bill being introduced later in the year making a levy 
on war-wealth increase, the 20 per cent. increase in Excess Profits 
Tax will be taken into account. Surprise is being expressed that 
the Corporation Tax has been imposed in addition to, instead of 
in place of, the Excess Profits Duty, as had been expected would be 
the case. There is to be relief from double income-tax within the 
Empire. 


Book Notices.— Report of the Fuel Research Board for 
the years 1918, 1919. (Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research).“ 57 pp. London: Н.М. Stationary Office.—The report 
of the board, which consists of Sir George Beilby, F.R.S. (Director), 
the Hon. Sir C. A. Parsons, K. C. B., F.R.S., Sir Richard Redmayne, 
K.C.B., and Sir Richard Threlfall, K.B.E., F.R.S., covers an 
extremely wide field, the main points dealt with being Oil Fuel 
for the Navy and the Mercantile Marine.“ Survey of the National 
Coal Resources from the Physical and Chemical Points of View,” 
“ Peat Inquiries," Alcohol as Fuel," апа Pulverised Coal." 

“Tungsten Ores." . By В. Н. Rastall, M.A., F.G.8, and W. Н. 
Wilcockson, M.A., F.G.S. 81 pp. London: John Murray. Price 
38. 6d. net.—This monograph, prepared under the direction of the 
Imperial Institute, presents, in Chapter I, a brief survey of the 
character, occurrence and uses of tungsten ores. Chapters II and 
III are devoted to sources of supply. The enormous demand for 
tungsten created by the war is graphically shown in acurve on 
page 2. The world's production from being about 7,100 metric 
tons in 1914, jumped to over 22,000 metric tons in 1917, the pro- 
duction of the British Empire rising from 3,900 tons in 1914 to 
7,200 in 1917. Throughout the work, references to literature on 
the subject are given in parentheses, and an index is provided at 
the end. 

L Electro Journal, a commercial review of electricity which was 
established in 1915, but ceased publication about a year ago, has 
resumed regular appearance; it is edited by M. G. Arbaud, at 
1, Villa Ornano, 1—Paris (18e). Price 1 fr. | 

“The Chloride Chronicle." Pp. 32, No. 10. April, 1920.—The 
current issue of the Chloride Electrical Storage Co.'s magazine is 
full of bright interesting notes and articles, including Recol- 
lections of Indian Life and Customs," and a descriptive contri- 
bution, “‘The Devil as Architect," illustrated by some very good 
photographs. 

“The Coolidze Tube.” By H. Pilon. Pp. viii + 96; 54 figs. 
London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox. Price 7s. 6d. net. 

The Federation of British Industries has issued a useful 
pamphlet of 28 pages giving a financial review of 1919, by Messrs. 
J. S. M. Ward and N. E. Crump. It includes tables and charts 
showing the fluctuations in the rates of foreign exchange, and the 
prices of raw materials of industry. 

" Electric Wiring : Theory and Practice." (Second edition.) 
By W. S. Ibbetson. Pp. vi + 163; figs. 218. London: E. & F. N. 
Spon, Ltd. Price 188. net. | 

" Science Abstracts " (A. and B.). Vol. XXIII, Part 2. No. 266. 
February 28th, 1920, Price 28. 3d. each net. Index (A. and B.) 
to Vol. XXII. Price 28. 3d. each. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. 

" America's Merchant Marine: Its History and Development to 
Date." New York: Bankers Trust Co. 


Electrolytic Iron.—1t is announced from Stockholm that 
the Conrad Werner Lindman, of the Avesta Ironworks, Sweden, 
has succeeded in developing a method for the electrolytic refining 
of iron. The experiments have been proceeding for six months, 
and specially good sheets are said to have been produced which are 
almost chemically pure, even, and homogeneous. The iron is made 
in thin sheets, having a higher magnetising capacity than ordinary 
rolled sheets, and can be turned out in the thinnest dimensions, and 
without requiring further treatment. The details of the process 
are kept secret. 


Lundberg’s Switching Competitions.—We understand 
that these well-known electric lighting switching examinations, 
which were conducted with such success by MESSRS. LUNDBERG 
during the years previous to the war, have again been resumed. and 
that the papers for the next examination will appear in the 
columns of our contemporary Electricity, commencing with the 
issue of April 23rd. 


American G.E. in Brazil.—The New York corres- 
pondent of a Birmingham newspaper says that on 17th inst. 
American General Electric securities were in demand on the Stock 
Exchange, on reports that the company had reoeived a large order 
from Brazil, 
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The Southampton Strike,—The trade union members 
of the electricity works staff came out on strike, a8 
stated last week, on account of the refusal of the power 
house superintendent, Mr. E. J. Hooper, to remain a 
inember of the E.T.U. instead of transferring his allegiance 
to the E.P.E.A. Alderman 8. G. Kimber, the Mayor of 
Southampton, was interviewed by a deputation upon the 
subject, and was asked if he could not persuade Mr. Hooper 
to at least remain an honorary member of the E.T.U. He 
replied that this was not & matter in which he could properly 
take action, and said that the decision lay with Mr. Hooper 
himself. Upon interviewing the latter, the members of the 
deputation were informed that the question had been referred 
to the headquartere of the E.P.E.A., and the association 
would endeavour to arrive at an agreement with the E.T.U. 
by which settlement Mr. Hooper would consider himself 
bound. In the meantime, while these negotiations were being 
proceeded with, the borough Electricity Committee had taken 
action. After carrying on with volunteer aid during the 
first part of the strike, by means of which the greater part 
of the service was maintained, the committee engaged new 
men to the extent of 80 per cent. of the vacancies created by 
the dispute. These men went to the works upon the express 
understanding that their positions would be permanent. The 
conditions under which the breach was filled by outside labour 
precluded the reinstatement of all but a emall part of the 
strikers, and the trade unions were informed accordingly. 
This gave rise to threats of a general strike. On April 17th 
& mass meeting of members of several local branches of trade 
unions resolved that unless a satisfactory settlement of the 
problem had been reached by noon on April 90th the whole 
of the workers in Southampton would be ordered to cease 
work. The Corporation appointed a deputation to meet the 
men's representatives in the hope of averting this action, 
but the Mayor etated that if & general strike was ordered, 
the town would have to do its best to ''carve its way 
through.“ As we go to press we learn that the strike has been 
settled. (See our leading columns.) | 


The Electrical Power Engineers’ Association informs us that this 
dispute hinges on the fact that Mr. Hooper, a member of the staff 
of the electricity undertaking, recently resigned his membership of 
the Electrical Trades Union, and joined the Electrical Power 
Engineers’ Association. Mr. Hooper was formerly a charge 
engineer in the generating station, but in November, 1919, he was 
promoted to the position of station superintendent. In this 
capacity he was in charge of the maintenance of the plant, and 
controlled a number of men who were members of various Unions, 
such as the A. S. E., kc. On his assuming this position he decided 
that ho could not properly remain a member of the E.T.U., and 
consequently tendered his resignation, at the same time indicating 
his reasons for the step he was taking. Although Mr. Hooper 
was accepted as a member of the E.P.E.A. in February, the first 
intimation that the Association received of their grievance was 
that the E.T.U. members had oome out on strike, and the Association 
contends that it would have been more reasonable on their part 
to discuss the matter with the E. P. E. A. before adopting suck drastic 
measures. 

The E.P.E.A. doubts whether the present strike is an official one, 
and has received the sanction of the E. T. U. executive, and it is for 
this reason that it is determined to support Mr. Hooper. It holds 
that this is a direct attack by one Union against another, and the 
E.P.E.A. is bound to defend itself and ite members. Seeing that 
Mr. Hooper is à member of a recognised Trade Union, nothing but 
strong exception can be taken to any form of coercion which 
would compel him to abdicate his right to act as a free agent in 
the choice of a Union best fitted to serve his interests. 

Mr. Н. 8. Ellis, Borough electrical engineer, asks us to thank the 
applicants for positions as ahift engineers, junior charge engineers 
and general assistants, and to inform them that testimonials, &c., 
will be returned in due course. No further applications need be 
sent in, as the whole of the old staff has been reinstated. 


Our Trade with Indla.—CouuissroxER'S VISIT то 


ENGLAND.—In accordance with the practice that has been estab- 
lished for His Majesty's Overseas Officers when in this country to 
visit various industrial areas in order that manufacturers and 
merchants may have an opportunity of consulting them on any 
matters connected with their business or of obtaining information 
as to the possibilities of extending their overseas trade, it has been 
arranged for Mr. T. M. Ainscough, O.B.E., Н.М. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in India, to undertake a tour of certain areas. Mr. 
Ainscough will commence his tour 1n London on Monday, May 3rd. 
Visita to other centres in the United Kingdom will follow in due 
course. He will be pleased to meet manufacturers and merchants 
who wish to consult him in regard to stepe to be taken for opening 
up trade with India, and who are desirous of obtaining advice and 
information as to the state of trade in that country. Among the 
matters in regard to which he will be prepared to give information 
and advice are the general state of trade in India, appointment of 
agents, methods of marketing and distribution of goods, terms of 
payment, statistics of imports, rates of Customs duties and general 
information as to the openings existing for British goods, The 
Trade Commissioner is primarily interested in the imports from the 
United Kingdom into the Territory in which he is stationed, and 
not in the exports from that Dominion to this country. Firms 
desirous of meeting Mr. Ainscough should communicate without 
delay, with the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W. 1. 


Electric Meters in France.—The French Ministeri 
decree of July 29th, 1915, relating to the approval of various typa 
of electric meters has been withdrawn. 


Canada.— Motor AGENCY WANTED.—A Canadian fim 
have asked Н.М. Trade Commissioner in Toronto to place them in 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of single-phase moton 
with a view to their representing such a manufacturer in th 
Dominion market. Firms interested may obtain the name ai 
address of the firm on application to the D.O.T. Department in 
London. 


Conveying Machinery for Norway.— Official report: 
received by the D.O.T. show that in Norway there is a genen 
demand far conveying machinery of all kinds (a) for mines; (b) for 
factories, &c. ; and (c) for docks and quays; owing to shortage d 
labour and high wages. Plans are under consideration for wm 
large warehouses at the docks in Christiania, and these, it i 
believed, will be started in the near future. 


Sequestration.—MESSRS. MARSHALLS, electrical, mining 
and mechanical engineers, Townhead Works, Strathaven.—Edeu 
sequestrated by the Sheriff of Lanarkshire, April 16th. Меш 
to elect Trustee and Commissioners, April 27th, at the Count; 
Buildings, Hamilton. A composition may be offered. Claim 
must be lodged by August 27th. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings. — Н. Н. Suave (H. fl. 
Roberta), electrician, 228, Sultan Road, Portsmouth. есетш 
order made April 16th on debtor’s own petition. 


Liquidations and Dissolutions.— SPANISH AND GENERU 
WIRELESS Trust, LTD.—Winding up voluntarily for reconstruction 
purposes. Liquidator, Mr. S. Pears, 14, George Street, Mansio 
House, E.C. Meeting of creditora Arpil 29th. 

E. I. O. Млахетов, LTD.—Winding up voluntarily for reon 
struction purposes. Liquidator, Mr. E. Н. Sherrey, Cherry Btes. 
Birmingham. 

TRAFFORD POWER AND LIGHT SUPPLY (1902), тр. Оа 
must be sent by Мау 31st to the liquidator, Mr. C. Cooper, %. 
Spring Gardens, Manchester. 

WRIGHT BROTHERS & MAIDMENT, electrical engineers and (01. 
tractors, 164, Sloane Street, S.W., and elsewhere. Messrs. Н. T. ad 
C. Wright and Mr. P. C. Maidment, have dissolved partnership. 
Mr. P. C. Maidment will attend to debts in respect of the banne 
at Sloane Street, S. W., and Messrs, H. T. & C. Wright vill айе 
to debts in respect of the business carried on under the myles! 
Wright Bros. & Co., at 257, Fulham Road, 8.W. 


Swedish Price Advance.—It is announced that all te 
Swedish electrical engineering works have just made increas п 
the prices of generators, motors, &c., on account of the growth i 
the cost of raw materials, and the introduction of the eight-how 
day. The demand for motors is said to be particularly (тік 
present, partly because of the extension in the use of electricity ™ 
Hs d and partly because of the development of Swedi 
industries. 


Trade Ánnouncements.—Mxssng. BUILDING PRODUCTS 
LTD., have acquired the sole selling rights of Prufit ome! 
waterproofing paste and Prufitol liquid waterproofer, м mA 
factured by Messrs. Rogers, Welch & Co., Ltd. The latter concer 
will continue to manufacture these specialities, but all sales wil 
effected through Messrs. Building Products, of 44-46, King’s Вой 
Sloan Square, S.W. 3. | 

Мв. А. С. WILEY, the West of England representative of tht 
Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd. has removed to Colston Yard, 00801 
Street, Bristol. 

Мв. HARROLD STEAD having retired from the firm of Stead snd 


Senior, electrical engineers, of 103, King Cross, and 48, Pellor [ast 


Halifax, the business will be continued by Mr. R. F. Senior. 

‚ Мквзвв. BELCO, LTD., who have had a showroom in King" 
since their foundation in 1913, are now exhibiting on their prea 
there (Windsor House) a variety of electrio light fittings, йл 
heating and cooking and other appliances. Semi-indirect bon 
fittings are on view with Beloolux, Luxtral, and Holophane gif 
ware. A large stock of their standard-type half-watt fittings Л 
carried, and a pamphlet describing these has been issued ^ 
also carry stocks of Burns's pattern telephone brackets—the ш 
which is adjustable for height or length, and an ordina] 1 
cheaper pattern which is adjustable to differing lengths 
swivels radially on the front rod. A pamphlet relating to ther 
has also been issued. 

Mn. J. C. ELVY, consulting engineer, has now secured an ofen 
12, Tavistock Street, Covent Garden, Ұ.С. 2, to which all oom 
munications should be addressed. 

Mr. H. HODGKINS, of 81, West Road, Westoliff- on- Sea, щш 
us that he is the sole agent for the South, West and 
England and Wales below Northampton, excluding London. forth 

Lotoc electric bell. 


German Lamp Prices.— The united electric gl ш 
works in Germany have raised prices from 150 to 260 per 
over the pre-war quotations. 


A Danish Company.—The Avanti, Dans: Elen, 
mekanisk Fabrik, of Kalundbore, reports that 1919 was è difici 
period for the company, as well as for others in the metal indo], 
and the inconsiderable surplus earned has been carri m 
= нт 5 prospects for 1920 are specially a 117 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Africa,—ELxcrBRICITY | ORDINANCE.—According to the 
African World, Mr. E. W. Cowan, consulting engineer, of Weat- 
minster, who is at present in British East Africa, has written a 
memorandum on the B.E.A. Electric Power Ordinance of 1918, in 
response to an invitation by the East African Section of the London 
Chamber of Commeroe, in which he deals with the effect of the 
Ordinance upon progressive application of electric power in the 
Protectorate, and its effect upon existing installations. Mr.Cowan 
is of opinion that progress in the general use of electrical energy 
outside the townships and the residential areas is much more 
likely to take plaoe along the lines of private supply rather than 
those of public supply. He does not contend that the procedure 
&dopted under the Ordinance is in any way inappropriate in cases 
of application for a licence to provide a public supply of electrical 
energy, but submits, however, that the procedure is not appropriate 
in cases of private supply. And he points tothe obvious difficulty, 
if not impossibility, of the procedure in the case of two or more 
estates desiring to adopt a joint use of power. ''In many such 
cases," he adds, "communications must pass between proprietors 
and officials in England before the scheme can be completed. The 
fact that the machinery will generally be purchased in England 
involves necessarily & large part of the work being done there. 

„The delay in endeavouring to conform with the procedure out- 
lined in the Ordinance, when the greater part of the necessary 
information must be obtained from manufacturers and others in 
England, must be very serious, and in many cases so detrimental 
to the interests of the estates concerned as to result in abandoning 
the use of electric power and substituting some other of the many 


forms of power which, though less efficient and economical, will be 


free from Government intervention." 


Australia.—LaAUNOESTON.—YkAR'8 WoRKING.—The city 

electrical engineer of Launceston, Tasmania, in his report for the 
year ended June 30th last, states that the total revenue amounted 
to £33,810 and the expenditure to £21,631, leaving a gross profit of 
£12,179, distributed as follows :—Interest on loans, £8,390; 
sinking fund, £1,780 ; general account, £1,800 ; and reserve fund, 
£209. The net profit fell from £4,086 in 1917-18 to £2,009 last 
year. 
Ayr.—BuLk SuPPLY.—The question of a bulk supply 
from Kilmarnock Corporation is being considered, and the Council 
has been advised to dispose of its present plant. The proposed 
charge for a bulk supply is £3 per Kw. of annual maximum 
demand, plus ‘5d. per unit, the Ayr Corporation to provide the 
necessary sub-station. 

Bedford. YEAR’s Workina.—The recently- published 
report for the year ended March 31st, 1919, shows that the revenue 


. accruing to the electricity undertaking was £49.983, and the 


expenditure £38,084, leaving а gross balance of £11,899. Pay- 
ment of loan interest, &o., resulted in a deficit of £2,791. 


Broadstairs.— STREET LiaHTING.— The Urban District 
Council has accepted the offer of the Thanet Electric Light and 
Tramways Co. for public lighting where mains are already laid, at a 
yearly charge of £4 each for 100-watt, and £10 10s. for 300- watt lamps. 


Clacten-on-Sea.,— EXTENSIONS APPROVED.—The Urban 
District Council has been informed that it can proceed with the 
purchase of electrical plant, for which a loan of £9,500 is required, 
without waiting for the formal sanction lof the Electricity 
Commissioners. 


Clayton.—STREET Licutina.—The District Council 
has received a letter from the District Coroner expressing the 
opinion of a jury that a recent fatal tramway accident was partly 
due to the absence of street lighting. The Council decided to 
attend to improvements. 


Continental. SwEDEN.—According to the Engineer, there 
are at present about 1,000 co-operative electrical societies dis- 
tributing electricity in Sweden. The State erects the main cables 
and the transformers, the remainder is installed by the societies, 
The State has this year started an electrical power fund of one and 
a-half million kronor to facilitate the erection of power systems, 
and a power-station fund of two and a-half million kronor to 
facilitate the building of power stations. The State Pension 
Board Local Saving Banks and the Post Office Savings Bank also 
lend money to would-be introducers of electricity. Some of the 
distribution systems which were installed during the war have to 
be renovated, as such substitutes as zinc and iron wires were used, 
and found to be unsuitable. 

FRANCE.—La Société de Transport de Energie des Alpes is the 
name of a new concern which has lately been organised in Lyons, 
with a capital of 2,000,000 fr., to establish plant in South-Eastern 
France to utilise water power for the generation of electricity. 

The Compagnie Dijonaise d’Electricité has secured a concession 
of waterfalls and storage reservoirs on the River Lemme, on under- 
taking to supply light and motive power to the canton of Planches- 
en-Montagne, the city of Poligny and neighbourhood, getting up a 
distribution station there ; and to the city of Dóle and district. 

BELGIUM.—In order to meet the increasing demand for electricity, 
the Société des Centrales Electriques des Flandres is increasing the 
capacity of its generating station at Langerbrugge to 11,000 Kw. 
The zone of supply of this station extends round the town of 
Ghent and along the banks of the Terneuzen maritime canal in an 
agricultural and industrial district which offers ample scope for 
further developments, 


Darlington.— RATE RkLiEr.—Instead of again carrying 
forward the whole of the profits on the electricity undertaking, 
£4,000 is being applied to the relief of the rates. In 1914 the elec- 
tricity department contributed £4,205, and during the 1915-20 
period £7,600. 

At a recent meeting of the Corporation it was stated that the 
electricity charge was now only jd. per unit above the pre-war 
price, and compared favourably with any other town in the 
country. 

Doncaster.— NEw PLANT. The Corporation has received 
official sanction to proceed with the installation of two additional 
8,000-Kw. sets and water-tube boilers, &c., involving an expenditure 
of about £120,000. | 


Dublin.— LIdHrMma Durinc SrRIKE.— During the 
recent general strike the street lighting was maintained ppon the 
whole, but one or two parta of the city were in darkness. 


Glasgow.— New — STATION.— The Corporations new 
power station at Dalmarnock will be put into commission in about 
four weeks' time when one of the five generating sets will be in 
working order. Part of the load upon the Bt. Andrew's Cross 
station will then be transferred to the new plant. 


Hereford.— Ехтемвіомв.— The Electricity Committee 
has recommended application to the Electricity Commissioners for 
sanction to the installation of additional transmission lines, &c., at 
a total estimated cost of £81,407. 


Leith.— EXTENsIons AT Docks.—Leith Dock Commis- 
sioners have approved a proposal by their superintendent for a 
tunnel under the Albert and Imperial docks, through which 
hydraulic, electric, gas, water and oil mains may be led. It is to 
cost about £10,000. The Commissioners have also authorised an 
expenditure of £10,000 on new electrical apparatus. Although 
they have large new schemes on hand, the Commissioners are not 
neglecting the improvement of their present undertaking. 


Limerick.— YEAR’s WoRKING.—At a recent meeting 
of the Corporation, it was stated that a loas of £14,000 had 
been incurred in connection with the electricity undertaking. 


Liverpool. NRW Puant.—The Electric Power and 
Lighting Committee recommends the purchase of a new rotary 
converter for the Pumpfields station, 


London.—FULHAM.—The Finance Committee recom- 
mends application for a loan of £13,276 for the purpose of pro- 
viding sub-stations, transformers, mains, &c., to cover the cost of 
“ linking-up " with the Hammersmith undertaking. 


Longhborongh.—New PLAxr.— While not approving 
the whole of the scheme of extensions submitted to them by 
the Town Council, the Electricity Commissioners admit that 
extensions are necessary, and have sanctioned the installation 
of a 3,000-Kw. generator. It is stated that the possibilities of a 
bulk supply from Leicester are very remote. 


Nelson.—Loan SaNcTIONED.—The Electricity Commis- 
sioners have signified their approval of extensions to the elec- 
tricity works, and have sanctioned the borrowing of £152,000. 


New Zealand,—CoaL SHoRTAGEÉ.— The inadequacy of 
coal supplies has forced the Auckland City Council to consider the 
curtailment of the electricity supply or a temporary suspen- 
sion of part of it. The requirement of the undertaking is 180 tons 
а day, and supplies have fallen so low that only about a day's 
reserve is held, the Council relying upon a daily delivery to keep 
the station running. 


Stretford.—LoAN. — The Urban District Council is 
applying for sanction to borrow £200,000 for the purpose of 
extending the electricity undertaking. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—A Technical Advisory Committee 
has been formed, on the recommendation of the National Trade 
Advisory Committee for Electricity, Power, and Light. 


Thames Valley.—BuLK Suppiy.—Arising out of 
correspondence between the Twickenham and Teddington Electric 
Supply Co., the Electricity Commissioners, and the Barnes District 
Council, the electrical engineer of the latter Council reports that 
it is felt that steps should be taken to providea bulk supply station 
to deal with the demands in the whole of the Thames Valley area. 
Edmundson's Electricity Corporation feels that it would be 
wasteful to install further plant at the Twickenham generating 
station, and as it is certain, states the engineer, that in the near 
future a large number of the existing stations will be closed down, 
the neceasity for providing a bulk supply station at the earliest 
possible date will arise. The Borough of Ealing feels the necessity 
for closing down probably more acutely than others in the neigh- 
bourhood, and it in consequence will welcome any proposal that will 
cheapen the cost of supply in its area, The Electricity Com- 
missioners ask the engineers operating in this area if they think it 
worth while to prepare a preliminary scheme for submission to the 
Commissioners. 


Tallamore.— ELECTRIC LIGHTING.—In connection with 
the recently formulated proposals, a site has been secured for a 
power station, and over £15,000 has been subscribed. 
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Walsall.—INpUSTRIAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Corpora- 
tion has been refused permission to augment the generating plant 
until it is seen how the Electricity Supply Act will be applied in 
the district. Many industrial concerns are accordingly unable to 
obtain adequate power supplies, and the Chamber of Commerce has 
passed a resolution calling the attention of the Government to the 
harm that is being done through the delay. 


Warrington.— ExTENsIONS.— The Corporation has made 


an applieation to the Electricity Commissioners to sanction a loan 
of £183,133 for the purpose of extending the existing plant at 
Howley. The electrical engineer has reported that the Commis- 
sioners have intimated that a new generating station at Warrington 
is not desirable at present, but the installation of a further 
generator will receive favourable consideration. 


Whitehaven.— REVISION or CHARGES.—With a view to 
simplifying the accounts, the Town Council haa decided to charge 
domestic consumers a flat rate of 34d. per unit for lighting to con- 
sumers who pay on the fixed charge system, instead of 2d. plus 
521 per cent.; and a flat rate of 14d. to heating and cooking con- 
sumers, instead of 1d. plus 40 per cent. 


Woolwich._Hovuse LiamTING.—The Borough Council 
has decided to have electric lighting installed in all the houses 
being erected on the new estate at Kidbrook, and to have the roads 
illuminated by electricity. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australia, — LauNceston.—Yrar’s Worxkrina. — The 
accounts of the Launceston, Tasmania, tramway system for the 
year ended June 30th, 1919, show a total revenue of £27,717, and 
against this an expenditure of £17,730, leaving a gross balance of 
£9,987. After payment of interest on loans, ќс., the result was a 
deficit of £17, comparing favourably with the previous year's loss 
of £1,283, 


Bolton.—W доз. — Тһе Corporation’s tramway employés 
have asked for double pay for the four days of the Royal Lan- 
cashire Agricultural Show in August, The Tramways Committee 
is considering the matter at its next meeting. 


Continental, — FRANCE.— In spite of the enormous 
amount of work entailed the Société des Tramways de Lille has 
succeeded in putting 17 km. of the system in working order, and 
63 cars are serving the various routes. In addition to this, power 
is being supplied to about 80 works in the district, and it is con- 


fidently anticipated that by the end of the present year the 


Société will be generating 10.600 Kw., sufficient to meet all 
requirements. 


Darlington.— CHANGE Or SYSTEM.—After a four months’ 
experiment with a 9-minute tramway service, it has been decided 
to revert to a 12-minute eervice. It was estimated that if the 
9- minute service continued the loss would be E10, 000 at the end of 
the financial year; the loss to the present time was put down at 
£ 5,500. 

Egypt.—TRAwway SrRIKkE.— For the fourth time in 
12 months the Heliopolis tramway employés are on strike. The 
reason for their action is stated to be the suspension of a driver for 
insolence. 


India.—Tv5Es кон CALCUTTA.— The chairman of Cal- 
cutta Coporation, in outlining the scheme to the Communications 
Committee, wrote that there should be no serious obstacle to the 
construction of a tube under the Hugli, and in this way the 
suburb of Howrah could be linked up with Calcutta. The poorer 
classes were being crowded out of Calcutta by the increase ot rents 
and land values, and would readily migrate to the suburbs if cheap 
and rapid transit were available. An estimate of cost given was 
£650,000 per mile. While the scheme is not yet formally adopted, 
the Committee approved the views expressed in the chairman’s 
letter.— The Times. 


Manchester. — STRIKE SETTLEMENT. — The tramway 
strike in Manchester and Salford has been settled. The terms 
are acceptance of the national award of 6s. a week advance, with 
an immediate review of base rates.— Daily Telegraph. 


Middlesbrough.—WoxEN EwxrrovEs. — The Tramways 
Committee has instructed the manager, when engaging conductors, 
to employ a proportion of two-thirds men to one-third women. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Fare  hEvisroN. — In view of 
growing expenses, the Town Council has decided to revise the 
tramway fares on the basis of one mile for Id., two for 14d., and 
three for 2d.. without overlapping-fare stages; the abolition of 
most of the $d. terminal fare stages; revision of workmen's fares ; 
and abolition of certain free-travelling facilities, An additional 
income of £60,000 to £70,000 is anticipated. 


Runcorn. — Licht RAILWAVT. — The Light Railway 
Commissioners have granted the application of Messrs. Castner- 
Kellner Co., Ltd., for an order to allow them to construct a branch 
light railway line giving direct access from their works at Weston 
Point, near Runcorn, to the L. & N.-W. Railway Co.’s system at 
Runcorn, A guarantee is required from the company that the 
line shall be so constructed as to be fit to carry passenyera as well 
as goods, and it is probable that the line will be extended to 
connect with the neighbouring system, 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Australia. WIRELESS RatEs.—The postal authorities, 
says the Sydney Sunday Times, advise that approval has been given 
for the adoption forthwith of a Pacific Marconi service, at a rate 
of 2d. per word less than the rate in force previously (2s. 10d., 
instead of 3s.) for full ordinary traffic only between Australasia 
and the United Kingdom, rid Pacific and Marconi Trans- Atlantic 
Wireless Service. The Amalgamated Wireless (Australasia) Co. 
states that when the permission of the Federal Government to 
erect new high-power transmitting statiens is received, charges 
will probably be reduced to 2s. per word. 


Bradford. — Crry Excuaner.— The city electrical 
engineer recommends that the existing telephone system within 
the Town Hall be scrapped and a new system installed, to cost 
about £3,300. When the Town Hall was extended 15 years ago, 
a central exchange was contemplated, but this was not built, and 
each department has had its own exchange wiree, with a separate 
intercommunication system inside the Town Hall. The Finance 
Sub-Committee has decided to have a further report on the 
desirability of establishing an exchange within the Town Hall, in 
connection with the Post Office service, before coming to any 
conclusion on the matter. 


China,— WIRELESS STATIONS.— Under the supervision of 
a British engineer, wireless telegraph stations are being estab- 
lished between Pekin and the farthest limits of Chinese territory 
in Turkestan.— The Times. 


Germany.—INcREASED PosTaL CHARGES.—The new 
postal laws and regulations were adopted on April 17th by the 
German National Assembly. The charges for inland letters and 
telegrams are to be considerably increased, whilst telephone con- 
versations are to cost double, and everyone who possesses a tele- 
phone will have to pay 1,000 marks for each line. 


Telegraph Rates.—PRorosep INCREASE,—Under the 
new Budget it is proposed to increase the telegraph rates from 9d. 
and 4d. for every additional word, to 1s., with Jd. per additional 
word over 12. An extra charge of 6d. will be made for every tele- 
gram handed in between midnight on Saturday and midnight on 
Sunday. The porterage on telegrams, now 3d. per mile from the 
limit of free delivery, is to be doubled. Telephone rates are to be 
increased at a later date. 


Japan.— WIRELESS TELEPHONY.—In 1919 the Japanese 
Department of Communications made a series of experimental 
wireless telephonic communications between land and sea, the 
land apparatus being at the Kobe Central Telephone Office. 
These experiments proved a success. The Department accordingly 
appears to have decided to provide two wireless stations at Kobe and 
Yokohama from the next fiscal year to open the wireless telephone 
business for the general public. Mr. Sayeki, the expert of the 
Department, is quoted by the Japanese papers as stating that the 
Kobe station will be opened from April next. Though no regula- 
tions have been framed, it is probable that the fee will be fixed. 
at about 30 to 50 sen for a conversation.— Economie Review. 


London.— 1 ELEPHONESERVICE.—During the last financial 
year tnere have been laid over 50 miles of single underground pipe 
line and 50,000 miles of underground wire, which brings the total 
length of London’s underground telephone piping to 3,625, and the 
length of wire in it to over a million miles. The total pole mileage 
is 2,780, and the length of open wire on poles in London is over 
60,000 miles. In laying underground pipes the needs of the areas 
are estimated for 15 years ahead. The present cost of this work 
is between £50 and £75 per yard. | 


New Zealand.— TELEPHONE SHORTAGE.—The Post- 
master-General recently stated that the inability of his department 
to install the necessary telephones required by a great many people, 
was due to shortage of supplies arising out of war conditions. 
Difficulties had been increased by the changing over from the 
existing system to automatic working. The position was now 
improving, and it was hoped to accomplish a great deal in this 
direction during the year. 


Poland. — The Polish Administration notifies the 
suspension of all private telegraphic correspondence with the 
outside world from April 17th to 26th inclusive. 


South America.—ConcEssions TO FRENCH COMPANY.— 
Concessions have been made to the French South American Cable 
Co., says the Board of Trade Journal, for the establishment of 
telegraphic communication between Monte Video and Buenos 
Aires, and a submarine cable between Monte Video and Rio de 
Janeiro, The Diario Oficial of Monte Video of February 2nd 
contains a decree as under, giving the terms of the concessions :— 
The necessary authority is conceded to the French Cable Co. to 
establish and work submarine and terrestrial telegraphic com- 
munication between Monte Video and Buenos Aires, and a submarine 
cable between Monte Video and Rio de Janeiro. For each of the 
above concessions the company has deposited à sum of £3,260. 
The company will not enjoy any privilege, preference, or exemp- 
tion, from national or municipal taxes. It will be subject to the 
different obligstions, requirements, responsibilities, and penalties 
established by the Law of October 17th, 1919, and to the iurisdic- 
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tion of the Law Courts in accordance with the aforesaid Law, 
The company will also be subject to the other Laws of the Republic 
unless they affect the clauses of the concession. The company 
must present plans of the line followed by the cables in territorial 
waters and national territory, showing the landing sites, the testing 
Office, and situation of buoys, signals, &c. 


United States. — The annual report of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Co. states that in co-operation with 
the Cuban-American Telephone & Telegraph Co., plans have 
been made to lay telephone cables to Havana, во that the principal 
places in Cuba will be in telephonic connection with the principal 
places in the United States. 

Many mechanical labour-saving devices have already been 
adopted to meet the shortage of unskilled labour, and other devices 
are being constantly studied and adapted to the needs of the business. 
The department of development and research during the year 
has actively prosecuted work upon more than 500 improvements 
in the telephone art. The patent holdings of the Bell System 
have increased fully 124 per cent. during the year, and it now-owns 
or controls, or is licensed under, more than 5,000 United States 
letters patent and applications therefor. | 

At the end of the year the report shows that in the United 
States there were approximately 11,000 separate telephone com- 
panies. Of them, 36 are associated companies of the Bell System, 
9,403 independent companies whose telephone stations are con- 
nected with the Bell System, and about 1,500 independent com- 
panies whose telephone stations are not connected with the Bell 
System. There is also a large number of rural lines and associa- 
tions operated mainly on & mutual or co-operative basis, and not 
rated as companies. Of these lines and associations there are 
26,184 which connect with the Bell System. At the end of the 
year the number of telephone stations which constitute the Bell 
System in the United States was 11,795,747, of which 7,739,159 
were owned by the associated companies of the Bell System. The 
increase in the total number of stations in the Bell System during 
1919 amounted to 729,748. There were 209,860 employés in the 
Associated Bell Companies at the end of the year, operating 
24,162,999 miles of wire, of which 94'6 per cent. was copper. The 
net additions to the Bell-owned plant during the year were 
over $73,000,000. Forthe whole Bell System, with all duplications 
excluded, the total income, including compensation, after the 
deduction of expenses, amounted to $79,650,186, from which over 
$27,000,000 was paid in interest and 849,000,000 in dividends, 
leaving over $12,000,000 surplus. The surplus earnings in the last 
five months of the year since the end of Federal control have been 
$7,000,000. The capital stock, bonds, and notes payable of the 
Bell Telephone System outstanding in the hands of the public at 
the close of the year were $1,060,000,000, while the net aasets 
devoted to earning return on these outstanding securities amounted 
to over $1,448,500.000. This is due to the fact that surplus and 
reserves of over $388,500,000 had been invested in productive 
property. For the American Telephone and Telegraph Co. the net 
earnings of the year were over 60,000,000. In round figures, the 
interest charges were 815.000.000; the dividends, $35,000,000 ; 
and the resulting balance, $9,000,000, of which $5,000,000 was 
appropriated to reserve for contingencies and 34,000,000 added to 
surplus. The company and its predecessors have paid dividends to 
the public at the rate of at least $7'01 per share each year for the 
past 38 years, and during the past 13 years the rate has been 
uniformly 88 per share. The number of shareholders in th: 
American Telephone and Telegraph Co. was on December 3l:t, 
1919, 120,460, an increase of 8,000 during the year. To this 
number should be added some 9,000 employés of the Bell System, 
who are paying for stock out of their wages.—7. and T. Age. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the par indicates 
the issus of the ELEOTBICAL REVIEW in Lan dies оў " Official 
Not ios appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Auckland (N. Z.).— September 1st. Harbour Board. 
For the supply of electric capstans and spares. Mesars. W. & A. 
McArthur, Ltd., 18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London, E. C. 2. 


Australia, — PERTH. — May 3rd. Postmaster-General's 
Department. Insulators, bolte, brackets, &c. Schedule 673. 
(April 2nd ) 

May 14th. Government of Western Australia. One 7,500-Kw. 
turbo-alternator and condensing plant. (April 9th.) 

MELBOURNE.—June 18th. City Council. Gas-filled metal-fila- 
ment lamps. City Electrica! Engineers Office, Town Hall, 
Melbourne. 


Belgium.—ANTWERP.—May 21st. Municipal authorities. 


Tenders for 10,690 metres of armoured cables, ;yequired in connec- 
tion with the electrical equipment of the Nos. 2 and 3 docka., 
Particulars may be obtained for one franc from the Hotel de Ville, 
Antwerp. 


"*Cardiff.— April 29th. Corporation. One 5,000-kw. 
turbo-alternator and condensing plant. (April 9th.) Ж 


Carlisle. — April 27th. Electricity Department. One 
1,000-Kw. converter, switchgear for converter, E.H.T. feeder switch- 
gear. (April 16th.) 


Dartford.—April 26th. Urban District Council. One 
water-tube boiler and mechanical stoker; bus-bars. (April 16th.) 


Dubiin.—April 24th. Electricity Supply Committee. 
Seven truck-type switch cubicles for use on a three-phase 50-period 
5,000 v. system. (April 16th.) 


Edinburgh.—April 26th. Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment. E.H.T. paper-insulated lead-covered cables. (April 2nd.) 
Lincoln.—May 24th. Electricity Department. Coal- 


handling plant. (See this issue.) 


Leigh (Lancs.),—Electricity Department. One 2,500-Kw. 
turbo-alternator; E.H.T. & L.T. switchgear; one 500-KW. rotary 
converter. (April 16th.) 


London. —SHoREDITCH.— The Lighting Committee is 
inviting tenders for one turbo-generator, one water-tube boiler, and 
H. and L.T. switchgear. 


Mauchester.— April 27th. Tramways Committee. Elec- 
trolytic copper and bronze trolley wire; steel fishplates for tram- 
way rails. Mr. J. McElroy, General Manager. 

April 28th. Education Committee, Electric lighting installa- 
tion at Birley Street, Beswick, and Princess Road, Moss Side, 
municipal schools. Education Offices, Deansgate. 


Nuneaton.— May 5th. Electricity Department. 3 core 


and 4-oore, L. T., paper · insulated cables. (See this issue.) 


Portsmouth. — April 26th. Board of Guardians. Elec- 
trical installation at the Children's Home, Milton. (April 16th.) 


Sheffleld.— Corporation Water Works. Electric haulage 
winch, pug mill. (See this issue.) 


South Africa.—MossEL BAY. — Electric lighting equip- 
ment. Contract No. 1.—High-speed super-heated steam engines, 
boilers, air and circulating pumps, condensers, steam piping, valves, 
alternators, switchboard. Contract No. 2.—Poles, cross arms, 
lightning arresters, street lamps, brackets, repair tower, meters, 
conduit work, cables, &c. Particulars of general conditions, tender 
forms, &c., can be seen on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade in London (Room 48, telephone extension No. 4). 
Copies can be lent in rotation t» those firms in the Provinces having 
no representative in London. 


Spain. — May 30th. Construction and working of an 
electric tramway between the Plaza de la Bonanova and the 
Monasterio de Pedralba, Barcelona. The Direccion General de 
Obras Publica:, Madrid. 


Sunderland.— April 28th. Electricity Department. Water- 
tuha boilers, superheaters, stokera, economisers and chimneys; one 
1,000-Kw rotary converter. Specifications, &c. (£1 each), from 
General Manager, Electricity Works, Dunning Street, 


Tasmania.—LaAuNcESTON.—June 7th. City Council. 
One 1, 000-Kk. v. A. hydro turbo-alternator, with switchgear. City 
Electrical Engineer, Town Hall, Launceston. 


Uruguay.—August 7th. Department of Posts, Telegraphs 
and Telephones. Construction of a national telephone system for 
the Department of Montevideo. Particulars from the Uruguayan 
Legation in London, 8, Elvaston Place, South Kensington, S. W. 


Whitby,—Electricity Department. Replacing economiser, 
boiler feed pump, pipework ; conversion of old dry duct into 
cooling pond. (April 16th.) 


CLOSED. 
Bootle,—Town Council. Accepted :— 


Two 84-ton electric vehicles, £2,545.—Ransome, Sims & Jefferies, Ltd. 
Two 5-ton electric vehicles, £2,810.— Electcomobile (Leeds), Ltd. 


Edinburgh.—Messrs. Redpath, Brown & Co. were the 
lowest bidders for the steelwork at the boiler house of the 
Portobello power station, with an offer of £654,000, and the 
contract has been placed with them. 


London, — Hackney. — Electricity Committee. The 
Committee recommends the cancelling of the contract with the 
Rees Roturbo Manufacturing Co., Ltd., for circulating pumps, at 
£1,708, the firm having given notice that the prices would be 
increased by 15 per cent. The electrical engineer, in view of 
the considerable increase in price, does not favour increasing the 
number of small pumps, but he may prefer to continue with the 
four existing pumps, and add, with the proposed extension, larger 
pumps, each with a capacity of 10,000 Kw. | 
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чн ees and Lighting Committee. Reoommended 
coal supply: 
6,000 yore 0010; Hall small nuts, 211,175 ; 9,000 tons ? pea slack, 23,495. — 
r 
8,000 tons ? Midland slack, £14,688.—J. Н. Gilman & Co. 
8,000 tons Derbyshire nutty, 25,787. —Harrison’s, Ltd. 


SHOREDITOH.—Lighting Committee. Accepted :— 


1 mile 8/-088 twin telephone cable, £96.—Edison Swan Elec. Co., Ltd. 
24 miles 7-core pilot cable, £750.--Union Cable Co., Ltd. 


Margate.—Town Council. Installing the electric light 
at the Municipal offices, Town Hall :— 
E. C. Spray (accepted) . 28 à E148 
J. Owen & Rons . ee x s E 175 
H. 8. Tett & Co., Ld. .. 0. 6 — 188 
W. J. Cannon at "a us “ke SA 190 
Glumars, Cox & Co. au А 25 - 196 
Thanet „ сө: 2 vus sis 198 
E. A. Pinto. : 298 
Sunderland. — Town Council. Electricity Committee. 
Асса 


В.І. -& Helsby Cables Co., Ltd.—House servicé cable and x.. r. and L.T. 


Brush Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd.—Two 250-k. v. A. transformers. 
Joseph Thompson & Co. —Creosoted redwood capping and cable troughing. 
Ferguson, Pailin & Oo., Ltd.—Switchgear. 


FORTHCOMING  BVENTS. 


Institution of Mechanica) Engtaeers.— Friday, April rd. At the Institu- 
tion, Storey’s Gate, S. W. At 6 p.m. General meeting. 


hysical Society of London. — Friday, April 38rd. At the Imperial 
College of Science, South Kensington, S. W. At ö p.m. Fourth Guthrie lecture 
on The Anomaly of the Nickel-iron Alloys,” by Mr. C. E. Guillaume. e 


Royal Institution of Great Britain.—Saturday, April Mth. At Albemarle 
treet, W 8 p.m. Lecture on The hermionic Vacuum Tube as 
Decco Anm lifter and Generator of Electrical Oscillations,” by Prof. W. 

Н. Eccles. ( ture II.) 


Royal Society of Arts.—Mondav, April 26th. At John Street. Adelphi. At 
үр Cantor leoture Aluminium and its Alloys," by Dr. W. Rosenhain, 


Electrical Trades’ Benevolent Institution. — Monday, April 96th. At the 
offices of the Electrical Contractors' Association, 1, Southampton Row, 
W. C. А+ 2.30 р.п, Annual general meeting. 


“ Dyna micables.'""'—Tuesday, April 27th. At the Connaught Rooms, Gt. Queen 
Street, W.O. At J. IF p.m. Anniversary dinner. 


Institution of Civil Engineers.—Tuesday, April 27th. At Great George 
Street, S. W. At 5.80 p.m. Annual general meeting. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—Thursday, April th. At 6 p.m. At 
the Institution of Civil Engineers, Gt. George Street, 8.W. r on 
“ Automatic Protective Devices for Alternating-current Systems, ” y Мт, 


A. E. McColl. 


(East-Midland йй Tuesday, April 27th. At the Technical 
College, Loughborough. At р. ‚т. Lecture on The Electrical Equip- 
ment of Ships,“ by Mr. C. H. Wordingham, C. B. E. 

(Scottish Centre).— Friday, April 80th. At Dundee. 


(Students M ). — Friday, April 80th. At Faraday House, 
Southampton Row, W. C. At 7 p.m. Paper on Tidal Power," by Mr. 
J. E. Holmstrom. 


tion of Engiaceriag and Shipbuilding Draughtsmen.—Thorsday, 
A ril 29th. At Chesterfield Grammar School. At 7.80 p.m. Paper on 
as Producer Plante," by Mr. J. J. Nicholson. 


меа East Coast Institution of Engineers and Shipb uilders.—Friday, 
80th. At the Literary and Philosophical Society, Newoastle-on- Tyne. 
ar 6. 15 .m. Paper on A Modern Power Station and its Development,” 
by Mr. J. 8. Watson. 


залог! poet toon of Engineers.—Friday, April 80th. At 89, Victoria Street, 
7.90 p.m. Social evening. 


__ —— 


NOTES. 


E.D.A.s Age.—Referring to our leaderette of last week, 
Mr. J. W. Beauchamp pointe out that the Electrical Development 
Association started on June 2nd, 1919, and therefore is not only 
leas than two yeara old, as we said, but has not even attained to 
its first anniversary. All the more credit to its efforts; it is a 
lusty infant, but needs ample nourishment —many pounds a day— 
and it is up to the electrical industry to feed it. 


Cardiff Turbo-Altermator Tenders: Correction.—By a 
printers’ error in our advertisement pages last week we credited 
Cardiff Corporation with inviting tenders for a 50,000-kw. turbo- 
alternator. The plant required is, of course, of 5,000 Kw. capacity. 


Electricity v. Gas.—At a meeting at Bradford, on Satur- 
day last, members of the Yorkshire Junior Gas Association 
attempted to console themselves with regard to the general demand 
for electric lighting in the new housing schemes, by referring at 
length to the supposed advantages of gas as a heating and cooking 
agent. In a paper by Mr. E. L. Oughton, of Huddersfield gas 
undertaking, tables were given which purported to show that in 
heating and cooking gas was a long way ahead of electricity," 
but in the discussion some members disputed the strict logic of the 
figures. Mr. Roper, of Brad ford, said that in his district the gas 
people were up against a very serious proposition in the electricity 
charges for domestic consumption, which were merely id. per unit, 
with & basis charge of 15 per cent. on the rateable value of the 
house. He greatly doubted whether gas could meet that on the 
question of cost. and pointed out that the charge included everything, 
lighting or otherwise, 


The Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution.—The 
annual general meeting of this Institution will be held at the 
offices of the Electrical Contractors’ Association, 11, Southampton 
Row, W. C. 1, on Monday, April 26th, 1920, at 2.30 p.m. ; Mr. J. Y. 
Fletcher will take the chair, and it is hoped that members will 
Show their interest by turning up in force. The meeting will 
receive the report of the Committee and the accounts for the year 
1919, and elect members of the Committee of Management. The 
following members retire by rotation, and are eligible for 
re-election :—Messrs. W. B. Eason, E. Garcke, T. E. Gatehouse, 
C. E. Hunter, W. Ratcliffe-Small, Sir Ernest Spencer, and Mr. G 
Sutton. 


Norwegian Water Power.—The Technical Review quotes 
from Teknisk Ukeblad a statement that the Government is pro- 
viding a sum of one and a-half millions sterling for the regulation 
of rivers, in order to increase the value of waterfalls. The work 
is to be completed in 1922. 


Electrical Power Engineers’ Association. — The first 
annual dinner of the Northern Division wae held in the Albion 
Hotel, Manchester, on April 17th, under the presidency of 
Мг. H. E. Annett, A.M.I.E.E., chairman of the division. | 

After the toast of The King," Mr. A. L. Lunn, past-presi- 
dent of the Association, proposed the toast of The Guests, 
and said was pleased to see so many chief engineers 
present, ав representatives of undertakings, as well as Ald. 
Walker, chairman of the Joint Board. He contrasted the 
large gathering with the first meeting of the Association 
which was held in Manchester, and said the progress was 
due, in some measure, to the sympathetic attitude of the 
great majority of chief engineers. 

Ald. Walker, in replying to the toast, said he had ground 
for hostility to the E. P. E. A., seeing that he was spending 
every Saturday and Sunday, not in well-earned rest, but on 
the Joint Board endeavouring to find eolutions to problems 
of rates, hours, and conditions. The electricity supply in- 
dustry was THE key industry, and by the work of the Joint 
Board, the result of which would be attained at no distant 
date, he hoped they would create feelings of satisfaction 
amongst the etaff. It could not be denied that many of those 
in authority in the electricity supply industry did not appre- 
ciate the technical knowledge necessary for those responsible 
for the generation and distribution of electrical energy. 

Mr. J. F. Heslop, A. M. I. E. E. (vice-president of the Asso 
ciation) proposed the toast of the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, and Mr. J. A. Robertson (chairman, N. W. Centre 
of the I. E. E.), in replying, said he had watched with 
pleasure the progress and good work of the E. P. E. A. in 
improving the status of the engineer. There were во many 
conflicting interests represented in the I. E. E. that for it to 
undertake the function of a protective organisation would 
be its own destruction. Instead, the I. E. E. endeavoured to 
bring the various sections together. The local Centre had 
eet up & committee to formulate a echeme for the training of 
station engineers. Technical education and training should 
be available for and accessible to the children of the poorest 
people. There was too much specialisation; he would have en- 
gineers change from generation to distribution and to sales, 
rather than wait for promotion in their own department. 

Mr. P. P. Wheelwright, M.I.E.E., proposed the toast of 
The E.P.E.A.,’’ suggesting a formula : Enterprise+Perse- 
verance+ Energy = Awards, which expressed his own view of 
the characteristics of the members who had made it such a 
success. Mr. J. H. Parker (president, E.P.E.A.), in replying, 
referred to the early difficulties of the Association. It was a 
baby which required nutrition, but the doctor told it to 
suck his thumb. This did not ‘help, and it wae decided to 
try a new food, ' Bonus food builds bonny babies." This 
met with success, and an addition was prescribed. The baby 
was now making rapid progress, and a new food, Basic 
rates," would be ready shortly. The Association wae & most 
democratic organisation; its members occupied an interme- 
diate position, being both workers and managerial, and he 
looked forward to the time when it would hold the balance 
against trouble in the industry. In conclusion, he said that 
if the members worked together, nothing could ‘restrain them 
from what they set out to do. 


Standardisation in Germany.—In Germany the Associa- 
tion of German Engineers has, according to the Z. T. Z., set up a 
powerful organisation in the “Standardisation Committee of the 
German Industry" [Nor menascliuas der Deutschen Industrie]. 
Standardisation falls into two main sub-divisions, namely, Regula- 
tion (Regelung) and Normalisation (Normung). The former is 
concerned with the drawing-up of regulations for the estimation 
of the capacity and behaviour of apparatus. The Committee holds 
that it is of the highest importance in view of the English and 
American activities in this sphere that the German regulations 
should be elaborated as quickly as possible, во as to strengthen 
the German position in respect of export. The latter relates to 
the specification of sizes in manufacture with the object of 
facilitating repetition work in respect of component parts, defini- 
tion of types, and the determination of overriding standards such as 
normal sections, normal voltages, kc. The Committee referred to 
above comprises a number of sections composed of specialists in 
various branches, and it is proposed to add to these sections as 
the needs arise, 
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т" Railway Signalling.—The report of Major Hall to the 
Ministry of Transport on the collision which occurred between a 
passenger train and a goods train at Soothill Wood Colliery, on the 
Leeas-Batley branch of the Great Northern Railway, early in 
February, states that the severe storm at the end of January had 
resulted in extensive damage to block telegraph and telephone 
wires over a large area in this district, and traffic was still, on this 
branch, being operated under the block telegraph regulations. 
Major Hall agrees with the opinion, expressed in a recent report 
by Colonel Pringle, that the temporary installation of telephone 
block working by means of insulated cable run out from reels 
would be of the greatest value pending restoration of normal con- 
ditions.—TZhe Times. 


The Educational Activities of Glasgow Electricity 
Department.—The Works Continuation School of the Electricity 
Department of Glasgow Town Council has introduced during the 
past winter various classes for employós. A very successful session 
has just been completed, when Mr. R. B. Mitchell, general manager, 
presented prizes gained by past students. The classes met four 
nights in each week, and included the following subjects :—Practical 
training in instrument making, arithmetic and algebra, and 
generation and distribution of electrical energy. The latter class 
was for the clerical staff, and all were conducted under the auspices 
of the Local Education Authority. 

On April 12th the session of the Glasgow Town Council Elec- 
tricity Department Engineering Society was concluded, Mr. R. B. 
Mitchell presiding over an attendance of 88 members. Mr. C. W. 
Marshall read a paper on "Transformation of Electrical Energy 
from А.С, to D.C., and an interesting discussion followed. The 
chairman intimated that arrangements were well in hand for the 
next sessions’ syllabus. 


Miue Locomotives.—1t is stated that the Home Office 
has been approached with a view to permitting the use of 
electric locomotives in coal mines. At present, in accordance with 
General Regulation No. 136, haulage by electrio looomotives on the 
overhead trolley wire system is prohibited in any mine in which 
coal is worked, but haulage by storage-battery locomotives may be 
. used in any mine, with the consent in writing first obtained of the 
Seoretary of State. and subject to such conditions affecting safety 
as may be prescribed by him. The use of internal-combustion 
locomotives is prohibited by the Act. The Department has laid 
down certain conditions, of which the most important is that 
the locomotive shall not, under any circumstances, spark in such 
a manner as to set up the danger of firing a mine. Designs 
have now been submitted to the Home Office for approval.— 
Colliery Guardian. 


Electric Vehicle Progress.—The Bristol Town Council 


proposes to purchase six electric tipping wagons for the collection 
and removal of refuse. The estimated cost is placed at £6,600, 
and the sanitary authority hopes that as a result of displacing 
horse vehicles by electrics a saving of £1,000 a year will be 
effected. At the inquiry held by the Ministry of Health respecting 
the application to borrow the money to meet the cost of the 
vehicles, the city engineer explained that since 1914 the expense 
of keeping a horse had risen from 12s. 10d. to 42s. per week, mainly 
due to the high price of fodder. The men's hours also had been 
reduced from 614 to 48 per week. In 1914 the oost per load of 
25 cwt. of refuse was 4s. 4d., and it was now 14s. At one of the 
destructors there was surplus electricity, and the Council thought it 
could charge these wagons every night with that surplus e!cotricity. 
One firm of electric vehicle manufacturers stated that if the 
Council did not save a shilling a ton on the first month's working, 
it would take the wagons back. The sanitary authority hoped to 
save £1,000 a year by means of electric wagons. 

The Derby local authority has placed an order with Newton 
Brothers, Ltd., for the supply of two electric vehicles. 

The Ministry of Health has sanctioned the borrowing of £7,520 
by the Edmonton Council for the purchase of electric vehicles and 
motor vans, 

Sanction has been received by the Hackney Corporation in 
respeot of the application to raise a loan of £5,418 for the purchase 
of four electric vehicles (two 2-tonners and two 34-tonners) for 
refuse-collection purposes. 

The Leeds Corporation has accepted a tender by Electromobile 
V T Ltd., for the supply of an electric tipping wagon at a cost 
of £1,610. 

Plymouth Corporation has reported favourably on the adoption 
of electrics for the sanitary services. The Committee is to purchase 
three electric vehicles for refuse removal, a pioneer sweeper and 


loader, and two tipping wagons, which can also be used as water - 


tanks for street-watering p . To oover the estimated cost 
of the vehicles and the adaptation of stable buildings as a garage, 
it was resolved to seek sanction for a loan of £12,840. 

The Rotherham borough engineer has been authorised to obtain 
tenders for the supply of two electrio vehicles for use by the 
Highways Department. | 

The Wakefield Electricity Department has had one electric 
vehicle in use for some considerable time, another is on order, and 
the parchase of a third is under consideration. 

The Wolverhampton Corporation is to experiment with an 
electric vehicle for the local public servioes.— Electric Vehicle. 


New Electric Clock at St. Pancras.—In these days of 
long deliveries it is refreshing to hear of somebody who can make 
& prompt shipment of goods. A case in point is the large clock 
under the Arcade of the Midland Railway Terminus at St. Pancras, 
London. Travellers have doubtiess noticed for some months that 
this clock has been out of commission, On March 20th, Mesara. 


Gent & Co., Ltd., Leicester, reoeived instruotions to electrify this 
clock, and install one of their Waiting-Train ” movements behind 
the díal, and, although no preparatory work had been done, by the 
afternoon of March 26th the large face had been cleaned, the hand 
mechanism adjusted, a new Waiting-Train " movement installed, 
and the whole of the electrification of the clock completed, and 
going by 4 o'clock on that day. This clock, which appears to 
be of ordinary size, 6 or 7 ft. in diameter, is in reality 18 ft. 
across, only a few feet smaller than Big Ben of Westminster. 
As a single-dial clock it is the largest electric clock in London. 
The Waiting-Train mechanism used for driving this dial is a 
small compact piece of apparatus, oocupying a space about 18 in. 
square. The motive power for driving the hands is obtained from 
the pendulum, through the medium of a ratchet-wheel and the 
usual crown gear. The accuracy of the time-keeping is not, how- 
ever, dependent upon this, but the pendulum is arranged to have a 
slight gaining rate, and moves the hands with а steady motion 
through a half-minute space on the dial in about 27 seconds. At 
this point a masking paw! comes automatically into operation, and 
stops the drive. Exactly on the half-minute the impulse from the 
master transmitter releases the masking pawl, and allows the drive 
to continue. The hands, therefore, do not proceed in half-minute 
impulses, as in the case of small clocks, but at a uniform rate, with 
small periods of “ waiting." The pendulum is self-maintaining, 
and is capable of developing up to nearly 30 times its normal 
power, so that wind or snow pressure on the hands of the clock 
cannot affect ite time-keeping qualities. 


Edncational.— FARADAT Hovust.—The following appoint- 
ments to Entrance Scholarships at Faraday House Electrical Engi- 
neering ‘College have been made :—To Frank Douglas Goodchild 
(County School, Beckenham), a Faraday Scholarship of 50 guineas 
per annum, tenable for two years in College and one year in engi- 
neering works ; to George John Moody (Alleyn's School, Dulwich), 
& Maxwell Scholarship of 50 guineas per annum, tenable for one 
year in College and one year in engineering works. | 

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY. — We have now received a copy 
of the " prospectus" of the issue of the Manchester University 
"bonds" referred to in our columns last week. This novel 
publication has all the appearances of the usual method of 
publicity adopted by company promoters. It announces that 
‘no оору of this prospectus has been filed with the Regis- 
trar of Joint Stock Companies,’ and the title assumed is 
“Lancashire Development Unlimited—The University of Man- 
chester.” The “capital” is divided into 425, 000 cumulative 
participating ordinary bonds of £1 each,” and 1,500,000 cumu- 
lative participating people's bonds of 1s. each. The terms 
of subscription’ are :—On application—" As much as possible " 
and on allotment payment may be spread over three years, at option 
of subscriber. A form of application is enclosed. Apart from the 
undoubted worth of the University to the country; this new 
departure, in attracting the attention and support which is essential 
to its continuation, deserves sympathetic consideration and 
response. 


Vehicle Lights.—The Departmental Committee on Lights 
on Vehicles, of which Sir Henry Maybury is chairman, has made 
two interim reports to the Ministry of Transport, which have been 
published as a White Paper (Cmd. 659, 2d. net]. The subjects 
dealt with are lighting-up times, the number of lamps to be carried 
on various types of vehicles, and the restriction of the use of dazzle 
headlignts. It is agreed that some of the headlights now in use 
are unnecessarily powerful, and that inconvenience and frequently 
danger arise from their use, The Committee has examined a large 
number of devices to reduoe or eliminate dazzle. “ While it is 
quite easy to avoid dazzle, the effect of most of the devices which 
do this satisfactorily is to produce an unsafe driving light," besides 
wasting a large percentage of light. The Committee recommends 
that the light given by all headlights ahould comply with some 
standard of illumination ascertained at various pointe. With a 
view to fixing such a standard, it proposes to subject all ideas and 
devices submitted to it to а series of practical road tests. Pending 
this investigation, the Committee suggests the limitation of the 
size of clear glass apertures of head-lamps to 7 in. diameter on 
motor cars, and 6 in. on motor cycles. Not more than two head- 
lamps should be allowed; not more than four lamps showing a 
light to the front to be permitted on any vehicle (except in the 
case of a vehicle with a load that overhangs laterally); not more 
than one separate rear light to be used exoept in the case of pro- 
jecting loads ; all lamps showing a light to the front shall have 
clearly and indelibly marked thereon their capacity or power, and 
shall not exceed 24 С.Р.; if more than two lamps showing a light 
to the front are used, two of them must be side lights not exceed- 
ing e each. Legielation and special provisions are recom- 
men 


The Electrical Purification of Air.—A note presented 
to the Académie des Sciences by Messrs. D'Arsonval, Bordas, and 
Touplain, and reproduced in the Herue Générale de Г Electricité. 
describes experiments on the purification of contaminated air by 
electrical means, the air being drawn through a copper tube in 
the axis of which was a wire maintained at a negative potential 
of 50,000 volts with regard to the tube. Although the air was 
proved to contain originally 150 microbes per m.“, after electrifica- 
tion it was absolutely sterile. As experimenta with dust particles 
had shown that the best results obtainable did not exoeed a deposi- 
tion of 95 to 97 per cent. of the particles, the authors concluded 
that the destruction of the microbes was partly due to the action 
of ozone, and their researches will be directed to this aspect of the 
matter, я 
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Inquiries.— Makers of ** Etcholite " and of the Pulvo ” 


vaouum cleaner are asked for. 


Identification Marks on Motor Vehicles.—The Metro- 
politan Police have issued an emphatic warning with regard to 
faulty identification marks on motor vehicles. Warnings were 
given in 1917 and 1918, and some 6,000 offences were reported in 
the Metropolitan Police District in the latter year. A further 
warning is now given, for the last time, that the Police will insist 
on these marks being in compliance with the law. 


Strike at Port Sunlight.— Electrical Trades Union men 
employed by Lever Bros. at the Port Sunlight works, who came 
out on strike on Wednesday of last week, owing to the employ- 
ment of three men who are members of the Electrical Power 
Engineers' Association, have not, up to the time of writing, 
returned to work. Negotiations between the firm and the Union 
have been held, and a settlement may not be very distant. 


Engineering Golfing Society.—The spring meeting will 
take place. by the courtesy of the Golf Club, at Coombe Hill, 
Kingston Hill, on Tuesday, May llth. A medal round will be 
played in the morning, and а four-ball foursome competition 
against bogey in the afternoon. Entries close on Monday, May 3rd. 
A match play tournament will commence early in May; entries 
close on Monday, April 26th. The hon. secretary. Mr. W. L. 
Mansergh, 5, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W.1, will be glad to 
furnish application forms and other particulars, to any members 
of the engineering profession who belong to recognised golf clubs, 
and wish to join the society. 


Appointments Vacant.—Shift engineer (90s.) for the 
Hoylake and West Kirby Urban District Electricity Department; 
telegraph inspectors (£200 + £65) for the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department in the Tanganyika Territory ; assistant lecturer in 
electrica] engineering (£350) for the Manchester Municipal 
College of [Technology ; staff engineer (£234) for the Doncaster 
Corporation Electricity Department; full.time teacher of engin- 
eering (£350 to £450) for the Birkenhead Technical School ; 
installation assistant (£250) for the Ipswich Corporation Elec- 
шоу and Tramways Departments. See our advertisement pages 
to-day. 


The Diesel-Electric Propulsion of Ships.— In the Ship- 
building and Marine Engineering Section of the Times Engineering 
Supplement for April, it is sts ted that the Diesel- electric system has 
many advocates, in America, where a number of ships of 10,000 tons 
deadweight are being equipped with Diesel-driven D.C. generators, 
of 5,000 B. H.P. each, supplying current to the propeller motors. 
The engines are of the simple non-reversing type, running con- 
tinuously at constant speed, and owing to the intervention of the 
electrical gear, can be run at higher speeds than when directly coupled 
to the propeller shaft, thus economising space and weight. The 
system lends itself well to the development of very large powers 
without the risks attendant on the use of large cylinders. 


Spark Plugs.—Brass has often been assumed to be 


superior to steel for sparking-plag shells because of its greater 
heat conductivity. The measurements described in Report No. 52, 
U.S. National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, prove the 
contrary, showing that the iuterior of a sparking plug, having a 
brass shell, is from 50° to 150° C. (90° to 270° F.) hotter than that 
of a similar steel plug. Consicivnt results were obtained in both an 
aviation and a truck engine, and under conditions which eliminated 
all other sources of difference between the plugs. It is to be con- 
cluded that steel is to be preferred to brass for sparking-plug 
shells.— Tech nical Review. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — The annual general 
meeting of the NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE was held on April 13th, 
at the Engineers' Club, Manchester, Mr. J. Robertson presiding. 

The annual report, read by the honorary secretary, Mr. A. 
Ellis, stated that 11 general meetings had been held, including the 
Kelvin Lecture. and the attendance averaged 120. A noteworthy 
feature was the number of new speakers, including several visitors ; 
on the average, eight speakers took part in the discussion at each 
meeting. There was an increase in every class of membership. the 
greatest being in the Student Section, where the figures were 222, 
against 128 last session, and the aggregate was 984. compared 
with 830. The Liverpool Sub-Centre had held five meetings and 
the Preston Sub-Centre six. 

The Chairman, in replyiug to a vote of thanks, said they had 
every reason to feel proud of the work which had been done by 
the Centre, and also by the Institution as a whole. There was a 
tendency to bring together various interests, including the 
manufacturing interest, which, he was sorry to say. was ignored 
for many years by the Institution, to reconcile conflicting views, 
and to enable those who were apparently in opposition to one 
another to work together for the common good of the Institution 
and the industry as a whole. Personally, he had tried to emphasise 
the importance of the Students’ Section and the necessity of 
encouraging it in order to maintain the strength of the Institution. 

Thanks were voted to Mr. Ellis for his services as honorary 
secretary, and to the Committee of the Engineers’ Club for allowing 
the meetings to be held on the club premises, 


There were nine candidates for membership of the Committee. 
and a vote was taken by ballot, the successful candidates being Mr. 
H. A. Ratcliff, Mr. B. Welbourn, and Mr. J. H. Wood. Theelection 
of Mr. J. Frith (chairman), Alderman W. Walker and Mr. A. 8. 
Barnard (vice-chairmen), and Mr. A. Ellis (honorary secretary) was 
agreed to unanimously. 

The meeting was followed by a smoking concert. 


SouTH MIDLAND CENTRE.—The hon. secretary of the Centre 
informs us that the authorities of the Technical College, Lough- 
borough, and the Brush Electrical Co., Ltd., have extended an 
invitation to the members to visit their respective establishments. 
May 14th has been suggested as a suitable date for the visit, and a 
programme has been arranged. Members of the Centre desirous of 
taking part are asked to communicate with the hon. secretary (Mr. 
J. D. Morgan) not later than April 24th. The probable cost of the 
visit will be 108. per member, as a motor-'bus is being hired for the 
occasion. 

SCOTTISH CENTRE.—Lecturing on "Highland Water-Power " 
to this Centre of the Institution in Glasgow, on April l4th, 
Mr. J. M. M. Munro dealt with the nature, need, and urgency of 
8 preliminary investigation of the entire field of national portable 
and power water supply, and the organisation necessary to under- 
take it. The problem, he pointed out, was to utilise fully and 
distribute equitably the whole water resources of the country for 
the maximum benefit of all. The preliminary inclusive general 
survey could most quickly be accomplished under the auspices of 
interim district water committees, appointed by groups of county 
councils. Schemes ripe for accomplishment could be undertaken 
by permanent area water boards. A Government contribution 
towards cost would probably be necessary, but the main capital 
would be borrowed through local authorities and others interested 
in water or power supply. These boarda would not distribute 
beyond their area, but would sell water there to local authorities 
and electrical energy to the district electricity authorities. At the 
same meeting office-bearers for the year were appointed as follows: 
—Chairman, Mr. J. E. Sayers; vice-chairmen, Mr. C. F. Goslin, 
and Mr. Alex. Lindsay; hon. secretary, Mr. Joseph Taylor ; 
assistant hon. secretary. Mr. W. F. Mitchell ; chairman, Students’ 
Section, Mr. F. H. Whysall. Mr. Roger T. Smith, President of the 
Institution, delivered an interesting address. 


Institution of Civil Engineers.—On Tuesday last the "James 
Forrest" lecture was delivered by Sir Dugald Clerk, F. R. S., the 
subject being Coal Conservation in the United Kingdom." After 
a preliminary survey of the coal resources of the country, the 
author took as his text the report of the Coal Conservation Com- 
mittee of the Board of Trade, and severely criticised the statistics 
put forward, and the economies ascribed to the scheme of elec- 
tricity supply. He then compared the relative efficiencies of gas 
and electricity in terma of the heat units contained in the coal, and 
maintained that where heat was required, gas was far superior to 
electricity, while in & few years' time its superiority would be 
vastly increased. He saw little prospect of improvement in elec- 
trical plant, though, by abandoning condensation and using the 
exhaust steam from turbines for heating purposes, he considered 
that a very high thermal efficiency was obtainable. A suggestion 
of Lord Kelvin's that large quantities of low-temperature heat 
could be obtained with a small expenditure of energy by utilising 
the reversible properties of the Carnot cycle between narrow limits, 
Sir Dugald declared, was not a fallacy; it offered a promising 
opening for new developments. For lighting purposes he stated 
that electricity was more economical than gas. The advantages 
of gas for generating power, in preference to steam, were emphasied, 
and the lecturer concluded with a brief reference to the use of 
water-power. 

The Council, in response to requests from various parts of the 
country, has decided to form local associations. These will, at 
first, only be instituted in centres where Associations of Students 
are already in existence, and the grant made by the Institution to 
these Students’ Associations will be continued if the latter are 
incorporated with the newly-formed bodies. Various other rules 
regarding this matter have been formulated by the Council. 


Liverpool Wireless Assoclatlon.—A meeting was held on 
April 14th, at which additional new members were elected. A 
paper was given by a member with regard to valve action and 
circuits, followed by an instructional article on the conatruction 
of a standard wave-meter. The following gentlemen were elected 
as members of Committee :—Mesars, Grindon, Henderson, Coulton, 
Moore, Hyde, Saunders, and Williams. Mr. G. Irvine was elected 
hon. treasurer, and Mr. S. Frith, 6, Cambridge Road, Crosby, Liver- 
pool, was re-elected as hon. secretary. The next meeting is on 
Wednesday, April 28th ; all interested in wireless are cordially 
invited, 

Birmingham and District Electric Club.—At the final meeting 
of the session, on April 17th, a paper was read by Mr. F. D. 
Davidson on " The History and Development of Electric Heating 
and Cooking." The author gave a short history of the experimenta 
and difficulties of the pioneers in America, Germaay and England, 
referring particularly to Franklin, Lane-Fox and Carpenter in 
America, and to Crompton and others in England. He expressed 
the opinion that for the purpose of water boiling and the like, the 
mica wire strip element, bolted in close contact with its work, was 
the most efficient heating element yet devised, and for heating 
purposes the porcelain former ty pe of fire-bar was the most effective. 
A plea was made for some attempt at the standardisation of heating 
elements, and the suggestion was put forward that the most useful 
size of element for general purposes was an element 6 in. long by 
11 in. wide, and not more than u in. thick; this could be used 
singly or in auitable numbers for practically all forms of apparatus, 
the loading and voltages being varied to suit requirements, 
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OUR PBRSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of t 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


Mr. GeorGe J. HOLLYER, chief assistant electrical engineer 
at the Walthamstow Electricity Works, has resumed duties 
after his recent illness. 

Mr. ARNOLD Hucues, Falkirk Corporation electrical engi- 
neer, has been granted three months’ leave of absence for 
health reasons. 

Mr. THOMAS CLIMIE has been appointed assistant electrical 
engineer by the Falkirk Town Council at £330 per annuin. 

The Hull Electricity Committee has unanimously agreed 
that the salary of Mr. Н. BELL, the electrical engineer, be in- 
creased trom 4700 to £1,0U0 a year, dating from April lst, 
1919. In a letter to the committee Mr. Bell pointed out that 
his present salary was identical with that he received seven 
years ago. Не also submitted an official scale of payments by 
units, and said that under this scale he would be entitled to 
£1,410 per annum. During his absence at the war the whole 
question had been in abeyance. 

Mr. R. C. Huw, late of the Adiniralty Salvage Department, 
has recovered sufficiently from a long and serious illness to 
enable him to undertake duties once more on the staff of the 
Gloucester Corporation Power Station, where he formerly 
held the position of Engineer-in-Charge. 

Lieut.-Colonel A. Simpson has been appointed director; 
Capt. P. J. Edmunds, physician; Mr. H. N. Swinstead, traffic 
manager, and Capt. Б. W. Hawl, instructor, wireless branch, 
Indian telegraphs.—Indian Engineering. 

Mr. H. A. NEVILLE, chief electrical engineer of the Wake- 
field Corporation for the past 16 years, has been appointed 
electrical engineer and manager of the Peterborough Cor- 
poration electricity works at a salary of £750, rising by annual 
increments of £50 to £1,000. | 

Mr. R. Сошлмѕ has resigned his position as engineer and 
manager of the Galway Electric Co., Ltd., on taking up an 
appointment with an engineering concern in Dublin. Mr. 
A. H. Pemberthy, manager of the Ruthin Electric Supply Co., 
has been appointed to succeed him. Mr. Pemberthy was 
formerly on the statf of the B.T.H. Co., Rugby. 

Mr. W. E. Miter has resigned his position as manager 
of the Carron Co.’s electrical cooking and heating department, 
and has taken over the electrical cooking and heating de- 
partment of Messrs. Archibald Low & Sons, Ltd., of Partick, 
Glasgow, who intend to develop this particular branch very 
considerably in the near future. 

Whitehaven T.C. has increased the salary of the borough 
electrical engineer to £450 a year. He had applied for £500, 
the recognised scale, but it was thought advisable not to pay 
this scale until the publication of the balance sheet at the 
end of the year. 

At the Aylesbury electricity works, on April 9th, Mr. A. T. 
ATKINSON was presented with a silver cruet stand from the 
staff and employés, on the occasion of his marriage. Mr. 
Turnbull, the borough electrical engineer, made the presen- 
tation. 

Commissioned Electrician W. Ross has been appointed to 
H.M.S. Repulse from the 3rd inst. 

Mr. J. Н. Bouam, borough electrical engineer at Weymouth, 
has secured an appointment in India. 

Mr. R. F. Dixon, works superintendent of the Southampton 
Corporation Tramways, who is leaving to become general 
manager and engineer to the Mansfield Light Railway Co., 
has been presented by the staff with a silver cake dish and a 
china fruit dish. 

Mr. G. H. THURSTON, on retiring from the staff of the Isle 
of Wight Electricity Co., has been presented by his colleagues 
with a cake casket. 

Mr. W. WETHERER, 3 lineman for nearly 50 years on the 
L. & N.W. Railway at Stafford, has been the recipient of a 
purse of money and an armchair from the members of the 
electrical department of the Stafford district. 

Mr. S. С. Marston has resigned his position as mains en- 
gineer at Stoke-on-Trent, after 16 years’ service with the 
Corporation, to take up an appointment as distribution en- 
gineer at Sunderland. 

The Times states that Signor Marcont has resigned his 
position as Italian delegate at the Peace Conference. 

Mr. C. LE MAISTRE was married on April 16th at the Chapel 
Royal, Savov, to Irene, vounger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ernest van der Beeck. of Turpington, Bickley, Kent. 

On Thursday last a farewell dinner was given bv a number 
of his friends to Mr. E. C. Barton, M.I.E.E.. who is about 
to return to Australia after carrying on a strenuous cam- 
paign in support of decimal coinage and the metric system 
of weights and measures, and performing a variety of work 
of national importance during the war. Mr. "Theodore 
McKenna presided, and amongst those present were Mr. 
Harry Allcock, Mr. G. L. Addenbrooke, Mr, Percy Rosling, 
Mr. Lee Murray, and Mr. W. L. Madgen, as well as many 
other inen of eminence in scientific and commereial circles. 
Mr. Barton etated that hitherto Australia and New Zealand, 
whilst anxious to adopt the decimal syetem, had waited for 


the home country to lead the way; however, in view. of the 
report of the Royal Commission on Decimal Coinage, he 
would endeavour to persuade them to wait no longer, but to 
carry out the reform independently of Great Britain. 

Mr. J. R. D. NORRIE has resigned his position as electrical 
engineer to the Park Prewitt Asylum, Basingstoke. The ap- 
pointment of a successor has been deferred for the present; 
the leading fitter and electrician will be responsible, under 
the direction of the medical superintendent, for the eatisfac- 
tory working of the plant. 

Mr. Н. F. MARSHALL, charge engineer at the Barrow-in- 
Furness Corporation electricity works, has been presented 
with a dressing case by the works einployés. He leaves 
England on April 24th to take up an appointment in Shanghai. 


Obituary.—Mn. Н. W. RosiNsoN.—The death occurred on 
April 14th of Mr. Herbert W. Robinson, local district superin- 
tendent for Messrs. Christy Bros. & Co., electrical engineers, 
of Chehnstord. He was 43 years of age, and had been with 
the firm for over 23 years. 

Mr. A. H. HiokNs.—lhere passed away on Saturday last 
Mr. Arthur Н. Hiorns, who for about 40 years was head of 
e Меш Departwent of the Binningham Technical 
School. 

Pror. J. A. McCLrELLAND, F.R.S.—We regret to record the 
death on April 18th, in Dublin, of Prof. J. A. McClelland, 
Professor of Experimental Physics in University College, 
Dublin. During the war Prof. McClelland was a member of 
the Inventions Couuuittee and of the Committee for Organisa- 
tion of Industrial Research. 

Pror. А. К. Huxtixc1on.—The death occurred suddenly on 
Saturday last of Pror. Alfred Kirby Huntington, who was 
from 1879 until October, 1919, Professor of Metallurgy at 
King's College. . 

Pror. L. T. O’SHEA.—On Sunday last there passed away, 
suddenly, at Shettield, Prof. L. T. O’Shea, for many years 
Professor of Applied Chemistry at Sheffield University. For 
more than 25 years he made a special study of the chemistry 
of fuel, especially in connection with coke-oven developments 
and the preparation of fuel for industrial purposes. 

Mr. T. VAII.— We regret to record the death of Mr. Theodore 
Vail, which occurred on April 16th at the Johns Hopkins Hos- 
pital, Baltimore, from heart failure, at the age of 75 years. It 
seems that he had been in failing health for the past year. 
He was one of the best-known electrical men in the U.S.A., 
and he had also been prominently connected with important 
electrical concerns in South America, interests which brought 
him into personal contact with electrical men and others in 
London. An account of his career by a correspondent ” 
appeared in the Times of 19th inst. The writer says: ''Dur- 
ing the ten years of Mr. Vail's presidency of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. the ' Bell' telephone system in 
the United States was increased from below 6,000,000 stations 
to nearly 12,000,000 etations, and the range of the telephone 
was Increased until it covered the whole Continent, and New 
York was able to talk to San Francisco. Such a remarkable 
expansion of a complicated svstem of communication and 
such an extraordinary technical feat as the transmission of 
the human voice over a circuit more than 3,000 miles long 
required a highly scientific organisation. It is to Mr. Vail's 
recognition of the importance of scientific research that the 
great expansion and high efficiency of the American telephone 
system are due. . . . Many industries get their 1mprovements 
from outside, but the telephone industrv has almost con- 
sistently been improved from within by the inventions and 
advances of the research departinent of the American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. . . . Mr. Vail had retired from the 
active presidency of the American Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
though remaining chairman of the board and retaining his 
active interest in the great work of telephone development. 


Will.—The late Sir John Jackson, the well-known con- 
tractor, left £504,764 net personalty. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Berrite, Ltd. (166,397).—Private company. Registered 
April 14th. Capital, £30,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business 
carried on by the Copal Varnish Co., Ltd., as dealers in insulating materials 
and compositions under the style of '' Berrite," including the trade mark 
„ Derrite." The subscribers (each with one share) are: E. Н. Barchard, 22, 
College Hill, E.C., solicitor; P. M. Sanderson, 22, College Hill. E. C., 
solicitor's managing clerk. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. 
Solicitors : Janson, Cobb, Pearson & Co., 22, College Hill, E.C. 


Cooke & Segal, Ltd. (166,470).—Private company. Re- 
gistered April 15th. Capital, 210,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of lighting, glass and hardware merchants, &c. The first directors are: W. 
E. Cooke, 22, Randolph Crescent, Maida Vale, W.; J. Segal, 94, Fairholt 
Road, Stoke Newington, N.16. Secretary: A. W. Wale, 93, Capel Road, 
Forest Gate, E. Registered office: 21-23, Gray's Inn Road, W. C. I. 


E. B. C. Electrical Co., Ltd. (166,347).—Private com- 
pany. Registered April 13th. Capital, £70.000 in £1 shares (20,000 prefer- 
ence). To carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in electric 
lighting and starting sets and accessories and equipment of all kinds for 
motor and other vehicles, vessels and aircraft, engineers, &c., and to enter 
into an agreement with S. L. Price. The first directors are: S. L. Price, 
2, Eagle Street, High Holborn, W. C.: L. C. Harvey, 26, Victoria Street, 
Westminster; W. H. Carey, 78 and 80, High Holborn, W. C.; C. A. M. 
Buckley, 17, Drewstead Road, Streatham, S. W. Solicitor: F. S. Fleuret, 27, 
Chancery Lane, W.C. Registered office: 62, Eagle Street, High Holborn, 


». 
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J. E. Slack, Ltd. (166,227).—Private company. Regis- 
tered April 9th. Capital. 000 in EI shares. To carry on the business of 
manufacturers of and dealers in tubes, pipes, conduits, mains, retorts, bends, 
elbows, flanges and accessories for tubes, pipes and conduits, &c. The first 
directors are: J. B. Slack, 343, Holloway Road, Holloway, N., director, 
Ferguson Superheaters, Ltd.; . Н. Spearing, Eversfield Road, Reigate, 
director, Ferguson Superheaters, Ltd., and Goodrich & Hamlyn, Ltd. Secre- 
tary: J. E. Slack. Registered office: GU, Queen Victoria Street, Е.С. 


` Chesterfield Tube Co., Ltd. (166,341).—Registered April 
13th. Capital, 235. 00% in 7, shares of #1 euch and 1,230,000 shares ot 
Be. each. To carry on the business of manufacturers of steel and iron tubes 


S.W.; G. Hooper, Readings, Five Ashes, Sussex; A. Mitchelson, Holme Park, 

: H. W. Pelham-Clinton, 53, Eccleston Square, S. W.; W. A. 
Woodeson, Nevar House, Clowdene Bank, Low Fell, Gateshead (director, 
Clarke, Chapman & Co., Ltd.). Minimum cash subscription, £7. Secretary : 
J. G. Dinan. Registered office: 6, Austin Friars, E.C. 


Don Engineering Co., Ltd. (166,456).—Private company. 
Registered April 14th. Capital, £200,000 in £1 shares. To take over the 
business of consulting, mechanical and electrical engineers, physical and 
scientific consultants, patentees, inetallurgists, engineering experts, manu- 
facturers oí motor cars, cycles, scooters, ‘buses, lorries, taxi-cabs, &c., and 
to adopt an agreement with Dr. A. M. Low. The subscribers (each with 
one share) are: Hon. C. N. Bruce, 1, Lowndes Square, S. W., barrister; 
Hon. N. M. Upton, The Holme, Balmaclellan, N.B., engineer. The sub- 
scribers are to appoint the first directors. Solicitor: T. Outer, 17, Throg- 


morton Avenue, E.C. 

Н. Т. Hazzledine, Ltd. (166,208) .—Private company. 
Registered April Oth. Capital, £10,000 in EI shares. To carry on in the 
U.K. or elsewhere the business of electrical engineers and contractors, manu- 
facturers of and dealers in electrical apparatus and appliances, &c. The 
first directors are: Н. T. Hazzledine, The Cottage, Lucknow Drive, Notting- 
ham; J. T. H. Barwood, 582, Berridge Road, Nottingham. Solicitor: S. J. 
Burnie, Moot Hall Chambers, Wheeler Gate, Nottingham. Registered office : 


5, Talbot Street, Nottingham. 
Bower & Taylor, Ltd. 1,166,193). —Private company. Re- 


gistered April 9th. Capital, £5 in #1 shares. To take over the business 
of an automobile and electrical engineer carried on by J. A. Bower at 17-21, 
Thurlow Park Road, West Dulwich, S. E., as Motor and Electrical In- 
dustries. The subscribers (each with one share) are: J. A. Bower, 42, 
Thurlow Park Road, West Dulwich, S.E., engineer; H. G. Stimson, Salis- 
bury House, E.C.2, solicitor; W. J. Billing, 17, Oliver Road, Sutton, Surrey, 
clerk. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Registered office: 
7-8, Great Winchester Street, E. E. 


British Plugs, Ltd. (166,340). — Private company. Regis. 
tered April 13th. Capital, £500 in £1 shares. To carry on the business of 
makers of sparking plugs, &c. The first directors are: D. F. Linstone, 45, 
Aberdare Gardens, N.W.6; S. Jacobs, The Briars, Park Hill, Moseley, Bir- 
mingham. Registered office: 86, Church Strect, E.1. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
| COMPANIES. 


L. J. Healing & Co., Ltd. (97,137).—Return dated June 
Эса, 1919 (filed January 20th, 1920). Capital, £100,000 in 5,000 preferred 
and 5,000 deferred shares of £10 each. 1,301 preferred and 5,000 deferred 
shares taken up. £13,010 paid. E50, 000 considered as paid. Mortgages and 
charges, nil. 


Bray, Markham & Reiss, Ltd.—Particulars of £8,000 de- 
bentures created March 24th, 1920, filed pursuant to Section 93 (3) of the 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908. The whole amount being now issued. 
Property charged: The company's undertaking and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital. No trustees. 


Venezuela Telephone and Electrical Appliances Co., Ltd. 
— Satisfaction in full on March Ist, 1920, of charge dated December 7th, 1908, 
securing £30,000 prior lien debentures. 


Pinckney & Forster, Ltd.—Deposit on March Ist, 1920, 
of deeds of freehold premises at Newcastle-on-Tyne, to secure all moncys 
becoming due from company to Barclay's Bank. 


British Union Lamp Works, Ltd.—Satisfaction to the ex- 
tent of £2,299 on March 3rd, 1919, of more Age or charge dated May 7th, 
1913, eecuring all moneys not exceeding £3, for which the charges may 
become liable under a guarantee to company's bankers. 


Fredk. R. Butt & Co., Ltd.—Particulars of £10,000 de- 
bentures created March 29th, 1920, filed pursuant to Section 93 (3) of the 
Companies (Consolidation) Act, 1908. The whole amount being now issued. 
Property charged: The company’s undertaking and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital. No trustees. 


Wilson- Wolf Engineering Co., Ltd.—Mortgage on certain 
land and buildings at Peterborough, dated March 22nd, 1920, to secure all 
moneys due or to become due from company to Lloyd’s Bank, Ltd., Bradford. 


United Flexible Metallic Tubing Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction 
'n full on February 28th, 1920, of mortgage dated November 22nd, 1907, 
securing £2,020. 


CITY NOTES. 


Sir J. Fortescue Flannery, Bart, M. P., 


Callender’s presided at а special meeting on April 15th 
Cable and at which it was resolved to subdivide the 
Construction £5 shares into five shares of £l each, 
Co., Ltd. making a much more marketable security, 


and to increase the capital from £900,000 
to £1,300,000. In the course of his speech, the chairman said 
that trade had increased in such a way that they could not 
cope with the orders offered without providing special means 
for dealing with them. Thev had erected new works, en- 
larged some of the shops, and provided new machine tools. 
The turnover in money in proportion to the turnover in 
manufactured tons was verv greatly increased. The average 
wage per man per weck was 24 times that of 1914. The 
weekly hours of working were then 53 and to-dav thev were 
47, so that both as regarded the total amount of wages and 


the hours worked in return, there had been a change in- 
volving a very much larger outlay per ton of manufactured 
goods. ‘There were several causes which made an increased 
capital necessary. In the first place there were the increased 
charges for buildings and fixed plant; secondly the increased 
cost per ton of manufactured cable; thirdly, the increased 
Volume of orders; and fourthly, the increased facilities of a 
financial character which their customers expected, as com- 
pared with the Government, for whom they had been working 
during the last five years. They proposed to Increase the 
working capital by £400,000 in the form of 400,000 £1 71 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares, which would be cailed 
“ B” shares, and would rank after the 64 per cent. preference 
shares already in existence and in priority to the ordinary 
shares, both those which had already been issued and the 
balance which 16 was now intended to issue. They had fine 
business contracts both at home and abroad awaiting execu- 
tion, and they looked forward to a satisfactory future. There 
were great developments of a scientifc character—higher 
pressures, larger loads, longer distances for transmission and 
extension of the telephone system. Business in the Dominions 
across the seas and in foreign countries continued to expand, 
and they believed that the electrical industry had a very 
fine future. 

Sir T. O. Callender said that in view of the great extension 
of electrical distribution throughout the country, he looked 
forward to a prosperous career for the company. 


The Elektriska A.B. K.B. Fréed reports 
net profits of 80,000 kr. for 1919, and a 
dividend at the rate of 10 kr. per share. 

The Svenska Ackumulator A.B. Jungner 
has declared a dividend at the rate of 18 per cent. on the 
pre erede; shares for 1919, and 10 per cent. on the ordinary 

ares. 

The Elektriska A.B. Eck, of Partille, reports a loss of 
905,000 kr. for 1919, as compared with net profits of about 
1,000,000 kr. in the previous year, when a dividend at the 
rate of 12 per cent. was paid on the share capital of 6,000,000 
kr. The loss is attributed by the directors to the necessity 
for making special provision for depreciation of manufactures 
and installation materials, and is to be covered partly by 
absorbing the balance brought forward from 1918, and partly 
by drawing upon the reserve fund. 

The Allinanna Svenska Elektriska A. B., whose report and 
accounts for 1919 were summarised in our last issue, decided 
at the annual meeting on April 12th to pay, not 10 per cent. 
as recommended, but 12 per cent. In explanation, it was 
stated that the discount rate had been increased since the 
report was prepared, and this was causing ditficulties to some 
of the shareholders who had mortgaged their shares. It 
Was resolved to draw upon the profit equalisation fund for the 
amount of the difference of 2 per cent. 


The report for 1919 shows a balance of 


Swedish 
Companies. 


Brush £148,685, plus £34,714 brought forward. 
Electrical Depreciation of buildings and plant absorbs 
Engineering £9,400; depreciation of patents and good- 
Co., Ltd. will £600; in addition to the 6 per cent. 


paid on the prior lien participating second 
debenture stock a further 4 per cent. 18 paid, £2,044; there 
is put to general reserve £70,000; 15 per cent. is to be paid on 
the ordinary stock, requiring 215,787, and £85,568 is to be 
carried forward. After the war the company quickly resumed 
its normal manufacturing operations. Important industrial 
contracts have been completed, and numerous others are in 
hand, in both the engineering and the car-building depart- 
ments. £54,164 was expended on capital account during the 
year. In order to extend the works and to build houses for 
employés the capital is to be raised to £600,000 by 344,920 
new ordinary shares of £l each, part of which new capital 
is to be issued at an early date. It is considered that before 
any fresh capital 1s raised the present ordinary shareholders, 
in view of former reductions of capital, are entitled to benefit 
by the improvement in the company's position, and it is 
recommended that £105,244 of the reserve be capitalised and 
distributed to present holders in the proportion of £l of new 
stock for each £1 now held. The demand for Brush-Ljung- 
strom power plant and auxiliaries has developed so satisfac- 
torily as to necessitate a further enlargement of manufactur- 
ing capacity, and important extensions of buildings and plant 
for this purpose are in progress. 


Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Final divi- 
dend for the last half of 1919, 6 per cent. actual, making 
10 per cent. for the vear, on the ordinary shares, with a bonus 
of one preference share for every ten ordinarv shares held. 
A permanent increase of dividend on the preference shares 
froin 5 per cent. to 64 per cent. is recommended. 

Hastings & District Electric Tramways Co., Ltd.—After 
paving 3 per cent. on the preference ehareg on account of 
1919. £2,500 is put to depreciation and £526 carried forward. 

Electrical Utilities Corporation.—Quarterly dividend of 
1! per cent. on preferred stock. 

English Electric Co., Ltd.—The report issued just as we 
со to press recommends a dividend of 8 per cent., less tax, on 
the ordinary shares for 1919, carrying forward £45,302. 
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British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd.—Mr. A. F. Berr 

. presided at the meeting held on 14th inst., at Hayes, at whic 

the resolution was passed increasing the preference dividend 
from 6 per cent. to 7 per cent., and increasing the capital to 
£1,000,000 by the issue of 187,500 preference shares. He 
referred to the enormous dimensions of the electrical in- 
dustry, in which 150 millions bad been invested. It was 
neither a hot-house plant nor a war creation. Manufacturing 
firms of all kinds depended largely upon a supply of power 
through the Berry transformers. ‘They were also required 
largely for electrified railways and wireless telegraphy. The 
domestic demand for electricity was developing at an unpre- 
cedented rate. It was that which was inaking such a call 
on the company’s manufacturing capacity for patented and 
perfected appliances on view at 50, Oxford Street. He hoped 
that the time was not far distant when they could pay more 
than 194 per cent. on the ordinary shares. The company, 
during the war and eince the armistice, had not earned so 
large a percentage of profit on its output as it had done in 
the best pre-war time. It was their intention to maintain 
their pre-eminence over other countries, and the increased 
ecale of operation on which they worked would, he hoped, 
make it possible to out-distance still further their rivals. 


Auckland Electric Tramways Co., Ltd.—Mr. C. G. Teget- 
meier presided at & meeting of shareholders held at Auckland 
several months ago, at which he explained the terme upon 
which the undertaking had been acquired by the City Council. 
The amount payable was 41.27.00. which the company 
would receive in debentures for £834,400 at 51 per cent., 
and for £392,800 at 5 per cent. The whole of them were 
payable on Julv Ist, 1940. Those debentures constituted the 
sole assets of the company. and the question to be considered 
was how they could be dealt with in the best interests of 
the shareholders. After discussion the meeting passed a reso- 
lution which the chairman promised to intimate to the Топ- 
don board, to the following effect: (1) That the company be 
wound up as speedily as expedient: (2) that. in distributing 
the assets of the company, the liquidator be requested, if 
practicable so to do, to propose a scheme whereby the de- 
bentures of the Auckland City Council be distributed among 
the shareholders of the company. 


West India Electric Co., Ltd.—Capital expenditure dur- 
ing 1919 $7,554 in connection with the expansion of lighting 
and power business, necessitating additions to the wiring 
system in Kingston, St. Andrew. and Spanish Town. Gross 
earnings $383,665. an increase of . Total operating 
expenses increased by $92,360. Operating expenses 64.54 per 
cent. of the receipts, against 51.99 per cent. in 1918. New 
rolling stock being needed to keep pace with increased traffic, 
the car bodies were made at the company’s works in Ring- 
ston, the trucks, wheels, and electrical equipment being 
imported. After deducting fixed charges, bond interest, &c., 
$83,567 and $16,500 interest on Canadian investments have 
been added to surplus. After debiting $40,000 distributed to 
the shareholders. the credit balance on surplus account now 
etands at $697,076. 


Cnba Submarine Telegraph Co.. Ltd.—Total receipts for 
1919 £78,859; expenses £26,603. feo?” yea £2,584 for 
cable repairs, £6,300 for income tax, $15,000 on account of 
excess profits duty for 1918. the balance is 428.364. plus 
£22,486 brought forward. £10,000 has heen added to general 
reserve and £2,500 to pension fund. Dividends 10 per cent.. 
leas tax, on the preference shares, and 5 per cent.. free of 
tax, plus a bonus of 4s. on the ordinary. leaving £21,150 to 
be carried forward subject to excess profite duty. The cable 
repairs referred to above have been in shallow water. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has speciallv 
allowed dealings in the following under temporary regulation 
4 (3): 

British Aluminium Co.. T,td.—400.414 ordinary shares of £1 
each, fully naid, Nos. 900.691 to 1.301.034. 

General Electric Co.. I.td.—41,666 ordinary shares of £1 
each, fully paid, Nos. 2,033,335 to 9,075.000. 


Canadian General Electric Co.—Profit for 1919 $1.617,989 
from which $594,668 is deducted for depreciation. Dividends 
8 per cent. on the common stock and 7 per cent. on the pre- 
ference: $313,300 carried to credit of profit and loss. The 
proceeds of the iasue of $1,000.000 last December are to be 
applied to extensions of manufacturing and distributing pro- 
perties. 

City of London Electric Lighting Co.. Ltd.—At a special 
meeting. held on 14th inst., it was resolved to increase the 
capital to 2,000. 000 hy the creation of £800,000 shares, and 
to subdivide the £10 preference and ordinary shares into 
shares of £1 each. 


Alld avs & Onions, Utd.—It is nronosed to increase the 
capital to £650.900 bv the creation of 375.000 further ordinarv 
shares. The whole will not be issued at the moment. hut 
negotiations are in progress for issuing immediately 950.000 
of the shares. The new capital is needed owing to the higher 
price of all commodities, and the great increase in business 
offering. 


Johnson & Phillips, Ltd.—Dividend at the rate of 12% per 
cent. per annum, less income tax, on the ordinary shares, 


Buenos Aires Port & City Tramways, Ltd.—Meetings of 
the bondholders and debenture stockholders are to be held 
on April 26th for the purpose of considering proposals for the 
realisation of the property and assets forming the eecurities 
of those holders. A scheme has been prepared by Sir William 
Plender, the receiver and manager, having for its object, in 
the event of failure to realise the properties and assets for a 
sufficient cash sum, their acquisition by a new company to 
be formed for the purpose. 


Merthyr Electric Traction & Lighting Co., Ltd.—Divi- 
dend 6 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares; to reserve 
£1,200; to renewals £5,000; carried forward £581. 


Fairbairn Lawson Combe Barbour, Ltd.—Dividend 7} 
per cent. on the ordinary shares for 1919. To reserve £20,000; 
carried forward 432, 982. 


Bath Electric Tramways, Ltd.—After paying debenture 
interest, and preference dividend, £19,500 is put to con- 
tingencies and renewals account, and £4,251 is carried for- 
ward to provide for contingencies and replacements. 


South Staffordshire Tramways Co.—Dividend of 4 per 
cent. on the preference shares for 1919, carrying forward £683. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

Тнв Stock Exchange markets accorded the Budget something 
of a mixed reception. Certainly it ig a relief to the investor 
to hear there will be no more national loans on the grand 
scale for the purpose of raising new money. On the 
other hand, the expectation of excess profits duty being 
abolished is sadly dashed by the tax going up to 60 per cent., 
while the new burdens thrown upon limited liability com- 
panies do not conduce to satisfaction on the part of share- 
holders. The immediate effect has been to cause a fairly 
general decline amongst industrial shares. At the eame 
time, the question arose ав to whether the 20 per cent. addi- 
tional E.P.D. may be regarded as a useful excrescence when 
the inevitable modifications of the Budget come up for dis- 
cussion. 

With every prospect of a further big rise in the price of 
coal, it is natural that the harassed householder should turn 
to electricity and ask whether he cannot obtain some relief 
from his bills by greater use of the current. Though the 
latter depends upon coal, it is already being examined from 
the standpoint of domestic economy, and this will doubtless 
be an incentive to the electricity supply companies to demon- 
strate afresh the various advantages it offers over coal. In 
the meantime, however, prices of the London companies’ 
shares are not exciting to the proprietor. Westminster ordi- 
nary changed hands the other day as low as 54, which is but 
the fraction above the par value of the shares, and this in 
врие of the recent rise to 10 per cent. іп the dividend. City 
of London ordinary are 10s. lower at 123, the arrears of 
dividend in this case being a neglected factor. County ordi- 
nary have lost their emall gain of last week. Several pre- 
ference issues are slightly lower, though this is due more to 
monetary considerations than to anything else. The rise last 
week in the Bank Rate to 7 per cent. has predisposed all fixed- 
interest investments to dulness, and it requires little offering 
of stock to make a marked effect upon such securities. It is 
known that there are many newcomers that may be appealing 
before long for monev, in spite of the Budget disabilities, and 
they will have to offer terms so tempting as will give the 
older stocks an expensive appearance by comparison. The 
public recognise this clearly enough. and this explaine, of 
course, to a large extent the abstention of capitalists, large 
and small, from the Stock Exchange markets. ! 

One department where firmness stands out is that for cable 
stocks and shares. The closing of the lists for application in 
respect of the new issues made by the Eastern group hae 
already brought about recovery in the senior shares. Im- 
provements have occurred in Eastern ordinary, China 
shares, Globes and Westerns, the first-named now standing 
highest in the quartette. Globe preference, however, are 
lower at 9, following the general trend of fixed-interest 
securities. Indo-Europeans are down £4 on account of the 
reduction of 3 per cent. in the dividend. Anglo-American 
Telegraph preferred receded to 791. part of the loss being 
represented by the dividend deduction from the price. Mar- 
conis gave way to 31, the market reason for the setback being 
the condition of the Italian rate of exchange. United River 
Plate Telephones are 9e. 6d. better, and Orientals continued 
their recovery with a similar rise. | 

The Brush Electrical report makes a fires showing. Profits 
have risen substantially. and the ficures justify the recent 
improvement to 190 in the price of the ordinary stock. Deal- 
ings have taken place within the past few days in the 44 per 
cent. debenture stocks, the firsts being 65 and the seconds 
594. Edisons are a good market, with a rise to 1 3-16, but 
other manufacturing shares are quiet and uninteresting. 
Metropolitan-Vickers preference sf 2 7-16 and Henleys 2} are 
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both éx dividend. Callender'e have slipped back to 81. 
British Aluminium drooped to 23s. l4d., and amongst engl- 
neering shares, Babcock & Wilcox went back to £3. Tele- 
graph Constructions remain dull at 244. It is assumed in 
the market that the large sums just raised by the new issues 
of stock by the Eastern Companies will be spent, at least in 
part, upon work in which various manufacturing concerns 
will share, and if this turns out to be so, the latter should 
have plenty of contracts for some time to come. 

British Electric Traction ordinary 1з lower at 334. The re- 
vised scale of tramway fares which caime into operation last 
Sunday has not sent buyers exactly rushing into the market, 
where, indeed, dulness is still the order of the day. Under- 
grounds are weak. The 6 per cent. Incomes have shed 4 
points to 68, and the £10 shares retreated to 22. while Metro- 
politan ordinary stock at 201 is the fraction down. Districts 
shed a point. 

Foreign traction stocks have again declined. Anglo- 
Argentine Tramways are easier, and Mexicans incline to the 
lower side. Mexican Light First Bonds have lost 5, at 39. 
Brazil Tractions have recovered a point, but except for this, 
the foreign group offers no consolation {о stockholders. 
Bombay Electric ordinary are now ex their dividend of 495., 
and the shares changed hands at 125 a couple of days before 
the dividend was taken off the price. Rubber shares move in 
sympathy with the dwindling tendency shown by the raw 
material, and in the armament group there is no fresh acti- 
vity. It will take a week or two for the effects of the Budget 
to wear off, and business is hardly likely to revive to any 
noticeable extent until the Chancellor's provisions become 
more familiar and more digested. Meanwhile, 1t is the Excess 
Profits Duty which is worrying the markets more than any- 
thing else. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL COMPANIES. 
Номи ELBorRiOITY ОоМРАИгЕЯ, 
Dividend Price 


1918, 1919. 990, Rise от fall, p. o. 
Brompton Ordinar rx. 8 12 - 49 4 8 
Charing Oross Ordinary .. E — 9 0 8 
do. do. do 41 Pref... 4 4 = 8 8 8 
Chelsea. e oe ee ee ee 8 4 8 — 6 8 4 
an a > e, 8 10 1 — 800 
о. do. 6 per cent, Pret... 6 6 8 — 6 9 8 
County of London oe oe oe 7 8 "ә 8 18 10 
do do. 6 percent, Pref, 6 6 8g — i 617 2 
Kensington Ordinary es с. 6 7 b — 700 
London Electrio .. A .. NU 2 1 — 5 2 6 
do. do. 6 per cent, Prei.. e 6 6 — 9 4 8 
Metropolitan. . ae АЯ S, 6 6 — i 8568 
| до. 4 фет сел. Pref, ee 4 4$ — 8 0 0 
84. James’ an Mall. 10 13 = 8 16 10 
Bouth London 5 eo 70 6 6 = 319 8 
South Metropolitan Pref... T 7 7 18/9 = 1/- 1 0 0 
Westminster Ordinary... - B 10 bi —1 960 
TRLEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. s . 6 xd 2 111 0 
do. Def. 5s .. 888 14 1 — 8 0 0 
Ohile Telephone T ix B = *418 9 
Cube Bub. Ord. ee oe oe 1 7 10 — 97 0 0 
Bastern Hxtensiloon. В 10 15 + } 91 
Dastern Tel. Ord. .. ae - В 10 1 5 0 
Globe Tel. and T. Ота .. .. B 10 163 + 6 7 0 
do. do. Pref. .. S, 8 9 — 6 13 4 
Indo-Buropean ee ee ee 18 10 44 —4 Б 19 4 
Marconi a T sia 69 95 — Bii — 615 6 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. . 10 — 214 + 811 0 
United R. Plate Tel. vi 69 8 — Ti + *% 17 
Weat India and Panama .. . М8 — 1 — à 6 5 0 
Western Telegraph.. ss “е 8 10 163 +$ *6 10 
Номи Rans, 
Central London Ord. Assen js 4 4 474 — 8 8 6 
Metropolitan .. ve «s oe 1 1 204 — 4 6 20 
do. District " .. Ni Nil 18 — Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 24 — à Nil 
do. do. "A" .. Nil Nil 77. — Nil 
do. do, Income .. 5 4 68 — 4 5 17 8 
FonmgioW Trams, 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil Nil — $ = 
do. do. апа Pref, ee ===, — st — — 
do. do. 5 Deb. ee б б 605 —1 8 5 4 
Brazil Tractions ee ee ee — к= 51 + — 
Bombay Electrio Pref.  .. m 6 6 17А — 8 8 7 
British Columbia Eleo. Rly. Pfce. Бб 5 56 —8 817 0 
о. do. Preferrred 24 5 49 — 1010 6 
do. do.  Deferred Nil 8 42 — 7 1 2 
do. do. eb. ee a 4 55 —1 718 2 
Mexico Trams5 per cent. Bonds. R Nil Bat — Ni 
do. 6 percent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 22 —14 Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. . Nil Nil 12 — Nil 
do. Pref. oe ee Nil Nil 99: — Nil 
do. lst Bonds .. .. Ni Nil 89 —5 ый 
3 MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. ae Е 15 — 3 — à *5 0 0 
British Aluminium Ord. .. . 10 10 1,,xd — à 818 2 
British Insulated Ога. ..  .. 124 15 1j. — 7114 8 
Callenders oe ee ee ee 25 = d — i 7 11 6 
» Pref. oo os os 63 63 4 — 6 16 10 
Oastner- Kellner S s - 20 — 4 — = 
Crompton Ord. is T .. 10 — 23J- — 9 110 
Edison-Bwan, '' A e 10 — l; +h 8 8 6 
do. do. ö per cent. Deb. 5 5 793 — 6 5 9 
Eleotrio Construction ds .. 1 — 23J- — 8 18 10 
Gen. Elec. Pref,  .. ee -- 64 6 15/6 — 7 0 6 
do. Ord. ee on oe 10 = 13 re *b5 14 4 
Henley 9 0 es e. oe ee 25 15 2àx d —' 1 1 2 
до. 44 Pret.. ee ee ee 44 44 Be os 6 4 Ч 
Indise-Rubber. . oe se oe 10 == 134xd === 7 8 | 
Met.-Vickers Pret, ee ee ee -— 8 2 wx xd — 611 2 
Siemens Ord... . 10 10 27,6 —6d, 7 5 6 
Telegraph Ооп. ee oe ee 20 20 243 — е4 18 0 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


IT should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are Only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstance, 


Tuesday, April 20th. 


Latest Portnight'i 
CHEMICALS, &c. ! Price. Inc. or Dec. 
| = 
a Acid, Oxalic ... 388 S ... рес lb. 2/10 15 ine. 
а Ammoniac Sal TA ons s. per ton £100 - 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) й | £92, 
a Bisulphide of Carbon Ae 2:2 »" ES 
a Borax ... By iss Bie А5 Т £42 is 
a Copper Sulphate ..  ..  .. " £52 | n 
a Potash, Chlorate — .., He .. per lb. l/- 1d. inc, 
a M Perchlorate - те 57 | 1/3 ove 
a Shellac... е sat E per ewt. £29 £14 dec. 
a Sulphate of Magnesia vis .. perton £18 T 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers ast ” £28 
a »9 Lump woe ove ove 9? &25 aoe 
a Soda, Chlorate M Кя per lb. 6d. 
a „ Crystals dos m .. рег ton £12 
e Sodium Bichromate, casks .. per lb. ids А 
METALS, &c. 
g Babbitt's Metal Ingots .. per ton 4118 to £845 - 
c Brass (rolled metai 2“ to 12" basis) per lb. 1/83 И. dec. 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn)... ... h 1/6 (011/6 1d. dec 
с „ Wire, basis "m л " 1/38 dd. dec. 
e Copper Tubes (solid drawn) ЕЎ $i | 1/84 fd. dec 
g » Bars (best selected) . per ton £103 #3 dec 
S. п Sheet. 2. „ £163 £3 дес, 
| 4 [T] Rod wee wee eee eee эз | £163 | £3 dec, 
d »  (Eleotrolytic) Bars TEE - £118 £4 dec. 
d Т; » Sheets Em " £156 a 
d „ " Wire Rods.. үз #128 #14 dec. 
d Е ia Н.С. Wire.. per lb. 1/4} d. dec. 
F Ebonite Rod iav p 255 TO " 8/- "I 
fw» Sheet Le. йл we сй 3/6 | 
n German Silver Wire s aay „ 3/- | 
h Gutta-percha, fine ... a x " 18/- 
A lndia-rubber, Para fine  ... НЕ 17 | 2/34 
4 Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) .. per ton Nom. 
» Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual. T | &51 не 
g Lead, English Pig ... ^ ne МА | £40 10;- £3 10% dec. 
g Mercury... .. .. . per bot £23 10/- 40 / to 50;- dee. 
e Mioa (in original cases) small , per lb. | 6d. to 4/6 ose 
€ n $i „ medium. ii 5/- to 10/- 
@ 75 n n” large eee » | 12/6 vo / & up 
g Phosphor Bronze, plain castings к | 1/7 to 1/11 
E 9i „ rolled bars and rods Ж | 2/2 to 2/6 
E B „ rolled strip & sheet is 2/8 to 2/9 
d Silicium Bronze Wire мы .. per lb. | 1/11} 
r Steel, Magnet, in bars Ja, 45 18 i 
g Tin, Block (English) рег ton 843 to £344 £4 inc. 
n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 „ per lb. 6/3 d. dec. 
hite Anti-friction Metals per ton £90 to £945 „ 


c ——————————— ——— ̃ ̃—p?ſ ; —— —— ——— ы « . — 
Quotations supplied by 


James & Shakespeare. 
Edward Till & Co, 
i Bolling & Lowe. 
| Richard Johnson & Nephew, Lid. 
n P. Ormiston & Sons, 
r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


e G. Boor & Co. 

c Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 

d Frederick Smith & Co. 

e F. Wiggins & Sons. 

f India-Rubber, Gutta-Percha and 
Telegraph Works Co., Lid. 


А.С. Haulage Signals.—In a paper by Mr. A. 1% 
read before the ASSOCIATION OF MINING ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS 
and reprinted in the Iron and Coal Tradex Reriew, the use of D.C. for 
working signals in mines is stated to have been the cause of much 
lost time. The employment of accumulators means periodi 
charging in many cases at a station situated some distance from 
the signalling apparatus, and a man with a certain amount of skill 
and experience in the work is required to look after them. Motor 
generators also require skilled attention, and a breakdown usually 
affects several haulages. The writer has conducted numerous 
experiments in an endeavour to arrive at a satisfactory method of 
employing А.С. of low frequency for this class of work. Rectifiers 
were found satisfactory in so far as D.C. bells require less pore! 
than A.C. The construction of rectifiers must be very gubatantial 
and they should be able to rectify both waves of a whole period. 
The writer recommends the use of small transformers. # ther 
give very little trouble, and are most reliable. Anti-sparkinf 
devices are dealt with, and tests described; a relay system B 
favoured, although it is pointed out that there is a limit to the 
number that can be employed in апу one circuit, The trau 
formers employed by Mr. Lees in his trials were 500 volta print? 
with tappings for 25, 20. 15, and 10 volts on the secondary. ^ 
concludiug his paper, the writer sums up the principal advantages 
following upon the use of А.С. for signalling in mines. which 
are :—(1) No electrolysis at the bell wires; (2) The source of 
current is reliable: and (3) The cost of maintenance is 10". 
Against these must be set higher first cost, but taking into COD" 
sideration the time lost on b. C. systems, and the cost of mall 
tenance, the bigger outlay is amply. justified. 


Electrical Engineering Service in the Navy- 
Navy Estimates for 1920-21 provide for various votes for electrical 
services, amongst these being the Department of Electr 
Envineering, the staff of which is composed as follows :—Directot 
of Electrical Engineering, £1,063 per annum; two assistant 
directora, £1,700; three electrical engineers of the higher х1 
42,025; 16 first assistant electrical engineers, £5,100: 0% 
examiner of accounts, £383 ; technical staff, 43 in number, £816 
clerks, £537, 


Vol. 86. No. 3,318, APRIL 23, 1920.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


587 


CAPITALISTS ALL! | 


By H. R. TAUNTON. 


(Concluded from page 486.) 


Their chance of decreased dividends on their actual 
capital value is eertuinly comparable with that of the 
ordinary shareholder. Apart from sickness (which 
affects the earnings of the workmen) they run the risk 
of reduced earnings by temporary unemployment. I 
the firin does badly, the same causes which reduce the 
dividends of the ordinary shareholders reduce those 
of the employés, for they are put on short time or are 
discharged in time of slackness; and their capital is 
depreciated by association with a firm that fails, and 
by long periods of unemployment. On that score alone 
they deserve the same consideration as the ordinary 
shareholders. | 

But they have a further merit which he has not. 
For it is entirely due to their right use, not only of 
their own capital but of his, that there are any surplus 
profits to discuss. They are the active agents in the 
prosperity of the firm; he, merely a sleeping partner. 

If every employé be worth to the firm exactly what 
he is paid, no more and no less, then the firm will earn 
just sufficient to pay its preference holders, and its 
ordinary shareholders at the same rate. And the em- 
ployés, considered as shareholders, will also have re- 
ceived their dividends, at the same rate. Every member 
of the firm, in such a case, will have received equal 
remuneration, in proportion to his merits. 

It might be argued, indeed, that the employés would 
be doing their fair share if they earned the standard 
rate of interest on their own capital only; and that 
by earning additional interest on the really unproduc- 
tive capital of the shareholders, they are doing more than 
their share. But unless they did that, the nominal share- 
holders would receive nothing at all.. It is part of the 
employés' contract that they earn dividends on all the 
capital in the firm, the nominal shareholders' as well 
as their own; and the value of their holdings—or in 
other words, their pay—is assessed on their ability to 
do so. If they fail to do so, their own value is reduced, 
and with the failure of the company, they lose, at least 
temporarily, their dividends. And it must be remem- 
bered that, in return for this obligation on them to 
earn dividends for their sleeping partners, they have 
the privilege of receiving their dividends first, and at 
short intervals, in the shape of their weekly or monthly 
pay. Only after their claims are satisfied are those 
of even the preference holders considered. 

So we come back to our former proposition that, 
when the body of emplovés produces just sufficient to 
pay all the shareholders, themselves included, the 
Standard rate of interest, their annual value to the 
firm is precisely the total of their pay. There may be, 
of course, individual cases of over- or under-valuation, 
but they are foreign to the argument. 

But if they produce more than the profit sufficient to 
afford equal remuneration proportionate to each mem- 
ber's capital holding, then it is obvious that they are 
doing more than their fair share. Their value to the 
firm is more than they have been assessed at. And the 
greater the surplus profit, the greater is this disparity. 

The merit of realising that surplus profit belongs 
entirely to them, and in no wise to the shareholders. 
And yet it all goes to the shareholders, and they get 
nothing. They so use their capital—brains and 
muscle as to increase the shareholders’ capital —money 
—by more than the standard rate of increase, and so 
earn. for them more than the market value of their 
money. This is more than they contracted to do. Then. 
they should receive more than their normal rate of 
pay, which is based on their ability to earn for the 
shareholders the standard rate of interest only. 

And they don't receive it. Our firm gives an extra 
£12 to the ordinary shareholder, whose only merit is 


the taking of a slight risk; and gives nothing at all 
to the employés, shareholders too, who also take a risk, 
and have the additional merit of using the resources 
of the firm to such advantage that there is a surplus 
to divide. The facts have only to be considered in the 
light of & logical sequence of arguments for the injus- 
tice to be obvious. It clamours for correction. And 
its correction is a simple matter, if we proceed on the 
agreed hypothesis that every member of the firm, 
nominal shareholder and employé alike, is a capitalist, 
each with a holding in the firm, represented either by 
cash, or the capitalised value of services. 

On this basis, the preference shareholders are paid 
the market rate for the use of their capital, say, 8 per 
cent. 

The emplovés are paid the same rate for the use of 
their. capital; and in consideration of the fact that 
they earn the surplus available for distribution, they 
receive their dividends first, and in, frequent instal- 
ments. 

After they and the preference holders are paid, the 
ordinary shareholders have admittedly a claim on the 
surplus to the extent of the market rate, 8 per cent., 
for the use of their money. 

There is stil, we are supposing, a surplus to be 
divided, equal to 12 per cent. on the ordinary shares. 
For the sake of argument, say the ordinary shares in 
this particular company are half the total nominal 
capital, or .£125,000; so that our present surplus is 
£15,000. 

We have now two classes of claimants to this surplus: 
the ordinary shareholders, whose claim is the risk they 
run of a deficit; and the employés, whose claim is that 
the surplus was earned by their efficient use of the 
firm’s capital. Morallv, the latter claim is the stronger, 
and they should receive the larger proportion. But 
it would be difficult to decide what that proportion 
should be; and, on this side of Utopia, it will be con- 
venient—and policy—to treat the claims as equal. 

The surplus, then, should be divided between the 
ordinary shareholders and the employés in proportion 
to their respective holdings, remembering that they 
are all capitalists. The total holding of the ordinary 
shareholders is £125,000; that of the employés is 
£1,000,000, based on the previously assumed pay roll 
of £80,000 per annum. The shareholders, therefore, 
should get one-ninth of the surplus (or £1,666), and 
the employés the remaining eight-ninths. In other 
words, the shareholders get an extra 14 per cent. on 
their capital, and the emplovés get 14 per cent. on 
theirs; the former in consideration of their “risk, 
and the latter on account of their efficiency. So that 
our old friend, Brown, whose capital holding we calcu- 
lated to be £2,500, would get at the end of the year 
an extra dividend of £33 odd. No great sum, indeed, 
but an increase of one-sixth of his income. | 

In the same way, the office bov would get £4 6s. 8d. 
extra; the £500 a vear manager £83 odd; and the 
managing director at £1,500 a year, something like 
£250, in addition, of course, to his dividends as an 
ordinary shareholder. 

It will be seen that no employé, from high to low, 
gets a sum which could be called an exaggerated re- 
muneration for his super-normal ethciency. But it 
is more than capitalist emplovers have hitherto been 
willing to offer; and it has the great merit that it is 
not a limited sum. The limit being removed, there is 
a real inducement to the employé to do his utmost to 
increase the next year's profits, and his resultant extra 
dividend. 

If, for example, the surplus be sufficient normally 
to pay 40 per cent. on the ordinary shares (and such 
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dividends аге not rare nowadays), each member of the 


firm would get an extra dividend of 35/9 per cent. 
on his capital holding. The ordinary shareholders 
would thus get 11 5/9 per cent. on their money; and 
the employés would find their annual earnings increased 
by about 45 per cent. The advantage to them increases 
rapidly as the profits increase beyond the point neces- 
sary to pay the standard rate of interest all round. 

High rates of profits would be commoner under such 
a system of unlimited incentive than thev are now. 
Under the half-hearted — co-partnership or bonus 
schemes so far put forward, with small and uncertain 
rewards, strictly limited, the emploveé—more especially 
the workman—feels, even though he does not con- 
sciously express his feeling, that it pays him better to 
spin out his job, and get the extra money so earned, 
than to finish it quickly on the problematical chance 
of sharing in a microscopic bonus which, at the best, 
cannot exceed a certain low limit. 

Remove this limit; let him realise that he is a share- 
holder with every right that the ordinary shareholder 
has of participation in the profits, and you give him 
the incentive hitherto lacking to increase his output, 
and so increase the profits of which he will receive his 
fair share. 


And national reconstruction will become a tangible 


reality, instead of a vision obscured by the nightmare 
of class jealousy. | 

Of course, such a scheme as lere outlined depends 
for its fair working on a just assessment of each man's 
capital value, which, in turn. means fair wages and 
salaries. There would be a natural tendency on the 
part of employers to underpay their staff; partly on 
the ground that their рау would be made up to normal 
by their extra annual dividend, but principally in 
order that their capital value might be underestimated 
to the benefit of the ordinary shareholders. 

So far as the workmen are concerned, the danger 
is not a great one. ‘They have their trade unions to 
protect their interests and fix their standard rates of 
pay. The clerical staff, however, have no such organi- 
sation, and they would be the most likely victims of 
unscrupulous employers, more particularly in the 
higher grades. 

On the other hand, there are opportunities of injus- 
tice in the opposite sense, in the case of managing 
directors and others, who have been known to receive 
salaries and fees out of all proportion to the value 
of their services. 

However, there would be an easy means of checking 
such irregularities, and one which is a natural develop- 
ment of the principle that every emplové is also a 
Shareholder. As such, he is entitled to a voice in the 
control of the company, and that in proportion to his 
holding. It would, therefore, be a predominant voice 
(in the majority of industrial concerns), and that being 
во, emploves would naturally elect directors who would 
safeguard their interests. They would thus have a 
direct control over the amounts paid to themselves and 
their fellow members on the staff. Я 

However, the correlated question of the participation 
of the employés in control is outside the scope of the 
present article, which is primarily concerned with their 
participation in the profits. 


Such a scheme as that outlined above is un- 
fortunately likely, to prove neither grateful to 


employers and capitalists, nor acceptable to organised 
labour. Labour will look with the suspicion en- 
gendered of past experience on апу scheme that 
seeks to increase the output of the workers on what- 
ever specious pretext. They will look askance on 
the gifts of the Greeks, and will need much convincing 
that that increased output will primarily benefit the 
workers, They will sniff, too, at the idea of co-operat- 
ing with directors and managers; and will be very 
indifferent to the claims of the clerical staff to advan- 
tages equal to those of the manual workers. And they 
will say the scheme does not go far enough: why allow 
an equal share—why any share -to the capitalist? But 


until we can reintroduce the golden age of barter, money 


is a tool as essential to labour as the lathe' in an en- 
gineer's shop, and Labour must be prepared to pay the 
fair price for its use. It is simply a matter of justice, 
to which even a capitalist is entitled; and, on lower 
grounds, of policy. 

The capitalist, on the other hand, will say the scheme 
goes too far. The men will earn too much money— 
awful thought!—and the shareholders too little. To 
upset the ancient fetish of the supremacy of money ; to 
put the value of brains, and character, and skill, on 
an equal footing with it, will be to invite financial 
disaster. To admit as a right what they have hitherto 
grudged as a favour—full co-partnership; and to sub- 
mit to the corollary, emploves’ co-operation in the 
management, will be to them as revolutionary as, a 
hundred years ago, the claim of the common people to 
а share in the government of the country must have 
seemed to the squirearchy of those days. 

But this revolution, like that, will as certainly come 
in the natural development of free thought. Better to 
co-operate willingly in the inevitable, than to be forced 
to accept it in its harshest aspects. 

Again, acceptance of the principle of such a scheme, 
though to the man of money it may appear to involve 
the reversal of all his privileges, and the loss of a large 
part of his easy earnings, will find its compensation in 
added security, increased output, and greater national 
wealth. True, the individual capitalist would never 
agaln have his disproportionate share of it; but bettor 
an equal share than no share at all, which may be his 
lot if he centinues his opposition till triumphant 
Labour dictates it. And there is such a thing as altru- 
ism . . . though, to be sure, "tis a quaint word to use 
to & shareholder! 

And there is justice. No sophistries or special plead- 
ing can discount the justice of the emplovés! case, as 
here set forth; no opposition prevent it from ultimately 
prevailing. Frat justitia, ruat coelum. Let justice be 
done, though all the little heaven of the men of monev 
crash about their ears! | 
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HINTS ON TENDERING. 
By "INTERESTED." 


How peculiar are some of the manners adopted by business 
firms when tendering ! Looking through a batch of tenders 
received, the first impression from one cursory glance 
perhaps creates in the mind visions of a huge factory and 
workshops with hundreds of employés, and then one ** comes 
to earth," asit were, by reading that delivery cannot be 
guaranteed until, say, a month later than the time stated in 
most of the other offers, and no explanatory note is enclosed 
giving any excuse or reason for the lengthy time required 
before being able to execute the work. In another instance. 
there is one which sticks hard and fast to the exact letter 
of the printed contract form, with but a curt note sub- 
mitting the tender; nothing further is offered, although 
one part, or one schedule, is omitted and not quoted. 

Again, an estimate will arrive offering all manner of 
goods except those required, and enclosures proceed at con- 
siderable length to explain details of the goods or jobs not 
desired. 

At various times it has fallen to my lot to report upon 
batches of tenders received for many different lines of 
engineering goods reaching most branches of the trade, and 
a few suggestions may afford some guidance to persons 
interested. 

First, if you cannot supply that for which the inquirer 
asks, say so without hesitation, and politely invite from him 
another inquiry at a later date should any business be likely 
to result. By that I do not mean that no alternative offer 
should be made for a different make of goods, other than 
that suggested in the specification or, in certain circum- 
stances, with a slight difference in size, pattern or type. 

Secondly, state clearly on both form of tender and covering 
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letter what extras are included, and do not leave to the 
prospective customer what often amounts to a vexatious 
trouble—searching out the sum of those items. 

Again, the delivery date should be definitely stated, or else 
properly qualified reasons should be given, together with an 
estimate, for any probable delays. 

When an inquiry includes certain labour for erection 
and setting to work, particular attention should be paid to 
any fair wages" clauses and, before quoting, details of 
wages in force in that particular locality in which the work 
is to be undertaken should be ascertained. 

In those circumstances where it is necessary to quote 
sums fluctuating according to the metal market, the tenderer 
should see that the basis figure is distinctly shown, and that 
the percentage, or sum to be added (or deducted) against 
the rise or fall in market prices of cach metal, is given and 
not grouped. Such grouping sometimes works out to the 
detriment of the contractor, and not always against the 
customer. 

When dealing with public authorities, it should be 
remembered that the time and date given as not later 
than— is strictly adhered to, as five minutes late generally 


ensures the quotation being marked “ Received too late for 
consideration.” That is the customary practice, notwith- 
standing a special explanatory note accompanying the 
tender, and an assurance given that the offer will be placed 
before the Committee. The tender is duly brought to Com- 
mittee, but is not considered. 

Alternative offers usually receive consideration provided 
they have not the effect of materially altering plans already 
decided upon. 

Quite a good plan is to follow up the tender by a repre- 
sentative call, not, however, without first writing and 
inquiring if the proposed call is convenient, and giving as 
the reason a desire to explain more fully certain details 
incorporated in the offer submitted. 

There are many real live business houses that have no 
need for suggestions such as these, but even at the present 
time many examples arise of those things being done which 
ought not to have been done, and estimates, quotations or 
tenders in such cases are just waste of good time and paper. 

Finally, prompt attention and just consideration to the 
wants of a prospective customer usually bring in return 
fair and proper consideration. 
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THE STABILISATION OF SHIPS BY MEANS OF GYROSCOPES. 


By P. 


* 


R. JACKSON. 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF NAVAL ARCHITECTS.) 


THE present paper describes some recent developments which 
demonstrate the practicability of theories previously discussed 
by the members of this Institution. 

The simplest wave system is a long ocean swell such as is 
encountered in deep water after a yale, and the profile of 
such a system of waves probably very closely approaches a 
sine curve. Actual wave forinations as met with in rough 
weather, however, do not conform to this profile, because the 
period does not remain constant for any length of time. In 
a confused sea rapid changes in phase of the waves occur, 
due to several wave systems being imposed on one another. 

In order to obtain definite data an instrument was con- 
structed to draw a curve of the actual oscillations of a vessel 
when rolling freely under wave impulses. If we examine one 
of these diagrams (fig. 1) we see that the roll gradually in- 
creases by comparatively small successive increments, then 
dies down again, and almost immediately commences to build 
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Fia. 1.—Nattran ROLL oF VESSEL. 


up again. These times of increasing roll represent the state 
of affairs when the period of the wave impulses approaches 
the natural period of oscillation of the ship, and is in phase 
with the ship's oscillations; when the impulses become 
maray out of phase with the ship's roll the amplitude is 
reduced. | 

About 25 years ago Sir John I. Thornveroft stated before 
this Institution that in his opinion ships could be prevented 
from rolling by means of forces which would neutralise the 
wave impulses, as distinct from attempts to destroy or reduce 
the rolling motion of the shlp after it had obtained angular 
momentum. In the system under consideration Mr. E. A. 
Sperry has worked along these lines, and has produced a 
machine capable of opposing the roll-producing couples by a 
series of equal and opposite couples and with practically no 
lag between the roll-producing couple and the opposing sta- 
bilising couple. 'The magnitude of the forces which have to 
be impressed on the vessel are comparatively small, amounting 
only to the magnitude of the impulse received from a single 
wave as shown in the rolling diagrams. By thus preventing 
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the roll from building up, the vessel is maintained within 
2 deg. of the vertical. è 

Fig. 2 illustrates the system in diagrammatic form. The 
main stabilising gyro is shown with its spinning axis vertical, 
and so mounted that it can be precessed in the plane at right 
angles to the paper by means of the circular rack engaging 
with the pinion of the precession motor. The directions of 
spin, precession, and resulting couple are shown by the 
arrows. At the side of the diagram appears a small gyroscope 
with its spinning axis horizontal. This gyro is so mounted 
that the slightest acceleration of the vessel in the rolling plane 
will cause it to precess and close an electrical contact, which 
by means of suitable relay switches operates the main pre- 
cession motor, and thus causes a stabilising couple to be 
applied to the vessel just sufficient to neutralise the impulse 
which was causing the angular acceleration in, the rolling 
plane. Immediately this acceleration ceases, the control gyro 


The Main Gyro 
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stops the precession motor, and is ready to deal with the next 
wave inpulse. 

It is obvious that all gyroscopes sufficiently large effectively 
to stabilise a vessel must have considerable gyroscopical 
inertia. It is for this reason that the method of control is so 
important, as by its great sensitiveness it enables the wave 
impulses to be dealt with before the vessel has attained any 
considerable angular momentum, the precession motor over- 
coming the gyroscopical inertia and so keeping the stabilising 
couples in phase with the wave impulses 

The stabilising gyro system may consist of one or two gyro- 
scopes, according to the power required. If one gyro only is 
used, it is placed with its spinning axis vertical and mounted 
so that it can precess in the fore-and-aft plane of the vessel. 
If two gyros are employed, their spinning axes are placed 
horizontal, but the direction of spin of one gvro is opposite 
to that of the other. The precession plane is also horizontal, 
but the gyros are precessed in opposite directions, so that 
the stabilising couples act in the same direction. 

- The stabilising gyros are designed to apply a roll-quenching 
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couple sufficient to suppress the greatest single increment of 
roll that the waves would produce under conditions of free 
rolling. The precession velocity of the gyroscope is in practice 
made about 10 per cent. greater than the rolüng velocity of 
the ship, and the maximum precession angle of the gyro is 
fixed at from 60 deg. to 70 deg. each side of the centre posi- 
tion. When stabilising & vessel against wave impulses which 
are just equal to its capacity, the stabilising gyro makes one 
complete movement in the precession plane from, say, 60 deg. 
on one side of the central position to 60 deg. on the other side 
in 9/10 of the vessel’s natural half-period, although the vessel 
will not move more than 2 deg. from the vertical. 

The intensity of the stabilising couple is proportional to 
the velocity of precession, and since the rate and direction 
of precession are always completely under control and capable 
of almost instantaneous reversal, we have a source of energy 


fit bilge keels to a stabilised vessel, with a consequent saving 
ud ав much as 6 per cent. of the total propulsive power of the 
ip. 

The primary object of stabilisation, however, is not the 
reduction of the necessary propulsive power for a given speed, 
but the elimination of rolling per se. The eteadier a ship is 
the better she is, and in the case of passenger vessels, naval 
vessels, and those ships which carry live etock, the advantage 
of being able to maintain the vessel practically on an even 
keel under all conditions is enormous. E 

The Sperry system has proved entirely practical and suc- 
cessful in operation. Installations in actual use ranging from 


by means of which we can either apply a regular sinuous : | : 
couple in the exact rolling period of the vessel, or an irregular | AVERAGE 2* 
series of stabilising moments, as may be required in order ME | а, 
to counteract Ше roll-producing forces of the waves. 

For a 10,000-ton steamer two cast-steel wheels were used, 
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each 9 ft. in diameter, and each weighing about 25 tons. The 
wheels must be accurately machined all over and accurately 
balanced both statically and dynainically, which is done by 
means of balancing plugs. The rotor disk is not pierced in 
the centre, but is attached to its shaft stubs by means of 
collar studs. One of the shaft stubs carries the rotor of a 
three-phase 4.0. motor for spinning the wheel, the stator 
being attached to the gyro casing. The peripheral speed of 
the wheels is about 500 ft. per second, and in order to reduce 
the driving power the wheels run in & partial vacuum. 

Fig. 3, SIME the two stabilising gyros being put on board 
the vessel and the precession bearings on the top of the gyro 
casings, illustrates the relative size of the ship and the 
stabiliser. 

Fig. 4 is an autographic record of the behaviour of a vessel 
fitted with a stabiliser. First we see the roll when the vessel 
is allowed to oscillate freely, amounting to 22 deg.; the 
stabiliser is put into operation, and almost at once the vessel 
settles down to an amplitude of about 2 deg. As soon as the 
stabiliser is cut out up goes the roll again—in one instance 
to 81 deg., which the stabiliser promptly reduces to 3 deg. 


Fic. 3.—-STABILISER FoR A 10,000-TON STFAMER. 


The total weight of equipment necessary for a normal type 
of vessel amounts to only about 1 per cent. of the displace- 
ment. 

By throwing over a switch the stabiliser can be made to 
roll the ship as shown in fig. 5. When a roll of about 10 deg. 
has been obtained in still water, the precession motor 
is stopped, and the natural frictional extinction curve of the 
vessel is obtained. By again rolling the vessel to 10 deg. 
and then reversing the precession motor and stabilising the 
vessel, we see the vessel brought to rest in one complete 
period. 

By means of this test the actual roll-quenching power of 
the equipment can be obtained. This roll-quenching capacity 
is the number of degrees of roll quenched by the stabiliser 
per half period minus the number of degrees per half period 
shown on the natural extinction curve. 

The advantages of stabilising a ship are many. It has been 
suggested that seas would break over the vessel; exactly the 
reverse is the case, the vessel becoming dry and much more 
seaworthy, simply because she never has any angular velocity 
to be destroyed. when meeting a wave, and consequently 
merely rises and falls on the waves as they pass under her. 
When stabilised a vessel will make almost as good speed in 
rough. weather as in calm, and will steer with very little 
hehn because the vawing which always accompanies rolling 
is entirely eliminated. It is of course quite unnecessary to 
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vessels of 150 tons’ displacement to 10,000 tons have demon- 
strated that this system is no longer in the category of an 
experiment, but that with a very moderate weight of equip- 
ment a vessel may be maintained within 2 deg. of the vertical, 
the power necessary for operating the equipment being & 
mere fraction of the energy dissipated by the extra resistance 


оше by the free rolling of the ship under the action of the 
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ELECTRICITY AND AGRICULTURE. 


THE recently-published Report of the Departmental Com- 
mittee of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries on Agri- 
cultural Machinery (Cmd. 506) includes statements by Mr. 
J. F. Crowley, D.Sc., B.A., M.LE.E., and Mr. T. Smith, 
A.M.LE.E. The former drew attention to the possibilities 
of using electric power in agriculture, particularly in connec- 
tion with the cultivation of the land. The advantages claimed 
for the use of electricity in agriculture, where motors and 
accessories were designed for the work ‘they had to do, and 
the most suitable types were chosen, were as follows: 
Simplicity in design; first cost low; no expensive founda- 
tions required; motors readily started; greater portability ; 
very little power absorbed when running idle; large overhead 
capacity to deal with fluctuating loads; small wear and tear: 
little care required in running beyond lubrication, and even 
turning torque and freedom from reciprocating movement 
and its accompanying shocks. | 

Dr. CRowLEY said that the German farmer before the war 
had at his disposal electrical material designed especially to 
meet his conditions. Several of the larger electrical manu- 
facturing firms in Germany designed and manufactured 
ploughs suitable for working with the electrical apparatus they 
supplied. The development in Germany followed upon the 
erection of generating stations of considerable size. The develop- 
ment of electric ploughing and other work in agricultural 
districts helped the generating stations distributing in rural 
areas to maintain an even distribution of their load through- 
out the year. This enabled the central stations to develop and 
supply energy at a cheap rate. While attempts had been 
made to construct electric agricultural tractors, these had not 
yet passed the experimental stage, and had not been very 
successful; cable ploughing by two stationary motors or a 
stationary motor and winch had, however, had a very con- 
siderable measure of success on the Continent. Dr. Crowley 
said that the extent to which electricity could be used for 
ploughing and other farm work (apart from lighting and 
driving small stationary machines) depended almost entirely 
upon the erection of central power stations and the construc- 
tion of a network of transmission lines. Electricity could, 
however, be employed only within a comparatively short 
distance of the transmission lines—a belt of five miles would 
probably represent the limit of efficient service—but subject 
to this limitation the method was a feasible one. He agreed 
that German statistics, and particularly pre-war statistics, 
could not be applied to this country, but he urged that there 
was а ртт facie case for investigation. The question was 
one of comparative cost, and it was necessary, before a de- 
cision could be made, to investigate all the factors as they 
applied in the United Kingdotn. 

Mr. Situ, who submitted written information and whoa 
has had 25 years’ experience of the development of water 
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power and the application of electricity to farming, said thut 
su far as the needs of the agricultural and rural community 
were concerned, electrical energy would be required mainly 
for operating farm machinery, corn-grinding mills, wood- 
working mills, and for lighting purposes. Closely connected 
with the farm industry was that of large creameries, small 
textile factories, seed dressing mills, together with heating 
und cooking by electricity. The demand for power on the 
farm was continually increasing. The difficulties in the way 
of a scheme the development of water power might not be 
be summarised as follows: (a) The unsuitability of existing 
laws regarding the uses of water; (b) the uncertainty as to 
whether the owner would secure compensation for the outlay 
on the plant on termination of tenancy; (c) the power given 
to adjoining riparian owners and ''down stream users to 
prevent others from altering in any way the flow of water 
in its ordinary channel. 

Mr. SMiTH suggested that the State should take develop- 
ment work under its immediate control, as in the early stages 
of a scheme the development of water power might not be 
a paying proposition. Any scheme of work would involve at 
the outset comparatively heavy capital expenditure, towards 
the repayment of which the revenue during the first few 
years’ operation would im all probability prove inadequate. 
It would be necessary ultimately to control water courses so 
that the properties of the streams could be utilised in the 
most efficient manner. ; 

He also suggested that action by the State might be soine- 
what on the following lines: (a) Amending existing laws in 
their relation to the use of water, keeping in view the idea 
that its energy-producing properties should be utilised to the 
full as well as its irrigational properties; (b) taking over all 
sources of water, and assuming control from the mountain 
to the sea. Where energy was being wasted, the right for 
its development should be taken over or leased; (c) assisting 
in the development of power schemes by giving advice, pre- 
paring plans, supplying capital 1f necessary, and even instal- 
lng the plant on a system of hire purchase; (d) making it 
compulsory to develop all sources of available power. 

Mr. JoHN ALLEN, O. B. E., Governing Director of the Oxford 
Steam Plough Co., Ltd., asked as to the possible application 
of electricity to cable ploughing in this country. said he 
was aware that in Germany electrical cable ploughing was 
successfully undertaken on farms specially laid out for the 
purpose, where the same land had to be so ploughed every 
year, but in this country, where the same field required steam 
ploughing usually only every four years, the application of 
electricity for the purpose would only be practicable if 
there were a development of large power houses and trans- 
mission systems all over the country. | 

Mr. J. NuGent Harris said he had made inquiries in 
both Denmark and Sweden, and he found that while the 
belligerent countries were occupied with the war, Scandinavian 
countries were equally busily occupied in developing their 
latent and other resources, as well as considering their available 
sources of energy. Sweden and Norway possessed an abundant 
source of energy in their water power. The respective Govern- 
ments realised that by harnessing this power and developing 
electrical energy they would not alone benefit industries, but 
might revolutionise the most important industry of all—agri- 
culture—and go far to solve the labour problem. At present 
Sweden possessed three great State hydroelectrie stations, at 
Trollhátten, Porjus. and Alfkarleby, which jointly developed 
about one-third of the electrical energy of the kingdom. There 
were also three limited companies developing electrical energy. 
Electric power was transmitted bv the State generating 
stations to Denmark, and this, being derived from water- 
power, was cheaper than tlie electricity developed in Denmark 
itself, which was produced (in the absence of water-power) 
from coal, peat, wood, sawdust, Кс. In rural Denmark elec- 
tricity was produced and distributed mainly on the co-opera- 
tive system. Asa result of the remarkable developments in 
the production of electrical energy, both Denmark and Sweden 
were rapidly being covered with a network of wires, and it 
seemed probable that before long practically every estate 
and farm in those countries would be supplied with electrie 
power. Apart from the considerable reduction jn manual 
labour brought about in connection with such operations as 
threshing, chaff and root cutting. elevating. pumping, &c., 
the provision of electric power had a great influence on the 
comfort and well being of the farm workers, and in inducing 
them to remain on the farms. Mr. Harris referred specifically 
to a visit he had made to a farm of 800 acres in the province 
of Sudermansland, in Sweden. On this farm practically every 
machine, except those used for cultivation, was electrically 
driven. The farmer stated that previous to the electrification 
of the farms he had to employ for his threshing operations 
five pairs of horses, 16 men and four boys, whereas under 
the electrified system, for the same work. he employed one 
horse, seven men and two boys. To this he added the en- 
hanced value of the product, due to the smoother working 
of the electrical machinery, and he estimated a total saving 
of £5 a day on this farm in respect of the threshing opera- 
tions. Further. it wag possible to thresh much earlier, thus 
obtaining an enhanced price for seed corn and avoiding injury 
to the stack hv rats and mice. The farmer estimated the 
cost of the whole electrical plant on his farm at about £1,250, 
and he was convinced that, even with the bigh prices pre- 
valing when it was installed, the plant not only yielded 


interest on the outlay, but would in about 15’or 20 years pay 
lor itself. Mr. Harris had visited one of the co-operative 
supply stations 1n Denmark, and was infonned that it was 
being tapped by about 3,000 farmers, besides shopkeepers and 
others, and that the demand was so great that another station 
of greater capacity was being erected. 

Mr. JoNEs-DaviES, J. P., suggested that the possibilities ot 
harnessing water-power to generate electricity on the farms 
should be explored. He had been struck very forcibly by the 
large amount of power which was being wasted in the Welsh 
Streams. | | 

Mr. J. R. Вохр, B.Sc., pointed out a similar waste of power 
in Derbyshire. | 

The Committee includes among its recommendations one 
that the Ministry of Agriculture should further consider the 
question of the application of electricity to agricultural opera- 
tions, including the working of light railways and the lighting 
of villages and farmsteads. | 


POWER FROM BLAST FURNACE GAS. 


AT Neweastle-on-Tyne, on March 22nd, Mr. S. Н. Fowles's 
paper (an abstract of which appeared in our issue of March 
26th) was read and discussed before the NORTH-EASTERN 
CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 

Mr. A. P. РҮХЕ opened the discussion, and said the author's 
figures might err on the optimistic side a little, but his main 
contentions were absolutely correct. He supported the 
author’s paper by supplementary remarks, somewhat coloured 
by the discussion that had recently taken place in London. 
He found, for instance, that an impression existed in the 
minds of more than one speaker that blast-furnace gas was 
being made good use of in this country; that the iron 
masters were fully alive to the advantages of properly em- 
ploying the waste gases, and that they had no surplus avail- 
able for outside purposes. It was one thing to be alive to 
the value of a product, however, and quite another to utilise 
it properly when to do so many problems had to be solved, 
and when considerable capital outlay was involved. The 
fact remained that a considerable source of power had been 
largely wasted in the past, and they had had to rely on the 
Gerinans to show them how to utilise it efficiently. The 
advantages to be derived from cleaning the gas were always 
considerable, and sometimes enormous, and the cleaner the 
gas the better. When clean gas was used a large surplus 
was avallable for purposes other than st the blast furnaces. 
He pointed out that in the case of the power station described 
by Mr. Fowles, the total power needs of a large steel works, 
shipyard, engine works, boiler works, and several other 
establishiments were supplied, and a considerable surplus re- 
mained available. The gas not required by the blast furnaces 
could be used for generating electricity either by means of 
steam. boilers and turbo-generators or directly by gas engine 
generators. Given the right plant, the gas engine proposition 
was equally as reliable as was the steam proposition. Steam 
plant was lower in first cost than was the gas engine plant, but 
having regard to the greater economy of the latter its adop- 
tion was fully justified provided suitable up-to-date plant 
was installed. Neither gas engines nor gas cleaning plant had 
reached finality, and the developments stopped by the war 
would in all probability be resumed. Exhaust gases might 
be used for providing the steam in the preheaters of the 
Halberg-Beth plant or driving steam turbo-pumps for the 
scavenging plaut. Other economies of a similar character 
remained to be investigated. With regard to gas-cleaning 
plant great scope existed for developments. The electro-static 
plant had not in this country proved itself superior to the 
filter plant. There was also the Swartz disintegrator plant, 
of the wet type, which showed promising results. combined 
with reliability and simplicity, but did not lend itself to 
potash recovery. A very simple process seemed to be meeting 
with success in America—the Kling Weidner system, which 
was dry, and involved no loss by sensible heat. Gas hlowing 
engines for some blast furnaces had frequently to run for 
considerable periods at from half to three-quarters load. For 
this purpose the 2-cycle engine possessed advantages over the 
4-cycle, inasmuch as the use of scavenging plant with separate 
gas and air pumps resulted in higher efficiency and better 
control at the lower speeds than was the case with the 4-cycle 
engine. 

Mr. Waites welcomed the paper as being especially interest- 
ing to those concerned with the generator side of the question. 
He referred to the 30 per cent. efficiency of the engine, and 
questioned whether it compared favourably with the turbine. 

Mr. Hewson said he viewed the matter from the point of a 
blast-furnace engineer. Hitherto all the gases leaving the 
blast furnace had been utilised—or wasted—on the blast 
furnace and auxiliarv plant, and what was used was mostly 
wastefully used. When it was remembered that there were 
300 blast furnaces in this country in operation, it was easily 
seen what a serious loss of fuel there was going on, whereas 
if they took the heat energv from the furnace top there 
would be 73 million tons of coke available for other purposes. 
He thought all concerned—the gas engineer and the elec- 
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trician—should work together for the general good in the 
utilisation of that waste heat and power. He explained that 
stoves could work at a higher temperature with clean gas 
than with dirty gas. 

Mr. Rosen said the paper seemed to have been written 
from the gas engine point of view, and he asked if turbines 
had been considered for use with gas. The question of floor 
space in а power station scemed a serious matter. He thought 
some of the figures of cost were higher than would be the 
case if a turbine were installed. 

Mr. HESLOP also spoke in favour of the turbine as being 
more economical; the standing charges for gas would be very 
much higher. The cost of the yas plant was put down at 
£165,000, that of the turbine he put at £37,000. The capital 
charges at 15 per cent. for the gas engine were £24,750; that 
was equal to 0.17d. per unit; the capital charges for the 
turbine at 12 per cent. were 44.400 or 0.034. per unit. 

Mr. Fow.es, in reply, said it was not a question of ranging 
the gas engine against the turbine, but it was a question of 
having the whole important matter thoroughly discussed by 


all parties interested. 


REVIEWS. 


Principles of Transformer Design, by ALFRED STILL. 
+216; 67 figs. London: Chapman & Hall, Ltd. 
10s. 6d. net. 


It is always a pleasure to make acquaintance with a new 
book by Prof. Still. His writings have a character of their 
own, and have none of the flavour of compilations based on 
other people's ideas which attaches to many modern text- 
books, especially those which cover a wide ground in the field 
of electrical engineering practice. Prof. Still always seems 
to approach his subject in an original way, which he has 
thought out for himself and has reduced to the simplest terms 
of logical reasoning; he never allows conventional rules or sub- 
eidiary matters of any kind to obscure the essential and funda- 
mental principles governing the matter under discussion. 

The routine work of the designer of standard types of elec- 
trical machinery is generally so largely based on sets of for- 
mulae and rules and reference to tables of data obtained from 
previous experience. that it is apt to become conventionalised 
and more or less stereotyped. As а consequence, rules of pro- 
cedure are often followed because they have become habitual 
and are found to lead to satisfactory results within the range 
of machines with which the designer is concerned. 

In this way it 1s only natural that many young workers in 
the designing office get into the habit of using rules and for- 
mule without troubling themselves to understand—or at least 
to keep in mind—the fundamental principles which underlie 
the rules they are constantly using. Obviously, this may lead to 
unfortunate results when soine case arises where the condi- 
tions are no longer those of the assumed standurd practice, 
and, in any case, the young designer who slips into such habits 
is not likely to be in a position to suggest improvements or 
economies in the machinery with which he deals. 

It 18 somewhat in consonance with the practice to which 
we have been referring that a number of books have appeared 
containing rules and tables of data which seem to the inex- 
perienced youth to contain all that 18 necessary to enable him 
to prepare designs for any standard type of machine for which 
he may be asked. When, as is often the case, the full reasons 
and theoretical considerations underlying the data and for- 
mule are not given, it is evident that the young engineer may 
be greatly deceived in his confident use of the results. Such 
books may, of course, be of the utmost value to the experi- 
enced designer, but to him alone. 

On the other hand, there is a type of text-book which, 
while professing to be a book on design, 18, in fact, mainly a 
discussion of the theoretical principles on which de sign should 
be based without a full and detailed treatment of the prac- 
tical matters which would enable the student to carry out an 
actual design of a machine capable of mecting the actualities 
of commercial use. 

Prof. Still seems to have hit the happy mean between these 
two extreme types, and has produced a book which, while 
dealing clearly and thoroughly with principles, does not pass 
over the practical matters which need to be dealt with when 
designing a transformer which is not to be merely а college 
exercise but is to be capable of working etficiently under the 
conditions of real life. 

The book is written primarily for the advanced college 
student, but we have no hesitation in saying that many a 
young engineer engaged in practical work as a designer vill 
find a great deal in it which will help him in his work, and 
make him a better designer. 

Turning to a more detailed description of the contents of 
the book, the first chapter contains a clear summary of the 
elementary theory of the simple transformer, and gives an 
outline of the construction of the main types, with a calcu- 
lation of the mechanical stresses set up in the windings and 
clear diagrains of the methods adopted for giving the coils 
adequate support. 

Chapter IT deals with insulation, and summarises the most 
important principles of this difficult subject in such a simple 
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and logical way as to give an excellent insight into the pro- 
vis of designing the insulation of windings and іешираі 
bushes: References to more specialised publications enable 
the student to seek further information on special points, but 
as & clear presentation of the main principles of insulation 
design this chapter is quite admirable. Beginning with the 
conception of the dielectric circuit, the author procceds to 
apply the principle to the simple condenser and condensers in 
Series, later on showing how the various forms of insulator 
used in practice are to be studied in the light of the theory 
thus discussed. The results obtained by the consideration of 
these fundamental principles, together with the estimation of 


surface leakage, are later on applied to the calculation of 


various forms of terminal bushing. Practical rules are given 
for the insulation of transformer ‘windings and the clearances 
necessary in air and with oil immersion. 

In Chapter III, devoted to the eflicieney and heating of 
transformers, we have first the usual calculations of efficiency 
and losses, with some useful curves and figures obtained from 
actual practice and then a careful and detailed treatment of 
the flow of heat 1n the transformer, cooling mediuin and case, 
with the various methods adopted for cooling and constants 
or curves given for such practical matters as the effective 
radiating surface of corrugated wrought-iron cases with 
various forms of corrugation. 

Chapter IV deals with magnetic leakage, reactance and the 
deterinination of regulation. There is perhaps less scope for 
originality of treatment here, but the chapter 1s quite worthy 
of the standard set by the rest of the volume. 

The next chapter contains a description of the procedure to 
be adopted in carrying out an actual design, and includes the 
calculations for a 1,500-K.v.4. single-phase transformer, with 
detailed specification and a complete tabulated design eheet 
drawn up in a useful form with full description of the methods 
used for obtaining all the constants and data enumerated on 
the sheet. 

The final chapter discusses transformers designed for special 
purposes, e.g., for very large currents at low pressure, con- 
stant current transformers, instrument transformers, auto- 
transformers and induction regulators. 

Unfortunately there is no discussion of the important sub- 
ject of costs—a matter which is often of special significance 
in connection with transformer design, even when we use the 
term ‘design " in its most restricted sense. The financial 
aspect is, of course, the determining factor in the adoption of 
transforming devices with regard to type, capacity and loea- 
tion when the '' design " of schemes is being approached in 
the broader sense. 

In conclusion, the reviewer can cordially recommend this 
little book to all students and young electrical engineers who 
are at all interested in the subject of transformer design. 
Few of those who read it will fail to gain fresh information 
and clearer insight into the subject from a study of its pages. 
Its perusal 1s made the more pleasurable by the excellence of 
the diagrams, drawings and letter-press, while the two in- 
dices and the list of symbols employed add much to its value 
for purposes of reference. C. F. S. 


Automobile Datterics. By H. H. U. Cross. Pp. v + 101; 
24 figs. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 4s. net. 


The author of this interesting little volume leads off with 
the undeniable statement that the modern motor-car is 
becoming more ‘electric’ every dux.“ Since this electrical 
equipment always includes a battery which is generally the 
least understood and ruost severely tried portion of the whole 
car, there is no doubt that practic al information such as is con- 
tuined in the volume under review is badly needed. The book 
contains 100 pages divided into tive chapters, and a short 
appendix of technical terms, &., the sub- title being: “А 
practical handbook оп the construction, charging, repair, and 
maintenance of ignition, starting, lighting, and electric vehicle 
batteries: ‘dry.’ lead, and alkaline types." On the whole, 
this rather ambitious field is fairly well covered as far as it 
can be in a book of the size, although very httle is said of 
the special problems relating to electric vehicle batteries, 
about which alone a whole volume could be filled. 

Chapter 1 deals mainly with the primary battery in its 
‘dry’ form as used a good deal in America as a etand- by for 
the ignition system, though not much in evidence in England. 
A recent contributor to the ELECTRICAL. REVIEW remarked that 
on his car, an American, the reserve battery of five dry cells 
had dried up three vears ago (literally * dry "" cells in this 
case), and as it was never required, he removed it and its 
wiring bodily; and a similar fate probably attends many 
other spare dry batteries. However, the action of the primary 
cell is interesting, and is useful to know in so far as 1t forme 
the basis of the action of the secondary battery. This action 
is well explained, and a good deal of practical information 
given as to the use, testing. and capabilities of dry batteries 
under various conditions. Some actual figures ebowing the 
internal resistance of dry batteries in various sizes might 
have been included for the sake of comparison with corre- 
sponding figures relating to secondary batteries. 

Chapter 2, on the lead storage battery, contains clear infor- 
mation on the principles, theory, and construction of this type. 
all of which ie useful. A table is given from a manufacturer's 
catalogue showing the enormous currents that are momentarily 
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called for from the battery at starting, but no discharge curves 
are reproduced to indicate the discharge from automobile 
batteries under various conditions of load. A reference might 
have been made to the block form of construction. 
Chapter 3 relates to charging batteries, not under running 
conditions on the car, but separate charging in the garage or 
otherwise. Full instructions are given for this, ae to the first 
and subsequent charges, mixing acid, testing, &c. The differ- 
ent methods of charging from dynamos, from primary bat- 
teries, and from house inains are also discussed. Charging 
from alternating current supplies is also mentioned, and 
various rectifiers described, though the kind most commonly 
used, the Nodon valve, is only dealt with in a short paragraph. 
Chapter 4 is devoted to the repair of lead batteries, and this 
eubject is dealt with very fullv. Detailed instructions are 
given for the repair of all parts of the cell, the treatment of 
sulphated plates, &c., and the fitting of new plates into a cell. 
In chapter 5 an interesting and instructive account is given 
of the alkaline battery, both the American Edison and the 
Swedish NI-FE types being referred to. The theory and con- 
struction are explained, and general notes given on the subject. 
In the comparison of the two batteries, acid and alkaline, one 
etatement given is open to misapprehension. It is stated that 


the alkaline type has ''double the capacity weight for 
weight." The author doubtless means capacity in ampere- 
hours only, but if watt-hours are taken for comparison, as 
they should be, the statement is by no means correct. 

A few diagrams are given, and these are clear and well 
drawn, but а good many illustrations are from catalogue blocks, 
some being rather back numbers, which tend to give the 
book a somewhat out-of-date appearance not justified by the 
text. 

A few typographical errors occur, mostly unimportant, but 
" Nocton " for Nodon valve, on page 60, should have been 
corrected, and also the statement on page 98 that an accumu- 
lator is the synonym of a “ strange’’ battery. 

The comments given above are by no means intended to 
disparage the value of this book, which undoubtedly contains 
much valuable and badly-needed information, particularly to 
the student or to those undertaking repairs to batteries. It 
is clearly written, and the matter is well arranged; the type 
is easily read, so that the information can be assimilated 
without undue effort. It bears the stamp of being written 
by one having a practical and first-hand knowledge of his 


subject. 
F. H. HUTTON. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest. 


A Safety Hand Lamp. 
Mr. George J. Duckett, of '' Hillcrest,” Oakbank Avenue, 


Moston, Manchester, has developed a new form of portable : 


lamp designed to prevent unauthorised interference by intro- 
ducing a locking arrangement so that the inside of the lamp 


cannot be got at by other than authorised persons. 

The ring carrying the safety cage is notched on the threaded 
portion, and engaging with the notches is a catch a C, fig. 1. 
The catch is pivoted, the opposite end forming an armature 4, 
and this in turn is held in such a position by the spring as to 
ensure that the catch ac is always in engagement with the 
notches in the safety cage ring. 

It will be seen that it is impossible to unscrew the cage 
ring until the catch has been disengaged, and for this purpose 
an electro-magnet EM is einployed. 

The case of the lamp, which is of ferrous metal, forms one 


pole of the magnetic circuit, and in order to restrict the 
lines of force through the armature a the iron plug ІР is 
surrounded by non-magnetic metal. 
m у TY 2 
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Fig. 1.—Sarety HAND LAMP AND UNLOCKING MAGNET. 

When the electromagnet is energised the lines of force are 
restricted, and are directed through the armature to the 
case of the lamp. As the armature is free to move it is drawn 
towards the iron plug, and the catch is withdrawn from the 
notches in the cage ring. 

In order to facilitate quick repair or renewal of lamps in 
the workshop, the electrician in charge can carry about with 
him a small electro-magnet supplied with an adapter plug. 

The body portion ot the lamp has been constructed in the 
form of an electro-magnet, in order that the lamp may be 


placed near or against any magnetic material, and held in 
position, until forcibly pulled away by hand. 

The holder is insulated from the metal portions of the lamp. 
which are held in position by the locking nut L N at the base 
of the handle. 

In order to overcome any excessive pull on the terminals 
of the lamp the flexible jumper is locked by binding it round 
SH adhesive tape, after which it is compressed by a locking 
nut. 

A New Vibration Galvanometer. 


A new form of vibration galvanometer is described in a recent 
scientific paper (No. 370) of the U.S. Bureau of Standards 
(fig. 2). In this device the electromagnet is placed outside 
the gap of the permanent magnet, but in a position in which 
an appreciable amount of flux from the latter passes through 
the cores of the former. The arrangement is the same in 


principle as earlier types, the chief difference in detail being 
the weaker field to which the core is eubjected. The two 
principal advantages of putting the electro-magnet outside 
are: First, the instrument will be most sensitive when the 
core ig working at the point of maximum differential per- 
meability, and secondly, with low-frequency vibrators, which 
must be of very small diameter, the effect of a strong magnetic 
field upon the frequency of the vibrator introduces practical 
difficulties in tuning, since the magnetic forces combine with 
the elastic force to change the total restoring force, thus 
altering the frequency. The best results have been obtained 
with cores of sheet silicon transformer steel. The vibrator 
is mounted on a small soft steel base, and is held in place 
magnetically by merely placing the base on the face of the 
magnet. l'or convenience in changing vibrators for different 
frequencies, un aluminium wire handle is fixed in the base. 
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Fic. 2.—VIBRATION GALVANOMETER. 


If the vibrator is polished and illuminated by a horizontal 
beam of light, a sharp line of light may be obtained in the 
microscope. Satisfactory readings may also be made by 
viewing the wire in the ordinary way. 


The Woods Earthing Device. 


A simple device for earthing pipes and lead-covered wires 
of all sizes has been put on the market by Messrs. FAULKNER 
AND Co., of 5, Market Street, Manchester. It consists of a 
strip of bare copper, with holes punched in it at 7/16-in. 
centres. By lapping the strip round a pipe and drawing it 
tight with a 3/16-in. bolt and nut, through the holes that 
serve best, with specially shaped washers, an excellent grip 
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and a satisfactory coutact аге obtaihed with the minimum 
of trouble. The same strip may be clamped to any number 
of adjoining pipes, and eerves also as a terminal to which an 
earthing wire can be clamped, any desired length being cut 
off the strip to suit the requirements. 


A Loud-speaking Marine Telephone. 


Among the latest manufactures of Messrs. SIEMENS Bros. 
& Co., LTD., Palace Place Mansions, Kensington Court, W. 8, 
is a series of loud-speaking marine telephones, one of which 
is illustrated in fig. 3. This instrument is provided with a 
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Fic. 3.—LOUD-SPEAKING MARINE TELEPHONE. 


standard watertight capsule transmitter and two sound 
trumpet tubes. It is unnecessary to raise the tubes to obtain 
loud-speaking effects, but in particularly noisy situations the 
tubes, which are fitted with pneumatic rubber ear pads, can 
be raised to the ears to exclude external sounds. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Mzssgs. SzmrrON-JowEs, O'DeLL АМО 
TEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


FOR, 1920. 


9.590. Electric lamps for motor cars, Ac.“ F. Haswer. April. 6th. 
9,612. Carrier for clectric-lamp, Aco. shades, &.“ А. P. RUTHERFORD. 
April 6th. 

9,616. Eectrical resistance app iratus; Cy Je 
SHenton & Co. April 6th. 

9,629. ‘Electric relays." M. D. Dimitrievircu. April 6th, 

9,631. Electrical change-over switch apparatus," T. Rasyouns and G. 
Vickery. April Gth. 

9.647. Telephone-call recorder." H. M. Stevexsos. April 6th, 

9,670. Permanent magnets and permanentamaynet motors.” 5. I. 
Нїтсисоск. April 6th. 

9,673. Telephone systems," Atromatic (‘TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING Co. 
April 6th. (United States, August 20th, 1919.) 

9.679. Fuses for electric currents.“ J. Т. Caraway and R. F. Скосси. 
April 6th. 

9,680, “ Dynamo-electric systems for automobiles.’ 
Ісхіпом Co. and E. O. Тскчьк. April Gth. 

9.681. '' Electric switches, sockets, Sc," II. J. Case and G. GORRINGE. 
April Gth. 

9.686. '' Electric. furnaces.” E. 
1917.) 

9.68 7. Electric welding. Милох Werper & Metus Co. April 6th. 
(United States, April 22nd, 1919.) 

9,693. "Adjustable standard for clectric lamps.” L. S. HAMMARBACK. 
April 6th. (Sweden, April 4th, 1919.) 


9.707. Direct-current. dynamo-clectrice machines." B. J. SuiLLiro. April 
=> 
7th. 


9,708. “Step-by-step mechanism for electric motor 
GARRARD, A. H. RuLiNG and W. Wirsos. April 7th. 

9.721. Spark plugs." L. S. Fiara. April 7th. 

9,742. Electric lighting." W. CnakLEs.— April 7th. 

9,750. “ Automatic device for compensating for effects of temperature іп 
electrical circuits." F. W. Curtis. April 7th. 


4.763 Electric measuring instrument," E. C. R. Marks. (Nagel Elec- 
tric Co.) April 7th. 


Млксғкіхох and F. J. 


Britisn LIGHTING AND 


Ait. April tth. (France, August 9th, 


starters." C. C. 


9,799. Spark plugs.” A. E. Watts. April 7th. 


9,800. '' Arrangements for transmission of electric currents by liquid con- 
ductors.” F. AicNER and R. ExsAN. April 7th. (Austria, March lith, 1919.) 


9.801. Magneto-clectric couplings." R. ERBAN. April 7th. (Austria, 
March 13th, 1919.) 


9.809. Sparking plugs." T. B. Вколо and S. J. PLummer. April 8th. 
9.813. Commutator for Ford cars and Fordson tractors.” А. W. 
F&LLOws and W. A. GARDNER. April 8th. 


9.816. Means for supporting porcelain, &c., clectric-light fittings." G. P. 
Dennis. April 8th. 


9,822. ‘ Flexible pendant electric-light fittings." W. Broadsext. — April 


9,853. “ Brush-lifting and short-circuiting means for induction motors. А. 
Parkinson. April 8th. 

9.860. Electrical generating systems.” INpUsTRIAL RESEARCH CORFORA- 
пок. April 8th, (United States, April Bth, 1919.) 

9,861. '' Electrical generating systems.” INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH | Coxpoka- 
TION. April Bth. (United States, April 28th, 1919.) 

9,867. “ Ventilating systems fot dynamo- lectrice machines.“ 
Tuowsos-HousroN Co. (General Electric. Co., U.S.A.) April 8th. 

9,884. “Eletric soldering apparatus." E. Мактім. April: 8th. (France, 
April 8th, 1919.) ; 


9.899. Combined electric switch and meter for motor-cycles, Ac.“ Powe 
& Hinser, W. А. Ѕнегнеко and E. F. Wilson. April 8th. 

9.900. Electrical cut-outs." TO WELL & HaswER, W. A. SHEPBERD and E. 
F. Wicson. April 8th. 

9,939. *''-Eectric heaters.” J. K. Sonen.’ April 9th. - | 

9,950. “Heating chamber for removing necks of lamp bulbs, &c.” P. V. 
Castert-Evaxs. April 9th. | à 

9,963. “ Electric motors of the unwound armature type.“ Bark & Утко 0 
and J. W. Еккхсн. April 9th. 

9.988. Sparking plugs." A. W. ARNSTRONG. April 9th. 

9,974. ''Dynamo-clectric machines."  B&irrisit THomsox-Houston Co. and 
F. P. WHITAKER. April 9th. 

9.997. Electric furnaces.” W. E. Moore. April 9th. 

10,061. '' Telegraph circuits.” A. ORLINGC and ORLING'S TELEGRAPH ENSTKU- 
MENTS SYNDICATE. April 10th. 


10,062. Alternating-current motors." F. 
March 26th, 1919.) 


10.068. Electrical measuring instruments of the moving-coil type." R. F. 
Haun. TOS. R. F. Налмитох & Co., F. S. J. Pu and. H. Swim. April 10th. 


10. 105. Electrical switching-appwratus. J. F. G. Hartmans. April 10th. 


BRIIISI 


Pesca. April 10th. (Germany, 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1917. 

12.373. ELRCTRICALLY-DRIVEN GRAMOPHONES. D. Branson. August 29th, 1917, 

(140,108.) M 
; 1918s. | 

6.029. SpaRKING PLUGS. Cleryet, Blin et Cic. 
(116,265.) 

14,106. PRIMARY GALVANIC BATTERIES WITH UNALTERABLE ELECTROLYTE. E. W. 
Jungner. September 4th, 1917. (118,843.) | 

14,458. TELEPHONE APPARATUS. M. Latour. September Sth, 1917. (140.123.) 

17,514. Tevernonic APPARATUS. M. Latour. October 3rd, 1917. (Addition 
to 140,123.) (140,133.) 

18,754. DvNaAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. British Thomson-Houston Co. and Е. 
P. Whitaker. November 15th, 1918. (140, 134.) : 

20,375. ELECTRIC MUFFLE FURNACES. A. Imbery. June 4th, 1919. (140,138.) 

21,638. GROUP SWITCHING ARRANGEMENT FOR AUTOMATIC OR SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
TELEPHONE EXCHANGES. C. А. W. Hultman. December. 24th, 1917. (121,957 .) 


1919. 

3.231. ELECTRODES FOR VACUUM. DISCHARGE DEVICES. British. Thomson- 
Houston Co. (General Electric Co.). February 10th, 1919. (140,166.) 

3.808. SrARKING PLUGS РОК INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. V. Bonde. Feb 
ruary l5th, 1919. (140,172.) 
4.214. Exsctric switcnes. J. A. Crabtree. February 20th, 1919. (140,179.) 
4.215. ELECTRIC SWITCHES. J. A. Crabtree. February 20th, 1919. (140.180 
4.219. Ecvectric swincnes. J. А. Crabtree. February 20th. 1919. (160.181 
4.221. ELECITRI Ca switcnes. J. А. Crabtree, February 20th, 1919. 
(140,182.) 

4.710. ELFCIRIC MOTOR CARS. 
(123.767 .) 

7.981. MACHINE FOR WINDING MAGNETO-ARMATURES, COILS AND THE Ling. R 
W. Humphrey. March 31st, 1919. (140,215) ` dd l ; 
8.177. EXCITATION OF DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. British Thomson- Houston 
Uo. (General Electric Co.). April lst, 1919. (140,220.) 

8.733. MrANS FOR PREVENTING SPARKING IN APPLIANCES FOR MAKING AND 
BKEAKING ELECTRIC CIRCUITS. Н. H. Hill. April 7th, 1919. (140, 27.) 

15,085. REGULATING SYSTEMS FOR ALTERNATING CURRENT CIRCUITS. British 
Thomson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co.) June 16th, 1919. (140.285 ) 
18,001. Macnetos. J. H. Runbaken and W. Torrance. July 18th, 1919. 
(140,298.) 

21.829. CONTACTS FOR ELECTRIC SWITCHES, FUSES AND THR LIKE. H. J. Dean 
and W. Redmayne. September 5th, 1919. (140,318.) | 

24.575. ELECTRICAL PROTECTIVE DEVICES... Western Electric. Co. (Western 
Electric Co.) February 14th, 1919. (Divided application оп 135,389.) (140. 2. 
27,904. Eecrric Lichters. B. L. Dechelle. March And, 1919. (Additien 
to 129,653.)  (140,346.) 

909.889. ELECTROMOTOR WITH SELF-CONTAINED REDUCING GEAR, 
September 160, 1914. (136,153.) 


January 19th, 1917. 


K. H. O. Lubeck. February 25th, 1918. 


H. Schroder 


A Note We 0,Cl. — SLI HUMOUR.— In one of the 
lighter columns of the Commercial Motor we recently noticed the 
remark, ‘ Let's have a squint at your X-eyed battery. Evidently 
this is intended to test our gravity. We wonder whether there is 
any charge? Probably the answer is in the negative, and ovr 
Publicity Manager's capacity for free advertisement cannot be 
reckoned in ampere-hours. . . He might tell the Commercial 
Motor that we realise that if the power behind the motor is in tbe 
Exide battery, the power behind the sells is in the Advertisement." 
From the Chloride Chronicle, 
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THE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY BILL: 
? ADDENDUM. 


WHEN the Government declared its intention, in December 


last, of introducing an -amending Bill to enact the—shal! 


we say—penal clauses that were omitted from the first 
version of the Electricity (Supply) Bill of 1919, we doubted 
whether it would be as good as its word. For one thing, the 
Act as it stood, shorn of its most controversial features, was 
acceptable, for what it was worth, to every branch of the 
industry ; true, there were those who desired the compulsory 


clauses—but there were practically none who objected to 
the clauses actually passed into law. Further, it seemed tc 
us, and not to us alone, that the unexpected loss of the 
additional powers would prove a blessing in that it would 
allow the Commissioners to look round and take stock of the 
position, and to acquire some experience of the procedure by 
which they could best attain the desired ends—first, and 
most important, economy of fuel : secondly, but as a means 
of attaining the first, the provision of a cheap and abundant 
supply of electric power to all parts of the country. 

However, for once a Parliamentary pledge has been 
redeemed, and the Bill is before the House of Commons, 
-embodying with but little change the provisions that were 
struck out by the House of Lords. Its“ progress will be a 
thorny one; its re-introduction affords an unhoped-for 
opportunity of making good the errors of the past session, 
and no stone will be left unturned by the opponents of the 
measure to retrieve their losses. The issue is now a plain 
one, between the representatives of private ownership and 
communal ownership respectively. The main principle of 
the original Bill—State Control—has become the law of: 
the realm ; but the secondary purpose of some of its pro- 
moters—to drive out private enterprise—has not yet been 
achieved. Why should itbe? We have often expressed the 
view, for which there is abundance of sanction in the 
success attained in the United States and elsewhere, that 
private enterprise under State control is the most efficient 
and progressive method of conducting a great business 
undertaking such as that of electricity supply, and we 
adhere to that opinion. The fruits of national ownership 
are familiar to all observers ; amongst the many lessons of 
the war, that has been one of the most painful to learn and 
most costly to the individual, who has also learnt that it is 
most difficult to rid himself of the incubus, once he is in 
ite clutches. р 

Not only did the original Bill foredoom the private com- 
pany to extinction, with few and unimportant exceptions ; 
it also proposed to accomplish that achievement by methods 
which were hardly one step removed from fraud. The terms 
of purchase of generating stations and main transmission 
lines were so flagrantly unjust, that even the Government, 
for very shame, had to provide a partial remedy—but the 
cure was little better than the disease; the companies were 
offered the alternatives of staying in the business as dis- 
tributors, with an utterly inadequate degree of compensation 
for the loss of their plant, or going out of business alto- 
gether in order to secure the return of their capital, at the 
sacrifice of their goodwill and the opportunity to recoup 
themselves for their early losses. The fact that they were 
protected from such an eventuality by a definite agreement 
with Parliament, which ought to have been regarded as 
binding upon any Government, is undeniable ; they were to 
have a concession for 42 years, and at the end of it to 
receive the fair market value—the then value—of their 
plant, if it were purchased by the local authorities. 
Their plant is now worth nominally twice ite original value, 
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and to return to them their capital outlay, in terms of the 
present depreciated currency, is 8 manceuvre unworthy of any 
Government. If justice is to be done,a way must be found 
for the companies to remain in existence on tolerable terms, 
unless they wish to leave the business; to force them out 
of it by imposing upon them confiscation terms is robbery. - 

There are two points, therefore, which to our mind 
require amendment. The first is the terms of compulsory 
purchase ; this should not be put in force until and unless 
it is necessary in the interest of economy and progress, but 
when it is, it should be on the basis of justice and equity. 
The other item is the price of bulk supply. Under the 
present Act, the whole benefit of any reduction in the price 
is to enure to the consumer ; it is, however, certain that 
if the present undertakers were permitted to continue 
generating electricity and extending their plant, they would 
be as well able as the District Boards to reduce the generat- 
ing costa, sharing the benefits with the consumer, and this 
is included in their rights under the Parliamentary agree- 
ment. Under the Act they are deprived of this right, with- 
out compensation in any shape. 

Itis upto the supporters of private enterprise now to see 
that it is afforded а fair opportunity of justifying ite 
existence, and of entering into voluntary co-operation with 
other agencies for the purpose of economising fuel and labour. 
The chance will never recur. 


AN echo of the Report on the Electric 
Lamp Industry was heard at the meeting 
of the Grand Council of the Federation of 
British Industries, last week, as reported in The Bulletin. 
A letter from the Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ Association 
pointed out that the Committee had published information 
which was supplied by the manufacturers on the under- 
standing that it would be treated as confidential. A 
resolution proposed by Mr. D. N. Dunlop, director of the 
B.E.A.M.A., declaring that the publication was a breach of 
the Profiteering Act, and was most -detrimental to the 
interests of British industry, was carried unanimously. 

While no one will deny that, in the interests of truth, it 
is essential that the Committees inquiring into questions 
of profiteering shall be furnished with full information on 
the points with which they deal, it is no less certain that 
the unauthorised publication of such data, when obtained 
under the seal of confidence, is the most effective method 
imaginable of inducing manufacturers and traders to 
endeavour in future to withhold them from the Committees. 
In this case the mischief has been done, but an unmistak- 
able warning has been issued to manufacturers in other 
branches of industry that they cannot rely upon the 
integrity, or even the discretion, of such committees, and 
they will not be slow to learn the lesson. It is absurd that 
measures intended for the benefit of British industry should 
thus be turned to the advantage of our foreign competitors 
by affording them priceless information regarding manu- 
facturing costs and other conditions obtaining in this 
country. | 

At the same meeting a resolution was adopted that steps 
should be taken to ensure the appointment on such com- 
mittees of members possessing technical qualifications. 
While we agree that the personnel should include some 
members competent to guide the Committee to correct con- 
clusions, we would not have them all, or even a majority of 
them, experts in the subject of their inquiry. It would in 
many cases be exceedingly difficult to constitute a com- 
mittee of experts that would not be even more objectionable 
to the industry concerned, and it will be admitted that the 
specialist, however upright and worthy, is not likely to be 
able to occupy a position of judicial detachment and impar- 
tiality. It is the established practice of the British law 
courts to submit highly technical patent cases, for example, 
to a judge who has no personal interest in the subject of 
dispute, and the results of this procedure have not proved 
unsatisfactory. It is, however, most desirable that the 
members of committees should be men of affairs and accus- 
tomed to the exercise of judicial functions, which is certainly 
mot the case as a rule, | 


Confidential 
Communications. 


ON November Ist, 1915, the Govern- 

The Budget and ment substituted and brought into force 

Increase In the à minimum of 9d. per telegram of 12 

Inland Telegraph ee - 
Rate. words, and 4d. each additional word, for a 
6d. minimum which ruled before, an 
increase of 8d. per telegram. The present Budget proposals 
provide for a further increase in the rate to 18. minimum, 
and ld. for each additional word, making a 100 per cent. 
incresse over the pre-war rate. No doubt the public have 
dismissed the subject with the unpleasant reflection that 
inland telegrams are to cost more, but they probably have 
not realised the far-reaching effect the increase is likely to 
bave on international telegraph rates. When the increase 
to 9d. became effective in 1915, cable and telegraph com- 
panies maintained their rates, but as they will now have to 
face a rate that has doubled, it is an open question if they 
will adopt the same attitude. Working and maintenance 
expenses have, like those of other concerns, risen enormously, 
and, notwithstanding the additional burden, rates have not 
been increased on this account so far. То arrive 
at a rate from point to point various charges per 
word and per message have to be added together, 
and in this way a fixed rate from any place in the 
United Kingdom can be arrived at to any place abroad. It 
Stands to reason, therefore, that the increased inland rate 
must affect international rates if it be applied to such 
traffic, and is not merely local in effect. The Western 
Union Telegraph Co. has also increased landline rates in 
North America by 20 per cent., and this increase, in addition 
to tbe one proposed here, may well lead to all-round 
alterations. It may be that the rate, say, from New York 
to London and any other city to which the cable companies 
lease their own landlines can be maintained at 18. per word 
and the inland rate added to places where the coinpanie: 
have not their own offices, but if, in addition, rentals for 
leased lines, tubes, &c., are increased to any extent, the 
18.-рег- тога rate may have to be increased to all places to 
meet the extra demands of the private and Government 
landline systems. The mercantile community will, no 
doubt, have to be prepared for changes. 

Temporarily, at all events, the realisation of our hopes 
for cheaper communication throughout the world may have 
receded, but we cannot believe that it will be long before it 
is secured. It is, of course, true that the cost of new cables 
and working expenses are greatly increased, but wireless 
wil play an important part in the ntar future. If we 
limit inter-Colonial communication by high rates, we 
inevitably limit Empire development and prevent wealth 
and revenue production. 


e CONSIDERABLE irritation has been pro- 
Compulsory 


Arbitration in duced in Labour circles in France in 
France. consequence of tbe introduction in the 


Chamber by M. Jourdain, Minister for 
Labour, of a Bill which provides for the adoption of com- 
pulsory arbitration in order to settle disputes between 
workmen and their employers. The undertakings affected 
by the Bill are (1) railways, tramways, and other means of 
transport in common by land, sea or waterway ; (2) gasand 
electricity works; (3) coal mineg; and (4) undertakings 
for the distribution of water, light and power. Two pre- 
liminary stages are provided for under the Bill before 
reaching the state of compulsory arbitration. In the first 
place, a deputation of five workmen can wait upon the heads 
of the works to deal with the dispute ; and, secondly, con- 
ciliation can be resorted to before a competent committee or 
before a magistrate. Should both these methods fail te 
bring about a settlement, compulsory arbitration will ecme 
into force, and strikes and lock outs are suspended. The 
Bill proposes the imposition of penalties for contraventions 
of the law. These comprise (1) fines of from 16 to 10,000 fr., 
and imprisonment from six days to three months; and (2) 
the requisition by the Government of the buildings, plant, 
and personnel in case one of the parties infringes the 
regulations. 
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EXTENSIONS IN THE 


THE Clyde Valley Electrical Power Co. has just put on 
commercial load a large Metropolitan- Vickers turbo-generator 
get at its Yoker power station. This station is situated on 
the tidal portion of the River Clyde, and well placed for fuel, 
water, and distribution ; it is illustrated in fig. 3, p. 548. 
The new set (fig. 2) is rated at 18,750 K.v.a., giving a 
normal output of 15,000 kw. at 0°8 power factor. The 
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CLYDE VALLEY POWER STATIONS. 


The condenser, situated immediately under the turbine, is 
of Messrs. Weir's land type, capable of dealing with 
200,000 Ib. of steam per hour, the normal vacuum carried 
being 29 in. with barometer at 30 in. The pumps are also 
by Messrs. Weir, being of their Dual make, electrically- 
driven through spur gearing from a 40-H.P. three-phase, 
25-cycle, 48U-B.P.M. induction motor. 
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Еа. 1.—PLAN or CLYDE VALLEY PowER Co.'s DISTRICT, 


tarbine has Rateau blading with 14 expansion wheels, the 
casing being of cast-steel for the high-pressure and cast- 
iron for the low-pressure end. The working steam pressure 
is 200 Ib. per sq. in., with 160° F. superheat, and a special 
arrangement’ is provided at the low-pressure end of the 
surbine for drawing off steam for feed-heating under 
vacuum, which is estimated to give 
5 per cent. additional economy by 
raising the temperature of the feed 
water to 155° F. The governor is 
of the oil relay type, the pump sup- 
plying oil at a pressure of 70 lb. 
per sq. in. The main bearings are 
lubricated under pressure from a 
second oil pump, algo driven off the 
main shaft, both pumps drawing 
from & common tank in the turbine 
bedplate. The oil is cooled during 
use by Zimmermann oil coolers. 

The alternator generates three- 
phase current at 11,000 volte, 25 
cycles, at a speed of 1,500 R.P.M. 
The two-pole rotor is machined from 
a solid forging, and the end windings 
of the star-connected stator are 
specially braced to resist lateral 
streeses. Three air-cooled reactances, 
giving a reactance value of 5 per 
cent., are installed. Merz- Price 
balanced protective gear is fitted to 
protect the generator. The air for 
cooling the machine windings is 
circulated by fans carried on the 
main shaft and within the generator 
casing, the air being washed prior 
to use in a Davidson air washer. Excitation current can 
be supplied from the direct-coupled exciter on the turbine 
shaft, or separately from the station P. O. bars. 

The cables from the generator to the switchgear gallery 
are 0°75 sq. in. single-core, lead-covered and armoured, six 
in all, two to each phase, and arrangements are made on the 
board for remote control of the main machine switch, aa 
well as of the generator earth switch. 


The pumping plant at the river intake in the Clyde is 
common to this set and to the other generators in the 
station, the whole circulating plant operating into a 42-in. 
main. Little trouble is experienced with the water screen- 
ing at the station, the screens used being of the ordinary 
mesh pattern. 


Fig. 2.—METROPOLITAN-VICKEBS 18,750-K.V.A. TUBBO-GENERATOR, 


The set is supplied with steam from the station range of 
Babcock & Wilcox boilers ; the total steaming capacity of 
the power house is 285,000 Ib. with four boilers on induced 
and eight on natural draught. 

A similar turbo-alternator to that described is under con- 
struction at the company’s Clyde Mill Power Station, Cam- 
buslang, and the installation of a second 15,000-x w. set is 
under consideration for the Yoker power station. 
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The company has now three large generating stations in 
commission, with 180 sub-stations and switch houses, as 
shown in fig. 1, and its power and lighting business is pro- 


e.. 
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gressing very rapidly, the total contracts for supply at 
present amounting to 145,000 H.P. We are indebted to the 
company for the foregoing particulars and illustrations. 


LOW-VOLTAGE LIGHTING OF 
ELECTRICALLY-EQUIPPED FACTORIES. 


By С. Т. WILKINSON. 


IT is to be regretted that the electric lighting of factories has 
not yet received the close attention and study in England 
which have been accorded it abroad. As a result, the 
English engineer planning the lighting of an electrically- 
equipped factory has not at his command the complete 
regulations and suggestions that are available elsewhere. 

The recent report of Mr. Scott Ram on fatal accidente in 
electrically-equipped factories seems to point in the direc- 
tion of low-voltage lighting, and, indeed, one such system is 
therein mentioned. 

It is the object of this article to draw attention to a low- 
voltage lighting system of novel character, which claims to 
have appreciable advantages over other methods, and which it 
is thought might be worthy of the consideration of English 
illuminating engineers. By the adoption of this system 
low-voltage lighting was first applied toa factory at the time 
under the direction of the Admiralty. A pressure of 12 volts 
was selected, and this voltage was obtained by placing a 
small fine-wire 12-volt coil at the bottom of the slote of 
the standard induction motors operating the individual 
machine tools. The conditions governing the decision to 
use this system in the case of a modern factory were as 
follows :— 

The shops were laid out according to latest practice, with 
plenty of space between the machines, and with steel tubes 
carrying the wires in the concrete floor up to each motor. 
Individual lighting points from above were impossible, as 
they would have prevented free movement of the overhead 
cranes, and if the lighting wires were kept entirely separate 
from the power circuit in the usual way, separate steel 
tubes for these lighting circuits would have been necessary. 
Further, tlie cost for individual lighting points for each 
machine would have worked out at more than £3 per point. 

However, the men to be employed on the machine tools 
insisted on individual lights, and were backed up in this 
preference by the technical operating staff and foreman. 


Exáminátion of the best intensity allowances available 
for the different classes of factory work indicates that for 
this particular work if individual machine lights were 
used, the general overhead lighting of the shop 
would require only a fraction of the wattage other- 
wise necessary, and a great saving was made in this 
direction, not only in first cost of equipment, but 
iu annus] operating charges, this overhead lighting 
being only such as was necessary to provide sufficient 
illumination for the safe and speedy movement of overhead 
cranes carrying material, other shifting of material, and 
general supervision of work. 

If, therefore, while reducing the cost and operating 
expenses of the overhead lighting, as previously mentioned, 
the individual lights for machine tools could be put in 
extraordinarily cheaply, at the same time consuming a 
negligible amount of power, it was obvious that a consider- 
able step forward could be accomplished in this class cf 
work. 

For such individual lights, a low voltage is very valuable, 
enabling as it does the use of half-watt type 12-volt auto- 
mobile headlight lamps. A number of these lamps could 
be supplied from one low-voltage transformer, or alterna- 
tively this small winding could be placed in each motor, so 
that every individual motor supplied the lights for its own 
machine tool. 

It was decided to adopt the latter method after considera- 
tion of the relative costs. The expense per point for the 
individual lights would not have been appreciably lessened 
by the adoption of the first method, whereas by utilising 
the new method it was greatly reduced, the actual cost of 
the small 12-volt coil being only a few shillings. The 
leads from this coil were carried through fuses to a small 
lighting plug-box situated adjoining the terminal-box for 
the power leads, but in future installations these two boxes 
would be made one, still further cheapening the device. 

There then only remained a small plug, a few feet of flex, 
and the usual universal joint reflectors enabling the lampe 
to be held in any position convenient to the workman. 

The total cost at the time was about half the price per 
point for lighting in the usual way, and if the suggestion 
for a common terminal-box just outlined were adopted, the 
figure would be appreciably less. 

The efficiency of these half-watt lamps is, of course, com- 
paratively high, and their use only becomes possible 
through the low voltage available. 

The actual light required when thus brought right down 
to the work is so small, that the wattage consumed is almost 


LOW-VOLTAGE LIGHTING OF RADIAL DRILL. 


negligible, as compared with the standard 100-volt or 
200-volt system: moreover, these small 12-volt high- 
efficiency lamps are very substantial, and will stand far 
more vibration than high-voltage lamps, with consequent 
saving in replacements. | 

The saving obtained in power for a typical machine shop 
is, say, 40 per cent. or more, depending on the type of 
machine work and whether a large number of tools have 
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to be supplied. This further means an appreciable saving 
in power-station equipment, and consequent reduction in 
initial cost. | 

Ву the adoption of the above-mentioned arrangement, it 
will be noticed that two sources of light are available, one 
overhead from the separate lighting circuit and the other 
individual from the main power circuit. This has the 
further advantage that trouble on either of these circuite 
does not leave the shop in total darkness. 

It was av first considered that this system might have 
two disadvantages: (1) That the light might flicker, or 
that undue stress would perhaps be put on the lamp at 
starting—but these defects were never realised; and (2) 
that the light would not be available when the machine 
was shut down. The latter was, however, overcome by 
having two plug holes on each motor, so that in case of 
shutting down of the machine the workman could plug 
his light into his neighbour's motor. In practice it will be 
found that the need for this plugging into the neighbouring 
motor seldom arises. 

The second difficulty is also overcome by careful con- 
sideration of the following determining factors :— 

(a) Proportion of working time spent in “setting up" 
for each tool and class of tools. 

(b) Tools provided with gear boxes for speed variation, 
in which case & clutch is provided, and the motor is run 
all the time. i 

(c) Tools which keep motor running continuously owing 
to very little time being absorbed in moving work. 

(а) Tools for which group drive is used, and two, or 
three, or four lights are supplied from one motor. 

(в) Tools in which the interval for adjustment is 
relatively long, and plugging into a neighbouring motor is 
not too frequent, and causes no inconvenience. 

In further connection with Mr. Scott Ram’s report on 
fatal accidents, it is claimed that with this 12-volt system 
no accident could ibly occur. .Such immunity was 
ensured by placing the coil at the bottom of the induction 
motor slot, and entirely separate from the power winding, 
a full power insulation test being made between the lighting 
coil and the power coil, as well as between the lighting coil 
and the frame. 

The above arrangement is fundamentally 
an appreciation of the fact that the stator of 
an induction motor is а transformer. Such 
a scheme, therefore, must essentially be much 
cheaper than any arrangement of separate 
‚ low-voltage transformers. In fact, whereas 
it is greatly cheaper than the system of 
obtaining a number of lights from one low- 
voltage transformer, it is, of course, infinitely 
cheaper than the arrangement —also con- 
sidered at the time—of supplying a small 
separate transformer for each light. It also. 
greatly simplifies the lay-out, wiring, and 
operating of such a machine shop; and the 
conception of each machine shop having its 
own general lighting, and each tool getting“, 
ite own special strong individual light straight = © 
from its own motor, is thought to be a distinct step forward 
in simplification, reduction of first cost, and economy of 
operation. 5 

To sum up, the writer would suggest the use of this light- 
ing coil as a standard for any modern factory, and believes 
that so few cases where it is not applicable will be found 
that they can be altogether neglected. The low cost of 
equipping the motors with the coil and the resulting 
economy in initial outlay, operating cost, and saving in 
power, would seem to be such that the system merits 
extended use. | 


Dock Congestion at Coustantinople.—The Department 
of Overseas Trade is informed that, to relieve the congestion which 
exists at the port of Constantinople, a compulsory sale will take 
place very shortly of all goods which have been lying in the 
Custom House for more than one year and one day. A list of such 
goods has been prepared, and it is stated that the British Chamber 
of Commerce of Turkey and the Balkan States (Inc.), 34/35, Bayuk 
Tunnel, Han, Galata, Constantinople, is in possession of full 
information. United Kingdom firms who are interested in this 
matter are invited to communicate with that body without delay. 


АМ. AMPLIFIER EMPLOYING THERMIONIC. - 
INTER-VALVE RESISTANCE COUPLINGS 


„ 
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By JOHN SCOTT-TAGGART. | 


Тнк author has devised a large number of amplifying 
devices in which the coupling between the valves consists 
not in the usual form of resistances or transformers, but in 
thermionic couplings. In place of ordinary conductors of 
high impedance, it is proposed to use a conductive path 
between the cathode and anode of a vacuum tube such as 
the Fleming valve. Р 

One form of the arrangement is shown in the accompanying 
figure, which shows the application of the arrangement to 
the reception of wireless signals. 

An aerial circuit L, С, is coupled to a closed receiving 
circuit, L, o, which is connected across the grid and 
filament of the three-electrode vacuum tube v,. The plate 
circuit of v, contains a two-electrode vacuum tube R, and the 
plate battery н. The valve в, may conveniently consist of 
an ordinary three-electrode valve in which the grid and 
anode are connected together. The filament, it will be 
noticed, is heated by means of an accumulator A,,prefer- 
ably through the five-ohm rheostat B, The electron - 
current from the filament F, of the vacuum tube vi flows to - 
the plate Pi, to the filament F, of the vacuum tube Ri, thence 
to the plate P, and so back to the filament F, vid the 
battery H. The valve в, acts as a resistance of the 
order of 100,000 ohms, which value, however, may 
be conveniently varied by altering the emission from 
the filament F, by adjusting в, We thus con- 
veniently obtain a  non-inductive resistance whose 
value may be very readily varied, and whose normal 
value approximates to that of the valve v, —a most desirable 
condition for effective amplification. Ву this means the 
voltage on the grid of v, will vary the resistance of v,, and, 
consequently, vary the current in the circuit F,, Pi, Fs, P,, 
H, F, Since the current through Е, is increased, t 


potential across P, and F, will also increase. If the grid of 
ү, is positive, F, will become negative with respect to P,. 


AN AMPLIFIER WITH THERMIONIC COUPLINGS. 


By connecting P, through the condenser c, to the grid of 
the second valve, the potential variations across R, are 
impressed on the grid Gs, the condenser с, ensuring that 
grid d, is insulated from the high positive value which 
would otherwise be given to it by the battery H. The 
momentary negative potential on G; increases the resistance 
of the tube v,, and so lessens the current in the circuit v,, 
R, and н. Since the current through в, is decreased, the 
potential across В, decreases, and, consequently, the grid of 
the third three-electrode valve is given a positive pulse. 
The third three-electrode vacuum tube acts in а manner 
comparable to the first. The last vacuum tube is 
intended to act not as a high-frequency amplifier, but as a 
detector, and a pair of telephones is included in its plate 
circuit, a suitable tapping being taken from the battery H. 
To assist us in arranging that the last valve shall act as 
a detector, we cau conveniently make its filament current 
variable by the use of a separate rheostat, R, The current 
through the filament of the first three vacuum tubes may 
be varied by means of а rheostat, R. These three valves 
act as amplifiers of the high-frequency oscillations, and are 
not intended to act as detectors.. Resistances R. and Br., 
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The company has now three large generating stations in 
commission, with 180 sub-stations and switch houses, as 


shown in fig. 1, and its power and lighting business is pro- 


FIG. 3.—YOKER POWER STATION. 


gressing very rapidly, the total contracts for supply at 
present amounting to 145,000 H.P. We are indebted to the 
company for the foregoing particulars and illustrations. 


LOW-VOLTAGE LIGHTING OF 
ELECTRICALLY-EQUIPPED FACTORIES. 


By C. T. WILKINSON. 


IT is to be regretted that the electric lighting of factories has 
not yet received the close attention and study in England 
which have been accorded it abroad. As a result, the 
English engineer planning the lighting of an electrically- 
equipped factory has not at his command the complete 
regulations and suggestions that are available elsewhere. 

The recent report of Mr. Scott Ram on fatal accidents in 
electrically-equipped factories seems to point in the direc- 
tion of low-voltage lighting, and, indeed, one such system is 
therein mentioned. 

It is the object of this article to draw attention to a low- 
voltage lighting system of novel character, which claims to 
have appreciable advantages over other methods, and which it 
is thought might be worthy of the consideration of English 
illuminating engineers. By the adoption of this system 
low-voltage lighting was first applied to a factory at the time 
under the direction of the Admiralty. A pressure of 12 volts 
was selected, and this voltage was obtained by placing a 
small fine-wire 12-volt coil at the bottom of the slots of 
the standard induction motors operating the individual 
machine tools. The conditions governing the decision to 
use this system in the case of a modern factory were as 
follows :— 

The shops were laid out according to latest practice, with 
plenty of space between the machines, and with steel tubes 
carrying the wires in the concrete floor up to each motor. 
Individual lighting points from above were impossible, as 
they would have prevented free movement of the overhead 
cranes, and if the lighting wires were kept entirely separate 
from the power circuit in the usual way, separate steel 
tubes for these lighting circuits would have been necessary. 
Further, tle cost for individual lighting points for each 
machine would have worked out at more than £3 per point. 

However, the men to be employed on the machine tools 
insisted on individual lights, and were backed up in this 
preference by the technical operating staff and foreman. 


Examination of the best intensity allowances available 
for the different classes of factory work indicates that for 
this particular work if individual machine lights were 
used, the general overhead lighting of the shop 
would require only a fraction of the wattage other- 
wise necessary, and a great saving was made in this 
direction, not only in first cost of equipment, but 
in annual operating charges, this overhead lighting 
being only such as was necessary to provide sufficient 
illumination for the safe and speedy movement of overhead 
cranes carrying material, other shifting of material, and 
general supervision of work. 

If, therefore, while reducing the cost and operating 
expenses of the overhead lighting, as previously mentioned, 
the individual lights for machine tools could be put in 
extraordinarily cheaply, at the same time consuming a 
negligible amount of power, it was obvious that a consider- 


able step forward could be accomplished in this class of 


work. 

For such individual lights, a low voltage is very valuable, 
enabling as it does the use of half-watt type 12-volt auto- 
mobile headlight lamps. A number of these lamps could 
be supplied from one low-voltage transformer, or alterna- 
tively this small winding could be placed in each motor, so 
that every individual motor supplied the lights for its own 
machine tool. 

It was decided to adopt the latter method after considera- 
tion of the relative costs. The expense per point for the 
individual lights would not have been appreciably lessened 


by the adoption of the first method, whereas by utilising - 


the new method it was greatly reduced, the actual cost of 
the small 12-volt coil being only a few shillings. The 
leads from this coil were carried through fuses to a smal! 
lighting plug-box situated adjoining the terminal-box for 
the power leads, but in future installations these two boxes 
would be made one, still further cheapening the device. 

There then only remained a small plug, a few feet of flex, 
and the usual universal joint reflectors enabling the lamps 
to be held in any position convenient to the workman. 

The total cost at the time was about half the price per 
point for lighting in the usual way, and if the suggestion 
for a common terminal-box just outlined were adopted, the 
figure would be appreciably less. 

The efficiency of these half-watt lamps is, of course, com- 
paratively high, and their use only becomes possible 
through the low voltage available. | 

The actual light required when thus brought right down 
to the work is so small, that the wattage consumed is almost 
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negligible, as compared with the standard 100-volt or 
200-volt system; moreover, these small 12-volt high- 
efficiency lamps are very substantial, and will stand far 
more vibration than high-voltage lamps, with consequent 
saving in replacements. : 

The saving obtained in power for a typical machine shop 
is, say, 40 per cent. or more, depending on the type of 
machine work and whether a large number of tools have 
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to be supplied. This further means an appreciable saving 
in power-station equipment, and consequent reduction in 
initial cost. | 

Ву the adoption of the above-mentioned arrangement, it 
will be noticed that two sources of light are available, one 
overhead from the separate lighting circuit and the other 
individual from the main power circuit. This has the 
further advantage that trouble on either of these circuits 
does not leave the shop in total darkness. 

It was al first considered that this system might have 
two disadvantages: (1) That the light might flicker, or 
that undue stress would perhaps be put on the lamp at 
starting—but these defects were never realised; and (2) 
that the light would not be available when the machine 
was Shut down. The latter was, however, overcome by 
having two plug holes on each motor, so that in case of 
shutting down of the machine the workman could plug 
his light into his neighbour's motor. In practice it will be 
found that the need for this plugging into the neighbouring 
motor geldom arises. 

The second difficulty is also overcome by careful con- 
sideration of the following determining factors :— 

(а) Proportion of working time spent in “setting пр” 
for each tool and class of tools. | 

(b) Tools provided with gear boxes for speed variation, 
in which case & clutch is provided, and the motor is run 
all the time. й 

(с) Tools which keep motor running continuously owing 
to very little time being absorbed in moving work. 

(а) Tools for which group drive is used, and two, or 
three, or four lights are supplied from one motor. 

(e) Tools in which the interval for adjustment is 
relatively long, and plugging into a neighbouring motor is 
not too frequent, and causes no inconvenience. 

In further connection with Mr. Scott Ram’s report on 
fatal accidents, it is claimed that with this 12-volt system 
no accident could ibly occur. -Sach immunity was 
ensured by placing the coil at the bottom of the induction 
motor slot, and entirely separate from the power winding, 
a full power insulation test being made between the lighting 
coil and the power coil, as well as between the lighting coil 
and the frame. 

The above arrangement is fundamentally 
an appreciation of the fact that the stator of 
an induction motor is a transformer. Such 
a scheme, therefore, must essentially be much 
cheaper than any arrangement of separate 
. low-voltage transformers. In fact, whereas 
it is greatly cheaper than the system of 
obtaining a number of lights from one low- 
voltage transformer, it is, of course, infinitely 
cheaper than the arrangement—also con- 
sidered at the time—of supplying a small 
separate transformer for each light. It also 
greatly simplifies the lay-out, wiring, and 
operating of such a machine shop; and the 
conception of each machine shop having its 
own general lighting, and each tool getting  /| 
its own special strong individual light straight = ` 
from its own motor, is thought to be a distinct step forward 
in simplification, reduction of first cost, and economy of 
operation. 

To sum up, the writer would suggest the use of this light- 
ing coil as a standard for any modern factory, and believes 
that so few cases where it is not applicable will be found 
that they can be altogether neglected. The low cost of 
equipping the motors with the coil and the resulting 
economy in initial outlay, operating cost, and saving in 
power, would seem to be such that the system merits 
extended use. 


Dock Congestion at Constantinople.— The Department 
of Overseas Trade is informed that, to relieve the congestion which 
exists at the port of Constantinople, a compulsory sale will take 
place very shortly of all goods which have been lying in the 
Custom House for more than one year and one day. A list of such 
goods has been prepared, and it is stated that the British Chamber 
of Commerce of Turkey and the Balkan States (Inc.), 31/36, Bayuk 
Tuanel, Han, Galata, Constantinople, is in possession of full 
information. United Kingdom firms who are interested in this 
matter are invited to communicate with that body without delay. 


AN AMPLIFIER EMPLOYING THERMIONIC. | 
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By JOHN SCOTT-TAGGART. 


THE author has devised a large number of amplifying . 
devices in which the coupling between the valves consists 
not in the usual form of resistances or transformers, but in 
thermionic couplings. In place of ordinary conductors of 
high impedance, it is proposed to use a conductive path 
hetween the cathode and anode of a vacuum tube such as 
the Fleming valve. 

One form of the arrangement is shown in the accompanying 
figure, which shows the application of the arrangement to 
the reception of wireless signals. 

An aerial circuit L, С, is coupled to a closed receiving 
circuit, L, O, which is connected across the grid and 
filament of the three-electrode vacuum tube v,. The plate 
circuit of v, contains a two-elecbrode vacuum tube в, and the 
plate battery н. The valve в, may conveniently consist of 
an ordinary three-electrode valve in which the grid and 
anode are connected together. The: filament, it will be 
noticed, is heated by means of an accumulator 41, prefer- 
ably through the five-ohm rheostat R, The electron 
current from the filament F, of the vacuum tube v, flows to 
the plate Pi, to the filament F, of the vacuum tube Ri, thenoe 
to the plate P, and so back to the filament F, vid the 
battery H. The valve в, acts as a resistance of the 
order of 100,000 ohms, which value, however, may 
be conveniently varied by altering the emission from 
the filament r, by adjusting. By We thus con- 
veniently obtain a  non-inductive resistance whose 
value may be very readily varied, and whose normal 
value approximates to that of the valve v, —a most desirable 
condition for effective amplification. Ву this means the 
voltage on the grid of v, wil) vary the resistance of v,, and, 
consequently, vary the current in the circuit Fi, Pi, Fs, P, 
H, Fi. Since the current through в, is increased, the 
potential across P, and F, will also increase. If the grid of 
ү, is positive, F, will become negative with respect to P,. 


AN AMPLIFIER WITH THERMIONIC COUPLINGS. 


By connecting P, through the condenser c, to the grid of 
the second valve, the potential variations across R, are 
impressed on the grid d:, the condenser c, ensuring that 
grid d, is insulated from the high positive value which 
would otherwise be given to it by the battery H. The 
momentary negative potential on G; increases the resistance 
of the tube v,, and so lessens the current in the circuit v,, 
R, and H. Since the current through в, is decreased, the 
potential across R, decreases, and, consequently, the grid of 
the third three-electrode valve is given a positive pulse. 
The third three-electrode vacuum tube acts in a manner 
comparable to the first. The last vacuum tube is 
intended to act not as a high-frequency amplifier, but as a 
detector, and a pair of telephones is included in its plate 
circuit, a suitable tapping being taken from the battery н. 
To assist us in arranging that the last valve shall act as 
a detector, we can conveniently make its filament current 
variable by the use of a separate rheostat, R, The current 
through the filament of the first three vacuum tubes may 
be varied by means of a rheostat, Rẹ. These three valves 
act as amplifiers of the high-frequency oscillations, and are 
not intended to act as detectors. ^ Resistances в, and Rr, 
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having a value of about 4 megohms, are connected as shown 
and are intended primarily to prevent the accumulation of 
electrons on the grids of the second and third vacuum 
tubes. It is to be noted that the grids of the first three 
valves are connected to the negative side of the filament- 
heating accumulator; moreover, the rheostat B, is so con- 
nected that the grids will always have a potential negative 
with respect to the negative end of the filament. "This will 
tend to prevent the establishment of grid currents in tbe 
first three valves. 

If desired, the same effect could be produced by using a 
fixed resistance of about 1°5 ohms in place of the rheostat, 
Rg, the filament currents being then regulated by means of 
a rheostat connected between the positive side of the filament 
and the positive terminal of the accumulator. This latter 
arrangement is probably preferable. 

A high resistance R, of about 4 megohms is connected 
between the grid of the last valve, and either the positive or 
negative sideof the filament accumulator, according to which 
connection gives the best results. | 

In addition to the advantages gained by being able to 
vary each of the plate circuit resistances, the valve 
resistances R, R, &c., may be arranged to act as a limiting 
device, in which case the strength of signals may be easily 
controlled, and exceedingly loud signals ur atmospherics 
may be cut down by suitably adjusting the rheostats R,, &c. 

The writer hopes in the near future to present a paper 
on further applications of thermionic inter-valve resistances, 
including devices of practical importance and value. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY TARIFFS. 


AT the meeting of the  NonTrH-WresTERN CENTRE of the 
INSTITUTION. OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, which was held 
on February 24th at Manchester, Mr. J. A. ROBERTSON 
presiding, an informal discussion on electricity supply tarifls 
was opened by Mr. S. J. Watson. He summarised under 
five headings the total cost of supplying electrical energy: 
Power station; transmission; translormation or conversion; 
distribution; metering and accounting. The annual cost per 
consumer of the expenses included in metering and account- 
ing was constant whether the number of units used was large 
or small. In most of the other items the expenditure per 
annum was entirely unaffected by the number of units, but 
was fixed by the rate at which the supply was used. Sub- 
stantially the only costs incurred in connection with each 
actual unit delivered after the undertaking was placed in @ 
position to afford a supply, were those for fuel and part of 
the losses in transmission, transformation (or conversion), and 
distribution. Therefore, the power station cost could be re- 
solved into two parts, the standing costs (taken at £r per 
KW. per annum of maximum demand), and the running cost 
(taken at y pence per unit sent out). For convenience he 
took £5 per KW. as the standing cost and 0.44. per unit as 
the running cost, based on fuel at 32s. 6d. per ton. If the 
whole of the output were utilised by one consumer in exactlv 
the same form as generated and without any expenditure 
outside the power station, a charge on those lines would be 
sufficient. But suppose there were three consumers, taking 
the supply in rotation, between 12 midnight and 8 a.m., 
З am. and 4 p.m., 4 pau. and midnight. Clearly the ex- 
penditure at the power station would remain the same, and 
would be covered by a charge of £1 13s. 4d. per Kw., plus 
0.4d. per unit. Diversity of usage vitally affected the problem. 
A 100 per cent. load factor at the station would be equally 
attained whether a number of consumers had a load factor 
of 1 per cent. with a diversity of 100 or a load factor of 
100 per cent. with a-diversity of 1. Therefore, the standing 
eost could be fully secured by a charge per kw. of maximum 
demand per annum varying from £5 in the case of consumers 
having a load factor of 100 per cent. and a diversity of 1 to 
15. in the case of consumers having a load factor of 1 per 
cent. and a diversity of 100, the cost per. unit supplied re- 
maining unaltered. 

He assumed £3 per annum per Kw. of the rated capacity 
to cover the equipment of the transmission, transformation 
(or conversion), and distribution systems, and the constant 
losses and the attendance and maintenance incurred in con- 
nection therewith. This must be the charge if the supply 
had to he available night and day for one consumer only, 
whether it was used to the maximum extent for one hour 
per dav or for the whole 24. If three consumers were using 
the equipment in rotation the charge would be £1 to each. 
Therefore, the standing portion of the costs incurred in 
transtuission, &e., could be met by a charge per KW. of maxi- 
mum demand per annum varving from £3 in the case of con- 
summers having a load factor of 100 per cent. with a diversity 
of 1, to 7.2d. in the case of consumers having a load factor 


of 1 per cent. and a diversity of 100. Some addition should 
be made to the original running cost of 0.4d. per unit to 
compensate for losses in transinission, &c., which varied 
with the units consuined. Really transmission, transforma- 
tion (or conversion), and distribution should be considered 
us three separate items. For suppliers to large industrial 
concerns two types of tariffs were in general use: (1) A com- 
pound charge per KW. demand, plus a charge for each unit 
used. (2) A flat rate roughly equal to the average per unit 
which the compound charge was expected to yleld assuming 
a certain load factor. In both cases provision was made for 
а Variation in the charge per unit to cover any change 
in the price paid per ton tor fuel. If the assumption in 
regard to the load factor was correct, either method would 
yield the same return in revenue, but it was very difficult, if 
not impossible, to ensure that any particular load factor would 
be reached and maintained, and a flat rate per unit 
was often found insufficient owing to strikes, reduced hours 
of working, &. For this reason the compound charge was 
becoming the standard practice, but there were considerable 
differences in the methods of applying it. Some undertak- 
ings combined a comparatively low standing charge with a 
high running charge, others made a high standing charge 
and a low running charge. Assuming a load factor of 333 per 
cent., a compound charge of £6 per Kw., plus 0.414. per unit 
would yield the same income as £3 per Kw., plus 0.664. per 
unit, or as & flat rate of 0.90d. per unit. He was strongly of 
opinion that the running charge should be based as closely as 
possible on the cost of fuel, subject to the additional cost of 
losses incurred by each unit, and all other items of expense 
should be treated as standing costs, subject to a reduction 
based on diversity usage. The charges would then approxi- 
mate as nearly as could be ascertained to the actual costs 
incurred. With regard to large bulk or industrial supplies, the 
general adoption of a 47 or 48-hours' working week instead of 
54 to 56 had reduced the load factor from about 31.5 per 
cent. to 27 per cent., and as the diversity of this particular 
class of load rarely exceeded 1.2, the resultant usage of the 
whole equipment had been reduced from 37.8 per cent. to 
32.4 per cent. The late Dr. John Hopkinson first worked 
out the details of a compound tariff, and recommended its 
adoption by the Electricity Committee of Manchester. The 
principles adopted by him in dividing up the costs were, with 
slight variations, accepted to-day. Dr. Hopkinson divided 
the costs into two parts: (1) Those which were independent 
of the hours during which the supply was used. (2) Those 
which were directly proportional to the actual units supplied. 
In its original form the Hopkinson tariff had not been 
generally applied to the smaller consumers. Other forms 
of tariff were the following: (1) A sliding scale of charges 
based on the number of units used per H.P. (2) Flat rates 
based solely on the number of units used. (3) The maximum 
demand system (introduced by Mr. Arthur Wright at Brigh- 
ton in 1893) in which a high price (say, 3d. to 4d. per unit) 
was charged for the use of the maximum demand during a 
certain number of hours per annum, plus a much lower price 
(sav, Ad. to ld. per unit) for all additional consumption. 
Sometimes an intermediate rate was charged for the units, 
corresponding to the use of the maximum demand for a 
certain number of additional hours before the lowest rate 
was reached. (4) Flat rates per unit, depending on the 
purpose for which the supply was used. With the exception 
of the sliding scale based on quantity, all these tariffa gave 
results somewhat similar to those obtained by the Hopkinson 
method. There were few cases now where one flat rate per 
unit was adopted for power without any variation due to load 
factor or quantity. Such a rate would be extremely detri- 
mental to the supply undertaking, as it would encourage 
short-hour users and discourage the long-hour users. For 
ordinary lighting purposes various tariffs, more or less akin 
to the Hopkinson, were in use. It was now generally re- 
cognised that in the case of a supply for domestic purposes 
the rates must vary from those applicable to ordinary lighting 
consumers. For lighting only the income derived from houses 
rated at £20 to £40 a year (which largely predominated in 
industrial areas) would not exceed an average of £3 to £6 
per house per annum, an amount inadequate to cover the 
costs Involved. Various special tariffs had been devised with 
a view to increasing the revenue bv encouraging the use 
of the supply for purposes other than lighting. The require- 
iments of such a tariff were that it should yield an income 
closely approximating to the costs incurred, it should be 
easily understood by the consumer, only one system of wiring 
should be needed with one meter, it should encourage con- 
sumers to use the supply for all purposes, and to wire for 
the maximum points of usage. A number of tariffs conformed 
broadly with those requirements by combining a fixed stand- 
ing charge per annum with a low charge per unit. The 
standing charge could be arrived at in different ways: (1) By 
assuming а maximum demand based on the whole of the 
lamps and apparatus installed or on all average use of such 
appliances, and fixing the price per Kw. for such assumed 
demand. (9) By assessing the standing charge as a percentage 
of the rateable value of the premises. (3) By fixing the 
standing charge at so much per room per annum, with or 
without allowances for each room in excess of a particular 
number. Each method had its disadvantages. The standing 
portion of the charge wae obtained in a more or leas arbitrary 


Vol. 86. No. 2,214, APRIL 30, 1920.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


551 


fashion without regard to the value of the services actually 
rendered. Despite these defects, some of those systems had 
been found very effective in practice, and had resulted in 
a large increase in the consumption, and consequently in 
the revenue. Much less care was shown in using the supply 
if a consumer realised that only 4d. or ld. per unit had to 
be paid after the standing charge was met, and additional 
consumption was thereby assured. The strict application of 
the Hopkinson differential charge or of the maximum demand 
system was unworkable for domestic purposes, but he ad- 
vocated a form of tariff which would ensure a standing charge 
per annum, plus a low running charge per unit. If any con- 
siderable progress was to be made in the extended use of 
heating and cooking appliances the running charge must be 
fixed as low as possible. One very important factor was the 
diversity demand of this class of load. No really definite 
information on this point was available. As applied to small 
cottages and workmen's dwellings the system of a fixed an- 
nual charge per lamp installed, without any charge per unit 
used, had the advantage of simplicity, but it was apt to lead 
to a wasteful use of the supply, and could not be conveniently 
adopted when heating or cooking appliances were installed. 
The fact should not be overlooked that the total quantity of 
coal consutned for domestic purposes, in a district like Man- 
chester, was much the same as the total quantity used bv 
the whole of the manufacturing concerns. Much good 
would result if an effort was made to standardise methods, 
and remove the anomalies in the charges of adjoining under- 
takings. 

Mr. J. S. Совіғтт (Wigan), in a written communication, 
said it was highly desirable that agreements should be 
standardised, and the responsibility of the consumer defined 
on reasonable and equitable lines. Uniformity on such points 
as period of time-lag, method of calculating coal increment, 
and resetting meters to zero, would be highly beneficial to the 
industry. 

Mr. J. FRITA explained that on the system of the mixed 
charge two consumers might have to pay equally, although 
the cost of supply was very different, because their maximum 
demands came on at dillerent times. It was very difficult to 
see how the supply authorities could deal with that. He 
agreed as to the importance of having a tariff which was easily 
understood. It was also important that the consumer should 
be able to foretell what he would have to pay. Agreements 
were not quite so black as they were painted, but almost 
everyone could be improved from the consumer's point of 
view, and he found the authorities amenable to argument. 
A very important point in considering these questions was the 
nature of the supplying authority. When it was a muni- 
cipality the ratepayers were combining to supply themselves, 


and the concern ought to be thoroughly co-operative, the 


object being to extend the benefits of the service to as many 
as possible of the owners (i.e., the ratepayers), and not so 
much to make a profit out of every consumer. From this 
point of view it was to the good of the community that 
cottage property should be lighted by electricity, and the 
householders, being ratepayers, were entitled to share the 
benefits of the concern in which they were joint owners. But 
a company was governed (and quite rightly so) by other con- 
siderations. Its responsibilities were to the shareholders, and 
its object to make a profit for them, the only limit to the 
profit being what could be reasonably got out of the con- 
sumer to the ultimate good of the shareholder. A profit 
which restricted the use of electricity would not be to the 
ultimate good of the shareholder. It might even be good 
business to take on certain consumers at a temporary loss 
in order to popularise the supply. But it was another thing 
to compel a company to run its mains to a lot of cottage 
property where it was very difficult to show any chance of 
making a profit. A domestic tariff should encourage the use 
of electricity all over the house. 

Mr. W. J. H. Woop said it was essential for the good of the 
community that tariffs should be simplified, and a common 
basis of charge established, possibly by a division into several 
classes. The fairest method was to make a fixed charge, plus 
a charge per unit. After the consumer had reached a certain 
limit he would be charged purely on the running cost. That 
was a great inducement. Take the case of a lighting con- 
sumer. ‘The way to make greater use of the capital expended 
on his service, and at the same time improve the load factor, 
was to induce him to take power for domestic purposes. 
Usually two meters were adopted, but it seemed to him 
that they should strive for the one-meter service. He 
svinpathised with what had been said about agreements. It 
should be borne in mind, however, that regulations must be 
made to safeguard the interests of the supplying authority. 
which should get а certain return on its money over a period 
of years. 

Mr. S. L. Prarce said at the present time a uniform charge, 
even for various classes, was quite unattainable. The most 
thev could hope for was to standardise the method by which 
the charges were arrived at. All correct tariff svstems must 
be based upon correct costing, and that raised the question 
how was the expenditure to be analvsed. "The division into 
fixed costs and running costs was easy, the difficulty came 
in the application to the particular supply concerned. He 
was.surprised that Mr. Watson put the power factor as low 


as 1.2; in Manchester it was substantially higher, the analysis 
for the last financial year showing 2.2. That had the effect 
of bringing down the Kw. demand charge very substantially. 
The Hopkinson method of an alternative charge for lighting 
was still maintained in Manchester. Two-thirds of the 
total lighting sales being on that principle. It was easily 
understood, no second meter reading was required for u 
purely lighting system, and there was very little diversity 
about it. The combined tariff for domestic purposes could 
not be supported on scientific grounds, but it was appreciated 
by consumers, and tilled a useful place. Any power supply 
agreement must make provision tor variables, such as changes 
in the cost of coal. When District Boards had been set up 
the charges for bulk supply might become more or less 
standardised and uniform in a district. 

Mr. L. Romero thought the Hopkinson system in a modified 
form could be applied to lighting with advantage, the con- 
sumers being divided into classes, and a maximum provided 
for each according to the diversity factor. Electricity had a 
promising field in the heating of rooms where artificial heat 
was only occasionally required, and in places where other 
forms of heating could not be applied, but he did not think 
that at present continuous electric heating was a proposition 
they could look forward to. 

Тһе CHAIRMAN said he thought they were aiming at an 
ideal which he was sure they would never attain, in trying to 
make every consumer pay for the energy he took precisely 
what it cost to supply bim with it. The difficulty about the 
Hopkinson system was that it took no account of the time at 
which. the maximum demand was made. That was a very 
unportant point, especially in large towns which had a large 
lighting load. However correct the maximum demand 
system might be in principle variations had to be made to 
meet particular cases. Subject to such variations, he thought 
it could be applied to large bulk supplies. In the case ot 
household lighting and household suppy, what did it matter 
if one consumer got а slight advantage over another. It 
might be sound policy for a Corporation to sell under cost to 
artisans’ dwellings, because of the indirect benefits in the 
way of better health, reduction of smoke nuisance, and so 
on. He had recently had a сазе before him in which a 
supply was required for about 500 houses, and he sug- 
gested to the local authority concerned that it should, for 
a year or two at any rate, charge a fixed sum, ls. 3d. to ls. 6d. 
per week in proportion to the floor space of the houses, and 
collect it with the rental. The time had come for a whole- 
sale scrapping of the conditions which were made in the early 
days to regulate the supply of electricity. Some might have 
been necessary originally, but were not needed now. Others 
were unfair. The power factor condition should be made 
very definite, and not bear too hardly upon the consumer. 

Mr. FRANKS suggested that a great deterrent to the more 
extensive use of electrical power was the uncertainty whether 
a breakdown might not be followed by undue delay in re- 
pairing and necessitate a return to the steam engine with 
belting and shafting. There was also uncertainty as to 
voltages, and whether motors installed would continue to be 
suitable. If a manufacturer knew that by taking the supply 
at certain hours he would get it at a cheaper rate he might 
modify his working hours in order to secure that advantage. 

In his reply, Mr. Watson said changes caused by the war 
had entirely altered the bases on which prices were formerly 
fixed, and he thought in future they would be subject auto- 
matically to alteration as the changes in the conditions affected 
the cost of production. It would still be necessary to enter 
into agreements to ensure an adequate return on the money 
expended on mains and other things. It was desirable to 
reduce these matters to a common basis, and if engineers. 
would meet and discuss them there would be no difficulty in 
doing so. Of all the systems applicable to domestic users, the 
most satisfactory was that in which the rateable value was 
adopted as the basis. The householder could judge to within 
a small margin what the cost to him would be, and the supply 
authority was assured of an income whether the house was 
occupied or not. It encouraged the use of electricity for 
every possible purpose. But the charge must come down to 
something in the neighbourhood of 0.44. with coal at present 
prices, or 0.25d. at the pre-war level. He was acquainted 
with men who had entirely electrified their houses, and the 
cost worked out at £120 per annum. But that was on the 
basis of 14d. If there was a reduction to àd., the price 
would not be really excessive, and it would be worth while 
to do it. He had recently calculated what the 10s. reduction 
on coal for domestic use meant in his own town, and he 
found that the domestic units supplied in the two winter 
quarters was 5 per cent. of the total coal consumption, and 
in the other two quarters 3 per cent. Those figures indicated 
how little had been done in connection with domestic use. 
Mr. Pearce's figure of 2.2 was not taken on the same lines 
as his 1.2. He was surprised to hear that the Hopkinson 
method was applied to two-thirds of the electric lighting in 
Manchester, and still more surprised that Mr. Pearce ex- 
pressed satisfaction with it. The experience of others was 
that consumers did not understand it, and distrusted it. If 
a 40-hours’ week was introduced the men would probably 
start at 9 and go on till 5 or 5.30. Therefore, the industrial 
demand would continue during the busy period from 4 to 5 
in the winter months. 
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DISK-DEPRESSION WELDING. 


IHE disk-depression inethod of electric welding was developed 
ргшагиу ae à siluple and etlective means ої Loring a highly 
eiiciént Joint or Sam between heavy commerclal plates. Ihe 
louowing particulars relative to the method are taken from 
tue Suuthern Engineer. Alter the preparation of the parts, 
by making depressions in the surface of one or both plates 
aud Introducluy therein thin disks, the parts are brought їй) 
tie proper Juacaposluon und аге then subjected to plessule 
aud heaung electric current between the terminals of an 
сзесїїс меашу machine. ‘Lhe intermediate disks ure welded 
to both plates, and are softened and forced iuto the depressions 
^0 аз to permit the taces of the plates to some into. 1ш- 
mediate contact. ‘Lhe diameter оі the disk is slighily less 
than that of the depression, but the thickness of the disk 18 
bieater than the depth ol the depression, so as to bold the 
plates out of шипа: contact, ‘Lhe writer of the article in 
question usually employed flat disks in flat-bottom depres- 
sions, às he found that best results were obtained by making 
the area of initial contact substantially the same as tbe area 
at the desired weld, and applying the pressure normally to 
this surtace. The surfaces of contact are thereby brought 
to a welding heat at all points at about the saine instant, and 
a thorough fusion of the metals at all points 1s obtained by 
the time the Intermediate metal 15 soltened sutliciently to be 
forced into conformity with the depression. A plurality of 
such welds, properly staggered, makes an efficient Joint. 
Suuple flat disks may be placed loose in flat-bottom de- 
pressions, as illustrated in fig. J, 
pressions between two plates which are subjected to pressure 
and heating electric current between the terminals of an 
electric welding machine. Disks of varying thickness, flat 
on one side, and slightly conical on the other, give good 
results when placed in conical depressions. In order to hold 
the disks at the centres of the depressions during the progress 
af the work, small register projections on the disks fit sungly 
into register holes in the bottom of the depressions. Fig. 2 
ilustrates a dril for cutting the depressions and register 
holes. The cutting edge of the drill cuts the depressions 
while the small auxiliary drill cuts the register holes. The 
collar on the drill limits and determines the depth of the 
depressions. By means of multiple drills operating sunul- 


Fie. 6. 


Fig. 3. Fra. 4. Fig. 5. 
taneously, the depressions may be cut rapidly and econoini- 
cally. Movement of the disks may also be prevented by 
sticking them to the bottom of the depiessions, which may 
he done by fusing them at one or more points of the con- 
tucting surfaces. ! i 

The depressions may be cut in the plates near their edges. 
and the plates are brougbt into juxtaposition with the de- 
pressions overlapping or falling beyond each other, so that. 
in a welded joint, the full strain can never come on a plate 
where it has been weakened in the least by such depressions. 

Advantages of the disk-depression method of electrice weld- 
ing over riveting are claimed to be (1) a joint of greater 
strength and (2) greater economy in production. A joint of 
very high efficiency is obtained. The plates are not weakened 
by the cutting away of material in punching rivet-holes. The 
small amount of metal removed in making the depressions 
is negligible, and even this is restored by the disk-material 
which is fused into and completely fills the depressions. By 
cutting depressions in both plates near their edges, the full 
strain never comes on a plate where depressions have been 
cut. With proper means of bracing or mechanical framing, 
the seam can be completed for the present cost of rivets alone. 
The amount of heating current 1з relatively small, and the 
heating is limited to the immediate position of the weld. 
As the weld can be made rapidly, the conduction of beat 
by the plates causes very little heating of other parts. 

"The advantages of the disk-depression method over present 
methods of spot welding are claimed to be: (1) Greater thick- 
ness of plates, with (2) greater economy of welding current, 
(3) smaller capacity and less cost of welding machine, (4) 
portability of welding machine for very heavy work. As to 
the thickness of the material, there do not appear to be other 
drawbacks further than the matter of forcing through a very 


sinall distance into close contact. 


which shows disks in de- 


The disks serve to confine the path of the welding curren: 
(fig. 3) and thus concentrate its heating effect. The advan. 
tage can be seen by contrasting with the plain spot-welding 
method (fig. 4), in which the welding current spreads oy 
considerably and much heat is dissipated and causes d 
tortion troubles. Similar trouble is experienced where jy i 
attempted to use disks without depressions (fig. 5). As the 
disk is squeezed out (fig. 6) the heating current spreads со. 
siderably, practically no further welding occurs, and much 
difficulty is experienced in bringing the plates into clox 
contact. But in the disk-depression method most of the 
heat is developed and concentrated at the disk surfaces (tic 
3), and at once it becomes so intense as to fuse the thin disk 
and to weld it to both plates before the surrounding portion 
of the plate become heated to anv great extent. 

The depressions are very shallow, and do not have to be 
spaced accurately. ‘The disks may be manufactured by being 
cut in large quantities, as are small washers, and at less cos 
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Ox Monday last the annual general meeting of the Institution 
was held at the offices of the Electrical. Contractors! Associs- 
tion. Mr. J. Y. Fletcher presided over a very small attend- 
ance—it шау be an indication of satisfaction with the conduct 
of the Institution's affairs, but it is greatly to be regretted 
that so few members feel it to be their duty to be present 
at the annual meeting. NN 
After the minutes of the previous meeting had been read 
and approved, the secretary, Mr. F. B. O. Hawes, read the 
report of the Committee of Manayeiment for the year 1919. It 
stated that the income benefited by the special appeal of 
Mr. С. E. Hunter, chairman in 1918, and that of Mr. H. J. 
Cash, who last year presided at the first festival since 19H. 
The income from contributions was £2.925, which, added to 
receipts from dividends, &., brought the total income to 
£3,502, compared with £1,168 in the previous vear. The net 
income for the year was £3,187, out of which four grants 
had been made, and the balance of £3,143 had been placed 
to capital account. The total amount of the invested fund 
was 412.539. Assistance had been given to every qualified 
person who applied for it. The value of local advisory com- 
mittees had been further manifested during the year; the 
Glasgow and Cardiff committees had brought in new members 
and additional funds, and au advisory committee was being 
formed at Newcastle-on-Tvne,- where a committee had or- 
yanised a reception and dance in December last in aid of the 
Institution, with excellent results. Besides bringing in funds, 
the local advisory committees would investigate cases requi- 
ing assistance. The committee appealed to individuals and 
firms to become or appoint collectors; in the present report 
only three appear, but their efforts have been very successful. 
Mr. H. J. Cash's appeal at the dinner, supported by Mr. 
Hugo Hirst and Mr. C. H. Wordingham, resulted in the 
collection of £1,146. The committee draws attention to the 
advantages of membership: as there is now more than £10,000 
invested, à member (or his widow or dependents) is 288 
of the ability of the Institution to afford adequate assistance, 
and by becoming a member one assists in helping others. 
The subscription of a member is 10s. (or more, ad lib.) an 
carries with it voting powers, when a pension is applied fer. 
The report concluded with thanks to the electrical Press for 
assistance. MEME 
Commenting on the report, the chairman -said that the 
number of members had increased from 115 to 181, and tbe 
number of life members was now 8], compared with 61. the 
subscriptions from this source having increased by #9. 
While the number of applications for assistance had been very 
small, the time was not far distant when the condition of 
the labour market would be very much changed, and there 
would be heavy calls on the resources of the Institution. The 
amount carried forward to capital account was £3,143, com 
pared with £962 in the previous year. à 
On the motion of the chairman, seconded by Мг. Н. Beck, 
the report and accounts were unanimously adopted. Mes 
W. B. Esson, E. Garcke, T. E. Gatehouse, C. E. Hunter. 
Sir Ernest Spencer, and Mr. G. Sutton, members of com- 
nittee retiring by rotation, were unanimously re-elect i 
together with Mr. J. Y. Fletcher and Mr. В. В. Mitebe 
(nominated by the Glasgow Committee). The hon. auditors, 
Messrs. Price, Waterhouse & Co., and the hon. solicitor, 
Messrs. Sugden & Hextall, were re-elected, with votes i 
thanks for their services. The chairman proposed that rule 1! 
should be amended by raising the limits respectively {rom 
£6 to £12 and from 450 to £100, to enable the committee 
give adequate grants to the children of deceased member. 
This was agreed to, and the necessary confirmatory meetin? 
will be held on Monday, June 7th. at 2.30 pm., at! 
secretary's office, 36-38, Kingsway, W.C. Elec- 
The proceedings closed with a vote of thanks to the W 
trical Contractors’ Association for the use of the room, #1 
to the chairman for presiding. | 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


—— 


Readers are invited to submit partioulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 


if considered of sufficient interest, 


i A New Electric Seam Welding Machine. 

The electric seam welding machine which is being placed 
on the market by Messrs, Marryar & PLacg, 28, Hatton 
Garden, London, E. O. I, embodies several new features which 
lead to what are claimed to be improved results. Hitherto 
seem welding has been carried out on a continuous process, 
the work being held between rollers which move it steadily 
forward and, at the same tame, carry the welding. current. 
The metal between the electrodes at any moment is almost 
instantaneously fused, and therefore it leaves the elec- 
trodes in a plastic condition which renders the seam liable 


to open under any stress to which it may be subjected during 


welding. Another disadvantage of the continuous process is 
that it involves the preliminary cleaning of the metal by 
sand-blasting or pickling. As the scale on iron has a lower 
melting point than the iron itself, it becomes fused in advance 
of the metal, and introduces a plastic layer between the 
electrodes and the metal. The coefficient of friction being 


bears on & power-operated cam, while the other end is con- 
nected to the rod carrying the epring which controls the 
upper electrode, and which also actuates a trip switch to 
control the welding current. The cam and switch sre eo 
arranged that the current is switched on ав eoon as the elec- 
trodes are pressed on the work; then the cam raises the 
spring rod still further, simultaneously tripping the switch 
and giving the electrodes a further equeeze. After the 
interval for cooling the work is fed, either by hand or by 
power, until it is gripped again by the electrodes, and the 
eame cycle of operations is repeated, giving a eeries of over- 
lapping spot welds which form a watertight seam. 

Application hag been made for provisional protection for 
this machine. 

A Selector. Switch Box. 


Messrs. SIEMENS Bros. & Co., Lrp., of Palace Place Man- 
sions, Kensington Court, W.8, manufacture the 9-line selector 
switch box shown in fig. 8, for use on merchant ships. 

This apparatus is employed when it is necessary to send 
instructions from one position to several outlying stations. 
The orders can be given to each etation separately or to several 


Fic. 1.—X NEW SkAM-WELDING MACHINE. 
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thus reduced, the electrodes are liable to slip and to feed the 
work slowly and spasmodically. Those portions of the metal 
which remain too long between the electrodes are burned, and 
the clinging of the burned metal to the rollers aggravates the 
trouble and causes more burning. Hence with the older 
method there is necessity for constant cleaning of the elec- 
trodes, which adds to the expense and the time occupied in 
the process. | 

These drawbacks are entirely eliminated, it is claimed, by 
the new machine, fig. 1, the essential feature of which is that 
the’ electrodes remain stationary during the brief welding 
period, and are revolved only to feed the work forward. As 
soon as the metal between the electrodes is fused the current 
is switched off, and a perfect weld is assured by a momentary 
additional pressure. Enough time is allowed to elapee to 
allow the weld to cool off and set, then the rollers revolve and 
feed the work forward for the next weld. Bv this arrange- 


ment the rollers invariably grip on relatively cold metal, · 


giving ‘a positive regular feed in spite of the scale on the 
surface. ase tn | | 

The necessary series of operations is ensured by a simple 
and reliable cam &ction. In the first step the rollers are 
brought together in, the’ usual; way by means of a pedal 
operating through &' spring. In the Marryat & Place 
machine, however, the pedal mechanism carries a toggle and 
& lever arm, and one end of the arm carries a roller which 


stations simultaneously. The eelector switch 
with a 3-in. 
which etation is calling up 


is given by any of the outlying stations, the ill 
being sufficiently bright to enable the flag indicator to be 
seen at night. 


Fia. 2.—a.c. Exp or G.E.C. 1,500-kw. 
RoTARY CONVERTER. 


boxes are fi 
bell for calling and a flag indicator to denote 


A lamp, fitted inside the box, is lighted when a call mene 
ation 


As the calling and speaking are carried out on distinct 


circuits, no interference or cross talk is possible if one station 
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Fic. 3.— SELECTOR SWITOH 


rings up while the home station and one of the outlying 
stations are al y in communication. 

For calling up from the home instrument, it is only neces- 
sary to turn the selector switch handle of the station j 
to the on position, and then to actuate the key or push 
of the instrument in the usual manner. : 

Calling from the outlying station is carried out in exactly 
the same manner as in the case of directly-conn instru- 
menta. 


A Large Rotary Converter. 


A leaflet recently issued by the GENERAL Exzcrrio Oo., 
Lro., 67, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.4, gives particulars of a 
1,500-Kw. converter supplied to the Battersea gh Coun- 
cil. It was required that the machine should convert either 
4.0. to D.C. or vice versa with a range of voltage of 6,000 
to 6.600 on the н.т. side and 470 to 530 on the p.c. side, the 
power factor being maintained at unity at any voltage. In 
order to meet this wide range an alternating-current booster 
was fitted, having & potentiometer regulator in its field eir- 
cuit. For inverted running the fields are excited from a 
direct coupled exciter eo as to prevent the speed from rising 
unduly on account of lagging wattless currenta. 

When running А.С. to D.C. the converter is used as a ehunt 
machine, but from p.c. to А.С. a compound field is put in 
circuit to steady the speed during fluctuations of the inductive 
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load. A change-over switch is mounted on the machine to 
cut the compound winding in and out. 
epecified to etar& up from the D.c. side, but provision is made 
for fitting an A.c. starting motor at a later date. A three-pole 
switch is mounted on the machine to open the А.С. circuit 
during starting, and synchronising is effected on the H.T. 
side by means of an existing synchronising panel. Fig. 2 
shows the A.c. end of the machine. | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
Correspondents 


the fi ооо, 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter oan be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Trading Restrictions. 


With reference to the letter appearing in your issue of 


April 16th regarding trading restrictions on metal-filament 
lamps, this is rather a surprise to many of the people in the 
trade, and I think it would be of interest if Mr. Edgecombe 
would reply to the following questions :— 

1. Can any contractor stock, advertise, or sell lamps which 
are not controlled by his Association? 

2. Oan any graded retailer stock, advertise, or sell metal- 
filament lamps of any other than Association makes? 


I notice he mentions that only factors (who it is agreed are 


agents for Association lamps) are bound down by this agree- 


ment, but I have before me a retailer's agreement on group | 


1.lamps, and one of the conditions reads as follows :— 


We agree not to advertise, stock, or solicit orders for 


metal-filament.lamps of any type or group of other than Asso- 
ciation makes (as set out in previous page).“ 
It would be interesting to have Mr. Edgecombe's reply. 
Interested. 


Newcastle, 
April 20th, 1920. 


——— 


Electrolytic Iron. 


I have read with interest an abstract from the series of 
articles in Le Génie Civil, by Jean Escard, which appeared 
in vour issue of April 16th, and I should be much obliged 
if you would allow me to point out one or two facts in con- 
nection with the article of which Mr. Escard does not appear 
to be aware, namely. that the process being worked by the 
Société “Te Fer " is the process developed by myself, and 
a licence was granted to that company under my patents. 
which is the process it is using now. Mr. Jean Escard 
also points out that I made iron tubes about the year 1908 
by & process analogous to the copper cylinders manufactured 
by the Elmore process, but this is not the case. The process 
I employed was not analogous to the Elmore copper process, 
as no burnisher was used to make the deposited iron smooth, 
but the mandrels were revolved at a critical speed to give 
the necessary skin friction between the deposited iron and the 
electrolyte, as is now being done at the works of Messrs. 
Bouchayer & Viallet, who hold a licence from Le Fer.“ 


S. Cowper-Coles. 


Sunbury-on-Thames. 
April 94th, 1990. 


Cost of Living in Algeria. 


I notice that the EvrctricaL Review frequently publishes 
information as to the cost of living in various parts of the 
world with a view to giving guidance to those who may be 
considering taking engagements abroad. I am sending you 
a list of approximate prices ruling at the present in Algeria :— 

Rent (small flat suitable for two adults and two children), 
about 3.000 francs per annum: municipal tax on flat, 360 frs. 
per annum; coal (per ton), 600 frs.; general servant, 100 frs. 
per month: bread per kilo (9 lb. 2 oz.), 1 fr.; meat per kilo, 
10 to 19 frs.; butter per kilo, 20 frs.; fish per kilo, from 
4 to 8 frs.: tea per kilo, 95 fra.; coffee per kilo, 9 frs. ; cheese 
per kilo, 15 frs.; sugar рег kilo, 4 frs.: rice per kilo, 4 frs.; 
potatoes per kilo, 1 fr.: lard per kilo, 19 frs.: clothing (man's 
suit). about 450 frs.. (woman's dress), about 350 frs.; boots 
(per pair), about 100 frs. 

At the present time the rate of exchange is greatlv in favour 
of anyone receiving payment in pounds sterling. bnt a studv 
of these figures will show how high the prices of ordinary 
commodities are in Algeria at the present moment. 


F. Dorrien Thoroton, 
Sub-Comniissioner, F. B]. 
Algiers. 


April 2nd, 1990. 


_ [We are very much indebted to our correspondent for these 
interesting and useful data.—Fns. Errc. Rev.] 


The converter is 


should forward their oommuni- 


THE SOUTHAMPTON STRIKE. 


IN a statement which refers to the salient points of the 
above strike, particulars of which were given in our lat 
two issues, Mr. Harry S. Ellis, borough electrical engineer, 
informs us that both the Mayor and himself declined to inter- 
fere between the two Unions concerned, and at 10 o'clock one 
morning the men intimated that they would shut down the under- 
taking at 5 o'clock that night. They had iptimated the same thing 
every night for a week during the trouble in connection with 


Messrs. Pirelli, when the Corporation refused to cut off the firm's ' 
About 5.30 p.m. on . 
the 18th inst., the shift engineer, junior shift engineer and switch- - 


supply, and so helped it to break the strike. 


board attendant walked out of the works and left the plant in tle © 


hands of Mr. Ellis, his chief assistant, and the power station ' 
At 10 p.m. the B. S. U. called out the whole of the 


superintendent. 
rest of the shift staff and left the three mentioned above in charge 
of the whole of therunning plant, with the full load of the station 


on. Shortly after this, Mr. Dobson, the tramway manager, went ' 
down with two of his men, and Mr. Bennett, consumers’ engineer, ` 
went down and took charge of the canteen and telephone. This 
staff kept the whole plant running with the full supply on, until the : 


following morning st 10.30 ; at which time Mr. Ellis sent two of those 
who had helped him home for a few hours' rest, in order to make sure 
of the lighting load for the following evening and night. This left Mr. 
Ellis and Mr. Hooper and a lad of 16 in charge of the whole station. 
One or two volunteers began to turn up, and they decided to 
make an attempt to raise steam. By 4 o'clock they had stoked up 
the boilers and raised the pressure to 90 Ib., and had a 500-Kw. set 
running on the general supply bars. From that time onwards there 
has been a full supply for lighting and power purposes, with the 
exception of one small area where the supply was furnished from 
a sub-station containing motor-generators. In order to ensure the 
lighting supply, the tramways were not run for the time being. 
The staff referred to, together with volunteers, maintained the 
whole supply as described, the peak load being about 2,000 Kw., for 
four days, by which time skilled men had been appointed and 
taken over their duties. As only three of the original staff were 
left, it was necessary for them to work from 15 to 18 hours per 
day on the average, as although the new men were skilled, it was 
impossible for them to take complete control. The three not only 
trained all the new men and volunteers, but by Sunday were able to 
run the full traction supply, and by Monday morning the whole 
supply was normal, including lighting, traction and power; and every 
consumer in the town whose service was still intact was getting 
his supply inthe ordinary way. This included the training of men 
for sub-stations—one containing motor-generators and the other 
two motor-generators and batteries. On the Monday afternoon the 
Town Council met at 2.30. The Chief Conciliation Officer of the 
Ministry of Labour went down to try and bring the parties 
together, as a general strike of all the workmen in the town had 
been threatened. The E.T.U. claimed that Mr. Hooper should either 
re-join the E. T. U. or be discharged ; otherwise it would call a general 
Strike. As a result of the Committee having decided to take on new 
men permanently, and to offer to old men only those joha which were 
still vacant, the Trades Council, consisting of all the Unions, 
threatened a general strike unless the whole of the old staff were 
allowed to return to work, and the new staff discharged. The 
Council and the Conference sat from 2.30 p.m. on Monday until 
5am. on Tuesday, and as a result of the conference the Town 
Council decided finally that the whole of the old men should return 
to work, that the newly appointed men should have two months’ 
pay, and that the question of Mr. Hooper should be left over to be 
settled by the two Unions concerned. Mr. Ellis felt so disgusted 
that responsible members of his staff should walk out st a moment's 
notice, that he came to the conclusion that he could not possibly 
continue to work with them. His resignation was handed in to 
the town clerk on the 22nd inst., and he stated that no matter what 
they offered him he would not remain any longer a paid official of 
the Corporation. He has. on the other hand, offered that if he can 
do anything to assist with extensions in the capacity of an 
independent consulting engineer, he is prepared to take over the 
work upon terms to be arranged, but it must be distinctly under- 
stood that whatever work he does is done from his own office, and 
that he is an absolutely free agent to take up any other consulting 
work that he can secure. The question at the moment is, what is 


— 


Ae 


going to happen in the case of the chief assistant; Mr. Hooper, 


power station superintendent ; Mr. Bennett, consumers’ engineer ; 
and Mr. Brookes, meter test-room superintendent, who are all 
members of the E.P.E.A. Mr. Ellis is not interfering with them 
at all ; but he understands it is tne intention of the secretary of the 
E.P.E.A. to call upon all these men to hand in their resignations, 
and to black-ball the Southampton electricity undertaking so far 
as E. P. E. A. men are concerned. | | 
All the other Trade Union men, such as the A. S. E., general 
workers, blacksmiths, carpenters, &c., remained at their posts. but 
they would not assist in any way whatever in operating the plant. 
The strike affected every member of the shift staff, and the whole 
of the mains and consumers’ departments, with the exception of 
the general labourers. | i: 
Mr. Mills, who was chief assistant in Mr. Street's time, went 
down and took charge of the mains department ; and in spite of the 
fact that he had no men to asaist him, he eingle-handed attended 


to all oonsuiners' service faulte, und in addition, when a H.T. main 


cut off one large district, he was able to get practically the whole 
of that district going again, the only part of that section left out 
being that on the Portawood side of the н.т. fault. By the time 


he was ready to tackle this fault, arrangements had been made for | 
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the old staff to return to work again. Although Mr. Ellis asked 
the E.T.U. officials to send the whole of the men back to work 
immediately, the mains staff did not turn up until the following 
morning, with the result that part of the district referred to was 
without light for one night. 

Mr. Ellis states that before the strike took place, he was on 
perfectly good terms with, so far as he knew. every member of hia 
staff; and he believes that if it had been left with the staff to 
decide what to do, there would have been no strike at all. He also 
understands that the strike was not reoognised officially by the 
prinoipal officials of the E T.U. in London. 

Daring the six days of the strike it was practically impossible 
for Mr. Ellis or either of his assistants to leave the station for 
meals, and all meals taken were provided and served by Mrs. Ellis, 
with the assistance of two or three of her friends. According 


to the Southern Daily Echo, at the meeting of the Town Council 
on the 21st inst., a letter from the Mayor, Mr. 8. d. Kimber, was 
oonsidered, in which he'tendered his resignation as chairman and 
member of the Electricity Committee. Mr. Kimber stated that the 
decision arrived at by the majority of the members of the Council not 
to honour the definite pledge of permanent employment given by him- 
self on behalf of the Electricity (Emergenoy) Sub-Committee to those 
men who came forward to their assistance during the strike, ahd 
their further determination to reinstate the strikers, showed & want 
of appreciation of the suocessful efforta of his colleagues and him- 
self to keep the station running. It showed a lack of confidence 
in his own administrative action, and made oontinuanoe in his 
office an impossibility. At the same meeting, Mr. Ellis's resig- 
nation of the post of borough electrical engineer from May 81st 
was also to be considered. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


A Canadian Inquiry.—The Department of Overseas Trade 
has received a dispatch from H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto 
stating that a firm in that city wants quotations for quantities of 
БО tons and upwards of electrical sheets for motor field magnets and 
armatures of 24 B.a.(0'025in.). А small sample of the material in 
question was available for inspection on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, Room 50a, up to April 29th, when it was 
to be forwarded to firms in the provinces who may be unable to 
inspect it in London. The name and address of the inquirer can 
be ascertained at the Department. 


Plant for Sale,— Clacton Urban District Council Elec- 
tricity Department has for disposal two Davey-Paxman 150-B.H.P. 
‘double-cylinder Q type gas engines, direot-ooupled to 100-Kw. 
Thomas Parker D.c. generators ; Whitby Urban District Council 
Electricity Department invites offers for one 100-Kw. Parsons 
turbo-generator and one 28-H.P. vertical enclosed steam engine; 
Harrogate Corporation Electricity Department has for sale a 
600-H.P. triple vertical steam engine, xo. For particulars, see our 
a lvertisement pages to-day. 


A Swedish Transformer Competition.—It has long been 
considered in Sweden to be of national economic importance, from 
the point of view of standardisation, to obtain the most economical 
type, or series of types, of transformers which will meet the 
different requirements of consumption for average Swedish condi- 
tions. With the object of bringing about such a result, the Swedish 
Academy of Engineering Science (Ingenjors Vetenskap Akademien). 
of Stockholm, has opened a competition for proposals, which are 
to be submitted not later than October 31st, 1920, the sum of 
2,500 kr. being offered in prizes. The problem put forward for 
solution is : —“ Taking into consideration the costs of manufacture 
and working, what is the most appropriate construction for trans- 
formers, worked out on the basis of a systematic study of all the 
factors influencing the problem ? " 


A Dutch Company.—The report for 1919 of the Alge- 
meine Nederlandsche Electriciteits Maatschappij (General Nether- 
lands Electricity Co.), late Groeneveld, Ruempel & Co., of 
Amsterdam, states that the company's sphere of activity was 
extended during the year. The turnover, however, was lees than 
in 1918, owing to the general fall in the prices of machines and of 
raw and other materials. It is intended to pay a dividend at the 
rate of 12 per cent. out of net profits of 208,000 fl, as compared 
with 26 per cent., and 535, 000 fl., respectively, in 1918, the share 
capital having increased from 1,000,000 fl. in the latter year to 
1,500,000 fl. in 1919. 


National Federated Electrical Assoclation.— At the 
annual meeting held on 20th inst., at the Chamber of Trade 
Rooms, Bradford, the following officers were elected for the 
ensuing 12 months: — Chairman of the Electrical Contractors’ 
Association Incorporated, The National Electrical Contractors 
Trading Association, Ltd., and the National Federated Electrical 
Association, Mr. A. Smith, of Messrs. Smith & Croft, Bradford; 
hon. secretary, Mr. H. Moss, 82. Leeds Road, Brad ford; delegates 
to Chamber of Trade, Mesars. L. Jessop and H. Moss; delegates to 
the District Joint Industrial Council, Messrs, A. Smith, L. Jessop, 
F. Collinson, Caase and H. Moas. 


Telephone Works at Coventry.— The industrial develop- 
ment of the Copsewood Estate, at Coventry, by the PEEL-CONNER 
TELEPHONE Co., LTD., is making considerable progress, and includes 
the erection of upwards of 80 dwelling houses on land adjoining 
the works. The works were designed by Mr. A. B. Strachan, 
architect, and the contractors are Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd. 
The buildings are planned on lines which provide healthy con- 
ditions for the workers, and at the same time afford the maximum 
facilities for securing the best results as regards output. Provision 
is made for separate blocks of buildings set apart for the purpose 
of ottices and administration, main factory, ebonite works, cabinet 
making, Ko. The floor area of the factory buildings at present 
erected is about six acres in extent, but there is ample room for 
possible extension in the future. With the completion of the new 
works, this industry will be concentrated at Coventry, ang existing 
works at Manchester will be closed down. р 


/ 


Belglum.— With the title of Fils et Cables Electrique, 
Société Anonyme, a company has been formed at Brussels, with a 
capital of 1,000,000 fr., for the manufacture and sale of electrical 
material, and, in particular, electrio wire and cables. 


A Bohemian Glow Lamp Factory.—It is reported from 
Prague that a glow lamp factory on a large scale is to be established 
in that city by a group to which the A.E.G. and the Oaram Works 
belong, and in which English and American capital is said also to 
be interested. The factory is to serve the purpose of meeting the 
needs of Bohemia, the suocession States, and the export trade. 


Works in India,—In the report recently issued, Messrs. 
FAIRBAIRN LAWSON COMBE BARBOUR, LTD., state that a commence- 
ment has been made in the erection of works in India. For this 
purpose a separate company has been formed under Indian law, 
and a substantial issue of participating preferred shares of that 
company has been successfully made in Calcutta. 


Liquidations and Dissolutions.—QUAIN ELECTRICAL Co., 
LTD.—A petition for the winding up has been presented to the 
High Court by Messrs. R. & A. Main, Ltd., of Gothic Works, Angel 
Road, Edmonton, and will be heard on May 4th. 

CHESTERFIELD TUBE Co, Ltp.—Winding up voluntarily for 
reconstruction purposes. Liquidator, Mr. J. G. Dixon, 6, Austin 
Friars, E.C. 

UNELMA, LTD.—Winding up voluntarily; liquidator, Mr. F. T. 
Shearcroft, 36 and 37, Queen Street, E.C. 4. Meeting of creditors, 
May 4th, at Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, E. O. Claims to be sent 
to the liquidator by May 29th. 

ALLIANCE ELECTRICAL Co., LTD.—Winding up voluntarily for 
reconstruction purposes. Liquidator, Miss E. McArthur. Meeting 
of creditors, May 3rd, at 32, King Street, Covent Garden, W.C. 

eTOOLEY, EMBERTON & BURROWS, builders, contractors, and elec- 
trical engineers, 5, Lytton Grove, Seaforth, Lanos.—Messrs, T. A. 
Tooley, Н. A. Burrows, and N. Emberton have dissolved partner- 
ship. Messrs. Tooley & Burrows will attend to debts. 


French Electrical Companies.—The Société Electrique 
de la S dérurgie Lorraine has been formed at Paris (63, Avenue 
Victor Emmanuel III), with a capital of 8,000,000 fr., for the ereo- 
tion and working of a motive power network knitting together the 
central stations of the ironworks and mines in the Lorraine district, 

The Société Anonyme d'Appareillage Eleotrique Moderne (44 bis, 
Rue de Villejist), has been formed at Paris (previously erroneously 
deacribed as the Société Anonyme Morse). 

Under the style of the Electrique de Vendée, has been formed at 
Paris (Rue de Belzunce 11), & company for the produotion and 
utilisation of all forms of electric energy, especially in Vendée. Its 
capital is 1,000,000 fr. 

The electric company styled Maison Bréguet has decided to raise 
its capital from 4,000,000 to 8.000.000 fr. 

Ls Compegnie des Lignes Télégraphiques et Téléphoniques is the 
name of a new company which has just been formed in Paris 
(29, Rue de Londres), with a capital of 10,000,000 fr. 


Wages in the Electricity Supply Industry.— The recent 
decision of the District Industrial Council for the West Midlands 
Area that, subject to the approval of the National Council, all elec- 
tricity undertakings in the area should be recommended to apply 
Engineering and Foundry Trades Award No. 180 to all manual 
workers (except those workers whose wages are regulated by other 
Trade Union organisations), has now been approved by the National 
Joint Industrial Council for the Electricity Supply Industry. It 
will be remembered that the award gives an advance of 3s. per 
week from the beginning of April, and a further 3s. from the 
beginning of June. 

All electricity supply undertakings in the West Midlands Area 
are, thdrefore, being notified to this effect, and are requested to 
apply the award to their employés forthwith. ' ' 

The National Council adopts the view put forward by the District 
Council that in future any alterations in wages or working condi- 
tions are to be decided by the Industrial Council, without reference 
to any decision which may be come to by other industries. 
Staffordshire Sentinel, 
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Book Notices.—‘‘ Commutators as Structures" (36 pp.), 
The Critical Speed of Shafts” (43 pp), "The Submarine 
(82 pp), Design and Applications of High-Speed Gearing” 
(42 pp.), " Lubrication of Bearings (36 pp.), The Design of Flat 
Plates" (62 pp.), and Steam-Raising from Waste Material“ 
(27 pp.). Gateshead-on-Tyne: G. W. Mason & Co.—The Associa- 
tion of Engineering and Shipbuilding Draughtamen has been well 
advised to publish these excellent papers by its members; the 
lecture on commutators by Mr. R. J. Roberts, A. M. I. E. E.. includes 
valuable data regarding stresses and methods of dealing with 
them. Every paper is illustrated by lucid detailed drawings. 

" Viokera News." Vol. II, No. 14. Pp. 36. London: Vickers, 
Ltd.—The present number of this journal contains many interesting 
and informative features, including & description of the " B.B.H." 
oil switch, and an account of the changing over of the Sheffield 
Armour Department from the production of war matérie! to peace 
products. 

"Britieh Standard List of Rubber Tires for British Standard 
Rims." Pp. 22. London: Crosby Lockwood & Son. Price 1s. 
net.—This memorandum was urgently called for by the need for 
reducing the great number of sizesin present use. Prepared by the 
British Engineering Standards Association, these specifications 
have been. accepted by the British Rubber Tyre Manufacturers’ 
Association. Copies may be obtained from the offices of the former 
Association, price 1a. 2d. post free. 

" Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers." Vol. LVIII. 
March, 1920. No. 289.— This issue contains the following papers : 
"Transformers for Electric Furnaces,” by Mr. J. L. Thompson; 
* Direction and Position Finding," by Captain H. J. Round; and an 
address to the Students’ Section, by Mr. R. T. Smith. 

The Supplement to Vol. LVII (published April, 1920), Part 1, 
contains the following papers: Electrical Methods of Measuring 
Body Temperature, and Some Notes on the Cardiograph," by Mr. 
R. S. Whipple; The Fullerphone and Its Application to Military 
and Civil Telegraphy," by Major A. C. Fuller; " The Oscillatory 
Valve Relay: A Thermionio Trigger Device," by Captain L. B. 
Turner; and Magnetomotive Force Calculations for Cylindrical- 
Field Alternators under Steady Short-Circuit Conditions,” by Mr. 
A. E. Clayton. London: E. & F.N.Spon. Price 10s. 6d. each. 

On the Detecting Efficiency of the Thermionic Detector.” By 
Н. J. van der Bijl, M.A., Ph.D. Reprint from the Proceedings of 
the Institute of Radio Engineers, New York.—In this paper the 
author describes a method of determining the detecting efficiency 
of vacuum tubes by feeding them with radio-frequency current, 
modulated at audio-frequency. and gives the theory of the method, 
The use of a receiver shunt calibrated in terms of miles of standard 
cable is advocated. Details of the apparatus used are given, with 
experimental data ; a method of comparing the efficiencies of tubes 
is described, and a method of measuring tube amplification is 
explained. 

‘The Book of the Ford Уап” (120 pp.). By R. Т. Nicholson. 
London: Temple Press, Ltd. Price 38. net.—This volume will be 
invaluable to owners and drivers of Ford vans—an ever-increasing 
section of the public. The work deals in a complete manner with 
every aspect of the question, including costs, capacity, loading, 
driving, and care and maintenance. Although the information 
given is applied to the Ford," its usefulness will be apparent to 
owners of other makes as well. " 

. ‘Silvanus Thompson, His Life and Letters.“ By J. S. Thompson 
and H. G. Thompson. Pp. vi + 372. London: T. Fisher Unwin. 
Price 21s. net. 

" Electric Welding and Welding Appliances." By H. Carpmael. 
Рр. xii + 128; figa. 84. London: Constable & Co., Ltd. Price 
188. net. | 


Three-Shift System.—A Special Committee of the 
National Fedefation of General Workers has agreed to recommend 
to the Central Conference that the question of hours and arrange- 
ment for a three-shift system be left tothe districts. Atameeting 
of the Committee an agreement between the Manchester District 
Engineering Trades Employers’ Association and the A. S. E., S E. M., 
and the Electrical Trades Union for the introduction of three 
shifts for maintenance men employed at the Pearson & Knowles 
Coal and Iron Co., Ltd, and the Partington Steel and Iron Co., 
Ltd., was quoted. Under this the shifts are :—Firat shift, 6 a.m. 
to 2 p. m.: second shift, 2 p.m. to 10 p.m. ; third shift, 10 p.m. to 
6am. The hours on the first shift, which is termed the day shift, 
are 48, for 47 hours of which the full week's wages are paid, the 
remaining hour being at time-and-a-quarter. The second and third 
shifts, termed night shifts, consist of 40 hours of five eight-hour 
shifts, for which 48 hours are paid.— Manchester Daily Despatch. 


The Dutch East Indles.—A Rotterdam newspaper of 
the date of April 20th, published a statement issued by the 
Netherlands Indian Gas Co. (Ned. Ind. Gas Mij.). The latter stated 
that at an extraordinary general meeting held the previous day, 
Mr. O. S. Knottnerus, manager. announced that a concession had 
been granted to the company for 40 years for the operation of gas 
worka at Medan, and in this connection the opportunity had been 
taken again to seek to conclude an ayreement with the Elec- 
triciteits Maatschappij " Medan.’ The result of the negotiations 
was that it had been determined that the yas company 
should take over the shares of the electricity company on 
the basis of an exchange of 6.000 fl. shares in the latter 
for shares of 2,750 fl. in the former company. In this way 
75 per cent. of the shares in the electricity oompany would 
immediately pasa into the possession of the gas oompany, whilst 
the opportunity for acquiring the reinainder in this manner would 
remain open for five years. All the directors of the electricity 
company were retiring. and the manageinent had been taken over 


by the gas company, and Mr. J. P. Jager, manager of the Mefan 
central station, had been appointed a director of the gas company. 
The transaction bad taken place at a price which was not too high, 
as the Medan station required to be entirely renewed, which would 
naturally be at the oost of the gas company, which intended, 
notwithstanding its own gas concession, to bring the working of the 
electricity works up to date. The capital already issued hy the gas 
company was 4,190,000 fl. &nd as shares for 800,000 fl. were in 
portfolio, the purchase price could be defrayed by the exchange of 
44,000 fl. in shares out of the latter. After referring to the 
extension of certain gas concessions, and the acquisition of a con- 
cession for a gas works at Bandoeng, the statement mentioned that 
an electric lighting concession had also been obtained at Maca aar, 
where preparatory work had already been begun, In conclusion, 
it is stated that all these proposals and transactions were approved 
by the extraordinary general meeting. The address of the gas 
company is Willemsplein 10, Rotterdam. 


Conference of Mauufacturers.—The National Union of 
Manufacturers (Inc.) has called & conference of manufacturers, 
which is to be held at the Guildhall, E.C., on Friday, May 7th, at 


2.30 p.m., when resolutions will be proposed :— 


1. Entering a vigorous protest against the continuance of the 
Excess Profits Duty. | 

2. Making a request to the Prime Minister to set up a Committee 
to examine and report as to whether Government Departments 
which were created during the war as Departments of control, 
should now in whole, or in part, be closed down. 

3. Appointing a deputation to wait on the Prime Minister with 
the resolutions of the conference. 

The chair will be taken by Mr. George Terrell, M.P., the President 
of the Union. 


Australian Report on the British Trade Situation.— 
In the course of its report for 1919, the Australian Association of 
British Manufacturers and their Representatives saya :—“ Experi- 
ence has proved that the optimistio views expressed as to the 
proepects of post-war trade in the last annual report were not 
warranted. The position of British trade during the past 12 months 
has been little better than during the war years, mainly owing to 
industrial troubles in the United Kingdom, the general feeling 
or unrest caused by the sudden release from the intense nervous 
and physical strain of war, increased and increasing costs of living 
and the difficulty in estimating costs of manufacture, British 
manufacturers are at the present time under & very great tempta- 
tion to neglect their overseas connection, especially in such a 
remote Dominion as Australia, owing to the large orders which 
are placed in the home markets, and high prices ruling. The 
majority, however, are sparing no effort to keep their overseas con- 
nections together, and all should bear in mind the fact that there 
is а certain value attaching to the goodwill which they have 
individually built up in the overseas markets, and if they negleot 
to protect that good will, the result will ba to make it a present to 
their foreign competitors. Later, when orders from home markets 
have been fulfilled. manufacturers will be compelled to look further 
afield to find outlets for their goods, and they may find foreigners 
well established in markets which before the war were theirs. It 
would then be an expensive and laborious task to regain their old 
ascendency, as those who have obtained a lucrative trade for the 
asking, will not be inclined to give it away on the same terms. 
British manufacturers are. therefore, studying their own interests 
in resisting the temptation of disposing of the whole of their out- 
put at their factory door and reserving a certain percentage for 
keeping together or regaining their overseas connection, even if 
this course may mean some present sacrifice, During the war 
America and Japan have made great strides in their trade with 
Australia, and there is a real danger that, unless British manu- 
facturers are placed on the Australian markets in normal quantities, 
and at competitive prices, Australian merchants may become во 
used to dealing in foreign goods that they will continue to buy the 
goods they know, rather than ‘experiment with others.“ 


British-made Electric Bulbs.—4À private conference was 
held, on Tuesday, between the Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ 
Aascciation and manufacturers of glass bulbe, The conference marks 
a further s'are in the wresting the glass industry from Germany 
and its rehabilitation in this country. It was called to discuss a 
proposal for the further standardisation of British-made glass 
bulba.—F inancier. 

Auction Sales.—By direction of the Disposals Board 
Ministry of Munitions, Мв. C. A. CHARLTON will sell by auction at 
the National Ordnance Factory (Cammell, Lairds), and the 
Radford Gas Works, Nottingham, on May 19th, a quantity of 
engineering plant and machinery, electric motors, oentrifugal 
pumps, fans, kc. Messrs. G. M. Dixon & Co. will sell by auction 
at Northwich on May 13th and 14th the chemical plant, tools, &o., 
of H.M. Factory, Gadbrook, and the works of Mesars, Brunner, 
Mond & Co., Ltd., at Winnington. Full particulars are given in 
our advertisement pages to-day. 


Swiss Enterprise in Kumania.—The Economie Review 
quotes a French paper to the effect that a syndicate, consisting of 
several electrical undertakings, metal works and engineers, has 
been formed by Swiss manufacturers for the purpose of under- 
taking, primarily, the repair of electrical plant and works in 
Rumania. The necessary material will be aupplied by four Swiss 
factories. Workers and experts ure to leave for Rumania very 
shortly. The syndicate is also disposed to undertake the repair of 
the railways and roads. Rumanian workers are to be employed, 
aud to be given teobnical training. 


- 


— SSG 


Vol, 86. No, 3,314, APRIL 30, 1920, ] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


557 


vo 
— cc m c eee, 


Lead.—In their report, dated April 24th, Mrxssks. 


JAMES Forster & Co. state :— 

On Thursday, on publication of a cable from the Broken Hill district to the 
effect that the miners had refused to accept the terms offered them, there wae 
a strong demand in all positions, July selling up to £42 its. and closing at 
£41 10s. buyers. 

The shipment of American lead round from Liverpool Stores has now practi- 
cally ceased, and is not likely to be renewed. The lead was not at all liked, 
and much of the recent drop in valurs was undoubtedly due to it. 

The scarcity of good brands is obvious, with premiums of 30s. to 40s. per 
ton being freely paid for Australian and even Spanish brands both hy the trade 
and for export. А 

In the course of their report, Messrs. G. Cawson & Co. вау :— 


These purchases appear to have been based on the idea that the Brokon 
Hill strike settlement has broken down. This does not appear to be a fact, as 
negotiation» are still continuing and a settlement is expected next week. 

The position generally has not changed, except that consumptive demand, 
if anything, is not quite so good, The stopping of all large building operations 
will tend to reduce consumytion. 

Supplies of lead are ample for all requirements, and are likely to continue so. 

The outlook would point to a declining market, but so long as speculators 
continue to pay heavy premiums to finance their operations the market may 
perhaps still be maintained at the present high level. 


A Reuter's dispatch from Melbourne, dated April 23rd, stated 
that negotiations for the settlement of the Broken Hill strike were 
proceeding satisfactorily. It wag hoped that а settlement would 
be reached. 


Socials.—A concert was given, last week, in aid of the 
Huddersfield Corporation Tramways Social and Athletic Club. 

Pope's Electric Lamp Co., Ltd. Social Club held another 
successful whist drive and dance on Wednesday, April 14th. About 
500 were present, and the evening was successful in every way. 
The music was supplied by the Imperial Syncopated Orchestra, and 
Mr. Trevor Carman, chief engineer, was amongst those present. 
Mr. E A. Marx, sales manager, presented the prizes. 


Catalogues aud Lists —Tue LRA Кксовркв Co., LTD., 
28, Deansgate. Manchester.—Leaflets No. N 2, showing a cooling- 
tower installation at one of the Birmingham Corporation's power 
stations where the flow is registered by "Lea" recorders; W2, a 
photograph of Lea " integrating apparatus supplied to the N. S. W. 
Government, ard several lists of users of Lea recorders in a 
variety of industries. 

LoNDON ELECTRIC STO&rFS, Fulwood House, High Holborn, 
W. C. 2.— Illustrated and priced leaflet dealing with the Holborn " 
fan regulator and the '' Slidesie " fractional-H P. motor regulator. 

THE IMPROVED SOLIDITE Co.. LTD., Advance Works, Jews Row, 
Wandsworth, S. W. 18.— Illustrated and priced list of ''Solidite " 
insulating bushes, &c. 

ENTERPRISE MANUFACTURING Co., LTD., Gun Street Electrical 
Works, Bishopgate, E. 1.— Price-list of direct-current starters for 
motors ranging from 1 to 25 H.P, 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.C. 4.—Installation Leaflets Nos. E 10 and A 17. The first, 
including eight illustrations, describes the electrical equipment of 
tbe Berthlwyd Colliery, Gowerton, South Wales; and the second 
illustrates a 1,500-K w. rotary convertor supplied to the Battersea 
Borough Council. 

THE SEMAPHORE ENGINEERING Co., LTD. Advance Works, 
Jews Row, Wandsworth, S.W.18.—Leaflet dealing with dry cells, 
and one describing a cycle electric lighting outfit, priced and 
illustrated ; also order card for cells. 

Messrs. T. E. SLAUGHTER & Co., 172, Church Road, Mitcham, 
S. W.—Leaflet illustrating and describing the Lyto dry cell. 

MESSRS. SIEMENS BROS. & Co, LTD, Palece Place Mansions, 
Kensington Court, W. 8. — Pamphlet B 705, illustrating and 
describing an electric helm indicator. 

AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC FURNACES, LTD., 281/283, Gray's 
Inn Road, W.C. I.— Heat Treatment Bulletin No. 20, “ Abnormal 
Steels.” Giving results of tests on samples of eutechtoid and 
high carbon steels. 

THE CHLORIDE ELECTRICAL STORAGE Co., LTD., Clifton Junc- 
tion, Manchester.—Illustrated folder dealing with Nine Points 
of Special Excellence about the Exide Battery for motor саг 
s‘arting, lighting, and ignition. | 


Surplus Aeronautical Materlal.— At the invitation of 
the Aircraft Disposal Co., Ltd., of which Mr. Godfrey Isaacs is 
chairman, and which has been incorporated for the disposal of all 
the surplus aircraft and accessories of the British Government, we 
bad the privilege of seeing last week some small portion of the 
material which has been acquired under the contract. The sole 
managing and selling agents of the new concern are Messrs. 
Handley Page, Ltd., of Cricklewood, N.W. 2, and the purchase price, 
we understand, was £1,000,000, in addition to which 50 per cent. 
of any profits realised by the company from the sale or other use 
of the material taken over will accrue to the Government. After 
the inspection of part of the aircraft, material and equipment pur- 
chased under the contract, and now lying at Waddon aerodrome, in 
Surrey, а luncheon was given at the Savoy Hotel, at which a large 
number of guests from all parts of the worid, besides repre- 
tentatives of the technical and daily Press, were present. The 
speakers were the Marquess of Londonderry, in the chair, General 
Sir Frederick Sykes, and Mr. Handley Page. 

It is difficult to visualise the whole amount of material taken 
over when it is considered that the depot which we saw at Waddon 
is but one of six which have been transferred, and that the contents 
of 130 more stations have to be sorted out and turned over to the 
new company. The material available for disposal includes 10,0C0 
aeroplanes, 30.000 aero engines, 2 I, (OO, O00 worth of instruments, 
&nd other accessories &nd materials in proportionate quantities, 
much of which is new and a large proportion in good condition. 
Mr. Page, in the oourse of his remarks, explained that the material 
and goods hal been found to be readily adaptable te other than 


aeronautical purposes, and such things as the 1,000 tons of ball 
bearings, 350.000 sparking plugs, 100,000 magnetos, bolts, nuts 
and small accessories were finding a very ready sale with the present 
shortage of manufactured goods. Out of the large stock of instru- 
ments which they had, instrument sets for motor-cars were easily 
made ир; revolution counters could be changed into epeedometers ; 
and aneroid barometers for registering. height could be made into 
ordinary barometers for the more usual purpose of forecasting 
weather conditions. This did not, however, exhaust the list of 
possibilities ; in engineering work large quantities of material were 
also being utilised. Engines designed for aircraft work ran satis- 
factorily on town gas; for instance, the Sunbeam Arab engine, 
which developed 200 H.P. as an aero engine, with ita gearing 
removed, was being used at a lower speed as an efficient electric 
light and power plant, developing 50 H.P. Such a plant took but a 
small space, and could be purchased at a very low cost compared 
with the large low-speed gas engine which would otherwise be 
required. All these were, however, but side issues to the main 
problem of the disposal of aircraft, and it was to this that the 
company had directed its attention. To-day the prestigeof British 
aircraft stood higher than any other in the world. It was early as 
yet for him to give the results of the sale of aircraft by the new 
company, but in the short period of its existence it had sold 
many more machines than the Aircraft Disposal Board had done 
during the whole period of ita existence. It would be their 
endeavour still further to push the aale of British aircraft abroad, 
and for the good name already gained for British aircraft and, 
they hoped, for enterprise and energy, to remove the erroneous 
impression that sometimes existed that Britain lagged behind in 
selling efforts abroad. | Е 


Trade Announcements.— Messrs. QUEAD, LTD., have 
removed their offices to 118-120, Victoria Street, 8.W., to which 
address all communications should be sent. . Telephone number: 
"8765, Victoria." The works are at Lewisham. TN 

Messrs. CONNOLLYS (BLACKLEY), LTD., have opened offices and 
stores at Bradfield House, 27, Hunslet Road, Leeds, for the con- 
venience of Yorkshire and Northern clients, and stocks of wire, &o., 
will be carried there. 

Messrs. DRAKE & GORHAMu, LTD., of London and Manchester, 
inform us that they are the sole concessionaires and manu- 
facturers in the United Kingdom of the Ley-Allin electric time- 
checking system, described in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of 
September 7th, 117, and since improved. The French rights are 
in the hands of Messrs. Barton, Fils, of Paris. . 

Messrs. W. E. JONES & Co., electrical engineers, have oponed 
premises at 17, Queen Street, Deal (Kent). 

THE SLOAN ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., announce that their tele- 
phone number is altered to 2032 Clerkenwell" (4 lines). 

Messrs. R. B. HAND & Co., LTD., of High Holborn, W. C. 1, 
having eecured an additional telephone, their amended number for 
all inward calls is " Museum 6286." 


Automatic Telephone Developments.—It is announced 
by Mr. D. Sinclair, vice-chairman of the International Automatic 
Telephone Co., Ltd., of London, and managing director of its 
subsidiary company, the Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., of Liverpool, that the new International Co. is vigorously 
prosecuting the introduction of automatic telephone equipment 
in foreign fields, and hae received subatantial overseas orders. 
Arrangements have been made by which the Western Electric Co., 
Ltd.,of London, undertake under licence the distribution of Strowger: 
automatic equipment as manufactured at Liverpool in certain 
territory outside of the United Kingdom and outside of the territory 
controlled by the International Telephone Sales and Engineering 
Corporation of New York and its subsidiary the Automatic 
Electric Co. of Chicago, U.S. A., and also outside of territory 
covered by the licences given by the Automatic Electrio Co. of 
Chicago to Thomeon- Houston of Paris. A substantial amount of new 
capital has been arranged for by tbe new International Co. for the 
extension of the plant of the Automatic Telephone Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., of Liverpool, and it is expected that the manufacture of 
automaticson a large scale will be carried on there. The International 
Automatic Telephone Co, Ltd., is controlled by an International 
Syndicate composed of people who have been active in the manage - 
ment of the Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd., of 
Liverpool, and Theodore Gary and Company Syndicate of Kansas 
City, Missouri, U.S.A., who control the International Telephone 
Sales and Engineering Corporation of New York and the Auto- 
matic Electric Co. of Chicago. Among the International Syndicate 
members are Messrs. James Taylor and D. Sinclair, well known in 
connection with British manufacturing interests, and Messrs. 
Theodore Gary, A. F. Adams, and Н. L Gary, who are, and have 
been for many years, prominently connected with large independent 
exchange and long-distance telephone properties in the United 
States. The Liverpool organisation remains unchanged, and the 
manufacture will proceed on the same lines as formerly, but the 
new arrangement will enable customers to benefit from quantity- 
production of automatic equipment. It will also make available 
for the benefit of Strowger business throughout the world the 
large staff of engineers controlled by the Automatic Electric Co. of 
Chicago, who were the inventors of the automatic telephone, and 
which company is the only organisation in the world to-day 
manufacturing automatic telephones exclusively and on the basis of 
quantity-production. 


Electrical Factory in Jugo-Slavla. — An electrical 
repairing works, the only one in Jugo- Slavia, has been established 
at Agram under the name Premiere Usine pour l'Industrie Elec- 
trique Ivan Paapaet Fils. The section which makes electric torches 
can turn out from 6,000 to 8,000 a жеек, — Zeonont ie Review,  .- 
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Strike at Lever Brothers.—A few days ago our Liver- 


pool correspondent reported that the strike of electricians at Lever 
Brothers’ Port Sunlight Works continued. The Electrical Trades 
Union men were holding a mass meeting this week. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings. E. CLoNEY, tramway divi- 
sional traffic superintendent, 5, St. Albans Road, N. W. 5.—Last 
day for proofs for dividend, May 11th. Mr. W. P. Bowyer, Official 
Receiver, Carey Street, W.C. 

H. H. SHAVE (H. H. Roberts), electrician, Portsmouth.— First 
meeting May 7th ; public examination June 7th, both at Portsmouth. 


Catalogues Wanted.— Messrs. ALFRED MUMFORD AND 
Co., LTD., of 14-20, St. Mary Axe, London, E.C. 3, who are electrical 
shippers to India and East Africa, desire to receive catalogues and 
other publicity matter. 


Neuhausen Aluminium Co.— The directors recommend a 
dividend at the rate of 18 per cent. for 1919, as contrasted with 
20 per cent. in the preceding year, leaving 799,000 fr. to be carried 


forward. 

Oerlikon Accumulator Co.— The dividend of the 
Akkumulatoren Fabrik Oerlikon, of Zurich, is announced at 20 per 
cent. for 1919, as in previous years. In addition, a bonus of 10 fr. 
per share is being distributed in connection with the celebration of 


the twenty-fifth year of the company's existence. 


Copper aud Lead Ргісеѕ. — МЕвзвѕ F. Smita & Co. 
and Messrs, JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, April 28th: No change 
in copper prices. Messrs. James & Shakespeare report, April 28th : 
English pig lead, £43 10s.—an increase of £3 on the week. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen. WadES.— After conference with the E. T. U., a 
Sub-Committee has recommended, and the Council has adopted, the 
following scale of inoreased wages :—Electricity Department : 
Plumber-jointer, £3 17s. 6d. to £4 per week of 48 hours ; jointer 
(ex-Service men of nine months' training), £3 5s. ; turbo-driver, 
£3 178. 4d. to £3 19s. 8d. ; stoker, £3 158. 5d. ; meter inspectors, 
£3 to £3 ба. ; armature winder (as labourer), £3 128. 6d.; motor 
inspector, £3 бв. to £4 58. Lighting Department: One foreman, 
£4 9s. 10d. ; two lamp trimmers, £3 1s. 10d. Tramway Depart- 
ment: One armature winder, ls. 10d. per hour; one wireman, 
18. 10d. per hour. The meter inspectors, in addition to their pay, 
receive uniforms. 


Bognor, —PRICE INCREASE.— The company supplying 
electricity to the town has decided to increase its charges as 
follows:—Power, first 100 units in each quarter 6d. per unit, 
from 100 to 200 4d., and beyond 3d. per unit. Heating, first 50 
units 8d. per unit, from 50 to 100 6d., and beyond, 1d. per unit. 


Brazll.— WATER PowER.—According to a statement 
recently made by the Brazilian Institute of Engineers, after a great 
deal of investigation, there are 148 waterfalle in Brazil, capable of 
developing about 30,000,000 E. P. 

Burnley.— IxCREASED Loan.—Owing to the increased 
cost of materials since his estimate for extensions was made, the 
electrical engineer states that £75,000 will be inadequate, and 
advises application for a total of £150,000. 

ACCIDENT.—O wing to the recent bursting of a steam-pipe at the 
Byng Street power station of the L. & I. R. Co., a dynamo attendant 
was severely scalded. 

Biean.— OVERHEAD  TnRANSMISSION.— The Rural Dis- 
trict Council has granted permission to the Whitstable Electric Co., 
Ltd., to erect overhead lines in the parish of Herne for the trans- 
mission of electricity. 

Bromyard.—ELrornic Licutinc.—The Urban District 
Council has decided to adopt electric lighting for the town. 

Continental. — FRANCE. — A considerable increase in 
supply prices is to come into operation on May lat, as a result of a 
decision of the Paris Municipal Council last week. An attempt 
was made atthe meeting to secure an adjournment of the question 
of advancing prices until the problem of raising charges had been 
more thoroughly investigated, but this was unsuccessful, and a 
similar result attended a proposal to render uniform the charges for 
the supply of power at high and low tension, and to introduce 
rates for lighting graduated according to the consumption. The 
final result is that the monopoly company and any others which 
may come into consideration have been authorised as from May 1st, 
to charge 1'10 fr. per KW.-hour for lighting, 0°75 fr. per Kw.-hour 
for all other purposes for low-tension supply, and 0°55 fr. per KW.- 
hour for high-pressure supply. | 

The Energie Electrique du Nord de la France has decided to 
increase its share capital to 75,000,000 fr. by the issue of 260,000 
250-fr. shares, and to augment its bond capital to the extent of 
100,000,000 fr. The company is one of those which have suffered 
from the invasion, but its daily energy production now reaches 
10 per cent. of that before the war, while its plant capacity 
will shortly be equal to that existing at the declaration of 
war. Present circumstances, however, have now created such 
a demand for energy that tue company finds itself forced to 
contemplate the establishment of a large new station. This will 
de situated at Commines, and planned for an output of 60,000 KW., 

being equipped with big sets of the most modern type. This 


addition will suffice for the service of the existing network and iu 
more immediate developments. Eventually the station's capscity 


will be raised to 120,000 Kw. 


The Commission nominated by the Conseil Général of the 
Bouches-du-Rhóne to examine the scheme for a departmental 
station has decided to apply to the State for a concession of s 
fall on the Durance River, and the engineer of the Ponts & 
Chaussées has been asked to draw up a list of the requirements: 
—(U For departmental railway lines existing, and likely to be 
built; (2) public lighting service in the department; and (3) 
lighting of public monumenta. 

DENMARK.—The country is at present supplied from 497 central 
stations having а total output of 108,000,000 K w.-hours per annum. 
The net sale to 205,000 consumers is 30,800,000 units for light, and 
54,700,000 units for power. 

The average net cost per unit in 73 towns is 44d., in 387 village 
7id., and in 37 agricultural districts 33d. The high cost in the 
villages is chiefly due to the load-factor, which seldom reaches 0'10, 
and in a smaller degree to the high cost of fuel. 

The supply of electrical energy from Norwegian waterfalls is 
being carefully considered. The distance from the nearest suitable 
falls to Copenhagen is about 75 miles, and it is proposed to send 
26,000 KW. at a pressure of 50,000 volts by an overhead trans- 
mission line running through Sweden to Malmó, and thence by 
submarine cable across the Sound to Copenhagen. 

The engineering difficulties in connection with this proposal are 
easily overcome, but the economic question presenta some difficulty. 
as а low load factor would require a very expensive transmission 
line, and necessitate high prices to consumers. The estimated 
requirements of the country, provided cheap energy can te 
supplied, are about 450 million KW.-hours per annum. No final 
decision has, however, been arrived at.—Zechnical Review. 

SPAIN.—The Technical Review states that a report upon the 
possibility and desirability of installing an industrial electrical 
network has recently been published. By separating the geners 
tion of power, transmission and distribution, and by eliminating 
too many independent lines, a great saving would be effected both 
by reducing the initial expense and the working coste. Buch a 
network would also solve for the State the question of the provision 
of its own power, either for. electrifying the rail ways or for other 
purposes, as the provisions made in the Bill would reserve to it 
these rights. Low-calorific-power coal, unsuited for transport, 
could be utilised to raise power. The main source of supply would 
be the waterfalls of the country, especially those of high bead 
and the country is especially favoured in this direction because 
high-water prevails at different seasons in different parte of Spain: 
in the Pyrenees in spring and summer, and in other parts of the 
country in winter. A careful investigation of the water power 
resources available has shown that a total of 2,000.000 xw. could 
be generated (excluding from the calculation falls yielding less tban 
2,000 KW.). 

The proposed network would, as far as convenient, join up the 
main centres of production and consumption. It would be a реп: 
pheral polygonal network, with Madrid as the centre of con- 
sumption. The total length of lines to be constructed would be 
1.810 km. 

As regards cost, three types of feeders are conaidered, according 
to the quantity of power to be transmitted. These are 3 x 60 
3 x 75, and 3 x 100 sq. mm. cross-section. With the largest of 
these cross-sections it would be possible to transmit 25,000 KW. 
over a distance of 330 km., with a permissible voltage drop of 
12 per cent. This particular line would serve Oviedo-Duero 
Madrid, Tremp-Madrid, Tremp-Bilbao, and Tremp-Barcelons. The 
remaining sections of the polygonal network would be of 
45 sq. mm. cross-section, with the exception of the section Seville 
Granada and Valencia-Tortosa, which would be 50 sq. mm. In 
order to provide a reserve for emergencies, the Commission reom: 
mends the construction of two parallel lines, suspended from the 
same towers, with stations for line-protection every 100 km.,and 
change-over stations every 25 km. Provision is also made for a 
earthing cable of 10 mm. diameter. Taking as a basis a price of 
1 peseta per kg. for towers erected, and a price of 2 peseta per la. 
for copper wire, the cost of the project is estimated to be 
130 million pesetas. 

The report recommends the preliminary construction of a network 
for 300,000 Kw., which is about the power already available from 
other sources. The old systems would be joined up to the new 
one, thus giving initially an amount of 600,000 Kw. available 
for consumption. As regards the unification of voltage, this will 
be an easy matter, since the frequency of 60 is practically universal 
in Spain and the current is three-phase. The voltage pro 
first is 150,000 volts. 

Dorham,—Licutinc SCHEME ABANDONED.—The Board 
of Guardians has now definitely abandoned the scheme for 61601 
lighting for the workhouse, which was to cost £500. 

Dublin.— Loss or REVENUE.—It is calculated that Ae 
£2,000 has been lost by the City Corporation's decision to cut 0 
all lighting at night as a protest against the order forbidding 
inhabitants to be out in the city from midnight to 5 a.m. | 

Faversham, — ExTENSIONS.— The Town Council bs 
decided to carry out extensions to the electricity works, si 40 
estimated cost of £14,500. 


Ireland.—Peat.—It is announced that Mr. Noel F, 
Harrison, who has had considerable engineering experienc и 
hydro-electric work in the United States, expects to visit Ire 
during the year to secure the co-operation of Town Councils ol 
other bodies with a view to the development of the peat Бой 9 


that country for the generation of electricity. 
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Java.—H*pRo-ELEOTRIO Sration.—The Government 
‘has granted a concession to a Norwegian, states the London and 
China Express, allowing him to erect a hydre-electric power station 
on the River Моеві, above Bankollen. The primary object of the 
plant is to provide power forthe manufacture of synthetic nitrogen 
compounds. It is stated that the total available head is between 
500 and 550 metres, and the total development will be 150,000 H. P. 


Lanark.— ELECTRICITY Supriy.—The Town Council 
has under consideration proposals for the provision of an elec- 
tricity supply for the town. 


Leicester.—New Sratiox.—The Electricity Commis- 
sioners have sanctioned the erection of a new 50, 000-K w. power 
‘station on Freemen's Common, and as soon as permission to borrow 
the necessary funds is obtained, the first installation of 20,000 Kw. 
will be proceeded with. 


Londonderry.—PUsLIc тйрй T Lighting Com- 
mittee has decided for the continuance of public lighting after 
midnight, on account of danger to citizens during recent riotous 


. outbreaks. 


Nelson. — BULK Svuprty. — The Town Council is to be 
‘asked to authorise an application to the Electricity Commissioners 
for an order under the Electric Lighting Act, 1909, permitting the 
supply of electricity in bulk to the Colne Corporation. 


Newport (I. of W.).—Pustic LieHrrNG.—The Town 
Council has agreed to pay the Electric Light Co. a fixed sum of 
£38 per quarter for public lighting, plus 44d. per unit. 


Oakengates.— Evectric Liautine.—Consequent upon 
the refusal of the local gas company to lay mains required by the 
Urban District Council, the latter has appointed a Committee to 
consider the question of the installation of electric lighting. 


Southeund.—lINcREAsED Loan.—The loan sanctioned in 
1914 for the sub-stations at Leigh and Thorpe Bay has been found 
inadequate, owing to the enhanced cost of plant, and the Council 
is, therefore, applying for an additional sum of £13,591. 


Spenborongh.—BuLk SuPPLv.—The Council has ceased 
to generate its own electricity, and now takes a bulk supply from 
the Yorkshire Electrio Power Co. 


Swansea,— Raitway SiDpiNG.—The Borough Council has 
asked the Great Western Railway Co. to lay a siding to the rear of 
the electricity works, the cost to be borne by the Council and the 
company to pay & yearly acknowledgment of £10. 

Coat BSuPPLY.—The engineer has been instructed to confer with 
the Coal Controller and endeavour to obtain an adequate supply of 
fuel for the power station. 


. Scuathorpe.— ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.— Having had under 
consideration the cost of a scheme for electrical distribution, the 
Scunthorpe and Frodingham Urban District Council has decided 
to make a canvass of the district to ascertain what the demand is 
likely to be in each part of the area. 


Walsall.— COTTAGE LIdHTINO.— The Corporation pro- 
poses the following terms for electric lighting in the new 
municipal cottages :—(a) An additional rent will be payable for 
electricity supplied for lighting at the rate of 3d. per week per 
lamp installed. Such additional rent will be payable weekly with 
the rent forthe house. The electricity supplied at this rate may 
only be used for lighting purposes; (50) The tenant will be 
responsible for all missing, damaged, or defective lamps or shades, 
and damage to the wiring or installation, glazing, replacement of 
loose fixtures, and damage to any other part of the premises ; (c) All 
burned out, damaged or broken lamps or shades must be replaced by, 
and at the expense of, the tenant, and to the satisfaction of the 
Corpotation, but the tenant will be allowed the free replacement 
of one lamp per annum ; (d) The tenant has the option of being 
supplied with electricity by meter at the tariff charges for the 
time being in force and under the conditions of supply issued by 
the electricity supply department. 


“+: Warrington. — Price INcREASE. — The Town Council 
has increased the prices of electricity, as from April lst, by 10 per 
cent. for lighting and traction purposes, and by 20 per cent. for 
power and heating. 

. Worcester.—LoAN.—The City Council is seeking per- 
mission to borrow £15,000 for the provision of sub-stations, trans- 
formers, switchgear, and cables, 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australia.—RAiLwAv ELECTRIFICATION. — The Chief 
Electrical Engineer for Tramways states that the Railway Com- 
missioners have a large scheme of electrical extension in contem- 
plation, not only including the metropolitan railways, but 
eventually all the principal railways in N.S.W. The power- 
houses at Sydney and Newcastle are being enlarged, and other 
power-houses are to be constructed in more remote districts near 
coal and water supplies. The plan is to give a cheap electric 
supply to all the municipalities in New South Wales, to enable not 
only electric lighting, but also power, to be supplied to private 
consumers,—Australian Mining Standard, | 


Bradford.—IMPROVED SERviCE.—It is stated that the 
Corporation Tramways Committee has at last got back to its full 
complement of cars for use on its system. The 26 new cars, and 
the 78 new motors for refitting to old cars, have been received. 
The pre-war number of cars, 200, were used on Saturday, and it is 
thought this number will soon be exceeded. 


Continental, — BELGIUM. — The Economic Review, quoting 
the Echo de la Bourse, states that the Chemin de Fer Electrique 
d' Ostende-Blankenberghe et Extensions Cie. reports that during 1919 
the various lines belonging to this combination have resumed service. 

The line Ostende-Furnes reached the latter place on August 23rd. 
The line Ostende-Knocke, which was already in working order to 
Blankenberghe, reached Knocke-le-Zoute on January 29th. For 
the coming summer season the line Coxyde-Village-la Panne, and 
the electrified Ostende-Weatende line are expected to be in running 
order. The recovery of war damages is in active progress, а very 
important sum being involved. The Central Electric Railway, 
which began to run in November, 1918, will be entirely restored by 
the end of 1920. The present financial year will presumably offer 
& great many difficulties owing to labour troubles, and the 
increase-in the prices of raw material and fuel. 

NoRWAY.—The Norwegian Council of State has decided to place 


. before the Storthing a proposal to enter into asupplementary agree- 


ment with the Swedish Kirunavara-Luossavara A.B. concerning 
the transport of iron ore on the Norwegian Ofoten Railway, and 
the electrification of the latter. It is estimated that the conversion 
of the railway to electric traction will involve an expenditure of 
5,500,000 kr. including the cost of four locomotives. If the 
scheme is sanctioned, authority is to bs sought to conclude an 
agreement with the competent Swedish authorities for the delivery 
of electrical energy from the hydro-electric works at Porjus, until 
it is possible to obtain power from a Norwegian generating station. 
A vote of 3,000,000 kr. is asked for so as to be able to begin the 
work in the financial year 1920-1921. 

SPAIN.—It is announced from Saragossa that another general 
strike has commenced which embraces the tramway workers. 


Cork.— Солі, SHoRTAGE.—The Cork Electric Tramway 
and Lighting Co. having been informed by the Neath Abbey 
Colliery Co. that, under order of the District Supplies Committee, 
it must cease supplying coal to Cork until English electrical 
requirements have been met, announoed that it might be necessary 
to close down the tramway servioe temporarily, in order to conserve 
the small available stock for absolutely essential industries, and 
that, in the circumstances, the supply of electricity to Queenstown 
must cease. The coal shortage in all parts of Ireland is very acute, and 
it is feared many electrical undertakings will have to close down. 

London.—Evecraio Ratuway Extenston.—The Central 
London Railway will shortly open to traffic an important exten- 
sion, which will prolong its line from the present terminus at 
Wood Lane, opposite the main entrance to the White City, to 
Ealing Broadway. This extension will not only round off the 
system, which originally only ran from Shepherd's Bush to the 
Bank, and will now reach from Ealing to Liverpool Street, but by 
linking up at Ealing Broadway with the Great Western line, it will 
provide a new and much-wanted through route between the City 
and West End and the western suburbs.— The Times. 

L. C. C. TRAMWAY SCHEME.—On April 22nd the House of Com- 
mons refused to suspend Standing Order No. 22 in favour of the 
L C.C. tramway scheme. "This rule provides that the sanction of 
local authorities whose districts are affected by such a scheme must 
be obtained before Parliamentary Bills regarding the matter can 
be proceeded with.  Practically all the Metropolitan Boroughs 
have protested against the scheme. 

New Zealand.—TRamMway PuncHASE.—The Auckland 
Weekly News states that the amount paid by the City Council to 
the Auckland Electric Tramways Co, for the whole of the latter's 
undertaking was £1,229,463, paid in 5 and 54 per cent. debentures 
maturing in 1940. The gross profit of the undertaking for 1917-18 
and 1918-19 was £81,162 and £60,856. The Counoil assumed 
control on July Ist last. 

Post-Office Rallway.— Time ExTENSION.—The Minister 
of Transport has extended the time of the Post-Office (London) 
Railway Act until August 15th, 1921, for the completion of the 
railway and works, 

Preston.— RENEWALS.—The Tramways Committee pro- 
poses to carry out renewals of the permanent way at an estimated 
cost of £10,000. 

Swansea,—TRAMWAY STRIKE.—The Corporation tram- 
way employés ceased work on April 23rd, refusing to accept an 
increase of 88. per week offered by an official award. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Canada. — AURORA BBOREALIS. — How the Aurora 
Borealis recently provided power for transmitting telegraph 
messages, is told by a Canadian newspaper. For 30 minutes, says 
the account, a Canadian Pacific telegraph line carried messages 
from Vancouver to Calgary on power supplied in this way, The 
Northern lights had been playing havoc with the circuits when 
the experiment was made. At both ends of the circuit the line had 
become earthed ; the batteries were finally disconnected, and for 
half an hour the system worked perfectly, the power to transmit 
the messages being induced from the air. 
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Cable Operators’ Grlevance.— Trouble is brewing 
among the cable operators employed by the Western Union Cable 
Telegraph Co. in consequence of the dismissal of Messrs, A. D. 
-Crisp and J. Doherty, two cable operators, who jointly edited the 
Telegraph Cable Herald, the official organ of the Telegraph 
Operators’ Association. The dispute, according to the Duily 
Express, arose over a statement published in the T. C. II. rela- 
tive to the death of Mr. R. Flexhel, an operator who, in the 
opinion of his colleagues, collapsed from overwork. Mr. Blenheim, 
traffic manager of the company at New York, telegraphed the 
dismissal of Messrs. Crisp and Doherty, stating : It is a libellous 
statement, and such a charge is subversive of discipline.” The 
Association considers the case to be one of victimisation, and in 
view of the fact that Mr. 8. J. Goddard, the vice-president in 
London, has refused to hear. either of the editors, it has threatened 
a general strike, in which the Electrical Trades Union may be 
involved. The Minister of Labour is conferring with the interested 
parties. According to the Daily Herald, reinstatement of the 
two men and recognition of the Association are demanded. The 
Association was formed in 1918, and has 600 members in London. 
Amalgamation with the E.T.U. is under discussion. 


Dover.—NEw CHANNEL CA˙HLE.— Two cable vessels left 
Dover on the 27th inst., says The Times, to lay a new submarine 
cable across the Channel to Ostend. 


Ireland. — WIRE CurTING. — At Midleton Quarter 
Sessions, last week, the Recorder of Cork awarded the Postmaster- 
General £27 compensation in respect of the malicious cutting of 
telephone and telegraph wires in the East Cork district. 


London.— NEW TELEPHONE EXCHANGES.—Sixty new 
telephone exchanges have been planned for London during the 
next 20 years, and an increase of over 250,000 subscribers is 
expected in that period. The exchanges to be enlarged number 17, 
and among the new exchanges on which work has been begun are 
those at Bishopsgate, Golders Green, the Tower, Stratford, and 
Hendon. Extensions are also being made at Barnet, East, Hampstead 
and Harrow. 

HIGH-SPEED WIRELESS,—In a written reply to a question in the 
House of Commons regarding wireless telegraphic experiments at 
Woolwich, Mr. Churchill stated that wirelees messages had been 
transmitted over considerable distances at the speed of 100 words 
per minute, and very much greater speeds had been obtained under 
laboratory conditions only. Funds at present available for 
experimental work were limited, owing to the urgent need for 
economy, 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the Paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in whioh the “ Official 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 
Algeria.—May 15th. Algerian Post and Telegraph 


Authorities at Algiers. Tenders for 25 tons of bronze wire, and 
19 tons of copper wire. 


Auckland (N.Z.).—September Ist. Harbour Board. 
For the supply of electric capstans and spares. Messrs. W. & A. 
McArthur, Ltd., 18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London, E. C. 2. 


Australia. — PERTH. — May 3rd. Postmaster-General's 
Department. Insulators, bolts, brackets, &c. Schedule 673. 
(April 2nd.) 

May 14th. Government of Western Australia. One 7,500-Kw. 
turbo-alternator and condensing plant. (April 9th.) 
` MELBOURNE.—June 18th. City Council. Gas-filled metal-fila- 
ment lamps, City Electrical Engineers Office, Town Hall, 
Melbourne. 

May 3lst. Victorian Railways Department. Four 4,500-Kw., 
1,500-volt traction converter sets, and eight 1,000-Kw,, 1,500-volt 
ditto. (See this issue.) 


Bacup.—Electricity Department.  30-ft. steel poles for 
street lighting purposes. (See this issue.) 


Belgium.—ANTwERP.—June 28th. Harbour Authorities 
(Town Hall). Two electric cranes of 30 tons and 10 tons respec- 
tively, for the new dry dock, and No. 61 of the Bassin Lefebvre. 
Copies of the specification in French, with tender form, price 4 fr., 
may be obtained on making application to: M. le Bourgmestre 
d'Anvers, Hotel de Ville, Anvers, Belgique, but a copy may also be 
consulted at the D.O.T. in London, on application to Mr. Shearer, 
Room 50, until May 8th, after which it will be available for loan 
to firms in the Provinces. 

May 21st. Municipal authorities. Tenders for 10,690 metres of 
armoured cables, required in connection with the electrical equip- 
ment of the Nos. 2 and 3 docks. Particulars may be obtained 
for one franc from the Hotel de Ville, Antwerp. 


Lincoln.—May 24th. Electricity Department. Coal- 
handling plant. (April 23rd.) 


Leigh (Lancs.).— Electricity Department. One 2,500-Kw. 
turbo-alternutor; E.H.T. & L. T. switchgear; one 500-KW. iotary 
converter, (April 16th.) 


‘Lochgelly (Flfe).— May 5th. Town Council Eleetrio 
Lighting. Seventy-four new houses, Architect, Mr. A. D. Haxton, 
3, High Street, Leven. | 


London.—LewisHaM.—May 3rd. Board of Guardians. 
Installation of an electric fire-alarm at the Hospital, High Street. 
(Bee this issue). 

HAMMERSMITH, — May 21st. Electricity Department. Two 
10,000-Kw. turbines and alternators, with condensing plant. (See 
this issue.) 

Metropolitan Asylums Board. May llth. Installation of 
automatic internal telephones at the head office. (See this issue.) 


Маасһеѕќег. —Јопе 7th. Electricity Department. Main 
and auxiliary switchgear; Section A, 33,000-volt and 6,000-volt 
main switchgear ; Section B, pressure-testing switchgear ; Section C, 
420-volt А.С. auxiliary switchgear ; Section D, 240-volt D.C. auxiliary 
switchgear, (See this issue). 

New Zealand.— Wellington. June 30th. Tender Board 
Public Works, Electrical equipment for the Arthur's Pass section 


of the Midland Railway. Particulars from the Department of. 


Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


Nuneaton.—May 5th. Electricity Department. 3-core 
and 4-core, L. T., paper-insulated cables. (April 23rd.) 


Rochdale.— One 1,250-kw. (alternatively 1,500-Kw.) 
rotary converter. Mr. F. H. Rudd, borough electrical engineer, 
Electricity Works, Dane Street. 


Salford.— May 10th. Concrete foundations for a 5,000- 
turbo-alternator. Borough electrical engineer, Electricity Works, 
Frederick Road. 


Sheffield.—Corporation Water Works. Electric haulage 
winch, pug mill. (April 23rd.) | 


‘South Africa.—MosseL, Bay.—Electric lighting equip- 
ment. (See this column, April 23rd.) 


Spain. — May 30th. Construction and working of an 
electrio tramway between the Plaza de !& Bonanova and the 
Monasterio de Pedralba, Barcelona. The Direcoion General de 
Obras Publicas, Madrid. 

MADRID.—May 18th. Concession for an electric railway from 
La Corogne to Sarda, 18,000 metres in length ; estimated cost, 
2,000,000 pesetas, guarantee, 11,785'79 pesetas. The Conoessionnaire 
is to supply the whole of the material and rolling stock. General 
Direccion des Obras Publicas, Madrid. 


Tasmania.—LAuNcESTON.—June 7th. City Council. 
One 1,000-K.v.a. hydro turbo-alternator, with switchgear. Oity 
Electrical Engineer, Town Hall, Launceston. 


Uruguay.— August 7th. Department of Posts, Telegraphs 
and Telephones. Construction of a national telephone system for 
the Department of Montevideo. Particulars from the Uruguayan 
Legation in London, 3, Elvaston Place, South Kensington, S. W. 


CLOSED. 
Australia.—SypNEv.—City Council. Recommended: 


н.т. insulators (врес.} No. t81), —Lawrenoe & Hanson (first alternative 
tender, £3,387). У 

Sub.station equipment (spec. No. 658).—Section 1, with feeder switches of 
48,000 K. v. A. capacity, £17,830. Section 2.—Met.-Vickers, Ltd., £18,190. 
Bection 8.— Standard Waygood Hercules, £1,000. 

Transformers, 6, 000/38, O00 v, (spec. No. 574). — Noyes Bros., £11,472,.—Tenders. 


Belgiam.—The Belgian Post and Telegraph Authorities 
in Brussels have just divided contracts for the supply of a large 
quantity of telegraph and telephone apparatus between the 
Antwerp Telephone and Electrical Works, of Berchem, Antwerp; 
the Bell Telephone Manufacturing Co., Antwerp ; and the Société 
Electricité et Mecanique, Carela Fréres, of Ghent, 

Three tenders were received by the municipal authorities of 
Belgrade (Province of Namur), for the installation and equipment 
of a transformer cabin and distribution system in connection with 
the electric lighting of the town, and also for the high-tension 
feeder. The lowest was that of Mesars. N. Van Gastel & Mertens, 
of Brussels, whose price for the two contracts was respectively 
97,000 fr. and 36,358 fr. 

Municipal authorities of Haccourt (Province of Liége) recently 
invited tenders for the concession for the supply of electrical 
energy for the electric lighting of the town, but no offers were 
received. 


Eastbourne.—Corporation. Electricity works. Cooling 


tower and tank :— 


Treatment of timber. . £ 

Clyne Eng. Co., Ltd. .. T5 Pressure a .. 2,614* 
С. Bradshaw & Co., Ltd. 2 Dipped a e 8,560 
Premier Cooler & Eng. Co., Ld. Vac. & Pres. (recom.) 3,805 
Premier Cooler & Eng. Co., Ltd. Dipped "NE T 8,5 
Filin Cooling Towers, Ltd. .. Dipped © oe 4,010 
Davenport king. Co., Ltd. Я Vac & Pres, .. 4,342 
Davenport Eng. Co., Ltd. Dipped vs . . 74,098 
Hudson Econ. Co., Ltd. са Dipped. .. T 4,666 
W.H. Roy & Co., Ltd... d Dipped va id 4,950* 


*For tower only. 


Glasgow.— Tramways Committee. Accepted :— 


Rail welding plant.—Hitchcock, Lloyd & Co. 

120 Too Cum brakes.—Dryers, Ltd. 

Pneumatic hoist.—Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Co., Ltd, 
Electric battery truck.—Hendry Bros., Ltd. 

Two 2-ton motor lorries,—Bryson Bros, 
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. Government: Contracts. — The following Government 
eontracts have been placed during March, 1920. : 
i ADMIRALTY. (Сонтваст ано PURCHASE. DEPARTMENT). 


Electric lighting, heating and power wiring.—G. E. Taylor-Co., Ltd. 
Internal electric wiring.—I, Fairie & Co., Ltd. 8 
Electrodes.—Quasi-Arc Co., Lid. 

Feed pump.—Rees Roturbo Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Platinum wire and sheets.--Johnson, Matthey & Co., Ltd. 

Steam superheaters for boilers.—Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 

Torch batteries.—British Ever-Ready Co., Ltd. 

Water-tube boilers.—Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 


: MiNisrRY or MUNITIONS. 


Copper wire.—T. Bolton & Sons; India-Rubber G.P. & Telegraph Works 
Co., Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

a FFB ol Woking, Ltd.; Tudor Accumulator 

o., н 

Electrical equipment.—Edison Swan Electric Со., Ltd. Б 

Electric motors.—Bruce Peebles, Lid.; General Electric Co., Ltd.; J. Н. 
Holmes & Co., Lid.; Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 

Insulators.—Bullers, Ltd. | 

Insulated wire.—G.E. Co., Ltd. 

Electric lamps.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 

Pump installation.—Variable Pumps & Motors, Ltd. 

Rotary transformers.—Newton Bros. (Derby), Ltd. 

INDIA ОРРІСЕ : STORES DEPARTMENT. 

Cells.—Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 

Gutta-percha core.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Crucibles.—Morgan Crucible Co. k. 7 

Cutting compound.—Dussek Bros. & Co. 

Dynamo.—J. Stone & Co., Ltd. 

Fans.—J. Stone & Co., Ltd. . 

Generator.— Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd. 

Switchboards.—Erskine Heap & Co.; Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., 


Ltd. 
Train lighting equipment.—J. Stone & Co., Ltd. 
| | Е Posr Orricz. 


Telegraph apparatus.—Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 
British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; International Elec- 
tric Co., Ltd.; Phoenix Telephone & Electric Works, Ltd.; Siemens 
re & Co., Ltd.; T. E. Thompson & Co., Ltd.; Whitfield Aviation, 

td. oY Gn 

Telephone apparatus.—Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 
British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; Edison Swan Electric 
Co. Ltd.; General Electric Co., Ltd.; International Electric Co., 
Ltd.; С. Peacock & Co., Ltd.; Peel Conner Telephone Works, Ltd.; 
Phoenix Telephone & Electric Works, Ltd.; Siemens Bros & Co., Ltd.; 
Sterling Telephone & Electric Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telephone and telegraph cable.—British Insulated & Helsby Cables, Ltd.; 

:. . Hackbridge Cable Co., Ltd.; W. T. Henley’s Telegraph Works Co., 

Ltd.; Hooper's Telegraph & I. R. Works, Ltd.; New Gutta-Percha 
Co., Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Earth clips.— E. Showell & Sons. | 

Insulators.—J. Bourne & Son, Ltd.; Bullers, Ltd.; Doulton & Co., Ltd.; 
Litholite Insulators, Ltd.; Taylor, Tunniclife & Co., Ltd. 

Terminal irons D. Willetts, Ltd. | 

Earth plates.—T. & W. Farmiloe, Ltd. | 

Distribution cable plugs.—Sicmens Bros. & Со., Ltd. 

Stay rods.—Bullers, Ltd. 

Zinc rods.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Bronze wire.—T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd.; British Insulated & Helsby 

| Cables, Ltd. | 

e and S. S. C. copper wire. London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, 
td. Ё 

lexible twin, &c., E.L. wire.—Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd. | 

1. strand wire.—Rylands Bros. & Co., Ltd.; Whitecross Co., Ltd, 

V.l.R. wire.—Hooper's Telegraph & I.R. Works, Ltd. | 

Circulating um : Р.О. central power station Rees Roturbo Manufac- 

| turing m Lu. | 

Laying conduits.—Spalding: Hodge Bros. (Contractors), Ltd. Hop- 
Victoria: J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd. Park-Ealing: J. Mowlem & Co., 
Ltd. Hop-Lee Green Junction: R. M, Parkinson. Greenwich-Eust 
Junction: W. H. Wheeler & Co., Ltd. Willesden (Walm Lane): ©. 
C. Summers. London-Southampton (section I): Hardy & Co. London- 
Southampton (section II): R. Armistead. London-Bristol- Newport 
(South Midland, section 1): J. F. Hodge & Co. Southall: C. 1. 
Anderson. Glasgow: R. & C. Murray. 

Helephone Exchange cquipment.—Malvern: Automatic Telephone Manu- 
acturing Co., Ltd. Cardiff: Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., 

Led. llkley: Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. Birmingham (south): Peel 
Conner Telephone Works, Ltd. Willesden: Peel Conner Telephone 
Кл Ltd. Guildford: British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., 
td, 

H. M. Orrics or Works. 

Engineering services, generating: sets for Ministry of Pensions.—Saltash ; 

Aster Engineering Co., Ltd. | Р 
| ` CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 

Telephone cables, &c.—Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. British 
nsulated & Helsby Cabies, Ltd. ; 

Spares for Diesel engines.—British Electric Co., Ltd. | 

Telephone switchboards.—British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Telephone materials.—British L.M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Train lighting spares.—]. Stone & Co., Ltd. 

Bronze wire, &c.—F. Smith & Co., Ltd. 

. Ровлс Works, DUBLIN. 

Dublin Electric Works and supplies.—Handley & Robinson, Ltd. 


London. — Hammersmitu. — Electricity Committee. 
Annnal contracts for stores and ‘materials. In view of the few 
tenders and the conditions attached, the Committee oonsiders it 
would not be advantageous to accept any for the time being, and 
recommends that it be authorised to obtain and accept quotations 
from various firms for the supplies of material required from 
time to time within the estimates during the current year. 


. MAINS EXTENSIONS.—8,000 yd. 16 E. E. r. six-core cable :— 
| Western Electric Co., Ltd. o0 5 . 29,9859 


, Enfield Ediswan Cable Works, Ltd. .... „ 10,066 
W. T. Henle 8 Tele raph Works Co., Ltd. ae ee 10,100 
B.I. & H. Cables, Lad. M js .. 10,100 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. §..  .. S 0e . 10,2677 
t ug Union Cable Co., Ltd. ee ео е ë oe ee 10,833 * 
Callender's Cable and Construction Co., Ltd. ee 10,400 ; 
W. T. Glover & Co., Ltd. W - m PT .. 10,400 
Pirelli General Cable Works, Ltd, .. — .. .. 10,442 
Johnson & Phillips ws e eS . 20,500 


* Recommended for the supply of 6,000 yd. 
2,000 yd. 15 L.T. three-core cable, 4 1,721; and 1,000 yd.'05 L.T, 
eoncentric cable, £258— Western Eleetrio Co., L tee. 
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2,000 yd. 1 E. H. r. concentric cable, £858; 1,000 yd. '25 K. E. r. 
concentric cable, £804 ; 2,000 yd. '1 L. T. three-core cable, 81,808; and 
NOIL 7/22 L. r. twin cable, £875—Enfield Ediswan Cable 

orks, Ltd, | ; 


“J Cal Просте, ICM MM 
миш 7 д хаз, *:4,000 yd. | 1,000 d. 2,000 yd. 2000 yd. 
* 23 „ 4-way4in. B. way 3 in. 2. way 83 in. I- vay 83 in. 
Doulton ., „ „. 22, 069 (34 in.) 4804 £5€0 at H m) 
Sutton 4 co.. 22,44 25911 2588 £u ——— 
Albion Clay Co., Ltd. £2,584 £894 £560 2282 (8 in.) 
Sankey & Co., Ltd. ,. £2,454 £871 £588 £629 (4 in.) 


Quote for fibre conduit. t 
: | (not according to specification) £33 

The Committee recommends the acceptance of the tenders of 
Messrs, Doulton & Co. for 2,000 yd. 1-way 3 in. cube ducts at £281, 
and of Messrs. Sankey & Co. for 4,000 yd. 4-way 4 in. cable ducts at 
£2,454, 1,000 yd. 3-way 3} in. cable duots at £371, and 2,000 yd. 
2-way 34 in, cable ducts at £533. Po ICM 

The Committee reports that the eleotrical engineer has carefully 
considered the various tenders for switchgear, and upon his report 
has decided, having regard to the high prices quoted, and the 
unduly long periods stated for delivery, to amend the specification 
and to invite fresh offers thereon, | | 


TRANSFORMERS, 


Four 1,000-kw. single-phase transformers, £4,262; two 500-xw. single-phase 
transformers, £1,319; and three CO Kw. three-phase transformers 
(mesh star connected), £2,424. British Electric Transformer Co., Ltd. 


BATTERSEA.— Electricity Committee, Recommended :— 
‘Switchgear for the turbo-alternator and rotary converter.—Edison and 
Swan Co., Ltd. | 74 
Six lamp columns, £845.—Mackenzie & Moncur, Lid. 
Testing panel, £208.— Bertram Thomas. 


Renewal of contracta for one year recommended :— 
Electricity meters.—Chamberlain & Hookham, Ltd., Ferranti, Ltd. 
Electrolytic meters, — Reason Manufacturing Co., Ltd. | 
Box compound and Trindite bitumen composition.—Dussek Сот: 

pound Co., Ltd. | = 
Coal. Rote, Smith & Co. 
Y b 

STEPNEY.—Electricity Committee. 

yellow-flame aro carbons :— 


Key Engineering Co., 
Ltd... ics able 


Accepted. 5,000 pairs of 


Sloan Electri cal Co., Ltd. (accepted ИИ" 4 Б 
[vr e ә „ oe ee ee ae ee 1 
W. White & Co., Lidl. 118 
Six feeder boxes :— | . 

W. Lucy & Co., Ltd (accepted) oo n- œ.. — £198 
Universal Electrical Manufacturing Co. .. " ys 207 
Henley's Telegraph Works Co. se Ж “+ - 252 
British Insulated  Henley's Cables, Ltd... «s 966 


Turkey.—The Journal of the British Chamber 
Commerce just to hand, states that an important contract for the 
electrical installation of the Haidar Pasha terminus station and 
its various dependencies, buildings, and factories, was put up to 
public adjudication, and the various electrical contractors of this 
city of all nationalities participated keenly. “ Үе are pleased 10 
learn that three British firms competed, and that one of them was 
successful in obtaining the contract.” „ ; 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


North East Coast Institution of Engineers and Sbipbuilders,—Friday, 
April 80th. At the Literary and Philosophical Society, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
At 6.15 p.m. Paper on A Modern Power Station and its Development,“ 
by Mr. J. В. Watson, 

Junior Institution of Engineers.—Friday, April 30th. At 89, Victoria Street, 
S. W. At 7.80 p.m. Social evening. | ` 

Friday, May 7th, At 7.80 p.m. 
Mr. J. O. McBryde. ~ 

London Association of Foremen Engineers. — Saturday, May lst. . At 
Cannon Street Hotel. At 6 p.m. 67th anniversary festival. „ a a 

Institution of Electrical Engineers (Western Centre).—Monday, May 8rd. 
At the Publio pn Alexandra Road, swansea. At 6.90 pm. Kelvin 
lecture on Modern Marine Problems," by Dr. C. V. Drysdale. 

(Students’ Meeting). — Friday, April 80th. At PARAT House, 
Southampton Row, W. C. At"7p.m. Paper оп ''Tidal Power," by Mr. J, 
E. Holmstrom. ro 

Society of Engineers.—Monday, May 8rd. At Burlington House, W. At 
5. m. aper on The Assessment of Engineering Undertakings,” by 
Mr. W. G. Cooke. | mE 

Roentgen Society.— Tuesday, May (th. At 11, Chandos Street, W. At b. Ik r. m. 
Paper on '' Some Problems in the Action of Radiation upon Tissues,” by 
the President. Demonstrations: The Transmission of Speech by 
Light,“ by Prof. A. V. Rankine, and A New Portable Viewing Lantern," 
by Dr. H. A. Eccles. ; 

Faraday House Old Students’ Aasociation.— Tuesday, May 4th. 
Holborn Restaurant. At 6.30 p.m. Annual dinner. 

Chief Technical Assistants’ Association. — Thursday, May 6th. At 
Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet Street, H. C. At 7 p.m. Resumed discussion on 
„The Design and Equipment of Sub-stations."’ ges Ta 

Chemical Society.—Thursday, May 6th. At Burlington House, Piocadilly, W, 
At 8 p.m. Ordinary Scientific Meeting. ES ы 

Iron and Steel Institute.—Thursday and Friday, May 6th and 7th. Att 
Institution of Civil Engineers, ‘Gt. George: Street, S. W. та 10 7 
Annual meeting. i е | 

Association of Engineers-in-Charge.— Saturday, May 8th. At th it 
Restaurant (Venetian Сашок rt At6 p.m, Иш dinner, anos 


Lecturette on Pulverised Fuel," by 


At the 


— —— 


! ` а 


The Kinema in School.—Ealing elementary school 
children began to have lessons by film, this week, the Education 
Committee having rented a local kinema theatre for the purpose of 
showing educational pictures. It is hoped to develop the idea so 
that a fortnightly visit-will fall ió-the.10t-0f -each child. 
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London Electrical Engineers. SMO ING CONOERT.— The 
old members of Corps are holding a re- union smoking concert 
at Cannon Street Hotel, E.C., on Wednesday, June 2nd, at 7 p m. 
Tickets (price 2s. 6d.) may be obtained from the ‚ Mr. Т. 
Franklin, 108, Heathwood Gardens, Charlton, S. E. 7. It is ho 
to inaugurate an Old Comrades’ Association at the concert. 


Electric Vehicles in South America.—A_ correspondent, 
writing to the Timex Trade Supplement, says :—‘ For town work, 
especially for heavy haulage, there is great scope for a sound 
electrical vehicle, as commercial electricity is generally pretty 
cheap in South America, and electrical vehicles do not demand the 
killed handling that petrol or steam vehicles do; further, the 
running costs, upkeep, &o., must be very low. It is unfortunate во 
many millions have been sunk in internal combustion machines, as 
ik half the sum had been expended on electrical vehicles, we should 
‘probably have no other by now. However, it is now stated that 
Edison's battery has proved itself a success upon the streets of 
London and elsewhere, so that there should be a good future for 
the electrical vehicle in South America, where the use of electricity 
is extending rapidly." ` 


Faraday House O.S.A. Dinuer.—The annual dinner of 
the Faraday House Old Students’ Association is to be held at the 
Holborn Restaurant, London, W.C. 1, on Tuesday, May 4th, at 6.30 
for 7 p.m. Mr. G. Scott Ram, M. I. E. E., H.M. Electrical Inspector 
of Factories, the President. will be in the chair, and the dinner 
will be followed by an excellent musical programme. Old students 
desirous of attending should communicate at once with the Hon. 
Secretary. 


-: Fatalities. —An employé of the Cork Electric Tramway 
and Lighting Co., Patrick Noonan, 40, met with a tragic death on 
the 22nd inst., whilst working in a ооа] elevator, in which he was 
caught when the machinery was in motion, and was imprieoned, 
after the machinery was stopped, for some two hours. Every effort 
was made to get the unfortunate man out of his terrible position in 
the elevator, but it became necessary to remove the steel plates 
before this could be done, and then Noonan was dead. 

At an inquest held at South Bank, near Middlesbrough, on 
Tuesday, respecting the death of A. E. Richardson, aged 29, an 
electric wireman employed at Messrs. Bolckow, Vaughan & Co.'s 
ateel works, it was stated that deceased had been laying fresh cable. 
‚ Не apparently began to disconnect a switch running on to which 
were live wires. Mr. J. Hodges said the cause of the accident was 
‘at first a mystery. On the covering of one of the wires, however, 
two small cuts had been discovered. From marks on the pliers 
‘which deceased was using it appeared as though Richardson had 
been killed by that means. It was remarkable that he should be 
attempting to disoonnect live wires. The most probable explana- 
tion was that, in a moment of forgetfulness, he had mistaken the 
incoming and the outgoing wires. The Factory Inspector raised 
the question whether deceased was competent to do such work, but 
employés agreed that it was only ordinary routine work, and not 
at all technical. The medical evidence was that the burns on 
Richardson's hand were compatible with electric effec s. The 
Coroner found that the man was competent to do the work, and 
that death was due to accidental electric shock. 


Aero-Engine Efficlency.—An average speed of 109°89 
miles per hour was maintained by Lieut. Holthouse and Lieut. 
Debeer in the 1,000 miles flight between Cape Town and Pretoria, 
which was accomplished in 9 hours 6 minutes. This speaks well 
for the efficiency of the British engine and British magnetos which 
form the propelling unit of the South African aeroplane “ Ұог- 
treker which was used for the flight. | 


. Dubiin Electricity Official Released from Jail.— 
Mr. Fred. Allen. secretary, Dublin Corporation Electric Supply 
Committee, was last week released from Mountjoy Jail, Dublin, on 
completion of three months’ imprisonment, in default of giving bail, 
for having in his possession Sinn Fein literature, which was found 
in an election committee-room at Kingstown, with which he was 
associated. On leaving the prison, Mr. Allen, who was in good 
health and spirits, was greeted by members of the Corporation and 
of the electrical department staff, 


Water Power.—CoMMiTTEE'8 Rerort.—A scheme for 
the utilisation of the water power of the United Kingdom is con- 
tained in the report of the Government Water-Power Resources 
Committee, which will shortly be published. The Committee's 
chief recommendation is the creation of a new authority, to be 
known as the Water Commissioners, as a Department of the Board 
of Trade, with general powers and functions similar to those 
of the Electricity Commissioners already appointed. The Com- 
mittee has divided England and Wales into districts, and calls for 
the creation of Local Committees in counties, or groups of 
counties, to arrange for the best use of the water supply in those 
districts. The Committee concludes that there are large reserves 
of power in British rivers which have not been utilised. 


Appointments Vacant.—Cable jointer (878. 2d.), mains 
superintendent (£228, rising to £270), for the City of York Elec- 
tricity Department; meter mechanician (928.), for the Borough of 
Wolverhampton Electrical Engineer's Department; meter tester 
(948.), for the Edinburgh Corporation Electricity Supply Depart- 
ment; mechanical maintenance engineer (£300), for the Leigh 
Corporation. See our advertisement pages to-day. — — EE 


' Seed Electrification.—In order to be in a position to 
express an opinion from direct personal. observation, Mesarh. 
Sutton & Sons, the well-known seedsmen, carried out some experi- 
ments at Reading in 1919 with seeds. electrified by the Wolfryn 
process, of which particulars have been given from time to time in 
our pages. In a report upon the experiments, Mr. Martin H. F. 
Sutton, F. L. S., states that the following series of trials was carried 
out :—Seeds of mangold, swede, cattle cabbage, and carrot, were 
sent for treatment to Mr. H. E. Fry, of Godmanstone, one of the 
patentees of the Wolfryn process, who returned them in due course. 
The Wolfryn treatment oonsists in immersing the seeds in a 
solution of common salt and water (4 oz. to the gallon), or calcium 
chloride and water (8 oz. to the gallon), to which an electric 

current is then applied. The seeds are afterwards dried at a 
temperature of 100 F., and they are then ready for sowing. : 

' The series of experiments made at Reading included two oontrols 
of seeds untreated in any way; seeds treated by the Wolfryn 
process ; seeda unelectrified, but soaked for four hours in a solation 
of salt and water (4 oz. per gallon), and afterwards dried at & 
temperature of 100? F.; and seeds unelectrified, but soaked for 
four hours in a solution of sulphate of ammonia and water (4 oz. 
per gallon), and subsequently dried at a temperature of 100° F. 
In each case all the samples of seeds of one subject werc drawn 
from the same beg. Two distinet series of experiments were 
made :—(1) A germination test under glass; and (2) a field test. 
The conclusions come to were with regard to (1) that, notwith- 
standing the one or two points which seemed to be slightly in 

‘favour of the electrified seed, the results obtained by this series of 
tests, as a whole, could only be regarded as inconclusive ; (2) 
reviewing the outdoor tests as a whole, the results would appear to 
be no more conclusive than were tlie tests for germination, the 
returns from the electrified seed showing no advantage over the other 
sections, except to a amall extent in thecase of the mangold crop. 


Summer Time in Canada. Daylight saving is to be 
generally adopted throughout the Province of Quebec, but 
according to The Times the Canadian and American railways will 
continue to run to standard time, and probably most Canadian 
towns and cities will follow the same time as the railways. 


The Pasadena Convention.—The American electrical 
Press is, and has been for some time, full of details of the National 
Electric Light Association Convention to be held at Pasadena, 
California, from May 18th to 22nd next. The latest received copy 
of the Association's Bulletin gives a complete programme of eventa, 
and the names of the members of the many Committees. The 
enormous amount of work (and pleasure) to be got through in the 
short time at the disposal of the Convention will, judging by the 
programme, tax the American charaoteristio of “hustle” to the 
utmost. Every branch of the industry is being deslt with from 
tlie generation and distribution of power to the smallest details of 
salesmanship and finance. Electric vehicles and hydro-electric 
development are in charge of two special sections. The reader of 
such a formidable scheme may well wonder where the “auto” 
rides, golf, and dances, are to come in. | ' i 
Earthing.—An article in the Revus Générale de Г Elec- 
rricité refers to the lack of precision in official regulations on the 
earthing of electrical machines and installations, and gives a few 
practical rules justified by experience. The French rules only deal 
with the earthing of non-current-carrying parts. The question of 
earthing windings and live parts is a controversial one, particularly 
with regard to the earthing of the neutral points of three-phase 
alternators and transformers. On the other hand, instruments and 
inatrument transformers must have their cores and windings 
earthed, also arresters, “с. The earthing should be done by means 
of a copper conductor containing as few bends as possible, of 
section calculated at 1 sq. mm. per 10 amperes of the normal load 
current of the apparatus or installation to be protected, with a 
minimum of 10 sq. mm. This refers only to the earthing of 
machine frames and parts liable to be traversed by the full short- 
circuit current. The earth contact should be a sheet of galvanised 
iron at least 5 mm. thick, or a copper sheet at least 2 mm. thick, 
placed in a bed of coke breeze 50 om. thick. If a sheet of water is 
available, the earth contact may be a metal cable or pipe immersed 
therein. In either case, the surfaces and lengths must be such 
that the resistance of the contact shall not exceed R = 60/1,1 
being the maximum short-circuit current, equal in А.О. to EW с/р, 
Therefore, В < (50) у г/с, L and с being the machine constants. 
In practice ~ r/c generally averages 70. We may thus take 
в < 3,500 / k, with a minimum of about 5 ohms. For direct current, 
в can be taken as between Б and 10 ohms, For earthing arresters, 
the earth wire should be of 50 to 100 sa. mm., and the earth 
resistance not over 10 ohms. - | 


Electrical Work In Sydgey.—Asked at the Municipal 
Council whether there was any shortness of work for skilled men, 
such as those engaged in working overtime at the power-house, the 
Lord Mayor of Sydney, N. S. W., replied :—'' I am not aware of any 
such shortage, and I am advised by the city eleotrical engineer 
that there is no shortage of work in Sydney at present for skilled 
workmen. On the contrary, the oity electrical engineer informa 
me that any employer of skilled labour, if asked, will say that he 
is short of the number of skilled men which he oould usefully 
employ. Moreover, if the office of a Trade Union of akilled workers 
is applied to for men. the general answer is that there are no men 
on the books of the Union out of employment. The city electrical 
engineer has further reported that in one trade, for instance—that 
of electrical installation work — several hundred electrical 
mechanics could be employed immediately if they were available; 
but every electrical mechanic is already employed“ 2 у 
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INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. -ARBANGEMENTS FOR May, 
1920 :— Ordinary Meetings.—13th : “ Permanent Magnets in Theory 
and Practice,” by Mr. 8. Evershed. 20th: Annual general meeting. 

` Territorial Centres.—11th.—Leeds: Annual general meeting. 


Students’ Section.—1l4th: Annual general meeting: paper by 


Mr, E. G. Humfress on " Electrical Motor Control Devices." 

. The March Journal announces that in place of one premium of 
£10 and several of £5 hitherto awarded each session for papers 
read before the Students’ Sections, the Council has decided to award, 
in future, three premiums of £15 each. The Council has also 
accepted an offer from the B. E. A. M. A. of prizes of £10 each (up to 
& total value of £100 for the first year), for the best papers by 
students of the Institution on electrical subjects suitable for 
publication in the B.E. A. M. A. Journal. | 

NoRTH-WESTERN CENTRE.—The eleventh Kelvin lecture on 
Modern Marine Problems in Peace and War," was delivered at 
the Manchester College of Technology by Dr. C. V. DRYSDALE on 
April 20th. There was & large attendance. . 

MR. J. A. ROBERTSON presided, and in introducing the lecturer, 
said that in view of the great work which Lord Kelvin did for 
marine purposes, it was fitting that the subject of this lecture 
should be associated with his name. No one could question th: 
importance of what was done by Lord Kelvin and by the men who 
successfully tackled vital problems during the recent war. 

NoRTH-EASTERN CENTRE.—The annual meeting of the North. 
Eastern Centre was held on April 19th at Armstrong Oollege. 
Newoastle-on-Tyne. Mr. W. Cross was in the chair. The annual 


report of the Committee was submitted. It stated that the mem - 


bership of the Centre had increased from 291 to 389. Th» 
attendance at the meetings had averaged 58. In addition to the 
ordinary programme of meetings, a special course of lectures upon 
“The Foundations of the Theory of Electrical Power Trans- 
mission" had been given by Prof. Thornton, D.Sc.,D.Eng., to the 
members о the Centre. The first annual dinner held since the war 
took place on January 30th, at Newoastle, at which 78 members 
and guests were present. The Students’ Section had held eight 
meetings during the session, in addition to several visits to 
works, Xo. | 


The queation of rules for the Centre had been given considerable 


attention by the Committee, and at a special general meeting on 
February 23rd last the following resolutions were passed relatize to 
the election of future committees :—(1) That the number of 
ordinary members of committee be limited to 15; (2) that in 
a idition tothe retiring committee's nominations, any four persons 
entitled to vote (members, associate members and associates) may 
nominate any other daly qualified person to fill any vacancy by 
delivering such nomination in writing to the Hon. Seoretary. 
The Oommittes had prepared a full set of rules for the election of 
officers, and for carrying out the business of the Centre. The draft 
had been submitted to the Connoil, which was considering it with a 
view to issuing a set of regulations, unifying the procedure of the 
different Territorial Centres. e an 

In order to give adequate attention to the large and variel 
business which came before the Committee, a number of stanling 
sub-Committees had been appointed, the result of whose work came 
before the full Committee for confirmation before any action was 
taken. The sub-Committees at present set up were :—(1) Finance ; 
(2) sessional arrangements; (3) rules; (4) engineers’ club; (5) 
Territorial Centres improvement; (6) Electricity Supply Bill; 
(7) Students’ Advisory ; (8) metric and decimal ; (9) wiring rules. 


` The election of officers resulted as follows :—Chairman, Mr. J. R. 


Beard, M.Sc. ; vice-chairmen, Prof. W. M. Thornton, D.Sc., Mesera. 
E. Fawsett, T. Carter, and F. G. C. Baldwin; Ordinary Members of 
Committee —Power Supply Undertakings :—Mesars. R. M. Longman, 
W. F. T. Pinkney, G. L. Porter, C. Vernier. Manufacturers and 
Contractors :—Messra. H. W. Clothier, N. W. Prangnell, T. Carter, 
A. Collins, J. Rosen. Municipal Engineers:—Mr. E. Moxon. 
Oonsulting Engineers :—Mr. C. H. Davison; Mr. R. W. Gregory. 
Civil Service and Railways:—Mr. G. L. Drury; H. Kitchen. 
Miscellaneous Sections : —Dr. А. C. Mitchie, D.Sc. Hon. Treasurer : 
Mr. W. T. MacCall. Hon. Secretary: -Mr. Н. B. Poynder. 

The report of the TEES-3IDE SUB-CENTRE also was read; it stated 
that they had had nine meetings, and in addition to these, the Com- 
mittee had arranged for Dr. Thornton to give three lectures. It 
was suggested that next session an earlier start should be made 
with the meetings, and, if the necessary support was forthcoming, 
they should, if possible, be held fortnightly. 

Major T. Rich, O.B.E., then delivered a lecture upon Electricity 
on the Western Front," which was highly appreciated. 

LivERPOOL SUB-CENTRE.—The first annual general meeting was 
held at Liverpool on April 26th, at which the new committee for 
the session 1920-21 was elected, and the annual report presented. 
The meeting was followed by a &moking concert. The report 
states that five general meetings have been held with an average 
attendance of 106. It is recommended that the Liverpool area 
should be defined by straight lines between the following towns :— 
Southport, Prestatyn, Wrexham, Warrington, Wigan, and back to 
Southport. Southport and Wigan are at present included in the 
Preston area, but the members are to be invited to decide which 
sub-Centre they wish to beoome attached. The total number of 
members (including students) has inoreased from 220 in November, 
1919. to 294 up to April, 1920. Ж 
.. Birmingham Metallurgical Soclety.—The subject of Refrac- 
tories aud the Electric Furnace," was discussed by Ma. P. S. 
DEVEREUX, before the Society on April 15th. Dealing with the 
higher refractories, he pointed out that the rapid development and 


rate of adoption of the electric furnace had been phenomenal, but. 
urged that it was greatly retarded by want of suitable refractories. 
Only such materials as pure silicon carbide (810), fused alumina 
(A,20,), sintered magnesia (MgO), fused spinel (MgO 4120), 
orystalline sillimainte (A120; SiO,), and calcined zirconia (ZRO,), 
would meet the excessively high temperatures required, and have 
at the ваше time the many other desired heat, strength, and 
dielectric properties. Which of these refractory materials would 
be moet suitaole for a given case would be much more dependent 
on physical than on chemical conditions, and the desired physical. 
properties could be obtained with greater certainty with suoh 
refractories than with such materials as clay, bauxite, or calcined 
magnesite, in which the physico-chemical reactions were only 
partially completed in the finished refractory product. Fused 
alumina was also an electric furnace product being manufactured 
from bauxite and carbon. The great advantage of bricks made 
from this material over those made of unfused alumina was the. 
absence of shrinkage combined with high resistance to abrasion 
and slags. Magnesia spinel (MgO A,20,) did not soften until a. 
temperature of 2,135° C. was attained, its entectics with MgO and 
A,20, melting at 2,030 and 1,925° C. respectively. Pare magnesia 
did not liquefy until a temperature of 2,800° C. was attained. If 
any quantit ез of alumina, no matter how small and not exceeding 
70 per cent., be mixed with the magnesia, the liquefaction 
temperature dropped from 2,800 to 2,030 C. By mixing together 
magnesia and alumina in the proportion of 72 of A,20, to 28 of 
magnesia, the compound magnesium aluminate would form even 
at temperatures considerably below its melting point. Refractories 
might, added Mr. Devereux, help in the conservation of fuel. In 
a high temperature furnace or kiln where the internal temperature 
required was higher than the refra:tory lining would withstand, it 
was customary to protect this lining by artificial cooling, either by 
means of air or water. Such artificial cooling resulted in & great 
waste of heat, and a corresponding greater consumption of fuel. 
The ideal arrangement would be to cover the outside of the furnace 
with & goolthermal insulator so as to retain the heat in the 
furnace. Tbe development of refractory materials which would 
permit the thermal insulation of industrial furnaces would result 
in an enormoas fuel saving. ' i 
- Warrington Blectrical Society. —The inaugural meeting will be 
held on Friday, 30th inst., at the Pelican Hotel, Warrington. A 
comprehensive programme of lectures of an educational nature is 
being arranged. : 

Iron and Steel Institute. —Responding to the toast of Kindred 
Associations,” at the anuual dinner of the Staffordshire Iron and 
Steel Institute, at Dadley, on Saturday, Dr. C. C. Garrard, chairman 
of the South Midland Centre of the I.E.E., said the electrical 
engineering trade was indispensable to the iron and steel manu- 
facturer. That was shown during the war, and he believed he was 
correct in saying that there were installed during the war more 
electrical rolling mills than the total number that existed before 
the war. The electrical manufacturer was not getting the number 
of steel forgings and the like that he wanted, and the future of 
electrical engineering depended upon his ability to get an adequate 
supply of these materials. The industry at the present time stood 
in great danger owing to the scarcity of these essentials, and to 
the high prices. He had no doubt there were good reasons for the 
increased prices, but steel plates had gone up four times and 
forginga for electrical machinery three times. They were being 
invited by everybody in authority to increase exporte, in whioh 
direction the question of prices was a very important one. Before 
the war there was considerable competition from Germany in 
exports, and now the war was over it was still a very difficult 
proposition, but the competition had passed from the old world to 
the new. There was no doubt in his mind that the cost of eleo- 
trical machinery in America was less than in this country at the 
present time. The future, he was afraid, wae dark. They had 
the: workman continually asking for increased wages in his 
endeavour to keep up with the increased cost of living, and 
perhaps they could hardly blame him for that. On the other 
hand, they had the manufacturer content to go on increasing his 
prices, not only for iron and steel, inflating his capital to the 
increased level of prices, and hoping that something would turn up 
to avert the Nemesis that was in front of them. They had got to 
increase their exports. Some people thought the Government 
would provide the solution, but he had little faith in that. He 
thought it was up the manufacturers themselves. They repre- 
sented the knowledge, the intelligence, and the experience, and 
they had got to provide the solution. He thought such Institutes 
should discuss the commercial as well as the technical side of the 
matter. They were continually told they must increase production, 
bat they must come forward with conorete proposals. It seemed 
to him that if manufacturers, engineers, and ironmasters, could get 
together and appoint Commissions it would be the best way out. 
The Commiasions should consist of the best brains in industry, to 
suzgest how production costs could be decreased. The key of the 
solution was co-operation, and he was certain it would be best for 
the country and for themselves. If they did not do this it would 
be forced upon them either by fast-declining trade or the advent 
of a Socialist Government, neither of which alternatives they 


wanted. 2E n 

Society of Chemical Industry.—On Friday last at a conference of 
the Chemical Engineering Group of thia society at Birmingham Uni- 
versity, Mr. Н. Blyth read a paper on Modern High-Speed Electric 
Telpherage and its Applications in Ohemical Works,” giving details 
as to the invention, early application, and development of electrical 
telpherage in the United Kingdom, with notes on contemporary 
progress abroad. Mr. H. J. H. King spoke on Pneumatic Con- 
veying of Coal and Similar Substances" ; Captain C. J. Goodwin 
on Portable Conveyors and Transporting Trucks ” ; Mr. Gordon В, 
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Layton on Pneumatio Conveying of Granular Substances ; Mr. 


A.X. Marshall on The Development and Use of Labour-Saving. 


Devices in the American Chemical Industry "; Mr. H. Varndall on 
„The Importance of the Mechanical Handling of Material in its 
Relation to Production Costa." Automatio Weighing and Filling 
‘Machines for Liquids" was the subject of a paper by Mr. H. F. 
Broadhurst. . 


\ 


Edinburgh Electrical Soclety.—On April 21st, Mr. J. McEwan 
Brown, of the Post Office Telephone Service, lectured to the above 
society on “ Telephones.” The paper was illustrated by diagrams 
and apparatus, and dealt chiefly with the development of the tele- 
phone. The theory of phantom cirouits was explained in an 
interesting manner, and discussed by the members. | 
On Saturday, April 24th, the society visited the works of Messrs. 

Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd., at East Pilton, and was much impressed 
with the variety, size, and quantity of the machines in process of 
b.liding for home and export use. | 

"The annual meeting of the society, which is the last of this 
seesion, will be held at the Philosophical Institute on Wednesday, 
May 12th, when the council will be elected and prizes distributed. 


+ 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Bditors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 

: tsohmical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELBOTBICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, . 


“Stepney B.C. Finance and Parliamentary Committee, on 
the recommendation of the General Purposes, Staff and Edu- 
cation Committee, recommends that in lieu of the inclusive 
salary now being paid to the borough electrical engineer and 
manager, Mr. W. C. P. ТаАРРЕК, he be paid an inclusive flat 
rate salary of £1,700 per annum as from April Ist, that the 
salary be in full discharge of all existing or future bonuses 
unless and until the cost of living further increases to at least 
160 per cent. over pre-war figures as shown by the B.O.T. 
returns. The salary, according to the scale of the A. E. E. 
of Great Britain would be £1,705; the present salary of the 
electrical engineer is £1,200. 

, Dover Corporation has granted the following increases of 
salary to ofticials at the electricity works: Chief engineer, to 
£020, including £220 bonus; chief assistant engineer, to £400; 
mains engineer, to 4300; all from April Ist last. 

The following appointments have been made in connection 
with the Tasmanian State hydroelectric department. Mr. 
BurrERS, the chief engineer and general manager was leaving 
ón & business visit to America and England, and Mr. F. M. 
Nicholl (who for some years was in charge of electricity sta- 
tions in England, and afterwards was chief of the Kolar Gold- 
fields) was appointed deputy chief engineer and general man- 
ager. Mr. R. Morse was appointed engineer for electrical 
designs; Mr. F. W. Echlin is supply and transport superin- 
tendent; Mr. E. F. Du Rieu was appointed engineer for 
electrical construction; Mr. C. C. Halkyard will, at an early 
date, take up the duties of engineer-in-charge of hydraulic 
designs in addition to present hydraulic designing, estimating, 
and survey work, so as to free Mr. A. H. Bastow from every- 
thing but construction in the field. Mr. Bastow, civil en- 
gineer, will relinquish the design eide of hydraulic work and 
concentrate upon construction work. 

' Captain J. HuNTINGTON has been appointed district manager 
for Bristol and the South-West of England by Messrs. Simplex 
Conduits, Ltd. He joined the firm 18 years ago. In the 
éarly days of the war he took a commission, saw much active 
Service, was mentioned in despatches, and gazetted captain. 
He rejoined his old firm in 1919. | 

` Rochdale Corporation Electricity Committee proposes that 
the salary of the electrical engineer, Mr. F. H. Rupp, be 
increased from £500 to £700 per annum, with further in- 
creases of £50 next year and £50 in 1922. The Tramways 
Committee recommends that the salary of the general man- 
ager, Mr. G. WEBSTER, be increased from £600 to £800 per 
rear. | 

Mr. J. R. LtttrRER and Mr. С. H. Jrssor, members of the 
Rotherham Corporation electricity staff, who are leaving, 
have been presented by their colleagues with & gold watch 
and a case of Treasury notes respectively. : 
Mr. C. Н. Barrett, of Wendover, has been appointed mains 
desistant at the Avleshury Corporation electricity works. 

. Mr. T. TcnNER has been appointed by the Board of Trade 
secretarv to the Water Power Resources Committee in the 
place of Mr. R. T. G. French, who will continue to assist in 
the work of the Committee so far as his new duties as gecre- 
{агу to the Electricity Commission will permit. Mr. Turner's 
сое is: Board of Trade Offices, Great George Street, 
. Mr. C. T. WirkiNsoN, ‘London manager of the Milliken 
Manufacturing Svndicate, has been appointed by President 
Townley. of the American I. E. E., on the recommendation of 
Mr. E. B. Mever, Chairman of the Transmission and Distri- 
bution Committee, to membership of that committee, an 
honour which we believe has not been conferred on any other 
engineer outside the United States. 


Mr. О. M. Снармак has left the War Department employ 
at Aldershot, where he was a shift engineer, to take up an 
appointment with & large industrial concern in Kent. Mr. 
F. Phil, also until recently employed on the staff at the 
central electric power station, Aldershot, has entered the 
service of Winchester Corporation electricity department. 

Mr. W. O. CAMERON is leaving the staff of the central elec-. 
tric power station, Aldershot Command, where he has been 
a shift engineer for the past 14 months, in order to take up 
a position with the Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply CO. 

Mr. A. Marks has been appointed representative for Messrs. 
Albert Lee & Co., Ltd., m the Southern and Eastern Counties 
in the place of Mr. W. P. Kerr, who has been transferred as 
representative for the North of England. : 


Will.—The late Mr. R. N. Jackson, chairman of Р. R. 
Jackson & Co., Ltd., of Salford, left £128,330 gross and 
£93,178 net pereonalty. | | * 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Locomobile Engineering Co., Ltd. (166,717).—Private. 
company. Registered April 21st. Capital, £500 in #1 shares. To carry on 
the business of general, motor and electrical engineers, blacksmiths, copper 
and tin smiths, manufacturers of and dealers in motors, &c. The first 
directors are: С. W. Capewell, 56, Rawelifle Road, Walton, Liverpool; Егей. 
Ambler; Frank Ambler, 130, Carisbrooke Road, Walton, Liverpool, motor 
haulage contractor, Registered office: 464, Eastbourne Street, Aintree, Liver- 


Wm. Anderton & Co., Ltd. (166,308).—Private company. 
Registered April ł2th. Capital, 25,000 in EI shares. То take over the busi- 
ness of electrical engineers, &c., carried on by W., C., and T. Anderton at 
16 and 18, Fenney Street and 2, Cornett Street, Higher Broughton, Man- 
chester, and the Promenade, Rhos-on-Sea, North Wales, as ‘* William Ander- 
ton & Co." The first directors are; W. Anderton, King’s Mount, Rhos Road, 
Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay; С. Anderton, Hazel Bank, Singleton Road, 
Kersal; T. Anderton, Hill Crescent, Singleton Road, Kersal. Solicitor: F. 
Wills, 22, Booth Street, Manchester. 


Spanish and General Corporation, Ltd. (166,682) .— 
Registered April 19th. Capital, £500,000 in £l shares. To take over the 
business of the Spanish and General Wireless Trust, Ltd. (in liquidation), to 
acquire, hold, sell and turn to account shares and securities of any company 
established in the U.K., the British Colonies or dependencies, Spain or any 
other foreign country, &c. The first directors are: Godfrey C. Isaacs, Lyne 
Grove, Virginia Water; Alfonso Marconi, 75, Harley House, Regent's Park, 
N.W.; Capt. M. H. P. R. Sankey, 57, Castlebar Road, Ealing; S. F. St. 
Jermain Steadman, 4, Clever Road, N.W.6. Qualification, £100. Remunera- 
tion, £200 each per annum, with an additional £200, divided between them, 
for every 1 per cent. above 5 per cent. distributed as dividend on the ordi- 
nary shares. Secretary: H. W. Corby. Solicitors: Coward and Hawksley, 
Sons and Chance, 30, Mincing Lane, E.C. Registered office: Marconi House, 
Strand, W.C. 


A. Spooner & Co., Ltd. (166,602).—Private company. 
Registered April 19th. Capital, 21,000 in #1 shares. To carry on the busi- 
ness of electricians, electrical, motor, mechanical, telephone, heating, venti- 
lating, consulting and general engineers, &c. The first directors are: A. 
Peel, 239, Manchester Road, Nelson; W. Ramsbottom, 34, Rock Mount, 
Whalley Road, Accrington; J. Ramsbottom, 19, Owen Street, Accrington ; 
A. Spooner, 49, Aitken Street, Accrington. Secretary: W. Ramsbottom. 
Registered office: 96, Whalley Road, Accrington. : 


Amalgamated Firms, Ltd. (166,503).— Registered April 
16th. Capital, £200,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business of electricians, 
accumulator manufacturers, manufacturers of electrical appliances, engineers, 
suppliers of electricity and electrical machinery, &c. The subscribers (each 
with one share) are: W. L. Hodges, The Twining, Grove Park, S. E., 
solicitor; A. Warren, 45, Morley Road, Lewisham, S.E., clerk; and five 
clerks. Minimum cash subscription, £7. The subscribers are to appoint the 
first directors. Solicitor: E. C. Simmons, 12, Finch Lane, E.C. = 


Magstarlite, Ltd. (166,533).—Private company. Regis- 
tered April 17th. Capital, £2,500 in £1 shares. To take over, as from Apri) 
12th, 1920, the undertaking of P. G. Broom and T. Cartledge, trading as the 
“ Magstarlite," and to carry on the business of mechanical and electrical 
engineers, manufacturers апа patentees of ше: car lighting sets, 
dynamos, insulators, accumulators, &c. The first directors are: P. G. oom, 
18, Avonwick Road, Heston, Hounslow; T. Cartledge, 284, Bath Road, 
Hounslow; Н. R. Harris (secretary), 45, Agamemnon Road, West Hamps 
Registered office: 22, Western Broadway, King Street, W. . 


Bennett & Rutherford, Ltd. (11,134).—Private company. 
Registered in Edinburgh April 14th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To take 
over the business of mechanical and electrical engineers, merchants, agenta 
and manufacturers and suppliers of electric current carried on by W. Bennett 
and R. Simple at 254, West George Street, Glasgow, as Bennett and 
Rutherford." The subscribers (each with one share) are: W. Bennett, 254, 
West George Street, Glasgow, electrical engineer; R. Simple, 179, West 
George Street, Glasgow, engineer; A. S. Paterson, 254, West George Street, 
Glasgow, electrical engineer. The first directors are: W. Bennett, R. Simple 
and A. S. Paterson. Registered office: 254, West George Street, Glasgow. 


Kendall & Gent, Ltd. (166,527).—Registered April 16th. 
Capital, £150,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business of machine toot 
makers carried. on by Kendall & Gent, Ltd., at Victoria Works, Gorton, 
Manchester. The first directors are: A. H. Baldwin, Southernhay, West 
Didsbury, Manchester; E. Harper, 12, Sandeleigh Avenue, Withington, Man- 
chester; J. Westall, Cedar Villa, Highfield, Gorton, Manchester; A. Tongue, 
Da Vince House, Eccles; F. C. Mosley, Crumpsall Grove, Crumpsall, Man- 
chester; C. E. H. Baldwin, Southernhay, West Didsbury, Manchester. Secre- 
tary: J. Maguire. Registered office: Victoria Works, Williams Road, Gorton, 
Manchester. 


Telephos, Ltd. (166,495).—Registered April 15th. Capital 
£30.000 in 35,652 ordinary and 40,000 ‘ " preference and 44, 348 B 
preference shares of 5s. each. To adopt an agreement with the Telephos 
Domestic and Street Lighting Co., Ltd., and H. H. Foster, the liquidator 
for the acquisition of certain rights and property referred to therein, to light, 
extinguish .and control at a distance all kinds of gas, to light with . gas, 
electricity or other illuminating means or appliances, roads, streets, houses, 
shops, buildings, railways and wharves, &c. The first directors are: A. 


Ltd., &c.); Sir James Heath, Bt., Oxenden Hall, Market Harborough (director, 
English Oilfields, Ltd.); Е. W. Wright, 6, Vale Avenue, Chelsea, S. W. 
(director, Cowie Harbour Coal Co., Ltd.); A. E. Broadberry, Ellerslle, Buck- 
hurst Hill, Essex; J. H. Swinson, 44, Oxford Mansions, W. Minimum cash 
subscription, 7 shares. Secretaries: C. L. Anderson. & Co. Registered office: 
005-6-9, Salisbury House, E. C. КОИХ | 
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„~. Farner - Brotiters- Asbestos Co., Ltd. (166,085).— Private 
eompany. Registered April l9th. Capital, £100 ia £1 shares. To acquire 
the business of a company of similar name, incorporated in 1899 and now 
in liquidation, and to carry on the same and any other business for the tlme 
bring acquired. ог carried on by this company for the benefit and under the 
control of Turner & Newall, Ltd., who are the permanent managers. ‘lhe 
first directors are: Sir Sam Turner, Chaseley, Rochdale; R. Turner, Dene- 
hurst, Rochdale; C. H. Turner, Falinge Corner, Rochdale; S. Turner, jun., 
Spring Bank, Bamford, Rochdale; R. H. Turner, Thrum Hall, Rochdale (all 
directors of Turner, Newall & Co,, Ltd., Samuel Turner & Co., Ltd., and 
Asbestos and Electrical Fittings Co., Ltd.); Solicitors: Jackson & Co., Roch- 
dale, Secretary: Н. S. Howorth. Registered office: Woodland Road, Spot- 
land, Rochdale. | Pr 

Newall’s Insulatión Co., Ltd. (166,700).—Private com- 
pany. Registered April 19th. Capital, £100 in 21 shares. To acquire the 
business .of a company. of same name, incorporated in 1908 and now in 
liquidation, and to carry on the same and any other business for the time 
being acquired or carried on by this company for the benefit and under the 
control ol Turner & Newall, Ltd., who are the permanent managers. The 
firs directors are: F. S. Newall, Castle Hill, Wylam, Northumberland; G. 
S. Newall,.Sunniside, Hexham, Northumberland; N. D. Newall, Low Warden, 
Hexham, Northumberland; M.. Robson, The Cedars, Lyndhurst Road, Benton, 
Northumberland. The two first named are directors of the Washington 
Chemical Co., Ltd., and Turner & Newall, Ltd., and F. S. Newall is also а 
direotor of various electrical and other companies. Registered office: Wood- 
land Road, Spotland, Rochdale. | | ‚ 

. Coventry Automatic Telephones, Ltd. (166,752).—Private 
company. Registered April 23rd. Capital, £60,000 in £1 shares, To acquire 
the benefit of certain inventions relating to automatic telephone systems, 
exchanges or apparatus, to adopt sgreeinents (1) with the North Electric 
Manufacturing Co., of Galion, Ohio, U. S. A., F. R. McBerty and K. B. 
Miller, and (2) with the General Electric Co., Ltd., Pecl-Conner Telephone 
Works, Ltd., and M. S. Conner; to carry on (with due regard in the U.K. 
to any exclusive or other rights for the time being vested in H.M. Postmaster- 
General) the business of a telephone, telegraph and electric light, heat and 
power supply company, controllers of telephone exchanges, &c. Nominated 
directors: M. S. Conner, Copsewood, Grange Stoke, Coventry; J. Fraser, 31, 
Copthall Avenue, E.C.; H. P. Wells, 67, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.; F. R. 
McBerty, Galion, Ohio, U.S.A.; K. B. Miller, Galion, Ohio, U.S.A. M. S. 
Conner, J. Fraser and Н. P. Wells and any directors appointed in their 
aces by the General Electric Co., Ltd., are permanent. F. R. McBerty and 
. B. Miller and any directors appointed in their places by the North Electric 
Manufacturing Co. may hold oflice so long as that company retains £7,500 
ordinary shares. Secretary: P. P. Kipping. Registered office: 71a, Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C. i 


F. W. Biand & Co., Ltd. (166,755).—Private company. 
Registered April 23rd. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To take over the busi- 
ness of an electrica! and mechanical engincer carried on by F, W. Bland 


at 68, Crosby Street, Maryport, Cumberland, as Е. W. Bland." The first 


directors are: F. W. Bland (permanent managing director), 27, Coronation 
Street, Maryport; R. B. Ritson, Kirkby House, Maryport; R. Ferguson, 14, 
Church Street, Maryport; E. Prior, 13, Curzon Street, Maryport. Qualifica- 
tion, E50. Secretary: E. Prior. Registered office: 68, Crosby Street, Mary- 


port. | | | 
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. OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
S COMPANIES; О 


Woodbridge and District Electric Light Co., Ltd.—Parti- 
eulars of £7,50u debentures created February 9th, 1920. Present issue 250. 
Property charged: the company's undertaking and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital, No trustees. | 


Trafford Power and Light Supply (1902), Ltd.—Satis- 
faction in full of debentures dated June gth, 1915, and June 10th, 1918, 
securing £15,000 and £20,000 respectively. 


Herne Bay Gas and Electricity Co., Ltd.—Mortgage or 
charge, by way of resolution, dated August 10th, 1911, to secure 2, 500 de- 
benture stock charged on company's undertaking. No trustees. (Registered 
April 16th, 1920, pursuant to Order of Court.) ‚ E 

New Trafford Engineering Co., Ltd.—First mortgage 
debenture dated April 8th, 1720, to secure £15,000, charged on the company's 
undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. 
Holders; D. A. Prosser and C. M. Jeram, 190-2, Portland Street, W. 


Premier Electric Welding Co. (Swansea), Ltd. (166,422). 
—Private company. Registered April 14th. Capital, £20,000 in £1 shares. 
To carry on the business indicated by the title. The subscribers (each with 
one share) are: J. G. de C. Coke, Bank Buildings, St. James Street, S.W.; 
A. L. Haggerty, Bank Buildings, St. James Street, S.W. The subscribers 
are to appoint the first directors, Solicitors; Bircham & Co., 46, Parliament 
Street, S. W. ; А 
James Scott, Ltd.—Equitable mortgage charged on cer- 
tain. freehold land and premises at Knowsley Road, Bootle, Lancs., dated 
March 22nd, 1920, to secure all moneys due or to become due from company 
to Bank of Liverpool and Martins, Ltd., not exceeding £12,000. 


Electrical Apparatus Co., Ltd.—Mortgage dated March 
31st, 1920, to secure all moneys due or to become due from company to 
London Joint City and Midland Bank, Ltd., charged on Vauxhall Works, 
South Lambeth Road, S.W. 


Staffordshire Electrical Accessories Co., Ltd.—Debenture 
dated April 8th, 1920, to secure £1,735 charged on company’s undertaking 
and property, including uncalled capital. Holders: H. F. Howells, 40, Lich- 
geld Street, Hanley, 

Fredk. R. Butt & Co., Ltd.—Charge on 10, Devonshire 


Grove, Old Kent Road, S. E., dated April 8th, 1920, to secure all moneys due 
or to become due from company to London Joint City aod Midland Bank, Ltd. 


RR 
CITY NOTES. 


Mr. E. Garcke presided at the annual 


Brush meeting on Monday. He said that the 
Electrical balance sheet showed a further substantial 
Engineering . improvement in the position of the com- 

Co., Ltd. pany. The gross profit amounted to 


E . £997,460, compared with £159,254 in the 
preceding year.. The general charges had increased from 
£22,829 to £25,852. The net profits were £148,685, an in- 
crease of £57,687. He wished to repeat a statement that he 

n the jest meeting when he sei thet if in future they 


were able to declare dividends at what might be regarded as 
high rates, it should be borne in mind that the capital was 
amall in relation to the size of the undertaking, and the 
volume of business now done. It was a small capital because 
if was written down drastically at a time when it was im- 
possible to earn profits in this country by the manufacture 
of electrical apparatus because of the legislative and fiscal con- 
ditions then obtaining. The sum of £85,000 which they were 
carrying forward might appear large, but they had to provide 
for excess profits duty. The output from the works during 
the year under review had been large in both the rolling stock 
and the engineering departments, and the amount of work 
in hand and the number of orders flowing in were consider- 
able.. The improvement in the business was due mainly to the 
development of their standard lines of manufacture, and only 
to a small extent to residual war orders. Immediately on the 
Signing of the armistice in November, 1918, they. took in 
hand thé change over from the production of war material 
on which they were then exclusively engaged, to industrial 
work, with the result that thev were quickly in a position 
to resume their normal manufactures. Such extensions as 
they were able to carry out during the war had been adapted 
as far as possible for the purposes of their normal business, 
but they had proved to be quite insufficient to meet the 
increasing demands made upon them. During 1919 they .had 
increased their capacity for. building railway, tramway, and 
other rolling stock, and they were still improving and adding 
to their facilities in that department. On the engineering 
side there had been great development in the orders for 
Brush-Ljungstrom turbo alternators and auxiliaries, and the 
demand for that plant was now only limited by their capacity 
io supply. The orders received this year exceeded by more 
than 75 per cent. those for the corresponding period of 1919, 
and already they amounted to more than half the total for the 
whole of that year, which was in itself & record year. After 
careful consideration of the whole situation, the directors 
had authorised the erection of a large additional factory. to 
be devoted to the economical production of Brush-Ljungstrom 
electrical power sets. The transformer branch of the business 
had also grown very much, and they had put up a large new 
shop to help their production of transformers, which they 
hoped would be in full operation in the course of the next 
three or four months. Additional buildings and plant weré 
of little use if they were not able to command sufficient labour 
and they were experiencing great difficulty m attracting work- 
men and their families because of the lack of housing facilities. 
That was a very real difficulty at Loughborough, and it was 
clear that they must help themselves if they were to derive 
early benefit from the extensions they had in hand. To that 
end they had acquired a suitable site of six acres near the 
works on which they proposed to erect a substantial number 
of houses to meet their more pressing requirements. "They 
had been much handicapped by labour unrest, and the con- 
tinual advance in wages and materials. The uncertainties as 
to labour conditions and as to cost affected their contracts 
seriously. They, of course, covered themselves as far as they 
could against those contingencies, but it was not satisfactory 
either to themselves or their customers not to be able to carry 
out. their contracts at firm prices, and it was to be hoped 
that more settled conditions would soon be established in 
order to permit of the resumption of normal terms of contract. 
The moulders' strike had been far-reaching in its effects on 
production, which had also suffered by the general shortage 
of labour and by the stand taken by the trade unions against 
overtime being worked except in cases of special urgency. 
All their various extensions to factory and other buildings, 
plant, and tools obviously called for more capital, and the 
increase in the volume of business also required a larger work- 
ing capital. They had, therefore, decided to increase the 
authorised capital of the company from £253,000 to £600,000. 
That would take the form of ordinary shares, and arrange- 
ments for the 15sue were now under consideration. In making 
the issue, the interests of the existing shareholders, both 
ordinary and debenture stockholders, would be protected, in 
the sense that applications from them would receive pre- 
ferential consideration in the allotment of the new shares. 
In view, however, of the fact that some of the company’s 
profits had from time to time been carried to a general re- 
serve fund and spent on extensions, or otherwise employed 
in the business, and more especially in view of the heavy 
writing down of the capital in former years, the directors 
thought it only right before making any new capital issue 
and admitting new shareholders into a participation in the 
profits, that the bulk of the general reserve fund should be 
capitalised and distributed on a cent. per cent. basis to the 
holders of the existing ordinary stock. As to the future, it 
was full of hope for then. Some years ago when the com- 
pany was in dire distress, the board took off their. coats and 
put their shoulders to the wheel with a determination to gef 
the cart out of the mire. It was a heavy task, and took a 
long time. but it had been accomplished, and they felt satis- 
fied that they were now on the high road to prosperity, and 
that with the recollection of past adversitv deeplv rooted in 
their minds, they bad good guarantee that in the future they 
would keep to the centre of the road. | X i 
- Subsequently an extraordinary general meeting was held, 
at which a resolution was agreed to empowering the boerd to 
capitalise part of te undivided profits of the com pan. 


566 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[VoL 86. Wo. 3,314, APRIL 30, 1930. 


= * 


Бе, . Mr. F. E. Gripper presided at the recent 
Bromley (Kent) annual meeting. He referred to the sub- 
. Electric Light stantial improvement over the previous 
." and Power year. Costs had risen, but there had been 
Co., Ltd. a decided increase in output and consump- 
s tion. There was a considerable number of 
new consumers, and the wiring department had been busy 
during the whole of the period. The result of removal of 
rationing. would be shown more fully during 1920. They 
obtained authority for the maximum rate to be increased froin 
8d. to 9d., but the additional charge was only in force for 
three months of the year. During the past few years they 
had been unable to make substantial provision for the reserve 
fund. On coming to renew the plant, &c., the cost would 
be double what wae on the books at the present time. Bulk 
supply was to be taken from the West Kent Power Co. to 
supplement their own. A supplementary supply would Ue 
an advantage, and would eave additional expenditure that 
they would otherwise have to deal with before long. - 


Mr. Douglas Viekers, M.P., presided at 
the annual meeting, held at Sheffield on 
E d inst. He referred to the acquisition 
since the last meeting of the Metropolitan Wagon & Carriage 
Co., Taylor Bros. & Co., and W. T. Glover & Co. He briefly 
mentioned the new industries that they had taken up to 
replace the production of armaments, and to the purchase 
jointly with the Metropolitan Co. of the controlling interest 
in the British Westinghouse Co., with its connections in 
France and Italy. The name was subsequently changed to 
the Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co. Relations with the 
American Westinghouse Co., however, still continued on the 
most intimate and friendly lines, and further connections 
had. been made with Brown, Boveri & Co., the well-known 
Swiss electrical firm. With this combination they would 
have the benefit of a world-wide experience in the design of 
a large range of materials which had been proved to suit 
both European practice and that of other countries. The 
electrical works of the company were very full of work, and 
the present prospects were excellent. Sheffield works would 
share, as certain sections of the material will be made there. 
As far as Vickers’ other interests were concerned, the Barrow 
works had been extremely busy with shipbuilding, and they 
had every reason to suppose that they would continue to be 
so for some time to come. Contracts for a term of years 
had been made with the Cunard and other companies. The 
first of the Cunarders had been launched, and another one 
had been laid down. The Barrow works was also building 
a large number of oil tankers, fitted with internal combustion 
engines of their own type. On the engineering side of these 
works also they were repairing and reboilering a large number 
of locomotive engines, and were making several different 
types of machinery, so that this section also was well provided 
with work. The company’s Crayford works were increasing 
their output of sewing machines satisfactorily, and were also 
helping the Wolseley Co. by manufacturing certain standard 
motor-car elements for them. The firm’s works at Ipswich 
had been transterred to a subsidiary company, formed jointly 
with Petters, Ltd., for the manufacture of medium-sized 
internal combustion engines. These works were very busy. 
The number of workmen employed by the firm had decreased 
very inuch from that employed during the war, which, at 
one time, rose to 107,000 in the company’s factories, including 
the Wolseley Co. It had now got down to about 44,000, of 
which 3,600 were women. These figures did not include the 
Metropolitan Co., Taylor Bros., Glovers, or Metropolitan- 
Vickers’ interests. Taking the year as a whole, it had been 
one of extreme difficulty, due to changes in trade, shortage 
of materials, reduction in working hours, and repeated in- 
creases in wages. For a long time customers held off, think- 
ing that prices would go down, and they were late in realising 
that there was no prospect of this for some time to come. 
Manufacturers also were unable to quote firm prices for work 


— 


. i Vickers, Ltd. 


of any magnitude, owing to the continued rises of wages and . 


materials. In addition to this, there was an almost universal 
restless spirit, and in many branches the output was at first 
very low.. The year ended unfortunately with the moulders’ 
strike, which lasted many weeks, and, in the end, was throw- 
ing many of the firm's engineers out of employment through 
want of machining material. Happily, this strike ended early 
this year, and the general opinion was that there was a 
marked improvement in the spirit of the workers among all 
classes, and it appeared as if 1920 was proceeding, and likelv to 
continue, under very much more satisfactory conditions. The 
speaker alluded in some detail to their continued inability 
to publish the accounts. Some negotiations with the Govern- 
ment were outstanding even for 1916. The negotiations were 
proceeding amicably, and they had no reason to suppose that 
they would not be fairly treated. 


Mr. J. B. Hamilton presided at the an- 

Bath Electric nual meeting, in London, last week. He 
Tramways, Ltd. said that like all statutory undertakings 
they had had a difficult vear. They 

had been helped by the fine weather. Owing to this 
fact and to their being able in April last vear to obtain 
powers to increase fares the total revenue had been increased 
Һу £37,344 to 2100.000. The expenses increased by £34,035, 
leaving an excess aurplus over the previons year of £3,300, 


but they were bound to deduct the cost of eome renewals. 
Their increase in fares was made under a temporary Act. 
After referring to the wage and hours of labour demands, and 
to meetings that were taking place last week in regard to 
such demands, the speaker said that a further Act to keep 
alive the previous increase in charges and extend its powers 
had passed second reading in the House of Commons, and 
if passed the directors hoped to place the position before the 
Ministry so that their petition would be granted. The under- 
taking had been in operation for 16 to 17 years, айй within 
the next two or three years—perhaps earlier—they would 
have to spend upon the track sums equal to % times what 
it cost to lay the original track. On this account he would 
not be satisfied until they had doubled the amount of £45,000 
standing to the contingencies and renewals account. Another 
reason for not paying the dividend on the preferred ordinary 
shares was to be found in the terms of their Act regarding 
higher fares. The directors contemplated the formation of a 
subsidiary company to take over the motor omnibus and 
char-à-banc business. If they did so the shares would be 
offered in the first instance to the shareholders of Bath Tram- 
ways, Ltd. The motor „ would pay a considerable 
portion of the capital in cash to the tramway which would 
have the necessary funds to carry out the necessary renewals. 


Mr. A. F. Berry presided at the annual 
British Electric meeting on April 20th. He said that they 
Transformer had carried out large extensions to the 
Co., Ltd. buildings at Hayes, and purchased free- 
hold land for future developments. The 
gross profit on trading had increased by nearly £28,000. The 
profit was over 70 per cent. more than that of the previous 
year—the issued capital had been increased by over 60 per 
cent.—and the position disclosed in the accounts was highly 
satisfactory. Referring to the dividend of 10 per cent., and 
bonus of 2} per cent. on the ordinary shares, he said he 
hoped it might be possible, when the company got well into 
its post-war stride, to do something still better for the ordinary 
shareholders, who had so willingly agreed to improve the 
fixed preference dividend. In regard to the new issue of 
capital, he said that shareholders sometimes felt that they 
alone should be given an opportunity of taking further shares, 
and those holding shares in this company would undoubtedly 
feel that the present opportunity was even better than that 
which the directors were able to afford for investment last 
year, but the directors desired as large a bodv of shareholders 
as possible, and were particularly interested to receive the 
applications of those who were in any way connected with 
the electrical, engineering, or allied industries, as such share- 
holders, particularly the small active ones, could and did 
help thern in their business, to which they lent considerable 
strength. So far as could be seen, it would not be necessary 
to issue any further shares for some time to come. Replying 
to & question by & shareholder. the chairman said that in 
connection with the transformer business they were inundated 
with orders from all over the world. They had orders booked 
to the absolute limit of their present producing power, and 
saw no limit to the demand for their product. They had 
practically completed the building operations which they 
determined upon and started as soon as possible after the 
armistice. The issue they were making was a large one, 
namely, £325,000, and the directors considered it waa a wise 
policy, particularly in these times, to have it underwritten, 
especially as the issuing house were very nearly presenting 
the company with their services. = 
The first annual report (1919) states that 
English the balance to the credit of profit and loss 
Electric Co., Ltd. account (including certain undistributed 
profits on subsidiary companies at January 
Ist, 1919) is £410,835. Debenture interest and trustees’ fees 
absorb £23,943; expenses of debenture issue, £115,660; pre- 
liminary expenses, £17,385; transfer to capital reserve, 


£100,000; preference dividend 6 per cent., less tax, £79,842; . 


balance to carry forward £45,302. The company is, for the 
tine being, a holding one, deriving its profits in the main 
from dividends on shares from its subsidiary companies. It 
has always been, and still is, the intention of the directors 
to consolidate the different constituents into one manufac- 
turing entity, but the process is slow, especially at the 
present time. During the greater part of the year under 
review the several works were occupied in the conversion 
of the plant from war conditions to those suitable for com- 
mercial requirements. As this company owns the whole of 
the shares of the Coventry Ordnance Works, Ltd., and the 
Phenix Dynamo Manufacturing Co., Ltd., the directors have 
been able to transfer from these companies sufficient of their 
undivided profits at Januarv Ist, 1919, to permit of the 
writing-off of the whole of the discount on, and expenses of, 
the debenture issue, and of the preliminary expenses of the 
company, as well as the setting aside of £100,000 to capital 
reserve account. During the vear. negotiations for the pur- 
chase of the Siemens Dynamo Works at Stafford were brought 
to а satisfactory conclusion, but as possession was obtained 
only at the beginning of December, no profits have been 
taken in from that source. Since the beginning of 1990, an 
opportunity bas occurred for the disposal of the Secotstoun 
works belonging to the Coventry? Ordnance Co. on terms 
which the directors consider satisfactorv. The works, there- 
fore, now controlled and operated by the English Electric Co. 
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are as follows: Dick, Kerr Worke, Preston; Ordnance Works, 


Coventry; Phonix Works, Bradford; Siemens Works, Stai- 
ford, and Willans Works, Rugby, and the products cover all 
classes of electrical and allied machinery. Тһе moulders 
strike hag material reduced output, and its effects are still 
hampering production. The position of the company's order 
book is good, and the directors hope that, given the absence 
of further labour disorganisation, satisfactory results will be 
realised. During the year Sir John A. F. Aspinall and Lord 
Meston joined the board. „ e ee ka 

The Société des Cables. Electriques has 
declared a dividend at the rate of 64.70 frs. 
per ordinary share for 1919, founder shares 
- 0. receiving 284 frs. each. >. 

The Société Anonyme pour la Fabrication des Appareils de 
Chauffage par l'Electricité, whose general meeting was held 
Д at Lyons, decided to pay a dividend of 70 frs. net рег 

are. | 


French | 
- Compauies. 


The Société Centrale pour Industrie Electrique reports 


net profits of 1,049,000 frs. in 1919, as contrasted with 888,000 
frs. in the previous year. A dividend at the rate of 25 frs. 
per share has been sanctioned, being the same as in 1918. . 
The Société Francaise deg Electrodes reports gross. profits, 
excluding the balance forward, of 1,530,000 frs. for 1919, as 
compared with 1,033,000 frs. in the previous year. It is 
proposed to pay a dividend of 40 frs. per share, or at the 
rate of 8 per cent. x s 
| The accounts of Julius Pintsch A.G., of 
Berlin, after making provision for. depre- 
ciation, show net profits of 2,952,000 marks 
for 1919, as compared with 1,889,000 marks 
The directors recommend a dividend 


German 
Companies. 


* : . 
in the previous year. 


at the rate of 15 per cent., this contrasting with 10 per cent., 


and & bonus of 47 marks per share in 1918. 

The Treuhand Bank fur Elektrische Industrie, of Berlin, 
which belongs to the group of the A.E.G., and the Felten 
and Guilleaume Co., reports net profits of 948,000 marks for 
1919, after having written off 1,139,000 marks for losses 
through depreciation of securities. It is proposed to pay a 
dividend of 6 per cent., as compared with no distribution in 
1918, on а paid-up capital of 13,750,000 marks. 

The directors of the Hamburg Hochbahn A:G. recommend 
for 1919 a dividend at the rate of 14 per cent. on the “А” 
shares, and $ per cent. on the '" B shares, these contrasting 
with 6 and 5 per cent. respectively in 1918. The guarantee 
of the State of Hamburg, however, raises the rate on the 
A“ shares to 5 per cent. The net profits are returned at 
764,000 marks, as compared with 2,289,000 marks in 1918. 

The report of the Land und Seckabelwerke A.G., of Cologne- 
Nippes, states that the degree of activity in 1919 was favour- 
able and the working results satisfactory. After setting aside 
95,000 marks for depreciation as against 569,000 marks in 
1918, the accounts show net profits of 1,038,000 marks, as 
compared with 824,00 marks, and a dividend of 15 per cent. 
is proposed, this contraeting with 19 per cent. in 1918. The 
stock of orders brought over into 1990 is said to be good, and 
to have since been maintained on a favourable level. 

The report of the Robert Bosch A.G., of Stuttgart, dealing 
with the third financial vear, ended on September 30th, 1919, 
states that the transition froin war work to ordinary manu- 
factures was completed, but despite the increase in eale prices 
the value of the turnover was not inconsiderably less than in 
the preceding vear. A considerable loss was incurred by the 
eale offices in Frankfort, Vienna, and Buda Pesth, but onlv 
that of the first mentioned affected the balance sheet, as the 
losses in the other two cases concerned the independent 
balance sheet of the Vienna company. The sale offices at 
Geneva and Milan had been reopened, but it had not yet 
been possible to resume direct relations with England,*France, 
and Belgium. The directors recommend the issue of a loan 
for 19,000,000 marks, and an increase of 8.000.000 marks in 
the share capital to 20.000.000 marks. It is, however, sug- 
gested that the augmentations in the latter should proceed 
gradually, and shares for 2,000,000 marks be issued as a first 
instalment. The net profits in 1918-19 amount to 9,919,000 
marks, as against 3,799,000 marka in the preceding vear, and 
it is recommended that instead of paving & dividend the sum 
of 1,200.000 marks should be credited to the shareholders, cor- 
responding to & dividend of 10 per cent., as part payment 
for the first instalment of new shares for 92,000,000 marks, 
leaving the shareholders to pav 800,000 marks to complete the 
transaction. No dividend was paid for 1917-18. ак three- 
fourths of the net profits were transferred to the taxation 
reserve fund. 

Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has ordered 
the undermentioned to be officially quoted :— > 

Underground Electric Railways Co. of London, T.td.—267 
“А” ordinary shares of 1s. each, fully paid (Nos. 1,198,711 
to 1,198.977). | 


"Oriental Telephone and Electric Co., Ltd.— Final divi- 


dends of 3 per cent., less income tax. on the preference shares, 
making 6 per cent. for 1919, and of 6 per cent. on the ordinary 
(free of income tax), making 10 per cent. for the year; also 
a honus of 2 per cent. on the ordinary, free of tax. 


` Erinoid. Ltd.—Interim dividend of 15 per cent. per an- 
num for the half-vear. | 
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Folkestone Electricity Supply Co. 'Ltd.—The report for 
) etates thi t of 13,330 8-о.Р. lamps were 
conhected during the year (the largest increase in any yesr. 


stantial increase, but cost of fuel, Ке. | ' to 
7 8 „ &c., has continued to 


provisions of the. Statutory Undertakings .Act, and опе of 


of not more than 42 per cent. per annum on the ordinary - 
The profit on revenue accounts from the three 
undertakings was £14,302, plus £965 brought forward. In- 
terest on debenture stock and preference dividend are provided 
for, £7,703 is carried to depreciation, 43 per cent. (less in- 
come tax) is recommended on the ordinary shares, leaving 
£939 to carry forward: A note is attached to the report 
stating: ‘The payment of the dividend recommended is 
subject to the consent of the Electricity Commissioners 
which has not been obtained at the time of issue of this: 
report. СЭС B P 
River Plate Electricity Co. Ihe Times stat s that 
the board consider that a part of the general а eds 
properly be capitalised and divided among ordinary stock- 
holders, and they will subinit the necessary resolution at the 
general meeting to enable them forthwith to allot and issue 
seven fully-paid ordinary shares of £1 each for each £10 of 
ordinary stock held. In their report for 1919 (according to the 
Financtal Times) the directors say that the Improvement in 
revenue has been materially helped by an exceptional profit 
on exchange account, due to the large premium on cash re- 
nuttances from the Argentine to this country. The net revenue 
for the year, after providing for administration expenses, bad 
debts, and depreciutions, amounts to £57,791, which, with 
£17,012 brought forward, makes £75,403. The board recom- 
pends а „ of 7 zx cent. for the year on the ordinary 
‚ placin gener serve £: i 
у Lue g reserve £40,000, and carrying for- 


Bristol Tramways & Carriage Co., Ltd.—Reven уг 
1919 £848,050; working and general expenses and Eon 
£772,430 ; net revenue (including balance brought forward) 
£90,319. Debenture and other interest £22,575: interest (car- 
ried to reserve) on uninvested portion of reserve fund 46.486 
4 per cent. preference dividend (subject to tax) £14,000: divi- 
dend on ordinary shares 7 per cent. for the vear, £35 000; 
carried forward £12,258. The receipts of the tramways de- 
partment showed an increase of £56,992, and those of the 
carriage department an increase of £36,142. Passengers car- 
ried 72,838,076, an increase of 11,024,959. The Minister of 
Transport declined to accede to the Corporation's application 
for a further extension of time for the exercise of its option 
to purchase. Mr. C. Challenger, after 40 years' service, and 
for reasons of ill-health, resigned the managership. He will 


join the board. Lieut.-Col. S. E. j j 
BE 0 E. Smith has been appointed 


Johnson & Phillips, Ltd.—The profit for 1919 o ing 
accounts, &c., after providing for bad and doubtful debes aad 
charging to revenue upwards of £27,000 for maintenance of 
buildings, plant, &c., is £89,965, plus £38,832 brought forward 
less the dividend paid in May, 1919, £17,300, and 1 per cent. 
debenture bonus £822. There are deducted: Directors’ &c., 
remuneration, £1,521; debenture stock interest, £4 109; de- 
benture sinking fund reserve, £8,781; interest on second de- 
bentures, £2,500; depreciation on machinery and plant 
£12,198; interest on loans, £1.195; income tax and excess 
profits duty, £16,376; leaving £63,795. A dividend of 193 per 
cent. Ne PLIN less tax, on the 350,000 ordinary shares re- 
quires £30,625, leaving to carry forward. subiec 
profits duty for 1919, £33,170. : каш А 


, Prospectus.—Low Temperature Carbonisation, Ltd.—An 
issue of 200,000 ordinary shares of £1 each at par is being 
offered to the shareholders. A contract has been made with 
the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. at Barnsley for the supply 
of power gas, and with the Rotherham firm of Steel, Peech 
and Tozer, Ltd., for the supply of gas for use in steel making 

boiler firing, and other purposes. It is proposed to form a 
subsidiary company to acquire the benefit of these contracta . 
and to obtain from the parent company the sole. licence to 
use its patented processes in the County of Yorkshire. . ү 


Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The report cannot be issued 
during May owing to unavoidable delays in obtaining returns. 
from stations abroad. Final dividend on the ordinary shares 
for 1919, 54 per cent., free of tax. making a total of 10 per 
cent. for the year. The usual distribution at the rate of 
34 per cent. per annum, less tax, on the preference stock for 
the first quarter of 1920, is announced. E 


Montreal Companles.— Montreal Light, Heat & Power 
Consolidated has declared a dividend of 11 per cent. for the 
quarter ended April. On the stock of the Montreal Light. 
Heat & Power Co. the dividend for the same quarter is 2 
per cent. —— . 
: Lima Light, Power & Tramways Со. — Dividend of 2 per 
cent. | | | "neg | 

Kaministiquia Power Co.—Dividend 2 per cent., less tax, 
for the quarter. ANLE CSR 
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Hyére-Biectric Power. and. Metallurgical Co.—À: cable 
received from the company at Melbourne states that the 
works started full capacity on March 27th. AE | 
-Bastern Extension, Australasia & China Telegraph Co., 
Ltd.—Final dividend for 1919 53 per cent., making 10 per 
cent., free of tax, as against 8 per cent. for 1918. 

“Merthyr Electric Traction & Lighting Co., Ltd.—After 
putting £1,200 to reserve, and paying 6 per cent. on the 
ordinary shares, £581 is carried forward. ben 


——MMEEÉ 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 

E | TUESDAY EVENING. 
тоск .ExcHANGE markets in the main continue dull to heavy. 
There is not much to make them otherwise. Taxation lies 
like a blanket over companies and individuals alike. New 
enterprise is likely to be hard hit by the Budget proposals. 
Shares in manufacturing companies of all classes are no 
longer the eagerly-sought investments by all classes. It is 
the day once more of gilt-edged stocks, which are being 
absorbed by the same people who, а couple of months ago, 
were ardently pursuing the industrial boom checked, now, by 
Bank Rate, Budget, labour, foreign politics, et hos genus 
omne. i 


7 
` 
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Severe shrinkages are shown in the prices of the Under- 


ground Railways group. Underground £10 shares are 12s. 6d. 
lower at 408., the A shares have dropped a florin to 5s., and 
the income bonds shed 64 points to 614. "There has been а 
good deal of pressure to sell, and the market in the Stock 
Exchange, reluctant to take stock forced upon it, put down 
the prices heavily. Until the company is granted Parlia- 
mentary powers to raise fares, it is feared that even the 4 per 
cent. dividend on the income bonds may be further reduced. 
Metropolitans are down 1 to 193, and Districts dropped to 17%. 

“Would-be sellers complain, with some show of reason, of 
the difficulties attendant upon present-day realisations. As 
one instance Indo-Europeans may be cited. The middle price 
is 40, but shares changed hands the other day at 35. Anglo- 
American Telegraph preferred is another case in point. Al- 
though the nominal price is about 773, a seller had to take 
754 a few days back. In many other stocks and shares it is 
not always easy to find a buyer at all, and dealings relapse 
into that uncomfortable state known as a '' matter of nego- 
ciation.“ 5 | 

"What has happened in the financial world is the unexpected 
interference of dear money and increased taxation with the 
speculative spirit that certainly overleapt the bounds of 
prudence and of national advantage. The new issues that 
rushed out ahead of the Budget were subscribed to some 
appreciable extent by people whose object in applying was 
aimply to scalp a profit; permanent investment in the shares 
was far from their intentions. Having to take up the shares 
and pay the calls, financial assistance has to be obtained if 
there are no buyers in the market, and this all helps to aggra- 
vate the monetary stringency. While the profound dis- 
appointment in connection with the Excess Profits Duty is 
having а direct effect upon such shares as many of those com- 
prised in our own lists. 

British Aluminium ordinary at 91s. 3d. are about 2s. lower, 
and so are Electric Constructions at the same price. Edison 
Swan's lost their gain of a week ago, reverting to 228. 6d. 
General Electrics keep their quotations with firmness. The 
company can claim to be in the van of the many which, 
nowadays, are raising the rates of dividend on their prefer- 
ence shares. Callendera, it may be recalled, acted similarly, 
and at the present time hardly a day passes without furnish- 
ing fresh examples of this latest development of financial 
. fashion. The suggestions are usually passed with an amount 

of agreement that seems a little surprising. | 

The River Plate Electricity Company is taking steps to in- 
crease its capital, and proposes to issue, as a bonus, 70 per 
cent. new shares for £100 ordinary stock now held. The 
price of the latter has accordingly risen 20 points to 170. 
Para Electric Railways and Lighting shares are being dealt 
in this week for the first time in their £1 shape, and the 
ordinary are quoted 13s., the preference 17s. The Bombay 
Electric Supply and Tramways Company offers new ordinary 
shares to its proprietors, and although the old shares stand 
at 115 ex rights, a premium, that is. of 100 guineas, the pre- 
mium on the new is called about £40. The preference shares 
are now 15 ex rights. 

City Lights have receded to 1% and County of London 
ordinary to 9. Westminsters are lower at 54. Metropolitans 
have receded to 33. City preference rallied to 9, at which 
they appear fullv.valued ns compared with many other in- 
vestinents now offering. Proprietors of preference shares iu 
various companies will doubtless be on the look-out for addi- 
tions to be made to their dividends on lines carried into effect 
by others. The electric supply share market suffers with the 


rest in the disappointment felt at; the Government's decisión" 
in regard to the Excess Profits Duty; besides which there is 
the threatened big rise in the price of coal that rendere people: 


nervous of entrusting their money to any ie likely to 
be sharply affected by the state of the coal outlook. ^ 
Subscription lists were due to be closed on Wednesday in 
this week for the sale of 137,500 seven per ‘cent: cumulative 
preference shares of £1 each at 17s. 6d. and of 102,500 ordi- 
nary shares of £1 each at 94s. in the British Electric Trans- 
former Co., Ltd. The prospectus stated that ( 
treatment in allotment would be accorded to applications for 
an equal number of both classes of shares, and ftom .share- 
holders in the company. Profits for the. nine years 1911-1919 
inclusive were set out in the offer for sale," but no inde- 
pendent statement of assets and liabilities. was given, although 
the auditors certify that according to the balance sheet dated 
December 318+ last there was a surplus.of assets over liabili- 


ties, excluding patents and goodwill, of £351,680, subject to. 


payment of the final dividend for 1919. | 

Foreign issues are weaker. again. Mexican, Argentine and 
Brazilian shares and., bonds have fallen. British Columbia 
Electrics are better. In the cable list, Indo Europeans have 
lost 90s., Anglo-American preferred a couple of points, West 


India and Panama fell back to 16s. 8d., Marconis firmed ор з. 
little. Certificates of some of the new Radio Corporation . 
shares (the old American Marconis) аге. beginning: to arrive 
in this country, and dealings may start again towards the 


end of the week. Brush ordinary has gained 10 at 180. Eng- 
lish Electrics are somewhat heavy at 228. 6d.; the В per cent. 
dividend ig not up to all expectations. India-Rubber shares 
fell back to 131. Rubber shares weakened on E.P.D. appre- 
о but thé produce is в rather better market than of 
ate. ; oe - 9 i 
SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL. COMPANIES.. — 


April 97, 8 
. 8. 1919, 19%. Rise or fall. po. 
Brompton ee oe oe 8 19 | — 89 4 8 
Charing Cross ee ee 4 1 ` at е0 9 0 8 
do, do. do . A Prof. ee 4 EF м d == , 8 8 6 
РЕА ` eo oe oe : 19 1% =n б 8 : 
Oit ot ee . 0 0 f E § 
‚ do 6 cent. Pref,.. 6 6 9 + 618 4 
County of ов .. mE ae 1 8 ‘ „9. = p. B 17 10 
do do. 6 per cent, Pref, 6 6 е Bi ей ss 6 17 2 
Ken ee oe 8 1 . 5 | . — " 7 0 ^ 
Mies ee ы ип N | И | — 6 . 3 6 
do. do. 6 percent, Pref 6 8. мо. j1 9 48 
» à per cent. Pret. à а EIN EM 900 
oen е | . — ` 
Ea. Fontes’ and Pall es 10 12 — ` ` 8'H10 
South don oe • oe 6 6 — ` 7 13 8 
South Metropolitan Pref... . 1 7 189 —. тоо 
Westminster Ordinary... . 8 10 x — 3 910 6 
MEL TELEGRAPES AND TensPmORAS. p Г 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. es s 6 6 N ~$, 91410 
do. ee ae 1} : 1 — 8 0 0 
Chile Telephone ee 8 6 | — 94185 3 
Cute Sub. Ста. se 7 7 — 7 0 0 
Eastern Extension B 10 154 — 8 9 1 
Tel. se ee 8 10 . А 160 А — 4 P *8 B 0 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord, ee 6 10 162 . | є q 0 
do. e . ‚ өө $ 6 К 9 e — ` 6 18 4 й 
Great Northern Tel nas B — 9 . — 9156 
Indo-Buropean . .. Mo 10 б -q@ 66a 
a eo oo 95 — d — ty Ё 6 18 4 
United R. Plate Tel ° are “В. — r =» M 1. 7 
West India and Panama . ye — — А 7 18 10 
Western Telegraph - 8 10 1 — 17 0 
aes | Номи Kars, | vc 
ntral London.Ord. Assented... 4 4 Ky. — 88 6 
etropolitan „ ws e И Ho PU oz 683 
"- OE GNE 
nae ectric ‘ — 
„ Nil Nil 5 — ü 
do do. Income 65 4 614 -% 610 1 
| . .FHommiew Trams, 953 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, Fire Pref. .., Nil Nill E 2e 
do. do. and Pref. _ ee = — $ — t — 
do. do. 6Deb .. 6 6 594 —1 ‚8 8 0 
Brasil Tractions  .. - T = — — — 
Bombay Electrio Prefn. 6 6 15. -9) 400 
British Columbla Elec. Riy. Pioe. 6 6 — 817 0 
do. do. Preferrred 4 b +1 918 0 
do. do. Deferred N 8 +3 6 14 10 
do. | до. Deb. oe 4 "m bb ЗЕ: 9 18 4 
Mexico Trams 6 per cent. Bonds. N N 81 —4 Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. . Ni Nil rl ^w ~ Nil 
do. Pref. ee 5 ee- Nil Nil E 17 —b5 wu 
do. | lst Bonds ee ee Wil Nil 86 —B — 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. "m | 
British Aluminium Ord. .. . 10 10 1j; — ў 988 
British Insulated Ord. ee ee 19$ 15 lá А == - 7 14 8 
Callenders .. a eo œ 95 — 8 — ait 6 
[T] Pref. oe ee ee 64 6} 4 =, 8 16 10 i 
Castner. Kellner ee es ae 20 — 4 . етә — 
Crompton Ord. sa ^». 10 —- 22 P. — 9110 
Edison -Swan, “ А ia oe ee 10 me 1 э fe 8 17 10 
до. до. 5 per cent, Deb. oe b b — 6 6 9 
Electric Construction bs . 10 —: 1806 - 7 1/9. 983 
Gen. Elec. Pref. .. ee ee 64 6} 1 — 1 0 6 
do. Ord, ee ee ee 10 ES 13 — *§ 14 4 
4% %; pr 1. ee oe ee à 4 Bi — : ^ 9 
O. al. a ee ee ee = г 1 
India-Rubber. А oa . 10 — 13} — N 711 0 
Met,-Viokers Pref, oe eo ве — 8 Зд =» 6 11 а 
Siemens Ord... ee oe ee 10 10 2716 . — 76 6 
Telegraph Con. ee oe ee 20 90 94 о ы 18 0 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax, 


preferential - 
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TECHNICAL BOOKS. 
Bv A. C. PURDAY. 


THE lack of response to a recent letter of mine on the above 
subject would appear to confirm one of the editorial com- 
ments thereon, viz, that many English engineers and 
students do not appreciate the value of good technical books. 

However, a great many of the readers of this journal must 
find it necessary to purchase books from time to time, and 
anything that wonld help them to obtain reliable and useful 
books at a reasonable outlay should be of interest to them. 

The general body of readers of engineering books could 

probably be classified under three headings, viz. :— 
` 1. Engineering students. ; . 

. 2. Engineering draughtsmen and designers. 
3. Installacion and maintenance engineers. 

For these three classes quite different types of books are 
needed. | | 

For the first, text-books dealing mainly with the scientific 
principles underlying the particular branch of engineering 
dealt with, though not neglecting some indication as to 
how these principles are practically applied, are required ; 
for the second class, books in which the principles 
already understood are put into actual practice in designing 
machines; and for the last class, manuals of a practical 
nature dealing with the problems which arise in the installa- 
tion, running, and repair of engineering plant. 

While it may not be impossible to get books which keep 
within one of these limits, I think that a great many try to 


dedi with two or all, and in consequence some sections are: 


scrappy and of little practical use. 

Again, their titles generally do not adequately disclose 
the nature of their contents nor the class for which they 
ате written. | 

This may not be a matter of great importance in London 
and the larger cities, where а man may go into many book 
shops, publishers’ book rooms, technical Press offices, &c., 
and look through many books without being compelled to 
purchase; but in the smaller towns this is not possible. 

Some publishers’ catalogues give a synopsis of contenta 
or headings of the chapters, which is а good custom ; but 
many do not even do this. 

There would appear to be still some room for very 
practical manuals suitable for the third class. . 


Possibly engineers who are stil in practice do not 


always wish to give their hard-won experience away ; but 
it appears to the writer that there is a scarcity of British 
literature (not so much of American) on the practical 
points which arise in the daily life of the installation and 
maintenance engineer. 

Of course, this is to a large extent supplied by the 
engineering Press, and the papers read before the engineering 
institutions and recorded in their journals. The value of 
the former cannot be too highly rated. 

Any engineer who wishes to take an intelligent interest 
in his profession and to keep abreast of the times, must read 
the engineering periodicals regularly and thoroughly. 

To read only one paper or one branch is not sufficient, I 
think, and a good plan where there are several engineers or 
draughtsmen in a works or office is to form a book club, 
each member subscribing the same amount into a fund, 
from which the papers are purchased. 

It will be found that more interest is taken in the club 
if there is one periodical per member, and if each 
member 18 (a8 far as possible) allowed to keep the paper he 
prefera after it has circulated to the other members. 

With regard to the papers read before institutions, these, of 
course, are often most valuable sources of information, the 
discussions after the reading of the paper forming sometimes 
the most valuable part. О 

Where these are not obtained through membership of the 
particular institution, they can be referred to at the Patent 
Office Library, London, and at some of the larger public 
libraries. (rood abstracts of most of them also appear iin 
the technical Press. 


However, giving all due credit to the Press and insti- 


tutions, books of a very practical nature, written by men of 
standing, would, I think, be very welcome in greater 


numbers than dt present, provided always that they were 
not too dear. "up 

Possibly some saving of cost could be brought about by 
publishing them in a somewhat similar style to Government 
publications, J. e., in stiff paper or board covers, and printed 
on paper not quite so good as that usually used for technical 
publications. а еы, 

Perhaps I may be allowed to digress here to remark that 
there are a number of interesting Government publications 
dealing with factory plant, &c., which may be obtained for 
a few pence or a shilling or so from the sales offices of 
H.M. Stationery Office, or the printers, which ere well 
worth the money expended. PP 

This reminds me that а number of engineering books, are 
issued with fairly full extracts from these Government 
pamphlets, which seems quite unnecessary. A reference;to. 
them should be quite sufficient, as one can obtain the full 
pamphlet for much less cost than the number of pages it 
occupies in the book. ! Tw 

To return to the argument, I think it must be the 
experience of many that, every-day factory work lags a gaod 
deal behind the state of knowledge and the materials avail- . 
able at the time, and this may be partly due to the want of 
such practical literature. TD 

There is a very big temptation to put in the safe plant, 
the operation of which the engineer has known for many 
years, rather than the more efficient, but lesser known, 
machine that is available. | | 

If, however, it were known, through, say, the medium of 
recent practical books, that, such machines were thoroughly 
reliable, the careful ones might take heart and guin increased 
economy (and dividends!) thereby. — . | 

I should like to recapitulate the other points mentioned in 
the letter referred to at the beginning of this article, viz. :— 

1. The provision of the date of writing in every edition 
of the book, so that the purchaser can know whether he 
is getting an up-to-date book or not. This should also be 
stated in all catalogues of technical books. " 

2. The discontinuance of issue (or otherwise complete 
revision) of books which have become quite out of date. 

3. The undesirability (in many cases) of the eommon 
practice of beginning a book with the elementary theory, 
however advanced the main body of the book may be. 

4. The possibility of a committee representative of 
technical institutions, colleges, Press, publishers, and 
writers, preparing a suitable graded series of standard books 
on the various branches of engineering, one book of a series 
leading to another more advanced. 

Any remarks on the latter proposal would be welcomed 
by the writer. | 


THB BARTHING OF PORTABLE APPARATUS, 


By P. R. FRIEDLAENDER. 


THE fact that cases of more or less serious electric shock in 
connection with the use of portable apparatus like drills, 
electric irons, &c., are still occasionally reported, shows that 
the question of earthing has not yet been completely solved. . 
The use of three-pin connectors, with the third pin con- 
necting the frame of the apparatus to an earth wire specially 
run throughout the installation, is a fairly reliable solution 
if carefully carried out, but is expensive and clumsy, and is, 
in fact, seldom used. | К" | 
Since most supply systems to-day are already earthed 
intentionally at some point (the neutral, wire of three-wire 
supplies, or one main of the ordinary two-wire supply, or the 
neutral of four-wire three-phase supplies), it seems absurd 
that an additional special earthing wire should have to be 
run before a small piece of portable domestic or industrial 
apparatus can be made entirely shock-proof. AE 
All that should be necessary is to connect the frame of 
the apparatus directly to the earthed main. This could be . 
effected by modifying the ordinary lampholder (from which 
so much portable apparatus is still run) in such a way as to 
give it a unidirectional character, e.g., by making one of 
the bayonet-cap slots a wide one, and providing the adaptor ' 
with a corresponding wide pin on one side. И 
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If then the earthed pole of the installation is always 
connected to a particular (marked) terminal in the lamp- 
holder, and the frame of the portable apparatus is 
permanently connected to the wire leading to a particular 
(marked) terminal in the adapter, the apparatus will 
always be automatically and efficiently earthed when in use. 
Such a modification of the lampholder need in no way 
interfere with the use of standard bayonct-cap lamps in it. 
If screw-cap lamps and adapters are installed, the required 
unidirectional character is, of course, already present with- 
out any modification. In the same way, if the portable 
apparatus were supplied from a wall plug, it would only be 
necessary to adopt one of the various forms of non-reversible 
plugs on the market to attain the same result. 

The advantages of such a system would include the 
important one of making the earthing reliable, as it would 
practically be under the control of the supply authority, 
instead of being the haphazard earthing of the individual 
consumer, 

The chief objection seems to be that the neutral wire 
would be practically converted into an uninsulated return, 
instead of being earthed only at one point in accordance 
with the existing Board of Trade regulations, but this rule 
should not prove an insuperable obstacle, and is, in fact, 
seldom strictly complied with. Also the difficulty of 
testing for earth faults on the live mains might be some- 
what increased. 


NEW AUSTRALIAN TARIFF. 


The complete schedule is now available in this country 
of the new Australian Customs Tariff which was recently in- 
troduced into the Commonwealth Parliament. It was pub- 
lished as a supplement to the April 22nd issue of the Board of 
Trade Journal. | 

It has been known for some time that the revision of the 
Australian import duties was to be directed mainly towards 
the protection of existing Australian industries and the en- 
couragement of new ones. The schedule is not final, being 
‘under discussion in the Commonwealth Legislature, but it 
is not likely that any alterations will be passed which do not 
conform to the underlying principle of the tariff policy, viz., 
protection. 

The items of chief interest to the electrical and allied 
trades are given below. The new rates under the British 
preferential tariff are there compared with the old rates. 
The revised tariff provides also for a general tariff and an 
intermediate tariff. 

Tariff at New 
Sept. 25, 1918. ta iff. 
Percent. Percent. 
Electrical machines and apphances, electric 

heating and cooking appliances. Ad. val. 10 30 
Electrical fittings consisting wholly or 

partly of metal, viz., switches, fuses, and 

lightning arresters, Ad. val. 20 30 
Regulating, starting, and controlling: ap- 

paratus for all electrical purposes, includ- 

ing distributing boards and switchboards, 

except telephone switchboards and tele- 

phone distributing boards Ad. val. 20 30 
Dynamo electrical machines, static trans- 

formers, and induction coils for all pur- 

poses, electrical fans. Ad. val. 25 40 
Telephones, telephone switehboards, tele- 

phone distributing boards and appliances. 

Ad. val. Free Free 
Electroliers, gasoliers, chandeliers, pen- 

dants, brackets, zine tubing, gas stoves, 

and gas rings. 25 35 
Metal filament laimps A) ds. per tb. 
Slectrical articles and materials. Are 

lamps, covered cable and wire, except 

cotton covered, electrical vacuum tubes, 

measuring and recording instruments. 

Ad. val. Free Free 


Cable and wire, cotton covered. Ad. val. Free 25 
: : ы. 
Carbon manufactures of all kinds, including 

carbon blocks. Ad. val. Free e 


Electrical fittings not containing metal to 
be dutiable according to material not 
elsewhere indicated, and therefore pie- 
sumably including batteries and accumu- 
lators (other than telephone). Ad. val. Tree 
High speed reciprocating steam engines for 
direct coupling or directly coupled to elec- 
trical generators or to pumps, subject to 
departmental by-laws. Ad. val. 25 273 
On most of the items mentioned the general tariff is 10 per 
cent. above the British preferential tariff. 


tu 
~] 
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It will be noticed that in the case of electric lamps the 
duty is now placed at 1s. per lb. instead of 20 per cent. Under 
the general tariff it would be 3s. per lb. This should go 
some way towards removing the difficulties lately experienced 
by British lamp manufacturers in competing with the Dutch 
lamp. It wil be remembered that when the import duty 
was on ап ad valorumn ” basis, the low cost of the foreign 
lamp nullified the British preferential rate. 

The most ardent protectionist in the Commonwealth is 
realising that new developments in its manufacturing in- 
dustries do not depend solely upon the magnitude of the 
import dutv pavable upon competing imported manufactures. 
Additional forms of encouragement will have to be offered 
to capitalists and manufacturers if they are to be induced to 
launch out in any big ventures. Some guarantee of more 
settled labour conditions is essential. Restriction of output 
and strikes are too prevalent at present. It is true that 
in spite of such drawbacks, not a little progress has béen 
made in iron and steel production and in the manufacture of 
numbers of metal products of the simpler forms. There is 
a fair output, too, of machinery, and quite a lot of assembling 
plants where locally-made parts are broupht together with 
more complicated imported parts. But what is generally 
required in any highly-protected industry is a broad and 
growing home market. And there js room for doubt whether 
the potential demand in Australia alone for all the manu- 
factured goods which it desires to make within its tariff 
barrier really justifies any lavish investment of capital in the 
establishinent of artificially protected industries. About the 
present demand there is no doubt. It would seem preferable, 
however, in the interests of all, to satisfy it, especially as 
regards electrical material, by importing United Kingdom 
goods. This would at any rate make the new tariff a success 
from the point of view of revenue. 


We have received this week the annual report (1919) of 
the Australian Association of British Manufacturers, and their 
Representatives. It contaius the following reference to the 
new tariff :— 

"It is anticipated that the new Tariff Bill will be intro- 
duced to Parliament alinost as soon as it reassembles. It is 
the avowed intention of the Government to grant substantial 
preference to Australian manufacturers, and with. this policy 
the Association has no fault to find so long as it is carried 
out in an impartial manner, and without placing prohibitive 
duties on British manufacturers or irksome duties on goods 
which cannot be manufactured in the Commonwealth. The 
Association is, however, not a free-trade organisation, but 
recognises the wisdom of the protectionist policy of the people 
of Australia, so long as that policy is not abused. Having 
granted reasonable and adequate protection to local manu- 
facturers, the Association then looks for reasonable and ade- 
quate protection for British goods as against foreign. It must 
be recognised that the old preferential rates of 5 per cent., or 
10 per cent., are no longer sufficient, owing to the enormous 
increase in the costs of manufacture in the United Kingdom, 
while the increase of costs in America and Japan are not so 
high. These countries also have less distance to transport 
their goods, and consequently lower freights. Therefore, to 
be of any assistance to the United Kingdom, preferential rates 
ranging from 20 per cent. to 30 per cent. inust be granted 
to goods of British origin.“ 

Later the report refers to the prohibstion of imports thus :— 

“Owing to representations received from local manufac- 
turers, the Government issued a proclamation towards the 
end of last vear prohibiting the importation into Australia 
of certain goods except under licence. Your Association im- 
mediately approached. the Chief Prices Commissioner, in 
whose hands the administration of this proclamation was 
placed, and he assured us that licences would be granted for 
the importation of reasonable quantities of the prohibited 


goods. The administration of this office has, however, proved 


inost irksome to traders, as applicants for licences have been 
required to satisfy the Commissioner with regard to numbers 
of matters about which it is most difficult for a private trader 
to obtain information. It is, however, hoped that the Govern- 
ment will sce the folly of placing such irksome hindrances in 
the way of legitimate trade, and will in the near future permit 
merchants to carry on their business in a normal manner.“ 

Following on the passing of legislation by the Victorian 
Government as to the marking of specified goods with the 
name of the country of origin, the Association has collected 
a quantity of information from British manufacturers апа 
British associations as to the goods which it is considered 
should be so marked, and this information has been passed on 
to the Government. The Governments of the other States 
have also been approached and urged to pass similar legisla- 
tion, but up to the present thev have not fallen into line.“ 

The Council of the Association reports a considerable in- 
crease in inembersh!p—the total being 761, as against 623 а 
year ago; 466 are British manufacturers and 295 are repre- 
sentatives of British. manufacturers. 


New Irish Industry.— The Electrolytic Copper Co. is 
negotiating for the purchase of a large part of the ground of what 
was until recently Kynoch's factory at Arklow, Co. Wicklow, for 
the purpose of starting a new mineral industry. 
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THE METROPOLITAN-VICKERS RATEAU PRESSURE-REDUCING STEAM TURBINE. 


WHERE central heating is employed for large buildings the 
amount of steam required for this purpose might be utilised 
to great advantage for the generation of electric power. 

By generating heating steam at 150 to 950 lb. per sq. in. 
and passing it through a back-pressure or pressure-reducing 
turbine before it is exhausted to the heating main, a con- 
siderable amount «^f power may be generated for a small 
additional expenditur of coal. 

Where the whole of the exhaust from the turbine can be 
utilised irrespective с? the load on the generator, а back- 
pressure turbine i8 generally installed; but the instances in 


Fic. 1.—SECTION ОЕ METROPOLITAN-VICKERS PRESSURE-REDUCING TURBINB. 


which this type of turbine can be employed are limited, since 
it generally *appens that the demand for heating steam is 
irregular and does not coincide with the demand for power. 
In other words, whereas with a back-pressure turbine there 
is a direct connection between the amount of steam available 
for heating purposes and the work which can be done by the 
turbine, there are other and more numerous schemes of 
power plant in regard to which the amount of power required 
and the demand for heating steam bear 

no relation to each other. A turbine is 
therefore required which will give either 
heating steam or electric power inde- 
pendently, and as the demand for either 
varies. These requireinents are met by : 

the pressure-reducing turbine, which 
consists of a back-pressure turbine and 

a low-pressure turbine arranged within 

one casing and having one shaft. The 

chief merit of this combination is that 

it possesses the advantages of an ordi- | 
nary high-pressure turbine, in that low- | 
pressure stages are provided, through | 
which can be econoinically expanded to 
condenser pressure, all surplus steam 
which has not been discharged into the 
heating mains. 

It is of vital iinportance in some heat- 
ing processes that there should be no 
trace of oil in the steam used for heat- 
ing. This. applies particularly to those 
cases in which the heating steam comes 
into direct contact with the liquid to be 
heated. But even if a surface heater is 
employed, the presence of oil is a serious 
disadvantage, since it leads to fouling of 
pipes and heating surface, thereby con- 
siderably reducing the efficiency of the 
heating apparatus. 

With a back-pressure engine the difficulties of separating 
the oil carried over with the exhaust steam are very great, 
especially where superheated steam is employed. 

The best result which can be expected from an oil separator 
is that the steam leaving the separator will not contain more 
than 0.35 grain of oil per gallon of condensed steam. As- 
suming that this result is obtained on an installation where 
40,000 Ib. of heating steam per hour is required for 3,000 
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hours per annum, this would mean that in a year some 550 lb. 
of oil would be carried over to the heating plant. 

The steam discharged from a pressure-reducing turbine is 
entirely free from oil, consequently there are many instances 
in which a decision must be made in favour of the turbine on 
this point only, especially as in many cases & pure water 
supply is of considerable importance for boiler feed pur 8. 

A typical Metropolitan-Vickers pressure-reducing turbine is 
shown in diagrammatic form in fig. 1. In this illustration 
the steam chest and valve gear are shown attached to the 
top half of the cylinder. This is merely for the sake of 
facilitating an inspection of their func- 
tions. In practice the steam chest and 
valve gear are placed at the side of the 
turbine. This arrangement has been 
found satisfactory for many reasons, for 
instance :— : 

1. The mechanism of the governor 
gear and valve is accessible and con- 
venient from the point of view of opera- 
tion. 

3. The pipe connections are simple 
and do not form a source of obstruction. 

3. With the steam chest and valve 
mechanism attached to the lower half of 
the cylinder, there is nothing to inter- 
fere with the removal of the top half of 
the cylinder. It is not necessary to 
break any pipe joints or dismantle. any 
valve mechanism in order to open up 
the turbine for inspection. 

Considering fig. 1, steam from the 
high-pressure main, at some pressure 
usually between 150 and 220 lb. per sq. 
in. by gauge with a superheat varying 
from zero to 300 deg., passes through 
the stop valve and  high-pressure 
governor valve A into a eteam belt which 
feeds the nozzles of the first stage. It 
then passes through a velocity wheel and 
a Rateau stage before being discharged 
at some pressure between 60 lb. per sq. 
in. by gauge and atmospheric, into the 
heating main via the non-return valve J 
and the stop valve c. 

When the load on the generator. is 
such as to require more steam than is 
demanded for heating purposes, a cer- 
tain quantity of steam is automatically by-passed by valve B 
to the L. p. portion of the turbine in which it is expanded down 
to vacuum in the condenser. 

The automatic valve B depends for its operation upon 
variation of steam pressure behind the first Rateau wheel, 
this variation in steam pressure in turn depending upon 
variation of load on the generator and adjustment, if any, 
in the quantity of steam passed to the heating mains. This 
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automatic by-pass valve should maintain the heating steam 
pressure sensibly constant. 

If at any time the amount of steam required for heating 
exceeds that which corresponds to the load on the generator, 
the deficit is supplied from the high pressure steam supply 
through the reducing valve n. 

- In order to prevent eteam from the reducing valve в, or 
from another set, passing through the heating шаш inte 
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the low-pressure end of the turbine and causing the machine 


to race, a non-return valve J is provided: Ке 


Ав a precaution ‘against any undue’ increase’ of pressure 
being produced in the high-pressure end of the turbine by 
-the automatic by-pass valve sticking in the event of stop 
valve c being closed, an automatic relief valve is provided 
on the heating steam outlet from the turbine. ш 

When, with a given electrical load, the demand for heating 
steam decreases and the supply is throttled at valve c, the 
pressure behind the first Rateaw stage at once increases. 
This increase in pressure is communicated to the underside 
of piston D, which is lifted, thereby admitting oil by means 
of relay G to the underside of piston H, which in turn lifts 
valve B, thus by-passing surplus steam to the low-pressure 
stages. — 1 3 Ж uU бома, n. go ., ИС, : 2 


When no heating steam is required, the whole of the steam 


entermg the turbine passes through all the stages into the 
condenser, and under these conditions the machine operates 
as an ordinary high-pressure turbine. i 


PROTECTION OF A.C. SYSTEMS WITHOUT 
USE OF SPECIAL’ CONDUCTORS. 


AT Manchester, on March 23rd, Major K. Edgcumbe’s paper 
on the above subject, an abstract of which appeared in our 
issue of February 20th, was read and discussed before the 
NORTH-WESTERN CENTRE of the INSTITUTION or ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS. e DE 

Мг. H. R. КАТСПЛЕЕЕ thought that the various ingenious 
devices described did not constitute the final solution of this 
problem; in gear of that description the essential thing was 
absolute simplicity. The author dealt with feeders and dis- 
tributors indiscriminately; the line of demarcation between 
H.T. feeders and distributors was rapidly disappearing, which 
he thought was unfortunate. From it arose half the 
necessity for this protective apparatus, half the troubles on 
systems. At the present time by н.т. systems they meant 
something between 5,000 and 10,000 volts, but in the majority 
of cases the actual economic conditions would soon require 
that those should be regarded as quite moderate pressures. 
That, again, would be a very good thing, because he thought 


it would simplify the problem to some extent when pressures 


were raised, as they would be, to anything between 20,000 
and 60,000 volts. New H.T. mains would be laid which they 
would be able to recognise as feeders pure and simple, and 
the present H.T. network would distribute only. 'That would 
facilitate the separation and isolation of the various com- 
partments of the system and the use of some such devices 


as the author had described, though in a very modified form. 


He agreed that pilot leads did not provide the general solution 
of the problem, but at the present time they provided the 
simplest and most definite solution—at any rate with regard 
to such apparatus as was available. Continuity of supply 
became of very inuch greater Importance with reduced work- 
ing hours; to be shut down for half an hour was а very big 
item, therefore continuity of supply must not be sacrificed 
even for some slight gain in efficiency; it was the more im- 
portant consideration of the two. With regard to the ''sim- 
plicity of the apparatus involved," be could not altogether 


agree that the apparatus the author had described fell within. 


that category. He bad quite as much faith in the cable as 
he had in the protective gear. He thought that much of the 
time devoted to the protective devices and the expense could 
he employed in another direction, and the return for the 
outlay would be just as good as was afforded by the protective 
year. With all due respect to manufacturers potential trans- 
formers were notoriously the weakest link on a system, and 
he should not like to think that the safety of the system was 
dependent upon such a device. It was mainly old systems 
that required to be linked up and connected, and they were 
the very systems in which compromise was required. He 
considered one of the finest formis of cable protection was 
а test sheet; it had the advantage that it did not wait for 
the fault to occur, but gave warning that such a fault would 
arise in the distant future, and one had ample time to cure 
it before any actual operating troubles arose. With regard 
to fireclay resistance in the various forms, and he had not, 
as a rule. found them reliable. He was a great believer in 
metal, and did not feel the necessity for a resistance having 
a negative temperature coefficient. | 
with the current transformer did not appeal to him; such a 
transformer was not particularly suitable for operating in- 
struments at any rate. The sarne amount of protection would 
be afforded to the transformer, and probably also to other 
apparatus in circuit, if choke coils or something of that sort 
were used. | - | 
Mr. G. А. CHEETHAM suggested that the difficulty was not 
the use of special conductors for protective purposes, but the 
fact that such systems were evolved at a rather late stage in 


A resistance in parallel. 


the development of the art when a large number of transmis- 
sion schemeg were already in existence. The introduction of 
special conductors was only required for fault discrimination; 
a perfect system could readily be designed without such con. 
ductors, where discrimination was unnecessary. For example, 
a single feeder was completely protected by “ core balance” 
and overload relays. He agreed that there was considerable 
danger in disconnecting apparatus too early when that ap- 
paratus had not itself developed a fault, but is merely die- 
turbed due to a fault at another portion of the network. He 
was not in favour of retarding the operation of leakage 
relays. He failed to see why the addition of fuses in the 
pilot wires of Merz-Price apparatus slowed down the operation 
of the apparatus on the occurrence of an earth fault. With 
reference to the adaptability of protective gear to various 
portions of a network, he was impressed by the diversity and 
complexity of recent developments in protective devices taking 
place in America, where the underlying principle was the 
differential scheme as outlined by the author. As the system 
grew the interlocking necessary to provide for the changed 
conditions occasioned by the tripping of a breaker became 
complicated. The '' watertight " compartment principle of 
the Merz-Price or Merz-Hunter schemes was here a decided 
advantage as it enabled a ready step-by-step extension without 
further complication. He supported the author's opinion that 
protective-gear connections should be kept entirelv separate 
from the instrument connections. 


Mr. J. S. Peck thought that all operating engineers were 
rather sceptical of the relay. Some of the relays mentioned 
by the author appeared to be & very great advance on any- 
thing which had been done before. That the leakage 
current could be limited by the amount of resistance in the 
earth connection was true to a certain extent, but the charg- 
ing current on the aystem also had a very great effect upon 
the amount of current which flowed to earth or the earthed 
point. When the amount of cable connected to the system 
was comparatively small it was possible to run with an 
earth fault for several minutes; but as the amount of cable 
connected to the system increased the charging current be 
came of very great value, and an earth would develop into 
a short circuit in a very short period of time. No matter 
how much resistance was put into the earth connection this 
very heavy current would always flow to earth. To prevent 
the risk of fire in the generator in the case of breakdown 
it was necessary to disconnect it instantaneously. 


Mr. HAWKINS, an inventor and co-patentee of a protective 
system which employs special conductors, explained the 
system for which he held himself responsible to some extent. 
He and his colleague started with the maxim that a main 
generating station should not be automatically disconnected 
except in the event of a fault to earth. By a process of 
elimination they came down to the Ferranti-field transformer 
as, in their opinion, the most stable type of protective device. 
The final idea. was to fix a Ferranti-field transformer at each 
end of the feeder, and connect its secondaries by pilot wires. 
This system would give the advantages that had been put 
forward as desirable. In his opinion, pilot wires might in 
themselves have other and distinct uses, and further uses 
might arise in the future. Admitting that they might be 
desirable for such things in the future the addition of в few 
more was not really a very serious problem. The pilot cable 
was the only known means of obtaining an instantaneous 
valuation of the conditions prevailing at each end of the 
cable at any moment. That the Merz-Price and split-con- 
ductor eystems worked in watertight compartments, he agreed 
was. an advantage. With regard to rapidity of action, he 
claimed that the Ferranti-field transformer was one of the 
most rapid acting gears at present in use. As far as feeder 
cables were concerned, he agreed that the utmost rapidity of 
action was desirable. He did not agree that it was the func- 
tion of time lag to prevent the ill-effects of a fault left on the 
system. With regard to the author’s estimate of the possible 
magnitude of a fault, the speaker thought that of itself was 
a clear instance of the desirability of getting the fault off the 
svstem as soon as possible. E n 

Mr. Romero, referring to the author's recommendation 
that the same type of differential reverse relay be used at the 
generating station end as at the sub-station end of parallel 
feeders, said it appeared that this would be a very uncertain 
system of protection, and almost as likely to trip the soun 
feeder at the generating station end as the faulty feeder. 

Mr. H. WiLLIAMS asked whether the author was satisfied 
that such close time-lag setting as 4. 1 and 14 seconds coul 
be actually obtained in practice? Such tests could not be 
taken with an ordinarv stop watch. He had tested various 
tvpes of time-lag devices on much coarser settings than 
those mentioned above, and as a rule the errors were veri 
considerable, In the speaker's opinion every effort should 
be made to avoid direct-current tripping, especially where 
batteries were, required owing to the large increase in malt 
tenance cost. With regard to the checking of relay ш 
he agreed that it was most important to check the relays wit 
the current transformers, more particularly in order to axel 
tain if the ratio error was excessive as a result of the load on 
the secondary side being too high. | 

Mr. Ferauson thought that between the scheme put or 
ward for & ring main end the split conductor or Merz 
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gear, there could be little doubt but that the split conductor 
or the Merz-Price would be infinitely préferablé.. A scheme 
employing overload and reverse relays would very ditti- 
cult for the operative engineer. It was all right to set relays 
with a ditterence in setting of a quarter of a second, but then 
account had to be taken of variations in. the time for the 
operation of the oil switches themselves. Furthermore, 
changes in existing conditions would involve trouble, also 
extension would necessitate readjustment of all the relays. 
The Merz-Price and the split-conductor gear were the right 
forms of protective gear to employ for new systems. With 
regard to the scheme employing differential reverse relays for 
duplicate feeders, he thought this gear could be simplified 
at the generating station end by the employment of the 
Ferranti- Waters protective gear, which was the same generally 
in principle, the chief ditlerence being thàt core balancing 
was employed. A ring transformer was slipped over each ot 
the duplicate cables at the generating station end; there were 
two windings on each of these transformers. Two of the 
windings were opposed to one another, and were connecteu 
to two réverse relays, the other two windings being kept in 
series and were equivalent to the potential, windings of the 
reverse relay. The result was that only two relays were 
réquired instead of six. The current transformers were of 


the ring type, and did not introduce trouble due to defective - 


insulation; the. potential transformers were entirely eliminated. 
For the generating station end, therefore, and double feeders, 
the Ferranti-Waters gear, which had not been. described, 
was infinitely preferable. It was also applicable to sub-sta- 
tions where there was an alternative source of supply. If 
there were three or four feedrs in parallel, or if it, was con- 
nected up in the form of a ring, the same system was ap- 
plicable. The tendency now was to eliminate relays as far 
as possible, and operate directly with the fault current on 
the oil switch, and thus do away with any necessity for an 
independent source of supply. р wo 

Major К. EpGCUMsE, in reply, said that the gear he ein- 
posed was simple. It was well tried and well understood, 
and there were no quaint devices about it, no contacts in 
series or anything of that sort. It was false economy not to 
spend a few pounds, it might be a matter of only £50 or £100, 
if one had a large amount of capital in which a much bigger 
, amount of capital was tied up. Potential transformers were 
liable to break down, but that was not likely to happen just 
at the moment they were required to trip; if the potential 
transformers could be connected in star to earth it would 
be an advantage. He did not recommend a time lag for 
its own sake, but mentioned one or two incidental advantages 
of а time lag if it was used for any other reason. In a great 
many cases, particularly on the smaller systems, & time lag 
was not such & serious disadvantage, and it had a great many 
advantages in giving discriminative action. Special conductors 
unfortunately changed from year to year, so there was no 
finality about them. He agreed that generator protection 
should be as instantaneous as possible. If the machine was 
still doing useful work on the busbars, he did not know that 
it was necessary to cut it off instantly. He still thought 
reversal was the criterion, but would not say that definitely. 
Mr. Hawkins's scheme was very interesting. The Ferranti- 
field arrangement did not embody a leakage trip and core 


balance; it was simply a specialised form of transformer which 


got over the inequality of the action of the various cores on 
the transformer. Mr. Hawkins’s scheme only dealt with 
leakage trip. If he got & more or less equal fault on it, any 
fault between phases, it would not trip his gear until it got 
to earth. It was essential for those who were keen on getting 
the thing out quickly to try to trip it out before it had got 
to earth. Some of the old relays did trip on a forward cur- 
rent, which was about twenty times full load. That was due 
to interaction between the fixed series winding and the fixed 
pressure. winding and the. compensating indus. but that 
had been got over now by putting the motors in parallel and 
not in series. He could not agree that D.C. tripping was a 
mistake or that batteries were unsatisfactory. That was the 
ideal method of tripping, and everybody seemed to be coming 
to that view now. In the States they were doing the same 
thing. To trip with the lead current was unsatisfactory, 
because it varied over such enormously wide limits. His 
reason for not introducing the Ferranti-Waters scheme as a 
solution was that it was not quite universal enough. It was 
perfectly all right at the generator end, but if one was using 
another relay at the further end it was a mistake to change 
the type of relay at the generator station end, because one 
might get a different shape of curve and different times, and 
so on. It was much better to use the same at both ends. 
Also the Ferranti-Waters scheme would not do for a cable 
where one might get reversal. 


— — -- 


Ат Birmingham, on March 17th. Major K. Bdgcumbe's paper 
was read and discussed before the SoCTH-MIpLaAND CENTRE of 
the INSTITUTION. и 

Mr. G. Roarns thought the paper contained a lot that was 
well known. but there were one or two new features of 
great interest, particularly the design of the reverse-current 
relay. which would have many useful applications providing 
that in practice the characteristics claimed in the paper were 


fault before the relays would act. 
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satisfactorily obtained. The leakage and overload protection 
of a feeder seemed to be, where the neutral of the system 


was earthed through a resistanc, an almost ideal arrange- 


ment for a single outgoing feeder or for a consumer's supply. 
Ihe use of fuse-shunted solenoid protection for в sumple 
circuit in which a discriminating time lag was not required 
was not only the sunplest metnod avauable, but was per- 
fectly satisfactory in operation. Air dash-pots were not always 
satisfactory, and where the fuse-shuntea solenoid could not 
be: used the induction pattern. inverse time limit overload 
relay with separately adjustable current and inverse time 
settings was the most satisfactory: device to adopt. With 
reference to the split conductor system, it would not be 
advisable to rely entirely on the split conductor relay. Over- 
load relays should be put in circuit at both ends of the feeder 
if it was possible for current to pass through the feeder from 
either end. Ihis provided a complete system of protection, 
which was equally as good as the combined leakage and 
overload relay suggested by the author. ‘The suggestion for 
the protection of parallel feeders with differential reverse 
relays was interesting, but since there was always the danger 


of an unbalanced load on the feeders, this method was not 


likely to have a very wide application. ‘The author's sugges- 
tions for the protection of a ring main system was interesting, 
but, since the reverse power relays on the inter-connector 
cable between the two sub-stations might: be called upon, in 
the event of one of the feeders from the generating station 
being tripped out due to a fault, to curry the full load current 
to the sub-station, it would be necessary for the setting of 
the reverse power relay to be very high. It was not clear, 
therefore; where the advantage of the reverse power relay 
came in over an overload relay which’ would operate with 
current flowing in either direction. | Vd 
Mr. W. WiLsoN supported the use of suitable shunt 
fuses for affording a time-limit to trip cols, in spite 
of the author’s condemnation of these as being capricious 
in their action. A fuse-wire supported in ‘such a manner 
that it did not touch its supports except at its extremi- 
ties, and composed of a metal that did not expand 
sufficiently to permit sagging against the walls of the 
glass tube in which the switchboard fuses were gener- 
ally contained, would give a time curve of surprising regu- 
larity. It was, however, true that the operation of a fuse 
depended on other circumstances than the magnitude of the 
overload. Conductors would come to grief sooner when they 
were heated than when they were cool, and the fuse, by also 
blowing more readily when hot, afforded sound protection 
when an electromagnetic device would fail. The solenoid 
and dash-pot pattern only gave an approximate protection, 
for the plunger did not begin to move until the actual over- 
load had occurred, irrespective of the state of the cables, &c. 
when the overload had come on. The thermal relay (or 
thermal breaker) would give the same protection as the fuse, 
in that it would represent the conductor in its behaviour. 
and its condition would vary just as that of the circuit did; 
it was much simpler, and was less susceptible to faulty use. 
At the same time, both fuses and circuit breakers gave excel- 
lent adjustment, the former by the alteration of the gauge 
of wire, and the latter by the adjustment of the sag of the 
resistance strip. | 
Mr. R. G. JAKEMAN said, with regard to single interconnec- 
tors, that if the fault occurred when the interconnector was 
lightly loaded, the full overload current must flow into the 
The author stated that 
the circulating currents between two machines in parallel due 


to hunting were very much out of phase with the voltage. 


Actually, however, these currents were practically in phase 
with the voltage, since they represented the synchronising 
power, which was the power tending to pull the machines 
back into their correct relative positions. 

Dr. С. КАРР thought that engineers would be pleased to 
learn that protection could be obtained without the use of 
pilot wires. Their utility became doubtful when, on account 
of subsidences in the ground there was a chance of pilot 
wires being broken without the staff at the power house 
knowing it. The author's method had, further, the merit of 
simplicity. It did ‘not, however. touch the protection of 
machines from the heavy blow which the winding received 
in the first moment of an explosive short circuit. To a certain 
extent this was also the case with regard to heavy feeders. 
When the grading of time lag in the different parts of the 
distributing plant had to be done to the fraction of a second. 
it could not he very definite. If it were possible to permit 
a somewhat longer time all round the grading could be 
made more definite, and less delicate relays, not liable to act 
prematurely. might be emploved. This meant giving up the 
use of circuit breakers in order to save machines or circuits 
from the first rush of a short circuit current. and adopt for 
this purpose the well-known method of added inductance. 
This meant that they must lower the power factor of the whole 
system to such a value that economical working became im- 
possible. But there was a remedy. If they installed at the 
delivery end of the lines apparatus to inject leading K. v. A. 
thev again raised the power factor, and it was this policy 
which seemed to solve the problem of something very near 
absolute protection. At a first glance the proposition might 
seem paradoxical, incurring additional expense without im- 
proving the general condition as regards protection. but this 
reasoning would be fallacious. If they recognised that only 
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the P.F. at, say, from 1 load upwards mattered, they might 
employ & cheaper source of leading k. v. A. than either con- 
densers or synchronous machines, namely, any type of phase 
ad vancer fitted to individual motors. If the consumer 
used small motors or even large squirrel-cage motors static 
condensers were the only possible means of his obtaining in 
his own plant a good P.r. If he had large slip-ring motors 
he could use a phase advancer, and although his P.F. at light 
loads would not be so good as with condensers, his P.F. at full 
load or overload would be in the neighbourhood of unity, 
and that was all the supply cinpany could reasonably demand 
in return for the concession in a tariff specially designed to 
induce customers to counterbalance the lowering of the P.r. 
que to the employment of inductances for protection of their 
plant. 

Mr. W. Brew eaid, with regard to the leakage transformer, 
that special precautions would be advisable either in the 
design or location of this transformer to shield it from stray 
magnetic fields such as might be set up by violent disturbances 
upon neighbouring circuits. In connection with the protec- 
tion of parallel feeders, he hardly thought the method sug- 
gested could be regarded as a general solution of the problem. 
With two parallel feeders of equal lengths and sections, but 
differing appreciably with regard to inductance and capacity 
respectively, it was obvious that the larger share of the load 
would pass from one cable to the other and vice versa accord- 
wg as the power factor was leading or lagging. In the case 
ui short heavy current single cables also the current dis- 
tribution might be seriously upset if the areas enclosed by 
each pair of cables forming flow and return were unequal. 
The magnitude of the triple frequency current loss assumed 
was, he thought, larger than was likely to be experienced 
with modern plant. Even were it much less, however, the 
annual loss capitalised should in the case of large generating 
units fully justify the adoption of efficient means to eliminate 
it. These triple frequency losses were not easily measured 
with accuracy, but if a generator could be run as a synchro- 
nous motor the difference between the two sets of watt- 
meter readings would give the loss. The power required to 
drive the motor measured by the two watt-meter method did 
not include the triple frequency loss, whilst the power mea- 
sured under the same conditions bv the three watt-meter 
method with pressure coils connected to neutral point did 
include it. He strongly urged that the most important feature 
of в relay-control system should be its power to indicate 
clearly when, and where, a fault had occurred. Under the 
mental stress of an emergency apparently logical conclusions 
might be quite misleading, and this was especially likely to 
be the case where the seemingly erratic action of a number 
of instruments and circuits had to be interpreted. A good 
deal of expensive apparatus had been installed and " tied пр” 
in the past on this score alone. 

Mr. A. T. THURMAN said the arrangement for the protection 
of a system comprising two generating stations and four sub- 
stations was all right providing the interconnector between 
the generating stations was large enough to transfer load 


from one to the other, case of trouble at either station. 
With regard to the checking of relay settings, the initial test 
after the rélay had been installed in its working position 
should be from the primary side of the current transformer. 
‘this method tested the current transformer, relay and wiring, 
practically under working conditions. 

Mr. J. Morton referring to the use of reverse relays for the 
protection of generators, and that only an independent 
supply for the pressure element of the instrument would 
give any sense of security, said that such an independent 
supply might easily be obtained by installing а unity ratio 
potential transformer across a reactance, the voltage obtain- 
able being governed by the current flowing in the reactor, 
and, further, under faulty conditions the normal current 
micht be increased many times, thereby giving a propor- 
tionate increase in the pressure across the terminals of the 
potential transformer with a resultant increase in power for 
the satisfactory operation of the relays. It seemed to him 
that some advantage might be gained by putting half the 
total reactance in the machine itself, and the other half 
external to the machine. With this arrangement there would 
be no difficulty in providing the independent supply sug- 
gested for the relay potential coils, but it might be necessary 
to install some apparatus for the purpose of cutting the unity 
ratio potential transformer out of circuit at some pre-deter- 
mined pressure limit, say, 400 volts, for in the event of the 
reactor being called upon to perform the function for which 
it was primarily installed, the voltage across its terminals: 
would rise to any figure between zero and full phase 
volts. 

Mr. W. E. Groves said the four cardinal points mentioned 
at the commencement of the paper required a limitation of 
the number of protective devices employed. These considera- 
tions made the layout described more applicable to under- 
takings of moderate size than to large systems. With an 
unearthed neutral a fault on one phase only might hang on 
for a considerable time, ultimately developing & complemen- 
tarv fault on another phase and on an entirely independent 
line. These faults between phases simultaneously pulling 
two lines out of commission might occur at a very incon- 
venient time, and it was not possible to quickly locate a single- 
phase fault without resorting to earthing. A weak spot. 
which would not stand the extra strain imposed by the 
original fault, was better disclosed, but not when one was 
occupied with another breakdown. The Merz-Price system 
could be extended to cover any mains or gear, but it intro- 
duced complexity. In connection with closed ring mains. 
the speaker devised an adaptation of Merz-Price protection 
to cover a complete consumer's sub- station, and the adjacent 
length of main. In order to reduce the amount of apparatus 
overlapping current transforiners were proposed, but even 
this modification did not make the scheme worth pursuing. 
and events had proved that it would not have been justified. 
For mains laid under favourable conditions it was illogical to 
protect cables and leave the more vulnerable switchgear un- 
protected. , 


AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC WEIGHING MACHINES AS USED WITH MACHINE PACKERS. 


By VICTOR SIMS. 


(Abstract of a lecture delivered at the JUNIOR INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS.) 


AUTOMATIC weighing machines comprise a large and varied 
field of mechanical ingenuity. Automatic electric weighing 
machines, as used with machine packers, are adapted for 
weighing granular and other substances. To appreciate fully 
the functions of the weicshing machines it will be well to 
outline the process in which they play a part, in this case the 
conversion of the l-ewt. chests of tea as imported, into the 
familiar packets. From the chests, the tea passes through 
a mill or grinder which is furnished with magnets for ex- 
tracting nails, and an arrangement of inelined sieves by means 
of which pieces of paper, woud, &c., are separated from the 
tea. After this it is blended in revolving drums, and trans- 
ferred in sacks to hoppers which feed the we ighing Inachimes, 
These weighers are situated over packing machines in con- 
junction with which they work. 

The packing machines cut from a roll of paper, fold into 
a bag, and at the nght instant the weighers drop a weighed 
quantity of tea, the bag is then folded at the top and pushed 
out along a slide. The rows of packets are next put by 
hand on trays, and the travs on trollevs. The folded ends 
of the packets are then sealed bv sticking labels round them: 
this тау also be done bv machinery. 

There are two types of packers, the principles being some- 
what similar, but the mechanical details vary. One {уре ts 
by Job Dav & Sons, the other by Rose Bros. The ‘ Rose” 
{уре may he fairly considered the more modern machine, as 
the design is such that it mav safely be worked at double 
the speed of the “ Dax.“ The latter is furnished with a 
single funnel fed bv two weighers, while the former has 
twin funnels fed by four weighers. 


All types of weighers are operated by receiving an impulse 
from the timing switch. This starts a cycle of operations 
which consists of the release of a weighed quantity, followed 
by the weighing of another in readiness for the next impulse. 
By this means, any variation in speed of weighing occurs at 
the end of the субе, and this necessitates means to prevent 
another сусе starting, if a previous quantity is not fully 
weighed. 

To obtain accurate weighing, the substance should be fed 
on a beam in a fine stream when nearly balanced, but in 
many cases this would take too long to fill, so means are 
provided to perform the Weighing 1 in two or more operations. 
The methods of doing this vary in the different machines, but 
speaking generally one type operates by dropping a certain 
measure, and completes the weighing by means of a fine 
dribble. The other type weighs both quantities on beams. 
und а very excellent machine Weighs any one quantity on 
four consecutive beanis, attaining its full weight on the 
fourth. 

One type of ‘ Southall & Smith" chines the simplest of 
which type has a single beam and performs the weighing in 
one operation, consists essentially of a box-type frame which 
contains the beam and a cam shaft. The pan consists of а 
receptacle, the bottom of which is closed by a hinged counter- 
balanced lid, which is normally held tight by a small electro- 
magnet. Behind the feed box is a slide, magnet, and con- 
tacts, which constitute what may he called the ‘ cut-off ” 
mechanism. On the side of the machine is another magnet. 
armature, slide, and clutch. so arranged that when the 
circuit is closed through the timing switch and magnet, the 
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slide is released and the clutch operates, driving the cam 
shaft one revolution. During this single revolution, which 
may occupy one second or more, the following operations are 
executed. The circuit of the pan magnet is momentarily 
broken, releasing the previously weighed quantity. The slide 
behind the feed box 1s moved by cam and bell crank lever 
up to the magnet, which retains it against the tension of a 
spring. This opens a- narrow channel from the feed box, 
which contains a revolving star wheel, ensuring a continuous 
and even feed. The feed continues till the beam is turned, 
the rear end rising and breaking the circuit of the magnet 
retaining the slide, which flies back, cutting off the feed. 

The machines for weighing larger quantities have the ad- 
dition of a bulk feed." This is obtained by dividing the feed 
box into two portions. The fine feed is retained as described 
above, but the capacity of the other portion can be adjusted 
by means of a screw and movable plate. A cam is timed to 
depress the rear of the beam when the feeds open, to prevent 
bouncing, afterwards rising to permit free motion. For the 
smaller quantities, the measures are merely opened at the 
bottom during a brief interval. In the larger machines a 
slide cuts off above, before opening below. In a later type, 
this first quantity is weighed on a beam against the tension 
of a spring. The clutch for the fine feed is controlled by the 
slide which performs the cut off.“ The other is operated 
by a magnet in circuit with a contact, which is closed when 
the primary weighing is complete. In this position the clutch 
is free, t.e., feed is stopped. In operation, the contents of 
the first beam are dropped into the second, which has just 
released its own contents. Directly the first beam is thus 
lightened, contact is broken, & spring releases the trigger, 
which causes the clutch to engage and drive the feed till 
contact is again made. On all those types of “` Southall ” 
machines a contact in series with the side magnet is ar- 


ranged to be broken while the fine feed is open. This pre- 
vents premature release of an incomplete weight. | 
The construction of an early type of “ Driver machine 


is somewhat different. Two machines are built together, 
constituting a twin or duplex weigher, but each may be con- 
sidered as a separate unit. The clutches аге released by 
inagnets and plunger stops. The clutch for driving the fine 
feed is also released by a magnet which is interconnected 
with a relay on top of the machine. In operation, the 
central traverse cam shaft is rotated for one revolution, in 
consequence of the magnet in series with the timing switch 
releasing the clutch. This shaft mechanically opens and 
closes the pan, and electrically starts the second shaft, which 
simultaneously closes two contacts for a brief period, and 
operates the bulk feed by closing the measure at the top, 
opening at the bottom, returning to its original position by 
closing the bottom, and opening again at the top. One 
of the contacts is for energising a magnetic beam lock; the 
other starts the fine feed by releasing the clutch. When 
weighing is complete, the beain falls and energises the relay 
which breaks the circuit of the magnet for the fine feed 
clutch, thereby arresting its motion. Premature release is 
guarded against by connecting the beam contacts in series 
with the magnet which releases the first clutch. Thus, the 
beam must be down before another operation can be started. 

The later type of Driver machine is an excellent 
design; being far less complicated than any other, and if 
adjusted correctly is quite as accurate. Weighing is per- 
formed on two consecutive beams, except for the smallest 
quantities. A friction clutch, when released, drives & cam 
shaft one revolution, opening the two pans mechanically; the 
full weight dropping down the funnel, and the half weight 
dropping into the next pan as soon as it is closed. The two 
beams are fed from a single trunk by means of roller feeds 
driven by magnetically released friction clutches. The 
magnets, in circuit with contacts on their respective beams, 
release the clutches till the beams are turned. To diminish 
bouncing, these are compounded. The cams are also con- 
toured to steady them after opening the pans. A contact, 
broken by the magnet when the fine feed is running, prevents 
premature release. 

The best machine from a mechanical point of view is the 
“ Popoff.” Here the weighing is performed on four con- 
secutive beanis. Essentially. it consists of four beam units 
arranged under a table which is capable of intermittent 
partial rotation. The table has five equally spaced circular 
excisions, Which loosely support an equal number of light 
spun aluminium cups. In operation, a magnet in circuit with 
the timing switch, releases the one-revolution clutch. The 
table lifts the cups off the beams, shoots round one-fifth of a 
revolution, and lowers them on to their next. The fifth cup. 
which has already attained its full weight. is then tipped. 
As each cup attains its weight, the beam falls and completes 
the circuit through the magnet, drawing down the armature, 
releasing the lever, therebv stopping the corresponding feed 
bv withdrawing the clutch. The levers in falling open the 
circuits by means of spring contacts, thus saving energy, 
also taking the inductive break instead of the relatively 
dajicate beam contacts. A fifth spring contact is in series 
with the magnet which releases the one-revolution clutch, and 
constitutes the means for ensuring that all weighing opera- 
tions are complete before being repeated. | 
Having now briefly described the various machines, I will 
Indicate the manner in which they are generally arranged 


-The usual pressure is 110 volts. 


with regard to the packer. The Day packer, making 
about 30 bags a minute, is fed by two weighers, which are 
usually built right and left hand constituting a duplex 
weigher. In this case the funnels unite and teed through a 
single one on the packer. The Rose, making about 60 a 
minute, is fed by two twin or duplex weighers forming a '' qud 
set." "'Southall " machines are arranged 1, 2, 3, 4, operating 
1 and 2, then 3 and 4; 1 and 3, 2 and 4 funnels unit into 
two oscillating ones on the packer, filling two bags at a time. 
By arranging one wide funnel under each twin, and wiring 
so as to operate 1, 3, 2, 4, instead of 1, 2, 3, 4, a more simple 
funnel arrangement is obtained. Driver" quads are ar- 
ranged in this manner. The speeds of both type of packers 
can be varied within limits; the actual speed is governed 
by the best average speed of the weighers working in con- 
Junction. Small quantities can be weighed faster than larger. 

Timing and Bag Switches.—The former are operated by 
cam shafts on the packers, for making contact to start 
the weighers. The latter are operated by the pressure of the 
bags when they are about to be filled; if these are absent, 
the corresponding circuits are opened. A tumbler switch is 
also included in circuit on each packer, which should be 
switched off when the packer is stopped. otherwise if it 
happens to stop with the timing switch closed and a bag 
pressing against the bag switch, the weighers continue to 
operate, filling the funnel. The timing switch consists of a 
cain revolved, on a Day ” packer, at half the speed of the 
packer, making contact for each weigher at every alternate 
half revolution. It is set to make contact when the bag is 
pressing the bag switch, just before it is moved under the 
funnel. 

For a quad, the cam revolves at a quarter of the speed of 
the packer, making two simultaneous contacts at every half 
revolution. Timing may be adjusted by bodily revolving the 
frame of the switch, thus altering its position in relation to 
the cam. All weighers require contact to be made a short 
period before the funnel is over the bag to be filled, as a 
brief interval must be allowed to enable the weighers to 
start their cycle of operations, and for the substance to fall 
through the funnel. For a quad set, therefore, contact is 
made when the funnels are just rising, preparatory to moving 
backwards and descending on to two fresh bags, which were 
at that time pressing their respective bag switches. 

Accuracy.—It is quite possible with a uniform degree of 
granulation, to set these machines to weigh accurately to a 
very small fraction of a dram. It is obvious, however, that 
a true balance is never obtained on the beams; the inertia of 
the beam, the degree of rapidity of cut off, and the impact of 
the running feed all affect the weighing. The first and second 
of these factors, for a given machine, are practically constant, 
but the third varies with the degree of granulation of the 
substance being weighed. A fine substance feeds at a higher 
speed than a coarse, making a greater impact on the beam. 
In the machines with bulk feed also, the measures would 
hold a greater weight for the same capacity. With the usual 
blends of tea, the granulation is such that four ounces 
occupy between 325 and 375 cu. cm. of free space. In this 
case, the best speed of the weighers allows the packers to 
be driven at the speeds already mentioned, which allows 
about four seconds for each complete cycle. It is best to 
adjust the measures so that weighing is as slow as the packer 
will allow, and then adjust the jockey weight on the beam 
to obtain accurate weight. As mixing is seldom quite 
thorough it is not considered advisable to constantly alter 
the jockey or measures for the greatest accuracy. If the 
measures are set too close.“ missing is liable to occur; and 
if the jockey is altered to obtain greater accuracy one minute. 
it may be necessary to replace it soon after. If a coarse blend 
js substituted for a fine one. attention is generally drawn by 
the weighers missing, but if the reverse occurs weighing is 
usually too fast, resulting in varying degrees of over- 
weight. Machines with roller feeds may be finally adjusted 
Һу varying the aperture between the feed roller and plate 
by means of screws, instead of the Jockey. 

The mechanical power absorbed in any of the machines 
described is relatively very sinall. The electrical energy 
required varies according to type, but is not a great amount. 
The ''Popoft" machine 
nrobably takes the least quantity of energy, as current flows 
in any of the five parallel circuits only momentarilv; while 
current is flowing continuously in certain circuits of the 
'' Southall ” machine, only being interrupted during opera- 
tion, resistances are, therefore, placed in series to limit the 
current. 

Upon consideration, the effect of varying degrees of granu- 


lation on accuracy of weighing does not uppear to depend 


solelv on the altered impact on the beam, but also on that 
quantitv which passes during the brief operation of ‘‘ cut off.“ 
As before mentioned, a fine substance passes through the 
feeds nt a higher rate than a coarse. The effect of the greater 
impact on the beam, alone, would appear to cause the beam 
to be turned slightlv earlv, resulting in a light weight, but 
exnerience shows that the reverse is the case, viz.. other 
things being equal, a fine substance will weigh heavy com- 
pared with a coarse. 

It should be noted that the term“ degree of granulation ”’ 
used to define fine or coarse substances. does not necessarily 
imply a definite uniform size of the grains. but uniform pro- 
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portions of the various sizes throughout any particular blend. 
Thorough mixing will generally ensure this. i 

: Having regard to the widely varying conditions met with 
in practice, it would be difficult to give definite figures relating 
to accuracy, but within the limits of the author’s experience 
it has been found possible to set any of the machines to 
weigh. a uniform suitable blend, such that inaccuracies could 
barely be detected on balances sensitive to about 1 grain. 
But any change of blend involving a different degree of 
granulation would cause an error. In extreme cases this 
may amount to as much as half a dram, but this is soon 
detected and remedied. The only type of machine described 
which is not liable to inaccuracy on this account is the 
“ Popoff,” due to the extremely fine final feed, notwith- 
standing the speed of the machine being twice that of any of 
the other types. Mechanical imperfections and the liability 
of the feeds to get choked more or less, by pieces of paper. 
wood, and nails, however, demand constant vigilance and 
checking of any machines in operation. 

I have said sufficient to outline the methods adopted for 
rapidly weighing small quantities of granular substances. 
I have had no experience in dealing with finer substances, 
such as powders, or coarser ones, such as certain cereals, but 
if I have managed to eonvev in an intelligible manner some 
idea of a few of the principles involved, I shall feel amply 
rewarded for the preparation of these notes. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Пед expressly for this journal by Masses. Sxrron-Jongs, O'DeLL лмо 
TEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


10,118. '' Apparatus for manufacture of electrodes.” Metropes, Lip. 
April 12th. А . : 

10,168. '' Telephone systems.“ Western ELECTRIC Co. April 12th. (United 
States, April lith, 1919.) а а 

10,181. “ Production of high-tension unidirectional currents or impulses.“ 
Н. B; Mackenzie. April 12th. ЕС | 

10,181. Thermo-electric systems for. production of electrical energy." E. 
B. Porter. April 12th. mE 

10,194. Control of electric ignition .systéms of internal-combustion 
engines." К. M. Barston. April 12th. | 

10.204. Radio-telegraphy, signalling systems." W. J. MELLERSU-JACKSON 
(A. Taylor). April 12th. | . 

10,216. '' Telephonic apparatus permitting of automatic calling and con- 
necting up." L. Tureat, April 12th. (France, March 6th, 1919.) 

10.217. ‘* Automatic telephony.” L. Tureat. April 12th. (France, 
April 10th, 1919.) EL 

10,232. '' Electric circuit breakers, &c." К. A. R. Botton. April. Lith. 

10,241. ''Continuous-current voltage reducer cells." J. MW. GOODMAN. 
April 13th. 

10,248. Terminal connections for flexible electrical conduits.” F. A. 
GRIFFIN. April 13th. vx 

10,253. Rotary electric transformers and converters.’ 
wok and Н. F. L. SrEvENTON. April 13th. 

10,2258. '' Automatic telephone. &c., systems.” A. Lawsor. April 13th. 

10,263. Electric changing-colour sign.“ F. E. Ewrr, EWTIHL MANUFAC- 
tURING Co. and P. А. TiLLIN HAST. April 13th. 

10,293. '' Electric rotating furnaces.” C. E. Cornenivs., April 13th. 

10.299. Electric muffle furnaces." Avrowaric & Erectric Fursaces. I. Tb., 
E. P. Barro and I.. W. WII. p. April 13th. 

10,300. Electric clocks," F. T. Rein. Aprit 13th. 

10,319. Controlling resistances for electric circuits.’ 
Co. (Cutler Hammer Manufacturing Co.) April 13th. 

10,363. '* Dynamo-electric machines." E. G. Barter. April 14th. 

10,365. '' Sparking’ plug." C. S. Harrison. April 14th. 

10,373. Distributing arrangements for telephone. &c., systems." Avto- 
MATIC TELEPHONE МАХСРАСТСКІХС Co., R. MERCER and J. Savin. April 14th. 

10,374. ''Callindicators for telephone systems.“ AUTOMATIC ‘TELEPHONE 
MANUFACTURING Co. and S. К. Siin. April láth. ; 

10,402. “ Wireless telegraphy.“ F. O. Кар and H. Scorr-TacoanT. 
April lth. ' | 

10,404. '' Multiplex high-frequency electrical signalling systems."", WrstERN 
ELEC TRI Co. April lith. | nu 

10,405. '' Electric burglar-alarm systems.“ G. G. Porton. April 24th. 

10.417. Device for holding telephone receiver when in use." J. E. 
SAUNDERS. April 14th. 

10,466. “ Transmission and distributing with alternating currents." A. M. 
Tartork. April loth, 

10,477. '' Mounting electric motors on machines.“ W. Asen, Lro., and 
G. Еғатнек. April loth. 

10.490. '' Means for electrically indicating vacant seats in theatres, &e.” 
F. H. Аоѕтім and R. Rorertson. April Doth. 

10.512. Electric. telephones," H. P. Rees. April loth. 

10.534. Electric motor control.“ Brims Тпомѕох-Посѕтом Co. and N. 
SHUTTLEWORTH. April loth. 

10,539..  Thermo-electrte measurement of temperature.“ 
Pact Instrument Co. and FE Rowcumrrr. April loth. 

10,542. “ Electric gas-ignition devices. J. O. Deres. April loth 

10,549. '' High-frequency electric signalling," Western ELECTRIC 6.6. 
April 15th. (United States, August 216, 1915.) 

10.551. *'' Wireless telephone transmitters." A. R. Taytor. April 15th. 

10.552, „ Induction or reactance coils." A. R. TavLoR. April 15th. 

10.553, “ Electric cables." W. P. GRawNviLLE and W. S. Ѕмітн. April 15th. 

10,561. “ Electrolytic method, apparatus and product.“ M. M. Merritt. 
April loth. (United States, April 15th, 1919.) | 
11 * Overhead. electrical conductors, cables, & c.“ A. Watts. April 

10.612.“ Spark plugs.“ R. R. III. I. April Mth. (United States. April 
Sth, 1916.) í 

10.620. ‘ Electric gongs and hammers.” C. H. Newton. April 16th. 

10.631. „ Portable magneto lamp." J. Lowe, S. B. Parmer and N. V. 
Pearson. April 16th. 
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10,644. “ High-frequency dynamo-electric machines." British THOMSON- 
Houston Co. April 16th. (United States, June 22nd, 1915.) ; 
10,646. '' Electric lamps." W. R. BULLIMORE. April 16th. 

10.647. Device for testing Sparking plugs." G. BumcuzL. April 16th. 
10,654. ‘ Field pole-pieces for electric machines." Н. Dx La Vacette. April 
16th. (France, April 16th, 1919.) : 

10,661. '' Electric relays.” М. D. Dinirkixvirch. April 161. 

10,666. '' Devices for protecting telephone, telegraph, Ac., instruments 
against lightning or excessive electric potentials.“ A. E. Вкатпе. April 16th. 
10,669. Telephones.” G. B. Burr and C. Kr WN fro. April 16th. 

10.60. Electrolysis needle for face treatment," H. O. BREMNER and Mrs. 
Manninc. April 17th. 

10.691. '' Locking device for switches of direct-current electric motors." G. 
С. AppisoN. April 17th. 

10.702. Device for testing sparking plugs." G. T. War. April 17th. 
10,707. *' Electrical means for indicating relative movements of members of 
apparatus.” W. H. Eccres. April 17th. 

10.718. Winding for electrical apparatus.“ С. SCHROEDER. : April 17th. 
10.719. “ Insulated electric conductor." G. Scuroeper. April 17th. 
10.748. Methods of preventing injurious  carthing-currents in electrical 
nets," Akt. Ges. Brown, Boveri er, Cw. April 17th. (Switzerland, April 
17th, 1919.) 
: 10.754. Multi-pole junction box." M. J. Raming and M. SAUNDERS. April 
7th. j | 

10.760. “ Sparking plugs." K. E. L. Guinness. April 17th. 

10,763. ''"Brush-gear for dynamoelectric machines," East Ax Enui- 
NEERING Co, and H. C. Waters. April 1rth. 

10.772. Electric insulators.” R. Cox. April 17th. 


[елсе суы сеу суас уссен ае 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1916. 

16,250. REGULATING MECHANISM FOR CONTROLLING SPEED OF INDUCTION MOTORS. 
British Thomson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co.). November 13th, 1916. 
(140,476.) 

1918. 


18,683. ARRANGEMENT OF SEVERAL ELECTRIC GENERATING GROUPS FOR THE VUR- 
POSE OF SUPPLYING AN EQUAL NUMBER OF ELECTRIC MOTOR GHOUPS, H. Crochat. 
November 14th, 1917. (140, 491.) 

18,689. METHOD OF ELECTRIC ARC WELDING, CUTTING AND REPAIRING. C. J. 
Holslag. April 20th, 1918. (126.271.) 

19.388. ELECTRIC ACCUMULATOR bl AES. C. P, Elieson. November 221. 
1918. (140,500.) 

20,209. Lamp TELEPHONE RELAYS. M. Latour. December Sth, 1917. (140,506 ) 

21,679. MAGNETO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. R. B. North and A. M. Allen. De- 
cember 24th, 1918. (140,518.) | | 

21,680. MacNtkrO-E; EciRIC. MaCHINES. R. B. North and A. M. Allen. De- 
cember 24th, 1918. (140,519.) 

21,681. INIERRUPTER DEVICES FOR MAGNETO-FEECERIC. MACHINES, R. B. Noth 
and A. M. Allen. December 24th, 1918. (140,520.) 


1919. 

33. ELECTRIC GENERATING ARRANGEMENTS FOR vances. C. L. Kirk. Janu- 
асу 2nd, 1919. (140,525) 

991. CONTROL OF HYDRO-ELECTRIC POWER STATIONS. R. J. Wilson. Janu- 
ary 4th, 1919. (140,528.) 

1.255. EEC TRI cal. switcnes. R. B. Benjamin and А. №. Nilson. May 4th, 
1918. (126,607.) 

1.273. WIRELESS TRANSMISSION, C. S. Franklin. January 17th, 1919. 
(140,538.) 

3.136. STARTING AND SYNCHRONISING OF SYNCHRONOUS DYNAMO-ELECTEIC MA- 
caves. R. E. Grime and Mather & Platt. February Sth, 1919. (140,524 ) 

4.116. INTERCOMMUNICATION TELEPHONE SYSTEM. L. C. Bygrave. February 
19th, 1919. (140.561.) 

4,382. EL ECTROL VTi cent. J. Harris. Februar; 2]st, 1919. 140,563.) 

4.848. ELECTRODES AND WELDING AND LIKE RODS USED IN SOLDERING AND 
PEPOSHING METALS. E. II. Jones and Alloy Welding Processes, Lid, February 
26th, 1919. (140,568.) 

6.124. ELECTRIC LAMPS FOR CYCLES AND THE Link. II. Н. Goldstone and PH. 
O. Farrell. March 12th, 1919. (140,582.) 

6.595. ELECTRIC TERMINAL. J. Chatwin (A. & O. Christ, Sons & Co.). 
March 17th, 1919, (Convention date not granted.) (124,729.) 

8.924. ELrcrRic swncHEs. R. K.eDamey and C. A. Damey. April 8th, 
1919. (140,607) 

10,336. Hicit- TENSION | MAGNETOS. J. H. Runbaken. April 25th, 1919. 
(140,629.) 

13,007. AUTOMATIC OR SEMI-AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. Automatic Telc- 
phone Manufacturing Co. and A. J. Ray. May 23rd, 1919. (140,655) 

13.666. ELECTRIC coms. B. Ames and P. J. Gilinson. May 28th, 1919. 
(140,661.) 

16,268. COMPOSITION FOR “INSULATING AND WATERPROOFING ELECTRICAL 
ELEMENTS. G. Tucker. June 28th, 1919. (140,075) 

21,089. DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. Baron Clifford of Chudleigh. (W. II. 
Clifford). August 27th, 1919. (149,693.). : 

23.073. ELECTRIC INDUCTION COUS FOR MEDICAL PURPOSES. M. H. Goldstone. 
September 19th, 1919. (140,705.) 

26.014. ELECTRICAL MEANS FOR FACHITATING NAVIGATION ON PREDETERMINED 
COURSES. Siemens & Halske Akt. Ges. July Ith, 1918. (134,226.) 

31,199, APPARATUS FOR ELECTRICALLY CONTROLLING RAILWAY TRAINS OR. VEHICLES 
THROUGH THE TRACK. X. R. Angus. October 10th, 1917. (Divided application 
on 15.863,18.) (136,570.) 

31.200. APPARATUS FOR ELECTRICOM LY CONTROLLING RAILWAY TRAINS OR. VEHICLES 
THROUGH THE TRACK. A. R. Angus. October 10th. 1917. (Divided application 
on 15,863/18).  (136,571.) 

59.399. Sparkinc PLUGS. E. F Burrill S E Frubb and T. E Nankivell. 


December 24th 1919 (140.733 ` 


. —ññxx :...... 


E. D. A. Activities. — The latest piece of propaganda issued 
by the E. D. A. is a poster (E. D. A. 73, 28 in. by 18 in.). Electric 
Cookery saves Food and Fuel," depicting a young lady attending to 
an electric cooker. It ia attractively printed in several colours, 
with a space at the bottom for the insertion of the contractor's 
name and address. 


d Canada, £1 


LITHOLITE 
INSULATORS, Ltd. 


65—67, Hackney Grove, London, E. 8. 


"Phone and Telegrams: Dalston, 592, London. 
. FIREPROOF AND OTHER GRADES 
| ESTABLISHED NEARLY 20 YEARS. 


66 ELO 29 


For all purposes for which moulded in- in- 
sulation is required specify "ELO" 
which is water, oil and fireproof. 
^"9o99?99999999999949999992929 


FLEMING. BIRKBY & GOODALL, LTD. 
LIVERSEDGE. YORKSHIRE. 


WRIGHT Tel. : Motor. 
MOTORS. 


WRIGHT MOTORS, Ltd., HALIFAX. 
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SMALL TURNED PARTS and CASTINGS 


for ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 


A. MORTON, 
6, Tenby Street North, Birmingham. 


BROOK 


ONE, TWO and THREE-PHASE 


MOTORS. 
See Sup. 46 


SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST Р. MOY, LTD., 


Manutacturing Electrical Engineers and 
Government Contractors, 


GREENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 
TE 


MICA & MICANITE 
TAYLOR & PETTERS, LTD., 


40, Hatton Garden, London, E.C. 1. 


Phone: 
4575 Central. See Page ii 


MOTORS. * DYNAMOS. 
Victoria Dynamo & Motor Co. 


CRAVEN HOUSE, 


Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 
"Phone: Gerrard 1945, 


Birkby’s 


A. C. ana 
D.C. 


Advertisement Index, see page xxxii. 


- PUBLISHING OFFICE, 4, LUDGATE HILL, E.C. 4. 
6d. per annurn. ; Colonial and pariar 
Yo City. * Онт. : : Wa. Dawson & Sons, LTD 


Telegraphic Address: "Ageekay. Cent.. London.” 
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CHURTON 
* and РО ven 


= MOTORS. 


Y. HARDING CHURTON & CO., LTD., 
Atlas Works, Water Lane, LEEDS. 


SKATOSKALO 
BOILER SCALING TOOLS. 


Sole Maker : 


FRANK GILMAN, 
9, Westfield Road. BIRMINGHAM. 


Bee Advertisement this week, page xxxiii, 
“EMPIRE” 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL 


FOR 
Pumps, Compressors, Machine Tools. 


ELECTRIC CONTROL, LIMITED, GLASGOW. 


WESTERN-ELECTRIC 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Norfolk House, Victoria Embankment, W.C. 2 
Works: NORTH WOOLWICH, LONDON, E. 


TELEPHONES & CABLES. 


Bee Advertisement last week, p. xvii. 


CONNOLLY’S (BLACKLEY), Lo. 


for 
WIRES AND CABLES, 


Bea Advertisement this week, p. fil, 


WHITE 
€lectrical Instrument Co., £td. 


2, 4 & 6, GLOUCESTER ST., 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON, . C. 1. 

"Phone : 
Cıty, 8660 


Wire: 
Voltograph. London. 


ELECTRIC MOTORS. 


One, Two and Three-Phase. 


BRITTAIN’S ELECTRIC MOTOR Co. 
(Late Langdon-Davies Electric Motor Co.), 
110, Cannon Street, London, Е.С. 4. 


INSULATING 
- - BEADS - - 


Immediate Delivery. 


HOLDER-HABRIDEN LTD., 25/27, 10202, 


London, E.G. 


£2 1s. 6d. annum.—New Yorn: D. 
ambers. Pine: Borveac & Ойкупкт, Librairie, Etrangére, 22, Rue de la Banque, 


A [prr C Code. Telephone Nos. City 997; Central 4425 (Editorial only). 


2 чава 


Registered at G. P. O. as a Newspaper and 
Canadian Magasine rate of Postage. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, muy s Free : United 


Van NOSTRAND Park Place, New 


CABLE MAKING 


and the 
Treatment of the Rubber. 


See page xi. 
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PUMP 
VALVES 


DERMATINE CO., Ltd., 
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COAL CONSERVATION. 


WITH a courage that makes one marvel, if not admire, Sir 
Dugald Clerk, in his James Forrest Lecture, resumes 
his attack upon the Report of the Coal Conservation Com- 
mittee, sete up figures of his own in place of theirs, and on 
that basis proceeds to declare the Government scheme a 
* wash-out.” He shows from his own figures that if the 
scheme is carried out on the Committee’s lines for the supply 
of power, there will be an annual saving of 29:9 million 
tons when all private installations and mbst of the existing 
generating stations have been replaced by super-stations— 
and then he says: small fuel savings are possible by 
limiting the use of electricity to light and power.” Small? 
Is 80 million tons a small saving? And that is out of 
48'7 million tons, as stated by Sir Dugald, instead of 44:7 
million tons out of 65 millions, as estimated by the 
Committee. If the railways are electrified, the total 
saving may become 37:4 million tons per annum. 

But a large amount of coal is used for heating purposes 
in mining and industry and in domestic use. e latter 
amount is estimated by the Committee at 35 million tons 
(in 1913); the former, on the basis of Mr. Brownlie's 
estimates, is given by Sir Dugald as 25 per cent. of 65 
million tons, or 16:8 millions (in 1907). 

However, turning to the question of heat production, Sir 
‘Dugald assumes that gasworks in existence use 18:8 million 
tons to generate heat with an over-all efficiency of 18:8 per 
cent., the same amount of coal as would be required by the 
electricity works to supply all the power required for 
industry, at present. Why he takes this figure— 
18:8 millions—we do not know. Assuming that to produce 
and distribute the same quantity of heat electrically would 
consume 2°65 times as much coal, he finds that to supply 
both power and heat electrically would require 18:8 + 49:8 
= 68'6 million tons, instead of the present (assumed) total 
of 67˙5 millions. | — 

By this remarkable process he arrives at the conclusion 
that the super-station scheme is unsound, although he 
has demonstrated that a saving of about 30 million 
tons of coal would be effected by the scheme if electricity 
were used for everything but heating and railways. 

Sir Dugald next deals with the rosy future of the gas 
industry under the new thermal-unit standard system. We 
reproduce elsewhere in this issue a remarkable instance of 
the possibilities that lie before the gas industry in this 
respect, extracted from the recent report of the Fuel 
Research Board; the curve speaks for itself. The lecturer 
states that in a few years the gas works will deliver to 
the consumer (in the form of gas) 75 per cent. of the heat 
in the coal, and the efficiency of use will rise from 42 to 
55 рег cent. We sincerely hope that these forecasts will be 
fulfilled ; but 19 lines further on Sir Dugald says: “І 
have shown that gas will shortly be produced and distri- 
buted at 75 per cent., and used at 55 per cent. thermal 
efficiency for general domestic purposes. Shown "—and 
“shortly!” А mere forecast is not proof. It is quite in 
order to attack the Committee's forecasts— but not to claim 
for the critic's own forecasts that they have been shown 
to be correct when they have merely been stated. | 

On the whole, Sir Dugald’s address is a direct attack on 
the Committee’s report, which signally fails so far as power 
and lighting are concerned ; his only strong point is on the 
subject of heating, which he belabours lustily. In the 
meantime, under the existing conditions—without waiting 
for the super-stations—in every large centre there is a long 
list of would-be consumers clamouring for a supply of 
electricity. Collieries, which, use their own coal; textile 
mills which, Sir Dugald claims, generate power as econo- 
mically as eleotricity works; domestic consumers, for 
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lighting, power, and heating —allalike want electricity, and 
they want it now. Why? 

Simply because the advantages of doing it electrically " 
are now appreciated by all classes; many of them are not 
capable of being set down in cash columns or in heat balance 
sheets - but they exist, all the same, under both heads. 
With electrica] methods, far less energy is consumed than 
the paper calculations indicate— that is proved by the bille 
for energy ; the motor is stopped when not wanted —the gas 
engine goes on running on light load, using nearly as 
much gas as it does on full load; the electric lamp is 
switched off for five minutes—the gas lamp is left burning ; 
the electric radiator is carried to the desk—the gas fire is 
fixed in position, and therefore must be a big one—and во 
ou. How can one aksess the saving due to the fact that 
rooms lighted with electricity need redecoration only once 
in five or six years, where gus-lit rooms look shabby in two ? 
Moreover, a8 we have pointed out before—and this is a most 
important point —the gas works cannot use the rubbish that 
passes for coal at the electricity works and gives good 
results when used by competent hand. Many electricity 
works burn stuff that would otherwise be dumped as useless 
waste, 

No, Sir Dugald ; calculations have many virtues—but 
facts are stubborn things 


BRITISH PRESTIGE ABROAD. 


SOME time ago a Foreign Office Committee was appointed 
to consider by what means the Government could foster a 
greater spirit of solidarity among British communities 
abroad, and make British ideals more generally known and 
appreciated by foreign nations. The subject is one of real 


interest, whether we study it from the standpoint of the 


Britisher abroad, or with the object of securing a correct 
appreciation of British character and achievement, and 
enhancing British prestige generally, among other races. 

Many witnesses appeared before the Committee, and from 
the evidence given it was possible to form & number of 
conclusions, and these are set forth in a White Paper, Cmd. 
672.“ 

Russia and the United States were excluded from the scope 
of the inquiry, the former because of the uncertainty as to 
the conditions which will obtain in Russia in the future, 
and the latter because the British community in the U.S.A. 
differs greatly from that in other countries. On the 
question to what extent State intervention is justifiable, 
marked difference of opinion was found to exist, and the 
conclusion of the Committee is that H.M. Government 
should take no action which would tend to interfere with the 
deeply-rooted British spirit of independence, but help should 
be given to our foreign communities whenever it could be 
done legitimately and with acceptance. The Government is 
recommended to make it known without delay that it takes 
a sympathetic interest in the activities of British communi- 


ties in foreign countries, and is prepared in certain cases to. 


afford them practical support, even though a call upon the 
taxpayer be thus involved. Sach a call is considered 
Justified, in order to promote the solidarity of British com- 
munities and the spread of British ideals. 

Readers who are able to spare the time should secure the 
document and study it in its entirety. Under normal con- 
ditions we should have devoted more space to its considera- 
tion than we can now spare, but we wish to indicate 
generally the line of the recommendations which are 
advanced. and to express a hope that even in these crowded 
legislative hours with their overwhelming problems, the 
temptation to pigeon-hole the report and leave it to lie there 
until it is forgotten under an accumulation of dust, will be 
resisted. Among other things, it is proposed that there should 
ое an effort to secure revistration of all British subjects known 
to be resident in a given district so that they may be kept in 
toach with the British Consul, who will furnish their names 
annually to the Foreign Office. As this will necessarily be 
voluntary, it cannot be quite complete, but it will be most 


* H.M Stationery Office, 2d. net (Report of the Foreign Office 
Com nitt»e on British Communities Abroad). 


helpful if it be fairly so. It is desired that every British 
child abroad should have the opportunity of receiving an 
English education, and provision therefor is necessary. The 
Government should encourage the formation in foreign 
countries of British Chambers of Commerce fully repre- 
sentative of all British intereste concerned. His Majesty's 
Representatives should consult these Chambers on subjects 
affecting British trade. Through such media as patriotic 
societies, churches, and other institutions, the promotion of 
British solidarity and the upholding of British ideals would 
be assisted. 

So far as commercial propaganda is concerned, the real 
direction for Government assistance is considered to be 
through the commercial side of the diplomatic and Consular 
services, the organisation of missions to investigate foreign 
markets, the dispatch of touring exhibitions, the organisa- 
tion of showrooms abroad, and the support of the British 
film industry. 

Not the least important point dealt with is the dissemi- 
nation of English technical books and journals and their 
filing at all British Consulates for consultation by British 
subjects. It is stated that in many foreign countries but 
little use is made of English technical books ; translations 
into foreign languages are but rarely made. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that forelgners gain the impreseion 
that Great Britain counte for little in the world of science.” 
Further: It was made quite evident that the English 
have fallen behind some other countries in making known 
their books abroad, confining their business to the sale of 
books specifically asked for." The question of circulation 
of English technical and other literature is one more 
directly concerning publishers than the readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, but the publishers need the co-opera- 
tion of the Government if they are to set up a central 
distributing organisation to assist in maintaining British 
prestige in the interests of the nation; they also require, 
and it is recommended that they should have, cheaper and 
quicker postal facilities and transport. Facilities are 
lacking for imparting to foreigners information concerning 
new and current British books. It has been recommended 
that Great Britain should join in the international arrange- 
ments by which subscriptions to British papers and 
periodicals can be placed through the medium of foreign 
post offices ; and that a body should be set up to prepare and 
issue catalogues of the most necessary technical and other 
works. One suggestion advanced is that publishers be 
invited to send copies of standard works included in such 
catalogues to British Commercial Secretaries and Consuls, 
in order thut they may bring them to the notice of those 
likely to be interested. Another is that the Board of 
Education should encourage the translation of standard 
English technical works into foreign languages, the 
universities on one side, and industrial and commercial 
federations on the other, being asked to help in promoting 
this object. 

It is finally recommended that a Standing Committee be 
appointed to give effect to such of the above and other 
recommendations contained in the report, as may be 
approved by the Government. 

We earnestly hope that this course will be adopted. If 
the matter rests where it is, we despair of good emerging. 

One matter which directly bears upon the whole subject 
of British technical and scientific prestige abroad is the 
postage rate for technical and trade publications. Postage 
rates at home are to be raised under the Budget provisions, 
but the Government ought to remember in any proposals it 
may contemplate for raising the distribution costs of such 
publications in the Colonies and abroad, that the imposition 
of restrictive postage rates will simply be plaving into 
the hands of other nations which are flooding foreign 
markets with their literature. If the maintenance and 
expansion of British export trade are as vital as the 
Government says, and as we are convinced they aie, 
the Government departments responsible for fixing postal 
rates and giving postal facilities, should not be indif- 
ferent to appeals that are made to them. The provision 
of technical journals for use on Consular and other publie 
tables abroad is a service which publishers have not been 
unwilling to give in the interests of British manufacturing 
and trade, but the maintenance of British scientific and 
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trade reputation is not altogether a private matter for 
publishers. If it is a national matter the nation should be 
prepared to assist in other ways, and not rest contented with 
appointing a committee which shall merely make recom- 
mendations—valuable as these may be. 


UNDER the auspices of the Industrial 
League and Council, an address was 
given at Caxton Hall, on April 21st last, 
by Mr. Herbert W. Jordan, on “A 
National Scheme of Profit-Sharing." 

The scheme suggested is, briefly, that companies should 
be encouraged by some such means as а remissiou or rebate 
of income-tax, and the privilege of using the words “ profit- 
sharing " after the name, to make use of a standard scheme, 
either formulated by the Board of Trade, or recommended 
by the Whitley Council for the industry concerned. After 
providing for depreciation under “the accepted scale" 
(whatever that may be), the net profits should, in Mr. 
Jordan's opinion, be divided up in the following way :— 
First, in the payment of a 6 per cent. cumulative dividend 
on the capital issued and paid up; secondly, in the payment 
of a further 3 per cent. non-cumulative dividend on the 
same capital. Anything over this 9 per cent. would be 
divided into three equal parte. Of these the first third 
would be paid out as a further dividend to the shareholders, 
the next divided among the employés, and the last applied 
for pension purposes. The rate of dividend, mentioned in 
this case as 6 per cent., would fluctuate according to the 
average rate of return on trustee securities. 

The portion of profits available for distribution among 
employés would be paid in cash or shares, and the 
basis of distribution might be in proportion to remunera- 
tion or to position in the concern. 

Reference is made by Mr. Jordan to the Report of the 
Ministry of Labour with which we dealt in our leading 
article of April 28rd last, and he complains that “ it seems 
unfortunate that so valuable and comprehensive a Report 
does not explain the cause of the apathy of the employés 
(which is the root difficulty) or offer any suggestion as to 
how their interest could be aroused." He goes on to state 
his view that the reason for this apathy is that in general 
the employés have to leave the whole matter in the hands 
of their employers. That is true; but the chief point is 
that the amount receivable by each is insignificant. Human 
nature is human nature ; and what is the use of & board of 
directors complacently nodding and smirking about their 
enlightenment because they have a profit-sharing scheme 
which results in an average extra remuneration of about 
half-a-crown a week all round ? This is no exaggeration, 
and no isolated instance, as any interested person can dis- 
cover by paying a shilling for a copy of the Report. And 
Mr. Jordan’s standard scheme will fall down for the same 
reason. . He gives 10 per cent. to the shareholders and 
2 per cent. to the employés, half in cash or shares, and half 
by way of the pension fund. 

Payment by results is, we believe it is fair to say, 
generally accepted as right in theory, so that the question 
resolves itself into one of a fair division of the profits. 
Each side takes, haturally and inevitably, the selfish view. 
Certain Trade Unions object to payment by resulte, because 
their control over the profits earned is not, in their opinion, 
sufficient to justify them in depending upon those profits 
for any substantial portion of their remuneration. Boards 
of directors, particularly during the present boom, have in 
several notable instances done away with bonus systema, and 
reverted to flat salaries, for the sole and simple reason that 
it is, on paper, the less expensive way. Whether it is not, 
in the long run, by far the more expensive way is, in onr 
view, scarcely open to question. That atmosphere of goodwill 
und intensive co-operation which is so necessary to the 
requirements of the exhausted world can only be attained 
when both sides agree to lay their cards on the table, and 
between them to evolve a scheme which, bearing the full 
light of day, will make individual effort and collective 
success the criterion of the reward which each shall receive 
for his labours. : 


Profit-Sharing: A 
Suggested Natioaal 
Scheme. 


AN appeal for assistance in the supply 


у з of raw materials to the industries in 
Industry, German Austria has been issued by Dr. 


Gustav Weiss-Wellerstein, secretary of 
the General Union of German Austria’s Industry. The 
secretary points out that about 70 per cent. of the Austrian 
workmen find occupation in the metal and electrical 
industries, and the production of electrical manufactures 
which took place in old Austria is particularly located in 
the present German Austria, the industry having formerly 
supplied the requirements of the Austro-Hungarian market. 
The reason why the electrical industry formerly had no 
large market in the East was not backwardness, but 
the fact that the Austrian electrical firms had formed 
а syndicate with the works in Germany, which resulted in a 
division of the export markets, to the disadvantage of 
Austria. Now, however, the secretary states, the situation 
has become quite different, and the Austrian electrical 
firms can export on their own account, the East coming into 
consideration as their natural market. E 


WHILE the Electricity Commissioners 
are busy with the formation of big dis- 
tricts and the reorganisation of the great 
electricity supply undertakings of the country, there is a 
risk that the fortunes—or misfortunes—of the smaller 
undertakings may escape attention ; this ought not to be 
allowed to happen, for the matter is one of pressing urgency 
for them, and they are as much entitled to justice and con- 
sideration as their big brothers. Where they are situated 
within range of a bulk supply scheme, it is true, there is no 
fear that they will be overlooked ; but what of the isolated 
stations which are scgttered about the country, in regions 
where there is not the least prospect of a transmission line 
approaching them for many years to come ? What are they 
todo? "They cannot meet the demands for supply which 
rain upon them, without new plant: new plant costs money, 
and they cannot raise funds for the purpose with the 
prospect of extinction hanging over them. In the mean- 
time they have no option but to struggle along with what 
plant they have at command, while the public clamouring 
for electricity, knowing little and caring less about 
the national scheme, is becoming exasperated, and 
lays the blame upon the shoulders of the long- 
suffering undertakers. This onght not to be allowed 
to continue. A decision should promptly be arrived at, 
and each such isolated undertaking should be put in a 
position to raise the necessary capital for extensions by an 
explicit assurance that it will not be affected by the scheme. 
This alone is not sufficient; a guarantee is necessary that 
any capital so expended on bond file extensions shall be 
fully repaid if and when the undertaking is purchased by 
an authority under the new Act. Even where it is definitely 
known that a bulk supply is to be given, extreme annoyance 
is being given both to contractors and the general public 
by the enforced postponement of all new conuections to an 
unknown epoch in the future, owing to the existing station 
being fully loaded.  .Many undertakings have been 
authorised to carry out specified extensions, and no time 
should be lost in regularising the position of all statutory 
undertakers. 

How seriously some of these are affected by the new con- 
ditions is well exemplified by the attempt of Edmundson's 
Electricity Corporation and other companies to obtain 
powers to increase their maximum prices’; we regret to see 
that a Select Committee of the House of Lords, on Monday, 
summarily rejected the Bill without calling upon the 
opposition to give evidence. Are these companies to be 
compelled to fulfil their statutory obligations and yet to be 
deprived of the possibility of paying a modest return on 
the capital which they have invested ? What else is this 
but a policy of confiscation ? 

These small undertakings are usually almost wholly 
dependent on the lighting load, and what that means muy 
be imagined when tothe introduction of the metallic-filament 
lamp and the gas-filled lamp is added the adoftion of 
“ Summer Time,” together with the increased cost of ‘labour, 
materials, and fuel. | | 


Small Electricity 
Undertakings. 


580. 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 86. No. 2,215, May 7, 1920, 


By E. 


ONE of the easiest and quickest ways of making money at 
the present time is to open an electrically-equipped hair- 
dresser’s shop. With the aid of electricity, barbers can 
acquire wealth with extraordinary rapidity, and those who 
are not taking advantage of the fact must either be very 
dull and stupid or quite insane. This interesting and very 
informative article is the outcome of an inspiration derived 
from a well-known propagandist who directed the writer’s 
attention to certain advertisements appertaining to electrical 
hair-dressing appliances, some intended for use in barbers’ 
shops, others in the home. Incidentally, it should also be 
mentioned before proceeding further, that none of these 
things are of the slightest value to the writer, who lost 
his hair years ago in writing for the technical Press, but 
others engaged on less arduous work, and especially ladies, 
ought to find them extremely useful. 

Whilst electric hair-cutting and shaving machines have 
not yet been introduced, there are nevertheless appliances 
for hair-drying, waving, and singeing. The orthodox 
method of singeing is gently to raise the hair from the 
scalp with the aid of a comb, and to apply a lighted taper to 
the extremities, thus causing the hair to be ignited or fused, 
and producing an unpleasant odour. This method, it 


FIG. 1l.—ELECTRIC HAIR SINGER. 


seems, has been in vogue for a great many years, and would 
in all probability still be in vogue, had it not been for the 
introduction of Mr. I. Calvete's electric singer shown in 
fig. 1. This device, which is made of aluminium, and is 
consequently very light, and easily handled, has a hori- 
zontal electric heating element composed of a silica tube 
containing a resistance coil wound on a support, and when 
current is passed through the coil the silica tube becomes 
red hot, very much in the same way as an element or a 
Bastian electrical heater. All the barber has to do when 
operating upon a client is to apply the heated portion of the 
device to the extremities of the hair, which is singed without 
the slightest risk of setting the client on fire. No “ hair- 


cut," it is said, can be perfect unless finished with this little 


machine, which requires only 40 watts to work it, and 
which is claimed to prevent premature baldness. 

We now come to the electric heaters supplied by Mr. 
Eugene, the great hair-waving expert. With the aid of 
these heaters (see fig. 2) straight hair is made wavy, and 
will remain in this condition, even after shampooing, sea 
bathing, or after the hair has been exposed to the influence 
of а һа} bath or to rain. The waves, moreover, are smooth 
and handsome. Hair waving in accordance with Mr. 
Eugene's electrical &ystem requires a certain amount of 


ELECTRICAL HAIR-DRESSING. 


AUSTIN. 


study and experience before proficiency in the art can be 
attained, but briefly, after the hair has been shampooed, 
sections are carefuliy twisted round small metal rollers and 
then bound round with twine, which in turn is covered with 
a damp fabric, charged with borax. Over each roll of hair 
bound with the twine and fabric a paper capsule is then 
slipped, the function of these capsules being to enable the 
heaters (fig. 2) to raise steam from the damp boraxed fabric. 
Readers who contemplate experimenting upon their lady 
friends should note that the part of the process so far 
described is the most important part, and that the success 
of the system greatly depends upon the neatness with which 
the hair is wound upon the rollers. 

Having coiled the hair upon the rollers and applied the 
twine, damp fabric, and capsules in the manner described, 
the heaters, which have previously been connected up to 
the supply circuit, and have attained their maximum tem- 
perature, are slipped over the capsules as shown in fig. 3, and 
all the operator has to do whilst the heaters (suspended on 


FIGs. 2 AND 3,—ELECTRIC HAIR WAVERS, 


the tape-measure principle) remain in position is to see 
that none of them touch the scalp. A special feature of 
the system is that the heaters are made in two sections, 
arranged one above the other, and separately controlled, 
and as the upper section is only switched on for a short 
period, all risk of frizzing the delicate points of the hair is 
avoided. "The lower section gives the proper heating effect 
at the roots, where the hair is most. stubborn, and where a 
nice wave is particularly advantageous. Usually the outfit 
is composed of 10 heaters, and after these have remained on 
10 of the capsules for a period of 20 minutes they are 
removed one by one and placed upon a second set of 
capsules. When all the capsules have been subjected to the 
heat treatment, the heaters are put out of action, the capsules 
removed, the fabric and twine unrolled, and after the rollers 
upon which the hair is coiled have cooled down, a simple 
twist of the hair in the opposite direction to that in which it 
was coiled enables the rollers to be removed. The hair, which 
was originally straight, is now wavy, but by reason of the 
borax in the lint it has a white-powdery appearance, and the 
hair has, therefore, to be re-shampooed. Finally, it is dried 
and combed, when the lady, who at the outset may have been 
plain and unattractive, leaves the saloon looking beautiful. 

Electrical hair-drying is another interesting branch of 
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the hair-dressing industry. With an electrical machine as 
shown in fig. 4, hair can be dried without spending half 
the day in rubbing it with towels. The particular 
machine illustrated is one of the products of the Dexter 
Manufacturing Co., and, in common with the perhaps more 
familiar portable pattern composed of a small motor and 
blower with a handle, it is capable of supplying hot and cold 
air. A special feature of the machine is that the tempera- 
ture of the air discharged from the nozzle and projected on 
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Fig. 4.—ELEkOTBIC HAIR DRIER. 


to the lady's or gentleman's head can be regulated toa 
nicety, simply by manipulating a small shutter. The 
machine is fitted with a two-speed switch which enables the 
fan to give a medium or strong air blast, which in the case 
of this particular machine is heated by gas jets fixed to the 
periphery of the fan case. When the motor is running at 
full speed and the heat regulator is closed, the fan produces 
a large volume of hat air, capable of drying the thickest of 
hair very quickly. The cost of running the motor with 


electricity at 5d. per unit is said to be a farthing per hour, 
and the cost of the gas at 4s. 2d. per 1,000 cb. ft., exactly 
a penny per hour, the total operating cost thus being 14d. 
per hour, or 18. 3d. for 12 hours’ continuous use, Hair 
drying machines similar to the one illustrated, but with 
electrical heaters, are also supplied by Messrs. C. B. Wright 
and Co., and these heaters may be mounted on a pedestal 
as shown, or be attached to a wall bracket. Another of 
the Dexter Co.’s products is the electric stove (fig. 5) for 
heating hair waving irons or tongs, which is constructed 
of polished aluminium and made for all voltages ranging 
from 100 to 250 volts, D.C. or А.С. Yet another device of 
much use in hair-dreasing operations is the electrically- 
driven rotary hair brush made by the Light Electric Motor 
Co., of Dundee. i 

Electric massage is, of course, an operation closely related 
to hair-dre&sing. Scalp massage is said to prevent dandruff, 
baldness, itching scalps and so forth. Daily applications of 
an electric massage vibrator invigorate the hair roots and 


кта. 5.—EunkcTRIC HAIR Тохаѕ HEATER. 


are claimed to promote hair growth. Electric massage is 
also said to cure certain ailmente, such as sciatica. Face 
massage, however, is the most common form of treatment 
practised by barbers, and those in any way interested in 
this lucrative branch of the electrical business should not 
fail to remember that there is a great and ever-increasing 
demand for face massage appliances. 


THE REMOTE CONTROL OF ROTARY CONVERTER SUB-STATIONS. 


By H. WILSON, Mains Superintendent, Maidstone Corporation Electricity Works. 


Most supply undertakings which operate on a low-tension 
three-wire supply have outlying districte in which the 
supply pressure is anything but satisfactory. An inquiry 
from such a district for “ 6-кү, cooking ” or 30 H. P., 
generally leads to much speculation in the mains depart- 
ment, and the sequel is often a courteous reply from the 
supply authority, stating that: “ We regret that with our 
present mains, &c.," or We are considering the installa- 
tion of a sub-station, and hope to go into your inquiry at a 
future date." Sooner or later that sub-station will have to 
be put down, and will probably consist of a rotary con- 
verter fed by an E.H.T. main through a transformer. Often 
the revenue from the section in question will hardly cover 
the capital charges on plant installed at the sub-station, 
and the E.H.T. main supplying it, and under these circum- 
stances anything which will cut down the running expenses 
is worthy of consideration. 

It is probable that the sub-station may have to run from 
7 am. to 10 p.m., and this means two attendants, and 
possibly more. With the 47-hour week, and the proposed 
basic rates for the electricity supply industry, this will 
probably mean £8 to £10 per week in wages. 

It is to those who have installed, or are about to install, 
such a sub-station that the following suggestions are offered, 
and the author may add that he has installed and successfully 
operated the scheme set out below. 

The diagram, fig. 1, shows, as simply as possible, the 
connections between the sub-station and generating station. 

The principle of the remote control is that the voltage 
regulation of the rotary at the sub-station can be accom- 


plished either by the usual field rheostat provided at the 
sub-station, or by means of an auxiliary rheostat on the 
direct-current feeder panel at the works operating through 
8 pilot cable between the works and the sub-station. 

It is also possible to shut down the rotary at the sub- 
station from the works, provided that a second pilot wire is 
available, and that the H.T. oil switch at the sub-station has 
been fitted with a D.c. trip coil. When shutting down, the 
D.C. rotary breakers at the sub-station are operated through 
the second pilot wire by means of the over-speed trip coil, 
which is usually present on a rotary control panel. The 
same pilot wire operates the D.C. trip coil on the H. T. oil 
switch, so that both this and the р.с. breakers are operated 
at the same instant, current being admitted to the second 
pilot wire by means of a push-button on the D. C. feeder 
panel at the works. 

The method of operation is that an attendant from the 
works starts up the sub-station rotary in the ordinary way, . 
parallels with the p.c. supply, and when the rotary is 
running light on the bus-bars, he notifies the works by tele- 
phone that he has started up, and he is then at liberty to 
return to the works, or to go on to another sub-station and 
repeat the process. 

The attendant at the works then watches the ammeters 
on the D.c. feeder punel—which are of the centre zero type 
—and when these begin to show that power is going out to the 
sub-station, he increases the rotary voltage at the sub-station 
by means of the auxiliary rheostat, until the ammeter pointers 
return to zero, or if necessary to some specified value, on the 
other side of the zero mark, representing power returned 
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by the sub-station to the works bus-bars. 
there аге no consumers connected on the p. C. feeder between 
the works and the sub-station, a zero reading on the feeder 
panel ammeters at the works means that the sub-station is 
generating at the same pressure as the works’ bus-bars. 
With a go-and-return resistance of 0°5 ohm in the р.с. 
feeder, 20 amperes going to the sub-station means that the 
sub-station pressure is 10 volta below the works’ pressure. 
Оа the other hand, 20 amperes back to the works means the 
sub-station pressure is 10 volts high. These figures can be 
tabulated for all likely loads and placed on the feeder panel at 
the works, so that the p.c. ammeters at the works can be used 
to give a correct indication of the relative pressures at the 
works and sub-station, and thus of the actual voltage at the 
sub-station. This is important, as it may place at liberty 
an existing voltmeter pilot cable to supply the two 
conductors necessary for the remote control. 

The works attendant proceeds during the day to regulate 
the sub-station voltage by means of the auxiliary rheostat, 
and when he decides that he can dispense with the sub- 
station, and pick up the remaining load from the works, he 
reduces the auxiliary rheostat to the last stop, and opens 
the auxiliary single-pole field switch. This leaves the sub- 
station running light, or exactly as it was left by the 
attendant after starting up in the morning, and the works 
attendant can then operate the н.т. oil switch and p.c. 
breakers at the sub-station by means of the push-button 
switch and the second pilot wire. 

If two additional pilot wires are available between the 
works and the gub-station, it is a distinct advantage to have 


Assuming that 


any case, and the control cable can be incorporated with 
these. 

There is usually room on the p.c. feeder panel at the 
works for the hand-wheel of the auxiliary rheostat, the 
single-pole auxiliary field switch, and the push-button 


‘switch for shutting down. If not, these should be arranged, 


of couree, as near the p. C. feeder ammeters as possible, to 


facilitate the regulation. 


Where several sub-stations are in contemplation, the 
saving accomplished in wages will be considerable, and the 
initial cost of installation will be much below that of 
automatic voltage regulators, while the maintenance will 
also be much less. 


———————— 8 


INVERSE POWER FACTOR, 
By C. TURNBULL, 


THE converse or inverse of an idea is frequently of much 
use ; indeed one may, not seldom, come upon an entirely new 
idea by inverting one that is well known. Kelvin used the 
method quite frequently. Before his day, people tried to 
make the mariner’s com accurate by increasing the 
strength of the magnet. Conversely it was possible to make 
the compass work satisfactorily with a weak magnet, if one 
lightened the moving parts sufficiently. This seems obvious 
enough to us now, but no one thought of it until Kelvin 
introduced his improved compass. Similarly, it was possible 

to state certain thermodynamic proposi- 


PHASE | tions in terms of the thermometer scale. 
6 600 VOLTS U Kelvin inverted the process, and stated the 
l thermometer scale in terms of епо: 
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FIG. 1.—REMOTE-CONTROLLED ROTARY CONVERTER. 


a pilot lamp on the works feeder panel, connected directly 
across the rotary terminals at the sub-station, as when 
shutting down this removes any question whether the a.c. 
and p.c. switches have both been operated at the sub- 
station. 

It should be noted that not only can the control of the 
gub-station be accomplished either from the works or the 
sub-station, but that it can be transferred in a few moments 
from either point to the other, without disturbing the dis- 
tribution of the load at either end, simply by increasing the 
current through one rheostat, and decreasing it through the 
other, or 2 ire versa. 

These operations may appear rather lengthy and complex 
on paper, but in practice they are easily understood and 
accomplished by the average attendant. | 

In favour of the system outlined it may be urged that in 
most rotary sub-stations the attendant does nothing after 
starting up except regulate the voltage and then shut down. 
Also, it is a great advantage to have the control of the plant 
at the works and the sub-station under the hand of one 
attendant, and saves a great deal of telephoning between the 
two places. | 

With regard to pilot cables, these are often in existence as 
voltmeter cables laid with the original D.c. feeder, and in 
the case of new sub-stations, they can be laid with the E.H.T. 
feeder; telephone cables will probably have to be laid in 


dynamics. 

Again, when everybody was working in 
ohms, Kelvin invented the mho, which has 
turned out to be so useful that we have nov 
added to it the terms admittance and su- 
ceptance. 

The time is now overdue for a term 
equivalent to “inverse power factor.” li 
is well known that one of the great diff. 
culties of charging adequately for energy 
at low power factor arises from the fact 
that commercial men cannot understand 
power factor. It is certainly very puzzling 
to a commercial man to understand 
his motor is using a large amount of current 
because it has a power factor of 60 per 
cent. or 70 per cent. It sounds rather 
as if the motor were only using some 60 per 
cent. or 70 per cent. of the power that 
it ought to, and it seems to be a part- 
cularly good motor. If instead of speaking of power factor 
we used the term “current factor,” and spoke of, say, 19) 
per cent. C. r., it would be much easier to get consumers t 
understand what it all means. The current factor of 
180 per cent., indeed, would mean that the motor took 
80 per cent. more current than it ought to. One can 
further explain that this excessive current means that the 
cables on the consumer's premises, and also the under 
taking's mains, have to be 80 per cent. bigger than would be 
necessary if the motor had been designed on more efficient 
lines. 

Not only would the term be easier to explain to cor 
sumers, but it would be more useful even to the technic“ 
man. It would give him his results directly, and that woul 
lead to clear thinking. 


Public Utility Companies Bill.—In the House of Lords 
last week, says Zhe Times, Lord Somerleyton moved the wet 
reading of the Public Utility Companies (Capital Issues) in 
which had come up from the Commons. The Bill provides a т 
variation of the provisions regulating the raising of capità lr 
companies carrying on public utility undertakings for the ue 
of yas, water, hydraulic power, and electricity and tramway 01 ў 
takings, including light railways oonstructed wholly or mainly 
public roads, The Bill waa read a second time. 
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COAL CONSERVATION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.“ 


By SIR DUGALD CLERK, K. B. E., D.Sc., F. R. S., M. Inst С.Е. 


OUR present industrial civilisation depends upon our sup- 
plies of fuel and inotive power, and without coul, oil, and 
motive power it would be impossible to support in compara- 
tive comfort our population of 46 millions. 

According to Prof. Bone's estimates, power, gasworks, and 
domestic use consume between them 134 million tons per an- 
num, or about 7l per cent. of the whole coal consumption 
of the United Kingdon). | | | 

The Coal Conservation Committee arrived at the conclusion 
that 50 million tons of coal were consumed in this country 
in 1917 for the production of power, including railways; they 
considered that only 25 millions would be required if the 
whole of the existing steam engines in separate factories, and 
the steam locomotives on railways were replaced by a great 
general system of electrical generation and distribution. 

Are the facts dealt with by the Coal Conservation Committee 
such as to justify the sweeping conclusions arrived at? Many 
competent electricians and most capable motive-power en- 
gineers have the gravest doubt as to the accuracy of the data 
presented and as to the cutcome of the ambitious scheme 
advocated. | 

The report assumes an approximate knowledge of four 
values :— i E 

1. The amount of coal used in the United Kingdom for the 
production of power only. | 

2. The amount of mechanical or electrical energy produced 
from this coal and used in driving workshops, mills, factories, 
electrical generation and railways by steam engines, recipro- 
cating and turbine. 

3. Assumed (calculated from (1) and (2) consumption of 
coal per brake horse-power hour at present. 

4. Possible reduction of total consumption of coal by the 
proposed super-stations. | | | 

With regard to (1), an attempt is made to arrive at this 
value by consideration of the values returned in the census of 
production for 1907. The conclusion is that in 1907 the esti- 
mated coal consumption in industry, including mining, was 
approximately 70 million tons, but the whole of this coal 18 
not used for power production because it includes im- 
portant amounts of coal used for purposes other than the 
generation of power, as in brick making, in chemical trades 
and in bakehouses.”’ | 

It is assumed that only 75 per cent. of the total coal is used 
for power production in industry, that is 52.5 million tons. If 
railways be included the total consumption is stated to be at 
least 65 million tons. It is further stated that the present 
(1917) consumption including railways is 80 millions. 

In the list of purposes requiring the reduction by 25 per 
cent. above no allowance appears to be made for the large 
amounts of steam consumed in factories and mines for heat- 
ing and general technical processes in industries like dying, 
bleaching, calico printing, tanning, hat manufacture, chemical 
trades, heating premises and others. Mr. Brownlie considers 
that the proportion of steam so included in power production 
is from 20 to 30 per cent. of the total. The 65 million tons 
consumed in mining and industry is thus subject to a deduc- 
tion of, say, 25 per cent., and the real value for power pro- 
ducing purposes, including railways, is more probably 48.7 
million tons. 

With regard to (2), the total output of mechanical energy 
produced from the coal used in driving workshops, mills, 
factories, electrical generators by steam engines, reciprocating 
and turbine (excepting railways), during the year of the 
census 1907, is estimated by the Coal Conservation Committee 
as 14,691 million H.P.-hours. To estimate this value it is 
assumed that the nominal H.P. of steam engines may be used. 
The practice as to nominal H.r. of a steam engine 18 to expect 
the actual power obtained to be at least one and & half times 
the nominal value. This would cause the power of the 
separate eteam engines returned in the census to be higher 
than that used to determine the total H.P.-hours of the plant 
per annum. For this reason I consider that the steam-engine 
H.P. hours per annum are too low. The total H.P.-hours in 
1907 was more probably 20,987 million H.P.-hours. | 

With regard to (3), my estimate of the total coal consump- 
tion under (1) during 1907 for steam motive power only, in- 
cluding railways, as explained is 48.7 million tons; deducting 
for railwavs 12.5 millions we get 36.2 millions. The coal con- 
sumption per H.P.-hour is therefore 36.2 * 2, 240/20, 9873.9 lb. 
nearly. 

In the committee report the value arrived at, without 
correcting for steam consumption other than motive power. 
and without correcting the nominal H.P. for steam-engines, is 
8.03 lb. This number, however, is given up, and 5 lb. per 
H. P.-hour is adopted from typical cases. | 

According to Mr. D. Wilson. technical adviser to the Coal 
Controller, the electricity supply undertakings of the United 
Kingdom utilising coal generated in the vears 1917-18. 4,674 
inillion Board of Trade units on an average consumption of 


„James Forrest Lecture read before the INSTITUTION . 


or Civi, ENGINEERS. Abstract. 


3.47 lb. of coal per unit, or 2.59 lb. per electrical H.P.-hour. 
We have thus accurate knowledge of the fuel consumption of 
ut least 10 per cent. of the whole power of the country. 

The textile trades ure large power consumers, and their 
reciprocating steam engines are highly econouucal. Com- 
pound engines working at about 100 lb. per sq. in., consume 
about 2.7 lb. of coal per 1.8.P. net. Compound high-preasure 
engines consume about 1.85 lb. of coal per I.H.P. net, and 
about 1.45 lb. when superheated steain is used. At 90 per 
cent. mechanical efficiency the mean consumption is 2.33 lb. 
of coal per B.H.P.-hour. Allowing for some of the older 
engines, 2.5 lb. per B.H.P. seems а very probable figure for the 
textile industry. 

In July, 1919, Mr. D. Brownlie published a critical examina- 
tion by him of the performances of 250 boiler plants in different 
industries. He found that the maximum evaporation of water 
per pound of coal was 7.85 Ib., and the minimum value was 
4.96 lb. The average value was 6.56 lb. At 20 lb. steam per 
B.H.P.-hour this would give a mean of 3.05 lb. of coal per 
B.H.P. A similar examination by Mr. Brownlie of 100 typical 
colliery boiler plants gives 5.44 lb. of water per pound of coal. 
If we assume that the colliery engines require 30 lb. of 
steam per B.H.P.-hour because of the nature of their work, the 
average coal consumption for the collieries per B.H.P.-hour is 
5.5 lb. of coal. Pumping engines for mines, however, con- 
sume about 2 lb. of coal per pump E. p.-hour. | 
. To arrive at an approximate average for the whole country 
it is further necessary to study the distribution of the total 
steam power of the country among the different engines of 
greater and less economy. The data depend on the returns 
made at the census of production of 1907. 

On this basis the average for the United Kingdom is 4.05 lb. 
of coal per B.BH.P.-hour. I have thus arrived at two values. 
The first is 3.9 lb. of coal per B.H.P., estimated on census of 
production data, and the second is 4.05 lb. of coal per B.H.P.- 
hour, estimated by considering the average of many typical 
steam engines. The agreement is close. 

With regard to (4), it has been shown that after allowing 
for steam used for purposes other than motive power the 
Coal Conservation Committee estimate of 65 million tons 
consumption is reduced to 48.7 millions. -If we assume with 
the committee that super-stations in the early future will 


generate 1 E.B.P.-hour on 1.56 Ib. of coal, then the possible 


consumption by the complete substitution of such stations 
for existing stations and power-producing steam engines. 
assuming the figure of 4.05 lb. is 18.77 million tons. The 
saving is 99.9 million tons. 

The saving, as contemplated by the committee, on 65 
million tons, the consumption for stationary engines, is 44.7 
million tons. | | 

Мг. К. Т. Smith, in his presidential address to the Institu- 
tion of Electrical Engineers, states that if all the railways 
of the country be electrified, it is possible to save from 7 to 
8 million tons of coal per annum; we then get as total 
„saving 29.9+7.5=37.4 million tons per annum. The sav- 
ing of 55 million tons expected by the committee is, in my 
opinion, based on fallacious reasoning. 

The foregoing discussion assumes thát power and light are 

to be generated, not heat; but the committee report clearly 
intends to generate heat also and expects to do so with 
economy superior to the exieting systems of coal and gas com- 
bustion. To test this matter it is desirable to consider first 
the question of heat supply by electricity and by coal gas. 
. The average efficiency of gas production for the kingdom 
is 46 per cent. and the efficiency of distribution is 95 per cent., 
so that the consumer receives at his premises 43.6 cent. 
of the heat used at the gasworks ready to produce that 
tity of heat on combustion. The thermal efficiency of the 
gas in use for domestic and manufacturing purposes is 42 per 
cent.; that is, the final efficiency referred to the heat con- 
sumption at the gasworks is 43.6X0.42—18.3 per cent. 

Electricity generated at a fuel consumption of 1.56 lb. of 
coal per E.H.P.-hour gives a thermal efficiency of production 
of 13 per cent. The efficiency of transmission for short dis- 
tancés is 90 per cent., and the electricity consumer receives 
on his premises 13 х0.9=11.7 per cent. of the heat consumed 
in the thermodynamic transformation at the super-station. 

The efficiency of electricity in use for domestic and indus- 
trial pu such as electric heating of rooms, electric heat- 
ing and boiling water, and industrial metal heating and melt- 
ing is estimated by me as 59 per cent. e consumer thus 
uses in his apparatus 11.7х0.59=6.9 per cent. of the heat 
units consumed at the generating station. 

For equal heat actually applied to the work. gas thus 
returns 18.3 per cent. of the heat of production, distribution, 
and use, while electricity only returns 6.9 per cent. For equal 
heat work electricity thus consumes 2.65 times the coal of 
the country to do the same work. How would this fact effect 
the conclusions of the committee report? | 

Assume for the purpose of testing the matter that the super- 
Stations are in being—generating and distributing by elec- 
tricity the whole of the power estimated as in present use— 
then the total coal consumption per annum will be 18.8 
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million tons at 1.56 lb. of coal per E.H.P.-hour. "The old con- 
sumption under the present system of industrial and not 
collective power generation would be, as I have shown, 48.7 
millon tons; the saving shown is thus 29.9 million tons. This 
assumes all private power installations and nearly all existing 
generating stations to be abolished and replaced by the new 
super-stations. | 

Assume now that gasworks in existence use 18.8 million 
tons of coal to generate heat at 46 per cent. efficiency of 
production and 18.3 per cent. efficiency of production, dis- 
tribution, and use. The total fuel consumption between 
power by electricity and heat by coal-gas will be 18.8 & 237.6 
milion tons. The total coal consumed for the combined 
supply of power-and heat by way of electrical generation 
would be 15.5-4-49.5— 08.6 million tons, and the loss by adopt 
Ing electricity for heating is 31 million tons per annum. 

It then the ideas of the committee be carried out as to the 
‘supply of electricity for heating, cooking, and industrial metal 
tnelting and treating, as well as for power, the whole assumed 
saving on power will be lost, and 68.6 millions of coal per 
annum will be consumed instead of 67.5. 

In my opinion, on the facts which I have shown, the 
saper-sfations will not justify their existence. The Govern- 
ment scheme 1s wrong, and the sweeping conclusions arrived 
at by the Coal Conservation Comittee are unjustifiable. 
There is no possiblity of saving 55 million tons per annum 
of the fuel of the country by carrying out the full scheme. 
Small fuel savings are possible by limiting the use of elec- 
tricity to light and power. In so far as electricity displaces 
gas for heating purposes, in so far would the coal consump— 
tion of the country be increased. 

In considering a general scheme of fuel saving for the 
United Kingdom, it 1s necessary to take a broader view than 
has been done by the Government Committees. Not only 
should the efficiency for motive power be considered, but the 
whole heating systeins of the country should be dealt with 
in order to obtain a combined etticiency of beating, lighting, 
and motive power. 

In 1917 the gas industry carbonised 90 inillion tons of coal, 
and the heat of 10.8 million tons was used to produce and 
distribute the coal-gas utilised in the United Kingdom, while 
the heat of 9.2 million tong remained available for use in the 
form of solid coke and semi-liquid tar and oil. 

Great changes are now in operation throughout the gas 
industry due to the adoption of the thermal-unit standard for 
sale and the passing away of the intrinsic illumination stan- 
.dards so long adopted. "These changes allow of greatly im- 
proved thermal efficiencies of production and distribution. 
In a few years the majority of gasworks will deliver to the 
consumer in the form of gas 75 per cent. of ‘the whole heat 
of the coal used, and the improvements in gas apparatus, 
construction, and design are so great that the efficiency of 
use of the gas will rise from 42 per cent. to 55 per cent. 

The effect of these two changes will cause the consumption 
of coal to be reduced from 10.8 million tons per annum to 
4,8 million tons giving the same service of heat, light, and 
power, as at present. If. however, the use of gas expands 
at ita present rate а double service could be given on 9.6 
million tons. If we retain the same service we save 6 million 
tons per annum on the gas industry alone. | 

[ have shown that gas will shortly be produced and dis- 
tributed at 75 per Pent, and used at 55 per cent thermal 
efficieney for general domestic purposes. That is, the ultimate 
efficiency from coal consumed at the gasworks to heat utilised 
by the consumer is 0.75 x0. 55 0.41. From this it is evident 
that at the new higher efficiencies of gas it will economise the 
country’s fuel resources to introduce gas to all households 
instead of coal for all purposes where coal is at present burned. 
On the assumption of complete displacement of coal in house- 
holds bv gas. instead of using 35 million tons we should only 
nse 17.5 million tons. We save 17.5 million tons on this item. 
Further savings will be made by the rapidly increasing use 
of gas for industrial purposes. Savings of £ million tons out 
of the 90 millions estimated to be used for raising steam for 
heating purposes, 4nd 4.4 million tons out of the 17 millions 
used by collieries for motive power, can be effected by im- 
proved methods of working. a 

I welcome the progress of electricity as shown from the 

Coal Controller’s returns. Electricity 1s doing good work in 
the conservation of coal. The average consumption per B. H. p. 
for the whole country I estimate at 4 lb. of coal, but the 
electrical generation of the country has reached the lower 
figure of 2.6 Ib. per в.н.р.-ћопг; it has become as economical 
of fuel as the textile industries. The purpose of reducing it 
still further to 1.5 lb. and even 1 Ib. is good and commendable, 
but the Coal Conservation Committee Report advocates a 
line of advance which follows the direction of ''colossal" 
standardisation so characteristic of German ideas and develop- 
ment which ultimately brought that country to ruin when 
pitted against the organised individualism of the British Em- 
pire, ; 
The notion of the great gain to be expected from very 
large steam turbines is quite erroneous. Even with the most 
modern plant which can be built an increase in power from 
10,000 kilowatts to 100.000 kilowatts only reduces the steam 
consumption per kilowatt-hour from 9 lb. to 8.5. 

Of the whole 421 stations examined bv Mr. Wilson, the most 
economical station is one with an annual output of 40 mil- 
lion Board of Trade units. The efficiency is 13.05 per cent. 


In the actual examples dealt with by Mr. Wilson, a rise in size 
of station from 0.2 to over 40 million units per annum only 
increases the thermal efficiency roughly from 1l per cent. t 
13 per cent. 

The town gas industry at present supplies about 445.0 
B.H.P. of gas engines, or about 1,344 ш1Шоп H. p.-hours per 
annum, at the etfticiency of 25 per cent. of the heat of the 
gas transformed into B. H.P., and 10.9 per cent. referred to the 
coal consumed at the gasworks. Electricity gives 6.9 per 
cent. But with the higher gas-producing and distribution 
efficiencies referred to, the gas of the near future would give 
18.5 per cent. from gasworks to users' B.H.P. 

Electricity at 1.56 lb. coal per E.P.H.-hour. and 90 per cent 
efficiency of distribution, gives 10.7 B.H.P from motor Gas 
power has thus the advantage of 18 5/10.7=1.73. 

Gas power by suction and other producers mainly accounts 
for over half a million E. Hp. in internal-combustion engines, 
and here the ultiinate thermal etficieney exceeds 20 per cent. 
This is the highest figure to which the electricians at present 
aspire. A recent examination by me of the limits of thennal 
efficiency of gas and oil engines, shows conclusively that £ 
рег cent. B.H.P. may be obtained in the near future. Sir 
Charles Parsons at the same time prepared an estimate of the 
limiting efficiency of the steam turbine as 28 per cent. 

Obviously the use of the internal-combustion engine wil 
have a great effect in future in increasing the power and 
reducing the fuel consumption required for motive power. 
and this without requiring any departure from the individual 
veneration of motive power in small units up to 3,000 нг. 
The great advantage of gas power is that sinall units such as 
even 50 B. H.P. give efficiencies quite as high as that of the 
larger units of gas and super-units of electricity. 

So far small gas power driving for factories, whether by 
shaft and belt drive, or electric drive from a private works 
central station, has been superior in thermal and cost eff. 
clency as compared with any public supply from great central 
electricity generating stations. ‘The extension of the small 
power units, so long as it progresses in free competition with 
best electricity distribution, tends to reduce the fuel con 
sumption and conserve the fuel resources of the country. 

In factories large quantities of steam are used for many 
manufacturing and chemical operations. In some cases the 
steam so used is the exhaust from steam engines, and in such 
cases the more economical plan for obtaining the maximum 
general thermal efficiency within the works consists in dis 
charging the exhaust steam from the engine at a pressure 
slightly above atmospbere, so that its temperature for the 
purpose of heat supply or chemical action is above 212 deg. F. 

Although the engine does not show the maximum thermal 
efficiency, the combination of engine and heat-producing by 
steam gives extremely high thermal efficiencies. 

‚То make use of this combined systein in using steam en- 
gines, however, it is necessary to dispense with condensation 
of the steam and the power obtained by working at pressures 
below atmosphere. In the case of the steam turbine, the very 
high efficiency of 19 per cent. is obtained by the use of high 
expansions and low pressure in a condenser. In great central 
stations, turbine driven. the combined system therefore re 
quires the discharge of the steam from the turbine above 
atmospheric pressure and therefore the limitation of thermal 
efficiency of the turbine to about 10 per cent. instead of 19. 
If the whole of the discharged heat, however, is required 
for, say, domestic heating in a city, then the combined ef- 
ciency will be very high. - 

The internal-combustion engine differs from the steam tur 
bine in this, that the thermal efliciency is not disturbed by 
the use of the exhaust gases for the purpose of heating. It 
can be more readily applied to the combined system of pre 
ducing heating and motive power than the steam engine. 

If an electricity generating station is to seriously attempt 
to supply heat as well as light and power, then the only 
practicable course appears to be the production of a turbine 
using steam through a limited expansion, so that high-tem- 
perature steam becomes available for heat distribution at 
temperatures about the boiling point of water. The use ? 
such high-pressure steam turbines withont vacuum would 
be very convenient for other reasons. The choice of the 
position for the central station would be greatly extended. 3 
the enormous quantity of water required for condensation 
would be entirely dispensed with. 

There is another method of obtaining heating from steam. 
gas or electrical power, which was advocated by Lord Kelvin 
more than 30 years ago. In virtue of a perfect heat engine 
being capable of being worked backwards. in the case ol ? 
reversed engine working between 16 deg. C. and 36 dez. C. 
the heat equivalent of the electrical energy put into the engine 
is about 151 times the energy put into it. By this devi 
Tord Kelvin considered that with a reversible engine driven 
bv motive power, rooms might be heated and ventilated by 
the same machine, with an exnenditure of heat of 1/15} of the 
heat in the air delivered. This is a most interesting an 
fascinating application of the Carnot cycle. It has never been 
put into practice to my knowledge, and even assuming o 
50 ner cent. efficiency of reversed transformation, we shot 
still get nearly eight times the heat equivalent of the power 
used. Lord Kelvin's proposal would enable electricians 
heat rooms to a moderate extent by interposing this machiti, 
and using electricitv to produce motive power and Inoue 
heat air. The difficulties of application are practical, 
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theoretical. In my opinion the practical difficulties can be 


overcome. 
Further great savings of fuel 
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From the preceding discussion it will be seen that I do not 
Coal Conservation Committee 
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the use of electricity to produce heat by the existing means. 
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Swiss TRADE STATISTICS. 


Тин following statistics, ehowi i export 
of Switzerland in electrical and = Ве 9 i e 
the recently-issued official trade returns relatin 


year 1918. The figures for 1917 


and notes added of any increases or decreases. 
| IMPORTS. 
em | 1917 1 z ; 

Electric cable, not insulated.— Frs. Fu. Б “е 

From Germany 8000 — — 8,000 
„ France "3 4,000 — — 4,000 
„ United States — 159,000 + 159,000 

. Total .. ... 7,000 159,000 + 152,000 

Blectrio cable not lead iron 

E i me Har covered or iron armoured: 

From y ... 100  — - 100 
„ United Kingdom 5.000 100 — 400 
„ France T ,000 1000 — 17,000 
„ Italy eee , 4,000 = 1,000 

Total .. _ 27,000 4,000 | — 993,000 

Cable ditto covered with lead and iron armoured — 

From Germany "aL — 100 + 1,000 

Cable insulated with rubber or paper and 

covered with teztiles.— | 

m Germany . 1000 15,000 + 14,000 
„ Italy .. . 81,000 6.000 — 75.000 
» United Kingdom 4,000 40,000 + 386,000 
» France 6,000 1,000 = 5,000 . 

Total 92,000 62,000 — 980,000 

Cable ditto covered with lead.— 

Total . А 3,000 8,000 — 

Dynamo electric machines and electric transformers.— 

From German 544,000 174,000 — 870,000 
„ France н 10,000 000 + 30, 000 
„ б у... 6,000 500 — 1,000 
„ United Kingdom 16,000 9,000 — 7,000 
» United States 66,000 106000 + 60,000 
» Other countries 9,000 1,000 — 8,000 

Total А — 641 ,000 835,000 27 906,000 

Aceumulators, ёс. (other).— | 

From Germany 32.000 19,000 — 13,000 
m. France | 68,000 Xx c 68,000 

Total 100,000 19,000 — 81,000 

Electric locomotives.— 

a x Total T 43,500 TT NU 43,500 

Steam engines, cranes, pumps, turbines, dic.— 

From Germany — ..  ... 133,000 256.000 + 123.000 
» United Kingdom — 6,000 + 6,000 
» United States 25.000 17,000 — 8,000 
» Sweden | 18,000 — — 18.000 
» Other countries 6,000 — — 6.000 

Total 182,000 279,000 + 97,000 

Accumulators, batteries, electrodes in combination with 

rubber or celluloid.— 

From Germany 8,000 40,000 + 82,000 
„` Italy . 20,000 28,000 + 8,000 
" France nee 4,000 — = 4,000 
„ United States 12,000 — - 12.000 
» Other countries 5,000 — — 5.000 

Total 49,000 6.00 + 1900 


goods, 


have been taken 


to the 


have been set beside them, 


MEM | 1917 1918 Ing. er dec. 
Electrio erc lamps.— : Fre. 
From Germany 21,000 7,000 – 14, 000 
Electric incandescent lamps, unmounted.— | 
From Germany .. ... 548,000 14,000 — 884, 000 

„ Austria Hungary .. 1,000 7,000 + 6,000 
Total 549,000 21,000  — 598,000 

Electric incandescent lamps, mounted.— | 

From German .. 3, 894,000 8,109,000 | — 985,000 
„ Austria Hungary ... 1,109,000 1,173,000 + 64, 000 
„ Holland ае { 447,000 ‘+ 8,000 
„ United Kingdom — 2000 + 9,000 
„ Other countries 400 1000 — 8,000 

Total .. 4,851,000 4,732,000 — 119,000 

Insulators, mounted.— 

From Germany 28,000 205,000 + 177,000 
» Spain ... 2,000 — — J., 000 

Total 80,000 205,000 F 178, 

Electric motors. | 

From Germany. 582,000 564,000 + 82,000 
„ France : 29,000 99000 ‘+ 7, 000 
„ United Kingdom 1,000 — — 1,000 
„ Other countries 19,000 1,000 — 18,000 

Total 574,000 594,000 + 90,000 

Telegraph and telephone apparatus. 

From Germany  .. 976,000 399,000 Е 148,000 
„ United Kingdom 4,000 99,000 ‘+ 398,000 
„ Sweden i 9,000 64,000 У 688,000 
» France 18,000 46,000 + 88,000 
„ United States 84,000 15,000 — 66,000 
» Other countries — 5,000 = 8,008 

Total 886, 561,000 + 175,000 
EXPORTS. 
Dynamo electrió machines and electric transformers 
of all kinds.— 

To Germany . 4.764,000 8.786.000 | — 978.000 
„ Austria . 1,886,000 1.775.000 нЕ 889,000 
„ France 6, 494.000 8,875,000 72,881. 000 
„ tay .. 838.000 44200 — 896.000 
„ Belgium - 54.000 96000 – 98000 
„ United Kingdom 474.000 938.000 — 935.000 
„ Russia КЕ . 1,190.00 180.000 1.070.000 
„ Spain "e . 9,493.000 6, 160.000 72, 787.000 
„ British India 100.000 10.000 — 50.000 
„ Brazil ue 534.000 846.000 + 819.000 
„ Argentine 674.000 53.000 — 621.000 
„ Netherlands 1.806.000 4,868.000 42, 502.000 
„ Norway 2 165,000 148,000 — 22.000 
„ Other countries 815,000 9,400,000 71,885, 000 

Total 91,717,000 28, 242,000 76,58, 000 

Accumulator batteries, electrodes in combination with 

rubber or cellulotd.— 

To Germany 1,000 — — 1,000 
js nce 4,000 4000 — 4,000 
„ Italy .. .. 24,000 — — 9400 
„ United Kingdom 7.000 4000 — 3, 000 
„ Spain P 5,000 6,000 + 1,000 
А Other countries 2,000 1000 — 1,000 

Total 43,000 11,000 — 88000 

Accumulators, dc. (other).— 

To France 224.000 135.000 — 89,000 
„ Italy ..  .. 17.000 21.000 + 4,000 
„ United Kingdom 157.000 141,000 — 16,000 
„ Greece ids 49,000 90.000 — 99,000 
„ Spain T 29.000 7.000 — ) 99,000 
„ Other countries 25,000 13,000 — 18,000 

Total 501,000 337 000 — 164,000 

Insulators, mounted.— 

TO Germany 6,000 14,000 + 8,000 
„ France 12.000 7,000 + 9,000 
„ Holland 2.000 5000 + 3.000 
„ Italy 3.000 4000 + 4.000 
„ Sweden — 4,000 + 4,000 
„ Argentine f — 8,000 + 3,000 
„ Other countries 12.000 — — 12,000 

Total 85,000 51,000 ＋. 16,000 
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1917 1918 Inc. or dec. 
Cable, lead-eovered.— ` Fre. Ёге. Fre. CORRESPONDENCE. 
| 0.000 Letters recewed by us after 5 P.M. он TUBSDAY cannot appear until 
To Germany 10,000 = - 10, the following week. С, should forward their oom 
Cable, lead-covered and iron armoured .— а tar sich str fag No Vf. 
10 Argentine 41,000 — — 41,000 unless writer s name address ssession, 
„ Other countries 31.000 1,000 — 30,000 ——— 
Total 72,000 1,000 — 71,000 The Decline of Production. LLL 
| " А . Mr. A Вгус | - )cekre | 
Cable not lead-covcred or iron armoured, insulated wire.— NS BE Mord d oe 1 e 5 
To France "T Mut 458,000 492,000 + 84,000 other ineetinga. 
„ Brazil а 1,000 — — 1,000 He stated that production had fallen ав a result of shorter 
„ Span. — 1000 + LOU hours, despite arguments to the contrary. 
„ Other countries 3,000 — — 3,000 This must be due to one of three things: (1) Hours have 
been reduced below the economical minimum. (2) Deliberate 
Total 462,000 493,000 — 31,000 restriction of output on the part of the men. (3) Bad 


Cable, insulated with rubber or paper and covered 
with textiles — 


To France 52,000 324, 000 + 272,000 
„ Italy 15,000 2,000 — 13, 000 
Total 67,000 326,000 + 959,000 

Electric incandescent lamps, unmounted.— 

To France PA — 14,000 + 14,000 

» Other countries 10,000 — — 10,000 
Total 10,00 14,000 + 4.000 
Electric locomotives.— 
Total 165,000 — — 165,000 
Telegraph and telephone apparatus. 

To France 2,000 15,000 + 13,000 
„ Italy ... 630,000 54,000 — 576,000 

„ Holland 2,000 31,000 + 29,000 
» Spain e 8,000 18,000 + 10,000 
„ Other countries 6,000 9,000 + 3,000 

Total 648,000 197,000 — 521,000 
Electric incandescent lamps, mounted.— - 

To France 891,000 307,000 — 084,000 
„ Пау... w .. 8,958,000 2,998,000 — 960,000 
„ Portugal 22 .. 106,000 12,000 — 94,000 
» Spain wes .. 321,000 66,000 — 255,000 
„ Greece e "T — 121,000 + 121,000 
„ British India — 80,000 + 80,000 
„ Other countries. 319,000 37,000 — 282,000 

Total .. 5,595, 000 3,621,000 — 1,974,000 
Electric meters.— 

To Germany 129,000 65,000 — 64,000 
„ Austria-Hungary ,000 63,000 — 17,000 
„ France m 438,000 502,000 + 64,000 
» Italy .. .. .. 1,052,000 963,000 — 89,000 
» United Kingdom ... 112,000 79.000 — 33.000 
„ Russia Vis - 31,000 — — 381,000 
» Spain те 200,000 623,000 + 423,000 
„ Japan T 499,000 612,000 -- 143,000 
» Netherlands 111.000 125,000 ＋ 14.000 
„ Other countries 474,000 746,000 + 979,000 

Total . 3,126,000 3,778,000 + 652,000 
Steam engines, cranes, pumps, turbines, dc.—- 

To Germany Те . . 2,046,000 2,078,000 + 32,000 
„ France 4,470,000 5, 847.000 ＋1, 377,000 
„ Belgium 65.000 63,000 — 2. 

» Russia = . . 1,570,000 40,000 — 1,530,000 
» British India 6 4,000 17,000 + 43,000 
» Japan .. 108,000 1,118,000 + 710,000 
» United Kingdom 356.000 347,000 — 9.000 
„ Spain m: 199,000 469.000 + 970,000 
„ Other countrie 2.067.000 1,869,000 — 198.000 


Total ... II. 185.000 11,848,000 + 663,000 


— — —— —— — 


„ Operratic" News. — Our acting correspondent informs us 
that a striking performance was given recently at Southampton. of 
з new electrical revue, entitled Who the Ellis Hooper“ The 
leading rôle was taken by a super who should have been supported 
by a chorus of Trade Unionists, engaged by the management at 
great expense. In their endeavours to elucidate the problem in 
the title, the chorus left the show, even stopping people in trama 
and factories, and a wave (not sinusoidal) of ouriosity and unrest 
surged throughout the country. Finally, with the assistance of 
the Town Council and the manager, who took the rôle of a strong 
man, the chorus returned, not having been entirely successful in 
their search, Our latest advice is that the show ів running well 
tke chorus now being in perfect Btep. | 


management on the part of employers. 

No trade union has as yet been bold enough to openly. 
avow & policy of restricted output. It therefore remains for 
the employers so to arrange things that output shall not 
be restricted. This is a difficult thing to do, but experience 
has shown that it can be done. 

The first step is to assign every man as far as possible a 
definite task each day. The task must be such as can be 
shown to be well within the man’s powers. 

More or less elaborate time studies must be undertaken, 
and shop conditions must be standardised. A man must 
have no excuse for not doing substantially as much work one 
day as another. 

Few workmen know themselves how much work they can 
do under right conditions—still less their employers. А 

The root cause of restricted output seems to be the idea 
of soaking up the unemployed, and there is a measure of 
truth in it. 

The fallacy involved can easily be exposed, but the best 
argument is to remove the bad industrial conditions which 
foster such ideas. 

John S. Rann. 


Northampton Polytechnic, 
London, E.C. 
April 27th, 1920. 


Battery Symbols. 


Having. examined recently a number of English. French, 
American, and German wiring diagrams, I find that some 
о battery thus: + #| 8 |8 | —, and others thus: 
+ 1|1—. 

Again, I find that all English writers are not agreed on 
this point; that is, some show a long thin line positive and 
others & short thick line positive. Could any of your readers 
inform me which is absolutely correct? | 

It is very confusing when a drawing is not marked with 
either plus or minus signs. I have always been taught that 
long thin is positive, and short thick line is negative. 


W. S. Brett. 
East Ham. 
April 26th, 1990. 


[The correct form is a long thin line for positive and a 
short thick line for negative —Ens. Erec. Беу.) 


Iilicit Commissions. 


We recently sent you for publication a letter we received 
from a so-called electrical engineer inviting us to join him 
in robbing his employer. 

We went to some trouble in ascertaining who were the 
employers of the rogue in question, and sent the firm all 
the information we had, and the episode has apparently 
ended with the following letter. We did not deal with the 
employé, and certainly will not deal with employers. 


The Cantie Switch Co., Ltd. 
Nottingham. > 


April 28th, 1920. 
[Corv.] 
. Walsall, April 24th. 
Tue Cantie SwircH. Co., Lro. 


GENTLEMEN,— We beg to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 23rd 
inst., and thank you for the information contained therein. 

We shall be glad if vou will send us a list of your ewitches showing us 
the different types which you manufacture, as if they are suited to our purpose 
we shall be glad to ask vou to quote when we are in the market. 

We quite understand that you could not send us the letter in question, 
neither do we want to see it, as we are quite satisfied with the copy you 
have submitted to us. | 

We do not, of course, know what further action vou will take in the 
matter, but whatever you do we leave it entirely in your hands. 

We ourselves shall not mention the matter to Blank unless you ask us to 
do 0. 

(Signed bv a director of a «upposed respectable firm). 


[On the previous occasion we expressed our view regarding 
this incident. We understand that, since the publication of 
the letters, Walsall has been in more or lees of a ferment. 
Obviously, however, the emplovera of Mr. Blank are not an 
electrical firm.—Eps. Errc. Rev.) 
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Wiring Small Houses. 


In your issue of April 9th there appeared extracts from 
a paper read, I believe, at a meeting of the I. E. E., in which 
some figures were given regarding the cost of wiring work- 
men's houses. I do not know where the writer got his figures 
nor have I the plans of the houses referred to before me, 
but I feel confident in saying that the figures are too high. 
For à house of nine points in screwed tube £19 138. 8d. is 
quoted. This works out at £2 3s. 9d. per point. Being 
estimator and supervisor of wiring contracts for a firm of 
electrical engineers, I was naturally interested in these figures, 
and accordingly paid a visit to the much-discussed houses at 
present being erected on Wormwood Scrubbs. 

The house for the wiring of which I gave an estimate con- 
sisted of living room, scullery, bathroom, and three bed- 
rooms, and would require the installation of seven points. 

Incidentally, 1 may mention that these houses are apparently 
d to be electrically lighted as they have already been tubed 
or gas. 

My method of tubing this house would be the American 
method, in which no tees or elbows are used, and no boxes 
of any description located under the floors. The tubing is 
simply looped from point to point. The wiring would not 
be looped in the usual English way, but connectors used at 
the ceiling outlets. With this method of loop tubing a very 
high speed can be attained. 

I have worked on large jobs in America, where the mini- 
mum permissible output of in. tube corresponding to 
English j-in. was five hundred feet per day for a wireman 
and mate. 

The wiring would not be done until all plastering, &c., was 
finished, and as the tubing would be run in such a way that 
there would be only two wires in each tube the wiring 
becomes a very simple matter indeed. 

All tubes from ceiling points to switches could, if desired, 
be of 4-in., which would do away with any necessity to sink 
them into the brick walls, as the plaster work even in this 
type of house is quite thick enough to effectively conceal a 
Jin. tube. 

I find that the actual cost of wiring these seven points and 
supplying and installing plain pendants, all necessary switches, 
fuses, &c., would be £8. If we allow the contractor a profit 
of £2 10s. per house the price would be £10 10s. for the job, 
or £1 10s. per point. Where a large number of houses were 
going up in the same locality a proper standardisation of 
methods employed would considerably reduce this figure. 


Archibald J. Inch. 
London, N.W. 
May 2nd, 1990. 


— — — — —À À———— 


City of York Advertisements. 


What are we coming to? In your issue of the 20th ult., 
I see that the engineer and manager to the City of York 
electricity department (J. W. Hame) is advertising for a 
mains superintendent at a salary of £228 per annum; in the 
next paragraph he wants a cable jointer at 1з. 1014. per hour 
for a 47-hour week. 

If intending applicants for the super's post take the trouble 
to work out the weekly remuneration for each they will find 
that the super will receive one whole sixpence a week more 
than the jointer, who will, presumably, be under him. The 
jinter only has to work half an hour overtime to receive 
more money than his super. | 

Moreover, under а recent award the jointer will be due 
for another 3s. per week in about a month; he will then re- 
ceive 28. 6d. more for à normal week than his super. 

What a grand inducement for young men to take up the 
study of the higher branches of our profession! _ 

If ever a man deserves to be let down by his staff, an 
engineer who can do such things as the above is surely that 


man. 
Fed Up. 
May 3rd, 1920. 


I would draw your attention to an advertisement which 
appeared in the last issue of vour journal, and am sure that 
it was with regret that you inserted it. 

Mr. J. W. Hame, city electrical engineer of York, wants 
a mains superintendent, experienced not only in H.T., A.C., 
and L.T. D.C. cables, but also in the construction and main- 
tenance of overhead transmission lines, and for this experi- 
ence he is prepared to pay £90 per annum, plus the E. P. E. A. 
awards. 

Mr. Hame takes the trouble to point out that at the end 
of four years of presumably satisfactory service, this sum 
would be increased by a further £42 per annum, but I am 
sure that what is of more interest to your readers 16 not 
what is to happen to the successful candidate in 1924, but 
whether the Corporation would bury his remains (there 
would not be much—just the bones and perhaps a little skin 
still attached to them), or whether the sorrowing widow would 
have to do that out of his savings. Further, we would like 
to know what happened to the previous occupant of that 
lucrative nosition, and how many the job uses up in a twelve- 
month. They must have a pretty short life, else Mr. Hame 


would not make such extravagant promises to those who 
survive & year; just fancy another fourpence а day extra— 
55 moa taking a little stimulant to try and keep alive 
or that. 

Mr. Hame and the Corporation of York are members of 
the I.M.E.A. Does that body approve of such starvation 
wages? and if it does not approve, has it the courage to pro- 
test to its members who are bringing it into discredit, and 
point out that they are not only & danger to the industry, but 
a disgrace to their Associstion 

If there were some plain speaking when required we might 
get a healthy public opinion formed. Besides, it is bad from a 
business point of view, because basic rates are being fixed for 
that grade, and it would pay the Corporation better to adver- 
tise at a figure that would get it a qualified man than to 
take on a man who only values himself at £90, and be 
forced to pay him wages for a good man in a short time. 

What have the Associated Municipal Electrical Engineers 
to say to this? "They are trying to get their own salaries put 
on a proper basis as at present they are only being paid from 
two to three times the ealary of their deputies. Electrical 
engineers are not a superstitiour race, but I would remind 
them of that legend of Ancient Greece which likens retribu- 
tion to & bloodhound from which there can be no escape. 
and which, sooner or later, inevitably overtakes the culprit: 
and those associated with him. | 

That story appears in one form or other in the literature 
of every nation, and is evidently the universal experience of 
mankind. 

As you have measured so shall it be measured to you 
again," is one of the few passages of the Bible, the truth 
of which the critics do not challenge. | 

John Н. Parker. 


Electricity Works, Croydon. 
May 3rd, 1920. 


I trust you will allow me a little space to comment on 

your ‘Situations Vacant in the current issue. 
. The engineer to the City of York electricity department 
is advertising for a mains superintendent and a cable jointer, 
and is prepared to pay 6d. a week more to the superintendent 
than to the jointer provided that no overtime is worked, 
when the latter will, of course, draw more pay than the 
former. Presumably also the jointer will receive 3s. more 
per week at the end of May, and will then draw more money 
than his superintendent. 

Many of us entered this profession with boundless en- 
thusiasm. We spent our spare cash in purchasing technical 
books and our spare time in attending classes. We are be- 
ginning to realise that we were wasting our time. A profes- 
sional footballer or a window-cleaner is far better off than a 
technical man. 

Personally, I intend to use whatever influence I have in 
dissuading young fellows from entering this profession, and 
hope that in this wav the short-sighted action of euch em- 
plovers will meet with its due reward. 

Disgusted. 


— 


Fault Localisation. 


Two single 7/14 V.I.R. cables, each 100 yd. long, are laid 
in glazed troughing, run in with pitch, and capped with 
tiles. On one of these cables a high-resistance break de- 
velops, due to water getting through the pitch, and eating 
away the copper strands. 

The megger tests from each end are as follows: 60,000 
ohms between each cable and between each cable and earth. 
The only voltage available is 100 v., and this will not break 
the fault down to E. There is continuity, through each cable, 
but on one the continuity is only due to copper sulphate 
between the two ends of the break. This acts as a con- 
denser, with an amount of capacity. | 

Kindly state a quick and correct method of localisation. 


April 26th, 1920. Kon. Denser. 


Rist v. Valco Magneto Co. and Another. 


Our attention has been called to the report of this case. 
which appears in your issue of April 2rd. 1920, and we would 
like to make a correction to the last paragraph, which, 
through no fault of your own reporter, does not accurately 
represent the facts. 

The facts are that ''the defendants have agreed to deliver 
the 90 magnetos to the plaintiff as to 30 on the 15th Mav 
promptly. as to 30 on the 15th June promptly, and as to 30 
on the 15th July promptly, and that an independent expert 
nominated hy the secretary of the British Electrical Ignition 
Co., Ltd.. shall inspect them and report the sum required to 
he expended to complete them as second-hand magnetos, such 
examination to take place at Long Acre on the dates men- 
tioned in the nresence of one representative from each side. 
Ordered that the action stand adicurned until a dav before 
the Long Vacation to be arranged.“ 


Kilner, Kilner & Co., 
Solicitors for the Plaintiff. 


| London, E. C., April 99th, 1920. 
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The I. E. E. Council Election. 


There has been in the past some considerable criticism 
upon the purely metropolitan character of the Council of 
the Institution, and it is interesting to note that of the 
Council's new nominations for the forthcoming election, ap- 
parently nine out of the twelve gentlemen mentioned live in 
or near London. 

A point often raised in connection with the nomination of 

rovincial members is the question of the expense of attend- 
ing the Council meetings. Fortunately, in many cases, those 
provincial members who have served on the Council have had 
business necessitating their frequent attendance in London, 
but it is obviously unfair that, failing such, the provincial 
members of the Council should be asked to bear the heavy 
personal expense involved by the proper discharge of their 
duties on behalf of the Institution. 

One can quite understand that this question of expense 
restricts the choice of representatives to those members who 


live in or near London, but the general body of member’ will, 
no doubt, m ps that wider representation is essential.to the 
well-being of the Institution, and therefore that the expenses 
of the members of Council attending Council and committee 
meetings should be paid by the Institution as is already done 
in the case of the chairmen of the territorial centres. 

Members of the Institution will note that for the present 
election outside nominations have been sent in in favour of 
at least two provincial members, neither of whom require 
any introduction to the members. Both have had previous 
experience on the Council as chairmen of territorial centres, 
and have the welfare of the Institution and the profession 
general at heart, and are real live men. 

It is perhaps unfortunate that only & week elapses between 
the sending out of the ballot papers and the last day for their 


return. 
м R. M. Longman. 
а uri rA 
May 8rd, 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Automobile Head-lamps.—In the Aulocar of March 
27th an account was given ef the demonstration organised by 
Мезѕнв. C. A. VANDERVELL & Co., LTD., at Oxshott Woods, where a 


variety of anti-dazzle devices were tested. It is stated that no device - 


was wholly satisfactory. but most of them effected an improvement. 
Amonget the more successful were the Salebury, Liberty, and 
Osgood lampe. 

Inquiry from Nova Scotia.—H.M. Senior Trade Commis- 
sioner in Canada (Capt. E. J. Edwards) has been notified by a 
company in Nova Scotia that they are desirous of entering into 
communication with United Kingdom firms who are in a position 
to give reasonably early delivery of galvanised telephone and tele- 
graph wire, and also of galvanised and leaded steel strand wire. 
The material has to conform to the specifications which have been 
received by the D.O.T. in London, and firms interested in the matter 
should apply to the Department of Overseas Trade. 


. Nitrates from the Alr.— Te Times states that the 


extensive site at Billingham-on-Tees, in County Durham, which 
the Government acquired over two years ago for the purpose of 
building a nitrogen factory, has been purchased by a syndicate 
comprising Messrs. Brunner, Mond & Co., Ltd., and Explosives 
Trades, Ltd., for the manufacture of ammonia from the nitrogen 
of the air, the capital required being about 5 millions sterling. 
The Haber principle will be adopted, which employs a non- 
electrical process. : 


Catalogues Wanted |n ludia,—H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner in India desires to receive from United Kingdom manu- 
facturers additional copies of their catalogues for filing in his 
office library, where they can be consulted by prospective buyers. 
These should be sent in duplicate addressed to H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner in India, Post Box 683, Allahabad Bank Buildings, 6, 
Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta, India.— Board of Trade! Journal. 


Catalogues Wanted at Kuala Lumpur.—The Govern- 
ment Electrical Engineer, Kuala Lumpur, Federated Malay States, 
will be glad to receive lists of electric lifts, washing machines, 
irons, vacuum cleaners, and fittings suitable for a large hospital ; 
also of current limiters of small sizes. 


Catalognes for Asia Minor.—Arrangements have been 
made by Captain Perring, the British High Commissioner's repre- 
sentative at Samsoun, with the local manager of the Imperial 
Ottoman Bank for British trade catalogues and literature to be 
exhibited in the offices of the bank, where they will be available 
for reference by the trading communities. Similar arrangements 
are also in course of negotiation at other centres in Asia Minor. 
British firms are invited to forward copies of their catalogues, &c., 
direct to the British Control Officer, Samsoun, Asia Minor. Cata- 
logues should preferably be printed in either the French, Greek, or 
Turkish languages. 


Industrial Administration, —The Institute of Industrial 
Administration, of 110, Victoria Street, S.W. 1, held its first 
general meeting at the Central Hall, Westminster, on Tuesday last 
week, 150 members attending. The Hon. Secretary announced 
very wide support from both London and the Provinces, and also a 
promise by Lord Haldane to address the members on the subject of 
administration. A strong Provisional Committee was appointed, 
representing many branches of industry. As an immediate step in 
the work of the Institute, a series of lectures on The Orgauisation 
of Payment by Results" is being given at the Central Hall, West- 
minster; the series commenced yesterday (Thursday). 


A Dutch Company.—The report for 1919 of the N. V. 
Hazemeyer Fabriek ven Electrische Apparaten of Hengelo. states that 
special attention still had to be paid to the acquisition of raw 
materials, although it was poasible to complete the stocks, so that 
по ssrivus stoppize of manufacturing was experienced, The net 
profits amount to 131,090 fl. and a dividend at the rate of 11 per 
cent. is proposed on the ordinary shares, and 65 per cent. on the 
cumulative preference shares. 


Swimming Club, — Glasgow Corporation Electricity 


Department has started a swimming club, Large attendances 
have been recorded at the opening practices. 


Lead.—Iu their report dated May Ist, Messrs. G. 
CAWSON & Co. say :— 


The position generally seems to be deteriorating, and lead is more plentifu 
than ever. There is lead in the River still unsold. . . . Stocks of actual lead 
are larger than at any time known, except at the time of the close of war. 
Mexico continues to send lead regularly. If France has lead sent in direct 
from producing countries, she will require less from England. America and 
other countries are sending us considerable quantities of lead products, whioh 
naturally interferes with the consumption of our own producers. We calculate 
the stock of lead available in the country at present at 40,000 to 50,000 tons, of 
which 20,000 to 25,000 tons are held by the Government, and probahly some 
20,000 tons are stored and held privately. Considering that in pre-war days the 
Bto^k never exceeded 4,000 to 5,000 tons as maximum, there is ample margin 
for any increase in consumption. Consumption, however, seems to be on the 
үш which is quite natural with the present unsettled state of fluanoes and 
abour. 


The Times of May 3rd stated that at a big mass meeting at 
Broken Hill (Australia) the miners unanimously resolved to con- 
tinue the strike until a 36-hour week had been granted. : 


Electrical Machinery in S.A. Міпеѕ, — Гһе following 
particulars are extracted from the S.A. Mines Department return 
of electrical machinery imported during 1919 :—  - . 


Electric generators and engines driving same if 


directly driven... Say is ave . £3,479 - 
Electric hoists, including motors... e. 5 4 ^ 81,639 
Electric locomotives габ ake € ы: 18,440 

Electric motors driving pumps, including pumps 

if directly driven "is T 9 *... . 77,582 
Electrio motors not included above 19.285 
Power lines, transformers, ko. ah 88,392 
Electric bells, telephones, and other fixt . $6,629 
Miscellaneous machinery not particularised above 37,132 
Electrical machinery spares Pus VER .. 86,176 
£343,654 


Electrical machinery manufactured in South Africa, £8,421 
(including £6,430 electrical machinery spares). 


British Maguetos.—In the international motor-boat races 


at Monaco, successes were achieved by the Snubeam engine in the 
Cruiser Class from Lyons to Monaco, in the 21-Footer Class for the 
Championship of the British Motor-Boat Club, and in the Champion- 
ship of the Sea. An important part was played by the British 
magneto; in the first-mentioned event a speed of 70 miles рег 
hour was accomplished—a severe test for any magneto. E 


Electrical Vehicles in Sweden.—The directors of the 
A.B. Atlas-Diesel, reporting on the year 1919, mention that they 
have formed in conjunction with the Asea (Allmanna Svenska 
Elektriska A.B.) а company for the sale of the Diesel electric 
motor véhicles, with a share capital of 225,000 kroner. : 


Dissolutions and Liqnidations.— ELECTRIC AND GENERAL 
Works, Ltp.—Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. F. H. 
Christlieb, 36, King Street, Cheapside, Е.С. Meeting of oreditors, 
May 17th, at King Street. Claims to be sent to the liquidator by 
June 30th. 

VAUGHAN ENGINEERING Works. LTD., 22, Cross Street, 
Islington, London.—Liquidator (Mr. Н. de V. Brougham) released 
April 26th. 

WAKERULEY X WEBB. Eléctrical Contractors, 266, Witton Road, 
Aston, Birmingham.— Messrs. J. Wakerley and W. A. Webb (the 
younger). have dissolved partnership. Mr. Webb will attend to 
debts and continue the business under the same style and the same 
address. 


Strike Threat.—The electrical power station men of the 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway. Mersey Railway, and Overhead 
Railway employed at Formby, near Liverpool, threaten that, unless 
their grievances are settled by May 15th, they will take drastic 
action. At a meeting they held, they complained of being 
left out of the recent engineering award and the railway shopmen'g 
award, and said that the time had come when they should be paid 
on a level with other skilled workers. The oonditions affecting 
power stations are supposed to have been the subject of negotiation 
for the last 18 months, and the men express their impatience at 
the delay in dealing with their claims, | 
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. Bankruptcy Proceedings.— BERNARD Porpgs, 18-22, 
Obristopher Street, E. O., trading as the United Electrical Manu- 
facturers Co.—Creditors met at the London Bankruptcy Court on 
April 29th, under this receiving order. The proceedings were 
instituted by 8. G. Bailey & Co., Ltd. It appeared from the debtor's 
statements that he had dealt chiefly i in electric novelties, including 
electric pocket lamps. During 1917 and 1918 he was supplied — 
though he did not discover it till later—with defective chemicals 
for the batteries, with the result that batteries were returned to the 
value of some thousands of pounds. He estimated his loss at some- 
thing like £8,000. Subsequently. with a view to raising capital, 
he formed the Unelma Co., Ltd., to which he transferred his 
business, and of which he became managing director. On April 
16th a receiver was appointed in the interest of the debenture- 
holdera. No statement of affairs was filed, but the debtor estimated 
his liabilities at £5,601, whilst the assets comprised a surplus of 
4150 from securities held by creditors, and £447 due from the 
Unelma Oo., Ltd. In the absence of any offer, Mr. E. H. Hawkins, 
chartered accountant, 4, Charterhouse Square, E.C., was elected 
trustee to administer the estate in bankruptcy. 

A. E. CHANNON, Н. S. NADEN, and C. G. CHANNON (A. E. 
Channon & Co.. electrical engineers), 8, Orrisdale Terrace and 425, 
High Street, Cheltenham.—Receiving order made April 26th, on 
debtors’ own petition. First meeting May 14th. Publio examina- 
tion May 27th. 

FREDEBICK MITCHELL, electrical engineer (trading with John 
Mitchell as Fred Mitchell & Co), 97, Stockport Road, Ardwick, 
Manchester, and 58, Àshton Old Road, Openshaw, Manchester.— 
This debtor applied for his discharge from bankruptcy on 
April 27th, at the Court House, Quay Street, Manchester. 


The receiving order was made in March, 1913, on the part- ' 


nership debtor's own petition, with liabilities amounting to 
£215 and assets which realised £6 Os. 9d. No dividend had 
been paid, or could be paid, to the partnership creditors. The 
separate estate of Frederick Mitchell realised 5s. 6d. in the 
& to the debtor's unsecured creditors. The Official Receiver 
stated that the debtor commenced business while a minor. In 
1905 he purchased the business of his employers, which was being 
carried on in Stockport Road, Ardwick, Manchester. The firm's 
apparent success led the debtor to embark on work beyond his 
capacity ; material and labour were locked up in contracts for 
which the firm was not paid, or only paid under pressure, with 
the result that it could not, in turn, pay ita own merchants. The 
Official Receiyer had no criticism to make on the debtor, except 
his lack of judgment in selecting customers. It was obvious, he 
said, that if the debtor's firms’ debtors had paid their debts the 
business would not have been in financial difficulties. His Honour, 
Jadge Mellor, granted the discharge, ca to two years’ 
suspension. 


Auction Sale.—By direction of the ТОТ Board 
Ministry of Munitions Messrs. J. T. Skelding & Co. will sell by 
auction on June 9th and following days, and June 14th and follow- 
ing days at the Royal Arsenal and Dockyard, Woolwich, the electric 
equipment and stores comprising electric motors, generators, con- 
verters, cable and wire, telephone and telegraph iostruments, 
lamps, &o. For particulars see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Spreading the Light.—If you want to preach a sermon, 
it is necessary not only to have the light within you, but to preach 
it from the proper place. Unless the sermon be delivered from the 
Mount, it will not be heard by the great audience to whom it is 
intended to be addressed. The “Talks with Workers,” which were 
originally published in The Times Trade Supplement, would, we 
think, have been surer of & popular audience, of getting home 
to those for whom they were meant, if they had been published in 
the Daily Mail or the Evening News. However, 38 of the talka— 
mainly,we understand, due to Mr. G. W. Gough—have now been 
collected together into the form of a handy little book, which will 
slip into the pocket, and published by Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, 
Ltd., at the modest price of 28. They are written in language that 
can be understood by all, but they are free from objectionable 
"talking down," & defect for which we have examined them 
closely, and with a hostile prejudice. Although it is made plain 


thatthe workers referred to are the manual workers, there is much 


in the talks that is well worthy of the careful attention of the 
trained brain-worker whose function is, broadly speaking, 
management, as well as of employers and members of boards of 
directors. The explanations of what capital really is, what it does, 
what money is, what banks do, and how credit works, are clear 
and in the main well illustrated ; and it is precisely about these 
things— which every business man, whether he be engaged as most 


of our readers are, in some branch of electrical engineering, or in - 


drapery or stockbroking, comes up against daily—that so much 
really lamentable ignorance and misconception exists. But it is a 
great pity that the functions of management are almoat without 
exception, ascribed to the bosses " (p. 54), or to the “governor” 
(p.82). Selling, in the first-mentioned case. and the organisation 
of mass production in the second, are the function of, and in the 
main due to, co-workers with those Mr. Gough and his colleagues 
have in mind—men and women who work hard for their living, 
and who sometimes, because of their lack of the organisation which 
the manual workers have brought to such a state of advancement, 
have to put up with very unfair conditions. 

Some of the illustrations are not very logical, and that on p. 49, 
drawing & comparison between too many wagons and too many 
currency notes, is singularly inept. The argument on p. 89 seems 
to prove the exact opposite of what it sets out to make clear. It 
starte by saying: “Cease to get wages and you oease to be free, 
pad, if we read it rightly, concludes by finding that both wage- 


earning and —Á are conditions of servitude. We hope it 
is not true that neither ‘employers nor employed are thinking of 
serving society, "and no sensible person wants them to " (p. 83). 
It was precisely because the Building Trades' Parliameut set out 
for national service that we said bigger ideas had gone to its making 
than had gone to Whitley Councils. 

Moreover, са' canny” is not indulged in for the reason given 
on p. 117 —that the worker cannot make an extra shilling without 
putting an extra penny or so into the governor's pocket—but 
because of the fear, only too well-grounded hitherto, that the 
governor will cut the rate to sixpence. 

We hope the book will be widely circulated, and that it may be 
DM in spreading sounder ideas on the subjects with which it 

eals 


Inquiry into the Prices of Light Castings.—The Board 
of Trade announce that a Light Castings Sectional Committee has 
been appointed under the Profiteering Act to ascertain to what 
extent supplies, prices, and costs of light castings in this country 
are affected by trade combinations; and, further, to ascertain to 
what extent the manufacture of light castings is affected by trade 
combinations. The Sectional Committee would be glad to receive 
communications from any persons or firms who consider that their 
operations, output, or prices have been affected by any combination, 
either of manufacturers, merchants. or tradesmen. Such state- 
ments or offers to give evidence should be sent to the Secretary, 
Central Committee, 54, Victoria Street, London, 8.W. 1.—Times. 


Belgian Glassware ludustry.—The Economic Review 
quotes the Echo de la Bourse of April 8th to the effect that the 
Belgian glassware industry is at present one of the most flourishing 
branches of industry. It was at first feared that the Japanese, who 
only pay their workmen 3.50 fr. per diem, had, during the war, 
captured all the Eastern markets, but this fear has proved 
unfounded. Former cnstomers are again giving large orders for 
Belgian wares on account of their superior quality. About 6,000 
workers, including 1,200 women, are engaged in the manufacture 
of every description of glassware. Salaries and wages have much 
increased since 1914, and are as follows :— 


1914. 1918 
Fr. 
Per month 
Blowers es EM i ee 
Spinners Ex P m ER 150 480 
Lifters 25 P га ws 250 400 
Per day 

Cutters .. dos 1.60 4.50 
Firemen Е 8 8 i v 1.80 4.50 
Trimmers i 23 S i 8 11 
Skilled labourers is Da 4 10 
Packers . те ex S M P 13.50 
Cashiers _ » M^ 16 
Engravers 14 to 15 25 to 30 s 


The women’s wages йе ben raised from 1.30 fr. and 2.40 fr. 
per day to amounts rangiog from 4.20 fr. to 6.05 fr. per day. 


German Socialisation Schemes.— The Socialisation of 
ооа] and iron was the subject of discussion in the German Economic 
Congress on March 31st. According to Deut. Allg. Ztg. (quoted in 
the Economic Reriew) the report of Herr Horten, Asseesor of 
Mines, for many years director at Thyssen's, attributed the negative 
results of all socialisation measures up to the present to the want 
of practical men in the Government and the lack of any fixed pro- 
gramme among the workers. He arrived at the conclusion that 
socialisation must begin with coal and iron as the basis of all other 
undertakings, and at first with 10 to 15 per cent. only of the 
industry. The socialisation of industries dependent on coal and 
iron before these themselves were socialised was a great danger 
and the cause of failure. Georg Bernhard objected to the partial 
schemes of Horten as leading nowhere and advocated entire 
socialisation, 


French Company Notes.—There has been formed at 
Lille (Rue Sans Pavé 1) a company under the name of Etablisse- 
ments E. Bouchery et Cie, with a capital of 4,600 000 fr., for the 
manufacture of wire, cables, and electric accessories. 

The balance-sheet presented to the shareholders of the Energie 
Industrielle, on March 27th, showed a net profit of 1.169,103 fr., and 
the directors fixed the dividend at 10 per cent. The situation of 
the branches and the various networks of the company was satis- 
factory. Inthe course of the year the company had acquired the 
network and works of the Société des Forces Motrices du Lao Bleu, 
аз well as the Soustons concession. It had formed during the 
current year the Société Hydro-electrique du Sud-Est, with the 
object of equipping three waterfalis—the first on the Lot river, the 
second on the Surenne, and the third on the Roys ; the last is shortly 
about to be harnessed, and will have a capacity of 7,000 H.P. 


A “ White Trade Ship."—Acccording to the Daily Mail, 
British manufacturers are considering a proposal by the Federa- 
tion of British Industries for sending a White Trade Ship“ to all 
foreign and Dominion ports as a permanent floating exhibition of 
British-made goods. If the proposal is adopted, a special ship 
will be built, and between 500 and 600 manufacturers will take 
allotments of space for the exhibition of their goods. We read in 
the same paper that the Department of Overseas Trade arrange- 
menta for a travelling exhibition of British-made goods to prooeed 
to the various Colonies, &c., which was to have started on 
July 24th, have been rendered uncertain owing to difficulties 
experienced by & number of manufacturers in getting their 
displays together. It has further been decided to postpone the 
touring exhibitions to the Far East, South America, and U. S. A., 
because of the inability of many manufacturers to work off tbeir 
present commitments, 
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Gifts to Aston Technical School.—In connection with 
the scheme for the development of Aston Technical School 
(Birmingham), a good deal of assistance has been rendered by 
Midland manufacturers. The following are among the gifte of 
apparatus and samples recently received by the principal of the 
school for use in the classes. viz. - Reason Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., electric meters and indicator; Henley's Telegraph Works, 
showcase fittings and samples ; Electric and Ordnance Accessories 
Co.. Ltd. (Vickers, Ltd.), motor generator, &c., induction motor, 
and electric fittings ; W. & T. Glover. Ltd., cablesamples ; Attwater 
and Co., samples of mica fibre, &o. ; Ferranti, Ltd., electric meter; 
Thomson-Bennett Magneto Co., Ltd., magneto, &c. ; E. I. O. Magneto 
Co., Ltd., magneto ; Brown & Barlow, Ltd., car carburetter. 


Profit-sharing in Itaiian  Industries.—The Basler 
Nachrichten (April 15th) learns from Rome that the Secretary- 
General of the Italian Manufacturers’ Association, Signor Olivetti, 
has announced that Italian manufacturers are prepared to make 
various concessions to the workers in the matter of profit-sharing, 
if only the workers will realise that by striking about trifles they 
harm themselves more than anyone else. Until production has 
increased, the manufacturers can make no profits. The workers 
ought to draw up a regular and final programme of their demands 
which provides for increased production as well. The Government 
will decide between the claims of the workers and employers and 
во put an end to the continual friction which exists. Economic 

iew. 


Book Notices.—‘ Metals in Aircraft Construction.“ 
By W. Hanby. Pp. viii + 112; figs. 56. London: Standard Air 
Press, Ltd. "Price 6s. net. 

„The Motor Ship.“ Vol. I, No. 2. May, 1920. Рр. 28.—In the 
second issue of this new journal, some remarkable proofs are given 
of the progress made by the internal- combustion engined vessels 
during the past month. A full desoription, with illustrations, is 
published of the largest motor ship in the world, the Afrika, a 
13, 000-ton 12-knot cargo and passenger vessel. A full report of 
the operation of standard motor ships over long periods, and a 
comparison between these ships and corresponding steamers is 
given, showing that the motor vessel effects a saving of over £200 
per day in fuel cost. As an indication of the reliability of motor 
ships, the log is published of one of these vessels, in which it is 
proved that in voyages totalling well over 40,000 miles, there was 
only one involuntary stop of one hour’s duration. Another 
illustrated article of great importance is a description of the 
highest-powered marine Diesel engine now being built for British 
standard 11,000-ton ships. 

“Institution of Civil Engineers: Abstracts of Papers in 
Scientific Transactions and Periodicals.’ New series. No. 3. 
April, 1920. London: The Institution. 

“The Theory and Practice of Lubrication: The ‘Germ’ 
Process.” Pp. 37. By Henry M. Wells and James E. South- 
combe, M.Sc. London: Central House.—Reprinted from the 
Journal of the Society of Chemical Industry, 1920. Also a 
со; containing Press notices and criticisms of above paper 
(24 pp.). 

“The Queen's Engineering Works Magazine.“ No. 17. 
January, 1920. Pp. 90. Bedford: W. H. Allen, Son & Co.—This 
well- prod uoed and splendidly-illustrated journal contains a great 
deal of interesting matter, and includes articles upon The 
Coaling of Ships,” and Civil and Commercial Flying.“ 


"Was Switzerland Pro- German? By В. Croft. Pp. 127. 
London: Hazell, Watson & Viney, Ltd. 
Industrial Administration: A Series of Lectures." Pp. vii 


203. London: Longmans, Green & Co. Price 7s. 6d. 

“ Journal of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers." 
Vol. em No. 4. April, 1920. New York: The Institute. 
Price $1. 

“Science Abstracts А and B." Vol. XXIII, Part 3. No. 267. 

March 31st, 1920. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 2s. 6d. 
each. . 
“The English Electric Journal.“ Vol. I, No. 2. Pp. 34.—The 
April issue contains an interesting description of the Dick, Kerr 
Works at Preston, and also an article on the Seewer system of 
governing high-pressure water turbines. N 

“The Metropolitan-Vickers Gazette.” Vol. V, No. 84. March, 
1920. Pp. 23. Price 7d., post free.— This number of the Gazette 
includes a number of interesting articles, including notes on elec- 
trically-driven spinning mills, double- reduction gearing for marine 
turbines, and an abstract of a paper by Mr. H. Mens forth, C. B. E., 
&c., on Some Phases of Works Management.” 


B.T.H. Operatic Soclety.— Originally formed in 1911, 
when an original topical play was performed, this society has con- 
tinued to progress, and its latest departure is the presentation of 
“Tolanthe” at the Hippodrome, Rugby, from May 3rd to 8th. 
The rehearsals of the opera were interrupted by the outbreak of 
war, but were resumed a short time ago. The “cast” is of full 
strength, including about 50 members besides the principal 
characters. A notable feature is the orchestra, which is 26 strong. 
It is expected that the performance will compare very favourably 
with those of professional companies, and judging by previous 
standards (“ H. M. S. Pinafore” and The Mikado), this would 
appear to be a certainty. The Yeomen of the Guard is to be 
produced later on in the year. 


Electrical Man Charged. —At the Westminster Police 
Court, on April 28th. Edward Mason, aged 21, described as an 
electrical engineer, of Holloway, was charged with being concerned 
in stealing jewellery from a bedroom of a Chelsea residence, where 
he called to examine the electric light fittings, 


The Crystal Palace Exhibition,—On June 3th the 
King, accompanied by the Queen and the Chief Officers of State, 
will open at the Orystal Palace the Imperial War Museum, to 
which is attached the Great Victory Exhibition, a dual enterprise 
which will tax even the capacity of the Palace, the largest 
exhibition building in the world. His Majesty's Office of Works 
has teken the whole of the main floor for Naval, Military, and 
Airoraft Exhibits. An important section of the Exhibition will be 
that devoted to the oil exhibits. In addition, the sections com- 
prising eleotricity, engineering, and gas, will have a commanding 
interest. The Handel Festival is to be revived on June 22ud, 24th, 
and 26th, under Sir Frederick Cowen's conductorship. and there 
are to be nightly displays of Brock’s fireworks, as in former days. 


Australian Electrical Trade and 44-Hour Week.—The 
New South Wales branch of the Electrical Trades Union decided in 
March to submit the following questions to a ballot of the 
members :— 

1, Are you in favour of the hours of labour being reduced to 44 
per week, with no Saturday work ? | 

2. Are you prepared, if necessary, to forego four hours pay рег 
week in order to enforce the principle ? 

3. In the event of the employers refusing to recognise the 44-hour 
week, are you in favour of obtaining it by legislation instead of by 
direct action ? M 

4, Are you prepared to enforce the same by direct action by 
refusing to work on Saturday morning Sydney Morning Her ald. 


Trade Announcements.—Mr. P. WI. so SMITH, of 


: Messrs. Albert Lee & Co., will be opening stock rooms showing а 


comprehensive range of all the firm's specialities, from May 10th to 
14th, at the Royal Hotel, Plymouth; from May 19th to 21st, at 
Queen's Hotel, Cardiff; and from May 3lst to June 4th, at the 
Grand Hotel, Leicester. MR. W. P. KERR will be having stock 
rooms from May 31st to June 4th, at King's Head Hotel, Sheffield ; 
June 7th to llth, at the Griffin Hotel, Leeds; from June 14th to 
25th, at the Albion Hotel, Manchester ; and from June 28th to 
July 2nd, at the Neptune Hotel, Liverpool. 

Tug Bastian ELEOTRIO Co., LTD., announce that its com- 
mercial department has been removed to Maymore Works. Wharf- 
dale Road, Tyseley, Birmingham. All communications relating to 
orders, accounts, &0., will be dealt with there. The offices at 185, 
Wardour Street, W.1, are being retained as the technical depertment, 
and samples of the company's products can be seen there as 
heretofore, The company has made a special exclusive manu- 
facturing arrangement with Messrs. May & Padmore, Ltd., of 
Birmingham, whose new large factory, just completed, is equipped 
with modern plant and tools. New designs of electrio fires, flat 
irons, toasters, ovens, &o., are now in hand, and will be produced 
shortly for the coming season. | 

In our " New Companies " section last week, we gave particulars 
of the registration of the COVENTRY AUTOMATIC TELEPHONES, LTD. 
The £60,000 capital is in 64 per cent., inoome-tax free, preference 
shares of £1 each. The company has been formed for the purpose 
of promoting the use of and designing, installing, and equipping 
automatic telephone exchanges, and manufacturing and supplying 
machine switching telephone apparatus. 

THE ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES (LIVERPOOL), LTD., of North John 
Street, Liverpool, have a new telephone number — 1493 Bank.“ 

THE COVENTRY ELECTRICAL AND ENGINEERING Co., of 23-24, 
Hertford Street, Coventry, have been appointed agents there for the 
Wild-Barfield electric furnaces, They are erecting a demonstration 
furnace at the address given. 


Gas Workers and a Strike.—It is stated that a ballot 
of members of eight Unions of gas workers is to be taken on the 
queation of a strike to enforce their claim of 10s. per week increase, 
and other alterations. The members of the National Amalgamated 
Union of Enginemen, Firemen, Mechanics, Motormen, and Electrical 
Workers are among the 100,000 concerned. : 


Catalogues aud Lists.— LEEDS ELECTRICAL CONSTRUC- 

TION Co., LTD., Charmouth Street, Leeds.— Three photographically- 
illustrated leafleta dealing with electrio furnaoes for heating riveta 
and carbon and alloy steels. 
' Messrs. NEWTON & WRIGHT, LTD., 72, Wigmore Street, W. 1.— 
Catalogue Section 11, with list of current prices for Simplex 
apparatus for dental radiology and hospital-ward work.  Illus- 
trated. A brief description of this apparatus was given in the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW of March 5th (page 320). 

Messrs. HIdds BROS., Dynamo Works, Sand Pits, Birmingham. 
Monthly Magazine (No. 3, Vol. II). 24 pp. Contains stock list 
of motors and dynamos, as well as the usual " Hints and Tips." 

Messrs, Isaacson & Brown, LTD., 39, Furnival Street, Holborn, 
E.C. 4.—Priced leaflet of copper earthing clips. 

THE GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
Е.С. 4.—A coloured card advertising “ Osram " lampe. 

THE LONDON ELECTRIC WIBE Co. AND Smitas, LTD., Play- 
house Yard, Golden Lane, E.C. 1.—Price-list, 1920 (56 pp.), and 
trade-terms sheet. The latest price-list includes bare copper wire 
and strip, trolley wire, rubber cable, flexible wires, &c. 

NATIONAL X-Ray REFLECTOR Co., 31, West 46th Street. New 
York, U.S. A.“ Eye Comfort —a quantity of literature published 
to aid advocates of good lighting," containing articles upon theatre 
lighting, measuring the strength of light, industrial lighting, 
&c. Profusely illustrated by actual photographs. 

Messrs. DAVIDSON & Co., LTD., Sirocco Engineering Works, 
Belfast.—'' Side Talks with Sir Occo, No. 1:—The Intelligent 
Observer (16 pp.). A breezily-written discussion on the merita of 
the " Sirocco Fan." ö 


vol. 86. No. 2,215, May 7, 1920.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


591 


The Chancellor and the Excess Profits Tax.—In the 
House of Commons, last week, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
promised to take hard cases into consideration and to hold consulta- 
tions before deciding what concessions he could make in respect of 
the 60 per cent. excess profits tax. The Financial Secretary, 
speaking on his behalf, said that the Finance Bill would contain 
substantial concessions to small and new businesses. An amend- 
ment against the tax was negatived without a division, and 
another amendment for reducing it from 60 per cent. to 40 per 
cent. was defeated by 287 votes to 75. The new Corporation tax 
was approved. 

The Chancellor was to receive a deputation from the Federation 
of British Industries and the Association of British Chambers of 
Commerce on Wednesday. 


Engineers and the Excess Profits Tax.—The Financier 
states that at the annual general meeting of the British Engineers’ 
Association, a resolution was unanimously adopted protesting 
against the proposed continuance and increase of the exceas-profits 
duty. Asan alternative means of raising the required revenue, 
the meeting supported the proposals submitted by the Federation 
of British Industries for a flat-rate tax upon business profits of 
all descriptions, including agriculture. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Ammanford.—PuRcHASE OF UNDERTAKING.—The Council 
is arranging to purchase the electricity undertaking from Mr. 
Herbert, the proprietor. The price agreed upon is £14,375, with a 
stipulation that Mr. Herbert be allowed to charge 80 per cent. 
more for electricity supplied during the six months succeeding the 
expiratjon, on December 31st last, of a previous agreement. 


Australla.—ELROrRIOrrT Tarirrs.—The Melbourne Age 
states that the Minister in charge of the Tasmanian Hydro-Electric 
Department has issued a return setting out that the price of elec- 
tricity supplied by the Melbourne City Council per unit is 13d. ; 
by the Melbourne Electric Supply Co., 21d.; by the Sydney City 
Council, 13d. ; by companies at Geelong, 3d. ; at Ballarat, 13d. ; at 
Adelaide, 21d. ; Perth, 14d, and Brisbane, 3id. (first hour. 
then Id.), while the Hobart price is ld., or jd. for continuous 
use, The Minister attributes the starting of new industries st 
Hobart to the supply of ithe cheapest power in the Commonwealth 
and to the small number of strikes. While Victoria is not favoured 
like Tasmania with abundant water power for the generation of 
electricity, the opening up of the brown ooal fields at Morwell will 
provide a source of cheap electricity. 

Blackpool.— WATER SuppLy.—In connection with the 
future development of the electricity undertaking, the Corporation 
has appointed a deputation to interview Fylde Water Board, upon 
which, in the event of the present works being extended, the Cor- 
poration will depend for an adequate supply of water for condensing 


purposes. 

Bolton. NEw GENRBRATOR.— The electrical engineer has 
made arrangements for the purchase of a 6,000-Kw. turbo-alternator 
for immediate delivery and installation at Back-o'-th'-Bank works, 
to be ready for use during next winter. The traders of the town 
have asked for preferential rates for shop lighting. 


Burnley. — BULK SuPPLy.—The Town Council has 
sanctioned an application to the Electricity Commissioners for an 
order permitting the supply of electricity in bulk to Colne 
Corporation. 

chester.— PRICE INCREASE.— The Electricity Committee 
proposes the following increases to take effect as from June 25th next: 
Lighting to be 51d. per unit; small power consumers to be charged 
24d. per unit for the first 1,000 units; 2}d. for the next 1,000 ; 2d. 
for the third 1,000; 1jd. for the fourth 1,000; and thereafter 134. 
per unit. Large consumers, £6 per Kw. of maximum demand plus 
id. per unit. These recommendations have been agreed to. 


Chesterfield.—LIGHTING SCHEME ABANDONED.—O wing 
to the heavy cost of cables, estimated at £5,528, the Town Council 
has abandoned the proposal to supply electricity to the houses to 
be built on the Boythorpe Estate. 


Dublin. — Рворовер Price INOREASE.— An application 
for sanction to increase charges for electricity is being made by 
the Corporation. The price of energy for private lighting is to be 
raised by 30 per cent. (the present rate is 7d. per unit). For public 
lighting, power, and heating purposes the proposed increase is jd. 
per unit. A proposal to refer the report back to Committee for 
further investigation, upon the ground that the charges were 
already too high, was defeated. 


Ellesmere Port.—PowER ков DockS.— The Commis- 
sioners have granted the Mersey Power Co. an order to supply 
electricity to the Manchester Dry Docks Co., subject to revocation 
when the Council is able and willing to give a supply on reasonable 
terms. 

Falkirk, — EXTENSIONS.—The Town Council is to ask the 
Scottish Central Electric Power Co. for a further supply of elec- 
tricity, and is negotiating with the Electricity Commissioners for 
the installation of additional plant at the power station, 


Glasgow. — OPPOSITION то BriLL.— The Electricity 
Committee has in a report to the Parliamentary Bills Committee 
requested the latter to take the necessary steps to oppose the Elec- 
tricity Supply Act [Amendment] Bill recently introduced to Parli- 
ament, or to make arrangementa to safeguard the Corporation's 
intereata. 


Ireland.—CoaL SuHoRTAGE.—The coal shortage in all 
parts of Ireland remains acute, and an all-Ireland conference of 
merchants, manufacturers and officials of electricity, gas and tram- 
way companies has made urgent representations to the Irish 
Coal Controller, who has been in consultation with the authorities 
in London. Lack of shipping is the reason assigned for the 
shortage. | 

Leyton.—Loans.—The Urban District Council has 
applied for loans of £10,000 for mains extensions, and £2,000 for 
services. 

Morley. — YEaR’s WorKING. — For the first time 
since the works were established in 1898, the electricity under- 
taking has made a profit, the amount being nearly £200. Last year 
there was a loss of £1,758. 


New Zealand.—EXTENSIONS AT AUCKLAND.—The city 
electrical engineer recommends large extensions, for which it is 
estimated a sum of £448,450 will be required. These include the 
installation of one 3,000 and two 5,000-Kw. turbo-alternators and 
the necessary boiler plant. It is also proposed to make one of the 
present generating stations into a sub-station by the installation of 
four 1,500-Kw. rotary converters. It is stated a saving of £20,000 
& year will be effected if the scheme is proceeded with. 


Oswaldtwistle,—ErrorRicrTY SUPPLY. — The Urban 
District Council has written to the Accrington Corporation asking 
upon what terms the latter would be prepared to supply electricity in 
that district for power, lighting and heating, and a meeting is to be 
held to consider the matter. 


Rawtenstall.—ExtTENsions SANCTIONED.— The Town 
Council has been informed that the extension of the Hareholm 
Works may be proceeded with, and that no inquiry will be necessary. 
Formal approval will be given by the Commissioners in due course. 
The borrowing of £116,000, the coat of the extensions, has also been 
informally sanctioned. 


Rothweli.— ELECTRIC LIGHTING SCHEME.—Àn expert 
has been requested to prepare a scheme for the lighting of the 
whole of the district by electricity. 


Severn Valley.—LiwkiNa-UP ScHEME.—One of the first 
pieces of work to be nndertaken by the Electricity Commissioners 
under the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, is what is known as the 
Lower Severn Valley scheme. The area includes a wide track of 
country, and the idea is the linking up of centres of electric puwer 
supply with a view to the promotion of economy and the pooling of 
reserve plant. Objections to the scheme which may be raised by 
municipal bodies and others, must reach the Ministry of Transport, 
saya The Times, by the end of July. It may be pointed out that the 
proposal has no connection with the scheme known as the Severn 
Barrage, a projected dam across the river to provide water-power, 
which is not likely to materialise for the present at least. 


South Wales.—PowER Company’s BinLL.—The South 
Wales Electrical Power Co.'s Bill, which is purely a financial one, 
recently came before the House of Commons Committee as an 
unopposed measure. The Bill seeks power to raise additional 
capital of £500,000 for the purposes of the undertaking by the issue 
of prior lien debentures, most of which would be taken up by 
existing consumers in Glamorganshire and Monmouthshire. 
Explanation of the company’s present financial position having 
been given, the Bill was passed for third reading.—South Wales 
Daily News. 


Stoke-on-Trent. — EXTENSIONS. — A large scheme of 
extensions, costing an aggregate of £260,000, is contemplated by 
the Council; 1,000-кү. turbo-alternators are to be installed in the 
Burslem and Stoke stations, and a 5, 000-Kw. turbo-alternator, with 
the necessary auxiliaries, at the Hanley station. 


Walthamstow. — ExTENSIONS.—The Electricity Com- 
mittee has considered the report of the electrical engineer with 
respect to the extension of the plant at the generating station and 
sub-station, and recommends that application be made to the 
Electricity Commissioners for their consent to the installation of 
the following plant, and that application be made to the Ministry 
of Health for sanction to the borrowing of the sum of £95,850, 
made up as follows :—Induced draught plant, £2,500; water-tube 
boiler, complete with economiser, pipework, &c., £11,500; one 
1,000-Kw. converter, £7,850; cooling tower, £6,000; 5,000-Kw. 
turbo-alternator, complete with condensing plant, switchgear, &o., 
£40,000; water-tube boiler, complete with eoonomiser, £11,500 ; 
extension to boiler house, £500; cooling tower, £6,000; sub- 
station: one 1, 500-Kw. converter, £9,000 ; buildings and founda- 
tions, £1,000. 

Worcester.— DISTRIBUTION oF PowrER.—Although the 
generating plant is at present able to cope with all demands, it is 
stated that the distribution system requires attention, and an expen- 
diture of £15,000 is proposed. 


Yeovil,—The Minister of Transport has extended until 
October, 1920, the time of the Yeovil Electrio Lighting Order, 1914, 
for the extension of mains, &с, 
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TRAMWAY AND' RAILWAY NOTES. 


Barrow.—Loss on SERVICE.—AÀ(t a recent Town Council 
meeting, the chairman of the Tramways Committee said that for 
the first three months since the Corporation took over the service, 
the receipts had been £9,857, and expenses £12,310 ; a deficiency 


of £2,453. The receipta per car-mile were 16'46d., and the expenses 
20°54d., a deficiency of 4 08d. 


Bolton.—DzPRECIATION Funp.—The Tramways Com- 


mittee has decided to increase the contribution to the depreciation 
fund from 13d. to 24d. per car-mile. 


Bradford.—SrTRIKE AVERTED.—A ballot of the tramway 
employés resulted in a decision in favour of a stoppage on May 1st, 
but this raised such a storm of public indignation that a second 
ballot was resorted to, with the result that the motion in favour of 
a strike was defeated. - 

PROPOSED FARE INCREASE.—During the past three months 
there has been a loss on the running of the cars in the city, and 
the Tramways Committee is seriously considering the desirability 
of increasing the fares still further. It is stated that an additional 
£100,000 will be needed if the tramways are to be run on 
a paying basis. 


Bristol— Women EmPLOYES.—Several cars were damaged 
in the recent proteat of ex-Service men against the continued 
employment of women upon the tramways. The Tramways Co. 
states that its attitude towards these men has always been sympa- 
thetic, and 1,416 employés have been re-instated upon demobilisation, 
while their dependents received allowances while the men were 
with the Forces. Although it is not intended to make the 
employment of women a permanent arrangement, it is considered 


that those who have rendered good service are entitled to some 
consideration. 


Continental, —FRANCE.—In spite of the general strike in 
Paris on May ist, the Metro“ trains were kept running by volunteers 
organised by the Union Civique Parisienne. Tramoars and 
omnibuses were also kept on the roads, and the services were quite 
as adequate as in ordinary times. | 

At Marseilles, the chief engineer of the tramway establishment 
has formulated & new scheme for the linking up of the under- 
ground railway lines with those of the suburban tramways. The 
realisation of the scheme will take from four to five years, and the 
estimated cost totals as much as 100,000,000 fr. this outlay 
includes eonstruction of lines, supply of rolling stock, &c. 


Doncaster. — Waars. — The tramway employs are 
insistent in their demand for an increase of 10s. per week 
instead of the 5s. already granted. The Doncaster employés are 
affiliated with the Sheffield Trades Union branch, and it is stated 
the members of both towns are aoting in concert on the question. 


. Dublin.—Tramway PURCHABE.—AÀ report to the Cor- 
poration on the proposed purchase of the United (Electric) Tram- 
ways Co.'s interests by the Council, states that the only power of 
purchase in existence would come into operation on December 31st, 
1938, or at the end of any subsequent period of seven years, and 
that if the Corporation wishes to anticipate this period, it can 
only do so by promoting a private Bill. 


Glasgow.—Fare INcREASE. — The Corporation has 
decided to add 4d. to all fares on the tramway system. This 
increase is necessitated chiefly by the increased wages bill which, it 
is stated, means an increased expenditure of £100,000. 

RENEWALS FUND.—The Council has agreed to contribute £700 
per mile of route to the renewals fund as during the last period: 


The renewal of 10 miles of track exceeded the sum reserved last 
year by £42,606. | 


Halifax.—SroPPAGE.— Cars were recently stopped for an 


hour on the Triangle route, in consequence of the breaking of 
a trolley wire at one of the standards. 


Hull.— FaRE Revisron.—The Tramways Committee has 
recommended a revision of fares on the basisof 14d., in place of the 
existing Id., fares, and 2d. instead of 14d., for the full journey. 
The accounts for 1919 show a deficit of £8,726, which is to be met 
out of the reserves. In future no cars are to be run between 2 a.m. 
and 6a.m., and the practice of allowing soldiers in uniform to 
travel for half-fare is to be abolished. 


Japan.—TRamway “ STRIKE."—The employés of the 
municipal tramway department of Tokio, in order to enforce their 
claims for a minimum wage of 5d. per hour, recently resolved on а 
novel form of "strike," Each driver examined his car for defects, 
and these being discovered in most cases, as the cars are in a bad 
state of repair, practically every car was returned to ita depot to be 
overhauled. The strikers’ claim was settled after the first day. 


Leeds.—FaArRES.—A proposal to increase tramway fares 


to the statutory limit of ld. per mile waa recently rejected by a 
majority of the Council. 


- Manchester. —NEw Srock.— During the present financial 
period, the Corporation proposes to expend £250,000 on rolling 
stock, and £100.000 on buildings. The funds for this will 
be obtained by means of loans. 

WAGES AWARD,—After protracted negotiations, the terms of the 
award by tho Lancashire, Cheshire and North Wales District Joint 
Industrial Council have been accepted by the Manchester and Salford 


tramway employés. The men are to receive an increase of fd. per 
hour on the basic rates, and the total inorease will be 8s. per week 
with an additional 18. in June. The increase will cost Manchester 
over £30,000 annually. 


Motormen and Conductors’ Wages.— Leeds Corporation 
now pays experienced drivers 67s. 9d. for a 48-hours' week, and in 
addition provides a uniform, and grants eight days’ holiday, with 
pay. At Birmingham motormen are paid 64s. to commence, and 
708. maximum; conductors receive 60s. 6d. minimum, and 67s. 
maximum. At Sheffield the top rate for motormen with 14 years’ 
service is 69s, 8d. for a 48-hours' week, which includes 4d. per day 
for a merit badge. The top rate for conductors is 65s. per week. 
The motormen's minimum is 66s., and that of conductors 60s. per 
week. For Sunday work, time and a quarter is paid, employós 
work only on alternate Sundays. Overtime is paid for at. the rate 
of time and a quarter. At Pontypridd motormen receive 68s. At 
Leicester the present bonus is 34s., in addition to the pre-war rate 
of 328. per week. Tramway and Railway World, IUE 


Tauntom.—ELrcorRIC VEHICLE.—We learn from Mr. 
A. J. Howard, borough electrical engineer, that an Edison 2-ton 
electric lorry fitted with electrically-operated tipping wear) has 
been delivered to the Corporation, and is to be used for refuse 
collection and general haulage purposes. A street watering tank, 
which is interchangeable with the ordinary body, is also being 
supplied. 


E ^ 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Dutch Indies. — WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY.—A report from 
Bandoeng to the Dutch East Indian Looomotief, states that 
from four to five years may elapse before it will be poagible to 
send wireless messages from Holland to the Dutch East Indies. 
The installation sent out by the Telefunken Оо. is not sufficiently 
powerful to bridge over the distance. The receiving station on 
Sonsbeek, which is ready, is less satisfactory than that at Blarikum. 
The queetion of the personnel raises difficulties for the seven wire- 
less connections with the authorities in the outer districts, and six 
of the 15 technical officials have resigned in one month. The 
newspaper adds that a telegraphic order has been received from 
Holland not to begin the construction of five wireless towers to the 
south of Bandoeng for the account of the Telefunken Co., the costa 
of which would amount to 10,000,000 florins. 


France.—On April 27th the French Administration 
announced the withdrawal of all restrictions on telegrams to and 
from Germany, occupied and not occupied. The Polish Office also 
notifies the restoration of telegraphic service rid Germany, as from 
April 24th. T ©. | ms 

A wireless telegraphic aerial has been set up on the eastern side 
of Le Boprget aerodrome, near Paris, marked by fabric [pennons 
during the day and a white light at night.— 7he Times. 7 


Italy. The Times announces that the postal, telegraphic 
and telephonic services are again working regularly in Rome. 


Liverpool.—Nxw ExcHaNaGE.—Last Saturday, after the 
usual hours of business, the first batch of 1,250 subecribers were 
switched over from the Central to Bank Exchange. This step has 
been rendered necessary owing to the growth of the telephone 
system in Liverpool, and the unavoidable necessity for removing 
the oldest of the Exchanges to the new Bank Exchange. The 
total number of subscribera to both Bank and Central is 7,500, and 
when the scheme is completed, there will be &ccommodation for 
17,000. During the past nine months, in order to enable the 
change to be effected, over 6,000 miles of underground cable had to 
be laid. 


New Cables.—W e are informed that a contract has been 
concluded, and the order placed, for a second cable between Bam- 
field and Fanning Island, and that the laying of an Atlantic cable 
is under consideration. 


Czecho-Slovakia. — As from January 10th last, the 
Republic of Czecho-Slovakia became an adherent to the Telegraphic 
and Radio-Telegraphic Conventions, 


Telephone Charges. — SELECT COMMITTEE. — Mr. 
Illingworth, the Postmaster-General, stated in the House of 
Commons, this week, that the Select Committee which is to inquire 
into telephone charges will be set up after Whitaun. 


U.S.A.—WinED WIRELESS.—A further step forward has 
been made by Major-General G. O. Squier, chief signal officer, U.8. 
Army, in what is termed " wired wireless" telegraphy. The possi- 
bility has been demonstrated of using bare wires laid in the sea 
for the transmission of messages by the new method which 
consists of sending & radio current between two or more points 
with the wire as а guide. The advantages of “wired wireless" 
consist, it is said, of its multiple possibilities and its seorecy. It is 
reported that experiments have been successfully conducted with 
ordinary copper wires on the Potomac River, the messages being 
sent, not through, but alongside the wire as a guide. General 
Squier is to explain the method in a paper before the National 
Academy of Sciences on " Multiplex Telephony and Telegraphy 
over Open-Circuit Bare Wires Laid in Earth or Sea.“ 
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| ; N AND CL z Stockton-on-Tees.—May 10th. t., is in- 
CONTRACTS: OPEN AND CLOSED. 1 A D E thting, 
(‘The date given in parentheses ai at the ond of the J. Rodham, 16, Finkle Street, Stockton- on- P states 
thé issue of the BLEOTRI e tha Ола vot] 
` Notios” appeared.) = St. Helens.—May 14th. Electricity per 5 У 
и | 3d converting plant. (Bee this issue.) | 
OPEN. Tasmania.—LAUNCESTON,—June 7th. ù pos 
"n 


_ Australia, — PERTH. — May 14th. Government of 
Western Australia, One 7,500-Kw. turbo-alternator and condens- 
ing plant. (April 9th.) 

MRLBOURNE.—June 18th. Ойу Council  Gas-filled metal-fila- 
ment lamps. City Electrical Engineer's Office, Town Hall, 
Melbourne. 

May 318. Victorian Railways Department. Four 4,500-kw 
1,500-volt traction converter sets, and eight 1,000-Kw., 1 ,500-volt 
ditto. (April 30th.) 

SYDNEY. — August 4th. N.S.W. Government Railways and 
Tramways. Two 1,000-Kw. sub-station units. Ohief Electrical 
Engineer, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney. 

July 18th. City Council. ‘Maximum demand indicators. Electric 
Lighting Department, Town Hall, Sydney. 


' Belfast.—May 19th. Electricity: ранае ' Coal- 


handling plant. (See this issue.) 


Belgium.—ANTWERP.—June 28th. Harbour Authorities 
(Town Hall). Two electric cranes of 30 tons and 10 tons respec- 
tively, for the new dry dock, and No. 61 of the Bassin Lefebvre. 
Copies of the specification in French, with tender form, price 4 fr., 
may be obtained on making application to: M. le Bourgmestre 
d’Anvers, Hotel de Ville, Anvers, Belgique. 


Formosa,—August 15th. Specifications and blue prints 
are on the way to the Department of Overseas Trade from H.M. 
Ambassador in Tokio, particularising the machinery needed in 
connection with the Formosan hydro-electric scheme. No British 
firm is included in the preliminary inquiries made for turbines, 
The power to be developed eventually in connection with this 
scheme is 185,000 H. . in two units, one of 130,000 H. p. and one of 
55,000. Tenders for three water-driven turbo-electric generators, 
each of: 11,000 Kw., to be used in the construction of the pre- 
liminary works, were obtained some time ago. British firms will 
probably desire to get into touch with the engineer of the Formosan 
Hydo-Electrio Co., Ltd., Tamsui, Formosa, and in the first instanoe 
they should approach the Department of Overseas Trade at 35, Old 
Queen Street, S. W. 1. 


Lincoln.— May 24th. Electricity Department. Coal- 
handling plant. (April 23rd.) . 

May 15th. Electricity Department. New or second-hand turbo- 
alternator, 1,000 to 2,000 K. v. A., 6,600 or 3,300 v., 50 periods, oom- 
plete with condenser and all acoessories. (See this issue.) 


London.—St. PANchASG.— The Electricity Committee 
recommends that tenders be invited for the remaining two boilers 
for the King's Road Power Station. 


HacKNEY.—June 9th. Electricity Department. Four water- 
tube boilers, each 33,000 Ib. per hour capacity, with superheaters, 
mechanical stokers, &c.; four induced-draught plants; four fuel 
economisers ; one 10,000-Kw. turbo-alternator and exciter, with 
ventilating fan and air filter or cooler; one surface condensing 
plant; two circulating water motor-driven pumps; E. H. . switch- 
gear; two 20, 000-Kw. coupler panels; one 10,000-KW. generator 
panel; six 2.000-Kw. and one 4 ,000-x w. feeder panels, (See this 
issue.) 


Manchester.—June 7th. Electricity Department. Main 
and auxiliary switchgear; Section A, 33,000-volt and 6,000-volt 
main switchgear ; Section B, pressure-testing switchgear ; Seotion C, 
420-volt А.О, auxiliary ewitohgear ; ; Section D, 240-volt D.c. auxiliary 
switchgear. (April 30th.) 


New Zealand.—WELLINGTON.—J une 30th. Tender Board 
Public Works. Electrical equipment for the Arthur's Pass seotion 
of the Midland Railway. Partioulars from the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

AUCKLAND.—September lst. Harbour Board. For the supply of 
electric capstans and spares. Messrs. W. & A. McArthur, Ltd., 
18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London, E.C. 2. 


Rochdale.—One 1,250-Kw. (alternatively 1,500-Kw.) 
rotary converter. Mr. F. H. Rudd, borough electrical engineer, 
Eleotricity Works, Dane Street. 


Salford.— River Irwell Conservancy Committee. Pumps 
and motors at the Corporation Sewage Works, Weaste. J. Diggle 
and Son, Civil Engineers, Hindhill Street, Heywood. 


South Africa.—Mossgrn Bay.—Electric lighting equip- 
ment. (See this column, April 23rd.) 


Spain.—The municipal authorities of Santiago (Province 
of Corunna) have recently invited tenders for the concession for the 
electric lighting of the town during a period of 10 years 


One 1,000-K.v.A. hydro turbo-alternator, with. wie 
Electrical Engineer, Town Hall, Launceston. a 
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CLOSED. 


Ayr.—Education Committee. 
Electrical installation, Newton Park Schools.—Reid &jOo., £318. 


Australia.—Sypnry.—City Council. Accepted :— ` 
L. r. insulators, £1,161.—Australian Porcelain Co. 
B-amp., 240-v., single- pole, A.C., Ferranti meters, £594.—Noyes Bros. · 
5-amp., v., D. O., and 10-amp., 280-v., D.C., Chamberlain-Hookham amp. 
hour meters, £425.—British General Electrico Co., Ltd. 

In view of the requirements of the Council of bare oopper 
cable, and the diffloulty of obtaining supplies on account of the 
importation of copper wire having been prohibited by the Federal 
Government, except under licence issued by the Minister for 
Customs, the Council has decided to enter into & contract with 
Metal Manufacturers, Ltd., to take the whole of the bare copper 
cable required by the Council for two years from the Company. 
The price to be the published price of electrolytic wire bars on the 
date of the receipt by the Company of the order, plus certain 
figures per Ib., representing cost of manufacture. These figures 
per Ib., representing cost of manufacture, vary from 104d. for the 
amallest cable to 6d. for the largest.— Tenders. 

Commonwealth. Department of Works and Railways. Acoepbed. 
Electrical materials for the new post office, Perth, W.A., :— 

conania and 1 and lighting fittings, 21, 747/.— British General Dlee- 
e £896.—Eleo. Equipment Manufacturers (Pty. ), Ltd. 
Distribution boards, £792.—W. Cumming & Co. 

Cables and wires.—W. T. Henley's Teleg. Works Co., Lad. 

P.M.G.’s Department, S. Australia :— 

410 wall-pattern magneto telephones, £2,878.—J. Bartram & Sons (Pty.), Ltd. 


Victorian Railways :— 
One кш гарап with tools, &e., £555.— Thompson & Co. саш, 


(Pty.), L 


Glasgow.—Fllectricity Committee. Recommended :— 
Clarke, Chapman & Co., three electrioally-driven capstans for Dalmarnock 
Power Station at £520 each. 
Tramways Committee. Recommended :— 
One mile copper wire.— Western Electric Co., Ltd. 


London.—St. Panoras.—The Electricity and Public 
Lighting Committee recommends that sanction be given to the 
installation of an Erith Riley stoker in the No. 2 Niolausse 
boiler at the King's Road station at an additional cost of £2,000 
over the contract amount. 


Two 1,000-kw. motor converters, 875 revs. per minute, at 28,850 excb.— 
Bruce Peebles & Oo., Ltd. Recommended. 


SHOREDITCH,—Lighting Committee. 1 Extension of 
plant, Whiston Street generating station. 
One 2,500 xw., 8-phase, A. C., feeder equipment, &c., 21,385; one set of 
protective, gear gear uis (delivery 42 to 45 weeks). —British Thomeon- 
ouston 


Coronet Street шш | | 
One 2,500 EN. 8- phase, 4.0., feeder ee &c., £1,280. 
One 1, 500 x lo. 1,190. 
Two L.T. 10 81 panels, complete, £1,700 (delivery 21 weeks). —Metropolitan- 
Vickers Electric Co., Ltd. 


Manchester.—Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 


Cable.—Enfield Ediswan Cable Works, Ltd., Connolly's (Blackley, Ltd. , 
Western Electric Co., Ltd. 

10-ton over-head trav elling orane.—H. Morris, Ltd. 

Circuit-breakers.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 

Two water-tube boilers.—Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 


Education Committee. © Accepted :— 
E. L. installation at Stretford Road Olinic.—R. Seddon & Bons. 


Rawtenstall,— Corporation. Accepted :— 
Coal bunkers and conveyors, — Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 


Tender. 


Salford. Tram ways Committee. 


Increase agreed to, in consequence ‘of the advance in wages, of 8 per cent. 
on the tender of the English Electric Co., Ltd., for the supply of five 
single-deck omnibus bodies and for the supply of two QB 1, Form B 8, 
tramway controllers. 

500 tons Sandberg Silicon steel girder tramway rails, A380, —Bolckow, 
Vaughan & Co., Ltd. Accepted. 


Electricity Committee :— 

Опе 88-H.P. motor, complete, £202; one armature for 105-н.р. circulating 
pump motor, £219; 100 k. v. A. transformer, £206; extension cubicle for 
the new E.H.T. switchgear with the addition of "two new single phase 
pee, transformers, 42331. — Metropolitan-Vickers Electrioal Co. 
Acoep 


Motor Tramway Cars.—The Ford Motor Co., of America, 
and Henry Ford & Son, the latter being the traotor manufacturing 
branch, are to be oonsolidated and reorganised, with a capital of 
220, 000, 000, to undertake the manufacture of aircraft, internal 
combustion locomotives and petroleum-driven tramway-cars, 
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TF FORTHCOMING EVENTS. inquiry. Makers of an electric vuloaniser are asked 


anior institution of Engineers.—Friday, May "th. At 89, Victoria Street, 
S. W. At 7.50 p.m. Lecturetteon “ Pulverised Fuel, by Mr. J. G. MoBryde. 


mrAseeciation of Engineers-in-Charge.—Saturday. May 8th. At the Holborn 
. Restaurant (Venetian Ohamber At 6p.m. Annual dinner. 


t 
Salford Technical and Engineering Association. — Saturday, May 8th. 
Visit to Messrs. W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co.'s Works at Openshaw. 


Illumina Engineering Society.—Tuesday, Muy llth. At the Royal 
Boclety of Arts, John Street, Adelphi, W. C. At 8 p.m. Annual meeting. 
Lecture on ** Recent Developments in Portable Types of Cinema Outfits," 
by Capt. J. W. Barber. 


urch Electrical Society.—Wednesday, May 12th. At the Philosophical 
Institution. At 7.30 p.m. Annual general meeting. 


institution of Electrical tmeers.—Thursday, May 18th. At the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers, Gt. George Street, W. At 6 pm. Paper on 
Permanent Magnets in Theory and Practice," by Mr. 8. Evershed. 


(North-Midland Centre.)—Tuesday, May lith. At the Hotel Metro- 
pole, Leeds. At 7 p.m. Annual general meeting. 
rr Section).—Friday, May lith. At King's College. Strand, 


W. C. At" p.m. Annual general meeting. Paper on Electrical Motor 
Control Devices," by Mr. E. G. Humtfries. 


Physical Society of London. — Friday, May lith. At the Imperial 
College of Science, South Kensington. At б p.m. Ordinary meeting. 


Electrical Power Engineers. Association (Derby and District Section).— 
Saturday, May 15th. At the Arcadia Café, High Bridge, Lincoln. vv 
8.90 p.m. Open general meeting. 


NOTES. 


Tramcar Accident: Damages.— In the Sydney Courts, a 
man who was driving an ice cart in Sydney when a tramcar 
collided with the vehicle, was awarded £2,000 as compensation for 
injuries to his head which impaired his mental faculties. 


Service Notes.—Colonel С. С. Burnaby, who has just 
retired from the Royal Engineers, was chief instructor of electric 
lighting at Plymouth for some years, and was well known in 
electrical professional circles as an expert. 

The Admiralty has drawn attention to the danger of high-power 
telegraphy causing fire in woodwork topmasts aud yards. 

The following are the rates of pay provided in the Naval 
Estimates of the current year for the various grades of naval 
telegraphists :— Boy telegraphist, 1s. 9d. per diem; ordinary tele- 
graphist, 2a. 9d. ; telegraphist, 4s. 3d.; after three years’ man's 
time, 48. 6d.; after six years man's time, 4s. 9d. ; leading tele- 
graphist, Bs. 9d ; after one year as such, if passed for P.O. 
telegraphist or higher standard. ба.; petty officer telegraphist, 
78. 6d. ; after one year, if recommended by hie commanding officer, 
or after three years in any case, 7s. 10d. ; after three years from 
receiving the preceding rate, 8s. 2d. ; chief petty officer telegraphist, 
9s.; after three years as such, 9s. 6d. per diem, with subsequent 
triennial increments of 6d. a day. 

The electrical apparatus, torpedo apparatus, and apparatus for 
lighting at His Majesty's dockyards this year are put down at a 
cost of £2,011,000, and for reconditioning electrical installations 
in properties taken over under the Defence of the Realm Act. 


A Central Hot-Water Supply.—A central hot-water 
supply is to be established for the 2,000 houses which the Man- 
ohester Corporation proposes to erect on the Blackley and Hill Lane 
estates, says the Daily Dispatch. A central station will be built 
where water will be heated in boilers to about 150° F., and distri- 
buted to the houses, which will have a constant supply of hot 
water. No kitchen range will be provided, but there will be a gas 
ооокег and gas copper in the scullery, with an open fire in the 
living room. It is estimated that the cost of upkeep and 
management of the central plant, including labour, fuel, &c., will, 
at present prices, be bet ween 9d. and 1s. per week on a basis of 25 gals. 
of hot water supplied to each house for 24 hours. It is proposed 
that this should be met by a charge on the rent. The saving on 
the fitting of kitchen ranges and boilers will, it is stated, more 
than meet the cost of the central system. 


Parliamentary.— The London Gazette, of May 4th, con- 
tains the full official notice respecting the provisional determination 
of the Lower Severn Electritity District by the Electricity Supply 
Commissioners. 


A Direct-Reading Amplifying Voltmeter.— In a paper 
read before the Société Francaise des Electriciens, by Messrs. 
Abraham, E. Bloch, and L. Bloch, an account is given of a volt- 
meter capable of reading very low voltages. Hitherto, the authors 
point out, there has been no direct-reading electrometer for an 
alternating pressure of one volt, and no direct-reading thermal 
ammeter for one milliampere. With the aid of three-electrode 
valves they have produced an instrument of higher sensibility than 
has been previously attained. The alternating current to be 
measured is first amplified, usually in two stages, but sometimes in 
five, then rectified, and the rectified current is read by means of an 
ammeter. The potential difference applied to the terminals can be 
determined from the ammeter reading with the aid of a calibration 
curve. The instrument behaves like а voltmeter of very high 
resistance, and is suitable for all frequencies. It can detect a 
millivolt at the terminals of any circuit; if this circuit has a 
resistance of 100,000 ohms, the pressure of one millivolt corres- 
ponds to a current of a hundredth of a microampere, and a power 
of one hundred-thousandth of a microwatt. The connections and 
properties of the apparatus are fully described in the paper. 
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Edncational,—FARADAY HOUSE ELECTRICAL ENGINEER- 
ING COLLEGE.—Mr. A. T. Morris, B.Sc., A. M. I. E. E., has been made 
Ruperintendent of the Testing Department, in succession to Dr. F. 
T. Chapman, M.I.E.E., who has been appointed one of His Majesty's 
Inspectors of Technological Education. The Rev. L. Van Vestraut, 
M.A. (Cantab), has been appointed Chief Assistent in the Testing 
Department. Mr. J. К. Catterson-Smith, M. I. E. E., has been 
appointed Lecturer on Dynamo Design. Mr. A. Regnauld, B.Sc., 
A.M.I.E.E. has been appointed Superintendent of the Workshop 
Department. 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.—A course of four advanced lectures 
on “High-Frequency Alternators for Radio-Telegraphy,“ by M. 
Marius Latour, of Paris, has been arranged provisionally to be 
given at the Institution of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, 
on May 26th, 27th, 28th and 318, at 5.30 p.m. For particulars see 
oar advertisement pages to-day. 


Summer Time in Canada. Daylight saving came into 
force on the morning of May 2nd in many cities in Canada. While 
the cities of Montreal, Quebec, and nearly the whole of the 
Province of Quebec advanced the clock, the Maritime Provinces 
generally retained the standard time, as also did Ontario; but the 
cities of Toronto, Ottawa, Kitchener, Sarnia, and Niagara Falls 
adopted the daylight-saving scheme. Some confusion is likely to be 
experienced on account of the changes in the railway time-tables to 
conform with local conditions.— The Times. 


The Resources of India.— The Chemical Services Com- 
mittee, presided over by Prof. Jocelyn Thorpe, recommends the 
constitution of an Indian Chemical Service and the establishment 
of an Imperial Research Institute at Dehra Dun (United Provinces), 
and a provincial institute in each province, also the creation of a 
Ministry of Science as soon as possibie. Prof. Thorpe states that 
very few of the great natural resources of the country are being 
exploited to advantage; if they were developed to the fullest 
extent, India would take ita place in the front rank of industrial 
communities.— The Times. 


Appointments Vacant.—Cable jointers, for the Eccles 
Corporation Electricity Works; assistant instructors in pettern 
making, drawing office, electrical switchgear fitting department, 
electrical maintenance department, general engineering fitting ; 
stores superintendent, for the Loughborough Technical College ; 
power station superintendent (£750, with house, light and fuel), 
for an English Railway Co. in Buenos Aires; rental clerk (60s.), 
for the Walsall Corporation Electric Supply Department ; shift 
engineer (90s.). for the Kingston-on-Thames Corporation Elec- 
tricity Department; plumber-jointer for the Borough of Derby 
Electricity Supply Department; assistant mains engineer (£290), 
for the Walsall Corporation Electricity Works ; overhead linesman, 
for the Rawtenstall Corporation Tramways. See our advertisement 
peges to-day. 


Fatallty.—A verdict of Accidental Death was returned 
at an inquest held last week on Arthur Alcock, aged 25, a married 
man, who was killed whilst following his employment as 
assistant foreman at the Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., 
Trafford Park. The fatality occurred when deceased was taking 
the temperature of the oil in the transformer. Immediately over 
the tank was an electric wire charged at 5, 750 volte, which 
deceased had himself fixed up the previous day, and ina moment of 
forgetfulness he did not switch off the current. He was seen to 
fall from the ladder. Artificial respiration was continued for over 
an hour. Alcock was badly burned about the face. The live wire had 
only been temporarily put up for the purposes of testing, and 
deceased had warned others about switching off the current when 
taking temperatures, The Coroner said it was & pure accident, and 
if anyone was to blame it was the deceased himself. 


Plant Growth.— The researches of Prof. Sir J. C. Bose 
on plant growth have lately been somewhat prominently before the 
scientific world in London. While admitting the beauty of the 
" crescograph "—the exceedingly delicate instrument devised by 
Prof. Bose to record the growth of the tissues of planta—Prof. 
W. M. Bayliss suggested that, in view of certain adverse criticisms, 
his apparatus should be tested in a laboratory before a number of 
scientists, This has been done, and we are pleased to see that, in a 
letter to The Times of May 4th, Profs. Bayliss, Blackman, Clark, 
Clinton, Donnan, and Lord Rayleigh bear witness to the perfor- 
mance of the crescograph as follows :— 

"In accordance with the results given by the application of 
various tests, we are satisfied that the growth of plant tissues is 
correctly recorded by this instrument and at a magnification of 
from one to 10 million times. We saw in particular that a flower- 
bud in active growth, if treated by immersion in a solution of 
potassium cyanide for some hours, no longer gave a movement of 
the recording spot of light. We conclude ‘that such movement 
when shown by a similar bud in the active state is not due to acci- 
dental stretching or to undetected effects of currents of air, radiant 
heat, &c. We agree that the instrument correctly records changes 
of length in the growing tissue, or, indeed, of any substanoe 
attached to the lever of the instrument, however such changes may 
be produced. Naturally, under the conditions of the experiments, 
it was impossible for us to analyse oompletely the oomplex effecta 
produced by the passage of an electrical current.” 

Although not present at the demonstration, Profs. W. H. Bragg 
and F. W. Oliver express their agreement with the statement, 
havng witnessed similar demonstrations by Sir J. C. Bose. The 
reliiability of the apparatus is, therefore, no longer in question. 
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Fish Preservation.—As an outcome of several years’ 
experimenting, Mr. Frank Croft, a fish merchant, of Grimsby, 
claims to have invented a new process of fish preservation. The 
system embraces the use of electricity and hot air, and Mr. Croft 
has now in his possession fish that he cured seven years ago 
which, it is claimed, is still in good condition. 


The Edison Medal.—A French newspaper publishes 
a cable from New York, announcing that the American Inatitu- 
tion of Electrical Engineers has conferred the Edison Medal for 
1919 on Mr. William Leroy Emmott as a reward for his system for 
the electric propulsion of ships. 


Thermal-Standard Gas Supply.— The accompanying 
record is of considerable interest in connection with the proposal 
to supply gas in future on a heat-unit basis. It is taken from the 
recent report of the Fuel Research Board, which states that an 
association of large consumers finding the gas supply irregular and 
unsatisfactory, installed a Simmance total-heat recording calori- 
meter, unknown to the gas examiner or the gas suppliers. The 
slip reproduced was taken on January 17th, 1919. The calorific 
value of the gas from midnight to 3 a.m. was 450 B. TH.. At 
4a m. it had fallen to 440, at which value it remained till 2.15 p.m., 
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when it rose to 460. A sharp rise began at 3.15, reaching 560 at 
4.15, after which a quick fall followed. By 5 p.m. the value was 
480, and at 7.45 p.m. it was down to 450 again. 

Some weeks later the Association learnt that at 3.30 p.m. on 
January 17th the Corporation gas examiner had made a test, which 
gave 565 B. TH. UU. as the calorific value of the gas. The wave of 
rich gas had evidently reached the calorimeter of the gas 
examiner some little time before it reached the recording calori- 
meter, for this slight lag is similarly shown on all the monthly 
charts.“ The report states that the test was prearranged; it was 
made at or near the summit of the wave. This experience, it is 
remarked, may be regarded as exceptional. We hope it is. 

It will be noted that the scale reads downwards, so that a dip 
means an increase in the calorific value. 


South African Scientifio Societies — Тһе scheme to 
secure housing for the Associated Scientific and Technical Societies 
of the Rand has, through the munificence of the Chamber of Mines, 
been brought to successful fruition by the acquisition of a building 
at Johannesburg. The movement was, according to the South 
African Mining and Engineering Journal, originated five years ago, 
when it was recognised that the financial position of several of the 


local societies gave cause for anxiety, and that the return made to- 


members was in no way adequate. Another cause was the lack of 
co-ordination between not only the societies themselves, but also 
amongst their members individually. It was felt that if expenses 
could be reduced and better provision made forthe social amenities 
for members, there would be an increase in the efficiency and use- 
fulness of the societies. A small committee was appointed, con- 
sisting of members from the three major societies responsible for 
the movement, namely, the South African Institution of Engineers ; 
the Chemical, Metallurgical and Mining Society of South Africa ; 
and the South African Institute of Electrical Engineers, which has 
carried into effect the resolutions agreed to. The terms of the 
Chamber's offer are as follows :—It will make a loan not exceeding 
£10,000 on second mortgage on the property to be purchased at 
5 per cent. interest; provide the interest on this loan and also on 
the first mortgage loan, which is not to exceed £12,500, for two 
years ; and undertakes to subscribe 10s. for every £1 raised by the 
societies concerned, the total under this head not to exceed a con- 
tribution of £5,000 from the Chamber. The societies concerned 
number 13, and the building purchased will house them all, as well 
as provide general club advantages for the members, The Asso- 
ciated Societies will need a considerable sum of money before they 
oan qualify for the Chamber’s generous offer, and every effort is 
being made towards this end. The title of the Institution has 
been agreed as the Associated Scientific and Technical Societies 
of South Africa.” 


Water-Power Development in Canada.—According to 
the statistics just compiled, there is installed throughout the 
Dominion some 2,418,000 turbine or water-wheel H.P., of which 
2,215,000 H.P. is actually and regularly employed in useful work. 
The larger figure includes the total installed capacity at full rate, 
including reserve units. It does not, however, include hydraulic 
exciter units. A large number of the plants now operating are 
designed for the addition of further units as the market demands. 
The ultimate capacity of such planta, together with that of new 
plants now under construction, totals some 3,385,000 H. P. 


Of the total power installed, 1,756,791 E. P., or 72°7 per cent., is in- 
stalled in central stations. Central station power is sold for lighting, 
mining, electrochemical and eleotrometallurgical industry, milling, 
and general manufacturing. In the pulp and paper industry 
473,265 H.P. is utilised, of which 381,631 H. P. is generated directly 
from water in pulp and paper establishments, while 91,634 H. P. is 
purchased from hydro-electric central stations. 

Hydro power used for other purposes and other industries may be 
listed as follows :—For lighting purposes, 434,613 Н.Р. ; in mining 
industry, 177,728 H.P.; in flour and grist mills, 42,736 H.P.; in 
lumber and saw mills, 37,918 H.P.; in other manufacturing indus- 
tries. 172,955 H.P. These figures are evidence of the widespread 
manner in which the Dominion's water-power resources are being 
applied to the furtherance of its industrial development. 

The figures of 70 representative hydro-electric stations throughout 
the Dominion, with an aggregate turbine installation of 745,797 H. P., 
show a total construction cost of $50,740,468 (pre-war figures), or 
an average of $69°11 per installed н.р. This cost includes the 
capital invested in oonstruction of dams, flumes, penstocks, and all 
hydraulic works, and of power stations and equipment. It excludes 
real estate and transmission and distribution equipment. The 
figure in brief represents the capital cost of construction at the 
power site. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—In addition to the Council's 
nominations for the new Council, of which a list was given in our 
issue of April 9th, the following names have been put forward by 
members of the Institution :——Mr. R. F. Ferguson, borough elec- 
trical engineer, Hastings; Mr. A. H. W. Marshall, engineer, Cleve- 
land and Durham Electric Power, Ltd.. Middlesbrough ; Mr. C. 
Vernier. mains engineer, Newcastle-upon-Tyne Electric Supply Co., 
Ltd. The ballot papers have to be delivered at the Institution 
offices not later than May 8th. 


The arrangements for the remainder of the session, ih addition 
to those already notified, are as follows :— 


Ordinary Meetings.—(To be held at the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, Storey's Gate, Westminster, S. W.). June 16th : Discus- 
sion on the paper entitled “ Distribution of Heat, Light, and Motive 
Power by Gas and Electricity," read by Sir Dugald Clerk, K.B.E., 
&c., before the Royal Society of Arts, and also on The Report on 
the Coal-Gas and Electrical Supply Industries of the United 
Kingdom to the President of the Institution of Gas Engineers," by 
Sir Dugald Clerk and Profs. Arthur Smithells, and J. W. Cobb. 
June 30th : Paper on Overhead and Live Rail Conductor Systems,” 
by Mr. P. Dawson. 

Wireless Sectional Meeting. — June 9th: Paper on High- 
Frequenoy Machines," by Marius Latour, 


SCOTTISH CENTRE.—The following із a complete list of officers 
and members of the Committee elected at the annual general 
meeting :—Chairman, Mr. J. G. Sayers; vice-chairmen, Messrs. 
Е. Т. Goslin and Alex. Lindsay ; hon. secretary, Mr. Joseph Taylor 
(Glasgow); assistant hon. secretary, Mr. W. F. Mitchell; chair 
man of Students’ Section, Mr. F. Н. Whysall. Committee: Messrs. 
A. 8. Hampton, W. Wood, В. B. Mitchell, Frank Onslow, W. J. 
Kelsey, J. M. Scott Maxwell, J. A. Bell, John Prentice, D. S. Munro, 
H. Richardaon, and J. L. Nicholson. 

Mr. Roger T. Smith, President of the Institution, was present, 
and gave a brief address, He congratulated the Scottish Section 
on having given two members—Messrs. W. W. Lackie and Arch. 
Page—as Electricity Commissioners. The electrical supply industry, 
he said, after many attempts at legislation, was now in the hands 
of Commissioners, the engineering members of which thoroughly 
understood their job. One of the things the Commissioners would 
have to do was to see that wherever it was economical the water- 
power of this country should be applied for the generation of 
electricity. 

After Мв. J. M. M. Munro had read his paper on Highland 
Water-power,” the Chairman intimated that arrangements were 
being made by the London Students’ Section to visit Glasgow in 
the last week in July, There would probably be a joint meeting 
with the local Students' Section, and a programme of visite to 
places of interest and entertainments. 


Institution of Civil Engineers.— At the annual general meeting, 
on April 27th, the result of the ballot for the election of officers for 
the year 1920-21 was declared as follows: : 


President: Mr. John A. Brodie, M.Eng. Vice-presidents: Mr. 
W. B. Worthington, Dr. W. Н. Maw, Mr. Charles L. Morgan, C.B.E., 
Mr. Basil Nott, С.В. Other members of the Council: Mr. E. A. S. 
Bell, O. I. E.; Dr. C. C. Carpenter, C. B. E.; Colonel R. E. B. Crompton, 
C. B.; Mr. Maurice Deacon; Sir Archibald Denny; Sir William H. 
Ellis, G.B.E. ; Mr. Albert Gordon ; Mr. W. W. Grierson, O.B.E. ; 
Sir Robert A. Hadfield, Bart. ; Sir Brodie H. Henderson, K. C. M. G.; 
Messrs. E. P. Hill; G. W. Humphreys, C.B.E. ; Summers Hunter, 
C.B.E. ; Н. G. Kelley; C. R. S. Kirkpatrick ; James Marchbanks ; 
H. H. G. Mitchell; Engineer Vice-Admiral Sir Henry J. Oram, 
K. C. B.; Mr. Frederick Palmer, C. I. E.; Captain H. Riall Sankey, 
C. B., C. B. E.; Sir John F. C. Snell; Messrs. W. A. P. Tait, A. M. 
Tippett, E. F. C. Trench; Prof. W. H. Warren; Sir Alfred F. 

-Yarrow, Bart. 

This Council will take office on the first Tuesday. in November, 

1920, А 
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The Council has made the followi ards f 

1919-1920 :— Telford Gold Medals ‘and Telford renis 4e Mr OUR PERSONAL COLUMN, 

David Lyell, C.M.G., C.B.E, D. S. O. (London), Mr. J. K. Robertson The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
(London), and Major-General Sir Gerald M. Heath, K. C. M. G., C. B. technical er the commercial side of the profession and 


D.&O., R.E. (London); а George Stephenson Gold Medal and also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
Telford Premium to Mr. Maurice F. Wilson (London); a Watt ELEOTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. | 
Gold Medal and a Telford Premium to Mr. P. M. Crosthwaite, ; ir i 
B.A.I. (London) ; Telford Premiums to Major E. O. Henrici, R.E. The electrical engineer at Barrow has been authorised to appoint 


~ (London), Sir Francis J. E. Sprin CL a charge engineer in place ‘of Mr. H. F. Marshall, who has left 
F. O. Stanford, O. B. E. (London), Mr. ind “Mitohell’ (Hurley) the Corporation service. Ma, C. KILNER has been appointed junior 
Mr. J. W. Sandeman (Newcastle-on-Tyne), and Mr. A. R Fulton. charge engineer at £100 plus 20 per oent. plus £120 per annum. 
D. So. (Dundee). e ’ Н шуы а the арр ше! of Мв. W. W. LACKIE as an Electrical 
Royal Institution. —The ‘annual meeting was held on May lst MITOHELL A met Е ар of Beas ii а 
ir J ames Crichton-Browne, treasurer and vice-president, in the Council Electrieity Department, a re-arrangement of thé stad? has 
chair, The annual report of the Committee of Visitors for the taken place, Mr. R. B MACCALL, chief clerk and accountant, has 
year 1919, testifying to the continued prosperity and efficient been made secretary and treasurer, and Mr. G. L. BLACK, at — 
management of the Institution, was read and adopted, and the superintendent of street mains has been recommended for the 
report of thé Davy Faraday Research Laboratory Committee waa position of assistant to the chief engineer. Other appointments 
also read. Sixty-four new members were elected during the year, recommended аге :—-Мн. G. MORGAN assistant 115 stations 
and 62 lectures and 19 evening discourses were delivered. The superintendent, to be power stations. superintendent ; Mn. J. R 
following gentlemen were unanimously elected as officers for the CowIE be continued as sub-stations superintendent ; Ma. €. W. 
ensuing year :—President, The Duke of Northumberland ; treasurer MARSHALL, laboratory superintendent, to be a inted chief tech- 
Sir James Crichton-Browne ; secretary, Colonel Edmond H. Hills. nical assistant; Мв. D. BERRY, assistant aging) e intendent, to 

At а general meeting on May 3rd, it was announced that the be mains superintendent ‚ Мв W T. CALDERWOOD к; dra hts- 
President had nominated the following gentlemen as Vice-Presidents man, to be appointed constructional en ineer Thes m als will 
for the ensuing year :—Mr. J. H. Balfour Browne, Mr. W. A. B. be known as рїн al officers, and will hold their ipod tmenta 
iris Coutts, Dr. Donald Hood, Earl Iveagh, Sir Charles Parsons, direct from the Town Council at such salaries as шау he zal hy 
E. H. Hille : Reid, Sir James Crichton-Browne, and Colonel ш een on conditions of service with the approval of the 

` own Council. 

Liverpool Wireless Association.— A meeting was held at Мв. SALTER, chief engineer and manager of the Hamilton 
MoGhies' Café, 56, Whitechapel, on Wednesday, April 28th, when Electricity Works, who is leaving for Tasmania, has been presented 
the subject of Battery Power for Use with Valve Circuits was by the staff with a sporting gun and case, and Mrs. Salter with a 
gone into. The next meeting is on Wednesday, May 12th. New case of silver fruit spoons. 
members are invited; subscription, 5s. per annum. Mr. S. Frith The salaries of the electrical department staff of the Liverpool 
6, Cambridge Road, Crosby, Liverpool, is hon. sec. i Corporation have undergone a triennial revision, and most of the 

Electrical Power Engineers’ Association.—The National pleekburn e the Town 
Executive Council of the Association having considered the Council to increase the eter of MR. J. H. COWELL, the tramways 
nominations put forward for the members’ vacancies on the Council manager, from £600 to 2800 r year m : 

‘of the Institution, is of opinion that the list, as submitted, is 1151 р, 


i ; : 1 Barnsley Town Council has adopted the scale of the A. M. E. E. for 
5 representative of the electric supply industry, and has the salary of the electrical engineer, MAJOR BARKER, which will 
ingly issued a circular, of which we have received a copy, be approximately £740 a year. | 
ot aigue goats 5 p 55 A communication has been sent to municipal electrical under- 
6 record their votes in favour of Messrs. C. kings by th i a : 
Vernier, A. H. Marshall, F. Gi, P. V. Hunter, and Dr. A. Кш Leseelstign, atutiog that the bom aree, Mm F. Faaapat 


ко ЕНЕ that the hon. secretary, MR. Н. FARADAY 
The Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association.— _ PROCTOR, found it necessary to relinquish his position in June lat. 
fifth annual convention is to be held at Bradford ‘and Tike, Phe Commitee: Had. passed в. resolution. thal, in view о Ше 
June 21st to 25th. It will commence at Ilkley on Monday, J une ee he: Had rendered. tormunicipal еш р ply 
218, with an informal reception at the Winter Gardens; on Tues- undertakings, the local authorities who are members of the 
day the convention will be opened at “The Windsor" (Queen's Association should be invited to associate themselves with & 
Hall), Bradford, when the Lord Mayor will welcome the Associa- scheme under which some tangible recognition could be made to 


tion ; Mr. T. Roles, president, will deliver an address ; and a paper Mr. Proctor for the long and valuable services he haa rendered in 
on The Design of Distributing Networks will be read by Мг. & purely honorary capacity. db is suggested tha contribution 
C. A. Giffin, mains engineer, Bradford. The afternoon will be might be made in accordance with a scale based on the number of 
ocoupied with visits to works, and in the evening there will be a Ез кы ш annum, under which the Council's contribution 
reception at the Winter Gardens, Ilkley, followed i . 

сш. ' ус 5olowed: Dy sa ора Manchester Corporation Electricity Committee has appointed 


On Wednesday, at the King's Hall, Ilkley, Mr. I. V. Robi Ma. W. G. McCracken, resident civil engineer during the con. 
ОВАА ill cead в paper on “Power: Bun Dale of atruction of the Barton power station, at а salary of £450 per 
Relation to Thermal Efficiency `°; the afternoon will be devoted to annum, which includes bonus. 


inita \ tj t in th н б The following increases of salaries are recommended by the 
2770 d le з of interest, апа in the evening the annual dinner Sub-Finance Committee of the Leeds Corporation :—Tramwsys 
On Thursday, at Bradford, a paper will be read by Mr. J. W. department: Mr. J. Burrows, senior chief engineer, from £750 to 


Beauchamp, of the British Electrical Development Association, on £780 ; Mr. J. S. Hamilton, chief assistant eng ineer, £500 to £530 ; 
“Тһе Standardisation of Tariffs.” Visits to Son. and a reception Mr. J. B urbridge, 1985 second assistant engineer, £350 to £380 15 
by the Lord Mayor of Bradford, will occupy the afternoon ; in the Mr. J. Kidd, power-station superintendent, £462 to £192. at 
evening the " Committee " members and the Associated Municipal tricity Черди шоп : Mr. С. N. Hefford, manager, from £i. 0 
Electrical Engineers will hold separate meetings. £1,510; and Mr. W. T. Green, assistant manager £690 to £70 m 
On Friday the Council will meet at the Winter Gardens, and the Мв. Epwin T. PARKER, an electrical engineer, 1 hey 
annual general meeting will be held in the morning ; a motor trip mns has been made an Officer of the Order of the adviser 
to Pateley Bridge and the Nidd Valley in the afternoon will bring mpire in recognition of war services as technical 


the proceedings to a conclusion. and chief dilution officer in the Labour Supply Department, Wert 
Accommodation is likely to present considerable difficulties ; all SU 1 8 1 
communications on this subject should be addressed to Mr. T. : ambridge, on Мау 21st, Honorary D grees, Doo 4 Bir 
Roles, President I.M.E.A., Town Hall, Bradford. Science, are to be conferred on Sir J. J. THomson, O. M., an | 
Ihe papers and reports will be taken as read; advanoe copies can JOSEPH LARMOR, М.Р, | 
be obtained from the Secretary. Obituary.—MR. J. H. Pork.— The death took place on 


| | | 
* U 
Institution of Gas Engineers (Inc.) .— Arrangements are being us n pide "Eis 3 i Mr. John, Henty Pope al i 
made for the annual general meeting to be held in London on ош. of Taunton. He was 47 scare Ol ae niat 
June lat, 2nd p 7 under the presidency of Sir Dugald Clerk, Мв. EDWARD Noves.—Mr. Edward Noyes, governing direotor of 
K. B. E., D. So., F. R. S. Messrs. Noyes Bros, Ltd., the well-known Australian firm, 
Society of Engineers (Incorporated).— A paper on " The away at Medlow, aged 61 years, after a few weeks’ illness. Mr. 
Assessment to the Poor Rate of Engineering Undertakings " was 
read on 3rd inst., by Mr. W. G. CooKE. The first part of the paper eighties of the last century, and founded the above firm, in oon": 
dealt with companies such a8 gas and water, where the rateable junction with his brother, Mr. Henry Noyes, in 1888. The 
value was ascertained from the yearly accounts as issued to their 
shareholders ; the second with general engineering works, breweries | 
| 


Noyes, who was born in England, went out to Australis in the 


business was turned into a company in 1907, and Mr. Ei m 
Noyes became first governing director, and continued so until 


` and the like, where the rating is ascertained on the basis of ooat end. He was also a director of Noyes Bros. (Melbourne) Pro- 
and adaptability of the premises to the particular trade carried on. prietary, Ltd. The deceased gentleman oarried out BUE 
Mr. Cooke showed that, the working expenses being increased. the important electrical contracts for tramway and other works 
hypothetical tenants’ share (a further deduction) was also increased Australia, New Zealand, &c. He was a vice-president 0 
by the high prices of meters, tools, and other chattels. The most Electrical Association of New South Wales in 1906-7. 1600 | 
marked increases were in the gtatutable deductions, that is, over We regret to learn that MR. HERBERT STANDRING. who hs Kd | 
the cost of repairs, renewals and insurance. The cost had gone up a director of the Greengate and Irwell Rubber Co., Ltd., of Sal fo, | 
from 200 to 300 per cent. over pre-war figures, and even if the gross for many years, died, on Sunday last, from pneumonia. { Ж». 
value, accordin to the statutory definition, were unaffected, the We regret to learn of the death, at the age of 79 yoars, 0 


rateable value or basis upon which the rates were payable, should be HENRY CHARLTON STEWARDSON, who wea for 47 years with toe 
considerably reduced. . British Association for the Advancement of Science, . 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Alliance Electrical Co., Ltd. (166,835).—Private company. 
Registered April 27th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To take over the 
business of electricians and electrical engineers, &c., carried on by the 
Alliance Electrical Co. Ltd. (in liquidation). The first directors are: W. F. 
White, 93, Hamlet Gardens, Ravenscourt Park, W.6, engineer; H. J. Grant, 
89, Carlton Mansions, Maida Vale, W.9, engineer; Elizabeth McArthur, 11, 
Dorset Road, Merton Park, S.W.19, secretary. Secretary: Elizabeth 
McArthur. Registered office: 32, King Street, Covent Garden, W. C. . 


Northern Electric Vehicle Services, Ltd. (166,883).—Re- 
istered April 28th. Capital, £100,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
Basins of manufacturers, builders, designers, repairers and owners of and 
agents for electric or other mechanically-propelled vehicles, lorries, wagons, 
locomotives, &c. The first directors are: б. S. Newall, Sunniside, Hexham, 
Northumberland; R. S. Barrett, Brookside, Seaton Burn, Northumberland; 
Р. Nicholson, Silksworth Close, Sunderland, Durham. Minimum cash sub- 
scription: 7 shares. Solicitor: C. L. Poyser, Pilgrim Street, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. Registered office: Northumberland Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


London Armature Repair Co., Ltd. (166,916).—Private 
company. Registered April 29th. Capital, £1,500 In £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of manufacturers and repairers of and dealers in accumu- 
lators, dynamos, magnetos and electrical a paratus and appliances, &c. The 
permanent directors are: F. Poulter, 63, Well Street, Hac nen E.9, mantle 
manufacturer; F. N. Feirn, 108, Earlham Grove, Forest Gate, engineer. 
Solicitor: G. J. Dowse, Bank Chambers, 1, Kingsland High Street, E.8. 
Registered office: Eastern Works, Forest Lane, Stratford, E. 


Armature Winding Co., Ltd. (166,778).—Private com- 
pany. Registered April 24th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To carry on 
the business of electric and steam engineers and contractors, suppliers of 
electricity, manufacturers of tramway, electric, magnetic, galvanic, oil and 
other apparatus, &c. The first directors are: H. G. Wainscott, 9, Rochdale 
Road, Edenticld; С. Marshman, 18, Raymond Avenue, Bury. Registered 
office: 44a, Bolton Street, Bury. 


Premier Electric Welding Co. (Ireland), Ltd. (3,963).— 
Private company. Registered in Dublin April 20th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 
shares. To acquire the business carried on at Belfast by K. Edwards as 
the Premier Electric Welding Co." The subscribers (each with one share) 
are: J. G. Coke, Bank Buildings, St. James's Street, London; A. Haggerty, 
Bank Buildings, St. James’s Street, London. The first directors are not 
named. Solicitors: Moore, Kieley and Lloyd, 31, Molesworth Street, Dublin. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


Hydro Electric Concessions, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on 
April 12th, 1920, of mortgages dated June 29th and November 25th, 1914, 
securing £750 and £250 respectively. 


Unelma, Ltd.—F. T. Shearcroft, of 36 and 37, Queen 
Street, E.C., as receiver and manager on April 16th, 1920, under powers 
contained in first mortgage debenture dated August lith, 1919. 


í 


Correction.—For Howard Electrical Engineering Co., 
Ltd. (see ELEO. Rev., p. 404, March 26th, 1920) read Howard 
Pneumatic Engineering Co., Ltd. 


CITY NOTES. 


At the annual meeting, on April 28th, 


Indo-European Mr. J. Herbert Tritton, the chairman, said 
Telegraph that the one great need of Russia was 
Co., Ltd. economic, and foremost among all that this 


| word connoted were communications and 
transports. The recognition of this fact was so universal and 
во pressing that the telegraph system must be one of the first 
cares of the authorities everywhere. Added to this, their route 
of telegraphs throughout its length was not only of national, 
but of international importance. On these two facts they 
based much of their hope for the future. They had had an 
anxious time during the year under review. The question 
that had chiefly engaged their attention was the re-establish- 
ment of the Indo route, first as a. political entity and next 
as & physical line. After careful consideration of the various 
alternatives, they came to tbe conclusion that the interests 
of the company would be best served by the retention of the 
portion of the route traversing Germany. They had to look 
at the matter solely from the point of view of providing the 
most efficient telegraph Jine possible, and there could be no 
doubt that the German section fulfilled this requirement. Any 
other route would have involved long and exceedingly expen- 
eive cables, the provision of which would have seriously altered 
the financial outlook of the company. They had, therefore, 
entered into negotiations with the German Government, and 
ad agreed with them the heads of a concession satisfactory 
to both parties. They had no doubt that this concession would 
soon be an accomplished fact. The managing direcvor, Mr. 
Stratfard-Andrews, himself proceeded to Berlin and Warsaw 
and conducted the negotiations under local conditions that 
were in the former city, distinctly uncomfortable. He waa 
ассот panied and assisted by Mr. Berg. On the route of their 


old lne the Poland of the Peace Treaty extended farther west 
than it did into Prussia, and ag deal farther east into 
Russia; negotiations with the Polish Government for a conces- 
sion were now in progress, and should offer no difficulty. Thé 
portion of the new Russia traversed by the route extended from 
Rowno to the Persian frontier; it was, however, not under 
one Government as before, but under many, each of which 
was at present claiming separate political control. The direc- 
tors’ difficulties had recently focussed in Odessa and its neigh- 
bourhood, all British subjects having been evacuated. Odessa 
waa one of the most important stations, not only as a junction, 
but as the one through which the maintenance of the whole 
of their Russian section was kept supplied. They were hop- 
ing to be able to reoccupy the station before long. Hast of 
Odessa they anticipated no difficulty in agreeing terms with 
the young and vigorous nationalities that had arisen as a 
consequence of the war. The directors had long felt the great 
desirability of providing an alternative section to that through 
the Caucasus, always most exposed to interruptions, and had 


initiated negotiations with that object, which had at present 


not gone sufficientlv far to enable them to refer to the matter 
in detail. Their Persian concession and communications re- 
main undisturbed. as before the war. Turning to the restora- 
tion of the route from a physical point of view, their difficul- 
ties onlv began East of Poland. Between Poland and Odessa 
much of the country had been fought over; the eame remark 
applied to a good deal of the line in the Caucasus. Notwith- 
standing this fact, they had had communication between 
Odesen and Teheran for weeks at a time. In neither case 
was there any serious difficultv once the necessary material 
was on the spot. This was the difficulty now confronting them. 
The directors had concentrated the necessary staff at Odessa 
and had provided а great deal of the material necessary, in 
anticipation of reopening the line this spring, when it became 
necessary to evacuate Odessa. The material would. however. 
be found as near that place as practicable. and no time would 
be lost as goon as political difficulties had been removed. The 
sneaker went on to refer to the accounts, the dividend, and 
the equalisation fund. 


Sir Charles E. Ellis presided. on April 
English Electric Avril 28th, at the Connaught Rooms. 
Co., Ltd. W. C., over the first annual meeting of 
this company. Referring to the proposals 
of the Chancellor of the Fxchequer regarding taxation for 
the ensuing year, he said that it was doubtful whether any 
alterations in the proposals were either possible or expedient 
for this year. It was, however, imperative that definite: steps 
should at once be taken to prepare in time for the next 
Budget some new scheme, which, whilst produeing 
necessary revenue, wonld not react so unfavourably upon 
young and only partially developed industries such se their 
own—the electrical industry—which, after long years of 
unfair competition at home and abroad. was just beginning 
to raise its head. At December, 1919, the share capital stood 
at just under two millions. Since then it had been in 
by £253,921, allotments in exchange for additional shares 
acquired in certain of their subsidiary companies. alen in 
respect of an exchange of shares arranged with J. G. White 
and Co., Ltd., and an issue of shares in part payment of the 
purchase of the works of Siemens Bros. Dynamo Works, 
Ltd., at Stafford. The entire expenses of the debenture 
issue (including discount) amounting to £115,660, and also 
the preliminary expenses of the company, amounting to 
417.385, had been written off in the profit and loss account, 
so that they would start the next year’s account with a clean 
sheet in that respect. £100.000 had been placed to capital 
reserve account. It was satisfactory for the company to be 
in a position to place a substantial sum to reserve in ite first 
financial year. This reserve would, of course, be available for 
meeting any further expenses which might be incurred in 
the issue of further capital or debentures, or it might be held 
to meet any special depreciation in the assets should any 
unforeseen contingency arise in years to come. They had, 
of course. charged the profits of their subsidiary con- 
cerns with proner depreciation, before taking them into 
the accounts. From the assets side of the balance sheet 
it was obvious that at the end of last year the company was 
in the main a holding company, the item for “ buildings, 
plant, machinery, &c.," representing for the most part pur- 
chases from the Ministry of Munitions. In next year's ac- 
counts it was anticipated that certain assets in the subsidiary 
companies would have been transferred or leased to the 
company. They had already made some progress in this 
direction. Dick, Kerr & Co., Ltd., were in liquidation, and 
they hoped the liquidator would be in a position to transfer 
the assets during the current year. Leases in favour of the 
company of two of the other works had been prepared, and 
it was expected that these would he completed shortly. The 
most important transactions since the formation of the com- 
pany were as follows: First, the purchase of the Stafford 
works of Siemens Bros. Dynamo Works, Ltd., together with 
the engineering and sales organisation connected therewith. 
This not only provided an immediate increase of manufac- 
turing capacity, but also provided a working arrangement 
with the parent company—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.—cover- 
ing the supply on favourable terms of their specialities, 
notably cables of all sorts. which might be reqnired in oon- 
nection with oomprebansive contracta undertaken by the 


. 
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English Electric. Secondly, an amalgamation of the contract 
department of Dick, Kerr & Co., with that of J. G. White 
and Co., in the form of the Consolidated Construction Co., 
which eliminated one ої the strongest competitors of the 
past. This new company would be useful in carrying out 
civil engineering work which it wight be necessary to under- 
take from time to tine. It should be made clear that J. G. 
White & Oo., with their шару ramifications, were unaffected 
other than in the contract department, and that while the 
transaction had been carried out by exchange ot shares, there 
Was no binding agreement between ‘the two companies to 
the exclusion of their respective competitors. In the third 
place, a subsidiary company, the English Electric Supplies, 
Ltd., had been formed to take over the assets of the Britan- 
nia Lamp & Accessories Co., Ltd., which formerly marketed 
incandeavent lamps and other accessory electrical apparatus 
on behalf of Dick, Kerr & Co., and arrangements had been 
made for considerably expanding the variety of this class of 
manufacture. Finally, a negative transaction was the dis- 
posal of the Scotstoun Works of the Coventry Ordnance 
Works, Ltd. These works were built on the banks of the 
Clyde by the Coventry Ordnance Works to deal with the 
heaviest form of naval gun mountings. Having regard to 
the problematical future of the armament industry it was 
felt that if a satisfactory arrangement for their disposal could 
be made, it would be good policy to take advantake of it, 
and accordingly the sale had been completed on terms which 
the board considered reasonable. There were certain in- 
dications that the relations between employers and employed 
were becoming less strained. The disturbance which quite 
naturally resulted from the rapid demobilisation of eo many 
workmen from the Army, and the quite natural anxieties of 
the trade unions concerning their post-war working condi- 
tions were being slowly, but he felt nevertheless surely, over- 
come, and the recent decision of the National Federation of 
General Workers to accept payment by results, together with 
the agreement of the Amalgamated Society of Engineers to 
subject this question to a ballot of its members, were favour- 
able portents for the future. While, therefore, for the next 
year or so the position could not be free from anxiety, he 
believed that the more moderate elements of labour showed 
indications of their willingness to co-operate with them, pro- 
vided they could see a fair and reasonable basis for compro- 
mise. This wag a general outline of the activities at home, 
and, generally spehking, the year had been mainly devoted 
to the consolidation and organisation of the different units. 
It wae believed that for the most part this had now been 
accomplished, although much had yet to be done in detail. 
During last year very little real production of electrical and 
allied apparatus took place. The earlier part of the year was 
devoted to rearrangement of shops and remodelling in design, 
and they were just getting on to a producing basis when the 
unfortunate strike of moulders found them with none of 
the stocks of their raw material which would have been 
available in normal times, and therefore thev were under the 
necessity of immediately reducing output by in some cases 
discharge of employés, and in others the working of short 
hours. The effect still remained even after 13 weeks since 
the eettlement. They were perhaps more fortunate than 
eome in that they had three most excellent foundries in their 
group, but they were handicapped by the shorter hours 
worked, and the fact that piece-work arrangements had not 
been yet agreed to. The importance of this question could 
not be over-estimated, as the engineering output of the 
country was at present limited by its foundry capacity. Their 
order book was large, sufficient to keep all our 10,000 em- 
ployés fully employed for 18 months 1f only thev could get 
the necessary material; indeed, if material were forthcoming 
they could double their pay-roll without anv risk of running 
short of work. They have now on the books orders amount- 
ing in sale value to £4,750,000, some of which would cover 
a long period of time to complete, but the bulk was what 
might be termed quick turnover and repetition work, the 
demand for which was practically unlimited if only they 
could secure that production was sufficiently expeditious to 
compete with America and other foreign makers. Abroad 
they had not been idle. The manufacturing arrangements 
made by Dick, Kerr & Co., with the Constructions Electri- 
ques du Rhone in France and the Tovo Denki in Japan were 
being taken over by the company and considerable expansion 
had taken place, especially in the case of the French com- 
pany, now known as Constructions Electriques de France, 
with a subsidiary company known as Les Constructions Elec- 
triques de Belgique. The combined capital of these two 
concerns was 90,000,000 francs, and thev had granted them 
extended manufacturing rights under their various designs 
and patents. In Australia the English Electric Co. of Aus- 
tralia, Ltd., had been formed with a capital of £600,000. all 
subscribed locally. This company, like themselves, was a 
consolidation of existing manufacturers, and was now erect- 
ing new shops especially for production under their various 
designs. Similar arrangements would be entered into in other 
Dominions when opportunity offered. He would like, fn con- 
clusion, to sav a few words on the present position and 
prospects of the electrical, industry generally both in this 
country and abroad. In thie country the Electricity (Supply) 
Act which became law at the end of last year marked the 
first step on the road towards the systematic development 


and organisation of the supply of electric energy. In the 
past the uncertainty of tenure, the lack of technical unifor- 
inity and the unnatural areas of distribution which they 
owed to the legisiation of the eighties had hampered and 
obstructed electrical progress. Now, tor the nrst time, it 
might become possible to look at the problem of providing а 
cheap and efficient supply of electricity as a whoie. In the 
Electricity Conunissioners there was created a competent 
national authority with this express object. The new Act 
was shorn of sume of the features of the scheme contained 
in the original Bill. In particular, the financial powers and 
responsibilities of the authorities which it set up had been 
severely restricted, and it was to be hoped that there would 
be no lunnediate revolutionary change in the ownership of 
the concerns which supplied and distributed electricity, even 
if Parliament should find it advisable to grant the increased 
powers now asked for. A comprehensive system would come 
gradually, and there was-reason to think that in that way 
there was a better prospect of its successful introduction. An 
essential part of the scheme contemplated by the Govern. 
ment was the provision of a number of large generating 
stations at strategic points, the so-called super power stations. 
The most euitable centres for these stations and the type of 
plant to be erected in each had not yet been determined, 
and could not in fact be determined without the fullest pre- 
liminary inquiry, which it was the duty of the Electricity 
Commissioners to conduct. But it was clear that the attain- 
ment of the cheapest possible national supply of electricity 
would involve, inter alia, the construction of generating sta- 
tions containing larger units and giving a greater total output 
than had been commonly found in this country in the past. 
This was a task which would give full scope for the designing 
and manufacturing skill of the electrical industry. They 
were already engaged on a comprehensive contract for the 


construction and equipment at Blackburn of what, from its, 


strategic position and its ultimate destiny as the supplier of 
a Wide industrial area, might be described as the first of the 
super-power stations. In another sphere, that of electric 
traction, they looked forward to the progressive extension 
of railway electrification. In the uncertainty which ag pre- 
sent surrounded the future ownership and management of 
the transport system, it was not surprising that there was а 
disposition to mark time. But at least one important main 
line electrification had already been decided on, and the 
system to be ultimately adopted throughout the country was 
now under consideration by a special Commission inquiring 
into a number of important points of detail which must be 
settled before electrification proceeded. In the next ten years 
they would see important developments in electric traction. 
Abroad, as at home, the future was full of promise, wherever 
they turned they found in progress or in contemplation the 
extended application of electric power to industry or to 
transport. Where, as in India, abundant water power ex. 
isted, hydroelectric schemes were being developed. In South 
Africa an important scheme of railway electrification was 
contemplated. Everywhere electric drive was being intro 
duced into collieries and mineral works, cotton and Jute 
mills, oilfields and sugar plantations, and various other in- 
dustries. Coming nearer home, the French company with 
which they were associated, the Constructions Electriques de 
France, had recently obtained large contracts spread over & 
term of years for the electrification of the greater part of the 
system of the Chemins de Fer du Midi. He had indicated 
the problems they had to face, and the road over which they 
had to travel. As days and years went by the English Elec 
tric Co. would maintain its high reputation for excellence 
of design and good honest workmanship, and so play an 
honourable part in the development of this great industry. 
Mr. W. L. Hichens seconded the motion, and it was carried. 


Mr. W. Claude Johnson presided at the 
annual meeting on April th. Не s 
that the profit for the year, after charging 
to revenue upwards of £97,000 for mam 
tenance of buildings, plant, &c., amounted to £89,964, or 
very nearly £10,000 more than in the preceding year. The 
share capital now stood at £350,000, and there was 8 
balance to the credit of share premium account amounting 
to £7,790. On the other side of the account it would be seen 
that they had expended during the year £53,581 on additione 
to buildings and plant. The stocks and work in progres 
amounted to £468,352, which was an increase over the pre 


Johnson and 
Phillips, Ltd. 


ceding year of approximately £130,000. The whole of that , 


increase was for work in progress and finished goods ready 
for despatch, which would all show a reasonable profit 6 
soon as sales and delivery were effected. The directors though 
the profit on the vear might be considered very satisfactory. 
although it was not as great as anticipated. That was due 
to the many difficulties they had had to contend with ш 
changing over from war work to their ordinary comme 
business, and more particularly to the enormous trouble 20 
had had in obtaining raw materials. Had they been 1 5 
to obtain raw material more readily the turnover and pre Wi 
would have been so much the greater. The orders book 
during the current vear far exceeded anything that they 
had had to deal with in the past. The orders in hand 1 
the Post Office alone at one time totalled well over 4250.00 
Their foreign business had also increased very satisfactorily, 
and included some important orders not only for Barops Чч 
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also for Japan and the United States of America. That in- 
crease in the business was confidently expected by the direc- 
tors, and it was for that reason that they had made such 
extensive additione to the ш and plans at the works. 
Unfortunately those extensions had taken a great deal longer 
to complete than was anticipated, owing to various circum- 
stances, particularly to the shortage in steel work and build- 
ing materials, and also to the strike in the foundry trade. 
If these additions had been completed by the contract time 
they could have given employement to many more work- 
people, increased the turnover, and the profits would have 
been larger in proportion. The extensions were now nearing 
completion. Some of the new building and plant had already 
been in working order for the past two or three months, and 
he thought they might, therefore, look forward confidently 
to further increased profits for the current year. 

Following the transaction of the usual business, the chair- 
man proposed a resolution increasing the nominal capital of 
the company from £350,000 to £700,000 by the creation of a 
further 350,000 £1 ordinary shares. 

Mr. J. Macgregor, the managing director, said that the 
extension of the works and the increased business which was 
being done entailed further capital outlay, and if they were 
to reap the full advantage of the enormous demand for their 
manufactures they must have more money. They had a 
great deal more work offered to them than they could at 
present do, both for home and foreign markets. They had 
the buildings and machinery, the staff. and everything ready 
to do the business, but they had not sufficient money to tackle 
the ever-increasing business which was offered. The directors, 
after very careful consideration, had come to the conclusion 
that it would he of great advantage to the company to have 
that additional capital at command. It would indeed be a 
pity if such a golden opportunity of using money at a very 
profitable rate were missed. It was not proposed to issue 
all the new shares at present: they wanted to go cautiously 
and feel their way, and for that reason it was proposed to 
issue only 87,500 at par. but to have the power to issue the 
balance from time to time as business and circumstances 
demanded. That would mean that thev could offer the shdre- 
holders one new share for every four shares they now held. 

The motion was agreed to. 


поно тш Supply Co., Ltd.—Revenue for 1919 
£33,326, expenses £20,116. Including balance brought 
forward and income tax accumulations there is 214.193 avail- 
able, out of which debenture interest absorbs £2,726, loan 
interest £665: dividends of 6 per cent. on the cumulative 
preference shares, and 7 per cent. on the “B” cumulative 
preference shares are paid; £3,000 is put to depreciation and 
renewals, £2,000 to reserve, £500 is written off goodwill, and 
other sums off other items; the dividend on the ordinary 
shares is 5 per cent. per annum. ‘The number of consumers 
has increased from 2.927 to 9,317; the lamps connected from 
143,490 to 167,710; and the revenue from £98,184 to £33,396. 
There has been a considerable improvement in gross revenue. 
A new turbo-alternator was put into commission in 1918. and 
has effected a marked improvement in the working which has 
more than offset the increase in the cost of fuel and wages. 


Craigpark Electric Cable Co., Ltd.—Net profit for year 
ended March, 1990, £17,454, after makine provision for excess 
profits and corporation taxes, plus £1.560 brought forward. 
There is to be appropriated to depreciation off buildings and 
machinery £3,000; to reserve £5,000; dividend on 6 per cent. 
preference shares £2.850; 124 per cent. dividend on the 
ordinarv shares £4,687; carried forward (subject to directors’ 
fees) £3,476. Mr. G. A. Buchanan has resigned his seat on 
the board. Mr. Donald Maclean has been appointed a man- 
aging director. 


Indian Electric Supply & Traction Co., Ltd.—The sur- 
plus on working in Cawnpore in 1919 was £27,933, againat 
£19,271 in 1918. The total to credit of net revenue is £28,243. 
London expenditure was £2,309: debenture interest £3,796: 
to depreciation and renewals reserve £6,000: general reserve 
£2,500: debenture issue expenses written off £2,500: final 
dividend of 6 per cent., making a total of 9 ner cent. for the 
vear: directors’ commission on dividends 4405; to be carried 
forward £3,808. 


Shanghai Electric Construction Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 
2 per cent. and л bonus of 6 per cent., lesa tax. on ordinarv 
shares, making 90 per cent. for year; 443.000 to reserve for 
excess profits duty. 435.000 to general reserve, £10,000 to 
reserve for renewals, £5,779 carried forward. 


James Keith & Blackman Ca.. Ltd.—The Financier 
states that the directors have decided to offer to proprietors 
40.000 ordinary shares at par. 


Stack Exchange Notlces.— Apnlication has been made to 
the Committee to allow the following to he officially quoted :— 


Adelaide Flectric Supply CO., T.td.—-950,000 5 per cent. (free 
Ша "A" cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully 
paid. 


Doulton & Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 5 per cent., less tax, 
on the preference shares for 1918. 


Fellows Magneto Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 25 per cent. on 
the ordinary shares, against 24 per cent. The preference shares 
receive a participating dividend of là per cent., making & 
total of 9% per cent. for the year, the same as for last year.— 
Times. 


City Electric Light Co., Ltd. (Brisbane).—Credit balance 
£42,519, plus balance brought forward, making £42,934. 
Dividend on the. preference shares has been paid and 5 per 
cent. on the ordinary. Balance forward £431. 


Adelaide Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend оп 
the ordinary shares at the rate of 10 per cent. per annum, 
free of British tax, for the half-year ended February 99th. 


Melbourne Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend 
on the consolidated ordinary stock at the rate of 10 per cent. 
per annum, free of British tax, for the half-year ended Feb- 
ruary 29th. 


Chiswick Electricity Supply Corporation, Ltd.—Dividend 
А per. cent.; £2,000 to depreciation reserve; £1,208 carried 
orward. | 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


GOVERNMENT borrowing is again a disturbing factor in the 
financial world. Money is asked for 6 per cent. Housing 
Bonds and for a new kind df Treasury Bond, to replace float- 
ing debt, carrying variable rates of interest. The latter issue 
offers 7 per cent. per annum for at least six months before 
the interest can be changed, and its novelty consists, of course, 
in the interest being subject to fluctuations. It is thought 
that with these two Government loans before the public, the 
fear of an 8 per cent. Bank Rate no longer presses. On the 
other hand, the City is under no misapprehension as to the 
probable result, in the shape of a levy on capital, which a 
failure of the new Treasury bonds may entail. At the outset, 
the bonds are attracting little more than languid attention 
from the ordinary investor. His experience of the course of 
prices of British Government loans from November, 1913, to 
the recent 52 Exchequer bonds has hardly given him a keen 
appetite for such securities. 

All investment markets in the Stock Exchange are tem- 
pered by the monetary outlook. Yet, ав on previous occa- 
sions, the presence of domestic difficulties leads capital to seek 
the safer paths, and for this reason, gilt-edged issues manage 
to maintain а Jess slippery tendency than many others. 

The position of Underground Electric Railways 6 per cent. 
income bonds interests so wide a circle that even the modest 
recovery of a couple of points affords subdued satisfaction. 
Some of the holders do not entirely admire the extreme can- 
dour with which the company advertises its financial 
struggles with the ever-increasing burden of costs. They are 
inclined to think that the policy may induce proprietors to 
become nervous and to throw out their stock, although doubt- 
less the advertisements are framed with the intention of pre- 
paring the public for the increased fares that Parliamentary 
sanction is sought to permit. Certainly, the statistics convey 
the impression that under existing conditions the Tubes, 
Undergrounds and ‘buses can scarcely hope to make more 
than some meagre profit which may not suffice to рау, for 
instance, even the 4 per cent. at present distributed to holders 
of Underground incomes. The price therefore dropped very 
close to 60 before longer-sighted buyers came in and picked 
up л little stock to put away for future appreciation. 

Metropolitan ordinarv braced up to 90 on somewhat similar 
purchases. The stock returns 6} per cent. even now, on the 
basis of the 1} per cent. dividend paid last venar. One 
nhilosopher pointed out that buvers of the stock limit their 
losa to 90 noints at most. while on the other hand, they run 
the risk of seeing the price double in a few years’ time, and 
that the outlav of a modest hundred nounda will secure £500 
stock. Districts have gone back to 173, and Central London 
assented ordinary is flat at 444. 

Fears of how the increased Excess Profits Dutv mav affect 
dividends on commercial undertakings are considered ff- 
cient reason to explain falla in such shares as General Elec- 
trics, Callender’s, Telegraph Constructions, Siemens, and 
others. (Electric Constructions were marked. down to 91a. 
3d. last week, but apparently somebody hlundered and the 
quotation is restored to Bs.) Donbtlesa this E. P. D. anxiety 
has much to do with the declines in such shares, but another 
cause for selling has heen that when losses arising out of 
undue speculation have to be met, the onerators have to 
realise anything that will provide cash. Heavy liquidation 
hag been going on for at least five weeks. This selling is now 
thonght to he finished. In snme Stock Fxchange markets a 
brighter tendency is discernible. Tf the forced erleg are in- 
deed at an end, prices will recover. There will he a dis- 
counting of what shall happen next verr, and the cheapness 
of many good investmente is undeniahle. But that the con- 
valeacent etage ie still not far advanced ie manifest from the 
wav in which prices hreak wherever a little хепе puts them 
to the test. British Columbia Electric Railway 4} per cent. 
debentures fell 9 mints on Tuesday, to-dav, when attempts 
were made to realise stock, and the company's 41 per cent. 
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Vini declares droped 1, Боё | prices meeting " the 
common level of 65j. 

More revolutionary excitemenis are deported from Mexico, 
and the Utilities continue flat. Calcutta Electric Supply 
ordinary have gone back to 84. Bombay Electric preference 
are down to 13}, and the ordinary shares to 112—both being 
ex rights. The allotments of the new River Plate shares are 
now distributed. Melbourne Electric and Adelaide Electric 
both declare interim dividends at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum. free of tan. 

Brush ordinary at 150 is now ex the £15 dividend deducted 
last week, and stock changed hands at this figure. Canadian 
General Electric, quoted nominally at 116-119, was eold the 
other day at Lil. Victoria Falls preference are attracting в 
littla interest on the basis of а guinea. Brazilians exhibit 
something of a heavy tendency. London and Suburban 5 por 
cent. cumulative preference came to market this week at 3s 
9d. e last dividend paid was in June, 1918. 

Electricitv Supplv shares are little changed. City Lights 
have shed 5s. and South London 2&. 6d., the latter bringing 
the price to 50s. It ia doubtful, however, whether there are 
many shares about. Business amongst cable issues is also 
uninteresting. Cuba ordinary and Globe preference are both 
108. lower. Marconis fell from 32 to 3 7-16 in sympathy with 
dulness in other departments, Canadians gave way to Ils. 
3d. Armaments are lower, Vickers easing off to 31s. The 
Rubber share market is upset. by considerations of the Excess 
Profits Duty, nor does a slight fall in the price of the produce 
encourage shareholders. Quotations are mostly lower on the 
week. One of the 98 875 companies, the Selangor, has just 
issued. its report, showing all-in costs of only 834. per lb., 
which must be something near 8 record of cheap working. 


48 "i 
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SON Лр? vu ‚Номи Biacrazorzsy Companies, 
"e Dur MERC , Dividend MA ' | 
11 „ f "uw ри ИЕ TD ; 
5 Е и. 1919, 1520. Rise or fall. үл 
j Ordinary.. ee," өө | ee | 19 = 29 8 
4 4 do " T ее A ü ` 4 = : Н : 
00, 7 0,;. — Pref. ee ; =» : ; І 
e. EP .9* „ oe е 8 n 4 ' » 8 р 2 m- 6 B 4 
Lond. 8 10 III = 1 8 8 4 
do. do. 6 per cent. Pref. .. 6 6 9 — t 18 4 
County of a 6 ee А di Prei. i. 8 z a — : 4 16 
А 0 per cen Ф Ld » 2a ; =. е 
( 8 à i et ee 6 q 5 — 7 0 0 
London ee oo ee ип P] Ч -— 5 9 6 
. fo. do. 6 per cant. Pref... 6 6 . — 9 4 8 
Metropoli i eo ee ee Б 6 — E 8 17 10 
do. E r oent. Pref, .. 4 QA — " 800 
Bt. James’ 5% . 10 18 i —— 8 16 10 
South London Б 6 . =- -=b 910 
South Metropoliten Pref... .. 1 7 18/9 -. тоо 
W „ ee | 8 10 И G ` = : 9 10 6 
boh v ‚‚ TmLReRAPES ARD TartEPHONSS. E т 
Anglo- Tel. Pref, k ee ee 6 6 "E е 1 1 10 
У Def. ea ee rd n là : и 8 0 
Chile Tel we ee ee 6 7 | — Ы *4 9 
Ouba Sub. ° өө L] ee ' $ . 1 ' те à 7 7 4 
Bastern Extenston ee ee 0 0 6 10 1 — +8 9 1 
Eastern Tel. Ord. ee p ce oe. ü 10 160 — 96 6 0 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. е ee 8 10 d 1 — i 6 9 0 
do, Pret. ve ее 6 6 — 3 7 1 2 
Great Northern Tol. . ee ee 28 — -— 9. 16 6 
In ee ee ee 18 10 40 -— 6 Б 0 
Marconi : ` eo ee е -— — 5 7 5 4 
* Oriental Telephone Ord. us „ 10 — 9 — 811 0 
United R. Plate Tel. ae oe 8 — "=т= 96 1 7 
West India and Panama .. V T — — 7 18 10 
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' F Homs Rans, 
Oentral London Ord. Aene: 4 4 ur — $8 819 9 
— tan Р 1 wh 20 + 6 50 
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о: i FonREIGN Талма, : mn EN. 
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British Columbia Кес. Rly. Pice. 6 6 —2 9 8 6 
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Mexican Light Common . „ NI Nil 1 — Nil 
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MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Babcock & Wilcox .. oe ё 15 — 8 — *5 00 
British Aluminium Ord. .. `> .. 10 10 14 — 9 8 2 
British Insulated . o5. 194 16 143 — 714 8 
Callenders 63 rt е ео ‚ ee 25 — 8 — i 7 16 8 
ee ee 4 = 1 1 
Castner. Kellner is M. — "i — : i Я 
Crompton Ord. . @e ee, 10 — ` 22/- . — 9 1 10 
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do. do. 5 percent. Deb. ss b 5 » — 6 5 9 
Tleotrlo Construction ‘ea . . 10 — 2% +1/9 8 18 10 
Gen. Eleo, Pref... , .. - 64 63 18/6 — 706 
do. Ord, ee ee ee 10 (‘Sa 1 — à *6 8 1 
Henley А oe ee ee ee 95 15 — 7 1 2 
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India-Rubber.. : EP une = 13} = 7 11 0 
Mot. -Vickers Pref, ee ee ee == 8 275 — 6 11 2 
Slemens Ord.. rm eo. coe 10 10 77% — 64. 7 8 2 
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* Dividends paid free of Income Tar. 
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in the following list, that in some oases the prices are only general, 
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CHEMICALS, &c. 


a Ammoniac Ва] » f 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large orystal) si 
a Bisulphide of Carbon р ET 


a Borax TI eee eon » £48 н e 
Е Соррег Bul hate eee ove ede Д) © à £52 ee 
е Potash, Chlorate ... 25 S. per lb. | - i . 
„ Perchlorate E xm = 
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a Suiphate of Magnesia per ton „. 418 : SEA 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers. „ | p. N 
ump one pee 99 . i [IT 
а a Soda, Chlorate ы per ib. 6d. | „эг 
, ii? irae ton £12 | m 
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—— таслан: 


Industrial Christian Fellowship.— We are asked to 
announce that the annual meeting in connection with the Industrial 
Christian Fellowship will be held on Wednesday, May 1 ч 
3 p.m., іп the Large Hall of the Church House, Westminster. - 
ohair is to be taken by the Right Hon. Lord Colwyn, who will be 
supported by the Lord Bishop of Lichfield, Miss Knight-Bruce, the 
Right Hon. William Adamson, M.P. (leader of the ын Party i in 
the House of Commons), and Mr. W. О. Bridgman, М.Р. 

The Industrial Christian Fellowship has lately joined forces 
with the Christian Social Union, and their united object is to 
minister spiritually and socially to all engaged in the industrial 
world :— _ 

1. To appeal to them to confess their faith in Christ and to seek to nnite 
all classes in a bond of Christian fellowship and prayer. 

2. To claim for the Christian law the ultimate authority to rule the whole 
life of humanity, and to study in common from an international standpoint 
how to apply the moral truths and pue of Christianity to the social, 
economic, and industrial system of the world. | 

8. To present Christ in practical life as the living Master and King, the 
enemy of wrong and selfishness, the power of righteousness and love. 

The Industrial Christian Fellowship holds that there can be no 
solution of the present unrest unless those who make, or resist, 
demands for a new order test their attitude before taking action 
by the standard and teaching of Christ. If class warfare continues, 
catastrophe is imminent, and the Church can prevent it by strong, 
definite leadership now. 

Early application should be made for tickets, which can be 
had from the headquarters of the Industrial Christian Fellowship, 
Church House, Westininster. 


Wireless Torpedoes.— An invention by a French wireless 
engineer, M. Dunoyer. according to the daily Press, consists of what 
he calla an electrio safety lock," The mechanism to direct the 
course of a torpedo and secure its explosion against an enemy war- 
ship can be worked not only by wireless waves of the right length, 
but also by & proper sequence of Morse signals. Any error in the 
right sequence of dots and dashes would run the mechanism down 
to zero again and render the torpedo harmless. Each torpedo 
launched would have ita own key sequence of dots and daehes, and 
во the enemy would be unable to tamper with it. 
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THE EXPORT OF ELECTRICAL ENERGY. 


THE export of electrical energy is an obvious and rational 
development of the super-statiou and super-transmission 
schemes now in more or less active operation or construction 
in all civilised countries. For generations past, energy has 
been exported in the form of coal, the latent energy of 
which is associated—(1) with mass and volume which 
occupy railway and shipping space, and entail an expendi- 
ture of energy equivalent to quite a serious percentage of 
the energy in the coal itself; (2) with anything from 2 to 
20 per cent. of ash, which is dead material, and representa 
waste at every stage of its career from pit to ash-heap ; and 
(3) with the bases of innumerable by-products which should 
never be allowed to remain in coal, since most of them have 
no fuel value, but have, on the other hand, a total 
value (when separated for specific applications) comparable 
with, or exceeding, that of the coal itself. 

Electricity ав a form of energy for export is subject to 
none of these disadvantages. It is energy itself, and has 
neither mass nor volume, so that it makes no demand upon 
the roads, railways, and shipping which are essential to the 
transport of material products. "Transmission lines are 
required, it is true, but these act also as distribution lines 
without impairing the efficiency of * through traffic." Also, 
the rapid increase in the pressure at which electrical energy 
can be transmitted, has reduced the investment on lines and 
poles to a remarkably small sum per Kw.-year. There can 
be no question that the overland export of electrical energy 
—and possibly its submarine export over moderate dis- 
tances— compares far more favourably than is yet generally 
realised, with the cost of transporting and distributing 
coal. Electricity is the only form.in which energy as such 
can be transmitted over any considerable distance, and in 


МАР ОЕ Swiss PowER TRANSMISSION LINES. 


view of the world-wide coal crisis, and the established 
position to which electricity has attained in respect of oulk 
production and distribution, it is reasonable to anticipate 
that the export of electrical energy will become an important 
factor in national economics within the next decade. 

It is now several years since 34 miles of 25, 000-volt 
three-phase cable was laid under the sea between Palajo 
(Sweden) and Marienlyst (Denmark). Here the question of 
exporting electrical energy was involved, but this aspect of 
the case was rather obscured by the interest attached to 
installing a high-tension submarine cable for power service. 
The clear-cut issue of electricity-export as a means of 
utilising natural wealth and improving the over-all efficiency 
of electricity works in the exporting country, is raised by 
the foundation of the Schweizerische Kraftiibertragung A.G. 
This company was established in 1918 by the North-East 
Swiss Power Co. (in which the cantons of Aargau, Schaff- 
hausen, and Zug are interested), and the Berne Power Co. 
(most of the shares in which are owned by the canton and 
municipality of Berne). Whilst retaining the commercial 
incentives of a trading company, the new concern has a 
semi-State character which will securé public interesta. 
As explained by Dr. Bruno Bauer in the Bulletin of the 
Swiss Electrotechnical Association, the fundamental aim of 
фе new company is to ensure that the best use is made of 


allowing for a large increase therein. 


all Swiss power stations. 'This will ensure maximum 
prosperity to the latter, and at the same time will provide 
Swiss industries with abundant cheap power. The means 
by which these results are to be attained, are :—(1) The 
encouragement of new industries, particularly those capable 
of adjustment to suit the seasonal variations of hydro- 
electric power; (2) the improvement of hydraulic storage 
on a broad basis adapted to the best advantage of all the 
power stations; (3) the provision of extra high-ténsion 
bus lines, not so much to equalise the load and output 
between stations, as to provide for the efficient export of 
electrical energy surplus to the requirements of the country. 


It is considered that a number of the large power stations 


proposed in Switzerland are only justified if full use is to be 
made of their possible output by exporting energy. There is 
not much room for improvement in the way of interchanging 
energy between stations, the latter being subject to closely 
similar variations in demand and to similar variations in 
capacity, since the nature of the load and of the water 
power is much the same in each case. Also, groups of 
existing stations are already interlinked sufficiently for 
load-equalising purposes. Electricity for export is the 
broad policy for major developments. 

The provision of ** 100,000-volt bus lines from Geneva 
to Lake Constance, to which all stations would be con- 
nected," would not in itself constitute a rational solution to 
the problem. Nothing is to be gained by duplicating or 
replacing existing connecting and distributing lines. Use 
should be made, wherever possible, of existing lines, and a 
high-power, high-voltage network, with a few feeding points 
at the main centres of energy distribution, should be used 
for such energy interchange and balancing as .is possible 
between existing networks, the main function of the new 
network being, however, to carry energy for export. The 
total capacity of hydroelectric stations likely to be developed 
in Switzerland during the next five or ten years will probably 
far exceed the power requirements of the country, even 
The export of elec- 
trical energy should, therefore, become an important 
industry and a source of considerable national weal 

In the conveyance of energy to the frontier export points, 
the Schweizerische Kraftiibertragung A.G., working with 
the support of the individual electricity undertakings, should 
be able to overcome technical and economic problems which 
would be almost prohibitive to a Jess comprehensive organi- 
sation. Provisional schemes for the network to be owned or 
leased by the S.-K. Co. provide for the lines indicated on 
the attached map. For mere interchange of energy between 
existing stations or networks, a line pressure of 45,000 to 
50,000 volts would be sufficient, but for the main trans- 
mission lines carrying energy to new bulk consumers in the 
country and to the frontier stations, a pressure of 120,000 
to 150,000 volts should be employed. The main feeder, or 
collecting pointe, would then be equipped as transformer 
sub-stations for, вау, 185 Kv./50 Kv., interconnecting local 
networks with the extra high-tension system. For the latter 
yet higher pressures may ultimately be employed, 220,000 
volts being already contemplated in the United States for 
long-distance work. 

Control of the output of some dozens of power stations 
feeding the super-network will naturally be on the load- 
dispatcher ” system which has already proved necessary and 
satisfactory in a number of American ‘installations. Wire- 
less telegraphy or telephony is suggested for intercommuni- 
cation between the load dispatcher and the individual 
stations, and frequent conferences between the engineers of 
all the undertakings concerned will, of course, be required 
in order to allow properly for the individual circumstances 
and requirements of each concern, and to deal with the 
innumerable points which must receive attention if so wide- 
spread a system is to be operated and maintained successfully. 
The financial details will demand much attention, particularly 
in view of the necessarily different costs in individual 
stations, but it appears to be certain that reasonably uniform 
selling prices must be established throughout the system. 
At any rate, there must be no financial inducement for con- 
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sumers to seek connection at pointe or in manners inimical 
to the efficiency of the system as a whole. Penalisation of 
low power factor by a tariff taking power factor into 

account, cannot logically be omitted, since there is no valid 
preis why consumers should operate at low net power 
actor. 

The first section to be built in the contemplated Swiss 
network is the Gösgen-Lüterbach line which will at first 
serve to interchange energy between Liiterbach in the 
Berne Power Co.’s system and the Olten-Gósgen and Beznau 
line, The line will be operated at 50,000 volts for about 
two years, the pressure then being increased to 80 Kv., and 
finally to 185 Kv. or higher, the line then being extended to 
Kallnach. In order to provide for these developments, the 
line is laid out with two sets of three aluminium cables of 
191 sq. mm. section, and an earth wire. The normal span 
is 240 m., and to allow for the softness of aluminium, the 
breaking stress is taken as 16:5 kg. per sq. mm. Chains of 


eight suspension insulators are to be used, and the clearances 
are sufficient for working at 150 Kv. 

A 50-kv. line from the traction station at Omsteg to 
Lucerne is proposed to deal with surplus energy available 
from the former, and this line would then connect with the 
Gósgen-Kallnach line over the Central Swiss Co.’s Lucerne- 
Gösgen line. The Rathausen-Etzel-Uznach line (probably 
at 50 KV.) would be undertaken if a large surplus of energy 
became available in Central Switzerland. Farther develop- 
ments, concerning which it is yet too early to speak definitely, 
would be the extension of the western E.H.T. line to Tose, 
and the completion of the Oberbasli project. Plans for the 
requisite transformer and switching stations, which will 
embody a number of interesting features, are at present 
under consideration. The policy adopted and the progress 
already made indicate that the export of electrical energy 
is a phase of international economics of immediate im- 
portance. 


AUTOMATIC PROTECTIVE DEVICES FOR А.С. SYSTEMS. 


By A. 


E. McCOLL, A. M. I. E. E. 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.) 


THE purpose of this paper is to deal with some recent de- 
velopments in protective apparatus for А.С. systems, and to 
describe a number of devices which have been omitted from 
recent papers on the subject. Core balance or leakage protec- 
tive devices are usually dependent for their inactive condition 
on & summing up of the currents in a circuit, which may be 
obtained in several ways. Devices of this type form a simple, 
cheap, and efficient means of protecting many parts of a 
system. The author then discusses the magnetic balance 
relay as & leakage protective device applicable to cases where 
three transformers on a polyphase system are available; the 
Ferraris disk employed as a mechanically-balanced leakage 
protective device, also capable of protecting against unsym- 
metrical loading; and other applications of the biased 
principle to core-balancing devices. 

Parallel feeder protection is next discussed. An advance in 
the art of parallel feeder protection takes advantage of the 
principle that, normally, parallel feeders of the same length 
and cross section will share substantially in the distribution 
of the load current. A breakdown on one feeder, however, 
will alter the relative current values, so that usually the faulty 
feeder carries the heavier current. A number of interesting 
and useful devices have been developed which take advantage 
of this condition. ‘These devices are normally balanced against 
one another, but immediately operate to select the more 
heavily loaded of two or more parallel feeders. In the future, 
devices of this nature will find a larger field of application. 
The majority of interlocked relay devices operate on the 
balanced principle; a few systems have been developed, how- 
ever, which employ the bias. The biased principle as applied 
to parallel feeder protection was first proposed by Mr. Wed- 
more, and engineers generally have been slow to recognise 
the good features inherent in devices operating on this prin- 
ciple. With biased svsteins of protection, a definite measure 
of stability is obtained and smaller fault settings are thereby 
obtainable. This particularly applies to the larger power 
schemes where the ratio of possible short-circuit current to 
the normal rating of the parallel feeders is large. 

Parallel feeder protection and diseriminating relay protec- 
tion with biased reactive tvpe relays are then considered. 

In the past a number of causes have contributed to unsatis- 
factory operation of the reverse power relay when associated 
with the end protection of parallel feeders. First, severe fault 
conditions between phases near the feeder end in most cases 
result in the potential being extinguished. Secondly, if the 
connection for the potential coil is taken from the star poten- 
tial of the circuit, and the current in the potential and current 
coils is substantially in phase, there is a shift of 90 degrees 
in the phase of the potential coil. This happens if the voltage 
triangle collapses on one side due to a short-circuit between 
two phases. If the current at the fault point is lagging, there 
E further shift in the relation of the potential and current 
coils. 

A connection which has recently been employed with a fair 
measure of success utilises the current, sav, in phase 1 and 
the delta potential across phases 2 and 3. The respective 
vectors for current and potential are normally 90 degrees 
apart. ‘These are pulled into their proper phase relation, in 
either the induction or reactive tvpes of relay, by emploving 
the requisite proportion of resistance or reactance in the poten- 
tial winding. In the event of a short circuit of magnitude 
sufficient to distort the voltage triangle, it will be found that 
the potential and current vectors retain their relative positions. 
Any turther shift in phase relation due to low power factor 


at the fault point will not be sufficient to rotate the respective 
vectors beyond their proper operating quarters, although the 
relay 1nay still remain unresponsive to the most severe con- 
ditions. 

Fig. 1 shows a general scheme for the protection of parallel 
feeders wherein mechanically balanced relays are employed 
at the end adjacent to the scurce of supply and reverse relays 
at the remote end. The.mechanically balanced discriminating 
relays, including their respective transformers, are all con- 
nected for circulating current. 

Equipotential points on the various relays are connected 
together by a balancing lead. If the symmetrical loading of 
the loop is altered by one feeder becoming faulty, tbe trans- 
former carrying the larger current diverts its excess current 
through the operating coil of its particular relay and by way 
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Ею. 1.—PARALLEL FEEDER PROTECTION WITH DISCRIMINATING 
AND REVERSE-CURRENT RELAYS. 


of the balancing lead through the restraining coil of another 
relay. The impedance of the relay and transformer of the 
disconnected feeder may be cut out either by contacts mounted 
on the relay itself or by auxiliary switches operated by the 
feeder oil-break switch. | 

At the remote end of the feeders there is reverse-current 
relay protection, but differing from that usually associated with 
this type of relay. Instead of being dependent on the poten- 
tial of the circuit to give the determinating action to the relay, 
a sample of current is taken from the parallel connected series 
of transformers at the source end by means of pilot wires. 
As consequent polarity will always be obtained in the relays 
at the remote end immaterial of the direction of current flow, 
the scheme is obviously unaffected by surges. The scheme 
has the further advantage that the heavier the fault the more 
definite is the action of the reverse relays. 

In the past, protective gear on generating and transforming 
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plant has been looked upon more from the point of view of 
preserving the continuity of supply than of saving the faulty 
plant from destruction. As power systems grow 1n capacity 
and with them the output of individual units, it has come to 
be realised that it is not only essential to preserve the con- 
tinuity of the service, but also absolutely necessary to save 
the generating plant. 

Generating and transforming plant is subject to three classes 
of fault conditions, these conditions comprising leakage to 
earth on individual phases, short circuit between phases, and 
breakdown between turns of the same phase. Generating 
plant is subject to further conditions such as accident to the 
prime mover and loss of field. The developinent of the differ- 
ential system has permitted of the first two conditions being 
satisfactorily dealt with, and particularly where the neutral 
is earthed through а limiting resistance. The third condition 
can only be taken care of by the reverse power relay or some 
form of split winding. The majority of fault conditions com- 
prise those of the first mentioned class, consequently, the 
inore satisfactory protection is given by the differential systein 
which has the further advantage that it operates equally well 
with only one unit on the bars. 

The circulating current system which has been described 
elsewhere is inherently a sensitive protective means. 
advantage may not be taken of this, however, owing to the 
general unstable tendency of the series transformers under 
severe emergency conditions. This unstable tendency has re- 
sulted in the adoption of higher fault settings, these averaging 
about 30 per cent. 

With large generating units a 30 per cent. setting is too 
high. With a 30,000-Kw. generator this setting might repre- 
sent a very large amount of energy spent in continual 
destruction of the windings without operation of the relay. 
Generators may suffer from mechanical damage close up to 
the star-point end of the windings, and ultimately break 
down to earth electrically, and, where the neutral point is 
earthed through a resistance, there may be insufficient poten- 
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FiG. 3.— GENERATOR PROTECTED BY COMBINED DIFFERENTIAL 
AND REVERSE-CURRENT RELAY. 


tial above earth to permit of the necessary current passing 
to operate the 30 per cent. relay setting. Destruction of the 
windings may here take place due to the heat caused by the 
prolonged arcing. 

It should be borne in mind that the lower fault settings 
may mean all the difference between a lengthy and costly 
repair and merely a damaged coil which only requires the 
disablement of the unit for a comparatively short period. 

Protective systems have recently been developed which have 
for their object a stability under severe emergency conditions 
and & possible fault-setting not obtainable with the balanced 
current system. One such system, due to Mr. J. R. Beard, is 
shown in fig. 2. We have here a device which is unaffected 
by these unbalancing troubles, and the lowest possible fault 
settings may therefore be adopted. In this system the input 
and output of each phase winding is directly compared, and 
any resulting difference due to faults between phases or leak- 
ages to earth appears in the secondary of the core-balance 
transformer. This system may likewise be employed for trans- 
former protection, and readily lends itself for this application. 

Developments of the circulating-current system as applie 
both to transformers and generators are then explained. 
The various arrangements, while capable of dealing effec- 
tively with leakages to earth and faults between phases, are 
ineffective with a breakdown between turns of the same phase 
which does not develop into either of the preceding forms of 
fault. One solution of the problem of uniting in one relay 
a means of dealing with all the fault conditions, is shown 
in fig. 3. In this arrangement the unbalanced circulating- 
current system 18 employed. The unbalance may be obtained 
either by inserting resistance in the circuit or, preferably. 
by increasing the current capacity of No. 2 transformer, a local 
current contributed by this transformer thereby flowing 
through the moving coil of the relay. This current, in rela- 
tion to the flow in the fixed element energised from the poten- 
tial of the system, gives the necessary bias. 

With the development of leakage to earth or between phases 
the increase in current in No. 1 transformer balances the 
circuit, and ultimately spills through the moving coil in the 
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Fic. 4.— OPERATING CHARACTERISTICS OF CoMBINED DIFFERENTIAL 
AND REVERSE-CURRENT RELAY. (WITHOUT AUXILIARY Coll.) 


Fic, 5.—FEEDER PROTECTED BY Lever BIASED RELAYS AND 
CIRCULATING-CURRENT SYSTEM. 


Fic. 6.—PERCENTAGE FAULT CURRENT REQUIRED TO OPERATE 
RELAY WITH VARYING LoaD CURRENT. Lever BriaseD RELAX 
WITH 5 PER CENT. TRUE BIAS. 


transformer at the other end of the winding has a secondary 
current at full load of 7.5 amperes. The difference current of 
4 ampere normally circulates through the current element 0 
the relay, the direction of this current relative to the potential 
of the circuit being such that the relay 18 held strongly in 
the off position. The current element 18 wound to carry con- 
tinuously this $ ampere of unbalanced current, and the 
general proportions of the coil are such that the usual charac- 
teristics of the typical reverse-power relay are obtained. 
Now, if we have а reversed flow into the generator due to, 
say, an accident to the prime mover, the whole current in 
the circulating current system reverses, including the i ampere 
of unbalanced current which traverses the moving coil. The 
relay operates in а manner similar to the usual arrangements 
of the reverse current relay. | 
Dealing with the other classes of fault which give rise to 
differential currents in the generator winding, & leak to earth 
or between phases will increase the current in No. 1 trans- 
former. The effect of this increase is to balance the relay 
circuit and finally to extinguish the 4 ampere of unbalanced 
current. To produce this result it ig necessary for the fault 
current to reach a value sufficient to give 7.5 amperes in the 
secondary of No. 1 transformer. The percentage fault current 
required will be (0.5/7) X100=7.1 per cent. Immediately the 
fault current exceeds 7.1 per cent., there is а reversed flow 
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Fia. 7.—CIRCULATING-CURRENT SYSTEM WITH BIASED RELAYS. 
THREE-PHASE FEEDER. 


Fia. 8.—WHITAKER PROTECTIVE CABLE. 
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through the current element which brings the relay to the 
operating point. Fig. 4 shows the characteristics of this 
scheme obtained with an induction-type relay. 

Of the various differential systems applied to feeder pro- 
tection the arrangements proposed by Merz & Price have 
been most extensively used. Developments and extensions of 
the principle are next dealt with by the authors. 

The substitution of the mechanically biased relay with the 
same circuit arrangements is shown in fig. 5. In this scheme 
also, in the single-phase application, the resistance of each 
duplicate circuit corresponds to that of one pilot wire. Under 
healthy conditions the output of each transformer distributes 
itself equally between the duplicate and pilot-wire circuits. 
The operating and restraining coils of each relay comprise a 
Лаг number of turns. The desired degree of stability is 
obtained by biasing the relay. This may be accomplished in 
a number of ways. The usual method provides for the lever- 
age from the fulcrum to the restraining coil being increased 
by perhaps 10 per cent. over that accorded to the operating 
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coi. Alternative methods may consist in increasing the re- 
sistance of each duplicate circuit by, say, 10 per cent. over 
the resistance of the corresponding pilot wire. The effect of 
this 1s to divert a larger share of the transformer output 
through the restraining coil of each relay. The same result 
may be obtained by adding the requisite number of additional 
turns to the restraining coils. In the case where a fault 
develops on a dead-ended cable, that is to say, where no 
reverse flow will ensue at the remote end, the fault com- 
ponent of the transformer current divides and flows through 
the operating and restraining coils in the ratio of 3 to 1. 
Should the feeding arrangements be such that a reverse cur- 
rent may flow from the remote end, the transformers oppose 
one another and divert their whole output into the duplicate 
circuits at each end of the feeder. This current flows entirely 
in the operating coils of the relays. 

Of the two circuits which each transformer supplies it is 
apparent that only in one of these can capacity current flow. 
This refers to the pilot wires, the capacity current of which 
will traverse the restraining coil of each relay. Abnormal 
current flow, which шау raise the potential of the series 
transformers to high values and give rise to considerable 
capacity current in the pilot wires, has no other effect than 
to increase the stability of the relay. Fig. 6 shows the operat- 
ing characteristics of this scheme employing relays which have 
a mechanical or lever bias of 10 per cent. or a true bias of 
9 per cent. In a relay of the mechanically balanced tvpe 
having open-circuit plunger-type coils the pull on the cores 
increases as the square of the ampere-turns. In this case the 
normal load current flowing in the coils of the relay produces 
a high state of magnetisation in the cores, the relay becoming 
immediately sensitive to the addition of a small amount of 
leakage current to the operating coil. 

Fig. 7 indicates the manner in which the scheme would 
he applied to a three-phase feeder. 

A number of special cable designa have been developed 
which in themselves partially function as protective devices. 
Mr. Whitaker's scheme which employs the shield-surrounded 
core 1s illustrated in fig. 8. The trip coil in this scheme is 
connected between the core and the shield, and, consequently, 
has to be insulated for the full-line potential. In the author's 
opinion the shield is employed to better advantage than in 
the Hochstadter cable, as a greater thickness of dielectric 
exists between the outer lead and the shield. Extraneous 
influences, therefore, will not be so likely to nullifv the pro- 
tection should the outer or lead sheath be damaged. 


Discussion IN LONDON. 


Dr. C. C. GARRARD, in opening the discussion, said that 

Mr. E. B. Wedmore had developed many devices on the 
lines discussed by the author, and he should receive credit for 
his pioneer work. The author's diagrams, and his thorough 
treatinent of the subject might frighten some readers, but 
the systems outlined were nevertheless simple ones. In the 
speaker's opinion it was preferable to obtain adjustment of 
bias mechanically than by the use of diflerent current trans- 
formers. 'The relays did not require to be ultra sensitive, 
they were practically small motors, and rough hand adjust- 
ment could be allowed without fear of disaster. Another 
advantageous feature was that standard transformers with 
iron cores could be employed, special ones with air gaps were 
not necessary. Further, standard switches could be used, 
they did not require split-contaet switches. A disadvantage of 
using a pilot wire was that in the event of it breaking the 
cable would be cut out. It was his opinion that engineers 
had now reached the stage when they must of necessity con- 
sider some such system of protection as had been discussed 
bv the author. 
Major К. EDGCUMBE objected to the author's nomenclature ; 
it was confusing, and he would have done better had he kept 
to more standard terms. For instance, the word reactive was 
objectionable in connection with relays. The paper con- 
tained numerous diagrams, and described many devices, but 
the author gave no indication of which were the best or the 
ones he would recommend. With regard to parallel feeder 
protection no scheme was outlined in the paper which did 
not employ pilot wires, except one where twin cables were 
protected by biased reactive-tvpe relays, but the scheme would 
cut out both feeders, and, therefore, afforded no advantage. 
A further disadvantage was that the author’s scheme would 
require very exact. adjustment of resistance, &c., and in 
practice if was not possible to maintain such accurate adjust- 
ment. He did not favour the promiseus introduction of fuses 
In protective gear; fuses were erratic things in operation, and 
thev introduced a time lag element. With regard to the 
author's fiz. 6, showing parallel feeder protection bv dis- 
criminatine relays, he thought that the wrong feeder would 
be cut out... However, he was glad to hear the author em- 
phisise the question of bias, but he did not favour the policy 
of balancing transformers; it was very difficult to obtain a 
proper balanee in that wav. 

Mr. J. R. Cow suggested that the devices described could 
be used as stabilisers on old systems which had not been made 
as good as they should have been. With regard to the pilot 
wires being used for telephone signals, &c., could thev not 
азо the main telephone cable? Would there be any inter- 


' ference? He had knowledge of fonr-figure earth currents, 


and in one instance the earth current had reached а value 
of 9,000 amperes. Such conditions imposed. an altogether 
unnecessary strain on the plant. Concerning generator pro- 
tection, he agreed that the field switch should be broken. He 
thought that Beard’s system, fig.-2, was the best, but he 
would like to see also a system carried eut which employed 
biased beam relays. In his opinion, there was a large fiel 

for the author’s devices in connection with generator pro- 
tection. Pilot wires were expensive, and their use meant 
additional capital expenditure. It was very desirable that 
the problem should be brought to finality, and he hoped 
eventually to sec the use of series transformers and ordinary 
switches. £ 

Mr. E. В. WEDMORE complained that although the author 
described a variety of devices, he gave no indication of which 
he would recommend or his reasons for doing so. He agreed 
with most of what the previous speaker had said, but thought 
they would hear more of the Merz-Price system, which had 
been side tracked by other schemes. There were two types 
of fault, leakage to earth and shorts between phases, and 
he thought they should discriminate between them. Тһе 
object of the paper was to describe the protective systems 
developed by the author, but he had been too modest to say 
so. He had shown much skill in developing in generator 
protective systems, and that shown in fig. 2 was, the speaker 
thought, the best. It was well designed, had been tested 
out, and deserved to stay. With regard to the differential 
system applied to feeder protection, the sheathed pilot wire 
employed with the balanced-voltage system to neutralise the 
eflect of capacity current in the pilot wire was much too 
expensive to come into favour. Whitaker’s protective cable. 
fig. 8, had not, he thought, hitherto received publicity, but 
even the author had given no particulars of the scheme. 

Mr. H. W. CLOTHIER also complained of the absence of 
standard terms and requirements in the subject under dis- 
cussion. It was very desirable to pick out by some means 
or other information contained in such papers that constituted 
a real advance in the subject with a view to developing the 
devices in question. For instance, what was meant by a 
sensitive relay, what volt-amperage was required to 
operate it? In the recent Kelvin lecture an extremely sensi- 
tive device had been mentioned, and it would be interesting 
to know what they were working to to-day. He had not yet 
heard of the necessity to employ unbalanced phases, and he 
was sceptical about a 15 per cent. fault setting for long lines. 
With regard to generator and transformer protection, the 
self-balance system shown by the author's fig. 5 was the 
simplest, and as it had proved to be effective in practice. 
there was little room for improvement bv the introduction 
of the additional parts and connections which would be re- 
quired for the biased system which the author illustrated in 
the following diagrams.. The svstem of current balance“ 
protection with biased beam relavs had the disadvantage of 
an Intricate relay and connections, whereas the self-balance 
dispensed with the factors which created the need for the 
bias. The arrangement shown in fig. 3, whilst providing for 
additional protection, had the disadvantage of introducing 
the potential element into the relay. A fault between turna 
had not nearly so serious an effect on the svstem as a fault 
between phases and to earth. Therefore, it was not so essen- 
tial to cut it out instantly, and it might be left for the short 
time which it required to develop in to an earth when it would 
be isolated во quickly as to avoid much damage. The failing 
prime mover gave sufficient warning for hand isolation. The 
system (fig. 3) to be complete, must have instantaneous 
release for the faults between phases and to earth, and time 
limit to avoid premature operation, on momentary reversals. 
The essential feature in restricting damage to generators, 
and this applied also to transformers, was the rapidity of the 
isolation of the fault between phases and to earth, and the 
simultaneous destroving of the main field. The rapidity of 
operation was of greater moment than highly sensitive fault 
settings. It would be very helpful if they could have a panel 
of experts to consider the whole subject. 

Mr. Н. BRAZ II, emphasised what had been suid by previous 
speakers about the paper containing descriptions of а variety 
of apparatus without indicating which devices were most suit- 
able for use. He spoke from the users’ point of view. and 
wanted to know whether the devices described worked as 
well in practice as they did on paper. He thought that they 
were cutting things too fine with respect to discrimination: 
would a relay with a 5 or 6 per cent. setting really not trip 
when it was not required to do so? There was other ap- 
paratus which was not perhaps so good as. but it was more 
reliable than, some of the newer devices. He objected to the 
word ''leakage," wonld the 9,000 amp. earth current men- 
tioned by a previous speaker be called a leak? The term 
obviously required defining. He would like the author to 
give an indication of which devices he had tried and found 
to work well in practice. 

Mr. WirsoN said that the schemes outlined by the author 
were Simple, and apparently sound. & feature was that 
ordinary types of transformers, &e., could be used, and also 
a very fine adjustment was not necessary. Personallv. he 
liked the svstem of generator protection by means of biased 
beam relays, because it was particularly simple, and the 
system employing a combined differential and reverse-current 
relay on account of the completeness of protection afforded. 
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The method of feeder protection shown in fig. 5 was very 
simple, and that shown in fig. 7 was not really complicated, 
but it looked so because it was drawn to show all three 
phases. He suggested a method of simplifying the device 
shown in the author’s fig. 3, and submitted a sketch for 
publication in the Institution Journal. | 

Mr. MARSHALL objected to some of the terms used by the 
author, and thought that only one device described in the 
paper was of any real value. In his opinion, it was equally 
difficult to obtain a good unbalance as it was to get a balance 
on & system. | "ns 

Mr. RicHARDS explained аё their object should not be to 
protect a feeder itself, but the whole system from the shock 
that followed as the result of a short circuit. 

Mr. Rocer T. SMrrH, the president, referring to several of 
the speakers’ remarks on the nomenclature used by the 
author, said that if standardisation was required it was the 
Institution Council's place to put the matter before the 
Engineering Standards Committee. If one or two members, 
say, Messrs. Edgcumbe, Wedmore, and Clothier, would write 
to the secretary of the Institution, setting out what was 
required, the Council would pass it.on to the committee for 
consideration. 

Mr. A. E. Мсбои,, in reply, said that figs. 5 and 7 showed 
the most practicable schemes of feeder protection; a 5 per 
cent. bias was employed in the tests on those systems. Mr. 
Wedmore, to whom much credit was due, had dealt fully 
with his own devices in a paper in 1915. With overhead 
transmission trouble was not so much due to capacity as to 
induced currents in the pilot wires. In the schemes illustrated 
in figs. 5 and 7 it was not necessary to consider induced 
currents when setting the relays. With regard to voltage 
collapse, & scheme he had recently suggested was to split the 
busbars and to insert & 5 per cent. resistance across which 
transformers were connected. In this wav the voltage would 
never colapse; under the worst conditions there would 
EL be 5 per cent. of the voltage available to operate the 
relays. 


PRODUCER & BLAST FURNACE GASES. 


AT Birmingham, on March 31st, the paper by Mr. S. H. 
Fow es, and also that by Mr. W. H. PATCHELL, abstracts of 
which appeared in our issues of March 19th and 26th respec- 
tively, were read and discussed before the SouTH MIDLAND 
CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 

Opening the discussion on the first paper, Mr. F. Forrest 
said that the utilisation of blast furnace gas which was now 
going to waste in many places would undoubtedly receive 
close attention from those responsible for the electric power 
supply in this country, but it was unlikely that any large 
proportion of the national power supply would be made 
dependent upon the utilisation of waste heat from any com- 
mercial manufacturing process which was likely to be in- 
fluenced һу strikes of workmen or fluctuations in trade. The 
production of gas by the blast furnace plant was a fairly 
continuous process whilst the furnaces were in operation. 
whereas the load on an electric generating station would 
fluctuate between wide limits during the 24 hours. The cost 
of storing an adequate quantity of heat energy in the shape 
of blast furnace gas of only 98 therms per cubic foot would 
be an extremely expensive matter, and if storage was not 
resorted to a great deal of gas would continue to be lost. 

Mr. Н. BENTHAM said the fact that practically 3,000 xw. of 
power from blast furnaces was going to waste under the old 
methods of working fully warranted the writing of the 
excellent paper. Mr. Bentham asked for further information 
on & number of points. 

Mr. Forrest, dealing with the second paper, said the author 
stated that the first installation put up by him at Messrs. 
Hoffmann's works consisted of two 360-kw. generating sets. 
which cost £40.98 per kw., or £29,506 altogether. The second 
installation consisted of four similar sets, which were put 
in at a cost of £50 per Kw., or £79.000 for the four sets, 
making the total expenditure for the generating station 
£101,506. The average cost per Kw. of the 9.160 Kw. installed, 
therefore. amounted to £47. and not £45.49 as given in the 
table. The capital charges per unit were given as . 07d. per 
unit. The capital charges were taken at 10 per cent. per 
annum. If based on the total cost given above, this would 
be £10,150 per annum, or £5,075 for the six months’ period 
dealt with. Dividing this sum by the number of units 
„ during that period, the cost per unit amounted to 

"JODA. 

There was no mention in the table of cost of water, which 
must be fairly heavy in the plant, especially as most of it 
went through the Paterson water softener. The fact that 
the Premier gas engines took about 64 per cent. of their 
full load consumption when running light or with any load 
up to half load would point to the absolute necessity of 
obtaining always a very high running plant load factor. With 
the variations of the works load, this would point to the neces- 


sity of installing a large number of comparatively small sets, 
which could be started up or shut down as the load varied, 
in order to maintain the desirable high plant load factor. 
The putting in of six sets seemed to indicate that this was 
just what the author had in mind, but the effect on the cost 
of electricity was reflected in the high capital cost per unit. 
The very low-grade fuels now being efficiently burned by 
many of the largest generating stations was a type of material 
which could not be satisfactorily dealt with in a producer gas 
plant of the type described. Much of this fuel was below 
9,000 therms per lb. with a large percentage of ash. Pro- 
ducer gas firing of boilers mentioned by the author could 
only be justified if it could be shown that the extra capital 
cost due to the producer plant, together with the heat losses 
incurred in operating the plant were more than offset by the 
improved boiler-house efficiency, due to gas firing, plus the 
revenue derived from the sale of the by-products. With pro- 
ducer gas containing 45 per cent. of inert nitrogen, which 
was likely to give a low flame temperature, and with the 
very heavy cost of storing such lean gas, its use for boiler 
firing was not likely to prove a success. 

Mr. W. WILSON said he had come into contact in the past 
with а number of producer plants, very similar to that de- 
scribed, with the sole exception that the recovery of the by- 
products was not atteinpted. These plants were situated in 
a Colonial possession, and were partly for the supply of elec- 
tricity to moderate-sized municipalities, and partly for in- 
dustrial purposes. Ап interesting feature in connection with 
many of the Colonial plants referred to was the use of lignite, 
which was successfully employed by Mr. Fraser, of the Waihi 
Gold Mining Co., as tar back as 1907 for the supply of power 
to what was then the third biggest gold mine in the world. 
The engines were not quite as large as those mentioned in 
the paper, the biggest being four-cylinder horizorftal Crossley 
machines, of about 368 H.P. The Crossley type of producer 
was employed, and the difficulties of gasifying the lignite 
were successfully overcome. The cleaning apparatus was 
in the main that described by Mr. Patchell, and reliance was 
chiefly placed upon sawdust scrubbers, and upon centrifugal 
extractors, very nearly as described in the paper. Plenty of 
water was employed in the latter machines, and the serious 
tar problem was thus effectively coped with. It was interest- 
ing to note that the comparative cost of energy by gas and 
by carefully operated steam engines, employed side by side 
with the gas engines, was in 1910 about £9 10s. per H.P. per 
annum for gas and about £19 10s. for steam. Another type 
of plant that was successfully developed in this colony, over- 
came the tar difficulty by means of a locally designed down- 
draught producer, in which air was admitted to the incan- 
descent fuel at various stages during its descent in the pro- 
ducer, special valves being fitted for the purpose. This 
method, however, nullified one of the principal objects that 
the designer of Mr. Patchell's system had in view, namely, 
the recovery of the by-products. Nevertheless, this method 
had reached such a degree of perfection that small producers 
were fitted to vessels of the fishing-boat and coastal class for 
the operation of their existing oil engines. This they did, 
using the same lignite fuel, without requiring any other 
cleaning than that afforded by a single washer, consisting of 
з tank filled with coke through which sea water was allowed 
to drip. The author had mentioned the shortening of the 
working week, and expressed a fear that it would have a 
disturbing effect upon the load factor. The present working 
week was approximately that to which he had always been 
accustomed, and it was worth recording that the load-factor 
at the power house supplying the city of Christchurch, New 
Zealand, was 45 per cent. when he last saw the official figures, 
in October, 1915. By paying attention to opportunities for 
suitable loads, as had been done in this case, the reduction 
of the working hours should not cause any anxiety. 

Мг. H. BENTHAM said the author had spoiled an otherwise 
excellent paper by trying to compare a one-shift private plant 
with a public supply undertaking operating under ordinarv 
conditions, much to the disadvantage of the latter. Such 
comparisons might result in many misleading conclusions. 
The results shown in the tables were good. but thev were 
not ordinary working conditions. Load factors of 73.6 per 
cent., and 102 per cent., and 84 per cent., were not attainable 
in any plant which operated continuously. It would be 
interesting to know whether the results would be equallv 
satisfactory under fluctuating load conditions. The load 
factor of most industrial electric. supplv undertakings was 
in the neighbourhood of 30 per cent., and if the resulta given 
were corrected to this load factor. he estimated the total costs 
at 1.75d. instead of 0.79d. per unit, a very material difference. 
Applvipg a similar revision to the plant under discussion in 
connection with the Coal Controller's figures, the thermal 
efficiency of the gas plant would be 8.15 ner cent., a figure 
somewhat less than that for the steam stations. 


Strike of Railway Workshop Men in India.—Most of 
the 5.000 employés in the locomotive workshops of the Northern- 
Western Railway of India have joined the railway power house 
employés who are on strike.— The Times. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, ` 


Tubular Earths for Lightning Conductors. | 


The Killingworth Hedges patent tubular earths for light- 
ning conductors were illustrated in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of 
May 3rd, 1918. Since that date they have been extensively 
adopted by the Admiralty for the earthing of airship sheds 
and other buildings which have to be specially protected. 
Fig. 1 shows a new cheapened design of the casting, in which 
the electrical connection is made between the tape con- 
ductor and driven tube. There are two sockets, so that two 
conductors can be led into the same tube; the loose washer A 
is first slid up to allow free access. In dry ground the carbon 
in the tube which surrounds the tape is watered either by 
hand by means of the pipe, which is generally enclosed. in a 
stopcock box, or by attaching a funnel-shaped top to collect 
the surface rainfall. One of the advantages claimed for the 
tubular earth is that the resistance tends to decrease; this 
is shown by the following tests of a Hedges earth sunk at 
one of H.M. Dockyards :— 
| Date of test. R. ohms. 

December 3rd, 1917 ... 271 


Date of test. R. obins. 
June 6th, 1918 .. 1°68 
December 12th, 1917... 1°78 October 18th, 1918 ... 1°63 
March 8th, 1918 .. 173 April 10th, 1920. 14 


Messrs. R. C. Соттіма & Co., of 56, Ludgate Hill, E. C., are 
licensed manufacturers under Mr. Hedges' patents. 


The Transportation of Radium. 


A recent issue of Archives d'Electricité Médicale gives a 
description of a protective case to facilitate the transportation 
of radium. The four points to be considered in the design of 
such а case are (1) The radium must be enclosed in a thick 
bed of lead to arrest the a and 8 rays and to reduce 
the strength of the y rays. (2) To arrest the secondary 


rays emitted by the lead when penetrated by the y rays 
by means of an envelope of metal of a lesser density. 
(4) To dispose the action of the radium in such a manner that 


FIG. l.—Hgpcovs TUBULAR EARTH. 


the rays in the direction of the hand of the person carrying 
the case shall be reduced as much as possible, and (4) To suit- 
ably fix the handle for carrying the apparatus. Fig. 2 shows 
these precautions put into practice in the form of a carrier 
combining safety with good design. "This consists of a lead 
cylinder (rb) enclosed in a copper envelope (Cu) 2 nun. thick. 
In the centre of the lead is a cavity (c) having a conical top 
into which is fitted a lead cone (T) provided with a nickelled 
copper button. 'The cylindrical cavity is capable of holding 
from 50 to 90 ingr. of radium--six tubes 3 mm. in diameter 
and 39 min. long. The thickness of the lead is then 25 mm. 
laterally und 30 mm. in the direction of the handle. A copper 
cover (B) is provided fitted with a handle, and the whole 
apparatus can then be put into a leather cover with a fairly 
long loop to carry it by. 


Electric Helm Indicator. 
Mrssus. SirMENS Bros. & Co., Lro., Palace Place Mansions, 
Kensington Court, W. 8, send us particulars of a device to 
indicate the angle of a ship's rudder. 
It 1s operated by its own separate battery of one dry cell, 


Fic. 9.—CASE FOR THE 
TRANSPORTATION OF RADIUM. 


thus being entirely independent of the ordinary electric supply 
on board ship. ‘lhe amount of current consumed is so small 
that under normal conditions the battery should not need 
renewal more than once yearly. 

The angle of the rudder or helin is indicated positively each 
5 deg., absolutely without backlash, so that the usual trouble 
experienced with gear operated by chains and wire ropes 4s 
entirely absent. | 

The gear, which is very simple and strong, consists of a 
switch, an indicator (fig. 3), and a battery. 

The switch is contained in a watertight case, and may be 
placed either in the steering gear house or between decks 
neat to the rudder post. The angular movements of the 
rudder are communicated to the switch by means of levers 
and links which are connected to the rudder post on the 
one hand and to the spindle projecting from the switch case 
on the other. 

The indicator is mounted in a watertight gun-metal case 
and is usually placed in the wheel house or on the navigating 
bridge. It is provided internally with an electric lamp for 
illuminating the dial at night, the lamp being fed by separate 
wires from the ship's mains. 

The electric connection between the transmitter switch and 
the indicator, and between the latter and the battery, is by 
ineans of two-core cables. The battery may be placed either 
in the wheelhouse or in the chart rooin. Should the cable 
be broken. or should the current supply to the indicator be 
interrupted from any other cause, the pointer of the indicator 
disappears from sight, so that a wrong indication cannot be 


given. 
The '*Lyto" Dry Cell. 

Messrs. T. E. SLAUGdHTER & Co., of 172, Church Road, Lon- 
don, S. W., have nut on the market the Lyto ' dry cell, for 
which high qualities are claimed, as the result of long experi- 
ence and the use of the best materials. The cell is of the 
sack type, with the maker's improved gelatinous paste, which 


SIREN 
ЮДИН 


Fiu. 3.—ELCrnIC HELM INDICATOR. 


contains a larger percentage of moisture and active materials 
than a blotting-paper or plaster lining, and therefore does not 
tend to dry up so quickly; the well-known advantages of th. 
sack type, enabling the cell to give a long efficient life, render 
it cheaper in the long run than the less expensive types. 
Besides the round type (which is fitted with brass terminals 
on both poles). the company makes pocket-lamp batteries in 
a large variety of sizes. A sample cell of the round type which 
we have received pave а short-circuit current well over 
15 amperes—the highest range at our command at the moment 
—the pointer going up against the stop. | | 


An Electric:arc Soldering Iron. 


Most electric soldering irons are. constructed so that they 
are heated by the current passing throush a resistance voil 
enclosed in a tube attached to the top of the iron. 

hig. 4 shows an electric soldering iron heated by an electric 
arc in the iron itself. A hole is bored in the centre of the 
iron, having a diameter equal to the outside diameter of the 
tube of a battery bushing, down to where the iron begins 
to taper. A standard battery porcelain bushing B is placed 
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in the hole and a j-in. arc-lamp carbon c is placed in the 
buthing, and allowed to come down into contact with the 
bottom of the hole, then the carbon is withdrawn about 3 in. 
to establish the arc. The iron should be connected to a 
110-volt circuit and resistance enough connected in series to 
keep the current down to between two and three amperes 


Fic. 4.—ELEcTRiC-ARC SOLDERING IRON. 


as at k in the figure. The soldering iron is connected to the 
circuit with the positive terminal on the carbon, as shown 
ut T. 

The carbon is held in place in the bushing by small metal 
wedges, and adjustment of the carbon is made by tapping 
it down to give the desired length of arc. A second hole s 
is bored at right angles to the first, so as to allow the arc 
to be cleaned of the nitrate that forms around it.—Power. 


* 


REVIEWS. 


Eascntiale of Alternating Currents. By W. Н. Timbie and 
Н. H. Higbie. Pp. viii + 374; figs. 223. London: Chap- 
man & Hall, Ltd. Price 8s. 6d. net. 

This book is written as the result of teaching trade courses 
for electric wiremen, and aims at including the essentials that 
& workman who handles alternating appliances should know. 

Having in view the probable educational deficiencies of those 
for whom it is written, it avoids the use of algebra and trigo- 
nometry. 

To have written a book on alternating currents of the size 
and scope of the present volume, without the use of algebra 
and trigonometry, is certainly an achievement which must 
have required very careful consideration. At the same time, 
one is inclined to doubt how many students who are incapable 
of mastering the elements of these branches of mathematics 
will show themselves willing to follow the lengthy and close 
reasoning which replaces in many places what might have 
been a simple mathematical relation. The reviewer believes 
that a non-mathematical book for the use of working wiremen 
and men of similar type would have been more useful if it 
had been less ambitious in its scope, and had been more 
purely descriptive and didactic, without such comprehensive 
reasoned explanations, which appear so laboured, and demand 
so much concentration in order to follow them. 

This is, however, а matter of opinion, and, taking the book 
as it stands, it must be eaid at once that it is clearly and 
capably worked out, ae was only to be expected from its 
authors. 

The elementary method of approach to relatively complicated 
problems involves—almost necessarily it would appear—eome 
steps which are not logical and may be confusing. One point 
of this nature occurs in the first statements regarding the 
ratio of transforination of a transformer, where the student 
is told that ''If one volt is impressed on one turn of the 
primary coil" certain voltages will be developed in the 
secondary windings, depending on the number of secondary 
turns. 'lhis statement and the reasoning based upon it are 
really meaningless until some explanation of the back E.M.F. 
induced in the primary winding has been given. Without 
this, the student cannot understand how you can ''impresa 
one volt" on a turn of a winding without a short-circuit 
resulting. Reactance and eelf-induction are not considered 
until the next chapter. and no attempt is made to explain 
the absence of a short-circuit in connection with the state- 
ment referred to. 

In explaining the ratio of currents in the primary and 
secondary windings of the loaded transformer it would nrob- 
ably have been simpler, and have given a clearer idea of the 
actual and practical conditions (bearing in mind the type 
of student for which the book is written) if it had been stated 
definitely that the no-load currents are negligible in com- 
,parison with the load currents, and that the primary and 
zecandery ampere-turns are always equal. In this way a page 
ond a half of difficult reasoning would have been saved, and 
the point of practical importance would have been given 
greater prominence. | 


Many suggestions of this kind naturally occur to the reader 
who has his own pet ways of envisaging the various problems 
dealt with, and it would be a thankless task to continue to 
put forward alternative methods of treatment in a book which 
18, on the whole, excellently clear and accurate within the 
limits marked out. 

Vector diagrams—or, rather, diagrams of a somewhat more 
primitive type—are freely used, while the diagrams of circuits, 
and the connections of apparatus are admirably clear. 

Each chapter concludes with a brief summary of the sub- 
ject-matter and the results arrived at, followed by a set of 
problems to be worked by the student. 

Probably enough has been said to give a fair idea of the 
treatment and method adopted in the book, and it only re 
mains to enumerate some of the main subjects included in it, 
во as to indicate its scope. This scope, as will be seen, is 
considerably wider than would usually be expected in a com- 
pletely non-mathematical work intended only for the use of 
trade students. 

After a general outline of the arrangement and purpose of 
the machinery and apparatus to be found in a typical power- 
transmission system, there follow chapters on transformers, 
impedance, power and power-factor. After this, the current 
and voltage relations in series and parallel circuits, and the 
relation between impedance, resistance, and reactance are 
considered. | | 

Then come polyphase circuits and the calculation of sizes 
of wires for various distributing systems. A good deal of 
ingenuity has been used in dealing with these matters without 
using the symbols of trigonometry—whether this has reallv 
made the subject easier or more difficult to follow is open 
to question. 

The next chapter deals with synchronous and asynchronous 
motors, under which are included polyphase and single-phase 
induction motors, repulsion and repulsion-induction motors 
and series alternating current motors. In this case, the 
authors adopt a more descriptive etyle, and are content to 
forgo a good deal of explanation as to the reasons under- 
lying the phenomena described. | 

In the final chapter, converters and rectifiers are dealt with. 
Considerable space is given to mercury-arc rectifiers, electro- 
lytic rectifiers, and vibrating rectifiers, on account of the more 
extensive use of these types of apparatus in America. 

An appendix gives a number of useful tables. some of which 
contain figures of an approximate nature which may perhaps 
lead to inaccurate assumptions in the hands of inexperienced 
users, although their general utility is not questioned. 


O. F. 8. 


Alternating Current Work: An Outline for Students of Wire- 
less Telearaphy. By A. Shore, A.M.LE.E. London: 
Wireless Press, Ltd. Pp. іх+163. 1919. Price 3s. 6d. net. 


A full knowledge of the elements of alternating current 
work is à sine qua non to the student of wireless telegraphy. 
Especially in the case of transmitting stations, the operator 
should have a good understanding of the reasons for the 
various adjustments which be carries out, and this can only 
be acquired by a study of the general theory of alternating 
currents. From the point of view of the operator, however. 
there is usually a considerable amount of unnecessary detail 
in many text-books on alternating current. Moreover, there 
is no special emphasis laid on those sections of the subiect 
which immediately concern the man who is to use alternating 
current for the generating of oscillations. There hae conse- 
auently been a need for some text-book which would instruct 
the student and operator in the theory of transformers. 
chokes, alternators. motor-generators, resonance. power, and 
all other phases of alternating current work which concern 
wireless transmitting sets. The volume under review ade- 
quately fills the rap. It is written by a wireless engineer who 
knows not onlv his subject. but how to teach it. The stvle 
of writing and the presentation of the subject. if not alto- 
gether original. are undoubtedlv very effective. Not a sentence 
is wasted. Problems of considerable difficulty to the beginner 
are treated in such a manner as to rob them of most of their 
complexity. 

Chapter T is a general account of alternating currents. The 
reader is introduced to sine curves, current curves, R.M.S. 
values, and form and amplitude factors. Chapter II deals 
with alternating current generators intluding rotating field. 
mono-col and multi-coil olternators. Armature. rine, and 
drum windings are also discussed. Chapters III deals with 
rotary converters, the voltage and current ratios, and a few 
brief considerations. Chapter IV hrings the reader to the 
subject of the потег jn an alternating current circuit. The 
effect of the phase relationshin of currents and F.M.F., the 
power equation, the power factor. and other comvarable 
matters are discussed. Chanter V deals with self-induction, 
Lenz's law. angle of lag, coefficient of self-induction, reactance 
and impedance. choking coils. eddy currents. measurement of 
inductance. and air-core inductances. In Chanter VI the 
author discusses the condenser from the usual simple points 
of view. Chapter VII deala with the somewhat intricate 
problem of resonance. Transformera next claim attention in 
chapter VITT and one onlv regrets that a few more naces were 
not devoted to this important subiect. High-frequencv resist- 
ance forms the subiect of chapter TX. The next two chaptere 
deal effectively with electrical measuring instruments, and 
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various up-to-date devices are described. The whole con- 
cludes with several pages of useful mathematical tables. 

The volume, as a whole, deals essentially with the theory 
of alternating currents, and the author, except in the case 
of measuring instruments, has studiously avoided applying his 
theories to particular apparatus. There is, for example, no 
description given of any form of rotary converter, condenser, 
or transformer. Nothing is said about the method of using 
transformers in series or parallel, although this is an im- 
portant matter in commercial wireless sets. The alternating 
current motor is not described, nor methods of starting up 
rotary converters. . 

The subject dealt with by the author covers a very wide 
field, and in a book of this size he has undoubtedly been 
compelled to say less than he would have liked about many 
of the aspects of alternating current work as applied to wire- 
less telegraphy. E 

The book ig one confidently to be recommended to the 
student entering for his P.M.G. examination, and to those 
who are interested in that branch of wireless telegraphy with 
transmitting gear.—JonN SCOTT-TAGGART. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
| NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


еб expressly for this journal by Messrs. Srrron-Jonzs, O'DeLL AND 
TRPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


10,775. “ Electro-pneumatic solo and harmony device for organs." G. E. 
MonrEY. April 19th. 
10, 802. Commutators for electric motors." E. Hornsy. April 19th. 


10,824. Explosive-mixture ionising apparatus and spark plug.” F.“ 


Tavanı. April 19th. 

10.831. Electrically-heated apparatus." V. F. Н. Coll bo and E. R. 
Lye. April 19th. 

10,835. Tungsten alloy.“ British THowson-Houston Со. (General Elec- 
tric Co., U.S.A.) April 19th. 

10,836. '' Electric protective devices.“ 
(General Eleetric Co., U.S.A.) April 19th. 

10,867. Ignition devices for internal«ombustion engines.“ 
Акт. Ges. April 19th. (Germany, January 6th, 1917.) 

10.872. Electro-magnetic generators and motors." Sir W. G. ARMSTRONG 
WuitwoRTH & Co., R. Lacon, Н. W. LEE and -F. L. ROBERTSON. April 19th. 

10,893. Electrical fuse-boards.“ F. W. Corton, April 20th. 

10,898. '' Advertising index cards for recording telephone calls, &c.” J. A. 
Crewe. April 2th. 

10,902. Electric furnace covers.” W. C. Fox. April 30th. 

10,203. '' Machines for exhausting electric lamps." E. H \уъѕтом. Ap ti 


British THomson-Houston Co. 


R. Bosch 


10,905. Electric conduit fittings." Н. LOWNIE and MibpisBKOCU C STEEL 
Tusk & Cospum Co. April 20th. 

10,915. Sparking plug." E. B. Моксам. April 20th. 

10,931. „ Multiple-acting switch controls," J. S. Horses. April 20th. 

10,939. '' Terminals for electric conductors." A. GREENWOOD. April 20th. 

10,943. Electrical signalling systeme.“ Western Еһкстиїс Co. April 
90th. (United States, December 31st, 1919.) | | ' 

10,944. '' Electron discharge devices.” 
(General Electric Co., U.S.A.) April 20th. 

10.951. Dy namoclectric machines." Н. A. Cork. (E. Haefely et Cie.) 
April 20th. 

10.961. Aro welders.” 
States, February 26th, 1915.) | 

10,979. Starting rotary internal-combustion engines.“ R. Boscn Акт. 
Ges. April 20th. (Germany, September 30th, 118.) 

10,980. Ignition devices for starting internal-combustion engines." R. 
RoscH AKT. Ges. April 20th. (Germany, September And, 1918.) 
10,996. Intercommunivation, &., telephones.” H. J. Pasek and Leut- 
PHONE MANUFACIURING CO. April 20th. | 

11,016. Electric oil-break switches." K. T. Хоктох. April. 21м. 

11.018. Railway signalling apparatus.“ Af СГкЕЕРНОХЕ Masurac- 
1URING Co. April 2151. i | 

11,039. '' Telephone indicators." C. Jensen. April 21st. 

11.05. Electric light switch.” I'. E. IIALLAIIAN. April 2lst. 

11.000. '' Electric wave filters.“ WESTERN ELTC Ric Co. April 21st. 
(United States, July loth, 1915.) l 

11,078. “ Storage batteries. J. А. Law (. P. Smith). April 21st. 

11,080. '' Electric relays." F. Beromass and [oranice Evecrric Co. April 


BRITISH Tuomson-Llouston Co. 


‚ LiNcouN Evecrric Co. April 20th. (United 


11.105. Electrical apparatus indicating value of quantities subjected. to 
variations.” C. M. P. pz NEUTER. April 21м. 

11,111. “ Duplex telegraphy, &c." II. W. Suitivax. April 21st. 

11.117. Means for electro-magnetically fixing work-pieccs."" J. ZŁHNDER 
& Souse. April 2lst. (Switzerland, April 22nd, 1919.) 

11,135, “ Sparking plug." R. Н. A. SEARLE. April 22nd. 

11.150. Terminal electrical connections for sparking plugs.” M. L. 
WILLI Aus. April 22nd. 

11,161. *' Electrical fog-signalling apparatus for railways.“ N. M. ахо. 
April 22nd. 

11,165. *' Electro-inagnets." J. Neare. April 22nd. 

11.182. Magneto-electric machines." Bernsen Taosson-Houston Co, 
W. Н. WakREN and А. P. Youne. April And. 

11,183. “ Electric signalling devices" British Thomsox-Hotvsron Co and 
A. P. Youxc. April 22nd. 

11,0184. “ Systems of electric ship propul-ion.' 
Co., Е. H. С.оосн and J. Makiin. April 22nd. 

11.191. Dynamocelectric machines." S. A. M. Rose. April And. 

11,198. “ Secondary batteries or accumulators.” E. H. Naytor and Rusi- 
woreS, Lro. April 22nd. 

11.204. Apparatus for testing magnetos and sparking plugs." W. H. 
Spinks. April Rnd. 

11.239, „ Utilising an electric current to produce л modified current, or 
correspondingly  omoedified maznetie. flux." клм Савска CO. (Cutler. 
Hammer Manufacturing Co). April 22nd. 


1 


Britisy THomson-Houstos 


11.240. *' Apparatus for utilising an alternating current of a given fre- 
quency to produce an alternating current of magnetic flux of a different 
„„ F е d ; 
frequency. Ісклміс Evectric Co. (Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Co.). April 


22nd. 


11,241. '' Electrical discharge." IcRAwIC Exectric Co. (Cutler-Hammer 
Manufacturing Co.) April 22nd. 
11.242. Electro-ionic relays.’ 
Manufacturing Co.). April 22nd. 

11,243. Vapour arc devices." 
Manufacturing Co.). April 22nd. 
n as * Electrical double-pole switching plug." Н. C. SawpERs. Apeil 

rd. | 

11.277. Telephone sets." DicrocRAPH Propucts Corporation, April 23rd. 
(United States, August 21st, 1917.) 

11,278. *'Radio-navigational systems." H. L. Скожтнек, G. P. GRENFELL, 
J. ERskine-Mukkay and J. Rosinson. April 23rd. 

11.311. Wireless direction-finding apparatus. 
23rd. 

11,312/3. *'' Electro-magnetic wave- receiving systems.“ 
and J. ROBINSON. April 23rd. 

11,345. ''Systems for supplying energy to electrical circuits.“ 
JavBERT. April 23rd. (France, March 7th, 1919.) 

11,392. “ Electrically-operated riveting, pressing, stamping, &c., machines.“ 
E. Apamson. April 24th. 

11,401. '' Electric protective devices.“ Britisn THomson-Houston Co. 
(General Electric Co., U. S. A.). April 24th. - 

11.413. Machine for winding and shaping armature coils." J. Evans. 
April 24th. 

11.436. Duplex, &c., telegraphic systems." Н. W. SurtivaN. April Ath. 

11,443. ''Ignition-testing devices." F. C. Harvey. April 24th. 

11,445. Apparatus for remagnetising magnetos.“ J. Hacor, T. Hun 
and 5. Woop. Арі 24th. 


IcRANIC Exvectric Co. (Cutler-Hammer 


IRAN Exectric Co. (Cutler-Hammer 


С. К. Cranprer. April 


Н. L. CROWTHER 


J. F. P. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and ail subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


t 


1916. | 
16,248. SPARKING PLUGS. Clerget, Blin et Cie. November 13th, 1915. 
(102,260.) 

1918. 

10,997. TRKEAIMENT OF METALS AND REFRACTORY MATERIALS AND OF TOOLS OR 
CRUCIBLES MADE THEREOF, AND THE ELECTRIC FURNACES USED THEREFOR. G. 
Marsh. July 4th, 1918. (140,835.) 

13,014. ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS OF POWER TRANSMISSION. British Thomson- 
Houston Co. (General Electric Co.) May 23rd, 1919. (140,656.) 

15,863. APPARATUS FOR ELECTRICALLY CONTROLLING RAILWAY TRAINS OR VEHICLES 
THROUGH THE TRACK. A. R. Angus. October 10th, 1917. (119,868.) 

19,785. APPARATUS FOR CONVERTING ALTERNATING CURKENTS TO DIRECT CUR- 
RENTS AND VICE VERSA, J. E. Calverley and W. E. Highfield. November 29th, 
1918. (140,853.) 

21,813. ELrcrRIC cocks. Coventry Electric Clock Co. and T. Rushton. 
December 30th, 1918. (140, 856.) 

1919. 

1,315. TRACKER DEVICES FOR ELECTRIC PIANO-PLAYERS. M. Compare and E. 
Pizzi. January 18th, 1919. (10, 864.) 

1.738. ELECTRIC HrATING APPARATUS. M. Arese. 
(140. 868.) 

7,034. IGNITION DISTRIBUTING AND TIMING APPARATUS FOR. INTERNA -COMBUSTION 
ENGINES AND THE LIEF. Dayton Engineering Laboratories Co. March 23rd, 
1918. (124,745.) 

7,795. SPARKING PLUGS FOE INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. J. H. Terry & 
Sons and A. V. Terry. March 28th, 1919. (140,900.) 

8,128. ELECTRIC LIGHTING SYSTEMS AS USED ON MOTOR VECES. E. Morris. 
April Ist, 1919. (140,903.) 

10,063. CURRENT-COLLECTING DEVICES FOR DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES, W. H. 
Scott and A. A. Pollock. April 22nd, 1919. (140,973.) 

14.071. IMPROVED BR!SH-HODER. FOR FEECTRIC MACHINES, W. S. Барис and 
W. J. Denholm. June 4th, 1919. (140, 8.) 

16,622. SvraARK-Gar pevice. G. R. Meissner. July 3ed, 1919. (140,949.) 

20,188, DEVICE FOR THR PREVENTION OF UNAUTHORISED TARING-OFF OF. CURREN? 
FROM ELECTRIC CONDUCTORS. N. D. Giacoma. February ih, T919. 19.166 

21,897. AUTOMATIC Er ric: Ss. R. Belfield. September. oth, 1819. 
(140,970.) 

23.590. HOLDERS FOR INCANDESCENT ELECTRIC LAMPS. Fullers United Electric 
Works, Ltd., and W. S. Gilbert. September 25th, 1919. (140,975.) 

25.485. BALANCING MEANS FOR POLYPHASE ELECTRIC CURRENT SYSTEMS. Metro- 
politan-Vickers Electrical Co. October 17th, 1918. (133,970.) 

27,134. MEANS FOR OBIAINING ELECTRICAL ENERGY FROM THE ATMOSPHERE. W 
Dunn. November 4th, 1919. (140, 986.) 

32,658. APPARATUS FOR ELECTRICALLY CONTROLLING КАП WAY TRAINS OR VEHICLES 
THROUGH THE TRACK. А. R. Angus. October 10th, 1917. (Divided application 
on 119,868.) 


January 23rd, 1919. 


1920. 


8,063. APPARATUS FOR ELECTRICALLY CONTROLLING RAI WAY TRAINS OR” VEHICLES 
THROUGH THE TRACK. А. R. Angus. October 10th, 1917. (Divided application 
on 119,868.) 


l—Q————H Ra. 


Zinc Ore Smelting Works in Norway.—It is expected 
that the smelting of zinc ore wil begin this month 
at the works of the A.S. Elektrodrift at Glomfjord, the erec- 
tion of which was first commenced as far back as 1912. The 
hydroelectric plant already available consists of two turbine 
sets each of 27,000-H.r., although the full capacity of the 
works wil comprise 6 to 7 sets, for which adequate water 
power is on hand for constant working. A total expenditure 
of £1,645,000 has already been incurred, of which about 
£988,000 applies to the hydroelectric plant. Stocks of zine 
ore are already on the spot, and the company is said to have 
assured itself of further supplies for a long time forward. 
The ore, which costs from £50 to £60 per ton, contains about 
40 per cent. of zine, and the by-products are sulphuric acid 
and lead, together with some silver. It is calculated that the 
first parcels of zinc bars will be ready for export in June. 
e electrical plant has been obtained from the United 

tates. 


Vou. LXXXVI. 


EL AU ж» 
No, 2216, 


LONDON:. PUBLISHING OFFICE, 4, LUDGATE HILL, E.C. 4, 
Kingdom and Canada, £1 12s. 6d. per annuin. Colonial and Foreign, £2 18. 6d. per annum.— NRW Tonk: D. Van 
York City. TORONTO, ONT.: Wu; Dawson & Sons, 1тр., Manning Chambers. Paris: Borveav & CHEVILLET, Librairie, 

Telephone Nos. City 997; 


Telegraphic Address: 


LITHOLITE 
INSULATORS, Ltd. 


65—67, Hackney Grove, London, E. 8. 


"Phone and Telegrams: Dalston, 592, London. 
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ESTABLISHED NEARLY 20 YEARS. 
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NON-HYGROSCOPIC. 


"RET FIREPROOF. 
MOULDINGS. 


THE SILUMINITE 
INSULATOR Co.,Ltd., 
The Green, Southall, Middlesex. 
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= Record Electrical Co., 3 


BROADHEATH, MANCHESTER. 
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MOTORS. 
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SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST F. MOY, LTD., 


Manutacturing Electrical Engineers and 
Government Contractors, 


@REENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 


‘Cantie’ Switches 
NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 
THE "CANTIE" SWITCH Co., LTD. 


LEIGHTON STREET, 
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e MOTORS. 


Y. HARDING CHURTON & CO., LTD., 
Atlas Works, Water Lane, LEEDS. 


SKATOSKALO 
BOILER SCALING TOOLS. 


Sole Maker : 


FRANK GILMAN, 


9. Westfield Road, BIRMINGHAM. 
“EMPIRE” 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL 


FOR 
Pumps, Compressors, Machine Tools. 


ELECTRIC CONTROL, LIMITED, GLASGOW. 
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Bee Advertisement this week, p xvi. 
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STEEPLEJACKS 
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The CHIMNEY CONSTRUCTION and 
BOILER SETTING Co.. Ltd. 
7, Princes Street, Westminster, S.W. I. 
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Telephone : 
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Die Stampings, Press Tools, Cutters, 
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General Sales Offices : 
IDDESLEIGH HOUSE, Caxton St., Westminster. 
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THE INDUSTRIAL SITUATION. 


CHAIRMEN of large manufacturing companies have better 
opportunities than some other people for judging the 
development of industrial relations, There have been 
signs during the past few months that here and there the 
good sense of the workers. was gaining ascéndancy over 
the extremists, but there are so. many demands for higher 
wages following fleet of foot upon each other, and so many 
evidences that the cost of living appears to be rising on 
the whole, notwithstanding falls in certain commodities, 
that we cannot pretend to believe that stable conditions 
have yet been reached. In pessimistic mood one wonders 
whether they ever will be. Yet when chairmen of great 
engineering manufacturing concerns express satisfaction 
with the rate of progress toward tolerable harmony, 
we are encouraged to hope that, if things con- 
tinue no worse than they are at present, industry in 
our own department will be able to carry on without 
very serious anxiety for a time. We say for a time 
advisedly, for none of us can see far ahead, and it might be 
unwise to be deluded by what may be only a temporary 
lull. There are disquieting factors in the situation, as 
everybody knows, and it remains to be seen how far the 
movement of one trade after the other in the pursuit of 
advances can be pursued without our heading for disaster. 
In the electrical industry there is, of course, an abundance 
of work waiting for everybody at present, but several straws 
have shown during the last few weeks which way the wind 
is blowing even here. We have recorded in these pages 
several instances of electrical schemes having to be techni- 
cally revised, and new tenders invited, owing to the price 
being regarded as prohibitive; and in one case a scheme 
has been abandoned. We have not searched for these 
developments ; we refer to matters which have come more 
or less casually under our notice. We have - good 
reason for believing that many more decisions of the 
same kind could be produced were we to search for them. 
But these alone are sufficient to form a warning regarding 
the sure and certain tread of Nemesis in the wake of high 
wages and other costs. Rail way electrification develop- 
ments are hardly likely to be proceeded with on any exten- 
sive scale until the present uncertainty as to the question of 
future ownership’ has been removed. There are other 
industries of which we know a good deal, that might have 
been engaging їп great new enterprises giving employment 
to thousands of additional men if the wage rate had become. 
Steady, and if the entry of new labour had been freer from 
restrictions, enabling plans to be proceeded with with 
reasonable prospects of success. | 

Manufacturing interests were last week given to uni 
stand that the Chancellor.of the Exchequer must have that 
60 per cent. Excess Profits tax in order to secure substantial 
revenues from industry during a period when it is expected 
to enjoy great prosperity. The alternatives are either a 
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levy on increased war wealth or a flat rate of from 5s. to 
78. 6d. in the £ upon profits, in place of the new Corporation 
Tax. Everybody must be in sympathy with the Chan- 
cellor's determination to make great inroads into the 
indebtedness of the country during the next few years. It is 
suggested, and the suggestion is very significant, and needs 
no elaboration, that in the mind of the Government there 


are very strong social as well as economic reasons why - 


industry should bear a substantial burden at the present 
time. It is clear then that industry has to bear heavy 
burdens; it is as well to know where we stand—if we do 
stand. Sir Tom Callender is reported as stating that 


nothing would settle unrest more promptly and thoroughly 
than some means of taxing war wealth, and also that the 
working classes are strongly up against what they consider 


to be undue profits. Manufacturers at a special meeting 
held last week to consider the Chancellor's reply desired 


time to consider his alternatives, but they, with full justi- 
fication, urged that energetic action should be taken to 
amend the worst features of the Excess Profits Duty, 


especially in respect of the hardships inflicted upon new 


enterprises, small businesses and increases of capital. They 


further declared that the Chancellor’s advisers were seriously 
over-estimating the probable revenue to be obtained from 


any taxation on industry in view of the indications of 
decreasing prosperity and diminishing trade in many 


industriee. 

In a speech delivered in the House of Commons on 
Tuesday Mr. Austin Chamberlain showed a very definite 
leaning toward the alternative of a levy on war wealth 
increases, to produce 500 millions, enabling him to revise 
the Excess Profits Tax at once. It could thus be reduced 
to 40 per cent., and extinguished altogether by a couple of 
later stages. 

Incessant wage demands and heavy tax demands alike are 
becoming something of a nightmare to those who are anxious 
for British industry to prosper in the interests of all sections 
of the community. There is a heavy drag on enterprise at 
present, and we hope that the signs of slackening trade, 
which are showing themselves on both sides of the Atlantic, 
will dissolve. 


expand. 


THE question whether Whitley Councils 


Whitley Councils. | +1) eventually be granted statutory 


powers to make their decisions binding upon the industries 
which they respectively represent has been debated from 


time to time ; whether it will be found advisable to confer 


upon them this large measure of authority is as yet a 


matter of conjecture—that they are still too young and 
inexperienced for the experiment to be tried will be agreed 


by all, but they are doing their best to justify their existence 


in the face of extreme difficulties, and we believe the 
prospect of their ultimate success is decidedly a bright one. 

In the meantime, they are called upon to grapple with 
problems of great perplexity, one of the most important of 
which is that of bringing their constituents into line. 
Unless the undertakings for which they act abide loyally by 
their decisions, the Councils will soon become mere talking- 
shops, doomed to early extinction. The unfortunate ten- 
dency of the members of the Trade Unions to repudiate 
agreements arrived at in their name by their own chosen 
representatives has in the past been one of the most trouble- 
some stumbling-blocks in the way of industrial harmony, 
but it certainly has not attained prominence in connection 
with the Whitley Council scheme. Оп the other hand, the 
employers’ side has not shown to advantage in this respect, 


There are still many thousands of demobi- , 
lised officers and men awaiting positions, and in the interests 
of these in particular, industry should be assisted to ` 


in the electrical field at any rate. How many of the elec- 
tricity supply undertakings of the country are still holding 
out against the official award in favour of members of the 
E.P.E.A.? That question, it is true, is not directly con- 
nected with the Whitley scheme, but it is of a very similar 
order. An instance which is free from such objection is 
given elsewhere in this issue, namely, that of the Home 
Counties Industrial Council (No. 9 area), which finds that 
some of the undertakings which it represents on the employers’ 
side have not complied with ite award of March 31st, while 
one of them (Gillingham Corporation) has definitely 
refused to adopt the recommendation in question. This 
has led the Industrial Council to pass a resolution “ that 
this Council supports any action that the Trade Union side 
of the Council decides to take in order to bring defaulting 
undertakings into. line since by the action 
of such undertakings . . . . the matter of. fixing 
basic rates is being delayed, end further, the antagonistic 
attitude thus indicated disturbs the whole of the relations 
between employers and employed." 

We whole-heartedly endorse the action of the Council in 
this matter. . Already the Trade Unions are complaining of 
the burden of expense laid upon them by their representa- 
tion on the Councils ; their claims have not been uniform'y 
conceded, but so far they have generally accepted the 
decisions of the Councils. If, however, they find that the 
employers ignore awards that they do not like, the unionists 
will lose confidence in the system, and will natarally con- 
clude that they cannot expect justice, fair play, and loyalty 
from its operation. And that will be the end of the 
Whitley Councils. 

It is with the sincere desire to avert that misfortune 
that we protest against such action as that of the Gillingham 
Corporation. Undertakings which do not loyally carry out 
the Industrial Counciis’ awards are wreckers «f industrial 
peace, and while we abhor strikes in general, and hope 
none will take place in this case, we cordially approve of the 
action of the employers’ representatives on the Industrial 
Council, whose hand is plainly visible in the resolution. 


Ir is of some interest to hear what the 
directors of a large company in Belgium 
have had to say concerning the question of 
the electrification of the railways in that country. Address- 
ing the shareholders at the recent general meeting of the 
Ateliers de Constructions Electriques de Charleroi, the chair- 
man is reported to have stated that the company was 
perfectly equipped for eventually dealing with orders for 
plant for the conversion of the national railways, and in this 
connection the company had supplied first-class plant to ita 
subsidiary at Jeumont for the electric lines of the Midi 
railway in France. Nevertheless, the directors estimated 
that the moment was not opportune to think of the electri- 
fication of the Belgian system, and the excessively high 
expenditure which such a conversion would demand 
would be imprudent at the present time when the Belgian 
works were devoting their activity to the reconstruction of 
the country, and could with difficulty bear this overload of 
production. Оп the other hand, as it was scarcely probable 
that the Belgian Government would be disposed to place orders 
abroad which would fatally affect the exchange, it seemed 
preferable, before thinking really of the transformation, 
to wait until Belgian industry was able to undertake 
it without prejudice to the recunstruction of the country. 
There were certain trunk lines which called for electrifi- 
cation, as, for instance, that between Brussels and Antwerp, 
which had been under discussion for 20 years; but the idea 
of a general scheme of conversion was not yet ripe. 


Belgian Railway 
Conversion. 
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THE KING'S CROSS 


RECENTLY we had the pleasure of paying a visit of 
inspection to à new and up-to-date kinematograph tlieatre 
that was opened to the public a few daysago at King's Cross. 
The theatre, which is designed to afford seating accommo- 
dation for 1,500 people, is well arranged and comfortably 
fitted out, the scheme of decoration being pleasing to the eye. 
A feature of the building is that ample room has been 
provided both for seating accommodation and in the 


Fig. 1—PROJECTORS AND CONTROL SWITCHBOARD. 


operators’ rooms, &c., a point that is often neglected, to the 
detriment of all concerned. 

The whole of the electrical ‘installation for lighting and 
power, as well as the engineering plant provided for 
heating and ventilation, was carried out to the specification 
and under the direction of Mr. W. С. С. Hawtayne, 
M. I. E. E., consulting engineer, and is 
considered to be one of the most up- to- 
date systems for buildings of this nature 
in the country. As far as we could see, 
nothing from the electrical engineer’s 
point of view, at least, that goes to 
make the operation of a kinema theatre 
safe, simple, and satisfactory, has been 
overlooked. The whole of the installa- 
tion complies throughout with the 
London County Council regulations. 

The operating room, fig. 1, contains 
one stationary picture lantern and 
two projectors of Mr. Will Day's 
* Daynish" type. They are composed 
of ull steel moving parts, including the 
intermittent sprocket which, їп this 
instance, is specially: hardened to with- 
stand the heavy strain and hard wear 
to which this part of the projector 
mechanism is subjected. The gates of 
the pr: jectors are fitted with a special 
fireprcof attachment which eliminates 
marly all danger, as even in the event 
of the film becoming ignited in the gate 
ite elf, the flame from the small portion 
in the open aperture cannot spread 
through either the top or the bottom of 
the gate. The picture delivery is very steady, and the 
machines, which are fitted with spool boxes of sufficient 
capacity to hold 2,000 ft. of film, are electrically operated. 
Motors are titted to each projector and a perfectly level 
drive is obtained. 

The operating room contains nothing but the projectors 
and a switchboard which controls the projectors, lights in 
the hall, and the motor-generators. All arc resistances, &o., 
are placed in a separate room so that the operators are 


KINEMA THEATRE. 


not obstructed in any way. Further, the duplicate 
motor-generators are installed in a third separate room, 
fig. 2. These machines are quite free from vibration, as 
shown by the fact that they are not bolted or fixed to their 
foundations in any way; they simply stand on cocoa-nut 
matting placed on top of the foundation beds. 

The electric supply is taken direct from the mains of the 
St. Pancras Borough Council, and enters the building at the 
north and south ends; it is on the 
three-wire system dt a pressure of 440 
and 220 volte. Each intake is fed from 
a different portion of the Council's supply 
network. The south intake supplies 
energy for power at 440 volts for the 
ventilating fans, vacuum cleaner, and 
circulating pump motors. A sub- main 
is also taken to a change-over switch in 
the north intake room to feed the motor- 
generators supplying power to the pro- 
jectors, in the event of failure of the 
mains feeding that intake. The general 
lighting of the basement, south tower, 
balcony exit stairs, orchestra lighting, 
and outside brackets is also fed from 
this intake. 

From the north intake a power supply 
is taken to the top terminals of a р.р. 
с.о. switch, and from there to the motor- 
generators which are installed on the 
balcony level immediately below the 
operating room, the power for these 
machines being normally taken from 
this end of the building; a duplicate 
pair of mains is, however, brought from the south intake 
to the bottom terminals of the change-over switch to pro- 
vide a stand-by supply. The general lighting of the 
hall, &c., is also fed from this service. 

Taking the power service first, there are two 10-H.P. 
motor-driven blowers supplying fresh air to the building, 


Fie. 2.—V1ickERS MOTOR GENERATORS. 


four exhaust fans, and two accelerator pumps, for the water. 
supply to the heating system aud coils for warming the 
air. There is also an 8-H.P. motor driving the vacuum 
cleaner plant, and last, but not least, a duplicate set of 
motor-generators for the projectors. 

The mains supplying the motor-generators are taken 
up toa three-way main fuseboard fixed on the wall of the 
generator room, one way to each generator, and the third 
way is left spare for a service to a stand-by resistance, which 


ig 
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is to be provided later, so that power for the projector arcs 
can be taken direct from the supply mains in case of the 
failure of both motor generators. 


The motor-generators are by Messrs. Vickers, and each 


consists of a dynamo having an output of 115 amperes at 
70 to 100 volts, coupled by means of a flexible coupling 
toa 14-H.P. 440-volt motor mounted on the same bedplate. 
The service to each motor is taken through a D.P. switch 
and fuses to one of Messrs. Vickers’s drum-type starting 
pillars, the shunt leads being taken up to the operator’s 
board above. The mains from the generators are taken 


Fie. 3.— DETAILS OF CEILING LAMP. 


direct to a D.P. С.О. switch on the: main switchboard in the 
operating room; the centre terminals of this switch feed 
direct on to busbars from which the supply is taken through 
D.P. switches to the two projectors and the lantern. 

The main switchboard deserves special mention. It con- 
sists of a white marble panel built into the wall of the 
operating room, the whole of the control gear being mounted 
on the back of the board in a separate room, being operated 
by handles passing through the panel. On the face of the 
board there are mounted a voltmeter 
reading the busbar volts, an ammeter 
for each projector arc and one for the 
lantern; there is also a check ammeter 
connected between the main change-over 
switch and the busbars. On the back 
of the board are switches and fuses for 
each projector and the lantern, a tandem 
resistance for the projectors operated 
by a handwheel with index plates on the 
front of the board, and a separate resist- 
ance for the lantern arc ; the two shunt 
regulators for the generators are also — — 
mounted on the back of the board, and 
operated in a similar manner. On 


this switchboard there is also mounted a metallic dimmer 
for the lights in the auditorium, This makes a specially ` 


neat arrangement, as none of the cables, with the exception 
of the leads to the projectors which are run under the floor, 
enter the operating room. | 

‘The general] illumination of the theatre is worthy of note ; 
it is specially effective. The lighting of the entrance hall, 
crush hall, and foyer and auditorium, is carried out on 


the semi-direct principle by means of half-watt lamps 
in bowl fittings. The lighting of the auditorium is on 
the semi-direct and direct principles, that portion of the 
hall below the balcony being lighted by half-watt lamps 
in bowl fittings placed close to the underside of the 
balcony. The main ceiling lighting is direct, the ar- 
rangement of the fittings being novel. They consist, 
figs. 8 and 4, of special octagonal lanterns built into the 
roof, the main lighting being carried out by means 
of a tubular half-watt fitting terminating in an obscured 
bowl in the centre of the lantern: the red lights are 
arranged around this fitting, but inside the lantern proper, 
being so placed as to cast a red glow through the latticed 
openings which form the sides. There are none of the usual 
raising and lowering gear, plugs, or Joose flexible wire. 
The conduit is carried right up to the lamp socket and 


Fic, 4.—CEILING LAMP, 


every lamp is readily accessible from the roof. The lighting 
of the hall is assisted by flambeau brackets around the 
walls. The local lighting of exits, &c., is carried out in 
the ordinary way with metal-filament lamps. 

The orchestra lighting has received special attention, and 
is carried out in a most workmanlike manner. It is 
arranged generally as follows :—A light tubular structure: 
carrying the music stands, fig. 5, also contains the 
whole of the wiring, ironclad plugs being built into the 
structure itself, adjacent to each music stand ; the whole of 
the plugs are controlled by switches mounted in an iron 
box adjacent to the conductor. This arrangement was 
designed to do away with the tangle of flexible cord usually 
present, and it has entirely fulfilled expectations, only about 
four and a-half yards of cab-tire flex being used in the 
whole orchestra. | 

The installation generally is carried out on modern 
principles, the whole of the tubing being galvanised, and 
so arranged as to be really continuous from the supply 
terminals to the farthest lamp, all the switches being of 
the ironclad буре; the fuses, however, are mounted in teak 
cases, to comply with the supply authority’s requirements, 
bonding of conduits being secured by screwing the tubes 
into metal bands passing round the cases. Gas brackets 


are installed in addition to the electric lighting. All the 


Fic. 5.—OBCHESTRA LIGHTING AND Music FITTINGS. 


wiring for lighting and power and switchgear was supplied 
and installed by Messrs. Pinching & Walton. 

An intercommunication telephone service on the central- 
battery system, supplied by the Sterling Telephone and 
Electric Co., Ltd., has also been installed to all parts of the: 
house, besides a system of control-signalling by means of 
bells and indicators between the operator and the back of 
the auditorium. Illuminated signs indicating the amount 
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of accommodation available are also exhibited: over each 
pay-box. | | 

The cleansing of the theatre is provided for by the 
installation of a turbine vacuum plant supplied by the 
Sturtevant Engineering Co., Ltd. Adapter plugs are 
placed at frequent intervals throughout the building to 
which the cleaning tools are easily attached. | 

The heating apparatus is of the low-pressure hot-water 
type, with accelerated circulation, so that the temperature 
of the air in the theatre can be raised or lowered quickly, as 
may be required to meet the fluctuating atmospheric con- 
ditions. The entrance lobbies, vestibule, corridors, &c., 
are also heated by means of direct hot-water radiators, so 
as to prevent cold draughts blowing in through the open 
doors, to the discomfort of the audience sitting in close 
proximity to the entrance. 

For ventilating the building, a hot-water battery has 
been installed, through which fresh air is passed, and driven 
into the building by powerful centrifugal electrically-driven 
fans. These fans will give an air interchange throughout 
the building four times per hour, and the inlets of the 
fresh-air supplies have been so arranged to ensure at all and 
every point an equable supply and distribution, thus ensur- 
ing that the atmosphere is kept perfectly clear from smoke 


or fog, and the light rays from the operating chamber are 
not obstructed or distorted when playing on the screen. 
The air, when being drawn into the battery chamber, is 
thoroughly cleansed of. all impurities, it being passed 
over а patent glass screen and washed by water sprays 
playing over the screen. This algo enables the air to 
umidified as may be required in very dry weather, and 
cooled in the summer. | | un 
The exhaust, or vitiated, air is extracted through open- 
ings in the ceiling by means of volume fans, four in 
number, also electrically driven, fixed above the roof ; the 
vitiated air is so discharged that it cannot possibly be 
drawn into the theatre again through the fresh-air supply 
duct. The plant has been arranged in duplicate, во that 
in case of a breakdown the stand-by plant can be brought 
into operation. | 
All the heating and ventilating apparatus was supplied 
and installed by Messrs. G. N. Haden & Sons, Ltd. | 
In conclusion, our thanks are due to Mr.. Hawtayne for 
affording us an opportunity of visiting the theatre, and to 
his managing engineer, Mr. A. G. Dixon, under whose 


supervision the work was carried out, for supplying 


drawings. from which some of our illustrations were 
reproduced. 


. BUSINESS CONDITIONS 


By E. P. BENNETT, 


To anyone having pre-war experience of general business 
conditions in the southern countries of Europe, the con- 
ditions of to-day revealed by ap actual visit over the old 
ground will come as a decided shock, at once establishing 
the necessity of forming new ideas and adopting methods 
suitable for post-war requirements if a successful business 
campaign in the interests of British manufacturers is to 
be undertaken. This applies equally to any Continental 
enterprise by private concerns or the pew Government Trade 
Departments. Perhaps it requires but little effort to realise 
the full significance of the changes that have taken place 
during the war in the countries under review. 

countries could be named. in the following order :— 

France, Switzerland, Italy, Spain and Portugal, three of 
which have been waging war and organised for the pur- 
pose of producing materials and securing men. The latter 
point it is important to keep in mind, as the absence of men 
from industry has been responsible for the initiation of 
women into this sphere of usefulness—a sphere almost new 
to female labour with the possible exception of some 
specialised trades and agriculture. 

Switzerland, though neutral, has been fully mobilised, 
while Spain, if enjoying greater immunity for geographical 
or other reasons has been affected to a large degree, 
resulting in a keen revival of industial ambition and a 


' stock-taking of the mineral, coal, and water wealth of the 


ай 


country. ИИ 

On the outbreak of war, supplies of all the cheap manu- 
factured necessities and many of the luxury items -hitherto 
imported almost exclusively from Germany naturally 
stopped, and upon the sale or consumption of the purchased 
and consignment stocks of these commodities, the utter 
dependence upon Germany was shown to such an extent 
that the war construction programme was largely planned 
with a view to subsequent manufacture of these goods in the 
countries affected, when conditions again became normal, 
and if the inspection of some of the home-made goods 
gives ample opportunity for criticism, the effort is not 
without its significance, and in our future commercial 
relationship will require to be taken very carefully into 
consideration. | ' 

These notes have been written with a view to assisting 
home manufacturers who may be contemplating activities 
on the Continent and who have no established organisation 
abroad to supply them with up-to-date information, and 
have been collected from actual contact with the various 


These 


IN SOUTHERN EUROPE. 


— 


t * 


markets covered personally during the past few months. I 
would also point ont that the conditions are constantly 
varying, the tendencies undeniably being in the direction 
of easier trading facilities, alfhough the actual time taken 
between the official publication of new edicts, and their 
active operation by executive departments is a longer 
process than we are used to in this country. This delay is 
often responsible for costly complications and irritating 
trading difficulties, which: conditions, however, must 
faced with patience if the British manufacturer is to secure 
а good proportion of the business to be obtained from these 
countries. It must also be realised that until intensive, 
or at least more energetic sales methods are adopted by the 
local wholesale and retail establishments, “ price" is the 
ruling factor in many negotiations for supplies in quantities, 
a few points variation in the Exchange will often be a 
deciding feature in the direction in which indents are 
placed, and this, unfortunately, irrespective of the merita 
of the material offered. Р | 
Preparation for an extensive business tour through the 
part of Europe covered by. these notes will of necessity 
require considerable thought and time. The known 
channels for information relating to business houses on the 
Continent are, to-day, of very little use, nor is it advisable to 
rely upon the names of concerns that may have been 
collected from past correspondence? Many of the pre-war 
firrag are no longer in existence. This probably applies 
more to the commission agent who may have had a sound 
pre-war business connection, although quite a large number 
of the old-established houses have undergone a considerable 
change in personnel, and many of their trading titles have 
been revised. It is more advantageous to carefully work 
out the details of the tour and route, leaving tue compiling 
of a new Continental business index:till after the completion 
of the actual tour, as by adopting this method the concerns 
which have come rapidly to the front under the strenuous war 
conditions will have been located and their relative impor- 
tance to other concerns established. | | 
It is a noticeable feature of any visit to these countries 
that many of the hitherto solely retail houses have already, 
or are contemplating, purely wholesale departments, which 
departments to the British manufacturer are of more impor- 
tance than the retail side of the business, which may only 
operate in a defined area. | | 
During, a visit to these countries, the pre-war conception 
of business methods will be, as indicated in my opening 
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remarks, very speedily dispelled, and valuable information 
obtained about the new methods necessary to conduct 
successful Continental business operations. 

It will be found that many of the war-time factories are 
now producing materials hitherto imported. This has an 
important bearing on price and the conditions of supply, 
as the concerns in question seem to be sufficiently well 
financed to make local purchese conditions very favourable 
forthe buyer, and it certainly establishes a means of comparing 
the price between local manufactures and similar apparatus 
which have hitherto been imported from other countries. 

The idea that orders will be placed for any reasons of 
war sentiment is quite erroneous, for even at this early date 
the meaning of the word Allies“ has been largely for- 
gotten, and is now substituted by the old title of “ foreigner.” 
This substitution is aided by many patriotic societies which 
have sprung up in these countries for the protection of the 
“enfant” industries and for recognised effort to exclude 
the importation of any material which can possibly be 
manufactured locally. This condition of affairs, added to 
the unhealthy state of the exchange and foreign finance 
generally, wiil at once indicate the enormous difficulties 


with which the importer is faced. Fortunately for the 


British manufacturer who has in the past built up a very 
sound credit, this credit applies more particularly to the 
quality of goods supplied, and the fulfilling of all conditions 
of the contract entered into at the time of purchase. This 
credit is certainly far above that of any other country which 
has done in the past, or is now attempting to do, business in 
this part of Europe. | 


It is difficult to refrain from some reference to Germany - 


and Germany’s methods of trading, but perhaps it will be 
sufficient to give а reminder that the easy conditions of supply 
create a very strong temptation for the Continental buyer 
to take a very keen interest in the possibilities of the early 
resumption of business with Germany. The local evidence 
pointe very strongly to the fact that Germany has already 
attempted to resume the old relationship, and the offers 
made through the medium of correspondence, are to-day as 
tempting to the buyers in these countries as any offers that 
have been made in the past by Germany. 

Another obstacle in the way of successful business being 
initiated by the concerns new to the Continental conditions, 
is the attitude of practically all the business houses 
endeavouring tc secure exclusive agencies. These agencies, 
if entered into, usually tie up the interests of a manu- 
facturing concern to one firm, and unless the firm secured 
under an arrangement of this sort is actually operating in 
all parts of the country covered by the agency agreement, 
the interests of that concern are likely to suffer for a con- 
siderable period. I have seen records of one comparatively 
small firm holding as many as 60 exclusive agencies 
covering all classes of electrical and other material. "This 
firm would probably have no more than two men on the 
sales side operating for the whole country, the 60 agencies 
so arranged, but the revenue automatically received from 
the commissions derived from various direct orders placed 
with that country, would be sufficient to maintain quite a 
considerable establishment, and provide a very lucrative 
position for the promoters. 

During the business visit, inquiries should be instituted 
regarding means of transport for merchandise soll. port 
regulations, Government restrictions and Customs. luforma- 
tion is also required in connection with the permits for pay- 
ment, which in some of these countries can only be secured 
after considerable difficulty, and cover gooda absolutely 
necessary to the development of the local industries. 

It would be difficult to give any indication of theduration 
of a visit to the various countries owing to the uncertainty 
of one's reception and the disappointment over interviews, 
This poini is more noticeable in the countries furthest south. 

To secure the best results the visits should not be timed 
for any particular dates. 

It is interesting to note the American method of lightning 
tours, and it is to be hoped that they will continue by this 
way to endeavour to open up European markets for American 
manufactures, as, owing to the short duration of the visit, 
it is very rarely that the American finds the best buyer, or 
negotiates with a house in the premier position to promote 
his interests. 


By far the best method is to treat each country inde- 
pendently ; in fact, the circular tour should be eliminated 
in favour of an extended visit to each country, and time 
given in all the principal cities to interview every concern 
for handling electrical material, not devoting the entire 
energies to the wholesale house, but visiting in turn the 
principal contractors. 

Certain information can be obtained from the various 
Chambers of Commerce or Commercial Attachés of the 
Embassies abroad, but unfortunately the method usually 
adopted in securing information by the Chambers of Com- 
merce or the Commercial Departments of the Embassies is 
not such that gives the home manufacturer the name or 
standing of the best concerns. These departments will go 
so far as compiling and sending a schedale of traders’ names 
covering certain trades to the manufacturer applying for 
them. These schedules, however, often omit the establish- 
ments of the best standing, as the lists are usually compiled 
from replies sent to the departments in response to a circular 
letter or printed notice. This means that the list of names 
will contain a higher proportion of “ the least desirable 
agent-seeking concerns than the older established houses, 
which are in a position to purchase stocks. 

The only method of securing reliable information and 
compiling serviceable lists is by a personal canvass by repre- 
sentatives of the departments named. 

At the present time the demand for all classes of elec- 
trical material is particularly urgent, and manufacturers of 
the following goods would have no difficulty, if offering at 
the right price and conditions, of supply, in securing large 
contracts :— 

Domestic generating sets, motors, generators, switchgear, 
accumulators, high and low-tension porcelains, insulators 
and accessories of all descriptions made to Continental 
standatds, cable and flexible supplies, electric hair dryers, 
vibrators, electric novelties, pocket lamps and torches, glass 
shades, М.Е. lamps (to compete in price with Phillips and 
the Continental 2”), and half-watt lamps. 

Orders for these materials would be placed at once, but 
stipulations would be made in connection with delivery. 

These demands are likely to be maintained for a con- 
siderable period, owing to the efforts to generate electricity 
by water- power, for all purposes, to reduce coal consumption. 

The Americans are keenly alive to all these possibilit ies; 
many American concerns, having important concessions for a 
supply of electricity, keep the American manufacturer 
well informed concerning the local demands. 

There are also a number of important German manu- 
facturing concerns which have large and well- equipped es tab- 
lishments in the countries that were neutral during the war. 
If * British financed" concerns are to be found in these 
countries, they appear to lack the prominence of their German 
and American competitors, and now would be the time to 
take advantage of the good feeling prevailing towards 
Britain and British- made goods. 

The distribution of all English catalogues throughout 
these countries is of very little use in promoting business. 
The temperament of the buyer abroad is not one which 
enables him laboriously to study the catalogue of an 
English manufacturer; to convert our technical terms to 
the relative meaning in hisown language ; to struggle with 
our currency or, to him, the intricate dimensions. 

In compiling catalogues, the translation should certainly 
be given into the hands of men specialising in this work in 
the country for which the catalogues are intended. 

'The next best instruction aid would consist of points of 
salesmanship neatly compiled and in the correct language, 
and distributed broadcast to the trade throughout the coun- 
tries, backed up by the visits of men capable of explaining in 
the language of the country, the advantages of energetic 
sales efforts. These men must be prepared for an active 
campaign against the price ruling conditions, and the 
general inertia prevailing almost universally in these 
countries. This would be no easy undertaking for any 
pioneer, however capable, owing largely to the apathy of 
the actual trades, and in turn to the prejudices and 
temperaments of the actual buyer. The aim, however, 
should be on the lines of general educational propaganda, 
and the ultimate result—the establishment of British trade 
predominance in Southern Europe. 
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SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE ELECTRICITY 
SUPPLY. 


ÀN exhaustive inquiry is being conducted at Birmingham by 
a Government Committee, over which Sir Richard Redmayne, 
K.C.B., is presiding, into the threatened submersion by water 
of the whole of the South Staffordshire coalfield, and in con- 
sidering this problem evidence was taken at the sittings last 
week of several well-known electrical engineers with a view 
to finding out whether, having regard to the supply of water, 
South Staffordshire would be a suitable place for one of the 
proposed super-stations, or for smaller generating plants. 
Among the witnesses who dealt with this aspect of the ques- 
tion were Mr. S. T. ALIEN, M. I. E. E., borough electrical 
engineer of Wolverhampton, and Mr. G. R. J. PARKINSON, 
M. I. E. E., the chief engineer to the Midland Electric Cor- 
poration for Power Distribution, Ltd. The former said that 
electric supply authorities in that district had set up a con- 
ference and a committee of electrical engineers to inquire 
into and report upon future requirements. A scheme of elec- 
tricity supply by means of joint working had been devised 
which included the erection of a new power etation having a 
capacity of 230,000 kw. The requirements of the Black 
Country had been estimated at 150,000 Kw. The water supply 
was Important, but it was vitally necessary that the supply 
should be a regular one, and if possible of increasing quantity. 
Water from the pumping of mines could not be of use for 
the purpose of new electric power stations, as it diminished 
in quantity, and would perhaps cease altogether. The only 
mine water that would be of use was that from continuous 
drainage. Electricity generating etations using steam tur- 
bines required water principally for circulating through con- 
densers.“ Mine drainage water could be used for this purpose 
provided it did not contain an excess of corrosive or scale- 
forming compound in solution. The working capacity of 
the generating stations contemplated was of the order of 
100,000 Kw., and for a station of this capacity the amount 
of cold .water for direct circulation, if such a load were 
maintained, would be 200,000,000 gallons per day. He under- 
stood that the quantity from the mines under investigation 
would only be 12} million gallons per day, and to be of use 
for generating electricity it would be necessary to deliver 
it at one place. The amount of 12} million gallons would be 
sufficient for direct circulation in condensers connected with 
a plant of 6,000 Kw. capacity only. He was of opinion that 
this quantity of water would not warrant the erection of a 
special power station. Supposing they took a 50,000-kw. 
station, allowing less than half the load for the 94 hours the 
cost for the circulating and for the cooling towers would be 
about £60,000 more than the cost of generating on the Severn 
without allowing a penny for the cost of the water. The 
area of the proposed new scheme was approximately 9,500 
sq. miles. The scheme had been provisionally agreed upon, and 
was at present before the Electricity 
Commissioners. What the cost of 
generating power under the new scheme 
would be was not known owing to the 
rising of labour and coal costs. Assum- 
ing a normal selling price of coal at 15s. 
a ton, he thought thev would be able to 
sell power at a halfpenny per unit. In 
saying that he was relying оп the. 
quality of the coal being good; nowa- 
days it was a question of calorific value, 
although they might pay five times as 
much for the coal. If pumping was to 
continue in South Staffordshire, he 
thought they could supply current from 
the new station for the pumps at the 
figure he had mentioned. There was 
already 1,000 н.р. available for this pur- 
pose. Witness then dealt with the 
quality of the coal they had to use for 
generation, and he advocated washing, 
for which he thought they would be 
willing to pay 5 per cent. more. 

Mr. PARKINSON said his company had 
an area in South Staffordshire of about 
70 sq. miles, and there was one generating station at Ocker 
Hill, which was in the Tipton mines area. At the present 
time there was a large and growing demand for electric power 
in the Black Country, and although they had room for exten- 
sions, they were faced with the difficulty that there was not 
sufficient cooling water available from the canal for dealing 
with anv large extension of plant. In view of this difficulty 
electrical supply authorities in the district were, at 
the suggestion of the Electricity Commissioners, con- 
sidering the advisability of building a large generating 
station to which Mr. Allen had referred, but witness 
considered that, although it might be necessary eventually 
to adopt such a course, owing to the high cost of transmis- 
sion lines. and the losses involved in transmitting a large 
amount of power such a long distance, it was advisable to 
defer the proposition as long as possible. If sufficient cooling 
water could be obtained at a reasonable cost to operate a 
generating station of 20,000-Kw. capacity. the larger scheme 
could be put off for a number of years. A generating station 


of 20,000-kw. capacity, if supplied with cold water without 
the use of cooling towers, would require about 1,800,000 gal- 
lons of water per hour. This water would be raised in tem- 
perature about 15 or 20 deg. F., and would be discharged 
without any appreciable loss. On the other hand, by the 
utilisation of cooling towers, this same station would 
operated with a fresh eupply of cold water of 450,000 gallons 
per hour. The loss in the cooling towers would be about 
10 per cent. of this water, and the balance of, say, 400,000 
gallons would be discharged at a temperature of about 90 to 
100 deg. F. If, therefore, it was found practicable to con- 
tinuously pump large quantities of cold water from the mines 
and supply this at a suitable spot for a generating station, 
the water could be utilised for condensing, or for any other 
purposes, and then discharged into the canal without serious 
loss of water. There was no intention, he said, to have one 
generating station for the new area; it would probably be 
divided into two, one being erected at Rugeley on the Trent, 
and the other at Ironbridge on the Severn. The question 
of water supply from mines had & very important bearing 
upon new electricity schemes. 

A number of other experts on this and other aspects of the 
question are to be called. The inquiry stands adjourned 
until the 96th inst. 

m m pes 


A.W.P. ARC WELDING FOR STRUCTURAL 
STEEL WORK. 


In view of the interest taken in their structural steel-work 
exhibits at the Building Exhibition, Messrs. Alloy Welding 
Processes, Ltd., gave a demonstration of their system on 
Monday last at Brixton, where the first example of welded 
truss work on a practical scale in this country is being carried 
out on the A. W.P." system by the Welded Construction 
Co., for Messrs. Stelfast Wheels, Ltd. The factory is a 
modern brick building, arranged on one floor and covering 
an area of about 22,000 sq. ft. The roof is of the north 
light type, with 93 steel trusses of 19 ft. span, eupported 
on H-section stanchions and joists. The whole of these 
trusses are being assembled by A. W. P.“ welding, and 
without the use of either rivets or bolts. Fig. 1 shows the 
arrangement of a finished welded truss. 

In addition, the cap and base plates are welded to the 
stanchions, the joists are welded to the cap plates, and the 
completed trusses are welded on to the joists. Cleats are 
also welded to the top sides of the trusses to carry the timber 
purlins for the attachment of the roofing and glazing. There 
is, therefore, an almost complete absence of rivets and bolts 
in the whole of the steel structure. 

The joists are hoisted on to the stanchion cap plates and 
held in position by clamps while being welded. Steel bars 
and angles are cut to the correct length on site. Jigs of a 


Еа. 1.—TRuss ASSEMBLED BY ELECTRIC WELDING. 


simple type are prepared, into which the cut lengths of bars 
апа angles are dropped and held in correct position. The 
joints are welded up in the jig and gusset plates welded in. 
The truss is then removed and is ready for erection. 

One welder and one labourer, having the material cut 
to length, can assemble and weld complete one truss in an 
average total time of 14 hours (on more than one occasion 
they have been timed to do this work in 50 minutes) and 
attain an output of over five complete trusses in one eight- 
hour day. Allowing for imminent increases in wages, the 
total cost of one truss works out as follows :— 

à F at 28. 6d. per hour, labourer at 1s. Sd., 

8 


Material.—Electrodes, 22 in., 9s. 10d. 

Energy.—At 2d. the B.O.T. unit, 3d. 

''otal, 9s. 4d. 

Each of these trusses weighs 3 cwt., and the total cost 
per ton for assembling and welding, therefore, amounts to 


£3 28. 3d. 
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As regards the welding of the cap and base plates to the 
stanchions, it is found that one welder and one labourer can 
complete each stanchion in half-an-hour, and the total cost 
of this work is 2s. 9d. per stanchion. The total weight of 
195 5 is 3 cwt., and the cost per ton is therefore 
5з. 4d. | | | a. 

Nothing has been allowed in these figures for cutting the 
material and delivering it adjacent to the welder; the costs 
of these operations would, of course, refer to either welded 
or riveted construction, but by eliminating marking-off and 
drilling, the handling of material is considerably reduced, 
the material being delivered direct from the rolling mills or 
stores to the site, and the cutting can take place close to 
the welding jig. 

.The present cost of strifttural steel work, apart from the 
cost of materials, is £18 to £20 per ton. Taking the most 
expensive welded work (ie,, comparatively small trusses) at 
the figures given, allowing £2 per ton for cutting and hand- 
ling to the welder, plus 100 per cent. overhead charges and 
profit, a comparative figure is obtained of under £11 per 
ton, which shows that by the elimination of drilling, bolting, 
and riveting, and substituting '" A. W. P.“ welding, a saving 
of 50 per cent. can easily be effected. | 

In the case of the roof at Brixton a joist сап be fixed in 
position on the cap plate in 15 minutes, and the trusses 
can be fixed to the joists at both ends by one welder in 30 
minutes. 

The plant required consists of a standard A. W. P.“ 
welding transformer, with a capacity for two welders, two 
A. W. P.“ reactances for controlling the current at the arc. 
two switchboards, and two complete sets of welders' equip- 
ment; the whole at present prices would cost about #155. 
This is equivalent to £78 per welder, but in the case of a 
four or six-welder plant this cost is decreased to about £60 
per welder. Such a plant could of course, be used for several 
contracts, and regarded as capital expenditure would form 
only a вла] item at the usual rate of depreciation. 

Where no electrical supply was available it would be 
necessary to install a self-contained weiding plant driven by 
petrol or paraffin; such a plant costs about £300 per welder. 
Allowing 20 per cent. for depreciation, this is equivalent to 
£00 per welder per annum. Contractors need not themselves 
carry out the welding work, but can sublet it to firms asso- 
ciated with Alloy Welding Processes, Ltd., who undertake 
structural welding contracts, supplying all necessary plant, 
labour, and material. 

On the work described at Brixton only two welding opera- 
tors are emp;oyed. The art of A. W. P.“ welding can be 
acquired by unskilled workmen within four to six weeks. 
and as the welding involved on structural work is of the 
simplest type, and can be quickly and thoroughly inspected, 
there is no difficulty in obtaining and training men to carry 
out sound work. Alloy Welding Processes, Ltd., are always 
ready to train men or to recommend suitable operators, of 
whom they already have a number on their books requiring 
emplovment. 'The advantages of the processes are explained 
in Bulletin No. 36 issued bv the company. 

The Welded Construction Co. has also obtained the contract 
for constructing and erecting a steel building for stabling 
for the Horse Show to be held at Olympia next month. Two 
welders and four labonrers are turning out ten completed 
trusses per day. Such work can be done for cost of material 
plus £10 per ton. 

Our impression, after inspecting the work in progress at 
Brixton, was that the svstem was exceedingly simple to applv 
and carry out, and that the economies which it effected 
rendered it certain of very extended adoption. 


NE ee] 


Catalogues Wanted for Chile.— The Commercial Secre- 
tary to H.M. Legation at Santiago de Chile (Mr. W. F. Vaughan 
Scott), has written to the Department of Overseas Trade, stating 
that frequent inquiries are being received by him for the catalogues 
of United Kingdom manufacturers, and that a useful purpose 
would be served, if firms prepared to do business in Chile would 
forward him duplicate copies of any catalogues issued by them. 
They shou!d be printed in Spanish, if possible, and should be 
addressed direct to the Commercial Secretary, his Britannic 
Majesty's Legation, Santiago. i 


Electric Smelting of Iron Ore.—A scheme has been in 
progress in Norway for some time past with the object of estab- 
lishing iron and steel works in Hardanger, and a proposal is now 
being laid before Parliament in favour of State participation in 
Sima Il Company to the amount of 500.000 kr. The latter is a 
subsidiary of Sima I Company, which has sought for powers to 
utilise the Simadale waterfall, and has obtained patents for and the 
services of experts in the construction and working of electric 
amelting furnaces. An expert committee appointed last year by 
the banking connection (Norsk Investment) of Sima I Company 
has reached the conclusion that the future of the iron and steel 
problem in Norway can only be solved by electrothermic methods, 
and it recommends the erection of one furnace as a beginning. 
It is then proposed to proceed with the construction of a large 
works at Sima, capable of producing 80000 tons of iron per 
annum; Norwegian ores and water-powera being utilised as far as 
possible, 


EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF ELECTRICAL 
GOODS FOR APRIL, 1920. 


THE official returns of electrical exports and imports for April 
show as regards the exports, totals of £940,014, as compared with 
£1,102,781 for March, a decrease in values of £152,000, the falling 
off occurring in submarine cable exports, the figures being £88,278, 
as against £303,406, for the previous month, the values recorded for 
the.other items of the electrical exports being well maintained. 
The electrical import values for the past month were £189.597, as 
against £136,310 for March, an increase of £53,000; the principal 
increases oocurring in electrical goods and apparatus, £20,000, and 
electrical machinery, £29,000. ‘he re- ex porta totals of foreign and 
colonial electrical material show a slight increase (£5,000) on the 
previous month. The total values being # 15,494 for April, as com- 
pared with £10,114 for March. 

The weight of electrical machinery exported during the month 
totalled 1,012 tons, as against 746 tons in 1919, and 2,267 tons 
in 1913. 


VALUES OF ELECTRICAL EXPORTS AND IMf£ORTS FOR APBIL, 1920. 


Exports. Imports. Re-ex ports. 
Electrical goods and apparatus] 127,901 486,545 29.909 
(unenumerated) ) A 
Insulated wire ... eee ose 266,613 6,926 547 
Glow lampe 15,315 1,967 27 
Arc lamps and parts Та 1.754 1,862 9 
Batteries... T did se 35,382 9,900 — 
Meters. 36.357 4,264 1,421 
Carbone ... iss M E» 11,202 6,616 81 
Electrical machinery :— 

Railway and tramway motors... 2,034 M = 
Motors and generators ... РУ 94,507 — = 
Elec. machinery (unenumerated ) 86,944 86,321 1972 
Switchboards (not telegraph or 

telephone)  ... 258 ase 5,550 17 — 

Telegraph and telephone cable and apparatus :— 

Telegraph and telephone wires 

and cables (not submarine)... 87.727 570 — 
Submarine telegraph and tele- 

phone cables. тр aise 88,278 — — 
Telegraph and telephone instru- 

ments and apparatus Qs 80,450 14,609 1,522 


£940.0014 £189,597 £15.194 


LEGAL. 


CHARGE OF STEALING ELECTRICITY. 


AT Hashngden last week, Horace Kay, electrical contractor, 
was fined £10 for fraudulently consuming electricity. It was 
alleged that he made a connection from the Corporation 
main, and though he had lamps and a radiator, he had no 
meter. Defendant admitted to the officials that he had 
obtained the current in this way, and said his father, the 
Corporation electricity manager, knew nothing about the 
matter. The defence was that in the rush of business and 
with a great need for light, defendant made the connection, 
but he put in a switchboard ready for the meter. Detendant 
was ordered to pay £9 for electricity consumed, and the | 
Bench hoped he would not take such a false step again. 


Factory Аст PROSECUTION. 


AT the Redcar Police Court, on the "th inst., Messrs. Dorman, 
Long & Co., Ltd., ironmasters, were charged under the 
Factory Acts with a breach regarding the use of electricity 
by having failed to earth à Wire attached to a motor driving 
a pump at their Warrenby Works. They were, also charged 
that in consequence of their failure to conform with regula- 
tions, à boy was killed on February 2nd. 

A workman said he saw the boy collapse on the handle 
of the starter of the pump. The current was cut off and 
artificial respiration was applied, but without avail. 

Cross-examined, the witness said he knew nothing about 
electricity, and so far аз he was aware, the lad might have 
had a fit. 

ELisHA Prick, an electrician, said he was sent to repair 
the bushes of a motor-driven pump. He connected it with 
the starter. There was an earthed wire to the motor, and 
he never noticed that there was not one connected with the 
Starter. The leakage of current had been caused by metal 
dust which was blown about. Witness added that on this 
particular day he had been troubled because his child was 
very ill. 

For the defence, it was stated that the firm were prepared 
to plead guilty to a technical offence, but they would resist 
the second and major charge against the. 

Mr. S. E. BENNETT, factory inspector, suid he would with- 
draw the second charge. 

Mr. R. Conen, for the firm, then urged that defendants, 
though pleading guilty to a technical offence, were not guilty 
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guilt, he said, obviouely 


inlaw., - 

ме игы нш | 

sorry; and the firm, instead of | 
the brunt of the matter on themselves. He pointed out that 
the firm took every precaution, and despite the fact that 
they had been large users of о for over. 20 years, 
they had. not. had a single case of death by electricity, nor, 
under the present manager, had they been troubled with a 
Home оше action. ену of the boy, be added, had been 
generously compensated. | - 

. The Bench intimated that there would be no conviction, 
but that the firm should pay the Court and witneeses' costs. 


rested on one of their 


ОК 7 7 Grant's CAUSEWAY ELEOTRIO Tramway, 
PM ^ Jar WATER Power Lease. -— ee 
In the . Nisi'Prius Court of the High Court of Justice in 
Ireland, Dublin, on Friday last, before Mr. Justice Moore, 
an action was brought by William Robert Young, of Galgorm 
Oastle, Co. Antrim; George C. G. Young, of the same address, 
and Richard Grove Annesley, of Annsgrove, Oastletownroche, 
Co. Cork, against William Acheson Traill, of Porballantrae, 
Bushmills, Co. Antrim, civil engineer, and the Giant's Oause- 
way, Portrush, and Bush er Electric Railway & Tramway 
Co., in. which the plaintiffs claimed possession of premises 
demised by indenture of lease dated June 2rd, 1883, made 
between Robert J.. Montgomerey of the one part, and Anthony 
Traill and William Acheson Traill of the other part, for a 
of 85 years from November Ist, 1882, which has expired. 
e үп = in. question were the mill and, mill premises 
of Walkmills, together with the water power belonging to 
the mill, and the right of way to the high road. The plaintiffs 
were trustees Ча ош of a thousand years created by. the 
will, dated April, 1903, of Sir Francia Macnaughten,, deceased. 
The defendants were, and had been since the expiration of 
the lease, in possession of the premises, and had withheld 
possession from the plaintiffs. The plaintiffs claimed, in 
addition, £500 for mesne profits. The defendants in their 
defence stated that they did not, admit that the plaintiffs 
were entitled to the reversion in the premises expectant on 
the expiry of the term in the statement of claim. The de- 
fendante also pleaded that if the plaintiffs recovered posseasion 
the working of the Portrush and Giant’s Causeway Railway, 
which depended upon the supply of electricity derived from 
the water power demised by the lease, would cease, and thus 
cause great inconvenience to the public. The defendants were 
at all times ready to take & renewal of the lease upon reason- 
able terms. or to purchase the premises and the water righte. 
When the case was called, Mr. Anprews,.K.C., for the 
plaintiffs, said be and counsel for the defendants. had agreed 
ot terms; which were that a decree for possession should 
һе giveti, with а stay until November Ist next. It was 
further agreed, he continued, that for a period of віх months 
—May Ist to November 1st—a sum of £50 for mesne rates 
should be paid for occupation of the premises, and that, in 
regard to the mesne rates which were the subiect of the 
claim, they should be settled by payment by defendants of 
& eum of £125, covering them from the expiration of the 
lesse im 1917 down to May Ist this yeàr.. Defendants had 
agreed to pay the costs of the action. It was hoped that 
the parties would be able to come to terms during the in- 
terval in regard to the extension of the lease, and thus enable 
matters to be satisfactorily adjusted. E 


Mr. Јвивтт, K. C., M. P., for defendants. said the matter 


had been very reasonably dealt with. The subject matter 


of the action was the water power of the River Bush, which - 


for 40 years had supplied motive power for the tramway. 
The continuance of that water power was vital not only to 
the tramway company. but to the people of the district. 
They had no defence in law, but he thought that thev all 
recognised that there. was more at -issue in the action than 
& mere fight between plaintiffa and defendants, and that thev 
must take a broad view of the sitnation. In his view, Sir 
Malcolm Macnaughten recognised that it was in nobody's 
interest that the Tramway Co. should come to an end. | 

Mr. Jostice Moors said he trusted the negotiations would 
not fall through. If they did possession should be given by 
October ‘31st. " M 

Mr. JPLLETT said the tramway was being worked under 
Government control. | E | | 

‘A ‘consultation led to a statement on behalf of the. defen. 
dants that they could not undertake to give np possession, 
and that thev preferred that judgment should he marked on 
the expiration of six months. Й 

Mr. Јсатусв Moon? said in those circumstances the costs 
would have to be taxed. 
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| OARMARTHEN Evecrrio Тлонт Oo. v. Тномав. 7. | 
Hw Нохопв Jonar Lrorn Moraan. K.C.. at Carmarthen 
County Court on Mav 5th. gave his reserved jndgment in an 
action in which plaintiff comnany claimed from defendant, a 
aolicitor. EI Is. ба. for electric current supplied to him from 
September th 1919, to December 94th. 1919, at the rate of 
gd. per unit. Mr. Thomae had paid at the rate of 7d. per unit. 
and dispnted the comnans's right to charge 9d. per unit for 
thie period, for they did not receive the consent of the cor. 


was an unfortunate oversight; the man was 
sheltering behind him, took. 


poration to increase the price from 7d. to: d. until January: 
The Jupae said that on September 29th, 1919, the Board of 
Trade, under the Statutory Undertekings Temporary Increase 
of Charges Act, 1918, made an Order suthorising plaintiffa to 
charge a sum not exceeding 9d. per unit, and on October 27th 
plaintiffs gave defendant notice that the price would be in- 
creased from 7d. to 9d. as from September 29th. On the same 
day plaintiffs applied to the corporation for their consent to 
increase the charge to 9d., but thie consent was not given until 
January 8th, 1920. The Judge said that, in his view, plaintiffs 
were not entitled to charge пш customers more than 7d. 
until they obtained the consent of the corporation. A fair 
construction of the resolution of the council on January 8th, 
1920, was that they gave the company consent to charge the 
corporation for public lighting as from September 29th, but 
the resolution did not give consent to charge private customers 
from September 29th. He did not think tbe council had power 
to date it back. His Honour gave judgment for defendant, 
and allowed leave to appeal.—Western Mail. | 


OnanGE DISMISSED. 


At Burnley Police Court, оп Mav .d5th.. Bernard Birtwistla 
(27), of Skipton, was summoned on a charge of having etolen 
certain parts of a desk fan while a servant of Burnley Com- 
ponents, Ltd. It was stated that defendant was engaged 
by Burnley Components, Ltd.. as an armature winder, and. 
his wages were £4 бв. per week. plus bonus. One of the 


articles in which the company specialised was a deek fan, 


and defendant had charge of the department in which certain 
parts were kept. It came to the knowledge of the company 
that defendant was sending out certain parta of the fans 


to persons with whom Components. Ltd., dealt, and asking 


for quotations for their manufacture. He was also making 
Inquiries from customers as to whether thev could find him 
a market for desk fans in considerable quantities. 


Mr. Mossop contended the man had no right whatever 


to take any of the parts off the firm’s premises. а: 
Mr. ARTHUR CHARLES, managing director of the firm, ad- 


mitted defendant had written an apology, and had eaid he. 


had no intention of injuring the company. _. HAMM 

Mr. Harry OaDEN, another director. said defendant ad- 
mitted that he and another man were in partnership together 
for the manufacture of the fans: ‘There are no complaints 
about his work while in the employ of the company,” added. 
Mr. Ogden. and the prosecution have no desire to he vindic- 
tive. and have only brought the case as a deterrent.” 


For the ‘defence, it was stated the parts were only gent 


a wav. for the purpose of obtaining quotations, and these 
would he returned. : go 


e Bench held that whilst defendant had done wrong. 


thev did not think he had any felonious intention. 
The case. was dismiased. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
Letters raceived by us after Б P.M. ON TUEANAY cannot oppear until 


the followina week. Corresnondents should forinard their communi . 
‘cations at the earliest possible moment, Na letter can ba published . 


unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 
. 2 Т tr ct, * ea es í T3 т | 


"E The Electrification of Canals. 


The resolution. moved by the Birmingham Chamber of 


Commerce and passed unanimously by the Association of 
Chambera of Commerce en the 90th of last month is a sign 
that the husiness community throughout the country is fully 
alive to the canal situation, and the necessity for & develop- 
ment of this national asset. 

It is generally felt (supposing it were impossible at the 
present time to carrv out all the recommendations of the 


Canal Commission of 1906) that the main arteries of the canal 


evstem are deserving of the Transport Ministry's clore atten- 
tion. if onlv for the purpose of being used аа auxiliary to 
the congested railways. : | 


The Association of Chambers of Commerce, together with ` 


the Waterways Association, for which Mr. Neville Chamber- 
Jain. the chairman, and Mr. Frank Impey, the secretary, have 
done such good work, wonld no doubt be satisfied with a 
lers ambitious programme than that originally planned, and 
they would be considerably heartened hy eome tangible com- 
mencement in the wav of dredging. electrification, or other 


Improvements which might he looked upon as an earnest of | 


А 


the Ministry'a future intentions. 


Birmingham, for instance, from its position in relation to 


the seaboard. would enjov rome benefits from a modernised 


evstem of canals similar to those which Manchester now bas 
Particularly would this be the case 


from. its Ship Canal. 
in relation to the ports on the Severn estuary. | 
The meagre amount of literature available on this subject 
seams to Һе anite in keenine with the decadent condition of 
canals generally in this country. and ла no practical examples. 
appear fo exist at the moment, anv electrification scheme 
will be in the nature of pioneer work. Numerone examples 
of towing by locomotive (either steam or clectric) are in 
| : E 
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existence, but no serious attempt has eo far been made to. 
find the best or most facile system to suit the circumstances 
in this country. | | 

I venture to submit that you would serve a most useful 
purpose were you to collate particulars of canal electrification 


in countries where water transport has been more fully de- 


veloped. It would serve to encourage a form of enterprise 
which would be of great value to the electrical industry. 
Whatever method may be adopted, the type of electrifica- 
tion must be the same through to the coast, and the parties 
most nearly concerned or affected by the traffic along the 
canals must have a voice in this important question. 


Canals. 


London. 
May 6th, 1990. 


[We have always advocated the development and electrifica- 
tion of our canals, and for years past have published particu- 
lars of electrification schemes that have been carried out 
abroad. Unfortunately, the pressure on our limited space 
under present conditions precludes the possibility of accepting 
our correspondent's suggestion.—Eps. ELEC. REv.] 


: Electrical Japanning Ovens. 


IT. have read the letter on japanning ovens contained in the 
ELECTRICAL Review for the Brd ultimo, and I think the 
statements made should be supported by fuller details. Will 
Mr. Rider kindly answer the following questions: 


1. Were the gas-heated ovens internally or externally : 


heated? 

2. What temperature were the ovens worked at? 

3. What size flue nozzles were used for carrying off the 
products of combustion? | 

4. What was the hourly gas consumption ? 

5. What time was allowed for stoving? 

6. Were the gas ovens loaded to the full capacity ? 

7. b is the control of heat easier with electrically-heated 
ovens ' 

8. What form of heater is used for the electric oven? 


9. What is the quantity of electricity used per oven рег 


hour? 
70. What js the working temperature of the eléctric nven? 
The case is worth careful] examination, as it is ebviouslv 
impossible for four electrically-heated ovens to do the work 
nf nine gas-heated ovens of the eame size heated to the eame 
degree of heat. "There must, therefore have heen something 
radically wrong with the gas installation, which answers to 
the foregoing would probably make it possible to detect. 9^ 
much. auccess has attended other gas installations for euch 
work that T am quite certain there was a nigger some- 
where in the case quoted by Mr. Rider. | 
W. М. Mason, 
Secretary, 

The British Commercial Gas Association. 

London. &.W. 
~ May 8rd, 1990. 


SR 2 The I. E. E. Building. 

It is s good idea. of. I think. Mr. Wordingham and others. 
to try and close the electrical profession, but it is not vet, I 
fancy, . | 

Can anv of vour readers tell me when we are, if ever. going 
back to the Institution building?  Personallv. T think this 
building is ^ mistake, for several reasons, and ought to be 
sold. if possible, : | 


If-the I. E. had a smaller building. fitted out more like 


a club, in Westminster, it would he better in every way. 


D. R. Broadbent, | 
London, S. W. | 


The Cost of Living in India. 


In vour issue of March 96th last a correspondent signing 
herself “ Western India“ draws attention to the inadequacy 
of pre- war salaries paid to engineers in view of the increased 
coat of living under nresent-dav conditions. Tt is perfectly - 
true that the cost of living has risen considerably. bnt it onlv | 
confuses the issue if criticisms are made проп salaries which | 
carry with them the perquisite of free quarters, when figures 
are quoted giving the rentals of houses. flats, and rooms in 
hotels. 'Obvionslv. when free quarters are granted, the cost 
of rentals in hotels. &c.. has no bearing upon the subiect 
whatever. and the letter may lead manv voung men to refuse 
anpoimntments which, seeing that free quarters are given. are 
adequately remunerated. and carry with them good prospects 
of further advancement. — | | 

Your correspondent also implies that all merchante’ nania- 
tants who draw leas than Ra. 1,000 ner month. plus allow. 
“псев, are few and far between. badly off and dissatisfied. 
T have inct returned from a visit to India. and can state 
with amfiderce that manv voung men of puhlfe bool and 
university edneation willincly go ont as assistants in mer- 
chante’ officer on salaries one-half of that mentinned. where | 
there are good rrosnects. and that, too where free quarters 
are not provided. A single young mechanic. therefore. who 
is fortunate enough to etart on Ка. 450 per month with free 
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quarters may consider himself very well paid indeed. Thy 
rise in the exchange value of the rupee is already having it 
effect on prices of commodities grown or Produced in Indis 
and the cost of living should gradually e somewhat les 
The rentals of living accommodation are stil] very high, and 
are not likely to fall, but engineers who may legitimately 
expect the valuable perquisite of free quarters remain ш. 
affected thereby. | 

I consider that there are at the present time many openings 
in India for engineerg and mechanics, and I ghould be 80 
if young men are deterred from taking their chances by the 
confused manner in which your previous correspondent has 
stated her case. 


London, S.W. A. H. Dykes, 
May 7th, 1920. 
ee 


Battery Symbols. 


W. S. B.“ (ELECTRICAL Review, Mav 7th has inqui 
which is right: 10, or 112 oe 

May I supplement your Editorial footnote? This rightly in- 
forms W. S. B.“ that the correct form is a long thin line for 
positive and a short thick line for negative.“ Yon, Bir, have 
here rightly assumed that, in customary circuit nomenclature 
the signs +’ and refer to battery poles outside the 
electrolyte, and not to battery elements within the electrolyte., 

The reverse, however, would have been right, had it been a 
question concerning battery elements. | 

This is. T think. where the authorities of various nationalities 
consulted by '' W. S. B.“ have apneared to contradict one an- 
other. Some, when referring to the subject, had poles in their 
ininds, and some elements. 

Clearly: Zinc = + element, = — pole. Symbol : short 
thick line. 

Carbon or Copper - element, = + pole. Symbol : long 
thin line. . E 
Of course. + "апа '' — * are purely arbitrary terms, and 
are merelv convenient modes of expression for describing two 

converse electrical states or conditions. | 
Tord Kelvin alwavs adhered to the nameg Vitreous (= +) 
and Resinous (= —). 
E. R. B. 


[Our correspondent. of course, is perfectly correct. But our 
experience has been that. unless one is addressing men who 
are thorourhly conversant with the eubject, it is dangerous to 

introduce the distinction between vole and element—oconfusion 

is almost certain to arise. By adhering to the usual conven 

tion. the signe + and — сап be applied to all Hurces of 

unidirectional electricity. dvnamos, batteries, &c.. without risk 

of error.—Eps. Екс. REv.] | 


‚ lalwavs teach students to memorise the above by describ- 
Ing the Leclanché cell—the zinc is a short thick rod (nega- 
tive) and the carbon in porous pot, a longer thin plate 
(positive). | | 
_ Earlier in the same lesson T lead them to remember which 
is the negative (zinc) ae the element having no standing 


Eau Delum 
Bromsgrove. = 
May 8th, 1990. | ue 
Kidd TE TNR ee 
The L.C.C. and the Awards. 
We note that the L.C.C. tramways are never very slow at 
the raising of fares, bnt the last always to pav the swards; 


constant reader and a mechanic, яв I have informed you before, 
believe in в straight deal both with employers and men 
not shuffle, dillv and dally—a fair day’s work and a fair day's 
pay, with less officialdom, trying every gubterfure to delay and 
ny do they do this?—to keep official? Ther 
should act like contractors, or he made to; what they 
demand of them they fail to do themselves. 
Present Government—muddle and waste. 


— 


The Street Passenger Transport of London. 


I have now the pleasure of sending you a сору of the paper 

n this subject which I read before the Royal Society of Arts 
oth ue rch 17th, and upon which you commented on tbe 

ult. | | 

With the comnlete paper before vou, you will perhaps S 
that Parliament had reasons for жср the London County | 
Council Tramwavs Bil] for VVV 
were at some length dwelt upon in the House of Commons 
„ ult., as reported in the official report No. 46 of 


Hol. 86; No. 2,216; MAY 14, 1980.) 
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They appear to support your remarks when you вау: To 
xd. the matter briefly, we look upon the motor 'bus es a 
uxury, the tramcar as а necessity." Not only did the House 
agree with this, but the London publie will unhesitatingly 
accept it. The difference between you and the House seems 
to be that while the House accepted your eulogy of the 'bus 
as a luxury, its members did not wish to have any further 

" necessity forced upon the street passengers of London. 

Parliament no doubt recognises the past usefulness of the 
London tramwaye, and would probably encourage some ex- 
penditure in the reinstatement of many of the existing tram- 
ways, but it does not see in that past usefulness any reason 
for perpetuating a past necessity or for creating a new one. 

With you Parliament agrees that the London tramways 
are ‘‘ weighed down with enormous capital charges due to 
the adoption of the conduit system, and so fully does it 
agree, that it will not give its assent to an extension of that 
system, or it may be expected, to any other. 

Being deficient in daring, it is with trepidation that I tell 
you that you are, with & good many others, mistaken when 
you suggest that the motor 'bus does not pay anything for 
the use of the roads. It pays heavilv, and hence one of the 
causes of the recent deficiency. and if, as you suggest, their 
proper fnnction is to ply on routes where there are no tram- 
ways, the loss of financial sid to the cost of the maintenance 
of roads would not onlv be heavy, but millions of passengers 
would be left in the streets many hours, for the 'buses on 
popular tramcar and 'bus routes carrv twice ая many pas- 
sengers aa the tramcars, and at crush hours in the morning. 
hetween 8 and 9, carrv within 8 per cent. as many as the 
tramcars, or between 8 and 10 a.m. they carry the greater 
number. and nearly the same proportion obtains in the even- 
ing crush hours, and peak load times These facta are shown 
by disarams bv one of the L.C.C. officers. I meekly remind 
vou of these figures, because the public seem to look upon 
the omnibus, not onlv as a luxury, but as a thing that is 
nessserv to their avocations. 

The help given bv Parliament, to which you refer as giving 
the tram ways power to increase their fares, and as enabling 
the omnibuses on competitive routes to raise their fares also 
is apparently wanted bv the tremways only, for the 'buses 
seem te he urmindfnl of this hel». 

You have, Si-, charged me with eulogv of the omnibus 
ed nausenes, You have published an article са “ London 
Transport.“ and yon have mentioned that T had read a paper 
before the Raval Societv of Arts. T^ thet article you have 
not controverted » single one of the facta given in that 
паре” or Par of the conclusions hased on those farts. but 
von have defended end eulecised the tramways of Tondon. 
and have rat allowed vonreelf to ‘ seek a just and true per- 
cention '' of the natrre of the nroblem of mechanical transport 
агл of the means of ita solution. 

Considering recent events. the exnositinn of the wishes of 
an the hichway authorities excent the I, C. O. and the decision 
af Parliemant, it wonld seem that when tramway extengiona 
are extolled the nublie gere again with you and вау, '' Really 
we cannot help laughing.” 

W. Worby Beaumont. 

Orter Temple. 

Strand. Tondon, 

May 4th, 1920. 


[Mr. Beaumont makes great plav with the nroceedines 
af the Honse of Commons in connection with the I. O. C. 
Tramwav Bil: but this ic a red herrin which he draws 
эстен the track. The cuestion before the House war whether 
“Standing Order 99 be dienenced with in resnect of the 

RI. with a view to the consideration of the proposals thereof.” 
That is to sav. the anestion was whether the veto of other 
lacal authorities «опа he eusoended on this acession. The 
annnsition to the motion. led by Si- Herbert Nield. wee 
hasad on the pround that the veto орт rot to he disnensed 
with until a Tondon Traffic Board had heen hrovcht into 
exirtene The Ministrv of Transmart wreed the Hanse to 
enanend the Standing Order and allow the Bill to be ^m- 
mdered it һайт? а Matter ^{ nrgeney. vvheregn verre might 
naas hefnre the Central Traffic Board could be got into work- 
ing order. r 

The Hore of Commons declined ta mapend the veto, and 
thne the Bill did not come, and cannot come, under con- 
sideration. 

To claim this incident as the deliherete verdict of Parta- 
ment on the subject of tramway extensions is to insult the 
intelligence of our readers, 

Mr. Beaumont again states that the motor "bus pavs heavilv 
for the vse of the roads. Will he tell us what contribution the 
London horengh conneila received from the omnibus company 
last vear? The L. G. C. tramwave not only nav for the main- 
tenance of the rondwav (£184.000 a vear). but are alen rated 
on the tr»^l- (£77 793 in 1918. 19). a total of more than 2260.000 
a year. Tf Mr. Beaumont is referring to the 6d. tax on petrol, 
раз, much of the product is paid to the London road authon- 
ties? 

With regard to reing fares, our correenondent is trifling 
with the anecstion. He knows that the "Һа fares are pot 


enhiect to any atatntory limit, bnt it is only practicable tn’ 


increase them ff railwew and tramwoav farer are olen increased. 
The present attempt of the London Underground Railways to 


"buses have landed them in a mess. 


obtain sanction to increase fares is due to the fact that the 

'" The inclusion of the 
"buses has the effect of converting the net income . . . from 
£833,500 to a deficit of £177,695 ” (Report of the Ministry 
of Transport to the Advisory Committee on London Traffic). 
In other words, the omnibus undertaking is to the railways 
like the old. man of the sea to Sindbad the Sailor. And the 
'buses are ‘‘unmindful’’! 

Whether we have controverted any of Mr. Beaumont’s 
facts we leave to the judgment of our readers. In the dis- 
cussion on Мв paper Mr. Henry Ward said the author had 
not written a paper on the Transport of London, but had 
given a contribution which praised omnibuses and did not 
mention a single one of their defects, and which from end 
to end damned the tramways: and Mr. H. Hume said 
everything had been said that could have been said in favour 
of the omnibuses, and nothing at all had been said in favour 
of the tramways. That is the substance of our criticism; the 
author assumed a judicial attitude, but his paper was intensely 
partisan.—Eps. Exec. Rev.] 


City of York Advertisements. 


One reads with pleasure the spirited letters in*the current 
issue of the Review, in reference to the City of York Oor- 
poration's advertisement for a mains superintendent at a 
salary of £90 per annum, plus the E.P.E.A. award. 

To those intimate with the York undertaking. the salary 
is even more disgraceful than appears to readers of the 
advertisement, for the distribution system is by no means 
a small and unimportant one; it comprises . H. r. 3-phase, and 
H.T. 3-phase cables, and o.H. lines to outlying areas, rotary 
and etatic sub-stations, &c., whilst there is also a 3-wire D.c. 
network (L. and P.), and public lighting and tramway cables, 
not to mention miles of tramw ay O.H. work. 

Mr. J. H. Parker's letter is delichtful reading. and one 
wonders that env self-resnecting chief (and member of the 
T. M. E. A. I) would append his name to such an advertisement 
in an important journal like the ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 

The salary offered seems rather varadoxical, too. in view 
of the fact that York is a strong labour centre, and the City 
Council is in favour of paying adequate living wages to its 
emnloyés. 

However. York will get its mains ''sunerintendent," and 
it is practically certain that the (say) £100 p.a. saved on 
ealarv will he far more than comnensated for bv lack of 
exnerience, knowledge, tact, and ability, &c., and the world 
will still roll round. 

The great mora! lesson of it all is to see that we engineers 
stand back to back until ovr profession is placed on a nroner 
foundation like the medical and legal professions, and then 
plumbers and gasfitters will not be “ electrical engineers," 
and trained engineers will receive salaries instead of existence 
money. 

If engineers wonld hasten that day. let them suprort with 
enthusiasm the F P.E.A. in particular. and the I. E. E. in 
gereral, in their efforts for the betterment of the profession, 
and then, and only then, shall we see the last of such adver- 
tisementa as that of the York Corporation and its engineer 
and manager. | 

An ex:Member of the Staff. 
May 9th, 1090. 


Turbine Explosion. — The April 20th iene of Power 
gives minute detailea of a turbine explosion causing the death 
of two men and injuring ten others which hapnened at the 
Waterburv station of the Connecticut Tight and Power Co. 
The machine. which had a normal speed of 1.8) R. p. M., was 
directly connected to а 8.000-xw. generator. The main shaft 
waa 13 jn. in diameter. turned down to 7 in at the governor 
end. and six 48 in. wheels were keved to it. These wheels 
carried two rows of buckete on an outer fece 51 in. wide. 
The turbine was equinned with s centrifugal tvpe governor, 
actuating ten steam valves through a connecting-rod. and su . 
emergency stop arranged to onerate at abort 8 ner cent. 
shove the normal speed was also provided. The latter non- 
sisted of an unbalon-ed ring mounted on the shaft. and at 
normal sneed was held in » concentric position with the shaft 
bv means of enrince. If the speed became excessive tha 
mring tension wanld be overcome bv the unhslanced weight 
acting centrifngally. and the 8 in. main throttle valve wonld 
he closed. The accident caused the shaft to break in two 
parts, the holts of the generator coupling were tom ont of 
place and the bucket wheels were cast about in all directions, 
resting in the tot?! destruction of the machine. The cause 
of the trouble is. of course, the centre of much diacussion. 
ond various theories have been put forward The moat 
feasihle soniecture ia that the exciters on all the generatora 
in working (there were fonr running at the time) emddenlv 
lest the- excitation. resulting in a loss of lond on the tur- 
hinasa. Three of the four machines were shut down unon the 
endden increnee of eneel hv their emerrenev etapa, hut the 
team valve of the wrecked turhine wee fonnd after the arci- 
dent te be not quite closed. and it is thought that something 
nnon the valve seat prevented its closing and cutting off the 
eu"nlv Tt ie stated that the valve was in nroper working 
order. having been tested only a short time before the disaster 
occurred. 
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^ Deed of Asslgument.—E. W. F. Heata (Heath, Wing- 
Heid & Co.), electrical engineer. 6, Hans Road, Brompton Road, S. W. 


‘Particulars of. claims, &o, must be sent to the Trustee. Mr. A. J, 
Osborne, Balfour House, Fingbury Pavement, E.O., by May 21th. 


'Ellison's Athletic Club: A Challenge.—At the close 
of the war, the employés of Messra. George Ellison, of Bir- 
mibgham, showed a desire for recreation and sports. The head 
of the firm was heartily in sympathy with them, and fostered the 
Movement. The workpeople were encouraged to form football, 
hockey, cricket, swimming. and other sections of a comprehensive 
athletio and recreation club. ‘ This took shape, and we are pleased 
to learn that it is рож a vigorous institution controlled by com- 
mittees elected by the workers. The football section has won 
laureles, ita records being as follows :— ' | ы Bee 


Season 1918-19.—Champions of the 5th Division of Birmingham and District 
Works League. winners of Mitton Challenge Cup, and winners of Cadbury 


Challenge S:jeld. 
Season 1919 1923, —Finalists for Aston Villa Challenge Спр, Semi-Finalists for 


Prudential Victory Cup, and winners of Vernon-Austin Challenge Cup. In 
this last competition the club had а stiff struggle with Harper. Son & Bean's 
men, drawing two games before beating them decisively by 2 goaly to none, 
The clib have only suffered one defeat in the Works League 'st Division, to 
which it had been promoted, and but for the F.A. ruling that all fixtures must 
be played by May ist, Eilison's men would probably have been the League 


Champions, , | ; ' 
In addition to this team, the section successfully ran а second 
men’s football team and a boys team. The boys are the probable 
hampions of the Welfare League. but a point is in dispute. They 
have won 20 out of 22 games, and scored 164 goals against 31. 
They are considered to be the most finished boys’ football team in 
the Midland district. E UN" 1 Nub" 
We are informed by Mr. Geo. Swales, the secretary of Ellison's 
Athletio and Recreation Club, that the senior team is willing to 
play a match agaipst an amateur side from any electrical works in 
London or the provinces, and we have pleasure in passing on the 
challenge. If the secretary of such a club accepts thia challenge, 
and will write to Mr. Swales at, Messrs. Ellison'a works at Perry 
Barr, Birmingham, a game could be arranged during, this month. 


." High-Pressnre Transmission Lines ia Japan.— Accord- 
ing to "Commerce Reports," the proposed extension of bydro- 
electrio projects in Japan will involve the building of about 1,000 
miles of high - pressure transmission lines within the nett two 
years ; most of the construction will probably be of’ the steel- 
tower type. Aluminium is beirg considered by the Japanese 
hydroelectric plants to replace copper in their beavy transmission 
cabled. Copper has been used exclusively for this purpose hereto- 
fore, but even with a 25 per cent. duty, aluminium can compete 
successfully on the basis of price. E 


ia . 5 : NU f „ ' i 
U.S. Eoreigu Electrical Trade Outlook,— Figures fur- 
nished by the United States Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Com- 
meroe show a slight falling off in the average of electrical goods 
exported during, January, and manufacturers say that incoming 
Orders from the foreign trade have shown a decrease since 
November. Export shipments have held close to the record rate 
éstablished last fall, but they are. beginning to reflect the slight 
slump in bookings. This decrease is by no means regarded as a 
lasting condition. Japan is considered a big prospective purchaser, 
and it. is believed that large orders for manufacturing and water- 
power equipment will be received from that country during the 
spring aud summer. The impossibility of obtaining a sufficient 
supply of coal is forcing Japan to an immediate development of her 
unused water-power. Practically all of this equipment will be 
purchased in the United States. Very little equipment is being 
exported to Europe, due to the fact that the larger electrical com- 
pénies have an important interest in almost all of the European 
electrical plants. Execution of any of the numerous plans for the 
électrification of European railways would mean some large orders 
for the leading American companies, but none of these plans has 
so far been completed. Italy plans eventually to electrify 6,000 km. 
of railway; and & dozen or more projects are said to be under 
consideration in France. Orders received from South America com- 
pare favourably with the high rate reached last fall. Improve- 
ment in theindustrial situation in Buenos Ayres is expected to be 
reflected in an immediate inorease in bookings. The conclusions to 
be drawn from this information are that electrical exports will 
goon be-on the increase, with the possibility of approaching figures 
never before attained. Electrical Review, Chicago, April 17th. 


„New French Company.—La Société Le Moteur Elec- 
trig ue is the name of a new undertaking which has lately been 
‘formed in Lyons with a capital of 1,000,000. fr. бз 23. 

An Australian Inquiry.—The D. O. T. has received from 
the Office of. H M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia a com- 


munication to the effect that a firm of electrical apparatus manu- 
¥acturers in Melbourne wish to get into touch with United 
Kingdom firms who are in а position to supply core atampings for 
armatures, field magnets. stators and rotors; ala» commutators for 

l from 1 to 5 KH. P., and for АС. motors u» to 10 H.P, 


D C. motors Я 
"Particnldrs as to the паше and address, &c., can be obtained on 


application to the P. O. T. in London. | 
n Copper prices. — Messrs. F. Suira & Co. report, 
May tern : No chaux in eleesrolytio. Mess83. Jaws & SHAKES- 
pagg report, May 12th: Copper bara (best selevted), sheets and 
rods, 8105, and increase of 82.. English pig lead, E 10, a decrease 
of £1 on the week. | | 
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Liverpool Commercial Library.—We have received frog 
the Chief Librarian, Liverpool, a copy of the official ‘ Handbook y 
the Commercial Referenve Library which is in existence there u 
Exchange Buildings. Two full-page photographic views are given, 
and the several sections are as follows ;—Alphabetionl Index. ü 
Commercial Subjects ; Classified Catalogue of Books in thé Library: 
Alphabetical List of British and Foreign Directories; Inder to 
Periodicals, including trade journals, trade reporta, ko; and 
Commercial, Railway, and other Maps. From а study of the cus. 
logue we fee] justified in congratulating those responsible for the 
organisation upon having brought together a very representstive and 
бле! ш1 collection of literature relating to trade Ind indosity 7 


Electrical Plant. for Chiua.— There ‘has recently ber 
in the United States the representative of a large flour-milling 
company of China, who was arranging for the purchase of а 
quantity of machinery, and for an electric generating plant, for 
which over a million dollars will, be spent.— Commerce Reports, `. 


Orders for Nesistances.— Among the. orders чеш 
received hy the ELECTRO-MECHANICAL: BRAKE Co., TD. о! Wat 
Bromwich, for " E.M B.“ .wnbreakable and jointlees resistances, 
" Maley's Patent,“ are the fol lowing?t:?᷑˖ °° ES 

Vigo Tramways (per Eng'ish Bleotric Co.), Midland Railway Co., Boome 
mouth Corporation ‘Tramways (per B.T.H. Co.). Yorksh're (Woollen Diston 
Tramways (per British Electric Federation), County Borough of Stockport 
Oldham Corporation ‘Tramways, Sheffleld Corporation Tramways, Danfertr 
line Corporation Tramways, Manchester Corporation Tramways, Dovel 
Corporation Tramways. : un ; | * E Le 

Glasgow Exhibition — Cas and Oil. Power «states that 
the Corporation of Glasgow is promoting au Electrical, Rogi 
neering, Shipbuilding, and Motor-boat Exhibition, which is to bf 
held. at the Kelvin Hall, Giasgow, from November 8th te 
Deoember 4th, f t ' „ Moi an to d 

Catalogues and Lists.—MESSES. CALLEMD ERS Casts 
AND CONSTRUCTION Co., LTD., Hamilton House, Victoria м 
ment, E.C.4 —Booklet (24 pp.) illustrating and desoribing ili 
component parts aud accessories of the Kaleeco” Wiring system, 
giving photographs of installations. “Booklet (8 pp.) showing 
boxes and wires for the above system finished in various art abade 
to harmonise with interior decorations; and a “priced catalogue 
(18 pp.) setting forth the different grades „ы applications of 
" Kalanite" insulating materiiil . 
 MkssRs. WILLIAH SAR DEAG & Co., Falcon Electrica) Warm 
Wednesbury.—New illustrated and priced catalogue (20 pp.) of 
ironclad switch aod fuse gear, to meet all voltages up to 00. 

STeRLING TELEPHONE AND ErLECTÉIC Co^: Dro,- 316-213; 
Tottenham‘ Court Road, W. 1:—Publication Nb. 278 в 4 page 
priced leaflet illustrating the '"Equipóisó flexible telephofle erm.“ 

STURTEVANT ENGINEERING Co., LTD. 147, Qaeen ' Victoris 
Street. Е.С. 4:—Catalugue No. 1,072 (83 рр). & well-illustrated 
description of the “Sturtevant”: mechanical draught’ and i 
various industrial applioationnss 5 ose 7 5 

Messss..ALLDAYS X 'ON10NB8, LTD, Great. Western Works 
Birmingham.—Catalogue No. 464, a‘'4-page leaflet, describing è 
system. of oil-firing for boilers. Priced and illustrated. 

Messrs. VAN KADEN & Co., LTD., Great Heath. Oeventry- 
This business was purchased by Mr. R. Rankin, B. 80. МЕР, 
some time ago, and has been completely re- organised and equipp 
for the rapid production and delivery. of accumulators, Fir 
pamphlets recently to hand, give complete descriptions of the 
firm's manufactures, including the special Looped Grid" éype 
of plate. These pamphlets are fully priced and well illustrated >. 

ALLOY WELDING Processes, LTD., 14-16, Cookepur Вітейт 
S. W. 1.— Folder (8 pp) describing the structural: steel work at 
Stel fast Works, Brixton, welded by the A. W. P." process. . 3/9 
4 page leaflet describing the all-welded ateel stabling for. Olympia 
Horse Sho 0. roe "A Mor OR йа. | E gii 

BLAGKM4N Export Co., LTD. 374, Euston Road. N. W. l. — 
Leaflet (April. 1920) illustrating and deeeribing the Blackman 
со, tester. Priced. | 4 E fas ы co ж ego s [o 

Messrs. Оукв & Youne, Empire Works, Stansted, Ёмюр”. 
Catalogue of spare parts for electric traction. motors, including 
armature and field coils, commutators, and contacts. | о eight 
sheets illustrating various standard types of controller fingen, 
16 in. x 24 in., brass bound for banging on wall 

Plant for Sale.— Manchester County Asylum authonties 
have for disposal two steam dynamo aeta by Mather &. РИЙ; 
Stockton - on- Tees Electricity Department .iuvites offers for 000 
150-KW. Brush " Universal" vertical reciprocatiog engine, directs 
coupled to one 460-volt Brush " Universal shunt dynamo. 8 
ditch ‘Borough Council Electricity Department invites offers 
one 800-KW. generating set (marine-type. compound engines 
complete with condenser pumps, &о. ;. also one Davis-Perrett 4700 
electro-mechanical oil separator, &. For particulars see. oui 
advertisement pages to-day. ., ^ noar 0 ate Fol 
American Railway Company's Profit-sharing Scheme 
The Electriaul News (Canada) gives particulars of a profit-sharing 
scheme which has been prepared by the Pittsburg, Butler, ый 
Harmony Oonsolidated Railway and fower Co. (U.S.A). “Ths 
emplo.6i will be given $1 00,000 worth of stock by the compar. 
and will select three of their number to represent them ot! tH 
board. About 400 employés are involved in the plan. whidh & 
be tried for five years. It is hoped to put the plan into operstica 
at an early date. “Tne fund which will result from the dre, 
acoruing on the $1,000,000 stock is to bo divided equally among *^ 
employés, ^ ee ду Т. M MF Ly Fé debe qur. 
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‚ Book. er MARCONI. INTERNATIQNAL Cops 
бол. LTD. hae paüblised the Marconi Dietionary, containing 


upwards: of 38,000: leading. English words. Included in thé - 


volume is а glossary of abont 3,000 technical words used in oon: 
peotion. with wireless telegraphy and. telephony. This has been 
compiled by. Mr, Sidney Н. Nayler, lecturer and demonstrator: in 
wireless telegraphy: at Marconi House and King's College, London. 
This volume, every word of which is numbered and defined, has 
Teen published for three purposes; first, to serve hu an auxiliary to 
the Marannj International Code ; secondly, to be used, if desired, as 
a verbatim .eode by which cable. charges may be reduced ; and, 
thirdly. to supply the need for a modern dictionary. . · 
н 3 Steam: Boiler Construction. Rules of the National Boiler and 
General Insurance Co., Ltd.. Second edition. 203 рр. By Edward 
Q. Hiller, В Sc. Manchester: Beth~ll & Ca: Price. 34. Gd. net. 
—Divided into 15 sections, this work deals with all classes of 
boiler- work in a very complete manner. 
Vickers News": Vol. II. No. 15. 20 pp. London: Vickers, 
Ltd Contains a number of interesting. contributions and good 
photographs. The articles include descriptions of the dry dock 
recently launched at Barrow, cleaning machinery for grain and 
seed, -and notes on the Contraflo condenser, &c., and a report of the 
fifty-third annual general meeting of Vickers, ‘Ltd. Pw 
. "The Jewrnal of the Röntgen Sooiety." Vol. XVI. No. 63. Aprik 
1930,. 40 рр; London: Perc».Lund, Humpbries & Co. 58. net.— 
Includes articles on The Action of Induction Coils,” by Prof. Е. 
Taylor Jones, D.Sc., illustrated by oscillograph records; ' Some 
Aspects af Radiology,” by Major G. W. C. Kaye, 0.B.E., M. A., 
D. Se.; and А Timing. Device: far Rapid Radiographio Exposures,” 
by R. Е Burnaide. 
The Metropolitan Vickers Gazette, " Vol. v. No. 85. ‘April; 
1920. 22 pp. 14. post free.— Includes articles on- Тһе: Modern 
Cane Sugar Mill," by L. Millar, and a description of an electrio- 
battery locomotive built by Metropolitan- Vickers, Ltd. 
* Aluminium.“ By G. Mortimer, Pp. viii + se ; 61 figa 

London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons. 23. 6d. net. 

` Proceedings of the Rugby. Engineering Society.” Vol. IIL 
Session 1918-19. Rugby: The Society.— This volume sets out the 
rules of the Society. and gives a list of members and officers. The 
papers inoluded.,are "The Decimal System," by G. Moores, B. Sc.; 
-Polyphase А.С. Commutator Motors," by N. Shuttleworth, M.Sc.; 
and the “ Tool Room." by E. Hayes. A large amount of space is 
devoted to a record of the discussions upon the above papers. 


Trade Announcements,— MESSRS. BUCKLEY, SAUNDERS 
AND Oo., LTD. (E. A.Chantler), have secured the agencies for South 
America for the Wild-Barfield electric furnaces, and also for the 
Argentine for the A.I. Manufacturing Co.'s electric welding 
machines. Demonstration plants are already in operation at the 
works in Bnenos Aires, and can be inspected by applying at the 
offices, 314, Bme Mitre. A demonstration Wild-Barfield electric 
furnace will also be in operation shortly in Rio de Janeiro. 

THE OVERSEAS ENGINEERING Co., LTD., has removed to 163- 166, 
Great Portland Street, Londen, W. 1, where it will shortly open a 
showroom. 

The business of the late Mr. W. Rigden, electrical engineer, of 
Princes Road. Ramsgate, has been purchased by Messrs. H. W. 
Boots & C. H. BOTTOMLEY. 

THe Economic EuECcTRIC Co. have ка new works at 
Latchford Without, Warrington.. 


7 Foreign Trade.— APRIL FIGURES. —The following 
are the values of importa and exports of electrical goods and 
machinery in du :— 


2 А е" April, Ino. or 4 months, 1920 
к 1920. дво, Inc. or dec. , 
“титфата, | ^4 . 4 E 


Electrical goods, o. .. 103276 — 29,388 — 106, 982 
. Machinery. ‚.. — vy 1,883,163: +, 189,474 + 683,510 


р EXPORTE. 
~.. Eleotrioal. goods, d wee 756,529 + 392.407 + 1.810, 944 
^-Mabhinery wee” © e. 4,051,668 +2115,937: 77,003,488 


v RE-EXPORTÀ. = ^ 7 E 
Electrical goods, o.. 13.522 + °° 8.864 + 16881 
Machinery sii . 123,023 + 75,698 + 255,339 - 


British Empire Exhibition.—It is stated: in: the Press 
that the President of the Board of Trade is shortly to introduce a 
Bill for authority to contribute £100,000 to the guarantee fund of 
the forthcoming British Empire Exhibition to be held in London. 
It is understood that the Lord Mayor will shortly convene a public 
meeting at the Mansion House, at which an appeal ula Lo made 
p contributions to the guarantee fund. 


.Dead.—In their report dated May Sch, Mrssus. G. 
Олсо. & Co. stated that there was ап ample supply of lead for all 
ое The general demand, except for electrical purposes, 

exceedingly slack, and did not look like improving. 
ЕВЗЕВ. JAMES FORSTER & Co. reported under the same date 


On the 6th inst. a report reached London that some of the smaller Unions in 
Australia had decided to accept the terms offered by the mine ownets, but 
that the majority of the miners stili‘held out. This was, however, oonsidered 
in some quarters to indicate that a settlement of the prolonged strike was at 
eb in sight, and some fairly heavy realising for speculative account followed. 
On "th inst. the market closed at the lowest, the final quotations being: £36 
May, £36 10a. June, £37 July, £37 бз. August, and £37 lis. September. The 
4mrnover for the week is approximately 7 1,000 tons. 

+ Should it prove to he the case that work on the mines in the Broken Hill 
‘district be renewed at an early date, we may look fora renewal of the normal 


‘Mie of: "т у from this quarter next year, but in the meantime available 


opr pus 4 stort, and this scarcity, will probably make itxeli felt 


wre ae 


Manufacture of Electrical Porcelain in Japan. —Ia the 
course ol а report on the commercial pottery- of Japan, the 
United States Commercial Attaché at Tokio remarks that one 
of the newer developments is the manufacture of electrical 
accessories in connection with the rapidly expanding. elec- 
trical industry in Japan. The large high-tension insulators 
demanded by hydroelectric. development are made both m 
large factories, such as the great Morimura plant at Nagoya, 
and also by small individual workshops (on eub-contracts) in 
villages. The large pole insulators are thrown on an ordi 
nary wheel which usually is motor driven. When shaped 
they are passed to а second man who turns them to size 
with в tool. Finally they are carefully finished by hand 
before drying. They are glazed in the clay and fired once. 
One man carrying through all the processes will throw, turn, 
and finish 400 insulators in a day, for which he gets about 
170 yen (including a rice stipend). Smaller white porcelaia 
goods, insulators, cleats, rosettes, &c., are for the most part 
manufactured in Japan in the households alongside of ‘dolls 
and teapots. They are moulded in plaster of Paris moulds, 


with a lavish expenditure of time and energy, from clay | 


purchased ready for working, and are then fired in eom- 
munity kilns. With practically no overhead charges, such 
small manufacturers are able to compete successfully with 
modern factories. In fact, one large establishment which put 
in an insulator factory has been undercut in price Ьу the 
small independent potters to such an extent that it has almost 
ceased to do business. Prices at the factory in October, 1919, 
for various items were as follows: Two-niece ceiling rosette 
24 m. screw thread, 74 to 8} sen; cleats, 1.4 sen a pair; solid 
knob No. 6, 1.20 to 1.30 yen per 100 (an advance of 60 ре? 
cent. over 1918); solid knob No. 3, 2.50 ven per 100; en 
кира, 1.60 yen per 100. | D 
[N.B. —Yen= 100; Sen=2. 03. 1 И 

Те Sale.—By direction of the ‘Disposals Board 
Ministry of Munitions, Messra. King & King. will sell hy auction 
on May 26th and 27th, at Н.М. Dockyard, Portsmouth, machine 
tools. plant, and electrical equipment, On May 28th, at Portishead 
and Portbury, Mr. С. D. Phillips will sell by, auction the plant, 
machine tools. electric motors, generating sets, &c., of the national 
shipyards. Beachley, Portishead апа Portbury. (Place of sale 
notified in catalogue.) Mr. M. Matthews will sell by auction at 
the R.A.O. Depót, Georgetown, Glasgow, on May 19th, machinery 
and plant in stores, including many electrical items. For oe 
see our advertisement pages. в 
Tralaing Engineering Bec TA W. H. Allen, 
Sons & Co., Ltd., of Bedford, have sent us a copy of their 
prospectus of the engineering course which has been recently 
revised. The fee has been reduced to £150. and wages are paid to 
the students. The course is intended only for those who will either 
proceed to a university or technical college upon completion.of the 
course, or who have already obtained a degree or diploma A 
typical four years’ course is outlined in the prospectus, and the 
time (four years) is distributed as follows :—Forge, pattern shop, 
and foundries, six months; machine shops, six months; fitting 
shops, nine months; dynamo shop, three months; test bays and 
outdoor work, nine months; drawing pm nine months; and 


administrative offices, six months. 


catalogues wanted for Chile.—The D.O. T. has received 
notice from the Commercial Secretary to H.M Legation at Santisge 


de Chile (Mr. W. F. Vaughan Scott) that the Chilean Association of 


Electric Light Companies are desirous of obtaining complete s ts in 
Spanish ef the catalogues of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
electrical machinery and accessories, lamps, &o. Catalogues ih 
triplicate should be sent direct to the commer! N 
H. B. M. Legation, Santiago, Chile. 


Telephone Directory.—We have received from Vrae 
SWARREN. LLD., of 9-11, Phoenix Place, W. C. 1. one of the handy 
desk telephone "directories which they are distributing to their 
friends, Since reorganising their staff and acquiring new works 
in Holborn, where they undertake repairs to electrical machinery 
(including rewindings. A. C. and D.C., in which they specialise) up 
to 200 E P. their business has rapid y extended; amongst recent 
contracts for power and lighting which they have наше is that 
of Cassidy's Distillery in Ireland. 


Corrosion Research committee. We have received 1 a 
topy of a circular letter which is being sent to users of tubes and 
condensers by tbe above Committee. In accordance with thé 
opinion of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 
users of tubes, &c., which are the subject of the Committee's 
labours, should be ready to contribute to the cost of the work, and 
an appeal is being made for aid. The Government has agreed to 
contribute an equal amount to that received from users, which 
latter class includes shipbuilders and shipowners, and, in addition 
to these, insurers of ships are directly concerned. ‘The letter states 
that £1,000 per annum is being received from manufacturers who 
are interested in the research work of the Committee, and it ia 
hoped that at least this amount will be forthcoming from the 
users. The letter is accompanied by а summary of the Fifth 
Corrosion Report, and the full report will be sent to subscribers, 
The secretary to the Committee states that Messrs. Ellerman 
Lines, Ltd., have contributed £100, amd ае ы have peal seta 
to Vas appeal, 
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. (iquidations aad Dissolutiens.— UxELMA, LTD., elec- 
trical goods manufacturers, 18, Christopher Street, London, E.C.— 
A meeting of the oreditors of the above was held on May 4th, at 
Anderton's Hotel, R. O., under the presidenoy of Mr. F. T. Shearcroft, 
who had been appointed to act as liquidator in the voluntary 
liquidation. The statement of affairs presented by the liquidator 
showed liabilities of £20,888, made up as follows :—Share capital, 
£3,027 ; debentures, $3,100 ; cash creditors, £865 ; bank overdraft, 
£991 ; and trade creditors, £12,905. The assets were estimated to 
realise £4,100, ora deficiency of £16,788. The assets consisted of :— 
Machinery and tools, £3,211, estimated to realise £2,000 ; fixtures 
and fittings, £1,552, expected to produce £500; stock in trade, 
41, 500; and book debts, £938, valued at £100. The company was 
registered on July 29th of last year, and took over the business 
which had previously been carried on by Mr. B. Pordes. The cash 
creditors were Mr. B. Pordes and his two sons. A portion of the 
fixtures and fittings were sold when the lease of the premises was 

of. The lease was sold in February of the present year 
for £10,000 payable in cash, and it was understood that the money 
was used to pay pressing creditors whilst the other creditors 
received 20 per cent. of the amount due tothem. The lease had 
about 18 years to run. Complaint was made by creditors that plant 
was ordered as recently as February 20th, and that goods were 
ordered on March 19th last. Thesolicitor tothe company said that 
Mr. Pordes had been made a bankrupt, and but for that a prosperous 


formed, it took over the liabilities of Mr. Pordes, who was sub- 
stantially the only person in the company. The latter was formed 
in order to obtain further capital, and about £5,000 was secured. 
Mr. E. H. Hawkins said that when the company was formed, it 
acquired machinery and tools valued at £3,622, and stock of the 
value of about £9,000, while the liabilities transferred were only in 
the neighbourhood of £7,000. In other words, the company started 
with solid assets of £12,000, & sum of £3,000 was obtained on 
debentures, while the lease was sold for £10,000. That made a 
total of £25,000, and the creditors wanted to know where the 
money had gone. The solicitor said that a loss of about £10,000 
had been sustained in connection with the manufacture of certain 
batteries. Mr. Hawkins also pointed out that he had been 
appointed to act as the trustee in the bankruptcy of Mr. Pordes, 
and the accounts prepared showed that the business had been 
making a profit of at least £1,500 per annum. It appeared that 
the company had only discharged £3,000 of the liabilities, which it 
took over at ita formation. 

Dissatisfaction was expressed at the position disclosed, and it was 
decided that an application should be made to the Court for the 
sppointment of Mr. E. H. Hawkins, I.A., of Messrs. Poppleton, 
Appleby & Hawkins, 4, Charterhouse Square, E.C., as the liquidator 
of the company. A committee of inspection was also nominated, 
consisting of Mr. W. Osborn (Mesars. Coleman & Appleby); Mr. 
Simon Biheller (Messrs. Weiss & Biheller) ; Mr. T. A. Pullen ; Mr. 
E. Funk (Messrs. Duffield & Funk); and Mr. R. W. Vining 
(R. W. Vining, Ltd.). 

D. Ногетт & Oo., LTD —Particulars of claims must be sent to 
the liquidator, Mr. J. D. Broad, 1, Walbrook, E.C., by June 7th. 

WORS8AM & EDWARDS, electrical engineers and contractors, 302, 
Upper Richmond Road. East Sheen. and Newman Paasage, Newman 
Street, London, W.—Messrs. P. Worssam, W. D. Edwards, and 
B. N. Fordyce have dissolved partnership. Messrs. Edwards and 
Fordyce will attend to debts, &c., and continue to trade only at 
302, Upper Richmond: Road, East Sheen. 

THACKER, BELL & Co., Ltp.—Mr. F. H. Agar, of Pinner's Hall, 
Austin Friars, E.C., has been appointed an additional liquidator by 
an order of the Court. 

BRITISH ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES, LTD.—Winding up volun- 
tarily. Liquidator, Mr. W. A. Judge, 72, Market Street, Bradford. 

PETO & RADFORD, LTp.—A meeting of members is called for 
June 15th at 50, Grosvenor Gardens, London, S. W., to hear an 
account of the winding up from the liquidator, Mr. F. G. Hart. 

NEW PETO & RADFORD ACCUMULATOR Co., LTD.—Meeting of 
members is called for June 15th at 50, Grosvenor Gardens, S. W., 
to hear an account of the winding up from the liquidator, Mr. 
F. G. Hart. 

SINCLAIB, PAGET & Co., electrical engineers and manufacturers. 
8, New Inn Yard, Shoreditch.—Mr. W. P. St. John and Mr. H. 
Ashdown have dissolved partnership. Mr. W. P. St. John will 
attend to debts. 

CAMAROFF & HARRIS, electrical engineers, 11A, Cross Stamford 
Street, Leeds. — Mr. J. Camaroff and Mr. L. Harris have dissolved 
partnership. Mr. J. Camaroff will attend to debts and continue 
tbe business in his own name at the same address. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—G. Е. KIVERON, electrical 
engineer, Sheffleld.— Receiving order made May 7th on debtor's 
own petition. 


Office Equipment.—There is now running at the Royal 
Agricultural Hall—it closes to-morrow, May 15th—a Business 
Exhibition, where a great variety of office furniture and equipment 
is effectively on view. The exhibits include roll-top and other 
desks, filing cabinets, card-index systems, type-writing, time- 
checking, tabulating, calculating, addressing, duplicating, and 
other machines and devices, stationary and printing, publicity and 
advertising literature, &c., also illuminated signs and telephones. 
The exhibitors of telephone equipments, include the Relay Auto- 
matic Telephone Co., Ltd., the Telephone Manufacturing Co.. Ltd. 
(West Dulwich), and the Reliance Telephone Co. Ltd. Rawl- 
plug outfits are shown by the Rawlplug Co., Ltd.; the Lazilite 
Co. show extending brackets for telephones and electric lighting ; 
the Phonotas Go., Ltd., exhibit their telephone cleansing and 


When the company was 


aterilising service ; the Marooni International Code Oo. are present 
with their ooding system; the Dictaphone Oo., Ltd., exhibit 
their time-saving system and apparatus; and the “ Dictograph " 
apparatus is demonstrated by the Dictograph Telephones, Ltd. 
The Gledhill Brook time recorders, and the Magneto electric time 
systems, are also in evidence. Quite a number of the machines 
referred to are driven by very amall electric motors. 


Electrical Exports to Guatemala.—The Department of 
Overseas Trade has received a cablegram from H.M. Consal at 
Guatemala stating that all restrictions on imports have been with- 
drawn by the new Government. Manufacturers of electrical 
appliances are now informed that export may be made to Guatemala 
without difficulty being made by the authorities in their clearance 
at Customs House, as has hitherto been the case. There is great 
demand for telephone instruments. 


Solidite Switchboards.—In view of the difficulty 
experienced in obtaining slate, porcelain, and marble, the IMPROVED 
SoLIDITE Co., LTD., of Advance Works, Jews Road, London, 
S. W. 18, inform us that they are making a speciality of supplying 
all sizes of slabs for fuses, switchboards, &c. There are many 
advantages in using this material where large quantities are 
required, there being no drilling to be done, as the company are 
able to mould the holes into their material. Solidite is an excellent 
insulator, and is non-hygroscopic. 


Whitley Councils. — Home Counties INDUSTRIAL 
CouncIL (No, 9 AREA).—In view of the fact that certain under- 
takings were not carrying out the recommendations of the Joint 
Council, the Council viewed the situation with much concern, and 
felt that it was incumbent upon it to take further action, and the 
following special resolution was therefore passed :— | 

Resolved that this Council supports any action that the Trade 
Union side of the Council decides to take in order to bring 
defaulting undertakings into line in conforming with the resola- 
tion of the Council dated March 31st, to the effect that an advance 
of Эв. per week be paid to all employés by electricity supply under- 
takings in the Home Counties (No. 9) Area, as from April lat, 1920, 
since by the action of such undertakings in not carrying out the 
recommendations of the Council the matter of fixing basic rates is 
being delayed, and, further, the antagonistic attitude thus 
indicated disturbs the whole of the relations between employers and 
employed." 

It being reported that the Gillingham Corporation had resolved 
not to follow such recommendations of the Industrial Council, a 
special letter was addressed to the town clerk requesting him to 
draw the Council's immediate attention to the above resolution. 


Strike.—The labour dispute at the Enfield Ediswan 
Cable Works has been settled, and the men returned to work on 
Wednesday last. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Aberdeen. — New  BoiLER PLANT. — The Electricity 
Committee has approved the electrical engineer's proposal to 
purchase additional boilers and accessories, at a cost of £8,250. 


Batley.— Loan.—On the recommendation of the Elec- 
tricity Committee, the Corporation is applying for sanction to 
borrow £10,000 for a rotary converter and switchgear, and £4,600 
for mains extensions and services. 


Barnstaple. — NEW PLANT AND PRICE INCREARE.— 
Mr. J. 8. Highfield, the expert engaged by the Town Council to 
report and advise on the electricity works, recommends the 
installation of two 500-Kw. steam turbines and two boilers and 
engine sets, at an estimated cost of £39,000, and an application 
for the maximum price of energy to be inoreased from 8d. to 1s. 34. 
per unit. і 


Belfast. —NEw PLANT.—It was announced at а recent 
meeting of the Council that Lord Pirrie had placed a hall at the 
Council's disposal for the installation of a 6,000-KW. generator, and 
had also offered to provide the necessary boiler-power. This will 
enable the Council to supply the additional power required by 
Messrs. Harland & Wolff and the general public by November next. 


Bideford (Devon).—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.—A survey 
of the town has been made by Messrs. Crompton & Co., Ltd., 
with a view to forming a company to provide electricity before 
next winter. 


Birkenhead.—ADDITIONAL Loan.—The Town Council 
has decided to apply for sanction to borrow an additional sum of 
£16,701 for the provision of high-pressure electricity plant, 
mains, &o., to supplement the amount sanctioned on April 18th last. 


Bristol.—Distrisution Costs.—The Corporation has 
informed the Warmley Rural District Council that charges for 
electricity supplied to outside areas cannot be reduoed to the same 
level as those in force within the city, owing to the extra ovat of 
distribution. It is pointed out that the Corporation has spent 
several thousands of pounds on mains extensions in the Warmiey 
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. Blackbarn.—Naw Power Sratron.—The foundation 
“ опе о? Blackburn's new eleotrioity generating station at White- 
birk is being laid to-morrow. The enterprise will cost about 
half a million sterling. The undertaking is being constructed 
under the Electricity Supply Act to serve not only Blackburn, but 
a wider area outside. The engineer-in-chief is Mr. P. P. Wheel- 
wright, M.I.E.E. The general work has been placed with the 
English Electric Co., Ltd., of Kingsway, London. The works have 
the advantage of the close proximity of railway and canal. The 
construction of the buildings and part of the foundation work has 
,been placed in the hands of the Consolidated Construction Co. The 
foundation work is of reinforced concrete on the Hennebique 
system, designed to give an evenly-distributed load over the whole 
area. There are over 450 tons of steel reinforcing bars in the 
foundation work. The bunkers will have a capacity of 1,200 tons 
of coal, and a 20-ton crane will assist in the work of unloading. 
The steel bunkers and conveyor plant are being made by the 
English Electric Co. with the Mitchell Conveyor and Trans- 
porter Co. There will be eight boilers of the latest Babcock 
and Wilcox t ith super-heaters, economisers, &c. In the 
engine-room there will be two 10,000-Kw. turbo-alternators, 
running at a speed of 1,600 R.P.M. and generating at 6,600 volta 
three-phase. It is hoped the work will be sufficiently advanced to 
enable one generating set to be put into operation about the end 
of the year. There will be ample scope for future extensions, 
There are to be dining-rooms for the stokers and engineering ataff, 
lavatories, bath-rooms,-dark-room, cleaners’ equipment, stores, 
laboratory, and a workshop, &с. A great quantity of peat is on the 
site, and Mr. Wheelwright has been considering using it as fuel. 
A Scandinavian expert has reported favourably on the question. 
The proximity of this generating station to Greenbank Gasworks 
Кге s make feasible the use of gas for fuel should circumstances 
Allow it. 


Bradford.—PRoPosgD New PraNT.—The Electricity 
Committee has adopted & report by the engineer on the growth 
‘of demand for electricity and the need for extension of plant. 
The engineer recommends the obtaining of estimates for a new 
boiler-house building, four boilers and necessary equipment, at the 
Valley Road Works, at a total cost of £322,700. This is the last 
extension which can be made at Valley Road, as the site will then 
be taxed to the utmost limit. The station is already four times 
the size contemplated when the foundations were laid. In view of 
the certainty that the demand will continue to grow, and that the 
only way to meet it will be by a new station, the Committee recom- 
mends that a resolution be sent to the Electricity Commissioners, 
pointing out the vital necessity for the immediate provision of a 
capital generating station for an area which should include Brad- 
ford ; and, further, conveying the willingness of the Bradford Com- 
mittee to proceed without delay with the construction of such a 
station on the Bradford Corporation's large estate at Esholt if the 
Commissioners deem such procedure desirable. The Esholt estate 
is close to the Midland Railway main London-Scotland line and the 
River Aire. 

FusED CABLE.—On May 5th a high-tension cable under City 
Road fused, resulting in an explosion and the blowing up of two 
manholes. The mishap is attributed to the soaking of the 
ground by the recent heavy rains. An immediate result of the 
occurrence was the cutting off of supply to one department of a 
local iron works. | 


Burniey.—ConDiITIONS оғ SUPPLET.— In deciding to 
grant an application by the Healey Wood Mill Co. for a supply 
of electricity to drive a 50-H.P. motor, the Electricity Com- 
mittee, in addition to requiring an agreement as to the extent of 
the supply, also stipulates for an undertaking by the company not 
to consume electricity after 4.45 p.m. in the winter months, if so 
required by the electrical engineer. 

Canada:—Owing to the inability of the Hydro-Electric 


Commission to supply power, Baldwin's Canadian Steel Industry at 
Toronto will probably move elsewhere.—7AÀe Times. 


China.— Foochow UNDERTAKING. — The  Foochow 
Electric Co., which is owned by Chinese shareholders, and has a 
monopoly of the sale of electrical energy in Foochow and its 
suburbs, is extending its service as far as Hung Shan Chiao, about 
eight miles distant. The company has two 1,000-Kw. turbine 
sete, employs about 100 people, and has installed over 47,500 
lights of 16 С.Р. average. Plans have been made to extend the 
plant and install a tramway system in Foochow. 


Coal Shortage.— ELEcrRiorry UNDERTAKINGS AFFECTED. 
—The coal shortage has become very acute in several districts. 
The Swansea electrical engineer informed the Electricity Com- 
mittee, on May 5th, that only half the proper supply was being 
received, and the position regarding power supplies for local 
industrial undertakings was becoming very serious. It was agreed 
that the Mayor (Alderman Sinclair) should consult the Coal 
Controller, and endeavour to secure preference in the matter of 
coal supplies. Last week the chairman of the Salford Electricity 
Committee stated that only two and a-half days’ supply of coal 
remained in hand. The Manchester City Council recently expressed 
the opinion that coal intended for Manchester was being diverted 
elsewhere, and the reserve was only sufficient for two weeks' 
running. At Accrington the complaint is not merely of shortage, 
but the quality of the coal is stated to be extremely bad, 


` Coleraine. —ELECTRICITY SuPPLY.—The Urban District 


Council has refused permission to a private company to carry out 
an eleotric supply scheme, and has decided to call in a consulting 
engineer with a view to adopting a municipal scheme. 


Callompton. — Euxcraiciry Surety BOHEME. — А 


meeting of residents has adopted an electric light and power 
scheme for the town, the capital for which is estimated at 410,000. 


. The use of overhead wires is proposed. 


Dartford.—PLaANT  ExTENSION.—The Urban District 
Council is recommended to extend the plant at the electricity 
works, including the provision of a rotary converter of approxi- 
mately 700-Kw. capacity, and a boiler. i 


Darwen.— YEAR’s WoRKING.—The profit upon the elec- 
tricity undertaking for the year ended March 31st, 1920, was £1,831, 
the largest since the inception of the works 20 years ago. Last 
year there was а loss of £1,140. The success is chiefly due to the 


economy effected in fuel consumption, which has been decreased by 


20 per cent. per unit generated. 


Dominican Republic.—H YpDRo-ELEOTRIO PLANT.—The 
Compania Anonima Dominicana de Agua, Luz, y Fuerza Motriz of 
Santiago, Dominican Republic, will begin work at once upon the 


-oonstruotion of a hydro-electric plant on the Jiminoa river in the 


mountainous interior of the Province of La Vega. The location 
chosen is about 26 miles south of the nearest railway station, La 
Vega. There is a rough trail from that city to Jarabacoa, but a 
road will have to be built to cover the rest of the distance. 
Because of the difficulty of transporting heavy machinery over 
this rough trail, only a 1,000-H.P. power plant will be installed at 
first, the intention being to build a light electric tramway from La 
Vega to the company’s property before proceeding to install the 
larger plant, which will then supply light and power to La Vega, 
Saloedo, San Francisco de Macoris, Moon, and other small towns in 
the Cibao, as well as to Santiago and Puerto Plata, which are now 
supplied by the company’s plant at Puerto Plata.— Commerce 
Reports. - 

Dover.—Loan.—The Town Council has applied for a 


loan of £1,000 for cables, &c., for the new housing site. | 


Dubiin.—lssuE or Stock.—At a recent meeting of the 
Corporation, a resolution was adopted to issue City Stock to the 
value of £27,500, the proceeds to be devoted to the extension of 
the electricity supply undertaking. 


Exeter.—Nxw Puiant.—The difficulty of obtaining 
plant within a reasonable time has prompted the City Counoil 
to look well ahead in order to be able to meet future requirements, 
and the approval of the Electricity Commissioners to the purchase 
of additional turbo-alternators is being sought. 


Fintona (Co. Tyrone). — Pusiic LiomriNG. — The 
County Council has given the new Electric Lighting Co. permission 
to erect the poles and lines neeessary for public lighting. 


Kendal.— NEW  ScHEME.—It was stated at a Council 
meeting on May 6th, during a discussion on the new electricity 
scheme, that the cost would be from £8,000 to £10,000. The Elec- 
tricity Committee recommended that Major Milnes, electrical 
engineer at Lancaster, be requested to prepare a report on the 
developmént of the existing electricity undertaking so as to meet 
prospective needs. It was decided to adopt the recommendation 
subject to the Electricity Commissioners’ approval. | 


Kirkcaldy.—SaLE or UNDERTAKING.—As the Elec- 
tricity Commissioners will not sanction extensions to the Town 
Council's power station, it has been decided to sell the whole of the 
undertaking to the Fife E.P. Co., a course which has received the 
Commissioners' approval. | 


Liverpool.—HousE LiaHtTina.—It has been decided to 
extend the electric mains in connection with the Housing Com- 
mittee's schemes at a cost of £45,000. This includes the electric 
lighting of artisans’ dwellings in course of erection. 


London.—Sr. MARYLEBONE.—The Borough Council has 
notified consumers that a rebate of 124 per cent. will be made on 
al charges for the March quarter. This includes the allowance 
made in respect of the reduction in the price of coal, which will 
remain in force until the Coal Prices Order is revoked. 

The Borough Council has offered to give a bulk supply to 
Hampstead Borough Oouncil at the rate of £3 per Kw. of 
maximum demand plus ‘7d. per unit (with fuel averaging 25s. 
per ton) plus ‘015d. per unit for each increase of 6d. per ton in 
the price of ooal. The Electricity Commissioners have approved 
this, and the Hampstead Council is negotiating for & supply of 
1,500 KW. | 

. LoANS.—The Finance Committee of the L. C. C. recommends 
sanction of the following loans ;—Hackney Borough Council. 
211,500, for the purchase of motor converters, and Hammersmith 
Borough Council, £11,860, to defray the borough’s share of the 
cost of linking-up with the Battersea and Fulham undertakings. 


Mid-Lancashire. — ELECTRICITY District. — A joint 
gathering at Preston having discussed the delimitation of an area 
under the new Electricity Act, passed a resolution that it was desirable 
to define & separate eleotricity district of Mid-Lancashire, including 
the areas of the following authorities :—Aocrington, Bacup, Black- 
burn, Blackpool, Burnley, Colne, Darwen, Haslingden, Nelson, 
Preston, Rawtenstall, Brierfield, Fleetwood, Lytham, St. Annes, 
and Whitworth. | 
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i ~Portrash;—Loan.—On -the recommendation of Mr. W. 

~;Pleasanoe, consulting enginser, the Urban Counoil hasdecided toapply 
For. a further loan of £1,000, to cover the cost of building the elec- 
tricity generating station, making the total loan for the electric 
lighting scheme £16,000. 


"-#onbridge,—CasLe ExTENBIONS.— The Urban District 
~ Councilis to apply for a loan for cables, and the supply is to be 
extended to Barden Park, at an estimated cost of £1,800. 
Hovsine SCHEME.—Building has begun on the 500 houses to 
be provided under the local housing scheme. Eleotrio light as well 
as gas will be available in the houses. m 


„ Sévera Valley.— EnEcTrRIoITY DisTRIOT.—W ith reference 
to our last week's note under the above heading, the new electricity 
district proposed to be established by the Electricity Commissioners, 
is to include the cities and counties of Bristol and Bath, and parts 
of the counties of Gloucester, Worcester, Somerset, Wilts, Mon- 
mouth, and. Hereford. Objections or representations may be made 
on account of the inclusion of ару area in, or the exclusion of any 
.area from, the district so provisionally determined and all such 
object ions or representations must be made in writing addressed to 
the Secretery, Electricity Commission, Gwydyr House, Whitehall, 
London, S. W. 1, stating the grounds upon which the objections or 
representations are made, and must reach the said offices not later 
than July 31st, 1920. It being apparent to the Electricity Com- 
missioners that the existing organisation for the supply of elec- 
tricity in the district so provisionally determined should be 
improved, notice is given in the London Gazette, May 4th, that they 
intend to hold a local inquiry into the matter, and any authorised 
undertakers.as defined in the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, any 
County Council or District Council, and railway company using or 


proposing to use electricity for traction purposes, any large con- - 


sumer of electricity and any association or body directly concerned 
with the production or use of electrical energy within the district 
may before July 31st, 1920, submit in writing a scheme for 
effecting such improvement in organisation, including the forma- 
tion of a joint electricity authority for the district, and any 
proposals for altering or adjusting the boundaries of the district во 
provisionally determined. | 


Shipley.—Braprorp’s THANKS.—The District Council 
hag received from the Bradford Corporation thanks for its ready 
co-operation in taking over portions of the Corporation electricity 
load in the emergency caused by breakdown of plant in October, 
1919. | 


Swansea.— Mains ExTensions.—In accordance with the 
recommendations of the electrical engineer, the Council is to carry 
out extensions to the public supply mains, at a cost of £5,000, and 
to lay a private main, costing £3,000, to a local brickworks and 
laundry.. 


- Tarton.— EXTENSIONS.— Extensive alterations and exten- 
sions in the electrical services are contemplated. The scheme pro- 
vides for four distinct areas—Bradshaw, Egerton, Horrobin and 
Edg worth, and each undertaking, whilst complete in itself, will be 
linked up with the other districts. The chairman of the Electricity 
Committee states that if the scheme is carried out, it will enable 
every part of the area to be supplied with the exception of 
Belmont and Entwistle. 
Bradshaw. A sum of £17,855 will be necessary to carry out the 
work, and sanction is being sought for the borrowing of £20,000. 


Twickeaham.—MaxiMvx Prick OrpER.—<An order has 
been issued fixing the maximum price for electricity supplied by the 
Twickenham and Teddington Electric Supply Co. at 10d. per unit, 
as from December 31st last. . 


^ Wrexham,— ExTENSIONS.— The Town Council has applied 
for a loan of £17,260 fora boiler, stoker, economisers, water softener, 
‘buildings, £c., and has sealed an agreement with the Bernard 

Oppenheimer Diamond Works, Ltd., for a supply of energy to ita 
works at Acton, the cable to be used for other supplies at, Acton. 


Wallasey.—EXTENSIONS.—The Corporation is about to 
enter into contracta for the work of extending the electricity 
undertaking. The cost is estimated at £76,240, As an indication 
of the need for extension it is stated that the number of consumers 
haa increased from 5,217 a year ago to 5,584, and the number of 
units generated has increased from 669,989 to 874,095. The question 
of supplying electricity to Birkenhead is also being considered. 


. Wimbledon.—LoAN.—The Town Council has applied for 


a loan of £40,000 for new steam-raising plant for the electricity 
works. i 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES.. 


Bury,—ExrLovEs' WaGes.—It having been reported 
to the Tramways Committee that the Tramway Industrial Council 
had agreed to the inoreasing of the Manchester and Salford 
employós' basic rates by Id. per hour, the Committee has decided to 
prepare a case to be submitted to the Industrial Council, showing 
that Bury cannot afford to grant such an increase to its tramway 
workers. 

YEARS WORKING.—The profit upon the undertaking for the 
past year, £5,376, is to be transferred to the reserve fund, and it is 
stated that this is the first period in which the system has failed to 
contribute to the relief of the ratea, 


by the strikers.— The Times. 3 


A sub-station will have to be erected at . 
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Bristol.—Fare Incenast.—It’ is announced ‘that the 
directors of the Bristol Tramways Оо. intend to incresse all ferts 


on the system by at least 50 per cent. above the pre-war rates. Ў 


Canada.— Tramway Sraixe.—London (Ontario) tram- 
ways, of wnich the staff is on strike, are being run by the Pre- 
vincial Railway and Municipal Board, whieh is inquiring into the 
tramway company’s ability to pay the increased wages demanded 


Croydon.—Fanz IwoRmaASE.— Tramway fares, which 
were originally ld., are to be increased to 3d. T M : : 
Continental. — AUSTRIA. — In connection with - the 
impending electrification of the Arlberg Railway, the State 


Railway Administration proposes to electrify the Innsbruck - 
Landeck section.— Economic Review. Е UN DD LK ON 


Darlingtou,—TRANSPORT EXTENSIONS.—À. report mpon 


. the proposed extension of passenger transport to the Brimkburn 


Road district, has been presented to tlie Electricity and Light 
Railways Committee by the manager. A single line tramway 
track is estimated to cost about £17,000 per mile, overhead equip- 
ment £2,400 per mile, and a feeder cable 4700. The cost of a 
single-line track from Greenbank Road corner to the N. E. R. offices 
ria Greenbank Road, Hollyhurst Road, and Major Street, would be 
£19,000 ; тта Salisbury Terrace and Wilson Street, #20,950; from 
Northgate, ria Hopetown Lane and Brinkburn Road, £16,050. 
Two new double-deck cars would cost £2,760 eách, but further 
expense under this head might be obviated if a 12 minutes’ car 
service were introduced. A double-deck bus capable of holding 46 
passengers would cost £1,920. The comparative total charges per 
car-mile are estimated as follows :—QGreenbank Road route: 
Tramway, 22:8d. ; railless cars (double deck), 21'2d. ; buses (double 
deck), 29'3d. The respective charges for the Salisbury Terrace 
route would be 23d., 21°2d., and 29°3d. ; and for the Hopetown Lane 
route, 21°7d., 21˙1d., 29'3d. “ую үсе т ME COENA | 


"”огћат, —Рворовер TRAMWAY.—At a meeting of Dur- 
ham County Council, on May 5th, it was agreed that it was desirable 
to apply for powers to construct either a tramway ora light railway 
from the terminus of the Gateshead Co.’s system at: Low Fell to 
Chester-le-Street ; the surveyor was instructed to prepare a report 
on the matter, and the Parliamentary Committee to consider the 
question of promoting a Bill for the purpose. | 


Johannesburd.—TRAMwAY STRIKE.—On May. 6th the 
tramway employés suddenly ceased work owing to the suspension 
of a conductor. . | | E | 


Maidstone. — Ex-SERVICE MEN as CONDUCTORS. — 
The Corporation l has decided to employ a number of ex-Service 
men in place of women conductors on the borough tramway- 
cars. It is understood that the whole of the women will be 
gradually discharged in favour of partially disabled men— 
The Times. | ' 


London.—TRAILER Cars.—The London County Council 
has secured the approval of the Ministry of Transport to : 
temporary extension in the use of trailer cars which were intro 
duced during the war. | = 

L.C.C. FARE CONCESSION.—On May 10th the scheme of charging 
a maximum fare of 2d. between the hours of 10 am. and 4 p.m, 
which has been in operation on the L.C.C. system south of the 
Thames since April 19th, was extended to the north of the river. 

New ELECTRIO RAILWAY STOCK.—The Metropolitan Railway 
Co. is expecting new electrical stock shortly. The electrie loco: 
motives now in use to haul steam stock over the electrified lines 
are to be re-equipped во as to have a capacity of 1,200 H. P., instead 
of 800 H. P. i е, 

In 1913 the number of passengers carried by the London and 
South-Western Railway Co. in the area it has since converted to 
electric traction was 25 millions. The number fell in 1918 to 
23 millions, but in 1919 it rose to 48 millions, an increase of 70,000 
per day, as compared with 1915. The extension of the alectrifica- 
tion to Guildford, ria Leatherhead and Cobham, is contemplated. 

ACCIDENTS.—On Wednesday afternoon last week all the electric 
train service to the Thames Valley was held np owing to the 
derailment of an electric train at Waterloo Station. A Bakerloo 
train caught fire on Friday evening last week; the electricity 
aupply was cut off, and all the passengers were got out of the train 
safely. 8 Ns 

Ovi to the fusing of а cable at the Lota Road power station 
on May 9th electric trains were brought to a standstill for half an 
hour. сй 


Merthyr Tydfil. — ELECTRIC VEHICLE. — The Town 
Council has applied for a loan of £1,310 for the purchase of sn 
electric vehicle. : ; | | 


Nelson.— FARE INcREASE.—Tramway fares are shortly 
to be increased, and it is understood all Id. fares are to be 
abolished. HE: 


St. Anges, — TRaMwAY PuRCHASE.—It is stated that the 
Bill being promoted in connection with the purchase of the Black- 
pool, St. Annes, and Lytham Tramway Co.'s undertaking by the 
Council will soon be passed. The purchase price is to be & 135.000, 
and the system will change hands on November Ist next; 25 per 
cent. of the profits earned in the Lytham area is to be paid to the 
Lytham Council, | О . 
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mue £6, 787, ва. compared with à net pes of: 26.0611 
| ‘Times. d oe. 


TN In the Tramway Industry. — The Joint ‘Industrial 
бошї for the Tranrway Industry for Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and 
“Мон: Derbyshire, at Leeds last week, made the following recóm- 
‘mendations to the National Council. The- ares is divided into four 
groupe Group: number one embraces Huddersfield, Bradford and 
Hull, in which the rates of pay are to be increased: by. Id. per hour; 
group two, Sheffield and Leeds, tnorease $d. per hour; group three, 
Halifax, Doncaster, Chesterfield, Lincoln, York. and Barnsley, 
increase jd. per hour; group four, Wakefield, Heavy Woollen Dis- 
triot, сако, Rotherham, Mexboro', Dewsbury, Ossett and 
Grimaby, по weoommended. The men's representatives on 
the Council are to ask thé National Oouncil for alterations to the 
‘grading system; 1d. pet hour en the basic rate, to make the total 
advance in wages up to 108., including бв. and 1s. granted by the 
чо pal. Council last March, The advances recommended are 

rospeckive ta March 29th. A meeting ` was held to consider the 
empl éa’ claim of а 108. per week increase, the question of settle; 
ment having been referred by the National Council to the areas. 
Alderman erbert Brown, of Leeds, presided over the meeting. 
A complete agreement not being reached, the recominendations of 
both sides were referred back to the National Council, The main 
point of difference between the two sides waa that of differentiation 
between various towns’ undertakings, the employers maintaining 
thateome differentiation was necessary, whereas the men’s "repre- 
sentetives pressed for a flat rate all round. 


York. —PÜRTHER ' FARE INCREASE.—At a’ beset City 
Council meeting it was stated that the increase of all fares by 4d. 


had resulted in a decrease of 1 per cent. in the number of passengers 


and ап inorease of 25 per cent. in the revenue. More revenue was 
still required, and powers were being sought to raise workmen's and 
children's fares, with a minimum of Id. In spite of strong 
opposition by the 5 Committee, owing to the financial loss 
which will be involved, a resolution instructing the Committee to 
institute pénny fares for short stages as a three months’ experi; 
ment was carried. d 
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TELEGRAPH: AND "TELEPHONE NOTES. 


“Australia, — WIRELESS. TELEGBAPHY.—Àt the Associated 
Chambere of Commeroe's recent conference at Sydney, a motion was 
unanimously passed that the Commonwealth Government be 
asked to do ita utmost ‘to have the present Pacific cable duplicated 
et the earliest possible moment, and also arrange for wireless 
communication with : we U.S. A., a. and other parts of the 
world." 

' TELEPHONE BR VERUS Some instruotive figures relating to 
long-distance telephone trunk lines in Australia were also given 
by a delegate at the conference. According to this information 
the cost of upkeep and operation, including interest, for the year 
ending June 30th, 1919, was :—Sydney-Melbourne, - 43, 799; Mel- 
bourne- Adelaide; £1,897. The net profit on the Sydney-Melbourne 
line for the last few years was as follows :—1913, £2,787; 1914, 
$3,041; 1915, 44,283; 1916, £5,873 ; 1917, £7,643 ; 1918, £9 170 ; 
1919, £9, 300. The Adelaide-Melbourne line showed a profit in 
1919 of 23, 535. Last year the Sydney-Melbourne line showed a 
revenue of £12,099 ; in 1918 it was £11,928; and in 1917 £10,358. 
The Adelaide- Melbourne line showed the following revenue :— 
1917, 84,256 ; 1918, £4,706 ; 1919, £5,432. The cost of the lines 
was :~-Sydney-Melbourne, £4 1270; Melbourne-Adelaide, £16,690. 


Belgium. TIR SIGNALS. —M. Bijourdan, a member of 
the Abademy of Science, has been appointed a director of the 
International Science Bureau, foünded at Brussels, which is te 
send time signals all over the world ‘by wireless telegraphy. It is 
reported that efforts are being made to transmit such signals by 
means of musical continuous waves at 200,000 metres wave 
length. The Bureau will ашан the time signals at 10. 30 am. 
and 1l p.m. | 


Cable Delays.—The Financial Times draws attention 
to & curious consequence of the war, namely, that commercial 
houses in England have drifted into the habit of handing in their 
Continental traftio and long-distance cables rather late in the day. 
This habit bas oontinued, although the service is now improved, 
The incidence of traffic as it is to-day is altogether different from 
the incidence of traffic as it was in pre-war days, and it would be 
as well perhaps that commercial firms and houses should realise 
that telegrama handed in in the morning for the Continent or for 
long-distance transmission would now be given а service Lcd 
equal to pre-war times. 


Italy, — WIRELESS .COMMUNICATION.— Wireless commu- 
hication has been established with Germany between stations at San 
Paolo, near Rome, and "Kónigswsterhausen. The service is at 
present only available for an hour at а time. 


London. WIRELESS Press News.—A wireless receiving 
set has been installed in the London office of the Daily Mail. The 
apparatus, which was put into experimental operation on May 10th, 


is of the Marconi valve type, employing &-6-ft. wooden-frame 


aerial, 


— — ; зр — — —— c B6 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. vob 


— . э c V ra 


— —— т eee ee — — — p^—— ee ee nan I 


Sweden. Telephonio commiuntoation has beet ea 
lished between Finland and Sweden, the пе between Tornes ‘and 
aparanda having been ‘oompleted.— Technical, Review,” 


. United: States. — CABLE -Rates.—The. ane Aloe 
cable companies have decided that the rates from Germany to the 
United States shall be the rates from Havre and Brest, plus the 
charges from Germany to those places. The rates as from London 
have been assimilated. ; 


West Indles.—OABLR COMMUNICATION. able dom- 
munications ere among the subjects discussed at the recent meting 
of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of the West Indies, held 
at Barbados. The existing cable service between Great Britain and 
the West Indies received much adverse criticism. With the 
exception of Jamaica, these Colonies have the moat imperfect tele- 
graphic communication with the Home Country of any British 
possession throughout the world. This is evidenced by the 
fact that messages from British Guiana and Trinidad rargly take 
less than 10 days in reaching London, and frequently take as long 
as three weeks. Further, when they ‘do arrive, they are so muti- 
lated as to be frequently undecipherable. The conferenoe proposed 
as a remedy that an all-red cable route should be provided, and 
&greed that the Law Officers of the Crown should be aaked 
whether the present broken state of the cables had not provided 
sufficient cause for a termination of the existing agreement 
between the тшда Government and the Weat аА and anama 
Telegraph Co. E 
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. CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the а 
the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in malos 
. Хонов" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia. — MELBOURNE.— May 81st. Victorian Bail 
ways Department, Four 4,500-KW., 1,500-volt traction ooivertet 
seta, and eight 1,000-k w., 1, 500-volt ditto; (April 30th.) 

. BYDNEY. — August 4th. N. S. W. Government Railways and 
Tramways. Two 1,000-Kw. sub-station units. Chief Eleotrt 
Engineer, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney. | 

: July 18th. City Council. Maximum demand indicators. Electric 
Lighting Department, Town Hall, Sydney. 

PrRTH.— July 14th.. P. M. G. s Department. Telegraph: and 
telephone instruments (various parts). Schedule 674. а 

June 161. P. M. G. a Department. Telegraph aud 5 
instruments (various parte). Schedule 680. (See this issue.) 


Barnes.—June 7th. Urban District Council Electricity 
Department. Coal-handling plant and overhead steel or ferro- 
concrete bunkers. (See this issue.) | 


Beilast.—May 19th. Electricity Department. Coal- 
panting plant. (May 7th.) 


Dundee. May 21st. Electricity Department. Excavations 
and reinforced concrete foundations and extensions to Osrolina 
Port generating station. Mr. H. Richardson, M. Inst. E E., ‘General 
Manager and Engineer, Electricity Department, Dundee. 727 


Glasgow.— May 21st. Electricity Department. Cables 
(small india-rubber cables and flexibles), meters, and. arc lamp 
carbons, for 12 months. (See this issue.) P 


Lincoin,.—May 24th. Electricity Department. Coal- 
handling plant. (April 23rd.) 
` May 15th. Electricity Department. New ог second:band türbo- 
alternator, 1,000 to 2,000 E. v. A., 6,600 or 3,300 v., 50 periods, oom- 
plete with condenser and all accessories. (May 7th.) 


Leeds.— June 14th. Electricity Department, 12, 000. Kw. 
steam turbine, alternator and condensing plant. (See this iasué.). ' 


London.—HaAcKNEY.—June 9th. Electricity Department, 
Four water-tube boilers, each 33,000 Jb. per hour capacity, with s 
heaters, mechanical stokers, &c. ; four induced-draught plants ; four 
fuel économiisers ; one 10, 000-Kw; turbo-alternator and exciter, with 
ventilating fan and air filter or cooler; one surface condensing 
plant; two circulating water motor-driven pumps; E. H. r. switch- 
gear; two 20,000-KW, coupler panels; one 10,000-kw. generator 
panel; six 2,000-Kw. and one 4,000-Kw. feeder. panels, (May 7th.) 


Manchester.—June 7th. Electricity Department. Main 
and auxiliary switchgear ; Section A, 83,000-volt and 6. 000-уо16 
main switchgear ; Section В, pressure-testing switchgear ; Section С, 
420-volt А.С. auxiliary awitchgear ; Section D, 240-volt DA. auxiliary 
switchgear. (April 30th.) 
` May 19th. Electricity Committee. Cable supplies and cable 
laying work (33,000 v.). Mr. F. L. Hughes, . кыч 
Department, Town Hall. E 


New Zealand. — WELLINGTON. —June 30th. Tender Board, 
Public Works. Electrical equipment for the Arthur's Pass section 
of the Midland Railway. Particulars from the Department of 

„ Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, Е.С. 

AUCKLAND. September let, Harbour Board. For the aupply of 
electric capstans and spares.  Meears. W. & A. MoArthur, Ltd., 
18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London, E.C. 2. 


South Africa —MossEL Bay,—Electric lightirg equip- 
ment, (See this column, April 2314) =. - - үк aes 
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. .Sweden.—H.M. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. 8. E. Kay) 
reports that the Harbour Authorities at a Swedish port are now in 
the market for four electric oranes, of 24 tons and 4 tons lifting 
oapacity. Those at present used at the Harbour are of German 
manufacture, Further particulars on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade in London. 


CLOSED. 


Aberdeen.— Electricity Committee :— 
One 800-1b. pressure boiler, 24,905. — Babcock & Wiloox, Ltd. 


Barrow.—Electricity Committee. Accepted: 


Engine oils.—Vacuum Oil Co., Ltd. 

Copper wire.—B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd. 

Joint boxes.—W. T. Henley's Teleg. Works Co., Ltd. 

Electricity meters.—Chamberlain & Hookham, Ltd. 

Prepayment meters.—Ferranti, Ltd. 

Hall-watt lamps.—W. R. Thornton & Sons, Ltd. 

Earthenware pipes ~ Poulton & Co., Ltd. 

Wood casing.—E. Last & Son. 

Bitumen.— Dussek Bitumen Co., Ltd. 

Annual inspection of battery.—Tudor Accumulator Co., Ltd. 
Re-stacking No. 2 cooling tower, £520.—Davenport Engineering Co., Ltd. 
Two 950-xw. motor converters, £4,812.—Bruce Peebles & Co., Ltd. 


Canterbury.— Town Oouncil :— 
Horizontal double-acting geared pump, electrically-driven.—Tangyes, Ltd., 


Doncaster. Town Council :— 
Two turbo-generating sets.—James Howden & Co., £48,543. 


Johaunesburg.— Electricity Committee. In March, 1916, 
the Council accepted the tender of Messrs. Sykes & Co., Ltd., for 
two 3,000-xw. Parsons turbo-generating seta, but owing to war 
oonditions, these could not be supplied. In August, 1919, an offer 
from Messrs. Sykes to supply two 3,000-Kw. Parsons turbo- 
generating sets, at £40,960, was accepted. Since then the demand 
for electricity for tramways, power and lighting, has increased to 
such an extent that the two 3,000-Kw. sets will be insufficient for 
the town's requirements. The Committee, therefore, recommends 
that a 6,000-xw. Parsons set be substituted for the second 3,000-Kw. 
set. This Mesars. Sykes have offered to supply at an extra cost of 
£17,325, and to give delivery only four months later than in the 
€— the second original set. The Council has decided to accept 

offer. 


London.— WIMBLEDON.—Town Council :— 
nee of plant at refuse destructor.—Heenan &-Froude, Ltd., 
. Sr. MARYLEBONE. — Electricity Committee. Recommended. 
lant extension scheme, 1919 :— : 


Four cast-iron chutes for the coal bunkers and stoker hoppers of the two 
, new boilers, £310.—Aiton & Co., Ltd. 


E.H.T. switchgear :— Time for 
| "E delivery. 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 3 mths. 214, 672 
Met. -Vickers Elec. Co., Ltd. 8/9 „, 211.136. 
A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd. (part only „ 89 y .. . £9,6024 
Fergusen, Pailin & Co , Ltd. (recom.) 45 „ . £12,448 


Not complete Plus erection &., and exclusive of L. r. gear 
and selector panels. 

‚ The space available for the accommodation of this gear being 
limited, the Committee considers the tender of Messrs. Ferguson, 
Pailin & Co., Ltd., is most suitable. 

Pneumatic coal-handling plant, £1,500.—H. J. King & Co., Ltd. (recom.). 
recording apparatus, £226 plus £6, for tbe supervision and adjustment 
after erection of the Council's workmen.—Lea Recorder Co. (recom.) 
Cables.—Practically the whole of the K.H.T. and L.T. cables required are 
inoluded in the schedules of the contract of the B. I. & Helsby Cables, 
Ltd., and will be ordered as soon as the market is favourable. 


Motherwell,.—Town Council :— 
оре light installation ; extensions to slaughter house.— The Belmos Co., 


Peterborongh.—Town Council :— 
. Oables.—Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd., £13,750. 
Wakefield.—The Corporation has accepted the tender of 
the Reader Electrical Co., Ltd., at £769, for the electric lighting 
of the Elm Street houses. 


Wrexham.— 


Boiler for the electricity works.—John Thompson (Water-Tube Boilers), 
Ltd., 25,611. y 


FORTHCOMING BVENTS. 


Physical Society of London. — Friday, May lith. At the Imperial 
College of Science, South Kensington. At 5 p.m. Ordinary meeting. 

Electrical Power Engineers’ Association (Derby and District Section).— 
Saturday. May 16th. At the Arcadia Café, High Bridge, Lincoln. At 
8.30 p.m. Open general meeting. 

. Manchester District Section), — Thursday, May 20th. At the 
Milton Hall, Deansgate, Manchester. At 7 p.m. Paper on Sub stations: 
Design and Equipment, by Mr. W. Kidd (resumed discussion). 

Royal Society of Arts.—Wednesday, May 19th. At John Street. Adelphi, 
W. C. At4.80p.m. Paper on Electrical Osmosis,“ by Mr. J. S. Highfield. 

Institution of Electrical Engineers.—' Thursday, May 20th. At the Institu- 
tion of Civil Eogineers, Gt. George Street, S. W. At 5.8) p.m. Annual 
general meeting. 


erred Section), —Friday, May 14th. At King's College, Strand, 


p.m. Annual general meeting. Paper on Electrical Motor 
Control Devices," by Mr. E. G. Humfries. 
British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association.—Thursday, 
May 20th. At the Savoy Hotel. At 7.30 p.m. Annual dinner. 
Royal Institution of Great Britain. — Friday, May 21st. At Albemarle 
Street, W. At 9 p.m. Lecture on The Thermionic Valve in Wireless 
Telegraphy and Telephony,“ by Prof. J. A. Fleming, F. R. S. 


| NOTES = 
Train Fire.—Another ghastly story of a railway smash 


comes from India, where a passenger traia ran into a standing 


goods train near Moradabad. Aocording to The Times report, the 
first three coaches of the express were smashed, and caught fire, 
owing to the bursting of a gas tank, The carriages were, unfortu- 
nately, overcrowded with passengers. The train contained three 
Hindu marriage parties, only three members of which escaped 
death, and out of 50 Gurkha soldiers all except four were either 
killed outright or burnt to death. There were also many women 
and children, of whom only a few remain alive. . Ап eye 
witness gives a heartrending account of the sufferings of pas- 
sengers. The number of killed is given as 150, while 57 were 
injured. 

Is it not high time that the dangerous practice of installing gas 
tanks on railway trains was prohibited ? | 


Electricity Supply Rifle League. The following are the 


results to the end of April,.1920 :—City Co., 563 Hampstead, 524 ; 


Metropolitan, 569—Poplar, 467; Metropolitan, 572—Shoreditch, 
564; Central, 566—Shoreditch, 577; Central, 574—Poplar, 514; 
Central, 567—City Co., 559; Metropolitan, 569—St. James's, 545 ; 
Poplar, 534—8t. James's. 532; City Co., 568—Hackney, 528; 
Metropolitan, 568—Hampstead, 512; Shoreditch, 571—St. James's, 
531; Shoreditch, 574—Poplar, 523; Hackney, 538—Hampetead, 
526; Hackney, 661—8. James's, 512. - 


гез———, 
Against. Points. 


— Shot. Won. Lost. For, 
Metropolitan 4 4 0 2,278 2,088 8 
Shoreditch 4 3 1 2,286 2,192 6 
Central ... 3 2 1 1,707 1,650 4 
City Co. . 3 2 1 1,685 1,619 4 
Hackney... es 3 2 1 1,617 1,601 4 
Poplar 4 1 3 2,038 2,249 2 
St. James's 4 0 4 2,120 2,225 0 
Hampstead we 3 0 8 1,562 1,669 0 
Brompton ‘ 0 0 0 


& — — 0 

Pony Electrocuted.— Under this heading, the Daily 
News recently gave particulars of an unusual accident. A 
Taunton chimney-sweep drew up his pony and trap at an electric 
light standard, and tied up the pony by means of a light chain 
from the bit to the standard. As he was unloading the trap. the 
pony suddenly fell down dead, and the reason was discovered later 
to be a rather large leakage current. 


The Technical Training of Disabled. Men. The first 
meeting of the Bradford Local Technical Advisory Committee for 
Training Disabled Ex-Service Men (Electricity, Power and Light), 
was held privately on May 4th. Messrs. L. Jessop, H. Collinson, 
and J. W. Dawson (vice, Mr. R. H. Wilkinson, tramway manager), 
represented employers ; Messrs. J. Carter, F. Clarke, and F. Thomp- 
son represented the workpeople. Prof. W. M. Gardner, M. So., 
Principal of the Bradford Technical College, Mr. W. H. N. James: 
A R. O. S., A. M. I. E. E., chief of the Electrical Department of the 
Technical College, and Mr. M. R. Hodgson, chief technical officer, 
Leeds, North of England Divisicn, Industrial Training, were 
present as consultative members, and the officials were Mr. W. Н. 
Leach, Secretary of the Bradford Employment Exchange, and 
Mr. J. W. Sullivan, clerk to the Employment Exchange. 

Mr. Hodgson opened the meeting and outlined the functions and 
aims of the Committee, stating that they were responsible for the 
admission of suitable men, for the supervision of the training, and 
for placing the men in employment after training. He said the 
equipment of the Bradford Technical College, after some little 
structural alteration, would be eminently suitable for the work. 
The scheme of the local education authorities, slightly revised, had 
been accepted by the Ministry of Labour, and would be put into 
operation as soon as the additional equipment was installed. It 
was intended to extend the training accommodation by vacating a 
portion of the college occupied by an engineering class, trans- 
ferring that class to temporary premises. an 

The members present commented favourably on the fact that the 
school would be entirely under the supervision of the local educa- 
tion authority, rather than the Ministry of Labour, feeling that 
local control would be conducive to greater efficiency than Govern- 
ment control It was remarked, with gratification, that when the 
new equipment was finished with—when the supply of trainees 
was exhausted—it would become the property of the Technical 
College for ordinary electrical training purposes. The Govern- 
ment grants would be £951 for equipment, £65 for loose tools, and 
£8 for wiremen's tools. 

Mr. L. Jessop (Jessop & Boydell, Ltd., electrical contractors), 
was elected chairman of the Committee ; Mr. J. Carter (E.T.U.), 
vice-chairman, and Mr. W. H. Leach (Secretary of the Employment 
Exchange), secretary. 

In discussion on the proposed scheme, Mr. Clarke assured the 
meeting that the Electrical Trades Union would facilitate in every 
possible way the training of suitable disabled ex-Service men. 
They realised that the trade was capable of absorbing a considerable 
amount of additional skilled labour, and the scheme would provide 
this, while ensuring employment for the disab'ed men. 

It was stated that it was intended ultimately to include training 
in all phases of industrial electrical work, but for the present the 
course would have to be confined to training men for the electrical 
contracting trade and as dynamo sub-station and switchboard 
attendants. It will be gratifying news to disabled men wishful of 
undergoing the training, that the scheme is really coming to 
fruition. It was announced that the scheme at Bradford is, for the 
time being, at any rate, to cater for the whole of Yorkshire, except 
Sheffield. : 
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Appointments Vacant. Tracing clerk (female) for the 
Newport Borough Electricity and Tramways Department; two 
assistant lecturers and demonstrators in electrical engineering 
(£315, rising to £440) for the Battersea Polytechnic; charge 
engineer (£316) for the Stalybridge, Hyde, &c., generating station ; 
assistant mains engineer (£4) for the Bridlington Corporation 
Electricity Department ; constructional draughtsman (£325) for 
the Borough of Doncaster Electricity Department; assistant 
power-station engineer (£400 to £500 + £200 to £220) for the 
London County Council Greenwich power station; mains super- 
intendent (8300) for the Weymouth Borough Electricity Works. 
See our advertisement pages to-day. "m 


Electrically-Propelied Tugs.—According tà “ Quex of 
the Érening News, marine motor makers are attempting to displace 
steam as the propelling agent of Thames tug boats, but up to the 
present they have not been altogethersuccessful. With the present 
cost of coal the fact that a motor tug does not consume fuel while 
standing by or waiting for a job is a big consideration. A tug 
always has to be ready to answer an emergency call, which means 
that many tons of coal are consumed without moving the tugs an inch. 
Further, the motor takes up less space than that occupied by the 
steam engine and its attendant boilers. But difficulties are 
encountered in connection with the reversal and speed variation of 
the internal combustion engine, and the eonditions of the river are 
such that the engine-room telegraph is constantly in use. The 
result, says " Quex,” will probably be that the Thames tugs will 
be the first British vessels to adopt the electric drive that is 
increasing in popularity in America. The Diesel engine will then 
work steadily on, generating electricity, while on the bridge the 
skipper will have a switchboard which will permit him to control 
the propelling electric motors at his will. 


Clyde Valley Power Co.'s Extensions.—Since publishing 
our account of recent extensions of the Clyde Valley Co.'s power 
stations, we have received a photograph of the station at Clyde's 
Mill, Cambuslang, which is reproduced herewith. 


people who receive domestic electric lighting service in various 
foreign countries. The estimates include' only that portion of the 
population actually living in electrically-lighted dwellings, and 
have been made after a thorough search through Government con- 
servation and consular reports, census figures, &c. Reliable data in 
several of the larger foreign countries &re not obtainable. 


Dwellers in electrically 
lighted abodes. 
Country. Population. Number, . Per cent. 

Argentina 7,833,000 487,500 56 
Australia 5,792,000 650,500  1)'3 
Belgium ; А 7,571,000 106,000 14 
Chile ... $$ 3,506,500 16400 . 04 
China ... 820,650,000 240,000 0°08 
France В 39,601,500 2,475,000 6˙3 
Holland 6,492,000 22,000 0˙34 
Italy ... ‘ 36,120,000 — 3,874,500 1077 
Japan ... A К 53,697,000 24, 308,500 453 
New Zealand ... Я 1,099,500 157,000 143 
Norway ; 2,391,500 527,000 22˙0 
Portugal : 5,957,000 . 19,500 0 33 
Rumania 1,508,000 56,000 0°76 
Russia. 5 ; 164,737,500 448,500 0°26 
Siam .. 8,309,000 20,500 0°25 
Spain ... 20,356,000 564,500 2°7 
Sweden өз А 5,679,500 946,000 167 
Union of South Africa 6,600,000 216,000 3˙3 
United Kingdom  ... .. 46,089,000 7,791,500 168 


Electric lighting in the homes of the Old World is as yet 
undeveloped; the number of electrically-lighted dwellings in this 
portion of the world should materially increase in the next few 
years. The New World, including in this term Australia, New 
Zealand, and Japan, has adopted domestic electric lighting quite 
generally, although a large proportion of the population of South 
America бап never be considered as potential users of electricity. 
In Sweden the Government, in an effort to atem the tide of migra- 
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CLYDE'S MILL POWER STATION, CAMBUSLANG. 


A Freak Metering Problem.— Under the above title a 
recent issne of Power gives an account of a peculiar instance of 
careless wiring. A two-storey building was originally wired. for 
a three-wire service, the npper floor being fed from one outside 
wire and neutral and the lower part from the other outside wire 
and neutral. The service was changed over to two-wire by con- 
necting up at the entrance and installing a two-wire meter. Then 
the house was divided into two parts, and so it became necessary 
to install two distinct circuits, each with а two-wire meter. The 
tenant of the upper floor was much puzzled to find that month 
after month his account was as large as that of the downstairs 
occupant although the latter had a power load in addition to 
lighting. The supply authorities made tests, and found that the 
meters were in proper working order; but when one month the 
account for the lower part of the house was abnormally large while 
the other tenant's meter showed a zero reading, further investiga- 
tions were made. It was then discovered that the wiring had 
never been changed except at the visible points of the meter- 
board, which left it three-wire and made only two circuits for the 


meters, with the result that the latter were in parallel. When the 


fuse between the line and the upstairs consumer's meter blew out, 
the whole of the load was recorded on the other meter, which 
naturally gave rise to complainta on the part of the oocupant of 
the ground floor. 


A Domestic Electric Service Censns.—In order that a 
More general idea may be obtained of the potential market for 
small household electrical devices throughout the world, a survey 
daa been undertaken by the Electrical World, in which an effort 
has been made to estimate as closely as possible the number of 


tion from the country to the cities and towns, is extending the 
electric transmission systems into the rural districts as fast as 
possible, and the number of electrically-lighted dwellings in that 
country naturally wili materially increase during the next few 
years. Japan appears to lead the foreign-speaking world in the 
percentage of inhabitants in electrically-lighted dwellings. The 
size of the average installation, however, is pitifully small. Only 
22 per cent. of the total number of families supplied are served 
through meters, and the number of lamps they use represents about 
15 per cent. of the total. In China the electrical industry is as yet 
in its infancy ; electric lighting, however, is becoming very popular 
among the better classes in the interior cities. In Argentina there 
are estimated to be more than 350 central stations, but moet of 
these are small. In Buenos Aires, one of the most progressive 
cities of the continent, only about 10 per cent. of the population 
are active consumers of electricity, or about 160,000. Australia 
has a large percentage of people who can afford to live well, and 
there is no real poverty such as exists in other countries of the 
world. The proportion of the population using domestic electrio 
service will probably increase materially as the advantage of this 
system of illumination is better appreciated. 


Fatality.—A foreman fitter at the Luton Corporation 
electricity works, Thomas Roebuck, 36, met with a terrible death 
on Monday. He entered, on Sunday, & large steam boiler, which 
had been allowed to cool down, in order to remedy А leakage. 
While inside the boiler, he gave instructions for a valve to be 
opened to drain off some water. By some mishap, the wrong valve 
was opened, allowing steam to enter the boiler, and Roebuck was 
terribly scalded, and died tn Hospital oh Monday. О 
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A Liverpool Charge,—J. E. Pugh, butcher, was fined 
Rö and ve guindas costs on а chargé of having fraudulently con- 
omined electricity to the va'ue of £1. the property of the Liverpool 
Corporation. According to a provincial paper the meter had been 


moved from the shop before defendant commenced business there, 


Sut certain fittings remained, and it was alleged that at his insti- 
gation а conection’ with the main had been effected. When the 
Цара were found on in the daytime, he explained that he had not 
got a meter, and was only testing the light, On his behalf it was 
ufgéd that he had not acted fraudulently. ИР 
Edacational.—Mancuester University.—In connection 
With the publicity campaign now in progress. by means of which 
it is:hoped to place the University on a sound financial footing. the 
Manchester. Guardian has. published an eight-page supplement, 
illustrated by. drawings. and photographs of tbe University. and 
containing & number of interesting articles. Viscount Bryce, O. M., 
contributes. reminiscences of the early days of the University, and 
" Seventy Years of Progress gives an outline of its history since 
its inatitution in 1851. Two fne illustrations of the Whitworth 
Hall are given. dE. Р je | 

Social Fanctiens,— ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS’ ASSOCIA- 
ION. Members of the Bradford Branch of the Association and 
friends held a dinner, oh April 30th, at Bradford, to honour Mr. 
Percy Collinson, their hon. secrétary. who is to take up the presi- 
dendy of the E.C.A. in June, The chair was occupied by Mr. A. 
Smith (Measra. Smith and Croft). and the guests, in addition to Mr. 
Collinson, included Mr. Thomas Roles, M. I. E. E., Bradford city eleo- 
trioál éngineer; Mr. C. E. Allsop, commeroial manager, Bradíord 
electricity department; Mesara. F. Barnett and W. H. Parker, con. 
sumers' department of the Bradford electricity undertaking ; Messrs. 
J. Dyson and L. W. Douthwaite, representing factors and wholesalers ; 
Mr; A. Jowett, district chairman, Electrical Trades Union, and 
chairman, Bradford District Joint Industrial Council; and Mr. 
F. Clarke, district secretary, E. T. U. 

After the honouring of the loyal toast, Мг. L. Jessop (Mesars. 
essop & Boydell) proposed the toast of The Guest of the 
vening." He referred to the valuable work done by Mr. Collinson 

during his 10 years' secretaryship of the Bradford branch. Mr. 
Collinson had been instrumental in preserving harmony between 
the oontractors, the municipal supply officials, the wholesalers, and 
the Trade Union. The members of the Association all regretted 
his having to relinquish active partioipation in business owing to 
ill-health. The toast was drunk with musical honours, and the 


chairman presented to Mr. Collinson a handsome silver cake-dish 


and cake-knife. 

Mr. Collinson, in response, thanked the gathering for their good 
wishes and for the beautiful present. · 

Mr. H. Moss, proposing the toast of The Visitors," said that 
gathering was unique in the history of the electrical trade im 
Bradford. It was the first time members of the trade had met in 
such numbers, and had as their guests representatives of the 
Corporation supply, the wholesale factors, and Trade Union officials. 
With regard to the Trade Union officials, it would cement the 
friendly feeling which had prevailed for some time between the 
workers’ representatives and the employers of labour in the district. 
This had largely come about through the Joint Industrial Council. 

Mr. L. W. Douthwaite, responding. said that at a meeting. the 
previous day, of the Electrica] Wholesalers’ Federation, he had 
been greatly struck to see on how many points the factors" interests 
and aima coincided with those of the N.E.C.T.A. 

Mr. F. Clarke; responding on behalf of the Electrical Trades 
Union,*wished Mr. Collinson a speedy recovery to health and many 
more yéars’ service to the industry. 

Mr. Herbert ‘Collinson, proposing the toast of The Bradford 
Electricity ‘Department and its Engineers," said the trade had 


enjoyed very pleasant relstionships: with the Corporation depart- 


ment. | 

Mr. Thomas Roles, in response, said he was glad the industry waa 
not to lose the services of Mr. Collinson, and he hoped to see, 
during. Mr. Collinson's presidency, closer relationships between the 
supply and the contracting industries, Е 
Mr. С. E. Allsop (commercial manager, Bradford electricity 
department) proposed the toast of The Electrical Contractors’ 
Association,’ and the Chairman suitably responded. 
. An excellent musical programme was provided by professional 
entertainers during the evening. 


- The B.E.A.M.A. Annual Dinner, — The B. E. A. M. A. 
annual dinner—the first since the war—will be held at the Savoy 
Hotel on Thursday next at 7 for 7.30 pm. Lord Ampthill, Presi- 
dent of the Association, will be in the chair, and &mongst the 
speakers are Sir John Snell, Sir O. Ellis, K. C. B., Sir Allan Smith, 
M. P., K.B.E., Rear-Admiral Е. L. Field, C. B., Mr. Roger T. Smith, 
President of the I. E. E., Mr. W. L. Hichens, aud Mr. James 
Swinburne. | 

` "Tramcar Accident.— While a Huddersfield tramcar driver 
waa reversing the trolley pole of his car. another car close behind 
moved, and he was crushed between the two. and had to be taken 
to hospital. William Marslard, the driver of the second car, was 
standing on the road at the time his car began to move, He 
instantly jumped on to the platform, and reversed the car, but 
could not avoid the collision. Norman Davy, conductor of 
Maraland's car, questioned as to how the car came to start without 
the driver, said he heard the sound of a bellas if warning him 
that the car wes about to start, and he released the hand brake. 
Both cars were full of passengers at the time of the collision. 


: ‘Inquiries.—A correspondent wishes to find a college or 


ötker institution where а course in eleotroebemistry ia given. 


The. B. E. A. M. A.: New Members,—We are informed thet 
the following firms have been recently elected members of the British 
Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Association „ 
© Crabtree, J. A., & Ço, Lid. ow. Waal 
Crossley Bros., Et f. IL M MM ON ME Ага 

Crypto Blectrical Co., 34d. . 4 Londoxũ 


Euglish Electrical Go., LLCd ... „ Leondon: 3 
Fielding & Platt, Ltd. ..  .. „„. Gloucester 
Heatley-Gresham Engineering Co., Ltd .. Letchworth 77-7 
F Keighley Gas Eagioe Co., Ltd.  Keighly' © 
| National Gas Engme.Co., Ltd. . Ashton - uuder Dns 
New Switchgear Construction Co., Ltd. . Sutton 
Parsons, О. H., Ltd. „ ee ' Birmingham: 
Parsons Motor Ca., Ltd... .... .. ... So bhamp с С. 
Pearn, Frank, & Co., Ltd. re i oo, oe Manchester 
Premier Gas Engine Co., Ltd. .. e ..  .. Mandiacre | 7” 
‘ Robson, John (Snipley), Ltd. .. .., .. > ..,  "Bhiptey - 
Roy, W. H, &Co. .. Manchester 
Shanks, Alert, & Son, Ltdqeme. р London 
Tok Mfg. Co., Ltd.. - t Londa 
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© INSTITUTION NOTES. 
Association of ‘Engineers-in-Charge.—The thirteenth: saxo 
dinner was held at the Holborn Restaurant, on Saturday latt; Mr. 
Frank Bailey (president) was in the chair, and there was a largi 
attendance of members and guests. Amongst the latter were Dr, 
Maonamara, Mr. G. W. Humphreys, Prof, J. E. Petavel, Mr. R. E 


Ti 


Wilson, О.В.Е., Major E. 8. Saunders, C. B. E., Mr. T. A. Cooper, 


Mr. H. P. Boulnois, Mr. W. C. Clifford Smith, O. B. E., Prof. H. f 
Hele- Shaw, Captain H. Riall Sankey, C. B., and Mr. W. H. Bock: 

After the loyal toasts, Prof. Hele-Shaw, proposing ^ Industry 
and Education,” said that they might congratulate themselves on the 
changed position with regard to technical’ edacation ; now theré 
were abundant facilities, three-quarters of a million students wers 
in training, and large grants were made by the Government. The 
new Education Act was of extraordinarily far-reaching scope; 
education would continue to the age of 18. Youth was the time 
for learning, avd every opportunity must be given to learn. The 
engineer would have a great part to play in the future of the 
country. . 

In reply, Dr. Macnamara said that the layman watched with 
admiration the development of new agencies of communication, 
transport, &0., the fruit of brains superlatively equipped. The 
scientist and the artificer in co-operation wrought miracles, Many 
of the discoveries hastened by the war awaited application to the 
peace needs of the world. Years ago he taught the three B's; 
now the three R's that the country wanted were Research, 
Research, and more Research." As Minister of Labour, he had + 
profound belief in the sound good sense of the British people. 

Proposing “Тһе Association," Mr. Boulnois said that gombine- 
tion was in the air; the Trade Unions apparently got all they 
asked for—by combination. The members of the Association were 
working for the good of mankind, but, in many oa des, their emolu: 
ments were far too small; was it fair that they sheuld go on 


improving themselves for the benefit of their employers without 


adequate reward ? | 
Mr. Bailey replied to the toast, referring to the difficulties under 
which their work had been carried on during recent year, and 
expressing the hope that their efforts would be more suitably 
rewarded, though theirs was not a coercive Association. It was not 
easy nowadays to control labour, but a little sympathy with the 
men in their charge would go a long way. The Association 
been very active during the war; the Metropolitan Munitions 
Committee was formed in 1915, and two of their members (Messrs. 
Strick and McFee) were the first to produce successful 18-pr. 
shells. The chairman of the Association, Mr. J. E. Watkins. and 
the officers. including Mr. W. McLaren, Mr. W. H. Ball. Mr. H. А. 
Murray, and the hon. secretary, Mr. A. E Penn,- had ‘rendered 
invaluable services. He felt sure that goodwill, which was now 
dormant, would be restored in due time. © е, 
Captain Sankey proposed Guests and Friends.“ жой urged thet 
the past-presidents should attend the meetings of the Assoctation, 
forming в link with the senior institutions. Prof. Petsvel replied 
suggesting that the motto of the Association (“ Fides et Justitis ') 
might be freely translated, Loyalty and Fairplay?“ 
Mr. J. E. Watkins (chairman of the Association), proposing Our 
President," expressed their gratitude to Mr. Bailey for his unfailing 
assistance during the past six years. No matter how basy he was- 
and during the war he had shouldered many heavy duties—he a 
always accessible to the officers of the Association. The Mette 
politan Munitions Committee had done splendid work under Mr. 
Bailey, with the assistance of Captain Sankey, Major Conawher,! 
Messra. A. J. Claxton, E. McGegan, and Allcock. Captain Pend 
(secretary) supported the toast in similar terms, pointing out that 
Mr. Bailey was the originator of the Metropolitan Munitions Com 
mittee, backed by Captain Sankey ; for four years he was trustee 
of the Committee, then chairman, and, later, chairman of the Park 


Royal Filling Factory, which employed 8,000 people. The toast 


was accorded musical honours, and Mr. Bailey returned thanks, 
stating that the members of the Munitions Committee had fo 
& most efficient staff, while the London County Oouncil, through 


a 


its Educational Department, had afforded great aasistange. toh 
pics 


Allcock had brought the Perivale factory up to the highest 


of efficiency. ae 
A musical entertainment was provided, and the proceedings N 
very enjoyable. Е Gery fig а Я 
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. Institutífon of ‘Civil Engineers of Ireland The Possibilities 
of Employing Electric Motive Power on Irish Railways was the 
subject of a paper read by Mr. P. A. MoGee, A. C. G. I., ih Dublin, 
last week. Being prédominantly an agrioultural country, Ireland's 
immediate potentiality to do work according to the power-house 
teat was, he said, small. But, with a view to its development, a 
study of her electrical possibilities was being made. With multiple 
unit cars on the railways, the country oould have a much better 
service, at ^ much less coat than at present, whilst eleotrio power 
being available all over the country, oould be utilised in industry 
in almost every direction. - 


South African lustitute. of Engineers. It i is EET in the 
April Journal that as a result of efforts to bring the scientific 
societies of South Africa into closer working, a building is shortly 
being obtained as aCentre. Substantial financial assistance is being 
given by the Transvaal Chamber of Mines, which, in addition to 
loans, has offered, to subscribe 108. for every #1 raised by. the 
societies concerned: - The Johannesburg Club has been purchased 
for the purpose for £22,500, but further additions would bring the 
total пр to £35,000. The chairman of the meeting at which these 
statements were made, stated that the assistance of the Chamber of 
Mines was a fine tribute of appreciation of the work done by the 
scientific and engineering bodies for the industries of thd :oountry, 
and they acoeptéd the gift with great thankfulness and a ршн 
tion of the trast which was imposed upon them. 


South Асай lustitnte of Electrical Engideers.— The March 
Transactions records the formation of а. new class of membership 
to be called the Telegraph Associate, and the award of the Insti. 
tute's epu medal for 1919 to Prof: G. V. Aderidorff for his paper 
entitled Notes on the Applcation of e Condensers to 
Large Power Systems. Mar usus ELE , P 


Iron and Steel institute. —At the annual Convention of the 
Institute in London last week, reviewing ‘the progreas made in 
the ferrous industries during the last 50 years, Dr. J. E. Stead, 
F. R S., President of the Institute, said, in connection with the 
question of recovering the heat from blast-furnace slag, that it 
was & matter worthy of the most serious consideration of engineers. 
Even if only 33 per cent., of the heat were recovered from the 
15 million tons of. slag produced in Great. Britain alone, it would 
represent about 350.000 tons of carbon per annum. 

The enornious rapidity of the development of the electric steel 
атпаса, dating the laat five. years was also referred to by Dr. 
Stead. Before the war only.a few electric furnaces were used in 
connection with the iron and steel industry in Great Britain, but 
soon after 1914 a large number of melting furnaces were erected 
in Sheffield and other parts of the country to deal with the 
enormous mass of abell boringa produced. They had been largely 
used to replace crucible melting, and had come to stay. Immense 
quantities of special alloy ateel were made by their aid. 

Befope che war progress-had been most rapid in Germany, where 
the conditions were particularly suitable. The United States came 
second, with Italy and Fránoe a'so aMesd:of England. Now pro- 
duction in this country was surpassed only by the United States 
and Germany. Germany still held second place, but only because 
most of th atéel there was refined basic Bessemer steel, while 
British furnaces were in practigally all cases melting oold scrap. 
The actual number of furnaces and the power used wae greater than: 
in Germany. By the end of 1918 our annual production had gone 
up from 10,000 tons, which. wag the figure before the war, to about 
180,000 tons, _ During ‘the war this steel was used for making 
bullet-proof plates,’ aeroplanes, motor-cars, Srmour:pleroing. shells, 
and steel helmets. 

The, President awarded the Bessemer Gold Medal for 2920 to 

Harry Brearley (Sheffield). The Council’s report, which was 
approved, stated that: the Prince of Wales had accepted honorary 
membership of the Institute, the total membership of which now 
sibod at 2,181. There was a deficit on the yeer, s working of 81,109, 
~The Timos. 


. Natipnal Asseclation of Pay Electrictans.—A. very 
interesting and inatructive lecture on Wireless Telegraphy was 
given. before & large gathering of members and visitors at St. 
Hride’s Institute, on May 4th, by Mr. Maurice Child. . The subject 
Was dealt with in a clear and interesting manner, illustrated 
by practical demonstrations, Messages were picked up from out- 
sideaources by arrangement with the G. P. o. | 


"ustitution of Electrical Engineers. WESTERN CENTRE. —At thé 
thirty-fifth ordinary general meeting held at Swansea on May 8rd, 
Dr. C. V. Drysdale delivered his Kelvin lecture Modern Marine 
Problems," before a large attendance of members. The chair was 
taken by Mr. A. J. Newman, in the absence of the chairman of the 
Centre, Mr. Arthur Ellis. 


Association’. ot Mining: Electrical "Байнеев. — The eer 
meeting of the Yorkshire Branch took place at Leeds, on May 8th, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. J. W. Mitchell. The following 
gentlemen were elected as officers :— President, Mr. J. W. Har- 
bottle ; vice-presidents, Messrs. J. W. Mitchell and J. R. Lee; hon. 
séóretely and treasurer, Mr. H. Green. During the eventa А, 
discussion ensued on “ Sub- Station Practice.” PEE 


-Tastitute of. Physics.—The need has long been felt fora corporate 
body adalogous to the Institute of Obeniistry, which would repre- 
sent tha profession and strengthen the position of, workers engaged 
in physios, and which would also form a bond between the various 
societies interested. At presens-the physicist is hardly recognised 
as a member of one of the professions, but the vital importance of 
mauy developments of physics during the war and thé certainty of 
its growing importance both in science and industry, are bringing 
about в change in this respect. It is one of the sims of the new 


Íüatttute of Ph yalos to secure н af the position asd wali 
of the phyatcist, and it is felt that suoh ait the pi can only 
obtained by the oo- operative action of рок in the 
country. 

‘The ‘Institute has been founded by the co-operation, in the first: 
instance, of the Faraday Society, the Optical Society, and the 
Physical Society of London, and the first Board is constituted from 
representatives appointed by the Councils of these Societies. Xt, is 
hoped that in the course of time other societies will associ 
themselves with the Institute. Members of the Institute wha who are 
also members of more than one of the co-operating societies will 
obtain a reduction of the subscription to those societies, - 

There will be three classes of members: Ordinary Members, 
Associates (A.InstfP.) and Fellows (F. Inst. P.). Only the two latter 
Glasses, membership of which will require full professional qualifi;, 
cations, will be Corporate members. 

Мы. Institute has already received ponies of support таш 
ing physicists, and the initial ex co ered y' 
gliarantes | fund amounting to over 21 ut IPS оң ы , 

The first President of the Institute is Sir Richard Giasébrook, 
k. C. B., F. R. S.; Sir Robert Hadfield, Bart., F. R. S., is tregsurer, and 
Prof. A. W. Porter, F. R. S., honorary secretary. The otlier mèmberg 
of the board are :—Dr. H. S. Allen, Inst. Comniafider T. V. Baker, 
R. N., Prof. F. J. Cheshire, C. B. E, Dr. R. S. Clay; Mr. W. R. Cooper, 
Prof. W. H. Ecoles, Major E. O. Henrici. Dr. C. H. Lees, F. K. G., 
Mr. C. C. Paterson, 0, B. JE iar E. N. Phillips, Dr. E. H. Rayner, 
Mr, T. Smith, and Mr. В. S. Whipple. 

Mr. F. 8. Spiers, has been appointed Secretary to the Institute, ' 
and further particulars and forms of application for membership 
may be obtained from him at 10, Essex Street, Strand, W. C., 2. 


Ragby Engineering Soclety.— The offices of tau Locle paré. 


been moved to 10, Eiborow Bt eet, кы 


$ Doc » f, «t E Fu ^ > 
‘ Аа . . " 2 


n 
Se ge о” | 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


Ihe Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technwal or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, — ., ` 


When the Leeds City Council, last Week, considered, pro- 
posals for advancing &he salary of Mr, C. N. HEFFORD, bed 
electrical engineer, from £1,260 to £1,500 per annum, an 
a sunilar advance to the gas engineer, the Labour representa- 
tives Во up a hot opposition. The trend of their arguments 
seemed to be that they are now out to oppose. everything. 
that tends to cause further increases in the coet of living, 
direct or indirect. Increases of wages for their own- workers, 
presumably, are not in this category, but advances of salary 
to otiicials apparently are. They suggested that the basic 
standard. of living was now approximately £250 рег year. 
They admitted that men of unusual ability might be entitled 
to two, three, or even four such standards,“ but contended 
that no man was entitled to more than four—that is, £1,Q00 
a year—so they opposed the proposals to 1 increase two salaries 
which are already above five standards.“ Their somewhat, 
novel idea, which they said was likely to become the policy 
of the National Labour Party, was not successful, and the 
increases were adopted by 31 votes to 21. Their attitude re- 
minds us of the famous declaration of Mr. John Burns that 
no man was worth more than £500 per annum, and n own 
personal proof of its inaccuracy. 

Mr. Scorr-TAOOART, lately in йө of the wireless valve 
department of the Edison-Swan Electric Co., Ltd., has 
resigned for the purpose of taking up a more important posi- 
tion with the Radio Communication Co., Ltd: His technical 
services in connection with matters relating to thermionic 
valves will at present be. a the disposal of the. Edison-Swan 
Electric Co. when required. . 

Mr. E. TowNsEND, of the Penzance staff of the Western 
Union Cable Co., who is leaving to join the staff at New’ 
one hag been presented by his colleagues with à gold 
watc 

The Liverpool Corporation has made the following appoint- 
ments: Mr. F. W. T. Turner, mains assistant; Мек 
J. G. Q. Williams, J. A. Phillips, and W. Mayhew, high 
gion inspectors; and G. Preston, assistant inspectot of 12 
stalla tions. . 

The marriage took place on May let of Mr. F. Hime? 
chief electrical engineer at the Winscombe Electrical Works, 
Somerset, and Miss Clara Mitcham. 

The staff and employés of the Stoke-on-Trent Corporation 
electricity department recently presented Mr. and Mrs. S. G. 
Marston with a silver tea set. Mr. Marston is taking up 
the position of distribution engineer with the Sandee 
Corporation electricity department. dad 

Mr. Н. J. Hawkins, of the Karachi Electric ‘Supply. Core 
poration, Ltd., to whose new developments we refer'in our 
** City Notes, to-day, is leaving for England this month. 
While here on leave his address will be 8, Albert Road, 
Brockley, P 4. 0 

Mr. 8, G. RussrLL hag now retired 5 the control. of 
the electrical ae department of the Phosnix Assurance 
Co.. and is retained bv the company for purely consultative 
work. His address wil be as s hitherto, No. 17, Sharhorne 
Lane, King Willam Street, 
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Mr. E. B. HUNTER has been apponted by the directors as 
electrica] engineer to the Phosnix Assurance Co., Ltd., in 
succession to Mr. 8. С. C. Russell. | 

Mr. Н. Brirray, for a number of years electrical engineer- 
surveyor for the Vulcan Boiler & General Insurance Co., at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne and North-East Coast, has joined Messrs. 
J. J. Greenfield & Co., Ltd., of Carliol Square, Newcastle- 
on oe: and he asks for trade catalogues to be sent to him 

re. 


Kettering Urban District Council has increased the salary 


of Mr. C. B. Tort, chief assistant electrical engineer from 
£350 to £400 per year. : 

.Blackpool Tramways and Electricity Committee recom- 
mends that the salaries of the traffic superintendent and the 
tramways engineer be increased from £400 to £500. and 
that of the chief clerk and cashier from £305 to £400 per 
annum. 

Mr. G. F. ScHREIBER has been appointed inspector-general 
of telegraphs and telephones in Egypt, vice Mr. J. S. Liddell, 
appointed Under Secretary of State to the Minister of Com- 
munications. | 

Мт. C. Jermyn Боһр has resigned his seat on the board of 
the British Electric Traction Co., Ltd., and Mr. J. 8. Austen 
hag been elected a director. 


Obituary.—Mr. E. Rutut.—The death occurred last week 
at Guildford, Surrey. of Mr. Edward Bull, who, we are in- 
formed, was the onlv surviving member of the party who 
laid down the first cable across tbe Atlantic, linking up Great 
Britain with the U.S.A. Mr. Bull. who wae over ninetv 
when he died. actually received the first message transmitted 
by cable to this country from America. For many years he 
was gunerintendent of the Eastern Telecrarh Co.'s station 
at Porthcawl, and manv cable operators in this countrv and 
abroad owe much to his efforts in training voung men. 
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NHW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


African Concessions Syndicate (1920). Ltd. (166.966) .— 
Private company. Registered Anril 30th. Canital. 25.000 in 9s. shores. To 
take over the business of The New African Concessions Syndicate. Utd. (in- 
cornorated in 1910). and to carrv on the business of an electric light, heat 


and ‘nower supply company. &c. The first directors are Maior W. A. Wills, 


Cavalry Club, Piccadilly, W.: A. H. D. Cochrane, Rlairfield. Staplehurst. 
Kent (director of Welgedacht Exploration Co.. United African Lands and 
Transvaal Lands Co.): W. Praeger. Buckminster. Grantham (private secre- 
tary to Earl of Pwsart). Secretary: Е. S Briggs. — Solicitors: Coward. 
Hawkslev & Co. 30, Mincing Lane, F.C. Registered office: 10-11, Broad 
Street Avenue. E.C. 


Atlas Welding Co.. Ltd. (11.384).—Private companv. 
Registered in Edinburgh Apri! 30th. Capital, £3.000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of welders, boilermakers, ship repairers. ensineers, electricians, 
&c. The subscribers (each with 900 shares) are: G. G. Musted, 69, Saltown 
Road, Glasgow, engineer and electric welder; A. H. Millen. 1, Melfort 
Avenue, Dumbreck, Glasgow. conctructinnal engineer. The first directors 
are: G. G. Musted and Archibald H. Millen. Oualification. £200. Secretary: 
G. G. Musted. Registered office: 69. Saltown Street, Glasgow. 


Wardley Smith, Ltd. (167,154).— Private company. Re- 
gistered May 5th. Capital, 22.000 in el shares. To take over the busines« 
carried on at Vine Place, Milkstone Road, Rochdale, as Wardlev Smith." 
and to carry on the business of electricians, mechanical engineers and manu- 
facturers, workers and dealers in electricitv, motive power, light and heat. 
switchgear manufacturers. & The first directers are: W. IJ. B. Ward, 5. 
Nicholson Street. Deenlish. Rochdale. electric] engineer; F. Brierley, 89, 
Sootland Road. Rochdale, electrical enuineer: F. Smith, 68, King Street East, 
Rochdale, electrical engineer. Solicitor: J. A. Hadson. The Butts, Rochdale. 


Electrical Industries, Ltd. (167.108).—Private companv.. 


Registered Мау 4th. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. To carry on in the U. K.. 
the Colonies, India and elsewhere the business of manufacturers of electric 
fires, lamps, filaments and radiators of all kinds, stoves. meters, &c. The 
subscribers (each with one share) nre: E Woodroffe, 9-10. Pancras Lane, 
E.C.4, C. A:: T. Scott. 9-10, Pancras Lane, E.C.4, С.А. F. Woodroffe signs as 
director. Solicitor: F. S. Clark, 11, Pancras Lane, F.C. Registered office: 
9-10. Pancras Lane, E.C.4. 


B. I. C. Magnetos, Ltd. (167.032).— Private companv. 
Registered. Mav Srd. Capital. £75.000 in £1 shares. To take over the busi- 
ness of E. I. C. Magnetos. Ltd. (incorporated in 1913). and to carry on the 
business of manufacturers of magnetos and appliances of all kinds for ignition 
or starting in connection with internal combustion engines, &c. The sub- 
scribers (each with one share) are: W. H. Baker, The Elms, West Smeth. 
wick, law clerk; W. A. Shaw, 51, Court Lane, Erdington, Warwickshire. 
clerk. The first directors are to be apnointed bv the «ub«cribers, Secretary: 
E. С. Cole. Solicitor: S. Vernon, 83, Colmore Row, Rirmingham. Registered 
Office: Royal Wellington Works, Sampson Road North, Birmingham. 


Alamo Electric, Ltd. (167,158).—Private company. Re- 
gistered May 6th. Capital. 25,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of dealers in and agents for the sale of the '' Alamo Lighting and Power 
Sets.“ The subscribers (each with one share) are: H. Gaskell, 244. St. James 
Court, S.W.l. engineer; W. M. Carver, Coombe Wevbridge. engineer (both 


directors of Drake & Gorham, Ltd.. and other companies). The first directors. 


are: H. Gaskell and W. M. Carver. Solicitor: G. D. Colclough, 24, Austin 
Friars, E. C. 3. | 


Heves & Co.. Ltd. (167,085).—Private companv. 
tered Mav 4th. Capital, 20.000 in £1 shares. To take over the business of 
an electrical engineer carried on Һу W. A. Heyes at Water Heves Works, 
Waterside, Wigan, Lance, as Heves & Co," The first directors are: W. 
A. Heyes, 28, Marsden Road, Southport: A. V Heves, 26 Morden Road, 


Southport. Secretary: J. C. Muir. Solicitor: T. Wilson, 92, King Street, 


Wigan. Registered office: Waterside, Powell Street, Wigan. 


Garrett. Green & Ca.. Ltd. (166 907).—Private comnanv. 
Registered April 29th. Capital. #4000 in el sharen. To take over the 
business of electrical and mechanical engineers carried on at 199, Derbv Street. 
Burton-on-Trent, hv G. W. Green end k. L. Calder, as Garrett. Green & 
Co." The first directors are: G. W. Green, 16 Grange Street. Burton-on- 
Trent: R. L. Calder. 3, Morr Street, Rurton-on-Trent; G. W. Green, кепт, 
Fiderfield Lodee, Coventry Street. Kiddorminster: W. J. Cadler, 40. Sack. 
ville Street, W. Solicitor: W. Ashford, 55, Great Marlborough Street, W. 
Registered office: 139, Derby Street, Burton-on-Trent. 


Regis- 


British. '* Dynamo,” Ltd. (167,071).—Private company. 
Registered May 4th. Capital, £25,000 in £1 shares (15,000 preference). Te 
carry on the business of electrical and general engineere, manufacturers 
and dealers in electrical and other appliances, &c. The subscribers (each 
with one preference share) are: A. Watt, Morley's Hotel, Trafalgar Square, 
W.C., merchant; L. C. Thornton, 48, Lyncroft Gardens, West Hampstead, 
N.W.6, engineer. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Solicitors : 
Jenkins, Baker and Co., 3, London Wall Buildings, E.C. ; 


Ever-Ready Company (Great Britain), Ltd. (167,171).— 
Registered May 6th. Capital, £500,000 in 41 shares (200,000 7 per cent. 
cumulative participating preference). To carry on the business of electricians, 
electrical engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in electrical appliances, 
apparatus, novelties and specialities, &c., and to enter into an agreement with 
the British Ever-Ready Co., Ltd. The first directors are: C. H. C. Moller, 
100, Cheyne Walk, S.W.; S. Stern, 255, West 84 Street, New York; M. Good- 
fellow, Hillinorbon, Castle Hill, Maidenhead; C. H. Dade, 17, The Avenue. 
Beckenham, Kent; A. H. Sheppard, Wayside, Friern Watch Avenue, N.12 
(all directors of the British Ever. Ready Co., Ltd.). Qualification, £250. 
Solicitors : Courbould-Ellis, Mitchell and Mawby, |, Church Court, Clement's 
Lane, | 


Stanley Gayner & Co., Ltd. (166.855).—Private company. 
Registered April 27th. Capital, £3,000 in 2,500 shares of £1 each and 10,000 
shares of 1s. each. To carry on the business of electrical engineers, motor. 
aeroplane, iron and steel manufacturers, &c. The subscribers (each with one 
share) are: S. Gayner, 132, Claude Road, Cardiff. engineer; E. Pearse, 21. 
Marlborough Road, Cardiff, managing director. The subscribers are to ap- 
point the permanent directors. Registered office: Park, Lane, Queen Street, 
Cardifl. 


MacInnes, Clark & Co., Ltd. (11,166).—Private company. 
Registered in Edinburgh April 26th. Capital, £1,000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of electricians, mechanical, water supply and electrical engi- 
neers, patternmakers, boilermakers, millwrights, plumbers, joiners, &c. 
subscribers (each with one share) are: J. Bruce, 7, Firpark Terrace, Dennis- 
toun, Glasgow (director, Craig & Co.. Ltd.): W. Jack, Mainhirst Cottage, 
Airdrie (director, Craig & Co., Ltd.); D. B. Mungo, 137. West Regent Street, 
Glasgow, solicitor. The first directors are: H. J. Macinnes, 57, Airlie 
Gardens, Hyndland, Glasgow; and W. R. Clark, 2, Hopetoun Place, Town- 
head. Secretary: B. Mungo. Registered office: 18, Holland Street. 
Glasgow. 


Tofield & Robinson, Ltd. (166,892).—Private company. 
Registered April 28th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. . To carry on the busi- 
ness of еси сала, electrical contractors, electrical, mechanical. lighting, motor 
and general engineers, &c. The first directors are: Н. C. Tofield. Mill House, 
Thimble Mill Road, Smethwick: W. T. Hellaby, The Chestnuts, Water Orton, 
Warwick: B. French, 69. Bewdley Hill, Kidderminster, Registered office : 165, 
Edmund Street, Birmingham. 


Watson-Norie, Ltd. (166.962).—Private companv. Regis- 
tered April 30th. Capital, £8,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business 
carried on by R. Norie, R. C. Watson and J. Norie at Back Park Road and 
2, Clyde Street, Wallsend-on-Tyne. Northumberland. as Watson-Norie. and 
to carry on the business of electricians, electrical and structural engineers, &c. 
The subscribers (each with one share) are: R. Norie. 3, Bedford Gardens. 
Monkseaton, electrical engineer; J. Noric. 117, Brighton Road, Gateshead, 
electrical and mechanical engineer: R. C. Watson, 13. Croft Avenue, Wallsend. 
electrical and mechanical engineer. The first directors are not named. 
Solicitor: T. A. B. Forster, Collingwood Street, Newcastie-on-Tyne. Regie- 
tered office: 42, High Street, Wallsend. 


{1 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. | 


Smale & Collins, Ltd.—Further charge on land and here- 
ditaments in Twlss Road and East Street, Hvthe, dated April 26th. 1990 
(supplemental to mortgage dated Abril lst, 1920), to secure £727. Holder: 
Н. n. Smale. 20, Parkhill, Ealing, W. 


Simms Motor Units (1920). Ltd.—Land registry charge 
on certain land and premises in Finchley dated April 30th, 1920. to cure 
24.818 15s. Holder: T. G. Pavne, '' Ingerthorpe.” Great North Road, High- 
gate, N.. also land registry charge on above-mentioned property dated April 
29th. 1920, to secure all moneys due or to become due from company to 
London loint Citv and Midland Bank, Ltd. 


V. G. Middleton & Co., Ltd.—£4,000 debentures autho- 
rises April 29th, 1920, whole amount issued, charged on the companv's under- 


taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. No 
trustees, | | 


Charing Cross, West End and City Electricity Supplv 
Co.. Ltd.—Trust deed dated April 19th. 1920, to secure 
£250,000 6) per cent. 5-vear secured notes. also deed dated April 9th, 1996 
(supplemental to trust deed dated Apri! 30th. 1901, and indentures dated 


September 19th. 1902, and June 17th, 1904). to secure 23.333 further debenture 
stock ranking pari passu with £530,000 debenture stock secured bv trust deede. 


1 deed dated April Ath, 1920 (supplemental to trust deeds dated March Siet. 


1908, nnd December Ath. 1909), to secure 289.264 further debenture stock rank. 
ing pari passu with £650,000 debenture stock secured bv pripcioal dede. 
also deed dated April 10th, 1920 (sunniemental to deeds dated March Slee, 
1908, December 9th. 1909. and April 9th. 1990. securing 2177.786 further de. 
benture stock ranking pari passu with £752.264 debenture stock charged on 
company’s Citv wndertaking and asseta and money belonsing to th» 
undertaking £125,500 4 per cent. and 2295.000 4} per cent. debenture etock. 
and electric undertakings, generating and distributine stations, cable. works 
and other assets. present and future, including uncalled capital. Trustees: 
Law Dehenture Corporation, Ltd. 


Radio Communication Co., Ltd.—Mortgage debenture 
dated April th. 1920, to secure 25,000 and further advances (if anv) un to а 
maximum of 215.000, charged on the comp»nv's property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital. Holdes: Indo-European Telegraph Co., Ltd. 


Dick’s Ashestos Co., Ltd.—Mortgavse dated Apri! 16th. 
1920. to secure all monevea due or to become due from company to Nation- 
Provincial and Union Rank of England, Ltd., charged on certain properties in 
Carning Town and East Ham, 


Dartmoor Electric Supoly Co., Ltd.—T«sue on April 22nd. 


1920 of £150 debentures, part of a series alreadv registered. 


Kartret Engineering Co.. Ltd.—Debenture dated Anri! 
19th. 1990. to secure all monevs due or to become due from enmnany tn 
Barclay's Rank, Ltd.. charged оп the company's undertaking and propert:. 
present and future. Inclu?ing nnceled capital. 


Spensers, ! td. —Particulars of 20.000 debentures autho- 
rised February 17th, 1920, present issue. £16,100, charged on the c*moani '« 


undertaking and property, present and future, including uncalled and unpaid 
capital. No trustees. - 


Kinetic Co., Utd.—T. Rimmington, of 48. Gallowtree 


Fate. Leicester. as Receiver оп Anril 23rd, 1920, under powers contained in 
debenturet dated January 18th, 1910. | к, = 


т 
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Undergronnd Etectric Railway Co. of London, Ltd.— 
Trust deed dated April 8th, 1920, to secure £700,000 ‘‘ three-year notes 
eharged on £681,000 (nominal) London Electric Railway 4 per cent. debenture 
etock, £412,000 (nominal) 4 per cent. etual debenture stock of the City 
and South London Railway Co., £200, (nominal) London Electric Railway 
4 per cent. preference and £10,000 6 per cent. (free i cumulative prefer- 
ence shares of £10 each (fully paid) in the Associated Equipment Co., Ltd. 
Trustees: National Provincial Union Bank of England. 
| Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. 
—Issue on April 13th, 1920, of 225, debenture, part of a series alrcady 
registered. | 

Weldings, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on March 9th, 1920, 
of mortgage debenture dated April 29th, 1919, securing 21,500. 


CITY NOTES. 


| The gross profits for 1919 were £59,825, 
Urban Electric as against 463,890 for 1918. The balance 
Supply Co., Ltd. carried to net profit and loss is £55,604. 

Interest, debenture stock redemption, and 
income tax, absorb £47,998; £3,716 was brought forward; 
£10,000 is put to reserve for depreciation, and £1,322 is to be 
carried forward. In common with other provincial under- 
takings the company has suffered severely during the past 
year from its inability to adjust its charges sufficiently to 
meet the constantly increasing costs of supply, with the result 
that the profits do not admit of the payment of any dividend. 
To overcome this difficulty the directors joined with Edmund- 
sons’ Electricity Corporation in promoting a Bill in the pre- 
sent session of Parliament to enable the company to earn 
a reasonable return on its capital. They regret to report 
that the Bill was rejected by the committee to whom it was 
referred. The directors are, therefore, now endeavouring to 
secure the necessary relief by other means. 


Load in kw. Profits. 
|. 1918. 1919. 1918. 1919. 
Hawick А 3,845 8,815 £8,509 £5,608 
` ftamtord ‘2. Sd vs 1,756 1,824 9,997 2.008 
Weybridge and Walton 8,918 4,170 4,590 4,990 
Godalming .. oe ee 1,986 9,082 2,8892 1,705 
Twickenham and District 10,171 11,416 14,716 11,919 
Dartmouth ... 25 гч ‚070 1,191 607 1,859 
Camborne and Redruth .. 8,396 9,272 8,609 7,758 
Newton Abbot i 23 1,602 1,895 2,932 8,92^ 
Grantham Я 9,070 9,955 8,074 6,995 
Glossop 1,438 1,546 3,470 4,989 
Berwick А $3 > «is 1,161 1,250 479 loss, 750 
Caterham  .. ss 2d es 1,080 1,248 1,066 1.601 
Newbury "s we S BM 1,920 1,459 905 716 
Cornwall Co. NA €: — — 7,200 7,900 
Totals .. ae .. 99.508 48,999 £68,766 459, 784 


Dublin & Lucan Electric Railway Co.— Dividend of 5s. 
per share on 5 per cent. preference shares on account of 
arrears for year ending December, 1919. 


Stock Exchange Notices. — Ihe Committee has specially 

ui ee dealings in the following under Temporary Regulation 
):— 

British Electric Transformer Со., L4d.—137,500 7 per cent. 
cumulative. preference shares of £1 each, fully-paid, Nos. 
325,001 to 462,500; 162.500 ordinary shares of £1 each, fully- 
paid, Nos. 462,501 to 625,000, after issue of letters of accept- 
ance. 7 
Simms Motor Units (1920), Ltd.—30,000 shares of £1 each, 
10s. paid, Nos. 1 to 30,000. 

The committee has ordered the undermentioned to be offi- 
cially quoted: 

Adelaide Electric Supply Co., Ltd. — 250, 000 5 per cent. 
"A" cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully paid 
(Nos. 1 to 250,000). 

British Aluminium Co., T.td.—400.414 ordinary sbares of 
£1 each, fully paid (Nos. 900.691 to 1.301.034). 

London Electric Railwav Co.—159 ordinary shares of £10 
each, fully paid (Nos.. 36,358 to 36,509). 


Londen & Suburban Traction Co., Utd.—The revenue for 
1919 was 237.395, against £46,994 for 1918, plus 47.092 
brought forward. Deducting all expenses chargeable to 
revenue, including debenture and loan interest, and providing 
for the sinking fund charges upon the 5 per cent. debenture 
stock, £1,205 remains to be carried forward. The increased 
costs of working have compelled the associated tramway com- 
panies to deposit Bills in Parliament seeking authoritv to 
jncrease their maximum powers of charre. Lord Ashfield 
has rejoined the board and heen elected chairman. 


Commonwealth Edison Co.—The report for 1919 shows: 
Electric operating revenues, 530.366.428: expenses (including 
amortisation and depreciation. $9.880.954), 819.519.506: net 
electric operating revenues, $10,846,919: uncollectable operat- 
Ing revenne, $119,938: taxes. $9 355.000; municipal compenaa- 
tion, $895.192: net operating income. $7 476,787: other in- 
come, $619.80]: «roe« income, 88.098 589: deductions from 
Hens mcome $950 213. leaving $7.146 375: interest on funded 


debt 83.299 936; dividends paid 88.942.340: balance carried 


to surplua, 5904.798.— Financial Times. 

jue Stonrbridge and District Flectric Tracfion Co., 

T 555 4 per cent, on the ordinarv shares for 1919. 
, to reserve; £2,000 to renewals; £65 carried forward. 


Potteries Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Capital expenditure. 
during 1919, £3,908. Revenue £252,438, or £46,304 more than 
1918. The expenses have increased by £51,590, although many 
repairs and renewals have again been deferred. After deduct- 
ing all expenses, including debenture interest, and £15,000 for: 


renewals, £20,0U0 is put to reserve, 5 per cent. is paid on the’ 


preference shares, and 5 per cent. on the ordinary, leaving 
£12,082 to be carried forward. Owing to repeated wage ad- 
vances and the higher cost of materials, expenses have very. 
largely increased. Gross receipts have also increased by reason 
of higher fares and other causes. '' Wages continue to ad- 
vance, and the raising of additional revenue becomes more 
difficult." The Bill deposited by the Corporation to confirm 


the agreement of sale of the undertaking to the Stoke-on- 
Trent Corporation was withdrawn, as it failed to obtain the | 


necessary approval of the ratepayers. 


Karachi Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—This company 
held an extraordinary meeting at Karachi on April 10th, when 
it was resolved to increase the capital from ten lakhs to 30 
lakhs of rupees. Three lakhs were to be offered to existing 
&hareholders at par. The chairman, Mr. M. de P. Webb 


referred to the prospects ahead, especially with regard to 


demands for energy for industrial purposes. In addition, over 
three hundred applicants for energy for lighting purposes were 
waiting to be connected. 'Three lakhs of rupees were required 
at once to pay for the three new large engines and dynamos, · 
two of which were now on their way from England to 
Karachi. The managing agents have under preparation & 
scheme for a greatly enlarged generating station to be equipped. 
with steam turbo-generator, each of 1,000 kw.—that is, each 
will be larger than the entire capacity of the present plant. 
Industrial enterprises in and around Karachi are expected to 
be greatly stimulated as a result. 


North of Scotland Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.— | 


The result of working during 1919 is satisfactory considering 
the conditions. In Montrose, connections increased from 
1,217 kw. to 1,555 KW.; Brechin from 857 to 908 kw.; Inver- 
ness from 1,996 Kw. to 2,088 Kw.; total 4,551 KW. Gross profit 
£6,409, against £6,644 in 1918. Debenture and loan interest 
£2,615; after writing £71 off suspense account, providing 
£908 for income tax on undivided profits, and including 
£1,214 brought forward, 3 per cent. dividend is to be paid, 
£2,500 put to renewal reserve, and £729 carried forward. The 
death of two directors (Mr. D. S. Campbell and Dr. Valentine 
Stone) occurred during the year; Mr. D. Lackie was co-opted : 
to fill one of the vacancies. 


Northern General Transport Co., Ltd.—The company own. 
the investinents, which cost £438,706, in the Gateshead, Tyne- 
mouth and Jarrow electric tramway .undertakings. . During 
1919 the Gateshead and Jarrow companies made distributions 
to their shareholders from their reserves. The amounts so 
received by this company have been carried to reserve. 
gross traffic receipts of the motor transport undertaking again . 
show an increase due to the larger number of vehicles in ser- 
vice, but costs of operation continue to rise rapidly. There 
has been put to sinking fund £1,260; 6 per cent. preference 


dividend £6,522; 10 per cent. on the ordinary shares £22,711; . 


carried forward £14,010. 23 


Minehead Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Units sold during 
1919 increased by 95.560. Profit on trading after payment of 
debenture interest £956, plus 437 brought forward. After 
paying preference dividend, putting £930 to depreciation and. 
reserve, and paying 5 per cent., free of tax, on the ordinary 
shares, £45 is to be carried forward. The new engine and 


generator ordered in February, 1919, bave only just commenced . 
running. The nominal capital is to be increased to £20,000, |. 
and the existing 800 £10 preference shares are to be converted . 


into 8,000 shares of £1 each. 
Shanghai Electric Construction Co., Ltd.—Supplementing 


our note of last week the profit for 1919 was £154,507, com- . | 


pared with £71,537. Ine 1088 by exchange on subsidiary coin- 
age in 1919 was £52,139, which is equal to 16.29 per cent. on 
the capital of the company. The ratio of depreciation to gross 


takings increased during the year, and still shows an un- 


favourable tendency. The traffic and net receipts for the 
current year continue to be satisfactory. The 15 trailers and. 
seven railless electric cars have not yet been brought into 


service owing to the difficulties and delays incidental to manu- 


facture. 


Indian Electric Supply and Traction Co.. Ltd.—Mr. J. G. | 


The 


B. Stone, presiding at the annual meeting on May 7th, said 


that the year had been one of great difficulty. The position 
had now improved. Units sold had 1 in all depart. 
ments, excepting for special contracts where there was a 
decrease due to the temporary stoppage at some of the mills 
owing to labour unrest. In order to provide an increased 
margin of safety a second-hand 500-kw. set had been secured. 


Very considerable developments in the business were anti- 


cipated. The tramway had been more remunerative than in 
the previous year; nassengers carried and traffic earnings 


had improved, but a heavy expenditure on repairs had had to . 


be met. 


Hnrst, Nelson & Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend of. | 
share (5 per cent., free of tan). nterim dividend of. Is. per 


a 
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Mr. E. В. HUNTER hag been apponted by the directors as 
electrical engineer to the Phæœnix Assurance Co., Ltd., in 
succession to Mr. 8. С. С. Russell. | 

Мг. H. Brirran, for a number of years electrical engineer- 
surveyor for the Vulcan Boiler & General Insurance Co., at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne and North-East Coast, has joined Messrs. 
J. J. Greenfield & Co., Ltd., of Carliol Square, Newcastle- 
oo ne, and he asks for trade catalogues to be sent to him 

re. 


Kettering Urban District Council has increased the ealary. 


of Mr. C. B. Torr, chief assistant electrical engineer from 
£350 to £400 per year. 

Blackpool Tramways and Electricity Committee recom- 
mends that the salaries of the traffic superintendent and the 
tramways engineer be increased from 4400 to £500. and 
that of the chief clerk and cashier from £305 to £400 per 
annum. 

Mr. G. F. ScnHRPIBER has been appointed inspector-general 
of telegraphs and telephones in Egypt, vice Mr. J. S. Liddell, 
appointed Under Secretary of State to the Minister of Com- 
mnications. | 

Мт. О. JERMYN Боһр has resigned his seat on the board of 
the British Electric Traction Co., Ltd., and Mr. J. 8. Austen 
has been elected a director. 


Obituary.—Mn. E. Buu.—The death occurred last week 
at Guildford, Surrey. of Mr. Edward Bull, who, we are in- 
formed, was the onlv surviving member of the party who 
laid down the first cable across tbe Atlantic, linking up Great 
Britain with the U.S.A. Mr. Bull. who waa over ninetv 
when he died. actually received the first message transmitted 
by cable to this country from America. For manv years he 
wae sunerintendent of the Eastern Telecrarh Co.'s station 
at Porthcawl, and manv cable operators in this countrv and 
abroad owe much to his efforts in training voung men. 


€—A—— —— et em асты 


NBW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


African Concessions Syndicate (1920). Ltd. (166.966).— 
Private companv. Registered Aoril rh. Capital. £5.000 in 28. shores. To 
take over the business of The New African Concessions Syndicate. T.td. (in- 
cornorated in 1910), and to carry on the business of an electric light, heat 
and nower supplv company. «с. The first directors are Maior W. A. Wills, 
Cavalry Club, Piccadilly, W.: A. H. D. Cochrane, Rlairfield, Stanlehurst. 
Kent (director of Welgedacht Exploration Co.. United African Lands and 
Transvaal Lands Co.): W. Praeger. Buckminster. Grantham (private secre- 
tary to Earl of Desart). Secretarv: F. S Briggs. Solicitors : Coward. 


Hawkslev & Co. 30. Mincing Lane, F.C. Registered office: 10-11, Broad 
Street Avenue. Е.С. 


Atlas Welding Co.. Ltd. (11.384).—Private companv. 
Registered in Edinburgh Apri! 90th. Capital, £3.000 in £1 shares. To carry 
on the business of welders, boilermakers, ship repairers. engineers, electricians, 
Kc. The subscribers (each with 900 shares) are: G. G. Musted, 2. Saltown 
Road, Glasgow, engineer and electric welder: A. H. Millen. 1, Melfort 
Avenue, Dumbreck, Glasgow. constructional engineer, The first directors 
are: С. G. Musted and Archibald H. Millen. Oualification. 2200. Secretary: 
С. G. Musted. Registered office: 69. Saltown Street, Glasgow. 


Wardley Smith, Ltd. (167,154).— Private company. Re- 
gistered May 5th. Capital, 22.000 in el shares. To take over the bhusinese 
carried on at Vine Place, Milkstone Road, Rochdale, as Wardlev Smith.” 
and to carry on the business of electricians, mechanical engineers and manu- 
facturers, workers and dealers in electricity, motive power, light and heat, 
switchgear manufacturers. & The first directers are: W. I. B. Ward, Л, 
Nicholson Street. Deenlish. Rochdale, electric il engineer: F. Brierley. RA, 
Spotland Road. Rochdale, electrics! engineer: F. Smith, 68, King Street East, 
Rochdale, electrical engineer. Solicitor: T. A. Hadson. The Butts, Rochdale. 


Electrical Industries, Ltd. (167.108).—Private companv.. 


Registered May 4th. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. To carry on in the U. K.. 
the Colonies, India and elsewhere the business of manufacturers of electric 
fires, lamps, filaments and radiators of all kinds, stoves. meters, &c. The 
subscribers (each with one share) sre: E Woodroffe, 9-10. Pancras Lane, 
E.C.4, C.A:; T. Scott, 9-10, Pancras Lane, E.C.4, С.А. F. Woodroffe signs as 
director. Solicitor: F. ©. Clark, 11, Pancras Lane, F.C. Registered office: 
9-10. Pancras Lane, E. C.. 


E. I. C. Magnetos, Ltd. (167.032).— Private companv. 
Registered Mav Srd. Capital. £75.000 in £1 shires To take over the busi- 
ness of E. I. C. Magnetos. Ltd. (incorporated in 1913). and to carry on the 
business of manufacturers of magnetos and appliances of all kinds for ignition 
or starting In connection with internal-combustion engines, &c. The sub- 
scribers (each with one share) are: W. H. Baker. The Elms, West Smeth. 
wick, law clerk; W. A. Shaw, 51, Court Lane. Erdington, Warwickshire, 
clerk. The first directors are to be apnointed Һу the eubccrihers. Secretary: 
E. С. Cole. Solicitor: S. Vernon, R3. Colmere Row, Rirmingham. Registered 
office: Royal Wellington Works, Sampson Road North, Birmingham. 


Alamo Electric, Ltd. (167,158).—Private company. Re- 
gistered May 6th. Capital. 5.000 in £1 «hare«. To carry on the business 
of dealers in and agents for the sale of the “Alamo Lighting and Power 
Sets." The subscribers (each with one share) are: H. Gaskell, 244. St. James 
Court, S. W. I. engineer; W. M. Carver, Coombe Wevbridge. encineer (both 
directors of Drake & Gorham, Ltd.. and ether companies). The first directors 


are: Н. Gaskell and W. M. Carver. Solicitor: G. D. Colclough, 24, Austin 
Friars, E.C.8. 


Heves & Co.. Ltd. (167,085).—Private companv. Regis- 
tered Mav 4th. Capital, £20.000 in £! shares. To take over the business of 
an electrical engineer carried оп Һу W. A. Heves at Water Heves Works, 
Waterside, Wigan, Lancs. as Heves & Co," The first directors are: W. 
A. Heves, 98. Marsden Road. Southport; A. V Heves, 26. Marsden Road, 


Southport. Secretary: J. C. Muir. Solicitor: T. fan. 22, King Street, 


Wivan. Registered office: Waterside, Powell Street, Wigan. 


Garrett. Green & Ca.. Ltd. (166 907).—Private comnanv. 


Registered Apri 29th. Capital, 24,000 in el shares. To take over the 
husiness of electrical and mechanical engineers red on at 199. Derby Street, 
Rurton-on-Trent, bv G W. Green esd R. L. Calder. ne “ Garrett, Green & 
Co." The first directors are: G. W. Green, 16 Grange Street. Burton-on- 
Trent: R. L. Calder. 3, Moor Street. Rurten-on-Trent; G. W. Green, «enr. 
Fiderfield Lodve, Coventry Селе. Kiddormineter: W. J. Cadler, 40, Sack- 
ville Street, W'— Solicitor: M'. Ashford. 55, Great Marlborough Street, W. 
Registered office: 139, Derby Street, Burton-on-Trent, i ' 


British ‘‘ Dynamo," Ltd. (167,071).—Private company. 
Registered May 4th. Capital, £25,000 in £1 shares (15,000 preference). 

carry on the business of electrical and general engineers, manufacturers of 
and dealers in electrical and other appliances, &c.. The subscribers (each 
with one preference share) are: A. Watt, Morley's Hotel, Trafalgar Square, 
W.C., merchant; L. C. Thornton, 48, Lyncroft Gardens, West Hampstead, 
N.W.6, engineer. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Solicitors : 
Jenkins, Baker and Co., 3, London Wall Buildings, E.C. 


Ever-Ready Company (Great Britain), Ltd. (167,171).— 
Registered May 6th. Capital, £500,000 in 21 shares (200,000 7 per cent. 
cumulative participating preference). To carry on the business of electricians, 
electrical engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in electrical appliances, 
apparatus, novelties and specialities, &c., and to enter into an agreement with 
the British Ever-Ready Co., Ltd. The first directors are: C. H. C. Moller, 
100, Cheyne Walk, S.W.; S. Stern, 255, West 84 Street, New York; M. Good- 
fellow, Hillinorbon, Castle Hill, Maidenhead; C. H. Dade, 17, The Avenue, 
Beckenham, Kent; A. H. Sheppard, Wayside, Friern Watch Avenue, N.12 
(all directors of the British Ever-Ready Co., Ltd.) Qualification. £250. 
Solicitors : Courbould-Ellis, Mitchell and Маму, J. Church Court, Clement’s 

пе, 


Stanley Gayner & Co., Ltd. (166.855).—Private company. 
Registered April 27th. Capital, £3,000 in 2,500 shares of £1 cach and 10,000 
shares of 1s. each. To carry on the business of electrical engineers, motor, 
aeroplane, iron and steel manufacturers, &c. The subscribers (each with one 
share) are: S. Gayner, 132, Claude Road, Cardiff. engineer; E. Pearse, 21. 
Marlborough Road, Cardiff, managing director. The subscribers are to ap- 


point the permanent directors. Registered office: Park, Lane, Queen Street. 


Cardiff. 


Macinnes, Clark & Co., Ltd. (11,166).—Private company. 
Registered in Edinburgh April 26th. Capital, 21.000 in El shares. To carry 
on the business of electricians, mechanical, water supply and electrical engi- 
neers, patternmakers, boilermakers, millwrights, plumbers, joiners, &c. The 
subscribers (each with one share) are: J. Bruce, 7, Firpark Terrace, Dennis- 
toun, Glasgow (director, Craig & Co.. Ltd): W. Jack, Mainhirst Cottage, 
Airdrie (director, Craig & Co., Ltd.); D. B. Mungo, 137. West Regent Strect, 
Glasgow, solicitor. The first directors are: H. J. MacInnes, 57, Airlie 
Gardens, Hvndland, Glasgow; and W. R. Clark, 2, Hopetoun Place, Town- 
head. Secretary: D. B. Mungo. Registered office: 18, Holland Street, 
Glasgow. 


Tofield & Robinson, Ltd. (166,892).—Private company. 
Registered April 28th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the busi- 
ness of electricians, electrical contractors, electrical, mechanical, lighting, motor 
and general engineers, &c. The first directors are: H. C. Tofield, Mill House, 
Thimble Mill Road, Smethwick: W. T. Hellabvy, The Chestnuts, Water Orton, 
Warwick; B. French, 69, Bewdley Hill, Kidderminster. Registered office: 165, 
Edmund Street, Birmingham. 


Watson-Norie, Ltd. (166.962).—Private companv. Regis- 
tered April 30th. Capital, £8,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business 
carried on by R. Norie, R. C. Watson and J. Norie at Back Park Road and 
2, Clyde Street, Wallsend-on-Tyne, Northumberland, as “ Watson-Norie,"" and 
to carrv on the business of electricians, electrical and structural engineers, &c. 
The subscribers (each with one share) are: R. Norie, 3, Bedford Gardens. 
Monkseaton, electrical engineer; J. Norie. 117, Brighton Road, Gateshead, 
electrical and mechanical engineer; R. C. Watson, 13. Croft Avenue, Wallsend, 
electrical and mechanical englneer. The first directors are not named. 
Solicitor: T. A. B. Forster, Collingwood Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Regis- 
tered office: 42, High Street, Wallsend. 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. | 


Smale & Collins, Ltd.— Further charge on land and here- 
ditamente in Twiss Road and East Street, Hvthe, dated April 26th. 1990 
(supplemental to mortgage dated Abril Ist, 1920), to secure £727. Holder: 
Н. n. Smale. 20, Parkhill, Ealing, W. 


Simms Motor Units (1920). Ltd.—lLand registry charge 
on certain land and premises in Finchley dated April 30th, 1920. to cure 
£4.818 l5s. Holder: T. G. Pavne, “ Ingerthorpe," Great North Road, High. 
gate, N.. also land registrv charge on above-mentioned property dated April 
29th. 1920, to «cure all moneys due or to become due from company to 
London loint Citv and Midland Bank. Ltd. 


V. G. Middleton & Co., Ltd. 4. O00 debentures autho- 
rises April 29th, 1920, whole amount issued, charged on the companv's under- 
taking and property, present and future, including uncalled capital. No 
trustees. | 

Charing Cross, West End and City Electricity Supply 
Co.. Ltd.—Trust deed dated April 19th. 1920, to secure 
£250,000 6} per cent. 5-vear secured notes. also deed dated April 9th, 1996 
fsupplemental to trust deed dated Abril 30th. 1901, and indentures dated 
September 12th, 1902, and June 17th, 1904). to secure 23.333 further debenture 


stock ranking pars passu with £530,000 debenture stock secured bv trust deede. 
le deed dated April Ath. 1920 (supplementa! to trust deeds dated March Slet. 


1908, nnd December 9th. 1999). to secure £82.264 further debenture stock rank- 
ing pari passu with £850,000 debenture stock secured bv principal deade, 
also deed dated Apri! 10th, 1920 (sunnlemental to deeds dated March Silet, 
1908, December 9th. 1909, and April Ath. 1990). securing €1)7.786 further de. 
benture «stock ranking pari passu with £759.964 debenture stock charged on 
comnanv'« Citv undertaking and asete and money belonging to th»* 
undertaking £125,500 4 per cent. and 2295.000 4} per cent. debenture stock. 
and electric undertakings, generating and distributing stations, cable«, works 
and other assets. present and future, Including uncalled capital. Trustees: 
Law Debenture Corporation, Ltd. 


Radio Commanication Co., Ltd.—Mortgage debenture 
dated April th. 1920, to secure 25.000 and further advances (if anv) uo to я 
maximum of 215.000, charged on the comp2nv's property, present ard future, 
including uncalled capital. Holde s: Indo-European Telegraph Co., Ltd. 


Dick's Ashestos Co., Ltd.—Mortzacse dated April 18th. 
1920. to secure all moneve due or to become due from companv to Natione" 


Provincia! and Union Rank of England, Ltd., charged on certain properties in 
Carning Town ard East Ham. 


Dartmoor Electric Supoly Co., Ltd.—T«sue on April 22nd. 


1920 of £150 debentures, part of a series already registered. 


Kartret Engineering Co.. Ltd.—Debenture dated April 


19th. 1920. to secure all moneve due or to hecome due from comoanv to 


Barclav's Rank, I. d., charged on the comoanv's undertaking and propert:. 


present and future. Inclu?ing vncelled capital. 
Spensers, ! td. —Particulars of 920.000 debentures autho- 


risd February 17th, 1990, present issue £16,190, charged on the c«npanv'« 


undertaking and property. present and future, including uncalled and unpaid 
capital, No trustees. 


Kinetic Co., Utd. —T. Rimmington, of 43. Gallowtree 


Gate, Leicester, as Receiver on Anri] 23rd, 1920, under powers contained in 


debentures dated January 13th, 1910. 
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Underground Electric Railway Co. of London, Ltd.— 
Trust deed dated April 8th, 1920 to secure £700,000 ‘‘ three-year notes 
eharged on £681,000 (nominal) London Electric Railway 4 per cent. debenture 
stock, £413,000 (nominal) 4 per cent. etual debenture stock of the City 
and.South London Railway Co., £200, (nominal) London Electric Railway 
4 per cent. preference and £10,000 6 per cent. (free tax) cumulative prefer- 
ence shares of £10 each (fully paid) in the Associated Equipment Co., Ltd. 
Trustées : National Provincial Union Bank of England. 


Kensington and Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. 
шеш pril 13th, 1920, of £25, debenture, part of a series already 
registered. 

Weldings, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on March 9th, 1920, 
of mortgage debenture dated April 29th, 1919, securing £1,500. 


CITY NOTES. 


The gross profits for 1919 were £59,825, 
‘Urban Electric as against £63,890 for 1918. The balance 
Supply Co., Ltd. carried to net profit and loss is £55,604. 

Interest, debenture stock redemption, and 
income tax, absorb £47,998; £3,716 was brought forward; 
410,000 is put to reserve for depreciation, and £1,322 is to be 
carried forward. In common with other provincial under- 
takings the company has suffered severely during the past 
year froin its inability to adjust its charges sufficlently to 
meet the constantly increasing coste of supply, with the result 
that the profits do not admit of the payment of any dividend. 
To overcome this difficulty the directors joined with Edmund- 
sons' Electricitv Corporation in promoting a Bill in the pre- 
sent session of Parliament to enable the company to earn 
a reasonable return on its capital. They regret to report 
that the Bill was rejected by the committee to whom it was 
referred. The directors are, therefore, now endeavouring to 
secure the necessary relief bv other means. 


Load in kw. Profits. 

„5 уе mi 
1918. 1919. 1918. 1919. 
Hawick wi D $3 jd 3.845 8,815 ER, 509 £5,608 
^ Rtamford - is is - 1,756 1,824 9,997 9,008 
Weybridge and Walton .. 26 8,918 4,170 4,590 4,990 
Godalming .. " Ya zu 1,9806 9,082 2,282 1,715 
Twickenham and District 10,171 11,416 14,716 11,919 
Dartmouth .. ee yi 1,070 1,121 607 1,859 
Camborne and Redruth.. 8,396 9,272 8.609 1,158 
Newton Abbot = ы 1,692 1,895 9,999 8,228 
Grantham " 9,070 9,255 8,074 6,996 
Glossop 1,438 1,546 9,470 4,989 
Berwick 1,161 1,250 479 loss, 750 
Caterham ` 925 P 1,000 1,248 1,056 1.607 
Newbury i EN "e . 1,920 1,459 905 716 
Cornwall Co. Re — — 7,200 7,200 
Totals .. 39,508 48,209 £68,766 259,784 


Dublin & Lucan Electric Railway Co.—Dividend of 5s. 
per share on 5 per cent. preference shares on account of 
arrears for year ending December, 1919. 


Steck Exchange Notices.—The Committee has specially 
allowed dealings in the following under Temporary Regulation 
4 (3) :— 

British Electric Transformer Co., L4d.—137,500 7 per cent. 
cumulative, preference shares of £1 each, fully-paid, Nos. 
$25,001 to 469,500; 162.500 ordinary shares of £1 each, fully- 
paid, Nos. 462,501 to 625,000, after issue of letters of accept- 
ance. | 
Simms Motor Units (1920), Ltd.—30,000 shares of £1 each, 
10s. paid, Nos. 1 to 30,000. | 

The committee has ordered the undermentioned to be offi- 
- cially quoted: 

Adelaide Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—250,000 5 per cent. 
“ A" cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully paid 
(Nos. 1 to 250, 000). | 

British Aluminium Co., T.td.—400.414 ordinary shares of 
£1 each, fully paid (Nos. 900.621 to 1.301.034). 

London Electric Railwav Co.—159 ordinary shares of £10 
each, fully paid (Nos.. 36,358 to 36,509). 


London & Suburban Traction Co., Utd.—The revenue for 
1919 was 437.395, against £46,994 for 1918, plus 47.092 
brought forward. Deducting all expenses chargeable to 
revenue, including debenture and loan interest, and vroviding 
for the sinking fund charges upon the 5 per cent. debenture 
stock, 21.205 remains to be carried forward. The increased 
costs of working have compelled the associated tramway com- 
panies to deposit Bills in Parliament seeking authoritv to 
increase their maximum nowers of charre. Lord Ashfield 
has rejoined the board and been elected chairman. 


Commonwealth Edison Co.—The report for 1919 shows: 
Electric operating revenues. $30.366.426: expenses (including 
amortisation and depreciation. %9 ААО 054), 819.519.506: net 
electric operating revenues, $10.846.919: uncollectable operat- 
ing revenne, $119,938: taxes. $9 355.000; municipal compensa- 
tion. $895 193: net operating income. 97.478.787: other in- 
come, $619.80]: groe income, 88.098 589: deductione from 
rrogg income 8950 913, leaving 87.146 375: interest on funded 


debt $9,999 938. dividends paid 88.942,40; balance carried 


to surplus, $904,798.— Financial Times. 

Dudlev. Stonrbridge and District Flectric Traction Ca., 
J.td.—Dividend 4 per cent. on the ordinarv shares for 1919. 
£1,000 to reserve; £2,000 to renewals; £65 carried forward. 


Potteries Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Capital expenditure. 
during 1919, £3,908. Revenue £252,438, or £46,304 more than. 
1918. The expenses have increased by £51,590, although many 
repairs and renewals have again been deferred. After deduct- 
ing all expenses, including debenture interest, and £15,000 for: 
renewals, £20,000 is put to reserve, 5 per cent. is paid on the 
preference shares, und 5 per cent. on the ordinary, leaving 
£12,082 to be carried forward. Owing to repeated ‘wage ad- 
vances and the higher cost of materials, expenses have very 
wie increased. Gross receipts have also increased by reason 
of higher fares and other causes. Wages continue to ad- 
vance, and the raising of additional revenue becomes more 
difficulf.’’ The Bill deposited by the Corporation to confirm 
the agreement of sale of the undertaking to the Stoke-on- 
Trent Corporation was withdrawn, as it failed to obtain the 
necessary approval of the ratepayers. | 


Karachi Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—This company 
held an extraordinary meeting at Karachi on April 10th, when. 
it was resolved to increase the capital from ten lakhs to 30 
lakhs of rupees. Three lakhs were to be offered to existing 
shareholders at par. The chairman, Mr. М. de Р. Webb 
referred to the prospects ahead, especially with regard to 
demands for energy for industrial purposes. In addition, over 
three hundred applicants for energy for lighting purposes were 
waiting to be connected. Three lakhs of rupees were required 
at once to pay for the three new large engines and dynamos, · 
two of which were now on their way from England to 
Karachi. The managing agents have under preparation a 
scheme for a greatly enlarged generating station to be equipped 
with steam turbo-generator, each of 1,000 kw.—that is, each 
will be larger than the entire capacity of the present plant. 
Industrial enterprises in and around Karachi are expected to 
be greatly stimulated as a result. 


North of Scotland Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.—. 
The result of working during 1919 is satisfactory considering 
the conditions. In Montrose, connections increased from 
1,217 Kw. to 1,555 kw.; Brechin from 857 to 908 kw.; Inver- 
ness from 1,996 Kw. to 2,088 Kw.; total 4,551 kw. Gross profit 
£6,409, against £6,644 in 1918. Debenture and loan interest 
£2,615; after writing £71 off suspense account, providing 
£208 for income tax on undivided profits, and including 
£1,214 brought forward, 3 per cent. dividend is to be paid, 
£2,500 put to renewal reserve, and £729 carried forward. The 
death of two directors (Mr. D. S. Campbell and Dr. Valentine 
Stone) occurred during the year; Mr. D. Lackie was co-opted : 
to fill one of the vacancies. 


Northern General Transport Co., Ltd.—The company own . 
the investinents, which cost £438,706, in the Gateshead, Tyne- 
mouth and Jarrow electric tramway .undertakings. . During 
1919 the Gateshead and Jarrow companies made distributions 
to their shareholders from their reserves. The amounts so 
received by this company have been carried to reserve. The: 
gross traffic receipts of the motor transport undertaking again. 
show an increase due to the larger number of vehicles in ser- 
vice, but costs of operation continue to rise rapidly. There 
has been put to sinking fund £1,260; 6 per cent. preference 
dividend £6,522; 10 per cent. on the ordinary shares £22,711; . 
carried forward £14,010. 


Minehead Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Units sold durin 
1919 increased by 25,560. Profit on trading after payment 
debenture interest £956, plus £37 brought forward. After 
paying preference dividend, putting £330 to depreciation and. 
reserve, and paying 5 per cent., free of tax, on the ordinary 
shares, £45 is to be carried forward. The new engine and 
generator ordered in February, 1919, have only just commenced . 
running. The nominal capital is to be increased to £90,000, . 
and the existing 800 £10 preference shares are to be converted 
into 8,000 shares of £l each. 


Shanghai Electric Construction Co., Ltd. Supplementing 
our note of last week the profit for 1919 was £154,567, com- . 
pared with £71,587. 'fne 1088 by exchange on subsidiary coin- 
эде in 1919 was £52,139, which is equal to 16.29 per cent. on 
the capital of the company. The ratio of depreciation to gross 
takings increased during the year, and still shows an un- 
favourable tendency. The trafics and net receipts for the 
current year continue to be satisfactory. The 15 trailere and. 
seven railless electric cars have not yet been brought into 
67108 owing to the difficulties and delays incidental to manu- 
acture. 2 - 


Indian Electric Supply and Traction Co.. Ltd.—Mr. J. G. 
B. Stone, presiding at the annual meeting on May 7th, said 
that the year had been one of great difficulty. The position 
had now improved. Units sold had increased in all depert- 
ments, excepting for special contracts where there was a 
decrease due to the temporary stoppage at some of the mills . 
owing to labour unrest. In order to provide an increased 
margin of safety a second-hand 500-K w. eet: had been secured. 
Very considerable developmente in the business were anti- 
cipated. The tramway had been more remunerative than in 
the previous year; nassengers carried and traffic earnings - 
had improved, but a heavy expenditure on repairs had had to 
be met. | E putt 


Hurst, Nelson & Co.. Ltd.—Interim dividend of. Is. per 
share (5 per cent., free of tax). ` * aS 


. 
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Bastian Meter Co., Ltd.—The net profit for 1919 (after 
аид e off goodwill) was £976, plus £151 brought 
forward. The directors recommend payment of the 6 per cent. 
dividends on the cumulative preference ehares for the two 
years ended December, 1919, amounting to £941, also & divi- 
dend of 3 per cent. on the ordinary sbarea for 1919, leaving 
$588 to carry forward. . 

West. African Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 2 per 
cent:, making 4 per cent., free of tax, for 1919. 
Ol UT ——— o 


Socks AND SHARES. 
| TUESDAY EVENING. 


Tasgs is every indication in the Stock Exchange markets that 
the public are taking & hand amongst investment stocks and 
ahares. Business, however, still comes tamely, and it is im- 
possible to gauge the tendency of the Stock Exchange for long 
ata time. Excess Profits Duty has now come to be regarded 
ав fixed, so far as this year is concerned, at 60 per cent., and 
there is в disposition to wait and see how this is likely to affect 
panies. The past success with which sellers 


industrial com 
have passed on taxes to the consumers encourages the idea 
that (hero is not likely to be much diminution in dividends, 


seen, and meanwhile the buyer of 
Something of à feature is the 
etrength of rubber shares, which is somewhat surprising un 
view of the low price of the raw material, though explainable 
by reference to the fact that rubber companies are selling 
their produce at excellent prices for f ) 
quently, rubber shareholders are content to retain their in- 
vestments for future profits. | | | 
With so many causes of unsettlement in the air, the tend- 
ency is still to buy gilt-edged stocks in preference to those 
of the more speculative order. Therefore it comes about 
that quite & number of good-class preference shares, which 
lately have been inclimed to droop, are now taking & turn for 
the better. ‘There is, indeed, & public demand for anything 
of the sound order offering Th to 84 per cent. on the money. 
While many of the recent comers afford the latter rate and 
more, the conservatiam of the investor leads him to prefer 
the older-established concerns, and to accept a lower rate 
interest from these than can be ob t 
Nevertheless, it happens occasionally, to the exasperation of 
tħe proprietor of shares in which there is not much market, 
that when he comes to sell he finds the nominal quotation is 
not the correct market value, and he is offered some lower 
figure than that which appears in the list. The reason is that 
unless shares should actually come to market, the prices are 
léft etanding until somebody wants to deal, and it is only 


but this remains to be 
industrials treads softly. 


then that the seller discovers that the 7 per cent. Bank Rate 


has hád & greater effect upon his stock than was apparent in 
unaltered.  . a "M 

-By refusing the offer of the London General Omnibus Com- 
pany in regard to wages, the men have caused dulness 
amongst the electrical railway issues, although Underground 
incomes hold their price. London and Suburban Traction 

reference fell away to 3s. on the report just out. The Toronto 
Power Company invites tenders for repayment of their stock 
by the 44 per cent. debenture holders, and allows until 
May 98th for these to be sent in. Prior to the issue of the 
circular, the price was standing at 57-60, and this is quoted 
by the company in its invitation, but now the stock has risen 
to 654, and possibly might command still more. It is always 
difficult for a stockholder to know at what price his tender is 
pee to be accepted by а company in euch circumstances ав 

ese. 

Bromptons are ; down to 63. bringing the yield’ to nearly 
94 per cent. on the money. Westminsters pay 9} per cent. 
and South Londons rather more. Kensingtons have come 
down бв. to 42, the return in their case amounting to 74 per 
cent. on the money. Metropolitans afford 10 per cent. at their 


lowered price of 3. Considerations of yield seem to affect 


these electric lighting shares hardly at all: the market is dull 
and heavy. With coal higher, it is not likely that any 


illumination shares will increase in popularity. Electric Con- 


etructions are easier at 22s. English Electric ordinary stand 


about 228. 6d. Yorkshire Electric Power ordinary, £4 paid, ` 


were recently negotiated at 29/16. while the 5 per cent. deben- 
ture stock, which came out at 89, last changed hands at 85}. 


The £95 paid scrip is about 35}. | Newcastle-on-Tyne 7 рег. 


keep very steady at 20s. 6d. Notting Hill 
can be bought on the basis of 20s. 9d.; the 
t. preference have not been dealt in for 


cent. preference 
ordinary shares 
company's 6 per cen 


five months in the Stock Exchange, when the last recorded 


bargain was at 34. | | 
Melbourne Electric Supply new shares, issued at 25s. and 


with 10s. paid, maintain 1-16 premium. Indian, Electric 
Traction 7 per cent. convertible preference, fully paid, are at 
1s. discount. Permission has just been .granted.to deal in 
the partly-naid British Electric Transformer shares, and the 


nominal price, 5a. paid, is ‘в small disconnt to a smaller pre- 
mium.” Shropshire and Staffordshire Etectric Power 6 per 


cent. preference are quoted about 14s., the 5} per cent. first 


debenture stock. being 89. А small lot of Urban Беи 


orward delivery. Conse- 


tained from newer comers.. 
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Funded dividend certificates was sold the other dy щ› 
forin рег £I. The preference remain at Ja. Bd., in apita d 
the dividend having just been passe. c 
Fairly numerous dealings occur in the new charts of th 
cable companies, and Westerns at 5 for the £1 ad cd ie 
for the fully-paid are in some demand. Eastern Extensions 
are 4 7-16 £1 paid and 13% fully paid. Eastern Telegraphe we 
lüs. 6d. for the 2s. paid and 278. Gd. for the £1 paid, and the 
new Globes, £l paid, are 4j buyers. There is not mud 
doing in the senior issues. Eastern ordinary is J lower at 
1594, and the others in this group show no movements 
United River Plates drooped to 73. West India and Panams 
fell to 15s. on the passing of the interim dividend. Marconis 
are again a poor market, the parent shares dropping back to 
38, and the new ordinary, issued at £3 and with 35s. paid 
falling in unison to 36s. Canadian Marconis are dull at a 
shade above 10s., and Marines at 24 have gone back slightly 
on the week. Anglo-Americans show no change. The 6 per 
cent. preferred offers good security and 77 per dent. on the 
money, and the deferred yields the round 8 per. cent. Tee 
graph Constructions at 22} are again 208. lower. А 

Most of the Mexican securities have gone back on account 
of the rebels’ successes of the past few days. Шап Tree 
tions eased off to 484, but rallied to 50. The. preferred at 81} 
are 2 down. Bombay Electric preference at 12} are another 
pound lower, the ordinary being 110. ‘The Anglo-Argentine 
issues remain dull, and British Columbia Electric Rails ar 
irregular. In the armament list, Vickers keep somewhat 
heavy on & good deal of provincial selling. The strength d 
rubber shares underwent some trifling modification ss the. 
price of the product slipped back to а florin ре? Ib. 
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FURTHER REMARKS ON THE EFFICIENCY OF DOMESTIC ELECTRIC HEATING. . 3 


— 


By G. W. STUBBINGs. 


À RECENT series of articles in the ELECTRICAL Rev IEW, 
from the pen of Mr. B. L. Klemens, has been written with 
the idea of demonstrating the superior over-all efficiency of 
the electrical method of domestic heating as compared with 
the use of gas. The conclusion arrived at by the writer of 
these articles is that the thermal efficiencies of the two 
processes are in the ratio of 18 to 142 in favour of electricity, 
guch thermal efficiency being defined as the relation between 
a given number of heat units actually available for domestic 
use and the potential heat units contained in the coal used 
to produce the former number of heat units. 

This conclusion is interesting, and as gratifying to 
electrical engineers interested in electricity supply as it 
seems to have been unpalatable to engineers connected with 
the gas industry. An examination of the arguments 
employed to arrive at this conclusion reveals a considerable 
lack of clearness, and the present writer has, therefore, gone 
afresh into the whole matter with the idea of setting out 
the problem in as concise a manner as possible. The 
results do not quite agree with those of Mr. Klemens, and 
it appears probable tha£ sufficient justice has not been 
done to the claims of gas. A further examination of the case 
for electricity hardly makes it appear that Mr. Klemens's 
estimate of the efficiency of the electrical method is an 
unfavourable one, but rather one representing more or less 
ideal conditions not yet realised. 

"The method of domestic heating which, according to gas 
engineers, offers the maximum economy and advantages, is 
the use of certain of the producta of the distillation of coal, 
by direct combustion, these products being gas and coke. 
The fact that other products have an enormous industrial 
value is of the highest importance, but not strictly relevant 
to the question of thermal efficiency. The fundamental 
data concerning the process of gas production, as accepted 
by Mr. Klemens, may be taken as follows :— 


Average B. TH. U. per Ib. of coal бе .. 18,000 
Gas Obtained рег ton of coal destroyed .. 15,000 cb. ft. 
Average B.TH.U, per cb. ft. of gas  ... ses 480 


Coke obtained per ton of coal destroyed ... 8 cwt. 
Coke used for the destruction of 1 ton of coal E. 
Net yield of coke per ton of coal destroyed 14 „ 
Average B. TH U. per lb. of coke s.e s. 11,000 


From these data the efficiency of transformation from 
coal to gas can easily be obtained. Taking as а basis 1 ton 
of coal :—  — 


B.TH.U. contained in coal 2240 x 13,000 = 29,120,000 | 


„ in resultant gas . 15,000 x 480 7,200,000 
coke .. 448 x 11,000 = 4,928,000 
Total B. TH. U. in products of des- 
truction of 1 ton of coal 12,128 000 
Efficiency of conversion, 12° 13 x 100/29°12 = 415% 


"The next factor to be considered is the efficiency of 
utilisation of the actual heat iu the gas and coke by the 
consumer, and the data which have been furnished by the 
gas authorities, and accepted by Mr. Klemens, are as 
follows :— 

Gas used in cooker and boiling-rings in equal quantities : 

. Efficiency of cooker, 13:6 „. 
Efficiency of rings, 50 %. 
Overall efficiency of utilisation of gas = 1 (50 + 13:6) = 31°8%, 
Efficiency of coke boiler, 60 %. 
Considering again the products of destruction of one ton 
of coa], these 1 are used as follows :— 


4 cwt. of coke, containing 193 x 10" heat units at 60% 


efficiency. 
15,000 cb. ft. of gas, containing 7'2 * 10° heat anita at 31°8 7 
efficiency. 
Over-all efficiency of utilisation = (7'2 x 31°8 + 4°93 x 60)/(7 2 
+ 4°93) = 130 5 


A figure of 41°5 per xen is then arrived at as the 
efficiency of conversion of coal into coke and gas, and a 
figure of 43 per cent. as the efficiency of utilisation of the 
available heat content of these two products. Mr. Klemens, 
in one of his articles, apparently doubts the possibility of 
using the whole of this coke. This objection, however it 


may apply to pute domestic uses, ignores the many other 


possible uses of coke. One obvious use is for combustion 
under steam boilers for power- raising purposes, in which 
circumstances, it must be remembered, an efficiency of 
utilisation in the neighbourhood of 80 per cent. is quite 
practicable. It seems, therefore, that to accept an average 
figure uf 60 per cent. for the efficiency of utilisation of the 
heat content of coke is not unjustifiable. 

Using the two efficiencies arrived at, the over-all thermal 
efficiency of the gas method of heating is given by their 
product, and this efficiency is accordingly 0°43 x 0°415, or 
17°8 per cent. This figure is appreciably better than that 
of 14:66 per cent. deduced by Mr. Klemons, and is practi- 
cally the same as that taken by him to represent the over-all 
efficiency of the electrical method. 

This latter figure of 18 per cent. requires examination. 
It is based on a 20 per cent. efficiency of conversion of the 
potential heat units of coal into electrical energy, and an 
efficiency of utilisation of this electrical energy of 90 per 
cent. With the latter tigare few will quarrel seriously, 
although it may, perhaps, be taken to represent fair average, 
and not unfavourable, conditions. It must also be remem- 
bered that an efficiency of 90 per cent. will not apply to 
boiling appliances of the hot-plate type. The figure of 
20 per cent. efficiency of generation of electrical energy, 
given by the gas authorities as the maximum possible 
with the most up-to-date plant and under most favourable 
conditions, is tacitly assumed ру Mr. Klemens to be a low 
estimate of the actual efficiency obtainable under normal 
average conditions. It will, therefore, be interesting to 
see exactly what is meant by a 20 per cent. efficiency of 
conversion, This inquiry may conveniently be set out as 
follows :— B 

1 KW.-hour = 3,411 B. TH. v. 

To produce 1 Kw.-hour at consumer's service requires 3 411/20 5 7 
= 17,055 B. TH. v. at the works. 

Average B. TH. U. per lb. of coal used for electricity supply, 11,000, 

Lb. of coal containing 17,055 B. TH. U. = 17,055/11,000 = 1°65. 

Lb. of coal рег unit sold = 1°65. 


Assuming 80 % of units generated reach consumers’ terminals. 
Lb. of coal per unit generated = 1°55 x 08 = 1°24. 


A figure of 1°24 lb. of coal per unit generated can hardly 
be considered an unfavourable estimate from the point of 
view of electricity, and will perhaps for some considerable 
time only be possible with a high load factor. The probable 
load factor of an electric heating load would not appear to be 
high. Bnt this would depend largely upon the popularity 
of electricity for heating purposes. 

It may be interesting to assume an average good figure 
obtainable in present-day circumstances, and to see what 
over-all efficiency this leads to. The assumption of 2, lb. 
of coal per unit generated will not be on the high side for 
the average undertaking, taken over an extended period, and 
assuming as before an efficiency of distribution, &c., of 80 
per cent., this will correspond to 2°5'0°8 or 3:12 Ib. of coal 
per unit sold. We then have— 


] KW.-hour = 3,411 B. TH. u. | 

Coal required to produce 1 KW.-hour = 3°12, 

Average B T.H.U. per lb. of coal = 11,000. 

Total heat units required to produce 1 KwW.-hour = 3°12 x 11,060 
= 34,320. 

Efficiency of conversion = 3,411/34,320 = 10 7/ / nearly. 


It does not, therefore, seem unreasonable to conclude that 
from the standpoint of thermal efficiency, the gas authorities 
can offer а more economical system of domestic heating 
than can the electricity supply undertakings at the present 
time. 

The most promising application of electricity for cooking 
purposes is to be found in the electric oven, possessing ев it 
does the advantages of cleanliness and convenience, together 
with that of turning out better cooked food with a markedly 
less decrease in weight, than the gas oven can ever hope to 
do. These advantages should be sufficiently weighty to 
overcome any disability in point of thermal efficiency, but 
it will not be a waste of time to compare on this basis the 
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gas with the electric oven. We have, then, considering the 
Каз oven :— 


Average efficiency of conversion of coal to gas and coke = 41°5 %. 


Efficiency of utilisation of gas in oven, 13 6 J. 
Overall thermal efficiency of gas oven = 13:6 % x 41`5% = 5'65 W. 


For the electric oven, on a present-day basis of 2} lb. of 
coal per unit generated: | 


Efficiency of conversion of coal to electrical 


energy z 1007 
Effioiency of utilisation ... ... 9070 7 


Over-all thermal efficiency of electric oven = 90 % * 10 % = 9% 


proving that from the standpoint of over-all efficiency, the 
electric oven is eminently superior to the gas oven. 

The above figures relate to ultimate thermal efficiencies, 
and would show that although the use of the electrical oven 
gives superior results to those of gas, the combined 
efficiency of the whole of the domestic heating processes, 
including the provision of hot water, is more favourable 
with gas than with electricity. The fact that the use of 
electricity for heating purposes is making such rapid strides 
In no wise contradicts this conclusion, but simply indicates 
that ultimate thermal efficiency is not the only factor which 
fixes the value of any system of heating in the judgment of 
the actual nser. A factor of far greater interest to the 
actual user is that of cost of operation, since it does not 
necessarily follow that a given amount of useful heat will 
cost the same whether produced by the combustion of gas 
or by electrical means. It may, therefore, be of interest 
to work out the comparative figures for the cases of a gas and 
an electric oven, taking for this purpose a basis of 3d. per 


unit for electricity, and 5s. per 1,000 cb. ft. for gas. We 
have, then :— 


Cost of electricity per Kw.-hour ... 3d. 

B.TH.U. aotually obtainable  ... ... 9,411 

Efficiency of utilisation in oven ... 90 7 

Useful B.TH.U. per unit. = 3,411 x 0'9 = 3,070 
Useful B.TH.U. per penny = 8,070/3 = 1,023 
Cost of gas per 1,000 cb. ft. ... 58. 

B.TH.U. per ob. ft. die sis ess 
B.TH.U. obtainable per 1,000 ob. ft. ... 
Efficiency of utilisation 85 . 136 7, 

Useful B. 1H. v. per ob. ft. = 48(,000 x 0°136 

Useful B.TH.U. per penny = 480,006 x 0°136/60 = 1,088 


On the basis assumed, which does not unduly favour 
electricity, gas and electricity are about equally advan- 
tageous as regards cost of operation. 

It therefore seems clear that, as regards cost of operation, 
electricity will usually be more expensive than gas. But, 
again, it must be remembered that, however important cost 
of operation may be in industrial matters, it is not a factor 
of paramount importance in domestic life. If, for instance, 
means are required for boiling kettles of water in the 
scullery of a house, the use of a gas ring is rational, but if 
the same process is to be carried out in the dining room, 
the inferior ultimate thermal efficiency of the electric 
kettle will not stand in the way of its adoption, owing to 
the fact that on the score of cleanliness, convenience, and 
general desirability, it is the only possible device. It seems, 
therefore, that electrical men can be quite content with 
the manifold advantages of the apparatus they can place 
before the householder—which advantages are quite weighty 
enough to secure its introduction into a rapidly increasing 
number of homes—without claiming for such apparatus a 
thermal efficiency it does not really possess. The inherent 
thermal inefficiency of the process of the conversion of the 
potential energy of coal into the mechanical energy necessary 
to drive electrical machinery seems to preclude the possi- 
bility of electricity ever being the most economical method 
of producing domestic heat. Considerations of ultimate 
thermal efficiency are, however, of minor importauce in a 
very large number of homes—comfort, cleanliness, and con- 
venience being accounted of sufficient moment to ensure that 
electricity for heating purposes will find a rapidly increas- 
ing use. 


Report on German ladustrial Conditions.—Mr. Bonar 
Law states that a report of industrial and commercial conditions 
in Germany at the close of the year 1919 will shortly be published. 
Commercial Commissioners who are stationed at Berlin and Colcgne 
will report periodically on the conditions in Germany. 


FAILURES OF TURBO-GENERATORS AND 
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


Ат a.meeting of the NORTH MiDLAND CENTRE of the INSTITU- 
TION of ELECTRICAL ENGINFERS, at Leeds on March 9th, Mr. J. 
SHEPHERD read his paper on the above subject, an abstract 
of which appeared in the ELECTRICAL REvIEW of January 16th. 
The chairman of the Centre presided, und expressed the 


pleasure of the members at seeing Mr. Shepherd once more 
amongst them. 


Opening the discussion, the CHAIRMAN said the trend of ad- 
vance in any class of machinery was always at a very rapid 
rate of change. Mr. Shepherd was the first engineer who had 
had the courage to come forward and point out the absolute 
necessity now of considering the great step in advance. The 
difficulties of obtaining clean air had been very much brought 
to the front, and some of the members who were present 
some time ago would remember Mr. Hetlord's account of what 
happened to one of the Leeds wachines that was nominally 
clean but really dirty. Mm- Shepherd had boldly brought 
forward the proposition that the whole machine should be 
one large water jacket, and Messrs. Parsons, who were always 
ploneers, had definitely produced a water-cooled rotor. Mr. 
Shepherd went a long way in advance of that. He recog- 
nised that they must tackle the vexed problem of the end 
turns. The great merit of his solution was that in introduc- 
ing those new appliances he at the same time tried to adopt 
and improve on any of the old refinements in the way of 
supporting coils which had been found so necessary in im- 
proving the earlier types of machines. In fact, he attempted 
to go a great deal further in supporting coils than had been 
done yet. They could certainly record their appreciation 
of the courage and foresight which Mr. Shepherd had shown 
in writing his paper. 

Mr. JOHNSON WRIGHT said that stators had given them a 
rough time during the past thirteen years, and he (Mr. 
Wright) had had experience of many of the break-downs 
referred to. In the early days a great deal of the trouble 
on the stators was due to a loose core. He agreed with Mr. 
Shepherd that many of the soft cores were due to insufficient 
supports in the teeth. He could remember where the sup- 
ports only consisted of one-sixteenth steel dead edge up 
against the lamination. The steel yielded and the teeth 
vibrated, and after a short time they broke and the machine 
was wrecked. Some of Mr. Shepherd’s 1deas for overcoming 
the trouble with rotors were original. The weak point was 
the end curve. Phosphor bronze had been shown to be 
absolutely unreliable, because they could not talculate—no 
matter how many test pieces they had—the strength of the 
material. The casting might look all right, but when the 
machine was put up it might be found all wrong inside. Mr. 
Shepherd had referred in his paper to steel bands, and these 
were the solution of the matter. The speaker favoured either 
a nickel chrome or a phosphor bronze cap. With the one 
with steel strip or phosphor bronze wire they had all the 
advantages of the metal as support and also the strength, 
because they could calculate the strength of а steel strip or 
phosphor bronze wire, whereus they could not ascertain the 
strength of a casting. With regard to rotors, there was a 
point always to be avoided in the design, to which Mr. Shep- 
herd had not referred. It had been the practice a few years 
ago to make the rotor end conical in form, and the cap also 
conical in form. The idea was that the cap secured the 
winding. That was an excellent idea, but in the case he had 
in mind it was found that the tremendous end throws set 
up the centrifugal forces acting on the plane, with the result 
that a two-inch key was easily sheared off. Mr. Shepherd 
had shown on the screen photographs of machines made by 
Messrs. Parsons. He, personally, did not think that enough 
credit had been given to Messrs. Parsons for the development 
of the water-cooled rotor. Jt was a sound mechanical device, 
and the rotors ran remarkably well As to the figure in 
which Mr. Shepherd showed a diagram of the stator on the 
water cooling principle, he did not much care for the 
idea of making an outlet ət the coupling. It seemed to him 
it would be impossible to make a watertight running joint 
so that thev could keep the water out of the alternator. 
Apart from finding room for the air ducts required in ships— 
with large machines up to 90,000 Kw., it was a hard enough 
job to find room for the air ducts in a station. As far as ship 
propulsion was concerned, it seemed to him that water cooling 
had got to come sometime or another. 

Mr. BnowwN said it did not matter whether they were 
dealing with 50.000-kw. or 5,000-kw. machines—there was 
the question of insulation. He supposed 95 per cent of the 
breakdowns in electrical machinery, particularly in some 
small-sized machines, were first of all connected with the 
failure of insulation. A few occasionally were due to mechani- 
cal weaknesses, but there was no question about it that what 
thev needed to make a satisfactorv machine was better in- 
sulation. The insulations which Mr. Shepherd had pointed 
out to them in those large machines were almost of necessity 
built up with mica in some form or other, but at the same 
time it was difficult to put mica in some machines. By 
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reason of that one had to fall back on the ordinary cotton 
covering. 1% did not seem to matter much what sort of 
varnish they used or what method they adopted in the wind- 
ing of the coils, it was not long, if the machine was allowed 
to get dusty or dirty, before they got insulation troubles. 
The point which the author had put before them with regard 
to the water-cooled machine, although it dealt largely with 
the larger machines, and the difficulty of obtaining clean air, 
seemed to point to him that there would be an opportunity 
even with medium sized machines, particularly where they 
were working in very awkward and dry and dusty situations. 
Quite a number of such places existed in the country, and 
if only a satisfactory method of water cooling could be 
adopted he was sure it would meet with a great deal of suc- 
cess, If better methods could be adopted for keeping down 
temperature, the machines could be run at а very much 
larger output than the normal! rate. It had been mentioned 
that it was impossible almost to find out whether faults 
existed in phosphor bronze castings or not, but with X-rays 
inspection apparatus they could now pierce through five or 
six inches of metal, and he hoped that in due course they 
would be able to examine a casting to а very much greater 
extent than they could at present. The whole paper seemed 
to show what troubles there were even to-day with insulation, 
and he could only hope that Mr. Shepherd's paper would 
be the means of lessening 4 great many of their existing 
troubles in that direction. 

Mr. ТновРЕ (Leeds) said that he would be interested to 
know whether Mr. Shepherd had considered the destructive 
effect of suddenly generating steam in the event of a heavy 
„Short producing local heat in the neighbourhood of the 
water-cooled elements. He (Mr. Thorpe) had had a good 
deal to do with the development of new ideas other than 
in electrical lines, and he knew the difficulties which had 
to be encountered by those who endeavoured to bridge the 
gap between the manufacturer and the user, and it was 
very satisfactory to come across à paper of this type. 

In his reply, Mr, SHEPHERD said that the problem of cooling 
had only arisen within the last few years, and since the high 
epeed machines first began to be introduced. Ever since 
1879 designer after designer with one exception had con- 
structed machines up to the present time relying on the 
imperfect way of cooling by blowing air through them. Now 
they had got to the size when the amount of heat 
to be got rid of approached that of a small condenser. 
When they got a “short” on a machine with a collective 
power behind it, at large stations he did not think any in- 
sulation supported in any other way than shown on the slides, 
that was by clamps here and there, would ever hold the coils 
adequately against those enormous forces. The time was 
coming when with high speed machines they would have 
to have stresses greater still. This would force them to 
introduce water-cooling or oil cooling, and when that had 
been done then they could face the redesigning of the sup- 
ports something after the fashion which he bad indicated. 
He was glad that Mr. Johnson Wright agreed that the safest 
band for supporting the rotor bindings was the high tensile 
steel one. Steel flexible bands and tape and wire had been 
used in the past, and had proved failures in & good many 
cases. Bands had failed for two reasons. They were put 
upon coils at a fairly high tension, ahd there was nothing to 
prevent a coil sinking under the pressure of the bands upon 
them. And, secondly, there was nothing to support the 
band except the coils, whereas if one had a device as shown 
on the rotor in fig. 9, there was an adequate way of centring 
and supporting & band quite irrespective of the coils under 
it, and with drawn eteel wire tape they were dealing with 
the strongest and most reliable inaterial known, because in 
its manufacture it was subject to stresses as high or higher 
than any which would be experienced in working. It had 
been suggested that he had hardly given sufficient credit to 
Messrs. Parsons. He would, however, remind them that on 
page 9 of his paper he had stated: '' Various designs have 
been proposed using liquid cooling. Whilst the majority of 
them are of foreign origin the initial adoption of water cool- 
ing to modern machines is to be credited to Messrs. C. A. 
Parsons & Co., Ltd." He, Mr. Shepherd, would have said 
more when he wrote the paper if he had known, as he now 
knew, that Messrs. Parsons had made so many of their 
machines with water-cooled rotors, but it was not until he 
read his paper at Newcastle that he had the first opportunity 
of seeing their water-cooled machine. With regard to the 
criticism of the device shown in fig. 13, that that was merely 
a diagram of the discharge of the water at the coupling, and 
had certain objections, he quite agreed. That was only one 
way of getting rid of the water. Another way was to drill 
the rotor shaft and discharge. the water at the low pressure end 
of the turbine. With regard to the size of cooling ducts with 
large machines, those were immense and of deep proportion. 
He did not see how with the usual amount of engine-room 
space one could find room for those ducts. In the paper he 
had given some figures of representative ships with the sizes 
of the cooling ducts necessary for air cooling, and in working 
out those sizes he had allotted a high air velocitv of 2.000 ft. 
per minute. If thev took that extreme example of modern 
engineering, the battle cruiser of 180,000 H.P., the diameter 
of the air duct for both the generators and the motors was 
19.6 ft. in diameter. He supposed most of them had been 
on board a modern battleship, and had seen how the machi- 


‘which Mr. Thorpe's. 


nery was cramped together. In a very small space they 
would cram in something like 19,000 н.р. Of course, such 
condensation .of power was only possible when oil fuel was 
employed. In such cases, to get in large air ducts became 
impossible. In answer to Mr. Brown, he would say that 
mica was certainly the best insulation provided it was 
applied correctly. An incidental advantage of water cooling 


‘was that they kept dust from the machine, and the presence 


of dust was a fairly frequent cause of surface leakage and 
breakdown. Mr. Thorpe had helped him very consider- 
ably in developing the idea of water cooling, 80 much so 
that it was difficult to say which were his opinions and 
He was much indebted to the latter 
for his suggestions. The question whether one should 
employ water or oil for cooling had been raised by various 
people. The advantage of water was that they could easily 
get it, and that its specific heat was about double. There- 
fore they had the maximum cooling effect with water over 
that of oil. If they were going to have leakage the question 
wes, which would do least harm, water or oil? He &hould 
not recommend any method of construction in which there 
was any possibility of leakage, and with modern methods of 
construction one could construct devices in which there was 
little or no risk of leakage. There was, however, the pos- 
sibility of a breakdown and subsequent leakage. In euch а 
case, before they got right down to the core, he thought there 
‘ould be no doubt but that the protective relays of the 
system would have operated, and the arc causing the burn 
out would have disappeared before it got within reach of 
oil or water. He would rather have water leaking into the 
machine putting the fire out round the insulation, than oil. 
The particular water device would be cut off. Hot water 
could be circulated round the remainder, and the machine 
could very rapidly be dried out, and unless the burn out was 
a very serious one the machine could be on load again very 
quickly. He did not think there would be any danger of 
any destructive effect as raised by Mr. Thorpe unless the 
relavs hung up and the steam was discharged into а very 
active arc when there would be destruction. Generally they 
would have that destruction whether they had oil or water, 
but he could not contemplate on a big system a total failure 
of protective relays во that they would have water playing 
into an active arc. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Shepherd for 


his paper. 


—— 


ELECTRICAL PRECIPITATORS IN JAPAN. 


A NUMBER of electrical precipitators have been installed in 
Japanese sinelters since 1918 by the Metallurgical Research 
Institute, which owns the Japanese rights of the Cottrell 
process. The installations, according to Chemical and Metal- 
lurgical Engineering, are all similar, consisting of from one 
half to ten repeated sections, each containing 64 pipes, 12 in. 
in diameter and 16 ft. long. Ordinarily one motor generator 
serves two sections, each set comprising & 15-H.P., 50-cycle, 
500-volt, 3-phase motor, 4 10-K.v.A., 50-cycle, 200-volt 
generator, and a 10 or 15-K.v.A. transformer capable of giving 


100,000 volts on the secondary. 

At the Ashio smelter, Furukawa Mining Co., two treaters 
were installed in 1918; one to treat the mixed gases from four 
McDougall roasters, two copper blast furnaces, and four con- 
verters; and the other to treat the gases from з reverberatory 
furnace after having passed through waste-heat boilers. 

The gases are drawn through the main treater and dis- 
charged directly from the fan casings, while those of the reyer- 
beratory furnace are drawn through the reverberatory treater 
by the natural draught of the stack. As the revergeratory fur- 
nace is not operating continuously at present, the gases an 
those of eleven pot roastcrs, four blast furnaces and four 
copper converters are mixed and treated entirely by the main 
treater. Thus the gas volume now handled by the main 
treater seems somewhat in excess of 150,000 cu. ft. per min., 
as designed. The amount of dust collected varies from six to 
ten long tons per 24 hr. The efficiency of precipitation seems 
to depend upon the nature of the furnace charge and the 
moisture and temperature of the gases treated. When the 
conditions are very favourable. it runs as high as 98 per cent., 
passing a. white smoke, but sometimes it drops to about 70 per 
cent.. when the smoke acquires a vellow tint. When the 
conditions are such that the charging voltage can be raised 
above 80,000 volta with a comparatively small increase of the 
current, precipitation is very satisfactory. : 

Several vears ago a large dust chamber was installed. using 
the Roesing wire system. The gases passed from thie chamber 
to four large stacks, in which they were diluted bv the forced 
admission of fresh air. before being diseharged into the atmo- 
aphere. The main treater was installed. at the side of this 
dust chamber, so the gases pass through the dust chamber 
before going through the treater. The numerous suspended 
wires in the dust chamber were removed, so that only the 
heavier dust, which is of more value because of its higher 
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percentage of metals, would be caught in the chamber and 
all the lighter dust which cannot be efliciently collected by 
gravity settling would be caught.in the Cottrell treater. 

The precipitated dust contains rather large quantities of the 
oxides of arsenic. These oxides are extracted by subliming 
the dust in & small reverberatory furnace, and the cinders 
resulting, which are quite rich in copper, are sent back to the 
pot roasters after being briquetted. | ЯК, 

At the Kamioka smelter, Mitsui Mining Co., the gases 
passing through the treater come from the following furnaces : 
‘Three lead-sinelting blast furnaces, two liquation furnaces, five 
softening furnaces, and all the lead-refining furnaces _and 
kettles. The Kamioka smelter is located in the heart of the 
eericulture district, and the residents in the vicinity strenu- 
ously objected and demanded heavy indemnities, claiming 
that the smelter smoke damaged the mulberry leaves and 
killed the silkworms. Therefore, every effort was made to com- 
plete and start the Gottrell plant at an early date. About 
1 to 1} tons of dust are collected per day in a three-section 
treater. | 

‘At the Naoshima smelter, Mitsubishi Mining Co., the 
erection of a smelter was permitted by the Government on 
the condition that the smelter gases would be cleaned by the 
Cottrell process. The operation of the treaters was, therefore, 
begun when the smelter started up in March, 1919. It was 
designed for a capacity of 80,000 cu. ft. per min., assuming 
a Velocity through the pipes of 5 ft. per sec. The lead- 
bearing fumes from the lead-smelting furnaces and the fumes 
from the McDougall roasters und converters of the copper 
smelter are mixed, and are both treated by the precipitator. 
Natural draught is furnished by a stack 150 ft. high and 10 ft. 
inside diameter. | | | | 

The sinelter being only recently started, the furnaces are 
not yet running at their full capacity and the gas volume 
handled runs from. 40,000 to 45,000 cu. ft. per min. Visual 
clearance by an S-section plant is practically perfect. The 
dust collected every 94 hours amounts to about 1.5 tons. 

The treater at the Ikuno smelter, Mitsubishi Mining Co., 
handles the gases from two blast furnaces smelting copper 
ores. After passing through an old dust chamber, the gases 
are drawn through the treater by an exhaust fan and are dis- 
charged from the old stack. At the first trial the treater 
showed good efficiency, but this lasted only a couple of days 
and then the operation became so unsatisfactory that the 
diminution of smoke could scarcely be recognised even when 
the treater was charged at a high potential. After experi- 
menting in various ways, it was decided to humidify the gases, 
a practice which was found necessary for satisfactory precipi- 
tation in several American plant. A dozen orchard spray 
nozzles of 1-16-in. diameter arranged in the dust chamber 
using water at 120 lb. pressure per sq. in. injected a fine spray 
into the gases before they entered the treater. Thus precipi- 
tation was conspicuously improved and the efficiency raised to 
about 95 per cent., and at the same time the operator can 
raise the charging voltage to 50,000 volts while the current is 
only 30 amp. When, in order to examine the effect upon 
precipitation, the water sprays are turned off, the charging 
potential] drops and the current increases so that the clearance 
becomes as low as 50 per cent. 

The amount of dust precipitated per 94 hours is about 0.6 


ton. 

At the Nikko electrolytic copper refinery, Furukawa Mining 
Co., the gases froin two cupellation and two reduction fur- 
naces are treated to recover silver-bearing lead dust. The 
treater consists of one section of 39 pipes arranged in a 
rectangle. The treater was started in May, 1919. | 

The amount of the precipitate is about 100 Ib. per 24 hours. 
The power consumption is comparatively high, being from 
2.5 tod KW. 


TRANSFORMERS FOR ELECTRIC FURNACES, 


ON March 23rd before thé Nortu MipLaNp CENTRE of the 
INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, at Sheffield. Mr. J. 
LINDLEY THOMPSON, M. Sc., read his paper on Transformers 
for Electric Furnaces,” an abstract of which appeared in our 
issue of January 30th, 192). 

Mr. W. M. SELvEY, who presided, said that there was no 
subject in which Shetheld had more right to take an interest 
than that of electric furnaces. Sheffield had by far the 
greatest percentage of furnaces in the kingdom, and Mr. 
Thompson had been actively concerned with the design of 
папу transformers, not a few of which had been applied to 
furnaces in Sheffield. 

Mr. Yersury (Sheffield) thought the troubles with their 
transformers had been very largely attributable to their 
having to work on two-phase furnaces. He asked the author 
what conclusion his company came to regarding their investi- 
gation into the suggestion that certain transformer failures in 
Shetħeld were. attributable to resonance. Also what size of 
transformer should be the maximum, having regard to the 
heating effect, &c., on very large sizes. The recommendations 
on page П of the paper were excellent, and would doubtless 
be followed by those responsible for installing furnaces, 


Mr. Hrninas remarked that he was interested in the Berry 
furnace transformer, which was a circular-shell type, having 
& centre core upon which the windings were wound. It 
would have been interesting to members if the author had 
explained that and other unique designs which had been 
reterred to. His (Mr. Hinings) firm had turned out a large 
number of transformers of the Berry type during the war. 
In fig. 1 of Mr. Thompson’s paper, he noticed that the inter- 
leaving of the low-tension bars was carried right through to 
the furnace, so that actual contact could only be made on 
one side of the busbars. He suggested that it was better to 
bring that interleaving to just outside the top of the trans- 
former tank, and then separate the polarities and connect the 
busbars to them. By that means contact on both sides of 
the busbars was obtained. The connection shown in fig. 1 
appeared to be rather long compared with the width. If it 
was drawn to scale it measured 2 ft. 8 in. by 8 in., and 
required the use of a spring on each bolt for clamping. He 
would like Mr. Thompson to tell them if the bottom right- 
hand bolt in the side view of fig. 1 had to be phosphor bronze, 
or did he use steel? It seemed to him that that particular 
bolt came within a field which might cause trouble. He was 
interested to hear of Mr. Thompson's patent, but on looking 
up his firm's records he learned that the half-turn design 
was used by his company in the early part of the century, 
although it was not patented. They had had transformers 
of the half-turn design working quite satisfactorily during 
the last fifteen years. On page 2 of his paper Mr. Thompson 
made a great point of having the tappings in the middie of 
the winding. He (Mr. Hinings) contended that they were 
still liable to very high stresses, and required also to be 
reinforced. As far as the transformers were concerned, he 
could see no limit to the size, but it was a question whether 
the supply authorities could deal with the large loads of such 
an intermittent nature. Mr. Thompson had talked about 8,000- 
KW. furnaces. 'He wondered how many supply authorities 
could deal with them, especially if they were installed a long 
way from the generating station. » i 


Mr. REDMAYNE said that the steel manufacturer found that 
by taking one and a half full load he could melt steel quicker. 
He did it, and the effect upon the transformer was harmful. 


Mr. WALKER said Mr. Thompson did not make any remarks 
on the type of switch gear, though that was an important 
item in furnace installation. In many cases they found the 
switch continually tripping, due to the time limit fuses blow- 
ing. He had often found the time limit fuse holder was dis- 
carded, and he had come across cases where a piece of No. 2 
copper wire was wrapped round and round the contact clip. 
In one case of a bad breakdown which he thought was brought 
about by there being four strands of No. 22 copper wire across 
& time limit fuse, it blew the switch tank off, and played 
havoc with the transformer plant in general. He believed 
that the supply authorities in Sheffield had recoinmended that 
each switch should be opened out at least every month. 
Whilst once a month would do in ordinary cases, he personally 
thought that once a week or fortnight at least the oil tank 
should be lowered to note if the oil needed changing. In a 
inonth the oil was badly carbonised, at least it was so when 
the war was at its highest, and the transformers were worked 
hird. As to the transformers, could Mr. Thompson give thern 
any idea as to how often he would consider a transformer 
winding should be lifted for examination? 


Mr, Тномрѕох, replying, said the troubles referred to were 
only in one case due to the transformer itself, through in- 
efficient drawing out. All other troubles were traceable to 
faulty switch gear, bad lay-out of furnace connections, or to 
dampness in the sub-station, &c. On one transformer he 
remembered the high tension pressure flashed over from the 
high-tension lead to the low-pressure lead, a distance of some- 
thing like 6 to 9 in. In that same sub-station another trans- 
former flashed over in a similar manner—he thought it was 
due to moisture coming in through the roof of the station 
and causing the flash over. As to the maximum size of 
transformer which Mr. Yerbury inquired about, he did not 
think there was a maximum size. They could build up to 
any size of transformer within loading limits. There was 
no trouble in building transformers up to 50,000 K. v. A. The 
size of the transformer was limited by the size of the furnaces 
that could be made and used commercially. As to the 8,000 
Kk. V. A. suggested, he would advocate that it be put in 
three nnits so as to facilitate handling and accommodation. 
The Berry transformer had certainly been used a great deal, 
and was in use with furnaces. Shell-type transformers were 
described in the paper, and he thought the same remarks 
applied to the Berry as to the shell types there described, 
As to the interleaving described by Mr. IIinings. he thought 
that would be for a transformer of somewhere about 500 
K. V. A., and would be for transformers located directly under 
the furnace or close to it. He considered if they were to 
take a furnace transformer of 2,000 K.v.A. capacity and try 
to run it with a single set of positive and negative leads they 
would have no voltage across their furnaces when they got 
to the other end of the leads. With regard to the bolts 
shawn in fig. 1, they made them of steel. The clamp plates 
of the clamps were made of phosphor bronze so that thev 
had no magnetic circuit round the conductor. He did not 
think he had seen any transformer with a half turn other 
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than that in Khich the half turn was taken out as a tapping 
and used as a starter with roters. He knew several Berry 
transformers which had a half turn, but it was not on 
balance. It was out of balance, the catch got hot if it was 
run on that type. The patent covered all the plugs, &c. 
The suggestion that the tapping should be in the middle of 
the winding was not for the purpose of reducing the possible 
voltage pressure on the winding, but for reducing the voltage 
across the winding, and that led the voltage to the wires in 
connection with the winding. If the tappings were on the 
winding when: they were working at the minimum high 
pressure the voltage across the whole of the wiring was in 
ratio. If they had an 11,000-volt transformer on low pressure 
of 75, 76, and 85, when they were working on the 85 tapping 
the voltage across the high-tension wires of that tapping was 
approximately 16,000. He agreed that the tappings, wherever 
they were, should be reinforced. The size of transformer 
would depend on the supply company’s mains. If it was at 
a moderate pressure it would have to be almost directly on 
the station or adjacent to the station. He did not think there 
would be much trouble about bulk supply from large systems. 
In connection with the question of the currents, he found 
that on practically all the installations there was only one 
ammeter on the primary side of a three-phase set, which was 
very misleading, especially with a Scott-connected trans- 
former group which might be taking 50 per cent. overload. 
In connection with two-phase. furnaces, when the héarth wae 
not conducting one transformer could easily be loaded to 
50 per cent. above its normal value, whilst the meter on any 
one phase might only read normal, He had known cases 


where transformers had been running in that condition manv - 


days before anyone found it out so far.as the load was 
concerned. It was а necessary condition in the case of two- 
phase furnaces in order to dry out the bed of the furnace 
when first putting it in. With regard to regulators, &c., there 
were one or two installations in the country where regulating 
transformers were used in preference to tappings. Не did 
not know why they had not been more used, unless it was 
the question of eost and- perhaps floor space. 
of switch gear had not been. touched on in the paper since 
it was entirely in connection with. the transformer, and the 
connections between the transformer and furnace that he wae 
interested in, and could give most information upon. 
The oil ought to be examined at' least once in six: months 
if the transformer was run at anything like a reasonable 
percentage. The transformer should he lifted if the oil showed 
any sludge. The suggestion of having recording meters on 
the panels of the furnace transformer gear was quite а good 
one. In fact he thought they ought to be just as much 
used as with the steam supply. In several cases he knew 
of they had installed recording ammeters. He thought that 
the only reason they were not used more was because of the 
question of cost, and possibly the trouble of changing and re- 
changing the records. a s 

À vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Thompson for his 
very interesting paper. 


HIGHLAND WATER-POWER. 


ON April 13th, 1990, Mr. J. M. M. Мокко, M. I. E. E., 
A. M. I. C. E., gave an interesting lecture before the ScorrIsH 
CENTRE of the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, at 
Glasgow. = 

The lecture dealt with the nature, need, and urgency of a 
preliminary investigation of the entire field of national potable 
and power water supply, and the organisation necessary to 
undertake it. | d А: 

The problem was fully to utilise and equably to distribute 
the whole water resources of the country for the maximum 
benefit of all. In the highlands of Scotland, where epecial 
conditions prevailed, the permanent interests of the local 
highland people must ‘not be oveMooked. Water power and 
improved transport were the keys of the only door separating 
the highlands from a fair share of national prosperity. If that 
door were not opened, the Highlands might become a second 
Ireland. Its people would not fot eyer consent to live upon 
a few sheep and the gratuitiee of sportsmen. 

The preliminary inclusive general survey could most quickly 
be accomplished under the auspices of interim district Water 
Committees appointed by groups of County Councils. 

Schemes ripe for accomplishment could be undertaken by 
permanent Area Water Boards. These boards would be 
semi-public local water authorities trading under statutory 
powers. A Government contribution towards cost would 
probably be necessary, but the main capital would be'bor- 
rowed through local authorities and others demanding or 
reserving water or power supply. These boards would not 
distribute beyond their area, but would sell water there to 
local authorities, and electrical energy to the electricity dis- 
trict authorities, Tt was suggested that water rights be vested 
in County Councils empowered to collect from water boards 
ё mall taxation rate on water taken from their county. 


THE ELECTRICAL BEVIEW. 


The question 


* . 


counties. Sie: e cab ag Ур 

Water schemes now outlined would be, profoundly modified 
by detailed etudy of their areas. Insuflicient preliminary in- 
formation was available regarding localised rainfall on high 
and even on low levels, on seasonal and daily rates of outflow. 
on stream contour levels, on water storage possibilities, and 
on all. the long .serjes of items requisite for reliable planning 
and approximate costing of national water possibilities. 

The. extent and approximate. value of lands to be eventually 
submerged, fishery rights, water power rights, amenities and 
numerous allied matters needed investigation and possibly 
parliamentary action before any proposition was approved. A 
complete national acheme must precede any area scheme. 

The lecture closed with a short review of the possibilities 
of trade development in the Highlands as incidental to the 
general utilisation of the national water power resources for 
the national benefit. 


object was a relief of oppressive rating in thinly populated 


ELECTRIC WATER HEATERS. 


WHERE oil is fired under a boiler it is necessary to have 
steam to operate the oil pump and burner before the latter 
can be lighted. This necessitates firing with other fuel for a 
period before the main boilers are started in order to generate 
the auxiliary steam required. In order to save this fuel and 
to obviate the necessity of paying the fireman overtime, a 
Portland, Ore., U.S.A., manufacturer has, according to 3 
writer in the Electrical World, introduced into his works two 
10-Kw. induction electric water heaters to generate sufficient 
steam to operate the oil pump and burner. These heaters 
are brought into operation by means of a time switch, and 
the pressure is controlled by a contact-making pressure gauge 
which is set to cut in the heaters at 60 Ib., and to cut them 
out at 80 lb. pressure. The essential features of, this instal- 
lation, by means of which steam is made available when the 
factory commences work, are shown in fig. 1l, in which 4 is 
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---=  Fia. 1.—ELECTRIC STEAM GENERATOR. 


the pipe line to the boiler; B the oil pump; c the indicating 
pressure gauge; D the contact-making pressure gauge to main- 
tain the steam pressure within the limits stated above; в the 
induction water heaters; F the 50-gallon asbestos-lagged water 
tank: d the time switch; and н the 240-volt А.С. supply mains. 
It. takes. about one hour in the morning to obtain a steam 
pressure of 80 lb., and about 20 kw. hr. is consumed. The 
installation has been in use for over a year, and is giving 
every satisfaction. MEE | К 

There are a number of industrial undertakings in different 
countries which have isolated hydro-electric : stations, and 
surplus electric power is ordinarily available under such con- 
ditions. If the electrical generating plant were operated at 
full capacity and the surplus power used, the revenue ob- 
tained therefrom would be practically 100 per cent. profit. 
For industrial purposes many undertakings require hot water 
or steam. If the surplus electric power mentioned above 
could be employed to heat the water, the cost of the fuel 
saved, less the capital and depreciation charges on the heater, 
would represent a net decrease in operating expenses. An 
electric water heater can be utilised either to heat water for 
direct use, or as a ‘‘ temperature booster " in the boiler feed- 
water line between the usual feed-water heater and the 
boilers. | | 

A very simple, rugged, and inexpensive electric water 
heater, built of ordinary standard wrought-iron pipe, for use 
under the circumstances outlined above, was described in a 
recent issue of the General Electric Review. The heater con- 
sists of a length of iron pipe, through which the water to be 
heated flows, and through the wall of which an electric cur- - 
rent is passed, thus generating the heat. | | 

A heater designed to absorb 1,000 Kw. is shown in plan and 
elevation in fig. 2. while fig. 3 is a diagrammatic sketch of 


. the complete system of water and electrical connections, 


The heater. consists of three sections. in multiple so far as the 
hydraulic connections are concerned. ach eection is built 
up of 10 lengths of 1.5-in. wrought-iron pipe, eight etandard 
return bends, arid one special return bend arranged to be 
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connected to the busbars. The three sections are mounted 
side by side on asbestos lumber or other insulating supports, 
and are connected to the inlet and outlet headers E and p. 
All joints between the heater pipes and bends or headers, in 
addition to having standard pipe threads, are arc welded to 
prevent water leakage, and provide good electrical contact. 


The heater is enclosed in a chamber, the walls of which are 


built up of heat-insulating brick, with a cover that is easily 
removable for inspection. The dimensions of the complete 
heater are relatively small, and it may be connected, as shown 
in fig. 3, in an existing water system to ''boost'' the tem- 
perature with almost no disturbance to the system, the only 
changes required being the insertion of two pipe T's and the 
valve 4. The inlet and outlet pipes, 1 and o, of the heater 


Fic. 2.—A 1,000-kw. IʒKON-PIEE ELECTRIC WATER HEATER. 


are connected one to each of the T's, and have a valve in 
each pipe for cutting the heater out of the system. When 
the heater is in use valves B and c are open, and valve A is 
either wholly or partially closed, depending on the volume of 
water flowing through the main. Circulation is assisted by 
the cold water entering at the bottom and the hot water 
leaving at the top 


An indicating flow meter is connected at 1 in the inlet pipe 


. and determines the correct opening of the valve А to give the 


desired water flow through the heater. The instrument may 
be made to trip the oil switch when the water flow falls to a 
predetermined minimum value, or, when the heater 1s used 


Fic. 3.—HyYDRAULIC AND ELECTRICAL CONNECTIONS OF HEATER. 


intermittently, to close the switch when the flow exceeds the 
minimum safe value. Thus the operation of the heater can 
be made automatic. From the electrical line terminals F, G, 
and H, the three heater sections constitute three electrical 
resistances connected together by the headers Е and р. The 
three sections are similar with equal resistances, and if the 
terminals F, G, and H are connected to a 3-phase supply of 
suitable voltage, the power input will constitute a balanced 
3-phase load. On the 1,000-Kw. heater in question, 50 volts 
*are required across the terminals supplied by a water-cooled, 
3-phase, step-down transformer. The entire equipment, 
heater, transformer and switchboard occupies a floor space 
8 ft. by 12 ft. and a height of 9 ft. 

At first sight it would seem that the operating power factor 
of a device using iron pipe to carry a heavy A.c. must be low. 
but this is not the case. As the current density is increased 
the ratio of reactance drop to resistance drop decreases with 
a consequent increase in power factor. A curve plotted from 
actual test results on an iron-pipe water heater operating on a 
40-cycle circuit at a current density high enough to take full 
advantage of the foregoing characteristic, shows that a power 
factor of 90 per cent. on a 40 or 25-cycle, and 80 per cent. on 
a 60-cycle circuit is realised. Under average conditions the 
over-all efficiency, including transformer losses, should always 
be above 90 per cent. 

The saving that can be effected by the utilisation of sur- 
plus electric power to heat water that would otherwise have 
to be heated by purchased fuel is in most cases estimated to be 
sufficient to make the installation of a heater of the type 
described above well worth while. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered. of sufficient interest. 


An Electric Clothes Drier. 


The Journal of Electricity recently gave the following details 
of an electric clothes drier (fig. 1), invented by an American. 
This is built for use in the home, and has approximately the 
same capacity as the average washing machine. It operates 
on the centrifugal principle, the outer diameter of the basket 
which contains the clothes travelling at 7,000 ft. per minute. 
throwing the water out, which in turn is replaced by air 
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Fia. 1.— ELECTRIC CLorBES DRIER. 


drawn in from the centre and forced through the clothes. 
It wil dry for ironing in from 12 to 15 minutes with no 
Заале of injury to the finest piece of material and no broken 
uttons. 
The machine occupies a space of 24 in. by 30 in. and stands 
26 in. high, weighing approximately 200 lb. It is operated by 


a l-H.P. electric motor through a governor clutch mounted 
on the driven shaft. and is automatic in its action in picking 
up the load, the load also governing the clutch. This clutch 
makes it possible to start with a motor just big enough for 
running the load. 


A New Squirrel-cage Rotor. 


Messrs. HisGs BROS., of Dynamo Works, Sherbourne 
Road, Balsall Heath, Birmingham, have recently patented 
a bar-winding particularly applicable to squirrel-cage rotors. 
constructed in the following way :—Drawn copper of euit- 
able rectangular section is used. Before this is in- 
serted in the rotor, one end of the bar is twisted at right 
angles to itself, and then inserted in the rotor core, as shown 


Fig. 2. 


in fig. 2. The rotor is designed so that these bars, when 
inserted, practically touch one another at the ends. When 
all the bars are assembled, the other end of each bar is also 
bent at right angles, then the ends are welded between the 
joints. The finished rotor is shown in fig. 8. The sdvan- 
tages of the rotor constructed by this method are obvious. 
The usual rotor end rings are entirely with. The 
extension of the bar itself forme the nng. No flux or 
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brazing compound is used in making the joints, only pure 
electrolytic copper throughout. They are preferably welded 
with oxy-acetylene apparatus, and when this is done the ends 
of the bar are a continuous ring. It is a sound mechanical 
job, and there is not the usual fear of nuts, bolts, and screws 
coming loose. When the rotors are constructed and the end 
rings cast on, there is always the chance of poor joints. A 


Fid. 3. 


large number of these rotors are in use, and not in a single 
instance has a complaint been received regarding them. 


Battery Testers. 


The Н.В. Shox rz Co., of New York, has, after lengthy 
experiments, recently placed on the market the Shuro”’ 
cell tester, of which we give an illustration (fig. 2). The 
instrument, which has been specially designed to meet the 
requirements both of garages and private car owners, is pro- 
vided with a simultaneous volt-ammeter, mounted in such a 
position that it can be easily read, and is amply protected. 
the light above the instrument giving a clear indication of 
the condition of the battery. In the volt-ammeter the upper 
scale indicates volts from 0 to 2, and the lower one amperes 
from 0 to 250, the accurate voltage and amperage of the cell 
to which the tester is applied being thus recorded under a 


Frc. 4.—THe SHuro BATTERY TESTER. 


discharge test. Thus, if an eleven-plate cell shows 1.55 volts 
and 180 amps., it may be regarded as doing well. The makers 
point out, however, that voltage is not always a true guide to 
the condition of a battery, as all the cells may be low and 
uneven, and need only a recharge. Trouble is, on the other 
hand, present when a cell stands at 0.1 volt or more below 
the remaining cells, which are strong and show no tendency 
to weaken when the tester is connected. The device is 
claimed to test every cell of a battery individually and under 
full load, indicating the current and the voltage of each cell. 
A bright light is shown by the lamp when the cell is strong 
and a dim light when the cell is weak. The instrument, 
which weighs 2 lb., requires the use of.a special 14-volt bulb. 

Another American invention of а similar nature is the 
Springfield high-rate discharge instrument, made by the 
SERVICE Propucts Co., of Springfield, Ohio, of which an 
illustration is given herewith (fig. 5).—It is intended for use 
in the detection of damaged ог, faulty cells, and, as will be 
seen, comprises a voltmeter with reading 2-0-2, graduated in 
tenths, mounted on two steel posts which terminate in a 
convenient handle. When the points of the instrument are 
brought into contact with the terminals of the battery 
with a steady pressure and wiping effect, the current is 
through a fixed résistance which determines the rate 
of discharge. The resistance has a current capacity of 
80 amps. cold and 70 amps. when hot. If the insulation of 
a cell is defective, the needle will gradually recede towards 
the centre as the high-rate discharge takes place, while if 
the cell hag an open circuit or broken connection inside or 


outside, the finger will remain at zero. The instrument will 
not only be found useful in the accumulator repair depart- 


Fic. 5.—THE SPRINGFIELD BATTERY TESTER. 


ment of motor garages, but it can be used to test batteries 
in situ, the test of each cell only lasting from 10 to 90 seconds. 


Milli-ampere Meter for the Blind. 


A unique adaptation of a standard milli-ammeter has recently 
been made by the GENERAL ELECTRIC Co., Lro., 67, Queen 
Victoria Street, E.C.4. In connection with electro-thera- 
peutics a milli-ammeter was required which could be con- 
veniently used by the blind to enable them to ineasure or 
maintain a definite value of current. An instrument, which 
reads from 0 to 50 milli-amperes, is provided with an external 


Fic. 6.—MiLLI-AMPERE METER FOR THE BLINN. 


arin moving over an embossed scale with the calibration 
similar to the instrument scale. Attached to this movable arm 
in the interior of the instrument are two contacts, either of 
which makes electrical connection with the pointer of the in- 
strument. When in use the arm is set at the reading desired, 
and by means of a clear toned bell ringing when the pointer 
is touching one contact, and a muffled toned bell ringing when 
touching the other, the operator is able with a regulating 
resistance to obtain any desired current. On the other hand, 
if it ig desired to read the current flowing, the instrument is 
placed in circuit with the movable arm set at zero, and as soon 
us the current is switched on. the clear bel] commences to 
ring and continues to do so until the operator swings over the 
arm beyond the position of rest of the pointer of the instru- 
ment. The muffled bell then rings, and by a nice adjustment 
of the movable arm a position can be obtained in which 
neither bell will ring, when the reading can be taken from the 
embossed scale. 


Electropercussive Welding.— The American Machinist 
recently published an article on the method of joining wires 
bv connecting to the terminals of a charged condenser and 
bringing them suddenly together. Sufficient electrical 
energy is liberated by the discharge to melt the wires, 
while the force of the blow welds them together. A 
machine suitable for jointing aluminium and other wires up 
to No. 13 gauge is described. One wire is held in a chuck at 
the base of the apparatus, while the other is clamped into a 
holder free to slide in vertical guides. The holders are con- 
nected to the terminals of an electrolytic condenser by a 
circuit containing an adjustable inductance, and are kept 
short-circuited till required. The condenser is coupled un to 
a source of supply through resistances. The wires have their 
ends prepared by a special cutter, the switch is opened and 
the upper holder is allowed to fall. when. if all adjustments 
are correct, a perfect weld is immediately made. Oscillo- 
graphic tests with No. 18 B. & S. aluminium wire show that 
the power expended at the weld reaches 28 xw. for an instant, 
but the entire weld is made in 0.0012 sec.: the total energv 
is about 0.00000128 xw.-hour per weld. The process is well 
adapted to welding copper connections to aluminium. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 


Р 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Serron-Jonss, O’Deut AND 
SrzPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


11.468. Application of electricity to heating of hot-bulb internal com- 
bustion engines for starting, &с." W. Brar and T. J. Heatim. April 26th. 

11,493. “ Portable electric vacuum cleaners." G. A. Cklli. April 26th. 
(Italy, April 24th, 1919.) 

11,516. “ Framework of magneto armatures." L. E. Bruner and P. J. M. 
Lerevre. April 26th. 

11.519. Conversion of electric currents.” 
April 26th. (Germany, February 7th, 1917.) 

11.560. Electric welding apparatus.“ T. E. Murray. April 26th. 
(United States, May 2nd, 1919.) 

11.590. Electrical method of reproducing distant scenes visually." B. F. 
S. BabEN-POWEI I. April 27th. | 

11.616. Electrical connectors for electric heating, &c., appliances." C. H. 
ARCHER and AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING Co. April 27th. 

11.617. Telephone systems." Avromatic TELEPHONE MANuFacTuRING Co. 
and C. GiLLINGs. April 27th. mE 
11.618. Call indicators.“ Аотоматс ТЕ ЕРНОМЕ Manuracturinc Co. 
April 27th. N 

11,624. Spark plug." J. M. McKrnmsaw. April 27tb. 

11,625. Combination switches." R. K. WINNING. April 27th. | 

11,638. ''Harmonic generator or regenerator.” WESTERN ELECTRIC Co. 
April 27th. (United States, April 28th, 1919.) 

11.658. Impregnating paper, &c., with electrical insulating compounds, 
&c." C. J. Beaver and E. A. Craremont. April 27th. 

11,662. ''Sparking plugs." С. Hower. April 27th. 

11.666. Portable electric lamps.“ L. ЁсиЕВ and FuLLER's Unitep Ergc- 
TRIC Works. April 27th. ; А | 

11.667. Wireless telephony and telegraphy.” H. Morris-Arrey, H. L. 
CROWTHER and L. A. McDoucatp. April 27th. 

11.718. Electric torch and attachment for  motor-vehicles." . R. S. 
Paterson. April 28th. 

11.721. Terminal for cables for ignition and electrical systems on internal- 
combustion engines." К. S. Paterson. April 28th. . 

11,725. ''Sparking plugs." E. S. Ковектѕ. April 28th: 

11,731. “ Electric side lamps of motor vehicles and attaching lens to 
lamp body." A. Georce and F. H. Lees. April 28th. 

11.733. Toy clectric motors." F. Ноккву. April 28th. 

11.735. Wireless telegraphy systems of the arc gap type." L. T. 
BARKER, April 28th. 

11,748. “ Means of supporting electrodes in vacuum tubes for wireless tele- 
graphy, &c." F. O. Reap & Co. and J.*Scorr-TacoagRT. April 28th. 

11.757. Sparking plugs." К. Солк. April 28th. 

11.771.“ Method of making spark-plug insulators.” А. E. ALEXANDER. 
(General Ceramics Co.) April 28th. 

11.774. Automatic circuit-breaker." Fina ELECT d Heater, LTD., and 
C. KRATT. April 28th. 

11.777. Electric distant control apparatus." Soc. pite Da кт Битин. 
April 28th. (France, May 26th, 1919.) 

11,782. “ Combined ејссігіс dynamo or motor and pump." A. E. SHINER. 
April 28th. 

11,791. „ Ignition devices for internal-combustion engines." H. W. F. 
Іҝкілмо, H. Lucas and J. L. Мишык. April 28th. - 

11.798. Distributors for magneto-electric machines.“ 
April 28th. 

11,819. *' Magneto-electric machines," British Тномѕох Houston Co. and 
A. P. Younc. April 28th. 

11.824. Means for starting internal-combustion engines.“ A. J. Арам. 
April 28th. | 

11,837. *' Conduits for electrical conductors." С. S. Davipson and C. E. 
Morris. April 29th. | 

11,842. *' Electric Switches." W. A. Lecce. April 29th. 

11,849. “Sparking plugs." T. L. CLARK. April 29th. 

11.852. Ceiling-rose for electric wires or cables." A. J. Row ey. April 
29th. 

11,880. Dynamo-clectric machines adapted for synchronous working." L, 
J. Номт and Sanvycrort, Lip. April 29th. : 

11,888. '' Electrical indicators for railway signal, &c., amps." W. H. I. 
WeLcH. April 29th. 

11,894. “ Machine switching telephone exchange systems." Western ELEC- 
tric Co. April 29th. (United States, September láth, 1917.) 
us Electrical condensers.” J. JoseeH and Н. W. SULLIVAN, April 
th. 

11,902. “ Sparking plugs." J. W. E. Laker. April 29th. 

11.903. Electrical apparatus." Ajax, Lro., C. A. Coorer and D. F. SELL. 
April 29th. | ; 

11,904. “ Duplex and multiplex telegraphy." Eastern Tececrarn Co. and 
B. Daviks. April 29th. 

11,930. “ Electric fly switches." C. А. Dawrv. April 29th. 

11,934. “ Recovery of zinc by electrolysis." ELECTEOLVIIC Zinc Co. April 
29th. (Australia, December 24th, 1919.) 

11,935. “ Electric switches." G. Gatto and F. \иллквотто, April 29th. 
(Italv.. April 29th, 1919.) : 
11,936. '' Electric switches." G. Gatto and Е ViLLa4RBOITO. April 99th. 
(Italy, April 29th, 1919.) 

11.941. Elevtric generators." J. Gorpon Hatt. April 29th. 

11,943. ‘Sparking plugs." E. & F. Coorer. April 29th, се 

11.952. „ Resistance elements for electric muffle furnaces, melting furnaces, 
&c." A. IMBEkY. April 30th. 

11,957. “ Holders or fittings for incandescent electric, &c., lamps." W. E. 
SHUTTLEWORTH. April 30th. | 
11.971. ** Holder for electric welding." G Ucrow. April 30th 
11.976, “ Device for utilisation of tida! power for driving dynamos. &." G 
Davies. April 30th. | 

11,998. “ Preventing oxidation ‘of electrical, &c., apparatus," F. C. 
Pran м. April 30th. 

I. Mi. „ Electric lamp holders.“ W. A. I. BOOIIH. April 30th. 

12,0015. ** Combined. electric switch terminal.“ G. B. ANDERSON and B. 
Bex NAI... April 30th. | 

]2. 72. “ Electric immersion heaters.” J. NOLAN. April 30th. 


SIEMENS-SCHUCKERTWERKE. 


C. B. REDRUP. 


12,028. "Electric heating resistances." Thermos Акт. Ges. April 30th. 
(Germany, Jonuary J6th, 1915 ) 
12.029. '' Electric heating apphances, THERMOS Agr. Ges. — April 30th. 


(Germany, December 5th, 1914. 


E Die for wrapping paper on wire, &c.' E. A. CLAkENONT. April 


12,043. '' Method of preventing loss of eine in electric battery." А. 
Росснагм. April 30th. 


12,053. Telephone systems.“ Western Evectric Co. April 30th. (United 
States, Mav 21«t, 1919.) ZU 

12,056. '' Trip mechanism for electric ignition devices for Internal-com- 
bustion engines.” A. J. ADAMS. Apri] 30th. ao 


12.057. Trip mechanism for electric ignition devices for inter gal- com- 
bustion engines." A. J. Apaws. April 30th. | | 

12.066. Electric resistance materials." W. C. G. HAYWARD and J. J. J. 
М. Кісүтмамѕ. April 30th. Polo XN IS | | 

12,070. '' Electric heaters." D. ANDERSON and C. Scort-SNELL. Mav Ist. 


12,102. “ Automatic electro-magnetic accumulator charging switch." J. 
Taylor. May Ist. | 


12,111. '' Active material for electric accumulators.” H. Leirner. May Ist. 
12,120. ‘ Electricity meters.” CHAMBERLAIN & НООКНАМ and S. James. 


12,135. “ Electric welding.” J. E. POLLAK (Maschinenbau Akt. Ges. See. 
bach). May Ist. | | 


12,143. “ Process for manufacture of refractory and insulating produets. 
J E. Di. ANA and G. L. DMITRI. May Ist. (France, November 21st, 1916.) 


12.145. Process for manufacture of refractory and insulating ишы 
J. E. Devaunay and G. L. Diuirxi. May Ist. (France, July 16th, 1918.) 


12,146. Electric valves." G. Giles. May Ist. 
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PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS, 
The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1916. | | 
5,821. SuacNarLING Lamps. А. C. W. Aldis and С. J. Burke. April llth, 
1916. (Complete accepted, November 17th, 1916. Patent sealed. November 
l7th, 1916.) (141,077.) | і | 
2918. 


2,159. MACHINE-SWITCHING TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. Western Electric Co., L. 
Polinkowsky, J. G. Hackley and G. Deaken. (Western Elecric Co. and C. E. 
Stevens, in part.) February 6th, 1918. (141,080.) : 

3,333. MACHINE SWITCHING TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEMS. Western Electric 
Co. and L. Polinkowsky. (Western Electric Co., in part) February 25th, 
1918. (141.081.) de: oe We n URS 

3,530. MACHINE-SWITCHING TELEPHONE EXCHANGE “SYSTEMS, Western Electric 
Co. and L. Polinkowsky. February 27th, 1918. (141,083.) 

10,864. REGULATING DEVICE FOR DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. O. Imray (Bosch 
Akt. Ges., R.). July 2nd, 1918. (141, 084.) 

20,168. SHADED POLE MOTORS AND THE LIKE. E. S. Carey. December 5th, 
1918. (141,099.) ; 

20,254. MANUFACTURE OF ELECIRIC-DYNAMOS AND MOTORS. A. Lyon & 
Wrench, T. L. R. Cooper and J. C. Todman. December 6th, 1918. (141, 101.) 

21,930. AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM. Sterling Telephone & Elec- 
tric Co. and W. C. Davey. December 3lst, 1918. (141,106.) 


1919. 


216. DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. E. J. Harman and E. Le Bas. January 
3rd, 1919.  (141,116.) 

370. PROTECTIVE DEVICES FOR ALTERNATING CURRENT ELECTRIC DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEMS. British Thomson-Houston Co. and E. B. Wedmore. January 6th, 
1919. (141,121.) | | 

3.753. DEVICES FOR ‘INDICATING THR POSITION OF ELECTRIC SWITCHES, GAS 
FITTINGS, OR THE LIKE IN KOOMS OR OTHER Lacs. J. E. Arnold. August 14th, 
1919. (141,150.) | 

4,166. ELECTRIC REGULATOR OF THE INDUCED-CURRENT MOTOR TYPE. G. di L. 
Pestarini. February 19th, 1919. (141, 153.) 

6,320. ELECTRICAL SIEAM-GENEKATINC vLANTS. H. Pfenninger. March 13th, 
1919. (141,170.) | 

7,960. FASTENING OF METAL BASES TO GLASS VESSELS SUCH AS ELECTRIC INCAN- 
DESCENT Laras, British Thomson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co.). March 
29th, 1919. (141, 182.) ‚ 

8,448. RECEIVING METHODS OF — RADIO-IELEGRAPHIC AND  RADIO-TELEPHONIC 
SIGNALS. С. Bardeloni. October 3rd, 1916. (141, 185.) 

8,608. ELECTRIC RksISTANCE Devices. C. L. Browne and S. H. Heywood & 
Co. April Sth, 1919. (141.188.) lus 

9,168. "WIRELESS RECEIVING AND TRANSMITTING APPARATUS. J. Erskine-Murray 
and J. Robinson. April 10th, 1919. (141,199.) 

10,112. DELAY-ACTION. ELECTRIC SWITCHES. J. W. White. April 23rd, 1919. 
(141,195.) 

2,765. OPERATING AND TRIPPING MECHANISM OF OIL BREAK ELECTRICAL SWITCHES. 
К. T. Norton. Мау 21м, 1919. (141,217.) 

13,552. ELECTRIC CONTROL GEAR FOR DYNAMO-ELECIRIC MACHINES. R. Н. Bar- 
bour and J. R. Walton. May 29th, 1919. (Cognate application 29,826/19.) 
(141,225.) 

14,305. DIRECT-<CURRENT DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. B. J. Shillito. June 
9th, 1919. (141,231.) EA | 

14,350. ELECTRIC TRANSFORMERS. Vickers, Ltd., and F. R. Baerlocher. June 
9th, 1919. (141,232.) 

14,417. CONSTRUCTION OF SPARKING-PILUG FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. 
G. H. Negus. June 6th, 1919. (141,233.) | 

14,792. DISTRIBUTION FOR IGNITION APPARAILS. C. Olivetti. June llth. 1919. 
(141,2: a 

15.910. FIELD TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE CACHANGES. А. А. Clarke and E E 
Price. Junc 24th, 1919, (141,243.) 

19,721. MAGNETO-ELECTRIC IGNITION APPARATUS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION 
ENGINES, Scintilia. September 13th. 1918. (132,498... ` 

21,151. WikkLESS TELEGRAPHY AND THE LIKE. C. P. Ryan. August 28th, 
1919. (141,269.) 

22,172. ADJUSTMENT FOR TOOTHED WHEELS’ IN MAGNETO-ELECTRIC IGNITION 
APPARATUS КОК INTEKNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. Scintilla. October Ist, 1918.. 
(133,296.) 

25.930. MEASUREMENT OF THE WATTLESS COMPONENT OF ALTERNATING ELECTRIC 
CURRENT POWER. S. Z. de Ferranti С. Wall and Ferranti, Ltd. October 22nd. 
1919. (Addition to 137,090.) (141,285.) 

26,715. ELEGIRIC-SWIICHING MECHANISM. Westinghouse Electric and Maz 
facturing Co. October Soth, 1918. (154,543.) | 

28,635. ELECTRIC switcirs FOR CONTROLIING ELECTRICALLY-HEATED APPARATUS. 
H. Jaggi-Zumbuhl. June Bist, 191). (141. 291.) 

| 1920. | | А; | 

1.475. EL rœrο % G. G. Hepburn. February And. 1919. (Divided 

application on 139,296.) (141.305.) E NEC RN 


5.7398. AUTOMSTIC TELEPHONE FXCHANGE SYSTEM. Sterling Telephone and Ele- 


tric Co. and W. C. Davey. December 31st, 1918. (Divided application on, 
141.106.) (141.310. | NEM 

5.808. AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE car SYSTEM. Sterling Telephone and Ее. 
tric Co. and W. C. Davey. December 3lst, 1918. (Divided application on 
141.106.) (141,311.) f ; 

5,569. AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEM. Sterlin Tolephone and Elec- 
tric Со. and W. C. Davey. December 31st, 1918. (Divided application on 
141,106.) (141,312.) 
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FIREPROOF AND OTHER GRADES. 
ESTABLISHED NEARLY 20 YEARS. 


Birkby's “ELO” 


all parposes for which moulded in- 
оа is required specify ““ELO"— 
which is water, oil and fireproof. 
ФФФФФФФФФФФФФФФФФ Ф 6 „„ 6 6 6 6 


FLEMING. BIRKBY & GOODALL, LTD. 
LIVERSEDGE, YORKSHIRE, 


WRIGHT Tel: Motor. 
Ac X MOTORS. 


WRIGHT MOTORS, Ltd., HALIFAX. 
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SMALL TURNED PARTS and CASTINGS 


for ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 
A. MORTON, 
6, Tenby Street North, Birmingham. 


BROOK 


ONE, TWO and THREE-PHASE 


MOTORS. 


See Sup. 46. 


SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST F. MOY, LTD., 


Manufacturing Electrical Engineers and 
vernment Contractors, 


GREENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 


MICA & MICANITE 
TAYLOR & PETTERS, LTD., 


40, Hatton Garden, London, E.C. 1. 


Phone: 
4575 Central. Bee Page ii, 


MOTORS. * DYNAMOS. 
VICTORIA Dynamo & MOTOR Co., 


CRAVEN HOUSE, 


Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 
"Phene; Gerrard 1245. 


CHURTON œ 


* and pol yrs 


+ | MOTORS, 


TY. HARDING CHURTON & CO., LTD., 
Atlas Works, Water Lane, LEEDS. ] 


SKATOSKALO 
BOILER SCALING TOOLS. 


Sole Maker: 


FRANK GILMAN, 
9, Westfield Road, BIRMINGHAM. 


Bes Advertisement this week, page xxxvif, Z. 
“EMPIRE” 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL 
Pumps, Compressors, Machine Tools. 


ELECTRIC CONTROL. LIMITED. GLASGOW. 


WESTERN-ELECTRIC 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 
Norfolk House, Victoria Embankment, e gs 
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One, Two and Three-Phase. 
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-- BEADS - - 


immediate Delivery. ` 
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IDDESLEIGH HOUSE, Caxton SL, Westminster. 
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INGLEBY & Co., 
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MOTORS LEEDS. 
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THE RATING OF MACHINERY. 


THE remarkable change in money values which has taken 
place during the past few years is, of necessity, causing 
considerable anxiety among business men throughout the 
country. It is а difficulty which crops up at every turn, 
because there are undoubtedly many cases in which serious 
hardships will be caused if the practice of stereotyping 
present values for any considerable number of years ahead 
is resorted to, as is threatened in some instances. The 
problem is a peculiarly difficult one with regard to the 
rating of property generally, and whilst we believe а broad 
view may be taken in the matter of general rating, when 
the quinquennial assessment is finally made this year, signs 
are not wanting that in relation to the rating of machinery, 
the full pound of flesh will be demanded. 

An important principle is at stake here, because con- 
ditions are so fluctuating that whilst he would be a rash 
person who would foretell any fall in the cost of labour, 
nevertheless the ordinary laws of economics will almost 
certainly come into play to bring about reductions in other 
directions, yet what do we find some assessment authorities 
doing in the matter of machinery assessments? The new 
valuation lista have not yet been prepared throughout the 
country, but it is known that in some instances where they 
have been prepared, the assessments have been doubled and 
even trebled. Hasty action of this sort is seriously to be 
deprecated, and we can only imagine it is based on the 
principle which was so strongly put forward in connection 
with the Profiteering Act, that a man could not be said to 
be profiteering if he charged for an article a price based 
If the basis of the new 
assessment is to be the replacement value of all existing 
plant, then, indeed, will an intolerable burden be placed 
upon industry, and every step must be taken to bring that 
point before the various Unions. 

We are aware that the authorities: in London are averse 
to stereotyping future legislation too much upon present 
conditions, but although it may be said that a new 
valuation will be made in five years' time, our know- 
ledge and experience of rating authorities is such that 
we would rather not have the trouble and expense of 
arguing the case for a reduction at the next quinquennial 
valuation. One of the leading valuation authorities in 
London recently, before а Parliamentary Committee, 
expressed the view that values would eventually settle down 
at about, 70 per cent. above the figures of 1914, and that 18 
a long way from the 200 and more per cent. which we are 
informed is being placed upon existing assessments by some 
authorities. There is need for concerted action, and it is 
satisfactory to note that the Machinery Users’ Association 
is keenly alive to the injustice which may well be per- 
petrated unless a watchful eye is kept upon rating authori- 
ties as a whole. Unhappily, it is no uncommon thing for 
Government Departments to differ, and although there is a 
desire on the one hand on the part of Departments which 
have not to collect taxes, to go warily, on the orher hand, 
it cannot be overlooked that in giving evidence before the 
Select Committee on War Wealth, the officials of Somerset 


House gxpremed the view that values in future should be 
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taken on the present basis. From more than one point of 
view that is undeniably an unsound doctrine, desirable 
though it may be from the tax-collector’s point of view. 

In the first place, such an expression of opinion will in- 
evitably react upon the authorities throughout the country, 
without investigation of the premises upon which it was 
based, or the circumstances in which it was offered to the 
Committee. More important than that, however, is the 
position in which manufacturers and machinery users will 
be placed where, as is the case almost invariably, plant 
exista which was bought several years ago. This merely 
serves to emphasise the serious position of machinery users. 
Much plant bought years ago can only be replaced or 
repaired at a very high cost, and under great difficulties 
even then. The result is that, if assessments are to be 
made upon present values, there will be a large amount of 
partly worn-out machinery standing in books at excessive 
values. In the present condition of trade, every encourage- 
ment should be given to machinery users to put their works 
in good order, quite apart from the general unsoundness of 
the policy of stereotyping the future upon a condition of 
affairs which must inevitably change for the better to some 
extent within the next few years. There ought clearly to 
be a differentiation between machinery, and the purchase 
price, with an adequate allowance for depreciation, is the 
only logical and sound basis. 


THERE is, it must be confessed, a 


Ап ә е e. 0 
certain lack of distinction about many of 
Epoch-Markl 
. i: the I.E.E. papers; while they are often 


of very great technical interest and value, 
they seldom touch that pitch which, like Duddell's lecture 
on the arc, arouses the audience to enthusiasm and marks a 
day with a red letter in the aunals of science. But on 
Thursday last week Mr. Sydney Everahed, whose papera are 
rare but always superlatively good, once more came forward 
with a masterpiece of scientific literature, worthy to rank 
with the most noted essays on electrical science that the 
Institution has been privileged to hear. Indeed, in the 
discussion, his paper was declared to do for permanent 
magnets what Dr. Hopkinson's did for electromagaeta, in 
that it swept away the devices of empiricism and established 
the subject on a sound scientific foundation. 

The paper itself was somewhat uninviting in appearance ; 
it offered 46 pages of good hard reading, on a subject with 
which the majority of the audience had little direct associa- 
tion. But the lecture which the author delivered, without 
the aid of notes, put a wholly different complexion on the 
matter. Lucidly expressed, and relieved by sparks of dry 
humour, it lightly traversed the whole field of the 20 years’ 
work embodied in the paper, and leading on from molecular 
theory to experimental study, finally made it clear that the 
author had found a key to the secrets of permanent 
magnetism—a key which all the time had been hanging on 
the nail, so to speak, awaiting someone with the patience 
and insight that would enable him to see it. 

While we cannot do full justice to Mr. Evershed’s 
illuminating lecture, or to his monumental paper, we give 
elsewhere a report of the proceedings; and in con- 
gratulating him upon a great achievement, we may assure 
him that the“ practical" paper which he has promised will 
be awaited with the keenest interest and anticipation. 


IN our issue of October 10th, 1913, we 
drew attention to four motors installed at 
the printing offices of Messrs. United 
Newspapers, Ltd., which for five years had been driving two 
big Hoe presses. We pointed out that these motors differed 
in many respecte from current practice, but most of all in 
the remarkable output obtained in comparison with their 


The Chitty 
Motor. 


dimensions and weight, each giving 120 вн. Р. at 
230-650 R.P.M., and weighing 80 cwt. They gave com- 
plete satisfaction to the mechanical superintendent of 
the company, Mr. С. W. Mascord, and ran at a safe 
temperature. Moreover, their cost to manufacture was 
extremely low. We urged that, in the best interests of the 
electrical industry, full advantage should be taken of the 
possibilities of improvement in output for weight and size 
that were evidently still far from exhausted. 

Those motors were built by the Rees-Roturbo Manu- 
facturing Co., Ltd., to the designs of Mr. Henry Chitty. 
As we fally anticipated, the accuracy of our statements was 
immediately challenged, but we did not ask our readers to 
accept them blindfold ; we urged them to go and see the 
machines themselves. The correspondence which ensued 
ran on for many weeks, without in the least modifying the 
fact that the machines were solid realities and fulfilled the 
claims we made for them. 

Had not the war intervened, the manufacture of machines 
of this type would, doubtless, have been developed. Over 
six years have passed, and the subject—so far as publication 
is concerned—has lain dormant, but not forgotten; we 
have looked forward to the resumption of activity in this 
quarter, and we are gratified now to be in a position to say 
that production has commenced, and arrangements are in 
progress for the manufacture of these motors and dynamos 
on mass production" lines. Lust week we had the 


pleasure of seeing two machines running on load; they 


were similar machines, on the Hopkinson—or rather, 
the Kapp—test, one acting as motor, and the other as 
generator, and the losses being supplied electrically by a 
third machine of another make. The normal rating of both 
machines was 500 amperes at 220 volts, 1,440 RP.M.; 
they ran without sparking or undue heating, both at normal 
load and with 660 amperes on the motor, which load was 
thrown on and off repeatedly without effect on their 
behaviour. The weight of each machine, including its bed- 
plate, was 1,750 lb., and its dimensions were correspond- 
ingly small. The normal input to the motor was 110 Kw., 
and the mean efficiency 93 per cent. The specific weight 
was 17 lb. per KW. 

These figures speak for themselves to the expert; for 
those who are not dynamo designers, we may say that the 
output is more than twice that usually expected from 
machines of this siz2—like that of the machines we 
described in 1913. 


Ir was with great pleasure that we 
took pait in the recognition by the 
electric vehicle industry of the splendid 
work that Mr. Frank Ayton has accomplished as founder, 
hon. secretary, and, finally, chairman of the Electric Vehicle 


The Ayton 
Presentation. 


Committee ; a report of the pro:eedings at the dinner at 


which he was the guest of honour is given in our Notes 
columns to-day. The excellent progress that has already 
been achieved in the face of innumerable obstacles was fully 
recognised by the speakers, but the keynote of the speeches 
was the magnificent proapect that lies before this branch of 
the electrical industry. Never before has its future been 
во гову. The eight-hour day has sealed the fate of horse 
traction, petrol is continually growing dearer and scarcer, 
and the electric vehicle is going to be the saviour of 
the situation. Moreover, the Electricity Commissioners 
have announced their intention of encouraging the use of 
electric vehicles, by granting powers to corporations to 
establish garages and charging stations ; this is the supreme 
need of the industry, which has always been hampered and 
restricted in its development by the lack of charging 
facilities. 

In its early days the industry suffered from recurring 
attempts, not so much to establish a sound business as to 
exploit the investing public, but those times, we hope, are 
past; the industry is now in the hands of men who are 
determined to establish it on a firm industrial basis, it has 
before it an unexampled opportunity, and we look forward to 
an immense development in the near future. 
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THE KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES ELECTRICITY WORKS. 


Ir will be remembered that during the Municipal Elec- 
trical Convention of June, 1913, members of the M.E.A. 
visited the riverside borough on the completion of ex- 
tensions to the electricity works which cost about 
£15,000. The new plant, which we described at the 
time," was inaugurated in September, 1913, and was 


said to be practically the first of its kind to be installed 
in this country. Two Diesel engine sets of the M.A.N. 


it was decided to be less costly to install another Diesel 
set rather than to keep boilers banked during the da7. 
A two-cycle engine was selected, which in addition, to 
stand-by duties, assisted the old steam plant on peak 
loads. During the year ended March 3186, 1918. the 


steam plant generated 939,122 units at a fuel cert uf 
£9,183, or 2.346d., while the Diesel engines generated 
(16.913 units at a fuel cost of £1,942, or 0.6234. per 
unit sold. 
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Fra. 1.—T.vNÓsTROM TURBO-ALTERNATOKS AT KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES. ZO 


Fic. 2.—CROMPTON THREE-PHASE SWITCHBOARD. 


type, each coupled to a Siemens 270-kw. flywheel alter- 
nator, were installed, the intention being to decrease 
fuel costs and wages and repair costs in the boiler house. 

One 4-cycle set with a low fuel consumption took the 
whole load of the station for an average of 16 hours 
per day, the boilers being shut down entirely during 
such hours. In order to obviate the risk of stoppage, 


He enam cr SR fo ЕЛА ПРЫЕ ныт 
* ELECTRICAL REVIEW, June 13th, 1913. 


Fie. 3.—SrtRLING 91 000-1в::Вопенв. 


Following the strenuous war period, like many ether 
undertakings of the kind, considerable trouble was ex- 
perienced with the plant, and several breakdowns oo- 
eurred in the latter part of 1918. Due to the heavy 
overload to which the plant had been subjecte'l, a 
serious breakdown eventually occurred in Dece™ber, 
1918; to aggravate matters, some of the statica em- 
ployés struck work about the same time, and a total 
suspension of the supply seemed inevitable. Howevar, 
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Mr. T. A. Kingham, together with his assistant and 
one or two representatives of the Brush Electrical En- 
gineering Co., Ltd., commendably set to, and by work- ^ 
ing continuously through the holidays from December 
24th to January Ist, managed to get part of the new 
turbo-generator plant, which was then being delivered, 
into commission, and were therebv. able to maintain 
the supply. Owing to the non-delivery of the E.H.T. 


to the two Diesel sets, of a number of Belliss steam reci- 
procating sets coupled to Siemens disk-type alternators. 
-[m the recent extensions, particulars of which are given 


in what follows, and which we recently had the pleasure 


Fic. 4.—A 1,000-kw. Frequency CHANGER. 


switchboard and gear the station was for three months 
successfully run and controlled from the temporary 
3,300-volt, 3-phase switchboard, fig. 5, which was erected 
during the above-mentioned holidays. 

In February, 1913, owing to the constantly increas- 
ing demand for power for munition works, the Town 
Council entered into an agreement with the Ministry of 
Munitions, which had approved of 
a 3-phase scheme prepared by Mr. 
J. E. Edgecombe, the then borough 
electrical engineer, and now con- 
sulting engineer to the Corporation, 
and the sanction of the Local 
Government Board was obtained to 
a loan of £25,000 for a period of 
20 years at 6 per cent. for the pur- 


pose of purchasing additional . EE 
electrical plant and equipment. 
The new installation consisted of 
two water-tube boilers, buildings 
and accessories; two  1,000-kw. 
steam  turbo-alternators, with the 


necessary engine-house plant; and 
switchgear, distributing plant, and 
sub-station transforming gear. The 
first instalment of the new plant, 
consisting of a 1,000-kw. turbo- 
generator set, was put to work 
as stated above in January, 1919; a 
duplicate set was installed in June, 
and the boilers were finally com- 
pleted in July of the same year. It 
is interesting to note that in spite of 
the conditions under which the first 
set was put into commission it ran 
continuously from January Ist to March 31st, 19 
with but a single two hours’ rest for the purpose of 
cleaning out the condenser. 

The Kingston-upon-Thames public supply was until 
recently entirely single-phase, 77 periods, generation 
being at 2,100 volts, and the pressure at consumers’ ter- 
minals, who were supplied through stepdown trans- 
former sub-stations and pillars, was 105 and 210 volta. 
The single-phase generating plant consists, in addition 
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of inspecting, а breakaway has been made from single- 
phase generation, and a 3-phase system introduced. 
This has necessitated a link between the two systems 
in the shape of two 1,000-Kw. frequency-changing 
| motor generators, which form the 
most interesting portion of the new 
plant. The new generating plant 
consists of two Brush-Ljungstrom 
turbo-alternators, fig. 1, each cap- 
able of developing 1,000 KW. The 
turbines, which are of the double- 
rotation radial-flow type, operate 
at a steam pressure of 200 lb. per 
sq. in., and 200 deg. F. of super- 
heat. The steam consumption at 
full load is 12.5 lb.; at $ load, 13.1 
Ib.; and at $ load, 14.7 lb. 

The two alternators of each set, 
which generate 3-phase energy at 
3,300 volts and 50 periods, are 
identical in construction, and both 
run at 3,000 n.P.M., but in opposite 
directions. From the point of view 
of switchgear, &c., both machines 
are considered as a single set, the 
stator windings being connected in 
parallel. The series-connected field 
windings are energised from a 
single exciter mounted on the end 
casing of one of the alternators. 
The rotors each consist of a solid 
steel forging. Axial ventilation is used throughout the 
machine, and both stator and rotor are mica insulated. 
The complete turbo-alternator is carried by its con- 
denser, which is of the surface type, and is bolted direct 
to the flange of the exhaust branch of the turbine. Each 
turbo-generator has its own ‘‘ Sirocco" air washer of 


the water-spray type, and its own set of Edwards air 
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55 E. H. T. SWITCHBOARD AT KINGSTON. 


and Pulsometer circulating pumps. The condensers 
are on the station floor level while the turbines are on 
a platform on the switchboard gallery level. 

The two new Stirling boilers are each capable of 


evaporating 21,000 lb. from and at 212 deg. F. They 
are fitted with B, & W, chain grate stokers, and work 
in conjunction with a Green economiser, The feed 


pumps aro of the turbine type, and their exhaust steam 
is used to raise the temperature of the feed water prior 
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to its delivery to the boilers. All water, which passes 
through & Bracket rotary screening. plant, fig. 7, is 
drawn from and returned to, the river Thames. бн 
very. excellent results are being obtained with the very 
low-quality fuel that is being burnt; at present coke 
breeze with a calorific value of 8,000 B. TH. U, per lb. is 
being used. This is wheeled by means of hand trucks 
from the stock yard over a weigh bridge, and dumped 
before the boilers. It is then shovelled by hand into 
the hoppers. It is hoped at a later date to install coal- 
handling plant which will greatly facilitate the stoking 
arrangements. 

The new three-phase switchboard, fig. 2, and switch- 
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a solid coil and eliminate .air spaces. The arrange- 
ment of the winding is such that the voltage between 
adjacent conductors is a minimum. A single steel cast- 
ing forms the poles and hub of each rotor, the laminated 
pole shoes being screwed on after the coils were Placed 
in position. A heavy amortisseur winding is provided 
in the pole face. Bare copper strip of heavy section 
wound on edge, and assembled under hydraulic pres- 
sure form the field coils. Duplicate sets of carbon 
brushes in box-type holders are provided for the gun- 
metal slip rings. In order to keep the peripheral 
velocity within safe limits, owing to the high speed at 
which the sets гип, very long machines were necessary. 
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Fic. 6.—SECTIONAL ELEVATION OF FREQUENCY CHANGER. 


gear was manufactured by Messrs. Crompton & Co., 
of Chelmsford, and Messrs. Lucy & Co., of Oxford, 
to the order of Mr. J. G. Statter. The new board 
is composed of handsome grey marble panels, the 
synchronising panel being placed in the centre, on either 
side af which are located the turbo-generator and motor- 
generator panels, and on the outsides the feeder panels. 

The 1,000-kw. frequency-changing sets consist each 
of five machines as follows: A single-phase alternator, 
a three-phase synchronous motor, a starting motor, and 
two exciters, one for the alternator and the other for 
the synchronous motor. The two exciters are provided 
because the voltage of each synchronous machine has 
to be controlled by a Tirrill regulator. The single- 
phase alternator has a capacity of 1,000-kw. at 2,100 
volts and 75 periods, with a power factor of 0.8, and 
is capable of carrying a 25 per cent. overload for two 
hours. ‘The three-phase, 1, 450-H. . motor, driven from 
the turbo-alternators, works at a pressure of 3,300 volts, 
50 periods, at unity power factor. The slip-ring start- 
ing motor operates from the 3,300-volt, 50-period cir- 
cuit, and is provided with a liquid starter. The com- 
plete set, figs. 4 and 6, runs at 750 R. P. u., the machines 
being mounted on a common bedplate with a flexible 
coupling between the two exciters. The three main 
bearings are forced lubricated, the oil being pumped 
by a gear pump driven from the shaft of one of the 
exciters; no oil cooler is fitted. 

Special attention was given to the complicated pro- 
blem of parallel running in connection with these sets, 
the conditions being as under: (a) The sets must run 
in parallel with each other on both the three- and 
single-phase sides; (b) the three-phase motors must run 
in parallel with the two turbo-generator sets; (c) the 
single-phase alternators must run in parallel with the 
Diesel and old Belliss reciprocating sets; (d) the load 
must be adjustable between the sets. 

The construction of the two synchronous machines 
is generally the same throughout. The stator core in 
each case is supported between two clamping rings 
keyed into a cast-iron’ frame. It is built up of iron 
segments, varnished on both sides, and held in position 
by steel dove-tailed keys screwed to inwardly projecting 
ribs on the cast-iron frame. The former-wound coils 
were completely insulated before being placed in the 
cere, and mica was used as the insulation between turns 
for the whole length of the coils; mica tubes insulate 
the coils on the slot portion and oiled linen and mica 
on the end winding. Before the outer insulation was 
put on the whole coils were dried under vacuum, and 
then impregnated with a solid compound. The mica 
tubes were then moulded on unde» pressure to ensure 


lo ensure a supply of cool air to the centres of the 
machines fan blades are fitted on the rotor hub with 
a baffle attached to the solid end shields. Further, 
axial holes are provided right throwgh the stator ‘core 
in addition to the usual radial vents; holes are also 
drilled through the rotor hub. The motor stator is 
carried on rollers mounted on ball bearings, arid a rack- 
ing gear is provided to enable the stator position to be 
adjusted to assist in paralleling or adjustment of load. 

It was not possible to carry out exhaustive tests at 
the time these sets were built, as they were urgently 
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Fic. 7.— WATRR SCREENING PLANT. 


required. They were, however, erected at the builder’s 
works, and run for about two hours. They were then 
sent to Kingston, and, after erection, were put at once 


into service, and ran continuously day and night with- 


out any adjustment. 

The whole of the turbo-generator plant, with ` con- 
densers, pumps, and auxiliary plant, as well as the 
frequency changing sets, was constructed by the Brush 


Eleetrical Engineering Co., Ltd., of Loughborough, to 
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the specification of Mr. J. E. Edgecombe, who on his re- 
xiynation in September, 1918, was appointed consulting 
ergincer. The extensions were carried on by his chief 
negistant and successor, Mr. T. A. Kingham, under 
whose management the undertuking now is. 

Striking results have followed on the discarding of 
the old plant. Last vear the units sold numbered 
1,750,000, and this year it is estimated that they will 
reach 2,500,000. It may be pointed out that only on 
two o^casions in the history of the undertaking has а 
surplus been shown on the “© year's" working. It will 
% remembered that last year there was a deficit on the 
undertaking of £6,000; this year, although the whole 
o? the new plant has not yet been in operation for 12 


months, that loss has been converted to a surplus of 
£2,500. 

The demand for power has grown to such an extent 
that further extensions will be necessary in the near 
future, and it is intended to do away with the whole 
of the old B. & W. boiler plant and Belliss-Siemens re. 
ciprocating steam sets, and to install in its plac 
J.phase turbo-generating plant. The flexibility and 
convenience of the 3-phase system of supply is recor. 
nised, and the old single-phase svstem is to be elimi- 
nated entirely from all future development. 

In conclusion, we are indebted to Mr. T. A. Kingham, 
borough electrical engineer, for facilitating the prepara. 
tion of this article. 


THE LOWER SEVERN ELECTRICITY DISTRICT. 


By Н. М. S. 


IHE Electricity Commissioners have taken their first 


action under Sec. 5 of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, 


by issuing a notice in the terms of Sub-sec. (1) and (2) 
of that Section, that they have provisionally determined 
that the area shown on the map shall be constituted a 
separate electricity district, to be known as the Lower 
revern Electricity District, and that it being apparent to 
the Commissioners that the existing organisation for the 
supply of the district should be improved, they intend to 
hold a local inquiry into the matter. They invite 
authorised undertakers, local authorities, and other parties 
ocncerned to forward objections or representations on account 
cf the inclusion or exclusion of any area in or from the 
proposed district, and also invite such parties as are 
mentioned in Sub-sec. (2) to submit in writing schemes 
for effecting such improvement in the existing organisa- 
tion, including the formation of a joint electricity 
authority for the district. The time limit for the receipt 
of the objections, representations, or schemes, is July 3 let, 
1920. 

This first action is of considerable interest as an 
indication of the policy which the Commissioners have 
ad-pted, but it cannot be taken as a binding precedent, as 
the Section referred to permits them to take a somewhat 
different course to that adopted in this first case. 

Sub-section (1) says that the Commissioners may pro- 
visionally determine that a district shall be constituted, and 
that before finally determining the area to be included, 
notices of the intention shall be published and given to the 
County Councils, local authorities, and authorised under- 
takers in the district, and if any objection or representa- 
tion is made on account of the inclusion or exclusion of any 
area, the Commissioners shall hold a local inquiry with 
refe cnce to the area of the district. 

Sub-seotion (2) says that where it appears to the Com- 
missioners that che existing organisation for the supply of 
electricity within a district provisionally determined should 
be improved, the Commissioners shall give notice of their 
intention to hold a local inquiry into the matter, and shall 
give to authorised undertakers, County Councils, local 
authorities, railway companies using or intending to use 
electricity for traction purposes, large consumers of ele - 
tricity, and other asso iat ions or bodies which appear to be 


interested, an opportunity to submit a scheme or schemes 


for effecting an improvement, including proposals for 
altering or adjusting the boundaries of the district, and for 
setting up а Joint Electricity Authority. 

It is provided that the area of the district shall not be 
fi .ally determined until after the inquiry into the improve- 
ment of the organisation for supply has been held. | 

It will be seen that the notice under Sub-Section (2) 
cannot be given until a district has been provisionally 
determined, but that it need not be given at the same time, 
or, indeed, within any prescribed time. 


The Commissioners have chosen in this case to give the 
two notices in one document—naturally in separate para- 
graphs following the wording of the Act—and to name the 
same date for the receipt of (а) objections to the delimite- 
tion, (b) schemes for the improvement of the supply 
organisation. 

This may be taken as showing the disposition of the 
Commissioners to save time, and to meet the convenience of 
those interested by making one local inquiry serve the two 
purposes of dealing with objections and representations con- 
cerning the area, and with schemes for the improvement of 
the supply. As the definitive delimitation of the area can only 
be made after the local inquiry for the second purpose, and 
as objections on that matter can be brought up then, it 
appears that the Commissioners will be able to eliminate the 
Jocal inquiry dealing only with questions of area. 

This action of the Commissioners may rather startle 
regalar civil servants and legal advisers of Government 
Departments as taking a liberty with an Act of Parliament, 
but any formal objection of that kind can be easily met by 
a formal division of the one inquiry into two parta, if 
thought desirable. As there is no limitation to the persons 
or bodies who may submit objections to the ares, whilst 
there is a limitation—though one which is very wide—to 
those who may submit schemes, such a division may be con- 
venient. But if there are no objections to the area, no 
inquiry on that is required by the Act. 

Whatever views may be taken by the formalist, everyone 


concerned will be grateful to the Commissioners for their 


evident desire to concentrate and shorten the proceedings. 

It may be noted that the Commissioners may (not shall) 
make rules to govern the holding of these inquiries and the 
costs thereof. No such rules have yet been published, 8 
that little can be said about the procedure. Presumably 
some rules, sufficient, to guide the parties interested. will be 
made known in good time. The Commissioners may require 
any person to attend as a witness, give evidence, and produce 
documents under penalty for failure without reasonable 
excuse, | 

To come back to the Lower Severn District, the oui ious 
may wonder why this district has been selected for the first 
action. No doubt the same question would have occur 
to them had any other district been selected. The Com- 
missioners have to start somewhere, and they may even have 
made the selection by lot. But it is perhaps not unconnecte 
with the choice made that some of the authorised under. 
takers in the district, on the initiative—it is believed 
Mr. Faraday Proctor, have been getting together and dis- 
cussing the formation of a joint electricity authority. The 
Commissioners may have thought this evidence of the spirit 
of co-operation a good omen for м satisfactory arrangement, 
which they naturally desire to achieve by their first e887. 
If the inquiry shows a general desire to cc-operate and an 
absence of the jealousies which sometimes exist between 
neighbouring authorities, it will establish a good example 
which will have effects in other areas. 
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The area delimited provokes à more useful line of inquiry. 
Its extreme dimensions are about 75 miles, north and south, 
by 50 miles east and west, covering somewhat over 
2,000 sq. miles. Excepting for the eastern bank of the 
Severn between a point about 9 miles east of Minehead, and 
one opposite the mouth of the Wye, which forms about half 
the length of the western boundary of the district, the 
boundaries do not coincide with any particular topographical 
features, or with county boundaries as a rule, though the 
boundary of Gloucestershire, with Worcestershire and 
Oxfordshire, is followed for some distance. 

Gloucestershire is the only whole county in.the area, which 


otherwise covers parts of Herefordshire, Monmouthshire, 
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One remarkable feature of the district is that it covers 
territory with a very wide range of character with respect to 
industries and density of population. Bristol, with its 
port of Avonmouth, is a busy manufacturing and shipping 
district. None of the other towns have any considerable 
industries, excepting Swindon, with its railway shops. 
Gloucester also has some factories. Some of the smaller 
towns, such as Frome, Bridgwater, and Westbury, have 
some old-established industries, mostly of small magnitude 
individually. Most of the other towns in the area are of 
the quiet market-town and residential type, such as Bath, 
Cheltenham, Hereford, Wells, and Marlborough. The 
anticipated development of shipbuilding in the erstwhile 
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Wiltshire, Somersetshire, and some small parts of Worcester- 
shire detached in Gloucestershire. The shape of the area 
also shows that it has not been determined by simple 
geometry. The most likely suggestion is that consideration 
has been given to the position of existing or projected large 
stations, and the distances to which they can economically 
supply. Colour is given to this idea by the obvious fact 
that the only large generating station in the area is Bristol, 
and that the Severn bank offers fuel and water facilities for 
a super-station. Bristol is not exactly central to the area, 
but nearly enough во to suggest that that is the vicinity con- 
templated for the supply centre. If one takes population 
as indicating potential demand, Bristol is much more 
central with reference to this than with reference to area. 


national yards on the Wye will change that district when 
the development is realised. But by far the greater part 
of the area is rural, much of it pastoral. Without statistics 
at haod, one does not care to hazard figures of population 
density, but has a general impression that it is a pleasant, 
quiet, uncrowded, country-holiday sort of territory. 
Weston-super-Mare is, of course, a popular seaside resort. 


(То be concluded.) 


The Proposed Capital Levy.— On May 12th the Executive 
Committee of the Federation of British Industries instructed the 
Taxation Committee of the Federation tooppose by all means in its 
power any suggestion of a capital levy on so-called war wealth. 
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLY AUTHORITIES AND THE LAW OF RATING. 


By W. 


VALENTINE BALL, 


O.B.E.- 


Tuis being the year of the quinquennial valuation, 
those who are interested in the supply of electricity will 
sooner .or later be getting into touch with the rating 
authorities. 

Even in normal times, there are reasons why a re- 
valuation is necessary and desirable once in five years ; 


but much of an extraordinary character has occurred 
since last there was a valuation. ‘The cost of generating 
electricity has gone up by leaps and bounds; special 
legislation has enabled lighting authorities to increase 
their charges; while various Acts of Parliament passed 
by a legislature which, in the exigency of the times, was 
bound to find revenue, has laid charges upon this as 
upon many other forms of industry. In these circum- 
stances & brief review of the priuciples of the law of 
rating as it applies to electrical undertakings may be 
found acceptable. 

To ascertain the rateable value of an ordinary dwel- 
ling house is a comparatively simple matter. The over- 
seers are required, in making the new valuation list, to 
fix the gross value of all properties in the borough at 
an amount corresponding to the annual rent which the 
tenant might reasonably be expected, taking one year 
with another, to pay for the premises, if the same were 
let on an annual tenancy, and the landlord undertook 
to bear the cost of repairs. 

When, however, we come to consider a highly compli- 
cated piece of property like an electricity supply under- 
taking, the ascertainment of the hypothetical rent is by 
no means a simple matter. 

As such a person as an actual tenant” of an ies: 
tricity supply undertaking is a creature unknown, it 
has long been the practice, in rating gas companies and 
similar undertakings, to have regard to the profits which 
such a concern would bring in. Three leading principles 
of law are as follows: — 

(а) In valuing the works, mains, &c., of an electricity 
supply company for the purposes of rating, the profits 
earned by the company are taken into account. 

(6) The exercise of the right to lay down wires and 
send electricity through them, amounts to an occupation 
in law and so is rateable.. 

(c) If the electricity works belong to a municipal 
corporation or other local authority, that body is rate- 
able, although the profits earned are devoted to public 
purposes. 

Let us now examine the method by which the rating 
authorities endeavour to ascertain the hypothetical rent. 

The first step is to ascertain the net receipts. This 
is done by taking the receipts of the company from every 
source, and subtracting therefrom the ordinary working 
expenses (other than the cost of repairs, insurance, &c., 
which come in later on). The very substantial items 
coal and wages would, of course, be deducted. Having 
ascertained the net receipts, it is necessary to inquire 
how much of them a tenant would be willing to pay as 
rent to a hypothetical landlord. He would not, of 
course, pay the whole receipts as rent, as he would not 
then have any incentive to embark on the undertaking. 
There must be a deduction for *' tenant's profit," some- 
times called“ tenant's share." It is worked out as а 
percentage on the tenant's capital The tenant's capital 
is the value of his loose stock-in-trade, and a sufficient 
capital sum to enable him to provide for working ex- 
penses. It would not, of course, include the value of 
the boilers, engines, dynamos, or other fixed machinery 
at the generating station, but it would include the 
meters on consumers’ premises, and all the loose tools, 
Ke. A percentage is then taken on the tenant’s capital, 
and considerable difficulty is often experienced in de- 
ciding what this should be. At the London Quarter 
Sessions the usual practice in rating the property of a 


“necessity to consider whether the profits, 


gas company is to take 5 per cent. for interest, 10 per 
cent. for trade profits, and 2} per cent. for risks and 
casualties, making 172 per cent. in all. 

Having deducted the tenant's profit, wé arrive at the 
gross vulue of the undertaking. According to the rule 
laid down in Statute (supra), the cost of repuirs, re- 
newals, and insurance sufficient to maintain the heredi- 
tament in a state to command the rent must be deducted 
from this, inasmuch as these charges fall on the hypo- 
theticallandlord. Making a final deduction of the rates, 
which the tenant has to pay, we arrive at the rateable 
value of the whole undertaking. 

In London, as the rates are only revised once in five 
years, it is necessary to determine what year is to be 
considered for the purposes of rating. 

Hitherto we have proceeded upon the assumption that 
the entire undertaking of the company is situated in 
one parish or rating area. In such a case there is no 
upon which 
the rateable value is founded, are earned at the generat- 
ing station or at the premises of the various consumers. 
But where, as nearly always happens, the undertaking 
is distributed over many parishes, difficult questions 
arise. For instance, the generating station, which is 
only indirectly productive, may be in one parish, while 
the directly productive part of the works may be dis- 
tributed over the company’s whole area. How are the 
profits to be apportioned? The difficulty is got over by 
considering the claims of all the differént rating areas 
together. 

In dealing with this question, rating authorities have 


. recognised the fact that the undertaking of a gas or a 


water company is very similar to that of an electricity 
supply company. The principle adopted in the case 
of a water companv was laid down in 1847 in the case of 
R. v. Overseers of Mile End Old Town (1847) 10 Q.B., 
208. There the works of a water company extended into 
several parishes. The rateable value for the purposes of 


poor rate, of the entire works, was £30,800. 
The rateable value of the reservoirs, buildings, 


&c., valued as land and buildings deriving value 
from their capacity of being applied to the objects 
of a water company was £6,500. It was held that 
the rateable value ought to be apportioned among 


the several parishes in the following manner: ‘ The 
rateable value of the reservoirs, buildings, &c., valued 


* ав above, to be first deducted from the total rateable 


value, and distributed among the parishes in which this 
portion of the works was situate, according to the extent 
of such works in each parish; and the residue of the 
rateable value to be apportioned among the parishes 
containing the service pipes, in the ratio of the net 
profits produced in each of those parishes. 

Mr. C. A. Webb, in his“ Law and Practice of Rating 
aud Assessment (1910)." p. 170. points out that re- 
venues may be thus ascertained : — 


Gross receipt s— 


Sale of electricity... £74,361 
Rental of meters ... 4,620 £78,981 
Deduct — 
Generation of electricity (^) 19,053 
Distribution of electricity (5) ... 2.460 
Management and general expenses (r).. 6,480 27,943 
£5) 038 


(а) In the item generation of electricity are included 
the following expenses : Coals, and other fuel, oil, waste. 
water, engine-room charge, proportion of salaries of 
manager and superintendents, wages, &c., at generating 
and sub-stations. 

(L) Distribution of electricity includes the following 
expenses: Proportion of salaries of manager and en- 
gineers, wages, repair and maintenance of meters, and 
other apparatus at consumers’ premises. 
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(e) Management and general expenses include salaries 


and remuneration of directors, secretary, clerks, collec- 


tors, and auditors, stationary, printing, and general 


establishment charges and law expenses. 
Tenants' capital includes meters and other appliances 


at consumers’ premises, tools, furniture, and five weeks“ 


working expenses. 


 RariNG or Works WHICH INCLUDE PLANT, &0., IN - 
| Exozss or Existina REQUIREMENTS. 


It often. happens that electrical undertakings have 
extra space, and sometimes spare plant, which is in 
excess of.their existing requirements, and is laid down 
for the purpose of meeting extensions in future years. 
The question whether this part of the property is to be 
included in the rating has been considered in a number 
of cases, but not electric supply cases. In R. v. South 
Stafford. Waterworks, 1885, 16 Q.B.D., 359, the in- 
directly productive works were largely in excess of the 
then existing requirements of the company, and had 
been constructed for use in future years. The rateable 
value of the whole system was agreed, the point in dis- 
pute being the proper amount of deduction to-be made 
therefrom. It was found that if only so much of the 
permanent works as was required for the purposes of 
the present supply was included in the rating, the rate- 
able value of the whole would be materially: diminished. 
The following passage from Lord Esher's judgment in 
the Court of Appeal serves to show the attitude taken 
up by the Court: — ы фт * m ZU 

There might be works of the undertaking which had 
not become part of the actual svstem, as, for instance, 
a reservoir or a second lot of engines not yet used at all, 
but constructed with the view of becoming part of the 
works in the future. Such could be no part of the 
existing system of works, but would be intended for 
another system, and would, of course, be rejected in 
making the calculation. But that'is not the case, for 
here every part of the works is in actual use, though 
they are too large for the supply of water at present 
required. . . . But as the works in use are in excess 
of the present requirement, a tenant taking the. whole 
or part of the property in a particular parish ought 


not in justice to be asked to pay the same rate of rent 
as he would if all the works were earning profit. There- 
fore, if the 34 per cent. mentioned by the arbitrator 
is the ordinary percentage upon the value of the capital 
laid out, one would think that the percentage in this 
case should be reduced to 3 per cent., or less." It would 
seem from this case that it would be perfectly proper for 
a rating authority to make a reduction on account of 
the spare space inside a generating station. The ques- 
tion whether there could be a reduction for а spare 
„set is rather different, because prudent people would 
not run a large station and undertake to give а con- 
tinuous supply without making provision for break- 
down. m | | й 

There remains to be considered an important question 
which has arisen in relation to excess profits duty. Is 
this duty to be deducted before arriving at the profit 
of the hypothetical tenant? It has long been recognised 
that income tax was not so deductable. The question 
arose and was decided in the case of Port of London 
Authority v. Overseers of the Parish of Chadwell St. 
Mary, 35 T.L.R., 84, which came before the King’s 
Bench Division on November 13th, 1918. The Autho- 
rity had been assessed by the Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue to pay a very considerable sum in respect of 
excess profits duty, which they contended should be taken 
into account before arriving at the profit for the pur- 
poses of rating their docks. In the course of his judg- 
ment, in which he decided that the excess profits duty 
should be taken into account, Mr. Justice Darling said : 
“I do not think that he (meaning the hypothetical 
tenant) could properly arrive at a good opinion as to 
whether he would be wise in taking the Tilbury Docks 
unless he did consider whether before he put anything 
in his pocket he would have to pay the excess profits 
duty ; and if he said, ‘‘ I will give such and such a rent 
without considering it," I think he is à man who might 
make a very bad bargain; but that is not the kind of 
man the Statute contemplates.“ 

It is interesting to recall a fact noted in the ELEOTRI- 
car REVIEW early in 1918 that the Hendon Electrio 
Supply Co. contested this point before the Assessment 
Committee at Hendon, but the decision was held over 
pending the decision in the above case. 


THE ROYAL SOCIETY'S SOIRÉE. 


ON the night of May 12th a large and representative 


gathering of Fellows of the Royal Society and their 
friends assembled at Burlington House, London, on the 


occasion, of the first. of the two annual conversaziones, 
that confined to men only, that are held by the Society. 
Sir Joseph J. Thomson, O.M., D.Sc., president, received 
the guests. As usual on these occasions, main interest 
centred on the exhibition of the new scientific discoveries 
and developments. of the year, and the keenest attention 
was paid to the demonstrations which took place in the 
course of the evening and to the inspection of apparatus, 
much of which was seen in operation. There were about 
47 exhibits, and although few could strictly be called 
electrical in nature, some 13 of them employed either 
electricity or magnetism in one form or another. We 
shall confine our remarks to a brief reference to the 
latter exhibits. s | 

Mr. A. A. Campbell Swinton, F.R.S., president of 
the Wireless Society of London, gave a short exposition 
(ilustrated by lantern slides) of wireless telephony in 


connection with an experimental demonstration by- 


Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd., from its works 


at Chelmsford. The apparatus consisted of an amplify- 


ing detector and note magnifier to which was connected 
a loud-speaking telephone, enabling speech to be heard 
all over the lecture hall. The aerial consisted simply 
of & 3-ft. square frame wound with a few turns of wire 
and placed on the lecture table in the room. 
Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co.,. Ltd., exhibited 
wireless telagraph apparatus which consisted of a marino 


type direction finder, transmitting and receiving valves, 
a double note magnifier, and auxiliary apparatus. 

The Botany Department of the Imperial College of 
Science and Technology had on view a recording poro- 
meter which. was in operation. The instrument 
recorded the rate at which air, under slightly reduced 
pressure, was drawn through the stomata (pores of a 


. plant leaf) into a glass cup fixed on the under surface 


of the leaf. It thus gave a measure of the size of the 
pores. Each time a bubble of air so drawn in escaped 
from the lower tube it momentarily made contact between 
a column of mercury and a platinum wire; the electrical 
current which then passed was made to move the record- 
ing pen on the surface of a revolving drum. | 
Mr. A. V. Hill, F. R. S., showed thermopiles for in- 
vestigating the thermal or the thermo-elastio properties 
of muscles. When a muscle is stimulated heat is pro- 
duced in four separate stages; first, in the development; 
secondly, in the maintenance; thirdly, in the disappear- 
ance of the mechanical response; and lastly, in the pro- 
cess of oxidative recovery. The heat production is re- 
corded by means of delicate insulated thermopiles, and 
a sensitive photographic recording galvanometer. When 
a muscle is stretched, or released after stretching, com- 
plex thermal effects are shown by the use of the thermo- 
piles; these thermal effects throw considerable light on 
the mechanical and elastic properties of muscle. 
Amongst the magnetic compasses illustrating recent 
developments that were exhibited by the Admiralty com: 
pass department were two standard tvpes of aireraft 
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compasses, and examples of aperiodic compasses for use 
in ships and aircraft. The aperiodic system adopted 
in these instruments is the result of investigations of 
Mr. G. T. Bennett and the late Lieut.-Com. C. Camp- 
bell. 

The Meteorological Office had on view new instru- 
mentes and diagrams, and amongst the latter records of 
the magnetic disturbance of March 23rd and 24th, 1920, 
were shown, together with photographs of aurore for 
height measurement; also records of the frequency of 
thunderstorms on the route between England and Aus- 
tralia and at selected stations in Africa and South 
America. 

Messrs. Adam Hilger, Ltd., exhibited a vacuum con- 
cave grating spectrograph which has been specially de- 
signed for the investigation of the Schumann & Lyman 
regions of the spectrum. No refractive substance is 
introduced, but the whole spectrum is obtained with 
one setting of the grating by the use of two slits. A 
magnetically-operated shutter is provided which enables 
two exposures to be made. 

The apparatus for air navigation that was shown by 
the Air Ministry Laboratory included Capt. Weir’s 
(Littrow projection) diagram applied to the purpose of 
obtaining position lines from wireless telegraphic bear- 
ings, which application was suggested by Commander 
Veater, R.N. 

Clays treated by electro- -osmosis, and photo-micro- 
graphs of raw and purified clays, together with crucibles 
and other refractory specimens, were exhibited by the 
Osmosis Co., Ltd. The phenomena of electrical osmosis, 
whereby matter in a very finely divided state is capable 
of being influenced by an electrical potential, are applied 
in practice to the process of purification of clavs. The 
equipment necessary to obtain osmosed clay consists of a 
blunger, settling tanks, and the osmosis machine. The 
latter is composed of a rectangular trough in which is 
arranged horizontally a cylindrical metal anode, which 
is surrounded, beneath the surface of the slip and at a 
short distance from it, by a laminated cathode, through 
which the clay slip is driven by paddles. The cylinder 
is made to revolve slowly, and the dried purified clay 
is collected by means of a scraper. 

Mr. E. A. Reeves’s apparatus for showing the existence 
of a true north and south directive force in the elec- 
tricity of the atmosphere consisted of a large glass 
bottle with an india-rubber stopper, from which was 
suspended by a fibre of unspun silk a gold-leaf paper 
indicator. The inner side of the stopper was covered 
with paraffin wax, and the bottle was coated inside and 
out with shellac varnish, the whole being mounted on 
a tripod stand. On a calm, clear day if the apparatus 
i8 set up in a high open space, and screened from the 
direct rays of the sun, it will be found that, after the 
paper has been electrified by touching it with vulcanite 
rubbed on dry cloth, and left for some time, it will 
oscillate about evenly on either side of the true North 
and South line, or come to rest approximately in that 
direction. 

Mr. A. Mallock, F.R.S., showed apparatus that he 
used in experiments to determine the variation of 
rigiditv with temperature. The specimen to be tested 
formed part of a torsion balance in which the restoring 
couple was supplied bv the torsion of a long thin 
wire together with that of the specimen, the latter being 
in the form of a short wire or narrow strip about 2 in. 
long. The specimen and lower part of the balance could 
be immersed in a tube of fluid kept at anv desired tem- 
perature. The periods of oscillation were automatically 
recorded electrically for various temperatures, and the 
ratio of these periods furnished the necessary data for 
determining the ratio of the rigidities. In making an 
experiment the oscillations were maintained continu- 
ously by an electrical device, the specimen being im- 
meraed successively in water at 100 deg.. at room tem- 
perature. in carbonic acid, in alcohol and in liquid air. 

Major G. W. C. Kave’s collection of radiographs illus- 
trating some recent developments in the use of X- гаув 
for the examination of metals and other substances was 


of much interest. The specimens exhibited included, 
amongst others, Heilbron’s radiographs of paintings by 
old masters, from an examination of which it was clearly 
apparent that some of the figures depicted in the original 
had been painted out or modified at a later date. 

The Royal Observatory at Greenwich had on view 
transparencies of the May 29th, 1919, total eclipse of 
the sun, showing the eclipsed sun and surrounding 
stars, corona, and great prominence; also photographs 
of the sun and sun spots, together with records of the 
magnetic disturbance of March 22nd-25th, 1920, and 
а diagram showing the variation of latitude from 1912 
to 1919. 

Finally, Dr. J. C. Mottram and Dr. E. A. Cockayne 
demonstrated the presence of fluorescence in Lepidoptera 
by means of ultra-violet radiation. The beam of ultra- 
violet rays was produced by a quartz mercury-vapour 
lamp in a box with a window made of glass invented by 
Prof. Wood. which is transparent to radiation of wave 
lengths lying between 3,900 and 3,100 a.u., but opaque 
to light. Only a small proportion of the Lepidoptera 
examined have proved to be fluorescent, the most bril- 
liant being geometrid months of the genus Ourapteryz 
and allied genera. 


A CLOUD-BELT OF SOLAR ELECTRONS. 
(Note by Epsilon.) | 3 


THe following letter from the Rev. Fr. A. L. Cortie 
Director of Stonyhurst College Observatory, recently 
appeared in the Times, and was reproduced in the 
Tablet of April 17th. | 

As a striking sequel and supplement to cognate matter 
presented in the ELECTRICAL. Review of December 19th 
and 26th, 1919, also March 5th, 1920, Father Cortie's 
glowing and vivid description. acquires additional 
point owing to the electronic interest attaching to his 
reference to clouds of electrified particles—witli all the 
vistas his graphic picture thus opens out. 

Notwithstanding the few weeks elapsed since these 
events happened, this matter is by no means obsolete, 
or out-of-date, especially as time has been utilised to 
obtain from ocean cable authorities some replv to Father. 
Cortie's final query as to the practical effect of the March 
22nd-23rd disturbance upon the working of ocean cables. 

Surely enough, we hear from a leading authority 
responsible for the working of several ocean cables laid 
fairly due east-west, that on March 22nd-23rd, earth- 
currents were heavv-—at times reaching 60 volts. Prac- 
tically, however, effective working was maintained almost 
continuously, actual stoppages “having been few, and 
of quite short duration. 


FATHER ConriE'S Times LETTER. 
The indisputable connection which exists between a dis- 


‚ turbed state of the sun's surface, as evidenced by sun spots. 


and terrestrial magnetic storms, was strikingly exhibited in 
the great sun-spot group which crossed the sun's visible 
hemisphere, March 16th-29th, and the violent magnetic storm 
of March 22nd-23rd. The sun-spot group, which was easilv 
visible to the naked eve, was the greatest that has appeared 
since August, 1917. It covered an area of about eicht thousand 
millions of square miles, more than ten times the superficial 
area of the whole earth. When crossing the sun's centra] 
meridan it extended over 39 degrees of longitude, representing 
a total length of about 180.000 miles. Tt was six degrees below 
the sun's equator, almost in a line with the earth. 

This same region of the sun had begun to he disturbed at 
the end of last December, and at the end of January a fine 
long train of spots had developed, extending over 25 degrees 
of longitude, and similar in appearance to the great group of 
March. In the intermediate rotation of February the region 
of disturbance was marked Бу a few small spots. 

From this huge area of solar disturbance proceeded clouds 
of electrified particles. driven into space most likelv bv the 
pressure of the sun's light. Into this helt of invisible clonda 
the earth entered at a few minutes nast 9 a.m. on March 22nd. 
and instantaneously the signal of the event was given to all 
the magnetic ohservatories over the world by a sharp to-and-fro 
movement of the needles. The end of the storm occurred at 
a bout 8.50 a.m. on March Brd. The earth’s orbital velocity 14 
18} miles per scond. and in the stated interval of time it 
would have travelled more than a million and a half miles, 
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which number furnishes some idea of the lengthwise dimen- 
gions of the cloud-belt through which it rushed. | 

Meanwhile the earth was turning on its axis, and during 
the daylight hours the force of the earth's magnetic field was 
increasing, and the direction needle was swinging westward, 
while the opposite conditions obtained during the night hours. 
Upon this general movement of the needles many rapid and 
violent oscillations were superposed, especially between 16 
and 20 hours on March 22nd, and between midnight and 
4 hours on March 23rd. To give some idea of the violence of 
the storm, the spots of light, reflected from the mirrors at- 
tached to the delicately euspended needles, went quite beyond 
the limits of registration on either side of the drums carrying 
the photographic sheets. This means that the total range 
in force was at least forty times what it had been on magneti- 
cally normal days during January and February. The direc- 
tion needle experienced swings of 90, 120, and 130 minutes of 
arc W. and E. during short intervals of time. The total range 
of this needle was 160 minutes of arc—that is, the compass at 
Stonyhurst would at times have given directions more than 
& degree from the true position. During this storm the swing 
of the needle was increased thirty-two-fold its deviations during 
the past two months. The supposed reception of extra-ter- 
restial signals on the wireless apparatus of several stations, 
as recently announced. pales into insignificance beside such 
movements of the needles, controlled from a distance of nearly 
93 millions of miles. The wireless signals could probably be 
traced to а similar solar origin. The end of the storm was 
marked by a rapid quivering of the needles, which was con- 
tinuous during the last four hours. 

The visible evidence of the passage of the earth through 
the cloud-belt of particles was furnished hy a fine display of 
the Aurora Borealis. As seen by Lieut.-Col. Penny, R.A.M.O., 
the commanding officer of Queen Mary's Military Hospital, 
Whalley, in our immediate neighbourhood, it consisted of broad 
beams of flickering light which reached nearly to the zenith. 
Across these beams, near their summits, lay an oblique band 
of light, waning and waxing in intensity. In colour the dis- 
play was mostly white. with a red tinge in parts. It lay almost 
symmetrically about the magnetic meridian. 

Tt will be interesting to learn whether the earth-currents. 
which at times interfere seriously with the transmission of 
telegraphic messages, with cable-laving operations, and even 
with the running of the tramways, were experienced in any 
force on this occasion. 


——————— P 


LEGAL. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF REGISTERING UNDER THE BUSINESS 
NAMES ACT. 


IN the Shoreditch County Court, on May 11th, before Judge 
Cluer, the Electrical Repair & Manufacturing Co., of 187, 
Goswell Road, E.C., electrical engineers, sued Hettie Anders, 
of 35, Darenth Road, Stamford Hill, as administratrix of the 
estate of Nat Anders, to recover £7 19s. 6d. When the case 
was called on Judge Cluer asked if the firm were registered 
under the Business Names Act, and ascertained that through 
ignorance they were not. His Honour then said he could not 
hear the case, as a firm could not eue under a contract unless 
they were registered under the Business Names Act. "Their 
solicitor, Mr. Whitton, would tell them how to get relief if 
it had not been wilful. Plaintiffs' Representative: It has not 
been wilful. Judge Cluer: Well, he will tell you, but I 
cannot hear the case now; it is dismissed. 


Indian Water Power.—The February issue of Indian 
Industries and Power gives a brief history of hydroelectric 
developments in India. It is stated that the Municipality 
of Darjeeling was the first authority to take advantage of 
this cheap form of motive power by the installation, in 1897, 
of two separate plants operating in parallel under heads of 
275 and 650 ft. The Cauvery Falls, which is now one of 
the principal sources of hydroelectricity in the country, was 
first exploited in 1902, when the power was transmitted a 
distance of 92 miles to the Kolar (Mysore) goldfields. In 1903 
the Government erected a plant for the production of energy 
for а cordite factory at Karteri Falls, Madras, obtaining an 
effective head of 624 ft. From the rapids of the Jhelum river 
power was obtained, in 1909, for dredging the river, by means 
of a timber flume 64 miles long. There were several small 
developments up to 1914, when the Tata Hydroelectric Power 
Supply Co. made its first large installation at Khopoli. Ob- 
taining an effective head of 1,725 ft., maintained during the 
dry season by means of extensive reservoirs filled during 
monsoon periods, a total development of 67,000 H. p. was made. 
The energy was transmitted, at a pressure of 100,000 volts, 
a distance of 43 miles. The Tata Co. owns the largest hydro- 
electric plants in India, the Andhra Valley installation, which 
is the largest mentioned in the article, possessing a total 
development of 68,000 H. p. 


ELECTRICAL MAPPENINGS OF INTEREST. 


[Nowapays the lay Press is not slow to cater for an enlightened 
public which appreciates technical news—especially if it relates to 
the latest wonder-invention. It behoves us to move with the times.] 


(From our Codford Representative.) 


A strange accident took place on Wednesday afternoon. It 
appears that Р.С. Eyesharp noticed a young man perched on the 
roof of a tramcar, and apparently tampering with the overhead 
wire. Не shouted a warning, and this so startled the young mau 
that he overbalanced, and, narrowly missing & fatal shock from the 
wire, fell to the ground. 

I called at the hospital later, and gathered from the young fellow 
that he isa student at the local technical college, and had been 
testing a certain law of Umpire, a well-known scientist of the 17th 
century. Armed with a compass, he had, prior to the disastrous 
experiment on the tramcar, already derived great practical benefit 
from tracing our electric mains. 

He pointed out that the magnetetic energy of the tramway and 
other wires is sheer waste. With commendable zeal, he has already 
begun a revolutionary article on " Our Wasteful Electrio Systems." 


(By Private Wireless from Sparkeville.) 


A distressing fatality occurred on Monday in the presence of a 
number of well-known electrical experts. The latter were investi- 
gating the claims of a local man known as The Voltage Diviner.” 
This worthy had found that high-tension currents did not: harm 
him, and that he could actually calibrate himself. The Meteoro- 
logical Office having announced the imminence of a thunderstorm, 
& demonstration before a number of experts was arranged. The 
Voltage Diviner was to conclude by measuring the electric pressure 
of a lightning flash. : 

After a series of startling testa on low and high voltages, and 
briefiy finding the strength and direction of passing wireless 
waves, the Diviner connected himself to a lightning conductor. 
When the flash occurred, the assembled experts eagerly leaned 
forward to hear the verdict. At the inquest the Coroner touch- 
ingly commented on the fearlessness which characterises modern 
investigators, ; 


In the course of his duty in Muggleton High Street, yesterday, 
a constable's suspicions were aroused by the arrival of a fierce- 
looking man with a portable electric generating set. This the 
man proceeded to set up on the pavement. He then placed a sheet 
of metal on one of the steps of No. 73 and ran a wire from it to tbe 
engine, which he started-up. 

Upon the constable questioning him, he replied that he was going 
to takea film. The constable was satisfied, but remained*nearby in 
the hope that he might appear on the film. Shortly afterwards 
the door of No. 73 opened, and a gentleman descended the steps. 
After a loud ejaculation of rage, the man with the engine 
collapsed in a fit. He was then given into custody. 

It seems that the gentleman had recently dismissed the man 
from his employment, aud the latter had, with fiendish cunning, 
planned to electrocute his former employer. Fortunately, the 
miscreant had been unaware that one of the intended victim's 
legs is of wood—this, of course, refusing to carry the deadly 
current. 


Our Ketchem Correspondent writes :—During the week & number 
of trials with e startling new invention have been carried out here. 
The innovation takes the form of an original type of electric 
vehicle which will run at an efficiency of no less than 180 per cent. 
I have succeeded in gleaning a few details from the inventor. 
Naturally, he was a little reticent—the many patents which oover 
his invention not having yet been granted owing, as he tersely 
explained. to the inertia of those red - tape Patent Office officials. 

The car is similar to the ordinary light car, but no bonnet or 
wheels are visible. All the energy (electric) is generated under 
one of the seats, and the magnetic repulsor " (which only weighs 
JO lb, and yet develops up to 40 H.P.) is mounted at the car's centre 
of gravity, and by ita effect on the eatth currents can give speeds 
up to 140 M.P.H. Wireless switches are used for the various 
controls. As regards the souroe of current, the inventor would 
say nothing further than that he had “ collared the electrons, and 
practically solved perpetual motion." 

The inventor asserts with justifiable pride that ‘his саг will 
revolutionise the transport industry. As I left, the Screenit Co. 
was filming the modest inventor and his wonderful machine. 


British Trade with Italy.— Mr. Е. G. Kellaway, M. P., 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Department of Overseas Trade, is 
paying an official visit to the British Chamber of Commeroe in 
Italy. He will be accompanied by Sir Frederick Butler, K.C.M.G., 
C. B., and Mr. T. D. Dunlop of that Department. He will attend the 
annual dinner of the British Chamber of Commerce for Italy at 
Genoa. on May 15th, and will afterwards proceed to Rome, Milan, 
and Turin to study on the spot questions affecting British trade 
with Italy, and to inspect the work and equipment of His. 


. Majesty's commercial, diplomatic, and consular services in Italy.— 


Financial Times, 
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. . . ' BUSINESS NOTES. 


" Comiag of Age."—Congratulations to the firm of 
Mann, EGERTON & Co., LTD., of Norwich, on ite "Coming of 
Age.' The business was founded in April, 1899, by the present 
chairman and managing director. Amongst the 1,200 employés of 
the company, over 50 have served the firm for perioda exceeding 
10 years; over 20 for periods exceeding 15 years ; whilst four have 
served 21 years. 


' Football.—The  Hartonians Athletic Football Club, 
which consiste of the employés of the HART ACCUMULATOR Co., 
LTD., of Stratford, London, has just concluded a most sucoessful 
football season, having won the Eastern Suburban League (Div. 2, 
Sec. A) Shield and Medals with the following record :— 

Played. Won. Drawn. Lost. For. Against. Points. 
20 16 1 3 58 18 33 

Four friendly matches were also played, three of which were 
won, and the remaining game drawn, with a goal record of 18 
"for" and two against.“ The team has been well led by the 
captain (J. Smith), whose play at centre forward has been marked 
throughout the season with splendid consistency, he himself having 
scored on 32 occasions. Other good records were F. Drew, who 
scored 20 goals, and R. Killick, who netted on nine occasions. 
F. Drew has been a hardworking and painstaking hon. secretary, 
and he was also acapable inside left forward. 


Aircraft Disposal —THE AIRORAFT Disposat Co., LTD., 
who recently took over the whole of the surplus stock of aircraft 
material from H.M. Government, state that their sales depart- 
ment is now established at Regent House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, for the purpose of dealing with inquiries and orders for 
this stock, and from time to time offers for the disposal of the 
various materials will be circulated. Those interested in any 
particular class of material should communicate immediately, when 
special attention will be given to their requirements. With regard 
to aeroplanes and engines, it is the intention of the company to 
maintain a fixed price list, quoting definite prices from which a 
rebate will be quoted to all British aircraft manufacturers, British 
merchants, and firms dealing in aircraft accessories and 
components. | 


Standards in Sweden.—The Swedish Electrical Standar- 
dising Committee has issued a proposal for the adoption of the 
Edison screw for lampholders and sockets. It is based upon the 
standard adopted in France. Hitherto German standards have 
been exclusively used in Sweden. 


: Graphite Electrode Production in Norway. —The 
diréctors of the Norske Elektrodeverker A.S., of Christiania, in the 
course of an invitation for subscriptions to an issue of preference 
shares, во as to provide the means for extending the number of 
producing furnaces, state that the company has succeeded in 
turning out graphite electrodes which are equal to the best 
American products, and the first electrodes made have been tested 
with very satisfactory results at a thermo-electric installation. 
The prospects of business are considered to be very favourable, as 
besides Scandinavia, the company will have a big market in practi- 
cally the whole of Europe. In particular the English market, the 
directors remark, is open for a quantity greater than the company's 
present production, and on the investigation which the board 
recently made in England, “it was shown that a Norwegian 
product will be received with great goodwill.” : 


New Engineering Union. — The new Amalgamated 
Engineering Union, embracing the A.S E. and 10 other societies 
connected with the engineering trades, will be formally constituted 
on July Ist. Its membership will not be far short of 500.000, and 
the funds are estimated at nearly £4,000,000. The programme of 
the new Union is not yet complete, but its first energies will be 
devoted to increasing wages. The present proposal is that the 
Union should demand a minimum for skilled engineers of £6 10s. 
per week. The present average weekly wage of the members is 
asserted to be between £1 108. and £5 1Us.— The Times. 


The B.E.D.A.—AÀ mong the latest publications of the 
British Electrical Development Association is a booklet detailing 
the aime and objects of the society. A list is given of the members 
of the council and executive committee, and the methods of 
publicity are fully described, -examples of B.E D A.’s pamphlets 
being illustrated. А report of activities is included, setting out 
the various ways in which public attention has been attracted to 
the benefits of doing it electrically." At the end of the booklet 
a form of application for full particulars of the scheme is inserted. 
We have aleo received a reprint of an article entitled Housing 
Construction and Electricity Supply,” which, originally published 
by The World's. Work, is being circulated by the Association. 


The Employment of Demobilised Men.—The Rotary 
Club is trying to place in employment the thousands of demobbed 
men unable to find work. They are unearthing some valuable men, 
and employers needing labour could not do better than send parti- 
culars to the Jobs for Demobbed Committee,” Rotary Room,” 
Horrex's Hotel, Norfolk Street, Strand, W. C. 2. 


Plant for Disposal.—York City Electricity Department 
invites offers for two 360-H.P. Willans high-speed engines direct- 


coupled to 460-500-vnlt Crompton generators, and two 60-H.P. 
160-volt E. C. C. motors. For particulars see this issue, 


Safety First,"— The pioneer of the Safety First 
movement, which has gained so much ground and had such excellent 
resulta in the U. S.A., the National Safety Council has tent us a 
booklet dealing with its formation, methods of publicity, &o. It is 
illustrated by reproductions of & few of the many posters published 
by the Council, which are very compelling, and of definite local 
interest. The Society claims a great reduction of accidents. to 
workpeople as the result of its propaganda, and, from the figures 
given, this would seem to be amply justified. We have also 
received a copy of the " National Safety News," published weekly 
by the organisation, as well as an application form for membership. 
It is of interest to note that the British Government has applied tor 
23 memberships of the Council for the Chief Inspectors of Mines 
and Factories and for Superintending Inspectors of Factories: in 
London, Manchester, Birmingham, Glasgow, Leeds, and elsewhere. 


The E.P.E.A. aad the E.T.U. at Port Sunlight.— The 
strike of Electrical Trades Union men at Messrs. Lever Bros’. works 
&t Port Sunlight, owing to the employment of men in the Eleo- 
trical Power Engineers’ Association, has resulted in a tem 
agreement being reached between the two organisations, the terms 
of which are as follows :— | 

A. That the E. P. E. A. circular dated February 24th, 1919; be 
publicly withdrawn thrcuzh the ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 

B. That the question of the bona fides of the E. P. E. A. as a 
recognired Trade Union be temporarily dealt with by the Liverpool 
or Birkenhead Trades Council whose decision shall be without 
prejudice to any final proceedings before, and shall not be submitted 
as evidence to, the Trade Union Congress. SEE Е 

С. Asan alternative to Clause В the E.T.U. suggest а temporary 
working agreement to be restricted to Lever’s on the following 
lines :—That the members of the E.P.E.A. employed at Lever Bros. 
shall in all matters connected with the firm, act in conformity in 
every way with the decisions of the Electrical Trades Union, 
Mersey District Committee, pending & joint meeting of the two 
executives on May 28th, 1920. 

D. That where under Clause O matters affecting the position of 
the members of the E.P.E.A. are to be oonsidergd by the Mersey 
District Committee of the Electrical Trades Union, three repre- 
sentatives of the E.P.E.A. shall be co-opted on such Committee 
with full voting powers. ОК 

Е. That іп any case where members of the Electrical Trades 
Union are in dispute at Messrs. Lever Bros., members of the 
E.P.E.A. undertake not to do anything calculated to defeat the 
objecta of such difpute. Farther. that the E. P. E. A. are prepared to 
convey this in writing to Lever Bros. 

The foregoing shall be a temporary agreement, and shall be 
valid pending the meeting of the two exeoutives, and shall be 
without prejudice to the position of either one society or the 
other. E. 

The E.P.E.A. representatives indicated that they preferred to 
adopt Clauses C and D, instead of Clause B. 
` Both parties agreed to recommend these proposals to their 
members for acceptance, 


Book Notices.—Scientific Paper No. 371 of the U.S. 
Bureau of Standards, A New Cadmium-Vapour Aro Lamp" (6 pp). 
Washington: Government Printing Office. Price 5 cents.—This paper 
deals with a new method of producing a cadmium vapour arc of 
great brilliancy. Since gallium has a boiling point above 1,500" O., 
the vapour pressure relation existing between cadmium and mercury 
is reversed when compared with cadmium and gallium. The 
cadmium, therefore, acts as the energy carrier when used in com- 
bination with gallium in a quartz lamp. И | 

“ Journal of the Institution of Electrical Engineers.“ Vol. LVIII, 
No. 290. April, 1920. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 
10s. 6d.—This issue contains the following paper :—'' Еіду Currents 
in Stator Windings " ; also, the annual accounts for 1919, and the 
Report of the Council for 1919-20. 

" Proceedings of the Physical Society of London." Vol. XXXII, 
Part 3 (73 pp.). London: Fleetway Press. 4s. net.—Includes 
papers on Testing Magnet Steel,“ by N. W. McLachlan, D.Sc. 
(Eng.), and " Foroes on Heated Metal Strips," by Gilbert D. West, 
M.Sc. (Lond.). 

"Woodland Notes.” (39 pp.).—This well-produced and illus- 
trated magazine is described as a brief account of Fuller's United 
Electric Works, Ltd. The social activities of the employés, those 
they work with, where they work, and what they make,” and the 
object is very well accomplished in this publication, which may be 
obtained by any member of the electrical industry from Mesare, 
Fuller's. 

Rotary Converters: Their Design. Construction and Use." By 
C. Sylvester. Pp. 59; 26 figs. London: S. Rentell & Co., Ltd. 
Price 28. net. . 

Electric Oscillations and Electric Waves.“ By G. W. Pierce. 
Pp. ix + 617; figs. 133. London: Hill Publishing Co., Ltd. 
Price 30a. net. 

"Year Book of Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony, 1920." 
London: Wireless Press, Ltd. Price 108. 6d. net. 

The issue of Conquest for May contains an article by K. Robert- 
воп on Power from Wa te,“ explaining how the waste gases from 
blast furnaces are used for generating electricity, in addition to 
heating the blast. Prof. Sir Chunder Bose's remarkable work on 
plant life, and his magnetic crescograph, are described by К. К. 
Ohatterjee, and there is & variety of extremely interesting articles 
on other subjects related to science, 
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Brazil, — STEEL WORKS AND ELECTRIFICATION - IN 
Minas чегаёѕ.—а telegram irom xio de Janeiro dated April 
Zita, eceaved Dy We snus Uuguga Ше ayoncid americund, 
6luves шау We terius af the couwact between the Govern- 
шец and the Itabira поп Uie Co. have been puvushed. 
‘hey provide for the construction of high power coke iur- 
naces lor the production of steel with a guaranteed nunimuin 
production of 10, 00% tons ot steel sheets, ingots, &c. Lis 
velegram 18 of particular interest when read in connection 
мио the report which has been made ру the American Com- 
mercial Attache at Kio de Janeiro of the arrival in Brazil at 
the beginning of the year of representatives of а syndicate to 
reorganise and electruy the Victoria Minas Hailway trom the 
port of Victoria, State of Espirito Santo, to the muneral 
section of the State of Minas Geraes. Ihe State of Minas 
Geraes has always contended that its immense iron deposits 
should be utilised to the fullest advantage of the State, and 
theretore has maintained & eoinewnat indifferent attitude to- 
ward any proposals regarding the exportation of iron and 
manganese ores. In fact, one of the greatest handicaps to the 
exportation of the latter has been the heavy taxes imposed by 
the State; the inadequacy of transportation facilities has like- 
wise been a drawback. It is understood that the syndicate 
proposes first to extend its railway to the mineral region, to 
install works for reducing sutticient ore to meet the iron and 
steel requirements of the country, and to develop the mines 
and transportation facilities to permit the exportation of ore 
in large quantities. Steamers carrying the ore will return 
loaded with coke and combustibles for the local mills, as it is 
evidently the opinion of the syndicate’s engineers that 
domestic coal cannot be used because of the large percentage 
of ash—over 30 per cent. Electrical furnaces, too, though 
used to some extent in converting iron to steel, have not been 
found economical for the reduction of ore to iron. One of 
the problems involved in this study of the exportation of 
Minas Geraes ore is the distance of the deposit from the coast, 
some 550 kilometres (342 miles); whereas deposits found in 
Spain, Sweden, or northern Africa, whence British supplies 
are at present taken, are only 180 to 200 kilometres distant. 
In order to overcome this difference the synd.cate intends to 
improve the Victoria Minas Railway by reducing the grades 
and lessening the curves. A second problem, that. of ob- 
taining return freight for the ore shipped, might well be 
solved by bringing back coke and fuel for the national indus- 
tries. One of the technical directors engaged to install the 
proposed steel plant recently arrived on the ground for study- 
mg the problem with a view to selecting the best site for the 
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Association of German Industries.-—The German Press 
has paid considerable attention of late to the formation of the 
above association, particulars of which are forwarded to the 
Department of Overseas Trade by the British Commercial 
Commissioner in Cologne. The association was formed in 
1919, and has as its purpose the representation and develop- 
ment of the German industries and the determination of 
uniform policy of each separate trade and common action in 
dealing with labour questions. The association has a 
council and directorate, the latter consisting of at least 30 and 
not more than 60 members, who either occupy or have occu- 

ied в leading position in an industrial undertaking, or have 
eld a position on a board of directorate. The council 18 em- 

wered to nominate a further 10 members to the directorate. 
The council, consisting of 7 to 15 members, is elected from 
the members of the directorate. The chairman of the council 
is Dr. Ingenieur Kurt Sorge, Berlin; first representative of 
the chairman is Abraham Frowein, Elberfeld; second repre- 
sentative of the chairman is C. F. v. Siemens, Berlin- 
Siemensstadt; managing director, Privy-Councillor Dr. W. 
Simons. A Main Committee is nominated, states the 
Deutsche Bergwerks Zeitung, and consists of representatives 
of each of the 25 industrial branches into which the asso- 
ciation is graded. The total number of representatives is 
140, distributed as follows :— | 

Mining 15, iron producing 10, metal works and metal semi-products 9, ma- 
chines 9, railway wagons 2, hardware 4, iron and steel goods 5, electro- 
technical precision instruments and optics 3, boilers and fittings 2, automobile 
and bicycles 3, timber 5, leather and leather manufactures 4, stone and earth 6, 
building 3, pottery 3, glass 4, chemical 10, oils and fats 3, paper 8, textiles 23, 
clothing 3, breweries and flour and malt mills 3, sugar and foodstuffs 4, pro- 
visions 3, shipping and transport 9. | 
In addition to the 140 members of the industrial groups the 
Main Committee is further composed of 10 representatives 
of agricultural associations, 10 representatives of home indus- 
tries elected by members meeting at the suggestion of the 
directorate, and 10 representatives of members of the asso- 
ciation nominated at the suggestion of the directorate. The 
Main Committee nominates special committees, and elects 
from year to year a Committee of Investigation. The follow- 
ing special committees have been formed :— 

(1) Committee for the carrying out of the Articles of the Treaty of Peace. 

(2) Tax Committee. 

(3) Economic Committee. 

(4) Social-political Committee. 


(5) Press Committee. | 
(6) Committee of Investigation. 


Mutual Discussion.—For the first time since its 
inauguration in 1916, the National Alliance of Employers and 
Employed is holding its annual meeting in the provinces. Hitherto, 
members of the Alliance have met in London, but this year it was 
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decided that, in view of the important Joint Committees of 


. employ rs and Trade Unionists which the organisation has estab- 


lished in many important provincial centres, the Annual Conference 
should take place on June let in a great industrial afea ` For this 
reason, Birmingham, the headquarters of the West Midland Federa- 
tion of the National Alliance, hag been chosen. Extremists in 
Labour ranks, reactionaries among employers, believe in the policy 
of force. The Alliance stands for forbearance, and the work it has 
accomplished is an assurance that steadily increasing numbers of 
employers on one side, and representatives of organised Labour on 
the other, are massing themselves with this movement, and striving 
for agreement over industrial problems—with goodwill. The 
National Alliance takes a grave view of the present spirit of unrest 
manifested in every section of the community: The price of com- 
modities still increases, and with every rise in wages there ів a 
corresponding increase in the cost of living. Labour blames 
Capital, and Capital blames Labour, but there is no whole-hearted 
effort on the part of either side to grapple with the problem in 
that spirit of unity which won us the war. The National Alliance 
claims to be the only organisation which can provide the machinery 
fora round table conference of employers and employed of all 
trades, who can disouss dispassionately the vital problems which 
touch intimately their very lives, and strike at the root of the 
trouble. In the great industrial centres where Alliance Committees 
are established, problems such as housing have been profitably dis- 
cussed by local employers and Trade Unionists, and at auoh 
discussions the barriers of mutual suspicion and recrimination 
between Capital and Labour have been broken down. 


Trade Аппоппсетеп{з.—Тнк BENJAMIN ELECTRIC, 
LtD., of Tottenham, have been appointed sole selling agents by the 
Moto-Meter Co., Ino., for the Boyce Moto-Meter device, intended 
for use on motor cars, which indicates the temperature of the water 
in the radiator. thus notifying the driver of any undue overheating 
15-20 minutes before he would otherwise be aware of the fact by 
engine trouble. Pis 

Mr. J. HABRISON announces that he is continuing the business 
of MESSRS. HARBISON & WYLDE, electrical engineers, of Rotherham, 
under the style of Harrison & Oo. оз 

THE JACKSON ELECTRIC Stove Co. LTD., are removing to 
143, Sloane Street, London, 8.W. | 7 

In order to cope with the increased business of their Cardiff 
branch, the BRITISH THOMSON-HOUSTON Oo. have acquired, and 
now occupy, much larger premises at 7, Park Place, Cardiff, a few 
doors from the old address. Telephone number as before :— 
„Cardiff 4392." At the new office considerably larger stooks will 
be held, especially of the company's many forms of lighting 
appliances. LATE A 


Catalogues aud Lists. — THE DELTA ELECTRICAL Co., 
Temple Courts, Temple Row, Birmingham. — Pamphlet No. 100, 
illustrating and describing a new patent dolly-operated watertight 
tumbler switch. : | | 

BUILDING Рворостз, LTD. Columbia House, 44-46, King's 
Road, Sloane Square, S. W. 8. A leaflet illustrating the Benquio 
bar-bending machine for steel rod of any section, up-to 14 in. 
diameter circular. | т бл, МЕ 

AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC FURNACES, LTD., 281-283, Gray's 
Inn Road, W.C. 1.—' Heat Treatment Bulletin" No. 21, describing 
the construction and advantages of Wild-Barfield patent electric 
furnaces. Includes a photograph of a typical radiation furnace 
installation. pi | 

Messes; SIEMENS BROS. & Co., LTD., Palace Place Mansions, 
Kensington Court, W. 8.— Pamphlet S 535 (15 pp.) giving a fully 
illustrated description of Autophone No. 2 automatic telephone 
system. The major port ion of the pamphlet is devoted to a descrip- 
tion of the ingenious switching apparatus and photographs of the 
component parts | 
` Messes. Brookes, LTD., Lightcliffe Works, Halifax.—" Science, 
War and Commerce (36 pp.), a booklet describing the firm's war- 
time activities; and Dreams and Realities” (16 pp), transcription 
of an interview with the managing director. ‘ : pee OR 

MEssss. IMESON & FiNCH, Empress Works, Stockton on-Tees.— 
A 12-page catalogue, illustrating and describing . controllers, 
armature coils, brush-holders, trolley heads and wheels, com- 
mutators, fuse-holders, &c. „ S. d 


Italian Compaules.— There has been formed in Milan a 
company styled Officine Elettromecoaniche Monteggia, with a capital 
of 1.600,000 lire. | | | | d 

At Montaldo has been launched the concern Segheria di Montaldo 
Dora, with a capital of 180,000 lire, for the dual purpose of saw- 
milling and the production and distribution of electrical energy. 

The Società Anonima Radiotelegrafica Italiana has been estab- 
lished at Milan (Via Cavallotti 3), with a capital of 2,000,000 lire, 
for the manufacture of wireless telegraphic and telephonic 
apparatus. . | | _ 

With headquarters at Milan (Via Carlo Alberto 4) Zanni e Pirini 
have been incorporated as а company, with a capital of 150,000 
lire, to conduct an electro-zalvanoplaatio laboratory. mu 

Allocchio, Bacchini e Ca. have been formed into a company at 
Milan (Via Rasori 14), with a capital of 400,000 lire, for the 
manufacture of electrical measuring apparatus. | 


Electrical Wages at Liverpool,—The Mersey District 
Committee have given three months’ advance notice of an applica- 
tion for an advance in wages from 28. 14d. per hour to 2a, 6d. per 
hour for all electricians employed in the Liverpool area. Applica- 
tion is also being made for a 10s. advance for youths over 18 years, 
and 5s, a week for those under, TTE gk 
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Bankruptcy Proceedings,—ALBERT EDWARD CHANNON, 
HUMPHREY STANTON NADIN, and CYRIL GEORGE CHANNON 
(trading as A. E. Channon & Oo.), electrical engineers, 8, Orris- 
dale Terrace, and 425, High Street, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.— 
In this matter the receiving order was made on April 26th, 1920, 
on the debtors’ petition. The liabilities in the partnership 
statement of affairs amount to £1,363, and the assets to 
£387. The separate liabilities of Albert Edward Channon 
amount to £22, and assets £25, thus showing a surplus 
of his separate estate of £3. The liabilities of the debtor Nadin 
amount to £8 15s. 6d., and he has no assets. The separate sbete- 
ment of О, @. Channon show liabilities amounting to £4 10s. 6d., 
and he also has no assets. The causes of failure alleged by the 
debtors are want of capital, losses on oontracts, pressure by 
creditors, and ill-health of A. E. and О. G. Channon. The debtors 
were adjudged bankrupt on the same date as the receiving order 
was made. An execution was levied on February 8th last, and the 
debt and costa, amounting to £97, were paid. Two creditors have 
issued writs for sums amounting to £103, and there are several 
small judgments outstanding. The debtors, who are father, son-in- 
law, and son, state that they commenced business as electrical 
engineers at 425, High Street, Cheltenham, on January 18, 1912. 
Their joint capital did not exceed £10, but stock-in-trade to the 
value of £200 was then obtained on credit. The books of account 
kept were sold ledger, day, invoice, order, and estimate books. 
The debtors further state that they took stock in February last, and, 
according to a statement given to one of the creditors, at that time 
they valued the assets at £647, and estimated the liabilities at 
£618. Having regard to the debts now scheduled in the statement 
of affairs, it would appear that the liabilities must have been 
greatly under-estimated. The debtors state that they became aware 
of their position in February last, and they have since contracted 
debts in the expectation of being able to retrieve their position. 
The unsecured liabilities on the separate estates of the debtors are 
for domestic debts, The following are creditors :— 


Baxendale & Co. .. T oe £94 Metallic Electric Co., Ltd. .. £19 
Braulik, G. .. vi is . 4 Olivant vi 2 .. 89 
Bill & Berry .. i» - .. 2 Blmplex Conduits, Ltd. .. .. 46 
Callender's Cable Co., Ltd. .. 25 Simpson, Baker & Co. . . 118 
Drake & Gorham, Ltd. . . 123 Sharp, Fisher, Ltd. sä .. 502 
Elco Manufacturing Co. (Bristol) 54 Fisher, Jobn, & Sons ss 12 


Separate estate of A. E. Channon: 


Export Loose Letter Sign Co. .. 11 
58 The Cheltenham and Gloucester 


Ediswan Co., Ltd. .. x os 
Falk, Stadelmann & Co., Ltd. 42 Building Society, Cheltenham 
Henley's, W. T., Ltd. . 48 (Sec. £350) .. ә Ке ee 920 

The first meeting of oreditors herein was fixed to be held 
on May l4th at the County Court Buildings, Cheltenham, 
but no creditors attended. The Official Receiver stated that 
he had received several proxies, one of which was a special 
proxy for £55, with directions that he should continue as trustee. 
There were, however, he stated, two points which would require 
investigation. One was in respect of the removal, by one of the 
largest creditors of goods, to the value of about £3200, on 16th and 
17th ult., and application had already been made for their return. 
The other point was with reference to the house and furniture. 
The affairs will remain in the hands of the Official Receiver. 

LEWSLEY, J. W., electrician, lately trading at 103, Mansfield 
Road, Nottingham.—June th is the last day for the receipt of 
proofs for dividend. Trustee, Mr. E. W. Humphreys, 4 Castle 
Place, Park Street, Nottingham. 

G. F. KIVERON, electrical engineer, Sheffield.— First meeting. 
May 21st ; public examination, June 10th ; both at Sheffield. 


Quain Electric Co., Ltd.—In the Companies Winding- Up 
Court on Tuesday, the petition of R. & A. Main, Ltd., of Gothic 
Works, Edmonton, for a compulsory order to wind-up Quain 
Electric Co., Ltd., came before Mr. Justice Astbury. Mr. Jolly, for 
the petitioners, said the petition had stood over for a fortnight in 
view of negotiations for a compromise. The only parties opposing 
the petition were the debenture-holders, and Mr. Bennett, who 
appeared for them, had agreed with him that the petition should 
be withdrawn without any order as to costs. Mr. Bennett: I agree. 
His Lordship allowed the petition to be withdrawn, without costa. 


Capital Expansion of the German Siemens Co.— As a 
result of the great advance in the prices for raw materials and in 
wages, together with the reduction in the working shift, and the 
decreased efficiency of the workmen which have prolonged the 
time of manufacturing as compared with former years, the directors 
of the A.G. Siemens & Halske, of Berlin, have prepared a scheme 
for doubling the spare capital and making alterations in the com- 
peny's statutes во as to prevent foreign interests from acquiring 
control over the undertaking. It is proposed to increase the 
present share capital of 63 millions of marks to 126 millions by the 
issue of new bearer shares for 63 millions, which are to be offered 
to existing shareholders at the price of 125 per cent., and to be 
entitled to participate in the dividend for 1920 for one-half of the 
year, and one new share can be subscribed for each existing share. 
It is recognised in Germany that the influence and co-operation of 
the Siemens family in connection with the company have answered 
the purpose during the course of decades, and it is now intended to 
convert a large number of the old shares into preference shares, with a 
manifold right of voting, namely, each preference share will be 
endowed with 30 votes. It is assumed that the raising of further 
capital in the future, and, if necessary, of obtaining capital from 
abroad will be facilitated in this way without losing the existing 
control and the German character of the undertaking. Thus, the 
ordinary shares ranging from No. 1 to 9,500, now held by the 
Siemens family, and representing a nominal amount of 9,500,000 
marks, will be transformed into registered preference shares, and 
with the manifold voting power mentioned will be equal to 285 
millions of marks, 


The special voting power oonferred upon the preference 
shares is only to be exercised in the oase of decisions of vital 
importance, as, for instance, alterations in the company's statutes 
increases or decreases in the share capital, changes in the object of 
the undertaking, amalgamation or dissolution of the company, 
elections to the board of directors, and voting in regard. to the 
dividends. On the other hand, limitations are to be imposed on 
the transfer of the preference shares. For instance, the transfer 
of shares to other persons is made dependent upon the sanotion of 
the president of the Berlin Chamber of Commeroe, and can only 
be granted if the prospective purchaser gives a guarantee that he 
will protect the rights of the company as German, and if he is & 
German residing permanently in Germany or in German Austria. 
It is also intended to modify the statutes so that the majority of the 
directors must be Germans. The directors believe that the scheme, 
without materially prejudicing the rights of the ordinary share- 
holders, will prevent the company from passing under. foreign 
control. As bearing on this point it is mentioned that frequent 
inquiries from abroad have already been made for ordinary shares 
in the company. If the directors may think of taking advantage 
of those offers for the future financing of the company, they at the 
same time have considered it necessary already now to adopt the 
measures referred to, in order to obviate undesirable consequences. 

_It is assumed that a considerable portion of the proposed new 
capital is intended for the Siemens-Schuckert Works, either by way 
of an increased loan or additional ordinary capital. If this 
assumption should prove to be correct, there is no doubt that the 
other joint partner in the Siemens-Schuckert Works—the Schuckert 
Co., of Nuremberg—will have to undertake a new financial trans- 
action if the respective capital investments in the Siemens- 
Schuckert Works are to remain on an equality. 


The F. B. I. Abroad.—We have received a summary of 
the report prepared by Sir Charles Mandleberg on one year's 
achievements of the Federation of British Industries Commissioner 
Service. The following is a list of Commissioners and Repre- 
sÉntatives abroad: | 


Place. Name and address. Status. 
Near East . Major E. Kennard, Athens z .. Commissioner. 
Greece .. .. Capt. R. C. Cumberbatch, Athens . Bub-Commissioner. 
Turkey .. Capt. Lafontaine, Athens (temporarily) Sub-Commissioner, 
East Indies .. Mr. G. O. Blacker, Singapore. . Commissioner. 
Spain .. .. Col. C. Thoroton, C. M. G., Madrid Commissioner. 
Algiers .. „ Мг. D. Thoroton, Algiers .. ia .. Bub-Commissioner. 
Brazil .. .. Mr. P. J. McKellen, Rio de Janeiro. Commissioner. 
Scandinavia. Mr. Montagu Villiers, Copenhagen. Commissioner. 
Denmark .. Mr. Paul Christensen, Copenhagen  .. Correspondent. 
Australia .. Mr. R. H. Butler, Melbourne .., „ Correspondent. 
Ца Ux .. Mr. E. H. Kapp, Milan wd .. Representative. 
Holland .. Anglo-Dutch Committee, Amsterdam .. Committee. 
Canada.. .. (1) Canadian Manufacturers’ Associa- Correspondents. 


tion, Toronto. | 
(2) Canadian Association of British Correspondents, 
Manufacturers and their Repre- 
sentatives, Toronto. 
New Zealand.. New Zealand Association of British Correspondents, 
Manufacturers and their Agents, 
Wellington. 


In addition to the foregoing, representation of a W nature was 
arranged during the period under review in Portugal and in the Oceupied Area 
of Germany. 
Arrangements have also been made for honorary Correspondents in the 
O oving countries :—Denmark, Finland, U.S., Cuba, Mexico, Egypt, France, 
hina. | 


Applications for British Trade-Marks.—Appended is a 
summary of the recent applications for British trade-marke in 
reapect of goods connected with the electrical industries and 
trades :— 

Atmos. No. 393,544. Class 8. Electric lamps and galvano- 
meters No. 393,545. Class 13. Electric bells and fittings. 
No. 393,546. Class 18. Lighting contrivanoes and electric bell 
systems.— General Electric Co., Ltd., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
London, E.C. July 23rd, 1919. | N 

Solanti. No. 400.762. Class 39. Goods manufactured from 
india- rubber and gutta-percha.— India - rubber, Gutta-percha and 
Telegraph Works, Ltd., 106, Cannon Street, London, E. G. 

Triangle (design). No. 399,244. Class 8. Resistance rods, coils, 
contact blocks and bearings, all parts of electrical apparatus.— The 
Morgan Crucible Co., Ltd., Church Road, Battersea, S. W. January 
7th, 1920. 

P. N. (design). No. 400,524. Class 18. Electric lamps.—The, 
Pyle National Co., 1534, Kostner Avenue, Chicago. February 
2nd, 1920. | 

Isco. No. 400,650. Class 13. Electric fittings.—W. T. Henley's 
Telegraph Works, Ltd., 13-14, Blomfield Street, London, E.C. 
February 11th. 1920. 

Busy Bee. No. 396,862. Class 6. Electric motors and dynamos. 
W. J. Allen & Wallace D. Vick, 734, Coleshill Street, Birmingham. 
November 5th, 1919. ; 

Bi-Spineflex. No. 401,312. Class 16. Electric insulators made 
of porcelain.—Taylor, Tunnicliff & Co., Ltd., Eastwood Works, 
Hanley. February 28th, 1920. 

Majestic. No. 401,673. Class 13. Metal filament lamps, being 
ordinary electric lamps.—General Engineering Co. (Salford), Ltd., 
74, Broad Street, Pendleton, Manchester. March 10th, 1920. 

Morite. No. 400,239. Class 50. Electric insulators made of 
one of the phenol formaldehyde condensation products or syn- 
theses of same, —Arthur S. Gush, 5, Clifton Terrace, Edinburgh. 
January 30th, 1920. 

Blackcap-Ediswan (lettering combined with design). No. 400,154. 
Class 8. Electric lampes for philosophical purposes.— Edison Swan 
Electrical Co., Ltd., 123-5, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 
January 29th, 1920. 

Kalecore. No. 400,948. Class 8. Paper-insulated electric cables. 
—Callender’s Cable and Construction Co., Ltd., Hamilton House, 
Victoria Embankment, London, E.C. February 19th, 1920, 
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French Company Notes.—Under the title of Le Télé- 
pore Moderne, Société d'Installations Téléphoniques, a company 
been formed at Paris (12, Rue du Port Mahon), with a capital 
of 150,000 fr., for the installation of telephones. 
| The Société Générale de Force et Lumiére have raised their 
capital from 30,000,000 to 50,000,000 fr. Eventual increase to 
75,000,000 fr. is also authorised. 

The capital of Le Fil Dynamo is to be raised from 500,000 to 
3,000,000 fr., for the building of a new works. 

The Société Hydroélectrique du Verdon has raised its capital 
from 1,000,000 to 2,500,000 fr. in order to secure rights on falls on 
the upper Verdon River. | 

There has been formed at Paris (Rue de Londres 29), the com- 
pany Lignes Télégraphiques et Téléphoniques, with a capital of 
10,000,000 fr., for the planning, manufacture and working of all 
kinds of electric lines and cables. This company is a trust of 
French cable and wire makers, embracing all the important firms 
except the Société Alsacienne, Jeumont, and the Société Industrielle 
des Téléphones, On its board of management are representatives 
of the Thomson-Houston, the Tréfileries et Laminoirs du Havre, 
the Canalisation Electrique, the Berthoud-Boret, and the Matériel 
Téléphonique companies. 

The Electrodes de la Savoie is the style of a company launched at 
Paris (2, Rue Blanche), with a capital of 2,000,000 fr., for the 
manufacture of electrodes. 

The Société Francaise de Lamps à Incandescenoe ‘ Luxor" 
(Floret et Cie.) has been constituted at Levallois-Perret, Seine 
(8, Rue des Fréres Herbert), with a capital of 375,000 fr., for the 
manufacture of glow lamps. 

The Etablissements André Dauphin has been formed into a com- 
pany (14, Rue St. Claude, Paris) for the manufacture and trade in 
elestric material. Its capital is 100,000 fr. in 100 fr. shares, 100 
of which are allotted to the Société Dauphin et Cie. for assets taken 
Over. 

Under the style of the Ateliers de Construction et Installations 
Electromécaniques has been formed at Rouen (52, Rue St. André), 
a company with 200,000 fr. capital, for the objects shown in its title. 

The Compagnie Electro-Industrielle has been constituted at 
Levallois, Seine (Rue Jean Jaurès 32), with a capital of 8,000,000 fr., 
for the manufacture and trade in electrical material of all kinds, 
including metal working and mechanical. 

The Etablissements Métallurgiques Rhöne-Isère has been 
established at Lyons with a capital of 1,000,000 fr., for the objects 
set out in its title. 

The Auxiliaire Industriel is the style of a company established at 
Paris (5, Rue d'Athènes), with a capital of 600,000 fr., for the 
study, manufacture, sale, and representation of all kinds of elec- 
trical material. : | 

With a capital of 200,000 fr., Le Matériel has been constituted a 
company at Paris (21, Rue d'Edimbourg), for the trade in and 
manufacture of electrical material for publie works, especially 
hydraulio, mechanical, and heating. 

Under the title of Le Moteur Electrique has been formed at 
Lyons (18, Route de Crémieux), & company for the manufacture, 
purchase, and sale of motors, dynamos, and transformers; also 
their erection and repair. The capital is 1,000,000 fr. 


Annual Onting. — No doubt there will be quite a 
marked revival of the annual outing this year, notwithstanding 
the high cost of everything. The first of the season, so far as 
reports have reached us, is that of the London branch of Messrs. 
Malcolm & Allan, Ltd., electrio dd engineers and contractors. A 
party of just over a hundred, including ladies, went to Maidenhead 
and district by the steam-launch n press of India, on Saturday, 
May 15th. The company boarded the launch at Windsor. Luncheon 
was served on board. The sports events were very successful; 
football, three-legged and other races, occupied so much time and 
created such interest that there was not time for the cricket match. 
On the return to Windsor a successful concert and dance were held, 
The prizes for the sports were distributed by Mrs. Н. S. Davidson. 


The E.T.B.l: Local Commiteee at Newcastle,—A 
meeting for the purpose of appointing a local Advisory Committee 
of the Electrical Trades’ Benevolent Institution for Newcastle and 
District, was held at the Mining Institute, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 
May 10th. Mr. W. C. Mountain, who presided, briefly explained 
the objects of the Institution, and said that the Committee of 
Management was in London, but he thought they should have a 
Local Advisory Committee in the North-Eastern Area, which waa 
very naturally, from the Tyne to the Tees. Mr. Mountain said it 
would not be very long before the present fictitiously prosperous 
times would come to an end. He did not want to be pessimistic, 
but there was no doubt that we were in for bad times before we 
were very much older, and if they were ready to help those who 
were unable to get employment, and who possibly might fall into 
bad luck and in a position where this Institution could help them, 
they would be promoting & very good object. Mr Hawes, the secre- 
tary, then outlined the work of the Institution, and gave typical 
examples of cases that had come before the Institution for aid, 
After & number of questions had been asked and answered, Mr. 
Clothier proposed, Mr. Anns seconded, and it was unanimously 
resolved, to elect a Committee for the district. Mr. Mountain ia the 
chairman of the Committee ; Mr. T. W. Anns, honorary secretary ; 
Mr. J. Gledson, honorary treasurer ; and the following are on the 
Committee :—Messrs, W. F. T. Pinkney, Newcastle Electric Supply 
Co. ; D. Patterson, Newcastle and District Electric Lighting Co. ; 
W. Dalton, Newcastle Corporation Tramways; J. W. Dodds, 
Electric and General Stores Co., Ltd.; Alan Robson, Simplex 
Conduits, Ltd.; H. P. Devereux, Devereux Moodie & Co.; R. Robson, 
Robson & Coleman; H. Barkes, British Electrical and Manu- 


facturing Co.; J. Spence, General Electric Co., Ltd.; W. Fletcher, 
Fletcher Bros.; Mr. Clothier, Reyrolle & Oo.; Mr. Stephens 
Holmes, Messrs. J. H. Holmes & Co.; Mr. Raw, Mining Electrical 
Engineers; Mr. Wyand, Sir W. Ө. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co. ; 
Mr. Thompson, Cleveland and Durham Electric Power Co.; Mr. 
Sloan, Newcastle Electric Supply Oo. ; and one nominee from each 
of the following : Messrs. Clarke, Chapman & Co. ; Mesers. Sunder- 
land Forge and Engineering Co.; Society of Technical Engineers; 
Electrical Power Engineers’ Association. 


Liquidations and Dissolutions.—GRATEz, LTD.—Wind- 
ing up voluntarily for revonstruction purposes. Liquidator, Mr. 
E. V. Hayes-Gratze, Elidia, Woodstock Avenue, Hendon, N.W. 4. 

HYDRO-ELECTRIC Concessions, LTD.—Winding up voluntarily. 
Liquidator, Mr. W. Gein, 8 and 4, Great Winchester Street, E.C. 
Meeting of creditors at 8 and 4, Great Winchester Street, E.C., 
May 25th. Claims to be sent to the liquidator forthwith. 

BRITISH EveR-READY Co., Ltp.—Winding up voluntarily for 
reconstruction purposes. Liquidator, Mr. W. T. Walker, 53, New 
Broad Street, E.C. Meeting of creditors at Hercules Place, 
Holloway, May 25th. . 

BRITISH ELECTRICAL AOGESSORIES, LTD.—Meeting of creditors 
at 8, Cheapside, Bradford, May 21st. 

ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL TRADES SUPPLY, Russell Build- 
ings, St. Mary Street, Swansea.—Mr. W. A. Roderick and Mr. R. 
Scott have dissolved partnership. Mr. W. A. Roderick will attend 
to debts and continue the business. 

ЕсомоміСс ELECTRIC Oo., automobile and electrical engineers, 
63, Knutsford Road, Warrington.—Measrs. B. Nadin, W. Wright 
and P. J. Dell have dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended 
to by Messrs. B. Nadin and P. J. Dell, who will continue the busi- 
ness under the same style. 

PARKER & PARKES, electric welders, &c., Union Street, Newport. 
Mr. W. G. Parkes and Mr. R. S. Parker have dissolved partner- 
ship. Debts will be attended to by Mr. W. G. Parkes. 

NORTHAMPTON PLATING Co., eleotro- metallurgistsand enamellers, 
71, St. Giles Street, Northampton.— Mr. W. F. White and Mr. E. H. 
Nichols have dissolved partnership. Debts will be attended to by 
Mr. E. H. Nichols, who will continue the business. . 

Simms Motor Units, LTD.—Winding up voluntarily, in 
view of the sale of the undertaking to a new company. Liquidator, 
Mr. D. В. Duncan, Percy Buildings, Grease Street, Rathbone Place, 
W.1. Meeting of creditors at Percy Buildings, May 27th. 

SPANISH AND GENERAL WIRELESS TRUST, LTD.—Particulars 
of claims must be sent to the liquidator, Mr. 8. Pears, 14, George 
Street, Mansion House, E.C., by June 22nd. 


Soclals.— The third of the Mazda House series of staff 
entertainments took place at Slater's Cannon Street Restaurant, on 
May 7th. At 6.30 p.m. the party of 100 sat down to progressive 
whist, and for upwards of 90 minutes played with relentless 
fervour for the prizes, which were distributed by Mr. F. Shaw, the 
chairman, at supper. During the meal a collection was taken for 
the waitresses, which, when counted, was found to include one 
farthing. It was returned to the only Sootsman in the room. 
After supper the company engaged in terpeichorean exercises, 
interspersed with songs rendered by various members of the B.T.H. 
staff. 


Exeter Agricultural Show. — The Devon County Agri- 
cultural Association held their exhibition at Exeter during May 
12th, 13th, and 14th. The exhibition generally was a huge 
success. On the electrical mde were the following stands :—Austin 
Motor Co., Ltd., showing their 75-Kw. autoplant ; Studebaker, Ltd., 
Lalley light and power plants; R. A. Lister & Co., Ltd., Lister- 
Bruston plant; Brooking & Co. The last-named firm appeared to 
be the only electrical oontracting and installation company 
exhibiting, with the result that they had а free run of inquiries, 
plus a very satisfactory order book, not only for their particular 

on show, but also for the goods shown by the manufacturers 
at the other stands. Brooking & Oo. had on show the Madstrong 
set, also the Ingeco set by Worthington of pump fame. The 
Hoover vacuum cleaner was to be seen in operation, a special 
demonstrator being in attendance. A particular feature of the 
stand was the prominence given to Callender's Kaleeoo wiring 
system, which is meeting with great success in the West of 
England. At their stand, Messrs, Wood & Ball represented the 
manufacturers with the idea of doing all that is possible to 
popularise the use of electricity in agriculture and like industries, 
and to render direct assistance to electrical contractors. They will 
be showing at Salisbury Show. Their various exhibita included the 
plants made by the New-Pelapone Engine Co., Ltd., of Leeds; St. 
Helens cab tires, C. T. S. cables and anti-corrosive fittings; lighting 
fittings, by Electrical Supplies Oo. ; electric self - starting switch- 
boards, by Mr. T. Burgoyne, of Kingsbridge, Devon; batteries, by 
Pritchett and Gold and E.P. Storage Co., Ltd.; and motors, by 
Bruce Peebles and Co., of Edinburgh. We are informed that a par- 
ticular feature of the Exeter Show was the mutual good feeling 
between the manufacturer and the contractor. 


Important Armstrong-Whitworth Development.—It is 
announced that Messrs. SIR W. G. ARMSTRONG, WHITWORTH AND 
Co., LTD., have entered into arrangements with an old-established 
Ohristiania firm of hydraulic engineers (Messrs. Jensen & Dahl), 
under which they will take up the manufacture in this country 
of water turbines to Jensen & Dahl designs. Messrs. Armstrong, 
Whitworth have opened a hydro-electric section at their offices at 
8, Great Georgel Street, Westminster, 8.W. Messrs. Jensen & Dahl 
have been responsible for many important Norwegian and other 
hydro-electric enterprises. The British company referred to haa 
the exclusive rights for the British Empire and South America, 
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A New Electric Heater, — The efficiency of electric 
heaters is limited by the melting point of the heating units 
and the lack of intimate contact between the heating unite 
and the material to be heated. If the heaters are laid inside 
the containing vessel, there is no material of which they 
can be constructed that will not be attacked by electrolysis 
when saline or other solutions are being heated. A new form 
of heater for А.О. circuits, described in Electrotechnische 
Zeitschrift, consists of a vessel provided with a vertical chan- 
nel through its interior, through which the magnetic circuit 
of & transformer passes. The energy is supplied to a coil 
wound around the magnetic circuit, and the heat is generated 
in & metal cylindrical wall interlinked with the magnetic 
circuit and forming the side or bottom of the vessel and ane 
as а secondary circuit to the transformer. The efficiency 
a vessel of this type is nearly unity. 


Liverpool Exhibition.—An interesting feature of the 
Liverpool Health and Homes Exhibition held at St. George's Hall, 
was the useful display of domestic electrical contrivances, for 
lighting, motive power, heating, &c. The exhibition was visited 
by thousands of people, who paid special attention to such 
exhibits. 


* 

Patent Application.—On June 16th, Mr. Justice Sargent, 
in the Chancery Division, will hear the petition of the Reason 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., of Brighton, for an extension of the 
term of Patent No. 20, 500, of 1905, for “Improvements in mercury 
electrolytes for electrolytic cells,” and of Patent No. 20,770, for 
" Improvements in cathodes,” both granted to H. 8. Hatfield and 
the Reason Manufacturing Co.. Ltd. 


New Indian Companies.—Among the new companies 
recently formed in India are the Indian Enfield Cable Co., 4, 
Fairlie Place, Calcutta, capital 2,500,000 rupees, to manufacture and 
deal in electric wires, cables, &c. ; and the Coal Fields Power Co., 
Calcutta, capital 1,500, 000 rupees, to establish plant lo generate 
electric energy for lighting and pomar purposes, 


NOTES. 


Argentina. — Company REPORT. — According to the 
recently-issued report of the Société d'Electricité de Rosario, the 
company is now supplying power to the extent of 25,230 Kw. to 
21,630 clients, as compared with 23,820 and 20,074 respectively a 
year ago. The output of the generating station during 1919 
reached a total of 22,899,989 Kw.-hours, an increase of 15 per cent. 
over 1918. The boilers at the generating station have been con- 
verted to use coal and petroleum as fuel in place of wood. 


LIGHTING AND POWER 


Australia, — MELBOURNE. — The recently - published 
abstract of the accounts of the City Electricity Supply undertaking, 
for the year ended December 31st last, shows that the total revenue 
amounted to £240,081, and the total expenditure to £134,854, 
leaving a gross balance of £105,227, apportioned as follows :— 
Interest on capital, &c., £23 855 ; depreciation and renewals. 
account, £37,999 ; and appropriations, £43,343. 


Ayr, — Proposen EXTENSIONS.— The Corporation is 
seeking authority from the Electricity Commissioners to install 
additional plant or build new works. An alternative scheme is to 
take a bulk supply from Kilmarnock. 


Barnsley.—CHarGE ғов METEBRS.— The Electricity and 
Lighting Committee recommends that а rental of 1s. 6d. per quarter 
be charged on all electricity meters installed in premises the net 
rateable value of which exceeds £10, the rental to come into force 
as from June Ist. 

EXTENSIONS APPROVED.—The Electricity Commissioners have 
sanctioned proposed extensions to the present electricity works. 
The Electricity Committee has received a report from the elec- 
trical engineer in connection with the progress of such extensions. 


Blackpool.— FUTURE DEvELOPMENTS.— The Electricity 
Committee has authorised the electrical engineer to seek an inter- 
view with the Electricity Commissioners, to place before them the 
local position with regard to electricity generation and distribution, 
and to ascertain, if possible, their propoaals for the future develop- 
ment of the electricity supply business on the West Coast. This 
followed the Committee'8 adoption of the recommendation to install 
additional boilers at the electricity works. 


Bradford.—Nrw CONDITION or SuPPLY.—The Elec- 
tricity Committee has announced that in future applicants for 
electricity must sign a special condition which provides that the 
Corporation reserves the right to suspend the aupply if it is found 
necessary when the total demand for power exceeds the effective 
capacity of the plant at the works. The condition is the outcome 
of the difficulties which arose during the recent long breakdown 
period at the generating station. 


Bury.—Loan.—The Town Council is applying for 
permission to borrow £4.441 in order to carry out extensions to 
nains, services, aud public lighting, 


Burnley.—PrRoposep ExTENsIONS.— The demand for 
electric power for mills and workshops has increased to such an 
extent, that steps will shórtly have to be taken to provide addi- 
tional generating plant. The Town Council has been recommended 
to seek borrowing powers for £150,000 to provide this, although 


‘under the new scheme. for the Mid-Lancashire area it is probable 


that at least two large generating stations will be erected at 
approved entre. 


Canada.—HYDRO-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT. zn esti- 
mate of £3,400,000 has been submitted to the Ontario Legislature 
for the requirementa this year of the provincial hydro-electric 
system, over £2,000,000 being for power development at Chippewa 
and (Queenstown. —The Times. 


Clacton-on-Sea.— PRoposED Prick INCREASE. — The 
Urban District Council has applied to the Electricity Oommissioners 
for power to increase the price of electricity by not more than 


50 per cent., to enable the undertaking to be run without loss. A 


new Diesel engine is to be installed at the works. 


Continental.— FRance.—One of the greatest industrial 
regions in France is formed by the suburbe of Paris, where the 
Union d'Electricité has undertaken the task of providing а supply 
of light and power on terms favourable to the consumers, The 
company has already purchased the works of the suburban under- 
takers, and intends to retain as auxiliaries those which are able to 
work on an economical basis, whilst the others will be disposed of 
so as to redeem the purchase price. It has been decided to substi- 
tute for these old works a super-etation with a total capacity of 
200,000 KW., and equipped with steam turbo-alternator sets of 
from 35,000 to 40,000 Kw., which sets will be, it is said, the largest 
in France down to the present time. The primary network will 
have & pressure of 60,000 volts, and it is expected that the com- 
pary will be able to dispose of 500,000,000 Kw.-hours on the oom- 

letion of the station. The company’s share capital was recently 
increased to 126,000,000 fr., and the issue of a loan of 80,000,000 is 
now in contemplation. 

The new station which the Compagnie Hydroelectrique e du Gaz 
de Lyon has been building on the Gorges du Fier will shortly be 
working ; it will have & capacity of 40,000 H.P. 

The French Minister of Agrioulture has just created an Upper 


Council of Water and Rural Engineering entrusted with the 


examination of all questions—technical, economic, financial, and 
judicial—relating to the development of water resources, control of 
water oourses, and the application of electricity to agriculture. It 

is divided into three sections—water, rural engineering, legislation, 
апа litigation. 


' SWEDEN.—Great strides have been made in Sweden in late years 
in the use of electricity in agriculture. Three great hydro-electrio 
installations exist, which place at the disposal of farmers a con- 
siderable amount of energy. One of these is situated near Troll- 
hattan, a second is near Hjemsjó, and the third belongs to the Southern 
Sweden Electric Co. The energy, in the first of the above installa- 
tions, is transmitted to sub-stations, where the pressure is stepped 
down from 70,000 to 20,000 volts ; to these sub-stations are linked 
others, which supply at from 1 ‚500 to 3,000 volts, available for use 
within a radius of three or four miles, the subscribers themsel ves 
forming a distributing company and providing the capital for the 
construction of their own local network. The State gives 
help to companies of this kind by means of loans on favourable 
terms, The distributing companies unite together into district or 
central companies, with their own appointed engineers, who carry 
out inspections and schemes of improvement, and, on demand, 
give advice. The largest of these companies buys its own 
materials, at a considerable saving of expense and with the best 
guarantee of the type and quality of the purchases, The electric 
energy serves the most varied uses and operations ; besides lighting, 
it is used to drive threshing machines, straw-pressea, winnowers, 
straw-cutters, forage-cutters, lifts, cheese-churns, milkers, &o.— 
Bolletino d Informazioni Agrari, ` 

Among the new companies recently formed in Sweden, in 
connection with the utilisation of water-power in the generation 
and distribution of electrical energy are the Nasums Elektriska 
Kraft Aktiebolag, organised at Oaby, and the тшшн Elek- 
triska Aktiebolag, formed at Norrkoping. 


SWITZERLAND.—The recently issued report of the North-East 
Swiss Power Works Co. gives interesting information regarding the 
large new stations for which a general meeting is being asked to 
sanction an outlay of 114,000,000 fr. In the year 1916-17 the out- 
put totalled 149,000,000 KW.-hours ; in 1918-19 it rose to 
222,000.000 Kw.-hours; for 1924-5 the requirements will reach 
316,000,000 KW.-hours, which cannot be supplied by the existing 
stations at Beznau, Lontsch and Exlisau, the last-named only oom- 
pleted this spring, as their total output only amounte to 
126,000,000 KW. for 3,000 hours. The deficiency cannot be met 
permanently by resort to outside supplies, which are both increas- 
ingly ditlicult to procure and ever rising in cost. Hence the 
company is planning the building of three new power stations, 
namely, the Etzelwerk, the Wüggitalwerk and a station on the 
Aare, near Gippingen. The first-named station will be built near 
Megglen, on the Sihl River, and will have a capacity of 70,000 kw. 
and a yearly output of 136,000,000 Kw.-hours. Its estimated cost, 
2'5 fold the outlay before the war, is 94,000,000 fr. The second- 
named station will be built at Siebnen, on the Wüggital River, and 
wil have a capacity of 60,000 Kw., and a yearly output of 
80,000,000 KW.-hours, Its cost is estimated at 60,000,000 fr. The 
third station will be situated on the Aare, near Koblenz, and will 
have a capacity of 30,000 KW., and its output will bring the 
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aggregate up to 260,000,000 K&w.-hotirs. The estimated cost, of this 
station is 65,000,000 fr. To defray the outlay on these several 
stations to the extent of 114,000,000 fr., shares to the amount of 
34,000,000 fr. will be created, and 80,000,000 fr. of bonds issued, 
raising the capital of the company to 70,000,000 fr., and the bond 
indebtedness to 105,000,000 fr. Cantons interested in the under- 
taking will take up the new shares in the following ratio :— Zurich, 
42 per cent. ; Argau, 32 ; Thurgau, 14; Schaffhausen, 9; Glarus, 2; 
and Zug, 1 per cent. 


BAVABRIA.—À new limited liability company is being floated in 
Mellrichstadt, whose object ля the construction of a long-distance 
pore: transmission station for the uniform supply of the Rhon, 

rnbao, Mellrichstadt, Kónigshofen, and Meiningen district:. The 
electricity works in each district are to be affiliated to the new 
company. .To meet the excess costs of construction, the communes 
are paying a subaidy—amounting to 100 marks per head of the 
population—which is non-redeemable, and carries no interest.— 
Economic Review. 

TURKEY.—La Société Ottomane d’Electricité, of Constantinople, 
has recently secured from the Turkish Government an extension 
of 33 years of its concession, the Government's right of purchase 
having also been delayed until 1943. The number of clients of the 
company increased during the past year from 12,137 to 12,894 ; the 
‚ output of the generating station during the past year amounted to 
25,696,500 Kw.-hours, as against 28, H 1. 150 KW.-hours in 1913. 


ITALY.—In order to meet the increasing demand for electricity, 
the Sociéta Bologlese di Elettricità has decided to considerably 
enlarge its steam-operated generating plant, no further available 
water power for the hydro-electric station being available. 


Deal and Walmer.— TIME Extension.—The Minister of 
Transport has extended, to September 30th, the time under the 
Deal and Walmer Gas and Electricity Act for the extension of 


Douglas (Isle of Man).—ELECTRICITY - SuPPLY.—The 
Douglas Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd., and the Town Council 
have asked leave from the Tynwald Court to introduce Bills for the 
supply of electricity in. the borough, and a committee has been 
deputed to recommend that the petition be granted. 


East Ham.—LiN&KING UP.—Writing to the Corporation, 
the secretary of the Electricity Commission says :— 


" Applications for the extension of generating plant have been 
reoeived from the local authorities of East Ham, Barking and Ilford 
respectively, and the Electricity Commissioners are of opinion that 
it is inexpedient and contrary to the public interest that any further 
extensions of generating plant should be made at the above-named 
three places. i 

“ А Conference of the Electrical Engineers of the three boroughs 
and districts and also of the Borough of West Ham was, therefore, 


summoned, and the engineers were invited by the Commissioners to’ 


state their views, it being understood that the Conference was to be 


without prejudice to the interests of any of the Councila whose 


engineers were present. 


“ As a result of this Conference, and at the request of the Com- | 


missioners, the engineers have inquired into the matter very fully 
in order to ascertain the further demands that are likely to arise in 
each district during the next three or four years, avd an estimate of 
the cost of laying a transmission line to interconnect these three 
districts and the West Ham electricity undertaking has been 
5 i ! "T" 

“ А comparison of the cost of energy in each district if the 
further supply required be taken wholly from West Ham, with the 
cost of generation from an extended local station, shows that East 
Ham, Barking and Ilford would all benefit by such an arrangement. 

* For the immediate additional supply of Barking and East Ham, 
the Ilford Council's station, now being extended and approaching 
completion, would be available, that is, for next winter's load, and 
afterwards the West Ham undertaking wonld find & further increase 
required," 5 І 


Exeter. NRW Prant.—The Town Council has applied 
to the Commissioners for consent to install an additional turbo- 
alternator of 1,000 to 1,500 Kw. capacity, for the winter load 
of 1921, ata cost of from £22,057 to £30,426. | 

" EMPLOYES WaGes.—The City Council, at a recent meeting, 
decided to adopt the award to electrical workers of the National 
Joint Industrial Council. A proposal to disregard this and with- 
draw from the Board was defeated. 


Holmfirth.—PRICOR IxcREASE.—The price of electricity 
has been advanced to 9d. per unit on account of the continued 
increases in the prioes of materials. 


Hove.—BuLk SuPPLYv.—The Town Council has decided 
to adopt the Brighton Corporation's terms for a bulk supply. This 
is being taken as an alternative to extending the Hove plant, which 
has become out of date. 


Iceland. WATER Pow ев. Тһе exploitation of Iceland's 
waterfalls is a matter of great importance. The latent power ia 
estimated at 1,000 million H.P., but has been very little utilised. 
The Icelandic Waterfall Commission is at present considering the 
granting of a concession to a Danish-Norwegian company which 
wishes to exploit some of the falls. It is intended to use the 
power for the manufacture of nitrogen, and for an extensive 
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scheme of electrification. Among other schemes is one for the 
construction of a 200-km. eleotrio railway, running from Reykjavik, 
east and south through the agricultural district, which, if carried 
out, would be Iceland's first railway. Economic Review. 


Leeds. —8STRIKE.— About 200 labourers employed by the 
Electricity Department in laying cables, strack work because they 
had not been brought within the scope df the wages award sa 
applied to the engineering and allied trades, The Corporation 
refused to negotiate on the matter till the men resumed work. The 
men decided to go back to work on May lith, and negotiations 
were at once begun. The strikers are also claiming £5 per week, 
alleged arrears in wages since December Ist last. - ee 


Mídlands.— JorNT ELECTRICITY AvTHORITY.—It is 
understood that it is proposed to form a joint electricity authority 
to include Stafford, Wolverhampton, Walsall, Wednesbury, West 
Bromwich, and the avea covered by the Midland Electric Corpora- 
tion, but eventually the authority will be extended to bring in 
also the Potteries and Shrewabury. The inclusion is also suggested 
of a portion of the County of Cheshire, so that Crewe and Nantwich 
can be supplied from the pruposed power station at Stoke. The 
area as outlined will comprise 2,100 sq. miles. It is considered 
that sites at Rugeley un the Trent, and Ironbridge on the Severn, 
offer the best facilities for the necessary supplies of water and fuel. 
At the former place an area of 45 acres can bé obtained, sufficient 
to provide for a station of over 200,000-kw. capacity. The river 
will give condensing water by direct circulation for 75,000 Kw. at 
а minimum, but by means of a dam the working: capacity can be 
raised to 125,000 Kw., or even higher. The station at Rugeley will 
be limited by the quantity of water available for condensing 
purposes, and the proposal is that the plant shall not be of a 


greater capacity than 60,000 kw. Тһе covering of this wide area 


with a network of supply mains, it is considered, will create a 
bigger demand for electricity for many purposes, industrial and 
domestic. The total plant capacity of existing stations is some- 
thing under 100,000 Kw. The first portion of the new scheme to 
supplement, and in some cases to supplant, present sources of 
supply, is the erection of the new station at Stoke, the suggeated 
capacity being at the outset 20,000 kw. produced by four turbo- 
alternators. The first section of the new station at Rugeley will 
also be undertaken, its initial capacity to be 30,000 kw. As these 
stations come into commission all plants other than those of the 
three-phase 50-cycle turbine type will be closed down. The. 
capacity of the Stoke and Rugeley stations will be extended in 
accord with the demand, and not untilthey have fully developed 
will the Ironbridge station be built, In the initial stages the 
capital expenditure will probably be between three and four 
millions, but the cost of the completed scheme will be approxi- 
mately 15 millions. 


Stafford.—YEAR's WorKING.—The annual report of the 
municipal electricity undertaking shows that after debiting loan 
charges and income-tax, and crediting dividends and rents, the 
result of the working for the year ended March 31st, 1920, was a 
net deficit of £302, which added to that of £562 brought forward, 
made atotal deficit of £861. The sum of £1,000 out of the gross 
profits of £3,818 had been placed to the depreciation fund. For 
the year ending March last, the total sales amounted to 1,999,200 
B. of Т. units, as compared with 731,800 units for the 12 months 
ending March, 1913. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Burton-on-Trent, — YEAR'S WORKING. — The tramway 
manager's recently-presented report states that, unless fares are 
substantially increased or & subaidy is granted from the rates, the 
undertaking will show & loss of £11,700 on the coming year. The 
chairman of the Tramways Committee states that the deficiency on 
the past year's working was £3,294, without the transfer of any- 
thing to the depreciation and renewals funds. A suggestion to 
substitute motor-omnibuses for the tramways met with no support 
owing to the initial cost and greater running expenses. 


Canada.—RaiLway ELECTRIFICATION.— One of the first 
sections likely to be converted to electrical operation in the pro- 


posed electrification of Canadian trunk lines will be the double- 


track line of the Grand Trunk Railway between Toronto, Hamilton, 
and Niagara Falls, a distance of 82 miles, says the Electrical News. 
The coal shortage has been very threatening for several seasons, 
making it urgently necessary to reduce the coal bill just as soon as 
the required additional electric power is available. Very important 
undertakings are now in hand, and well advanced for the supply 
of electric power. High-voltage D.C. operation is now beyond the 
experimental stage, and firmly estabiished on other trunk lines, 
offering increased capacity and economy in operation beyond the 
most optimistic views of 10 years ago. The electrification of 
Toronto terminals, covering 15 miles, will require much atudy to 
overcome the many difficulties likely to be met with, following 
with the Hamilton terminals, a length of five miles. With these 
two terminals corfverted, the trunk lines connecting could be 
electritied early, including also the Niagara Falis terminal of two 
miles. 


Continental.—ITaLy.—In order to meet the excessive 
cost of coal for steam-raising purposes, the Société des Tramways 
de Turin proposes to electrify the branch provincial lines at 


` 
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present worked by steam. In oonnection with the scheme an 
application has been made to the Italian Government for an annual 
subvention. j 

SwEDEN.— RAILWAY ELECTRIFIOATION.—The Swedish Com- 
mittee of State has approved the Government proposal for the 
allotment in 1921 of a first instalment of 23,000,000 kroner in con- 
nection with the projected conversion of the State railway between 
Stockholm and Gothenberg to electric traction. The Committee 
expresses the expectation that the railway and hydro-electric 
administrations will oo-operate iu solving the question of the 
methods of transmitting power from the power network to the 
railway system. 


East Ham.—New EquiPMENT.—The Town Council has 
applied for a loan of £8,331 for 10 new sets of equipment for 
reconstructed tramcars. 


Iltord.— ELECTRIC VEHICLES. An unopposed inquiry 
was held on May 13th into the application of the Urban District 
Council for a loan of £8,050 for the purchase of six electric 
vehicles for the collection of house refuse. 


Liverpool.—DERAILMENT.—Owing to a train being 
derailed on the electrified part of the L. & Y. Railway between 
Liverpool and Southport on May 14th, several hundreds of city 
workers were unable to get home until late in the evening. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES.—An order for the supply of certain electric 
vehicles has been cancelled by the Liverpool Health Committee, 
and the city engineer has been instructed to make fresh inquiries. 


London.—RA1ILWAYMEN'8 W AGES.— The Industrial Court, 
in an award governing the wages of employés in power and aub- 
stations and electrical grades on railways in the London district, 
issued on May 11th, gives an advance in time or day rates of 6s. 
per full ordinary week, or 14d. per hour, according to the custom of 
payment on the various railways. .The advance applies to male 
workers of 21 years and over who are in receipt of a war wage of 
338. 6d. per week and a bonus of 12} per cent. on earnings. Half 
of the advance will be retrospective to March 31st, and the 
remainder payable on May 31st. The case of the workers was put 
to the Court by the Electrical Trades Union, which claimed an 
advance of 15s. per week for those of 18 years of age and over, and 
108. for apprentices and boys under 18. Where the practice before 
the war was to pay those under 21 years of age who were in receipt 
of the full rate for labourers the same advances as were granted 
to those over 21, the Court decided that that practice should be 
continued. A claim by the N. U. R. for an advance of 158. per week 
for all men and women in the railway shops and 7s. 6d. for boys 
and girls, including all those employed in electric generating 
stations on railways in the United Kingdom, has also been decided 
by the Industrial Court, which held that the workers who were in 
receipt of a war wage of 33s. 6d. a week and the bonus of 121 per 
cent. on earnings should receive the advances granted on March 23rd 
to workers in railway shops. The general alteration then made 
was similar to that reported above for electrical grades.— The Times. 

UNDERGROUND Fares.—The Bill promoted by the London 
Electric Railways seeking powers to increase the maximum fares 
came before a Select Committee of the House of Commons, on 
May 110. Mr. E. Honoratus Lloyd, K. C., on behalf of the pro- 
motors, applied for an adjournment. He said that at the last 
moment they had received from the Minister of Transport a report 
on the Bill. The pointe raised by that report were very serious. 
He had not had an opportunity of placing the report before any 
one of the boards of directors of the companies. The report suggested 
that the Committee should not deal with the Bill as a whole, but 
that, at the most, some temporary powers should be granted, and 
that the whole matter should be referred to the Minister of Trans- 
port, so that he might decide on the actual rates to be charged, 
The report, Mr. Lloyd added, differed materially from what was 
said by the Minister in the House on the second reading of the 
Bill. Counsel for the local bodies which are oppoeing the Bill 
assented, and the Chairman adjourned the Committee until after 
the Whitsun holiday. The Bill as it stands proposes to increase 
the fares for first-class passengers to 3d. a mile, with a minimum 
fare of 4d., and for other classes to 14d. & mile, with a minimum of 
2d. Higher rates are also proposed for the conveyance of parcels. 
—The Times. 

ACCIDENTS.— Traffic on the Victoria Embankment was held up on 
Wednesday, last week, owing to the derailment of a tramway-car. 

Traffic on the Central London Railway was delayed for half an 
hour, early on the same ‘day, between the Bank and Liverpool 
Street stations, owiug to signal trouble. 

Twenty minutes' delay was cauged by & tramcar failing to take 
the points in Holborn on Thursday, last week, 

As the result of a collision between a steam lorry and a tramcar 
at Streatham, on Saturday last, the latter was hadly damaged and 
traffic was held up for a time. 

CAR-DESIGNING COMPETITION.—The London County Council 
is contemplating a scheme for awarding a prize ðf £1,000 for 
what is considered the best design of car for the London services. 

New ROLLING STOCK.—The Highways Committee of the 
London County Council recommends the purchase of 125 new oars 
of the E. 1 ” type, having seats for 78 passengers each. 


Middlesbrough.—NEw Srock.— The Corporation has 
sanctioned the purchase of nine new electric cars at a cost of 
4 3,120 each. 


Nelson. — LoAN.— The Town Council has decided to 
seek borrowing powers to the extent of £36,000, the estimated 


cost of a new car-shed, workshops, machinery, and equipment for 
the tramways. The original estimated cost was £25,000. 


Oldham. — ARBITRATION. — Arbitration proceedings in 
connection with the purchase of the Oldham, Ashton and Hyde 
Electric Tramway Co.'s undertaking by the local authorities, will 
take place in London next month. 


Snauderland.—CoNvERTED Cars.—On the Corporation 
system a new all-enclosed car has been put into service. It is the 
first of six bogie-cars which are being converted at the local car 
sheds under the direction of the general manager, Mr. A. R. Dayson, 
and the rolling stock superintendent, Mr. R. Haswell. A new 
truck is used, which ensures smoother running, the motors are each 
of 30 H.P., and there are front exit gates. The upper deck is of the 
saloon pattern, with seats for 40 persons. 


Taunton.—PRicE Dispute.—As the Tramway Co. will 
not consent to pay more than 2d. per unit for electricity for power 
(12d. per unit was paid under the agreement with the Corporation) 
the Town Council has decided to apply for the agreement to be set 
aside under the Courts (Emergency Powers) Act, 1919. The Town 
Council had asked the company to pay an increase of 100 per cent. 


United States.—MoNoRaiL TRACTION. — А monorail 
system of the type built in Germany 18 years ago has been offered 
to Chicago's City Traction Commission as a solution of the traction 
problem, says Electric Traction, A model was set up for demon- 
stration by the National Suspended Monorail Co., and, according to 
the promoters, the system can be operated at a saving of 65 per 
cent. over the systems now in use. It is claimed that 70 per oent. 
of the accidents would be eliminated, and that the time of journey 
would be reduced 50 per oent. There would be no grade crossings, 
and noise would be eliminated by fitting to the wheels tires made 
of vulcanised wood fibre. With regard to cost, it is claimed that 
the system would cost only $100,000 per double-track mile; it is 
estimated that the cars would have a speed of 130 M.P.H., but in 
actual service would make 42 M.P.H. with one stop per mile, aod 
82 M. P. H. in local service. The cars would weigh 12 tons each, and 
would contain 60 seats per car. The structure, from which the 
cars would be suspended without the use of under wheels, would 
be supported every 50 ft. by supports erected on one side of the 
street only. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Bradford. WIRELESS TELEPHONY.—The newly-formed 
Bradford Wireless Society is proposing to erect a wireless station, 
if permission can be obtained from the Postmaster-General. On 
May 12th, at a meeting of the Society held at Heaton by the 
kindness of the President of the Society (Mr. Charles Wood), whose 
apparatus was used, the members were able to enjoy a conoert 
which took place at the Chelsmsford Marconi station, 170 miles 
away. 


Lerwick.— WIRELESS STATION.— The early closing of the 
wireless station is foreshadowed in an Admiralty order stating that 
all outstanding demands for stores from this station are to be con- 
sidered as cancelled. The naval base was closed down on December 
13th last, and the Nab Port war signal station was closed on 
December 18th.—7/e Times. 


London.— WIRELESS TELEPHONY.—The efficiency of 
wireless telephony as a means of communication between the 
scenes of fires and the Brigade headquarters in the City was tested 
at a demonstration in London on Friday, last week. The trans- 
mitting and receiving apparatus was carried on the back of a 
tender, and ав soon as it came into position at a pre-arranged 
spot at Clapham Common, S. W., a pole was hoisted on the tender 
bearing one end of the aerial wire, the other end being run out 
and attached to the top of the nearest lamp-post. At the spot 
chosen for the demonstration there was no ordinary telephone 
within reasonable distance. 


Post Office Employés’ Wages.—The Union of Post 
Office Workers at its annual conference at Morecambe on May 11th 
accepted the Government offer on the claim made by the Union 
for a flat wage increase of 10s. per week. The Government offered 
an immediate increase of 38. 6d. a week to men and 2s. 6d. to 
women. This increase is for the main classes only—namely, out- 
door postmen, telegraphists and telephonists, and indoor sorting 
clerks, The usual increments continue, and such a reduction in 
office classification is arranged as ensures earlier attainment of the 
maximum. Apart from the money offer, there is secured а 
reduction of provincial scales from five to three, ап extension of 
the London area to a 12 miles radius from Charing Cross, the 
existing London area to be Division I, and the new outer area 
Division II. The wage increases indicated date back to January lst, 
and are proportionately extended to overtime worked since that 
date. The increases secured by the main classes will be the basis 
of settlement for other classes, and will date back to January 1st. 


Telegraph Rates.—The daily Press announces that the 
new telegraph rates are to be dealt with in a Parliamentary Bill, 
and will not come into operation on June let as was suggested. 


Underground Cabies.—Underground telephone cables 
are now being laid by the General Post Office in most of the 
business centres of the country with the object of improving the 
stability of the service. One of the ducts now under construction 
runs from London to Manchester, and is reported to be nearing 
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completion. А start has been made in drawing in the cables. A 
duct, has also been made for the greater part of the distance 
between London and Bristol, while good progress is reported with 
that which will connect London with Southampton. The cables 
between Glasgow and Coatbridge, Dumbarton and Motherwell will 
soon be ready, while on the short distance between Ormskirk and 
Preston the arrangements are practically complete. Schemes for 
linking up Manchester and Liverpool, Bolton and Rochdale, and for 
connecting Liverpool and Chester are well in haud ; and prepara: 
tions are being made for the underground linking-up of business 
towns in the Midlands, particularly in the Birmingham district. 
The Times says that it is expected that the whole scheme will be 
nearing completion towards the end of the present year. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the ond of the par indicates 
the issue of the ELROTRIOAL REVIEW in Sa онаш 
Notice” appeared.) 


OPEN. 

Australia, — MELBOURNE.—May 31st. Victorian Rail- 
ways Department. Four 4,500-Kw., 1,500-volt traction converter 
seta, and eight 1,000-Kw., 1,500-volt ditto. (April 30th.) 

SYDNEY. — August 4th. N.S.W. Government Railways and 
Tramways. Two 1,000-Kw. sub-station units. Chief Electrical 
Engineer, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney. | 

August 3rd. Department of Public Works. Turbines and 
generators for the Barren Jack hydro-electric development scheme. 
Department of Public Works, Sydney. 

July 18th. City Council. Maximum demand indicators. Electric 
Lighting Department, Town Hall, Sydney. 

PERTH.— July 14th.  P.M.G.s Department. Telegraph and 
telephone instruments (various parta). Schedule 674. 

June 16th. P.MG.'’s Department. Telegraph and telephone 
instruments (various parts). Schedule 680. (May 14th.) 

ADELAIDE.—June 23rd. P.M.G.'s Department. Telephone parts 
(schedule.541). (See this issue.) 


Barnes.—June 7th. Urban District Council Electricity 
Department, Ooal-handling plant and overhead steel or ferfo- 
concrete bankers (May 14th.) 


Beigium.—June 18th. The municipal authorities of 
Verlaine (Provinoe of Liége) are inviting tenders for the concession 
for the supply of electrical energy for lighting and power purposes 
in the district. Particulars can be obtained from the Maison 
Communale. | 


Dublin.— June 7th. Electricity Supply Committee. 
12 months’ supply of single-phase and three-phase meters. 

June Ist. Electricity Supply Committee, 22 direct-current 
magazine flame arc lamps. (See this issue.) 


Edinburgh.—June 19th. Electricity Supply Department. 
E.H.T. and L. T. switchgear, &c., for Portobello station. (See this 
issue.) 

Lincoin.—May 24th. Electricity Department. Coal- 
handling plant. (April 23rd.) 


Leeds.— June 14th. Electricity Department. 12,000-Kw. 
steam turbine, alternator and condensing plant. (May 14th.) 


London.—HaokNEY.—June 9th. Electricity Department. 
Four water-tube boilers, each 33,000 Ib. per hour capacity, with super- 
heaters, mechanical stokers, &c. ; four induced-draught planta ; four 
fuel eoonomisers ; one 10,000-Kw. turbo-alternator and exciter, with 
ventilating fan and air filter or cooler; one surface condensing 
plant; two ciroulating water motor-driven pumps; E.H.T. switch- 
gear; two 20,000-KW, coupler panels; one 10,000-Kw. generator 
panel ; six 2,000-Kw. and one 4,000-Kw. feeder panels. (May 7th.) 

BETHNAL GREEN.—June 7th. Electricity Supply Department.. 
Two 500-K.v.A. transformers; one E.H.T. and one L.T. panel; L. r. 
feeder cables ; section pillars and road work. (See this issue.) 


Mauchester.—June 7th. Electricity Department. Main 
and auxiliary switohgear; Section A, 83,000-volt and 6,000-volt 
main switchgear ; Section B, pressure-testing switchgear ; Section C, 
420-volt А.С. auxiliary switchgear ; Section D, 240-volt D.c. auxiliary 
awitchgear. (April 30th.) 


New Zealand.— W ELLINGTON.—J une 30th. Tender Board. 
Public Works. Electrical equipment for the Arthur's Pass section 
of the Midland Railway. Particulars from the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

AUCKLAND.—September Ist. Harbour Board. For the supply of 
electric capstans and spares. Messrs. W. & A. McArthur, Ltd., 
18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London, E. C. 2. 


Salford.—June 5th. Electricity Department. 12 months’ 
supply of D.C. and A. C. meters, (See this issue.) 


. Ro Soc 
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Trimdon.—May 25th. Parish Council. Overhauling 
and repairing the whole of the electric lighting in the villages of 
Trimdon Grange and Trimdon Colliery. Mr. T. W. Wilkinson, 
Clerk to the Council, 24, Booth View, Trimdon Grange. 


CLOSED. 


Bradford.—Electricity Committee :— 


Bteelwork for firing floor of new boilers.—Redpath, Brown & Co., Ltd. 
19 feeder and fuse pillars.—B. I. & Helsby Cabies, Ltd 
Steel gangways for pump room at Valley Road works.—F. Fox. 


London.—Metropolitan Water Board. Works Committee. 


Recommended 
Electrical water-level indicators at 12 reservoirs in Kent, 21,72) approx.— 
Glenfleld & Kennedy, Ltd. 


Margate.— Town Council :— 


Renewal of eleotrio light installation, pavilion and winter gardens, outside 
arena.— W. J. Cannon, £190. | 


Pontefract.— Town Council :— 
Electric light installation, assembly rooms.—A. Brook, £52. 


Suuderland.— Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 


J. Hewdins & Co.—Parts for A.E.G. turbine. 

Elliott Bros.—Test-room instruments. 

General Electric Co., Ltd.—Seven circuit breakers. 

B. I. & Helsby Cables, Ltd. —Cable wagon, E.H.T. cable, 4-oore L.T. network 


cable. 
C. C. Wakefield & Co.— Turbine oil. 
Ferranti, Ltd.—Hou зе-зегуісе meters. 


Wolverhampton. Tramways Committee. Recommended: 


5,000-galion petrol storage tank, complete, £474.— Alexander & Steer. ` 
One +pare engine and spare back axle for motor omnibuses, £400.—Tilling- 
Stevens Motors, Ltd. 
The Committee recommends the Council to agree to the payment of £896, 
being 74% increase in the price of omnibuses, under the emergency 
clause of the contract with Tilling-Stevens Motors, Ltd. 


Two Жү, 01 Crellin’s patent саг body lifting apparatus, £804, —C. Booth 
an s . 


Electricity Committee. Recommended :— 

Three self-balance current transformers; one Fawsett-Parry relay; three 
$3,000-v. М.Р. feeder- current transformers, £172, plus £66 cost of 
erection.—Reyrolle & Co., Ltd. 

Two 500-K w. converters, £8,762 each (revised tender). — Met. Elecl. Co., Ltd. 

Опе 22)-Kw. mercury arc rectifier equipment, 22,577. —Power Rectifiers, Led. 


FORTHCOMING BVENTS. 


Moyal Institution of Great Britain. — Friday, May 21st. At Albemarle 
Street, W. At 9 p.m. Lecture on The Thermionic Valve in Wireless 


Telegraphy and Telephony," by Prof. J. A. Fleming, F. R. 8. 
Friday, May 2th. At Albemarle Street, W. At 9 p.m. Lecture on 
„ Crystal Structure,” by Prof. Sir W. Н. Bragg. 


Junior Institution of Engineers.—Friday, May 31st. At 89, Victoria Street, 
S. W. At 7.30 p.m. Sovial evening. 
Friday, May 28th. At 7.80 p.m. Lecturette on “Two Years as an 
Engineer ik the Grand Fleet,“ by Mr. A. Arnold. | 
iety of Arts.—Friday, May 98th. At John Street, Adelphi, W. C. 
p.m. Paper on Lignite," by Prof. W. A. Bone, F.R.8. : 


Electrical Power Engineers’ Association (Southern Division, London 
Industrial Section).— Friday, May 28th. At Anderton’s Hotel, Fleet 
Street. At 7.80 p.m. Open meeting. 
ysical Society of London. — Friday, May 28th. At the Imperial 
College of Science, South Kensington. At5p.m. Disscussion on X-Ray 
Spectra, to be opened by the President, Sir W. H. Bragg, F. R. S. 


NOTES. 


British Oll.—In reply to a question in the House of 
Commons, Mr. Kellaway stated, on May 11th, that of the 11 wells 
which had been drilled, one had been abandoned owing to the 
difficulty of eliminating large quantities of water encountered. 
Traces of oil had been found in five wells, and one well at Hard- 
stoft, Derbyshire, had a natural flow of 50 barrels per week. An 
experiment had shown that it would be possible to increase the 
yield to 250 barrels per week. The total oil produced to date was 
about 2,800 barrels, or 100,000 gallons. The oil was being stored 
pending a decision concerning oil rights in this country. Drilling 
was proceeding in nine other wells. 

Mr. Bonar Law, in Parliament on May 13th, stated that the 
Government had reached a decision regarding the ownership of 
royalties on oil deposits in Great Britain. A Bill had been drafted, 
and was receiving the consideration of the Government. 


ladustria! League and Council — The half-yearly 
dinner is to be held in the Wharnoliffe Room, Hotel Great Central, 
Marylebone Station, N.W., on Wednesday, May 26th, at 7 p.m. 
Mr. H. E. Blain, C.B.E., willtake the chair, and the speakers will 
be Sir Allan M. Smith, K.B.E., M.P., and Mr. W. H. Hutchinson 
(A S. E. Executive). | 

Iaquiries.— Addresses of makers of the Stuart centrifugal 
pump, and Kitching’s Crownall shade carrier and light diffusing 
globe, are asked for. . 
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Mr. F. Ayton and the Electric Vehicle Manufacturers.— 
On Monday last, at the Restaurant Frascati, the electric 
vehicle manufacturers gave & dmner in honour of Mr. Frank 
Ayton, M. I. E. E., chairman and hon. secretary of the Electric 
Vehicle Committee of Great Britain and Ireland, and chief 
engineer and manager of the Electricity Supply and Tram- 
ways Department of the Corporation of Ipswich. Mr. W. H. 
L. Watson, of Edison Accumulators, Ltd., presided over a 
gathering of some 60 members of the electric vehicle industry, 
representing manufacturers of vehicles, batteries, switchgear, 
and other components. After the toast. of The King had 
been honoured, the Chairman proposed the health of Mr. 
Ayton, recalling the early days when things used to look very 
black in the electric vehicle industry ; at tnat time Mr. Ayton 
joined hands with him, and was responsible for the formation 
of the Electric Vehicle Committee of the I.M.E.A. Since 
then Mr. Ayton had never relaxed his eflorts, in spite of his 
many onerous duties. Presenting him with a draft for 250 
guineas and a silver rose bowl, the Chairman expressed the 
hope that they would continue to have his assistance in the 
future. The toast was drunk with musical honours, and Mr. 
Ayton, in responding, said he could find no words adequately 
to thank them for their splendid appreciation of his work, 
which would have been of no avail had he not had the whole- 
hearted support of the committee. He paid a special tribute 
to thé work of Mr. R. A. Chattock, the first chairman of the 
committee. They were on the threshold of a very big 
development in the use of the electric vehicle not only of the 
commercial but also of the pleasure type. 

Major WHITTINGTON, proposing ‘‘ The Electric Vehicle Com- 
mittee," said he had had experience with horse, petrol, and 
electric vehicles; the horse drivers, by the adoption of the 
8-hour system, had reduced the mileage of a horsed van to 
20 or 25 miles a day, there was a prospect of great scarcity 
of petrol, and the electric vehicle therefore had a great future 
at hand. Mr. SHRAPNELL SMITH responded, pointing out that 
the electric vehicle had had to make headway here as a new- 
comer, whereas in the United States it was in extended use 
before the petrol truck was developed. 

Mr. A. S. Маүѕ-Ѕмітн (of Motor Manufacturers & Traders, 
Ltd.) proposed The. Electric Motor Industry, and Mr. E. C. 
RANSOME (of Messrs. Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies, Ltd.) re- 
sponded, referring to the high esteem in which Mr. Ayton was 
held in Ipswich. Mr. E. W. Curtis also replied with a 
humorous speech. Mr. V. W. Bone proposed The Chair- 
man, suggesting that the gathering should become an annual 
event, and Mr. WATSON, in responding, said that an Electric 
Vehicle Manufacturers’ Association was in course of organi- 
&ation to co-operate with the Electric Vehicle Committee. 
Mr. KEMP, proposing '' The Visitors," said that in and around 
Birmingham there were electric vehicles worth £250,000 in 
use. Charging facilities were the greatest need of the time. 
Мг. W. E. WarRILOW responded, referring to the hard times 
in the past and the brillant prospects for the future of the 
electric vehicle. At a later stage Mr. AYTON stated that in the 
past municipalities had met with great difficulties in getting 
sanction to loans for providing garages and charging facili- 
ties; those troubles were now at an end. Applying to the 

Electricity Commissioners for such powers for Ipswich Cor- 
` poration, he was assured that the Commissioners were anxious 
to encourage the use of the electric vehicle, and such appli- 
cations would receive favourable consideration. 

An excellent concert was provided, Mr. S. G. Trehearne 
being the musical director; amongst the performers were 
Messrs. Deverill, A. J. Makower, and Kemp, and a novel 
feature was introduced in the form of two charming dances in 
costume performed by Miss Mildred Challenger and Miss 
Thelma Trehearne, which were highly appreciated by the 
spectators. | АЕ. 


Charges for Electricity Supply and Wages of Employes. 
The following resolution was passed at the last meeting of the 
Home Counties Industrial Council :— 

Resolved: That the Minister of Transport be asked to 
receive a deputation from the Home Counties Industrial 
Council for the Electricity Supply Industry with a view to 
pressing that the statutory charges authorised for electricity 
supply undertakings be increased where necessary to such 
degree as to enable thein to pay such wages as agreed upon 
by the Industrial Councils as proper and reasonable for the 
electricity supply industry, and that the Minister of Trans- 
port embody an instruction tbat such increase shall be devoted 
primarily to such purposes and that such increases should be 
given only to such undertakings carrying out the recommen- 
dations of the Industrial Councils. 

The deputation, fully representative of both the employers 
and Trade Unions, were received by the Electricity Commis- 
eioners, Sir John Snell, Sir Harry Haworth, and Mr. Harry 
Booth, on Wednesday. 

Alderman Wilkinson, of Luton, explained the position gener- 
aly. He said that the Industrial Councils were charged 
with the care of all matters concerning the relation of em- 
plovers and employés, and that nothing could be more per- 
tinent in this connection than the request in the resolution, 
namely, that the Minister of Transport should afford relief 
where necessary to undertakings, so that they should be in a 
position to pay wages as recommended by the Industrial 
Council. Many claimed that they could not do this-at pre- 
sent, and for these he asked that an increase in their maxi- 
mum prices should be accorded. But he epecially emphasised 


that each such increase should have a proviso that it was con- 
ditional upon wages being paid as recommended by tbe In- 
dustrial Council. | 

Мг. G. W. Spencer-Hawes supported the саве by a detailed 
statement on the financia] position of the undertakings in 
question. | mE 

Mr. J. Meakins, of the Enginemen's Union, explained the 
position of the.Trade Union, followed by Mr. Morton and Mr. 
W. T. Webb, of the Electrical Trades Union, who emphasi 
the fact that the Union most strongly urged that the wages 
question ehould be tied up with any increases granted, as that 
was the only ground on which the Unions supported the de- 
putation. It was suggested that in future whenever applica- 
tions from undertakings were made to the Minister of Trans- 
port for increase of charges, the Ministry should notify each 
case to the Industrial Council concerned and if necessary give 
it power to attend to oppose. 

Sir John Snell, after dealing with the legal difficulties in- 
volved, expressed himself as appreciating the points at issue. 
and said that the matter would receive the immediate and 
most careful attention of the Electricity Commissioners. 


Appointments Vacant.— Shift engineer (£223), for the 
Farnworth Urban District Council Electricity Department; works 
superintendent (£260 to £300), for the Aylesbury Urban District 
Council Electricity Works; cable jointer, for the Barrow-in- 
Furness Corporation Electricity Department; temporary draughts- 
man (£350), for University College, London; meter tester (868., 
rising to £5), for the Hull Corporation Electricity Depart- 
ment; working assistant engineer (£200). for the Hants County 
Asylum; mains engineer (Rs. 540 per month), for the Calcutta 
Electric Supply Corporation ; sub-station attendant (77s. 9d.), for 
the Stalybridge, Hyde, &c., Electricity Board; shift engineer 
(£229), for the City of York Electricity Department ; electrical 
fureman (Rs. 360 per month), in the Locomotive Carriage and 
Wagon Department, of the South Indian Railway Company. See 
our advertisement pages to-day. 


L.C.C. Appointments.—The Highways Committee of the 
L.C.C. proposes to invite applications by public advertisement for 
the three undermentioned vacancies, it being provided that 
members of the Council’s staff will not be precluded fro 
applying :— ü 

(i) Electrical branch. Techanical assistant, Grade I.—Salary, based on pre- 
war conditions, £300 to £400 a year. Total remuneration, including present 
temporary additions, £480 to £600 a year. | 

(ii) Electrical branch. Technical assistants, Grade II.—Salary, based оп 
pre-war conditions, £370 to £300 a vear. Total remuneration, including 
present temporary additions, £420 to £180 a year. 

(iii) Permanent way branch. Technical assistant, Grade III.—Salary, based 
on pre-war conditions, £200 to £250 a year, Total remuneration, including 
present temporary additions, £820 to £885 a vear. 


Italian Agricultural Machinery Exhibition.—U nder the 
auspices of the Ministero per l'Agricoltura and various societies, 
including the Unione Esercenti Imprese Elettriche, there is to be 
held at Rome in August and September, an International Exhibition 
of Agricultural Machinery. Complementary applications of elec- 
tricity in subsidiary agricultural operations will also de 
represented. ; ' 


The Lyto Dry Cell.—Messrs. T. E. Slaughter & Со. 
ask us to say that their correct address is 172, Church Road, 
Mitcham, London, S. W. | | 


Service Notes.— Orders have been issued by the Admiralty 
to the effect that the greatest possible economy is to be exercised by 
the ships which take electrical power and lighting from Dockyard 
mains. bie 

Commissioned Electrician F. B. Etherington has been appointed 
to H.M S. Centurion. from the 6th inst.; Warrant Electrician A. E. 
Griffin, to H.M.S. Vernon, for the Mining School, from the 6th 
inst.; Warrant Electrician R. Brimacombe, to H.M 8. SandAwrst ; 
Captain G. F. Bone, Devon Fortress Engineers (Electric Lighta), 
who recently ceased to do duty with the Machine Gun Corps. has 
been restored to the establishment of his regiment. with which he 
has served since 1915; Lieutenant N. W. L. Stafford, Lancashire 
Fortress Engineers, has been restored to the establishment of his 
regiment on ceasing to be employed on the staff. 


Educational.— UNIVERSITY oF Lonpon.—A course of 
four Advanced Lectures on High-Frequency Alternators for Radio- 
Telegraphy, by M. Marius Latour, will be given at the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, Great George Street, S.W., on May 26th and 
following days, commencing at 5.30 p.m. Admission is free to the 
lectures. For further particulars see our advertisement pages to-day , 


The Kinema in School.—Ealing is considering the 
extension of its school kinema enterprise by the purchase of film- 
making apparatus. 


Fatalities —An inquest was held at South Shields last 
week upon the body of Robert Henderson (37), an electric crane 
driver, who was killed while following his employment at the 
shipbuilding yard of Messrs. John Redhead & Sons. Henderson, it 
was stated, was cleaning the electric crane in the engine works. 
and had been warned by the foreman and another man that the 
current wason. He was engaged on the upper part of the crane 
when he was heard to give a loud groan and seen to fall off the 
crane. He struck some ehafting and fell upon some boxes 25 ft. 
below. When he was picked up, life was extinct. The foreman 
of the jury expressed the opinion that deceased, instead of going 
towards the permanent ladder, had been taking. a short-out under 
the live wires to another ladder which was standing against the 
crane.—A verdict that death was the result of an eleotrio shock 
and fracture of the skull was returned, 


* 


L» ; ——.méäẽ˙; ene SR I I EEG I E E EEE E aE DER TEES ae ET аала ————— EY 


Vol. 86. No. 9,917, May 21, 1920.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


661 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers.—WrsTBRN CENTRE.—At 

pea on April 12th, Prof. F. Bacon lectured before this Centre 

" Thermionio Valves.” The lecture waa followed by a discussion, 

iid various types of valves and valve apparatus were exhibited. 

The lecture was illustrated by lantern slides, and a number of 
ex perimental demonstrations were made by the lecturer. 

Recapitulating the main points of the lecture, there was, said 
the lecturer, first, & broad division between two-electrode valves, 
or thermionic rectifiers, and three-electrode valves, in which a grid, 
spiral, or other form of control electrode was interposed 
between the filament and the plate. Then there was а funda- 
mental physical difference between the present-day hard valve, in 
which the vacuum was so high that the pure electronic discharge 
from the incandescent filament was not perceptibly interfered with 
' by the molecules of the residual gas, in contradistinction to the 
‘soft `“ or gas valve, in which the molecules of the residual gas 
played an essential part by supplying positive ions, which carried 
the bulk of the. current and largely neutralised the space-charge 
effect. Considering a mechanical analogy, hard valves were like 
hydraulic valves of small size closed by a stiff spring; soft or 
gas valves were like pneumatio valves of large area and closed by a 
very weak spring. Next, one could draw distinctions between the 
material nature of the cathode and the method employed for 
causing it to emit electrons. By calling a valve ‘ ' thermionic,” 
they limited themselves to the employment of cathodes in which 
thermal agitation was used for provoking the emission of electrons. 
In a broad review of the subject, however, it seemed legitimate 
and desirable to include mercury rectifiers and Pointolites as special 
forms of soft thermionic valves, in which the hot spot on the 
cathode was maintained by bombardment of positive ions 
assisted by high current density. The standard form of cathode 
for the ordinary thermionic valve was a filament of tungsten 
heated by a separate source of low-tension supply, which 
might be either D.c. or А.О. For valves employed in reception 
circuits, which included telephones, every precaution had to 
be taken to avoid coupling to sources of supply containing ripples 
of audible frequency. For instance, the telephones would scream 
if filament heating or plate voltage was obtained from ordinary 
supply mains, Та such cases it was imperative that only batteries 
of primary or secondary cells be used. In other cases. however, it 
was quite satisfactory, and generally preferable, to heat the filaments 
with low-tension A.C. obtained from the secondary of a special 
heating transformer. The only alternative to the tungsten filament 
that had been used to any extent in thermionic valves was the 
Wehnelt cathode. consisting of a filament of platinum coated with 
lime or other oxides. Such filaments had high efficiency in that 
they emitted a great number of electrons per watt expended in 
heating; but they rapidly disintegrated, and were not suitable for 
the modern hard valve, Perhaps the very rapidity and com- 
pleteness with which the three-electrode valve had fulfilled every 
requirement and surpassed every expectation of the wireless 
engineer had tended to distract attention from the useful possi- 
bilities of the two-electrode valve, both of the hard and soft 
varieties, to the electrical power engineer. In this conneotion, the 
lecturer had attempted to draw attention to certain modest. yet 
useful functions which it could already discharge. The mercury 
rectifier already bade fair to oust the rotary converter, and the 
practical difficulties which stood in.the way of building thermionic 
valves in steel containing vessels, suitable for heavy currents, were 
to a great extent the same as those which had just been sur- 
mounted in the case of the mercury rectifier. It would be rash to 
pooh-pooh the idea that they might be on the eve o* great things 
due to the introduction of some improved, enlarged, and robust 
type of thermionic valve into the main distribution schemes of 
heavy eleotrical engineering., 

It wil be remembered that а amall deputation of members of 
the Institution, representative of the various branches of the 
industry, visited Holland in September, 1919, at the invitation of 
the Dutch Association of Electricity Works’ Managers. Arrange- 
ments are being made for a return visit of Dutch engineers to this 
country in July next. It is hoped that the visitors will also take 
part in the summer meeting 9r the Institution at its Western 
Centre, 


Association of 1 Mining Electrical Engineers, — Developments in 
the application óf electrical machinery in mines were foreshadowed 
іп а paper read before the Yorkshire branch of tke Association at 
Wakefield on April 16th, by Mr. J. R. HAIGH, engineer at the 
Lofthouse Colliery, who said that the first requisite was to pass an 
electrical wave of enthusiasm through the management, and 
remove the bias from the minds of the majority of engineers at 
most collieries, It could be proved that by the application of eleo- 
tricity, 2200 per week had been saved in the boiler fuel consump- 
tion alone. The whole training of a colliery engineer needed drastic 
revision ; it was the worst policy to install valuable plant and then 
advertise for the cheapest man to look after it. The first step 
towards reducing the cost of working on the surface was to remove 
that most prolific source of waste—the steam exhausted into the 
atmosphere. This exhaust from the winding engines could be 
made to generate aufficient electricity to drive the whole of the 
auxiliary plant and leave a surplus for further extension. Scrap- 
ping the old wasteful steam winding engines was too drastie a 
policy, but by removing the old cylinders and replacing them with 
Corliss valve gear, a few more tons per shift could be wound. From 
20 to 25 per cent. could be easily saved by housing the boilers and 
lagging the steam ranges, instead of leaving them exposed to the 
elements, By the introduction of stokers designed to burn 


unsaleable coal, 200 to 250 tons pef week could be burnt upon che 
grates of Lancashire boilers. Every steam engine on the surface, 
and all steam pumps in the shaft, should be superseded by electric 
motors. With regard to new collieries, the author advocated still: 
more complete electrification. Electric winders would be employed ; 
there was a limit to the depth from which coal could be wound by 
steam plant, whereas by electric winders it would be possible to 
win coal from depths not yet dreamt of. In the future when the 
seams near the surface had been worked out, seams of thicker 
sections than those at present worked would be found, and the only 
means to win these seamé would be by the electrical energy raising 
the coal from the lower levels to those already worked out, by a 
succession of winding gears, the tubs being electrically transferred 
from one cage to the other. The system of ventilation could be 
carried on in the same way. Electric winders gave smoother 
acceleration, and the ropes lasted longer ; they gave easier methods 
to secure safe working and freedom from over-winding, and auto- 
matic arrangements were easier to adopt. Decking arrangements 
could also be made more cheaply by electrical appliances. The 
screening plant should also be electrically-driven, wagons under the 
screens propelled by electric capstans, and any other haulage should 
be by electric locomotives in preference to the expensive steain 1000- 
motives. The rest of the surface plant should be eleetrically- 
driven, and the provision of an electric welding shop, Mr. Haigh 
showed, would effect great economies in the production of tuba, as 
one man could weld the plates together and make a good strong 
tub in three hours; repairs to the various plant could also be 
effected more economically and expeditiously by electric welding. 
No animal should be allowed underground in the colliery of the 
future; the whole of the haulage should be accomplished by 
electric battery locomotives getting right up to the ooal face. 
Finally, Mr. Haigh urged the need of a school at each mine where 
all the workers could see scientific experiments carried out and 
hear lectures, so that they might intelligently understand the 
mechanism whioh they were called upon to manipulate, Nothing 
hindered production like ignorance ; the miner should be educated 
to understand the possibilities of the mysterious power which had 
come to his assistance, and to treat it in a manner which could 
only lead to the end in view—increased production. 

At & meeting of the Association &t Leeds, on May 8th, the 
following officers were elected for the year 1920-21 :—President, 
Mr. J. W. Harbottle (Fryston) ; vice presidents, Mr. J. W. Mitchell 
(Barnsley) and Mr. J. T. Lee (Featherstone); hon. secretary and 
treasurer, Mr. W. Winter (Castleford); auditor, Mr. H. Green ; 
council, Messrs. R. Holiday (Ackton Hall), A. R. Clayton (Dews- 
bury), F. Mawson (Wakefield), Major F. Mellor (Leeds), Mr. J. Н. 
Haigh (Lofthouse), Mr. E. A. Moorhouse (Nostell) ‘and Mr. T. 
Crossley (Barnsley). 

Royal Instltution.—On Saturday, May 29th, Prof. J. H. Jeapa 
commences a course of two lectures on “ Recent Revolutions in 
Physical Science.” (1) The Theory of Relativity"; (2) " The 
Theory of Quanta.” The Friday evening discourse on May 28th, 
will be delivered by Prof. Sir W. Н. Bragg on "' Crystal Structure,” 
and on June 4th by Sir Ronald Ross on Science and Poetry. 


Wireless Society of London.—At a meeting of the Society held 
on April 30th, a paper was read on an automatic call devioe by 
Major Basil Binyon, O.B.E. By means of an aerial which had 
bean erected, Major Binyon was able to give a practical working 
demonstration of the mechanism. Pre-arranged messages were 
received from his wireless station at Slough, and the selector. 
mechanism proved beyond doubt that it would respond only to 
signals which it was set to receive. By the use of this apparatus 
it is, therefore, possible to make use of only one operator on board 
ship, so that during the less busy hours of the day the antomatic 
call device may be left to take incoming signals, and on the receipt 
of a message giving the call signal of the ship in which it is 
installed, or the distress signal 8.0.S., a relay is put in action, a 
bell rung; and the operator called to his instruments. 

Twenty new members and associate тешз were elected, 
including the Society’s first lady member. 


The Institute of Metals. —I'he annual ан meeting will be 
held at Barrow-in Furness, on September 16th and 16th next. 
Particulars can be obtained from the Secretary, Mr. G. shaw Scott, 
M.Sc., 36, Victoria Street, 8.W.1. The annual May Le>ture will 
be delivered by Prof. C. A. F. Benedicks, Ph.D., at 8 p.m., on 
June 10th, at the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Storey’ 8 
Gate, Westminster, the subject being Recent Progress in Thermo- 
Electricity." Prior to the lecture a ballot for the election of 
members and students will take place. Persons so elected will be 
entitled to be present both at the lecture and at the Barrow 
meeting, whilst their first annual subscription will cover the 
extended period ending June 30th, 1921, Membership forms can 
be obtained from the above address. i 

Edinbargk Electrical Society.—At the annual meeting held on 
May 12th, Mr. T. S. Munnoch, chairman, referred to the ехоеПем 
progress made by the society during the first year of its existence. 
The treasurer submitted & gratifying account of the financial con- . 
dition of the society, which, without calling on the support of 
patrons, was more than paying its way. Prizes were presented to 
three apprentice members for papers which they had submitted for 
competition, and president and secretary were thanked for their 
good services during the year. 

The office bearers for next session were elected as follows :— 
Chairman, Mr. Donald Macintosh ; vice-chairman, Mr. D. 8. Munro ; . 
committee, Mesars. Law, MoLean, Stark, and Bee ; hon. secretary and: 
treasurer, Mr. W. S. Johnson, 11, Comely Bank Street, Edinburgh. 

It was decided to open next session with a social function, to be 
held during September, and the secretary is now open to receive, 
papers to be inoluded in the new syllabus. . | 
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North-East Coast Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders.— 
At Newcastle-on-Tyne, on April 30th, Mr. J. 8. Watson read a 
paper on “A Modern Power Station and Its Development,” and 
discussed the subject by tracing the development which had taken 
place in connection with the generating plant installed by the 
Newoastle-on-Tyne Electric Supply Co., Ltd. The historical aspect 
of the subject was dealt with by dividing the period of 29 years 
into four stages. Before dealing with the various stages in detail, 
Mr. Wateon mentioned the important fact that plant in the 
various stages was superseded aud scrapped, not because it was 
worn out, but because in the march of scienoe, other plant so much 
more efficient had been developed that it no longer paid to run the 
old plant. 
station, the utilisation of waste heat in connection with the 
working of coke ovens and blast furnaces received the special 
attention of the company, and the third, or waste-heat, stage of 
development was entered. The location of the waste-heat stations 
was decided by the position of the coke-oven and blast-furnace plant 
from which the waste power could be obtained. The turbines 
consisted of either high-pressure, or exhaust steam, plant 
depending on the class of power available. The object in view 


being to utilise to the full the waste power available at the lowest 


possible labour oost,no spere plant was provided, and the station 
ran at the maximum capacity possible, any variation being met by 
larger coal-fired stations. The waste - power stations ran con- 
tinuously, except for the period of overhaul necessary from time to 
time. Continued demands necessitated the provision of further 
plant with the result that the fourth stage was arrived at. It 
was then decided to erect another station now known as Carville 
"B," having a capacity of 50.000 kw. As this was the last station 
to be brought into commission, and as it showed a further marked 
improvement in economy, the author gave a more detailed descrip- 
tion of the plant. 

It was claimed that the station described was the moat efficient, 
not only in this country, but probably in the world. The returns 
issued by the Coal Mines Department of the Board of Trade showed 
that on the North-East Coast where coal was relatively abundant, 
and of a low price, the most economical generating plant was in 
operation. The author emphasised the fact that the characteristic 
changes which had taken place in all atages had been :—The 
increase in boiler pressure, increase in steam pressure, the higher 
speed of plant (consistent with the periodicity of the system), the 
larger individual size of the generating units, and the more com- 
plete utilisation of labour-saving appliances. The pri cipal 
features referred to were summarised as under :—Total capacity of 
the system was 186,450 kw., which was contained in 18 stations, of 
which four operated by means of ooal firing ; three by coal firing 
and coke-oven gas; three by waste heat from coke ovens ; and eight 
by exhaust steam from blowing engines, &c. The capacity of 
individual stations had increased from 2,400 to 60,000 Kw., and the 
average capacity of boilers from 6,000 to 45,0001b. Boiler pressure 
had risen from 120 to 270 lb., and the steam temperature from 
350 to 675° F. Average capacity of machines increased from 
267 to 10,000 KW., and the epeed from 85 to 2,400 R.P.M. The 
steam consumption had decreased from 28`5 lb. to 10 Ib. per KW.- 
hour. The Kw. capacity per sq. ft. of area occupied had increased 
from 0°3 to 15 Kw., and the Kw. capacity per man engaged in 
operation from 141 to 633 Kw. A discussion followed the reading 
of the paper, and Mr. Watson, in replying, said average cost of 
coal to the company had gone up by over 200 per cent., wages and 
other items had gone up by 145 per cent., but the average receipts, 
as & result of the extra costs incurred, had only inoreased by 54 per 
cent. He strongly advocated the development of waste-heat 
supplies. 


. South-Eastern Union of Scientific Socletles.— The twenty-fifth 
annual Congress will be held at the Town Hall. Eastbourne, on 
June 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th. The proceedings mainly relate to 
biological and geological subjects, and include several visita to 
places of interest. The hon. general secretary is Mr. Н. Norman 
Gray, 334, Commercial Road, London, E. 1. 


Physical Society of London.— At the meeting held on April 23rd, 
1920, the fourth Guthrie Lecture was delivered by M. Charles 
Edouard Guillaume, who lectured on The Anomaly of the Nickel 
Iron Alloys: Its Causes snd its Applications.’ He showed and 
explained curves showing the variation of magnetic properties, and 
of the coefficients in the expansion equation for alloys, and showed 
from the curves how it was possible to obtain alloys with any 
desired coefficient. The chief weakness of the alloys, from the 
point of view of the metrologist, was instability. With increasing 
carbon content the instability very rapidly increased. The curve 
connecting the instability and the carbon content passed through 
zero, showing that the instability was due tothe carbon. It was. 
therefore, possible to get an invar of perfect stability. Among 
the applications to which invar had been put, the speaker instanced 
pendulum roda, leading-in wires for electric lamps (an alloy being 
chosen from the curves, so as to have the required coefficient of 
expansion, wire standards for base measurements in surveying, &c. 
Another important application of those alloys was in chronometer 
construction. The temperature coefficient of the rate of a watch waa 
due to variation of the elasticity of the hair-spring. It was possible 
to compensate the elasticity variation over the whole range. Sir 
R. T. Glazebrook, in proposing a vote of thanks to the lecturer, said 
that it was largely to the work of M. Guillaume in the early days 
of the Bureau at Sevres that they owed their knowledge of mer- 
curia] thermometry. The lecturer had illustrated the important 
connection between science and industry, and how, if that connec- 
tion were to be strong and productive of the best results, it was 
necessary that scientific investigations should be carried out to 
their fullest extent. They had seen how, in the first place, the 


During the gradual development of Carville “A”: 


various physical properties of these steels had been examsined, and 
how the resulta so obtained had subsequently been of the highest 
value in solving probleme of great practical importanes. 
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At an investiture held in Newcastle by Prince Henry on 
7th inst., Capt. L. E. Moup, of Messrs. A. Reyrolle & Co., 
Ltd., Hebburn- on Tyne, was decorated with the O. B. E. (Mili- 
tary Division) for services in France. 

On May 7th the staff engineers of the Vork Corporation 
electricity department held their first annual dinner at the 
New White Swan Hotel. In the unavoidable absence of the 
chief engineer, Mr. E. J. NicHoLs took the chair. After 
dinner a musical programme was given by Messrs. J. P. 
Wood, T. Gowland, E. J. Nichols. and other members of the 
staff. The chairman. on behalf of the staff, presented a suit 
case to Mr. E. М. Pearson, maine superintendent, who is 
about to take up a similar post at Stepney. 

Mr. А. B. MvrnHEAD, who has been identified with the 
business of D. Selby Bigge & Co., consulting engineers, of 
53, Bothwell Street, Glasgow, for 90 years, has become a 
partner in the firm. which will continue under the same title. 

Mr. E. MonaaN, Assoc. M.Inst.C.E.. A. M. I. E. E., who for the 
past ten years has served with the Yorkshire Electric Power 
Co. (latterly as operation engineer), has been appointed tech- 
nical and engineering assistant to the chief engineer and 
general manager of the Wolverhampton Corporation electricity 
undertaking. 

The salary of Mr. T. B. Mosetey, chief clerk of the Brad- 
ford Corporation шин department, has been increased 
from £400 to £425 

Wevmouth T.C. has appointed Mr. G. NICHOLSON, assistant 
electrical engineer, as borough electrical engineer, at a salary 
of £500 a year, with free residence, the question of ealary 
to he reconsidered at the end of six months. 

Mr. H. ENGLAND, the convener of the Yorkshire and Dis- 
trict Tramway Managers’ Association, з, was recently 
presented bv the members with a silver rose bowl in recogni- 
Hon d services rendered to the Association since its formation 
in 

Faversham T. C. has increased the salary of the electrical 
engineer (Mr. G. SOMMERVILLE) to £430 a vear, plus £20 for 
special services rendered at the sewage works. 

Whitehaven T.O. has increased the salarv of the borough 
electrical engineer (Mr. HocanTH) from £450 to E500. 

It is proposed to increase the salaries of, the Acerington 
Corporation electrical engineer and tramways manager re- 
spectively from £500 to £650 as from Avril Ist last, with an 
additional increase of £50 each from April Ist, 1921. 

The Times states that General Sir Arthur Willianr Currie. 
G.C.M.G., K. C. B., who formerly commanded the- Canadian 
Corps in France. has been appointed Principal of McGill 
University. Montreal, in succession to the Rt. Hon. Sir Auck- 
land Geddes. 

Mr. E. S. Bannarrr, who has been manager of Mesars. 
Pinchin, Johnson & Co.'s insulating varnish department for 
the last 18 years, has been appointed a director of the com- 
pany. 

The Times states that Dr. Drutscn, head of the A. E. G. 
arrived in Paris on Tuesday to take part in the forthcoming 
economic negotiations between German and French business 
men. 

The Highwavs Committee of the L.C.C. recommends the 
following appointments in connection with the reorganisation 
of the Council's tramways department: Mr. J. R. Мама, to 
he principal technical assistant in the permanent way branch 
(as from August Ist, 1921); Mr. F. H. Wigner, senior technical 
assistant in the electrical branch; Messrs. A. Leach, F. 


. Cook, J. J. Harding. and C. W. Fourniss. technical assistants, 


Grade II. in the rolling stock branch; Mr. E. Н. Beal, tech- 
nical assistant, Grade II. in the permanent way branch: 
Messrs. W. Press, C. E. Wheeler, and A. Pearce. technical 
assistants, Grade III. in the electrical branch; Mr. H. S. 
Sellar. motor school superintendent: Mr. A. F. Bentall, rolling 
stock inspector; and Mr. J. R. Walker, assistant power station 
engineer, to be inspecting engineer in the electrical branch. 
Mr. C. C. Varner has been appointed supplies manager of 
Messrs. Siemens Brothers & Co., Ltd. (Sheffield branch), B. 
Filey Street. Sheffield. He bas been employed with the 
firm since 1910. originally in the fittings department, and 
since demobilisation in the estimating department of the lam p 
and supplies department, Upper Thames Street, London. E. 
He served with the forces all through the war. and his military 
record waa particularly good. In 1914 he was a sapper in 
the London Electrical Encineera, after which he waa gazetted 
second lieutenant in the King’s Own Royal Lancashire Resi- 
ment. Later he became captain in charge of Divisional Artil- 
lerv Sienala, and was eventually temporarily in command of 
the 66th Division Signal Comnanv of the Roval Encineers 
from Julv. 1915, to Tune, 1919. While in this position he 
was awarded the M.C. for meritorious service at Landrecies. 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED, 


Dunblane and District Electricity Supply Co., Ltd. 
(11,193).—Private company. Registered in Edinburgh May th. Capital, 
£500 in #1 shares. Го carry on the business indicated by the title. The 
first directors are: H. J. Osborn, Wynthorpe, Baxter Road, Sale, Cheshire, 
engineer; W. Sharp, Hillside of Keir, Dunblane, farmer. Registered office: 
213, West George Street, Glasgow. 


Falkesley Electrical and Kinema Supplies, Ltd. (167,214). 
—Private company. Registered May 7th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 sharcs. To 
take over the business of film renters, agents and producers, electrical con- 
tractors, patentees of a curtain controller, cinematograph agents, &c., carried 
on by F. E. Clipstone at Thurland Street, Nottingham. The first directors 
are; F. E. Clipstone, Highbury Avenue, Keyworth, Notts; S. H. Brown, 
J. P., 92, Noel Street. Nottingham: B. Smith, 7, Sussex Street, Nottingham. 
Qualification, £25. Solicitor: A. F. Neane, Burton Street, Nottingham. Re- 
gistered office: 6, Thurland Street, Nottingham. 


New Process Electric Lamp Co., Ltd. (167,263).—Pri- 
vate company. Registered May 8th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares (3,000 pre- 
ference). To take over the business of electric lamp manufacturers and agents 
carried on by S. Coxon and W. A. Williams at Canning Place, Liverpool, 
under a similar title. The first directors are: S. Coxon, 20, Catton Avenue, 
Liverpool, electrical engineer; W. A. Williams, 56, Canterbury Road, 
Wallasey, Cheshire, electrical engineer. Solicitor: Eskrigge, Roby & Carr, 
5, Cook Strect, Liverpool. 


Goodall Electric, Ltd. (167,261) .—Private company. 
Registered May 8th. Capital, 22.000 in £1 shares. To take over the busi- 
ness of electricians carried on by T. J. Stapley, W. J. Mills and T. C. Jones 
at 17a, South Castle Street, Liverpool, as the Standard Electric Co." The 
first directors are: L. Jackson, 47, Saxonia Road, Walton, Liverpool; T. R. 
M. Chetter, 64, County Road, Liverpool. Solicitor : E. B. таа 96. Castle 
Street, Liverpool. Registered office: 64, County Road, Walton, Liverpool. 


Н. A. Bryce, Ltd. (167,372).—Private company. Regis- 
tered May 12th. Capital, £5, in £1 shares. To take over the business of 
an electrical engineer carried on at 69, Middlewood Road, Sheffield, by Her- 
bert A. Bryce. The first directors are: H. A. Bryce, 69, Middlewood Road, 
Hillsbrough, Sheffield, electrical and mechanical engineer; J. Enock, 3, Sear- 
side Road, Sheffield, builder; J. R. Marsh, 1, Swaledale Road, Sheffield, elec- 
trical engineer. Registered office : 69, Middlewood Road, Hillsbrough, Sheffield. 


Lester & Browne (London), Ltd. (167,288).—Private com- 
pany. Registered May 10th. Capital, £5,000 in #1 shares. To carry on the 
business of manufacturers of and dealers in electrical accessories, apparatus 
and appliances, electrical, chemical and general engineers, &c. The first 
directors are: G. W. Lester, 71, Carlton Road, Tufnell Park, N.; G. E. Lea 
Wynne, 58, Hilldrop Crescent, N.7; E. H. Bonney, ll, Sunninghill Road, 
Lewisham, S. E. Solicitor: H. Borradaile, Old Serjeants' Inn Chambers, Е.С. 
Registered office: 44 and 46, Surbiton Road, Kingston. | 


T. E. Slaughter & Co., Ltd. (167,338).—Private companv. 
Registered May llth. Capital, £7,500 in EI shares. To take over the business 
of manufacturers of and dealers in“ Lyto " dry cell and other electric batteries 
carried on by T. E. Slaughter and others at 172, Church Road, Mitcham. 
The first directors are: Mrs. E. A. Dollar, 13, Hyde Park Square, W.; W. Н. 
Edridge. 24, St Mary Abbott's Terrace, W.14; T. E. Slaughter, 5, King's 
Road, Wimbledon, S.W.; E. E. G. Boite, 13, Portland Strect, Cheltenham. 
Solicitors: Edridge, Son & Marten, 4, High Street, Croydon. Registered 
office: 172, Church Road, Mitcham, Surrey. ў 


Taylor & Kay, Ltd. (167,339).—Private company. Re- 
gistered May llth. Capital, £2,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business of 
manufacturers of lamp shades and electrical accessories, clectrical engineers, 
&c. The subscribers (each with one share) are: W. M. Groom, 49, South 
Croxted Road, West Dulwich, S. E., survevor; L. Whecler-Tavlor, 37, Essne- 
dine Road, Maida Vale, W.9; Н. Кау, 29, Colville Terrace, Bayswater, W., 
motor engineer. The first directors are: W. M. Groom, I.. Whacler-Taylor, 
H. Kay, H. E. Rainbow. Secretary: F. P. James. Registered office: 397, 
Edgware Road, W. 


Western Anglo-Swedish Electric Welding Co., Ltd. 
(167 ,396).—Private company. Registered May 12th. Capital, £95,000 in £1 
shares. To carry on the business of electric and other svstems of welding, 
engincering, dealing in plant, machinery, ships, vessels and hardware, с. 
The subscribers (each with one share) are: H. J. Richards, 133, The Exchange, 
Cardiff, consulting engineer; E. H. N. Moxon. 101, Leadenhall Street, E.C., 
shipbroker. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Solicitor: P. J. 
Nicholls, 17. Farringdon Street, E. C. Registered office: 25, Mount Stuart 
Square, Cardia 


John Porter Engineering Co., Ltd. (167,411).— Private 
company. Registered May 13th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To take over 
the business of a general electrical and motor engineer carried on by J. Porter 
at North Shields. The permanent directors are: W. Lilburn, Netherton, 
Heaton Road, Newcastle; J. C. Patterson, 4, Churchill Gardens, Jesmond: J. 
Н. Richardson, 37, Linskill Terrace, North Shields; J. Porter, 117, Chirton. 
West View, North Shields; A. Melrose, 22, Northumberland Square, North 
Shields; R. Saunders, 46, Park Crescent East, North Shields:; R. W. 
Stranghan, 155, Grey Street, North Shields, Solicitor: F. C. Chitt, 34, Grey 
Strcet, Newcastle-on-Tyne. | : 


Т. Ешегу'з Automatic Power Generating Motors, Ltd. 
(167 ,337).—Registered May llth. Capital, £10,000 in 5,000 preference shares of 
£1 each and 100,000 founders’ shares of 1s. each. To take over from T. 
Emery certain inventions and patent rights, and to carry on the business of 
manufacturers of self-starting automatic power generating motors for power 
stations and factories, and for generating light and heat in public buildings. 

* hotels, theatres, kinemas and private buildings, high-speed motors for trains 
and electrically driven agricultural machinery, high-speed turbines for ships 
and battleships (instant reverse motion), motor cars, motor cycles and scooters, 
high-speed light motors for aeroplanes, timepieces, town clocks, watches, 
musical instruments, such as organs, gramophones and mechanical toys, &c. 
The memorandum of association as originally printed contained a clause as 
follows: “In view of the world-wide importance of Mr. Emerv’s inventions, 
the company shall have power to increase its capital to £25.000,000. Upon 
any such increase of capital such new shares shall be issued in the same 
terms, in the same proportions as the original share capital of the company.” 
but this clause has been deleted and the delction initinlled by all the sub- 
a@cribers. Another extraordinary clause appears fi. e., remains in) the articles 
of association, to the effect that Mr. T. Emery “intends to devote not less 
than 50 per cent. of the net proceeds he receives by way of dividends “ to- 
wards relieving the temporary distress that may result from the introduction 
of this invention, and any surplus to anv other more needy and deserving 
cases, or education of the poor." The subscribers (each with one preference 
share) are: Dmitri Tchernine, 25, Windsor Court, Bayswater, W., journalist: 
«V. T. C. Lock. Totteridge," Temple Road, Fpsom. director. of companies: 
Major C. Е. New, O. B. E.. The Limes, Kingston Hill, Surrey: D. Jenkins, 
E3rvntirrion, Aberporth, South Wales, shipowner; T. Emery, 96, Marsham 
Street, S.W., British and foreign patentee; W. W. Coltart, Tower House, 
E psom, surgeon; S. C. Robertson, 14. Disraeli Gardens, Putney, S. W., engl- 
meer drayzhtsman. The first directors are: Dmitri Tchernine, W. T. C. 
Tock and T. Emery, all of whom are permanent. T. Emery is managing and 
ee@chnical director. Remuneration of T. Emery, £5,000 per annum; chairman, 


22, 500 per annum; ordinary directors, 21,000 per annum. The purchase con- 
sideration for the inventions is £5,000, payable wholly in founders’ shares, of 
which the vendor directs 20,000 to be allotted to Mr. Cole Lock and 15,000 
to the International Exchange and Banking Corporation, Ltd. The papers 
were filed by the last-named company. Solicitor: С. В. Lumley, 190, Strand, 
W.C. Registered office: 392, Strand, W.C. 


B. Young & Co. (Birmingham), Ltd. (167, 254).— Private 
company. Registered May 8th. Capital, £3,000 in £1 shares. To carry on 
the business of electrical and mechanical engineers, &c. The subscribers 
(each with one share) are: S. F. Outon, 1,246, Pershore Road, Stirchley, 
Birmingham, engineer; B. Young, Mignon Cottage, Jordan Road, Four Oaks, 
Warwick. B. Young is the first director. Repistered office: 100, Leek Street, 
Birmingham. 

British Electric Lamps, Ltd. (167,205).—Private com- 
pany. Registered May 7th. Capital, £20,000 in £1 shares. To take over (1) 
the business of manufacturers of and dealers in electric lamps carried on by 
E. R. Grote at 173, Hartfield Road, Wimbledon, and (2) the business of manu- 
facturers of and dealers in electric candles, lights and stoves carried on by 
the Lux Candle Co., Ltd. The first directors are: E. R. Grote, Lynwood, 
Church Lane, Merton, Surrey; A. A. Barren, Headlands, Berkhamsted 
(director, Lux Candle Co., Leid.). Holders to be appointed by subscribers. 
Solicitor: E. A. Davidson, 2, Gresham Buildings, Basinghall Street, Е.С, Re- 
gistered office: Spencer Hill Road, Wimbledon, S.W. ) 


LLL 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


J. С. Н. Martin, Ltd.—Equitable mortgage on The Bear 
Yard, dated April 29th, 1920, to secure all moneys due or to become due 
from company to. Barclay's Bank, Ltd. 


Thermo Electric, Ltd.—Sir Arthur F. Whinney, K.B.E., 
of 46, Fredericks Place, Old Jewry, E.C., as Receiver on April 29th, 1920, 
under powers contained in certain debentures. 


Coatbridge and Airdrie Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Charge 
on the company's undertaking and property, present and future, including 
uncalled cupital and the Coatbridge and Airdrie undertakings, benefit or cer- 
tain agreements, contracts, &c., dated December 20th, 1919 (supplemental to 


mortgage dated March Ist, 1904), to secure 47.000. Holders; County of 
London Electric Supply Co., Ld. 
Brompton and Kensington Electricity Supply Co., Ltd. 


(28,913).—Capital, £300,000 in 20,000 preference and 40,000 ordinary shares of 
£3 each. Return dated April Ist, 1929. 5.662 preference and 34,338 ordinary 
shares taken up. £195,000 paid on 5,662 preference and 33,338 ordinary. 
£5,000 considered as paid on 1,000 ordinary. Mortgages and charges, nil. 


British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (79,061). 
—Return dated March 31st, 1920. Capital, £200,000 іп 21 shares (99,990 pre- 
ference and 100,010 ordinary). All shares taken up. £170,000 paid (being £l 
per share оп 50,010 ordinary and 99,990 preference and 8s. per share on 50,000 
ordinary). £30,000 consiicred as paid оп 50,000 shares (being 125. per share). 
Mortgages and charges, £50,000. 


Burgess Hill and District Electrical Supply Co., Ltd.— 
Return dated March 19th, 1920. Capital, 26.000 in EI shares (3,000 ordinary 
and 3,000 preference). All shares taken up. £5,900 paid. £100 considered as 
paid. Mortgages and charges, £1,200. 


City of London Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. Return dated 
April 7th, 1920. Capital, 21, 200,000 іп £10 shares (80,000 ordinary and 40,000 
preference). 70,595 ordinary and 40,000 preference sharcs taken up. £1,105,950 
paid. Mortgages and charges, £800,000. 


County of Durham Electrical Power Distribution Co., Ltd. 
(61,591).—Return dated March 30th, 1920. Capital, £425,000 in £1 shares. 
400,000 shares taken up. £400,000 paid. Mortgages and charges, £250,000. 


Kensington & Knightsbridge Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. 
(26,193).—Capital, £350,000 in 50,000 ordinary, 10,000 1st preference, and 10,000 
2nd preference shares of £5 each. Return dated March 25th, 1920. 21,000 
ordinary, 10,000 Ist preference, and 10,000 2nd preference shares taken up. 
£179,840 paid on 15,968 ordinary, 10,000 Ist preference, and 10,000 2nd prefer- 
ence. £25,160 considered as paid on 5,032 ordinary. Debt duc from. company 
in respect of mortgages and charges at date of return, £115,000; ditto guar- 
anteed jointly by this company and Notting Hill Electric Lighting Co., Ltd.. 
£225,000 Registered since date of return. Issue on April 13th of £25,000 
debenture, part of a -*ries already registered. 


CITY NOTES. 


The gross earnings during 1919 were 

Oriental £194,048, plus 4£11,502 brought forward. 
Telephone and Working expenses, maintenance, &c., ab- 
Electric Co., Ltd. sorbed £70,909; debenture interest and re- 
demption charges have been provided for. 

The dividend on the ordinary shares is 10 per cent., and the 
bonus 2 per cent., both free of tax; £5,000 is put to general 
reserve; £2,000 to staff pension fund; and £11,013 carried 
forward. ‘The operations of the branches and subsidiaries 
have continued to show increased revenues. The great 
obstacle to further expansion has been the difficulty in pro- 
curing supplies of material and their shipment to the East. 
An improvement in this direction is already apparent, with 
the result that it should soon be possible to overtake arrears 
and give facilities to intending subscribers whose names are 
now on the waiting lists. For this purpose several technical 
assistants were sent to the East during 1919. The recon- 
struction of the Singapore exchange building has been com- 
pleted, and the new switchboard equipment is now being 
brought into use. At December 31st, 1919, the company had, 
in all, 8,090 exchange and private lines in operation, a net 
increase of 730. The following dividends have been declared 
by the Indran local companies, viz.: 18 per cent. by the 
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Bombay Telephone Oo., Ltd., as against 16 per cent. for the 
year 1918: and 8 per cent. by the Bengal Telephone Co., Ltd., 
as against 7 per cent. At December 31st, 1919, the Bombay 
Co. had 7,880 exchange and private lines in operation, being 
a net addition of 830 during the year, and the Bengal Co. 
6,846 exchange and private lines, being a net addition of 547. 
The groes revenue of the China and Japan Telephone & Elec- 
tric Co., Ltd., has been increased, but the net result of the 
working ia rather less favourable than that of the previous 
year on account of the high price of material and labour 
and the adverse effect of the continued rise in exchange. At 
December 31st, 1919, the company had 5,575 exchange and 
private lines in operation, a net addition of 804. previous 
rate of dividend, viz., 10 per cent., free of income tax, has 
been maintained. The liquidation of the Telephone Co. of 
Egvpt. Ltd., has not yet been completed. A distribution of 
£29,632 announced by the liquidator on December 94th, 1919, 
and the receipt by this company of that sum on January 1st, 
1920, has enabled a further amount of 2s. 6d. per share to be 
distributed as capital amongst the ordinary shareholders, and 
the capital reserve account has thus been reduced to £173,464 
since the close of 1919. 


. The report of this company for 1919 
General Electric shows that the value of the orders received 
Co. (U. S.A.). was $237.628,932, as compared with 
8234, 134.037 for 1918. For some months 
succeeding the armistice, the volume of business booked was 
much curtailed; but during the last eight months of the year 
orders steadily and rapidly increased, so that the present 
demand for the company's products is greatly in excess of 
the capacity of its factories. At the close of the year the 
amount of orders unfilled was $98,880,000. compared with 
$80,000,000 at the end of 1918. The great increase in orders 
for all classes of apparatus manufactured by the company 
makes it necessary to add substantially to its manufacturing 
capacity. This is bein accomplished partly by enlarging its 
present plants and in part bv purchasing. or leasing with 
option to purchase, factories already constructed which offer 
immediately available facilities, thus enabling the company 
to secure an earlier output than would be possible bv erecting 
and equipping new factories of like canacitv. The total 
factory floor space has been increased from 19,581,000 aq. ft. in 
1918 to 20,681,000 sq. ft. in 1919. 


The company has for several vears been engaged. in its research labora- 
tories and factories, in the development and manufacture of apparatus and 
devices essential to the transmission and reception of wireless communications. 
Its inventions have had a far reaching effect on the entire radio art. The 
Marconi Wireless Telegraph Co. of America is also the owner of valuable 
patents, rights, and licences. and it has seemed wise to the boards of directors 
of both companies that their research and engineering resources should 
hereafter be used in closest co-operation. To this end, and in order to 
secure the benefits of the long and varied electrical manufacturing expereince 
of the General Co. on the one hand, and the operating experience of the 
Marconi Co. on the other, a new company hae been formed, known as the 
Radio Corporation of America, in which both the С.Е. Co. and the Marconi 
Co. have accepted a considerable participation. 

In the report of the company for the year ending December 91st. 1918, 
reference was made to the incorporation of the International General Electric 
Co., Inc., for the purpose of taking over the assets, investments, and activities 
of the company in foreign countries, covering manufacturing, selling, en- 
gineering, utility enterprises, &c. In accordance with that announcement 
the company subscribed for the entire capital stock of the International General 
Electric Co., Inc.. consisting of $10,000.000 of 7 per cent. preferred stock 
at par and $10,000.000 of common stock at 110, paving therefor the sum of 
$21,000,000 cash (part before December 31st, 1919, and the balance in 
January, 1920), and sold to the International General Electric Co., Inc., 
securities and accounts of like value. 

The widespread and diversified interests Involved have prevented the com- 
pletion, at December 31st, 1919, of all of the transfers and therefore this 
report combines, for the sake of convenience, the assets and liabilities of the 
International Co. with those of this company. 
| The report for 1919 of the directors of 
the Allminna Telefon Aktiebolog L. M. 
Ericsson states that the reserve which was 
manifested on the cessation of the war 
continued during a large part of last year, and the demand 
for manufactures only increased in the second half, when 
orders arrived in greater abundance. As a result of the keen 
competition in the world’s markets, it was impossible to keep 
sale prices on the level demanded by the high costs of pro- 
duction in Sweden. The company had orders on hand at the 
beginning of 1920 for 10,000,000 kr., and orders had been 
plentiful since, whilst in the matter of prices the changed 
conditions in the most important foreign labour markets 
eeemed recently to have reduced the difficulties of the Swedish 
export industries to some extent. Work at the Stockholm 
shops proceeded without disputes during the year. the number 
employed there having risen from 1,296 to 1.359 at the end 
of the year; and a total bonus of 1.116.000 kr. was paid to 
the personnel to meet the increased cost of living. The valna 
of the deliveries from the workshops amounted to 15.770.000 
Kr., as compared with 19,750,000 kr. in 1918; 10.840.000 kr.. 
or 68.7 per cent. of the former represented exports, as against 
7.550.000 kr. and 59.2 per cent. in 1918. 

A new subsidiary companv had heen formed in Holland 
which, together with the Dutch colonies, had become one 
of the company’s principal markets in recent vears. The 
largest customers were composed of State and municipal 
authorities. who had set up a strong demand that at least 
some of the telephone material should he manufactured in 
the country, having regard to the increased purchaser which 
were being made. In order to meet this demand the directors 
accepted an offer made hv a competitive undertaking in 
Holland ta take ever the hueiness, and for this purpose я 


The Swedish 
Ericsson Co. 


Dutch company was constituted with the Swedish company 
holding the majority of the share capital. The decision to this 
effect was reached last autumn, but the business was only 
taken over at tha beginning of 1920. The factory could not 
occupy more than 150 workmen, but it would be able advan- 
tageously {о carry out some of the work which formerly 
involved high freight and Customs charges, and good possi- 
bilities existed for its future extension. Coming to consider 
the South American markets, the report mentions that the 
importance of sales there had considerably increased during 
the war, and the directors considered that the markets ought 
to be worked in & more direct and energetic manner than 
could be done through local agente. For this purpose a branch 
was established in the middle of last vear at Buenos Ayres 
with the object partly of carrving on direct sales, and partly 
of undertaking the construction of telephone installations and 
acquiring telephone concessions. During the short time of 
its existence the branch had not been able to show big results, 
but judging from everything South America would become 
a specially good market for the company's manufactures. 
The activity of the branch had hitherto been limited to 
Argentina and Urugnay. but the intention was also to cover 
пе F of South America, particularly Chile and 

razil. | 

After dealing with the subsidiary companies in Petrograd, 


London, Austria, Hungary, Buffalo, U.S.. Paris, and Finland. 


the renort returns the net profits at 3,750,000 kr., as against 
3,740,000 kr. in 1918. The directors recommend a dividend 
at the rate of 5 per cent., this contrasting with 6 per cent. 
in the previous year, when the share capital participating 
was 61,500.000 kr., as compared with 78,250,000 kr. at the 
end of 1919. 


The directors of the Kabelfabrik und 


The Austrian Drahtindustrie A. G., of Vienna, reporting 
Cable Works on the year 1919, state that it was onlv 
and Wire possible partly to utilise the capacity of 


the case in recent 

vears; raw materials were more difficult to 
obtain owing to the separation of the individual States in 
Customs and transport matters, and even some departmenta 
had temporarily to cease working altogether. At the end of 
the year the stocks in Vienna showed an increase as compared 
with the close of 1918, as it had been possible for the companv 
to acquire various materials in connection with the demobili- 
sation, for which payment was made in war loan, which was 
also utilised for the pavment of the war tax. Relatively 
favourable resnlts were obtained hoth by the Zoptau & Stefan 
Mining & Ironworka Co., and the Corinthian Iron & Steel 
Works Co. The authority given a year ago to raise the share 
capital to 10,000,000 kr. by the issue of 9,000 shares of 900 kr. 


Industry Co. the works, as was also 


was exercised in January, 1920, and the result of the irme, 


through which the company's own funds were increased by 
approximately 9,000.000 kr.. would be brought into the ac- 
counts for the new financial vear. After writing off 986.000 kr. 
for depreciation, the net profits are returned at 3,815,000 kr. 
which sum is reduced to 3.606.000 kr. hv a payment made 
to the Pressburg Cable Works Co. under the ioint profit 
equalisation contract between the two companies. The balance 
forward from 1918 brings the tota! amount available for dis- 
posal to 4,005,000 kr., and the dividend is at the rate of 12 
ner cent. or 36 kr. per share, on a share capital of 
8.900.000 kr. | | 


— 


— te — 


Arbroath Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd. — The profits 
for the year amounted to £3,628. plus £484 brought forward. 
The directors recommend a dividend of 7 per cent. on the 
ordinary shares, which carries an increase of 1 per cent. on 
preference shares. The year was a prosperous one for the 
company. A large number of new consumers have been 
connected up within the last few months, and at the present 
time the demand is greater than the present installation can 
supply. It will he necessarv to lay down additional mains 
hefore next winter, and further engine power and other plant 
will also be required soon. The expenditure will necessarily 
he heavy. but the prospects are excellent, and it is proposed 
hy the directors to increase the capital to £100.000. divided 
into 10.000 £1 5 per cent. preference shares, participating up 
to 6 per cent., and 90,000 £1 ordinary shares. | 


Lancashire Dvnamo & Motor Co., Ltd.—Dividend 10 per 
cent. on the ordinary shares, tax free. 

West India & Panama Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Interim divi- 
dends were paid in November last on the first and second 
preference shares at 6s. per share, leaving £10,033, which the 
directors think should be carried forward to the current vear'a 
account. According to the Financial Times the year 1919 waa 
the most disastrous in the company’s history, the primary 
cause being the unprecedentedly long delay of the cable 
steamer, the Henry Holmes, at Trinidad in undergoing her 
third survey. In the first three months of this year the loss 
of traffic is estimated at 218.00. Every effort has been made 
to obtain the services of cable-steamers of other telegraph 
companies, and on three occasions the efforts were successful, 
but for short periods only. Ап opportunity having recently 
offered, it was decided. notwithstanding the expense, to 
charter a cable-steamer for five months, and it is hoped in 
ne time to restore several, if not all, of the most important 
sections 
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Stock Exchange Notices.—Application has been made to 
the Coinnuttee to allow the following to be officially quoted :— 

English Electric Co., Ltd. —1, 451, 509 ordinary shares of 
£1 each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 1,431,509); and 552,528 6 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully paid 
(Nos. 1 to 552,528), and 41, 000, 000 54 per cent. sinking fund 
nrst mortgage debentures. | E 

Submarine Cables ‘Trust.—4,200 coupons of reversion (Nos. 
1 to 4,200). | | | 

The Committee has eei ue dealings in the follow- 
ing under temporary regulation 4 (3) :— 

Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd.—400,000 ordinary 
shares of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 400,000) ; and 400,000 
64 per cent. cumulative preference shares of £l eaeh, fully 
paid (Nos. 1 to 400,000). . 

Greenwood & Batley, Ltd. — 96,000 7 per cent. cumulative 
preference shares of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 96,000); 
. 168,000 ordinary shares of £1 euch, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 
168,000); and 174,195 new ordinary shares of £1. each, fully 
paid (Nos. 180,391 to 354,585). _ . 22 

Para Electric Railways & Lighting Co., Ltd.—5,000 6 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully paid, 
(Nos. 330,001 to 325,000). , | ' 

The сое has ordered the undermentioned to be 
officially quoted: | 

Para Electric Railways & Lighting Co., Ltd.—5,000 6 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully paid 
(Nos. 320,001 to 325,000). | 


West London & Provincial Electric Supply Co., Ltd.— 
Mr. H. Kahn presided at the annual meeting last 
week. He said that the balance at profit апа loss 
of the West London showed .an increase of £1,151 
over that of last year, chiefly due to the fact that 
they received 71 per cent. dividend on their shares in 
the Chiswick Corporation, as against 6 per сец}, last year. 
Out of £4,716 available for distribution, they proposed to pay 


a dividend on the cumulative preference shares of 6 per cent., 


less tax, and the interest in arrear for the years 1914, 1915, 
and 1916 of 41 per cent. per annuin on the funding certificates, 
the balance of £251 being carried forward. He had reason to 
hope that, barring unforeseen circumstances, this time next 
year they would be able to wipe out the remaining arrears 
of interest on the funding certificates. The results both at 
Chiswick and Aberystwyth had shown an improvement. The 
outlook for the year 1920 seemed quite good, in view of the 
results already obtained, but, naturally, with the uncertainty 
of prices both for fuel and labour, it would not be safe to 
be to optimistic. | A" 

Altrincham Electric Supply Co., Ltd.— 2А dividend of 7 
per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares is announced. 


Submersible Motors, Ltd.—Mr. B. T. Rumble presided 
at the annual meeting held at Southall on May 12th. He 
said it was not possible to lay the accounts before the meeting 
us they were being audited. The negotiations with the 
Admiralty as to prices had been completed, and the meet- 
ing would be adjourned until the amount of the company 8 
liability for excess profits was known. In the meantime an 
interim dividend of 5 per cent. for the year ended March, 
1919, was being paid. In the fire of November last they lost 
the whole of the records of the work in progress 1n the shops 
at the time. Until the whole of the amount of the loss on 
all items was known the insurance companies refused to deal 
with any part of the claim. | 

Prospectus.—.1ster Engineering Co. (1913), Ltd.—This 
company is offering for subscription (May. 28th is the closing 
day) 100,000 8 per cent. cumulative participating preference 
shares of £1 each at par. The capital 1з being increased to 
provide funds for the purpose of additions which are now 
being made to the existing works and equipment for the 
execution of the increasing volume of profitable business. 
Over 30,000 Aster engines are already in use, and many af 
them have been at work for 12 to ]5 years; a considerable 
and increasing business is now growing up in the inanufac- 
ture of spare parts and renewals. 


Fellows Magneto Co., Ltd.—The report for 1919 states 
that; after allowing £4,615 for depreciation, &c., there is a 
net profit of £22,644. The 8 per cent. dividend.on the cumu— 
lative participating preferred shares for 1918 has been paid, 
absorbing £9.255. The directors recommend a participating 
dividend at the rate of 14 per cent. per annum, less tax, on 
the preferred shares, making 94 per cent. for 1919, and a 
dividend of 25 per cent., less tax, on the ordinary shares. 
45.772 is to be carried forward, subject to excess profits tax. 


Tramwavs (M. E. T.) Omnibus Co., Ltd. According to 
the Financial Times, the accounts for 1919 show that, after 
providing for the service of the debenture stock and for income 
tax. &., and including 15.000 transferred from reserve, the 
credit balance of £1,055 brought forward is converted into a 
debit of £7,265. 

Rhondda Tramways Co., Ltd.—Dividend 8 per cent.. less 
tax, on the preference shares on account of arrears (from 
1914 onwards): 29.000 to reserve and renewals; £25,694 for 
repairs and maintenance; £1,250 carried forward. 

Loughrea, Co. Galwav, Electric Power & Lighting Co.— 
Dividend at the rate of 5 per cent., free of tax, for the past 
year. 
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Submarine Cables Trust, Ltd.— The report for the year 
ended April 15th, 1920, states that the revenue amounted to 
£20,259 and the expenses to 41,820, leaving a balance of 
424,438. After providing £12,372 to meet payment of the 
coupons, the sum of 412,066 has been transferred to the 
redemption fund; £66 is carried forward. 


Puebla Tramway, Light & Power Co.—A meeting оі 
holders of the first mortgage 35 year 5 per cent. gold bonds 
is called for June 15th, in London, to consider proposed modi- 
fication of their rights. 

Dudley, Stourbridge & District Electric Traction Co., 
Ltd.—Dividend of 4 per cent. on the ordinary shares for 
1919. £1,000 to reserve; £2,000 to renewals; £65 carried 
forward. 

Johnson & Phillips, Ltd.—The financial Press states tha 
the recent issue of 87,500 £1 ordinary shares was largely over- 


. subscribed. 


Е j wt og 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.—Final dividend of ls. per 
share, free of tax, making a total dividend of 10 per cent. 
per annum, free of tax, for 1919. | E 
Oldham, Ashton & Hyde Electric Tramway, Ltd.—Divi- 
dend of 6 per cent. for the year 1919 on the ordinary shares. 
Nairobi Electric Power & Lighting Co., Ltd.—Final divi- 
dend of 2 per cent., making 10 per cent. for 1919. dyes 


STOCKS AND SHÁRES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


THE course of the Stock Exchange markets never runs 
smoothly when politics interfere with it. The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer is accused of not knowing his own mind suffi- 
ciently to make him definite on the point of what taxation 
shall be imposed, and what dropped. Flirtation with the 
question of à War Wealth Levy 1s one of the factors which 
make, at the present time, for hesitation and uncertainty in 
the Stock Exchange markets. Ihe effect of this is felt all 
round. The man of wealth, not knowing where he is to be 
attacked, sells a little stock by way of precaution. The Stock 
Exchange man, fearing that War Wealth taxation will bring a 
lot more securities to market, puts down prices in case this 
шау happen. ‘lhe whole of the House is affected by these 
considerations, while amongst industrials, the outlook. is 
darkened by the new difficulties which seem likely to spring 
up in Labour circles as one result of the rise in coal. 

Electricity Supply shares are heavy by reason of this latter 
cause. Charing Cross, City Lights, Westminster, Kensington 
and County of London ordinary shares are down 3 to 4. The 
preference shares remain unchanged. Amongst manufactur- 
ing issues the same tendency prevails. Electric Constructions 
and Cromptons are both lower. In the cable group, Henley's 
lost 1/16. Elsewhere, Castner Kellner developed flatness on 
selling from the North, and the price dropped to 34. 

Eastern Extensions und Eastern Telegraph ordinary are 
quoted ex dividend, and the former at 15 offer a yleld to 
63 per cent., dividends being paid free of tax. A Bill giving 
the U.S. Secretary of State the right to license all cables land- 
img on American shores has been introduced at Washington. 
Its sponsor claims that American cable communications with 
South America were being hampered by a Brazilian grant of 
exclusive rights to an English company to operate cables in 
its territory. The Stock Exchange market views the matter 
without concern. Oriental Telephones have eased off to 28; 
the dividend is raised from 10 per cent. to 12 per cent., tax 
free, of which 2 per cent. is declared by way of bonus. West 
India and Panama ordinary have fallen to 128. 6d., and both 
classes of preference weakened. The recent report is not 
relished. Marconis went back to 3 before rallying to 34. 
Marconi Marines are flat at,97s. 6d. 

Ürban Electric preference were not immediately affected 
by the passing of the dividend, as mentioned here last week, 
but shares caine to market later on at 22s. 6d., at which price 
they were taken. The ordinary are quoted about бв:, and 
could perhaps be bought for rather less. Edmundson's ordi- 
nary stand at the same level, and the 6 per cent. preference 
last changed hands at 43s. 14d. These, like the Urban pre- 
ference, are of the nominal value of £5, and are fully paid. 
The ordinary of both companies are £3 shares, also fully paid. 
River Plate Electricity ordinary stands at 105 ex dividend 
and bonus. Vietoria Falls preference are better at 20s., the 
5 per cent. first debentures are 944, and the Seconds 1093, 
while the ordinary, in which there is not much market, etand 
at 12s. English Electrics remain fairly steady at 20s. 9d. 
British Aluminium new ordinary are a pound, General Electric 
new ordinary 298. 6d., the 74 per cent. B preference 19s. 3d., 
and the 6j per cent. preference have gone back to 17s. 6d. 

The Underground Railway group is weak because of the 
unsettlement—up to the time of writing—amongst the omni- 
bus men. Central London preferred at 45} is 2 lower. Of 
other traction issues, Mexicans have improved, on the assump- 
tion that any Government other than that of Carranza might 
make ап agreeable change from the chaotic conditions pre- 
vailing under his régime. Bombay Electric preference have 
started to mount again, and are 158. up at 13i. Brisbane 
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Electric Tramways 41 per cent. debenture stock is quoted 
higher at 94. Under the Trust Deed the stock becomes re- 
payable at 100 on January Ist next, and a full year’s interest 
will have become due by then. This would look a dead- 
snip for the investor were it not for the lurking doubt as 
to the redemption being carried out at due date. 

Metropolitan-Vickers ordinary are firmer at 27s. 6d., and 
the preterence retain their last week’s advance at 25/16. 
Armament and engineering shares show a dwindling tendency. 
A fall of 2s. 6d. lowered Babcock & Wilcox to 24. The 
rubber market went down sharply in company with the raw 
material, but recovery from the worst ensued. 

Before the war, one of the best reference books available in 
connection with electric lighting and traction was Atkin's 
" Manual," privately published by a well-known Stock Ex- 
change firm for circulation amongst their friends and fellow- 
members. The volume has made a welcome reappearance, 
and is a power-house of information. How up to date it is 
may be exemplified by the details of the British Electric 
Transformer’s new issue of 137,500 7 per cent. preference (at 
17s. 6d.) and 162,500 ordinary shares (at 24s.) made last month. 
The English Electric Company's figures for 1919, which were 
announced in April, are duly shown, the ordinary receiving 
8 per cent. dividend, £100,000 going to capital reserve ac- 
count, £133,045 expenses written off, and £45,301 being carried 
forward. Mention is made of the General Electric’s offer, in 
March last, of 400,000 new ordinary at 28s. and £1,600,000 
new 74 per cent. B preference shares at 20s., existing holders 
being offered at the same time the right to subscribe for one 
new ordinary share at 98s. in the proportion of one new for 
every three old shares held. The Manual is in other 
respects fully up to date, and is admirably produced. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRICAL COMPANIES. 
è Номи Ex.scraicrry Оомрлитиз. 
Dividend Price 


Yield 
1919, 1990. Rise or fall. р 


4 


ә 


Brompton А ee ee 8 12 — A9 8 3 
Oharing oe ee 4 1 у -—— à 9 6 B 
do. do. do e) Pref. ee a 4 = 8 8 8 
Chelsea. б ee oe ee ee 8 4 8 — 6 8 4 
Ot of London ee oe ee 8 10 118 = i 8 12 0 
е do. 6 per cent. Pref. ee 6 6 9 — 6 18 4 
Oounty of London .. i os 7 8 83 — 4 9 210 
Kensington Oraina ^ 0 v 3 1 7 Ia 115 
London Blectric ee ee oe ип 3 af — B 9 6 
do. do. 6 por oent. Pref... 6 6 — 9 4 8 
м ten. e ee 5 6 8 -— 10 0 0 
do. 4 r ont. Pref. .. 4 4 — 8 0 0 
Bt. James’ a all oe ео 10 19 — 8 16 10 
Bouth London ee ee [E 6 6 == 9 19 0 
South Metropolitan Pref... "E | 1 1 — 7 0 0 
Westminster Ordinary .. .. 8 10 5 — 1i 10 0 0 
TELBORAPES AND TRLEPHOWNS, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. ee ee 6 6 TI — 7 14 10 
do. Det. ee ee 68/6 tà = 8 0 0 
Chile Tel hone ee ee ee 8 6 — *4 18 9 
Cuba Bub. е ee eo ee 1 : 1 9 == 1 7 4 
Bastern msion.. ... .. 8 10 16ха — 618 4 
Bastern Tel. Ord. ee ee ee 6 10 1 xd — LI *6 10 4 
Globe Tel, and T, Ота, .. . В 10 15 — 6 7 0 
do. do. Pref. .. .. 6 8 8 — 1 1 2 
üropean oe oe oe — n 
Marconi ee ee ee ee 95 € Bà — 3 8 0 0 
Onited R. Plate e ee ee 8 — Ta — $ *b b 0 
West India and Panama .. 2 МӘ — ü — i - 
Western Telegraph. е ee ее 8 10 153 — *6 1 0 
Homs Bars. 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 41 — 8 19 9 
Metropolitan .. we T T 11 19 o 8 2 
do. District ee - Nil 15 —1 Nu 
U und Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nu 1] Nil 
о, - do. A .. Nil Ми 46 —fd 
do. do. Income .. b 4 60) - 8 613 8 
Forzion Trams, 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil Nil 8) — = 
do. do. 9nd Pref. ee — Базы 8 - — 
do. do. ò Deb. 6 26 574 — 8 18 10 
Brasil Tractions ee eo oe == = 495 — — 
Bombay Blectrio Pref.  .. — 6 6 18 + 411 8 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfoe. 6 6 55 — 9 2 0 
do. do.  Preferrred a 6 48 — 10 6 2 
da do. Deferred N 8 «4$ — 6 14 10 
do. do. Deb. Ps d a 52 — 8 86 
Mexico Trams 6 percent. Honds.. N 28} — Ni 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nü au — Nil 
Mexican Light on .. .. Ni Nil 12 — Nu 
do. Pref. oe . Nil NU 21 +5 Nu 
do. 1st Bonds. ee Nil Nil by +8 — 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES. 
Bebcock & Wilcox oe ° ө . 16 — 2% — à B 4 4 
British Insulated Ord. .. .. 1% 15 1 — 714 8 
Oellenders А M vs .. ое 263 mn 42 — i 10 8 
LE] E ref. oe ee ee — 10 
Oastner Kellner ee ee ee 20 — RF — { -— 
Orompton Ord. ee ee ee 10 — 91/6 =» 6 б 9 6 0 
Bdison-Swan, “ А "t ae ee 10 — 1% — 8 17 10 
Electric Construction .. 10 — 21j- =l- 910 6 
Gen. Bleo, Pref. ee ee ee 6% 64 17/6 крй 1 8 1 
do. Ота. ee oe oe 10 ae 18 = *6 8 1 
Henley .. T T - . 95 16 22, — 1 7 5 8 
do. &4Pret.. .. .. .. 4 4 a} =з & 15 6 
India-Rubper. . ee ee os 10 — 13} ==> vq 11 n 
Met.-Vickors Pref. ae ee е 8 2 v — 6 18 6 
Siemens Ord... os > .. 10 10 26 6 — *? 11 о 
Telegraph Оов, ee oe eo 90 20 224 — *6 6 8 


* Dividends paid free of Income Таз, 


MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


Ir should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances. 


Tuesday, May 18th. 


| Fortnight’ 
CHEMICALS, Фс. Pros | laor Deo. 
оз = жш NU RE EE EE E 
acid One.  .. per b. os 
а Ammoniac Sal ii ке .. per ton £100 | m 
а Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) T | &92 ix 
a Bisulphide of Carbon Рел see ” m КЕР 
a Borax .. ee „ 442 iis 
а Copper Sulphate . „ #49 |  £3dec. 
a Potash, Chiorate  ... 27. .. рег lb. 17 А 
а „ Perchlorate еи? » 1/8 | -— 
a Shellao ...  .. ... .. .. pereowt. £24 . 
a Sulphate of Magnesia К ... рег ton £18 
а Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers Т £28 = 
а » Lump WES «iet ues " £25 ie 
a Soda, Chlorate esse s. per lb. 6d. | а 
а „, Crystals es 0. рег ton #12 i 
a Sodium Bichromate, casks .. Per lb. — 29 
METALS, &c. 
g Babbitt’s Metal Ingots  ... .. рег ton £118 to 2845 | f 
c Brass (rolled meta: 2” to 12” basis) per lb. 1/33 Р 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn)... eee » 1/6} to 1/64 | А 
с [T] Wire, basis eco TP T Т] je v. 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn) PN ne 1/8 U^ 
8 „ Bars (best selected) .. рег ton £106 | £2 ine. 
8 » Sheet... ds ЗЕ "t »" £165 | 42 inc. 
8 Roe. I TC н £165 £2 ino. 
d „ (Bleoctrulytic) Bars EN hi £114 KS 
d gs 99 Bheets bee » £150 bie 
d «€ n Wire Rods.. " £129 on 
d s» 5s Н.С. Wire.. per lb 1/43 | 
f Ebonite Rod "TT, өэ» eee eve » B/- РТ 
F э Sheat oon eee aoe 997 2/6 eee 
п German Silver Wire sag ss 7 8 / E 
hGutte-percha, fine " 18/. 22: 
` h lndia-rubber, Para fine ... — .. » 2/3 $d. dec. 
: Iron (Cleveland Warrants)... per ton Nom. " 
l , Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual. si £51 M 
g Lead, English Pig. „ £10 to £41 
g Mercury... gd. . рег bot. 42 vo £25 
e Mica (in original cases) small .. per lb. 6d. to 4/6 
@ ТІ [T] ' [T] medium ee [T] 5 / to 10 / 
e , " „ „ large.  » 12/6 to 2% & u 
8 Phosphor Bronze, plain castings n 1/7 to 1/11 
g i „ rolled bers and rods > 2/2 to 2/6 
g » ,, rolled strip & sheet ” 2/3 to 2/9 | eee 
d Silicium Bronze Wire , per Ib. 17113 | 
r Steel, Magnet, in bars. , 1/8 e 
g Tin, Blook (English) per ton 5284 £38 to £99 dec. 
n Wire, Nos. 1 to 168 . per lb. 6/3 | mE 
White Anti-friction Metals . perton| £90 to £345 
Quotations supplied by— 
a G. Boor & Co. g James & Shakespeare. 
c Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. A Edward Till & Co. 
d Frederick Smith & Co. i Bolliug & Lowe. 


e F. Wiggins & Sons. 
f India- Rubber, Gutta- Percha and 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


| Richard Johnson & Nephew, 144. 
п Р. Ormiston & Sons, 
r W. F. Dennis & Cu. 


Electric Furaaces. — Mr. C. Н. Booth describes iu 
Canadian Machinery a new type ot cylindrical rotating are 
furnace of *noaerave size for dealing wath brass and otber 
non-lerrous metais, lor which the advantages are claimed of 
even distribution of heat with consequent long furnace lite 
and low loss of zinc by vaporisation. the furnace, which is 
made in sizes from 200 to 3,000 Ib. capacity, consists of a 
hned cylindrical body with horizontal axis resting on rollers 
driven through gearing by an electric motor. ‘Lhe two elec- 
trodes project through water-cooled apertures in the end plates 
and the single-phase supply is taken to them by contact rings 
on the rotating body. Hand regulation is used in the smaller 
sizes, but the largest furnaces are fitted with automatic gear. 
‘Lhe lining 18 cleverly contrived with as few joints as possible, 
and can be renewed without much difficulty. The charging 
door at the end of the furnace is hinged like the breecu-block 
of a gun and swings back with the electrode in its centre and 
all the electrode gear. Before pouring, the furnace is stopped 
with the tap hole at the top, when it is opened by picking out 
the sand plug with a pointed tool, and the furnace is slowly 
rotated until the metal begins to pour. The movement can 
be controlled to a nicety due to the electrical drive. Thirty 
to forty minutes are required to melt a charge, and with a 
small furnace the energy consumption is about 300 Kw.-hours 
per ton. From 600 to 1,000 heats are believed to be obtainable 
without relining, and the electrode consumption in a 950-1Ь. 
furnace, fairly constantly employed, averages 31 lb. per ton. 

A novel device described in the Iron Age is a tiltinz 
mechanism for removing a furnace roof when charging. The 
furnace, as constructed by the Industrial Electric Co., Chicago. 
is mounted upon rocker-arms, and the roof is suspended froin 
a frame which is tilted by a rack and pinion. All electrical 
connections are under the platform of the furnace. The 
motors for controlhng the electrodes are mounted on the 
back of the roof frame. When the roof is tilted back the must 
bulky scrap can be dropped directly into the furnace as сой] 
stock, pre-heated scrap, or melted metal. The furnaces are 
built in 2, 4, and 7-ton capacities, and are arranged for two 
or three-phase current.—Technical Review. | 
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PERMANENT MAGNETS IN THEORY AND PRACTICE. 


By S. EVERSHED, M. I. E. E. 


Renu me of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. ] 


REFERRING to the difficulty of compressing the paper, which 
represented the work of 20 years, into the time available, the 
author made no attempt to read it, but delivered an exceedingly 
interesting lecture on ita contents, of which the following is an 
outline :— 

Ampère suggested that the magnetism of a permanent magnet 
was due to electric currents flowing in molecular circuits ; this 
hypothesis was now accepted, and Ewing's theory of the inter- 
actions between neighbouring magnetic molecules with its aid fully 
explained the phenomena of the cyolio curve of magnetisation. 
The electron theory showed how the Ampére elements were con- 
stituted, consisting of a system of electrons moving with very high 
velocity in orbits round a nucleus ; the existence of the molecular 
currents would be assumed, but for simplicity the molecule with 
its system of electronic currents would be represented by an 
imaginary cirouit or "current ring," carrying a permanent and 
constant current, and behaving magnetically like the actual 
molecule. It was assumed that the rings were immersed in 
the universal magnetic medium of space. 

Magnetisation of iron was effected by turning the molecules so 
as to co-operate, by the application of an extraneous magnetic field, 
which applied an orienting torque to the current rings (it did not 
" magnetise" anything). On removing the applied field, the mass 
of current rings was left in a more or less oriented condition, 
defined by their orientation angle 0. The magnetised iron would 
now possess an inherent magnetomotive force F in the direction of 
the fleld, the oriented mass of rings creating induction in that 
direction. 

Ohm's law held good in the magnetic as in the electric circuit. 
An electric current could be changed by changing the resistance in 
the circuit, or by making an addition to the electromotive force. 
In a short-circuited battery of electromotive force E and resistance 
в the current I; = E/B—here called the ‘self-absorbed " condi- 
tion. If now an external inert resistance r were added to the 
circuit (an "extended " circuit), the current would be decreased, 
requiring leas E.M.F. to maintain it in the original resistance B, and 
setting free a surplus motive force which, when equilibrium was 
restored, would just suffice to maintain the diminished current in 
the external resistance r, so that I, = E/(R + r), or if У = nr, 
E = I, R + V. Or the current may be equally diminished by 
inserting an opposing E.M.F. e in the circuit, when 1, = (E — / 
or E = I, R + e. It would be seen that v = e, or the opposing 
motive furoe applied to the self-absorbed circuit to produce the 
same change must be numerically equal to the surplus motive foroe 
aet free in the extended circuit, but of opposite sign. 

The statement was equally true for complete magnetic circuits, 
whether containing iron or not, because in the magnetic medium 
there was strict proportionality between motive force and flux. 
On the hypothesis of molecular currents and one universal magnetic 
medium, the word “ permeability" ceased to have any meaning. 
The author showed that, as in the case of the electric cirouita, 
so in a magnetic circuit the flux could be diminished either by 
extending the circuit, or by applying an extraneous motive force in 
the negative direction without altering the circuit. In the former 
case (extended circuit) he obtained the numerical relation 
F= 8 + ф where к = inherent magnetomotive force per om., 
8 = the magnetic induction, and ф = the surplus magnetomotive 
force not required to maintain the flux in the magnetised body 
itself. In the latter case (self-absorbed circuit) he obtained 
F = в + H, where н was the extraneously applied motive force. 
and B was the resultant flax density, due to the combined action of 
капа н per om. If NH were chosen so that B = $, and F the same 
in both cases, it followed that ф = H; for equal change in the 
magnetic flux, the positive surplus motive force per cm. of steel 
in the extended circuit was numerically equal to the negative 
extraneous motive force per cm. of steel applied tothe self-absorbed 
circuit. e 

After showing, on the basis of known and assumed electronic 
data, that the electron theory would fully acoount for the magneto- 
motive force inherent in iron (which was equivalent to a magae- 
tising force of 17,000 ampere-turns per om.), the author proceeded 


to discues the design and predetermination of permanent magnets. : 


The function of these, he said, was to maintain magnetic energy in 
some particular space such at an air-gap. The primitive equations 
were, for terminal flux, В = ВА, and for terminal potential 
difference v = $L. The magnetic energy was Bv. To pre- 
determine the characteristics of & magnet it was first neoessary to 
determine the B H curve of demagnetisation of the steel. A typical 
curve for tungsten magnet steel was shown (fig. 1) in which 
B = flux density, and H the extraneously applied motive force per 
cm., to which ф, the surplus motive force, was numerically equal. 
Neglecting leakage, and denoting the Jength and sectional area of 
the core by L and A respectively, the relations between the factors 
of energy B and v and the dimensions of the magnet were B = BA 
and v = фі. Any flux density 8 might be chosen, and by making 
A = B/, the core would deliver the desired terminal 
flux; and if the corresponding value of ф were taken, 
by making L = V/ 5. the required terminal potential 
difference would be provided. But if economy of steel or of 
space were aimed at, such haphazard design would not serve. 
The energy requirement must be taken into account. The energy 
equation was obtained by multiplying the two primitive equations 


together, BV = BLA, where BV was the amount of energy 
maintained in external space by a volume of steel L A in which the 
flux density had the value 8. The product 8 & was the available or 
useful energy per cubic cm. of magnetised steel. The volume of 
ateel = Bv[8 ф so that to use the least volume of steel, 8 ¢ must be 
&:maximum. Its value might be plotted against flux density, as 
shown on fig. 1, on the right, and the maximum value was then 
seen at a glance, giving at once the “economic density." The 
economic dimensions of the magnet core could then be determined 
by inserting the values of 8and $ in the primitive equations. 


Test piece B 32. Л. 


Fig. 1.—Typical demagnetisation curve for magnet steel, showing 
the derived curve of the energy product 8 9. N.B.—Numbers 
on theenergy scale when multiplied by 1000 / 8 + give the energy 
in ergs. 


The author then dealt with the question of leakage, and showed 
how the formule could be applied to the design of economic 
magnets and the pred termination of their performance, giving 
examples which showed that & very high degree of accuracy was 
attainable. In the course of a summary of the paper he said :— 

Throughout the paper the underlying purpose hes been to gain a 
clearer view of fundamental matters and to build up & theory of 
the permanent magnet consistent with present-day knowledge, and. 
readily applicable to the practical problems of design and predeter- 
mination. 

The gathering together of molecules of equal magnetic moment 
into concentrated groups need not be regarded as the sole possible 
mode of departure frorh uniformity which will endow the mass 
with the necessary power to form local bonds of mutual induction. 
Any kind of molecular cariformity which, in effect, brought about an 
unequal distribution of the molecular magnetomotive forces, would 
give rise to a similar state of things. And in view of the increased 
ability to maintain itself in a partially-oriented state, which iron 
exhibits when carbon and other non-magnetic substances have been 
introduced, it seems by no means unlikely that the necessary 
departure from uniformity may consist in the congregation, in one 
mass of equally-spaced molecules possessing unequal magnetic 
moments; some stropger, some weaker, than the average. As a 
limiting case, we may imagine the presence of non-magnetic 
molecules distributed throughout a mass of magnetic molecules. 
Such an arrangement would provide magnetically vacant spaces for 
the propagation of local fields of mutual induction, in much the 
same way as the concentrated groups which we have taken as a 
simple example of variformity. ; 

Ав a corollary to Ewing's theory, the hypothesis of molecular 
variformity appears to be necessary to account for the facts of 
permanent magnetism. 


DISCUSSION IN LONDON. 


Mr. H. B. ATKINSON opened the discussion, and described 
the excellent paper as the result of 25 years’ work on the 
part of the author. It would rank as a classic with those 
papers presented by Hopkinson and Kapp in 1836; it was a 
monumental work. The paper contained the first clear state- 
ment on the subject that had been put before the electrical 
world. The author’s method of predetermination for the 
purpose of the design of magnets was one that could be used 
by engineers. The trouble to-day, he thought, was that 
engineers were not thinking suflicientlv in terms of electrons, 
of electron currents. With regard to the author's statement 
that the energy of an electric current being kinetic, any 
two or more current rings will tend to turn on their pivotal 
axes in directions which will increase their joint energy ” he 
thought that only held if the energy was maintained constant 
bv external means. Again, the statement that the ‘‘ enegry 
of the mass will be increased if any two or more rings turn 
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round until they possess a magnetic axis in common" мав 
erroneous; on the contrary, ше energy would auninish, in 
иш OpiniuD, oU per cent. Ihose statements of tae author 
celerred ю wnav would happen ошу и we currents ш the 
cous were maintained constant by an external battery and 
not under other conditions. With regard to the predeter- 
mination of a ring magnet by step-by-step integrauon, the 
author in this way obtained a number of corresponding values 
of width of air gap and terminal flux, but the late Dr. 8. F. 
‘thompson had shown experimentally that no change in flux 
whatever accompanied variation of the air gap. ‘Lhese mat-- 
ters were referred to in the tenth Kelvin lecture delivered 
by the speaker last year. However, the speaker thought that 
the author's reasoning was correct, and would help greatly 
to clear up many doubtful points. Both the author's and his 
own theories, he felt, were correct mathematically, but some 
change in the interior mechanism of the author'a was neces- 
sary so that it would conform with experimental facts. 

Dr. О. КАРР complimented the author on the extremely 
able manner in which he had prepared his paper. ‘Ite 
object, ne thought, should be шю strive to help the steel 
Maker; to tell hun how to vary the constituents or the treat- 
ment of his materials so that he could produce the desired 
material. in the early days wrought iron was specified tor 
dynamo magnets, but to-day he thought that Sheiield could 
say that it nad produced cast steel which would give equal, 
if not better, results than iron. He thought it very desirable 
to formulate a theory that was capable of being put into 
everyday phraseology, so that they could give the steel- 
maker the information he required. Further information 
about the iron-cobalt-carbon-chromium steel mentioned in the 
paper would be very welcome. 

Major К. EpGcumBE thought they were indebted to the 
author for giving them a classic paper which contained much 
information of which they had long been in need. They 
would now be able to deal with iron magnets as easily as 
they could with coils, but his opinion was that the pre- 
determination of the qualities of a magnet and its design 
should be kept separate. Ihe author's apparent object of 
obtaining the maximum possible energy trom a minimum 
volume of steel was good, but was he sure that that method 
would give the desired permanency? ‘There were two forms 
of permanency; first, for magnets used in such devices as 
magnetos, &c.; and secondly, for instrument magnets. The 
former magnets had to withstand a good deal of vibration, 
&c., and it was not of much consequence if their total flux 
decreased slightly, but with the latter type of magnet it was 
a serious matter if the flux varied by more than 1 per cent. 
With regard to symbols, some of those used in the paper 
did not meet with the speaker’s approval. Some of them 
were in exact opposition to those selected by the International. 
Electrotechnical Commission after a great deal of labour, and 
it was to be regretted that the author had struck out on his 
own instead of fallinz into line and adopting the standardised 
symbols. 

Prof. E. W. MARCHANT said that the paper very clearly 
explained the position of the subject under discussion. It 
gave promise of much improvement in magnetic materials. 
The fact that the atomic weights of all strongly magnetic 
materials were very nearly the same was of much interest. 
Some substances, such as maganese and silicon, had the 
power of destroying magnetism, but could not produce it 
themselves. 'The atomic weights of non-magnetic substances 
differed appreciably from those of magnetic materials, and 
it would be of much interest to know whether any relation- 
ship existed between them. The paper raised hopes of 
obtaining the required steels by means of heat treatment, 
or by altering the molecular structure, the tribal arrange- 
ment as the author termed it. of the material. The author 
had shown them how to look at the subject from & new 
point of view which would be of extreme value. - 

Mr. H. M. Dowsett, whose reinarks were illustrated by 
lantern slides, said that the very determined effort the author 
had made to build up a consistent theory of magnetism pro- 
ceeding step bv step from the inter-atomie electron ring to 
the commercial permanent magnet, would be welcomed by 
evervone who desired to see physics and engineering practice 
brought into one consistent scheme of evolutionary develop- 
ment. The weak link in the chain was the character of the 
inter-atomic electron current, which depended on the struc- 
ture thev postulated for the atom. In order to endow the 
atom with magnetism 1t was necessary to assume that the 
electrons were rotating rings, and were themselves magnetic. 
Some vears ago he attempted to construct an atomic model 
which would satisfy the requirements of the physicist and 
of the chemist, and vet would he subject to the gravitational 
and electrodyvnamical laws. The principal obstacle in the. 
wav was the phvsicists’ assumption, as the result of many 
experiments, that the total number of electrons in the atom 
conld not very much exceed the number representing its 
relative atomic weight in the periodic series of the elements. 
and that the positive charge whose constitution and place 


in the atomic. structure they knew nothing about, must, 
therefore, he credited with practically the whole mass of the 
atom. If the whole mass of the atom could be said to he 
due to the united masses of the electrons—as was at first 


assumed by T. J. Thotnson—and the positive charge and the 
balance of the electrons above the atomic number could be 


so arranged in the atom ae to be practically insensitive to 
most means of experimental researcn, that difficulty would 
be removed. Proceeding on these lines, the speaker said 
he had devised а modei, which he illustrated by lantern 
slides, which was able to act electrically, chemically, and 
yadioactively in a manner which could satisfactorily explain 
experimental results. His present object was to show that 
it was possible to devise a simple type of atom which con- 
formed to the laws of electrodynamics, and also atiorded a 
reasonable basis for a complete theory of magnetism which 
would start with the constitutional movement of the elec- 
trons in the atom. ' | 

Mr. A. P. Үоохо, in congratulating the author on his work, 
said that they had imagined that they had discovered some- 
thing new when during the past five years they began to 
plot betaphi curves in order to judge the quality of magnet 
steels, and to apply the product curve to the design of a 
permanent magnet. The author, however, told them that 
he had first used the method 18 years ago, which showed 
how far behind they had been. It was curious that although 
an alloy of three parts iron to one part nickel produced a 
non-magnetic metal, when heated to a temperature of 1,000 
deg..and cooled in air the substance immediately became 
magnetic. He had recently heard that an American claim 
was that the permanent flux was improved by magnetising 
the material at a temperature of 200 deg. below zero. Another 
interesting metal was the cobalt steel mentioned by the 
author. The paper would cause them to think about the 
why and wherefore of such effects as he had mentioned; 
they had been given a lead, and good resulta would follow. 


In the future they needed to think more in terms of the 


atom when seeking eolutions to their difficulties. 

Dr. E. H. Rayner said that the paper raised again the 
question, what was the basis of the characteristic of ferro- 
magnetism? The modern conception of the atom was a 
planetary system of electrons, each possessing a charge of 
negative electricity, gyrating round a central positive system. 
The number, and perhaps arrangement, of electrons was 
directly associated with the atomic weight; and, therefore. 
with the characteristics of the atom, and gave each element 
its particular properties. In the general case such a system, 
if the electronic orbits of а single atom were arranged in- 
definitely in space, would exhibit no magnetic polarity. In 
order to exhibit polarity there must be more or less con- 
centration of the motion of the electrons into one direction 
such as existed in the solar system, all circulating roughly 
in one plane, or at least on the surfaces of something like 
cylinders. An atom, or system of atoms, which 
a polarisation of euch a type, would in general have its 
external field largely neutralised by neighbouring ones, as 
they would tend to line up so as to produce a closed field. 
In order to exhibit polarity in the mass, it would appear 
necessary that, under the influence of an external field. for 
instance, the motion of the individual electrons in large 
numbers of atoms must be induced to rotate about axes 
more or less parallel. It was possible that in many atoms 
there was some particular constraint, associated with the 
distribution of electronic motion, which prevented the action 
of an external field producing this orderliness of motion 
necessary for the production of general magnetic polarisation. 
Such bodies would be non-magnetic. This would also be the 
case if, in spite of orderliness being part of the nature of 
the electronic motion in the atom, the constraint were due 
to the arrangement of the molecular or larger aggregation. 
There remained the crux of the problem, if such ideas cor- 
responded to anything approaching the structure of the atom, 
how to explain why iron was almost unique in its properties. 
The electronic theorv differentiated atoms of the various 
elements largely by the number of electrons in the atom. II 
they had a system of № electrons, or electronic systems. 
it was possible to arrange such a number of electrons in very 
simple symmetrical systems, which might be’ illustrated bv 
the corners of a cube which had 2* corners, or by the sides 
of an octahedron which had 2 sides. A similar symmetry 
was obtainable if they had mX2* systems. The atomic 
weight of iron was about 5 6, or TX, and it might be 
that this chance possibility of a peculiar symmetry endowed 
the atom and its agglomerates with the properties of ferro- 
magnetic bodies. There was also a peculiar symmetry asan- 
clated with the number 7. For instance, a regular hexagon 
was formed by one central point and six surrounding it at 
equal distances from the centre and from each other. Such 
a system misht be regarded as composed of six equilateral 
triangles, and such a figure in one plane could only be 
formed bv a 7-point type of symmetry. The other elementa 
which exhibited magnetic properties, and which, alone, or 
associated with certain other elements, as in the case of 
manganese in the Heusler alloys, were all very close to 56 
in atomic weight as Prof. Marchant had stated. The four, 
manganese. iron, nickel, and cobalt lay between 55 and 59. 
while there was ^ relatively large jump to chronium 59 below, 
and to copper 63 above, both of which were non-magnetic. 
If thev assumed that electronic number distribution de- 
termined atomic properties, including magnetism. then it 
would appear that atomic weight, which was associated with 
electronic number, must govern such things as magnetic 
properties, and magnetic properties must be the result of 
something dependent upon number and probably upon a 
peculiar symmetry associated with number. 


—— 
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Oclonel R. E. B. Crompton, O.B., welcomed the paper as 
poch-making one, and said it reminded him of the old 
days. The discussion would not end that night; the paper 
would continue to be discussed by electrical engineers the 
It had given 
him keen delight to send copies of the paper across the water 
to Dr. Steinmetz and others, to show them that they were 
still capable of doing things in this country. He, however, 
wished the author had adopted a different course with regard 
to the symbols he had used. There was no reason why he 
should have selected a new set when there already existed 
an international set. | ‚ | 
Mr. S. EVERSHED, in his reply, said it was impossible to 
reply to the discussion in the time at his disposal, and he, 
therefore, reserved his full reply for publication in the 
Institution Journal. He would feel that his work had not 
been in vain if the paper, as Mr. Young had said, would 
start other men thinking, and lead to something being done. 
' Tt was not permissible to discuss the Kelvin lectures, and 
they had, therefore, not had the opportunity of pointing out 
the fallacy in Mr. Atkinson's argument. With his theory 1t 
was difficuit to see how there would be any magnetism at all, 
and there would certainly be no permanent magnetism what- 
ever. The speaker felt that there must have been something 
wrong with Dr. S. P. Thompson's experiment mentioned by 


Mr. Atkinson. The flux variations were so small that unless. 


the experiment were made with extraordinary accuracy thev 
were liable to escape notice. Finally, the author defended 
the use of his own set of symbols in preference to the inter- 
national ones selected by the International Electrotechnical 
Commission. | 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters reosiced by us after b P.M. on TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their oommunt- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Trading Restrictions. 


Referring to a letter headed as above and signed ! In- 
terested,” which appeared in your issue of the 30th ult., I 
have pleasure in sending herewith replies to the writer’s ques- 
tions :— 

. |. Can any contractor stock, advertise, or sell lamps which 
are not controlled by his Association? (Viz., E. L. M. A.) 

Yes, excepting as provided for in answer to the second 
question. i 

3. Can any graded retailer stock, advertise, or sell metal 
filament lamps of any other than Association makes? 

A graded retailer agrees not to advertise, stock, or solicit 
orders for lamps of non-Association make in return for special 
discounts over and above trade terms, but may sell such 
lamps on demand. | 

The writer quotes the following clause from a retailer's 
agreement | 

„We agree not to advertise, stock, or solicit orders for 
metal-filament lamps of any type or group of other than Asso- 
ciation makes (as set out in previous page)." | | 

This clause means exactly what it says. A graded retailer 
may supply non-Association lamps in fulfilment of an order 
received by him, but in consideration of special terms agrees 
not to push the sale of other than Association lamps. If a 
contractor wishes to reserve the right to advertise, stock, or 
solicit orders for non-Association lamps then he can do this 
and still buy Association lamps at ordinary trade terms. 


J. E. Edgecombe, 
| » | Director, 
. — Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ Association 
London, E. C. of Great Britain, Lid. 8 i 


“May Uth, 1990. 


City of York Advertiséments. 


With reference to the York advertisement and the com- 
ments in your issue of May 7th, I am glad to see that someone 
has raised the question ‘of salaries of staff engineers, and I 
am quite in agreement with your correspondents. As they 
state, present salaries are a poor return for time and money 


spent in technical training. | 


LI 


The manual workers are in a much better relative position. 


because years ago they realised the value of co-operation. In- 
dividual effort, however praiseworthy. is not much use. The 
Electrical Power Engineers’ Association has for the past two 
years done its best to improve the status of staff engineers, 
and has at last secured consideration of our claims. 

Should this letter come to the notice of staff engineers who 
are not members, I would ask them seriously to consider 
whether they wish to go on taking benefits for which thev 
nee D BE ү, psi the attainment of which they 

ave not contributed! gsoclatlon means str Е me 
ber the bundle of sticks. | кели: eren 

Join the Association now, Work for it, Don't be content 
until every available man in your station is 6 member, 


So Itur, 
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Emergency Braking. | 


A short while ago, there appeared in your ‘* Correspond- 
ence ” columns a series of letters dealing with the emergency 
braking of an electric street car. | 

If the mechanical and magnetic brakes had failed, and by 
some means such as a section breaker opening or the trolley 
leaving the wire, and thereby cutting the line current off, 
it was necessary to stop the car, one would proceed by open- 
ing the main switch, placing the reversing lever of the con- 
troller in the reverse position, and feeding up to the first 
parallel notch. This method will, without a doubt, stop the 
car, assuming that both motors are working. 

But supposing that previously there had been a defective : 
motor, and that it had been cut-out in the controller, 
then the braking effect would be nil. For it will be seen that 
when both motors are in operation they are acting as genera- 
tors, and as such they are revolving in opposite directions, 
and they will, through the medium of a controller, tend to pull 
each other up, thus giving & powerful electric braking effect. 
But when there is only one motor working, and the other 
is electrically cut out. there will be no effect. I have tested 
this method on a car equipped with Westinghouse type T. I. C. 
controllers and Westinghouse буре 323 motors. 

It would be exceedingly interesting if someone could sug- 
gest a method of stopping a car assuming the above con- 


ditions. C. E. Slack. 


Chesterfield. 
May 18th, 1920. 
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Battery Symbols. 


Surely Eau Delun ” (ELEOrRICAL REVIEW, Мау 14th), on 
second thoughts, will realise that his reference to the nega- 
tive (zinc) as the element having no standing casta an 
undeserved slur on an element which not only is positive, but 
is, in truth, the fuel, and to a certain extent the veritable 
source of the cell's energy, in generating which, it (the zinc) 
is gradually consumed. 

The very same energy which, in circuit tracing, is referred 
to as leaving the battery at the carbon or copper or positive 
pole, is due to the self-sacrifice of the zinc. 

Outside the cell, the carbon or positive pole gets all the 
credit for the zinc or negative pole’s hard work. However, 
for simplicity in circuit tracing, 1t is advisable that this some- 
what paradoxical convention be adhered to. 

This reminds me of a tragic episode long ago in the late 
seventies, before inspiriting theory had—in certain quarters— 
been to any great extent called in to vitalise stolid practice. 

What in these days would be described as a frantic S. O. S. 
once reached me from a distant official. He had been ordered 
by H.Q. to make some tests with a fair number of Le- 
clanché cells sent out for the purpose—a class of battery he 
had never before seen, his previous experience having been 
confined to Minottos—a kind of Sawdust Daniell, a cell of the 
“ constant type. 

In those days, when Minottos were set up, it was customary 
to use water with which to soak the sawdust; the necessary 
sulphate of zinc in solution being subsequently obtained by 
the simple process of short-circuiting the battery on itself for 
something like 24 hours. 22 

Our friend having set up the Leclanch?s, had straightway 
short-circuited them, and, 24 hours later, was mystified and 
aghast to find that the zincs had melted into airy nothing- 
ness. They had vanished. 


E. R. B. 


The Policy of the E.P.E.A. 


May we be allowed the hospitality of your columns to refer 
to the published statement of policy during contemporary 
а, disputes issued by this Association in February, 
919. . | . 

The National Executive Council of the Electrical Power 
Engineers’ Association in December last unanimously agreed 
to rescind this policy because cf its incompatibility with the 
other functions of the E.P.E.A. as a protective organisation. 

Considerable misunderstanding is arising on account of the 
prevailing impression that this poliev is still being adhered 


to by the Association, and in crder to remove the misáppre- 


hension, we take this opportunity of notifying its rescission. 

W. Arthur Jones, 
General Secretary, 
Electrical Power Engineers’ Association. 
London. W.C. 
May 18th, 1920. 

[The statement of policy was published in our issue of 

February 98th, 1919, p. 231.—Eps. Etec. REv.] 


—— 
Electricity on the Farm.—A Spalding farmer, Mr. F. W. 


Farrow, has had plans of cottages for his workpeople approved b 
the Ministry of Health. and 40 cotteges sre to be built forthwit 


on bungalow lines. According to the daily Press, telephones are 


to be installed in each house, which are also to be electrically 
equipped throughout, 
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A VISIT TO LOUGHBOROUGH TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND THE BRUSH WORKS. 


THE members of the South Midland Centre of the Institution 
ot Electrical Engmeers were very fortunate in their choice ot 
à day for their visit to the Technical College and the Brush 
Electrical Engineering Co.’s works at Loughborough last week. 
About ninety avalled themselves of tue opportunity, and 
tne bulk of these саше by motor omnibus from Birrnunghain, 
a four hours’ Journey. Ine main party arrived at the college 
shortly after 11 a.m., and the tour o1 inspection commenced 
at about 11.50. Small detachments of about eight visitors 
were put under the guidance of various members of the 
staff, who, with the greatest courtesy, reped. to the various 
questions fired at thein practically conunuousty. Ike nest 
section of the college watch came under notice was the 
cabinet-inaking department. Here, in what was originally 
u chapel, some beautiful work was being turned out by a 
number of ex-service men, who showed by actual results 
that at least one educational scheme was ої great practical 
value. In one bay of this building one caught sight of a 
splendidly-finished bookcase, and a great variety of other 
furniture stamped with the hall-mark ol good material and 
workmanship—dressing-tabies, wardrobes, and bedsteads—also 
called forth admiration from the visitors. 

Leaving the building, the party had to traverse a street or 
two to reach the next department. (Owing to the central 
position of the institute extensions cannot be inade to the 
шат building, and in consequence several other buildings 
withit. a short distance of the body of the college have been 
taken over.) This was the first of the machine shops, and 
the main item of interest was the gear shaping and cutting 
work being done there. The smithy was next visited, and 
a demonstration given on a pneumatic hammer in the centre 
of the shop. The three forges were hard at work, and the 
shop, although small, had a remarkably efficient appearance. 
Upon entering the heavy lathe shop the most noticeable 
features were a large variable-speed lathe, and another upon 
which hand-wheels were being turned up. The visitors were 
shown some good examples of elliptical collars and eccentrics 
in steel and brass made upon the latter machine. The next 
room to be seen was the automatic grinding and polishing 
department, where eight or nine machines were running. 
In the next shop, where screws were being manufactured, 
the party inspected some highly finished machine vices of 
very sound and accurate construction, and the guide stated 
that a large contract for these vices was being executed for 
Messrs. Alfred Herbert, Ltd. Every ecrew turned out is 
thoroughly tried on a special testing device, indicating by 
means of & pointer on a dial any inaccuracy in the thread. 
Welding by the electric arc, and also by oxy-acetylene ap- 
paratus was being carried out in the welding shop. The 
clectrode in use was a silica-asbestos covered soft iron wire 
with a fine thread of aluminium incorporated. In the heat- 
engine testing shop the party were shown a six-vlinder optical 
indicator in course of construction, with which indicator 
diagrams will be taken simultaneously from six cylinders by 
means of a tube and diaphragm arrangement oscillating a 
small mirror which projects а beam upon a photographic 
plate. A demonstration of the principles involved was made 
upon a single-cylinder J.A.P. motor. A Daimler and an 
80-H. P. Le Rhone aero engine were started up for the visitors’ 
benefit, which left them rather deafened. Resistance and 
gas furnaces were then inspected, and the party next entered 
the X-rays room, where photographs of inspected work were 
exhibited. One or two sound-looking joints were shown 
to the party, and when the rays were applied the way in 
which the joints had been patched up was very forcibly 
brought out. Some very beautiful and costly photomicro- 
graphic apparatus was seen in the next department, and in 
the same room samples of iron were being subjected to heat- 
ing and cooling tests by means of & small resistance furnace, 
a thermocouple, and a temperature indicating mirror scale. 
As the allotted time had then reached its conclusion the party 
was forced to terminate the inspection, and passing through a 
nicely appointed students’ reading-room, arrived at the dn 
hall at 1.30 p.m., where luncheon was efficiently served by the 
kitchen staff. 

Dr. GARRARD, on behalf of the members of the South Midland 
Centre, rendered thanks to the Principal for his hospitality 
and for the opportunity given to members of seeing such a 
splendidly equipped institute, remarking that it was not his 
first visit to the college. 

Mr. Rocer T. SmirH (President I. E. E.), in seconding Dr. 
Garrard’s vote of thanks, said that he would extend it by 
offering the appreciation of not only the South Midland Centre 
but of the whole Institution. 

Responding to the vote, Mr. H. Scuormup, M. B. E., ex- 
plained that the enterprise was started with a great deal of 
misgiving as to its success, but he was glad to sav that it had 
more than justified its existence. The college, he said, was 
hased on an American idea of bringing education and experi- 
ence into closer contact, and followed the liner of similar in- 
stitutions at Worcester (Massachusetts) and Cincinnati. The 
greatest proof of its practical value was afforded bv the fact 
that engineers, men who knew the kind of training required, 
were sending their sons and other relatives to Loughborough. 
The usual complete course was for fice years, but a shorter 


course of three years, had also been arranged. The college had 
been organised on & commercial basis, and all products were 
sold at prevailing market prices, and contracts had been 
entered into with several tirms for the supply of the articles 
nianutactured. 

Mr. W. A. BROCKINGTON, education officer of the [шене 
shire County Council, endorsed the Principal's remarks, and 
suid that the County Council educational authorities looked 
with great pride upon their "child." It then being nearly 
7.90, the party had to leave rather hurriedly in order to com- 
mence the second part of its visit punctually. 

Upon arriving at the Brush works the party was met by 
шешрег» of the company s staff, and was again split up into 
detachments, and the inspection comnienced right away, it 
being explained that there was a great deal to see in a very 
short space of time. The works cover a large area, and 
consequently the inspection had to be carried out at a fairly 
quick pace, which at times made one wish that it had been 
possible to allot a greater time to the visit. The first shop 
entered was the winding department, where was seen the 
construction of many sizes and types of stators and rotors 
in various states of progress. Some of the most interesting 
features presented to the party in this department were 
coils, &c., of the largest Ljungstrom turbine-driven generator 
constructed by the company up to the present time. This 
is being built to the order of the Midland Electric m 
tion, Ltd., and is to have a capacity of 8,000 K. v. A. at 7.50") 
volts (.6 power factor). It is of the two-phase type, de aie «d 
to run at a speed of 3,000 n.P.M. Here was also seen a single- 
phase alternator from the works of the Uxbridge & District 
Electric Supply Co., which was being rewound for three- 
phase. The power used in the works is supplied by the 
municipal authorities of Loughborough, whose supply is 22 
volts, three-wire D.C., and so it is necessary to employ a num- 
ber of machines to convert the supply to meet the needs 
of the Brush Co. for testing purposes, &c. In the winding 
shop the party was shown a motor-generator set which 1s 
used to test and dry out the coils of every machine before 
leaving the works. Each phase is tested ‘separately before 
the machine is assembled. The rotor coils shown to the 
party consisted of alternate windings of bare copper and 
copper strip insulated with mica, and impregnated '' Empire 
cloth. The coils of the stator are made up and completely 
insulated before being placed in position, and they are wound 
so as to give the smallest possible potential difference between 
any pair of conductors. The visitors upon leaving the winding 
department were taken to a machine shop where the smaller 

parts of the Ljungstrom turbine were in process of manu- 
TER Here there were a number of vertical lathes, which 
were stated to be some of the best in the country. One of 
the products of this department is the gland fitted to the 
turbine shaft to prevent the escape of steam. This consists 
of concentric rings, in which the vents are so small as to 
permit the escape of only a negligible amount. In the turbine 
shop, which was next visited, the party was shown the manu- 
facture and assembly of the blades. Lengths of channel- 
shaped steel strip are passed over drums and ground to a 
very thin size- before being cut into suitable lengths. The 
rings into which the blades are fitted are mounted on an 
automatic punching machine, which prepares them for 
the reception of the blades. The latter are then fitted by 
hand through a soft metal strip. and are thus supported 
while being placed in position in the outer rings. When the 
top cover is fixed, these soft metal supports are sheared out. 
The cover plates when fitted are cut out in the centre, and 
are then used for the smaller stages of the turbine—this 
effects a great economy in metal. А seventeen-stage turbine 
was on view in this shop, the inner stages of which were 
arranged axigllv, and the final stage. catching the exhaust 
steam, was dial. The heavy machine shop came next on 
the route, and here the visitors saw the rotors, which are 
solid forgings, being turned up and slotted ready for the 
windings. The turbine casings are also machined in this 
department, and one of the time- -saving devices shown to 
the party was a Lancashire Dynamo Co.’s “ quick return“ 
planing machine. The casting being operated upon required 
three small cuts at distances of from two to three feet. 
Travelling slowly over the surface of the cut the bed was 
released ‘at a high speed, falling to low speed again at 
the next cut. When the third cut had been made the bed 
reversed and quiekly returned to its starting point. The 
testing department, at one end of the shop. where the 
machines are mounted on a platforin above a standard con- 
denser, has a capacity for the rial of two 1,500-K w. sets, and 
arrangements are being made for the accommodation of the 
larger sizes. At this end of the shop were the turbines of 
a twin-screw vessel undergoing final adjustment. The tram- 
way-car and ornnibus department was then visited, and the 
advancing stages of construction were explnined. One out- 
standing feature of the work inspected was the great amount 
of bent wood in use which was turned out in splendid con- 
dition. In one part of this shop the vehicles were being 
wired in an early stage of construction which, althouch a 
grent advantage in many respects, gave an impression of 
inaccessibilitv in the case of the development of a fault. 
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Among the many vehicles undergoing finishing touches were 
cars for Birmingham and other Midland towns. There were 
also two or three of the latest type of L. G. O. C. bus with 
wide bodies and side rails in lieu of straps. The last depart- 
ment to be visited was the transformer shop, where various 
points of interest were noted. The largest transformer in 
hand was а 6,250-K.v.A., 3-phase type. The highest voltage 
transformer previously made by the Brush Co. had a pressure 
of 75,000 volts, but one at present under construction will be 
capable of dealing with 150,000 volts. The largest contracts 
for transformers in hand for use with rotary converters are 
32,000 Kk. v. A. in 38 units, for the B.T.H. Co., and 21,259 k. vA. 
in 24 units, for the С.Е. Co. An order for 48 standard trans- 
formers, With a total capacity of 24,000 k. v. A., is being exe- 
cuted for the Yorkshire E.P. Co. In addition to winding, 
testing, &c., the company also makes the cases for its trans- 
formers, two old-type ** guillotines’’ being used for corrugat- 
ing the sheet iron which is built up and welded at the joints 
һу oxv-acetylene apparatus. 

Upon the conclusion of the tour of inspection, the visitors 
eat down to a high ten, provided by the management, and 
votes of thanks were accorded to the Brush Co. for a very 
enjovable and instructive afternoon. The party left the works 
for Birmingham at about 6 o'clock. 


r T = 


THE INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERS. 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


THe annual report of the Council of the Institution for the 
year 1919-20 shows that the membersh.p at April 15, 1920, 
amounted to 8,017, а net increase of 94 on last year's figure; 
ıt consisted of nine Hon. Members, 1,587 Members, 4,172 
Associate Members, 620 Graduates, 1,152 Students, and 447 
Associates. One hon. member, Prot. Hendrik Antoon Lorentz, 
of Leyden University, Holland, was elected during the year. 


The military honours and distinctions arising out ot the 


war that have been awarded to members during the year 
numbered 171. 

The death of 55 members during the year is to be deplored, 
of whom nine laid down their lives on naval or nulitary service. 
A service in meimcry of the members of the engineering 
profession who gave their lives in the war was held at West- 
minster Abbey on June 18th, 1915. The number of depen- 
dents of fallen members whose circulnstances would warrant 
assistance from the War Memorial Fund is negligible, with 
the result that a larger proportion of the amount subscribed 
will be available for a suitable memorial in the Institution 
building. The book of biographies and portraits of members 
who gave their lives in the war is in active preparation. 

Owing to the limited number of vacancies reported, the 


Electrical Appointments Board has decided that, for the pre- 


sent, members who have served in H.M. Forces shall continue 
to receive primary consideration. 

On December 3lst, 1919, the capital account of the Bene- 
volent Fund of the Institution stood at £25,709, and the 
accumulated income at 41,750. The donations and subscrip- 
tions to the fund in 1919 amounted to £537. In the course 
of the year 24 grants were made, amounting to £291. 

On behalf of the Institution the Council has aecepted a 
benefaction from a donor who desires to remain anonymous 
during his lifetime; it consists of the transfer to trustees 
for the Institution, as а thank-offering to God for mercies 
vouchsafed to the donor during the war, of a sum of £2,000 
5 per cent. War Loan stock on the following terms: The 
interest on the stock to be applied in such a way as the 
Council in its uncontrolled discretion may think fit (a) in 
the first place, to assist the education of one, or more, of 
those of our countrymen, not being a conscript, who has 
served overseas during the great war, and who 1s anxious 
to enter the profession of electrical engineering, and (b) in the 
second place, and subject thereto, to promote general elec- 
trical research. 

The Council haa rescinded the suspension of the associate 
membership examination rules, and in future, unless other- 
wise exempt, candidates will be required to pass the examina- 
tion. In the case of applicants who have attained the age 
of 35, the Council may in its discretion dispense with the 
examination and the thesis. 

Arrangements are being made for a deputation of the 
Council to wait on IT. M. Commissioner of Works to urge the 
necessity for early reinstatement in the Institution building. 
The return of the Institution to its own premises will compel 
special reconsideration, of financial provision for the future, 
and some increase In the subscriptions may have to be pro- 
posed. 

During the year 67 books and pamphlets were presented 
to the reference library by members and others. The lending 
library is available to those who wish to borrow books, and 
during the year 667 books were issued to 300 borrowers, the 
corresponding figures in the previous vear being 497 and 205 
respectively. The catalogue is under revision. A number 
of valuable acquisitions have been made to the museum during 


the year, notably from the laboratory of the late Sir William 
Crooks, O.M. 


The ordinary meetings held in London have been well 


‘attended; 17 ordinary, 18 Council, and 121 committee meet- 


ings were held during the year. The papers read during 
the session numbered 32, and 17 lectures were delivered at 
territorial and sub-centres, besides which five papers not read 
at meetings were published in the Institution Journal. 

During the session the president visited each of the terri- 
torial and sub-centres in Great Britain, and also the sub- 
centres at Liverpool and Sheflield. Sub-centres were formed 
at Aberdeen, Dundee, Liverpool, Preston, Loughborough, and 
Sheffield. Ihe meetings held by territorial centres numbered 
35, and those held by sub-centres 22. 

The Wireless Section of the Institution was formed in the 
spring of 1918; it has held eight meetings, at which the 
average attendance was over 140. The Council has drawn 
up rules for conducting the business of the section, which 
come into operation at the beginning of next session. 

The Intormal Meetinzs Committee has reported satisfac- 
torily; eight meetings were held at which the attendance 
ranged up to 80, and a suecessful smoking concert was held 
in March, 1919. The meetings are now held fortnightly. 

Since the armistice the Students’ Sections have shown con- 
siderably Increased activity, and a new Students’ Section has 
been formed in connection. with the Liverpool Sub-centre. 
The total namber of Students’ meetings was 27, m addition 
to a number of visits to works. 

The scholarships awarded by the Coancil included three 
David Hughes, three Saloinons, and one Paul scholarships, 
all tenable for one vear, the former being cf the value of 
£50, and the latter of £25. This is the first occasion on which 
effect has been given to the Council's decision to extend the 
scope of the David Hughes and Salomons scholarships by 
opening them to students in the provinces. 

A local centre of the Institution has been established for 
Argentina, with headquarters at Buenos Aires. 

The National Electrical Proving House Committee's report 
has been considered by the Board of Trade, and in the sum- 
mary of the Government's proposals published in August, 1919, 
the matter was referred to as follows: "It is proposed to 
set up at the Board of Trade a Department of Standards, (1) 
to promote and co-ordinate standardisation generally, and (2) 
to establish and administer such testing institutions as may 
be found necessary, and authorise and, so far as may be 
required, supervise the testing work carried out by technical 
institutions, trade organisations, or private concerns.” 

The efforts of the Institution Patents Committee to obtain 
certain improvements in the patent law were continued in 
association with other institutions in connection with the 
passing through Parliament of the new law (Patents and 
Designs Act. 1919), with the effect that certain modifications 
were made, but on the whole the result was disappointing. 

During the session several deputations representative of 
electricity supply, and organised by the Institution, were 
received by the Controller of Coal Mines with regard to coal 
prices and supplies, and giving to the consumer the benefit 
of the rebate on coal used for domestic purposes. From the 
point of view of electricity supply stations the question of 
coal prices and supplies is still on a very unsatisfactory basis, 
and the Council is to make further representations to the 
Government departments interested. 

The committee appointed to report on regulations for over- 
head power lines (excluding tramway working conductors) will 
shortly present its first report to the Council. | 

The Civil Engineers’ Registration Bill, promoted by the 


‘Institution of Civil Engineers, received the attention of the 


Council and of a special committce during the period under 
review. It is not the intention of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers to proceed with the Bill in the present session of 
Parliament. 

The heavy cost of publication has prevented the publica- 
tion of valuable matters which would otherwise have appeared 
in the Journal. With the object of making the Journal of the 
greatest value to the members a Committee of the Council 
has under consideration the question of its future form, and 
whether with a view to economy it should be divided into 
sections of interest to various groups and circulated accordingly. 

The Council has decided to undertake a complete revision 
of the wiring rules. The committee has been strengthened 
by an additional representative of the Electrical Contractors’ 
Association and by a representative of the Association of Super- 
vising Electricians. 

The regulations for the electrical equipment of ships were 
published in September. 1919, and were favourably received. 

Lloyd's Register of Shipping is to issue a new set of elec- 
trical regulations for work done under its survey, and has 
embodied in them the Institution's regulations. During the 
year one meeting was held of the Standing Sub-com- 
mittee, when an important discussion took place on the status 
of sea-going electricians, with the result that the Council 
communicated the follawing resolution to the Board of Trade: 
‘That in view of the growth in the use of electrical power 
on ships, it would he desirable that the Board of Trade 
should consider the advisability of holding examinations and 
granting certificates to ашу qualified electricians on sea-going 
ships.“ The Council also expressed willingness to prepare an 
examination scheme, if required. 

During the past year a large expansion has taken place in 
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the work of the electrical eection of the British Engineering 
Standards Association. Considerable progress has been made 
with many iuatters of great importance to the electrical in- 
dustry. ihe closest posible co-operation with the Electrical 
Research Committee 15 assured, and some of the B.E.S.A. 
panels have taken steps in conjunction with that committee 
to inaugurate the necessary research work, particularly with 
practice of radiography. 

The organisation oi the Electrical Research Committee is 
now nearly complete. ‘The researches already in hand have 
been brought into full activity, and a comprehensive pro- 
bamme dor the future has been prepared. Ihe researches 
initiated by the Institution are being continued under the 
control of the Committee, and arrangements аге in hand for 
в rapid extension of programme. 

The draft memorandu and articles of association of the 
proposed Society of Radiographers have been approved by the 
Board of Trade. ‘The principal objects of the society are to 
ensure that only adequately trained radiographers are еш- 
ployed in electroinedical work, and to promote the science and 
practice of radiography. ; 

The Council was asked by the Ministry of Munitions in 
1916. to nominate a representative of the Institution to serve 
upon the Nitrogen Products Committee. The Institution’s 
representative was appointed chairman of the Power Sub-com- 
пее of the Nitrogen Products Committee, and a letter of 
appreciation has been received from the Ministry of Munitions 
acknowledging the services which the Institution rendered in 
this important work. 

In response to a request from the Ministry of Transport, 
the Council has nominated members to represent the Institu- 
tion on the advisory panels from which committees of the 
Ministry are selected. 

The annual accounts show that there is a margin to the 
200d on the revenue account for 1919 of £1,495, which amount 
compares with £1,270 in 1918. an increase of £924. The assets 
stand at £141,212, against liabilities of £43,222, le ing a 
surplus of £97,990, an improvement of £6,241 on last year's 
figures. 

The annual report of the Committee of the London Students’ 
Section states that the Council considered all Students’ papers 
read in the vears 1915-19 for the revival of the award of 
remiums, which was made at the end of last session as 
ollows :—A premium of £10 to Mr. К. L. Sinith-Rose, B.Sc., 
and premiums of £5 each to Messrs. A. G. Everett, R. T. 
Fleming, R. Gates, E. A. Guthrie and A. G. Ramsey. In 
future the Council has decided to award three premiums of 
the value of £15 each. In the present session these have been 
awarded to Messrs. C. E. Webb, B.Sc., E. T. Norris and J. 
Scott-Taggart, M.C. The British Electrical and Allied Manu- 
facturers’ Association has offered prizes of £10 each for papers 
by Students suitable for publication in the B. E. A. M. A. Journal. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Masses. Szrron-Jones, O' DMI Амр 
STEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


12,156. * Electrolytic manufacture. of metallic sulphides for use as vulcanis- 
ing pigments.” C. O. Guirrirn. May 3rd. 

12.169. Electric machines for perforating designs in paper, leather, 
fabrics, &с.” H. H. GU. ST RT and J. H. Morey. May 3rd. 

12.181. Means for operating diaphragm horns." J. Etciuris. May 3rd. 

12.182. Electric switches.“ J. Eren s. May 3rd. 

12.215. Apparatus for self-regulation of dynamos running at varsing 
speeds." А. Н, BLZ ARD. May 3rd. 

12,222. 9% үг piugs." J. lacono and S. E. Pace. May 3rd. (United 
States, Noventher 27th, 1918.) 

12.225. Devices for controlling electric discharges through gases and 
vapours and methods of operating said devices." unis Тиомљок-Носѕтом 
Со. (General Electric Co.). May 3rd. 

12,223. ** Time-controlled. cireuit-controllers," G. I., Hasa. Maw 3rd. 


12.231. Means for arranging electrodes in vacuum tubes" EptsoN. Swan 
Er&crkic Co. and J. Scort-Taccart, May 3rd. 

12.263. "'' Electrodes for electric batteries, &c." A. Poucuais. Мау 3rd. 
12,264. '' Negative electrode for electric accumulators.” A. Poccums. May 
3rd. i | 

13373. '' Fittings or sockets for electrical conduits." J. Јасскк. May 4th. 

12.275. ^'' Electric light. fittings.” W. S. T. Нако. May 4th. 

12.279. Electric lanterns.” ErANDEM Co. and А. II. Мастам. May 4th. 

12.285. [Indicator for electric. bells.“ C. Loveksipor, May 4th. 

12.291. Telephone systems.“ Астоматіс TELErtHONE MANUEACTURING Co. 
(Automatic есте Co.). May 4th.“ 

12.305. t" Magneto motor." D. Stcnostiwer. Mav 4th. 

12.307. © Arrangement for production of sustained electrical. vibrations for 
wireless telephony and telegraphy, &c." Soe. INDEPENDANTE DE TFLEGRAPHIE 
љам Fit. May sth. (France, November Sth, 1919.) 

12.312. Telephone systems.“ WesteRs Fxrectric Со. May 4th. (United 
States, May 5th, 1919.) | 

12,332. “ Electric switches, &c." H. E. ОоххинокхЕ. May 4th. 

12.334. Air-cooled electric motors.“ M. J. Fetz. M. Stamm and H. 
Tucker. May 4th. 

12.338. Remote-control circuit-breakers, &c.“ J. Hatt. Mav 4th. 

12.342. High-voltage distributors for electrical ignition apparatus.’ 
Ges. Brows, Boveri r1 Cre. May dth, (Switzerland, Мау lth. 1919.) 

12.343. Arrangement of distributor brush-holderg in magnfeto-tenition 
apparatus for internal-ombustion engines." — SCINTILLA, May fin, (switzer. 
land, Мау 15th, 1919.) 

12.94. Thermoctatic upparatus.“ W, Moon and J. Kiki (executors of 
C. E. Hrarson). May 4th. 

May qn, 


» 


Акт, 


19,858, '' Devices for cooling electric machines," Р. EHRMANN 
(France, April 4th, 1918.) 


12,372. '' Electric crucible ovens.” (Italy, April 
25th, 1919.) = 

18,375. Starting devices for internal-combustion engines." R. Boscu Акт. 
Gss. May áth. (Germany, February 13th, 1915.) 

12,389. Electric cooking apparatus." S. Рьнстүл (De Mattetis Broiler 
System Co.). May 4th. 

12.402. Electric operated hainmers." S. W. M. Koirock. May 4th. 
12,407. '' High-speed telegraphy.” J. Swinsurxe. May 50%. 

12,435. '' Vacuum-cleaner electric cord take-up. B. J. Tamarın. May 3th. 
12,439. Electrically-driven winches.” W. H. Scott. May Sth. 

12,456. '' Electrochemical de-rusting and cleaning process."  Ewgsco, Lrp. 
May th. 

2,475. '"Reversing of alternating current shunt motors.“ SIEMENS- 
SCHUCKERTWERKE. May th. (Germany, April 8th, 1914.) 

12,476. Methods of transmitting wireless messages. SIEMENS & HALShe 
Акт. Ges. Мау oth. (Germany. April 24th, 1918.) 

12.350. ''blecirie. vehicles." R. Stam. May oth. 

12.48 1. Electric. furnaces.” Briss Тномѕом-Носьтох Co. and G. J. 
Rawu. May oth. 

12,482. '' Slow-motion devices for electric rheostats and controllers.” 
British THomson-Hocuston Co. and J. Sccprs. May oth. 

12.488. *'' Directing electric waves in wireless telegraphy, &c.“ F. J. В. 
Сатисалкт. May oth. 

12,206. '' Telephone exchange systems.’ 
(United States, August I7th, 1916.) 

12.515. Starting device for internal-combustion engines." R. Bosch Акт. 
Ges. May Sth. (Germany, July 14th, 1915.) i 

12,522/3. “ Electrical contact-makers for steering-wheels of motor-vehicles."' 
J. L. Scott. May 5th. 

12.525. Telephones." T. M. Inman and THe RELAY AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE 
Со. Мау doth. 

12.529. Electric tail lamps for motor cars, &c." E. Jonas. May 6th. 
12.533. Electric switches," E. CuNNiNGHAM. May 6th. 

12.949. '' Protective apparatus for alternating-current systems." 
GARRARD, А. E. McConr and A. H. Ratuinc. May 6th. 

12.567. Electrodes for secondary or storage batteries." J. M. Aux. 
May 6th. 

12.84. Means for insulating circuits and for supply of electricity to cir- 
cuits." A. R. ANGUS. May 6th. 

12.586. Method of fixing electrodes to énsulators of sparking plugs. W. 
R. Magsuari.. May 6th. 

12,592. “ Electric tumbler switches." W. Maxcnester and M. J. Rarna. 
Mav 6th. 

12.543. *'' Recording mechanism for electrical sign telegraphs.” H. К. 
Harkis. May Gth. à 

12.599. Method of driving electric centrifugal machines having mechancial 
unloaders." W. Hust (S. S. Hepworth & Co. and E. M. Mackintosh). May 6th. 
12.616. Manufacture of electric wires and cables." Н. Desacce. May 6th. 
(France, December 23rd, 1919.) 

со “Electric tramway safety guard for trolley." J. & R. F. EIIIS. 
May 7th. 

12,602. *'' Electro-de position of iron allovs." S. O. Cowrrk-Corgss. May 7th. 
12.669. Electrical fuses.” F. Winter. May 7th. 

12.670. Electrical terminals.“ F. Warr. May 7th. 

12.678. Impro ing cutting qualities of razor blades, &c., by electricity." 
T. F. Gaynor. May 7th. 

12,682. '' Means for amply ing sounds of receivers of telephonic, &c.. in- 
struments.” F. H. Gorprcter. May 7th. 

12,701. “ Process of manufacture of perborates by electrolysis." H. G. C. 
FAIRWEATHER (Fredriksstad Elektrokemiske Aktieselskabet). May 7th. 

12,712. “ Means for advancing and retarding spark in internal-combustion 
engines." С. A. VaxprERvELL & Co. and W. С. Warp. May 7th. 

12.716. X-ray plates." A. L. LANDAU and L. A. Levy. May 7th. 

12.717. Systems of electric ship propulsion." Britis) Тномѕок-Носѕток 
Co. (General Electric Co.). May 7th. 

12.718. Electric heating devices." Britisn Тномѕом-Носѕток Co. (General 
Electric Co.). May 7th. 

12.720. Means for drying ink and discharging electricity in printing.“ W. 
H. Снагмам. May 7th. 

12.754. Means for transmitting electric current to electrically-driven motor 
vehicles.“ С. G. L. Juper. Мау 7th. 

12.775. Electric. gramophone." A., S. T., W., апа W. J. Keast. Мау 8th. 
12,788. Sparking: plugs. H. B. Ransom and F. J. S. Tuowson, May 8th 
12.798. Portable electric lamps." J. H. Berry and D. W. Jons. May &Һ. 
12.808. High-frequency signalling systems." Britis Тномѕок-Носѕтох 
Co, (General Electric Co.). May 8th. 


C. Soncini. May 4th. 


* 


WksrkkN Evectric Co. May Sth. 


C. C. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


A910. 


15.468. MIN EILESS TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. British: Thomson-Houston Co. 
(General Electric Co.). October 30th, 1916. (141,388.) 


1917. Ы 


6.932. ELECTRIC MOTOR CONTROL SYSTEMS, British Thomson-Houston Ca. 
(General Electric Co.). May DIoth, 1917. 141. 7.) 


2918. 


20,557. RI. uA SIGNALLING SYSTEMS. McKenzie, Holland & Westinghouse 
Power Signal Со. and T. J. Hornblower, December 10th, 1918. (141.402. 
20.757. ELFCTRICAM. FIRING OF EXPLOSIVE MINES. J. I.. V. da Cruz. Decem- 
ber 17th, 1918. (141,404,) 
2919. 


396. Miners’ sarery caves. G. & J. Oldham. January 6th, 1919. (141.409 ) 

1,115. SPARRING PLUGS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. V. Joly. Janv- 
ary oth, 1919. (141,455.) 

6,760. Exveciric TRANSFORMERS, H. S. Binns and Ferranti, Ltd. March 
sth, 1919. (141.480.) 

7.102. Акс cames. S. E. Crick. March 21st, 1919. (141,483.) 

13.290. Sparkinc тисс. W. U. R. Goreham. May 27th. 1919. (141.539.) 

14,409. MIXED MANUAL AND MACHINE-SWITCHING TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEMS, 
AND THE DESIGNATION OF SUBSCRIBEKS LINES THEREIN, Western Electric Co. and 
G. Deakin. June 6th, 1919. (141,550.) 

15.335. MEANS FOR MOUNTING ELECTRODES EMPLOYED IN THE PREVENTION OF 
CORROSION IN STEAM BOILERS, CONDENSERS, AND THe LIKE. А. S. Gush. June 
18th, 1919. (141,559.) 

17.916. EuürcikicaL FIRE-ALARM. systems. E. C. R. Marks (Spardon Elec- 
trical Products Co.). July 9th, 1919. (141.577) ` 

18.027. APPARATUS FOR CONVERTING DIRECT ELECTRIC CURRFNT INTO  HIGH- 
FREQUFNCY ALIFRNATING CURRENT. А. W. Dale. July 18th, 1919. (141.584 

18,522, WIRFIESS DIRECTION-FIKDING APPARATUS, С. K. Chandler. July 25th, 
1919. (141.597 .) 

19.977. Exrcrric rwircurs. E. M. Hewlett. October 3156, 1918. (134,519.; 

93.345, SkMDING-KIVS FOR ELECTRIC TE] EGRAPHS. H. Roberts ond F. J, 
Matson, February 19th, 1919. (Divided applicatlon on 18.359.) (141.004. 

99,140. MOULDS Fou ТИЙ MANUPACTURR OF ASS IN SC ATU BPARKING PLO OY 
а i two C., E. Gerbaud,— Noygmler ad, 1818. 
( ' ) 
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Telegraphic 


LITHOLITE 
INSULATORS, Ltd. 


65—57, Haokney Grove, London, E. 8. 
Phone and Telegrama : Dalston, (92, London: 


FIREPROOF ANO OTHER GRADES 
ESTsBLISHED NEARLY 20 YEARNS. 


ELECTRIC INSULATION. 
NON-HYGROSCOPIC. 
FIREPROOF. 


Phone: 
Southall 


SMEET 
and 
MOULDINGS. 
THE SILUMINITE 
INSULATOR Co.,Ltd., 
Tho Green, Southall, Middiesex. 
See Large Advt. page xxv. 


FERGUSON, 
PAILIN, 
LIMITED, 


EDI RD 51 : і 
Hr b. 
| MANCHES TR T] 
INSTRUMENTS, CIRCUIT-BREAKEBS, 
AUTO-CUT-IN & CUT-OUTS. 


= Record Electrical Co., 3 


BROADHEATH. MANCHESTER. 
TELEPHONE: 164 ALTRINCHAM: 


BROOK 


ЭМЕ, TWO and THREE-PHASE 


MOTORS. 
See Sup. 46. 


SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST Р. MOY, LTD., 


Manufacturing Electrical Engineers and 
Government Contractors, 


3REENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 


‘Cantie’ Switches 
NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 
THE "CANTIE" SWITCH CO., LTD. 


LEIGHTON STREET, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


™ SAXONIA 


ALWAYS GREENWICH, S.E. 


ALL BRITISH 


| FLEXIBLE CABLES. 


Advertisement Index. see page xxxii. 


^8, MAY 28, 1920. 


TE HILL, E. C. 4. 
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FOREIGN CAPITAL IN GERMANY. 


As it is asserted to be difficult to raise fresh capital in 
Germany, the Germans seem to be inclined to welcome the 
investment of foreign capital in their industrial under- 
takings, provided that their national character is maintained 
and adequate safeguards are adopted to ensure the continu- 
ance of a majority of the votes in Teutonic hands—as, for 
instance, by endowing specified blocks of sbares with mani- 
fold voting powers or the creation of preference shares for 
this purpose. In the case of the impending issue of shares 
by the A.E.G., of Berlin, the amountof 25,000,000 marks has 
been taken over by an American group at a price which would 
probably not exceed 1,500,000 marks in normal times, and 
further transactions are said to be in prospect. At the recent 
extraordinary general meeting of the A.E.G., the names of the 
American purchasers were not mentioned, but an American 
copper and banking group (Guggenheim-Kuhn-Loeb group) 
are stated to be the buyers. In this connection a French 
contemporary, apparently anxious to ascertain whether the 
General Electric Co. of the United States was a party 
to the operation, has received a cable from New York in 
the negative. Naturally, in view of recent international 
developments in the electrical industry, the French were 
highly desirous of being satisfied on this point, the denial 
in question having been given, it is said, by the General 
Electric Co. itself. 

Herr Karl F. von Siemens, addressing the shareholders at 
the recent meeting of the Siemens & Halske Co., when it 
was decided to increase the share capital from 68 to 126 
millions of marks and to confer 30-fold voting rights on 
the 9,500 shares held by the Siemens family, is reported to 
have stated that it was necessary to interest foreign 
capitalists in German industry, and the electrical industry, 
in particular, had still many duties to perform in connection 
with the scarcity of coal. It was, however, only possible to 
prevent foreign control by means of preference shares having 
a dominating voting power. Coming to consider the 
question of current business, the chairman remarked that 
definite predictions could not be made; prices and wages 
changed day by дау; at the moment new wages demands 
had been put forward which exceeded by far those made 
previously. But an assured peace was desirable, as the 
exchange was more favourable to the Germans, and would 
probably steadily improve to the point of intersection of 
the internal and external purchasing power of their 
money if they correctly took cognisance of the present 
period and supported the improving movement by increased 
production, that is, by higher efficiency. As a consequence, 
everything should be avoided which would further depreciate 


the internal purchasing power of money. When they had 
reached the point of intersection, difficulties in exports 
would take place, and already the inland prices of 
electrical engineering products exceeded the world’s 
market! prices. The speaker blamed the rise in the 
prices of iron and steel as being the principal cause which 
had led to this effect. The requirements for electrical 
manufactures throughout the world would continue for a 
long time forward, but the demand had fallen off owing to 
the high priees resulting from reduced production in 
general. | | 
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бн So much has already been said in the i THE leading feature of -the proceedings 
теста phis. columns of the public Press, including our 5 at the dinner of the B. E. A. M. A., last 


own, and so many resolutions have 
been passed by representative trade and commercial bodies 


the world over on the subject of providing an up-to-date . 


and efficient Imperial Telegraphic system, that it may seem 
almost unnecessary to revert to the subject at this date. 
The policy of our Government in the past has been to 
appoint Imperial Departmental Committees and Sub- 
Committees to make a study of the existing conditions and 
recommendations for their betterment. Their reports are 
shelved and possibly forgotten as each new Government 
Chief is promoted to another field of activities, and it is 
left.to men who have the interests of the Empire at heart, 
the Press and others, to keep interest in the subject alive, 
and to remind their successors in office of the nation’s 


desires. 

For the maintenance of an Empire like ours, it will be 
agreed that two things are necessary and of paramount 
importance, viz. :—Steamsbip and telegraphic facilities. 
Without these the guarding of our enormous interests and 
the proper expansion of the productive capacity of our 
world-wide colonial possessions is rendered practically 
impossible. The lack of these facilities makes trade and other 
relations between the Mother Country and her children 
most difficult, and profitable transactions are diverted to 
foreign countries and make our peoples across the seas to a 
large extent economically dependent on them. For 
strategic reasons alone the call for world-wide and all-red 
Imperial communications is so strong and well known that 
the necessity for emphasising their urgency should not exist, 
but so many important problems have to be faced by our 
legislators at the present time that the policy of making 
the Empire telegraphically self-contained may be permitted 
to remain in abeyance, and for this reason we again call 
attention to it. The need for prompt action is imperative 
in view of our late experiences, and for the purpose of 
maintaining the Imperial spirit which so largely assisted us 
to victory. 

At one time the controlling centre of telegraphs was 
undoubtedly London, but changes occurred as other 
countries adopted a national policy, and laid their own 
cables and erected their own high-power wireless stations, 
freeing themselves to that extent from dependence on 
British-owned lines, and steps in that direction are still 
being taken. It is, therefore, essential that no weakening 
of our existing network or failure to strengthen and expand 
it be permitted: Nor should the control of our lines be 
permitted to pass into foreign hands. Unfortunately, 
British Atlantic and West Indian cable companies have 
heen allowed to pass under the ownership and management 
of American companies, and while the United States is a 
friendly nation, yet with the expansion of her diplomatic 
and trade interests, political complications may very well 
arise whereby such ownership may injuriously affect our 
interests. The lessons of the Spanish-American War, when 
the telegraphic correspondence of all British West Indian 
Islands, except Jamaica, was censored and delayed by the 
American authorities, who controlled the Key West cable 
route, should not be forgotten. All German cables were 
cut on the declaration of the European war, and had it 
not been for her high-power wireless stations, (rermany 
would have been completely isolated. The United States 
has established a large number of these stations, and is 
rapidly building more, and eventually communication by 
wireless will be available to all European countries, South 
America, &c. Other countries are also going ahead in this 
direction. High-power wireless stations are as essential to 
a country as ships and aeroplanes, and our legislators should 
lose no time in supplying the necessities of our Empire in 
the way of cables and wireless stations. It will not need 
much investigation or study to decide what shall be done, 
but we hold the opinion very firmly that much has been left 
undone in the past, and that leeway has to be made up, and 
that rapidly. 


week, was the optimism of Sir John Snell, 
who made on that occasion, we believe, his first public 
speech since his appointment as Chief Commissioner. As 
a result of—or, as a later speaker implied, in spite of—the 
attentions of no fewer than seven Departmental Committees 
since 1916, Sir John said, the Electricity Supply Act had 
been passed“ the great charter of electricity — and the 
electrical industries were on the brink of an era of 
unimagined prosperity. We earnestly hope that his view 
is correct; every indication certainly points in that 
direction, and, as has happened before, whether other 


‘industries thrive or languisb, the electrical industry is 


inherently certain to develop. The Utopia is placed by 
Sir John at five to ten years hence; in the mean- 
time, the Commissioners are straggling with the accumu- 
lated arrears of five years, and appeal for the patience 
and forbearance of the industry. We are sure that they 
have the sincere sympathy of all electrical men, and will do 
their utmost to get the machine into full operation. Apart 
from the routine duties of various other departments and 
bodies which have fallen upon their shoulders, we venture 
to urge them to settle the broad principles as quickly as 
possible ; in particular, we would again draw their attention 
to the case of the small isolated stations, and the urgent 
need for these to know where they stand,” so that they 
can at once get on with the extensions that are urgently 
called for. The revision of the various codes of regulations 
is also a matter of most pressing importance, particularly in 
respect of the prehistoric and obsolete regulations for over- 
head mains, on which a committee has been sitting for some 
18 months, so that the ground must have been pretty well 
covered by now. Sharing out the country into districts is 
a matter of less urgency than the settlement of these 


questions, and if completely satisfactory solutions to them 


cannot be given at the moment, let us have the best approxi- 
mation to them that can be given now. 


AT the dinner above-mentioned, Mr. 
James Swinburne, who, unfortunately, is 
too seldom seen and heard at electrical 
gatherings nowadays, pleaded the cause of the salaried 
men with an earnestness and sympathy which commanded 
attention. In view of the commotion set up recently by an 
advertisement in our pages, which placed a technical officer 
on a pecuniary par with a fitter, and Mr. Swinburne's 
remarks, the arrival of a batch of papers from the Elec- 
trical Power Engineers’ Association this week, embodying 
particulars regarding the National Joint Board which is 
dealing with the case of the station men, and the schedules 
of wages agreed upon, is very timely. Tbe Board will 
play the part of a Whitley Council for the station technical 
and clerical staffs, which are otherwise unprovided for in 
this respect, having been omitted from that scheme by an 
extraordinary oversight. As we pointed out recent] y, it is 
incumbent upon all electricity supply authorities to accept 
the decisions of the National and District Joint Boards 
under this scheme ; they cannot expect their staffs to do so 
if they themselves do not. Whilst writing, we have received 
particulars of a dispute between Wimbledon Corporation and 
the National Joint Board, in which the Corporation turned 
down the recommendation of its own Electricity Committee 
that an award by the Board of an increase of salary of £30 
per annum, from January 1st, 1920, should be adopted. 

As we have already pointed out, the workers are not 
going to play at“ heads I win. tails you lose," to please 
the employers. Loyal compliance with the decisions of the 
Joint Boards is essential to industrial harmony. The 
electrical staff of the Corporation threaten to cease work оп 
Monday next; the Executive Council of the E. P. E. A. 
will support them, unless the decision of the Corporation is 
reversed, and who will blame them? Certainly we shall 
not. We hope, however, that wiser councils will prevail, 
and that peaceful methods will be found to settle the dispute, 
in which the Corporation of Wimbledon is in an utterly 
untenable position. 


The Station 
‚ Men. 
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A STUDY IN LOAD FACTORS. 


Based on an Experiment carried out by the Glasgow Corporation. 


By COUNCILLOR DENNY, Member of Glasgow Town Council. 


In August-September, 1918, Glasgow Corporation Electricity 
Department fitted up two tenement dwelling-houses with 
electrical apparatus for all domestic purposes. Ammeters 
were put in circuit in each case for record-keeping purposes. 
The rate of charge was on the basis of 44d. per B.O.T. unit 
for 70 unite, and 34. per unit for all further units con- 
sumed. In the one case the consumption for a year 
amounted to 10,052 units, and ths amount of the electricity 
bill for the year was £32. In the second case, the consump- 
tion for the same period was 10,981 units, and the bill £35. 

In the two houses in question no coal or gas was used for 
any purpose during the period of the experiment. It is 
estimated that had coal and gas heen used for the purposes 
covered by the electrical energy consumed, the cost would 
have been £16. The houses in question comprised two 
rooms, kitchen and bathroom in each case. Inone house the 
equipment consisted of :—One 3-Kw. oven with hot-plate 
on top; one 2-pint kettle ; one 1-Kw. immersion heater ; 
one smoothirg iron, 2-ampere : two 3-Kw. radiators ; one 
1-к\у. radiator; one 1°5-Kw. Belling fire. In the other 
house the apparatus consisted of :—Cooker ; two hot-plates ; 
one oven with top grill; one 2-pint kettle : three radiators ; 
one smoothing iron. 

Having established the fact by experiment that the use of 
electricity is entirely practicable for all domestic purposes, 
and knowing that electricity so used has many advantages 
from the point of view of health and convenience, it is 
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obviously a matter of urgent public concern to devise ways 
and means whereby electricity can be made available for all 
domestic purposes. 

The first consideration is cost. The difference between 
gas and coal and electricity must be substantially 
reduced. There are various suggestions forthcoming as to 
how this may be managed. In the first place, electricity 
supply concerns, whether municipally or company owned, 
need to be brought to see the possibilities of the domestic 
load in the improvement of load factor. We hope to show 
that it will pay the electrical undertakings to take a liberal 
view of the domestic consumer, and to cater for him in 
such a way as to lead him to use electricity for all purposes 
in the home. 

Electricity supply from the load factor point of view 
may be said to have had three phases. At first it was 
thought that electricity would always be mainly used for 
lighting, aud all the early legislation relative to electricity 
supply referred to lighting. The early Acts were all 
Electric Lighting Acts. At that time the lighting load 
represented the major portion of the total output, and the 
power load was a matter of minor concern. The develop- 
ment of the electric motor has changed all this, and elec- 
tricity supply is now in the second phase. The power load is at 
present the dominating factor in electricity supply, 
and lighting is comparetively negligible. But a 
third phase is now appearing: the domestic load is 
gradually being recognised as a serious competitor to the 
power load, and it has attractions to the supply undertaking 
which even the power load does not possess. The great 


advance in the manufacture of domestic appliances during 
the last few years has turned the scale in favour of the 
domestic load being better distributed and bigger than the 
power load. The experiment recently carried out by the 
electricity department of the Glasgow Corporation, already 
mentioned, has given conclusive confirmation of this impor- 
tant fact. In one house, the load extended over the full 
24 hours, while in the other it extended over 15 hours of 
the 24, whereas the power load normally is confined to 
10 hours per day. It does not seem to be clearly understood 
that the domestic load has greater possibilities than the 
power load. Glasgow, for example, it is estimated, has in 
the aggregate a power load equivalent to 1,000,000 H.P. ; 
and allowing for what is known as the diversity factor, the 
electricity department of the Corporation could supply that 
load with 400,000 Kw. of generating plant. On the other 
hand, after making allowances, there are 228,000 occupied 
houses in Glasgow. Taking these at 3] Kw. per house, we 
should require 721,000 Kw. of generating plant to meet 
their demand. Further, the output for power purposes, 
basing the estimate on 554 hours’ use of the maximum 
demand per week, would be 1,150 million units per annum, 
whereas the output for domestic supply, based on the above- 
mentioned experiments, would be 2,683 million unite. Thus 
the securing of the domestic load on the mains is at least of 
equal importance, as a commercial consideration, to that of 
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the power load, so far as the public supply of energy is con- 
cerned. If one extends the point of view from the cash 
nexus and the profit and loss account of electricity supply, 
to the question of public health, the whole problem takes 
on & fresh complexion, and arguments in favour of 
encouraging the use of electricity in the home are 
overwhelming. 'The advocacy of the importance of the 
domestic load in this connection is not to be construed 
as an attempt to minimise, or to throw cold water 
on, the power load. The industrial importance of an 
ample, cheap, and reliable supply of electrical energy 
is of the first national consequence. The present 
article is rather intended to show that the encouragement 
of the domestic load along with the development of the 
power load will beneficially affect both, and will tend to 
cheapen electrical energy to the whole body of consumers. 

The curve on fig. 1 shows an average week-day load on 
the Glasgow mains, and gives a load factor of 40 per cent. 
for the 24 hours. For the whole year the load factor was 
27 per cent. The output was 170 million units and the 
maximum demand 70,000 Kw., approximately one-sixth of 
the demand to be expected from the total power load of the 
city. 

Fig. 2 has been made by adding together the load curves 
of the two experimenta] houses and multiplying the addition 
by 8,000. The result is a maximum demand of 75,000 Kw. 
and an annual output of 185 million unite, the actual 
consumption being 169 millions. It will be seen, by 
reference to fig. 3, that the domestic load of 16,000 
houses—about one-twelfth of the number in the city— 
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would more than double the present output, with an 
addition of only 57 per cent. in plant capacity. 

Fig. 3 is a combination of figi 1 and 2. It shows an 
annual load factor of 55 per cent. as compared with the present 
load factor of 27 per cent., or 68 per cent. as compared with 
40 per cent. week day load factor referred to in fig. 1. | 

Fig. 4 shows the domestic curve multiplied by two, and 
superimposed on fig. 1, by means of which we obtain a curve 


FIG. 8. 


showing one-sixth of the possible obtainable load for power 
and domestic supplies. It will thus be observed that the 
main load runs up to 120,000 Kw., and extends over 18 
hours out of the 24, while the peaks average 14 hours’ 
duration and, multiplied by 4, give a total of 7 hours' use of 
the peak load per day. The comparative figures for the 
existing main load are 94 hours out of the 24, or Just 
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91 hours more than the new peak load, while the extent of 
the peak at present has an average of one hour's duration 
as avainst the new figure of seven mentioned above. 

When it is considered tliat no allowance lias been made 


for tramways, electrochemical processes, for the elec-- 


trification of general vehicular traffic, &c., it will be seen 
that the load could be made nearly uniform throughout the 


entire day, and thus reduce the standing charges to nil. 
Moreover, the economy in coal consumption through larger 
plant unite, together with reduced capital and labour charges, 
will further contribute to the possibility of reducing the 
price of electrical energy to all classes of consumers. eThe 
foregoing figures are also based on coal remaining at its 
present high price. Although the Glasgow experiments 
show annual bills of £32 and £35 per house, by the simple 
development of the industry on economic lines, it is not too 
much to expect that we should, at least, obtain electrical 
energy for domestic purposes at Id., instead of id., which 
would mean that the annual bill for electrical energy for all 
purposes in a working-class home would be £22 to £25, as 
against £16 for coal and gas. 

The question, therefore, is: Are the people prepared to 
purchase immunity from the dirt, dust, domestic drudgery, 
and atmospheric pollution, consequent upon the use of coal 
and gas, at the small extra cost of, say, 28. 6d. per week for 
electricity ? The present writer ventures to think that with 
the foregoing facta before them, the people of this country 
will unhesitatingly cast their vote in favour of the universal 
adoption of electricity for all purposes. 

Meanwhile, the nation ough’ to be prepared to take the 
opportunity of the large housing schemes at present under 
consideration to revolutionise currently accepted ideas with 
regard to lighting, heating, and cooking installations in 
domestic premises. In a word, the ideal in housing ought 
to be the chimneyless house which would solve along 
economic and sound commercial lines the whole problem of 
atmospheric pollution. 


SWITCHBOARD EXTENSION. 
By F. A. P. 


In the early days of electrical plant, the switchboard 
was merely a board upon which were mounted various 
instruments and switches symmetrically arranged, the 
back being usually a maze of loose wiring, making er- 
tension difficult. In the course of time, it.was divided 
up into separate panels, and each machine, &с., had 
all its gear mounted on one panel, so that extra panels 


Ее. 1. 


could be more conveniently added. Other arrangements 
more suitable for rough usage, now In vogue, consist 
of armoured units which can be placed side by side to 
form a complete switchboard. | 

Now these later arrangements аге a great improve- 
ment on the earlier boards, but the writer has yet to 
кее a really flexible arrangement carried out in practice. 
The average board has panels crowded on the back with 
apparatus and cables, and with busbars crossing һог1- 
zontally, making it practically impossible to extend, and 
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at the same time keep to the orderly arrangement of 
panels originally installed. When an alteration or ex- 
tension is required the board as a whole is unnecessarily 
complicated, say, by adding generator panels at the 
end of the existing board beyond the feeder panels, or 
vice-versa. ) 

Now, if all machines, feeders, &c., had their cables 
run to the nearest point on the wall behind the switch- 
board, or preferably on a separate frame mounted just 
clear of the wall; and were then cross-connected to their 
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particular control panel, a far more flexible arrange- 
ment would be obtained. The wall or back frame would 
be the permanent board, but the front frame would 
carry panels which could be«earranged. 

Referring to fig. 1, 4 is the back frame where all 
feeder or machine cables terminate, B is the switchboard 
proper which can be added to or any section moved if 
the cross connecting cables are lengthened or shortened 
to suit. If these consisted of standard lengths and 
sections of copper rod with clamping connectors, this 
could easily be done. | 

On the type of board e busbars would not 


cross the panels, but would have a panel to themselves, 
and need be only of sufficient length to take all the 
required connections. This need not necessarily entail 
extra expense in copper if the connecting лы take 
the shortest possible route. 

Another point is that the switchboard cannot usually 
be safely worked on when alive, chiefly owing to over- 
crowding. But it should be possible to do so, in order 
to avoid shutting down for this purpose, and the avoid- 
ance of crossing busbars would distinctly assist in this 
direction, combined with the use of box spanners well 
taped or insulated. Tee can be purchased very 
cheaply nowadays. 

The writer suggests that all boards should be made 
as simple at the back as on the front, and that rheostats, 
&c.; should not be mounted directly on the back unless 
one can easily get at the cable lugs. Where they are 
difficult of access a separate slate terminal block might 
very well be used. 

Frames should be of a uniforin size, say. 7 ft. 6 in. 
by 2 ft. 6 in., if the size of the largest apparatus will 
allow, and should have adjustable horizontal members. 
One wonders why the American system of tubular 
frames is not more often adopted, being simple to build 
up. extend, or dismantle. 

Some lengths of piping and a stock of fittings take 
up little space, and would be much appreciated by the 
engineer called upon to put up a temporary board for 
testing or other purpose, or a back and front frame 
might be made up, and kept in stock, ready to be joined 
up by two or more pieces of piping to make a box frame 
which would stand anywhere. Apparatus or slates could 
be hung on the tubing by simple hooks or clamps for 
temporary use, as in fig. 2. This frame would be used 
up in the main switcliboard when it was required to 
extend it. 

When we really do get our cheap electricity, extensions 
and alterations will be of more importance than they 
are, perhaps, at the present time, but the time will 
come, and users of power will be well advised to keep 
in mind this possibility when installing plant, and 
put in switchboards capable of some such flexibility as 
outlined above. 


HEAT TRANSMISSION AND BOILER EFFICIENCY. 


By EDWARD INGHAM, A. M. I. Mech. E. 


ALTHOUGH the question of heat transmission Шол 
n:etal plates is one of great importance to all engineers, 
and particularly to designers of steam) boilers, econo- 
misers, and feed water heaters, &c., very few subjects 
are so imperfectly understood. It is perhaps no exag- 
geration to say that comparatively few engineers are 
acquainted with the laws of heat transmission, and in 
the light of the numerous experiments and researches 
which have been made during recent years, this is a 
matter of surprise. A thorough knowledge of the subject 
is absolutely essential if improvement in existing designs 
of steain boilers and similar vessels is to be effected. 

In the early days of steam boilers, it was commonly 
believed that the efficiency of the heat transmission 
through a metal plate depended almost entirely on the 
nature of the metal, and on the thickness of the plates. 
Hence it was thought that, since copper was a better con- 
ductor of heat than steel, this metal, although inferior 
in tensile strength, was a more suitable material for 
the construction of a boiler. As time went on, and 
more experience of the working of steam boilers had 
been obtained, it was found that soot and dirt, scale and 
grease, offered a far greater resistance to the passage 
of heat from the furnace gases to the water in the boiler 
than did the plates themselves. 

The prevailing idea at the present time appears to be 
that the principal factor in preventing the free flow of 
heat from the hot gases to the water is scale, and figures 
are frequently given to show how seriously the efficiency 


of the boiler falls off if scale be allowed to accumulate 
on the plates. "Thus, it is stated by one authority that 
the percentage loss of fuel due to layers of scale 1/64 in., 
1,16 in., 3 in., and 4 in. thick are respectively 2 per 
cent., 9 per cent., 18 per cent., and 38 per cent. Too 
much reliance should not be placed on such figures, since 
so much depends upon the particular nature of the 
scale. They will, however, serve to show that scale is 
an important factor in reducing the efficiency of a 
boiler. In the same way, soot, being a very bad con- 
ductor of heat, has also a serious effect. The import- 
ance, therefore, of maintaining the plates clean on both 
the water side and the fire side cannot be too strongly 
urged. 

Supposing, however, the plates to be perfectly clean, 
the amount of heat which is actually transmitted through 
them under working conditions is surprisingly small. 
For example, the amount of heat which may be trans- 
mitted through 1 sq. ft. of clean plate per hour is given 
by the formula :— 


22 k (4, —t) 
q RC 
where g=the quantity of heat transmitted in Briitsh 
thermal units per hour. 
t,=the temperature of the hot side of the plate. 
t,=the temperature of the cooler side. 
T —the thickness of the plate in inches. 
k=a constant, which for mild steel is 450. 
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If we apply this formula to the furnace plates of, 
say, & Lancashire boiler, where the temperature of the 
hot gases is 1,400 deg. F., and the temperature of the 
water 350, we find that the heat transmitted per sq. ft. 
per hour through, say, }-in. plates, should be:— 


q = 50 Wee = 800 = 945,000 B.TH.U. 


Now in actual practice, the amount of heat actually 
transmitted will be only about 5,000 British thermal 
units per sq. ft. of heating surface per hour. It will 
be seen, then, that the heat actually transmitted through 
a boiler plate is only a very small fraction of the heat 
which would be transmitted through a clean plate of 
the same material and thickness, with the same tem- 
perature range. Evidently, in the case of a boiler, there 
must be present on the plates certain agents which are 
seriously impeding the free flow of heat from the hot 
gases to the water. It would appear that these agents 
comprise a stationary film of gas on the fire side, and 
a similar film of water on the water side. 

The experiments already referred to have served to 
show that if these stationary films, particularly the gas 
film, be removed, the heat transmission is enormously 
increased, and such removal may be effected by compel- 
ling the gases to move over the plates at high velocity. 
The generally accepted opinion amongst engineers has 
hitherto been that if a maximum of heat is to be ex- 
tracted from the furnace gases, the latter shall not be 
allowed to move too rapidly over the plates, and hence 
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designers have been inclined to arrange that the gases 
shall remain in contact with the hot surfaces long 
enough for them to give up as much as possible of their 
heat to the water. For example, it is sometimes argued 
that the brick-work flues of Lancashire boilers should 
be made of large sectional area in order that the speed 
of flow of the gases will be slow. There can, however, be 
по longer any question that if a high rate of heat trans- 
mission is to be obtained, the gases must flow rapidly 
over the hot plates. .. 

More than forty vears ago, Prof. Osborne Reynolds 
showed that the rate of heat transmission increases as 
the speed of flow of the gases increases, and a vear or 
two later, some experiments made in France proved that 
by closing up one-half of the tubes in a locomotive 
boiler, the heat transmission was ugain increased. 

The late Prof. Nicolson, of Manchester, after carrying 
out exhaustive experiments, concluded that the rate of 
heat transmission depended principally upon the pro- 
duct of the speed and the density of the gases, but that 
the average value of the gas and metal wall tempera- 
tures, the nature of the metal surface in contact with 
the gas, and the hydraulic mean depth of the tubes 
through which the gases passed, were also factors which 
influenced the rate of heat transmission. As the result 
of his experiments, he designed a boiler of a modified 


Cornish form, in which the gases were forced through 
the tubes at high velocity by means of a powerful fan. 
The boiler was, in fact, a forced draught steam plant, 
where the draught was an unusually high one. The rate 
of evaporation in this boiler was extremely high, higher, 
in fact, than had previously been obtained in any other 
boiler, but the efficiency was seriously reduced because 
a large amount of steam was consumed in driving the 
fan. Р 

From what has been said, it will be evident that the 
problem to be solved by boiler designers who desire to 
obtain a high efficiency is that of procuring a high speed 
of gas flow with the expenditure of only a small amount 
of power for whatever device is employed for forcing 
the gases over the heating surfaces. 

Many years ago, Prof. Perry, in his well-known book 
on the“ Steam Engine, stated that '' the surfaces of 
the metal wall must be scrubbed, the one with hot gases 
and the other with circulating water," and further, 
the best boiler will be one in which a flame or a 
hot gas tube surrounds or is surrounded by a water tube, 
the gas and water flowing fast in opposite directions.“ 

It will be seen that there is much scope for research 
and experiment on the part of boiler designers. 

It may be mentioned that the principle of high speed 
flow has been employed to great advantage in the design 
of certain feed water heaters. A well-known firm of 
engineers, who specialise on such apparatus, have de- 
signed what they term a high velocity heater," the 
result of experiments in which water was passed over 
the steam heated surfaces at a considerable velocity. 
It was found that the quantity of heat transmitted was 
very much greater when the flow was rapid than when 
sluggish. It is claimed for this high velocity heater 
that the feed water may be heated some 20 deg. F. higher 
than is possible with heaters of the ordinary type. 

Those who wish for further information on this im- 
portant question of heat transmission will find the sub- 
ject fully treated in a paper by Prof. Nicolson, entitled 
Boiler Economics and the Use of High Gas Speeds,”’ 
published in the Transactions of the Institution of En- 
gineers and Shipbuilders in Scotland, 1911. Although 
we are unable to discuss this paper here in detail, we 
have thought it advisable to reproduce a diagram (see 
fig. 1), which Prof. Nicolson has given to show the 
enormous effect of a stationary film of gas on a boiler 
plate in impeding the passage of heat from the 
furnace gases to the water in the boiler. It will be 
noted that the original temperature of the gases is 
taken to be a little over 2,000 deg. F., but the tempera- 
ture at the point of entering the plate has fallen to 
480 deg.. and at the other side of the plate, to 450 deg. 
A further drop then occurs, due to the presence of scale, 
the final temperature of the water being 340 deg. F., 
which corresponds to a steam pressure of approximately 
100 lb. per sq. in. gauge. According to Prof. Dalby, 
the fall in temperature due to the resistance of the 
gas film. is about 97 per cent. ; that due to resistance 
of the plate, 1 per cent. ; and the fall due to the resist- 
ance of the water film, 2 per cent. Evidently, so far as 
heat transmission is concerned, the resistance offered 
by the boiler plates is so slight that it is of practically 
no importance. 

e ыа 


Another Oil-Electric Yacht,—The Westinghouse Electric 
and Manufacturing Co. has been awarded the contract for supplying 
the electrical propulsion equipment for the yacht Guinivere, which 
is being built by George Lawley & Son Corp., Neponset, Maes, for a 
member of the New York Yacht Club. The Guinirrre is to be a 
three-masted schooner, with oil-electric auxiliary power, and will 
ре 195 ft. overall, 150 ft. water-line, and 32} in. beam. Her 
draught is 15 ft., and her displacement 642 tons. Her power plant 
is to consist of two six-cylinder, 350-B.P. Winton-Diesel oil engines 
of 225 R. P. M., each of which is directly connected to а 225-Kw., 
125-volt, D.C. generator. Each engine drives also, through a chain, 
a 15-KW. exciter, which supplies the field current for its generator 
and the propeller motor, and, in addition. power for other purposes. 
The propeller is connected through a clutch to a 550-H.P., 250 volt 
motor of 220 К.Р м. Normally, the two generators connected in 
series will supply current to the propeller motor, but the control is 
80 arranged that either can be used alone to operate the propeller at 
reduced speeds or in case of emergency.— Electrical News, Canada. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars vf new or improved devices and apparatus, whioh will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, 


A Liquid Motor Starter. 


Among the more recent developments of the GENERAL, 
ELECTRIC Co., Lro., Gg, Queen Victoria Street, E.C.4, is 
the liquid starter shown in fig. 1. This consists of a sheet 
steel tank, three earthenware chambers, top and bottom 
electrodes, operating gear, and accessories. The earthenware 
chambers, in which the electrolyte is placed, are enclosed in 
the tank, thus preventing lenkage should the earthenware 
be cracked. The cast-iron electrodes fitted to the lower 
ends of the chambers are connected through porcelain in- 
sulators to the cables from the rotor terminals. The insulat- 
ing bushes on the lower side of the bottom contacts are 
protected by a shield against anv leakage which might cause 
short circuits. The electrodes are supported on mild steel 


Fia. 1.—G.E.C. Liquip STARTER. 


rods, and connected together at the top with laminated copper 
strips. These dipping contacts make an efficient contact 
with the bottom electrode, and there is no residual resistance. 
To obviate flashing the starter is so designed that the elec- 
trodes are always immersed. The operating mechanism is 
provided with springs which are compressed as the hand- 
wheel is screwed down. At its lowest position the hand- 
wheel comes against a stop which prevents overwinding and 
ensures that neither the pots nor insulating bushes are over- 
strained. It is claimed for this starter that it is capable of 
starting a motor against twice full-load torque in 14 minutes 
three times every half-hour. 


A Watertight Tumbler Switch. 


The Di rA Evectrical CO., of Temple Courts, Temple Row, 
Birmingham, has recently placed on the market а 5-amp. 
tumbler switch which possesses the following features: [t is 
operated by an external dolly, as shown in fig. 2, and it is 


Kia. 2.—W aTFRTIGHT TUMBLPR Sw rTCH. 


wired without the removal of the interior. All external metal 
parts are in electrical continuity, so that it is impossible to 
sustain a shock when the switeh box is earthed. It is ren- 
dered watertizht by a packing washer between the lid and 
box. This washer is made of speciallv-treated asbestos, and 
is claimed to be acid, steam, and moisture proof. 


Baking Carbon Electrodes for Electric Furnaces. 


La Technique Moderne states. that French patent No. 
498,778/1918 has been granted to Det Norske Aktieselskab 
lor Elektrokemisk Industri Norsk Industri-Hypotekbank in 
respect of improvements designed to overcome the low initial 
conductivity which prevents the baking, by electricity, of 
mixtures of carbonaceous matter and binders forming elec- 
trodes for electrolysis or electric furnaces. The difficulty is 
that the initial conductivity of the formed electrode is so 
low that it is only possible to send through it a current of 
about 1 amp., whereas some hundreds or even thousands 
of amperes would be required to bake the waterial. The 
invention provides for the mixture of coke, graphite, tar, 
and’ pitch being formed in а mould round one or more iron 
or other metal rods extending the length of the mould. The 
current used for baking passes at first through the metal 
bars and gradually extends to the whole of the electrode 
as the conductivity of the latter inproves. The specification 
states that 20 electrodes in series may be connected to the 
secondary of a variable voltage, 920 amp., 110 volt trans- 
former. Commencing at 800 amps., the current is increased 
to 2,500 or 3.000 amps. during the final stages of baking. 
The baking occupies 25 to. 35 hours, and the electrodes are 
allowed to cool in the furnace for 36 hours. The size of elec- 
trode is not stated. 

Electrodes of this type for lofty metallurgical furnaces 
may be baked in situ if arrangements be made for continuous 
mixing and baking. Waste heat from the furnace then 
contributes to the baking. Fresh sections of electrode are 
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lic. 3.— ARRANGEMENT ron Bakina CARBON ELFCTRODES, 


moulded and baked to keep pace with the consuinption in 
the furnace. By employing the arrangement shown dia- 
grammatically in fig. 3 the current required for baking and 
the cross section of the metallic reinforcement in the elec- 
trode mav be reduced to a minimum. The furnace 4, charge 
B, lower electrode c, aud main transformer D are arranged 
as usual. The equipment for continuous moulding of the 
upper electrode is omitted for simplicity. Tue lower part of 
E is baked completely, and carries 18,000 amperes. The 
upper portion F is newly moulded, and is heated by 92.000 
amps. derived from the auxiliary transformer a. The rein- 
forcing bars L, and the connections M have only to carry 
2,000 amps. . 
Templet for Cutting Commutator Mica Segments. 


Counnutator micas are usually cut by first laying one of the 
segments on a sheet of mica and marking out the desired 
form, after which the segment is cut out with a pair of 
shears. This method, even at the very best, does not pro- 
duce segments that are of uniform shape. If a rigid con- 
struction of the commutator is to be obtained, not only must 


Fia. 4.— TEMPLET FoR Mica SEGMENTS. 


the insulating segments be of the proper thickness, but the 
V's in them must be uniform in shape and size, as also the 
part of the segment on the inside of the commutator. 

To obtain uniformity a templet. similar to that shown in 
the figure, may be used аз а uide in cutting the segments. 
It is made of a piece of 1/16 in. iron. bent in the shape 
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indicated. After this has been done the two sides of the 
templet are gripped in a vice and the V's cut the exact shape 
of those in the commutator for which the insulator is being 
cut. A notch is cut at А to indicate the maximum width 
of the mica, and another at B to give the minimum width. 
The mica is cut to the approxiinate width of the segments, 
and then the templet is filled tight with these strips. While 
being held in a vice, the insulating segments are cut to the 
required shape with a hacksaw. A notch is cut in the mica 
at A and B to give the maximum and minimum width, so 
that after the eegments are removed from the templet the 
excess material can be cut off with a pair of shears. The 
outside dimensions of the segments need only be approximate, 
aince the excess material can be removed when the com. 
mutator is turned down.—Power. 
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THE COMMERCIAL APPLICATION OF 
ELECTRICAL OSMOSIS. 


IN & paper bearing the above title, read before the 
Коул, SOCIETY or AkTs on May 19th, Messrs. J. S. Highfield, 
M. Inst. C. E., M. I. E. E., W. R. Ormandy, D. Sc., and D. 
Worthall-Laurie, F. I. C., put forward the results of practical 
work in this direction. The first part of the paper dealt with 
the definition of terms and the history of the study of matter 
in a colloidal state. After а brief general survey of the 
subject the paper was devoted to the application of the 
principles involved to the purification or practically the re- 
construction of clay. The late Count Schwerin demonstrated 
that the addition of small quantities of an alkali to a suspen- 
sion of clay in water resulted in the particles becoming highly 
mobile, and in the impurities such as pyrites, mica, &с., 
falling to the bottom of the vessel. The addition of an acid 
caused coagulation of the particles. Mr. Highfield proved to 
the audience by experiment that this was so. It was found 
that bodies in suspension in au electrolytic solution which 
tended to inove to the cathode required an acid electrolvte 
to bring about the necessary dispersion or peptisation, whereas 
bodies with a tendency toward the anode required a solution 
of an alkaline character. By means of a simple device, a 
copper anode in an alkaline solution in which clay was sus- 
pended. the principle was demonstrated, and the audience 
was shown how in a remarkably short space of time the 
anode became covered with a thick laver of purified clay. 
Photomicrographs taken by means of polarised light showing 
the osmosed material and the deposits of felspar, quartz, 
mica, &с., were exhibited. 

The cominercial development of the principle of osmosis 
was described. The machine used consists of a tank, containing 
in its lower part two paddles which keep the suspension 
in continual movement, and drive it in a steady stream 
between the cathode and anode. ‘The latter is a metal 
cylinder revolving at a speed of about one revolution in three 
minutes. The cathode surrounds the lower half of this 
cylinder, and there is a space of three-quarters of an inch 
between the two. A scraper is fixed against the direction of 
rotation of the anode and takes off the deposit to a chute 
over which the clay moves in a continuous ' blanket." 
Fresh clay suspension is introduced into the lower part of 
the trough in a continuous stream, and the effluent water is 
returned to be mixed with more clay. The action of the 
machine is as follows: The clay in suspension, passing 
through the perforated cathode, becomes negatively: charged, 
and immediately moves to the anode, while the water is 
attracted to the cathode forming a watery zone. Fresh clay 
entering the machine passes through this zone, and all the 
nupurities are washed away with the effluent from the 
machine. As the effluent invariably contains коше clay in 
addition it is taken to a settling tank, where the mica and 
other impurities settle out, and the rest of the effluent. ix 
then put into a mixing machine from which the osmosis 
machine is fed. The clay leaves the machine in the form 
of a sheet varying from one-quarter to опера of an inch 
in thickness containing a little water which, owing to the 
loose form of the material, is easily expelled. By means of 
such a machine with a cylinder five feet long and two feet 
in diameter a total of 1,000 tons of purified clay may be 
produced per annum. The working cost varies widely with the 
class of clay treated, the amount of energy required ranging 
from 20 to 70 B.O.T. units per ton of material produced. A 
sinall-scale working model was put into motion, and operated 
very. effectively. Another application of electro-osinosis was 
then described. This is a filter press which has been developed 
for the de-watering and purifying of many substances in a 
finely divided state. lu its simplest form the press consists 
of a series of chatubers into which the suspension is fed at 
a sufficient head to ensure a rapid filling. The chambers are 
closed in on both sides by filter cloths, but the latter are 
held in position by prooved or perforated metal or carbon 
plates, one forming an anode and опе a cathode. An elec. 
tial pressure of from 20 to 100 volts, depending on the 
substance being operated upon, is established between the 
plates. and the water is forced towards the cathode. Mate- 
rials fine enough to choke the ordinary filter press can by 
this means be de-watered, and the press can, therefore, be 


used for filtering clays and other colloidal materials which 
the ordinary press cannot deal with. | 

In the discussion which ensued upon the conclusion of the 
reading of the paper, Sir HERBERT JACKSON paid a glowing 
tribute to the results obtained by electro-osmosis in the pro- 
duction of purified clay. Owing to the high temperatures 
to which vessels made of this clay could be subjected, com- 
bined with a low sintering temperature, the manufacture of 
high-grade optical glass had been facilitated to a great extent. 

Mr. WALTER Hancock also spoke of the great advantages to 
be obtained from clay produced by this process in the pro- 
duction of optical glass, and said that after using the ore 
for so many centuries they had at last got down to the 
metal.“ 

Mr. MURRAY MORRISON predicted a large field of application 
of electro-osmosis in the near future. i 

Mr. PATCHELL referred to the fact that prior to 1910 the 
process was in use in Germany, but had been turned down "’ 
by this country chiefly on the part of Cornish manufacturers, 
whose methods were hard to change, especially as sales were 
already abreast of supplies. | 

Mr. GoopwiN asked if the principles could not be applied 
to peat production and the decomposition of sewage. 

Dr. ORMANDY, in his reply, said that crucibles made of clay 
produced by electro-osmosis had been found to withstand a 
temperature of 1,500 deg. C. for fifteen journeys, whereas 
the ordinary crucibles, besides introducing iron and other 
colouring matter, would not withstand three charges. Peat 
could easily be dealt with by the process, but the treatment 
of sewage was a much more difficult and complicated matter. 
There were at present several works in Austria producing clay 
in very large quantities by electro-osmosis, and even Spain 
had become alive to its possibilities. 
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THE SYNTHETIC MANUFACTURE OF 
NITRATES." 


In the fixation of atmospheric nitrogen by the electric are, the 
1еаспоц depends mainly upon contact of the air with the arc, 
and the best device is clearly that which brings most-air under 
the action of the arc. In single-phase furnaces a considerable 
percentage of air escapes this action; thus in the Birkeland- 
myde furnace, the arc alternately fills the higher and lower 
halves, but never both simultaneously. Ihen as the air pene- 
trates into the chamber of reaction through all the orifices it 
resulta that only half this air is on the side where the arc 
has been emitted at the same instant, whence there is a loss 
of air, especially for the orifices near the circumference. Ana- 
logous inconveniences have occurred with the Schénherr and 
Pauling furnaces. 

In three-phase furnaces the three electrodes, separated by 
refractory bricks, are placed so as to entirely surround a 
pyramidal space with six sides, which air, entering at the 
base, gradually fills before passing out through the single 
opening at the top. The three-phase currents which feed the 
electrodes produce an are rotating with the frequency of the 
source, viz., at the rate of 50 revolutions per second, and as 
the air requires more than 1/50 second to pass through the 
reaction chamber, each particle is brought into contact with 
the flame. 

For good working of the furnaces it 1s essential to blow the 
arc. This can be done either with à permanent magnetic field 
(Birkeland-Eyde) or a variable magnetic field (Moscicki), or 
hy the aid of the air passing through the furnace (Schönherr, 
Pauling, Kilburn-Scott). The inconvenience of magnetic blow- 
ing is that it necessitates direct current to feed the electro- 
magnets. The substance of the electrodes exerts considerable 
influence on the production. The Birkeland-Eyde electrodes, 
for example, are copper alloy, which experience has demon- 
strated to be very advantageous. In some Pauling furnaces. 
at Legnano, Dr. Rossi utilises electrodes made of an aluminiuin 
alloy, which, it appears, exerts a catalytic action favourable 
to the reaction. Single-phase furnaces are set working by 
bringing the electrodes together until the voltage applied is 
sufficient to produce the arc. With the high voltages usuallv 
employed, there is danger of intense rushes of current and 
excessive voltage. In three-phase furnaces there is no regula- 
tion, the ares are excited with auxiliary sparks; this enables 
the electrodes to be kept at the optimum distance. 

In all electric furnaces it is of very great importance to 
make working continuous, because extinguishing and igniting 
the arcs шау cause excessive voltages and other harmful 
phenomena. The three-phase furnace has a marked advantage 
in this respect, because the phases are always traversed bv 
currents, and the ares are mutually maintained. The power 
is always practically at a waximum, whereas in a single-phase 
furnace it passes from zero to the maximum value, twice per 
period. 

Preliminary heating of the air gives economy in heat, raises 
the temperature of the furnace, and also dries the air. This, 
according to Prof. Guye, gives a slight increase in production. 
It facilitates ionisation also, and consequently the working of 
the arc. A temperature of 250 deg. C. gives good results. It 
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is profitable to obtain this heating with gas from the reaction 
chambers. 

A high-efficiency heater can feed several furnaces. 

The chemical reaction being reversible, it is important 
to cool the nitric oxide produced rapidly. In single-phase 
furnaces this cooling is obtained with excess of air blown into 
the reaction chamber. | 

Mr. Kilburn-Scott prefers to make the upper part of the 
furnace in the form of a boiler upon which the blown electric 
arc acts much the same as an ordinary flame. The centre 
of the flaine is the neutral point, and the boiler being earthed 
there is no disturbance in the electric connections. The metal 
of the boiler is not attacked by nitric oxide (NO). It might 
be so by nitrogen peroxide (No,) at a tmeperature below 600 
deg. О. The attack, however, is slow, and necessitates the 
presence of humidity. | 

The generally accepted production for single-phase furnaces 
is 50 to 60 grammes of nitric acid, pure, per kilowatt-hour, 
corresponding to one metric ton of acid per kilowatt-year. 
With three-phase furnaces, Kilburn-Scott obtained a 50 per 
cent. greater efficiency. By placing a boiler above the furnace 
the same author states that about 10 per cent. of the total 
energy can be recovered. 

The voltage is about 1,500 volts. With properly working 
furnaces one can obtain a power factor of 0.5. The most 
commonly utilised system of absorption is constituted by a 
series of high towers, built of bricks, acid proof, and filled 
with quartz pebbles or other materials which resist acids. 
The first condition to obtain good absorption is a very slow 
circulation of the gases. The surface of contact must also be 
as great as possible. Moscicki runs the liquid down, inter- 
mittently, so that the substances in contact will be alternately 
wet and dry. This, it appears, greatly improves absorption 


(97 per cent.), and gives nitric acid with a concentration of 


40 to 50 per cent. `· Fs 
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DUPLEX WIRELESS TELEPHONY AND 
SELECTIVE RECEPTION, 


The first part of a paper which was read by Mr. E. F. W. 
Alexanderson before the Institute of Radio Engineers, N.Y., 
deals with duplex wireless telephony, and the second part with 
a highly selective ‘‘ barrage " receiver. In the duplex method 
described, the speaker can hear the called party without mani- 
pulating a switch to transfer from sending to receiving. For 
.this to be possible it is necessary to neutralise the intensity 
of the transmitted signal, and the first method that yielded 
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DurLEx WIRELESS TRLEPHONY WITH CAPACITATIVB 
NEUTRALISATION. 


practical results was the use of separate sending and receiving 
antenne, located sufficiently far apart that the selectivity of 
ordinary receiving instruments could differentiate between 
the wave lengths of the receiving and eending stations. The 
subscriber and sending stations are connected like two ordinary 
subscribers on a central exchange, with the only difference 
that a transformer with its primary winding connected acroas 
the line from the receiving station is. by its secondary; per- 
manently introduced in series with the line to the sending 
station. A telephone current originating in the receiving 
etation ie thus transformed into a current flowing in the closed 


circuit between the eubscriber's instrument and the instrument 
in. the sending station. A telephone current originating ine 
the subscriber’s instrument will follow exactly the same 
path. Both these currents will, therefore, be transmitted by 
the sending station, and both sides of the conversation may, 
in fact, be heard by a third party tuning his apparatus to the 
two wave lengths. This system is suitable for inter-connec- 
tion with wire telephone exchanges. | 

The inost practical method consists in mounting the sending 
and receiving antenne on the same maste, and preventing 
mutual interference between them by inductive or capacitative 
neutralisation. In the former method, an inductive coupling 
is provided between the two aerials by a transformer con- 
nected in such a manner that it creates in the receiving 
antenna a potential opposite in phase to the potential directly 
induced by the sending antenna. The second (capacitative 
neutralisation) method is explained by the figure. | 

The bridge receiving set connections are analogous to a 
Wheatstone bridge. By adjusting the condensers in the bridge 
arms extremely perfect neutralisation is possible of the effect 
of one antenna on the other. Local strays may be effectively 
neutralised by intercepting them on a wire loop in the 
neighbourhood of the receiving set and impressing the poten- 
tial so generated on a little coil mounted with an adjustable 
coupling close to the secondary loading coil of the receiving 
set. 

The ‘‘ barrage receiver is a highly directional combina- 
tion of aperiodic antenne with unilateral directional charac- 
teristics. When two antenne are used, the phase difference 
of the received currents depends on the direction of the in- 
coming signals. By phase-shifting devices and differential 
coupling to & common receiver the signals from any given 
direction can be balanced out. Each antenna is connected to 
earth through an intensity coupler, the secondary of which 
is connected to the primary of a phase adjuster, built in the 
form of an induction regulator. The primary current is 
connected in split phase so as to produce a rotating field that 
cuts the secondary windings. The neutralisation of the signals 
fromm any particular direction is effected by adjustment of the 
intensity couplers and phase adjusters. | 

An experimental set was erected three miles from the New 
Brunswick station, the wave length of which is 13,600 
metres. Nevertheless, signals from Carnarvon, Wales, with 
14,200 metres wave length, were received, the signals from 
the New Brunswick station being entirely eliminated, not- 
withstanding their Intensity and small difference in wave 
length. Bv using a double set of phase adjusters, signals 
from two stations in different directions may be neutralised 
amultaneously.—Technical Review. 


SOME DEFECTS IN ELECTRODEPOSITED 
IRON. 


By W. E. HUGHES, B.A. 


(Abstract of paper read before the IRON AND STERU Instrrote.) 


THE electrodeposition of iron has lately been employed to s 
considerable extent for the purpose of building up" worn 
and under-gauge parts—both of aeroplanes and guns. This 
work has not been done under proper scientific control; and 
the observations made during this research show that results 
obtained in the workshop, though apparently satisfactory, 
are very far from being so in fact. 

Microscopic and macroscopic examination shows that electro- 
deposited iron is subject to the following defects:— 

]. Pin-holes. 

2. Lumps (or roughness). 

3. Inclusions (of foreign matter). | 

4. Cracks and quasi-cracks. | 

5. Differences of structure—at different parts of the same 
вресїтеп. 

Pin-holes (or“ pits ’’) are due to gas which is liberated by 
the current during electrolysis, and which adheres in the form 
of bubbles to the articles on which the deposit is being formed. 
The gas bubble acts as a screen or insulator. The deposit 
grows up round it, and thus a hole of circular cross-section is 
formed in the deposited iron. The bnbhles are usually said 
to consist of hydrogen, and probably in the majority of cases 
that ia so. It is necessary so to choose the conditions of 
deposition that hydrogen evolution is reduced to & minimum, 
and then to direct one's efforts to removing by mechanical 
means (agitation of the solution or movement of the articles 
heing deposited upon) the gas formed and adhering to the 
work. | 

Lumps very often are caused by the plating solution contain- 
ing tinv particles in suspension. Sometimes the lumps are 
rounded and smooth. This result is due to susnended par- 
ticles having been initially present, and, after settling. having 
left the solution clear. A lumpv deposit of this kind will 
often be formed after a plating hath has heen for some reason 
stirred up (¢.g., when new salta have heen added), and suffi- 
cient time has not heen allowed in which the sediment, that 
іє always present at the bottom of plating baths, сопа settle 
down. 
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At other times & deposit will be rough to the touch. In 
Qhis case, etg am the first settled particles have become 
covered, other layers are being continually formed. This 
kind of thing will result from the use of anodes that do not 
wear well, or, in the case of iron, from using anodes con- 
taining a high percentage of carbon. ‘The effect on the struc- 
ture is that it is of a more or less porous type, instead of 
being compact and dense. P | 

Of the substances occurring as inclusions in electrolytic 
iron, the following are probably most often recurrent :— 

(a) Oxide or hydroxide of iron, produced by oxidation of 
the solution. 

(b) Hydrogen, produced at the cathode by electrolysis; and 

(c) Carbon or carbide, that comes from the anodes used, 
or is derived from a constituent of the electrolyte. 

Oxidation takes place quickly and extensively, even when 
the solution contains acid. The resulting oxide (or hydroxide) 
becomes disseminated throughout the solution by reason of 
its disturbance in the practical operations, and is caught up 
by the deposit. This defect is diminished—(1) If the bath 
continually contains sufficient acid to prevent the formation 
of any large amount of oxide (or hydroxide); (2) if the solu- 
tion be allowed to settle out, and be then siphoned, at 
frequent intervals; (3) if care be taken to disturb the solution 
as little as possible during the operations of putting in and 
removing the articles to be deposited upon. 

Many writers have made statements to the effect that 
electrodeposited iron owes its brittleness (when it is brittle) 
to the fact that hydrogen is in some way or other included 
in the deposit. Such statements are quite inaccurate. - 

It remains unproven that the cause of brittleness (where it 
occurs) in electrolytic iron is the presence, in some form or 
other, of included hydrogen. 

Carbon is found in electrolytic iron, but there is nothing to 
show that it causes any structural effect. 

Electrolytic iron is commonly thought to be very pure. 
It may be, and it mav not. The impurities, other than hydro- 
gen, probably come, for the most part, from the anodes used. 
All impurities must be considered as causing the iron to be 
defective, and, from this point of view, the deposits obtained 
from solutions containing organic substances must be looked 
upon with suspicion. Cracks frequently exist, and they form 
a very serious defect in electrolytic iron. 

The manifold differences of crystalline structure that are 
to be found in electrodeposited iron must be accounted as 
a defect in it. Sometimes complete differences of structure 
will be found to occur in the same cross-section of one and 
the eame eample. 

These defects arise from causes which can be largely 
eliminated by efficient control and conduct of the deposition 


process. 

It is believed that electrodeposited iron could be used with 
advantage to & much greater extent than it is at the present 
time, and that & great saving of material and expense would 
be effected by such extended emplovment of it. But the 
author is sure from long experience that if the electrodeposi- 
tion process is to be used with success this will have to be 
done by methods and under workshop and other conditions 
that are much less lackadaisical and much more scientific than 
is at preeent the case. 


MBTHODS OF REDUCING FLUCTUATION 
IN RECTIFIED CURRENTS. 


Fro. 1 illustrates the circuit arrangemente of the well-known 
Nodon system of aluminium rectifiers. Each cell consists of 
aluminium and lead or carbon plates immersed in a salt solu- 
tion. T is the transformer through which the current is 
fed to the circuit, and L is the load. It is found that although 
this arrangement completely rectifies the current (at no time 
does it reach a zero value), the fluctuation is very large. 
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Fias. 1 AND 2.—CIRcUrr ARRANGEMENTS FOR ALUMINIUM 
RECTIFIER AND LOADS. 


Two methods тау be employed to smooth out” the 
current: (a) the introduction of inductance in series with the 
load, and (b) the placing of a condenser in parallel with the 
load. The effect of the first method is shown in fig. 3, where 
the upper and lower curves represent the current and voltage 
respectively. In fig. 4 the curve which just touches the zero 
line representa the voltage when the load is a non-inductive 
resistance. The curve that falls elightly below the line re- 
presents the voltage with the same total resistance, and the 


addition of an inductance of 33 millihenries. The upper curve 
shows the current with the inductance in the circuit. 

Fig. 5 is an oscillogram showing а current in the load of 
2.5 amps. rectified with the four-cell combination shown in 
fig. 1. An inductance of 33 millihenries is placde in series 
with the load, and a 25 mf. condenser in parallel with it. 
The fluctuation has a maximum value of 1 per cent. of the 
mean current. E 

A high voltage can be obtained by employing the induct 
ance without the condenser, but the current is small. This 
is illustrated in fig. 6. The curve showing the lerger variations 
is the voltage without a condenser. The effect of connecting 
& condenser of 2.8 mf. capacity across the load is shown by 
the other curve. . А | 

The arrangement shown in fig. 2 makes it possible to obtain 
a direct E.M.F. more than twice as large as the effective value 


Fics. 3, 4, 5, AND 6.—RkEcTIFIED WAVES OF CURRENT AND 
VOLTAGE. 


. of alternating E.M.F. The condensers are of 2.8 mf. capacity. 


At the peak of one-half cycle one of the condensers is charged 
to the maximum voltage produced by the transformer; :.е., 
to 1.41 times the effective value of the voltage. other 
condenser receives a similar charge at the peak of the next 
half-cycle. The two are in series, hence the p.d. between 
terminals D and с is 2Хх1.41хЕ, where E is the effective value 
of the alternating E.M.F. ‘This assumes the wave to be har- 
monic and leakage negligible... 

We are indebted to the Electrical World for the foregoing 
details and accompanying diagrams. 


LEGAL. 


BOOTLE CORPORATION v. Воот COLD STORAGE & Ice Co., Lre. 


In the Commercial Court of the King's Bench Division, be- 
fore Mr. Justice Bailhache, on Thursday, May 20th, an ap- 
plication was heard in which the Mayor and Corporation of 
Bootle, Lancs., proceeded under the Courts (Emergency 
Powers) Acts, 1917-19, asking for the setting aside of a con- 
tract dated January 19th, 1912, for the supply of electricity 
for power to the Bootle Cold Storage & Ice Co., Ltd. The 
plaintiffs asked for the relief on the grounds that through 
the war and its attendant increases in the cost of coal, labour, 
&c., the whole basis upon which the contract had been en- 
tered into had been changed. Mr. A. T. Miller, K.C. and Mr. 
M. Bailey were for the applicants, and the defendants were 
represented by Mr. R. A. Wright, K.C., and Mr. W. Proctor. 

Mr. Munk, K. C., in opening the case, said that there were 
sections under which the Courts Emergency Powers Act gave 
power to set aside contracts, the performance of which had 


become impossible or onerous through circumstances created 


by the war, and his submission would be that this was pre- 
cisely the sort of case that the Act was intended to relieve, 
as through the war there had been an entire change in the 
trade conditions of the Corporation's electrical undertaking. 
The agreement with the defendant company was dated Janu- 
ary, 1912, and it fixed the charge for power supply under two 
heads as follows: (1) To cover the capital and standing costs 
irrespective of the quantity used; this was based upon the 
plant capacity and was charged at £1 per kilowatt of demand 
per quarter. (2) To cover the running cost. This charge was 
made with respect to the electricity used as measured in 

of Trade units, and the rate was 0.375d. per unit. In the year 
1917 the electricitv works of the Corporation were declared 
a controlled establishment under the terms of the Munitions 
of War Act, 1915, and they had to be carried on under the 
Director of Electricitv Supply. The consequence was that 
various new works and large extensions of works were con- 
structed within the Corporation's area of supply at the insti- 
gation of departments of the Government, for the production 
of war material, and the Corporation had to furnish elec- 
tricity for them, but the Corporation was unable_to obtain 
any sanction to the extension of its area. In December, 
1917, it was obliged to get a supply in bulk from the Liver- 
pool Corporation at disadvantageous terms, and at a price 
that increased the cost beyond that which it would have been 
if the Corporation had been permitted to extend ita worke. 
From 118. 3d. per ton in June, 1914, the price of coal bad 
increased to 36s. per ton—an increase of 220 per cent— and 
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wages had risen by some 130 per cent. Figures жр by 
the borough electrical engineer, Mr. T. Dawson Clothier, 
showed that for the year ending March 31st, 1915, the costs 
with respect to: (1) Capital and standing costs per kilowatt 
of maximum demand for all consumers were £1 12s. per kilo- 
watt per quarter; and (2) the average running cost per unit 
of electricity sold to all consumers was 0.435d. per unit. The 
charge then made to the defendants of £1 per xw. and 
0.3754. per unit were fair and reasonable, and in the year 
in question the undertaking showed a surplus of £3,014 over 
expenses, but for the year ending March 318%, 1919, very 
different results appeared, for the figures were: (1) Capital 
and standing costs, &c., £2 14s. 3d. per kilowatt per quarter ; 
(2) average running cost per unit 0.84d., and a deficit of 
£7,670 resulted, although the charges for electricity were 
increased to every other consumer. Since March 3lst, 1919 
costs had risen still further, and the figures were: (1) Capital 
and standing costs, &c., £2 19s. 6d. per kilowatt per quarter; 
(2) average running cost per unit 1.06d. In the case of other 
consumers the charge for energy had been increased by 31d. 
per unit for lighting and from 0.85d. to 1.7d. per unit for 
power. Mr. Miller, K.C., submitted that this was just the 
type of case that the Act intended to relieve. He relied on 
the words in the clause to the effect ''alteration of trade 
conditions occasioned by the war... which involved gerious 
hardship in carrying out the contract. 

Mr. CLOTHIER gave evidence, and was cross-examined by 
Mr. Wright for the defendants. He said it was true that 
the defendants had a reduced charge because they took the 
supply at à time when there would not be a general demand. 
They had a summer day load and used it in daylight. The Cor- 
poration had another pre-war contract with Harland & Wolf. 
Later contracts had a coal clause and a percentage clause. 
There was another cold storage company called the Union Co. 
now taking supplies. The coal clause meant an increase of 
over 100 per cent. on the basis price per unit. The bulk of 
the increased cost was for coal. Witness said that the defen- 
dants did offer to pay three-quarters of the coal clause in- 
crease dating back to 1918, which would involve an extra 
payment of £1,900. 

Mr. WIT: If your contract is annulled vou would not 
get that retrospective relief, you would have to start from 
now and make & new contract?—I suppose so, and they would 
be treated as new consumers. 

I understand that in your arrangement with the other 
company (the Union Cold Storage Co.) you eliminated coal 
altogether for the purposes of determining if there has been 
an increase of cost of production, and then you charge a 
percentage to be settled by arbitration.—Yes. 

His LorpsHip: And the percentage in that way might turn 
out to be very small on the total price?—Yes, it might turn 
out to be nothing at all. 

Mr. Justice BaitLHaACHE: This agreement with the defen- 
dants really has only two years to run. 

Mr. MILLER: Yes, and the parties have been at loggerheads 
since 1917. 

His LORDSHIP said it would appear that if the Corporation 
allowed the defendants to go on the terms of their offer of 
three-quarters of the coal clause increase they would be on 
slightly better terms than were the Union Cold Storage Co. 
"on WRIGHT: Yes, they would start with 0.3d. instead of 

Mr. CLOTHIER explained that there were several differences 
in the basis on which the Union Cold Storage and the de- 
fendants were supplied— which were favourable to the defen- 
dants as compared with the other firm. 

At the close of the evidence Mr. R. A. WriGHT said there 
were two alternatives—one was agreement between the parties 
and the other was whether the circumstances were such as 
would justify the Court in annulling the contract. Mr. 
Wright said the position of his clients was that they had 
got a contract—thev had offered to have the agreement re- 


‘vised to the extent of three-quarters of the coal clause increase 


with retrospective effect. The defendants' offer was retro- 
spective. He submitted that the position could not be dealt 
with as if there was no contract at all. 
consider the fact that the contract existed. The Corporation's 
offer was after June, 1918. the whole of the coal increase and 
up to then three-quarters of it. 

Mr. Miter, K. C., said the Corporation made a fair offer in 
December. 1917, that had been modified since. The defen- 
dants had brought the Corporation to Court to have the 
matter discussed, and he submitted the plaintiffs should have 
the costs in any event. It was agreed that the case should 
be adjourned until the following dav for the parties in the 
meantime to discuss the matter with a view to an agreement, 
and Mr. Justice Bailhache intimated that subject to Mr. 
Wright's argument he thought that failing an agreement the 
contract should be annulled. 

When the case was further mentioned, Mr. R. A. WRIGHT. 
K.C., for the defendant company, announced that his clients 
had agreed to accept the offer of the Corporation, so that 
the contract by consent would be amended. increasing the 
contract price by three-quarters of the coal clause charges as 
from January Ist, 1918, to June 30th. 1919, and as to the 
whole of the coal clause charges from July Ist, 1919. to the 
end of the contract. As this was an application by the 
plaintiffs for relief, he submitted there should not be any 
costs on either aide. ij 


= 


The Court must : 


Mr. Justice ВАШНАСНЕ: I do not agree. I think the de- 
fendants were unreasonable in the matter. They forced the 
plaintiffs to come here, and defendants must pay the costs. 

The contract was accordingly amended on the terms in- 
aated, and the plaintiffs were given the costs of the pro- 
ceedings. | 


IMPROVEMENTS IN ELECTRODES FOR SECONDARY BATTERIES. 


In the King’s Bench Division, on Wednesday, May 19th, 
Mr. Justice Greer had before him an action relating to the 
commercial шоно of a patent covering improvements 
in electrodes for secondary batteries (No. 120, 671 of 1914- 
1915). The plaintiff was Mr. Herman Edward Gluck, of 
Priory Road, West Hampstead, and the action was brought 
against Mr. S. Willner, of Turle Road, Tollington Park, and 
Mr. Alfred Connell, Philpot Lane, London, plaintiff claiming 
damages for alleged breach of contract. ` 

Plaintiff's case was that in February, 1916, Willner re- 
quested him to assist defendants with the necessary finance 
for commercially exploiting the patent. It was alleged that 
Willner stated to plaintiff that he was the owner of the 
patent, that he had sold the German and American rights, 
that he wanted to exploit the English, Colonial, and other 
foreign rights, and that the patent was held in trust for him 
by Connell, to whom he would have to allow a small interest 
for services rendered. In May, 1916, it was verbally agreed 
that plaintiff should provide the necessary finance for com- 
mercially exploiting the patent, and should take offices and 
register or obtain control of a company with limited liability, 
and that in consideration plaintiff should have in addition to 
payment of the money advanced and expenses incurred by 
him under the agreement, one-third share of the English and 
Colonial rights or one-third of the profits to be made from 
the sale of the patent. It was further agreed that Willner 
should act as secretary of the proposed company. Certain 
personal loans were made by plaintiff to Willner, who under- 
took not to dispose of his rights in the patent unless with 
the plaintiff’s consent. Plaintiff said he advanced money 
and incurred expenses, and took offices at Wormwood Street, 
E.C. In May, 1917, Connell assigned the letters patent to 
a gentleman, who afterwards assigned them to the Apex 
Electric Accumulator Syndicate, Ltd., and plaintiff said he 
wag entitled to one-third of the profit made by defendants 
from the sale. 

The defendant Willner denied that he was interested in 
the letters patent as owner or partner or joint owner with his 
co-defendant Connell, or that he ever acted or had any 
authoritv to act as principal or agent as alleged. It waa 
alleged by the defence that in January. 1916, Willner intro- 
duced plaintiff to the defendant Connell as a person who 
was able and willing to provide the capital required for 
exploiting the letters patent commerciallv, but plaintiff failed 
to find the required capital, and in August, 1916, Willner 
informed him that Connell would dispose of the letters patent. 
The defendant Willner denied that the agreement alleged by 
plaintiff was ever made. | 

The defendant Connell also pleaded that there never was 
апу agreement at all between him and the plaintiff. The 
letters patent were granted to him and were eventuallv as- 
signed to the Apex Electric Accumulator Svndicate, Ltd. 

After hearing the evidence and counsel’s address. Mr. 
Justice Greer said Mr. Willner’s own evidence satisfied him 
that he knew Mr. Gluck was undertaking liabilities and meet- 
ing expenses in consideration of @ promise made to him. He 
could not find that Mr. Connell was liable. The breach of 
contract was due to what Mr. Willner did. He had decided 
to туе Mr. Gluck against Mr. Willner £100 bevond the £94 
which the plaintiff had expended, and to which he was 
entitled, and there would be judgment against the defendant 
Willner for £194, and judgment for the defendant Connell. 


The Belgian Charleroi Works.—The report for 1919 of 
the directors of the Ateliers de Constructions Electriques de 
Charleroi states that the expectations entertained a year ago 
regarding the resumption of production had been realised. It was 
poasible for the Marcinella works, from which but little machinery 
had been removed. to make a fresh atart in Februarv. and in 
August the construction of large motors and lifting appliances was 
resumed at the works of La Villette. The foundry and pattern 
shop, which had not suffered any damage, were ab'e to work on a 
normal basis as early as January. but the cable factory had been 
stripped of all the plant, and was only able to turn out the first 
cables and insulated wires in September. The equipment of the 
cold rolling mill had been recovered, and its installation was practi- 
cally completed, whilst it was hoped to start the new shops for 
tubes and insulating material in a short time, In addition, the 
construction of small motors in bulk had been begun at Ruyshroeck, 
where the signal department was to be transferred from La Villette. 
Although orders of any importance were not booked until the end 
of May. the value of the orders received in the whole of 1919 waa 
45.454.000 fr. and the present year promised to be still more 
favourable. The accounts for last year show profita of 2,546,000 fr., 
but after deducting the loss of 2,337,000 fr., incurred in the years 
1915 to 1918, the sum of 209,000 fr. remains to be carried forward 
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CORRESPONDENCE, I — — in s iiie at ре the above, and 
Letters received by ws after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
‘the following аи С, should f, d their ж ше оок will answer Mr, W. М. Mason's ten ques- 


cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless 106 have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


The Policy of the E.P.E.A. 


With reference to letters in your issue of May 21st, written 
by “Sic Itur” and Mr. Jones, Secretary E. P. E. A., I should 
like to ask them: (1) How many of their members receive the 
awards they claim for? (9) Have they cleared their minds as 
to whether they are what they claim to be, viz., genuine 
trade unionists? (8) If they have, why do they want con- 
firmation at the hands of the T.C.P.C.? 

And, further, all their claims are based on the basic rates 
obtained by the E.T.U., the members of which get what they 
are awarded. Mr. Jones in his letter does not state that he 
was absolutely forced to publish something of the sort by a 
trade union, a8 a result of two conferences with the E.T.U., 
at one of which I was present. And the defence they put up 
was pathetic. There is only one thing for the E.P.E.A. to 
face, and that is absorption by the E. T. U. 


W. E. Weston, | | 
No. 1 Station Engineers, E.T.U. 
London, S. E., May th, 1920. 


> 


No. 1.—Fittings in gas stove replaced with electrio fittings. 

No. 2.—See “Electric Japanning Ovens” (Exgorrican Re- 
view, April 93га). 

No. 3.—The same exhaust flue in use for electric stoves as 
for gas stoves. | 

No. 4.—Sufficient to complete the stoving of the work in 
the ovens. 

No. 5.—Long enough to turn out a satisfactory job. 

No. 6.—Yes. 

No. 7.—To regulate gas-heated stoves requires more oare 
than is required in switching off electric current. 

No. 8.—Electric heaters. 

No. 9.—Sufficient for the work in the ovens according. to 
the temperature required. 

No. 10.—See answer No. д. 

I am not certain what is implied by the term ''nigger," 
but Mr. Mason can take it for granted that my electric 
stoves are not '' white elephants." . 

Alfred Rider. 


Hull. 
May 18th, 1990. 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Small Electric Lighting Sets for Cuba.—The D.O.T. 
has reoeived & report from the Commercial Secretary to H.M. 
Legation at Havana (Mr. G. T. Milne, O.B.E.) stating that there is 
an opening for the sale of small electric lighting seta of British 
manufacture. Already some American manufacturers are in the 
Cuban market, which is not a very large one, but British manu- 
facturers should be able to secure orders, provided they can supply 
a suitable type of lighting set. Tt is suggested that firms interested 
should forward catalogues, lista, &c., to the Commercial Secretary, 
British Legation, Havana, Cnba, indicating at the same time the 
present prices and conditions of delivery. 


Illuminating Engineering Society. — The Council's 
report for the 1919-20 seasion was presented at the annual meeting 
of the Society, held on May llth. The arrangement by which 
positions on the Council are held by the presidents of kindred 
societies has been extended to include the Illuminating Engineering 
Society of the U. S.A., the Institution of Electrical Engineers, the 
Institution of Gas Engineers, the Illuminating Engineering Society 
in Japan, the Council of British Ophthalmologists, the Ophthal- 
mological Society, the Physiological Society, the Electrical Con- 
tractors’ Association, and the Association of Railway Electrical 
and Telegraph Engineers. A list of the subjects dealt with at 
meetings of the Society includes '* Colour-Matching by Natural and 
Artificial Light," by Mr. L. C. Martin; "Lighting Conditions in 
Mines, with Special Reference to the Eyesight of Miners," by Dr. 
T. Liater Llewellyn, a8 well as reports of Committees, &c. Among 
the questions investigated by Committees was Eyestrain in 
Kinemas," an inquiry entered upon at the instance of the London 
County Council. Committees were also set up to report upon 
railway lighting, and progress in lamps and lighting appliances. 


Dual Tickets.—The Journal of the National Association 
of Supervising Electricians for May gives correspondence between 
the Association and the E.T.U. in which the former asked whether 
the latter would countenance joint membership of more than one 
Trade Union. The E.T.U. replied that the Executive Council had 
definitely decided that no member of the E.T.U. could hold two 
Trade Union tickets. 


Motor Fuels Committee.—The Imperial Motor Transport 
Council, of which Prince Arthur of Connaught is President, and 
the Hon. Sir Arthur Stanley chairman, has appointed an Empire 
Motor Fuels Committee under the chairmanship of Mr. E. S. 
Shrapnell-Smith. The terms of reference are the following :— 

l. To take immediate steps to encourage and develop the pro- 
duction and utilisation of additional motor fuel aupplies and of raw 
materiala therefor in all parta of the Empire, and more particularly 
to ensure increasing shipments of motor fuels to Great Britain, and, 
so far as may be necessary, to the Empire Overseas, 

2. To co-operate with any Government or incorporated or 
unincorporated body of persons in order to further the objects set 
forth in (1) hereof, 

3. To offer for the purposes in view bonuses or other rewards and 
toincur such expenditure as may be desirable, all such expenditure 
being subject to the approval of the Council. 

Captain F. G. Bristow, F.C.LS., will give his services as secretary 
to the committee. and any communications are to be addressed to 
him at 50, Pall Mall, London, S. W. 1.—Zhe Times. 


Tests on High-Pressure Box Compound. - Very good 
results were recorded in a recent report by the National Physical 
Laboratory on Berry's” high-tension box compound, supplied by 
the PREMIER BITUMEN AND ASPHALTE Co., LTD., of Stratford 
Market, London, E. 15. We understand that a cube of tho material 
to meet Admiralty requiremonta, placed in а metal box, was 


. short time. 


immersed in boiling water for 30 minutes, and fulfilled the require- 
ments of the specification. The material was then subjected to a 
pressure of 2,000 volts between electrodes placed үз in. apart. for 
half-an-hour, without breakdown, and when tested again under 
temperature of 100° С, for a period of half an hour, an alternating 
pressure of 2,000 volts was withstood. Two 2-in. cubes of the 
compound were immersed in distilled and sea-water for a week, 
and showed an increase in weight of ‘06 per cent. and ‘04 per cent. 
respectively ; the specification stated that the weight of neither 
cube was to be increased by more than ‘5 per cent. 


Three 8-Hour Shifts at Sheffield.—In response to an 
application by five societies representing the steam service men, the 
Sheffield and District Engineering Trades Employers’ Association 
have decided to put into operation Award 84 on May 30th. This 
means that the three eight-hour shifts system will be worked by 
over 10,000 men, instead of two shifts per day. This arrangement 
is expected to increase employment and abolish overtime.— Times. 


Dynamo Manufacturers’ Amalgamation.—An amalga- 
mation of interests has been arranged between the Lancashire 
Dynamo and Motor Co., Ltd., of Manchester, and the Crypto 
Electrical Co., Ltd., of Willesden. It is intended that all machines 
below about 10 H.P. shall be manufactured at the Willesden Works, 
and that machines above this size shall be manufactured at 
Manchester. Special arrangements have been made to meet the 
requirements of customers who require to duplicate existing 
machines of either make. 

The Crypto Electrical Co.'s works at Willesden are being extended 
to double their present size. The extensions are practically com- 
plete. and a greatly increased output will be available within a 
It is hoped that the extensions will ensure the pro- 
duction of approximately four times the existing output of motors 
from about 4 B.H.P. up to 10 B.H.P. 

The selling organisations of the two companies have been 
combined throughout the British Isles, The associated firms have 
branch offices in London, Glasgow, Newcastle, Birmingham, 
Dublin, Cardiff, and Bristol, and full information regarding the 
products of both works can be obtained from any of these offices, 
or from the head offices and works of either firm. 

The directora are confident that the increased efficiency obtained 
by limiting the range of manufacture of each works will greatiy 
increase the combined output, with corresponding benefits in 
regard to price and delivery. 


Canadian Exhibition.—Sir George Perley, K. C. M. G., 
High Commissioner for Canada, will open the Exhibition of 
Canadian Products at the Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, on 
Thursday, June Зга, at 12 o'clock. The Exhibition will be open 
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., and will close on June 17th. Up to 2 p.m. 
each day the Exhibition will be open to traders only. After that 
hour the general public will be admitted. 

The exhibita include iron and steel products, minerals, chemicals, 
tools, sheet-metal goods, agricultural machinery, furniture, 
provisions, confectionery, footwear, musical instruments, building 
materials, &c. 


Employment for Disabled Men.—In an endeavour to 
find work for the 630 disabled ex-Service men at present 
unemployed in Greater Manchester, local ex-Service Associations 
recently called a meeting, inviting the men and about 30 employers. 
This resulted in placing about 60 men in employment. Further 
Steps are being taken, including the sending of a circular letter to 
all employers in the district. When this task is ended, efforts will 
be made to secure employment for the other unemployed ex-Servioe 
men about 6,000 at present, 
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National Joint Board of Employers and Members of 
Staff (Electricity Supply Industry).— We have received from the 
Seoretary of the Electrical Power Engineers’ Association a 
pamphlet containing an account of the constitution and functions 
of the National Joint Board, which was formed on December 12th, 
1919. A list of members of the Board is given, Ald. W. Walker 
being the chairman, and Mr. J. H. Parker, vice-chairman ; the 
secretary is Mr. A. C. Tappenden, 1 and 2, Great Winchester Street, 
E.O. 2. In addition to Ald. Walker, the representatives of the 
I. M. E. A. are Ald. A. R. Jephoott, M. P., Ald. E. Vaughan, Bailie 
W. B. Smith, Mr. H. Faraday Proctor, and Ald. J. A. G. Beaumont; 
the Incorporated Association of Electrical Power Companies is 
represented by Messrs. R. P. Sloan, C. B. E., апа W. B. Wood house; 
the Conference of the Chief Officials of the London Electric Supply 
Companies by Messrs. F. Bailey and F. J. Walker; and the Pro- 
vincial Electric Supply Committee of the United Kingdom by 
Mesars. К. A. Scott-Moncrieff and J.C. Wigham. For the employés, 
the E.P.E.A. is represented by Messrs. J. H. Parker, W. J. Cooper, 
G. W. Essex, A. L. Lunn, W. A. Jones, and J. W. Thomas; and the 
Electricity Supply Commercial Association by Measrs. P. Burr, 

. М. A. Chesterfield, W. Goodson, P. R. Jackson, G. R. Smith, and 
A. J. Squire. Meetings are held monthly. Areas for 13 District 
Joint Boards have been defined, covering Great Britain. The 
organisation ia based upon that of the Whitley Councils, and the 
object is to secure the largest possible measure of joint astion 
between employers and members of the staff for the safeguarding 
and development of the industry, and for the general improvement 
Of conditions, with a view to promoting the best interests of all 
parties. The functions and procedure of the Board are fully set out 
in the pamphlet. . 

We have also received a pamphlet, dated May 12th, defining the 
“ conditions of employment and schedule of salaries for technical 
engineers on the staffs of electricity supply undertakings." It is 
stated that the Board has been officially recognised by the Ministry 
of Labour as the competent authority to deal with all matters 
affecting salaries and conditions of employment, and that the 
Board has agreed to the conditions and schedule, which apply to 
all members of the technical staffs from "student engineer" up to 
and including the deputy chief official. 

The conditions define the week as consisting of 48 hours, and 
cover the questions of temporarily increased responsibilities, sick 
leave, holidays, termination of employment, &c. The schedule is 

upon plant capacity, which is closely defined ; undertakings 
are graded in nine classes, from 1,000 to over 100,000 KW., and there 
are four basic grades :—(1) Deputy chief official ; (3) power station 
superintendent; (3) mains superintendent ; and (8) shift charge 
engineer. Intermediate grades are provided in the schedule. The 
total rate of salary and bonus, as at March Ist, 1920, is adopted as 
a basisof calculation. The salary of a shift charge engineer in the 
lowest sizə of station scheduled is to be £293 per annum, or more 
if he is already paid at a higher rate. The salaries are subject to 
re-adjustment in proportion to the official figures as to cost of 
living. The conditions and schedule come into operation as from 
May 21st, or June lst, 1920. We print the schedule herewith. 
No doubt copies of these pamphlets will be in great demand from 
the seoretary during the next week :— 


SCHEDULE OF SALARIES, 
PLANT Capacity IN KILOWATTS. 


Training Ex-Service Men.— Sir Montague Barlow, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Labour, recently stated 
that the number of ex-Service men in training was 22 856, and the 
number waiting 24,880. The number already trained was 20,633, 
including 11,000 trained under the direction of the Ministry of 
Peasions. | 


Society for Electrical Development, U.S.A.—The above 
society has elected Mr. W. W. Freeman to the position of president, 
while the general manager, Mr. J. Wakeman, and the secretary- 
treasurer, Mr. James Smieton, jun., have been re-appointed. 


Book Notices. — “ Public Opinion in Preventive 
Medicine," Price 4d.; post free 54d.—The Lady Priestley 
Memorial Lecture delivered by Sir George Newman, K.C.B. (Chief 
Medical Officer, Ministry of Health), before the National Health 
Society, on April 22nd, 1920, has been issued as an attractive little 
book of 30 pages. Everyone should read this illuminating little 
book, for the health and well-being of the community are of. 
national importance. Teachers, in particular, can do much to 
impress upon their pupils the importance of the observance of 
aimple and elementary precautions to avoid disease, of proper food, 
fresh air, and exercise. Copies of the booklet are obtainable from 
all booksellers and from H.M. Stationery Office. 

" Controllers for Electric Motors." By Н. D. James. Pp. xiv + 
354; figa. 259. London: Crosby Lockwood & Son. Price 
218. net. . 

“Тһе Real Wealth of Nations, ог a New Civilisation and its 
Economic Foundations.“ By J. S. Hecht. Pp. viii + 350. London: 
С. С. Harrap & Co. Price 158. net. 

“Armature Winding.” By C. Sylvester. Pp. xii + 171; figs. 
129. London: S. Rentell & Co., Ltd. Price 7s. 6d. net. . 

„Vickers News.“ Vol. II, No. 16. Pp. 20.—The present number 
of this interesting journal includes further articles on the Cairo to 
the Cape and the trans-Atlantic flights, as well as & description of 
submarine construction at Barrow. 

Messrs W. X G. Foyue, LTD., 121-125, Charing Cross Road, 
W.C. 2, have sent us a catalogue of new and second-hand technical 
books (39 pp.). Divided into subject-divisions, the volumes are 
classified under authors’ names, and the published and present 
prices are given in each case. The subjects range from Aero- 
nautics" to Brewing,“ and the Electricity division contains 
nearly 200 works ; dates of publication, however, are omitted. 

"Problems in Phyaical Chemistry." By E. B. R. Prideaur. 
Pp. xii + 294. London: Constable & Co., Ltd. Price 188. net. 

“Cheap Steam.” Vol. IV, No. 3. Pp. 16. London: Ed. Bennis 
and Co., Ltd.—The May issue of this journal contains several 
articles of interest, including notes on boilers at iron and steel 
works, and a description of plant at the workeof Messrs. W. & R. К. 
Lee, Ltd., Sowerby Bridge. | 

“The Bulletin of the Hydro-Electrio Power Commission of 
Ontario.” Vol. VII, No. 4. April, 1920. - Pp. 32.—This issue is 
well illustrated, and contains a long article upon the Linooln 
demand meter, and a description of the Nipigon power 
development. 


Factory and Plant for Sale.—By direction of the Dis- 
posals Board Ministry of Munitions, the Controller of Land and 
Factories is offering for sale by private treaty H.M. factory and 
power house at Lang with, Derbyshire, the ground area of buildings 
cover about 145,000 ft., the power installation consisting of pro- 
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2lass A. Class B. Class C. Class D Class E. Class F. Class G. Clase H, Class J. ducer gas engines and generators, capable of developing 11,000 H. P. 

Grade. | 1,000— 2.001. — 4.001 | 6,001— | 8,001— 10,001— 20,001 —} 50,001 — | and or 7,400 Kw. Peterborough Corporation Electricity Department 
2,000 | 4,000 6,000 | 8,000 | 1,000 | 30,000 53,000 ; 100,000) over, invites offers for one 210 cell, complete with boxes, trays and insu- 


lators, Full particulars are given in our advertisement pages to-day. 
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„CC 8 Catalogues and Lists.—Messrs. SIEMENS BROS. & Co., 
2 m 502 57 | 576 620 5 e: ce: Ub ue LTD. of Palace Place Mansions, Kensington Court, W. 8, are dis- 
| ve 5 = = = tributing a new coloured showcard of their Stannos " syatem of 

H M 1 0 | 411 ba 185 195 518 Js | R wiring, illustrating the inconspicuous nature of the work in the 
б 55 2 HE i n и 486 516 531 mansion, and drawing attention to the inexpensivness of the syatem 
3 Ч У 42 442 481 609 in the cottage, and to its other advantages. The simplicity of the 

а gis ipi SH 2 n | ni 98 er 8 new way as compared with the old is shown. Merchants, 
10 — "e б — — 252 266 284 809 contractors, and traders can have copies of the showcard on 


| 
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| 
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The Coal-Mining Industry.—In the May issue of the 
Industrial League and Council Journal, Mr. David Gilmour, O.B.E., 
general secretary of the National Democratic and Labour Party, 
who has seen upwards of 40 years’ service in connection with the 
coal mining industry of Great Britain, shows how it is impossible 
for this industry to be developed to any appreciable extent while 
the seven-hour working day is in operation. He points out that 
in 1913 the output from British coalfielda was 287 million 
tons, and had not the war supervened, it would to-day have been 
at least 300 million tons per annum. Under existing conditions it 
will work out at about 210 million tons, and the sad fact is, that 
if the field could only be brought up to 300 million tons the 
terrible tragedy of the gradual and persistent ever-increasing cost 
of living would be abated, if not eliminated altogether. Mr. 
Gilmour says: "My suggestion is, therefore, that it should be 
made worth the while of the miners to cónsider reverting to 
the eight-hours day for the period of one year on trial, and for the 
extra hour worked they might be paid a higher rate, as for over- 
time. Supposing the conoession of £1 per week higher wage was 
granted for the extra time, this would absorb about £50,000,000 
per annum of the extra £150,000,000 derived from 60 million tons 
additional exports, leaving a surplus of £100,000,000 yearly, which 
could be utilised to reduce the price of coal for industrial purposes, 
and bring down very considerably the charge for house coal. If 
this could be achieved, British trade would have such an era of 
prosperity as we have never previously enjoyed.“ 


application. "M 
BRITISH BRASS FITTINGS, LTD. (Proprietors of Sperryn & Co., 
Chas. Joyner & Co., Ingram & Kemp, and Player & Mitchell), 
Moorsom Street Works, Birmingham.— Catalogue Edition B El. 
(157 pp). Beautifully produced on art paper, and profusely illus- 
trated. Dealing chiefly with electroliera and other electric lighting 
fittings. Fully priced. | 

М 63888. ALFRED HERBERT. LTD., Coventry.—Section E 6, a 
16-page illustrated, priced and dimensioned list of turret-lathe 
tools and accessories of all descriptions. | 

Messrs. GALLOWAYS, LTD., Knott Mill Iron Works, Manchester. 
—Two well-produced and illustrated catalogues. Large Gas 
Eugines (39 pp.), and Uniflow Steam Engines (17 pp.), giving 
detailed descriptions and spesifications, 

Messrs. DONOVAN & Co., 17, Cornwall Street, Birmingham.—An 
illustrated апа priced sheet of electrical accessories, including 
tumbler switches, cut-outs, bells, accumulators, insulators, jointing 
materials, &c. 

Messrs. W. CANNING & Co., 133-137, Great Hampton Street, 
Birmingham.—A booklet entitled " Linking the Past with To-day, 
1785-1920." (32 pp.).—This gives a brief history of the firm, and 
is copiously illustrated by photographs of persons and premises. 

Mr. D. C. BATE, 16, John Dalton Street, Manchester.—A four-page 
list setting forth the advantages of the Bipol” accumulator, giving 
prices and details of working costs compared with dry batteries. 

MEssBS. DRAKE & GORHAM WHOLESALE, LTD., 67, Long Acre, 
W. O. 2.—Pamphlet No. 288 describing and illustrating the Silent 
Alamo" 1-Kw, house lighting plant, 
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Liquidations and Dissolutions.—SicnaL Evecrric Co., 
Ltp.—Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. G. L. Winn, 
clo Bristowe & Co., Ltd., 11, Tothill Street, S. W. А meeting of 
creditors was held at Cannon Street Hotel on May 26th. 

The following is a list of the principal creditors :— 


Fisher & Ludlow, Ltd. £603 H. K. Brownies: secretary 
W. & J. Dangerfield (judgment, (salary) 2s . £46 
including costs) . 396 D. Gilson & Со. .. 89 
Abbey Industries, Ltd. (con- W. E. Baker А 94 
tract amount) . Р 218 Leopold Norman (commission) 23 
Jas. Cartland & Sons, Ltd. ee 169 H. Drewitt, a director (ex- 
Ephraim Phillips 169 penses, &c.) 21 
Drycells, Ltd. (judgment in- B. A. Bailey, solicitor (posts, 
eu oosts) . 114 approx) 85 : "t 20 
R. E. H. Lovelace (including C. D. Flint., 18 
sala ary 118 Lea Bridge Gas Co. (deposit, 
Walthamstow Urban District £5, held). 14 
Council (rates) . 9) C. 8t. John, ‘a director (balance 
Concordia Electric Wire Co. of account) ae se 18 
(judgment, including costs). . pe 
John Matthey & Co., Ltd. (con- £2,380 
tract amount) 80 ConTINGENT LIABILITIES. 
British d nn and Helsby Pref. share interest, approx. .. 184 
Cables, Ltd. 68 Directors' fees, approx. ee 687 


£8,151 


The loss for the period from May 31st, 1919, to May 5th, 1920, 
was £4,375. 

GLOBE ELECTRIC Co., LTD.—In this liquidation Mr. W. Osborne 
is acting as liquidator in place of the late Mr. G. E. Corfield. We 
understand that a small dividend is available. 

THACKER BELL & Co.—Particulars of claims must be sent by 
June 30th to Messrs. Woodcock, Rylands & Parker, 15, Bloomsbury 
Square, W.C., solicitors to the liquidators. 

THE BRITISH ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES, LTD., Fawcett Row, 
Bradford.—In pursuance of Sec. 188 of the Companies (Consoli- 
dation) Act, a meeting of the creditors of the above was held on 

May 21st, at the offices of Mr. F. W. Rhodes, solicitor, Cheapside, 
Bradford. A statement of affairs was presented by Mr. W. A. 
Judge, I.A., the liquidator of the company, which showed liabilities 
of £9,122. The assets were estimated to realise £2,281, from 

which had to be deducted £192 for preferential claims, leaving net 
assets of £2,089, or a deficiency as regarded the unsecured creditors 
of 27,034. The issued share capital of the company was £965, and as 
regarded the oontributories there was a deficiency of £7,999. The 
liquidator stated that the company went into voluntary liquidation 
on May 6th of the present year, as it was unable to meet ite 
liabilities. The following day the Sheriff attempted to enter into 
possession, but the liquidator's title held good, and the Sheriff 
retired. With regard to the unsecured liabilities, it appeared that 
about £4,000 was in respect of moneys advanced. During the 
year to April 80th, 1918, the trading resulted in a profit of rather 
more than £ 1,900, and at that date the assets were valued at 

. £7,400. During the following 12 months there was a loss on the 
trading of between £400 and £500. Further accounts had been 
prepared covering a period of 23 months to March 31st, 1920. It 
was estimated that the stock at the commencement of the period 
was £3,981, while at the close it amounted to £1,330. The 
trading appeared to have resulted in the 23 months in a net loss of 
rather more than £5,600, while in the period the purchases aggre- 
gated £16,615, against sales of £17,425. The company was formed 
in May, 1914, with a nominal capital of £1,000 in £1 shares, but 
in view of last year the capital was increased to £15,000. The 
position disclosed was discussed at some length by the creditors, 
and eventually it was resolved to confirm the voluntary liquidation 
of the company, with Mr. Judge as liquidator, and a Committee of 
Inspection was appointed, consisting of the representatives of 
Messrs. Driver, Drennan & Cooper, Ltd., W. Sanders & Co., W. D. 

Wilson, J. H. Rushworth, and Parkin S. Booth. 

COALITE, LTD., and BRITISH COALITE Co., LTD.—Meetings are 
called for June 30th, at 62, London Wall, E.C., to hear an account 
of the winding-up by the liquidators, Messrs. H. Bacon and J. H. 
Macaulay. 

ENDALL & SOTHERAN, electrical, mechanical, and ‘automobile 
engineers, Canal Motor Works, Canal Bridge, Church Street, St. 
Helens.—Mr. G. W. Endall and Mr. A. W. Sotheran have dissolved 
partnership, Debts will be attended to by Mr. G. W. Endall, who 
will continue the business at the same address, under the atyle of 
Endall & Co. 


A Glasgow Exhibition.—We have received an advance 
prospectus of the Shipbuilding, Engineering, and Electrical 
Exhibition which is to be held in the Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, from 
November 8th to December 4th, 1920. The Exhibition is being 
promoted by the Corporation of Glasgow with Mr. J. M. Freer, as 
general manager, and applications for space are now being teerd. 
The Engineering Section will include prime movers, traction, 
mechanical devices, and models. The Electrical Section will cover 
instruments, magnetos, dynamos, and wireless apparatus. Other 
sections will be :—Shipbuilding, motor boats, motor cycles, and 
miscellaneous (including all articles applying to the foregoing trades). 
The prospectus contains rules and regulations, particulars of 
space, charges, specimens of stands, and information relating to 
the Kelvin Hall. 


A South African Steel Corporation.—It is announced 
that the South African Iron and Steel Corporation, Ltd., has been 
registered at Cape Town, with a capital of £1,500,000. Ті mes. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings. —F. MITCHELL (F. Mitchell 
and Co.), electrical engineer, Manchester.— Discharge suspended for 
two years until April 27th, 1922. 

E. CLoxEv, tramw ays divisional traffic superintendent, 5, Albans 
Road, N. W. 5.— Second dividend of 5s. in the E, payable at Carey 
Street, W. C. 


Auction 5а1е. — М езана. P. HUDDLESTON & Co. will sell 
by auction, on June 7th, at Dalling Road, Hammersmith, a quantity 
of electrical apparatus, including dynamos, motors, generators, &c. 
For full particulars, see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Catalogues Wanted.— Mr. E. Aus, consulting electrical 
engineer, 12, Whitehall Crescent, Dundee, having closed his office at 
the beginning of 1915 to join the B.E.F., has re-opened to continue 
his practice. He will be glad to receive catalogues, price lists, and 
any particulars from electrical manufacturers, gas and steam 
engineering firms. 


Trade Announcements.—Mn. F. Law, electrical engi- 
neer, contractor and automobile electrician, of Grove Gardens, 
Headingley, Leeds, has opened premises at Tower Buildings, Ilkley, 
and invites manufacturers to send catalogues, lists, &c. 

Воск & HICKMAN, LTD., announce that their Birmingham ware- 
house and offices have been removed from 55, Station Street, to 
23, Newton Street, Corporation Street, Birmingham. 

THE JACKSON ELECTRIC STOVE Co., LTD., have removed their 
Showroom and offices from Blandford Street to 143, Sloane Street, 
London, 8.W., and all communications should be sent there. 


As from May 31st the telephone number of the West End depót 
(Arthur Street, New Oxford Street, W. O. 2) of PoPE's ELECTRIC 
LAMP Co., LTD., is changed from Gerrard 3000" to Gerrard 
6074" (two lines), Larger stocks will be held there. 


Gas Regulation Bill.—The text of the Bill recently 
introduced into Parliament by the President of the Board of Trade 
has now been published. This Bill] seeks to fix the quality and 
price of gas, to institute penalties for deficient values, and to set 
up the means of making periodical tests. One of the alterations 
suggested in the present practice of gas undertakings is & system 
of charging according to the heat value of the gas supplied. 


Plant for Sale.—City of Gloucester Electricity Depart- 
ment has for disposal one 150-kw. Belliss-Silvertown generating 
set, two Blake-Knowles and one Summers 10,000 Ib. Scott steam- 
driven jet oondensers, fee our advertisement peges to-day. 

Liverpool Corporation Electricity Supply Department has for 
disposal two 2,000-kw. Westinghouse-Parsons turbo-alternators 
with condensers, air and circulating pumps, &c. fee our advertise- 
ment pages to-day. 


Fire,— Early on Whit Monday morning fire broke out in 
the power house of Messrs. Brown's engineering works in 
Chapman Street, Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and oonsiderable 
damage was done to the installation. 


Trade Openings in Italy—The British Chamber of 
Commerce for Italy (Inc.), whose headquarters are at Genoa, have 
issued a lengthy list of openings for British firms to do business 
with Italian purchasers and agents. 


Strike at Liverpool.—Cable jointers employed by the 
Liverpool Corporation are on strike for the same conditions as 
obtain in the building section of their Union. About 100 men are 
affected. 


Dispute in Wimbledon Electricity Department.— Accord- 
ing to stabements issued by the E. P. E. A., a recommendation that 
the award of the National Joint Board for the Electricity Supply 
Industry of an increase of salary to station engineers of £30 per 
annum from January Ist, 1920, was submitted by the Electric 
Lighting Committee to the Wimbledon Town Council ; the matter 
was referred to the Staffing Committee, and on the advice of the 
latter, the Council rejected the recommendation. The technical 
staff members have, therefore, given notice that they will cease 
work on Monday, May 3'st, unless the Corporation adopts the 
recommendation of the Electric Lighting Committee, and the 
executive council of the E.P.E.A. is prepared to support the local 
members. 


Copper and Lead Prices.—Messrs. F. Smith & Co. 
report May 25th :—Electrolytic copper bars, £109, £5 decrease 
ele:trolytic wire rods, £124, £5 decrease; electrolytic H. C. wire, 
1s. 4d., 1d. decrease ; silicium bronze wire, 18. 11$., 1d. increase. 

Messrs. James & Shakespeare report May 26th :—-Copper bars 
(best selected) sheets and rods, no change. English pig-lead 
£41 10s., an increase of from 108. to 308. on the week. 


Juvenile Employment.—The fourteenth annual report of 
the Skilled Employment and Apprenticeship Association has 
recently been published. Fifteen Committees were affiliated during 
the period covered by the report, but seven of these have announced 
their inability to carry on owing principally to the lack of funds 
and voluntary workers. The Association has been approached 
with a view to ita taking over the management of the East London 
Apprenticing Fund, established some vears ago by the late Lord 
Swaythling to provide loans for non-Jewish boys residing in the 
Tower Hamlets entering trades. The Association has exp: essed its 
willingness to take over this fund. The office of hon. treasurer has 
been taken over by Mr. Alfred P. Griffiths. The expenditure for 
the year exceeded the income by £65, but an appeal for funds is 
being made, and it is hoped to secure a number of regular sub- 
scribers. The Association was successful in finding places for 
40 per cent. of the boys who applied and 47 per cent. of the girls, 
the same proportion as in 1918, 
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Turkey.— The report of the Société des Tramways et 
Eleotricité de Constantinople for the year ending June 30th, 1919, 
which has only just been issued, states that the year 1918 proved 
an ехсзейіпр1у difficult one for the company owing to the scarcity 
of ooal, and the need for tramway material, the service having for 
these reasons to be suspended for a certain period of time. Thanks to 
the influence of the Allied missions the tram fares have been greatly 
increased, which has considerably improved the running con- 
ditions. The demand for current is steadily increasing, but the 
company is not yet in a position to satisfy all the demands owing 
to it not being possible to promptly secure the necessary material. 


New French Company.—La Société des Electrodes de la 
Seine is the name of a new company which has lately been formed 
at Paris (2 Rue Blanche), with a capital of 2,000,000 fr., to manu- 
facture electrodes of all kinds. 


Italian Company Note.— The shares in the Societa 
Bolognese di Elettricita, of Bologna, which have hitherto been 
mainly held in Belgium, have been acquired by an Italian 
syndicate, so that the concern shall become a purely Italian 
undertaking, 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Birmingham.—PR&oPosED ExTEensions.—The Electricity 
Supply Committee recommends the City Council to approve of the 
extension of the Nechells station at an estimated cost of £1,757,700. 
In 1918 authority was given for the erection of the first portion of 
the station and works at an estimated cost of £1,626,140. The 
capacity of this new plant is 30,000 kw. It was anticipated that the 
new station would be in commission for the winter 1920-21, and the 
principal contracts were placed early last year; but owing to labour 
disputes which prevented deliveries of material, the station will 
not be ready for duty before the winter of 1921-22, except poesibly 
to a partial extent. There is at present no reserve plant. The 
simultaneous maximum daily load on the works during the past 
winter was about 63,250 Kw. In the opinion of the engineer, 
there should be in reserve not less than 12,000 Kw.to allow for 
normal overhaul of machinery and breakdown of plant. There 
are at present applications aggregating 27,000 KW., awaiting 
acceptance, which total would have been bigger had the depart- 
ment been able to deal with new business. The Committée has 
been advised that the Nechells station, should be increased in 
capacity from the 30,000 Kw. now in hand, to 90,000 Kw. by the 
addition of two 15,000-kw. sete. Provisional estimates have 
been prepared, as follows :—Station buildings, £269,200 ; engine 
house equipment, £380,000; boiler house, £603,500; cooling 
towers, £81,600; switchgear, station transformers and cables, 
£166,900; sub-station building and equipment, £74,100 ; 30,000- 
volt trunk mains, £36,000; and 5,000-volt and low-tension mains, 
£146,400. 

PRICE INCREASE. —O wing to the advance in the price of coal, 
the Electric Supply Committee has revised its rates. Making due 
allowance for increased output, it finds it necessary to increase 
the price of low-tension supplies by approximately $d. to id. per 
unit, according to the class of supply. 


Blackpool.— YEAR’s WorKING.—During the year ended 
March 31st last, the Corporation electricity undertaking had a total 
income of £80,259. Working expenses, £54,913, and £20,077 for 
the interest and sinking fund, left a profit of £5,269, compared 
with a deficit last year of 42,727. The capital outlay on the 
undertaking stands at £273,057, loans and sinking fund, £46,045, 
loans redeemed, £128,595, net indebtedness, £98,417, reserve fund 
nil, working balance, £2,835. 


Burnley.—PRosPECTIVE Price INcREASE.—Owing to 
the increase in the price of coal, it is anticipated that the cost of 
electricity for lighting will be id. per unit more after the Juno 
reading of the meters. The charges for supplies for power and 
tramway purposes will also be increased. 


Castleblaney (Co. Monaghan).—PusLic LIGHTING.— 
The Urban Council has granted permission to the local electric 
lighting company to erect poles, wires, &c., for the electric 
lighting of the town. 


Clones.— PUBLIC LicHTING.— The Electric Light Co. 
has written to the Urban Council denying statements alleging 
wastage of electricity in public lighting, stating that the lighting 
was carried out in accordance with the Council’s instructions, The 
opinion was expressed that economy was needed. 


" Corby.—PusLrc Licutine ScHkwE.—Bubject to Ње 
observance of certain conditions, the Northants County Council 
has decided to offer no objeotion to & scheme for public lighting 
by electricity. 

Dalkeith. —UNSaTISracToRY PLant.—A Committee of 
the Town Council has inspected the power station, and is of the 
opinion that the plant is in an unsatisfactory condition and 


requires immediate attention. Several breakdowns have occurred 
recently, causing a great deal of inconvenience. 


Darlington,— ExTENSIONS.— Extensions to the electricity 
undertaking, involving an expenditure of £100,000, have been 


approved by the Electricity Committee, to meet next winter's 
prospective demands, and the Finance Committee has been asked 
to apply for sanction to borrow this sum. The scheme provides 
for four additional boilera and two 5,000-KW. sets; with one set 
boilers to be ordered immediately. 


Dublin. Dock TROUBLES.—Consequent upon the refusal 
of dockers to handle military stores, the electric cranes and the 
Port Board's power station were taken over by Royal Engineers. 
The dock electricians threatened to call out the Corporation elec- 
tricians, ав a protest against the action taken by the military 
authorities. 


East Grinstead.— Power Sration BuriLDING.— The 
Urban District Council has decided to purchase premises with a 
view to adapting them for the proposed electric light works. 


Gillingham.—Wacers.—Threatened with a strike, the 
Council has agreed to increase the wages of electrical operatives. 


Hamilton.—ELectriciry SuPPLY.—Subject to a satis- 
factory report from the consulting engineers, the Town Council 
has approved of an application by Edmundsons, Ltd., to expend 
£5,250 on the installation of a 500-Kw. rotary converter, &c., and 
£100 for the laying of a new feeder to Olydesdale Street. 


Hatfield.—Marins Extensions APPROVED.—The Com- 
missioners have informed the District Council that they have 
informally approved the proposal of the North Metropolitan Electric 
iod Distribution Co. to lay mains between St. Albans and 

atfield. 


Kingstown (Co. Dublin).—ELxCrRTIOrrT SUPPLY.— 
The Urban Council has received a letter from the Law Agent 
stating that an electricity supply might be obtained from the 
Dublin Corporation or the Dublin United (Electric) Tramways Co. 
without the erection of a special power station. у 


Kingston-on-Thames.— Loans.—The Town Council has 
applied for loans of £6,000 for two new chain-grate stokers, super- 
heaters, and a steel stack with induoed-draught plant; and £9,200 
for H.T. and L.T. mains and the cost of converting consumers’ plant 
for & three-phase supply. 


Lanark.— ELECTRIC LIGHT ScHEME.— The Town Council 
has decided that an expert shall be consulted respecting the 
suggested electric lighting scheme for the town. 

Liverpool, — ЗрЕСІАІ, Rares. — The Corporation has 
approved an agreement for the supply of electrical energy for trade 


purposes to be charged at power rates. 


Navan.—Evecrric LIGHT ScHEME.—Mr. L. J. Lawless, 
consulting electrical engineer, reporting to the Council on a scheme 
for electric lighting of the town, estimates the cost at £10,750, 
plus £1,713 working expenses, and revenue at £2,350. The charge 
to private consumers to be ls. per unit. The Council has resolved 
to ask another expert to furnish a separate report. 


Perth, —ExTENSIONS.—The Town Council is communi- 
cating with the Electricity Commissioners with regard .to an 
extension of plant at the power station and the construction of a 
railway siding. 

Price and Supply of Electricity—In the House of 
Commons, Mr. W. H. Sugden asked the Minister of Transport if he 
would say when he hoped to have a definite economical price fixed 
and increased electrical power at the disposal of industrial under- 
takings, bearing in mind the fact that the first portion of the cycle 
of trade activity had now been entered upon, and could assurances 
be given that some definite portion of the scheme would be operative 
before the trade activity passed. Mr. Neal (Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Transport) said there would be a fixed economical 
price, which would be of general application. The fixing of the 
price or prices would depend on the operations of the new authori- 
ties to be set up under the Electricity (Supply) Act of last session. 
The Electricity Commissioners were engaged on work preliminary 
to the determination of the new districts, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act. It would then be for existing electrical 
undertakings, local authorities, and others in each district to form- 
ulate schemes for submission to the Commisaioners embodying 
improvements in the supply of electricity in such districts. The 
Commissioners were fully aware of thelimportanoe of expediting the 
work of reorganisation under the Act, and had already made 
substantial progress.— Manchester Guardian, 


South Shiélds.— TRAINING ELECTRICIANS.—AÀ scheme 
formulated by the Electricity Committee to train boys in the muni- 
cipal station as electricians was adopted by the Town Council. 
Trainees will receive no payment for the first six months, but after 
that time a scale rising from 10s. to £2 per week will be put into 
force. A proposal for training ex-officers in this work was referred 
back to the Committee for further report. 


Warrington,—EXxTENSIONS.—Official sanction has been 
received to the expenditure of $183,000 on extensions to the elec- 
tricity works. 

Wrexham,— EXTENsIons.—Application has been made by 
the Town Council for sanction to borrow £17.000 for the extension 
of the electricity undertaking. It is intended to provide a new 
boiler, complete with stoker, coal bunkers, foundations, pumps, 
&o., at a cost of £11,350 ; economisers, flues, &c., £2,230 ; buildings, 
£2,000 ; and water-softener, £1,260. 
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Wigton.—Etecrraiciry  SuPPLY.— The Urban District 
Council has asked the Carlisle Town Council the price at which 
electricity can be supplied to the district. 


York.—Tıme ExTENsiON.— The Minister of Transport 


has extended the time of the York Electric Lighting (Extension) 
Order, 1914, until April 30th, 1921, for the extension of mains, &oc. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Australla.—WAdB DeEmanD.— Railway and tramway 
men in Victoria and New South Wales are demanding double wages 
during the visit of the Prince of Wales.. Гле Times. 


Blackpool.— Year's Workine.—The Corporation tram- 
ways made a profit during the financialyear ended March 31st last, 
of £15,583, compared with £30,052 the preceding year. The 
receipts were £186,175, as against £140,929, but the working 
expenses totalled £147,770, compared with £90,033 for the previous 
period. 


Bradford.— PROPOSED FARE INCREASE.—Àt a special 
meeting of the Tramways Committee last week, Mr. R. H. 
Wilkinson, the manager of the department, presented a report con- 
cerning the proposal to increase the fares. Additional information 
is, however, required as to whether a scheme of short stages for a 
penny and at the same time increasing the 14d. fare to 2d. is not 
' practicable, and the question is to be further discussed. 


Brazil.—RaiLwAv ELEcTRIFICATION.—The contract for 
the electrification of the Paulista Railway Co.’s line between 
Jundiaby and Campinas, has been secured by the International 
General Electric Co. The total cost is estimated at $2,000,000, the 
line being 28 miles in length, double track. The rolling stock is to 
consist of 12 geared type 3,000-volt D.C. locomotives, four passenger 
and eight freight engines. The power will be supplied by the Sao 
Paulo Light and Power Co. at 88,000 volts, 60 cycles. Extension of 
electrification as far as San Carlos is contemplated, which will 
make a total length of 128 miles. 


Continental.—ITALT.—It has been decided to extend 
the electrification of certain lines in the' north-west, especially in 
Liguria, Piedmont, and Lombardy. The three-phase system is 
used on the lines already electrified in this region. The following 
are the sections which the Railway Administration has been 
authorised to electrify :—Turin-Alexandria-Rouco, 137 km.; 
Voghera-Novi, 35 km.; Alexandria-Tortona, 22 km.; Asti-Ovada- 
Sampierdurena, 10] km. ; Trofarello-Fossano-Mondovi-Ceva, 80 km. ; 
Bussoleno-Turin, 45 km.; total, 420 km. A sum of 280 million 
lire has been earmarked for the work, which will be crrried out by 
the State Railway Department. A further 209 km., comprising 
Turin-Milan and Milan-Voghera will be electrified. This part of 
the work is being put to tender by private industry. The cost will 
be some 60 million lire.— L Id ustria. 


Dóncaster.—lNaAbEQUATE SERVICE.— Some very caustic 
comments were made at the last meeting of the Bentley District 
Council anent the dilatory manner in which the village was being 
served with tramways. The track is partly up, owing to repairs, and 
only one car has been running for the past three weeks. The 
Council decided to lodge a complaint with the Ministry of 
Transport. 


Liverpool Electric Signalling.— On the Mersey Electric 
Railway it is intended to introduce new automatic signalling, so 
88 to concentrate a larger volume of traffic in the busy hours of 
the day. The system will be similar to that in use on the under- 
ground railways in London. The contract for the work has been 
placed, and it is expected that the new installation, which will be 
of the most modern type, will be completed by October next in 
time for the heavy winter traffic, which usually commences about 
that time. The power for operating tlie apparatus will be supplied 
by special sets installed at the power stations, and will be inde- 
pendent of the main supply for operating the trains. 


Huddersfield.—Coarn HAULAGE.—It was reported at a 
recent Council meeting that £1,687 had been received for the 
haulage of coal along the tramlines to mills at Lindley and 
Outlane. The loss of revenue in consequence of the recent strike 
of tramway employés was £7,536. 


India. — Tramway Reconstruction. — The Bombay 
Electric Supply and Tramways Co. has approved a scheme for the 
reconstruction of the company, and it has been resolved to raise 
the capital from &1,430,000 to £1,680,000.— Engineer, 


Johannesburg.—OvERHANGING 'TREES.—Unusual cir- 
cumstances attended the payment by Johannesburg Town Council 
of £2,000 to a man who lost the sight of an eye owing to an 
accident while a passenger on a tramway car. The mishap was 
due to a tree brushing against the top deck and striking him as 
he sat in hia seat. The Tramways Committee reported that it 
had been advised that the other eye was affected, and on an 
examination being made, ita medical officer reported that the 
sicht of the other eye was limited to five-ninths of the normal. 
The claim originally was for £4,500, but the passenger's solicitor 
offered to settle, without prejudice, for the sum already mentioned. 
That amount was voted “in full and final settlement of the claim.“ 
The case is not without interest for other tramway and also omnibus 


“undertakings. | It is the duty of owners of trees to keep them from 


becoming a danger to traffic. In case of neglect the local authority 
can demand a removal of the obstruction, and, if necessary, carry 
out the operation. Such action has been taken in the metropolitan 
district and elsewhere at the requeat of the London General Omnibus 
Co. There have been occasions when in cases of delay the 
company’s employés have been seen undertaking the task, the 
men working from the top of an omnibus, In the case of lamp- 
posts situated too near the edge of the kerb, disputes have arisen 
between a local authority and the company. While the former 
has attributed collisions to the overhanging of the top deck, the 
company has complained that the road has too pronounced 2 
camber, This is a matter that ought to come under the cognisance 
of the Minister of Transport, at least on main thoroughfares.— 
Tramway and Railway World, | 


Leeds.— RkSRRVE FUxD.— The. Tramways Committee 
recommends that in future any surplus receipts from that depart- 
ment shall be paid into the tramway reserve fund, authorised by 
the Act of 1905, and that the fund shall accumulate til! £100,000 
is reached. Previously the reserve fund was fixed at £25,000. In 
1919 the department relieved the rates to the extent of £90,000. 
Last year's working showed a net surplus of £83,757. 

PROPOSED FARE INCREASE.—The proposal to increase the tram- 
way fares to ld. a mile is to be again brought before the full 
Council for discussion, despite the fact that a similar proposal was 
negatived by the Council about six weeks ago. It is stated on the 
authority of the chairman of the Tramways Committee (Alderman 
В. A. Smithson) that the department is losing £300 a day on the 
present fares. _ | 


Llanelly.—STRIKE ENDED.—The tramway workers have 
'esumed work, after being on strike for three weeks. 


London.—Hicuer FARES.—AÀt a recent meeting of the 
L.C.C., the chairman of the Highways Committee foreshadowed 
further increases in fares in the near future. A proposal to 
reserve cars for women only was not considered desirable. 


Oxford.— StRIKE.—The employés of the Oxford Electric 
Tramway Co. (which runs an omnibus service in the neighbourhood) 
came out on strike for higher wages on May 19th, and no vehicles 
were running. The city is very full of visitors, and the stoppage 
caused great inconvenience.—7Ae Times. 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Argentina.—Nxw WIRELESS Stations.—According to 
the Reriew of the River Plate, the wireless stations are inadequate 
for a general public service as they are practically constantly 
occupied in the transmission of official dispatches. They are, 
therefore, to be augmented, and the wireless telegraph division 
and the Ministry of Marine has formulated a plan which has been 
approved by the Government, and a naval officer is to come to 
England to make the necessary acquisitions. The project com- 
prises the erection of three stations at the Patagonian ports of 
Gayman, Rawson, and Puerto Gallegos, in addition to one at 
Buenos Aires. These stations will be capable of trangmitting over 
a distance of 2,000 km. under all conditions. It is intended later 
to supplement them with four other stations of 800-km. capacity 
situated at Corrientes, Puerto Militar, Comodoro Rivadavia, and 
Ushuaia. 


Cable Repairs.—The work of repairing the Stornoway, 
Castlebay, and Skye cables is being carried out quickly. The 
services of the Lochboisdale and Tobermory wireless stations are 
no longer necessary, and the repairs to the Stornoway and Poolewe 
cables would have been completed had the weather remained 
favourable. i 


Canada. — TELEGRAPH RATES.—According to the Times, 
a ruling of the Railway Commission permits the increase of rates 
on telegrams in Eastern Canada by 32 per cent., and in Western 
Canada by 20 per cent. This ruling does not, however, apply to 
Press messages. 


United States.— WIRELESS TELEPHONY.—The Telephone 
Engineer announces that tests in the U.S.A. have proved that it is 
possible to communicate by wireless telephony over a distance of 
1,500 miles, using a generator having a capacity of only 4 Kw. The 
De Forest Radio Co., of New York, enlisted the aid of members of 
the American Radio Relay League in its experiments. Tests, 
which commenced in February last, were carried out nightly with 
many members of the League listening in, and Mr. R. F. Gowan, 
engineer to the De Forest Co., at the New York end, and Mr. R. H. G. 
Matthews, vice-president of the League, at the receiving station at 
Chicago. Eventually communication was established between the 
two cities, a distance of 750 miles, with the power mentioned 
above. Later, letters were received from observers at Topeka, 
Kas., 1,500 miles away; Valley City, N.D.; Battle Creek, Mich. ; 
and Gaffney, S.C., announcing that they also had heard the 
conversation. 

The U.S.A. Department of the Interior has equipped its rangers 
in the forests of the West with small wireless telephone sets having 
a Small range to facilitate communication, 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 
given in parentheses at the ond ч ны] ar ders эЧ аа 


the issue of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW in whio 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia, — MEL5BOURNE.— May 81st. Victorian Rail- 
ways Department. Four 4, 500-Kw., 1,500-volt traction converter 
sete, and eight 1,000-Kw., 1,500-volt ditto. (April 30th.) 

SYDNEY. — August 4th. N.S.W. Government Railways and 
Tramways. Two 1,000-Kw. gub-station units. Chief Electrical 
Engineer, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney. | 

August 3rd. Department of Public Works. ‘Turbines and 
generators for the Barren Jack hydro-electric development scheme. 
Department of Publio Works, Sydney. 

July 18th. City Council. Maximum demand indicators. Electric 
Lighting Department, Town Hall, Sydney. 


PERTH. — July 14th.  P.M.G.s Department. Telegraph and 
telephone instruments (various parte). Schedule 674. 


June 16th. P.M.G.’s Department. Telegraph and telephone 
instrumenta (various parte). Schedule 680. (May 14th.) 

ADELAIDE.—June 23rd. P.M.G.'s Department. Telephone parts 
(schedule 541). (May 21at.) 


Barnes.—June 7th. Urban District Council Electricity 
Department. Coal-handling plant and overhead steel or ferro- 
concrete bunkers.. (May 14th.) | 


Belglum.— June 2nd. La Société Nationale de Chemins 
de Fer Vicinaux, 48, Rue Montoyer, Brussels. Installation of the 
overhead electric equipment of the Namur La Citadelle line and 
branches. Particulars from the department of the Services Eleo- 
triques at the above address. 

July 9th. Brussels Municipal Authorities. A turbo-alternator 
at the generating station on the Quai des Usines, Laeken. Speci- 
fication 2 francs and drawings 11 francs, from the Hotel de Ville, 
16, Rue des Augustins, Brussels. 


Carlisle,—June 25th. Electricity Department. One 
3,000-Kw. turbo-alternator and condensing plant. (See this issue.) 


Dublin.— June 7th. Electricity Supply Committee. 
12 months supply of single-phase and three-phase meters. 

June lst. Electricity Supply Committee. 22 direct-ourrent 
magazine flame aro lamps. (May 2186.) · 

June 10th. Eleotricity Supply Committee. Feed pump, tanks, 
ae o., for Pigeon House generating station. (See this 
issue. | К 

Dundaik.—June 15th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department. 750 yd., L.T., 3-core, paper-insulated, lead- 
covered and armoured cable ; disconnecting boxes (pavement type) 
and joint boxes. (See this issue.) 


Edinburgh.—June 19th. Electricity Supply Department. 
E. H. T. and L.T, switchgear, &c., for Portobello station. (May 21st.) 


Grimsby.—June 7th. Electricity Department. k. H. r. 
cables and pilot cables (specification No. 146). (See this issue.) 


Ince-in-Makerfield.— June 15th. Urban District Council. 
Waterworks Department. Motor-driven pumping sets; cables; 
alterations to winding engine from steam to electric drive; switch- 
gear. (See this issue.) 


Leeds.— June 14th. Electricity Department. 12,000-kw. 
steam turbine, alternator and condensing plant. (May 14th.) 


London.— Hacknry.—June 9th. Electricity Department. 
Four water-tube boilers, each 33,000 Ib. per hour capacity, with super- 
heaters, mechanical stokers, &c. ; four induced-draught plants ; four 
fuel economisers ; one 10,000-k w. turbo-alternator and exciter, with 
ventilating fan and air filter. or cooler ; one surface condensing 
plant; two circulating water motor-driven pumps; E.H.T. switch- 
gear; two 20,000-KW. coupler panels ; one 10,000-Kw. generator 
panel; six 2,000-Kw. and one 4,000-KW. feeder panels. (May 7th.) 

BETHNAL GREEN.—June 7th. Electricity Supply Department. 
Two 500-K. v. A. transformers; one E.H.T. and one L. T. panel; L. r. 
feeder cables; section pillars and road work. (May 21st.) 

ST. PANCRAS.—June 10th. Electricity Department. 45, 000 tons 
steam coal for the Regent’s Park and King's Road electricity stations. 
Electricity Department, 57, Pratt Street, Camden Town, N. W. 


WI BLEDON.— June 12th. Electric Lighting Committee. Two 
boilers, with mechanical stokers, ind uoed-draught fan and motor, 
pipe work, steel chimney, &c. (See this issue.) 


Manchester. — June 7th. Electricity Department. Main 
and auxiliary switchgear; Section A, 33, 000-volt and 6,000-volt 
main switchgear ; Section B, pressure- testing switchgear ; Section C, 
420-volt А.С. auxiliary switchgear ; Section D, 240-volt D.O. auxiliary 
awitchgear. (April 30th.) 

AUOKLAND.—September Ist. Harbour Board. For the supply of 
electric capstans and spares. Messrs. W. & A. McArthur, Ltd. 
18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London, E.C. 2. 


Salford.—June 5th. Electricity Department. 12 months’ 
supply of D.C. and A. C. meters, (May 21at.) 


Southampton, — June 14th. Electricity: Department. 
E. H. T. and H. T. switchgear and D.C. control panel. (See this issue.) 

Spaln.— June 2nd. Gijon-Musel Harbour authorities. 
Three 3-ton electric cranes. Tenders to the Junta de Obras del 
Puerto de Gijon-Musel. 22 E — 

Warrington.— June 15th. Electricity and Tramways 
Committee, Motors and transformera. (See this issue.) 


CLOSED. 


Government Contracts.— The following Government 
contracta were placed during April, 1920 :— 
| ADMIRALTY (CONTRACT AND PURCHASE DEPARTMENT). 
Sohani tubing and accessories.—Barton & Sons, Ltd.; Oriental Tube Co., 


Electrical plant.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 

Electric lighting.—Foote & Milne, Ltd. 

Reconstruction of motor-generators, &c.—British Electric Plant Co., Ltd. 
Turbo-generator armature.—Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 


MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS, 


Armoured cable.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

INDIA Ofricx: STORE DEPARTMENT. 
Accumulator battery.—Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 
Cells.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. - 
Creed printers.—Crecd & Co., Ltd. 
Insulator cups.—Bullers, Ltd. i 
Generating sets.—Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co. 
Insulators.—Bullers, Ltd. 
X-ray plates.—Kodak, Ltd. d 
Insulator stalks.—Bullers, Ltd. 
Switchboard.—Bertram Thomas, Ltd. 
Desk telephone sets.—Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd. 
Coolidge tubes.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 


Post OFFICE. 


Laying conduits.—Lendon-York (Sections 1 and 2): W. Dobson; Notting- 
ham-Derby (Sections 2 and 3): W. Dobson; Glasgow (South): A. 
Duncan; Newcastle-on-Tyne (Sections 1, 2, 4 and 6): W. Turner 
(Ardwick), Ltd.; Leeds-Harrogate, Leeds-York (Section 1): W. Ellis. 
London-Bristol-Newport (South Midland, Section 2): J. F. Hodge & 
Co.; Nottingham-Derby (Section 1): Kettle & Son; Londen-Southampton 
(Section 2): Hodge Bros. (Contractors), Ltd.; Lee (High Road): J. 
Mowlem & Co., Ltd.; Toll Exchange area: ]. Mowlem & Co., Ltd.; 
Penge-Anerley: W. H. Wheeler & Co., Ltd.; Brompton Road, S.W.: 
O. C. Summers; Nottingham-Derby (Section 4); Chandler Bros. 

Manufacture, supply, drawing-in and jointing cable.—London-Southamp- 
ton (London-Guildford section): Callender's Cable & Construction Co., 
Ltd. 

Repairing battery, East London Telephone Exchange: Hart Accumulator 
Co., Ltd. | 

Runaway, ash hoist, overhead travelling crane and peared trolley.— 
Mount Pleasant E.C. Boiler House and Sub-station: H. Morris, Ltd. 

Telephone exchange equipment.—Port Talbot, New Cross, Bradford 
(central), Crosby, Trafford Park: Western Electric Co., Ltd.; North- 
wich : Automatic Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 

Sub-contractors for batteries.—Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd. 

Starting switch and field rheostat.—Crompton & Co. . 

Switches, D.P., and measuring instruments.—Park Royal Engineering Co., 
Ltd. 

Fuse switch.—Berry's Electric Co. 

Charging rheostat.—Geipel & Co. 

Circuit-breaker.—Whipp & Bourne. : 

Scarborough Telephone Exchange equipment.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Sub-contractors for accumulators.— Tudor Accumulator Co., Ltd. 

Charging machine.—English Electric Co., Ltd. 

Ringing machine.—Crompton & Co., Ltd. 

Knife and meter switches, starting switches, field regulator (switchgear 
on power board). English Electric Co., Ltd. : 

Indicating meters.—Everett, Edgcumbe & Co., Ltd. 

Circuit-breaker for generator.—l.T.E. Electric Co. 

Fuse switch (switchgear on power board).—Berry's Electric Со, 

Protective apparatus.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd.; International Electric 

Telegraph apparatus.—W. Sanders & Co. { 

Telephone apparatus.—British L. M. Ericsson Manufacturing Co., Ltd.; 
International Electric Co., Ltd.; Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd.; 
Phoenix Telephone and Electric Works, Ltd.; Siemens Bros. & Co., 
Ltd. as 

Terminal blocks.—Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd. 

Bons. for insulator spindles.—Horton & Son; Portland Bolt and Nut Co., 

td. 

Iron brackets.—D. Willetts, Ltd. Р 

Telegraph and telephone cable.—British I. & Н. Cables, Ltd.; Enfield 
Édiswan Cable Works, Ltd.; Fuller's United Electric Works, Ltd.; 
Hackbridge Cable Co, Ltd.; Henley's Telegraph Works Co., Ltd.; 
Johnson & Phillips, Ltd.; Union Cabie Co., Ltd. 

Artificial cables.—H. W. Sullivan. 

Dry cells.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Leclanche cells.—Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd. 

Secondary cells.—Van Raden & Co., Ltd. | 

Joint box channels.—Bailey Pegg & Co., Ltd.; Falkirk Iron Co., Ltd.; 
McDowall, Steven & Co., Ltd. 

Stoneware ducts.—Donington Sanitary Pipe and Firebrick Co., Ltd.; G. 
Jennings; Robinson & Dowler, Ltd.; Stanley Bros. Ltd.; J. Н. 
Turner & Lesrey, Ltd. | 

Stoneware Leclanche jars.—]. Bourne & Sons, Ltd. 

Glow lamps.—British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd.; Edison Swan Electric 
oon Ltd.; General Electric Co., Ltd.; Siemens Bros. Dynamo Works, 

td. 

Earth plates.—Walls, Ltd. T 

Insulator spindles.—T. W. Leach, Ltd.; Bayliss, Jones & Bayliss, Ltd. 

Swivel stays.—Bullers, Ltd. | 

Voltoids.—Brunner, Mond & Co., Ltd. 

Bronze wire.—T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. | 

Enamelled, &c., copper wire.—London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd. 

H.D. copper wire.—l'. Bolton & Sons, Ltd.; British I. & H. Cables, Ltd.; 
Elliott's Metal Works, Ltd.; R. Johnson & Nephew, Ltd.; Shropshire 
Iron Co., Ltd.; F. Smith & Co. (incorporated in the London Electric 
Wire Co, & Smiths, Ltd.); J. Wilkes, Son & Mapplebeck, Ltd. 

Tinned copper wire.—T. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 

Switchboard wire.—Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd. 


Н.М. Orricz or Works. 


Eng paid VOR Ld Hence electric sabi i battery: 

remier ccumulator ia td.; ampstead Researc 

switchboard : Drake & Gorham, Ltd. Е rere "cune 
Crown AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES. 

Aerial cable.—Callender's Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. 

Copper cable conductors.—Siemens Bros, & Co., Ltd. 

Electrical fittings.—General Electric Co., Ltd. 

Telegraph ironwork and line material.—Siemens Bros, & Co., Ltd. 
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Shrewsbury.— 
Two new eoonomisers for the generating station, £1,155.—Messrs. Lowcock. 


Seuthend-ou-Sea.— Town Council :— 


24 40-н.р, traction motors, £6,720; and 19 electric brakes and equipment 
41,800.—English Electric Co., Ltd. °ч d ‹ 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Institution of Engineers.—Friday, May 98th. At 39, Victoria Street 
S. W. At 7.80 p.m. Lecturette on Two Years as an Engineer in the 
Grand Fleet,“ by Mr. A. Arnold. 


(South-Western Loca! Section).—Friday, May 28th. At the Public 
Library, Plymouth. At 7.80 p.m. Inaugural meeting. 


Reyal Society of Arts.—Friday, May 98th. At John Street, Adelphi, W. C. 
At 4.80 p.m. Paper on '' Lignite,’’ by Prof. W. A. Bone, F.R.8. 


„Friday, J une 4th. At John Street, Adelphi, W. C. At 4.90 p.m. Paper 
on“ The Oil Resources of the British Empire," by Prof. Sir J. Cadman. 


Electrical Power Engineers’ Association (Southern Division, London 
Industrial Section). — Friday, May 28th. At Anderton's Hotel, Fleet 
Street. At 7.80 p.m. Open meeting. 


Society of London. — Friday, May 28th. At the Imperial 
College of Science, South Kensington. At 5 p.m. Disscussion on X-Ray 
Spectra,“ to be opened by the President, Sir W. B. Bragg, F.R.8. 


Moyal Institution of Great Britain.—Saturday, May 29th. At Albemarle 
Street, W. AtSp.m. Tyndall lecture on Recent Revolutions in Physical 
Science : (1) the Theory of Relativity,” by Prof. J. H. Jeans, F. R. S. 


North of Institute of and Mechanica) Engineers.— 
Saturday, May 29th. At the Wood Memorial Hali, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
At 2 p.m. General meeting. 


Technical Assistants’ Association. — Thursday, June 8rd. At 
Anderton's Hotel, Fleet Street, Е.С. At 7 p.m. Paper on Maintenance 
of Tramway Equipment,“ by Messrs. Manley & Stanley. 


NOTES. 


Parliamentary.—On May 17th the Tramways (Temporary 
Increase of Charges) Bill was read a third time and was passed. 


Electric Vehicle Charging Garages.—We are informed 
by the chairman and hon. secretary of the Electric Vehicle Com- 
mittee, Mr. Frank Ayton, that the Electricity Commissioners are 
prepared to consider applications from local authorities, being 
authorised undertakers, for sanction to loans for the purpose of 
providiug public electric vehicle-charging garages and the equip- 
ment thereof. Provisional sanction has already been given to the 
borrowing by the Ipswich Corporation of the sum of £4,000 for 
this purpose. 


Brevities.— Work varies inversely as the square of the 
k 


Р The torque of a rotor gets things done; the rot of some talkers 
oesn't, 

If you want to lose your good name, have it stamped on your 
two-foot rule. 

He that will not be ruled by the rudder will be wrecked by 
the rocks. 

There are no half measures about automatic plants ; they are 
either automatic or autoblares. 

Increase of resistance means decrease of current. Some fellows 
go through life as if this were the last word. What's the matter 
with increasing the pressure and getting a move on ?—" BEOLA,” 
in the Journal, N. A. S. E. 


The Nobel Prizes.— The distribution of the 1918 and 
1919 Nobel prizes will take place in Stockholm on June lst. 
Among those who will be present are Prof. Sir W. H. Bragg and 
his son, Prof. W. J. Bragg, and Prof. Charles G. Barkla, of 
Edinburgh. 


Inquiry. — Makers of the Hough” watertight ship 
fitting are asked for. 


The Electricity Supply Amending ВІН, — Ассогаіпр to 
The Times the Electrical and Allied Trades Section of the London 
Chamber of Commerce has passed a resolution expressing alarm and 
regret at the introduction of the Bill for the purpose of reviving 
the “objectionable clauses" which were dropped from the Elec- 
tricity (Supply) Act of 1919, largely at the instance of 
associations (including that chamber) representative of consumers 
and producers alike. 


The Metric System in U.S.A.—In the May issue of 
the Jeurnal of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, a 
resolution of the Council is recorded, stating, in view of the 
publication of articles to the effect that the Society is opposed 
to the metric system, that the Society has not taken any 
stand either for or against the metric system. This declara- 
tion is important, seeing that the Society has repeatedly been 
represented as the leading opponent to the adoption of the metric 
system in the United States, 


Oil-Electric Locomotives.—According to The Times, 
oil-electric locomotives have been tried on the French Nord Rail way 
with great success, and it is now pro to make a more general 
use of such engines owing to their practicability in case of i 


Educational.—Prince Arthur of Connaught has received 
two important donations to the University College Engineering 
Fund from America, namely, £500 from Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan. 
and £500 from Mr. E. R. Stettinius. Other donations received 
recently include Igranic Electric Co., Ltd, £60; and a promise of 


apparat us to the value of £50 from Messrs. Nalder Bros. & Thompson, 


Ltd. The total of the fund up to date amounts to £32,375. 

At a recent conference of technical teachers, it was resolved to 
press for the formation of a Burnham Committee to deal with 
salaries of teachers in technical institutions. An immediate 
increase is being asked for, to bring salaries up to the level which 
would have been reached if the Civil Service bonuses had been 
awarded. 


Legal.—Cork.—At the Fermoy (Co. Cork) Quarter 
Sessions on June 7th, the Recorder of Cork will have before 
him for hearing the claim of the Postmaster-General for £230 
compensation for the cutting of many telegraph and telephone 
wires in several parts of East Cork on Saturday night, May 8th. 

Judgment was given by Sheriff Substitute Macleod at the Sheriff 
Court, Edinburgh, in the case in which James Cameron, electrician, 
37, Saughton Hall Drive, Edinburgh, was charged with having. 
between February llth and 23rd last, resetted in his premises at 
Haymarket Terrace, three electric motor engines. Evidence had 
been heard last week. His Lordship, in finding the charge proved, 
said that accused had yielded to temptation under very special 
circumstances. It was thus an exceptional case, and therefore 
he dealt with it by imposing a fine instead of aterm of imprison- 
ment. But the fine must be a substantial one of £25. 


Turbine Steam Consumption.—1n discussing Mr. W. T. 
Lane's recent paper on Fuel Economy in Power Production [or 
Utilisation of Waste Heat]! before the South Wales Institute of 
Engineers, Prof. F. Bacon said that the figures which the &uthor 
gave of a turbine of 5,000 Kw. capacity, with a guaranteed steam 
consumption of 10'2 lb. per KW.-hour, were very interesting, and 
persumably they were based on a turbine which was on order for 
the Powell Duffryn Co. This showed that South Wales was to 
posseas about the most economical steam turbine yet produced. 
Particulars had been recently published of the super-power station 
at Rotherham, and they learned of & Parsons turbinethere of more 


than double the size of that mentioned by Mr. Lane, namely. of 


12.500-Kw. capacity, with a guaranteed steam consumption of 
11:5 lb. per kw.-hour. Then there was a 30,000-kw. turbo- 
generator being erected at the same station, with a guaranteed 
steam consumption of 11'1 Ib. per KW.-hour. Thus, in South Wales 
they had a turbine only one-sixth the size with a consumption of 
1 lb, leas of steam per KW.-hour. No doubt the explanation was 
that in this case they were making use of exceptional steam pres- 
sures and exceptional super-heat—he imagined not less than 350 lb. 
per aq. in., and temperatures running up to 750° F., which must be 
getting near the limit of what could be attained with steel castings 
and steam valves such as were now available. 


The Electrical Trades Benevolent Institution.—The 
report of the committee and accounts for the year 1919 have come 
to hand; the volume includes the report of the annual general 
meeting, 1919, and the festival held on November 12th, 1919, as 
well as a list of governors, members, subscribers and donors, and 
the rules. The report and accounts for the year were presented at 


the annual general meeting, of which we gave a report on p. 552 
of our issue of April 30th, 1920. A special meeting will be held on 


June 7th at 2.30 p.m., at the secretary's office, 36-38, Kingsway, to 
confirm a resolution altering Rule 17 which was passed at the 
annual meeting. 


Appointments Vacant.— Technical assistant. (£804) for 
the London County Council Fire Brigade Department; meter 
repairer (mechanician) (45s. + 33s. 6d. + 124 per cent.) for the 


Borough of Lancaster Electricity Department ; lecturer in electro- 


technics (2390—4465) for the Salt River Technical Institute, Cape 
Town ; temporary technical assistant for the Chesterfield Corpora- 
tion Electricity and Tramways Department ; charge engineer (£3 
+ E.P.E.A. award) for the Southwark Borough Council Electricity 
Department ; power-station engineer (£300 + £120 + 20 per cent.) 
for the Woolwich Borough Council Electricity Department: 
plumbor-jointer (918.) for the Rhyl U.D.C. Electricity Department. 
See our advertising pages to-day. 

A general manager and engineer is required for the Tees-side 
Railless Traction Board at Middlesbrough (£500). 


New Method of Erecting Poies.—An interesting method 
of erecting poles by means of a combination tractor and earth- 
boring machine, which digs a hole and sets the pole in about eight 
minutes, is mentioned in the Telephone Engineer. The earth- 
boring machine is mounted on the frame of the tractor, which carries 
it over any obstacles that may be encountered in an ordinary day's 
travel. The poles, cross arms and insulators, &c., are all assembled 
beforehand, and when the spot at which the pole to be erected is 
reached, the power from the Monarch tractor engine is switched to 
the earth-boring machine. This, in reality, isa giant auger which 
will bore a hole in the ground any size from 2 to 30 in. in diameter, 
and as deep as 8 ft. When the hole is bored, the steel tower in 
which the auger is contained is used as a crane to lift the 
pole and set it in position. The whole operation is re-narkabiy 
expeditious, and when once it is seen at work, the manua: process 
ordinarily used seems incredibly slow and awkward, 
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The Educational Kinema.—The Dean of Worcester, 
speaking at a lecture, said that he oonsidered the kinema of the 
greates; educational value, and he was in negotiation with the 
leasee of a leading kinema in Worcester to take it over for a week, 
when he intended to have children’s days, and exhibitions which 
would elevate and educate adults. 


Municipalisation.— Although the methods of munici- | 


palities on this side of the Atlantic аге often severely criticised, it 
is, perhaps, comforting to reflect that public opinion on this subject 


THE INFLUENCE OF THE ART OF MILLET ON THE MODERN 
MUNICIPAL STREET GANG. 


in the United States of America, justly or otherwise, is much 
stronger, as the picture reproduced above will testify. This is 
taken from the Nacional Electric Light Association Bulletin, which 
reproduced it from the well-known New York Tribune, 


Alumiua as а Refractory.—In Technigus Moderne 
(Voi. 12, No. 3) a note on the use of products oi aluminium as 
refractory materials is printed. While these products are not 
suitable for large furnaces, they serve admirabiy for laboratory 
furnaces, provided that they are prepared by the process indicated 
in the note, for temperatures up to 1,600? C. 


The New Motor Taxes.— The petrol world is greatly 
exercised over the change trom a petrol tax to a vehicle tax 
based on horse-power or weight. ‘he special committee ap- 
pointed by the Minister of Transport to report on the matter 
decided to bring in all power-propelled vehicles, on a basis 
which would aitord an approximation to the distinctive use 
of the road. Motor cycles are to be assessed according to 
category, private motor cars on horse-power, hackney vehucles 
on seating capacity, and comunercial and agricultural vehicles 
on unladen weight. The new scale will not come into force 
until January ist, 1921. Some editorial reflections on the 

- matter in the current issue of the Electric Vehicle will not be 
out of place; they are :— 

80 far as electric vehicles are concerned, there is little 
ground for complaint. The committee has, we imagine, not 
overlooked the fact that battery-propelled vehicles, thanks 
to their easy running and smooth speed control, are much 
less severe on road surfaces than other vehicles equivalent in 
weight and average speed. On this and other grounds the 
weight of the accumulators is to be excluded from the vehicles 
in aecertaining the unladen weight of commercial vehicles. 

The minimum tax for private cars is £6, and electrically- 
propelled cars of this class pay only this amount. Electrically 
or mechanically-propelled bath-chairs or other vehicles for 
invalids, not exceeding 5 cwt. in weight inclusive, pay five 
shillings. In this case the batteries are included. For com- 
mercial goods vehicles the rate proposed is from £10 for 
vehicles not exceeding 19 cwt. unladen weight up to £30 
for vehicles over 4 tons unladen weight. Hackney vehicles 
(other than tramcars, which are to be chargeable as hackney 
carriages as at present) are to pay according to eeating cap- 
acity from £15 for a vehicle with a seating capacity from one 
to five passengers to £84 for a vehicle with a seating capacity 
of over 32. 

On motor scooters and other motor assisted cycles and 
motor cycles, up to and including 200 Ib. in weight, the tax is 
thirty shillings, and above that limit it is £3, with an 
extra £1 on all motor cycles with the right to draw a trailer 
or eide car. These taxes seem rather heavy. A tax of 30s. 
on a scooter propelled by batteries is manifestly onerous, 
and a similar observation may be made in the case of a light 
car propelled electrically. If it is a three-wheeler, it will 

ay £4; if it is a four-wheeler, it will pay £6, no matter 
bow trifling its efficiency as a destroyer of roads. The appli- 


cation of battery traction to scooters and other small vehicles 
is as yet in an experimental condition, but when development 
does occur there ought to be some concession to the electric 
method, on eccount of its reduced wear and tear on the 
roads. The low rating of motor bath-chairs and other vehicles 
for invalids is welcome, but it rather throws into relief the 
fact that an electric chair, similar to those used at American 
exhibitions, would be taxed at the rate of £4 a year, as if it 
were a high-speed vehicle instead of a handy means of pro- 
gression at a walking pace. And when some bright genius 
uses a small battery to push along a perambulator he will 
pay handsomely for the privilege. Another form of electric 
traction which the committee has overlooked is the industrial 
truck. The great majority of industrial trucks are used on 
private ground—in factories, railway stations, docks, and so 
on—but in a few cases, notably that of the B.S.A. works in 
Birmingham, they traverse the public streets on their way 
to and from various departments. In the latter instance 
they bear the usual identification plates, and are otherwise 
regulated as motor vehicles, but it would be absurd to class 
them, for taxation on behalf of road wear, on the eame basis 
as the ordinary commercial vehicle. One has only to look 
down the classified list of vehicles in the committee's report 
to realise that nobody contemplated the possibility of factory 
trucks using the highway occasionally in the execution of 
their duty. Presumably they would come under the classifica- 
tion of commercial goods vehicles, and would pay a mini- 
mum of £12—#£10 for the truck itself and £2 extra for the 
right to draw a trailer. This is a preposterous tax for a 
means of factory transport which involves only a trifling use 
of the road, and is of a totally different character from the 
ordinary commercial vehicle. The simplest way out of the 
difficulty is to exempt electric industrial trucks from taxation 
or to impose a merely nominal rate. We may note that loco- 
motive ploughing engines, agricultural tractors not exceeding 
5 tons unladen weight, or other agricultural engines drawing 
necessary gear, threshing appliances, farming implements, 
or supplies of fuel or water shall pay a duty of 5s. per annum 
only, if not used on roads for other haulage work. The 
addition of electric industrial trucks to this category would 
remove the anomaly into which the committee has fallen." 


Submarine Cable Magnetic Fields,—Some experiments 
described in E.T.Z. were carried out in 1918 by the Under 
Water Signalling Section of the Kiel Torpedo Inspection De- 
partment, and consisted in an investigation of the magnetic 
field in the neighbourhood of the surface of the water cover- 
ing & cable carrying alternating currents of frequencies of 50, 
500, and 1,000 cycles. The current was fed in at one end by 
the generator and out at the other end through an earth con- 
nection, and was usually 2 amps. The field was explored by 
observers in boats equipped with search coils connected to 
amplifiers and telephones, and in the case of 50-cycle experi- 
ments the oscillations were rendered audible by a method 
that is not disclosed. At 50 cycles the field above the cable 
was of the distribution shown at (a) below, and just 
as one would expect, but at 500 and 1,000 cycles the lines of 
force took the form of (b) of the figure. It will be seen that 
the lines a represent the circular field due to the current in 
the cable, and the lines in the zones B and c are produced by 
eddy currents induced in the water. The double change of 
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SUBMARINE CABLE MAGNETIC FIELDS. 


direction of the field at the junctions of the zones A and в and 
A and C wae corroborated by various tests. If iron ships are 
used, it is found that the lines of force follow the direction 
of the sides of the ship and run at right angles to the axis 
of the ship—that is to say, the ship becomes a conductor of 
the current, which ig absorbs from the water. The intensity 
of the field decreases inversely as the equare of the distance 
from the cable. Proceeding along the cable from the end that 
is fed by the generator, both the current and the magnetic 
field decreased according to an exponential law. The effect 
of the depth of water was ascertained by laying the cable 
so that it gradually increased in depth from 10 m. to 100 m. 
in а length of 60 km. At 500 cycles the field at the surface of 
the water decreased to the 1/1.42nd part for each 10 m. 
increase in depth. At 1,000 cycles the corresponding fraction 
was 1/1.51. This exponential decrease points to the formation 
of eddy currents in the water. The electric field was examined 
by immersing two electrodes in the water and connecting 
them to a search coil electromagnetically coupled to the ac- 
oustical receiving apparatus. Only few tests were made, but 
it was found that the electric field decreased inversely as the 
equare of the distance from the cable, 
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The Optophone.— Some years ago we described an instru- 
menti for enabling the blind to read ordinary print, called the 
"optophone." At the time the idea was considered good, but 
rather impracticable for ordinary purposes, and it is with great 
admiration for the work of Dr. E E. Fournier d'Albe, Mr. W. Forster 
Brown, and Messrs. Barr & Stroud, Ltd., of Glasgow,that we read of 
the success attained by recent developments of the apparatus. The 
latest form is described in detail in a recent issue of Nature, and 
the writer, Dr. Fournier d'Albe, considers that the problem 
of opening the world's literature to the blind is now definitely 
golved." 


A Rat on the Bus-bars.— The presence of rats, and the 
subsequent damage to switchgear, &c., seems to be a very prevalent 
form of "fault" nowadays. Yet another report of such an 
occurrence reaches us from Mr. R. Gossage, chief electrician to 
Messrs, Alldays & Onions, Matchless " Works sub-station. On the 
morning of May 2nd, Mr. Gossage went to the switchboard to 
switch on the power for some pumping operations; imme- 
diately the switch was closed there was an explosion, and an H.T. 


` A ВАТ ON THE BUS-BARS, 


eubicle burst into flames, scorching Mr. Gossage's arm and hand. 
The bus-bars and contacts were damaged considerably, and six H.T. 
insulators were smashed. Upon subsequent investigation, it was 
discovered that a large rat had got across the bars, as the accom- 
panying photograph shows—with fatal results to itself, of course. 
It seems as though a rat-trap will soon have to bearecognised item 
in power-station equipment, as the present method of destroying 


rats is far too costly. 

Fraternity.—By “ Ruddigore." А little poem dedicated 
to the Corporation of York, which recently advertised for a jointer 
at a wage of £4 7s. 6d. per week, and for a mains superintendent 


at a wage of 6d. a week more. 


When I was young and very fly 

I thought the world was all awry ; 

I studied books on politics 

Learnt all its isms and its tricks. 
In short—I found for perfect rhythm 
We all should plump for communism, 


So when my father said to me, 

Now, boy, what do you choose to be? 
All his proposals I turned down— 

They might bring money, fame, renown. 

I answered, I shun profiteering. 

My predilection's engineering." 

For there, no matter what your age, 

You always get the same low wage, 

And though you rise to be the chief 

It never brings you much relief. 

The slide-rule calculating joker 

Is just the equal of the stoker." 


But now I'm nearing fifty-four 

My views are not quite those of yore. 
My communistic life has seemed 

Not quite the heaven that I dreamed. 
In fact —I fear I'm growing slacker. 
I've thought of selling tripe, or 'bacca. 


Corona Discharge.— Under this title a recent issue of 
The Iron and Coal Trades Review gives details of an exhaustive 
investigation carried out at the University of Illinois. 

The authors considered that a study of the corona caused by 
continuous potentials may produce engineering data of value owing 
to the increasing devolopment of high-tension direct-current 
generation and transmission, and for this reason the experiments 
were conducted with continuous potential. 

The type of the corona discharge tube used in most of the 
experiments was a cylinder with a wire strung along its axis, 
This type of tube was chosen for several reasons :—(1) The corona 
phenomena occurring when this type of apparatus is used lend 
themselves peculiarly well to mathematical analysis. (2) The 
construction, manipulation, operation, and repair of the apparatus 


are extremely simple. (3) The field distribution is symmetrical 
with respect to the wire, and any irregularities in the wire are 
immediately recognisable in the discharge. (4) This type of 
apparatus has been used by other investigators ; thus results could 
be compared with greater assurance of reliability. 

As the voltage across the corona apparatus is gradually raised, a 
point is reached when a marked increase in the current occurs, and 
a further increase in voltage causes the current to increase very 
rapidly. The voltage at which this sudden increase occurs is 
called the "critical voltage." Visible glow voltage means the 
voltage at which the light about the wire first appears. The 
visible glow voltage may be identical with, or higher than, the 
critical voltage. 

The positive and negative coronas have entirely different 
appearances. 

Wire Positive in Air.—For all pressures and sizes of wire used 
a uniform purple glow surrounds the positive wire. The wire has 
a tendency to vibrate at high pressures and high current densities, 
The thickness of the luminous film seems to be a constant for all 
current densities and pressures, the density or brilliance of the 
discharge only varying with the current and pressure. 

Wire Negative in Air.—With the wire negative the appearance 
of the corona is changed in а very marked degree. The following 
properties can be observed :—(1) With a constant wire diameter 
and decreasing pressure the discharge gradually changes from a 
fairly uniform luminous mass with ragged boundaries to a beady 
discharge. (2) For a constant pressure and decreasing wire radii 
the fairly uniform luminous discharge gradually changes to the 
beady discharge, so that for small wires (less than 0°17 mm. іп 
diameter) the beady discharge occurs at all pressures between 
atmospheric and 50 mm. of mercury. Under certain conditions of 
pressure and voltage these negative beads, or brushes, distribute 
themselves uniformly along the wire. For the lowest pressures 
the beads consist of a bright cylindrical core along the wire, this 
eore being surrounded by a narrow dark space and enveloped in 
turn by a purple glow of relatively large diameter. For increasing 
pressures the central core contracts to a point on the wire, from 
which the discharge spreads out fanlike in a plane at right-angles 
to the wire. For still higher pressures the fan seems to close and 
finally to degenerate to a small brush. 

Moisture.—To determine whether the presence of moisture in the 
air has an effect upon the critical voltage, a test was run as follows 
under a pressure of 736 mm. and humidity 68 5 per cent. Air was 
drawn from the room through the tube, and the voltage was noted 
at which the initial jump of the galvanometer occurred for the 
wire positive. The positive glow voltage and the negative glow 
voltage were then determined. Then dry air was pumped through the 
tube and the same measurements were taken. The results We e 


Wet air. Dry air. 
Positive critical voltage 4,300 4.190 
Positive glow voltage 1,350 4,260 
Negative glow voltage 4,275 4,370 


The effect of moisture apparently is to raise slightly the starting 
point of the positive corona, but the reverse is true for the 
negative polarity. 

Slight differences in the starting points for the different metals 
were noticed ; these differences, however, are of such a nature that 
they cannot be explained as being experimental errors. Steel and 
copper seem to have about the same starting point, while that for 
aluminium is a little higher and silver has a value still greater. 
The different metals not only affect the behaviour of the charac- 
teristic curves but also the starting points of the corona glow. 

The voltage used for the experiments varied considerably, but 
did not much exceed 9,000 volts. 


Naval Wireless Telegraphists.— In order to assist ratings 
of the wireless telegraph branch of the Royal Navy due for dis- 
charge in obtaining posts as civilian wireless telegraph operators, 
the Admiralty has arranged with the Postmaster-General for the 
issue of the latter's certificate of proficiency to such ratings on 
their passing an examination in the naval signal schools while still 
serving. It has not been possible for the Admira!ty to make 
similar arrangements for the examination of telegraphists who 
have been discharged or demobilised, and such men should apply 
for the certificate direct tothe Secretary of the General Post Office, 
who will inform them of the conditions of the examination.— The 
Times. 


Service Notes,— The Admiralty announces that rules 
have been approvel for determining the dates from which officers 
specialising in engineering shall become eligible for the higher 
rates of pay laid down for the engineer branch in July last, asa 
result of the Halsey Committee's recommendations. 


Lower-deck Improvements.—A recent note in The Times 
foreshadows a great improvement in the living conditions of petty 
officers of some of the Navy's light cruisers. Electric lighting is 
to be installed in messes and reading-rooms, and electric heaters for 
keeping meals hot, as well as radiators and other appliances, 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Institution of Electrical Eagineers.—The forty-eighth annual 
general meeting of the Institution was held on the 20th inst. ; 
there was a very small attendance, and few comments were made. 
The PRESIDENT, MR. ROGER T. SMITH, announced the result of 
the election of members of Council, as follows :— 

President, MR. Ll. B. ATKINSON; vice-presidents, Dr. W. Н. 
Eccles, Messrs, J. S. HIGHFIELD, and S. L. PEARCE, C. B. E 
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hon. treasurer, SIR J. DEVONSHIRE ; ordinary members of Council, 
Messrs. F. GILL, P. V. HUNTER, A. Н. W. MARSHALL, W. NOBLE, 
C. VEBNIER, and Dr. A. RUSSELL. 

Out of the total of 1,526 ballot papers that were returned, 29 
were spoiled, leaving 1,497, or about 32 per cent. of those issued, 
which was a good improvement on past years. 

The PRESIDENT introduced the report of the Council for the 
year 1919-20, an abstract of which appeared in our last issue, with 
а running commentary, in the course of which he mentioned that 
the gratifying increase in membership was to some extent an 
estimate, as there were a number of members whose subscriptions 
had lapsed, and they were not yet sure how many of them had 
definitely ceased to be members. He pointed out that although 
the number of subscribers to the Benevolent Fund had increased 
substantially, the amount subscribed had remained practically at 
the same level as before. Referring to the benefaction to the 
Institution announced in the report, he said that both the donation 
and the manner in which it was given, were admirable examples 
to them all, and trustees had been appointed for the Institution. 
To the list of territorial centres and sub-centres that had been 
visited by the President during the session, Loughborough could 
now be added. Owing to the continued increase in the cost of 
publication, the Council regretted that it had been compelled 
to increase the subscription rates for Science Abstracts. The 
premiums awarded by the Council for papers read before the 
Institution during the period April 10th, 1919, to April 15th, 1920, 


were then announced, as follows :—The Institution premium, 


valued at £25, to Mr. М. B. Field for his paper on The Naviga- 
tional Magnetic Compass " ; Ayrton premium (£10) to Mr. W. H. 
Patchell for his " Notes on Operating a By-product Producer-Gas 
Plant for Power and Heating’; Fahie premium (£10) to Messrs. 
E. A. Laidlaw and W. H. Grinsted for their joint paper on The 
Telephone Service of Large Oities, with Special Reference to 
London"; John Hopkinson premium (£10) to Mr. J. C. Thompson 
for his paper on Transformers for Electric Furnaces”; Kelvin 
premium (£10) to Mr. H. W. Taylor for his paper on " Eddy 
Currents in Stator Windings”; Paris premium (£10) to Mr. G. 
Stead for his paper on The Short Tungsten Filament as a Source 
of Light and Electrons”; Webber premium (£10) to Major A. C. 
Fuller for his paper on " The Fullerphone, and its Application to 
Military and Civil Telegraphy " ; an extra premium (£5) to,Captain 
J. M. Scott Maxwell for his paper on Scientific Management: a 
Solution to the Capital and Labour Problem" ; and another extra 
premium (£5) to Major K. Edgcumbe for his paper on The 
Protection of А.С. Systems without the Use of Special Conductors.” 

The motion to receive the report was seconded by Мв. J. 
SHEPHERD, and, without comment, the report was adopted 
unanimoumly. . e 

SIR JAMES DEVONSHIRE, in moving the adoption of the 
&ocounts for the year ended December 31st, 1919, said that that 
waa his first presentation of the accounts since the resignation of 
his able predecessor, Mr. Kingsbary. The cost of publication of 
the Journal continued to increase, The temporary housing of the 
Institution at Albemarle Street was, from a financial point of 
view, entirely satisfactory, as the Institution thereby benefited to 
the extent of nearly £4,000. Negotiations had been opened for 
the sale of the Tothill Street property, and he was glad to 
announce that there were prospects of disposing of tbe property on 
favourable terms, The accounts showed a margin to the good of 
81,495, an increase of £225. 

Pror, J. T. MACGREGOR-MoRRIS seconded the motion; few 
remarks were made, and the accounts were adopted unanimously. 


Messrs. Allen, Attfield & Co. were appointed hon. auditors for the 
year 1920-21, and the proceedings terminated with votes of thanks 
to the Institution of Civil Engineers for the use of ita premises and 
library, and to the hon. officers of the Institution at home and 
abroad. 


Мовтн MIDLAND CENTRE.—The annual meeting of the Centre 
was held at Leeds on Мау llth. The chairman (Mr. W. M. Selvey) 
presided. The accounts for the past year were unanimously 
approved. The ballot for members of the committee for the 
ensuing year resulted in Messrs. Furness, Jones, Spurr, Turner, 
Col. Vignole and Mr. Wraith being elected. Mr. Leonard Milne 
then read his paper on the Electrical Equipment of Artisan 
Dwellings,” and a discussion followed. 

LocAL CENTRE IN ARGENTINA.—The first Committee is made 
up of the following members :— 

Chairman : Vernon Lindop. 

Vice-chairman : W. C. Laidler. 

Members: J. T. Cornish, Н. L. Randolph. L. B. Trant, and J, 
Wilson. 

Secretary : A. C. Kelly, 783 calle Florida, Buenos Aires. 

The Committee will be glad to be of assistance in any matter 
affecting the interests of the British Electrical Industry and of 
British Electrical Engineers.— Heriew of the River Plate, 


Society of Chemical ludustry.— Modern High-speed Electric 
Telpheraze was the subject of a paper at a Conference of the 
Chemical Engineering Group (National) of the Society of Chemical 
Industry, at Birmingham, on April 23rd. The author, Mr. H. 
Blyth (Strachan & Henshaw, Bristol) pointed out that in all 
branches of industry there waa a necessity to-day for doing every- 
thing at high speed and with the greatest all-round economy. The 
electric telpher was a particularly convenient and simple machine for 
conveying any class of goods or materials over a moderate distance 
with a minimum consumption of energy and at a low maintenance 
cost. Telpherage had been very extensively adopted in gas works 
for handling coke and other materials, and alao in electricity works 
for coal and ashes, 


A coal telpher, fed by orane, was installed at Stepney qlee- 
tricity works. It was not permissible in this case to have the 
telpher structure overhanging the barge, and a three-motion . 
crane had to be used to transfer the ooal from the barge, first 
to the hopper of the automatic weighing machine, whioh in turn 
discharged the coal to the bunker which fed the telpher skip. The 
supply of coal was kept up in the bunker, and the telpher operator 
lowered his skip in front of the automatic shoot; the skip was 
filled in about 10 seconds (two tons of coal), lifted 40 ft., and 
carried a maximum distance of about 300 ft. The capacity 
(guaranteed) of the plant was 40 tons per hour, but in an emergency 
70 tons per hour had been handled. 

In 1916 Messrs. Nobels required to unload coal from 10-ton 
wagons and store it evenly over an area of 350 ft. x 136 ft. x 
10 ft. deep, and it was necessary to provide for a storage of 12,000 
tons. The coal trucks areemptied by a Fraser & Chalmers tipper, at 
the rate of eight to ten per hour, iuto a pit which has a partition 
at a depth of 15 ft. and a chamber 7 ft. deep below this partition. 
Coal can be lifted by the telpher and grab from the upper portion 
of. the pit at the rate of 40 to 50 tons per hour, and conveyed to 
store, and simultaneously condacted at about the same rate by means 
of a rotary feed table, below the partitions, to an elevator, and thence 
by a band conveyor to the boiler-house bunkers. The special feature 
of the telpher installation lies in the fact that the track iteelf is 
made to travel the full length of the store ground, and by means of 
a running switch maintains contact with the fixed track leading to 
the grabbing pit. The telpher machine can thus lift the eoal 
from the pit and convey it directly to any part of the store ground, 
and similarly pick up from any point of the store and carry it back 
to the pit for feeding the elevator and conveyor for the boiler house. 
It was not possible in this case to run the track through to 
the boiler house, as the structure for the latter had already. been 
determined when the telpher was ordered for the store. ' 

The telpher has a lifting motor of 20 Н.Р. and a travel motor of 
8 H.P., the energy consumption per hour being 6 units—that is, 
0'15 unit per ton. The present-day labour cost would be id. to id. 
per ton. The elevator is driven by a 10-H.P. motor, and the band 
conveyor, 5 H.P. ; total consumption, 11 units per hour. 


Societe des Ingenieurs Civils de France.—This institution is 
organising a tour in France, from June 22nd to 25th, primarily for 
its British section, but it has been decided to admit members of any 
recognised British engineering institution. The tour, which 
embraces Paris and the factories and mines of the north-eastern 
war area, including Amiens, Lens, Lille and Vimy, will cost about 
£12, and a programme has been arranged and can be obtained from 
the Hon. Secretary of the British Section, 45, Great Marlborough 
Street, W. 1. | | 


Institute of Transport.—Reading a paper on Some cd 
Operating Problemas," on May 17th, Major-General Bir H. W. 
Thornton, general manager and engineer-in-chief of the G.E. Rail- 
way, said he hoped to increase the already heavy train service 
during the rush periods by 40 per cent. The trend of thought was 
towards private ownership and administration under Government 
regulations. To deal with the London traffic problem, in addition 
to other improvementa, they must employ electricity in the suburban 
zone on & very large scale, 


British Science Guild.—At the annual meeting of the Guild, to 
be held at the Goldsmiths' Hall, Foster Lane, E.C., on Tuesday, 
June 8th, at 3 p.m., Lord Sydenham, G. O. S. I.. F.R.S., in vacating a 
Presidency marked by two most successful Scientific Products 
Exhibitions, will deliver an address on “Science and the Nation," and 
this will be followed by an address on Some National Aspeota of 
Transport," by the incoming President, Lord Montagu of Beaulieu. 
Lord Bledisloe and Sir Gilbert Parker will indicate what has been 
done in the past year in this connection, and describe the significant 
efforts now contemplated by the Guild. Applications for invita- 
tions to the meeting should be addressed to the Secretary of the 
British Science Guild, 6, John Street, Adelphi, W. C. 2. 


Ld 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electrio tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of t 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


ED 


MR. WEsTON has resigned from the Sterling Telephone and 
Electric Co., Ltd., and has joined Oryselco, Ltd., as London repre- 
sentative, with office at Craven House, Kingsway. 

Мв. E. G. PHILLIPS, M. I. E. E., who for the last 12 years bas 
been chief engineer to Messrs. Boots Chemists, Nottingham, has 
resigned that position and opened offices at Queen's Chambe s, 
King Street, Nottingham, as a consulting engineer, specialising in 
power plants working against back pressures, and utilising the 
exhaust for proceas work. On Friday last at the Island Street 
works, over 100 of the power house staff and engineering 
department presented Mr. Phillips with a secretarial desk. Mr. 
T. S.. Ratcliffe, general manager, made the presentation, and Mr. 
H. B. Clarke, chief technical assistant, expressed the staff's esteem 
and appreciation. : . 

Recent changes in the civilian staff at the Admiralty outports, 
include the following :—Electrical Engineering Department—MR. 
H. MARTIN, to Electrical Engineer, Lower Grade, Portsmouth 
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Yard (Acting); Мв. W. A. KNIGHT, to lst Assistant Electrical 
Engineer, Portsmouth Yard; Мв. G. В. DAVIES, to let Assistant 
Electrical Engineer, Dover Yard (Acting). 

Mr. J. W. A. RENSHAW, assistant electrical engineer of Fleet- 
wood, has been granted an additional bonus of £30 per annum. 

On May 21st, Мв. F. C. EDGARS, foreman armature winder to 
the Halifax Tramways Committee, was presented with a silver 
flower vase by the members of the staff. He is abont to start 
business in the electrical trade on his own account. He had been 
with the Corporation over 20 years. 

LikUT. H. FosrER SMITH, R. E., М.С, has been appointed chief 
ш to the Electric Lighting and Tramways Co, Para, North 


LIzUT. Ввекрв, of Morecambe, has been appointed traffic 
manager to the Morecambe Corporation. 

A Reuter dispatch states that SIR AUCKLAND GEDDEs, on 
May 19th, received the Franklin Medal from the Franklin Institute 
for Sir Charles Parsons. | 

Messrs. CHARLES P. SPARKS & PARTNERS have changed their 
address to Blackfriars House, New Bridge Street, London, E.C. 4. 
Telephone Nos, “ 4725 and 4726 Central.” 

Mr. Т. MAcLENNAN, first engineer at Lake Coleridge hydro- 
electric station, New Zealand, has been appointed public works 
electrical engineer at Hamilton (N.Z.), and will take charge of the 
Hora Hora works. MR. H. S. Dix, engineer and manager of the 
Prahran and Malvern tramways trust, has been appointed acting 
chief manager and acting chief engineer of the Melbourne Tram- 
ways Board, which controls the cable and electric tramway services 
of the metropolitan and suburban areas.— Commonwealth Engineer. 


Obit nary.— MR. R. SHARP.—The death has taken place of Mr. 
Robert Sharp, of Briercliffe Road, Burnley, who had been for many 
years in business as an electrician, He was in his 69th year. 


. . 


CITY NOTES. 


Lord Ashfield presided at the annual 


London and meeting on May 19th. He said that the 
Suburban result was disappointing, but no other 
Traction result could have been expected consider- 
Co., Ltd. ing the expenses and how little the fares, 


&c., had been advanced. Increased operating 
expenses more than counterbalanced the increase in revenue 
of the three companies. There were no signs of any de- 
crease in the price of materials necessary for the operation 
and upkeep of the undertakings, and further demands were 
received for increases in the wages of the operating staff. 
It was therefore essential that more revenüe should be earned. 
The Government had introduced the Tramways (Temporary 
Increase of Charges) Bill, which, while it did not afford a 
permanent measure of relief, would give the companies an 
opportunity of increasing their revenue by bringing the 
fares more into relation with the present economic position 
and with the expenses of carrying the traffic. It remained 
to be seen to what extent the public would accept this addi- 
tional burden, but he could not but believe that they would 
be willing to pay such fares as might be necessary to meet 
reasonable working expenses and to provide adequate sums 
for depreciation and a fair return on capital. There was a 
rate of fare which would secure the maximum earnings, 
and to go bevond that rate of fare would reduce the earnings 
and bring disaster to the undertakings. He would, there- 
fore, take that opportunitv of warning those who were 
constantly agitating for increased wages that they could 
overburden the undertakings and bring disaster to them- 
selves and to all those associated with them. The tramway 
and omnibus undertakings in which their company was 
interested were not earning sufficient to meet their actual 
expenses, and until fares had been increased and it was 
known definitely just how much the public would pay, and 
whether sufficient revenue could be obtained to meet even 
the present expenses, including depreciation and a reasonable 
return on capital, it was difficult to see how further increases 
in expenses could be incurred. 


The report for 1919 shows as follows: 


Calcutta 
Units sold 31,881,710, as against 30.431.132 
gessi dad in 1918. Houses connected 10.271. an in- 
Et d. , crease of 374. Gross revenue £359,949, 


against £304,955. Net revenue £37 206, 
against £173,949. The net profit for 1919, plus balance brought 
forward and interest received, totalled £293,459. £34,408 has 
been placed to the credit of the depreciation and renewala 
account, The balance of excess profits duty in respect of 
1917-18 £27,724, and an estimated liability in respect of 1919 
for similar duty 234.070, is provided for. £55,000 is put to 
reserve, £5,000 to the insurance fund, 25.000 to the pension 
fund, and a final dividend is recommended on the ordinarv 
shares for the second half-year of 6 per cent. actual, making 
10 per cent. for the vear. Further, it is recommended that 
subject to the shareholders’ approval and to the alteration 
of the articles of association, one fullv-paid preference share 
shall be issued as bonus for each 10 ordinary shares held 
fractions to be paid in cash. A balance estimated at £45.693 
ia carried forward after providing for the directors’ additional 
remuneration of £4,000. Expenditure on capital account last 


year £51,653. Total outlay to December 31581 last £1,438 190 
The demand for electrical energy still continues to increas 
In order to meet the same, after considering a report on the 
situation from their consulting engineers in conjunction with 
the company's engineer, that the capital should be increased 
the directors find themselves inevitably committed to a 
increase of the system involving lj millions sterling. The 
power station must be more than doubled, and the netuck 
of distribution in proportion; they therefore recommend that 
the capital shall be increased from £1,500,000 to 43m uy 
by the issue of 300,000 additional shares of 45 each, ilg 
that the rate of dividend payable in respect of the prefeience 
shares be increased from 5 to 64 per cent. 


The Elektriska Aktiebolag Volta reports 
that a total loss of 1,129,000 kr. was in- 
curred in 1919, of which 656,000 kr. wo. 
| cerned the manufacturing departments, ai 
compared with net profits of 555,000 kr. in the previous year 
on a share capital of 5,000,000 kr. All the subsidiary cou. 
panies are being liquidated, and the Volta company itself ig 
to be reorganised by the formation of a new company with 
a share capital of 6,500,000 kr. 

The directors of the Telefon A.B. Cedergren, of Stockholm, 
reporting on the past year, states that the network in War 
saw was for the most part restored after the damages caused 
during the German occupation. The company's concession 
expired on Noveinber 14th, 1919, and a provisional agreement 
was entered into with the Polish Ministry to continue working 
until July Ist, 1920, whilst negotiations were proceeding a 
to the conditions for further maintaining the service. The 
total loss for the year amounts to 1,889,000 kr., of which 
883.000 kr. represents the writing down of Russian debts. 

The report of the A.B. Elektraverken states that the situa- 
tion of the market in 1919 was not satisfactory for the oom. 
pany's manufactures. The unfavourable conditions of ei- 
change facilitated foreign competition, and compelled the con. 
pany for the present to cease the production of batteries and 
thermo flasks, and rendered impossible the export of ether 
manufactures. The results were also prejudictally affected by 
a three months’ strike at the installation materials factory. 
and the great advance im wages. As net profits the account 
show the sum of 557,000 kr., as against 713,000 kr. in 108, 
when a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. was paid. Its 
however, not proposed to make any distribution for last year, 
but to di of the surplus available by allocations to the 
renewal and reserve funds, and by the carrying forward of 
318,000 kr., as compared with 157,000 kr. ig 1918. 


The Compagnie de Telegraphie Sans Р! 
reports net profits of 2,525,000 fr. for 1919 
and a dividend of 40 fr. per share, this 
comparing with 27.22 fr. per share for the 
eleven months comprising the previous financial year. — 

The Société d'Electro-Chemie de Bozel has declared a dm- 
dend at the rate of 2 fr. per share out of net profits of 
162,000 fr. in 1919, as against 22 fr. and 766,000 fr. respectively 
in the previous year. 

The net profits of the Société Gramme in 1919 are reported 
at 097,000 fr., as compared with 703,000 fr. in the previous 
year. After making allocations to the legal reserve fund and 
provision for the tax on war profits, there remains a balane 
of 402.000 fr., permitting of the payment of a dividend d 
50 oe against 48 fr. per old share and 25 fr. per new share 
in 1918. 

The Société d' Hlectro-C He et d'Electro-Métallurgte, which 
last year absorbed the Electro-Chimique du Giffre et des Cat. 
bures Métallurgiques and increased the share capital from I5 
to 35 millions of francs, reports net profits of 3,855,000 fr. for 
1919 as compared with 1,546,000 fr. in 1918. It has bem 
decided to pay a dividend of 45 fr. per share on the augmente 
capital, this contrasting with 50 fr. per share in the previous 
year. 


Babcock & 
Wilcox, Ltd. 


Swedish 
Companies. 


French 
Companies. 


The net profit for 1919 was £455,080. 
plus £92,089 brought forward. After par: 
ing the interim dividends of 3 per cent. 
and 21 per cent. on the preference 
shares, and 6 per cent. on the ordinary, further di" 
dends at the same rates on the preference and 9 fel 
cent., free of income tax, on the ordinary shares, are to 
be paid; £150,000 is to be put to reserve; £10,000 is to be pul 
to staff pension fund; and £193,995 carried forward. e 
capital has been increased by 500.000 ordinary shares. but the* 
do not rank for the dividend now announced on the old ort 
nary shares. The construction of the works of the Socieda 
Espanola de Construcciones Babcock & Wilcox will be com- 
pleted this year. The company is equipping auxiliary works 
In Australia and Italy, and is extending its Japanese work’. 
The French B. & W. works, in which the company 18 M 
terested, have been enlarged and the capital of that compan’ 
increased, At Renfrew considerable extensions are bens 
undertaken; a new foundry and pipe shop are being built. 
the crane making department is being enlarged, and new 
offices are being erected. Extensions are in progress at the 
Dumbarton works. The use of B. & W. marine boilers is I 
creasing, and the amount of orders in hand for all the com- 
pany's manufactures is satisfactory. —'' Whilst there is ne 
improvement noticeable in the output of our workmen, it 4 
still below the pre-war standard, and there are also contin? 
interruptions, through trade disputes, to contend with. 


— — — - — — 
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The accounts of the Ateliers de Construc- ` 


Belgians 


tions Electriques de Charleroi show total 
Companies. 


profits of 2,703,000 fr. for 1919. It is there- 
tore possible to extinguish the provisional 
debit balance of 2,337,000 fr. which existed at the end of 
1918, pay interest on the loans, and carry 209,000 fr. forward. 

The Compagnie des Railways et de lU Electricité reports net 
profits of 359,000 fr. for 1919, which sum has been carried 
forward. At-the recent general meeting the chairman stated 
that the company hoped to resume the payment of dividends 
next year, and the directors were devoting special attention 
to industrial undertakings which were inore remunerative 
than tramways and supply works. 

The Société Génerale Belge d'Entreprises Electriques re- 
ports net profits of 784,000 fr. for 1919, and a dividend at the 
rate of 25 fr. per share has been declared on the old capital 
and 1.67 fr. per share on the partly-paid shares. The report 
states that the supply works in which the company is in- 
terested have profited in general by the resumption of in- 
dustrial activity, especially as the use of electricity is becoming 
general, and electric motors are being increasıngly adopted 
both by small and big industries. At the same time, the 
public authorities in most cases have sanctioned an advance 
in supply tariffs and in tramway fares. 


The directors of Voigt & Haeffner A.G., 
of Frankfort-on-Main, recommend a divi- 
dend at the rate of 18 per cent. for 1919, 
being the same as in the previous year. 

The accounts of the Ivlektro-Salpeterwerks A.G., of Berlin, 
show net profits for 1919 which permits of the reduction of 
the debit balance from 1, 420, 000 marks to 1,380,000 marks. 

The Norddeutsche Seekabel Werke A.G., of Nordenham, 
after making provision for depreciation and losses on invest- 
ments, reports a loss of 47,00Q marks for 1919, as compared 
with net profits of 291,000 marks in 1918. 

The Ver. Isolutoren Werke A.G., of Berlin-Pankow, after 
making provision for depreciation, reports net profits of 
166,000 marks for 1919, as compared with 126,000 marks in 
the preceding year. The directors recommend a dividend at 
1 of 12 per cent., this comparing with 10 per cent. 
in : 

The accounts of the Elektrochemische Werke, of Berlin, 
after writing off 2,100,000 marks for special depreciation on 
new plant in 1919, as against 900,000 marks in 1918, show net 
profits of 2,629,000 marks, as compared with 1,926,000 marks 
in the previous year. It is intended to distribute a rate of 
15 per cent., this comparing with 12 per cent. in 1918. 

The accounts of the Bergmann Elektrizitats Werke A.G., 
of Berlin, show gross profits of 22,162,000 marks for 1919, as 
compared with 23,683,000 marks in the preceding year. After 
providing 1,987,000 for depreciation, as against 2,578,000 
marks, the net profits are returned at 7,448,000 marks, as 
compared with 7,149,000 marks in 1918. It is proposed to 
pay a dividend of 12 per cent. on the paid capital of 47,750,000 
marks as in the previous year. The unpaid capital is to be 
called up, and the share capital then increased by 98,000,000 
marks to 80,000,000 marks. 

T The report for 1919 of the Aluminium 
Industrie A.G., of Neuhausen, states that 
the expectations that with the conclusion 
of peace the conditions of production and 
sale would revert to normal paths, and 
relief take place in the provision of raw materials, had not 
been fulfilled. On the canfrary, increased difficulties had to 
be contended with in order to supply the works with raw 
materials. With the exception of the Tend works in German 
Austria it was possible to maintain restricted working at all 
the manufecturing plants, and the production under these 
circumstances was less than in the preceding vear. In addi- 
tion to the large decline in the output, the unfavourable con- 
ditions of exchange, the enormously increased wages, and 
the advance in the cost of raw materials and freights, were 
the causes of the less favourable results as contrasted with 
the preceding year. The gross profits, including the balance 
forward declined from 38,062.000 fr. in 1918 to 16.390,000 fr. 
last vear. After considerably reducing the amount provided 
for depreciation as compared with 1918, the net nrofits have 
fallen from 12,093,000 fr. in the latter vear to 8.821.000 fr. in 
1919. As recently mentioned. the dividend is ^t the rate of 
18 per cent. on ordinary share capital of 42.000.000 fr., this 
comparing with 20 per cent. in 1918 and 90 per cent. in 
each of the three preceding vears on considerably less canital. 
The report further states that the seizure of the works in 
France had not yet been raised, although speedy settlement 
was to be foreseen. The Hungarian Bauxite Co. had to sus- 
pend activity after the revolution. and had not vet been 
able to resume. Nevertheless the Neuhausen Co. possessed 
large stocks of bauxite which would last a long time forward. 


German 
Companies. 


Neuhausen 
Aluminium 
Industry Co. 


Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd.—The financial Press 
etates that the directors propose to increase the borrowing 
powers of the company. 


Brisbane Electric Tramways Investment Co.. Ltd.—Divi- 
dend of 8 per cent. per annum, free of tax, on ordinary ehares 
for half-year, making 8 per cent, for the year; £20,000 to 
reserve; £38,876 carried forward. 


Potteries Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Mr. R. J. Howley, 
presiding at the annual meeting, said that the traffic re- 
ceipts amounted to £251,745, an increase of £46,221, due to a 
sinall increase in traffic and a further increase in fares. The 
administration and general expenses increased by £5,022. 
The introduction of the 48-hour week in April, 1919, had 
caused the largest single increase in wages which they had 
had to meet in any year, being equivalent to 13s. per man 
per week on the old basis of a 60-hour week. In November 
a further 4s. a week had been granted by an award of the 
Committee on Production. A further increase of 8s. per 
man per week, which would rise to 9s. on June Ist next, 
recently recommended by the National Industrial Council, 
was now being paid. Increases in wages during the year 
had out-distanced the increased cost of living, and there must 
be some finality to the increases which could be granted. 
Wages continued to advance, and the raising of additional 
revenue became more difficult. Their efforts had not been 
unsuccessful during the year under review in maintaining 
the balance available for distribution, but there was a limit 
to which fares could be raised. 


Richardsons, Westgarth & Co., Ltd.—The profit for the 
year ended December 8154, after providing for estimated 
liabilities to the Government, amounts to £185,040, against 
£133,275 in 1918, to which is added £93,818 brought forward. 
One year's arrears of preference dividend to April 30th, 1912, 
paid June 17th, absorbed £21,000; two years’ arrears of prefer- 
ence dividend to April 30th, 1914, paid November 28th, £42,000. 
It is proposed to allocate £45,000 to depreciation for 1919; 
portion of capital expenditure in 1919, written off, £13,565; 
leaving a credit balance of £48,842. The company's liability 
for excess profits duty for the past four years has not yet been 
finally adjusted, but it is estimated, says the Times, that out 
of the retainable profits for the year 1919 a total payment of 
£105,000 can be made to the preference shareholders. Of thia 
sum, а distribution of £63,000, as shown above, has already 
been made, and it is now proposed to pay £49,000 out of the 
balance of profit remaining; the dividend on the preference 
shares will then have been paid to April 30th, 1916. 


Arbroath Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd.—Mr. George 
Balfour, M.P., said at the annual meeting that the present 
consumption of current was about 30 per cent. greater than 
that of a year ago. Naturally this increase of business, he 
said, required an extension of their plant and machinery and 
cables, and each, of course, meant additional capital. After 
referring to the arrangements for the increase of capital, he 
said it was not the intention to issue all the new shares at 
one time, but the directors had thought it wise to make ample 
provision, and shares would be issued as and when fresh 
capital was required. A special vote of thanks was passed 
to the engineer (Mr. J. Cathcart Christie) and his staff. 


Anglo-American Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The three quarterly 
interim dividends on the preferred and ordinary stock absorbed 
£157,500, and the directors on January 3lst last paid the final 
dividend of 30s. per cent. for the year on these shares and on 
the deferred stock. These payments absorbed altogether 
£262,500, being the rent paid by the Western Union Telegraph 
Co. for the year. equal to 33 per cent. on the ordinary stock, 
6 per cent. on the preferred stock, and 14 per cent. on the 
deferred stock. The balance at credit of revenue account 
(468.822) includes £3.197 interest received, and the balance of 
£65,695 is available for the payment of dividends for the 
quarter to March 815%, 1920. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has ordered 
the undermentioned to be officially quoted :— 

Erinoid, T,£d.—100,000 shares of 5s. each fully paid (Nos. 
600,001 to 700,000). 

Greenwood & Batley, Ltd.—168,000 ordinary shares of £1 
each. fully paid (Nos. 1 to 168,000); and 96,000 7 ner cent. 
cumulative preference shares of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 1 to 
96,000). 


The Committee has sepcially allowed dealing in the follow- 
ing under temporary regulation 4 (3) :— 

River Plate Electricity Co., Ltd.—199,440 ordinary shares 
of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 175,001 to 297,440). 


Ramsgate & District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Profit 
for 1919 £4,247, as against 42.026 for 1918. After deducting 
interest on outstanding accounts due to contractors (£1,13?) 
and adding £743 brought forward, the balance is £3,857. 
Dividend 5 per cent.; £2,000 to reserve; £857 carried for- 
ward. Mr. А. N. Rye hae been elected a director in place 
of Mr. A. D. Chamen, resigned. 

E 


Mirrlees Bickerton & Day. Ltd.— The report ſor the year 
ended March. 1920, states that the net profit, after providing 
for depreciation and excess profits duty, &c., is £41,842, plus 
£5,720 brought forward. It is proposed to pay a dividend on 
the ordinary shares, making 124 per cent., free of tax, placing 
£5,000 to reserve, and carrying forward £7,510. 


British Mannesmann Tube Co., Ltd.—Intecim dividend of 
4 per cent., less tax. 


ae 
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Dublin and Lucan Electric Railway Co.—At the annual 
meeting Mr. J. W. Hill said that the gross income had largely 
exceeded that of any previous year. The increase was 
accounted for to a certain extent by the increased passenger 
fares, but the increase in the number of passengers as against 
those carried in the previous year was almost 52,000. The 
service was still curtailed, but it was hoped to improve it. As 
to: expenditure, wages were double the amount of 1918 and 
coal was, dearer, while the coal supply prospects were anything 
but reassuring. 


Companies Struck off the Register.—The following have 
been struck off the register and are dissolved :— 

Faringdon Electric Light and Power Co., Ltd. 

Star Vacuum Cleaner Co., Ltd. 


Western Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend of 5s. per 
share, free of tax. 


ро О 


. STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


Stock EXCHANGE markets appear to be the better for thei- 
Whitsun holiday, and a fair amount of business rewarded 
those who were eufficiently conscientious to return to town 
to-day (Tuesday). The holiday passed without giving rise to 
any unexpected complications at home and abroad, so there 
was nothing to check the mildly better tone established at the 
end of last week. . | 

The dramatic drop in many prices in the commodity, food 
and metal markets is regarded from various points of view. 
New York sends apprehensions as to its further course being 
undesirable in view of possible slump consequences in the 
market for Government and other securities, and this aspect 
naturally occurs to the holder of stocks and shares, the prices 
of which are bound to suffer if forced liquidation goes to 
extremes. At the same time, it is well recognised that the 
fall in Stock Exchange prices has been extremely severe dur- 
ing the past two months, and that the forced selling has been 
accomplished to no small extent already. The City, therefore, 
is not alarmed at the outlook, and the manner in which gilt- 
сш сои are supported is evidence of the investors’ frame 
of mind. $e | 
. People are buying 5 shares and fixed interest stocks 
to-day on the ground that dividends on ordinary shares are 
likely to be eaten into by the additional E.P.D., and that this 
may make material difference to the dividends on ordinary 
shares. In these circumstances, the attractions stand out from 
such ‘investments as General Electric 74 per cent. B prefer- 
ence, which can be bought at about 19s. 3d., and are repre- 
sentative af the class of shares for which the investor is now 
asking. No doubt the course of time will bring the ordinary 
shares into favour again, but—equally no doubt—preference 
issues are more popular with the public at present. 

Electricity Supply shares are weaker on account of several 
decreased accounts which have come to market this week. 
County ordinary and preference have felt this more particu- 
larly, but London Electrics and Metropolitans also gave way. 
City Lights are quoted in their £1 (instead of £10) guise, the 
ordinary being called 14 and the preference 17s. At these 
prices the former give a return of nearly 9 per cent. on the 
money, and the preference offer a little over 7 per cent. Cal- 
cutta Electric Supply are 5s. lower at 8, although the report 
18 regarded a8 being quite a good one. 

Edisons at 238. 9d. have hardened up; otherwise the manu- 
facturing group is dullish, with General Electrics easier at 
318. 3d., and Siemens at 268. Henleys shed 1-16 to 40s. 
Castner Kellners recovered to 4 on the declaration of an in- 
terim dividend at the rate of 90 per cent. 

The International, which took over a large part of the Auto- 
matic Telephone shares, issues a report dealing with the share 
capital and other figures, but which is otherwise colourless. 
American and other dollar securities are lower in many cases, 
the New York Stock Exchange being subject to depressing 
conditions due to causes not unlike those which have made 
prices dull over here. Cuban Telephone 6 per cent. prefer- 
ence fell 2 to 120, and American Telephone and Telegraph 
capital stock dropped to 1171. Rio Tramways Ist mortgage 
bonds weakened to 82}. Brazilian Tractions reacted to 491, 
after being above 50. The Anjlo-Argentine Tramways list is 
rather firmer, the first preference hardening to 34. Mexican 
Light and Power firsts at 41 are 5 points better on the fort- 
night. The death of President Carranza has had little effect 
other than this upon Mexican issues. Stock Exchange opinion, 
already quoted, persists that no change can be for the worse in 
Mexico. . | 

Cable stocks are as langourous as the weather. Anglo- 
American deferred continues its down ward course. Globe 
ordinary shares are 58. lower. West India and Panama have 
given away further to 198. owing to the poor report. Shares 
changed hands down to аз. 64. Marconis remain в firm 


market at 33, but the new ordinary are still at 28. 6d. discount, 
and Marines are 1-16 better at 38s. 9d. 

Reference was made here last week to Atkin's Manual.“ 
To quote further from its pages may appear to savour 
of laziness on the part of the commentator, yet, in 
these kaleidoscopic days, it is very interesting to have 
a lucid reminder of the Electricity Bill (1919) which 
is now law. Risking the charge just mentioned, we 
repeat from the Manual before us: This Bill, owing to 
strong opposition in the House of Lords, directed specially 
against its financial proposals, was considerably modified 
all its Compulsory features withdrawn, and the proposals re- 
lating to the appointment of Commissioners and the control 
and advice which they are enabled by the Act to give in con- 
nection with the development of electricity were retained.” 
The power enjoyed by the London County Council to purchase 
in 1981 the undertakings of all the companies together for fair 
market value without goodwill (Electric Lighting Act, 1888) 
is now transferred to the Joint Electricity Authorities for the 
area in which a company operates. This is how the position 
stands at present, and the element of uncertainty which ob- 
viously continues to exist is sometimes held responsible for 
the reluctance that many investors entertain in regard to 
putting money into electric lighting shares. f 

Home Railway stocks are more or less moribund. The 
vast numbers of passengers carried by the motor-’buses during 
the Whitsun holiday has failed to infuse any interest into the 
market for the Underground Railways group.. Armament 
shares make a fairly good showing, with Vickers hardening 
slightly. Rubber shares rallied on the raw material picking 
up to а florin per lb., which brought in a few buyers and a 


great many inquiries. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL OOMPANIBS, 
Home ELECTRIC COMPANIES, __ 
Dividend Price 


— — May 25, Yield 
1918. 1919, 1920. Rise or fall. p. o. 
eo ee ee 8 19 -— a 8 9 
Lover er eo eo é 7 у -— 9 6 8 
do. do. do €) Pref. eo 4 dà — 8 8 8 
Chelsea.. 0 0 ee ee 8 4 8 — 6 8 4 
оце London ае "i T 8 10 1tà — 8 17 10 
do. 6 per cent. Pref... 6 6 17/- —1/ 719 
Oounty of oe eo 7 8 =. 9 11 2 
do do. 6 per cent, Pref, : ; : — 1 = 4 
ee ee | -— I 5 
London ee • ee ип a — é 6 ое 
do. до. 6 percent. Prel... 6 6 — 948 
mir n ee ee & e A A 3 — i ш ; а 
0 oen Pref. ee == 
Bt. James’ and Fan & „ 10 18 — 8 18 10 
Bouth London a ae 9 5 6 — 918 0 
South Metropolitan Pref. .. ee 1 1 1 — т 00 
Westminster Ordinary .. ee 8 10 6 — 10 e o 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, ii 


Anglo-Am. Tel. Ре, .. .. 
do. Def. ee eo 


oo 


Hartern Extension.. .. .. 
Globe Tel and T. Ora. 

do. do. Pref, .. si 
Ta Northern Tel, “s Ls 
Maroo 


laco 
TRTE 


e^ 
4 SS ο - Add foa. 
а | озот K- AES Ee. 


uiiter 


Ses RTR e -e 
Put 
e 
LJ 


ni nn es ee t- өө — * 4 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. ae 12 | 
United R. Plate Tel. ° ee — А - 
West India and Panama .. . 0 — 
Western Telegraph. os . 10 е 
| ' Home Raita, - 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 444 | = 819 9 
Metropolitan .. s Vs А 1 wh 20 +3 5 00 
до. District У ee ee N 1 8 -— i мп 
Unde und Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil 1 — Nil 
до, do. “A” . МШ Nil /- —464. Nil 
do. do, Inoome.. 6 4 604 — 618 8 
` Forricn Trams, &c. 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil Nil & +4 — 
15 49, r2 тер ee 8 r 8 | — — 
о. O. e . — 
Brasil Tractions  .. ae „ = — 49 — z = 0 
Bombay Electrio Pref.  .. vá 6 6 1 — 411 8 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pice. 6 6 — 9 2 0 
do. do. Preferrred a4 6 4 — 10 6 2 
do. do. Deferred N 8 — 8 14 10 
do. do. Deb. oe 4 М, Б9 — 8 8 6 
Mexico Trams6 percent. Bonds.. N 284 — Nil 
do. 6 ber cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 201 — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. . Nl Nl 1 — Nil 
do. Pref. СУ ө Nil Nil a — Nu 
do. 1st Bonds ‚ NU NI 41 +2 каз 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIBS, 
Babcock & Wiloox .. T ^ 15 — == 5 4 4 
British Aluminium Ord. .. .. 10 10 in — 9 8 2 
up T Ке T «„ 25 — — 716 8 
"n el. .. x) ee l 4 — L| 
Castner.Kellner АА эе os 250 E 15 + { Б . е 
Crompton Ord. ee ee ee 10 — 31/6 — 9 6 0 
Edison-Swan, A ө» .. 10 — 1 + № 8 8 0 
do. do. b per cent. Deb. E 6 5 79 =— 6 5 9 
Bleotric Construction А . 20 == 21/- — 9 10 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref,  .. T e 68 64 18 / +ва. 7 45 
do. Ота. ae . е 10 тт 1% — Ys 6 8 0 
Henley ee ee 96 15 2 — Yi 3 10 0 
do. 44 Prel.. А ay 1$ Bi — 6 18 6 
India Rubber. • oe ee oe 10 — 13] — *7 11 0 
Met.-Vickers Pref, ГЕ] eo ee — 8 ` 3 : — 6 18 6 
Siemens Ord... oe ee ee 10 10 26/. —~bd, 67 13 10 
Telegraph Con, „+ oe oe 20 20 224 . — © 6 8 


t Dividends paid free of Income Tax, 
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THE LOWER SEVERN ELECTRICITY DISTRICT. 


er | E By H. M. S. 


(Concluded from page 647.) 


If the Commissioners sought for an area in which 
the industrial and population factors vary widely with 
a large proportion electrically undeveloped, so that their 
first scheme may be tested through a considerable range 
of conditions, this area seems to offer & good opportunity. 
It may be only a coincidence that Hereford, which is in 
the district, has the only supply undertaking which has 
definitely tried to cater for agricultural demands. There 
are those who think that electric supply in rural districts 
will prove of social and economic value, providing some 

. encouragement to the development of village and home 
industries, some social amenities, as well as assistance to 
the agriculturist, and thereby promote an increase in the 
rural populations which social reformers agree to be 
desirable. | 

This district gives the Commissioners an opportunity of 
testing the theory, if they or others can finance the 
enterprise. 

Another feature of the district is that outside Bristol and 
Bath the existing supply stations are on the small side, 
situated in small towns, each isolated from its colleagues 
by relatively considerable distances, so that interlinking is 
hardly practicable or of advantage. Also, no part of the 
area, excepting the Severn shore, appears to offer any 
facilities for the operation of a large economical station, 
whilst all parts of it can be reached by transmission lines 
not exceeding about 50 miles in length, a length which is 
very moderate compared with American and Continental 
practice. The conditions, therefore, give a super-station a 
rather better opening to show ite utility, than will be the case 
in some other areas. It may prove that, some of the small 
isolated stations will find a bulk supply cheaper than their 
own generating costs, especially as regards any increase in 
load. 

Clearly, if this idea is in the Commissioners’ minds, its 
success depends very much upon the way in which the 
possibility of supply stimulates the growth of demand 
throughout the district. As so much of it, including many 
large villages and small towns, is without a supply now, it 
is safe to suppose that there is already some unsatisfied 
demand to start with. | 

Authorised undertakers within the proposed district will 
netural wish to know how the proposals of the Commis- 
sioners will affect them, and may bring forward a scheme 
which will propose the formation of a joint electricity 
authority with the proposers as the undertaker members. 
It would not be surprising to hear that such a scheme has 
already been put before the Commissioners in some form, 
though this is only guesswork. 

But two things may be kept in mind. "The first is that 
if a joint electricity authority is set up, that authority 
becomes ac’ authorised undertaker for the whole of the 
district not covered by the areas of supply of existing 
undertakers, and is under the general obligation of an 
authorised undertaker to give supplies in the area. This 
obligation is not unlimited, but may be made mandatory by 
the Commissioners in respect of any area. It is, therefore, 
distinctly onerous. | 

The other is that the Commissioners may not accept апу 
scheme submitted to them, but may amend it or formulate 
one of their own, and give effect to the amended or substi- 
tuted scheme. These facts may have aconsiderable bearing 
upon the future of existing undertakings. The authorised 
undertakings in the district are somewhat scattered, Some 
of them are quite isolated, surrounded by rural territory 

outside their areas of supply, which does not tempt them to 
obtain extended powers. The extended power to use over- 
head lines, and the power of the Commissioners to make 
orders having the effect of provisional orders, may modify 
the conditions. What steps can they take to safeguard 
their interests’ Circumstances differ so much in different 
cases that it would be foolish to offer any general advice. 


The owners of each undertaking should consider whether 
the organisation of the supply throughout the district is 
likely to benefit them, or whether they have anything to 
fear from it, and shape their course accordingly. The 1919 
Act is not very difficult to understand, and a careful perusal 
of it will reveal the powers, duties, and responsibilities of 
the authority with reference to individual undertakings. 

As before stated, it is known that some of the most 
important undertakings have conferred, with a view to 
co-operation in establishing a joint authority, and it may 
be expected that such a scheme will be put forward with 
Bristol in the forefront. Any authorised undertakers may, 
Jointly or separately, propose schemes, Whilst other bodies 
than authorised undertakers may submit schemes, it does 
not seem likely that any such will propose schemes for this 
particular district. | 

The point js that no undertaker can be sure of being left 
outside the operations of a joint authority by merely refrain- 
ing from acting with others in preparing a scheme. If 
such an authority is set up, every undertaking in the district 
will become subject to its supervision, and at the same time 
have a right to such benefits as the authority may be able 
to dispense. | 

There is, however, nothing to prevent any authorised 
undertaker from submitting a scheme for the improvement 
of the supply in its own vicinity. | | 

If all the authorised undertakers in the district can agree 
upon a scheme in which their separate interests will be 
equitably treated, and the supply organisation demon- 
strably improved, the Commissioners will have to give such 
an agreed scheme very serious consideration. Naturally, 
in such an event, they will examine it rather closely from 
the public point of view, but the fact of unanimity will be 
a strong point. If discussion between the undertakers 
leaves some of them dissatisfied with the arrangement 
favoured by the majority, the dissentients will at least have 
the advantage of knowing what case they will. have to meet 
at the local inquiry, and be prepared to set out their own 
objections and proposals for amendment. 

Some of the undertakers, especially those who are most 
isolated, may fail to see any advantages to themselves from 
the operations of a Joint Authority. It appears to be open 
to them to submit schemes for local improvements, including 
the extensions of their own areas of supply. The powers 
given by the Act for the use of overhead lines and the 
compulsory acquisition of wayleaves may in some cases 
make this course quite attractive. But the Commissioners 
cannot grant them an extension of tenure, the one thing 
needful for small companies. 

Another course open to any undertaker is to ask that the 
proposed area of the district may be altered by excluding 
the undertaker’s area of supply. This can be done by 
submitting an objection or representation to the delimita- 
tion notice under Section 5, Sub-section (1), or the point 
can be raised at the local inquiry to be held under 
Sub-sec. (2). The prudent course is to submit an 
objection. The success of such an objection seems to be 
the only way in which an undertaking preferring to be left 
alone can attain that object. But success does not seem 
very likely, unless it can be shown that the isolation desired 
will enable the said undertaking to serve the public better 
than when working under a joint authority. The Com- 
missioners may be expected to examine such а proposition 
very critically. 

It must be remembered that the Commissioners may 
approve one of the schemes submitted with or without 
modification, or if no scheme submitted is approved, the 
Commissioners may themselves formulate such a scheme. 
Also that the scheme approved does not necessarily include 
the formation of a joint authority. But as the Com- 
missioners have formally stated that it appears vo them 
that the existing organisation for the supply should be 
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improved, it is extremely unlikely that things will be left 
in statu quo. That would be an admission by the Com- 


missioners that what they have said should be done, cannot 


be done. 

Under the Act of 1919 no generating station or other 
property of an authorised undertaker can be acquired by a 
joint electricity authority without the consent of the owner. 
But the amending Bill of this Session proposes to empower 
the Commissioners to establish either a joint electricity 
authority or a District Electricity Board in any district. 
A District Electricity Board will take over all tle generat- 
ing stations in the district by compulsory purchase on the 
terms which were so strongly opposed in the discussions on the 
1919 Bill. The opposition last session, and the pressure 
of time, led to the Government withdrawing these pro- 
visions. The 1920 Bill seeks to restore them, with the 
very important addition that the compulsory purchase 
powers may (but not shall) be conferred on joint electricity 
authorities, as well as district electricity boards. 

Whether the Commissioners will be in possession of these 
additional powers when they come to approve or formulate 
a scheme for the Lower Severn district, cannot yet be said. 
The Bill has not yet passed its second reading in the House 
of Commons, a good deal of opposition has been organised, 
largely on the Government side of the House, and the Irish 
Bill will block the way for some weeks. 

But as the local inquiry will take place after July 318t— 
one would say in September at the earliest —the fate of the 
Bill will be decided before the Commissioners have to 
approve or formulate a scheme. It is not uncharitable to 
suppose that this fact had something to do with the fixing 
of the date. It is, however, rather embarrassing for the 
undertakers who do not know whether the Commissioners 
will, or will not, have the power to make a scheme with 
compulsory purchasing powers. It may conceivably make 
all the difference to their attitude towards any scheme 
which may be discussed among themselves. 

There is this to be said about it. If the authorised 
undertakers, or a substantial majority of them, can agree 
upon a scheme which is calculated to meet the public 
requirementa without the introduction of compulsory 
purchase powers, there seems no particular reason why the 
Commissioners should put in those powers, supposing that 
the present Bill has been passed. And if any undertaker 
considers that it would be to his advantage vo transfer a 
part, or the whole, of his undertaking to the Joint 
Authority, the scheme may include provision for such 
transfer on agreed terms. 

The weak point of the 1919 Act is that there is no pro- 
vision for financing Joint Electricity Authorities, Whilst 
the Act contemplates that these bodies may purchase land, 
generating stations, and whole undertakings, and prescribes 
that the consent of the Electricity Commissioners shall be 
obtained to any proposed capital expenditure, there is not 
a word showing how the authorities are to raise the necessary 
capital. It is true that the scheme setting up an authority 
“may contain any consequential, incidental, and supple- 
mental provisions which appear to be expedient or proper 
for the purpose of the scheme,” and perhaps borrowing and 
other financial powers may be held to be covered by the 
words quoted. Also the scheme may provide for the 
exercise by the Joint Authority “of all or any of the 
powers of the authorised undertakers within the elec- 
tricity district," which certainty seems to cover borrowing 
and other financial powers, including the borrowing powers 
of municipal undertakings on the security of the rates. 

It seems, therefore, that any scheme approved or formu- 
lated by the Commissioners must incorporate provisions for 
financing the authority, with sufficient elasticity to allow 
for future development. This part of the scheme will not 
be the easiest to arrange, 

To revert to procedure. When the Electricity Commis- 
sioners have approved or formulated a scheme, they are to 
publish it, aud to hold a public inquiry on it. After that, 
they make an order giving effect to the scheme, possibly 
with modifications resulting from the last-named inquiry, 
present it to the Ministry of Transport, which may confirm 
the order, with or without modifications. The order has 
then to be laid before each House of Parliament, and is not 
to come into operation until it has been approved — with or 


е 


without modification—by a resolution passed by each House. 
With these approvals the order giving effect to the scheme 
will have the validity of an Actof Parliament. It may be 
altered at any future date by an order which has passed 
through the кате procedure. 

It may be useful to recapitulate the steps of thia 
procedure :— 

1. Notice of provisional delimitation of electricity dis- 
trict by the Commissioners. | 

Objections or representations regarding the inclusion or 
exclusion of any area in the proposed district may be 
submitted, and if such are submitted the Commissioners 
have to hold a Local Inquiry No. 1. 

2. Notice that it appears to the Commissioners that the 
organisation of supply in the district should be improved, 
and inviting authorised undertakers and certain other 
bodies to submit schemes for its improvement within a 
definite time. 

The Commissioners have to hold a Local Inquiry No. 2 
into this matter. At this inquiry questions of the inclusion 
or exclusion of any area in the district may be raised, 
whether Local Inquiry No. 1 has been held, or not, and it 
is only after No. 2 inquiry that the area is to be finally 
determined. 

The Commissioners evidently consider that these two 
notices may be issued simultaneously. 

3. Publication by the Commissioners of any scheme 
which they may have approved or formulated, and the 
holding of Local Inquiry No. 3 thereon. 

4. Presentation by the Commissioners of an order giving 
effect to the scheme decided on as the result of Inquiry No. 3 
to the Ministry of Transport. 

5. Confirmation, with or without modification, of an order 
80 presented, by the Ministry of Transport. 

6. Approval by each House of Parliament by a resolut:on 
of an order so confirmed, with or without modification. 

There will be opportunities for parties interested to 
present their case :— 

1. As to the inclusion or exclusion of any area, by objec- 
tion or representation, at Local Inquiry No. 1 ; and at Local 
Inquiry No. 2. | 

2. As to schemes for the improvement of supply, by the 
submission of such schemes, at Local Inquiry No. 2, and 
at Local Inquiry No. 3. 

3. Generally by representations to the Ministry of Trans- 
port with respect to an order giving effect to any scheme, 
before the Ministry confirm it. 

4. Generally, in discussion in Parliament on the reaolu- 
tion to confirm any order, if they can find & member of 
either or both Houses to put forward their views. 

The Commissioners and the Ministry of Transport may 
make rules in relation to the various inquiries and other 
proceedings above summarised. Until these rules —which 
have to be laid before l'arliament —have been made, nothing 
more definite can be said as to how action ia to be taken 
under headings 1, 2 and 3. As to No. 4, there are no rules. 
but there are manners. 


— . M ———M — À — 


The Electrical Resistivity of Iron.—At the annual 
meeting of the Iron and Steel Institute, Mr. A. L. Norbury dis- 
cussed the effect of various elements on the electrical resistivity of 
iron, and gave a resume of the most important papers on the 
subject, up to and including that of Benedicks in 1902. He showed 
that Benedieks's method of plotting the resistivity values of 
quenched carbon steels on a straight line, and extrapolatiny to 
7'6 microhms ав the resistivity of pure iron, could not be considered 
correct. Recent determinations gave t9 microhms per centimetre 
cube as the resistivity of pure iron at 20°. The results obtained by 
recent investigators showed that equi-atomic quantities of 
ditferent elements dissolved in iron did not increase the electrical 
resistivity to exactly the same amount. A new factor depending 
on the electronic properties of the particular element in solution 
determined the atomic resistivity increase in each case. The 
problem of calculating the electrical resistivity of a steel from ita 
chemical composition was brietly discussed. 

In a paper by Prof. €. A. Edwards and Mr. A. L. Norbury on the 
effect of heut treatment on electrical resistivity, it was stated that 
in the annealed condition the effect of chromium was to raise the 
resistivity of iron by 3°75 microhnis for each 170 per cent. in excess 
of 43 times the carbon content. It appeared that the etfect ої 
chromium upon the resistivity of iron was to cause an increase of 
about 5'1 microhms3 per cubic centimetre for 1˙0 per cent. held in 
solid solution. 
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THE ELECTRIC PROPULSION OF SHIPS. 


By R. J. BUTLER, M.LN.A. 


(Abstract of paper read before the GREENOCK ASSOCIATION OF ENGINEERS AND SHIPBUILDERS.) 


It is the purpose of this paper to consider some aspects of 
what appears to the author to be the logical outcome of the 
geared turbine for ship propulsion, namely, the substitution 
for the mechanical means of speed reduction of a method 
which shall be more in keeping with developments in the 
transmission of power in other industries, i.e., an electrical 
one. In putting forward a proposition, no matter how great 
the technical merits of the scheme may be, it is necessary to 
ofler the prospective buyer either a cheaper price or to pro- 
duce indisputable evidence that an extra outlay will be more 
than recouped in a short period; and that definite advantages 
result from this increased initial expenditure. To the ship- 
owner the cost per ton-mile of goods carried is the criterion 
by which his machinery is judged, always, of course, assum- 
ing reliability of the equipment. 

In the original paper a list of the electrically-propelled vessels 
so far completed 1s given, besides which there have been 
six other installations completed, including three 3,000-н.ь. 
set by Japanese firms, some sinaller repeat vessels for 
Swedish owners, and some 40 vessels aggregating about 
70,000 H.P., are under construction, principally for Scandina- 
vian owners; all these sets are equipped with Ljungstrom type 
generators. It must be conceded that there is another side 
to the picture, and the principal objections levelled against 
the system are : — 

1. Additional first cost. It may be stated broadly that the 
average increase of cost over, say, double mechanical reduc- 
tion turbines should not exceed 20-25 per cent. for a tramp 
steamer of moderate size and diminishes with an increase 
of power. 

2. Ditficulties of cooling the generators and motors. This 
18 & serious problem, as 5 to б per cent. of the total energy 
through the machines is dissipated in heat, but can be much 
assisted by intelligent grappling with the ventilation system. 
Sir Charles Parsuns employed water to cool the rotors of 
generators some years ago, with very successful results. For 
marine propulsion the provision of cooling water to the 
stator also appears to be a very desirable object, and Mr. J. 
Shepherd has shown how this can be arranged.* Practically 
the whole of the heat so generated cun be returned to the 
boiler. Further, the system would practically eliminate fire 
risks; at present a flash over is fed by the forced draught 
of the cooling air. It 1s realised that very careful construc- 
tion would be necessary to obviate damage to the electrical 
parts by water leakage, but the system appears feasible, and, 
moreover, prevents deterioration and other troubles from salt 
air, which is extremely destructive when moist and warm. 

3. Speed regulation and drop in motor etliciency. This 
cannot be strictly alleged as a disadvantage, and will be 
touched upon later. 

4. The effect of helm on propelling motors running at 
synchronous speeds. In a twin screw vessel, when the 
helm 1з put over, the revolutions of one of the propellers 
show a large drop, depending on the direction of turning or, 
in other words, to keep up the revolutions requires a large 
increase of power. In the case of a.c. motors running ut 
approximately synchronous speed, the effect of this is equiva- 
lent to an increase of propeiler torque, and the motors must 
be designed to meet this virtual overload. Moreover, when 
going astern, full motor torque will be available, seeing that 
the synchronous speed will be maintained or nearly so. At 
the same time, induction motors could uot lose their speed 
to the same extent as a steam turbine, without falling out, 
but trial results on the point are, as lar as I know, not vet 
published. As an offset to this, if the load be removed, for 
exainple, by shedding a blade or breaking a shaft, the motor 
will not race. 

5. The loss involved in transmission due to the inherent 
principle of converting mechanical into electrical energy and 
then back again to mechanical. Whilst it may be conceded that 
the loss is to sonie extent greater than with straight mechani- 
cal transmission, vet the disparity is very small, and is more 
than balanced by the advantages obtained. The average 
figure taken for single reduction gear loss is 2 per cent., 
and it has been common practice to assume 4 to 5 per cent. for 
double reduction gearing. This figure is, probably, too low, 
particularly at fractional loads. Some experiments carried 
out by the С.Е. Co. of America showed an efficiency of 
941 per cent. for double reduction gearing, and a figure of 
93 per cent. is attainable with the electric drive if properly 
designed. Bearing in mind that a considerable gain accrues 
from not having to drive an astern turbine whilst running 
ahead, 14-2 per cent. should be about the difference involved. 
Further, mechanical gearing can hardly be expected to main- 
tain its prime efficiency over а number of vears of working. 

It appears that the greatest scope for the systern is in 
large vessels of tlie battleship and cruiser type where economy 
is vital at reduced powers and speeds and where the military 


* Ріс. Rev., January 16th, 194), et seg. 


and strategic aspects of the installation are unequalled by any 
other. Also in the case of high-powered mercantile vessels 
the system offers advantages in weight and space occupied. 
The case of small steamers of the tramp type is not so 
attractive, although the steam and fuel consumption of 
vessels tried out is certainly excellent. In the case of the 
Wulsty Castle,* the results of three long voyages come out 
at 1.05 lb. of coal of poor quality per i.H.P.-hour for all pro- 
pelling purposes, which is some 9-10 tons better per day than 
a reciprocater of the same size. This, together with the 
increased cargo capacity attainable by placing the motors 
aft, the most prominent feature. С 

One of the objections urged against electrical driving is 
that it involves the carrying of skilled electrical as well as 
steam engineers. All engineers, if worthy of the name, have 
at least a smattering of electrical knowledge, and provided 
the gear be made of the simplest character and as fool 
proof as possible, and of the same general nature as is already 
found on ships, it is submitted that this argument does not 
carry a great deal of weight. | 

As regards reversibility, the writer himself saw the ease 
with which this was done on the Wulsty Castle, the average 
time being 7 seconds ahead to astern, whilst the New Mezicot 
is stated to take from 7 to 9 seconds for the same opera- 
tion. The turbines can also be started from cold in about 
12 minutes, a vast difference from the old lengthy period of 
warming up. 

D.C. is neither technically nor commercially & sound pro- 
position for any but the smallest installations, The lunita- 
tion of pressure means that very high current densities must 
be carried, and the size of the cables, commutators, brush 
gear, and windings becomes so large as to make the expense 
prohibitive. Moreover, large commutators and brush gear 
limit again the speed of the prime movers, so that, unless 
mechanical gearing is introduced, the turbine speed neces- 
sary is not the most economical one, and the turbine is 
itself of increased size, due to the restricted rate of revolu- 
tion. With large commutators, moreover, a flash over might 
possibly stop the ship. These considerations, together with 
the heavy upkeep of commutators and brushes, have ruled 
out the D.c. machine for all but submarines, where current 
is supplied from storage batteries. All other installations have 
employed А.С. to date. ; 

The main turbo generators will not differ largely from land 
practice, until the advent of water cooling mentioned earlier; 
they are usually of the 3-phase bipolar type with, in small 
machines, an integral type exciter, and in large sets with 
separate source of supply for this purpose. The number of 
turbines should, in any case, be two, and in all installations 
so far no stand-by generator has been provided, but both 
generators operate in parallel. In the case of the New Mexico 
the machines are of two-phase design, but this is the only 
example of the type I am aware of. The voltage at which 
the machines work is partially determined by the method 
of driving auxiliaries, but in practice the pressure has been 
increasing up to 4,243 volts in the New Mexico; 3.000 volts 
would appear to be the most suitable figure, giving moderate 
size cables, but there seems to be no reason why, in the 
future on large vessels, pressures of 6,600 volts or even higher 
should not be employed. 

The turbines should be arranged for as high a superheat 
as is possible without unduly affecting the economy of the 
steam generators, so as to take every advantage of the 
absence of an astern turbine, and it is in this respect that 
the Ljungstrom type with its known capability of standing 
any practicable temperature without distortion is so satis 
factory, irrespective of its high economy. 

The vacuum should be as high as 1s obtainable compatible 
with the sea temperature conditions of the waters traded 
in and provided that the power expended in obtaining it 
does not neutralise the gain in efficiency. 

In designing both the generators and motors, it must be 
borne in mind that a large overload torque is necessary. to 
pull up the ship when going full ahead амі then suddenly 
reversed. In the case of the New Merico, this condition was 
met by temporary over-excitation of the generator fields, a 
booster being put in for this purpose. As this overload only 
occurs for a very short period, and is automatically cut out, 
there is no danger of overheating, and the generators can 
be designed for normal load, if provision for this condition 
is made. The main motors can be either of the squirrel 
cage or slip ring type. 

If motors of the squirrel саре {уре are desired, the rotor 
conductors must be specially arranged. so as to provide the 
characteristic of starting on load, which the ordinary squirrel- 
cage motor will not do. In the New Mexico the rotors are 
provided with inner and outer conductors, one of high 
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resistance and one of low resistance with a deep air gap 
between the windings; this, however, is the only modern 
example of this method. The advantages thereof are so great, 
viz., it eliminates the necessity of fitting liquid resistance 
in the circuit, that it is thought the scheme will be more 
generally adopted. In the case of other vessels, the slip-ring 
type of motor is used with liquid variable resistances in the 
circuit for providing the necessary starting torque. [f two 
economical speeds are required double windings on the 
motors will be provided, but this should only be necessary in 
the case of battleships, and will not, of course, be required 
in the case of mechant steamers running at constant speed, 
for which the motors can be wound of the ordinary induction 
type. In some cases of high power and low propeller re- 
volutions, it may be necessary to insert a helical gear reduc- 
tion between the motors and the sbaft, but this should be 
avoided if at all possible. 

Speed regulation is at present accomplished by: (a) Chang- 
ing the speed of the turbine, i.c., altering the periodicity and 
voltage. (b) Insertion of resistances. (c) Change of voltage 
without change of generator speed. (a) and (b) are the usual 
methods in modern ships, and can be done readily on all 
А.С. Installations. In ordinary land practice, the revolutions 
are maintained constant with change of load and steam con- 
sumptions of turbo-alternators are given by makers at full 
and fractional loads with the speed constant. "This condition 
does not apply at sea, the revolutions being a function of 
the ship's speed required to overcome the resistance to move- 
ment through the water. Information concerning alternator 
and motor efticiency under these conditions is practically 
impossible to obtain. In this connection, when the New 
Mexico was built a propeller model was made and the torque 
and speed plotted; the motors were then designed from the 
information so obtained, one of the figures obtained being 
the overload torque on rapid reversal already discussed. In 
most cases, it is to be presumed, the motors have been made 
of amply large size, without elaborate investigation, and the 
appearance of existing sets goes to confirm this supposition. 

Much yet remains to be done in the evolution of the con- 
trol gear suitable for use on shipboard, where the conditions 
are 80 very different from those obtaining in power stations. 
Great care in the design and fitting up of all switchgear, 
instruments, &c., must be exercised to exclude wet salt air, 
and sometimes coal dust. The provision for running cables 
where out of reach, but readily accessible for examination, 
must be very carefully considered, and they should be placed 
in positions where there is no danger of flooding; particularly 
should they be kept out of bilges. 

The Diesel engine is now rapidly overcoming prejudice and 
gaining the confidence of shipowners, and for reasonably low 
powers, say, up to 3,000 B.H.P., 1з a powerful rival to the 
steam equipinent. ` 

The disadvantages of the lack of experience of builders 
leading to breakdown at sea; the weight of machinery per 
B. H.P. developed, and the couparatively high price of the 
equipment compared with stearn plant, are being steadily 
reduced, and the day appears not far distant when the two 
systems will have drawn level on all three scores. 

The average consumption of $ Ib. of oil per B.H.v.-hr. cannot 
be approached by steam, although the consumption of lubri- 
cating oil to some extent offsets the saving in running costs. 
With direct-connected Diesel engines, where the speed of 
rotation is moderately low, say, 125 for 1,000 B. H.P., the weight 
heretofore has been excessive, and should higher speeds be 
adopted with a view to cutting weight and price, a diminished 
propeller efficiency results. Mechanical gear has been fitted 
in one or two recent American vessels, with apparently suc- 
cessful results, but the insertion. of an electrical reduction 
appears preferable, in that it abolishes the great bugbear of 
starting and reversing the Diesel engine. The maximum 
speed of, say, 500 R. P. M., corresponding to highest submarine 
practice, is eminently suitable for p.c. generation so that in 
this respect D.C. generators and Diesel engines approach their 
maximum suitable power and speed together. It is doubtful, 
however, if this fast-running type will ever prove to have the 
necessary reliability, which it must have in the rough and 
tumble of commercial work; submarine engines being notori- 
ously of a kind that require much nursing and tuning up. 

It will be seen, then, that the Diesel electric combination 
drive has not the attractions of a turbo-electric drive, where 
hoth turbine and alternator essentially need high speed for 
operating at maximum efficiency, It should be added that 
no electrical difficulty should arise, except that overload con- 
ditions cannot be met so readily as in the turbo-driven plant, 
especially when the boilers are oil fired. ; 

Turning now to a consideration of tbe auxiliary machinery, 
an enormons saving of fuel consumption results from the 
ability to drive these electrically, at а cost of, say, 15 1b. 
of steam per H.P.-hr. (including all losses), against some 40 Ib. 
(a very conservative figure) for the direct steam-driven 
machines. It will be noted that the source of supply of 
exhaust steam for feed heating 1з removed, but as shown 
above. either the water-cooled alternators themselves can be 
arranged as feed heaters, or if cooling air is adhered to, a 
supply of low-pressure steam can be bled from the turbines 
at a stage where the pressure is appropriate. The absence 
of auxiliarv steam and exhaust pipes, with their accompany- 
ing radiation losses, is a source of further economy, and re- 


lieves space congestion. 


It has always appeared remarkable that the electric driving 
of auxiliaries in ordinary vessels, with an internal combustion 
engine generator, has not appealed to superintending en- 
gineers as а fuel-saving proposition of high merit. It remains 
to be discussed whether the auxiliary plant motors shouid be 
D.C. or A.C., and at what voltage. These are questions which 
must be dealt with on the merits of each specific case. [n 
the first place, in a small vessel, where the percentage of 
auxiliary power to propelling power is high, the demand for 
energy in harbour will be the determining factor, and it 
would probably pay to run one of the main generators (there 
should never be less than two installed) at reduced load, 
rather than fit à separate unit for auxiliary purposes, 

In larger ships where the power required for auxiliary pur. 
poses is fairly considerable, but a small percentage of that of 
one of the main generators, it would pay to instal one 
or more machines solely for this purpose, and if the auuiliaries 
are to be run with D.C. motors, these supplementary sets may 
be arranged to excite the main fields also, with, of cours, 
provision for regulating independently. | 

In any case, we are confronted with fitting the auxiliary 
motors to take a supply either: (a) А.С. direct at voltage of the 
main or auxiliary generator. (b) А.С. at reduced voltage 
through static transformers, either from main or auxiliary 
sets. (с) D.C. at reduced voltage through a motor converter, 
either from main or auxiliary sets. (d) D.c. at any desired 
voltage direct from separate b.c. machines. 

(a) Unless the propelling power is very small, the generatur 
voltage will not be sufficiently low to enable it to be used 
on the corresponding small А.С. motors direct. — Morevier, 
high-voltage А.С. motors of small H.P. are difficult to buld 
and maintain, have not very flexible characteristics, nor in 
the case of a breakdown can they be readily repaired or re 
placed from stock, unless the voltage and periodicity are the 
standard of the country in which the ship happens to be 
This system is fitted in the Wulsty Castle, but has little 
except simplicity to recommend it; in this case the voltage 
is 630 and periodicity 60, which voltage is not a standard in 
апу country. 

(b) This is а more satisfactory method. The periodicity 
question still holds here, and in both cases (a) and (b) when 
annual survey is being carried out and all steam raising 
plant is out of operation, it is very unlikely that the shore 
supply would be of the same voltage and frequeney. as that 
provided on board. 

The control of small motors, e.g., for air and circulating 
pumps, where flexibility is such a desideratum, is not 9 
readily effected with А.С. motors, so that whilst (b) is superior 
to method (a), (c) appeals to me as readily meeting all the 
conditions. As far as is known the svstem is not vet fitted 
in any ship, and it suffers from the introduction of another 
moving link in the chain, and whilst the efficiency of the 
converter 13 not so high, nor is it so cheap as the static 
transformer, yet seeing that the auxiliary current will usually 
be some 6-8 per cent. of the main, the loss of economy will 
not be serious, and there are very great advantages to be 
derived from its einployment. 

Method (d) is that fitted in the American battleships, and 
fulfils the same requirements as (c). Two 300-kw. sets o 
Which 60 KW. are used for exciting, are fitted, and their 
exhaust is led either to the feed heater or main turbines. 

So far as weight and fuel consumption are concerned. there 
appears on paper verv little to choose between the rival ele- 
tric and mechanical double reduction gears, but reliable con. 
sumption data for the double reduction gear drive are not 
vet to hand, and such figures as have been quoted certainiy 
do cut bear out the glowing estimates which have been 
made. 

In the opinion of the writer, the system of electrically 
propelling ships has come to stay, particularly for large bigh 
powered vessels. The Scandinavian nations and the 1.5.4. 
are going ahead vigorously. Unfortunately the war dislocate 
all the British. plans, but a revival should appear in the near 
future. 


National Health Insurance.— The Ministry of Health 
makes the following announcement: Р 

The National Health Insurance Bill, which has just received the 
Royal Assent, makes important changes in the benefits and contri 
butions under the National Health Insurance Scheme, to operate 
from July 5th next. | 

The object of the changes is to provide for an increase in the 
rates of benetit in view of the fall in the value of money. d 
normal rate of sickness benefit will be raised from 108. to ‘5s 
a week in the case of men, and from 7s. 6d. to 12s. in the case 
women: disablement benefit will be raised from 58. а week (0 
78. 6d. for both men and women; and the amount of materni 
benefit will be raised from 308. to 40s. T 

In order to provide for the increase of benefits, the joint weet) 
contribution i8 to be increased from 7d. to 10d. in the case of d 
and from 6d. to 9d. in the case of women, of which the e, 
portion will normally be 5d. in each case. In certain cases W iu 
low wages are paid the employer will pay a larger. and the tora 
a smaller, portion of the joint contribution. The contribu = 
cards from the week beginning July 6th next must in 1 
be stamped at the rate of 10d. a week for men and 9d. for 00%, 
stamps of these values will be on sale at post offices. 


— — — — — — 


. e tae 


1 


ELE 
Mn 


Vol. 86, No. 3,318, May 28, 1920.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 701 


A NEW TYPE OF SHIPYARD CRANE. 


By W. 


HOK. 


(Abstract of paper read before the INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS AND SHIPBUILDERS IN SCOTLAND.) 


SoME eight years ago it was decided by the Lindholmen 
Shipbuilding and Engineering Co., of Gothenburg, to lay 
down three new berths for the construction of ships up to 
12,000 tons deadweight. It became imperative to decide what 


kind of hoisting appliances should be adopted for the new 


berths, and in 1913 I set out to visit about 40 shipyards. I 
found that a large number of very efficient yards adhered to 
the ordinary mast and derrick arrangement. Invariably the 
hoisting winch, whether steam or electric, common to two 
or more derricks, was placed on the ground level, with the 
attendant trouble of having the hoisting rope leading from 
the winch to the derrick mast always entangled in bars and 
plates, staging uprights, and all sorts of rubbish. Besides, 
signal men placed here and there were part of this equipment, 


as the winch operator could not as a rule see what he was. 


doing. Other yards were equipped with all kinds of expensive 
overhead travelling cranes, cantilever cranes, and revolving 
cranes. | 


Nobody seemed entirely satisfied with the crane arrange- 
ments he possessed. On the whole the tendency was to 
discard very expensive crane sheds, covered in or not, and 
to substitute cheaper arrangements. 

I came to the following broad conclusions :— 

1. The mast and derrick arrangement is quite satisfactory, 
provided it can be so arranged that all side staying of masts 
can be done away with. 

2. The operator’s platform should be placed high up above 
the ground so that the operator can see what he is doing, thus 
obviating the necessity of using signa] men. 

3. The lead from the hoisting winch to the derrick mast 
should be free from all obstructions. 

4. A space or passage-way is desirable between contiguous 
ships to enable building material to be brought down between 
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CRANE. 


ships and hoisted on board from the nearest point at the 
ship’s side, and not from the ship's end only. | 

Guided by the leading features just mentioned, I designed 
the stationary building-berth crane here illustrated, eight 
of which are erected at the Lindholmen Works, and have 
been in good use since 1914. " 

It will be seen that the new type of berth crane is chiefly 
composed of a stationary main structure and two swinging 
arms, the former consisting of two lattice-work masts placed 
about 15 ft. 3 in. apart from centre to centre, and rigidly 
connected to one another by cross stays and trusses, making 
the main structure stable in the thwartship direction, thus 
obviating the necessity of fitting the objectionable side-stays 
which are an inevitable essential of the ordinary mast and 
derrick arrangement. | 

Each derrick frame carries two derricks or arms A, fig. 1, as 
shown, which can swing about 120 degrees to each side of 
a vertical thwartship plane through the derrick frame, i.e., 
well past the centre line of railway B, laid down in the pas- 
sage-way between contiguous ships. The derrick frame is 
held in place by fore and aft wire stays only, as shown in 


figs. 1 and 2, i.e., by two sets of stays, the. lower ones с being. 


fitted, partly for giving rigidity to the frames in a fore and 


aft direction, partly for preventing collapse of a whole group 
of interconnected cranes in case for some reason the top end 
stays R, fig. 2, or some of the top stays D, figs. 1 and 2, 
fitted from crane top to crane top of that group should 
give way. | 

At a suitable place above the ground two operators’ or 
winch platforms E, are built into the derrick frame, one 
above the other, access to which is obtained by ladders inside 
the frame legs F. 

Each crane arm and: the load are in the present case con- 
trolled from their appropriate platform E by a aingle ordinary 
A.C. electric shipyard-winch G, that is to say, controlled by 
one electric motor only. Hoisting and lowering are done 
with the winch centre barrel in the ordinary way; and slew: 
ing with the extended winch ends by taking a couple of 
turns round the appropriate extended winch end with the 
loose end of a tackle H, actuating the wire J which is carried 
round and fastened to the rim of the horizontal wheel x on 
top of the crane. The wheel is fixed to the top centre pin 
of the crane arm. 

A spiral spring N is introduced above the slewing tackle 
for the purpose of taking up the inertia of the crane arm 
when it arrives at the extreme end of the swing, in this 
way preventing damage and unnecessary straining of the 
connections in case of rough usage or ignorance on the part 
of the man handling the crane; for the crane is so easy to 
manipulate that any ordinary platers’ helper or labourer 
can officiate. 

Racking is done with a small hand winch L. It will be 
noticed that the lower member of the arm along which the 
troley moves is not horizontal, but slightly sloping. It is 
in this case purposely so arranged in order to make it com- 
paratively easy to move the trolley towards the outer point 
of the arm, when there is no weight on the crane hook, and 
to make it very easy to move the trolley towards the derrick 
frame when the load is on; and for these reasons the trolley 
M is always moved, before the weight is on, as far out towards 
the extreme end of the arm as considered necessary in each 


- individual case, after which it is a very simple matter 


to adjust the trolley in the direction of the derrick frame, 
if necessary, after the load is on. In practice this method 
has shown itself to be satisfactory and quite sufficient. If it 
should be preferred to manipulate the crane with three motors, 


one for hoisting, one for slewing, and one for racking (the 


member on which the trolley travels being in that case 
horizontal); it can, of course, be easily done. 
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Fic. 9.—BERrH EQUIvPED WITH CRANES. 


The frame legs stand on joists p, laid thwartship, and about 
3 kt. apart—i.e., the fore and aft dimension of the frame 
legs apart. These two joists are securely fixed to the solid 
rock, and the frame legs are securely bolted to the upper 
flanges of the joists. In this way is the transverse stability 
of the crane doubly secured. 

The present cranes were built flat on the ground. When 
the arms had been fitted on to the frames and secured, the 
cranes were raised into a vertical position, and then screw- 
jacked into their absolute position. The frames have a height 
above the ground of 110 ft.; the section of each frame leg 
is 99 in. wide and 36 in. in a fore and aft direction. The 
crane arms are about 40 ft. long; the upper winch platform 
is about 60 ft. above the ground, the lower platform about 
8 ft. below the upper one, and the height from the ground 
to the underside of crane hook in its highest position is about 
90 ft. Ball bearings are fitted throughout. The clear distance 
between the frame legs is 13 ft. 6 in., thus adinitting one 
or perhaps even two parallel railways between the frame 
legs and between contiguous ships. With these cranes 22 ft. 
only are required between contiguous hulls. 

They were built to lift 24 tons at the extreme end of the 
arm. but it was found that with a slight strengthening they 
could be made to lift 5 tons at the extreme end of the arm and 
10 tons at about 10 ft. from the derrick frame. | 

One or both groups of cranes surrounding a ship can be 
shifted sidewavs without great difficulty. 

Each crane, including one complete frame and two arms, 
but excluding winches and hoisting wire, weighs about 33 
tons. These cranes are cheaper than any other existing hoist- 
ing appliance with the exception of the ordinary mast and. 
dern arrangement. 
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THE BRITISH ELECTRICAL AND ALLIED 
MANUFACTURERS' ASSOCIATION'S DINNER. 


ON Thursday last week tbe annual dinner of the Association 
was held at the Savoy Hotel. The Right Hon. Lord Ampthill, 
G.C.S.L., President of the Association, was in the chair, and 
there was a very large attendance, some 400 members and 
guests being present. Amongst the guests were Sir J. For- 
tescue Flannery, M.P., Mr. George Balfour, M. P., Sir John 
Wormald, C.B.E., Mr. C. Hamilton. Wickes, C.B.E., Lord 
Carmichael, G. C. S. I., Sir John Snell, Lord Vaux of Harrow- 


den, Engineer Vice-Admiral Sir George Goodwin, K. C. B., 


Rear-Admiral F. L. Field, C. B., Lord Ashfield, Lieut.-Col. 
Sir J. Dunlop Smith, K. C. S. I., Lord Sydenham, G. C. S. I., 
Mr. Andrew Fisher, Sir John А. Aspinall, Mr. James Swin- 
burne, F.R.S., Mr. Roger T. Smith, President I.E.E., Sir 
Allan Smith, K.B.E., M.P., Sir Richard Redmayne, K.C.B., 
Sir J. E. Petavel, K.B.E., Sir Philip Nash, K.C.M.G., Sir 
William Clark, K. C. S. I., Mr. W. W. Lackie, Sir Harry 
Haward, Mr. C. H. Wordingham, C.B.E.. Sir Frank H. 
Heath, K.C.B., Mr. G. Scott Ham, Mr. Archibald Page, Mr. 
C. Le Maistre, C.B.E., Mr. P. F. Rowell, Mr. Summers 
Hunter. C. B. E., Lieut.-Col. Mervyn O'Gorman, Mr. Michael 
Longridge, C. B. E., Mr. 5. L. Pearce, C. B. E., Sir ‘Thomas 
Robinson, C. B. E., M.P., and many other well-known en- 
gineers and leaders of industry. 

Proposing The King,” the CUAIHNMHAN described him as the 
keystone of the arch of the constitution, and the bond of 
Empire, and eulogised his high qualities: he also drew atten- 
tion, when introducing the following toast, to the splendid 
work of the Prince of Wales. 

SIR Јонх SNELL proposed The Industry.“ remarking that 
since 1916 no fewer than seven departmental committees had 
been appointed. on six of which he had served. The Elec- 
trical Trades Committee under Sir Charles Parsons showed 
that electricity was a key industry; combination at home 
was essential to successful competition abroad. The Electricity 
Supply Committee gave rise to the Electricity Supply Act, 
which was regarded on all hands as the great charter of 
electricity. The Coal Conservation, and Water-Power Re- 
sources Committees showed how the national stores of energy 
could be better utilised, and the Committee on Electroculture 
had shown that an increased yield of 30 to 40 per cenf. of 
grain and straw was obtainable. These committees, together 
with those on Imperial Wireless Communication and the 
Electrification of Railways, covered the whole gamut of elec- 
trical enterprise, and their work would bring about an era of 
prosperity in the electrical world such as had never been 
dreamt of in the old days. The output of energy from British 
electricity works rose from 1,300,000, 000 unjts in 1913 to 
4.500,000,000 units in 1919; five years of war had shown what 
an essential necessity electricity supply was, and in the next 
five years the output would be more than doubled again. The 
accompanying increased output of plant would bring improved 
methods of manufacture and lower the costs, besides develop- 
ing export trade, and he predicted in ten vears an unimagined 
prosperity for the whole electrical industry. He was glad 
to see that the Association was promoting the cause of educa- 
tion and research; we should train our own water-power 
engineers, for if the designing was done at home the trade 
would be kept at home—as a rule work followed the en- 
gineer. He was grateful to the Government for the colleagues 
given hin as Electricity Commissioners. So far they were 
an extremely harmonious and hard-working body. No one 
could realise the immense amount of work that had accu- 
mulated: thev had to perform all the electrical duties of the 
I. G. B., Board of Trade, L. C. C.. &c., and in addition they 
had to develop their new procedure, bring the electricity 
regulations up to date (they were rather behind the times). 
study the whole country. and divide it into districts, 
promote new legislation, and deal with an immense number 
of extensions of plant. They had got under way with some 
celeritv—the first distriet was published two weeks ago, the 
next was about to issue—but the industry must be patient till 
they had overcome the accumulation of five years. Thev had 
no idea of sweeping away all the existing stations and suh- 
stituting 16 new ones, as the lay Press had it; they would 
weed out the bad ones, improve others, and add large com- 
plementary ones as required to meet industrial needs. 

Sir C. Билл (Vice-president), in his reply. emphasised the 
Importance of education and the provision of scholarships. 

Mr. W. I. HicukNs proposed he Profession.” describing 
consulting engineers as the watch-dous who prevented undue 
Inflation of prices; and thereby benefited the industry, for it 
Was muportant to keep prees low m order to retain tbe export 
trade. The Research Committee of the Association, he said, 
was doing excellent work, but every business should do some 
research of ‘ts own, and that was the soundest argument in 
support of the big amalgamations that had been taking place. 
The industry should also support research work at the univer- 
sities more generously. Пе paid а tribute of admiration to 
the work of Mr. А. P. M. Fleming and his committee, which 
had produced a report on engineering training which every- 
one ought to read. They needed also a research into the 
ultimate aims of industry. Was it te amass private riches, 
er to produce the maximum wealth for the benefit of the 
community, or was it to promote the glory of God and the 


advancement of humanity? The root cause of industrial 
unrest was that they had no common ideal; co-operation was 
essential to the country’s progress, but how could they expect 
it without an ideal? 

Mr. Косек T. SMITA, President I. E. E., replied, and pointed 
out that the war made it clear that science and research were 
the mainsprings of electrical industry. Only production was 
required in addition. The industrial engineer and the con- 
sulting engineer were of equal merit; the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers had for many years ceased to be a protes- 
sional institution, and sought to represent every section of 
the industry. none more than the manufacturers’ section. 
Their association, in connection with the Department of 
scientific and Industrial Research, was a most important step; 
the Association and the Institution were also jointly repre- 
sented on the Committees of the British Engineering Stan- 
dards Association. whose specifications were a form of pro- 
tection " to which no party could take exception, and ought 
to become national standards. | 

Mr. James SWINBURNE also replied, putting in a strong 
plea on behalf of the salaried members of the industrv. He 
accused the Government of blank ignorance of the fundamen- 
tal principles of the currency problem; it first debased the 
currency to half its pre-war value, and then, when an en- 
gineer was paid at double the pre-war rate to compensate for 
this, it took away one-third of his income by taxation. People 
had little idea how badly off the unfortunate salaried man 
was; let those who were in control of salaries realise that the 
Bradbury was only worth half a sovereign, 1f as much as that. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed “The Guests,’ remarking upon 

the happy relations which prevailed between the buyers and 
sellers at that table. 
. Rear-Adnural Е. L. FD, in reply, said that nothing had 
increased so rapidly in the Navy in the last few years as 
electrical plant. The Navy was now to be reduced, but he 
maintained that the smaller it was, the more perfect the 
material must be, and they must spend more money on re- 
search than ever before. 

Sir ALLAN SMITH also replied. remarking that as the in- 
dustry had survived seven committees, he was confident in 
its ability to continue to prosper. 

Mr. W. О. SmitH (Chairman of Council). proposing “ The 
Chairman,“ said that the absence of Lord Ampthill on mili- 
tary service for five years had been a serious loss to the 
B.E.A.M.A., but during the war their membership bad 
doubled. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply, expressed his pride in presiding 
over the Asseciation, which was helping to ‘‘ win the peace." 
National security depended on economic security, which in- 
volved the ability of the nation to provide for itself all 
essential commodities without dependence on any foreign 
nation. The electrical industry, the handmaid to all other 
industries, was a key industry—and the B.E.A.M.A. was 
going to see that that key remained in the hands of Britain. 

During the evening the band of H.M. Scots Guards plaved 
a programme of music, and all the arrangements were ad- 
mirably conceived. and carried out. The gathering will rank 
D of the most important social functions of the electrical 
Industry. 


REVIEWS, 


Telephonic Transmission, Theoretical and Applied. Ву J. G. 


Hitt, Assistant Staff Engineer, General Post Oftce, 
London. Pp. xvi+8398, 196 diagrams. — London: Long- 


mans, Green & Co. Price 21s. net. 

This volume on telephonic transmission is the first of a 
series of manuals on telegraph and telephone engineering 
edited by the late Engineer-in-Chief of the Post Office. and 
now in course of preparation. If those which are yet to 
appear are analogous to the present one in their general 
structure and method of treatinent, we shall be provided with 
material which will be of immense service to all telegraph 
and telephone engineers in everything appertaining to the 
lines and apparatus with which they have to deal. 

Following a plan which a number of recent writers of text 
books involving somewhat advanced mathematics have 
adopted, the author gives a preliminary chapter to a state- 
ment of the more important formule which are brought into 
use throughout the book. This chapter will be particularly 
helpful to the student by the clearness with which the struc- 
ture of the various formule, particularly those of hyperbole 
functions 1s arrived at, although it is to be feared that the 
reader whose knowledge is confined to algebra up to the 
theory of indices, and a knowledge of ordinary trigonometrica! 
formule, wil have some difficulty in recognising * = cos 
+] sin z as de Moivre’s theorem. 

The succeeding thirteen chapters deal with the“ infinite 
line and equivalent circuit, the loading and design of cables 
(all from the direct current standpoint), the human voice in 
telephony, application of.alternating currents to lines. re- 
flection and power in telephone circuits, the constants of 
telephone circuits, the loading of circuits. measurements on 
transnussion lines, the standard cable and its uses. cost pro- 
plems in transmission, transmission formule for lines in 
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series with apparatus in series and in leak, and the ther- 
mionic valve as a telephone relay. It will thus be seen that 
Mr. Hill covers a wide field in his treatment of the subject. 

The student, however, will find it necessary, before coin- 
mencing a serious study of the transmission problems to 
thoroughly acquaint himself with the mathematical proofs 
given in the appendices at the end of the volume, having done 
which he will be in a position to follow the mathematical por- 
tions of the book. These portions are more or less restate- 
meuts of the work done by the pioneers in the subject, along 
with their application, in illustrative examples, to present-day 
probleins. 

In Chapter IX the author deals with the loading of tele- 
phone circuits comprising overhead, underground, and sub- 
marine lines, and the three types of loading, viz., continuous, 
series, and leak. Much useful information is given on this 
extremely important branch of telephonic transmission which 
has contributed so largely to the extension of the limits over 
which ordinary commercial speech was practicable. Not only 
has Mr. Hill dealt exhaustively with the advantages incidental 
to the several types of loading, but he also enumerates the 
disadvantages which may likewise be operative, e.g., in the 
case of continuous loading, the limitations of the method are 
set forth seriatim. It would be interesting to know. in this 
connection, if the unequal ageing of the iron windings is 
still a possible objection to the method or whether it has 
been borne out by actual experience. 

Chapter X is a particularly useful one. inasmuch as it is 
devoted to the measurement of impedance, and line constants: 
worked examples being freely interspersed in the text. A^ 
full description of the Franke machine, and its application 
to impedance measurements, is also given. An interesting 
account follows of the W. E. Co.'s cross-talk meter, and the 
method of using it in the estimation of cross talk froin any 
disturbing source. 

Not the least interesting chapter in the book is that dealing 
with cost problems in telephonie transmission, and here the 
author has not confined himself to purely academic statements 
or generalities. Starting from the electrical constants of some 
specific type of line. the equations of cost are built up, and 
curves are given which embody the results arrived at. 

The final chapter is appropriatelv devoted to the latest 
development in the field of practical telephony, viz.. the 
thermionic valve and its use as a telephone relav. Many at- 
tempts have been made since the telephone became a com- 
mercial success to introduce repeating devices, such as in tlie 
case of the telegraph, that would enable signals to be re- 
peated at one or more points, and hence extend the limit to 
which it was possible to communicate; but all have proved 
more or less unsatisfactory. With the advent of the therinio- 
nic valve, however, new possibilities suggested themselves, 
and telephone engineers were not slow to avail themselves 
of the solution of a problem that had so long baftled them, 
which the valve offered them. Much good work has been 
done in the application of the valve amplifier as à telephone 
relay by the British Post Office; and although finality cannot 
be said to have been reached, even with Mr. Hills anticipated 
27 miles of standard cable improvement, we are nevertheless 
in possession of an agent which has given an entirely new 
trend to the efforts of those who are dealing with long-distance 
telephony, and which in its revolutionary aspect. as regards 
existing means of communication, appears to be fraught with 
far-reaching consequences. 

In seven appendices are given the mathematieal proofs of 
the formule emploved throughout, and an eighth appendix 
shows graphically the relation between and e~ from r- 
0 to r=15.8. and from етт «1 to e | x 1076 which will be 
found useful. 

The book appears to be extremely free from typographical 
errors, but attention is drawn to page 166, fourth lieve from 
bottom, where ' 171 miles” should read * 171 mils "7 and 
on page 224, eleventh line froin top, the final “d” e ` 
signed is inverted, i е 

We expect that this volume will have a wide circuz. Hr, 
not only for its own intrinsic merits but because it ya the 
production of one who has already done so much carefur and 
extensive work in the field. of telephonic. transmission: and 
if the reinaining volumes of the series promised by Messrs. 
Longmans are at all similar to the present one, in so fat as 
letterpress and illustrations are concerned, little will. have 
been left to be desired. A. F. 
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Guide to the Study of the Tonic Valer. By W. D. Owen. 
A. MI. E. E. London: Sir Tsaae Pitman & Sons. Pp. vii 
+58. Price 2s. 6d. net. 


At a time when technical education is of such paramount 
importance, every new publication which will Increase popular 
knowledge in the accomplishments of science has its value. 
During the war, the progress of wireless. telegraphy was 
verv rapid, and, owing to the conditions, the general public 
and the amateurs interested in wireless have had little op- 
portunity of studving the new advances. The result is that 
there is now a genera] thirst for knowledge. That it helns 
to supply this knowledge to a slight extent appears to be the 
onlv exeuse for the publication of this booklet. 

The price of the book seems rather hich for about fifty small 
pages of large tvpe. There are fifteen chapters, each of them 


very elementary and discursive. The first contains the state- 
ment that the assumption that electricity travels from posi- 
tive to negative is incorrect." This sweeping assertion in 
capital letters is likely to give the elementary reader an 
unnecessarily rude shock, especially since no real. explanation 
ig given for the dramatic statement. 

On page 11, after discussing the Fleming valve as a hot-to- 
cold electrode rectifier, the reader is directed to fig. 3. A 
plate battery, however, is shown in this figure, and the be- 
winner for whoin the book is written will undoubtedly wonder 
What object it serves. It is only later that rectification. due 
to non-linear plate current variation is explained. 

No mention is made of rectification at the saturation bend 
of the curvo. | 

Referring to the use of a grid, the author states that ‘ the 
additional electrode must be such as to have capacity with 
respect to the filainent.“ As a matter of fact, the smaller the 
capacity of the grid the less will be the energy required to 
charge it to a given potential. [t is an advantage to have 
the grid capacity as small as possible. 

In chapter УП the author opens his remarks by an extraor- 
dinary demonstration of the principle of the valve as an 
amplifier. ‘Two lines are drawn, one a steep one representing 
the straight portion of the grid voltage-plate current curve 
of a 3-electrode valve, and the other a straight line at 45 deg. 
representing. Ohm's equation C=E/R. The explanation is 
that the valve curve,“ being steeper, gives an amplifying 
effect. It is hoped that the reader will realise that е slope 
of the C=E/R curve depends merely on the value of the R 
chosen. In any case, it is not possible to compare the result 
of Ohm's law with the effect of voltage in one circuit on cur 
rent in another. 

On page 39 the author tells his readers that the various 
types of tubes now used vary intentionally in degrees of 
vacuum. With the exception of admittedly soft valves, every 
attempt is made to exhaust valves to the highest possible 
degree in all cases. 

The second balf of the booklet contains practically no in- 
formation, but is a hurried attempt to say something about 
each of the different applications of the valve. If published 
in 1917, the book might have been of some slight use. but 
now, When so much more complete information has been 
published in book form, there seems no need for a sketchy 
introduction to the subject. -JOHN Scorr-TaGGART. 


Diesel Engine Design. By H. F. P. Pernay. London: 
Constable & Co. Pp. xii4 301, 271 figs. 1919. Price 
21S. net. 

This book, based on I2 years! experience of Diesel engines, 
mainly. from the drawing office. point of view, presents an 
account of the maju considerations which control the design 
of these engines. 

The design of Diesel engines is now long past the rule-of- 
thumb stage; designers have agreed on many funda- 
mental principles and general ideas of construction, and these 
same principles are not likely to be greatly changed. It 15 
how possible to compute with accuracy the’ various stresses 
aceurring in the component parts, and results can be fore- 
told almost as closely as with the steam engine and turbine. 

The progress made in the manufacture of Diesel engines 
can be seen from the fact that one foreign firm has built over 
30 sets with an average indicated horse-power of 2,700, and 
is now building sets of engines up to 8,000 indicated horse- 
power, also one Bnglish firm is constructing four-cycle 
engines having an indicated. horse-power of 6,600, which are 
proving a great success, 

The first two chapters of the bosk deal with first principles 
and thermal efficiency. These provide a useful. introduction 
to engine design and detail; and will be read with advantage 
һу the student and engineering draughtsman. | 

Exhaust, suction) und scavenge are dealt with verv 
thoroughly. and the methods used in caleulating areas are 
fully shown, 

The principle of sminlitude. a very important subject when 
considering new types of engines, is dealt with in Chapter IV. 
The figures and tables given are based on a practical know- 
ledge of modern engine design, and are verv reliable. 

Chapter V deals with crank shafts, and a considerable 
amount of space is devoted to the arrangement of cranks, 
order of firing, proportions of journals, twisting moments, and 

. lubrication. | "e | 

1 The design of Пу wheels, and. their application. to Diesel 

y engines, is fully considered, and a large number of examples 

B ure worked out. 

Framework, design of cylinders and cylinder covers, and 

‘running gear are all dealt with in a very able manner. and 

i ullv illustrated. 

IL. А description of the various fuel oil systems. both as re- 

ards the storage tanks and piping which are external to the 

Nine and the organs of the engine itself which are directly 

Joncerned with the delivery of the fuel to the working 

ll^vlinder. is given and illustrated with useful line drawings. 

BM Air and exhaust systetns and valve gears are dealt with at 

d'he end of the book. 

Mm Mr. Purday’s book is an extremely valuable and practical 

B ontribution to the literature on the Diesel engine: it is a 

Pleasure to read. and can be strongly recommended to both 

students and designers for its completeness, conciseness, and 
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intelligent selection of examples and illustrations. The whole 
book points to a thorough practical knowledge of the subject. 
The reference to literature (authors and publishers) which 
is inserted at the end of each chapter is to be commended. 


E. P. 


- 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED) 


led expressly for this journal by Messrs. Szrrow-Jowzs, O'DsziL AND 
TBPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 885, High Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


12,812. Dynamo. electric generators for lighting cycles, &c." A. Bsvurr 
and W. A. Hymas. May 8th. 

12,819. ''Circuit«ontrollers for internal-combustion engines." 6. 
and Н. Scumip. May 8th. (United States, July 18th, 1917.) 

12.820. Magnetos for internal-combustion engines." G. Fuck, and H. 
Schuld. May &th. (United States, July 18th. 1917.) 

12.831. Apparatus for rectifving high and low frequency alternating cur- 
rents." J. Niennocp. May 8th. (Germany, May 15th, 1917.) 


12.89. Positive electrodes for electric accumulators." A. Росснах. May 
8th. 
12,834. ‘ Electric accumulators." A. Росснам. May Bth. 


12.835. “Rectifiers of alternating currents.“  NAAMLOOZE VENOOTSCHAP 
PHILIPS’ GLOEILAMPENFABRIEKEN, Mav Rth. (Holland, December 2nd, 1919.) 

12,888. Secondary or storage batteries.” R. C. Нос<ток. May 10th. 

12.871. “Device for testing electric ignition plugs of internal-combustion 
engines," Т. MansHaLtr, and J. Murtacu. May 10th. 


12.879. Apparatus for testing sparking plugs and induction coils." F. H. 
Cueca. Мау 10th. 


12.909. Selector apparatus for automatic, &e., telephone system." T. 
LexaGHAN. May 10th. 


12.929. Means for measuring voltage variation in electric circuits.“ T. H. 
Harris. May 10th. 

12,931. “ Producing alternating currents.“ British THomsos-Houston Co. 
(General Electric Co.). May 10th. 


12,934. “ Apparatus for electrical transmission of power." J. Н. McKenzie 
and А. H. Sproure. May 10th. 


19.935. “ Variable electrical resistance." J. H. 
SrPRovLE. May 10th. 


129.939. *' Positive electrodes. of electric accumulators.“ A. Росёналм, May 
10th. 
12.940. Primary electric battery." A. PovcHats,. May 10th. 


12.943. Electrical connectors." Westers Evecrric Co. May 10th. (France, 
August 16th, 1918.) 


12.945. Telegraph cables." Н. W. SLI VAN. May 10th. 

12.947. Electric glow discharge lamps." H. Еилрғо. D. Lety and Naam- 
Looze VENNOOTSCHAP Punirs“ GICEILAMPEN-FABRIFKEN. May loth. (Holland, 
June 20th, 1919.) 

12.953. Electric furnaces having resistance conduits." J. R. de ZUBIRIA v 
Ѕмітн. May 10th. (Spain, May 21st, 1919.) 

12.954. Electric furnaces having resistance conduits." J. R. DE ZURIRIA v 
Smith. May 10th. (Spain, May па, 1919.). 

12.970. Thermo-electric apparatus.“ W. H. Witson. Мау 10th. 


12.975. Electrical mechanism and drive for gramophones, &c." 
Tartor. May llth. | 


FvEgcFL 


McKexzie and А. Н. 


R. H. 


12.985. Insulation for electrical conductors, &c." W. A. Powett. May 
llth. 

12,986. “ Electrical heating and cooking apparatus.” W. Н. Murer. May 
lith. 

12,996. ‘Grips for electric lamp wire-holders.” A. В. GorpssitH. May 
lith. 


12.999. Electric lighting generator for cycles, &c." Exact MANUFACTURING, 


Lro., and H. T. Moores. May Ilth. 
13.026. “ Magneto drive for tractors.” J. W. Тномрѕом. May llth. 
13.029. Device for testing and adjusting ignition coils and sparking 
plugs.” J. Napr. May llth. 


13,039. '' Telephone systems." WestERN EEC Co. May llth. (United 
States, June 5th, 1919.) 


13.042. '' Means for producing alternating currents.” 
Houston Co. (General Electric Co.). May llth. 


13,053. “ Electric switches, &c." T. Watson. May IIth. 

13.067. Apparatus for extracting fuses or links on electric circuits.“ 
CALLENDER’S CABLEZ & Construciion Со. and A. E. Wirson. May IIth. 

13.070. *' Flectrolvsers." J. F. Wess. May llth. 


13.071. Telephone systems.“ Western ELECTRIC Co. May llth. (United 
States, September 10th, 1919.) 


13.077. “ Sparking plugs, &c." C. W. V. Harris, C. Јонкѕом. А, W. 
SurrH, T. E. Tavor and Tie UNivgeRsSAL. MEL DING & ENcivgg&RING Co, May 
llth. 


13,086. '' Thermionic valve transmitting circuits for wireless telegraphy and 
telephony." A. K. Macroriz and G. Snearinc. May llth. 


13.154. Telegraphic transmitter." Siemens & Harsxe Акт. Ges. May 12th. 
(Germany, February 28th, 1919.) 


13.1509. Dynamo-electric generators and motors.“ 
May 12th. 


13.10. Radioroniometers for wireless direction, finding. &c.“ G. M. 
WhRiGcnT. May 12th. 


13.166. Electrically operated cranes, hoists, &c." J. Bentiry and W. H. 
Scorr. May 12th. 

13.171. '' Electric. time-controlled switches." L. J. Laksen. May 12th. 

13.182, ** Electric switches," M. Massel. May 12th. 

18.101. © Electric reading lamps.“ Soc. VA. ENU. Freres ET Drnois. 
Mav 12th. (France, Mav 30th, 1914.) 

13.185. „ Device for bonding and linking up Steel tubing of electrical in- 
stallations.“ C. FERGUSON and A. E. Кулхо. May 12th. 

13.194. “© Telegraph printing systems." Avrowaric. TELEPHONE MANUFACTUR- 


British THOMSON- 


F. R. F. RamSay. 


we Co., H. H. Наккіѕох and S. R. 5мин. May ith. 

13.212. Glass reflector for electric safety lamps," А, G. Силллкокр. May 
13th, 

13.216. Electric switches.“ S. E. & W. Hur. May 13th. 

13217. “ Short-circuiting electrical devices” A. А. T. Creser, May lith. 


Y e “Signalling apparatus.” D. M. & W. Rireuig and J. Sunn. May 
3th. 

13.240, ** Flectre-pliting by cleetralvtie thermic means," J. Hess and F. 
Кікхсихек. May 13th. (Austria, October 10th, 1917.) 

1.216. Electric burglar alarm.” E. J. & W. J. Marne, Мау 13th. 

13.257. „ Incandescent electri lamps.” E. Вькекку. May 13th, 

13.252. Galvanic batteries," I.. Еак and. Етек элтр ELFCTRIC 
Works. Mas 13th. 


їр ө Apparatus for electro-deposition of metals.” 
May 13th. 


S. O. СомРЕК- oLES. 


13,275. ‘' Self-induction coils for telephone circuits." Soc. INDUSTRIELLE DES 
TELEPHONES. May 13th. (France, Мау 22nd, 1919.) 


` 13,270. '' Electric heating devices for treatment of hair." F. KrREA and 
MancaL's Permanent, LTD. May 13th. 


13,277 /8/9/0. ‘* Resistance switches for controlling intensity of electric cur. 
rents." N. С. Francis, A. E. QuENNELL and J. Watkinson. May 15th. 


13281. ''Receiving-apparatus for wireless telegraphy.” С. T. Носир. 
May 13th. - 


13,298. “ Sparking plugs." С. M. E. L. Monnier. May 13th. (France, 
March 26th, 1919.) 


13.300. Thermo-electric apparatus." W. H. Wu sow. May 13th. 


a ** Electro-plating barrels, dipping baskets, &c." F. R. Tusss. Ma 
th. 


13,327. Electrically-operated motor vehicles." Haxso-Ltoyb Werke. Ma 
14th. (Germany, July 8th, 1919.) і 


13.330. Means for connecting ends of electric, &c., cables." Н. Scuo 
FIELD. May 14th. 


13,340. '' Wireless telegraph and telephone circuits.“ C. Romer. May 14%. 


13,352. '' Thermionic devices." WESTERN Exvectric Co. May 14th. (United 
States, November Ist, 1916.) 


13.359. Electric switches," E. T. R. Murray and С. F. Suorrer. Mar 
l4th. (United States, May 14th, 1919.) 


13.379. Electrical cells.“ Ever-Reapy Co. and C. S. Mummery. May Jéth. 


5 Electric lanterns, &c." F. W. Tuoree and Veritys, Lip. May 
th. 


13.417. Electric switches.” R. Н. Baker and С. W. Parsons. May Bh. 
13,418. “ Portable electric lamps.“ F. Breri v. May 15th. 


13.428. Electric heater for perforating, &c., devices." A. B. Cawpnen. 
May 15th. 


13,431. '' Magneto motor." D. Suchosrawer. May 15th. 


13.437. Electric switches." Rritisu THomsox-Houston Co. (General Elec. 
tric Co.). May 15th. 

13.438. Multiple electric cables." Н. Bevis and PingLLEI. GrNERAL Care 
Works. May 15th. 


13,455. '' Devices for causing electricity to be supplied to instruments о 
circuits." A. R. Anous. May 15th. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses асе those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be takea. 


1918. 


14.567. SIGNALLING APPARATUS. British Thomson-Houston Co. (General Ele. 
tric Co.). September 7th, 1918. (141,764.) 

17.650. METHOD OF AND APFARATUS FOR ELECTROLYSING A SOLUTION OF NICKEL 
saLT. C. Heberlein. October 29th, 1918. (141,766.) 


A919. 
1.490. TererHonic systems. E. A. Graham. January 20th, 1919. (141797. 
1,457. ELECTRIC SIGNALLING arparatus. P. Francois. January 20th, 191% 
(141,803.) . 
1,552. ARC-RUPTURING DFVICES FOR ELECTRIC swiTCHES, T. 
January 21st, 1919. (141.808.) - Ж 


1,571. ELECTRICALLY HRATED CRUCIBLES FOR USE IN TYPR-CASTING. W J. 
Mellersh-Jackson (Cutler Hammer, Manufacturing Co). January 21st, 1919 
(141,812.) 

1,643. ELECTRIC MOTORS. 
January And, 1919. (141,814) 

1.668. ELECTRIC MOTOR CONTROL SYSTEMS. 
1919. (141,816.) 

1,2747. MFANS OPERAT*D BY A RISP IN TEMPERATURE FOR CUTTING-OUT О ЕРЕСТЕКМ 
APPARATUS AND FOR EFFECTING MECHANICAL OPERATIONS. A. Dunhill, — Janus: 
23rd, 1919. (141.820.) 

2.054. ELECTRO-MAGNETIC VARIABLE-SPFED MECHANISM. 
Whiteley. January 28th, 1919. (141.823.) 

2,810. GOVERNORS OR SPEFD-REGULATORS FOR ELECTRIC MOTORS AND ОТП 
MACHINES. H. G. Turnell. February oth, 1919. (141,830.) 

4.836. ELECTRIC LocK-OUT SWITCHES. A. West & Co., V. Breeze and R. P. 
Bossom. February 26th, 1919. (141,849.) 

6,140. ELECTRICALLY-HBATED DOMESTIC OR LAUNDRY IRONS. W. Cross & Sor 
and J. J. Kirby. March 12th, 1919. (141,862.) i 

6,987. SYSTFMS OF ELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION. British Thomson-Heuston 
Co. (General Electric Co.). March 20th, 1919. (141.867.) 

7,173. CONTROL OF ELECTRIC MOTORS. W. Brooke and E. M. Kerr. Merch 
22nd, 1919. (141,870.) 

7.478. MEANS POR ENSURING IGNITION ОР THE WORKING CHARGES AND PREVEST- 
ING CARBONISING OF THE SPARKING PLUGS OP INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. Auto 
niters, Ltd., Е. W. Hudlass and H. D. Smith. March 25th, 1919. (141,877) 

8.944. BRUSH-HOLDERS OF DYNAMO-ELECTRIC GENERATORS AND ELECTRIC МО1ОКУ 
Efandem Co., W. Owen and F. E. Cutler. April Sth, 1919. (141,892.) 

9,003. ELECTRIC TIME-INDICATING APPARATUS. H. E. Warren. April 15th, 1918. 
(125,953.) 

9.655. THERMIONIC RELAY VALVES. R. 
(141,900.) 

10.158. ELECTRICAL CONNECTOR FOR ENGINE SPARKING PLUGS AND OTHER PUR- 
poses. V. Bardin. January 16th, 1919. (137.803.) 

10.770. METHODS OF AND APPARATUS FOR AUTOMATICALLY REMOVING GASES FROM 
ELECTRIC DISCHARGE TUBES AND THE LIKF. British Thomson-Houston Co. (Genet. 
Electric Co.). April 30th, 1919. (141.913.) 

13.494. OL-INMERSED WATFR-COOL FD ELECTRIC. TRANSFORMERS. W. Lulofs 4 
Ferranti, Ltd. May 28th, 1919. (141.946.) 

14.790/1. MAGNETO-ELECTRIC— MACHINES. C. 
(14.554 /5.) 

17.276. Toor FOR USE IN CLEANING SPARKING PLUGS. H. R. Wilks. July 10>. 
1919. (441.975.) 

18,632. STARTING MECHANISM FOR MAGNETOS OF INTERNAL-COMBUSTION  ESCISTS 
W. Whiteley and F. Smith. July 28th, 1919. (141.386.) 

23.108. ELFCIKIC TERMINAL-PLATES, TERMINAL-SOCKETS, AND THE LRT. X 
Parkinson and F. & A. Parkinson. September 19th, 1919. (142.02. 

23.933, Eurcikic switcnes. S. de P. Gorsky. November 9th, DP 
(135, 167.) 


Zweigbergk 


British Thomson-Houston Co. and J. Мат". 


T. Zweigbergk. January 2224. 


E. Whiteley and R 


Whiddington. April 15th, 1219. 


Olivetti. June Mth, 1912. 


24.719. Errerric pockrt urs. Galvanophoren Werke S. Szubert homma* 
dit Ges. October 10th, 1918. (133,699).) 
25.945. Бьксткїс rocker rasps. Cosmophos-Werke Akt. Ges. C. Bottshauser. 


October 15th, 1919. (142.031.) 

97.200. WINDING MACHINE FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF HOLLOW-INSUL ат 
CYLINDERS FOR ELECTRO-TECHNICAL eURVOSES, E. Haefcley et Cie. & pito 
2nd, 1919. (142,039.) 

28.160. MEASURED SERVICE TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. Automatic Telephone Mars 
facturing Co. February 12th, 1919. (138,857. 

31.164 IcowirioN. svsteus Daston Engineering Laboratories Co. Кеми 
Rnd, 1917. (Divided application on 21,177 18.). (136,566.) 


Vou, LXXXVI. All Rights | 
No, 2219. 


Reserved, 


LONDON: PUBLISHING OFFICE, 4, LUDGATE HILL, Е.С. 4. 
Kingdom and Canada, £1 12s. 6d. per annum.; Colonial and Foreign, £2 18, 6d. per annum.—New York: D. 
York City. TORONTO, Ont. : Wm, Dawson & Sons, Lrp., Manning Chambers 


Telegraphic Address: Ageekay. Cent., London." 


LITHOLITE | 
INSULATORS, Ltd. 


65—657, Hackney Grove, London, E. 8. 
‘Phone and Telegrams: Dalston, 693, London. 


FIREPROOF AND OTHER GRADES 
ESTABLISHED NEARLY 20 YEARS. 


[1j ELO 77 


For all purposes for which moulded in- 

sulation is required specify ELO 

which is water, oil and fireproof. 
@&eeeeeeeee eee eee eee ee eee 


FLEMING. BIRKBY & GOODALL, LTD., 
LIVERSEDGE, YORKSHIRE, 


Birkby ’s 


WRIGHT Tel: Motor. 
A.C. amd 
D.C. 


WRIGHT MOTORS, Ltd., HALIFAX. 
EVERY DESCRIPTION, OF 


SMALL TURNED PARTS and CASTINGS 


for ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. 
A. MORTON, 
6, Tenby Street North, Birmingham. 


BROOK 


ONE, TWO and THREE-PHASE 


MOTORS. 
See Sup. 46. 


SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST F. MOY, LTD., 


Manufacturing Electrical Engineers and 
Government Contractors, 


@REENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 


MICA & MICANITE 
TAYLOR & PETTERS, LTD., 


40, Hatton Garden, London, E.C. 1. 


Phone: 
4575 Central. See Page ii. 


MOTORS. * DYNAMOS. 
VICTORIA DYNAMO & MOTOR 00. 


CRAVEN HOUSE, 
Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 
Phone: Gerrard 1245, 


Advertisement Index, see page xxxvi. 


MOTORS. 


HOLDER-HARRIDEN LTD., 


j d — 


vin 
> — — — - 


CCCP 
2 We wh M OJI E A AE DX NG Ds = 


JUNE 4, 1920. 


. Panis: 


CHURTON 


gE and po, yp 


e MOTORS. 


Y. HARDING CHURTON å CO., LTD., 
Atias Works, Water Lane, LEEDS. 
SKATOSKALO 
BOILER SCALING TOOLS. 


Sole Макет: 


FRANK GILMAN, 
э, Westfield Road, BIRMINGHAM. 
Bee Advertisement this week, page xxxvii, 
[11 
EMPIRE" 


AUTOMATIC CONTROL 


Pumps, Compressors, Machine Tools. 


ELECTRIC CONTROL. LIMITED, GLASGOW. 


WESTERN-ELECTRIC 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 
Norfolk House, Victoria Embankment, W.C. 1 
Works: NORTH WOOLWICH, LONDON. Е. 


TELEPHONES & CABLES. 


Bee Advertisement last week, p. vi. 


CONNOLLY’S (BLACKLEY), Lo., 


for 
WIRES AND CABLES, 


See Advertisement this week, p. ili. 


WHITE 
Electrical Instrument Co., £td. 


2, 4 & 6, GLOUCESTER ST., 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON, В.С. 1. 


Wire: Phone: 
Voltograph, London. City, 8660, 
— — 7C—————ů—rv—rvr.? ¼—ä— — — — — 


ELECTRIC MOTORS. 


One, Two and Three- Phase. 


BRITTAIN’S ELECTRIC MOTOR Co. 
(Late Langdon-Davies Electric Motor Co.), 
110, Cannon Street, London, E.C. 4. 


INSULATING 
-- BEADS - - 


Immediate Delivery. 


85/37, Noble St., 
London, E.C. 


Registered at G. P. O. as a Newepeper and 
Canadian Magasine rate of Postage. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, Postage Free: United 


Van NOSTRAND Co., New 


, Park Р 
Borveav & CHEVILLET, Librairie, Etrangére, 2. "Rue de la Banque 
A В С Code. Telephone Nos. City 997; Central 4425 (Editorial only). 


THE CALL FOR CABLES. 
See page xi. \ 


Better than Rubber, Leather and Gutta-Percha, 


HOSE. 
— 


DERMATINE CO., Ltd. 
Neate St., London, S. B. 5 


SHUNT REGULATORS. 
MOTOR STARTERS and all classes of Resistance Work. 


REPAIRS = MOTOR STARTERS. | 


THE SOLENOID REGULATOR CO., 


HIGHGATE SQUARE, CAMP HILL, 


2 Wand den BIRMINGHAM. ‘Solencid. wie Жаз 
АА 


MAVOR & COULSON, Ltd., 


GLASGOW. 


MOTORS, DYNAMOS, 
SWITCHGEAR. 


REPAIRS. ЕМО E 
TRMATURES $ 


H. DUNN & SON, 


Newington Causeway, 
LONDON. S.E. 1 


RAYNER & HEALD, LTD., 


DUKE STREET, DERBY. 


Tel.: Hop. 1167. 


TWO & THREE-PHASE 
See page xxxv, MOTORS only. 


FU LLER'S UNITED ELECTRIC 
WORKS, LIMITED, 
MANUFAOTUKERB OF 
ACCUMULATORS BATTERIES 
WIRES & CABLES CARBONS, &c. 


WORKS: CHADWELL HEATH, ESSEX, 


General Sales Offices : 
IDDESLEIGH HOUSE, Caxton St., Westminster. 


‘Grams: Blocbat, Vic, London, ‘Phone : Victoria 6863-4 


INGLEBY & CO., 


ELLAND ROAD, LTD. 
MOTORS 


LEEDS. 
FOR DIRECT AND 
ALTERNATING CURRENT 
Delivery from Stock up te.50 H.P. 
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| ELUTION Cas 
ENGLISH A N ШШШ 
The house of Ediswan is = = 
the best equipped to deal = = 
with all enquiries for = = 
Everything = E have the finest Plant in the = 
Electrical. = country for the Quality Pro- Е 
ENTIRELY BRITISH. = duction of small components, such E 
— — = as screws, studs, connecting-rod bolts, = 
= eye-bolts, &c. = 
= We shall be pleased to quote for large or small = 
= quantities upon receipt of drawings or sample = 
: The Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd. = = 
{ PONDERS END. MIDDLESEX. = “THE COVENTRY Z 
Lond d Provincial Depots. = E 
CCC = REPETITION CO. LTD. € 
= COVENTRY. Е 
= Telegrums: REPETITION. В 
ЕАШИШШШШТИ ШШШШШИШШШШИ И ШШ ШЇТШЇЇШЇШ ШҮҮ о 


"PHONE 4575 CENTRAL. 
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THE ELECTRO-DEPOSITION OF IRON. 


ALL users of machinery have been concerned on occasions: 
at the necessity for scrapping important and valuable parts 
owing to a small portion having become worn. In 
high-speed machinery, such as aeroplanes and internal- 
combustion engines, and also in connection with guns, 
during the war, this became a serious problem, and. 
considerable progress was made in developing the process of. 
the electro-deposition of iron upon the worn parte. This 
not only had the effect of saving valuable parts from the 
scrap heap, but the saving in time and the greater speed in 
getting aeroplanes, guns, &c., back again into action, was 
of even greater importance. In commercial engineering of 
all kinds the process of electro-deposition of iron should 
find an important place, although, so far as we have been. 
able to ascertain, the application of the process on a 
commercial scale is only being attempted to а small extent. . 

Yet quite a considerable amount of research has been 
carried out upon it, and much valuable practical experience 
was obtained in the Motor Transport and R.A.F. repair 
depots i in France, and also at Farnborough. The practical 
repair work by means of the process in the field was 
necessarily of a more or less unscientific nature viewed from. 
the standpoint of the laboratory research worker, but the 
greatest possible credit is due to certain officers whose 
enthusiasm led to really wonderful resulta in the face of 
difficulties from both outside and inside. It was found 
possible, for instance, to deposit а  layer..of iron 
up to about 2 mm. in thickness on ,any simple 
cylindrical surface of wrought iron or steel, mild 
or cast, and although, in a paper just read before the 
Iron and Steel Institute*, Mr. W. E. Hughes, late chief 
research chemist to the Electro-Metallurgical Committee of 
the Ministry of Munitions, points out that the work was 
not done under proper scientific control, and that the results, 
although apparently satisfactory, were very far from being 
so in fact, an earlier paper before the Institution of Auto- 
mobile Engineers, by Major B. H. Thomas, described the 
conditions under which the work in the field was carried 
out, which were very different from those obtaining in a 
laboratory. At the same time, Mr. Hughes did not intend 
his comment to be taken as adverse criticism, but only as 
pointing out some of the defects which may occur unless 
workshop conditions, in commercial practice, are much 
more scientific than they were, of necessity, under war con- 
ditions. 

The necessity for quickly building up worn parts 
made itself felt in 1915, and in the third heavy motor 
transport repair shop in France, the process was applied 
under difficulties. The solution which was found to yield 
the best results was made up of ferrous ammonium sulphate 
at a strength of 75 grammes per litre of water, with a 
current density of 0'1 ampere per 30 sq. cm. The rate of 
deposition was 0°005 mm. thickness per hour, and the 
operation was carried out in separate vats of approximately 
30 litres capacity. The general method of operation was 
to suspend the work in a vertical position in the vat, 


— — — 
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by means of standards fixed to the bench, which were 
provided with universally jointed arms fitted with clamps 
at the end to hold the work. The anode was then 
suspended from a rocker arm, and made to surround the 
work concentrically as, especially with thick deposits, it 
appears to be important to keep the anode as nearly as 
possible equidistant from the work at all points. The 
anodes were made of Swedish iron wire about 16 8.w.G., 
thoroughly annealed and wound into the form of a woven 
cylinder. They were suspended and stiffened by means of а 
]-in. iron rod on one side, which was attached at the 
top'to the rocker arm.. The anodes were fitted, in addition, 
with two celluloid cones to produce an upward pumping 
action. The effect of this action was found to be important, 
as it is essential to avoid having stagnant solution in contact 
with the work, and it is also desirable to keep the ferrous 
carbonate in the solution in a state of suspension. Some 
difference of opinion existed between the motor transport 
repair officers and the R.A.F. repair officers as to whether 
it was better to deposit the metal direct or on a thin film 
of copper, The latter view was held by the R.A.F., but on 


the other side, the efficacy of such a method was contested. 


The R.A.F. people apparently found that good results followed 
the practice of applying a thin film of copper and then a 
layer of iron, repeating the process when greater thicknesses 
were required. However, the advantages of one method 
over another are subjects for investigation and experiment. 
The point is that the work which was carried out during 


the war has opened up a prospect of considerable economies | 


for machinery users by electro-deposition, and it is to be 
hoped that this valuable experience, gained at the public 
expense, will not be allowed to be wasted. It is improbable 
that private individuals in normal times would have been 
able to undertake such work, and good use should now be 
made of it. 


IT has been known for a long time past 
that conditions in connection with the 
electric tramways in Germany have been 
going from bad to worse, and the situation with regard to 
many undertakings is now becoming desperate. The chair- 
man of one of the principal electrical manufacturing com- 
panies, which is also interested in a number of tramways, 
recently stated that nothing further could be gained by 
increasing fares. This statement is more than confirmed 
by the directors of a tramway company in Rhineland. They 
point out that it has been necessary to have recourse to 
raising fares in order to meet the increase in working 
expenses, but in this respect they have been opposed by tke 
local authorities, who have placed great difficulties in the 
way of the introduction of higher fares. On the other hand, 
the municipal tramway fares have been advanced time after 
time, and in some cases the municipal councils have also 
increased the rates in order to endeavour to relieve the 
tramways—at the expense of the ratepayers in general. It 
is now proposed to attempt to solve the question of fares 
by arbitration, as in the case of the fixing of charges for the 
supply of energy, but experience has shown lately that 
increases in fares, far from yielding a larger revenue, are 
actually resulting in a decreased income. 

The new advances made in the prices of coal with the 
consequential rise in the prices of materials, &c., will further 
prejudicially affect the working of the tramways. The 
charge made for power before the war to tramways not 
having their own generating stations, ranged from 5 to 
10 pfennigs per Kw.-hour ; it now amounts to 40 to 
50 pfennigs, and will further advance in the next few weeka, 
owing to the higher cost of coal. The question of intro- 
ducing minimum fares of 60, 70, or even 80 pfennigs has 
been discussed by à number of tramway managemente, but 


German Electric 
Tramways. 


these have been vetoed by municipal bodies, on the ground 
of political considerations, recourse being again had to the 
indirect method of increased rates and taxes. 

Some interesting examples are given in order to demon- 
strate the great increase in the cost of permanent-way 
material, rolling stock, &c., during the war. For instance, 
the sale price of tramway rails, which amounted to 139 
marks (£6 198.) per ton on the outbreak of war, reached 
300 marks in March, 1919, and is now 3, 200 marks per ton. 
The price of copper has risen from 1°50 to 52 marks per 
kilogramme in the same period of years; and the cost of a 
motor-tramcar has advanced from 15,000 to 200,000 
marks, while the cost of maintaining or renewing the 
surface of the tramway tracks has also enormously 
increased. It is contended that the tramways can no longer 
continue to meet the heavy expenditure, and that they 
will be brought to a standstill in the near future—as 
has already taken place in the case of both private and 
municipal lines of minor importance—unless an improve- 
ment is brought about in some form or another. 


In our “Correspondence”? columns 
to-day, J. C." approaches the vexed 
| question of Box numbers" and their 
associations from a somewhat novel point of view. As 
regards the inability of the applicant to guess at the 
identity of the advertiser, we may point out that our 
Advertising Department makes provision for the case in 
which the applicant desires that, if the advertiser is, say, 
„Mr. X,“ his letter shall not be forwarded to that quarter 
—such letters are destroyed. Again, the failure to 
acknowledge the receipt of replies to an advertisement, and 
to inform unsuccessful applicants as to the result, shows a 
lack of ordinary courtesy to which we have previously drawn 
attention; why should a man who answers an advertise- 
ment, but fails to secure selection, be treated as though he 
were a dog? To our mind the practice is a serious breach 
of good manners. 'The neglect to communicate with 
an applicant who has been granted an interview, and whose 
hopes have been raised thereby, is a still graver dis- 
courtesy, and may involve serious injury to ihe victim's 
interests, for he may refuse good openings whilst waiting 
in the confident expectation of securing the appointment. 
Не has a clear right to be informed of his fate as soon as 
possible after the decision is made. 

But the main point which our correspondent makes is of 
graver import. The suspicion that employers who are 
members of certain great associations have secret arrange- 
ments for preventing members of their staffs from moving 
from one firm to another within the same association, whether 
well-founded or not, has in the past given rise to much 
bitter feeling, and if it were justified in fact, would con- 
stitute not only a gross and illegal infraction of the rights 
of a free man, but also would be fraught with dire results 
to British industry in the long run. Our best and most 
worthy engineers and artisang would miss no opportunity of 
transferring their services to some country where freedom 
could still be found; to remain here under such a tyran- 
nical régime would be unbearable. 

Such suspicions, as our correspondent says, if not true 
should be allayed, and his suggestion that the subject should 
be brought to the notice of the Joint Industrial Councils 
is very commendable. It can, however, apply only to the 
case of members of Trade Unions, for the Councils as yet 
afford no representation to members of technical staffs, and 
the only instance in which this omission has been rectified 
is that of the staffs of power stations, who now have their 
Joint Industrial Board. So far as the field remains 
uncovered, apparently, we must look to the Society of Tech- 
nical Engineers for appropriate action; and we are so 
frequently asked nowadays what that society is and what it 
is doing, that we suggest to its directors the desirability, or 
even the necessity, of its abandoning, at least in part, its 
customary secretiveness and telling the public something 
more of its aims and work, 
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A MODERN ALL-ELECTRIC COUNTRY HOUSE. 


By THOS. B. 


In December, 1918, the writer was instructed to prepare a 
scheme for lighting, heating and cooking required at a large 
country house, and told that it was all to be done with 
water power. In January, 1919, a few days were spent on 
the job, taking particulars, and principally surveying and 
levelling off the various alternative water-power schemes. 
Work was actually started early in February, and the 
installation was working on August 4th, 1919. ' 

So far as we know, this is the first large completely 
electrical country house in the kingdom. 


WRIGHT, A. M. I. E. E. 


About 200 ft. of 26-in. bore riveted steel piping is carried 
on concrete piers downhill to the power house, special 
anchorage arrangements being made for the piping, which 
ends in a large cast-iron ** Y bend, each tail having a large 
slow-acting sluice-valve fitted. 

The measured head is 96 ft., including 17 ft. of suction 
tail piping. The suction pipe discharges vertically into a 
concrete duct, from which the water returns to the river. 

At present one turbo-dynamo set of 110 в.н.р., consisting 
of a Gilkes Francis turbine and an E.C.C. dy namo, is installed, 


THE DAM, FROM UP-STREAM SIDE, 


The river passes near the house and is fast flowing, 
running in a rocky ravine, and is subject to very rapid rise 
and fall. It is fed by many good springs and a large 
hill loch. 

A 6-ft. dam wall is built across the river, about 25 ft. 
thick at bottom and sloping up to about 6 ft. thick at top. 
The overall length is about 65 ft., and both ends are 
securely built into the solid rock. At the high end of the 
dam, starting behind the centre line is built a large 
concrete intake tank measuring 11 ft. 4 in. by 8 ft. 3 in,, 
connected to the reservoir by a concrete duct about 6 ft. 
long by 4 ft. wide and 2 ft. 6 in. high. A heavy rough 
bar iron strainer of about 80 sq. ft. area is fitted outside 


STEEL PiPE LINE BELOW INTAKE. 


this duct, in addition to a large cast-iron gate sluice. 
Inside the intake tank is the fine strainer made of per- 
forated cast-iron plates. 

From the intake tank about 260 ft. of 26-in. bore 
riveted steel pipe is carried on stone piers built on the river 
bank to a concrete connection tank, with manhole, and from 
this tank about 800 ft. of 27-in. bare special rock concrete 
pipes are carried underground to a second concrete 
tank with manbole. The head of water on this tank is 
about 20 ft. The relief pressure open-ended concrete pipe 
is taken from the base of this tank, | | 


VIEW OF DAM, SHOWING OVERFLOW AND INTAKE TANK. 


and a second set of 50 B. H.P. is on order. The working 
pressure is 250 volts, but the generators are over-compouuded 
to give from 250 volts at light load to 265 at full load. An 
oil governor is provided. 

The main power house switchboard is built up of heavy 
marble slabs mounted in angle-iron framework, two panels 
control the generators, and a third panel the outgoing mains. 
The usual meters, switches, and fuse gear, &c., are fitted on 
each panel. 

Three pairs of V. I. R. cables in tubing connect the 
switchboard with the outside overhead line. This line 
consists of three pairs of 37/14 8.w.G. bare copper wires 
run on poles about 20 ft. above ground level, protected ag 


CONCRETE PIPE LINF. 


both ends by lightning arresters. The overhead line is 
about 300 yards in length, after which a pair of 0°5 sq. in. 
bitumen cables are laid solid to the house, a distance of 
about 210 yards. 

At the house the cables terminate at the main switch- 
board. This board has four heavy main switches (con- 
trolling the lighting, radiators, power, and cooking panels), 
and separate panels for the various meters, switchgear, and 
sub-fuses. A recording ampere-meter is fitted, from which 
most interesting records are being taken. 

The switchboard is of polished white marble, and is 
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mounted with free access to all parts both back and front. 
The whole of the wiring work is carried out with C.M.A. 
cables run in heavy screwed steel tube in the contractor's 
usual standard manner. 

The heating installation consists of about thirty 20-amp. 
radiator sockets and switches, fitted in all cases in special 
iron boxes in the skirtings, with brass face plates. Double- 
pole diamond H switches are used throughout. Each 
radiator socket forms a separate circuit from the main board. 
The radiators are generally of 3-Kw. capacity each, with 
three-heat control, having elements made up of flat wire 
wound on mica. The heating of the house is much better 
than when coal fires were used. Normally the radiators 
are turned on full for from half an hour to an hour, then 
turned to half heat. 


о "GankEs-E.C.C. Tugno-DyNAUo, WITH. Оп, GOVERNOR, 


For: water heating four calorifiers are used. One of 
70 gallons capacity supplies hot water to the kitchen, 
scullery, wash-house, pantry, and to two dressing rooms and 
bathroom overhead. Another of 70 gallons capacity is 
erected in a clothes drying-room— where its waste heat is 
used—and supplies two bathrooms and four lavatory basins. 

One of 50 gallons capacity is fitted in the principal 
dressing-room, supplying bath, basin, &c.. and another of 
50 gallons capacity is fitted on the top floor, supplying a 
bathroom and basins there. Two instantaneous water- 
heating geysers are fitted experimentally, but these are not 
needed. 

The 70-gallon calorifiers are each fitted with immersers 
of 8 KW., but normally only 6 Kw. are used. The 50-gallon 
calorifiers are each fitted with immersers of 6 Kw. All the 
calorifiers are fitted with thermo-control double-action 


FiFTY-GALLON CALORIFIER. 


switchgear, combined with a double-coil relay which makes 
and breaks the main current in mercury cups. The thermo- 
switch and relay are operated by means of a battery of dry 
cells. The water is alwavs maintained at a constant pre- 
arranged temperature of 170? F., night and day, but could 
equally well be kept at auy desired temperature less than 
boiling point. 

The cooking apparatus consists of one double oven range, 
each oven being provided with three-heat regulation. Each 
oven is loaded to 3 Kw. capacity, and the internal size is 
18 in. x 18 m. x I4 in. The hot table above is fitted 


Munro, Ltd., electrical engineers, Glasgow. 


with four 8-ір. 1,100-watt and two 6-in. 600-watt hot- 
plates in addition to a plate-warmer and a 15-in. by 10-in. 
grill loaded to 2,000 watts. Each separate unit has three- 
heat regulation fitted. All switches, fuses, and indicators 
are mounted on iron barrel standards above the range. Two 
fish kettles or stewing pans are fitted, one of 18 in. size, and 
one of 22 in. size, and in addition a baker plate and various 
sizes of boiling pans, both lined and unlined, are provided. 
A hot closet loaded to 1 Kw. is fitted in the pantry, close to 
the dining-room service door. Small table sets of toasters, 
egg boilers, coffee pots, &c., are also in use. 

Special circuits are fitted for the motor washing machine, 
ironing machine, mangle and drying room, aud in the 
laundry for the usual hand electric irons. The heating 
apparatus is mostly of the Falkirk make. 


SCULLERY SWITCHBOARD FOR COOKING APPARATUS, 
AND CALORIFIER RELAY. 


The estate cottages and offices are also being lighted and 
heated in the same way, and provided with electric 
cooking. 

The whole of the arrangements have been worked out in 
such a way that one of the estate men is able to attend to 
the running of the installation, in addition to his other 
duties. The turbines run night and day. The running 
cost, therefore, is very small, and is made up of part of this 
man's wages plus the cost of lubricating oil, and a periodical 
inspection visit of a skilled man every four months. 

The maintenance cost so far has been nothing, no renewals 


of any kind having been supplied. All the elements used 


for heating are of the easily replaceable type, so that when 
any do burn out they can be replaced by the man on the job. 

The domestics are highly delighted with the working 
arrangements, and in the course of a few days were working 
the electrical apparatus freely and confidently. One of the 
first things found out was that instead of having to get up 
before 6 a.m. in order to be ready for breakfast time, they 
do not require to be down till after 7 a.m. This is owing 
principally to having no fires to clean and lay, hot water 
always being ready, and the absence of dirt. 

The contractors for the whole survey. design, and carrying 
out of the complete installation were Messrs. Anderson and 
It is interesting 
to note that this most modern electrical installation was 
carried out by the oldest firm of electrical engineers and 
contractors in the kingdom. 


Anglo-Swiss Commercial Relations.—AÀn article on 
this subject is contributed to the first number of the Алдѓо- e 
Review (May Ist) published at Basle. The author is Mr. J. K. 
Cahil), the British Commercial Attaché at Berne. He gives 
tabulated statistics relating to trade between Switzerland and the 
British Empire, discusses where British methods of dealing with 
the market have fallen short in the past, and refers to the 
recently established British Chamber of Commerce for Switzerland, 
and the service which it should be able to render. He states that 
the effort on the British side to secure Swiss business has been 
sadly wanting in the past, and urges British firms to explore more 
minutely the potentialities of the market, and to make organised 
efforts on settled lines to start or to develop trade. Membership 
of the new Chamber of Commerce should greatly assist them to 
that end. Among the other articles in the Reriew is one on “ Mutual 
Interests of British and Swiss Machine Industries," by O. Cattani, 
and one on " University Matters: the Case for Exchange of Swiss 
and English Students, by J. H. Smith. ' ~ ч 
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CABLE- FAULT LOCALISATION.* | 


By EDWARD RAYMOND-BARKER 


To the “Correspondence” columns of the ELECTRICAL 
Review of May 7th, 1920, a writer communicated a 
decidedly instructive inquiry as to a quick and correct 
method of localising a certain unusual type of cable fault. 
Advisedly is the adjective “instructive " here used, for few 
data are more so than those descriptive of some fresh, 
puzzling experience ; an experience utilised—may-be—by 
an intelligent observer, to arouse sympathetic interest of, and 
further inquiry from, some fellow-reader of the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, with ultimate acquisition of corroborative data 
and— perhaps — assistance. 

The correspondent has written over the appropriate 
pseudonym * Kon Denser," as if, in pursuing elucidation 
of his problem, he, with true instinct, already scented the 
track of his cable' в own electrostatic inductive capacity. 

“ Kon Denser's" inquiry has brought to the present writer 
—across a quarter of a century of time—a salt-laden gust, or 
two, from stormy seas, with distinct recollection of curious 
characteristics evinced by a fault (of a hitherto unheard-of 
` species) in cable coiled in a ship’s tank—a fault, however, 
now seen to be not without certain pointe of resemblance to 
that which has caused our fellow-reader “* Kon Denser to 
send out a somewhat urgent SO S. 


Almost exactly 25 years ago, during a fairly long voyage 


from port to port, through—as it happened—heavy seas and 
generally bad weather, we had to turn over cable and bring 
about redistribution of cable in the ship’s tanks. 

One section of india-rubber core cable was 43°684 N.M. 
in length, and consisted of 23:980 N. u. spliced on to 
19:704. This length, at an observed temperature of 58° F., 
ought to have shown a conductor resistance of just over 
463 ohms, and an inductive capacity of a little over 14 
mfds. 

Yet tests on this piece of cable presented curious, and, at 
firat sight, inconsistent features. 

Insulation.—Whether test was applied to top end in tank 
while bottom end free, or rice rersd, or into both ends 
looped, insulation was good, and showed normal dielectric 
resistance for the whole 43:684 м.м. 

Capacity.—(W hether by comparison of deflection throws, 
or by the Kelvin method.) 

Results of tests (1) into top end while bottom end /vee, 
or (2) vice versi, or (3) with ends looped, always gave the 
correct total capacity of just over 14 mfds. 

Conductor Hesislunte.— Here was the mystery. Tested 
by various methods the c R of this piece of cable, instead of 
being what it ought to have been, namely, about 463 ohms, 
persistently gave a steady three hundred and fourteen 
thousand ohms (314. 000%. 

All this appeared to point to a broken conductor with 
ends separated within the rubber covering. Yet with some 
degree of continuity through, perhaps, a conducting film, 
on the inner surface of the rubber, sufficient for passage of 
static charges in the inductive-capacity tests. 

How, then, if capacity charges always got past the break, 
over the film, was the break in the conductor to be 
localised ? 

The late Mr. С. N. С. Evers, then acting, on board, as 
the present writer’s senior assistant, made a very good 
suggestion as to the possibility of obtaining by the use of 
slides, relative distances from the two ends of the 43:684 N. u. 
cable by means of charging simultaneously the two ends of 
the cable from opposite siyn potentials, frem some very 
low E. M. F. 

* On May 20th this article was posted to the Editors of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW. On May 23rd the writer received privately 
from Kon Denser interesting data and incidental proof that, at 
3 p.m. on April 24th, he was called upon to tackle the fault-localisa- 
tion, and that, by capacity methods, not only was the fault 
Successfully localised, but by 6 p.m. the repair had been effected, 
and the plant was again running OK. Owing to academic and 
theoretical interest attaching to an unusual type of fault, Kon 
Denser" wrote to the ELECTRICAL REVIEW the letter which 
appeared on May ‘th. On his own initiative does the present 


writer add this note to show that, after all, it was “off his own 
bat that Kon Denser attained success.—E. R.-B. 


This happy suggestion, due to Mr. О, N. С, Evers, was 
successfully effected by the present writer using Kelvin 
capacity test connections with Kelvin-Varley slides. 

Instead of the cable being balanced against a standard 
condenser, one cable end of the 43:684 N. M. was balanced 
against the other, the high-resistance film at the break 
being, in this case, of a resistance sufficiently high to keep 
separate the two adjacent but opposite sign charges. 

In this manner, then, two charges were to be adjusted, 
by means of the Kelvin-Varley slides, to balance each other 
when blended or mixed, the slide-reading then indicating 
not only relative charging potentials, but also the relative 
amounts of the two cable charges in the two portions of the 
total length of 48°684 N.M. This, of course, is tantamount 
to giving the relative lengths on either side of the fault. 
Thus the fault is localised. 

The connections as arranged by the present writer are 
shown in the accompanying diagram :— 
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C, = 23:980 N. M. Of I. R. cable. 
= 19/704 „ 


99 99 99 


43:684 „ total cable section joined through 
at splice 8, and coiled in ship’s cable-tank. 


HRR = High-resistance break of conductor inside 


dielectric. 
SE = Cable-sheathing “ earth " connection. 
в = One Leclanchè cell. 
@ = Sullivan mirror алое (“ Marine” 
pattern). 
Kv = Kelvin-Varley slide resistances = 100,000". 
K kı k, k, = Lambert mixing key for Kelvin capacity tests. 

K depressed causes k, k, to connect up с, and c, 
respectively to opposite sign battery potentials. 

k raised causes k, and /, to rise and to connect and blend 
converse electrical cable charges balauced by means of the 
K v slides till depression of /, after the said mixing, gives 
deflection throw nil on c. 

[ №оіе.— Тһе Lambert mixing key is shown here as it 
lends itself well, in the various stages of the test, to 
diagrammatic clearness. See Н. R. Kempe’s * Handbook 
of Electrical Testing.” Seventh edition, p. 405. The key 
actually used by the present writer was W. A. Price’s 
excellent (Silvertown) mixing key, as shown in Н. D. 
Wilkinson’s Submarine Cable Laying and Repainng. 
Latest edition, p. 483. ] 

Dotted lines г and / show relative position of high- 
resistance break (н Ев) as deduced from test with КҮ 
slides, u, ng = slide reading of 2,559, ie, 2,059 out of 
100 x 100 -.10,000 total subdivisions of the slides 
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causing relative charges on each side of the high- resistance 
interior fault H R B to neutralise each other, so that deflection 
throw on с when k, is depressed becomes nil. 
The slide-reading 2,559 gives the proportion: 
2,559 : 10,000 :: = : 43684 N.M. or = 11'179 N.M. 
7441 : 10,000 :: у : 13:681 N.M. or y = 32:505 м.м. 


10000 — 43684 N.M. 

Distance of fault from splice = 23'980 N.M. — 11:179 

= 12°801 м.м. 

This merely approximate value was sufficiently accurate 
to point to the fault being at the sixth joint in this length 
of cable, which joint, by section-book, was 12:111 N.M. 
from splice 8. 

This cable was then turned over from one tank to another. 
When the cable was purposely bent at the sixth joint-mark, 
tie electrical control test gave indications of the fault being 
there. On the cable being cut, the conductor was found to 
have been broken at the braze of the sixth joint. Although 
the conductor, together with its lapping of fine copper wire, 
had been severed, and the two portions of the braze slightly 
drawn apart, a high-resistance, but nevertheless conducting 
film (= 314,000 ohms), due to chemical action between the 
braze and the surrounding india-rubber, had formed on the 
inner surface of the rubber, just, in fact, as the curious 
behaviour of the cable when first tested successively for 
insulation, capacity and conductor resistance, had led one to 
suspect. 

To sum up :—It appears to the present writer that, in 
certain respects, the foregoing instance is somewhat 
analogous to the case cited by Kon Denser." 

In the latter instance, one of the copper conductors of a 
twin cable embedded in glazed troughing run in with pitch 
and capped with tiles, had developed a fault owing, appar- 
ently, to water getting through the pitch and eating away 
the copper strand. The resulting sulphate of copper at the 
fault gradually came to constitute a comparatively non- 
conductive block, this block virtually insulating, one from 
the other, each aide of the severed copper strand. 

Except that, in this instance, the insulation of the cable 
appears to have been affected primarily, from the outeide, 
by water—whereas in the case cited by the present writer, 
cable insulation remained unimpaired —the two cases seem 
fairly analogous. 


Hence it would be most interesting to know if electrical 
tests on lines similar to those afore-described— namely, 
by balancing, in the Kelvin mixing method, the two cable 
capacities separated by the copper sulphate crystal block— 
have helped in any way to solve the problems so iuterest- 
ingly described by the ELECTRICAL REVIEW correspondent 
“Kon Denser. To him, by the kind courtesy of the 
Editors of the ELECTRICAL Review, the present writer has 
already been privileged to communicate some suggestions. 

Since the above matter was written the writer has heard 
that ~ Kon Denser's two cables are without any metallic 
sheathing or wire armouring. 

This leaves one ratber in doubt (1) as to the inductive 
capacity of the two braided wires laid in glazed troughing 
run in with pitch, the nature of the bed in which the trough 
lies being doubtful, and (2) us to whether the inductive 
capacity conditions — whatever they may be- «re uniform 
along the entire length of * Kon Denser’s” two braided 
conductors. 

If conditions be not uniform, the difficulty of localising an 
insulated break is much greater than it would otherwise be. 

It might, however, be feasible to act in the following 
manner: Earth the good cable, and, with one pole of 
testing cell likewise to earth, measure relative inductive 
capacities between the faulty line (respectively on each side 
of the high-resistance break fault) and the good line which 
has been earthed. 

Actual capacities in terms of microfarads would not be 
necessary. Relative discharge throws, in terms of scale 
divisions on a mirror galvanometer scale, from the two cable 
ende would be sufficient во long as exactly similar testing 
conditions prevailed at both ends of the faulty line. 

Relative charge, or discharge, deflection throws—from 
any really insulated break—would indicate relative cable 
lengths out of the total length of 100 yards which, 
according to Kon Denser,” is the length of his twin 
cables. 

Similarly, with the faulty cable earthed at both ends, 
a charge, or discharge, deflection from the good cable 
(insulated at the far end) in terms of galvanometer-scale 
divisions, ought to be equivalent to the sum of the two 
deflection throws from the two separated sections of the 
faulty cable, when the good cable was earthed. 


MÀ — en 


“WIRED WIRELESS" TELEGRAPHY AND TELEPHONY. 


REFERENCE has from time to time been inade in our pages to 
the experiments that have been carried out by the U.S.A. 
Signal Corps in connection with multiplex telephony and 
telegraphy over open-circuit bare wires laid in the earth or 
under water. A paper on this subject presented to the 
National Academy of Sciences in April last by Major-Genl. 


G. O. Squier, chief signal officer, U.S. War Department, was 


recently abstracted by Science, from which the following par- 
ticulars are taken. 

The key problem " in the procurement of essential Signal 
Corps supplies in the United States during the war, curiously 
enough turned out to be the production of the necessary 
braiding machines for finishing insulated wire. The bare 
wire itself and the insulating materials could be obtained, but 
the necessary machinery for braiding the thread was neve: 
anything like adequate for -the enormous supplies required 
in the field. 

The braiding capacity of the entire United States, at 
September Ist, 1918, was about 8.000 nies of twisted pair 
insulated Wire per month, while the requirements for the 
American forces alone at that date were about 40.000 miles 
a month. The Allied Council decided that beginning March 
Ist, 1919, the United States should furnish all of this type 
of wire used by the Allied armies in the field. To supply this 
amount of insulated wire would have required cargo space for 
overseas shipment to the amount of 14,000 ship tons a month, 
but had it been possible to use single conductor bare wire 
in place of the twisted pair insulated wire, the space required 
would have been reduced to 2,500 ship tons a month, thus 
releasing the balance for transportation of other vitally neces- 
Багу supplies. 

The above facts show the necessity of developing, if pos- 
sible, new methods by which a reduction may be effected. in 
the enormous quantities of expensive and bulky insulated 
wire, which was so dificult to procure, and which must now 
be buried in the earth to a depth of S or 10 ft. throughout 
the advance sectors of the front line of a modern anay. 


The following reasoning led to the carrying out of tlie ex- 
periments to be described :— 


1. Since we can already communicate by radio means 
between one submarine and another submarine both сош- 
pletely submerged, it was considered that connecting two 
such stations by a submerged copper wire could have no other 
effect than to facilitate the propagation of the electric waves 
between the stations. 

2. It was considered possible that the behaviour of earth 
or water under the action of high frequency currents inight 
exhibit greatly different properties from those with which 
we are familiar at direct or low frequency currents. 

З. It was realised that whatever high frequency energy 
losses might occur in the case of bare wires laid in earth or 
water, vet the over-all efficiency Would be higher than in the 
case of radio space transmission Where the plant efficiency 
Is so Very low. 

4. [t was noted by the writer in September, 1910, that the 
thiee-electrode audion could be used as a potentially operated 
device on open circuits. This arrangement was considered 
rattable for the reception of the signals over bare wires in 
earth or water, 

The first experiment was a simple one: A bare No. 15 phos 
phor bronze whe was laid across the Washington Channel 
of the Potomac river. It was paid out with sufficient slack 
to lie on the bottom of the river. A standard Signal Corps 
wireless telephone and telegraph set, SCR 76, was directly 
connected to each end of the wire, one set serving as a trans- 
mitter and the other as a receiver. At the receiving end of 
the line the bare wire was directly connected to the grid of 
the receiving set and the usual ground connection left open. 
A frequency of about 000,000 evcles a second was used, and 
the line tuned at each end by the usual methods. Excellent 
telegraphy and telephony were obtained. Care Mas taken 
to make this preliminary experiment as simple and basic as 
possible and precaution taken to ensure that the wire itself 
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should be bright and clean and entirely free from any grease 
or other insulating material. | 

This success immediately led to more thorough consideration 
of the entire subject. The following experiment was made :— 

A strip of wire netting was buried in the snow outside an 
office in Washington and a wire attached thereto leading to 
the second story of the building. The upper end of this wire 
was connected directly to the grid of an electron tube, which 
was to be used as a potentially operated device. It was neces- 
sary for maximum sensitiveness to connect it to the point of 
maximum potential of the antenna which in the case of a 
linear oscillator occurs at the open end. By this arrange- 
ment, messages were readily received from distant points in 
the United States. 

These two simple experiments demonstrated the possibility 
of transmitting electromagnetic waves along bare wires sub- 
merged in water and the use of an electron tube as a poten- 
tially operated device for the reception of signals. Ihe Signal 
Corps has recently undertaken certain investigations in the 
phenomena connected with the transinission of high-frequency 
electromagnetic waves over bare wues in earth and in water. 
In attacking the problems from various angles, the research 
staff of the Signal Corps laboratory at Camp Alfred Vail, Little 
Silver, New Jersey, was directed to carry out experiments on 
bare wires laid on the surface of moist ground and also buried 
in earth. The Signal Corps research laboratory at the Bureau 
of Standards was directed to investigate fundamentally the 
transmission of electromagnetic waves over bare wires in fresh 
water. In addition to this, the office of the Chief Signal 
Оћсег has carried out from time to time certain experiments 
of a more or less crucial character which have come up for 
&olution in the prosecution of this work at the other labora- 
tories. The phenomena associated with the transmission of 
high-frequency waves over bare wires in earth or water are 
obscure and complex, and the writer has formulated no de- 
finite theory at the present time. 

The results obtained are as follows :— 

1. Telephone and telegraph communication has been estab- 
lished across the Potomac river, below the city of Washington, 
over a distance of about three-quarters of a mile, by the use 
of a bare No. 12 phosphor bronze wire laid in the water to 
connect the stations. The transmitter consisted of an electron 
tube oscillator which delivered a current of about 970 milli- 
amperes to the line at a frequency of about 600,000 cycles a 
eecond. At the receiving end of the line an electron tube 
and а 6-stage amplifier were used without any ground con- 
nection. With this arrangement good tuning was obtained 
at both ends of the line, and telegraphic and telephonic trans- 
mission secured over the bare wires immersed in fresh water. 

2. A resonance wave coil has been developed in the form 
of a long helix wound with a large number of turns on which 
stationary waves are produced by the incoming wireless 
signals. An electron tube is used as the detector, the grid 
being connected to the point of maximum potential on the 
сой. The wave coil may be used either as a part of the usual 


antenna system or a part of a line wire, or it may act itself 
as the antenna for picking up the energy of the signals. In 
the latter case the coil may be either free at both ends or 
grounded at one end. Good results have been obtained in 
either case. It has been also found that the open coil has 
directional properties and can be used as a goniometer not 
only for horizontal measurements, but for vertical measure 
ments as well. This form of wireless goniometer has the 
great advantage that it permits not only of determining Ше 
plane where the signals are strongest, but also the direction 
from which such signals proceed. 

Telegraph and telephone communication has been also estab- 
lished between two stations at Camp Alfred Vail, using a 
bare No. 16 copper wire buried in the earth to a depth of 
about 8 in. to connect the stations. The distance between 
the two stations was three-quarters of a mile. Frequencies 
as high as one million cycles a second were used. Similar 
communication has been carried on over a bare wire one 
‘and three-quarter miles Jong laid on the surface of moist 
earth. The current at the transmitting station in these 
installations was about 100 milliamperes. It has been shown 
that a bare wire buried in moist earth with the distant end 
open can be tuned both at the transmitting end and at the 
receiving end. | 

In the older art of ocean telegraphy, 'the elaborateness of 
line construction has already reached a practical limit. The 
most promising hope of improving the line construction for 
ocean cables is believed to be to abandon the present method 
of design and construction, and to start with the simple case 
of bare wires in water, using high-frequency currents, and 
study the necessary changes to produce optimum transmission. 
The use of a high-frequency carrier has the inherent 
advantage that the distortion phenomena accompanying pre- 
sent methods of long-distance transmission are eliminated, 
and we are principally concerned with the problem of reduc- · 
ing attenuation. The most suitable voltage may be employed 
and present multiplex methods may be utilised. The electron 


tube is available for both the generation and the reception 


of the waves. 

During the last few years an intensive study has been made 
of the surface conditions of wires necessary to produce the 
emission of electrons, and to this intensive study, both by 
universities and industrial research laboratories, is due the 
high etate of efficiency of the present electron tube. Nothing 
short of a similar study of the surface conditions of wires for 
preventing the emission of electrons instead of producing 
them, will finally give us the wire conductor of the future. 

The development of types of resonance wave coils, both 
open at one end and at both ends, for general wireless work 
offers an interesting field for investigation. "This involves the 
study of the electron tube as a potentially operated device. 
The application of such coils properly designed for specific 
purposes may lead to the practical solution of a number of 
wireless problems such as directional effects, and wave coil 
antenne of very emall dimensions. 


THE ELECTRIFICATION OF «HOLLAND. 


. One of Holland's greatest difficulties as an industrial country 
has been the high cost and consumption of coal in all her 
industrial undertakings. 'This it is now proposed to remedy 
by an extensive scheme of electrification, embracing practi- 
cally the whole country. According to the Board of Trade 
Journal, a network of H.T. transmission lines has been planned 
(fig. 8), and it is hoped that in due course Dutch industries 
ehall enjoy the advantages of cheap power in order to be 
more favourably placed for export purposes against more 
‘ortunate competitors. In any case, it is considered that 


Fia. 9.—CooriNa TOWERS. 
JuMBURG STATE Coat MINES. 


Fia. 1.—ELEcTRIC 
WINDER. 


great economies will be effected by concentrating the various 
electricity supply undertakings into a national scheme which, 
at the same time, will be useful to develop the smaller manu- 
factories all over the country. 

The scheme, as at present estimated, is to cost 125,000,000 
florins, and it is understood that as Dutch manufacturers 
are not in a position to tender for all the plant required, a 


A NATIONAL SCHEME. 


fair proportion of this will be placed abroad. Already orders 
amounting to over £1,000,000 have been secured in this 
country. mE | | f 
There are several companies in Holland supplying electrical 
power, &c., in various localities. Their activities, under the 
new scheme, will be allied to those of the State—the former 
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being charged with the 10,000-volt, and the latter undertaking 
the 50,000-volt distribution. Such a scheme will necessitate 
the surmounting of many difficulties in such a country as 
Holland, which lacks any assistance from water power. 

The following table illustrates the very considerable in- 
crease that has taken place in the consumption of electrical 
power, &c., in Holland since 1913 :— 
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Max. load on Total consumption 


station. per annum. 
KW. KWH. 
1913 T 25 A 45,600 114,000,000 
1911 .. m .. 53,600... 134,000,000 
1915 . s 39 .. (69,000  .. 173,000,000 
Д6 к ve TA 58,400 ve 221,000,000 
1917 bes T T 90,000 i 216,000,000 
1918 wu www ДОЛОО 240,000,000 


To meet present requirements the e Committee 
reporting on the question under the present scheme is of 
opinion that it is necessary to arrange for a total load on the 
electrical power stations of 4,000,000 KW., giving a total 
capacity of 1,000,000,000 Kw. -hours per annum, Such a supply 
will mean, with an anticipated population of 10,000,000 in- 
habitants in the next 30 years, a consumption of 100 Kw.-hours 


2. The recently-built power station of the municipality of 
Amsterdam. 


It is also recommended that the construction of H.T. lines 


should commence immediately as under:— 


1. Roosendaal-Flushing or Middelburg. 

9. Helmond or Uden—South Limburg. 

3. Geertruidenberg-Rotterdam-The Hague- Amsterdam, with 
a branch line to Utrecht. 

4. Uden-Nymegen-Arnhem-Z wolle. 

Р The cost of the above is estimated at a5. 000,000 to 40,000,000 
orins. 

As far as is known at present, a special Administration is to 
be created for this service. Several alternatives have been 
under consideration, particularly a proposal under which the 
State would hold a large block of shares:in a company re- 


Fig. 5.—50,000-VoLT 
Su B-STATION, 


per head per annum, as against 35 to 40 at present. "This will 
compare with a present approximate consumption in the 
United States of America of 176 Kw.-hours per head, 140 for 
Switzerland, 60 for England. 50 for Germany. The estimate 
does not take into account the electrification of railways and 
the replacing of all steam traction by electric traction, for 
which. it is provisionally estimated that 250,000 kw. will be 
necessary, although not more than one-third of this amount 
will be required for the next 15 wears. 

The construction of the transmission lines for the whole 
country may take from 5 to 10 years. For the H.T. network 
three-phase current, 50 cycles, is to be adopted, the minimum 
voltage being 50,000. The capacity recommended for the 
power stations supplying the system is approximately 30,000- 
75,000 xw. Each. station will be equipped with. generators 
developing 15,000 Kw. As the first step in the scheme, certain 
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Fig, 8.—Pnoroskrp ИТ. NETWORK IN TIOLLAND. 


legislation is necessary to empower the Government to take 
over those electrical supply undertakings which are neces- 
Ы for incorporation in the scheme. These are :— 

The power station at Geertruidenberg, with the 50.000- 
sili lines in the. Province of North. Brabant belonging to that 
power station. 


FIG. 6.—50,000-VoLT LINE FIG. 7.—LIMBURG STATE COAL 
CROSSING RAILWAY, 


MINE. 


gistered for the purpose. Preference has been given to a 
State enterprise under which the supply of electricity is to 
be a direct Governmental service endowed with a large 
measure of freedom. Working agreements will be made as 
to the supply of electricity and the sharing of profits with 
municipal and other companies administering the scheme. 

A committee, formed by the Society of Directors of Elec- 
tricity Supply Undertakings in Holland, has béen investigat- 
ing this proposal for some time past, and is to publish a 
report in eleven parts, four of which have been issued up to 
the time of writing. The first deals with the question of 
determining the positions of the н.т. transformer stations. 
The committee has calculated that for loads of 7 to 20 RW. 
per sq. km., the feeding of the 10,000-volt cables with 50,000 
as well as with 100,000 volts will be secured in the inost 
economical way if tlie transformer stations are 2U to 30 km. 
apart. 

In the second, the feeding of the -high-tension trans 
fo ner stations (determining the “area of Wires; ^&c.) 18 
reported on. The average distance of the feeding points of 
the 10,000-volt distribution cables having been fixed, there 
remains the question of voltage and the cross-section of the 
H.T. lines, which have to feed the 50 transformer stations. 
The calculations are based upon the supposition that the 
transformer stations are situated at regular distances of 3 
km., and that they аге all equally loaded. The results of 
these calculations are shown in graphs, added to the report. 

These graphs also show that for large but sparsely popu- 
lated districts a very high voltage is most economical, whereas 
for heavily- loaded industrial centres a lower Voltage is to be 
preferred. It is furthermore evident from this report that 
the concentration of the generation of electricity has its 
limits, and jt will be preferable, above a certain amount of 
power (e.g., 30,000 to 50,000 KW.) to erect more power stations 
instead of making a heavier н.т, distribution system. 

So the second part of the report gives an idea not only of 
the voltages and cross-sections of wire, but to. a certain extent 
also of the number of power stations wanted. The third report 
deals with the scheine froin the point of view of national 
defence. 

In the last, the transmission of electrical energy from the 
mining district is outlined. It is stated that in addition to 
feeding the transformer stations the н.т. lines should also be 
capable of performing other functions. They should, for 
example, be able to transinit electricity from places where, 
for some reason or other, the costs of generating electricity 
are very low. The question of feeding a part of-the network 
from the South Limburg mining district is then specifically 
examined. 

For the accompanying views. of electrical installations 
Holland we are indebted to Mr. C. H. Wordingham; they 
were taken during the I.E. E. tour in Holland in September 
last, of which an aeeount was given in our issue of October 
24th, 1919. 


Strike at Sheffield.—Through a strike of the National 
Amalgamated Union of Enrinemen and Firemen against the three- 
shift system. a number of big works in Sheffield were closed down 
almost completely on Monday. Messrs Hadfields and other works 
together had 20,000 employés thrown idle. 
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ALL-BRITISH SWITCHGEAR. 


Messrs. A. REYkROLLE & Co., I/D., HEBBURN-ON-TYNE. 


THE now well-known business of Mesars, Reyrolle was opened 
in 1901 with the manufacture of ordinary designs of open- 
type switchgear and accessories, including motor starters, 
knife switches, tubular fuses, wall plugs, &c. At that time 
it supplied a much-felt want for electrical apparatus of a 
more substantial design and sounder workmanship than was 
usually procurable, and as the late Mr. Reyrolle had in his 
earlier works in London already established a reputation for 
these qualities, the business was soon thriving. | 

Two or three years later, other experts were added to the 
staff, and attention was given to the production of special 
forms of switchgear and protective systenis which were found 
to be necessary as more experience was gained on larger 
power supply systems and the uses of higher electrical pres- 
sures. Certain novel principles of design were introduced, 
including the complete enclosure and immersion of all con- 
duetors, for safety to life and plant. New methods of locat- 
ing and isolating faults were developed and successfully ap- 
plied to the power station and sub-station equipment of the 
enterprising local power companies, which were thus assisted 
in maintaining continuity of supply to their consumers. 

For many. years these local users absorbed practically the 
whole of the output of this special design from this company’s 
works, and in the meantime much valuable information was 
obtained. of working conditions, progress was made, and 
designs were strengthened as required to withstand the 
increased: stresses which were met with as the generating 
plant of the power companies grew in dimensions. Thus a 
very sound foundation of experience was quietly laid, prior 
to putting the new principles to the test of the market outside 


this district. This was first successfully attempted on a scale 


station apparatus to Capetown Corporation. Other work 
includes sub-station switchgear for railway electrification in 
South America; power and sub-station switchgear for the 
Corporations of Shanghai and Madras; and track feed and 
signal pillars and 90,000-volt sub-station switchgear for the 
Melbourne railways. As an example of the influence of thia 
British practice on the Continent, much. interest is evinced 
in Holland, whose engineers for the Government interlinking 
scheme (described elsewhere in this issue) have visited this 
country and have ordered armour-clad switchgear. 

Messrs. Reyrolle & Co. have taken full advantage of their 
opportunities in all but quantity and speed of production; this 
exception is due only, to want of material, room. and plant. 
As to material, improvements have been made in the organisa- 
tion to ensure supplies as and when required by the shops: 
the handicap of limited room and plant has created the need 
for increased capital. New shops have recently been opened, 
of which we give a view. and with more adequate facilities 
for production, a more fruitful effort to supply the increasing 
demands will become possible. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after Б P. M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the followina week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Composition v. Porcelain Insulators. 


There has recently come into my hands s brochure, pub- 
lished by Thos. de La Rue, upon a composition insulator 


Messrs. A. REYROLLE & Co.'s New Buors. 


large enough to be of importance, in reply to a call for 
tenders issued by the Stepney Corporation. Notwithstanding 
the substantial nature of the Reyrolle apparatus, it was found 
possible to offer it in the open market at a competitive price. 

Since that time à demand has consistently grown from the 
largest power supply undertakings in this country, including 
the Corporations of Shettield and Glasgow. The designs have 
become firmly established in British practice, and one fre- 
quently hears that whatever may be thought of the general 
electrical engineering developments of foreign coufftries, at 
least the switchgear standards set by this company without 
doubt testify to the superiority of British origin. 

The orders at present in hand include the largest and most 
important contracts ever placed for switchgear for use in 
Great Britain. For instance. one ig for the main 20,000-volt 
controlling apparatus at Dalmarnock power station, one of 
the first super-power stations of this new electrical era. 
Another is for similar apparatus for Nechells, the future 
great generating station of the Birmingham Corporation. 
The fact that both these important contracts were placed 
at higher prices than those of competitors bears witness to 
the merits of the designs and the quality of the workman- 
ship. but these of themselves might not be sufficient to 
satisfy a large public body if they were not also backed up 
by economies effected in other ways, such as reduced costs 
of building accommodation, every-day operation, and general 
maintenance. . | 

The restricted size of the works, and the difficulties of 
manufacture, have, to a great extent, limited the scope of 
the supplies to the home market, and even there many new 
fields are untapped, but some time and material has been 
reserved to keep in touch with the fringe of the Colonial and 
foreign markets: for instance, switch panels for many years 
have been supplied to the Rand, South Africa, and to the 
Durban Corporation, and some important 10,000-volt sub- 


named ''Telenduron," in which this material is compared 
with porcelain, to the disparagement of the latter. 


It is granted, of course, that almost any composition ma- 


terial is less brittle than porcelain, though good English porce- 
lain is much tougher and more resistant to breakage than 
many people imagine, more especially when the porcelain 18 
fairly thick, as used in transmission work. 

In this brochure, however, porcelain is condemned as de- 
pending upon its glaze for its insulation, and it is etated that 
upon the failure of the glaze by hair cracks the. porcelain 
absorbs moisture (sic). This may be true of rubbish, mostly 
foreign, styled porcelain, but it is surprising that it should 
still he necessarv to inform some people that proper English 
porcelain as made by reputable firms for the purposes men- 
tioned (all of which porcelain is made by the wet process) 
does not depend upon the glaze for insulation, the porcelain 
being vitreous and homogeneous, and the glaze being added 
merely for finish and possibly colour. . 

'"Telenduron " is set up as being non-hygroscopic and of 
marked superiority to porcelain, hut this is not corroborated 
bv the tests which thev publish. made by the National 
Physical Laboratory, as shown in the following comparison :== 


Tests on Post Office 


small insulator. Telenduron. Porcelain. | 
Flash-over voltage, dry.... 40 K.V. . 40 K. v. 
Puncture voltage... T 25 K. v.“ Immeasurably small. 


Absorption... ... — '] to 37% Certainly below 017 


lesser liability to breakage is obtained, therefore, at the ex- | 


X 
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pense of its electrical characteristics. "l his, no doubt, is justi- 
fied in many cases, but I note that in their covering letter 
they make reference to the use of this material for high- 
voltage transmission work; in this connection, electrical con- 
siderations are the primary considerations, and all others are 
secondary. 

Then there is the question of durability, having regard to 
the deleterious atmospheric conditions which obtain in some 
manufacturing districts in which insulators have to work. No 
tests are given here, but in this respect a composite material 
(which often incorporates vegetable and animal substances) 
can scarcely be expected to compare with porcelain, which is 
made froin rocks of the earth itself. 


Twiss Engineering & Transmission, Ltd. 


G. W. V. Twiss, M.I.E.E., 
Managing Dircctor. 
London, E.C., May 26th, 1920. 


Mutual Discussion. 


My attention has been drawn to the enclosed report pub- 
lished in your last issue with regard to the National Alliance 
of Employers and Emploved. In the section which I have 
underlined you will note it is stated: The National Alliance 
justly claims to be the only organisation which can provide 
the machinery for a round-table conference of employers and 
employed.“ N 

I feel sure this has been inserted in error, and should 
therefore be greatly obliged if you would point out in your 
next issue that the Industrial League and Council, which is 
engaged in this work. has been in existence since 1915, and 


is an organisation well known to the public, its presidents ` 


being the Rt. Hon. G. H. Roberts, M.P. (ex-Minister of 
Food), and the Rt. Hon. J. H. Whitley. M.P. (Deputy Speaker 
of the House of Commons). The primary work on which the 
Industrial League is engaged is to encourage the establishing 
of Whitley Councils, which are the effective channels of round- 
table conferences of employers and employed. 


John Ames, 
General Secretary, 


London, S. W. 1. Industrial League and Council. 


May 29th, 1920. 


[Why does our correspondent misquote us? The word 
“justly ° does not appear in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW ( Mu- 
tual Discussion, May Alst. p. 653). The Alliance is entitled 
to make any claim that it likes. We do not feel called upon 
to decide which is the more suitable organisation for the 
purpose indicated; it was for that reason that we omitted 
the word ''justly.'" АП Alliances, Councils, or Leagues that 
are working to encourage more harmonious relations between 
employers and employed have our support and cordial good 
wishes. But why this jarring note of rivalry, evoking the 
rejoinder '' Physician Heal Thyself "? Competition in good 
works is good; co-operation is better; complete union might 
be best—we do not know.—Eps. Etec. REv.] 


. The Policy of the E.P.E.A. 


My attention has been drawn to the letter signed by our Mr. 
W. E. Weston, and I would like to point out that in the 
opinion of myself and my committee this letter is very ill- 
advised, and is only the personal opinion of our Mr. W. E. 
Weston, and in no way represents the policy of my committee. 

W. J. Webb, 
London District Secretary, 
Electrical Trades Union. 


London, E.C., June Ist, 1920. 


** Situations Vacant.“ 


The above heading I have no doubt will be very familiar 
to most readers of your journal, for it has as long as I re- 
member been famous as the heading of a column eagerly 
watched and criticised by those in the electrical industry. 
The criticism 18, of course, of a varied nature, and I have 
known readers who have been highly annoved and somewhat 
amused at the scandalously low salaries offered by employers 
(usually represented by a box number). There have been 
many letters in your “ Correspondence’ column pointing 
out the unfairness to the emplové of the Box No. system. 
and while this is not the point T am getting at, T should like 
to point out that the emplove is as necessary to the State 
as the employer; each depends upon the other. Therefore 
it should not be made so. diffienlt for the employé to get 
comfortably through this life as compared with the emplover 
(generally speaking). For instance, an emplové wishes to 
better himself, or even to change his job; he answers an 
advertisement, but has to send his history to a Box No. 


He is expected to do this, and is not allowed to know to 
whom he has written, and jn some cases, if he only knew 
it, he has applied to his present employer. Then again, 
alter taking this trouble, he frequently hears nothing, and 
sinply wonders where his application landed. I consider 
that no just mind can consider this matter thoroughly without 
coming to one conclusion. I will come to шу point and 
suggestion. This point I do not think has been quite so much 
considered. In soine cases an applicant will receive an ack- 
nowledgment and an interview; he leaves the employer's 
office after being treated very nicely, and often given many 
details of the new duties connected with the post, with a 
promise that he wil in due course hear the result of the 
interview, and he feels confident that he has given satisíac- 
tion, and will get the post. He, however, waits and waits, 
and hears nothing, the employer not keeping his promi». 
The applicant is not to know one way or the other. I cer. 
tainly think an applicant should be informed whether euc- 
cessful or not; I suppose I dare not suggest that he should 
be given & reason why not successful, although the fact that 
the employé is never given any satisfaction 18 responsible for 
à very serious suspicion which exists to-day amongst the 
employed that their present employers do not give satisfac- 
tory references, or adopt some ineans to prevent men from 
leaving their present jobs. If there are no grounds for this 
suspicion, why cannot some action be taken to remove it? 
There is no doubt that the suspicion exists. Again, in certain 
cases employers, after receiving applications, select certain 
ones and send an ofticial form of application, with details 
of the vacant post. The employé, to suit the employer, makes 
a fresh application with further information, and returns 
it, to hear nothing further one way or the other. I consider 
these tactics totally wrong and unbusinesslike, and my sug- 
vestion is as follows: That these matters should be brought 
before the Joint Industrial Councils with a view to an agree- 
ment being сопе to, that all applications sent to Box Nos. 
should be acknowledged by the firm concerned, апа the 
applicant informed whether successful or not, within a reason- 
able time. I believe very much in the D.J.I.C. idea, and 
if such matters as these were properly dealt with it would 
certainly promote the purpose of Industrial Councils, and in 
this particular case would soon do away with the Box No. 
principle. In conclusion, I give two extracts from the 
Whitley scheme :— | 

1. To make and consider suggestions for securing a per- 
manent improvement in the relations between employers and 
workmen. 

2. To recommend means for securing that industrial con- 
ditions affecting the relations between employers and work- 
men shall be systematically reviewed by those concerned, 
with a view to improving conditions in the future. 


[We refer to this matter in our leading coluinns.—Ebs. 
ELEC. Rev.] 


The Efficiency of Domestic Electric Heating. 


I was extremely pleased to see Mr. G. W. Stubbings's 
article under the above heading, because, far more important 
than that а truer aspect of the question should have beeu 
set forth than that placed before the public by the gas con- 
panies, is the understanding of the subject by all those who 
deal in the apparatus, and this can only be obtained by 
thorough discussion and an earnest attempt on the part ot 
your readers to understand the meaning of the figures, and 
not just to skim them over and take them for granted. 

I am sure that Mr. Stubbings will forgive me if I say that 
although he refers to a series of articles, he practically only 
deals with one (the first); for the second article corrected 
the efficiency of the gas oven from 13.6 per cent. to 7.4 per 
cent., while the third pointed out that the taking of 4 cwt. 
of coke as the net amount of coke available for sale after 
treating 1 ton of coal was due to the gas companies’ error, 
and should be 8 cwt. | 

If Mr. Stubbings had devoted the same earnest attention 
to the second article that he did to the first he would have 
seen that this is a inuch fairer method of comparing the 
two systems, as it allows for gas and electricity for lighting 
purposes, and, of course, the use of percentages in this con- 
nection is impossible, as there is no standard from which 
to calculate the efficiency of either system. 

If articles two and three are considered together it will be 
apparent that electricity produced at an efficiency of A) per 
cent. will do, with coal of a thermal value of 16.4, what gas 
requires coal of a thermal value of 34.8 to do, and this figure 
allows the total potential value of the coke and tar to be 
deducted. The actual value of the coal used by the ga` 
companies would be 58.24, and the gross value of the coke 
and tar products 22.624. 

When Т stated that I had a doubt of the possibility of the 
whole of the coke being utilised, I thought T made it clear 
that l was not questioning the 60 per cent, efficiency whether 
the coke was used for domestic or industrial heating. The 
point is that industry at present absorbs practically all the 
coke it can, while if gas engines are to be substituted for 
electric motors and gas lighting for clectric lighting a cor- 
respondingly larger make of gas wil be made with its con- 
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sequent increased supply of coke, and it is this quantity 
of whose use I was dubious. If in addition the report of 
тогі Haldane's Committee and Sir Dugald Clerk's ‘ James 
Forrest lecture are studied side by side the matter stands 
out even more clearly. Lord Haldane’s Committee contem- 
plated the substitution of electricity for the stationary en- 
gines of this country, and arrived at certain figures for the 
amount of electricity required and the amount of coal neces- 
sary to give that amount. Sir Dugald Clerk takes the figure 
for the H. p. required, and says that a certain amount of gas 
would do the work. which could be. produced from a certain 
amount of coal. Ignoring the fact that his figure for the effi- 
ciency of production is both wrong and misleading, it will be 
en that the substitution of gus engines for stationary steam 


engines will immediately do away with the largest market 
for coke; so the comparison should really be made between 
16.4 for electricity and 58.24 for gas. 

In conclusion, I must say that the reason the 20 per cent. 
efficiency of production for electricity was taken was that 
both the B.C.G.A.'s advertisements and Sir Dugald Clerk's 
lectures selected this fizure, and endeavoured to show that 
even then gas was more etficient, probably with the idea at 
the back of their minds tbat if gas is better than electricity 
when it can be produced at a 90 per cent. efficiency, how 
much more so must it be at the present time? 


London. S.E. B. S. Klemens. 
May 31st, 1920. 


——————— HÓÀ 


BUSINESS NOTES. 


Dr. Arnold's New Steel. — According to the Times, Dr. 
J. O. Arnold, who was formerly Professor of Metallurgy in the 
Univerity of Sheffield, has sold his production rights in the new 
high-speed steel invented by him to Mr. J. D. Moffat, one of the 
directors of Sir Thomas Salter Pyne & Co., and the new steel is to 
be made in Sheffield. 


A T.E.T. Dinmer.—On Thursday last week the first 
annual dinner of the Twiss ENGINEERING AND ELECTRIC TRANS- 
MISSION, LTD., was held at the Criterion. The chairman. Mr. 
Oscar Andersen, presided, and was supported by Mr. G. V. Twiss, 
managing director, Mr. S. G. Leech. Mr. Rex Andersen, and other 
members of the firm. Proposing The Company,’ Mr. J. Davie 
congratulated the directors on having laid a sound foundation for 
their business, and referred to the unfair incidence of the excess 
profits duty as between old firms and new ones. In responding. 
Mr. Twiss agreed that legislation which tended to retard the 
progress of young concerns was contrary to the interests of the 
country asa whole. Overs year ago he saw that the necessity of 
cheap power, involving the centralisation of generating plant. 
would lead to the erection of cross-country overhead mains, and 
the company, which would be known as the T. E. T., waa formed 
for that purpose; it was now carrying out the biggest scheme of 
the kind in this country, in the North Wales district, as well as 
many other transmiseion schemes both at home: and abroad, a very 
creditable result for one year's working, and that not a favourable 
year for industrial enterprise. They had started at the psycho- 
logical instant, and their prospects were so good that Messrs. J. B. 
Saunders & Co. and Mesers. Laing, Wharton & Co. had joined hands 
with them. They had laid the foundations. and were now ready, 
with a well-organised staff, to erect upon them a worthy super- 
structure ; they were doing work which would help to rehabilitate 
the country and improve social conditions Mr. H. P. Allison, 
works manager, proposed The Guests,” for whom Mr. C. 
O'Malley responded, describing Mr. Twiss as himself a live wire," 
who inspired those around him with his own enthusiasm for work. 
Proposing The Personnel,“ Mr. Twiss said the suocess of the 
company was largely due to the co-operation and esprit de corps of 
tbe personnel, from the chairman downwards. The company was 
employing its full share of ex-service men, and Mr. R. С. Andersen 
had gained the Military Cross. Their duty was not first to make 
profits but rather to render service to the country, and in return 
for such service to receive profits whereby they would be able 
to continue that service in an ever-increasing manner : the motto 
of the company would be ‘Service First." They intended to raise 
abroad the standing of this country in the transmission of power. 
After Mr. Davie, at the request of Mr. Twiss, had described the pro- 
found impression of British predominance which he had gained 
during hisrecent travels on the Continent, Mr. 8. G. Leech responded, 
«xpressing full confidence in the future of the company and in its 
founder —provided that the latter did not work himself to death. 
After the health of The Chairman had been duly honoured and 
ackoowledged, the very successful and enjoyable function came to 
a close at a late hour. 


Siemens Lamps and Supplies. —M Essns. SIEMENS Bros. 
AND Co., LTD., inform us that they are taking over the lamp and 
supplies department of Messrs. Siemens Bros. Dynamo Works, Ltd. 
Contemporaneously with this change, the company is making pro- 
vision for a largely increased output in metal filament lampe, and 
it is announced that henceforth these lamps will be sold by the 
company under the distinctive trade name of “ Xcel.” This trade 
name will apply to all types of metal filament lamps manufactured 
by the company, which include the following :—Standard vacuum 
lamm. half-watt lamps, automobile and battery lamps (vacuum and 
gas-filled), helical filament traction lamps. As from June Ist, 
1990, Messrs. Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., will conduct the business 
in lamps and supplies from the same addresses in London and the 
provinces as hitherto, where, in addition to fittings and lighting 
supplies, attention will be given to inquiries regarding the whole 
of the material manufactured by the company at its Woolwich 
Works, such as wires, cables, Stannos wires, telephone and telegraph 
apparatus, fluid and dry Icells, flashlight and torch batteries, &c. 
The company’s showrooms at 38-39, Upper Thames Street, London, 
E. C., have been redecorated and refitted, and all bund fide trade buyers 
are invited to call. Weare asked further to remind the trade 
that the advice of the Illuminating Engineering Department of the 
company is at the di of coatractors to assist them in the 
development of any lighting schemes which they may have in hand, 


Power Station Firemen.—Firemen employed in the 
Liverpool, Birkenhead and Wallasey power stations, are claiming 
advances through their Trade Union, the National Amalgamated 
Union of Enginemen and Firemen. Strike notices had been issued 
to the Birkenhead Corporation, bat have been suspended, on a 
meeting being promised. 


The Development of Derby.—The Derby Borough 
Development Committee, having come to the conclusion that there 
is nothing so effective as publicity, is arranging with Mr. E. J. 
Burrows, of Cheltenham, for the issue of a handbook adver- 
tising the town at а cost not exceeding £50. The Committee is. 
also contributing £5 towards the cost of an advertisement of Derby 
and its electricity undertaking in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


Round and Round.—We r produce herewith a very 
telling cartoon issued by the London Underground Electric Rail- 
ways illustrating the dangerous and frantic chase that is taking 
place round and round the vicious circle. The educational effect 
of such posters upon the public mind should be considerable ; the 
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principal object, of course, is to show the railway and tramway 
passenger how handicapped are the authorities by the chain and 
deadweight of maximum powers ` restricting fares and preventing 
them from catching up either costs, wages, or prices. 
The following verses accompany the picture :— 
RouxbDb ANp ROUND THE UNDERGROUND TREE. 

Here we go round the Underground Round and round we race, in case 

ree, Someone behind should force the 
I chase you and you chase me, ace ! 


Round and round—and во you see, Oh, what an endless, senseless chase! 
Nobody gets any further. Oh, what a helter-skelter ! 


Round and round and round we tear, Round and round and roundabout, 
Cost and Price and Wage and Fare, Startin ain where we first set out; 
With never a chance of “getting One o ese days we'll stop. по 


t doubt, 
And other folks all ory ‘‘ Murther!“ Under the Tree for ioca) 
‚Н 


Social.— The termination of a popular series of social 
evenings held by Pope's Social Club throughout the winter was 
marked by a successful Whist Drive and Fancy Dress Ball held on 
May 19th, at which Mr. Stanley Carman, works manager, Pope's 
Electric Lamp Co., Ltd., was present. There were many striking 
costumes to be seen among those worn by the 600 members and 
friends who attended, one of the prize winners being Miss Nunny, 
who represented an up-to-date Pope" electric lamp. At the 
close of the proceedings MY. E. A. Marx (sales manager) distributed 
the prizes. 
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London Coal Prices.— In a written reply to Captain 
Bowyer. Mr. Bridgeman states that the present maximum retail 
price of best Derby coal in Central London is 57s. 2d. per ton, as 
compared with 27s. per ton in 1913. He gives the following 
analysis of these prices :— 


1913, 1920, 

a. d. 8. d. 

Pit price... T vis s T K 13 0 33 5 
Railway rate vis vui i Sea — 6 4 8 2 
Wagon hire ... © sis бәя бад ws l 0 1 6 
Factorage  ... vi nee ёр vies — 0 4 
. Distribution charges — i 
Wages, loaders, aud carmen T .. 110 1 9 
Other cartage charges, including sacks . es. © SJ 3 7 
Loss on smalls © о 4 0 7 
Eatablishment charges, including siding rent 2 52 3 4 
parue and interest .. "m - — 0 3 
Profit.. p i fas 885 ane e. 0 103 1 3 
27 0 57 2 


—The Times, 


A Swedish Company.—The directors of the A. B. Luth 
and Rosen, of Stockholm, reporting on the year 1919, state that a 
considerable set-back took place in the electrical industry as com. 
pared with the favourable situation which prevailed in 1918. The 
reaction specially affected the company, as large stocks of raw 
materials were purchased on account of the great influx of orders 
in 1918. In the accounts for 1918 these stocks were entered at the 
prices of purchase, which also corresponded with the market prices 
which existed at the beginning of 1919. The great and rapid fall 
in prices during 1919, however, rendered it necessary for the stocks 
to be written down considerably. A circumstance which con- 
tributed towards this losa was that the company, as in the case of 
other Swedish electrical firms, could not help participating in the 
purchases of copper made through the Government's Industrial 
Commission. The sudden legislation concerning the prohibition of 
iron-zinc conductors for electrical purposes also brought about a 
loss of 500,000 kr. Moreover, the losses were contributed towards 
partly by export difficulties and partly by the decline in the home 
demand in the latter half of the year; the removal of mechanical 
manufactures to the Eskilstunas branch, so as to provide greater 
space for electrical production at the head works in Stockholm, aiso 
affected the resulta, as also did the lack of success with the heating 
element according to the Cardellska patents, and with a new type 
of motor-plough. In addition, the manufacture of electrical 
machinery at Stockholm proceeded with less favourable results. 
owing to labour conditions and the difficulties in the question of 
materials. The prospects at present (May), however, seemed to be 
brighter. All the shops were well supplied with orders, prices 
were steadily advancing, and the deliveries of materiais were more 
certain, so that it was no longer necessary to keep large stocks. 
During the year the company were successful in forming some new 
export connections, and the directors hoped that this part of the 
business would be carried on satisfactorily. especially if exchange 
conditions became regular, The accounts show a loss of 5,390,000 kr. 
for 1919, as compared with net profits of 2,960,060 kr. in the 
previous year, on a share capital of 16.650,000 kr. It is now 
proposed to reconstruct the company by the formation of a new 
company, under which the loss will be written off, and one new 
share be offered for two old shares, and cumulative preference 
shares for 1,000,000 kr. are to be issued, 


Dissolutions and Liquidations.—Britisu ELECTRICAL 
ACCESSORIES, LTD., Fawcett Row, Bradford. List of creditors in 
this voluntary liquidation: — 


Albion Electric Stores .. .. £234 Bankers us . £2,215 
Accumulators, Ltd. Р А 19 Lund, Miss 355 
Benjamin Electric, Ltd. .. 109 Lund, Percy, P. " Lund, ` Hum- 
Brearley, H. 37 phries esd . R 
British W estinghouse Elec. Co. 83 Liverpool Electric Cable Co. is 30 
Baxendale & Co., Ltd.. 54 Leach, 5. G., & Co., Ltd. ба 24 
Brocklehurst, W. H. 15 Pirelli, Ltd. . d "X ive 63 
British Insu. & Helsby Cables 11 Paterson & Service m is 12 
Crowther & Osborn, Ltd. e Ht Rushworth, J. W.. © .. 52% 
Cable Accessories Co., Ltd. .. 127 Rhodes, J. S. 296 
Cambridge & Paul Inst. Co., Ltd. 52 „ у, E ng. Co., Ltd. 34 
Crompton & Co., Ltd. А 26 Reyrolle, A., & Co. 21 
Connolly Bros., Ltd. 37 Stephenson, H. & J. ee . 165 
Driver, Drennan & Cooper, Ltd. 1,178 Sanders, W., & Co. 107 
Battery D. P. Co., Ltd... 156 Sterling T cl. and Electric Co.. 13 
English Electric "Supplies, Ltd. 13 Star Electrical Co. >: "T 69 
Falk, Stadelmann & Co. .. 228 Sperryn & Co. v vu sa 36 
Forward Electric Co., Ltd. 39 Sun Electrical Co, T sa 14 
Gillespie, R. P.. - 33 Taylor, F. W. fs a .. 45d 
Hodgson, Mrs. .. 113 Tividale Enamel Co.  .. T" 28 
Hurst Electrical Plant, Ltd. .. 75 Tavlor, W., & Co... cs РА 16 
Judge, W. A. .. 150 Underwood, Ltd... i .. 105 
Jarrett, Pyrah & Armitage Mix 58 Wilson, W. D. oe s . . 1,048 


SIGNAL ELECTRIC Co., LTD., Norfolk House, Laurence Pountney 
Hill, Cannon Street, London. E.C.—A meeting of the creditora of 
the above was held recently at the Cannon Street IIotel, when it 
was reported that the shareholders had passed the usual resolution 
in favour of voluntary liquidation, and had appointed Mr. G. L. 
Wynn to act as liquidator. A statement was presented showing 
the position as at May 5th last, and this disclosed unsecured 
liabilities of £3,162, The indebtedness tu the trade was £2,380, 
while the directors were shown as creditors for fees amounting to 
£637, and the balance of £134 was due in respect of interest on the 
preference shares, The assets were estimated to realise £3,437, 
and as regarded the unsecured creditors a surplus was shown. The 
assets consisted of cash in hand, £4 188. 8d.; deposits, £10: 
furniture, £32; plant at Walthamstow, £14 138. patents, trade 
marks, and secret processes, 4 2,388; preliminary expenses, £200 ; 


John, whe transferred the patents, &c., to the company. 


and stock at factory, at cost, £1,262. The issued share capital of 
the company was £5,160, and as regarded the contributories there 
was a deficiency of £4,375. The company was registered: on 
May 31st, 1919, with a nominal capital of £12,500, divided into 
10.000 preference shares of £1 each, bearing interest at the rate of 
7 per cent. per annum, and 5,000 ordinary shares of 10s. each. The 
company had issued 3,402 preference shares for cash, but there 
were unpaid calls of £125, leaving the net amount received by the 
company at the sum of £3,277. The company had also issued 
3,766 ordinary shares, and the total issued capital was, therefore, 
£5,160. The company had worked at a factory in Walthamstow, 
and there was some doubt whether the lease of the premises 
had been secured. The lease had about 14 years to run, at a rental 
of £470 per annum, and a portion of the premises was sublet at 
£300 yearly. The chief director of the company was мый М St. 
t was 


impossible to say what their present value was. A portion of the 


. stock had not been made up, and might have to be completed by 


the liquidator. It was also stated that there were contracta still 


. running, and it might be that the liabilities would be increased. 


The opinion was expressed that the creditors should be represented 
in the liquidation of the company, and it was decided that an 
application should be made to the Court for the appointment of 
Mr. E. H. Hawkins, of Messrs. Poppleton, Appleby & Hawkins, 
4, Charterhouse Square, E.C., as liquidator of the company, while a 
committee of three of the principal creditors was also nominated. 
The following are creditors :— 


Fish & Ludlow, Ltd. is .. £601 British Insulated and ан 
Dangertield, W. & J. .. 395 Cables, Ltd. Ў £68 
Abbey Industries, Ltd. 918 Brownrigg, H. K. .. iu e. 45 
Cartland, James, & Sons, Ltd. 168 Gilson, D., & Oo. S0 00 
Phillips, "Ephraim m .. .163 Baker, W. E. T e U 
Drycells, Ltd. " i . 113 Norman, L... .. vs .. 22 
Lovelace, R. E. H. 112 Druitt, H. Pan .. 4l 
Walthamstow Urban District Bailey, 8. A... vs e . 2 
Council (rates) .. Flint, C.D. . Ps 17 
Concordia Elec. Wire Co., Ltd. 81 Lea Bridge das Co. H 
Matthey, Johnson, & Co., Ltd. 19 St. John, С. “a 12 


LITTLE WCNDER BATTERY Co., Lro.—Winding up voluntarily. 
Liquidator, Mr. R. G. Pye, 26, Budge Row, E.C. Meeting of 
creditors, June 8th. 

SIEBE, GoRMAN & Co., LTp.—Particulars of claims must be sent 
to the liquidator, Mr. R. B. Petre, 11, Ironmonger Lane, E. C., by 
June 30th. 

ROTASPHERE Co., LTD.—Claims must be sent to the liquidator, 
Mr. A. S. Jopp, 82, Belvedere Road, S. E., by June 22nd. 

ERNEST KING & Co., electricians, engineera and contractors, 97, 
Bridge Street, Walsall. "Messrs. S. Birch, P. H. Tomkins and E. 
King have dissolved partnership. Messrs. S. Birch and P. H. 
Tomkins will attend to debts. 

JENNER, CHITHAM & Co., electrical engineers, 11, Red Lion 
Square, W.C.°1.—Mr. H. Jenner and Mr. R. M. Chitham have dissolved 
partnership. Debts will be attended to by Mr. H. Jenner, who 
will continue the business at the same address under the style of 
H. Jenner & Co. 


British Trade-Mark Apelications.—Appended i is a sum- 
mary of the recent applications for British trade-marks in respect 
of goods associated with the electrical trades and industries :— 

Sollac. No. 400.442. Class 1. Electrolytes, being chemical 
substances, — Haslam & Stretton, Ltd., 11. Windsor Place, Cardiff. 
February 5th, 1920. 

Quixpark, the Best of Fellows (lettering combined with name 
and address of firm and design). No. 396,037. Class 6. Magnetoa. 
—Follows Magneto Co. Ltd, Park Royal, Willesden, N.W. 
October 23rd, 1919. | 

E. A. C. (monogram design). No. 401,343. Class 6. Electrical 
machinery.— Electrical Apparatus Co., Ltd., Vauxhall Works, South 
Lambeth Road, London, S. W., 8. March Ist, 1920. 

Elephant on Scooter (design). No. 394.361. Class 13. Electric 
cut-outs and terminals, electric switches, electric fittings, &c.— 
Leonard E. Hough, 216, High Street, Lewisham, 5 E. August 
19th, 1919. 


Konled. No. 400,513. Class 13. Electric light and cable 
fittings.—Faulkner & Co., 5, Market Street, Manchester. February 
7th, 1920. 

А E.G. (letters combined with design). No. 359.820. Class 13. 


Electrical goods of metal.—Allgemeine Elektricitäts Gesellschaft, 
2-4, Friedrich Karl Ufer, Berlin, N. W., 10 March 23rd, 1914. 
(The registration of this trade-mark has apparently been held up 
during the war, having only just been passed.) 

Rajah, No. 401,790. Class 15, also No. 401,791. Class 15. 
Fittings of glass and porcelain for use in electric lighting. &c.— 
Herbert & James Stevenson, Ltd., 16, Water Lane, Great Tower 
Street, London, E.C. March 12th, 1920. 

Boreas. No. 398,548. Class 18. Electric and pneumatic bells 
(as systems in buildings, &c.).—Lacy-Hulbert & Co., Ltd. 91, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W. December 18th, 1919. 


Electrical Exhibition in Holland.—The British Vice- 
Consul at Leeuwarden, Holland, reports that an exhibition of 
electrical products will be held by the municipality of that town 
from August 14th to September 15th, 1920. The Vice-Consul, who 
is chairman of the Executive Committee, suggests that United 
Kingdom firms should unite to make up a British Section for which 
it is possible to allocate a space in a favourable position. A trans- 
lation of the official regulations has been prepared. and is available 
to callers at the D.O.T. in London, in Room 48 (Mr, Cresswell). 


Catalogues Wanted.— The Electrical Engineering and 
Maintenance Co., 87, Main Street, Portrush, desire to receive 
catalogues and other publicity matter, 
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Lead.—In their report, dated May 29th, Mzssns.;G. 


Cawson & Co. say :— | 


The general consumptive trade still remains rather stagnant. Electrical 
works, however, continue busy, and are taking good quantities of lead, and 
appear Jikely to do so for some considerable time. This demand keeps the 
market firmer than it otherwise would be. 

Supplies continue to come in rather freely, so that there need be no alarm 
on the part of consumers as to any shortage. With general consumptive 
demand at about 50 per cent. below the pre-war normal, we cannot see how 
any shortage in supplies is likely to arise. 

The outlook points to a steady market, and should speculators again begin 


operations, as other metals appear to be reviving, some fresh advance in price 


is not unlikely. 


‘Messes. JAMES FORSTER & Co., reporting under the same date, 
say :— І 

The metal market continues under the depressing influence of outside 
markets and finance, supply and demand having very little to do with the 
course of values. Consumers generally have been buying with hesitation and 
only for near delivery, but towards the week-end there has been much more 
disposition shown to negotiate, and inquiries have been received from different 


parts of the country which have resulted in business at considerably above the 
market rates. 


The difficulty in obtaining suitable brands is again in evidence, but this has 
been relieved somewhat by the discharge of steamers this week from Australia, 
after lying in the docks in one case for over two months and in others for 
weeks. The shipments from Australia for April are advised at 2,300 tons, 


against arrivals here in April from this source of 5,750 tons, so that June will 
be a short month for Australian brands. 


Italian Compauy Notes.—There has been formed at 
Milan the Consorzio per l'Alienazione degli Impan e Materiali 
Elettrici e Telefonici Residuati della Guerra with a capital of 
5,000,000 lire, of which 1,570,000 lire are paid up, for the liquida- 
tion of war plant. 

With & capita] of 6,000,000 lire the Società Anonima Elettrica 
Ghise e Acciai has been established at Genoa for the output of 
eleetric current for the production and trade in malleable iron and 
special steel and other industrial purposes. 

The Società Anonima Elettricita Alta Italia, of "Turin, has 
decided to increase its capital from 30,000,000 to 48,000,000 lire, a 
portion being allotted to the Società S.L.P. for its Biellese distri- 
bution network. 

Other companies increasing their capitals аге :—The Società 
Idroelettrica Monviso, at Verzuolo, from 5,000,000 to 20,000,000 
lire ; the Società Italiana per l'Utilizzazione delle Forze Idrauliche 
delle Veneto, at Venezio, from 21,000,000 to 26,250,000 lire; the 
Società Elettrica Bresciana, at Brescia, from 36,000,000 lire to a 
sum unnamed; the Società Emiliana di Esceizizi Elettrici, of 
Parma, from 10,500,000 to 17,500,000 lire; the Società Materiali 
Elettro-Trazione, of Florence, from 1,000,000 to 2,430,000 lire ; the 
Società Elettrica Radio di Sperone, of Avellano, up to 1,000,000 
lire; the Società Iesina di Elettricità, of Iesi, from 800,000 to 
1,200,000 lire; the Società Imprese Elettriche, of Macerata, from 
1,200,000 to 1,500,000 lire; the Società Industrie Elettriche 
Calabresi, of Radicena, increases from 2,000,000 to 3, 000, 000 lire, and 
amalgamates with the Società Elettrica lonica, of Siderno ; and 
the Società Fabbrica Apparechi Riscaldamento Elettrico, of Milan, 
from 2,000,000 to 5,000,000 lire. 

The Officina di Energia Elettrica, of Novara, has reduced its 
capital from 2,000,000 to 800,000 lire by assigning to its share- 
holders 8,000 12-lire shares of the Società Padana di Elettricità for 
one of the Officina. 


Book Notices.—‘‘ The Problem of Dock Labour.“ Ву 
Arthur Shadwell, M. A., LL.D. Reprinted from Zhe T. тех. London: 
Longmans, Green & Co. Price 1s.—This is a most thoughtful 
and valuable pamphlet. Every student of the pressing social and 
industrial proplems ot these critical times should secure а сору and 
read it carefully. 

"Industrial Arts Index.” Vol. VIII, No. 4. April, 1920. 
(62 pp). New York: The H. W. Wilson Co.—A comprehensive 
index to articles which have recently appeared in engineering, trade 
and business periodicals, placed under subject-headings. 

"Welfare Work." Vol. I, No. 5. (16 pp.).— The May number 
of the Journal of the Welfare Workers' Institute contains articles 
by E. D. Newcomb, Foremen and Forewomen," and A. Rowland- 
Entwistle, " The Democratisation of Industry." 

“Armature Windiog and Motor Repair.” By D. H. Bradymer. 
Pp. xxi + 615; figs. 298. London: Hill Publishing Co., Ltd. 
Price 188. net. 

" Engineers Desk-Book and Diary." 1920. Leeds: Trades 
Publicity Co.—This handy publication contains a brief calendar, 
a diary giving ample space for notes and 96 pages of indexed in- 
formation of & comprehensive character, including trade statistics 
and legal notes, as well as a small railway map of the British 
Isles, | 

"Ozone. By E. K. Rideal. Pp. ix + 198; 24 figs. London: 
Constable & Co., Ltd. Price 128. | 

"Questions and Solutions in Telegraphy and Telephony." By 
H. Р. Few. London: S. Rentell & Co., Ltd. Price 5s, 6d.—This 
useful handbook is now in its fifth edition—the last was pub- 
lished in 1914. It has been brought up to date by the addition 
of the papers and solutions of the City and Guilds of London 
Institute in Grade 1 of Telegraphy and Telephony for the last five 
years. Although the papers given in the firat part of the volume 
по longer represent current practice, they are retained as illus- 
trative of the various steps of progress. d 

"Induction Coil Design." By M. A. Codd. Pp. viii + 238; 
figs. 165. London: E. х F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 21s. net. 

" Journal ої the Institution of Electrical Engineers.“ Vol. LVIII, 
No. 291. May, 1?20. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 
108. 6d.—The May issue contains the following papers :—'" Scientific 
Management: A Solution of the Capital and Labour Problem," by 
Capt. J. M. Scott-Max well ; `* Wireless Telephony on Aeroplanes,” by 
Major C. E. Prince ; and " The Protection of Alternating-Current 


Systems с the use of Special Conductors,” by Major: К. 
cumb3., ! | 

‘Science Abstracts (A and B). Vol. XXIII, Part 4. April 30th, 
1920. London: E. & F. N. Spon, Ltd. Price 2s. 6d. each. i 

“The Peat Resources of Ireland.” (25 pp.). A lecture given 
before the Royal Dublin Society on March 5th, 1919, by Prof. 
Pierce F. Purcell. London: Н.М. Stationery Office. Price 9d. 
net.—This is described in a prefatory note by the Director of 
Fuel. Research as "a clear and fair-minded exposition of the 
situation . Written by an expert with a wide and intimate 
knowledge of the subject." The first part of the lecture is devoted 
to a description of the various forma and characteristics of peat 
deposits, and then the elimination of water, which forms the greater 
part of bog peat, is dealt with. Figures of the present-day con- 
sumption are given, a8 well as an estimate of the quantities avail- 
able—a figure of 3,700 million tons of anhydrous peat. Tables 
comparing the peat and coal deposits of Ireland and the areas of the 
peat deposits of the world are included. The varioug methods of 
winning peat are described, and the production of power from this 
fuel is illustrated by an efficiency diagram. 

„The Motor Ship.“ Vol. I., No. 3. (30 pp.). London: Temple 
Press, Ltd. Price Is. — The June number of this well- produced and 
highly illustrated journal contains an interesting description of the 
10,000-ton motor-tank ship Narragansett, built by Messrs, Vickers. 
The largest American motor-ship is also described among other 
informative articles. 

„Vickers News.“ Vol. II, No. 17. June Ist. (20 pp.) London: 
Vickers, Ltd. — Presenting articles on Trans-Continental Flying," 
" Transformers in Collieries," A Simple Form of Refrigeration," 
&e., all well illustrated, 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—A. E. CHANNON, Н. S. NADIN, 
and C. G. CHANNON (trading as A. E. Channon & Co.), electrical 
engineera, 8, Orrisdale Terrace, Cheltenham, and 425, High Street, 
Cheltenham.—The public examination of these debtors was held on 
May 27th, at the Court House, Cheltenham, before Mr. Registrar 
Williams. In reply to the Official Receiver, the debtor, H. 8. 
Nadin, stated that he had acted as managing partner, and that the 
partnership commenced in January, 1919. He had had various 
occupations before commencing in partnership. They started 
business without any stock or capital. They had an offer of goods 
up to £250 on credit. The Official Receiver stated that the busi- 
ness had been carried on at a loss, owing to want of business 
knowledge, want of capital and negligence in book-keeping. 
Debtor admitted several losses on contracts which partly accounted 
for their deficiency. He also admitted that a statement prepared 
and sent to one of the creditors was misleading, though he 
suggested that he did not know it at the time. This creditor, who 


- had removed debtors’ goods just before the petition to the value of 


£200, had now written to the Official Receiver, that these goods 
were now held at the Official Receiver’s disposal. The debtor, 
А. E. Channon, generally agreed with the answers given by the 
previous partner. He declared that by a deed made in September, 
1918, he gave all his furniture to his wife, but the Official Receiver 
remarked that the wife had now withdrawn her claim. С, G. 
Channon was also examined as to the conduct of the business, Oa 
the application of the Official Receiver, the examination of the 
debtors was adjourned : meanwhile. Nadin was ordered to furnish a 
cash account of receipts and payments during the partnership. | 

W.IP. O’REILLY, manufacturing electrician, 397, Edgware Road, 
and Old Broad Street, E C.—Last day for proofs for dividend June 
18th. Mr. D. Williams, Official Receiver, trustee, Carey Street, W. C. 


Trade Anuouncements.— The offices of the PENINSULAR 
ENGINEERING Co., LTD., have been removed to Amberley House, 
Norfolk Street, Strand, W.C. 2. Telephone number unchanged. 
Telegrams Pensuleco Estrand London." . 

THE HACKBRIDGE CABLE Co., LTD., have now closed down their 
London offices, and all communications should be addressed to the 
company at Hackbridge, Surrey. i 

THE METROPOLITAN-VICKERS ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., have 
removed their London office from Norfolk Street to No. 2, Central 
Buildings, Westminster, London, S.W. 1. 

Mr. Farmer, electrical engineer, of Broadhurst, Skelmersdale 
Road, Clacton-on-Sea, has entered into partnership with Mr. С. R. 
Small & Wall Bros., and the firm will trade as THE CLACTON ELEC- 
TRICAL Co, 

THE Twiss ENGINEERING & ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION, LTD., 
announce that they have now conclulel arrangements whereby 
they acquire the Transmission Line Contracting Department of 
Messrs. J. B. Saundera & Co., Ltd., which will therefore become 
incorporated in the company's organisation, together with the 
services of Mr. S. G. Leech, M.I.E.E., as the director of contracts, 
with a staff of erecting engineers, linesmen, &c. . The Twiss Engi- 
neering X Electric Transmission, Ltd., are also expanding their 
works at Mildmay Park, and laying down new plant to facilitate 
the manufacture of transmission line material. The directors have 
also decided to simplify and shorten the name of the company by 
the deletion of the words "engineering and," and the necessary 
formalities having been completed, the name of the company will 
in future be: Twiss Electric Transmission, Ltd. The head office 
remains at 62/63. Queen Street, E.C. 4. The capital of the company 
has been increased in order to deal with the increasing volume of 
business. 

Мк, THOMAS J. DIGBY, electrical engineer and contractor, has 
removed his offices and stores to 12, Gerrard Street, London, W. I. 

The address of Mr. JAMES FERGUSON, electrical instrument 
maker and engineer, has been changed to Stepps Engineering 
Works. Stepps Road, Glasgow. | 

Messrs. DowNES & Davies, of Liverpool, have removed their 
Mancheater offices and stores to 25/27, Faulkner Street, City. 
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Catalogues and Lists.—M xssns. F. J. SHENTON & Co., 
LTD., of 68 and 69, Shoe Lane, London, E.C. 4, have sent us a couple 
of calendar novelties on behalf of Messrs. Flather & Co.. Ltd., 
dynamo and motor manufacturers, of Park Electrical Works, 
Leeds, for whom they are sole representativee. One takes the form 
of u glass paper-weight. with changing calendar affixed at base 
thereof. The other is а daily tear-off date pad for use on the wall ; 
it has bold red figuring. 

Messrs. WARD & CRIOHTON, 41, Chapel Walks, South Castle Street, 
Liverpool.—A booklet and two leaflets dealing with the Tompkins " 


Boiler Steam Dryer (Patent No. 113,701) and illustrated by: 


detailed drawings. The agent for Scotland is Mr. I. Ferguson, 
27, Oswald Btreet, Glasgow. 

THE Cox-CAvENDISH ELECTRICAL Co. LTD., Twyford Abbey 
Works, 84, Acton Lane, Harlesden, N.W.10.—" The X-Ray Exami- 
nation of Materials (20 pp.), а reprint from the American Machinist 
giving full details and illustrations of the apparatus required for 
this work. The paper is priced, and directions for treating films 
are given. 

THE OVERSEAS ENGINEERING Co., Lrp., 75, Curtain Road, 
E.C.—List 28, a folder illustrating and describing the Overseas 
electric lighting plant. Full details of working costs are given. 

THE J.L. ELECTRIO Co., 30, Church Street, Birmingham.— 
Particulars and samples of a universal cable clip, to secure cables 
from 1/044 single up to 7/20 twin, in C.T.&., lead-sheathed, or 
armoured types, which cun be supplied from stock. 

Messrs, MICKELWRIGHT, LTD., Alperton, Wembley, Middlesex.— 
Pamphlet illustrating and describing arc and sliding resistances, 
dimmers, shunt regulators. switchboards, &c. 

Messrs, Hiacs Bros., Dynamo Works, Sand Pits, Birmingham. 
— Monthly Magazine," Vol. 2, No. 4, June, 1920 (24 pp). The 
present issue contains the usual features, including a stock list of 
motors and dynamos, and Hints and Tips,” givipg notes on 
turning commutators. 

Messrs, Buck & HICKMAN, LTD., 2 and 4, Whitechapel Road, 
E. 1.—An eight-page booklet dealing with machine tools, ganges, 
Ko., and the Buckman” training centre where prospective 
purchasers may not only see the desired machines running, but 
may, in addition, have work of their own operated upon. 

THE STERLING TELEPHONE AND ELEorric Co., LrD., 210-12, 
Tottenham Court Road, W.—Publicatiou No. 279, being a revised 
price list to the eleventh edition catalogue. Catalogue number and 
prices only are given. 

AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC FURNACES, LTD., 281-283, Gray's 
Inn Road, W 1.—Heat Treatment Bulletin No. 22, " The Hardness 
of High-Speed Steel,” illustrated by two curves of hardness tests. 


Japanese Financial Crisis: Shipment of Goods.—The 
Bulletin of the F.B.I. this week contains the following notice :— 
"In view of the present financial crisis in Japan, members who 
are in doubt as to their position in connection with goods for ship- 
ment to that country are advised to communicate in the first 
instance with the Japan Section, Overseas Trade Organisation, 
F. B. I., 39, St. James's Street, S. W. 1. 


Auction Sale.—By direction of the Disposal Board, 
Ministry of Munitions, MESSRS. OLIVER APPLETON & KITCHEN 
will sell by auction, on June 15th and following days, at the C. D.. 
stores, Benbow, near Leeds, a quantity of electrical plant, fittings, 
engines, Lancashire boilers, machinery, and miscellaneous stores, 
хо. For particulars, see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Manchester Turbo-Generators.—At the annual meeting 
of shareholders of Messrs, RICHABDSONS, WESTGARTH & Co., LTD., 
held at Hartlepool on Monday, Mr. D. B. Morrison, who presided, 
said a notable contract in the "land" department of their engine 
works was a 25,000-Kw. electric generating set for Manchester, of 
which they supplied the turbine and condensing plant and Metro- 
politan-Vickers the generator. This set was the largest in 
operation in the United Kingdom, and although the technical 
requirements were very severe, they had been successfully met, and 
the plant continued to give highly satisfactory results. 


Derby Housing Scheme,—The Derby Town Council has 
received communications from the Derby Engineering Oo. with 
respect to the wages and conditions of labour of men employed in 
connection with the electrical work on the municipal housing 
scheme. It has decided to inform the electrical contractors 


that they must observe the fair wages clause or the contracts will 
be cancelled. 


Generating Plant for Sale.—Ipswich Corporation Elec- 
tric Supply Department has for disposal two 80-1.H. P. Reavell 
high-speed tandem compound engines, direct-coupled to two 24-K W., 
230/260-volt D.C. shunt-wound generators; also one 200-K w., 
160/520-volt Electrical Co.'s D.C. generator. For particulars see 
our advertisement pages to-day. 

Wigan Corporation Electricity Committee invites offers for one 
Willans high-speed compound engine (3 S. size), complete with 
Korting ejector condenser, direct coupled to 560-v. Dick, Kerr 
generator, kc. See our advertisement pages to-day. 


Light-Weight Motors.—Referring to a note under this 
heading which appeared in our issue of December. 13th, 1913, 
Messrs, NEWTON BROTHERS (DERBY), LTD., inform us that the 
machine in question was probably one of their dynamos, as illus- 
trated and described in their Aircraft Dynamo Electric Machinery 
Supplement.” This machine has an output of 500 watts at 12 to 
14 volts, and weighs only 12 lb. Many other types of extreme 


lightness have been developed by the company for aircraft, vehicle 
motors, &c, 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES, 


Athlone.—Evectricrty SuPPLY.—The total cost of the 
new electric lighting scheme, promoted by the Urban Council, is 
now stated to be £20,000, but an estimate for a second scheme 
amounts to £17,653. The gross financial result is estimated as 
follows :— Revenue, £4,360; working expentes, £2,082 ; balance. 
£2,179 ; loan charges, £2,000; and net profit, £378. Mr. Kenny, 
representing Messrs. Tieaney, consulting engineers, said the cost of 
electricity would be ls. per unit. For public lighting 120 lamps 
would be provided. A Committee of the Council is considering the 
whole matter. 


Australia,—N £w |. UNDERTAKINGS.—À large number 
of townships in Victoria have schemes for electricity undertakings 
in hand or under consideration ; among these are the towns of 
Stowell, Avoca, Beaufort, Colac, Mount Gambier, and Kyneton. 


Birmingham.—CanaL STRIKE.—-The electricity supply 
department was seriously affected by the reoent strike of canal 
boatmen, as practically the whole of its fuel is water borne. While 
the strike was in progress, officials and members of the staff under- 
took the boatmen's work. and in this way & minimum supply of 
coal was got through to keep the service going. When a ten- 
tative settlement was reached, the Corporation boatmen, who had 
ceased work in sympathy with the other boatmen, resumed their 
duties. 


Bolton.— PRICE Increase.—The electrical engineer 
reported, on May 27th, on the need for increasing the price of 
electricity. The Committee decided to advanoe the charge for both 
lighting and power by a tenth of a penny per unit. The request 
of the Chamber of Trade for a preferential rate was declined. 


Bo’ness.— EXTENSION SCHEME.—Mr. Munro, consulting 
engineer, has reported to the Town Council on the proposed exten- 
sion of the electricity works, and a decision regarding this will be 
made at a meeting of the Council at an early date. The cost of 
the scheme is given as £40,000. 


Burnley.—ExTEN8IONS.—On May 27th the chairman of 
the Electricity Committee reported that tenders had been obtained 
for the proposed extensions at the eleetricity supply station and 
for the installation of the required plant. The loweat tender at 
the present time wat £120,000, and at least 16 months would be 
required in which to complete the work. The amount would te 
subject to variation in the event of increases ocourring. The 
£120,000 was made up as follows :—Three water-tube boilers, 
with superheaters, economisers, valves, &o., £39,200 ; one 3,000-kv. 
turbo-alternator, with condenser, pumps, &c., £27.100 ; external 
pipe-work and valves, £6,270; water strainer, with motor pump, 
£677 ; cooling tower, £5,200; Venturi meters, £232 ; boiler feed- 
pump, £473; 1,000-Kw. rotary set, £7,097; switchgear, booster, 
and cables. £6,600; ash-handling plant, £2,200; constructional 
work, cable and pipe trenches, £12,000; and contingencies, 
£13,051. It was anticipated that further rises in wages and materials 
would occur before the completion of the work, and the final coat 
would be greater than the £120,000. 

. The Council intends to apply for borrowing powers for the latter 
amount, and for an additional £20,000 for electricity mains. 


China.— SHANGHAI.—Contracts for electrical generating 
plant for power and lighting are probable in connection with рго- 
jects for supplying electricity outaide the Settlement limita at 
Shanghai. In the ordinary course the proposed extensions of the 
electricity department of the Shanghai Municipal Council, as set 
out in March last, would have covered such requirements, but the 
extensions have been opposed on the ground that they are for the 
benefit of mills and factories outside the Settlement limits, which 
pay no taxes to the Municipal Council. It is probable, therefore, 
that independent power stations may be erected for such outlying 
establishments. Already works are being erected in Chinese 
territory in order to obtain power from the native city station. A 
way out of the difficulty has been provided by the proposal 
that outlying factories requiring current for power purpose 
should take up municipal debentures, but a very general response 
to this scheme is not anticipated.— Eastern Engineering. 


Colue.—Price INcREASE.—The Town Council has decided 
to increase the charge for electricity for lighting from 4jd., plus 
75 per cent., to 8d. per unit allowed under the provisional order ; 
for power purposes, from 85 per cent. to 95 per oent. ; and for 
heating, from 75 per cent. to 85 per cent. on the scale charge 
of 14d. 


Continental.—Sw!T/ERLAND.—The Nordostech weizerische 
Kraftwerke A.-G. (N.E. Swiss Power Works), which increased its 
capital from 18 million to 36 million fr, in 1918, is now about to 
effect a further increase of 34 million fr. The following parti. 
culars concerning the future development of supply and demand 
and the construction of new power stations are extracted from the 
company's report of January 30th, 1920 :— 

In the financial year 1918-19 production amounted to 2222? 
million KW.-hours, as against 185°66 million KW.-hours in 1917-13. 
It is estimated that requirements for the current year will increase 
by 13 per cent. As a return of pre-war coal prices cannot b: 
looked for within a measurable time, electricity will be able to 
compete with coal for many years to come. Its use in the home. 
for hot water supply, and for metallurgical purposes has increased. 
The electrification of the railways is proceeding apace, Only for 
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electrochemical purposes has the demand materially decreased and 
the present stagnation will, no doubt, continue until such time as 
the producta of the industry are in a position to compete with 
foreign prices. 

In view of the fact that the Swiss power stations are unable to 
. cover home requirements, the N.O.K., which is responsible for the 
electricity supply of North-East Switzerland, is aiming at the 
construction of new power stations, ao as to make the country 
independent of foreign supplies. It had been hoped that the con- 
cession for several small stations in the canton of Glarus would 
have been granted, but um difficulties have arisen. The 
concession has, however, been obtained for a low-pressure station 
in the Canton of Aargau, vir, the Bóttstein-Gippingen Power 
Station. In addition, subject to the sanction of the Admini- 
stration of the Swiss Federal Railways, the project fer the oon- 
struction and working of the Etzel Power Station jointly by the 
S. F. Bailways and the N.O.K. has been prepared and, finally, it is 
hoped that the oonstruotion of the Wüggital power atation can be 
carried out in conjunction with the town of Zürich.— Econemioc 
Review. 

GERMANY.—According to plsns prepared by Mr. Hallinger, of 
Munich, it is proposed to divert water from the high level rivers in 
Southern Germany to the low level system of the Main. The fall 
of the River Lech, for instance, which now flows south and joins 
the Danube, would be increased from 300 ft. to 1,080 ft., resulting 
in a total of 500,000 H.P. if arranged with open canals and falls at 
three points The first fall would be at Nurnberg, where 
200,000 H.P. is obtainable, the second at Wurtzburg, delivering 
150,000 H.P., and the balance of 150,000 H.P. at Frankfort, as 
against 60,000 н.р. if the river is to continue to flow south as at 
present. Ooal-fired installations to produce the same power would 
require 3,000,000 tons of good quality coal annually, which at the 
present price in Germany is worth £15,000,000.—TZechnical Review. 

AUSTRIA.—À report on the development of water-power and 
electricity works has been presented to Vienna Town Council. 

In view of the present restrictions in the use of electricity and 
the high prices, the Council was compelled to ascertain the quickest 
and cheapest method of obtaining water power. In contrast to the 
length of time required for the Danube power works, the Ybbs and 
the falls of the Alpine water-system near Kienberg-Gaming, can 
be developed in three or four years. Also the technical prepara- 
tion for the Ybbs works are so far advanced that in a few weeks 
the sanction for proceeding may be expected. The average yearly 
output of the Danube works would be 140,000 H.P., and of the 
 Ybbs works 18,000 Н.Р. The cost of the former is estimated at the 
lowest at Kr. 211 mill. (peace value), of the latter at Kr. 30.8 mill. 
The production of the electrical works amounts at present to 
250 mill Kw.-hours, and will be increased to at least 320 mill. 
The yearly increase of electrical output averages 183 mill. Kw.- 
hours, and will in future be still greater because the gas lighting 
from foreign gas ооа! is to cease and electricity alone to be used, 
especially in the largest industrial district of Austria between 
Vienna and Vienna- Neustadt. A yearly increase of 200 mill. Kw.- 
hours can, therefore, be estimated. In 15 years' time, the earliest 
date for the completion of the Danube works, the municipal elec- 
tricity works would. be producing 620 mill. Kw.-hours. But the 
Danube works will supply only 365 mill. and the Ybbs works 

200 mill, leaving a balance to be supplied by steam. For this 
reason а large increase of coal production is essential. 

It has been decided that Vienna shall establish a co-operative 
company in which the Province of Lower Austria, the State Rail- 
ways and the Danube Control Commission will participate, that 
the commune of Vienna shall proceed with the immediate develop- 
ment of the Ybbs Valley Works, and approach the Government and 
Lower Austria for active support in this matter.— Economic 
Review, 

Norway.—Plans are under consideration for the conveyance of 
electricity from Norwegian waterfalls to Denmark. This would 
necessitate the construction of a cable about 100 km. in length, 
extending across the Skager Rack to a point on the coast of Jutland 
between Hirtshals and Haustholmen. The longest cable at present 
. in existence connects Helsingborg with Elsinore, a distance of 
only 7to 8 km. It is estimated that the total cost of carrying out 
these plans, including the erection of stations and the extension of 
the exploitation of the Norwegian waterfalls, would amount to 
Kr. 30 to 40 million.— Economic Review, 


SPAIN.—À commission of the Portuguese Ministry of Public 
Works has arrived in Madrid with the object of drawing up an 
agreement in connection with the division of power to be obtained 
Írom the Douro. It is estimated that & total of 150,000 H.P. is 
available from this source.— The Times. 


Derby.—Pumpina PLant.—Owing to the initial expense, 
the Town Council has decided not to install electrical pumping 
plant at the Little Eaton Waterworks. 


Dublin.—PROOSED Paice IndREase.—The Corporation 
has given notice of application made to the Ministry of Transport 


for an order under the Statutory Undertakings (Temporary 


Increase of Charges) Act, 1918, to provide that the maximum rates 
of charge within the municipal area, shall be increased by 50 per 
cent., viz., from £2 to £3 for any amount up to 60 units, and from 
7d. to 104d. per unit over 60 units, во as to enable the electricity 
undertaking to be carried on without loss. 

&TRIKE.—The strike of the Irish railwaymen who object to the 
importation of arms and ammunition extended on May 27th to the 
. L.N.W.B. power house employés. This station not only supplies 
the power for cranes, &c., but also for lighting the railway hotel, 


Duugarvan (Co. Waterford). — ELECTRIC LIGHTING 
SCHEME.—A representative public meeting has approved a scheme 
for public electric lighting, the power to be derived from the 
Colligan river. Nearly half the required capital (£11,000) was 
promised at the meeting. | 


На!Нах.—бшргхе ScaALE.—The Tramways and Elec- 
tricity Committee has decided that as from the last meter reading 
taken for the June quarter, the following clause in the power 
supply agreement shall apply to all power consumers of electricity, 
viz. :—‘‘If in any quarter the average price of coal (pea slack) 
delivered at the Corporation's electricity works is above or below 
8s. per ton, the price per unit to be paid by the consumer shall 
during such quarter, be increased or reduced by 23 per cent. for 
every 6d. or portion of 6d., provided, however, that no such increase 
or reduction shall be made or allowed unless the average price of 
coal exceeds 98. per ton, or is lower than 7s. per ton." 


Heston and Isleworth.— Yxzag's WonkING. — The 
report upon the electricity undertaking for the past year shows 
that the sale of energy produced was £21,721, against £17,019 for 
the previous year; meter rents realised £284, against £255 ; 
and public lighting £2,140, against £1,368. Fuel cost £8,926, 
compared with £6,557; and wages rose to £2,009 from £1,559, 
A profit of £442 was made, this being £6 above the previous year’s 


Japan.—Hypro-ELrctric SCHEMES.— The organisation 
of the Hida-Gawa Electric Co. now under consideration is for the 
development of power from the Hida River, in the vicinity of 
Nagoya. An alternative scheme aims at the unification of the 
power supply of Nagoya and neighbouring districts under the 
control of the Nagoya Electric Light Co., which has bought half 
of the shares of the Bishu Electric Co., and is negotiating to secure 
control of the Ichinomiya Electric Light Co., the Inazawa Electric 
Co., the Gifu Electric Co., and the Yokkaichi Electric Co. Asa 
result of the efforts of the governor, representatives of six big 
electrical companies in Miye Prefecture, the Hokusei, Iwakura, Tau, 
Matsuzaka, Ise, and Toba, have been in consultation with regard to a 
possible combination of all the electrical companies within the Pre- 
feoture, With the double purpose of obtaining additional income 
and of controlling water rights, the authorities of Toyama Prefec- 
ture are contemplating the establishment of a large hydro-electric 
plant under Prefectural administration, to develop 37,000 kw. from 
the Joganji River. It is expected that this will be sufficient to 
supply all present demands for power within the Prefecture and 
leave a surplus to be sold to Kyoto and Osaka. Another power 
company recently organised in this district is known as the Etchu 
Electric Power Co., having been granted a licence to utilise the 
Wada River, from which it is expected to develop 10,000 kw.— 
Eastern Engineering. 


Liverpool.—PRicE INCREASE.—AÀn addition of 25 per 
cent, on the present charges is to be made after June 30th. This 
will not apply to charges based upon the cost of coal, and subject 
to adjustment according to increases or decreases. These will only 
be increased by 15 per cent. 


London.—HawwERsSMITH.— The Electricity Committee 
strongly recommends the laying of mains for the supply of elec- 
tricity to the new housing estate. The total cost is estimated at 
227.000, including services. The system of charging favoured is 
the prepayment meter, the fixed price and limiter systems being 
considered a restriction upon the use of electricity for other than 
lighting purposes, while the Committee wishes to encourage the 
employment of the supply for all domestic purposes in order to 
cover the initial expenditure in a short time. If a tenant prefers 
an ordinary meter, this may be installed in lieu of a prepayment 
meter. Tenders are being invited for the erection of the first of 
the sub-stations required under this supply scheme. 

Owing to increased costs, the estim surplus of £3,682 at the 
end of March, 1921, will be changed to a deficit of £13,688 unless 
prices are increased immediately ; and the Electricity Committee, 
therefore, pro the following inoreases, to take effect from 
July lst :—Lighting to be raised to 7d. per unit, and all supplies 
for power, heating, cooking, and industrial purposes to be increased 
by a further 50 per cent., bringing the prices up to double the pre- 
war rates. : 

The Works Committee recommends the purchase and conversion 
of 73 gas-lamp standards to electricity, at a total cost of £755. It 
is stated that the present yearly mafntenanoe cost is £5 8s. 9d. per 
lamp, which will be reduced upon conversion to £3 18s. 1d. 

SHOREDITOH.—The Electricity Committee deems its desirable to 
abolish the present system of charging for electricity which con- 
sists of adding percentages to the pre-war rate. A revised scale, to 
take effect from the June meter readings, is proposed as follows :— 
Lighting—maximum demand, 8d. for the first 14 hours daily, and 
34d. per unit for all electricity consumed thereafter. Flat rate, 
64d, per unit; theatres and music halls, 6d. ; and outside arc 
lighting and electric signs, 4d. per unit.’ Heating—1}d. per unit 
if taken in conjunction with a lighting supply. Power—308. per 
quarter per E.H.P. of maximum demand, plus 14d. per unit (maxi- 
mum charge, 21d. per unit). A special rate of 4d. per unit for trade 
and testing purposes is also proposed. Discounts varying with the 
amount consumed from 24 to 10 per cent., are to be allowed. A 
new scale of meter rents is being introduced at the same time. 


Lurgan (Co. Armagh).—Evecrriciry SuUPPLY.—Just 
before the war, the firm of Messrs. Wanside & Co., Belfast, 
submitted an electric lighting and power scheme to the Urban 
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Council, but the war intervening, the scheme was postponed. Mr. 
Pleasance, of the firm, recently waited on the Council and explained 
the great increase in the coat of production since 1914, and, as a 
result of the discussion, the firm was asked to bring the 1914 
scheme up to date and re-submit it. 


Mid-Lancashlre.—Evectricity Disrrict.—The Elec- 
tricity Commigsioners have provisionally determined that the 
* aren shall be constituted a separate electricity 
district for the purposes of the Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919, that 
ія to вау :— The county boroughs of Blackburn, Blackpool, Burnley 
and Preston. The boroughs of Accrington, Bacup, Chorley, 
Clitheroe, Colne, Darwen, Haslingden, Nelson and Rawtenstall. 
The urban districts of Barrowford, Brierfield, Church, Clayton-le- 
Moors, Croston, Fleetwood, Fulwood, Great Harwood, Kirkham, 
Leyland, Longridge, Lytham, Oswaldtwistle, Padiham, Poulton-le- 
Fylde, Preesall, Rishton, St. Annes-on-Sea, Thornton, Trawden, 
Walton-le-Dale and Withnell. The rural districts of Blackburn, 
Burnley, Chorley, Clitheroe, The Fylde, Garstang and Preston. It 
being apparent to the Electricity Commissioners that the existing 
organisation for the supply of electricity in the district so pro- 
visionally determined should be improved, notice is further given 
that they intend to hold a local inquiry into the matter. Objections 
or representations may be made not later than September 
30th, 1920. 


Moriey.— YEAR'S WonxiNG.—The seventeenth annual 
report covering the year ended March 3lst, 1920, shows that 
the total revenue for the year was £7,834, an increase of 
£2,907 on the previous year's figure. The total expenditure in- 
creased by £877 to 25,413, leaving a gross profit of £2,421. The 
net result, after payment of interest, &c., was a credit balance of 
£282, which, compared with a deficit of £1,759 for 1919-20, was 
very satisfactory. The report states that the plant is often sub- 
jected to overloads owing to its inability to meet the requirements 
of consumers. There is no reserve in case of a breakdown. and 
many applicants are waiting to be connected. Unless additional 
plant is installed before next winter it will probably be necessary 
to restrict the consumption of power during certain hours. 


Plymonth,—Yxa4n's WorKING.—The recently-published 
accounts for the year ended March 31st last show a total income 
of £92,957, against an expenditure of £69,785, and a gross profit 
of £23,172. The net result, after the payment of loan interest, 
&c,,.was a credit balance of £274, comparing favourably with the 
loss of about £2,000 on the previous year's working. 


Rotherham,—PRicE INCREASE.— The Town Council has 
increased the charges for electricity as under as from the June Ist 
quarter :—Power and heating, to 100 per cent., and lighting to 50 
per cent, above the pre-war rates. 


Swansea.— STRIKE.—A lightning strike of power-house 
workers, on Wednesday last week, caused the suspension of 
electricity supply to the docks, 


Worcester.—YEAR's Мовкімо. — Тһе accounts of the 
city electricity undertaking for the year ended March 31st show a 
total income of £33,116, compared with £32,235 for 1918-19, The 
cost of generation and distribution of electricity was £19,835, 
leaving a gross profit of £13,280. After payment of interest, redemp- 
tion of capital and income-tax, there remained a profit of £1.224. 
Carried forward to the appropriation account, this makes, with last 
year's surplus, £4,406 ; £1,800 is being contributed to rate relief, 
and the electrical engineer (Mr. С. М. Shaw) suggests that the 
balance shall be placed to a reserve account, He points out that 
there is an urgent need for building up an adequate reserve. 
There is every probability that the demand upon the department 
will grow, and that a third turbo-alternator, of not less than 
3,000-KW. capacity, may have to be provided within the next year 
ог во. It would be of great benefit to the department if at least 
half the cost of the new equipment could be met out of a reserve 
fund, The number of units generated by water power was 
563,020, compared with 615,703 in the previous year, and this had 
affected the cost of production. The total works costs were 
1°52 per unit sold compared with 1°04 per unit last year. There 
was a likelihood that higher salaries and wages would have to be 
paid, and a possibility of a large increase in the cost of fuel. To 
meet the jd. increase in the cost of production, and to provide а 
reasonable surplus each year to build up a reserve fund of at least 
£15,000, he recommends increases in the charges. These suggestions 
include: — Lighting to be increased to a flat rate of 74d. per unit 
(with certain exceptions), charges for power supplies to be increased 
to 75 рег cent. over pre-war rates; а labour clause to be added to 
special contract agreements; heating supply, by separate meter, 
from Id., plus 20 per cent, to 15d. per unit. The Electricity 
Committee recommends the adoption of these increased charges. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Ashton-under-Lyne,— FAREs.—llurst District Council 
applied to the Corporation Tramways Committee for a revision of 
the rates on the Hurst section, with a view to bringing the mini- 
mum stage from 154. to Id., but the Committee replied that the 
introduction of the three-halfpenny fare was due to increased 
wages, \c., and any alteration would more probably be in the 
direction of an increase, 


: Australiaa—ADELAIDE Tramway TRusT.—The state- 
ment of accounts of the municipal tramway trust, Adelaide, for the 
half-year ended January 31st, 1920, shows that the total reoeipta 
for the period amounted to £242,894, contrasted with £218,550 for 
the corresponding term in 1919. The revenue per oar-mile on the 
Adelaide service was 22'259d.; expenses per car-mile, 14°770d.: 
percentage of operating expenses to revenue, 66:080, On the Port 
Adelaide line the figures for the items enumerated were—18°305d., 
13°408d., and 73°253d. The total expenditure incurred in operating 
the whole services amounted to £239,339, leaving a. balance of 
&3,555.— Commonwealth Engineer. 


STRIKE SETTLED.—The threatened strike of — employés 


-at Melbourne was averted early last week, a compromise having 


been effected. 


Bath.—Prorosep Елве INCREASE.—The case of. the 
Bath Electric Tramways, Ltd., showing the necessity for an 
immediate increase of fares was placed before a special City Oouncil 
sub-committee by the general manager on May 20th. The company 
proposes an addition of 4d. to all ordinary fares, irrespective of 
distance, and an increase of 50 per cent. on workmen's tickets. 
Even with these additions, the company states that it will not have 
sufficient funds to carry out the track renewals required by the 
Council. The sub-committee viewed the proposals favourably and 
recommends their acceptance by the City Council. The consent of 
the Ministry of Transport has also been applied for. 


Batley.— BREAK DOWN or PLANT.— In consequence of a 
breakdown of a portion of the main generating plant at the elec- 
tricity works, there was no supply during the whole of May 26th 
and 27th on the Thorncliffe Road and Healey car routes. The 
other sections were temporarily able to be supplied with power by 
neighbouring authorities till the plant was тергә. The lighting 
and power services were not affected. 


Blackpool Wace INCREASE.— By a further bonus 
advance on June Ist, the tramway employés have now an increase 
of 173 per cent. on pre-war rates, whilst on the Fleetwood section 
the increase is much larger. The minimum wage for a motorman 
is now £3 168. 6d. for a week of 48 hours. The total war advances 
are costing the Corporation £40,000 a year, the last 98. increasing 
the wage bill by over £8,000 a year. 


Boltou,—ExrLovrs' WaaEs.—BHy a recent award the 


tramway workers are to receive an advance in wages of За. per 
week retrospective to March 29th last. 


Bradford.—Taarric DRLAx.— About a hundred yards 
of the overhead wire on the Manningham section of the Corpora- 
tion tramways became detached on the night of May 24th, aci 
caused much congestion of traffic on the road for upwards of half 
an hour. 


Continental.—Srain.—According to statements by the 
financial Press of Brussels, confirmed by that of Bilbao, a Spanish 
syndicate, formed by the Banco Vizcaino and the Hidroelectrica 
Ibérica, ів in treaty in Belgium for the purchase of all the shares 
in the Bilbao tramway company. The capital of this company 
consists of 7'5 mill. fr. in shares of 100 fr. each, und of as many 
founders’ shares, the value of which is not stated. The purchase 
price is said to be 40 mill. fr. The chief Belgian shareholders of 
the company are the Société Financiere de Transport; the Socicté 
Generale d'Entreprises Electriques ; the Société Generale Belges des 
Chemins de Fer, and the Banque de Bruxelles, the latter holding 
founders’ shares only.— Economic Review, 


PoRrTUGAL.—The Lisbon tramcars ceased running on May 23rd, 
owing to the rejection by the Socialist members of the city council 
of an arrangement negotiated by a special committee permitting 
modifications of the conditions of the contract, including an 
increase in fares on account of the high price of coal and increased 
working expenses. There were no disturbances. The municipality 
has appointed a fresh committee, mainly Socialist, to deal with 
the question.— Zhe Times. А 


Greenock.—PRoPosED MUNICIPALISATION.—The Corpo- 
ration has appointed a Committee for the purpose of negotiating 
with the local Tramways Со. regarding the proposed purchase of 
the system by the town. 


Huddersfield.— MEAR's Workinc.—The report on the 
tramway undertaking for the year ended March 31st, 1920, shows 
that the capital outlay up to date was £477,607. The income waa 
£261,147; wages, £70,726; power, 4 36,733; total working 
expenditure, £217,526, leaving a gross surplusof £43,620. The net 
surplus, after deducting redemption of debt, depreciation, &c., was 
£485. Reserve accounts show а net total of £64,835. 

Twenty-four cars are to be ordered, in addition to the six in 
course of erection. 


TRAMWAY SERVICES.— It is stated that if the Halifax Corpora- 
tion extenda ita tramway system to Elland, ria Woodaide. the 
Hudders£eld Tramway Committee will seriously consider the 
question of pulling up the tramway lines b2tween Elland and 
West Vale. ‘This service has proved a most profitable one, and the 
Greetland people. whom it serves primarily, are showing concern 
at the prospect of being neglected. If the Halifax project comes 
into being, there will not be sufficient a пеон to warrant & 
service to West Vale only. Л 


Fol. 86. No, 2,219, JUNE 4, 1920.] 


.— GEEDMMUENIE US « œ аа PRA as SEI 1D. ] —⁵ũ⁶ . ... — Du Rata TTR INES, 


.THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


721 


Keighley, — ExTENSIONs. — The railless trolley - car 
nystem of the Corporation is about to be extended, it is stated, as 
far as Oxenhope (at the head of the Worth Valley). At present 
the service stops at Lees (Haworth). In 1916 the overhead equip- 
ment was erected as far as Oxhenhope, but the Local Government 
(Emergency Provisions) Act of that year barred further progress. 
Despite the difficulties with the present railless-trolley system on 
the other routes, by reason of the shortage of cars and the need 
for repairs, the Corporation is endeavouring to put the new service 
into operation at an early date. | 


London.—FLoops.—A thunderstorm broke over south- 
west London on Wednesday evening last week, and the torrential 
rain caused considerable dislocation of traffic. At Ealing the 
tramway and District Railway services were interrupted owing to 
the flooding of the tracks, The Richmond railway service on the 
District line was suspended owing to the track being flooded 
to a depth of 12 in. at Chiswick Park, and a train on this line was 
derailed about 9 p.m. by damage to the track. At Kew Bridge the 


London and South-Western Railway was flooded to platform level, 


and the water entered the drivers compartment of an electric 
train. : 

An electrical defect at Holloway Road caused a suspension of 
traffic north of York Road on the Piccadilly Tube Railway on the 
same day. | | 

Tramway and omnibus stopping places are being considered by 
the Ministry of Transport. 

FARE INCREASE.—An arrangement has been come to between 
the London United Tramway Co. and the local authorities in 
Middlesex and Surrey that the company shall add 50 per cent. to 
its fares, as from June 1st, except in the case of workmen’s fares, 
which are to remain unaltered. The company’s lines run for more 
than 100 miles in the southern and western outer suburbs of London. 

WHITSUN TRAFFIC.—During Whitsuntide the number of pas- 
sengers carried on the trains, omnibuses and tramcars operated by 


the Underground Co. was as follows :—Saturday, 4,500.000 ; Sunday, 


4,250,000 ; Monday, 5, 250,000 The Whit Monday figure is oon- 
siderably in excess of any previous record of passengers carried on 
any one day.— Zhe Times. A 

Point failure on the City and South London Railway held up 
trains between Euston and the Angel for three-quarters of an hour 
early on Monday. 


United States.—RarLway STRIKE.—The employés of the 
Brooklyn Rapid Transport Co. struck for higher wages on May 
28th, causing the closing down of the Brooklyn elevated railroads to 
the grest inconvenience of the travelling public. 


Rothwell. —OPPosITION To ExtTension.—The Urban 
District Council has affirmed its opposition to any extension of 
time being granted to the local tramway company for completing 
its schemes, powers for which have been obtained. 


Swansea, — STRIKE ENDED. — After five weeks of 
inactivity, the tramway services were resumed on May 30th, the 
employés returning to work, and unconditionally accepting the Joint 
Industrial Council’s recent award. 


Tramway Workers’ Wages.—The meeting of the Joint 
Industrial Council of the Tramway Industry, held on May 28th, 
was concluded without a settlement being arrived at. The 
employers wished to introduce a scale of increases varying from 
ls. to 3&, according to the district, but the employés' representa- 
tives 1а out for a uniform increase of 98. (on the old rates) for 
all districts. The employés in Scotland have refused to submit 
their claims to arbitration. i 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Cable Delays.—CAxADA.— Representatives of newspapers 
from all the provinces attended the annual meeting of the 
Canadian Press Association held at Toronto last month. Te Timex 
understands that proposals for the improvement of the cable 
services, which are entirely within the control of the Canadian 
Press, were approved. While expressing gratitude to the British 
Government for its offer of financial aid, the Association decided 
not to burden the British tax-payers, but it is prepared, from ita 
own resources, and with such aid as the Canadian Government may 


. grant, to improve the Imperial news services. 


WEsT INDIE8.—Cabling facilities from Trinidad are, according 
to the Financial Times, worse than ever. The repair ship of the 
West India and Panama Telegraph Co. has been for a considerable 
time laid up at Port of Spain for repáirs, which are not expected to 
be completed for some months yet. Meanwhile the old cable is 
said to be breaking down in all directions, and the company is 
unable to obtain the services of a repair ship. Wireless telegraphy 
does not afford much relief as far as the West Indies are concerned. 
Messages from London reach Canada, but from thence it is quite 
uncertain how they are forwarded. . : 


Finland. — WIRELESS "TELEGRAPHY.— А system of 
wireless telegraphy for Press messages will shortly be established 
between Helsingfors and Copenhagen. The Danish arrangements 
are complete, but the Finnish Military Authorities have not yet 
given their consent to the use of the Finnish wireless stations.— 
Economic Review, .. „ gt tr” PUDE 


France. — TELEPHONE  MUssCRIBERS, LEAGUE.— The 
outcry against the telephone service has become so insistent that 
subscribers with grievances have formed themselves into a league, 
the object of which isto guard the interests of telephone users 
generally. The council of the league, says the Daily Telegraph, 
includes several hundred subscribers, and its duty will be to 
receive and examine all complaints of its members, and to suggest 
to the authorities improvements that might be effected. 


Imperial Wireless Communication, — CoMMITTEE’S 
REPORT.—The Cabinet is now in possession, says The Times, of the 
report of the Imperial Wireless Telegraphy Committee appointed 
last November. The report, which has not yet been published, is 
unanimous, | 


Liverpool.—WiRELESS DEMONSTRATION.—The Applied 
Electricity Department of the University recently held a three 
days’ demonstration of Marconi apparatus marvels, including a 
portable wireless telegraph and telephone set. The demonstration 
was of considerable interest to shipowners and those engaged in the 
electrical business. University students attended in large numbers, 


London.—Storm DAMAGE.—As a result of last week's 
thunderstorm, over 1,000 telephone subscribers were cut off— 
about 500 at Chiswick, 600 at Waltham Cross, and 60 at Hammer- 
smith. The defect, which was soon put right, is said to have been 
due to the sudden rise of water in manholes where work was in 


progress, the water reaching the cables before they could be sealed. 


WIRELESS TELEPHONY.—For the first time in the history of British 
journalism, spoken news messages for publication were received 
by wireless telephony from Chelmsford, Essex, direct by means of 
the receiving apparatus recently installed at the Daily Mail offices, 
London. The news was transmitted from the Marconi station, and 
related to local aftairs and to the demonstration before members of 
the London Chamber of Commerce and the Chartered Institute of 
Secretaries, which took place on May 26th, and listeners-in at 
different parts of the country, at distances varying from 100 to 450 
miles, reported that the messages were heard distinctly. 


Pacific Cable.—PRoPosED DUPLICATION.—Mr. Milward, 
manager of the Pacific Cable Co , announces that a project is under 
consideration to duplicate the Vanoouver to Norfolk Island cable. 
The cable cannot be completed until 1921. It will cost nearly 
£4,000,000. The Pacific “ All-Red" cable, which was completed 
in October, 1902, was the outcome of the desire for an all-British 
telegraphic route between Great Britain and the Dominions, The 
distance from Vancouver to Norfolk Island, whence the cable 
proceeds to New Zealand and Australia, is 6,000 miles. There are 
two intermediate stations between Vancouver and Norfolk— 
namely, Fanning Island and Fiji. The cable between Vancouver 
and Fanning is the longest hitherto laid in ore piece.— The Times. 


Private Wireless Installations.—F ie Risk.—The range 
and capacity of many privately owned and operated wireless 
stations have been greatly increased, and many of these stations 
are located in private dwellings which are equipped with combina. 
tion gas and electric lighting fixtures, the electrio lighting equip- 
ment being connected to а 110-volt А.С. system which is grounded. 
Details are given in the Electrical Review, of Chicago, of a case 
in which trouble was experienced owing to fuses blowiog and 
static discharges and even arcing in the fixtures, &c., when the 
wireless equipment was in use. Investigation showed that with 
the sending set in operation, the wiring of the house was subjected 
to &n induced pressure of about 5,000 volts in addition to the line 
voltage. Further tests must be made before definite conclusions | 
can be drawn, but it is suggested that :—(1) Insulating joints be 
not permitted on electric lighting fixtures in building containing 
wireless stations ; (2) the wiring of such fixtures should be with 
conductors having a rubber insulation at least & in. in thickness ; 
(3) some provision be made for the draining of induced current 
from the ungrounded wire of the lighting system before the 
induced pressure reaches dangerous values ; (4) it may be necessary 
to insist upon wireless stations which take energy from a public 
service being connected to an independent transformer. It has 
still to be investigated to what extent parallelism between the. 
antenna and the wiring affects the results. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The dats Vf. кгм T cag arf А indicates 
t 


the issue of the ELBOTBICAL REVIEW in whio 


с 
Official 
Notice" appeared.) M 


OPEN. 


Australia.—Sypney.— August 4th. N. S. W. Government 
Railways and Tramways. Two 1,000-Kw. sub- station units. Chief 
Electrical Engineer, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney. | 

August 3rd. Department of Public Works. - Turbines and 
generators for the Barren Jack hydro-electric development scheme. 
Department of Public Works, Sydney. 

July 18th. City Council. Maximum demand indicators, Electric 
Lighting Department, Town Hall, Sydney. 

PERTH.— July lith.  P.M.G.s Department. Telegraph and 
telephone instruments (various parts). Schedule 674, | 

June 16th. P.M.G.’s Department. Telegraph and telephone 
instrumenta (various parte). Schedule 680. (May 14th.) | 


722 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW, [Vol 86. No. 2,219, Јони 4, 1990. 


ADELAIDE.—June 23rd. P. M. G. a Department. Telephone parts 
(schedule 541). (May 21st.) 


Barnes.—June 7th. Urban District Council Electricity 


Department. Coal-handling plant and overhead steel or ferro- 
conorete bunkers. (May 14th.) 


Bedford. — June 21st. Electricity Department. One 
2-ton locomotive jib crane, with grab and track rails, steam and 
other pipework. (See this issue.) 


Belgium.—June 8th. Tenders are being invited by the 
municipal authorities of Horlon-Hozemont (Province of Liége) 
for the concession for the supply of electricity for lighting and 
power purposes. 

The Belgian State Railway authorities at La Salle Made- 
leine, Brussels, are shortly inviting tenders for the supply 
of a quantity of material, in connection with the Stone 
train electric lighting system, including 636 dynamo suspensions, 
1,075 battery cases and 636 driving pulleys, with safety guards. 

June 19th. The Belgian Post and Telegraph authorities at La 
Salle Madeleine, Brussels, are inviting tenders for the supply of 
1,710 kilometres of covered copper wire, comprising several varieties. 


Carlisle—June 25th. Electricity Department. One 
3,000-K w. turbo-alternator and condensing plant. (May 28th.) 


Crewe.—June 5th. Electricity Department. 12 months’ 
supply of slack (about 4,000 tons), Borough Electrical Engineer. 


Dublin.— June 7th. Electricity Supply Committee. 
12 Dn supply of single-phase and three-phase meters. (May 
21st. 

June 10th. Eleotricity Supply Committee. Feed pump, tanks, 
pipework, &o., for Pigeon House generating station. (May 28th.) 


Dundalk.— June 15th. Urban District Council. Elec- 
tricity Department. 750 yd., L.T., 3-core, paper-insulated, lead- 
‘covered and armoured cable ; disconnecting boxes (pavement type) 
and joint boxes. (May 28th.) 


Edinburgh.—June 19th. Electricity Supply Department. 
k. E. T. and L.T, switchgear, &oc., for Portobello station. (May 21st.) 


France.—The French Post & Telegraph authorities in 
Paris have just invited tenders for the supply of 170 tons of bronze 


and copper wire, to be made from old wire supplied by the depart- 
ment. 


Grimsby.—June 7th. Electricity Department.  E.H.T. 
cables and pilot cables (specification No. 146). (May 28th.) 


lnce-in-Makerfleid.— June 15th. Urban District Council. 
Waterworks t. Motor-driven pumping seta; cables; 
alterations to winding engine from steam to electrio drive; switch- 
gear. (May 28th.) 


Leeds.— June 14th. Electricity Department. 12,000-Kw. 
steam turbine, alternator and condensing plant. (May 14th.) 


London.— Hackney.—.J une 9th. Electricity Department. 
Four water-tube boilers, each 33,000 ]b. per hour capacity, with super- 
heaters, mechanical stokers, &c. ; four induced-draught plants ; four 
fuel economisers ; one 10,000-Kw. turbo-alternator and exciter, with 
ventilating fan and air filter or cooler; one surface condensing 
plant; two circulating water motor-driven pumps; E.H.T. switch- 
gear; two 20,000-KW, coupler panels; one 10,000-Kw. generator 
panel; six 2,000-kw. and one 4,000-Kw. feeder panels, (May 7th.) 

BETHNAL GREEN.—June 7th. Electricity Supply Department. 
Two 500-K.v.A. transformers; one E. H. T. and one L.T. panel; L. r. 
feeder cables; section pillars and road work. (May 21st.) 

WIMBLEDON.—June 12th. Electric Lighting Committee. Two 
boilers, with mechanical stokers. induced-draught fan and motor, 
pipework, steel chimney, хс. (May 28th.) 


. Manchester.—June 7th. Electricity Department. Main 
and auxiliary switchgear; Section A, 33,000-volt and 6,000-volt 
main switchgear ; Section B, pressure-testing switchgear ; Seotion C, 
420-volt А.С. auxiliary switchgear ; Section D, 240-volt D. C. auxiliary 
switchgear. (April 30th.) 
New Zealand.—AUCKLAND.—September Ist. Harbour 
Board. For the supply of electric capetans and speres. Messrs, 


W. & A. McArthur, Ltd., 18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London, 
Е.С. 2. 


Newport.—June 26th. Electricity Department. Turbo- 
alternating plant, surface-condensing plant, boilers, economisers, 
draught plant, steel flue and stack, &c. (See this issue.) 


Nuneaton, — June 30th. Electricity 
1000-Kw., D.C., geared turbo alternator, 
plant and pipework. (See this issue.) 


Nochdale.— June 5th. Corporation. Electric lighting 


installation in 52 houses on Spotland site. Particulars from 
Architects’ Office, Town Hall. 


Salford. — June 5th. Electricity Department. 12 months’ 
supply of D.C. and А.С. meters. (May 21at.) 


Seychelles Islands. — An electric light system is being 
introduced in the Seychelles, aud tenders for the lighting-up of 
Port Victoria, in Mahé, are invited in the latest issue of the 
Government Gazette to reach this country. — Times Trade Supplement. 


Department. 


surface-condensing 


Sonthampton.— July 3rd. Electricity Department. 
E.H.T. and H.T. switchgear and D.c. control panel, (See this issue.) 


Spalu.— The Spanish Government has just invited tenders 
for the supply of the material necessary for the equipment of 12 
wireless telegraph and telephone stations in the Madrid military 
area, 


Warrington.—June 15th. Electricity and Tramways 
Committee, Motors and transformers, (May 28th.) 


CLOSED. 


Belgium, — Four Belgian and one British concer 
(B.I. & Helsby Oables, Ltd.) submitted tenders recently to the 
municipal authorities of Antwerp, for the supply of the 10,69 
metres of armoured electrio mains required for the electrical 
equipment of the Nos. 2 and 3 docks at the port. The result of the 
tendering has not yet been made known. 


Chesterfield. Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 
к. cables and the extension of cables, £8,775.—B. 1. 4 Helsby Cables, 


Glasgow.—Town Council. Accepted :— 


Gear wheels.— A. Wiseman, Ltd. А 
Мо бае Eirerpool Electric Cable Co., Ltd.; Western Electric Co., 


Car wheels.—J. Baker & Co. 
Rotary converter and switchgear.—Met.-Vickers Electrical Co., Lid. 


The Health Committee has accepted the offer of Messrs. W. C. 
Martin & Co., for the installation of electric lighting, &o., at the 
Knightewood Hospital, the tender being £7,579. 


Town Council, Accepted. Supplies for 12 months :— 
Armature oo!ls.—Manchester Armattre Repair Co., Ltd. 
7/20 v. 1. N. cable.— Liverpool Electric Cable Co., Ltd. 
Trolley wire.—F. Smith & Co., Ltd. 


Halifax. Tramways and Electricity Committee. Accepted: 


Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd.—One patent cross-type marine boiler for the ele- 
tricity works, £10,710. 

E. Green & Воп, Ltd.— One economiser of 940 tubes, 23,068. 

Crompton & Co.—Three new motors, £777 ; starting gear for same, £19. 


Manchester.— Tramways Committee. Accepted :— 


Trolley wire.—F. Smith & Co. (incorporated in the London Electric Wire 
Co. & Smiths, Ltd.) 
Fishplates for tramway rails. United States Steel Products Co. 


Electricity Committee, Accepted :— 

Laying cable.—Callender’s Cable & Construction Co., Ltd. ИТТ 

Knife switches.—Ferguson, Pailin & Co., Ltd.; Park Royal Engineerim 
Works, Ltd.; Whipp & Bourne, Ltd. 

Extension to balancer board, Dickinson Street Station.—Whipp ax 
Bourne, Ltd. 

One 8)00/10,000-x W. turbo-alternator and condensing plant for Stuart Stree 
Station.—Richardsons, Westgarth & Co., Ltd. ntract and licence w 
sublet the alternator to O. A. Parsons & Co., Ltd., to be prepared 
&nd sealed. 

Steel work on workshop, Barton Station.—F. Morton & Co, Ltd. 


Salford.— Tramways Committee. Accepted :— 


Metal-filament lamps during the year, 18. 8d. each (approx. £750).—Brits: 

Union Lamp Works, Ltd. 
Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 

Additions to buildings and construction of foundations for the 5,00. 
turbo-alternator set, £3,290.—Smith & Briggs, Ltd. | 

Switchgear for the sub-station of the C. W.. at Weastle, 21,94. Switt- 
gear for controlling the supply to second feeder cable to Eccles, £% 
one E.H.T. switoh-cubicle, 4; two 600-k.v.A. transformers, in o 
nection with the supply of electricity to the sewage works, £20€.- 
Met. Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd, 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Moyal Institution of Great Britain. onde. June 6th. At Albemarle 
Street, W. At8p.m. Tyndall lecture on The Theory of Quanta, 0) 
Dr. J. H. Jeans, F.R.S. 


North of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical кабзи. 
Saturday, June Sth. At the Wood Memorial Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Ai 
2.15 p.m. General meeting. 


Royal Society.— Monday, June "th. At John Street, Adelphi. At 7 P.. 
Cantor lecture (postponed from April 26th) on '' Alaminium and its Alloys. 
by Dr. W. Rosenhain. 


Electrical Trades Benevolent Institation.—Monday, June 7th. At &. 
Kingsway, W. C. At 9.0 p.m. General meeting. 


British Science Guild.—Tuesday, June 8th. At Goldsmiths’ Hall, Font 
Lane, Е.С. At8 p.m. Annual meeting. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers (Scottish Centre).—June 9th to 1A. 
Summer outing. Junellth. Visit to Kinlochleven, 


(Wireless Sectional Meeting). — Wednesday, June 9th. At the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Storey's Gate, S.W. At 6 p.m. Pape 
on '* High-frequency Machines," by Mr. M. Latour. 


Institution of Mining Eungineers.— Thursday, June lOth. At 11 a.m. a 
Burlington House, Piccadilly. Annual meeting. At 7 p.m. At the WF 
naught Rooms, Gt. Queen Street, W. C. Annual dinner. 

Friday, June lith. At10a.m. Visit to the Royal School of Mines 84 
the Science Museum, South Kensington, S. W. 


institute of Metals. Thursday, June 10th. At the Institution of Mechanit! 
Engineers, Btorey's Gate, S. W. 1. At 8 p. m. Annual Мау lecture on Tre 
Recent Progress in Therino- Electricity,“ by Prof. C, A. F. Benedicks. 
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NOTES. 


National Joint Board of Employers and Staff Members 
for the Electricity Supply Industry.— Following on the announce- 
ment regarding power-station engineers in our last issue, we are 
now able to give the recommendations as to commercial and 
clerical staffs, which have been settled by the National Joint 
Board. The following schedule of salaries is applicable to all 
electricity supply undertakings, statutory or non-statutory, for 
public or private supply in Great Britain and Ireland :— 


Basic rates of wages or Amount to be paid as from 
Salary per annum. April lst, 1920, 
275 and under. An additional £135 per annum 
to the basic rates. 
100 £240 per annum. 
150 300 
200 360 
250 420 
300 48) 
350 540 
400 600 
450 660 
500 720 
550 780 
600 840 
650 900 
700 960 
750 1,020 


The basic rates are based upon the net amounts paid on April 1st, 
1919, after deduction of all awards, grants, and bohuses peid in 
reapeot of increased cost of living, and include all merit. scale, or 
grade increases granted up to that date. Any increases granted 
sinoe that date are to be deemed to be increases in the basic rates as 
from the same datos that such increases were paid, 

Where total salaries and bonus paid since April 1st, 1919, amount 
to more than the amounts shown in the table, no reduction is to be 
made. The increases shown are to apply to all male employés 
over 21 years of age only, except temporary ones. The rates to 
the extent of 75 per cent. are to apply generally to women employós 
over the age of 21 years who were in receipt of the basic rates set 
out in the table, but exceptional cases may be considered on their 
merits. The remuneration of juniors is not fixed. | 

The increases are to apply until January lst, 1901, by which 
date it is anticipated a graded schedule will be agreed, or until a 
revised scale is adopted on account of a material variation in the 
coat of living. 


British Oll.— It was officially stated on May 27th that 
ко far as the research work in Derbyshire is concerned, which has 
received Government support, it will take another six months to 
establish whether oil can be obtained in sufficient quantities to 
make oilfields in Britain a commercial possibility. 


Fatdlities.—The Daily Telegraph reports that on Sunday 
night, while, at the entrance to the Forth Goods Station, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, a gang of a dozen linesmen employed by the 
Newcastle and District Electric Lighting Co. was repairing a 
faulty main in Neville Street, the current was switched on 
unexpectedly. Two of the men, Thomas Farrar and Murray 
Kennedy, were immediately killed, while another, Thomas 
Lawrence, was injured. 

At an inquiry held into the death of a foreman electrician 
named Henry Spurr, aged 37, who was killed while making 
alterations to the electrical installation at the Cerebos Salt Works, 
Greatham, near West Hartlepool, Mr. 8. К. Bennett, Н.М. 
Factory Inspector, mentioned that this case was the third in a 
fortnight in which death had been caused by the 220-volt current 
in the Tees-side district. The evidence showed that while Spurr 
was behind the switchboard at the works on Saturday, May 22nd, 
there was a fiash, and he was found unconscious. Artificial 
respiration was used for 40 minutes without effect. Mr. Neve, 
works manager, said that immediately after an accident a year 
ago, when a boy touched a live wire and was killed, they had 
instructions to do certain work to bring the installation up to 
Home Office standard, and Spurr and others had been engaged on 
the work pretty continuously for six months. Mr. Edgar Phillips, 
the contractor, thought that Spurr had been using a screwdriver, 
and that his hand had slipped and caught a bare conductor. The 


jury returned a verdict of Accidental death," no blame being 


attached to anyone. Mr. Bennett mentioned that in the view of 
the Home Office, artificial respiration in those cases should be kept 
up for two hours, and a notice to this effect was being issued. 


Inquirles.—A correspondent desires information regard- 
ing the details of the treatment of wood separators with soda ash, 
for accumulators. Makers of small insulators, known as “ fish- 
backbone” insulators, and French makers of Steatite for insu- 
lation, are asked for. Suppliers of Micarta,” " Bakelite,’ or 
substitutes, and Swedish iron rod and sheet are wanted. 


The Associatieu of Consulting Engineers (Inc.).— The 
annual dinner of the Association was held at the Connaught 
Rooms, London, on May 2th. Mr. H. J. Rofe, chairman 
of the committee of the Association, presided, and a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening was spent; some 70 members and guests 
were present and partook of an excellent menu, after which 
the usual toasts were honoured. 

Following the toast of " The King," Mr. W. B. Cope, 
K. C., proposed the Association of Consulting Engineers, 


and referred to the engineer as a romantic person who har- 
nessed the powers of nature in the service of mankind. The 
CHAIRMAN, who responded, also proposed Engineering In- 
stitutions,” mentioning the good work done by the Institu- 
tions of Civil, Electrical, and Mechanical Engineers. He then 
outlined sume of the annus and ebjects of their own Association. 
Capt. H. Віла, Sankfy, C.B., C. B. E., president I. Mech. E., 
and member of Council, Inst. C. E., replied, and pointed out 
that besides the Institutions mentioned by the chairman there 
were a number of others which ftltilled important functions 
in their respective spheres. He also referred to the desirability 
from all points of view of the registration of qualified en- 
gineera. | 

Mr. Rocer T. Ѕмітн, President I. E. E., who also replied, 
said that the Institution of Electrical Engineers had long 
ago ceased to represent solely the professional section of the 
industry; its aim now was to represent the electrical industry 
as а whole, which accounted for its policy of decentralisa- 
tion. The various territorial centres scattered over the country 
were doing very valuable work. The desirability of register- 
ing all qualified engineers was admitted, but he was told that 
it took the medical profession 20 years to carry its registration 
through. The present ditficulty was to settle upon an adequate 
definition of & civil or any other engineer. 

The Future of British. Industries was proposed by Mr. 
G. MipaLEx TAxLOR, who gave it as his opinion that the future 
prosperity of industries in this country depended on cheap 
power, and in this connection he hoped that the schemes 
proposed by Sir John Snell, who was present, and his Com- 
mission would be brought to early fruition. Further, the 
water powers of this country should not be neglected; 
although they were not so abundant as those to be found in 
other countries, still they were of sufficient importance to 
render useful aid. He had no fear for the future of British 
industries. One thing did trouble him, however, and that 
was labour. He did wish that they could by some means or 
other rouse the ш man’s sense of responsibility, to 
make him endeavour to do an honest day’s OE. 

The toast was responded to by Viscount Cowpray, P.C., 
President of the Federation of Civil Engineering Contractors, 
who dealt with the financial eide of the matter, and said in 
part that the present state of affairs with regard to labour 
was due to the lack of decisive action on the part of the 
Government in dealing with wages and claims put forward. 
Labour could not be dealt with in sections, it could only he 
considered ав а whole. When they sought information or 
advice on technical engineering questions they need go no 
further than this country, but when it came to business 
matters they had to go, he was sorry to say, to the U.S.A. 
It was very wasteful to burn oil under boilers; it should be 
reserved for internal-combustion engines. The oil existing 
within the British Empire, in his opinion, should be kept 
for use within the Empire. 

Mr. Ll. B. ATKINSON, secretary of the Cable Makers’ Asso- 
ciation, and president-elect I.E.E., did not think the prospect 
before them was so rosy as was thought by some; it was 
time they paused to consider to what they were heading. 
He need not emphasise the dangers that attended constantly 
increasing wages and their attendant evils. They were suffer- 
ing from lack of production, the reason for which was the 
fear of unemployment on the part of the workers. That was 
the first problem they must solve, and in his opinion the 
only way of doing so was by each particular industry guaran- 
teeing the employment of a full complement of operatives in 
lean as well as in prosperous times. To do that co-operation 
was essential between factories so that work could be dis- 
tributed evenly over the whole, and also co-operation in selling 
the finished products abroad. The next problem they had 
to solve was that of standardisation, and what they were in 
need of was co-operative effort. He asked consulting en- 
gineers to give their assistance in solving those problems; 
there was just as much skill required to select the necessary 
plant for a particular job from standardised as from unstan- 
dardised niaterial, and they would need their help to break 
the economie front, which: must be broken if the future of 
British industries was to be assured. 

Mr. Stoney R. Lowcock proposed Our Guests.“ Sir F. J. 
WILLIS, assistant secretary, Ministry of Health, and Mr. 
ARTHUR J. IFS, secretary, Urban District Councils’ Associa- 
tion, responded, and the final-toast of the evening, that of 
Onur Hon. Officers," was proposed by Mr. H. W. Couzens, 
and responded to by Messrs. A. H. Dykes, hon. secretary, and 
Е. E. WRIGnT, hon. solicitor to the Association. 


Service Notes.— On return from Constantinople, Mr. 
Т. 8. Harvey, acting assistant electrical engineer, has been 
posted to Devonport Dockyard. Lieut. H. C. Crossley, Cinque 
Ports Fortress Engineers (Electric Lights Company), has re- 
signed his commission after four years’ service, and has been 
granted the rank of captain. Lieut. Н. F. Hecking, Lanca- 
shire Fortress Engineers (Electric Lights Company), has re- 
signed his commission. He served in the corps from 1916. 
Lieut. G. V. Waterhouse has resigned his commission in the 
Electric Lights Company of the Fortress Engineers (Terri- 
torial Force). A large number of wireless operators, some 
150, are wanted for the army, as well as a lot of electricians 
(wireless) fitters, and instrument makers for the Army Signal 
Service. The service is competing against private firms by 
offering a bounty of £100 to wireless operators and £50 to the 
others. 
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Kinema Operators’ Strike.—A number of kinema 
operators are on strike in Manchester and Salford for a wage of 
from £3 10s. to £4 10s. a week according to the size of the hall, 
locality, and charge for admission. The Electrical Trades Union 
has declared the strike, and the men's officials state that over 80 per 
cent. of the proprietors have met the demands in full. To these 
permits to perform have been granted. The remaining kinemas 
are being picketed. | 


The Women's Engineering Society.— At the first annual 
general meeting of the Society, which was incorporated this year, 
the Hon. Lady Parsons presided, and said, in the course of an 
address, that in order to gain their objects they must exercise patienoe 
and continue their struggle. Miss Rachel M. Parsons was elected 
president, Miss Selby hon. secretary, and Lady Parsons treasurer, 
with a strong Council. The annual report stated that the work of 
the Society was meeting with success. A amall quarterly, entitled 
"The Woman Engineer," had been established, and a club-room 
opened at 46, Dover Street, W. A resolution deprecating the oon- 
tinued exclusion of women from training and employment in many 
industries, and calling upon all leaders of industry and Trade 
Unions to uuite with them in overcoming all artificial barriers to 

| was carried, and а discussion took place on “ The Present 
Position of Women in the’ Various Branches of Engineering.” 


Appointments Vacaut.—Mains engineer (£6), for the 
Greenock Corporation Electricity Department; ‘switchboard 
attendant, (928. 3d.). for Rawtenstall Corporation Electricity 
Works; lecturer in mathematics (£315), assistant lecturers in 
mechanical or electrical engineering (£275 or £315), for the 
Woolwich Polytechnic; mains assistant, for the Colombo Electric 
Tramways and Lighting Co., Ltd.; second assistant superintendent, 
for Central Canal Works, Amritsar, Punjab (Rs. 725 to 1,025 per 
month); charge engineer (£270), for the Bootle Corporation 
Electricity Works ; meter superintendent (#5 5s), for the Paisley 
Corporation Electricity Department; E.H.T. plumber-jointer (£5), 
for the Swansea B.C. Electricity Department ; junior for the maios 
department (84s.) for the Bradford Corporation Electricity and 
Tramways Department ; engineering draughtsman (£200 + 20% 
+ £120), for the Hammersmith B.C. Electricity Department. See 
our advertisement pages to-day. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


lastitution of Electrical Engineers.—The Seoretary of the Insti- 
tution announces that applications for the following scholarships 
may be sent to the Secretary, В.Е. War Benefits Committee, К.Е. 
Institute, Chatham :—" A" Scholarships of £40 per annum for 
children of officers and other ranks of the Royal Engineers of all 
branches who, prior to the war, were in a position to give their 
children a public school education. Ten of these scholarships, 
tenable between the ages of 10 and 18, are available. B Scholar- 
ships of £15 per annum for children of warrant officers, N.C.O.'s 
and men, to assist in educating them at a technical or secondary 
school. Tenable between the ages of 13 and 16 years—40 avail- 
able. C Kitchener Scholarships, at present limited to one of 
£40 and two of £15, under the same conditions as A and B 
respectively. Owing to the large number of casualties, these 
acholarships will be confined, for the present, to children or 
dependents of members of the Corps killed in action, &c., or per- 
manently dieabled, and in all cases primary consideration will be 
given to cases of necessity. The applications to be considered in 
the first adjudication were to be sent in by June lst, and the neces- 
sary forms are obtainable from the Secretary of the R.E. War 
Benefits Committee. 

WIRELESS SECTIONAL MEETING.—On Wednesday, June 23rd, at 
6 p. m., at the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Storey's Gate, 
Westminster, S.W., & paper will be read by Mr. B. S. Gossling on 
The Development of Thermionic Valves for Naval Uses." 

Liverpool Wireless Association. —The usual semi-monthly meeting 
was held at 56, Whitechapel, Liverpool, on May 26th, when the 
subject under review was the Winding of Inductances" and 

‘Loose Couplers.“ Numerous methods of construction were dis- 
cussed, and varying experiences under numerous conditions related. 
A member also exhibited a piece of apparatus for winding honey- 
comb coils. 


Incorporated Municipal Electrical Association.—Engineers or 
others who are specially interested in the subjects of papers to be 
read at the forthcoming 1.M.E.A. Bradford Convention, and who 
wish to be present to speak thereon, should communicate with the 
Secretary, I.M.E.A., Electricity Works, Factory Lane, Croydon. 

Association of Consulting Englneers.— The annual general 
meeting was held on May 28th, Mr. H. J. Rofe presiding. Moving 
the adoption of the report of the committee for the past year, the 
chairman said a sub-committee had been engaged in drawing up a 
model general set of conditions for use in work carried out on a 
prime cost and profit basis, a method of carrying out work which 
had become more and more general. Another matter that had 
called for attention was the formation of the Federation of Civil 
Engineering Contractors by the leading firms in the country ; they 
were asking for an over-riding clause to be inserted in all engineer- 
ing contracts, which in ita present form the Association could not 
accept. Ав far back as 1914, the Committee had had under con- 
sideration a model set of general conditions of contract for elec- 
trical work, drawn up by the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
to several clauses of which the Committee took exception. The 
matter had been in abeyance вїпєз the beginning of 1915, but the 


whole question had now been re-opened. The Institution was 
revising the model general conditions, and had invited the Asso- 
ciation to send a representative to sit on a committee formed of all 
the various interests connected with electrical work. The manu- 
facturers had agreed to modify practically every clause to which 


the Association raised objections, and he thought that eventually 


the Electrical Conditions of Contract would come into line with 
the general conditions that were inserted in their civil engineering 
contracts. The Council of the Institution of Civil Engineers 


suggested that the rise in the cost of work automatically increased 


the engineer's remuneration to the extent necessary to meet his 
increased expenses, but that in certain cases he was justified in 
charging an extra fee; in respect of reports, inquiries, Parlia- 
mentary work, and general advice on engineering matters, the 
Council was of opinion that civil engineers were justified in making 
an advance of 50 per cent. on pre- war rates. These views supported 
the action recently taken by the Committee of the Association. 

During the year the British Engineering Standards Association 
had asked the Association to appoint representatives on various 
Sub-Committees. : 

The Foreign Office and the Board of Trade had recently written 
to the Association suggesting that members who were going abroad 
should give notice to the Department of Overseas Trade of their 
intention, so that the Department could notify H.M. Diplomatic 
Consular and other officers concerned, and give them the oppor- 
tunity of rendering assistance and of discussing matters connected 
with British trade of very great interest to them. This, he 
thought, was a very valuable suggestion. The report was carried 
unanimously. 

The accounts for the year showed a balance of income over 
expenditure of £24, 

The ballot for new members of the Committee resulted s 
follows :— 

London Members.—Messrs. Kenneth Р. Hawksley, W. Vau 
Graham, A. M. Sillar, H. R. J. Burstall, and John H. Rider. 

Country Members. —Messra. James Caldwell and Е. W. Hodson. 

Votes of thanks were accorded to the honorary solicitor, Mr. 
F. E. Wright ; to Messrs. Cash, Stone & Co., the honorary auditors ; 
to Mr. H. J. Rofe for acting as chairman ; and to the honorary 
secretary (Mr. A. H. Dykes) and the honorary treasurer (Mr. S. R. 
Lowcock) for their valuable services during the past year. 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with th 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of ім 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements. 
Мв. STEVENSON, telegraph and electrical engineer to the Cale 

donian Railway Co., Glasgow, on the occasion of his retirement ot 
reaching the age limit, was waited upon on Friday by. his обе 
staff and a few friends and presented with a gold watch for 
himself, and a diamond ring for Mrs. Stevenson. The presentation 
was made by Mr. A. 8. Humpton, his successor in office. 

The King has granted permission for MR. C. D. Leys. electrical 
engineer, Malta Dockyard, to wear the Japanese Order of tk 
Rising Sun (Fourth Class), conferred upon him in recognition of 
valuable services. | 

Мв. E. Н. W. СоокЕ, who was chief accountant with the Bir- 
mingham Corporation Gas Department for many years, and hs 
been appointed chief accountant with the Metropolitan-Vicker 
Electrical Co., Manchester, bade farewell to the Gas Committee on 
Monday. 

Leek (Staffordshire) Urban District Council has decided to 
increase the salary of the electrical engineer to £400 per annum. 

Horsham Urban District Council has increased the salary of the 
assistant engineer at the electric lighting works from £220 to 
£250 а year. | 

Me. F. HARMAN LEWIS, chief electrical engineer to the Leyton 
Urban District Council, on completing 21 yeara’ service, has been 
presented by the staff and employés with a clock with Westminster 
tubular chimes. | 

Мв. A. W. J. BEDBROOK has resigned his position as managing 
director of the C. E. A., Ltd. His address is 140, Delaware Mansions. 
Maida Vale, W. 

Messrs. Robinson & Hands Electrical Co., Ltd., of Birmingham. 
have just engaged Mr. S. GRAY, late of Messrs. J. H. Tucker & Co. 
Ltd., to take complete charge of their case-making department for 
the manufacture of fuseboard cases and general electrical 
woodwork. © 

The honour of O.B.E. has been conferred upon CAPTAIN ЈОН? 
WILSON, chief electrical engineer, Buenos Aires Western Railway. 
superintending engineer of the Shandon Experimental Station 
CAPTAIN THEODORE WILLIAM SMYTHE, Master of the Easter 
Telegraph Co.'s cable ship Electra, haa received a similar distinctior. 
Mr. P. Е. Јонхѕох, late Chief Officer of Messrs. Siemens s cb! 
ship Faraday, is made M. B. E. 

Obituary. MR. J. FiNDLAY.—The death is announced of Mr. 
James Findlay, for many years managing director of the Bug 
Lamp Co., Ltd., whose premises were taken over by the B. I. Il. 
Co., Ltd. 

Masog S. С. A. WACE.—The death is announced to have take? 
place at Hampstead of Major S. C. A. Wace, C. B. E., Royal Marr 
Artillery, head of the Wireless Telegraphy Board. He хм 1 
charge of the wireless station at Malat during the war. and wa 
the author of a hand-book on Wireless Telegraphy." 
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NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED, 


Anglo-Russian Engineering Co. (Birmingham), Ltd. 
(167, 48).— Private company. Registered May 14th. Capital, £1,000 in 55. 
shares. To carry on the business of electricians, mechanical engineers, sup- 
pliers of electricity, manufacturers of and dealers in electrical apparatus, &c. 
[he subscribers (each with one share) аге: J. B. Webb, 1, Teltord Avenue, 
Streatham, S. W. (managing director, Anylo-Russian Engineering Co., Ltd.); 
J. Hastings, Lee Mount, Yardley Wood Road, Moseley, Birmingham, accoun- 
tant; V. E. Whalley, Alyon, Dora Road, Small Heath, Birmingham, engi- 
neer. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Secretary; J. 
Hastings. Registered office: 26, Guildhall Buildings, Stephenson Street, Bir- 
mingham. 


Wilkins Wire and Wire Ropes, Ltd. (167, 584).— Private 
company. Registered May 18th. Capital, £125,000 in £1 shares. To take 
over the undertaking, assets and liabilities of the Wilkins Wire Rope Co., 
Ltd. (incorporated in 1904), and to carry on the business of wire and wirc 
rope manufacturers, manufacturers of and dealers in mining, collicry and 
electrical machinery, electrical, mechanical, hydraulic, heating and ventilating 
engineers, &c. The subscribers (each with one share) are: Elsie L. Trollope, 
28, Crossways, Stoke Newington, N.16; A. J. Taylor, 28, Duncombe Road, 
Hornsey Rise, N.19, clerk. ‘Lhe first directors are: S. H. Hudson (chairman 
and permanent director), T. H. Hudson, General W. Wright Bemrose and A. 
5. Watson.“ Secretary : W. E. Bowley. Solicitor: H. Clifton, 4, New Court, 
Lincoln's Inn, W.C. 


Catchpole & Maurice, Ltd. (167,513).— Private company. 
Registered May 17th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To take over the busi- 
ness of wholesale and export electrical and mechanical engineers and mer- 
chants formerly carried on by A. E. Catchpole and E. Maurice at Albion 
House, New Oxford Street, W. C. The first directors are: A. E. Catchpole, 
17, Broxholm Road, S.E.27; C. B. Maurice, Russell Square Mansions, W.C.; 
F. W. Dennis, 15, Ventnor Villas, Hove; W. N. Scovell, 41, Lee Park, Black- 
heath. Solicitor: А. С. Hardy, 27, Chancery Lane, W.C. Registered office : 
Albion House, 59-61, New Oxford Street, W. 


McReynolds Trolley Wheel Co., Ltd. (167;495).—Private 
company. Registered May 15th. Capital, £5,000 in Os. shares. To carry on 
the business indicated by the title, and that of electric, railway, tramway, 
naval, marine and general engineers, &c The subscribers (each with one 
share) are: E. M. Lloyd, 143, Mount View Road, Stroud Green, N.4, secre- 
tary; A. E. Hutton, 55, Kimberley Road, Stockwell, S.W.9, secretary. The 
subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Solicitors : Roney & Co., 42, 
New Broad Street, E.C. Registered office: 11, Angel Court, Е.С. 


Dux Electric Quilt & Fibril, Ltd. (167,727).—Private com- 
pany. Registered May 28th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares. To take over 
the business of aaah manufacturers, engineers and agents carried on by 
W. Fairclough, | Speakman, Л T. R. Greenough and R. E. Beddoe as 
“ Hall and Co.’ we Fibril and Co.,“ together with certain British and 
Colonial patents for improvements in the manufacture of horsehair, devices 
for fastening or securing ropes, rope handles, cords and the like, and im- 
provements in electric heating quilts, blankets and the like. The first 
directors are: H. Speakman, The Walmsleys, Leigh Road, Leigh, Lancs. ; 
T. R. Greenough, Beachwood, Leigh Road, Leigh, Lancs.; E. C. Beddoe, 
Tower Buildings, Wallgate, Wigan; E. R. Davies, 3, King Street, Wigan; 
G. A. Kirk, Electrical Works, Wilcock Street, Wigan; P. Gaskell, jun., 112, 
Park Road, Hindley. Registered office: Dobb’s Fold, Wallgate, Wigan. 


Telephone Manufacturing Co. (1920), Ltd. (167,634).— 
Registered May 20th. Capital, £600,000 in 41 shares. To take over the 
business of the Telephone Manufacturing Co., Ltd., and to carry on so far 
as is lawful the business of makers, sellers, hircrs out, maintainers and 
workers of and dealers in telephones and telegr арі, &c, 'The first directors 
are: F. T. Jackson, 20, Herne Hill, S.E.; C. Cochran, 58, Newark Drive, 
Pollokshields, Glasgow; J. MacMahon, Sheriff Park House, Rutherglen, N.B. 
(all directors of London Telephone (N.S.) Co., Ltd, and other companies); 
T. H. Walker, 7, Linden Gardens, W.; C. E. Walker, 43, Clifton Hill, 
Maida Vale, W.; C. Clare, 32, Eaton Terrace, S. W. (managing director, 
George Clare & Co., Ltd., &c.). Minimum cash subscription, 7 shares. 
Solicitors: Durrant, Cooper and Hambling, 70-71, Gracechurch Street, E.C. 
Registered office: Hollingsworth Works, Martell Road, West Dulwich, S.E. 


H. & F. Moore, Ltd. (167,649).—Private company. Re- 
gistered May 21st. Capital, £2,000 in £l shares. To carry on the business 
of machine builders, electricians, electrical, mechanical, motor, telephone 
and general engineers, &с., and to adopt an agreement with II. Moore. The 
subscribers (each with one share) are: Mrs. C. Stanton, Albert Road, Hinck- 
ley; B. Gill, 49, Winchester. Avenue, Leicester. Mrs. C. Stanton is first 
director. Secretary : F. E. Fordham, 19, Cank Street, Leicester. Registered 
office: Albert Mill, Hinckley, Leicestershire. 


National Electric Welding Co., Ltd. (167,631).—Private 


company. Registered May 20th. Capital, £10,000 in £1 shares (4,000 pre- 
ference). To carry on the business indicated by the title. The first directors 
are: F. E. Saunders, 63, Leighiam Court Road, Streatham, S. W.; P. Buckley, 


New Oxford and Cambridge Club, 68, Pall Mall, S.W.; М. D. R. Bruce, 
Blvthswood, 63, Leigham Court Road, Streatham, S.W.; H. C. Wright, 
Wychwood, Arlington Drive, M: арр perlev Park, Nottingham. Solicitor : W. H. 
Bellamy, Walter House, 418-422, Strand, W. C. Registered office: 6, Old 
Queen Street, Westminster. 


Taggart & Wilson, Ltd. (11,252).— Private company. 
Registered in Edinburgh Мау 20th. Capital, £6,000 in £l shares. То carry 
on the business of general merchants, electricians, mechanical, electrical, gas, 
structural, water and general engineers, ironmongers, builders, &c. The 
subscribers (cach with one share) are: R. Taggart, Arcadia, Cathcart Street, 
Motherwell, builder; J. Wilson, Anwoth, Douglas Street, Motherwell, elec- 
trical engineer; J. Taggart, Coradinn, Catherine Street, Motherwell, motor 
engineer; T. Taggart, Kilnkoln, Catherine Street, Motherwell, motor engt- 
neer. The first directors are not named. Secretary: R. T. Ballantyne, 2, 
Windmillhill Street, Motherwell. 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. 


International Electric Co., Ltd.—Mortgage debenture 
charged on freehold land, factory and premises at Tottenham and company's 
general assets, including uncalled capital, dated May 6th, 1920, to secure all 
moneys due or to become due from company to Williams Deacons Banks, Ltd. 
Also satisfaction in full on Mav 5th, 1990 (a) of charge dated January 21st, 
1919, securing £25,500; (b) of mortgage dated February 8th, 1917, securing the 
sum then due or to become due. 


Edmundson's Electricity Corporation, Ltd. — Particulars 
of £100,000 poer lien debenture stock authorised January 15th, and covered 
by trust deed of January 13th, 1929; whole amount issued, charged on mort. 
gage debentures in various companies and 

rustees : British Trust Association, Ltd. 


Lamplough Radiator and Engineering Co., Ltd.—Satis- 
faction in full on April 30th, 1920 (a) of mortgage or charge as. collateral 
security dated September 8th, 1916, securing £12,000, and (b) mortgage or 
charge, dated May 16th, 1917, securing overdraft and general indebtedness, 


company's general assets. 


Siemens. Brothers Dynamo Works, Ltd.—Satisfaction in 
195 on May 6th, 1920, of trust deed dated June 10th, 1907, securing £200,000 
ebentures. 


James Keith & Blackman Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full 
of debentures dated October 29th, 1901, July 21st, 1913, and ay и, 1915, 
securing £1,300. 


National Telewriter Co., 
of £130 debentures, part of a series. 


Smale & Collins, Ltd. e of £2,473 debentures 
authorised April 26th, 1920, whole amount issued ; charged on the company's 
undertaking and property, present and ſuture, including uncalled capital sub- 
ject to prior charges. No trustees. 

Edmundson's Electricity Corporation, Ltd. —Particulars 
of £75,000 three-year notes authorised January 15th, and covered by trust 
deed dated April 13th, 1920, whole amount issued; charged on £100,000 prior 
lien debenture stock. Trustees; British Trusts Association, Lid.. 


Herne Bay Gas and Electricity Co., ‘Ltd.—Issue « on May 
6th, 1920, of £2,600 debentures, part of a series. 


Surrey Electrical Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on May 
7th, 1920, of debentures dated June 12th, 1919, securing 41,000. 


CITY NOTES. 


Ld 


In the course of his speech at the annual 
meeting, held at West Hartlepool, on 
Monday, Mr. D. B. Morison said that a 
dividend of lo per cent. had already been 
paid, and a further dividend of 12 per 
cent. was now due for payment, making 30 per cent. for 
the year. During the whole of last year only three months 
were unaffected by labour troubles either in their own works 
or in the shipyards to which they supplied machinery. Re- 
ferring to the heavy demands of the Inland Revenue, the 
speaker sald that as provision for ellicient production was 
nnperative, there was good reason why sufficient money 
should be left to them by the Inland Revenue to make good 
the destructive ellects on their plant due to the highly 
abnormal conditions of working which prevailed throughout 
the war period. lt was not a question of the relative money 
values of this or that inachine before and after the war. 
The present inflation was simply a passing phase; what they 
as manufacturers had a right to expect was that the produc- 
tive efficiency of their plant should be adequately restored. 
Ethicient production was vital to manufacturing success, and, 
if that efficiency had to remain seriously impaired because 
of the ravages of taxation, then their manufacturing position 
would be prejudiced to an ‘extent that could only be revealed, 
all too late, when they were brought face to face with com- 
petition that they might be unable to withstand. With 
regard to the outlook, they had a very full order book, but, 
on the other hand, the rate of production was deplorably 
low. Before the war the standard week was 53 hours, and 
after making allowance for overtime on the one hand and 
sickness on the other, the average hours actually worked 
per пап per week were approximately 53. Now, when the 
Standard week was 47 hours, after making allowance for 
overtime and sickness, the average hours actually worked 
per man per week was 44. There was thus a net decrease 
in time worked of nine hours per week per man—or about 
17 per cent. Furthermore, and what was worse, the actual 
tine now taken to coinplete a given amount of work was, 
on an average, nearly half as long again as before the war. 
In a business in which a vast amount of highly expensive 
machinery was employed the effect of such a decrease in its 
productive capacity as these facts and figures indicated, 
combined with the corresponding increase in working ex- 
penses per unit of work, must obviously be serious. For- 
tunately there was indications of an appreciation of the un- 
doubted fact that the costs of production were now so extra- 
vagantly high that, if the continuous demands for still 
higher wages were persisted in, commercial success would 
ultimately become impossible. Demand would then cease, 
and a slump—and unemployment—must inevitably follow. 
The desideratuin at the moment was the restoration of at 
least the pre-war output per man per hour. 


At the annual meeting, held on May 


Richardsons, 
Westgarth 
and Co., Ltd. 


Calcutta 27th, the chairman said that the coal posi- 
Electric Supply tion in India was now easier, and they 
Corporation, had been able to place new contracts, but 


Ltd. the cost per ton had considerably in- 

| creased. The increased cost of generation 

and distribution was referred to. Excess profits duty at 
£61,794 showed an increase of £29,794. The assessments for 
excess profits duty in respect of the vears 1917 and 1918 which 
had now been received, showed £27,724 over and above the 
amount reserved for this purpose in the 1918 accounts, and 
this sum added to the £34,070 reserved in respect of 1919 
made the total £61,794. He now placed before the meeting 
the scheme for a retiring gratuity fund for the staff, which 
was sanctioned in 1917. They had reverted to the pre-war 
System of a bonus to employés based on net profits. This 
bonus had been fixed at 2 per cent. on the 1919 net profits, 
and amounted to 44.834. The further reduction to a general 
3 annas flat rate was put into force from March Ist, 1920. 
Considering that so many electric supply undertakings had 
raised their rates, their customers had every reason to be 
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satisfied with the reduction as regards the cost of their light- 
ing and fans. Jo the company it was a costly reduction, but 
they looked for increused demands for current at the very 
low rates now charged. After reterring to the proposed bonus 
share distribution, for which they were capitalising £55,000 
ot the reserve fund, the speaker discussed the excess profits 
duty and the new corporation tax. He said it was to be 
hoped that before long some means would be found to obtain 
the necessary State revenue by & method which would bear 
less hardly on those companies whose datum level was a 
low one. In the case of this company, the increase of profits 
since 1914 had in no way been due to the war, but to the 
large increase in business due to capital expenditure shortly 
betore 1914. Apart from the onus of taxation, the prospects 
were decidedly bright. After five years of stagnation during 
the war, there were signs of great activity in business in 
Calcutta, and a corresponding demand for electric power. 


Mr. Donkin, consulting engineer, visited Calcutta last winter, 


and he had reported as to the best way of arranging & pro- 
цгашше to meet the situation. He recommended a very 
large and costly extension. Notwithstanding that electric 
plant now cost just about double what it did before the war, 
they had decided to order two 15,000-kw. turbo-alternator sets 
with all accessories, for delivery towards the end of next 
year. That order, large as it was, was justified, nay, neces- 
sitated, by the actual applications for current which had 
been so tar received. In addition, very large extensions of 
the general syster: were in hand, including new sub-stations 
and new cables. The total cost incurred, or about to be in- 
curred, was well over one million sterling. Application had 
been made for an extension of the already large area of the 
company’s supply, and arrangements were being made for 
spanning the Hooghley at Cossipore, to enable the new de- 
mands of districts on the opposite side of the river to be met. 
The new expenditure would involve more capital, and they 
wanted to increase the capital from 14 to 3 millions, part of 
which would be required at an early date. They expected 
to be able to arrange easy terms of payment. In the exten- 
sions alluded to no mention was made of such projects as 
the electrification of suburban railways, and the introduction 
of tube railways, because although the subject was under 
discussion, there was, so far, nothing definite to go upon. 
There were immense possibilities in Calcutta ae regarded 
the deinands for electric power, and at no very distant date 
they might have to come again for still further increase of 
capital. The chairman briefly referred to the Indian ex- 
change, and spoke highly of the work of the staff in Calcutta 
contributing to a very successful year in 1919. Mr. Wink- 
field, the agent and engineer in Calcutta, had retired after 
15 years’ service, and Mr. J. T. Mertens, for many years 
deputy agent, had been appointed in his place. 

An extraordinary general meeting followed, at which the 
resolution was passed altering the articles so as to raise the 
preference dividend rate on the old shares from 5 per cent. 
to 6} per cent., raising new capital, &c. 

Mr. H. R. Beeton, presiding at the an- 
Brisbane Electric nual meeting, on May 27th. said that the 


Tramways present position as compared with the pre- 
Investment vious year was that whilst the “operating 
Co., Ltd. expenses in Brisbane had increased by 


£30,830, the receipts in Brisbane had in- 
creased by £34,220, but British and Colonial income tax had 
increased by £17,689, and in 1918 a refund was received of 
£11,414 on account of excess profits duty, whereas last year 
only £3,486 was received on the same account. There had been 
increases of wages since October, 1918, of between 12 and 16 
per cent.. and 10 and 16 per cent. of the total receipts in 
Brisbane of £468.892, the amount paid in wages on operation 
account was £209,000. The speaker gave figures showing the 
growth of the undertaking, and said he believed that they 
were the only company in the Commonwealth which had not 
raised its fares. Mr. Badger had felt it necessary, owing to 
failing health, to tender his resignation, and had left Brisbane. 
They were keeping his resignation in abeyance, and were con- 
stantly getting the benefit of his advice by correspondence. 
In the extraordinary circumstances prevailing they had ap- 
pointed a local board. The speaker proceeded to outline the 
main features of the Purchase Act passed by the State of 
Queensland for the purchase of the company's undertaking. 
Most of the electric light business had already been sold. A 
special resolution was passed recording deep gratitnde to Mr. 
Badger for his long and conspicuous services to the company, 
and expressing hope for his speedy recovery. 
Mr. James Grav, presiding at the an- 
Madras Electric nual meeting, on Mav 28th, said that 
Supply almost every branch of the business had 
Corporation, Ltd. developed during 1919. The chief trouble 
was to procure plant and materials to con- 
nect new consumers. Additional distributing plant was now 
necessary, and until this was obtainable early next year the 
engineering staff would be considerably taxed to meet de- 
mands. The revenue from lighting and fans inereased bv 
£11.262, due, principally, to the ordinary expansion of busi- 
ness, but to some extent also to an increase of An. ] in the 
flat rate, which came into foree on August Ist. and would 
operate for a period of three vears. The revenue from power 
Increased by the comparatively small sum of £542, but this 
was entirely accounted for bv a reduction in demand for the 
tramways in consequence of a strike in the spring of last 


year, which lasted over three weeks. The total revenue 
showed an improvement of £22,452 on that of 1918, On the 
debit side of the revenue account there was an increase under 
every heading, in consequence of the larger volume of business 
and of the upward trend in wages and cost of materials. The 
aggregate was £4,469 more than last year. The net revenue 
account was enhanced by £4,581, the dividend from their 
holding in the tramway company. ‘The provision for depre- 
ciation and renewals had been increased from 49, 000 to 
£14,000, which some might consider excessive. Having regard 
however, to the greatly enhanced cost of renewals, which 
might continue for some years, and to the ordinary deprecia- 
tion of electrical apparatus which prevailed in Madrae in 
consequence of the atmospheric conditions, it was in the best 
interests of the company to make liberal contributions until 
u substantial fund had been built up. After referring to the 
exchange adjustinent account, the chairman mentioned the 
proposed further extensions of mains. They had on order 
four 250-kw. rotary converters and one water-tube boiler of 
a similar capacity to those now installed, and it was hoped 
shipment would be made about the end of the year. Addi 
tional mains would be available about the same time. They 
also contemplated ordering one 3,000-kw. turbo alternator. 
In consequence of the steady growth of the demand, they 
had practically no spares when one unit of the plant was 
shut down for overhauling, and to remedy this and to provide 
for new business an additional turbo alternator was necessary. 
but shipment could not be expected in less than 12 months. 
The cost of carrying out this programme would be approxi- 
mately £60,000 to £70,000. In view of the improved prospects’ 
the directors decided to postpone the issue of new shares until 
the results for 1919 had been ascertained. Advantage would 
be taken of a favourable opportunity of placing new capital. 
and, meantime, temporary arrangements had been made for 
their requirements. The tramways company again yielded a 
dividend of 8 per cent., free of income tax. The traffic receipts 
increased 9 per cent., but expenditure in Madras rose 19.6 
per cent., due to higher wages and increased cost of materials. 
However, the net revenue was sufficient to pay the usual 
dividend, to make proper provision for depreciation and re- 
newals, and to provide £1,000 for an employés' gratuity fund, 
also £3,000 for general reserve. Further labour troubles have 
been experienced in Madras from which the tramways had 
not been exempt. another strike having occurred on January 
26th last, and continued until February 4th. It having been 
demonstrated that the cost of living had risen in greater ratio 
than wages, further increases and allowances were tnade in 
addition to the voluntary increases which had been granted 
by both of their companies. Application had been made to 
Government, however. for sanction to increase the statutory 
fares, which were framed 98 years ago, when the spending 
value of the rupee was much greater than at present. ' 


The N.V. Electrotechnische Artikelen 


Dutch (late John Wolff ck Co.), of Gouda, has 
Companies. resolved to pay a dividend of 12 per cent. 
for 1919 out of net profits amounting tu 

60.000 florins. 


The N.V. Nederlandsche Kabel Fabriek, of the Hague, has 
declared a dividend at the rate of 34 per cent. out of net 
profits of 707,000 florins in 1919, as compared with 2S per 
cent. and 582,000 florins respectively in the preceding year. 

The N.V. Metaaldraad Lampenfabrick Volt, of Tilburg. has 
decided to pay a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. on the 


‘cumulative preference shares for 1919. As the company 15 


entering on a community of interests with another under- 
taking the balance of the net profits for last year, instead of 
being applied to the payment of a dividend on the ordinary 
shares. is being devoted to the redemption of the profit par- 
ticipating certificates. 

The report for 1919 of L. Zelander's Electrotechnische en 
Technische Handels Vennootschap, of Amsterdam, statea that 
the home demand for materials and motors was not so great 
as in the previous усагѕ, and prices declined, whilst falling 
exchange rendered it diflicult to export at remunerative prices. 
The net profits permit of the payment of a dividend of 7 per 
cent. on the ordinary shares, this rate contrasting with 11 per 
cent. in 1918. 


Italian 
Companies. 


The report of the Sociéta Generale ita- 
liana di Elettricita Edison (of Mtlan)—the 
largest Itahan electrical company—with a 
capital of 96,000,000 lire, of which 74.400 0n 
lire are paid up, gives an exhaustive exposition of the dith- 
culties with which the Italian industry has at present to 
contend. Reference is made to the scarcity and incredible 
dearness of materials. daily increasing delay in the execution 
of work by contractors, disorganisation of transport. con- 
tinuous increase in the cost, and the demands of workmen.. 
These causes, the report savs, constitute a powerful brake 
on the construction of new plant. with, in consequence, grave 
shortage in the amount of electrical energy available. to 
the pitch of sapping the industrial energies of the country. 
Allusion is then made to the efforts put forth by the Govern- 
ment to help the electrical industry, and the 40 lire 


per M. p. subvention is characterised. as absolutely laugh- 
able; with the present cost of materials, it amounts to 
no more than 5 per cent. of the .prime cost. The 


tariff rises authorised are also regarded as absolutely inade- 
quate in view of the greater cost of working. The 
report calls for a revision of all these decrees, which should 
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be made wore in harmony with existing economic conditions. 
An acute examination is also given of questions of capital 
and labour, the evils of workmen's organisations and their 
fallacibus pretensions being thrown into relief. The balance 
sheet showed a net profit of 9,746,999 lire, allowing of divi- 
dends of 34 lire to the old shares to bearer, 34,568 lire among 
other shares, and 12,766 lire to shares issued during the 
present year, 107,345 lire being carried to the reserve. 

Of similar gloomy tenor are the reports of other companies, 
and noteworthily those of the Società Industrie telefoniche 
italiane Diglio (Milan), which, on its 6,000,000 lire capital, 
was unable to declare a dividend, its net profits being only 
50,447 lire. Workmen’s agitations and the low output of the 
labourer are the reasons given. The Officine Elettroferroviarie 
(Milan), with 8,000,000 lire capital, was only able to dis- 
tribute 9 lire on its 100 lire shares, the cause alleged being 
the plight in which the whole manufacturing industry lay, in 
consequence of reduced production and the agitations of work- 
men. The Società Anonima Ing. V. Tedeschi (Turin), while 
distributing 19 lire on its 100 lire shares, also lays strong 
emphasis on the difficulties of all kinds besetting the working, 
especially those of labour, which, it savs, is becoming daily 
dearer, and more undisciplined, new taxes, rising ex- 
change, &c. 


Electric Construction Co., Ltd.—The net profit for the 
year ended March 3lst, 1920, after providing £6,304 for 
debenture interest and 410,000 for depreciation is £66, 169, 
plus £38,669 brought forward, less £20,000 paid on account 
of excess profits duty for the year ended March, 1919, making 
£84,839. After paying 7 per cent. on the preference shares 
and 74 per cent. for the year on the ordinary, both less tax, 
a bonus of 24 per cent. is to be paid on the ordinary, leavin 
£10,663 carried to general reserve (making it £100,000), an 
£39,781 to be carried forward, subject to liability for excess 
profits duty. The extensions of the works were only coin- 
pleted in time to permit of their contributing in a small 
degree to the profits of the pust year. The moulders’ strike, 
which lasted for 18 weeks, caused great disorganisation, which 
will continue to be felt during the new financial year. The 
enlarged premises, however, will permit of an increased 
turnover, and the volume of unexecuted orders exceeds that 
of any previous period. 


Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd.—The profit and loss 
account shows a net profit for the year ended March 3lst, 
1920, of £31,595. Of this, £10,000 has been put to general 
reserve and £5,000 to depreciation reserve. £16,595 remains, 
plus £8,560 brought forward. After paying the preference 
dividend, a dividend of 2s. per share, free of tax, and a bonus 
of ls. per share, free of tax, are to be paid on the ordinary 
shares, leaving £8,155 to be carried forward. The works 
have been fully employed during the year. The great amount 
of orders in hand, as well as the growing demand for tele- 
phone equipment throughout the world, necessitates a con- 
siderable extension of the works. A site has been acquired 
near Coventry; factory buildings are in course of erection, 
and a quantity of plant has already been secured. The neces- 
sary funds for these extensions are being provided by the 
General Electric Co., Ltd. 


Austin Motor Co., ‘Ltd. —After paying preference dividends 
for 1919, a bonus of one ordinary share is given for every 
two ordinary shares held, and there is carried to general 
reserve £425,000 to provide for liabilities to the Inland Re- 
venue and to leave a substantial proportion available for other 
contingencies. With the same object it is proposed that the 
ordinary shareholders should not take any dividend in cash. 
Sir Reginald H. Brade (late Secretary to the War Office) has 
joined the board. The accounts for 1916, 1917, and 1918 are 
also now presented. 


Oldham, Ashton & Hyde Electric Tramways Co., Ltd.— 
Net profit for 1919 416,529, plus £4,957 brought forward. 
To reserve £10,000; 6 per cent. dividend on the ordinary 
shares; carried forward £5,987. The local authorities have 
given notice of intention to purchase the undertaking, and 
arbitration proceedings relating to price will begin shor tlg. 


Bordeaux Electric Tramways Co.— The directors of the 
Compagnie Francaise des Tramways Electriques et Omnibus 
de Bordeaux announce payment of dividend as follows: 11.875 
frs. on registered shares by endorsement on certificate; 10,756 
frs. on bearer shares against coupon No. 33; 297.50 frs.. for 
а shares, plus an action de jouissance.’’—Financtal 

imes 


Brisbane Electric Tramways Investment Co., Ltd.— Divi- 
dend of 8 per cent. per annum, free of tax. on the ordinary 
shares for the half-year, making 8 per cent. for the year. 
£20,000 to reserve, carrying £38,876 forward. 


Cork Electric Tramways & Lighting Co., 
putting £6,500 to reserve for depreciation and manm and 
£4,000 to maintenance reserve, 5 per cent. is paid on the pre- 
ference shares and £92,519 is carried forward. 


Anglo-Argentine Tramways Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 5s. 64. 


per share, less tax, on the 5} per cent. cumulative first pre- 
ference shares, being 19 months' arrears to June, 1918. 


Anderston Foundry Co., Ltd.—Final dividend 15s. per 


share, making 18s. per share for year ended March, 1990. 
£10,000 to reserve. 


W Electric Tramways & Lighting Co., Ltd. Dividend 
o per cent. on the cumulative preference shares for 1919. 


Canadian General Electric Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 2 per 
cent. on the common stock for the June quarter. 


Brazilian Traction, Light & Power Co., Ltd.—Quarterly 
dividend of 14 per cent. on cumulative preference shares. 


STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 

INTEREST this week has been taken up a good deal more by 
sport than by finance. Nevertheless, the latter absorbs a good 
deal of attention, and the tone in the Stock Exchange markets 
is a little firmer than it was. This is due to the expectation 
that the War Profits Levy will be entirely dropped. On the 
other hand, cautious people aver that the Chancellor will have 
to get the money somehow, and that as the Treasury 52 per 
cent. 5-15 year bonds have so far proved a fiasco, more drastic 
taxation will be introduced later. Accordingly, it cannot be 
said that the clouds of uncertainty are lightened to any great 
extent. This being so, it is natural enough that investment 
demand should run mostly upon the gilt-edged stocks which 
have been in such favour for the past three or four weeks. 
Once more it is preference shares which command more sup- 
port than ordinary, while as for good debentures in well- 
known industrial concerns, such stocks are во scarce as tu 
шаКе their acquisition a matter of speculation as well as in- 
vestinent. 

The dulness of electric lighting shares continues to be a 
inatter for some surprise. This does not materialise into buy- 
ing orders, and consequently the pressure to sell a hundred 
or two shares in any particular company has a pronounced 
effect. County of London ordinary can be bought about 8 or 
a shade over, and at the level price they show a return of 
10 per cent. on the money, while the yield on Westminsters, 
as already indicated here, comes also to the round double 
figures. Kensingtons are lower at 44, Chelseas at 50s. Why 
this should be so is à matter difficult to explain, but the fact 
remains, and investors decline to be tempted with the oppor- 
tunities offered them in this department. 

General Electric 64 per cent. first preference can be bought 
at 198. 6d., giving 7 per cent. on Ше money, and the 74 per 
cent. B preference at 198. 6d. return 74 per cent. Vickers 
5 per cent. preference, tax free up to 6s., are on offer at 19s., 
returning 91 per cent. net, equal to 74 per cent., less tax. The 
company's issued capital is six million sterling, and there are 
reserves of rather over 21 millions sterling. Armstrong 6} per 
cent. new third preference stand at 18s., affording 71 per cent. 
on the money. Another tax-free investment is the A pre- 
ference of Adelaide Electric Supply. The shares can be 
bought at 19s. 6d., giving 55 per cent. on the money net, 
equal to 74 per cent., less tax, and the Lancashire Power 
Construction 6 per cent. tax free first preference at 19s. 6d. 
yield 64 net, the shares being convertible into ordinary up to 
June, 1993. 

The remarkable traffics published by the London General 
Omnibus Company of the number of passengers carried in the 
Whitsun week, together with the forthcoming developments 
in the way of extending motor-'buses into the country, and 
on pneumatic tires, strengthens the impression that the 
Underground Electric 6 per cent. income bonds are by no 
means over-valued at their present price of 614. It is pos- 
sible enough there may be further reduction in the dividend 
this half-year, and those who buy the bonds will do so with 
the intention of putting them away and waiting for better 
times. Until the company is given power to raise its fares, 
there is not likelv to he much attention paid to the bonds, 
but as soon as the Undergrounds do get upon a business 
basis, there will come sharp improvements in the various 
issues. It is, of course, as a lock-up that the bonds are pointed 
out as unduly depressed. For income purposes, they hold out 
little attraction as present. 

One of the features of the week is a smart rise in Brazilian 
Traction Common shares, the price spurting to 54 before any 
number of shares were dislodged. The price at 53 is 34 higher 
on balance. Talk is reviving of the company being able to 
resume its one per cent. quarterly dividends in the near 
future. The last distribution made was in January, 1917, so 
shareholders have been wandering in the wilderness for 3j 
vears without any reward for their patience. — The shares 
having been held largely in Paris and Brussels, recent Con- 
tinental selling included these amongst other securities which 
the foreign holders endeavoured to melt into cash for what 
the shares could fetch. It may be argued that even a re- 
sumption of 4 per cent. annual dividends would not make the 
shares particularly attractive at 53, but here again it must he 
recognised that in the enormous field open for profitable work- 
ing in Brazil, as soon as the unfavourable conditions become 
dissolved, prospects will brighten materially. Meanwhile, 
dollar securities of Brazil and the United States have been 
hardening up a little after their fall of a week ago, but prices 
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are put up and down, more in accordance, of course, with the 


movements in rates of exchange than with any particular 


business in the stocks. 

Mexican securities are a little better, although the actual 
alterations are small. Anglo-Argentine Trams keep their im- 
provement. 
the 41 per cent. debenture gained 4 at 524. 

Amongst telegraphs and cable shares, a fall of 5 has lowered 
Indo-European to 35. The price has dropped sharply since 
the announcement of the reduction in dividend. West India 
and Panama have recovered a trifle after their heavy fall. 
The first and second preferences, however, remain about £5 
per share nominally, the first having last changed hands at 
80s. ten days ago. Marconis developed a fair amount of 
strength, and at 3 5/16 show a gain of 3/16 on the week. 
Marconi Marines have risen to 24. 

Callenders are now quoted in their £1 shape, instead of £5 
as heretofore. The price at 14 is nominally 10s. lower than 
it stood at £8 before the splitting. The preference shares at 
18s. 9d. are practically the same as they were before the altera- 
tion occurred in them also. General Electric ordinary at 32s. 
are ninepence better. British Insulated have eased off a trifle, 
and other movements are of little moment. Rubber shares 
keep tolerably steady, and with the price of the commodity 
once more over в florin per lb., there is a slight disposition 
on the part of the public to pick up shares when the latter 
come in cheaply. The armament group. is fairly hard, but 
in all the sections devoted to industrial shares, the fear of 
what effect may be produced upon profits by the 60 per cent. 
E.P.D. is a predominant factor. Rumour still sports with the 
idea that the increase of 20 per cent. may be dropped, but no 
parficular importance attaches to this improbability. 


ГД 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL OOMPANIES. 


Hou ELECTRICITY COMPANIES, 
Dividend Price 


— — June 1, Yield 

: | 1918. 1919. 1920. Rise or fall. p. o. 
Brompton Ога! . 8 B — 49 8 2 
Cross Ord oe ee 4 7 9 6 8 
ae А do. do 43 Pref. ee $$ 4 2 — 8 8 B 
8 d oe - oe, ЕХЕ 8 4 i —.$ 8 0 0 
City of London 8 10 1 — 8 17 10 
о. do. 6 per cent, Pref. .. 6 6° 17/- — 7 1 2 
County of London we 7 8 84 — } 9 17 0 
до do. 6 per cent, Pret. A 6. 8 — à 5.5 
n oe ee 6 7 44 — [| 1 15 6 
do. do. 6peroent& Pref... 6 6 — 9 4 В 
Metropol: А owe. 8 6 . 9 — 10 8 8 
4 cent. Pref, .. 43 «à 94 — 8 0 0 
81, о Pau Mall ов ве 10 13 — B 16 10 
South London oe ee 6 6 — 9. 19 0 
Bonth Metropolitan Pref. .. ee 3 7 1 T 1 0 0 
Westminster Ordinary .. КА 8 10 6 — 10 0 0 


I AND TELEPHONES. 


Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref, ee oe 6 6 т — 7 14 10 
. .. 80. Det. ‚ ee o7 qe 68/8 là 1 м 8 2 2 
Chile Telephone vá * 8 — *418 2 
Оша е e oe ee ee 7 7 9 — е 7 4 
Bastern Extension be ee ee 8 10 15 = og 18 4 
Bastern Tel. Ord. ... РТА ET 8 10 1583 — 26 11 4 
Globe Tel. and T. Ord. 25 T 8 10 154 — 6 7 0 
do. do. Pref, oe ee 6 — 1 1 9 
Indo-Buropean eo ee oe 18 10 85 К — 7 2 10 
Marconi oe ee ee oe 26 9 1 5 + 11 7 11 6 
United R. Plate Tel. ee ee 8 =» 1 — 95 8 8 
West India and Panama 4, H8 — A — h = 
Western Telegraph.. .. .. В 10 153 — *8 7 0 
. Home RAILS. 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 44$ == 819 9 
15 1 25 à Ordi 1 MN 1 — Nil 
nderground Electrio in — 
ш do. ary.. ,, NI Nil 4/- — Nil 
do. 35 1 ЕУ б 4 604 — 6 13 8 
Forricn Trams, Kc. 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil NI] 81 — — 
do. do. 9nd Prel, e = = 8 — — 
Brazil "Tractions . о ee ое — — 59 4 3) — 
Bombay Electrio Pref. 6 6 13 - 411 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Ptce. 6 b 65 — 9 2 
do. do. Preferrred at 5 48 — 10 6 
do. do. Deferred N 8 45 +1 6111 
do. do. Deb. EH a 4 52 +4 8 2 
Mexico Trams 5 percent. Bonds.. R Nil 284 — Nil 
do. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 20: — Nil 
Mexican Light Common .. .. Nil Nil 12 — Nil 
do. Pref. oe eo Ni Nil 22 — Nil 
do, let Bonds Nil Nil 42 +14 = 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wiloox .. “© . 16 — 24 — *5 4 4 
British Aluminium Ord, ..  ... 10 10 10; — 9 8 2 
British Insulated Ord. ва .. 194 16 127 tod, 828 
Callenders oe eo ee 25 = 14 — $ 8 8 8 
Pref, L] ee ee 64 64 18,9 РР 6 18 6 
Castner Kellner А К . 2 — 4 — 5 0 0 
Orompton Ord. е ee ee 10 — 22/ + 6d. 9 1 10 
Edison-Swan, “A * . 10 — 17 — 8 8 0 
do. do. s per cent. Deb... 5 6 794 = 6 59 
Electrico Construction as .. 10 — 21/- — 9 10 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref.  .. vs . 64 6 18/6 +6d 70 6 
do. Ord, oe ee ee 10 т 82/. + ча, *6 5 0 
Henley ee ГЕЗ oe ee ee 95 15 2 араш 1 10 n 
do, 44 Pref.. .. p Sd 4$ 4a 8t 6 18 6 
Indla- Rubber. А vt „ 10 — 13} — *711 0 
Mes.-Vickers Pret. .. vx æ. — 8 25 — 6 18 6 
Siemens Ord... oe ee ee 10 10 26/- — *7 13 10 
Telegrapb Соп, FS .. 90 90 224 — eb 6 8 


* Dividends paid free of Income. Tax. 


British Columbian deferred is harder at 454, and 
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MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


Ir should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
and they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances, 


Tuesday, June 1st. 


t 
CHEMICALS, ёс. |! ей 
! 


Prioe. Inc. or Dec 
a Acid, Oxalic ... per lb. 2/10 
а Ammoniac Sal per ton £100 WEN 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large oryatal) si 492 ' oe 
a Bisulphide of Carbon wis „ ae | [өе 
а Borax sid sss сва " £43 E 
a Copper Sulphate  .. 1 848 £1 dec. 
a Potash, Chlorate . же .. рег lb. 17 — 
а * Perchlorate ase ТА ” | 1/8 bee 
a Shellac ,, z рег cwt, £29 10s. t0J- inc 
a Sulphate ot Magnesia к .. per ton £18 ss 
а Sulphur, sublimed Flowers... „ РГ 825 
mp eee oon eee 77 ое 
а a Soda, Chlorate 7 17 . per Ib. 6d. - is 
.» Crystals per ton £12 "eR 
a a Sodium ichromate, 'casks `` per lb. is cay 
METALS, &c. 
g Babbitt's Metal Ingots per ton | £118 to £845 | 
c Brass (rolled metal?“ to 19” basis) per Ib. | 1/86 44. dec. 
: „ Tubes (solid drawn)... ee б í 1/57 to 1/6 40. dec, 
Wire, basis 855 Т 1/83 14. dec. 
Ы Соррег Tubes (solid. drawn) 7 1/64 4d. oec. 
g » Bars пен "ien „ рег ton £lol £4 dec. 
g „ Sheet ii - ais ji £161 £4 dec, 
g Rod Eno yi | £161 £4 дев. 
d " (Blootlyti) 1 Bars wes " | £109 - £5 dec. 
d ” ” Sheets ed » 4156 К 
d „ s Wire Rods.. » | £194 . £5 dec. 
d » (T) н: Wire °з рег Ib. 1/4 : id. dec. ч 
# Ebonite Rod .. os vss iss » t І ` sis 
Sheet T T" 97 zs 
n German Silver wire „ 3/- dut 
h Gutta-percha, flne . 75 | 18/- SN 
h lndia-rubber, Para fine ... ў 2/1} 11d. dce. 
é Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) .. per ton Nom. "T 
7 „ Wire, galv. No. 8, Р.О. quai. " | £57 КУ 
g Lead, English Pig .. 2 2 2: $i £10 108. PS 
g Mercury . .. per bot. £17 105.10 £18 43 10s. to £7 dec 
e Mica (in original cases)small ... per lo. 6d. to 4/0 125 
: 50 ” » medium. " | 5/- to 10J- БЕ. 
» large „ 12/6 to 25/- & u e 
s Phospbor Bronze, plain castings " | 1/6 to 1/1 p 
z yi „ rolled bars and rods » jį afd to 2/6 1d. d.c. 
| » rolled strip & saat T 2/8 to 2/9 un" 
4 Silicium Bronze Wire Pe per 1b. 1/111 


r Steel, Magnet, in bars ... Sis » 1/8 id. 1 Ir o. 
g Тїп, Block (English) se PN £278 to 2274 410 Lo ll dec. 
Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 ... „, per lb. 49 od, dcc. 
" White Anti-friction Metals £90 to £345 B 


Quotations supplied by— 


g James & Shakespeare, 

h Edward Till & Co, 

i Bolling & Lowe. 

( Richard Johnson & Nephew, Lad. 
n P. Ormiston & Sons. 

т W. F. Dennis & Co. 


a G. Boor & Co. 

c Thos. Bolton & Sons, Ltd. 

d Frederick 8mith & Co. 

e F. Wiggins & Sons. 

f India- Rubber, Gutta- Percha and . 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


. 


Licensing Wiremen.— Most of the principal cities in 
New Zealand have licensed мпешеп for some ten years, and 
have found that the application of the system was necessary 
in the interests of satisfactory workmanship. When the 
Victorian scheme was put before the Australian Electricity 
Commissioners, who had been empowered by Parliament to 
make the necessary regulations, they eliminated the claure 
providing for the licensing of the electrical contractor—the 
employer, as well as the employé. The regulations were 
passed by the State Executive Council in March, and the 
rules caine into operation on April Ist last, but already efforts 
are being made to amend them so as to include the rejected 
clause, which is considered to be vital to the issue, for it ia 
contended that an employer may place the licensed emplove 
in an invidious position by supplying him with material 
about which he has scruples. The scope of the examinations 
for licences may include tests in calculation, practical work, 
sketching. and knowledge of such rules as may be prescribed, 
and the Commissioners may determine that oral, written, or 
practical tests shall be employed. No fees will be charged 
for examinations or for the licence. The Commissioners may 
grant licences to wiremen holding licences in another State, 
providing that the Commissioners are satisfied with tbe 
system of licensing in that State. Applicants may be exempt 
who have passed an equivalent examination held by. an ap- 
proved body. 


Static Charges on Motor Lorries. — According to 
La Feuille, motor lorries running between Gabés and Tatouine 
often become charged with electricity during sirocco storms, 
and when the drivers grasp the starting handle for re- starting 
after a stop they are liable to receive severe shocks. The 
phenomenon is ascribed to the discharge of electrically ebarged 
particles of sand on to the chassis, the charge being imam- 
talued owing to the good insulation of the vebtele frou the 
around by its rubber tires. The drivers attach trailing wires 
to the vehicles in order to allow the charge to flow to earth.— 
Technical Review. 
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WHAT IS THE CONTRACTOR DOING? 


[COMMUNICATED. ] 


Domestic electrification is in a state of arggeted develop- 
ment: not technically, for lack of enterprise and 
inventiveness cannot be charged against the engineer. He 
has done his part, and has designed a wonderful range of 
highly-efficient appliances. for heating, cooking, cleaning 
in fact, for every household purpose involving the use of 
heat or mechanical energy. Supply stations are partly to 
blame, because many of them have not enconraged, and 
some have quite definitely discouraged by the imposition of 
high rates, the non-lighting applications of electricity. 

This, of course, is a serious handicap; but undoubtedly 
the chief responsibility for the suspended animation of the 
electrical industry reste on the shoulders of the contractor. 
After all, it is his business to create a demand for electrical 
appliances, and once the demand is created, everything else 
must inevitably follow. The attitude of the average con- 
tractor seems to be one of hopeless resignation to an unkind 
and gas-engineered fate. He does not seem to realise his 
responsibility in the matter; he cannot see vhat he is the 
master of his own fate. And yet there is no doubt but that 
if the retail side of the business would only bestir itself, we 
might soon look for that happy day when electric boilers 
shall be as common and unregarded as the gas ring. 

What is the contractor doing to advance electrical 
interests? In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, the 
answer is Nothing.” He opens a small shop, fills the 
window with a miscellaneous collection of uninteresting 
articles, such as tumbler switches, ceiling roses, &c., with, 
perhaps, a single flat-iron and a kettle to give an air of 
modernity to the display. And then he waits for business 
to come to him. Occasionally he carries out a small 
wiring job, and, perhaps, supplies the fittings therefor, 
although frequently the householder has already bought them 
from a West- End showroom. But he does not, and apparently 
will not, regard his business premises primarily as a shop 
where goods are stocked in sufficient quantities and sold 
over the counter. Ten to one, if you call on any suburban 
electrical contractor, and ask for any ordinary heating or 
cooking device, you will betold that it can only be obtained 
by placing an order in advance. There may be a aingle 
piece of apparatus for demonstration purposer, but even 
that is doubtful. Sometimes bread and butter articles, 
like lamps and shades and simple fittings, cannot be 
obtained. ; 

Bad deliveries, small production, and other manufacturing 
shortcomings may be urged as an excure, but the excuse 
is not adequate. Things were just as bad before the war. 
The trouble is that the ordinary contractor will not place 
a stock order for anything beyond a few wiring accessories. 
It is obviously impossible to conduct a successful retail 
business without a stock; people simply will not buy 
without seeing. Naturally enough, when a householder 
does want any piece of electrical apparatus, he goes to one 
of the big electrical showrooms in the West End or City, 
or to a department stores, where he can almost be certain of 
finding the things he desires to purchase. That this pro- 
cedure should be necessary is a damning indictment against 
the contractor, and constitutes a serious hindrance to the 
extension of electrical service. 

It would probably improve matters if the manufacturers 
of cookers, irons, fans, &c., were to advertise their products 
to the general public. This would create a demand ; but, 
after all, the contractor has no business to rely on the 
advertising of his suppliers. He should be able to create 
and supply his own demand. 

The first essential of a successful electrical retail business is, 
therefore, an adequate stock of every sort of domestic appli- 
ance. This would naturally involve capital expenditure, but 
nothing can be done nowadays without capital ; and, in any 
case, an enterprising man should experience no difficulty in 
raising the necessary money. 

Having acquired a stock the question of disposal arises ; 
and it may be taken for granted that, without some form of 


publicity, electrical appliances cannot be sold. On the 
other hand, we know from American experience that pro- 


. perly advertised (and any piece of electrical appliance 


simply bristles with talking points), these things can be 
sold with the greatest ease, and with a good margin of 
profit. Electric cookers, cleaners, &c., are necessarily more 
expensive than their prototypes, and, therefore, although 
they may tempt, they do not compel the casual customer. 
When demonstrated, or otherwise advertised, their advan- 
tages are so obvious and convincing, that most people will 
pay any reasonable price to secure such valuable domestic 
help. They can be made to consider the transaction, not as an 
unrelated acquisition, but as a productive investment, with 
regard to which it would be absurd to grudge ha’pennies in 
first cost. | „ lo de 
How is the contractor to advertise his wares? Asarule, 
Press advertising will not be suitable because the con- 


tractor’s field is necessarily local, and local papers are not 


generally read by the kind of people who are most likely to 
buy. One very effective and cheap method of advertising 
is by means of window displays. Not the sort of display 
indulged in by the ordinary contractor, who appears to imagine 
that passers-by will be cajoled by a dusty and variegated 
collection of wiring accessories which remains essentially 
unchanged from season to season and from year to 
year. The window must be made arresting, attractive, 
and convincing, and in order to secure these charac- 
teristics. there must always be a central point of 
interest, such ав a vacuum sweeper, a washer, or a show 
of fans or irons, which should be fully described by 
means of legibly-written cards. It is not enough to mark 
an article, Washing machine, 100 volts "—that will never 
sell a thing costing upwards of £40. The window-card 
should enumerate the chief advantages of the appliance in 
such a way that he who runs may read, and he who.stays 
will be, if not induced to purchase, at least convinced that 
by not doing so he is neglecting a duty to his household. .. 

A lot may also be done with the form (or, preferably, the 
personal) letter. А carefully-written letter, describing a 
particular piece of apparatus and mentioning others, and 
asking for an appointment, will almost certainly bring a 
considerable number of inquiries, of which a good propor- 
tion might, by skilful demonstration, be turned into sales. 
It is the writer's personal opinion that a great deal of 
business could be done by simply calling on consumers with 
small applignces and trying to sell them on the spot. This 
work, of course, would require a man (or woman) of good 
address and appearance, who knows the talking points from 
AtoZ. There is little doubt but that hundreds of irons, 
hot-plates, kettles, fans, &c., could be sold in this way to 
people who might never enter the contractor’s shop. 

There is a block of moderately expensive flats in a western 
suburb of London, in which 90 per cent. of the tenants 
use electric light, but not more than 1 or 2 per cent. use 
electricity for any other purpose. These people could well 
afford to buy and use any of the small appliances suitable 


for lighting circuits, and a pleasant and persuasive sales- 


man who succeeded in interviewing the tenants (and why 


should he not ?) would do excellent business. A demon-. 


stration on site is so much more convincing than in a shop; 


although, of course, every contractor should possess a well- 


equipped demonstration room. у 
The fringe of the electrical appliance business has hardly 

been touched as yet. It is evident that the contractor. is 

the most potent factor in the problem, and that without his 


intelligent co-operation the most valuable public utility in. 
the world will stay where it is—playing second fiddle to the 


enterprising mediocrity of coal gas. The contractor must 
stock and advertise the things he hopes to sell. To expect 
to sell them in any other way betokens the foolish optimism 
of the proverb-maker who said that good wine needs no 
bush. As a matter of fact, it needs the best and most 
elaborate bush available. 
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THE FOREMAN IN THE ENGINEERING 
INDUSTRIES. 


By HARTLAND SEYMOUR. 


THE exact status and responsibilities of the foreman are, 
just now, receiving a good deal of attention in the engin- 


eering industries. Having held the position of a foreman in 


а machine shop, the writer is naturally exceedingly interested 


in the various discussions to which he has listened during - 


the past few weeks. 

Apperently the foreman in the engineering industries i8 
the guide, philosopher, and friend of the shop operative. 
His business is to represent the management. Among his 
duties he is primarily responsible for the discipline of his 
men, finding jobs to suit these men, and seeing to it that 
they keep to schedule on the work. | 

The foremost quality of any foreman always has been, 
is, and always will be, in spite of scientifically-planned 
schedules, the knack of handling men. Not that this is 
the only essential quality of a good foreman—he must xnow 
his trade thoroughly, besides which, he should possess 
teaching qualities, in order that he may impart his know- 
ledge to his subordinates. 

He should, moreover, be a keen observer of men and 
methods, so that on one hand he may be able to size a man 
up and pigeonhole him for a job, and, on the other hand, 
that he may be able to suggest improvements in methods of 
production. 

Now that manufacturing processes are becoming more 
specialised and standardised, technical knowledge is more 
essential in a foreman. That is to say, in the line,“ or 
military type of works organisation, the foreman was more 
of an organiser than a technical expert. 

In this type of management the foreman was usually 
trained in the shop over which he was subsequently placed 
in authority. The fact that he was a better workman than 
his colleagues, and that he possessed tact and loyalty, usually 
secured for him the position of authority. Now, however, 
in the “staff,” or functional organisation, the foreman must 
bé a technical expert, so that he can convey the orders of the 
chemist or the engineer to operatives engaged on that 
particular line, irrespective of departmental or shop 
authority. | 

То fulfil his duties and responsibilities in the latter type 
of organisation, the foreman must not possess technical 
knowledge only, he must have executive ability, and be 
able to impart knowledge and convey instructions in a 
simple and straightforward manner. 

In the line“ management organisations, superin- 
tendente, as a rule, preferred to make a foreman of one of 
their own men—that is, a man who had been trained 
in their own shops. It is quite obvious that this system 
possesses many advantages. The foreman will be acquainted 
with the personnel of the works, will understand the various 
trades in the shops, and will be conversant with the firm’s 
methods. Farther, if a man is selected from among his 
fellow-workmen and placed in authority, it will encourage the 
others, which is not the case if positions of authority are 
given to imported men. Moreover, each man is then 
given an objective, 80 to speak. 

The writer very well remembers atypical case of a man 
in the shops who showed he was suited to authoritative 
control. This man was a first-class mechanic. But, more 
than this, he was a born leader. Middle-aged, his sane 
counsels and foresight were constantly being appealed to hy 
younger and less-experienced men. Пе was generally called 
upon to arbitrate in quarrels between the men, he was 
invariably their spokesman at interviews with the manage- 
ment, and was often consulted by the existing foreman on 
such matters as discipline and manufacturing methods. 

When the existing foreman left, this man was promoted, 
but the authorities were in doubt about placing him 
over his fellow men. They considered that jealousy and 
consequent friction would be avoided if he were placed in 
authority over another department. However, he was tried 
in his old shop, and proved a complete success. Пе is now 
works manager of the same factory. 


Various authorities have declared that the poaition of 
foreman is one of the most difficult to undertake. When 
one considers what the majority of managers expect from 
their foreman, this statement is not surprising. He was 
considered a very convenient executive (о “ come down оп” 
if things did not go properly, and some managers did not 
worry very much if the foreman was provided with the 
necessary acoessories to perform his task in an efficient 
manner or not. 

It is not always necessary for a foreman to be a manipu- 
lator. bnt this quality is always desirable, as à man without 
it lacks the demonstrative quality when directing operations, 
which quality is, of course, of more practical utility than 
any other. Further, the workmen will always respect & man 
who is better at their jobs than they themselves are far 
more than they will a man who is an expert organiser and 
capable of co-ordinating their efforts to obtain the best 
results, but, at the same time, who lacks the ability to show 
exactly ** how.” 

Opinion apparently varies from factory to factory on the 
gubject of education as a necessary quality in a fore- 
man, Some managers hold that education is unnecessary 
as long as the foreman has a thorough knowledge of his 
trade and possesses executive ability. Others maintain that 
education is highly important—in fact, is essential ina 
foreman. 

However, most progressive managers, to the writer's 
knowledge, hold to the former view. That is to say, these 
managers do not believe that education of a high order is 
essential to an organiser. Theory alone would not, of course, 
make a good foreman. Some of the best of this class are 
men who have been right through the shops from apprentice- 
ship, who have attended evening classes at technical schools, 
and who are wide readers and students of manufacturing 
processes and industrial economics, 

Foremen, along with works managers, are rapidly 
becoming more clearly defined—in fact, industrial adminis- 
tration is going to be a definite profession. Some day this 
will be attained, with degrees and diplomas from an 
institute formed for the purpose of training organisers on 
scientific lines, and combining, in their proper proportions, 
theory and practice. 


POWER FACTOR FROM THE BUSINESS 
MAN'S POINT OF VIEW. 


By C. TURNBULL. 


INTRODUCTION :—The importance of power factor to the 
commercial welfare of electricity undertakings can hardly 
be over-estimated. Engineers are now coming to the 
conclusion that low-power-factor energy must be charged 
for at a higher rate than the energy taken at unity power 
factor. The difficulty in doing this is that, so far, it has 
been found very difficult to explain the meaning of the 
phrase ** power factor” to consumers whose training is of a 
commercial nature. If one cannot explain it to the con- 
sumer, it becomes almost impossible to charge him for it. 
Engineers have frequently tried to explain it from a 
technical point of view, but they usually leave the con- 
sumer in a hopeless fog, with his mind firmly made up 
that he will not pay for anything so elusive as wattles 
current. 

In the following article an attempt is made to explain 
power factor from the business man’s point of view. If 
this method makes it possible to charge consumers for the 
waste of energy and money involved by low power factor, 
its inclusion in the columns of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW 
will be justified. | 

POWER FACTOR EXPLAINED COMMERCIALLY. 


If a man were to draw £130 from the bank, and then 
immediately afterwards return £30, he would be debited 
with £100. In that respect he would stand in the books 
just as if he had drawn £100 in the first case, but he would 
have caused much unnecessary work, and would be à 
nuisance, 


Кр етт DRE EA QC Qr TIC .. TEL ЭЗЕ NAIR I I SEIT TET IID I CUN IGE SS TANT TTT AO SESE DE IOS p Odi NG EE CEN ERE TEL, 


Yol. 86. Wo. 3,219, JUNE 4, 1920.] 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


181 


Now certain electric motors act like the undesirable 
bank customer. Instead of drawing their current from the 
mains, to convert it right away into useful work, during 
part of a revolution they draw more current than they need, 
and return the surplus to the mains daring the other part 
of the revolution. i 

Thus certain 100-H.P. motors will take 180 Н.р. for part 
of the time, but instead of using the extra 80 H. P., like the 
undesirable bank customer, they keep putting it back into 
the mains immediately afterwards. 

The effect, therefore, is that the mains must have 
sufficient capacity to deal with the additional 30 H.P. which 
oscillates to and fro between them and the motor, in 
addition to the 100 Н.Р. actually required, making a mains 
capacity of 180 H.P. altogether. 

An ordinary measuring instrument, in fact, shows a 
consumption of 180 fl. P., but a specially-designed instru- 
ment discloses the fact that 30 H.P. is what may be called 
au oscillating power; that is, instead of being used, it 
passes into the motor for & short time, and immediately 
ufterwards passes from the motor back again into the mains. 

It is, in fact, like the £80 which the man drew from the 
bank in excess of his requirements, but which he imme- 
diately returned. 

The banks have recognised that such transactions should 
not pass without charge. The man who pays, say, 
£10,000 into the bank, and draws out £11,000 by 
numerous cheques, leaving an overdraft of £1,000, pays 
more bank charges than the man who gets a clean over- 
draft of #1,000. In short, a bank customer pays on his 
turnover, and not merely on the balance. 

Suppliers of electricity have found out that they must 
foliow the precedent set by the bankers. If two consumers 
have 100-H.P. motors, and if the motor of one takes a clean 
100 Н.Р. from the mains, while that of the other takes an 
additional 30 H.P., which it immediately returns to the 
mains, then the first one must have a lower rate than the 
second. 

For the imperfect type of motor the electricity works 
mast lay down, in some cases, hundreds of thousands of 


pounds worth of plant which produces no useful effect, but 
which is merely occupied in dealing with the useless power 
which oscillates to and fro from the mains to the motors, and 
back again from the motors to the mains. 

To this explanation we may add some technical terms, 
which consumers will find useful. 

The power factor of a motor is the correction which must 
be applied to give its real power. Thus in the case of the 
motor which takes 100 H.P. from the mains without any 
oscillating power at all, the power factor is 100 per cent. 
All the power is used. 

Where the motor takes 180 Н.Р. from the mains, while it 
returns 30 Н.Р. back again as an oscillating power, the 
power factor is 77 per cent. The reason for this is that if 
we take 77 per cent. of the apparent power, namely, 130 H.P., 
we get 100 H. P., which is the real power which the motor 
absorbs from the mains. 

Turning to our analogy, if a bank customer continually 
presented cheques for sums of £130 at a time, and imme- 
diately returned £30 before leaving the bank counter, he 
might be called a 77 per cent. man, because he only took 
out 77 per cent. of the money indicated on his cheque. 

Users of electric motors may naturally ask if they 
cannot get motors which will use the energy directly 
without developing an oscillating current. The answer to 
this is not only that such motors can be got, but that the 
imperfect type of motor can be corrected so that it will 
work without oscillating currents. While. these improve- 
ments cost money, they bring about a great saving in the 
cost of supply, which is naturally beneficial to users of 
electric motors. 

These facts have been set out to enlist the sympathies 
of consumers in the problem, and to get their help to reduce 
the cost of energy. If the supply authorities have to deal 
with motors which, as many do, return to the mains as much 
as half the current which they take, then the plant which 
supplies the current must cost something like double the 
money that it would cost if the motors were efficient. 
Efficient motors mean economy in supply, and that means, 
what everyone want&—CHEAP ENERGY. 


GAS TURBINE DEVELOPMENT. 


THE development of an efficient commercial gas turbine is a 
problem ot much interest. In his contribution to a recent 
uiscussion at the Institution of Electrical Engineers on the 
use of producer and blast furnace guses for power production, 
Mr. Lyiun mentioned experiments that had been carried out 
in Germany on the Holzwarth gas turbine since 1914. We 
are now able in what follows to give further details of these 
investigations. | 

Shortly before the outbreak of war tests were commenced on 
а 1,000-H.P. vertical gas turbine built by Messrs. Thyssen and 
Co., at Mülheim, Ruhr. ‘The tests were discontinued during 
the war, but recommenced in 1918. The Thyssen turbine does 
not differ in external appearance from the machine previously 
built at Mannheim, but differs froin it in several particulars 
of design. The tests aimed at the evolution of a simple and 


effective gas turbine capable of being manufactured in large . 


units, but with a lower cost of production than the steam 
turbine, including its steam-raising plant. l 

According to the Journal of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers, in which is abstracted Hans Holz- 
warth’s article on the subject published in the Zeitschrift 
des Vereines deutscher Ingenieure, higher charge and explo- 
sion pressures were adopted to increase the output per cubic 
unit of chamber capacity and the therinal efficiency. The 
average explosion pressure for continuous operation was raised 
frem 12 to 14 atmos. abs., compared with 5 to 6 in the Mann- 
heim machine. Holzwarth thinks it possible to raise this 
figure still higher by increasing the charge pressure above 
2.4 atmos. abs. Curve 1 shows the thermal efficiency (pro- 
ducer gas of 500 kg.-cal. per cu. m.; teinp. of mixture, 77 
deg. C.), and curve 2 the specific output of the Holzwarth 
gas turbine (assumed to be free from losses) as a function 
of the charge pressure previous to the explosion. 

The combustion period of the gas turbine is now 0.1 sec. 
compared with 0.33 sec. for large 90 R.P.M. gas engines an 
0.02 sec. for 1,500 R. p. M. aero engines. Fundamentally there 
is nothing to prevent reducing the expansion period still more, 
but it would involve an increase of the nozzle cross section, 
which in turn would lead to an increase in blade length and 
in flow resistance. 

Decreasing the period of expansion increases the pressure 
on the blades, and the jet in explosion turbines, unlike a 


steam jet, acts intermittently for short periods, and is of 
the character of a blow. Because of this new blade shapes 
and fastenings had to be developed to withstand the added 
stresses. The blade caps, blades, and blade roots were de- 
signed in one piece, as in the De Laval steam turbine, which 
design hus given satisfactory results. 
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Ев. 1.—THEnMAL EFFICIENCY. 


Long and expensive tests to determine the most suitable 
material for the blading led to the adoption of mild electric 
steel; with proper heat treatrnent blades of this material 
proved very satisfactory. Table J shows the physical pro- 
perties of this steel from tests made at the Technical High 
School, Stuttgart. While blades made of harder or alloy 
steels rapidly show changes in strtisture of the metal, cracks 
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and fissures, electric steel appears to be capable of withstand- ` 


ing wear and is also resistant against surface corrosion and 
erosion, provided, however, no substantial amounts of wet 
steam. or water are present in the gases of combustion. The 
chief difficulty in gas turbines is caused by deterioration of 
the blades and wheels owing to the high temperature neces- 
sary, 600 deg. C. and over, and metals used must be reason- 
ably indifferent to changes of temperature and the action 
of the gas. Figures relating to other tests made in Germany 
on alloys for the same purpose are given in the Mining 
Journal, and it is shown that the material which is considered 
to have the best prospects for use on a large scale in the 
construction of gas turbines is a nickel-chrome steel (74 per 
cent. Fe, 20 per cent. Cr, 6 per cent. Ni, 0.3 per cent. 
carbon). At 600 deg. C. its strength was 47 kilos., with 19 
per cent. ductility, and an elastic limit of 16 kilos.; at 700 
deg. C. the strength was 94 kilos. and the ductility 7 per 
cent.; and in an air bath at 700 deg. C. the surface remained 
free from scale. 

. With regard to nozzle shapes, on the whole it was found 
that steam turbine experience applied within reason to the 
desigm of gas turbines. Thorough tests on nozzles showed 
the De Laval type to be satisfactory, provided the angle of 
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Fic. 3.—Toran Erricrency: Fie. 4.—ToraL Heat SUPPLIED. 


outlet is kept as small as possible. The rate of combustion 
and scavenging were improved by the use of an oil pressure 
Joaded nozzle valve. E 
If the instantaneous maximum jet velocity at the beginhing 
of expansion is in the neighbourhood of 1,500 1n. per sec., more 
than 95 per cent. of the mechanical energy of the gases of 
combustion is available at the wheel up to the time when the 
jet velocity decreases to about 1,000 m. per sec. This means 
that more than 95 per cent. of the energy is available at jet 
velocities varying 19 per cent. either way from the average 
jet velocity for which the nozzle and blading have been 


designed. Practical experience confirms these theoretical 
considerations. Efficiencies of about 55 per cent. (i.“, about 


65. per cent. of the output attainable in a gas turbine free 


Fic. 5.— A 500.11. P. Ном sxyTH. Gas TURBINE. 


from all losses) have been indicated on the periphery of the 
wheel In gas turbine practice the lower limit of the heat 
drop is predetermined and for practical purposes so are the 
peripheral velocity and number of stages. On the other hand, 
the designer is free to vary the upper limit of the heat drop. 
and through this the important ratio Get velocity) : (peripheral 
velocity) without materially affecting thereby the thermal 
ethicieney of the turbine, 

A hour test was carried out in December, 1919, with a 
gas turbine coupled to a p.c. generator connected to a water 
rheostat. Coke oven. gas having a ealoritie value of 35,500. Ку. 
cal. per cu. in. (132 B.TH.U.) was the fuel used. The results 
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. heated boiler delivering steam for the blowers. 


are shown in Table II. In the present tests all the combustion 
chambers were in operation, but in future the governor gear 
is to be arranged to cut out certain combustion chambers, 
thus increasing the efficiency on partial loads. Fig. З shows the 
efficiency as measured at the wheel periphery, and fig. 4 the 
heat supplied, as a function of the power output at the wheel. 
to the turbine per hour. The work consumed in compressing 
the blast air and gas amounted to 5.7 per cent. of the exhaust 
heat, so that the power consumption for the blowers can be 
well taken care of by exhaust heat. 

Gas turbines of the horizontal type appear to be preferable 
in several ways; working parts are more accessible, and the 
generator can be kept separate, and it is intended in the 
future to build only this type. 


TABLE I. 
Tested at 
Room | 450 deg 
temp :rature | Cent. 
Yield point, kg. per sq. om. .. | 3.85 | 1,975 
Breaking load, kg. per sq. cm. dis 4,610 2,675 
Elongation, per cent. ... abe wa 212 502 
Contraction, per cent. ... Mes is 73 88˙4 
| 
TABLE II. 


— | 1 2 3 4 


Gas consumption, reduced to | | 
0 deg. Cent., and 760 mm. Y 
mercury pressure, ob.m. per | 
hour " - eee 300 400 550 630 

Heat supplied, cal. per hour |1,150,000|1,530,000/2,110,000' 2,1 15,000 

Power output at wheel 


periphery, H.P. ... N 70 261 724 | 984 

Heat consumption, kg-cal. | 

per H.P.-hour  ... ... | 16,430 | 6,090 | 2,915 | 2 450 
26 


Effic'ency (periph.) per cent. |  3'9 104 21'8 


Fig. 5 shows the outlines of a 500-H. p., 3,000 R. P. M., Oil-fu- 
gas turbine now under construction to drive à D.C. generato 
The blower and exciter are built on the same base as the 
main machine, and directly-counected thereto is the exbau-t 
The insta. 
tion is for the Prussian railway administration. 

The original article gives drawings of а 12,000-KW. z 
turbo-generator set, and of a 3.800-KW. pas turbine togeth- 
with blower and waste heat accumulator. It maw be аф>' 
that during the war it was rumoured that a bigh-etticie:.: 
gas turbine had been developed by the Auꝑsburg-Nurembre 
Machine Co., but so far the rumour has not been contirnica 
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THE ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT OF 
ARTISAN DWELLINGS. 


Ат a meeting of the NortH MIDLAND Centre of the Issir- 
TION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS at Teeds, on May ИЫ. M- 
LEONARD Михк read his paper on the above subject. The 


pu per was abstracted in our issue of April 9th, 


In opening the discussion, Mr. T. B. JOHNSON (Leeds) xij 
that up to the present he had been under the impression ts 
whereas electricity was obviously the best 1neans Of рії. 
a house and providing such small domestic comforts as eo 
tric heaters, ironers, and vacuum cleaners, vet when it cas 
to heating, gas was more economical. The Fuel HRe-ar. 
Board recently published a table showing that the cost o 
100,000) B. Tn. U. with gas at 4s. 9d. per thousand feet ws 
lod. per thousand; and with electricity at ЭЧ. a unit х 
58d. That was six times as much for electricity as for zə- 
They did not want to go too far in recommending electric: 
if there was a better way. When they wanted a fire for. 
short time only, they could get the gas fire at а smits r 
heat much more quickly than they could get an ешт, 
radiator of similar size. If they could get the open frep acc 
completely abolished, the раш from a health point af ve: 
would be enormous. If they must have the coal fire Есе: 
range, he thought that was the means whereby they shuc- 
vet the supply of hot water. He thought the author in A 
Instances had gone too lar in the way of Swing first ae 
and would Jose money in subsequent maintenance., ai 
author proposed to dispense with switch drops, and to peor 
à combined switeh and ceiling rose on the wall near t. 
ceiling level, and to operate the switch by a cord or ns 
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attachment. If that was done, the maintenance costs would 
soon Wipe aut the saving on the twin flexible, which was 
only 40 per cent. on a small sum. The author proposed that 
the supply from house to house of a group should be made 
by means of bare overhead wires. There, too, the initial 
saving would be wiped out by subsequent troubles in main- 
tenance. Where telephone wires were wanted, bare telephone 
wires and bare electric wires did not go together. ‘The author's 
suggestion that a group of houses should be taken, and a 
common charge made on the occupiers, would be quite un- 
workable. When a number of pcople shared one meter, even 
in one firm, there was everlasting troubie in finding out where 
there had been excessive use of current. 

Mr. W. Wraith (Leeas) remarked that the idea of having 
these groups of houses was a very economical one, and ought 
to he applied. He did not agree that an extra charge should 
be made for small domestic apparatus. The electric iron 
and anything of that sort usually took only а very small 
current. Electric heating was not as cheap as fiers were now. 
In his office he had an electric radiator which in the winter 
took two kilowatts to keep the room fairly comfortable the 
whole day. The cost at the old price, 4d., was 8d. for the 
5 whereas a bucket-full of coal at Sd. lasted them two 

ays. | 
Mr. W. H. Brown (Shipley) was dubious as to the desir- 
ability of the hghtly insulated neutral wire, particularly if 
one came across damp cellars or anything of that sort. [t 
was hable to lead to all sorts of trouble. The voltage of the 
neutral was not usually much above earth potential, but he 
had found that in the case of a fault coming on, under certain 
circumstances, there might be a very considerable increase of 
potential between earth and the neutral wire. Having one 
meter for a number of houses might be found quite suitable 
in the majority of cases. He gave a copy of the paper to 
one of his workmen, and asked him to talk the matter over 
with his wife; she thought. this electrically-equipped house 
would be a fine thing if it could only be done; but she said 
that the gentleman who wrote the paper had entirely for- 
gotten about the washing day. They wanted as much hot 
water then as they did for the rest of the week. The woman 
was also up against the idea of having this chemical busi- 
ness," as she called it—the nitrate of soda and that sort of 
thing—when the kiddies were about. 'The question of cost 
came in. Who was to provide this electrical tackle? 

Mr. Davipson (Leeds) said the cost of wiring with twin 
wires for a heating plug was given as about 18s.; the cost 
of a moderately good coiabined switch plug to-day, without 
апу wiring or anything else, was in the region of 18s. Only 
a few days before, he had to cost up 500 houses on one estate. 
Those houses were to be wired in screwed tube, with C.M.A. 
cable, complete with opal shades and lamps, and the prices 
as they worked out were: For a seven-light house, lighting 
only, £32 5s.; 8 lights, £25 10s.; s lights in blocks of four, 
£29 10s. per house. The variation in those prices was due 
to the cost of interconnecting mains. The supply authority 
proposed to put in one service for each pair of houses, and 
one service for blocks of four, and it was suggested to inter- 
connect Inside by 7/16 mains. Those were the lowest prices 
at which the work could be carried out. Cleat wiring he 
did not agree with at all; after the houses had been occupied 
a Week, the wires in the kitchen would be used for hanging 
up the clothes, and the cost in repairs would be very heavy. 
The lamps should be fairly high, and probably in. the. living 
room should be suspended by a tube rather than a flexible 
cord. It was desirable that there should be & separate meter 
for cach honse; it would encourage people to use special 
apparatus such as washing machines, irons, and so on, if they 
could afford them. It was also very desirable to put in a very 
good tvpe of switeh, and that switch should be earthed. The 
average cost of a house was in the region of £1,000, and if £20 
to £25 of that was spent on electric lighting it was a very low 
figure. The cost of an oven with hot plates suitable for the 
Yorkshire wife was considerably bigher than the cost of the 
chimnevs in the house, which the author gave as £25. 

Mr. INNES (Leeds) asked what the author took as the cost 
—the net cost to the contractor. or the cost to the builder?— 
Mr. MILNE replied that the cost was the price that the con- 
tractor would charge, and provided for his establishment 
charges and profit, for which a provision of 20 per cent. 
was made. Mr. Innes observed that dealing with it from 
that point of view, in cloese-joint conduit with continuity 
fittings, he did not think the author would to-day be able 
to do it at anything approaching the cost he had given. His 
firm was carrying out work at some of those houses. for 
which the cost was given at 29s., including lamps and fittines. 
It worked out at that without lamps and shades, and only the 
cost to themselves. His firm had carried out а good. deal 
of cleat wiring for the Oftice of Works, but were not satisfied 
with it; the Corporation would not allow it except as a tem- 
porary expedient. After it had been done for a short time 
they found the wires sagging in all directions. They could 
considerably cheapen the wiring by the use of a combined 
switch and ceiling rose; it would practically do away with 
Inspection fittings and tees, which were to-day costing more 
than 50 per cent. of the cost of the tubing. As regarded the 
special flexible, the total saving was not a verv serious item 
to put against the danger which would come about throuch 
careless workmen рати thinly- insulated flexibles on the 
live side, or by the owners themselves tinkering with the 


wiring. As regarded working in conjunction with the archi- 
tects and builders, it certainly should be done in every case, 
but it was not, because they often came on to the job very 
much too late. With regard to service, in a block one service 
was quite sufficient as a general rule, in a central position. 
He did not think the running of overhead mains between the 
blocks could be recommended. In many cases they could 
dispense with meters where lighting only was required. Two 
meters ought not to be necessary, И some system of charging 
like the rateable value system was adopted, he thought it 
was certainly the best system. There was a big future for 
electric cooking, once they could educate the public to know 
that they could save actuallv on the food alone in cooking; 
but the people they had to educate in the first instance were 
those who had the money «o pay for the apparatus. 
The people who were building the artisans’ dwellings would 
not be justified in going to the expense of putting electric 
cooking apparatus in. Electric washers were very expensive, 
but no one who had used one would be without one. With 
regard to heating by electricity, the present type of radiator 
got hot within a minute, and he did not think they could 
expect anything quicker than that. For continuous heating 
i& might be more expensive than gas, but for rooms only 
used for short periods, he did not think there was any ques- 
tion about its being economical, provided they could educate 
the people into using it in the proper way. He agreed that 
the best way of getting & hot water supply would be by a 
separately fired boiler, with anthracite or coke, which was 
the most economical method they could find, and would 
probably solve the problem of getting plenty of hot water 
on washing day, as well. The experience he had had of the 
thermal storage system so far was unsatisfactory. For linen 
cupboards a small, low-temperature heater taking about 100 
watts was fairly economical. The people they had to educate 
to the use of electricity first were those who had the 
money to spend on the apperatus, and they were educating 
them in that direction. with very little trouble, for those elec- 
tric helps did away with the dependence on servants, and 
people were becoming more and more converted to their use. 

Mr. H. Moss (Bradford) could not see how a house could 
be wired at £14 in close-joint tubes with continuity fittings. 
Overhead mains were highly satisfactory for distribution from 
house to house when blocks of buildings were being put up 
together; and it was far cheaper than running supply mains 
through basements in a row of houses. He had been con- 
nected with installations. where they had adopted overhead 
mains, cheapening the cost considerably. The wires could 
he put out of the way by running on the backs of the houses, 
and would be far more out of sight than if rin along the 
chiuneys. [n a case he had in mind there were telephone 
wires; there had been an electric supply for the last ten 
vears, and he had never heard yet of any difficulty arising 
through the telephone wires coming in contact with the 
lighting wires. Every customer should рау for what he used, 
and must have a meter. There were numbers of consumers 
who would buy these meters outright rather than pay the 
rental year after year. In the paper the use of all kinds of 
electric apparatus was advocated: they would have to have 
separate meters and let those people who used electric radiators 
and irons pay for what they used. When the author came 
to suggest that a 9-light installation could be put in for £7, 
an average cost of 16s. 9d. ner light, and that radiator plugs 
should be put in for 188. per point, he thought it was im- 
possible to put in wiring that would pass any regulations for 
that figure. 45 per plug was a common price to-day for 
radiator plugs in houses, and he did not see how they were 
going to reduce that price. The smallest radiator it was safe 
to wire for was a two-unit. They must have cables to suit, a 
switch of ample capacity, a suitable plug. and separate fuses. 
It would be a long time before thev got electricity adopted 
universally for heating and cooking in artisans’ dwellings. 

Mr. ADAMS observed that gas or electricity had to be put 
m: the electric installation would be more expensive, but 
the cost of the gas installation should be taken off that. With 
regard to co-operation with the architects in building, if they 
would put wood plugs in and make the runs properly they 
would considerably reduce the cost in tubing, and tubing 
would quite easily be put in if all the runs were made out. 
As regarded the leading-in wires, the overhead proposal had 
great weaknesses in the wav of faults and leakage. Would 
not it be better to have some systein of block wiring, similar 
to that which the Post Office used at the present time in a 
large building? The supply was brought up to a pot head 
outside and branched off to the various offices. А flat rate 
would undoubtedly lead to extravagance. If £95 would h^ 
saved bv not making chimneys, an electric installation could 
be put in for that, therefore why economise on the installa- 
tion? If they put electric installations in which appeared 
to he cheap bnt were not cheap, and did not last, they would. 
do harm to the electrical trade. y^ 

Mr. Pickerscinn (Cleckheaton) said the Council at Cleck- 
heaton expected to put up 300 houses on the garden tity. 
plan. 'The question of wiring the houses and how the service. 
was to be run was rather a moot point. Going in from the 
сҺиппеу points did not Sein to him to be feasible so far 
as their area was concerned, owing to the sulphur and acids 
in the air which carne up from the dveworks. The wires 
would soon be corroded. One inan quoted him 45 a light 
to-do about 40 lights. in a motor garage. He got. it done for. 


ST PS —? — TPP SS SETS SE SSE NS 


134 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 86. No. 2,219, JUNB 4, 1999, 


32s. per light, twin lead-covered wire, and a good job too. 
Five years ago they could wire for £1 a light. They were 
coming now and wanting £3 a light. They all knew the 
cost of material had gone up, but it had not gone up as much 
as the wages and the drop in the amount of work done for 
the money. Until they could get the workman to do more 
work in the time, now that he had got his hours lowered, 
thev could not reduce the cost. 

Mr. Rep (Morley) said he was connected with the housing 
scheme at Morley, and he would like to point out that the 
most important question had not been touched upon at all 
in that discussion. The Housing Commissioner was the most 
extraordinary barrier to progress. He found that they had 
got gas in for £12 for a seven-point installation. Unless an 
electric installation was going to compete with that, he thought 
it would be almost hopeless to induce the Housing Commis- 
sioner to uccept it at all. He would propose to bring the 
wires to the eaves of the buildings, which were mostly about 
15 ft. € in. from the floor level, and then lead theim down 
to the first-floor level, and take them below the ceiling level 
through the wall, put the replacement fuses there and the 
meter, and from there take the wires through the under- 
drawing, and for the ground floor drop ceiling roses at the 
varjous points required. The other points on the first floor, 
for the bedrooms, might be on the wall sides like as brackets, 
and the only switches in the building would be the replace- 
ment fuses and a switch at each lampholder or the ordinary 
kev switch. Some vears ago he installed lamps with cord 
attachments to operate them from the ceiling rose, and they 
proved a complete failure, even with rod attachments. For 
the bedroom lights there might be, in place of the key switch, 
ordinary light dimmers or resistances with the combined 
switch arrangement mounted on the wall-bracket base or on un 
common plug, which would reduce the cost considerably. Re- 
garding the cost of doing away with chimneys, he did not 
agree with the author. The average artisan was educated to 
use the ordinary grate and get plenty of hot water from the 
ordinary fire and set pot. Regarding gas-heated gevsers, three 
of them were installed at a hospital in Morley, and they were 
never satisfactory. With regard to cooking apparatus, he did 
not think those would come in, although he had installed 
quite a number some twelve years ave at Calcutta. amongst 
а community educated to the use of electricity, They were 
not of the artisan type, and they proved quite a success. 
Open cleat wiring was also a success, and if they could install 
that in a place like Calcutta where the climate was very 
damp and the walls got damp, it should suit any other climate. 
There were practically no fires from cleat wiring: they used 
to use cleat wiring and tapeless cable manufactured by the 
General Electric Со.. and they all proved quite successful. 

Mr. Jessop (Bradford) said with regard to the author's 
suggestion to use switches and ceiling roses combined, or 
fixed together, he had fixed thousands of them in factories. 
and had some thousands under maintenance at the present 
time: he found that those switches would last four or five 
years without any maintenance. That was the usual Wads- 
worth Tucker fish-tail {уре with a couple of chains attached. 
In addition, he liked to put an additional chain on to hold 
the weight of the lamp, and he did not see апу objection to 
using that in an artisan's dwelling. The artisan had been 
accustomed to going to the gas and turning on a tap. Re- 
lieve him of the match, but give him the tap, and he thought 
еу would make а good job there. With regard to colla- 
borating with the architect, he thought if they did that, con- 
tractors would find that it would cost them more, because the 
architect would put a condition in the contract that as the 
building was going along thev would have to send a man 
to put in the plugs for the switches. If he put it on to the 
builder, the builder was going to charge an exorbitant price. 
because in turn he had to turn it over to his bricklaver and 
leave him to measure out the exact position and put it in. 
they had had to do it for some architects, and had to have 
a man on the job watching the bricklaver. With regard to 
metering, there was one svstem that had not been dealt. with 
—the lighting of these artisons’ dwellings from А.С. supply, 
using a condenser for limiting the current. He had had 
opportunities of inspecting some houses which had been done 
on that system, and with a charge of 6d. per week the com- 
pany supplying electricity made a profit. The house had five 
or six lights, with 50-c.p, lamps in the living rooms and 30-c.r. 
in the bedrooms. which he thought was equal to what they 
got with the ordinary incandescent gas. In those houses thev 
had a considerable saving in the charges for meters. He had 
asked one of the ladies resident in the houses, an ordinary 
workingman's house. if she was satisfied with the light, he- 
cause he thought а 50-c.p lamp would not be sufticient. She 
said that she was quite satisfied, and preferred the light far 
above gas. The wiring for that could be done almost entirely 
with single wiring. simply running a single wire in series 
round the whole of the house. Instead of being switched out 
the lights were short-circuited. Thev could put in a good 
quality wire, and certainly the cost of seven lights including 
4 condenser. reasonable shades, and lamps, would not come 
to over 410 10s. for à seven-light installation. For p.c. supply 
he did not see why а reasonable current limiter should not 
he used instead of a meter, that would limit the supply, say, 
to two 50-c.P. or one 50-c.P. and two 25-c.p. lamps. 

Mr. Firta (Des iburv) supported the too speakers v ho 
had mentioned the question of comparison of costs with gas 


and the question of the Health Commissioner or Building 
Commissioner. In Dewsbury there were probably two hun. 
dred houses to be built, and they had come on the scene after 
the prices had been fixed. They had to compete against 
12s. od. per point for gas. The lowest figure came out at about 
25s. per light. 

Replying to the discussion, Mr. MILNE agreed that gas was 
more economical than electricity for heating, but he did not 
think the question of economy in running cost was of any 
unportance whatever as regarded the heating of such rooms 
as bedrooms, where the heating would possibly be used for 
one night in the year. He did not think that they could 
advocate the electrical heating of rooms that were in constant 
use. The important point was that if they used gas they 
must have flues, and practically did not save anything at all 
on their building, and they had to provide gas stoves for 
the bedrooms. An electric stove could be carted in when it 
was wanted, hired from the landlord, and fixed without any 
noise or fuss at all. They could not do that with a gas stove, 
it must be permanently fixed and bought and paid for by 
the landlord. He did not think the maintenance would be 
at all heavy if the scheme was carried out in its complete 
form, for the reason that none of the wiring was within hand- 
reach, and if à cleat wire was run along a ceiling it was not 
going to be touched except maliciously. Of all the small 
economies that he had suggested, the one that effected the 
largest saving was the doing-away with the switch drops. 
That saved an enormous amount of labour. They should 
spend money in the factory, and not on the job. One or 
two speakers had suggested that the thing was not safe. 
Experience was against that. He could not find that anv 
speaker had ever brought forward at any of the meetings 
they had had a suggestion that a fire had been coinciden: 
with the development of a fault on a system, and eurely that 
must have happened if the want of insulation on the neutral 
side was & danger. In nine installations out of ten the 
insulation on the neutral side of a three-wire distribution was 
practically nil, and when they had to put a neutral side on 
to an outer, they blew fuses time after time. Artisan dwel- 
lings had no cellars at all. Those who had had experience 
of overhead systems in villages did not find that their hare 
services were a heavy cost for maintenance. In some case: 
it might be advisable to run under the eaves and not on the 
chimneys, and, indeed, in some cases to run through the fals 
roofs of the houses. Each case would have to be dealt with 
on its own merits. If thev looked at the figures which he 
had suggested for hot water they would find that very fair 
provision was made for ordinary washing. When he started 
his paper he thought that the electrical heating of water wa. 
not a commercial proposition at all. He was astonished te 
find that the electrical heating of hot water was cheaper than 
а separately-run anthracite stove for a small house, and als 
cheaper than a gas gevser if they provided a pilot burner. 
If they cut out the pilot burner it was not, but then thes 
had not got anything like the facilities. If one made a 
comparison between the two. they must make it with a ga: 
geyser fitted with a pilot burner, and he had found to hr: 
astonishment that the gas-heated geyser was dearer than an 
electrical heater. This subject of heating water merited 
very much greater consideration than had been given to it at 
present. The figure of 18s. per point for wiring plug points 
was perfectly sound for the time at which it was given—last 
autumn. It had to go up because wages had risen, and 
material had risen a little. It was based on the twin wire 
that he was suggesting. It would cost a bit more if it was 
run in a tube or casing or even lead-covered wire. Не had 
allowed for a bed-room, which was a very small room, 1 KW. 
and in the scullery, where cooking might go on, 2 KW., and 
taking the average price all round, it worked out at 18s. per 
point, providing 20 per cent. for contractors’ establishment 
charges and profit. He did not include in that price the 
control apparatus of the stove. The prices given for the cest 
of screwed tube were considerably above his figures. They 
pointed to the importance of introducing some cheaper form 
of wiring if they were going to get this work at all. If they 
had to charge anything like £22 to £29 for wiring an artisan 
dwelling to-day for lighting onlv, they would not get it. 
The landlord, it seemed to him, should bear the cost of cook- 
ing apparatus, just as he bore the cost of a coal range, if a 
range was put into the house. He had found in village sup- 
plies for which he was responsible that in some cases where 
a fixed charge was being made there had been gross extrava 
gance. That sort of thing would have to be stopped. The 
svstem he proposed was not going to be unsightly; the wire 
was about half the diameter of a pencil. run on small cleats 
clase un to the ceiling. Tt would be very inconspicuous indeed. 
and distempering would not do anv harm. The figure gen 
bv Mr. Reid of the cost of the gas installation of seven lichts 
at 128. per light showed that if they adopted one of thor 
cheap forms they could cut under that price easily. Of that 
he was convinced. The proposition they wanted to put for- 
ward was this: that they could provide the whole advantage- 
of an electricallv-eauipped house, and save. топеу on tbe job. 
Thev could cover the whole cost of their electrical installation 
hv the saving which they effected in the buildings. When 
thev came to 1.000 or 500 houses of the same pattern. it was 
worth their while to go carefullv into the plan with the 
architect and fix the positions in which they wanted ther 
fixing blocks. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, 


The ‘‘Ibsco’’ Battery Steamer and Still. 


A simple combined pure water condensing still and genera- 
tor for steaming the interior. of pitch-sealed accumulators 
preliminary to opening them out for inspection has recently 
been introduced by the Batmey-Drake Co., of 1,120, South 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, U.S.A. The now large and almost 
universal use of electrically-started and lighted motor vehicles 
indicates that there is a corresponding scope for apparatus 
of this kind, at least in garages where motor vehicles are 
stored and maintained in running order. 


at a speed of 3,000 R. P. u., and is directly connected with a 
1.000-K W., 3,000-volt, three-phase, 30-cycle alternator. The 
power factor is .5, and the alternator will maintain a 
25 per cent. overload for two hours without excessive heating. 
The conductor insulating tubes are of micanite moulded on 
to the coil. The complete coil is pushed through the slots 
from one end, and for this purpose one end of the coil is 
left straight. To prevent any movement of the conductors 
or coils heavy metal clamps with spacing blocks are placed 
round the windings. "The rotor is one solid forging which 
gives it great mechanical strength. The rotor winding is 


Fic. 1.—TuHe ‘‘Ispsco’’ BATTERY STEAMER AND 


As will be seen from the accompanying illustration (fig. 1) 
the apparatus consists of a cast-metal base for a Bunsen gas 
or other burner, a generator, 18 in. by 10 in., with taps and 
pipes for leading into the vent plug holes of the respective 
cells for softening the pitch preparatory to exposing the 
plates, and superimposed under a cover a coil-still made up 
of 5 ft. of 3 in. soft copper tube, the combined generator and 
still being 21 in. high. The details are of 14 gauge seamless 
spun aluminium and brass. A low-pressure safety valve and 
level gauge glass are fitted, and provision made for hand- 
feeding the generator by connecting it up to a service supply. 
There is also a load from the still as an outlet for the dis- 
tilled steam-water into a glass vessel. The weight of the 
apparatus ranges from 8 to 12 lb. Four varieties are made, 
viz., with combined steamer and still as illustrated, (2) auto- 
matic steamer without still, (3) steamer and still not auto- 
matic, and (4) the steamer only. 


A Patent Electric Riveter. 


The advantages possessed by the electric riveter over the 
pneumatic and hydraulic types are many and varied. Among 
them may be mentioned the absence of auxiliary apparatus, 
and the sinall power consumption leading to reduced costs. 
The Mapa ENGINEERING Co., Lrp., 12, Bevington Hill, Liver- 
pool, are the makers of the " Remca,’’ a very compact and 
efficient riveting machine shown in fig. 2. Referring to 
the illustration, A is a magnet with a plunger B attached to the 
end of which are side plates bearing three rollers. When 
the circuit switch is closed the plunger is attracted into the 
magnet, and the rollers are drawn back along a slide c, and 
the top roller forces a cast steel lever upwards, causing it 
to rotate about a pin F. The opposite end of the lever pushes 
down the riveting ram F, to which is attached the top die 
for forming the rivet head. When the power is switched off 
the moving parts are returned to their original position hy 
means of springs. Tests have shown that a Win, iron rivet 
can be snapped up with a current of 16 amps. at 230 volts 
D.C. in 3 seconds. This means that one B.O.T. unit is sufti- 
cient for 300 of such rivets. 


A G.E.C. Turbine driven Alternator. 


Among the plant installed at the  Berthlwyd Colliery, 
Gowerton. by the GENERAL Etrctric Co., Ітр., was the new 
turbine-driven alternator shown in fig. 3. The turbine runs 


STILL. 


Fic. 2.—‘‘ REANC M Patent ELECTRIC RIVETER. 


made up of coils which are completely shaped before they 
are embedded in slots milled out of the solid drum. The 
turbine, of compact design, is of the impulse type, and the 


Fic. 3.—G.E.C. TUvRBINE-DRIVEN ALTERNATOR. 


exhaust steam is dealt with by a Cole, Marchent & Morley 
condenser, The circulating and air pumps are driven by a 
3,000-volt, 50-cycle, 3-phase '' Witton’ motor of 55 B. H. p. 


A New Squirrel-cage Rotor. 


Referring to the description of their new rotor in our issue 
of May 14th, Messrs. Higgs Brothers write pointing out that 
thev Jeft the address there given some vears ago; the correct 
address is Sand Pits and Summer Hill Street, Birmingham. 
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328. per light, twin lead-covered wire, and a good job too. 
Five years ago they could wire for £1 a light. They were 
coming now and wanting £3 a light. They all knew the 
cost of material had gone up, but it had not gone up as much 
us the wages and the drop in the amount of work done for 
the money. Until they could get the workman to do more 
work in the time, now that he had got his hours lowered, 
they could not reduce the cost. 

Mr. Бир (Morley) said he was connected with the housing 
scheme at Morley, and he would like to point out that the 
most impertant question had not been touched upon at all 
in that discussion. The Housing Commissioner was the most 
extraordinary barrier to progress. He found that they had 
got gas in for £12 for a seven-point installation. Unless an 
electric installation was going to compete with that, he thought 
it would be almost hopeless to induce the Housing Commis- 
sioner to accept it at all. He would propose to bring the 
wires to the eaves of the buildings, which were mostly about 
15 ft. € in. from the floor level, and then lead them down 
to the first-floor level, and take them below the ceiling level 
through the wall, put the replacement fuses there and the 
meter, and from there take the wires through the under- 
drawing, and for the ground floor drop ceiling roses at the 
varjous points required. The other points on the first floor, 
for the bedrooms, might be on the wall sides like gas brackets. 
and the onlv switches in the building would be the replace- 
ment fuses and a switch at each lampholder or the ordinary 
kev switch. Some wears ago he installed lamps with cord 
attachments to operate them from the ceiling rose, and they 
proved a complete failure, even with rod attachments. For 
the bedroom lights there might be, in place of the key switch, 
ordinary light dimmers or resistances with the combined 
switch arrangement mounted on the wall-bracket base or on а 
common plug, which would reduce the cost considerably. Re- 
garding the cost of doing away with chimneys, he did not 
agree with the author. The average artisan was educated to 
use the ordinary grate and get plenty of hot water from the 
ordinary fire and set pot. Regarding gas-heated yevsers, three 
of them were installed at a hospital in Morley, and they were 
never satisfactory. With regard to cooking apparatus, he did 
not think those would come in, although he had installed 
quite a number some twelve years age at Calcutta, amongst 
а community educated to the use of electricity. They were 
not of the artisan type, and they proved quite à success. 
Open cleat wiring was also a success, and if they could install 
that in a place like Calcutta where the climate was very 
damp and the walls got damp, it should suit any other climate. 
There were practically no fires from cleat wiring; they used 
to use cleat wiring and tapeless cable manufactured һу the 
General Electric Co., and they all proved quite successful. 

Mr. Jessop (Bradford) said with regard to the author's 
suggestion to use switches and ceiling roses combined, or 
fixed together, he had fixed thousands of them in factories, 
and had some thousands under maintenance at the present 
time; he found that those switches would last four or five 
years without any maintenance. ‘That was the usual Wads- 
worth Tucker fish-tail type with a couple of chains attached. 
In addition, he liked to put an additional chain on to hold 
the weight of the lamp, and he d!d not see any objection to 
using that in an artisan's dwelling. The artisan had been 
accustomed to going to the gas and turning on a tap. Re— 
lieve him of the match, but give him the tap, and he thought 
they would make a good job there. With regard to colla- 
borating with the architect, he thought if they did that, con- 
tractors would find that it would cost them more, because the 
architect would put a condition in the contract that as the 
building was going along they would have to send a man 
to put in the plugs for the switches. If he put-it on to the 
builder, the builder was going to charge an exorbitant price, 
because in turn he had to turn it over to his bricklayer and 
leave him to measure out the exact position and put it in. 
they had had to do it for some architects, and had to have 
а man on the job watching the bricklaver. With regard to 
metering, there was one system that had not been dealt with 
—the lighting of these artisons’ dwellings from А.С. supply. 
using a condenser for limiting the current. He had had 
opportunities of inspecting some houses which had been done 
on that system, and with a charge of 6d. per week the com- 
pany supplying electricity made а profit. The house had five 
or six lights, with 50-c.r. lamps in the living rooms and C. p. 
in the bedrooms, which he thought was equal to what they 
got with the ordinary incandescent gas. In those houses thev 
had a considerable saving in the charges for meters. He had 
asked one of the ladies resident in the houses, an ordinary 
workingman's house. if she was satisfied with the light, be— 
cause he thought a 50-c.r. lamo would not be sufficient. She 
said that she was quite satisfied, and preferred the light far 
above gas. The wiring for that could be done almost entirely 
with single wiring, simply running a single wire in series 
round the whole of the house. Instead of being switched out 
the lights were short-circuited. They could put in a good 
quality. wire, and certainly the cost of seven lights including 
a condenser. reasonable shades, and [amps, would not cone 
to over £10 10s. for a seven-light installation. For r.c. supply 
he did not see why a reasonable current limiter should not 
be used instead of a meter, that would limit the supply, say, 
to two 50-C. p. or one 50.c.P. and two BC. p. lamps. 

Mr. Frata (Des bur) supported the two speakers who 
had mentioned the question of comparison of costa with gas 


and the question of the Health Commissioner or Buildinz 
Commissioner. In Dewsbury there were probably two hun- 
dred houses to be built, and they had come on the scene after 
the prices had been fixed. They had to compete against 
128. od. per point for gas. The lowest figure came out at about 
25s. per light. 

Replying to the discussion, Mr. MILNE agreed that gas was 
more egonomical than electricity for heating, but he did not 
think the question of economy in running cost was of any 
Importance whatever as regarded the heating of such rooms 
as bedroonis, where the heating would possibly be used for 
one night in the year. He did not think that they could 
advocate the electrical heating of rooms that were in constant 
use. The important point was that if they used gas they 
must have flues, and practically did not save anything at ail 
on their building, and they had to provide gas stoves for 
the bedrooms. An electric stove could be carted in when it 
was wanted, hired from the landlord, and fixed without any 
noise or fuss at all. They could not do that with a gas stove, 
it must be permanently fixed and bought and paid for by 
the landlord. He did not think the maintenance would be 
at all heavy if the scheine was carried out in its complete 
form, for the reason that none of the wiring was within hand- 
reach, and if a cleat wire was run along a ceiling it was not 
going to be touched except maliciously. Of all the small 
economies that he had suggested, the one that effected the 
largest saving was the doing-away with the switch drops. 
That saved an enormous amount of labour. They should 
spend money in the factory, and not on the job. One or 
two speakers had suggested that the thing was not safe. 
Experience was against that. He could not find that апу 
speaker had ever brought forward at апу of the meetings 
they had had а suggestion that a fire had been coincident 
with the development of a fault on a system, and surely that 
must have happened if the want of insulation on the neutral 
side was & danger. In nine installations out of ten the 
insulation on the neutral side of a three-wire distribution was 
practically nil, and when they had to put a neutral side on 
to an outer, they blew fuses time after time. Artisan dwel- 
lings had no cellars at all. Those who had had experience 
of overhead systems in villages did not find that their barc 
services. were a heavy cost for maintenance. In some case: 
it might be advisable to run under the eaves and not on the 
chimnevs, and, indeed, in some cases to run through the false 
roofs of the houses. Each case would have to be dealt with 
on its own merits. If they looked at the figures which he 
had suggested for hot water they would find that very fair 
provision was made for ordinary washing. When he started 
his paper he thought that the electrical heating of water was 
not a commercial proposition at all. He was astonished to 
find that the electrical heating of hot water was cheaper than 
a separatelv-run anthracite stove for a small house, and also 
cheaper than a gas gevser if they provided a pilot burner. 
If they cut out the pilot burner it was not, but then thev 
had not got anything like the facilities. If one made a 
comparison between the two. they must make it with a gas 
gevser fitted with a pilot burner, and he had found to his 
astonishment that the gas-heated gevser was dearer than an 
electrical heater. This subject of heating water merited 
very much greater consideration than had been given to it at 
present. The figure of 18s. per point for wiring plug points 
was perfectly sound for the time at which it was given—last 
autumn. It had to go up because wages had risen, and 
material had risen a little. It was based on the twin wire 
that he was suggesting. It would cost a bit more if it was 
run in a tube or casing or even lead-covered wire. He had 
allowed for a bed-rooin, which was a very small room, 1 KW.: 
and in the scullerv, where cooking might go on, 2 KW., and 
taking the average price all round, it worked out at 18s. per 
point, providing 20 per cent. for contractors’ establishment 
charges and profit. He did not include in that price the 
control apparatus of the stove. The prices given for the cost 
of screwed tube were considerably above his figures. They 
Pointed to the importance of introducing some cheaper form 
of wiring if they were going to get this work at all. If the 
had to eharge anything like £22 to £29 for wiring an artisan 
dwelling today for lighting onlv, they would not get it. 
The landlord, it seemed to him, should bear the cost of cook- 
ing apparatus, just as he bore the cost of a coal range, if a 
range was put into the house. He had found in village sup- 
plies for which he was responsible that in some cases where 
a fixed charge was being made there had been gross extrava- 
gance. That sort of thing would have to be stopped. The 
system he proposed was not going to be unsightly; the wire 
was about half the diameter of a pencil. run on small cleats 
close un to the ceiling. It would be verv inconspicuous indeed, 
and distempering would not do anv harm. The figure civen 
һу Mr. Reid of the cost of the vas installation of seven lights 
at 128. per light showed that if they adopted one of those 
cheap forms they could cut under that price easily. Of that 
he was convinced. The proposition they wanted to put for- 
ward was this: that they could provide the whole advantages 
of an electrically-eauipped house, and save- monev on the job. 
Thev cculd cover the whole cost of their electrical installation 
bv the saving which thev effected in the buildings. When 
they came to 1.000 or 500 houses of the same pattern, it was 
worth their while to go carefully into the plan with the 
architect and fix the positions in which they wanted their 
fixing blocks. 
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NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
if considered of sufficient interest, 


The ‘‘Ibsco’’ Battery Steamer and Still. 


A simple combined pure water condensing still and genera- 
tor for steaming the interior. of pitch-sealed accumulators 
preliminary to opening them out for inspection has recently 
been introduced by the BAUEWY-DRAKE Co., of 1,120, South 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, U.S.A. The now large and almost 
universal use of electrically-started and lighted motor vehicles 
indicates that there is a corresponding scope for apparatus 
of this kind, at least in garages where motor vehicles are 
stared and maintained in running order. 
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Fig. 1.—Tue ‘‘Ipsco’’ BATTERY STEAMER AND STILL. 


As will be seen from the accompanying illustration (fig. 1) 
the apparatus consists of a cast-metal base for a Bunsen gas 
or other burner, a generator, 18 in. by 10 in., with taps and 
pipes for leading into the vent plug holes of the respective 
cells for softening the pitch preparatory to exposing the 
plates, and superimposed under a cover a coil-still made up 
of 5 ft. of 3 in. soft copper tube, the combined generator and 
still being 21 in. high. The details are of 14 gauge seamless 
spun aluminium and brass. A low-pressure safety valve and 
level gauge glass are fitted, and provision made for hand- 
feeding the generator by connecting it up to a service supply. 
There is also a load from the still as an outlet for the dis- 
tilled steam-water into a glass vessel. The weight of the 
apparatus ranges from 8 to 12 lb. Four varieties are made, 
viz., with combined steamer and still as illustrated, (2) auto- 
matic steamer without still, (3) steamer and still not auto- 
matic, and (4) the steamer only. 


A Patent Electric Riveter. 


The advantages possessed by the electric riveter over the 
pneumatic and hydraulic types are many and varied. Among 
them may be mentioned the absence of auxiliary apparatus, 
and the small power consumption leading to reduced costs. 
The Mapa ENGINEERING Co., Lrp., 12, Bevington Hill, Liver- 
pool, are the makers of the “ Remca," a very compact and 
efficient riveting machine shown in fig. 2. Referring to 
the illustration, A is a magnet with a plunger B attached to the 
end of which are side plates bearing three rollers. When 
the circuit switch is closed the plunger is attracted into the 
magnet, and the rollers are drawn back along a slide c, and 
the top roller forces a cast steel lever upwards, causing it 
to rotate about a pin ғ. The opposite end of the lever pushes 
down the riveting ram F, to which is attached the top die 
for forming the rivet head. When the power is switched off 
the moving parts arc returned to their original position by 
means of springs. Tests have shown that a &-in. iron rivet 
сап be snapped up with a current of 16 amps. at 230 volts 
D.C. in 3 seconds. This means that one B.O.T. unit is sufti- 
dent for 300 of such rivets. 


A G.E.C. Turbine driven Alternator. 


Among the plant installed at the  Berthlwyd Colliery, 
Gowerton. by the GENERAL. ELN Co., LTD., was the new 
turbine-driven alternator shown in fig. 3. The turbine runs 


at a speed of 3,000 R. P. u., and is directly connected with а 
1,000-KW., 3,000-volt, three-phase, 30-cycle alternator. Тһе 
power factor is .%, and the alternator will maintain a 
25 per cent. overload for two hours without excessive heating. 
The conductor insulating tubes are of micanite moulded on 
to the coil. The complete coil is pushed through the slots 
from one end, and for this purpose one end of the coil is 
left straight. To prevent any movement of the conductors 
or coils heavy metal clamps with spacing blocks are placed 
round the windings. The rotor is one solid forging which 
gives it great mechanical strength. The rotor winding is 


Fic. 2.— REficA PATENT ELECTRIC RIVETER. 


made up of coils which are completely shaped before they 
are embedded in slots milled out of the solid drum. The 
turbine, of compact design, is of the impulse type, and the 


Fic. 3.—G.E.C. TURBINE-DRIVEN ALTERNATOR. 


exhaust steam is dealt with bv a Cole, Marchent & Morley 
condenser, The circulating and air pumps are driven by a 
3,000-volt, cycle, 3-phase '' Witton ° motor of 55 B. H. p. 


A New Squirrel-cage Rotor. 


Referring to the description of their new rotor in our issue 
of May 14th, Messrs. Higgs Brothers write pointing out that 
they Jeft the address there given some vears ago; the correct 
address ie Sand Pits and Summer Hill Street, Birmingham. 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED,) ыш 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. SEFTON-JONES, O' DEL. AND 
STEPHENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


13,487. Electric distributing systems." F. A. Ross. May 17th. 
13,490. *' Variable electrical resistance.“ W. MANN. May l7th. 


13.491. “ Electric motor controlling switchgear.” C. C. „GARRARD, M. 
SoLowoN, and W. WILSON. May 17th, ` E 


13,516. “ Protective fuses for electric circuits.“ F. W. Uren. May 17th. 


13,517. Means for detecting and indicating defective sparking plugs." S. 
L. VARVBL. May 17th. 


13,518. Electric switches, Ac. В. Н. LEEBSON and WA. ReEvROLLE & Co. 
May 17th. | 


13,538. Thermionic devices," WESTERN EI. EC TRICE CO. Мау 17th. (United 


States, November Ist, 1916.) А | 

13,552. Spark plugs.” J. Baxrna and A. E. GLASSMAN. May th. 

13,573. " Electrodes.” Cung ExrioRATION. Co, May 17th. (United States, 
January 21st.) - 

13,587. ~ Means for amplifying sounds of receivers or transmitters of tele- 
phones." F. H. GORDELIER. May 17th. 

13.602. Storage and supply of electrical energy.“ F. P. HIARICHr. May 
17th. (Switzerland, May 17th, 1919.) é EM 

13.622. 0 rating-handles of electrical resistance boards, switchboards, 
&c." F. V. BREEDEN and Hocktkv Cuemicar Co. May 18th. 

13,645. * Selecting devices for automati€ "telephone systems.” J. E. 
CoLLvER, E. A. Petitnory and SIEMENS Bros. & Co. May I8th. 


13,670. ** Manufacture of micanite.“ H. HERRMANN. May 181. (France, 
September 29th, 1919.) 


13,671. * Manufacture. of electric insulating material.” Н. HERRMANN. 
May 18th. (France, November 7th, 1919.) А . 

13.672. Electric insulating material and manufacture of same.” H. 
HERRMANN, May 18th. (France, November 8th, 1919.) 


13.673. Electrical collectors, commutators, Kc.“ H. HERRMANN. ` Mav 
18th. (France, October 29th, 1919.) 


13.674. Electrical collectors, commutators, &c., and manufacture of same." 
Н. HERRMANN. May 18th. (France, February 27th.) 


13.675. *' Electric lighting installations." Britis Tuowsos-HovsroN Co. 
(General Electric Co.). May 18th, 

13.602. Apparatus for regulatintt voltage of dvnamo-electric machines.“ 
A. J. Jui. May 18th. (France, April 30th, 1918.) 

13,694. “ High-tension electric depositing-plants.”” SIEMENS-SCHUCKERTWERKE. 
May 18th, (Germany, March 3lst, 1916.) 

13,700. * Electro- magnetic switches," lokasie ETH rie Co. (Cutler— 
Hammer Manufacturing Co.). May 18th, 


13.714. Method of generation of electricity from water turbines.” С, ү, 
LaurH. May 18th. | 


13.721. Electric. faucets.” Н. K. Cover. Мау 18th. i 
13.7438. Electrical plugs.” J. А. Romer. May 19th, 
13.741. Electrical Measuring instruments.“ A. Monknouse. May 19th. 


13.753. Means for anolving electricity to the soil for agricultural pur- 
poses." W. Brax. May 19th. . 


‚ 18,766. ** Sound indicator for protecting users of non-luminous electric heat- 
ing appliances." G. H. Lorrs. May 19th, 

13.767. Electrically-heated articles.“ С. H. Lorrs. May 19th. 

13,775. Electrolytic separation of metals." C. Lancer. May 19th. 

13.780. Electricallv-heated perforator.” A. R. CawrnkLL. Мау 19th. 

13.784. Starting devices for interna- combustion engines." C. SETTER- 
BERG. May 19th. (Sweden, February 10th.) 

13.793. Magnetos." D. V. L. FELLOws. May 19th. 

13.813. Telephone exchange system.“ Western Erectie Co. May 19th. 
(United States, July 22nd, 1918.) й 


13,821. “ Thermionic apparatus." F. A. Сканлм and W. J. Rickerts. 
Мау 19th. 

13.824. Control of electric motors," British ~THomsox-Houstow Co. and 
J. Martin. May 19th. ' 

13.866. Maximum demand controller and load indicator for electric 
power installations." D. F. CAMPRELL and C. C. Gow. May 19th. 

13.839. ** Contrivances for applying metal filament to carrier in electric 
Incandescence lamps," Dr. II. NAHNSEN. SPRENGESTOFF WERKE & Co. May 19th. 
(Germany, August lith, 1919.) 

13.841. * Trunk’ circuits for automatic, &c., telephone systems.” Avro- 
MATIC TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING Со. May 19th. (United Srates, Septem- 
ber 18th, 1919.) 

13.861. Incandescent: gas burners, electric glow lamp holders, Kc.“ А. С, 
Joses, MESSENGER & Sox, and S. P. Stusrs, Мау 20th, 

13,867. * Accumulator cases," H. R. RICHARDSON. May 20th. 


13.873. Electric contacts." J. B. Тесқкк and J. H. Tucker & Co. May 
th. Pie 


13,895. *' Automatic telephone systems.“ D. А. CHRISTIAN and SIEMENS 
Bros. & Co. May 20th. 


13.305 /6. * Duplex electric welding machines," J. LEDWINKA. May 20th. 

13.909. ies for clectrically welding automobile bodies, &.“ J. Lo- 
W INKA. Mav 20th. 

13.912. Transformers." J. LEDWINKA, May 20th. 

14.913. Method of electrically Welding galvanised metal sheets, plates, 
&c," J. LEDWINKA. May 20th. 

13.928. Polarised electric bell.“ A. Fisk. Мау 20th, 

13,931. * Systems of electric control.“ Вкітіхн Titossos-HovsroN Co. 
(General Electric Con). Mav 20th. 

13.934. Telegraph and telephone systems," I. Horty. May 20th. 

I. H 7. Eletric switches.“ W. A. Coates and METROPOLITAN-VICKERS 
Fikerricat Co, May 20th, 

13,955, ** Electric accumulators, &c.” 
and G. E. Моор. May 20th. 

13.968. “ Apparatus for detecting or translatins electric impulses.” RADIO 
Communication Co. and J. Scort-Tace vet. May 20th. 

13,969. “ Dynamo-electrie machines.“ P. H. Н. JANTZEN and SIEMENS Bros. 
Рухалмо Works. May 20th. 

14.015. Electric motor car lamps, с” E. G. SANGUINETTI. Mav 21st. 

14.031. Holder for Sparking plugs.“ Burns & Со, J. BYRNE and О. 
Рғстхсн. May 21st, 

14,038. ** Electric signalling means." W., p. Thompson (Soc. Francaise 
Radio- Electrique), Mav 21st, 

14.043. Wireless directional systems." J. Rortwson and R. T. Ssirn. 
Mav 21st, : 

14,00. Non-conducting supports for electrical accumulator plates.“ H. 
Irsee. May 21st, 

14.093. ** Electric heater for liquids." 
Haar). Mav 21st. 

14.09 7. Receiving — electrical undamped continuous oscillations, &.“ 
Svenska RDA THF GET May 21st. Sweden, May 231d. 1919.) 


14.00. * Electrical apparatus for railway signalling." F. Downes and 
Т\рк & Со, Мау 21. 


GREEN WOOD & BarlE T. H. LEITNER 


E. C. R. MARKS (Langguth & 
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P PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


Е ; | 21916. 

13.760. SIGNALLING IN WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY. H. L. d'E. Skipworth, H. A. 
Madge and H. Morris-Airey. — September 27th, 1916. (Complete accepted, 
May 3lst, 1917. Patent sealed, May 3lst, .1917.) 1, 141.) ; 


v 


17,245; "Hicit-teNsION. CONTINUOUS CURRENT DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES, A. 
Bolliger. October 23nd, 1917. (120,883.) . 
| ; | 1919. 


1,433. . ELECTRO-MAGNETIC AUPARATGS FOR urg IN STEERING MOVING VEHICLES. 
J. G. Gray. August 19th, 1919. (142,164.) 
1,991. ELECTRICAL CONNECTIONS, H. Garde and C. 6. Bennett, January 


3.038. CONSTRUCTION OF MAGNETO-ELLCTKIC MACHINES.” С. М. Turner. Janu- 
ary 28th, 1919. (142, 177.) | | 

2.109. SrARKING. PLUGS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. 
and Baynes & Partners, January 28th, 1919. (142,180.) 

2,121. IGNITION AND LOAD CONTROL, FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. W. 
W. Bucher. January 28th, 1919. 142.182.) 

2.216. DYNAMO-BATTERY IGNITION. SYSTEM, E. H. Hocking and A. W. Pear- 
son. January 29th, 1919. (142, 187.) 

2,203. ELECTRICAL SWITCHES. T. W. A. Attwater and Southern Transport 
Co. January 29th, 1919. (142,190.) 

2.204. MAGNETIC CHUCKS AND OTHER MAGNETIC HOLDING-ON DEVICES. A. C. 
Norman and Southern Transport Co. January 29th, 1919. (142,191.) 

2,395. IGNITION DEVICES FOR INTERN AL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. F. A. Smith. 
January 30th, 1919. (142,196.) 

2,996. IGNITION DEVICES FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. Ё. А. Smith. 
January 30th, 1919. (142,197.) 

2.482. Switch contacts. F. J. Gill. January 31st. 1919. (142,199.) 

3.047. ELECTRON DISCHARGE DEVICES. British Thomson-Houston Co. (General 
Electric Co.). February 7th, 1919, (142,207.) 

3,301. ELECTRIC STEP-BY-STEP MECHANISM. C, L. Walker. (142,211.): 

3,724. APPARATUS FOR CONTROLLING THE SUPPLY OF LIMITED QUANTITIES OF 
ELECTRIC ENERGY. M. Аппіпџег. February 14th, 1919. (142,214.) 

3.761. ATTACHMENT TO THE TROLLEY OF OVERHEAD ELECTRIC TRAMS, TRAINS 
AND OTHER ELECTRIC TRACTORS FOR FACILITATING THe REPLACEMENT OF THE TROLLEY 
ON THE WIRE. T. Forsyth. February 15th, 1919. (142,215.) 

3.828. DOWEL FOR ArTACUING FLECTRIC-RELL COVERS, BOX LIDS, AND OTHER 
SIMILAR: PURPOSES. F. E. Wallis and А, E. B. Lloyd. February 17th, 1919. 
(142,217.) 

3.947. SOUND-WAVE CONCENTRATORS. A. Marr. February 18th, 1919. 
(142,218.) | 

4.216. Evectric switcurs. J. A, Crabtree, February 20th, 1919. 142.224.) 

4.217. ELECTRIC SWITCHES. J. A. Crahtree, February 20th, 1919. (142,225.) 

4,488. MULIIPLEXN TELEGRAPHS. G. di L. Pestarini. April 3rd, 1917. 
(123,758.) ; 

3.012. Switches OR APPARATUS FOR CONTROLLING ELECTRIC BATTERIES. Accles 
& Shelvoke and H. Е. Steventon. February 28th, 1919. (142, 232.) 

8. 084. COOLING oF ELECTRIC TRANSFORMERS AND LIKE APPARATUS. British 
Thomson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co.). March Bist, 1919. (142,355) 

8.432. ELECTRIC SWITCHES FOR FLECTRICALLY-DRIVEN COMPRESSING APPARATUS. 
C. Melano (F. Borgarello). April 3rd, 1919. (142,260.) 

8.751. TELEPHONE SYSTEMS. Relav Automatic Telephone Co., L. C. Вургаке 
and Т. М. Inman. April 7th, 1919. (142.265.) 

10.053. PoLYPHASE  ELECTRIC-HEATING FURNACES. E. C. R. Marks (Armour 
Fertiliser Works). April 22nd, 1919. (142,283.) ОА © 

10,096. REGENERATIVE BRAKING SYSTEM FOR ELECTRICALLY-DRIVEN VEHICLES., 
CRANES, AND THE LIKE. K. H. O. Lubeck. April 20th, 1918. (125.988.) 

10.608. PROTECTIVE DEVICES FOR ELECTRICAL DISTRIRUTION SYSTEMS. British 
Thomson-Houston Co. (General Eleviric Co.). April 29th, 1919. (142,292.) - 

10.769. ISSULATOUHS. British Thomson-Houston Co. (General Electric Co.). 
April 30th, 1919. (142,295.) 

13,663. MAGNETIC CORES AND METHOD OF MAKING SAME. B. Ames. May 39th, 
1819. (142,329) 

14.068. ELECTRIC’ RELAYS AND ELECTRIC RELAY CIRCUITS. L. B. Turner. June 
4th, 1919. (142,333.) 

15,047. Inpuction cons. Е. Weaiherill. June 14th, 1919, . (1.42,341.) 

15,369. COUPLING FOR ELECTRIC CONDUITS, ОК FOR TURES, PIPES, SHAFTS, OR 
THE Like. Н. E. Hadwen and H. Willis. June 19th, 1919. (142,343.) 

16.118. ELECTRIC HEATING ELEMENTS, K. Selvatico. June 26th, 1919. 
142,349. 
| ак) ARC-WELDING GENERATORS. Н. Pollock and Т. G. McKay. July 9th, 
1919, (142,363.) 

17,784. PROTECTIVE TRANSFORMER FOR PREVENTING THE PASSAGE OF CURRENTS 
OF DANGEROUSLY HIGH TENSION OVER ELECTRIC-SIGNALLING CIRCUITS. A. Perego. 
July 16th, 1919. (142,367) . 

18,119. METHOD AND APPARATUS ALLOWING A MAGNETO, IN A STATE OF REST. TO 
BE UTILISED FOR STARTING AN ENPLOSION ENGINE, №. Herzmark. April 2nd, 
1919. (141,008.) 

18.829. HIGH-FREQUENCY ELECTRIC-SIGNALLING SYSTEMS. Western Electric Co. 
(Western Electric Co.). July 29th, 1919. (142,371.) 

19,709. TELEGRAPH SYSTEMS. Western Electric Co. (Western Electric Co.). 
August Ith, 1919. (142,375.) 

19.723. MEANS OF ATTACHING THE HANDLE FOR VARYING THE POINT OF IGNITION 
TO THE INTERRUPTER IN ELECTRIC-IGNITION DYNAMOS. Scintilla. September 13th, 
1918. (133.500.) 
19,725. DISTRIBUTORS FOR THE WIGH-VOLTAGE. CURRENT OT MAGNETO-ELECTRIC 
IGNITION MACHINES. Scintilla. October Ist, 1918. (133.292.) 

19,728. POCKET ELECTRIC LAMP. Nurmberger Metall & Lackierwaaren-fabrik 
Vorm. Geb. Bing Akt. Ges. Мау Ist. 1915. (131,294) 

24.618. бЅрлккіхс pies. G. Dubreiul and E. L. Nachon. October 8th. 1919. 

2 > ' » 
„ BAR-WINDINGS FOR ELECTRIC MACHINES. F. Punga and Н. Roos. May 
4th, 1918. (133,961.) 


J. K. White 


A920. 
1,216. Battery ARRANGEMENT кок SMALL  ELECTRICALLY-DRIVEN. VEHICLES. R. 
Slabv. January nd, 1919. (138,072.) 5 
5. 1886. ELECTRIC SWITCHES. J. А. Crabtree, February 20th, 1919. (Divided 
application on 140,180.) (142,430.) 


Е} 


Electrically-driven Battleships.—The super-dreadnought 
Maryland, the fourth battleship of the U.S. Navy to be 
equipped for electrical driving, was launched at Newport 
News, Va., on March 20th last. — This vessel is sister ship 
to the Tennesee, launched in April, and the California, 
launched in November, 1919, at the Mare Island Navy Yard, 
California, and to the New Merico already in commission. 
All four ships are similar in size and equipment. The Ten- 
nessee Was expected to be commissioned last month. 
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SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY. 


Srience states that Dr. Van H. Manning, Director of the U.S. 
Bureau of Mines, has resigned his post to take the position 
of Director of Research with the American Petroleum 
Institute, after 34 years’ service. In his letter of resigna- 
tion he points out that within the last few years it has been 
impossible for many men to remain in Government service ; 
the competition of industry is taking the highly trained men 
of the scientific bureaus at salaries which the Government 
does not pay, or even approach. 

Dr. Fred. G. Cottrell, Assistant Director, has been nomi- 
nated by President. Wilson to fill the vacancy ; his process 
(based on the Lodge process) for precipitating fumes and 
dust is in world-wide use, but he assigned his patents to a 
non-dividend paying body, the Research Corporation, in 
order to encourage scientific research. | 

Prof, E. F. Nichols, of Yale University, has also resigned 
his post, to become the Director of Pure Science in the Nela 
Research Laboratory of the National Lamp Works of the 
General Electric Co., at Cleveland, U.S.A. He remarks 
that “the position offers complete freedom in the choice of 
research problems, and places at my unhampered disposal 


such human and material resources as no university I xnow 
of can at present afford. . . . The heightened oppor- 
tunities of the. new position are in everything else so 
advantageous, that the offer becomes finally irresistible.” 

` Here is matter for earnest thought. Scientific experts 
are being welcomed with open arms—and purses—in the 
industrial world of the United States; the academic 
profession and the Government alike are unable to make it 
worth their while from any point of view to disregard the 
voiceof the charmer. And be it noted that Prof. Nichols 
has a free hand to undertake any research in pure science 
that he thinks fit. This is very significant; it is not, 
however, surprising, for the General Electric Co., U. S. A., 


has proved beyond doubt that pure scientific research pays 


it handsomely. It would, on the other hand, be exceedingly 
gurprising if any firm in this country adopted such a policy. 
We do not say this in a fault-finding spirit ; we know only 
too well that circumstances in the past have not permitted 
of the adoption of so enlightened a policy. There is, 
however, a certain tendency to emphasise the importance of 
industrial research" at the expense of ‘scientific 
research,” а distinction of which we do not altogether 
approve; by ‘the former. is meant research which is 
obviously utilitarian, while by the latter is denoted research 
without an immediate utilitarian objective, research for the 
pure love of research, but obviously “ research” which is 
not scientific is not worthy of the name. 

Returning from this digression, we wish to point out 
that in this country also scientific men are leaving the 
employment of the Government and of teaching institutions 
for appointments in connection with industry. This is an 
excellent thing for industry at the moment; but it is a 
very serious matter for our scientific institutions in the 
present, and for industry in the near future. The teaching 
profession, always underpaid in this country in normal 
times, and now absolutely starved, is in danger of losing 
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its scientific staff, and the students, who were never nearly 
во numerous as now, are in danger of being left without 
competent instructors. What that means to industry is only 
too plain. 

Here again we have to face new conditions, brought about 
by the Great War. Industry now recognises the value of 
scientific training—colleges and universities are in urgent 
need of funds to make good the fall in value of the 
currency, and to provide for larger numbers of students. 
The key to the whole situation is, as usual, a golden one. 
If the universities and colleges are to be in a position to 
supply the demands of industry for scientifically-trained 
men, industry must supply them with the means. It will 
be a profitable investment, and the need is so pressing that 
delay will involve the gravest consequences. 


| IN our last two issues we have published 
Tue шн articles describing, on the опе hand, 
ouse. | 
| experience obtained by the Glasgow 
Corporation electricity department in the use of electricity 
for all domestic purposes—lighting, heating, and cooking 
in two houses, over а period of one year ; and, on the other, 
a complete installation from the source of energy to the 
consuming apparatus in a large country house, which, 
together with the estate cottages and offices, has been 
equipped for “all-electric ” operation. These articles аге of 
exceptional interest at the present time, when the merits of 
electricity are being closely scrutinised and debated by 
unfriendly critics, and are about to be discussed at a special 
meeting of the Institution of Electrica] Engineers. 
Regarding the latter example, it is, of course, somewhat 
exceptional; not many estates have at command 150 fl. p. 
But there are many places where 10 to 20 H.P. could be 
obtained, and this would be ample for most requirements, 
with the aid of a storage battery. What can be done in 
this direction was well shown in the article by Mr. Thomas 
Smith in our issue of August 30th, 1918, in which he gave 
some particulars of 273 water-power electric installa- 
tions carried out in 10 years in Wales by a single firm, 
the power developed ranging from 2 to 27 H.P. Complete 
records are being kept of the operation of this all-electric 
equipment, and we hope that eventually they will be avail- 
able for publication ; we understand that they are extremely 
interesting. 
The former instance, however, is of much wider appli- 
cation, and deserves close study. The author, Councillor 
Denny, states that conclusive confirmation has been 


‘obtained of the fact that the domestic load is better dis- 


tributed throughout the day, and may become far more 
important, than the power load, while if combined 
with the existing load it would greatly improve the load 
factor. 

The advantages gained by the consumer by the use of 
electricity for all purposes are too well known to our readers 
to call for recapitulation here ; they are obtained at a total 
annual cost for energy of £32 to £35 per house, which could 
certainly be reduced, as the author points out, by one-third 
if the domestic load were developed, and would then involve 
no great increase over the cost of coal and gas. We were 
about to say for equivalent service," but this would be 
wrong; coal and gas cannot by any possibility render 
gervice equivalent to that of electricity, but they can, and 
do, introduce an intolerable amount of dirt, dust, labour, 
and pollution of the atmosphere, all of which have to be 
paid for in terms of health and pocket. Could these items be 
accurately costed, we have no doubt at all that the actual 
inclusive cost of the electrical supply would come below 
that of its grimy rivals—or rather, competitors, not rivals. 

As we have said before, paper calculations regarding 
thermal units, &c., are incapable of demonstrating the facts 
in the comparison ; they deal with only one aspect of the 
subject, and they entirely fail to take account of factors 
which cannot be neglected, not least of which is the great 
saving of labour elfected by electrical methods. Public 
opinion does take these factors into account, and there is 
no room for doubt as to its verdict, 


- Last week we commented on the defect 
т of the customary practice in connection 
к with the filling of appointments which 


have been advertised in our pages, and urged that пш. 
cessful applicants ought not to be left in the dark as to the 
result of their applications. We might have mentions 
that some of our advertisers in such cases notify the fact 
that a post has been filled, and courteously convey their 
thanks to those who have answered the advertisement by 
means of an announcement under the heading “ Appoint- 
ments Filled“; but human nature being what it is, the 
thought that our attitude was not altogether disinterested 
might have suggested itself to the cynical reader—if any 
of our readers are cynical. | 

We have, however, found a solution to the problem which 
we hope will commend itself to both advertisers aud appli- 
cants. Our advertisement department has arranged to 
insert, free of charge, notices stating that specified appoint. 
ments have been filled. An announcement to this effect 
appears in our advertising pages to-day, aud in the interests 
of applicants we trust that advertisers will make use of this 
method of closing correspondence, which will involve the 
minimum of effort and expense while, we believe, fully 
meeting the needs of the case. 


ПЕ noiai THE demand of the Imperial College of 
кишш Science and Technology for university 
status ana the power to confer degrees 


was further pressed at a public meeting in London on 
Friday last; the audience consisted mainly of students, and 
several eminent men gave addresses in support of the claim. 
The Imperial College is independent of the University of 
London, but is recognised as a school of the University, ю 
that its students muy take the “internal” degree, It ig 
pointed out that the diplomas of the College, while of 
deservedly high repute, do not carry the same weight asa 
University degree, which is recognised as a “ hall-mark,” 
and has a commercíal value. 

It cannot be denied that there is room for more than one 
University in London ; three or four universities would not 
be too many for a population of seven millions. But what 
is a university, and what is the meaning of a university 
degree * It is not now given to any man to study all 
branches of knowledge, and even in a university specialisa- 
tion is inevitable, but at least a university must provide 
instruction in all those subjects which are embraced in a 
liberal education, and afford facilities for the absorption of 
that general culture which is the only sound foundation 
upon which to erect a superstructure of specialised know- 
ledge. Essential elements of that culture are the study of 
mankind, and the polish which is imparted by constant 
association with one’s fellows in the atmosphere inherent to 
a university, where all are equals and comrades. | 

In those functions of a university the Imperial Cullege is 
unquestionably deficient, at present ; it makes no claiu to 
teach the arts,“ or, rather, the ‘* humanities," a term 
which has been falsely arrogated to classical studies, but 
which in truth denotes the highest and most harmonious 
culture of all the human faculties and powers” (Trench, 
On the Study of Words). We are not finding fault with the 
College on this score; on the contrary, we have the Ме 
admiration and respect for it as a truly Imperial College of 
Science and Technology, an institution worthy of ite great 
calling as the scientific focus of the Ешріге. But it is not 
at present organised or equipped to fultil the functions of 8 
university : what guarantee have we that, if endowed with 
authority to confer degrees upon ite alumni, the new 
university will develop itself into a university in fact ав 
well as in name ? 

That is the sole consideration which deters us from 
supporting the claim of the Governing body, the staff, and 
the students. In the absence of that development, the 
College will remain a College, while it becomes a pseudo- 
university, its degrees will be technological diplomas in 
disguise, and its graduates will Jack breadth of culture. 
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THE GLORY OF THE DAY'S WORK. 


by 


Ir is said that Walt Whitman, on seeing some labourers 
returning from their daily toil, exclaimed to his 
friends: ‘‘ Ah, the glory of the day's work, whether 
with hand or brain!“ Whatever may be thought of 
Walt Whitman's poetry, one cannot help feeling that it 
came from his heart; and as, according to an Arab pro- 
verb, he who speaks from the heart speaks ѓо the heart, 
we may be sure that this utterance of his met with a 
ready response from all those who were working heart 
and soul, in any way whatever, to make America the 
great power in the world she is to-day. The greatest 
nation that this world will ever know will be the nation 
that feels in its inmost soul that the day's work, faith- 
fully and conscientiously performed by every one of its 
people, man, woman and child, is indeed a glorious 
thing. This truth must be brought home to every 
worker, from the humblest drudge to the most gifted 
genius, before any nation can become in reality one of 
the Great Powers of the World. 

The great masterpieces of the world are silent wit- 
nesses to the fact that this sense of glory existed in the 
past, and we have only to turn to the Old Testament to 
see that it was '' as a burning fire in the heart of the 
Jewish nation. I may quote as instances the making of 
the Tabernacle, the building of the Temple and the re- 
building of the Wall of Jerusalem. I suppose that in 
England to-day the majority of employers and workers 
would regard as idealistic nonsense the idea of there 
being any glory about the day's work—the idea of work 
for work's sake, for the sake of the prosperity of the 
industry, the prosperity of the country. They have be- 
come more accustomed to Mr. John Masefield's '' ring 
о’ roses point of view: Men work to get enough to 
eat, &o that they may have strength to work to get 
enough to eat." Yet this glory has not really departed, 
any more than the sun departs from the heavens during 
a dense fog or a thunderstorm. It shone clear and un- 
dimmed during the, war, although darkness lias returned 
to the national soul since. 

There is no sentiment in business we are told by 
both employers and employed, but then most popular 
catchwords are either fallacies or half-truths. We can- 
not айога to disregard the spiritual factor in industry 
ur anything else, for it is the vital principle. 

If this sense of glory once became general it would 
solve automatically many labour problems. The ac- 
count in the Book of Neheiniah of the rebuilding of the 
Wall of Jerusalem is well worth studying by both ein- 
ployers and workers to-day, for it is a splendid story 
of a great engineering feat, а mighty effort made under 
great difficulty and in the face of the most strenuous 
opposition. We read that not only were the workers 
protected by armed guards, but the builders had their 
swords girded on at their sides and other workers had a 
tool in one hand and a weapon in the other. Yet the 
work of rebuilding the wall and restoring the many 
gates was finally brought to a most successful conclusion 
in record time. The secret of success is explained in 
one simple statement: '' the people had a mind to work." 
Moreover, there was a marvellous system of organisation 
and co-operation. The whole story makes one feel 
ashamed of the toluation in England's darkest hour of 
such treasonable tactics as the ‘‘ca’ canny "' policy, the 
linitation of output, and the exclusion from employ- 
inent of the men who kept this country safe for those 
who stayed at home. 

It is not now a question of rebuilding a city wall, but 
of reconstructing an entire continent—one might almost, 
клу a world. 
the spirit of Nehemiah to sav to those who would divert 
their attention from their colossal task: “© I am doing a 
great work so that I cannot come down ; why should the 
work cease whilst I leave it and come down to уои?” 
And vet for want of such men reconstruction may share 
the fate of the Tower of Babel. 

This is perhaps partly the fault of our system of 


9? 


Yet where to-day shall we find men with 


^ FEMINA." 


education. For centuries we have been teaching our 
children that work is a curse—a punishment inflicted 


.on the entire human race because of one man's sin ; when 


we should have taught them that, like the other so-called 
curse—suffering—it is a means of salvation and redemp- 
tion. As Emerson tells us: ‘‘ A man's task is his life- 
preserver.'"' | 

We also teach them to repeat glibly: '' The whole is 
greater than its part," without showing them the 
spiritual meaning of this somewhat obvious statement, 
or its corollary—that the most infinitesimal part is 
essential to the completeness of the whole, or, as Kipling 
puts it, ‘‘ The game is more than the player of the game, 
and the ship is more than the crew."' 

What we Want is education for Life not merely edu- 
cation for examinations. For this we must begin at 
the beginning—with the baby in the nursery school. 
Let us teach the child before his imagination is crushed 
out of him that there ?s a glory about his day's work, 
that it matters, and matters greatly, not only to the 
worker himself, but to his country and his God. 

We must also get rid of the idea that there is only a 
glory about skilled or artistic work, and none about 
physical or mental drudgery. A man cannot become a 
skilled craftsman or an artist without serving a certain 
apprenticeship of drudgery. The world is learning 
slowly and painfully the lesson that each nation should 
perform its own drudgery, that it is a grave mistake to 
employ slave labour or foreign labour for this purpose. 
We are also gradually learning that it is a reproach 


rather than a distinction to belong to the “‘ leisured 


classes." As the absolute necessity for increased pro- 
duction becomes more and more apparent, it is being 
brought home to all that, if England is to be saved 
from financial and national ruin, she can no longer 
afford to maintain idlers in her midst. Every man and 
every woman should have hours of work and hours of 
leisure. Alfred the Great was not so very far wrong 
when he divided the 24 hours' day into three parts— 
eights hours for work, eight hours for recreation, and 
eight hours for sleep; in other words, eight hours for 
useful work and 16 hours for recuperation. It is im- 
possible to lay down general rules for the employment 
of leisure hours, as this depends on the kind of energy 
expended during the working hours; but part of the 
time should be devoted to the development of those 
faculties, talents, or powers that lie dormant during the 
performance of the daily round. 

It has been said that labour leaders are the only 
politicians with vision and: high ideals. 
events and utterances seem to show that the vision is 
somewhat limited, and the ideals not so very high after 
all. The aims of Labour since the war have пс reached 
any higher than the financial betterment of the working 
classes without regard to the prosperity of the industries 
to which they belong—the prosperity of their country so 
grievously afflicted by the Great War. They talk of 
bringing the capitalist edifice crashing to the 
ground." Perhaps they do not remember the fate of 
Samson who brought a certain other edifice crashing to 
the ground. They are fond of saying that Capital 18 
useless without Labour. May one be allowed to point 
out that Labour is also useless without brains to direct 
it and capital to finance it? In fact, Reconstruction in 
every direction ix being hampered instead of helped by 
Labour. With regard to the housing difficulty the 
Daily Telegraph tells us: — 


‘ The building trades are very much under- manned. í 
. than they 
Yet double that number of ex- 


Their numbers are less by 200,000 . 
were before the war. | 
Service men are unemployed at tlie present tinie, who 
would be very glad to join these and similar unions if 
admittance were not denied them. The whole country 
is crying out for houses. . . and vet, though tens of 
thousands of men are earnestly seeking work. thev are 
shut out from the most obvious and most under-staffed 
field. The situation 1s aggravated by the decreased out- 
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put of the men actually at work, and thus a situation is 


crented which is preposterous. in the cireunistances and + ‘ 


utterly incapable of defence.’ 


There seems only one way of ending the present 


lamentable deadlock, and that is. to. make all concerned 
іп any way in any industry realise that a house 
divided against itself cannot stand,’’ that they are 


members one of another—fellow- workers each doing his 


part in a great work, and fellow countrymen each con- 
tributing to the prosperity of. his country. As long as 
the antagonism between Capital and Labour lasts we 
cannot hope to draw any nearer to the promised New 
Earth. Hatred will never cease by hatred." 

A just and at the same time _ practicable system of 
profit-sharing would, no doubt, do much to dispel the 
mists that at present obscure ''the glory of the day's 
work.“ It has not yet been sufficiently recognised that 
profits are produced by the conjunction of money, 
brains and labour, and that any one of these factors is 
useless without the other two. But a greater incentive 
even than personal gain would ‚һе a change of heart, a 
change of attitude towards work, a re- kindling of that 
enthusiasm without which nothing Brent can be done. 


A BRITISH MAGNETO WITH MANY 
DISTINCTIVE FEATURES. 


By F. Н. HUTTON. 


Ix these times it is pleasing to come across an industry 
which is in a thoroughly healthy state, producing machines 
of the very highest quality which embody many improvements 
over pre-war practice, and turning them out in satisfactory 
numbers to meet the enormous demand. A recent visit to 
the magneto works of Messrs.. R. B. North & Sons, at 
Watford, showed all the foregoing remarks to be true in 


a, Armature complete: n, Sliding pole shoes 
attached to cam ring: c, Magneto poles ; 

р, Armature, magnet poles and sliding pole 
shoes assembled. 


Е19. 1.—MAGNETO PARTS. 


this instance. Being one of the firms who were up to the 

neck in magneto work all through the war, straining every. 

nerve. to_ produce. machines for the arduous. service then, 

required, they can well claim that their present magnetos- 
have come through an ordeal of fire in every sense. 

A visit to these works is a real treat. to anyone interested 
in fine engineering; the rows of beautiful little precision 
lathes, milling machines and grinders, the wonderful 
miniature automatics. Ac., are. an exhibition in themselves. 


- which might well be used as a dining hall! 


Watford 


contact breaker 
1 ith fic iter 
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Fibre bush 


ег arm p 


к, Rocker (cut away to show bush housing); 
r, Unshrinkable fibre bush ; 
spring attached; H, Contact breaker assembled, 


Fid. 2.—CoNTACT BREAKER, 


while the foundry, a spot generally resembling a near 
approach to the lower regions, in this case is an apartment 
Such con- 
ditions, although they may not affect the design of the pro- 
duct, are generally: to be found reflected in the class of 
workmanship turned out. Although a great deal might be 
said on this score, and on the extraordinary accuracy in the 
gauging of parts ell through the works, it is time to 
proceed to deteils of the article manufactured—the new 
Watford magneto, of which the most. noteworthy parte are 
shown in the illustrations. Briefly, the two main objecta 
aimed at are to make the spark equally efficient throughout 
the whole timing range, and to improve the action of the 
contact-breaker by alterations in design. Dealing with the 
first point, we may remember that the worst fault of an 
ordinary magneto is that it produces its most effeotive 
spark only when the timing is set at one particular place. 
Since this place has to be arranged so that it suits normal 
running engine speeds (i. e., high speeds) it follows that the 
correct positions for slow running and starting cannot be 
much used in practice. The reuson is that a strong spark’ 
is only produced by the contect-breaker opening when the 
armature is in the most favourable position with regard to, 
the magnets, in other words, when it is in the strongest 
magnetic field. These positions occur twice in a revolu- 
tion, and are only momentary. The difference is made in. 
the new Watford magneto by providing sliding pole-pieces 
or shoes for the magnet as shown in fig. 1, в and p. These 
extra pole-pieces, made of steel, are attached to the brass 
cam-ring, and project into the body of the magneto, fitting 
between the magnet iteelf and the armature. When the 
timing is altered by moving the cam-ring these extra pole- 
pieces move with it, the consequence being that, when the 
contact-points open the magnetic conditions are always at 
their best. That is, whether the spark is timed early or 
late within the range provided, the spark is equal to that 
from an ordinary magneto at its maximum position. The 
idea of this improvement is admittedly not a new one, but 
in order to carry it out successfully 
the very highest class of workmanship 
x is necessary, and to maintain this 
+ degree of accurate workmanship under 
the stress of ordinary commercial pro- 
| duction is no easy task. This is the 
| problem that Messrs. North & Sons 
claim to have solved. It will be 
| realised that the sliding poles must 
| be manufactured to the finest limits, 
and must maintain their position 
accurately under ordinary working 
conditions.. In order to ensure this 
a small recess is cut in the end of the 
| pole-shoes which engages with a 
spigot on the driving end-plate of 
the magneto, thus forming a guide 
and materially helping to keep the 
pole-shoes in place. The other parts 
illustrated in fig. 1 are the armature 
complete, the driving end-plate and 
the fixed pole-pieces. 
| The new contact-breaker, shown 
| . in fig. 2, is full of interesting features. 
The moving “arm” in this case 
| consists of a triangular structure, very 
strong, but very light, being milled 
out of the solid with the greatest 
accuracy. The balance of this arm 
has been carefully studied with regard 
to neutralising the effects of centri- 
fugal force at high speeds. An out- 
Standing feature is the design of the 
fibre bush. Messrs. North & Sons are convinced that fibre 
is still the best material for this purpose, in spite of the 
alternatives which are available. They have therefore set 
about devising a bush made of this well-tried material 
which shall absolutely avoid the old trouble of swelling, and 
so causing the arm io bind. The result of their researches 
is seen in the illustrations E, F. and G; fig. 2. It will be 
noticed that the bush is larger than usual, that fine 
slits are made in certain places, and that a special 


«, Rocker with 
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manner of. fixing is employed. It is claimed that this 
bush has been tried to the utmost under the worst possible 


conditions, and that it is absolutely proof against swelling. 


A buffer is provided over the moving arm to restrain the 


fringing action at high speeds. Other details of this 
interesting contact- breaker are shown in the illustration, the 


complete view. being at the top. This design of eontact- 
breaker, being a further improvement on the pattern used so 


successfully on Watford magnetos in air service during the 
war, is well worth attention. 


е À—ÀÀÀÀMÀÀ 


LEAVES FROM AN INSPECTOR’S NOTEBOOK 


Bx " ANODE.” 


ONE of the most interesting things in an insurance in-, 


spector’s life is the examination ‘of ‘breakdowns. To 
spy nothing of the uncertainty of these, it is distinctly 
exhilarating after a hard day's work, probably under- 
ground, to arrive at home and find a wire awaiting you, 


informing you of a breakdown, probably not two miles. 


from the place you have been at all day. 


] remember on one occasion receiving à wire asking 


ше to proceed to a town some’ hundred odd miles away, 
after а journey in the corridor of a train for three 
hours. 1 left home next morning in no very amiable 
spirit, and on arriving at the scene of the catastrophe 
I found it was nothing more than a break in the shunt 
windings of a 2-H. P. motor. As the break was between 
the field coils, it was remedied in a few minutes, and 
naturally it did not improve шу. peace of mind; still it 
might have been worse, and for sutall mercies we must 
be thankful. | Not all breakdowns, however, are so 
simple. Once I was out making an inspection of a 
large plant some distance from a station and had to hire 
а conveyance, and could only hire the car for the day. 


I did the inspection, and decided to visit a colliery: 
some miles away, and make a part inspection at any. 


rate. The electrician was a personal friend, both of us 


having worked in the same shop, so the visit was likely- 
On inquiring at the power 
house for my friend, I was informed that he was under- 


to be a pleasant one. 


ground, and had been there for the past 24 hours, hav- 
ing had trouble with a 250-H.p. motor, which was in- 
sured. Now this was very awkward, as spats and light 
boots are not exactly healthy underground ; and this 


colliery prided itself on its own particular and exclusive. 
brand of- slush- underneath. If I had my way I would 
make it a criminal offence to have any colliery under- ; 
ground; they all ought to be on the surface, and near an. 


important station. But we cannot always get what we 
want, so I had to make the best of it. I then had an 
idea that probably the trouble was with the pump, and 
not the motor, in which case my worthy colleague, the 
mechanical inspector, would have the jubilee. I got 
hold, of the electrician on the 'phone and asked for the 
news, devoutly hoping that it was the pump. This 


reminds me of the occasion when I visited a friend in a 


hospital early one morning. He was in a bad way, and 


no hope could be entertained: of his recovery. The: 


nurse hoped that he would last out till 8 o'clock, and 
she seemed quite concerned about it. . On шу inquiring 
why she was so anxious, she calmly told me that if he 
died before eight she would have to-lay out the remains, 
but if he lasted till after eight, the day nurses would 
have the job. I felt something. like the nurse, thinking 
of my beautiful spats. But my luck at this part of the 
proceedings was dead out; it was the motor, so I re- 
luctantly descended, and ruinéd my pretty spats. | 
On entering the chamber of ‘horrors I was told that 
the trouble was overheating of the rotor, and that every- 
thing possible and impossible had been done, even to the 


extent of fitting new bearings and altering the taps on- 
Now. I. knew this particular breed of. 
machine. I looked very carefully at the junction of the 
rotor bars and short-circuiting ring, and found that the - 


the starter. 


joints were black ; this proved to be the trouble—resist- 
ante in the rotor circuit.” My friend was not by any 
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means pleased at the diagnosis, especially at the differ- : 
ence between his 24 hours and my 24 minutes. | 

It is surprising what a little thing will cause trouble 
іп а motor. I well remember on one occasion being. 
asked to look at a small motor which was. sparking.. 
badly. It was ап old type of machine, and had run for.. 
seven years without any trouble till then, when . іб: 
started eating a set of brushes up in a week or во. : 1 
tried altering the brush position, but without effect; 
tested the armature thoroughly, everything correct; 
when I noticed that there were no flexibles on the: 
brushes. The attendant, a new man, told me that he: 
did not see the use of. ther: so he cut them off. On 
fitting а new set with leads on, the trouble ceased. 
Sometimes it is very easy to be too particular, and on 
one occasion I got badly let down, and my company let 
in for £20. At a large restaurant there was a small 
single-phase motor used for driving an. ice-cream 
freezer, and the starting device was the usual phase 
splitter, the handle of which was missing. Il pointed 
this out on my reports for some considerable time, until’ 
I decided that it was time my reconimendation was 
carried into effect, so I interviewed the proprietor, and 
pointed out the danger of the attendant putting: ‘his! 
fingers inside the starter to get hold of the cross bar;! 
mentioning that 210 volts at a frequency. of. 98. was поё; 
healthy, and that if he had a weak heart, or status, 
ly mphaticus, there would be a coroner's inquest, and һе, 
would not come off lightly. That ‘‘ status lymphaticus "' 
fetched him, and he promised that the necessary would 
be done instantly, immediately, forthwith, and person- 
ally. This was on a Thursday, and оп, the following 
Monday I received aw ire asking me to attend at a break- ` 
down at this establishment. On arrival I found the: 
motor burnt to rags and cinders. The machine was 
left O.K. on the Saturday night, and it was found burnt 
out on the Monday morning, when they opened the pre- 
mises. All that I could find was that the starter was 
discovered to be in the running Position, but the atten- 
dant was positive that he left it in the off position. In 
addition to having to report the details of the break- 
down, I had to give the cause of it, which.was not easy 
in this particular instance. While I was thinking it 
over, a eat jumped up to a window, via the starter, and 
in doing so it fouled the new. handle; and pushed it 
into the running position. 


SINGLE- PHASE METERS : ON BALANCED | | 
THREE-PHASE, THREE-WIRE SYSTEMS. | 


Bv Н. G. SOLOMON. 


THE use of one е phase meter to register the consump- - 
tion in-a three-phase, three-wire network is still largely. 
prevalent when the system is regarded as balanced. The 
method is, however, almost invariably wrong, and in many: 
instances leads to totally incorrect results, even though the 
load actually constitutes a balanced load in itself. It 
should be entirely discarded, as it is not difficult to prove 
that a single-phase meter will only correctly indieate the 
three-phase consumption on the fulfilment of two condi- 
tions—perfect balance and unity power factor— which never 


obtain together in practice. These two conditions must q 


go hand-in-hand, as however well-balanced the system may : 
be, if a power factor less than unity be present, considerable . 
inaccuracy dependent upon the magnitude of the power 
factor will ensue, apart from the characteristic errors of 
the meter itself. 

The only proper method of measuf ing the опаш а. ! 
is the employment either of two single-phase meters on:; 


the well-known two-wattmeter connection, as indicated, 


in the accompanying diagram, or of & three-phase, three- ; 
wire meter. The latter is simply a combination of two, 
single-phase meter elements to form a single instrument, 
with one counter which registers the total consumption, 
and is connected in exactly the same manner as when 
two separate single-phase meters are employed. In the 
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latter case the consumption is the algebraic sum of the two 
meter readings. 

Referring to the diagram, if the phase voltages pass 
through their maxima in the sequence of 1, 2, and 3, then 
meter А will be in the leading phase, and meter B will be 
in the lagging phase. Since the system is supposed to be 
balanced, the voltages between any two of the mains will 
be equal to one another, and the currents in the mains will 
be the same. Representing the voltage and the current by 
у and o, as given by a voltmeter and ammeter respectively, 
and denoting the power factor by cos 4, then the mean 
power is— 

Р = VC сов (4 — 80°) + vo сов (4 + 30°) 
= V3 VO сов . 

Regarding the power as remaining constant over a given 
interval of, say, one hour, then the energy consumption in 
watt-hours will be represented by the same equation. The 
ane meter A in the leading will read v c cos (4 — 80°), 
the other meter B in the lagging phase will indicate 
V C сов ( + 30°), and the total consumption will be their 
sum, namely, V8 VC сов. 

A. Unity Power Factor.—When there is no displace- 
ment between the phase voltages and the currents, i. s., when 
the power factor is unity, сов ф = 1 and ф = 0. А 
will thus give v 0 cos 807, $e, V 8v c, B will indicate 


the same amount, and their sum is V3 v c, the total con- 
sumption. It will be observed that in this case each meter, 
independently of whether it is in a leading or lagging phase, 
will register one-half of the total energy. Consequently, if 
one be employed, say a, connected in any one of the three- 

mains as a two-wire meter, and its dial reading be 
multiplied by 2, it wil] correctly give the total three-pnase 
energy, but in this case only. When a single-phase meter 
is used in this manner, the dial reading, in general, gives 


CONNECTIONS OF METERS, 


the total amount directly, without the use of the multi- 
plier 2, as this is taken into account in the gearing between 
the integrating train and the rotor spindle. 

B. Power Factor less than Unity.—In this case the total 


energy is still / 3 v o cos 4, and the two meters read as 
before v.c cos (p — 80°) and v c cos (¢ + 30°). 

Suppose the load consists of a three-phase motor running 
at full load with a power factor of 86:6 per cent. for the 
given interval of one hour. Then cos ф = 86:6 per cent., 
and ¢ = 30°. The three-phase energy absorbed by the 


motor is V v Ссов 30°. Meter A shows v c cos (30° — 30°) 
= VC; meter B indicates v o cos 60° = } vce. Their 
sum equals 3 vo/2 which is Y8 vc 73/2 = /3 ус 
cos 30”, the total energy. 

Although the load is a really balanced one, meler B, it 
will be seen, registers 381 per cent., and meter a 563 per 
cent. of the total consumption, which is simply their sum. 
There is, of course, nothing astonishing about this. It is 
merely a reiteration in different terms of the preceding 
statement, and is made in this way to emphasise the fact, 
which does not appear always to be fully realised, that. 


despite the balance of the system, when a power factor loss 


than unity exists it is quite impossible from the threc- 
phase principle for the meter readings to be equal. Their 
inequality does not point to a want of balance, but to an 
inductive load. If, therefore, the single-phase meter for 
three-phase balanced loads be used, for example, in the 
leading phase, such as a, it will read 2 x VO cos (% — 30°), 
and since ф = 30°, its indication will бе > x vc. The 


true amount is V3 vc cos 30°, which is the same as ў v c. 
Hence the single-phase meter when in the leading phase 
will be over-reyisteriny by 333 per cent. of the true amount. 
If connected, on the other hand, in the lagging phase as 


B, ib can be shown in a similar manner that it will be under- 
registering to the same extent. 

Next, suppose that the motor is running light, when ita 
power factor may be of the order of 50 per cent., i. e., 
cos ф == 5, which means that = 60°. The true load is 
“з VO cos 6, or} 4/3 VC (o is now different in value from 
the full-load current). Meter A correctly gives v С cos 
(60° — 80°) = vo 3/2, which is the total energy, 
and meter B gives no reading at all, as it has stopped (v c 
cos (60? -- 30?) — 0). Hence the single-phase meter for 
three-phase balanced loads in the leading phase will give 


2 x VC cos 30°, f.., v 8 v o, which is twice the true total 
energy, and will thus indicate 100 per cent. high. Of course, 
in the lagging phase the meter will stop and not give any 
reading, whereas the actual total. consumption is still 
4 v3 vo. 

Even with so high a power factor as 97 per cent., which is 
rarely exceeded with purely lighting loads, the errors are 
not so negligible as they are commonly supposed to be. 
With this power factor the corresponding angle of lag is 
14^, the true total energy is 1:68 v o, whereas, as is easily 
shown in the same way as in the other examples, the one 
single-phase meter for polyphase loads will have an error 
of + or — 14:3 per cent. of the total amount according as 
it is in а leading or lagging phase. 


THE PROGRESS OF THE SPANISH ELEC- 
TRICAL INDUSTRY IN 1919-20. 


IN reviewing the progress of the Spanish electrical industry in 
1919-20, the Energia Electrica places in the forefront the 
"transformation into Spanish of a great German electric 
undertaking," as it terms it, namely the Deutsch-Ueber- 
seeische Elektricitáts Gesellschaft, under the style of the 
Sociedad Transatlántica Alemana de Electricidad. The trans- 
formation is due, it appears, to the exertions of the late 
Minister of Patronage, Don Francisco Cambó, to whom are 
owing other important financial and industrial innovations. 
The present financial situation in Germany and the enormous 


depreciation of the mark have forced the German company. . 


in order to obtain capital for extensions and acquisitions of 
raw materials, to consider either a sale of the assets or the 
transformation of the company. The English and the Ameri- 
cans, according to the Spanish paper, contended together 
in offers for the many light and power concessions of the 
German company in the numerous cities of South America; 
but the outcome arrived at is owing to the exertions of Senor 
Cambó, and ''the sympathy shown for Germany by Spain 
during the war." The headquarters of the new company 
will be in Madrid and its technical offices in Barcelona. Its 
capital will be 300,000,000 pesetas, a portion of which will be 
taken up by a Spanish group of bankers. 

Besides the important event above chronicled, other note- 
worthy occurrences show plainly that, far from interruption 
of the rapid unfolding of the Spanish industry initiated some 
twelve years ago, that industry has continued to develop with 
ever-increasing speed. Passing by the 200,000,000 pesetas in- 
vested in electric installations now completed, new companies 
with strong capitals have been formed in the past year, to 
carry out already planned schemes which, it is to be hoped, 
will rapidly pass into the state of tangible realisation. 

The Sociedad Electrica de Lima, which during 1919 raised 
its capital from 4,000,000 to 10,000,000 pesetas, has finished the 
erection of machinery for the first hydroelectric group of 
8,750 KW., and has founded an offshoot, the Union Electrica 
Portuguesa, which, like the company of the same name in 
Madrid, is engaged in distributing current in Oporto, Braga, 
and other localities in the neighbouring country, the current 
being drawn from the falls of Lindoso, 12 kilometres from the 
frontier; it has both carried out the erection of the trans- 
mission lines to Oporto (80 km.) and completed the trans- 
former station in that city. A Portuguese group subscribed 
50 per cent. of the capital of the Union Electrica Portuguesa, 
the balance being put up by Spanish offshoots of the Hidro- 
electrica lberica y Española, owning the lima falls whose 
capacity is 20,000 H. p. 

The Sociedad Hidroelectrica Iberica is continuing its works 
at the Cinca falls (Huesca), and to obtain further resources 
and to develop the Cinqueta falls (47,000 kw. from the two 
falls), besides the 20, 000.000 pesetas of bonds raised in 1918, 
decided last month to increase its capital by 90,000,000 pesetas, 
bringing its total capital up to 60,000,000 pesetas. 

The Hidroelectrica Española. prosecuting its development 
of the Dos Aguas falls, for which it has ordered two 23,000- 
H.P. Escher Wyss turbines, hopes by the end of the vear to 
have working 20.000 H. p. of the 100,000 available. 

The Sociedad Productora de Fuerzas Mortices issued in 1919 
4,000 500-pesetas bonds in order to install a third electrogene 
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group at its falls, already completed, of 20,000 н.р. capacity 
on the river Flamisell (Lerida); the greater part of its output 
(16,000 н.р.) is supplied to the Energia Electrica de Cataluña. 
This important company, whose capital is over 100,000,000 
pesetae, finished in 1919 the installation at its Molino falls on 
the River Flamisell, its 20,000 H. p., with 40,000 н.р. from the 
Capdella station on the Flamisell, being supplied to Barcelona, 
Sabadell, Manresa, Granollers, Cornella, Badalona, Gerona, 
Palamos, Palafrugell and other-localities in Cataluña. 

The Cataluña de Gas y Electricidad, which is the oldest 
company supplying energy to Barcelona (having been con- 
stituted in 1843) and has а capital of 60,000,000 pesetas, con- 
tinued its works at the falls of Puente Argone, on the River 
Esera, in 1919, where it has just started a Piccard-Pictet- 
Oerlikon 5,000-H.p. hydroelectric group. As this company 
harnessed in 1918 the Run fall, of 36,000 H.P., in three 12,000- 


Н.Р. units (the hydraulic installations and central being 


planned for four units, which with two groups of exciters, 
total 50,000 н.р. at the shafts of the turbines), it has dispos- 
able this year 41,000 H.p., which is absorbed by Barcelona and 
its industrial belt. 

The huge Sociedad Fuerzas y Riegos del Ebro, which 
already disposes of 100,000 hydrcelectric horse-power, has con- 
tinued to prosecute its operations at the Caiarasa fall at 
Noguera Pallaresa, without, however, installing the two 
groups yielding 36,000 H. p., which it expects to obtain froin 
this installation. Similarly it has continued its operations at 
Electra del Viesgo on the Torina, capable of producing 10,000 


to 12,000 H. P., and at the Cainarinena fall (12,000 H.P.) on the 


river Cases, for which the machinery was ordered some 
months since in Switzerland. The Sindicato de Saltos de 
Agua del Cantabrico has continued its hydraulic operations at 
the group of three falls at Saja (15,000 H.P.) and bought the 
turbines for the equipment of an auxiliary fall of 200 H.P. to 
assist the works. 

The Hidroelectrica de Navarra has inaugurated its works, 
built in the Laguna del Duque, where 1,000 H. p. is obtained 
from a 215-metre fall, supplying 60,000 volts to Salamanca and 
Penaranda; this power is capable of being raised to 6,000 H. p. 
by means of works already projected on the Laguna and at 
Trampal. 

The Energia e Industrias Aragonesas Company, with a 
capital of 10, 000, 000 pesetas (formerly the Compania Catalana 
de Productos Quimicos), began this vear the building of a 
station at Biescas, and proposes to develop six falls, estimated 
to yield 50,000 H. P., at localities on the rivers Gallego and Ara. 

'The greater consumption of energy which has become 
noticeable in all centres of population and industry of any 
importance has forced electric undertakings to increase their 
means of hydroelectric production. Among those which have 
carried out works with this object may be cited the Union 
Electrica Madrileña, which formed last January the Electrica 
de Castilla, with a capital of 7.500,000 pesetas, which concern 
has begun works at El Jucar falls to yield 15,000 H. P., whose 
plant will be linked up, bv a 100,000-volt transmission line, 
to the Falls of Bolarque which supply Madrid. 


The Hidraulica del Cantabrico, 15,000,000 pesetas cüpital, 
has likewise undertaken construction, at its second fall, in 
order to increase to 12,000 H. p. the 6,000 H. P. now obtained. 
at Gijon and Oviedo, at the saine time acquiring the Candas 
fall, lines, power station, and' distribution network of the 
Electra Asturiana. 

The Sociedad Anonima Mengemor, which obtains 6,300 H. P. 
from its five falls on the rivers Ohanes, Quadelimar and 
Guadalquivir, issued in January last bonds for 7,500,000 pesetas - 
to continue the works at its El Carpio tall, to yield 7,000 H. h.. 
which will be absorbed in the provinces of Cordoba and Jaen. 

The Compania Sevillana de Electricidad is developing the 
fall of Las Buitreras, affording 5,000 н.р. at Cortes de la 
Frontera (Malaga) to supply the Andalusian capital. 

The Sociedad Electricas Reunidas de Saragoza has begun 
the operations of development of a 6,000-н.р. fall on the 
Gallego river. 

Lastly, the Electro Industrial Corufiesa, owner of the 
Capela fall on the River Eume, is increasing its hydroelectric 
installations in presence of the growing calls of its clients in 
La Coruna and El Ferrol, where the lack of electric current. 
as also in Vigo, is principally owing to the great impulse given 
to maritime constructions. More than the 11,000 н.р. to be 
supplied by the works on the River Tambre now under con- 
struction will certainly be required by the Electra Popular 
de Vigo y Redondela to meet the demands of its customers. 

Among the various concessions of water rights are worthy 
of mention (apart from the 300,000-H.p. scheme of the Sociedad 
Hispanoportuguesa) that recently secured by the Electra de 
Viesgo, of 55,000 H. P. on the River Sil. Its objective is mainly 
the development of mining operations in these regions. For 
this purpose it has further acquired the assets of the Energia 
Electrica de Asturias, with its Casomera fall yielding 2,000 
H.p., and intends to acquire others. 

Passing to electric traction, it may be mentioned that last 
vear was opened to the public the first section (four kilo- 
metres) of the north to south line of the Madrid Metropolitan: 
following which are those of Barcelona and Bilbao, already 
under construction. There has been inaugurated the last 
section (Rubi to Tarrasa—9,242 metres) of the Barcelona to 
Tarrasa railway, which makes a total of 99.6 kilometres. 
Electricity has replaced animal traction on the Irun to Fuen- 
terrabia trainway. Service has begun on the Vigo to Porrino 
tramwav, the first section of the Vigo to Mondariz line. 
and a junction has been made at Pinos Puente with the 


. Granada suburban system, owned by the Tranvias Electricos 


de Granada, which has an extent of 45 kilometres. 

What has been said above justifies fully the statement, says 
the Energia Electrica, that the past year has seen a remark- 
able spurt in the Spanish electrical industry, the most notice- 
able feature of which has been the absorption of large capitals 
and the amalgamation of companies. No one can doubt that 
power is produced much more economically from the large 
hvdraulic works than from the mediuin-sized or the small, 
hence these enlargements are more advantageous for the in- 
dustry and the country. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, which will be published 
. if considered of sufficient interest. | 


A New Earthing Clip. 


An ingenious and effective earthing clip has been brought 
out by the METALLIC ELECTRICAL. ENGINEERING Co., LTD., of 
153, Corporation Street, Birmingham. It is shown in the 
figure, which explains itself. The clip is made of brass, and 


Fia. 1.—*" METALLIC” Кїнтнїхє CLIP. 


a sample before us shows that there is plenty of metal in it. 
No soldering is necessary, and the earth lead is firmly held. 
Five sizes are made, to fit tubes from § to 1 in. 


A New Switch. 


An ingenious tele-switch intended to replace the ordinary 
two-way switch, and to enable lamps to be controlled by 
means of pushes and bell wire, has been introduced by Messrs. 


I. Cauvettr, Ib., 11. Little St. Andrew Street, St. Martin's 
lane, London, W.C.2. The switch itself is shown in fig. У, 
and a diagram of connections indicating the general principle 
in fig. 3. It will be perceived that the tele-switch which con- 
trols the lamp or lamps is composed of a vertical electro- 


Fia, 2.—CaLvette TELE-SW ITCH. 


magnet with the poles extended horizontally, with à movable 
armature A pivoted to the lower pole. The electro-magnet is 
energised by means of a single dry cell, and the circuit is com- 
pleted by push buttons, which can be fixed in any number of 
positions. If, for instance, the armature of the tele-switch 


+ 


opening the contacts, and when the 
press button is released, the armature falls to the left. 


the whole of the lamps in a building simply by pressing a 
button. For hotel lighting this tele-switch 1s particularly use- 
ful, for pushes can be fixed outside doors in passages, in rooms 


stage lighting. 


F Q 


FOUR ORDINARY BELL PUSHES 


| CONTROLLING LAMP. 


. 9 CONNECTIONS or C 


applied to existing installations, 
liable to get out of order, and as low 
for the control circuits, the erection of the wiring js greatly 
facilitated and extreme neatness easi] y secured. 


— — IPM 
* ‘ 


REYROLLE SIGNALLING SWITCHGEAR, 


it, electric signs can be controlled in various ways, and the 


advantage for controlling 


ARMATURE Or SOFT IRON 
BONE ROO 


COPPER STAPLE 
MERCURY CUPS 


| "T WIRE 


о 
ALVETTE SWITCH. 


The tele-switch can, of course, readily be 
There is nothing that is 


voltage bell wiring is used 


SHOWING SWITCHFS AND 
TR ANSFORMERS IN POSITION AND DRAWN OUT. 


Position with the tank on, 


of one of three inter-connecting boards. The apparatus was 


G. E. C. Oil-break Switch. 

Among the appliances 
catalogue listing: hi 
GENERAL ELECTRI 


illustrated in a recently published 


ee 


Fic. 8. 


maximum current the apparatus will carry is 60 amps., and 
the overload trip coils ean be wound for normal currents of 
10, 30, and 60 amps. 7 shows the complete switch and 
attachment, and fig. 8 illustrates details, the tank and cover 
being removed. 


‚ To Synchronisers, 


Feeder, 


Feeder, 


FIG. 6.—DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS 
OF Two PANELS. - 


, Shows the connections of two panels, which form part - 


REYROLLE & Co., Lrp., of Hebburn-on- : 
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LEGAL. 


BRITISH Тномѕом-Нооѕтом Co. AND DunaM LITIGATION. 


In the. Chancery Division on Friday Mr. Justice Astbury 
heard a sumwons taken out by the plaintills in this action. 
Plaintiffs in their action allege infringement of: their patent 
for the manufacture of tungsten filaments for electric lamps. 
The validity of the patent 1g denied by the defendants, and 
the infringement is put in issue. The summons of the plain- 
tiffs was that they might be at liberty by their general 
managers, solicitors, and scientitic witnesses to enter the 
premises and works ot the deiendants at Hanwell and to 
Inspect work, and examine the process used by the defen- 
dants for the manufacture of their drawn tungsten wire. 
Defendants opposed inspection, and set up a secret process. 

Sir A. Colefax, K. C., Mr. J. Hunter Gray, K. C., and Mr. 
Trevor Watson appeared for the plaintiffs; and Mr. T. Terrell, 
K. C., Mr. Kerby, K. C., and Mr. Courtney Terrell for the 
defendants. 

His Гокозѕнір, in deciding the question raised by the sum- 
mons, said the circumstances under which inspection ought 
to be ordered in this case and the safeguards which ought 
to be imposed required: to be most carefully considered. 
Defendants set up a secret process, and it was obvious that 
there was a difficulty where a secret process was set up in 
infringement actions of this character to devise a course which 
would do real and substantial justice to both parties without 
doing a grave injustice to either. He was not prepared to 
accept entirely the view expressed in the expert evidence 
submitted. The specification of plaintiffs’ patent was a long 
and intricate one, and apparently was for an improvement 
in certain. earlier processes in patents of 1906 and 1907, and 
there were five claims. He had suggested that before decid- 
ing whether inspection was or was not necessary the defen- 
dants should answer candidly and plainly a series of interro- 
gatories to be delivered by the plaintiffs, with the object of 
asking defendants as to each step which in their judgment 
was indicated and protected by their own letters patent. 
This defendants had offered to accept, and they had also 
offered to give a full admission that they produced their tung- 
sten rods under heat, and that the rod was drawn down by 
successive stages to the finest wire. Plaintiffs were desirous, 
however, of having an inspection at once, but having regard 
to the defendants’ expressed willingness to answer questions 
which the plaintiffs would be permitted to frame аа thev 
were advised, he proposed to allow the summons to stand 
over until after he had seen the answers which the defen- 
dants were willing to make to the plaintiffs’ questions. 


| CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week. Correspondents should forward their communi- 
oat ions at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


Wiring Small Houses. 


In the ELECTRICAL Review of May 7th there is an interest- 
ing Jetter from Mr. Inch on the wiring of small houses, deal- 
ing with the American method, in which no tees ог elbows 
are used, the tubing being looped from point to point. 

It would be very interesting if Mr. Inch would give further 
details of this method of wiring, particularly as many small 
houses are now being wired. 


Installation. 
June 1st, 1990. 


'* Situations Vacant.“ 


I have just one little quota to add to the testimony of those 
who decry the use of box numbers by advertisers of vacant 
situations. | 

Recently I applied for a vacancy advertised under a Box 
No. in your journal. Being one of the very humble fry in 
this most excellent of all professions (or callings), I am in 
the habit of receiving many dismal reminders of my insignifi- 
cance; especially subject am I and are mine to the snubs of 
those who by fortunate circumstance have climbed from 
among us. But there was one thing we would not stand, 
and that was a starvation wage, so we became members of 
& trade union, and thereby increased our remuneration double- 
fold, as well as established a fixed schedule of wages for our 
class of employment. 

There are many economically minded chiefs who have very 
narrow views of what is adequate remuneration for their 
staffs, and who do not scorn the use of any method which 
will allow them to escape their obligations. 

In reply to my application, I received a request to attend 
for an interview. Thig I did. At the interview I was offered 
& wage about 17s. 6d. per week less than the standard eche- 
dule rate, under the specious plea that the appointment was 
probationary—probationary for an undefined period. 

I submit that the Box No. was used as a deliberate cloak 


to hide the identity of the advertiser in order that this in- 
dividual might perpetrate his meanness undiscovered. To 
suggest & probationary Jes at less than etandard wages 
to skilled, trained men of over 20 years' experience, i8 eome- 
thing which would not be done by the engineer and manager 
of & London municipal undertaking in an open public adver- 
tisement. 
F. N. К. 


June Tth, 1920. 


Emergency Braking. 


In your issue of the 21st May Mr. C. E. Slack asks .f 
anyone can suggest a simple method of using regenerative 
control for emergency braking, with one motor defective and ` 
cut out of circuit. I cannot think of any means to this end 
without some addition to the wiring, and herewith offer the 
simplest method which has occurred to me. Either a two- 
way canopy switch or an additional one-way switch would 
be required; if the latter, it would preferably be interlocked 
with the canopy switch, so that both cannot be closed 
together. 

The following sketch will probably explain my idea: — 


To obtain braking effect :— 


1. Throw C. S. across to other contact. Notching arm 
of controller, of course, must be at zero position. 

9. Pull reversing handle back. ; 

3. Move notching arm carefully up on the series 
notches: the last notch will not be reached, as some resist- 
ance wil always be required in circuit, at least until:the 
speed has dropped to a low value. 

I have not shown all of the main drum of the controller, 
but instead have dotted the leads to denote that other ewitches 
and apparatus lie between the canony switch and the revereer, 
and also between the armature and ground. 

As no alterations sre required on the controller wiring or 
contacts, &c., this will not confuse anybody. 


W. a. Stuart. 
Trethomas, May 96th, 1990. | ie 
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C. S. Canopy switch. A. = Armature. 
R. - Grid resistance. F. = Series field. 
O. R. S. Controller reverging switch. 


An A. E. G. Turbo-Alternator. 


May I be allowed the hospitality of your columns to bring 
to the notice of those interested in the electricity Industry the 
proposal of the electrical engineer for the Newport (Mon.) Cor- 
poration Electricity Department to place the order for repeir 
to, and a new rotor for. the A.E.G. turbo-alternator installed 
at the power station with the A. E. G. of Berlin? | 

It would he interesting to know if our own manufacturers 
have heen asked to quote for this work. 

It may be that there are special features connected with this 
machine which make it essential to have the Jerrys on the 


If such he the case, the quicker thia machine is put out of 
eommission the hetter, and replaced with one of British manu- 
facture, made and capable of being repaired, if necessary, by 
British labour. | s 

British. 


The London Hospital. M | 


Probably many of vour readers have seen my recent letter 
in the Timea. The London Hospital—the biggest m England 
and їп London's most crowded corner—is on the roeks. 

A few dave ago we could not pay опг week’s bills, and 
we are still faced with the tragedy of closing. 

The week's bills require £4,000, and I am thankful to say 
I have received two cheques for that amount from two gentle- 
men in the Citv—who prefer to remain unknown—each 
undertaking the upkeep for one week. | 

This way seems to lie salvation. 

May I appeal to anvone whose business is flourishing to 
keep the whole hospital for a week? Failing that for a day 
or an hour—not a difficult calculation! 

| Е Knutsferd, 

l Chairman.. 
Whitechapel. M | | 
June 5th, 1920. E C ' 
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ELECTROLYTIC CAUSTIC SODA-CHLORINE CELLS. 


THE principle of the electrolysis of brine for the production 
of caustic soda and chlorine is exceedingly simple. On the 
passage of a current of electricity through a solution of 
common salt chlorine gas is evolved at the anode, or remains 
dissolved in the liquid surrounding it, while at the cathode 
hydrogen is liberated and caustic soda is formed. Owing, 
however, to the secondary reactions which ensue the primary 
products of electrolysis are not available in a simple cell to the 
extent theoretically. possible. In consequence numerous 
modifications have been introduced with the object of elimi- 
nating or controlling these secondary reactions. i 

If it were possible to remove the chlorine, caustic soda, 
and hydrogen as rapidly as they were formed, no current 
would be used in the secondary reactions, and the ampere- 
hour efficiency would be 100 per cent. In other words, each 
ampere-hour would yield 1.3220 gm. of chlorine, 1.4910 gm. 
of caustic soda, and 0.03759 gm. of hydrogen. In actual 
practice the ampere-hour efficiency ranges from 90 to 98 per 
cent. 

The energy efficiency depends upon both the current and 
the voltage of the cell. The cell voltage comprises two parta, 
the voltage required to decompose the solution and the voltage 
necessary to overcome the resistance of the solution and of 
the electrodes. The decomposition voltage of brine is approxi- 
mately 2.3 volts, and no current will pass through the cell 
until the applied voltage exceeds this value. The usual 
operating voltages are from 3 to 7 volts per cell dependent 
upon the design, temperature, and current density. With 
& cell having 100 per cent. ampere-hour efficiency operating 
at a pressure of 2.3 volts the energy efficiency would be 100 
per cent. In practice the energy efficiency is between 30 
and 75 per cent. The difference in the voltage of different 
cells depends almost entirely upon the current densitv and 
the length of the current path in the electrolyte. This is 
due to the fact that the resistivity of a 25 per cent., or nearly 
saturated, brine solution is 1.76 ohms per inch, or 2} 
million times that of pure copper. Consequently а great area 
of electrolyte and a short current path are required to avoid 
an excessive voltage drop. 

Of the electrolytic chlorine cells in commercial operation 
the diaphragm type is the most satisfactory at present on 
the market. In this type a porous partition, usually con- 
sisting of a moulded asbestos compound, separates the anode 
and cathode compartments, and the flow of the electrolyte 
itself is made to oppose the passage of the caustic soda to the 
anode compartment. The gases. chlorine and hvdrogen, ac- 
cumulate above the surface of the electrolyte and are readily 
drawn off. The caustic soda is removed from the cathode 
partially bv the flowing salt solution and partially bv gravity. 

The earliest successful diaphragm cell was the Griesheim. 
first used in Germany in 1890. In this cell an iron container 
serves as the cathode. The anodes are plates of magnetic 
iron oxide, and the diaphragms formed of a composition of 
salt, cement and hydrochloric acid compose the walls of the 
box-shaped anode compartments. In use the salt dissolves 
and leaves a very fine porous wall. These cells are steam- 
jacketed, and the temperature of the electrode is kept between 
80 deg. C. and 90 deg. C. The anode current density is 
from 10 to 90 amperes per square foot. 

Of the diaphragm cells in use mav be mentioned the Har. 
greaves-Bird in England; the Finlav in Belfast; the Guthenin- 
Chalandre extensivelv employed in France. Switzerland. and 
Spain: the Billeter-Leykam in Austria: the Townsend, Те 
Sueur's, Billeter-Siemens, Allen-Moore. Wheeler, Jewel, and 
Nelson in the United States of America. 

The largest single chlorine plant in the world is the U.S.A. 
Jovernment plant at Edgewood Arsenal. Baltimore, where 
over 8,500 Nelson cells are installed for the production of 
100 tons of chlorine gas per 24 hours. This plant was installed 
during the war in four months. In fig. 1 is given an illustra- 
tion of the Nelson cell embodying the latest improvements. 
The body of the cell consists of a rectangular tank of 3 in. 
steel plate in which л U-shaped cathode of perforated sheet 
steel is mounted, and acts as the form for the anode com- 
partment. The cathode supports the asbestos dianhragm, 
and the U-shaped anode compartment is closed at the enda 
by blocks of cement mortar. The top of the anode compart- 
ment is closed bv an inverted rectangular box of slate elaha 
which support the graphite blocks that form the anode 
proper. The anode blocks are 4 in. bv 4 in. bv 17 in., and 
the lugs are 24 in. in diameter bv 12 in. long. Thev are 
specially treated, with a consequent increase in their life of 
more than two years. and they have but one joint. which 
ensures maximum conductance. The cells are fitted with an 
automatic feeding device which is simple and has proved 
reliable in service. Tt consists of a float on which is mounted 
^ dull knife edge which presses against a piece of rubber 
tubing through which the brine is supplied to the cell. The 
slightest rise of the float cuts off the feed entirely. and the 
«mallest drop permits the flow to start again. No 
trouble is caused bv dirt in the brine. as it is purified 
before nassing into the cells, it being essential in the oneration 
of a chlorine cell for iron, alumina, lime, and magnesia to be 


* Chemical and Мей Engineering, Vol. 21, No. 9, 
pp. 69-72 and Vol. 91, No. 3, pp. 133-136. Abstract. 


excluded. The rate of percolation of the brine through 
the diaphragm is kept uniform by means of steam in the 
cathode compartment, and this steam also assists in dissolving 
the caustic soda formed at the cathode as well as in heating 
the cell, and thus reducing its resistance. Should the pores 
of the diaphragm begin to close, due to the presence of exces- 
sively strong caustic liquor, they can be freed by increasing 
the amount of steam. | 

The normal operating period between renewals of the dia- 
phragm is from six to eight months, and during this period 
the operating conditions remain practically constant. The 
cells are rated at 1,000 amperes, at which current the most 
efficient results are obtained, although they can be run as 
low as 600 amperes without serious loss of efficiency, and will 
stand a continuous overload of 10 per cent. without damage 
to the plant or product. The voltage drop is from 3.5 to 
3.8 volts with a usual average of 8.7 volts over six months. 
Plant records show about 90 per cent. ampere-hour efficiency 
and а 60 per cent. energy efficiency. ne the best 
features of the cell is that it can be shut down either acci- 
dentally or intentionally for short or long periods as often 
as desired without damage to the cell or serious loss of effi- 
ciency. When operated at 1,000 amperes these cells are 
guaranteed to produce 60 lb. of chlorine and 68 lb. of sodium 
hydroxide per cell per 24 hours when supplied with a brine 
solution not exceeding 120 lb. of salt. 

In the mercury type of cell anodes of carbon with & cathode 


of mercury are used. The sodium liberated by electrolysis 


amalgamates with the mercury, and the amalgam is trans- 
ferred mechanically to an adjacent compartment containing 


ae 
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Fic. 1.—Тне NELSON ELECTROLYTIC CELL. 


water, by which it is decomposed. Sodium hydroxide ie 
formed with the evolution of hydrogen, and the mercury is 
freed, and is returned to the electrolytic chamber. The 
chlorine is collected above the anodes, and the caustic eoda 
eo formed is very pure. 

In England the Castner-Kellner cell was an early represen- 
tative of this type. Although the efficiencies are good the 
initial cost is extremely high. A plant having a capacity of 
one ton of chlorine per day would contain about 13,000 lh. 
of mercury. Other mercury cells are the Solvay-Kellner, the 
Rhodin, and the Wildermann. 

The many advantages of the mercury cell are offset by the 
comparatively large capital outlay involved, and the large 
floor epace required, coupled with the difficulty of removing 
the impurities from the mercury. The high fixed charges 
can only compensated for by low energy costs, so that 
the mercury cell would appear to be restricted to regions of 
cheap electric power. 

With the bell process no diaphragm or mercury is used; 
the partial separation of the caustic eoda and salt solutions is 
effected by gravity. A bell of non-conducting material coated 
on its outer surface with sheet iron forms the cathode, and 
is supported in an open tank. Inside the bell a horizontally 
surpended carbon plate acts as the anode from which the 
current flows down through the salt solution, which is fed 
into the anode compartment, under the edge of the bell and 
up to the cathode. The chlorine evolved is drawn off through 
an opening in the top of the bell, and the heavy caustic a 
formed at the cathode sinks and is drawn off at the bottom 
of the tank. The sodium chloride drawn off with the caustic 
soda crvstallises out on concentration of the caustic soda by 
evaporation. In practice a tank contains 25 bells operating 
in parallel. Modifications of the original Aussig cell are the 
Jewell and the Jenkins. 

The bell cells are free from diaphragm troubles, reliable in 
operation, and have small capital and maintenance costs, but 
they take up a large amount of room, and their energy effi- 
ciency is low. 

Electrolytic chlorine plants constitute a load of the most 
attractive type for central stations. For many types of cells 
the steady amperage at low voltage may be taken directly 
from a rotary converter at the available pressure, say 110 
to 500 volts. For example. cells using 1,500 amperes at 3.5 
volts could be connected 30 in series on 110 volts, in which 
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case the required converter capacity would be 165 xw. Such 
a plant would produce, say, 2, 880 lb. of chlorine per 24 hours. 
Voltage regulation is unnecessary. In addition, such a plant, 
equipped with the proper type of cell, would permit of off- 
peak operation. 

The increasing demand for chlorine, its numerous products 
and by-products must lead to the development of a recognised 
standard type of cell comparable in efficiency, durability, and 
ease of operation with other electrical apparatus. This ulti- 
mate type of cell will doubtless have an energy efficiency 
' above per cent.; it wil operate with little attention; it 
will be unaffected by any interruption in the electrical supply; 
its elements will, as in the case of the storage battery, require 
but infrequent renewals; and ordinary impurities in the salt 
and water will] produce no effect upon its efficiency, and will 
be periodically removed as eimply as & boiler is blown off. 

That & wonderful expansion is assured to the electrical 
chlorine industry in the immediate future is an undeniable 
fact, and is one which cannot fail to attract the closest atten- 
tion, not only on the part of the chlorine manufacturer aud 
the rM engineer, but those in charge of electricity 
supply. 


TIDAL POWER. 


. far no tidal power development of any appreciable 
size has been carried out, although the idea is an old 
one. The present high cost of fuel and water power develop- 
ment in general has, however, revived interest in the subject, 
and the commercial possibility of such schemes is at the 
moment receiving serious consideration both in this country 
and in France. According to an article on the eubject in 
the June 3rd issue of Nature, from which the following 
particulars are derived, the power which may be de- 
veloped from a tidal basin of given area depends on the 
equare of the tidal range, and since the cost per H.P. of the 
necessary turbines and generating machinery increases rapidly 
as the working head is diminished, the cost per R. p. of a tidal- 
power installation, other things being equal, will be smallest 
where the tidal range is greatest. It is for this reason that 
the western, and especially the south-western, coasts of Great 
Britain, and the western coast of France. are particularly well 
adapted for such developments, since the tidal ranges are 
greater than in any other vart of the world, with the possible 
exceptions of the Bay of Fundy, Hudson’s Bay, and Port 
Gallelos, in Patagonia. 

In Great Britain the highest tides are found in the estuary 
of the Severn, the mean range of the spring tides at Chepstow 
being 42 ft., and of the пеар tides 91 ft. In France the maxi- 
mum range occurs at St. Malo, where it amounts to 49.5 ft. 
at spring tides, and about 18 ft. at nean tides. The tidal range 
in the Dee is 26 ft. at springs, and 12 ft. at neans, while the 
mean range of spring tides around the coast of Great Britain 
is 16.4 ft., and of neap tides 8.6 ft. The article briefly 
outlines and compares the five most promising schemes of 
development that have been suggested, and goes on to point 
out that the great difficulty in develoning a tidal scheme as 
compared with dn orthodox low head water-power scheme 
arises from the relatively great fluctuations in head. In the 
case of the Severn, for example, the working head at springs 
would be twice as great as at neaps. and the energy output 
per tide would he four times as great at svrings as at neaps. 
while at St. Malo the output would be 5.5 times as great at 
aprin?s ав at neaps. AEN 

Not only is the installation subject to this cvclical fluctuation 
of head, but in any simple scheme the turbines also cease to 
operate for a more or less extended period on each tide: and 
this idle period will gradually work around the clock, and will, 
at regular intervals, be included in the normal industrial work- 
ing day. 

In any installation, then, designed for an ordinary industrial 
load, unless the output is cut down to that obtainable under 
the minimum head available at the worst period of a nean 
tide, in which case only a very small fraction of the total avail- 
able energy is utilised and the cost of the necessary engineer- 
ing works per Н.Р. will. except in exceptionally favonrable cir- 
cumstances. he prohibitive. some form of storage system forms 
an essential feature of the scheme. 

Varions storage systems have heen suggested. Electrical 
accnmulators must be ruled out, if only en account of the cost. 
and the same anplies to all svstems making use of compressed 
air. The only feasible svstem appears to consist of a storaae 
reservoir shove the level of the tidal besin. Whenever the 
output of the primary tnrbines exceeds the industrial demand, 
the excess energv is utilised to pnmp water into the reservoir. 
and when the demand exceeds the output from the primarv 
turbines it is supplied hv a series of generators driven bv a 
battery of secondary turbines operated by the water from the 
stora пе reservoir. 

Evidently thie method js avnilahle only when the nbhvsical 
eonfiguration of the district affords a muitable reservoir site 
within a reasonable distance of the tidal basin. Unfortnnately 
also considerable losses are inevitable in the process, Where 


.per cent. in the output. 


two tidal schemes at eome distance apart differ sufficiently in 
phase, it is possible to work the two in conjunction, but 
this does not affect the necessity of storage as between spring 
and neap tides. | 

The prospects of tidal-power echemes would be much more 
promising if the whole of the output could be utilised ав it is 
generated. By feeding into a distributing main in conjunction 
with a large steam station and/or inland water power scheme, 
and delivering to an industrial district capable of absorbing 
a comparatively large night load, such a state of affairs might 
be realised, at all events approximately. There is also the 
possibility that the intermittent operation of certain electro- 
chemical processes may be developed so as to enable any sur- 
plus power to be absorbed ав and when available, and, if so, 
power developed tidally will probably prove cheaper in this 
country than that developed from any other source. | 

Owing to the relatively large variations in working head in 
any simple scheme, and to the small working heads, the design 
of hydraulic turbines capable of giving constant d with 
reasonable efficiencies, and of moderately high speeds of rota- 
tion, is a matter of considerable difficulty. Modern develop- 
ments, however, promise much better results in both these 
respects. 

Even with euch turbines, the number of technical problema 
to be solved before а tidal scheme of any magnitude can be 
embarked upon with confidence is large. The questions of 
eingle- versus double-way operation, of storage, of the effect 
of sudden changes of water-level due to strong winds, of wave 
effects, of silting in the tidal basin and of ecour on the down- 
stream side of eluices, of the best form of turbine and of 
generator, and of their regulation and of that of the sluice- 
gates, are probably the most im portant, though not the only, 
subjects to consider. 

On the other hand, the possibilities of tidal power, if it can 
be developed commercially, are very great. ing a mean 
tidal range of only 20 ft. at springs, and 10 ft. at neaps, and 
adopting the single-basin method of development with o 
tion on both rising and falling tides, each square mile of basin 
area would be capable, without storage, of giving an average 
daily output of approximately 110,000 H.p.-hours. In euch an 
estuary ag the Severn, where an area of 20 square miles could 
readily be utilised with a spring tidal range of 42 ft., the aver- 
ane daily output, without storage, would be approximately 
10,000,000 H. p.-hours. | 

At the present time it is difficult to obtain even a rough 
estimate of the total cost of such a scheme, owing to the un- 
certainty regarding many of the factors involved. The whole 
question would appear to merit investigation, especially on 
matters of detail, by a technical committee with funds avail- 
able fér experimental work. 


British Canals.—A Committee on Inland Waterways 
has been appointed of which Mr. Neville Chamberlain, M.P., 
is chairman, and Mr. Arthur Sharp, Development Depart- 
ment, Ministry of Transport, 8, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W. 1, 
is the eecretary. 

The terms of reference are: To consider and report as to :— 

1. What portions, if any, of the inland waterway system 
of the country should be acquired by the EY of Trans- 
port with a view to improvement, and upon what terms; 
what should be the form of ownership of such acquired por- 
tions; whether under the State, through a Department of the 
Ministry of Transport, or through a Regional Trust, or by any 
other methods; and 

2. If a trust be recommended, what should be its con- 
stitution and the nature of ite ош body ? | 

3. What improvement should be carried out in such acquired 
portions? What would be the cost of the improvement, and 
how should the necessary funds be raised? Whether such 
acquired or improved portions would become self-supporting, 
and, if not, what deficit would be involved, also what in- 
direct advantage would be obtained to compensate therefor? 

4. What method should be adopted to ensure that any im- 
provement in the value of the frontages should be secured, 
in part at least, to the body carrying out the improvement 
to the waterway? | 
5. In what manner could co-operation best be developed 
between transport by water and transport by rail or road? 


The Output of Coal.—According to figures quoted in 
the Times, the output of coal for the week ended May 99nd 
was 4,830,707 tons, against 4,860,668 tons in the previous week 
and 4,674,302 tons in the corresponding long week in North- 
umberland and Durham. The output of coal from mines 
under the Coal Mines Act, which had fallen from 287,411,869 
tons in 1913 to 927,714,579 tons in 1918, rose to 229,743,198 tons 
in 1919. The number of persons employed was 1,191,318, an 
increase of 182,446 persons on the figures for the year 1918, 
and an increase of 63.493 persons on the pre-war year of 1913. 
The figures show an increase on the pre-war figures of 5.6 per 
cent. in the numbers emploved, but & decrease of about 20.1 
The average output per pereon em- 
ploved underground fell from 3392 tons in 1913 to 253 tons in 
1919, and the average output per person employed under and 
above ground from 267 tons to 201 tons, netu P 
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' Cycles for Disabled Men.—A Rally and Demonstration 
of Cycles for war-maimed men is taking place to-morrow, 
Saturday, June 12th, at 2.30 p.m., in the Inner Circle, Regent's 
Park, London, N.W. It has been organised by the editor of the 
Motor-Cycle and Motor Trader. Eighteen British makers of hand- 
propelled and motor-assisted cyoles have signified their imtention 
of taking part in the Rally, with close upon 50 machines, but an 
open invitation is extended to all actual users of hand-propelled 
cyoles in the London area to take part, and it is expected that in 
consequence fully 100 machines willbe present. One of the firms 
participating is MESSRS. CARTERS, LTD., of New Cavendish Street, 
W., who аге sending one of their electrically-propelled bath chairs. 


Н i А 

Manchester Steam Users’ Association.—The annual 
report of the above association for 1919, announces that the total 
number of members is now 2,006, and the total revenue for the year 
was £27,850, but there was a resultant deficit of £5,121. The 
groas number of inspections carried out was 22,256, and no boiler 
under inspection and guarantee burat during the year. The chief 
engineer received the honour of O.B.E. during the period covered 
by the report, for services in connection with the war. | 


Extension of the Uses of Rabber—The Rubber 


Growers’ Association has decided to offer £5,000 ав prizes, in the 
form of a competition for ideas and suggestions for extending the 
present uses, or for encouraging new uses, of rubber. A pamphlet 
has been issued containing full particulars and conditions of the 
competition, Copies can be obtained from the Secretary of the 
Association, at 38, Eastcheap, London, E.C.3. There will be one 
prize of £1,000, three of £500, ten of £100, and £1,500 will be 
divided between the remaining competitors whose suggestions are 
considered to be of value. 


A Congress and Exhibition at the Hague.—A Congress 
of the Government and Local Roads Authorities will be held at 


the Hague from September 165th to the 26th this year. The Con- 


gresa will consist of the Government engineers who have charge of 
the main roads, and the provincial councils and engineers who are 
responsible for the maintenauce of the smaller roads, also the 
municipal authorities who have under their charge streets and town 
thoroughfares. An important feature will be that an exhibition 
is to be held at the same time of road-making materials, machinery, 
&c., and of the various makes of commercial motors suitable for 
road transport. As the question of road-making and maintenance 
is of increasing importance, in view of the development of road 
transport, the Exhibition Section of tbe Federation of Bsitish 
Industries, for the convenience of British manufacturers, has 
undertaken the representation of this exhibition in England. 

With regard to commercial motor-cars suitable for road transport, 
no lorry manufacturers exist in Holland. There is only one firm 
manufacturing ordinary passenger automobiles, and only two firms 
manufacturing motor tires on a small scale. For the interest of 
British firms, manufacturers, and engineers, it may be said that 
the exhibits will cover everything to do with roads, including 
maps, models, and statistics, machines used in road-making, and 
all the equipment necessary for the beautifying and illumination 
of streets and thoroughfares. On the transport side, exhibita will 
cover motor-lorries, commercial vehicles, spare parts, tires, accas- 
soriea, motor fuel, motoring equipment and clothing. The 
Federation is in possession of full information, and can arrange all 
details for those who wish to exhibit or to visit the exhibition. 
Inquiries should ba addressed to the Exhibition Section of the 
Federation of British Industries, 39, St. James's Street, London, 


S. W. 1. 5 

Aunual Outings.— The staff of Messrs. PRIMROSE AND 
PRIMROSE, electrical engineers, Glasgow, held their annual sports 
outing at Whistlefield, on Saturday last. The principals, Messrs. 
James and Clifford Primrose and Mr. R. Spencer Smith, were 
present. There were several exciting and amusing contests, 
including a five-a-side football match between the various depart- 
ments. Mrs. James Primrose presented the prizes. 

The staff outing of the ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES Co., of 233, 
Tottenham Court Road, took place on Saturday, June 5th. The 
party travelled by motor char-à-banos to Marlow, and oarried 
through a very fine programme, At the luncheon, Mr. Percy 
L. Davies (managing director) thanked the staff for their ener- 
getio work during the past 12 months, particularly those who 
had borne the anxiety of the early days, and congratulated them 
on their having brought tbe year to such a successful termination. 
In the evening a concert programme, under the direction of Mr. 
S. A. Coleman, was rendered and thoroughly enjoyed. 


The Strike at Levers and Co-partnership.— The elec- 
tricians, E. T. U. men, who were recently on strike at Lever Bros., 
Port Sunlight Works, have had their ca-partnership benefits 


cancelled. 

The Wimbledon Dispute.—The dispute between the 
Corporation and E. P. E. A. with reference to the previous decision 
of the Corporation not to pay the bonus of £30 granted by the 
National Joint Board of Employers and Members of Staffs to the 
technical staffs of electricity supply undertakings has now been 
settled. The E.P.E.A. at the request of the Ministry of Labour and 
other authorities azreod to defer any action until after the meeting 
of the Council on the 2nd inst., whereat а resolution agreeing to 
pay the bonus was passed by the Council, This has been made 


(2010. 25. BUSINESS NOTES. 


effective by another resolution of the Counoil passed on th 
4th inst., rescinding the previous resolution not to pay the bonm, 
Мг. W. A. Jones, general secretary to the E. P. E. A., informs u 
that the satisfactory settlement of this dispute is due in йо emal] 
measure to the persistent interest of the Hlectrio Lighting Com. 
mittee and its chairman, Councillor Hatherly-Mynott, in the stag 
of the department under its control, and thé energetic mese 
taken by the Mayor, Alderman D. Stuart, to deal with the situation 
that had arisen. a 
The influence of the National Joint Board through its consti. 
tuent associations was also an effective contributory factor.to the 


settlement. 


The Merchant Trade in Germany.—It is ‘announced 
that a number of merchant and export firms in the electrical 
industry have formed a community of interests to protect them. 
selves against the inconveniences which have arisen in connection 
with the supply of electrical manufactures to merchants ani 
exporters by makers, and against the threatened stoppage of the 
export trade by Government measures, particularly the export duty 
of 6 to 10 per cent. of the value. | 


Motor-Cycle Records.— The new British motor-cycle records 
recently set up for 100, 150, 350, 400, 450, and 500 miles, and for 
1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 hours were made by riders using British 
magnetos—the C.A.V. aD NN 

French Company Notes,—There has been established at 
Paris (95, Rue Saint Lazare) the Société Phénicienne de Force et 
Lumière, with a capital of 500,000 fr. for the utilieation of all 
forms of electric energy. я 

With a capital of 300,000 fr., the Société Voltampére has been 
constituted at Paris (30, Rue des Trois Bornes) for the manv- 
facture and trade in electrical fittings. Я Т 

Ferdinand et Jean Guerpillon is the style of & company formed 
at Paris (4, Rue du Borrégo) to carry on the busjness of electric. 
measuring apparatus makers of Mrs. Graindorge. The capital is 
250,000 fr. | а; Т 

There has been constituted at Paris, under the name of Chesni 
et Cie. (4, Rue Léon Cosnaro) a company with 100,000 fr. capitel 
for the purchase, sale, and installation of electro-mechanical 
appliances, the installation of high and low-tension networks, 
power stations, transformer posts, &c. | "M We 

The Société Andelysienne d’Electricité (11, Rue de la Tour des 
Dames, Paris) has written down its capital from 1,500,000 fr. to 


750,000 fr., and increased its capital to 5,000,000 fr. Eventual 


increase to 10,000,000 fr. rests with the Directorate, _ И 
Hamés, Laborie et Cie. has been incorporated (109, Rue de Sèvres, 
Paris) for trade in electrical apparatus, more partioulatly an 
apparatus to prevent motor-car thefts. — ' ~- ас 
The Société Hydroélestrique de la | 
(capital 500,000 fr.) has been dissolved, its assets having been 
acquired by the Société Hydroéleotrique de Vizille, which dis- 
charges the former's liabilities. | „ 
There has been formed at Lilas (Avenue Pasteur 98) as а cot- 
pany, О. Demarquest et Cie., for electrical and mechanical con 
struction. . Its capital is 150,000 fr. | TE. 
Under the style of Le Progrés Mócanique L.Parmentier et Cie. 
has been constituted a company at Olichy (89, Rue de Villeneuve), 


with a capital of 100,000 fr. for the manufacture and sale of all © 


kinds of telephonic, electrical and mechanical apparatus and 
accessories. | | 


Australian Tariff Affects Tramways.— Schemes of tram- 
way development in the Common wealth, it is said, are likely to be 
checked, if not crippled, by the extra duties placed іп the new 
tariff upon imported rails. A scrutiny of the tariff reveals that the 
duties on all steel rails, including tramway rails, have been raised 


D 


from 178. 6d..to 35s. and 658, a ton, according to the country of 


origin. While these duties are intended to give extra protection to 
Australian manufacturers, it is pointed out that owing to plant 
suitable for the manufacture of tramway rails not being available it 
will be impossible for some considerable time to oome to drew 
supplies from Australian sources.— Melbourne Herald. ГЮ. 


British Empire Exhibition in London. It, is intended 
to hold in London im 1923, or at such earlier date as may prove 


possible, a great British Empire Exhibition, which will аш 


strate the magnitude of the resources and productive power of 

parts of the Empire. A meeting was held at the Mansion House 
on Monday last, at which communications from the Prince of 
Wales and the Prime Minister were read. Viscount Milner, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, urged the claims of the 
Exhibition, and other speakers were the Right Hon. W. A. Watt, 
Sir George Perly, and Sir Robt. Horne (President of the Board of 


Trade). Mr. Н. G. Williams, secretary of the Machine Tool Trade 
reased regret 


Association, speaking f the body of the hall, e | 
SP „„ y T exhibition. . 


that the Government had given approval to a long-period ex! , 
Exhibitions were among the best advertising media, but gix-months 
exhibitions which formed a fair ground were not the best method 
of promoting British trade. | u 


Plant for Sale,—Whitby Urban District Council invites 


offers for one 100-Kw. Parsons turbo-alternator, and oné Mh 


vertical-enclosed engine complete. Heckmondwike Urban 

Council Electricity Department has for disposal one 76-k w. Rearell- 
Fowler generating set, and one 465/550-volt p.c. Fowler generating 
set. For further information, seg our advertisement pages to-087 


Haute Bourne, of Grenoble 
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Catalogues Wanted at Charlerol.— The British Vice- 
Consul at Charleroi (Mr. J. P. Macgregor) reports that a special 
catalogue and sample room has been opened there, and he would be 
glad to receive catalogues (if possible in French) from British 
manufacturers, as well as small samples of all kinds, for exhibition. 
Notices are sent to the local Press at regular intervals of all 
catalogues and samples received, and every effort is made to bring 
these to the notice of Belgian importers. 


Lead.— Under date June 5th, Messrs. G. Cawson & Co. 
report :— .. 

The export demand has been very poor, and general trade seems to have 
become decidedly worse, so that home consumers are only taking very limited 
quantities of lead. Even the demand for electrical purposes appears to be 
falling off. If this situation continues, we are afraid the prices may further 
decline. There is no lack of lead coming forward; in fact, it is sometimes 
difficult to get rid of metal, as it arrives without going to the expense of ware- 
housing. Reports from producing countries look more favourable, 

On the same date Messrs. JAMES FORSTER & Co. reported :— 


There is no change in the general position.. There is still no quota- 
tion of lead on the New York market, a condition which has existed for weeks 
past. On the other hand, ‘consumers, as is usual in such market conditions as 
this week, are little in evidence. Export business is quiet, and conditions in 
the City, financial and otherwise, continue to exert an adverse influence all 
round. It may safely be said that, with anything like normal consumption and 
conditions, the supplies to be expected in the next few months are totally 
inadequate. 


Tasmanian Hydro- Electric Plant. — A newspaper 
report from Tasmania states that the State Hydro-electric Depart- 
is making extensive purchases of machinery in connection with 
developmental work at Waddamana, Lake Rolleston, Launceston, 
and Bridgewater. It is alleged by the Department that, despite the 
fact that all machinery which cannot be manufactured in Australia 
is supposed to be admitted free of Customs duty, Tasmania has to 
pay many thousands of pounds a year in duty on machinery from 
England and America which admittedly cannot be made in the 
Commonwealth. Mr. Hayes (Minister for Works) stated, in April, 
that under the new tariff the Hydro-electric Department would be 
hit very hard, and he hoped that something would be done by way of 
amendment before the proposals passed the Federal Parliament. 


The Norwegian Aluminium Co.— The report of the 
A. S. Hoyangfeldene Norsk Aluminium Co., which was presented 
at the annual meeting held at Christiania on June Ist, states that 
the production of carbide, iron and electrodes had been discontinued 
and the remainder of the raw materials been sold. The production 
of aluminium was started, and would be increased gradually as 
larger supplies of alumina were received, which would depend, in 
the first place, upon the output in France. Unfortunately, con- 
siderable disappointment had been caused through the delay in the 
delivery of machinery by the European firms, but the machinery 
had now arrived, and experimental working for the essential part 
of the works had been begun. The work undertaken in the 
direction of the production of alumina from Norwegian raw 
materials was continued and brought to a close in the course of the 
year. The method had been carried out by an expert committee, 
who characterised it both technically and economically as possess- 
ing the competitive capability of solving the question of the pro- 
daction of alumina from native clay. As, however, the war was over, 
and the delivery of supplies of alumina could be reckoned on from 
France, the directors did not find any reason for the present for 
taking up the production according to this method. During the 
work of endeavouring to ensure further supplies of raw materials, 
they had paid special attention to comprehensive and valuable 
deposits in Surinam, Dutch Guiana, The subsidiary formed by 
the company—the N.V. Nederlandsche Mijn  Exploratie en 
Exploitatie Maatschappij—in which the company held the majority 
of the shares, had now been granted a concession by the Dutch 
Government for these deposits. In the case of the A. S. Nordisk 
Aluminium Industri, of Holmestrand, which is also a subsidiary 
company..the report states that the installation had so far been 
completed that it had been possible to commence production. The 
accounts show a deficit of 1,336,00€ kr. for the year, during nine 
months of which practically no manufacturing was carried on, As 
to the future prospects, the directors remark that the demand for 
aluminium is coneiderable, and prices are favourable, and should 
yield good profits as soon as the works are in full operation, 


Italian Government Electrical Contracts.— During 
1919 the Italian Government placed contracts for the following 
electrical plant:—  : ' 


Copper wire ses ose 10,000,000 lire 
Telephone cable. m 4,000,500 „ 
Telephonie apparatus. oF 3" 1,000,000 „ 
Cord vas —— "T EO - 350,000 „ 
Dry and wet batteries 9. 5, 230,000 „ 

' Covered wire ma ied d 220,000 „ 
Insulators... "E CS | 1,300,000 „ 
Poles °... ee Va сав 750,000 „ 


The above is exclusive of contracts for large canalisation works: 
power station equipment, Xc. 


German Representation.—Judging by copies of a letter 
which we have received personally, and had brought to our notice 
otherwise, a German firm of meter makers is circularising the elec- 
trical profession broadcast with a view to securing a London repre- 
sentative. A correspondent suggests that this is the beginning of 
" peaceful penetration”; but that, we believe, began again in 
November, 1918. d på 


A Canadian Exhibition in London.—The Canadian 
Industries Exhibition, which was formally declared open by Sir 
G. McLaren Brown; of the C. P. R., on Monday last, remains open 
until 17th inst. It is being held at the Royal Agricultural Hall, 
Islington, and any reader who wants to come closely into touch 
with Canadian affairs should make an effort to inspect the exhibits 
during the remaining few days. The display affords a very 
convincing evidence of the great industrial strides that Canada has 
made since 1914, directly as the result of war-time manufacturing 
operations, Six years ago the exports of Canadian products were 
chiefly of agricultural and raw-material descriptions, but since the 
war-time factories have turned over to peace-time operations, an 
export trade in manufactured goods has been developed, which 
bids fair to reach large proportions. Sir G. McLaren Brown said 
that the possibilities of Canada industrially were limitless, by 
reason of her geographical position, her vast and varied national 
resources, her practically unlimited navigable waterways, her 
healthy climate, and the energy of her people all of which made for 
low cost of production, operation, and distribution. This had been 
recognised already by their cousing to the south of the border, and 
many American factories had been established in Canadian terri- 
tory. As a Canadian, he was glad that the advantages of Canada 
as a country for manufacturing were coming te be recognised by 
manufacturers in England who proposed to establish Wanch factories. 
They would never regret it. S 

The exhibits are of a varied nature, indicating activity in steel 
products, polishes, gas engines, bicycles, steam-heating appa- tus, 
leather goods, agricultural machinery, paints and varnishes, electra 
irons, toasters and vacuum cleaners, enamelled ware, furniture, 
pianos and organs, lathes and hand-saws, petrol engines, engineers’ 
tools, and products of the Canadian Electro-Products Co., Ltd., and 
the Canada Carbide Co., whose works are at the Shawinigan Falls. 
At the time of our visit the Hoover electric suction cleaner was 
receiving a good deal of attention. Cinematograph filma of general 
life in Canada, also industrial films, are being shown free in the 
King Edward's Hall, morning, afternoon, and evening. Mr. H. 
Greville Montgomery, who has been responsible for the Exhibition, 
is to be congratulated upon the measure of success that has attended 
his efforts, in spite of most exceptional difficulties. The Exhibition 
is the firat of its kind held in London, but it will, unless we are 
mistaken, be followed by many others as Canadian export trade 
grows, as it seems destined to do, in the coming years. 


British Engineering Firms and, Manufacturing ia 
Australia, —According to the Melbourne Age for April 12th, repre-. 
sentatives of Vickers, Ltd., have been on a tour of inspection of the 
various engineering works in the Commonwealth for the purpose 
of investigating the possibilities of the extension of the engineering 
industry in Australia, The members of the party included J. 8. 
Redshaw, shipbuilding expert; L. Lawrence, marine engines; 
Captain F. W. Turner, Rolls Royoe engines; A. E. Meaden, motor 
cars. It is believed that the firm of Vickers, Ltd., which at 
present has a contract for the construction of three of the 15,000» 
ton vessels for the Commonwealth Government, is contemplating 
the extension to Australia of the various branches of its activities, 
including shipbuilding, aeroplanes, &c." Amongst the party was 
Mr. W. L. More, the representative in Australasia for Boving and 
Co., manufacturers of water turbines, and he was also investigating 
the possibility of the machines being constructed in Australia 
instead of, as hitherto, being imported. 


The Salvage of Oily Rags, &c.—Oily rags have 
hitherto been numbered amongst the things that are difficult to 
dispose of, except in a furnace; but the war has taught us many. 
things with regard to the salvage of waste materials, and the 
Ministry of Munitions erected special plant for extracting oil from 
rags, which were afterwards cleansed and sold to textile or paper 
mills. The manager of this plant was Mr. L. St. Clare Roberts,. 
who purchased it after the Armistice was signed, and transferred 
it to his new mills at Plaistow. A company has been formed 
under the style of Roberts, Paton & Co., Ltd., Chapel Mills, Eve 
Road, London, E. 15, which delivers steel drums, free of charge, to 
customers in the London area, or free on rails for oountry 
customers, and oollecta them when full of oily rags, paying for the 
latter. Rags are much cheaper than ootton waste, and are more, 
absorbent ; for these reasons they were adopted in all the work- 
shops of the Royal Air Force, and engineering firms are following 
this example. 


Company. LIquidations.— ELECTRIC SMELTING Co., LTD: 
—Winding up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. G. A. V. Narraway, 
36, Queen Victoria Street, E. C. Meeting of creditors, June 14th. 

SURREY ELECTRICAL Co., Lrp.—Meeting of creditors is called | 
for June 17th, at 227-8, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, E. C. 

ELECTRIC TRAIN LIGHTING SYNDICATE, LTD.—A meeting is 
called for July 6th, at 4, Central Bank Chambers, Leeds, to hear an 
account of the winding up from the liquidator, Mr. G. Parish. 

ROTASPHERE, LTD.—A meeting of creditors was oalled for June 
10th. Liquidator, Mr. A. 8. Jopp. 

FULLER'S WIRE AND CABLE Co., LTD., FULLER’S CARBON AND 
ELECTRICAL Co. LTD. THE FULLER ACCUMULATOR Co, LTD, 
and J. C. FULLER & Son, LTD.——Final meetings of members are 
called for July 7th at Keenan's House, Crown Court, Cheapside, E.C. . 
Liquidator, Mr. H. M. Morris. | 

D. Нсктт & Co., Ltp.—A meeting of members is called for 
July Ist, at 1, Walbrook, E. C., to hear an account of the winding 
up from the liquidator, Mr. J. D. Broad. | 

FALKIRK IRON Co., LTD.—Meeting of creditors at 43, Vicar 
Street, Falkirk, on June 21st. Liquidator, Mr. J. Hastings.“ 
This liquidation is for purposes of reconstruction, All creditorg 
will be paid in full. | EK 
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Catalogues and Lists. — THE IMPERIAL ELECTRIC 
WoRES, 7-12, Imperial Mews, St. Martin's Avenue, East Ham, E.6. 
Illustrated leaflet describing Browning's electrically-heated 
soldering iron. 

"RAINBOW" ARTISTIO SHADE Co., 30, Laurel Road, Fairfield, 
Liverpool —An illustrated folder giving designs and prices of 
various types of silk lamp shades. 

Messrs. BRUCE PEEBLES Co., LTD., Edinburgh.—Pamphlet 
No. 21 D (20 pp). An illustrated catalogue of self-contained, 
medium-size D.C. dynamos and motors. The list gives full 
specifications and weights and dimensions in British and metric 
units. 

IGRANIC ELECTRIC Co., LTD., 147, Queen Victoria Street, E. C. 4. 
—Pamphlet No. 6,007, an illustrated leaflet entitled Electric Coil 
Winding,” showing various types of coils and windings. 


Book Notices.—'' Report of the Labour Co-partnership 
Association for the Year 1918." London. 3d.—The annual meet- 
ing takes place in London (at the Guildhall), on Wednesday, 
June 16th, at 3 o'clock. Lord Bobert Cecil, K.C., M.P., will pre- 
side; Mr. W. A. Appleton will deliver addreas, and Sir George Gibb 
will be one of the other speakers. 

“ Umsturz der Eipsteinschen Relativitätstheorie.“ By A. Patachke. 
Berlin-Wilmers⸗urf: from the author. 

* Lectures on Industrial Administration.” Edited by B. Muscio. 
Pp. vii =» 276. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons, Ltd. Price 


ба. пе 

golentifio Paper No. 374 of the U.S. Bureau of Standards. An 
integration. Method of Deriving the Alternating Current Resist- 
ance and Inductance of Conductors" (32 pp.). Washington: 
Government Printing Office. Price 10 cents. 

" Report of the British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey and 
the Balkan States (Ino.) for the Years 1914-19." Constantinople. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—C. J. T. HavxaN, electrical 
engineer, 76, Malvern Road, Leytonstone.—BReoeiving order made 
June 2nd, on debtor's own petition. First meeting, June 15th; 
publio examination, July 16th, both at Carey Street, W.C. 

BERNARD PORDES, lately carrying on business under the style of 
the United Electrical Manufacturers Co., at 18-22, Christopher 
Street, E.C.—Aocounts have been filed at the London Bankruptoy 
Court showing total liabilities £7,190 (unsecured £6,525), and 
assets consisting of book debts for £448, estimated to produce 
£160. The debtor manufactured electric pocket-lamp batteries, 
and he attributes his present position chiefly to losses, estimated 
at £12,000, sustained through the supply of bad chemicals ; also 
to loes of £2,000, costs of an action brought against him by a 
foreman for unjustifiable dismissal. The public examination was 
to have been held on June 8th, before Mr. Registrar Mellor, but 
Mr. W. Boyle, Official Receiver, reported that he had called upon 
the debtor to file cash and goods accounts, and both he and the 
trustee required time for purposes of investigation. By general 
consent the sitting was adjourned till July 20th. 


A German Order.— According to the South Wales Daily 
News for June 4th, the A. E. G. turbo-alternator of the Newport 
Corporation Electricity Committee is out of repair, and the 
engineer reported that it was very likely it would be found 
impossible to find any firm in the United Kingdom willing to 
undertake the repaira He thought that the Committee would 
have no alternative but to place the work with the A.E.G. Co., 
Berlin; but if this course was adopted it would be advisable to 
place an order for a new rotor, for which they had quoted £1,000 at 
arate of exchange of 200 marks to the £1, The Committee recom- 
mended that the new rotor be purchased. The Daily Sketch of 
June 8th gave the price as £1,600, and stated that a section of the 
Council strenuously opposed the proposal to place the order in 
Germany, but the chairman of the Tramways Committee pointed 
out that as the original machine came from Germany, English 
firms would not consider its repair for fear their employés would 
refuse to handle it, and because they said they were overwhelmed 
with orders. The recommendation was adopted. 


Cape Town.—The Electrical] Trades Union sent in a 
demand, through the Federation of Trades’ seoretary, to the 
Electrical Contractors’ Association at Cape Town for a minimum 
wage of 3s. 6d. per hour, with 75 per cent. of this amount for 
apprentices of four years’ standing. The time limit was June 8th, 
at which date the demand of the building trades' employés for 
48. per hour also matured. 


Trade Аппоппсетепіѕ. — Мв. E. M. Parsons, electrical 
contractor, who has been established at 67, King Edward Street, 
Hull, for over 17 years, is removing, on 14th inst., to larger 
premises at 38А, Brook Street, Hull. Telephone number unaltered : 
Central 5180." 

Mr. F. J. Hurst, for many years associated with the selling 
organisation of Messrs. Brown Bros., Ltd., motor and aircraft 
factors, has recently gone over to the Aircraft Disposal Co., Ltd., 
and is now installed at their sales headquarters at Regent House, 
Kingsway. 

Mr. P. BAXTER has commenced business as an electrical engineer 
at 29, Westgate, Grantham. 

Mr. G. С. BARNES, electrical engineer, has opened new premises 
at Regent Street South, Barnsley. 

Mr. A. B. CARTLAND has opened an office at 3, Creechurch Lane, 
Leadenhall Street, E.C.3, where he is specialising in fuel-econo- 
mising and smoke-abatement appliances, including the patent 
Sandwich system of boiler firing and the Gallagher-Crompton 
battie bridge, also the boiler efficiency calculator. : 


Auction Sale.—By direction of the Disposal Board 
Ministry of Munitions, Mr. C. D. Phillips will sell by auction on 
June 22nd and following days at the National Oarriage and Box 
Repair Factory, Newport, Mon., the factory plant, machine tools, 
electric motors, generating sets, o. For full particulars see our 
advertisement pages to-day. 


Dissolution of Partnership.—Munpay & PRIOR, agents 
and engineers, Belfast and Dublin.—Partnership dissolved. Mr. 
E. P. Prior has opened offices and stores at 44, King Street, Belfast, 
as wholesale electrical engineer, and has been appointed agent in 
Ireland for the Electric Construction Co., Ltd., the Sun Electrical 
Co, Ltd., and the New Pelapone Engine Co., Ltd. 


Foreign Trade. — May Fiaures.—The following are 
the values of imports and exports of electrical goods and machinery 
in May :— 


May. Ino. or 65 months, 1920 
1920. dec. Ino. or dec. 
IMPORTS. R R R 
Electrical goods, &c. ... 111,417 — 12,717 — 119,699 
Machinery б e. 1,617,839 + 404,834 + 988,344 
EXPORTS, 
Electrical goods, &o. ... 1,005,210 + 555,640 + 2,366,684 
Machinery “же . . 4,851,193 72,348,683 + 9,352,068 
RE-EXPORTS. 
Electrical goods, &0. ... 15,913 — 8,422 + 8,450 
Machinery ме * 157,067 + 94,657 + 349,996 


Copper and Lead Prices.—Mxssns. Е. Surrñ & Co. 
report, June 8thi:—Copper (electrolytic) bars, £110, 21 increase ; 
ditto sheeta, no change ; ditto wire rods, £125, £1 increase ; ditto 
H.C. wire, no change ; silicium bronze wire, no change. 

MESSRS. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report, June 9th :—Copper bars 
(best selected), sheets and rods, no change ; English pig lead, £39, 
& reduction of 30s. on the week. 

Con- 


Draughtmen's Association.—At the half-yearly 
ference of the Association of Engineering and Shipbuilding 
Draughtsmen, concluded at Blackpool, yesterday, the membership 
was stated to be over 15,000. Success in securing improved con- 
ditions was reported, and it was announced that the activities of 
the Association with regard to technical matters were increasing. 
Resolutions were passed protesting against the inclusion of 
draughtemen and staff workers generally witbin the Unemploy- 
ment Bill, and objecting to the further waste of public money on 
the maintenance of Employment Exchangee.— Daily Telegraph. 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Accrington.—PRIOR Revision.—The Corporation has 
appointed a Sub-Committee to consider a further revision in 
the prices of electricity, consequent on recent increases in coal and 
working charges. 


Australia. — TASMANIAN WATER PowER.—Operations 
are to be commenced shortly upon the Lake Rolleston hydro- 
electric scheme, which has been designed to supply power to the 
Read-Rosebery Co. for treating zinc ore. | 

SYDNEY ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.—TheSydney undertaking supplies 
over 80 municipalities with electricity, and, as all the agreements 
were made before the war, charges have not been increased, with 
consequent loss to the city. The only safeguard possessed by the 
Council at present ia to demand a guarantee that a certain minimum 
quantity of power will be taken, before new mains are laid. The 
City Council is endeavouring to get the municipalities concerned to 
agree to an increase in prices to place the undertaking in a better 
financial condition. 


Barnstaple, — Extensions.— The Town Council, on 
May 31st, adopted a scheme for extending the electricity works 
at an estimated cost of £39,000. Mr. J. 8. Highfield, the expert 
called in to advise on the extension, is to carry out the scheme 
on the terms quoted by him, namely, 5 per cent. on the total outlay. 


Batley.—LoAN.—The Electric Lighting Committee is 
applying to the Ministry of Health for sanction to borrow £4,600 
for mains extensions and services. 


Belfast.— Loan.— The Corporation is applying for 
sanction to a loan of £30,000 for expenditure upon the electricity 
undertaking, 


Birmingham.—ComMITTEE’s REPOhT.— А report of 
importance was presented at a recent meeting of the City Council 
by the Electric Supply Committee. It dealt with, among other 
things, the annual accounts of the department, which showed that the 
additional capital raised during the year amounted to £101,091, and 
the capital redeemed to £158,240. The outstanding debt was thus 
reduced by £57,149 to £1,881,628. The total amount of capital 
redeemed to date was equal to 34'3 per cent., and the net expendi- 
ture on this account was £110,879, chiefly in respect of the 
Nechells permanent station scheme. Dealing with revenue, the 
Committee stated that the quantity of electrical energy sold was 
nearly 128 million units, being a decrease of about 13 millions, or 
9°22 per cent. There was a heavy fall during the earlier part of 
the year, but during the last half, the sales improved progressively, 
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being 221 per cent. greater during the March quarter than in March, 
1919. This improvement was maintained, and the gross revenue 
from consumers exoeeded the previous year's total by 12'4 per cent. 
The increased expenditure and costa per unit were, to some extent, 
met by the authorised increases in charges to consumers which 
applied to the last seven months of the year. The principal 
increases in expenditure were in respect of coal. repairs, and rates 
and taxes, and wages had also advanced. The Committee explained 
further that considerable capital payments would have to be met 
before March, 1921, in respect of the Nechells permanent station 
scheme, and it was deemed necessary to set aside a further £10,000 
towards meeting interest charges, &o., on this temporarily unpro- 
duotive expenditure during the construction period. They oon- 
sidered also that it was neoessary to strengthen the renewals and 
special expenditure reserve, in view of the present heavy costs of 
engineering works which were likely to remain at-a high level 
for some time. Having regard to the recent advance of coal, it was 
necessary to revise the charges for electricity supplies. It was 
recalled that the City Council had sanctioned an increase in July, 
1919, sinee which date, in addition to the present advance in coal 
prices, many other costs of production had increased. The 
additional rates on the assessment of the undertaking this year 
would amount to nearly £30,000 more than in the year just ended, 
whilst wages, salaries, repairs, &o., were estimated to сові а further 
£32,000. The addition to the department's coal bill, due to the 
present advance, would be nearly £70,000; a large proportion of 
this was, however, automatically recovered from the large power 


users on the terms of their high-tension agreements, and this also 


applied to traction supplies. 


Blackburn,—AuxiL1ARY TURBINE.—Blackburn Corpora- 
tion has authorised the purchase of a turbine at Throstle Street 
Destructor Works, in order that it may be run by steam supplied 
by the cleansing department to relieve the pressure on the elec- 
tricity works during the winter months. 


Burnley. — DISTRICT COMMITTEE. — Burnley, Colne, 
Nelson, Accrington, and Rawtenstall have formed a District Com- 
mittee to act together in all matters arising from the formation 
of & Joint Eleotricity Authority for this area under the Electricity 
(Supply) Aot, 1919. 

LoAN.—The Town Council is making application to the Elec- 
tricity Oommiseioners for sanction to borrow £45,000 (making, 
with £76,000 previously applied for, £120,000) for carrying out 
proposed extensions at the electricity works, and the purchase and 
installation of the necessary plant; also for sanction to borrow 
£20,000 for the installation of mains during the ensuing two 
years. 


Burton-on-Trent.— YEAR'S WoRKING.—There was a net 
profit on the electricity undertaking during the past year of £1,427, 
as compared with £5,258 in the previous year. An additional 
capital expenditure of £2,385, however, has been contributed out 
of revenue this year, inoluding £1,288 for an electric lorry. 
£1,000 of the profit has been contributed towards the relief of the 
rates, the balance being transferred to the renewal fund. 


Ceylon.—H YpRo-ELEOTRIO Project.—The Times of 
India states that the Ceylon authorities are considering a proposal to 
develop the isiand’s water power. The initial cost of the scheme 
would be about nine million rupees, and a further three millions 
would be required for later extensions. The difficulty in obtain- 
ing machinery and the probable reluctance of power-plant owners 
to sorap their present plant are two great difficulties in the way of 


this proposal. 
Darlington.—ExTENS810N8.—The Town Council is applying 
for sanction to borrow £104,000 for extensions to buildings and 


plant. Accommodation is to be made for two 5,000-Kw. sets, but 
only one set and boilers will be installed at present. 


Dartford, —EXxTENsIoNs.—The Urban District Council 
has applied for a loan of £14,928 for a boiler, duplicate bus-bars, 
mains extensions, and a converter. A low-tension main to 
oost £1,865 is to be laid, in order to supply electricity to the works 
of Burroughs, Wellcome & Co., Ltd., and the Monazite Products, 
Ltd. 


Darwen.— Mains ExTENSIONS.—Senction to borrow 
£27,145 for extension of mains is being sought by the Corporation. 


Dewsbury.— Loan.—The Electricity Committee recom- 
mends application for a loan of £4,000 to cover the cost of mains 
and services for supplyiug electricity to Savile Town. 


Dover.— Loan SANCTIONED.—Sanction to borrow £1,000 
for mains extensions has been accorded the Town Council by the 
Electricity Commissioners. 


Falkirk. — EXTENSIONS APPROVED. — The Electricity 
Commissioners have sanctioned the carrying-ont of extensions to 
the electricity works. 'These extensions consist of generating and 
converting plant and mains. 


Grays.— LOAN.— The Urban District Council has applied 
for a loan of £1,500 for additional plant and mains. 


Iford.—DeErictency.—The Electricity Committee has 
received a letter from the Ministry of Health, stating that the 
appeal submitted by the Council against the disallowance of 
£10,261 88. ld. made by the district auditor at his audit of the 


accounts of the Council for the year ended March 31at, 1919, has 
been considered by the Minister of Health, and that it appears that 
the sum in question represents a deficiency on the Counoil’s elec- 
trical undertaking at March 31st, 1919; that the Minister is of 
opinion that the disallowance was lawfully made, and he acoord- 
ingly confirms the same, but before expressing any opinion as to 
the steps to be taken in dealing with this deficiency, he desires to be 
furnished with a report by the Council as to the prospects of ita 
extinction, The Committee instructed the Clerk to inform the 
Ministry, in reply, that a rate of 5d. in the £ had been made for the 
ensuing half-year, to meet the deficiency on last year's working. 


Leyton.— Year's WonkrNG.—The gross profit for the 
year ended March 31st last was £6,000. Of this amount half will. 
be absorbed in payment of interest, and the other half placed to 
the reserve fund. | 


London.— BETHNAL GREEN.— The Electricity Committee 
has recommended the installation of two 500-K.v.A. transformers at 
an estimated cost of £1,800 ; switchgear, 2600 land the carrying-out 
of mains extensions at a cost of £7,740. 


Morley.—YraAR's Worxkinc.—For the year ended 
March 31st last, the accounts of the electricity undertaking showed 
a total expenditure of £5,412, and a revenue of £7,883, the gross 
profit being £2,420. After paying off £2,138 in respect of interest 
on loans and si fund, there was a net profit of £281, as 
against a deficit of £1,759 in the previous year. 

BuLK SuPPLY.—The Corporation is considering terms for a 
supply of electricity in bulk for power purposes, and is in commu- 


‘nication with the Electricity Commissioners regarding the matter. 


Nottingham.— ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.—A report, which 
was passed for its first reading, was presented at the last meeting 
of the Nottingham City Council, dealing with future provision for 
electricity supply. Mr. J. H. Rider had been engaged by the 
responsible committee to deal with the question of a modern power 
station for the Nottingham district, such station to form a part of 
the general scheme for the East Midlands, and to supply an area 
extending in all directions beyond the boundary of the city. He 
has recommended the erection of a new station on the banks of the 
Trent, the plant installed, in the first instanoe, to be two 10,000-Kw. 
sets, and future extensions to consist either of 20,000-Kw. or 
25,000-Kw. seta. His estimate of the cost of the complete plant, 
including land, buildings, machinery, &c., is for the first section 
of 20,000 xw. installed, £752,000 or £37°63 рег KW.; first and 
second sections for 40,000 Kw. installed, 21,009,000 or ££25'225 per 
KW. These figures, which are based upon actual costs at the 
present time, include a certain amount of expenditure on behalf of 
the future, viz., the whole of the land, river works for discharge 
channel, engine and pump cranes, accumulators, &o. The estimate 
for the first section also includes buildings sufficient for 40,000 Kw. 
of plant. It will also be necessary to provide high-pressure feeder 
cables between the new power station and the present 
stations in the city at an estimated cost of about £50,000. A 
certain amount of transformer plant will be required. The 
economies to be gained by operating the new power station, as 
compared with the two existing stations, will be very great. The 
committee proposes that application be made to the Electricity 
Oommission for sanction to the borrowing of £868,000 for 
carrying out the first portion of the scheme. 

YEAR'S WORKING.—The annual report of the Electricity Com- 
mittee, presented at a recent meeting of the Oorporation, showed a 
surplus of £11,389, compared with a deficit of £8,912 in the pre- 
ceding year. This is largely due to the increased charges which 
were put in operation for the last nine months of the period, 
together with the increase in the number of units sold. The 
demand is stated to be increasing both for lighting and power 
purposes, but there hag been inevitable delay in making new 
installations, owing to the lack of necessary materials. The 
mileage of distributing mains at the end of the year was 72'793. 
The number of units sold during the year was 17,055,592—an 
increase of 764,422 for lighting, 624,360 for power, and 1,162,932 
for traction. 

New Zealand,—ExTENSIONS AT AUCKLAND.—In view 
of the inadequacy of the present plant, and «f the fact that there 
is no immediate prospect of a hydro-electric supply, the City 
Council has decided to make large extensions їл. the electricity 
undertaking. The scheme adopted will entail an æpenditure of 
2500, 000. 

WATER PoWEB.—Three large hydro-electric schemes ire under 
consideration. The Wellington City Council proposes to davelop 
the power of the Orongoronga River at a cost of £337,000, ana the 
Wanganui Borough Council is borrowing £250,000 for the purpose 
of constructing a h icity works at the source of the 
Wangaehu River, about 30 miles fromthetown. The third scheme 
is for the development of Lake Monowai to provide power for 
Southland. The cost of this undertaking will be 41, 500, 000. 


Price Increases.—Consequent upon the recent increase 
in the price of coal, a large number of undertakings have found it 
necessary to raise their charges for electricity. Among these are :— 
Dewsbury, Swansea, Leicester, Barnstaple, Lincoln, Bangor, 
Darwen, Canterbury, Chester, Crewe, Dover, Maidstone, Mother- 
well, South Shields and Nottingham. The local company tnder- 
takings at Windsor, Sevenoaks and Carshalton have notified their 
intention to apply for permission to increase their charges, | 
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Rotherham.—STRIK . — The greater part of the electri- 
city works was shut down on June 3rd, the employéa striking in 
sympathy with the Sheffield workers. The men returned on 
Sunday, June 6th, and normal conditions were soon resumed. : 


Sonth Shields.—lLoaANs SaNcTIONED.— The Electricity 
Commissioners have agreed to sanction the borrowing of the 

gum of £31,439 repayable within 20 years. 

With regard to a further application for sanction to borrow 
£37,513 for transformers, mains, sub-stations, &c., the Com- 
missioners authorise the town clerk to let any urgent contracts or 
accept tenders for the works covered by the ap plication, pending 
further examination of the figures by the Commissioners. 


Turton.—ELEcrRIiCcITY SuPPrLvy.—The Urban District 
Council has had before it a scheme prepared by the Lancashire 
Electric Power Co. for the extension of the electricity undertaking. 
This provides for four distinct areas which, whilst complete in 
themselves, will be linked together. 'The estimated cost for the 
four areas is:—Bradshaw, £5,300; Egerton, £6,015; Horrobin 
£300; and Edgworth, £6,240; a total of £17,855. 

The Council has accepted the scheme, and decided to apply to 
the Electricity Commissioners for power to borrow £20,000. 


Wallasey.—Dock Disaster.—Following the Mersey 
Dock disaster, caused by the breaking down of a dock gate and the 
release of many thousands of tons of water from the Albert Dock, 
Bimkenhead, the electrical services of the Wallasey Corporation 
were seriously interfered with at the beginning of the week. The 
generating station is near the Birkenhead Float, which immediately 
adjoins the Albert Dock, from which the station obtained its water 
supply. In consequence of the sudden drop of 8 ft., the water 
supply was practically cut off. The power supply was considerably 
reduced, with the result that the electric lighting throughout the 
town was very poor, and between 40 and 45 tramcars had to be 
taken off the various services. 


Whitchurch (Hants),—Licatine SCHEME ABANDONED. 
—Owing to the lack of local support, the scheme to supply the 
parish with electricity by water power at the Tower Mill haa been 
abandoned. 


Wigan.— IEAR'S Workinc.—A profit of £13,071 was 
made during the year ended March 31st last, in spite of the fact 
that prices are much lower than the present average. 


Woolstou.—PurcHASE oF STATION.—The Town Council 
is considering the purchase of a local electricity undertaking, at a 
cost of £125,000. 


Worthiag.—YExan's Workinc.—A surplus of £1,206 
was the result of working of the electricity undertaking for the 
year ended March 31st last, which compares favourably with the 
deficit of £2,154 on the previous year's working. The capital 
expenditure upon the electricity works is £100,000, of which 
£43,000 has been paid off. | 


Wrexham.—Loan SANcCTIONED.—The Town Council has 
been informed that there will be no inquiry with regard to the 
application for a loan of £17,000 for extensions to the electricity 
works, m 


Vork. NRW PLANT.—The city electrical engineer has 
reported as to the cost of purchasing two Diesel engines, and of 
erecting and putting them in working order, together with founda- 
tions, cables, connections and contingencies, the whole amounting 
to the estimated sum of £18,640. The Electricity Committee 
recommends that it be authorised to proceed with the neoessary 
purchases and completion of these works, and that application be 
made to the Electricity Commission for sanction to borrow the 
requisite amount. 


are 
TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Ashton-under-Lyne. — FARES. — The Tramways Com- 
mittee has refused to accede te ап application from the Hurst 
Urban District Council to reineroduce penny stages. 


Birmingham.—CaN«t ELEoTRIFICATION.—It is reported 
that electrification of an important part of the canal connecting 
Birmingham with che Severn at Stourport is to be undertaken 
shortly. It is «iculated that the speed of the barges will be 
raised to 4$ stiles per hour, about double that of horse haulage, 
and that the method of propulsion will allow of this speed without 
injury to the canal banks. An overhead trolley wire system is 
proposei. There is a considerable existing traffic on this portion 
of the canal, and scope for the development which electrification 
stvuld render possible.— Engineering. 

ANNUAL REPORT.—The Birmingham Tramways Committee has 
recommended the increase of the existing tramway fares by 4d. to 
meet the higher cost of administration. It states that it has 
had under consideration the estimated results of the current year's 
working of the undertaking. from which it would appear there 
would be a deficit of £253,537. The latter sum includes the cost of 
permanent-way remewals estimated at £200,000, which must be 
carried out during the year to enable the car services on some of 
the routes in the city to be operated with safety. The deficit could 
only be met by further increase of tramway fares. The Committee, 
in its aunual etatement of expenditure, points out that the amount 
borrowed for the tramway undertaking is 42,496,464. On the 
re erve account it is stated that the operating expenses show an 


increase of £166,091 due chiefly to the enormously increased cost 
of labour and material, and in a lesser degree to extra mileage—the 
averege cost per mile being 17°184d., compared with 15'0134. for 
1918-19, an increase of 2'171d. per car-mile. The receipts, which 
constitute a record in the history of the undertaking, amounted to 
£1,378,704, an increase of £131,433, the net result being, however, 
а loss of £34,659, as compared with last year's working. By the 
jd. increase per fare, it is hoped to raise the additional income 
required to meet present liabilities. The Committee points out 
that the tram track has a length of 79 miles, or 123 miles (reduced 
to single); the traffic revenue last year was £1,371,978; average 
traffic revenue per car-mile, 21:538d. ; and number of car-miles, 
15,288,095. The average number of miles per car per day was 82, 
the average number of car-hours daily 10:92; the number of 
passengers carried was 225 millions; and the percentage of 
working expenses to receipta was 79 per cent. In a special report 
on the subject of fares, the Finance Committee urges that the 
Tramways Committee might with advantage report to the Council 
after, say, three months’ experience of the proposed new fares in 
order that the Council might have an opportunity of considering 
whether the fares were sufficiently increased to cover the rapidly 
rising working expenses. The loss of the profits of the tramways 
was in itself a sufficiently serious matter for the Corporation with- 
out running the danger of the tramways becoming a charge upon 
the rates. 


Bolton. —EXtTENSIONS.—The Tramways Committee has 
under consideration the question of extending ita system from the 
present terminus at Dunscar to a point near the Cross Guns, 
Egerton, and from the terminus at Tonge Moor slong Bradshaw 
Brow, Lea Gate, to Longsight,.Harwood. The Turton Urban 
District Council has deputed a Sub-Committee to nreet the Tram- 
ways Committee to discuss the matter. 


Bournemouth.—STRIKE ENDED.—Employés who were 


working upon the tramway track resumed work on June 2nd, after 
being on strike for a month. 


* ? 

Continental.— FRANCE. — The following particulars are 
gathered by the Railway Heview from a statement by M. Claveille, 
Minister of Public Works and Transport :—It being highly 
important for France to make the most of its water power for 
generating electricity, particularly at a time when its supplies of 
coal are not sufficient to meet the needs of its industries, 
an inventory was made, at the end of 1916, of the available 
hydraulic power of the public water courses. The Special Com- 
mittee on railroad service recommended the electrification of 5,220 
miles of track as follows: Paris-Orleans, 1,926 miles out of a total 
of 4,839 miles; Paris-Lyons and Mediterranean, 1,367 miles out of 
a total of 6,040 miles; Midi, 1,926 miles out of a total of 2,525 
miles. With the traffic of 1913, the energy consumption would 
have reached: Paris-Orleans, 280,000,000 Kw.-hours; Paris-Lyons 
and Mediterranean, 550,000,000 kw.-hours; Midi, 330,000,000 
KW.-hours ; total, 1,600,000,000 Kw.-hours a year. With the esti- 
mated traffic in the immediate future, the consumption would be: 
Paris-Orleans, 560,000,000 Kw.-hours; Paris-Lyons and Mediter- 
ranean, 1,100,000,000 kx w.-hours ; Midi, 600,000,000 kw.-hours : total, 
2,260,000,000 Kw.-hours. In determining upon lines to be electrified, 
the Midi and the Paris-Orleans considered the relation of the cost 
of electric power as compared with the cost of power with steam 
locomotives, and the comparison showed that mountain lines with 
aufficient traffic should be among the first to be electrified. They 
also considered the location of the source of hydro-electric energy 
in relation to the lines, and the importance of this power to other 
industries, On the Paris-Lyons and Mediterranean, however, the 
possibility has been considered of using electricity on lines of low 
grades where there is & heavy traífic, even before mountain lines 
where the traffic is very small. The proposed sources of electric 
power are the following : For the Paris-Orleans, the Upper 
Dordogne river and its branches; for the Midi, the Pyrenees 
mountains; for the Paris-Lyons and Mediterranean, waterfalls in 
the central plateau and in the Alps, and the plant at present 
existing, or about to be constructed, in the region. The probable 
cost is estimated as follows. based on prices before the war: Paris- 
Orleans, $94,000,000 ; Paris-Lyons and Mediterranean, $93,000,000 ; 
Midi, $145,000.000 ; total, $335,000,000. 

AUSTRIA.—In connection with the projected electrification of 
that part of the State railway system which is situated in the 
Alpine districts, it is proposed to extend existing and erect new 
hydro-electric power stations in different parts of the country, 
which are to supply 24,000 H.P. The length of the railways to 
be electrified is about 650 km., and the cost is estimated at 
3,560 million crowns, which amount would have to be raised by a 
loan. According to figures supplied by the Government, the 
pre-war cost of the proposed works and of the rolling stock 
required probably would not have exceeded 80 million crowns.— 
Financier, 

HuNGARY.—The State Railway authorities propose to electrify 
their lines. covering a total of about 1,400 km. This work is to be 
carried out during a period of nine years. Owing to the fact that 
all the waterfalls have been lost to Hungary, it will not be possible 
to utilise hydro-electric power, so other means will have to be used 
to generate the necessary power.—/inancier, 


: Doncaster. —P'RosaBLE FARE INcnEASE.— The tramwar 
fares in the town and district will shortly be increased in conse- 
quence of the heavy costs which have now to be borne in main- 
tenance, wages, kc. The present fares are only Id., and it is 
stated that since March last the Corporation has been losing £100 
per week on the undertaking. It is probable that new routes will be 
opened out to the Carr House, Rossington, and Kirk Sandall districts, 
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Exeter.—YEAR’s WorKING.—The total of the traffic 
receipts for the past year was £31,336, and the expenditure, 
exclusive of loan interest, &o., was £28,444, leaving a gross profit 
of £2,892. 


Leeds.—Fare INCREASE.—At a recent City Council 
meeting, it was decided to increase the fares, after the first 14. 
stage—which remains as it is—by 3d. per fare. About one-third of 
the passengers will not be affected by the increase, and about 50 
per cent. will have to pay the increase from làjd.to 2d. A loss of 
about £300 per day was being incurred, and it is expected that the 
present deficiency of £100,000 will be liquidated by the advanced 
fares. The Labour Party put up a strong opposition to the pro- 
posal, but their amendment to again refer the matter back for con- 
sideration was defeated. The increased charges will come into 
operation immediately. 

Lincoln.—F are INCREASE.— There was a net profit on 
the tramway undertaking of £313 on the past year's working. It 
has been decided to increase the tramway fares from 14d. to 2d., 
the 3d. (workmen's four-journey) fares to 4d., and the parcel rates 
in the same proportion. 


Liverpool, — Price IxcREASE.—The Corporation has 
decided to increase the basic charge of ld. per unit for electrical 
energy supplied to the tramway undertaking. by 15 per cent, from 
June 30th, and a variation for fuel price ad [шшр is to be added 
to the increased charges. 


London.— HIdH-SPERD Cars.—A new main road from 
West Ham to Tilbury, to serve the new suburb which the London 
County Council is erecting at Dagenham, is to have a double 
tramway track down the centre, fenced off from the rest of the 
road, to allow the cars to run at high speed. 


Manchester.—STAGE& RBDUCTION.— To meet the antici- 
pated serious deficit on the current year's working of the tram- 
ways, the Tramways Committee decided to reduce the ld. stage in 
distance from 2 to 14 miles, and this has been confirmed by the 
City Council. . 

Salford.— Sradh Repuction.—To meet the increased 
cost of running the tramways, the Town Council last week decided 
to reduce the ld. stage to 1} miles, instead of 2 miles, as at present. 
An amendment was proposed to put an extra 4d. on 14. fares, but 
was defeated. 

Sandwich.—Time ExTENsION.— The East Kent Light 
Railway Co. has informed the Town Council that it is applying 
for an extension of time for the construction of the line from 
Shepherdswill to Sandwich, ria Barfrestone, Eythorne, Eastry. 
Woodnesborough, Ash and Stonar, and the application is to be 
assented to. 


У 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES, 


Australia, — ARC WIRELESS INSTALLATIONS. — The 
Minister for the Navy stated that the Naval Board had approved 
of the installation of the are system of wireless telegraphy at 
certain Australian stations. The four installations that had been 
made were working successfully. The cost of the Melbourne and 
Perth stations was approximately £890. The Randwick wirelees 
works had made 25 wireless receiving sets at a cost of £110 
per set. 


Communication with Nussla.— The Great Northern 
Telegraph Co. has been negotiating lately with Litvinoff, over the 
resumption of telegraphicconnection with Russia, which was broken 
- off at the beginning of the war. The company’s two cables can 
quickly be resumed, only the cable between Libau and Petrograd 
needing re pairs.— Central Newe, 


Greece.—FoREIGN TELEGRAMS.—The Greek Administra- 
tion notifies that the English, French, Italian, and German 


languages are admitted in international telegraphic correspondence 


until further notice. 


High-speed Telegraphy.—A telegram to the Prince of 
Wales, giving the result of the Derby, was handed in by the King at 
Epsom at 3.16 p.m. It was transmitted to London, thence to Halifax 
(Nova Scotia), reaching Canada at 3.19 p.m., crossed the country. 
and by means of the Imperial Pacific cable the message reached 
Australia 23 minutes after the finish of the race. 


Japan.—TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS.—According to the 
Taahe Nichi, the Japanese Communications Department plans a 
big extension of the telephone service to be carried into effect 
during the next eight years beginning with the next fiscal year 
(from April 1st) at the estimated cost of yen 337,000,000. The 
present number of subscribers in Tokio is to be increased to 
152.000 ; in Osaka to 91,000; in Kyoto to 30.000 ; in Yokohama 
to 21,000; in Kobe to 31,000; in Nagoya to 28,000; and in other 
places to 327, 000. The above figures show the proportion of 49 
subscribers per 1,000 population for Tokio; Osaka of 44; Kobe of 
43; while others come to a rate of 40 or so. By 1926 Kobe will 
have six telephone exchanges, including the present three, to deal 
with the proposed extension. The city of Kobe now contains 9.100 
or 80 subscribers, a number which is to be increased to 31,000. The 
Communications Department i 18 at present studying the automatic 
exchange system now in vogue in America and Europe. The 
present 40 telephone circuits between Osaka and Kobe are to be 
increesed to 100 in some places.— Economic Jteview, 


Proposed New Cables.— Various announcements have 


been made from time to time regarding the laying of new cables, 
and the following particulars will show that cable factories will 


be very busy for some time to come: — The Commercial Cable Co. 
contemplates the laying of another Atlantic cable. Another 
Atlantic cable is contemplated by the Imperial Government, and 
one between Scandinavia and America. The Eastern companies 

are laying cables between England and Gibraltar; Malta and 
Alexandria ; Aden and Bombay ; Gibraltar and Майа; Madras and 
Singapore. A duplication of the British Columbia- Fanning Island 
cable may also be undertaken. Further cables are to be laid 
between Miami and Barbados; Barbados and Para; Buenos: Ai 
and Monte-Video; Monte-Video and Santos. The West Coast of South 
America Co. intends extending ita cables northwards ; the Commer- 
cial Pacific Cable Co. will be duplicating its cables ‘and the South 
American Cable Co. is establishing landlines between Buenos Aires 
and Monte-Video, and laying a cable between the latter place and 
Rio Janeiro. There has also been talk of connecting San Franoisco 
by cable to Central America. 

The Times announces that the Pacific Cable Board points out 
that the duplication of the Vancouver to Norfolk Island cable has 
not yet been considered by the Governments interested. 


Signal Service Vacancies. — The War Office is appealing 
for a number of wireless operators and wireless electricians for the 
Signal Service. The normal period of engagement will be for six 
years with the Colours and six with the Reserve, but ex-soldiers 
and men who have not been in the Army will be accepted for two, 
three, or four years. A bounty of £100 will be paid to operators 
and £50 to electricians who pass the necessary tests.— Times, 


Spain.—New CanLE.—The Government intends, says 
the 7. and Т. Age, to lay a submarine cable between Cadiz, Spain, 
and Larache, in Morocco. 


Telephone Exchanges. — BUILD] STOPPED. — The 
Cabinet Sub-Committee on Retrenchment has decided that all 
buildings for, amongst other things, telephone exchanges, are not 
to be proceeded with for the present. 


Telephones in Rural Districts, —Mr. Illingworth, Post- 
master-General, states that during the last 15 months over 500 new 
telephone call offices have been approved in rural districts, and 
some of these could be of benefit to farmers. 

" I hope," he adds, that when more progress has bien made in 
overtaking the arrears of work which accumulated during the 
war, it may be possible more freely to extend the phone facilities 
in rural areas." — Daily Dispatch. 


Wireless Meteorological Neports.— The Air Ministry 
states that on and after June 1st meteorological reports for general 
use will be circulated by wireless telegraphy daily. Synoptic 
telegrams in the code hitherto used will be issued at 3.15 &.m., 
8.45 a.m., and 8.15 p.m. A General Inference, in plain language, 
based upon the 7 a.m. and 6 p.m. observations, will be issued at 
9.15 a.m. and 8 p.m. Call sign G. F. A., wave length 1,400 metres 
(C. W.). The synoptic telegrams from Aberdeen at 2.30.am. and 
230 p.m. are unaltered. Call sign B.Y.D., wave length 3,300 
metres (C.W.). The times given are G.M.T. 


Wireless Telephones.—Radio-telephone stations to be 
used primarily for giving information as to the whereabouta of 
aircraft travelling, or about to travel, along a route, and for 
reporting weather conditions along the route to the machine, are 
being opened in various parts of this country, France, and Belgium. 
Stations are already open for work at Croydon and Lympne forthe 
London—Paris and London—Brussels routes, and stations will 
shortly be opened for the London— Birmingham — Manchester— 
Glasgow route at Castle Bromwich, Didsbury, and Renfrew. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the raph indicates 
the issue of the ELEOTBIOAL REVIEW ia w 422: 


` Notios " appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australla.— SVDNET.— August 4th. N. S. W. Government: 
Railways and Tramways. Two 1,000-Kw. sub- station units. Chief 
Electrical Engineer, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney. | 

August 3rd. Department of Public Works. Turbines and 
generators for the Barren Jack hydro-electric development scheme, 
Department of Public Works, Sydney. 

N.S.W.—Postmaster-General's Department. August 2nd and 
5th. Aluminium sheet, brass rod, &c., scheduled 769; platinum 
wire, gold and silver wire, scheduled 768. (See this issue.) 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA, — Postmaster-General's Department. 
August 3rd. 326 accumulators, schedule 668. (See this issue.) 


Barnsley.— Electric light installation at Westgate Primi- 
tive Methodist Church. Mr. P. Pickersgill, 122, Dod worth Road. 


Belgium.—- une 23rd. The Société Nationale des Chemins 
de Fer Vicinaux, 48, Rue Monteyer, Brussels. Tenders for about 3,400 
metres of underground armoured feeders for the electric railways 
in the Namur district. Particulars from the Services Electriques 
Department, at the address given above. 

Bedford, — June 21st. Electricity Department. One 
2-ton locomotive jib crane, with grab and track rails, steam and, 
other pipework, (June 4th.) 
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Belgium. —J une 19th. The Belgian Post and Telegraph 
au ties at La Salle Madeleine, Brussels, are inviting tenders 
for the supply of 1,710 kilometres of covered copper wire. 


Canterbury. — June 22nd. Electricity Department. 
1,210 yards 25 eq. in. x 25 sq. in. х 125 sq. in. L. r. triple-con- 
centric paper-insulated cable. (See this issue.) 


Carlisie,—June 25th. Electricity Department. One 
3,000-KWw. turbo-alternator and condensing plant, (May 28th.) 


Colne.—Electricity Department. Steam and water piping. 
(See this issue.) ati m 


Dartford.— June 26th. Electricity undertaking. Rotary 
converter, transformers, switchgear, &с., L. T. twin cable-feeder, 
pillar and feeder-panel. (See this issue.) 


Dandee.—June 24th. Electricity Department. Steam 
feed vu water piping, two turbine-driven feed pumps. (See this 
Edinburgh.—June 19th. Electricity Supply Department. 
E. F. T. and L. r. switchgear, &o., for Portobello station. (May 21st.) 


Halifax. — June 18th. Tramways and Electricity Com- 


mittee. Two natural draught chimney t water-cooling towers. 
(See this issue.) d i | 


Ince-in-Makerfieid.— June 15th. Urban District Council. 
Waterworks Department. Motor-driven pumping sets; cables; 
alterations to winding engine from steam to electric drive; switch- 
gear. (May 28th.) 


Ingleton.—Ingleton Electric Lighting and Power Co., 
Ltd. Waterway across the River Greta. Particulars from Elec- 
5 e to the Company, Electricity Works, Ingleton, via 

o | 


Leeds.— June 14th. Electricity Department. 12,000-Kw. 
steam turbine, alternator and condensing plant. (May 14th.) 


London.—WIIRLEDOR.— June 12th. Electric Lighting 
Committee. Two boilers, with mechanical stokers, induced-draught 
fan and motor pipework, steel chimney, хс. (May 28th.) 


Manchester,— June 25th. Electricity Committee. Twelve 
months’ supply electricity meters, time switches, potential and 


current transformers, motor-starting switches, c.c. and А.С. motors. 
(See this issue.) 


New Sealand, VERE AND September Ist. Harbour 
Board. supply of electric capstans and spares. Messrs. 
W. & A. MoArthur, Ltd., 18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London. 


Newport.—June 26th. Electricity Department. Turbo- 
alternating plant, surface-condensing plant, boilers, economisers, 
draught plant, steel flue and stack, &o. (June 4th.) 


Nottingham. — June 17th. Electricity Committee. 
Twelve months'supply of general stores. (See this issue.) 


Nuneaton, — June 30th. Electricity Department. 


1,000-Kw., D.C., geared turbo-alternator, surface-condensing 
plant and pipework. (June 4th.) 


Southampton. — July 3rd. Electricity Department. 
E. H. T. and H.T. switchgear and D.C. control panel. (June 4th.) 


Swindon.—June 26th. Electricity Department. 2,000 


yards 3-in. four-way stoneware conduits, light steel poles for over- 
head lines. (See this issue.) 


Warrington.—June 15th. Electricity and Tramways 
Committee, Motors and transformers, (May 28th.) 


June 29th. Electricity Department, Truck type ash elevator 
and hopper. (See this issue.) 


CLOSED. 
Australia, —SYDNEYv.—City Council. Accepted. 


Motor starters (spec. 590 nec. a. b. c. d.), £531; two 2,000-K.v.a. 5,000/10,000 
three-phase oil-insulated water-cooled transformers for Pyrmont Power 
House (spec. 671), £5,015: two 2,000-kw, rotary converters (spec. 545), 
£31,100, Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 
Commonwealth, P.M.G.'s Department, Victoria. 


Automatic switchboard equipment for Malvern, £12,658, —Automatic Tele- 
phones (Australia), Ltd.—Tenders. 


Melbourne City Council. Accepted: 
2,000 condenser tubes, £1,278.—H. V. McKay.— Tender. 


Belgium. — Seveu home concerns submitted tenders 
recently to the municipal authorities of Antwerp for the electrical 
equipment of three transformer cabins at the Nos. 2 and 3 dock, the 
lowest being that of M. L. Desmedt, of Brussels, 


Bradford. —Tramways Committee : 


15 tons steel fishplates at £82 10s. per ton.— Walter 8 ott, Ltd. 
10 tons c.1. brake blocks, 2945. —Реазе & Partners. 


Electricity Committee : 


Meter-testing generator, £506.—J. H. Holmes & Co. 

Steam wagon for cable-drums and transformers, £1,800.—Yorkshire Com- 
mercial Motor Co., Ltd. 

Steam piping, £855.—Stewarts & pon Ltd. 


Fibre cable conduits, £2,512.—Ke 1 . 
Feed-water heater, £940. Worthington Pump Co., Ltd. 


Two hand-operated overhead cranes, £878.—Herbert Morris, Ltd. 


Bolton.—Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 


Worthington-Bimpson, Ltd.—Condensing plant. — 
Stewarts & Lloyds, Ltd.—Steel piping for extensions at the Back-o’-th’- 
Bank electricity works. 


Dartford.— Urban District Council: 


Boiler.—John Thompson Water-Tube Boilers, 144.—45,641. 
Duplicate bus-bars.—Johnson & a ag Ltd., А 
Improvement of fire-alarm system.—E. E. Beaven, £400. 


Dover — Board of Guardians : 


Electric light installation, workhouse.—E. A. Pinto, £463. 


Hammersmith.—Electricity Committee. Accepted :— 


198 meters, various sizes, £669.—Electrical Apparatus Co. 
148 house service boxes, £148; two disconnecting boxes, £15; 150 fuse 
boxes, £211.—W, Lucy & Co., Ltd. 


Mains Extensions.—Switchgear ; two-phase H.T. board, three 
phase E.H.T. gear, sub-station equipment, isolating switches for 


existing 
Ferguson а Pailin ..  ..£11,107 Delivery 18 to 19 weeks. Recom. 

Gre. Co., Ltd. ee oe ee 19,984 ' 9 » 

A. ВелхоЦе & Co., Ltd. . . 90,147 " Not stated 

Switc & Cowans, Ltd. .. 20,148 „ 32 (0 86 weeks 

eering Co... 398 

Met.-Vickers E ec. Co. Ltd.. ° 
New Switchgear Con. Go., Ltd. 25, 40 
Johnson & Phillips, Ltd.  .. " 52 „ 


Cable Ducts.— Reference to the tender of Messrs, Sankey & Co. 
for cable ducts, accepted by the Council on April 28th. The firm 
notify that an award of the Industrial Reconstruction Committee 
for the clay industries has advanced the wages of the men by 8s. 
per week, and that this will increase the estimate by 4153. Asa 
stipulation was made in the oompany's tender providing for 
increased prices, the Committee has agreed to асоері the revised 
offer. 

Cable.—1,000 yards 1 L.T. concentric cable, £358 ; 500 yards 
'2 L.T. ditto, £304 :— 


Western Electric Co., Ltd., accepted. 


Kingston-on-Thames.— Education Committee: 
Electric light installation, manual training centre. — H. Offer. 


Liverpool,—Corporation. Metropoliten- Vickers Electric 
Oo., Ltd.—Switohgear, &o., in connection with the new 12,500-Kw. 
generating set for the Lister Drive power station. 

The Corporation has reecinded the acceptance of the tender of the 
Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd., for the supply of insulated cables 
and wires for the 12 months ending March 81st next, and has 
accepted that of the Liverpool Electric Cable Oo., Ltd. 


London.—St. MARYLEBONE.—Electricity Supply Com- 
mittee recommended four 35-H.P. slow-speed motors and switch- 
gear for the oooling-tower fans. 


W. Hallen, Son & Co. (recommended). £2,763 delivery 7 to 8 months. 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd. 855 2,798 »" 8 $$ 
English Electric Co., Ltd. .. ae ju 3,116 „ 121014 „ 
Metropolitan - Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 8,914 $i 10 is 


Two turbine-driven rotary pumps, capacity 15,000 gallons per 
hour: £1,179, Messrs. Weir (recommended). 
Circulating water pipes and valves: Aiton & Oo. 21, 856 
(recommended). 
Cables for generator and rotary converters : 
British Insulated and Helsby Cables, Ltd. (recommended) £2,779 
Western Electric Co., Ltd  .. А ae 2, 


Callender's Cable and Construction Co., Ltd. z a we 8,099 
Pirelli-General Cable Works, Ltd. .. ie ee "S 8,152 


House-servioe Meters.—The Committee recommends that the 
Council enter into contracts with Messrs. Chamberlain & Hookham, 
Ltd., and Ferranti, Ltd., for an indefinite number of meters, on the 
basis of their second alternative offer, for a period of one year. 

General Purposes Committee. Set of Magneta electric clocks 
for the Town Hall, including master clock, 39 secondary wall 
clocks, and nine secondary mantlepiece clocks, &с.: £357, Magneta 
Time Co., Ltd. (recommended). 


Motherwell.—Town Council: 
Electricity meters for a year.—Chamberlain & Hookham, Ltd. 


Poplar.— Borough Council : 
Electric light installation, 144 houses.—Farndons Electric Co. 


South Africa. — STRAND (Care Province). — Electric 
lighting for the municipality, Hubert Davies & Co., Ltd. 

OUDTSHOORN (CAPE PROVINCE).— Hubert Davies & Co., Ltd., for 
the supply of the additional generating plant, 
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FORTHCOMING BVENTS. 


Society of London. — Friday, June lith. At the Imperial 

College of Science, South Kensington, 8. W. Аё 5 р.п. Ordinary meeting. 

Faraday Society.—Monday, June 14th. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
W. At8p.m. Ordinary scientific meeting. 


Society of Engineers. Monday, June 14th. At Burlington House, Piccadilly, 
p.m. Lecture on Great Engineering Adventures," by Mr. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers — Wednesday, June 16th. At the 
Institution of Civil Engineers, Gt. George Street, B. W. At 6 p.m. Dis- 
cussion on the following: Paper read by Sir Dugald Clerk, F.R.S., before 
the Royal Society of Arts, on Distribution of Heat, Light and Motive 
Power by Gas and Electrieity ” ; and on The Report of the Coal.Gas and 
Electrica] Supply Industriee of the U.K. to the President of the Institution 
of Gas крае by Sir Dugald Clerk, F.R.8., Prof. A. Smithells, F. R. B., 
and Prof. J. W. Cobb. 


DR EEE 


NOTES. 


Inquiry.— Agents for the “Edel” electric iron are 
asked for. 


Appointments Vacant.—Lecturer in electrical wiring, for 
L. C. O. Hackney Institute; armature winder, for the Rochdale 
Corporation Tramways; electrical engineer (£1,000), for the 
Southampton Corporation; head of mining department (£375), 
head of engineering department (£375), for the St. Helens Muni- 
cipal Technical School; electrical engineer (£10,200 ; the Straits 
dollar is fixed at 2s. 4d.), for the George Town (Penang) Municipal 
Commissioners; two cable foremen (550 rupees per calendar 
month), for the Telegraph Department of the Government of 
India ; shift engineer (94s. 2d.), for the Rawtenstall Oorporation 
Electricity Department; mains assistant, for the Sale Urban 
District Council Electricity Department : assistant mains engineer 
(£290), shift charge engineer ($276), for the Walsal Borough 
Electricity Supply Department; lecturers in physics, electrical and 
mechanical engineering for the Birmingham Municipal Technical 
School. See our advertisement pages for particulars. 


Educational. — IMPERIAL COLLEGE’ OF SOIENCE AND 
TBCHNOLOGY.—On Friday last a public meeting was held at the 
Central Hall, Westminster, in support of the claim of the College 
to be invested with the power to confer degrees. Lord Morris pre- 
sided, and amongst the speakers were Prof. Watta, Mr. H. G. 
Wells, Sir Ernest Rutherford, Mr..J. A. Spender, and Sir Alfred 
Keogh. The great majority of the large audienoe consisted of 
students of the Imperial College. A resolution urging the Prime 
Minister and educational departments to consider the matter 
seriously was moved from the chair, Lord Morris adding that if 
their aim was not accomplished in the regular way, there was 
another way to attain it. The resolution was carried, with one 
dissentient. 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY.—The Commercial Union Assurance 
Co. has presented a sum of £165,000 to build and endow a laboratory 
for research in biochemistry. 


Electricity in Steel Making.—At a meeting of the London 
Beotion of the Igranic Engineering Society on June 2nd, an 
interesting lecture on Our Part in Steel Making was delivered 
by Mr. C. W. Yerger, M. A. I. H. E. The lecture covered a great deal 
of ground, the industry being traced from the coal and iron mines 
and limestone quarries to the finished products of a variety of 
descriptions, Dealing with the mines, the lecturer enumerated the 
many ways in which electricity entered into the working and 
described hoists, air compressors, pumps, locomotives, &o. The 
coke ovens then received attention, and many facta concerning 
belt conveyors, cranes, breakers, crushers. door-operating gear and 
other plant were presented to the audience, and by means of 
lantern slides, members were enabled to obtain & good idea of the 
ingenuity of the machinery. The electrical plant utilised in the 
blast-furnace prooess was given & good deal of time, and some 
excellent photographs of car oonveyors for delivering the iron, 
coke, &o., at the furnace top were exhibited. Methods of using the 
blast-furnace gas were detailed, part being used for heating pur- 
poses, and part for the generation of electricity. The steel works 
and rolling mills with their powerful motors and generators were 
illustrated and described. Special attention was accorded the 
electric oranes, and the magnetic braking devices for operating 
upon any failure of power were exhaustively dealt with, much 
interest being evinced in the arrangement by which a torque motor 
connected in parallel with the main motor, operating a cam gear 
acts against a spring while in motion, releasing this to operate the 
brakes when the power is cut off. 


Fatalities.—The Deputy-Coroner for Newcastle-on-Tyne 
inquired, on June 2nd, into the death of two men, which occurred 
while they were working on the mains of the Newcastle and 
Diatrict Electric Lighting Co., Ltd. The two victims were Thomas 
Farrer, a foreman jointer, and Murray Kennedy, an assistant fore- 
man. GeorgeCarr, mains superintendent to the company, said on May 
29th a complaint was received from a picture hall in Scotswood Road 
that they could get no light. Upon an inspection of the mains, 
witness found that the fault was in a pipe at the junction-box at 
the top of Forth Banks. A short circuit had been set up on a 
Scotswood Road cable, which had set fire to other cables. The 
junotion-box contained eight pairs of cables. The circuits were 
disconnected at the sub-station, and left till Sunday, when repair- 
work was recommenced. Seven pairs of cables were discovered to 


have been burned through in the pipe, some 2 to 4 ft. from the 
box. One cable was intact. In order to identify the cables, the 


pairs of cables were jointed, and it was decided to [put the ourrent 
on. Before doing so, witness read to Farrer a list he had received 
from Mr. Cowe, the foreman in charge of the jointing. That was 
done in Mr, Cowe's presence, and witness asked if it were correct. 
The reply was in the affirmative. Witness then went to the power 
station and gave the list to the station engineer ; proceeding thence 
to the sub-station, the switches were put in. In a few minutes a 
telephone message was received, asking that the circuits should be 
made dead. On examining the cables afterwards, witness found 
that the Sootswood B cable was fully jointed, but the Westgate 
B cable was only partly jointed, and he found that the two men 
had been working on the Westgate B when the current had been 
turned on. It was evident that the deceased must have made a 
mistake, and connected Scotswood B. instead of Westgate B, and 
given Westgate В as a finished circuit. В. Т. Созге, foreman cable 
layer, spoke to receiving the names of the finished cables from 
Farrer. After the accident he pulled Kennedy off the wire. Farrer 
had evidently made a mistake between the two cables. Witness 
did not check the cables, but accepted Farrer's word. A 
verdict of ‘Accidental death was returned, and the Coroner 
expressed the opinion that Farrer had made a mistake. І 

Whilst following his employment as a oolliery mechanio at 
Lord Ellesmere's No. 2 Mosley Common Pit, near Walkden, on 
June 3rd, Thomas Crook (35) was killed. He was seen to 
open a switchbox, although he had been warned not long before 
not to go near it, and had no business with it whatever. A lad named 
John Ivill, on going to him shortly afterwards, could get no reply 
from him, and he was found to be dead. The current was shut off, 
and the body removed. 


Electric Vehicles for Invalids.— Mr. Granville Brad- 
shaw, of A.B.C. Motors, Ltd., Walton-on-Thames, who was 
responsible for the A.B.C. aircraft engine, &o., has designed an 
electrical vehicle for the use of invalids. The machine, which has 
already undergone preliminary tests, consists practically of a 
motor-cycle side-car body on four wheels. A single electric motor 
drives the rear axle by chain, and a battery is carried having 
capacity for a distance of 35 miles on one charge. It, is stated that 
simplicity is the keynote of the machine, which is so arranged that 
it can be controlled either entirely by hand or entirely by foot, or 
by any suitable compromise between these two methods. 


Power Withont Fuel.—According to a statement com- 
municated to the International Press Service by Mr. Tom Emery, 
within a few weeks the public will see his invention in o : 
it is described as an automatio, self-starting, self-stopping motor, 
which generates power without fuel by an application of hitherto 
unexplored principles of mechanics.” It is going to put the 
thermal engine out of commission, he says, and can drive anything 
from a watch to a super-Dreadnought. Strange to say, when the 
inventor advertised inviting applications for licences to manu- 
facture his motors, only a few replies were received; so he has 
transferred all his rights to a limited company. The use of fuel 
being abolished, the cost of living is to be enormously reduced, the 
atmosphere of cities will be purified, the population will be 
diffused, and the National Debt will cease to be a burden. With 
wages high and working hours low, Bolshevism will be struck a 
mortal blow. There is nothing new under the sun, said the 
Preacher, and this epoch-making devioe is a familiar phenomenon 
to us. That Mr. Emery is an inventor is not open to question; and 
his description of the Emery motor is strictly accurate, in one 
respect. He says it is self-stopping. 


Birmingham Electric Supply Department. — Wak 
MEMORIAL.—The employés of the Birmingham Electric Supply 
Department have subscribed for and erected a memorial to their 
31 colleagues who gave their livesin the war. It takes the form of 
a bronze tablet placed in the entrance hall to the offices in Dale 
End. It is a very artistic production. Surmounted by the City 
Arms, worked in enamel, it bears the following inscription on its 
centre panel :— 

This tablet was erected by the employés of this Department to perpetuate 
the glorious memory of their Colleagues who fell in the great war, 1914-1919.” 


Two side panels give a record of the names of the 31 employés 


' who made the supreme sacrifice, Last Saturday afternoon, in the 


presence of a company representative of all sections of the depart- 
ment, the memorial tablet was unveiled by Mr. В. A. Chattock, the 
city electrical engineer. As befitted the occasion, which coincided 
with the fourth anniversary of Kitchener's death, the ceremony 
was a simple one, not unmingled with touches of emotion. After 
the unveiling, a few words from Mr. Councillor Beale, chairman 
of the Electric Supply Committee, and Mr. Jennings, secretary, 
brought the proceedings to a close. It has been arranged for photo- 
graphic copies of the memorial to be sent to the relatives of the 
men whose names it bears. 


Accident.—At the Oldham Corporation electricity works, 
last week, William Humphries, turbine driver, somehow touched 
one of the isolator switches and received & shock at 6,000 volta. 
He was rendered unconscious, but artificial respiration was resorted 
to, and after an hour-and-a-half the man was brought round. In 
a few hours Humphries had fully recovered his faculties. In such 
cases artificial respiration should be continued, if necessary, for 
three hours, 
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.. The Gas Regulation Blll.— 7, Board of Trade Journal 
gives a résumé of the objects of this measure. 
It is proposed to provide: ; 


l. That charges fot gas shall be based upon the number 
of heat units supplied to the consumer instead of upon the 
number of cubic feet of gas supplied as at present. | 

2. For the necessary adjustinent of standard and maximum 
prices and sliding scale provisions, and for an addition to the 
price to compensate for the increased cost of production and 
supply of gas. mE 

3. For the more efficient testing of the gas; and 

4. For facilities for the obtaining by gas undertakers of 
further powers without direct recourse to Parliament. 


In effect, the Bill is one for the reconstruction of the gas 
industry and the adjustment of the statutory obligations 
imposed upon the industry with regard to the quality and price 
of gas in the hght of modern requirements. The Fuel Re- 
search Board in а report dated January 29th, 1919 (Cmd. 
108), recommended as a central principle that the existing 
system of charging the consumer for the volume of gas of a 
certain nominal illuminating or calorific value which passes 
through his meter, should be replaced by one in which he is 
charged directly for the potential thermal units he receives. 
The alteration in the system of charging necessitates a more 
efficient system of testing the gas, and the Bill, while allow- 
ing gas undertakers to supply gas of any calorific value, 
which they declare that they propose to supply, makes pro- 
vision for the extension of the functions of the gas referees 
and of the chief gag examiner, which are at present confined 
to London, to the whole country, so that testing everywhere 
will in future be carried out according to their directions. It 
is proposed in Clause I to give the Board of Trade power to 
make departmental orders under which effect will be given 
io the principles of the Bill in accordance with the conditions 
of the individual undertakings. : 

The second clause contains the statutory requirements with 
which undertakess, who have obtained orders from the Board 
of Trade, will have to comply with regard to the composition 
and pressure of the gas supplied by them. Power is taken 
if necessary to impose a limitation on the proportion of inert 
constituents of the gas, but an important protection of the 
consumer against an excessive proportion of such constituents 
will lie in the fact that under the new system of charging 
by heat value he will not have to pay for them. | 

A restriction on the proportion of carbon monoxide in the 
gas has been advocated in the interests of public health by 
the Fuel Economy Committee of the British Association. 
The Bill places an obligation on the Board of Trade to cause 
an inquiry to be held into this question, and if as a result 
of the inquiry any such restriction is found to be desirable 
the Board will be authorised to make a special order relating 
to the matter. 

It is intended under the Bill that the additional costs of 
production and supply shall be allowed for with a view to 
enabling undertakings as a general rule to earn approximately 
their pre-war rate of profit. 

The costs of administering the Act are proposed to be met 
by the formation of a gas fund for which a levy not exceed- 
ing £15 for each 100,000,000 cu. ft. of gas is to be made: 
that is to sav, not more than one penny for every 14,000 
cu. ft. of gas. Undertakings making less than 100,000,000 
cu. ft. in the year will not be required to contribute. 


Concrete Pipe Manufacture.— The May Journal of the 
S.A. Institution of Electrical Engineers contains a paper 
upon the manufacture of concrete pipes by the Hume centri- 
fugal process (Hume Pipe Co. (S.A.), Ltd.). The materials 
emploved are crushed stone from the mines in the Witwaters- 
rand area, cement from the Pretoria Portland Cement Co., 
and, for reinforcement, discarded winding ropes, of which 
large quantities are available. The ropes are cut into suitable 
lengths, annealed, and then unstranded. They are then 
woven Into cages which are placed in the pipe moulds, The 
latter are made of light galvanised steel sheet with cast-iron 
end rings, which serve a treble purpose, securing the steel 
casing, forming the thickness of 1 S and providing the 
running treads which come into contact with the revolving 
disks of the moulding machine. These machines are of simple 
design operated by variable speed motors or long cone pulleys. 
The moulds are placed on the machine and rotated slowly. 
The concrete 1s thrown into the moulds until the required 
amount is furnished, the machine is gradually speeded up, 


and the centrifugal force causes the material to be evenly: 


distributed throughout the length of the moulds: water is 
also driven out by this method. If an exceptionally smooth 
internal surface is desired, a polishing bar of steel pipe is 
firmly applied to the surface of the concrete. The lengths 
of the pipes are usuallv ав follows: Up to 15 in. diameter, 
6 ft.. and from 18 to 72 in. in diameter, 8 ft. Six 4 or б-п. 
diameter pipes can be completed in eight or nine minutes, 
and four 15 or 18-in. pipes in fifteen minutes. Larger sizes 
up to ^ in. diameter can be finished in about twenty minutes. 
The joints are made bv slipping a collar of the same material 
over the pipes, and packing with a sand and cement mixture 
for low pressures or a special plastic mixture for high pres- 
sures. Sizes up to 9 in. diameter will withstand a working 


pressure of from 300 to 350 lb. per sq. in., while larger sizes 


have been tested up to 210 lb. per sq. in. 


Industrial League Convention.—The Industrial League 
and Council is organising a convention of employers and employed 
to be held on Tuesday and Wednesday next, 16th and 16th inst., in 
Manchester. We underatand that the Manchester. Engineering 
Council is cordially co-operating with the representatives of the 
League in the district in making the necessary arrangements, 
The Conference will be held in the Town Hall. pe ae 


Registration of Engineers. — The May issue of the 
Journal of the Engineering Institute of Canada pee the texts 
of the professional engineering Acts that have become law in 
British Columbia and Manitoba to incorporate the associa- 
tions of professional engineers. New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia it is expected that during the present sessions 
of the Legislative Assembly other Acts will have been passed, 
and the Alberta Act has been passed recently. In Quebec 
there has been established the Corporation of Professional 
Engineers. In Ontario the formulation of an acceptable Bull 
is in the hands of an Advisory Conference Committee estab- 
lished by the suggestion of the Ontario Provincial Division. 
In Saskatchewan changes were suggested by the Premier 
which caused the Bill to be withdrawn. In the Bills that 
have become law professional engineer means any person 
registered as a professional engineer under the provisions 
of the Act; ''professional engineering ог the practice of 
a professional engineer embraces the designing, eupervision, 
the advising on the design, or supervision and the advising on 
the making of measurements for the construction, enlarge- 
ment, alteration, improvement, maintenance, or valuation of 
public or private utilities, industrial work, railwaye, bridges, 
tunnels, highways, roads, canals, harbour works, harbours, 
river improvements, lighthouses, wet docks, dry docks, floating 
docks, dredges, cranes, and other similar work, steam engines. 
turbines, pumps, internal .combustion engines, and other 
similar mechanical structures, airships and aeroplanes, elec- 
trical machinery and apparatus, chemical and metallurgical 
machinery, and works for the development, transmission, or 
application of power, mining operations, and apparatus for 
carrying out such operations, municipal works, irrigation 
works, . water works, water purification plants, sewerage 
works, sewage disposal works, drainage works, incinerators, 
hydraulic works, and all other engineering works. The execu- 
tion by a contractor or his assistants of work designed by a 
professional engineer, or the direction of work as otherwise 
defined in this clause by superintendent of construction, òr 
superintendent of maintenance, or their subordinates when 
working from designs or upon advice of a professional en- 
gineer, shall not be deemed to be the practice of professional 
engineering within the meaning of this Act. | 

In the U.S.A. a committee has reported to the Society of 
Civil Engineers on the advisability of legislation providing 
for the registration of licensing of practitioners of professional 
engineering, architecture, and ‘land surveying, and has re- 
commended a uniform registration law. The report states 
that in fixing the qualifications for registration these were 
purposely made high, but they have not been made unneces 
sarily difficult for reasonably competent men to meet. It is 
not intended that candidates would ordinarily be subjected 
to written examinations, but rather that the board of regis 
tration would pass upon the suflicienoy of the professional 
record of each candidate. Minimum qualifications have been 
provided. In order to enable the board to pass upon . сав- 
didates fairly certain qualifications are .specified. as, -primo 
facie, evidence of fitness, which (unless other facts derogatory 
to a candidate are also in evidence) will permit the board two 
pass the candidate. The principal qualifications are: Lon; 
continued practice, graduation from a technical school of 
approved standing, with subsequent years of practice or mem- 
bership in high-grade. technical societies, in the absence of 
disqualifying facts. „ ee qu 


w 


Electrical Pumping in the U. S. A.— During the winter 
and spring of 1018-19, according to the Engineering World, 7: 
of the 206 public water works systems in Indiana were visited 
by members of the engineering experiment station staff о: 
Purdue University, with а view to ascertaining the present 
status of electrical operation of such plant. Among the con- 
clusions given are: (3) The energy consumption in roper.y 
designed plant may be expected to vary from 0.2 to 90 KN 
hours per 1,000 gal. per 100 ft. head, with 1.0 as. a fair average. 
(4) The operating expenses for an electrically operated plant 
are low—considerably below those for a steam plant and ar- 
preciably below those for an internal combustion engine plant. 
—Technical Review. | | 


U.S.A. National Electrical Code Revision.—The Naticnsi 
Electrical Code was first promulgated 23 years ago. and n»: 
grown until to-day its rules are not much short of absit 
law. The committee that revises the code includes reprez- 
tatives of the National Electric Light Association, American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, American Electric Rai'pat 
Association, National Electric Contractors’ Association, U S4 
Bureau of Standards, besides representatives of national ar 
municipal bodies interested in fire prevention and under- 
writers’ organisations. In March last, at New York City. tz? 
Electrical. Cominittee of the National Fire Prevention Asa- 
ciation held a public meeting on the recommended chance: 
in the code. After the public hearing the committee be.! 
a closed meeting, at which the recommended changes were 
adopted with some few exceptions. , 
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С 1 s INSTITUTION ' NOTES. 


* 'Sopth African Institution of Engineers.—The May Journal 
i gives further and more complete details of the scheme for pro- 
„ viding a meeting place for the South African technical and scientific 
: 4 institutions and societies. The Institution will be known as the 
i. „ Alsociated Scientific and Technical Societies of South Africa." 
© The Institute of Engineers is contributing £500 from its funds, 
х and the members are endeavouring to raise at least another £2,000 
т. towards the oost of the scheme. The purchase of the Johannes- 
с. burg Club will cost £22,500, and the Chamber of Mines has agreed 
... to contribute 108. for every £1 subscribed up to a total of £5,000, 
+» and 5180 to meet interest charges on mortgages for the first two 


. ЎӨАҮВ, | : ; 

И : South African Association of Municipal Electrical Engineers.— 
„ According to Engineering in South Africa, the Annual Convention 
will be held this year during the week September 13th to 18th 
„ at Pretoria, where Mr. T. C. Wolley-Dod, town electrical engineer, 
.' will act as President. Provisional promises for papers have been 
received from Mr. A. E. Val Davies. of Cape Town, Mr. Mordy 
.; Lambe, of East London, and Mr. G. Mercier, of Bethel. 

Since the last Convention, says our contemporary, the Association 
has suffered the loas of a number of prominent members, amongst 


-`> whom may be mentioned Col. Dobson, D. S. O., Johannesburg (Past 


President), Mr. D. A. Stewart, Bloemfontein (Member of Council), 
^ Mr. W. Bellad Ellis, Queenstown (Member of Council), and Mr. E. T. 
Price, Johannesburg (Member of Council), and their places will be 
-* hard to fill. ' l UJ | 
Most of these past members are making the change from 
municipal to commercial life, and it would appear that the muni- 
ceipalit ies to-day have not a sufficient appreciation of the opportuni- 
"++ ties offering to technical men of initiative and experience, or else on 
ti < the other hand, there must be a feeling that the restrictions and 
iz. vexations of municipal work put too great a curb on their energies 
"t :and ambition.“ E z BLU 
r. S. A. Institute ef Electrical Engineers.—In the course of a 
discussion, on April 22nd, on the use of electricity in developing 
z" the. resources of the Union, Mr. J. W. Kirkland, past president, 
referring to. the use of electricity in connection with agriculture, 
said that he believed that the time of the dark farm, when the 
farmer and his wife got up in the dark of the morning to milk 
. their cows, and went to bed by candle light, had passed, and that 
electricity was going to change farming into a more normal kind 
of life, It oould only be done by electricity. The farming 
: - population would increase their happiness and increase the output 
of the farms by electricity ; having learned the advantages of 
;: electrieity by reason of the electric light, they would then find the 
:. other advantages of using electric. power. 25 
Kr., C. J. М, Constancon said that before the war a director of a 
.. largeGerman electrical manufacturing firmtold him thatin Germany 
agricultural progress was-ptincipally due to the adoption of modern 
and scientific methods, and that electricity had made in thia direction 
a great stride forward, He pointed out that one of their big items 
of manufacture oame under the heading of electrical material for 
. agriculture, such as motors, high-tension sets for electroculture, 
and special types of tractor sets. He also maid that for certain 
types of cultivation, electricity had been extensively employed ; 
that meant that bad soil had been greatly improved. Another 
- great factor which showed in what measure electricity was used 
for agriculture, was the great system of generating stations 
` which had been erected all over the country, and was known as 
the overland centrais. Mr. Constancon had also visited опе of the 
„large estates in Silesia, and was surprised to see what they were 
doing by means of electricity. Electrical ploughing was going on 
night and day, and most of the work, such as the milking of the 
"- cows, the pumping, milling, cutting, and pressing was all done 
by electricity. There was a great future for electricity in 
„connection with agriculture, and especially for those farms which 
were near large generating stations. | | 
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MES OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. | 

~I Ihe Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 

—'. te0hnical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL RBYIEW posted as to their movements, 


|. Captain H. L. Drxon, late R.A.F., has resigned his position 
. аз chief. engineer and manager to the Leatherhead & District 
| кеше Co., Ltd., held since 1906, to take up private 
work. Е. 
"n Watford U. D. C. has granted the following increases of 
"salary: Chief electrical engineer, from £650 to £800; chief 
assistant and station superintendent (Mr. C. E. GREENHALGH), 
. from £384 to £602 10s. (graded as power station euperinten- 
| si эрш superintendent (Mr. J. E. Wallers), from £342 
to. 588. ' | | | 
Mr. ‘A. S. Ноорреи,, late junior assistant engineer at the 
Southend-on-Sea Corporation power station, has been ap- 
pointed a charge engineer at the Torquay Corporation works. 
Mr., L. Osrick, mains assistant at the Bridlington electri- 
: «ity works, has been appointed to a similar position with the 
Finchley Council. UC og 
Dover T.C. has appointed Mr. E. L. SnoksMrrH charge en- 
„einer. at а salary of £900 a year, to be reviewed at the end 
col three топа. © © n |: | 
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Mr. R. L. HonsriLD, manager of the Walsall: Corporation, 
Tramways, who is leaving for a similar appointment ‘at 
Cardiff, has been presented by the staff with an inscribed 
oak bureau bookcase. 551 | | 

The salary of Mr. WisnHanr, electrical engineer at Mother- 
well, is to be increased by £100 to £550 per annum. The 
A.M.E.E. requested the payment of £778, with £60 bonus, 
plus 80 per cent. | 

The American Academy of Arts and Sciences has awarded 
the Rumford Premium to Dr. Irvine LANGMUIR, for his re- 
searches in thermionic and allied phenomena. 5 ei 

The Willard Gibbs medal has been presented to Dr. F. G. 
COTTRELL, director of the U.S. Bureau of Mines, by the Chicago 
Section of the American Chemical Society in recognition of 
his researches on the precipitation of fumes and dust. 

Bath City Council has increased the salary of Mr. F. 
TEAGUE, the City Electrical Engineer, from £700 to £850 per 
annum. | 


The Birthday Honours List.—In the list of Birthday 
Honoürs, which was published on Saturday last, the follow- 
ing gentlemen are awarded the honour of knighthood :— 

Mr. Philip Dawson, for service rendered as a member of 
the Disposal Board, Ministry of Munitions. 

5 William Noble, chief engineer to the General Post 
ce. 

Professor J. B. Henderson, D.Sc., Professor of Applied 
Mechanics, R.N. College, Greenwich. | 

The ELECTRICAL Review tenders its congratulations to these 
three gentlemen. 


Obituary.—Mn. O. V. THomas.—We regret to read in the 
Times of the death which occurred on May 30th, at Mareeilles, 
from pneumonia, of Mr. Orlo Venning Thomas, Municipal 
е engineer, Penang, late P.W.D., Straits Settlements, 
age 

PROF. Aucusto RIOEI. -The Times correspondent at Milan 
reports that Prof. Augusto Righi, who held the Chair of 
Physics at Bologna University and was well known for his 
experiments in magnetism and electricity and light, died at 
Bologna on Tuesday at the age of 70 years. 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


W. Canning & Co., Ltd. (167,927).—Public company. 
Registered June Ist. Capital, £450,000 in £1 shares. The objects are: 

carry on the business of manufacturers of and dealers in polishing and 
lating plant, machinery, apparatus, and materials and preparations for the 
usinesses of electro platers, polishers, electro depositors, enamellers, and 
lacquerers, metallurgical chemists and analysts, drysalters, electrical and 
general engineers, &c., and to adopt an agreement with E. R. I 
The first directors are: E. R. Canning, Grey House, Hamstead Hall Road, 
Handsworth, Birmingham; T. R. Canning, The Tan House, Lapworth, 
Warwick; A. B. Canning, 5, Park Avenue, Handsworth, Birmingham; E. 
Williams, Benson Works, Foundry Lane, Birmingham; G. A. Pope, Southam 
Road, Hall Green, Birmingham. Solicitor: E. P. Beale, 12, Newhall Street, 
Birmingham. Registered office: 187, Great Hampton Street, Birmingham. 


Vickers-British East Africa, Ltd. (188,013).—Private com- 
pany. Registered June 4th. Capital, £2,000 in 21 shares. To carry on the 
business of manufacturers of and dealers in steel, iron, brass, and metals, 
shipbuilders, shipwrights, ordnance manufacturers,’ electricians, &c. The 
first directors are: Sir Francis Barker, Lowndes House, Lowndes Square, 
S. W.; S. V. Dardier, 48, Grange Road, Ealing, W.; N. Robinsoh, Westmoor, 
Green House, Slough (all of various other companies). Solicitors: Linklater 
and Paines, 2, Bond Court, , Walbrook, E.C. Registered office: Vickers 
House, Broadway, Westminster. | 


Uno Co., Ltd. (167,790).—Private companv. Registered 
May 97th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares.. To carry oa the business of electrical 
and general engineers, manufacturers of the“ Uno“ roaster, &c. The first 
directors are: P. B. Benkert, 159, Venner Road, Sydenham, S.E.; W. Bennett, 
28, Amhurst Park, Stamford Hill, N.; C. P. Bennett, 28, Amhurst Park, 
Stamford Hill, N. Solicitor; W. N. Wyles, 4, Walbrook, E.C. Registered 
office: 90, Minories, Tower Hill, E. 1. 


Hays, Standen & Co., Ltd. (167,869).—Registered May 
31st. Capital, 250.000 in £1 shares. To take over the business of engineers, 
merchants and manufacturers carried on at 71, Southwark Street, S. E., as 
" Hays, Hunter & Standen, Ltd.,“ and to carry on the same and the 
business of dealers in machinery and plant, castings for electrical, motor, 
and allied industries, switches, lamp holders, &c. The first directors are: 
J. D. Garrett, 88, Ebury Street, S. W.; P. J. Hays, Bleangate, Tue 
Surrey; H. W. Standen, Canterbury House, Sevenoaks. Solicitor: T. А 
Hall, 61, West Smithfield. E.C. Registered office: 71, Southwark Street, S. E. 


City Electric Welding Co. (Newcastle), Ltd. (167,863) .— 
Private company. Registered Мау 31%. Capital, £5,000 in 21 shares. To 
carry on the business of electric and oxy-acetylene welders, automobile en- 


gineers, agents for motor lorries, cars, cycles, scooters, and motor and аего- . 


plane accessories, marine engineers, ship builders and repairers, &c. The 


first directors are: A. Atkinson, 1, Lesbury Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne; W. C. 


Waller, Elderhurst, Granville Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne; C. Deuchar, Overdale, 
Lindisfarne Road, Newcastle-on-Tvne. Secretary: W. C. Waller. Registered 
office: 2 and 4, Stephen Street, Bridge End, Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
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Crampton & Co., Ltd. (109,328).—Capital, £2,500 in 21 


shares, Return dated April &th, 1920. All shares taken up and: paid for - 


in full, Mortgages and charges nil. i 


Lymington Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd. (57,985).— 
Capital. £30,000 in £5 shares (4.000 ordinary and 1,400 preferred). Return 
dated March 81st, . 8,588 ordinary and 1,285 preferred shares: taken up. 
224. 375 paid, including £10 on shares forfeited. Mortgages and charges, 
£32,000. . 
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Crossley Bros., Ltd. bed Pepe dated May 9th, 
1990. Capital, 22, 000, 000 in £1 shares (403,390 preferred, 1,015,414 ordinary, 
and 581,196 unissued). All preferred and ordinary shares taken up. 4533, 
paid. £885,604 considered as paid. Mortgages and charges, nil. 


Chas W. Webber, Ltd.—Debentures dated May 17th, 1920, 
to secure £500, charged on the company's und taking and property, present 
and future, including uncalled capital. Holder: F. E. Dove, Chandos 
Lodge, Weston-super-Mare. 


British Union Lamp Works, Ltd.—Particulars of £20,000 
debentures authorised May 20th, 1920; whole amount issued. Property 
charged: The company’s undertaking and property, present and future, 
including uncalled capital, subject to £10,000 first mortgage debentures. No 
trustees. 


Sutton-in-Ashfield Motor & Electrical Engineering Co., 


Ltd.—Debentures charged on certain land and premises in 
Sutton-in-Ashfield, and the company's undertaking and property, present and 
future, including uncalled capital, dated May 14th, 1920 to secure all moneys 
due or to become due from the company to London County Westminster and 
Parr’s Bank, Ltd. 


Li hting | General Traders, Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on 
April 14th, 1920, of debentures dated November 6th, 1919, securing £682 10s. 
Whitchurch & Pangbourne Electric Supply Co., Ltd.— 


Satisfaction in full on April 29th, 1920, of charge da ugust 14th, 1919, 
securing £300. 


CITY NOTES. 


The gross earnings for the year 1919 
were £976,168, and the gross maintenance 
and other charges in Argentina and Lon- 
don were £764,076, leaving £212,092, from 
which debenture interest and preference 
dividend are deducted; 8 per cent., free of tax, is paid on 
the ordinary shares; £50,000 is put to reserve; £10,000 to 
reserve (war contingencies) fund; £35,700 is carried forward, 
as against £36,707 brought in. The directors have sanctioned 
the introduction into Buenos Aires of the automatic system. 
The shareholders are to be asked to authorise the increase 
of the capital to £2,500,000, with power to the directors to 
issue new shares at such times and upon such terms and 
conditions as they shall determine, as the general expansion 
of the undertaking of the company and the necessity of 
coping with the ever-increasing demand for new telephone 
facilities entail an outlay which can only be met by the 
provjsion of additional capital. 


The report for 1919 shows a balance to 


United River 
Plate Telephone 
Co., Ltd. 


Caliender’s the credit of profit and loss account of 
Cable and £161,525. Debenture interest absorbs 
Construction £13,500; preference dividend £26,000; de- 
Co., Ltd. preciation of buildings, plant, and machi- 


nery £37,500; depreciation of office furni- 
ture £500. The balance brought forward was £114,779, and 
the available balance is £198,803; 15 per cent., less income 
tax, on the ordinary shares requires £60,000; there is put 
to special reserve for war taxation £33,000, and carried for- 
ward 2105.803. During the year an entire change has taken 
place in the business of the company, as the factories both 
at Erith and of the Anchor Co. at Leigh, have been converted 
from manufacturing war materials to ordinary commercial 
roduction. This conversion has involved much work. and 
as taken considerable time. During that period output was 
seriously interfered with, but the change-over is now com- 
plete, with most satisfactory results. The urgent necessity 
to increase the company's production, notwithstanding the 
working week being reduced to 47 hours. required а reor- 
ganisation of the factory conditions, and, after lengthy nego- 
tiation, a system of continuous working by three rotary shifta 
was established, with the result that output has now been 
substantially increased. In the early part of the year it be- 
came evident to the directors that additional plant and 
machinery were required to meet the increasing demands 
of the industry for cables capable of working at much higher 
voltages tham in the past. Extensive new workshops were 
therefore erected for the manufacture of super tension mains 
of 33.000 volts and upwards. and these are now practically 
completed. The Picardy works, which were specially erected 
and equipped with machinery for the rapid manufacture of 
field telephone cables for the army, have heen completely 
converted and re-equipped with plant for the manufacture 
of telephone cahles for general use. The financial results of 
1919 are regarded as eminentlv satisfactory, especially when 
consideration is given to the difficulties inseparable from the 
great change-over which has occurred, and the general re- 
organisation of industry. Thev believe that the full results 
of the new plant will onlv be apparent in the future. and. 
eeeing. that the volume of orders obtained is exceptionally 
large, thev have everv hope that the financial resulta of the 
current vear will be even more favourable. The business of 
the Anchor Cable Co., Ltd.. a subsidiarv of this company, 
suffered from the process of conversion referred to above, but, 
nevertheless, the financial resulta have been satisfactorv. 
An excellent feeling prevails between the operatives and the 
management. As the financial resources of the company. 
even with the additional capital issued in 1918, have not 
sufficiently met the requirements of the company’s increasing 
trade, the directora, early in April last. took the necessarv 
steps to increase the capital bv the creation of 400,000 B 
cumulative preference spares of £1 each: these will be issued 


shortly and, with them, the unissued balance of 100,000 
ordinary shares. 


The report for 1919 states that the bws- 


Marconi ness continues to show substantial expen- 
International sion. Gross revenue £772,019, an increase 
Marine of £208,813 over 1918. This increase is in 
Communication part due to an advance in ship subsidies 
Co., Ltd. in consequence of a large advance in 


salaries of telegraphists during the period, 
and it is counter-balanced to a considerable extent by the 
increase in expenditure. 

In consequence of unfavourable rates of exchange which obtained at the 
end of the year, considerable sums of money have been allowed to remain 
abroad on deposit or invested in foreign Government securities. A sum 
approximating £50,000 has been debited to profit and loss account, calculating 
the rate of exchange on December 3lst, as though the money had been 
brought home at that date, and the loss incurred. The loss. however, ha 
not been actually incurred, and when in the course of time exchanges im e. 
as no doubt they will do, the sums written off will figure in a future 
balance sheet às a profit. 

Notwithstanding this temporary depreciation and the writing off of some 
£20,000 representing depreciation in investments in Government securities, 
the profit for the year shows an increase over the preceding year. 

Final dividend of 10 per cent. for 1919, making 15 per cent. 
for the year. 748 debentures of a par value of £14,960 were 
redeemed. The total number of public telegraph stations 
owned and worked by the company on the high seas in 

from 2,549 to 2,842. The organisation of the company, 
together with that of its associated companies, has continued 
to render inestimable service in the saving of life and pro- 
perty. The Amalgamated Wireless (Australasia), Ltd., in 
which this company is interested, has paid a dividend of 5 
per cent. in respect of the year ended June 30th, 1919. Oi 
the 600,000 new shares offered to shareholders, at per, on 
May 10th, 1919, 592,726 shares were subscribed. Lord Her- 
schell, G.C.V.O., has been appointed a director. 


The revenue for 1919 was £90,860 and the 
expenses were £70,734, leaving £20,127 
Tramways & plus £3,649 brought forward. Interest on 
Lighting Co., the debentures absorbs £4,600; there is put 
Ltd. to reserve for depreciation and renewai« 
£6,500; to maintenance reserve, £4,000; 

5 per cent. dividend on the preference shares requires £6,153, 
leaving £2,512 to carry forward. The revenue increased bv 
£11,941 as compared with 1918 (of which 24,930 was from the 
tramways and £6,232 from lighting and power) Expenses 
increased by £13,349, chiefly due to higher salanes and wages 
and cost of coul and other materials. The gross profit shows 
a reduction of £1,408 as compared with 1918. An increase in 
fares was authorised in August, 1919, and the revenue since 
that date has materially improved. The increased revenue 
from lighting and power is mainly due to increased charges. 
Expenses have materially increased since the laet revision of 
fares, and lighting and power tariffs and further adjustments 
of charges are now under consideration. Capital expended 
during the year (£13,290) was mainly for house services, cables 
and plant. A 2,000-kw. Curtis turbine is now in course af 
construction. The lease of the Lighting Order from the Cork 
Corporation which expired in August, 1918, has, after pro 
longed negotiations, been renewed for a period of 40 years: 


Cork Electric 


the approval of the Board of Trade is awaited. 


Presiding at the annual meeting recently 
Mr. P. D. Tuckett said that last year. 
following on an increase of £28,000 in 
1918, the higher price of coal and the ri: 
in wages account for a further increase of £36,000, making 
a total increase of £120,000 since 1914 for those two items 
alone. They had repeatedly apphed to the Board of Trade 
for sanction to increases in their charges to meet these in- 
creased costs, but the relief obtained had been wholly in- 
adequate. They had hoped that the Bill which, together 
with Edmundsons' Electricity Corporation, they had pro- 
moted, would have given them the right to earn the reason- 
able return on their capital to which they were entitled ani 
without which they could not properly discharge their statu- 
tory obligations. Whereas every other trader, :ncludine the 
Government, had long since met the conditions bv a corre- 
sponding adjustment of price, this company was still suffering 
and, indeed, all but perishing, from inability to make suc 
adjustment. It was the only remedy open to them, and т 
would be a monstrous injustice if it was much longer denied 
them—both to shareholders and to the staff. It was wit 
much regret that he had to report the rejection of the B: 
by the Select Committee of the House of Lords. Since ther 
they had had an interview with the Electricity Commis 
sioners, and they appeared to be alive to the seriousness & 
the position and professed their anxiety to find a remet 
without delay. They were unable to specify the exact fom 
which the remedy would take. The company would leave 
no stone unturned to get the Commissioners’ good intenticrs 
converted into definite action at the earliest possible date 
No further capital would be put into the business unt’ 
there was a satisfactory assurance of a reasonable retum 
thereon; yet no business was more dependent on a stead- 
flow of new capital. if healthy development was to continve 
But for the war thev would have been able to show ar 
available balance to-day of between 450.000 and бо (г. 
which would have amply sufficed to provide for depreciation 
and for the payment of a substantial ordinary dividend 
Instead, however. of their being in 8 position to pav ar 
ordinary dividend, they were unable to pay anv preference 
dividend, and were not even able to provide at all adequate]: 
for the increased depreciation which the increased cost сі 


Urban Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd. 
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plant renewals now entailed. The results were deplorable, 
and unless the conditions which had produced them were very 
shortly relaxed, it was quite obvious that the industry, 80 
far as most of the smaller provincial undertakings were con- 
cerned, was going to be brought to a standstill. They were 
not only denied the right to earn a profit, but were com- 
pelled to supply at a heavy loss which it was altogether 
beyond their capacity to bear. So desperate were the straits 
to which some of the undertakings were reduced, that from 
sheer lack of funds it was no longer possible for them to 
pay their men the increased scale of wages which recent 
awards entitled them to claim. They had, therefore, most 
reluctantly been forced to adopt, as the only policy open to 
them, the purely retrograde one of doing everything in their 
power to discourage development. In the present uncer- 
tainty as to the treatment they were to receive, he hesitated 
to offer any advice as to the value of the shares, but it would 
be a pity if they were to allow the natural disappointment 


and discouragement of the moment to induce them lightly. 


to throw their holdings. The enormous increase in the cost 
of plant and buildings had greatly enhanced the value of the 
property, and it was only the artificial and unfair restriction 
of their rates of charge that prevented it from producing a 
satisfactory return. Provided therefore that they were given 
the right to charge higher prices, which they were satisfied 
their consumers would readily pay, he saw no reason why 
they should look to the future with any less confidence than 
formerly. The demand promised to be greater than ever, 
but before they could increase their obligations they must 
have a reasonable expectation of earning a commercial return. 
Under the most favourable circumstances some little time 
was bound to elapse before they could make good the injury, 
and fully restore the position to what it should be. 


The directors of the A. G. Міх £ Genest, 
of Berlin, recommend the payment of a 
dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. for 
1919, this contrasting with no distribution 
in the preceding year. 

The Lloyd Dynamo Werke A.G., of Bremen, proposes to 
pay a dividend at the rate of 7 per cent. out of net profits 
of 188,000 marks in 1919, as compared with 7 per cent. and 
201,000 marks respectively in the preceding year. 

The accounts of the Deutsche Kabelwerke A.G., of Berlin, 
including the balance forward, and after making provision for 
depreciation, show net profits of 1,392,000 marks for 1919, as 
compared with 896,000 marks in the previous year. It is 
intended to pay a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent., being 
the same as in 1918. 

The report of Voigt & Haeffner A.G., of Frankfort-on-Main, 
states that a scarcity of raw materials continued in 1919 
and caused great restrictions in the production. The net 
profits amounted to 1.840.000 marks, as compared with 
2,003,000 marks in 1918, the dividend being at the rate of 
18 per cent., as in the preceding year. It is said that the 
prospects are not unfavourable provided that a sufficient 
supply of raw and semi-finished materials is available. 

The report of the Dr. Paub Meyer A.G., of Berlin, states 
that the difficulties experienced in obtaining raw materials 
rendered it impossible fully to meet the demand in 1919, 
particularly in the new department for electricity meters. 
The net profits amounted to 675,000 marks, as against 437,000 
marks, and а dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. has been 
declared on the increased capital of 6,000,000 marks, being 
the same rate as in 1918. | 

The Ges. fur Elektrische Unternehmungen, of Berlin, states 
that the tramways in which the company is interested ex- 
perienced still more unfavourable results in 1919 than in the 
preceding year. The net profits were derived partly from 
the sale of foreign investments and partly from the improved 
results of electricity supply works, they having amounted 
to 5,792,000 marks, as compared with 4,485,000 marks in 1918. 
It is proposed to pay a dividend at the rate of 8 per cent., 
ав against 6 per cent. in the previous year, and to devote 
greater attention to investments in manufacturing works in 
the future. 

The report of the Bergmann Elektrizitats Werke A.G., of 
Berlin, whose accounts have previouslv been published (12 
per cent. for 1919, as in the preceding year) states that an 
abundance of orders was received for all departments, 
although the irregularity in the production specially preju- 
diced the export trade, as it was impossible fully to execute 
the orders resulting from the resumption of relations. In 
general manufacturing was limited to the satisfying of normal 
commercial requirements. Numerous light and power in- 
stallations and portable motors were delivered for agricultural 
purposes, and the railway department was chiefly occupied 
with the completion of heavy high-speed locomotives. 

The report of the directors of Hartmann € Braun A.G., 
of Frankfort-on-Main, states that the net profits in 1919 were 
the lowest in the history of the company. After applying 
513.000 marks to depreciation. as against 425,000 marks in 
1918, the accounts show net profits of 71.000 marks, as com- 
pared with 995,000 narka. Including the balance forward 
and 100,000 marks transferred from the transition reserve 
fund, the sum available for disposal is 267,000 marks, as 
contrasted with 357.000 marks in the previous year. It is 
proposed to pay a dividend of 6 per cent., as compared with 
9 per cent. and 15 per cent. in the two preceding years respec- 


German 
Companies. 


tively. As to the cause of the less satisfactory results last 
year, it was stated at the recent general meeting to be ex- 
tremely difficult to calculate prime costs and sale prices in 
times of economie fluctuations, whilst if the coal eupply 
became further reduced the worst apprehensions would be 
justified. It was also necessary to take into consideration 
the reserve manifested in the general business, and they 
would have to be prepared for still further reserve and exten- 
sive cancellations of orders. 


Havana Electric Railway, Light & Power Co.—For 1919 
the gross earnings totalled $9,397,152. Operating ex- 
penses and taxes $4,979,685, leaving net income $4,417,767. 
Net profits from operation and miscellaneous income 
$3,502,594, out of which hag been set aside ав reserve for 
depreciation $622,121, leaving $2,850,473, plus $2,639,025 
brought forward, making together $5,519,498, from which 
has been deducted amortisation of bond discount and ex- 
penses $24,250, provision for sinking fund in respect to Eng- 
lish bonds of Compania de Gus y Electricidad de la Habana 
$13,533, provision for sinking fund in respect of consolidated 
mortgage bonds of Havana Electric Railway $114,870, pro- 
vision for einking fund in respect to general mortgage bonds 
of Havana Electric Railway, Light & Power, $52,728, divi- 
dends paid during year (6 per cent. on preferred and com- 
mon) $2,155,612, leaving to be carried forward $3,158,503. 


A Swiss Investment Co.— he directors of the Motor 
A.G. fur Angewandte Elektrizitat, of Baden, Switzerland, 
which is a holding company connected with the Brown- 
Boveri group, state that the undertakings in which the com- 
pany is interested developed favourably in 1919. The net 
profits amount to 2,150,000 fr., as compared with 2,971,000 fr. 
in 1918, and a dividend of 5 per cent. has been declared, as 
against 7 per cent. A loss of 3,604,000 fr. in exchange is 
recorded on foreign investments and credits, and has been 
placed to an exchange account to be redeemed. 


Great Northern Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The directors pro- 
pose for 1919 the distribution of a total dividend and bonus 
of 22 per cent., including the 5 per cent. already paid, and 
to transfer £61,111 to the reserve and renewal fund and 
£55,556 to the renewal fund for cable steamers; £41,667 has 
been allotted to the pension fund. It is further proposed to 
set aside £305,556 for extraordinary taxes, and to carry for- 
ward £141,607 to 1920. 


Siemens Brothers & Co., Ltd.—The annual meeting was 
held on Tuesday. The dividend, 10 per cent. for the year, 
has already been mentioned here. According to the Financial 
Times, £5,000 has been placed to buildings reserve, £7,329 to 
pension fund and reiiring allowances, £25,000 to write off 
from discount the sale of debenture stock, reducing the item 
to £37,500, £15,000 to general reserve, making £75,000, carry- 
ing £315,776 forward, subject to excess profits duty. 

At the meeting, Mr. G. Mure Ritchie, the chairman, de- 
livered a very interesting speech on the progress that was 
taking place in all departinents of the business. We shall 
deal with the matter in our next issue. | 


Public Issue.—W. Canning £ Co., Ltd.—The Times states 
that another industrial flotation that is to be made in the 
very near future is the century-old business of W. Canning 
and Co., the Birmingham firm of electro-plate manufacturers 
and dealers. The present issue is 300,000 ordinary shares of 
£1. of which 100,000 will be taken by the vendor as part of 
the purchase consideration.“ 


Stock Exchange Notices.—Application has been made to 
the Committee to allow the undermentioned to be officially 
quoted :— 

London Electric Wire Co. & Smiths, Ltd.—400,000 74 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares of £l each, fully paid (Nos. 
] to 400,000). 

Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation, Ltd.—The number 
of units sold to consumers has amounted to: Four weeks 
ended February 27th, 1990, 9,349,360; 1919, 2,009,647. Four 
weeks ended March 96th, 1990, 2,624,680; 1919, 2,379,613. 
Five weeks ended April 30th, 1920, 3,764,065; 1919, 3,283,030. 


Yorkshire (West Riding) Electric Tramways Co., Ltd. 
—Interim dividend of 3 per cent., less tax, on the 6 per 
cent. cumulative preference shares for half-year ending June 
30th. 

Calcutta Tramways Co., Ltd.—Final dividend of 6s. 6d. 
per share, free of tax, making 10 per cent. for 1919 en the 
ordinary shares. 

Greenwood & Batley, Ltd.—Net profits for year ended 
March, 1990, £60,044, plus £14,422 brought forward. Total 
dividend for the year on the ordinary shares 15 per cent.; 
£6,000 to depreciation; £10.000 to contingencies; £25,308 
carried forward. £174,195 of reserve has been capitalised, 
and share for share distributed. As a result of revaluation 
of the works £150,000 appreciation on book value has been 
added to reserve. ; 


British Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 4 per 
cent. on the ordinary stock for year ended March, 1920, carry- 
ing forward £150,000. 
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=! = STOCKS AND SHARES. 
| TUESDAY EVENING. 
e idea of a War Wealth Levy had less 


effect in the Stock Exchange than it might have done had it 
not been for the fears of dearer money which make theni- 
selves felt amongst all the investment markets. Nor is the 
anxiety confined to investment markets only, inasmuch as the 
possibilities of an 8 per cent. Bank Rate weigh also upon 
enterprise as it concerns more speculative operations, and 
checkg business generally. There are those in the City who 
ecoff at the idea of an 8 per cent. rate on this side of Sep- 
tember, but the Bank and Treasury have given too recent 
evidence of their capacity for springing surprises on the 
monied community for a great deal of certainty to be felt in 
regard to Bank Rate stability at present. This, in fact, js the 
predominant influence in markets at the moment, and natur- 


ally it has & depressing influence. | 

The Home Railway market 18 troubled again by another 
batch of demands from the railwaymen. As the eel gets 
accustomed to skinning, so the market for these stocks is by 
now familiar with the persistent rise 1п expenses. Therefore 
prices are not flat. They are simply heavy. Underground 


Electric Incomes at 58 are 9 points down, but the shilling 


shares came into some 


istricts are lower at hav 
НЕ at 193. It may be worth mentioning that Metro- 


ап i r cent. debenture can be bought at 574, with an 
CC due in July, and the yield at this price .8 
61 per cent. on the money. London Electric 4 per cent. 
preference at 504 pays practically 8 per cent., and District 
44 per cent. preference is on offer at 56, paying 8à per cent. 
In spite of tbe demand that there is for & good many Home 
Railway prior-charge stocks, these Underground descriptions 
are somewhat out of favour, though for the longer shot some 
people regard them ав worth picking up at current quotations 
in order to mix with securities that return less on the money. 

Amongst foreign traction varieties, the principal feature 18 
the strength of Anglo-Argentine Tramways Ist preference. 
The price touched 33 before coming back to 3h, the latter 
showing a rise of бв. on the week. This 1s due to the 
ouncement that the company will pay off one 
year’s arrears of dividend to the middle of 1918, leaving two 
years more, which in money is equal to 18. per share, to be 
met later on. This resumption of dividends will have been 
expected for soine time past by those who have followed this 
column. The company’s 5 per cent. debenture stock gained 
34 at 594, and the second preferences at 34 are the fraction to 
the good. Brazil Tractions lost 2 points of their last week's 
jump, and in Mexicans there is nothing fresh to report. A 
rise of 2 in British Columbia Electric preference advanced the 
price to 574. The various dollar securities are a little better 
on the week, but the rises are mostly confined to a point or 
go apiece, and no dramatic change has taken place through- 
out the list. Canadian General Electric preference at 1094 are 


К нра stocks exhibit a tendency to sympathise 
with dulness elsewhere. ^ Eastern ordinary is 3 lower, and 
Westerns have shed 58. The varions recent issues in this 
group are somewhat lower, except Western Telegraph pew at 
34 premium for the £1 paid shares. Eastern Extension new 
are 3 to 34 premium, and Globe new 31-33 premium, both £1 
paid. The Eastern Telegraph shares, 2s. paid, have been 9s., 
but eased off to 7s. 6d. There is no rally from the slump in 
Indo-Europeans which occurred last week. United River 
Plate Telephones are to receive their usual dividend of 5 per 
cent., making 8 per cent. for the year, tax free. It is pro- 
posed to increase the capital by half-a-million pounds to 2} 
millions, though not to make an immediate issue. The shares 
are of the nominal value of £5, and as the ordinary are quoted 

at 71. there is a hint here of a possible bonus presently. 
Active business is in progress in the Marconi group, and the 
shares of the parent company tonched 3} before there was a 
slight reaction. The price bas come up steadily from 24 to 
the present level of 3 7/16. As already stated here, the sup- 
port is declared in the market to have come from Ttalian 
sources, ft being said that certain Ttalian holders who had sold 
Marconis heavily, are now taking them hack again. The 
gossip is repeated for what it may he worth, but at апу rate 
the market is in a much more healthy condition than it has 
been for some time past. With the rise in Marconis has 
come a sympathetic improvement in Marconi Marines, the 
price advancing to 2%. but reacting to 2 later on. The report 
just out shows that the gross revenue of £772.00 is £208,000 
more than that of the preceding 12 months. The dividend of 10 
per cent., making 15 per cent. for the year, is the same. how- 
ever, as that paid for the last three vears, The capital was in- 
Some 13 months ago by 600,000 new shares, and. of 


creased E | 
course, the dividend has to be paid on the extra money then 
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little request, and moved up to 58. 
15. Metropolitans have been left un- 


provided: Canadian. Marconis remain at half-a-guines. No 
market has yet developed in Radios, and, although some of 
the certificates issued in exchange for the American Marconis 
have reached this side, the Stock Exchange Committee hare 
not yet given their permission for dealings to take place, 
‘There is little fresh to say with reference to electric lighting 
shares. It is reported that а certain number of inquiries ior 
the cheapest shares have reached the market, but they have 
not materialised into buying orders, and prices all round are 
dull. Ag one jobber remarked, it is hardly to be expected 
that people will buy electric lighting shares when they wn 
see to read up to nine o’clock at night. On balance, the only 
quotable alteration on the week ig a decline of 5s. in London 
Electric preference. | 
Manufacturing shares are quiet. General Electric ordinary 
hardened to 32s. 6d., while Henleys at 1} are 2s. 6d. lower, 
Cromptons retained their rise at 22s., and British Insulated 
keep firm at 378. Babcock & Wilcox at 2$ show no change. 
A new issue of Callender’s Cable shares of 100,000 ordinary 
and 400,000 preference is announced. Underwriters were 
offered one new ordinary at 24s., in company with four new 
"B" preference at £1. The old ordinary stand about 3k. 
in the market, and the 61 per cent. preference at 188. 9d. Net 
profit for the year amounts to £161,500, and a 15 per cent. 
dividend is declared. Armament shares show a tendency to 
decline, Armstrongs and Vickers both leaning to the hearr 
side. The rubber market is steady, with the raw mater! 
close to a florin per lb. The public are taking little interest 
in rubber shares at the present time, and the same remark 
mav be extended, indeed, to many of the other industrial 
sections which make up the Miscellaneous Market of the 


Stock Exchange. 5 
SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL OOMPANIES, 


Homr ELECTRICITY COMPANIES, 
Dividend Price 


— — June 8, Tield 
1918. 1919. 1920. Rise or fall. ре, 
Brompton Ordinary.. ee ee R 12 6a == й 8 | 
Charing Cross Ordinary .. e» 6 7 927 — 9 61 
do. do. do 44 Pref. ee ч 4 2} = 8581 
Chelses.. 28 ae is МА 8 4 24 — 801 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 6 17j- — 111 
County of London .. s æ. 17 8 Ba — 917 0 
do do. 6 percent. Pref. 6 6 44 — 16 5 
Kensington Ordinary «5 - 6 7 4 ~ ці 
London Blectrio .. ‘a . Ni N 1} — 6 0 9 
do. do. ò per oent. Pref... 6 6 В ~} 1009 
Metropolitan. sis ER . б 8 92 = 1084 
do. 44 percent. Pref, .. @ 4 24 — 80) 
St. James’ and Pall Mall .. . 10 19 82 — 8 16 1 
South London T 6% å 6 6 23 — н?! 
South Metropolitan Pref... se 7 7 1 am 700 
TELEGRAPHS AND TFLEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tol. Pref, ee oo 6 6 тг — 7 M y 
do. Def, 26 „ BB Цц 18 — 1 861 
Chile Telephone .. .. .. 8 б — чц! 
Cuba Sub. Ord. ee oo oe 7 7 9i = «4 14 
Eastern Extension .. S2 5. 8 10 15 — 86 15 4 
Eastern Tel. Ord. ee oe oe 8 10 1 —8 % 18 0 
Globe Tel. and T, Ord. eo oe В 10 T ене 8 ] 0 
do, do. Pref, .. .. 8 в 83 — 111 
Indo-European va .. 18 10 85 — 7 910 
Marconi ee oe eo eo 95 mE ^t + à 1 5 6 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. „ 10 12 a — *4 18 0 
United R. Plate Tel. .. B ^8 7 — ККА. 
West India and Panama . 18 Nil : — Nil 
Western Telegraph..  ..  .. 8 10 189 —} "s 
Home Ralls, 
Central London Ord. Assented .. 4 4 44 = 3 
Metropolitan.. g.. 11 11 19} — 641 
до. Distric e e Nu NÄ 15 —i Nil 
Underground Electric Ordinary. Nil Nil 12 — Nil 
do, do, “A” NI Nil 5]. +1/- Nil 
do, do, Income .. b 4 583 —2 61? 
Forrian Trams, &c. 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil 33 3) — 1173 
do. do. 2nd Pref, — — 8 — ү 
до. do. 5 Deb. 5 б Es 48 88! 
Brazil Tractions SE А — — 51 —2 = 
Bombay Electric Pref,  .. a 6 6 18} — aus 
British Columbia Eleo. Rly. Pfce. 6 R 574 +8 8 1310 
do. . do. Preferrred 94 6 484 — 10 6 2 
do. do. Deferred Nil 8 458 — 6 11 10 
do. do. Deb. 4 4 5 — 811 
Mexico Trams5 percent, Bonds. Nil Nil on =- Ni 
о. 6 per cent. Bonds. Nil Nil 203 — No 
Mexican Light Common. . Nil Nil 194 = Nil 
йо, Pre... Nil NI! 24 — un 
do. Ist Bonds ... Nil Nil 423 — = 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIBS. 
Baboock & Wiloox .. .. . 15 — 24 = He 
British Aluminium Ord, ;.  .. 10 10 15. — 985 
British Insulated Ord. ^ .. |; 194 15 1j; = 17 
Callend ers. . 25 15 15 = 5: : 
3? Pref. ee ee ee = 
око <. T T 200 5 P — 509 
Crompton Ord. ae ee ee 10 — 92 / = 9 1 10 
Edison-8wan, “А ” ae 10 — 1 — 880 
do. do. брег cent. Deb. 5 5 = 668 
Hleotrio Construction — .. . 10 — 3l. = 8 y f 
Gen. Elec. Prei. 6 863 186 - 1% 
do. Ord. | ee ee ee 10 — 83/6 4 6d. % A : 
Henley ee oe ee ee — ee 25 15 1? — 4 5 0 : 
do. df Prei... 4 4 — = gui 
India. Rubber. 10 — 18} = ait 
Met.-Vickers Pref, .. es oo = 8 24 — 5 15 
Siemens Ord... . 10 10 260. = UBL 
Telegraph Con. 99» 9» 224 — “ol 


* Dividends ра! free. of Income Tax. 
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THE principal advantage of a three-phase system is that it 
enables power to be transmitted cheaply over long distances 
at. high voltages. It has, however, the disadvantage that 
three-phase motors are not capable of speed variation without 
considerable loss of power, unless they are of a complicated 
and costly type, and therefore not well suited to many steel- 

works purposes. 

Direct current does not lend: itself to cheap 1 ИА 
of power over long distances, but in most iron and steel 
works this point is not of importance. Direct- current motors 
are capable of speed variation over a wide range without 
loss of power, and this and other natural characteristics 
render them very suitable for many steelworks purposes. 

Most of the merchant mills and bar mills in the British 
Isles roll a Jarge number of different sections, of which the 
heavier should be rolled at low speeds and the lighter at high 
speeds. To get the best results and output from ‘the mills, 
each section should be rolled at its own particular speed. 
If such a mill- be driven by a D.c. motor, the speed can 
easily. be regulated through: a very wide range by a shunt 
régulator in the- motor field without entailing any loss of 
power, and, as the speed of the motor is reduced, the turning 
moment increases, so- that the maximum turning moment 
is available where it is required for rolling the heavy sections 
at slow speeds. The speed remains at about the basis speed 
corresponding with the setting of the shunt regulator, so 
that the mill does not run up to high speeds when the bar 
is out of the rolls. 

If an ordinary three-phase motor were employed. the speed 
could: only be reduced by inserting resistances in the rotor 
cirenit, which would cause waste of power nearly propor- 
tional to the reduction in speed of the motor. -The three- 
phase motor cannot give any increased turning moment at 
the low speeds, but on the contrary tends to lose its overload 


capacity as the speed is reduced, so that to obtain large 
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TIG. 1.—SreEpD VARIATION OF DIRECT-CURRKENT AND THRFE- 
PHASE MOTORS WHEN SPEED Is REDUCED. 


Loss OF Power IN THREE-PHASE MOTOR IS 


turning moments at reduced speed, a large and more ex- 
pensive motor must be installed. When driving a mill at 
reduced speed, the three-phase motor tends to run up to 
full speed as soon as the bar leaves the rolls, and also tends 
to fall greatly in speed while rolling a heavy ‘sectic n; so that 
the speed varies greatly, which means a ‘poor’ tonnage from 
the mul. | 

Figs. 1 and 2, which give à comparison between the work- 
ing of a 1,900-H.P. D.C. motor and a 1, 0-H. b. three- phase 
motor driving a mill. illustrate these points. 

The full speed of both is 150 K. P. x „ and the speed of each 
motor is reduced so as to drive the mill at 115 R. P. M. A few 
XS only are shown in the figures, lor tlie sake of sim- 
plicity. 

Fig. 2 shows that the power lost in the three- phase uiotor 
is yearly three tines as great asin the D€. motor, and it 
should be pointed out that while, if the mill were driven 
by a three-phase motor, a I, AH. e. motor would be required, 
on the other hand, if it were driven by. a D.C. motor, a sinaller 
motor than this could. be emploved with a corresponding 
reduction in the amount of power lost. 

Fig. 1 shows that the speed of the three-phase motor can- 
not Бе properly controlled, as it varies from 95.2 R.P.M. to 
147 m.P.M.—a variation of 44.8 per cent.—the speed rising 
to 147 R. p. Mx. when the bar leaves the rolls. The variation 
in speed of the b.c. motor is 8.5 per cent., this variation 
being allowed to enabie the flv wheel to assist. the motor, 
and this speed variation is capable of being reduced, Fig. 1 
shows how greatly the output from the inill would be re- 
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duced if it were: driven by a three-phase motor, owing: to, 
the impossibility of keeping the speed under control. 

A number of devices have been used to overcome these 
inherent: difficulties of the three-phase motor; mhle they 
enable speed regulations to be obtained without excessive’ | 
loss of power, and some of them enable the speed to be kept, 4 
reasonably under control, they usually entail the use of, 
more than one machine, are alw ays much more’ expensive in 
capital expenditure, are less economical, and more com- 
plicated than the plain b.c. motor. 

The operation of a rolling-mill motor and flywheel’ must 
next be considered; as the niajority of-rolling-mills are pro- 
vided with: fly wheels. To enable the’ tly wheel to take a part 
of the power required during a pass, the motor must auto- 
matically. fall in speed during the pass. This variation in 
speed under practical conditions—that is, with а flywheel ' 
of moderate size and without undue variation in the Power 
taken by the motor can easily be 10 per cent. to 15 per, 
cent. of the motor speed. 

If a p.c. motor be used to drive the mill. this automatic 
variation in speed can easily be arranged by providing a com- 
pound winding in the motor field. which does not entail. 
loss of power. On the other hand, if a three-phase motor be 
used, the variation in speed is obtained by inserting re- 
sistances in the rotor circuit, so that; when the speed falls 
by 15 per cent., practically 15 per cent: of the motor power 
is wasted. If the speed variation is to be less than this 
which is, of course, an advantage from the point of view, 
of obtaining a greater output from the mill—either a greater” 
variation in the motor power must be allowed or a heavier, 
flywheel must be used; and there is not much scope in the 
latter direction, as the practical limit in flywheel weight is 
soon reached. 

Devices employed for varying the speed of mill motora- 
intermittently, sueh as the so-c called automatic slip regulator, | 


л FULL LINE SHOWS POWER LOST BY DIRECT-CURRENT MOTOR. - 
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are too slow in action to be of value with the. ty pe of ih ; 
which is here referred to. 

The foregoing remarks show that three-phase current is, 
unsuitable for driving merchant and bar mills. Compared. 
with direct current it is either wasteful of power, involyes. 
loss of output from the mill, or involves an unduly . high 
capital cost. .Three-phase current. has, however, been ех xten- - 
sively: used in America for driving mills, hut there comer: 
cial conditions are. different, from those prevailing in the 
British Isles; for the tendency in Aineriga is for large ton- - 
nages of-a particular section to be rolled in one mill, so that’ 
the question of speed regulation. becomes of less importance 
than in Great Britain, "and. consequently the three-phase , 
motor is not at so great a disadvantage. In visiting American 5 
mills the author has nevertheless seen a number of cases , 
where three-phase current has, been used where better results 


. would. Бе. obtainable with direct. current. 


It may be pointed out that where means are available foi Г 
readily varying the speed of the imill, increased. output is, 
sometimes to be obtained by gradually increasing the speed, 
of the mill as each billet is being. rolled, so that the: first: 
passes on the billet are made at a moderate speed, and te. К 
last passes on the finished section are made at a high speed.-. 
This method of working has been developed to a considerable |, 
extent in certain large three high continental amills where | 
very large tonnages are obtained, While the majority of. 
mills of this description have been driven, with good results, 
by a motor coupled to a. flywheel, there is, in the author's“ 
opinion, too great a tendency to accept the flywheel without. 
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considering the possibility of obtaining an increased output 
if it were dispensed with. When a new mill is being put 
down, this point should receive full consideration. A rolling- 
mill motor should not be regarded merely as & motor to 
drive a rolling-mill, but, if the best results are to be obtained 
by electric driving, the rolling-mill plant, if new, and the 
mill motor should be suited to one another, and both the 
mill and motor be considered as a combined plant. 

It should be remembered that rolling-mill plants have been 
developed in connection with the steam drive. The electric 
motor has certain different characteristics from the steam- 
engine, and full advantage should be taken of these differ- 
ences, 

The proportion of sheet and tinplate mills which are driven 
electrically is not so great as the proportion of merchant and 
bar mills, and the statement has frequently been made that 
it is cheaper to drive hot mills by steam than electrically. 
The author believes that there is a foundation for this state- 
ment, and that the reason is as follows :— 

The speed of the rolla in euch mills is usually from 30 to 
40 R.P.M., depending on the roll diameter, and when driven 
by a steam-engine, the engine is generally direct coupled. 
Where electrical driving has been adopted, a motor running 
at a comparatively high speed hag been used which drives 
the mill by ropes or by gearing. Now, the variations in 
the power required to drive such mills are very great indeed, 
perhaps greater than with anv other type of mill, so that 
the average power consumption is only a small fraction of 
the maximum power. 

The rope or gear drive entails a certain loss of power 
which is going on continuously, so that, while this loss of 
power may be only a small percentage of the maximum 
power, it still forms a very substantial addition to the aver- 
age power, so that it materially increases the energy con- 
sumption measured in kilowatt-hours per ton rolled. 

If a three-phase motor were installed to drive such a mill, 
this loss of power would be accentuated by the loss which 
occurred in the resistances connected in the rotor circuit, 
which are necessary to enable the flywheel to give up power 
when required, and these losses, while they may be only a 
small percentage of the maximuin power, make a substantial 
addition to the average power taken, thus materially increas- 
Ing the energy consumption expressed in kilowatt-hours per 
ton rolled. Now, in the author's opinion, if such a mill be 
driven by a low-speed motor running at 30 to 40 R.P.M., the 
running costs of the electrical drive would be found to be 
considerably cheaper than those of the steam-engine, for 
these various losses of power would be eliminated. From 
results in the author's possession, he considers that the adop- 
tion of the direct drive would be found to reduce the con- 
sumption expressed in kilowatt-hours per ton by something 
like 40 per cent. | l 

There is no engineering difficulty in installing a D.C. motor 
running at a speed of 30 R.P.M. for driving a sheet mill. 
Such a motor would be larger and more costly than a high— 
speed motor, but when all the circumstances are taken into 
account the savings to be effected should be found to make 
a very substantial return on the extra capital cost. On the 
other hand, there are serious engineering difficulties in con- 
structing a three-phase motor to run at a speed of, say, 30 
R.P.M. If the electrical supply were 50 cycles. the motor 
would have to have 200 poles, and the power factor would 
be so low that the operation of the power generating plant 
and supply system would be very adversely affected. 

The above remarks apply only to the hot mills in sheet and 
tinplate works, and not to the cold rolls, which require 
practically constant power to drive them at a constant speed, 
so that for cold-roll driving there is very little to choose 
between direct and alternating current. 

The reversing mill is driven by а direct current motor, 
supplied with current from a motor-generator set coupled 
to a heavy flywheel. 

The motor of the motor-generator set would have а пога] 
power of about one-fifth or one-sixth of the power given by 
the mill motor when at work, and the question is whether 
it is better that this set should be driven by an А.С. or a 
p.c. motor. For example, a 2,000-H. F. motor may be used 
to drive the set, of which the flywheel at full speed would 
have a total stored energy of 200,000 H.p.-seconds, of which 
73.000  H.P.-seconds would Бесоше available for neutralising 
the variations in the power. 

The speed of this inotor would be so varied by some form of 
relav connected їп the circuit supplying the motor that the 
power in the circuit would be maintained at as nearly a steady 
value as possible—that is to say, that the speed of the motor 
would be reduced when the bar was in the rolls, so that the 
flvwheel eould supplv part of the power required by the 
mill motor, and when the bar was out of the rolls the speed 
of the motor would be increased, thus increasing the stored 
energy of the flywheel. In some works this relay has been 
connected in the main power circuits of the power-house, яо 
that the flywheel of the reversing rolling-mill equipment is 
not used merely to maintain the power required to drive 
the reversing mill at a constant value, but for a much more 
useful purpose—namely, to keep the power supplied by the 
power-house as constant as possible by providing the power 
required for heavy peaks of short duration, which may be 
caused by other parts of the plant, from the stored energy 
of the flywheel. This is a valuable asset, because if the 
power is supnlied from a gasengine station, of which the 


overload capacity is not very great, it may eave an addition! 
engine, and in any case the more constant the power-hasy 
load is kept, the cheaper the supply of electrical power 
becomes. 

If the 2.000-H.P. motor driving the motor- generator ві у 
a D.C. motor, it will not only cease to take power from th 
power station if a heavy peak occurs elsewhere in the works, 


. but can act as a generator and supply electrical power dris 


from the stored energy of the flywheel to help the power 
station. For a peak of short duration the motor thus actin: 
as a generator can work up to double its normal сарай. 
and can help the power station to the extent of somethin: 
approaching 6, 000 A.P. for a short time. If, however, а 
three-phase induction motor be used to drive the motor- 
generator set, it cannot generate power to help the poser 
station, but can only cease to take a considerable portion 
of its power from the power station. Thus the D.C. пош 
is about three times as effective as the three-phase motor in 
helping the power house to overcome peaks. | 

It has also been pointed out that the motor-generator xt 
has to be made to fall in speed artificially so that the flywheel 
can give the surplus power required by the reversing ші 
motor; this fall in speed would be of the order of 2 per cent. 
If a р.с. motor be used to drive the motor-generator Ft. 
this fall in speed does not entail any loss of power, bu 
if a three-phase induction motor be used, the 2 per cent, 
fall in speed means that a considerable proportion of the 
power supplied to the motor is wasted. 

On the average it may be taken that 10 per cent. of the 
power supplied to the three-phase motor is wasted, which 
would increase the kilowatt-hours per ton and consequenti 
the cost of energy for rolling by 10 per cent. 

A motor-generating set driven by a three-phase alternatin: 
motor is limited to certain speeds corresponding to the зп. 
chronous speed of this motor. If the supply be 5v-cycle, the 
synchronous speeds within the practicable range are 600, m. 
428, and 375 н.р.м. It may happen that the flywheel or the 
variable-voltage generators can run at higher speeds than 
the corresponding synchronous speed, so that if they ar 
driven by three-phase А.С. motors they are not being usd 
to the best advantage, and if a b.c. motor were used the 
motor-generator set could be run at a higher speed, and thus 
the capital cost of the reversing rolling-inill plant could te 
reduced. 

The electrical drive of the live roller gear requires careful 
consideration, for if live rolls cannot be handled rapidly à 
good output cannot be obtained from the mill, however pod 
it may be. The following considerations will show that live 
roller gear driven by v.c. motors can be handled more rapidly 
than if it were driven by three-phase motors. ma 

The turning moment of the p.c. series motor varies with 
the square of the current, while that of the А.С. motor vares 
directly as the current. Therefore the p.c. motor can acele- 
rate the live rolls much more rapidly than the a.c. motor. 
Conversely, in decelerating the live roller gear, the be 
motor gives a much more powerful retarding effect than the 
three-phase motor, so that the former proves a more effective 
machine for reversing live roller gear than the latter. | 

Another disadvantage of the three-phase motor is that its 
turning moment is proportional to the square of the voltage, 
so that if the voltage falls, say, 10 per cent. the їшї 
moment is decreased by 19 per cent. The turning moment 
of the D.C. motor is directly proportional to the voltage. The 
tends to make the three-phase motor sluggish where volta 
Variations occur. | 

In a certain large American steelworks where there is 3 
large power house in the works generating three-phase cur 
rent, direct- current live-roll motors have been installed 
throughout for this very reason, and the whole of the power 
for driving these motors is converted to direct current by 
rotary converters supplied for this purpose. 

The cheapest way of obtaining power in iron and steel 
works is to utilise the blast-furnace and coke-oven gases, 01 
other sources of waste heat, to the fullest extent. If thee 
natural resources of the works are utilised in the most ecole 
mical manner it will generally be found that they will prè 
vide all the power required by the works. oe 

Where large low-speed alternators are driven by gas engine 
some peculiar resonance effects can be produced, and these 
have proved exceedingly troublesome in certain power house 
If the alternator be driven at a uniforin speed by its еп, 
it can be set swinging, say, by a sudden overload or othe 
causes, at its natural time of vibration about its union 
speed of rotation, If the alternator and flywheel are pre 
perly designed, these vibrations. when once started, 10 die 
away quickly. If, however, the natural time of vibrate! 
happens to coincide with the time which elapses between 
the successive working strokes of the engine or certam 
multiples of them, the vibration may become so violent that 
it is impossible to run the engine. 

If à number of gas engine-driven alternators 
in parallel, serious difliculties can occur by the natural time 
of vibration of one of the alternators coinciding with the 
time between the working strokes of an engine drm 
another machine, so that it becomes impossible to run the 
two machines in parallel. The author has had experience " 
several cases of this kind. 

To avoid the possibility of such resonance the Pere 
weight of the flywheel has to be selected. Gas engine dive" 
D.C. machines are usually cheaper in capital cost than 55 
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engine-driven alternators, ‘and have the advantage from the 
engineering standpoint that these resonance troubles do not 
take place. 

Steam turbines directly coupled to three-phase alternators 
have been built in such large sizes and have proved them- 
selves to be so reliable that they call for no special com- 
ment. 

Direct-current turbo-generators with a high-speed turbine 
driving a comparatively slow-speed dynamo through some 
form of double-helical gearing have been built in sizes up 
to 6,000 kilowatts, and it is probable that natural develop- 
ment will lead to the construction of considerably larger 
sizes and that the turbines will run at higher speeds than 
3,000 R.P.M., which is the highest possible speed of a three- 
phase, 50-cycle turbo-alternator. Such gear-driven sets have 
proved very reliable in operation, and from the engineering 
standpoint there is little to choose between three-phase and 
D.C. turbo-generators. 

The capital cost of the D.c. geared turbo-generator is higher 
than that of a three-phase turbo-generator. The question to 
be decided, therefore, is what return the more economical 
application of direct current in the steelworks will make on 
the increased cost of the power house. 

It has been shown that direct current should be adopted 
as the system of supply of a steelworks, and this leads to the 
consideration of the question of linking-up with power supply 
authorities which supply three-phase alternating current. 

The following reasons have been advanced in favour of 
linking up:— 

(a) That the power eupply authority provides a standby 
to the works power house. 

(b) That the power supply authority provides a possible 
market for the surplus power of the works. 

It is evident that if & power supply authority undertakes 
to provide a standby of, say, 1,000 kilowatts, it must invest 
capital in an additional 1,000 kilowatts of plant in its boiler 
house and power station, and also invest a considerable capital 
sum upon its distribution svstem over and above the plant 
needed for its normal requirements. 

The authority has capital, depreciation, and maintenance 
charges to meet on this additional plant, and must provide for 
a definite payment per kilowatt which it contracts to keep 
as a standby. 

For the purpose of illustration, assume the capital cost to 
the supply authority of the plant and distributing system 
for providing 1,000 kilowatts standby to be £40,000. "Then 
the power supply authority would make a minimum annual 
charge of the order of 46.000 to recompense it for out-ot- 
pocket expenses—namely, capital, depreciation, maintenance 
charges, &c.—on the standby plant, whether this plant is 
used to supply power or not, and in addition if power is 
required from this plant it would make the ordinary charge 
per unit of electricity supplied. . 

The standby supply may be regarded as an insurance 
against exceptional circumstances. It is necessary for the 
works owner to ussure himself that the power supply autho- 
rity is carrying out its obligation by instalüng the plant 
necessary for providing a standby supply at any time. 

It would appear better for works having blast-furnace gas, 
coke-oven gas, or other sources of power, to install their 
own standby plant rather than pay other people to do it. 
If they install their own plant and charge themselves annually 
a similar sum to that which they would be paving a power 
supply authority, the cost of the plant will soon be paid 
off. If, on the other hand, they rely upon the authority, this 
annual charge goes on perpetually. 

In considering the second point, the question arises what 
price the power supply authority would be willing to pay 
for surplus power. A power supply authority is usually 
willing to pay 0.05d. per unit of surplus energy delivered to 
it by a works, and as on the other hand the authority usually 
charges about 0.5d. to 1.0d. per unit in selling its power to 
a works, the authority is apparently making & very sub- 
stantial profit on any surplus power which it buys. If this 
be considered from the authority’s point of view, it will be 
seen that surplus power is not of great value because, as a 
rule, it cannot be supplied when it is of value. 

The works as a rule need the fuil output of their own 
power plant for themselves during the ordinary working 
hours of the day, and could only supply surplus power to the 
power supply authority at other times, when the authority 
does not need it, and when it is in consequence of little 
value. 

It is evident, therefore, that the interests of the iron and 
steel works having their own power resources and those of 
a power supply authority do not coincide; there appears to 
be no advantage in linking-up with the power supply autho- 
rity, and it would be more profitable to the iron and steel 
works to find a means for using their own surplus power, 
which is one of their valuable assets. 


Protection against X-Rays.— At the Academy of Sciences, 
on May 27th, M. Daniel Berthelot announced that an important 
discovery had been made by Dr. Pech, which would ensure the 
protection of operators against the effects of X-rays. It consists of 
a process which neutralises the ultra-violet rays by the simul- 
taneous application of infra-red rays. 


WATBR POWER IN SCANDINAVIA. 


Тнк Council of the Swedish Water Power Association 
(Svenska Vattenkraft Forening), reporting to the members 
at the tenth annual meeting, held in Stockholm, on May 27th, 
stated that the active interest manifested in the utilisation 
of the national water powers during the years ol war 
slackened somewhat during the past year. In explanation 
of this fact it was mentioned that the construction of hydro- 
electric works, and the prosecution of the electrification of 
the country districts, were proceeded with at a slightly slower 
rite in 1919 than in the preceding years owing to the decline 
in the period of prosperity in certain districts and "the 
increased supply of fuel oil.” 

Mr. Sven Lubeck then discussed the present situation of 
the question of power and fuel supplies. At present, he 
stated, the water powers already in service represent 
1,150,000 turbine horse-power, whilst plant for a further 
250,000 H.P. is in course of construction. The normal imports 
of pit coal at the beginning of the war ranged from 5,000,000 
to 6,000,000 tons per annum. On the assumption that 
further water power representing 2,000,000 н.р. is brought 
into use within a period of 40 years forward, corresponding 
to 50,000 H.P. per annum, and allowing for normal develop- 
ment of consumption, it is calculated that it will afterwards 
still be necessary to import 5,725,000 tons of fuel per annum, 
including 250,000 tons of crude oil, petroleum, and benzine. 
In the opinion of the author, the hydroelectric industrv is 
confronted with three principal problems: (1) The rational 
utilisation of available water powers by the regulation of the 
lakes and profiles; (2) the electrification of the country in 
connection with the economic distribution of power on a 
systematic basis; and (3) the facilitation of the industrial 
use of the Norrland water powers. In judging the question 
of economy in power, it 1s submitted that consideration must 
be given to the circumstance that after years of normal 
development the water powers in the South and in Central 
Sweden have practically all been brought into use. The 
solution of the power question in different parts of the country 
must gradually take place by the exercise of the greatest 
possible economy in the water power resources, the uniform 
regulation of the waters, the provision of reserve stations 


at appropriate places, particularly along the coast line, the 


use of peat, and the supply of power from the more richly 
endowed: district of Norrland, and possibly also from Norwav 
in the course of time. Indeed, the author is of opinion that 
some of the Norwegian water powers in future may find use 
in connection with Swedish interests to the advantage of 
both parties. At present hydroelectric power finds an in- 
creasing use in the Swedish wood and iron and steel and 
textile industries, but more particularly in the electro- 
cbemical industry, and the future prospects for the use of 
the power lie chiefly in the electrochemical and electrometal- 
lurgical branches. 

The second contribution to the meeting was made by Mr. 
Ingvar Kristensen, director of the Norwegian waterfall ad- 
ministration, who dealt with the question in relation to Nor- 
way. Leaving falls of less than 1,000 H. p. out of consideration 
the author mentioned that the available water power repre- 
sents 12,000,000 to 13,000,000 turbine H.P. per annum, of 
which only 1,400,000 н.р. is being utilised. The Govern- 
ment has purchased water powers ainounting to 92,000,000 
H.P. in different parts of the country so as to be able to have 
power available in connection with the conversion of the 
railways and the general supply of power, and for other 
public purposes. In fact, by this means and by the revision of 
the legislation concerning water courses and the strengthen- 
ing of the water administration, the State is able to exercise 
a regulating influence over the use of water powers, which 
can now only be utilised on the grant of a State concession 
for the purpose. 


GAS ON TRAINS, 


We recently mentioned briefly the report of a collision on 
an Indian railway, which was followed by a fire in. which 
many people were burned to death. Particulars have been 
published in the Pioneer Mail of April 30th from which we 
derive the following details :-- | 

The collision occurred near Mewa Newada station, Oudh 
and Rohilkhand Railway, near Moradabad, between an express 
and a goods train. Two vehicles at the rear of the goods 
train were smashed. ‘Two vehicles at the rear of the goods 
gas fitted, were smashed and burned. | ; 

The accident occurred at 2.30 a.m. on April 26th. 

The first three bogie carriages were completely smashed, 
and with the bursting of the gas-holder, caught fire. All the 
carriages were overcrowded, and among the passengers were 
three Hindu marriage parties and 50 Gurkha soldiers. Of the 
former only three, and of the latter only four, are reported 
to have escaped. All the rest were either killed outright 
or burned to death. The first bogie was a third-class and the 
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second an inter-class; the third was half full-of men and half 
full of^Woinen'pàssengers. Few of the women and children 
came out alive. Sixty-two wounded were brought to Morada- 
bad 1 in a relief t 

An eye-witness gives a heartrending dicount of the ufa. 
ings of those Who were killed, burnt to death, or wounded, 
Most of thé wounded went without any medical aid for ten or 
twelve hours; until they were admitted to the hospital.“ 

Professor W. G. P. Wall, of the Training College, Allahabad, 
gave the following details ` 

There were only four Europeans in, the carriage in the 
centre of the train. So far as the Indian passengers (mainly 
third-class) were concerned, the train, unhappily, was 
crowded. 

Proféssor Wall was awakened by a violent shock, and was 
first out of the train to see what had happened, closely fol- 
lowed by other Europeans. The train was at a standstill, 
and'the first portion was even then blazing furiously. They 
ran along the train, and as they ran they saw an Indian 
running across a field with his clothes on fire. They ex- 
tinguished the flames, but the man was во terribly burnt that 
he died a few hours later. 

They "ug hurried to the wrecked earriages, where the sight 
which met them was a terrible one.. The day had been very 
hot and dry, and all the wood work was like tinder. The- 
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! "ТБ MID-LANCASHIRE, ELECTRICITY ` 
DISTRICT. 


Tue. Electricity.. Commissioners, .as:.bniefly stated in our last 
issue, haye taken their second step under Sec. 5 of the Elec 
tricity ‘(Supply) Act, 1919, this time with: reference to the 
re-organisation of electricity supply in part of the county of 
Lancaster, by the issue.of a notice that, they have provision: 
ally determined that;the undermentioned area shall be con. 
stituted a separate. electricity district for the purposes of thé 
Act, that is to say : The county boroughs of Blackburn, Black- 
pool, Burnley, and Preston; the boroughs of Accrington, 
Bacup,  Choriey, Clitheroe, Colne, Darwen, Haslingden, 
Nelson, and Rawtenstall ; the urban’ districts of Barrowford, 
Brierfield, Church, Clayton- le-Moors, Croston, Fleetwood, Ful. 
wood, Great Harwood, Kirkham, Leyland, Longridge, Lytham, 
Oswaldtwistle, Padiham, Poulton-le-Fylde, Preesall, Rishton, 
St. Annes-on-thé-Sea, Thornton, - Trawden, Walton-le-Dale, 
and Withnell; and the rural districts of Blackburn, Burnley, 
Chorley, Clitheroe, The Fylde, Garstang, and Preston ; which 
area is ore particularly delineated on the accompanying map. 

Objections ` or- representations may be made on account 
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collision must have shattered ihe gag PE under: the 
third-class carriages, and when ty gas caught fire all the 
wreckage burnt rapidly and inextinguishably. 

Meanwhile, the dry wind which had- been blowing seemed 
to increase greatly in strength and carried the flames along 
the train. Most of the passengers succeeded in escaping out of 
the third bogie with slight injunes, though the bogie itself 
was burnt; but in ‘the first two bogies the majority of the 
passengers Were pinned under the heavy tangled wreckage, 
from, which it was impossible to extricate them. 

After the Euronean passengers, with two or three Indians 
who rendered eager and useful help, had pulled out all the 
injured who could be reached, there were still a large number 
of sepoys in the first cärriagés and nien, women and children 
in the second Боле, cauglit under bent steel framework or 
woodwork, who could not be brought out. ‘ 

They could be seen struggling vainly with the flames rapidly 
spreading towards them, but nothing could be done. "I 
could’ not sleep last nij ght,’ said Mr. Wall, “because ‘of the’ 
memory ofat.’ , | 

We do not sender ај this; it is painful enough to imagine 
the scene without having witnessed its horrors. When will 
the use of gas on trains, with the frightful possibilities. by 
which jt is accompanied, be abolished? It is like carrying 
live shell with the safety devices removed—but worse, | for, 
instantaneous destruction is vastly preferable to the mental, 


torture of the approaching fame, followed by the physical 
agony of roasting to death. 


al the inclusion of any area in, or the exclusion of any area 
from, the district -so provisionally determined, and all such 
representations must reach the offices of the Comunissioners 
not later than September 30th, 1920. 

[t being apparent fo the Electricity Commissioners that the: 
existing orgunisation for the supply of electricity in the 
district go provisionally determined should be improved, notice 
is further. given that they intend to hold a local inquiry into 
the matter, and any authorised undertakers as defined ш 
the Act may, before September 30th, 1920, submit a scheme 
for effecting such improvement in organisation, including the 
formation ога Joint Electricity Authority for the district, and 
my  proposs for altering or adjusting the boundaries of the 
(istrict so provisionally, determined. 

Notice is to be given of the date of the proposed Inquiry. 
‘Tt will be noted that the two notices have again, as in tlie 
Case ot Ше Lower Severn District, been Issued in one docu- 
ment, which may be taken.as'à desire to. concentrate. and 
curtail the proceedings. 

In contrast to the first Provisional district, the present 
prega is a thickly populated industrial one. Except for the 
western boundary of.the district which. follows the sea. coast. 
the boundaries are not marked by any topographical features. 
On the east and north-east the county boundary is followed,’ 
While on the north and south rural district boundaries niark' 
the limits. 

Blackburn and Preston form the centre of the area, and st 
is in these two adjacent districts that the two largest -generat* 
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ing stations will in. all probability be located, indeed the 
building of one of them has already been commenced. 

Several of the larger electricity oniy undertakings included 
in the district are in urgent need of extension of theit plant, 
and a commencement has already been made on such work, 
in some instances. It will be remembered that the founda- 
tion stone of the new Whitebirk station at Blackburn was 
laid last 1nonth. This enterprise will cost about half a million 
sterling, and thére is ample scope for future extension. The 
initial installation will comprise two 10,000-Kw. turbo-alterna- 
tor sots generating at 6, 600 volts three-phase, and it is hoped 
to have one set in operation by the end of this year. ‘The 
station is in close proximity to railway and canal; there is 
also а large quantity of peat on the site, and a Scandinavian 
expert has reported favourably on its use as a fuel. Mr. P. P. 
Wheelwright, engineer-in-chief, may also have considered 
the feasibility of the use оЁ gas from the Greenbank gasworks 
as 3 fuel should circumstances. necessitate such a course. A 
second new ‘station will very likely be established in the area. 
This will probably be commenced next year on the E 
bank of the Ribble at Preston, where a dam is propose 
be constructed. A link between the Preston, Blackbürn, and 
Burnley stations is also contemplated, and the latter under- 
taking is ‘proposing to borrow, £150,000 to cover the cost o 
extensions that are needed. In April the chief engineer at 
Burnley: reported on the extensions required in the under- 
taking, and the proposed linking up.with other undertakings 
in connection with the establishment of the area. Nelson 
contemplates the expenditure of over .£152,000, and tenders 
for. part. of the extension .were.accepted in February last. 
At Blackpool new plant is also to, be installed and negotia-. 
fions have taken place between the Corporation and the 
Fylde’ Water Board, upon which; in the event of the present 
Works being extended, the ‘Corporation will be dependent 
for an adequate supply of water for condensing purposes. 

The whole of this activity has taken place this year, but 
the demand for electricity is increasing to such an extent, 

owing to the electrification of mills and factories, &c., in the 
area, that most of the additional output that will be avail- 
able when the various extensions are completed has already 
been fully booked up. .” . 

To make a prediction in conclusion, the next area to be 
provisionally determined will most likely. be, that of the North. 
West Midlands in the Black Country. Such an area would 
include the two proposed large stations at Stoke and Rugeley 
on the river Trent, and that at Ironbridge on the Severn. 
This district would embrace Staffordshire, with the important 
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| Е “ELECTRIC FURNACES. | 
THE electric баган: which by reason: of its Tenar and more 
economical - working is still finding more and:-more:favour in 
the eyes'‘of the metal industries, is rapidly extending’ its field. 
The. Leeds Blectrical Construction Co. has recently supplied 
us .with‘ details of its products, which include furnaces of 
many types-for various employments, and some of these are 
now described. The heat treatment of carbon- and ‘special 
steels to bei success requires above all a method of adjust- 
ing and maintaining temperature within very’ fine limits. By 
the use of- an electric furnace this is assured’ to a · reasonable 
degree of accuracy. The special type manufactured by the 


Еа. 2.—LECTRIC_TILTING—IFUBNAGE (TILTED). 


company for this purpose is the R.M.D. rotary furnace, an 
illustration of which is biven (fig. I). This is of the resistanbe 
type, the furnace chamber being constructed of special re- 


ра actory material to withstand a maximum working tempera- 

ure of 1060 deg. C.,-and: possessing high. thermal eonduetivity 
abd a low coeflicient of e xpansion: The chamber containing 
the heating element is effectively. heat insulated from the out- 
side case of the furnace by material of low conductivity. The 
energy is cónveyéd to the ‘heating chamber by means of 


phósphor! bronze sIrp:rings: mounte а on a refrac tory extension 
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Fic. l.—Etbcrnic Rotary FURNACE. 


stations existing at Wolverhampton, Walsall, Tipton, 
Bromwich, and Stourbridge; part of Shropshire, 


Shrewsbury; and part of Cheshire, including Crewe. More- 


over, it would lie hetweeh the, two areas that have already . 


been defined on the south and north. 


An Electrically- Própelled — sketches were recently 
published by the Puritic Marine Review of a double-deck ferry 
boat 191 ft. long by. 44 ft. beam ; the propelling machinery consiste 


of two Diesel engines driving dynamos which in turn supply a. 
motor directly connected to the paddle wheel. shaft, and in order, 


toa ensure efficiency at а low rate of revolution, the motor is made 
of large diameter. — Technical Review, 


West | 
including . 


of the chamber, and the connections are enclosed in a cast- 
iron protecting cover.. The furnace, is encircled: by a worm- 
wheel which engages with a worm on a shaft rotated by a 
small motor. This.motor and the: heating element are con- 
nected im parallel.so that wben..the motor. is switched off the 
heating energy. is also cut off. "The control panel includes a 
thermostat and cut-out which can Бе set о switch the power 
on or off within limits, of. а: few, degrees. The current through 
the heating element is adjusted by means of the resistance 
shown in the illustration. Another type of rotary furnace 
suitable for. heating rivets. із built en similar lines; and is 
supplied either for stationary work or as а portable ‘unit: dm 
the latter case it. is the usual practice to«mount the furnace 
on a trolley. In this set ‘the motorshaft,.ending in » worm, 
engages. directly with the. wheel: encircling the body :of- the 
furnace, and the rotation. automatically produces: travel off 
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the rivets through the furnace. The rivets are fed into one 
end of the furnace, and the speed of output at the other end 
is adjusted to suit the various sizes. A notable feature of this 
furnace is its portability, as owing to its size, roughly 2 ft. x 
9 ft. X 14 ft., the complete equipment can be located in the 
hull of a ship and other parts generally difficult of access. 
It is stated that the total energy consumption of this type, 
when heating 1 in. diameter rivets at the rate of four per 
ininute, is three units per hour, including the necessary 
power for the motor. Tilting furnaces such as that shown in 
fig. 2 are also among the manufactures of this firm. The 
furnace illustrated is primarily irtended for the melting of 
aluminium, brass and other non-ferrous metals, and is of the 
resistance type. The metal is contained in a chamber possess- 
ing a non-oxidising atmosphere, and there are no products of 
combustion to be dealt with. The temperature is under con- 
trol, and the metal can be poured at any definite predeter- 
mined degree most suitable for the work in hand. The sizes 
in which this type are manufactured range from 50 to 300 Ib. 
per charge, and the time taken to melt a full charge is from 
35 to 40 minutes, starting from ordinary temperatures, and 
the period is, of course, considerably reduced after the first 
“ heat.” 
of 1d. per unit for energy, is .12d. per pound. Another tilt- 
ing furnace manufactured by the Leeds firm is one designed 
for the heat treatment of carbon and alloy steels, and perti- 
cularly for use in tool production. In this furnace there are 
two separate heat chambers, each under independent tem- 
perature control, and by this means two separate operations 
can be carried out at once. When the material under treat- 
ment reaches the desired temperature the furnace is tilted by 
means of a hand-wheel at the side, and a spring latch arrange- 
ment releases the contents of one or both chambers into a 
quenching tank. Steel can be hardened in this furnace at a 
cost of 39s. pér ton with electricity at ld. per unit, and a 
temperature of 1,000 deg. С. can be reached in 25 or 80 
minutes. 

Other types of furnaces suitable for the continuous harden- 
ing and tempering of steel wire and strip ensuring the same 
degree throughout, and plant for .the annealing of non- 
ferrous metal wires are also manufactured by the Leeds Elec- 
trical Construction Co. 
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THE BRITISH ENGINEERS’ 


Ат the annual meeting of the British Engineers’ Association 
recently held in London, Mr. D. A. Bremner, O.B.E., the 
Director, submitted his report on the work of the Association 
in the past year, during which time he had held his 
appointment. The Association had held a watching brief for 
the engineering industry, and as occasion arose, had taken 
appropriate action to safeguard its interests, sometimes alone, 
and sometimes acting in conjunction with the Federation of 
British Industries and other organisations. The matters re- 
ceiving such attention were: Import, export, and anti-dump- 
ing legislation, taxation, transportation, coal supply, fuel oil, 
petrol, standard forms of contract, and Board of Trade statis- 
tics. Considerable attention had been devoted to the de- 
velopment of the utility of the Trade Inquiry, Inspection, and 
Information Bureau. The offices had been extended to pro- 
vide for its expansion, and though the staff was a emall one, 
they were able to deal with communications in eight foreign 
languages. From May, 1919, to March, 1920, 693 trade in- 
quiries were sent out to the appropriate groups of members. 
Foreign embassies, legations, banks at home and abroad had 
frequently applied to the Association for information and 
assistance, and visitors from overseas, having engineering 
business to transact in this country, had also received heip- 
ful information and introductions. Nine thousand copies of 
the Anglo-Spanish, Anglo-Portuguese, and Anglo-Italian edi- 
tions of the B.E.A. ofhcial directory of members had been 
dispatched to carefully selected addresses. The 1920 directory 
would’ de an all-English edition for circulation at home and 
in English-speaking countries overseas. Mr. Bremner referred 
to the reports that had been sent home by Mr. G. C. Sander- 
son, the Association’s special commissioner in Brazil. Sixteen 
reports had already been circulated to members, and others 
were to follow. Не had sent home privately a good deal of 
valuable infurmation relating to Brazilian trade matters. 
Reports were now coming forward from the West Coast of 
South America, from Capt. R. T. Hird, their special com- 
luissioner for Chile, Peru, and Bolivia. In many matters the 
Association acted in close co-operation with the F.B.I., the 
National Union of Manufacturers, the British Common- 
vealth Union, the Industrial League and Council. and 
National Propaganda. An intensive recruiting campaign was 
in progress which should lead to an increase in the member- 
ship, which was now 580, as against 539 a year previously. 
A number of members had increased their voluntary assess- 
ments for subscription, but the Association must further in- 
crease its Income or it could not develop, 


The calculated cost of melting brass, on the basi. 


The annual meeting, held on April 29th, was presided over 
by Col. O. C. Armstrong, D.S.O. Among other points re- 
ferred to by him was the burdensome nature of the Cor- 
poration tax. After the deduction of fixed interest bearing 
charges, the whole tax of ls. in the £ on the total profits 
would be borne by the ordinary shareholders, and in many 
cases it might amount to 2s. in the £ on the profits divisible 
among them, thereby reducing their dividend by 1 per cent. 
The corporation tax was therefore a more serious matter 
than would appear at first sight. Later speeches emphasised 
the need for members to support the Association in its work 
and in obtaining new members. A resolution was passed 
recording an emphatic protest against the continuance and 
Increase of the excess profits duty. Mr. Bremner referred 
to the need for members to strengthen the organisation in 
every way possible, making it more representative and there- 
fore more powerful, placing at its command the financial 
resources necessary to make it really effective. Their policy 
was to serve their members, who were all busy men, rather 
than to call upon them to sit on innumerable committees, 
coming up to town from time to time to attend meetings. 
and more or less dissipating their energies which might be 
much more usefully applied at their own seat of wealth 
production. He and the B.E.A. staff were the people who 
should do the work. In eending out communications their 
difficulty was to get at the men who mattered; it was 
difficult to get past the office boy. They were. with 
that in mind, limiting the number of their communications 
to those that appeared to be really justifiable to the minds 
of business men. Mr. H. Allcock referred to the fact that 
they had in the B.E.A. a weapon to carve their way into the 
markets of the world. '' We want that weapon to be kept 
bright and sharp and clean and strong, so that when we 
nodi it we shall find that it has not rusted in the mean- 
ime. 


пилане 
REVIEWS. 


The Propagation of Electric Currents in Telephone and Tele- 
graph Conductors. By J. A. FuEgMING, M.A., D. SC., 
F.R.S. Third edition, revised and extended. London: 
Messrs. Constable & Co., Ltd. Pp. xiv+370, figs. 19. 
Price 21s. net. 


In the rapidly extending field of the literature dealing with 
the propagation of electric currents, this new edition of Pro- 
fessor Fleming’s work will be given a cordial reception by 
those not only who are approaching the subject for the first 
time, but also by those who wish to keep themselves au 
courant with its later developments. When the lectures. 
which formed the basis of the work, were first delivered at 
University College in 1910-11 the utter hopelessness of trying 
to take notes and at the same time intelligently follow the 
amazing rapidity with which Dr. Fleming filled and refilled 
the blackboard with mathematical proofs, must have been felt 
by most of those who attended. The present volume will go 
a long way to supply the gaps in the notes of that time, and 
in other respects to amplify them. It is a long cry from 
Short Lectures to Electrical Artizans " to the volume before 
us, but the eame clarity of expression of treatment which 
characterised the author's early work is still conspicuous in 
his latest. 'The distracting mistakes which marred the first 
issue of the work have been rectified, and the reader is fairly 
safe to begin the perusal of the book without fear of beinc 
arrested by misleading expressions for the value of tanh 


(a--jb) or of that for f I ein pt dt. 


Of the later additions to the original volume, the chapter 
on the vibrations of loaded strings and their analogies with 
loaded telephone cables is narticularly interesting, inasmuch 
as it provides the reader with a means of actually reproducing 
on а length of ordinary string bv simple mechanical means all 
the phenomena of reflection and diminution of amplitude oh- 
served on lines whose electrical constants are non-uniform in 
character. In the chapter dealing with the speed of signalling 
in cables reference is made to the cable constant," which is 
defined as the product of the capacitv of the cable. its resist- 
ance and the letters per minute which can be sent through it. 
This, however, is a very arbitrary quantity, which has alreadv 
heen badly unset hy such delicate receiving instruments ac the 
Orling and Heurtlev relays, to say nothing of the possibilities 
inherent in the modern amplifier. | 

The method and description of the Fleming-Dykes capacity 
bridge for the determination of cavacities at anv temperature 


. and frequency. as well as the dielectric constant and specific 


conductivity, is interesting. Values are given for the ratio 
S/C for various cable dielectrics. 

A brief description. with diagrams. is furnished of the 
Franke alternator for the measurement of the attenuation con. 
stant of cables, and a fairly length outline. of nresent dav - 
practice in the use of loaded enbles and loaded aero] fi nes 

The remaining chapters deal mathematicallv with the effect 
of leakanee on leaded rables, the predetermination of the ean. 
stants S/C and R, / Li, and on reflection losses at their 
junctions, 

A. F. 
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Machine Drawing for Electrical Knyineers. By EDWARD 
BLYTHE, А.М.Т.Е.Е. Pp. 81; 18 plates. London: The 
Cambridge University Press. 21s. net. 


Text books on machine drawing for mechanical engineers 
ure Innumerable, and many excellent works have been pub- 
lished ; for some reason, however, very little has been done in 
this direction for electrical engineers and students. 

In the majority of Technical Institutes and Engineering 
Schools, electrical students take the ordinary course of in- 
struction in mechanical engineering detail, very little effort 
having been made to specialise in electrical engineering 
details. 

The great development in recent years in the science of 
electrical engineering and the important part that this: branch 
of engineering will play in the future, demand suitable text 
books. The above work is an excellent attempt to fill the gap 
which undoubtedly exists, and is the outcome of the experi- 
ence of the author, both as an electrical engineer and a 
technical teacher. 

The author has presented a number of systematical pro- 
gressive exercises, which lead the student through the elemen- 
tarv stages of projection of simple pieces of apparatus, to the 
preparation of drawings of a similar nature to those found in 
the modern workshop, and it has been attempted to familiarise 
him with the method of constructing and reading workshop 
drawings dealing with purely electrical fittings and detail. 

It is pointed out that from contact with pupils in the draw- 
ing office, the author has found that most beginners encounter 
considerable difficulty in forming anything like a clear con- 
ception of the construction of an object, from the plans eleva- 
tion and section executed on the orthographic projection prin- 
ciple, and for that reason small isometric or perspective views 
have been inserted. with the object of affording assistance in 
overcoming that difficulty. 

The illustrations in the book are large and clear, and are 
first-class examples of  draughtsmanship. The various 
examples have been selected with the view of illustrating not 
only the fundamental principles, but also modern types of 
electrical apparatus. The book will be of great use for teach- 
ing purposes in Technical Institutes, and also to all those en- 
paged in preparing electrical drawings. It is a. well-thought- 
out and’ excellently arranged work, and will have many 
Imitators in the near future. à * 


The Management Problem. By Epwarp T. ELBOURNE. Ton- 
don * The Library Press, Ltd. Pp. xit+144+24. Price 
4s. 6d. net. | 


This book is one of those included in the Manufacturing 
оха Series, of which series the author is the general 
editor. 

It opens encouragingly enough by saving that while there 
is to-day great talk of the relations between capital and labour 
there is too little talk of the connecting link— management. 
Our readers are already aware that we have lately devoted 
a good deal of attention, in our editorial columns, to various 
aspects of industrial relations, and we had hoped to find that 
Mr. Elbourne's book was one which we could recommend 
to their notice as carrving the matter further at а single 
journey ап is possible jn a weekly paper. The limitations of 
space, and the demands made upon it by other topics of 
current interest and importance, exercise inevitable restraint 
in the case of the periodical; while the book тау be expanded 


to anv reasonable length required to carry its subject to a 


definite point. | 

We were, therefore, sorry to find, on proceeding with the 
book, that except for the opening sentence and a passing 
reference to the unwisdom of management in acting almost 
entirely as the agent of capital. whereby the distrust of labour 
had been aroused, it rapidly degenerated into a dissertation 
on the handling of the workpeople at а factory at Ponders 
End. Certain general conclusions are drawn from the war- 
time experience obtained there, but the whole book can best 
he described as an expression of the author's views and 
opivions on the right way to run an emplovment department. 

Of the relations between capital and management, manage- 
ment, and lahour, in their various spheres. we find no helpful 
word, and of the dutv of management to itself no word at all. 
There is still room for someone to deal at length with this 
last problem, and it should be done auicklv. If management. 
or, as we have called them, the trained brain workers, will 
get pronerlv into their place in industry, they will be able 
to contribute more to the solution of industrial problems than 
either capital or labour. The management problem is. for 
this reason, quite the most urgent of all at the present time. 


Electricity, By R. E. Neate. B. Sc. A. M. I E. | 
London: Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd. Price Qs. 6d. net. 


The aim of this book is to review in a simple wav ' the 
"eneral nature of electricity, the methods of producing it. and 
the services to which it is applied.“ This forms a rather for- 
midable task but on the whole the author succeeds remark- 
ablv well. He starte off with a chanter on the “ sources of 
electricity’? and “ kinds of current.” This chapter is the 
weakest nart of the hook, but those which follow атту com- 
pensate for it. А vast amount of useful information is vacked 
Into the 136 available pages, und where fundamental prin- 


Pp. w+tl3n, , 


ciples are dealt with they are clearly and convincingly stated. 
The author uses arithmetical values to illustrate practical appli- 
cations at every opportunity, and these should be useful in 
fixing the ideas of the class of reader most likely to use the 
book. Chapters VII, VIII and IX, dealing with domestic 
applications of electricity, are very valuable, and supply autho- 
rities would do well to disseminate the information contained 
therein amongst their consumers. The chapter on electric 
welding and cutting (No. XIII) is particularly interesting, and 
Is quite up to date. It is singled out for special mention, as 
its very suggestiveness brings into prominence one of the few 
serious failings of the book, namely, the lack of references to 
works on special subjects. Another useful addition would be 
a short glossary of the technical terms, as it will be impos- 
sible for the average reader to get full benefit from the book 
without this. It would also be advisable to state definitely the 
relation between the standard units of heat and of electrical 
energy, as this would provide an absolute base for all the 
figures quoted relating to costs of electrical processes. The 
literary style of the work is well up to the usual standard of 
scientific books, although the value of effusions such as '' elec- 
trical energy is employed in many forms and degrees between 
which there are distinctions analogous to those between the 
mountain and the grain of sand, the precipitous ravine, the 
undulating foothills and the plain," is not apparent to the 
reviewer. There are few actual mistakes—kilowatt-amperes 
(р. 39), within, for with (p. 40), the rectifiers . . . yield high 
efficiency (p. 44) being the most glaring. The illustrations as 
usual are drawn from the catalogues of manufacturers, but 
this is not very objectionable considering the object of the 
book, and the author takes the unusual course of honestly 
acknowledging their source in all cases. Generally they are 
good, but fig. 17d 1s almost valueless. The idea of fig. 13, 
which shows the principal features of a generating and distri- 
bution system, is good. The execution is, however, only 
inediocre. The printing and binding of the book are excel- 
lent, and it can be recommended to all who wish to acquire 
an intelligent view of modern electrical practice without going 
deeply into any special part. 
C. W. M. 


Flow and Measurement of Air and Gases. By ALEC B. Eason, 
M. A., A.M.LE.E. Pp. xii+251, figs. 56. London: Charles 
Griffin and Co., Ltd. Price 25s. 

A perusal of this book gives rise to two outstanding im- 
pressions, the one a feeling of admiration for the great and 
painstaking industry of the writer; the other a realisation of 
the extreme difficulty in arriving at even an approximate 
generalisation of the laws of flow of gases in pipes. 

Whatever formula is adopted, the varying value of the 
coefficlent of friction inilitates against reliability in practical 
applications. Mr. Eason fully realises this. He still makes 
a brave effort to produce order out of chaos, and in Chapter II, 
after an examination of forniule of various authorities, gives 
figures for the value of the coefficient. of friction applicable 
to different classes of work. ‘These no doubt offer a working 
compromise. | 

The chapter dealing with loss of pressure in fittings breaks 
no new ground, and again emphasises the conflict between 
the values of Josses given by various authors. 

In his treatment of pneumatic tube problems the author 
displays a ready familiarity with the subject. There is а not 
unwelcome Jack of that copious quotation of authorities which 
marks the greater part of the book. 

Fig. 4.1 connecting quantities of air used, velocities of air 
and transit times 1s particularly interesting. Its usefulness, 
however, would be enhanced by an account of practical ex- 
periments made by the author to test the accuracy of the 
curves. 

‘One would have liked to see the theoretical aspect of various 
types of meter supplemented by illustrations and sketches 
of actual meters, with some remarks upon their practical 
behaviour. In this connection, the author mostly draws atten- 
tion to the excellent paper. by Hodgson, on the commercial 
inetering of air, gas, and steam, read before the I.C.E. 

In the last few chapters of the book, a return 1s made to 
the mathematical disquisition upon the work of various ex- 
perimenters, only the briefest mention being made of prac- 
tical matters. Mr. Eason has given us an able summarised 
mathematical compilation of the work of various authorities. 
His contribution to the literature on the subject of gas 
measurement and flow pressure will, however, be regarded 
by. the average engineer as academic. To the designer, the 
book will prove of value. The curves are well drawn, but 
would be more valuable if accompanied by fuller explanations, 
without recourse being necessary to the context. 

'l'wo good features of the book are the list of reports, books, 
and authorities consulted, and. at the end of each chapter, a 
summarised explanation of the symbols used. -T. W. 


The Costing Problem. By Epwarp T. ELBourxE. Pp. 138. 
London: The Library Press, Ltd Price 4s. 6d. net. 


This book contains, in addition to the author's remarks, 
extracts from the. cost-finding svstem of the Federation of 
Master Printers of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Treland: Federation of British Industries’ Report ‘‘ Commer- 
cial Efficiency." and Lieut.-Col. O'Meara's paper op The 
Functions of the Engineer." 
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„Chapter I, The necessity for costing," deals with certain 
fundamentals, the relationship between capital and labour, 
the technical use of costs for establishing production efficiency, 
‘Which the author states is an instrument of. Management 
that has been sadly. neglected. Scientific management as 
practised in America evidently does not appeal to the author, 
who states that it cannot be said to give much Inspiration 
to us in this country; it is our privilege and responsibility to 
work along different lines." This statement is rather difficult 
to understand, as most of these works on scientific manage- 
ment deal very thoroughly and minutely with the very sub- 
ject the author chooses for his title. - 

Chapter. II, All-in Costs.“ deals with the well-known 
principles of allocation of costs between prime cost and pro- 
duction on eost," &.. | 

Chapter ПІ, Ihe Functions of Factory Accounts," is self. 
explanatory. "v s po Жы 
Chapter IV. Approximation in Factory Accounting,” deals 
with the distribution of burden charges, &c. 

_ Appendix A, extracts from the Federation. printers’ cost- 
finding system, is an example of an up-to-date system, and 
it is not the first time printing trade. costing. systems have 
been: quoted in works-on costing. : T 

Appendix B, extracts from report of. Committee on Com- 
mercial Efficiency appointed by Federation of British Indus- 
tries, dated September, 1918. dealing with fundamentals of 
costing, is a valuable general treatise. The work coneludes 
with an extract of that very able paper Thé Functions of 
the Engineer: His education and training,” by Lieut.-Col. 
W, A. J. O'Meara, C.M.G., which was read before the In- 
stitution of Electrical Engineers in February, 1919. Although 
this work does not contain anything that has hot already been 
dealt with previously in quite a number of works on costing 
and Scientific management, the book, with many more of its 
type. is welcome, inasmuch as they emphasise the necessity of 
ascertaining '' true costs of production," which is а sine qua 
non if British industry is to compete successfully in the 


world’s markets. 
J. C. P. 
K.... 
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^ NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Serron-Jones, O'DgLL AND 
N Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


Ld 


14.137. Amplification of telephone currents." T. F. War. May 25th. 
14. 172. Dynaimometers.“ Heenan & Ёкогре and G, H. Wacker. May 
25th. . 
‚ 14179. “Insulating fish-plates from rails in electric railway track circuits.“ 
Т. HARDIMAN and T. J. WHEELER. Мау 25th. 

14,186. “ Electric projector lamps lor motor-vehicles." 
Howes & Burey. May oth. 
14,224. Control of, dynamo-electric machinery." D. P. 


A. J. Cor NSW and 


ALEXANDER, May 
25th. 
14.268. Machines - for laving-up or twinning conductors for drvecore, &c., 
cables.” W. T. HieNLEY's TLK AI Works Co. and H. SAVAGE. May 2oth, 
14.220. Electric, systems containing X-ray, &c., apparatus.“ H. Риом. 
May Sith. (France, August Ith, 1915.) 
14.300. Electric beating apparatus.“ D. Corsi. May 23th. (France, 
February 7th, 1919.) 
14.313. * Electric soldering-irons." R. K. HEARN. May 26th. 
14.318. Railway signalling systems.” " AUTOMATIC. TELEPHONE MANUFACTUR- 
ino Co. and А. E. Hupo. May 26th. 
14.321. Distributors for high-tension  clectrie currents.’ 
May 26th. f Й 
14,333. 
Juth. 
14,48. 


4A. KIRK 
“ Electric conduit fittings.” M. J. Ranmase and T. TAYLOR. May 


t Electrical magnetic self-driving power unit.“ Fo Reap. May 26th, 
"14454. “ Means for regulatirtg speed of electricallyalriven: rolls on paper- 

making machines." A. I.. Вок. May 26th. 

11.357. Sound amplifier." P. R. Gonski. May 26th. 

14. % . Dual ignition for starting internal combustion engines.” H. A. 

Savace. May 26th. 
14361. ** Dynamo-lectric. machinery." H. K. Waitenors. May 26th. 
14.410. Electric switches.“ F. E. Wittramson., May 27th, 

14,414. Electrical. cut-out.” W. H. ILL ISC WORT. May 27th. 
14.415. Electrically-heated ketties, &c.“ W. W. Soutrer. May 27th. 


14.43. Electric: starting and regulating switches.” Ge OD Do 


Mav 27th. 

14,469. “ Fuses for protecting electrically-heated utensils from over-heat- 
inn.“ E. G. NicaoLsos. May Z?th. 
14.500. © Electric accumulators." 4. Росснах. May 27th. 

14.509, ,  Electro-magnets." G. G. Сомміхсѕ. May 27th. 

13.14. Controllers for electric motors, &.“ fie Ececirte Co. (Cutler 
Hammer Manufacturing Со), Mas th. 

14.531. Sparking plugs.” W. & W. Id. Gorp. May 28th. 

14,536. Starting devices (ог motor-vehicless” А. E. C. and M. Besson. 


May 28th. 
14.541. 
14.542. Electrical 

Carey. May 28h. 
‘14.543 “Means for suspending bowls shades, & U., lor electric lights, c. 

B. Кіснакохох. May 2th. 
14.548 Electric switches for 

and Eraspem Со. May 25th.. E , | 
14.965. “ Electric switches.” Hogstmass Cars, Lro., and S. A. Ноһыт- 

MANN. May 23th. .. ds et te oy | 
14,571. “ Electric railway, &c., track systems.“ N. Prior. May 28th. 
"14,597, “Sparking pluge." J. Bakes, W. C. Davus, И. W. XIIXXIL and. 


* Motor-starters, rheostats, &.“ I.. k. Veer. May Wih. 
switch control mechanism fee trucks, Фе," H. J. 


lighting-sets of motor-vehicles,” J. Саток 


id ш Ф - - —ͤ—ñ—44—ſ èss as = 


combustion engines.“ SCINTILLA. May 28th. (Switzerland, May Bob s 
14.60. Electric burglar alarms." W. ром. 28th E 
April 11th, 1918.) E | us. May Bth. кш 
636. “ Dynamo-electric machinery.“ АЧ 
M MAE May 2h. METROPOLTTAN-Vicwzss Eung, 
14,639. '' Electric cables and terminals therefor." | 
Ioxirton Со. and E. О. Turner. May ав" ч dixi Lm | 
14.652. '' Induction electricity supply meters.“ A. Scnuster. Mac 
(Germany, August löth. 1918.) e 
14.669. Electro-magneticallv operated plate or bar handling skid" l 
Col Vu & Sons and J. J. IN. May 29th. 
14.672. Reflection of high-tension alternating currents.“ Soc. Ам. ы 
ErssLissEMeNTS H. Pinon. May 29th. (France, April 9th, 1919.) 
14.679. Modulation systems for wireless signalling, Kc.“ Rab Ua 
MUNICATION Со. and J. Scorr-Taccsgr.. May 29th. 
14.680. Vacuum tube relay devices, &c., for wircless signalling se 
dc.“ Клою COMMUNICATION. Co. and J. *corr-laccagr. May A. 
14.688. Wireless receiving apparatus." C. K. CHANDLER. May 99, 
14.687. Terminals for electric conductors.” G. H. Sykes. May 9% 
14.703. Wireless receiving systems." N. Lea and Tue Каю Cou... 
CATION Co. May 29th. uh РА d. 


CORRECTION.—For the reference under No. 13,185 in our issue d Mas X 
the following should be substituted: 13,185. “ Device for bonding and [гу 
up steel tubing of electrical installations.” A. E. RrELANxD & C. Fs 
Мау 12th. 
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^ * "PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications vi; à 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


1918. | 
18,534. ALTERNATING-CURRENE WELDING TRANSFORMERS. C. J. Holslag. Ji. 
ary 14th, 9118. .(142,521.) S "DO 

2919. 

46. ELECTRIC SWITCHES AND SWItcH Fuses. Е. G. Warburton. Januari 24 
1919. (142,523.) ‚ 9 . 

65. SUBMARINE TELEGRAPH CABLES. F. G. Creed. January 2nd. 1 
(142,524.) | | 
2.761. TOOLS FOR SLOTTING COMMUTATORS. J. Gardner and C. Y. К 
February 4th, 1919. (142,948.) | 
2.906. ẸLECTRIC- HEATERS. OR RADIATORS. A. Pritzker. February 6th, 1 
(142,558.) d . " 

2.984. MEMORANDA OR WRITING APPLIANCE ‘FOR USt IN CONNECTION witu ЇР 
PHONES. J. M. Hattersley, February 7th, 1919. (142,559.) 

3,419. METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR PRODUCING AND SELECTIVELY TRANSMIT: 
HARMONICS OF ELECTRIC QSCILLATIONS. Western Electric Со. Februsty 12. 
1919. (142,571 ) 

3.992. GAS-FILLED ri ENT LAMPS. Edison Swan Eleceric Co. and P. Fre- 
man. February 13th, 1919. (142,574.) | 

1.168. ROTARY CURRENT COLLECTORS FOR ELECTRIC MACHINES. G. di I. fx 
arini. February 19th, 1919. (142.578. | 

2,387. IGNITION DEVICES FOR USE IN EXPLOSION MOTORS. G. Caliano, Mort 
ih. 1919. (142,593.) 

3.766. SPARKING PLUGS FOK INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. H. F. Hoher: 
August 30th, 1919. (142,596.) 

7.110. ANTENNE FOR — WIRFLESS-SIGNALLING > SYSTEMS, British Thot 
Houston Со. (Genera! Electric Co.). March 21st, 1919. (142,610.; 

8,90]. REGULATORS FOR ELECTRIC GENERATORS, British Thomson-Houson ! 
(General Electric Co.). April 8th, 1919. (142,630.) 

3,311. JUNCTION BOXES FOR BLEcTRIC CARLES. Н. B. Smith and Сает 
Cable & Construction Co. April IIth, 1919. 4142,65.) 

9.134. SWITCHES FOR xLFch, Lames. Clifford Bros. and J. Riddel. A 
22nd, 1919. (142.643.) pA | 
9.934. SPEED-CONTROL GEAR FOR ELECTRIC MOTORS, ESPECIALLY arri IRE FS 
CRANE MOTORS AND THE Like. Vaughan Crane Co, and J. W. Stanley. 4- 
22nd, 1919. (142.645.) | 

11.032. ELECTRICAL RESISTANCE AND. MANUFACTURE OF SAME. G. Turnock. № 
3rd, 1919. (Cognate application, 26.035: 19.) 142.655.) 

12.090. Exectaic HORNS. C. H. Offord and W. Е. Parker. May Mih Ph 
(142,665.) | | E 

12.970. MEANS FOR MEASURING ELECTRIC CURRENTS, M. B. Field. May 2X. 
1919. (142,673.) | 

* а M 

13.058. ELECTRIC TERMINAL. CONNECTIONS, H. S. Cooke. May т, pi 
(142,074.) - : f As е | n 

; А А : 1 - ED 

13.627. Con- MIN DISG MACHINES. Igranic Electric Co. and S. R. Were 
May 29th, 1919. (142.680. | | 

13.G28. METHOD OF AND MEANS FOR APPLYING THE INSULATION OF oe 
cous. Igranic Electric Со. and S. R. Wright. May 29th, 1919. (1.81 
SSH. SraRKING mro. D. V, I. Fellowes. July 38th, 1919. . 

Sd SN : " ge 

(19.378. Evecrkic Furnaces. E. F. Collins. September Ast, 1918. (e 
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THE ІМ.Е.А. CONVENTION. 


THE convention to be held at Bradford, next week, under the 
presidency of the city electrical engineer, Mr. Thomas Roles, 
meets under rather unusual circumstances ; its headquarters 
are at Ilkley, in charming surroundings, but those very 
charms have made the district so popular that the summer 
population in normal times taxes its resources to the utmost, 
so that the influx of some hundreds of additional visitors 
attending the convention has almost reduced the accom- 
modation available to “Standing Room Only,” and has 


brought home to the residente the reality of the housing 
problem, in its acutest terms. However, Mr. Roles, who 
during the last few years has acquired an extensive and 
peculiar experience of dealing with overloads of 100 per 
cent., or more, can be relied upon to cope with the new 
peak load thus laid upon his shoulders. We understand 
that the members’ quarters are distributed over a fairly 
wide area, not only in hotels and boarding houses, but also 
in private apartments, and that even the latter are at a 
premium. As the local train service is somewhat indif- 
ferent, some inconvenience to members is unavoidable, but 
we are sure that they will not allow this to detract materially 
from their enjoyment of the occasion. 

Papers on the design of distributing networks, by Mr. 
C. A. Gillin (Bradford), and power station design, by Mr. 
I. V. Robinson (of the B.E.A.M.A.), will afford abundant 
scope for technica! discussion, and one on the standardisa- 
tion of tariffs by Mr. J. W. Beauchamp (of the E.D.A.) 
will give an opportunity for the Committee members to 
join in the debate ; they will be taken as read, a procedure 
which we have long advocated, so that the whole time of 
the meetings will be available for the discussions. The 


programme of visits, excursions, and receptions will command 
general approval, and, granted fine weather, the Convention 
ought to compare favourably with any of its predecessors. 

Besides the subjects above mentioned, the municipal 
engineers and managers will have plenty to discuss, whether 
tele-c-tete or in open meeting. Both the Committee 
members and the engineers at their sectional meetings will 
doubtless be interested in the schedules of salaries which 
have recently been in*the public eye, and now the Trade 
Unions have thrown down a new challenge which, although 
at the moment restricted to the (treater London area, is 
bound ultimately to affect the whole country. The Unions’ 
claim is simple and comprehensive ; in effect, they demand 
that non-union labour shall have no place in the electricity 
supply industry, in the service of either supply authorities 
or contractors, and they fix atime limit expiring on July 1st 
for the decision. 

This act on the part of the Unions raises two very 
important questions : first, the operation of the Whitley 
Council | system, and, secondly, the question whether a British 
citizen is entitled to earn his living without belonging to в 
Trade Union. 

"With regard to the former, while it is to be regretted 
that an agreed decision could not be arrived at in the 
bosom of the Joint Industrial Council, and that one side” 
of the Council should feel called upon to act independently, 
we do not think the fact indicates the failure of the system. 
The machine is of very recent construction, and has hardly 
found itself yet; nevertheless, excellent work has already 
been accomplished by the Whitley scheme, and if it drop u 
stitch now and then, it does not follow that the scheme is 
inherently faulty. We believe that as conditions improve, 


[769] | D 


110 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 86. No. 2,221, JUNE 18, 1920. 


and the adjustments and lubrication of the mechanism are 
perfected, harmony will prevail over discord, and the system 
will work smoothly. In the meantime, the right to strike 
being inalienable, the Unions cannot be expected to forgo 
the use of this weapon to. press their views when a deadlock 
is reached on the Council. 

As regards the second question, however, we strongly 
disapprove of the action of the Unions. The question is 
in no respect one of urgency, and there was no necessity 
whatever to resort to the big stick in order to compel an 
immediate decision. Moreover, we must emphatically 
protest against the claim implied, that every tradesman must 
belong toa Trade Union. It is true that the Government 
policy, as embodied in the Whitley Council scheme, favours 
the extension of the Trade Union principle, as well as the 
association of employers, because by no other means is it 
possible to organise a rational system of representation and 
a channel for negotiation ; but, on the other hand, it leaves 
to every man the right to decide whether he shall or shall 
not join a Trade Union, a right which is as inalienable in a 
free country as the right to strike. We earnestly hope that 
there will be no yielding on this point; to accept tyranny 
and callit peace is not the way to industrial salvation, and 
we strongly commend the subject to the attention of the 
Convention. 

Another item that will arouse debate is the bombshell 
thrown by the Sheffield Town Council into the electricity 
supply industry. "The Council, overriding the advice of the 
Electricity Committee and the city electrical engineer, has 
decided to adopt the same rate of charging for both lighting 
and power. This is a consummation to which all station 
managers have long looked forward wistfully—but is the 
time yet ripe for so drastic a proceeding ? No doubt the 
question will crop up in the discussion on Mr. Beauchamp's 
paper, and we look forward with interest to the views that 
will there find expression. 


THE situation of the transport under- 


The Transport takings in France, as a consequence of 
Position ів А : 
Paris. the ‘war and its resulting developments, is 


not materially different from that in other 
countries which have been directly involved in the war, 
particularly in Paris and the Department of the Seine in 
general. Notwithstanding the increases in fares which 
have been sanctioned by the responsible authorities, it is 
impossible for most of the electric railways and tramways to 
balance expenditure and income owing to the enormous 
advance in working expenses through the rise in the prives 
of all kinds of raw and semi-tinished materials, augmenta- 
tions in wages, the introduction of the eight-hour day, and 
the consequential employment of a larger body of men and 


other matters. If any profite are earned, the amount is too 


small to affect the accumulated deficits of previous years. 
The Metropolitan Railway reporte a further deficit for 1919, 
whilst the inconsiderable profits of the Nord-Sud Railway 
last year do not prevent the deficit from growing still 
further, although each is able to pay a small dividend as a 
result of financial arrangements with the City of Paris. In 
the case of the tramways in Paris and the Department of the 
Seine, the companies have been living for a year past under 
a system of loans, the City of Paris and the Council of the 
Seine covering the deficits incurred. This method was 
introduced in order to permit the Municipal Council and 
the General Council to pursue the question of the purchase 
of the various tramway networks and their reorganisation 
in the general interest, particularly with regard to the facili- 
ties of communication to be established between Paris and 
the outskirts. In this connection M. Dausset, President of 
the Commission des Transports, has just informed his 
colleagues of the course of the discussions which have taken 
place with the companies. Не states that it appears 
possible for an agreement to be reached with some of them 
on the basis of a friendly purchase. It is expected that the 
systems will be unified under one company, in which the 
responsible authorities will be jointly interested. At least, 
this is the impression gathered from the statement attributed 
to the President of the Commission. 


WiTH the characteristic enterprise of 
e nation one of the Western agri- 

cultural colleges in the United States has 
announced a course in electrical study for young women, 
which will teach the repair of household electrical appli- 
ances. Amongst the subjects to be taught are the localisa- 
tion and replacement of blown fuses, the repair of broken 
appliances and lamp cords, the care and simple repair of 
washing machines, care and operation of home lighting 
plant, and other problems that are apt to arise. 

This is a subject of much interest, and the innovation 
is one that is worthy of careful consideration in this 
country, for with the increasing use of domestic electrical 
devices, the majority of which are used by the lady of the 
household, some knowledge of the care and maintenance of 
the apparatus should be taught her. 

Perhaps the E.D.A. and other parties interested have 
not lost sight of the fact that the adoption of such methods 
would lead to a better understanding of the possibilities of 
the various appliances, which, with better treatment, would 
last longer. ' 

Such a course of study would not only be beneficial to 
the housewife, but also to the electricity supply authority 
and the dealer in such appliances; for, with better under- 
standing, more would be sold and more electricity used. 

It should not be difficult to formulate some such scheme 
in this country. An educational campaign would abolish 
the timidity with which most women regard electricity, 
and restrain a few of the bolder souls who, by their 
ignorance, cause во much unjustified censure to fall upon 
the industry. 


Electrical Training th 
for Women. 


ELSEWHERE in this issue we give 


Power particulars of a design for a 300,000- 
Developments : - 
in U.S.A. K. v. A. steam-electric generating station 


which, we believe, may be regarded as 
embodying the latest American ideas on super-power 
stations. At the present stage of progress, whatever the 
future may have in store, the main features of a large 
power station are fairly stereotyped, and variations must be 
looked for only in the general arrangement, the selection of 
known methods and apparatus, steam pressures and temper- 
atures, &с.; nevertheless, there is considerable scope for 
improvement on current practice, and in several respects 
the proposed design differs materially from its forerunners. 
It will be noted that the steam pressure in this case is 
350 lb. per sq. in., superheated 350° F., so that the maximum 
temperature of the steam is about 780" F., near the melting 
point of zinc. The heated air from the turbo-generators is 
fed to the boilers, and the economisers are supplemented 
with pre-heaters, while the jet condensers of the separate 
* house " turbines are operated with the condensate from 
the main turbines—a novel scheme. The boilers also 
present new features, tending towards simplicity, and over- 
head coal storage is reduced to a minimum. 

It is interesting to observe that the generating seta are 
of 35,000-Kw. rating. It is very questionable whether it 
is advisable, on the score either of economy or expediency, 
to concentrate much more than this in a single set, even in 


the largest station. 

In the course of a discussion on the development of 
electric power supply before the American I.E.E., also 
reported in our pages to-day, it was claimed that the 
kilowatt-hour could be generated with a consumption of 
less than 1:5 lb. of good coal with generators of 60,000 
to 75,000 KW., and station outputs up to 500,000 KW. 
were considered, with transmission lines operating at 
250.000 volts. Such proposals are exceedingly interesting, 
and we believe that they afford a true indication of the 
magnificent prospects that lie before the electrical engineering 
industry, not only in the United States, but in this country 
also. 
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DISTRIBUTION MAINS FOR NEW HOUSING SCHEMES. 


By H. WILSON, Mains 


Most mains engineers have during the last year had 
put before them a block plan of a new estate comprising 
anything up to two or three hundred houses, and have 
had to consider the best arrangement of mains to supply 
these houses with electricity. 

This should be to them a problem requiring careful 
consideration, and at the same time, an opportunity. 
A problem, because at the least initial cost they have to 
give the best possible service, not only for immediate 


needs, but with an eye for possible requirements during 


the life of the mains which they are laying. It should 
be an opportunity, because never before have we had, 
so to speak, a clean slate to start on. Hitherto we have 
had to make the best of mains already laid - and 


often not laid with a view to ease in maintenance. We 


have had up to now to deal with houses built in pairs. 
with often a great uncertainty as to the future develop- 
ment of the roads in which they are erected. We now 
have to deal with complete estates—with the concen- 
trated accumulation of six years' building. This gives 
us a much better chance to strike out from the old 
approved methods, and to profit by the difficulties which 
we have encountered in the past years. 

The demand of the estate in question will probably 
make it impossible to supply from distributors already 
in the neighbourhood, and will usually mean a new 
feeder from the generating station or the nearest sub- 
station. The nature of the feeder will, of course, de- 
pend on the type of generating plant in use at the 
works, but the suggestions set out below will apply 
either to a direct or alternating current supply. If 
the supply undertaking is fortunate enough to have 
an E.H.T. supply for outlving districts, the feeder will 
take the form of a 3-core, n.T. feeder finishing up in 
a static sub-station, which should be as nearly as pos- 
sible in the centre of the new estate. | 

Now, assuming that the supply is to be given by 
means of a 3-phase, 4-wire system, with the consumers 
connected between one phase and the neutral, a four- 
conductor main in each street 1s a clumsy arrangement, 
and unnecessarily complicated. It is a difficult main to 
connect service cables to, and, when the houses have 
been connected in equal numbers between each of the 
three phases and the neutral, there is no control of 
the balance of the phases, t.e., of the relative load on 
each phase. In the early davs of the supply, with only 


lighting in use, this will be quite satisfactory, but 


with the gradual installation of heating and cooking 
apparatus in some of the houses, the system will in- 
evitably get out of balance, and there will be no easy 
means of correcting this. 

As an alternative system the laying of a two-con- 
ductor distributor along the front of each row of houses 
has many advantages; moreover, if the main is dipped 
in and out from house to house, the main and service 
cables can be combined, and all underground joints 
and T-boxes can be dispensed with. This calls for a 
special cut-out on the consumers’ premises which re- 
places the usual T-box on the main and the ordinary 
two-pole cut-out usually fixed. 

A brief consideration of the accompanying diagram— 
which is of an actual housing scheme now under con- 
struction—will be better than a great deal of descrip- 
tion. 

“ S” is a static sub-station from which three feeder 
cables are taken to feeder boxes A, B, and C, situated 
in the rectangular bases of lamp columns. The feeder 
cables are not shown on the diagram. in order to avoid. 
confusion with the distributor cables which are. Each 
feeder cable consists of a concentric cable with two con- 
ductors, the outer being a 0.1 sq. in. conductor con- 
nected to the neutral point of the transformer, and the 
inner being a 0.2 sq. in. conductor supplied from one 


. in and out from house to house is a .022 


Superintendeat, Maidstone. 


phase. ‘The copper has been cut down in the neutral 
cenductor, as when the system is in a state of balance 
this conductor should carry no current, and the neutral 
conductors are inter-connected at each of the distribu- 

The four points marked“ L " are 4-way distribution 
boxes also situated in lamp column bases. 

In the case of the 24 houses marked in groups as 
D, E, F, G, and H, the distributor which is dipped 
8q. in. twin, 
paper, lead, armoured cable laid direct. All other 
distributors consist of 0.05 sq. in. twin cables of similar 
construction. | 

Should the distributors become overloaded due to 
increased load for cooking and heating, it is proposed 
to extend the feeder cables from the points A, B, and 
C, to the four distribution boxes marked L.” 

The advantages to be claimed for the system here 
set out may be summarised briefly as follows: 

l. It. gives à permanent control of the balance 
because the area supplied by each phase can be 


Fic. 1.—DIAGRAM OF DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM. 


altered by adjustment of the links in the lamp column 
distribution bases or in the houses. 

2. It gives a duplicate supply to most of the houses, 
as by feeding from two ways a faulty length of 
cable between two houses can be disconnected without 
opening the ground, and can be dispensed with for the 
time being, without leaving any consumer disconnected. 

3. It gives great accessibility to the mains, in the 
event of a fault developing anywhere on the network. 
Mains engineers will appreciate the fact that they can 
get at both ends of a faulty length for testing purposes 
without opening any ground. It also provides great 
facilities for rapidly localising any fault which may 
occur, and for the restoration of the supply. With the 
advent of electric cooking this will be more important 
than it has been in purely lighting districts. At the 
points on the estate where a duplicate supply is not 
available, that is, where it is impossible to feed from 
both ends, it is very easy to replace a faulty length 
with a temporary overhead cable and so restore the 
supply for the time being, and in this event it is not 
necessary to open the ground to clear the fault before 
the supply can be restored to consumers past the point 
of breakdown. т 
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4. The system as set out should be fairly immune from 
bréakdowns. It has been the author’s experience that 
faults do not often occur in the middle of lengths of 
armoured cable laid direct, but usually at points at 
which the cables have been worked, such as service T- 
boxes or joints. 

5. By the use of armoured cables laid direct, a large 
proportion of unskilled labour can be used in the in- 
stallation. | 

6. It gives the full capacity of the main in each 
house. | | 

Apart from the question of supply to the new houses, 
the following points should be kept in mind in the 
design of the sub-station:— - ! 

1. Space should be left for spare н.т. cubicles so that 
in the future the н.т. supply can be extended further 
afield with a minimum expense and disturbance of 
existing arrangements. | 

Tbe static sub-station which the author has in mind 
is one of several distribution points on a partly com- 
pleted н.т. loop main. It is hoped eventually to com- 
plete ‘this loop main back to the generating station 


Ht OF COMPOUND 


four circuits which can be balanced up with the her 
houses on the 3-phase supply. The 3-phase Voltage, 
one phase to neutral, is 230 volts with 400 volts between 
phases, while the p.c. voltage is 230 volts outer to hel. 
tral, and as the district in question is a residential 
one without large power consumers, it is hoped to 
accomplish the change-over without much disturbang 
other than the changing of the consumers’ meters, | 
should be kept in mind that under modern conditions 
most power is generated as A. C., and if it can be dis 
tributed as such it saves loss both in conversion an 
distribution. 

The cut-out box used in the houses replaces the 
ordinary cut-out and also the T-box used on the 
main, and must therefore be of special солып. 
tion (fig. 2). The first batch of these had to be made 
during the moulders' strike, and consisted of rectangular 
boxes 15 in. by 7 in. by 4 in. deep, made of stout shee 
iron and treated with a preservative paint. The front 
of the box is removable, and is made in two section. 
The bottom of the box consists of a rectangular hard. 
wood bush grooved on two sides so as to slip into the 


PORCELAIN 
INSULATOR 


d 


9 SAAN AL, She) 
E 


| ( 


— —ʒuæé—ä ӘХ 


WOODEN 
71 BUSH 


E 


Fia. 2.—DtraiLs: Or Cut-out Box. 


through other distribution points so as to have a dupli- 
cate supply at each point. It would then be possible 
to cut out any one section of the loop and still supply 
at all points. 

2. Space should be left either for incrensing the size 
of the transformer or for putting in an additional one. 
The probable increase in the heating and cooking de- 
mand in the next few vears is a debatable matter, but 
the least we can do is to allow for a substantial increase 
for these purposes. 

3. Where old mains supplying adjoining districts 
run anywhere near the new sub-station they should be 
diverted into it where possible—even if they are direct 
current mains—as it may be desirable to take thern 
over on to the new supply at some future date. In the 
author's own case, a three-wire p. C. distributor passes 
within 200 vards of the new sub-station, and this will 
probably be taken in and out of the sub-station with 
a view to changing over to an А.С. supply on account of 
increasing load aad distance from the generating sta- 
tion. 

It is suggested that the two p.c. ''outers"' up the 
road, and the two “ outers " down the road will make 


" А „ at, 
sheet metal box. This bush can be cut through te: 


middle so that the front half can be slid in after tie 
cables are in position. The bottom section ci the mets 


front, which is 4 in. in height, forms the front of th 


sealing trough, and is held in position by two st 
screws. ]t is not put in until the work on the cables 
is completed, so as to give every facility to the cable 
jointer when opening out the cables. The fittings m 
the cut-out box consist of two horizontal 1 in. by {11 
copper strips as shown, tle top one being the live cor 
ductor, the lower one the neutral. The top bar is 
2 in. further back in the box than the bottom one, 8. 
that the conductors coming up to it shall clear the 
bottom bar. The bars are supported on hard-. 
blocks, from which they are insulated by an ordinals 
meter board insulator and mica washers. \ 
Each cut-out will take if necessary three .05 sq. in, 


twin cables, which permits of any cut-out being use. 


practically as a three-way box. It is proposed to Г! 
all street lamp services from the nearest house by means 
of a .013 two-core paper, lead, armoured cable taken 
off the bars in the cut-out. 

The lamp columns are of the usual type of smal! 


\ . 
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column except that the bases for 18 in. above the ground 
are rectangular and are 12 in. by 10 in. The under- 
ground portion or root is made as a separate casting, 
and the column will be lifted on to this and secured by 
four bolts after the sealing ends and rubber tails have 
been put on the incoming cables. The bars m the lamp 
columns will be arranged and supported as in the con- 
summers’ cut-outs, and the feeder cables will run with 
the distributors on to these bars. There will be no 
fuses other than those on each phase in the sub-station, 
it being the author’s experience that fuses in distribu- 
tion boxes, unless ‘under constant inspection, have to 
be set at such a high value to avoid overheating, that 
they seldom operate satisfactorily when required, and if 
set only slightly abore the working current they are 
very likely to operate through overload and age, when 
not required to do so. 

All cables will be carefully labelled at the start by 


8 


means of a stamped zinc label attached to the rubber 
tails below the bars, and a tracing showing position 
of all feeders and distributors on the estate will be 
framed and hung up ready for reference; in the sub- 
station. 

As previously stated, spare ways will be left in all 
feeder and distribution boxes so as to extend the feeders 
to the distribution boxes should the future developments 
require it. | 

Since writing the above, prices and particulars of a 
cut-out on the lines indicated for dipping cables in 
and out, have been received. These prices compare 
very satisfactorily with the combined cost of an ordinary 
cut-out and T-box, and the fact that & cut-out of this 
description will very shortly be on the market for im- 
mediate delivery in large quantities, should make the 
dipping-in system very popular with those responsible 
for the mains and services to the new housing schemes. 


CHARGING ELECTRIC BATTERY HAND LAMPS. 


By G. J. DUCKETT. 


Tue charging of electric battery hand lamps is usually done 
in a more or less happy-go-lucky way; users of lead-plate 
sulphuric-acid cells do not appreciate their delicacy, of 
which there is no gainsaying, but acid cells properly charged 
and used (that is, not allowed to stand disc , when 
sulphation seta in and causes disintegration of the positive 
plates and swelling of the material, eventually burating the 
celluloid case, and resulting in total destruction of the cell) 
are a most reliable type of electrical apparatus. The writer 
forsees a great future for the small-capacity electrical 
storage battery, and therefore a few remarks on the system 
of charging he has devised may be of some value to those 
who intend utilising electric lamps 
in lieu of the old-fashioned gas or oil 
hand lamps. 

Many people have an unfounded 
horror of things electrical; owing to 
lack of instruction, or too great caution, 
they fight shy of any apparatus which 
looks electrical. I have borne this 
point in mind when devising a charging 
set which is capable of charging any 
number of cells up to six at one time. 

Moreover, one or more cells can 
be taken off charge without interfering 
with the remainder, and it is not 
necessary to switch off the current for 
the purpose of putting on or taking off 
a cell, as there is no actual breaking 
of the circuit, and therefore no fusing 
of the contacts. 

The potential difference between the 
battery-charging terminals is approxi- 
mately 2°5 volts when the battery is on 
charge, but when the battery is taken 


ruinous to the battery. As I have mentioned before, the 
voltage across the battery in the arrangement I am 
describing cannot at any time exceed 24, therefore a break 
in the cell as above described will not ignite the gases con- 
tained within the cell, the voltage being insufficient to cause 
current to bridge the gap and set up arcing. | 
The sketch, fig. 1, shows a general view of the charging 
arrangement, which is capable of charging up six cells at a 
time, and fig. 2 shows the general wiring diagram. 
Say, for instance, that No. 4 cell is fully charged and is 
required, the cell is pulled forward and lifted out of 
the guides; the action of removing the cell shunts the 


off charge, the voltage immediately rises " e т, 

to 24, whereas under normal conditions 7 "em 

the voltage across the terminals, when x B © со еве 

the battery has been taken off peg | Cy DUE ML ES 
would be equal to the voltage of the dc ш; im tn RoRo „ 

supply 1 this particular case, te} fst — £6: co uuu 
250 volta. €r, Me на NN ne : | 


It is common knowledge that the 
gases given off the plates of accumula- 
tors when on charge, have, if combined 
with а certain amount of air, very explosive properties ; 
therefore, it will be readily seen that if a cell is defective 
internally, that is, say, if a lug is broken away from the top 
of the plates, there is a tendency for high-voltage current 
when charging off 250-volt mains to pass across the gap at 
the break, and the voltage is sufficient to set up an arc of 
sufficient intensity to ignite the gases contained within the 
celluloid case. Such an explosion of the gases is, of course, 


Fics. 1 & 2.——ARRANGEMENT FOR CHARGING BATTERIES, AND 


DIAGRAM OF CONNECTIONS. 


main current through the 24-volt lamp immediately above 
the cell compartment, and it lights up, thus indicating that 
the cell compartment is empty. | 
It will now be seen that it is impossible to put a cell on 
charge inaccurately, and, therefore, it is not necessary to 
use pole-testing paper, &c., as is customary with the 
ordinary type of charging apparatus. If a cell is defective 
(say a broken lug internally), and is put on charge, the 


/ 
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defect is indicated by the illumination of the 24-volt lamp 
according to the internal resistance of the battery set up 
by the fracture in the lug. For instance, if the defect sets 
up а resistance which raises the battery terminal voltage to 
12 or 15 volte, the indicator lamp will glow a dull red, 
which, of course, draws the operator’s attention to the matter, 
and the battery is put on one side for inspection. 

Although there is no necessity to touch any of the live 
parta of the apparatus, if by chance a pair of battery termi- 
nals are bridged aoross by hand, the potential difference 
between them is so small that even the slightest shock is 
very unlikely. Therefore, although at first sight the 
apparatus vi te to consume more current than the ordinary 
series method, there is very little in it, the actual loss being 
*004 unit per charge. 

. The cost of charging six 2-volt, 25-ampere-hour cells 
from a 250-volt main is as follows :— р 
250 volts x 25 ampere-hours = 6,250 watt-hours, ог 


6:25 units, which, at 2d. per unit, = 1s. Id., or 2d. per a 


cell, when six are on charge at one time. 


The 24-volt indicator lamps and resistance consume 
2 amperes at a terminal voltage of 24, therefore their resist- 
ance is 24/2 = 12 ohms, but when the cells are on charge 
the 24 volts are ireduced to 2°0 volta, and, therefore, the 
current then flowing through this circuit is 2/12 = 0°16 
ampere, or 0°16 x 2 = 0°82 watt, or for a complete 
charge it becomes 8°8, say, 4 watt hours, or 4/1,000 x 2 
= 0:0084. : 

The principal claim put forward for this method of 
charging accumulators is that it is entirely foolproof, 
and the cells can be charged up by an inexperienced 
person ; there is no technical process to go through, as 
it is only n to put the cells in the compartment 
if they require charging, and to pull them out of the 
compartment when fully charged. The best method of 
ascertaining when the cell is fully charged is to take 
the density of the electrolyte with the ordinary simple 
bulb hydrometer. 

Fully charged cells should give a reading of 1°250 


specific gravity. 


THE E.E. (SCOTTISH 


CENTRE) VISIT TO KINLOCHLEVEN. 


[RY OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE. | 


On Thursday, June 10th, a party of members of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers and their friends 
left Glasgow for a three days’ tour in the Highlands. 
The excursion was the outcome of an invitation by Mr. 
W. Murray Morrison, general manager of the British 
Aluminium Co., to visit their works on Lock Leven. 

The revival of interest in Scottish water power, the 
somewhat mysterious glamour which hangs over the pro- 
cesses of aluminium making, and the pleasant prospects 
of good company and glorious scenery all combined to 
lure about sixty members up into the North-West. 

Going by the West Highland Railway, the journey led 
by mountain and loch and across the desolate Moor af 
Rannoch—where only startled herds of deer broke the 
empty solitude of the boulder-studded waste; then by 
tumbling rivers and fresh birchwoods to Fort William 
at the foot of snow-capped Ben Nevis. 

Fort WILLIAM. 

Here the party was marshalled by Mr. William 
McWhirter for a tour of inspection of the local electri- 
city works.* 

The Fort William Electric Light Co.’s plant affords a 
pioneer example of highland town lighting by means of 
water power. The head of water is 100 ft., and two 
Gilbert Gilkes Vortex turbines, each of 100 R. P., drive a 
pair of General Electric Co.'s p.c. generators at 650 
revs. per minute. 

The main turbines are situated at*Blamafoldoch, 2 
miles across the hills from Fort William, and the energy, 
at 060 volts, is conveyed by bare overhead lines to a 
battery and distribution station in the centre of the 
town. The town station has, in addition to the battery, 
a sinall emergency water turbine and a 40-H. P. Hornsby 
oil engine, both arranged by belt to drive a battery- 
charging dynamo, the output of which is 70 amps. at 
450 volts. 

The standard lighting pressure in the town is 150 
volts, and the power pressure is 300 volts. "The battery 
is divided in the centre, with regulating cells at either 
end, and is charged as a single unit. "The town station 
plant includes a small booster for regulating the pres- 
sure of a pair of feeders which go overhead to Corpach 
—a distance of about four miles. 

Mr. McWhirter, while not responsible for the original 
lay-out of the scheme, has been superintending the 
supply for the last 20 years. Two typical examples of 
trouble peculiar to highland installations have been 
dealt with by him. One of these was frequent inter- 
ruption by statie discharge from the overhead mountain 
lines. This was effectively stopped by the fittings of 
non-gap carbon arresters connected to large earth plates. 


* Described in the ELFHFCTHI CAI, Review of March 5th, 1897. 


The other annoyance was the pitting of the 25-in. steel 
pipe line at the turbines. "The pitting was on the outer 
surface of the pipe, and was caused by the peaty water 
in which it lay. It has now been raised on piers to put 
it above the influence of the corrosive moisture. 

The new diamond-cutting factory of Mr. Bernard 
Oppenheimer was also visited, this being now one of the 
chief power loads on the town supply. The factory is 
an offshoot from the larger one established at Brighton, 
and affords congenial work for disabled soldiers, who 
are pleasantly housed in the imposing hotel building 
adjoining. The processes of cutting, grinding, and 
polishing the stones were watched with interest. The 
mills and lathes are driven by five G. E. C. motors, having 
a total output of about 50 H.P. 

The vibration caused by the high speed of the polish- 
ing disks, together. with the need of individual lamps to 
light each mill, combined at first to produce a high 
mortality in filaments. . It has been found, however. 
that Ediswan traction type lamps stand up to the severe 
conditions caused by vibration and constant handling. 


KINLOCHLEVEN. | 
The visitors were up early on Friday morning for the 
23-mile motor run to the head of Loch Leven. The 


journey, despite the qualins of those who occupied the 
seaward seats, was safely accomplished, and at eleven 
o'clock the party reached the strange town of Kinloch- 
leven, which lies deep between the mountains. 

After passing glens and caves, inhabited only by the 
ghosts of long dead clansmen, and having scanned miles 
of rocky coast line where not a smoke curl is visible, one 
experiences a shock on coming upon Kinlochlevén, with 
its wharves and electric locomotives and its shops with 
wedding cakes advertised for sale. Kinlochleven is a 
fully equipped town with about 1,500 inhabitants, and 
while there are churches, schools, and a police office, the 
dominating feature is the power house with its impres- 
sive column of parallel pipes sloping up the hill side. 

The power house is а spacious, well-lit, rectangular 
building having 11 large and two smaller turbine sets. 
Each set consists of a Pelton wheel turbine and two 
D.C. generators on one shaft. 

The larger or main sets are used each for a battery 
of furnaces, and the smaller sets are for power, liglit ing 
and exciting. 

Under the floor and along the length of the power 
house are a pair of aluminium busbars, which enable 
any set or group of sets to be coupled to any battery of 
furnaces. 

The main turbines have a guaranteed efficiency of 
80 per cent. each, developing 2.900 B. H. P. at a head of 
900 ft. and at 300-400 revolutions per minute. They 
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have two water jets, and on the majority of the machines 
the governors are of the hydraulic type, operating gun- 
metal spear-head valves. Two of the sets have oil-con- 
trolled governing gear; while these are more sensitive, 
they are also more complicated. The users appear to 
favour the more robust water governors for furnace 
work, where very fine voltage regulation is not essential. 

The main generators are shunt-wound, without inter- 
poles, and have slot- wound drum armatures. The two 
generators composing a set are connected in parallel, 
and the maximum output of each pair is 2,200 Kw. at 
275 volts p. c. 

Electrical regulation is provided to prevent flashing 
over, which might occur through differences in the cur- 
rents flowing in the two armatures on one shaft. The 
field circuits are separate up to their rheostats, but have 
a common return in which is placed the cut-out. The 
cut-out is operated by two solenoids. Опе pressure 
solenoid breaks the field circuit when the terminal volt- 
age rises to 350, and the current solenoid is connected 
across the two leads of the same polarity on one pair of 
dynamos. It is adjusted in relation to the voltage sole- 
noid so that an out-of-balance current short-circuits the 
field through a discharge resistance. 

The two smaller turbine sets are of approximately half 
the capacity of the main furnace sets. While they also 


Vigw or KINLOCHLEVEN ALUMINIUM Рет 


. have two р.с. generators on one shaft, these are capable 
of being used as independent machines, each of different 
output ‘and voltage. The two larger machines on each set 
are shunt- wound, and are used for lighting the factories 
and village and for supplying auxiliary motors, each 
single generator having a maximum output of 550 Kw. 
at 275 volts. The other two generators are of the com- 
pound-wound traction type, having a maximum output 
of 94 kw. at 550 volts. These are employed to feed the 
electric locomotives and the cranes on the wharves. The 
main generators for furnaces, the supplementary sets, 
and also the locomotives are of Dick-Kerr manufacture. 
The turbines and their governing geur are by Escher, 
Wyss & Cie., except the latest addition to the main sets, 
where the turbine is of Gilbert Gilkes's make. 

The extraction of aluminium provides an ideal load 
for a hydro-electric scheme, and the load at Kinloch- 
leven is, approximately, 20,000 Kw. continuously night 
and day. 

The visitors were impressed by the cleanliness, the 
simplicity, the comparative quietness, and the even tem- 
perature of the power house. А peep through a window 
was permitted at the electric furnaces at work. In 
addition to the manufacture of aluminium, the com- 
pany makes its own carbon electrodes in special fur- 
naces. The connections between generators, furnaces, 
&c., and the overhead pole lines in the vards are of bare 
aluminium. 


Тнв Future or Scotrsa WATER Power. 

After the inspection of the power house, the British 
Aluminium Co. entertained the party to luncheon at the 
Tartan Hotel. Mr. E. E. Eccles, the assistant general 
manager, formally welcomed the Institution representa- 
tives, and gave them some idea of the difficulties attend- 
ing so unique an enterprise as the establishment of a 
great industrial community in the heart of the high- 
lands. One realised that the present satisfactory position 
of the company, as well as репо а victory over Nature, 
was also somewhat of a triumph over human nature. 
He urged on the visitors the need: for developing more 
and more the resources of the Scottish Highlands, and 
hoped that they would use their influence to conserve 
the power which was running to waste and so give 
encouragement to the Highlander to remain among his 
native mountains. | 

Mr. W. B. Hird, the chairman of the LEE. Scot- 
tish Section, in reply, thanked the Aluminium Company 
and its staff for their welcome, and pointed out that 
during the last session much attention had been given 
by the Section to the question of the development of 
highland water power. 

The Resident Manager, Mr. R. P. Tod, furnished 
some interesting facts as to costs and construction of 
the works, and mentioned tlat the factory had run 
without stoppage for the last 10 
years. He announced the arrange- 
ments which had been made for the 
further entertainment and instruc- 
tion of the company, and, as an in- 
citement to effort, he indicated that 
a prize had been provided at the dam 
for the persons who got there first. 


THe Pree Track. 


The majority of the visitors then 
set out upon the serious business of 
the day—the exploration of the pipe 
track, the conduit, and the reser- 
voir—and for the first part of the 
ascent many made use of the old road 
cut through the highlands ру 
General Wade. By means of this 
road they reached the lower pen- 
stock-chamber, which is placed about 
1} miles from the power-house. The 
level of the spillweir at this point is 

„ 977 ft., and the water here enters 
six welded steel pipes each of 39 in. 
diameter. The pipes are anchored 
to the hillside by massive concrete blocks, and go down 
to à pair of main bus-pipes to feed the turbines. As 
the turbine level is 42 ft., the net static head is 935 ft. 
or 406 lb. per sq. in. Air and scour-valves are fitted 
to the pipes. Muff joints are used except at anchor 
blocks, where flanges are employed. 


THE CoNupnurr. 


To the lower penstock-chamber, from which the steel 
pipes slope steeply down to the power-house, the water 
is led in a covered concrete box conduit from the reser- 
voir. The conduit is 34 miles in length, and runs 
along the southern side of the Leven valley. "The con- 
duit slope is only 1 in 1,000. The conduit measures 
8 ft. by & ft. inside, and normally there is 2 ft. from 
the surface of the water to the cover of the conduit. 
The sides of the conduit are reinforced with expanded 
metal, and the inside floor is faced with a smooth grano- 
lithic skin. Expansion joints occur at 64-foot intervals 
along the straight portions of the wall. These are 
formed with an asphalt dowel and double bitumen 
strips. On the cover of the conduit the bitumen joints 
are replaced by slabs of timber. 

The party, considerably thinned out, both as a party 
and individually, walked along the top of the conduit to 
the dam, and the course lay over arched gullevs and 
chasms and under precipitous rocks. On the right 
towered the mountain side, with here and there an in- 
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take pipe from some upper lochan, and. оп the left far 
below was the gorge cut by the River Blackwater. « 


Tug рам. 


The first sight of the dam is impressive. The upper 
part of the valley is blocked off by this great wall, 
measuring 86 ft. high at some parts and with a straight 
skyline of 3,112 ft. The top of the dam is 1,068 ft. 
above sea level, and it holds in check а loch reservoir 
over seven miles long and half a mile wide. The catch- 
ment area from which the water is collected is 55 sq. 
miles, and the reservoir holds more than 20,000 million 
gallons of water. The average annual rainfall over the 
catchment area is about 70 in. The dam is bedded 
everywhere on solid rock. The top thickness is 10 ft., 
and the upper face is plumb for the first 40 ft., when 
there is a batter of 1 in 20 to the base. At the base 
the dam is 60 ft. from back to front at some parts. At 
the centre of the dam is the valve tower; the valves 
control three 40-in. diameter pipes. The difference 
between the levels of these three intake valves and the 
six pipe valves at the power-house is 993 ft. 

Mr. Hird had the energy and the honour to arrive 
first at the valve tower, and there for a little time he held 
a reception of the wayfarers as they came straggling up 
to inspect the tower and its interesting contents. 

It was noted that the war had made a considerable 


demand on. the resources of the whole scheme. Advan- 
tage has been taken of the presence of a band of German 


prisoners to connect up Loch Eilde Mor with the reser- 


voir. This has been done by means of concrete pipes 
and 4 ft, 6 in. bore which were made in. Kinlochleven, 
and stretch for a length of some four miles along the 
hillside on the opposite side of the valley to that of the 
main conduit track. 

| THE FINISH. 


On leaving the dam several took the old bridle path 
down by the rocky bed of the Blackwater back to the 
town of Kinlochleven. After dinner those who had not 
elected to stay the night at Kinlochleven motored back 
to Fort William. | 

Saturday forenoon was spent in visiting local beauty 
spots, in which this district abounds, and while some 
were left to climb Ben Nevis or go further afield, the 
tour officially ended with the departure of the noonday 
train for Glasgow. 

The arrangements for this thoroughly enjoyable ex- 
cursion were chiefly in the hands of the Scottish I. E. E. 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. Joseph Taylor, and those of Mr. 
Thomson, of the British Aluminium Co. Perfect weather 
and the hospitable services of the ladies and the staff at 
Kinlochleven did much to make the visit a delightful 


aad i D. S. M. 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or i 


devices and apparatus, which will be published 


if considered of sufficient interest, | 


New Cooking Apparatus. 


Among the latest products of the BRITISH ELECTRIC TRANS- 
FORMER Co., Lrp., 50, Oxford Street, W. 1, are the ovens and 
boiling table illustrated in fig. 1 and the plate heating cup- 
board shown in fig. 2. The boiling table measures 6 ft. 2 in. 
by 2 ft. 2 in., and has eight hot spots '"—four with 1-Kw. 
loadings and four having IL. SKW. loadings—each controlled 
by a heat regulating switch. The top and legs are of cast 
iron. Fig. 1 shows four ovens with hot shelves between the 
two sets, and at the top. ‘The total maximum loading is 
1,500 watts controlled by switches designed to put in various 
combinations of the heating eiements. The cupboard (fig. 2) 
is of oak, and measures 241 ft. by 14 ft. by 2 ft. 10 in. It 
is divided into two compartments having drop doors. fitted 
with nickel-plated handles and tops—the latter being utilised 
as hot plates. The interior is lined with aluminium lagged 
with asbestos. The total maximum loading is 1 kw. Racks 
to hold 22 plates may be fitted or the cabinet may be used 
for keeping food warin. 


House Lighting Plant. i 


Messrs. Mark Wesser, Lro., Church Acre Works, Guild- 
ford, have sent us particulars of an efficient and economical 
single cylinder petrol engine suitable for supplying lighting 
and power to a country house. The Webber” engine, 
which is illustrated in fig. 3, possesses inany good points, 
among which may be included the low fuel consumption 
which is obtained by a number of devices. The piston : fric- 
tion is reduced by the use of a slipper piston, and the crank- 
shaft is mounted on ball-bearings. Forced lubrication of the 
big end ig made by an oscillating plunger pump without the 
use of pipe work, the oil being delivered through the plunger 
itself. The camshaft and cams and bearings are contained 
in a trough which is filled with oil flung: out, from the big 
end, and are consequently always immersed. ‘The overflow 
from this trough feeds the timing gears and governor. ‘The 
use of very light reciprocating parts eliminates a great deal 
of vibration. The magneto is operated by a chain drive, and 
the chain runs in an oil bath. Cooling water is apphed direct 


Ев. 1.—BolLIN d TABLE AND OVENS. 


Fic. 2.—Oak PLarTE-HEATING CUPBOARD. 
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to valve seats where it is most needed, and all working parts 
are easy of access. The dynamo can be coupled direct to the 
shaft of the engine, and fixed on the same bedplate. The fuel 
consumption of this engine when running on petrol is about 
6 pint per B. H. p.-hour, and the lubricating oil required is 


Fic. 3.—Tae ‘‘ WEBBER '" ENGINE. 


.019 pint per B.H.P.-hour. The size of the lighting sets ranges 
from 2 to 16 B.H.P., or from 1 to 9 kw. These machines can 
be adapted to run on gas or paraffin by making the necessary 
alterations in valves and ignition. 


New Wiring Devices. 


Mr. H. Wurtz, A.M.LE.E., 1, Cumberland Street, Deans 
gate, Manchester, has eent us details of gome new wiring 
devices he has recently designed. One of these, a Univer- 
sal ” connector box, is shown diagrammatically in fig. 5. By 
means of this it is possible to obtain any combination of ways 
for two or three or four wires while ensuring that no other 
openings are left in the box. The object is attained by divid- 
ing the circumference of the box into sixteen equal parta, 
slots being cut at 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 18, 14 and 16 as shown 
in the diagram. A tight-fitting lid has four openings at 


Fic. 5.—'' UNIVERSAL ” 
CONNECTOR Box. 


Fic. 4.—Bonpina@ CLAMP. 


90 deg. By revolving the box it ig then possible to obtain 
апу combination desired (4-way, tee, straight through or right 
angle) only the openings to be used coinciding with the slots 
in the lid. Another device is shown in fig. 4. This is -a 
circular piece of metal, fitting into the connector box, with 
four strips for binding over the cables, thus forming an 
efficient ‘universal’ bonding clamp and ensuring electrical 
continuity in the sheathing of the wires. mE 


STOBIE v. NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE ELECTRIC SuPPLY Co. 


THE action brought by Mr. Victor Stobie, carrying on busi- 
ness as the Stobie Steel Co. at Dunston-on-Tyne, in the 
County of Durham, against the Newcastle-on-Tyne Electric 
Supply Co. came before Mr. Justice Peterson in the Chancery 
Division upon an adjourned summons on June 8th, and was 
continued on subsequent days. 

Mr. ToMLiN, K.C., appearing for the defendant. company 
(the Electric Supply Co.), said that the summons had been 
issued to determine à question that had arisen in taking an 
account directed by a judgment of his Lordship on April 30th 
last year." The account ordered was one relating to the profits 
made by Mr. Stobie in his business, hig Lordship having held 
that under certain ngreeinents the defendants were entitled to 
share in those profits. The matter went before the Master in 
Chambers, when Mr. Stobie produced two balance sheets of 
profit and loss. A question then arose which the Master 
was not in a position to determine, in consequence of which 
this summons was Issued. It asked for a declaration that new 
works established by the plaintiff adjacent to the works at 
Dunston-on-Tyne forined part of the assets of the Stobie Steel 
Co., and were not the property to which the plaintiff was bene- 
ficially entitled, and that the business carried on by the 
plaintiff at the new works under the title of the Stobie Con- 
struction Co. formed part of the business of the Stobie Steel 
Co. and that accounts be ordered upon the footing of such 
declaration. Counsel contended that defendants were entitled 
to a share in the profits of the Stobie Steel Co. under agree- 
ments which he read, and said that since his Lordship’s judg- 
ment Mr. Stobie had adopted the name of Stobie Construction 
Co. in relation to the new works with a view to excluding the 
Newcastle Electric Supply Co. from their share of the profits 
from this undertaking. It appeared that in June 1917, there 
were for sale certain works adjoining the works of the Stobie 
Steel Works at Dunston. These were known as the Bradley 
Williams Works, which were used for the treatment of ore. 
Mr. Stobie went to the committee with a proposal that these 
works, which were then in the market, should be purchased. 
The committee asked Mr. Stobie to get out an estimate for pur- 
chasing and equipping them. What Mr. Stobie proposed was 
to set up there an electric furnace plant for the manufacture 
of white pig iron. At the next meeting of the committee on 
June 20th Mr. Stobie reported that he had bought the Bradle 
Williams Works for £2,000, and that he proposed to install 
a furnace for the manufacture of pig iron and after the war 
to install cogging or rolling plant. Cogging or rolling plant 
was acquired for converting steel ingots into billets. The 
Stobie Steel Co. had not at the time on their works any 
cogging and rolling plant, and they sold their steel in ingots 
or got it converted into billets by outside firms. The instal- 
lation of a cogging and rolling plant would therefore be of 
great service to the Stobie Steel Co. Mr. Stobie’s estimate of 
equipping the Bradley Williams Works with the necessary 
machinery was £3,000, and the committee agreed that the 
matter should go forward on these lines. | E | 

Mr. Upsoun, K. C., counsel for the plaintiff, said that the 
functions of the committee had come to an end at this time, 
and they had no power to authorise anything. | 

Mr. Tomuin said that whether there was a formal authori- 

sation by the committee or whether the committee had any 
express power to authorise or not there was no doubt that 
what Mr. Stobie contemplated was submitted by him to the 
committee for approval. He further contended that the busi- 
ness established at the Bradley Williams Works was part of he 
Stobie Steel Works, and was administered by one staff, the 
employés being paid by one official. es 
The hearing was adjourned. i " 
On resuming on June 9th, Mr. ToMLin continued his open- 
ing for the Electric Supply Co., referring to numerous books, 
documents and accounts in proof of the businees relationship 
between the parties. | 

Mr. Upsoun contended that the two businesses were dis- 
tinct, and read an affidavit of Mr. Victor Stobie which stated 
йа from 1906 thenceforward he carried on at Sheffield 
the business of designing and building works and plant 
such ав steel-smelting furnaces and colliery plant manu- 
factured in. accordance with several inventions made by him 
and protected by letters patent. He was also a consultant in 
metallurgy, and such business he referred to 8s his construc- 
tion business. This included the purchase of eteel plates and 
other sections of constructional steel and the cutting, proving 
and riveting together of such eteel to form furnace and other 
works plant, purchásing motors, transformers and other elec- 
trical apparatus. The business carried on under the style f 
the Stobie Steel Co. mentioned in the agreements in this case 
was a business entirely different and distinct from his con: 
struction business. It consisted of the purchase of steel scrap 
and ferro-alloys and the melting by means of electricity of such 
serap and allovs Into a liquid form in a chemically controlled 
bath and the casting of the liquid steel into the form of ingots 
to be sold to manufacturers. Tt did not comprise any con- 
structional work. It was not true that his constructional 
business was in any way a part or an extension of that carried 
on under the name of the Stobie Steel Co. It had become 


* ELECTRICAL Review, May 9th, 1910. 
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very difficult in consequence of the war to get regular supplies 
of scrap steel, ferro-alloys and other materials for the steel 
works, and it was necessary to acquire and store a large 
amount of them. "There was not sufficient space at the steel 
works to store this material, and before he was able to restore 
his construction business be permitted, as a temporary 
expedient, the storage of scrap steel in considerable quantities 
at the new works. In 1918 he commenced to fit up the new 
works with plant and with his own Stobie electric furnaces. 
The business carried on there occupied exclusively about three- 
quarters of the works, and he carried on the construction 
business there under the style of the Stobie Metallurgic Con- 
struction Co. For the purpose of his construction business he 
had taken over from the steel works goods at the price at 
which they were sold in the ordinary course of business, the 
cost of such goods being debited and credited in the books of 
the two companies. That had also been done when men had 
been engaged in either business while in the employ of the 
other. There had been no community of business as between 
the steel works and the Bradley Williams Works. 

Mr. R. P. SLoan, director and manager of the defendant 
company, gave evidence in support of the defendant's case 
to the effect that there was ample room on the aite of the 
Stobie Steel Works to store the scrap metal required. and said 
that to the best of his recollection the Control Cominittee of 
the Stobie Steel Co. approved of the purchase of the new 
works, the object of which was to extend the steel works. 

The hearing was continued on June 10th. when further 
evidence was given to prove that the new works were carried 
out for the Stobie Steel Co., who had been debited with the 
charges for materials and labour. 

The evidence of other witnesses was taken on June llth, 
when the hearing was adjourned until June 16th. 


(To be continued.) 


MORROW v. STEPNEY CORPORATION. 


In the Chancery Division, on June 9th and 10th, Mr. Justice 

P. O. Lawrence was engaged in hearing an action against the 

Stepney Corporation to restrain them from causing a nuisance 
ру smoke, &c., from their electric power station at Lime- 
ouse. 

Mr. Owen Thompson, K.C., and Mr. R. S. Northcote were 
counsel for the plaintiff, and Mr. Jenkins, K.C., with Mr. 
J. E. Harman, appeared for the defendants. 

The plaintill carried on the business of a mast, oar, and 
scull maker in Brightlingsea Place, Limehouse. His pre- 
mises consisted of a workshop, a dwelling house, and a timber 
yard, which were opposite to the defendants’ power station. 
His allegation was that the grit and ashes from the works 
caused him and his family great discomfort, and created an 
intolerable- nuisance, and he asked for an injunction to re- 
strain the Corporation from continuing to discharge gnt and 
ashes from the chimney stack of the works. At the defen- 
dants’ works there were 13 boilers, nine of which were 
generaly in use, and eight or nine chimney shafts about 
80 ft. in height. They consumed about 40,000 tons of coal a 
vear, and they supplied about two square miles with elec- 
tricity, and had some 3,800 customers for electric light or 
power. 

Mr. Justice P. О. LAWRENCE, after hearing evidence and 
the arguments of counsel, in giving judgment, said that, in 
his opinion, the plaintiff and his witnesses had given their evi- 
dence very fairly and without exaggeration, and he (plain- 
tiff) bad proved to his satisfaction that the effect of the grit 
and ashes from the defendants’ chimneys deposited upon 
hig premises was to block the gutters and stack pipes on his 
workshop and to cause the premises to be flooded when it 
rained. Further, the gritty deposits penetrated the cracks 
in the timber in his yard with the result that when he worked 
at the timber the edges of his tools were blunted. Plaintiff 
also showed that his dwelling house was rendered so uncom- 
fortable by the gritty dust and ashes which fell on the beds 
and clothing that he was justified in moving to another house. 
The evidence, said his Lordship, proved conclusively the ex- 
tent of the deposit, and it satisfied him beyond doubt that 
the discharge from the chimnevs of the defendants’ works 
had rendered the plaintiff’s premises less suitable for business 
and residence. The defendants said that there had been 
delay in. bringing the action. In one sense there had been 
some delay, but it was to the credit of the plaintiff that he 
had not taken steps to stop the nuisance until it became 
intolerable. No exceptional circumstances had been proved 
bv the defendants to induce the Court to exercise 1ts judicial 
discretion to award damages in lieu of an injunction. The 
plaintiff was therefore entitled to an injunction which would 
he suspended for a short period to give the defendants time 
to abate the nuisance. No special damages had been proved, 
but he thought he was justified in granting plaintiff £50 as 
general damages for the discomfort which he had suffered, 
with the costs of the action. 

Tt was subsequently arranged that the injunction should 
he suspended until November 12th next. 


Buenos AIRES Port AND City Tramways. 


In the Chancery Division, on Monday, Mr. Justice Eve 
sanctioned a scheme for the reorganisation of this company 
and an agreement giving effect thereto. 


5 CORRESPONDENCE. | 

Letters recewed by us after Б P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the у week. Correspondents should forward their oo. 
cations at the earliest possible moment, No letter can be published 


unless we have the writer's name and address 


German Representation. 


Judging by the name on the envelope, we also have 1e- 
ceived one of the letters from the German firm of meter 
makers referred to in your Business Notes in your last 
issue. 

We did not open it, but—not being members of the New- 
port Corporation—replaced it in the post, after writing over 
our signature No letters received from Huns are opened 


in this office.“ 
E. P. Allam & Co. 
London. 
June 12th, 1920. 


** Situations Vacant.“ 


I feel very grateful to you for the Special Notice ” in this 
week's ELECTRICAL REVIEW re situations vacant, and hope 
that your kind offer will be accepted by all advertisers of 
vacant situations. Personally, I have during the last six months 
replied to no less than 50 advertisements in the REviEW ; one of 
the applications resulted in an interview, about five employers 
had the courtesy to inform me that the position had been 
filled, the rest inade no response whatever. However, I still 
hope to be successful in obtaining a situation. 

X. 


June 12th, 1920. 


We are very interested in your ' Appointments Filled“ 
column, which we think is a step in the right direction; but 
we have a better suggestion to make to solve the difficulty, 
and that is to recominend that everyone applying for a job 
should religiously eschew answering advertisements under 
box numbers; it is little short of an anonymous letter. The 
writer's policy with letters of that sort is to put them in the 
waste-paper basket, and he would treat advertisements under 
box numbers in the same way. Surely we are British enough 
to be able to trust each other when a berth is advertised, and 
When an honourable application is made for the same. 


For the Walsall Electrical Co., Ltd., 
J. DELEBECQUE, Works Manager. 
Walsall, | 
June 12th, 1920. 


“ What is the Contractor Doing? 
Some of the remarks made by your contributor in your 


issue of June 4th are quite correct, in my opinion. The 


electrical contractor certainly does need to wake up; at the 
same tine the electrical manufacturer has not done all that 
he could. For instance, take the leading electrical. manu- 
facturers’ lists of cooking and heating appliances, and you will 
find in most instances that :— 

1. The actual current consumption of the apparatus is care- 
fully left out. 

2. There are no details as to the length of time necessary to 
do the work required. 

If these details are not given in the makers’ catalogues, they 
should be prepared to supply the contractor with suitable 
circular letters in which full details are given. 

The current consumption should be stated in language easily 
understood by non-technical persons. Instead of saving 
750 watts, why not state that the current consumption is 
three-quarters of a unit per hour?“ 

I am afraid that the average electrical contractor has not the 
time or patience to prepare suitable circular letters advertising 
cooking appliances, although the value of these goods is now 
becoming well known. 

With gas at its present high price and low quality, electric 
cooking should experience a great boom, and I think it is up 
to the manufacturer to help this forward without relying too 
much upon the contractor. When the contractor sees that it 
is worth while, he will do all that is necessary with regard to 
stocks. 


June 8th, 1920. 


Electra. 


The Chief and the Staff. 


In a few dave the T.M.E.A. Convention will meet. and it 
would be well that the members present should take this 
particular gathering very seriously, for it is certain that there 
will be much talk and more thought over that very ominous 
word “ Schedule.“ First, engineers as agents of emplovers 
should remember that emplovés lose public svmpathv when 
they fail to stand bv anv agreement between masters and 
men! very well, so also will the employers lose publie sym- 
pathy when they fail to carry out а joint agreement between 
masters and men. Secondly. engineers never have appre- 
ciated their own value because thev have been too selfish. 
and in years gone by, having got on a little wav themselves. 
refused to allow their unfortunate juniors to do likewise; they 
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neither valued their own brains nor other men’s, until now 
engineers’ brains are counted of no value at all in the com- 
mercial world. It is perfectly true that you cannot damn 
unother's career without doing damage to your own; nor can 
one keep a slave without becoming a slave also. Chief engi- 
neers are in lots of cases finding this out. Their status is low, 
wholly because they set out with the object of making their 
subordinates’ status low. The engineer hag been a fool, and 
instead of the elder brother helping the younger, he has 
trodden on him; now the worm has turned, and the tragedy 
is that the reformation of status and conditions of labour has 
come from the lowest rung of the ladder, instead of coming 
down from the top, as it ought to have done. Now, of course, 
unless the engineers are still fools they will press the claims 
of the junior and thus their own status will improve, if they 
have the influence that is claimed, and all without any effort 
on their part. If not, then they will have a taste of their 
own medicine, that is, receive little more than their assistants, 
as they made their assistants receive little more and often less 
than the labourers. I should suggest that engineer members 
talk the matter over very seriously before any such expression 
as ‘‘ ridiculous is used with reference to the schedule of the 
National Joint Board; pre-war values were neither right nor 
reasonable. This schedule represents only a small per cent. 
advance on the real pre-war value, the just value of a man's 
brain and knowledge. To sav that it was then a case of 
"supply and demand ” justifies any extreme demand that 
employés may now make. Employers made a moral prin- 
ciple which it 1s not logical for them to alter and whine over 
because it 18 against them now. It is a law of nature that if 
you injure others you injure yourself, and all the talk in the 
world will not make right for one wrong for the other. If 


an undertaking cannot stand the charges and make a profit, 


then the charges must be raised until they do; I have yet to 
hear of the chief engineer who considered the profits of his 
undertaking when urging his own claims. "There is no justi- 
fication for a commercial undertaking to pay top price for 
manual labour and squeeze the technical man on such a plea. 


The engineer has been cheap, and now is an opportune time 


if only all will pull together to make the non-technical man 
understand that the electrical supply engineers consider them- 
selves of some value which has to be paid for; but if we have 
amongst us at the top men who have no use for any other 
pronoun besides I,” then harm must be done. At present 
the technical worker is not prepared to throw in his lot com- 
pletely with the manual worker, though there is a struggle at 
present to induce him to do so. I only hope that it will not 
prove that any member of the I.M.E.A. has it in his mind to 
be one of the means to bring this about at once, or he may 
live to reap the bitter fruit of his thoughts. We are all mem- 
bers of one grand profession; some day others will follow you. 
It depends on you now whether уоп will be honoured as a 
credit to a noble calling or despised as a hindrance to the 


attainment of its proper dignity. 
A Technical Worker. 
June 8th, 1920. 


Non- Union Labour and Supply Undertakings. 


At a meeting of District Council, Area No. 10 (Greater 
London), for the electricity supply industry, the question of 
connecting-up jobs or work done by non-union labour to the 
supply undertakings mains was discussed at very great length. 
No agreement was reached on the matter, but the following 
resolution was passed unanimously by the employés’ side : — 

That the trade unions’ side of District Council for Area 
No. 10, for the electricity supply industry, decide that on 
and after July Ist, instructions will be issued to their members 
that they are not to connect up any jobs or work done by 
non-union labour or scab labour in the area covered by this 
District Council.“ 

In addition, the consent of the various executives of the 
unions concerned has been asked for, for permission to cease 
work on July Ist against any or all non-union labour employed 
in all or every electricity undertaking in the area covered by 
District Council No. 10. 

W. J. Webb, 


London District Secretary of the HE. T. U. and 
Sceretary for the employés! side of District 
Council, Area No. 10, for the Electricity Supply 
Industry. 
London. 
June 14th, 1920. 


Fault Localisation. 


Having read with great interest the article in the Review 
of May 26th on '' Cable Fault Localisation," by Mr. Raymond- 
Barker, also Kon Denser's letter in the issue of May 7th, 
it might interest your correspondents to know that the writer 
had & similar experience some years ago. 

A high-tension, 3-phase, 3-core cable about two miles in 
length developed an open circuit on one line. Tests for in- 
sulation resistance between conductors and also between each 
line and earth gave no clue, so the writer suggested а capacity 
test. 

A tangent galvanometer was used, and the cable charged 
from a 500-volt circuit, each line separately. 'The conductors 


were discharged through the galvanometer, and deflections of 
the needle were noted. The faulty line gave half the deflec- 
tion given by each good line, both of which gave equal throws. 
The test was then repeated under identical conditions but 
from the other end of the cable, with the same result as 
before. Since the cable was uniform throughout its length 
and the lead sheath continuous and efficiently earthed, it was 
assumed that the galvanometer deflections would be propor- 
tional to the length of the cable. The nearest joint-box to the 
middle of the cable length was broken down, and it was found 
that one line had open-circuited at the sleeve joint in this 
box and the other two were almost separated but still making 
metallic contact with the other half of the cable. In this case 
the faulty line was well insulated at the break, the compound 
having sealed the ends. i 3v 


June 7th, 1920. 


Composition v. Porcelain Insulators. 


In your issue of June 4th, Mr. Geo. V. Twiss, M. I. E. E.,; 
writes to find fault with a brochure we have recently issued 
dealing with ''Telenduron '' insulators. 

Perhaps we have failed to make sufficiently clear that 
‘‘Telenduron is manufactured to different specifications to 
suit the special requirements of different articles. For 
' "lTelenduron ” as used for telegraph and telephone ineulators 
supplied by us to the G.P.O., we claim :— 

1. That it is less brittle than porcelain. | 

9. That while ordinary commercial porcelain to some extent 
depends upon its glaze for its insulation, in the case of 
'" Telenduron " the surface finish is of no importance. 

3. That its electrical properties as substantiated by N.P.L. 
reports are ample for all ordinary low-voltage requirements. 

For high-voltage transmission we manufacture Теспӣи- 
ron ” to other specifications to suit the special requisements 
of the consulting electrical engineer. | ; 

"Telenduron" is more durable than porcelain. While, 
like porcelain, it does not incorporate vegetable and animal 
substances, but is made from ''rocks of the earth itself "— 
to quote Mr. Twiss—it also stands knocking about—which 
porcelain does not. | 


per pro Thomas De La Rue & Co., Ltd, 
H. C. Parker, A. M. I. E. E., 
Manager. 
Walthamstow, 
June ldth, 1920. 


COMPOSITION v. PORCELAIN INSULATORS, — OOBRECTION. — A 
serious printer's error occurred in the schedule given in the letter 
of Mr. G. V. Twiss on this subject, in our issue of June 4th. The 
Schedule should read :— | 


Telenduron. Porcelain. 
Flash-over voltage, dry... 40 K.v. 40 k. v. 
Puncture voltage gs 25 k. v. At least 75 K. v. 
Absorpti 1 to ‘3% ( Immeesurably small. 
rption eee [EJ [о | Certainly below 01% 


Recent Magneto Improvements.— Recent improvements 
in magneto design have much reduced the minimum speed 
at which the magneto will produce regularly sparks of some 
given intensity. A certain four-cylinder magneto, for example, 
will spark regularly across a 5.5 mm. three-point gap at about 
60 R.P.M. with the timing lever fully advanced. This type 
of machine has been found to give good starting on a 3-ton 
lorry engine, which was always. difficult to start with the 
much larger: type of magneto (of older pattern) that it dis- 
laced. . | 
This, however, according to Messrs. A. P. Young and H. 
Warren, l'rocs. Inst. of Automobile Engineers, is not 
enough; and as an alternative to the complicated and costly 
electric starter, what is called by Americans an “impulse 
starter," opens up large possibilities. This device is designed 
to take the place of the ordinary coupling. It comprises, in 
essence, two members, one of which is rigidly secured to the 
magneto-spindle and linked to the other, which is attached 
to the driving spindle by a stout helical spring. When the 
crankshaft is slowly rotated the two members will move 
together until a pawl carried by the member on the magneto 
spindle is held by a stop fixed to the frame of the magneto. 
Any further motion of the member on the driving spindle 
causes the spring to be wound up, during which time the 
armature remains stationary. After a definite movement of 
this member the pawl is released, and the armature then 
suddenly flicks over, producing during its rapid motion an 
intense spark. This is sufficient to start the engine, which 
rapidly accelerates. At a verv low speed, the pawl is thrown 
out of action by centrifugal force, and the two members 
rotate as a single unit. As compared with an electric starting 
&ystem, this device is naturally much cheaper, and, being a 
compact and single mechanical unit, it obviously has—other 
things being equal—enormous advantages from the stand- 
point of reliability. —Technical Review. 
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BUSINESS NOTES. 


or 


Notice to Readers.—As several correspondents have 
placed before us particulars of certain business transactions of a 
disappointing and unsatisfactory character relating to purchases of 
conduit, it is thought that there may be others who have been 
similarly inconvenienced. If so, will they communicate with the 
Editors of the ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, Е.С. 4. 


Siemens Sports’ Club,—The directors of Siemens Bros. 
and Co., Ltd., have presented to the Siemens's Sports Club, 
formed by the employés of the company at its Woolwich 
works, & football challenge shield for competition between 
the various departments. The presentation, which took 
place on May 28th, was made by two of the directors—the 
Rt. Hon. Sir Wiliam Bull, M.P., and Mr. G. Chauvin, 
managing director—who at the same time handed over a 
room for the accommodation of the club until such time as 
a suitable sports ground can be found. Sir William Bull 
congratuiated the club upon its success in having over 1,300 
members already enrolled. The first winner was the Ap- 
paratus Machine Shop, which thus heads the list of names to 
be engraved upon the shield. 

The shield, which was designed and made at the Woolwich Works, possesscs 
many unique and emblematic features, It is constructed in fine figured oak, 
upon which, carved in bas relief, are shown some of the products of the 
company, viz. overhead telegraph and power lines, an automatic telephone 
instrument, a searchlight projector and primary cells. The carving also in- 
cludes a representation of the company's cableship Faraday, and of a deep 
sea grapnel, used for picking up submarine cable at great depths. Above the 
shield proper is a full size football in wrought copper, beneath which appears 
the Arms of the Borough of Woolwich. The shield is six feet in height, and 
is arranged for suspension by means of a suitable length of an actual cable 
which played no inconsiderable part in the successful defeat of the submarine 
menace in the late war, and which was manufactured at the Woolwich works. 


Lead.— In their report dated June 12th, Messrs. James 
Forster & Co. give the following information :— 
BOARD OF TRADE RETURNS. 


Tons. 

The imports for June are given as ... 280 Hr a 14,568 
The exports for June are given as ... „ 3.317 
Left for home absorption „. 11251 


The latter figure for the seven months November-May (inclusive) is 29,954 
tons; against this we venture to give the following figures as a conservative 
estimate of consumption in the three principal trades, viz :— 


Pre-war. This year 

Tons, Tons. 

White lead, red lead, &c. ... ЕБ 60.000 35,000 
Electric cables and accumulators 60,000 60,000 
Sheet and pipe lead, &c. е — 50,000 
145,000 


„Me have the white lead and sheet lead estimates from authorities in the 
trade. The second (electrical) is based on the fact that the cable companies 
report a record trade both in values and quantity. 

On these figures (which we are certain are lower than the actual) we 
have a total consumption of 145,000 tons for the year, against imports avail- 
able for seven months of 29,954 tons. So far the metal available in the 
ordinary way for the requirements of consumers has been supplemented by 
Government war stocks. and in some localities bv supplies obtained from 
the dismantling of chemical plant erected by the Government for war pur- 
poses. These adventitious aids have so far tided over a difficult time, but 
we have to rely on imports, and if our figures for consumption could be 
cut down bv one-half we should still be left with a considerable deficit, 
unless the coming months show a much larger increase in imports. 


Manufacture of Meters im Australia.—According to 
Press reports just to hand, it was expected that earlv in July 
the Small Arms Factorv, Lithgow, would commence the manu- 
facture of all kinds of meters, for gas, water. and electricity. 
“ At present there is no firm undertaking this work to any 
extent in Australia. and the only meters imported are Japan- 
ese. which are said to be very inferior in qualitv. Extreme 
difficulty is experienced bv companies in securing supplies, 
and the factory management has already received an order 
from a Svdnev firm for 3,000 meters." 


Electrical Manufacturing Developments in Australia.— 
For manufacturing in Melbourne. Berrv's Electrical ““ Magi- 
con!“ Fires (Australia). Itd.. has been registered, with autho- 
rised capital of £30,000, in 60.000 shares of £1 each. Messrs. 
H. H. Berry, G. C. Allan, W. Lowe, G. E. Dickenson, and 
S. G. Pirani constitute the first board. The office of the com- 
panv is at 60, Queen Street. 

Confirmation of the appointment of Mr. G. Weymouth, 
of G. Weymouth Proprietarv, Ltd., Melbourne, and Messrs. 
J. B. Nicholson and A. A. Stewart as joint managing directors 
for five vears of the English Electric Supplv Co. of Australia. 
T.td., was to be asked of shareholders in Standard Waveood 
Hercules, Ltd., Svdnev. at a meeting on Mav 6th. С. Wey- 
mouth & Co., Ptv.. Ltd., lately acquired a large interest in 
Standard Wavgood Hercules Co., Ltd.. and the name of the 
latter is to he changed to English Electric Supply Co. of 
Australia, Ltd. The Standard Co. has issued its report for 
the vear ended March 31st last. showing a net profit of 
£46.37, which compares with £16.993 for the previous vear. 
It is proposed to nay a dividend of 10 per cent. per annum 
and а honus of 9s, per share. Failing instructions to the 
contrarv, the honus will he applied towards paving np a new 
issue. of 21.600 shares offered to present shareholders. The 
Brisbane business has heen closed. An outlay of £150,000 is 
anticipated for extension of works. at which to сатту on manu- 
facturing in Australia for the English Electric Supply Co., 
Ltd.—Sydney Sun, April And, 


Applications for British Trade Marks.—Appended is а 
summary of the recent applications for British trade-marks 
in respect of goods associated with the electrical trades and 
industries: | 

Karmak. No. 400,550. Class 18. Sparking plugs, electrical 
fittings, &c. Bernard A. Quick, 20, Gladstone Park Gardens, 
and Arthur R. Kearney, 6, Templars Avenue, Golders Green, 
London, N. February 9th, 190. 

Instanto. No. 401,272. Class 13. Sparking plugs. Sydney 
E. Taylor, Frederick О. Ellis, and George E. Т. Archer, 307, 
London Road, Southend-on-Sea. February 27th, 1920. 

B.M.T. British Motor Trading Corporation, Ltd. (lettering 
combined with wheel design). Electrical insulating materials, 
&c. British Motor Trading Corporation, Ltd., 20-22, King 
Street, St. James, London, S. W. May 26th, 1919. 

Platomae. No. 402,366. Class 13. Sparking luga. Pick- 
hard, Dobson & Co., Ltd., 536, Claremont Road, Rusholme, 
Manchester. March 26th, 1920. | | 
. Thomson Electric Welding (lettering, combined with de- 
sign). No. 391,280. Class 18. Electric plant for welding, 
forging, brazing, and soldering. Thomson Electric Welding 
Co., 64, State Street, Boston, U.S.A. May 95th, 1919. 

Resilia. No. 400,077. Class 8. Electrical measuring `n- 
struments. Chas. E. Foster, trading as the Foster Instrument 
Co., Pixmore Avenue, Letchworth. February 27th, 1920. 

New Lamps for Old. The Aladdin Renew Electric Lamp 
Corporation, Ltd. (lettering combined with design). No. 
396,413. Class 13. Incandescent electric lamps (ordinary). 
The Aladdin Renew Electric Lamp Corporation, Ltd., Gros- 
venor Mansions, 82, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. 
October 23rd, 1919. : 

Kayb. No. 399,499. Class 18. Sparking plugs. Thos. 
Kay, trading as A. Kay & Co., Bolton Brass Works, Black- 
horse Street, Bolton. 

Reflex. No. 408,686. Class 13. Sparking plugs. The Reflex 
Ignition Co., 3068 West 106th Street, Cleveland, O., U.S.A. 
May 3rd, 1920. 

Nonsol. No. 401,621. Class 40. Insulating tape principally 
composed of india-rubber. Connolly Bros. Adhesive Tapes and 
Insulating Materials Co., 69, St. Stephen. Street, Salford, 
Manchester. March 9th, 1920. | 


Electrical Installations for Ontario.—H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner at Toronto (Mr. F. W. Field) has informed the 
Department of Overseas Trade that the Hydroelectric Power 
Commission of Ontario has issued a notice to electrical manu- 
facturers, jobbers, and dealers in Ontario to the effect that 
all electrical material, devices, and fittings for use on inside 
electrical installations in the Province of Ontario, must not 
be offered for sale until their design and construction has 
heen approved by the Hydroelectric Power Commission of 
Ontario. (6 Geo. V, Chapter 19, 1916.) Manufacturers whose 
products are approved and listed by other recognised authori- 
ties, and which also meet the requirements of this Commis 
sion, may have same placed on the approval list by making 
application in accordance with Approval Laboratories“ Bulletin 
No. 5, copies of which are on file with the Department of 
Overseas Trade.—Board of Trade Journal. i 


German Debts: Warning. — The Controller of tbe 
Clearing Office (Enemy Debts) desires to warn the publie 
that attempts are being made by German agents or princi- 
pals to obtain direct settlement or pavment of their pre-war 
debts from their British debtors. By the terms of the Treaty 
of Peace Order, 1919, it is unlawful for anv person to pav 
or to accept payment of a debt coming within the provisions 
of Article 296 of the Treaty of Versailles, and communica- 
tion. hetween the parties interested as debtor or creditor i« 
forbidden. Any person contravening this provision is liable 
to he proceeded against and punished as if he had been 
guiltv of the offence of trading with the enemy. Severe 
penaltiea are similarly imposed bv German law on German 
nationals contravening this provision of the Treaty. Persona 
or firms to whom overtures have been. or mav be. made 
for settlement of pre-war debts. except through the Clearing 
Office, are requested to immediately communicate full par- 
ticulars to the Secretary of the Clearing Office (Enemy Debts), 
Cornwall House, Stamford Street, London, S. E. 1. British 
nationals who are creditors of German nationals in respect 
of pre-war debts, and who have not vet notified their claims 
to the Clearing Office, should do so at once, in view of the 
fact that the time limit fixed hv the Treaty for notification 
expires on July 10th. 1990. British nationals, to whom official 
applications have been sent hy the Clearing Office for nav- 
ment of all debts whether above or below £50 admitted to 
be due to German nationals, should pay these debts forth- 
with: failure to do ao increases the interest chargeable against 
the debtor and exposes him to the risk of pavments of Jaw 
costs. British claims to the number of 84.802 were on the 
15th ultimo notified to the German Clearing Office, and a 
further large number will be notified during the present 
month. Ag soon as the notification of the admission of these 
claims has heen received from the German Clearing Office 
payment will he made bv the Controller without further 
request by the British creditor, | 
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Capital of Italian Electrical Companles.— The Economic 
Review reproduces from L’Economista d'Italia of May 2rd, 
the following table showing the amount of capital invested in 
electrical companies up to October 3lst, 1919, according to 
statistics published by the Electrical Engineers’ Association :— 


No. of Capital in 

І i companies L.1,000 
Piedmont `> `. 5. es 3l 122,394.5 
Lombardy | EN ү 2a 94 536,811.9 
Venetia ae ses m iot. - 190,263.0 
Liguria "NE M 168, 880.0 
Emilia Sot Si M ЕЕ 8 b 26.1 
Tuscany... 88 a mx 22 132,494.7 
The Marches m A ме 12 12,505.0 
Umbria " "NN 1 3 1.9 
Abruzzi and Molise e 8 2,297.0 
Campania os - las 30 183,960.05 
Puglia vx TT ius 12 8,454.0 
Calabria Sa ia TN 1L 6,266.0 
Sardinia `... с Р Los 1 120.0 
Sicily б " 2 И 9 18,430.7 


House, London, W.C. 2 

Since the issue of the proclamation the Comunonwealth 
authorities have decided to accept compliance with the under- 
mentioned conditions as a satisfactory alternative to com- 
pliance with the corresponding conditions specified in the 
proclamation, viz. :— | | 

1. The insertion of a tape marked as required between the 
vulcanised tape and outer covering will be accepted in lieu 
of marking on the tape. | 

2. The requirements laid down in the British Engineering 
Standards Association, Report No. 7 of 1919, revised .July, 
1919, will be accepted for the respective grades of cable. 

It is understood that rubber-covered wire purchased from 
the Disposal Board is being exported to Australia not marked 
as required by the proclamation. The High Commissioner 
for Australia has been asked by the Commonwealth Depart- 
inent of Trade and Customs to give publicity to the fact that 
it is not proposed to exempt such wire from the requirements 
in question. 


Large British Water Turbines for Cauvery River Scheme. 
—The order has just been placed with Messrs. Boving & Co., 
Ltd., for four 5,600-H.P. turbines by the Mysore Government 
for the Cauvery river scheme. It is believed that these will 
be the largest Francis turbines ever built in this country, 
though Pelton wheels up to 5,000 H.P. have been built here, 
five of this size being supplied by Messrs. Boving & Co., 
Ltd., to the Tasmanian Government. The turbines now 
ordered by the Government of Mysore will be of the single 
discharge spiral type for a head of 415 ft., and will run at 
500 n.P.M. In addition two Pelton wheels of 450 H.P. are 
required for driving the exciters. These new units form 
the first group of the large machines which are to replace 
the smaller machines now installed, in order to better utilise 
the power available. 


Electrical and Engineering Wage Demands. — The 
Manchester Daily Dispatch states that a ballot is being taken 
among the 55,000 members of the Electrical Trades Union 
throughout the United Kingdom to decide whether, if neces- 
sary, they shall cease work in order to enforce a demand for 
a flat rate of half-a-crown an hour. ‘The date for the return 
of the ballot papers has not yet been fixed, but it is anticipated 
that there will be а big majority in favour of steps being 


taken to secure the rate mentioned. Half-a-crown per hour, 


it is said, would mean an increase of 7d. for the men in the 
Manchester area, 3d. for those in London, a little over 4d. 
for those in Liverpool, and as much as 8d. for workers in 
Scotland and other parts. It is stated that before any notices 
are handed in the Union will make an offer to negotiate with 
the я Trades Federation, the employers’ body con- 
cerned. 

The Birmingham Post reports that at a private meeting at 
Edinburgh of employers in the engineering trades the position 
brought about by the latest demands of the men for increased 
wages was considered, and it was decided to resist those de- 
mands. The men put their claims forward in the form of an 
ultimatum, giving the emplovers three weeks to decide. The 
employers’ meeting was private, but it was decided that not 
another penny should be conceded to the men. The industry 
is now strained to the utmost to meet the concessions already 
granted, and when the three weeks have expired the men 
must either withdraw their demand or all engineering works 
will be closed down and hundreds of thousands of workers 
locked out. At the meeting practically every firm of conse- 
quence was represented. ea ee 


Ve 


State Industries in Germany.— The Exchange Telegraph 
correspondent at Berlin states that although the German 
Government has abandoned plans to  nationalise whole 
brancheg of industry, and has substituted compulsory trusts, 
the State has of late taken into its hands a considerable 
number of important producing concerns. From the General 
Electricity Co. the State has purchased power works near 
Bitterfeld with a capacity of 100,000 xw., which supplies 
Berlin City. The State has taken over the brown coal mines 
in Niederlausitz, and is running the electrically-driven Lauta 
aluminium works, which also produce artificial nitre. A 
large number of other power stations have been taken over 
under the Electricity Law of 1919. The State is also largely 
engaged in nitre production by the Haber and Frank-Caro 
processes, and bas control of almost the whole aluminium 
production, which is mainly an outcome of the Government’s 
investment of 300,000,000 marks in 1915. The State has also 
taken over the important Ilseder smelting works in Hanover. 


Wages in German ladustries.—The Wirtschaftliche 
Rundschau (May 13th) has an article showing the extraordi- 
nary increase in wages in the various German industries in 
the past few years, from which it appears that the very high 
wages earned by individual categories during the war became 
general after the revolution. The result is that Germany's 
economic life is seriously imperilled, as may be gathered from 
the following statistics :— 

In the Rhine Province and Westphalia the ratio of wages 
to every ton of crude steel produced rose from Mk. 16, at the 


beginning of 1914, to Mk. 208 in December, 1919, making a 


twelfold increase in wages alone. The wage advances in 
the war industries between July, 1914, and July, 1918, varied 
from 300 to 400 per cent. The wages of individual categories 
of workers reached a fabulous height. Apart from cases—by 
no means rare—in which, for example, a Berlin highly- 
skilled worker earned Mk. 980, in a 52-hour week, wages of 
Mk. 200 per week were not unusual; a ekilled tinsmith earn- 
ing less than Mk. 100 per week would have been looked for 
in vain in Berlin. In addition to the wages, war allowances 
and other benefits were received by the workers, which cost 
the undertakings considerable sums of money. After the 
revolution, the wave of wage-increases rose to an absolutely 
unprecedented height. According to the Reichsdrbeitsblatt, 
the average daily wage of an industrial worker (juveniles 
included) rose from Mk. 5.18 in March, 1914, to Mk. 13.52 in 
March, 1919; that of a woman worker from Mk. 2.28 to 
Mk. 6, i. e., an advance of 261.0 рег cent. for the former, and 
of 963.9 per cent. for the latter. 

The increase in the metal-working, engineering, and elec- 
trical industries is shown in the following table :— 

Average daily earnings in marks, 


Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Mar. Ino, 
1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. p. o. 


(a) for male workers. 
Metal-working . .. 5.54 6.99 7.46 9.88 12.61 14.13 155.1 
Engineering . . 5.37 6.39 7.33 8.95 12.10 14.79 175.4 


Electrical Industry 4.52 4.99 5.76 9.25 12.06 13.13 190.5 
(b) for female workers. 


Metal-working . . 2.04 2.22 3.46 4.68 5.88 5.69 178.6 
Engineerin . . 2.28 2.80 3.65 4.34 5.65 6.31 1768. 
Electrical Industry 2.75 3.01 3.9) 5.24 6.58 7.96 189.5 


| — Economic Review. 
Company Liquidations.—Surrey ELECTRICAL Co., LTD. 


Windmg up voluntarily. Liquidator, Mr. E. W. E. Blandford, 
227-8, Gresham House, Old Broad Street, E.C. 2. 


KINETIC Co., LTD—A meeting of the creditors was called for 


June 16th, at 43, Gallowgate, Leicester, on June 16th. Liquidator, 
Mr. T. Rimington. _ 

ToRQUAY TRAMWAYS CONSTRUCTION SYNDICATE, LTD. — A 
meeting of members is called for July 12th, at 62 and 68, Queen 


Street, E.C., to hear an account of the winding up from the 


liquidator. 

ALEXANDER DucKHAM & Co, LTD.—Meeting called for July 19th, 
at 4, Broad Street Place, E.C., to hear an account of the winding-up 
from the liquidator, Mr. L. A. Anderson. 


W. A. S. BENSON & Co., LTD., London.—This company is winding. 


up voluntarily, with Mr. H. C. Rabbidge, 32, Poultry, E.C., as 
liquidator. Meeting of creditors, June 28th. 


Trade Аппоппсетепіз, — № Essns. Torre, p & RoBINSON,' 


LTD., of 165, Edmund Street (and Lionel Street), Birmingham, 


have recently purchased the Birmingham business of Messrs. 
Handley & Robinson, Ltd., of tle same addresses. They have also 


acquired offices and stores in London. In addition to being con- 


tracting engineers, they hold a stock of A.C. and D.C. motors. 

Mr. BEN CROSLAND, electrical engineer and contractor, of Brad- 
ford Road, and 3, Branch Road, Batley (Yorks.). has been joined in 
partnership by Mr. H. Bateson, of Bradford, and the business will 
be conducted under the style of Crosland & Bateson. 

Mr. J. G. Royce, of 37, Victoria Street, Bristol, has been 


appointed by the Hart Accumulator Co., Ltd., of Stratford, London, 
as their agent for the sale of the Hart storage battery in the 
south-west district of England (the counties of Gloucester, Somerset, 


Devon, Cornwall and Dorset). 

THE B.E. Co. (or LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM), LTD., states that 
it is desirous of appointing agents for many parta of the United 
Kingdom. 7 


THE BRITISH ELECTRIC TRANSFORMER Co., LTD., of " Tricity" 
Showrooms, Oxford Street, W. 1, has had an additional telephone 


line installed ( Museum 5880 ") to cope with increased business. 


— 
L„„—'.. —2:bñ ¼᷑ ½ĩw0.Mä ¼1?fſßzi-⏓:᷑²ꝗ—G.r!..¶! ыыр у ᷑̃᷑ —‚P.,ͥc———T̃—. é ᷑ T4᷑—᷑¶1ͤ—am—oͤ ... ос ..... —ͤ—— — RE 


782 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol. 86, No. 9,221, JUNR 18, 190), 


The German Transmarine Electricity Co.—The share- 
holders in the Deutsch-Ueberseeische Elektrizitata Gesellschaft of 
Berlin have now approved the transfer of the undertaking to a 
Spanish group. At the recent meeting the chairman mentioned 
that offers had been received from countries of the Entente to take 
over the concern, and also from a Swiss group, but the most 
favourable proposal to the company was that made by the Spanish 
group of banks, The company realised net profits of 2,115,000 
marks in 1919, as compared with 2,872,000 marks in the preceding 
year, and a dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. has been declared on 
the preference capital, as in 1918. 


Catalogues Wanted.— MESSRS. STEEL MORRISON AND 
Co., Sprowston Works, Sprowston Road, Forest Gate, E. 7, electrical 
and general engineers, wish to receive catalogues and lists from 
electrical manufacturers and dealers. 

Messrs. BURRELL, RUSSELL & Co., 104, Shenley Road, Camber- 
wall, 8.E. 5, ask for manufacturers’ catalogues of everything 
electrical suitable for contractors, also shafting. 


Dissolution of Partnership.—Bakxn & Hyman, electrical 
manufacturers, automobile and general engineers, 11 and 13, Port- 
land Crescent, Leeds.—Messrs. W. T. Baker, Н. W. Baker, and 
H. Hyman have dissolved partnership. Messrs. W. T. Baker and 
Н. Hyman will attend to debts and continue the business. 


For. Sale.— The Disposal Board, Ministry of Muni- 
tions, is offering for sale by tender the plant for the production of 
hydrogen and oxygen by electrolysis, situated at Grand Tuevilly, 
near Rouen. For full particulars see our advertisement pages 
to-day. 


Manchester Corporation electricity department invites offers for 
13,000 pairs of Columbia carbons, and 2,000 pairs Conradty carbons 
for open-type arc lamps. For particulars see our advertisement 
peges to-day. 

Vol. I, 


Book Notices.—“ Caledon Welfare Magazine.” 
No.1. (24 pp.) Price 6d. London: Industrial Welfare Society.— 
A new works journal just issued by the Caledon Shipbuilding Co. 
The first number includes, among notices of the many social activi- 
ties of the firm, an article on the ethics of Sportsmanship, by Lieut.- 
Col. E. A. Berrisford, M.C., President of the Oxford University 
Boating Olub, and a clever cartoon by Mr. Bert Thomas, carica- 
turing the suggestion that music might be introduced to accompany 
the more monotonous tasks in industry. There are other contri- 
butions on motor cyoling, athletics, allotments, the effect of 
mechanical inventions on the working man and boy life in China, 
with two pages devoted specially to women. The magazine is well 
printed on good paper, amply illustrated, and neatly laid out. 

„Safety First. The Journal of the British Industrial Safety 
First Association, No. 2. May, 1920. (16 pp). А report of the 
first annual general meeting and the first annual dinner is included 
in this issue. Other interesting items are notes on Safety First," 
from a variety of sources, industrial and otherwise.  . 

"Faraday House Journal. Vol. III, No. 6. (Summer Term, 
1920). (18 pp.).—This issue includes au interesting and inform- 
ative paper on The Electrostatic Capacities of Cylindrical Con- 
ductors,” by Dr. Alexander Russell (Principal), as well as an account 
of the annual dinner of the Old Students' Association. Lists of 
examination results and recent appointments secured by students 
are given. 

Scientific Paper No. 378 of the 0.8. Bureau of Standards, А 
New Spectropyrheliometer and Measurements of the Component 
Radiations from the Sun and from a Quartz Mercury Vapour 
Lamp.” Pp. 17. Washington: Government Printing Office. 
Price 5 cents.—The instrument described consists of a quartz 
spectrograph and cylindrical condensing lens, placed upon an 
equatorial mounting. In this manner the ultra-violet absorption 
in heliostat mirrors is avoided. Notes on the relative components 
of infra-red, visible and ultra-violet rays from the sun and from a 
quartz mercury arc lamp, are given. 

" Mlements of Electrotechnics.” By A. P. Young. Pp. viii + 
348; 179 figs. London: Sir I. Pitman & Sons, Price 7s. 6d. net. 

“Steam Turbines.” By J. A. Moyer. Pp. xi + 496; 222 figs. 
London : Chapman & Hall. Price 21s, net. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings. HoRAcE HENRY SHAVE 
(trading as Н. Н. Roberta), electrician, 228, Sultan Road, Porta- 
mouth.—The public examination of this debtor was held at Porta- 
mouth on June 7th. In answer to the interrogation of Mr. G. 8. Hop- 
kins, the Deputy Official Receiver, the debtor said he joined the Navy 
as a domestic in November, 1906, and left in March, 1908 ; herejoined 
as officers’ cook in December, 1913, and finally left in September, 
1916, for medical reasons, He then travelled in the eale of 
enamelled letters, out of which he made a livelihood, until 
October, 1919, when he commenced trading on his own account as 
an electrician. He had had some experience in electrical work, 
having previously been employed in the telephone service. 
When he commenced on his own account he had no capital beyond 
£13 58., the amount of his gratuity on leaving the Service. The 
six months which he had been in business had barely paid him a 
living profit, and in October he was obliged to suspend his operations, 
owing chietly to the difliculty in getting the necessary tubing. He 
continued for some time after the knowledge of his insolvency, in 
the hope that matters would improve. He became aware of his 
insolvency about five weeks prior to filing his petition. He had 
kept no books of account of any description, and in applying for 
work he had underestimated the cost of it, and this had been one 
of the things which led to his failure. The liabilities amounted 
to about £85, and the assets were of the net value of £11, leaving 
& deficiency of £71, The examination was closed, 


E. 8. ELAM and J. WALTON (Elam, Walton & Co.), electricians, 
63, King Edward Street, Kingston-upon-Hull.—Heceiving order 
made June 8th. First meeting June 25th; public examination, 
July 12th. 

GEORGE FREDERICK KIVERON, electrical engineer, Goulders 
Place, Atteroliffe Common, Sheffield, late 38, Shrewsbury Road, 
Sheffield.— The public examination of this debtor was held on 
June 10th, at the County Court Hall, Bank Street, Sheffield. 
According to the statement of affairs submitted, his liabilities 
amounted to £664, and assets £330. Debtor stated he was Dutch, 
and came to this country in 1909, and set up business in 1918 after 
serving inthe Army. His stock was supplied on credit, and the 
business was very successful at first. His business was so 
successful that at one time he had to employ nine men. Since July 
last, however, the business had not been so successful, and he bad 
lost money on contracta. He had started books, bat as he could 
not write English very well, he had got mixed ap. The examina- 
tion was adjourned. 


Catalogues and Lists.—AUTOMATIC AND ELECTRIC 
FURNACES, LTD., 281-283, Gray's Inn Road, W.C. 1.—Advance сору 
of a new catalogue (15 pp.) of “ Wild-Barfield " electric furnaces. 
Owing to the advance in mass production methods, larger sizes 
have been developed, and furnaces for the hardening of long 
articles, such as cam-shafts, tools, &c., are being manufactured. 

THE BRITISH-THOMSON-HovusTon Co., LTD., Rugby.—Descrip- 
tive List No. 4154 B (82 p.p), dealing with ironclad oil-break 
switchgear of many types. Profusely illustrated throughout, and 
giving ordering instructions. 

Messrs. WERTHEIMER & WHITE, 64, Victoria Street, 8.W.1.— 
Leaflet describing Dawson hardened copper and its various uses. 

THE B.E. Co. (oF LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM), LTD., Hendon 
House, 57, Upper Thames Street, Е.С. 4.—Illustrated leaflet giving 
descriptions and prices of " Hendon" British-made drawn wire 
lamps. 

Messrs. WATSON & Sons (ELECTRO-MEDICAL), LTD., Sunic 
House, Parker Street, Kingsway, W.C. 2.—Bulletin 26 8. An 
illustrated and priced pamphlet (16 pp.) dealing with Sunic " 
X-rays tube stands and radiographic couch. 

THE П.ғовр Dry BATTERY Co., LTp., 83, Wool Exchange, 
Coleman Street, E.C. 2.— Illustrated leaflet dealing with the Inert" 
combined battery and case. 

THE GENERAL ELEcTRIC Co., LTD., 67, Queen Victoria Street, 
E.0.4.—A well-illustrated catalogue (X section, 13th edition, 
36 pp.) dealing with switchboards and switchgear, sealing boxes, 
o. Fully priced. 

The Anti-Dumping Bill.—The Prime Minister cannot 
at present name a date for the re-introduction of the Anti 
Dumping Bill. 

Holidays.—Mxssns. A. REYROLLE & Co., Lb., of 
Hebburn-on-Tyne, notify that their works will be closed {бш 


Saturday, June 19th, until Monday morning, June 28th, it being 
Race Week. 


- 


LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Accrington.— YEAR’s WonkING.—AÀ loss of £989 was 
incurred by the electricity undertaking during the year ended 
March 31st last. Although the units sold fell from 6,948,390 to 
6,705,274, the revenue increased from £45,223 to £57,450. 


Athy (Co. Kildare)—Evecrric LIGHTING SCHEME.— 


The estimated cost of the proposed electric lighting scheme for the 
town is stated at £13,000. 


Australia, — TASMANIA. — HyDRO-ELECTRIC SCHEME.— 
Giving evidenoe at Queenstown before the Publio Works Committee 
on the matter of the construction of a road to link up Hobart and 
the West Coast, Mr. Huntly Clark, engineer of the Mount Lyell 
Co., said that the proposed King River hydro-electric power scheme 
would be capable of yielding 70,000 H.P. He had the data of 
four schemes within 10 miles of Queenstown, with a total of 
110,000 н.Р. The proposed road from Gormanston to Lake St. 


Clair would be invaluable for the distribution of power to other 


parte of the State. 

MELBOURNE STBIKE.—Owing to a strike of employés at the 
power stations, the public services have been suspended. It is 
feared that the strike will become general. 

MUNICIPAL UNDERTAKINGS IN N.S.W.—The report of the Local 
Government Departmentof the New South Wales Legislature for the 
year ended June, 1919, shows that 7 out of 14 electricity trading under- 
takings sold electricity at less than its cost price, the loss ranging 
from 5'33d. per unit to 21d. per unit. The largest loss per unit of 
electricity was incurred by the undertaking at Tenterfield, but as 
trading operations did not commence until 1917, the result for the 
year under review cannot be considered as indicating the result 
which will be obtained when the undertaking has become 
thoroughly established. Five undertakings show profits varying 
from 1°29d. per unit in the case of Broken Hill to '44d. per unit at 
Goulburn, 'fhe particulars of the units of electricity sold by the 
undertakings at Moss Vale and Penrith were not furnished to the 
Department. There was, however, a loas in trading at Moss Vale, 
and a profit at Penrith, All but three of the electricity trading 
undertakings show a net return on the capital invested. The 
highest return, viz., 13°21 per cent. on the capital invested, is shown 
by the undertaking at Broken Hill, The undertaking at Goulburn 


pA d ——————"C" С АЕ С ——À————————————— ————Ä——— a 


a 


Vol 86. No. 3,221, Јоха 18, 1999] THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. | 788 


shows a return of 8°46 per cent., that at Tamworth 8'16 per cent., 
and that at Newcastle 7°69 per cent. on the capital invested. The 
most striking result is shown by the Newcastle undertaking. It 
has been converted from an unprofitable to a very profitable conoern 
during recent years. Moreover, tbis result has. been achieved by 
trading operations only. The ratepayers have not been asked to 
assist the undertaking by levies in the form of loan rates. 


Ballycastle (Co. Antrim).—PusLic Ligutinc.—At the 
last monthly meeting of the Urban Council a communication was 
read offering the local gasworks for sale. The chairman said that, 
во far from buying over the gasworks, the town should be lighted 
by electricity, and several members concurred that when the 
Council had waited so long it should wait till it could have 
electric light. 


Bangor.— YEaR’s WorkinG.—In his annual report for 
the year ended March 31st last, the electrical engineer announces 
а gross profit of £1,058. The Corporation is urged to reopen 
negotiations with the North Wales Power Со. for a bulk supply, in 
order to obviate the increases in price which will be necessary if 
the present plant remains the sole source of supply. 


Barrow.—Everctaicitry | SuPPLy.—In Committee, the 
Council decided to defer a recommendation from the Electricity 
Committee to approve of a resolution that an adequate supply of 
electricity is necessary for the industrial development and well- 
being of this district. In order that this supply may be provided, 
and the sources of power available in the district may be utilised 
to the greatest advantage, this Council considers that a Joint 
Electricity Authority should, with the least possible delay, be 
constituted for the Furness and South Cumberland District, under 
the Electricity Supply Act, 1919, and undertakes to co-operate in the 
formation of such authority. The Council, therefore, requests the 
Electricity Commissioners to take the necessary steps for deter- 
mining the area of the district, and for the establishment of a Joint 
Electricity Authority." 


Bootle.—P&oPoskp ExTENSIONS.—It was stated at a 
recent Council meeting that Liverpool was unable to meet the 
obligation to provide a bulk supply at a moment's notice under the 
linking up agreement, and it was, therefore, decided to apply for 
permission to augment the generating plant. Sanction is being 
sought to a loan of £40,000. 


Brighton.— EXTENSION OF AREA.—The supply area of 
the Brighton undertaking will, no doubt, be greatly extended in 
the near future. Hove has already accepted the terms for a bulk 
supply, and Portslade, Southwick, Shoreham, Newhaven, and 
Rottingdean, are also considering taking supplies from Brighton. 


Burton-on-Trent.—PowER SuPPLY.—The Town Council 
has applied to the Board of Trade for permission to supply elec- 
tricity to several South Derbyshire manufacturers whose works are 
outside the area of supply. 


Bury St. Edmunds.— ExrENSTONS.—In adopting the 
Electricity Committee’s report, the Council decided to apply for 
sanction to borrow £12,200 to carry out necessary extensions, and 
to cover expenditure already made in this connection. 


Continental.—FRANck.—The Brussels company, which 
is the concession-holder for the supply of electricity in many 
localities of the Département du Nord, has applied to the French 
Government for an inorease of the rebate allowed on English coal 
from 150 to 250 fr. per ton; also for an increase іп the tariff 
charges for gas and electricity allowed in the localities served. 
The high cost of imported coals causes a loss on the undertaking. 
Another aspect of the coal question has arisen in connection with 
the Government's restrictions of the periods of electric lighting. 
The Mayor of Toulon had applied to the Minister of the Interior 
for exemption from the restrictions on the ground that the elec- 
tricity supplied to the city was water-generated. The argument 
was cogent, and seemed unanswerable; but the Minister replied 
that the surplus in Toulon resulting from the restrictions would be 
available in neighbouring localities, and, moreover, no exception 
could be made in the case of any city, like Toulon, more favourably 
situated than others, 

SPAIN.—The report of the Sociedad Hidroelectrica Espanola, at 
the general meeting in March, was mainly concerned with the 
progreas made with the new station at the Dos Aguas Falls, on the 
Jucar River. This, if no unforeseen hindrances occur, is expected 
to be completed by the middle of next year, in anticipation of 
which contracts have been placed for all the hydraulic and electrical 
plant needed for its working. The output of all the company's 
undertakings in the past year totalled 130, 175,158 Kw.-hours, or 
14,129,420 more than in the foregoing year. The price of coal, 
which continued abnormally high, had caused heavy losses in the 
thermic stations, having amounted to 2,075,000 pesetas, or about 
1,800,000 more than in normal years, In hopes of the early 
inauguration of the Dos Aguas Falls station, demands for power 
had come in from the whole region of the Levant, the most 
important industries being represented, and, if success crowned 
their efforts, as was confidently expected, all the places which con- 
stituted their market would be amply served. The profit and loss 
account showed a profit, including the balance from previous years, 
of 3,708,804 pesetas, which is distributed as follows :—5 per cent. 
to reserve, 185,440 pesetas; Council's fees, 74 per cent., 278,160 
pesetas; dividend of 6 per cent. on Coupon No. 11, 1,000,000 
pesetas; ditto on Coupon No. 12, 1,000,000 pesetas ; dividend tax, 
65,740 pesetas; company's Benevolent Fund, 20,000 pesetas, and 
balance carried forward, 1,159,464 pesetas. This result confirmed 


the anticipations of the report for 1919, and constituted an assur- 
ance for the future. The Electra de Lima (Portugal)—an offshoot 


of the company had increased its capital from 4,000,000 to 


10,000,000 pesetas, which had been distributed among holders of 
shares in circulation. With the help of most important industrial 
concerns, the Hidroelectrica had contributed to the creation of the 
Sociedad de Electrificacion Industrial, with a capital of 5,000,000 
pesetas. The objeota of this company were the electric conversion 
of transport, the study and development of large waterfals, and the 
manufacture of electrical machinery. Other companies in which 
the Hidroelectrica has interests are the Union Electrica de 
Cartagena and the Co-oporativa Electra de Madrid. 

Concessions have recently been granted for the establishment of 
plants to utilise the water power of the Tajo by the Sociedad 
Hidroelectrica Lobinillas, and of the rivers Bairola, Chisaguer and 
Cinea, in the Province of Huesa, by the Sociedad Hidroelectrica, 
Iberica. 

'Darwen.—BULK SuPPLYv.—The Corporation has decided 
to arrange for an additional supply of electricity from Blackburn. 
High-tension mains are to be laid underground from the borough 
boundary to the electricity works, at an estimated cost of £27,000. 
It is anticipated that the supply will be available for the coming 

Dorchester,—PRoPoseD MuwiciPAL PURCHASER.— The 
Town Council has decided, in response to a letter from the Electric 
Light Co.,to re-open negotiations for the purchase of the local 


electricity undertaking. An offer of £8,500 had been made, but | 


this was refused by the company. 


Honghton-le-Spring.—Houss Licutinc.—The Urban 
District Council has decided to approach the Electric Light Co. as 
to a supply of electricity to the houses being erected by the Council. 


India. — Mysore ELECTRICAL  SCHEME.— There are 
several schemes before the Government for the purpose of still 
further developing the Cauvery Falls. The immediate needs of the 
Stete of Mysore, the cities of Mysore and Bangalore, the Gold 
Fields of Kolar, &c., are met by the existing 25,000 H. P., but in 
the near future more power will be needed, and to that end the 
Government has sanctioned sixth installation at Sivasamudram. 
Much of the old plant, which has done good service, is to be 
sorapped. The new installation will supply the Kolar Gold Fields 
and Bangalore. In addition to this, the other schemes before the 
Government include the harnessing of the Shimsha Falls and the 
Mekadatu Falls. The potentialities of the Shimsha Falls are said 
to be great. The late Captain Dawes, who lost his life in the 
survey of the Cauvery, expected to get by pipe line a elear fall of 
720 ft., taking the supply 40 miles upriver. The scheme would 
probably cost about 70 lakhs of rupees. The scheme at Mekadatu 
is much smaller, апд would cost about 39 lakhs of rupees. The 
electrical engineer has given his opinion to the effect that the Falls 
should be utilised as speedily as possible. It is estimated that when 
all the schemes have materialised the combined power will repre- 
sent 100,000 н.р. at the very least. The price of coal in India is 
now prohibitive, so that a cheap power supply is absolutely 
necessary. 

Kettering.—Loans Sancrionep.—The Electricity Com- 
missioners have sanctioned loans for £9,284 for plant at the Urban 
District Council's electricity works. 


Lincoln.—YEkaR's WorKING.—The report on the elec- 
tricity undertaking for the year ended March 31st last, records an 
increase in revenue of £25,332 and an additional expenditure of 
£22,202. The net profit for the year was £3,141, which, with the 
balance brought forward, totals £5,124. £5,000 is to be placed in 
the depreciation fund. 

EXTENSIONS.—The ultimate cost of the St. Swithin's extension 
scheme, which was originally estimated at £250,000, is now stated 
to be £400,000. 


Liverpool,—Nxw SwrrcHaEAR.—Switchgear in connec- 
tion with the new generating plant at Lister Drive power station 
is to be purchased by the Liverpool Corporation at a cost of 
£6,693, | 


London.—St. MARYLEBONE.—The Borough Council is 
applying to the Electricity Commissioners for permission to give а 
bulk supply to the Hampstead Borough Council, and for sanction 
to the expenditure of £9,500 for the provision of the necessary 
cables. 

ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION.—The London County Oouncil has 
prepared a return relating to the supply of electricity in and 
around the County of London. The total number of units sold 
during the year 1917-18 was, after allowing for intersales, 
449,696,063 by the London undertakings, and 167,204,097 by the 
extra-London undertakings. These figures show increases in the 
period of four years sinoe 1913-14 of 130,715,453 units, or 41 per 
cent., and 39,858,827 units, or 31:3 per cent. respectively. The 
analysis of the 449,686,063 units sold by the London undertakings 
gives the following results :—Public street lighting, 9,018,088 ; 
other lighting, 115,105,312 ; power, heat, and traction, 318,903,616 ; 
and bulk, 6,659,047. It will be seen that power and heat supplies 
account for 71 per cent. of the total units sold, and that such sup- 
plies were nearly three times as great as those for private lighting. 

NoN-UNION LABOUR.—As announced in our “Correspondence " 
columns, the Trade Unions represented on the Joint Industrial 
Council for Electricity Supply, No. 10 (Greater London) Area, have 
decided to cease work on July Ist if any non-Union labour is 
employed in any supply undertaking in the district, and from that, 
date will refuse to connect up work done by non-Union labour. 
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Malton (Vorks.).— Ровис Ligutinc. — The Urban 
District Council has accepted the tender of the Northern Counties 
Electric Supply Co. for lighting by 124 50. C. P., lamps for three 
years, at £580 128. 6d. per annum. 


,, Manchester. —SALE or UxDERTAKIxG.— The Corpora- 
tion has accepted an offer from the Stockport Corporation for the 
purchase of the Heaton Norris undertaking. It has also arranged 
to give a bulk supply to Stockport for a period of 10 years. 

BULK SuPPLY.—An application from the Lancashire Power 
Supply Co. for а supply of electricity from the new power station 
at Barton, when completed, is under the considcration of the Elec- 
tricity. Committee, 


Market Drayton.— Pux.tc Licgutinc.—The Urban District 
Council has asked the Electric Light Co. to submit an estimate for 
public lighting, and the conversion of the gas lamps. 


Navan (Со. Meath).—Licutina SCHEME.—At a special 
meeting of the Council, on Thursday last, Mr. J. J. Woods, con- 
sulting engineer, was in attendance, and submitted three alter- 
native schemes for the lighting of the town. The first was 
estimated at £12,090, and the generating and distributing costs at 
l0jd. per unit, suction gas engines to be the prime movers. 
The second scheme included the purchase of the local gas company's 
premises, and generating with town gas. The estimated cost, 


exclusive of the purchase of the gas works, was £10,245, and the 


generating and distributing costs, ll'àd, The third scheme was 
the offer of а local saw mill owner to supply power, the Council 
installing all the necessary electric plant. The estimated cost was 
£7,835, and the distributing cost 6'16d. After the various schemes 
had been explained in detail, the last was adopted, subject to the 
Council’s ability to obtain a satisfactory lease of the land for 
generator, battery and switchboard-rooms. 


Newhaven.— ELECTRICITY SurrLy.—It is stated that 
the cost of providing the necessary plant for supplying Seaford and 
Newhaven from the Eastbourne station would be £25,000, and the 
Electricity Commissioners consider that it will be more advan- 
tageous to supply the towns from Brighton. . 


Nottingham.—ELEOrRICITVY SUPPLY.— The Corporation 
received a letter from the Derbyshire and Notts. Electric Power 
Co., stating that the company was about to erect a new station on 
the Trent in accordance with a programme arranged prior to the 
war, but temporarily suspended. The company intimated its 
preparedness to enter into an arrangement to supply the Corpora- 
tion, but the chairman of the Electricity Committee urged the 
Corporation to геғегуе the right to supply electricity in the 
Nottingham area to itself. A motion to postpone consideration of 
the Electricity Committee’s report upon extensions was negatived, 
and the proposed scheme will be proceeded with. 


Portrash.—ExcLusion FROM AnEA.—At a meeting of 
the Urban District Council a petition was submitted from residents 
of Dhu Varren protesting againat the exclusion of that area from 
the proposed electrical supply scheme. It was explained, however, 
at the meeting that if the loan of £15,000 was sufficient, both the 
old and new areas would be embraced in the scheme, but, if not. 
Dhu Varren would be provided for in a separate scheme. 


' Rochdale.— YEARS WORKING, &c.— The electricity out- 
put for the year ended March 31st, amounted to 15,295,759 units, 
an increase of 5°4 per cent. on the previous year. The increase in 
consumers, particularly for lighting has been the greatest recorded, 
and the result for the years working shows a surplus of 
£14,320 188. lld., of which the Committee recommends that 
£5,000 be placed to the relief of the rates, and the remainder 
allotted to the reserve fund, which now stands at £12,871. The 
Committee has decided to negotiate for a further bulk supply 
from the Lancashire Electric Power Co, of 8,000 KW., and to lay 
new E.H.T, mains to the districts of Firgrove, Balderstone, and 
Spotland. The application made for sanction to the borrowing 
of £68,500 has been granted without the necessity of a local 


inquiry. 
Sheffield. NEW POLICY. — When the question of increased 
charges was introduced at the recent Council meeting, Mr. J. G. 
Graves moved the rejection of the report, and put forward a pro- 
posal to charge for lighting and power on the same basis. From 
the subsequent discussion, in the course of which Mr. Graves's 
proposal was designated as sentimental and unbusinesslike, it 
would appear that his object was to reduce lighting charges to tle 
same level as power charyea, which, it was stated, would cause an 
annual loss of £51,211. Mr. Graves's contention was that as the 
same machinery and cables were used for both purposes, the cost 
to each class of consumer should be the same. The amendment 


was carried by a vote of 24 to 21. 


South Africa, — EXTENSIONS AT PRETORIA. — The 
Pretoria Town Council has received authorisation from the 
Government for capital expenditure amounting to & 261.000. The 
bulk of the money will provide for additional electric power 
stations, consisting of a new generating station at Mitchell Street, 
equipped with 6,000 Kw. of plant, and a 3,000-K w. sub- station at 
Schoeman Street. The estimated cost is £200,000, inclusive of 
£15,000 for the construction of a dam on the western town lands 
to provide water for a new power station, Pretoria iron mines, and 
other industrial undertakings. To provide fora “ make-up of at 
least 500,000 gallons per day, an additional expenditure of £25,000 


will be necessary on the dam. These proposals are pan w 
parcel of the development of Pretoria West as an industrial ceny 
-—Board of Trade Journal. - 

ELECTRIC LIGHTING SCHEME.—The Standerton Town Comi 
has approved a scheme prepared by Mr. Hodge, the town елү 
which provides for a steam engine and generator for three phus 
current at 3,300 volts, 50 cycles, with high-tenaion cables laid y 
distributing centres, transformed down to 415 volts for pore, 
and 230 volts for lighting, and for the pumping station a 330; 
overhead transmission line. Following are the figures of estimats 
cost :—Buildings, £2,000 ; 130-Kw. plant, £8,450; water srie 
£100 ; distribution, £1,500 ; transmission line to pumping sat» 
41,950; electrification of pumping station, £1,650; for an. 
tingencies and possible advance in prices, £1,350 ; total, 2170... 
Engineering in South Africa, 


Stoke-on-Trent.— ELECTRICITY Suppiy.—It was state 
at a recent Council meeting that consumers in the Fenton distrig 
had complained of an inadequate supply of electricity, although › 
bulk supply was being transmitted to Newcastle. The chim 
of the Electricity Committee pointed out that the Electricity Con. 
missioners had ordered this bulk supply as a part of s gene 
scheme, and the Council was bound by a 10 years’ agreement, 


Stratford-on-Avon, — PURCHASE ABANDONED. — Tk 
Town Council has decided to discontinue the negotiations for tk 
purchase of the undertaking of the electricity company. Ty 
Council has agreed to the company increasing the charge fo 
electricity up to 18. per unit. 55 


Sudbury.—ELEOrRTIOIrT SuPPLY.— Unanimous арро 
has been given by the Council to a scheme for the supply of ele. 
tricity to the town, proposed by the East Anglian Electricity, Ltd 
The company intends to erect a 600-H.P. station, and to utilise the of 
post office as a showroom. Distribution will be effected by bor. 
voltage overhead linea, and it is hoped to be able to supply st 
cheap rates, 


Sunderland, —ExTEN&1ONS.— The Corporation electricity 
department has engaged the British Engine, Boiler, and Electric 
Insurance Со. to supervise the construction of the new boiler bow 
plant and installation at Sunderland ; 3,208 square yards of land han 
been bought in Farrington Row, at a cost of 10s. per square yard 
for the purpose of the extensions. 


Trowbridge.—Pusiic Глантіма.— The Urban Distric 
Council has invited the E.S. Co. to submit a price for publi 
lighting in competition with the gas company. 


Walsall, — ExTENSIONS. — The Corporation Electric 
Supply Committee proposes that, with a view to meeting demaud 
for electricity, extensions of mains and feeders be carried out 
to supply current to certain premises, at a cost of £1,470 ; ші 
further, that application be made to the Electricity Commision 
for sanction to borrow £15,000 for the purposes of the undertaking, 
including £12,000 for extensions of mains. 


Wimbledon. — LOANS Sancrionep.—The Town Council 
has received consent to à loan of £16,000 for mains and service. 
and £2,100 for transformer sub-stations, and also permission to 
install two boilers, &c. 


Wolverhampton.—New PrANT.—The electrical engineer 
has been authorised to negotiate and arrange for the supply of an 
additional 500 Kw. of converter plant, at a cost not exceeding 
£ 3,000, plus 10 per cent. for contingencies, 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES 


Accrington.—YEAR’s WonkiNG.— There was a los of 
£295 on the tramway undertaking for the past year. Revenue 
increased to £50,163 from £41,633, and the working expenses also 
increased in proportion. The total amount taken from the mie 
since the system was inaugurated, and not yet repaid, is £4,558. 

RENEWAL OF TRACK.—It was stated at a meeting of the Tow 
Council that in three years’ time it would be necessary to relay the 
tramway track at an estimated cost of £60,000 to £70,000. The 
fares are to be increased 50 per cent. 


Bolton.—PROUAULE Extension.—The Tramways Com- 
mittee here, faced with possible motor-omnibus opposition 5 
Wigan, is considering extending the tramway system to te 
industrial township of Westhampton. 


Bradford.—TRamway Lossks.—At last week's full City 
Council meeting it was stated that the tramway undertaking n 
losing money at the rate of £30,000 a year. It was decided pe 
a special Committee meeting to deal with the matter, and id 
mend to the Council what steps should be taken to increase! 
revenue. It is considered extremely likely that some adjnstme 
of stages will be made whereby 1d. stages, but for shorter distance 
can again be introduced. . ine the 

INSPECTORS’ WAGES,—At a recent City Council megat if 
weekly wages of tramway inspectors were raised to £5, inste 
&4 168., аз had been previously recommended, 
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Borton-on-Trent.— Fart Inckeask.—The proposal of 
the Public Works and Tramways Committees to increase the 
fares and make 2d. the new minimum, with the exception of work- 
men’s and children’s tickets, has been approved by the Town 


Council. An amendment in favour of overlapping ld. stages was 
defeated. 


Continental. — SPAIN. — The Commercial Secretary to 
H.M. Embassy, Madrid, states that application has been made by 
the Banco Espanol de Credito" for authorisation to install a 
Metropolitan Railway at Bilbao, the estimated cost of which 18 
13 million pesetas. 


The scheme consists of two lines. The first starts from the 
Square de los Santos Juanes, and passes through a tunnel and in 
a straight line to the Institute, with an underground station whicb 
wil link up the Lezama Railway. The line continues to the 
railway station of Las Arenas, and here another underground 
station is to be constructed, which will be called Arenal, between 
the Church of San Nicolas and the Bank of Bilbao ; from here, in 
a straight line, and passing under the River Nervion, the line goes 
on to the Plaza Circular, where there will be another station, with 
lifts; it then continues along the Gran Via, with a station at 
Diputacion, Plaza Eliptica, Park, and San Mamos, and twists to the 
left, following the Alameda, with two stations, called Alameda ard 
Basurto, and going on to La Casilla, where the first line terminates. 

The second concession starts from the Casilla Station, the 
terminus of the first line, and goes on through the Calle de la 
Autonomia, with stations at Echaniz, Amezola, and Plaza de 
Zalalburu ; it then passes through the San Francisco quarter, with 
stations called San Francisco, Miravilla, and Bilbao la Vieja, and, 
crossing the river over the San Anton Bridge, joins the first line at 
the station at Achuri. 

The lengths of these two lines are respectively 3,458 and 1,949 
metres, and the estimated cost respectively is 8,205,679 and 
4,554,192 pesetas, 

A double line will be constructed of 1-metre gauge, as it has 
been considered preferable to adopt this kind of line, which allows 
of the joining up of the Metropolitano with allthe narrow-gauge 
stations of Bilbao, which will then be able to carry goods trains 
during the night, when the passenger traffic has ceased. 

In consequence of the large number of stations projected, 
situated at distances between 200 and 300 m. apart, all the principal 
centres of the town will be served, reduciug the congestion in the 
streets, and increasing the rapidity and economy of communication 
between the different quarters. 


Doblin.—Wace Increase.—Negotiations between the 
Dublin United (Electric) Tramway Co. and their employés have 
resulted in an increase of 8s. per week for every worker over 
18 years of age, youths under 18 to receive 4s. per week, vanmen 
and parcel ‘checkers 6s., women 48., and боув 28. Before this latest 
arrangement motormen were paid £3 10s, 5d. for a six-day week, 
and conductors £3 85s. 1d., with extra pay for Sunday work. 


Huddersfield.— F ARE Increase. — The car fares were 
increased on June 12th. No alteration has been made in the 14d. 
and 2d. fares, but the longer distance fares have been advanced 
by approximately 60 per cent. Children's fares have now a ld. 
minimum, as against Id., with half-fares for other rates. The 
recent wages award of 10s. per week will cost the Committee 
£16,000 a year. 

In consequence of numerous public requests for more, and later, 
Sunday evening car facilities, the tramway manager has requested 
the tramwaymen to work an hour longer on Sunday evenings. A 
ballot is being taken by the men on the question, 


Leeds.— Fare Increase.—The increased tramway fares 
decided upon by the City Council took effect on June 10th. The 
receipts ou that day were £2,451, from 359,381 passengers carried. 
On the previous Thursday the figures were £2,129 from 363,804 
passengers, The returns at present are tluctuating and unreliable 
as a basis upon which to judge the effect of the increase. 


London.— UNDERGROUND FARES. A Select Committee 
of the House of Commons has passed the London Electric Railway 
Companies (Fares) Bill, thereby giving assent to the temporary 
raising of the maximum 8cale of fares and charges proposed by the 
promoters. Clauses were adjusted, and the effect of the Bill, 
as it now stands, is to give the companies a temporary power to 
charge а maximum fare at the rate of IId. a mile third-class and 
3d. a mile first-class. They have also obtained the power to charge 
a minimum initial fare of 2d. third-class and 4d. first-class, however 
short a distance the passenger may travel. Workmen's return 
tickets may be issued at the price of a single ordinary fare.— 
Morning Post. 

SHORT STRIKE.—On June !0th the wiremen at the Brimsdown 
power station ceased work owing to delay iu paying increased rates. 
The matter was settled in a few hours, and a stoppage of the 
Metropolitan Electric Tramways thereby averted. 


New Zealand.— CHRISTCHUnCH.— The revenue account 
of the Christchurch Tramway Board for the year ended March 31st 
shows a deficiency of £1,237, as against a surplus of £2,741 for the 
previous year. The earnings were £205,976.0perating expences 
£145,960, and standing charges £61,253, The position was 
regarded as satisfactory considering the increases in wages and 
cost of material and the trouble incurred during the year. The 


deficiency is the first since the inception of the tramways.— Auck- 
lund Weekly News, "aT ; 


North-Eastern Railway.—EXPERIMENT.—In order to 
determine whether it was practicable to employ a third-rail system 
with a shoe fitting underneath the flange of the rail, the N.E. 
Railway Co. has been conducting experiments on a apecially con- 
structed part of the track between York and Scarborough. The 
chief point of investigation was the engaging of the shoe with the 
rail after the passing of a railless portion of the track, as it is in- 
tended to use this method in conjunction with an overhead trolley 
system, the latter to be employed in negotiating long crossings, shunt- 
ing yards, and stations. It is understood that the system proved quite 
satisfactory in this respect even when high speeds were employed. 
This is the first trial of the system in this country, although it is 
being satisfactorily employed on the Central Argentine Railway. 
The latter system was described in the ELECTRICAL REVIEW of 
November Ist, 1918 (p. 411). 


Nottingham.—Y EAn's Workinc.—The total revenue for 
the past year's working waa £378,918, and the expenditure totalled 
£294,224. The balance of £84,724 (which fell from £103,988 for 
the previous year) was distributed as follows: — 24,000 to rate 
relief, £24,286 to redemption of capital, £18,270 to reserve and 
renewals funds, £16,168 to interest on loans, and £2,000 to the 
accidents reserve fund. The total number of passengers carried 
increased by about 6 millions to 58,749,654, and the total mileage 
from 3,572,973 to 4,088,570. The total contributed to rate relief 
by the undertaking since 1902 amounts to £350,000. 


South Afrlca.—JoHANNESBURG.— The tramway strike 
was settled on May 20th ; the men gave way on all pointa, but the 
Council promised that an inquiry should be held into the working 
of the Advisory Committee. The feeling of the community was 
very strongly indicated against the strikers, and the Citizens’ Pro- 
tection League was able to maintain a voluntary system of motor 
transport for women workers and aged people. The strikers did 
not have the support of the other Unions. 

East LoNDOoN.— The strike of tramway employés is not settled, 
and the cars are still idle. The latest development is that the 
Council has given notice to the strikers to gend in their uniforms, 
and has invited applications from men to run the service. "These 
applications have been sufficiently numerous to enable the Council 
to decide to re-start the service with a fresh staff. 


Thornaby.—Power SuPPLv.—]lt was reported to the 
Town Council that in connection with the Teesside tramway arbi- 
tration the Joint Committee for Stockton and Thornaby had agreed 
that the power for this part of the system should be purchased 
from the Stockton Corporation Electricity Department, the latter 
undertaking not to make any “undue profit.” The Corporation 
feels, however, that this is not sufficiently explicit, and Stockton 
has been asked to agree to a definite maximum rate of profit based 
upon the bank rate. 


Tramway Dispute ней. —The latest claim for higher 
wages by tramway employés has been settled. A flat rate increase 
of 9s. will be applied to the London area, and District Industrial 
Councils are to make awards of from 78. to 93, increase in their 
areas. 


West Hartlepool.— Y EAR's WoRKING,— There was a 
gross profit of. £6,625 on the working of the tramways during the 
past year, and a surplus of £863 was carried to reserve. | 


Wolverhampton.— YraAn's WonkiNG.—The gross profit 
on the tramways for the past year was £21,828, making with 
profits from the motor-char-i-bancs undertaking a total of £22,204, 
This has been distributed as follows :—Interest on capital, £4,660 ; 
income-tax, 4 4, 214; repayment of loans, £6,564; additions and 
improvements, £928; and to reserve and renewals fund, £5,838. 
It is anticipated that £11,000 will be spant on reconstruction 
during the current period, 

CHANGE OF SYSTEM. — The Tramways Committee recently 
reported to the Corporation upon the question of changing 
over from the present (Lorain surfac2-contact) system to overhead 
trolley working. The proposal was most opportune, as the 
existing track requires thorough renewal and a double track was 
already under consideration. The present single track is totally 
inadequate to meet requirements, and many arguments in favour of 
the introduction of the double-track overhead system were put 
forward. The cost of the scheme is estimated at £396,000, made 
up of the following items :—Overhead equipment, £50,000; 20 
miles of track, £320,000; street alterations, £12,000 ; and special 
work, £11,000. 'The sale of old materials is expected to realise 
£21,000, leaving the estimated net cost at £375,000. The Council 
has decided to proceed with the change-over by easy stages; the 
firat amount to be spent will be £50,000. 


€—— ——1U — —— 


TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. 


Argentina. — WireLess Co.—The Compania Trans- 
atlantica Radio Telegraphica is reported to have been formed at 
Buenos Ayres to work the wireless concession granted to the Siemens 
and Schuckert group on March 15th, 1919. The ordinary shares 
for 4,500,000 Argentine dollars are intended to pay for the 
machinery and apparatus awaiting shipment in Germany, whilst 
the proceeds of the 3,000,000 dollars in preference shares are to 
defray the cost of erection of the installation and other works. - - 
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Direction-Finding Stations.— The following are the 
wireless direction-finding stations operated by the Royal Navy, 
under the conditions laid down for the uteof these stations by the 
Mercantile Marine : —Amlwoh, ick, Carnsore, Flamborough, 
Larne, Lizard, Peterhead, Rhyl, and Seaview (Malin Head). Rhyl 
is not fitted with transmitting apparatus, and is controlled by 
Amlweh. Seaview also has no transmitting apperatus, and is 


` controlled by Malin Head, which keeps watch on 600 metres.— 
Manchester Guardian. 


France.—WInELRSS TELEGRAPHS.—It is announced that 
the French wireless system is to be reorganised, special attention 
being paid to Colonial communication. Stations are to be erected, 
or existing stations are to be improved, at Jibuti, Dakar, Marti- 
nique, French Guiana, Tahiti, &». It is also proposed to erect 


‘at Bordeaux and Lyons for commercial communication with 
the U.S.A. 


‘fedia—New CaxLR.—It is nnderstood that the fourth 
cable line which was to be laid between Bombay and Aden is now 
in working order; according to a mail dispatch it had developed 
some faults. The cable was laid by the Eastern Telegraph Co. 


Londonu. — TELEPHONE SERVICE. — In an article con- 
tributed to the Telegraph and Telephone Journal, Oaptain J. G. Hine 
states that 160 miles of new pole route were constructed in London 
during the past 12 months, bringing the total mileage of pole routé 
to 2,780, and the open wire mileage to over 60,000. (A considerable 
amount of the open wire acquired from the National Telephone 
Co. has been replaced by underground wire.) Fifty miles of single 


pipe were laid, bringing the total to 3,625. Over 45,000 miles of ` 


underground wires were laid, bringing the total to over one million 
miles. Over 20,000 new lines were brought into use, and over 
30,000 telephone stations connected with these lines. 

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONES.—Mr. Illingworth (P.M.G.), in the 
House of Commons, said: The provision of а system of automatic 
telephone exchanges for so large an area as London presents 
peculiar difficulties, It is proposed to install one automatic 
exchange as soon as possible, and I hope the experience thus 
obtained may make it possible to frame a complete scheme. The 
existing exchanges would be replaced gradually, and it would 
be some years before an automatic system for the whole of 
London could be completed.— Daily Telegraph. 


Strike of Wireless Operators.—The failure of the 
Marconi Co. to deal with a wages claim made on behalf of operators 
by the Association of Wireleas Telegraphists led to a general strike, 
which commenced at 11.30 a.m. on June 15th. The Association 
states that the claim was made last September; but the Marconi 
Co., in anotice issued in reply, says that the request was not actually 
received until May 17th, and confirmed in writing five days later, 
and the matter has been placed in the hands of the Association 
of Engineering Employers. The claim is for a scale of pay rising 
from 488. per week for the first year to 1208. in the ninth year, an 
eight-hour day, and the continuance of “ war-risk bonus” as long 
as it applies to other seafarers. Upwards of 4,000 operators 


are affected, some of them being employed by Siemens Bros. aud 
the Radio Communication Со. 


. Telephone Improvements.—Replying to a deputation 
which waited upon him at the General Post Office, on the defects of 
the telephone service, especially in districts swept by strong winds 
and severe storms, the Postmaster-General said the department was 
already engaged in a large extension of underground telephone 
lines in various parts of Lancashire and Yorkshire, which it was 
hoped would go far to obviate the trouble. Inoreased facilities 
were also being provided by the laying of new wires betweep 
Oldham, Manchester, Huddersfield, Liverpool, and other centres.— 
Daily Telegraph, | 
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CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The date given in parentheses at the end of the par indicates 
the issue of the ExzwornioaL REVIEW in whio " Oficial 
Notice" appeared.) 


OPEN. 


Australia.—Sypnry.—August 4th. N.S.W. Government 
Railways and Tramways. Two 1,000-Kw. sub-station unite, Chief 
Electrical Engineer, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney. 

August 3rd. Department of Public Works. Turbines and 
generators for the Barren Jack hydro-electric development scheme. 
Department of Public Works, Sydney. 

N.S.W.—Postmaster.General’s Department. August 2nd and 
5th. Aluminium sheet, brass rod, &c., scheduled 769 ; platinum 
wire, gold and silver wire, scheduled 768. (June 11th.) 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. — Postmaster-General's Department. 
August 3rd. 326 accumulators, schedule 668. (June 11th.) 


Belgium, — June 22nd. Municipal authorities of 
Wevelghem. Tenders for two sub-transformer stations for con- 
verting three-phase, Ac. Particulars can be obtained from 
М. Goffin, 113, Avenue Albert, Brussels, and tenders are to be sent 
to La Salle Communale, Wevelghem. 

June 26th. Municipal authorities of Voroux-Goreux (Province 
of Liége). Tenders for the concession for the electric lighting of 
the town. 


Bedford. — June 21st. Electricity Department. One 
2-ton locomotive jib crane, with grab and track rails, steam and 
other pipework. (June 4th.) 


Canterbury. — June 22nd. Electricity Department. 
1,210 yards 26 sq. in. х 25 sq. in. х 125 sq. iu. L.T. triple-con- 
centric paper-insulated cable. (June 11th.) 


Carlisle,—June 25th. Electricity Department. One 
3.000-K w. turbo-alternator and condensing plant, (May 28th.) 


Colne.— Electricity Department. Steam and water piping. 
(June 11th.) 


Dartford.—June 26th. Electricity undertaking. Rotary 
converter, teaemaformers, switchgear, &c., L. T. twin cable-feeder, 
pillar and feeder-panel, (June llth.) 


Dundee.—June 24th. Electricity Department. Steam 
feed and water piping, two turbine-driven feed pumps, (June 11th.) 


Edinburgh.—June 19th. Electricity Supply Department. 
E. E. T. and L. T. switchgear, &c., for Portobello station. (May 21st.) 


Glasgow.—July 6th. Tramways Department. One 


10,000-kw. steam turbo-alternator, with condensing plant. (See 
this issue.) 


Liverpool.—June 21st. Board of Guardians. Electrical 
supplies (three months) for the township of Toxteth Park. 
R. Albert James, Clerk to Guardians, 15, High Park Street. 


Manchester.—June 25th. Electricity Committee. Twelve 
months' supply electricity meters, time switches, potential and 
al oo motor-starting switches, С.С. and А.С. motors. 

une llth. | 


New Zealand,—AUCKLAND.—September Ist. Harbour 
Board. For the supply of electric capstans and spares. Messrs. 
W. & A. MoArthur, Ltd., 18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London. 


Newport.—June 26th. Electricity Department. Turbo- 
alternating plant, surface-condensing plant, boilers, economisers, 
draught plant, steel flue and stack, xo. (June 4th.) 


Nuneaton. — June 30th. Electricity Department. 


1,000-Kw., D.C., geared turbo alternator, surface-condensing 
plant and pipework. (June 4th.) 


Salford.—June 21st. Electricity Committee. E. P. steel 
steam pipes and separator, and steel exhaust steam pipes and sup- 
ports. Borough Electrical Engineer, Electricity Works. 


Sonthampton, — July 3rd. Electricity Department. 
E. H. T. and н.т. switchgear and D.C. control panel. (June 4th.) 


Swindon.— June 26th. Electricity Department. 2.000 


yards 3-in. four-way stoneware conduits, light steel poles for over- 
head lines. (June 11th.) 


Warrington. — June 29th. Electricity Department. 
Truck type ash elevator and hopper. (June 11th.) 

July 13th. Electricity and Tramways Committee. Two 
6,000-Kw. turbo-alternators, (See this issue.) 


CLOSED. 
Bedford. — The Education Committee has appointed 


Н. Bacchus, Ltd., as electricians for six months. 


Clacton-on-Sea.— Urban District Council :— 
English Electric Co.—Diesel engine, £7,040: generator, £1,714. 


Doncaster.— Mr. R. B. Isle has secured the contract for 
the electric light installation at St. Andrew's Church. 


Dundee.— The Tramways Committee has placed an order 
with an American firm for 1,000 tons of rails, at £24 6s. per ton. 
thereby hoping to save £4,000. The City Engineer was unable to 
obtain a lower estimate than £28 7s, Ба, per ton, including carriage, 
from a Middlesbrough firm. 


India.—Messrs. Boving & Co. have received an order 
from the Mysore Government for four 5,600-H.P. turbines for the 


Cauvery River Scheme. Further reference to this contract appears 
in our " Business Notices” to-day. 


London.—SHonEDrTCH.— Electricity Committee. 


5,000-K w. turbo-alternator, with Efficiency at full 


[] Р : b. * 
condensing plant :— Sis out delivery 
Met.-Vickers Elecl. Co., Ltd. (recom.) £39,095 13'13 56 weeks. 
C. A. Parsons & Co 45,000 13-6 64 


British Thomson - Houston Co., Ltd.. 59,880 1317 52 “ 
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The remaining offers, owing to low efficiency or high price, were 
not considered. 13 tenders were received, 10 from British firms, 
two from Swiss firms and one from Sweden. 


Efficiency. Delivery. 
Clarke, Chapmem & Co. 418,198 80/8196 = 
18.105 — 


» t , 19.740 A rd 
Baldwin Loco. бо. of America 18,500 about not stated about g; mths. 
6 89, 11 months. 


Babcock & Wilcox, Ltd. 16,090 
„ » (land type) 15,960 80%, T1 months, 
Stirling Boller Co., Ltd. 16,550 (recom.) 82 10 months. 
” „ (land type) 16,850 — 10 months. 


The Committee recommends the acceptance of the tender of the 
Stirling Boiler Co., Ltd., for one marine-type water-tube boiler, 
with chain-grate stoker, superheater, economiser, steel chimney, 
&c., at £16,550. 


Sunderland. Electricity Committee. Accepted: 


New Switchgear Construction Co., Ltd.— . H. r. switchgear. 
Ferguson, Pailin & Co., Ltd.—L.T. links. 

W. О. Farrow & Co.— Box frames and covers. 

James Allan. Box frames and covers. 


Wolverhampton. — Corporation. Accepted: 

Six k. H. T. crucibles, 22,960. — Ferguson, Pailin & Co., Ltd. 

Transformer oil filter, £178.—G. Lister. 

One 500-xw. rotary-converter set, £8,910.—Met.-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Batti Wallahs’ Society.—Monday, June 21st. At the Holborn Restaurant. 
Luncheon (Mr. Guy Campbell will tell of his recent trip to the United 
States of America). 

Institution of Electrical Engineers (Wireless Section). — Wednesday, 
June rd. At 6 p.m. At the Institution of Mechanical Engineers. 
Paper on The Development of Thermionic Valves for Naval Uses," by 
Mr. B. 8. Gossling. 


Physical Society. —Friday, June 25th. At5p.m. At the Imperial College of 
Science, Sout 


Kensington, 8.W. Ordinary meeting. 
incorporated Municipal Electrical Association. — Annual convention at 
Bradford and likley. June 21st to 95th. 


NOTES. 


Appointments Vacant.—Chief instructor in electrical 
installation and maintenance work, for the Bradford Technical 
College (£250) (training of disabled sailors and soldiers); chief 
telegraph inspector (Rs. 350 per month), for the Burma Railways 
Co., Ltd. ; oar-shed foreman for the London County Council tram- 
ways; assistant (£300 to £400) on the staff of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers; evening lecturers in electrical engineering 
(Grades II and III), evening assistant lecturer (in one or all of the 
following: fitting and machinery, machine drawing, machine 
design, and practical mathematios), evening instructor in metal- 
plate work, Grade II evening assistant demonstrator in electrical 
engineering (labour) for the Goldsmiths’ College, New Cross; 
technical assistant (Grade I) electrical branch (£300 + war bonus), 
ditto Grade II (£250 + war bonus), ditto Grade III (£200 + war 
bonus) for the London County Council tramways department ; 
engineering draughtaman (£220 + £192), two ditto(£180 + £171) 
for Metropolitan Asylums Board ; telegraph mechanicians (£440), 
for the Government of the Gold Coast Posts and Telegraph 
Department. For particulars see our advertisement pages to-day. 


Hydro-electric Engineering.—Recently, at the request 
of Major О. E. Inglis, Professor of Engineering at Cambridge 
University, Mr, Douglas Spenoer, of Messrs. Armstrong's Hydro- 
Electric Section, read a paper before the Cambridge engineering 
students on the subject of hydro-electrics and the British engineer, 
and at the close of the paper a selection of 12 candidates was made 
to undertake a journey to Norway to see Norwegian power planta, 
with & view eventually to a selection being made from their 
number to undergo a course of training in practical manufacture 
and construction in Norway.— Financial Times. 


Birmingham Electrical Golfing Society. The next com- 
petition will be held on the Castle Bromwich Course on Monday 
afternoon, June 21st, when the Electrical Trades Challenge Cup 
will be played for. There will be other prizes. The annual sub- 
scription is 7s. 6d., covering three meetings. Applications for 
membership should be addressed to Mr. W. A. Millinger (Hon. Sec.), 
9, Livery Street, Birmingham. 


Electrically-Propelled Ships.—The new U.S. battle 
cruisers Saratoga and United States, the keels of which have just 
been laid, will, says the daily Press, be equipped with a main 
battery of eight 18-in. guns. The vessels will be 850 ft. long, and 
of 43,500 tons displacement, with engines of 180,000 H. P., developing 
а speed of 33:25 knots. Four other battle cruisers, the ('onsti- 
tution, Constellation, Lerington, and Hanger, will mount main 
batteries each of eight 16-in. guns. All these ships are to be 
equipped to burn oil fuel, and are to be electrically driven. 


A Corona Voitmeter.—An interesting paper in the May, 
1920, issue of the American LE.E. Jowraal describes an improved 
form of corona voltmeter. Precision measurements of crest values 
of high alternating voltage taken in the high-tension circuit are 
compared with the indications of the corona voltmeter. The law 
of corona has been determined to a higher degree of accuracy, aud 
а modification in the form of the law as heretofore accepted is 
revealed. As based on the precision voltage measurements, the 
corona voltmeter is proposed as a natural secondary standard of 
high voltages. Its advantages as a standard, and its practical 
operation, are described. 


Nickel- ef Alumialum аай Aluminium Alloys.— 
Messrs. Guillet & Gasnior, in a paper read recently before the 
French Academy of Sciences, described some testa they had carried 
out to determine the possibility of obtaining satisfactory depesits 
of nickel on aluminium and its alloys. Another French worker 
had already obtained partial success by first soouring the metal in a 
solution of hydrochloric acid, but the resultant deposit was very 
uneven. The method of the two writers mentioned above consists 
in, first of all, sand-blasting the metal to be treated, the pressure 
of blast being 500 grams per sq.cm., and the sand just passing 
through a soreen of 0:2 mm. mesh. This was followed by nickel- 
plating to а depth of some 6/100ths mm. The duration of the 
operation is half-an-hour, and the mean current-density 0'8 ampere 
per sq. dm. After this the nickel surface is copper-plated to 
a depth of 0°02 mm. for two hours, with a current density 
of 1 ampere per sq. dm., the surface obtained being oarefully 
polished. The copper surface is then coated with nickel to a depth 


of 0'05 mm., the operation lasting for one hour, and the ourrent- 


density being 0°56 ampere рег sq. dm. Finally, the nickel- 
plated surface is polished. When this procedure is followed, the 
mechanical tests are satisfactory. The following were applied :— 
Penetration test for cracking; bending through an angle of 120°; 
burnishing. The chemical test consisted in subjecting the niokel- 
plated surface to a 15 per cent. solution of NaOH at a temperature 
of 100° C., and under these conditions the ni6kel-plating was found 
to be intact. The copper solution used in the tests in question con- 
sisted of 150 grams of copper sulphate, and 20 grams of sulphuric 
acid, with water to make uptollitre. The nickel beth was formed 
of 150 grams of double sulphate of nickel and ammonium and 

50 grams of water, to make up to 1 litre. , 


Educational.— MANCHESTER COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY. 
According to The Times, an important decision affecting the 
College of Technology has been taken. The college is a municipal 
establishment which has become the Faculty of Technology in 
the University of Manchester. Its degree courses have become 
more and more popular, and the college has attracted students 
from a wide area, It has, however, been urged that the develop- 
ment of the higher instruction of the college has been detrimental 
to the interesta of young Manchester students not intending to 
take a degree course. The Education Committee has decided to 
recommend the City Council not to admit more than 80 new degree 
students at the Michaelmas term. There would be room, it is 
officially stated, for 240. According to one view, the question is 
whether the institution is to remain a college of University status, 
or fall to the rank of a technical school. The other view ia that 
bright working youths of Manchester are losing the chance of 
technological instruction qualifying them for their trades, in order 
that the sons of the well-to.do from the whole of the North 
of England may obtain degrees, partly at the expense of 
Manchester's ratepayers. 


Celebration of Demobilisation.—Last Saturday after- 
noon the Manchester Corporation Electricity (Installation) Depart- 
ment celebrated the demobilising of the ex-Service members of the 
staff. А char-À-banc tour was arranged into Peakland,” and tea 
was taken at Buxton. 


Inquiries.— Makers of the Morse push-button for marine 
signalling, Whyte & Thomson patent; motors using the mark 
1 Co.; and ironclad switohgear marked W. W.,“ are 

or. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


Diesel Engine Users’ Associatien.—The subject of cónnecting-rod 
bolts was further discussed at the last meeting of the Association. 
Mr. J. L. Chaloner thought that a definite period might be fixed, 
after which a connecting rod bolt should be subjected to a careful 
examination by means of suitable measuring marks, and that it 
should then be left to the discretion of the chief engineer whether 
the bolt was to be renewed. 

Mr. Geoffrey Porter referred to the desirability of caloulating 
bolt sections on the basis of the elastic limit rather than on that 
of the ultimate stress. 

Mr. G. W. F. Horner submitted a sketch of an arrangement he 
had made use of in carrying out a series of tensile teats with 
loading conditions similar to those set up in the bolts under dis- 
cussion, and a series of diagrams giving the results of the teats. 
He said that heat treatment of steel bolts should be carried out by 
experienced persons, as it was very easy to obtain a high elastic 
limit and ultimate stress with a very low percentage elongation, 
and theae were undesirable conditions. With regard to the packing 
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pieces between the halves of the big-end bearings, it was advisable 
to use one uniform thick piece rather then a few thin pieces. 

In a communication, Mr. Charles Day gave the results of investi- 
gations which had been carried out at Stockport for «ome time 
past with regard to connecting-rod bolts. He said that the 
material should be heat-treated in the bar; the bar being of 
uniform section, internal strains were avoided, whereas when bolts 
were heat-treated there was a danger of such internal strains 
occurring at the bottom of the threads, and at any other parts 
where changes of section occurred. Mr. Day condemned the 
oractice of drilling only one pin hole through a bolt in connection 
with the use of castellated nuts. The castellations should be as 
numerous as the diameter would permit, and several holes should 
be put through the bolt. With regard to renewal of bolts, he 
thought that any general recommendation was illogical. Certain 
bolts might work with safety for many years, whereas other bolta 
failed after a very short time, the failure being due to the bolts 
having been subjected to improper conditions. He described a 
method of marking bolts so as to permit of accurate measurements 
being taken which would show at any time if they had been 
stretched or twisted. Whenever a bolt had been materially 
stretched or twisted it should be rejected and replaced by a 
new one. 

The President (Mr. Charles Gould) announced that at the follow- 
ing meeting of the Association, Mr. A. Abbott, of the Department 
of Scientific and [Industrial Research, would address the members on 
the general scheme of the Research Association for Liquid Fuels. 


The Tramways aud Light Railways Association.—The twelfth 


annual congress of the Association is to be held in the Council | 


Chamber, Caxton Hall, S.W. 1, on July 2nd, at 2.30 p.m." 


lastitute of Metals. —4A lecture on Recent Progress in Thermo- 
electricity " was delivered by Prof. C. A. F. Benedicks, Ph.D., of 
Stookholm University, before the Institute on June 10th. 

Prof. Benedicks first gave a short summary of his theoretical 
viewa upon the metallic conduction of electricity, which explained 
many matiers not made clear by the former electron theory. A 
consequence of this new theory was that one had to conclude that 
even in a single homogeneous metal thermoelectric currents did 
occur ; hitherto auch currents were believed to be produced only 
when two different metals were present. Prof. Benedicks gave a 
concise demonstration of the most important experimental evidence 
of the truth of this conclusion, utilising for this purpose various 
metals. 

In liquid mercury it had been possible for him definitely to prove 
the existence of thermoelectric currents, thus disproving the nega- 
tive results of previous workers. A consequence of what the lecturer 
termed his homogeneous thermoelectric effect was that there 
must exist the reverse effect, the ‘homogeneous electrothermio 
effect,” including as a special case the well-known Thomeon effect. 
The reality of this effect was duly made clear. A specially interesting 
demonstration was of a new rotating thermoelectric apparatus, 
made entirely of copper, and rotating in & magnetic field, the 
driving force originating solely from unequal heating (by means of 
a tiny gas jet) of thin strips of copper. 

The point at which the new knowledge brought forward by 
Prof. Bsnedicks might have some practical interest lay in the 
possibility of reducing the thermal conductivity of metals by 
insulated sub-division into fine wires without impairing the 
electrical conductivity. The demonatrations were carried out with 
the aid of a galvanometer provided by the Cambridge & Paul 
Instrument Co. 


Liverpool Wireless Assoclation.—A meeting of the Association 
was held on June 9th. As many members are now joining who 
have had no previous experience in wireless telegraphy, consider- 
able time was devoted to coaching and assisting the "raw 
recruits," and it is intended at each meeting to set apart a certain 
portion of time for dealing with the very elementary stages of 
wireless for the benefit of new members, in order to make the 


subject attractive and popular to both old membera and beginners. - 


New members are cordially invited, and should apply to Mr. S. 
Frith. hon. secretary, 6, Cambridge Road, Crosby, Liverpool. 


eee 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN, 


Lhe Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 


technical or the commercial side of the profession and industry, . 


also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


Major Рниле Dawson, M.Inst.C.E., M. I. M. E., M. I. E. E., 
upon whom, as stated in our last Issue, the King has conferred 
the honour of knighthood in recognition of his services ren- 
dered as a member of the Disposals Board of the Ministry of 
Munitions, has been a member of that Board practically since 
its inception, Sir Philip is a inan of boundless energy and 
enthiusiasin, and his public activities are manifald. To elec- 
trical men he is best known by reason of his standing as 
an expert on electric traction inatters, with which he has 
been practically and intimately connected ever since electric 
tramway and railway work really began to develop in the 
Mutish sles. His reputation is world-wide through his 
authorship of many well known text-books dealing with elec- 
tric traction and power supply. Ile is a. partner in the con- 


sulting engineering firm of Messrs. Kincaid, Waller, Man- 
ville & Dawson, of Westminster, who are intimately connected 
with dock, harbour, electric traction, and power developments 
in Great Britain, South and North America, India, and Aus 
tralia. The new knight, who may be relied upon to worthily 
carry so high a distinction, je, of course, well known a: 
consulting electrical engineer to the L.B. & 8.0. Railway 
Co., and is responsible for its electrification. He is also 
responsible for that of the Great Eastern Railway Co. He is 
further a member of the Railway Electrification Advisory 


Committee of the Ministry of Transport, and was appointed 


by the President of the Board of Trade as à member of the 
Water Power Resources Cominittee. In 1919 he was created 
Chevallier de l'Ordre de Leopold by King Albert for technical 
services rendered in Belgium during the war. He is Vice- 
President of the Belgian Royal Commission appointed by the 
Belgian Government to investigate and report on the elec- 
trification of the Belgian State railways and on the unification 
of Belgian electric power supply; President of the Associa- 
tion des Ingenieurs Electriciens of the Institut Electrotech- 
nique Montefiore, Liége. Among many local and general 
activities we note that Sir Philip is one of the members of 
the L.C.C. for West Lewisham, and is on the Housing, High- 
ways, and Electricity Commit | 

Mr. E. Moraan, of Dewsbury, has been appointed technical 
and engineering assistant to the Wolverhampton electrical 
engineer, at a salary (including bonus) of £500 per annum, 
Increasing to 4550 after twelve months’ satisfactory service. 

Wakefield Electricity Committee recommends that Mr. H. G. 
Fraser be appointed acting city electrical engineer for twelve 
months, at a salary of £550 per annum. 

Mr. S. M. G. Tran has been appointed deputy chief engineer 
to the Calcutta Electricity Supply Corporation. 

The marriage took place, on June lth, at the Cathedral 
Church of St. Mary, Glasgow, of Major H. R. Turren, M.C.. 
A.M.I.E.E., of Tanners Manor, Horeham Road, near East- 
bourne, and Miss Elizabeth Rhind, younger daughter of the 
s Mr. Andrew Rhind, C.M.E., Bengal-Nagpur Railway, 
ndia. 

Taunton T.C. has fixed the salary of the electrical engineer 
(Mr. Howarp) at £450, plus the civil service scale of bonus, 
making a total of £600 a year, instead of his present salary 
of £520. 

Mr. W. T. TaLLENT-BATEMAN, who about a year ago was 
appointed works manager to Messrs. Dorman & Smith, Ltd., 
of Manchester, manufacturers of switchgear and accessories, 
has recently joined the board of directors, at the same time 
retaining his position of works manager. Mr. Bateman was 
formerly chief switchgear engineer to the British Westing- 
house Co. 

Mr. F. L. Warp, station superintendent with the W.D. 
Central Power Station, Aldershot Coininand, has resigned his 
position to take up an appointinent in Africa. . 

Mr. Harry S. ELLis, who recently resigned the position 
of borough electrical engineer at Southampton under 
circumstances with which our readers are familiar, is joining 
his brother, Mr. Arthur Ellis, of Cardiff, who is in practice as 
a consulting. engineer. The business addresses of both gentle- 
nien are: 9, Park Place, Cardiff (head office), and 103, Cannon 
Street, London, E.C. Mr. Arthur Ellis's business, which has 
already developed to a very considerable extent, embraces elec- 
tricity supply, tramways and transport work, and Parlia- 
mentary matters. Mr. Harry Ellis has been connected with 
the profession for twenty years or so. Prior to going to 
Southampton, a year ago, he held important appointments at 
South Shields, Bradford and Cardiff, where he was identified 
with electrical and mechanical engineering in shipyards, textile 
mills, public supply and engineering undertakings. He is a 
M. I. E. E. and M.I.Mech.E., and was for some years a member 
of the committee of the Newcastle Section of the I. E. E. 


The Albert Medal of the Roval Society of Arts for 1920 has 
been awarded to Mr. A. А. MICHELSON, For.Memb, R.S., Pro- 
fessor of Physics in the University of Chicago, whose optical 
inventions have rendered possible the reproduction of accurate 
nietric standards, and have provided the means of carrying out 
measurements with a minute precision hitherto unobtainable. 


Obituary.— Mr. J. W. Payter.—Australian papers just to 
hand record the death in April of Mr. J. W. Payter, who died 
at his home at Toorak, at the age of 87 years. The deceased. 
received the first cable message which reached Australia. lle 
retired from the State Public Service 27 vears ago. He spent 
38 years in the service of the telegraph department, and had 
reached the position of co-manager at the time of his retire- 
ment. At the time of the Boer war he was conducting experi- 
ments in wireless telegraphy. * | 

Mr. J. T. Crowe.—We regret to record the death from 
pneumonia, after a very short illness, of Mr. John Tudor 
Crowe. Mr. Crowe, who passed away on Friday last at his 
residence at Crouch End, London, was 66 vears of age. He 
was staff inanager of the Eastern ‘Telegraph Co., and was 
well known in the electrical industry. з 

Mr. H. A. Jonrs.—The death has occurred, as the result 
of an accident, of Mr. Herbert Alexander Jones, electrical 
engineer, of St. Kilda, Queen's Road, Buckhurst Hill, Essex. 
Mr. Jones, who was 49 „ears of age, was cveling home fron) 
the West Essex golf links, when he collided with a moter 
car, and he died on June 7th from the injuries he sustained. 
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: NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED, 


H. W. Smith & Co. (1920), Ltd. (168,161).—Private com- 
pany. Registered June 10th. Capital, £60, in £1 shares (50,000 cum. 
pref.) To take over the business of electrical wire and cable manufacturers 
carried on by H. W. Smith & Co., Ltd., at Lydbrook, Glos. The subscribers 
each with one share) are: H. W. Hill, 74, Grantham Road, Stockwell, 
.W.9, clerk; E. Newton, 3a, Marysville Terrace, Colney Hatch Lane, N.11, 
solicitor. The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Registered 
office : Lydbrook, Glos. | 


А. H. Hunt, Ltd. 168,116).—Private company. Regis- 
tered June 9th. Capital, £40,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of gas, electrical, and mechanical engincers, electricians, automobile and 
motor car engineers, &c. The first directors are: A. H. Hunt (permanent 
director and chairman), Court Green, Court. Hill, Banstead; C. . Hunt, 
Court Green, Court Hill, Banstead. Qualification, 5 shares. Registered office: 
H. A. H. Works: Tunstall Road, Croydon. 


Newcastle Electrical & Motor Accessories, Ltd. (168,103). 
—Private company. Registered June 8th. Capital, £5,000 in 4£1 shares. 
To carry on business as indicated by the title. The first directors are: 
W. E. B. Dove, 45, Woodlands Terrace, Darlington, electrical engineer; J. 
Cowper, 19, Dean Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne; T. Sloan, 103, Shrotridge 
Terrace, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Solicitor: A. M. Tait, 46, Grainger Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Manager: G. С. Gorrill. Registered office: 39, High 


Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
New Italian. Art Association, Ltd. (168,003).—Private 


company. Registered June 4th. Capital, £15,000 in 10,000 10 per cent. cumu- 
lative preference shares of £1 each and 100,000 ordianry shares of 1s. each. 
To take over the Italian Art Association, Ltd., and to carry on the business 
of importers and exporters of and dealers in works of art, and in particular 
marble, alabaster, and, other materials used in the manufacture of electrical 
fittings, &c. . The first directors are: Sir Alan Hutchings, K.B.E., 0, 
Grosvenor Street, W. 1; Lieut.-Col. the Hon. E. Thesiger, D.S.O., 16, Prince 
of Wales Terrace, W.8; Major-Gen. P. E. F. Hobbs, C.B., C.M.G., Barnaboy, 
Farnborough Park, Hants.; G. H. Gascoigne, Moray Housc, Adelaide Road, 
Surbiton; Capt. the Baron George Marochetti, M.V.O., O.B.E., 60, South 
Audley Street, W.; Lieut.-Col. F. Lucas, O.B.E., 26, Stanhope Gardens, 
S. W. 7. Secretary: Р. Н. Goodwin. Solicitors: Kenneth Brown & Co., 


Lennox House, Norfolk Street, W. C. 


A. R. Engineering Co. (Southampton), Ltd. (167,986) .— 
Private company. Registered June 4th. Capital, £1,000 in 5s. shares. To 
carry on the business of engineers, electricians, &c. The subscribers (each 
with one share) are: J. B. Webb, 1, Telford Avenue, S.W.2 (director of 
Anglo-Russian Engineering Co., Ltd., and the Anglo-Russian Engineering 
Co., Birmingham, Ltd.); H. J. Veitch, 56, Moorgate Street, E.C.2, char- 
tered accountant. The first directors are: J. B. Webb (chairman) Н. 
Walker, and A. E. Webb. Registered office: 126, High Street, Southampton. 


Hartford Engineering Co., Ltd. (168,085).—Private com- 
pany. Registered June 8th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To take over 
the business of the Hartford Engineering Co., now carried on under the 
proprietorship of the Southport Electrical Supply Co., Ltd. The subscribers 
(each with one share) are: W. Sharrock, 17, Dunkirk Road, Birkdale, en- 
yineer;: G. Pendleton, 19, Bridge Street, Southport, confectioner. The first 
directors are to be appointed by the subscribers. Registered office: Pine 


Grove, Southport. 


Buk wood Engineering Co., Ltd. (168,084).—Private com- 
pany. Registered June 8th. Capital, £1.000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of’ tool makers, general and electrical engineers, &c., to adopt on 
agreement with G. St. J. Wood, W. J. Butler, and Н. S. Kemshead. | The 
first directors are: G. St. J. Wood, 28, Gunterstone Road, West Kensington, 
W., electrical engineer; H. S. mshead, 70, Cranley Gardens, Palmers 
Green, N.13, engineer; J. Butler, 17, Wayland Avenue, Hackney. 
Registered office: 31a, St. Jude Street, Stoke Newington, N. 16. 


Durelco, Ltd. (167,994).—Registered June 4th. Capital. 
£300,000 in £1 shares. To acquire all or the majority of the shares in, and 
the undertakings of Duram, Ltd., Cryselco, Ltd., and Metal Manufacturers, 
Ltd., carrying on business in England, and to carry on the business of 
manufacturers of drawn wire and clectric lamps, and all articles made of 
molvbdenum and other metal, &c. The first directors are: W. L. T. Ark- 
wright, J. P., 4. Wilbraham Mansions, Sloane Street, S.W.: the Earl of 
Kintore, 10, Park Place, St. James's, S.W.; P. H. G. Powell-Cotton, Quex 
Place, Birchington; Capt. E. G. S. Churchill, D.L., J.P., Northwick Park, 
Blockley, Worcs.; G. G. Craig, 10, New Square, Lincoln's Inn, W.C.; W. W. 
Worthington, J. P., Maple Hayes, Lichfield; J. C. Moulden, 19, Curew Road, 
Northwood, Middlesex. Qualification, £500. Remuneration (except manag- 
sctors) £400. each per annum (£100 extra for the chairman) and 5 per 
cent. of the net profits divided between them. Solicitors: Speechly, Mumford 
and Craig, 10, New Square, Lincoln's Inn, W.C. Registered office: Thanct 


House, 231-2, Strand,, W. C. . 
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OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
ZING .. COMPANIES; 


Penrith: Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Deposit on May 12th, 
1920, of deeds of land in Friar Street, Penrith, to secure all moneys due 
or to become due from company to Lloyds Bank, not exceeding £2,500. 

Richmond Light Manufacturing Co., Ltd.—Debentures 
dated May 14th, 1990, to secure £2,500 charged on the com any’s under 
taking and property, present and future. including uncalled capital. Holder: 
A. K. Fordham, 90, Cannon Street, Е.С. : | 

Switchgear. & Cowans, Ltd.—Issue on June 1st, 1920, of 


£3,000 debentures, part of a series. 


. CITY NOTES. 


The report for 1919, which was sub- 

Siemens , mitted at the annual meeting on June 8th, 
Brothers & Co., stated that the result of operations, despite 
Ltd. . .the dislocation caused by the change over 
from war to civil work, was quite satis- 

faetory, Valuable contracts, notably for subinarine telegraph 
cables, were secured, and output was well maintained. The 
Stafford works of Siemens Brothers Dynamo Works, ТАЧ. 
(of which all the capital is held by this company), had been 
sold to the English Electric Co., Ltd., and an agreement had 
been entered into between the English Electric Co. and thia 


company whereby each company would eonfine its manufac- 
tures and trade to particular lines of electrical plant, and 
would have the support and assistance of the other company 
in obtaining orders for such business. The cottage property 
at Stafford, standing among this company’s assets at £53,344, 
had been included in the sale at that figure. The agreement 
for sale was entered into in November, 1919, but the property 
had only been legally conveyed in this year, so that the values 
in the balance sheet in respect of it remained undisturbed at 
December 3lst last. The Dynamo Co. would continue its 
existence for the purpose of completing its contracts for 
dynamos and motors, and for carrying on its other electrical 
business. The profit for the year was £211,209, plus £244,567 
brought forward, making £455,776; 10 per cent. dividend for 
the year requires £100,000; there is written off from the 
discount on the sale of debenture stock 425, 000, put to reserve 
£15,000, and carried forward to 1920 (subject to excess profite 
duty for 1918 and 1919) £315,776.  Lieut.-General Sir Hubert 
Gough has been elected to the board. 

In the course of his speech at the annual meeting, Mr. 
G. Mure Ritchie said that the balance sheet showed the 
company to be in a generally healthy condition. The net 
profit was £211,209, compared with £229,647 for 1915. All 
sections of the business had contributed towards the profit, 
which represented an average of 10 per cent. on the total 
capital employed in the business and about 8 per cent. on 
the turnover. The dividends and appropriations would absorb 
altogether £140,000, leaving a sum of £71,209 out of the year's 
profits from which to pay the excess profits duty to which 
the company might be assessable for 1919. Adding to that 
the balance of £244,567 from 1918 there was an amount of 
£315,776 to carry forward. In regard to the sale of the 
Stafford works of the company, the transaction arose out of 
lengthy negotiationg with the English Electric Co., Ltd. 
That company was engaged in the manufacture of machinery 
for lighting and power purposes, whilst Siemens Brothers’ 
manufactures at their principal works at Woolwich mainly 
consisted of telegraph and telephone plant, and electrical 
cables. A similar class of work to that undertaken by the 
factories of the English Electric Co. was carried on at 
Stafford by Siemens Brothers Dynamo Works, but inasmuch 
as modern developments in electrical power plant steadilv 
tended in the direction of the manufacture of larger and 
even larger units, it becaine obvious to the directors that that 
branch of the company’s business, while superbly well equip- 
ped up to a certain point, would require, if it was to continue 
profitable in the future, to reccive extensive additions both 
to the works and to the staff. Under existing conditions it 
would have taken several weeks to build and equip new 
workshops and train new men for the work, and the expendi- 
ture would have been very great, involving the issue of 
further capital. They had made a friendly business arrange- 
ment with the English Electric Co. for mutual support. The 
Stafford works were sold at a valuation made by Mr. Michael 
Faraday on behalf of the company, and the valuation showed 
a substantial balance over the book figures. Dealing with 
the manufacturing work of the company, the chairman said 
that owing to the diversion for nearly five years of cable 
manufacture to war purposes, the demand since the conclu- 
sion of peace for submarine telegraph and telephone cables 
was very large, and substantial contracts had been completed, 
or were still in hand, for both those classes of cable for various 
Governments and cable companies, among which might be 
named the Danish and Norwegian Governments, for whom 
they had made special types of inductance-loaded submarine 
cables of а larger capacity than any hitherto made, and for 
the inanufacture of which the plant was specially designed 
and erected. For electric light and power cables the demand 
was great and was still growing. and their manufacturing 
facilities had been employed to the utmost. That had also 
occurred in the case of the output required of them for the 
development of the telephone service of the Post Office, for 
whom they had made and laid cables in a large number of 
towns in the Northern and Scottish districts. That contract 
had further given considerable employment outside the fac- 
torv, as it had necessitated the opening up of the thorough- 
fares, the laying of conduits and pipes, and the installation 
of telephone cables in no less than 50 towns. Like all other 
industries they had had special difficulties to face arising 
from the ferment in the labour world, affecting, on 
the one hand, the adequate and prompt supply of 
their raw material which they required in very large 
quantities, and on the other, the preparation of tendere 
covering manufacture extending over lengthy periods in 
a way satisfactory to their shareholders and fair to their 
customers. They might claim that those difficulties had 
been met and conquered, and as far as lay in their power 
their relations with their own employés were maintained 
on a friendly and satisfactory footing through the assistance 
afforded to their various committees, charities, sports club, 
&. Their cable ship Faraday " after repairing the Direct 
United States Co.'s cable in the summer, was employed dur- 
ing the autumn and winter carrving freight, but was now 
back again on her regular work of cable laying. In reviewing 
the business transacted by the cable sales department during 
the past year, it could reasonably he said that the result of 
the trading might be considered very eatisfactory, and the 
turnover of the department for the year had exoeeded that 
of any pre-war ycar, not only in value but also in regard to 
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the quantity and output. Ainong the orders secured during 
the yeur, one of particular interest was the contract for the 
supply and erection of the cables for the electrification of 
the Great Western Railway from Shepherds Bush to Ealing. 
They had also been successful in obtaining several large 
orders from abroad for extra high tension cables. А very 
considerable increase had taken place in the sale of cable 
accessories and joint boxes, particularly in the latter, and 
although that shop was considerably enlarged during the 
year it was still kept fully occupied. Several large contracts 
had been entered into with corporations and municipalities 
for their requirements in those goods. The trading in rubber 
insulated wires and cables showed an increase over any 
pre-war vear both in value and mileage, and the sales were 
steadily improving. Special attention might be drawn to 
their Stannos wires, which were now in great demand 
all over the kingdom, and another of their manufactures 
which called for special mention was ebonite. The quality 
of their ebonite had now attained a reputation second to 
none, and the demand far exceeded the supply. Steps were 
being taken to meet the situation, and they hoped in the 
near future to be in a position to satisfy the requirements ot 
all their clients. The battery business had been fully main- 
tained. The connection which they enjoyed prior to the war 
had in the majority of cases been re-established, and the 
demand for their batteries was increasing. The construction 
of overhead lines for telegraph and power purposes had been 
revived, and there was every sign of considerable business, 
especially in the construction of power transmission lines. In 
the early part of 1919 they had to face the task of diverting 
their efforts from the supply of war material to the supply 
of those goods for the manufacture of which their works were 
originally laid out, and in that they met with the same diffi- 
culties as other companies. Raw material was hard to get 
and it was often of inferior quality, and output was diminished 
by the general compulsory reduction in working hours. How- 
ever, in spite of all those difficulties, and of the long delivery 
times which they necessitated, the demand for their products 
Was so great as to rapidly fill their order book. Their business 
m telegraph apparatus had revived satisfactorily, and con- 
tinued as before to be almost exclusively for export, their 
chief customers being foreign Governments or railway ad- 
ministrations. Their business in wireless telegraph installa- 
tions took a considerable step forward during the year, and 
continued to develop satisfactorily. The Post Office had 
placed considerable orders for telephone exchanges, of which 
thev had secured a fair share, having booked no less than 
three public exchanges during the year. In conelusion, he 
referred to the fact that arrangements had recently been 
made which would ensure the mannfacturing output of their 
lamps being doubled in the near future. 'The increased cost 
of labour and raw materials had, he said, reduced the net 
profits in comparison with the turnover made by the lamp 
department last year to less than half of that realised during 
the preceding year. That fact should appease the minds of 
any who, through the sketchy accounts concerning the report 
of the Standing Committee on Trusts, which recently appeared 
in the daily Press, might have formed the opinion that the 
company was profiteering in lamps. 


Jord Queenborough seconded the motion, which was adopted 
without discussion. 


. Presiding at the annual meeting, on 
Electrical June 10th, Mr. James Gray, the managing 
Construction director, said the balance of profit and 
Co., Ltd. loss account showed a small reduction on 


that of last year. Having regard, however, 
to the fact that during the two previous vears the works 
had been operating up to their full capacity, there could 
hardly fail to be some set-back in profits this vear, due to 
reduced hours of labour and the restrictions prevailing as to 
overtime, Ke. The extensions of the works did not add 
appreciably to the output during the vear, and the moulders' 
strike caused great disorganisation. The effects of this strike 
were still felt, but would, it was hoped, soon be overcome: 
and a larger turnover than ever was anticipated, though it 
must be kept in view that labour conditions would tend to 
modify the effect of the extensions which had been carried 
out. Comparing the past two years, the gross profits from 
manufacturing and contracting in 191920 were £121,764, 
and in 1918-19 £121,364, the increase being £400. The net 
profit decreased from 468.680 in 1918-19 to 466.169 in 1919-90. 
These figures showed that though the gross profit was prac- 
tically the same in each of the two vears, the net profit last 
vear was 42.561 less than in the preceding vear. This was 
accounted for by an increase of £4,992 in general charges, 
though there was a set-off of £1,183 reduction in debenture 
interest and maintenance of plant aud machinery, and also 
of £898 additional dividends and interest and transfer fees. 
Having regard to all the conditions, the results were quite 
satisfactory. The net profits were 466.109, and the sum 
brought forward (after payment of 40.000 excess profits 
duty for the year ended March 31st, 1019) was £18,669. imak- 
ing a total of £54.839, Referring to various items in the 
balance sheet, Mr. Gray explained that the reference to pro- 
ceeds of sale of leasehold property at Millwall, 45.398, con- 
cerned premises which were formerly sublet to the Electrical 
Power Storage Co., but had since 1916 been in occupation of a 
shipping company, which had made an offer to purchase. and 
this had been accepted. “Additions to plant and buildings, 


£44,883," included the extension of the works to which refer- 
ence had already been made. It consisted of three bays, mea- 
suring in the aggregate 330 ft. by 110 ft. The beneficial use of 
these was not obtained as early as anticipated, but the whole »f 
the switchgear department had now been transferred to the 
new shops and a greatlv increased output from that de- 
partment would be possible. When the shops had been 
completed they would be second to none in the country in 
lav-out and equipment, both of which were vital to cheap 
production. The item shares in allied companies had been 
reduced considerablv, advantage having been taken of favour- 
able offers to purchase. The company was not a holding 
company, and the proceeds of the sale could be more profitably 
employed in its own business. The shares realised a surplus 
over their book value, and this was applied in reducing: in- 
vestments to market value. On the liability side, the ordinary 
capital had been increased by the issue made in April, 1919; 
the debentures had been reduced by £8,000. The general 
reserve, with the present allocation, would stand at £100.00, 
equal to one-third of the ordinarv share capital. "The float- 
ing assets exceeded the floating liabilities by £326,913: a most 
satisfactory position. With regard to the payment of excess 
profits tax, when the war broke out the manufacturing 
electrical industry was emerging from a long period of de- 
pression caused by strenuous and unfair foreign competition. 
and the excess profits duty had, therefore, weighed heavily 
upon the industry in consequence of low pre-war standards. 
In the case of their own company. the sums paid in excess 
profits dutv and munition levies since their inception, had 
exceeded the dividends to the ordinary shareholders after 
deducting income tax. It would be difficult to find words 
more forcible than those used by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer last year in favour of abolishing the duty, but 
to the surprise of the communitv he had not only decided 
to continue it. but to increase it from 40 to 60 per cent. 
Everv reasonable person acknowledged that the money had 
to be found, and was willing to pay his share, but he objected 
to an unfair distribution of the burden. Excess profits duty 
was imposed in a time of stress and served its purpose, but 
to continue it was a direct encouragement to extravagance. 
and it would not conduce to increased production, which was 
vital to the rehabilitation of the countrv's finances. The 
labour outlook was still uncertain, but their relations with 
their own men were quite satisfactory, and provided there 
was no dislocation Бу strikes or otherwise, they might look 
forward with complete confidence to the results of the new 
financial vear. The speaker referred to the valuable services 
rendered by the staff and workmen during the year. О 

The report was seconded by Sir Henry Mance, and unani- 

mously adopted. . | 
During 1919 109 new installations were 
Altrincham connected, making the number of actual 
Electric Supply, consumers 1.940. After providing for de- 
Ltd. benture interest, &c., the profit was £6.915. 
plus £984 brought forward. After paving 
the preference dividend, and, putting £500 to depreciation, a 
dividend of 74 per cent. per annum is to be paid on the 
ordinarv shares for the half vear ended December. and a 
dividend of 5s. per share for the vear on the deferred shares. 
£517 is to be carried forward. The revenue for the vear was 
somewhat disappointing, as the price that the company was 
able to charge for current for domestic purposes was not 
commensurate with the increased cost of labour and coal. and 
during the first half-vear the operation of the Household Fuel 

and Lighting Order adversely affected the revenue. 

The recovery of industrial: activity in the area has been unexpectedly slew. 
and this, in addition to affecting the revenue from existing consumers of 
electrical power, has delaved the completion of new factories being erected 
in the district, and to which the company are already supplying a certain 
amount of power. When the fresh capital was issued in July, 1919, it was 
anticipated that the major part of it would be required at an early date in 
payments for the extensions to plant. It has not vet, however. been possible 
to obtain delivery of the major portion of this, including a 2,000-Kw. turho 
alternator. A large proportion of the new capital has therefore been practi- 
cally unproductive, and has been invested for the time being in 5} per cert. 
Treasury Bills, and the anticipated increased profit for the past vear has. for 
this reason, not been realised. The Broadheath district is continuing to find 


favour as a manufacturing centre, and, unless unfortunate set backs occur. the 
directors look forward to satisfactory results for the current year’s working. 


Delhi Electric Tramways & Lighting Co., Ltd.—For 1919 
the gross receipts of the tramway undertaking were 415. M. 
and those of the electric supply undertaking £39,405; increases 
of 13 per cent. and 13 per cent. respectively. The tramway 
revenue was affected bv the disturbances which occurred in 
Delhi in April. 1919. The combined undertakings show a net 
revenue of £90,430, as compared with 418.010 in 1918. After 
providing for general expenditure, debenture interest, depre 
ciation, putting 42.500 to renewals reserve, and writing 45.009 
off preliminary expenses, 7 per cent., less Income tax. is paid 
on the preferred and participating shares, and IS. 44d. per 
share, less tax, on the ordinary shares, and £1,362 is to be 
carried forward. Additions to plant amount to £3,073. 
Further plant, equipment, and mains required to meet the 
growing demands have been ordered, and the question of 
providing for future developments is receiving careful соп- 
sideration. 


Manila Electric Railroad & Lighting Corporation.—Divi- 
dend of 13 per cent. on the common stock for the quarter 
ending June. 


See., 


ү) 
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United Electric Tramways of Monte Video, Ltd.—The re- 
port for the year ended March 31st, 1920, states that the credit 
balance for the year to October, 1919 (the fiscal year of the 
Uruguayan company), after providing for administration ex- 
penses and debenture interest is £86,344, plus £10,669 brought 
forward. £4,981 is applied to redemption of debenture stock; 
£2,500 to redemption of preference and ordinary share capital: 
£30.000 to renewals and contingencies; 6 per cent., less tax, is 
paid on the cumulative preference shares in respect of the 
year to September 30th, 1918, and 6 per cent. is recommended 
on the same shares for the half-year to March, 1919. and for 
the year to March, 1920; carried forward £7,032. The opera- 
tion of the tramway system showed gross receipts at an ex- 
change of $4.7 to the £ of £443,604, an increase of 463.394. 
The operating expenses were increased by £29,823, leaving 
a net increase of £33,571. Passengers carried 54,883,919, an 
increase of 6,955,313. Car miles run 7,756,634, an increase of 
718,907.. The decrease in cost of fuel has been less than was 
hoped for a year ago. while expenditure on repairs, main- 
tenance, and wages has continued to advance. 


Calcutta Electric Tramwavs, Ltd.—Presiding at the an- 
nual meeting in London, on Monday last, Sir Henry Kimber. 
Bart., said that the capital outlay of the year, £9.671, was small 
as compared with the increased revenue earned. The traffic 
receipts increased by £39,581 on a mileage run increase of 21 
per cent. The passengers carried increased by nearly 7 mil- 
lions to 50 millions. They were now considering the question 
of overhauling the power house with a view to providing 
more up-to-date machinery or other facilities to meet the 
growing traffic. In regard to the prospects for the current 
vear, the traffic receipts continued to improve, the increase 


to date being over 13 lakhs. In order to meet the growing 


morning and evening traffic they had ordered eight motor 
'buses, which they hoped to have ready to start a service 
during the latter half of the vear. 'The costs of running were, 
of course, much higher than those of the tramwav service, 
but the experiment would be closely watched with a view 
to the extension of the service if it was warranted by results. 


Prospectuses.—A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd.—The prospectus has 
been advertised for the issue at par of 160,000 £1 ordinarv 
shares in this well-known company of switchgear manufac- 
turers. The demand for the company's product since the 
war has exceeded all previous records, both in quantity .and 
value. The works at present cover five acres, and the em- 
plovés number nearly 1,000. The proceeds of the present issue 
will be devoted to completing the extensions and providing 
working capital. Very full particulars were given in our 
advertising pages last week. 

The lists will be closed on Saturday. June 19th, but appli- 
cations received by post on Monday, June 91st, will receive 
consideration. 

W. Canning ck Co., Ltd.—The list is to close to-morrow. 
Saturday, in an issue of 20.000 ordinary shares of £1 
each at par, іп this company, which has been formed 
to acquire the old-established business of W. Canning & Co., 
of Birmingham and London, electro-platers' engineers, manu- 
facturera of electro-plating plant and materials. &e. The 
issue will provide additional capital im respect of premises 
purchased in London, for extensions to meet increasing trade, 
and to enable the practice of carrving large stocks to be 
extended. Particulars of the registration appeared in our 
last issue (page 757). 


Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Co., Ltd.—The report for 
1919 shows that the credit balance of profit and loss account 
amounted to 1.220.740. The total distribution on the old 
ordinary shares is 25 per cent. for the vear, on the preference 
2 per cent., and a bonus of 5s. per share, without reduction 
of income tax, is to be paid on the old ordinary shares and 
on the preference shares. 


Kalgoorlie Electric Power & Lighting Corporation, Ltd.—- 
For 1919 there ig a decreased profit. It fell from £10,622 in 
1918 to £5,451 mainly on account of the closing down of the 
principal mines by reason of labour troubles. Since the strike 
ended early this year the returns have shown an improve- 
ment. 


Lewes & District Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Total re- 
venue £5,013; working expenses £3,856; balance to net ге- 
venue £1,156. After meeting debenture interest, &c., and 
adding £868 brought forward, £600 is put to renewals fund, 
and £837 is carried forward. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has specially 
allowed dealings in the following under temporary regula- 
tion 4 (3) :— 

Mather & Platt. Litd.—450,000 ordinary shares of £1 each, 
fully paid, Nos. 600,001 to 1,050,000. 


La Plata Electric Tramways Co., Ltd.—After meeting 
debenture interest the net profit is £3,024, plus £7,628 brought 
forward. Both sums are to be carried forward. 


Globe Telegraph & Trust Co., Ltd.—Dividend of 14s. per 
share on the ordinary shares, making 10 per cent. total for the 
year. 

Lancashire Power Construction Co., Ltd.—Dividend at 


the rate of 6 per cent. per annum for 1919 on the ordinary 
shares. 


Ruston & Horusbys, Ltd.—Dividend on the ordinary 
shares at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum. To credit of 
employés’ aid account, £1,000; £41,175 to depreciation on 
buildings, plant, and machinery; carried forward £37,240. 


Companies to be struck off the Register.—The follow- 
ing is to be struck off the register within three months unless 
cause is shown to the contrary :— 

Autoelectric Transmission, Ltd. 


Coventry Chain Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend of 6 per 


cent. per annum, less tax, on the preference and ordinary 
shares for the half-year. 


Howard & Bullough, Ltd. Final dividend on the ordinary 


shares, making 10 per cent. for the year. £57,207 carried 
forward. 


James Keith & Blackman Co., Ltd.—Dividend on ordinary 
shares for year ended March, 1920, at the rate of 20 per cent. 
per annum, free of tax. To reserve £13,780; forward £18,559. 


C. A. Vandervell & Co., Ltd.— Dividend of 10 per cent. 
per annum, less tax, for the quarter ended June 30th on 10 
per cent. preferred ordinary shares. 


Provincial Tramways Co., Ltd.—Interim dividend of &d. 
per ordinary share. 


Se 
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STOCKS AND SHARES. 


TUESDAY EVENING. 


THE Stock Exchange is troubled with a good deal of selling 
from somewhat mysterious sources. Apparently the liquida- 
tion emanates from Paris, but it is so persistent and so heavy 
that suspicion arises as to whether some, at any rate, of the 
sales are inspired near home. The outlook in regard to опет 
is unchanged, though there does seem to be some awakening 
on the part of the Government to the fact that trade weil be 
much better served by cheaper money than it can be by the 
Bank Rate rising. Consequently, optimism is already begin- 
ning to talk about a fall, instead of a rise, in the Bank Rate, 
though the position 1з still sufficiently unsettled and obscure 
to cause hesitation on the part of investment or speculative 
enterprise. 

There is a breath of unproveinent in the issues of the Under- 
ground Electric Railways Company, on the assumption that 
the company 1s bound to be allowed to put up its fares before 
very long, and that when this is done, the enormous volume of 
traffic handled will begin to make itself felt. As soon as 
profits do come into the picture, they should be on the sub- 
stantial scale, and the speculative investor is prophesying à 
return, sooner or later, to the days when the Underground 
Company paid 6 per cent. on its income notes. For the next 
half-year, or the next few half-years, it may be safely con- 
jectured that these Notes will receive considerably less than 
their proper dividend, but the price, in anticipation of the fare- 
raising being conceded, has hardened to 594, while the shares 
at 13 are 4 higher. The shilling shares, on the other hand, are 
easier at 4s. 6d. | 

The talk of serious financial trouble in Paris has caused 
Brazil Tractions to recede to 49. Other Brazilian issues are 
also dull and heavy, apparently in consequence of the delay 
which has occurred in allowing Brazilian companies to raise 
their freight rates. The strength of Anglo-Argentine Tram- 
Ways is scarcely maintained, the first preference losing 2s. 6d. 
of the recent advance, but British Columbia deferred at 494 
and the preferred at 504 are 4 and 2 points higher respectively. 
Mexican issues are no better. Indeed the tendency 1s for them 
to slide back, with the exception of Mexico Tramways 6 per 
cent. bonds, which have gained 2. The Calcutta Tramways 
raises its dividend from 84 per cent. to 10 per cent., free of 
tax, and the price is firm at 73. The report is an excellent 
one. Bombay Electric Tramways preference at 13 are 5s. 
lower. 

Of the new cable shares, Westerns are 43, Globes 41. Eastern 
Extensions 4 and Eastern Telegraphs 9s. 6d., with a fair 
amount of business doing in them all. Amongst the senior 
stocks, Eastern ordinary has given way to 1474, a fall of 3 
points, and Eastern Extensions at 144 are 10s. lower, though 
Westerns remain at 154. The principal excitement in this 
market, however, has been another rise in Marconis, the price 
putting on 3-16 to 33. The company's report is exceedingly 
wood, The dividend is made up to 25 per cent. for the year 
on the ordinary shares, and these, together with the prefer- 
ence, receive in addition a bonus of 5s. per share paid free of 
tax. The market has been strong for some two or three weeks 
past. and the price has come up from 3 to 38 with scarcely a 
break. The new shares, which rank equally with the old as 
soon as the latter have received the dividends just declared, 
stand at 34, the same price as the preference shares, which are 
to receive 22 per cent., and the bonus just mentioned. Cana- 
dian Marconis are 10s. 3d. and Marines 38s. 9d., the latter 
showing а distinct disinclination to respond to the recent good 
report. No particular heed is paid in the Stock Exchange 
market to the strike of Marconi operators. 
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It may be well to point out that the calculation of the yield 
on Marconi shares, in our tabular list, takes no account of the 
ds. bonus. The return is worked out on the 25 per cent. divi- 
dend only. 

Amongst the manufacturing shares, Callenders have attracted 
a little attention and a rise of 1-16, in consequence of the new 
Issue, While the report shows up well. It is interesting to 
notice the available balance during the past four years from 
1916 onwards, and the annual figures are: £311,444, £207,491, 
4232,78, £202,803. For 1913, the year before the war, 
Callender's had £170,000 to dispose of, and the dividend then 
was 15 per cent., the same as it is in respect of the year just 
ended, the latter, of course, including the new shares distri- 
buted by мау of bonus some tine ago. Castner-Kellners are 
weak at 31 ex dividend. Babcocks at 2$ xd show little change, 
allowing for the deduction. Henleys have risen 3 to 4. 
Siemens at 268. show recovery of the 15. dividend, while Tele- 
graph Constructions are £1 lower at 213 owing to monetary 
conditions. 

Electricity Supply shares are unchanged, from Broniptons 
to Westminsters. Nobody is taking any interest in therm. 
The strike which has plunged Melbourne into nightly darkness 
failed to influence the price of Melbourne Electrie Supply 
shares. The rubber share market is quiet to dull, with the 
price of the commodity once more a trifle below 2s. per Ib. 
Атпатепё shares are weak, Vickers and Armstrongs both 
giving way on provincial sales. In these, as in many other of 
the Stock Exchange industrial departments, business is Slow; 
prospective buvers profess that they prefer to wait and see 
whether the 60 per cent. E.P.D. will remain, or whether the 
continuance of vigorous attacks max force its partial abandon- 
ment even at this twenty-fifth hour. 


SHARE LIST OF ELECTRIOAL OOMPANIES. 


Home ELRcTRACITY COMPANIES, 


Dividend Price 
— — June 15, Yield 
1918. 1919, 1920. Rise or fall. p. o. 


Brompton Ordinary.. өө ee 8 14 — £9 8 9 
Oharing Cross Ordinary .. T 4 7 — 9 6 8 
do. do. do 43 Pret. ee $$ 4 2 — 8 8 8 
Chelsea. • oe ee ee ee В 4 2 — 8 0 0 
City of London RS vs „ 8 10 1 — B 17 10 
Oounty of London .. ii A 7 8 Bh — 917 0 
do do. 6 рег oent. Pref. 6 6 Bi — 755 
Kensing*on Ordinary T . 6 7 4% — 7 15 6 
London Electrio  .. РА .. Ni 2 1} — 600 
do. do. 6 percent. Pref... 6 6 B == 10 0 0 
Metropolitan. es is we 6 6 94 = 10 8 8 
do. roent. Pref, .. 44 44 943 — 8 0 0 
St. James’ and Pall Mall .. „ 10 12 6 == 8 16 10 
South London ae ie x b 6 — 9 12 0 
South Metropolitan Pref... es 1 7 18/9 — тоо 
Westminster Ordinary... T 8 10 b — 10 0 0 
TELEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am, Tel. Pref. ee oe 6 6 774 — 9 14 10 
до. Det. eo ee 88/8 là 18 — 8 0 8 
Ohile ‘Telephone ee eo ee 8 6 — *4 18 9 
Cuba Bub. Ord. ae oe ee 7 7 9 — *7 7 4 
Eastern Extension .. т" Бе в 10 m — à *8 18 0 
Hastern Tel. Ord. oe ee ee 8 10 17 —8 +6 15 7 
Globe Tel. and T, Ord. ee oo 8 10 154 = *6 1 0 
до. do. Pref, oe ee 6 6 i —, 7 1 9 
Great Northern Tel, „ e dU — 21 — 915 6 
Indo-European da $i . 18 10 85 — 7 2 10 
Marconi oe oe ae ee 95 25 87 + % 618 0 
Oriental Telephone Ord, .. . 10 12 2, xd — "418 4 
United R. Plate Tel. te д 8 8 75 — 5 6 8 
West India and Panama „ 1/3 Nil Y" — Nil 
Western Telegraph... .. e 8 10 154 — *8 9 0 
Home RAILS. 
Central Londcn Ord. Assented .. 4 4 44 = 819 9 
Metropolitan o 1 11 194 — 6 8 2 
do. District Ph .. Nil Nol 15 = Nil 
Underercund Electric Ordinary. Nil Nil 15 + Nil 
do. do. "А" .. Nil Nil 46 ~ 6d. Nil 
do. do. Income 5 4 594 +1 611 6 
Foreign Trams, &c. 
Auglo-Arg. Trams. First Pref. .. Nil 5 Зх — $ 8 8 0 
do. do. 2nd Pref, .. Nil Nil kg — — 
do. do. 6 Deb. bs 6 6 60 +4 8 6 8 
Brazil Traction8  .. 5 .. Nil — 49 — 2 — 
Bombay Electric Pref.  .. Si 6 6 13 410 8 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pfco. 5 Б 554 — 8 13 10 
do. do.  Preferrred 5 50 12 9 10 6 
do. do. Deferred Ni 8 49 +4 6 1 8 
do. do. Deb. ee 4 41 524 — 8 2 0 
Mexico Trams б percent. Bonds. Ni Nil 283 — Nil 
do. 6 percent. Bonds. Nil Nil 224 +2 Nil 
Mexican Light Common . Nil Nil 12 — Nil 
do, Pref. s . Nil Nil jo —2 Nil 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES, 
Babcock & Wilcox .. - P 15 15 Zixd — 95 14 4 
British Aluminium Ord, .. .. 10 10 115 — 9 8 2 
British Insulated ога, .. 124 15 1;: — 8 2 8 
Callenders  .. và T „ 25 15 b. + 912 0 
[Y] Pref, ee ee ее 63 63 18.9 тт, 6 18 6 
Castnor Kellner Е sis . 20 17 3}xd — 3 6 4 7 
Crompton Ord. eo °з ГЕ] 10 mee 22/- е; 9 1 10 
Edison-Swan, “А | as . 10 — ү — 8 8 0 
do. do. 6 percent. Deb. 5 b 794 — 6 6 9 
Bleotric Construction En ee 10 — 21/- — 9 10 6 
Gen. Elec. Pref,  .. T e. 64 6 18/6 — 1 0 6 
do. Ord, T" às . 10 — 34/n — 96 2 0 
Непіеу.. .. . 26 15 14 + 8 0 9 
do. 44 Pref.. ee ee ee 44 44 Bt ШТ 6 18 6 
Indla-Rubber.. ee ee ee 10 т 13i == 97 n n 
Mot.-Vickere Pref, .. - .o = 8. 0 — 618 6 
Siemens Ord... T T ee 10 10 26/- xd 4M *7 18 10 


* Dividends paid free of Income Tax. 


"MARKET QUOTATIONS. 


Ir should be remembered, in making use of the figures appearing 
in the following list, that in some cases the prices are only general, 
aud they may vary according to quantities and other circumstances, 


Tuesday, June 15th. 


3 $, 

CHEMICALS, &c. ае, папана 
| 
a Acid, Oxalic . per lb. 2/10 2 
а Aiimoniac Sal in S .. per ton £100 ae 
a Ammonia, Muriate (large crystal) „ £92 TA 
a Bisulphide of Carbon ae M ” deen. sia 
a Borax . ЛР "e P " £12 ue 
a Copper Suiphate ..  ..  .. - £18 +. 
a Potash, Chlorate... . .. per lb. .M- jud 
a " Perchlorate 9 | 1/8 oes 
а Shellac ... der Les per cwt. 231 10s. 80/- inc. 
a Sulphate of Magnesia PN ... per ton, £18 T 
a Sulphur, Sublimed Flowers . n | £28 ces 
a »" Lump ss "Xr » | £25 awe 
a Soda, Chlorate у per lb. | 6d. eis 
a „ Crystals „о... per ton £12 . es 
a Sodium Bichromate, casks .. per lb. M" > ieee 
METALS, & c. 
g Babbitt's Metal Ingots ... .. per ton 4118 to £345 | 
c Brass (rolled metal 2“ to 12" basis) per lb. И 14. inc. 
c „ Tubes (solid drawn)... MT i2 1/5; to 1/6 д 
e „ Wire, basis... M eis RN | 1 id. inc. 
c Copper Tubes (solid drawn) ae эз 1/8} ВРЕ 
g „ Bars (best selected) per ton £161 rem 
g ” Sheet m" "T T T " £161 eee 
E э” Rod wee eee TT eee IL £161 eI | 
а „ (Eleotrolytic) Bars Я ” £110 £1 inc. 
d " T Sheets TA " £166 e 
а « " Wire Rods.. т £125 £1 inc. 
ds» " Н.С. Wire.. per lb. 1/4 i 
f Ebonite Rod iis scs E " 8/- NI 
^" Sheet ae ane ws ” 2/6 E 
n German Silver Wire НЕА Ss " 8/- Ж 
h Gutta-percha, fine. " 18/- bos 
h \ndia-rubber, Para fine.. ку 5 211 К 
i Iron Pig (Cleveland Warrants) .. por ton Nom. — 
„ Wire, galv. No. 8, P.O. qual. 3 £59 £2 ino. 
g Lead, English Pig 25 p 97 435 £5 10s. dec, 
g Mercury. 29 De per bot. £21 to £21 105. | £8 103. inc. 
e Mica (in original cases) small per lb. 6d. to 4/6 sae 
€ n " „ medium.. 77 5/ to 10% | dae 
€ » " my large " | 12/6 to 25/- & up Sas 
g Poosphor Bronze, plain castings » 1/6 to 1/1 bs 
g ii » rolled bars and rods m 2/2 to 2/6 me 
g з „ rolled strip & sheet is | 2/3 to 2/9 bio 
d Silicium Bronze Wire n .. per lb. 1/114} КУ 
r Steel, Magnet, in bas. „ 178 = 
g Tin, Block (English) n .. per ton £233 to 2239 £35 des. 
n „ Wire, Nos. 1 to 16 .. per lb. 4/9 97 
White Anti-friction Metals per ton | £90 to £845 A 
| 


Quotations supplied by— 


g James & Shakespeare, 

h Edward Till & Со, 

i Bolling & Lowe. 

i Richard Johnson & Nephew, Lid. 
n P. Ormiston & Sons. 

r W. F. Dennis & Co. 


a G. Boor & Co. 

c Thos. Bolton & Bons, Ltd. 

d Frederick Smith & Co. 

e F. Wiggins & Sons. 

F India. Rubber, Gutta- Percha and 
Telegraph Works Co., Ltd. 


A“ Meteorite Mystery. — On Wednesday, May 26th, there 
was un excetionally heavy thunderstorm at Chiswick, which 
was recorded in the Press under such headings as '* Meteorite 
Mystery at Chiswick.—Strange Occurrence in Great Storm.— 
Fireball Seen to Fall," and was followed by а visit of two 
eminent scientists“ from the British Museum and Meteoro- 
logical Office, to investigate. ‘They doubted the meteoric 
cause of a hole in the ground that was found after the storm, 
but were said to be puzzled. The affair went the round of 
the Press—the terms ‘' meteorite, fireball, thunderbolt ’’ being 
applied. | 

Mr. Walter Betts, of Chiswick, informs us that visiting 
the scene at a convent on the Friday following the storm, he 
found a gardener filling in the hole. Close to the hole was 
à cemented path joined at right angles by a similar path from 
4 paved courtyard, forming a sort of funnel with the outlet 
towards the hole. As from each direction there was a slight 
fall towards the corner where the hole was made, this spot 
would be the first soft and cultivated ground to be sub- 
merged bv the direct downfall of rain thus collected. The 
roof-gutters overhanging the cemented paths would be over- 
flowing, and two gutters meeting at the angle of the building 
just opposite the hole would form a pointed “ jug-spout 
from which the water would be projected on to the soft 
ground froin a height of 18 or 90 ft. With such combined 
forces the soft soil would inevitably be washed out or down 
any subterranean hollow, such as an old drain. And so the 
hole can be accounted for. It was, in a double sense, a 
'" wash-out.” As to the ‘thunderbolt " itself, just before 
the great flash, a particularly dense cloud, at a low altitude, 
was approaching from the south-east. It probably passed 
over the convent, then, some 400 yards bevond, was dis 
charged. all at once with one. tremendous flash. and almost 
-amultaneouns clap. Mr. Betts's house, about three-quarters 
of a mile from the convent, was considerably shaken, and 
there was a torrential downpour of rain. After this abated, 
although the heavy rain continued for some time, there was 
not much lightning. 
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WHERE. AMERICA LAGS BEHIND. 


[ COMMUNIOATED. ] 


WE are so used to having it dinned into our ears that 
America is the home of every electrical virtue, and has 
originated every worth-while improvement and develop- 
ment, that it may not be an easy task to make people 
believe that at least one of her feet is formed of un- 
substantial clay, or (to employ a more appropriate 
simile), of bituminous compound. 

In some ways America is ahead of this country elec- 
trically. The natural wealth, large population, and 
the important fact that а very big proportion of 
American buildings have been erected during the last 
30 years, are sufficient to account for the wider use of 
electrical service on the other side of the herring pond. 
Electrically, America has not had to contend, as we have 
here, with a strongly entrenched and admirably or- 
ganised gas industry, which has piped every town in 
the country, and has established a sort of dingy but 
sacred tradition in ninety-nine houses out of every 
hundred. 

Apart, however, from the question of extent of use, 

America lags, in many ways, behind English practice. 
Particularly is this so in what may be called the refine- 
ments of electric lighting—the little contrivances which 
mean so much in the way of convenience and adapta- 
bility. With regard to switches, for example, America 
is apparently only just realising the superiority of the 
tumbler switch for ordinary domestic use. At least, 
one must infer this from recent advertising in American 
papers, calling attention to a new form of switch, which 
can be turned on with the elbow if the hands are other- 
wise engaged. 

In small houses and apartments, and probably in 
some large ones, wall switches do not seem to be used 
at all. Instead, the fittings are equipped with pendant 
switches which have to be found and operated in the 
dark. This has led some clever person to place on the 
market phosphorescent pins or tabs which can be at- 
tached to the switches. It is extraordinary that, in a 
country which is supposed to be teeming with genius, 
such alarming stupidity should be exhibited in the use 
of electric lighting; that its outstanding advantage of 
easy control should go almost unregarded. No doubt 
it is a little cheaper to dispense with wall switches, but 
cheapness is certainly not the ruling motive of Ameri- 
can industry; indeed, the general tendency is to spend 
a great deal of money in order to save a little time or 
work. As evidence of this, one has only to consider the 
enormous sales of electric washing machines at an aver- 
age cost of about £40. The only probable explanation 
of America's deficiency in wall switches is that people 
‘ have simply not realised the, one would have supposed, 


evident advantages of being able to control the light. 


at the entrance rather than at the end of an adventurous 
and frequently damaging passage half-way across the 
room. 

In the matter of wall plugs, too. the American user 
of electric light is unfortunately situated. At present 
there is a sort of crusade in progress, advocating the 
installation of what are called ‘‘ base-board outlets.’ 
Reading the advertisements and booklets issued in 
support of this propaganda, one is forced to the con- 
clusion that, in the average American household, small 
cooking appliances, fans, portable lamps, &c., are gene- 
rally connected to the lampholders of ceiling fittings. 
As these lampholders are always of the Edison screw 
type. one can imagine the disproportionate amount of 
trouble involved in connecting up, say, a hot-plate or 
hair-drier which is only wanted for a few minutes. 

One visualises the average American house as being 
replete with everv conceivable sort of electrical appli- 
ance, from à washing machine to an electric chair for 
the removal of superfluous kittens; and if all these 
devices are connected to lampholders, our trans-Atlantic 


cousins must pass their lives amidst trailing clouds of 
flexible cord, using their lamps only on those rare occa- 
sions when the holders are not otherwise occupied. 

With relief one notes that, as in the case of the switch, 
English practice is just beginning to nnd favour, and: 
that a two-pin wall plug has recently been evolved. 
This, if generally used, will probably save a lot of time 
hitherto wasted in screwing home the absurd contrap- 
tion at present employed. Unhappily, the American 
desjgner, although he had sufficient intelligence to see 
somewhat belatedly the advantages of the two-pin idea, 
seems to have made rather a bad job of the actual manu- 
facture. Instead of providing substantial split pins, 
as jn the English variety, he went in for thin brass 
strips which are bound to crumple up should one miss 
the holes at the first plunge. 

America prides herself on her progress in the develop- 
ment of electric lighting fittings, and certainly in this 
respect her complacency is not altogether unjustified. 
Even in this department, however, she seems to have 
overlooked some of the small conveniences to which we 
in this country are accustomed. The counter-weight 
pendant, for example, is almost unknown in America; 
yet for certain purposes it is extraordinarily useful. 
It seems that the insurance companies are supposed to 
have some objection on the score of fire risk ; but, as a 
matter of fact, this risk is practically non-existent. At 
any rate, the counter-weight is considered, and indeed 
has proved itself, to be entirely safe in this country. 

It is possible that the Americans possess certain light- 
ing conveniences of which we are as yet ignorant, but 
nothing they have could neutralise our advantage in 
the matter of intelligent switch design and location, 
and the free use of wall-plugs. 

Apart from the lack of certain devices in America, 
there is also observable a degree of crudity and bad 
workmanship in electrical accessories which would be 
quite inconceivable in this country. Of course, many 
wiring accessories used in England are poorly made, 
but, in comparison with the fragility and unsound con- 
struction of the American varieties, they seem to be 
almost perfect. The threads of English lampholders, 
switches, &c., for instance, are often a source of irrita- 
tion and delay, owing to insufficient tapering, but at 
least they are threaded and, once assembled, will re- 
main so indefinitely. In the States, however, many 
devices, such as pendant switches, are made to fit 
together like a cigarette case or blacking tin. That is 
to say, there is no thread, the parts being kept together 
by the coincidence of a niche and a projection. Such a 
method of securing (save the mark !) the cover of an elec- 
trical device is simply abhorrent to the English mind. 

To sum up, it may be said that America has advanced 
a great deal more than we have in the variety of its 
electrical applications, and in the degree of electrical 
saturation achieved in the larger towns. But no single 
wiring device has been perfected; while such matters 
as the design and convenient arrangement of switches 
and wall-plugs have been almost entirely ignored. The 
home of the multi-millionaire may be an Aladdin's cave 
of electrical delight, but the ordinary middle-class homes 
in America, although they may contain many heating 
and cleaning appliances rarely seen in this country, 
are а long way behind their English ‘‘ opposite num- 
bers in respect of some of the elementary conveniences 
and refinements of electric lighting. In America, 
lighting seems to be a cheap and hastily arranged means 
of inducing the consumer to use an electric washing 
machine. In England. electric lighting is an end, and 
a very excellent end, in itself; although we must not, 
for that reason, allow ourselves to overlook the economic 
necessity of persuading the people of this favoured isle 
to use electricity for other purposes. 
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THE DESIGN OF A SUPER-POWER STATION. 


т 
a 


Ву Н. GOODWIN, Junr. and A. R. SMITH, of the General Electric Co, U.S. 4. 
л 


| ы і 
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The more unusual features of the design are: — — 


THE general tendency towards the consolidation of existing 


power plants and transmission &ystems and the probability T ] — 

of the construction of super-power lines will undoubtedly High W J. "NC Ж 

result in the eréction of large generating stations which can Independent power supply for station auxiliaries. 

be operated at practically full load throughout the year. Air pre-heaters for stokers. i ELT 
Whether such plants be located near coal mines where fuel All auxiliaries electrically driven. 

18 reasonably cheap or in localities where the transportation Minimum overhead coal storage. І 

cost of fuel is considerable, the fact that the load factor is Simplicity of boiler-room buildi СЛ 

high will justify the construction of a most economical plant. Outdoor switchgear for 6 At distribution. | 


Apart from the economy of fuel based entirely оп its Means of cleaning circulating water tunnels and posl; $ 
‘present value per ton, consideration must be given to its utilisation of circulating pumps in case of flood, 
possible value many years hence. Another fact that is often s es, ' ye | 
lost sight of is that the more coal consumed per kilowatthour The ratings of the principal pieces of apparatus ше!— 
Seven main generators of 35,000 KW., 0.8 p-f., 4,70 кт 


the greater must be the capacity of boilers, stokers, and coal W., | 
and ash handling facilities; and the greater the steam con- capacity at 13,200 volts, 3-phase, driven by steam {шй 
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Ес. 1.—А Power STATION or 245,000 KW. PLAN AND ELEVATION. 


ping, condensers and water tunnels, Seven 45,000-K.v.4. transformer banks for stepping i 


sumption the larger the pi | 
apparatus that is necessary generator voltage to 66,000 volts, each bank com 


A d 


In brief, the cost of much of the | 
only for economic reasons may be largely offset by the re- three 15,000-K.v.4. single-phase units. One generator and de 
duction in cost of the essentia] apparatus because of the transformer bank are designated as reserve capacity. 
reduced demands on it. | N Ten underground and two overhead feeders, all at 66000 
The design herein described was developed for a particular volts. The underground feeders will each be com d ^ 
condition where some of the fundamental considerations were : three single-conductor underground lead-covered cables and 
High fuel cost, moderately good load factor, extreme river will have an individual capacity of 45,000 K. v. d. The ove 
floods, and high voltage i 5 p 15 head feeder capacity is approximately 10,000 k. V.. each. | 
i is of recent origin, and has therefore not been fully T оз ite, х е ; ith | | 
re consequently some of ee ee Sues pa ma a E e 
ticularly the boilers, economisers and pre-heaters, are pro- e ee at аер сий towers at the. dodk uid КИ” 


sed designs. — ported by two belt conveyors directly to the four тесетш 
* From the General Electric Review, May, 1920. Abstract. hoppers and crushers. Fig. 1 shows the construction. There 
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are no travelling trippers, ae all belts are dead-ended. From high price of fuel than by the high load factor. Where the 
the receiving hopper the coal is delivered directly to the load is uniform the stokers must have a greater relative 
outside storage ог through a crusher and skip hoist to the combustion area. M 
overhead outside bins. ‘These overhead bins are connected With the use of economisers and preheaters, induced- 
by an emergency belt conveyor 80 that in case of failure of draught fans wil be necessary because of the increase 
a skip hoist, @ crusher, or any part of a receiving hopper draught loss and the low temperature of gas entering the 
tower, the crushed coal can be transported from the adjacent stacks. These fans might be of the ordinary plate type, OF 
overhead bin. possibly of the multi-vane type, because the temperature is 
The intention is that one operator located in a control cab low and the pressure comparatively high. However, the 
above each receiving hopper will operate the revolving gantry induction type of stack employing high-pressure blowers may 
erane, the crusher, the skip hoist, &c. Another operator will Ье substituted. 
be located on each electrically operated larry to transport Both the induced-draught fans and the stoker blowers are 
and weigh the coal from the overhead bins to each boiler. in duplicate for each boiler, although each would be of only 
The emergency coal storage handled by the locomotive half the maximum capacity reguired per boiler. 
travelling crane will be operated only when the excess coal Wrought tube economisers of the same ction ав 
is being stored or reclaimed. the boilers, that 1s, with headers inclined with relation to 
It will be observed that the revolving gantry crane Te- the tubes, are proposed. The economisers will be practically 
claims the coal from the circular storage without moving the the same width as the boilers; thus, there will be no change 
bridge; thus this method is very rapid when reclaiming in the sectional area of the flue connecting tbe boiler and 
coal although in distributing the coal the bridge will have the economisers. The economisers will be cleaned with 
to be moved slightly from time to time, but to minimise this steam soot blowers instead of scrapers, and it is anticipated 
movement outside shoots are shown on the four sides of each that there will be no moist soot deposit because the water 


receiving hopper tower. The revolving gantry cranes overlap entering the economisers W t be heated to 150 deg. or 
so that coal can be transferred from one pile to another. 160 deg. with exhaust steam, thus bringing the temperature 
The design shown can be partially built and extended from well above the dew poin 

time to time without interfering with operation, ог without Special attention 18 called rmo-siphon 


changing existing structures. flow of water in bot eaders, 
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Fia. 2.—8SECTION OF Boum HOUSE. 


It is proposed to dispense with all kinds of ash conveyors, and the counter-current flow of the gases and the water in 


which are at best troublesome: The ash hopper under each the economisers ; also, to the convenience of piping the feed 
boiler will be of such capacity as to contain 12 or 24 hours’ water from the headers in the basement through the есопо- 
storage so that ashes need be removed only once ог twice misers to the boiler drums. 

during the day. The ash hoppers will empty directly into To avoid internal corrosion of the wrought eteel economiser 
standard railroad cars, which will be hauled by & storage tubes, it 18 proposed to eliminate as completely as possible all 
battery locomotive. air from the feed water, either in the condenser ог between 

The boilers (shown in figs. 2 and 3) will have a rating of that and the economisers. 

some 1,600 H. P. Or 16,000 sq. ft. of heating surface. The The air from each turbo-generator is discharged into а duct 
proposed separation of the two banks of tubes with the leading from the generator room to the end of the boiler 
superheater between is suggested for two reasons: First, to house. This is shown clearly in fig. 3. The tunnel is 
permit using & two-pass boiler and keep the economisers on shown in section in fig. 2. The far end of this duct, being 
the main floor, which means & greater number of tubes in open to the atmosphere, gives 8 free discharge for the 
height ; second, to get а high amount of superheat without generators in case по blowers are in operation, and any air 
an excessive amount of superheat surface. The baffling of required for the boilers over and above that supplied by the 


this boiler 1s simple. All of the heating surface should be generator will be taken in at this end. From this main duct 
effective, as there are no idle pockets, and the draught loss, the air passes through the heating tubes in each preheater, 
because of the two passe? instead of three, will probably be the preheater being divided into two units per boiler to make 
less in spite of the fact that the boilers may be several rows a more practical design. With this arrangement the boilers 


of tubes higher than the usual standard. nearest to the turbine room will burn the heated air dis- 
Four boilers per turbine are shown, but as there will be charged from the generators, whereas the boilers at the far 
one spare turbine, there will naturally be four spare boilers, end will burn the air from outside. 
and some steam may have to be transmitted through the Preheaters have not been in general use in stationarv 
interconnecting steam header. plants, although they have been applied for many years on 
The extra long „ underfeed stoker has been shown, 45 board ship. If the cost of coal is at all high, they can un- 
the grate area must be commensurate with the increased doubtedly be made to show & good return on the investment. 
heating surface resulting from а very high boiler. In this On account of the high pressure and high superheat in- 


case the demand for economy Was prompted more by the volved, it is proposed to simplify the steam piping as muc 


„> 


as possible, There ате no steam headers in the general sense should be arranged so that either one can be taken cat y | 


of the word, but there is a transfer header for equalising service for cleaning or for repairs. This statement swi 
fi | 
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pressures and transferring steam between boiler rooms. The most forcibly to the intake tunnels, which i 
са of all steam-driven auxiliaries except the house or up with sand or silt. Sluice gates D | | 
же ary turbines, of which there is one for every two main connecting between the intake tunnels and a centre chung | 
led 8, ^os simplifies the steam piping, and materially There is one centre chamber for each main turbo-generty | 
uces the cost of the plant. thus, any one or all the circulating pumps can get ід | 
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Fic. 3.—Sectiona, PLAN SHowiNG Two Main SETS AND 
THEIR COMPLEMENTARY BOILERS AND AUXILIARY TURBINE. 
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Fia. 4.—Srctions or T URBINE Room. 


There is a group of feed pumps for each boiler room. The from either tunnel. In the event of a flood with the 


piping, therefore, can be segregated in a most ad vantageous entering the power station basement any one or all ot tbe 
* , , . 


manner and the sizes of the pipes kept very small circulating JS i i sim 
n | Г) . Ulating pumps could pum | 
Fig. 4 shows a cross section of the turbine room, and below the sl nice Vie on beni erin a oe ee ed 
this the circulating-water tunnels. On account of the large chambers. | | if reduce 
size of these tunnels it appeared best to divide them into The dischar ted together 
$ : 4 scharge t - ‘ | 
two parts. With two intake and two discharge tunnels they the head loss. Rem MEO CURE " pe 
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The very high steam temperature involved with 320 deg. F. 
superheat at 325 lb. gauge at the turbines practically pre- 
cludes the use of any small steam- driven auxiliaries, guch аз 
boiler feed pumps, &c. Since the water in the boilers would 
be evaporated to а dangerous level in а very few minutes, 
were the boiler feed shut off, a most reliable source of power 
must be provided for the supply of boiler-feed water. Power 
for driving the feed pumps is not considered sufficiently 
reliable when supplied from the main bus-bars. | 

In order to provide a very reliable supply of power to drive 
all essential station auxiliaries electrically, it 18 proposed to 
use one 2,500-KwW. auxiliary ог house turbine for each pair 
of main turbines. Each house turbine will be provided with 
a low jet condenser which will normally produce about 15 
inches of vacuum. The circulating water for this condenser 
is the condensate from the main units. 

The auxiliary power and therefore the load on the house 
turbo-generator will not be proportional to the load on the 
main units; consequently, with a ductuating quantity of 
circulating water the vacuum will tend to: vary through a 
It is therefore intended that the house alternator 
be paralleled with the main bus so that a portion of the 
auxiliary load can be shifted automatically or manually from 
the house alternator to the main alternators to maintain a 
constant vacuum under all conditions. This electrical inter- 
connection would be so made that a drop in potential or a 
lowering of the frequency, due to disturbances on the main 
system, would automatically disconnect the two and keep 
the auxiliaries connected to the house alternators. 

In order to provide for a constant flow of water through the 
condenser of the house turbine. some of the water may 
recirculated. In other words, if a condenser 18 designed for 


a quantity of water equivalent to 4 load on two main units 
and only one main unit is in operation, the circulating pump 
for the house turbine condenser will recirculate half of the 
water. This condenser obviously serves as а eed-water heater. 
The tank shown Just in front of the condenser (fig. 4) 15 а 
storage or surge tank for the boiler feed supply. This per- 
forms an important function, because it 18 impossible to feed 
the boilers at the same rate as the condensate is being re- 
turned from the main condensers. This surge tank there- 
fore equalises the discrepancy and prevents overflowing of 
hot distilled water and the use of excessive cold, raw, ОГ 
treated water. | 

The main condensers ате of ordinary standard design, each 
being supplied with two circulating pumps, two hot-well 
pumps, and two air pumps. The hot-well puinps are eac 
of full capacity. The others are of half the maximum сара» 
citv. It is expected that with a reasonably tight condenser 
avstem only one air pump will have to be operated at a time. 
and in case of very cold water one circulating pump will be 
sufficient. One circulating pump may give GO per cent. .to 
10 per cent. of the capacity of two pumps, due to the reduc- 
tion in condenser and pipe friction resulting from the reduce 
flow of water. | 

The concensers will be mounted on springs to take care 
of expansion and to avoid the introduction of an expensive 
and undesirable expansion joint between the turbine and the 
condenser. | Pm 

All of the power supplv for the less essential auxiliaries, 
such аз cranes, coal lorries, conveyors, lighting, miscel- 
Janeous pumps. &c.. wili be from transformers connected to 
the main bus and supplied through a switchboard located 1n 
the first gallery. All the essential auxiliaries, such as con- 
denser pumps. fecd pumps, blowers, &e., Wl | be controlled 
from switchboards located on the main turbine room floor 
at each auxiliary turbine. The operator at the switchboard 
will have immediate control of all the turbine-room auxiliaries 
within his vision and the control of the supply of power to 
all of the boiler-room auxiliaries supplying that particular 
section of the turbine room: thus. there will be four gwitcli- 
Hoard operators on the turbine room floor in addition to the 
main switchboard operators in the galleries. 


(To be continued.) 


——— 


British Canals.—The Development Department of the 
Shetheld Corporation is pursuing its programme of canal de- 
velopment, and 18 now making representations to the Ministry 
of Transport for the improvement of the canal system linking 
Shetheld with the Humber ports. The interest of Rotherham, 
Doncaster, Mexborough, and Thorne traders has been secured, 
and it is hoped that the necessary pressure may be placed upon 
the Government to secure the carrying out of the scheme. 
he proposal put forward is that the Sheffield and South 
Yorkshire Navigation shall be acquired bv the Government 
or another publie authority and that the canals which link 
the South Yorkshire industrial area through the Trent and 
Ouse with the Humber shall be widened and deepened {о 
enable beats drawing 7 ft. of water and having a capacity 
of 110 tons to be used without the need of transhipment. 
The estimated cost of the improvement scheme 18 41.750.000. 
and to this has to be added the purchase price for the Sheffield 
and South Yorkshire Navigation Co.'s Waterways.—41 he 
Times. 
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ECONOMICAL SUPPLY OF ELECTRIC . 
POWER IN THE UNITED STATES. 


A SUPER-POWER ZONE. 


THE proposal that a super-power zone be created in the U.S.A. 
in a section of the North-East Atlantic seaboard, calls for the 
electrification of tho railways and industries in this congested 
district, and for the installation of comparatively few large 
generating stations to economically supply the necessary elec- 
tric power. This plan, and sume of the engineering problems 
it involves, were presented at the mid-winter convention of 
the American LE.E., held at New York in February last, 
in the form of a symposium, by ten of the leading consulting, 
designing, and power-plant engineers, and discussed by # 
number of others. The following details of the scheme are 
abstracted from Power. Mr. W. S. Murray briefly outlined 
the plan as providing a means by which a present estimated 
plant capacity of 17,000,000 H. P., divided into 10,000,000 for 
industrial purposes and 7,000,000 for the railroads, in a region 
450 miles long, between Boston and Washington and extend- 
ing inland from the coast 150 miles, now operated with @ 
load factor not exceeding 13 per cent., could be lifted to a load 
factor greater than 50 per cent.. and a means by which one 
ton of coal would do the work of two, and the railroads 
within the above zone and those carrying coal into that zone 
would be relieved of transporting one-half of the amount 
required for power and lighting purposes. The value of 
machine capacity from a utilisation standpoint would be in- 
creased from threefold to fourfold, and coal resources for the 
purpose named would be conserved twofold. This means that 
a present plant capacity of 17,000,000 H.P. can be replaced by 
one not greater than 5,500,000 H. P., and that not less than 
30,000,000 tons of coal per annum can be saved, which at $5 
per ton will represent $150,000,000 per year. 

„Besides the foregoing savings, two great departments of 
economy will be created; one applying both to the railroads 
and industries. in the reduced cost of maintenance of machi- 
nery, and the other applying to the railroads alone in the 
reduction of train miles. It is estimated that these latter 
economies will effect a saving of another $150.000,000 annually, 
thus making a saving of $300,000,000. The foregoing are the 
direct savings as estimated from data collected from actual 
past operation о fthe specific order contemplated to be put 
into force in the zone under consideration. 

“his plan offers immediate relief from the present intoler- 
able congestion of our railroads by automatically increasing 
rail capacity without increasing track mileage. and reducing 
power equipment to a minimum; the present cargo space now 
required for industrial coal will be cut in half; train equip- 
ment in all classes. will have its service practicallv doubled, 
and the present steam-power equipment. replaced by elec- 
trical equipment, can be transferred to other divisions where 
it is so vitally needed.“ 

Mr. W. L. R. Emmet pointed out that “the best steam- 
turbine station equipment, operating under favourable con- 
ditions, can deliver a H.P.-hour in the form of electricity with 
an expenditure of one pound of coal, where four pounds are 
required to deliver a H. P.-hour to the draw bar of a good 
locomotive. While the comparison of efficiency between the 
large power station and the smaller engine or turbine equip- 
ment used in small stations and isolated plant is less striking 
than that with the locomotives, it is nevertheless highly 
unfavourable to the small plant.” 

Mr. J. F. Johnson expressed the opinion that '' Reliability 
would have to he the first aim of the designer. Generating 
stations of some 200,000- to 300,000-Kw. capacity. employing 
generating units of some 60,000- to 75,000-Kw. capacity, each 
operated on steam conditions of 300-16. pressure, 900 deg. F. 
superheat, and. 29 in. vacuum referred {о a barometer of 
30 in., would involve no difficulties of design, construction, 
or operation, and from such stations & steam consumption 
rate of 10 Ib. or less per xw.hour and a total station rate of 
less than 1.5 lb. of good quality coal per KW.-hour output 
should be obtained.” 

Mr. H. С. Reist said: “So many generators of from 30.000 
to 50.000 K. w. A. are at present in operation, giving satisfac- ` 
tory service, that there need be no hesitancy in considering 
generators as large as those now in use or larger. The 
potential of these generators should be within the limits of 
our experience that is, not above 13.900 volts. and preferably 
lower, if this does not cause inconvenience in the lines leading 
from the generators to the step-up transformers. 'The losses 
may be expected to:be less than 2 per cent. of the output 
of the machine. On account of the great capacitv of the 

lines in such a large system. there mav be some advantages 
in the use of induetion generators. Roughly, the size of 
induction generators would probably be from 25 to 30 per 
cent. larger than а synchronous generator and the cost of the 
machine ìn proportion.” : 

Mr. F. D. Newbury's point of view was that the generat- 
ing element in the proposed system does not involve anything 
new or untried, Any probable station could be designed 
with steam or electrie generating units of a size now avallable. 
Suppose we assume à station. of 300.000 to 500.000 xw. total 
capacity. We have available single-shaft generating units up 
to 40.000 Kw. with generators of 50.000-K. v. A. capacity. The 
preferred speed for such units would be 1.900 R. P. M. 60 
cycles. Eight to twelve such units would give the assumed 
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total station capacity. There have been developed and built 
triple-shaft compound units of 60,000 kw. ive to eight 
such units would constitute as large a station as has been 
suggested. All the generating units referred to are actually 
conservative in size, and by no means represent the largest 
unit of the speed in question that could be designed.“ 

From a consideration of data available on railway operation, 
Mr. W. B. Potter draws the conclusions that ''of the whole 
mileage included in the zone, a not very large proportion has 
been electrified. The traffic within the zone now handled 
by steam locomotives, if handled electrically, would require 
an average output of less than 750,000 Kw., and if produced 
entirely by coal-burning electric power stations, would reduce 
the coal requirements for transportation purposes from 
21,000,000 to 7,000,000 tons annually. As a certain proportion 
of electric power would be produced from hydraulic power 
stations, this coal requirement would be reduced in proportion 
as advantage is taken of hydraulic operations. The reduction 
in cost of maintaining the motive power units would be a 
large amount, which, estimated from the locomotive mileage, 
would be of the order of $15,000,000 or more annually. 

Mr. Philip Torchio discussed the relative values of water 
versus steam-power development, and said :` The Western 
States, Mountain, and Pacific, have resources in both coal 
and water to meet indefinitely all the heat and power re- 
quired from either source of eupply, the potentia] water 
powers alone being large enough to supply over six times 
all the heat and power requirements in 1915. The other 
States. with corresponding heat and power requirements 
fortv times greater than the Western States, have actually 
smaller resources in coal and potential water power. the latter 
capable of supplying only 8 per cent. of their total heat and 
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both voltage and frequency making the problem involved, 
and illustrated this point by experience during the war, 
when New Jersey was short of power, and in New York 
City 100,000 н.р. was available, but could not be connected 
with New Jersey's power system on account of a difference of 
23 cycles between the two systems; this difference, however, 
no longer existed, since the New York Edison Co. had re 
cently changed the frequency of its system from 624 cycles 
to 60 cycles. Mr. Lieb laid great stress on the necessity of 
continuity of service, and said that in a community like New 
York City, the seriousness of interrupted service, even for 
a short time, would be impossible to exaggerate. 


REVIEWS. 


Wireless Transmission of Photographs. By Marcus J. MARTIN. 
Second edition, revised and enlarged, 1919. 143 pages. 
London: Wireless Press, Ltd. Price 5s. net. 


This book should prove of interest to two classes of readers. 
To the serious worker engaged in endeavouring to produce 
a commercially efficient method for the transmission of photo- 
graphs by wireless telegraphy it gives an up-to-date account 
of the work which has already been done in this field, and 
suggests the lines along which progress might most profitably 
be made. On the other hand, to the amateur, who is. per- 
haps, not sufficiently trained in mathematics and physice to 
carry out quantitative experiments with wireless gear, and 
who finds, after he has constructed hi: 
ordinary wireless apparatus and used it 
for a little while, that his interest in 
the subject hte begun to flag. it offers a 
new field in which his inventive talents 


БИТТА А and mechanical ingenuity can have full 


play, and of which he will be long m 


Concord е exhausting the possibilities. 


The book is divided into five chapters. 
to which are added three appendices. 

In the introductory chapter a brief 
account is given of the work which has 
already been done in the transmission of 
photographs over land-lines and cables. 
and of the difficulties which are met 
with due to the retarding effect of the 
capacity of the line. The second chapter 
deals with transmitting apparatus, апі 
the third with receiving apparatus used 
for sending photographs by wireless 
telegraphy. 

The problem of driving the trans- 
mitting and receiving gear in synchroon- 
ism with one another is discussed in the 
fourth chapter, while in the fifth chap- 
ter a description is given of the Tele- 
phograph," a system for the transmis- 
sion of photographs by wireless tele- 
graphy devised by the author. In addi 
tion, this chapter contains some useful 
information on the Nernst lamp, and on 
photographie films. 

Appendix A deals with the construc- 


Әү 
10 


＋ 9 * 2 


1 ром 
3 Fail Ri 
іар o. 


МАР SHOWING THE PROPOSED SUPER-POWER ZONE. tion and action of the selenium cell. In 


power requirements. It follows, then, that these States must 
indetinitely, as far as present human knowledge can foresee, 
depend upon the use of coal to supply the great bulk of these 
needs. These States, comparatively so deficient in water 
powers, consumed in 1915 528,000,000 tons of coal, about one- 
half for generating power and one-half for generating heat. 
They obtained an average etliciency from coal of 5 per cent. 
for the power und 50 per cent. for the heat.“ 

In & comparison of the cost of steam power plant and 
hydroelectric developments, Mr. Torchio pointed out that the 
former cost about one-third to one-quarter that of the latter, 
consequently one dollar invested in steam plant would make 
available several times more power for industries than a 
dollar invested in hydroelectric plant. "The author urged 
development of water powers especially in connection with 
electrochemical and metal refining processes using Immense 
amounts of power continuously, where the net cost of hydro- 
electric power may be considerably less than steam power. 

Mr. Percy H. Thomas assumed a transmission line extend- 
ing from Lawrence, Mass., to Washington, D.c., operating 
at 250,000 volts, with tap lines running to the various sources 
of power and large centres of power consumption, and showed 
that it was within the scope of present engineering practice 
to construct and operate such a system. (See Exec. Rev., 
Sept. 19th, 1919, p. 371.) 

Mr. J. W. Lieb called attention to the fact that an adequate 
power supply was one of the most important economical 
problems before the nation at the present time. The engineer 
should view the problem with a broad national outlook, and 
not make the mistake of the railroads bv a battle over the 
different systers. The speaker referred to the question of 


appendix B detailed instructions are 
given for the preparation of the photographs on metal plates. 
by which the actual transmission is controlled, and in appen- 
dix C a brief outline is given of the theory of the action of 
lenses as used in photography.  . i 

We notice, on page 57, when describing the receiving ap- 
paratus, in which the final reproduction of the image is 
brought about by means of a Bain chemical recorder, that 
the author expresses surprise that the point of the iron stylus 
used as the electrode shows signs of wear after it has been 
in use for some time. He remarks that no explanation of 
this peculiarity on the part of the stylus can be glven, as 
there is nothing very corrosive in the solution used, and the 
pressure of the stylus upon the paper is so slight as to be 
almost negligible." We do not think that any of our readers 
with a knowledge of the elementary facts of electrolysis will 
share in the author's wonderment at the wearing away of 
the stylus! ‚ 

There is very little else in the book which we have to 
criticise. The printing is good, the descriptions of the various 
pieces of apparatus and the diagrams are clear, and anyone 
with a small workshop at his disposal should be able to make 
most of the apparatus required to carry out experiments in 
this fascinating branch of wireless telegraphy. 


Graphical and Mechanical Computation. By ЈоѕЕРН LIrRX. 
Ph.D. London: Chapman & Hall, Ltd. Price 18s. 6d. 


This book describes how to draw up alignment charts (also 
called nomographic charts or abaci) of all types. and should 
be of use to engineers and designers whose work entails the 
solution of equations or formule such as Hazen's for the 
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velocity of water flowing in pipes, м = c P 5  (4|D! *, where 
u = the velocity, и = hydraulic mean depth, A = height, 
l=length, h/l=slope of pipe; c is a constant depending on the 
material of the pipe. To calculate и numerically, c, u, and h/t 
being given, is laborious. If a nomographic chart is drawn, 
the values of any two quantities can be read off at once when 
the other quantities are given. 

The author explains how various types of chart, i.c., plain, 
Z V, &c., can be drawn. Twenty-nine detailed charts are 
given, such as those for giving deflection of beams, adiabatic 
expansion of gases, flow of water according to various for- 
mule, discharge of gases through an orifice, H.P. transmitted 
by belting, &c. Chapter I deals with scales, ordinary slide 
rules, log—log rules, circular slide rules, &c. Chapter 1I deals 
with log paper and solution of equations by co-ordinate paper; 
some of the methods of solution and types of graph are seldom 
used or mentioned in the English technical Press. Chapters 
III, IV and V deal with nomographic charts; this forms the 
most important portion of the book. 

The well-known chart for finding the combined resistance 
of two or more parallel resistance paths is given on pages 41 
and 104. | 

To assist engineers in drawing up charts, two sheets of 
transparent paper, one with uniform scaling and with square 
root scaling and one with log scaling are enclosed in the book. 
These types of scaling can thus easily be marked off on lines 
less than 25 cm. long, and charts can be quickly made. On 
page 107 the author explains the derivation of charts with 
curved lines, representing formule such as Q=3.33 (B—0.2h) 
À?" where Q=quantity of water, B= width of weir, h = head 
of water. Many examples are worked out, and many exercises 
are given for students to practise upon. 

Chapter VI describes the deduction of empirical formule to 
represent observed data, and the determination of euitable 
constants either by selection of particular points, or by aver- 
ages or by the method of least squares. The figures showing 
typical parabolas, hyperbolas, exponential curves, and у=г 
(a+bz) curves, may be of use in suggesting a solution to 
engineers who are not familiar with the aspect of such curves, 
when they are trying to find the law of a curve to represent 
a set of physical observations. 

On page 152 ff, the derivation of constants in equations of 
the form y =a + br + ее, and y=a е, + с ed, is described 
exhaustively. 

At the end of Chapter VI are 47 examples, observed values 
of data from various engineering tests are quoted (along with 
the type of law underlying them in some cases). The student 
has to deduce the numerical values of the constants for him- 
eelf. These exercises will be valuable for students. Chapter 
VII deals with the derivation of numerical coefficients of 
periodic curves by means of Fourier's series. References are 
given to other papers and books on the subject and to 
mechanical harmonic analysers, two of which are described in 
fair detail. | 

Chapter VIII deals with interpolation, bv graphical estima- 
tion, by the use of successive differentiation and then by 
Newton's interpolation formula, and Lagrange's formula. 

Chapter IX deals with numerical integration and differentia- 
tion, and mentions various mechanisms for performing such 
work. This subject is more widely known than the alignment 
charts dealt with in the earlier portions of the book, but 
should he of considerable use for reference when dealing 
graphically with the results of tests and observations. 

Jt might have been convenient if in addition to footnotes, 
references to books had been collected in one place; the index 
though fairly complete, might have a few additional entries 
giving directly the reference to charts, viz., “ water flow,” 
or flow of water," pages 58, 109. &., instead of only being 
referred to under Charts.“ -A. B. Eason. 


education and Training for the Electrical and Allied Hu- 
gineering Industries. Pp. 64. 1920. London: Edwin 
Arnold. Price 3s. 6d. net. 


This little book is the Report of the Education Committee 
of the British Electrical and Allied Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, which was appointed during the war by the Council of 
the Association with directions to consider the whole subject 
of technical education in the electrical and allied industries, 
and to suggest a uniform system. The committee consisted 
of ten representatives of various sections of these industries, 
of whom the chairman was Mr. A. P. M. Fleming, C.B.E.. 
who has for several years shepherded the apprentices of what 
is now the Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co., Ltd. 

The work occupied a little less than two years, and when 
it is considered that nearly every manufacturing firm of im- 
portance has devoted a great deal of thought to this important 
question, and that many have taken action, necessarily in- 
dependent, on the lines which appeared best to themselves, 
it will be agreed that the co-ordination of this ‘ immense 
amount of unrelated work ” (to use the words of the preface), 
and its presentation to the public in permanent form, has 
been accomplished in a remarkably short space of time. 

The individuals who are intended to be brought within the 
scope of the scheme are classified into: (1) Trade apprentices: 
(2) engineering apprentices; (3) student apprentices; and (4) 
research apprentices. These are to be trained respectively 
to become: (1) Skilled workmen, foremen, &e.; (2) members 
of engineering, commercial, erecting, drafting, testing, or 


other staffs; (3) senior officers of the same staffs; and (4) 
members of the research staff. 

The several elasses of apprentice are to be drawn from dif- 
ferent classes of educational establishment, ranging from the 
primary school to the university, and at various ages between 
14 and 22 years. The research apprentices would be selected 
from the student apprentices, and given a post-graduate re- 
search course. 

The importance of careful selection is duly emphasised, and 
the organisation of games, so that team-work in after life 
may not be unfamiliar, is recommended. It is pointed out 
that practical training is a vital necessity in every case. 

The situation as regards scholarships is surveyed, and re- 
commendations are made that more should be founded. This 
is in agreement with the policy we have for many vears advo- 
cated, and we feel that if the industry in general, and the 
British industry in particular, is to make the strides which 
in the whole world's interest it ought to make, it is an 
essential condition that in no case shall talent be withheld 
or diverted by reason of the lack of pecuniary support for its 
development. 

The committee has arrived at a somewhat strange conclusion 
in paragraph 65, page 43: “ Hitherto the scholarship system 
in Great Britain has been directed almost exclusively towards 
encouraging students to enter the so-called learned professions 
—law, medicine, teaching, and the Church. Scholarships 
founded in recent years for the express purpose of encouraging 
those engaged in industry to obtain technical training have 
frequently merely provided recruits for the staffs of technical 
institutions and universities." No doubt evidence was brought 
before the committee which appeared to justifv this view, 
but there are very many individuals engaged in industry who 
owe their technical training entirely to the facilities provided 
by scholarships. — It is. of course, only to be expected that 
the older branches of learning should be more adequately 
provided for in this respect, but we think it highly probable 
that the technical engineers engaged in industry who are 
scholarship men outnumber considerably the whole of the 
technical teachers of the country. The proportion of scholar- 
ship-trained teachers is doubtless higher than the proportion 
of scholarship-trained engineers, but this does not prove the 
accuracy of the committee's conclusion, and we should like 
to see more of the facts—if anv—on which it was based. 

With the recommendations for a uniform system we are 
in cordial agreement, and the B.E.A.M.A. is to be con- 
gratulated on having produced a report which, if acted upon, 
will exercise a great influence on the future of our industry. 


Principles of Radiotelegraphy. By C. M. ЈАХЅКҮ. 
Hill Publishing Co. Price 8s. 6d. net. 


This is a well-compiled work of some 936 pages and 179 
illustrations in eleven chapters. The general get up is in 
accordance with the usual high standard of the McGraw-Hill 
Co. 'The opening chapters deal with elementary electric and 
magnetic principles, tersely but quite effectively. The subject 
of electric waves is reached in Chapter V, and is dealt with 
in a way that is calculated to appeal well to students. The 
method of explanation of waves as pulses thrown along 
electric strain lines in a field of force is, however, open to 
some criticism, and perhaps rather dangerous to students. 
The strength of an electric field is, in general, proportional 
to the inverse cube of the distance from the charge, whilst 
wave intensity is only as the inverse square. Wave energy 
travels to distances and reaches positions from which the 
electric lines are completely cut off. Wave motion along 
the electric lines is therefore not a good explanation. Ele- 
mentary alternating current theory is dealt with in Chapter 
VI, and the remaining chapters deal with subjects which may 
be properly regarded as iminediately concerning radiotele- 
graphy. The distinguishing characteristics of different 
methods and systems of wireless telegraphy are fairly well 
treated, but expressions occur occasionally which require 
modification. For instance, on page 182, the energy radiated 
per second from an antenna is said to be 14.3 Kw. The final 
chapter deals satisfactorily with the vacuum tube as a re- 
ceiver and amphtier, though the author seems to be rather 
over imbued with the electron theory of electric currents 
without adequate grounds.—J.E.T. 


London: 
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Iron Losses in A.C. Flelds.—It is not always possible 
to eliminate all iron parts from high-frequency apparatus. 
The losses in iron exposed to such fields have been examined, 
according to the German Physical Society, by producing the 
field in a coil into the field of which iron parts 
could be brought. The coil and iron parts were im- 
mersed in а calorimeter for the determination of the losses. 
It was found that placing a sheet of iron of 315 mm. diameter 
and 2.6 mm. thickness in front of one end of the coil 16 mm. 
from the end of the coil increased the effective resistance of 
the coil to 2.3 times its value without the iron, and the inser- 
tion of an iron tube of 3 cm. diameter and 2.6 mm. thickness 
into the interior of the coil increased the effective resistance 
seven-fold. The coating of the sheet of iron with a deposit of 
0.3 mm. of copper, or 0.1 mm. of zinc eliminated the additional 
losses completely.— Technical Review. 
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EXPORTS AND IMPORTS OF ELECTRICAL 
GOODS FOR MAY, 1920. 


THE May returns of electrical business show considerably increased 
values in the export section, as compared with the previous month, 
and an increase of, roughly, £50,000 on the March total of 
£1,102,781. ; 

The electrical exports for May reached the total value of 
81,150,234, as compared with £940,014 for April an increase of 
£210,220. This excellent result is largely accounted for by the 
increase in insulated wire exports of £147,000; telephone and 
telegraph cable aud apparatus, £40,000; and electrical gooda, 
£35,000; while batteries, meters, and lamp exports reached 
higher values than in April, machinery exports fell off in value to 
the extent of about £40,000. | 

The electrical imports for the month were valued at $193,265, 
as compared with £189,597 for April, decreases occurring in 
batteries, machinery, and telegraph and telephone imports, but in 
other directions increased values obtained. 

The re-exports for May at £18,699 showa slight increase on the 
previous month's total of £15,494, 

The total weight of electrical machinery exported during the 
month amounted to 697 tons, as compared with 1,102 tons in 
April, and 809 tons in May, 1919, and 2,347 tons in May, 1913. 


VALUES OF ELECTBIOAL EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FOR MAY, 1920. 


ui — i Exports. Imports. Re-exports. 
ectrical g and apparatus 
55 | £162,583 461,092 £8,507 
Insulated wire ... ésa . 418,850 17,705 1,572 . 
Glow lampe А ЖЕ 20,511 6,169 308 
Arc lamps and parta  ... 22 2,620 1,224 230 
Batteries... mate еза m 48,514 3,273 22 
Meters ... T "C -— 44,170 5,048 328 
Carbons ... “ea 885 wae 10,687 8,694 1,626 
Electrical machinery :— 
Railway and tramway motors... 6,577 — — 
Other motors and generators ... 83,875 — — 
Elec. machinery (unenumerated ) 54,572 61,838 2,786 
Switchboards (not telegraph or 
telephone) кә -— 5,174 20 — 
Telegraph and telephone cable and apparatus :— 
Telegraph &nd telephone wires 
and cables (not submarine)... 98,621 254 — 
Submarine telegraph and tele- 
phone cables ... e 0. 107,527 — — 
Telegraph and telephone instru- 
91,453 7,938 3,320 


ments and apparatus A 
| £1,150,234 £193,255 £18,699 


NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 


(NOT YET PUBLISHED,) 


Compiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Srrron-Jones, O'DeLL AND 
нш. Chartered Patent Agents, 285. High Holborn, London, W.C. 1. 


„Electric fuses." G. Austin, May Jlst. 
* Method for generating electrical energy.“ R. NORRRY. 


E. G. Beken, T. E. B. 


14.721. 
14,732. 
(Sweden, February 24th.) a er 
14.741. Sound-wave amplifying devices. 
Снльмккз and F. R. Swinpurnxt. May 31st. | | | 
14.759. "' Duplex. eles tric ignition systems [ог internal-combustion engines," 


E. E. Ермакоў. May Jlst. 
14.770. Electric. lamp for cycles.“ R. May 3lst. 
zerland, July 23rd, 1919.) 


meters.’ 


May 3lst. 


FRAUENFELDER., (Swit- 


Butts Tromson-Houston Co. (General. Elec- 


14,774. © Electric 
tric Co.). May 3lst. | | : 
e Manufacture. of incandescent electric lamps.“ Birrisu. Тном»ок- 


14.775. ; A : 
Houston Со. (General. Electric Co.). May 3lst. 
14.802. Electric water-heaters." L. J. SCHNEIDER. 
, 8 . . Г 
14.807. “ Supports for filaments for thermionic valves," H. 
A. К. Mackogre and G. SHAI. May àlst. 
e Means for electrically reciprocating hammers, pistons, plungers, 


May ЗІ, 
Morkts- AIREY, 


14,812. ent 1 : a 
&c.. for cock drilling, &с.” G. F. D. Самгвюа., J. KN and J. TArrkksaLL. 
“++ 
June Ist. . A : . 
“Arrangement for automatically indicating train arrivals and de- 


14.815. а ~ 
parture, ке” Auromatic Tecernoxe МАХСЕАСТСКТХО Co. June dst. 
„„ Electrical plug-and-socket. switches.’ J. X. CRABTREE. June Ist. 


14,529. 

14,832, '* Fittinyts for erection of screwed tubing in electrical installations.” 
G. A. Соттох. June Ist. 

14.838. " Driving gear for ignition magnetos.™ ALBION Motor Сак Co. 


June Ist. Sg DRE RS 
14.8149. Wristlet electric light. F. T. Barrow and L. A. Davey. June 


lst. : : f E 
14,870. Combined electric switch and plug coupling.“ G. Marg. June 


t. 
nos “ Electric switches.” Remy Ei Ec TRI Co. June. Ist. (United 


States, June Lith, 1919.) | | | 
14.891, Ignition device for internal-combustion engine." OESTERREICHISCHE 


WarrENFABRIKS-GES.. June 1st. (Austria, February loth, 1917.) 
14.899. *'' Relay-contact and method of making same.“ F. L. Dopcsow. 
June Ist. | Ер 
14.900. Train control system.“ F. L. Dopcsos. June Ist . 
systems." BRH  THosson-Hotstos Co. (General 


14.979. Protective 
Electric Co.). June 2nd. 

14.986. '* Mine signalling systems.’ 
& luftig Co. June 2nd. 

14.9906. Electric signalling 
(United States, September 20th, 1918.) 

14.998. t Electrically heated tubes, muffles, Kc. 


and С. I. Payne. June 2nd. 


M'. C. Dur and ткала TELEPHONE 


systems." Wersrers ELECTRIC Co. June 2nd. 


Morgas СкосівЕ Co. 


cooling electrodes.“ SIEMENS-SCHUCKERTWERKE. 


15,010. Apparatus for 
2 June дий. (Germany, June 4th, 1918.) 
15.018. Electric lamps." J. D. Dmvspartg (Crickmay). June дпа. 


15,050. ''Galvanic batteries. G. Futter and Furl s Uim Eu 
Works. June 3rd. 

15,075. "' tlectro-imagnetic relays." Creed & Co. and T. LAN i 
3rd i i 


15,076. “ Telephone systems. CRaED & Co. and T. Гаман, Ме; 
15,083. '' Impulse-transmitters for telephone systems, &c," F, Bun i 


Siemens Bros, & Co. June Jrd. | 
Protective mountings for electrical apparatus." Westy ш 


15,089. 
Co. June 3rd. (United States, November 24th, 1917.) 
15,141. “ Tool tor electric cable stripping." E. A. CIAO and Gi 


SCHOLES. ' June 3rd. 
15.120. Electrodes for vacuum tubes, &c.“ 

(France, December 26th, 1918.) 

“ Sparking plugs." BkREkWsTER-GOLDSMITH | CORPORATIOS. Jure 5 


L. Gump. Ји 4. 


15,124. 
(United States, June 9th, 1919.) 
15,129. Manufacture of electric incandescent lamps." Е, R Ge 
June 3d. ` . j 
lo,137. *“ Electrical power-transmission systems.“ A. М. Тато, Jun 4 


15,180. Electrically-operated indicator or annunciator." L. N Ny 


FERREIRA and Siemens Bros, & Co. June 4th. 

15,188. *“ Electric arc welding, &c., and electrodes therefor.” С. J. He 
SLAG. June 4th. 
15,199. 3° Modulgted wireless, &c., signalling systems." № Les and Ro 


Comuunication Co. June 4th. 
Electric toot and food heater and vaporiser." I.. 4. [рш 


15.196. 
June 4th. 
19,202. '' Reactance or choke coils. F. E. Berry. June 4th. 
15.205. Galvanic batteries." G. & J. ОшрнАм. June 4th. 
15.206. Electric lamps to be carried on the person.“ G. & J. O 
June 4th. 
15,210. Telephone pom systems." Western Euzcram Co. Jum ¢ 
919.) | 


(United States, August 23rd, 
15.22. X-ray plant." G. Новекѕ. June 4th. (Germany, March Zh, 


1916.) | 
15,223. X-ray plant." С. Husers. June 4tn. (Germany, Aril Sh. Di. 
June 5th. 


Banism INsuLATED & Низү Can 


** Electric fuse carriers, &c."’ 


Lro., and E. Honnor. June Sth. | 
15,258. Telephone systems." Wesrern Execrric Co. June 5th. (line 


States, January 24th, 1919.). | 
Land, line, and wireless telephony.” W. H. Хоттасе. June X 


15,274. 
15,276. ''Filaments, &c.'" British THomson-Houston Co. June Sth. 
15,283. *''Alternating-current — measuring-instruments." —— Chun i 


Ноокнам and S. James. June Sth. 
15,286. ''Cathodes for electrolysers." J. F. Wess. June 50. 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The numbers in parentheses are those under which the specification wil h 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be takes. 


19138. 
18,915. "WIRELESS-SIGNALLING APPARATUS, A. А. Hall. November 26th, Hilt 
(142,886.) 
A919. 


955. ELECTRIC INDICATING, MEASURING AND REGULATING apparatus. J. C. To 
man. January 14th, 1919. (142,900.) 

3,642. MANUFACTURE OF ELECTRODES FOR SOLDERING AND DEPOSITING MILLS И 
THE ELECTRIC АКС. E. H. Jones and Alloy Welding Processes, Ltd. Febran 


lath, 1919. (142,934.) " 
3,711. Lamp TELEPHONE RELAYS. M. Latour. February 14th, 1918. (Mise 


to 140,506.) (142 937.) 
7,175. ELectKIVAL CONTACTORS OR $WirCHES. W. Brooke and E. M. ber 
March 22nd, 1919. (142.976.) | : 
8. 460. LIGHTING OF THE ELECTRIC LAMPS. OF BICYCLES AND THE LIKE MACHINES. 4 
J. Hamilton. April 4th, 1919. (142,983.) 
9,453. DYNAMO-ELECTKIC MACHINES. А. A. Price. April 14th, 1919. & 
10,179. APPARATUS FOR ELECTROLYSING LIQUIDS. J. S. Withers. (№ 
Electro-Products, Ltd.) April 23rd, 1919. (143,002.) 
11.304. Lame rittincs. A. H. Midgley and. Vandervell & Co. May 6 


1919. (143,021.) | 
12.313. SIGNAL AND LIGHT REPEATERS AND CIRCUITS. A. W. Szlumper and l. 


J. Thorrow good. May 16th, 1919. (143,033.) | 
12,413. IGNITION APPLIANCES FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. I. Ё 
Martyn. May 16th, 1919. (143,038.) 
12,825. METHOD OF AND APPARATUS FOR RECEIVING | RADIO-SJGNALS.. Marc 

Wireless Telegraph Co. February 7th, 1919. (138,586.) А 
INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. M. S. Cow 


IGNITION SYSTEM FOR 
May 23rd, 1919. 
D. Assersohn. 


12.985. 
and C. C. Puckette. (143,047 .) 


May 33rd, 1919. (15,98: 


13,022. ELECTRIC LAMPHOLDERS. | 
14,684. ELECTRICAL ENGINE-STARTING DEVICES, S. T. Henn and Кио 

Lid. June 10th, 1919. (Cognate application 30,851/19.) (143,063) 
ENGINE-STARTING DEVICES. S. T. Henn and Котт 


15,140. ELECIRICAL 
Ltd. June löth, 1919. (143,068.) 
15,270. JUNCTION BOXES rok ELECTRIC CABLES AND THE LIKE. 
A. Mortimer and E. Jones. June 18th, 1919. (143,069.) 


T. S. Jones, № 


M. Cohen. jx 


16,077. ELECTRiCALLY-HEATED CLOTHES-PRESSING MACHINES. 
26th, 1919. (143,081 .) A oe * nen! 
16,154. APPARATUS rox ELECTROLYSING LIQUIDs. J. S. Withers (Nate: 


Electro-Products, Ltd.). June 26th, 1919. (143,083.) 
16.378. SPARKING PLUGS FOR IGNITION PURPOSES. 

Willis. June 30th, 1919. (143,085.) . PE 
17.215. MAGNETIC ATTACHMENT FOR ENGINES. H. L. Keun. July 9th, ^7 
3,002, 

(143,092) Bradbury. ju 


P. J. Barker and C. f 


HoRNs. Н. W. 


18.55.  ELEFCTRICALLY-OPERATED DIAPHRAGM 
25th, 1919. (143,098.) b. u 
19,997. RULING AND BLOTTING DEVICE. G. Mhitchead. August 4th, Ie 
(143.106.) б 
20,387. TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEMS. Western Electric Co. and G. 
August 19th, 1919. (143,108.) serak © 
21.876. EICH, reves. H. N. H. Cobbold and Porthholme Aire? 


September 5th, 1919. (143,115. 
: DYNAMOS, MOTORS AND rel 


26,493. ELECTRIC MACHINES SUCH AS масове 
CE. . J. S. ; : 2 : ‚138. КИЗ 
Like. F. J. S. Jones. October 28th, 1919 dn : B), H. k. Hardie. Some 


29.626, ELECTRIC AND OTHER LIGHT FITTINGS. 


ber 27th, 1919. (143.152.) . p. i 
31.169. ELECTRIC SPARKING PLUG FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. * 


Grosjean. November I4th, 1918. (136,967 .) B. Е 
32,770. MEANS FOR MEASURING ALTERNATING ELECTRIC CURRENTS. M. B. 
December 31st, 1919. (143,160.) Freire 


. 886. APPARATUS FOR THE ELFCTROLYSIS ОР METAL-SALT SOLUTION ‘13th, 19 
stad Elektrokemiske Fabriker Aktieselskabet, F. E. F. February ] 
(138,862.) 


1920. oR 
4.23]. DISTRIBUTING | DEVICES FOR HIGH-TENSION IGNITION MACHINES: 
Bosch Akt. Ges. March 9th, 1918. (138,913. пега 
9.907. DEVICE FOR ATTACHING ELECTRIC CONDUCTING WIRES TO PIPES, KODS 
SUCH LIKE. G. Turnock. February 27th, 1920. (143,172.) cr 
8.118. Device FOR LUBRICATING THE BEARING OF THE DISTRIBUTOK-SHUT i 
R. Bosch Akt- 


INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. 


IGNITION APPARAIUS FOR 
Mav 10th. 1919. (143.175.) 2 

9.997. El HCR FUR Nack. W. E. Moore. February Mth; 1919. 
application on 3.693,19.) (143, 176.) 


ру! 


, is 
-— N 


Vor, LX XXVI. 
No. 2222. 


All Bights 
Reserved, 


JUNE 25. 1920. 


Registered at G. P. O. as a Newspaper and 
Canadian Magasine rate of Postage. 


SEES CURE 
3 


PRICE 
SIXPENCE, 


LONDON: PUBLISHING OFFICE, 4, LUDGATE HILL, E.C. 4. SUBSCRIPTION RATES, Postage Free: United 


Kingdom and Canada, £1 12s. 6d. per annum. Colonial and Foreign, £2 18. 6d. per annum.— NRW] YORK: 
York City. TORONTO, ONT. : Wx. Dawson & Sons, LTD., Cham 


. VAN NosrRAND Co., 25 Park Place, New 


bers. PARIS: BoyvEAU & CHEVILLET, Librairie, Etrangére, 22, Rue de la Banque. 


Telegraphic Address: "Ageekay. Cent., London.” A B C Code. Telephone Nos. City 997; Central 4425 (Editorial only) 


LITHOLITE 
INSULATORS, Ltd. 


65 —57, Hackney Grove, London, E. 8. 
‘Phone and Telegrams: Dalston, 592, London. 


FIREPROOF ANO OTHER GRADES 
ESTABLISHED NEARLY 20 YEARS. 


ELECTRIC INSULATION. 
NON-HYGROSCOPIC. 


— FIREPROOF. 
MOULDINGS. * 


THE SILUMINITE 

INSULATOR Co..Ltd.. 

The Green, Southall, Middlesex. 
Bee Large Advt. page xxix. 


FERGUSON, 
PAILIN, 
LIMITED, 


ae WARD ST., 

ir. Openshaw, 
MANCHESTER. 
Tel.: VO Openshaw. 


INSTRUMENTS, CIRCUIT-BREAKERS, 
AUTO-CUT-IN & CUT-OUTS. 


= Record Electrical Co., = 


BROADHEATH. MANCHESTER. 


TELEPHONE: 164 ALTRINCHAM 


BROOK 


INE, TWO and THREE-PHASE 


MOTORS. 


See Sup. 46. 


SWITCHGEAR 
ERNEST Р. MOY, LTD., 


Manutacturing Electrical Engineers 
Government Contractors, 


aREENLAND PLACE, CAMDEN TOWN, LONDON 


and 


‘Cantie’ Switches 


NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 
THE "CANTIE" SWITCH CO., LTD. 
LEIGHTON STREET, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


"E SAXONIA 


ELECTRICAL WIRE CO., LTD., 
GREENWICH, S.E. 
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ALL BRITISH 


FLEXIBLE CABLES. 
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r and PoLve*" 


= MOTORS. 


Y. HARDING CHURTON & CO., LTD., 
Atlas Works, Water Lane, LEEDS. 
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BOILER SCALING TOOLS 


Sole Maker: 


FRANK GILMAN, 
9. Westfield Road, BIRMINGHAM 


Bee Advertisement last Рат page xxxiil, 


“EMPIRE” 
AUTOMATIC CONTROL 


FOR 
Pumps, Compressors, Machine Tools. 


ELECTRIC CONTROL. LIMITED, GLASGOW. 


WESTERN-ELECTRIC 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Norfolk House, Victoria Embankment, W.C. 2 
Works: NORTH WOOLWICH, LONDON, E. 


TELEPHONES & CABLES 


See Advertisement this week, р, vi. 


CONNCLLY’S (BLACKLEY), Lo. 


for 
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See Advertisement last week, p. iil. 
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FOR 
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Advertisement Index, see page xl. 
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A Mark & 
its History. 


See page xvii. 
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VICTORIA DYNAMO & MOTOR C00. 
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Phone: Gerrard 1245, 


FU LLER’S UNITED ELECTRIC 
WORKS, LIMITED, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
ACCUMULATORS BATTERIES 
WIRES & CABLES CARBONS, &c. 


WORKS: CHADWELL HEATH, ESSEX. 


General Sales Offices : 
IDDESLEIGH HOUSE, Caxton St., Westminster. 


Vic, London, Phone: Victoria 6863- 


MAVOR & COULSON, Ltd., 
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THE 
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Victoria St., 
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„FRENCH ELECTRICAL INDUSTRY 


AMERICAN RELATIONS. 

THE report of the directors of the T Francaise 
pour l'Exploitation des Procédés Thomson-Houston states 
that 1919 was u year of transition, and the reorganisation 
of the whole of the works which was proceeded with after 
the fusion with the Eclairage Electrique, had not taken 
place without some inconvenience in the activity of certain 
departments. During the year the company continued to. 
clear up pre-war orders which had not been settled, and 
with the spirit of conciliation shown by all parties,:it had 
been possible to bring them toa satisfactory issue in nearly 
all cases, without legal proceedings, and without excessive 
sacrifices. After referring to the capital augmentation from 
120 to 200 millions of francs, the report approaches the 
question of exchange, particularly with the United States, 
in consequence of the company’s purchases from the General 
Electric Co. It mentions that the rise in exchange might 
be followed by a very onerous burden on the French com- 
pany for the purchases made for its own account, and much 
more still for its customers.  Desirous, indeed, of not 
running any risks, the directors adopted the principle of 
fixing their sale prices for American material almost always 
in dollars. Thanks to the co-operation of their New York 
friends, who endeavoured to spare them this injury, and 
who understood that the exorbitant rise in exchange could 
not fail to be seriously prejudicial even to the United States 
by rendering exports more and more difficult, the French 
company had been able to carry through successfully an 
important credit transaction in dollars for a period of five 


years. It was hoped that in the “course of this period the 
‘improvement in the public financial situation would permit 


both the company and its customers to pay off the debts 


- under conditions which were less onerous than those existing 


at present. 

After referring to the previously announced programme 
for the organisation and extension of the different works, 
the report stated that the work was being pushed for- 
ward as actively as possible, having regard to existing 
difficulties. The investigation services, centralised and 
reorganised, had devoted their attention to the standardi- 
sation of the constituent parts of the company’s manu- 
factures, particularly production in bulk, in order to increase 
the output and reduce prices. They had developed the 
study of large alternators up to 25,000 KW., transformers 
of 15,000 KW., and pressures up to 120,000 volte; 
high-tension apparatus, motors and apparatus specially 
intended for the equipment of Rumanian oil wells, and 
new ventilated motors for tramways. Special attention 
was also paid to the study of plant for the electrifica- 
tion of the French main railway lines, and the technical 
co-operation of the General .Electric Co. was assured, es 
being infinitely precious i in the ‹ case of all this special plant 
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and the organisation of its manufacture. Passing on from capable of removal, and even now there is a striking 
details of the various sales departments and the orders between the Spear 5 ee 1 0] 
received, the directors stated that several large schemes іп the University and those о " m ollege. aum 
hich th : Ag the latter is unrivalled ; at “ play —the play that qj; 
which they were co-operating were under examination. vates the best qualities of a man, or woman, ao ou; 
including the proposed installation of electric haulage on, study can do it—it is literally not in the running — 
the canals of the Marne to the Rhine, extending over 217 But it was not, and is not, our aim to champim ty 


miles. Concerning the projected electrification of various cause of the University, which is well able to lok afg 
itself; we asked, quite explicitly, whether the Inger 


French railways and the conclusion reached to adopt the \ 

high-tension direct-current system as being the most sui College, if granted a 1 would undertake to bem, 
able on main lines, the directors mentioned that this was 3 "x 970 aes a : 20 ох зо ba 
the conclusion which they themselves had maintained for group of colleges combined H5 the purpose т 
years past in agreement with the General Electric Оо. The education —and they fulfil that purpose exceedingly vd] 


complete experience which the American company possessed But that is all. 
of the construction and working of plant of this type would Incidentally, we may note that Manchester University з 
place the French company in a favourable position when experiencing a difficulty of similar origin but differen 
the time arrived for the realisation of this great enterprise. ep ie ea ei " 5 ented 
M. Charles Laurent, chairman of the company, addressing Faeult rporation for Technical Training, has become te 
y of Technology in the University of Manchester: i 
the shareholders at the recent annual meeting, referred at has earned a high reputation, and there are so many ani 
some length to the question of coal and coal prices and dates for the degree course that, as reported in ou ш 
to the situation of England in this respect. If it was issue, the Education Committee has found it necesar w 
necessary for us to economise in the consumption of limit the number in order to leave room for the local teh. 


coal, he submitted that it was all the more essential for nological students who do not aim at the degree. 
The incident illustrates the intensity of the modern demai 


France to do во, seeing that her coal resources were 9 nc Uustra | 
extremely limited. It was necessary to substitute for coal * n be rc fin n "i ony at 
other fuels as far as possible, as, for instance, mazout and for all comers арка, Аи I 5 ША 
petroleum, but the future salvation of the country lay in 
the utilisation of white coal—this source of inexhaustible 


A BHORT time ago Нет Wale 


energy which was offered by the mountains, the torrente and 
the rivers over a large portion of the territory, and which it nici ee i Rathenau, addressing tbe shareholden 
was only essential to collect in order to serve the needs of p n ut a special meeting of. the AEG, 


industry P Moderate poseen ab mea кыла referred in strong terms to the enormw 

lation. е company was icularly well situa or ; y ) 
taking a large share in the execution of this great work. prices charged for raw and de бш materials ш 
In conclusion, the chairman paid а warm tribute to the remarked that they were living under the dictatorship of the 
heavy industries, meaning the coal and iron and sel 


French soldiers for having driven back the German hordes, 

and for now having given the same answer—On ne passe industries. Since then various German newspapers hire 

yas—to the new enemy which had risen before them, taken up the challenge on behalf of the heavy industris 

namely, revolution, anarchy and Bolshevism. but the best statement on the subject probably is the 

| : which has just been published giving а comparison of t 
A. E. G. list-prices early in 1914 and in 1920. The figa 
are of such interest as to be worthy of being set ov 


OUR comments on this subject, in our prominently. They are as follows :— 


Imperial 
5 issue of June 11th, have brought uR a A.E.G. LisT-PRICES IN 1914-1920. 
letter from Mr. F. Peake Sexton, which beei 
will be found in our “Correspondence” columns to-day. Marks. Marks. отт 
i . ; - . Е Р. 1,100 28,362 24% 
The letter is charmingly inconsequential. Having demon- 5 5 aE is 2 = 1600 39370 33H 
- gtrated, to his own satisfaction, that the University of Normal rotary-current motor of 50 H.P. 1,800 44,968 2.3% 
London does not fulfil our ideal, our correspondent invites duc e c dE and 1,000 26,180 ssl 
our support for the claim of the Imperial College of Science Direct-ourrent motor of 40 KW. and NE 
k asa university, But “t 1,050 revolutions ... ...  ... 2,000 59,290 2% 
and Technology to ran y wo blacks Osram lamp of 1,000 C. P., 90 to 260 volta 8656 245 $79 
do not make one white”; he has not met our case in the Dynamo wire (per). . 2 to 3 70 to 80 5,000 
і nt, if well founded, merely sh А 2 
least. for h P ipit dou: kethel e 10 " Owa toal The percentages are given from the original statement, 
the University of Lon ж, ike the Imperial College, ought and have not been checked. On the other hand, the 
not to rank as а university. prices of coal between 1914 and the present time have b 


However, his argument, or rather his contention, is not- ^ raised by 1,550 per cent., coke by 1,600 per cent., р 1% 
well-founded. Whether our views with regard to the by 3,800 per cent., and steel ingots by 3,600 per cani. 
functions of a university are “slowly dying out" or not is Included in the price of coal are burdens which are beyond 
a matter of opinion, which we need not discuss, but the the control of the colliery owners. Thus, there are the 
extent to which the University of London fulfils our ideal 20 per cent. ad valorem tax imposed upon the producion 
is a question of fact, and we happen to possess exceptional of coal, the tax on the turnover, the tax of 6 marks Fm 
opportunities of. knowing the facts in this connection. Mr. to defray part of the cost of providing miners’ dwellings, 
Sexton himself admite that the cultural facilities for which the additional expenditure for the payment of special over- 
we contend may be found” in some of the “recognised time rates to the miners. All these causes re-act upon V 
schools” of which the Imperial College is one group; we prices of iron and steel, apart from the fabulous prices 
know that it is found in the constituent Colleges of the which have to be paid for Swedish and other foreign ge 
University, some of which are seething with social and Moreover, the prices of coal and iron and steel are Ш 
intellectual activity, outside the class-rooms. The handicaps ^ the public control of the Federal Coal Board gen 
under which the University labours—widely scattered Federation of the Steel Industry, which have been С 
colleges, lack of funds, and that worst handicap of all, its by the Government, and which include representativ 8 
situation in a city so vast that the residential suburbs are . both consumers and workmen. Such control, however, 
remote from one another and from the Colleges—hinder it does not exist in the electrical industry, and во long е 
from attaining the efficiency in this respect that can be kind of regulation is absent it is conside that i 
justly claimed by most other universities ; but steps are Rathenau has the least justification of all to speak 
being taken to remove such of these disadvantages as are dictatorship in the heavy industries. 
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THE INCORPORATED MUNICIPAL ELECTRICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Ф 


— 


Tux Convention of the I. M. E. A. this year opened under the 
most favourable conditions that could be wished for. The 
headquarters, at Ilkley, were situated in one of Britain’s 
most famous beauty-spots in Wharfedale, the heart of the 
Yorkshire moors, a district which afforded an abundant 
choice of enjoyable excursions for those on pleasure bent, 
while its midland situation rendered it comparatively easy 
of access from all parte. Regarding the site from эп indus- 
trial point of view, it is interesting to note that Bradford, 
which as the President's home town," was the determining 


factor in the choice of venue, was one of the first English ` 


municipalities to embark on the business ofe electricity 
supply ; the original power station at Bolton Road, which 
commenced public supply in 1889, was, in fact, the first of 
its kind to employ direct-coupled engines and dynamoe, and 
it is amusing, in the light of modern developments, to 
record that the plant comprised three sets of 81 kw. and 
two of 125-Kw. output, all, of course, being bipolar 
machines. Since those early days two other stations have 
been erected at Valley Road, in 1897 and 1902 respectively ; 
the former was but a modest step in advance of its proto- 
type, the largest set being of 375-Kw. output, but the third 
station contained sets of 1,000 Kw. each, and was typical of 
the final stage of development of the direct-current power 
station. Much of the p.c. plant is still in use at 
Valley Road, but the rapid increase in the demand 
for power in Bradford, led to the inevitable change of 
system to three-phase generation. Mr. T. Roles came into 
office as chief electrical engineer and manager in 1912, and 
under his contro] the undertaking has been developed on 
up-to-date lines, the plant now including turbo-alternators 
of some 30,000-kw. capacity, of which the largest set is 
rated at 15,000 Kw.—with another of the same size on 
order. Tue station forms an epitome of the progress of 
steam generating plant, examples of bipolar high-speed and 
multipolar low-speed р.с. generators, and both vertical and 
horizontal, Curtis and Parsons, turbo-alternators being at 
work together. | 

The Convention, which commenced with an informal 
reception and social evening at the Winter Garden, Ilkley, 
on Monday, was formally inaugurated on Tuesday morning 
at the Queen's Hall, Тһе Windsor," Bradford, when the 
Lord Mayor, Alderman Wm. Wade, J.P., extended a hearty 
welcome to the Association. He said that Bradford claimed 
to be the first local authority to use powers to supply 
electricity, in 1889. Mr. Roles returned thanks and then 
delivered his address, of which an abstract follows. 

The leading feature of the address was his commentary 
on the recent and pending legislation with regard to elec- 
tricity supply. Incidentally, Mr. Roles referred to the 


removal of the obstacle which has hitherto restricted the | 


attendance of representatives of local authorities at tbe 
Convention, а concession which was certainly long overdue, 
and which should not only prove helpful to the Associa- 
tion, but should also facilitate attendance at various other 
gatherings in the public interest. Mr. Roles endorsed the 
complaint of members of the Association that the powers to 
carry on the hire-purchase system and to sell apparatus 
outright, for which they have long yearned, had not been 
granted by the Act, and expressed the hope that these 
additional powers might ultimately be secured by agreement 
with the Electrical Contractors’ Association. His natural 
optimism is here revealed ; we hope it will be justified 
by the event, but at the moment the prospects of the 
attainment of that desirable consummation seem remote. 
Turning to the major theme, Mr. Roles plumps for the 
compulsory and financial clauses of the new Electricity 
Bill, although he complains that municipal authorities in 
general are singularly indifferent to the matter, and some 
are openly hostile to the Bill. He admits that the terms 
of purchase might with advantage be amended, a view with 
which we cordially agree, and which, we think, will find 
few objectors; but he is not disposed to allow the com- 
pulsory powers of purchase to be dropped, or even delayed. 


The Annual Convention at llkley. 


His contention that such powers are indispensable, in order 
to coerce recalcitrant authorities, either municipal or 
private,” as he says, is one that we ourselves advanced 
when the Bill of 1919 was before Parliament; we are, 
however, inclined to sympathise with those who hold that 
the existing Act should be given a trial before any further 
legislation on these lines is enacted. The Commissioners have 
their hands full already with schemes in active progress; a 
considerable time is likely to elapse before they feel the 
need of compulsory powers of purchase, and in that time 
valuable experience will be gained on which to base legisla- 
tion. Purchase by agreement is already authorised under 
the Act of 1919, and is free from the objections justly 
raised to the terms of purchase that were foisted upon the 
companies in the original Bill. Apart from the question 
of purchase, voluntary co-operation in the establishment of 
Joint Electricity Supply Authorities is producing valuable 
resulta, and is very much to be preferred to compulsion. It 
may be that considerations such as these are at the root of 
that municipal indifference to the new Bill which Mr. 
Roles deplores. 

The financial clauses, however, stand on a different foot- 
ing. Finance is the stumbling-block in the path of the 
progress of the embryo Joint Authorities, which, unlike the 
individual municipalities, have not the rates at their backs. 
No such authority can mortgage the rates of any of ita con- 
stituents, some of which, moreover, will be private under- 
takings. Nor can it even pledge the plant and mains of the 
undertakings which it controls.. It will be impossible for 
Joint Authorities to raise the necessary capital for any 
developments outside the constituent undertakings, under 
the existing conditions. Weare of the same mind as Mr. 
Roles that Government ownership and control of power 
stations and mains would be in the last degree unwelcome 
and contrary to the public interest, but that the provision 
of funds for the purposes of the Joint Electricity Authorities 
is & Vital necessity, and, as he says, the financial clanses are 
the most important part of the amending Bill. 

It is interesting to learn from the address that the Asso- 
ciation is likely to appoint a salaried secretary and to secure 
suitable office accommodation. We were pleased to see 
that Mr. Roles commended the E.D.A. to the attention 
of the members ; seeing that the great majority of elec- 
tricity supply undertakings in this country are in municipal 
hands, and that the operations of the E.D.A. are directed 
towards the increased utilisation of electricity, it is obvious 
that ihe I. M. E. A. is in duty bound to give its whole-hearted 
support to the Electrical Development Association. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Roles was moved by Councillor 
Barge, of West Ham, who eulogised the work of the Presi- 
dent for the Association, especially during the past year. 
Mr. Gillin read his paper in abstract, after which Mr. 
Roles presented the author with a Premium in the form of 
a stop-watch. А lively discussion followed, in which 
Messrs. Wordingham, Staniland, Ayton, Bell, Fedden, 
Purse, Watson, Brooking, Webber, and Ferranti partici- 
. Later the Association was entertained to luncheon 
by the Bradford Electricity Committee. Councillor 
Wilfrid Turner, the chairman, presided. Alderman 
Sinclair, Mayor of Swansea, proposed the toast. The City 
of Bradford,” and the Lord Mayor responded. Mr. Chattock, 
formerly city electrical engineer there, proposed the health 
of the chairman, who duly responded. The delegates 
proceeded by char-à-bancs to the Phoenix Works of the 
English: Electric Co., where they were entertained to tea. 
Mr. Roles expressed the membere' thanks, and Mr. Pybus, 
joint-managing director, acknowledged. The Corporation 
electricity works were then visited. After returning to 
Ilkley there was a reception by Councillor Dixon, chairman 
of the Urban Council, at the Winter Gardens. In this very 
enjoyable function singing, dancing, and light refreshments 
each had a place. 

Up to the time of writing, the weather has been tine, 
and the Convention has proceeded successfully in every way. 
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Presidential Address. 


By THOMAS ROLES (City Electrical Engineer and 
Manager, Bradford). (Abstract.) 


As far as the electricity supply industry is concerned, the 
past year must for ever гешаш memorable, as during its 
course the Electricity (Supply) Bill received the attention 
of both Houses of Parliament, and the Electricity (Supply) 
Act, 1919, which resulted, came into operation. ‘This Act 
has been well referred to as the great charter of electricity, 
and it cannot fail to have far-reaching eilects on electricity 
supply in the British Isles. . | 

Many of the provisions of the Act give powers which the 
Association has itself for years laboured to secure, and a 
number of such powers have been obtained directly as the 
outcome of the efforts of the Association's Council. Repre- 
sentatives of a number of local authorities are for the first 
timé attending the Convention without fear of their reason- 
able expenses being questioned by a Government auditor. 
"The removal of the disability which previously existed as 
regards subscribing to associations has been of distinct 
ко to the Association, in that its membership has 
increased during the year as a result, and under the circum- 
stances now existing it is to be hoped that no municipal 
electricity supply undertaking will fail to avail itself of the 
advantages which membership of the Association affords. 

As regards the section of the Act which authorises the 
supply of apparatus on hire, considerable disappointment has 
been expressed by many members of this Association that the 
powers given are restricted to the hiring of such apparatus, 
as it is considered that powers to provide apparatus on the 
hire-purchase system and to sell outright are very necessary 
in the interests of municipal undertakings. Personally, I 
have every sympathy with these views, and consider that 
euch powers, if given, could be utilised for the benefit of 
consumers of electricity, electricity supply undertakings, 
electrical manufacturers, and electrical contractors; and I 
sincerely hope that in the course of time the relations between 
the Electrical Contractors’ Association (Incorporated) and this 
Association may become such that some agreement may be 
reached under which a successful attempt may be made by 
municipal electricity supply undertakings to Secure powers 
for hire-purchase and sale, to be utilised under certain agreed 
conditions which may be recognised by the electrical con- 
tractors as reasonable and just, and as being likely to advance 
rather than in any way to militate against their interests. 

It is a matter for regret that the Government found it 
necessary, in order to save those portions with which more 
or less general agreement had been expressed by the whole 
of the electrical industry, to withdraw certain clauses from 
the original Bill. This regret, I am aware, is not shared by 
& large number of those who are connected with the industry, 
who are of the opinion that the Act as it now stands is 
sufficiently comprehensive for all practical purposes, and that 
its provisions should be given a trial prior to any further 
legislation on. electricity supply matters being promoted. 
The Government, however, and it must be remembered that 
the Government has now the advantage of the advice of the 
Electricity Commission, appears to be of the opinion that it is 
desirable that the whole of the powers sought under the 
original Bill should be obtained. The clauses in the new Bill 
may be divided into two groups, those in the first of which 
have for their object the setting-up of District Electricity 
Boards and the compulsory acquisition of generating stations 
and main transmission lines belonging to existing electricity 
supply undertakings; the clauses in the second group, usually 
referred to as the financial clauses," have for their object 
the empowering of the Joint Electricity Authorities which 
are to be constituted under the existing Act, as well as the 
District Electricity Boards contemplated under the Bill, to 
borrow moneys, and to authorise the issue of stock. They 
will also allow authorised undertakers to give financial asstst- 
ance to Joint Electricity Authorities and District Electricity 
Boards, and the Electricity Commissioners, under certain 
circumstances, to lend money to such authorities and boards. 
. From the point of view of the electricity eupply industry 
the financial clauses may be said to be the most important. 
as it has become clear to all who have been considering the 
ectting-up of Joint Electricity Authorities that the financing 
of such authorities is impracticable until some such provisions 
as are contained in the clauses in question are made. 

With regard to that part of the Dill which concerns the 
setting-up of District Electricity Boards and the compulsory 
acquisition of generating stations and main transmission ]ines, 


it appears to me that, although in many cases such powers . 


mav not prove necessary, yet it is essential that the Com- 
missioners should be provided with thein, as otherwise it 1s 
diffieult to see how the Commissioners are to enforce the 
earrving-out of a desirable scheme in face of unreasonable 
opposition which may be experienced from one or more elec 
tricity undertakings in the district to which such scheme 1s 
to apply. As things are at present, it would appear that one 
unreasonable electricity. supply authority might bold up for 
a considerable tine, or even permanently, a scheme which 
wonld he to the benefit of the consumers of electricity in a 
verv large area. In view of the general satisfaction which 
has been expressed throughont the country with the appoint- 
menta which have been made to the Electricity, Commission, 
I consider there is no reason why the Commissioners should 
not be furnished with the powers necessary to ermble them 


to enforce the carrying-out of proposals which they deem to 
be in the public interest. It is possible that the terms of 
compulsory purchase, as set forth in the Bill, may, with 
advantage, be to some extent amended, but I think it will 
be generally conceded that provision should be made under 
which generating stations and main transmission lines may, 
under certain circumstances, be compulsorily acquired. 

As à private citizen having some knowledge of the subject 
I hold that the provision of an adequate supply of electricity 
at the cheapest possible price is an absolute necessity to the 
welfare of this country and its inhabitants, and I should not 
be prepared to allow any interest, either municipal or private, 
to etand in the way of euch an adequate and cheap supply 
being furnished. As President of this Association and chief 
officer of a municipal electricity supply undertaking, it is my 
duty to ensure as far as possible that municipal interests are 
conserved and furthered. 

In the light of these remarks, I feel that on general prin- 
ciples the Bill before Parliament should command the sup- 
port of local authorities. Of the two noble lords who tirst 
opposed last year's Bill on its being introduced into the 
Upper House, one is a director of certain electricity supply 
companies, nd the other was very recently the President of 
the British Commercial Gas Association. Having in view the 
sources from which opposition to the measure emanated, I 
think local authorities would not be wrong in coming to the 
conclusion that last year's Bill, including the clauses which 
were deleted, was one which on the whole might be regarded 
as іп no: way inimical to their interests. If such conclusion 
is come to, it follows that municipalities sbould look with 
favour on the Bill at present before Parliament, but up to the 
present there seem to be few eigns that this Bill is receiving 
any great ainount of support from local authorities. I would 
suggest it is high time that municipalities and the Associa- 
tions revresenting them came to some decision with regard 
to this matter, and defined a policy which their represents- 
tives and officials may pursue on their behalf. 

It has been put forward as an objection to the formation 
of Joint Electricity Authorities and District Electricity Boards 
that, in view of the heavy financial liabilities which munia. 
palities are having to incur in connection with housing and 
other matters, they cannot be* expected to incur further 
responsibilities of this nature by financing electricity supply 
schemes. It is, I think, advisable to consider the probable 
result should this attitude be generally taken up. ‘The very 
great demand for electricity which is now being made must 
be met, and the Government has apparently rightly deter- 
mined that it shall be met. If the principle of public control 
is to be given effect to, this must be done either by schemes 
financed by the Government or by municipal bodies individu- 
ally or in association. It appears quite clear that under pre- 
sent circumstances the Government is not in a position to 
finance such schemes, and were it able to do so I think 
it is generally felt that Government control of the generation 
and main transmission of electricity would not be in the 
interests of the community. If the Government will not or 
cannot supply electricity under a national scheme, and munt 
cipalities object to carry out the work by reason of the 
financial risks involved, the only alternative of the Govern- 
ment will be to hand over the task of the development of 
electricity supply to private enterprise. 

Personally, I cannot bring myself to believe that grounds 
for serious apprehension with regard to the financial position 
exist. The Engineering Commissioners are gentlemen fully 
acquainted with the principles underlying the giving of sup- 
plies of electricity under conditions which are likely to prove 
satisfactory from а financial point of view, and one cannet 
conceive that thev would urge any authority to embark on 
any rash scheme, or sanction the carrying-out of an unsound 
scheme put forward by any such authority. Moreover, ene 
of the Commissioners has been specially appointed to sive 
attention to financial matters in relation to electricity supply, 
and, therefore, one may expect him to place his veto on ашу 
scheme the financial aspects of which may appear to bim 
unsatisfactory. , . 

To my mind the principle underlying the legislation which 
has been enacted and which is proposed is as follows :— 

A great demand for supplies of electricity 1s being made 
throughout the country, and this demand will be an increas- 
ing one. The supplies сап be given bv existing authorities 
acting for the most part individually as they are doing at 
present. If, however, such authorities wil co-operate or 
amalgamate in order that electricity may be generated on э 
larger and more efficient scale, cheaper and more reliabie 
supplies should be available than if individual generation 5 


continued. mE 
The situation would probably be best dealt with in the 


following manner :— " | sa 

Immediate demands for electricity must in the nationa 
interest be met, and this will for the time being entail the 
extension of many existing generating stations, whether gooi. 
bad, or indifferent. Generating stations in reasonably eb? 
proximity to each other should be linked up by main tran“ 
mission cables, and on this being accomplished the most 
eflicient stations of those so linked would naturally, for econ 
mic reasons, be called upon to meet the greater part of the 
demand, the least efficient stations being operated for as 
short periods as possible. As far as practicable „ 
should only be allawer in connectiop with the most ethcen 


" 


i 
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stations. Where and when the demand renders it necessary, 


& capital station should be erected and equipped for the pro- 


than now for obtaining it. 


cubicles in each chamber; total permissible pressure drop on 
cables 74 per cent. 


sure of from 6,000 to 10,000 volts for district distribution. 


I" 
W- vision of the supply required in the district, instead of several | | 1 ion i 
è- smaller generating stations being erected, each of which would ile: ae Gott = Ко tee арас pierda ч 
Қ. . Supply the needs of one particular distributing area only. large supplies of energy and as а Cistributing кепе for its 
к. n, e capital station being put into commission it should, immediate district, the voltage for tbe latter purpose should 
n. Owing to its efficiency, be run at a high load factor. The be from 6,000 to 10,000; but f ; ively sh 
ф.. most efficient of the previously existin | 1 | onomi E 
ы р у g generating stations distances the most economical voltage for th nsm f 
к. wou’ M run at moderate load factors, and the smaller and ^ reasonably heavy loads from the 9 99 8 . 
m ке. о асна woud on ve utilised at peak load tributing centres in other districts will be 30,000 volts or 
n. Репо en Е ах Е ипе у dispensed with. On more. The curves shown in fig. 4 illustrate this fact. The 
be system of generating electricity would figures upon which the curves are based are as follows :— 
fs... be gradually evolved, which should tend to cheap production The total permissible pressure drop (including transf 
te ipe zen of supply, and at the same time the capital is within 10 per cent.; all 5 5 
* As ee E па would for the most part continue neglected, the figures being only capital outlay; step-up and 
3 lised to full advantage. LL : step-down transformers are included in the 30,000-volt curves 
1. ae far as one is able to judge from decisions which the but no transformers are necessary in the case of 6,000 volts: 
T A eee ne from time to time been re- only 6,000-volt switchgear has been provided for, it being 
x ро 15 С ive ыы aa ed 515 pies ы ш Rt рос assumed that transformers and cables wlil be treated as one 
бт. А 8 O Б ine ; 
be expressing no fear of taking the financial ee involved ee es n 3 oe allowed f s ain 
in supplying electricity over large areas; on the other hand, instance considered. In all curves and dius in this: es 
E they appear eager to accept such risks, and I have little doubt present-day prices form the basis, with copper at £195 ч 
1 At Pom a ое be prepared to relieve municipalities ton, lead £40 per ton; cables unarmoured, taped, laid direct 
i | ee responsibility regarding which some аге зо E average roadway conditions. | 
* I would, therefore, repeat that it is for municipal authori- indu dnt gir сет н 5 
*'. ties to decide upon the line of action they intend to pursue, resolve itself into a number of districts whose boundaries 
: Ü both with regard to the new Bill and the formation of Joint should be a maximum distance of 0 5 to 8 miles 
es „ 5 and that their decisions should be from their respective distribution centres; the latter (unless 
m Wed э wit e elay, as, if public control of the supply of themselves generating stations) receiving the requisite gupplies 
MEE ricity is desired, there is unlikely to be a better time from a generating station and transforming down to a pres- 
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The Design of Distributing Networks. 


Bv C. A. GILLIN, A. M. I. E. E. (Bradford Electricity 
Department). (Abstract.) 


PRACTICALLY all generating stations (in the United Kingdom) 
have been at one period of their evolution the sole distribut- 
ing centres in their areas of supply. In the larger areas they 
have been superseded by larger generating stations and by 
virtue of their'positions they have automatically become dis- 
tributing centres for their respective districts. 

The objects to be aimed at in designing distributing net- 
works are: (1) Economical service and distribution; (2) con- 
tinuity of supply; (3) satisfactory operation; (4) minimum 
expenditure on repairs. 


І (a) E. H. T. DISTRIBUTION. 


In figs. 1 and 2 the four squares A, B, C, D represent 
diagrammatically four districts in a supply area having a 
reasonably uniform density of load, the centre of each being 
at the points Х, and to represent scattered districts one 
merely thinks of the squares as being separated by as many 
miles as their boundaries are apart. 


This splitting-up of a supply area into constituent districts 
will be a natural process consequent upon the size of the 
existing cables connecting the districts to the sources of supply 
having becume inadequate to cope with the increased demands. 

The distributing centres will not necessarily be near the 
centres of their respective districts, аз their positions will be 
determined by power demands in unexpected directions and 
their strategic value for directional distribution. 

The lay-out of the k. H.. distributing network is intimately 
bound up with the question of the section of the cables, the 
system of electrical protection from the effects of faults, the 
satisfactory isolation of the faulty apparatus, and the main- 
tenance of the continuity of supply despite breakdowns. The 
early provision of an adequate number of telephone lines for 

nt to point communication is a factor of importance. 

All feeders as soon as possible after leaving the source of 
supply should be laid along different routes. After a few 
years they become a united fmaily again and the network, is 
thus created. All future extensions must be made with one 
eye on finance, the other on potential consumers, and the 
mind on prospective distributing centres. Unfortunately, 
good finance often means bad engineering (in distribution 
schemes), but this could and should be altered by judiciously 
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88,000-volt system. -— — ~- 88,000 volts. 
Transformer chambers per mile, curves a and Power transmitted, curves a and B. 1,000 Kk. v. A. 
в, 4; c and b, 6; x and F, 8; Gand H, 10. c and D, 6,000 k. v. A.; E and x, 10,000 K.v.a. 
ріс. 3.—ToTAL Cost or DISTRIBUTION Fig. 4.—Cost OF TRANSMISSION AT 
AT 6,600 AND 33,000 VOLTS. 6,600 AND 33,000 VOLTs. 


increasing the tariffs for electrical energy. Supply under- 
takings are inclined to be too philanthropic, except to their 
employés. 

When the early outgoing feeders are visibly аир ШП 
the limits of their carrying capacities is the time to spen 
a lot of money wisely for future requirements. And here 
lies the advantage of building up a considerable reserve fund 
instead of allocating a mythical ‘*surplus”’ towards the re- 
This is the time to establish distributing 


Fia. 2. 


Taking into account the cost of switchgear, number of 
transformer chambers per mile and their average K. v. A. 
demand, the most economical distribution pressure from 1 
mile up to about 5 miles radius is 6,000 volts and up to about 
8 miles radius is 10,000 volts. In order to show how the 
high cost of switchgear for use at higher pressures over- 
balances the reduction in cost of cables, the curves shown 
in fig. 3 have been prepared. 


Comparison has been made between 6,000 volts and 30,000 duction of rates. 
volts distribution, because the majority of stations are already centres and give some of them, via new transmission lines 
at 30,000 volts or more, & “cheap and abundant supply,“, at 


using the former, although 10,000 volts would bave shown 
results more favourable to the lower pressure at a greater 
radius of distribution than is shown with 6,000 volts. The 
higher values of the curves are of nó particular importance, 
as the radius of distribution of a main distributing centre 
would seldom exceed 4 miles. The curves are based on the 
following data: No duplicate cables; all cables split-conductor 
tvpe; transformers and buildings not included; average capa- 
city ef transformer chambers 250 KE. . A.; three ewitchgear 


the same time linking-up or cross-connecting to other districts 
until it becomes necessary for these in their turn. to be 
augmented by similar means. Thus we reach the scheme 
shown diagrammatically in figs. ! and 2, where the squares 
A. B, С, D represent districts each of about 16 square miles 
area, X represents the distributing centres, G S the generat- 
ing station, and all intersections or junctions of lines sub- 
stations, transformer chambers, or gwitching chambers 
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In the early days practically all cables laid were too 
small, chiefly perhaps because of difficulties with regard 
to capital expenditure; the practice should not be repeated. 
All cable sizes should be decided more by the dictates of 
experience than as the result of calculation. The only limits 
to the sizes of cables between generating stations and dis- 
tributing centres should be those due to difficulties in hand- 
ling, desirability of duplication, limitation of reliability of 
switchgear operation under extraordinary loads, and financial 
checkmates. 

The sectional area of network cables will depend upon their 
position relative to the other portions of the network, and 
on the loads they may be called upon to carry in the event 
of faults on neighbouring or co-related cables. It is generally 
uneconomical to load up cables to their safe carrying capacity. 
The curves in figs. 5 and 7 give an interesting illustration of 
the extent to which cables may be safely loaded. The regults 
shown should be used discreetly for a.c. pressures higher than 
400 volts, as L.T. А.С. currents were used in determining the 
curve values, and allowance must be made for heating due 
to energy loss in the dielectric. The curves in fig. 5 shows 
the temperature rise due to a steady current of uniform value, 
and those in fig. 7 have been obtained by increasing the 
current in any particular cable in successive stages after the 
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temperature due to the current value in the immediately 
preceding stage had ceased to increase. Each of the latter 
readings involved a run of several hours before the tempera- 
ture became steady, and the tests occupied three weeks. 
‘There was only one three-core cable used in each test, so 
that the results require adjustment where two or more loaded 
cables are laid near each other. 

The system of protection should be the first point to be 
tackled, instead of—as it often is—the last.  Effectual pro- 
tection is one of the most important items in the whole 
undertaking. 

The Merz-Price, the split-conductor, and the Hunter-Beard 
compensated pilot appear to be the only well-tried systems 
of protection which fulfil the conditions; and of these the 
split-conductor seems to be the best for our purpose up to 
about 20,000 volts. Beyond this voltage the compensated pilot 
has the advantage if it turns out as goed as it seems. Are 
the extra advantages worth the extra cost? A duplicate radial 
system of mains, with tees off wherever necessary, judiciously 
interlinked at points provided with reverse power relays and 
equipped wherever necessary with time-limit overload pro- 


tection, with, generally, the transformer chambers and sub- 
stations divided between the two feeders, has been and still 
remains a popular arrangement. Its disadvantages are sinall 
having regard to the infrequency of F.H.T. faults, and in prac- 
tice lie in the fact that perhaps once in five or six years half 
the consumers connected to a feeder have their supply cut 
off for an hour or so until they can be changed over to the 
duplicate feeder. Until a very few years ago our experience 
was that most of the supplv interruptions were due to faulty 
protective apparatus, particularly in the case of reverse power 
relays, but these drawbacks no longer apply if discretion in 
the choice of suitable instruments be employed. 

The greatest asset in the claim to superiority of the balanced- 
current or split-conductor system of protection 1s the fact 
of the non-interference of cable faults with the continuity of 
supply. This fact, of course, presupposes the completion of 
all the interconnections necessary to ensure a supply being 
available from another cable at all sub-stations and transfor- 
mer chambers. 


The reliability of modern cables, however, is 


so great that one is quite justified in taking, and is, indeed, 
generally economically compelled to take, the small risks of 
temporarily supplying via only one cable with a view to inter- 
linking later when the opportunity presents itself. This 
position is illustrated diagrammatically in fig. 6 at a and в, 
with c as a prospective means of completing the cycle. 

In order to compure the costs of complete networks con- 
structed to operate under these two systems, i.e., the duplicate 
radial system and the split-conductor system, a typical district 
approximately 16 square miles in area, commencing at a line 
one mile from the centre of a city and extending outward, 
has been examined. Definite positions for transformer 
chambers at distances averaging 1 mile apart and 6,000 volts 
distribution have been «assumed. Account was only taken of 
excavation, reinstatement, cables, their mechanical protection 
and jointing, feeder switchgear, and protective apparatus in 
transformer chambers. Buildings and the remaining trans- 
former-chamber equipments have been left out. As a fair 
comparison two 3-core 0.05 cables, unarmoured, taped and 
with copper earth sheath in the one case, and one 3-core 
0.1 sq. in. split-conductor cable, unarmoured, taped and with- 
out copper earth sheath in the other case, were taken. The 
resulting costs approximated so closely in the two cases that 
financial considerations do not at all enter into the discussion 
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as tu which system is the better to adopt. In fact, by chang- 
ing about the assumed positions of transformer chambers 
elther system can be shown to be slightly cheaper than the 


other. 


І (b). MEDiUM-PRESSURE A.C. AND D.C. DISTRIBUTION. 


Medium-pressure supply areas are now always divided up 
into districts, which may be called feeder areas, a feeding 
point or transformer chamber answering the same purpose 
and performing the same functions in a minor degree as the 
distributing centres referred to in section 1 (a). Each dis 
trict is connected with its neighbouring districts through a 
number of fuse pillars. Most municipal supply areas have 
a good deal of productive capital sunk in D.C. networks of very 
heavy density within a reasonable distance of the original 
generating station. As the demand for energy increases, and 
more economical and larger units of plant become practicable, 
generation is of necessity by turbo-alternators, which replace 
gradually the smaller machines. The tendency will be to 
narrow down the D.C. areas by the encroachment upon their 
boundaries of the А.С. mains. It will not only be found a 
sound commercial proposition to encourage this А.С. advance 
by a reasonable lopping-off and changing-over to А.С. of the 
extended arms in the D.C. areas, but these prospective altera- 
tions should be anticipated Ьу putting down suitable dis 
tributing mains and arranging the local balancing in advance 
whenever extensions are made where this seems appropriate. 
The subsequent change-over to the А.С. system then becomes 
both inexpensive and comparatively simple. 

D.C. feeders should not be of large size except where neces- 
sary to compensate for voltage drop, because (1) the supply 
to an area beving its feeder out of commission has to be 
maintained by the distributors of its own and its adjoining 
areas in addition to their own load; (2) disturbance is more 
circumscribed in the event of feeder troubles; (3) the dis- 
tribution voltage is more uniform. For these reasons also the 
radius of a feeder should be extended or reduced according to 
the density of its load, and any later adjustments rendered 
necessary to cope with increased loads may be met by putting 
down another feeder and creating an additional feeder area. 
These remarks apply equally to the capacities of sub-stations. 
transformer chambers, and transformer pits in the case of 
the А.С. areas. 

In the matter of individual feeder areas, the following 
observations are applicable both to b.c, and А.С. systems of 
supply. 

Every proposed extension must be carefully considered as 
to its bearing on all other parts of its own and adjoining feeder 
areas. Arterial cables leaving a feeding point must have 
ample provision not only for carrying their own local loads, 
but also for any supplementary loads they may have imposed 
upon them in consequence of the failure of another arterial 
cable or a feeder supplying an adjacent area. The number 
of cables radiating from a feeder point should be as large 
as possible, and each of them should feed a small section oi 
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an area, the said section being controlled by a heavy fuse at i i 
the feeding point and connected to adjoining sections of the should be entered on this ide half-hour. asl can 
same area and to neighbouring areas through sectional fuse 88€ at а glance the exact condition of the battery. We can 


illars in which the fuses are carefully graded to suit their it i i i i i ity i 
focal obligations. Between these points network disconnect- see whether it is charging or discharging, its capacity in 
ing boxes, switch pillars, and other fuse pillars should be ampere hours, and the rate of charge or discharge. As it 
inserted at strategical intervals. Intelligently followed out, is impracticable to test each cell in the battery every half- 
these provisions will restrict to a minimum the inconveniences hour lect ll he “pi » : 
due to faults, facilitate the quick restoration of healthy ке can select one cell as the pilot cell, and ite 
Mi 4, aloy e comparatively rapid location ої condition as indicative of the condition of the remaining 

earths and other troubles. i : i 

It would be a good plan to provide a sum annually out of cells. The voltage, specific gravity, and temp erature of this 
revenue to be used for the ace purpose of converting into a Cell are noted every half-hour, and from these readings we 
decent engineering Job those cases where capital expenditure i iti 
is curtailed in order to make an extension to prospective саега тагу ассиги MER гше gondition: of the 
consumer a paying proposition. ‘The use of a provision of battery. In very large batteries two, or even more, cells 


this sort should be exercised with careful discretion, but it may be used as pi 

would certainly be of great advantage to be able to propose x additi Agee in ll readi h f l 
a scheme for approval at a epecified cost, with an addition Sean юп 9 PLOV беш геаашрв, NOWEVET; а -Carend 
from such a fund for engineering purposes. examination of the battery should be made every night at a 


A limited range of cable sizes should be definitely stan- : : "nl 
dardised for all the above purposes. For Ре bao 1 specified time (preferably when the load on the station is 


viz., 0.5 sq. in. and 1.0 sq. in. sectional area, with a smaller аба minimum). These readings should be entered in the 


neutral for p.c. districts, should be sufficient, keeping in mind T vj ; » 
the desirability of increasing the number of f Spic шт Individual Cell Readings,” columns, and upon the voltage 


than пе carryin capacity. Pilot cables are sorne timen not or specific gravity of any cell varying from the average, a 
very satisfactory when laid up under the same sheath as the i irati : iti 

feeder cables, but several instances have occurred where they сыш investigation of its condition сап be made. A 
have saved very inconvenient interruptions to district sup. record of all work done on the battery should be noted in 
plies by indicating incipient faults before these. have affected the remarks column. Special log sheets could be printed 


the cores of the feeder. For this reason, amongst others, # ыз 
pilot wires should always be protected by a light 155 at the for the battery only, but the better way is to embody it in 


feeding point as well as at the station. the station log sheet. 


For distributors, sizes varying from about 0.3 sq. in. to 
0.05 sq. in. sectional area in four stages should be adopted, 
the existence of tlie smaller eizes being forgotten wherever 
possible. A smaller neutral would, of course, be used on b.c. | 
networks but not on А.С. networks, as it must be remembered 
that an out-of-balance on the two systems has not always LEGAL. 
the same effect in the neutral cable. The same sizes, with 
the range extended to a minimum of 0.0229 sq. in., would 
also be used for services. It seems hardly worth while con- STOBIE. v. NEWCASTLE-ON-TyNE ELECTRIC. SUPPLY Co. 


sidering a smaller size than 0.092 sq. in. nowadays when the TOM 

size of "the house is no longer an indication of ihe Annees of салш prem Ps di. 
the resident. Mn. NorMan WEST, electrical engineer on the staff of the 
(To be concluded.) Supply Co., said that he first met Mr. Stobie when he got 
in touch with the Supply Co. with a view to that company 
financing him. That was in 1911, at which time he (Mr. 
Stobie) had a small works at Sheffield. He (witness) was 
directly connected with the construction of the Stobie Steel 
THE KEEPING OF BATTERY RECORDS. Works at Dunston, which were lent by the Supply Co. In 
— 1915 he became secretary of the Stobie Steel Co., the business 
; Бр of which, at that time, was going very badly, and a supple- 
5 1 necessarily еМ и pa part of mental agreement was entered into to get over the difficulty. 
most c Bre- петегицезевв: Very important A control committee of the Stobie Steel Co. was appointed, 
articles, and unless accurate records are kept of them it is and witness was a member of that committee from that time 
very ‘unlikely that the best possible results will be until July 3184, 1917. He was at the Stobie Steel Works 


obtained from them. The study of accumulator behaviour ede d seven uv a iie pene 99 кез 5 

i | : ae | obie was away. r. Stobie ha o separate o 

is almost a science in itself, and one which a large number Newcastle, but used to work in a room in his private house. 

of engineers are inclined to treat somewhat lightly. Of the 19 i and the early part of 1917 2 о һеага 
| | ; that Mr. Stobie was carrying on any separa usiness in 

value of complete records of the behaviour of accumulator the nature of a construction business, and so far as he knew 


batteries there can be no doubt ; indeed, practically all the he had no building where he could do any construction. In 
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leading battery manufacturers who guarantee their goods 1917 the plant of the Bradley Williams works at Dunston 
was sold by auction. Witness attended the sale with Mr. 


demand that full records be sent to them regularly in order Stobie and bought for the Stobie Steel Co. a store and 114 


that they may watch very carefully the life of the cells yards i пп ui ings. cars Na оош for removal to 
: : the steel works. At that time there had been no suggestion 

5 and in 5 „ Dy tale DANCY ff f Williams, works 
prevent serious damage to the battery. Shortly afterwards, however, Mr. Stobie reported to the 
When keeping records of accumulators it is well to 1 n e naa Mid Eo ш she газаа о 

; ( the Bradley Williams А ве е site for £2,000, an 

remember two things : one, the record should show at a gave a glowing account of the possibilities if it were pur- 


glance everything of importance, and two, everything that chased. Mr. Sloan, the managing director of the Supply 
is not of importance should be left out, as it only occupies Co., and а member of the Stobie Control Committee, was 
; against the proposal at first, but in the end he was won 


valuable Space and helps to confuse the issue. We can now over by Mr. Stobie’s glowing account of the possibilities. 


ask ourselves what records are necessary in order that ће In the end the committee asked Mr. Stobie to prepare an 
estimate of the cost of equipping the new works with plant 


engineer may see clearly what is taking place in the battery. and machinery. The object of that was to see to what extent 
A suggested form of log sheet is shown in fig. 1; readings the Stobie Steel Co. would be committed if the project was 
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In the early days practically all cables laid were too 
small, chiefly perhaps because of difficulties with regard 
to capital expenditure; the practice should not be repeated. 
All cable sizes should be decided more by the dictates of 
experience than as the result of calculation. The only limits 
to the sizes of cables between generating stations and dis- 
tributing centres should be those due to difficulties in hand- 
ling, desirability of duplication, limitation of reliability of 
switchgear operation under extraordinary loads, and financial 
checkmates. 

The sectional area of network cables will depend upon their 
position relative to the other portions of the network, and 
on the loads they may be called upon to carry in the event 
of faults on neighbouring or co-related cables. It is generally 
uneconomical to load up cables to their safe carrying capacity. 

e curves in figs. 5 and 7 give an interesting illustration of 
the extent to which cables may be safely loaded. The regults 
shown should be used discreetly for А.С. pressures higher than 
400 volts, as L.T. A.c. currents were used in determining the 
curve values, and allowance must be made for heating due 
to energy loss in the dielectric. The curves in fig. 5 shows 
the temperature rise due to a steady current of uniform value, 
and those in fig. 7 have been obtained by increasing the 
current in any particular cable in successive stages after the 
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temperature due to the current value in the immediately 
preceding stage had ceased to increase. Each of the latter 
readings involved a run of several hours before the tempera- 
ture became steady, and the tests occupied three weeks. 
There was only one three-core cable used in each test, so 
that the results require adjustment where two or more loaded 
cables are laid near each other. 

The system of protection should be the first point to be 
tackled, instead of—as it often is—the last.  Effectual pro- 
tection is one of the most important items in the whole 
undertaking. 

The Merz-Price, the split-conductor, and the Hunter-Beard 
compensated pilot appear to be the only well-tried systems 
of protection which fulfil the conditions; and of these the 
split-conductor seems to be the best for our purpose up to 
about 20,000 volts. Beyond this voltage the compensated pilot 
has the advantage if it turns out as goed as it seems. Are 
the extra advantages worth the extra cost? А duplicate radial 
system of mains, with tees off wherever necessary, judiciously 
interlinked at points provided with reverse power relays and 
equipped wherever necessary with time-limit overload pro- 
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tection, with, generally, the transformer climbers and sub- 
stations divided between the two feeders, has been and still 
remains a popular arrangement. Its disadvantages are sinall 
having regard to the infrequency of £.H.T. faults, and in prac- 
tice lie in the fact that perhaps once in five or six years half 
the consumers connected to a feeder have their supply cut 
off for an hour or so until they can be changed over to the 
duplicate feeder. Until a very few years ago our experience 
was that most of the supply interruptions were due to faulty 
protective apparatus, particularly in the case of reverse power 
relays, but these drawbacks no longer apply if discretion in 
the choice of suitable instruments be employed. 

The greatest asset in the claim to superiority of the balanced- 
current or split-conductor system of protection is the fact 
of the non-interference of cable faults with the continuity of 
supply. This fact, of course, presupposes the completion of 
all the interconnections necessary to ensure a supply being 
available from another cable at all sub-stations and transfor- 


mer chambers. The reliability of modern cables, however, is 


so great that one is quite justified in taking, and is, indeed, 
generally economically compelled to take, the small risks of 
temporarily supplying via only one cable with a view to inter- 
linking later when the opportunity presents itself. This 
position is illustrated diagrammatically in fig. 6 at a and B, 
with c as a prospective means of completing the cycle. 

In order to compure the costs of complete networks con- 
structed to operate under these two systems, i. e., the duplicate 
radial system and the split-conductor system, a typical district 
approximately 16 square miles in area, commencing at a line 
one mile from the centre of a city and extending outward, 
has been examined. Definite positions for transformer 
chambers at distances averaging 4 mile apart and 6,000 volts 
distribution have been.assumed. Account was only taken of 
excavation, reinstatement, cables, their mechanical protection 
and jointing, feeder switchgear, and protective apparatus in 
transformer chambers. Buildings and the remaining trans- 
former-chamber equipments have been left out. As a fair 
comparison two 3-core 0.05 cables, unarmoured, taped and 
with copper earth sheath in the one case, and one 3-core 
0.1 sq. in. split-conductor cable, unarmoured, taped and with- 
out copper earth sheath in the other case, were taken. The 
resulting costs approximated so closely in the two cases that 
financial considerations do not at all enter into the discussion 
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as to which system is the better to adopt. In fact, by chang- 
ing about the assumed positions of transformer chambers 
either system can be shown to be slightly cheaper than the 


other. 


I (b). MepiuM-PRESSURE A.C. AND D.C. DISTRIBUTION. 


Medium-pressure supply areas are now always divided up 
into districts, which may be called feeder areas, a feeding 
point or transformer chamber answering the same purpose 
and performing the same functions in a minor degree as the 
distributing centres referred to in section 1 (a). Each dis- 
trict is connected with its neighbouring districts through a 
number of fuse pillars. Most municipal supply areas have 
a good deal of productive capital sunk in D.C. networks of very 
heavy density within a reasonable distance of the original 
generating station. As the demand for energy increases, and 
inore economical and larger units of plant become practicable, 
generation is of necessity by turbo-alternators, which replace 
gradually the smaller machines. The tendency will be to 
narrow down the D.c. areas by the encroachment upon their 
boundaries of the А.С. mains. It will not only be found a 
sound commercial proposition to encourage this А.С. advance 
by a reasonable lopping-off and changing-over to А.С. of the 
extended arms in the D.. areas, but these prospective altera- 
tions should be anticipated by putting down guitable dis- 
tributing mains and arranging the local balancing in advance 
whenever extensions are made where this seems appropriate. 
The subsequent change-over to the А.С. system then becomes 
both inexpensive and comparatively simple. 

D.C. feeders should not be of large size except where neces- 
sary to com pore for voltage drop, because (1) the supply 
to an area having its feeder out of commission has to be 
maintained by the distributors of its own and its adjoining 
areas in addition to their own load; (2) disturbance is more 
circumscribed in the event of feeder troubles; (3) the dis- 
tribution voltage is more uniform. For these reasons also the 
radius of a feeder should be extended or reduced according to 
the density of its load, and any later adjustments rendered 
necessary to cope with increased loads may be met by putting 
lown another feeder and creating an additional feeder area. 
‘These remarks apply equally to the capacities of sub-stations, 
transformer chambers, and transformer pits in the case of 
the А.С. areas. 

In the matter of individual feeder areas, the following 
observations are applicable both to b.c. and А.С. systems of 
supply. | 

Every proposed extension must be carefully considered as 
to its bearing on all other parts of its own and adjoining feeder 
areas. Arterial cables leaving a feeding point must have 
ample provision not only for carrying their own loca! loads, 
but also for any supplementary loads they may have imposed 
upon them in consequence of the failure of another arterial 
cable or a feeder supplying an adjacent area. The number 
of cables radiating from a feeder point should be as large 
as possible, and each of them should feed a small section of 
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an area, the said section being controlled by a heavy fuse at should be entered on this every half-hour.. From it we can 


the feeding point and connected to adjoining sections of the 
same area and to neighbouring areas through sectional fuse 86 at a glance the exact condition of the battery. We can 


illars in which the fuses are carefully gruded to suit their it i i i : : TES 
focal obligations. Between these points network disconnect- V charging or dischargi ng, ue capacity га 
ing boxes, switch pillars, and other fuse pillars ehould be ampere hours, and the rate of charge or discharge. As it 
inserted at strategical intervals. Intelligently followed out, is impracticable to test each cell in the battery every half- 
these provisions will restrict to а minimum the inconveniences hour lect ll he “pi » : 
due to faults, facilitate the quick restoration of healthy » We can select one cell as the pilot cell," and its 
. and alon of comparatively rapid location of condition as indicative of the condition of the remaining 
earths and other troubles. cell. The voltage, specific gravity, and temperature of this 


It would be a good plan to provide a sum annually out of ; 
revenue to be used for the sole purpose of converting into a Cell are noted every half-hour, and from these readings we 


decent 1 job those cases where capital expenditure can get a very accurate conception of the condition of the 


is curtailed in order to make an extension to à prospective 
consumer а paying proposition. The use of a provision of battery. In very large batteries two, or even more, cells 


this sort should be exercised with careful discretion, but it may be used as pilot cells. 


would certainly be of great advantage to be able to pr pose s : , 
a scheme for approval at a specified cost, with an addition In addition to the pilot cell readings, however, a careful 
from such a fund for engineering purposes. examination of the battery should be made every night at a 


A limited range of cable eizes should be definitely stan- : . zan; 
dardised for all the above purposes. For feeders о sizes, ee ified time (preferably when the load on the station is 
yiz 95 ag: in. on 10 eq. m коиш ae) with a smaller аба minimum). These readings should be entered in the 
neutral for p.c. districts, shou sufficient, keeping in mind * Indivi inga” 
the desirability of increasing the number of са rather пиа d Readings, со шаш, and apon tie томе 
than their carrying capacity. Pilot cables are sometimes not or Specific gravity of any cell varying from the average, a 


very satisfactory when laid up under the same sheath as the careful investigation of its condition be mad A 
feeder cables, but several insta hav ed where they. ga gram 5 : 
псев gave occurred waere еу record of all work done on the battery should be noted in 


bave saved very inconvenient interruptions to district sup- 
plies by indicating incipient faults before these have affected the remarks column. Special log sheets could be printed 


the cores of the feeder. For this reason, amongst others, : TP 
pilot wires should always be protected by a light fuse at the for the battery only, but the better way is to embody it in 
feeding point as well as at the station. the station log sheet. 

For distributors, sizes varying from about 0.3 sq. in. to | 
0.05 sq. in. sectional area in four Stages ehould be adopted, 
the existence of tlie smaller eizes being forgotten wherever 
possible. A smaller neutral would, of course, be used on PD. C. 
networks but not on А.С. networks, as it must be remembered 
that an out-of-balance on the two systems has not always LEGAL. 
the same effect in the neutral cable. The same sizes, with 
the range extended to a minimum of 0.022 sq. in., would 


also be used for services. It seems hardly worth while con- STOBIE. v. NEWCASTLE-ON-TyNE ELECTRIC Surry Co. 

sidering a smaller size than 0.022 sq. in. nowadays when the (Continued from p. 778.) 

size of the house is no longer an indication of the affluence of З | ЧА 

the resident. Mr. NoRMAN WEST, electrical engineer on the staff of the 
(To be concluded.) Supply Co., eaid that he first met Mr. Stobie when he got 


in touch with the Supply Co. with a view to that company 
financing him. That was in 1911, at which time he (Mr. 
Stobie) had a small works at Sheffield. He (witness) was 
directly connected with the construction of the Stobie Steel 


THE KEEPING OF BATTERY RECORDS. Works at Dunston, which were lent by the Supply Co. Iu 
—————— 1915 һе became secretary of the Stobie Steel Co., the business 


; mi of which, at that time, was going very badly, and a supple- 
b 5 necessarily = md part of mental agreement was entered into to get over the difficulty. 
most generating stations, are nevertheless very important A control committee of the Stobie Steel Co. was appointed, 
articles, and unless accurate records are kept of them it is and witness was a member of that committee from that time 
very ‘unlikely that the best possible results will be until July 3184, 1917. He was at the Stobie Steel Works 


obtained from them. The study of accumulator behaviour practically seven days a week, being in charge when Mr. 
is al t ; in itself, and БЕ] bs Stobie was away. Mr. Stobie had no separate office in 
stg mos " peice 1 gel, and one which а large number Newcastle, but used to work in a room in his private house. 
of engineers are inclined to treat somewhat lightly. Of the ша п the early part of 1917 ne n heard 

reco . | that Mr. Stoble was carrying оп апу separa usiness in 
value of complete rds of the behaviour of accumulator the nature of a construction business, and so far as he knew 


batteries there can be no doubt; indeed, practically all the he had no building where he could do any construction. In 


ААТ! 


L] IYI ы. 
CHARGING Qt PILOT CELL No PILOT tu No. кыю май. KOIVIOUAL CE READINGC 
ving. oa CHARGE OR R EU 


Fic. t.—SucGestep Form or Battery Loc SHEET. 


leading battery manufacturers who guarantee their goods 1917 the plant of the Bradley Williams works at Dunston 
was sold by auction. Witness attended the sale with Mr. 


demand that full records be sent to them regularly in order Stobie and bought for the Stobie Steel Co. a store and 114 
that they may watch very carefully the life of the cells yards of main line in t Sap Donant for removal to 

: : the steel works. At that time there ha п no suggestion 
themselves, and in апу саса they are able, by this method, of the purchase of the site of the Bradley Williams works. 


to prevent serious damage to the battery. Shortly afterwards, however, Mr. Stobie reported to the 


When keeping records of accumulators it is well to сол исе а a had Rad an m from the н 0 

; { the Bradley Williams . to sell the site for £2,000, an 

remember two things t one, the record should show ab a gave a glowing account of the possibilities if it were pur- 
glance everything of importance, and two, everything that chased. Mr. Sloan, the managing director of the Supply 
is not of importance should be left out, as it only occupies Co., and а member of the Stobie Control Committee, was 
, against the proposal at first, but in the end he was won 


valuable Space and helps to confuse the issue. We can now over by Mr. Stobie's glowing account of the possibilities. 
ask ourselves what records ure necessary in order that the ln the end the committee asked Mr. Stobie to prepare an 
estimate of the cost of equipping the new works with plant 


engineer may see clearly what is taking place in the battery. and machinery. The object of that was to see to what extent 
A suggested form of log sheet is shown in fig. 1; readings the Stobie Steel Co. would be committed if the project was 
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gone on with. Already they had made pig iron in the elec- 
trical furnaces at the Stobie Steel Works. Mr. Stobie's idea 
in acquiring the Bradley Williams works was to manufacture 
synthetic pig, and he gave a glowing account of the profits 
which could be made out of synthetic pig iron, and said he 
had entered into negotiations with & Sheffield firm, Messrs. 
Dunford. & Elliott, Ltd., to purchase all their output of 
synthetic pig. He also said that the machinery used for the 
manufacture of synthetic pig could afterwards be adapted 
to steel production, and that it would revolutionise the 
manufacture of steel by the electric smelting process. Upon 
that the committee sanctioned the project. 

Although ME hearing had stood adjourned until Wednesday, 
June 16th, Tomlin, K.C., mentioned the case on June 
15th in the e of an application for postponement. He 
said that both sides had received telegrams from their respec- 
tive clients suggesting the desirability of an adjournment with 
a view to a settlement, and he asked that the case might be 
«йн, to stand out of the list while negotiations were taking 
place 

His Lordship agreed to this, and the тЫ hearing was 
ultimately adjourned for three weeks. 


COMPENSATION CLAIM. 


AT Sunderland County Court, on June 17th, Robert Lawson 
Black, of Southwick-on-Wear, claimed compensation from 
Messrs. William Gray & Co., Ltd., of the Wear Shipbuilding 
Yard, for the death of his son, Robert Allan Black. 

Defendants were not legally represented, but wrote offering 
& payment of £75 in settlement of the claim. 

Mr. MALONE, barrister, on behalf of the appellant, stated 
that on December 16th last the deceased youth was repairing 
an electric wire at the Wear shipyard when the current was 

inadvertently switched on by some person unknown, and he 
was instantaneously killed. Although only 16 years of age, 
deceased was over six feet in height, and doing journeyman's 
work. He took a keen interest in his profession, and was 
attending technical classes with a view to improving his 
prospects. Under those circumstances he asked his Honour 
to fix the amount of compensation at £150. 

Judge Mook complied and allowed costs on C scale. 

At a later stage of the dav Mr. THOS. RICHARDSON, bar- 
rister, entered the Court and informed the judge that he 
had heen instructed to appear for the defendant company, 
but owing to the unsatisfactory train service the solicitor 
concerned and himself did not arrive in the town until the 
сазе was over. He therefore asked for & re-hearing on the 
ground that his clients considered the sum paid into Court 

was adequate. 

Plaintitf’s solicitor said Mr. Malone had then gone, but 
he (the solicitor) would raise no objection to the case being 
reopened. 

His Honour said he would grant a rehearing at the next 
sitting of the Court, but on the facts as placed before him, 
ne а not think there was much chance of his decision being 

tere 

In view of this expression from the judge, Mr. Richardson 
said his clients would again consider the matter. 


^ 


CUDDON v. ROBINSON. 


A NOVEL aud interesting point of law, arising out of the 
special war legislation, involving the question as to whether 
electrical installation. for lighting purposes could be regarded 
as coming within the term decorations was raised in an 
` action before Sir Francis Newbolt, High Courts Official Re- 
feree, which terminated on June 15th, after a hearing which 
occupied five days. The plaintiffs, Messrs. John Cuddon and 
Co., builders, of West Norwood, claimed from Mr. Henry 
Taylor Robinson, of Rosendale Road, Dulwich, the sum of 
£89, balance of account of £609 for work done and materials 
supplied, and the defence set up was that the contract being 
one for over 4500 the work required the sanction of the 
Minister of Munitions, and such sanction not having been 
obtained, the money was irrecoverable. The plaintiffs’ case 
in answer to this plea was that the work was dune under 


orders given from time to time, and that even if the work . 


could be regarded as coming within the terms of the order, 
after deducting the expense of putting in the electric light 
(£123) the cost would be brought down to a figure con- 
siderably below the 4500. 

Mr. HENRIQUES, representing the plaintiff, argued that elec- 
tric lighting was not decoration, and therefore did not come 
within the regulation laid down by the order of July, 1916, 
which made it lawful for the Minister of Munitions to autho- 
rise or prohibit the carrying on of building work. But the 
regulation was in relation to construction work or demolition, 
and the question was whether the work in question could be 

called either the one or the other. The electric lighting was 

pus out by Mr. Seagrove, electrical engineer, of Dulwich, 
whose charges included the supply of Osram lamps, brackets, 
and fittings, and defendant said that when an estimate of the 
probable cost of the work was given to him he understood it 
was to include the electric light installation. 

The evidence related. chiefly to matters of detail, after 
bearing which, judgment was reserved, | 


The OFFICIAL REFEREE, in giving judgment on June 18th, 
decided that the defence of illegality had not been inade out. 
It was, he said, abundantly clear that when the contract 
was made it was thought by both parties to be a smaller 
job than it turned out to be, although, even now, including 
the cost of electric lighting, it scarcely exceeded the limit 
of £500 named in the order of the Ministry of Munitions. The 
work was certainly not illegal ab initio, and the defendants 
contended that it became illegal when items were ordered 
bringing the cost over the hmit af which time the parties 
ought. to have known that a licence would be required, but 
he was not convinced that the electrical installation which 
amounted to £123 16s. 3d. was included in the words con- 
struction, alteration, repairs, decoration, or the demolition 
of buildings, " and it was clear to his mind that in this par- 
ticular case the total cost of the whole completed work in 
contemplation relating to repairs and decorations never ex- 
ceeded £500. That defence, therefore, failed. It was common 
ground that until the work was finished and the final account 
prepared neither party knew that a licence was necessary. 
In deciding, upon an analysis of the evidence, that plaintiffs 
were duly entitled to the reduced amount of £91 5s. 3d. on 
the claim, Sir Francis said that although the defendant had 
succeeded in reducing the claim, the expenses had been in- 
creased by the defence of illegality, and he therefore, in giving 
judgment for the plaintiffs for 291 5s. 3d., ordered the defen- 
dants to pay to plaintiffs half of the taxed costs on the High 
Court scale. 


 HuaHEs. v. British Exame, Вопкк & ELECTRICAL 
. INSURANCE Co., LTD. 


Mk. Justice P. O. LAWRENCE, in the Chancery Division, on 
June 17th, heard an action jn which Edwin Hughes, an 
insurance broker; of Swansea, sued the defendant company, 
of Manchester, for payment of commission on all policies of 
insurance effected with the defendant company through his 
introduction, and for an allowance for expenses and services 
rendered in connection with a scheme of Engine Time 
lost" insurance which was dropped. 

Mr. R. A. WiLLES, for the plaintiff, said he acted as the 
defendant company's whole-time agent in South Wales for 
ten years, viz., from 1908 to 1918, and the connection came 
to an end as a result of.a dispute concerning the payment 
of expenses. The terms upon which he worked were 15 per 
cent. on all boiler, engine, and electrical plant insurances. 
There was no agreement about expenses, but the defendant 
company told him that if they found that he had incurred 
travelling expenses on their behalf, they would act in a 
businesslike and reasonable way. 

Mr. BErBEE, for the defendant company, said they dis- 
puted the rate of commission. While it was 15 per cent. 
on boiler and electrical plant policies, it was only 10 per cent. 
on engines. 

Mr. WiLLEs went on to say that the Engine Time Lost 
scheme was for insurance in case of engine ‘breakdowns, but 
although the plaintiff. made considerable preparations four 
working the scheme and obtained favourable terms for 
underwriting the policies at Lloyd's, the defendant company 
were compelled to drop it, as they were bound by an arrange- 
ment with their own London underwriters to do the business 
through them. The plaintiff claimed something on account 
of the time and trouble he had been put to in connection 
with the matter. 

Following an intimation from the judge, the parties agreed 
to an account being taken of the commission to be paid. 

With regard to the claim for expenses and services ren- 
dered, Mr. Beebee submitted that there was no contract 
between the plaintiff and the defendant company. 

His Lorpsuiv said he should allow him something for his 
trouble. 

Mr. BrEBEE then said the defendants were prepared to 
make him an entirely ег gratia payment of £10. 

His LongpsHiP said that this would meet the case, and the 
plaintiff accepting, he made an order for this payment in 
full discharge of all claims under this head, and reserved the 
further consideration. of other questions, including that of 
costs, until after the account had been taken. 


UNFENCED MACHINERY. 


AT the Hang East Petty Sessions the Masham & District 
Electric Supply Co., Ltd., were summoned for failing to have 
the projecting end of the main horizontal shaft at the Masham 
Electric Power Station securely fenced on April 151. Mr. 
S. R. Bennett, Н.М. Inspector of Factories and Workshops, 
prosecuted. 

Mr. BENNETT stated that on April 15th a fatal accident 
occurred at the power station, and it was arising out of that 
that the саке had been brought before the court. The shaft 
was 34 in. in diameter, and was the main driving shaft of 
the dynamo. It was situated horizontally about 3 ft. above 
the floor and the end of it projected 8 in. from the bearing. 
quite close to the passage. which was used for entering and 
leaving the station. On the date mentioned a vouth, Frank 
Atkinson, aged 19, who was not an emplové, visited the 
place for the purpose of seeing someone. His coat was саире) б 


' # J 
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in the ehaft, which was в revolving one, and he received 
injuries to which he later succumbed. 
_ Evidence showed that the youth who was killed was wear- 
ing a mackintosh which was wet owing to a heavy shower 
of rain. | 

Mr. Heppon, for the defendants, admitted the facte, and 
said the death of the youth was a most lamentable affair. 
The shaft was & perfectly smooth one, and it appeared that 
the mackintosh had stuck to it. There had now been & proper 
fence placed round. 


The CHAIRMAN said the magistrates thought that the in- 
spector did quite right in bringing the case, but they felt 
that no useful purpose could be served by inflicting a fine, 
as it was the publicity which was needed. They thought 


justice would be met by the payment of costs by the com- 
pany.—Yorkshire Herald. | 


FAWCETT v. LINDSELL. 


At Devon Assizes, at Exeter, before Mr. Justice Bray, this 
action was down for hearing. Plaintiff, an electrical en- 
ineer, of Plymouth, claimed from defendant, Mr. W. J. 
indsell, of New Street, Paignton, £147 for work and mate- 
rial supplied in connection with an engine for a kinema 
theatre. There was a counter-claim, the defendant alleging 
that the engine was defective. 

Mr. Roserts, for the defendant, informed his lordship 
that Mr. Lindsell had agreed to judgment for the full amount 
claimed and the dismissal of the counter-claim with costs on 


the plaintiff undertaking to repair the defect in the engine 
to the satisfaction of some engineer to be mutually agreed on. 
Judgment was entered accordingly. 


CHARGE OF STEALING LAMPS. 


Ат the West London Police Court, on Saturday, before Mr. 
Boyd, Jack West, 17, electrical engineer, 213, Hampton Road, 
Twickenham, was charged with g, by means of a trick, 
30 electric lamps, valued at 15 guineas, belonging to Messrs. 
W. О. Tackley & Co., electrical „ 93, Hammersmith 
Road, W.; also 24 electric lamps belonging to the Delta Elec- 
trical Co., 584, High Road, Chiswick, and 36 electric lamps 
belonging to Ernest Chamberlen, electrical engineer, 196, 
King Street, Hammersmith. 

Mr. D'Arcy HAMILTON, manager to Messrs. Tackley, eaid 
that on May 28th the accused entered the shop, and, repre- 
senting himself as an agent of the City, Hall & Ellerman 
Shipping Co., ordered 30 half-watt lamps. He requested that 
a messenger should accompany him to the docks with the 
lamps, and said that payment would be made at the com- 
pany’s office. Witness dispatched a messenger with the 
lamps, but the lad afterwards returned without the money, 
and witness informed the police. 

Evidence having been given, Det.-Sergt. Parsons told the 
magistrates that the accused had confessed to 17 cases, and 
had promised to assist the police to recover the property. 

A remand was ordered. 


THE DESIGN OF A SUPER-POWER STATION.’ 


— — — — ————— 


By H. GOODWIN, Junr., and A. R. SMITH, of the General Electric Co., U.S.A. 


(Continued from page 191.) 


The first consideration in the electrical design is the de- 
termination of the. fundamental connections between the 
generators, buses and feeders. | 

In this particular case one of the specified conditions was 
distribution by means of 66,000-volt underground single-con- 


ductor cables. It was decided that tHe concentration of energy 


in a short circuit on these cables should be limited to 500,000 
K. v. A. on account of the possible resulting damage to adjacent 
cables. Comparing this with the rupturing capacity of avail- 
able 66,000-volt oil switches showed that a switch having a 
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low-tension bus was not only found unnecessary, but made the 

roblem much more difficult. The reactance of the trans- 
ormers added directly to the generators before either were 
connected to the bus would assist in reducing the ehort- 
circuit intensities very considerably. 

The transformers in any case would have a reactance of 
8 per cent. The generators would have a minimum reactance 
of 12.3 per cent., and under certain conditions this might 
be increased to 28.5 per cent. Therefore, the calculations 
were carried through for various values of generator reactance. 
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Еа. 6.—MaiN SiNaLELINE WiRING DIAGRAM. 


rupturing capacity of 588,000 x.v.a. would best suit the ser- 
vice. It should be noted ‘that the capacity of a generator is 
practically equal to the capacity of a transformer bank. and 
that one feeder working i 


, at full capacity would distri 
entire load of a generator and transfo er barie stribute the 


Preliminary calculations proved the necessity of i | 
, y | y of sectional 
ing the station bus by reactors in order to Approach tha 
500,000-K. v. A. limit which had been set. Both low-tension 
and high-tension buses were considered, but the use of a 


* From the General Electric Review, May, 1990. Abstract. 


The minimum size of reactor which could be used with gene- 
rator reactance of 15 per cent. in order to limit the short circuit 
intensity to approximately 500,000 k. v. A. was 9 per cent. A 
synchronising bus is necessary in order to limit the reactors 
to a reasonable size. The reactors should be rated to carry 
the total output of a generator. 

It was desired to keep a unit arrangement right through 
the station, and this meant that the switchgear for each 
generator and its group of feeders should not occupy more 
length than would be required for the corresponding mechani- 
cal equipment of generator and boilers. Fortunately these 


E 


810 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. 


[Vol 86, No. 2,222, JUNE 25, 1920, 


all work together very well and allow enough space on each 
erator stub-bus for the feeders required. 
ig. 5 shows the final solution. The neutral point of each 
8 will be earthed directly and Jue Since 
ere is no low-tension bus, earthing all generators 
cannot cause circulating harmonic currents between the gene- 
rators. The main leads of each generator are connected 
directly to the corresponding transformer bank and through 
a main oll switch to a stub-bus. у 

The transformer connection is delta on the low-tension 
side and v grounded on the high-tension side. It is par- 
ticularly necessary that the earth resistance be inade very 
low so that in case of short circuit on one of the single- 
conductor cables the neutral may not be distorted, thus 
placing an increased voltage stress on all the cables of the 
other phases. | 

From each generator stub-bus three connections are made; 
one through the reactor to the synchronising bus and the 
other two to double feeder stub-buses. The three selector 
switches connecting to the buses are non-automatic. The 
main switch is arranged for automatic opening in case of 
internal failure in the generator or transformer. This 18 
accomplished by the use of relays differentially connected 
around the generator and around the transformer bank. Oil 
switches are shown for breaking the synchronising bus at two 
points, so that a section may be readily cleared for cleaning, 
extension, or repairs. The stub-buses are also arranged to 
be connected together so that at times of light load a small 
number of generators may carry the load of the whole station 
without feeding through the reactors. Referring to fig. 5, 
connection between the stub-buses in the lower line is pro- 
vided for by oil switches, and in the upper line by horn-pipe 
air-break switches. The oil switches would be operated from 
the main bench board and the air break switches locally by 
hand through permanent levers. 

Each feeder is equipped with two oil switches to select 
either of the two stub-buses. Each would be equipped with 
induction-type overload or other suitable type of relay, de- 
pending on the detail connection and interconnection of the 
distribution system. ! 

It is thus seen that a very complete and flexible arrangement 
is provided. Normally, the generators are operated in parallel 
through the reactors and synchronising bus, but it is possible 
by proper interconnection of the feeder stub-buses to transfer 
ас ою one generator to another in almost any manner 

esired. 

Each generator will have a direct-connected exciter con- 
trolled by an automatic regulator. With this method no main 
field rheostat is necessary. The exciter will be provided with 
a field rheostat. For emergency excitation two motor-gene- 
rator sets are proposed, supplying a sectionalised bus. These 
spare exciters will also be provided with automatic regulators. 
The motors driving the exciters will be supplied from the 
main station power board, but will be controlled from the 
main auxiliary board opposite the bench board. Indicating 
lamps on the power board will show the position of the 
switches so that there may be no danger of the operator of 
the station power board pulling disconnecting switches or 
otherwise interrupting service to a motor-generator exciter 
set while in operation. 


As previously outlined, it was determined that turbines for 
auxiliary power would be necessary and that these should 
be connected with the main buses through a central auxiliary 
switchboard and transformers. A detailed study showed that 
one auxiliary turbine could best be used in connection with 
two main turbines, and that these auxiliary units should be 
rated at 2,500 KW., 0.7 p-f., 3,570 K. v. A. 

For the control of the auxiliary turbines and the supply of 
essential auxiliary power it was found necessary to provide 
a switchboard near each auxiliary turbine, and for the general 
auxiliary power a central switchboard located on the switch- 
board gallery with tie cables to the four auxiliary units. 

Fig. 5 shows two banks of station power transformers. It 
it proposed that each bank be composed of three single-phase 
1,250-K.v.A. units, making a bank capacity of 3,750 K. v. A. 
connected delta-delta. "These transformers would be located 
out of doors. The high-tension switches would be controlled 
from the main bench board and the low-tension switches from 
the auxiliary power board. 

The reactance of the auxiliary transformers must be con- 
sidered in connection with the reactance of the main units 
in order to limit the concentration of energy on the station 
power bus to a value which can be handled by reasonably 
small switches. Reactors are required in each of the four 
feeders connecting to the turbine auxiliary switchboards to 
limit the short-circuit intensity and permit the use of small 
rupturing capacity switches. It is proposed that these tie 
feeders to the turbine auxiliary boards be protected by differen- 
tial relays connected to current transformers at each end 
of each line. In case of trouble on a cable it will be auto- 
matically disconnected and will allow the auxiliary turbine 
to continue supplying the essential auxiliaries without inter- 
ruption. Reverse energy protection at the turbine auxiliary 
boards is also provided so that in case of a severe drop in 
voltage or frequency on the main system, the auxiliary tur- 
bines will be automatically disconnected and allowed to run 
independently, carrying the essential auxiliaries. 

The central auxiliary board would be a vertical one with 
mimic buses and  electrically-operated remote-control oil 
switches. 

For station lighting three 75-Kw. single-phase transformers 
controlled independently would form the supply. It is pro- 

sed that all lighting feeders be 3-wire, 115/230 volts, and 

e arranged in three groups which will normally operate on 
different transformers, but which in case of failure of a 
transformer can be manually thrown to one of the other 
transformers. Ву a connection from Ње 195-volt D.C. board, 
which will control the storage battery for circuit-breaker 
control, in case of failure of service on the А.с. lighting system 
certain emergency lights will be automatically connected to 
the battery. 

The low-voltage power board is supplied by two 150-K.v.a. 
transformer banks operating at 240 volts, 3-phase. is board 
is arranged for miscellaneous power supply, such as the 
machine shop, turbine room cranes, house supply pumps, 
&c., also for the Supply of motor-generator sets for charging 
the storage battery and a spare motor-generator exciter set 
for the auxiliary turbines. 


(To be concluded.) 


NEW ELECTRICAL DEVICES, FITTINGS AND PLANT. 


Readers are invited to submit particulars of new or improved devices and apparatus, whieh will be published 
if considered of sufficient. interest, 


A New Car Lighting Dynamo. 


A new dynamo for the lighting systems of light cars has 
recently been developed by Messrs. H. F. Foster & Co., 
Lrp., Ashley Works, Epsom, and is illustrated in fig. 1. 
The output regulation of this small dynamo at varying speeds 
is achieved by a novel method, namely, by slightly shifting 
the brush rocker so as to give the brushes a greater lead 
as the speed increases. is movement is imparted auto- 
matically by means of either a control arm or, if desired, a 
Bowden wire, one end of which is attached to the brush rocker 
and the other either to the accelerator pedal orto the throttle 
lever of the carburettor, so that as the throttle is opened the 
lead of the brushes is automatically increased. The advan- 
tages claimed for this method are, first, a very close and 
accurate regulation of output at widely differing speeds; 
secondly, the ability to fix the point in the output curve at 
which it is desired to commence the regulation at апу figure 
desired, either for fast or slow traffic; and thirdly, the fact 
that until this predetermined point is reached the output is 
not interfered with in апу уау, the dynamo generating up 
to such point as u smuple shunt wound machine. The dynamo 
i8 so designed as to ensure sparkless commutation at all 
positions of the brush rocker. The M-type model for light 
cars is extremely compact, the dimensions of the magnet 
frame being only some 4 in. by 4 in. by 5 in., and generates 
ite full rated output of 50 watts at 6 volts at the exceedingly 
low speed, for such a small machine, of approximately 1,500 


R.P.M. The automatic cut-out is incorporated as a self-con- 
tained unit in the dynamo, avoiding the necessity of mounting 
a separate instrument on the dash board of the motor car. 
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Fic. 1.—Car LIGHTING DYNAMO. 
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А В.Т.Н. Pedestal Switch. 


A recently published catalogue of oil-break switchgear by 
the British THoMsoN-HousToN Co., Lrp., of Rugby, includes 
the pedestal switch illustrated in fig. 2. This is composed of 
an oil-break switch (300 amps. at 660 volts), time lags, am- 
meter, voltmeter (up to 660 volts), and a low voltage release. 


“ Welco ” Fixing Frames. | 


In view of the constantly increasing cost of labour, "any 
device which effects a saving in that quarter is sure of a 
welcome. All operations that can be performed in the 
factory should be done there, and as little ae possible should 
be left to do on aite. 


Fic. 3.—WELCO FIXING 
FRAMES IN USE. 
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Fic. 4.—WeELCO FRAMES 
AND MATERIALS. 


These principles are embodied in the fixing frames 
brought out by Messrs. WeLco Patents, of 150, Alma Street, 
Birmingham. The frames consist of slotted channel bars, 
which are fixed direct to the wall; across these any number 
of elotted channel bars can be mounted with the greatest 
ease, forming a framework of any shape or size to carry 
switchgear, motor starters, meters, &c. Drilling, tapping, 
forging, and fitting are completely dispensed with. The bars 
are made in standard sizes, and in addition, mild steel channel, 
flat, and angle bars are stocked, all ready slotted for mounting 
on the frames, so that practically all requirements can 
met. The simplicity and adaptability of this device are 
obvious, and it is certain to be found extremely useful in a 
great variety of applications. Fig. 3 shows з meter and 
switch mounted on the frame, and fig. 4 shows some of the 
patterns of bars and materials that have been standardised. 

The fixing frames are provided with lugs giving a clearance 
hetween the frame and the wall of 11 in. The slotted bars are 
made up to 8 ft. long, and the slots can be adjusted to meet 
any screw or bolt holes in the apparatus to be fixed thereon ; 
should it be necessary to fix new apparatus on the frame, it 
can be readjusted to suit the new spacing of the holes with 
facility. 

Lugs for Clamping Bands. 


In many cases a flexible band is necessary wherewith to 
constrain to a certain diameter a number of pieces to com- 
plete a whole circle. These pieces must be securely held 
while certain operations of boring, turning, or facing, or 
dll of these, are being performed. The usual way is to rivet 
L-shaped lugs on a steel band, but this is useless for holding 


the segments under the lugs, as the band pulle away from 
the segments and these me loose. In fig. 5 a 
band is shown, devised by Mr. J. T. Towson, of 
Silvertown, which removes this objection. The fore feet 
protect the lugs from bending, and so long as the lugs do 


Fig. 5.—LuGs8 FOR OLAMPING BANDS. 


not bend the whole of the segments are oy held. The 
ов. may be riveted, but the up-to-date method is to weld 
em оп. 


An Electric Soldering Iron. 


An electric soldering iron, designed by Mr. W. H. Brown- 
ING and manufactured at the IMPERIAL ELEOTRICAL Works, 
7-12, Imperial Mews, St. Martin’s Avenue, East Ham, E.6, 
is illustrated in fig. 6. This is а very compact device weigh- 
ing only 21 lb. and measuring 16% in. in length. The main 


Fic. 6.— ELECTRIC SOLDERING IRON. 


feature of this iron is that no screws are used in the con- 
struction of the heating portion, and scaling, with consequent 
loss of heat, is eliminated. Every part is easily renewable, 
and a six months’ guarantee of reliability is given. 
element is wound for any standard voltage, and the total 
loading is 300 watts. 


The Decimal Association, — The report of the Association 
for 1919-20 gives a complete record of activities in many direc- 
tions. A list of bodies to whom lectures on the subjects of 
decimal coinage and the metric system have been given is 
included, as well as the names of Chambers of Commerce 
and other associations and councils which have. passed resolu- 
tions in favour of the adoption of the achemes for which the 
Decimal Association stands. In recording the Majority Report 
of the Royal Commission on Decimal Coinage, the Association 
makes it clear that the adverse result will only serve to 
stimulate its energies. The result of a questionnaire sent to 
over 15,000 firms, &c., resulted in an overwhelming majority 
in favour of the metric system. The financial statement for 
the year shows a deficit of £578, and it is hoped that epecial 
donations will be received from subscribers to ensure a better 
result for the present period. 


Lighting the Albert Hall.—The Albert Hall, after pre- 
serving for so many years its Victorian atmosphere hae at last 
linked itself with modernity through the installation of up-to- 
date lighting. The present lighting is provided by 16 1,000- 
watt Mazda half-watt type aoe in large Mazdalux metal 
reflectors. These units are fixed high up in the central dome, 
from which position they shed an intense illumination over 
the whole auditorium. The great height of the lamps elimi- 
nates any risk of glare, because it is impossible to see them 
without looking directly upwards. The improvement in the 
illumination, as compared with that given by the arc lampe, 
is extraordinary, and is due, not to any increase in the light 

enerated, but rather to its more effective distribution, and 
the audience is able to read its programmes and papers with 
perfect ease. Mu 

In a place like the Albert Hall, where the lighting units 
are necessarily very difficult to get at, the question of main- 
tenance is of extreme importance. Obviously, the new method 
of illumination is vastly superior to the arc lamps in this 
respect. The half-watt lamps need no attention whatever 
until the time arrives for replacement, and with the vitreous 
enamelled Mazdalux reflectors used the amount of cleanin 
required ig reduced to the absolute minimum. | E 
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© Openings for Salesmen.—MESSRS. FuLLER’s UNITED 
ELECTRIC Works, LTD., wish to secure the services of a number of 
well-educated young men for their outdoor sales staff who have a 
live connection amongst garages and electrical engineers, 


The King's Car.—Messrs, VANDERVELL & Co., LTD., 
the manufacturers of the C.A.V. electrical products, have jast 
completed the addition of their new coil ignition system to the 
lighting and starting installation already fitted to His Majesty's 
57-H.P. Daimler. This company recently received the Royal 
Warrant, ita equipment being fitted to the whole of the Royal fleet 
of automobiles. 


Efficiency Exhibition.—We have received an advance 
prospectus of an Efficiency Exhibition which is being organised 
by the Daily Mailto be held at Olympia from February 10th to 26th, 
1921. Special attention is being devoted to the place of science in 
industry, апа the Electrical Development Association, the 
Federation of British Industries, the British ‘Science Guild and 
similar bodies have offered their assistance to the scheme. 


Anonal Ontings.—The staff of the GENERAL ELECTRIC 
Co., Lrp., Glasgow branch, held their annual outing on Saturday, 
June 12th, at Tighnabruaich. A fine programme of sports was 
carried through in very fine weather. After tea Mr. Р. J. Sims, 
manager, thanked the staff for the splendid support given him 
during the year just closed. Mr. A, G. Hawkins, assistant 
manager, also addressed the staff. Mrs. P. J. Sims presented the 

rizes, 

P he Designs Section of the Engineer-in-Chief's Office, G. P. O., 
held their fifth annual outing on Saturday, June 19th. The party 
of 24 visited Richmond, walked through the Park, Ham Common, 
and the tow-path to Kingston, where tea was provided, After a 
short stay at Kingston, the party divided and made for Hampton 
Court by tram and steam launch respectively. The Maze proved a 
severe test of the mechanical training and bump of location 
possessed by those entering it. The glorious weather helped to 
make the outing the most successful yet held. 


Trade with Spain.—The Board of Trade Journal for 
June 17th contains some notes giving advice to firms anxious to 
establish connections in the Spanish market. Those who are not 
quite familiar with that market would be well advised to study the 
suggestions that are made, as the result of reports from British 
Consular officers and others, respecting signature of lettera, 
language, addresses, and style of correspondence. | 


American Cable for Sweden.— According to a Stockholm 
newspaper, & contract has been concluded with an American firm 
for the supply of an underground cable, to be laid between Stock- 
holm and Gothenburg. It will be from 250 to 300 km. long, and 
will cost about $3,200,000. The cable, it is said, will be the longest 
underground cable in Europe, and the third largest in the world. 


Liverpool Electrical Strike.—The strike of the Liver- 
pool cable-jointers and street- box examiners, Electrical Trades Union 
men, and 200 navvies employed in cable-laying for the Liverpool 
Corporation electrical supply department, haa been in progress now 
over five weeks, and there seems no prospect of an immediate 
settlement being arrived at. The navvies' grievance is that they 
are not being paid the town rate of 28. per hour, which is paid by the 
Master Builders’ Association. The work of relaying and repairing 


the Corporation cables is, therefore, being held up. 


Conduits for Canada.— United Kingdom firms who can 
quote for early delivery of standard sizes of conduits for electrical 
installations are invited to cable to H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Toronto (" Toroncom, Toronto”), who has telegraphed to the 
D.O.T. in London on behalf of an inquirer in Ontario. 


Hydro-Electric Strike in Canada.— The Times stated 
on June 19th that practically all the employés of the Ontario Hydro- 
Electric Power Commission engaged on the Chippewa power canal 
were striking for а 10 per cent. increase in wages, which would 
add about £450,000 to the cost of the work. Two days later our 
contemporary reported that owing to the strike, the Commission 
bad decided to suspend work there, and 1,500 employés would be 


obliged to seek work elsewhere. 


Copper and Lead Prices,—Messrs. F. Sarre & Oo., 
report June 22nd :—Electrolytic copper bars, £105, £5 deorease; 
electrolytic sheets, no change ; electrolytic wire rods, £120, £5 
decrease; electrolytic H.C. wire, 18. 3łd., id. decrease; silicium 


bronze wire, 18. 113d., 4d. decrease. 
' Messrs. JAMES & SHAKESPEARE report June 23rd :—Copper 


bars (best selected) sheets and rods, £158, £3 decrease; English 
pig-lead, £35 10s., 108. increase, on last week's prices. 


Lamp Manufacture in Belgium,—With the title La 
Société Belge pour la Fabrication de Lampes Electriques L.E.B , a 
new company has lately been formed in Brussels (4, Montagne du 
Parc), with a capital of 2,000,000 fr., to manufacture electric lamps, 


lateraationa! Commerce.— Meetings are now in progress 
in Paris, attended by representatives of various British banking 
and commercial organisations. for the purpose of establishing an 


International Chamber of Commerce. 
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Catalogues and Lists.—THE GENERAL Eum 0, 
LTD.,.67, Queen Victoria Street, Е.С. 4.—Installation [ais 
No. P 2,327 (4 pp.). An illustrated description of the electrifgti, 
of a large Scotch hosiery mill. | 

THE VAUGHAN CRANE Co, LTD., Openshaw, Manchester- 
Booklet No. 7 (29 pp.). A well-produced, photographically-illutnia 
booklet describing the Vaughan " electric block and its р 
tion to various types of cranes.  ' Sd 

TAE ANGLO-MEXICAN PETROLEUM Co., LTD., 16, Fini 
Circus, Е.С. 2.—“ The Story of Mexican Petroleum " (35 рр) | 
photographic record of the work of the company, reprodbein: 
from pictures on exhibition at the Crystal Palace some excellen 
views of Mexican oilfields, &c. 

Messrs. MANN, EGERTON & Co. LTD., Norwich—Boile 
“The Sign of Service,” giving a résumé of the firm's variou 
departmenta and their activities and addresses. 

Messrs, Hicas Bros., Dynamo Works, Sand Pits and Sumner 
Hill Street, Birmingham.—Latest abridged list of д.с, and pc 
motors. Priced and illustrated. 

MESSRS. CHARLES CHURCHILL & Co., LTD., 9-15, Leonard Stret, 
Finsbury, E.C. 2.—Pamphiet illustrating " Fluxio” high-speed 
tipped cutting tools of various types. 

Messrs. R. B. HAND & Co., LTD., 63, High Holborn, W. 0. 1 
Up-to-date price-list of electrical fittings, including most wiri 
necessaries, conduits, cables, switches. &c. 

MESSBS. WATSON & Sons (ELECTRO-MEDICAL), LTD, Suk 
House, Parker Street, W. C. 2.—Leaflet (265) dealing with coh 
for timing X-ray exposures and the Smart-Bristow medical oil 
Illustrated and priced. 

BRiTISH INSULATED AND HELSBY CABLES, LTD. Pre, 
Lancs.—T wo illustrated leaflets, No. Н 89, dealing with Leclanché 
batteries; and Р 161, describing Presoot" jointing materi 
and accessories, including compounds, tapes, and connector. Th 
latter is fully priced. 


Dissolutions of Partnerships.—W BEELER & 160%, ele- 
trical and mechanical engineers, Homeleigh, Whippendell Road, 
and 190, Harwoods Road, Watford.—Messrs, G. Wheeler and F. 
Ison have dissolved partnership. 

Woop & HAGUE, ignition and lighting specialists, IA, Saunden 
Street, Southport. Messrs. T. & J. Hague and 8. Wood have di- 
solved partnership. The Messrs. Hague will attend to debts and 


continue the buainess. 


Trade Announncements.—Mr. W. Johnston, for ove 
30 years with Messrs. Wm. Dow & Sons, Ltd., has, with his son, u- 
menced business as electricians at 20, St. Andrew Street, Kims 
nock, under the style of WILLIAM JOHNSTON & SON. · 

Mr. R. Millett has been recently appointed by the Eugeni 
CONSTRUCTION Co., LTD., Wolverhampton, as their sole Lancashire 
and Yorkshire agent. Offices, 30, Cross Street, Manchester. 
Tel. No. : 7772 City. 

Messrs. E. SHIPTON & Co., of 14, Great Queen Street, Kingsway, 
W.C. 2, announce that on June 28th their business will be trast 
ferred to larger premises at 52, Floral Street, Covent Garde, 
W.0.2. Telephone No.: Gerrard 374. | 

Owing to expiration of lease, Mn. E. GOLDSTON, electrical engi- 
neer, 28, Marefair, Northampton, has removed to temporay 
premises at 13, Horsemarket, Northampton. 

THE B.E. Co. (oF LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM), LTD., is desirous 
of appointing agents for its Hendon drawn-wire lamps, not for ita 


general supplies. 


Company Liduldations.— THE Kinetico Oo, Lm- 
Winding up voluntarily, Liquidator, Mr. T. Rimington, 5, 
Gallowtree Gate, Leicester. | 

TELEPHONE MANUFACTURING Co., LTD.—Winding up volu. 
{агу for reconstruction purposes. Liquidators, Mr. F. T. Jackson 
and Mr. C. W. Rooke. г 

SELSON ENGINEERING Co. (FRANCE), LTD.— Meeting of credito 
is called for June 28th, at 85, Queen Victoria Street, E.C. 

NORMAN, JOHNSON & Co., LTD.—Voluntary liquidation. №. 
J. K. Garioch, 16, King Street, E.C. 2, liquidator, Meeting of 


creditors, June 30th. 


For Sale.—West Hartlepool Corporation Electricity 
Department has for disposal one 600-Kw. Belliss-Patker 0С 
generator set; also one 100-Kw. Bellias-Orompton р C. generator. 

By direction of the Disposal Board, Ministry of Muaitior s, M8. E 
BASKETT will sell by auction, on July 13th, 14th. and 16th, at the 
Ordnance Stores, Abbey Field, Colchester, a quantity of electrical 
stores, including cable, telephone sets. switchboards, &0. 

ASSETS AUCTIONS Co., LTD., will sell by auction, at 119-121, New- 
ington Causeway, S.E., on June 30th, the stock of an electrical 
goods factor. 

Wigan Corporation Electricity Department invites offers for on: 
Willans high-speed compound engine and condenser, direct-coupled 
to Dick, Kerr 560-volt generator; also a quantity of spares. Fall 
particulars are given in our advertisement pages to-day. 


White City Motor Show.—There is to be a great motor 
show at the White City in November. The buildings there һат 
now been vacated by the Government, and members of the Society 
of Motor Manufacturers and Traders are to fully co-operate in the 
display. A further eeries of exhibitions representative of the 
various trades and industries of the country will follow. 


— m 
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- Lead,—In their report dated June 19th, Messrs. James 
Forster & Oo. вау :— ` 

We estimated last week a current consumption of 145,000 tons per annum, 
which we considered less than the actual. e are informed by actual con- 
sumers that the consumption of sheets and pipe has averaged 5/6,000 tons per 
month sincé May last year. We are also informed that the consumption of 
the electrical trades is nearer 100,000 tons a year than our figure of 60,000 
tons. Onr total should therefore be increased to 180,000 tons, or 15,000 tons 
per month, against which we have in available imported [еа 90,000 tons in 
the last seven months. This condition of things is certainy not. ‘reflected on 
the London Meta! Market, where values have been knocked down daily by 
continuéd realisation of old “ Bull ” accounts, and on Wednesday reached the 
heavy fall of £3 per ton on the day. 
absent, and there has been little export demand. 


Mosars. G. Cawson & Оо. state: 


Eu ck uidation of the June account in lead has continued; in fact this 
as turned out to be much larger than anticipated. june lead sold 
doen ‘to £31 5з. At the decline consumers have come forward and bought 
considerable quantities. The lower prices no doubt have encouraged them to 
cover not only prompt but also eome of their forward cequirements. Quite a 
good business has been done in all itions. The market has now a healthier 
appearance. There has been a little more export enquiry. . We calculate 
roughiy that the total quantity of Australian lead etill .to be chip d is about 
90,000 tons. Part of this, however, may go to the States, so that if the strike 
is not soon settled we may perhaps see some scarcity "of lead later In the 
year. Many things, however, may happen before this occurs. Meanwhile, the 
supply of lead is ample. . . . The outlook is now decidedly more encouraging, 
and the lower level of prices will no doubt bring fresh buyers. 


Electrical Window Displa lays.—The contributor of a 
recent article entitled ‘‘ What is the Contractor Doing? " 
eee among other matters the want of attractive window 

св lays 

oped that at a time when the public interest can be easily 

Дз. to electrical labour and coal saving and dirt-avoiding 
appliances, there will be a greater display of show-window 
originality and enter ne in all our big centres. Messrs. A. 
Emanuel & Sons, Ltd., of George Street, Manchester Square, 
W.1, who have written to us on this matter, .hold that the 
criticism is particularly applicable to British manufacturers, 
while American firms in this country are alive to this im- 
portant side of electrical selling. They have sent us the 
accompanying photograph of a window display of elec- 
trical cooking devices, which shows the co-operation that 


ELECTRICAL WINDOW DISPLAY. 


is sometimes noticeable between the contractor and the 
American manufacturer. The contractor in this case was not 
very easily persuaded to agree to the window display, but 
we are assured that the results have been remarkable con- 
sidering that this was his only shop, and that it was in a 
side thoroughfare. We would urge manufacturers and con- 
tractors to co-operate enthusiastically along such lines, for 
we believe that the effort would be well worth while. 


Herr Deutsch on German Industrial Conditions.—Accord- 
ing to the Economic Review, the Excelsior publishes a state- 
ment by Herr Deutsch, a director of the A. E. G., сов сегона 
the effect of a Franco-German economic rapprochement an 
К conditions in Germany. Such a rapprochement would, 

averred, have excellent results, and France need not fear 
Germany's competition, as the latter was scarcely in a position 
to carry out the orders already i in hand. The whole world was 
inundating Germany with orders far beyond her present 
eapacity. The word sale had no longer апу meaning; 
in future, it would only be possible to speak of production.“ 
The eight -hour day was a calamity for the-whole world. If 
normal conditions were ever to be restored the miners must 
work ten hours, and all other workers twelve hours a day. 
Produetion was everywhere hampered by the lack of labour. 
Germany would call upon her workers to etrain every nerve 
and P would obey without fail, if only wholesome and 
&mple food could be assured; otherwise all efforts would be 
in vain. In reply to the question whether the Customs tariff 
would have to be altered 1f an agreement were reached, Herr 
Deutsch eaid that no change would be made at resent, but 
the commercial treaties would have to be revised at a later 
date. With regard to Germany’s foreign exchange, he de- 
clared that it would recover for a space, but would then, he 
believed, expenenoe another heavy fall—Neue Freie Presse, 
May Loth. 


„ Consumers, naturally, have been 


ш frequently has been that of trade marks. 
The criticism appears to be justified, and it is to 


f 

Notes on Trade with J apan, The Commercial Counsel" 
lor to H.M. Embassy at Tokio (Mr. E. F. Crowe, О.М. nD 
has recently made a tour among firme and 9 
country. In the Board of Trade Journal he writes - x; 

This is my third experience in visiting the industrial 
centres in this country, and on each occasion I have found 
that the interest displayed in foreign trade has grown. In 
the past, complaints have often been made about British 
inanufaeturers not adapting themselves to the needs of par- 
tieular markets, but as far as my own experience goes I have 
been surprised at the wonderful ada pi of the British’ 
manufacturer and his keenness to ко de abroad, and his 
anxiety to conform to foreign requirements, Many of the 
firms are, of course, booked far ahead, but they are prepared 
to allot part of their output to foreign buyers, and ‘all . 
of them appear to be anxious to avail themselves of the 
machinery which the Government have now placed at their 
disposal for the purpose of collecting information abroad. 
In the course of my tour I have met several associations of 
manufacturers and merchants, and it has been possible, with 
their assistance, to draw up forms of questionnaires giving 
the kind of information which is needed by firms in this 

country. It is ho oped that by pm this system a great 
mass of useful information will be colleoted and will be im- 
mediately available for those who require it. 

He says that the subject which has come up for discussion 
It is well-nigh 

possible in England to talk about trade with the 

East ae Without touching on this complicated subject, compli- 
cated for two reasons: (1) That in China there is as yet no 
trade mark law, and that the arrangements for the mutual 
5 of trade marks as between the various countries, 
ave not yet been completed; and (2) that unfortunately ав 
regards Japan there have been a very great number of 
piracies. Goods bearing imitations of British. trade. marks 
have found their way into many parts of the world, and the 
complaints received have been very numerous. Japan is a 
signatory of the International Convention for the Protection 
of Industrial Property, and due protection is given to firms 

Who have registered their trade marks in 

Japan, but much of the trouble has arisen 

from the fact that there have been imita- 

tions of marks of those firms who have not 
actually done business in Japan, and have 

‘consequently not registered their marks 

there, while there have also been imita- 

tions which, though not exactly close 
^ copies, are near enough to decéive the 

‘ordinary purchaser who is not well ac 

quainted with the English language. 
At the present moment interest in 
Japanese trade undoubtedly centres in the 
immediate crisis. At a time when ‘nothing 
but cancellations of orders are in the air, it 
ig practically impossible to place new 
business, but I feel convinced that the 
future is rosy, and that very shortly matters 
will be adjusted, and a gréat many orders 
will once more be placed in England for 
those types of British goods which have 
deservedly earned во high a reputation in 
Japan in the past.“ 
ere has been a good deal of misappre 
hension about wages in Japan. Many 
ЗЕТА in England still think that a Japanese workman - den 
about sixpence a day and a bowl of rice. It is difficult, 
there has been much talk of cacap] Japanese competition, ps 
make people realise that the cost of living has advanced more 
in Japan eince the war than in either England or the United 
States, and that the average Japanese workman expects to 
receive about 7s. a day. 

There are a large number of minor questions affecting 
Japanese trade, but on the whole it ms, ve saia that the 
chief problems at the moment are, on the one side, tradé 
marks and quality of export goods, and on the other delivery 
of cotton spinning machinery. For the moment there is to 
be added also the all-important question of the cancellation 
of contracts above referred to, but it is to be hoped that when 
the banks find themselves in a position to render the usual 
facilities these difficulties will be got over and trade will 
once more run in its normal channels. The storm will have 
cleared the àir, conditions will be much healthier, and the 
ordinary business man will be able to continue his steady 
and profitable business unhampered by the wild alarums and 
excursions introduced by the irresponsible speculator whose 
innings has now been terminated. 


Bankruptcy Proceedings.—C. J. F. Hayman, electribal 
engineer, lately carrying on business at 96, Woodhopse Road, 
Leytonstone, and 1, mayes Road, Goodmayes.—The first 
meeting of creditors was held on June 15th at the London 
Bankruptcy Court, before Mr. D. Williams, Official Receiver, 
under this failure. The debtor filed his own petition on 
June 2nd. He has stated that in January, 1919, being with- 
out capital, he took an empty shop at 96, Woodhouse Road, 
and there commenced to trade in the name of Cuthbert Hay- 
man, ae an electrical engineer. At first he was successful 
but owing to difficulty in obtaining copper wire, he was unable 
to carry out all his orders. He was further handicapped by 
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lack of capital, and in December last he was advised to con- 
vert the business into & company. A Mr. Wood, to whom 
he was introduced, told him that he had several friends willing 
to take up shares, and early in December Hayman, Wood 
and Co., Ltd., was registered with a nominal capital of £4,000, 
of which £895 was subscribed within & week. He (debtor) 
was appointed managing director at a salary of £500 per 
annum, but in all he only received about four weeks’ salary. 
As vendor he was allotted 700 shares for the stock (valued at 
between £300 and £400) and the goodwill; the registered 
office was at 45, Cheapside, E.C., but the business was carried 
on from Leytonstone and Goodmayes. The trading at the 
latter place was & failure, and the company gradually declined 
through want of capital, with the result that the business 
was closed down, and he was now employed as a fitter. The 
company agreed to take over the whole of his liabilities with 
the assets, but was unable to carry out its obligations to pay 
the debts, and in March last one of the creditors obtained 
judgment and levied execution upon his furniture. Further 
pressure followed, to escape which the debtor filed his petition. 
He now owes between £200 and 4300 and has no assets 
whatever. The case was left in the hands of the Official 
Receiver to be administered in bankruptcy. 

I. J. Hopson and B. H. Newman (Hodson & Newman), 
electrical engineers, 85, Queen Street, Exeter.—Heceiving 
order made June l7th on debtors' own petition. First meet- 
ing, July lst; public examination, July 8th, both at Exeter. 

GEORGE FREDERICK KIVERSON, electrical engineer, Goulders 
Place, Attercliffe Common, Sheffield, late 38, Shrewsbury 
Road, Sheffield.—The following are creditors :— 


General Electric Co. vi aie £188 
Siemens Bros., Ltd. T ax m vis ўка 25 76 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Lid. - zs ue uo .. 159 
Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd. ds 992 f . 178 
Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Co,, Ltd. ... Я Pee 31 
Western Engineering Co. э» 12 


A Modern Installation, — The electric lighting and 
power installation at the Metropolitan Water Board’s new 
offices has been carried out by Messrs. STRODE & Co., Lab., 
on their improved stee! conduit system of wiring; they have 
also installed their special system of telephones, fire alarms, 
and electric bells. From the electric lighting mains sub-mains 
are carried to sub-distributing boards, trom which circuits are 
run to the various lights, the whole of the cables and wires 
being in heavy gauge screwed enamelled steel conduit. 
Similar mains are also taken to the main power panel, from 
which sub-power mains are run to distributing boards for 
various motors. The lighting installation includes about 8,000 
lights, and the power installation for the various motors totals 
About 200 H.P. Approximately 100,000 ft. of steel tube has 
been fitted for the lighting and power wiring, and about 40 
miles of cable. For the electric bells and telephones about 
20 miles of wire has been employed. A special system of 
telephone communication has been provided to 74 stations, in 
addition to the G.P.O. system for which Messrs. Strode have 
provided the necessary steel conduits. Forty fire alarms have 
been fitted at various points, and a special call system to ring 
up the various departments has been installed at 32 stations. 
Sixty Magneta clocks have been fitted throughout the 
building. The electric light fittings were manufactured to 
special designs of the architect. 


Garden Settlements for Steel Workers.—A considerable 
number of houses, in every way superior to those to which 
most workers have hitherto been accustomed, is now being 
built by John Brown & Co., Ltd., for the steel workers em- 
ployed at their new steel foundry at Scunthorpe, Lincoln- 
shire. These houses are of the bungalow type, constructed 
of concrete slabs, and with a careful regard to interior do- 
mestic conveniences. Each house, moreover, is provided with 
its own allotment plot, or garden. An extension of the same 
idea is, in addition, being carried out by the company in 
conjunction with several other large firms in the Scunthorpe 
district; a considerable estate is being developed there on 
garden city lines. A large number of houses is being erected, 
mostly of brick, and all the resources of modern town-plan- 
ning utilised to provide in this busy manufacturing centre a 
healthy and picturesque residential quarter equipped with 
ample open spaces, and amenities associated with country, 
rather than industrial life. 


Insurance Against Unemployment.—In the course of 
discussion at the annual meeting of the National Alliance of 
Employers and Employed at Birmingham, it was strongly 
urged that the Alliance should take up this problem and 
produce a scheme satisfactory to both parties. As a result 
the following committee has been appointed :—On the trade 
union side, | 

Mr. Arthur Pugh, of the Iron and Steel Trades Confederation. 

Miss Julia Varley, Women's Branch of the Workers’ Union. 

Mr. Harry Dubery, of the Federation of Post Office Supervising Trade 
Unions. 

The employers’ representatives are :— 


Major D. C. McLagan, of the National Federation of Iron and Steel Manu- 
facturers. 

Mr. Charles Tennyson, of the Federation of British Industries. 

Mr. Philip H. Lockhart, of Messrs. W. & A. Bates, Ltd. 

Mr. T. E. Jackson, of the Incorporated Association of Retail Distributors. 


2 . n А 2 t 
This committee will mect at an early date to make investiga- 
tions, set out a general questionnaire, and obtain evidence. 


Employés Investment Scheme. — Messrs. Rashleigh, 
Popes & Co., LrD., electrical engineers and contractors, of 
Oxford Street, W., have adopted an investment scheme giving 
an opportunity to their employés to take an interest in the 
business. Out of an issued capital of £93,000 in £l ehares, 
2,000 are described as employés! shares. The profits are divi- 
sible as follows: First payment, 6 per cent. per annum on 
employés' shares; second payment, 6 ne cent. per annum 
on the ordinary shares; third payment, division of the eurplus 
among both classes. of shareholders in proportion to the 
capital paid up. The employés' 6 per cent. has therefore first 
claim. If there were a bad year and the 6 per cent. could not 
be paid, the dividend would be cumulative, and have first 
claim in the following year if that were not also a bad year. 
In the event of liquidation the employés' payments for ehares 
would be repaid in full after the satisfaction of the company s 
creditors. Shares may be bought either outright or in in- 
stalments. If an employé leaves he must sell his shares to 
the directors for re-issue to other employés; he can only hold 
them at the directors’ discretion. A pamphlet explaining the 
scheme has been issued, and no doubt the company would 
forward & copy to anybody interested. 


Book Notices.—“ The Decimal Educator." June, 1920. 
(81 pp.). London: The Decimal Association. Price 6d.—This 
little quarterly maintains its high standard, aud the number before 
us is particularly interesting. The report of the Royal Commission 
on Decimal Coinage is ably criticised; we note that although 74 
per cent. of the evidence from individuals or bodies outside official 
circles: was favourable to decimal coinage, the majority reported 
sgainat the very principle of decimalisation, a verdict which has 
never before been given by any inquiry, and which we venture to 
assert is contrary to the judgment of the great majority of the 
community.  . 

^ Journal of the British Science Guild, No. 11” (obtainable on 
application to the Secretary, 6, John Street, Adelphi, W.C. 2, price 
1s. 1jd., including postage). Contains annual report of Guild for 
1919-20; and memoranda on the Milk Question; State Awards 
for Scientific and Medical Discovery ; Utilisation of Science in 
Public Departments ; Army Hygiene in the War and After, &c. 

“The How and Why of Radio Apparatus.” By H. W. Secor. 
New York Experimenter Publishing Co., Ltd. Price $1.75. 

“А Theory of Metallic Arc Welding.” (11 pp.) By Ralph 
G. Hudson. Massachusetts Institute of Technology.—An illus- 
trated reprint from the Journal of the American Welding Society, 
recording observations of the electric arc during welding operations, 
and deducing an explanation of the nature of the welded joint. 

The "Bulletin" for 1918 of l'Association des Ingénieurs sortis 
de l'Ecole de Liége. (163 pp.).—Accounts of the six sections of 
the Associationeare given, and the commencement of & seventh at 
Hasselt is recorded. It is noticeable in the reports of meetings of 
the Association that purely technical discussions have been replaoed 
by the study of the new economic conditions and problems attending 
the reconstruction of devastated Belgium. 

" Journal of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers." 
Vol. XXXIX, No. 6. June, 1920. Annual Convention number. New 
York: The Institute. Price $1. 

„Elements of Radiotelegraphy." Ву E. W. Stone. Pp. xii + 
267; 125 figs. + 33 plates, London: Crosby Lockwood & Son. 
Price 16s. 6d. net. 

“The Tramways and Light Railways Association Journal." 
Special Congress number. No. 210, June, 1920. London: The 
Association, Caxton House, S. W. Price 2s. 

" Ubersichtekarte der Elektrizitáts-unternehmupngen und Gas- 
werke in den Nationalstaaten der ehemaligen österreichisch - 
ungarischen Monarchie," and Ubersichtskarte der Elektrischen 
Eigenanlagen in den ehemaligen österreichischen Ländern.“ 
Vienna: Verlag für Fachliteratur.—Two large maps compiled by 
Dr. Viktor Stöger, showing undertakings in Austria, Hungary, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Jugo-Slavia, Galicia, &c., indicating size and type 
of plant. 


Strlke.— Last week there was a strike of 300 employés of 
Messrs, FALK, STADELMANN & Co., LTD., of Farringdon Road, 
London, on the question of wages and union membership. 


Electricity Supply Rifle League. — We have received 
from Mr. E. Mathews, hon. sec., particulars of the matches of the 
league up to May, 1920, from an inspection of which it appears 
that very creditable resulta have been achieved. The Metropolitan 
Co's team that won the championship last year is unbeaten for the 
first half of the season, whilst Shoreditch has put up the best 
&core—viz., 582—and Mr. Marriott, of Hackney, is the first to score 
a possible in this season's competition. | 


The Australian Trade Commissioner's Visit.—H.M. 
Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia (Mr. 8. W. D. McGregor), 
who is now in this country, will commence a tour of certain areas 
on Tuesday, July 13th. He will begin in London, and firms who 
are desirous of meeting him should communicate with the 
Department of Overseas Trade, at 35, Old Queen Street, S.W.1. 
Provincial firms should apply to the Secretary of their Chamber of 
Commerce. 


Home Counties (No. 9) Electric Supply Industrial Council. 
—The schedule of consolidated rates has been got out by the Home 
Counties (No. 9 Area) Industrial Council, and approved by the 
National Council and circulated to the Member-Com panies, the date 
from which the schedule becomes operative being May lat. 
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LIGHTING AND POWER NOTES. 


Ayr.—BULK SuPPLY.—The Corporation has been recom- 
mended by the Electricity Commissioners to negotiate for a bulk 
supply of electricity from the Kilmarnock Corporation. 


Australia.—MEL50URNE STRIKE SETTLED.—The City 
Council ratified a proposal to grant the electricians an increase in 
wages of 3s. 6d. a day, and the strikers resumed work on June 18th. 
The whole trouble relating to the electricity supply is now ended, 
and lighting and power for the tramways will be made available. 


Birmingham.— YEAR’s Workinc.—The total revenue 
for the past year’s working of the electricity undertaking was 
£1,068,826, and expenditure £776,291, leaving a gross balance of 
£292,535. The payment of loan charges, &oc., left a net surplus of 
£15,324. The total number of units sold was 127,938,924, at an 
average price of 2:005d. per unit. 


Canada. — HypRo-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENTS. — The 
Canadian Engineer gives details of a new hydro-electric develop- 
ment, plana and specifications of which have been recently prepared 
by the Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario. This project 
is to utilise the power afforded by the Ranney Falls, about one 
mile below Campbellford, Ontario. Two 5,000-H.P. turbines are to 
be installed, coupled to two three-phase, 60-cycle, 6,600-volt 
generators, each of 4,500 K.v.A. capacity. Under normal conditions 
a head of 47 ft. will be available. This will be the ninth installa- 
tion in the Trent and Severn divisions. 


Carlisle. —SUPPLY SCHEME.—AÀ scheme for supplying a 
number of Cumberland villages, including Wigton, is under con- 
sideration. 


Burnley.—ExTENSIONS.—In connection with the exten- 
give scheme for the improvement of the undertaking, the Electricity 
Committee has now recommended the Council to place the contract 
for the work with the English Electric Co., Ltd., Preston, the total 
amount of the tender being £107,400. ; 


Bory.— LiInkiNc-up.—In connection with the scheme for 
inter-supplies of electricity between the Corporation electricity 
department and the Lancashire Electric Power Co.’s works at 
Radoliffe/the Town Council proposes to apply for sanction to borrow 
£95,000 for the necessary extensions at the electricity works. 
After consultation with the company, the engineer has placed 
orders for the tranformers required. To meet present obligations, 
Heywood requires 1,870 H.P. and Radcliffe 1,440 K. . in addition 
to their present supplies. Subject to the scheme being approved 
by the Electricity Commission, and the sanction of the Minister of 
Health being obtained to borrow the money, a contract is to be 
placed for the supply of an 8,000-10,000-K w. set. 

No change is to be made in the charges for electricity by the 
Corporation until the end of the present quarter, 


Chester-le-Street,.—PRoPosED ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.— 
The Rural District Council has decided to obtain prices for the 
supply of electricity for comparison with prices of gas supply 
to the Council's housing scheme at Washington. 


Chirk.—ELectric LiGHTING.—At a special meeting of 
the Rural District Council, held to consider the lighting question, 
the chairman stated that, in view of the small population, he did 
not think that electric lighting would be remunerative, while 
another member urged that the gasworks should not be proceeded 
with until it was known what an electricity scheme would oost. 
Ultimately it was decided to ask Mr. С. Bremner Smith to advise 
the Council on the matter. 


Co, Dublin.—Etecrricity SUPPLYy.—The question of 
having & oentralised electricity supply for the Co. Dublin coast 
townships was mentioned at the Blackrock Urban Council, when & 
letter was received from the Electricity Commission to the effect 
that the Commissioners were in communication with the Dublin 
Corporation, and were suggesting that a bulk supply should be 
given to Blackrock and Pembroke. It was hoped to deal with the 
matter as soon as the Corporation had gone into it. The Kingstown 
Urban Council appointed a Committee to consider & scheme for the 
lighting of the township by electricity, with a view to having & 
centralised soarce of supply for the other townships of the 
surrounding district, a conference is being convened to eonsider the 


proposal, to which representatives of Blackrock, Dalkey, Killiney, 


and Rathdown, are being invited. 


Colwyn Bay.— Y§E4R’s WoRKING.—The chairman of the 
Lighting Committee announces a profit of £217 for the year ended 
March 31st last. 


Cullompton (Devon).—LicutTine ScoHEME.— The pro- 
moters of the electric light scheme have decided to go on with the 
project, a circular letter to householders to ascertain the probable 
number of consumers having proved highly satisfactory. 


Dalkeith.—ExrkeRT Abvice.—The Town Council has 
requested the Electric Supply Corporation to allow an independent 
engineer to examine and report on the plant in the works at 
Croft Street, in view of the unsatisfactory lighting provided in 
the town last winter. 


Devonshire.—ELEcrriciry SuPPLYy.—For the purposes 
of electricity supply, Devonshire has been divided into four sections, 
with centres at Plymouth, Exeter, Torquay, and Barnstaple. Since 
this partition was made, a map has been prepared, introducing a part 
of Somerset and part of Cornwall into the scheme. A Committee 
of the Devonshire County Council will meet the Electricity Oom- 
missioners on June 29th in London, to confer on the scheme. 


Electricity Districts.— The Electricity Commissioners 
have provisionally determined that the undermentioned areas shall 
be constituted separate electricity districts for the purposes of the 
Electricity (Supply) Act, 1919 :— 

Wrst RiDING.—The cities and county boroughs of Bradford, 
Leeds and Wakefield ; the county boroughs of Barnsley, Dewsbury, 
Halifax and Huddersfield; the municipal boroughs of Batley, 
Brighouse, Keighley, Morley, Ossett, Pontefract, Pudsey and 
Todmorden ; the urban districts of Altofts, Ardsley, Ardsley East 
and West, Baildon, Barkisland, Barnoldswick, Bingley, Birkenshaw, 
Birstall, Burley-in-Wharfedale, Calverley, Castleford, Olayton, 
Clayton West, Cudworth, Darfield, Darton, Denby and Cumberworth, 
Denholme, Dodworth, Drighlington, Earby, Elland, Emley, Farnley 
Tyas, Farsley, Featherstone, Flockton, Garforth, Gildersome, 
Golcar, Goole, Greetland, Guiseley, Gunthwaite and Ingbirch- 
worth, Haworth, Hebden Bridge, Heckmondwike, Hipperholme, 
Holme, Holmfirth, Honley, Horbury, Horsforth, Hoylandswaine, 
Hunsworth, Ilkley, Kirkburton, Kirkheaton, Knottingley, Lepton, 
Linthwaite, Luddenden Foot, Marsden, Meltham, Methley, Midgley, 
Mirfield, Monk Bretton, Mytholmroyd, New Mill, Normanton, 
Oakworth, Otley, Oxenhope, Penistone, Queensbury, Rawdon, 
Rishworth, Rothwell, Royston, Scammonden, Selby, Shelf, Shelley, 
Shepley, Shipley, Silsden, Skelmanthorpe, Skipton, Slaithwaite, 
South Crosland, Southowram, Sowerby, Sowerby Bridge, Soyland, 
Spenborough, Stainland, Stanley, Thurlstone, Thurstonland, Whitley 
Upper, Whitwood, Wombwell, Worsborough and Yeadon; the 
rural districts of Barnaley, Goole, Halifax, Hemsworth, Hunslet, 
Keighley, Penistone, Pontefract, Selby, Tadcaster, Todmorden, 
Wakefield, Wetherby and Wharfedale and the parishes or townships 
of Addingham, Bank Newton, Beamsaley, Bolton Abbey, Bracewell, 
Bradleys Both, Brockden, Broughton, Carlton, Coates, Cold Coniston, 
Cononley, Cowling, Draughton, Elslack, Embsay-with-Eastby, 
Farnhill, Gargrave, Glusburn, Halton Bast, Hazlewood-with- 
Storiths, Kildwick, Lothersdale, Martons Both, Salterforth, Thorlby- 
with-Stirton and Thornton, in the rural district of Skipton. 

SouTH-EAsST LANCS.—In the County of Lancaster: The Ойу and 
County Borough of Manchester: The County Borough of Bolton, 
Bury, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford and Wigan: The Municipel 
Boroughs of Ashton-under-Lyne, Eccles, Hey wood, Leigh, Middleton 
and Mossley: The Urben Districts of Abram, Ashton-in-Maker- 
field, Aspull, Atherton, Audenshaw, Billinge, Blackrod, Chad- 
derton, Crompton, Denton, Droylesden, Failsworth, Farnworth, 
Golborne, Haydock, Hindley, Horwich, Hurat, Ince-in-Makerfield, 
Irlam, Kearsley, Lees, Littleborough, Little Hulton, Little Lever, 
Milnrow, Norden, Orrell, Prestwich, Radcliffe, Ramsbottom, 
Royton, Standish-with-Langtree, Stretford, Swinton and Pendle- 
bury, Tottington, Turton, Tyldesley-with-Shakerley, Upholland, 
Urmston, Wardle, Westhoughton, Whitefield, Whitworth and 
Worsley : The Rural Districts of Barton-upon-Irwell, Bury, Leigh, 
Limehurst and Wigan ; and the Township of Rixton-with-Glaze- 
brook in the Rural District of Warrington. 

In the County of Chester: The County Borough of Stockport: 
The Municipal Boroughs of Dukinfield, Hyde and Stalybridge : The 
Urban Districts of Alderley Edge, Altrincham, Ashton-upon- 
Mersey, Bowdon, Bredbury and Romiley, Cheadle and Gatley, 
Hale, Handforth, Hazel Grove and Bramhall, Hollingworth, Knuts- 
ford, Lymm, Marple, Mottram-in-Longendale, Sale and Wilmslow : 
The Rural Districts of Bucklow and Tintwistle. 

In the County of Derby: The Municipal Borough of Glossop : 
The Rural District of Glossop Dale. 

In the West Riding of the County of York: The Urban Dis- 
tricta of Saddleworth and Springhead. | 

Objections or representations may be made on account of the 
inclusion of any area in, or the exclusion of any area from, the 
districts so provisionally determined, and all such objections or 
representations must be made in writing addressed to the Seore- 
tary, Electricity Commission, Gwydyr House, Whitehall, London, 
S.W. 1, stating the grounds upon which the objections or represen- 
tations are made, and must reach the said offices of the Commis- 
sioners not later than October 31at, 1920. 

It being apparent to the Electricity Commissioners that the 
existing organisation for the supply of electricity in the districts 
so provisionally determined should be improved, notice is further 
given that they intend to hold local inquiries into the matter, 
and any authorised undertakers, as defined in the Electricity 
(Supply) Act, 1919, any County Council, any local authority, any 
railway company using, or proposing to use, electricity for traction 
purposes, any large congumer of electricity, and any association or 
body directly concerned with the production or use of electrical 
energy within the districts, may, on or before the said 31st day of 
October, 1920, submit in writing schemes for effecting such im- 
provement in organisation, including the formation of joint eleo- 
tricity authorities for the districts, and any proposals for altering 
or adjusting the boundaries of the districts so provisionally 
determined. 

Notice will be given of the dates of the proposed inquiries. 


Exeter.—cYEAn's Workina.—The electrical engineer 
reports a surplus of £1,833 for the year ended March 31st, com- 
paring favourably with a deficit of £1,736 for the previous year. 
This result is attributed partly to increased prices, and partly to 
the removal of lighting and power restrictions, 
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Derby.— PAYMENT or “ AWARD.”—The failure of the 
Corporation to give effect to the £30 bonus award, as from Jan. 
Ist, led to the presentation of notice to withdraw by members of 
the staff. A special meeting wus called, when it was decided to 
aocede to the terms of the award by payirg the bonus from the 
stipulated date. 


Federated Malay States.—Evectriciry SuPPLYv.—The 
Board of Trade Journal states that the Governor of the F.M.8. 
recently foreshadowed a scheme for the uniform supply of elec- 
tricity to the States and Straits Settlements for power, drainage, 


and railways. An expert has been engaged to investigate and 
formulate a scheme. 


Fleetwood.—ILOAN.— Application is to be made to the 
Electricity Commissioners for sanction to borrow £5,000 for new 
mains and services, and £2,000 for the provision of meters for the 
Council's housing scheme, 

PRICE REvIsION.—The Urban District Council has decided to 
apply to the B.O.T. for an order under the Statutory Undertakings 
(Temporary Increase of Charges) Act, 1918, for such modifications 
of the Fleetwood Electric Lighting Order, 1908, as will enable the 
Council to charge a flat rate of 84d. per B. O. T. unit. 


Hinderwell.— ELECTRIC LIGHTING SCHEME DEFERRED. 
—The Cleveland and Durham EP. Co. has informed the Urban 
District Council that with reference to the electriclighting scheme 
, it would be necessary for the Council to lay its own cables, as the 
town is outside the company's area. The cost would be at least 
£6,000, in addition to from £2,000 to £3,000 for a sub-station, and 
the cost of a prov. order. The Council has decided to defer the 
matter, and to await mining developments in the district. 


Kingston-opon-Hull—Year’s WORKINd.— The state- 
ment of accounts for the year ended March 31st last records a total 
income of £218,136, as against £144,369 for the previous period. 
The expenditure increased by 32 per cent. to £166,724, leaving a 
gross surplus of £51,412. The deduction of income-tax, loan 
interest, &c., resulted in anet balance of £8,931, of which £7,987 
was transferred to the reserve fund, the remainder cancelling a 
deficit of £944 from last year, 


Leeds.— YEAR'S WoORKING.—The total income of the 
electricity undertaking for the year ended March 3lst, was 
£230,895, as against £141,767 for the previous year. Expenditure, 
including loan charges, income-tax, &c., amounted to £186,486 
against £141,118, leaving a gross surplus of £44,409, comparing 
with a profit of £649 for 1918-19. The total number of units sold 
increased from 63,387,433 to 63,023,502, and the average price por 
unit from 1°26d. to 1'79d. 


Littleborongh.—HousiNa ScuEME.—' The General Par- 
purposes Committee of the Urban District Council has instructed 
Mr. Hawtayne, electrical engineer, to prepare plans and estimates 
for cables and fittings for the supply of electricity to the houses 
which are to be erected by the Council at Calderbrook, as well as 
for the street lighting in connection with the scheme. 


Liverpool,—STRIKE.—The Executive Committee of the 
Electrical Trades Union has ratified the action of the cable 
jointers and street-box men employed by the Liverpool Corpora- 
tion, who are on strike for higher wages. The Mersey District 
Secretary of the Electrical Trades Union has resigned from the 
Joint Industrial Council for the Electricity Supply Industry, one 
of the reasons, we understand, being that the Council has not held 
a meeting during the several weeks this dispute has been in 
progress. 


London.—^T. MARYLEBONE.—The statement of accounts 
of the electricity undertaking for the year ended March 31st, 1920, 
records a total revenue of £307,073, as against £215,156 for the 
previous year. The total expenditure was £171,007, as against 
£134,707, leaving a gross balance of £133,066, compared with 
£110.119. Interest charges, loan repayments, &c., amounted to 
£109,054, as against £111.452, and the net result was therefore a 
surplus of £23,112, which compared very favourably with last 
year's deficit of £1,003. A total of 19,770,781 units was sold at 
an average price of 1°798d. Last year's figures were 16,215,133 
and 1'712d. respectively. 


Loughborough.—YEAR's WonkKING.—After meeting all 
interest aad sinking fund charges for the year ended March 31st 
last, the electricity undertaking showed a balance of £1,144—the 
highest since its inception. ‘The average price per unit sold was 
1'95d., and a total of 2,964,096 unita was generated. 


Manchester.—llovsE IIGHTINq.— Тһе Gas and Elec- 
tricity Committees are to prepare and submit a joint report as to 
the system of illumination most desirable for the Corporation's 
housing scheme, 


Nottingham,— ELECTRICITY NCHEME.— An admirable 
Bite contiguous to the Trent. and at no great distance from 
Clifton Colliery, one of the largest undertakings in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the city, has been acquired for Nottingham's 
new electricity generating station, but considerable criticism haa 
been already forthcoming locally as to the alleged undue haste 
with which the report of the responsible Committee dealing with 
the mutter, was presented and adopted, involving as to the first 
section of the work an expenditure of over £800,000, Mr. A. R. 
Atkey, M.P., a member of tlie Corporation, and one of the City's 
Parliamentary representatives, questions whether the Council 
was wise in summarily ignoring the offer to supply electricity, 


which was made by the Notts. and Derbyshire Power Oo., 
possessing statutory powers for the area outside the municipel 
boundary. He urges that this alternative plan should have 
received a larger measure of consideration before the Council 
arrived at its precipitate decision, Е 


Price Increases.—In consequence of additional working 
expenses, the following towns have adopted increased scales of 
charges: — Ascot, Barnes, Basingstoke, Batley, Birmingham, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Darlington, Doncaster, Dublin, Dundee, Fleet wood, 
Gillingham, Glossop, Godalming, Hey wood, High Wycombe, 
Meeksham, Paisley, Ramsgate, St. Annes, Southend-on-Sea, 
Taunton, Warrington, Whitehaven, Wolverhampton and Worksop. 


Wallasey,—ExTENSIONS.—To meet immediate demands, 
Wallasey Corporation has decided to lay a high-tension main 
to New Brighton, with the necessary transformer and switch- 
gear at a total cost of £2,728. The Corporation has taken into 
account the anticipated load for the next five years. A rebate of 
14. per unit is to be allowed consumers from the June quarter bills, 
as defined by the Coal (Pit's Mouth) Prices Order, 1919, in respect 
of energy consumed for the whole period from December 1st, 1919, 
to May 12th, 1920. 


Worksop. — EXTENSION оғ SuPPLY. — Considerable 
extension of the existing system of electricity supply was decided 
upon at the last meeting of the Worksop Urban District Council, 
the estimated cost being over £50,000. The original lighting 
scheme entailed an expenditure of £37,000, of which £26,000 has 
been repaid. The Committee had had two schemes under oon- 
sideration, one for taking energy from Manton Colliery and the 
other involving an extension of the Council’s own plant, the Com- 
mittee being favourable to the first-named plan. One of the items 
of £17,830 included in the estimate would only be spent, it was 
explained, when necessary, and extensions would not be undertaken 
unless there was guarantee of an adequate return. 


Veovil.— ELECTRIC LIGHTING ORDER.— Messrs. Petters, 
Ltd., have informed the Town Council that it is not their intention 
to carry out the Electric Lighting Order they obtained in 1914, and 
asked if the Council would consider taking on the rights. The 
Council has declined the offer. 


TRAMWAY AND RAILWAY NOTES. 


Ayr.—Fare INCREASE. — The raising of additional 
revenue from the tramways has been under the consideration of 
the Town Council. The deficit of £3,227 last year was ts ken from 
the reserve fund, reducing the latter to £1,772. The estimated 
deficiency for the year ended May 15th, 1921, is £5,617. It was 
decided to adopt certain recommendations of the Tramways Com- 
mittee permitting increases in the fares, discontinuing privilege 
and permit tickete, and readjusting workmen's fares. By these 
means it is estimated an extra income of £4,867 will be obtained. 


Belfast.—FAREÉ Revision.—The question of revision of 
fares and stages was on the agenda at a meeting of the Corpora- 
tion Tramways Committee, lust week, and was adjourned for 
further consideration. Mr. J. Johnstone, of the National Amalga- 
mated Union of Labour, and Mr. John Maloolm, of the Municipal 
Employés Association, appeared before the Committee in support 
of an application for an advance of 14d. per hour on the basic rates 
for motormen, conductors, and the depót staffa. After some dis- 
cussion the matter was adjourned pending a report from the 
general manager. 


Bolton.— WAdES.— Following the action of the Corporation 
Tramways Committee in refusing the tramway men double pay for 
the four days of the Royal Lancashire Agricultural Show, the 
employés have asked the Committee to reconsider its decision, and to 
receive a deputation. The men are also applying for an alteration 
in the basic rates of pay. 


Continental. — ITALY. — RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION.— 
Steps are being taken by the Italian Ministry of Public Works 
for the electrification of the Ligurian and Piedmontese rail- 
ways, including the Genoa-Turin-Modane line, the Union of Central 
and Northern Italian railways, the Rome to Naples and Sulmona 
and other Southern lines. Similar operations will be carried out 
on the Brenner Pass and the Florence to Bologna and Faience lines. 
It is estimated that altogether 1,400 km. of railway lines will be 


“electrified at а cost of 800 million lire. Economic Keriew. 


Darlington. — EXTENSIONS DEFERRED,—Consideration of 
the proposal to lay a tramway track from Market Place to the 
Victoria Road entrance to Bank Top Station, at an estimated cost 
of £15,000, has been deferred. 


Gateshead-on-Tyne.— Tramway DEFICIENCIES.—At a 
meeting of the Town Council on June 16th, a letter was read from 
the Ministry of Transport with reference to complaints regarding 
the tramway services in Gateshead. The Director-General of 
Traffic wrote that on the information which had been obtained and 
which had been laid before him, the Minister of Transport was 
satisfied that the Gateshead and District Tramwaya Co. was honestly 
endeavouring to cope with post-war conditions, having, as waa 
natural, due regard to the interests of the undertaking. There 
appeared to be no sovereign remedy for the conditions to be 
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immediately applied by either the company, the Corporation, or 
the Ministry of Transport. It was considered, however, that the 
action which the company had agreed to take was calculated to 
improve the gituation as quickly as was practicable. The Minister 
suggested the following action by the Corporation, which he 
thought would contribute to this end. 

1. Co-operation with the tramway company in keeping the loading 
of cars within reasonable limits, and stopping the practice of 
travelling on platforms, steps and buffers. 

2. Keeping the company advised of any specific requirements, and 
particularly definite cases of shortage of accommodation. 

3. Further consideration, as an important means of relieving con- 
gestion under the circumstances, of the question of admitting to the 
потопа ‘buses bringing passengers in from the surrounding 

strict. 

4. Consideration whether it was possible to take any steps to 
spread the peak load over a longer period. 

5. If possible, removal of the cab rank from Wellington Street to 
one of the adjacent streets. 


Huddersfleld.— CAR BurLDING.— The Tramways Com- 
mittee has decided that as soon as possible cara will be constructed 
by the Department. 


Leeds.—WAGES.—Leeds tramwaymen аге to receive 
£2,000 in retrospective advances in wages from March 29th last. 
Motormen now receive £3 18s. for a week of 48 hours, compared 
with £1 188. 6d. for à week of 60 hours before the war, and con- 
ductors get £3 14s., as against £1 138. 6d.— Financial Times. 

ACCIDENT.—One of the Corporation's trackless cars travelling 
from Guiseley to Otley, on June 14th, crashed into a wall on the 
roadside at Menston. The driver was badly shaken, and received 
cuts on the hand from the broken glass, but the 16 passengers 
esoaped injury. The front of the car was wrecked. It is thought 
that something went wrong with the steering gear. 


London.—L.C.C. Moron-'Bus ,ScHEME.— Having been 
compelled to withdraw the clauses of the L. C. C. (Tramways and 
Improvements) Bill, providing for extensions to tramways, the 
L. C. C. has asked for powers to provide a subsidiary omnibus system 
at a cost of £400,000. The object is to link up the termini of the 
tramway system, and to serve new housing schemes, &c. Mr. Vesey 
Knox, K. C., on behalf of the County Council, said that the refusal 
of the local authorities to permit the laying of new lines in their 
districts had given the L.G.O. Co. an opportunity to raise its rates 
in these localities, thus enabling it to compete with the cheaper 
tramways in other parts. Mr. G. H. Hume, answering Mr. 
Freeman, K.C., who appeared for a number of London authorities, 
and Mr. Honoratus Lloyd, K.C., for the L.G.O. Co., denied that the 
idea of the scheme was to run in opposition to existing omnibus 
services, although he admitted that the Bill as drafted would 
enable the Council to do this. Mr. Hume also deprecated the 
suggestion that the Council wished to be authorised to run an 
omnibus service before the setting up of a traffic authority. 


London.—Fa4RE INCREASE.—Acting on the authority of 
the Ministry of Transport, the Metropolitan Electric Tramways 
raised the fares on their system on June 22nd. The new 
scale of charges is:—Two stages for 1}d. (minimum fare); 
three stages for 2d. ; five stages for 3d. ; and for each additional 
two stages, 1d. Some of the new fa es аге :—Golders Green 
Barnet, 6d., instead of 5d ; Finsbury Park—Waltham Cross, 10d., 
instead of 8d.; Edgware Road—Sudbury, 8d., instead of 6d. 
Workmen's fares, single fare for return journey. The fares on the 
omnibuses serving the same districts will be revised on the same 
gcale. 

STOPPING PLACES:—Several alterations in stopping places for 
tramcars and omnibuses at Greenwich, Battersea, Herne Hill, &c., 
were madeon June 16th, upon the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee on London Traffic. 


' Preston.—ADDITIONAL PLANT.—The Tramways Com- 
mittee has authorised the engineer to obtain tenders for the supply 
of additional plant at the power station, in view of the increase in 
the service. : 


. Railless Cars.—Mr. A. H. Wilkinson, Bradford, in a 
paper at the annual meeting of the Municipal Tramways Associa- 
tion (managers section), at Birmingham, last week, said he had 
been favourably impressed with the performances of railless electric 
vehicles, and could see a brighter future in store forthem. Up to 
the present they had been considered as an auxiliary or adjunct to 
the main tramway service, but under existing conditions a con- 
siderable extension of railless electric transportation appeared very 
probable.— financier. | 


West Riding.—Waces Awarp.—The award which has 
been made by the Joint Industrial Council to the tramway industry 
affects the towns in the West Riding area as follows :—Group 1 
(Зв. per week increase): Leeds, Sheffield, Bradford, Hull and 
Huddersfield ; Group 2 (28. рег week): Halifax, Doncaster, York 
and Barnsley ; Group 3 (Is. per week): Wakefield, York, Keighley, 
Rotherham, Mexboro’ and Swinton, Dewsbury and Ossett. The 
a ward is retrospective from March 29th last, and is in addition to 
the award of 68. per week made by the National Council. 


Weston-super-Mare.—Time Extension.—The Electric 
Supply Co., Ltd., has applied to the Ministry of Transport for an 
extension of time until August 6th, 1922, for completing the 
tramways under the Order of 1900, 


“TELEGRAPH AND TELEPHONE NOTES. ` 


- Ecuador.— New WIRELESS STATIONS. — A wireless 
station has been erected at Quito by the Société Francaise Radio 
Electrique on account of the Government of Ecuador, and similar 
stations are also being erected at Guayaquil and Esmeraldas. These 
stations are of 10 KW. - UR 

A Presidential Decree was published in the Registro Oficial 
of March 13th, prohibiting all private parties from importing and 
establishing wireless apparatus in the Republic. Board of Trade 
Journal, ` 


Finland. TELEPHONE ExTENSION.—Ihe South Finland 
Inter-Urban Telephone Co. proposes to extend its network of lines 
over another 1,000 km., which will involve an expenditure of 
F.Mk.3 mill, With this end in view, the capital will be increased 
from F.Mk.5 to 7 mill. | й 


French Colonies. — NEW WIRELESS SrATIONS.— The 
J. de Marine Marchande (May 20th) gives an account of the 
wireless telegraphy stations in oourse of construotion 1n the French 
Colonies. IS 

In 1917 it was decided that the military colonial wireless system 
should include powerful stations at Saida, in Southern Algeria, 
Bamako, in French West Africa, Brazzaville, in French Equatorial 
Africa, Antananarivo, in Madagascar, and Saigon, in Cochia China. 
The construction of the four latter stations has reached the following 
stages :— й | i TEN 

Bamako: The buildings are nearly finished ; & great deal of the 
material is already to hand or in place, and the electrical fittings. 
will be forwarded in June. : 

Brazzaville: The buildings are started, the yards having been 
opened in Dacember, 1919; the plans for the establishment of a 
hydro-electrical works are drawn up. 

Antananarivo: A aite for the station has been definitely fixed ; a 
contract for the supply of electrical energy has been drawn up; 
the electrical fittings will arrive at the end of the year. 

Saigon: The buildinga are nearly finished ; the contract for the 
supply of electrical energy is signed ; the material will be delivered 
at the beginning of 1921. | 

These four large stations, planned for military purposes, will be 
transferred, when finished, to the Administration of the Postes, 
Télégraphes et Téléphones. Smaller stations, established by the 
colonies themselves, and intended for communioation in West 
Africa between neighbouring colonies or between certain centres 
in the same colony, will be at Port-Etienne, Dakar and Rufisque in 
the Senegal, Monrovia їп Liberia, Conakry in Guinea, Tabou on 
the Ivory Coast, Bamako—a small temporary station—and Kabara. . 
Economie Review. 


Telephone Service.ä—DEFICIT.— The Postmaster-General 
announces that a deficit of E 1.750.000 is expected as a result of 
working for 1919-20. This allows for the payment of interest on 
capital to the extent of £880,000. | 

SELECT COMMITTEE —The Government has decided to ask the 
House of Commons to appoint a Select Committee to examine the 
present charges made to the publio for the use of the telephone 
service and to report in what respect these charges require revision, 
in order to place the service on a remunerative basis. The pro- 
posal is that the Committee should consist of Sir Edward Coates, 
Sir Harry Brittain, Mr. Archdale, Sir Hamilton Benn, Mr. Briant, 
Mr. Tyson Wilson, Mr. John Robertson, Mr. Carr, and Mr. 
Purchase.—The Times, 


Wireless Operators’ Strike —DeveLopments. — The 
Times States that the Association of Wireless Telegraphists has 
announced its agreement to negotiate 01 the wages question, put 
will not advise the men to resume work while negotiations are in 
progress. The suspension of the order that vessels of 1,600 tons 
and above must have wireless installations and operators, has 
resulted in one or two cases in the refusal of crews to eail, causing 
inconvenience to passengers. The Joint Seafarers’ Council has 
not “ recognised " the strike, and other seamen are, therefore, 
“ permitting " the employment of non-Union operators. 


CONTRACTS OPEN AND CLOSED. 


(The da'e given in parentheses at the oad of the paragraph indicates 
the issue of the ELROTRIOAL REVIEW, in which the Ol oial 
Notice” appeared, 


OPEN. 


Australila.—SyDNEY.—Anugust 4th. N. S. W. Government 
Railways and Tramways. Two 1,000-Kw. sub-station units. Ohief 
Electrical Engineer, 61, Hunter Street, Sydney, | 

August 3rd. Department of Pablic Works. Turbines and 
generators for the Barren Jack hydro-electric development scheme. 
Department of Public Works, Sydney. 

N.S.W.—Postmaster-General’s Department. August 2nd and 
5th. Aluminium sheet, brass rod, &c., scheduled 769; platinum 
wire, gold and silver wire, scheduled 768. (June 11th.) 4 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA, — Postmaster-Generals Department. 


August 3rd. 326 accumulators, schedule 668. (June llth.) · 
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Belglum.— June 26th. Municipal authorities of Bierset 
(Province of Liége). Tenders for the concession for supply of 
electrical energy for lighting and power purposes in the town. 


Colne.—Electricity Department. Steam and water piping. 
(June 11th.) 


Darlington.— July 16th. Electricity Department. One 


5,000-KW. turbo-alternator and surface-condensing plant. (See 
this issue.) 


Dartford.—June 26th. Electricity undertaking. Rotary 


converter, transformers, switchgear, &c., L.T. twin cable-feeder, 
pillar and feeder-panel. (June 11th.) 


Edinburgh.—July 13th. Corporation. Electric lighting 
installations of houses at Gorgie. The Town Olerk. 


Glasgow.—July 6th. Tramways Department. One 


то ее EW steam turbo-alternator, with condensing plant. (June 
18th.) 


Huddersfield. Electricians’ work in girls’ high school, 
Greenhead. H. Sutcliffe, Borough Architect, 1, Peel Street. 


 Hull.—July 12th. Electricity Department. Опе three- 


es electrically-operated overhead travelling crane. (See this 
issue, 


Hoylake and West Kirby. Coal for a year, for the Urban 
District Council Electricity Works. Electrical Engineer, Carr 
Lane, Hoylake. 


Middlesbrough. — Corporation. 
general stores. Town Clerk. 


New Zealand. AUCKLAND.—September Ist. Harbour 
Board. For the supply of electric capstans and spares. Mesars. 
W. & A. MoArthur, Ltd., 18-19, Silk Street, Cripplegate, London. 


.. Newport.—June 26th. Electricity Department. Turbo- 
alternating plant, surface-condensing plant, boilers, economisers, 
draught plant, steel flue and stack, &0. (June 4th.) 


Nuneaton. — June 380th. Electricity Department. 


1,000-KW., D. C., turbo - alternator, surface-condensing 
plant and pipework. (June 4th.) 


Southampton. — July 3rd. Electricity Department. 
E. H. T. and н.т. switchgear and D.C. control panel. (June 4th.) 


Swindon.—June 26th. Electricity Department. 2.000 


yards 3- in. four-way stoneware conduits, light steel poles for over- 
head lines. (June 11th.) 


Warrington. — June 29th. Electricity Department. 
Truok type ash elevator and hopper. (June 11th.) 

July 18th. Electricity and Tramways Committee. Two 
6,000-xw. turbo-alternators. (June 18th.) 


Electric lamps and 


CLOSED. 


Beigium.—The municipal authorities of Horion- Hozemont 
(Province of Liége) recently invited tenders for the concession for 
the supply of electrical energy for lighting and power purposes in 
the town. Not а single offer was received. 

Burnley.—The Electricity Committee recommends that 
the contract for the extensions, at the electricity works, be placed 
with the English Electric Co., Ltd., the total amount of their 
tender being £107,400. 

Mansfield.— Town Council :— 

Cables.— Western Electric Co., £9,888. 


Southeud-on-Sea.—Town Council :— 


600 tubes and 300 bends for condenser.—Ledward & Beckett, £4,575. 


Swansea.—Corporation. Accepted: 
British Thomson- Houston Co., Ltd.—Turbo-alternator, complete with con- 
denser, £465,660. 


Worcester.— Town Council :— 
Messrs. Ward.—Electric bells for police cells, £18; electric fan, £49, 


S ——— 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS. 


Institution of Electrical Engineers. — Wednesday, June 80th. At the 
Institution of Mechanical Engineers, Storey's Gate, S. W. At 6 p.m. 
Paper on Overhead and Live Rail Conductor Systems,” by Sir Philip 
Dawson. 

Thursday, July Ist. At the Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, 
South Kensington. From 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. Annual conversazione. 


Junior Institution of Engineers.—Wednesday, June 30th. At the Café 
Monico, Piccadilly Circus, 6.80 p.m. for? p.m. Dinner to celebrate 36th 
anniversary. 

Tramways and Light Railways Association. — Friday, July 2nd. At 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, S. W. At 2.30 p.m, Annual congress. At 
1.90 p.m. at the Connaught Rooms: Annual dinner, 


NOTES. 


The LM.E.A. Meeting.—Continuing the report of the 
I. M. E. A. Convention, appearing on page 803, the proceedings were 
resumed on Wednesday morning. The paper by Mr. I. V. 
Robinson, Wh. Sc., of the B.E.A.M.A., on Power Station Design in 
Relation to Thermal Efficiency,” was discussed by Messrs. 
Carnegie, Selvey, Ferranti, Wilkinson, Swallow, Ayton, Lea, and 
Hunter. Mr. Robinson replied. In the afternoon an excursion to 
Bolton Abbey took place, also a golf handicap. Mr. Robinson's 
paper was contributed as the result of an invitation to the 
B.E.A.M.A. to give the views of manufacturers, Copies of the 
specifications and tests agreed between the B.E.A.M.A. and the 
Association were circulated at the meeting. 


Industrial Research.—The Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research has approved the Research Association for the 
British Motor Cycle and Cycle Car Industry. The Secretary of the 
Committee engaged in the establishment of this Association is 
Major Н. R. Watling, " The Towers," Warwick Road, Coventry. 


Vulcauised Rubber.—A new vulcanising process has been 
invented by Mr. 8. J. Peachey, of the Manchester College of Tech- 
nology. It is stated that instead of the usual high temperatures, 
the new method employs sulphuretted hydrogen and sulphur 
dioxide at ordinary temperatures. The process will enable a large 
class of materials to be treated, which could not be used previously 
on account of the high temperature involved. 


Electricity on South African Farms.—None can doubt 
the complete present supremacy of the oil (engine аз a 
power motor on South African farms, withthe wind motor— 
invariably of foreign manufacture owing to the strange 
indifference of British makers—a good second. Nevertheless, 
there are signs that these will soon be faced with a growing 
competition from small and self-contained electrical plant. 
Attention is just now being vigorously drawn tothe waste of 
water power in the numerous districts where it is available, and 
useful attempts are being made to educate the agriculturist as to 
the possibilities open in this direction. The common impression has 
hitherto been that agreater and more forceful flow is required than 
can be continuously relied upon from the average small stream, and 
the farmer has yet to learn how small and irregular a flow will 
give asufficient horse-power to work a plant capable of driving big 
farm and dairy machines, and also lighting a homestead. Little 
or no conception exists of the high peak loads obtainable by the 
use of the storage battery on a low, but more or less continuous, 
rate of feed. As information on this subject spreads, we foresee a 
widely-extended demand for small electricity-generating plant in 
the farming districts of every part of South Africa. 

The subject is one which may well engage the practical attention 
of machinery importing firms, which should be assured of the 
sympathetic co operation and support of Home manufacturers of 
the type of plant referred to. The South African farmer was 
never before so prosperous or in such a good position to spend 
money on new ideas and developments. All that is needed is a certain 
amount of propaganda, both by advertising and personal advice, 
and he will see the important economies and facilities he can effect 
by utilising the power now generally running to waste. With a 
stream 10 ft. wide, from 2 ft. to 4 ft. deep, and with about 5 ft. 
head, the farmer has a free supply of something like 20 H.P., but 
the trouble is that in few cases does he know this. The 
opportunity open to machinery firms strikes us as an extremely 
valuable one, the more so because the commercial opportunities are 
not limited to the handling of small dynamos and the necessary 
material, but the door is opened to a new and highly-profitable 
business in lighting fittings and such domestic conveniences as 
electric fans, irons, washing machines, and cooking and heating 
apparatus. Such plants are not unknown in South Africa 
Isolated cases exist where enterprising farmers have had them in 
successful operation for some years. Such cases are certain to 
multiply, and the commercial opportunities involved will be 
recognised and fostered by wide-awake firms. In fact, one such 
house in British East Africa, holding an American agency, has been 
making a big push lately with electric motors adapted for agri- 
cultural purposes, and, we believe, with oonsiderable success. 
South Africa should provide a still larger field if similar prope- 
ganda were pursued in districts offering the necessary water-power 
facilities, and, in spite of popular misconceptions, it should be 
realised that there are few which do not.—B.and S.A. Er port 
Gazette. 


U.S.A. Production of Electric Power and Fue! 
Consumption. Data collected and compiled by the Committee on 
Division of Power Resources, United States Geological Survey, 
giving the production of electric power and consumption of fuel 
by public utility plant in the United States for the month of 
January, 1920, show an increase of approximately 15 per cent. over 
the figure for the same month in 1919. The figures for January 
are based on returns received from about 2,800 power plant of 
100-KW. capacity or more engaged in public service, including 
central stations, electric railways and certain other plant which 
contribute to the public supply. The capacity of plant submitting 
reports of operations is about 90 per cent. of the capacity of all 
plant. The average daily production of electricity during January 
was 124,300,000 Kw.-hours, 33 per cent. of which was produced dy 
water power. The total production of electricity by public-utility 
plant during 1919 was 40°3 billion KW.-hours, 14°76 billion &w.- 
hours, or 36'6 per cent. by water power, and 25'54 billion Kw.-hours, 
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or 68˙4 per cent, by fuels. The- mean daily output for 1919 was 
110˙4 million KW.-hours. The mean daily production for January, 
1919, was about 108 million Kw.-hours; the mean for January, 
1920, was 124°3 million Kw.-hours. The value for January, 1919, 
is estimated, The fuel consumption for the year was as follows :— 
$5 million short tons of coal, 11°05 million barrels of oil, and 21˙7 
million M. ob. ft. of gas. Converting the oil and gas consumed to 
coal, the equivalent coal for all fuela consumed during 1919 would 
be 38'347 million tons. With 25:540 billion KWw.-hours, produced 
by fuels in 1919, an average of practically 3 lb. of coal was 
required per Kw.-hour of electricity produced. On this basis it 
would have required the consumption of 22,140,000 tons to have 
generated the Kw.-hours produced by water power. The estimated 
production of bituminous coal in 1919 is 458,063,000 short tons. 
The amount of coal used by electric public utility plant during 
1919 was 7°6 per cent. of the total produoed.— Power. 


Charges for Electricity Supply and Wages of Employes. 
—The following is a copy of a letter addressed to the secre- 
taries of the Home Counties (No. 9 area) Joint Industrial 
Council for the Electricity Supply Industry, by the Ministry 
of Transport :— 

COPY. 


Ministry of Transport, 
Secretarial and Legal Department, 
6, Whitehall Gardens, S. W. 1. 
June 14th, 1920. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I am directed by the Minister of Transport to refer to Mr. 
Webb’s letter of the 13th ult., and to the copy of the resolution 
passed by the Home Counties Council on May 12th, 1920, and 
also to the conference which Sir John Snell had with a 
deputation from the Industrial Council on the 19th ult. 

The Minister has decided that companies seeking an in- 
crease in thelr maximum rates of charge may now make 
application to him under section 32 of the Electric Lighting 
(Clauses) Act, 1899, instead of under the Statutory Under- 
takings (Temporary Increase of Charges) Act, 1918. This 
will enable all companies with very few exceptions to make 
application should that course be necessary. The few excep- 
tions are those companies whose orders were granted to 
local authorities prior to the passing of the 1899 Clauses Act, 
and subsequently transferred to the companies. 

Such companies and loca] authorities to whom Section 32 
of the Act of 1899 does not apply may make application under 
the Statutory Undertakings (Temporary Increase of Charges) 
Act, 1918. 

The Commissioners will conduct any inquiries that may 
be necessary, and they will be always willing to hear any 
representations which the Industrial Council for the district 
may desire to make, and the Industrial Council for the dis- 
trict will be notified when any application for an increase 
of charges is made. 

With regard to the second point raised by the deputation, 
I am to say that the Minister has no power to allocate to any 
particular purpose any part of the sum produced by the 
sanctioned increase of maximum charge, but representatives 
e „ Council can attend any inquiry and be heard 

ereat. 

As regards the third point raised by the deputation, I am 
to state that the Minister is advised that he cannot restrict 
the grant of an increase only to undertakers who agree to 
carry out the recommendations of the Industrial Council. 


I am, Gentlemen, 
. Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) R. FRANCIS DUNNELL. 


The Joint Secretaries, 
Home Counties (No. 9 Area) Joint Industrial Council 
for the Electricity Supply Industry. 


The Costs of Gas Fittings.—The electrical engineer, 
with characteristic modesty, and a lively remembrance of the 
time when new houses were fitted for gae with a mixture of 
small iron and compo pipes held up for the most part by the 
plaster, is apt to assume that his wiring estimates are still 
much in advance of the expenditure called for by his com- 
petitors. Only a few years ago small houses were wired in 
carcass for 8s. to 10s. a point, without fittings, and gas could 
be ran for half that amount. To-day, however, it would 
appear that high cost of installation and of apparatus is a more 
serious difficulty to the gas engineer than to ourselves, check- 
ing the popular wiring schemes and radically altering the 
relation between the cost of gas apparatus and the revenue 
to be derived from its use. A correspondent of the Gas Journal 
recently complained that a speaker had given a figure of £1 

er point ав the present cost of simple gas installation work, 
including inverted pendants, burners, outlets for fires, cooker, 
&c., at the same time stating that the lowest tender known 
to him for electric wiring without fittings wae 25s. per point; 
whereas the correspondent considered that it could not be 
done with material up over 100 per cent.; wages of gas fitter 
18. 9d. per hour; wages of gas fitter mate 1з. per hour. The 
results were given of two houses piped in carcass to deter- 
mine the costa for 600, as follows :— 

Houses: 3 bedrooms, parlour, living room, scullery, bath- 
room, usual offices, 


Points: 10 lighting, 1 cooker, 1 hot water, 4 fires; total, 16. 
Net cost without establishment charges, supervision, use of 
tools or waste, £12 6s. per house. 


FrrrINGS. £ s. d. 

1 Zlight pendant ix "m 5 Es 14 6 
2 Burners at 5s. 4d. us oe ba ii 10 8 
8 l-hght pendants at 58. 6d. ... 85 . 24 0 
8 Burners at 4s. 8d. к 5 T ..117 4 
10 Mantles at 6d. ... 2 ice sae е 5 0 
10 Patteresses at 6d., labour, &c. m 5 0 
£516 6 


or a total of over £18 actual net cost for a house with 16 points, 
only the lighting points being completed with fittings. It 
would appear that after providing the cooker, water heater, 
and fires, an expenditure approeching £50 per house micht be 
anticipated. 


The Fiat Motor-car Works. — When the Italian auto- 
mobile industry is under consideration, Italy’s lack of coal is 
often cited as one of the handicaps which will prevent the 
industry attaining the same development as that of other 
nations more favourably situated in this respect, but Italy has 
been so favoured by nature in the matter of water power 
that coal can almost be dispensed with. There is proof of 
this in the Fiat motor works, which, whilst being one of the 
largest in Europe, are also completely electrified, the whole of 
the electrcity being obtained from water power in the Alpe. 
At the present time no coal whatsoever is used for driving 
machinery. For power and light the big works of the Fiat 
Company consume 15,000 KW. daily, out of a total consump- 
tion of 50,000 xw. for the whole of the city of Turin. When 
the new steel works and the forges were laid out, ney were 
designed to be operated entirely by electricity sec from 
water power; the electric furnaces, in particular, are very 
fine. The essential features of these furnaces are the subject 
of a Fiat patent, and excellent results are obtained. It was 
in 1917, soon after the Fiat Company had bought up the Pie- 
montaise steel works and forges, that the problem was 
of securing sufficient hydraulic power and designing euch a 
plant that no coal whatsoever would be required in the big 
Turin factory. Control was obtained of the Mont Сеше 
Hydraulic Power Co., which, by reason of its topographical 
and geological conditions, offered good possibilities for obtain- 
ing electricity. The plant existing at that time on the 
Cenischia River was able to supply 65,000,000 xw.-hours, of 
which 38,000,000 were available in eummer and 27,000,000 
during the winter months. This quantity will be considerably 
increased in the near future, for extensive works are being 
carried out on the Cenischia River. In addition to this, by 
increasing the size of the natural lake on the top of the Mont 
Cenis, the power available will be increased to 200,000,000 Kw. - 
hours, of which a large portion will be available during the 
winter months. When these extensions have been completed, 
the whole of the electricity produced by the Mont Cenis Elec- 
tric Power Co. will be reserved for the Fiat motor works at 


Electro-deposition of Iron.—In a paper recently read 
before the Institution of Automobile Engineers, Mr. B. H. 
Thomas gave an interesting account of the progress of repair- 
ing or building up worn motor parts by means of electrically. 
deposited iron. Ball race housings, stub axles, and the 
various other parts that, subject to continuous wear, become 
slack must, under ordinary circumstances, either be allowed 
to run on to the detriment of the engine in general or on the 
other hand must be replaced—a costly alternative. In such 
cases the only satisfactory remedy is the deposition of copper 
or iron, and it has been found possible to coat with a layer 
2 mm. thick any cylindrical wrought iron or steel surface. 
Properly done this layer cannot be chipped off with a chisel, 
and when carbonised and hardened the dividing line, shown 
by micro-photographs, entirely disappears. The ace can 
be filed or ground and given a high finish. At the Third 
Heavy Repair Shop, described by the writer, 6,000 parte were 
rendered serviceable by this method in less than two years, 
and several examples of the various types of work are given 
in the paper. The plant consisted of two depositing benches 
with 94 depositing vats each and a large vat for simple re- 
petition work; machine tools for finishing off repairs; two 
electrolytic cleaning vats; a set of accumulators coupled in 
groups for 2, 4, 8 and 12 volts; three 1 н.р. motors for rocking 
anodes, besides other necessary smaller appliancee. The 
method of working is detailed by Mr. Thomas. The import- 
ance of properly cleaning the material is emphasised by the 
fact that it is put through seven stages, including two electro- 
lytic baths. Any portion of the work to be left as it etands 
is then stopped off by means of wax or а similar composition. 
The bath that gave the most satisfactory results was com- 
posed of 76 grammes of ferrous ammonium sulphate to 1 litre 
of water, with a current density of 1 amp. per 30 sq. cm. 
The work is suspended in the vat from a standard fixed to 
the bench, and in order to ensure a uniform deposit the 
anode is moved about the work by means of a small motor. 
The best anode proved to be that made up of 16 8.w.a. 
Swedish iron wire wound into the form of & cylinder and 
thoroughlv annealed. The temperature of the solution should 
be kept above 68 deg. F., and it is desirable to decant and 
settle it every three days or eo to remove oxides of foreign 
matter which cause roughness in the deposited metal, 
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The Cracking of H.T. Insulators, —A writer in Elek- 


tretechnil und Mas^hinenbau, discussing this question, points out 


that cracking in petticoat H.T. insulators ie nearly always caused 
by the cement used in cementing the different parts together (he is, 
of course, speaking of built-up insulators). Most ordinary cements 
become very hard with time, and having a different thermal expan- 
sion to the porcelain used, they cause the latter to become mechani- 
cally stressed, and so cause cracking and breaking when the 
insulators are heated up. A number of firms use an elastic com- 
pound between the cement and the porcelain, but here also the 
same trouble is experienced with the lapse of time, as the elastic 
medium also oxidizes and hardens. The remedy suggested by this 
article is to add to the cement (only the best Portland cement 
should ‘be used) materials having a lower thermal expansion than 
the cement, so that the thermal expansion of the compound is 


reduced to approximately the same value as that of the porcelain. 


A compound of this type, termed Teleo cement, has been 
patented by the Porzellanfabrik Freibergi. S., and has given very 
satisfactory results in use. It has also a higher mechanical 
strength than pure cement. 


. E.P.E.A. Bouns of £30.—We understand that a situation 
of serious concern to the inhabitants of Derby, Nottingham, and 
Leicester was recently created by the Councils in these boroughs 
on account of their not agreeing to pay the above bonus in acoor- 
dance with the recommendation of the National Joint Board of 
Employers and members of staff (Electricity Supply Industry). 
The members conderned, supported by the E. P. E. A., had intimated 
their intention of withdrawing their services on Friday last, if the 
Councils did not reconsider their decision and agree to pay the 
bonus as recommended. We are glad to state that the Corporations 
have since reconsidered the matter and have decided to pay the 
bonus ta the technical staffs, as from January Ist, 1920. 


Appointments Vacant.— Armature winder, for the Oldham 
Corporation Tramways; foreman (Rs. 500 per week), for the 
Ammunition Power House, Kerkee, India ; meter superintendent 
(105а.), for the Loughborough Corporation Electricity Department ; 
mechanical and electrical engineer, for the Yorkshire Electrical 
Power Co. ; resident electrical engineer (£450) for the Borough of 
Wrexham Electricity Department; mains and meter assistant for 


Alloa Town Council Electricity Department. See our advertisement 
pages to-day. 


INSTITUTION NOTES. 


lastitution of Electrical Eogineers.— There was a good 
attendance of members. on June 16th. when Sir Dugald Clerk, 
K.B E., &c., read his Note on the Thermal Efficiency of the 
Generation and Use of Gas and Electricity.” The subsequent dis- 
cussion, which will appear іп a later issue of the ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, raised points of great importance. Among the speakers 


were Messrs. Merz. Highfield, Patchell and Wordingham, Colonel 


Crompton, and Profs. Cobb and Smithells. 

- STUDENTS’ SECTION.—The London Students’ Section of the 
Institution is to visit Scotland this summer from July 21th to 
zist. An attractive programme has been arranged, which will 
include social functions and visits to power stations, works, and 
other places of interest at Glasgow and Clydebank. 


Institution of Civil Engineers.—A conversazione is to be held 


at the Institution, Great George Street, S. W., on Tuesday, July 6th, 
from 8.30 p.m. to 11 p.m. 


е 


OUR PERSONAL COLUMN. 


The Editors invite electrical engineers, whether connected with the 
technical or the commercial side of the profession and indust: y, 
also electric tramway and railway officials, to keep readers of the 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW posted as to their movements, 


Mr. Oswarnp G. Cook, late assistant electrical engineer at 
H.M. power station, Ripon, has been appointed a director of Measrs. 
Arthur Cook, Ltd., hauling contractors, Leeds. 

The Council of the Royal Society of Arts has awarded medals 
for the following papers read during the session 1919-20 :—MR. 
SYDNEY PRESTON, CI. E. English Canals and Inland Waterways "’ ; 
SIR JAMES CURRIE, K. B. E., C.M.G., " Industrial Training." 

MR. A. E. FIRTH, of the Camp power station at Ripon, has been 
appointed shift engineer at the York electricity works. 

MR. J. ALLAN WILSON has resigned his position as branch 
manager of Messrs. Johnson & Phillips's Glasgow осе, as from 
June 30th. | 

The Highways Committee of the London County Council 
recommends that MR. J. R. WALKER, assistant power-station 
engineer in the tramways department, be appointed inspecting 
engineer, at a salary of £410 a year, plus war conus of 20 per cent., 
pius £120, making £618. 

The marriage took place at Tunbridge Wells, on June 14th, of 
Мв. FRANK ABBOTT, of the staff of the General Electric Co., Ltd., 
and Miss B. K. Maxwell, daughter of the late Mr. W, Max well, of 


London and Chicago. 
silver coffee service. 

Ayr Town Council has granted the electrical engineer a bonus 
of £150, and the tramway manager a bonus of £135, into which all 
war bonuses are merged. | | 

Мв. W. О. MALLINS, general manager of the Liverpool Corpora- 
tion tramways, was presented on his retirement with a silver rose 
bowl, salver, and vases, at а luncheon given by the chairman of the 
Tramways Committee (Counciller F. C. Wilson), at the London and 
North-Western Hotel, Liverpool. Warm tributes were paid to his 
work as tramway manager. | 

Kilmarnock Town Council has appointed MR. J. H. MENZIES, of 
Dundee. as tramway manager. 

Obituary. Mr. Окоп, TREHERNE, who was killed by lightning 
on June 12th, was an apprentice to electrical engineering with the 
British Westinghouse Co., at Manchester, and was about to enter 
Manchester University to take an engineering degree. He was 19 
years of age. F 

Mr. T. GooDvEAB.—The death has taken place of Mr. Thomas 
Goodyear, who was for over 2t years electrical engineer to the late 
ч Nunburnholme, at Warter Priory (Yorks.) He was 63 years 
of age. 

Mr. JOHN CooPER.—We regret to record the death of Mr. John 
Cooper. accountant, who was in the employ of the Edison Swan 
Electric Co., Ltd., for 30 years. ZEE 

Will. —Mr. H. P. SMALLPEICE, chairman of the Guildford Elec- 
tricity Supply Co., Ltd., left £138,265 gross and £114,424 net 
personalty. 


From his colleagues, Mr. Abbott received a 


NEW COMPANIES REGISTERED. 


Greenling Electric Supplies, Ltd. (168,255).—Private com- 
pany. Registered June l4th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares (4,000 participatin 
preferred). To carry on the business of electrical, mechanical, motor an 
general engineers, manufacturers of and dealers in transformers, radiators, 
dynamos, motors, &c. The subscribers (each with one pH Coats W. H. 
Roslington, 15, Duke's Avenue, Chiswick, W. 4, merchant; Н. Humphries. 
23, King Street, Cheapside, E. C., C. The first directors are: . H. 
Roslington (governing director) and others to be appointed by him. Solicitor : 
E. J. В. Hobrow, 9, Ironmonger Lane, $ ЧЕ 


Garner, Holt & Co., Ltd. (168,355).—Private company. 
Registered June 17th. Capital, £5,000 in £1 shares. To take over the busi- 
ness of an electrical engineer and constructor carried on by G. Garner at 2, 
Grange Terrace, Wilmslow Road, Rusholme, Manchester, as '' Garner, Моусе 
& Co." The permanent directors are: G. Garner, 2, Grange Terrace, Wilms- 
low Road, Rusholme, Manchester, electrical engincer; A. O. Holt, 2, Grange 
Terrace, Wilmslow Road, Rusholme, Manchester, electrical engineer. Solicitor : 
S. Bishop, 23, Fountain Street, Manchester. 


Northern Radiators, Ltd. (168,201).—Private company. 
Registered June llth. Capital, 25,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the business 
of radiator manufacturers, motor, electrical and general engineers, &c. The 
Subscribers (each with one share) are: Е. С. О. Henriques, 477, Bury New 
Road, Manchester, engineer; K. Howell, 83, Stockport Road, Marple, clerk. 
The subscribers are to appoint the first directors. Qualification, 21 Secre- 
tary: E. С, Q. Henriques. Registered office : Sheepscar Street, Leeds. 


Industrial Electroplant, Ltd. (168,192).—Private company. 


| Registered June llth. Capital, £2.000 in £1 shares. To carry on the busi- 


ness of manufacturers of and dealers in electric and galvanic machinery, motor 
cars, motor and other cycles, aircraft, range finders, steering gear, руго- 
scopes, dynamos, cables, switchgear, &c. The subscribers (each with one share) 
are: F. C. Austin, Thorncroft, Warlingham, Surrey: Н. A. Rawlin, 179, St. 
James' Road, S.E.l. The first directors are: F. Poolev, E. C. Austin, W. L. 
Wreford, F. Creedy and H. St. Hill Mawdsley. Registered office: 34, Broad- 
way, Westminster, S.W. ; i 


Sinclair, Paget & Co., Ltd. (168,209).—Private companv. 
Registered June 11th. Capita, £2,000 in £1 shares. To take over the business 
of electricians, electrical engineers, &c., carried on bv G. F. A. Paul at 8, New 
Inn Yard, Shoreditch, E.l. The first directors are: W. P. St. John, 151, 
Fore Street, Edmonton, N.18, accountant; G. F. A. Paul, 32, Falner Road, 
Enfield, electrical engineer; L. Lambert, 21, Aldebert Terrace, Clapham, 
S.W.8, accountant. Secretary: L. Lambert. Registered office: 8, New Ina 
Yard, Shoreditch, E.1. 


Fred Price & Co. (1920), Ltd. (168,229).—Private com- 
any. Registered June 12th. Capital, £50,000 in £1 shares. To carry on the 
business of electrical engineers and contractors, mechanical engineers, &c. 
The subscribers (each with one share) are: R. Lane, 3-4, Duke Street, Cardiff; 
F. Price, 9, Gold Street, Cardiff; A. W. Horton, 29-31, St. Mary Street, 
Cardiff; C. W. King, Pentre Gwylim, Llanishen. The first directors are: 
Sir Edward Nicholl, Sir Wm. Diamond, R. Lane and C. W. King. Secre 
tary: T. C. Evans, Solicitors: Forsdike, Buchanan and Giles, Cardiff. Regis- 
tered office: Institute Lane, Park Place, Cardiff. 


Bougie Pognon, Ltd. (168,249).—Private company. Re- 
gistered June lach. Capital, £100 in £1 shares. To acquire and turn to 
nccount the patent and trade mark relating to the Pognon sparking plugs. The 
subscribers (each with one sharc) are: A. Peters, 4, Mount Road, Wimbledon 
Park, S.W.19; A. Keston, Westgrove, 339, Amhurst Road, Stoke Newington, 
N.16, clerk. The first directors are to be appointed by the subscribere. 
Solicitor: A. Baker, Lennox House, Norfolk Street, Strand, W,C. 


OFFICIAL RETURNS OF ELECTRICAL 
COMPANIES. | 


Accessories Manufacturing Co., Ltd. (Old Co.).—H. A. 
McCann, of 8, Queen Street, Е.С.6, ceases to act as receiver or manager om 
June Sth, 1920. | 

Penrith Electric Supply Co., Ltd.—Satisfaction in full on 
April 2th, 1920, of mortgage dated December 5th, 1918, securing all moneys 
due or to become due from the company to bankers. 

Kent-Mitchell, Ltd.—Satisfaction to the extent of 21.000 
on February 20th. 1920, of debentures dated July llth, 1919, securing 43, 000. 

Llanrwst Electricity Supply Co., Ltd.—W. 1. Parry, of 


Caetmor Chambers, Bethesda, Оагпагуоп, as receiver and manager by order 
of Court dated May 9191, 1920 
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Р. B. Baker, Ltd.—Particulars of £10,000 debentures 
ereated May 19th, 1990, whole amount being now Issued, charged on the 
ser ee underteking and property, present and future, including uncalled 
са . 


Honiton & District. Electric Supply Co., Ltd.— 2500 de- 
bentures dated May 25th, 1920, charged on the company's undertaking and 

perty, present and future, including uncalled capital. Holders: C. Harding, 
urwood, Honiton, and others. j à o 


Llaugollen & District Electric Light & Power Co., Ltd.— 
Debentures, and аз collateral security, a mortgage, both dated May 13th, 
1920, to secure 21,000, charged on company’s under akang and property, 
present and future, and lease of portion of Deel Mills, Liangollen, with 

ers therein granted to install dynamos and generators, &c. Holders: 

. F. Jones, Llangollen, Denbigh. 


W. Saunders, Ltd.—Mortgage dated May 20th, 1920, 
securing £2,200, charged on 24, , and 28, Crouch Street, Colchester. 
Holders: Miss F. Fitehett, Halstead; W. J. Hankin, 8, Winchester Street, 
Basingstoke; and F. V. Hankin, Ash Cottage, Clarence Road, Fleet, Hants. 


Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd. (61,447).—Return 
dated December 31st, 1919. Capital, £250,000 in £1 shares 000 ordinary 
and 60,000 preferred), 150,000 ordinary and 48,800 preferred shares taken up. 
£198,900 paid. Mortgages and charges, £75,000. 


e 
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. CITY NOTBS. 


As a result of the Parliamentary Co.'8 


Lancashire operationg for the year 1919 that company 
Power has, after paying debenture interest and 

. Construction putting £15,000 to reserve, declared a divi- 
Co., Ltd. dend of 7 per cent. upon its shares, all 


of which are held by this company. This 
will produce £35,660, plus £4,500 interest on the debenture 
held by this company, plus interest, &c., received £1,317, 
making £41,477.  Debenture interest payable, general ex- 
penes &c., absorb £17,219, leaving £24,258, plus £8,441 
rought forward. Dividends of 6 per cent., tax free, on the 
cumulative convertible first preference shares, 7 per cent. on 
the 7 per cent. cumulative participating preference shares, 
and 6 per cent. on the ordinary shares, are to be paid, leaving 
£9,648 to be carried forward. To enable the extension of the 
generating station and mains of the Parliamentary Co. to 
be proceeded with, the company in December last made an 
issue of 400,000 6 per cent. cumulative convertible first pre- 
ference shares of £l each. The following figures indicate the 
development of the Parliamentary Co.'s business during the 
year: : ; 


1918. 1919. 
Units generated 49,581,893 50,671,536 
Maximum load in Kw. ... 14,000 18,600 
H.P. connected Т 35,500 39,000 
. Receipts £136,745 £173,338 
- Expenditure £88,731 £119,960 
Profit on trading £48,014 £53,878 


Owing to the change from war to peace conditions, and 
especially to the reduction in working hours in practically 
all industries, the гою Co.'s output has not quite 
maintained the normal rate of expansion, but in spite of 
many difficulties the trading result has improved, and the 
Parliamentary Co. has been able to increase its dividend to 
this company from 6 to 7 per cent. New contracts entered 
into during the year, which are now maturing, will have the 
effect of approximately doubling the company’s output as 
econ as the plant on order is in commission. In addition 
inquiries have been received considerably in excess of the 
company’s capacity to supply, even when the present exten- 
sions are completed. These inquiries are receiving the careful 
consideration of the board. The continued high price of 
coal has brought home to power users in every industry the 
great advantages of central electric power supply. The exten- 
sions at the power station, although somewhat behindhand, 
are now making good progress, and it is hoped that the first 
of the two 10,000 Kw. sets on order will be operating in 
October, and the second about four months later; labour 
difficulties, and particularly the moulders’ strike, are respon- 
sible for the delay in the delivery of the new plant. 


Mr. A. W. Tait, C.B.E., in the course 

Delhi Electric of his speech at the annual meeting, said 
Tramways and 
Lightin tory since the formation of the company. 
Co., Ltd. The position had been strengthened, and 

the first dividend on the ordinary shares 

was recommended; the preference shareholders began to get 
eome return in respect of their participating right. They had 
received considerable assistance to these enda from the profit 
obtained on remittances to this country (£7,197), an abnormal 
circumstance, which they could not expect to be repeated to 
the same extent in the current year. The satisfactory feature 
of the accounts was the increase in the revenue from both 
branches of the undertaking. This would have been greater 
but for the complete boycott of the cars which took place 
in April, 1919. The net revenue increased bv 13 per cent. 
It was inadvisable to increase the tram wav fares, but they 
were considering slight increases in the lighting and power 
rates. There had been a slight fall in the cost per unit 
generated due to an improvement in the freight charges on 
o1! fuel. They were making arrangements to copo with the 


any material extent for some time. 


that the accounts were the most satisfac- ' 


demand which was expected during the coming winter. Therd 
would be an exceptional demand during the vit of the Брав 
of Wales. Despite the difficulties of obtaining electrical 
materials of all kinds, 195 consumers were added, against 117 
in the previous year. As they had been able to obtain better 
supplies of materials the new consumers this year showed 
& further substantial increase. They had selected a type of 
car which was at present before the municipal authorities 
for approval. Rolling stock was costly, and there was diffi- 
culty in obtaining delivery and accommodation to India, eo 
they might not be able to supplement their rolling stock to 
It was too early to give 
a reliable estimate of the prospects for the current year, but 
the returns so far to hand showed that if conditions remained 
normal they might hope for as good a result as that now 
submitted so far as the net revenue of the combined under- 
takings was concerned—leaving out of account the question 
of exchange. The general manager, Mr. Griffin, was returning 
to this country for a rest owing to the state of his health. 
It was improbable that he would be able to return to India 
for any extended period, and they would have to consider 
the question of a successor at an early date. 


| Col. О. О. Armstrong, D.S.O., presidin 
Greenwood and at the annual meeting on 15th inst., eai 
Batley, Ltd. that regarding future prospects they need 

| have no anxiety as to orders; they were in 
the fortunate position of being able to pick and choose their 
orders, though under existing conditions thia was not always 
an infallible indication of results. ‘The many factors which 
might intervene between the acceptance and the completion 
of a contract were at present abnormally indeterminate, 
and these in turn were aggravated by the crushing effect of 
prospective taxation. It was confidently anticipated that 
within eighteen months of the actual conclusion of the war 
they would all be in a position to reorganise and develop to 
their fullest extent the industrial powers of this country. 
Everyone accepted that industry would have to bear its full 
and direct share in the taxation necessary to liquidate the vast 
debt that had been incurred, since, carried to its ultimate 
conclusion, industry, directly or indirectl ; In one form or 
another, would eventually have to find by fur the greater part 
of the money required for the repayment of the war debt. 
It was, however, generally and justifiably assumed that in 
course of time a wise and statesmanlike policy would be ini- 
tiated which would adjust the burden of taxation in such a 
manner that it would leave the most important factor in this 
countrv, the manufacturing industry, the freest possible use 
of all its powers of development both in the home aa well as 
in foreign markets. So far from this being the case we are 
apparently to have an extension of the E.P.D. in an aggravated 
form—an inequitable and deleterious form of taxation ad- 
missible at best as a temporary expedient under war condi- 
tions, where the Government practically consumed or con- 
trolled the entire output of our factories, and mass production 
of standard articles was more or less universal. The orders 
already booked were sufficient to keep all the various depart- 


‘ments in the works fully employed for the next twelve months, 


and, given freedom from labour troubles and loyal co-opera- 
tion of the men, he thought they could look ahead, in so far 
as the immediate future was concerned, without any cause 
for anxiety. A very fair proporiton of the orders are for 
export, and they found many of their old customers from 
abroad were again asking them to supply their. needs. 


: Sir J. Fortescue Flannery, M.P., presided 
Callender's Cable on June 17th at the Hall of the Institute 
and Construction of Journalists over the annual meeting. 

Co., Ltd. He said the results were extremely satis- 
factory, and when it was remembered that 
they were achieved in the face of unusual difficulties, they 
were all the more gratifying. The war had made things 
difficult for the company, but they had had one steady custo- 
mer in the Government, who had taken the greater part of 
their output to the great advantage of both the Admiralty 
and the War Office. As a result of the suspension of hostili- 
ties the Government stopped its war ordets within 24 hours, 
and left on the company's hands large quantities of practically 
manufactured materials, and a factory which had been built to 
meet its special requirements. Their original factories, as they 
had been converted again to meet the special requirements of 
the Government, were to a large extent in a condition unsuit- 
able for commercial work. The problem left to the company, 
therefore, was to obtain orders sufficient to fill the works 
rearrange the factories to make such work profitable, an 
at the same time in order to keep their promise to re-engage 
and re-employ over 800 men. These briefly were the con- 
ditions under which they began in 1919, and it was testimony 
to the inherent strength of the company that first its world- 
wide agencies, secondly, its sales organisation, and last, but 
not least, the skill and grit of its management, led by Sir 
Tom Callender, enabled it to secure the orders, deliver the 
goods, and obtain the profit which was shown in the accounts. 
The profit was made between January 1st and December 3lst, 
1919, and so went to the credit of the whole year, but & 
large part of the year had elapsed before the changes required 
by the altered conditions of manufacture were completed, and 
although the factories were turning out cables in large quan- 
tities during the whole of 1919, obviously they could not do 
so efficiently, and consequently profitably until the changes 
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in equipment and organisation were completed. The profit 
made was, therefore, earned after these changes had been 
made, and consequently during a portion only of the year 
under review. The present year was handicapped by no euch 
difficulties, and they expected corresponding improvements in 
the results. Attention was drawn in the report to the re-ar- 
rangement of the factory routine, owing to the working week 
having been reduced to 47 hours, i. e., by over 10 per 
cent. The volume of orders recorded was colossal, and quite 
beyond the capacity of the factories at the present time 
working for 47 hours a week only, and it was clear that the 
fullest and most complete employment of the plant must be 
obtained to achieve the delivery to time of the large contracts 
for cable which were placed in their hands. Negotiations 
were opened with the men's unions, and tbe whole situation 
explained, reviewed, and discussed, and, after prolonged and 
difficult negotiations, a scheme of rotary shifts for the cable 
shops was forinulated and agreed, so that the cable works 
could, to all intents and purposes, keep up a continuous 
process of manufacture. Such an arrangement enabled them 
to deal with the extraordinary volume of orders received, 
and to a limited extent effect some improvement in the cost 
of manufacture. In this connection, however, the higher 
rates of pay and the lower efficiency of night work had to be 
set off against some reduction in general charges per ton of 
cable manufactured following, as euch reduction should follow 
upon continuous operation of their plant. All this augured 
well for the company's future, and forecasted even better 
results than those shown in the accounts. The volume f 
orders received after the cessation of hostilities had been 
prodigious, large contracts had been secured, and others were 
apparently coming their way, the output of the work was 
continuously increasing, and, moreover, a new factory had 
been erected at the Erith works to manufacture super-tension 
cable for 33,000 to 60,000 volts. Until comparatively recently 
voltages higher than 11,000 volts were not employed in this 
country. Now that the supply and application of electricity 
was increasing so enormously, huge stations were built to dis- 
tribute current over large areas, higher pressures were em- 
ployed, and the demand for super-tension cables was already 
urgent, and was obviously bound to develop. Their employ- 
ment, however, was not restricted to this country. In every 
part of the world where electricity was developing the same 
demand was arising, and as they intended to obtain their share 
of the orders, they had designed and built & factory especially 
to manufacture efficiently this class of cable. The factory was 
now complete, and would commence operations immediately. 
The prospects of the company as they found them to-day 
were never more hopeful. The books were full of orders, 
works were operating efficiently, and the new factory was 
ready. The network of agents throughout the country and 
abroad poured into the headquarters a steady stream of in- 
quiries and orders, and the difficulty was not to obtain work, 
but how to avoid '' biting off more than we can chew." The 
directors intended to seize the opportunity now before them 
to drive ahead the enterprise for which they were responsible, 
along the path of even more successful progress. To do eo 
however, financial resources beyond those already possessed 
by the company were necessary; and, in a few days’ time, 
the board would appeal to the public to provide them with 
further funds to develop this successful business towards an 
even greater financial return. The general terius of the issue 
were known to them. They were 400,000 74 per cent. "B " 
preference shares of £1 each at par, and 100,000 ordinary 
shares of £1 each at 29s. per share—terms attractive enough, 
it seemed to them, in themselves to ensure the same great 
success 38 occurred in their issue of 1918, which was sub- 
ecribed nine times over. Supported, however, by the results 
and the favourable prospects which they had indicated, the 
new issue should induce shareholders to take a still greater 
share in the successful enterprise they owned. Touching on 
the accounts, the chairman said that the balance to the credit 
of profit and loss account was £161,000, as compared with 
£134,000 a year ago. After provision for interest on deben- 
ture stock, dividend on preference shares, and depreciation, 
and adding the balance brought from 1918, there was an 
available total of £198,000, as compared with £184,000 & year 
ago. They were carrying to special reserve for war taxation 
£33,000, and after payment of a dividend for the year of 15 
per cent. on the ordinary shares, they were carrying forward 
£105,000. Referring to the reserve for war taxation, he said 
that the excess profits duty at 60 per cent. was a terrible 
impost on industry; it must tend to check enterprise, and 
must cripple industry to a considerable extent. That crippling 
process affected every company, and this company, of course, 
did not escape. It was to be hoped that the discussions which 
were now going on might enable the Government to see their 
wav to some reduction of this very serious taxation. . 

Sir T. O. Callender (managing director), in seconding the 
motion, said that 1919 has adinittedlv been & year of great 
eflort and very hard work, in view of the change of circuin- 
stances under which the company had had to operate, and 
he wished to acknowledge the great help he had received 
from all the nieinbers of the staff during this trying time. 
In every direction they had endeavoured to push the interests 
of the company. They had opened up new connections, 
although they had very large ones already existing before 
the war, and an interesting item he might mention in this 
connection was that in the somewhat unlikely country of 
Ireland they had succeeded in opening up a small but eatis- 


factory business account. They had pushed ahead in South 


America, where they had opened their own offices on the 
West Coast with what he hoped would be very eatisfactory 
results. They had widely extended their field of operatione 
in India, and he was confident there would be much business 
to the good of the company there. The new factory for the 
manufacture of super-tension cable would relieve the strain 
on the existing workshops to a considerable extent, and give 
them an entirely? new field of operations. He hoped that 
before the present month closed they would be actually mak- 
ing this cable in the new shops, and he was eure the results 
would in every way justify the considerable expenditure in- 
curred. There was still room for improvement in théir output. 
He desired to say, however, that the relations which prevails 
between the company and their men—especially in their cable 
shops—were friendly and wholesome, and by the working of 
the Whitley Council they got into very close touch with each 
other without the necessity of disputes which had been very 
unfortunate in some trades, though not in their own, in 
the past. From all this, and from his knowledge of what was 
being done, he saw ahead ample work for the company for 
some time to come, and unless some great disaster occurred 
to stop all industry throughout the world, he felt sure that 
the electrical cable manufacturing of which this company 
stood at the very head, would find during the next three or 
four years, at any rate, ample scope for all that it could do. 
Sir Frederick Green, K.B.E., presided at 
the annual meeting, last week. He said 
that the net results, though somewhat 
less than those of 1918, were decidedly 
| satisfactory considering the position of the 
world’s business everywhere. The earnings in Argentina and 
London amounted to £976,168, an increase of 74 per cent. 
But, on the other hand, maintenance and other expenses of 
management in Argentina and London increased by 24 per 
cent., resulting in a profit of £212,092, a decrease of £80,407 as 
compared with 1918, or 274 per cent. Negotiations were in 
progress for obtaining permission to increase their rates, and 
they had reason to hope that their request might soon be 
granted. As regards Argentina, the increase in working ex- 
penses amounted to £127,097, of which 504 per cent. was 
represented by increased operators’ wages, 194 per cent. by 
increased cost of plant maintenance, and the balance, 304 per 
cent., by increased cost of administration, taxation, and 
sundry other items of management. They had to set against 
this increased expenditure an increase of £66,151 in earnings, 
making the net decrease for the year in Argentina £60,946. 
The London expenditure, including income tax, amounted to 
£105,167—a considerable increase over 1918, but one which 
was almost entirely due to increased income tax. The addition 
to the plant account; was £148,236, and to real estate £53,753. 
The latter item was principally due to payments on account 
of a new building in the city of Buenos Ayres now nearing 
completion, which would eventually house two 10,000-line 
exchanges, as well as provide accommodation for 2 number 
of the staff. Stocks of material stood at £207,464, nearly 
double the figure for 1918, and were largely due to heavy 
shipments during the latter part of 1919 for the purpose of 
capital extensions. Higher prices, too, layed their part in 
the increased value of this asset. The shortage of materials 
still prevented them from doing as much renewal work as 
they desired. At the present moment the waiting list in the 
city of Buenos Ayres numbered considerably over 5,000, which 
it would be impossible to reduce to any extent until the 
additional switchboards (some of which were now in course of 
erection) were completed. These new switchboards, however. 
with the exception of one, were merely additions to existing 
exchanges. To provide the further telephone facilities which 
were urgently needed, but which during the war years they 
could not supply, it had been necessary for the company to 
prepare schemes for altogether new exchanges in other parts 
of the capital. Accordingly, it had to be decided whether the 
resent Central Battery manual system should be continued 
or these new exchanges, or whether they should adopt the 
automatic system which they had had in use for some 
vears in Cordoba and Rosario. Until recently there were 
difficulties in connection with the introduction of an auto 
matic system into a city where telephone service was already 
being given by manually-operated exchanges, but these dim- 


United River 
Plate Telephone 
Co., Ltd. 


culties had now been overcome, and so, after careful con- 


sideration, they came to the decision to adopt the automatic 
system, and had therefore ordered one of the Strowger type, 
similar, in the main, to that in use at Cordoba an: 
Rosario. It was being manufactured in England, and it was 
hoped delivery would be made during the early part of next 
vear. This decision to adopt the automatic system for Buenos 
Avres would not mean any alteration in the numbers of the 
present operating staff, as the exchanges in question were 
entirely new ones; but it should reduce the number of opera- 
tors necessary for future developments. The Argentine 
Government had suspended the regulations which since 1913 
had seriously retarded telephonic development, and they. were 
now free to proceed with important works which, had it not 
been for these regulations, would have been completed long 
avo. Unfortunately, however, the obtaining of the necessary 
material to-day was very difficult, and this would prevent 
them from making the rapid progress they desired. 'These 
new works. together with the continued expansion of the 
company's business, would naturally mean & considerable 
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expenditure, and it would be necessary to provide further 
capital. Though there was no need to make a new issue 
of shares forthwith, they were asking for sanction to an 
increased share capital, eo that, probably next year, they 
would be in a position to make an issue. The increase of 
capital would be from £2,000,000 to £2,500,000. 


. Mr. Godfrey Isaacs, presiding at the 
annual meeting, on June 18th, said that 
the year had been a soinewhat ditficult one 
in consequenec of the dismantling of a 
great many ships following the cessation 
of war and for other reasons. Ip regard 
to the statement that was frequently made that their 
charges were far too high, the public did not understand that 
they received only 2d. per word of the 1044. charged; 64d. 
went to the Post Office and 2d. to the shipowners. Last year 
he told them it was probable that an additional source of 
revenue to the company would arise from the use of the 
direction finder on board ships. This apparatus had been 
further improved, and was now becoming a really valuable 
device in assisting navigation, and would become a serious 
factor in the protection of life at sea. It had been installed 
on a number of ships, and they looked forward to it being 
largely employed. The speaker referred to the strike of wire- 
less operators and the negotiations that had taken pae prior 
to the strike. He said that the demands would cost the 
company £500,000 per annum, and they could not be conceded 
without reference to the shipowners. 

The report for 1919 shows a credit balance 
of £1,220,740 plus £463,787 brought for- 
ward, making £1,684,526. Dividends of 22 
per cent. on the preference shares and 95 
per cent. on the ordinary, also a bonus of 
5s. per share, without deduction of income tax, on the old 
ordinary and the preference shares will leave £955,202 to be 
carried forward. The report says:—'' There having been no 
eettlement with any of the Government Departinents in re- 
spect of any of the company's claims arising out of the war 
or for services rendered during the war, no sum in respect of 
any of these claims figures in the year's accounts. In conse- 
quence of unfavourable rates of exchange which obtained at 
the end of the year, considerable sums of money have been 
allowed to remain abroad on deposit or invested in foreign 
Government securities. A sum approximating £58,000 has 
been debited to profit and loss account, calculating the rate 
of exchange on December 3lst as though the money had been 
brought home at that date and the loss incurred. The loss, 
however, has not been actually incurred, and when in the 
course of time exchanges improve, as no doubt they will do, 
the sums written off will figure in a future balance sheet as a 
profit. Further, a sum of £56,000 has been written off, repre- 
senting depreciation in investinents in British and foreign 
Government securities. Meeting: June 29th. 


Marconi Inter- 
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The gross receipts for 1919 were 

Anglo-Argentine 43,296,957, less expenditure £2,578,516, 
ramways leaving £718,441, plus interest,  &c., 
Co., Ltd. £39,521, and 483,043 brought forward, 
making £841,005. Deduct: Annuity to 


City of Buenos Ayres Tramways Co. dion Ltd., £70,600; 
debenture interest and sinking funds, 7, A; sinking fund 
for redemption of preference and ordinary stocks, £7,014. 
The balance to net revenue was £175,510. The directors 
recominend a dividend of 54 per cent. on the cumulative first 
preference shares, being the arrears for the year to June Wth, 
1918, less income tax. This absorbs 4123, 200, and leaves 
£52,309 to be carried forward. Traffic receipts increased 6.52 

cent. This would have been considerably augmented but 
for the interruption of services caused by strikes. Passengers 
carried 370,734,985, being 21,448,647 in excess of 1918, an in- 
crease equal to 6.14 per cent. The operating expenses show an 
increase of £195,178, due to extra cost of all materials and 
higher wages, a special expenditure during the strikes of 
£35,737, and a further addition of £54,670 to renewals reserve. 
The abnormal price of fuel continued to act adversely upon 
the cost of working, but the second half of the vear showed 
a slight improvement. After protracted negotiations and full 
investigation by the municipality, the justice of the company's 
claim for a revision of tariffs was recognised, and an ordinance 
was promulgated authorising an increase from 10 to 12 cents 
to take effect as from April 10th this year. The directors 
record their appreciation of the manner in which the negotia- 
tions were conducted by Mr. Pedriali. Sir George Touche. 
Bart., has been elected chairman of the company in place of 
the late Mr. J. B. Concanon. Baron L. Janssen and Count 
C. Cicogna, who joined the board in 1908, have retired. The 
vacancies on the board were filled by the election of Mon- 
sieur Mourice Despret, President of the Société Financiére de 
Transports et d’Entreprises Industrielles. Brussels, Sir Philip 
Lloyd-Greame, K.B.E., M.P., and Major J. E. Dunning, 
D. S. O. Mr. Joseph Pedriali, the general manager in Buenos 
Ayres since 1909, has also been elected to the board. Lengthy 
extracts from the report by the general manager accompany 
the statement. Among other matters covered therein are 
the conditions under which the ordinance relating to the in- 
creased tariff was adopted. There are to be as from April 10th, 
minimum wages of $4 and $4.50 respectively for labourers and 
all employés; an 8-hours’ working day; an increase of 10 per 
cent. on all wages over the minimum; contribution of 8 per 
cent. on wages by company towards pension funds. The 


increased tariff is for three years, at the end of whieh it is 
to be revised. Any extra profits after allowing 8 per cent. 
on full capital actually invested, to go to the municipality. 
30 km. of new track to be constructed by the company within 
three years; arbitration to be provided in case of labour dis- 
putes. Although the new obligations are very heavy, it is 
anticipated that the new tariff, combined with greatly in- 
creased traffic and decreased expense in cost of electricity, will 
have a favourable effect upon the finances of the company 
during the present year. In regard to prospects, Mr. Pedriali 
gays : — 

The year 1919 gave proof of how rapidly this country can recover from а 
critical situation, when it is aided by good harvests, which are the back- 
bone of all business here. When writing my report for 1918, at this time 
last year, the outlook was not brilliant owing principally to the very grave 
state of affairs existing as regards Labour, but the professional agitator was 
side-tracked, with the result that confidence was gradually re-established. We 
are at the present moment experiencing increases in receipts that are greater 
than we have had before. It would be practically impossible for this rate of 
increase to continue during the entire year, but I have no doubt that we 
shall continue to have big traffics. The shortage of cars which we are now 
beginning to experience is responsible to a great extent for the very high 
earnings per car kilometre run, and this will continue through the year. 


Prospectuses.—Cullender'’s Cable & Construction Co., Ltd.— 
The list is to close on or before June 26th (to-morrow) in an 
issue of 400,000 74 per cent. B cumulative preference shares 
of £1 each at par, and 100,000 ordinary shares of £1 each 
at 22s. per share. The proceeds of the issue are required for 
erecting additional workshops at Erith, providing further 
working capital to cope with the increased turnover of the 
company and its subsidiary, the Anchor Cable Co. The report 
of the annual meeting of the company appears in this issue 
of the REVIEW. 

A. Reyrolle £ Co., Ltd.—The list of applications for the 
160,000 ordinary shares was closed on Saturday last, the 
amount being over-subscribed. 


Stock Exchange Notices.—The Committee has ordered 
the undermentioned to be officially quoted :— 

Marconi International Marine Communication Co., Ltd.— 
440 shares of £1 each, fully paid (Nos. 1,192,287 to 1,192,726). 

Mather & Platt, Ltd.—450,000 ordinary shares of £1 each, 
fully paid (Nos. 600,001 to 1,050,000). 

Dealings in the undermentioned have been specially allowed 
by the Committee under Temporary Regulation 4 (3) :— 

Aster Engineering Co. (1918), Ltd.—100,000 eight per cent. 
cumulative participating preference shares of £1 each, 5s. 
paid, Nos. 1 to 100,000. 

Keith (James) and Blackman Co., Ltd.—40,000 new ordinary 
shares of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 160,001 to 200,000; and 
799000 ordinary shares of £1 each, fully paid, Nos. 80,001 to 
160,000. 


South Wales Electrical Power Distribution Co.—The re- 
port for 1919 states that units sold show an increase of 
8,534,089. After payment of all expenses, the credit balance 
of the past year’s working was £25,627, which with £2,670 
to the credit of suspense account, makes £28,297. Deducting 
interest on prior lien debenture stock and original debenture 
stock, and making provision for depreciation of new plant, 
there remains a balance of £676 to be carried forward.— 
Financial Times, 


Eastern Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Dividend at the rate of 3 
per cent. per annum, less income tax, on the preference sto 
for the quarter ended June 30th, and a first quarterly interim 
dividend of 2} per cent. on the ordinary stock, free of income 
tax, in respect of profits for the year ending December 21st, 
1920. 


Electro-Bleach & By-Products, Ltd.—Profit for 1919 
£34,637, plus £394 brought forward. Total dividend on the 
ordinary shares 14 per cent. for the year. 45, 000 to reserve; 
£4,277 carried forward. 


Petters, Ltd.—Ordinary share dividend at the rate of 10 
per cent. per annum, free of tax, for the year ended March, 
1990. To reserve £8,000: written off expenses of issue of ad- 
ditional capital £5,645; carried forward £20,219. 


W. & T. Avery, Ltd.—Further dividend of 10 per cent., 
making 15 per cent. for the year ended March. To reserve, 
£90,000; carry forward, £23,003. 


Wavgood-Otis, Ltd.—Dividend 7} per cent. on the ordi- 
nary shares for the year ended March, 1920. Carry forward, 


£14,446. 


Imperial Tramways Co., Ltd.—Dividend on the ordinary 
shares 4 per cent., less income tax, £5,600; carried forward 


£966 


Eastern Extension, Australasia & China Telegraph Co., 
Ltd.—Interim dividend for the three months ended March 
31st last of 5s. per share, free of income tax. 


British Electric Traction Co., Ltd.—Net profit for year 
ended March, 1920, £211,316, against £913,394. Dividend 
4 per cent. on the ordinary stock. Carried forward £150,422, 
as against $130,952 brought in. 


Direct Spanish Telegraph Co., Ltd.—Dividend on the 
ordinary 7 per cent. and a bonus of 3 per cent.; to reserve 
£5,000; carried forward, subject to excess profits duty £90,398. 
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J. G. White & Co., Ltd.—Dividend on ordinary shares 
for year ended February, 1920, 7 per cent., lesa tax. To 
reserve £30,000; carried forward £15,286. 


International Light & Power Co.—Dividend 1j per cent., 
less British income tax, on preference shares for the quarter. 


Ransomes, Sims & Jefferies, Ltd.—Dividend on the ordi- 
nary shares 5 per cent. per annum; carried forward &36, 354. 


Р. 


. STOCKS AND SHARES. 
TUESDAY EVENING. 


Wits the approach of the end of the first half-year, the Stock 
Exchange does not look for any particular increase in the 
volume of business, and it cannot be said that the House is 
disappointed. So far as the money market is concerned, New 
South Wales has broken fresh ground by offering 64 per cent. 
stock at 100. This is the highest rate to be paid by such a 
borrower for a long time past, and cannot fail to have its effect 
upon investment securities of all kinds. The industrial 
markets, however, are fairly well maintained, owing to the 
lurking hope that the 60 per cent. Excess Profits Duty may 
not be nnuposed after all, although, seeing how far away we 
are from the Budget, the more cautious observers are inclined 
to think that the 60 per cent. will have to stand in respect of 
the current financial year, and that it will not be lowered until 
next April. 

Something of a feature 1s the way in which Edison Swan 
shares have risen from 23s. 9d. to 265. 3d. Various rumours 
are afloat to account for the improvement. Of two authorities 
who were consulted in regard to the rise, one said that there 
is an amalgamation scheme in the air, while the second one 
stoutly denied the existence of any such thing. That well- 
informed people have been buying is, however, indisputable, 
and a good deal of interest attaches as to what may be the 
upshot of the present advance. Other electrical manufacturing 
shares have hardly moved. General Electrics and Siemens, 
which are being closely watched, reinain at 28s. 6d. (for the 
new shares) and 268. respectively. Callenders new issue of 
preference and ordinary is out, and the ordinary shares are 
being offered at 22s.—not 24s. as it was originally reported that 
the issue price would be. The prospectus will certainly appeal 
to those who are connected with the industry, and in ordinary 
times when investors are ready to take good stock, there would 
be no doubt in prophesying a signal success for the issue. 
Sharp recovery has occurred in Home Railway stocks, in the 
course of which most of the steam issues have gone up from 
10s. to 50s. per cent. Up to the present, however, the Under- 
grounds have made little advance upon their improvement of 
a week ago. As before indicated, however, it will require but 
& little increase in fares for the Underground Electric Railways 
of London to find all the difference between loss and profit, 
and, when this aspect becomes more generally recognised, the 
company's 6 per cent. income bonds will not remain at their 
present price of 593 for long. 

The American Marconi Company has notified that a further 
and final extension has been made to June 30th as the last 
day upon which certificates in the company can be received in 
New York for exchange into the shares of the Radio Corpora- 
tion of America. It may be recalled that holders of American 
Marconi will receive one new ordinary and one new preferred 
in exchange for one American Marconi share. Moreover, the 
old certificates will be returned to the proprietor, to be held in 
case there may be any residue of assets left over in respect of 
matters at present in suspense. When a market starts in the 
new shares, it is likely that there will be active dealings in 
them, but further delay has occurred in obtaining permission 
to start transactions. The parent shares, after dipping to 
З 9/16, recovered to З 11/16. The new shares and the pre- 
ference, both at 3}, show little change on the week. Marines 
remain at 38s. 9d. In the cable market, the Eastern group 
continues to be somewhat heavy. In reply to a good many 
inquiries on the subject, it may be as well to point out that 
there 1s comparatively little difference, relatively sneaking, be- 
tween the old and the new issues of the four principal com- 
panies, though, of course, the new shares, standing at lower- 
looking prices, appear to be rather more attractive. The 
Eastern Company has declared its usual quarterly dividend of 
24 per cent., and the Eastern Extension 5s. a share. Globe 
preference hardened to 81. The company's report shows an 
increase of £36,000, at £261,000, in the net revenue for the 
year just ended. 

The Mexican list is decidedly harder. Advices have been 
received to the effect that the Mexican Railway Company has 
heen officially handed back to its proprietors. This gave в 
fillip to all Mexican issues, and most of the Government rail- 
wav and utility descriptions are substantially better on the 
week. Business, however, is very quiet, and the improve- 
ments are the result more of sentiment than orders. Com- 
petent experts in the Stock Exchange declare that the present 
Mexican administration vives more. substantial hopes for settle- 
ment of the country than they have seen for several years 


past, and it is claimed that the present governors are pro- 
ceeding upon businesslike and sensible lines in the direction 
of restoring order in Mexico. In the circumstanes, it 18 not 
surprising to find Mexican Light and Power first bonds 34 up 
at 46, while the seconds have risen to 273 and the preferred to 
214. Pachuca bonds at 36 are 3 to the good. Mexico Tram- 
way bonds of both classes are 3 higher. Elsewhere, British 
Columbia preferred and deferred are again noticeably better, 
there being з good deal of quiet buying of the semi-invest- 
inent order. Brazilian Tractions have fallen to 47, this being 
due partly to financial weakness in Paris. ‚ 

In the electrical supply market, Charing Cross and Kensing- 
tons are both lower, but City of Londons hardened up a little 
to 94s. 44d. The British Electric Traction report had no effect 
upon the price of the stocks. Some people hoped for rather 
better figures to be shown, but the dividend, as already men- 
tioned, has been raised‘ from З per cent. to 4 per cent., and 
the price of the ordinary ig left at 35 middle, the 6 per cent. 
cumulative participating preference being 624. The company’s 
5 рег cent. first debenture changed hands on Monday at 67, 
апа the 41 per cent. second debenture stock is quoted 574 
middle. London United Tramways 4 per cent. debenture 
stock can be bought at 37. Armament shares are etill dull. 
An issue of short-term notes bearing interest at 64 per cent. 18 
expected from the Armstrong Company, at par. Several 
engineering and similar issues have spurted sharply during the 
past few days. Babcock & Wilcox, however, remain at 2. 
Metropolitan-Vickers preference eased off to 24. Rubber shares 
are quiet, the steadiness of the raw material being put for- 
ward as the reason why the principal shares vary so little in 
price from day to day. Business throughout the Stock Er- 
change is far from active, and the tone may best be described 
ag mixed. 


SHARE LIST OF ELEOTRIOAL OOMPANIES, 


Home ELEcCTmBSCITY COMPANIES, 


Dividend Price 
— — une 22, Yield 
1918. 1919, 1920. Riseorfall. p.c. 
Brompton ee ee ee 8 12 ei "C 89 8 1 
Charing Cross ee ee é q —! i 10 0 0 
do. do. do 4&Pre.. 4 4 — 8 8 8 
Chelsea. e ee ee ee ee 8 4 rp 8 ө 0 
City of London РР as „ 8 10 14, + 34 8 40 
o. do. брег cent. Pref... 6 6 17/- == 715 
County of London .. = me 7 8 84 — 917 0 
do do. 6 per cent. Pref, 6 6 — 7 8 6 
Kensington Ordinary T oe 6 q 4 — 1i 815 0 
London Electrio  .. M „ Nl 3*4 1} == 606 
do. do. 8 per oent. Pref... 6 6 8 ==» 10 Ө 0 
мекнороип. 0 ee 4 Pr t ee A a -— = : o 
‘ roent. Pref, .. — 
Bt. James' d Pan Mall oe ee 10 19 — 8 16 10 
South London T ав < б 6 — 9 19 0 
South Metropolitan Pref... T 7 1 1 = тов 
TRLEGRAPHS AND TELEPHONES, 
Anglo-Am. Tel. Pref. a's o 6 6 783 +1 3 13 M 
do. Det. ee oe 888 1} 18 — 8 6 8 
Chile Telephone  .. oe „ 8 6 63 — *4 18 1 
Cube Sub. Ord. ee oo ee q q 9 — {4 э 15 q 
Bastern Extension oe oe eo 8 10 1 — 868 18 0 
Eastern Tel. Ord. .. өө ae 8 10 147 — 98 15 7 
Globe Tel. and т. Ord. ee ee В 10 1 — ы.) 3 8 
do. do. Pref, .. 4. 6 8 i +3 617 2 
Great Northern Tel. .. 4» — al — 916 6 
Indo-European "e ay . 28 10 85 — 7 910 
Marconi КР ЕУ а . 9 95 814 + xX 615 6 
Oriental Telephone Ord. .. „ 10 12 2777 — *4 18 4 
United R. Plate Tel. "T ae 8 8 1 — $ *$ 11 4 
West India and Panama .. . М8 Ni s — Nil 
Western Telegraph. we es B 10 1 — *& 9 0 
Home RAILS, 
Metropolitan .. x T се. | 1 20 +4 6 5 @ 
do. District sg .. Nil 16 — Ni 
Underground Electric Ordinary.. Nil Nil lj — Nu 
do. do. " A „ ee Nil Nil 4,6 — Ni 
do, do, Inoome .. 5 4 — 6 14 6 
FoREIGN Trams, &c. 
Anglo-Arg. Trams, First Pref. .. Nil 53 34 — S зе 
do. do. 32nd Pref, .. Nil Nil — = 
до. do. 6 Deb. sé 6 6 60 — 8 6 3 
Brazil Tractions  .. "n eO, Nl — 47 —2 — 
Bombay Electrio Pref,  .. a 6 6 18 — 410 3 
British Columbia Elec. Rly. Pice. 6 б 57 — 8 13 19 
do. do,  Preferrred a b 5 +8 970 
do. do.  Deferred N 8 5i +8 514 8 
do. do, Deb. ee a 5 — 8 3 8 
Mexico Trams5 percent. Bonds.. N 1 31 +8 NO 
о. 6 per cent. Bonds.. Nil Nil 2 +8 мі 
Mexican Light Common „ Nil Nil 1 — Ni 
do. Pref. ee ee Nil Nil 21 +3 Nü 
do, Ist Bonds NU Nil 46 +84 - 
MANUFACTURING COMPANIES., 
Babcock & Wilcox .. s А 15 15 9%ха — eg 14 ( 
British Aluminium Ord. .. . 10 10 1 — 9 81 
British Insulated Ога, .„. . 19$ 15 li — 8 28 
Oallenders  .. Ка ба „ 25 15 152 — 9 12 0 
39 Pref. eae ee ee 64 64 18,9 — 4 18 б 
Castner. Kellner oe ee э ө 90 17 e — 5 4 7 
Orompton Ord. 10 — 22/- — 9 118 
Edison-Bwan, “А "" T - 10 — ly + 3 712 4 
do. do. ö percent, Deb. 5 b "i — 6 & 9 
Blectrio Construction Р .. 10 — 21/- — 9 10 6 
Gen. Elec, Pref,  .. vs v 64 G 18/6 — * 05 
do. Ord, ee ee ee 10 boa 89/6 =» og 8 Q 
Henley oe ee ee oe ee 25 15 lá == к 0 8 
до, a Pref. e ee ee ee 4 4$ 84 == 6 18 6 
India-Rubber.. ee ee oe 10 T 1 -= ыа] 11 8 
Met.-Vickera Pref, .. ee ee — 2 — A 7 3 3 
Siemens Ord. „о ee ee өө 10 10 25 / — e? 19 50 
Telexraph Оор. „+ ee ee $0 90 214 — *$ 11 


* Dividends peid fige of Income Tax, 
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POWER FACTOR FROM THE BUSINESS MAN'S POINT OF VIEW. 


[SOME COMMENTS FROM A CORRESPONDENT. | 


P d 


A SIMPLE explanation of a subject may contain incom- 
plete statements, but it ought not to include any that 
are misleading or open to question with regard to their 
correctness. "There are so many parts of Mr. Turnbull's 
article on Power Factor in the ELECTRICAL Review for 
June 4th, 1920, that seem to be both incorrect and 


misleading that some cominent on them is necessary. 


Supply companies are indeed desirous of charging for 
the units they deliver on a sliding scale based on power 
factor, but surely the diffieulty is rather the lack of 
a meter which will register adequately according to such 
a scale than the impossibility of making the consumer 
pay for something he does not understand. We all pay 
for things that we neither understand nor ever think of 
trying to understand ; we are doing so now for services 
alleged to be rendered in connection with cheese and 
coal and clothes and many other things beginning with 
ec,“ besides several that do not begin with * c." Why 
is wattless current any more `‘ elusive " than any other 
sort of current? And does any consumer actually 
" understand " what he is paying for, even in the 
simplest case? 
it is ''elusive," it is not necessarily the fault of the 
consurner or of the current. 

For wattless current, in spite of what Mr. Turnbull 
suggests, has a useful function. The analogy of the 
bank is almost altogether fallacious. The £30 that 
is bandied about is of no use either to the bank or to 
the customer, but the “© oscillating current,“ to use Mr. 
Turnbull’s good and illuminating phrase, is of so much 
use to the motor that it would not be 4 motor at all 
without it. It is, in fact, its magnetising current, and 
is, therefore, absolutely essential to its working. So it 
is not correct to write of а motor drawing more current 
from the mains than it requires. It draws all the time 
just what it needs, neither more nor less. It is perfectly 
true that, other things being equal, an alternating 
current motor will take more current from the mains, 
the lower its power factor is, but the whole problem is 
one of compromise, and is solved by answering the 
question whether it is cheaper to put copper in the 
mains and elsewhere to accommodate the larger current, 
or to provide a more expensive motor which will work 
with less current? And the fact that induction motors 
without power factor correction are so largely used seems 
to show that that is, on the whole, the cheapest practice 
in the case of alternating current supply. But if cer- 
tain consumers are utilising an undue share of the 
mains and plant by having motors with an abnormally 
low power factor, they should be asked to pay something 
towards the cost of the plant that they use more than 
their neighbours. Even then, it may be cheaper for 
them to do so than to improve their power factor. 

There is apparently some confusion between horse 
power and current in parts of the article. An “‘ ordi- 
nary measuring instrument," presumably an ammeter, 
would show a greater current than would be taken at 
unity power factor, but what ‘‘ ordinary measuring 
instrument ’’ will show а consumption of 130 H.P. in а 
circuit using only 100 H.P.? If it does, its place is in 
the repair shop or on the scrap heap. An indicator dia- 
gram taken from the engine driving the generator would 
, not show it, except that a little extra power is used to 

supply the losses due to the additional current. The 
article describes a motor which takes 130 н.р. from 
the mains, and returns 30 н.р. to the mains as an 
“© oscillating power." But it is not correct to say that 
the motor takes 130 H.P.; its continuous demand from 
the mains is for just enough power to keep it doing its 
required work. The reference is, no doubt, to a motor 
which, if it had a 100 per cent. power factor, would 
take a certain current, suy, 100 amperes, but actually 
takes 130 amperes, because its power factor is less than 
100 per cent. Mr. Turnbull seems to suggest at several 
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If wattless current is explained so that 


fog, though possibly a different kind of fog, 


€ 


points that 30 amperes is the value of the “ oscillating 
current“ in such a case; it is, however, really 83.1 
ашрегезѕ. | 

lt is perfectly true that means can be used to prevent 
the `* oscillating currents "' in the supply mains; but 

‘oscillating currents’’ must be provided somewhere, 
to act as magnetising currents, and if they are not in 
the supply mains they must be elsewhere. Here is the 
crux of the whole matter: Mr. Turnbull says that while 
these correcting devices cost money, they bring about 
a great saving in the cost of supply, which is naturally 
beneficial to users of electric motors." But no: it is 
not ''naturally " beneficial. It is beneficial only if. 
the eost of the improvement is less than the cost of 
doing without it. Had these correcting devices been 
as cheap as Mr. Turnbull suggests, would not supply 
companies have provided them to counteract the baleful 
effects of these horrid motors? And is there not at least 
a case for examination, in view of the fact that the 
supply companies have not made a general provision 
of them, whether the additional plant and mains 
that are required to supply current to“ imperfect ’’ 
motors are not cheaper than smaller plant and “ per- 
fect "" motors? Of course, af the consumer is going to 
pay for the improvement’ the supply company will 
по doubt be able to make a joyful noise and say, 
‘ Behold the cheapness of our power!“ But if I were 
to say to Mr. Turnbull, Here is some excellent coffee. 
It costs but one penny a pound, but you will never taste 
coffee as good as this anywhere except here. Only, you 
must provide a solid gold cup to drink it from, as 
otherwise it will poison you.’’ I believe Mr. Turnbull, 
being human, would prefer the old-fashioned coffee in 
the old-fashioned cup, and think it good enough; and 
he would be right. So let him tell the business man 
the whole story, lest the business man some day, with 
foaming mouth, turn and rend him, and his last state 
be worse than his first. 

Even if a system had a 50 per cent. power factor, the 
cost of plant would not be doubled on account of the 
doubled current. The prime mover would be practi- 
cally the same size, and an alternator does not double 
its price when its k. v. A. output is doubled; the esti- 
mate 1s, therefore, hopelessly fallacious. It is unfor- 
tunate to use the word efficient' as it is used at the 
end of the article, because “‘ efficiency ’’ in connection 
with a motor has a special technical meaning that is 
wholly apart from the idea of power factor. But, even 
admitting that the efficient motor results in cheap 
energy, I do not want cheap energy unless I can use it 
cheaply; and I do not find any help in the article 
towards a decision as to the total cost to me of the 
energy I am going to pse. In fact, I think Mr. Turn- 
bull's method would leave the consumer in as dense a 
as any 
of the alternative technical explanations he rejects as 
useless. 

And now, as fools rush in where angels fear to tread, 
I have my own suggestion to make. Were I the busi- 
ness man, without expert knowledge, to whom Mr. Turn- 
bull was explaining things, I should be very content 
if he just said this to me: It pays us, as a supply 
company, to use what is known as alternating current. 
Motors which use this current demand rather a large 
amount of it, but the current they take really represents’ 
less power than it would do if it were put into certain 
other kinds of apparatus, and the amount required by 


eé 


your motor of 100 H.P. on our system depends on the 


design of the motor. If we put in an ordinary meter, 
that meter will register, and vou will pay for, just 
the power уой actually use, and the umount of vour 
bill will be practically the same, therefore, however 
your motor be designed in respect of its demand for 
additional current, so long as we decide to charge you 
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exactly on the indication of your meter. I can prove 
this to you experimentally, if you doubt it, but I am 
sure you will take my word for it as an expert. Only 
remember this: Although the meter will register ac- 
cording to the real power you take, and not according 
to the additional current I have told you of, we have 
to provide means to carry the additional current, and 
| 80 we have to lay out more capital, and you, as a busi- 
ness man, know what that implies; we must have more 
revenue because of it. Now, the motor that demands 
less additional current is more expensive to buy than 
the motor that demands more; if, therefore, you like 
to put in the more expensive motor, and so really allow 
us to increase the capacity of our plant without in- 
creasing its size, we shall ask you to pay us less per 
unit than your neighbour, whose motor requires more 
current for the same power, even though his meter 
registers the same as yours, because he has used more 
of our plant in doing the same work. The total cost 
to you, allowing for the interest on vour additional 
outlay, will be about the same, but you will be helping 
us, and I am sure you will be glad to do that." Then 
I, as a plain business man, should say to Mr. Turnbull: 
Tou, too, are evidently a business man, and I under- 
stand clearly what you have told me. I am perfectly 
willing to help you, especially if it is going to cost me 
nothing." So I should get from him his tariffs, and 
ask the manufacturers for comparative prices for dif- 
ferent designs of motors, on the lines of Mr. Turnbull's 
explanation ; and I should strike a nice balance between 
debit and credit, and might even feel the richer because 
of the glow of satisfaction within my bosom that at 
last this matter was clear to me. So we should all be 
happy; and blessed above all men would be Mr. Turn- 
bull, who had shed light on my darkness, and yet had 
never once mentioned power factor in all that he had 
said. 


FRENCH RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION. 


THE French Minister of Public Works formed in November, 
1918, in accordance with the upper chamber of Public Works, 
& committee to examine the propositions submitted by the 
railway systems of the Paris-Lyons-Mediterranean, the Orleans, 
and the Midi for the electrification of about 10,000 km. of 
the lines of their systems. The committee sent & commission 
of Government and railway engineer specialists to the U.S.A. 
in order to study American practice. Apart from the general 
duty of the Mission, consisting of collecting documents on 
railway electrification and the distribution of electricity at 
high pressure, its principal duty was to find out, on sum- 
ming up all the information gained by study of the Swiss 
and Italian electric railways on one side and the American 
on the other, if a system of electric traction existed for large 
railways distinctly superior to all others, and able to be 
adopted to the exclusion of all others by all the different 
companies interested for the projected electrification in the 
centre and South of France. 

From the four systems in operation, 
phase, single-to-3-phase, and H.T., D.C., the 3-phase had 
already been studied in Italy, where it is largely used, but 
not to any appreciable extent elsewhere. ‘Lhe single- phase 
had been equally studied in operation in France on the Midi 
railway and in Switzerland on the Loetchberg lines, and in 
construction on the Swiss Federal Railways, which have 
adopted this system for the gradual electrification of all their 
systems, and in course of construction, for the Gothard rail- 
way. The single-to-3-phase and the H.T., D.C. systems are used 
mostly in the U.S. A., and so became the principal object of 
the Mission’s work. At the same time the examination of 
American single-phase installations (25-cycle, while the analo- 
gous French installations are 16-cycle) completed the study 
of monophase installation. 

Information gathered in the U.S.A. forms the subject of a 
detailed report by M. Manduit, secretary of the Mission, and 
Professor of the Faculty of Science of the University of 
Nancy, France, of which a translated summary from the 
Journal Official de la Republique Francais, August 13th, 1919, 
is given in the General Electric Review. Briefly, 
points set out are as under :— 

The principal limes equipped with monophase current in 
America are suburban lines, but the svstem is applicable to 
larger lines, and is the same as that of the French Midi, save 
that the frequency is 25 instead of 16 cycles. The American 
monophase instaliations, especially on account of the high fre- 
quency adopted, and the emplovment of motors often not so 
good as those found on the Midi aud in Switzerland, showed 


i.e., single-phase, 3- 


the chief 


an installation less perfect than similar ones in Europe. 
At the same time the struggle against interference with tele- 
phone and telegraph lines has been carried to considerable 
perfection; also the trolley lines with catenary suspension 
are remarkably well made. The assembled experience of 
France, Switzerland, and America points to the conclusion 
that the monophase system is still far from presenting the 
solution to a number of problems insufficiently solved in 
actual practice, notably the production of a motor capable 
of exerting a heavy torque for a considerable time without 
rotating in order to be able to start heavy trains on important 
grades, and of regenerative braking. Furthermore, the system 
leads to complicated equipment for the protection of neigh- 
bouring telephone circuits, which considerably augments the 
cost of installation. Without this consideration the cost would 
be distinctly less than similar costs with the 3-phase and 
H.T., D.C. systems. Thé expenses of maintenance of the rolling 
stock are always higher than in the latter two eystems, and 
the motors are less rugged and capable of less overload. 

The single-to-39-phase, or split-phase, system is only ein- 
ployed on one line, namely, from Bluefield to Vivian on the 
Norfolk and Western Railway in the Appalachian mountains 
in Virginia, U.S.A., for a length of 48 km., with two or three 
iracks, an numerous curves and grades reaching 20 mm. 
per metre. The locomotives are flexible and robust, but their 
operation brings out mechanical and electrical faults which 
have not been corrected up to the present in an adequate 
fashion, and on account of which the installation may be 
considered to be as yet only in the test period. The main- 
tenance expense of the rolling stock is greater than that of 
other systems. The system, which on first sight appears 
very interesting, has not yet fulfilled the hopes that were 
held out at the commencement. | 

The greater part of the inter-urban lines in the U.S.A. 
operate at 1,200 volts D.C. with an overhead trolley wire, and 
many of them are really railways with both passenger and 
freight traffic, and speeds of 60 to 80 km. P.H. are attained. 
The equipment for this voltage is now as standard as that for 
tramways. Equal success has attended the use of 2,400 and 
3,000 volts. All members of the Commission were unanimous 
in considering that the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul elec- 
trification, by far the most important in the world, was at 
the same time greatly superior to all others on account of 
the excellence of its technical operation from all points of 
view. 

Three-phase power at 100,000 volts is concerted by motor- 
generators, each of which consists of a synchronous motor 
and two D.C. generators mounted on the same shaft 9 0 
coupled electrically in series in such a manner that each 
duces only 1,500 volts at the commutator. The sib station: 
are the most delicate and the most costly part of this traction 
system, but they only number 14, about one to every 50 km., 
and they operate excellently, requiring only three men each 
for continuous operation with capacities of from 4,000 to 
6,000 xw. By the use of flash barriers on the commutators 
and of high-speed circuit breakers in the main line accidents 
resulting from flash overs have been eliminated. The excel- 
lence of the installation of these sub-stations accounts for a 
good deal of the success obtained by the H.T., D.c. project. 

At the relatively low pressure of 3,000 volts on the 
trolley wire experience shows that with a double trolley 
wire and a pantograph trolley with a double shoe and quad- 
ruple contact a current of 2,000 amperes is easily obtainable 
at a speed of 80 to 95 km. P.H., and 4,000 amps. at 25 km. 
P.H., Which is more than sufficient for the heaviest trains 
and the highest powers. The locomotives are very easy to 
run and operate perfectly, the series D.c. motors being the 
ideal type for traction purposes. They are capable of regenera- 
tive braking, marvellously regulated, which assures the most 
flexible progress on down grades and occasions an important 
economy of power, wheel tires, and brake shoes. A single 
armature winder with an assistant assures the operation of 
the 336 motors of the 42 locomotives in the service. A single 
locomotive is sufficient to haul passenger trains of 1,000 
American tons, even on grades of 90 mm. per metre. Freight 
trains of 2,800 American tons are hauled by a single locomo- 
tive on grades of 10 mm., the tractive effort being then 32.8 
inetric tons. In trains hauled by two locomotives, the second 
machine is placed in the middle of the train and not at 
the end; in America all freight trains, like the passenger 
trains, are provided with an automatic air brake on every 
car. A considerable advantage of the D.C. svstem is that the 
interference with telegraph and telephone lines is insigniti- 
cant. In spite of the losses due to conversion from 3-phase 
to D. c., the ећсіепсу of the systein is good; 97 watt-hours 
per metric ton km., which corresponds to an over-all efficiency 
of 50 per cent. from the point of purchase from the producer 
up to the point of consumption. 

With regard to the conclusions come to relative to the 
choice of an electric traction system, the writer of the report, 
on account of the remarkable results in America with 3.0, 
volt D. C., does not hesitate to formally conclude in favour 
of the adoption of this system," and he believes it to be 

"actually the only ву stem suitable for ihe electrification of 
heavy traction lines." The D.C. system presents the incon- 
venience of being a little more expensive in first cost. on 
account of the rotary sub-stations required, but this is balanced 
bv the fact that frequency changera would have to be еш. 
ployed if the single-phase system were adopted in France. 
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So far as the expense of operation is concerned, the difference 
would not be great, and would not come into consideration 
in the choice of the system. 

It is possible that with the single-phase system, which at 
the first glance shows the advantage of lending itself to a 
large variety of combinations, satisfactory operation may 
some day be obtained, but it is, without a doubt, a fact that 
the actual practice is far from being desirable at the present 
time. 

Despite certain advantages obtained in Italy with the 3- 
phase system, it is the opinion of the Mission that it should 
be rejected, especially in consequence of the complexity and 
of the high price of installation and maintenance of the two 
trolley wires. 


WATER POWERS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.” 


Tuis is one of the most remarkable of the series of official 
publications yet issued by the Canadian Commission of Con- 
servation, a series which deserves to be more widely known 
than is at present the case. It is now just over ten years 
since the Commission commenced its investigation of the 
character and extent of the various natural resources of 
Canada. A preliminary report in 1911 merely made evident 
the paucity of information concerning the water power re- 
sources of Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British 
Columbia. The deficiency so far as concerned the first-named 
three provinces was made good by a report published in 1916, 
and the present volume (which completes the programme 
undertaken in 1910) is a compendium of data relating to the 
water power resources of British Columbia. The physical 
difficulties of investigating streams in this province are 1ш- 
mense, and the eeason available for useful reconnaissance is 
very short, eince the work has to be performed when the 
streams are neither approaching nor at their floor. The 
reater credit is consequently due to the engineers responsible 
for collecting the data presented. u 
The opening chapters comprise a statement of guiding 
principles which should govern the conservation and utilisa- 
tion of water power, and a description of the more important 
features which should characterise reliable water power data. 
This information is of quite general applicability, and experi- 
ence has shown that loss of time and waste of effort have 
resulted from ignorance or imperfect knowledge of these 
fundamentals. The abnormal price and short supplies of coal 
during recent years have aroused widespread interest in 
water-power possibilities. In so far as the latter are techni- 
cally and commercially sound propositions, this awakening of 
interest is all to the good, but the idea is still too prevalent 
that wherever there is running water there is boundless energy 
to be had at next to no cost. Mistakes of this nature are 
by no means confined to the general publie; for instance, 
during ten or twelve years preceding 1915, eighteen large 
hydroelectric plant in the U.S.A.—totalling over 600,000 de- 
veloped horse-power, and involving about $195,000,000 invest- 
ment—proved financialy unprofitable. It is stated that most 
of these failures have resulted from mistakes of engineers, 
especially in estimating the quantity of water available (the 
errors ranging from 30 to 200 per cent.), and in estimating 
the cost of development (some of the projects costing nearly 
twice the sum estimated). The possibilities of power develop- 
ment from coal must always be considered, both as regards 
direct competition with hydroelectric energy and as & means 
of supplementing the latter we periods of low water. 
Naturally it is the low water flow which determines the 
maximum output which can be supplied continuously by a 
water-power station. Estimates should be based on records 
extending backwards for as many years as possible, and the 
normal ratio of flood to minimum flow must be determined. 
Owing to the vast natura] storage capacity of the Great Lakes, 
the St. Lawrence river has a more uniform flow than any 
other large river in North America or probably in the world, 
the ratio of flood to minimum flow being only 2 to 1. On 
the Winnipeg river, above English river, the ratio is about 
6 to 1; on the Ottawa river and on the Pend d'Oreille river 
(B.C.) it exceeds 15 to 1; on the Delaware river at Port Jervis 
(N.J.), it is 375 to 1; and there are, of course, many 
streams draining quite large watersheds which dry up during 
the summer. The importance of studying records relating 
to as long a period as possible is illustrated by the fact that 
the ratio of flood to minimum flow in the Columbia river at 
Dalles (Oregon) was 28 to 1 average for 37 years, and 
only 15 to 1 during the five-year period ending 1915. Ob- 
viously it would be easy to make serious mistakes even by the 
conservative application of data collected during a period of 
five years. Similarly a single century-old instance of back- 
flooding may condemn a proposal to dam a stream. Another 
point which is emphasised in the present report is the im- 
portance of making the preliminary installation of dams and 
other main works with regard to the possible future develop- 
ment of more power than is at first required. Often & partial 
development unwisely planned has made subsequent full- 


Water Powers of British Columbia." By A. V. White 
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development impossible save at prohibitive cost. The data 
and explanations given in this report make it easy for the 
engineer, and even for the non-technical financier, to deter- 
mine how much useful information there is available con- 
cerning a proposed development, and to check the funda- 
mental figures of flow, head, and storage on which depends 
the possible success of the scheme. Reliance should be placed 
only upon actual measurements, and great caution is needed 
if meteorological records are not available for a period of at 
least ten or fifteen years. | 

The voluminous data concerning the principal streams of 
British Columbia are, naturally, quite unsuitable for treat- 
ment in abstract. The province is divided into five main 
divisions, viz., t heColumbia river and its tributaries; the 
Fraser river and its tributaries; Vancouver island; the main- 
land Pacific Coast north of the Fraser (including the Skeena, 
Nass, and Stikine); and tributaries of the Mackenzie river. 
For each river and its chief tributaries, tables are presented 
specifying the watershed, head, and probable horse-power, 
and giving notes concerning the character of the ground and 
the probable method of development. In addition, there is 
a large number of tables of meteorological and hydrometric 
data and others referring to publications of all sorts bearing 
on water-power development in this district. In round figures 
there is from 2 to 3 million 24-hour horse-power available in 
the province, but this total must be considered in relation 
to & great number of factors and conditions which are enu- 
merated in the report. 

Needless to say, the report is absolutely indispensable to 
anyone concerned with hydroelectric projects in British 
Columbia and with the related subjects of domestic and 
municipal supply, agriculture and irrigation, navigation, 
fisheries and riparian rights. The report has also a wider 
function in that its preliminary chapters deal so admirably 
with general questions of water power legislation and policy. 
with the importance of maintaining the balance of Nature, 
and with the fundamental distinctions between water and 
water power. No pains have been spared to prevent the in- 
experienced or the unscrupulous promoter from foisting upon 
the public, projects which are commercially or both technically 
and commercially unsound. Whilst there are enormous quan- 
tities of water power stil undeveloped in various parts of 
the world, it is also a fact that a large percentage of this 
power cannot be developed economically under conditions 
existent now, or likely to be existent, within the next 
century or so. It is desirable that water power be 
developed fully wherever this is economically possible, 
but, on the other hand, it must be remembered that 
most of the best sites are already developed or held by 
various interests for future development," and that the 
residual power available for development with undoubted 
profit is strictly limited. Water-power rights should, there- 
fore, be granted with circumspection and under proper safe- 
guards. The dissemination of generalities concerning enor- 
mous amounts of potential water power is too often part of 
a plan to make easy the acquisition, by interested parties, of 
the most coveted privileges. 


— — 


HYDROELECTRIC POWER TRANSMISSION 
FROM SWITZERLAND TO FRANCE. 


In the Revue Générale de UElectricité for May Ist an account 
18 given of a scheme which was carried out in 1918-19 to 
enable the Compagnie Lorraine d'Electricité to receive a 
supply of energy froin the power station of the Société Motor 
de Baden, at Goesgen, on the river Aar. The distance 18 
185 kin. (115 miles), and the pressure adopted was 110,000 
volts, though provisionally the service ig being carried on at 
70,000 volts. ‘The project was formulated under the pressure 
of war requirements at the beginning of 1918, by the Com- 
pagnie Générale d'Electricité, at the request of the Ministry 
of Munitions, and took the place of a previous scheme which 
had become unrealisable owing to the war ; the frontier waa 
to be crossed at Delle, near Belfort. The French and Swiss 
constructors were helped in obtaining the necessary material 
by the Motive Power Department of the Ministry, which 
enabled them to eecure uniformity and quick delivery. The 
work was begun in July, 1918, and was completed in one 
year, the line being put into use on August 10th, 1919. The 
power to be transmitted was 20,000 H.P., necessitating a 
pressure of 110,000 volts, in order that with a power factor 
of 0.8 at Pouxeux, the transformer station of the Lorraine 
Co., the ohmic losses on the 185-km. line should not exceed 
10 per cent., or the pressure drop 15 per cent., and the line 
was built for that pressure; but in order to supply the 70,000- 
volt network of the company without delay, the latter voltage 
was adopted for the time being. 

e power station employs a fall of 17 m. (56 ft.) and & 
flow of 350 m.“ (12,360 cu. ft.) per second; it contains six 
sets of 7,600 н.р. each, out of eight provided for, and generates 
at 8,000 volts, 3-phase, 50 cycles per sec. 

The line traverses mountainous and wooded districts, with 
about half its length in each country; at the frontier post at 
Delle the energy ìs metered. The highest point reached by 
the line is at Belfahy, in France, 825 m. (2,700 ft.) above 
sea-level, but it attains nearly the same elevation in Switzer- 
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land. It із carried on steel towers, and consists of three copper 
cables of 78 mm.’ (0.12 sq. in.) cross section, supported by 
suspension insulators. A steel cable of 40 mm.“ (0.062 eq. in.) 
cross section is suspended above the line and earthed at the 
masts. On the ground that the insulators are the weak points 
of a high-pressure line (45 per cent. of line faults are due 
to them) long spans were adopted, the most economical being 
found to be 180 to 200 m. (600 to 650 ft.); in some cases it 
was necessary to use a span of 300 m. (1,000 ft.), and on the 
Swiss side even upwards of 500 m. (1,600 ft.). 

Two types of towers were used, one for straight runs and 
the other for anchoring and angles. The former has a 
safety factor of over 3, but at road crossings the span is 
shortened to give a factor of safety of 5; the weight of this 
tower is 1,300 kg. (2,866 lb.). The anchor tower weighs 2,500 
kg. (5,512 lb.), and in both cases the tower is constructed in 
three sections bolted together. The height of the towers is 
19.7 m. (64.6 ft.), and the lowest conductor is slung at 14 m. 
(46 ft.), so as to give a clearance of about 7 m. between the 
lowest point of the span and the ground. All the towers 
are fixed into concrete foundations. The conductors are sus- 
pended at the corners of a triangle measuring 3.25 m. (10.7 
ft.) vertically, and 4.5 to 4.75 m. (15 to 15.6 ft.) on the other 
eides. To avoid possible contact between the cables, the eup- 
ports of the two on the same side are staggered 500 mm. 
(20 in.). Each tower is provided with a copper earth-plate 
400 by 300 by 2.5 mm. (16 by 12 by 0.1 in.). At railway 
crossings the cables are supported inside a rectangular lattice 
frame, with double chains of insulators. 

Each chain consists of eight porcelain disk elements as a 
rule, but & ninth is added at anchor or angle towers; each 
disk is 250 mm. (9.84 in.) in diameter and weighs 3.6 kg. 
(8 lb.). The complete chain is 1.3 m. (4.26 ft.) in length. 
The breaking strain is 4.200 kg. (9,260 Ib.), and brush dis- 
charge commences (over one element) at 50 ку.; sparking-over 
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takes place dry at 70 KV., wet at 47 kv., and piercing under 
oil at 90 Kv. With six elements, wet, sparking-over com- 
mences at 173 KV., and a complete chain of eight elements 
withstands over 350 ку. dry. i 


The copper cables have a resistivity of 1.78 microhms per 


cm. at 20 deg. C., and a breaking-stress of 36 kg./mm.? (51,000 
Ib. per sq. in.). The working stress does not exceed 8 kg. / 
mom.” (11,400 lb. per sq. in.). The Schlick coupling sleeve 
is used for joints. 

Anchor towers are provided at intervals of 1,000 to 1,900 m. 
Clearance avenues have been cut through the woods, so that 
a tree cannot fall on the line. . | 

The line on French territory required 850 tons of steel in 
542 towers, &., of which 434 were of the straight-run type; 
O00 tons of copper, 99 tons of steel cable, 19,000 insulator 
elements, and 1,200 tons of cement. In the early stages the 
line was built by the labour of Kabyles and Moroccans, until 
demobilisation took place. | 

Sectioning stations are provided at four points, dividing the 
line into sections of about 20 km. (12 miles). At the receiving 
station, Pouxeux, electrolytic lightning arresters are installed 
in the open air. At the connecting station, at Delle, pro- 
vision is made for putting in parallel the water-power station 
at Goesgen and the steam-power station of the Lorraine Co. 
at Vincey, for breaking the circuit, and for measuring the 
energy transmitted. The lines first pass through reactance 
coils combined with horn arresters, with three spark gaps. 
and a resistance of 10,000 ohms per phase. These are mounted 
оп an external terminal derrick. Inside the station, on the 
upper floor are reactance coils, isolating switches ,and cut-outs 
for the instrument transformers. On the ground floor are 
the eireuit-breakers, and instrument transformers. 

Telephonic communication is provided at all terminal and 
sectionising stations. 

It is interesting to note that parallel running between the 
steain station at Vincey and the plant at Goesgen, 230 kin. 
upart, is effected without any difficulty. 


AUTOMATIC. TRAIN CONTROL. 


AN initial installation of automatic train control has recently 
been completed on the main line of the C. R. I. & P. Railway 
between Blue Island and Joliet, Ill., U.S.A., 21 miles of double 
track in dense passenger and freight traffic territory. The 
apparatus was designed and manufactured by the Regan 
Safety Devices Co. (Inc.), of New York and Chicago. 

According to the Railway Review, the control system con- 
sists of two elements; the locomotive and tender equipment 
includes a shoe mechanism, speed controller, electro-pneumatic 
valve, relay, battery, and release switch. The roadside 
apparatus consists of a ramp located by the side of the track, 
battery, and relay, connecting the existing signal system. 

The system embraces automatic speed control, as well as 
automatic stop features. It is of the intermittent electrical 
contact type, but arranged to carry continuous speed control 
through caution territory. In other words, having been actu- 
ated to provide speed control, it operates to restrict the speed 
of the train to a predetermined rate until conditions again 
necessitate unlimited speed or the train to stop, as the case 
may be, depending upon the position of the next signal. The 
speed controller is rigidly bolted to the end of the axle of 
the pony truck wheels and is contained in a dust-proof hous- 
ing. It consists of a centrifugal governor arranged to open 
and close a circuit at any predetermined speed, which is set 
depending upon the class of traffic to which the locomotive is 
assigned. Connection їз made to the controlling circuit 
through а stationary junction box to which is connected a 
flexible conduit; a ball bearing is provided to reduce friction 
to a practicable degree and to permit free movement of the 
condulet. ; 

The electro-pneumatic valve, located at a point convenient 
for connection to the air brake system, operates in response 
to an electro magnet, and controls the brake pipe pressure and 
the reservoir supply to the engineman’s brake valve. When 
the magnet is de-energised, the valve reduces the brake pipe 
pressure to ensure a service application of the brakes: 
at the same time it restricts the reservoir supply, so that the 
brakes cannot be released by the engineman’s brake valve. 
The brake pipe pressure may, however, be still further re- 
duced by the engineman in the same manner as with the 
conductor’s emergency valve. 

The shoe mechanism consists of a stem, a circuit controller 
and a cylinder housed in a substantial steel case which is 
rigidly bolted to the arch bar of the tender truck or to the 
trailer truck of the locomotive, as the case may be. The 
shoe is. held in position and in contact while moving over 
a ramp by means of brake pipe pressure in the stem cylinder, 
to which the brake pipe 1s connected. The stem is cored, 
so that should it be broken, a service application of the brakes 
would result. The shoe circuit controller operates to substi- 
tute, in a normally closed circuit, energy from the roadside 
battery for that from the storage battery carried on the 
locomotive, also to transmit current of the proper characteris- 
tic from the roadside battery to actuate the locomotive ap- 

tus and control the train consistent with the indication 
isplayed by the block signal. 

The storage battery is of the portable lead type and consists 
of five eclls of 80 ampere-hours capacity, operating through 
resistance. 

The relay is of a 3-position tvpe connected into the circuit 
so as to repeat the position of the signal by means of electric 
currents of the several characteristics as may be transmitted 
by the roadside and locomotive apparatus. 

The ramp is made up of angle iron, with a copper insert. 
suitably mounted upon cast iron supports which are rigidly 
bolted to the standard cross ties. a wood block separating 
the ramp iron from the support castings. This ramp is 
patented and very different from any ramp used elsewhere. 
It is 190 ft. long, and is located approximately 160 ft. in 
front of each signal. 'lhe ramp and the track are so connected 
with the signal system as to cause the signal to assume the 
stop position in case, for any reason, the ramp circuit is 
de-energised. 

The signal system with which this train control system is 
operated is of the 3-position, D.c., upper quadrant, bottom- 
post mechanism, semaphore type operated by polarised line 
circuits. The relays and terminals for the ramp cireuits are 
housed in the signal case or in a special relay box bolted 
thereto. Connection from the mechanism to the ramp is made 
through conduits. 

In the operation of this system an application of the brakes 
is made by the automatic control apparatus when апу of the 
following conditions exist: (а) When a train passes a signal 
in the caution position at an excessive speed. (b) Whenever 
a train exceeds a predetermined speed while running in a 
caution block. (e) At a stop signal, or when a block is 
occupied. 

When an application of the brakes is made by the auto- 
matic control apparatus, release may be made with the 
svstem in service only :— 

1. By automatic release, as in caution block territory, when 
the speed is below a predetermined point. 

2. By automatic release, as when passing from caution block 
territory to a clear block. 

3. By the engineman operating the release switch to pass a 
etop signal. 
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In the third case the train may then proceed, but only 
under automatic speed control, until the next block signal 
is encountered, when, if the block be clear, unlimited speed 
will be automatically restored. | 

No part of the automatic train control system is located in 
the engine cab, its operation being entirely independent of 


the engineman. It does not in any way interfere with the 


control or operation of the train by the enginemen so ‘long 
as he obeys signal indications. It is intended to operate if, 
for any reason, the engineman fails. 


Í CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letters received by us after 5 P.M. ON TUESDAY cannot appear until 
the following week, Correspondents should forward their communi- 
cations at the earliest possible moment. No letter can be published 
unless we have the writer's name and address in our possession, 


The Glory of the Day's Work. 


Will you kindly allow me to say how very much I appre- 
ciate the article by Femina in your issue of June lith, 
1920, on The Glory of the Day's Work.“ 

If the sentiments therein expressed were firmly implanted 
in the hearts of everyone taking any part in the industrial 
life of our nation, and if one and all could realise the value 
of a day's work conscientiously accomplished, both to them- 
selves and the community at large, most of our labour 
troubles would vanish, and a spirit of contentment with our 
daily round and common task," would prevail. 

I consider the article to be of great value in view of the 
present unrest prevailing. 


Jay Gee. 
June 16th, 1990. 


The Electro-deposition of Iron. 


My attention has been called to the article on the electro- 
deposition of iron appearing in your paper. 

I should like to point out that the process originated in 
my works here. Some undersized gauges for tail shafts for 
the Admiralty were built up here, with very satisfactory re- 
sults. 'This was communicated to the Air Board, with the 
result that à number of officials visited my works at Sunbury, 
and the process was taken up by them and developed for a 
variety of purposes during the war. 

Sherard Cowper-Coles. 

.Sunbury-on-Thames. 

June Oth, 1920. 


Single-phase Meters on Three-phase, Three-wire Systems. 


With reference to the article in the Review of June llth 
re Single-phase Meters on Three-phase, Three-wire Systems, 
Mr. Solomon states a fact which ought to be well known to 
all qualified engineers who have to deal with measurement 
of А:С. power. He points out that the proper method is to 
use two single-phase meters connected on the two-wattmeter 
principle, or a three-phase two-element meter. He omits to 
mention the fact that three-phase power in a balanced three- 
ае three-wire circuit can be measured by creating an arti- 

cial neutral point by means of a star resistance and the use of 
a single-phase meter having a constant of 3. 

If E is the star voltage and 1 the current in the correspond- 
ing meter element, the single-phase meter will read БІ cos 4. 

The total power will be 3 EI cos o. 

Hence if the meter is geared so that the dial reads three 
times the power actually measured, the total three-phase 
power will be registered. 

J. Henderson. 

Glasgow. 

June 15th, 1920. 


A Technical University. 


Your editorial comment on the recent meeting for the 
онон of & technical university in London calls for some 
reply. 

I will say little with reference to your views on the mean- 
ing and function of a university, except that these views are 
slowly dving out, but the point that I do wish to raise is 
in what manner the University of London fulfils your ideal. 
Where in this University itself“ is the polish which 18 
imparted by constant association with one’s fellowa in the 
atmosphere inherent to a university"? It may be found 
in some of the recognised schools of which the Imperial 
College is one group. | 

The degrees of London have been maintained at the highest 
standard, and are everywhere accepted as second to none. 
vet however highly one values the London degree, one cannot 
but remember that it may only represent a series of examina- 
tions without the solid background of a college training. In 
my early days, we at the Royal College of Science were taught, 
I think wrongly, to undervalue these diplomas; and some 
of us only regarded the University as a store for serving out 


degrees. 


4^ 


The present need is to provide a technical degree on a par 
with the bachelor, master, and doctor's degrees of the ordi- 
nary universities and known by these names and abbrevia- 
tions, во that the ordinary commercial man and the man 
about town can understand something of the training of the 
holder without having to carefully obtain information of the 
relative merits of the A. R. C. Sc., A. K. C., B. Sc., &c. In 
provincial centres, as far as I know, the modern universities 
#161 the needs of the times, but in London the case is 
wholly different, for here we have a large group of colleges 
combined for the purpose of technical education, more power- 
ful than the University, and yet without the special privileges 
of & university. a 

Now, sir, having shown that the University of London 
(fait accompli) does not fulfil your own ideals as a university, 
I hope you will give the Imperial College of Science your 


* influential support in its claim for a charter. 


| Р. Peake Sexton. 
Westminster. 
June 15th, 1920. 


[We refer to this subject in our leading columns.—Ebs. 
ELEO. Rev.] 


— — — 4.—̃— — — 


What is the Contractor Doing? 


I have read with great interest the article which, under the 
above heading, appeared in your issue of June 4th, and from 
many years’ experience can fully endorse the remarks of your 
contributor. | 

Electra, in his reply last week, agrees that there is every 
prospect of a great boom in electric cooking, but prefers 
to wait until the manufacturer has created the demand before 
doing anything himself to foster it. 

This sums up the situation exactly, both are waiting for 
each other, with the result that much profitable business is 
lost. Have neither of them heard of Co-operation? 

If this can be accomplished there will then be no need for 
further articles like the above, and I venture to suggest that 
their various associations could do much good by putting thia 
subject on their agenda for discussion. 

In the meantime the manufacturer can greatly help matters 
forward by providing the contractor with attractive show- 
cards and non-technical pamphlets. He needs these to make 
eales as much as & miner does his pickaxe to obtain gold. 

The contractor for his part must carry stocks, for it 18 most 
essential he should be in the position to satisfy his customer 
immediately, otherwise the opportunity may be lost. 

With only these two things accomplished, sales will flow 
faster, but it still needs the high explosive of organised pub- 
lieity to create the mighty volume, and this, in my opinion, 
can only be done by the co-operative efforts of the various 
associations. 

What have they to say on the matter? 


A. G. Blake. 
June 218+, 1920. | 


Your articles headed ‘‘ What is the Contractor Doing," and 
the subsequent correspondence interests us very greatly. 

We feel that the contractor has, in the past, developed the 
wiring and engineering side of the business only, for the 
reason that the necessity of electric labour-saving appliances 
in the home was not apparent in view of the fact that domestic 
labour was plentiful and inexpensive. Now conditions have 
changed—domestic help is scarce and costly—those fortunate 
enough to secure any, must do as our American cousins have 
done in necessity, viz., purchase electric labour-saving ap- 
pliances to retain. the help—those less fortunate must have 
similar appliances to get along without it. In view of this 
double market which is crying out for appliances to aid 
domestic conditions, we are absolutely confident that the 
contractors will not fail to reorganise and develop the com- 
mercial sales side of their business, even more energetically 
than their friends in the States, who a few years ago, utilised 
their shop windows as more or less ‘‘ rubbish dumps, but are 
now second to none as merchandising display windows. We, 
as manufacturers realise that without co-operation nothing 
worth while can be accomplished ; hence our reason for having 
representatives continually in America keeping up with the 
times, and profiting by what has already been done. Now 
we have ready some of our co-operative sales help for the 
contractors' use, which will enable them to make good window 
shows of labour-saving appliances which will appeal to the 
womenfolk of this country. 

It may interest your readers to know that we have com- 
plete window display material, showcards, life-size cutouts; 
also we are willing to loan electros to assist their local adver- 
tising. and supply advertising folders for distribution. This 
is only the beginning of what we intend to do to assist our 
contractor friends in their task of building up a sales organisa- 
tion, which most certainly is necessary to them if they are 
to do their part in supplying the existing demands. The 
electrical contractor is as shrewd a business man as there is. 
and will most certainly profit by the unexpected opportunity 
which has arisen, ant he will do his share and thoroughly. 


L. G. Hawkins & Co. 


London, WO. 
June Ast, 1930. 
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Non-Union Labour and Supply Undertakings. 


On behalf of the Rochdale Branch of the E.T.U., I am 
pleased to note that District Council, No. 10 Area (Greater 
London), is taking the same standpoint as we did on March 
let, 1920, and may say that it has been a great advantage 
to our membership, since our members on the supply staff 
refused to connect any job or installation done by plumbers 
and non-unionists. As noted in another part of your valuable 
journal, the Rochdale supply undertaking has established a 
record in lighting consumers during the year, and placed 
£5,000 to relieve the rates. We hope every E.T.U. branch 
will adopt this stand, which will guarantee quality and work- 
manship to consumers. 


Rochdale. 
June 19th, 1920. 


H. Turner, 
Secretary. 


Technical Works. 


Referring to the article of Mr. Purday, which appeared 
in your issue of April 30th, pressure of business at that time 
caused that particular issue to be put aside for later con- 
sideration; if not too late, I would like to make a few com- 
ments. 

I fully appreciate Mr. Purday's feeling in the matter, having 
myself helped to get out technical work. 

Generally speaking, when searching through technical books 
for any special information, one obtains, say, one ounce of 
hard fact out of 4 or 5 lb. of extraneous matter, which causes 
the cost to be considerable. 

There are several books which, although very valuable in 
themselves, are too expensive to purchase for the small amount 
of special information in each. 

Some works also which come out annually should be re- 
edited, and if before they were issued, the editor or compiler 
of such books would communicate with engineers (dealing 
practicaly with the various subjects) he would often obtain 
valuable assistance. 

I know of one book which I sent for, and after some diff- 
culty I found one paragraph dealing with the particular 
subject in which I was interested. Ihis paragraph was in- 
correct and out of date. 

There are very few books dealing specifically with one 
subject or branch of engineering, probably because the demand 
for them would not be satisfactory. Even when such a book 
is compiled, it is very advisable to carefully consider every 
page before issuing & new edition, as during the past five or 
six years there have been many changes. 

For instance, in 1914, a technical book dealing with a 
certain speciality was issued, and a surplus stock of matter 
printed (but not bound up) ready to make up another edition 
in the following year, but in 1919, when a new issue was 
imperative, the surplus sheets were found to be very trouble- 
some, owing to altered conditions, and it was necessary, for 
the time being, to insert a supplement; it now means an 
entire revision, and practically a new book. 

Mr. Purday's suggestion that the date should always be 
inserted is verv necessary. I adopted the plan of printing 
the year of 1ssue on the cover. 

I enclose copy of the technical book referred to, which 
perhaps you will forward to Mr. Purdavy. 

Fred Bland. 


Sheffield. 
June Alst, 192%. 
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Government Waste. 


In the Press at tbe present moment public attention 
is being directed to a series of articles under the above head- 
ing. While these are drawing forth criticisms from а! 
quarters 1t would be entirely misleading for the public to 
consider that such wilful waste takes place in all Government 
departments, regarding the wages of their employés. 

Some time ago an article in the Review drew attention to 
the fact that certain individuals emploved by the War De- 
partment in their power stations had not received any benefit 
under the E.P.E.A. Award No. 9,281. However, after more 
than 12 months’ delay, these individuals were put in receipt of 
the above. 

It would be interesting to know whether the Minister of 
Labour is aware of his sanction of an additional £30 per 
annum to be added to the above award. Up to the present 
it is a minus quantity, as far as the W. D. stations are con- 
cerned. 

The same article also made reference to the workers now 
coming under the Whitley Council scheme. 

The previous increases of 5s., 3s. and 3s., granted to these 
men has in practically all other concerns been paid. but not 
ко to the workers of the War Department, as will be seen from 
the following. 

Some weeks ago a conference was held between delegates 
of a certain union and a representative of the War Office to 
settle the question of wages. However, after the representa- 
tive was informed that certain parts of the district had re- 
cognised the claim, the conference closed, the only result 
being a waste of time on both sides, as nothing is forthcoming. 

It ig argued that the party which anproves and sanctions 
there awards cannot take the lead, therefore, the humble 
employés must sit tight and wait and see if there is 


e 


anything left after the squandering is finished. The upset 
and discontent in various central stations between employer 
and employed cannot be wondered at when the very thing 
we are striving to conquer in this country at the present 
ee being put into practice by these Government depart- 
ments. 

But there is an end to everything, the inevitable clash is 
bound to come sooner or later, and the Government, as in 
the majority of cases, must be considered as the ringleaders 
of the present dissatisfaction amongst workers. 

Otozel. 


Distributiod Mains for new Housing Schemes. 


The article in your issue of the 18th inst., by Mr. Wilson, 
Dune superintendent of Maidstone, is most valuable and 
timely. ү 

The very arrangement of the new colonies, giving as it does 
more space between the houses and more irregular outline 
than the stereotyped form of street, increases the cost of ser- 
vice work, and consideration of this distribution problem to 
small properties 18 urgently required. 

Some years ago an opportunity arose for providing elec- 
tricity supply to a new and comparatively large estate of small 
villas, built, however, on comparatively old-fashioned lines; 
that 18 to say, in rows, and with small gardens. 

In this case the supply was distributed in the form of 
single-phase A. C., and the method adopted—which proved 
inexpensive and satisfactory— was to lay down each side of 
each road one lead-covered armoured cable consisting of four 
cores, two outers and one neutral for balanced three-wire 
single-phase supply, and in addition one switch wire for public 
lighting. 

This cable was not looped into the houses, services being 
put on in the old-fashioned manner with T joints. 

The public lamps were also connected in the same wav. 
but through the switch wire so that a large number could 
be turrned on and off in groups from a central point. 

At the junctions of roads a public lamp was fitted, the post 
having a special and enlarged base containing simple link 


- gear to which the various cables at that point were brought, 


constituting in fact a small feeder pillar. 

This arrangement worked very well, permitting services 
to be put on from time to time with minimum expense, made 
sectionising and testing easy, and provided for an inexpensive 
form of street lighting control. 

The provision of a small switch wire in the main cable was 

robably not new, but is certainly worthy of attention even 
if public lighting is not immediately required, as the extra 
cost is very small. There are perhaps manufacturing ditt- 
culties in including the small switch wire in a cable of which 
the other cores are relatively large, but for the requirements 
of the ordinary housing colony, runs of 4 to J mile from 
transformer kiosks, and work of that kind, the method offers 
many advantages. 

The British Electrical Development 
Association, Inc. 
London. W.C. 2. 
June Ast, 1990. 


Situations Vacant. 


With reference to the correspondence appearing in the 
ELERTRICAL REVIEW with regard to the use of box numbers by 
advertisers, I think that it will interest your readers to con- 
sider the question from the advertiser’s point of view. 

I wish first of all to state that I am not an employer, but 
an employé (also a trade unionist) engaged by a large firm 
of engineers. Amongst my duties for my principals I have 
to engage assistants for various positions. | 

During the past years, having read many letters in the 
ELECTRICAL Review on the much-debated subject of gone 
box numbers by advertisers, I sided with the views expresse 
by your many correspondents, that this system of advertising 
vacant positions was а pernicious one. I therefore determined 
when advertising to use my firm’s name and address; but 
after a few trials I had to revert to the box number again, 
as the results obtained by giving а name and address can 
hardly be credited. In replv to an advertisement, I have 
received at times hundreds of applications for a job, and then 
the trouble commences. Customers and friends will telephone 
or write asking that their friend Mr. So-and-So should be 
given the appointment, rarely discriminating whether the 
man’s qualifications are suitable or not. I am not exagnerat- 


ing when I state it is the rule rather than the exception to, 


get a large number of these appeals, and in addition, althouch 
an advertisement may distinctly state that application is to be 
made by letter only, applicants from near and far will per- 
sistently call, resulting in a great loss of time to themselves 
and the advertisers. Now, most of the firms that use a hox 
number are manufacturers. and from the above facts one can 
easily realise it would not be good policy on their part to risk 
the goodwill of various customers and their friends by creat- 
ing disappointment. | 
Again, on the question of ‘‘ state salary," I am afraid that 
this is primarily attributable to certain applicants, who, when 
applying for a position, and where & definite salary 1s offered. 
endeavour to secure the job by offering to take it at a lower 
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figure. am sorry to state that in my experience I have had 
such offers. Needless to state, with any reputable firm these 
applications find their way to the waste-paper basket. How- 
ever, in these days, there should not be any trouble in the 
question of state salary," as every staff engineer should join 
either the E.P.E.A. or the S.T.E., whose officials will assist 
them in every way on this particular point. My view is, that 
where an applicant replies to an advertisement under a box 
number he is fairly sure of a square deal, since his application 
Is considered on his merits alone. 


Resident Engineer. 
[This correspondence is now closed.—Eps. Erec. Rev. ] 


— 


Staff Salaries and Conditions of Service. 


In the ELECTRICAL Review of June 4th appeared a leading 
article headed '' Situations Vacant," which, after commentin 
pithily on some of the practices of certain employers, issue 
an invitation to the Society of Technical Engineers to abandon 
its secretive attitude. In the same week's issue of The Elec- 
trician there appeared two leaderettes referring to the recently- 
made agreement between the employers and staffs of the 
electrical supply industry. The latter of these two articles 
sounded a note of warning about the dangers of standardisa- 
tion of salaries. | 

During the last few months such comments, usually brief. 
and directed towards one particular section of the general 
problem, have become increasingly common, but so far no 
general résumé of the whole subject covered by the title above 
has appeared in any of the technical papers concerned. 


[ think we are justified in assuming from the evidence that - 


the engineer, both electrical and mechanical, long-suffering 
though he may be, is at last becoming vocal under the pres- 
sure of conditions which, bad as they have been during the last 
two decades, are fast becoming almost intolerable. 

There is a deal of confused thinking about the subject, and 
it will be my attempt in this article to focus attention upon 
what appear to be the fundamental points requiring con- 
sideration. 

I think that the following summary will meet with the 
agreement of all concerned: 

l. That in relation to other professions and businesses de- 
manding the same degree of education, training and sense 
of responsibility, the electrical engineer was very poorly paid 
even before the war, and his conditions of service were often 
unnecessarily harsh. | 

2. That advances of salary, especially in the higher grades, 
during the last five years, have been totally disproportionate 
to the increase in cost of maintenance of a home and family, 
and conditions of service have deteriorated rather than im- 
proved. 

3. That only by raising the remuneration and improving 
the conditions of service of the average man shall we obtain 
a contented staff fitted to give its whole mind to its special 
task of increasing the efficiency of the joint action of Capital 
and Labour. 

4. That whatever the defects and dangers of association may 
he it 1s an incontrovertible fact that association with other 
individuals and groups is usually necessary before any improve- 
ment in the conditions of the general mass of those affected 
can be secured. 

5. That failing the central station staffs, which are repre- 
sented by the E. P. E. A., no section of the industry has a staff 
association which is of the slightest use to it. 

It may be said that the S.T.E. represents other sections 
of the industry, but it is at least doubtful whether this is 
really the case or not. In the opinions of many engineers 
who have watched the operations of this concern, both from 
the inside aad the outside, it seems clear that as at present 
constituted and directed, this society is likely to be of very 
little use. I would go further, and would say that personally 
[ have come to the conclusion that the symptoms indicate 
that it bas fallen a victim to an infantile form of that most 
insidious of all association diseases. namely, paralysis. 

In evidence of this, I call attention to the apparent abandon- 
ment by its Council of all attempts to adequately control the 
actions of its paid servants, and its failure to publicly pro- 
claim a definite policy and secure the help of the technical 
journals and friendly employers. 

The Society’s public. or rather semi-public utterances, are 
chiefly noticeable for their contradictory character, and the 
fact that thev never by any chance indicate that there is 
any real guiding principle or inspiratiou behind its efforts. 
At one of the propaganda meetings which I attended, the 
speakers, almost without exception, voiced adherence to a 
policy which it is complimentary to describe as wholly op- 
portunist and unworthy of any association with any real idea 
of its own dignity or that of its members. 

I tear that at present the S. T. E. is not nierelv useless, but 
is actually dangerous, because it is still occupying the time 
of men who might more usefully help a real and progressive 
association, and it is at the same time making enemies even 
amongst those emplovers who svmpathise with the legitimate 
aims and objects of the profession as a whole. 

In this connection it must not be forgotten that whilst 
many employers show that they fully appreciate the position, 
they, after all, are in the minority, and are restricted from 
giving full effect to their views by the force of competition, 


and occasionally by the operations of their various employers’ 
associations. 

The central station staffs agreement referred to above, 
should be welcomed by all electrical men, for the reason that 
if salaries and conditions can be improved in this branch, 
bound down as it is by limitations on its charges for services 
rendered, &c., these improved ealaries will eventually form 
the base for further improvement in the other branches of 
the industry which are not so bound. 

It may be argued that this will further increase the cost 
of manufacture, and contribute to the much talked of forth- 
coming '' slump," but it does not seem to be generally realised 
that the increases of staff pay in electrical manufacturin 
industries have had only a microscopic effect upon the tota 
cost of production. 

the Electrician, in the article referred to above, drew atten- 
tion to the dangers of standardising salaries, but surely this 
danger only exists if an attempt is made to bind down mem- 
bers of the association not to take more than the basic 
salary. I cannot, in the published reports referring to the 
agreement in question, find any indication that this etupid 
policy of the workmen's trade unions has even been con- 
templated. Provided that there is no such limitation it is 
obvious that the man above the average will etill be able 
to command a higher salary than the basic rate, but whereas, 
if the normal rate were £500 he would have to consider him- 
self well paid at £750, he would probably have no difficulty 
in obtaining £1,100 to £1.200 if the basic rate became, say, 
£800 to £900, and so on throughout all the grades. 

I contend that wha tis required is a real live association 
governed and directed by men of reasonable but determined 
character, who could earn and maintain the respect of the 
employers' representatives, and who would be able to com- 
mand the allegiance of their fellow employés. They must 
be men to whom principle means more than opportunism, 
and to whom secrecy as regards policy and negotiations is 
abhorrent. 

Further, I think that the efforts of all men who have the 
interests of the industry at heart should be directed towards 
making both employés, staff, and what is usually called 
Labour, realise that the technical and management staffs in 
the engineering industry (and for that matter in all industries) 
are, and must remain, a third party in industry. 

They cannot exist without Capital on the one hand, and 
Labour on the other; but nevertheless it is true that neither 
Labour nor Capital can produce anything without them ex- 
cept where the capitalists themselves possess both the neces- 
sary ability and time to direct their own businesses. Such 
cases are becoming more rare every year, although many 
cases of partial direction still exist. ^ 

The staffs cannot ally themselves entirely with Capital 
because they are after all in the position of workers, and 
they cannot allv themselves definitely with Labour, because 
they must stand as representatives or judges between Capital 
and Labour. 

They cannot serve the best interests of either Capital or 
Labour unless they are impartial and free to form and voice 
independent opinions, and they cannot be impartial if they 
аге members of an association controlled by either Labour 
or Capital. Nor, being sufficiently conscious of their own 
strength and requirements, need they take up any such false 
position. 

Garton Le Roet. 

June 20th, 1920. В 

[We regret that pressure upon our space compels us to hold 
over several letters until next week.—Eps. Exec. Rev.) 


Oversea Transmission.—Mr. Karstad, chairman of the 
Norwegion Waterfall Commission, has been asked about the 
standpoint he had assumed concerning the possible transmis- 
sion of electrical energy from Norway to Denmark. In reply, 
he 1s reported to have stated that the question bad been put 
before the Commission for the expression of an opinion, and 
they had recommended the dispatch of a friendly reply to 
Denmark's application for the appointment of a joint com- 
mittee. There was no doubt, he said, that Norway could 
uive a supply to Denmark, and the committee would have 
to consider the extent of such transmission, both technicallv 
and economically. He apprehended that the power would be 
very costly on reaching consumers in Denmark. 


Electrical Workers and the Military. — Our Dublin ccr- 
respondent writes: In connection with the decision of Dublin 
dockers not to handle military munitions or equipment, 
the North Wall electric crane men last week refused to work 
the crane for assisting the military in the discharge of stores 
which had arrived from Southampton by the s.s. Agnes 
Duncan. The military then commandeered the electric power 
house belonging to the Dublin Port and Docks Board, but 
the employés there refused to work the plant, and it was 
intimated that if the mulitary themselves attempted to do 
so, the entire electric power at the port would be stopped 
by the men, all the other crane-drivers refusing to work. This 
would have led to general dislocation. Ultimately the military 
withdrew from the power house, and the employés resumed 
work there as usual. Later. the military discharged the cargo 
of the Agnes Duncan with the aid of the ship's steam winches 
and derricks. 
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NEW PATENTS APPLIED FOR, 1920. 
(NOT YET PUBLISHED.) 


pmpiled expressly for this journal by Messrs. Szrrox-Jowzs, O'Dett AND 
` STEPRENS, Chartered Patent Agents, 285, High Holborn, London, W. C. 1. 


15,316. “ Electric signalling systems." Wester ELEcrRic Co. June 7th. 

15,317. Electrode-locking devices for electric welding machines.“ J. 
Ledwinka. June 7th. (United States, May 19th, 1919.) 
; nd Switch for electrical circuits." A. Messinger and I.. Pap. June 
th. 

15.335. Electrical fuses of the cartridge type. METROPOLITAN-VICKERS 
EvecrricaL Co. June 7th. (United States, july oth, 1919.) 

15,336. '' Automatic spark advance for magnetos. G. B. Gousset. June 
7th. (France, June 20th, 1919.) 

15,337. '' Contact-breaker for ignition magnetos.”’ 
7th. (France, June 20th, 1919.) 

15,338. Collector ring for four-cylinder engines without commutator.” G. 
B. Gousset. June 7th. (France, June 20th, 1919.) 

15,344. ''Generation of alternating current.“ British THomson-Houston 
Co. June 7th. (United States, October 29th, 1913.) 

15,346. “ Electric meters. British THosMsox-Housto~s Co. and A. P. 
Young. June 7th. 
15,347. Electric lamps. British THomsox-Houston Co. (General Electric 
Co.). June 7th. : 

15.348. Mercury, &c., vapour electric lamps." Sticia SYNDICATE. June 7th. 

15.349. '' Manufacture and production of graphite electrodes.“ UNITED 
Al. x Ai Co., C. L. HicciNs апа D. А. Ркітснако. June 7th. 

15,350. “ Piezo electric device." A. F. R. Corton and E. W. C. RusseLL. 
June 7th. 

15,308. “ Arc lamps." F. Porter and J. W. Ѕмітн. June 7th. 

15.378. Transmission of messages, &c., by electrical means.“ 
& VicNOLES and A. G. Moore. June 7th. 

15,380. “ Tubular electric condenser and method of manufacturing same." 
G. Gies. June 7th. (Switzerland, June 16th, 1919.) 

15,399. '' Electrical power transmission systems.” А. M. TavioR. June 8th. 

15,434. '' Ignition .apparatus for internal-combustion engines.” H. V. 
CHANDLER. June Bth. 

15,441. '' Electric furnaces." B. E. D. Кивскк (Norske Aktieselskab for 
Elektro-kemisk Industri Norsk Industri-Hypotekbank). June 8th. 

15,449. Electrical signalling-apparatus." W. L. Wacker. June 8th. 

15,468. '' Multi-phase machines." Stemens SCHUCKERTWERKE. June 8th. 
(Germany, December 14th, 1917.) | 

15,478. Coupling for magnetos of internal combustion engines." F. M 
Papian and F. R. Ram. June 8th. 

15,485. “ Vibrating-apparatus for sound-signalling." “сха, Ges. June &th. 
(Germany, October 23rd, 1915.) 

15,498. Storage battery plates." J. F. Monnot. June 8th. 

15,517. Apparatus for electric transmission of angular indications." A. 
1. Rawuincs and S. Ward., June 8th. 

15,544. “ Electrically-operated — curtain-controlling 
CLiPSTONE. June 9th. i : 

15.570. Electro-magnetic drill stand." L. R. Horne. June 9th. 

15.572. Overhead trolleys for electric tramways, &c., vehicles.“ T. 
BLaNEv and D. WILLI Ads. June 9th. 

15.576. Electric push-button switches.“ E. М. Bray & Bray, МАККНАМ & 
Reiss. June 9th. 

15,587. Electric heating apparatus." Soc. ANON. DES ETABLISSEMENTS L. 
BLgRIoT. June 9th. (France, February 5th, 1919.) 

15,590. ‘‘ Sparking plugs, couplings, terminals, &c." J. I. D. and К. D. 
STEVENSON. June 9th. 

15.593. Electro-deposition of metals.“ 
WARREN. June 9th. 


15.596. Combined electrical conductors and casing therefor.’ 
June 9th. " 

15,599. '' Device for supporting receivers of desk telephones." D. R. Loch. 
June 9th. 

15,601. ''Sound producers and receivers." 
many, March 9th, 1916.) 

15,602. *'' Electric lamps." BrittsH THomson-Hotston Co. 
(United States, November 30th, 1917.) 


15,631. “ Electrical measuring-instruments.’ 
EL C TRI Co, June 9th. 

15,632. *' Wireless telegraph valves.“ 
E EC IRI Co. June 9th. 


15,646. Manufacture of thermo-electric metals and alloys.” Wi C. 
HrzRARUS Ges. June 9th. 


15.655. Electro-magnetic clutches and change-speed gearing.” Sir €. S. 
Forses. June 9th. ` 


15.669. Telephone apparatus." P. J. Hackett. June 9th. 


G. B. Gousset. June 


U 


Ev£RSHED 


mechanism.“ F. E. 


R. W. Lawson and A. I. 6. 


N. PRENTICE. 


SicnaL Ges. June 9th. (Ger- 
June 9th. 


A. Cor£LIN and EbisoN Swan 


F. А. CourpiNc and EDISON Swan 


15,660. ''Signalling circuits." P. J. Hackerr. June 9th. 
15.668. Electrical alarm clock." C. C. Вкоссн. June 10th. 
15.673. Portable electric dust exbauster." . R. Вімм. June 10th. 


(France, January 17th, 1914.) 

15.679. Electric step-by-step, &c., motors." C. L. Wacker. June 10th. 

15,687. Electrical contacts for fuse boards, distribution boards, &c.” B. 
QuaRMBY. June 10th. 

15,692. *' Eleetro-magnetic mechanism." C. L. Wacker. June 10th. 

15.700. Electric switches." А. Сикїзтк and R. Metcarre. June 10th. 

15,704. Electric switches," E. Вотом and the Coventry Movement Co. 
June 10th. 

15.706. Electrical appliance for cleaning and polishing." I. D. Orr. 
June 10th. 

15.717. Vacuum tubes, &c." Rapio Communication Co. and J. Scorr- 
'laóocART. June loth. 

15.726. Electrical indicators.’ 
tric Со. June 10th. 

15.727. Telephone transmitter.“ 
(Norway, June 22nd. 1914.) 

15,728. Electric lighting apparatus for eveles, бс." Soc. ANON. DES AUTO- 
MOBILES EKT Сус РЕССКОТ. June lth. (France, June 13th, 1919.) 

15,731. '' Telephonic call systems.” R. €. M. Hastixes. June. ТМ, 

15.734 '' Electrically-operated implement for cutting crops." G. 
June 10th. 

15,740. Electric lamps for motor vehicles.’ 
June 10th. 

15,746. ‘ Electrical precipitation of solid materials from gases." J. E. 
LIvrenrreip and METALLEANK UND. METALLURGISCHE Grs. June loch. (Ger- 
many, March oth, 1916.) 

15.775. Electro-osmotic separation of substances." ELrktro-OsmMosg Акт. 
Ges. (Graf. Schwerin Ges.) June lUth. (Germany, April Sth, 1918.) 

15,791. ''Spark plugs." W. Housman. June 10th. (United States; Novem- 
ber 26th, 1917.) 

15,792. '' Systems of electrical distribution." А. E. Wuirg (U.S. Light & 
Heat Corporation). Jun» 10th. 

15.797. “ Sparking aluga" H. WüLuaMws. June 10th. 

15,812. '' Handle for electric are welding." J. Doorzr. June lith. 


J. C. М'юиситох and Eptson Swan ELEtc- 
WESTERN Exectric Co. June 10th. 


FRYER. 


* 


Р Еклхк and KisocH, Lo. 


15,814. “ Electric switch." A. С. BuLLen, A. С. BuLien & Co., and R. L. 
Ir N NIN SON. June ШЕ. i 


15, 850. Electric wiring." G. F. A. Stone. June lith. 
15,857. '' Telephone systems.“ Western ELectRIC Co. June 1ltb. 


15,861. '' Process for manufacture of metallic diaphragms of electrolytic 
cells.“ R. Pecukranz. June llth. (Switzerland, June 12th, 1919.) 


15,862. '' Conversion of continuous or direct currents into alternating cur. 
rents." F. Breisic. June llth. (Germany, March llth, 1919.) 


15,872. High-voltage electric installations.“ SIEMENS SCHUCKERTWERKE. 
June llth. (Germany, July 30th, 1919.) 


15,888. Means for preventing actuation of electric switches, gas cocks, 
&c." G. Finlay. June llth. 


15,902. '' Apparatus for protection of three-phase current circuits." С. 
Zorzi. June llth. 


15.905. Electrical insulating bushings.” F. M. Denton. June 11th. 
15.909. Electrical transformers." E. pg H. Duval. June 12th. 


15,912. “ Device for aligning trolley wheels with overhead transmission 
wires," Н. Georce. June 12th. 


15,924. '' Primary galvanic batteries and electrodes and manufacture ol such 
electrodes." E. W. JUNGNER. June 12th. (Sweden, June 17th, 1919.) 

15,935. “ Electrical transmission systems.” А. M. TavLoR. June 12th. 

15,936. “ Electric lamp holders." А. B. GoLpsmitH. June 12th. 

15.947. Electrical transformers." G. SCHROEDER. June 12th. 


15,957. '* Tuning. instruments for wireless telegraphy and telephony." Н. Р. 
Rees. June 12th. 


15,986. ** Systems of electric ship propulsion." 
Co. and D. E. Jewert. June 12th. 


15.987. Dynamo-electric machines." BrittsH Тномѕох-Носѕтом Co. and 
H. W. Taytor. June 12th. 


15.995. Leading-in insulators.” G. V. Twiss. June 12th. 

15.997. Starting, generating and ignition apparatus for internal-com- 
bustion engines." W. В. Mesks. June lZth. (United States, June 20th. 1917.) 

16.008. Multiple twin telephone and telegraph eleetric cables." C. R. 
Bouton and Britisn INSULAT TD & HeLssy Cases, Lip. June 12th. 


, 


British Тномѕох-Носѕтох 


PUBLISHED SPECIFICATIONS. 


The mumbers in parentheses are those under which the specifications will be 
printed and abridged, and all subsequent proceedings will be taken. 


AS AO. 


1,434 NMuLTI- SPEED ALTERNATING-CURRENT MOTORS. British Thomson-Houston 
Co. (General Electric Co.). . January 29th, 1916. (143,272) 


1918. 
7,309. MaACHINE-SWITCHING TELEPHONE EXCHANGE SYSTEMS. 
Co. and L. Polinkowsky. May Ist, 1918. (143,277.) . 
11,478. ELECTRIC INSULATION, Elektro-Material Ges. April llth, 1918. 
(143,280.) 


Western Electric 


1919. 

3,693. FExvectric FURNACES. M. E. Moore. February 14th, 1919. (143,22) 

4.057. COUPLINGS FOR PROTECTED OR ARMOURED ELECTRIC CABLLS FOR USE 
UNDER WATER AND ELSEWHERE. V. €. Н. Gibson. February 18th. 1913. 
(143,308.) 

4,065. REDUCTION OF DISTORTION OF HIGH-FREQUENCY CURRENTS PARTICULARLY 
APPLICABLE TO WIKELFSS TELEPHONY, Western Electric Co. February Isth, 1913. 
(143,309.) 

4,387, ASSEMBLING OF ELECTRIC BATTERIES. London Battery Co. and E. W. 
Clarke. February 2151, 1919. (143.322.) 

4.509. ELECTRICAL accUMULATORS. C. H. Worsnop. 
(143,327 .) 

4,579. ARRANGEMENT AND CONNECTOR FOR JOINIING OF ELECTRICAL WIRES. J. 5 
Mollerhoj. February 24th, 1919. (143,328.) 

4,745. Exvectkic coxnecrors. G. Duveau. March 18th, 1914. (123.770. 

5,185. CUTTING AND WELDING. METALS BY IHE ELECIRIC АКС. C. G. Conradi. 
March За, 1919.  (143,321.) 

8,943. ELECTRIC-LIGHTING SETS MORE ESPECIALLY FOR USE WITH MOTOR-CYCLES. 
Efandem Co., W. Owen and Е. E. Cutler. April 9th, 1919. (143,308.) 


February 24th, 1919. 


10,197. MACHINES FOR MAKING BOBBINS FOR ELECTRIC BATIERIES, National 
Carbon Co. January 10th, 1918. (125,991.) 
10,198. MACHINES FOR MAKING BOBBINS FOR ELFCTRIC BATTERIES. National 


Carbon Co. January 10th, 1918. (129.992.) 

10.644. EI ECTRICAI. TRANSMISSION DISENGAGING LOCK-SWITCH. J. J. Wheaties. 
April 30th. 1919. (143,372.) 

11,123. CONTROLLING AND REGULATING SYSTEMS FOR DYNAMOS, APPLICABLE ALSO 
AS MOTOR-SIAKIING SYSTEMS. W. J. Richets. May och, 1919. (143.378. 

12,613. PORTABLE ELECTRIC LAMP SPECIALLY ADAPTED FOR USE BY POLICE OFFICERS 
on осту. F. W. Dowty. Мау 20th, 1919. (143,357.) 

13.527. SPARKING PLUGS FOR INTERNAL-COMBUSTION ENGINES. L. 
May 2bth, 1919. 133.395.) 

14.464. Suprorr FOR ELECIRIC INCANDESCENT Lamrs. J. P. Johansson. June 
6th, 1919.  (143,404.) 

14.977. Wikre COUPLINGS FOR SPARK-PLUGS, Soc. Anon. des Automobiles €i 
Cycles Peugeot. July 23rd, 1518. (130,321., 

15,040. REGULATING-SYSTEMS FOR DYNAMO-ELECTRIC MACHINES. W. J. Ricket. 
June l6th, 1919. (143,413.) 

15,116. Evectric switches. Benjamin Electric, ГИЧ. 
(132, 492.) 

18.637. TRAFFIC-CONTROLLING APPARATUS FOR RAILWAYS AND THE LIKE. 
McKenzie, Holland & Westinghouse Power Signal Co., Н. H. Dyer and R. G. 
Davey. July 28th, 1919. (143,437.) 

18.711. METHOD OF AND APFARAIUS FOR RECOGNISING AIRCRAFT RY ACOUSTIC 
MEANS AND FOR ACOUSTIC-TELFGRAPHY BEIWEEN AIKCRazZI. AND THE EARTH. Al 
Bernini. Jury 27th, 1918. (130,005 , 

20,830. EE APENSIBLE ELECTRIC LAMES FOR MOTOK AND OTHFR VEHICLES, BOATS, 
AND IHE LIKE. B. J. Grigsby. August "tn, 1919. 74.118.) 

21.586. ELECTRIC MINER'S LAMPS. O. Schneider and F. Schlegel. November 
Ith, 1918. (135,1603.) 

22.127. BLECTRO-MAGNENIC WAVE NOVI HON M, SYSTEMS. MW. F. Thompsen if. 
Reto. nod). september Ith 1914. (443.451), 

22.173. AchAKATUS FCR DIMIMISHING THER INI'RIOUS. EARTHING CURRENTS ОУ 
EARTHED HIGH-PRESSURE NFTS HAVING A СА! АС: ГҮ THAI 15 NON-SYMMETRICALLY CIS 
IRIRLTED OVER THE FHASES OF THE Jer. Akt. Ges. Brown, Boveri et Cie. D- 
cen.ber 23rd, 1918. (137,032.) 

25.302. ELECTRIC PUSH-BUITON SWITCHES. 
(135, 804.) | 

OM уям, FINING-ARRANCEMENT. FOR. ELECTRIC) MEASUSING INSTRUMENTS. SRI 
& Halske Akt. Ges. August 23rd, 1918. (035.219.) 

A920. 

579. MAaAGNETO-FLECTRIC MACHINES WIT): OSCILLATING ARMATURES. 
(Eisemann Magneto Corporation). January 7th, 1920. (143.480 

1.570. MetHODS ОР PROTECTING ELECTRIC NETWORKS COMPRISING Av 
CABLES WITH MULTIPLE CONDUCTORS. P. M. J. Bouchewot and Soc. Alsaciennt 
de Constructions Mecaniques May Ist, 1914. (138,075.) 


Nl acqua. 


September 13th, 191%. 


A. Cesaro. February. 8th, 14 
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LONDON ELECTRIC 


WIRE COMPANY 
& SMITHS > 


CABLES, WIRES AND FLEXIBLES. 


HIGH RESISTANCE ALLOYS. 


PLAYHOUSE YARD, GOLDEN LANE, 
. LoNboN EC. i 


CARBONS 


For ARC LAMPS. 


BRUSHES 


For DYNAMOS. 


WELLS ELECTRICAL CO,, 
73, Cheapside, London, E.C. 2. 
TELEP.: CITY 4117. TELEGS.: ELCHARBELO CENT. LONDON 


GLASGOW— 
W. M. WILSON а Co., 19, Waterloo Street. 


NANTERRE 


THOMAS INSULATORS 


For E.H.T. Transmission Lines. 
SPECIALLY DESIGNED 


HIGH FREQUENCY CURRENTS 
LIGHTNING. SURGES. 


UROPEAN AGENTS 


J. W. GLADSTONE, Ltd., 


70, no OAK ROAD, LONDON, § S. E 23. 
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BRITTAIN MOTORS. 
BRITTAIN’S ELECTRIC MOTOR CO. 


(Formerly LANGDON-DA NEN 

110, CANNON STREET, Works—FASTDOWN WORKS, 

I. ONDON, ЕС. 4. DERMODY ROAD. . 
LEWISHAM, S.E. 13. 
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——— SUPREME QUALITY—— 
for Central Stations and House Lighting. 


Head Office and Works: NORTHAMPTON. 
THE PREMIFR ACCUMULATOR (0 LTD Glasgow Office: 231, ST. VINCENT STREET. 
1 E London Office: 53, VICTORIA STREET. 


*eovERED and ENAMELLEoD | THE CONCORDIA ELECTRIC WIRE Co, Ltd. 


COPPER & HIGH RESISTANCE 


STRIP and RIBBON. 
* TELEGRAMS: " Pollanite, Long Eaton." TELEPHONE: Long Eaton 249. 


ASBESTOS and ASBESTIN 


ccu | ENAMELLED COPPER ~ 


BELL WIRES & CORDS 
TELEPHONE CABLES & CORDS. 
CHARCOAL IRON WIRE. 


www w.| HIGH RESISTANCE 


FUSE WIRES. 
MEDICAL CORDS. 
INSULATING MATERIALS W | R E S. 
for ай classes of Electrical Apparatus. 
FLEXIBLE CORDS 2 Vietoria 4120. 


el"every Construction, Finish and Size. LONDON OFFICE & STORES: 155, Victoria St., S.W. 1. TELE: Vette, 
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Be guided 
by experience. 


TRAINS and stresses are the 

normal lot of a dry cell. Its 
capacity to withstand them deter- 
mines the length of its existence. 


Experience shows that it is just 

upon its reserve of strength that 

the WESTERN ELECTRIC BLUE 

BELL Dry CELL has built up its 

reputation, and become the 
recognised 


telephone battery for telephone users. 
FRESH STOCKS DAILY. 


Lu 
СЕ 
N Locat anp Lone DISTAN 


TELEPHONES 7с. 
ECTRIC pgeLLS E: 


Mestery- Electi) 


COMPANY LTD 
LONOON 


Western Electric Company Limited 
Works: N. WOOLWICH, E., & BEXLEY HEATH. 


Branch Offices : 
BELFAST, BIRMINGHAM, CARDIFF, GLASGOW, LEEDS, MANCHESTER, NE WCASTLE, 


SYDNEY, JOHANNESBURG, BUENOS AIRES, 


~ 
Pv, 
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Evershed & Vignoles, Ltd., it 
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Ferranti Ltd., 
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Hollinwood, Lancs. 


a | The General Electric Co. Lid., Hm 
Я London. d 
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E For accuracy and reliability —the two cardinal 2 * 
_ point: British Electrical Measuring Instruments 
1 stand above all similar articles of foreign manu- 
mi facture. There is good reason for this supremacy, 
7 


for the pioneer work in this industry was carried 
through by British brains and labour. The most 


In ther manu- 


Walsall Electrical Co. Ltd., 


Electrical Co. Lid. ae: 
A Manchester. сы 
A | 
2 € | Nalder Bros. & Thompson. Lid. r3 
% % % London. 3 
2, 2 A А . 
elaborate research, the finest skill and workman- % 2, ка е * Lid. 
: : 2 . . ‘ 
ship, have been devoted to the production of the `2. o London 
best possible instruments. % 2 | i 
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22 ^ | Record Electrical Co. Ltd., 5 
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| . 22 Ej 
E B 6 ti h M d El , Í 2. Siemens Brothers & Co. Ltd., us 
E ritis ade Electrica t Woolwich. ^ | || 
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Measuring Instruments а 
are sold under guarantee of the accuracy required Ьу the 
British Engineering Standards Association. 
facture thousands of British workpeople are employed. 


Walsall. 


| by reducing undesirable imports. , 


Strengthen British Commerce | 
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ULCANISE 
| omm FI FIBRE-- 


(Wate: proof Insulator). 


| DIAMOND FIBRE GO., LTD., мсн кш, тотен, LONDON, N.15. 


ONTARIO ШИТИ 
А new Buy-word 
for the community of 
Electric Lióht Users 


B.K.B. Electric Motors, Ltd. 
BRITISH MANUFACTURE THROUGHOUI1!. 


THE “ Featherweight.” 


7 wm 
ПШ i 41] uu lib 


ИШ 
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The smallest and lightest motor built for the power 
developed. The “ Featherweight” is totally 
enclosed, has a laminated field and is fitted with 
ball bearings. A high efficiency motor made in 
all sizes from one-hundredth to one-eighth H.P. 


(or d:rect-current. 
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PR 
Frame flic., 1/30 H.P., 2600 r. p. m. 
—— 


A Brillant British Product. 


ИШИ ИШИ LL HET 


BRILLIANT 
ECONOMICAL 
LASTING 


The B.K.B. Open-protected D.C. 
Motors —!/,, to 2 Н.Р. 


of moderate weight; ring lubrication 
throughout. Ample margin of power 
well constructed right through and 
nicely finished. 


Licensed and made v- der British Patents = 
Nos. 15530 of 1907, 23499 of 19,9, 8031 = 
of 1910, 17722 ot 1911 and 10918 of 1913, 


Proprietors : 


METROPOLITAN - VICKERS 
ELECTRICAL CO., LTD., 


Supply Dep 


14, Long Millgate, MANCHESTER. 


= ster and Sales ер, * fs 
179, Wardo A T ON DON St. Vincent St 


Eneure an adequate STOCK 


to meet the growing demand. 


ОООО ТИННИН 


FINSBURY COURT, 


MM ШОШ ИШ ШШШ ШИ ЇЇ 


= GLasuow: id, whe МТ St, "B in E I BAM ; 5, “Albion 

= meine КЫ Е 5 ue FINSBURY PAVEMENT, 

— K mh ridg wi ON * 

= i igh st S nicis Ar mn м. 4 ory "n kee Telephone No.: 5630/1 London Wal!. LONDON, E.C. 2. 
b. Wind St. owass ca. CALCUTTA, Ua. = Managing Agents: BERKELEY & YOUNG, Ltd. 
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VULCANISED INDIA-RUBBER 


CABLE, 


SWITCHGEAR, STARTERS, INSTRUMENTS, Etc. 
OELIVERIES FROM STOCK. 


ALL MANUFACTURED BY US IN LONDON. 
HEAD OFFICE & WORKS: ST. THOMAS STREET, LONDON, S.t 


WM. GEIPEL & 0°" CABLE WORKS WEMBLEY, LONDON. 


— 1 


** 
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* ELEVANJA" 


ELECTRIC MOTOR CONTROL GEAR. 


Automatic 
Motor Starter 
with pilot 
reversing 


switch. 


Coal Economy. 


— Get the utmost heat value from 
| your coal. It pays more than ever now 
that coal is scarce and the cost is rising. 


SEND US | 
PARTICULARS Sturtevant Mechanical Draught would 
ep 5 5 prove as sound an investment to you as 
REQUIREMENTS. | it has to hundreds of satisfied users. 


We have specialsed in this work for 
over fifty years. Write for our new Treatise 
on Mechanical Draught, No. U. 1072." 


— — n 


ELLISTON, EVANS & JACKSON, Ltd., 


13, CROSS STREET, FIN3BURY, E.C. 2. 


Engineering Co., Lti 
. LONDON 215 Telegrams : | ngineering O., Lt d., 
Telephone: WALL 7303 * ELEVANJA, LONT O SN." chori 


‘Lamp MAKING 


MACHINE 
| 


| . 

FOR SEALING, 
„з. FOOTING 2. 
ҮЙ FLANGING. 
_ cARLY DELIVERY 


ASSURED— SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED. 


Ji 
o 
Ta | 
x y | 
. 


| Neg | Machine can be Viewed 


"RA at the Works. 
М) мате, CALL OR PHONE 
B Manufactured by: 
tue WICK ENGINEERING 
SS co. LTD. 

SS | Ruvigny Gardens, Putney, 
ji l MEN 8.W. Telephone: Putney 2585 


A high-grade, quick- 
boiling, inexpensive 


TABLE KETTLE 


This Electric Kettle is the correct 
model for Domestic, Shop and Office 
use—carefully designed and fully guaran- 
teed for efficiency and reliability. 


WU SY 
MAL " ms 
This is the standard and most extensively These machines are made with 4 or 6 heads. 
used pattern which we have manufactured 
for the past 10 years. 


MADEIN SOLID COPPER in two finishes: 
—No. 476, Heavily nickel plated. No. 477, 
Highly polished Copper. Capacity, 2 pints. 
Weight. 24 lbs, Current consumption, 650 
watts. Standard voltages, 100/110, 200/220, 
230/250. 

Without exception the finest Kettle on 

the market. Write NOW for prices and . 

fullest information. 


FRED'BRABY&C?L»:; 
TANK MAKERS 


Premier Electric Heaters, Ld. 
258 260. Bradford St., B'ham. 


— — 
FCTEITIMILAIAÁ 


7 


MILD STEEL PLATE WORK, BLACK OR GALVANIZED 
STEEL CHIMNEY SHAFTS, SWITCHBOARD FRAMES. 


Chief Offices : 362 to 364, EUSTON ROAD, M. W. 1. 
л ]¶ͤ 12x d 
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D. & S. CHOKING TUBE FUSE 


HANDLE TYPE. 


Large numbers of these well-known 


Fuses have been used at the front, 
and have successfully passed the severe 
test of WAR conditions ; they may 
therefore be used under PEACE con- 


ditions with renewed confidence. 


Be careful to get the genuine 
D. & S. choking tube and not an 


inferior imitation. 


HANDLE TYPE UNMOUNTED. 


DORMAN & SMITH ut. 


ORDSAL ELEOTRICAL WORKS, SALFORD, MANCHESTER. 
LONDON OFFICE : 17, VICTORIA ST., WESTMINSTER, 8. . 7. 


SABINET & WOODWORK FOR ELECTRICIANS 


In Plain and Fanoy Woods. 


STANS J 
За өр 
etd 


MS uro 
bas І P 


FINEST 
FINISH. 


BEST 


Special Quotations on receipt of Drawings or Samples. 


BROWN & CO., 


WATERLOO SAW MILLS, 


73 to 85, McAlpine Street, GLASGOW. 


Telegrams: '" RoxEs, GLasaow.” Telephonee* CesTuat. RAR thes s littus 


SHADES 


AT LOW PRICES 
Conical Opals, 8", 9", 10" Fancy Glass Shades. 


BETTERWAY 


SILK BAND SHADES IN STOCK. 


Fancy Opal and Venetian Shades, complete 
with Carriers for Half-watt Lamps. 


WENHAM LIGHTING CORPORATION, 


184, GRAY’S INN ROAD, W.C. 1. 


LATAS 
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and TURNED PARTS 
Of High Accuracy in 
\ BRASS, STEEL. NICKEL. ETC 


i or 
| ELECTRICAL APPARATUS, 
MAGN ETOS. SCIENTIFIC 
INSTRUMENTS, CLOCKS, ETC. 
ANGLO -SWISS SCREW CO. LTD 
TAVIS OCK WORKS. WEST DRAYTON 
ems - Accuracy MIDDx. 7 
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Paragon Combined 
Switch and Fuse, 
600 volts. 


The switch illustrated is fitted with 
our well-known Kantark fuses. 
Blades are of hard-drawn h.c. copper, 
mounted on mica insulated metal bar. 


1$ 5 salem 


“МАД 


Contact blocks of hard-drawn brass 
fitted with presSure springs to ensure 
sound contact, and equipped with 
shield which makes it impossible for 
operator to touch live metal when the 
lid is open. 
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Case of best quality soft grev iron. 
fitted with earthing screw and black 
stove-enamelled. 


It is a particularly popular M. E. M. production invariably 
giving fullest satisfaction and highly economical service. 


— 
SIN 


M.E.M. productions represent to-day the Best Value obtain- 
able in Low Tension Switch and Fuse Gear, and effectively 
combine Simplicity with Efficiency, thus greatly minimising 
the stocking of spares and replacements. 


Bear M.E.M. in mind when next you need Electrical Gear—it will pay you. 


Midland Electric Mfg. Co., Ltd., 


Barford Street, Birmingham. 
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THE 


PORTABLE SCOOP CON 


Release your Wagons and Trucks by loading and unloading them quickly. 


For 
LOADING 
and Made in six 
UNLOADING Standard Sizes 
j MOTORS, from 14ft. to 24ft. 
WAGONS, and in widths of 
TRUCKS, ins. & 16ins. 
BARGES, 
SHIPS, 
&c. — 
Most adaptable for Self-contained 


with either Petrol 
Engine or Electric 
Motor. 


conveying Gas 

Coke, Chemicals, 

Coal, Bricks, Sand, 
&c. 
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wi ? v Е r И UM * 


"tuv à 


"a 


LOADING COAL FROM PILE INTO TRUCK. . 
These Conveyors are successfully at work in a large number of Gas and Electricity Works. 


Illustrated Literature sent on request. 
— SOLE SELLING AGENTS — 


C. Н. JOHNSON & SONS, LTD., 


(R1 Department), 


201 о а | Smedley Road, MAN CH ESTER. i а 
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SUNCO ELECTRIC FANS. 


Prices : right Quality : right 
Delivery : right now but you 
must send the order right now. 


— — — — 


The FAN Season is here and the public 
demand SUNCO ELECTRIC FANS. 
Do not disappoint your customers, get 


in a stock of reliable silent running 
attractive looking fans—SUNCO FANS. 


Made in all the sizes and types for which there is a 
definite demand. DESK, TABLE, WALL, CEIL- 
ING, RIGID BASE, SWIVEL, TRUNNION and 
OSCILLATING types are now available in all standard 
voltages. For ventilating large rooms or buildings— 
use SUNCO BOX or PROPELLER BLADE FANS. 


List 291 gives full particulars and prices of all 
models and contains valuable information on ven- 
tilating problems. Write for your copy now. 


Telegrams : 
^ SECABILIS, OX, 
LONDON." 


Telephone : 
GERRARD 7766 
(4 lines). 


118-120, CHARING CROSS ROAD, 
LONDON, ————————————- W.C. 2. 
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FOR EFFICIENCY IN MOTOR DESIGN USE 


“HOFFMANN ” 


BALL & ROLLER BEARINGS 


THE HOFFMANN 
MANUFACTURING CO., LTD., 


CHELMSFORD, 
ESSEX. 


Profitable, because people 
ask for “Z's” again. 


The fact that sales of Z. Lamps are so 
consistently and constantly increasing is, in 
itself, undoubted proof of the merits of this 
well-known brand of Lamp. You will find that 
once a customer has used Z. Lamps he will 
insist always in future on having this make, and 
for this reason Z. Lamps are one of the best 
lines you can handle. 
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Write now for our One-Watt and Half- 
Watt Lamp List and Trade terms. 


THE “Z” ELECTRIC LAMP MFG. CO., LTD., 


Sales Office and Works: SOUTHFIELDS, LONDON, S.W.18. 


| Depots : 
GLASGOW—40. wEST CAMPBELL ST. BIRMINGHAM— 5, CHURCH ST.. COLMORE RUW. 


NEWCASTLE—MILBURN NGUSE. MANCHESTER—60. LONGO MILLGATE. 
BRISTOL—59, VICTORIA ВТ. DUBLIN—5. SOUTH ANNE 5T. 
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Z- way Underground Disconnecting Link Box. 


The Macintosh Cable Co, 


‘Electrical Engineers, Cable Makers and Contractors, 


DERBY: ) | | RPOOI 
CONTRRONDON ap. | LIVE : uin | 


Ashbourne Road Mills. .. 22/3, Jewin Street. ` Rice Lane, Walton. 
Telephone 1200 Ba | ‚ “Lark Barb.” | „ Conductor Liverpeel.” 


1603 City, |] 73 Wakea. 
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ordinated, then it becomes a unit of plant, 
efficient and. reliable. Such is 
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Ў \ V i LECTRIC Power in relationship to the 3 
J= = welfare of the community is the prime = 
= | ПЕ | necessity as a means of increased pro- =A 
p LL wu duction. Tothis end cheap and abundant =N 
E | й | \ | electric power is required to be available every- = 
= = ==} where—not only іп town environments (whence — 0 
у == | \ it may be transmitted by underground cables), but = 
= / also in more remote places, to reach which re- = 
== | B ‘ quires Overhead Transmission. An overhead =A 
= transmission line must be engineered as а com- =A 
у= plete unit of plant, and not a conglomeration of = 
= more or;less ill-assorted parts. If, and when, a = 
(= transmission line is so engineered and co- =A 
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y^ The design and manufacture of transmission = 
line material and high voltage equipment, and == 
the erection of transmission lines and outdoor == 


sub-slalions complete, i. e., Electric Transmission 
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{= TWISS ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION L72 : = 
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The “ Delta” Dry Cell 

has a reputation for 

efficiency and consistent 
High Quality. 


М \ \ 
\ N N NN NN 
AK 


SS 


LURES 


LARGE OUTPUT. 
High Recuperative Power. 
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N — 83-87, Farringdon Road, 

—— LONDON, E. c. 
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/А Y 74-76, Veritas House, 
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Gt. Clyde St., Rochdale Rd., 
" GLASGOW, MANCHESTER. 
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RICHES GREEN 


— — — — 


— — 


& CO. 
E & FLOOR 


—— 

STANDARDS, CHANDELIERS, 
and WALL BRACKETS, in Carved Wood 
in Colours for hight 


Manufacturers Of TABL 
PENDANTS 


at our Showrooms. 
" r 


е cordially invited to write for 
t our Showrooms. 


Wholesalers and Exporters ar 


Prices, or Call a 
RICHES GREEN & CO., 


es and Showrooms 7 


181, Victoria Street, LONDON, S.W. 1. 
Telephone : 30 notaria: 
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Memory &—that Mark 


There are many in the Elec- 
trical industry to-day who 
have known the J. P. Mark 
for many years, some for 
. nearly half a century — апа 
those who know It best as- 
sociate it with a standard of 
excellence In Cables. and Elec- 
trical Plant rarely, If ever, 
maintained consistently over 
. 80 long a perlod. 


Therefore memory helps us, 
but in these days of rapid 


progress and new movements 
It Із essential the value of this 
Mark should be constantly 
emphasised. 


We are proud of the repu- 
tation It enjoys— we are de- 
termined that that reputation 
shall remain unsullied, and 
we state quite definitely 
here and now that it can, 
to-day and always, be re- 
garded as a guarantee of 


excellence. 


Johnson & Phillips, LP 


Cable Makers & Electrical Engineers since 75. 


Charlton, LONDON, S. E. 7. 


City Office: 12, Union Court, Old Broad St., Е.С. 2. 


Branches at :—BIRMINGHAM : 206, Corporation Street; GLASGOW: 159, West 
Geerge Street; CARDIFF: 2a, Court Read; MANCHESTER: 251, Deansgate. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE : 44b, Blackett Street; PORTSMOUTH : Cleveland 
Road, Gosport; and SWANSEA: 12, Heathfield Street. | f 
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[CHADWELL HEATH. LONDON | 


GUARANTEED for FIVE YEARS 


to keep in stock without deterioration. 
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Fuller’s 1920 Inert Cell has all the excellent qualities 
of the Fuller Dry Cell, serves the same purposes, and in 
addition will keep almost indefinitely in any climate without 
losing any of its power. In fact, its capacity compared under 


entirely equal conditions with that of Dry Cells is from 
25% to 50% better. 


It is particularly euitable for use in places abroad where Dry 
Cells are affected by the climate and during transport. 
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Made in Round and Square Types. 


PARTICULARS OF STANDARD TYPES, 


E. M.. Internal | 
when filled. | Resistance. 3 ity. Overall Dimensions. | Weight. 
Approx. Approx. E Inches. Ibs. ozs. 
volts. ohms. MEM 


MOLL por re trt weg n 
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SQUARE TYPES 
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ROUND TYPES 
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70 
50 
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струс WORKS E 
M cy, Woodland Мота seek 


» a HEATH. ES 


PRICES ON APPLICATION, 


FULLER’S UNITED ELECTRIC WORKS, Ltd. 


Works: - WOODLAND WORKS, CHADWELL HEATH, ESSEX. 
General Sales Offices : 


IDDESLEIGH HOUSE, CAXTON ST., WESTMINSTER. 


MTOM 


TOLL 


To render active it is simply necessary to fill the 
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= | x : Telegrams : Blocbat, Vic. London.“ Telephone : Victoria, 6863-4. 

Ed| i cell with water. After a few minutes mote ; 

Ed! [| water is required to replace that absorbed. } Midland Branch : Scottish Branch : - 

be cell is then a freshly-made Dry Cell. Any; 3, New St, BIRMINGHAM. 200-208, St. Vincent St, GLASGOW. |Ё 
: surplus water can be emptied out after a few hours. Telegrams: "Fullerite, Birmingham." Telegrams: Central 2635. = 
J AAA qe ETUR OS. Telephone: Central 3613. Telephone: Central 2635. = 
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| TIME | 
RECORDERS ` 


the Key to 


Every minute in the largest 
Works and the smallest Factory 
must be guarded if the problem 
of increased production is to be 
solved. The Blick systemof time 
recording ensures this. Simple 
and efficient to the highest point 
—the day, hour and EXACT 
MINUTE are registered when 
employees enter and leave. 
Modern card methods. Racks 


for any number of workmen. 


Write for Booklet "11." It tells 
you quite a lot about the organisation 


of Works. 


174, Gray's Inn Road, London, W.C. 


CARELS 


DIESEL and STEAM 
ENGINES 


Diesel Oil Engines—Drop Valve and Uniflow Steam Engines. 


(GHENT, BELGIUM) 


These well-known Slow Speed 
Diesel Engines and Heavy 
Steam Engines can now be 
suprlied to all parts of the world. 


All Communications should be 
addressed to the London Office: 


HEATH & SERENA, 


Carlton House, Regent Street 
Waterloo Place, London, S.W. 1. 


'Phone : Regent'3484. Grams: Dleiseiben, Piccy, London. 


RECONSTRUCTION. 


BLICK TIME RECORDING DEVICES, 


HENLEY 


Joint Box 


Compounds 
and 


Compound 
Buckets. 


H ENLEY Compound Buckets 

are of specially stout con- 
struction. They are made in heavy 
gauge sheet steel, with rivetted 
joints, and are heavily galvanised. 
APPROXIMATE CAPACITY - 22 lbs. 

(filled to within 2 in. of the top) (10 kg.) 
WEIGHT EACH - - 131. 6 kg) 


EIN Le, 


JOINT BOX 
COMPOUNDS. 


Henley Compounds are carefully mixed to 
give the best results for the particular circum- 
stances for which they are provided. A wide 
experience in the manufacture AND USE OF 
insulating compounds enables us to assist you 
at any time you have difficulty in deciding 
upon the most suitable compone, for your job. 


[QuoTATIONs ON APPLICATION. | 


W. T. HENLEY'S TELEGRAPH 
WORKS COMPANY, LTD., 
BLOMFIELD STREET, 
LONDON, E.C.2. 


SERVICE 
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“SWIFT” CONTACTS- | vro DRY CELL 


HEAVY GAUGE METAL, 
(SACK ELEMENT) 


WIDE SPRINGS, 


BOTH TERMINALS |; 
ONE END. 


Meets the demand 
for a genuine HIGH 
CLASS DRY CELL 
having Great Ca- 
pacity and Long 
Shelf Life. 


Standard Size 
64” x 24" 
Prices for large or 
small quantities on 

| application. 


10° Opal 
BOWLS. 


12° Opal 


21" P.B. CAST BELL PUSHES. 
5-a. FLUSH SWITCHES. 


7 
з BELLs, TELEPHONE" | 
NITION, and all Purpos | 


FLASH-LAMP and 


INTER | for which TU TORCH 

12" P.B. BOWL FITTINGS. er CURT ( BATTERIES. 
Cast Ceiling Plates, Hooked Bands, and Chains. lin очите | жанан 
ALL ABOVE FROM STOCK. h 

at FIN Send for List. 


THE 


SWIFT ELECTRICAL LTD., 


25, Castle Street, | 
ams» Falcon Square, E. C. i. 
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Manufacturers : 


Т. E. SLAUGHTER & 00., 


Limited, 
172, Church Road, 
Mitcham, 
London, S.W. 
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Maintained 
Efficiency. 


CFC Е Ve | Ora este Parsons’ Steam Turbines are 


"БУ" с c 


as US w OS nS! 


designed and constructed to 


die the highest possible | 
2-0 1 — efficiency. This efficiency ll 
| 


1 is maintained after years | 

= KW of service. The simple con- | | 
e struction, low peripheral |! 

PE SN Au. A { 

Е speeds, small number о! { 
Eu S 3 bearings and effective lubri- | 


cation of the Parsons’ reaction | 
turbine make it the most | 


` T У. 
К" "HP a. AR 


RSS o NM J | | 
r 24. _ satisfactory plant for Central | 


Л ns 
PM. D 
" “4 E. 


“м "c м 24 САА t Le B". 
E A Lie iocos té DES P Ир 8 tation work. 
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Turbo-Alternators, in the background, three 750-kp. Turbines and D.C. Generators 


| C. A. PARSONS & CO., Ltd. |. 


M 


Hcaton Works, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


| London Office: 8, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 
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Brilliant Light | 


— at Low Cost 7 | 


i XCEL 
LAMPS 


SIEMENS BROTHERS Cob 


Manufacturers 


38-39 Upper Thames Street” 
LONDON * E'C* x di 


and at 
BIRMINGHAM BRISTOL 
CARDIFF GLASGOW 
MANCHESTER NEWCASTLE 
SHEFFIELD SOUTHAMPTON 
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— (B — 


Pendants. Indirect and 
Standards. Semi- indirect | 


[ 


Statuettes. Lighting. 
Smokers Sets. Ceramic Standards. 


Visit our Showrooms : 


CHRISTIAN BERGH ELECTRIC CO., LTD., 


Bank Chambers, 329, High Holborn. | 


mz ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES С, 


LONDON: THE LIGHTHOUSE, PROPRIETORS : 
——— АНЬ 


233, TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, E MANCHESTER : 10, GREENWOOD sT 
TE L E PHONES: 2516—2517 M 


USEUM. AL 
GRAMS | ^ ELECSDLICO OR T DON." E. S. Co., Ltd.| tetecrams & TELEPHONE: “CITY 5794." 


CRABTRE ' QUICK-MAKE 


QUICK-BREAK 


MANCHESTER. 


TUMBLER SWITCHES. 
AD, 


-4N Fig. 5115—BAILEY’S GYROMETER 
} (or TACHOMETER).— Highest possible accuracy and 


zax "5"! embodies all the most desirable features which we have found 


| : у years experience as manufacturers for the 
Admiralty and Leading Engine Makers, &c, 


: à A very necessary and high- 
»» ud 5 RE indicating and recording Steam, Air, Gas and 
Standard Type Gyrometer. ares at any distance from th 

At made for the Admiralty, &o., in large numbers.) For 20/300 1bs. ее 


Sir W. Н. BAILEY & Со. Ltd., n 


MANCHESTER. 
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he Oil Switch 


р | {ог | 


Large Power Stations. 


Form H. Motor Operated Oil Switch. 


This Oil Switch, of proved reliability has a record of service 

unequalled by any other switch in the world ; 497 being installed in 

some of the largest Generating Stations in the United Kingdom alone. 
. To enable prompt deliveries of extra high tension Switchgear 


to be made, Form H. Oil Switches are carried in stock. 


Write for Illustrated List RE 256 on Form H. Oil Swilches. 


The British Thomson-Houston Co. Ltd. 


Electrical Engineers and Manufacturers, 


Head Office and Works - - - - Rugby, England. 


xxiv THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [June 25, 1920, 


SMALL POWER L POWER LIGHTING - | 
ELECTRIC MOTORS | ACCESSORIES 


/ to ½ Н.Р. FROM STOCK. 
D.C. and А.С. | Fusesoarps, 


COUNTERWEIGHTS. 
CEILING ROSES, 


HOLDERS, 
VENTILATING FANS, | switcues, 
DESK and BRACKET SHADES, ETC. 
PATTERNS, also —— 
PORTHOLE TYPE. ALL ASSOCIATION 
LAMPS. 


SMALL GRINDING & “ XCEL” ELECTRIC 


POLISHING MOTORS, IRONS, GRILLERS 
and KETTLES. 
PORTABLE DRILLS, 


ETC. 
jet BERRY'S PATENT FOOL- 
XN желш PROOF SWITCHGEAR and 
—" SEND US YOUR ENQUIRIES. SWITCHBOARDS. 


Telephones : 
ELECTRIC, LTD., m=] sze 
“з BIRMINGHAM, 798 MIDLAND. 
MANCHESTER, 3908 Cirx. 
LONDON : BIRMINGHAM : 
The Switch House, Suffolk Works, 
85, Newman St., W. 1. Oozells Street. [EF 
MANCHESTER: 65, King Street. 88 


Miniature Precision 


D.C. Instruments 


Complete 
with 
Flexible 
Lead. 


Model 279 Battery Testing Voltmeter. 
Weight, 11°6 oz. 


For full particulars write for LIST D 3 to 


Weston Electrical Instrument Co., Ltd., 


Audrey House, Ely Place, Holborn, London, E.C. 1. 


Telegraphic and Cable Address: PIVOTED, LONDON." А B С or Lieber's Code. Telephone: 2029 Holborn. 


ННЦ — 


WESTON 


—— — 
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P. & G. E. P. S. 
ESTABLISH ED 1889 ESTABLISHED 1882 


AMALGAMATED 


„ая maro mc. „ 


AND NOW с 
EGY 2 77 
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PRITCHETT & GOLD 
ELECTRICAL POWER STORAGE CO., LTD., | 


БО, GROSVENOR GARDENS, VICTORIA, LONDON, S. W. i. 
Telephone: Telegrams: 
Victoria 8607 (4 lines). Storage, Sowest, London.“ 
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ретт Specify C- TS 
snd lessen the 
danger of weakening 
_, || Joists by excessive 
cutting away. 
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DECORATIVE 
ELECTRIC LIGHT| 
FITTINGS | 


in all Metals and Finishes. 


HALL LAMPS, PENDANTS, CEILING 
ELECTROLIERS, BRACKETS, TABLE STANDARD; 


Cory or 
осв NEW CATALOGUE 


im, e o G N 5 — : | 
b Т T | 19: V) aue 
[ “jl iM A > a | 
СЫ А ш ul 
— N 


in you an 


XCEL 


STOCKIST ? 


If not, write for Pamphlets’ 


XCEL IRON, 
XCEL KETTLE, 
XCEL COOKER, 


The All British Electrical 
Apparatus. 


THEY BRING REPEAT ORDERS. 


| BIRTH.—On the 1st June, 1920, | 


DRAKE A206. 


WM. MCGEOGCH & C0., 12: 


Electrical Engineers and Brasefoundere. 


DRAKEGGORHAM WHOLESALE) | ессе ean 


28, West Campbell St., Warwick Works, 


to the Xcel family, a Wire- Drawn 
Lamp, Cousin to the above. 


GLASGOW. BIRMINGHAM. 
стоне " - 67, Long Aere, w. c. 2. Branches : 
MANCHESTER * . e * 29, Pi ns] 
GLASGOW - - - 80, Wellington NE 90, Charing Cross Rd., 30, Cloth Market 
LIVERPOOL " : 


- Gla, Bold Street. LONDON, W.C. 2. NEWCASTLE 
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Points that Matter. 


When you buy a motor—buy a 
Quality Motor—one with a rep- 
utation to maintain — like a 
“ Сгу pt o” 

Examine a Crypto machine, 
and you will be struck by the 
rugged strength, the ample pro- 
portions, the attention paid to 
detail—all of which tend to ensure 
long and satisfactory service. 
We'd like to quote you. 


The Crypto Electrical em La, Protected Type D.C. Motor. 
Dept. C, — —— Crypto Works, 
Acton Lane, —————————- Willesden. 

| LONDON, N.W. 10. 


Wires: “Commutator-Harles-London.” 
—’Phone : 2240 Willesden (4 lines).— 


BOOTHROYD MOTORS. 


ТЕ ЕЕН : BOOTLE 420 
GRAMS: “COMMUTATOR, LIVERPOOL.” 


These Machines are the Result of over 20 years’ Experience in the design and manufacture 
of Direct Current Dynamos and Motors. 


GUARANTEED RELIABLE. 


Send your Enguiriee for 
Agant for Birmingham and District: 


DIRECT-CURRENT MOTORS & DYNAMOS 
" me Measaa PURIT SPECIALTIES, Ltd., 


Н. Т. BOOTHROYD, Ltd. 27, Bark Street, Birmingham. 
Works :-—BOOTLE, LIVERPOOL. Toleprams : < Ritepec, Birmingham.” à ; Telephone: Conival M06. 
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CONTRACTORS’ COLUMN. 


Owing information is published in the interests of electrical contractors and others who are seeking for openings for new busines 


largo. this cannet always be guaranteed. 


ALDERSHOT.—Schools and handicraft centre for the U.D.C.; the Clerk. 

ALLOA.—Extensions, Municipal Buildings; Burgh Surveyor. 

ALTHORPE (DowcasrkR).— Works for the Southern Cotton & Oil Co. (Great 
Britain), Ltd. 

AMBLECOTE (Sroursrivce).—Foundry, Old Wharf Road, 
Attwood, Ltd. | 

ANNAN.—Houses for the T.C.; J. B. Gladstone, architect, 100, High Street, 
Lockerbie. 

AYR.—Extension of tuberculosis hospital (£4,750); J. Young, burgh surveyor. 

BANBURY.—Works for Fenton & Radcliffe, Coventry. Houses for the T.C.; 
H. E. Jarvis, architect, Rotherham. 

BARNOLDSWICK.—New Sunday school premises for 
tional Church. 

BATHFORD.—Additions, North Bridge Street, for the Bathgate Bonanza, Ltd. 


BATLEY CARR (Yorks.).—Bank, Town Street, for the London Joint City & 
Midland Bank, Ltd., London. 
BEDFORD.—Kinema, Mill Street, for the Bedford Picture Theatre Syndicate. 


BIRKENHEAD, —Alterations, 112, Grange Road, for Bairnson & Nolan, out- 
fitters. Alterations and additions to the Infirmary, Tranmere 
Road, for В. of G.; E. Kirby & Sons, 5, Cook Street, Liverpoul. 
Alterations, 340-348, New Chester Road, Rock Ferry, for Messrs. 
Austin, house furnishers. 

BIRMINGHAM .—229 houses; F. T. Cox, Housing Director, Market Buildings, 

| Moat Lane. 

BIRTLEY (Co. Оикилм). —Вапк, for Barclay’s Bank, Ltd. 


BLACKBURN.—Conversion of old Conservative Club premises, 

Street, into Jewish Synagogue; Rabbi. 

END  (Bucks.).—Alterations to the Railway 

architect, Marlow. 

BOWLAND.—Housing scheme for the R.D.C.; H. Gradwell, architect, Black- 
burn. 

BRAMPTON (Ссмвекі лхо). —Сопаре hospital for the War Memorial Com- 
mittee; T. Beaton, hon. secretary. 

BRIDLINGTON.—Extension of Prince's Parade 
Borough Surveyor. 

BRIGG (Lincs.).—Alterations and new show rooms for J. E. Green, house 
furnisher, Bigby Street. 

BRIDGNORTH (Sarop).—32 houses for the T.C.; the surveyor. Alterations 
for Lloyds Bank, Ltd., London. 

BURNHAM (Soxkxszr).— Houses for the U. D.C.; the surveyor, 


BURNLEY.—Art gallery and museum, near Bank Hall; Exors. of late J. W. 
Thompson, J.P., Oak Bank. 

BURTON AGNES (Yonks.).—Reinstatement Burton Agnes Hall; Capt. T. L. 
Wickham-Boynton. 

BUXTON.—Reconstruction of Midland Hotel and the Natural Baths (£25,000) ; 
Surveyor to the Council. 

CALVERLEY.—Housing scheme for U.D.C.; W. Walker, Surveyor to the 


for Jones & 


Trustees, Congrega- 


Clayton 


BOURNE Hotel; Mr. Rowe, 


with block ofí premises; 


Council. 

CARLISLE.—Electric light installation, Holy Trinity Church; Rev. R. W. A. 

royd, vicar. Bank premises, Devonshire Street and Lowther 

Street. Alterations, Victoria Hotel, for F. Fairbairn; S. W. B. 
Jack, architect, 19, Lowther Street. 

CARLUKE (Co. LANARK).— Housing scheme (54 houses) at Sandy Road; A. W. 
Paterson, District Clerk. 

CASTLE-DOUGLAS.—Houses for the T.C.; W. F. Crombie, architect, Ben- 
more, and 98, Irish Street, Dumfries. 

CHESTER.—Headquarters and hostel for the Y.M.C.A.; the secretary. Handi- 
craft centre, Training College, and extensions to County Schools 
(215,000), for Cheshire E.C.; Mr. Beswick, County Architect, 
Chester. 

CHIRK.—Housing scheme; Berrington, Son & Watney, architects, Prudential 
Chambers, Wolverhampton. 
COBHAM.—24 houses for Epsom R.D.C.; L. 

Place, Pal! Mall, S.W. 
CREWE.—Pavilion at Ear! of Crewe Hotel, Nantwich Road; licensec. 
DEWSBURY.—Extension of the Technical Schools (£17,500); Secretary to the 

Education Committee. 

DOBCROSS (Sapptewortn).—Weaving mill extensions; Co-operative Whole- 
sale Society, Balloon Street, Manchester. 

ECCLES.—Additional Municipal Offices; Borough Engineer, Eccles. 

EGHAM.—Extensions to Isolation Hospital for the U.D.C.; the Clerk. 

ELLESMERE PORT.—New labour hall for Trades and Labour Council. 

ENNISKILLEN .—Cottage hospital at the Royal School; Secretary, Portora 

War Memorial Committee. 

ESTON (MIDDLESBROUGH).—Houses for the U.D.C.; survevor. Premises, Ann 

Street, for the Co-operative Society; the secretary. 
FARSLEY (Vonxs.).— Garage at Stanningley Hall for Wilson Lodge. 
FAVERSHAM.—Extensions, West Street, for Timothy White Co., Ltd., 

chemists, Portsmouth. 
FIFESHIRE.—Schoo! at Rosyth (£35,000); R. H. Motion, architect, Dunferm- 


Martin, architect, Waterloo 


line. 
FLEETWOOD.—Additional warehouses; L. & Y. Ry. Co., Hunt's Bank, 
Manchester. 


GATESHEAD.—Bakery for the Gateshead Co-operative Society, Ltd.; Archi- 
tect’s Department, C. W. S., West Blandford Street, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

GLASGOW .—Picture house, 460, Lanchiehal Street; Ideal Improvement Syndi- 
cate, Ltd., London. Offices for the Lanarkshire E.C.; the Clerk, 
Glasgow. 

GORTON.—Extensions; Beyer, Peacock & Co., Ltd., engineers. 

HEMSWORTH = (Yorks.).—Conversion of Hemsworth Hall into a Secondary 
school for West Riding Education Authorities; Architect, Educa- 
tion Department, County Hall, Wakefield. 

HENLEY-ON-THAMES.—Houses for the R. D. C.; 
architects, 11, Friar Street, Reading. 

IIEXHAM.— Houses. &c., Hexhamshire Estate, for Northumberland С.С. 
(£30,000); A. P. Ker, County Land Agent, Moot’ Hall, Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

HIRWAIN (AserDare).—150 houses for the Vaynor and Pendervn R.D.C.; 
F. T. James, clerk, 134, High Street, Merthyr Tydfil.” 

HOOLE (Cuester).—Council Chamber and Offices, 160 ‘houses. for the 

.D.C.; F. Davies, architect, 14, Newgate Street, Chester. 

HUDDERSFIELD.—Extension of Britannia Works for J. Hopkinson & Co., 
Ltd., Crosland Moor; J. Ainley, architect, 3, Chapel Hill. 

HULL.—Reinstatement factory and warehouse, Queen Street; T. J. Smith & 
Ne hew, 

KILMARNOCK.—Alterations to 38, John Finnie Street for Lymburner & 
Bryson, tailors. Buildings for J. & M. Craig (Shanks & Co., Ltd. 
Proprietors) (£5,000); the manager. ' 

ККА Кол of Ribby-with-Wrea Church; secretary to the Church 

ouncil. | 

LANCASTER .—Detached residence, Hest Bank; 
tects, 43, Church Street. 

LEEDS.—Enlargement of laboratory accommod 
tary to the Senate, 

LEITH.—Alterations, Market House. Tolbooth Wynd, for 
drapers. А 

W.C.—Extensions at the Cosmo Hotel, Southam 

Cosmo Hotel (London), Ltd. М. Vincent, Мы Dice i 

(BrERMONDSEY, S.E.).—New baths and wash-houses; Borough Surveyor 

(STRATFORD, E.) Additions to Central Secondary School: J.H 
. , Jacques. architect, 2, Fen Court. Fenchurch Street, ЕС. `7 

MANSEIELD.—Premises, Bancroft Lane, for the Mansfield and Sutton Co- 

operative Society, Ltd. i D 


Willcox & Greena way, 


Jackson & Jacken, archi- 
ation at the “University; Secre- 


Messrs. Jeffrev, 
LONDON, 


. 


this column. and ever саге js taken to ensure that the information ! 
but t will be understood that ín a matter where eo many correspondents are engaged and vh 5 
If alleged eiss reported to the 


ere the amount of 

they will be 
RAINFORD (Sr. HELINS).— Houses for the U 

tects, George Street, St. Helens. 

RICHMOND-ON-THAMES.—Additions to Devonshi Lodge 
Кэ DE m deu architect. oui ‚ Petersham 
RICKMA H (Herts.).—52 houses for the U. D. «t 
tect, High Street, С.; S. Dawe, ardi 
RUFFORD (MaNsFIEgLD).—150 houses for the Southwell R.D.C 
RUSHDEN (Nortnants.).—42 houses for the U.D.C.; the su 
ST. HELENS.—Glass works extensions; Pilkington Bros. 
SACRISTON (Co. DunHAM).—Probable rebuilding of Daisy Hill Co-operative 
Man. 


ot to be handled te va} 


-D.C.; Biram & Fletcher, archi. 


+> the clerk. 
rveyor. 


Stores, Witton Gilbert (damaged by fire, £40,000); General 


ager. 
SILSDEN (Voss) Council school, Hothfield Street, for W. R. Count; 
А Council; Education Architect, Wakefield. р. 
SLOUGH (Bucks.).—Motor body works, Wexham Road, for 
port Co., Ltd. У | the Motor Trans 
SOUTHAMPTON.—New Taunton School for the Borough E. C.; the Clerk 
SPENNYMOOR (Co. DunHAM).—Enlargement of school, North Road: А. ) 
Dawson, Director of Education, County Education Offces. 
STAFFORD.—New church in Weston Road, adjoining Littleworth Sch: 
Rev. J. R. Lumb, priest-in-charge, St. John’s Church, 
STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—Brickyards, Grange Farm, for R. Blackett & Sons 
Darlington. un 
STOKESLEY.—Tuberculosis sanatorium for West Hartlepool and Middies 
brough T.C.s. 
STOURBRIDGE.—Premises, Hagley Road, for A. Orford. Additions to the 
Plough Hotel, Wollaston, for Mitchells & Butlers, Ltd., Oldbury 
Workshops and stores, Green Street, for E. Baylie & Co., Lid. 
STRATFORD-ON-AVON.— Reconstruction of premises, 17 and 18, High 
Street, for the Т.С. 
SWANSEA.—Saw mills, &c., East Dock, for John Lewis & Co. (£90,000). 
oU ш for the East Riding of Yorks E.C.; ]. Bickersteth, 
clerk. 

TRURO.—Houses for the T. C.; the Surveyor. i 
WAKEFIELD.—Addition to Albion Mills, Horbury Bridge; Marriott, Son 
and Shaw, Church Street Chambers, Dewsbury. 
WALKDEN.—Bank premises (junction of Bolton Road and Manchester Road); 
managing director, Union Bank of Manchester. 
WALTON-LE-DALE.—Workshops in Moon Street, Bamber Bridge, for J. 

Seed. 
WARRINGTON.—Extensions; Dallam Forge Co. 
WATFORD.—Box factory, Delectaland Works, for the Watford Manufacturing 


Co., Ltd. 

WENDOVER (Bucks).—30 houses; T. E. Theakeston, architect. 

eee and child welfare centre; surveyor 10 
U. D.C. 

WHITBY.—Salvage works at Spital Bridge; Surveyor to U. D.C. 

WIN DSOR.—Alterations, &c., 5, 7, and 9, Sheet Street, for Burfoot & Son. 

WITHNELL (NEAR CHonLEY).—Club premises (£2,000); Secretary, Discharge 
Soldiers’ Federation. 

WOBURN SANDS (Beps.).—Saw mills, for the Kensington Timber Co. 

WOODSTOCK (Oxon.).—Houses, for the T.C.; H hite, architect, A, 
Staverton Road, Oxford. 

WORSLEY.—Rebuilding at Worsley New Hall; Lord Ellesmere. 

WREXHAM.—Alterations, &с., to the Wynnstay and Blossoms Hotels, fo 
Bent’s Brewery Co. Labour Exchange premises (£90,000) for the 
Ministry of Labour. _ 

YORK.—Reinstatment St. Maurice’s Church, Monkgate; the Vicar. 
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SILUMINITE 


FOR HEAT AND ELECTRICAL RESISTANCES. 
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THE SILUMINITE INSULATOR CD.. LTD. 


„ sourwacc. MIDDLESEX. pass ы c 


n 8 — 
x ese instruments 
For Direct = — — ue — are self-contained. 
The ranges of the 
and Ammeter are 
| . altered by а special . 
A ternating floating terminal. 
The movements 
Currents. are dead-beat. 


EVERSHED AND 
VIGNOLES, LTD., 


Acton Lane Works, Chiswick, London, W. 4. 


TEAK BOARDS AND PLANKS. 
MAHOGANY BOARDS. 


———— 


R. M. TURNER & HUNTERS, LTD., 


Wansbeck Road, Victoria Park, 
LONDON, E.9. 


111 


We are makers of every 
description of 


Cable Drums. 
Collapsibles, 


DRUMS! —: 
DRUMS!! 
DRUMS!!! 


ROS 


SEND US 
YOUR 
INQUIRIES. 


EAMES B 


———Stanley Works—— 


в 9 WEMBLEY, N.W. 


ELECTRIC COOKING 
APPLIANCES 


8} Propitius 
Are accepted as the type 


(ARRON 
— 
par excellence, and embrace 
STEAMING OVENS, WATER BOILERS, 
RANGES, COOKERS, HOT CLOSETS 
and CARVING TABLES, GRILLERS, etc. 


Installed in the leading 


HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, HYDROS, HOSPITALS 

and INFIRMARIES, INSTITUTIONS, SCHOOLS, 

INDUSTRIAL CANTEENS, STEAMSHIPS, etc.. 
and adopted by H.M. Government. 


On view at the Company's Berners Street Show- 
rooms, where particulars can be obtained. Write 
for No. 24G Free Illustrated Pa mphlet. 


( ARRON (COMPANY 


C силоттю = 


Works CARRON, STIRLINGSHIRE. 
Branch Works—Fheenix Foundry, ‘SHEFFIELD. 
Showrooms—Lowpow: 15, Upper Thames Street, E.C.4, and 50, 


Berners Street. W. 1: also at LIVERPOUL, GLAsGOW, EDINBURGH, 
BRISTOL, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE and BIRMINGHAM. 


CONSOLIDATED CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 


AMALGAMATING THE CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENTS OF 
DICK, KERR & CO., LTD., and J. @. WHITE & co., LTD., 
9 CLOAK LANE, CANNON ST., LONDON. 


UNDERTAKES CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS 
OF ANY MAGNITUDE OR DESCRIPTION IN 
THE UNITED KINGDOM OR ABROAD. 


— 


Agents In Argentine. Australia. Brazil. China. Ecuador, Mexico, 
New Zealand, United States. Uruguay Venezuela, etc. 
Also conneotions in all countries. 


——————————— 


CoNTRACTS EXECUTED BY CONSTITUENT COMPANIES 
— EXCEED £20000000. — 
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COMBINED GRILLER and HOT CLOSET. 


Specially: made for fixing into a fireplace or recess. Com- 
prising Three Grilling Compartments, Hot Closet, full length 
and depth of apparatus, heated by spare heat from Grillers, 
complete with Tile Surrounds. 


No. 10 


CABLE CONNECTOR 


(PATENT FLURY), 


GREAT SAVING OF LABOUR. 
Quick and Easy Fittin$—no Soldering 


APPLY FOR SAMPLES AND OFFERS ro- 
THE DELTAVIS CO.'S Sole Agents; 


C. MEIER-MATTES & Co, 


Cannon Street Bulldings, London, E. c. 


TELEPHONE: CITY 3376. 


Leading Suppliers of Swiss Precision Parts, Metal Screws, dc, 


No. 434. 


Each Grilling Compartment 
is independently controlled. 
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Surplus Government Stock of absolutely new 


FULLER'S BLOCK TYPE JJ dd 
ACCUMULATORS | [E STEATITE 

AT MUCH BELOW MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES. У ins ul ators 
ао. КОР ACCURACY 


in Teak Case, 
Brass Hinges, 


ee eser ММ 
\ - э 
— 


Now used by many of the leading electrical manufac- 


outside Terminals г ; ; 
and solid Leather turers, insulators of Steatite are recognised as vastly 
is Mines EN superior to those of any moulded material. Steatite in- 
Internal short- eir- sulators are MACHINED to shape and size and can 
cuiting impossible. , 
file ah aas be turned out as accurately as metal parts. Our unique, 
(actugl) complete experience of the manufacture of Steatite components; 
: „ extends over half a century and we shall be pleased / ö 
Subsite җон ina is Дф to quote for quantities of any design on receipt ol, 
I and solid Leather {> drawings. 
Strap. Ae : | у 
Will hold their charge КА, Write to-day for BOOKLET & SAMPLE., ÆRE 
for months. ds н ED 
É sU A à few AM. SUGG & C0., LTD., БЕУ 
pence. 2 i E 


Agents required. 75 at ү. Ranelagh Works, Chapter St., S. W. I. 
* "Phone; Vic. 2668. 
8-cell, 6-volt pattern. 
Suitable for Motor Lighting, Garage, Shop, Store, 
Stable, Cellar, Greenhouse, Yacht, Houseboat, &c. 


This offer cannot be repeated. 


CITY ACCUMULATOR Co., 
75, GREAT EASTERN STREET, E.C. 2. 


TELEPHONE: 1888 CLERKENWELL. 


«€ OXYGEN © THE CUTTING & 
щт? WELDING OF METALS 


F You are not yet making use of Oxygen for Cutting, and 
the Oxy-Acetylene Welding Process, or wish to hear 
of the latest improvements in both, write to the British 

Oxygen Company. 


„> 


The British Oxygen Company, the Founders of the. 
Oxygen Industry, have highly-equipped and up-to-date factories - -> 
in all the important British Industrial Centres capable of 
producing over 


1,500,000 CUBIC FEET OF OXYGEN DAILY. 


The Company are the foremost manufacturers in Gt. Britain of 

OXYGEN METAL-CUTTING APPARATUS ; OXY-ACETYLENE, 

OXY.HYDROGEN AND OXY.COAL GAS WELDING BLOW. 
PIPES, HIGH-PRESSURE GAS REGULATORS, ETC. 


— — 


For Catalogues and Full Particulars apply to any of the 
Company's Works :— 


Elverton Street, Westminster, S. W. Perry Road. Coventry. 

North Wembley, Middlesex. Great Marlborough St., Manchester. 
Tunnel Avenue, East Greenwich. Rosehill, Polmadie, Glasgow. 
Shields Rd., Walker Gate, Newcastle. East Moors, Cardiff. 

Lower Walsall St., Wolverhampton. Savile Street, Sheffield. 

Warton Road, Stratford, E. Bromborough Port, Nr. Birkenhead, 
Sakley, Birmingham. 


THE BRITISH OXYGEN CO., LTD., 


Elverton Street, Westminster, London, S.W. 1. 


xxiii THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW. [June 28, 1999, 


The New Eccles Rubber Works, Ltd., 


" RUBBER ECCLES.” ECCLES, MANCHESTER. VER (S 


— reaa 


— — — — 


Specialise in EBONITE, STABALITE, 
VULCANITE GOODS, 


Magneto Parts, Distributors, Slip Rings, &c. 

Accumulator Boxes, Fork Separators, бе. 

— Jets, Cocks, Elevators, Acid Conveying Pipes, 
ittings, &c. 

Centrifugal, Ram and Diaphragm Pumps, Pump Rings. 


ROD. SHEET. TUBE. 


Chemical Vessels Lined for Protection against Corrosion. 


AGENTS : 
LONDON: Messrs. LAWLER, AYERS & CO, Lid, __ BIRMINGHAM: Messrs. BILL & BERRY, 
1. Broad Street Place, E.C. 2. 18, Constitutien Hill. 


F . .,. ˙ . 99220 . oe] 


SWARREN, LIMITED, | 


Electrical Pawar Engineers. 


ARMATURE WINDING. 


General Repairs to "Electrical Machinery. 
PROMPT DELIVERY. 


MOTORS, A.C. & D.C. 


MCA Cue 0с) 0 C——50c———00c———5«c———— 
Co 6 3 0 6 ccc € 9 13 Oe eS 


In Stock. 
Offices and Works: Showrooms: irish Office: 
> ТЕ dpa. 52 & 54, THEOBALD'S ROAD, MONASTEREVAN, || 
ORN, W.C. 1. HOLBORN, W.C. 1. Co. KILDARE. | 
"Phone: HOLBORN 1164, MUSEUM 6084. 5 
SSS ee Se — — — — 
| 


= — —— 


xxxill 


June 25, 1910.] | HE ELECTRICAL REVIEV. 


Ак. 


ЫЛАР КСЫ 


W 
—— —e—ũ— a =< = 


eS We 


——— 


THE NEW HOUSES 


WILL REQUIRE LIGHTING. 


— — М ќа it E ———— M All this agitation over the building problem — 
— . ͤ . IES RI how does it affect you as a business man ? 
— — a | Have you made provision to meet a demand 
] | ТУ — = wn ч mj ilm which will undoubtedly occur as a result of it ? 
("е \ | 7 V | (O) || | The modern householder demands electric light. 

. ! mU Ш А Mill S. -Iiiih | * v 11 в à 3 
e mimm mnia ml iian am Other methods of illumination are of the past. 

: 11 


ПС) m 


AND POWER PLANT 


Labour-economy is in the air and more and 
more domestic machinery is driven by electricity. 


The present demand for the Lalley Light 
and Power Plant will increase with the 


HE Lalley Light Plant spread of the “ideal home” movement. 


1 Price, complete with Battery, 
consists of a Petrol 3 Water Tank, . 


Engine directly connected 
to a Generator with a 16, 
cell storage battery. It is 
water-cooled and silent. 

It is started by a switch ы II AI 


and stops automatically | сие, 
when the batteries are Ih f 


(e — 


. = i 
charged. It is perfectly 1 81, E 
simple to operate. Com- ^ s 

bines economy with absolute 


efficiency. 
Write us for full particulars. 


STUDEBAKER Lro. 


(LIGHTING PLANT DEPARTMENT), 


117-123, Great Portland Street, 
LONDON, W.1. 


" Studebaker, Wesdo, London." 


Telegrams: - 
Mayfair 5104 (4 lines.) 


Telephones : - < " E 
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Please 
give 
us 
your 
Enquiries 
for 
odd 
Sizes 
Whether 
taller 
or 
shorter 
or 


MADE IN SEVENTEEN STANDARD SIZES. 


Makers of 
all kinds of 


TRANSFORMER 
PILLARS. 


ARC 
LAMP 
PILLARS. 


BRACKETS, 


CARRIERS. 
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Contractors to H.M. Go 


Nat. Tel. No. 160 Tdi E QUALITY d Worcester. 


Established 1814. 


FEEDER  PILLARS. 
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Nc. #326 (Registered Design) 


BUT QUOTATIONS ALSO 
GIVEN FOR OTHER SIZES. 


These Pillars are of very mice appearance, are thoroughly 


good castings, and are very efficiently ventilated. Each Pillar is 


pou with two doors, hung on massive ornate malleable iron 
inges pivotted on g in dia. Brass Pins, and each door i8 fitted 
with a good Brass Lock. The first six sizes measure 4 ft. high 
overall above ground, the next 5 sizes, 4 ít. 3 ins, high, and 


size 5, 4 ft. 9 ins. high above ground. The underground part of 
all sizes ie 1 ft. 8 Ins. long. | | 


STANDARD SIZEs: i 


Inside Dimensions, Olear Openings of Doors. 
Size 1 19 x 12 ins. - 33 x 15 ins. 
» ta ^9 x 14 ins. si 33 x 15 ins. 
„ 1b 21 x 12 ins. 83 x 17 ins 
„ 2 21 X 14 ins. 83 x 17 ins 
„ 2a 21 x 16 ins. 93 X 17 ins. 
e 2с 21 x 18 ins. 33 x 17 ins. 
» 2b 25 x 14 ins. 36 x 2] ins. 
„ 3 25 x 16 ins 36 X 2] ins 
„ За 25 X 20 im. 36 X 21 ina 
s ЗЬ 31 X 16 ins. 36 X 27 ins. 
vw 4 81 x 20 ins. 36 X 27 ins. 
» б А 36 х 24 ins 42 x 33 ins. 
3 Ө " 42 x 24 ins. 61 x 38 ins. 
a F ase 36 х 30 ins 46 X 30 ins. 
е 9 36 X 36 ins. 42 x 35 ing, 
v 10 36 x 30 ins. 42 X 33 ing 
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also 
for 


doors 


and 
frames 
for 
brick 


chambers. 


Makers of 
all kinds of 


FEEDER 
PILLARS. 


INCANDESCENT 
LAMP 
PILLARS. 


CORONAS. 


MANHOLES. 


NQUIRIES SOLICITED. 


ORE, LIMITED. 


ONLY ADDRESS: WORCESTER. ENGLAND: 
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Power Station Switchgear. 


Фоо оо о о 


Substation Switchgear, 


- 4 
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Pillar Type Switchgear. Distribution Gear 


A. Neyrolle 


Wall Plugs. 
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Motor Starters. 
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HALF-WATT LANTERNS 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


INDIRECT FITTINGS. WE CAN SUPPLY 


We have a good range All Conference 
of Indirect Fittings Lamps at 
with Alabaster, Radiac Recognised Trade 
and Moonstone Bowls. Terms. 


IN ALL SIZES. LARGE STOCKS. 


> 


Please send us Your Enquiries. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
ESTABLISHED 1839. 


J. & W. B. SMITH, Ltd. 


| 15, 17, 19, 21 & 23, Farringdon Road, LONDON, E. C. J. 
LONDON. GLASGOW. MELBOURNE. PARIS. BRUSSELS. 
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Primus Lanterns 


In Stock. 


For all sizes of half-watt Lamps. 


Specially designed to fulfil all outside 
lighting requirements and for use in 
the most exposed positions. 


Undue Contrast Avoided. 
Good Seeing Light Provided. 
Economy Assured. 

Risk of Accidents Eliminated. 


The Wardle Engineering Co., Ltd. - 


25, Victoria St., Westminster, London. 


“ Nathallect, Vic, London. " Telephones: : Victoria 7266. 
Phone, London." Victoria 9830, 9831. 


196, Deansgate, Manchester. 


Telegrams : " Chamen, Manchester.’ Telegrams : 
Telephones : 7970 and 7971 City. ` ' Eldeawenco, 
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BELLING | | ALABASTER. 
FIRES — 


regular shipments of 
also 1, 2 and 3 heat red-hot open-type 
bollers, bath water heaters and complete 
pressed steel cookers for domestic use. 


Write for our new Folders just issued. 


BELLING & CO., Manufacturing 
Electrical Engineer, 


J UPPER EDMONTON, LONDON, М, 18. 


ITALIAN ALABASTER BOWLS. 


On View at our Showrooms. 


THE 


BRITISH ELECTRIC TRADING CO., 
2, Percy St., Tottenham Court Road, W. I. 
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BRITISH BUILT THROUGHOUT 


The “ELECTOLITE” 


SEMI- AUTOMATIC 


Electric Light and 
Power Plant 


Four - Stroke paraffin Engine develops 3 B.H.P. A 
Centrifugal Governor is fitted, entirely enclosed. 


The Engine can be used for driving Pumps or other ma- 
chinery if desired, a belt pulley being fitted for this purpose. 


WORKS ON PARAFFIN 


Starts by pressing a button, and continues to run until the 
cells are fully charged, when the engine stopsautomatically. 


OF ENGINE, DYNAMO 


e £164 9 0 
SPECIAL SWITCHBOARD, : 


IIIUTUIIIIIIITPIPUPTIIIIIIPIITIIIIIDIIIIIDIIIIIIIIIIIIIIITTTTTTTTMUS 


Agencies may be arranged. Apply to Selling Agents for full particulars. H. I.,“ Mann, Egerton & Co., Lid., Norwich. 


Selling Agents (Scotland & Wales) : Manufacturers : Selling Agents (England) : 
TELFORD, GRIER& MACKAY, Ld., BOULTON & PAUL, LTD., MANN, EGERTON & Co., Ltd., 
— м Norwich, 
2 ена Street, [35-137, Gusen Victora Street, 173, riu Ade London, 
London and Cardiff. London, B.C. 4. | , Norwich and Ipswich. 
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| Tae росвік Dury Cooker | ELECTRIC 


MANSBRIDGE AND ROLLED FOIL TYPES. 
STANDARD CONDENSERS. 


Sole Makers of Dearlove’s PATENT Artificial Line, haviag 
conductor of negligible temperature co-efficient. 


| FOR ALL PURPOSES. 
CONDENSERS for HIGH TENSION and WIRELESS Werk. 
с : | High-Class Condensers for Telegraph & Telephone Limes. 
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Wenham Lighting Corporation, 


Forgings, 


Bleotro-Mechanical Brake 
Jenkins R. Oe. 1 


Fuse Boards, 
recon est ма ола 

Fuse Boxes, 
200% W. T., Telegraph Wan 


Moy, B. F D 
Gears— Cut Double Melical, 
Gear Os., Lad, 


Generators. 
British Thomson- Houston Os., Led, 


Glass. 
General Electric Co., Led. 


2 
f 
ES 
Ы 
: 
È 


Meal itan Vick 2 Oo., Lad, 
6 оке . 
Premier Klectele Hexe 0; 


quesd Lid. 

ilverdale Manufacturing Co, 
Simplex Conduite, Ltd. 
Southern Electric Co., Lid. 
Welco Patents. 

Yule Electric Co, 


Huts. 
Bath & Co. 


India Rubber. 
India-Rubber, G.-P., & T. W. бо. IA 


Instruments (Measuring), 
British Thomson-Houston Oo., Lad. 
Cambridge & Paul Instrument do., LÀ. 
Edison Swan Electric Co., Lid. 
Elliott Bros. 

Everett, Кошар & Oo., Lid. 
Zvershed & Vignoles, Led. 
Gan батаа 

eneral Ellectrio Oo. 
India-Rubber, G.-P, & T. w. Oo., 4. 
un uid 14 

0 е ә 
Naider Bros. & Thompson, Lid. 
Record Electrical Co., Lad. 


W 1 Oe. LÀ, 
White Electrical Instrument Oe. 


Insulating Material, 


Anglo-Mexican Petroleum Co. 
British Thomson-Houston 00., Lad. 


5 
E 
z 
8 5. 
1 
Э 
$ 
3 


Johnson, C. H., & Sons, Ltd, De la Rue, T., & Co., Ltd. 
v, P. Co., Lad. | Veritys Ltd. Fleming, Birkby & Goodall, Lad. 
Hart Accumulator Ce, Werks, Lad, Cooling Towers, Feed Pumps, Hightenalie, Led 
Accumulator Ou ТАА, ы ‘Sim : Ia. Hall, J. P., & Bons, Lid. | Ho Wa & Oo. ! Ltd. 
тшш Gon Lars Pins Power | Corrugated paper. Peedwater Treatment. ‘Holder-Hareiden, Lid. | 
Tudor ulator Oo., Lid. Brightling, G. C., & Co. Dearborn Chemical Co. | In "Rubber G. P. ёТ, W. Os, u 
os . 
Bells, Couplings, Austin 4 pa, Fibre. ТАТ Insulators, Lad. 
El - us А өв, „8. Blectri , 
er " ко Oo., Ltd, ectro-Metals, Lid. | Diamond Fibre Co., Ltd. | al Manulacturing Co. 
5 Belti Dyname Brushes. | Mosses & Mitchell. | John, & 85 
ng. Briti mson- Led Mica Manufacturing Co. 
India-Rubber G .P. &T , British Thomson-Houston Co., Led, Siemens Bros. & Oo., Lad 
G. F. & T. W. Oo., Lid. .  Dyname Repairs Cable Accessories Co., Ltd, | Bpicer Bros., Ltd. 
Bitum Derman & Smith, Lid. luminite Insulator Oo., Lad. 
en. Bertram Thomas, Drake & Gorham Wholesale, Led. Sugg, W. & C. 
\agio-Mexican Petroleum Co. Lad. Whine Austin. & Вов. Dugdell’s Patents. Taylor & Petters, Ltd.. 
Premier Bit umen & Ashphalt Co., Lid. te, Jacoby & Co., Lid. Engineering & Lighting Equipment isa Bing. & Шоо. 
Dyn Co., Ltd. eidmann, H., Lid. 
Blowers (Portable Electric), : amos, Excelsior Shade Mfg. Co. ы j 
Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Со, — Houston Oo., Lad, ren кыш Co., Lid. Ironclad Switchgear. 
. : adden, J., & Co. ‚ Oo. 
Geboley & Се, Lid, Orompton & Go., Ltd, Metallic Eleo. Eng. Co., Ltd, | Midland Electrio Mig. Oo. 


leotrio Construction Oo., Led, 


Newman El ] 
Books. Electromotors, Ltd, Riches, Green & С Ё | Inventions. Develop 
General Electric Review General Electric Co., Lad. Simplex Conduits, Ltd. Electrical and Engineering 
Gresham Publishing Co“ Hall, J. P. & Co., Lad, Smith. J. & W. B., & Co., Lad. ment, Ltd. 
комо Joon nins Co. Harmell, Wilson & Co., Lad, Swift Electrical Со. 7" Ladders. 
Pitman Sir Isaac, & Sons, ix. pde М • uoker J. H. & Co, Ltd. 
, India-Rubber, G.-P, 4 T. w. Oo., Led, Wardle Engineering Go., Lid. ' Heathman, J. H. 


(Oontinued оп page xiiv.) 
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‘GROOMS HILL 
'PERNAX - 


WE ARE 
SPECIALISTS 


Comprehensive Stocks 
kept. Varied in character 
and price. .% E E 
All discriminating buyers 


are actual or potential 
customers. Enquiries 
respectfully invited. * з 
— СС 


THE 


Ў 


TELEPHONE: MUSEUM 2039. 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW | ziii 


ELECTRIC WIRES & GABLES 


Power, Lighting, Traction, 
Telegraph, Telephone and 
Signalling Purposes. 


for all 


Specially adapted for outside and exposed 
insulation, non-porous, non-brittle 


positions: 


and waterproof. 


Mahers— The 


NEW GUTTA-PERCHA Co., Ltd. 
Dashwood House, New Broad St., E. C. 2. 


Works: Crooms Hill, Greenwich. 


Branches :—Neweastle - on- Туве, Manchester, 
Birming! 


TTE 


T А А ` 
0000000000000000000000000000000000000880000080099 
ө ө 


БШШ 


Qs. ПИЦИ 


CLYDE. 


А. * 
X әз 2 
e$6000000009090990900409 


qupd Hla 


HALF-WATT 
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DELIVERY 
ACTUALLY from STOCK 


BowLs & FITTINGS. 
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FULL PARTICULARS FROM NEAREST ADDRESS. 


ENGINEERING & LIGHTING 
EQUIPMENT CO., LTD., 


SUCCESSORS TO ENGINEERING & ARC LAMPS, LTD., 


SPHERE WORKS, ST. ALBANS. 


BRANCHES: 
GLASGOW: 19, BLYTHSWOOD SQUARE. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE: 37, SIDE. 
BRADFORD: 234, KILLINGHALL ROAD. 
LIVERPOOL: 38/44, BEAU STREET. 


STOCKTON-ON-T EES: STATION WORKS, 
ALLISON STREET, 


; AGENTS: 
MANCHESTER DISTRICT & SOUTH WALES :— 
W. ROBSON. Fulwood House, High Holborn, London, 
SOUTH COAST :— 
үү. J. SPENCER. 22, Clarenc 
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Lamp Holders. 


Edison Swan Electrio Co., Lad. 
Western Electric Co., Ltd. 


Lamp Making Machines, 
Wick Engineering Co., Ltd. 


Lamps (Arc). 
Engineering & Lighting Equipment 
Co., Ltd. 
General Electric Co., Ltd, 


Lamps (Carbon and M. F.). 


British Electric Lamps, Ltd. 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Ltd, 
Oryseloo, Ltd. 

Drake & Gorham Whelesale, Ltd. 
General Electric Co., Ltd. 
Metropolitan-Vickers Blee, Oo., Utd 
Floan Electrical Co., Ltd. 

" Z” Electric Lamp Mfg. Co., L:é, 


Lathes. 
Churchill, C., & Co., Ltd. 


Lead Smelters. 
Pass & Son, Ltd. 


Lighting Sets. 


Arter Wngineering Co, 

City Electrical Co. 

Mann, Egerton & Co., Ltd. 
**Overcean”’ Engineering Co. Ltd. 
Studebaker, Ltd. 


Machine Teols. 
Taylor & Challen, Ltd. 


Mica. 


Birmingham Mica Co, 

Mica and Micanite Supplies, Ltd. 
Mica Manufactnring Co. 
Micanite and Insulators Co., Ltd. 
Taylor and Petters, Ltd. 
Vandervelde, L. 

Wiggins, F., & Sons, 


Motors. 


B. K. B. Electric Motors, Ltd. 
Boothroyd, F. T., Lid. | 
British Electric Plant Co., Ltd. 

British Thomson- Houston Oo., Ltd. 
Brittain’s Electric Motor Co, 
Broadbent, T. W., Lid. 


ы] . 
Crypto Electrical Co, 
Electromotors, Ltd, 
Firth & Russell. | 
General Electric Oo., Ltd, 
Hall, J. P., & Co., Ltd, 
Higgs, Bros. 
Hogan & Wardrop. 
India-Rubber, G. P. & T. W. Co., Ltd 
Ingleby & Co., Ltd. 
London Electric Stores, 
Mackie, W., & Co. 
McClure & Whitfield, 
Mather & Platt, Ltd. 
Mavor & Coulaon, Ltd. 
Metropolitan-Vickers Bleo. Co., Ltd. 
New British Electric Supply Oo., Lad, 
Parkinson, F. A., Ltd. 
Peebles (Bruce) & Co., Ltd. 


Motor! Repairs. 


Crewe, Allen & Co. 

Ravner & Heald. 

Walters, Austin, & Son, 
Weatminater Tool & Nieotriot Co. 
White, Jacoby & Co., Ltd.- . 


Motor, Starters and Controller 


Bertram Thomas. 
Rritish Thomson-Houston Co., Lad. 
Mootrioal Apparatus Oo., Lad. 


Name Plates. 
Gondon Label Co, 
Reliance Engraving Oo., Ltd, 


Oil. 
Dick, W. B., & Oo., Ltd, 


Oil Cans and Filter., 
Wells, A. O., 4 Оо. 


Overhead Transmission Lines. 
Twise Eng. & Elec. Transmission, Ltd 
Patent Agents. 

Raworth, J. B., & Moss, 


Pillars. 
Hardy & Padmore, Ltd. 


Porcelain, China, &c. 
British Electric Trading Co. 
Jnina Furniture Elec. Fittings Mfrs,’ 
Association, 
Ma^intvre. J., & Co., Lid. 


Shenton & Co. 

Pumps. 
Pulsometer ee Co 
Worthington- ora, Dr 


Recording Machines. 
«ет. Air W. H.. А Co.. Ltd. 
Blick Time Recording Devices, 
Gent & Co., Ltd. 


Rectifiers. 


Power Rectifiers. 


Resistance Wire, 
Meeteieal Alloy Co. ! 


Rheostats, 
Bertram Thomas. 
British Thomson-Houston Oo., Ltd, 
Oressall Manufacturing Co, 
Electro-Mechanical Brake Co., Lid. 


Isenthal & Co. 

Moy, Е. F., Ltd. 

Walters, Austin, & Son. 
Zenith Manufacturing Co, 


Scale Remover. 
Gilman 


Scrap Metal Buyers. 
Buyers of Scrap Metal, Ltd, 


| Igranie Electrio Co., Lid. 


Purden, O.. Lu. Webster, A. 

r " 

= dvorcft, Tad. Screws and Terminals, 
Bimplex Conduits, Ltd. Anglo-Swiss Serew Co., Ltd, 

Fun Electrical Co., Ltd. Armstrong, Stevens & Bon, Lad, 
Veritys Ltd. Gilson, D., & Oo., Ltd. 

Victoria Dynamo & Motor Ce, P. ectri r 

Wright Motors, Ltd, Moy, B. F., Ltd. 


Screws and Terminals—( Cont.) | 


Urmond Bogineering Oo. 
Precision Screw Co. 
Rogers, W., & Co., Ltd. 
Ross, Courtney 4 бо. Ltd, 
Showell, H., & Sons, Lid. 


Slate Panels. 
Palmer, Riley & Co. 


Soldering=Material, 
Flaxite: Limited, 


Stampings, 
Harris, A. E., & Co. 
Jenkins, R. 
Sankey, J., & Sons, Lid, 
Turner Bros. 


Steam Meters. 
George Kent, Ltd. 


Stokers, 
Bennis, E., & Co., Lid, 


Switch Cells, 
Croft Granite, Brick & Concrete Go, 


Switchboards, 


Berry's Electric, Ltd. 

sertram Thomas. 

British Thomson-Hoaston Oo., Ltd. 
Ferguson, Pailin & Co, 

General Electric Co,, Lid. | 
H^'mes, J. H., & Co. 

Ig: a ліс Eleotrio Co., Ltd. 

Ine i «-Robber, G..P.& P. W., Oo., Ltd, 
Lowke, J. T., & Sons. 


ор, Е. F., utd. 
Veritys Ltd. 
Walsall Electrical Co., Ltd, 


Switches, 
Berry’s Electric, Ltd. 
Bertram Thomas, 
British Thomson-Hoxston Oo., Ltd, 
Cantie Switch Co.. Ltd, 
Cleveland Metal Co. 
Dorman & Smith, Lid. 
Edison Swan Electric Co., Ltd, 
McGeoch, W., & Co., Ltd, 
Midland Electric Mfg. Co., Ltd, 
Moy, E. F., Ltd. 


Bperryn & Oo., Ltd. 
eritys, Ltd. 
Williams & Pell. 


Tank and Girder Work, 
Braby, Fred., & Oo. 
Tapes. 
L. P.. Electrical Co. | 
MacLennan, John, & Oo, | 


Telegraph Condensers., 
The Telegraph Condenser Co., Ltd, 


Telephones, 
British L. M. Ericsson Mfg. Oo., Ltd. 
r Oo., Ltd. | 
ent о, . | 
Graham, Alfred, & Co. 
Sterling Telephone & Electric Oo., Ld 
Western Electric Co., Ltd. | 


Time Switches. 


Getpel, Wm., & Co, 
Gent & Oo., Ltd, 


Tools, &c. 


Taylor & Challen, Ltd, 
Wolf, 8., & Co., Ltd. 


Tramway Supplies. 
British Thomson-Houston Co., Lad. 
Genera! Electric Oo., Ltd. 
McGeoch, W., & Go., Ltd. 


British Rlectrio Transformer Co.. Lad. 
British Thomson-Houston Co.. Led. 
Christian Bergh Electric Oo., Ltd. 
Crypto Electrical Co, 

Foster Engineering Co., Ltd, 


Tubular Sleeving. 
L. P. B. Еесётіса! Co. 
MoLennan, John, & Oo. 


Turbines, 


Bett occa en 

ritis omson-Houston . А 
(Steam). „ыа 
Fraser & Chalmers Eng. Works. 
Gilkes, Gilbert, & Co, (Water), 
Parsons, C, A., 4 Oo., Ltd. 


Vacuum Cleaners, 
Beck, C. E., & Co., Ltd. 
simplex Ounduits, Lids 
Turner Aspirators, The, Ltd, 


Vacuum Pumpe. 


Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Oo., Led 
Duncan Watson & Co, 


Varnishes, &c. 


Damard Lacquer Oo., Lid. 
Sterling Varnish Co. ; 


Ventilation, 


General Electric Co., Ltd, 
Veritys, Ltd. 


Water Recerders. 


Lea“ Recorder Oo., Ltd, 
Gent & Oo,, Ltd, 


Welding. 
The British Oxygen Oo., Ld. 


Wire (Covered). 
ee Cable & Construction Oo., 


British Thomson-Houston Oo., Led. 

Concordia Electrio Wire Co., Ltd. 

Oonnolly’s (Rlaeklev), Ltd. 

Electrical Engineering and Equip 
ment Co., Ltd. 

General Electric Oo., Lid. 

Soopers Telegram ELA Wome ой, 
ooper's Telegrap R. А 

India Rubber, G.-P, å т, W. Oe., Led. 

Johnson & Phillips, А 

Liverpool Ю1есётіс Cable Co., Lad. 

London Blectric Wire Oo., Ltd. 

L. P. S. Electrical Оо, 

Macintosh Cable Co., Ltd, 

Marshall & Plumtree, Ltd, 

MoGeoch, W., & Co., Ltd, 

New Gutta-Peroha Co., 144. 

Saxonia Electrical Wire Oo., Led. 

8t. Helens Cable & Rubber Oo., Lad 

Union Cable Oo., Ltd, 


Ward & Goldstone, 
Western Electric Oo., Ltd, 


Wire (Uncovered), 


Smith, F., & Co., Ltd, 
mith, H. W., 4 Co., Led, 


X-Ray Apparatus, &c. 


| Teols, Boiler Scaling, Cox-Cavendish Eleol. Oo., Ltd. 
| Gilman, Frank, Medical Supply Association, Ltd, 
ANNOUNCEMENTS, 


Relating to Situations, Articles for Sale and Wanted, &c. appear on Sup. 15, &c. 


Sole Agent for Scotland: 


MALCOLM BREINGAN, 
57, Robertson St., GLASGOW. 


ALTERATION 


ON AND AFTER 19TH JUNE, our London 


Office will be removed to— 


60, LINCOLN’S INN FIELDS, LONDON, W.C. 2. 


To facilitate postal deliveries and avoid delays, make a note 


of our new address NOW. 


Led the Way in 1899. 
Set the Standard to-day. 


TELEPHONES. 


IN ADDRESS. 


THE BRITISH L.M. ERICSSON MFG. Co., Ltd., 


60, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
LONDON, W.C. 2. 


Factory - - 


- BEESTON, NOTTS. 
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W.B.DICK& COMPANY LTD 


90,FENCHURCH ST. LONDON.EC3. 
CJelephone:- Avenue, 7854, (2 Lines) — — Ar ME 


“ 


Jelegrams —- 


SLATE PANELS, 


any size, drilled to requirements. 


YOUR ENQUIRIES SOLICITED. 


PALMER, RILEY & Co., Ltd. 
Market Chambers, ACCRINGTON. 


"Phone: Accrington 2745. "Стат: Export.“ 


CONDUIT. 


All Sizes from Stock. 


SOUTHERN ELECTRIC Co., Ltd., 
10, Bush Lane, Cannon Street, LONDON, E.C. 4. 


491 ТНІ5 is а" BIPOL" 


ACCUMULATOR (Torch Туре). 


4 VOLT (7" x 11“ dla.) Takes the 
place of 3 CELL, and 
2 VOLT (41" x 11" dla.) of 2 CELL 
LARGE DRY BATTERY at 


IMMEASURABLY LESS WORKING COST 


Distributor to the TRADE :— 
D. C. BATE, 16, JOHN DALTON ST., 


T — | ra 
ега ONIS MANCHESTER. TROP OTA a 1491. 


Dicotto, еп London: 


HE severest possible test for a lubricant 

is on machines where the load is constantly 
varying and the fact that Dick’s I.L.O. lubri- 
cants are used by power-station engineers in 
every part of the country, is in itself evidence 
of their efficiency and uniform reliability. 


I. L. O. Lubricants are carefully blended by 
experts, who have had practical experience in 
every industry for which they cater. This is 
probably the reason why Dick's lubricants 
always satisfy every enquiry from the “ prac- 
tical” man 


May we tell you more aboat them ? 
Your enquiry will be welcomed. 


| J, LO, 


LUBRICANT. 


-i 00 


= 


"P. For utilising the Continuous 
з». (е: SL Current Electric Light Supply, 
m. vU of any voltage, for the following 
Electro-Medical Treatments :— 


lonisation. Galvanisation. 
Faradisation. Electrolysis. 
Muscle Reaction Testing. 
Schnee Four-cell Bath. 
Paresis (after injury). 

Surging Galvanic Current. 


The “GALVANOSET.” 


» Faradic T 
Russ's Treatment of Gon- 
orrhosa. &c. &c. 


The foilowing are a few of the many 
conditions to which these Treatments 
can be beneficially applied :—Gout and 
Rheumatism, Ulcers, Sinuses, Gonor- 
rhoea (Russ's method), Lupus, Syphilitic 
Ulcers, Boils, Oral Sepsis, Endometritis, 
Dysmenorrhoea, Menorrhagia, Urethritis 
Ophthalmic Neonatorum,  Otorrhcea, 
Rhinitis, Rectal Fistula, Absorption of 
Scar Tissue, Sprains, Acne and the 
treatment of Septic Wounds, &c., &c. 


You just fill it with cold water, 
it costs nothing for upkeep. 


Price complete, ready for use, 
including Galvanoset, Milliam- 
pere Meter (D'Arsonval), Cords, 
Handles, Electrodes, Carrying 
Case, and fitted with Control 
Lever, Divided Scale, and ar- 
ranged so that the current can 
be accurately controlled from 
zero upwards. 


Price - ZS ee 8. o 
Plus 50 % War Advance. 


Send for fully Descriptive Catalogue 
No. 18. 


EL- г [WHOLESALE RETAIL— EXPORT. | 


The MEDICAL SUPPLY ASSN. Ltd., 167-185, Gray's Inn Rd., London, W.C. 1 
"THE HOUSE FOR EVERYTHING ELECTRO-MEDICAL " 
The Largest.X-Ray and Electro- Medical Showrooms In Great Britain. 
Highest Award for Eleotro-Medical Apparatus at the Last International Medical Congress. 


— — — : 
. THE “OVERSEAS” AUTOMATIC 


SELF - STARTING AND STOPPING ELECTRIC LIGHTING PLANTS 


The Plants are cleanly designed, == SET IN IMMEDIA ТЕ OPERA TION 
plates, automatically contata, л fe NE bY TURNING A SWITCH. 


can be installed in any odd corner 
around your house. 

The Engine is water-cooled single- 
cylinder, four-cycle, of the most 
simpl design. 

They can be started or stopped by 
operating a switch, and will run 
without attention until switched off. 
Absolutely steady running and 
maximum economy in operation. 

In addition to Lighting facilities, 
you can run Fans, Vacuum Cleaners, 
Cooking Utensils, small Machinery, 
such as Lathes, Churns, &c., besides 
Irons, Heating Apparatus, &c., &c. 


Special Points 2— 
— Iis? 


ENGINE STARTS AUTOMATICALLY 

RUNS 8/12 HOURS ON A GALLON OF | 
PETROL. 

FEW MOVING PARTS, ALL READILY 
ACCESSIBLE. 

AMPLE RESERVE OF POWER. 


a 


PRICES. 
Type 1a.—35/20 ср Lam 
110 volts ..  .. £148 


Type 4 —30-volt Storage Bat- 
tery, Model 80 Amp.-honr .. 
£180 

Type 10. — 200 Lampe (60, 
110, 140 or 220 volt, 4000 
watts). Largely used for Cine- 
matograph work ... £280 


THE OVERSEAS ENGINEERING co., LTD., 


Telegrams: “ Luminously, 'Pho e, London." 
I 7 5829, 583000" Street, London, W. I. 
EDINBURGH: 104, Raeburn Place. 


LOCAL SELLING 
AGENTS WANTED. 


elephones : Mayfair 5829, 5830. 163-165, Gt. Portland 


PARIS: 73, Rue de Provence. NEW YORK: 44, Whitehall St. 


SS 
QS 
| 5есопа Edition, Revised and enlarged. 
A Price 2|. net; Post Free 9/2, Limp Cloth, eut flush, 
round corners, red edges, demy 12mo, suitable for 
pocket (size 6$ х 31). 


— Aa MÀ 


COMMERCIAL ENGINEER'S 
POCKET BOOK. 


ELECTRICITY SUPPLY. 
A Handbook for Publicity Department Managers, 


Electricity Supply and Contractors’ 
Representatives. 


By FRANCIS H. DA VIES, A.M.LE.E. 


The ELECTRICAL REVIEW, Ltd. 


#, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4 
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VERITYS E 


. ENGINEERS, | 
. WORKS: ASTON, BIRMINGHAM. 


COMBINED SWITCH AND STARTER. 


Specially suitable for mounting direct 
on machine tools, or where space 
is limited. 

Pedestal Ammeters fitted on the top 
when required. 

Fuses can be either Handie Pattern 
(as shown) or Home Office Bridge 
Pattern. 

Starter Covers: Either totally enclosed 
or radial slotted pattern. 


Sizes: 1—10 H.P., 100—500 volts. 


poi DON: BIRMINGKHAM : BRISTOL: MANCHESTER : NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE : 


af, көн. Phosnix 5 se, Wardman Street. i еи Lite Assurance Bulidings. 
@ovent өп, „ 2. Colm chambers, Vletoria Sweet. Deansgate. 21, Мөөр Sweet. 
GLASGOW : LIVERPOOL : 
. gt sis, 
A, эм. Waterloo Street Royal Liver Bulldinge. 


“TUCKER” | 
SWITCHGEAR. 


An important section of our works is devoted — to the 
production of high-class Switchgear :— 


BATTERY SWITCHES. — MOTOR PANELS. TEAK & IRON 
KNIFE SWITCHES. POWER FUSES. DISTRIBUTION BOARDS. 


LIGHTING & POWER BOARDS TO MEET Н.О. REGULATIONS. 
COMPLETE SWITCHBOARDS AND SWITCHGEAR GENERALLY. 


The same qualities of design, PERFECTION OF 
DETAIL and SUPERIOR FINISH that have 
made “TUCKER” ACCESSORIES famous 
throughout the Electrical World, are found in— 
«TUCKER? SWITCHGEAR. 


J. H. TUCKER & Co., LTD. 


B І RMINGHA M. 


2 THE ELECTRICAL REYIEW SUPPLEMENT. ' June 25, 1920. 


“LIVERPOOL” 


BAXTER & CAUNTER Lid., 
219, Tottenham Court Read, W. 


MANCHESTER : 


H. 6. MABBS, 
Marble St., Spring Gardens. 


LEEDS: 


LOXLEY & 60., Ltd., 
6, Sholebroke Mount. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE : 


ROBERT BOWRAN & GO., Ltd., 
St. Nicholas Buildings. 


GLASGOW : 


A. & J. M'GULLOCH, 
140, West George Street. 


IRELAND: 
F. A. PORTER, 


LIVERPOOL ELECTRIC CABLE CO, LTD. i, gues Suare, telis 


Head Office & Works: LINACRE LANE, BOOTLE, LIVERPOOL. 
Telephone No. 542 Bootle. | Telegrams : “ Concentric, Liverpool." 


WORTHINGTON-SIMPSON 


| COOLING TOWERS 


Natural or Forced Draught. Steel or Re-inforced Concrete Shell. 


COMPLETE INDEPENDENT CONDENSING 
PLANTS OF ALL TYPES 
WITH 
ROTARY OR RECIPROCATING AUXILIARIES 
TO MEET ALL 
REQUIREMENTS WITH MAXIMUM 
EFFICIENCY. 


Write for Special Literature. 


WORTHINGTON - SIMPSON, 


LTD.. | 

Queen's House, KINGSWAY, W.C. 2. 
Works: NEWARK-ON-TRENT and LONDON. | 
Branches in the Principal Towns & Cities throughout the World. 
\ 


Те!ерһопе Моз.: 
HOLBORN 3048, 3049 and 3050. 


Telegrams and Cables: 


“PUMPING, LONDON." PUMPING, WESTCENT, LONDON." 
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[17 $9 AS SUPPLIED IN LARGE NUMBERS TO 
BAN QOU O tn neuem 

| ; 1 i 
(Registered) FACTORIES, &c. d 


* BANQUO ” SAFETY INTERLOCKING COMBINED | "BANQUO " IRON-CLAD DISTRIBUTION SWITCH SYSTEM, S«»'ea эло | 


: * or Douple-Pole 
WATERPROOF SWITCH AND 3-PIN PLUG This system will commend itself to engineers as an improvement on the practice 
. of mounting a number of switches inside the same box as the fuseboard and in lace 
= « of straggling single units. The switches are mounted on one iron base, this being 
к usually fitted in proximity to the distributing fuse-box. The switches аге fool-proof, 
and saving is effected іп cost and labour. The words on and “orr” are cast on the 
lid, and the switch handle is of cast gun-metal. giving a substantial yet neut appearance. 
The boxes can be drilled and screwed to requirements, and there is ample space inside 

cases for safety and ease in wiring. 


— 


WE CAN 
SUPPLY 
" BANQUO ' f 
SWITCHES 
| МАУ WITH | 
(Әһозув`Р1п@” removed.) | Dimes LOOSE OR 
SS Бә) INRA Y | jp o REMOV- 
We would r VO The Plug is Gun Metal ” JABLE KEYS 
WARN SS MAP ES fitted with Cord Grip to J 
our Friends take Cab Tyre or our 1/6 
against Tough Rubber-sheathed per way 
Unsat sfactory Flexible Cord  speci- extra. \ 
finitations — ally manufactured for "BANQUO" TWO-WAY SWITCH. 
of * ета A NuMBER oF SINGLE POLE 5-Амр. SWITCHES. 
M. Prices on application, 1 EA R. 4 | 5 | 6|7 | 8] 9 | 10 | H | 11 
> — — — — — — —ä—j4ẽ— —— — — 
804 15/4 22/4 29/4/36/4/43/4/50/4 8z/4 844 71/4 | 78/4 85/4 


bb BANQUO » Prices for Double-Pole and 10-amp. Switches on application. 


SUBJECT TO TRADE DISCOUNTS. ' 


(REGD.) 

2 , 

Combined “ BANQUO' 
Combined Interlocking D.P. 
SWITCH Switch and Plug with D.P 

AND Replacement Fuses. 

Suitable to 250 volts. 

FUSES. This set comprises Double- 
85 еган 3 interlocks, 
with plug fitted with two pins 

WATERPROOF and earthing pin. à 
PATTERN. The plug has gun-metal cover 


and will take our F. R S.“ 
Tough Rubber pone wg pos 
| or ordinary Cab Tyre Flexible. 
List No, A8/61. Capacity 5 amps. "Тао? Боса обе Туре 

Price 28/-. Fuses are provided, and the 


Ү List No. kc l. ry ne 10 amp. рое Д жо ера 
rice — 


5 amps. E2 16 6 


А 10 ais £3 2 6 
Subject to Trade Discoun 15 Ж кі £316 О 


Subject to Trade Discounts. 


 Goldsiono 


“BANQUO” type Double-Pole Switch Telegrams : 


“ 
with Double-Pole ‘‘Izolex’’ Replace- Bes choad » 
ment F'uses. р 


This combination makes up a most Telephones : 


useful set. The fuse lidis hinged and 7083-4-5-6 ага 
independent of the switch. Central, 
SALFORD 


LONDON Offices: 59, New Oxford St., W.C. 1 
GLASGOW Office: Mercantile Chambers. 
65, Botbwell Street. 


FLEXIBLE suae: COUPLINGS. 


If you require a flexible 
shaft coupling to be reliable, 
to take up malalignment of 
shafting, or to protect your 
machinery from severe 
shocks or strains, instal one 
of ' Electro-Metals " make. 


ELECTRO-METALS, Г°- 


Head Office - 56, Kingsway, London, W.C. 2. 
Tel. No.: 6420 Holborn. Tel. Address: " Processes, London." 
Manchester: R. Millett, 30, Cross St. Ta. No.: 7772 City. 
Sheffield: 19, St. James Street. та Na. 257 Central 


ELECTRO-METALS “Z.V.” FLEXIBLE Newcastle-on-Tyne . R. : Straker-Wilson, 3, St. 
Nicholas Buildings. Tel. No.: 2749 Central. 


; SHAFT COUPLING. | Birmingham : L. Dunker, Norwich Union Chambers. 


Works: STOKE-ON-TRENT. 


4 THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW SUPPLEMENT. 


же. ы; 


[June +5, 1920. 


Wm UU UN UU UN TU TCU UU UN шш ш\ш\ш\иш\ m een 


Send for 
Descriptive Circular No. C3051. 


London Office: 
122, CANNON STREET, 
E. C.4. 


EEE 


z 
ш 
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DUGDELLS PATENT MOVABLE 
FITTINGS. 


Fig. 221. 


HUNDREDS OF PATTERNS. 


Thowsands of Repeat Orders. 


See Full Page Second Yssue of 
“ Electrical Review” each month 


CATALOGUE ON APPLICATION. 


FAILSWORTH, MANCHESTER. 


F Ы • 231. 


BERRY SRON pe ойк 


HIGH — 
TENSION 


FULFILS ALL REQUIREMENTS. 
AUTHORITIES SPECIFY. 


PREMIER BITUMEN & ASPHALTE V j 
STRATFORD MARKET. E15. CO. LTD Y 


«rey 2 Ea 


HE curve below: 


range of steam pressure. 


hg) 


VACUUM INS.(Bar.30in 


2951.11 | айй 


MIRRLEES (NATSUN (OMAN 


SPECIALISTS IN CONDENSING PLANT. 
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shows the small 
variation in vacuum -under a wide 


Test on Multijector designed for 
100 Ib. working steam pressure. 


ПГ мы [esiti zb! 
*** 
zaag ЕЕЕ N? 
F 
33 
ЕЕЕ ЕЕЕ ЕЕ 


80 90 100 по 120 150 140 150 
OPERATING STEAM PRESSURE. Ib. per sq. in. gauge. 


Head Office & Works: 
SCOTLAND STREET, 
GLASGOW. 


TERMINAL BLOCKS. 
2, 3 or 4 Way. 


LAMP HOLDER 
ADAPTOR. 


Complete with 


| ES. 
Terminals. OTHER BUSH 


Most Sizes. 


Deliwery of abowe Articles from Stock, 


Any Goods quoted for on " receipt of of Sample or Blue Print. 


Se IMPROVED SOLIDITE CO., LTD. a 


ADVANCE WORKS, JEW'S ROW, 
WANDSWORTH, LONDON, S.W. 18. 
hone: Batterse 1888. 


J. H. HEATHMAN, 


Parson’s Green, 


City Office :— 
85, ALDERSGATZ ST., 


SCAFFOLDS, 

TOWER LADDERS, 

TRUCKS, TROLLEYS, 
BARROWS. 


FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, 
FIRE HOSE, HYDRANTS, 
FIRE ESCAPES, HOSE REELS, 
and all Fittings and Accessories. " 
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Mit IICOOL AIRY 


| „% == == IN SUMMER 
y ЬЕР | TIAE ате Ж WARM AIR 
| аб тн, И) ee cee ЩЩ IN WINTER 
TEn r rn р Rut 
| Cr боци 
“SIROCCO” 


TRADE MARK 


EE. BRANCHES 
ү LON сел, 
| TMANCTHESTER D, 
x часын ААА, 
i n 

t Pisos i 


е 
АЕАТІМС &VENTILATING 
OF FACTORIES 


Fresh air at the right temperature is conducive 
to good work and maximum output 

If you realise this, you only need to know 
which system of ventilation will best suit the 
requirements of your factory. 

If you have not seriously considered venti- 
lation from the point of view of greater 
production you will profit by studying the 
question. Scientific ventilation will provide 
your factory with fresh invigorating air that 
is washed and tempered to the needs of the 
building and its workers. 

In either case send for publication No. 1012 
dealing with this important subject, or let us 
arrange for one of our engineers to discuss it 
with you. 
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THE 


АМ EFFICIENT 
ELECTRICAL WASHING 
AND 


WRINGING MACHINE. 
The ROTAPEX WRINGER 


Power operated and of the revers- 
ible type, also swings into four 
positions. Fitted with special safety 
release. 


A special feature is the 
zinc cylinder. 


Its entire construction is rust-proof ; 


wood; and its smoothness ensures 
perfect protection to the clothes. 


Low operating costs. 
Attachable to lighting circuit. 
No special wiring required. 


olAP EX E 


» 
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“ Unitized " 


DURABILITY, 
PRACTICABILITY AND 
SAFETY, 

ARE FEATURES 
PARAMOUNT IN THE 


ROTAPEX 


Automatic Reversing Action gives 
gentle tumbling to the clothes which 
are washed evenly and thoroughly 
(continuous revolving, wads and 
winds the clothes and does not 
agitate them enough). 


All mechanical and electrical 
equipment amply protected and 
totally enclosed. 


BUILT FOR LIFELONG SERVIOE IN THE BEST OF HOMES. 


of ш АР ЕХ " and “ ECONO ý Electric Vacuum Cleaners 


Write for particulars 


Phone 


2860 MUSEUM Duncan Watson & Co. 9 


Electrical Engineers, 


Telegrams: 


London.” 


61 & 62, Berners Street, LONDON, W. 1. 


| is lighter and more sanitary than 
D 


"CON Cc» 2. §- О SS Ol 0801—00 


ectric Washer. 


Kathode, Ox. 


И 
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THE “LITTLE BRITON» 
VACUUM CLEANER, 


No Gold goods are sold without the “ Hall. 
Mark.“ No Vacuum Cleaner should be sold 
without a Faraday House Test. Send for 
copy. Every Machine guaranteed 
this standard. 


CRYSELCO. 
fa pa 


to reach 


S £27 
МЫШ T M 
r £30 
ON АС 


Manufactured only by the 
All-British Lamp Company, 


CRYSELCO, LIMITED, 


Kempston Works, 
BEDFORD. 


d 


Send postcard TO-DAY for terms. 


Sole Manufacturers and Patentees : 


The TURNER ASPIRATORS, Ld, 


Dept. E., 87/9, Aldgate High Street E. 1. 
Telephone: Central 10361, 


Works: 2, Plough Yard, E.C. 2. 


Telegrams : * Cryselco, Kempston.” Telephone : 177 Bedford. 


We have been manufacturing pro- 
jectors for nearly a third of a cen- 
fury and we claim, therefore, to 
know something about them. 


Ease of control and accuracy of 
adjustment combined with sound 
mechanical design and the highest 
quality of workmanship are among 
the outstanding features of those 
we make. 


TUTETE TEET ET PAAS ates 


The illustration shows one of our 


types which embodies some special 
eatures. 


ASK US TO QUOTE. 
We make motors from 1 /700 H.P. 
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BRANCHES, 


М 

| | 

| LONDON: 1 7, Soho Square, W. 1. И é Y 6 
! МАКСНЕ5ТЕВ: Examiner Baiidings, $ Street. 
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— cturing . Electrical - Engineers 


© са е = е - - е = - = = - no ‘ 
Enma nrn mi: io i 
— — — X р . 
' + T 


Р =Œ 


june 25, 1920. J THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW SUPPLEMENT, 7 


Hicn CLASS ` 


House Шснт! NG 


ry 


f 


and 
Accessory Switchgear 


Knife and Clip Pattern Switches 

Radial and Battery Regulating Switches 
Automatic Accumulator Switches 

Field Breaking Switches 

High and Low Tension Automatic Oil Switches 
2 эй - - Isolating Switches 
Shunt Field Regulators | 


All Standard parts 
carried in Stock. 


Prompt Delivery of 
Complete Switchboards. 


KNIFE 
PATTERN 
SWITCH. | 


CLIP | 
PATTERN I 
SWITCH. 


STANDARD HOUSE 
LIGHTING SWITCHBOARD. 


Write for copy of 
Leaflet No. 214. 


CROMPT 


and COMPANY Limited. 
WORKS CHELMSFORD, ENG 


Regd Ofre and Export Dept.:—Sallebury House, London Wall, London, Eng. 
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The LESCO Lampholder ensures a big saving in time and trouble 


and makes for the STRICTEST ECONOMIES IN Е 
DIRECTION. 


Its simplicity will instantly appeal to the practical man and a “ 


two тшше” 


examination disclose its pronounced superiority over every other holder. 


Reference to the detailed sketch at top of page will emphasize this note of LESCO 
Simplicity and help you to more fully appreciate the following list of advantages :— 


Easily and quickly assembled—simplifies and 
oon fitting and SAVES 50% in wiring 
me. 

Has a single REVERSIBLE Shade-Locking 
Ring. OUTSIDE, which їз rapidly and 
securely fixed in position by a single turn. 
A Real Cord Grip which needs no cutting 
away and will withstand a pull of 60 Ibs. 


No LOOSE Screwed Shade Rings to bother 


with, and no screw threads to get crossed 
and ‘stripped. 

Has a BAYONET-joint connection ONLY— 
по tiresome screwed-threaded parts to 
cause trouble and delay. 

Makes a better and more reliable contact. 
Pressure is uniform and never varies. 


If you have not seen a sample LESCO Holder we invite you to send right away 


for one. 


Ask also for fully-illustrated literature, together with prices, &c. 


LESCO LIMITED, Lloyd's Bank Buildings, King St., MANCHESTER. 


LONDON OFFICE: 


SHEFFIELD : SCOTLAND : 
Nathan & Allen, Mylan & Smith (Engs.), Ltd., A. C. Borthwick, 
25, Victoria Street, S. V. I. 10, East Parade. 140, St. Vincent St., Glasgow. 


IRD TRADE ARK ШШ) 
— Lanmholder — 


(HOPE'S PROV, PATENTS) 


——— 
— 
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High in Efficiency and superior 
in manufacture, this Fuse fully | 
‘merits YOUR investi ation. | 


+ З 
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4 
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HOPES PATENI 


It has many distinctive features—features which are the outcome of a wide 
and specialised S which ensure unrivalled service. ў 


Every part of the “ FLUVENT” Fuse and Base is — 
manufactured to gauge. Any “ELUVENT” Fuse Bridge will 
make perfect contact in any “FLUVENT” Base. 

It is of compact size and has a very short break. No portion 
of the actual fuse wire in the fuse is in direct contact with 
the china at any point. 

The lining of the fuse chamber is indestructible, and will 
withstand 3000 deg. Centigrade. 


The fuse has a perfect inverse time element. 

The watts loss, and the mass of metal to be volatilised on 
short circuit is extremely ly small watts loss less than one-fifth 
of that in other makes. 

Fuse wire passing through small hole to contact prevents 
over-fusing. , 

Blowing effect of the tube tends to blow arc away from the 
contacts instead of towards them. 


A complete table of.fusing currents for all necessary sizes 
appears on the bottom of the “ FLUVENT" Fuse. 


We invite your application NOW for. fuller information. We can guarantee Deliveries 
for Urgent Orders within ten days if specially desired. | 


PARMITER, HOPE & SUGDEN, Ц 
Hulme Electrical Works, MANCH ESTER. 


London Office : 25, Victoria Street, S. W. 1. Scotland: A. C. Borthwick, 149, St.. Vineent St., Glasgow. 
North-East Coast : J. Gledson & Co., 48, Blackett St., Newcastle-on- Tyne 
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SHOGK-PROOF SWITCH & FUSE GEAR | 


ALL ндай 


Fully complies with the most 
stringent requirement of the 
HOME OFFICE. 


ASK FOR ILLUSTRATED 
LIST SHOWING FULL RANGE 
OF SIZES AND PATTERNS. 


PROMPT DELIVERIES COMBINED 15-amp. DOUBLE-POLE 


FROM SAFUSE and 5 or 10-amp. SINGLE- 


SAFUSE SWITCHES. 
All Sizes generally in Stock. POLE SWITCHBOARD. 


Double and Triple Pole. PATENTEES 8 MANUFACTURERS : 


15, 30, 60, 100, 200, 400 атрз. 


DONOVAN & CO., 


Works ; ў 4. 5 Co rn wa І i St ree t, Telegrams: “DONOVAN.” B'HAM 
CHURCH STREET. BI Fe М ] Г G Hi A М 4 Telephones : CENTRAL. 5703/5704. 
ARm————————PÓTrÓ— P i «MALLA Lll | i Re 


There are 30,000 
highly satisfied 


ASTER USERS 


which speaks well for the in- 
trinsic merits of these British- 
made engines. 


Read this extract from the letter 
of one, amongst these many 
customers : — 

“I have an Engine built in 1904 


(two cylinder) and it runs extremely 
well to-day ; the original bfasses are 
running to-day and the big ends have 
never been closed." 


REMEMBER TO INSIST ON ASTOR ENGINES WHEN SPECIFYING 
POWER PLANT. THERE IS AN ASTOR ENGINE FOR EVERY USE. 


AGENTS :— 


ASTER ENGINEERING CO. Ci) "леан 


onegal Square East. 


! oca 6 s^ eee Ва UM Si 


Telephone: Wembley 22 (2 lines). 


- — . + „л E n RR LLL ̃ — . t ———— —— — 
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RESISTANCES 


have Unbreakable, Jointless 
and Rustless Grids, and are 
Guaranteed for Five Years. 


Descriptive Pamphlet on Request. 


Sele Makers: 


The Electro-Mechanical Brake 
West Bromwich, England. Co., Ltd., 


London - „Donald H. Scott, 10. Arthur Street, Е.С. 4. 
Scotland - - J, McGregor & Co., 74, York St., Glasgow.- 
Newcastle-on-Tyne Е. H. Morley. Star Blás., Northumberland St. 
- R. Haste Carr, Crown Point Road, 
^ . L. Backhouse; Cathedral Hse., Long Millgate. 
= А. N. Douglas, 102. St. Mary St. 
„ J. d. Gilbert Lodge, 109. Pitt Street, Sydney. 


A saving of 5/6ths of the usual fixing charges 
can be made by using 


RAWLPLUGS 


(PATENT FIBRE PLUGS) 


For fixing all kinds of Electric or Gas Fittings, Wiring, 
Cables, Conduits, Switches, Ceiling Roses, Fuse and 
Connection Boxes, Brackets, Telephone Apparatus, all 
Switchboard and Installation work for Light, Heat 


or Power. . Among other advantages are 


SIMPLICITY of MANIPULATION, 
SAVING of TIME and COST, 
INVISIBILITY, NEATNESS, and LOW COST. 
By the sse ol Rawlplugs a Gan hold a obana in 
PLASTER, BRICK, CONCRETE, CEMENT, 


MARBLE, SLATE, STONE, TILES, GLASS, 
METAL, &c. 


A complete set of Rawlplugs & Tools. » £2. 
Trial Outfit (Post Free)... sss gss 5s. 6d. 


The RAWLPLUG Co., Ltd., 


Lenthall Place, Gloucester Road 


SOUTH KENSINGTON, S.W. 7. 
Telephone: KENSINGTON 6492 and 3370. 


ote 5 ИС 
vp a n H не 
NS Q this hea and well-made, 


КО herizontally and in either position it 


Do you install unprotected motors ? 
—fuse a small 


E. 


REPULSION START—INDUCTION 


SINGLE-PHASE MOTOR. 


(1/10 to 1/4 H.P.) 
so as to protect . \ 


it when carrying 
full load—and 
that fuse will 
usually be of 
ample capacity 
to enable it to 
successfully start 


i н.р. Motor Geared to an Air 


ful ] load А Compressor. 


Manufactured only by 


CENTURY ELECTRIC COMPANY, 
19th Pine to Olive Streets, St. Louis, Mo., U.S.A. 


A STOCK OF “CENTURY” MOTORS is CARRIED IN LONDON BY— 
The Sole British Agents— 


SWEDISH GENERAL ELECTRIC, LTD., 


5, CHANCERY LANE, W.C. 2. 
Sales Manager: R. A. MARPLES. 
Telegrams: " Autosyncro, Westcent, London.” Telephone: Holborn 17087 
262 


Barro 


AUTO-INDEX 


this head needs but a turn 
of the lever to the right to 
index it, then a turn to the left 
clamps it securely. 


It can be used either vertically or 


holds the work with maximum rigidity 
rlose to the table. 

Itis easily operated by unskilled labour, 

there being no possibility of mistakes 
i priis through the miscounting of 


qus us send you full illus. particulars, 
Chas. CHURCHILL. а C 
9-15, Leonard St., Secs 
Ad at MM 5 
Newcastle-on- Tyne. Сш Bristol, 
Leeds and Shefheld 
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— RENIEN SUPPLEMENT, [Jane 25, 49%, 


esc P SCREW СО. I? 


MACDONALD ROAD. WALTHAMSTOW, LONDON.£17. 


QUALITY ~~" 
P R| O E wr 
SERVICE ~ н 


НАТСНАМ МЕС. CO, L| 


314, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C. 1, 
Adaptors, Tanner Switches, Flex 
ALL ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES, 


Р, 
2 


= 
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"МАМЕ -PLATES- 


Ф ENCRAVED CAST PRESSED PRINTED & 
BRASS COPPER ALUMINIUM /VORIWE CELLULTP 


LONDON LABEL C^L:» 


HARLEY WORKS, BECKTON REE. 


RIGHT AT THE FRONT. 
The ‘‘ADAPTABLE’’ Earthing and Bonding Clip. 


Absolutely the only Clip on the market that Tel, 

. will fit any size condit, Cable, or Pipe. 5685 О 
HANN & INGLE, 13, Albert Place, 

Bridge Street, Manchester, (Or your Supplier) 


NETTE 
[he Croft Granite, Brick & Concrete Co., Lid, | 


CROFT, near LEICESTER. | 


|CAPPER PASS & SON, Ltd., 


BEDMINSTER SMELTING WORKS, BRISTOL 
Sellers of ANTIMONIAL LEAD of all Grades 


BUYERS OF ' 
| LEAD ASHES & LEAD RESIDUES from ACCUMULATORS. CROFT ADAMANT CELLWORK FOR E R. T. EQUIPMENT, 
Telegrams : “ Pass, BRISTOL,’ Telephone 3476. en | 


103. COUNTERWEIGHT SETS 


BEST ENGLISH CHINA, WIDE-GROOVE PULLE 
Rings stamped in ONE PIECE, | 


F. RYMAN, 116, Livery Street, Hehe 


ws AND SMALL | 
- MACHINED PARTS. 


HE ORMOND EREN САЛ РЕЛЕ ыны tec en „о 
(PROPRIETOR, E. J. DELFOSSE) 
99,  ONTONVILLEÉ ROAD, LONDON, N. n 


AIR FILTERS. 


London, W.C. 2 


т 
phone: Holborn 1812. 


The MOLLER Patent Dust-Proof 


See Advertisement June 18th. 
FILM COOLING TOWERS, LTD., 124, Chancery Lane, 
for Water, Steam, 


M ETER Compressed Air, &c.} 


GEORGE KENT, LTD., 
GOVERNORS 


INSULATION 


Mica & Micanite Supplies, Ld., 5165, ӨР 


SURPLUS CLEARANCE SALE. NEW WOODEN HUT 


Dwellings, Bungalows, Offices, Workshops, Motor Car Houa, 
Pavilions, Stables, Stores, Cantee ns, Greenhouses, Rustic Wor 
Barrows, Stoves „As bestos and Poultry Appliances, &c. 


Illustrated List Post Free. 


REET, 
T. BATH & co., e . 2. 


HOBSIL” = INSULATING BRICIS 


Give Highest Efficiency for 


ELECTRIC FURNACES, OVENS, &c., ht. | 
HOBDELL, WAY & CO., Lti., ee н р n E. 


SOLICITED. 


199, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C. 1. 

are a Speciality of ours. 

ARTNELL & CO., Ltd. 

WILSON P WORKS, LEEDS. ; 


116, Liv Street, 
(pe F RIM N., 
| ENQUIRIES 


CASH 
BUYERS 


SPRING COPPER EARTHING CLIPS 
with BRASS Screw, Nut and Washer. 
= TWELVE SIZES—}" to 3° ^J 


CASH 
BUYERS 


A. WEBSTER, _ 8845 
Great Western Railway Depot, — COPPER, BRASS. 


PARK ROYAL, GUN-METAL, 
LONDON. Also Boring 


N. VV 


SCRAP 
IRON, STEEL, 


ALSO 
TURNINGS, 
BORINGS. 

ác. TELEPHONE 


Its 1D UJ — 


WILLESDEN 23784 _ 
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STERLING SPECIALITIES FOR MINES 


are recognised by all the leading Authorities to be the 


BEST ON THE MARKET TO-DAY : 


BEST IN MANUFACTURE a BEST IN DESIGN 
BEST IN QUALITY | BEST FOR SAFETY 


AND BEST FOR ALL-ROUND RELIABILITY AND GOOD VALUE. 


DELIVERY 


FROM . 


STOCK. 


THE 'PHONE WITH TWO RECEIVERS. 


Gas and Watertight Magneto Mining Telephone. 
The Generator Contacts are totally enclosed, thus Iron Case with hinged 
rendering it impossible for open sparking to take place. front. 


This Telephone complies with Home Office Regulations. This Telenhone complies with Home Office Regulations. 


Battery Ringing Mining 
Telephone in Watertight 


DELIVERY 


FROM 


STOCK. 


No. S 6095. A MN No. S 6097. | 

IRON-CASED WATERPROOF BELL. THE '"SUBTER" (Regd. Trade Mark). 
‚ Recommended for damp situations and general use, for, Safety Bell. All live parts carefully insulated from case. 
being of. metal throughout, they are unaffected by changes Cover fastened by key headed screws which cannot be entirely 


of temperature. removed. Passed by H.O. for use in fiery mines. 


It is important to know that we are Specialists in all manner of electrical devices for signalling in Mines. Many of the 
largest Collieries throughout the Kingdom are equipped with Sterling Signalling Systems and in all cases they render the , 
utmost satisfaction. | : 


WRITE FOR FULL PARTICULARS. 


Sterling Telephone & Electric Co. Ltd., 
TELEPHONE HOUSE, 
210-212, TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON, W. 1. 


Telegrams : ** Cucumis, Ox., London.” Telephone Nos. : 4144 Museum (7 lines). 
|  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE : 42, Westgate Road. 
WORKS : DAGENHAM, ESSEX. CARDIFF : З, Park Place. 
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TESTING 


for 


Direct Current. 


ьобеозаовооьоо у 2 


PU M M M — 


| 
| 
| 


The deciding test of an electrical 
instrument is the service it gives 
under the most exacting conditions. 


G.E.C. products have earned a 
world-wide reputation for 


ACCURACY and 
RELIABILITY. 


= е Combined Voltmeter and Milliammeter. 


Continuous research, based 
upon lengthy experience, ensures 
the very latest improvements in 
both construction and design. 


de o 


_ Every instrument made by the 
А General Electric Со., Ltd., bears 
the Magnet" Trade Mark—a 


guarantee of British. manufacture. 
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DELIVERIES FROM: STOCK. 


Illustrated Catalogue ('* M" Section) post 
free on applicatien. 


M 4100. 
Combined Ammeter and Voltmeter. 
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| The General Electric Co., Ltd. 


| Head Office: 67, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4 


Telephones : London Wall No. 3600 (30 lines). Telegrams : Electricity. Cent, London." 
Cablegrams : " Polyphase, London." 

BRANCHES :—MANCHESTER: Victoria Bridge. LIVERPOOL: Electricit i D 5 
: і : . : y Buildings, Church Alley. LEEDS: 11а, 
| Wellington Street. SHEFFIELD: Angel Street, GLASGOW: 71, Waterloo Btreet, ABERDEEN. 26, Bridge 
|| Street BIRMINGHAM: 42, High Street, NOTTINGHAM: 4, Chapel Par. BELFAST: 13, Queen’ Street. 
SEA See Street. CORK: 42, Grand Parade. CARDIFF: Womanby Street. BRISTOL: $1, Victoria 


44 Wind Street. NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE : 30, Gallowgate. HULL: 64 & 66, Charlotte 
Street. SOUTHAMPTON: 24. High Street. EDINBURGH: Electric Buildings 100 Hanover Street, 
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MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS. 


BY DIRECTION OF THE DISPOSAL BOARD 
(Plant and Machinery Section), 


IMPORTANT 2 DAYS’ SALE OF 


MACHINE TOOLS, PLANT 
AND ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT, 


at the 


ROYAL NAVAL GUN FACTORY, 
WESTHOUGHTON, LANCASHIRE, 


On WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY, JULY 21st & 22nd, 


Commencing at 12 Noon each day prompt. 


INCLUDING : 


33 Lathes, S.S. & S.C. wire coiling, boring and others, 3§ in. 
centres up to 24 in. centres, by leading makers. 

29 Milling Machines, vertical, special, thread and profile, by 
Herbert & Co., Ltd., and others. 

Four Milling and Profiling. Machines. 

Three Portable Duntley Electric Drilling Machines, 1 in. 
x 4 in. capacity, by the Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Co. * 
Lt 

Nine Drilling Machines, horizontal, vertical, sensitive, drill- 
ing and tapping and rifle barrels, by J. Holroyd & Co. and 
others. 

Two Shaping Machines, 8 in. and 12 in. stroke. 

Nine Slotting Machines, 20 in. to 24 in. stroke, by Hulse & 
Co. and others. 

Seven Planing Machines to admit from 2 ft. 6 in. to 4 ft. 

13 Grinding Machines, universal, surface, plain, external and 
others, by J. Holroyd & Co. and С. Churchill & Co., Ltd. 

19 Hack Sawing Machines, various, by E. G. Herbert, Ltd., 
and others. 

Three Rifling Machines for 3 in., 4 in., 6 in. and 6 pdr. 
naval guns. 

16 Single Ended Gun Finish Boring Machines. 

Three Double Ended Gun Rough Boring Machines. 

Four Gun Boring Machines, 95 in. centre. 

Two Horizontal, two Spindle Draw Boring Machines, for 
Rifle Barrels. 

Two Rifle Barrel Reaming Machines. 

Two Rifle Barrel Rifling Machines. 

Four lapping Machines for 4 in. and 6 in. bore guns and 
rifle barrels. 

. Three Breech Screwing Attachments for Thread Cutting. 

10 Grindstones with Stones from 30 in. by 4 in. up to 60 in. 
by 10 in., by Alldays & Onions and others. 

Two Blowing Fans by Alldays & Onions. 

One Eureka Metal Jig Sawing Machine, by Thomson & 
Co., U.S.A. f 

One Band Sawing Machine, No. 38 Sager. 

One Planing Machine for Woodworking: No. 7 Sager. 

Two Broaching Machines, by Lapointe & Co., U.S.A. 

Four Revolving Stays for Planing Naval Gun Jackets. 

Two Geared Crane Ladles, 20 cwt. and 40 cwt. 

100 Boring Bars from 2 in, up to 6 in. diameter, various 
lengths. 

Six tons Cast-iron Wall Brackets and Hangers. 

One -ton electrically-driven Forge Crane, working radius 
5 ft. 3 in. to 16 ft., height of lift 12 ft., by Thwaites Bros., 
Ltd., Bradford. 

Two 7 in. high lift electrically-driven Centrifugal Pumps to 
deliver 450 gallons per minute, by Worthington, Ltd. 

Three 4 in. low lift electrically- driven Centrifugal Pumps, 
by Worthington, Ltd. 

One С.С. 3 type "A"' Gas Compressor, by Alldays & 
Onions, Ltd. 

Two Centrifugal Oil Separators, by Manlove & Elliott. 
One Magnetic Separator, by Phillips, Ltd. 

One Sand and Loam Mill, by Phillips, Ltd. 

One 1,000 ton Hvdraulic Straightening Press, complete with 
Pumps, by Davy Bros. 

Опе electrically-driven Stamping Plant, consisting of two 
batteries of drop stamps, five oil-fired furnaces, five coke-fired 
furnaces, one oil-fired annealing furnace, one coke-fired anneal- 
ing furnace, one Roots Acme Blower, two double-throw 
feed pumps, two storage tanks and No. 6 size trimming press 
with the following motors: one 50 H.P. motor and starter, two 
15 H.P. motors and starters, and one 3 H. P. motor and starter. 

One Gas Producer Plant, consisting of tempering and muffle 
furnaces and tanks for 4 in. and 6 in. guns, Duff ’’ Gas Pro- 
ducer plant, three units, gas main, flues and two chimneys, 
25 N.P. vertical boiler and motor-driven air fan by the Dowson 
& Mason Gas Plant Co., Ltd. 

One Cupola Plant, consisting of two cupolas, ‘ Roots 
motor-driven blower, charging platform and, jib swing crane 
and fittings, by Jas. Evans & Co., Ltd. 

One 20 Kw. Rotary Converter Set, consisting of rotary con- 
verter and transformer, four meters and PD.. slate panel and 
fittings, by The Lancashire Electric Power Co., Ltd. 


One Gas-oven Semi-muffle Furnace, No. 1, with No. 4 Rotary 
Pressure Blower, by C. Churchill & Co., Ltd. 

One Oil-fired Reverberatory Type Furnace, complete, by. C. 
Churchill & Co., Ltd. 

55 D. O. Electric Motors, 1 н.р. to 95 H. p., by Electromotors, 
Laurence & Scott and others. 

2,156 lb. of Single Leather Belting. 

476 lb. of Double Leather Beltiny. 

47 lb. of Balata Belting. 

Admission by Catalogue only, price 1s. each. 
On view one week prior to date of sale. 


Catalogues may be had from the Auctioneers, 


SALISBURY & HAMER, F. A. I., 


Borough Chambers, 54, Church Street, Blackburn (T. N. 5051) 
and 7, Pall Mall, Manchester (T.N. 566 City). 


Мо. —For particulars of other Government property for sale 
Surplus, price 3d., at all bookstalls or by quarterly sub- 
scription of 28. post free in the United Kingdom, payable in 
advance to the DIRECTOR OF РСвисІтү, Ministry of Munitions, 
Whitehall Place, London, S.W.1. 1031 


MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS. 
BY DIRECTION OF THE DISPOSAL BOARD. 
(Plant and Machinery Section), 


Electrical Stores for Sale 


at the 
ORDNANCE STORES (South Entrance), 


ABBEY FIELD, COLCHESTER, 


| оп 
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY, 
13th, 14th and 15th JULY, 


at Eleven a.m., daily, comprising : 


850 miles Cable and Man (Power, Lighting, Instrument 
and Bell, in Drums, Reels and Coils). 

353 Portable Telephone Sets (Hand and Watch 'Phones). 

50 Telegraph (6-line) Commutators. 

20-line Switchboards. . 

Galvanometers. 

50 Telegraph Vibrators and Commutators. 

1,200 Electric Field Signalling Lamps (in leather cases). 

Hand and Thumb Fuse Carriers, Clips and Bases. 

50 10-volt Accumulators, 8 2-volt ditto. 

35 Magneto and Dynamo Exploders. 

330 Glass Paraboloid Reflectors, 60 c.m. ` 

Accessories, Spare Parts, Pure Rubber Taps, Cable Couplers, 
Electric Bells (Magneto and Battery), Plyers, Terminals, Ad- 
justing Screws, 3.5 Bulbs, Electric Torches (Telescope and 
Button Bull's Eye), &c., &с. 

43 H.S. and Treadle Sewing Machines (Jones’ -H.S.6; 
Singer's 16 and 45 K.33), with Single and Double Trough 
Benching, Double Transmitters, Shafting and Stools. 

 Eyelettin Machine, Saddler's Machine. 

14 н.р. Parsons Oil Engine (coupled to 7 Kw., 220 volt, 
32 amps., shunt generator). 

Tinning Plant, Unit complete, with Heavy Lead-lined Wood 
and Iron Tanks, Draining Boards and Tables, Hoods, Chim- 
neys, Iron and Wood Gratings. - 

44 in. Centre Screw-cutting Lathe (by Midwinter & Co.). 

Vertical Drilling Machine, Cement Testing Machine (by 
Addie, London). 

Vertical Boiler Tubular, 9 ft. by 3 ft. 4 in. (by Lumby, 
Son & Wood, Ltd.), in new condition. 

Circular Saw Bench (Rise and Fall) (by Aublet, Harry & 
Co., Ltd., Peterborough), with Keighley 5.7 н.р. Oil Engine 
(on Portable Carriage with Cooling Tank, nearly new). 

Unite complete with 4 saws, 2 in. stool shafting and coup- 
lings, Plummer blocks, split, whole and loose pulleys, leather, 
belting, &c. 

x "Lion" Force Pumps and Horizontal Force and Lift 
tto. 

Armoured Suction Hose Flap Valve Strainers, 350 Field 
Telegraph Poles, Straw Baler, 14 Miners’ Trucks, Tripod 
Pumps, 250 lengths Fire Hose, Rotary Blower and Hose. 

Corn Crusher, a 5-cwt. Platform Weighing Machine, Port- 
able 3 ft. 6 in. Telegraph Tables, &c. 

Further particulars may be obtained from the Controller, 
Plant and Machinery Section, Disposal Board, Ministry of 
үе Embankment Buildings, Charing Cross, London, 


Catalogues may be obtained from the Auctioneer, 


HERBERT BASKETT, 


10, Crouch Street, Colchester. 


NOTE. —For particulars of other Government Property for 
sale see Surplus, price 3d., at all bookstalls or by quarterly 
subscription of 2s. post free in the United Kingdom payable 
in advance to the Director of Publicity, Ministry of E 


Whitehali Place, London, S.W.1. 
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MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS, |. 
BY DIRECTION OF THE DISPOSAL BOARD . 
(Plant and Machinery Section). 


FOUR DAYS’ SALE OF 
VALUABLE PLANT 
and MACHINERY, 


at the 


NATIONAL ORDNANCE FACTORY 
(o. 2) HUNSLET, LEEDS, . 


TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 


“=ч 


OB 


son: 


13th, 14th, 15th and 16th,7 JULY, 
| At ELEVEN am. daily. 
COMPRISING : 
LATHES. 


Seven 104 in. Centres S. and S., 10 ft. beds, by Milwawkee. 
i Three 13 in. Centres S. Sand S.C., on 10 ft. beds, by Pitts- 
urg. 


One 91 in. Centres $$: and S.C., on 8 ft. beds, by Le 
lorrde. - Б оъ nd 


Six 15 in. Centres S.S. and 8:С., on 14 ft. bed, by J. Lang 
ш С Ags A ^ : 
Ourteen 12 in. Centres S.S. and S.C., 15 ft. beds, b 
Dean, Smith & Gracé.s |.» fi ^ Mr ideis 
Twelve 12 in. Centres 8.8. and S.C., on 15 ft. beds, by 
Tangye. | TI T E — K * i 
One 12 in. Centre S.S: and S.C., 94 ft. bed 
Smith & Grace. T i toa сб 
One 19 in. Centre S.S. and S.C., on 12 ft. bed, by Broadbent. 
One 18 in. Centre 8.8. and S. C., on. 17 ft. bed, by Broad- 


bent: : 
Two 12 in. Centres S. S. and 8.C., on 16 ft. beds, by Dicken- 


Two 9 in. Centres S.S. and S.C., on 8 ft. bed, by Libby. 
Forty-three 15 in. Centres S. and S., on 14 ft. beds, by J. 
Lang & Son. | | TN par 
Twelve 16 in. Centres S. and S., on 15 ft. beds with exten- 
sion bed 14 ft. long, by Gidden & Lewis. 
Fifty-five 12 in. Centres S. and S., on 14 ft. 6 in. beds, by 
J. Stirk & Son. 
Twelve 15 in. Centres S. and S., on 96 ft. beds, by J. Stirk 
and Son. | 
Live 18 in. Centres S. and S., on 24 ft. beds, by Blackstone. 
р 5 e by A. Herberts. 
enty 121 in. Centre Boring, on 27 ft. bed, ) 
We erg 7 » s As кр, 
ree 7 in. Centre Rifling Machines, ft. / 
Kendall & Gent g Machines, on 25 ft. beds, by 
Five 18 in. Centres ditto, on 42 ft. beds, by Walmsley. 
Four 16 in. Centre ditto, on 33 ft. beds, by Mather & Platt. 
Two 18 in. Centre ditto, on 42 ft, beds, by Armstrong and 
W hitworth | 
Four 18 in. Centre ditto, on 42 ft. beds, by Haigh. 
cae in. Centre Wire Winding, on 94 ft. beds, by J. Stirk 
and Son. Ж, 
J AND OTHER. LATHES BY 


Dempster Moore, Parkinson, Swift, Bridgeford & Co., Smith 
ш ЕЕЕ Selson & Birmingham. 

Ten 13 in. Centre Lapping Machin 95 ft. 2 
Stick & Sons. pping Machines on t. beds, by J. 

Two 15} in. Centre ditto, on 40 ft. beds, by T. White & Sons, 

Large number of 3 and 4 Jaw Independent Chucks from 
24 їп. to 8 in. diam. = 

ae PLANING MACHINES, 

Two 16 ft. by 5 ft. by 5 ft., by J. Buckton & Son. 

Tem 16 ft. by 5 ft. by 5 ft., by J. Stirk & Sons. 

1 9 19 А 2 pn ae З ft., by J. Buckton & Son. - | 

our t. by 2 ft. 6 in. by 2 ft. 6 in., by J. Whiteley & 

One 14 ft. by 4 ft., by G. Butler. P SEN SD 

One 12 ft. by 4 ft. by 4 ft., by Smith & Coventry. 

One 8 ft. by 2 ft. 6 in. by 3 ft., by J. Buckton & Son. 

One 6 ft. 6 in. by 2 ft. 6 in. by 2 ft. 6 in., by Greenwood 
and Batley. | 

Four Shaping Machines, 30 in. and 24 in. and 16 in. strokes 
by Selson. а | 

Three Vertical Milling Machines, 40 in. 
and 12 in. Circular Tables, by Becker. 

One Universal Milling Machine, 48 in. by 91 in. table, by 
Parkinson. iat 

One Universal Milling Machine, 46 in. 
Cincinatti. 

One -Universal Milling Machine, 42 in. 
Kempsmith. 

One Plain Milling Machine, 60 in. by 16 in. table. by 
Becker. it 
a Milling Machine, 42 in. by 12 in. table, by A. 


(heavy type), 24 in. 


by 83 in. table, by 


by 81 in. table, by 


[June 25, 1920. 
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One Plain Milling Machine, 20 in. by 4 in, table, by Fox. 

One Plain Milling Machine, 78 in. by 14 in. table, by J. 
Buckton & Son. 

One Spur and Worinwheel Gear Cutting Machine, 2 in. 
circular table, by Wallwork. . T 

One 18 in. stroke Cleared Slotting Machine, 32 in. circular 
table, by G. Butler & Co. 

One 10 in, stroke Geared Slotting Machine, 20 in. circular 
table, by Judson & Jackson. | 

Two Central Thrust 5 ft. 6 in. Radial Drilling Machines, 
by Asquith. С | 

Four 4 ft. 6 in. Radial Drilling Machines, by Asquith. 

One 3 ft. 6 in. Radial Drilling Machines, by Muir. 

One 2 ft. 6 in. Radial Drilling Machine, by Archdale. 

One 4 ft. Radial Drilling- Machine, by Greenwood & Batley. 

Pillar Drilling Machine, by Firbank & Jones & Shipman., 

Six Sensitive Drilling Machines, by Pollard & Layland and 


Clifford. 


Six Plain Grinding Machines, by Lumsden. 


Two Universal Grinders, 5 ft. 6 in. by 6%. in. tables and 


4 ft. 8 in. by 9 in. tables, by Landis & Brown & Sharp. 

One Universal Grinder, by Norton. 

One Twist Drill Grinder, by Washburn & Co. 

One Surface Grinder, by The American Tool Co. 

One Plain Cutter Grinder, by Oldroyd. 

One Double Disk Grinder, by Selson. 

Two Screwing Machines to 94 in., by Heaps & Co., and 
Chadwin. T | 

Three Hack Saw Machines, by Churchill & Selson. | 

One nearly new Horizontal ring, Drilling, and Tapping 
Machine, by Dickinson. Tam | | 

One Band Saw Machine ,by Noble & Lund. . . 

One Punching and Shearing Machine, by Gittus. _. 
Nia 200-ton Pressure Hydraulic Presses, by Hawthorn, 
avy. 9. ] 
One Hydraulic Straightening Press, by Stewart. ; 

Hydraulic Accumulator, 12 in. ram, 15 in. stroke. casing 
10 ft. diam., to 1,500 lb. working pressure. 
Set of Three-throw Hydraulic Pumps, rams 3 9/16 diam., 


12 in. stroke, 60 revs., by Barclay. 


Two Air Pressure Acme Blowers, by Thwaites. 

Seven Rotary Drum Pumps. * | 

Fifty-seven 10 cwt. Hand Travelling Cranes, 12-16 ft. spans, 
by Vaughan. 

Six 15 cwt. 
Vaughan. 

Thirteen 20 cwt. Hand Travelling. Cranes, 24-35 ft. spans, 
by Vaughan. 

6,000 of 8 in. by 4 in. Steel Rolled Joists for crane tracks. 

Three 15 cwt. Wall Gib Cranes, by Morris. 

Two 20 ewt. Electric Lifts. , 

Five 2-ton Electric Travelling Cranes, 33 ft. span, by Morris 
and Isles. 

Five 30 cwt. Electric Autotnatic Trucks, by Edison. 

One 40 ewt. Electric Automatic Tractor, by Lancing, and 
Generating Set. 

201.—ELECTRIC 


One 75-B. H. P., A. C., by G.E.C. 

Twelve 50-B. H.P., A. C., by J. Holmes & Co. 

Twenty-three 25-B.H.P., A. C., by J. Holmes & Co. 

Thirty-seven 12-B. H. P., D.C., by the Lancashire Dynamo and 
Phoenix Co. i 

Seventy-five 10-B.H.P., A.C., by J. Holmes & Co. 

Sixteen 5-B.H.P., by Phoenix Co., Bradford. 

Twenty-seven 3-B.H.P., A.c., by G.E.C. 

Three 2-B.H.P., A. C., by the British Westinghouse. 

Seven 1j-B.H.P., A. C., by Phoenix Co. 

And Starters for same. 

20 miles various size Cable from 3-bore Armoured to V.R. 
3/90. 

3,300 ft. of 3} in., З in., and 23 in. Mild Steel Turned Shaft- 
ing, by Croft & Co. 

108 pairs of Flanged Couplings. 

270 Swivel Ring Oil Bearing Plummer Blocks. 

930 С.Т. Floor Stands. | 

350 W.I. Split Pulleys. 

15,000 ft. of Hepplethwhite and Gripole Belting. 

Sand Blast Machine. 

3-cwt. Pneumatic Hammer, by Massey. 


WOODWORKING MACHINERY. 
Band Saw Machine. Circular Saw Machine, Surface Planing 


Hand Travelling Cranes, 16-22 ft. spans, by 


MOTORS. 


Machine, Mortising Machine, Fox's Wood Trimmer, Wood- 


turning Lathe, Joiners’. Benches, and quantity dry Timber 
Battens, &c. 

Large Quantity of W.I. and Hydraulic Piping. 

On View Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. Saturday, and 
Monday, July 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and 12th, from 10 to 5 
o'clock. 

Catalogues, 9s. each, on application to the Auctioneers. 


EADON & LOCKWOOD, F. A. I., 
St. James Street, SHEFFIELD. 
Admission by Catalogue only. 
Telegrams: '' Weedon, Sheffeld." Telephone: Central III. 
NorE.—For. particulars of other Government Property for 
Sale, see Surplus,“ price 3d., at all Bookstalls, or by = 
terly subscription of 2s., post free in the United Kingdom. 
pavable in advance to the Director of Publicity, Ministry of 
Munitions, Whitehall Place, London, S. W. I. 1082 
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WALUATIONS, 
AUCTIONS and 
ARBITRATION S ot 


Electrical Works, Plant and Stock; 


WHEATLEY KIRK, PRICE & CO. 


(Established 1850), 
46, Watling Street. " 16, Albert Square, 


London, E.C. Manchester. 
26, Collin$wood Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


To Electricians, Factors, Contractors and Shippers. 


“THE MART,” 


119—121, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON, S.E.1. 


The ASSETS AUCTIONS Co., Ld. 


are instructed to 
SELL BY AUCTION WITHOUT RESERVE, 


On WEDNESDAY next, JUNE 30th, 
at 12 o'clock prompt, 


The REMAINING STOCK of an 
ELECTRICAL GOODS FACTOR, 


including : | 
75 MILES OF VARIOUS CABLE—1/16, 1/18, 1/20, 1/18 twin, 
3/20, 7/20, 7/25, 7/18, 7/22. 19/22, 56/22, 3/22, 14/36, 36/40 (cab tyre), 
1/10 (cotton covered). 37/16, 96/16 (short length), 19/14, 14/40 (cab 
tyre), 35/40 (cab tyre). 

BELL WIRE—Cotton covered, twin, Xo, ditto High Tension, 
Lead Covered and Telephone Cable. | 
About 20 miles various unbraided Cable. 

2,000 Reels of Weaving Silk. 

6 cwt. of 40 and 30 g. Copper Wire. 

15 amp. Tinned Fuse Wire. 

About two tons various useful Cable and Materials from Govern- 
ment temporary erections. 

Conduit Fittings, Flat Irons, Brass back-plates, 2-volt Accumu- 
lators, 30 Glass Tanks (16" x 93“ x 19"), 4 Electric Drillers (in 
perfect order). 

5.H.P. SEMI-ENCLOSED MOTOR, 220 volt. 


220-volt, 34-amp. Generators, 700 Metal Filament Lamps, 110 
to 250 volts, 150 Half-watt Lamps. 


3 4-H.P. MOTORS and STARTERS, 220 volts. 

2 5-H.P. 97 99 99 99 99 

1 71-H.P. 99 99 П 9 57 

l 9-H.P. 5 99 99 | 9 9 

On view day previous and morning of Sale. Catalogues upon 
application. Tel. Hop 743. 1093 


SITUATIONS VACANT. 
Latest time for receiving, 5 p.m. Wednesday. 


SALE URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


ANTED, General Assistant for Mains, able to joint on 
L.T. lead-covered cable, fix and read meters and 

general outside work. 

Assistant for Station. D.C., 3-wire system with batteries. 

Diesel engine experience essential. 

Applications, with full particulars of experience, copies of 

references and wages required, should be sent to the ELEc- 

TRICAL ENGINEER, Town Hall, Sale. 


SKILLED FIREMAN.  . 


ANTED Skilled Fireman, used to Babcock & Wilcox 
Water-tube Boilers. 
Particulars of experience, wages required, and when a start 
could be made, to be forwarded to— 
BOROUGH ELECTRICAL ENGINEER. 
Grey Friars’ Road, 
Doncaster. 


1048 
YORKSHIRE ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY. 


Ae are invited for the position of Mechanical 
and Electrical Engineer. Applicants rnust be capable of 
laving out and supervising the erection of all classes of Elec- 
trical Plant and apparatus. 

Apply, stating salary required, and giving full particulars 
of education, training (technical and practical), and subse 
quent experience, to Head Office, Wellington Road, Dewsbury. 
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THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW SOPPLEMENT. 


SITUATIONS VACANT.— Continued. 


INDIA. 


реш the service of the Government of India 

an Electrical Engineer, graded for pav, &c., as Foreman, 
for the new power house of the Ammunition Factory, Kirkee. 
Candidates should have had experience in running a Power 
House with three-wire, direct current distribution, overhead 
mains. Preference to a candidate with some knowledge of 
Diesel Oil Engines and Static Balancers, and with Mechanical 
experience. 

Terms.—Engagement for five years with option of extension 
or permanency if approved by Government. 

Salary.—Rs. 500 per month, rising by Rs. 20 p.m. annually 
to Rs. 580 in the fifth year. Possible increase to Rs. 650 after 
ten years’ service. Free quarters, medical attendance, and 
17 out and home for selected candidate and family, 
if any. 

Further particulars and forins of application from Director- 


General of Stores, India Office, London, S. W. I. Quote 
S.9361. Last date for receipt of applications Топу 3rd. 1022 
LOUGHBOROUGH CORPORATION ELECTRICITY 
DEPARTMENT. 


ANTED, at once, a thoroughly experienced Meter 
Superintendent, capable of overhauling and testing 
Chamberlain & Hookham and Ferranti p.c. Ampere-hour type 
Meters; Chamberlain & Hookham, Ferranti, and Mordey- 
Fricker Prepayment Meters. Also to keep up-to-date meter 
records, and satisfactorily carry out the routine work of the 
Department. Salary £5 5s. per week, inclusive of all bonuses 
and awards to date. Good prospects to sinart, competent 
man. 
Apply, giving age, and full particulars of experience— 
R. B. LEACH, 
Borough Electrical Engineer and Manager. 
Electricity Works, 


Loughborough. 1091 


SHIFT ENGINEER. 


^ HIFT ENGINEER required with good mechanical and 
k9 electrical training, accustomed to the operation of Turbo- 
Alternators, experienced in E.H.T., 3-phase, А.С. and D.c. supply, 
and must have good experience in Boiler-house control. 
Salary (at present under consideration) £300 per annum, 
including all bonuses, per six 8-hour shifts per Week. 

Apply, giving full particulars of training and experience, 
with copies of testimonials, to— 

THE POWER STATION SUPERINTENDENT. 
The Salt Union, Ltd., 
Western Point Power Station, 
Runeorn. А 

(This station supplies Power in bulk to The Mersey Power 

Co., Ltd.) 978 


CHIEF ASSISTANT ENGINEER. 


T HOOD & CO., LTD., St. Stephen's Avenue, Bristol, 
e require gentleman for above position at once. 
Applicants must have first-class commercial and technical 
experience. 

Full particulars will be eent by post. 951 


OLDHAM CORPORATION TRAMWAYS. 


ANTED an Armature Winder for Traction Work. Must 
be competent to rebuild Commutators. Standard rate 

of wages, plus 28. per week. 
Applications to GENERAL. MANAGER AND ENGINEER, Corpora- 
tion Tramways, Oldham. 1020 


SHIFT ENGINEER (RELIEF). 


ANTED, Shift Engineer, (Relief) for p.c. Station, Bab- 

cock Boilers, able to do small repairs. Wages £4 2s. 

per week (inclusive). 

Reply, stating age, experience, and copies of three testi- 

monials, to 1052, ELECTRICAL Review, 4, Ludgate Hill, Lon- 
don, E.C. 4. 


JOINTER. 


ANTED, Jointer, used to House servicing. 
system. Rate 15. 114. per hour. 
References to ENGINEER. AND MANAGER, Pontypridd Urban 
District Council’s Generating Station, Treforest, Pontypridd. 

1088 


D. C., 3-wire 


WORKING ELECTRICIAN. 


ANTED Working Electrician in a Corporation Tramway 
Depót in Yorkshire. Must be used to Lighting, Motor 
Circuits, and Controller work. | 
Apply, giving age, experience, and wages required, to 1016, 
ELECTRICAL Review, 4, Ludgate Hill, London, E. C. 4. 


(Centinuad on neat page.) 
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SITUATIONS VACANT.—Continued. 


BOROUGH OF WREXHAM. 


Appointment of Electrical Engineer. 


T HE CORPORATION invite applications for the post of 
Resident Electrical Engineer. 

Candidates must have had experience in 
a central station. 

The person appointed will be required to devote the whole 
of his time to the duties of the office. 

The commencing salary will be £450 per annum, inclusive of 
all fees and emoluments. 

Where the qualifications for the performance of the duties 
are equal, preference will be given to the applicant who has 
the best record of War Service. 

Further particulars may be obtained from the undersigned, 
to whom applications (stating age and experience), endorsed 
“ Electrical Engineer," and accompanied by copies of not 
more than three testimonials, must be delivered no tlater than 
.13 noon on Monpay, Јоу 12th, 1920. 

Canvassing, either directly or indirectly, will disqualify, 
but Candidates are at liberty to send copies of their applica- 
tions to members of the Council if they so desire. 

LAWSON TAYLOR. 
Town Clerk. 


the working of 


Guildhall, Wrexham. 
June And, 1990. 1109 
— —— TS —— ——— 
SHIFT ENGINEER. 


Mains and Meter Assistant. 


S HIF. ENGINEER required for р.с., 3-wire Poder 
Station; 1,000-kw. Gas Plant in use, and 2,000-K w. 
Steam Plant being installed. Good electrical technical train 
ing and experience operation high speed engines and water- 
tube boilers essential. Experience large gas engines desirable. 
Also assistant required for Mains and Meter Department, 
capable of locating faults in Mains, maintaining apparatus in 
consumers’ premises, and testing meters. Good electrical 
knowledge essential. | , | 
Applications, for both appointments, stating full particulars 
of experience, qualification, age, wages required, and when 
free to start duties, to ENGINEER AND MANAGER, Corporation 
Electricity Works, Alloa. 1098 


TANGANYIKA TERRITORY. 


ELEGRAPH SUB-ENGINEER required for service in the 
Posts and Telegraphs Department of the Tanganyika 
Territory for a period of from 20 to 30 months, with possible 
extension. Salary £300 rising to £350 by annual increments 
of £15. Quarters free of rent, and free passages and liberal 
leave in England on full ealary. 

Candidates, age between 23 and 40, should possess a technical 
and practical knowledge of telegraphy and telephony, instrn- 
ments, line construction, maintenance, including survey and 
estimating for new lines. should understand contro] of labour; 
experience in enginecriug departinent. of British Post Office 
preferred, or Colonial experience in sinular position. 

Apply at once by letter, stating age, whether married ог 
single, and full particulars of experience, to the Crown Agents 
for the Colonies, 4, Millbank, Londen, S.W.1, and quoting 
M/9571. 


1126 
— —ää— ää' '. . — — — 
CITY OF BIRMINGHAM EDUCATION COMMITTEE. 


EQUIRED in September next the full-time services of 

R Lecturers in the following subjects :— 

MUNICIPAL. TECHNICAL SPREA 5 W. E. Sumpner, 
Sc.). 

Physics, Electrical Engineering, Mechanical Engineering. 
HANDSWORTH TECHNICAL SCHOOL (Principal: W. E. Harrison, 
R. C. Sc.). 

Mechanical Engineering. И 

The commencing Stary offered will depend upon the pre- 
vious training and experience of the candidates. | 

For full particulars apply to Secretary, Municipal Technical 
School, Suffolk Street. Birmingham, specifying post in respect 
of which particulars are required. 806 


MANAGER. 


IRM manufacturing Transformers requires services of 
F experienced Engineer for above position. Must have 
works experience and be up to date in Transformer design. 

Apply. stating experience and salary required, to 1111, ELEC- 
RICA, REVIEW, 4. Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 4. 


CABLE JOINTER. 


ABLE JOINTER wanted for three-wire network. Experi- 
| low-tension triple-cancentric feeder cables 
and Х.В. distributors laid solid, with Service work thereon. 

Full particulars to be sent to the CORPORATION ELECTRICITY 


Works. Perth. stating age, experiance, and ‘when able 8 
p 111 


ence with 


— GÓ:uÜ€——— e 
n 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW SUPPLEMENT. 


(June 25, 19%, 


SITUATIONS VACANT.—Continud, 


ENGINEER. 


ANTED to take charge of a shift, technically trained 
Engineer with experience of high pressure Boller 
Turbo Generators, and E.H.T. 3-phase Switchgear. Hours § 
per week. Salary at the rate of £169 per annum, plus X) per 
cent., plus £120, total £322 16s. 
Apply, in own handwriting, stating age. present salary, and 
particulars of training, to THE GENERAL MANAGER, Electricity 
Offices, Dunning Street, Sunderland. 1107 


ELECTRICAL POWER ENGINEERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


Yorkshire Electric Power Co., Stalybridge, Hyde, Mossley 
and Dukinfieid Tramways and Electricity Board. 


A LL ENGINEERS, before accepting any position ea the 
Staffs of either of the above undertakings, are recon 
mended to communicate with the undersigned. 
CI W. ARTHUR JONES, 
General Secretary. 


65-66, Chancery Lane, 
London, W.O.2. 6666 


Cheap prepaid Advertisements are inserted under this heading at the n 
of One Penny Per Word (miniinum 15.). Three Const entive Insertions jog 
the price of two, if ordered and prepaid with first insertion. 

Box Number and ELECTRICAL REVIEW address count as seven words, 


—: 22-209 
CCUMULATOR Manager required, thoroughly conversant with 
latest methods of manufacture and production of small and 
medium cells. Must be able to estimate and contro! labour on 
up-to-date lines. Progressive opening for smart man. — State 
pue salary, &c., 1090, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hil, 
ndon. 


RMATURE Winders wanted, Experts on А.С. and D.C. repain 
only need apply. Fare paid. Must be Trade Unionista 
Permanent employment. State experienoe.—MoWhirter & бош, 
Ltd., Cardiff. 463 


RMATURE Winders Wanted; men experienced in D.C. and Ac. 
Machines.—State experience and wages required.—Cranmer 
Brown, Ltd.. 9. Wellington Street, Hull. 1050 


RMATURE Winders, several wanted, used A.C. and pe 
W. Canning & Co., Ltd., Salop Street, Highgate, Birmingham. 
1035 


SSISTANT Engineer-in-Charge required for a London power 
station. Apply giving full particulars of training and experi- 

ence, stating age and salary required.—1076, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 
4 Tndoate Hill London. 


SSISTANT Estimator wanted to deal with enquiries for 
switchgear, motors and plant generally. Must have sound 
technical knowledge and have had commercial experience in s 
similar :capacity.—Reply, stating age, experience and salary 
required to 1128. Er,ROTRICAL REVIEW. 4, Ludgate Hill. London. 


SSISTANTS wanted, with some knowledge of А.С, and DC 
design, for estimating, engineering and contract department. 

To be capable of preparing tenders, carrying on technical corres- 
pondence, &c. State age, experience and salary required,+-Apply 
Secretary, Lancashire Dynamo & Motor Co., Ltd., Trafford Park, 
Manchester. 1018 


ALIBRATORS.—Vacancies for Instrument and Meter Calibra- 
tors with technical knowledge, in electrical engineering 
works in Manchester district.—State experience, technical training 
and salary required, to 984, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 
OLLIERY Electrician wanted immediately, complete charge of 
small plant, 12,000 volts and 3,300 volta A.C., capable of 
small repairs, wiring, erection of motors, telephones. and experience 
in mines.—State experience, wages, capabilities, and references, &a. 
3454, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


1 d Engineers wanted for Transformer work by eleo- 
trical manufacturing firm. Those with previous experience 
of this class of work preferred, but other applications from capable 
men will be considered. State age, experience and salary required, 
to 1071, Mr. r RrAIL. REVIEW. 4 Ludaate Hill. London. 


RAUGHTSMAN wanted for switchgear factory, Midlands.— 
Write, stating fully experience, age and salary required, 
Вох 110. Sells. Ltd.. 167. Fleet Street, ЕС. 355 


D AUGHTSMEN (senior) required with sound mechanical 

general knowledge and shop training ; preference given to 
those with cement works’ experience.—State age, experience and 
salary required, to Box 1211, Willings, 125, Strand, W.C. 2. — 9i! 


RAUGHTSMEN. — Wanted by firm in Manchester district, 
Senior Mechanical Draughtsmen, for electrical department. 
Experience of transformer work an advantage. Permanent posi- 
tions.—State age, previous experience and class of work, and salary 
required, to 983. ELEOTRIGAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


E LECTRICAL Engineer wanted for the Switchgear Department 
of an engineering firm in the Manchester district. Must be 
fully conversant with high capacity modern electrical systems 
Applicants should state experience, technical training and salary 
required, to 1070, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


(Continued on nowt page.) 
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SITUATIONS VACANT.— Continued. 


LEOTRICAL Engineers require spare time assistance of 
gentleman in touch with electric light or power users in any 


ot the London areas.—3723, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


1 Lamp Maker required at once to increase present 

small output and to take over the management of works, 
must be practical, fully capable and experienced in all details, 
machines and pumps necessary to lamp works management and 
lamp making. Capable organiser of staff and teacher of appren- 
tices, good progressive position for the right man. Reply stating 
age, details of experience, where last or at present employed, replies 


treated strictly confidential.—3658, ELBOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate 


LECTRICIAN (Foreman), to take charge of electrical plant in 
large works in Midlands. Must be well up in А.О, and D.O. 


work.—State experience, age and wages required, to 1010, ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


LECTRICIANS wanted, suitable for complete plant installa- 
tions ; London rate paid to first-class men.—W. Watts & Co., 
Engineers and Contractors, 31, Carlton Ohambers, Newport, Mon. 


3519 


NGINEERS wanted. Knowledge manual telephone exchanges 
and apparatus design. Opportunity of becoming familiar 
with automatics. Permanent position with superannuation Large 


factory in the North.—925, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


STIMATING Clerk required, with thorough krowledge of 
electrical supplies business, good opening for the right man, 
London appointment.— Write, stating age, experience, salary 
required, to 1128, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 
— —— öů—— — : — ——3 . ³ — — 


STIMATING Engineer required with technical knowledge of 
А.С. and D.C. machines, Previous tendering experience 
essential.— Apply by letter, stating qualifications, age and salary, 
to General Electric Co.. Ltd., Witton, Birmingham. 1092 


STIMATOR required for telephone works. Knowledge of 
modern machine and assembly shop methods on mass pro- 
duction, raw material caloulation, drawings, &c. Permanent 
progressive position for the right man. State age, experience in 
full and wages required.—Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd., 
Adel phi, Salford. 1024 


. “ig ННСА ew a, — ES yr —:b ————— 


IRST-Class Senior Transformer Draughteman required for 


London district.—1081, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate 
Hill, London, 


NSTALLERS (several) wanted for manual telephone exchange 
work. Opportunity later of gaining experience in the erection 

of automatic telephone exchanges for home and abroad. Also 
Power Men. Factory in the North.—924, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


UNIOR Draughtaman required for Manchester district (later 
Coventry) Preferably man with experienoe in telephone 
switchboard equipment work.—Reply stating age, experience and 
salary required, to 153, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


Ju Engineer with technical college or university training 
in. electrical engineering, knowledge wireless advantage, 
required on engineering staff large cable contractors for training 
in latest development of telephone cable testing and balancing, 
willing to travel in provinces, good opportunities for right type of 
man. Give full details of experience and qualifications, Com- 
mencing salary £3 per week, and travelling allowances. — 1103, 
ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


AD, used to electrical stores and shop, required.—C. J. Ferguson 
and Sons, 54, Chiswell Street, E. C. 1085 


ADY Shorthand Typist, thoroughly experienced and accustomed 

to electrical contractor's work. London. State age, ex- 

perience, salary.—1014, ELEOTRIOAL BEVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


EAD Press.—Foreman or Chargehand wanted for large works 


in South. Only competent men need apply.—Full particulars 
to 1083, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


ECHANICAL Engineer for small factory, to take charge 
drawing office, also to supervise design and manufacture 

preas tools and jigs.—Write stating age, experience and salary 
required, to British Thomson-Houston Co., Fittings Factory, Lower 
Hillmorton Road, Rugby. 185 


BFF required, for London and near suburbs, 
by leading manufacturer of electric lamps, fittings, acces- 
sories, &c. Must have up-to-date knowledge of the business. 
Salary and expenses only.—Write, stating age, experience and 


salary required, to 1124, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


кыл AERE ERE „ж ысы шш ыш ыс ы ы калы RR RE 
REE а wanted in various counties in the U.K. 
; for the sale of vulcanised rubber insulated wires and cables. 
Good commission.—Apply, with full particulars, to 1026, ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


RET Induction Motor Tester, with good technical train- 

ing and practical experience. Able to trace diagrams and 
connect up stators and rotors. State age and salary required with 
full details of experience. For West Riding of Үогкаһіге.—-3654, 
ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 
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SITUATIONS VACANT.— Continued. 


Ó1HIFT Engineer required for small p.c. Traction and Lighting 
Station. Must be fully experienced with vertical and Hori- 
zontal steam engine and boiler room supervision. Write enclosing 
copies of references, state age and wages required for 48-hour 
week.—Grimsby Tramways Electricity Works, Cleethorpes, Lino. 


1044 


NS NIIOHGDAR and Switchboard Improvers required, small 
factory North-West London.—Apply, stating age, salary re- 


quired and full previous experience, to 3667, BLEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 
4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


ELEPHONE Draughtsman required for London office, used to 
circuits, manufacturing and exchange detail.— Application by 
letter only, stating age, experience and salary required, to the Relay 
Automatic Telephone Co., Ltd., Marconi House, Strand. 3747 


ELEPHONE Draughtamen.— We have vacancies for a number 

of experienced Telephone Draughtamen for large common 
battery, exchange equipment work. We have built and are now 
opening a telephone factory in the Midlands several times larger 
than our present one. This means increased staff and increased 
rate of promotion. To capable men advancement to positoins as 
engineers is quite certain in the near future.—Reply, stating full 


particulars, to Peel-Conner Telephone Works, Ltd., Adelphi, 
Salford. 1023 


R Switchboard Wireman and Mechanic wanted, 
accustomed to overhauling C. B. and magneto boards. S.E. 
London district.—State experience and wages required to 1037, 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Lodgate Hill, Londorn. 


EST-Room Aasistant required with some experience in testing 

of motor control gear.—Apply, stating age, experience and 
wages required, to The Electrical Apparatus Company, Ltd., Vaux- 
hall Works, South Lambeth Road, London, S. W. 8. 3750 


HE United Alkali Co., Ltd., invite applications for the position 

of Oharge Engineer at West Bank Power Station, Widnes. 
Salary £300 per annum, inclusive of all bonuses; 48 hours per 
week, shift working.—Applications, stating age, full particulars of 
training, and experience with E.H.T., 3-phase, turbo-generators, 
and water-tube boilers, and enclosing copies of references, to the 
Chief Engine er's Office. Widnes. 928 


RANSFORMER Draughtemen required immediately. Good 


salaries to experienced men.—Apply Johnson & Phillips, 
Ltd., Charlton, В.Е. 7. 1084 


WO Junior Charge Engineers required for small generating 
station, D.C. system, reciprocating engines, water-tube boilers. 
Apply, stating age, married or single, together will full particu- 
lars Fh past experience, 3721, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


ANTED, a Sub-station Attendant for a London sub-station 

with a plant capacity between 1000 and 3000 kilowatts.— 

Apply, giving full particulars, 3697, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Lud- 
gate dill. Condon. 


АКТЕР, a Youth as Junior Assistant in the Mains Depart- 

ment of a large undertaking, one having some electrical 

technical knowledge and some experience on electric mains pre- 

ferred. Salary £150 per annum, inclusive of all bonus awards 

to date.— Apply, with full particulars, to 1072, ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


X7 ANTED, А.с. Armature Winders skilled on general repair 


work. Only first-class men need apply. Fares paid.— 
Western Engineering Co., Swansea. 9135 


ANTED, by a firm manufacturing electric heating and 

cooking apparatus, a Gentleman, energetic and tactful 

and experienced in travelling, as outside representative to intro- 

duce these goods amongst users.—929, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, 
Ludgate Hill. London. 


ANTED, Draughtsman for electrical works in Manchester 
making light switch and fuse gear, switchboards, &c. 
Must be also capable of estimating coats. Good prospects for 


capable and energetic man.—962, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate 
Hill, London. 


ANTED, Electrical Engineer, with ability and experience of 
works power equipment and transmission, for consulting 
engineer's office, State qualifications and experience, age and 


salary required. — 3692, ELEOTRICAL KEviEw, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


M А180, experienced, Wireman for house and factory work. 
Good prospects for really capable man. Others need not 


apply.—Midland Dynamo Co., Ltd., Leicester. 1027 


ANT Eb, for central station, experienced Armature Winder; 
man with some installation experience preferred.—1116, 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4. Ludgate Hill, London. 


V T ANTED, for Manchester district, Assistant Mains Engineer, 

accustomed to E. H. T. and L. r. distribution, А.С. and D.C., able 
to take particulars of and record cable routes. — Apply, stating age, 
experience and salary required, with copies of testimonials, 947, 
ELROTRIOAL Review, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


ANTED for South Yorkshire district. good steady Electrician, 

used to A.C. and D.C. lighting, and motors, bells, telephones. 

Apply, stating age, experience, &., 3676, ELECTRIOAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill, London. 
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SITUATIONS VACANT.—Conitinued. SITUATIONS WANTED.—Coniinud. 


pis. 10 years experience, electrical and m 

good knowledge of petrol and paraffin plants, techntoal tn train. 
ing, desires responsible position under engineer. Would take 
charge of estate lighting plant. Conscientious, energetic ші 
capable. Excellent references; married.—F. R., Girtford Manor 


Sandy. Beds. 3595 


n F 
1 20 years experience, charge, supervision and 

maintenance of plants, desires post. — 3725, ELROr III 
Review. 4, Ludgate Hill. London. 


DVERTISER (24), late R.E. signals, experienced wireless, al] 
systems, X-ray (hospital) thoroughly used maintenan, 
telegraph and telephone instruments, theoretical and practica 
references good firms, desires position as Assistant, or one suitably 
progressive.—18, Aboyne Road, Tooting. 3533 


AU -Round Electrician ; plant work, &o. ; town or country. 
20, Portsmouth Buildings, Webb Street, Bermondsey, S. El. 
732 


MBITIOUS Electrical Engineer (28), thoroughly practical 
technical, experienced design, manufacture, installation 
organisation, control, specialised switchgear and controllers, dain 
post as Assistant to works manager. Reduced salary accepted for 
real opening. —3720, , ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill Hill, Loin 


MBITIOUS young man requires situation with electrica 

engineers; wishing to advance in praotical work ; good 

technical knowledge and small practical experience. London 
district.—3472, ETL. rRTOAL REVIEW, 4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


MBITOUS youth (18) desires change, preferably electrical 

showroom. Two years assistant with wholesale electrical 

manufacturers. Good salesman, technical, — 3680, ELRoTRicu 
Revirw. 4. Ludaate Hill. London. 


N Electrical Engineer Specialist in train lighting equipment 

design, manufacture and maintenance, inoluding accumistors, 

also motor-car lighting and starting sets, desires position of 

responsibility, used to handling technical and commercial corres- 

pendence also to control labour.—3741, ELECTRICAL BEVIEW, 
4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


N Electrical Engineer with 6 years’ experience in the manufac 
ture of heavy electrical machinery, 10 years as chief electrical 
engineer in large Portland cement plant, and 21 years in large 
power station, desires post anywhere in a livable climate, home or 
abroad, excellent references, age 34, married.—Apply to К. pe 


25, Park Hill Rise, Croydon, Surrey. alg 


N Electrical Engineer (28), 12 years’ experience, molor, 
switchgear, instruments, А.С. and D.C, distribution; sound 
technical and practical training, thorough commercial ability 
acoustomed to interviewing, supervising and handling men ; desire 
| progressive position in or near London. Low salary accepted. — 
3444. ELROTBICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


N Electrical Mechanio wants engagement; first-class supervisor, 
charge hand. power, lighting, factory, maintenance, 33 year’ 
experience.—G., 137, Sulgrave Road, Hammersmith, W. 6. 358 


PPRENTICESHIP.—Advertiser wishes to place Youth with 
good London firm with view to learning higher branches; 

aged 164 years ; had six months’ experience and passed London 
matriculation.—Write C.P., 4, Florian Koad, Putney. 3514 


S Assistant Electrician, married, age 34, maintenance installs- 
tions, repairs, С.А.У. lighting, &o.— 3669, ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW. 4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


OMPETENT Electrician (32), experienced lighting, phones 
bells, motors, country -house plants, running repair, 
desires berth, town or country. Electrician,” 33, Percy Street, 
Shrewsbury. 3573 


6 T Plant Electrician, experienced erecting and running 
D.C. lighting and power plants, accumulators, wiring, suction 
gas and oil engines, repairs ; technical experience ; maintenance 


ANTED, several Armature Winders, used to A. 0. and D.C. work; 
Standard rate paid, plus 123%. None but first-class men 
need need apply.— —6780, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Lodgate Hill, London. 


WS TED. young outdoor salesman with live connections 

amongst garages and electrical engineers. Preferably with 
accumulator experience.—Apply, Fuller's United Electric Works, 
Tddesleigh House. Westminster. 1028 


W wanted. Must be fully experienced in all systems 
house wiring. Permanency to suitable man.—State full 


details to 3646, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 
APPOINTMENTS FILLED. 


Dissatisfaction having been во often expressed that unsuccessful applicants are 
left in ignorance of the fact that the position applied for has been filled, may we 
suggest that advertisers notify us to that effect when they bave arrived at a 
decision. We will then insert a notice free of charge under this heading. 


B 2436 (Junior Mains Assistant); Box 880 (Dynamo Tester); 
Box 791 (Electrical Fitter) : Box 191 (Assistant for Ex- 
perimental Work); York Electricity Generating Station (Shift 
Engineer); Freeman & Co., Dudley (Electricians); Box 584 (Accu- 
mulators) ; Box 980 (Youth) ; Box 981 (Town Traveller). 

— Ө ыт 


SITUATIONS WANTED. 


Cheap prepaid Advertisements are inserted under this heading at the rate 
ef One Penny Рег Word (minimum 18.). Three Consecutive Insertions for 
the price of two, if ordered and prepaid with first insertion. 

Box Number and ELxCTRICAL Review address count as seven words. 


A.A. Electrical Engineer (28), 11 years’ experience in modern 
electrio practice, factory and works installations, showroom 
contracting and commercial experience, accustomed to handling 
men, desires position as Assistant Engineer in factory or contracting 
business, London district preferred. but not essential.—3655, 
ELEOTRIOAL BEVIEW. 4, Ludgate Hill. London. | 


.A.—An Electrical Engineer desires change, at present in ocon- 

trol of electrical contracting business; first-class practical 

and technical experience in lighting, heating and power, good 
knowledge of lifts and country house installations, well up in estima- 
ting, interviewing and supervising. Man with sound ideas and 
initiative. To а progressive firm would be a sound investment.— 


3628, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


Jßu т ере т SOS ш Sen 
A M. I. E. E., A. M. I. Mech. E., Electrical Engineer (37) at present 

chief electrical engineer and manager of a large undertaking 
abroad, at liberty at the end of July, desires position at home. 
Design and construction of turbines, generators, expert on traction 
equipment. Works organisation a speciality.—3564, ELEOTRIOAL 
Review. 4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


AA I. E. E., ex- officer Indian Army, had charge offices at home 

and abroad, five years central station, 15 years as commer- 
cial sales engineer.—3648, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 

M. I. E. E., over 20 years’ generating station, mains, running 
A and maintenance, also power and lighting installation, 
erecting, &c., desires position as Electrical Insurance Inspector or 
charge of electric supply system.—3645, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


CHARGE Engineer requires post, A.C. and D.C. central station 
experience.— 3528, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 


London. 
GOOD all-round Electrician, also a very useful youth, wants 


job.—25. Victoria Street, Paddington. 8707 
RELIABLE Working Foreman, Electrician or otherwise, 
A expert screwed conduit or casing, speciality complete interior 
installations town OF country mansions; testimonials, — 3717, 
4. Ludagate Hill. London. | 


ELECTRICAL E aoe 
CCUMULATORS and Dry Batteries. — Technical Managing berth preferred. — 3700, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Luigale Hil, 

Director of very old-established manufacturing business London 
ponsibility: 18 years’ electrical and business OUNTER Salesman (26), ex- service, good address, 10 ven 


ires position of res 
а Honours Science Degree.—3510, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 


4, Ludgate Hill, London. E | mu 
DVERTISER seeks post Oromo: recently ГТ from 
West Africa ; late general managing chief engineer light and 
power company ; thorough practical knowledge steam, electricity 
and internal combustion engines and maintenance, good organiser, 
British, fine physique, 28, married, one child, 44 


experience first-class firms, excellent testimonials, moderste 


galary.—3525, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


I Officer, 2} years lieutenant (electrical) RN. V. R. 
10 years’ experience of cable work with power companies 

cable contractors, is open to accept post where live man is req 

— 3557, ELKOTRICAL REVIEW, 4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


Д) G Engineer and Manager, with broad experience, 


arian, 
5 speak Portuguese, Spanish. —8., 26, Harbut Road, 
8 W. 11. ' 3672 seeks a position of responsibility which requires extensive 
. — — — | ability ; motor control equipments and ironclad switchgear.—3735, 


ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4. Ludgate Hill, London. 


ISENGAGED Youth (18), good electrical knowledge, two year 
experience electrician's mate, reliable, good references 
Miller, 69, Netherwood Road, W. 14. 3713 


LECTRIC (Wireman) wants change, all-round hand, good 

jobbing, excellent references, shore or shipping, home or 

abroad, language, district rate.—B., 1, Rosslyn Hill Mews, eo 
Btead, N, W. 3. 


F Engineer, disengaged ; 12 years’ experience all 
round work, country house lighting, eto.—3729, ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


(Continued on newt pags.) 


СА DVERTISER wants situation as Improver; three years general 
A electrical experience and armature winding previous to two 
years in Air Force. — 3686, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 


London. ))) ü 
DVERTISER, with four years’ experience in India, seeka 

appointment abroad, India or Mesopotamia preferred ; 16 
years’ experience 10 the electrical profesaion.—3465, ELECTRICAL 


REVII IEW, 4, 4, Ludgate Hill, Le London. 2 ³ ͤ . 


| DVERTISER (young), six years’ central station, two years' 
A mechanical workshop practice, with good technical know- 
ledge, Stud. LE.E., desires Junior Engineership or Switchboard 
Attendantship with prospects of same. Would work loyally and 
y under engineer who would take interest in him in 


tiousl 
CC c ELECTBICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


сео | 


June 25, 1920. 


SITUATIONS WANTED.— Continued. 


LECTRICAL Engineer, demobilised, requires position of 
responsibility with engineering firm in London district ; 
accustomed to control of contracts, power plants, consulting office 


experience, good organiser.—3736, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate 
Hill. London. 


1 AL Engineer, energetic, progressive, seeks situation 
at home 44 at home ог abroad.— 84, High Street, Homerton, E. 9. 3500 


YT? LECTRICAL Engineer, expenienced in hydro-electric, power 
and transmission schemes, with an extensive knowledge of 


industrial work, is open to engagement.— 3537, ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill. London. 


F Engineer (young) seeks new appointment; four 

years’ practical experience on motor test beds, &c., also 
theoretical training ; highest references.— Address Cyril Ji ames, 
" Llanrwst,” Church Road, Boldmere, Erdington. 3698 


F Engineer (40) requires appointment where organ- 

ising ability and business acumen really count. Previous 
experience mainly in distribution work.—3556, ELEOTRIOAL 
REVIEW 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


E Fitter wants work, repairs, magnetos, lighting 
and starting sets, turning and fitting; ex-navy.— Hayes, 1. 
Grimaldi Street, Pentonville. 3716 


LECTRIOIAN (age 38 years), 25 years’ experience, any system; 
also phones. W. 8.. 13. Tamworth Street. Fulham. 3749 


LECTRICIAN and Improver seek change ; lighting (all systems), 
power and plants; day, contract or piece work; any distance. 
—3701, ELECTRICAL REVIEW,4 Ludgate Hill, London. 


LECTRICIAN, charge (46), seeks engagement, factories, main- 
tenance or contractors installations, recent situation five 
years : references,—Stemp. 86. Blackborre Lane, E. 17. 2668 


LECTRICIAN, disengaged, 20 years’ West End experience; all 
systems.—G. W., clo Mr. Gregory, 256, High Road, Willesden, 
3685 


LECTRICIAN, good all-round hand, installation or main- 


tenance, London or Country.—Linooln, 33, Haverhill, Road. 
В.М. 12. 3661 


LECTRICIAN. good all-round, 10 years’ practical experience 


(Indentures) disengaged.—Write G., 6, Gloucester Place, 
Windsor. 3656 


Ezralelan socks situation, all systems.—P., 63, Woodcote 
Place, West Norwood, S.E 8523 


LECTRICIAN seeks situation, lighting, bells, power.—3592, 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


LECTRICIAN wants charge of institution, hotel or country- 
house plant ; used to batteries, oil engines, general repairs, 


‘phones, lights, &o. ; exoellent references.—C., 1, Venetia Road, 
Hornsey, N. 3704 


LECTRICIAN, who anticipates emigrating to New Zealand, 

would like to get in touch with British firms with view to 

employment on arrival. Willing to specialise. —3742, ÉZEOTRIOAL 
Review. 4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


LECTRICIAN, 15 years’ experience, desires change, progressive 

position ; good all-round knowledge ; trustworthy, present 

situation seven years ; good references.—3627, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill, London 


LECTRICIAN, 20 years’ references; charge, maintenance: 


factory, hotel, car, requires light employment, handy bench, 
lathe.— H.. 8. Milton Road, West Green, London, N. 15. 3585 


)) ды зп HB ablata Hat ducis З EE а 
LECTRICIAN (32), 18 years’ provincial contractors’ experience, 


capable interviewing, estimating, installing, repairs, main- 
tenance, lighting, bells, phones speciality. desires change; coast 
town preferred; permanent, progressive situation; good references ; 


commence October. —3706, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


LECTRICIAN-Wireman, all systems.—E., 115, Cloudesley Road, 
Islington, London, N. 1. 3715 


LECTRICIAN-Wireman, competent insta!lations and mainten- 


ance, А.С. or D.C. ; any distanoe.—P., 84, Ravensbourne Road, 
Catford, S. E. 3492 


LECTRICIAN-Wireman disengaged ; 15 years’ experience on 
all descriptions of lighting and power; any district.— 


‘‘ Electrician," 82, Rutland Road, Hove, Sussex. 3705 

F -Wireman, experienced, ood- all oud. seeks 
employment.—12, Replingham Road, Southfields, London. 

3712 

LECTRICIAN-Wireman seeks situation, experienced.—A., 25, 

Northcroft Road. Weat Ealing. W. 13. 3678 


LECTRICIAN-Wireman seeks situation, experienced dynamos. 


motors (D.C), wiring and general maintenance. Good 
references. — Harris. 12. West Hill. Reading. 3122 


J\LECTRICIAN’S Mate (age 18) with all-round practical experi- 


4 ence, seeks situation.—A. V. Dean, 32, Putney Bridge Road, 
Wandeworth, 8.W. 18. 3734 


NX-R. A. F. Electrician (21), disengaged, ‘eka situation as 
Improver-Wireman or Switchboard Attendant, D.c. sub- 
station ; six years’ experience on switchboards, wiring and main- 
tenance.— Electrician," 29, Junction Street, Dudley, Worc. 3673 


THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW SUPPLEMENT. 


are asked to send details of vacancies to the Officers’ Association 
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SITUATIONS WANTED.—Contiinued. 


NGIN EER (32) married, B.Sc., A.M.LC.E., A.M.I.E E., Westing- 
house training, commercial, drawing Office and consulting 
engineer experience, alao several years on railway electrification, 
and used to handling men. Desires really reaponsible position, 
home or abroad, with consulting engineers, railway, manufacturing 


or industrial concern.—3539, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


X-Service man (21), smart, ambitious, energetic, desires pro- 

gressive situation with electrical engineering firm. 12 

months’ experience. Remuneration a secondary consideration.— 
3532, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


D Storekeeper-Salesman, with 14 years’ experience 
of all electrical apparatus, seeks berth with London whole- 


sale house. Able to deal with correspondence. Reasonable salary. 
C., 160, West Green Road, N. 3460 


[ЕЕ Book-keeper (30) seeks permanent position. 12 years’ 

practical experience ; good knowledge electrical accounts ; 
capable taking charge complete set ledgers. Highest references.— 
Apply H., 85, Tollington Park. N. 4. "T 3651 


OREMAN Overhead Linesman (30), seeks situation; 12 years 
experience in town lighting, heavy mains, pole erection and 


house wiring ; two years in India with large electrical firm.— Hart, 
72, Stamford Hill, N. 16. 3738 


MPROV ER (18) requires change; А.С. and D.C. winding, repairs, 
&o —B.. 137. Loveday Road, West Ealing, W. 13. 3463 


NSTALLATION Inspector wants situation, experienced all 


systems, H.T., L.T. ; eight years with Suburban Supply Co.— 
C/o Mr. Moore, 57, Peroy Road, West Kilburn, N. W. 3684 


UNIOR Charge Engineer (young), seeks position to improve 
knowledge ; excellent theoretical and practical training, sound 
knowledge of station maintenance, with both a.c. and D.c., steam 
turbines, gas engines and reciprocating sets, batteries, mains, &0. 
References.— 3443, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


UNIOR Shift Engineer, age 20, is desirous of change. Thorough 
knowledge of 3-wire D.C. lighting and traction; also some 
mains experience. Highest reference from present employers. 


Moderate salary required.—M. Blake, 54, Gerston Place, Paignton, 
Devon. 3726 


AD (17) seeks situation, Electrician's Mate, 12 months’ exv 
perience.— H. P., c/o Housekeeper, 10, Salisbury square, E.C. 4. 
3 


748 


ECHANICAL and Electrical Engineer, with 16 years’ expe- 
rience in the management of tramway and lighting under- 
takings, municipal and company, at home and abroad, desires 
position of responsibility in this country.—3365, ELEOTRIOAL 
REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


ETER Repairer, with 16 years’ good practical experience, on 
A.C., D.C., or prepayment meters, good reference (38) single. 
—3660, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


— 


FFICERS' Association (Employment Bureau), Lord Haig's 
scheme for helping the returned fighting men. Employers 


(Employment Bureau), 48, Grosvenor Square, W. 1. (near Bond 
Street Tube Station). Selected lists of young ex-officers with 
good records and high educational qualifications promptly supplied. 

7230 


ILGRIMAGE ex-officer carrying heavy load of ambition up the 

hill on the road from war to the commercial world, must 

stop his pilgrimage on the wayside for & job with living wage, 

depositing heavy energy load with reliable Firm. Mains Depart- 

ment Salesman, business experiences віх years.—3662, ELEOTRIOAL 
REVIEW , 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


OSITION required as Charge Hand or Foreman in small 
engineering works; 16 years’ experience, instrument and 
mechanical (seven years supervision). Now free. South-east 


London preferred.—3406, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


RACTICAL Millwright (27) seeks responsible position, main- 
tenance, alterations and erections, internal combustion 
engines, steam and electric power. Capable of taking complete 


charge of plant.—3666, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


TOREKEEPER, electrical trade, thoroughly experienced seeks 


situation; good references.— C., c/o Hon. Sec., 55, Bryanston 
Street, W. 1. PV, 33737 


TOREKEEPER wants permanent appointment, motor and 
electrical accessories; 16 years’ experience; London or 


provinces; card index system. — 3459, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


TUDENT, ILE.E.Electrieal Engireer desires change. Ex- 

perienced in all classes of A.C. and D.C. power and lighting, 

layouts of any description, also maintenance. Experience. keen, 
energetic and ambitious.— W. A., 51, Downs Road, Clapton, E. 5. 

3708 

WITCHGEAR Manufacture, 18 years’ experience patterns, 

machining, fitting, assembling, tool and jig designing; ex- 


perienced in control.—3481, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


———— 


(Continued on next page.) 


22 . — THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW SUPPLEMENT. [Jm и, ay 
SITUATIONS WANTED.— Continued. FOR SALE.— Continued, 


— —ͤ — 


COUNTY BOROUGH or WIGAN, 


T HE ELECTRICITY COMMITTEE invite offers · lun gy · 
Willans High Speed Compound Engine, 3 S. Size Qu 
pieta with Korting Ejector Condenser, direct coupled “Dick 
err & Co. generator, 560 volts, 760 amps., 300 R. p.. m the 
following spares :— | | 


18 valve and gland rings. 
2 L.P. Piston Ringe. х . | 
2 H.P. Piston Rings. | 
l set of Mains Bearing Bushes. | 
l Eccentric Strap. | | 

This set can be eeen by arrangement, and further py- | 

ticulars obtained on application to R. Owen, Borough Eis. 

trical Engineer, Bradford Place, Wigan. 


Sealed tenders, endorsed High Speed Compound Engine,” 
to be delivered to me. 


WILLIAM HENRY TYRER, | 
Town (ler. 
Town Clerk's Office, 


[ROHN ICAL Clerk, acoounts, costs, estimating, stenographer, 
experience with welding 8yslems.— 3626, ELECTRICAL BEVIEW, 
4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


"as Royal Engineers Civil Employment Registry solicit the 

assistance of all employers of labour to place men who have 
served in that corps into civil employment. Applications for men 
of all classes and trades will receive prompt attention.—Apply to 
the Secretary. R. E. O. C. A., Horse Guards, Whitehall, S. W. 1. 3733 


үү REMAN competent, all systems, anywhere.“ Wireman,” 
1. Edgecombe Road Camberwell Grove. S. E. Б. 3731 
үү IBEMAN (competent), disengaged, all systems, lighting, 
heating, power, car lighting, magnetos,—“ Electrician," 
23, Bolwell Street. London. S. E. 11. 8607 


W IBEMAN disengaged, lighting, power, maintenance.—F. J. S., 
20. Clarence. Road. Tottenbam. N. 8693 


үү IBEMAN (good all round) requires re-engagement, simplex, 
casing, screw. barrel ; good references, —T., Randall Lodge, 
Grand Drive. Raynes Park. 8 W. 19. 3703 


IREMAN, good jobbing and maintenance hand, just dis- 
engaged.— '' Electrician," 1, Crossley Terrace, Liverpcol 


E | | | 
W IREMAN, long experience, any distance, —" Electrician,” ипе, 1920 IN 
33D. Deacon Street Walworth. S. E. 3694 


ммм. 


IREMAN, Pre-War experience, thorough all-round man. | 
EGYPTIAN AND INDIAN TAPES. 


Capable taking charge.—F., 21, Park Street, Windsor. 3657 


IREMAN, pre-war experience (27) ; power, light and bells.— 


“ Electrician." 12. Winkfield Road. Wood Green, N. 3584 
oN ———— 10089, Wood Green. N. 3584 


IREMAN wants job. all branches, pre-war experience.— 67, 
Hartismere Road, Fulham, 3745 


үү Emman wants work, lighting or power, апу aystem.— A. W. 
Payne, 46. St. Margaret's Avenue, Harringay. N. 15. 3756 


W oers Manager (light engineering) seeks situation. Well up 

in production methods ; 20 years’ experience, drawing, tool 
designing, &o. Now free. Age 36.—3405, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


“RAYS, two years’ experience; good references.— Chester 
X Fern Bank, Florence Road, N. 4. 3633 


үостн (18) requires situation, any capacity, with scope for 
, improving knowledge. Good grasp of applications of elec- 
tricity. Two years’ practical experience.—C. Beilby, Cheddington, 
Tr ug. F | 3647 
Vorn (18), theoretical and practical electrical engineering, 
seeks aituation.— A. O., о/о 61, Silver Street, Edmonton. 3630 


PARTNERSHIPS. 
Advertisemente are inserted under this heading at ts. 94. per line. 


PLEctRI0aL Engineer with expert knowledge motor-car 
Я lighting and starting sets including acoumulators, desires 


Partnership. Small ca ital.—374 
Hill, London. P 0, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate 


Sizes, 3“ To 94". 
PRIOES, 4/3 TO 10/- PER GROSS YARDS, 


MERAT offers above, ex stock, at excep- 
tionally low pricesof finest quality. Much 
below manufacturers’ prices. 


1058, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


—Ж———_—_—_—_— — 


NEW ELECTRICAL MACHINERY. 
WO new Lancashire Dynamos, 500 B. R. p., 1,450 кР, 


3-phase, 440 volt, 50 cycle Motors, with slip ring rotors, 
two bearings, bedplate and complete with starter. 

Two new Siemens 3-phase, slip ring Motors, with belt pulley, 
slide rails, and starter, 24/28 H. p., 400/440 volts, 50 cycles. 

Two 500 volt, p.c. Generators, shunt wound, 3 bearings, 
bedplate, slide rails, pulley, and shunt regulator, 600 R. F. Mu. 
95/130 Kw. | 

Two 100/150 volt, р.с. Generators, shunt wound, 2 bearings, 
pulley, slide rails, and shunt regulator. Output, 27 KW., 400 
R. P. xi 

All the above in stock and ready for imniediate delivery. 


Apply— 


үү aten, in London, active Partnership in sound well-estab- 19, Southampton Buildings, . W. А. HOLE | 
lished electrical business, or electrical manufacturing con- Chancery Lane, London, W.C. 2. n 

cern, where capital is Wanted for extension of business, and which 

can bear strictest investigation.— Write fully. 3695, ELECTRICAL FOR SALE. 


: 4. Ludgate Hill. London. ° 


үү anten Partnership in a small generating station. State 
‚ capital wanted, confidential, must be genuine. Would 
invest for sound position, fully experienced.—3664, ELECTRIGAL 


Offers for 12 ewt. 1/10 and 1/14 H.D. copper wire. 
One 230 volt, 3-H.P. Motor (series), gear wheels and pinions. 
One 230 volt, 2 B. p. Motor (series), gear wheels and pinioni. 
One 110 volt, 45 amp. Dynanio. 

24 gross aluminium Batten holders. 

Two 6 volt, С.А.У. Motor Car Generators (new). 

One 110 volt, 7$-H.P., three-phase Motor. 

Апу class of second-hand electrical gear. 

Full particulars. 


NEWINGTON ELECTRICAL Co., LTD., 16, Newington, 5 


. aA 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF WEST HARTLEPOOL 


full ti 
Lond par iculars, 3663, ErgoTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 


T HE ELECTRICITY DEPARTMENT has for Sale the 
following Plant :— 53) 
One Belliss-Parker p.c. Generator, 600 Kw. capacity, 460/5 
ees Жүз | ; ———— .-——. | volts. The set is in good working condition, and ean be seen 
R о Co. s offer, onder Miscellaneous, if you want pub- on load by appointment. 


== _licity, and sales pushe . 3690 One Bellis-Crompton p.c. Generator, 100 Kw. capacity, 460/ 
HE firm of Joh Wolf & Co. Ltd. i 420 volts, in good working order. | 
: haces Т » 8t Gouda, is prepared to ' | : 
T give Exo usivesalo for their Majolica Wall and Collins Был. J. W. SPARK, | | 
icd. 0 sought after for export. Only houses of good standing Borough Ilectrical Engineer: 
apply.— 1045, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. ud 
FOR s ALE. CAST STEEL PLATES. | 
LL one size, 161 in. long by 4j in. wide by 11/22 it 
— ang ——————— A thick. бә {бп {о с]еаг quickly. New material, never 
TORS AND FANS. ET used, and in exeellent condition. Equal to ro Ta 
{ A. "ull analysis on application. For immediate sale will ac 
t = оо | cach | Subject. low price of £30 per ton f.o.r. London. y 
Up to 10 volts 176 extra, THOS. W. WARD, LTD., Silvertown, London, E. 16. 1 
p. J. 8 Perfect models of latest designs. 
J. SHENTON & Co., L'rD., 68/9, Shoe Lane, E.C, 4, 1056 (Continued ow next page.) 


J| am J 


June 25, 1920.) 


FOR SALE.—Coniinued. 


FOR. SALE. 


ONE COMBINED PLANT, consisting of— 


D.C. Motor and А.С. Generator with three bearings, all 


mounted on combined base plate, machines being of the open 
inultipolar type. 

The Motor is wound for 460 v., D.C. It is of 100 н.р. rated 
at 60/100 H. p., 375 / 900 R. P. M., direct coupled to A. C. generator 
of the revolving field type, this generator being arranged for 
exciting from 230 v. D.C. circuit. Output 68 K. v. A. 

Three-phase Generator, both ends of each phase brought out 
to terminal board. One phase split to make up 2-phase system. 

The periodicity is from 25/6U cycles, 100/230 v., and 194/ 
480 v. per phase at 355/900 R.P.M. 

The combined set is by Vickers, of Sheffield, in first-class 
working order and of modern construction. 

It is complete with all accessories, switchgear, panels, &c., 
including :— 

Three 30-Kw. S.P. Transformers, by the Westinghouse Co. 
giving 140 v. on the primary and 700 v. on the secondary. 

200 amp D. P. Ironclad Knife Switches. 

100-H. P., 460 v. Starting Switch for motor. 

Two Shunt Regulators for motor field. i 

One Shunt Regulator for Alternator (field excited from 
230 v. D.C. circuit). 

One Panel with 4 ammeters, 1 voltineter with resistance 
box for different voltages. 

One Panel with main switch and fuses and change-over 
switches for reading current in phases. 

One Panel with ammeter switch and change-over switches 
for transformers. 

One Panel with copper links for transformers. 

Connections for different phase connections. 

One Kelvin Wattmeter. 


S. G. LEACH & CO., LTD., 
26-30, Artillery Lane, Е.С. 1065 


PLANT FOR SALE. 


OMPLETE Works Electric Power and Lighting Plant, in 
perfect condition aud very little used, comprising :— 

One 15-Kw., 110 volt Westinghouse Compound Wound p.c. 
Generator. 

One 200-amp. Ironclad Switch Panel containing p.v. Switch 
and Fuses, Volt und Anuneters, and Shunt Resistance 
all totally enclosed and mounted on Channel Iron 
uprights. 

One 5-H. p., 110 volt, 1,400 R. P. i. Swedish Shunt Wound 
Motor complete with 7 in. by 34 in. pulley, slide rails, 
and D.A. Igranic Starter. 

One 8-way, 10-атр., H.D. Distribution Board, mounted on 
slate and enclosed in teak сазе, together with the whole 
of the exterior und interior cables, switches, Bins, 
shades, &c., &c. 


Address Z. E. 629, c/o Messrs. DEacon’s 


Advertising 
Offices, Leadenhall Street, London, E. C. 1063 


NEW AND SECOND-HAND MOTORS FOR SALE. 


H.P. Voltage. R. p. u. Type. Maker. Starter. 
54 110 D.C. 700 com, wound E.C.C. Yes. 
54 110 D.C. 700 is Newtons. з 
34 110 D.C. 700 И Е.С.С. 10 
71 110 р.с. 750 3 Е.О.С. ў 
51 110 D.C. 700 я Е.С.С. 


Controller and 


20 110 р.с. 350/700 series wound  Veritys. control panel. 
20 220 D.c. 350/700 1 is А 

20 220 р.с. 350/700 Laurenoe Scott. " 

20 220 D.C. 500 com, wound Brush Co. i 

35 220 D.. C. 400/1200 T Laurence Scott. 


34 110 рс. direct-coupled to 16" blower, complete w ith starter. 


Apply— 
THE MIDDLESEX CHEMICAL CO. (1917), LTD., 
304, West Ferry Road, 
Millwall, E. 14. 890 


Ex STOCK. 


COPPER WIRE COTTON AND SILK COVERED. 
2 ewt. No. 17 S.C.C., at 3s. 3d. lb. 
103 Ib. No. 20 D.C.C., at 4s. lb. 
5 per cent. cash with order. 

Other sizes and prices on application. 

50 grs. yds. Pirelli 14/36 Cotton Flex. VU 

50 4-way Fuseboards. 

25 5-way Fuseboards. 

95 6-way Fuseboards. 

500 15-amp. Ironclad Switches. 

50 30-ainp. Ironclad Switches. 

50 60-amp. Ironclad Switches. 

Large stocks of Motors, &c. 

LONDON ELECTRIC STORES, Fulwood House, High 
Holborn. Telephone: Hol. 4842. 1017 
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FOR SALE.— Continued. 


MACHINERY FOR SALE. 


 TuRBO-GENERATORS, D.C. AND A. C. 

One 1,000-kw. B. T. H., 440 volts, 50 period, three-phase, 
with condensing plant complete. 

One 1,000-kw. Willans-Pareons-E.C.C., 6,600 volts or 3,300 
volts, 50 period, three-phase, with surface condensing plant 
complete. 

One 800-kw. mixed-pressure Turbo-Alternator, by Machin- 
enfabrik Oerlikon, 6,600 volts, 50-period, 3-phase, with surface 
condensing plant, by Messrs. Allen, of Bedford. 

One 500-&w. Parsons, 460/580 volts, D.C., with condenser. 


GENERATING SETS, D.C. 
One 300-kw. Paxman-E.C.C., 460/580 volt. 
One 250-Kw. Belliss-G.E.C., 290/230 volt. 
One 100-Kw. Belliss-Crompton, 110 volts. 
One 90-kw. Belliss-Mather & Platt, 460/510 volts. 
Опе 60-kw. Belliss-Dick-Kerr, 220 or 440 volts. 
Two l-kw., 110 volt, Robey-Electromotors, Ltd. 
Switchboard (brand new) for 460/550 volt D.C., by B.T.H. 
Co., 33 ft. long, all complete with latest type instruments. 
Cost £1,800. All packed in 21 cases ready to despatch. Price 
£950 f.o.r. 
Morons, 220 VOLT D.C. 


One each 50, 30, 94, 21, 20, 12, 10, 8, 6, and 2 н.р 


The above are mostly Semi-enclosed Shunt Interpole 
Machines, by Lancs. Dynamo Co., Siemens, Mather, Platt, 
and Ediswan. All are ready for immediate despatch, and are 
Complete with Starters, and in most cases Slide Rails. 


Apply FRANK GILMAN, 9, Westfield Road, Birmingham. 


Telegraphic Address : Telephone No.: 
‘* Rotherwood, Birmingham.“ 1081 Edgbaston. 2128 


ELECTRICAL PLANT FOR SALE. 


Morors. 


B, 7%, 10, 25, 50, 75 and 190 H.., 20 volte р 
7, 10, 20, 80, 50, 80, 190, 140, 200 and 395 K. f. 440 / 500 volte 


D.C. 
TRREB-PHASB MOTORS. 


10, 15, 25, 90, 35, 40, 50 and 56 K. p., 400/500 volts, 50 periods. 
90, 60, 75, 90, 160 and 200 H. p., -440 volte, 95 95 periods. 


TRANSFORMERS. 


Three new 1,875 K. v. 4., 6,600/440 volt, 8-phaae, 50 periode. 
Two new 625 K. v. A., 6,600 / 254 volt, eingle phase, 50 periods. 


MISCELLANBOUS. 


One 250 KW., 500/110 volt D. C0. Motor Generator. 

Petrol Electric Sete, 83, 6 and 14 Kw. 

Complete Modern "Plant, comprising Vertical Boiler and 
15 xw., 220 volt, vertical enclosed Steam Set. 

580 yards new 110/24 S. W. G. 8-core and Barth Oonductor 
С.Т.8. Cable. Also large quantity miscellaneous Machines and 
apparatus. 

THe PHENIX ELEecTRIcaL Co., 
Glasgow. 

— А 
ELECTRIC MOTORS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
( REASONABLE PRICES. 


Lrp., 32-36, Broomielaw, 
9716 


H. p. Volts. Speed. Make. Type. 

i 220 1350 G.E.C Shunt. 

1 220 150 G.E.C. Shunt. 

2 220 1480 Newton Shunt. - 

3/5 220 950 Newton (Derby) Shunt interpolar. 

4 220 950 Newton (Derby) Shunt interpolar. 

5 440 950 Phoenix Shunt. 

5 440 1050 G.E.C. Shunt. 

6 460 1100 G.E.C. Shunt. 

6 220 950 Maolure Shunt interpolar. 
10 440 1000 Cutting Shunt interpolar. 
12 400 800 Cutting Shunt interpolar. 
12/5 460 1100 + Higgs Shunt interpolar. 
20 440 1020 Cutting Shunt interpolar. 
55 220 300 Hall Shunt. 


Most of the above machines are new and complete with pulleys 
and starters, 
AUTOMATIC MACHINERY CO., 
28, New Union Street, 
Ancoats, Manchester. 


'Phone, 752 Central. Grams, Autotool, M/r. 860 


— M Á á€— M 


XCEPTIONALLY attractive prices for highest class 
goods in all sizes for prompt delivery. 
List and samples on request. 


F. J. SHENTON & CO., LTD., 
68/9, Shoe Lane, E. C. 4. 1057 


(Continued on next page.) 
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FOR SALE.—Contnued. 


ee 
MOTORS FOR SALE. 


— 


New D.C Motors IN S rock. 


No. Type. Maker. Н.Р. Volts. k. . 1. Pulley. Rails 
8 Totally enc. — 35 220 2500 13“ Dia. No. 
7 19 т та 220 2000 13” ” 57 
12 " — à 220 2000 14” T i 
2 Protected -— + 220 1400 3" x 14” „ 
6 " — 1 220 1350 — " 
1 Й Siemens 1 220 1700 43“ K 2“ Yes 
1 Totally enc.” Verity 2 220 850 6" x 4" No. 
23 Enc. vent. G.E.C. 2 220 1050 5” x 4" Yes 
14 " E.C.C. 2 220 1250 5" x 4" „ 
12 " i 3 320 900 5" x 4" „ 
34 „ Wright Motors 3 220 1250 4” x 3” n 
8 ” | E. C. C. 5 440 1000 e" x 4" » 
b M Wright Motors 5 440 1200 5" x b” н 
3 Protected Siemens 64 440 1160 6" x 4” „ 
2 " » TÈ 440 880 7" x b" „ 
4 Enc. vent. Wright Motors 74 440 1000 7" x 5 n 
5 T E.C.C. 8 440 1000 6" x 4" „ 
5 Protected Siemens 20 440 820 12“ x 7" „ 


NEW A. C. MOTORS IN STOCK, 50 PERIOD, 3-PHASE, 
SQUIBREL CAGE. 


5 Protected Wright Motors Б 440 1420 4" x 3” Tes. 
3 E. C. C. 5 440 1420 6" x 4“ „ 


SPECIAL LIN ES. 


Seven 3-H. ., 250 volt, D.C., totally enclosed, 1,350 R. P. M. 
Westinghouse Motors (no pulleys or rails), with special Brook- 
Hirst Starting Panels. 

One 3-H. p., 230 volt, D.C., protected, 1,300 R. P. M., 4 in. by 
3 in. Pulley and Rails, by Wright & Wood. Second-hand, 
in splendid condition. 

One 3-H.P., 950 volt, D. C., enclosed-ventilated, 1,600 R. p. M. 
Westinghouse, 44 in. by 3 in. Pulley and Rails. Second-hand, 
good as new. 


One 100 volt, 35 amp. Dynamo, 1,400 R. P. M., 51 in. by 4 in. 


Pulley and Rails, by Wright & Wood. Second-hand, good 


as new. | 
UNDERWOOD (MANCHESTER), LTD., 
53, Brown Street, Manchester. 
Phone: 5613 City. Telegrams: Gleaming.“ 932 


NEW MOTORS. DELIVERY FROM STOCK. ALL AT MAKE 's Р E 


SINGLE-PHASE, 50 PERIODS, 100/200 Vorrs. 

Three 3-н.р. Century, 1,460 B.P.M., two 4-H. p. Century, 1 160 
R.P.M., two l-H.P. Century, 1,460 R.P.M., three l-H.P. Bi ›К, 
1,460 R. p. M., four 14-H.P. Brook, 1,440 m.P.M., one 2-H.P. Cen- 
tury, 1,460 R.P.M., two 2. p. Brook, 1,440 R. P. M., one 2-H. p. 
Brook, 940 R. p. M., one 3-H. p. Brook, 1,440 R. P. M., two 3-H. P. 
Brook, 940 R. P. M., one 4-H. P. Brook, 1,440 R. p. M. 

Direct Current, 500 Vorrs. 

Two 74-Н.Р. Siemens, 1,350 R. P. u. 

3 PHASE, 440 Vol r, 50 PERIODS. 


Five 5-H. p. Parkinson, 940 R. P. M., two 71 
940 R. P. M., one 7-H. p. Parkinson, 1,440 R. p. 


SECOND-HAND MOTORS IN STOCK. 
200/230 Vout, DIRECT CURRENT. 
One 3-H.P., 500 R. P. M., one O-H.P., 1,000 R.P.M., one 10-H. P., 
880 R. P. M., one 21-H. P., 800 R. P. M. 


SINGLE-PHASE, 50 PERIODS, 100/200 Vours. 
One i-H.P., 1,460 R.P.M., one 4-Н.Р., 940 R.P.M., one 2-H. p. 
2,900 R. P. u., one 3-H. P., 940 R. P. M., one 0-H. P., 910 R. p. u., 
slip ring. 


. Parkinson, 


Direct CURRENT, 100/110 Vorrs. 
One 0-H.r., 770 R. P. M., one 2-H. P., 1,550 R. P. AI. 


MIDLANJD Dynamo & Moror Repairs Co., Lro., Volta 
Works, 64, Belgrave Gate, Leicester. f 930 


—— — 
FOR SALE. 


AE 85 B. p. variable-speed Motor, 220 volts p.c., 950/500 
| revolutions, protected type, compound wound with 
interpoles, engine type machine, no bedplate but with Brook- 
hiret starter and shunt regulator all in new condition. 
Makers: The Lancashire Dynamo Co., Ltd. 

One 45 H.P. variable-speed Motor, 220 volts D. c., 325/650 re- 
volutions, protected type, compound wound with interpoles, 
no bedplate, but with Brookhirst starter and shunt regulator. 
Makers: The Lancashire Dynamo Co., Ltd. 

One 30 H.P., Motor, 290 volts D.C., 760 revolutions, open type, 
compound wound, with bedplate, slide rails and starter. 
Makers: The Lister Engineering Co., Ltd. 

Also 21 lengths in 00 per cent. Carbon Steel, in diameters 
J in. to 13 in. 

Please address offers and all further inquiries to— 


TURNER BROTHERS ASBESTOS Co., LTp., 
800 Purchase Department, Rochdale. 


[June 25, 1920. 


FOR SALE.—Continued. 


R. N. LONGBOTHAM а CO., LTD., 
41, Station Road, Doncaster ; 
and at Milburn House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Tel: { 576 Doncaster, 


Telegrams : 
867 Newcastle, Machinery, Doncaster.” 


FOR SALE. 


One Babcock & Wilcox Water Tube Boiler, eapacity 3,454 
eq. ft., without superheater, but with chain grate stokers. 


Two Lighting Sete, 30-xkw. bipolar Dynamos, Ьу Е.С. Oo., 
250 volts, 190 ampe. 


One Surface Condenser, capacity 490 eq. ft. cooling surface, 
having solid drawn brass tubes, complete with Air and Oir- 
culating Pumps. 

Four Rotary Mining Drills, 4 H. p., 440 volte D.c. 

One Hopkinson Coal Cutter, with -R. . Motor, 450 volts, 
D.C., complete with Jib and Crane. 6971 
aaa À————— 

| FOR SALE. 


300 н.р, 400/440 volts, D.C. 360 R. P. i. 


65 „ 440/460 „ » 930 „ 
40 " ” 57 "n 1,030 n 
1% „ э» LL) "T 1,000 99 
5 LT) M (X) 9 1,200 " 
4 „ 200/230 „ „ 1200 „, 
3 „ 100110 „ „ 1.800 „ 
9 „ 100110 „  , 1,050 „ 


ALTERNATING CURRENTS. 


15 H.P. в.в, 400/440 v., 3 phase, 50 period, 960 R. P. M. 
25 99 » ” ?3 99 720 99 
28 97 t9 ” 9 ye 720 99 
35 77 13 » ” 97 720 э” 
50 77 » ” 99 99 720 39 
31 KP. 8.C. 500 " 11 1420 „ 
30 H. P. В.В. 200/230 v., 1 phase, А 1420 „ 


BURY ELECTRICAL PLANT OO., LTD., 
Pheenix Street, Bury. 
‘Phone: 676. Grams: Electrio.” 852 


SWITCHGEAR FOR SALE. 


3 SWITCHBOARD, consisting of ammeter 0/250, 

Central reading ditto 0/150. 

Volt Meter 0/200, 7 in. Dials, regulating resistance, and 
various Switches, all mounted on fine white marble panel, 
about 7 ft. high, pipe framework, &c., as new. 

З0-н.р., 220 volt Igranic automatic Starter, and 3-н.р., 530 
volt E.C. and J. ditto. Hardly used. 

25-H.P., 480 volt Brookhirst Starting Panel Pillar. 


THE VIcroRIA Егесткіс PrANT Co., 8-10, Spencer Street, 


Westminster, S.W. 1. 


Phone: Victoria 41224123. Grams: Vicminster, Sowest, 
London. | | 1079 


FOR SALE. 


ORNSBY OIL ENGINE, 5} B. H. p., with flywheel, silencer, 
condenser, | 
Continuous current Dynamo, having an output of 40 am- 
peres at 35 volts, shunt wound. | 
Engine Room Switchboard, complete with accumulator, 


regulator, shunt regulator, and automatic cutout. 


Set of accumulators, consisting of 15 cells, 15 plates, ЇЧ. L. 
Hart type. | : 

Self-acting Lathe, 44 inch centre, Screw cutting, back 
geared, with gap bed. : 

To be seen in the neighbourhood of Sevenoaks, Kent. 

Application to be made in the first instance to ARTHUR W. 
Goonsey: F.R.I.B.A., 6, Adam Street, London, W.C. 2. 1075 


ELECTRIC MOTORS READY FOR DELIVERY. 


NEW AND SECOND-HAND, 


1 B. p., 1 E. P., } H. Pp., 100/110 volt p.c. 

$ H.P., 2} H. P., 5 H. P., 73 H. p., 10 H. P., 20 E. p., 200/240 volt 
D.C. 

З H.P., 5 H.P., 74 H. P., 10 H. p., 400/440 volt p.c. 

20 H. P., 480/530 volt D.C., nearly new, B. T. H., 950 R. P. x. 

10 KH. P., 15 H. P., K. C., З Pp., 50 cycles, elip-ring, 950, 

ló-in. Sturtevant Fan Box Blade, 320/240 volt D.C. 

Apply STOCKWELL & Онмз, Lrp., 15, Penton Place, King’s 
Cross, W. C. I. Phone 2680. 2941 


SALE OR HIRE. 


(Continued on newt page.) 
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FOR SALE.—Continued. 


STEAM CENERATING SETS FOR SALE. 


780-K W. Bellies-Dick Kerr, | А.с. Steam Generating Set, 2,200 
volt, 1-phase, 60 cycles, with Allen Condenser if required. 


500-kw. Belligs-B.T.H. D. o. Steam Generating Set, 220 volte, 


900 R.P.M. 
800-xw. Rees Roturbo D.o. Steam Generating Set, 


Belliss- 
600/560 volts, 375 в.Р.м., with Switchboard. 
250-xw Belger E.C. A.C, Steam Generating Set, 
volts, 1- "haee, 60 periods. 
950-k w 5 D.C. Steam Generating Set, 220 
volta, 150 lb. 


170-kw. Belliss Siemens D.C. Steam Generating Set, 220 
volts, Compound Engine. 


60-kw. Allen High Speed Enclosed Steam Generating Set, 
240 volte, 400 R.. M., Shunt Wound. 


75-KW. Belliss- Holmes, 110 volts, 680 amps., 
with Condensing Plant. 


HARRY H. GARDAM & CO., LTD., Staines. 9047 


D.C., complete 


FOR SALE. 


Two 92-H.P., 440 volt., D.C., Cranerated Motors. 

6,000 110-volt, 8-C.P., Tubular Carbon Lamps, S. B. S. 

9, ,000 8-volt, 8-с. P., Metallic Filament round pipless, S. E. S. 
Osram and Ediswan Lamps 


2, 955 8-volt, 80. p., Metallic Filament, tubular S.E.S. Mazda 


One 10-5. P., 110-volt, 50-period, single-phase Brook Motor. 
Three 30 by 10 Denbigh Plain Millers. 

One 6-in. Slotting Machine. 

Nine 6-in. to 7-in. 5.8. and В.О. Precision Lathes. 

One 26-in. by 8 in. Universal Miller 

One 16-in. Stroke Shaping Machine. 


Apply SPRINGVALE ENGINEERING WORKS, 
Blythe Road, West Kensington, W. 14. 6665 


STEAM-DRIVEN SET. 


pou & MORCOM, Vert., Twin, Compound H.B. En- 
gine, 160 lb., pressure, coupled to :— 

DO0-kw., 440 v., D.C., G. E. C. Compound wound Generator, 
modern Zet, good as new. 
Lancashire Boiler, 24 ft. by 7 ft. by 160 lb., with all fittings. 
Meldrum furnace, Hotchkisg circulator. 
Oarruthers Feed Pump. Wier Feed Pump. 
All pipes, steam traps, &c., complete. 
Switchboard, and cabies for above. 


The whole installation complete, and highly suitable fer 
supplying works with power and light. 


Apply, RicHARDS, TURPIN (MINERALS), Lro., Swansea. 575 


Sale or Hire. 


10 н.р. Siemens, 500 volts; 10 н.р. Siemens, 220 volts; 
74 н.р. G. E. C., 440 volts; 7 H.P. Electromotors, 480 volts; 64 
H.P. Siemens, 500 volts; 5 н.Р. Hurst, 440 volts; 5 H. P. 
Siemens, 440 volts; 5 Н.Р. Siemens, 220 "volts; 6 н.р. Higgs, 
230 volts; 5 H.P. Cutting, 230 volts; 5 H.P. A. E. G., 200 volts; 
24 H. P. Newton, 440 volts; З H. P. “б” type, 220 volts: 2 H. p. 
Higgs, 500 volts; 2 KH. P. 4g" type, 480 volts; 2 H. P. Cutting, 
480 volts; 2 H.P. Higgs, 400 volts; 1 H.P. Crompton, 220 volts; 


and many smaller. Also А.С. Motors. 

E. P. ALLAM & Co., 107 Gray's Inn Road, W. C. I. Museum 
6274. Epaltricals, London. 8441 
FOR SALE. 

ALTERNATOR. 


One 150 xw.,, 3-phase, 460 volts, 50 cycles new Alternator, 
complete with ‘direct-coupled exciter, and arranged for belt or 
rope drive, epeed 428 R. Pp. u. Quick delivery. 
D.C. GENERATORS. 

One 195 KW., 220 volt, shunt wound p.c. Generator, 490 
А.Р.М., with massive bedplate and three pedestal bearings, 
new condition. 
One 77 kW., 500/600 volts, shunt wound interpole P. c. 
Generator, 700 R. P. M., with pedestal bearings, belt pulley, 
having cast-iron bedplate and elide rails. 
a.c. and D.c. Motors always in stock. 

Inquiries invited. 

Hatwains, LTD., 44a, Bolton Street, Bury. 

Generator. Telephone : Bury 681. 


MOTORS FOR SALE. 
AX CM W of New and Second-hand Motors for immediate 
Motors ee Dynamos rewound and repaired without delay, 


A.C. and D.C. 
DuMsRiLL, 60, Queen's Road, Battersea, London, S.W. 8. 


Telegraius: 
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FOR SALE.—Continued. 


HUDSON'S ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING CO., LTD. 


7 and 8, Prudential Buildings, Park Row, Leeds. 
Phone: Telegrams : 
| 22792. " Alternate " and Beaz Leeds. 


— . ——— 
MOTORS FROM STOCK. 


SINGLE, Two, AND THREE-PHASE MOTOBS. 
SECOND-HAND. 


Two nearly new 20-H.p., 2-phase, equirrel-cage Motors, 200 
volts, 50 cycles, 500 revs., by E.C. Co., Ltd., complete with 
pulley, rails, and auto traneformer starters. 

One nearly new 25-H.P., single-phase, equirrel-cage Motor, 
by T. Harding Churton, 400 volts, 50 cycles, 960 reve., com- 
plete with pulley, rails, and starters. 

One nearly new %)-н.р., single-phase, equirrel-cage motor, 
by Ingleby, Ltd., 400 volte, 50 cycles, 960 reve., complete 
with pulley, rails, "апа starter. | j 


New. 


One brand new Sturtevant 24 in. Porthole Fan, 3-phase, 
400 volts, 50 cycles, 560 revs. £25 

One new 30-H.P., 2-phaee, squirrel-cage Motor, 200 volta, 
50 cycles, 1,400 revs., complete with pulley, raile, and series 
parallel starter. 


Six 1-H. p., 900 volte, 50 cycles, 1, s revs., 
complete with pulley, raile, and starter | 

One 5-H. ., 110 Шан 50 ues 14 1 400 revs., single-phase, 
complete with pulley, rails, and starter. 

Four 2B. p., single-phase Motors, 200 volta, 50 cycles, 1,400 
revs., complete, all ав above. 

Four 41H. P., phase Motors, squirrel-cage type, 200 volta, 
50 cycles, 1, 400 revs., complete, all as above. | 

Two 10-H. P., 3-phaae, equirrel-cage motors, 200 volts, 50 
cycles, 1,400 revs, complete, all as above. 

Four 12 fl. p. е 2-phase equirrel-cage Motors, 200 volte, 50 
cyclee, 1,400 revs., complete, all as above. 

Fur 4%-Н. P., 3-phase, equirrel-cage Motors, 440 volts, 50 
cycles, 1,400 reve., complete, al as above. 

Four 41 H. P., 3- phase, equirrel-cage Motore, 400 volts, 60 
cycles, 1,400 reva., complete, all as above. 

Two new 60-н. P., 3-p „ elip-ring Motors, 94 amps., 346 
volts, 50 cycles, 720 revs., by Rhodes Motors, Ltd., complete. 

One 12H. P., 3-phase, equirrel-cage Motor, 400 volta, 50 cycles, 
960 reve., complete with pulley, rails, and starter. 

One 15•H. P., 3-phage, peruse Motor, 400 volts, 50 cycles, 
1,400 revs., complete, above 


Drrect CURRENT MOTORS. 
New. 


Three 40-H.P., D.c. Motors, 460 volts, 1,000 revs., shunt, 4 
pole, with interpoles, complete with pulley, glide rails, and 
starting panel. 

Four nearly new 15-H. p., D. 0. Motors, 200 / 220 volte, 1,500 / 
1,900 reve., shunt, 4 pole, and interpole, enclosed ventilated 
type, complete with pulley, elide rails, and double automatic 
semi-enclosed etarters. £125 each. 

Four new ö-H. Pp. Motors, 460/500 volts, 1,400 revs., shunt 
interpoles, complete with pulley, slide rails, and starters. 

Tenders wanted for the following steam generating seta, 
which wil be loaded free on rail to buyer: — 

One 900-kw. Brush Engen ng Co., 500 volts, 120 lb. 
steam, 250 revs., 4 pole, compoun wound generator. 

One 60-EW. Generating Set, Reavell-Newton patent, com- 
pound engine, 120 lb. steam, generator 60-KW., 500 volts. 


The above new Motors are what we have continually in 
progress of manufacture, and eame are sold as fast ae com- 
pleted. 


An assortment of second-hand Dynamos and Motors always 
in stock. Upwards of £30,000 worth always in hand. 
ENGINE. 


600-1.H.P. Willans Patent Triple Expansion Engine, 
enclosed type, 160/200 lb. eteam, equal to new. 
ideal engine for mill or works drive. £300. 

All guaranteed one year. | 

Hupson’s ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING Co., LTD., 7 and 8, 
Prudential Buildings, Park Row, Leeds. 

Telephone: 22,92. Telegrams : Alternate, Leeds. 9830 


single-phase, 


totally 
Would make 


FOR SALE. 


100-volt, 100-amp., compound interpole protected Dynamo 
with epare armature. 

Plating Dynamo, 6 volts, 340 amps., by Scott & Mountain, 
Drummond & Co., Middlesbrough. 

50-H. P. 440-volt, 3-phase, 40-cycle Bruce Peebles Motor, 760 
revs., with Ellison starter. 

15 and 93 н. P., 990 volta, compound interpole Motors, by 
Boothroyd, 1 500 / 1,900 revs., with Brookhirst panels, 3 and 7 
B. P. H. gas engines, installed July, 1919, National and Campbell 
respectively. 

DRUMMOND & Co., Middlesbrough. эл 


Gonna on nont page.) 
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FOR SALE.—Conhnued. 


D.C. MOTORS AND DYNAMOS IN STOCK. 


NEW AND SECOND-HAND. 


No. in Stock. H. p. Volts. Speed. Make. 

3 1 100 2000 Vickers: 

1 21 100 1400 Union. 

1 3 100 1200 Union. 

9 5 100 1200 Brown, Boveri. 
3 5 100 1200 City Electric Co. 
1 74 100 1020 Blackburn Starling. 
3 1 220 1700 Siemens. 

1 1 220 2700 Aston. 
14 2 2X) 1400 Mawdsley. 

1 2 240 1210 Siemens. 

1 24 200 550 Rhodes. | 

1 3 250 1400 Electrical Eng. Co. 
1 3 200 850 Cutting. 

1 3 220 1000/1500 Westinghouse 

2 3 220) 950 Siemens. 

2 4 220 1500 Brown, Boveri. 
1 5 200 2000 Lahmeyer 

1 5 200 1600 Continental. 

1 7 220) 1050 Morris Hawkins 
1 15 220 900 Aston. 

4 2 480/530 1760 B. T. H. 

3 24 480/530 1400 B. T. H. 

1 3 530 1100 Cutting. 

1 3 480 1200 Lundell. 

1 4 600 650/1000 Adnil. 

3 5 440 1400 Siemens. 

5 5 500 1000 Siemens. 

2 7 460 1000 Flather. 

6 11 440 9X) Phonix. 

1 15 440 1080 Cutting. 

9 A) 440 820 Siemens. 

3 20 500 820) Siemens. 

1 30 460 800 Flather. 

1 50 460 600 Parker. 

1 50 400/480 600 Westinghouse. 


Also & number of Dynamos 100 volts, 10, 90, 30, 40 & 50 amps. 

THE VICTORIA ELECTRIC PLANT Co., Spenser Street, West- 
minster, S.W.1. 'Phone: Victoria 41224123. Grams: Vic- 
minster, Sowest, London. | р 1080 


ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACCESSORIES. 


Special lines in stock offered at Low Prices. 


12,000 S.C. Cord-grip Holders (solid ring). 

5,000 S.C. 4 in. Cord-grip Holders (solid ring). 

1,500 S.C. & in. Cord-grip Holders (solid ring). 

3,000 S.C. Cord-grip Holders (heavy English). 

1,000 S.C. Cord-grip Holders (heavy Englisn) (best). 
Кз, S.C. Min. Batten Holders (S.B.C.), (heavy cast back- 

tes) 

3,000 S.C. c/g Key Switch Holders. 

720 S.C. c /g Push Bar Holders. 

720 S.C. 4 in. Push Bar Holders. 

3,000 Edison Screw Holders (4 in. and c/g). 

10,000 Bayonet Plug Adaptors. 

500 5-amp. S.P. Oblong Cutouts. 

1,000 10-ainp. S.P. Oblong Cutouts. 

2,500 10-amp. S.P. Bow Cutouts (plaster lined). 

10,000 Porcelain Cleats (various), 1§ in., 24 in., 4 in. 

40,000 China Connectors (various). 

10,000 Wood Blocks (all sizes). 


200 8 in. and 144 12 in. Opal Bowl Fittings (complete). 

300 Opal Bowls (8 in., 10 in., 12 in., 14 in.). 

10 miles 1/22 and 20 iniles 1/20 Bell Wire, S.I.R., D.C. C. 

Bell Indicators, Bell Pushes, Bells, Dry Batteries, Zincs 
(H.D.), Porous Pots, Salammoniac, Alabaster Bowls. 

Immediate delivery, subject to being unsold. 

Tug NEWMAN ELECTRICAL Co. 64, Newman Street, London, 
W.1. Telephone: Museum 2039. Telegrams : 
Ox, London.“ 


H.T. TESTING SET FOR SALE. 
Suitable for Cable Makers, Armature Winders and Others, 


OMPRISING of Steel Cubicle containing Siemens Rotary 
Converter—input, 440 v., D.C., to 290/300 v., 50 p., 1 ph., 

also Berry's Transformer with terminals, 200/300, 500, 1,000, 
and 2.000 volts; Switchgear mounted on Angle Iron Panel. 
8 whole of the above is self-contained, and is absolutely 

ew. 

The Cubicle may be separated, which would make a splen- 
did Oven for Arinature Baking. 


ANDERSON, ANGELL & Co., 102, Central Street, London. 
E.C. 1. 1001 


HECKMONDWIKE URBAN DISTRIUT CoUNCIL. 


Electricity Department. : 
OR SALE. one 75-Kw. Reavell-Fowler Generating Set. 
Steam 160 Ib. Voltage 460-550 D.C. 
One Fowler Generating Set. Voltage 460-550 D.C. 
Can be seen working by appointment. 
Electricity Works, Bath Road, Heckmondwike, Yorks. 853 
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FOR SALE.—Conünued. 


NEW MOTORS for IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ex STOCK. 


Four 1-н.р., 480/530 volts, 1,730/1,880 revs. 

Thirty-six 2 B. P. , 480/530 ‘volts, 1 ‚600/1, 750 revs. 

Twenty-four 3-H. P., 480/530 volts, 1,460 / 1,550 revs. 

Eighteen 5-H. P., 450/530 volts, 1 340/1, 430 revs. 

Sixteen 9-H.P., 480/530 volts, 1,220/1,315 revs. 

Six 10-н.р., 400/460 volts, 935 / 1,035 revs. 

Five 19-H. P. , 480/530 volts, 1 ‚100/1, 190 revs. 

Four 20-4. P., 400/460 volts, 760/595 revs. 

Six 23-H.P., 480/530 volts, 900/950 revs. 

One 30-H. P., 400 / 460 volts, 700/775 revs. 

Thirty 2B. P., 200/250 volts, 1,335/1,610 revs. 

Six 8-н.Р., 200/250 volts, 1,220/1,430 revs. 

Seven ó-H.P., 200/250 volts, 1,120/1,200 revs. 

The above machines are perfectly new as received from 
makers. We specialise in Motors of B.T.H. manufacture, and 
in consequence of our placing large stock orders each month 
we are able to offer all sizes of Motors from 1 to 30 H.P. for 
immediate and early delivery. 

Each Motor is complete with accessories and is covered 
with maker's usual six months’ guarantee. 


Delivery can be had at once ex our stores :— 


Kirtling Street, Battersea.—’Phone: Brixton 1963. 
Chiswell Street.—'Phone: Central 6446. 
Britannia Street.—’Phone: Central 6023. 


Clacton-on-Sea.—'Phone: Clacton 103. 


In addition to the above, we have a large stock of nearly 
new machines, both А.С. and p.c. which are covered with 
our guarantee of three months. 


C. J. Fercuson & Sons, 54, Chiswell Street, London, E 
111. 


A.C. MOTORS FOR SALE. 


THREE-PHASE, 50 PERIODS. 


One 250-H. p., 400/440 volts, 485 R. P. M., slipring. 
One 200-H. P., 400/440 volts, 485 R. P. M., slipring. 


One 150-H. P., 400% 440 volts, 485 R. P. M., ; glipring. 
One 100-H.P., 400/440 volts, 585 R. P. M., slipring. 
All new. Ready for delivery end of July. 


One 200-H. P., 400/440 volts, 580 R. P. u., slipring. 
One 150-H. P., 400/440 volts, 720 k. P. M., slipring. 
One 120-H. p., 400/440 volts, 720 R. P. u., " slipring. 
Second- hand, with Starting Gear. Immediate deliver y. 
One 70-H. P., 400/440 volts, 455 R. P. M., slipring. 
Three 55-н. p., 400/440 volts, 720 R. b. M., slipring. 
Three 46-H.P., 400/440 volts, 720 R.P.M., slipring. 
Two 35-H. P., 400/440 volts, 720 m.P.M., slipring. 
Three WA. P., 400/440 volts, 720 R.P.M., slipring. 
All new. Immediate delivery. 

` SQUIRREL CAGE. 
One 39-n.P., 400/440 volts, 585 R.P.M., squirrel cage. 
Four 35-H. p., 400/440 voits, 720 R.P.M., squirrel cage. 
Two 18-H. P., 400/440 volts, 720 R. P. M., Squirrel cage. 
Three 15-н. P., 400/440 volts, 960 R. P. M. „Squirrel cage. 
Two 7-H. p. 400/440 volts, 900 R. P. M., Squirrel cage 
Two 34-H.P. ‚ 400/440 volts, 1,450 R. p. M. , squirrel cage. 
Опе 2}-H.P., ' 400/ 440 volts, 1, 450 R. P. IM. squirrel саре. 
All new. Immediate delivery. 


C. L. TURNER, 49, Deansgate, Manchester. Tel.: 1603 City. 
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ELECTRIC MOTORS FOR SALE. 


WO 60-н.р., 240 volts, 625 revs., shunt, International, with 
starters (make good generators), 4 pole. 
One 40-н.Р. ditto, 700 revs., 240 volts, with starter. 
One 8-H.P., 940 volts, 1,050 revs., 4 pole, shunt. 
One 35-н.р., 240 volts, 500 revs., shunt, Westinghouse. 
Three 10-H.P., 240 volts, 495 revs., series enclosed, B. T. H. 
One 5-H. p., 460 volts, 1.325 revs., shunt, 4 pole, new. 
One 30-H. p., 460 volts, 800 revs., shunt, 4 pole, new. 
One 4 and 44- H.P., 2 ph., 200 volts, 50 cycles, slip ring. 
One 5-H. p., 440 volts, 3 ph., 25 cycles, squirrel cage. 
Three 73- H. P., 440 volts, 3 ph., 50 cycles, squirrel cage. 
Two 15-H. p., 990) volts, 1 500 revs., compound multipole. 
One 11-H.P., 3 ph., 440 volts, 50 cycles, squirrel cage, new. 
Battery new storage cella (54), 120 amp.-hr., 10 hr. rate. 
Converter, 460 volts D.C., to 60 volts 40 amps. 
Number of other А.С. and p.c. Motors, Dynamos, Alternators, 
and Generating Plant. List free. 

EDWARD BINNS, 5, Osborne Terrace, Gosforth, Newcastle. 


Telegrams : “ Phase, Newcastle.” 3702 


MOTORS.—IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 


F ULL range of p.c. Motors from $-н.Р. to 30-H. p. All 
standard voltages in stock. For immediate delivery. 
Full guarantees. Attractive prices. 

ELLIS & Warp, Lrp., Portugal Street, Kingsway, London, 


W. C. 2. 
Telephone: Holborn 595. з 


(Continued on next page.) 
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FOR SALE.—Continued. 


DIRECT CURRENT MOTORS FOR SALE. 


Variable Speed Type, with Brookhirst Control Pauels. 


Three 


74 H. P 290 volt 450/900 revs. B. T. H. £128 
Eight 123 ,, 440 „ 500/1000 ,, Crompton £146 
Three 16 „ 240 „ 400/1200 „ Peebles £155 
Seven 16 „ 240 „ 1400/1200 „ Lancashire £160 
Five 18 „ 440 „ 210/630 „ Westinghouse £228 
Two 20 ,, 440 „ 310/930 „ Lancashire £210 
Three 24 „ 440 „ 400/000 „ Lancashire £210 
Two 25 , 250 ,, 200/600 „ Lancashire £240 
Two 34 , 250 „ 200/600 „ Lancashire #295 

THE PHENIX ELECTRICAL CO., LT», 


136, Broomielaw, Glasgow. 820 


ELECTRICAL COOKING APPARATUS. 


HE HORNSEY BOROUGH COUNCIL have for disposal 
the following electrically-heated apparatus lately used in 
their National Kitchen :— 
One large and two small Roasting Ovens. 
Three Boiling Pans (capacity approx. 17 gallons each). 
Two Oval Fish Friers on Steel Table. 
One Steaming Oven and one Grill. 


The above are very suitable for caterers, clubs, canteens, &c. 


Further particulars may be obtained and apparatus inspected 
on application to the Вокосан Treasurer, Town Hall, High- 
gate, N.6. 1114 


DIESEL-DRIVEN GENERATORS, &c. 
р IESEL-driven Generators, 400/500-xw., D. c., 500 or 250 
volts, 320 R.P.M., in excellent condition. Low price. 
Engines and Bynamos could be eold separately. 
Also two 500-kw. Parsons Turbines, 230/250 volte, p.c. (in 
series 460/500 volte), complete with spare Armature and Con- 


Exhaust Turbine Set, Willane—E.C.C., 200 xw., 440/500 
volta. Complete with Condenser, Pumps, &c. 


JENNINGS, West Walls, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 6820 


FOR SALE. 


YNAMO, 220 volts, 41 amps., 1,000 R. p. M., compound 
wound, slide rails and pulley. Price £60 (sixty pounds). 
io nennen 990) volts, 170 amps., 650 R.P.M., as above. Price 
£150. 
30 H. p., 990 volt push botton control Igranic Starter; also 
2 jin. Pulsometer Pump. 
6/10 н.р. Motor, 440 volts, 930 R. P. M., also Starter. Prac- 
tically new. 4&100. | 
С. Е. PARDOE, Electrical and Mechanical Engineer, Dansom 
Lane, Hull. 10 


ELECTRIC MOTORS FOR IMMEDIATE SALE. 


D. C. 480/530 v., 35, 10, 9, 5, 1 H. P. “s. 
400/440 v., 8 B. P. 

900/990 v., 10, 5, 2, 14 K. P. (s. 

A. 0.— 200 v., 50 p., 1 ph., slip ring, 9 H. p. 
415 v., 50 p., З Ph., slip ring, 10, 74 KH. P. s. 
Phone: Bank 5121. All guaranteed. 


ANDERSON, ANGELL & Co., Electric Power Engineers, 102, 
Central Street, London, E. C. 1. 1000 


DYNAMOS. 


T's for Sale, in first-class running order. 
110 volts, 190 amperes, £110. 
110 volts, 168 amperes, £130. 
110 volts, 60 amperes, £60. 
110 volts, 80 amperes, £70. 
Also 80 volts, 20 amperes, 650 revs., £100. 


ROBINSON & HANDS ELECTRICAL Co., Lro., Barwick Street, 
Birmingham. | 1082 


ELECTRIC MOTORS IN STOCK. 


5, 74, 12, 40, 45, 65, and 300-н.р., 400/460 volts, D.C. 

1, 2, 3, and 4-н.р., 220/230 volts, D.C. 

3-H.P., and 9-н.р., 100/110 volts, D.C. : 

10, 15, 95, 93, 35, and 55-н.р., slip ring, 400/440 volts, 3- 
phase, 50 cycles. 

Good stock of D.C. Starters. 


Bury ELECTRICAL PLANT Co., Ілр., Phoenix Street, Bury. 


» 
е 


THE ELECTRICAL REYIEW SUPPLEMENT. 27 


FOR SALE.—Continued. 


MOTORS FOR SALE. 


A SPECIAL SELECTION of eix almost new 100-H.P. А.О. 
Motors. Made by B.T.H., and only run a few months. 
600 volts, 3-phase, 50 periods, 730 R.P.M. 

Slip ring, induction protected type, with eelf-oiling bear- 

ings, driving pulley 18 in. diameter, 16 in. face. Including 

oil-immersed Starters. Self-contained switchgear and slide 


8. 
The above are in stock for immediate delivery. 
THOMAS MrrcHELL & Sons, I/rp., Bolton. 


Telegrams: ‘‘ Realise. Telephone: 302 608 


FOR SALE. 


Boiler.—Babcock & Wilcox double drum, heating surface 
1,741 square feet, evaporation 7,000 lb. water per hour, 160 lb. 
pressure, one feed-water heater, piping. | 

Generating Set.—Tandem compound engine, 8} in. and 14 in. 
by 8 in. stroke, 110-в.н.р., 420 revs., 160 lb. steam, direct 
coupled to Mavor & Coulson Dynamo, compound wound 
multipolar, 600 amps., 100 volts. 

Drop Hammer.—One 7 cwt. steam drop hammer, 160 lb. 
pressure, automatic action by foot trigger. 

All above for immediate delivery. Can be seen our works. 


Mavor & Coutson, Ib., Glasgow. 1104 


URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF WHITBY, YORKS. 


OR SALE, оре 100-kw. Parsons Turbo Generator, 500 v., 


D.C. 
One 28-H.P. Vertical Enclosed Steam Engine, complete. 
The above plant is in good order, and can be seen running 
by appointment. No reasonable offer refused. 


J. W. PIGGOTT, A. M. I. E. E., 
Engineer and Manager. 
Electricity Department, 
Council Offices, 


Whitby, Yorks. 768 


FOR SALE. 


To SUPPLY AUTHORITIES. 


One new 600 xw. Bruce Peebles Motor Converter, 6,300/ 
6,600 volts, 3 phase, 50 cycle, to ca ae volts D.C., 750 R.P.M., 
guitable for traction or general supply, complete with starting 
gear. 

For price and specification write HALWAINS, LtD., 44a, 
Bolton Street, Bury. 


Telegrams: Generator. Telephone: Bury 681. 804 


FOR IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL. 


WO Compound-wound Motors, 440 volts, 150 B. H. p., 500 
T R. P. M., complete with starting panels. 

One 900-xw. shunt or compound wound Generator, 400/440 
volts, 300 R. P. M., 2 bearings. 

p.c. Motors in stock: 1, 2, and 3 fl. p., 200/240 volts; 5, 64, 
7%, 8, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, and 60-н.р. Motors, 400/480 volts, 
complete with Pulleys, Rails, and Starters. Siemens and 
E. C. O. makes. 


R. O'Brien & Co., 66, Mosley Street, Manchester. 777 


ACCUMULATORS. 


TU Block Type, 6-volt and 10-volt Sets, complete 
in teak cases, brass hinges, outside terminals and solid 
leather strap. Actual capacity 20 amp.-hrs. Surplus Govern- 
ment Stock, to be sold singly or in quantities considerably 
below maker's prices. Agencies wanted; see illustrated 
advert., page 31. City ACCUMULATOR Co., 75, Great Eastern 
Street, E.C.2. Tel.: 1338 Clerkenwell. 1068 


D.C. SLOW SPEED GENERATORS FOR IMMEDIATE SALE. 


WO 45-&w., 220 volt D.0., compound wound, three-bearing 
Generators, by Mesers. J. P. Hall, at 360 revs., pedestal 

type bearings on bedplate. 
AUTOMATIC MacmiNERY Co., 28, New Union Street, Ancoats, 


Manchester. Phone: 752 Central. Grams: Autotool, 
Manchester. 861 


ELECTRIC DYNAMOS AND MOTORS. 


М always available for Sale or Hire. 
ARMATURES and FIELD COILS 
rewound or repaired without delay. 
MACDONALD, SYER & CO., Тлр., 
995, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.1. 


'Phone: 


5773 Holborn. 8485 


(Continued on пегі page.) 
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FOR SALE.—Continued. 


OUNNINGHAN'S REGISTER. 


REGISTER OF MOTORS, &c., for sale and 
wanted. Send 'particulare of YOUR NEEDS | 
(as a buyer or seller). MOTORS rewound and re- 


paired. 
171, Edgware Road, 
'Phone : Padd. 5173 and 5174. London, W.2. 


Cheap prepaid advertisements are inserted under this heading at the 
| rate of 34. per word per insertion, 
TRADE RATE 19. 9d. PER LINE. 
Box Number and Nonna Ruvinw address count as seven words, 


JA DRESIVE (pure rubber) Tapes and Chatterton's, delivery: 
ex-etock, at lowest prices; samples.—Shenton & Co., 68/9» 
Shoe Lane, E.C. 4. 1061 


JA ORY E Tape, white, 756 lbs. i1" wide, price 2s. 9d. per 1b. 
Samples on application. — 37 11, BLEOTRICAL REVIEW, 
4. Ludgate Hill. London. | 


LMOST New, "Cyclone" electric Ventilating Fans, 86 in., 
700 revs., 220 v. D.C, 14 H.P. £40.—R. S. Greenhalgh, 
Atherton. 1101 


RO Lamp Oarbons. Odd lots. Exceptional bargain. — 619, 
ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


[3 158. Corporation Electricity Works. For Sale, one 150-K w., 
Belliss-Fowler, triple-expansion Generating Set, steam 170 lbs., 
voltage 440 to 550.— For further particulars apply Borough Electrical 
Engineer. 1033 


ABLE, new, in coils of 110 yds., 600 megohm, N. A., from 
stock; 7 miles 1/18 at £15 per mile; 10 miles 3/22 at 

£17 118. 6d. per mile; 2 miles 3/20 at £23 9s. per mile; 2 miles 7/22 
at £27 10s. per mile; 1 mile 7/20 at £37 bs. per mile ; 1 mile 7/18 at 


£58 per mile.—1097, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill London. 


ABLE.—110 yard coils, 1/18, 19/6, 3/22, 22/-, 3/20, 28/6 ; 
Flexible Maroon, 35/40, 88/6, (23/36, 70/40), 49/ grs. yds. 
from stock.—William A. Morton, 125, Norfolk Street, Sheffield. 
1036 


Cm Fittings (screwed or plain), round and rectangular 
boxes, for prompt delivery. — Shenton & Co., 68/9, Shoe 
Lane, E.C. 4 1059 


: Соту House Plant, comprising 14 B. H. P. Bates Oil Engine, 
Laurenoe Scott Generator, 160 volts, 75 amps., switchboard, 
and 500 ampere-hour accumulators. Can be seen running by 


appointment.—Marsh Bros. (Electricians) Ltd.. Sheffield. 1094 


YNAMO, 110 volts, 10 Kw., old type but in exceptional good 
condition, complete with switchboard, amp.-meter, voltmeter, 
various switches and fittings. £65 net cash —Craven & District 
Private Telephone & Eleotrio Co., Skipton. 3679 


LECTRIC Light Cable, new, high quality, 7/25 on 4-mile 
and 1 mile drums, 7/22 on 500 yard drums, 7/16 on 1000 and 

2000 yard drums, to be sold at absurdly low prices.— Lake, 
132, Upper Thames Street, London, E.C. 4. 3754 


LECTRIC Motors and Dynamos for sale, all voltages, new and 
second-hand ; also Steam Generating Sets, 40 Kw. at 100 v.; 

can be seen running.—Conatable & Ohlson, 60, Queen в Road, 
Battersea. 3730 


LECTRIC Motors, 5 H.P., 250-volt, 1000 revs., new, Cromptons, 
starters and rails, complete. What offers ?—3719, ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, 4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


LECTRIC Runabout, two-seater, with motor, meter, resistance, 
switch ; in good order. Chassis with four wheels, two new 
tyres; in good order. Made by Baker Vehicle Co., U.S. A. £30 


or nearest offer.— For particulars, 1005, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, 
Ludgate Hill, London. 


4\LECTRICAL д.с. and D.C. Motors, Cheap.—Climax, 182, Church 
Street, Kensington. Park 2023. 3671 


IVE Telephones, each five-way, inter-communication, by Peel 
Conner Co., for sale. In good condition. View by appointment. 
—1077, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


LEXIBLES to Continental sizes, large quantities for sale.— 


Particulars, from 3636, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate 
Hill. London. 


Е immediate sale and delivery, high-class Generating Set (by 
Reavell), three-crank compound high-speed Engine, coupled 
direct to Generator (by Brown Bouverie & Co.). 190 volts., 375 revs.. 
in first-class condition.—Joseph Pugsley & Sons, Ltd., Lawrence 
Hill, Bristol. 1040 


ГОК Sale.—A large number of Motors, for immediate delivery, 
110, 220, 460 volts, D.C. ; several Motor Generators, suitable 

for cinemas ; НогпвЬу ОЦ and Gas Engines.—Surrey Engineering 
Co.. Ltd.. 34 Surrey Street, Strand. 1034 


DOR Sale, a number of 5-ton and 3-ton Electric Lorries, fitted 

with Ironclad Exide and Tudor batteries, eapecially suitable 

for corporation highways and scavenging departments. —Further 
particulars 966. Rr.g0TRIOAL REVIEW. 4 Ludgate Hill. London. 


T Sale, Complete Electric Lighting Set. Crossley Gas Engine 

complete with D.C. Dynamo. Output 100 volts. 60 to 30 
amps., with Switchboard. .In running order.—-3653, ELEOTRIOAL 
BEVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 
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FOR SALE.— (Continued. 


OR Sale, Orawley Automatic Accumulator Switch, suitable for 
50 amp. battery, 27 cells. Also portable oell-testing Volt- 
meter with spear, reading 3 volts.—1120, ELTOr RIAL REVIEW, 


4, Ludgate Hill, London. . 


OR Sale, eight 121-H. P., 440-volt, 500/1000 R. P.., enclosed 
ventilated, shunt interpole, variable speed Motors, by Crompton, 
with Brookhirst control panels. £145 each.—The Phoenix Elec- 
trical Co., Ltd., 32/36, Broomielaw, Glasgow. 570 


OR Sale, large quantity of new, non-association, white cotton- 


covered, twin-twisted Flexible Wire, 40/36 8.w.G., made by 

well-known British maker at 48s. 6d. per gruss yards, free London, 

ready in warehouse London, subject unsold, — 9775, 
LEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


OR Sale, Medical Coils (all pi pater et Pe bells, switches, toy. 
motors, miniature lampholders, circular resistances. Send 
for samples.—Allen & Parkes, 15, Summer Row, Birmingham. 8501 


ОВ Sale, Motor Generator, consisting. of 500-volt, D.c. motor, 
coupled to 6-volt, 1000-ampere plating dynamo, and complete 

with switchboard, &. Price £235.—The Phenix Electrical Oo., 
Ltd., 32/36, Broomielaw, Glasgow. 572 


OR Sale, New Motors from stock, 10, 15 and 20-H. P., 500 volt 
D.C. ; b, 10, 15, 20, 35 and 30 H.P., 400/440 volt, A.C., three- 
phase, 50 cycle ; one 3-R.P., 100 volt, single-phase, 50 cycle, 'seoond 
hand.—W. P. Young & Co., Electrical Engineers, 40, Sanvey Gate, 
Leicester. я 333 


ОВ Sale, new, 25-Kw., 220-volt, Aster Petrol Generating Set, 
ИШ, with switchboard, £400.—698, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate 
Hill, London. 


OR Sale, new, 220-volt, 5-H P. shunt-wound, Westinghouse 
Motor.—Burns, Fox Lane, Whitehaven. 900 


OR Sale, one Ferranti А.С. Meter, 10 amp., 220 volts, 50 periods, 
single-phase ; in perfect order; condition as new. £4 10s. 
— Wood, North Parade, Ripon. 3670 


OR Sale, one Mather & Platt enclosed ventilated shunt Motor, 

22 B. H. P., 200 volts, 850 R.P.M., with pulley; also one Allen 
steam-driven Dynamo, 15 Kw.,235 volts, 650 R. P. M., 80 Ibe. pressure. 
All first-class order.—Further particulars from S. Н. Heywood and 
Co., Ltd., Reddish, near Stockport. 773 


OR fale or Hire, Motors and Dynamos, 440, 320, 110 volta. 
Е Electrical of all kinds, —W. W. Martin, 320, 
Witton Road, Birmingham. Phone: East 883, 5715 


OR Sale (pair) Baboock & Wilcox Boilers, 600 sq. ft. heating 
surface, 150 Iba. working pressure ; now fixed, with economiser. 

Low price save removal.— Williams & Sons, 37, Queen Victoria 
Street, London. 1125 


Fer Sale, Protecting Cage for Transformer; expanded metal on 

angle iron frame, 10’ 6" long by 7’ 6" wide by 6’ high, with 
front double door 5’ wide.—Meears. Simon- -Carves, 20, Mount 
Street, Manchester. 961 


OR Sale, several lengths of leather and Balata driving belts. 
Have been used at private installations and in good oon- 
dition. Send particulars of requirements.—Cook, 5, Elton Road, 
Bishopston, Bristol. 1043 


OR Sale, several lengths, practically new, 8-core, steel armoured 
Rubber Cable, 19/14. 19/18, 37/14 and 7/:6 ; 600 megohms., 
Association grade.—B. F. Winder, Belgrave Electrical Works, Leeds. 
9795 


OR Sale, six modern Gas Engine Generating Seta, with 440-volt 
D.O. generators, from 220 to 500 Kw. output.—922, ELEC- 
TRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


OR Sale, six 30-H.P., 500-volt, 50 period, 3-period, slipring 
Motors, with starting gear, £155 each.—The Phenix Elec- 
trical Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 327 


OR Sale, two horizontal Double-cotton Lapping Machines, six 
heads each, and one vertical Double-rubber Lapping Machine, 
six-head, Larmuth’s make ; almost new. Suitable for armature or 
bell wire up to 12 S. W.G. Can be inspected in working order.— 
Offers to 1015, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


OR Sale, two 100-B. H.., protected-type, slip-ring Motors, fitted 
with brush-lifting and short-circuiting devioe, wound for 220 
volts, 50 periods, single-phase, 950 B.P.M., with belt pulley, 21“ dia. 
by 18" face, with protected-type stator atarter, and protected-type 
rotor switch and resistances, oil immersed, and alide rails and 
holding-down bolts,—9538, ELECTRICAL REVIEW 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


OR Sale, two 220 and one 500- KW., 410-volt, D.C. Gas Engine 
Sets. No producers.—838, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate 
Hill, London. 


OR Sale. Verity Electric Motor, 6 H.P., 110 volts, 1100 revs., 
complete with standard pulley, slide rails and D.P. ironciad 
switch; brand new, not unpacked. Will accept £90 f. o. r. for 
immediate delivery.—Apply C. Barton, Clapham, Yorkshire 541 


OR Sale, vertical, high pressure, 3-throw, geared Pump, by 
Hayward Tyler, 73" plungers, capacity about 10,000 sralions ; 
suitable for motor drive.—Williams, 37, Queen Victoria Street 
London. 1011 


(Continued on next page.) 
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FOR SALE .—Continved. 


ОВ Sale. 44-H.P. Crossley Gas Engine and 174 ampere-hour 50- 


volt Tudor Battery; all new, not unpacked.—Barnett and 
Soans, Electrical Engineers, Stoke-on-Trent. 990 


OR Sale, 10-cwt. Electric Goods Lift, Reliance make, complete 
with all gear and 6 н.р. motor, cage 6 6" x 4“ 6", offers 


wanted for immediate delivery.—Empire Stores, Ltd., Sackville 
Street. Bradford. — MET 3677 


OR Sale, 10-н.Р. Motors, 400/230 volts, 50 oyeles, 3-phase, slip- 
ring with pulley, new, £70 ; rotor starter, £10 ; 74-H.P. ditto, 


£60. Large numbers in stock; immediate delivery. —Sugdens, 
Wakering Road, Barking. 2915 


OR Sale, 30 Hart Accumulators, type NL 9, 216 ampere hours; 

complete and in perfect condition ; can be seen at Coalisland, 
Co. Tyrone. Best offer secures.—John Stewart, Electric Lighting 
Station, Boyle, Ireland. 1122 


OR Sale, 45 B. H. P., A.C. Motor, 400 volts, single-phase, 50 
periods, 720 R. P. M., with starter; also 80 B. H. P. ditto, squirrel- 
cage, 350/400 volta, 3- phase, 730 revs.— Williams & Sons, 37, ‘Queen 
Victoria Street, London. 1013 
OR Sale, 360 yards 91/12 Aerial Cable, double braided, quite 


new, 240 and 120 yards lengths on drums.—R. F. Winder, 
Belgrave Electrical Works, Leeds. 9209 


OR Sale, 670-K.v.A., 440-volt, 50-period, 330 R.P.M., 3-phase, 
engine-type Alternator, by Brace Peebles & Co.. with direct- 
coupled exciter ; no engine; £900.—The Phenix Electrical Co., 
Ltd., 32/36, Broomielaw, Glasgow. 57 1 
OR Sale, 700-Kw., 3300-volt, 50-cycle, 3-phase, engine-type 
Alternator, no engine.—697, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate 

Hill, London. 


OR Sale, 750 120-volt, 20-watt Mazda Lamps; price 18s. per 

dozen, in gross lots. Also 2,000 200-volt, 8-c.P. Pope Carbon 

Lamps; quite new; price 10s. per dozen. — 187, ELECTRICAL 
REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


OUR, size E, 8-inch, delivery pipe, Keith, Blackman Fans, com- 
plete with enclosed 64-H.P., 220- volt, 2180-R.P.M., 26-ampere 
motors, and four pillar-type Brookhirst starting panels, in sound 


condition. Price £40 each.— 1096, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate 
Hill, London. 


OUR 297-H.P. 6-pole, shunt-wound Dynamos, 460/560 volta, 
D.C., 130/160 amps., 260 R.P.M., with bare shaft for belt or 

rope pulley, or can be coupled direct to engine.— Western Engineer- 
ing Co., Swansea. 967 


ENERATING Set, 100-volt, belt-driven ; oil engine, dynamo 
and batteries; running order.—3718, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


OOD second-hand shunt-wound, D. C., Motor, by Phenix, 10-H.P. 


220 volte, 920 R.P.M., with slide base.— Western Engineering 
Co.. Swansea. 428 


each.—3710, ELEOTRIOAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


ALF-Watt Type Lamps (Dutch).—200/260 volts, 20, 30, 40, 

60 watts, 88. 6d. (sub.) each; 100 watts, 10s. (sub.) each. 
Cash with order.—36365, ELEOTRIGAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
London. 


AMPHOLDERS, Keyswitch Holders, Tumbler Switches, Teak 


Blocks at exceptionally low prices to olear.—620, ELEOTRIOAL 
REvirw, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


IGHTING Set, complete with Accumulator, Dynamo and 
4 Engine, 100 volt 12 ampere.. Only in use a few months.— 
The Lord-Howe Electrical Engineering Co., Ltd., 18, James Street, 
Liverpool. 3675 


— — — — — — — — — йн = 


j AWDESLEY Generator, 4-pole, 1050 revs., 80 volt, 100 amp., 
M pulley and regulator, £84; Spagnolitte teak switchboard, 
with 6 70/120 voltmeter, and 0/120 ammeter, with shunt, and 
150-amp. D.P. knife switch and handshield fuses, £11.—H. G. 
Haslett & Co., 68, Queen Victoria Street, E. C. 3761 


т — — — eee 


OTOR (Rhodes), new, 440 v. D.C, 1300 reva, 9 HP. 


pulley, rails and starter, £105. — Horowitz, 34, Beech 
Street, Е С, 3050 


OTOR, 10 H.P., 2-phase, 205 volts, 50 periods, complete with 
starter and pulley, nearly new, £97 10s.—The Macfarlane 
Electrical Co., 83, Camberwell Road, S.E. Tel. No.: 1560 Hop. 


3691 


OT ORS in Stock, split bsaringé; 50 oycles, 440 volts, being, 
surplus to a large contract. One 250 H.P., 488 R. P. M., slip- 

ring, price £990 ; two 100 H. P., 976 R. P. M., £315 each; one 60 Н.Р. 
968 R P. M., £230 each; three 50 H.P., 964 R. P. M., £205 each, 
squirrel cage. Newton Bros. (Derby), Ltd., Derby. 759 


EW p.c. Motors and Starters. all voltages ; competitive prices. 
Cunningham, Limited, 171, Edgware Road. 640 


Ne D.C. Motors by B. T. H. Co. Prices include rails and pulleys, 

1 H. P., 100 volts, 1300 revs., £30 ; 74 H.P., 220 volts, 1100 revs., 
£85 ; 5 H. P., 220 volta, 1250 revs., £72 ; 10 H.P., 480 volts, 1100 revs., 
£112; 124 H.P., 480 volta, 1010 revs., #125; 20 H.P., 480 volta, 900 
revs, £175.—Bernard Meggitt, Engineer, Mansfield. Tel. 224. 993 


AIR-Dryers for Sale. Six. 125-volt; three, 225-volt. 50s. 
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FOR SALE.—Oonlinued. 


EW p. C. Motors, by G. E. Co. Prices include rails and pulleys. 
1-H.P., 220-volt, 1000 revs., £28 ; 2-H P., 220-volt, 1050 revs., 

£33 ; 3-H.P., 220-volt, 1250 revs , 858; 11-R. ., 220-volt, 1350 revs., 
£31; 1-H.P., 440-volt, 1000 revs., £37 ; 2-H.P., 440-volt, 1250 revs., 
£40.—Bernard Meggitt, Engineer, Mansfield. Tel. 224. 991 


EW p.c. Motors, by Phenix Dynamo Co. Prices include rails 
and Pulleys. 11 H.P., 400/480 volte, 920 revs.. £139. 14H.P., 
400/480 volts, 1180 revs, £137. 20 B. P., 400/480 volte, 1190 revs., 
£170. 31 H. P., 400/480 volts, 1020 revs., £225.—Bernard Meggitt, 
Engineer, Mansfield. Tel. 224. 995 


EW p.c. Motors by Siemens. Prices include rails and pulleys : 

4 H.P., 220 volts, 1070 revs., £70. 5 H.P., 220 volts, 1000 

revs., £78. 4 H.P., 440 volts, 1070 revs., £70. 5 H.P., 440 volte, 
1000 revs., £78. 4 H.P., 500 volts, 1070 revs., £70. 7% H.P., 
440 volts, 880 revs., £105. 73 H.P., 500 volts, 1290 revs., £90. 10 
H. P., 500 volts, 870 revs., £125. 10 H.P., 500 volts, 1190 revs., 
£112 10s. 10 E. P., 440 volts, 1190 revs., £112 10s. 134 fl. P., 440 
volts, 1150 revs., £127. 20 H. P., 410 volts, 820 revs., £185. 30 
H. P., 140 volts, 760 revs., £250. 5 H. P., 220 volts, 1400 revs., £70. 
— Bernard Meggitt, Engineer, Mansfield. Tel. 224. 992 


EW D.c. Motors. Prices include rails and pulleys. By Veritys : 

З H. P., 250 volte, 1200 revs., £55 ; 30 H.P., 440 volta, 850 revs., 

£230. By British Westinghouse: 5 I. P., 480 volts, 1200 revs., £70 ; 
161 H. P., 440 volts, 1130 revs., £166; 20 H. P., 480 volta, 960 revs., 
£175. By Swedish Electric: 4 H.P., 440 volts, 1150 revs., £60. 
By Higgs, Bros.: 3 H. p., 400 volts, 1370 revs., £50; 10 H. P., 460 


volts, 700 revs., £128.— Bernard Meggitt, Engineer, Mansfield. 
Tel. 224. 994 


EW Motors for Sale, for immediate delivery ex stock :—One 
74-H.P. and three 10-H.P., 400/440-volt, A C., a. phase, 50-oycle ; 

six 10-H.P., one 15-H.P. and one 20-H.P., 500-volt, D.C. ; also one 
3-H.P. second-hand Motor, 200-volt, single-phase, 50-oyole. m 555 
Young & Co., 40, Sanvey Gate, Leicester. 066 


EW Motors, 35 H. P., slipring, 720 revs., 400/440 v., 3-phase, 

50 periods ; 25 H.P., squirrel cage ditto ; D.C. motors, 74 and 

2 H. P., 206/220 v.; 6 and 7 H.P., 400/410 v.—Wilkinson, 19, Hyde 
Road, Denton. Manchester. 5 1121 
EW 20 H. P., Westinghouse, 3-phase, slip-ring, motor, 220 volts, 

50 periods, 710 R. P. M. Complete with type S switch and 
starting gear. Immediate delivery.— Western Engineering Co., 
Swansea. ͤ i eue 425 


IL Switch, 200 amps., 3-pole, automatic loose-handle type, with 
pedestal for floor mounting, and fitted with two current 
transformers, 110/5 (50 cycles) two overload and one no-volt trips, 
ammeter and voltmeter; also Auto Transformer Starter, oil- 
immersed type, non-automatic, suitable for 100-H.P. squirrel-cage 
motor, 400 volts, 3-phase, 50 cycles. Both perfectly new.—1127, 
ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


NE Carbon Aro Welding Dynamo, 30 Kw., 60 volt. Immediate 
delivery.—960, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


NE Suction Producer Plant, by Hopkinson, Huddersfield, com- 
plete, and suitable for 100-H.P. gas engine.—Western Engin- 
eering Co., & Swansea. 968 


NE 3-R. P. Motor, 220 volt, A. C., 1440 R.P.M., 178 ampe., three- 
phase, 50 period ; makers, Mesars. Elliston, Evans & Jackson, 

Also one 4-H.P. Motor, 110 volts, A. C., 1440 R. P. M., 30 amps., single- 
phase, 50 periods; makers, Messrs. Crypto Electrical Co., Ltd.— 
Bloom 8, Ltd., 260, Tottenham Court Road, London, W. I. 544 


PAL Shades, in original cases, ex- stock, at low prices.— 
8 & Co., 68/9, Shoe Lane, E. C. 4. 1060 


— — 


Ons roc quantity of electric bells, British make, 33s. and 
558. dozen, Supreme 728. per dozen; No. 2 H. D. Zinos, 408. gr.; 
Holophane Shades, 3-light Fittings, end. copper wires, 22 to 


32 32 g. terminals. terminals.—H. B., 231, Peckham Rye. 3753 
RED BAD Hoa & Со, в offer under Miscellaneous if you жай. 
rell. 3088 


ECOND-Hand, one Norwich-type Booster, 5 H.P., 200/250 volta ; 

one Newton motor-generator, 240 volts; one motor, 4 H. P., 

220 volts; one motor, D.C., 2'5 H. P., 530 volts.— 3746, ELEOTRICAL 
Review, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


R Poles, 20ft. (900 for sale), bark stripped, gal - 
vanized wire running up length poles stapled on, at 78. 6d. 
each, f.o.r. south-east stations, butt 44”, top 3”. Cable casing, 
underground troughs, second-hand and new huts, timber, roofing, 
iron, &c.—Jennings, Ltd., Timber Merchants, Woodworkers, 991, 
Pennywell. Bristol. 933 


rV\ELEPHONES.—12 “ Electromatic ” 20-line оаа оа 
instruments, with lead-covered cable and junction boxes. 


New condition.—St. George's Electrical Co., 5, Copland Road, 
Govan, G Glasgow. _ 3643 


—— ̃ᷓ —ẽ— ee ee 


HREE-Phase Motor, 50-H.P., 415-volt, 50-cycle, 960 B. P. M., 


slip-ring. £200. Тһе Phenix Electrical Co., Ltd., 32/36, 
Broomielaw, Ae | 699 


UDOR Battery, 55 nine-plate cells in glass, 83" x 84 x 18" 


high; £50,—Cambridge & Paul ни шне; Co., New South- 
gate, N. 11. 3446 


(Goutinued on newt page.) 
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FOR SALE. — Continued. 


WO Motor- Generator Seta, input 400/440 D.C., output 55 volts., 

60 amps., complete with starting switch and rheostat, one 

only ; stand-by resistance 400 volts.,60amps. Can beseen working 
by appointment, shortly being replaced with larger plants. Offers 
aolicited.—Doughty & Co., 32, Queen Street, Albert Square. 
Manchester, 1049 


WO Tank Engines, Foster, Daimler, 6-cylinder, 105 H.P., suit- 
able for electric light plant, trawl or motor boat, manufactur- 
ing plant, kc. Price £70 each.—8, Malt Street, Old Kent Road, 


London, S. E. 1. Hop 3658. 3739 


í 25-KW., direct-coupled, 220-v., D.c. Steam Sets, Ashworth 
Parker-Mather & Platt, with switchboard, never used.— 
Clerk, Sewerage Board. Town Hall, Leigh. Lancs. 1100 
ARIABLE Speed Motors, by Vickers, two in stock, 10 H. P., 475 
volts, 400/1600 revs., shunt interpole, with rails and pillar 

type controllers; never been used; in cases as delivered; exoep- 
tional offer at £200 each. This is much lower price than to-day'a 
cost.— Bernard Meggitt, Engineer, Mansfield. Tel. 224. 996 


TICKERS, variable speed, 15 H. P., 480 v., 500/1500 R.P.M., with 
drum oontroller, never been used, £185.—3727, ELECTRICAL 


REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


ESTINGHOUSE, 24-H. P., 100-v., 1150 R. P. ux. Motor, practi- 
cally new.— 3728, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 


London. 
е) 1-TON Electric Lorries: Chloride batteries, Brampton and 
е) 5 Coventry chains, G.E.C. Motors, total capacity with chassis 
and body 9 ton, consumption per mile 1'5 units, 12 M.P.H., in good 
order, inspection invited, no reasonable offer refused, six only.— 
Industrial Electrical Engineering Co., 10, Southwark Bridge 
Road. 8.Е 1. 3744 


6 Et 400-volt, three-phase Motor, all complete; also several 
2-H. P. 230-volt D.c. Motors; a quantity of black Adhesive 
Tape at 2s, per lb.—Harry Moss, A. M. I. E. E., 82, Leeds Road, 


Bradford. 949 
5 YARDS of 660-volt, 7/18 S.W.G. twin, paper, lead, single 

wire armoured and served cable ; new, on drum ; £16, on 
rail.—Ofee, 12. Old Town, Whitehaven. 901 
10 О Motor, 525 volts, 650 гетв., complete pulley, starter 


and rails; splendid condition, immediate delivery.— 
Sugdens, Wakering Road, Barking. 


11 


-VOLT, р.с., portable Wolf Drill, 300 watts, £15, cost 
quency Generator, £20.— 


£26. 1°3-H.P. Motor, with starter, £25, new. High fre- 


3598 

OO w compound-wound. Belliss & Morcom-Dick, Kerr 

2 steam - driven Generating Set, 450/550 volte, D.c. Can 

be seen running. Delivery about September. — Western Engineering 

Co., Swansea. 758 

OFE '6 sq, in., paper-insulated and lead-covered low- 

2 5 tension Cable.—Southern Electric Co., Ltd., 10, Bush 
Lane, Cannon Street, E.C. 4. 


1062 

-KW. Steam Generating Set, 220 volts, D.C. ; built in 1915 

2 5 by James Howden and the Lancashire Dynamo Co. 
Also spare armature.—Apply to Edmundsons' Electricity Corpora- 
tion, Ltd.. 11, Tothill Street, Westminster. 38237 
e H. P., 500-volt, 500 R. P. M., compound wound, 3-bearing 
35 Motor, by The Electrical Construction Co., Ltd., with 
control gear. 4 900.—The Phoenix Electrical Co., Ltd., 32/36, 
Broomielaw, Glasgow. 700 


1, Norgrove Street, Balham. 


— —ͤ Z.. 


nt wound, 25 H.P. 500 revs., 


— — 
— — 


[460 volt. D.C. Motors, shu 
21 5 H.P. 650 revs., three 15 H. P. 870, 650, and 500 revs., 


124 H. P. 1000 revs., 10 H. P. 960 revs., 3 H.P. and 2 H. p. 1350 revs. 
Also 220 volt. D.C. shunt wound motors, 20 H Р, 600 revs., 12 Н.Р. 
680 revs., 5 H.P. 350 revs., 2 H. T. and 1 H.P. 1500 revs. All in 


first-class running order. — Robinson & Hands, Ltd., Barwick Street, 
1042 


Birmingham. 


ө Drawn Wire Lamps, brand new. Voltages, 100, 115, 
650 200, 220, 250; wattages, 20 to 60. 500 and under, 
ls. 44d. each; over 500, 1s. 4d. each; over 1000, Is. 33d. each; 


taking the lot, Is. 3d, each; all nett prices.—36 49, ELEKOrRIOAI. 
REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


BUSINESSES FOR SALE AND WANTED. 


BUSINESS FOR DISPOSAL. 


POWER SUPPLY CO. in the North of Ireland (near 
Belfast) desires to dispose of the contracting side of its 
business. : : А 
It is situated in а rapidly-growing town, апа is well estab- 
lished, the reason for disposal being inability to give it the 
amount of attention required. 
There is no competition in the town, and every assistance 
will be given to an energetic man, to whom it offers a real 


opportunity. 
Particulars as to turnover, value of stock, &., can be ob- 


tained from 
THE C. B. BRANDON & CO. 


Chartered Accountants, 
1115 


Belfast. 


BUSINESSES FOR SALE, &c.— Conti, 


Advertisements are inserted under this heading at 1s. 04, per ling 


TU IBI Contraotor's business for sale, in prog; 
East Coast town; showroom, workshop, going concen, ey; 
л 


connection ; fullest investigation invited. — 3743, 
REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


ARTICLES WANTED. 


D.C. GENERATING PLANT. 


[ree pe immediately :— 
D.C. Generator about 175 xw., 220-240 volts dre: 


coupled to high speed engine of first-class make. 
Switchboard for above with instruments complete. 
Two water-tube boilers (preferably Babcock), 180 lb. per 
sq. in., 5,000 lb. of steam per hour each, also steam pipes i: 
above. 
Give price of each item separately with age, maker's name 


and full details. | | 
Lyte X Browne, Consulting Engineers, Winchester Hou. | 


E. C. 2 I 
BOROUGH OF BACUP. 
Blectricity Department. 
STEEL POLES. 
Wu a large quantity of steal poles, 80 fi. long, ls 
| street lighting purpewes. tions may be o 
jammed | 
J. F. MUBDOCH, 
Blectrical Engines. 
50, Market Street, 
Bacup. — 
SCRAP METAL. 


M etals, Iron and Steel, Etc. 


ACTORIES and Obsolete Plant of any deseriptien bough! 
F for digmantln 


E- 
Best prices given. Terms, Spot Oash. 
All inquiries receive prompt attention. 
C. H. WzssTuR, II, High Street, Stratford, E. 15. 
Phone, Broadway 2463. Telegram, Scrapesque, каша 


WANTED, NEW OR SECOND-HAND. 


One 150/300-Kw., 440 volt, 3-phase, 50 periods, Alternator. 
direct coupled to Н.б. Engine, steam 100/120 Ib. pressure. 

Number 5/50-в.н.р., Totally Enclosed Motors, 440 volt, + 
phase, 50 periods, or 500/550 v. D. C. 

One Motor Generator Set, 25/50-Kw., 550 volt, p.c. to 2! 
volt, D.c. 

One Converter, 200/00-K W., 500/550 volt, p.c. to 440 volt 


8-рһаѕе. 50 periods. | 
Two Two or Three-throw Pumps, 80/160 G. r. u., head Э. 


350 ft. 
3724, ELECTRICAL Review, 4, Ludgate Hill, London, Е.С. 4. 
е л S PETIT 


WANTED AT ONCE. 


One 30-H. P. Motor and Starting Gear, suitable for two 
phase, 60 cycles. 200 volts supply. : | 

One 20-KW. shunt wound Dynamo, 85 to 125 volts, with 
control panel for battery charging. 

1105, ELECTRICAL Review, 4, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4. 
— M 


WANTED FOR INDIA. 


ECOND-HAND Diesel Sets, 320 to 350-B.H.P., coupled to 
200k Ww. Alternators, 400/500 volts, 3-phase, 50 volts 


Must be in first-class во | 
Send full particulars regarding age, make, price, de. 9 
1119, Evecrrican Review, 4, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4 


ALTERNATORS WANTED FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 


WO 195/250-kw., 50 cycle, 3-phase, any voltage up 9 
550. For belt driving. 
Also several 80/9250-н.р., 400/440 volt, 50 cycle, 3-phaee, slip- 
ring motors. With starting gear. 
862, Evecurica, Review, 4, Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.. 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY. 


Wa immediately to hire 3-phase Transformer, bot 
less than 200 K. v. A., 50 period, 3,300/500 volts. 
0 


Full particulars and terms to LANCASHIRE Dynamo & MS $ 
Co., Lro., Trafford Park, Manchester. Ш 


(Continued on next page.) 
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ARTICLES WANTED.— Continued. 


Cheap d Advertisements are inserted ander this 
prepai od per werd cee ead heading at the rate of 
TRADE RATE 1s. 9d. PER LINE. 


Box Number and EiLsOrRICAL Review address count as seven words, 


A LEAROYD & SON, Bridge Works, Clapton, N.E.— Telephone : 
. Dalston 2278; Telegrams : Frangible, Lowolap, London,” 
buys for prompt cash every description of second-hand Generating 
Seta, Accumulators, Motors, Transformers, old Aro Lampe, Meters, 
Cable Scrap Metals, Metallic Drosses, &c., ko. Inquiries solicited, 
Eatablished over 50 years. 2601 


O. and P. o. Motors (second-hand), any type, any condition, 


wanted for prompt cash.—A. Learoyd & Son, Bridge Wor 
Heatherley Street, Clapton. N.E. 2 


LTERNATOR, 500 Kw., 3-phase, 440 volta, 50 cycles, direct 
coupled, suitable 100 Ib. steam.— Hal wains, Ltd., Bolton Street, 
1074 

C. Motor, 200 H. P., 460 volts, 500 R P.M., wanted immediately. 


State make, price and where to be seen.— 1087, ELEOTRICAL 
REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


IGHTING Set required about 2 Kw., not below 50 volts. 
Petterlite preferred, complete with battery, must be in new 
condition.—3640, ELROTRIOAL REVIEW. 4, Ludgate Hill. London. 


OTOR wanted, { Н.Р. or 1 H.P., 400 v., D.C. ; also wanted, 
Manufacturer of Kerosene Engines, direct-coupled seta, 


60/70 volta, 60 amps. Quantity required for export.—Write M., 
188, Rye Lane, S.E. 15. 3752 


OTOR, 2 H.P., 420 volts, 50 periods, three-phase, 720 R.P M.— 


Address offers to Buyer, Willys Overland Crossley, Ltd., 
Heaton Chapel, Stockport. 931 


(09 Electrio Lamps wanted. Drawn tungsten wire-type only. 
No fancy shapes. Glass intact. Best prices given.— 
Harrison Trading Co., 847. Harrow Road, Willesden, N. W. 10. 8449 


NE p.c. Shunt or Compound Wound, new or second-hand 
Dynawo, 220 volts., from 38 to 76 K.w. State make, speed, 

age and shaft centres. Also one 10 H P. 220 volt, Series Wound 
Motor.—Robinson & Hands, Ltd., Barwick Street, Birmingham. 


1041 
NE 10/20-H.p., 100-volt, 1-phase, 50-period Motor.—Winder. 
.7 Belgrave Electrical Works, Leeds. 1088 


NE 12/15-H. ., 500-volt D. C., Shunt or Compound-wound Motor, 
1050/1150 R.r.M. Submit sketch showing height from base 

to centre of shaft and plan of base showing distance out to end of 
shaft.— Western Engineering Co.. Swansea. 810 


NE 50-H.P. 3-phase, 400-volt, 50 period slip ring Motor and 
Starter. also slide rails and pulley.— State condition, make 
and price to А. G. Bullen & Co., Blackfriar Street, Carlisle. — 3611 


LATINUM Scrap wanted for spot cash. We purchase Platinum 
and give the highest market price. Call and be convinced 
before selling elsewhere. Parcels by post, prompt cash per return. 
The original üirm.—The Depót, 156, Charing Cross Road, London, 
W. "Established 1850. 3696 


EQUIRED at once, second-hand or new, 25/35 H. P., D O., shunt 
Motor. 440/460 volts, not exceeding 500 R.P.M.—-A. E. Dent, 
A. M. I. E. E.. Russell Street Nelson. 1064 


EQUIRED immediately, second-hand Bliss Press No. 3}. 
Double-action or similar capacity by other makers. Must 

bs in unquestionably good condition.—Letters to Sterling Tele- 
phone and Electric Co., Ltd. Dagenham. Essex. 3652 


Bury. 


— — — 


WO direct- current, compound- wound, open-type, 220-volt 


Machines, for use as 400-B. H.P. motors, at 500 R. P. u. (300-K w. 
dy namos would convert). — T. Hood & Co., Ltd., 7, St. Stephen's 
Avenue. Bristol, _  _ _ — 


АКТЕР, a 20-H.P. also a 10-H P. Motor, 210 volts, 90 cycles, 


single-phase, with pulley, slide rail and starter.— Write: 


120. Pratt Street, NW. 1. 
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ANTED, an Electric Crane, new or second-hand, to lift 7 
tons: power, 220 volta, D.C.; span 43’ 3", State price and 

how soon you could deliver.—Address R. S., c/o Birchall's Adver- 
tising Offices, Liverpool. 3674 


ANT Eb, at once, all sizes of new D.C.C. Copper wires, from 

11/19 S. W. G. inclusive. Also 24/42 S. W. G. all coverings, 

Small quantities or complete large stocks purchased for prompt 
cash.— Western Engineering Co., Swansea. 7818 


ANTED, direct-current Dynamo giving approximately 600 
amperes 80 volts, preferably compound wound for 

direct coupling to existing 80-H.P., 970 R.P.M. motor, for use as 
welding generator: Apply Thwaitea Brothers. Ltd.. Rrad ford 1029 


АКТЕР, either new or good second-hand, 220-volt, D.C., Motor 

15 H. P., either series or compound wound, 500/1000 R. P. u., 

with or without revers' ng controller and constant rat ed resistance. 
Western Engineering Co., Swansea. 9360 


ANTED, Electrical Sets, all sizes, boilers, accumulators 
dynamos, motors, &c.; also scrap cable and metals. 
Complete plants purchased.— Williams & Sons, 37, Queen Victoria 
Street, London, Е.С. 4. Telephones : 3938 City and 834 Hop. 8574 


ANTED, Ellisons enclosed pedestal oil Circuit-breaker with 
no-volt and overload releases. Triple pole for 200 amps., 
140 volts. 50 cycles.—Write, stating full particulars, Box, 1231, 


1054 


ARTICLES WANTED.—Con /ixued. 


ANTED, Gas Engine, in good condition, not under 30 Н.Р. 
Also Dynamo, 220-volts., compound wound, not less than 
25 KW.—Apply to Edwards & Co., 36, Orleans Road, Twickenham. 


36R9 


W immediately 3000 yds. of 39/14 single Cable or ita 

equivalent in a 1000 yd. length of 3-core Cable, also 3000 
yds. of 61/14 or its equivalent in a 1000 yds. length of 3 core 
Cable. 240 large inaulators, 40 poles 15 x 6“ dia. approximately. 
—J. Е. Wake. Geneva Works. Darlington. 1046 


ANTED in London district, three Lancashire Boilers for a 
working preesure of not less than 80 lbs.; dimensions 

30 ft. by about 7 ft. 6 in. Must not be more than 5 years old. 
Offers should state: maker's name, year of manufacture and 
where boilera can be seen.— Write Box 878, Potter's Advertising 
Agency. Imperial House. Kingaway. W.C.2. 940 


ANTED, Motor Generator, 230/240 volta, D.c., to 75 volta, 40 
amps.— John Stewart, Electric Lighting Station, Boyle. 3625 


АКТЕР, new or second-hand, 550-K w., Oil-driven Generating 

Set, either direct-coupled or belt-driven, A.O., 2200 volta, 
3-phase, 50 periods. State full particulars, age, where seen, and 
lowest price.— 3642, @тлестътлАТ REVIEW. 4. Ludgate Hill. London. 


ANTED, Plating Dynamo in good running order. Output 


not leas than 10 volts 500 amperes.—Capper Pass & Son, 
Ltd., Bedminster Smelting Works, Bristol. 1086 


ANTED, second-hand Electric Motor to give approximately 
150 B.H.P. and suitable for 500-volt, 3-phase, 50-cycle 


cirouit.— Particulars and price to R. Silcock & Sons, 56, Great 
Howard Street. Liverpool. 921 


ANTED, steam Generating Set, 60/100 Kw., 220 volts, D. C., 
150 lbs. steam pressure.—F ull particulars to H. K. Benson, 
Consulting Engineer. 63. Wind Street. Swansea. 3682 


АКТЕР, Turbo-Generator (mixed or low pressure), 550 volts 

D.C. any power 250 to 700 Kw., complete with condenser. 

Please quote make of turbine, generator and condenser, date of 
manufacture, condition, send print and full perticulars, —Ed wards 
and Shaw, Consulting Engineers, 105, Colmore Row, Birmingham. 


1020 
АКТЕР, very large quantities Porcelain Cleats 1;" long 


with double grooves j'".— Prices with samples to Frank 
Kent. Carlton House, Regent Street, S W. 1. 1039 


ANT Eb, 3-H. P. Motor, 220 volts, 1000 R. P. M. - Napier and 
Wheeldon, Walliker Street. Hull. 3699 


ANTED, 5-H. P., 230/240 volta, D.C. shunt Motor, with starter. 
John Stewart, Electric Lighting Station, Boyle. 3624 


АКТЕР, 80-H.P. Rotary Converter, А.С. 500 volts, 3-phase, 
50 periods, to D.C. 220 volts, compound wound if possible. 
—1036, ELROTRIOAL REVIEW. 4, Ludgate Hill. London 


ANTED, 100-v.. D.C. Generator.. 45/50-kilowatt ; 55 yards 


37/12, or equivalent, V. I. R. or V. B. Cable.—Barnett and 
Soans, Kettering. 3683 


ANTED, 250-Kw. Steam driven Generating Set, consisting of 
Vertical Inverted, Enclosed High-speed Compound Steam 
Engine, direct coupled to three-phase Alternator, 550 volta, 
50 cycles.—Weatern Engineering Company, Swansea. 7861 


ANTED, 750/800-kw. Steam Generating Set, coupled to a p.c 
Generator of about 800-Kw. at 240/250 volts., steam pressure 

125 lbs. To be auitable for working to Condenser or as a back 
pressure engine with 20 to 25 lbs. back pressure.—Thames Paper 
Uo . Ltd.. Thames Mills.“ Purfleet. Essex. 1051 


D Rotor Starter, complete, A.E.G., single-phase, 200 v., 
е 50 periods, A.c.—Reeves, printer, Caledonian Road, London. 
3755 


l [30 k. v. A. Rotary Converter, А.С. side 350 volta, 40/50 fre- 
quency ; D.C. side, 500 volts.—829, ELROTRIOAL REVIEW, 
4. Ludgate Hill, London. 


10^ K.V.A. single-phase Alternator, 350/400 volts, 50 fre- 
quency, complete with exciter.—828, ELECTRIOAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill, London. 


—— — a а — 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Advertisements are inserted under this heading at 1s. 9d. per line. 


AS you wanting commutators? We make all sizes up to 6“ 

brush aurface. Quick delivery. Commutators for automobile 
lighting and starting seta a speciality.— Watliff Co., 38, Webb's 
Road. Battersea, S.W. 11. 3644, 


AYLESS and Potter, Gladstone Mews, Wood Green, N. 22, 

require additional machine and fitting work for all kinds of 
electrical apparatus. Repetition or repairs, Enquiries solicited. 

934 

LECTRICIANS wanted to send 1s. for 12 different diagrams 


of connections of motors. A.C. and D.C., with starters and 
controllers.— Cooper, Teeswold. Redcar. 3531 


IRST-CLASS Firm specialising in Insulating Materials, with 
spare factory accommodation, desires to get into touch with 
manufacturers of a really good compound for moulding into 
articles to customers’ speciflcations.—1053, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 
4, Ludgate Hill. London. 


(Continued on пегі page.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS.—Continuea. 


Кн who are manufacturing high-class Electrical Accessories, 
and at present doing a large and increasing trade with all 

the leading houses, require additional working capital to develop 

and execute present orders, or would consider amalgamation with 

oe firm.—1106, ELEOTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
ndan: | 


pss work wanted, electrical repetition parte, press tool mak- 

ing, scientific and electrical instrument repairs. first-class 

ee — 3478, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, 
ndon. 


EAD This. —If you want to push the sale of anything 
Electrical, Mechanical or Motor Specialities. We are pre- 
pared to exhibit (in motion if necessary) anything new, novel 
or useful, in our spacious window and showrooms, in the heart 
of the West End, free of charge; strictly commission basis.— 
Hoad & Co., Electrical and Mechanical Engineers and Ignition 
Specialists, 36, St. Martin's Court, Charing Cross Road. Phone: 
Gerrard 4110. 3687 
үү 2х0, purchase Price Lists and particulars from manu- 
factarers interested in the reconstruction of old metal 
filament lamps.—3534, BrgOTRICAL Review, Ludgate Hill, London. 


WII manufacturers able to supply very small Motor Genera- 
tors and Rotary Converters, please communicate with Box 


3714, ELECTRICAL REVIEW, 4, Ludgate Hill, London. 
PERSONAL. 


M B. B. MILLETT has been recently appointed by The Electric 

Construction Co., Ltd., Wolverhampton, as their sole 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Agent. Offices: 80, Croas Street, Man- 
chester. Tel. No.: 7772 City. 1067 


NOTICES RELATING TO PATENTS. 
Latest time for receiving, B p.m. Wednesday. 


John E. Raworth & Moss, 


5, Victoria Btreet, 
, WESTMINSTER. S.W.1. Chartered Patent Agents, 


under Miscellaneous, if you want sales 
3689 


Re Hoad & Co.'s offer, 
pushed. 


OFFICIAL NOTICES. | 
Latest time for reosiving, B p.m. Wednesday, 


COUNTY BOROUGH OF DARLINGTON. | 


Turbo-Alternator and Condensing Plant. 


HE DARLINGTON CORPORATION is prepared to re- 
ceive Tenders for the supply and erection of :— 
(1) 5,000-kw. Turbo-alternator. 
(2) Surface Condensing Plant. | 
Copies of the Specifications and Conditions may be obtained 
on application to the Borough Electrical Engineer, Electricity 
Works, Haughton Road, Darlington. | 
Sealed Tenders, endorsed * Tenders for Electrical Plant," 
to be delivered to thé undersigned not later than Јоу 16th, 


ыа) Н. б. STEAVENSON, 
Town Clerk. 
Town Clerk's Office, 
Darlington. 
1117 


June 2nd, 1920. | 
CITY AND COUNTY OF KINGSTON-UPON-HULL. 


Electricity Department. 


CONTRACT 85.—One 3-Motor Electrically Operated Overhead 
* Travelling Crane. 


HE ELECTRICITY COMMITTEE of the Hull Corpora- 
tion are prepared to receive Tenders for the supply, 
erection, and setting to work of the Plant comprised in the 
above Contract. | 
Forms of Tender and Specification шау be obtained Ьу 
depositing the sum of Two Guineas with the City Treasurer, 
T. G. Milner, Esq., Guildhall, Hull, for each copy required, 
such deposit being returnable on receipt of a bona-fide tender. 
Tenders, endorsed Crane, are to be addressed and de- 
livered under seal to the Chairman of the Electricity. Com- 
mittee, Guildhall, Hull, by not later than noon on MONDAY, 


Јсіу 12th, 1920. | 
The Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 


or any Tender. | | 
Any further information can be obtained from the under- 


Any 
ren H. RELL. 


City Electrical Engineer. 


Electricity Works, 
Sculcoates Lane. Hull. 


June 2nd, 1920. 1090 


[June $4, i - 


REVIEW SUPPLEMENT. 
OFFICIAL NOTICES.—/ Continued.) 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 


Postmaster-Generat's Department. 


Т BNDERS аге invited up to Асаовт 2nd and 5th, 19) & 

spectively for the supply and delivery to the Postage 
Generals Department, State of New South Wale, of li 
Aluminium Sheet, Brass Rod, &c., as per Schedule 75) uy 
(b) Platinum Wire, Gold and Silver Wire, &c., as per Schein, 
768. 


Tender Forms, &c., can be obtained at the High (mni 

sioner’s Office, Room 406, Australia House, Strand, (2 
GEO. H. WISE, 

Postmaster Gener 

ül 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALI, 


Postmaster-General's Department. 


T END ERS are invited up to AuGUsT 3rd, 19%, for th 

supply, delivery, and erection at the Telegraph Ofe, 
Perth, Western Australia, of 326 Accumulators, in accordans 
with Schedule W.A.668. 

Tender Forms, &., may be obtained at the Office of th 
High Commissioner for Australia, Room 406, Australia Hous, 
Strand, W. O. 2. 

GEO. H. WISB, 
Postmaster Genera. 


EDUCATIONAL NOTICES. 


Latest time for receiving, 5 p.m. Wednesday. 


CORRESPONDENCE TUITION for 
A. M. I. E. E., A. M. I. OC. E., A. M. I. M. E. 
City and Guilds Exams., Matrioulation, B. 80. (Eng.), etc. 
is provided under the unique " U.E.C." System 
with Suocess Guaranteed. 
Our Eleven Years’ Records represent Hundreds of Succenu. 
INDIVIDUALISED COACHING. — PERSONAL ENQUIRY [КҮ 


Approved by Ministry of Labour. 
[ше Department, 
ndon. 
Effective Postal Training in MATHEMATIOS and the many 
branches of 

ELECTRICAL, MECHANICAL & CIVIL ENGINEERING, 
dnd for the above-mentioned Professional Eaaminations—ancy 
others—has for many years been provided by University Enginseriyy 
College (Regent's Park, London, М.Т. 1). ; 


The new U. E. G.“ PROSPECTUS No. 8, together with 
expert advice and professional guidance will be sent FREE to есі 
bora fide enquirer who will write explaining his needs (or stating 
the subjects which interest him) to :— 
SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT (Desk A), 
UNIVERSITY ENGINEERING COLLEGE, 


Westgate-on-Sea, Kent. 


Moderate Fees. Elastic Payments, Guaranteed Proficiency. 
GET PROS. No. 8 and SECURE PROFESSIONAL ADVANCEMENT MW! 
— — — D 


3593 


— 


F. WIGGINS & SONS. 


MICA 


102, 103 & 104, Minories, L 


Telephone: Avenue 2248 


FOR INSULATION 


Largest Stock in the World 


HOOPER'S 


Telegraph & na- Rubber Works, Ld: 


5, DRAPERS' GONS., LONDON, EC.2.| MILLWALL DOCKS, 
( Established 1860.) LONDON, E.14. 


PURE TAPE 
AND STRIP, 
&C., &c., 


Telegrams: LINEAR, London. 


. c 
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HIGH-GRADE- 


ScREWs 


TURNED FROM SOLID ROD 


D. GILSON &. CO. 


LIMITED 


WALTHAMSTOW, E. 17 


iL SO 
Gis N 


FOSTER _ 


TRANSFORMERS “328-99, 


cram maim "S 
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? "er у 
| | 


BRANCH OFFICES 


BigMiNOHAM 


м. 


NEWCASTLE 


Grasoow jn 
5. *€ d — 1 234 T 


Livgkproor 


UR factory has been extended. and 
our Works Staff increased. and in 
view of these facilities we Жап supply 
you with any transformers, up to 500 
K.W.. which you require, in the shortest 
time. Besides the types illustrated we 
manufacture special apparatus, such as 
portable Cable Testing Transformers 
in safety Cases. Whatever vour 
requirements ask us to quote. 


MANCHESTER 
SHEFFIELD 
Canpirr 
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Write for our Transformer Last. 
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H. VICKERS, 


R. D. "ARCHIBALD, 
B. 80., A. M. I. C. E. 
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B. WELBOURN, 
M.LE.E 
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THE BEST BRAINS 
in the Electrical World 149^ 


ARE AT YOUR SERVICE| : 


Modern 


CONTRIBUTORS. 
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J. J. ^H. ‘JOHNSTON, 


M. A., а 
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‚ JACK, 
M.I.Mech.E. 


Electrical Engineering, 


Edited by Prof. MAGNUS MACLEAN, M. A., D. Sc. 


These names give the best guarantee of the real PRACTICAL value of this work to all 
those 5 in or connected with Electrical Engineering who wish to make progress 


in their 


Each of 5 writes on the subject on which he is a recognised authority. The 


articles are written in plain lan 


. ln a word, this is the best of all electrical text-books ; it is 


guage 
a PRACTICAL book written by PRACTICAL men for PRACTICAL men. | 


THIS IS AN 
ENTIRELY . NEW. 
WORK. ___. 


—— итар) 


IT 18 FULLY “a 
TO-DATE. 

IT IS A NECES- 
SARY PART OF 
THE EQUIPMENT 


OF ALL INTER- 
ESTED IN ELEC- 
TRICITY, 


WHETHER IN ITS 
PRODUCTION OR 
IN ITS PRACTICAL 
APPLICATION. 

IT IS PROFUSELY 
ILLUSTRATED 
WITH DIAGRAM- 
MATIC DRAWINGS 
AND REPRO- 
DUCTIONS OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS. 


BOOKLET 
FREE. 


The entire work can 
be supplied on the 
Gresham: System ої 
Easy Payments, full 
particulars of which, 
together with a FREE 
BOOKLET, will be sent 
on receipt of the 
attached coupon with 
name and address 
filled in. 


The following selection from the LIST OF CONTENTS will give some idea as to the 


scope of the work :— 
Electric Current and its Effects. 


Resistance and its Measurement. 


Magnetic Measurements. 
Polyphase Circuits. 


Examples of Modern Generators. 


Synchronising and Parallel Running. 


Turbo-Alternators. 


Speed-control of Direct-current Motors. 


Rotary Converters. 
Static Transformers. 
Use of Storage Batteries. 


Propulsion and Lighting of Vehicles. 


Switches and Switchgear. 


Examples of Low- and High-tension 


Switchboards. 


Earthing and Bonding of Metal-Sheathed 


Cables. 
The Location of Faults. 
Electric Traction on Railways. 


Electrical Appliances in use on Railways. 
Operation of Points and Signale by Power. 


Electric Vehicles. 
Steam Boilers. 


Steam Engines and other Prime Movers. 


Condensing and Auxiliary Plant. 


Electrochemistry. - | = | 

Electrometallurgy. 

Telegraphy. 

Quadruplex System. 

Radio-Telegraphy. 

Telephony. 

Automatic Systems. | 

Electricity in Mining. 

Electric Cranes. 

High-pressure Transmission of Electrical 
Energy. 

Generating and Transmission Pressures. 

Victoria Falls & Transvaal Power Company. 

Automatic Protective Systems. 

Pressure Regulation. 

The Thury Transmission System of Con- 
tinuous Current. 

еспе Lighting and Wiring. 

System of Erecting and Protecting Cables. 

Photometry of Arc Lamps. 

Arc Lamps with Wasting Electrodes. 


Comparative Lamp Characteristics, and 
ife Tests. 


Dynamics of Electric Traction. 
General Layout of a Tramway System. 
Rolling Stock of Equipments. 
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post-card. No other communication is necessary. 


To the 
GRESHAM PUBLISHING CO., Ltd. 
66, CHANDOS STREET, 
STRAND, 
LONDON, W.C. 2. 
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4, | | Telephone : Museum 833. 
N R Telegrams: ‘‘Commelac, 
кү Eusroad, London.” 

: ш m ü LTD., 


7 COMMERCIAL ELECTRICAL ACCESSORIES 


S 


х 9, Diana Place, Euston Road, 
| London, N.W. 1. 


| SPECIAL OFFER! 


* 
— 


Ув" GLosE JOINT CONDUIT | 


Large Quantity in Stock 
for Immediate Delivery. 


^ GOOD STOCK OF LIGHTING ACCESSORIES 


Send Us Your Enquiries. 


N THE ELECTRICAL REVIEW SUPPLEMENT. - | 


| Switch at a Competitive Price. 


The 5-amp. switch shown is an ex- 
ceedingly fine one; equal in every 
respect to the best on the market, 
but lower in price. All parts are of 
substantial construction and de- | 
signed with the object of giving last- 
ing service. Itisa switch: which will 
commend itself to all interested 
in high- grade installations. 
We can quote keen prices, especially for 


quantities, and will be glad to send a 
sample for inspection. Ask us to do so. 


‘Z’ ELECTRIC LAMP MFG. Co., Ltd., 


General Supplies Department, 


" SOUTHFIELDS, e LONDON, S.W. 1 8. 
I. H. 
ООН ИТ 


EXHAUST 
FANS 


ALL TYPES 


FOR 


ALL CONDITIONS 


OF 


SERVICE. 


— . — ee 
Write for Particulars and Prices. 


S. б. LEACH & CO., LTD., 


Electrical Engineers and Manufacturers, 


26—30, Artillery Lane, LONDON, E. C. 2. 


[June 25, 1990. 
pa 


3 3 
| 


EBONITE | 
TONS А 


of SHEET, ROD and TUBING in London Stock, in various Qualities 
and numerous Sizes. EBONITE-VULCANITE owing w iw 
special nature, can only be made successfully after many years of 
experience, 

We have been manufacturing this material for nearly 70 years. 


j Manufacturers of EVERYTHING that can be made in EBONITE. | 


AMERICAN HARD RUBBER CO. 


(BRITAIN), LIMITED, 


“Eboniseth, London.“ 
Central 12754. = 


13a, FORE STREET, | 
LONDON, Е.С. 2. 
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WATER BOILERS. 


( 
Constructed of heavy gauge sheet copper, highly | 


P,P Do J font Ia POP OIA DID PPP» 
— an. nh bh nd ah —— ed „Зыр a . ЧЕР nh —— А" 


— 


0 

00 nickel-plated, and provided with lips, as illustrated. p 
0 List No. Capacity. Loading. p» 
ү 506 1-pint 360 watts 

| a M — | 

“pin ма 

» 509 4-pint 710 watts 

S IMMEDIATE DELIVERY FROM STOCK. ) 
90 Guaranteed for Write to-day for y 
М 12 months. List No. 1920. 0 
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ELECTRIC CANDLE 
LAMPS. 


— — — — — — ——— — 


All Standard Voltages 
FROM STOCK. 


SEND US YOUR ENQUIRIES FOR SPECIAL LAMPS. 


BRITISH ELECTRIC LAMPS, Ld. 


173, Hartfield Road, 
WIMBLEDON, S.W. 19. 


Phone : 861 Wimbledon. "Grams :* ETORGANCO, "PHONE, LONDOR . 
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House Service Meters. House Service Fuse Boxes. House Service Demand indioator. 


The output of Reason Meters is now FIVE TIMES the Pre-War 
Output, and is growing every month. This has certainly not been 
due to our enterprise, and we can only attribute it to the merits of 
the Meter. Some of these Merits аге :— | | 
(1.) Permanent accuracy over its whole range at all loads. 


(2) Only one size of meter necessary for nearly all instal- 
lations, and consequently only a small stock required. 


(3.) Costs practically nothing to maintain, and is unaffected 
by short circuits and reversed current. 


Delivery from Stock of most sizes. 


THE ONLY METER GUARANTEED FOR FIVE YEARS. |. 


THE REASON MEG. CO., LTD. | BRIGHTON. 


Telegrams: Reason, Brighton. Telephone: P.O. 336. 


а < 
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The hundreds of large factories: which have in the last few 

years been equipped with Mazda Half-Watt type lamps, 

and B.T.H. reflectors and fittings bear indisputable 

testimony to the beneficial influence of good lighting. 

Every process and department responds to this influence. 
| Output is increased because the 
workers are able to see more 
clearly and to work with greater 
speed. Spoilage is diminished— 
rsk of accidents is lessened— 
supervision is easier and pro— 
duction costs are reduced. 

Lighting Advice Free. 
The British Thomson-Houston Co Ltd 


Mazda House, 77, Upper Thames Street, London, E.C.4 
Works: Rugby - А Branches іп all large towns 
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= S а li ^ = 
= Our Specialities. Е 
= Drawing Office Printing Machines. = | 
= Cooper Hewitt Lamps for Works Lighting. = | 
= Ultra-Violet Equipment for Medical Work. = 
= Rectifiers for Battery Charging, Operating = | 
= Cinema Arcs, &c. = | 
= Lighting Equipment for Cinemas and Portrait = | 
= Rectifer Panel. Studios. | = 
| =| | 
= | x zd =| | 
= 80, York Road, King’s Cross, N. /. = 
| TELEGRAMS -  -  *HEWITTIC, KINCROSS, LONDON." = 
= TELEPHONE - - . -  - NORTH 624 6 625. = 
TITEL es 


` 
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'For every Switchboard need the highly specialised 
engineering shops of J. T. LowkE & SONS are at 


your service. Switchgear of standard patterns can 

be supplied from stock, or any patterns at short 
notice and competitive prices. 

Illustration shows one of our standard pattern 

switchboards. Panels are of slate or our Special 

Composition. Instruments are of sound design 

and guarantéed accurate. All materials and work- 
manship are of highest grade. 


ш LET US HAVE YOUR ENQUIRIES 


for Switchboards, singly or in quantities. 
We also make Complete Electric Lighting Plant and 
Electric Pumping Plant, and undertake installations 
or supply any items of equipment. 
Write for Estimate or Suggestions. 


J. T. LOWKE & SONS, Central Works, NORTHAMPTON. 


. 


EXPERIMENTAL 
SWITCHBOARDS 


TO ANY SPECIFICATION. 


NI 
T HISENTHAL & CO., LTD. 
Ж Contractors to the Admiralty, War Office, india 


Office, Colonial Office, Postmaster - General, &c. 


Denzil Works, Willesden, London, N.W. 10. 
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CALLENDER 


САВЕ Ri 
SIMPLEX TALKS No. 7. 


TO THE ENGINEER WHO TAKES A 
PRIDE IN HIS WORK. 


ABOUR costs are high, and may go 
higher. So much the greater impor- 
tance, that when labour is used it 

shall be used to the greatest advantage. 


In all electrical installations, it is vital 
that the conductors shall be absolutely 
reliable. Testing for faults is a tedious 
process, costly in labour, and often 
unsatisfactory in results. That is why 
SIMPLEX CONDUITS were invented, 
so that there should be no faults. That 
is also why we recommend and sell 
CALLENDER CABLES. 


The use of the finest procurable cables 
and cable protectors may mean a slightly 
higher material cost; but always means a 

lower labour cost; the former known and 
to be allowed for, the latter unknown and 
incalculable. 

Why run risks ? Use CALLENDER 
CABLES in conjunction with SIM- 
PLEX CONDUITS, FITTINGS and 
ACCESSORIES, and make certain of 
a perfect job at lowest Jabour cost, pro- 
bably at lower total cost than with any 
other material. 


The resultant job is one to be proud of. 


STOCKS AT ALL SIMPLEX BRANCHES. 


E HEAD OFFICE AND WORKS: 
GARRISON LANE, BIRMINGHAM. 


LONDON: 113-17, CHARING CROSS ROAD, W.C. 


MANCHESTER 16, Corporatiori St. LIVERPOOL - 96, Whitechapel. 


GLASGOW - 72a. Waterloo St, LEEDS - - 6, White Horse St, 
NEWCASTLE - 61, High Bridge. SWANSEA  - 5. College Street. 
BRISTOL - 10-11. Denmark St . CARDIFF. 4. Westgate St. 


NOTTINGHAM H. M. Davies. Repre- 


SHEFFIELD - 281-3. 
sentative. C 


Attercliffe 
omm 


on. 
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LITTLE GIANT 


ELECTRIC , * ТЕМЫ: 


Increased Production in Your Electric Drills or Grinders, 


for instance, must be fast and 
continually fit; they must have 
staying power. 


many shops is essentially a 


matter of uninterrupted tool 
service. 


— ä Ф- e —— 


THE CONSOLIDATED PNEUMATIC. TOOL 00. LID. 


EGYPTIAN HOUSE, 170, PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 
Teleg. Add.: “Caulking,” Piccy, London Main Works: FRASERBURGH, SCOTLAND. Telep. No.: Gerrard 9215 (3 lines). 
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PRESS PAN: & JNSULATING-MATERIALWODKS FOR THE ELECTRICAL BRANCH 
FORMERLY RAPPERSWIL 
(SWITZERLAND) (SWITZERLAND) 


H.WEDMANN LTD 


We make 


WATER TURBINES 


to suit any conditions. 


W. MACKIE & C0., 


Electrical & Mechanical Engineers, 


129, 131, 133, 
MANUFACTURERS | 


DYNAMOS & MOTORS, 
ano WIRELESS COMPONENTS. 


Ав Bfflolent Staff for Breakdowss.  . 


CENTRIFUGAL PUMPS for all duties. 


Write for Particulars to— 


GILBERT GILKES & Co., Lb. Kendal. 
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LORIVAL 
R R 


insulating material. It js vastly superior 
to anything else on the market. A perfect 
insulator of great mechanical strength, you 
can machine it with the greatest ease, and 
it is moulded with accuracy. Rod and sheet 


and see samples. 


| now in stock. Write for particulars or call | 


у 


Head Office: NE | | 
LORIVAL MANUFACTURING CO., 


6, LLOYD'S AVENUE, E.C.3. 


LORIVAL 


| YOUR POINT OF VIEW. I8 THE POINT THAT MATTERS в TO YOU! ! II 


YOU WANT THE BEST; THEREFORE USE 


HART ACCUMULATORS 


FOR MOTOR CAR STARTING AND LIGHTING. 


MAXIMUM — 
POWER. 


— DURABLE. 


IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERIES 
FROM 
STOCK. 


EXTERIOR VIEW. INTERIOR VIEW. 
In addition to many other sizes, we hold a Stock of the following batteries :— 
r CAPACITY 
| TYPE. АМР. Ans. OVERALL DIMENSIONS. 
| 6 Volt, MSL 11 Ж Ti" x 81" High. 
; T 18 у” i 


“STARTER” BATTERIES FOR ALMOST EVERY MAKE OF AMERICAN CAR. COMPLETE LIST on APPLICATION. 


| HART ACCUMULATOR Co., Lo. stratroro, Lonnon. 


И 
Y 
k 
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| EDISWAN- 
COOKING APPARATUS 


A GOOD SELLING LINE FOR THE 
SUMMER MONTHS. 
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HE Summer Cooking problem 
T is easily and effectively solved 

if Ediswan Electric Cooking 
Apparatus be used. 


A complete range of all Domestic 
Cooking Utensils is made and large 
stocks are held ready for Immediate 


Delivery. 
= 
Boiling Rings, Kettles, Hot Water Jugs, = 
Toasters, Saucepans, Porringers, Egg = 
Boilers, Grillers, Complete Cookers, &c. = 
| ТНЕ = 
EDISON SWAN ELECTRIC CO., 
LIMITED, = 
PONDER’S END, MIDDLESEX. = 
123/5, Queen Victoria Street, Е.С.4. 71, Victoria Street,S.W.1 = 
' BRANCHES: = 
Bristol. Dundee. Manchester. = 
Belfast. Glasgow. Middlesbrough. == 
Birmingham. Hall. Newcastle-on-Tyne. == 
Brighton. Leeds. Nottingham. == 
Cardiff. Leicester. Southampton. == 
Dublin. Liverpool. Sheffield. = 
Swansea. = 
т 
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FIXING FRAMES 


ARE INDISPENSABLE 
TO ALL ENGINEERS. 


Consists of two Slotted Channelled Bars, 
which fix direct to the wall, across these 
bars can be mounted any number of 
slotted channeiled bars, the whole form- 
ing a most simple frame for holding 
Electric Switches, Motor Starters, Meters, 
Machines, Letters, &c. 


£ 


. I2'0RI8 “. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Vertical Bars. 


Cross Bar 
«— ———| 8 ` 


PRICES : 


18 in. x 12 in. .. G/= Net. 
Spare bars „ AIO И 
27 In. x 18 in. 10/- „ 
Spare bars. ic Ble oii 


No. 31, 
ТВ, 
Boc. 
1 328. 


e 


CAN ALSO BE SUPPLIED IN MILD STEEL BARS UP TO 9 FEET LENGTHS IN FLAT, 
ANGLE OR CHANNEL SECTION, 


ALL DRILLING, TAPPING, FORGING AND FITTING ABOLISHED. 


Write WELCO PATENTS, 150 Alma Street, BIRMINGHAM. Sole Makers & Patentees. 


A Sound ELECTRICAL TERMINAL, 


SMALL, SUITABLE FOR 
WITHOUT TELEPHONE | 
SOLDER . Aas. 


ELECTRIC WELDING. 
SAVES 75% 


USED FOR 
FUSE WIRES, 
CABLES | 
AND 
WIRES y "3 
Of all E se — 
Descriptions. 


OTHER SIZES FROM Ё” TO 3”. 
Send for List and Full Particulars. 


ROSS COURTNEY u. 


ASHBROOK WORKS, LONDON, М. 


WIRE ^» TAPE 


— For — 
ELECTRIC HEATING DEVICES, 
ELECTRIC RESISTANCE UNITS, 
and ALL NICKEL ALLOY REQUIREMENTS. 


This Machine welds chain links, rings, buckles, &c., at the 
rate of 600 to 800 per hour. 


It also removes the speut of the weld so that the weld is 
almost invisible when leaving the machine. 


In competition with hand forging this machine actually PURE NICKEL, 
Saves x NICKEL-CHROMIUM, 

75% to 86% NICKEL-MANGANESE, ONEL 
in production costs. NICKEL-COPPER, ETAL 
cei. yous samples and we will show you what we can ranged аан» 


—ͤ——œH—— — —— — —— ————3——r „ль — : : a —ᷣ—ẽ— ALE — 


Complete Catalogue upon Request. 
THE ELECTRICAL ALLOY COMPANY, 


MANUFACTURERS OF M.P. WELDERS. 


MARRYAT & PLACE, 


28, Hatton Garden, London, E.C.1. 


. Mills: Morristown, New Jersey, U.S.A. 
Cable Address : Elalco, New York. Codes: A.B.C. (5th Edition) ; Lisbon 
London Office: 6, CHANCERY LANE, W.C. 2. 
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THE FLUXITE 
SOLDERING SET 


contains a special ‘‘small- 
space" Soldering iron with 
non-heating metal handle, 
aPocket Blow Lamp, Solder, 
full instructions, &c., and 


FLUXITE 


—THE PASTE FLUX THAT 


SIMPLIFIES SOLDERING 
SAMPLE SET „зл 10/6. 


Fluxite can be had of all Ironmongers, in Tins, 8d., 1/4 & 2/8. 


FLUXITE, LTD., вЕкмохозеу, ENG. 


DESK FANS 55. 


12 in. . 16 im. in STOCK. 


PURIT SPECIALTIES, LTD., Train: 
ELECTRIC CABINET WORKS, 


RAILWAY STREET, BILSTON. 
(Proprietors: JAMES POULTON & SON.) 


Electric Bell Boxes Fuse, Indicator, Battery Cases and General 
Woodwork made to requirements. 
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E FOR POWER USERS е | 
8 4 
> CHAIN DRIVING © 
? “IS BOOMING. © 
2 WESTINGHOUSE - MORSE © 
8 (ROCKER-JOINT) 9, 
5 CHAIN DRIVES © 
© ensure that all the advantages which chain ey 
Э driving should give are really secured. Є 
‘= IN ALL SIZES S 
©) 1/4 H.P. to — 5000 H. P. fe. 
8 N B. Send for our NEW DESCRIPTIVE MATTER now ©) 
i 8 А А de * in mind. Ycu will then have it to ©) 
| д 8 


Ore 
A 


^ М 


ТНЕ 
WESTINGHOUSE MORSE 
CHAIN COMPANY, LTD. 


LETCHWORTH. 
HERTS. 


Neis 


t > Bh vat" 


А — 
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'e (6 А 
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NORTHERN DISTRICT OFFICF ; 
STANDARD BUILDINGS, CITY SQUARE, LEEDS. 


LONDON REPRESENTATIVES: 
BEDBROOK & SEDDON, 39, Victoria St. AMERA MINSTENS W.1. 


HAVE YOU OUR LATEST CATALOGUE ? 


BETTERWAY SPECIALITIES. 


£1 6s. 8d. 


If you would like a Sample 
і 6s. 8d., and mention the name of 


Your WHOLESALER 


can supply this Fitting for 41 6s. 8d., 
complete as illustrated, with 


SILK FLOUNCE, 


SILK LINED, 
BEAD TRIMMED, 


in Light Red, Dark Red, Rose, Green, 


Gold or Blue. 


OXIDISED COPPER, SATIN BRASS 


ов ANTIQUE BRASS FINISH. 


3 ft. over all. 
send 


your Merchant. 


ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE ON REQUEST. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS i: 


EXCELSIOR SHADE MANUFACTURING CO., (bent. l.) 


1, Hound’s Gate, 
NOTTINGHAM. 


. d 
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Ма, C 4200 0 0 
when gorda delinrad NI 
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7i (&s Quoted) ERER TG | 


There are no “extras” to a 
BROOK  quotation—the price 
quoted is fixed for 7 days, and 
you can safely base all your calcula- 


tions upon it. 


E. BROOK, L 


EMPRESS WORKS, 


A.C. only. HUDDERSFIELD. 


BROOK'S DRIP PROOF MOTOR. 


| 
MANCHESTER : LONDON : LEEDS : | 
54, CORPORATION ST. 11, QUEEN VICTORIA ST,, Е С. 4. 49, BASINGHALL ST ||| 
| 


Telephone : CENTRAL 6264. ele phone :—CITY 4468. Telegrams : *' Phasebroo, Phone, London.” Telephone: LEEDS 23396. 
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The Trade Mark known 


In Every Home 


A FEW 


ELECTRIC 


WHICH 


CAN SUPPLY FROM 


STOCK. 


——_ &e,, 


L. G. HAWKINS & C 


BAXENDALE BROS., Ltd. 


ull: 
Т. BEADLE & CO. Ltd.- - 


Newcastle : 
BRITISH ELECTRIC AND 
MANUFACTURING CO. - 


Glasgow : 
McGEOCH & CO, Ltd. - - 


Edinburgh : 
BAXENDALE & CO, 


Leeds: 
JOHN, RUSSELL & CO, Ltd. 
London: 
BROMPTON & KENSINGTON 
ACCESSORIES O. 


A. EMANUEL & SONS, Ltd. - 
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES!;CO., 
Ltd. 5: ж „ж ж 


Ltd. 


E 9841.—4-Heat Range. 


‘UNIVERSAL 
LABOUR SAVING APPLIANCES 


“UNIVERSAL” FACTORS 


IN PRODUCTION. 


All Prices 
subject te 
10% 


E 902,—Iron. 
4 1b.—41 2 6 
5 lb.—£1 2 6 
6 lb—£1 3 3 


ADVERTISING FOLDERS, SHOWGARDS, 


Sole Agents: 


Wire: 
* "Phone: Regent 2294. 


114/116, CHARING CROSS ROAD, LONDON, W.C. 


FACTORS : 
Manchester: 
BAXENDALE & CO, Ltd. Miller Street. 
(Elec. Dept.) 
Liverpool: 


29, Harrington Street. 


3, Castle Street. 


2, St. Nicholas Buildings. 
28, West Campbell St. 
St. Andrew Square. 

15, Wellington Street. 


254/260, Earl's Court 
Road, S.W. 00 


Manchester Sq., W. 1. 
233, Tottenham · Court 
Road, W. I. 


advance 


“Elemechex, London,” 


E 966.—6-cup size Percolator. 


E 964.—4-cup 


THE BEST ON TEST. 


97 


99 


E 9940.—6-Heat Hot Pad. 


| ҮЛ! 
Pie 


i 
ЕЁ 1 


E 945.— Toaster. 


£1 10 9. 
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IGRANIC 


ELECTRIC 


PUSH-BUTTON 
SPEED CONTROL 


MACHINE TOOLS 


AND PRINTING PRESSES. 


The Control that 
Helps Output 


By speeding up to their fastest safe limit all operating 
functions. 


By reducing the operator's task in starting, stopping 
or changing speed, to the simple pressing of a button 
at the working position. 


By enabling speed to be altered without stopping or 
withdrawing the tool. 


The Control that 
Abolishes Electrical 


Breakdowns 
s А . . No. 260—Speed-Regulating Controller. Reversible and 
By making every operation entirely mistake-proof and A Jor direcivonrhini Бом: dover. 
fool- proof. Gives wide speed range above and below normal. 


By automatically governing the rate of acceleration 
and deceleration. 


By preventing injurious overloads without shutting 
down. 


The Control that 
Reduces Fatigue 


By eliminating many change speed gears. 


By ensuring correct control without diverting the 
machinist's attention from his legitimate work. 


By giving complete command from the working 
position. 


The Control that 


Wins Confidence 


By high quality of construction and freedom from 
breakdown. 


By uniform success in operatiom. 
By good reports from numerous users. 


IGRANIC | 


IGRANIC ELECTRIC С° 17 


No. 450-65—Non-reverse Push-Button Station. Cas be 


147, Queen Victoria Street, n M ыш мшш 
LONDON. Works: BEDFORD. ы 
Branches : 
30, Cross Street, 50, Wellington Street, 
MANCHESTER. GLASGOW. 


Printed by WII Care, Lrp., 147-150, Saffron Hill, E.C. 1, and published by the ELECTRICAL Review, LTD., 4, Ludgate Hill, London, E. C. 4. 
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High Efficiency 
Centrifugal & Turbine Pumps 


For all heads ир то зооо Feet. 


“Although о our pumps are low in price diy com- 
pare favourably in workmanship and. material 
with any others on the market, whilst their 
EFFICIENCY cannot be surpassed, _ 


| ada for Lis& No. 846. 


11, Tothill Street, », Юшвоп eter Engineering С? |2 Мше gum Ironworks, 
ала M eu 


L 


LONDON, S. W.! DING. 
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“Чолдо Өлө. « +- Glasgow Office : | Ану 
73a. Queen Victoria бый. Е.С. 4. 37. Weir Street. oF MIG 
| E 0 «= » zt 


AND DISCOUNTS. 


T. W. BROADBENT, LTD,| yy 
HASLAM .<-STRETTON,L™ 


. Manufacturers or 
ALTERNA1ORS, DYNAMOS, A.C. A . o. MOTORS, etc., 
VICTORIA ELECTRICAL WORKS, TELEGRAMS CARDIFF Teed AME 
HUDDERSFIELD. | | 
'Рһоле—27145 РҮТЕ. BCH. Ех. ve ——— Telegram—' E400. 
A.B.C, MARCONI and PRIVATE CODES. 
БУШ pi a + MANUFACTURERS. 
TYPES. . MOTORS ^*- MoToRS A.C. MOTORS 
Open Protected. Protected. Squirrel Cage | 
Enolosed Ventilated, or Sip Ring 
" Totally Enclosed. | 
Pipe Ventilated. gc "oec 
POLISHING or 
GRINDING SWITCHGEAR 
> MOTORS DISTRIBUTION 
on PEDESTALS. L J J D S. Jg ma 
basia. Etc. 


FAN MOTORS. 


to 150 B.H.P. 


WRITE FOR PARTICULARS. 


ENCLOSED. VENTILATED TYPE. 


Registered ** NIPHAN э» Trade Mark. 


WATERTIGHT PLUGS 
CABLE COUPLINGS. 


5 to 250 Amps. 500-volt Circuits. 


For Portable and Permanent {nstatiations, Field 
Piants, Motors, Mines, Shipyards & 3-phase Work, 
Specia| Plugs for Ship Wiring and Docks. 


As used by Н.М. War Office, L. C. C., Electric Supply Companies, dc. 


SIMMONDS BROS., Ltd. 


4, 6 and 8, NEWTON STREET, HIGH HOLBORN, W. do. 2. 


‘Phones: 2600 Gerrard. 12061 Central. Telegrams: " Niphon, London." Angle Plug jand Socket. 


xlviii THE ELECTRICAL REYIEW. [dune 25, 1926. 


-a Ce Adhesive Tape 
hr | N Strength ‚& Economy 


Silvertown No. 860 


[t never unravels, is waterproof and extremely 
clean to handle, contrasting with those sticky 
tapes that ooze blackness and cling more to 
the fingers than the joint. 


The cotton fabric used is the very best obtain- 
able for the purpose. 


am? 
* 
e 


еринин. 


Send for sample tin of 


Delivery from 
stock of Stan- No. 860 Tape, and List No. 27, which gives the 


complete range of Silvertown Tapes and Jointing 


dard Widths, Materials. 
" S 


27, 2d, 1“. 
The India Rubber, Gutta Percha & Telegraph Works 


CO., LTD. 
(The Silvertown Company). 
HEAD OFFICE: WORKS : 
106, Cannon St., London, Е.С. 4. BRANCHES: Silvertown, London, E. 16. 


HO МЕ- — n Bradford, Bristol. Cardiff, Dublin, Glasgow, Liverpool. London, Manchester, Newcastie-ou- T узе, 
Portsmout efbeld. 
ABROAD- Adelaide, Buenos Ayres, Calcutta, Christchurch (N.Z.) Durban. Johannesburg, Melbourne, Sydney 
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